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Delegation W ill 
Present Pardon 
Plea For The 18
Unions, Negro and Fraternal Groups Back 
Pardon Appeal for 18 "Gag" Law Prisoners

The demand of over 300 labor and progressive organiza
tions, representing more than 2,000,000 members, for immediate 
unconditional presidential pardon of the 18 imprisoned Trotsky
ist and Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 5 4 4 -0 0  leaders, w ill 
be presented this week to the Presidential Pardon Authority in 
Washington, D. G , by a delegation from the C iv il Rights De
fense Committee.

In conjunction w ith the for
mal application of the prison
ers, George Novack, CRDC Na
tional Secretary, w ill present 
many hundreds of supporting 
resolutions and letters from 
prominent labor and'civil rights 
leaders.

International unions which are 
supporting the pardon campaign 
fo r the 18 include: the CIO Tex
tile  Workers; CIO United Retail, 
Wholesale and Department Store 
Employees; CIO United Trans
port Service Employees and the 
A FL International Ladies Gar
ment Workers Union. Hundreds 
of local unions have joined the 
fig h t to free the 18, among them 
B5 locals of the CIO United Auto
mobile Workers, 20 CIO Steel 
Workers locals and a dozen ILG- 
W U -AFL bodies. The convictions 
have also been protested by the 
leading national Negro organiza
tions and the principal labor fra 
ternal orders, the Workmen’s C ir
cle and Workmen’s Benefit fund, 
as well as the American Civil 
Liberties Union and Workers De
fense League.

PROTESTS MOUNT
Prominent union leaders who 

have gone on record against the 
imprisonment of the 18 include: 
R. J. Thomas, President of the 
CIO United Automobile Workers; 
John Green, President of the CIO 
Marine and Shipbuilding Work
ers; Julius Hochman, General 
Manager of the Joint Board, IL - 
GWU Dress and Waistmakers 
Union; Irv ing Abramson, Presi
dent of the New Jersey CIO 
Council; John Gibson, President 
»f the Michigan CIO Council.

The Presidential pardon author
ity  w ill also receive petitions

Revolutionary Ideas 
Cannot Be Killed!

Despite years of e ffort to
ward that end by the traitorous 
Stalinist clique which rules in 
the Kremlin, the socialist idea 
of world revolution fo r the 
overthrow of capitalism has not 
been eliminated from the con
sciousness of the Soviet work
ing-class.

W. C. Heinz, correspondent 
of the N. Y. Sun in the French 
port of Cherbourg, now oc
cupied by Allied troops, reports 
that there are a number of 
Russians there _ wh6 were 
brought in by the Nazis from 
the Eastern front to do forced 
labor.

“ In talking with the Rus
sians here,”  he writes, “ the 
authorities found that they had 
a quiet appreciation of the 
second front, but were still in
terested in world revolution 
and were steadfast in their 
assertion that they would have 
nothing to do with any coun
try  in which the workers were 
abused.”

Nazi Crisis Deepens As Red Army 
Plunges Toward Germany's Border

bearing over 12,000 signatures of 
individuals calling fo r the pardon 
of the v 18. These signatures were 
collected by the many CRDC lo
cal committees throughout the 
country.

The campaign to free the 18 is 
gaining greater support each 
week. An ever-growing number 
of labor organizations are coming 
to recognize the Minneapolis La
bor Case frameup as a blow 
against the hard-won rights of all

(Continued on page 2)

Steel Wage Demand 
Kicked Around By 
WLB For 7 Months

B y C. Thom as
It has been announced that 

a special steel panel of the War 
Labor Board w ill hand down 
its decision on the demands of 
the United Steelworkers some 
time in August. The steelwork
ers are demanding a wage in
crease of 17 cents per hour, a 
guaranteed annual wage, vaca
tions with pay, etc. ’

Volumes of testimony com
prising thousands of pages of 
argument have been taken by the 
panel. The findings of the panel 
w ill be submitted to the WLB 
for approval. Then IF  the panel 
recommends a wage increase, and 
IF  the WLB approves, and IF  
Roosevelt’s “ economic stabilizers”  
Byrnes and Vinson agree, then 
i t  w ill go to the President as a 
“ recommendation”  for a modifica
tion of the L ittle  Steel formula.

Seven months have already 
elapsed since the expiration of 
the steelworkers contract.

In a cry of frustration Philip 
Murray declared: “ We have suf
fered the inequities of frozen 
wages fo r some three and one- 
half years. We have had wage 
regimentation since January, 1941. 
The only portion of the national 
population which has 'suffered the 
effects of these atrocities are the 
wage earners, and particularly 
those in the steel industry.”

Instead of wailing, wringing his 
hands; i t  ib time 'Murray did 
something to fight fo r the in
terests of the CIO membership.

He has enough authority to get 
the CIO to issue a call for a 
nation-wide conference of the 
entire organized labor movement 
—CIO, AFL, Railroad Brother
hoods, etc.—to draw up a program 
of action aimed at smashing the 
L ittle  Steel formula.

Dangers And Tasks Facing 
The Workers Of Poland

By The Editors
W ith the Red Army surging across the west

ern Bug River, the frontier established as the 
“ Curzon Line” , the Kremlin has proclaimed the 
formation of a “ Polish Committee of National 
Liberation.”  This committee is to serve as the 
civil authority in the te rrito ry  being occupied 
by Soviet troops from this line onward.

The proclamation of the new quasi-govern
ment has aroused a flu rry  of diplomatic activ
ity  in Allied circles. The premier of the Polish 
“ government-in-exile”  at London has flown to 
Moscow to attempt a conciliation of the two 
“ governments," imposed upon the people of Po
land from without.

The dispute between London and Moscow is in 
the main a dispute over the international align
ment of the projected Polish government. London 
wants to assure its allegiance to the foreign poli
cy of British imperialism. Moscow wants to as
sure for the Stalinist bureaucracy a friendly capi
ta lis t ally on the pattern of the emigre Czecho
slovak government of Eduard Benes.

Moscow’s declaration explicitly states: “ The 
Soviet government declares that i t  does not pur
sue aims. . . of a change of social structure in 
Poland.”  This is the identical language used by 
Molotov after the entry of the Red Arm y into 
Rumania. There this statement of policy has been 
followed by practical measures upholding the 
domination of the capitalist-landlord oligarchy 
and suppressing the most elementary rights of 
the masses. The Polish declaration forebodes the 
same kind of counter-revolutionary action by the 
Stalinist agents in Poland.

The manifesto reportedly issued by Stalin’s 
puppet Polish Civil administration further bears 
this out: “ A ll property confiscated by the Ger
mans w ill be restored.”  Restored, that is, to the 
capitalists.

The machinations of Stalin and his puppets are 
a clear warning of the dangers facing the people 
of Poland.

Under the leadership of the great Warsaw pro
letariat, the Polish masses have fought fo r five 
years with unexcelled heroism against Nazi tyran
ny. They have not taken up arms to exchange 
one set of oppressors fo r another. They have not 
fought fo r the predatory interests of British im
perialism and its Polish henchmen of the London 
“ government-in-exile.”  Nor have they battled in

order to submit to the reactionary rule of Stalin’s 
bureaucracy and his Polish puppets. They have 
shown in the course of their tenacious resistance 
to Hitlerism that they mean to be masters of 
their own destiny. They intend to strike down 
root and branch the whole landlord-capitalist sys
tem which has heaped interminable misery, star
vation and death upon them.

They cannot accept either the dictates of Lon
don or of the Kremlin. W ith their own armed 
forces they must continue their independent revo
lutionary struggle. They must organize and 
strengthen their workers and peasants councils. 
They must figh t to establish a workers and peas
ants republic on socialist foundations.

They must confiscate the factories and oper
ate them under workers control. They cannot 
place any confidence in the promises of land re
forms issued from London or Moscow but must 
proceed to divide the estates of the robber land
lords among the peasants. They w ill have to take 
measures to prevent the restoration of the land
lord-capitalist regime and its m ilita ry  oligarchy. 
They must establish fu ll equality fo r a ll minor
ities. \

The Polish masses can realize this program 
only in relentless opposition and vigilant strug
gle against all the agents of the Anglo-Amer
ican imperialists and of the counter-revolution
ary Stalinist bureaucracy. They w ill find their 
most powerful allies in the workers of Germany 
who are preparing to rise against the shaken 
Nazi-Junker regime, and in the insurgent work
ers and peasants of Central Europe. They must 
seek to enlist in their common cause the rank 
and file  soldiers of the Red Army, and forge 
bonds of solidarity w ith  the millions of Soviet 
workers who remain true to the internationalist 
ideas and revolutionary traditions of 1917. 
Through their independent struggle the Polish 
workers w ill inspire the Soviet masses to set
tle accounts w ith the hated Stalinist bureaucracy.

Arm in arm with these allies the Polish work
ers must fig h t to overthrow capitalism and rid 
Europe of imperialist domination. Their united 
struggle w ill assure the revival and extension of 
ithc October Revolution and lead to the firm  es
tablishment of the Socialist United States of 
Europe.

GOEBBELS: “ Providence had taken the Fuehrer under its 
gracious protection in that tragic hour, because i t  wants to keep 
him ready for a great future.”

AMG DISARMS ITALIAN  
ANTI-FASCIST FIGHTERS

B y H a rry  M a rte ll
A storm of protest has broken out among the workers in 

Rome over the ja iling by the AM G of Rosario Bentivegna, an 
active participant in the anti-fascist underground movement. 
Bentivegna, a medical student and member of the Stalinist party, 
is the first Italian citizen to be convicted by the Allied General 
Court at Rome.

Significantly enough, his crime is anti-fascist activity. For 
nine months before the Allies entered. Rome, Bentivegna had 
fought against the Nazis w ith® ;
the armed partisans of the Com 
mittee of National Liberation. 
On June 5, a few hours after the 
Allies entered Rome, he caught 
a police lieutenant provocatively 
ripping down posters of the Com
mittee of Liberation and of the 
Stalinist party. In the ensuing 
encounter he shot and killed the 
policeman.

GESTAPO AND AMG
For his struggle against the 

Nazi occupation the Gestapo had 
put a price of 1,500,000 lire on 
Bentivegna’s head. For his anti
fascist militancy the AMG pro
secutor from the United States 
demanded the death penalty and 
the kangaroo court railroaded him 
to a year and a half in ja il. The 
Socialist and Stalinist press have 
started a public campaign for 
Bentivegna’s liberation. T h e y  
point out that the general who 
surrendered Naples to the Nazis 
is s till free; that the fascist ex
ecutioner who killed the labor 
leader Bruno Buozzi and 13 other 
hostages is s till alive while this 
anti-fascist fighter is framed up 
and imprisoned by the AMG.

The Stalinist supporters of the 
Allies are extremely embarrassed 
by this episode. “ We do not con
fuse the traditfbnfe and practises 
of the Amercian, democracy with 
this parody of justice,”  writes Dr. 
Ambrogio Donini in the Daily 
Worker (July 26). “ We know 
however that unless these blun
ders are quickly rectified, our 
cause and our men w ill be doubted 
by the very friends to whom we 
appeal fo r help in these final days 
of war.”

But these “ friends” —that is, 
the revolutionary anti - fascist 
workers of Ita ly—have not only 
already been given many causes 
for “ doubt”  concerning the Allied 
promises of liberation. They have 
also been given many reasons for 
active hostility toward the Allies. 
The imprisonment of Bentivegna

is only one dramatic incident in 
an elaborate system of anti-fascist 
repression now being practised by 
the new conquerors of Ita ly.
DISARM PARTISANS»

AMG has issued g e n e r a l  
orders fo r the disarming of the 
Partisans. These courageous anti
fascist fighters carried on the 
struggle against the' Mussolini

(Continued on page 5)

Briggs Auto Local 
In Protest Strike 
Over Downgrading

B y Jo h n  Saunders
DETRO IT, Mich., July 30—  

Briggs Mfg. Co. has intensified 
its anti-labor drive in an all- 
out effort to smash the m ili
tancy of Local 212, UAW-CIO. 
In the Outer Drive plant the 
Company proposed to the union 
a series of transfers and lay
offs with no corresponding cut 
in production. The Shop Com
mittee, recognizing this for the 
wage-cutting, speed-up proposal 
it  was, refused to agree to any 
part of it. The corporation, em
boldened by the knowledge that 
labor’s hands have been tied by 
the no-strike pledge and the 
sell-out policies of their Interna
tional leadership, ignored the 
protest and went ahead w ith the 
transfers.

The Briggs workers struck on 
July 23. Unlike the strikes of 
pre-war days when the workers 
fought to improve their wages 
and working conditions, this was 
a defensive strike—a fight to 
maintain- existing conditions.

NO-STRIKE PLEDGE
A t a four-hour union meeting, 

the issues confronting the work
ers were brought out with unusual 
clarity. President Jess Ferrazza 
and Vice-President Gordon Mc
Donald of Local 212, as well as 
the whole Outer Drive Shop Com
mittee, correctly pointed out that 
it  was the no-stri'ke pledge and 
the capitulatory policies of the In 
ternational which doomed any 
strike to defeat before i t  started.

Ferrazza reviewed the part the 
Briggs delegation had played' in 
the fight to have the Michigan 
State CIO Convention vote to 
rescind the no-strike pledge. He 
said they are now preparing fo r 
the UAW Convention and that 
each Briggs worker should ta lk 
to his friends in other locals to 
have their delegates instructed to 
vote against the no-strike pledge. 
“ The no-strike pledge has tied 
labor’s hands,”  Ferrazza said, 
“ and as long as our hands are 
tied, the corporations w ill continue 
their attacks on labor. For every 
step forward labor takes, i t  is 
forced backward two steps.”

No Briggs strike meeting would 
be complete without Melvin 
Bishop, East Side Regiorjil Direc
tor, and after the meeting had 
been in progress fo r two hours, 
he appeared on the scene. “ In 
looking over the Company’s 
proposed plan of transfers,” 
Bishop said, “ I can see that there 
are a maximum of 110 men in-

(Continued on page 5)

Desperate Measures Decreed 
By Hitler To Bolster Regime
Rumbling of Mass Unrest Heralds Approach 
Of Working Class Resurgence in Germany

B y W illia m  F. W arde

G erm an im p e r ia lis m ’ s u n in te rru p te d  m il i ta r y  
successes d u r in g  the  f i r s t  p e r io d  o f  the  w ar have now  
been tu rn e d  in to  a n ig h tm a re  o f  defeats, re trea ts , and 
catastrophes. H it le r  set abo u t to  co n q u e r the  S ov ie t 
U n io n  f o r  G erm an and w o r ld  ca p ita lism . Instead  he 
now  sees the  b o rde rs  o f  East P russ ia  its e lf  in vaded  
by  the  s w if t ly  advancing  Red A rm y . D esp ite  the  de
gene ra ting  in flu e n c e  o f  S ta lin ’ s c o u n te r -re v o lu t io n 
a ry  p o lic ie s , the  Red A rm y  has fo u n d  s u ff ic ie n t re 
sources w ith in  the  econom y n a tio n a lize d  b y  the  O c
to b e r R e v o lu tio n  and in  the d e vo tio n  and  sacrifices  
o f  the  S ovie t to ile rs  to
d r iv e  the  Nazis f ro m  So
v ie t te r r i to r y  and to  deal 
devastating  b lo w s 'to  th e ir  
m il i ta ry  m ach ine .

The war by which German im
perialism hoped to subjugate Eu
rope and conquer the world has 
been lost. Mounting m ilitary dis
asters have gone hand in hand 
w ith  a deepening of the crisis of 
the Nazi regime at home. This 
crisis has erupted into the open 
w ith the attempted coup d’etat of 
the Junker Generals and virtual 
civil war w ithin the governing 
circles. The hopelessness o f the 
m ilita ry situation, combined w ith 
the rebellious temper of the mass
es, convinced the Junker conspir
ators that i t  was imperative to 
get rid of H itle r and his regime 
in order to forestall the impend
ing proletarian revolution and, 
like Badoglio, make a deal w ith 
the Allies.

H itle r is compelled to put down 
this attempted seizure of power 
apd punish its instigators through 
a continuing blood purge of the 
Arm y High Command. Despite 
savage reprisals, i t  is certain that 
H itle r has not ferreted out all 
the malcontents in the Wehr- 
macht or ensured its loyalty. On 
the contrary, Goebbels intimated 
in his speech last Thursday that 
much more purging remains to 
be done.

The growing disintegration of 
the Nazi Regime is no less clear
ly revealed by the extraordinary 
and frantic appeals H itle r and 
his chief lieutenants are making 
day after day to the German 
masses and by the new decrees 
intended to whip forth one final 
war e ffo rt from the weary and 
tortured German people.

A decree — one more — has 
been issued to mobilize the Reich

Clenched Fists
“ According to information 

received from occupied Bel
gium,”  says the July 29 official 
bulletin of the Belgium In 
formation Center, “ a German 
sergeant-major, who had just 
served three months imprison
ment for giving the communist 
salute with the clenched fist, 
on coming out of prison said in 
a Flanders village that in Ger
many six million men were 
thinking the same way as he.

....‘As. for me,.’ he added, ‘L
shall keep my fists in my 
pockets and wait t i l l  the war 
is over to get my revenge’.”

fo r “ total war.”  H itle r has ap
pointed Goebbels as a “ Plenipo» 
tentiary”  to administer this ne-\f 
“ total war”  effort. Goebbels im« 
mediately set about to prop up 
the collapsing Nazi war machine.

Training schedules fo r German 
troops were shortened so that new 
cannon-fodder, however poorly 
trained, can be rushed to f i l l  giant 
gaps in the Soviet front. Troops 
are being reduced to the minimum 
in many parts of German-occu
pied territories, despite t h e  
mounting resistance movements. 
The last reserves are being rush
ed to the front. Front-line soldiers 
are being ordered to do the man
ual work of bridge building and 
road repair formerly done by the 
Todt labor organization. These 
obvious signs of profound weak
ness are not lost on the soldiers 
in the ranks.

A t the same time, the Nazi 
gang is showing extreme concern 
over the restive and rebellious 
mood of the workers. The Ger
man radio DNB reports that the 
Nazi Labor Front has been dra-

(Continued on page 5)

Thirty-Hour Week Slogan Advanced As 
Labor’s Answer To Unemployment Threat

B y  R . B e ll
Production cutbacks and plant shutdowns resulting in the 

steady growth of unemployment in the midst of w arf have given 
rise to the specter of mass unemployment, insecurity and want, 
in the period following the m ilita ry collapse of Germany. The 
master “ plan” of the government, the Baruch-Hancock report, is 
wholly concerned with the preservation of the so-called “ free 
enterprise”  system. Under the Baruch plan the disposal of Gov
ernment-owned plant and equipment is placed in the hands of 
W all Street tycoons and the®  
problem of employment is left 
to Big Business,

This arrangement heralds a 
repetition on a much greater scale 
of the raging economic crisis 
which scourged the land after 
1929. Alarmed by the ind if
ference of the employers and 
their government to the spread of 
unemployment, some labor spokes
men are beginning to revive the 
slogan of the 30 hour week as 
labor’s answer to the unemploy
ment problem.
30 HOUR WEEK

Prior to the war the demand 
for the 30 hour week had won the 
adherence of a large section of 
the labor movement. The slogan: 
30 hours work at 40 hours pay, 
expressed the aspiration of the 
workers fo r fu ll employment and 
improved liv ing standards. I t  was

an answer to the “ spread the 
work”  plan of the employers 
which sought to spread mass 
poverty by staggering the work 
week, reducing the income of the 
workers, and lowering the stan
dard of liv ing of the masses.

With the advent of war the 
basic 40 hour work week was ex
tended to 48 hours by executive 
order of President Roosevelt. The 
overtime provisions in the union 
contracts designed to safeguard 
the 40 hour week were nullified 
by executive decree. T h e s e  
measures were arb itrarily  imposed 
under the pretext of the necessity 
for the expansion of war produc
tion. Despite cutbacks and plant 
shutdowns which i t  is estimated 
w ill increase the number of un
employed to at least 4,000,000 by 
the end of the year, Roosevelt’s 
decrees s till remain in effect.

W riting on this problem of em
ployment fo r workers and war 
veterans in the July issue of the 
Boilermakers ’Journal, W illiam E. 
Walter, secretary - treasurer of 
the International Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers, asks tne question: 
“ Doesn’t  i t  seem logical that the 
firs t and foremost step in provid
ing employment fo r all these peo
ple would be to shorten the work 
day ? ” Answering this question in 
the affirmative, Walter estimates 
that the introduction of the six 
hour day would mean the creation 
of 5,000,000 more jobs and that 
this step should be just “ the sta rt
ing place fo r post-war planning.”  

In an editorial indictment of the 
government’s failure to cope with 
the problem of unemployment, 
the Midwest Labor World, (June 
14) declares: “ In the circum
stances, labor’s goal of a 30 hour 
week must be taken o ff the 
shelf. . .. The 30 hour week cam
paign has become a solemn duty.” 
Over a year ago, in the July 15, 
1943 issue of the United Auto
mobile W’orker, the executive 
board of the UAW-CIO presented 
an elaborate program fo r “ fu ll 
employment”  and “ security”  in 
the “ post-war”  period. The pro

gram called fo r: “ Reduction of 
working week to th ir ty  hours 
without reduction of pay, as a 
result of a fu ll production pro
gram.”

The demand fo r a 30 hour week 
w ith no reduction in pay fo r all 
of industry is in essence a POLI
TICAL demand because it  must 
be addressed to the employing 
class as a whole. The political 
representatives of the employing 
class, both Democrat and Repub
lican, support the Baruch plan— 
which is Wall Street’s plan fo r 
the “ post-war”  world.

Labor cannot depend on the 
political representatives of the 
employers to “ grant”  the work
ers so vital a demand as the 30 
hour week with no reduction in 
pay. Nor w ill articles, editorials 
or elaborate plans contribute 
much to a solution of the unem
ployment problem unless the 30 
hour slogan is made part of 
labor’s own political program. To 
gain such a demand w ill require 
stubborn struggle. To fight for i t  
most effectively labor must forge 
its own political instrument fo r 
furthering the program—the In 
dependent Labor Party,
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B y  Joseph K e lle r

An article in the July 24 CIO 
News complains about an “ alarm
ing shrinkage”  of personnel at 
Los Angeles and San Diego a ir
craft plants due to “ silent lay
offs.”  The companies are forcing 
workers to quit “ by shabby treat
ment to outright provocation”  and 
“ stiff-necked opposition to the 
over-all wage increase proposals.”  
Grievance cases are “ swamping 
the union’s facilities”  and union 
membership is being “ swept away 
in the flood.”

The article points out that the 
“ companies have bucked the 
unions at every bend in the 
road . . . throwing simple cases 
into arbitration, blocking arbitra
tion to the WLB, and then appeal
ing WLB awards. Only a policy 
of union-busting by attrition could 
account fo r such stiff-necked 
anti-co-operation.”

This complaint of “ silent lay
offs”  appears, in reality, a lament 
about the impotence of the CIO 
auto and a ircraft locals to settle 
grievances because the companies 
are able to use the government’s 
compulsory arbitration machinery 
to stall the cases. The unions, 
having surrendered the strike 
•weapon, are caught in the em
ployer - government arbitration 
trap. The article is therefore an 
indictment not only of the com
panies, but of the servile policies 
of the union leaders.

The true character of these 
policies is fu rther revealed by 
the proposals to combat company 
provocations. The UAW program 
calls fo r the shop stewards 
“ searching out- grievance cases 
before the workers involved can 
get disgusted and quit.”  Now, 
what shop steward ever had to 
“ search out”  grievances in a 
fighting union? This means, the 
workers are disgusted with the 
flabby do-nothing policies of the 
unions and don’t  even bother to 
turn their grievances over to 
them.

What w ill the unions do with 
the grievances they “ search out” ? 
The only thing the program has to 
offer is the policy which has 
caused the situation. I t  urges 
o n l y  “ using all government 
agencies and decisions.”  That’s the 
very reason why the companies 
are able to get away with “ silent 
lay-offs.”  These could be halted 
in a hurry by a few good doses of 
old-time m ilitant union action 
once the “ no-strike”  pledge is 
rescinded.

* * *

So far, the only effect of the 
numerous WLB directives and 
compliance orders against Sewell 
L. Avery has been to intensify 
the paper shortage. Last week, 
Samuel Wolchok, President of the 
OIO United Retail, Wholesale and 
'Department Store Employees 
•Union, which conducted the Chi
cago Montgomery Ward strike, 
once more appealed to the WLB 
to take action against the rccalci 
“tran t Avery, who has successfully 
defied compliance orders going 
back from one to two years. Wol- 
‘ chok’s latest plea was based upon 
the Federal court action three 
■weeks ago denying the righ t of 
the courts to enjoin enforcement 
of W LB orders in several Mont 
gomery Ward cases.

“ The time has come,”  Wolchok 
-'wrote WLB Chairman Davis, “ for 
immediate action to secure en 
forcement of all outstanding War 
Labor Board directives involving 
this firm.”

The time has come, Wolchdk 
m ight more appropriately have 
written, fo r an end to appeals to 
the pro-corporation WLB, which 
uses a big club against workers, 
but not open shop employers. The 
time has come, instead, to mobilize 
and prepare the workers for fight
ing -union action.

*  *  *

S till more big corporations, 
following the example of Avery,

are complacently spitting on 
WLB directives to sign union 
maintenance of membership con
tracts. The Humble Oil Company, 
a Standard Oil of New Jersey sub
sidiary, has -refused since A pril 
to comply w ith a WLB order 
directing i t  to sign a contract with 
the CIO Oil Workers at its Ingle
wood, Texas, plant.

Last week, the WLB issued an
other “ final”  compliance order 
which the company promptly 
placed in its “ permanent files” —-. 
the waste-paper basket.

A t the WLB compliance hear
ing a couple of weeks ago, the 
company was asked why i t  refused 
to obey the WLB directives. Com
pany officials blandly pointed out 
that the union already has a no
strike contract w ith the company 
and they fe lt no compulsion to 
sign a maintenance of member
ship clause since such a refusal 
could not possibly end—in a 
strike.

* * *

R. J. Thomas, President of the 
CIO Automobile Workers Union, 
testified last Friday before the 
Federal court in New York City 
in defense of Thomas De'Lorenzo, 
President of the m ilitant Brewster 
Aeronautical Local 365. The gov
ernment is try in g  to railroad De 
Lorenzo to prison on a charge of 
making false statements on an 
application which he filled out in 
connection w ith his appointment 
by Thomas as a temporary 
representative on a local WLB 
panel. De Lorenzo’s real “ crime”  
was defending his local’s m ilitant 
policy and strike actions when he 
testified before an anti - labor 
hearing of the House Naval 
A ffa irs  Committee last fa ll.

The government union-busters, 
obviously intent .on “ getting”  De 
Lorenzo in reprisal for the ligh t
ing record of his local, dug up 
the “false statement”  charge and 
are ruthlessly prosecuting it. De 
Lorenzo has pointed out the con
trast between -the government’s 
ferocity in  pressing the case and 
the charge itself, which is “ a 
misdemeanor, like spitting on a 
sidewalk.”

Thomas, who was granted per
mission to testify  prior to the 
opening of the tria l, scheduled to 
s ta rt August 1, pointed out that 
the filling  out of the application 
had no legal weight because a 
post as a -union representative on 
the WLB did not come under the 
Civil Service Jaws and require
ments.

Delegation W ill Present Pardon Demand; 
Over 2,000,000 Back Plea To Free The 18

(Continued from page 1)

labor. Last week, W illiam S. H il- 
ger, Assistant Regional Director 
of D istrict 9, UAW-CIO, wrote to 
President Roosevelt:

“ I  would like to add my per
sonal support to the action of 
my union (UAW-CIO) and 1 
earnestly request you "to pardon 
these 18 members of organized 
labor who are now serving feder
al prison sentences. While, per
sonally., I  m ight disagree with 
many of the things tha t these 
-defendants n r the ir political par
ty  stand for, nevertheless, I  feel 
very strongly that their rights to 
their own beliefs and their free
dom to express these , beliefs 
should be safeguarded by our Na
tion. I  believe tha t the principle 
of fre.e speech guaranteed by our 
Constitution bas teen violated in 
the conviction of these men.”  H il- 
ger appealed to the President “ to 
•correct th is  miscarriage of justice 
:by giving fu l l  pardon to these 
members of organized labor.”

SEVEN MONTHS IN  JA IL
The presentation of the pardon 

applications comes seven months 
a fter the 18 Minneapolis Labor 
Case defendants entered prison. 
This case is the outstanding vio
lation of civ il rights during World 
War I I  in this country. The prose
cution and conviction was under 
•the notorious Smith “ Gag”  Act of 
1940, the f irs t  federal law since 
the 1798 Alien and Sedition Acts 
to  make mere -expression of opin
ion a “ crime.”

Reynolds Tobacco Company, 
• w h i c h  manufactures Camel 
cigarettes, has continued its long 
vicious battle against unionism 
by a frameup against W illiam 
DeBerry, Negro organizer of the 
•CIO United Cannery Workers 
which won an NLRB collective 
bargaining election at the com 
pany’s huge plant in Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina.

DeBerry was sentenced by a 
local police court to 30 days -on 
the road gang when a white 
woman member of the company 
union Reynolds’ Association ae 
cused him of slapping her during 
a crowded hearing before a WLB 
panel. Nobody heard any out
cry or witnessed any disturbance 
But when DeBerry appealed his 
frameup conviction ,to the Superior 
Count, that juridical agency o f 
Southern “ white supremacy 
Bourbonism raised the sentence 
to 60 days.

The union is again appealing 
the case, but i t  states tha t “ in a 
city owned lock, stock and barrel 
by the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co., ,and With their great influence1 
in the state, the outcome is 
doubtful. . . The one chance fo r 
the c ity  to have -any -semblance -of 
democracy and freedom depends 
on the firm  establishment of the 
trade union movement.”

Following the tr ia l and convic-tj) 
tions in December 1941, the ver
dict was appealed to the higher 
federal courts and fina lly  to the 
Supreme Court. The la tter body, 
in an unprecedented action, three 
times refused to hear an appeal 
or review the- convictions. Thus, 
the Supreme Court itse lf became 
a party to this frameup.

The Civil Rights Defense Com
mittee then launched a campaign 
to  secure a presidential pardon. 
Today, the demand fo r -the free
dom of the 18 bas been carried 
to the White House itself by the 
voices of over 2,000,000 defend
ers of workers rights. The liber
ation of the 18 w ill be won only 
through the united support of all 
labor and liberal forces. A  still 
greater volume of protest must 
pour in ; progressive opinion must 
be mobilized to the fullest extent 
while the pardon appeal is under 
consideration.

During the past week, addition
al support has been expressed by 
resolutions a n d  contributions 
from the following unions: Radio 
Accessory Workers, Local 105, 
UERW, Philadelphia; UAW-CIO, 
Local 267, Elizabeth, N. J.; Uni
ted Dairy Workers, URWDSEA- 
CIO,, Local 83, Detro it; United 
Warehouse Employees, URWDS- 
EA-CIO Local 543, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Brewery Workers, Local 227, San 
Francisco; and the following lo
cals of the Workmen’s Benefit 
Fund: Local 4, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Local 316, Belleville, 111., Local 70, 
Bronx, N. Y., Local 275, Portland, 
Oregon.

CRDC Secretary

Because of their success in sell
ing 3-month subscriptions during 
the M ilitan t Subscription Cam
paign, San Pedro is now concen
trating on this method of intro
ducing The M ilitant to worker 
contacts:

“ The San Pedro Branch has 
decided to change the nature of 
its M ilitant distributions. In view 
of our success in selling subs in 
the past period, we feel that i t  
would be wiser to concentrate our ; 
forces on this work than on plant 
distributions.

“ W ith this in mind we have 
selected only two unions fo r dis-’, 
-tributions. We feel that we can 
achieve more by distributions at 
these points plus sub sales as we 
distribute than in  the policy 
followed heretofore.”

* * *
A ll of the branches, realizing 

the opportunity afforded them 
through the ‘3-month subscription 
offer, are still going out after 
these 25c. subs. We quote from 
some of the letters received: 

Cleveland: “ This week brought 
in fifteen subs. We expect to in
tensify our campaign next week 
by setting a thirty-sub lim it 
and having a- complete branch 
mobilization. Again we are short 
of sub cards. The branch has 
authorized me to ask for fifty  
more. We understand these blanks 
have a permanent value—like 
money.'”

St. Paul: “ We all think the plan 
fo r the new campaign, to start 
September 1, sounds perfectly 
swell. I ’m going to check over 
our publications and see exactly 
how much we’ll need. . . Was very 
pleased w ith the sub results.
One more thing. We are out of 
25c. cards. Please send us twenty- 
five cards.”

Milwaukee.: “ We plan to keep 
on getting subs -so -send ¡us ten 
more special sub cards.”

•Seattle: “ We ,ar,e out o f the 
campaign cards and therefore had 
to use regular blanks. I  reckon 
you w ill accept them ¡just -as 
well. . . We are almost through

This Coupon and 25 Cents Entitles You to a 
3-Month Subscription to

the Militant
A  W E E K L Y  N E W S P A P E R

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

Published in  the interests of the Working People 
The only newspaper in  this country that tells the tru th  

about labor’s struggles fo r a better world

You may start my subscription to THE M IL ITA N T  w ith your 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER of 13 issues fo r 25c.
I  enclose 25c (coin or stamps).

Name .................................................................................................. ....
(Please Prin t)

S tre e t............................................................................Apt. ...................

C ity

State

.Zone

George Novack, National Secretary of the-Civil Rights Defense 
Committee, examines the bound volumes of petitions and resolu
tions urging pardon fo r the 18 Minneapolis Labor Case prisoners. 
These w ill be presented to the Presidential Pardon Authority on 
August 2.

JAILED BRITISH TROTSKYISTS 
ISSUE PARTY BUILDING CALL

Issuing a statement from their prison cells, three of the four 
British Trotskyists jailed by Churchill's Tory government, call
ed upon their comrades of the Revolutionary Communist Party 
of Great Britain (Trotskyist) to continue the work of building 
the Fourth ¡International. Ann Keen, fourth of the convicted 
British comrades, has been released upon completion of her 13- 
day sentence.

The statement, reprinted from®------------------------------------- ------------

MEXICAN STALINISTS RENEW 
ANTI-TROTSKYIST CAMPAIGN

on the drive for renewals on the 
25-centers that we sold previous 
to the national campaign. We 
have done fa ir ly  well on getting 
6-month renewals.”

Our Plenty wood Montana agent 
continues to send in subscriptions. 
His latest letter containing a sub
scription fo r Antelope and one fo r 
W olf Point states: “ The W olf 
Point subscriber has been sick fo r 
about three months. She was to 
do, same work fo r the paper and 
F. 1.1 hope she gets around soon 
as she is a good worker.”

*  *  *

The following requests further 
indicate the widening influence of 
The M ilitant:

Seafarers’ International Union 
of North America, Chicago: “ W ill 
you send ten copies of your July 
8 issue? Enclosed find 50c.”  (This 
issue of The M ilitan t contains two 
maritime articles: New NMU 
Hall—Facade to Hide Union 
Retreat by Richard K irk  and Ship 
Crew Strike Gets Fast Action, 
•Chicago.)

The Countercurrent, Boston 
(anti-Fascist monthly): “ We are 
entering your name on our -mail
ing  list, and we w ill appreciate 
your doing likewise by adding our 
name to your mailing lis t.”

Toledo Agent: “ Can you send 
us 100 mope copies of M ilitant 
No. 29. We want to send a copy 
of the article about Ed Duck to 
auto worker militants here.”  
(Toledo Union Official Ducks 
Pertinent Issue by Harvey Brown, 
July 15 issue.)

*  *  *

Readers of The M ilitant send 
the following welcome comments:

Detroit: “ Like your paper very 
much, especially The Negro 
Struggle and Shop Talks on 
Socialism. I want to subscribe. 
Enclose $2 fo r one-year.”

Rockland, ¡Ohio.: “ Wall you
please te ll V. Grey that the ar
ticles, Shop Talks on Socialism, 
are the best, down-to-earth ex
planation of socialism in action. 
I -think they would make excellent 
additions to a worker’s library in 
book form .”

Grace Carlson: “J s it here w rit
ing with The M ilitan t spread out 
before me. Last night I  read i t  
through, column by column, ad by 
ad. There are a lo t of things s till 
Hacking-in ¡my life , but when I get 
the July 15 M ilitant .on July 15 
and read i t  through on July -15, 
I feel that my life  is pretty rich. 
The paper looks good, both from 
an over-all view and from a 
column by column analysis. Please 
offer my congratulations to the 
editors. I t ’s a good paper to be 
going out to. the 7,614 new 
readers. (What a record!).”

B u y  T H E  M IL IT A N T
IN  CHICAGO 

at
THE SOCIALIST WORKERS' 

BOOKSHOP
160 N. WELLS STREET 

TeL Dea. 7562

The Stalinist slander machine 
has opened a ferocious campaign 
against the Mexican section of 
the Fourth International. By in
citing a lynch spirit against the 
Trotskyists, Stalin’s agents are 
aiming to put pressure upon the 
Mexican government to  per
secute the Trotskyist leaders and 
to clear the way for the murder
ous activities of Stalin’s secret 
police, the GPU. Similar cam
paigns of poisonous lies preceded 
the assassination of Leon Trotsky 
in August 1940.

The mid-July issue of Lucha 
Obrera, organ of the Mexican 
section of the Fourth Interna-;! 
tional, exposes -the Stalinist 
efforts “ to disorient the workers 
and the Mexican authorities, by 
presenting the Trotskyists as 
‘fifth-columnists,’ ‘pro-Nazis,’ and 
finally as ‘in league w ith the 
Sinarquist activities’.”

Lombardo Toledano, head of the 
Stalinist-dominated Confederación 
de Trabajadores Mexicanos (Fed
eration of Mexican Workers), in 
an .article published in M itin de

Bellas Artes, “ identified”  the 
Trotskyists with the Sinarquist 
movement, a Catholic - fascist 
group. U tiliz ing Toledano’s false
hoods, the Communist Party of 
Mexico on June 29, issued a state
ment to the Mexican Secretary of 
State, demanding that he “ in
vestigate to the h ilt”  the ac
tivities charged by Toledano. This 
is the culmination of a continu
ous stream of slanderous articles 
appearing fo r several months in 
the Stalinist papers of Mexico 
City.

Lucha Obrera, pointing out that 
the Stalinist incitation in Mexico 
coincides with similar attacks of j 
the Stalinists upon working class 
organizations in England and the 
United States, calls fo r a united 
front of all workers’ and farmers’ 
organizations against the attack. 
■It warns: the Stalinists “ are on 
the other side of the barricades, 
the side of the exploiters of the 
working class. . . Today they try  
to destroy our organization; 
tomorrow they w ill attack your 
unions.”

the July issua of the Socialist 
Appeal, organ of the British 
Revolutionary Communist Party 
(Trotskyist), reads:

“ We have been convicted and 
imprisoned because of our ad
vocacy of the program of the 
Fourth International. The tria l 
has demonstrated -clearly that 
evidence or no evidence, the 
capitalist class Will condemn 
revolutionaries to persecution.

“ We .affirm that such persecu
tion and imprisonment w ill not 
shake our fa ith  in the correctness 
■of our program. -On the contrary, 
we believe that the working class 
w ill not have any alternative but 
the leadership of the Fourth In 
ternational for its emancipation.

“ A t this critical juncture in the 
history of our party in Britain, 
the main task of our comrades is 
to close their ranks, to kn it the 
party together and march forward 
united, in a sp irit of comradeship 
and w ith that singleness of pur
pose which alone w ill gain us the 
leadership of the British working 
class.

“ The watchword of the mem
bers of the Party must be: 
UNITE THE RANKS! BUILD 
THE PARTY! FOR THE VIC
TORY OF THE FOURTH IN 
TERNATIONAL!”

GAINING SUPPORT
The Trotskyist leaders, con

victed of aiding workers on strike 
under the vicious Trade Disputes 
Act of 1926, are winning the sup
port of widening sections of the 
British working class. Their m ili
tant defense of revolutionary 
socialist principles on the witness 
stand has made i t  clear that these 
views were the primary reason 
fo r their imprisonment, and their

participation in the struggle of the 
Tyneside Apprentices, only the 
pretext fo r persecution. Leaders 
of the apprentices who had struck 
against the P it Ballot Scheme of 
drafting youths fo r labor in the 
mines, testified fo r the defense.

We ask readers and friends of 
The M ilitant to give fu ll support 
to our British comrades victimized 
by Churchill’s government. The 
$1,000 Solidarity Fund, launched 
on June 24, is now just $176.60 
short of its goal. Send your con
tribution today to the Business 
Manager of The M ilitant, 116 
University Place, ,N. Y. 8, N. Y.

B R I T I S H  F U N D  
C O N T R I B U T I O N S  

From S.W.P. Branches
New York $177:00
Los Angeles 100.00
San Francisco 100.00
Detroit 100.00
Chicago 94.00
Seattle 75.00
Twin Cities 22.50
Newark 25.00
Buffalo 25/00
Bayonne 11.90
Cleveland 15.00
Akron 10.00
Youngstown 13.00
New Haven 5.00
Allentown 5.00
Milwaukee 5.00
Quakertown 5.00
Reading 5.00
Rochester 5.00
St. Louis 5.00

TOTAL 803.40
From Individuals 20.00

TOTAL 823.40

LATEST F. I. CELEBRATES 
10 YEARS of PUBLICATION

The July issue of Fourth In
ternational, now on sale, celebrates 
•the tenth anniversary of the 
Trotskyist monthly theoretical 
magazine. The leading editorial 
in this issue gives an account of 
the decade of political struggle 
waged by the magazine fo r the 
ideas and program of unfalsified 
Marxism. The editorial declara
tion which first set fo rth  the pur
poses of the periodical, then 
called The New International, is 
reprinted in fu ll to demonstrate 
how fa ith fu lly  the magazine has 
adhered to its original program.

“ The present issue rounds out 
ten years of the consistent pub
lication of the Marxist theore
tical magazine,”  write the editors. 
“ In  the annals of the revolu
tionary movement i t  would be 
difficult to point ¡to a comparable 
achievement. The Trotskyists ¡have 
been able to attain tfiis magni
ficent record in a period of un
precedented reaction, of enorm
ous working class defeats, of 
degeneration w ithin the working 
class movement. This is a tribute 
■to the unshakeable strength of our 
•ideas. I t  is another augury of the 
■invincible power which w ill carry 
our movement forward to the vic
tory of world socialism in the 
stormy days ahead.”

Featured in the current issue 
are four articles dealing w ith the 
labor and revolutionary socialist 
movements in different coun
tries. J. B. Stuart contributes an 
article on the recent ¡elections in 
Cuba which placed the Grau San 
Martin government in power. The 
London correspondent of Fourth 
International analyzes the crisis 
confronting the British Labor 
Party. A  worker participant in 
the 1934 revolt in Austria sum
marizes the lessons of this 
catastrophic defeat fo r the Aus
trian and European working class. 
The second installment of the 
manifesto of the Australian sec
tion of the Trotskyist movement, 
entitled “ The Australian Working

Class and the War,”  rounds out 
the group.

The editors’ review of the main 
events of the month includes an 
account of the tasks confronting 
the Ita lian workers one year after 
the fa ll -of fascism; comment 
upon the imprisonment of the 
British Trotskyists fo r violating 
the anti-labor Trade Disputes 
Act; and an exposure of Stalin’s 
reactionary policy in Roumania.

The last section of Leon 
Trotsky’s ‘b rillian t articles on the 
m ilitary problems of the Soviet 
State is published in this issue. 
Also the second part of Felix 
Morrow’s analysis of the social 
role and roots of (religion.

Single copies of Fourth In 
ternational may be obtained for 
20 cents, a yearly subscription for 
$2, 'by ordering from the Business 
Manager, 116 'University Place,' 
New York 3, N. Y.

Soldier Fighting On Anzio Beach-head 
Protests Imprisonment of Trotskyists

The following letter was written by a soldier in a dug- 
out on the Anzio beach-head, protesting against the imprison
ment of Trotskyist leaders by the Churchill and Roosevelt gov
ernments. I t  appeared in the July issue of the Socialist Appeal, 
organ of the B ritish  Revolutionary Communist Party (Trot
skyist).

“ Dear Comrade,
“ My friends and I  have read the press attacks, and their 

demands fo r strong action. A  sim ilar attack has gone on 
against the 18 American Trotskyists,

“ They, the 18, showed what s tu ff they were made of. 
They are an inspiration to all who figh t fo r workers’ rights 
and who w ill defend those r lg lils  regardless of boss-class at
tacks.

“ Let the workers take note of whom the bosses attack 
and seek to suppress. As -in all past history, they attempt to 
get rid of the real leadership. They w ill not succeed, no matter 
how ruthlessly they lash out. Their attacks are a sign of 
your strength and their weakness. I  send you my very test 
wishes fo r the fig h t in which you are about to engage.

“ I  also send ten ¡pounds to help you in  these d ifficult days. 
1 write this letter ¡in a tdugout on Anzio Beach-fiead, to the 
sound of violent a rtille ry  f ire ; ¡all .hell seems to have been Jet 
loose—the music of an ¡outworn system!

“ Greetings ¡from this dugout on Anzio, and a warning 
to trade unionists, tha t to fa il to come to your defense now, 
is to open the way fo r the big anti-labor drive of the boss- 
class. Today i t  is you in the vanguard; tomorrow they w ill 
attack the whole labor movement.

“Here, we -vow in -our dugouts: ‘Never again.’ An inde
pendent working class movement is the greatest assurance 
that this time i t  w ill be ‘Never again,’ and that the working 
class w ill not only ¡end ¡this bloodbath, but w ill establish a de
cent and a sane society.

“ I ’m sorry that I  cannot w rite ¡more, and must apologize 
i f  this letter is a ¡little disjointed, but, as you know, we are 
in the throes <of an attack. I  suppose that there is  a good 
menu at the Savoy tonight, and nice clean beds fo r those 
who make the millions out of this. WE SHALL NOT FOR
GET THEM!

“ Success in the fig h t. Yours fraternally,

“From a dugout on Anzio.”

San Francisco
C IV IL  F IG H T S  DEFENSE C O M M ITTE E

Presents
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—  DANCING FOLLOWING THE FILMS — 

Sunday, August 13, 8:30 p. m.

305 Grant Avenue San Francisco
Subscription: 75 Cents
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How The German Revolution Of 1918 Began
B y  R u th  Johnson

The capitalist-junker ruling class of Germany is once more 
shaking in mortal fear before the specter of the workers revolu
tion. Deadly conflict among Germany’s rulers, reflecting the 
irrepressible insurgence of the masses, is a product of their panic. 
They know the forces that are preparing to spell their doom — 
for they remember 1918. In the fall of that year, the workers, 
soldiers and sailors rose up in their revolutionary might, sweep
ing aside the monarchical and m ilitarist scum, and. proclaimed 
the Socialist Republic of Ger-®

©'

many.
The German Revolution, sig

nalized by the great Kiel mu
tiny, had its origins in far earl
ier events. The revolution was 
heralded on May Day, 1916, 
when 10,000 German workers 
assembled on the Potsdam Platz 
to hear Karl Liebknecht, revolu
tionary Socialist member of the 
Reichstag, shout “ Down with 
war and down with the govern
ment.”  For his m ilitant opposi
tion to the war, Liebknecht was 
sentenced to two years and six 
months of imprisonment at hard 
labor. On the day his sentence 
was proclaimed, 55,000 workers 
le ft a munitions factory in Berlin, 
in a tremendous protest strike 
which threatened to cripple the 
Kaiser’s war machine.

German m ilitarists combed the 
ranks of the strikers, sending 
thousands of the strike leaders 
into the front-line trenches. For 
months it  appeared that the army 
had successfully smothered the 
anti-war movement of the Ger
man working class. But the m ili
tarists had only banked the fires 
of revolution. In April, 1917, a 
new surge of strikes, inspired by 
the February overthrow of Czar- 
ism in Russia, crippled the muni
tions factories of Germany. A ll 
over the nation, workers were 
pouring into the streets; 300,000 
went on strike in Berlin alone.

FACTORIES PURGED
Once again the factories were 

“ cleaned out,”  and the strike- 
leaders sent to the fronts. Once 
more the German General Staff 
banked the fires at home, by 
sending the m ilitant workers to 
the blood-soaked battlefields.

And once more the respite was 
a brief one. The great October 
Revolution establishing the work
ers’ state in Russia in 1917, 
followed by months of fraterniza
tion of Red Army soldiers with 
the German troops on the Eastern 
front, dealt a death-blow to the 
morale of the German army. 
Hundreds of thousands of deser
ters streamed back to their homes. 
In turn, they added to the 
demoralization of the war-weary 
civilian masses. Factories became 
centers from which radical work
ers began propagating the ideas 
of the socialist revolution.

Hindenburg and Ludendorff, 
terrified by the temper of the 
workers and soldiers, demanded 
that the Kaiser make peace 
proposals to the Allied rulers, in 
order to turn all forces against 
the growing rebellion at home. 
Simultaneously, a jo in t confer
ence of the revolutionary Spar- 
takus League under the leader
ship of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl 
Liebknecht, and the “ le ft wing 
radicals,”  intensified their agita
tion amongst the troops, in itia ting

the formation of workers’ and 
soldiers’ councils.

In a desperate effort to preserve 
capitalist control under th e  
monarchical regime, a new “ par
liamentary”  government was 
farmed with Prince Max of Baden 
at its head to replace the dis
credited Kaiser Wilhelm. Paul 
Froelich wrote, in his biography 
of Rosa Luxemburg, “ The intro
duction of democracy into the 
whole of political life  was an
nounced, but at the same time, 
troops the government thought 
s till reliable were concentrated in 
Berlin to crush any rising of the 
people. Freedom of assembly was 
proclaimed, but police prohibitions 
made it  a farce, and demonstra
tions were fired upon. Each new 
measure, each new act of violence, 
and each new concession com
pleted the process of dislocation.”

Under the unrelenting pressure 
of the masses, an amnesty was 
issued fo r political prisoners on 
October 20, 1918. Among the 
prisoners released was Karl 
Liebknecht, who was triumphant
ly  greeted by the workers of 
Berlin. Three weeks later, Rosa 
Luxemburg too was released.

Day by day the fronts were 
collapsing. On October 26, Luden
dorff fled the country. On October 
28, the German Admiralty, in a 
final burst of desperation, ordered 
a “ decisive”  battle in the North 
Sea. But there were revolutionary 
Councils on the vessels. The 
sailors answered the order “ Action 
Stations”  by raiking out the fires 
in the boiler-rooms and immobiliz
ing every ship in the harbor of 
Kiel.

THE REVOLUTION BEGINS
Froelich reports, “ On board, the 

officers had already lost com
mand, but on land they made a 
last attempt to crush the rising 
by arresting 200 sailors. The 
others then . . . joined forces with 
the workers of Kiel. W ithin a day 
or so the movement had developed 
into a general strike in ships and 
in factories. On November 4, the 
Governor of Kiel was forced to 
sgpigpr, and the Workers’ and 
Sailors’ Council 4  made itself 
master' of the town . . .  i t  was 
the German Revolution, and now 
it  spread from town to town like 
fire through stubble.”

On November 9, hundreds of 
thousands of workers poured into 
the streets of Berlin. Kaiser 
Wilhem fled to Holland. The 
Crown Prince, terrified, renounced 
his “ r igh t to succession,”  and 
handed over the office of chan
cellor to the Social Democrat, 
Fritz Ebert, who had openly an
nounced that he “ hated revolu
tions.”  Liebknecht proclaimed the 
Socialist Republic, while councils 
elected in the factories and 
barracks asserted their right to 
the power of government. Work-

Firing Line of the Spartacists

Armed workers of the Spartakus group, shown in the streets 
of Berlin as they took their posts to defend themselves against the 
counter-revolutionary attack.
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Revolutionary Sailors in Berlin

Revolutionary sailors, whose brothers-in-arms initiated the German Revolution by the uprising 
at Kiel. t-~-ke over the Castle of Berlin after the Kaiser fled the country.

ers occupied Government build
ings; political prisoners were 
freed.

The German bourgeoisie, its 
own leadership bankrupt and 
desperate, followed the lead of 
the monarchy and placed its fate 
in the hands of Ebert and the 
Social Democracy. On November 
10, Ebert was elected head of the 
government by the Berlin Work
ers’ and Soldiers’ Councils. On 
November 11, the Armistice was 
signed with the Allies, and Ebert 
made his own agreement w ith the 
General S taff to crush the revolu
tionary workers of Berlin.

The next two months were busy 
ones fo r the official heads of 
the Social-Democracy, preparing 
plans fo r the counter-revolution. 
By November 30, the Ebert gov
ernment had raised an army fo r 
the struggle against Bolshevik 
Russia, the source of inspiration 
fo r the German workers and the 
deadly threat to capitalist rule in 
all Europe. The ranks of this 
newly formed army melted away, 
as the revolutionary mood of the 
workers took hold.

But in December, Ebert had 
ready a corps of 15,000 men 
financed by the capitalists, and 
made up largely of “ dependable”  
sons of the Junkers. On December 
6, a group of these mercenaries 
occupied the offices of the 
revolutionary paper Rote Fahne,

edited by Rosa Luxemburg to 
spread the propaganda of the 
Spartakus League. Rote Fahne, 
written to prepare the workers 
fo r the taking of power, while 
holding them back from any 
premature putsch, was the 
greatest obstacle to the counter
revolution which hoped to crush 
the revolution in its firs t stage 
of development.

The Social Democratic scoun
drels continued their provocations 
to drive the revolutionary work
ers into unprepared action. On the 
very day of the raid on Rote 
Fahne, a second group of mer
cenaries fired upon a revolu
tionary demonstration, k illing  
eighteen workers. On December 
7, they attempted to kidnap 
Liebknecht. Every day they issued 
new incitations against Lieb
knecht and Luxemburg, offered 
rewards for their capture “ dead 
or alive.”  Barely a month later, 
both Liebknecht and Luxemburg 
were arrested and assassinated, in 
the January, 1919 reign of terror 
that le ft the proletariat leaderless 
at the moment of crisis.

The revolution was crushed, the 
victorious Social Democracy re
stored control of the government 
to the bourgeoisie, and robbed 
tlïé' young Soviet Union of what 
would have been its greatest ally, 
a Soviet Germany. The murderers 
of Liebknecht and Luxemburg,

never punished by the Social 
Democracy which incited their 
deeds, were rewarded by high 
posts in the police courts of H itler 
after the 1933 events.

Today, the German ruling class 
is once more split asunder by 
m ilita ry defeats and by the grow
ing rebelliousness of the workers 
and soldiers. The Junkers seek to 
replace H itler, as they did the 
Kaiser, w ith a new figurehead and 
a new dictatorship capable of 
holding together the crumbling 
capitalist regime, until a new 
deal may be made w ith the Anglo- 
American imperialists. In Ita ly  
a year ago, i t  was the seething 
discontent and demonstrative op
position of the masses which 
forced the m ilitarists to depose 
Mussolini. In Germany, too, only 
the threat of the advancing prole
tarian revolution could drive the 
Junkers to risk their heads.

But the vanguard of the German 
working class has assimilated the 
harsh lessons of their struggles 
since 1918. The utterly decadent 
capitalist system which has im
posed so much misery upon them 
is fa r weaker today and has very 
few inner resources le ft with 
which to stem their revolutionary 
upsurge. When the workers arise 
this time, they w ill have'“every: 
possibility to realize the goal of 
their first great revolution, the 
Socialist Republic.

CONFESSIONS OF A  DRONE
What A Press Magnate Once Thought of Himself

B y R a lp h  G raham
One of the most powerful newspapers in America is the New 

York D aily News. It is also one of the greatest profit-makers 
in the world. Housed in a $10,000,000 building, it has a circula
tion of close to 2,000,000 on weekdays and 3,000,000 on Sun
days. It was founded 25 years ago by Joseph Medill Patterson 
of wealthy Chicago parentage. He owns the tabloid today and 
dictates its policies.

Like the rest of the big press,®
the D aily  News is a staunch up
holder of capitalism, the so-call
ed system of "free enterprise." 
It is anti-labor and anti-social
ist.. As a big business institu
tion, it has close ties with big 
business as a whole and its mul
ti-m illionaire proprietor natur
a lly moves in the social circle 
of the capitalist parasites who 
collectively own and dominate 
America.
YOUNG REBEL

There was a time, however, 
when Patterson did not think as 
he thinks now. When a young 
man he became a Socialist. That 
was back in 1906. Patterson had 
inherited a fortune and lived the 
life  of a useless social parasite 
like the rest of the sons of the 
rich. But like a few others of his 
class before and since, he came 
to realize the iniquities of capital
ism and temporarily rebelled 
against them. He proclaimed 
himself a Socialist and wrote a 
series of articles entitled "Con
fessions of a Drone”  which ap
peared in the Chicago newspaper, 
The Independent. The confessions 
caused quite a flu tte r among the 
idle rich, fo r they constituted 
some of the most te lling Socialist 
propaganda of that time.

When Patterson le ft college he 
went to work fo r the Chicago 
Tribune, just as many other 
wealthy young men get them
selves jobs when they become 
aware of their parasitic life  and 
seek to ease their consciences. 
But he had no illusions about what 
he was doing.

“ I started at the bottom,”  he 
related—at SI5 a week—like his 
college friends who went into the 
Wall Street offices of their 
fathers. “ But I  knew i t  was play
acting all the time, just as they 
did. I  was not living on a $15-a- 
wfeek basis and they were not 
liv ing on a $3-a-week basis. I 
wasn’t  afraid of losing my job. . . 
I got an ‘allowance’ in addition

The Allied M ilitary Government’s Plan 
To Preserve Decayed Capitalist Order

B y  L yd ia  B enne tt
It is now dear even to the most backward that the invasion 

of Europe confronted the “ United Nations”  strategists not only 
with the task of organizing the “ greatest m ilita ry  maneuver in 
history”  but with a colossal (and in the last analysis unsolvable) 
political problem. Granted the m ilita ry  victory, practically 
assured by the superior resources of men and materiel at the 
disposal of the "United Nations,”  the problem of the political 
consolidation o f the conquered territory immediately arose as 
the big issue.

The delicate question of adapting governmental forms to 
the new needs is at once posed.
When fascistically organized 
countries are invaded, the con
solidation o f the civilian popula
tions should (fo r purposes of 
morale) be predicated upon the 
overthrow of the existing regime 
without a disturbance of the basic 
capitalist forms of economy.

AMG POLICY
A recognition of this is given 

in the handbook of the Allied 
M ilita ry  Government in Occupied 
Territory (Manual of Land War
fare) when i t  declares that the 
primary task of AMG is to re
establish the rule of law. This in
volves two tasks: (1) the purging 
of the body of the law of fascist 
and national socialist accretions 
and modifications, and (2) the 
strengthening of the authority of 
the regular courts.

Now, regular courts can mean 
only one thing in the Manual of 
the AMG: courts operating for 
the purpose of safeguarding and 
stabilizing the private property 
relationships of a capitalist 
society. In other words, the old 
laws must be maintained but the 
governmental superstructure, the 
shape of which is fascism, should 
i f  possible be eliminated.

When one recognizes that the 
forms of the fascist state or
ganization come naturally into 
existence in a capitalist society 
which is undergoing rapid econ
omic decay and stands in mortal 
fear of the punitive uprising of 
the proletarian and peasant 
masses, then i t  is clear that the 
form can be finally and irrepar
ably smashed only when the con
tent which demands that form 
(decadent capitalism) has been 
eliminated. This can be done only 
by the proletarian revolution 
which would abolish private pro
perty relationships in economy 
and establish socialism.

But the politicians of capital-

ism cannot and w ill not abdicate 
to the proletariat even i f  they 
recognize the insurmountable 
nature of the problem they face. 
Hence their futile and desperate 
attempts to employ all kinds of 
instruments—governmental forms, 
food, promises of land reform, 
etc.—to placate and ultimately to 
disarm the masses in the invaded 
territories.

The Manual of Land Warfare
exhibits, sometimes almost ludi
crously, the basic irreconcilability 
of the announced purposes of the 
AMG and the real task which i t  
must accomplish. Its  first d if
ficulty arises when i t  feels called 
upon to reconcile the dictatorial 
nature of a m ilita ry government 
w ith the loudly advertised promise 
of self-government extended to 
the “ liberated peoples.”  I t  declares 
m ilita ry government to be a step 
toward self-government, the latter 
state to be granted only when 
the masses have been trained— 
through the forms of m ilita ry 
dictatorship ?—to exercise self- 
rule. Thus is raised once more 
the old canard circulated especi
a lly against the revolutionary 
proletariat that the masses cannot 
govern themselves.

M ILITARY RULE
The declared purpose of m ili

ta ry government in occupied ter
ritories is two-fold; to aid the war 
and to harness the civilian 
population to the war effort. This 
of course requires civil peace and 
naturally also strong local gov
ernments. But government is a 
relationship among people and the 
question of personnel arises at 
once to haunt the makers of gov
ernment. Are members of the in
vading armies to be used as of
ficers of the government; or are 
native elements to be pressed into 
service ? And i f  the la tter is 
recognized as the better alterna

tive, what kind of natives are to 
be chosen and who is to choose 
them ?

I t  is obvious that no matter 
what answer is given to these 
questions, endless difficulty en
sues. I f  the question were the 
simple, naked one of walking in, 
armed to the teeth, smashing all 
opposition and setting up a ruth 
less dictatorship, i t  could be 
solved with no great difficulty. 
But i t  is the problem of forestall 
ing revolution and not the lesser 
one of maintaining peace by 
terror which confronts the in 
vading armies. /

I t  is recognized even by the 
not-so-bright m ilita ry experts 
that once the repressive weight 
of fascism is removed from the 
body of a society, instantaneously 
all the artific ia lly “ resolved”  poli
tical disagreements inherent in 
any capitalist society w ill spring 
to the fore to prove they had 
never been absent. The schism to 
right and le ft and the schism be
tween reformism and revolution 
on the le ft w ill at once become 
distinct and probably violent. 
Therefore not only does the 
nature of the government to be 
installed arise, but also the ques
tion whether to recognize govern
ments established by anti-fascist 
elements who of their own volition 
replace fascist regimes.

WORLD WAR I
An interesting precedent fo r 

the last-mentioned difficulty is to 
be found in the policies pursued 
after World War I  by the Allied 
armies of occupation in effecting 
the conditions of the Armistice. 
A United States official state
ment (Hunt Report, 1943) has the 
following to say on the occupation 
of the Ruhr Valley:

“ When the Allies entered 
Germany in December, 1918 
they found that the duly con
stituted local authorities had 
in many places been Soldiers’ 
and Workingmen’s Councils 
which had sprung up during the 
revolution. I t  was then and 
there decided that the m ilitary 
authorities referred to in the 
Armistice were the officials 
chosen under the then existing 
German Law. The Soldiers’ and 
Workingmen’s Councils were 
therefore not recognized.”

Such violations of the clearly 
expressed “ w ill of the liberated 
peoples”  are justified by raising 
a vicious, reactionary argument. 
I t  is loudly announced by the in
vader that he w ill guarantee not 
to allow “ innovations”  in govern
ment forms; that the traditional 
forms of government in the area 
occupied w ill be respected and 
maintained. Since these “ tradi
tional”  forms must of necessity 
be either capitalist or downright 
feudal, the invader is merely safe
guarding his own class interest 
in making this promise. I t  is 
significant that Stalin has lent his 
voice to this political principle.

In the parts of Ita ly  thus fa r 
occupied the practice has sprung 
up of u tiliz ing the lesser figures 
of the fascist regime (and even 
sometimes the most prominent!) 
on the pretext that these elements 
are “ experienced in government”  
and cannot fo r purposes of ef
ficiency be supplanted. The reac
tion to this practice is highly 
significant. In some cases the 
masses have responded only w ith 
half-bewildered verbal protests, 
but in other places the wrath of 
the workers and peasants has 
broken out in physical reprisals 
upon the petty functionaries of 
fascism. I t  is probable that Col. 
Poletti’s sudden demonstrative 
removal of fascists from office in 
Rome and his attempt to make a 
deal w ith the Five-Party Coali
tion on condition that they do not 
strive fo r power among them
selves are concessions to the 
rising indignation of the masses, 
who feel themselves increasingly 
bstrayed.

The disarming of the Italian 
guerilla bands is easily under» 
stood i f  one recognizes the com
pulsion under which the AMG 
operates to maintain civil peace 
while it  must in practice violate 
every promise made in its advance 
propaganda. The realities of the 
politics involved are best shown 
by the attempted disarming of 
the proletarian and peasant 
masses. Related to this, at the 
other pole, is the failure of the 
AMG so fa r to carry through one 
single demonstrative act of 
“ punishment of the war guilty”  
by bringing to tr ia l or executing 
any of the important figures of 
the fascist regime.

to the fifteen—and the allowance 
was by considerable the more 
substantial figure. The allowance 
came from the*pressmen, switch
men, cigarette girls, the other 
reporters, etc., via my family. 
I t  was just this ‘allowance’ that 
makes all the difference.”

SOURCE OF WEALTH
The allowance, of course, came 

from exploitation of the workers 
through corporations whose stocks 
and bonds were held by Patter
son’s family, including stock in 
the Chicago Tribune. Patterson, 
the young Socialist rebel, con
cluded: “ I f  a man produces
$2,009 worth of wealth a year, 
and consumes $10,000 worth a 
year, he is overpaid. I f  he is over
paid, some must be underpaid. 
Socialism urges the underpaid to 
unite and insist on receiving the 
fu ll amount of the wealth they 
produce.”

Much of the income of the 
Patterson fam ily, including that 
of young Patterson himself, came 
from Chicago real estate “ earn
ings.”  Chicago real estate values 
had’ shot up enormously due to 
railroad and industrial develop
ment. Young Patterson revealed 
the real source of this wealth, and 
what happens to it, when he 
wrote:

“The people who came to Chi
cago to work caused the increase 
in value—but I get the benefit of 
it. The men who run the trains 
are underpaid for the work they 
do, and those who ship or travel 
overpay for the sevice they get. 
We capitalists get the margin in 
between.”

This fo rth righ t statement of 
the parasitic role of the capital
ists in society stirred not a little  
anger and consternation in • the 
ranks of the exploiters. But young 
Patterson’s social conscience gave 
him no rest and he braved the 
wrath of his erstwhile class con
freres in his determination to 
bring his apostacy to the notice 
of tho&e fo r whom he intended it  
—the workers. His “ Confessions 
of a Drone”  continued to appear 
in The Independent and some of 
them were republished in the 
Pocket L ibrary of Socialism.

PRODUCERS AND PARASITES
Contrasting the lives of cap

italists and workers, Patterson 
wrote: “ For instance, i t  takes to 
support me just about twenty 
times as much as i t  takes to sup
port an average workingman or 
farmer. And the funny thing 
about i t  is that these workingmen 
and farmers work hard all year 
round, while I don’t  work at all. 
I  have better food, better clothes, 
and better houses than the work
ers who supply me w ith money to 
spend. I  can travel oftener. . . I  
hav.e horses to ride and drive, 
domestic servants . . . the best 
physicians. . . My children w ill 
never go to work in a cotton m ill 
or a sweatshop.

“ In short, I  lead a fa r more 
highly civilized life  than the work
ing people. I  have offered me the 
choice of all the best things that 
man in his stay upon this earth 
has discovered, evolved or created. 
The working people do not have 
this choice offered them. There

are le ft fo r them the shoddy 
things of life—hard work and 
small reward. I have litt le  or no 
work and the earth’s best fo r 
reward.

“ The work of the working peo
ple, and nothing else, produces the 
wealth, which, by some hocus- 
pocus arrangement, is transferred 
to me, leaving them bare. While 
they support me in splendid style, 
what do I do for them? Let the 
candid upholder of the present 
order answer, fo r I  am not aware 
of doing anything for them.

“ I t  is said that I supply a wage 
fund out of which their wages 
are paid. Nonsense. I f  every bond 
and stock certificate and every 
real estate abstract were burned 
today in a huge bonfhvs, the 
vacated titles of ownership fa lling  
naturally to the community, 
trains would pull out on schedule 
time tomorrow.”

EXPLODES CAPITALIST 
PRETEXTS

Demolishing the hoary argu
ment of the defenders of capital
ism that the workers are less able 
to appreciate and therefore less 
deserving of the good things of 
life, Patterson had this to say:

“ That my life  is so much com
pleter than the lives of the work
ers who support me has been ex
cused on the ground that they are 
less ‘cultivated’ and, therefore, 
less fitted to enjoy things which 
please me. But that seems a litt le  
like begging the question. . . I  
don’t  think i t  was entirely natural 
aptitude that marked me out fo r 
a university education, since I  
remember that frequently I had 
to pay money to tutors to d rill 
into my head information of a 
remarkably simple character.”

The young capitalist rebel 
against capitalism had no doubt 
whatever as to what was wrong 
with society and what should be 
done about it. Said he: “ Insofar as 
they (the capitalists) receive in 
terest, profit and rent, they are 
economic idlers, taking to ll of the 
labor of others and returning 
nothing; insofar as they actively 
further business, by superinten
dence or otherwise, they are 
laborers, worthy in many cases 
of their hire. The wealth appro
priated by capital through the 
agencies of rent, profit and in 
terest is obviously appropriated 
from the working people, the 
creators of a ll wealth. Therefore 
it is to the working people that 
Socialism addresses itself, urging 
them to veto their own further 
exploitation.”

A ll this was written nearly 
fo rty  years ago. Today as then, 
Joseph Medill Patterson is a 
wealthy capitalist, though much 
wealthier today than then. His 
additional great wealth has come 
from that very robbery of the 
working-class which he denounced. 
In addition to ownership of the 
Daily News, he has huge real 
estate interests and owns stocks 
and bonds of great industrial and 
commercial corporations. But his 
parasitic existence bothers him 
no more. Wh*re once he preached 
Socialism, he now defends capital-- 
ism.

In Detroit, Mich.
You can get 

THE M IL ITA N T  
at the

FAM ILY THEATRE  
NEWSSTAND 

opposite the theatre

4th INTERNATIONAL STANDS 
ON PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM

The Fourth International does 
not search after and does not 
invent panaceas. I t  takes its stand 
completely on Marxism as the 
only revolutionary doctrine that 
enables one to understand reality; 
unearth the cause behind the 
defeats and consciously prepare 
fo r victory. The Fourth Interna
tional continues the tradition of 
Bolshevism which first showed the 
proletariat how to conquer power. 
The Fourth International sweeps 
away the quacks, charlatans and 
unsolicited teachers of morals.

In a society based upon ex
ploitation; the highest morality 
is that of the social revolution. 
A ll methods are good which raise 
the class consciousness of the 
workers, their trust in their own 
forces, their readiness fo r self- 
sacrifice in the struggle. The im
permissible methods are those 
which implant fear and sub
missiveness in the oppressed be
fore their oppressors, which crush 
the sp irit of protest and indigna
tion, or substitute fo r the w ill of

leaders; fo r conviction—compul
sion; fo r an analysis of reality— 
demagogy and frame-up. That is 
why Social Democracy, prostitut
ing Marxism, and Stalinism—the 
antithesis of Bolshevism—are 
both mortal enemies of the prole
tarian revolution and its morals.

To face reality squarely; not to 
seek the line of least resistance; 
to call things by their righ t 
names; to speak the truth  to the 
masses—no matter how b itter i t  
may be; not to fear obstacles; to 
be true in litt le  things as in big 
ones; to base one’s program on 
the logic of the class struggle; to 
be bold when the hour for action 
arrives—these are the rules of 
the Fourth International. I t  has 
shown that i t  could swim against 
the stream. The approaching his
torical wave w ill raise i t  on its 
crest.

(From “ The Founding Confer
ence of the Fourth International,”  
page 51. Published by Socialist 
Workers Party, 1939; 128 pp. 25c. 
Order from Pioneer Publishers,

the masses the w ill of the 1116 University PL, N. Y. 8, N. Y.



F O U R - T H E  M I L I T A N T SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 1944

Do The Two Capitalist Parties Really Differ?
The essential question raised by J. M.’s letter is: What is the 

extent and character of the differences on major issues between the 
two parties of American capitalism, the Democratic and Republican ? 
How significant are these differences fo r the American working 
class ?

J. M. is not motivated by any illusions of his, own regarding the 
identity of class aims of the two parties. He is seeking a more pre
cise answer to questions raised by the workers. The M ilitant is glad 
of this opportunity to amplify its position in the ligh t of J. M.’s 
criticisms.

T H E  F U N D A M E N T A L  Q U E S T IO N  IS  T H E  W A R
Today, the fundamental and decisive political question is the 

imperialist war. The position of the various parties on this question 
determines in general the basic character of their policies on both 
domestic and foreign affairs.

On this key question, the war, there are no appreciable d iffe r
ences between the Republican and Democratic Parties. The ques
tion of “ isolationism versus internationalism”  raised by J. M. does 
not alter this basic fact. The terms “ isolationist”  and “ internation
a list”  were applied before the war to two conflicting tendencies 
w ith in  the camp of the American imperialists. They covered d iffer- 
¡nces not in fundamental aims, but in the immediate objectives and 
the tim ing and tempo of American imperialist moves.

Thus a certain section of the capitalists thought/their interests 
could best be served by a war firs t against Japanese imperialism 
fo r the conquest of the Pacific area, postponing to a later stage the 
m ilita ry conflict w ith Germany. Roosevelt represented bolder sec
tors of Wall Street who determined to make the bid fo r world 
domination in one grandiose sweep. Today the developments of the 
war have largely wiped out even these differences. The term “ iso
lationist,”  misleading to begin with, remains only as a convenient 
epithet fo r Democrats to hurl at Republicans.

In  domestic policies, Roosevelt and his party have taken the 
lead in imposing Wall Street’s program on the people. That course 
has been dictated by the very nature and needs of total war itself.

C H IE F  E X E C U T IV E  O F W A L L  S T R E E T ’S W A R
I t  is Roosevelt, as the chief executive agent of Wall Street’s war, 

who has pushed through the basic measures that have ham-strung 
organized labor, stifled the struggles of the workers, and imposed 
the fu ll burden and costs of the war on the masses. Roosevelt clamped 
the unions into the strait-jacket of compulsory arbitration. He en
forced the wage-freeze and job-freeze and decreed forced labor. He 
has pursued a ruthless policy of government strikebreaking through 
plant seizures and the use of troops.

A t the same time, Roosevelt has protected and strengthened 
the monopoly and p ro fit interests of Big Business. He turned the 
war production program over to the corporation “ dollar-a-year”  
agents. He filled the leading posts in his cabinet and war agencies 
w ith outstanding Wall Street representatives, including such in
fluential Republicans as Stimson and Knox. He intervened to scuttle 
a ll anti-trust suits “ fo r the duration.”  His Baruch-Hancock recon
version plan is paving the way fo r the gigantic corporation steal 
of billions worth of government-financed plants.

As one proof that “ important differences”  exist on domestic 
issues between Roosevelt and the Republicans, J. M. cites a few 
selected instances when more Democratic than Republican Congress
men took a “ progressive”  position on bills of a secondary nature. 
These show merely that certain Democrats (and Republicans) are 
occasionally compelled on purely secondary issues to take a more 
“ liberal”  position fo r reasons of political expediency, especially 
when they are under great pressure from the workers in their con
stituencies.

R O O S E V E LT ’ S R E P U T A T IO N  AS A  “ L IB E R A L ”

Roosevelt has the reputation of being “ more liberal”  than the 
Republicans. I t  is a reputation which the liberal and labor hand
maidens of Roosevelt assiduously nurture. Their arguments are 
based almost exclusively on the record of Roosevelt’s reforms dur
ing the 1933-37 “ New Deal”  period. The apologists for Roosevelt 
attempt to place a halo over the long-dead “ New Deal,”  exaggerate 
its  accomplishments, conceal Roosevelt's motivations and the actual 
forces and circumstances which compelled him to act as he did. 
They continue to peddle the fiction that Roosevelt acted out of no 
other interest but “ love of the 'common man.”
. Roosevelt f irs t took office in the midst of the greatest capitalist 
crisis in American history. He was obliged, in order to save the 
capitalist system, to make certain concessions to the workers. But 
the principal actions of Roosevelt during the New Deal period con
sisted of measures directly designed to preserve capitalist profits 
and rule, like the bank moratorium and subsequent bank legisla
tion, the price-fixing National Industrial Recovery Act, the Recon
struction Finance Corporation and similar measures which strength
ened the shaky financial and industrial monopolies.

His much-vaunted social reforms were of a limited character, 
-incidental measures extorted from him by the struggles and pres- 
■sure of the workers. They were doled out in direct proportion to 
ithe intensity of the class struggle and were intended to dampen 
that struggle when no other means availed: Thus, his re lief appro
priations rose and declined in direct ratio to the mass actions of the 

! unemployed and the proxim ity of national elections. Roosevelt’s 
minimum existence re lief program came under the heading of “ r io t 

"insurance and political expediency.”
The same is true of his other concessions to the workers. The 

“ righ t to organize,”  which the labor fakers claim Roosevelt "gave”  
the workers, was only the formal recognition of a rig h t which the 
workers themselves had to wrest from the bosses through thousands 
of b itter and bloody strike struggles. Roosevelt “ gave”  the workers 
only what they could wring from him.

R O O S E V E LT  IS  E R A S IN G  E A R L IE R  
CONCESSIONS

©------------------------------------------------ ©

To The Editors 
Of The Militant:

The lead article 8n the Repub
lican Convention in the July 8 
issue of The M ilitant takes an 
approach with which I must ex
press strong disagreement. Ap
parently in an e ffort to show that 
both major parties are simply 
tools of the big capitalist in
terests, the article takes as its 
point of departure that there are 
no real or major differences of 
policy between the Republicans ■ 
and Roosevelt. I t  says: “ On all the 
major issues, the Republicans 
cannot find in their political 
larder a single crumb of d iffe r
ence w ith Roosevelt’s major 
policies which m ight nourish a 
vigorous and aggressive opposi
tion.”

This is the main theme running 
through the article and in my 
opinion i t  is wrong and should 
be corrected. I f  this false analysis 
of the Republican and ^Democratic 
parties should be pursued in our 
press, i t  w ill impel an intelligent 
worker to put his paper down with 
at best an indulgent smile, per
haps never to pick i t  up again.

REPUBLICANS A N D ' 
DEMOCRATS

The fact that both the Repub
lican and Democratic parties are 
capitalist parties, controlled by 
the capitalists and serving the 
interest^ of the strongest and 
dominant section of the capital
ists, does not mean that there are 
no important differences between 
them. Neither should the fact 
that we refuse to support either 
party induce us to close our eyes 
to these differences. We must 
frankly recognize and deal with 
these differences and show that 
despite them the workers should 
nevertheless build their own 
Labor Party.

The Republican Party is con
trolled by the most powerful sec
tions of Wall Street and for 
popular support depends upon 
small business men, professionals, 
white collar workers, farmers, 
shopkeepers and a sprinkling of 
workers in industry and com
merce.

The Democratic Party in reality 
consists of two distinct sections: 
the landowners and capitalists o f 
the south and the workers in the 
cities of the north, sections of the 
party however being led and 
dominated by the big capitalist 
interests of the country. The ris<j 
and descent during 1932 to 1944 
of the vote-getting power of the 
■New Deal and the Democratic 
Party was determined by the 
attraction—and now lack of i t— 
which i t  held fo r the middle 
classes, i.e. shopkeepers, farmers, 
white collar workers, profes
sionals, etc., who in other years 
supported the Republicans.

This dual composition of the 
Democratic Party meant that so 
long as the New Deal was hold
ing the middle classes and the 
workers, Roosqvelt had the upper 
hand in his party over the 
southern reactionaries. But as 
the years brought disillusionment 
to the middle classes and to 
many workers the New Deal lost 
—and is s till losing—its attrac
tiveness to them and the southern 
wing of the Democratic Party be
came relatively stronger.
THEIR DOMESTIC POLICIES

So far as domestic policy is 
concerned, no one can deny that 
in recent years the Republican 
Party has consistently followed a 
more reactionary program than 
the Democrats. The Republicans— 
a t’ first in small numbers and 
later in ever larger numbers— 
have opposed nearly all conces
sions to labor and social legisla
tion. In the last three or four 
years, as Roosevelt's bold on the 
middle classes has weakened, the 
southern Democrats joined the 
Republican opposition.

That the concessions to the 
mass of people embraced in the 
New Deal were only the method

adopted by one—and perhaps the 
more intelligent—section of Wall 
’Street to keep alive the fast dying 
American capitalism; and that the 
New Deal could not solve the 
problems of the workers and the 
middle classes is beside the 
present point. The important 
thing is that there was a real 
difference in the program to 
resuscitate capitalism in two sec
tions of the big capitalists, those 
controlling the Democratic Party 
favoring concessions and those 
tbntro lling  the Republican Party 
opposing concessions and wanting 
to smash the organized labor 
movement, the quicker the better.

VOTES IN  CONGRESS
W ith the coming of the war and 

the increasing strain on the 
economy as well as the greater 
dependence on big business to 
produce armaments, Roosevelt’s 
domestic policies have veered to 
the right, put the policies of the 
two camps have not yet merged. 
The policies of the Republicans 
have likewise moved rightward 
and although the difference is not 
as great as i t  formerly was, there 
is no doubt that i t  s till exists. I t  
is very necessary to look at the 
voting of the present Congress to 
see how the Republicans and 
southern Democrats have gen
erally joined to take a more 
reactionary position on the im
portant bills.

On the vote in the House which 
repealed the $25,000 salary lim ita
tion, of1 the Congressmen who 
voted against the repeal, 81 were 
Democrats and 12 Republicans. 
In connection with the Rural 
Electrification Administration the 
vote in  the House against in
creasing its appropriation by 
$100 million was 134 Republicans 
and 59 Democrats; and fo r the 
appropriation 111 Democrats and 
about 50 Republicans.

When the House voted to 
prohibit labor unions from con
tributing to political campaigns, 
the 238 votes which passed the 
measure consisted of 142 Repub
licans and 96 Democrats and of

these 96, 84 were from the
South. Of the 94 Congressmen 
who voted against continuation 
of the Dies Committee, 13 were 
Republicans and 78 were Demo
crats.

When the Senate passed the 
requirement that labor unions, 
cooperatives and political or
ganizations file reports of their 
income and expenditures, the 
Senators of both parties divided 
as follows: Democrats, 22 fo r the 
requirement and 26 .against.; 
Republicans, 22 fo r and 7 against.

These are but a few of the 
bills which indicate the general 
alignment of forces in Congress. 
A large number of Republicans 
plus the southern Democrats on 
the reactionary side against a 
handful of Republicans plus a 
larger number of Democrats from 
the northern cities taking a some
what better position.

This does not mean that we did 
or should have supported these 
bills or that these bills would 
have gained for the masses what 
their* advocates claimed, but i t  
does mean that a difference exists 
between Roosevelt’s domestic 
policies and those of the Repub
lican Party, diminishing i t  is true 
as the war continues and as the 
balance of power w ithin the 
Democratic Party moves toward 
the southerners, but as yet, never
theless, real.

POST-WAR FOREIGN POLICY
The one issue at the convention 

which came nearest to creating an 
open dispute was the “ post-war” 
plank. Everyone knows that in 
order to satisfy the isolationist 
middle-west as well as the in
ternationalist minded sections of 
the country, an ambiguous plank 
was written which says exactly 
nothing—or as close to i t  as they 
could get. Out of a plank “ mean
ing all things to all men”  the 
M ilitant article makes a plank ex
pressing the views of the interna
tionalists and thus establishes an 
identity between the Republicans 
and Roosevelt on this question.

I f  this is not intellectually

dishonest then i t  is certainly 
stupid. There is no use attempting 
to deny that there is an isolationist 
wing of the Republican Party. 
American capitalism and its 
Republican Party spokesmen ar(- 
s till imperialist to the core even 
though the latter made real con
cessions to the isolationists in the 
party platform. These matters 
should have been discussed in the 
article and not completely evaded 
by an obviously false misiden- 
■tification of the views of Roose
velt and the Republicans on post
war policy.
‘ In • connection with both the 
domestic and post-war policy, i t  
is remarkable that the article does 
not even mention W illkie. From 
the purely journalistic stand
point, i f  no other, W illkie ’s role 
in the party should have been 
touched on, I f  there is no d if
ference between the Republican 
platform and Roosevelt’s on 
either domestic or foreign policy, 
as the article says, then what is 
the basis fo r W illk ie ’s sharp 
criticism of it ;  and why was he 
—an obviously stronger vote- 
getter personally than Dewey— 
not selected by the party leaders 
as their candidate? I t  is precisely 
because W illkie in both domestic 
and post-war policy, follows more 
closely Roosevelt’s policy that he 
was shunted aside.

To discuss W illkie would have 
destroyed the false premise on 
which the article was built. So 
it  was simply omitted.

Why do some capitalists prefer 
Dewey to Roosevelt?

In answer to this question, the 
article gives two' reasons: f irs t 
and foremost, to maintain the 
two-party system and “ in  addi
tion”—as a sort of after-thought 
or something thrown in fo r good 
measure—because they would feel 
more at ease w ith  him, fo r he is 
completely compliant.

Here again is a strik ing exam
ple of how the false premise com
pels firs t the assignment of a 
false reason but, this being a little  
too unpalatable, the correct rea- 

| son is then slipped in without

Tobin Spreads More Slander 
Against Framed Trotskyists

Daniel J. Tobin, boss of the 
International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, is calling for the 
cops again in his vindictive 
campaign against the m ilitant 
leaders of Minneapolis Truck- 
drivers Union Local 544-C10 
and of the Socialist Workers 
Party he helped railroad to pri
son in the Minneapolis frame- 
up. He smears the pages o f the 
July issue of his personal or
gan, The International Team
ster, w ith more slanderous at
tacks upon the men in ja il.

In  the form of a response to 
numerous inquiries “ from labor 
unions; the painters, bartenders, 
waiters and others asking us to 
tell them what,we know of the 
case,”  Tobin states that the “ Po
litica l Committee (meaning the 
Civil Rights Defense Committee) 
Spreads Lies to Raise Funds”  for- 
the defense of the 18. “ In some 
of these letters they have stated,” 
says Tobin, “ that the Teamsters 
International Union was responsi
ble fo r sending them to prison. 
The tru th  of the matter is that 
the International Union had noth
ing at all to do w ith the case 
and no one representing the In 
ternational Union appeared at the 
tria ls.”
THE REAL FACTS

Here are the fact to show who 
is lying and who tells the truth. 
When in June 1941 the m ajority 
of the members of Local 544 voted 
to disaffiliate from  Tobin’s In 
ternational and join the CIO, To
bin telegraphed to Roosevelt fo r 
help. This is a matter of public 
record. Stephen Early, Roose-

the necessary amplification to 
drive the point home. Let me ex
plain: The firs t reason given is 
that Dewey is preferred in order 
to maintain the two-party sys
tem. But this is obvious nonsense 
because i t  only explains why any 
candidate—Dewey or W illkie or 
Bricker—is RUN against Roose
velt, but does not explain (a) 
why the particular opponent, be 
preferred to Roosevelt, or (b) 
why they selected Dewey rather 
than W illkie or Bricker as the 
candidate. . . ...

Realizing tfcis, the w rite r gives 
“ in addition”  another and more 
plausible reason, namely that 
Dewey is expected to be- a more 
pliant tool of the capitalists who 
run the Republican party. But 
having merely stated the reason 
the w rite r fa ils to ask or answer 
the really illum inating question 
of why those capitalists would 
feel more at ease w ith  Dewey 
rather than Roosevelt in the 
White House. For to answer this 
question would establish the ex
istence of real differences in poli
cy between the two and thus de
stroy the false premise on which 
the article was built. Therefore 
i t  is better not to ask.

The advocacy by us of an inde
pendent Labor Party does not re
quire that we close our eyes to 
existing differences between the 
two major parties. I f  i t  did, then 
in this as in any other matter re
lated to the program of our party, 
we would be doomed to failure 
in advance. Our job is to recog
nize and explain these differences 
to the advanced worker and to 
point out that despite these d if
ferences he has no substantial 
choice and that his interests 
would best be served at present 
by a labor party. To blur or re
fuse to face the facts w ill only 
drive him away.

I hope that the line taken by 
the article in question w ill be 
changed in the dealing with ques
tions of the approaching political 
campaign. To fa il to do so w ill 
in my opinion be a serious poli
tical error. J. M.

Chicago, July 21, 1944

velt’s secretary, issued the follow
ing statement to the press: 
“ When I  advised the President of 
Tobin’s representations t h i s  
morning he asked me to imme
diately have the government de
partments and agencies interested 
in this matter notified.”  (N. Y, 
Times, June 14, 1941.) The raids 
and indictments followed a few 
days later.

Tobin brazenly declares that 
“ no one representing the Interna
tional Union appeared at the 
trials.”  Here is a partial lis t of 
the prosecution witnesses: James 
Bartlett, Roy Wienecke, Tom Mc- 
Cue, Tobin appointees as 544-AFL 
organizers; John Novack, one of 
Tobin’s goons; Joe Williams, Mrs. 
Violet Williams, Karl Barth, John 
Majersky, participants in the re
actionary Committee of 99 which 
was Tobin’s instrument w ithin the 
union against the democratically 
elected and trusted 544 leadership.

TOBIN’S AIMS
Just as he previously called 

upon Attorney-General Biddle fo r 
aid, so now Tobin turns to the 
Federal prosecutor in the Minnea
polis frameup tria l. To back up 
his falsehoods he prints a letter 
written to him by prosecutor Vic
tor Anderson obligingly denying 
that the 18 “ were indicted be
cause they were organizers of 
labor unions.”

Alarmed by the influence of 
The M ilitant among progressive 
unionists, Tobin’s assistant editor, 
Lester M. Hunt, writes a special 
article demanding our suppres
sion. “ I t  is very d ifficult to un
derstand why our government 
permits this kind of subversive 
propaganda to go through the 
mails.”  I t  is not so d ifficult to un
derstand why Tobin and his 
stooges emit such bellows of rage.

This is Tobin’s way of re to rt
ing to the widespread protests in 
labor’s ranks against the frame- 
up of the 18 and to the demand 
of over two million organized 
workers many of them within the 
AFL, for their release. Tobin is 
vainly try ing to clear himself of 
complicity in the frameup, to in 
timidate the supporters of the 18 
by further threats of. invoking 
the federal authorities. By lies 
and slanders he aims to  mislead 
and confuse those honest union
ists who wajit to aid the victims 
of his crime against the labor 
movement.

In this poisonous campaign 
Tobin works together with the 
Stalinist slander machine. Most 
of the Stalinist publications, the 
Daily Worker, The New World, 
and certain union papers control
led by the Stalinists such as 
Minnesota Labor, have reechoed 
his lies. Tobin can’t  get support 
fo r his stool-pigeon actions or 
much of a hearing fo r his false 
accusations in the ranks of the 
union movement. His principal 
allies are capitalist politicians, 
federal prosecutors, and Stalinist 
finks.
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Since the war began, however, even the appearance of Roose- 
veltian “ liberalism”  has been increasingly erased. The war economy 
does not permit him to grant the most meagre concessions. On the 
contrary, he has been snatching away many of the concessions he 
had previously yielded in the New Deal era under pressure of the 
workers. Roosevelt last December even risked a possible break in 
his “ coalition”  with the union bureaucracy rather than concede the 
major wage demands of the railway, steel and other unions during 
the crisis following the mine strikes.

I f  major differences exist between the Roosevelt administra
tion and the Republicans, how does it  happen that they are working 
together so closely in the agencies where the decisive policies are 
determined and carried out — the State Department, the War De
partment, the Navy Department, the War Production Board? In 
all these agencies, the corporation agents of all capitalist political 
hues are functioning together under the guiding hand of Roosevelt 
fo r the common purpose of carrying through Wall Street’s war 
program and imperialist objectives.

B IG  BUSINESS A IM S  T O  E N D  REFO RM S
The question is raised why, i f  Roosevelt has done so much 

fo r the capitalists, do so many of them persist in their hostility 
toward him and prefer Dewey or a similar type to Roosevelt? 
The capitalists are not noted fo r gratitude. They vent on Roosevelt 
their fu ry  fo r having had to yield, through him, concessions to the 
wofkers in the past. The crisis of capitalism itse lf forced the own
ing class to make concessions, which Roosevelt granted as the 
executive director of the capitalist government. But the plutocrats

hold him responsible fo r the continued disturbances of the system 
and the consequent aggravation of the class conflicts which forced 
limited concessions from the Roosevelt administration in the past.

Now Big Business, in its all-out drive to smash labor, wants 
to put an abrupt end to the chapter on reforms. I t  doesn’t  want 
anyone associated with the period of “ New Deal”  reforms to remain 
in office. Although Roosevelt himself is aiding Big Business in this 
aim by purging “ New Dealers”  like Wallace and shoving into a 
corner his labor supporters, Big Business is not satisfied. I t  wants 
to wipe the whole slate clean — and that includes Roosevelt as the 
symbol of the “ New Deal.”

The fact that W illkie chose to compete w ith Roosevelt in his 
own sphere o f,“ liberal”  demagogy was sufficient reason in itse lf for 
the capitalist overlords of the Republican -Party to discard him. 
They prefer a man like Dewey, completely pliant, who does not ped
dle “ liberal”  illusions which the masses might seriously act upon.

Roosevelt continues, while putting over his main reactionary 
measures, to maintain the liberal pose. He seeks again to exploit 
this fiction that has served to tie the American workers fo r the past 
twelve years to the political domination of the capitalist ruling class. 
To explode this fiction and dispel this dangerous illusion is one of 
the main political tasks of the Marxist party in the United States 
today.

L A B O R  LA C K E Y S  E X A G G E R A T E  D IFFER EN C ES

The liberal and labor lackeys of Roosevelt, on the . other hand, 
deliberately inflate and distort whatever minor differences crop 
up between the Roosevelt administration, and the Republicans. They

resurrect the image of the long-dead “ New Deal”  in order to pre
serve the myth of Roosevelt’s “ liberalism.”

One mechanism for maintaining this deceit is the division of 
labor within the Democratic Party. Roosevelt consciously utilizes 
the Southern “ Tory”  wing as the spearhead for his attacks on la 
bor. A t the same time, on relatively minor issues, he and his “ pro
gressive”  minority occasionally make demagogic and ineffective 
gestures “ for the record.”  In this fashion Roosevelt avoids taking 
direct and personal responsibility before the workers fo r measures 
most calculated to expose his reactionary role and rip o ff his s till- 
useful “ liberal”  disguise.

The decisive criterion is not the existence of two or ten con
testing wings in the Democratic Party. I t  is which force is domin
ant and determines its policy. In the Democratic Party, Big Busi
ness dictates through the big city bosses and the Southern Bourbon 
politicians. I t  was w ith them that Roosevelt demonstratively aligned 
himself at the convention. They In  turn recognized Roosevelt as then- 
avowed leader. The “ liberal”  and labor sections were rebuffed by 
Roosevelt and his machine. They are not the head, but the ta il of 
the Democratic Party.

The Republican Party, for reasons of political expediency, in
serted into its election platform a number of promises, like the plank 
on racial discrimination, which are “ more liberal”  than the Demo
cratic planks. But no intelligent worker would take these Republican 
platform promises for good coin. Nor can the workers take the 
spurious label of “ liberalism”  plastered on Roosevelt and his party 
as anything but a false label hiding a deadly reactionary content. 
I t  is that poisonous content that we warn the workers against in 
our articles on the policies of the boss parties.
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“ People ate never satisfied. Give them $50 a week and they 
want $60. Give them $75 and they ask fo r a hundred. How are 
you going to have a socialist society when human nature works 
like that?”

This is not an argument against
socialism, but rather against 
•capitalism. I t ’s true that people 
are constantly looking fo r some
th ing better. But under capital
ism, they very seldom find it. The 
only way you go from £60 to $75 
a week nowadays, is by working 
15 or 20 hours overtime. Straight 
hourly raises are harder to find 
than a time-study man who can’t  
•count. I t ’s only under socialism 
that you w ill be able to  keep 
getting more per hour, and ac
tually work less hours fo r more 
real money.

But even when people are 
getting along so-so under capital
ism, working fa ir ly  steady, buying 
new furniture and all that, they 
s till demand more fo r .themselves. 
That’s true. Why do you figure it  
works that way? One good reason 
is that they remember the last 
depression and are worried about 
the next one. But, you might say, 
some working people ¡are .con
vinced that there w ill be plenty 
of jobs .after the war is over, and 
these workers are just as anxious 
to get another dollar as anyone 
else.

P ro d u c tio n  and W ages
Well, take a look around you in 

the shop. You see a lo t of new 
machinery, don’t  you? Most of it 
put in by the government, paid 
fo r by our taxes. I t ’s producing 
faster than ever before. Your own 
production has doubled, tripled 
and quadrupled. The shop as a 
whole has done fa r better than 
that. But what about your wages ? 
Have they quadrupled? Have 
they trip led—or even doubled ? Of 
course not.

Workers see the enormous and 
ever-increasing output of their 
labor. And it doesn’t seem right 
•to them that a handful of parasites 
should have so much .of i t ,  while 
they, who work so hard, just 
barely get by. Naturally, this 
leads to dissatisfaction. I t  leads to 
the ir having w.ants and ambitions 
that they know modern industry 
can satisfy. They know these, 
wants are not idle dreams. That’s 
why they’re restless. That’s why> 
a lousy 2>/j cent raise only makes 
them more burned up than ever.

I f  you have a struggle-buggy 
■that just goes when the sp irit 
moves it, and a neighbor has a 
good 1942 model, i t ’s not litt le 
ness, greed, or envy that makes 
you disgusted w ith your own car 
and anxious to get one like his. 
I t ’s the knowledge that better 
ones than yours can be made, so 
why in hell can’t  you, shouldn’t 
you, have one ?

P rogress ive  D isco n te n t
I t ’s that way everywhere you 

turn. The richest and finest cloth
ing could easily be made in 
quantity enough fo r everyone. 
There is enough good leather and 
shoe machinery to make durable, 
dressy, good shoes, in greater 
quantity than ever before. As 
WPA demonstrated in a small 
way w ith the housing projects, 
good homes can be built fo r work
ing people. There are materials 
enough. There is machinery 
enough. There is enough skill. 
You can’t  help but know about 
these things. W ith this in your 
mind, and liv ing as you do, how 
can you help but be dissatisfied ?

But a lot of people think that, 
th is dissatisfaction is sort of. a 
disease of “ human nature”  that 
makes one person want to knife 
another for his own advantage. 
'People .do knife .each other. That's 
true. But how come we organized 
the union? I f  we were all such 
•backbiters, how were we able to 
get together and .fight .together, 
until we got what we were after? 
We all spent plenty of time and
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strength building the union. Fred 
and Shorty s till have the scars 
from the wounds they got on the 
picket line.

We did just the opposite of 
fighting each other. We fought to 
get together and make our union 
strong. We turned our organized 
dissatisfaction against the bosses! 
We were all dissatisfied then, and 
plenty dissatisfied. That’s what 
made us get together and fight. 
This dissatisfaction was a pro
gressive thing. I t  even made those 
fellows who were most anti-union 
at firs t .finally dig down fo r a buck 
to help us organize. I t  .made them, 
fight on our side.

Bosses € e t B usy
A fter the big strike we were 

satisfied—where we were success
fu l. We got rid of the stooge 
system of promotions. Now the 
good jobs go by seniority. We got 
rid of the worst foremen. We got 
a lit t le  more pay and .cut out the 
worst features of the speed-up. 
But here we are, dissatisfied 
again.

Why? Because the bosses have 
not been .idle all .this time. They’ve 
gotten laws passed to lim it the 
unions. They’ve used the war and 
patriotism to increase their profits 
and cripple our strength. They’ve 
grown many times richer with 
war orders and government loans 
(g ifts ). They’ve stolen away many 
of our gains with ¡price rises and 
taxes. We see our own shop 
breaking all records. A fter we got 
a 10 per -cent pay increase, the 
bosses get a 100 per cent produc
tion increase. AND WE GAVE IT  
TO THEM! What are we supposed 
to do—-thank' our stars we are 
lucky enough to work fo r them? 
Of course we are dissatisfied.

And just as this dissatisfaction 
was a cause of our organizing the 
union, i t  is now growing into a 
much bigger force which w ill help 
us to organize the socialist revolu
tion and end these injustices once 
and fo r all. For i t ’s only under a 
socialist system we’ll be able to 
get the product of our work fo r 
ourselves. The realization that 
we’re not getting i t  now w ill make 
the majority of people join us, as 
.their dissatisfaction grows more 
intense.

New System  Needed
■When your old struggle-buggy 

begins to cough and wheeze— 
when i t  won’t  go half the time, 
and even the best repairman can’t 
make i t  work right, you forget 
about better seat covers, new 
plugs, better this and better that. 
You begin to think about getting 
rid  of the old one altogether, and 
getting a new one. I t ’s the same 
with the system we live under. 
You try  to get along w ith it. Get 
a raise i f  and when you possibly 
can. Work 70 hours a week while 
the war is on, etc. But you don’t  
feel righ t .all the same. You know 
the system may break dotvn at 
any moment, come to a squeaking 
stop, leaving you high and dry 
Without a job. You become 
disgusted with the whole system 
and look fo r a new one.

I t ’s not pleasant to be dissa
tisfied. You want to get out of 
that state. You want to live more 
contentedly—less jjumpy. That’s 
why you’re thinking right now: 
—Is socialism the answer? I f  we 
take over the shops, w ill things 
be OK ? W ill we live better? Can 
we have peace and « till have 
jobs?

As fo r being dissatisfied under 
socialism. There is no suoh thing 
as perfection. Socialism is just a 
revolutionary improvement that 
•will end wars, depressions, star
vation. Most likely women w ill 

■still be dissatisfied with last year’s 
•styles and men w ith  last year’s 
auto models. But you won’t  see 
women turning on the gas because 
their kids can’t  be fed.

No M ore  P arasites
A person w ill see a better way 

of doing a thing and be dissatisfied 
with the old way. Because we w ill 
run society with our own worker’s 
committees, we’ll see to i t  that 
everyone gets the fullest amount 
of the world’s goods he possibly 
can, and each improvement i!n 
production w ill mean more goods 
for all. People won’t  be dissatisfied 
because a bunch of parasites are 
hogging everything. There w ill be 
no parasites.

Whatever we workers w ill be 
discontented with, we’ll tackle and 
improve together. But i f  you or 
anyone else prefers to be a lone 
wolf, no one w ill stop you. Under 
socialism this w ill be a free coun
try. For the firs t time a really 
free country so fa r as the mass of 
people is concerned. The only 
thing you won’t  be able to do is 
rob the other fellows of what they 
make, like the boss does today. 
That w ill Be strictly out.

Crisis Of Hitler Regime Deepens As Soviet 
Armies Plunge Toward Boundary Of Germany

(Continued from page 1)

gooning the workers into thou
sands of plant mass meetings 
where Robert Ley and other func
tionaries are exhorting them to 
“ remain loyal”  and squeeze out 
more production. But the Nazis 
have -no confidence in  the effec
tiveness of these appeals. New 
requisitions of foreign workers 
are being levied in the conquered 
territories and new inducements 
are being offered them to labor 
in German industry.

¡RESTRICTIONS INTENSIFIED
More and harsher restrictions 

are being imposed on civilian life. 
Nearly all the theatres, movies 
and other places o f entertainment 
have been closed. Sports contests 
have been cut down or abolished. 
The death penalty has been insti
tuted for people possessing leaf
lets dropped by Allied planes. 
A grey repression smothers out 
the last b it of life  and pleasure. 
Thus H itler seeks to evoke re
newed “ loyalty.”

Living standards are being oven 
more drastically depressed. “A ll! 
must live now as do those who 
have been bombed out," is the 
Nazi slogan of the day. . ¡Only 
bombed factories are to .be .re
paired, A ll factory ¡employes are 
ordered to work a 72 hour week. 
A ll vacations of women workers 
have been cancelled. A ll exit visas 
have been withdrawn. A ll public 
services are to be combed in  or
der to get more men and women 
fo r the army and the industries.

W-hat are all these actions but 
a public admission of bankruptcy 
by the Nazi dictatorship? Such 
drastic measures can emanate 
only from a terrified , panic- 
stricken clique who hope to over
come the mortal crisis of their 
regime by redoubling the terror 
against their internal antagonists 
and by intensified torture of the 
war-wearied masses. But these 
measures can only meet w ith  re-, 
doubled opposition and resistance 
from the German people, who can 
discern in these new acts not signs 
of strength but of desperate 
weakness.
W ILL  NOT SAVE REGIME

Savage reprisals, boastful dec
larations, more belt-tightening 
decrees, draconic measures w ill 
not suffice to turn m ilita ry de
feats into victories. They w ill not 
restore the illusions of yesterday; 
heal the r ifts  in the ruling circles;' 
halt mutiny and prevent discon
tent from spreading through the 
army. They w ill not reconcile the 
German people to H itle r’s brutal 
and reckless regime. In reality, 
they must have the opposite ef
fect.

The figh ting  men w ill lose the 
last shreds of respect fo r their 
commanding officers. Discipline 
m u s t  inevitably disintegrate. 
A fter the fiasco of previous “ to
tal war”  efforts, the people can 
expect nothing , from new “ total 
war”  at this stage of events. H it
ler’s actions, the violent convul
sive spasms of the regime’s death 
agony, can only serve to accel
erate the disintegration of Nazi

rule and to promote progressive 
demoralization in a ll spheres.

While the twofold Nazi and A l
lied censorships prevent accurate 
and detailed news, the Junker 
Generals’ revolt in itse lf indicates 
that demoralization w ithin the 
armed forces is rapidly deepen
ing. Following last week’s rumor 
of mutinies at Kiel and Stettin, 
Howard K. Smith, author of “ The 
Last Train from Berlin,”  broad
cast from Bern, Switzerland, that 
since the generals’ revolt the 
number of deserters from the 
Wehrmacht roaming around Ger
many in civilian clothes and w ith 
false papers has reached around 
100,000 men. Quoting reports 
from Germany, Smith said be
tween 10,000 and 20,000 men are 
believed hiding in the ruins of 
bombed Berlin. He further quoted 
a Swiss newspaper as saying: 
“ Dissension- among the common 
soldiers is apparently reaching its 
high point and its crisis.”
REPORTS OF REVOLT

Vehement Nazi disclaimers to 
the contrary, rumors of violent 
clashes and disorders in  Germany, 
persist. The July 24 N. Y. Times 
discloses: “ Reports .of disorders 
in Germany continued to circu-* 
late, such as street fighting in 
Berlin and Frankfort, mutinies by 
commanding officers at Munich, 
Bremen, Stuttgart, Schweinfurt 
and Linz, in Austria; various dis
orders in East Prussia, BaVaria 
and Polish Silesia; strike propa-, 
ganda in war factories; a raid in 
Upper Silesia by Partisans, who 
freed seven prisoners from the 
Bokau concentration camp.”

Reports received by the In ter
national Transport Workers Fed
eration and published in the July 
issue of the British Trotskyist 
organ, The Socialist Appeal, in
dicate the rebellious mood of the 
German workers and soldiers in 
the months before the present 
momentous events.

“ A  trade unionist who speaks 
German fluently returned in A pril 
from a two years’ stay in Ber
lin as a foreign worker, which 
he undertook in order to study 
German conditions. He reports 
that in a factory where he was 
employed, the fo rty  German 
workers included two Nazis, two 
Communists and three Social 
■Democrats. The other German 
workers were all opposed to the 
Nazi regime, but did not want to 
hear of the old parties. . . The 
report went on to say that the 
workers now express their opin
ions frankly and are inclined to 
sabotage and ca-canny but would 
not yet risk a strike.

RISING MASS PRESSURE
“ Reports which have come in

dependently from four German 
districts tell the same tale. Clan
destine Soldiers’ Councils are said 
to have formed in these reserve 
battalions. They have even be
gun to act. They started quietly 
w ith success against the cancel
ling of warm meals; this was 
how the revolt in the Fleet sta rt
ed in 1918. The reports make i t  
clear that these Soldiers’ Coun
cils have a political aim, as have

Diary Of A Steel Worker 

The big corporations are making the big money out of this 
war at the expense of workers’ wages, asserts the A FL in the cur
rent issue of “Labor’s Monthly Review.”  Even AFTER tax pay
ments, corporation earnings were 101 percent higher than pre-war 
figures. The 58 percent increase in workers’ wages does not take 
into account the 20 percent or more tax deductions,' increased 
costs o f .living, longer hours, and greater numbers employed.

those which were formed a good 
deal earlier in Norway.”

These slim accounts, the few 
that have managed to trickle 
through a’most a ir-tigh t censor
ship, can be only a pale a?e£lec-: 
tion of the actual state •of Un
rest w ithin the German working, 
class and the armed forces. As 
always, the f irs t indications of 
the rising pressure and ¿resistance1 
from below are manifested .in ¡the 
growing cracks and explosions .at 
the top. Today a violent clash be
tween the contending factions of 
.the ruling class occupies the-cen-: 
•ter of the political stage an Ger-. 
many. But not fo r long. Soon the 
insurgent masses, w ith  the indus
tr ia l proletariat at their head, w ill 
come out in tremendous force' 
upon the open arena to -display.- 
their inexhaustible revolutionary 
■power.

How joyously the German 
workers would have welcomed the 
Red Army as their own class oom- 
rades-in-arms i f  i t  were s till 
guided by international communist- 
aims as in the days of Lenin and 
Trotsky. Indeed, the German 
workers would long since have 
wiped out Hitlerism and created a 
Soviet Germany, i f  the counter
revolutionary policies of Stalin-.' 
ism had not barred their way. 
Stalin’s avowed policy o f revenge 
against the whole -German people 
has played into H itle r’s hands. 
Stalin threatens to cooperate 
with Roosevelt and Churchill in 
the attempt to crush the German 
revolution. He proposes to use the 
Red Army, which has so heroical
ly  defended the Soviet Union,. as.1 
an instrument of repression 
against the insurgent German 
proletariat.

But the coming German revo
lution, which w ill rapidly merge 
with the revolutionary struggles 
already exploding in Ita ly  and 
elsewhere in Europe, w ill possess 
an irresistable sweep and titanic 
power. Such a revolution cannot 
be harnessed or be permanently 
suppressed by any agences of the 
perfidious Stalinist bureaucracy, 
or by the forces of Anglo-Amer
ican imperialism.

Briggs Auto Local 
In Protest Strike

(Continued from page .1)

A sk Y o u r S lio pm a te  to  
S ubscribe  to  T he  M il ita n t

A M G  Disarms The Italian 
Anti-Fascist Partisans

(Continued from page 1)

dictatorship long before the Allies 
set foot in Ita ly  and during the 
long years when the Allied im
perialists were bolstering the 
fascist regime w ith financial and 
moral support. The great mass 
actions led by this vanguard 
toppled Mussolini. By open ad
mission, the actions of .the Par
tisan forces in clearing Naples, 
Rome and other cities of fascist 
troops and in sabotaging the rear
guard operations of the Nazi 
armies facilitated the advances of 
the Allied armies.

Now the Allied M ilita ry  Gov
ernment is exerting all its efforts 
to deprive them of their arms. 
Among the firs t tasks assigned to 
the Allied troops entering a 
“ liberated”  city is to disarm the 
Partisans. When .AMG agents 
cannot do this by force, they 
resort to fraud. This is frankly 
stated in a dispatch from Rome 
to the N . Y. Times (July 22): 
“ To smooth over the bitterness 
th  a t  follows the immediate 
demand to give up their arms, i t  
is stated that such arms w ill be 
used to support other Partisans 
•in the north. They are not told 
the main reason for disarmament, 
which is that neither the Allies 
nor the Italian Government wants 
to see arms remain in  the hands 
of young hotheads, some of whom 
would remain a potential source of 
civic disturbance.”

In return fo r their surrendered 
arms the Partisans are to receive 
Allied “ certificates of recogni
tion” !

The Allies want to disarm the 
Ita lian anti-fascist workers fo r 
the^same reasons that H itle r and 
Mussolini tried to disarm them.

So long as the Italian masses 
have arms, they w ill be able to 
figh t fo r their freedom and to 
safeguard their class interests 
against foreign invaders and 
domestic enemies. But the Allies 
do not have the slightest intention 
of granting freedom or democracy 
to the Italian people. They 
propose to subjugate the Italians 
and impose upon them an Allied- 
dominated puppet regime on the 
order of the Badoglio and Bonomi 
governments. In order to carry 
through this imperialist policy i t  
is firs t of all necessary to .deprive 
the Ita lian workers of tbeir in
dispensable means of self-defense, 
their arms.

IN  NORTH ITALY
But the Ita lian workers w ill not 

permit themselves to be disarmed 
without the fiercest struggle. As 
the Allies approach the great 
revolutionary centers of northern 
industrial Ita ly  they w ill find that 
the anti-fascist working masses 
there w ill not be easily tricked by 
hollow promises or by the trea
chery of the Stalinists and the 
Social-Democrats. This is predic
ted by a correspondent fo r the 
Christian Science Monitor who 
wrote on July 17:

“ The resistance movement is 
especially active in the Ligurian 
region and around Bologna, 
Modena, Regio, Para. . . Strikes 
in the Ligurian industrial cities 
of Genoa, Spezia, Imperia, and 
Savona have increased the s trik
ing power of the armed patrio ts... 
Piedmont is in open rebellion. In 
Turin, a general strike has led to 
b itter fighting between the work
ers and German and fascist 
troops. . . In Milan the North 
Ita lian Committee of Liberation

UAW Purge 
Backfires

Repudiating the bureaucratic 
action of their international 
executive board in establishing 
a receivership over the local, 
the members of Chrysler High
land Park Local 490, UAW - 
CIO, have reelected by over
whelming m ajority ¡the local 
leadership ousted by th e  
T h o m a s -  Reuther - Addes- 
Frankensteen clique for alleged 
violation of the '“ unconditional 
no-strike pledge.”

Adding insult 'to in jury, the 
top UAW bureaucrats had in
stalled Leo Lamotte, despised 
Stalinist stooge, hated by 
Chrysler workers fo r denounc
ing their strike in the capital
ist press last year, as dictator- 
receiver over Local 490.

The attempt to purge those 
who resist the provocations of 
the corporations in an en
deavour to “ housebreak”  the 
m ilitant UAW has received a 
resounding setback. The rank 
and file want no part of 
the “ unconditional surrender”  
policy!

has disavowed a loan of 1,000,-. 
000,000 lires issued by the city; 
and announced that pay withheld 
by industrialists to the ir em
ployees fo r the March strike w ill 
be refunded to all in fu ll.”

The reporter concludes: “ I t  is 
quite certain that the task of 
AMG in northern Ita ly  -will not 
be an easy one. The disarming o f 
nearly 100,000 patriots w ill raise 
special problems, provided i t  can 
be carried through at all.”

B y T h eo d ore  K ova le sky
I  wonder what ever became of old Al. When I was a young kid 

on my f irs t job, I  used to work at the same bench w ith  him and 
argue most of the day. I t  seems funny the ideas that I  had then. 
I  was going to “ work my way up,”  and his radical ideas then struck 
me as being pretty foolish. In a way they were. A l didn’t  know very 
much about Marxism. He used to ta lk a lot about “ dividing things 
up,”  and his ideas about the future society were quite sketchy. 
But he gave me the firs t vague taste of socialism that I  ever had.

I  remember how I had gone to work there with a litt le  school
ing behind me, very little , but s till, more than most of the fellows 
that I  worked w ith; and I was very conscious of my “ knowledge.”  
I  was going to work hard, go to night school, and finally, some day 
take my place in the world up there w ith the people on top.

Hadn’t  I  learned in school that 
honesty and diligence and hard 
work would make a man rise in 
the world? A l’s ideas seemed like 
poor sportsmanship. He was a 
“ bad loser.”  He obvously hadn’t  
been diligent enough, or he too 
would ¡have worked his way up as 
I  was going to.

■volved, and not all of those men 
w ill be transferred. W ill somebody 
please tell me what the rest of 
you .are doing out of the shop?” .

They would and .they did! “ Be
cause i t ’s a union, brother, that’s 
why.”  “ We’re one fo r all and all 
fo r one.”  “ When they get finished 
cutting ¡the set-up men, they’ll 
start in on the machine opera
tors.”

Bishop went on to state that 
.the company ¡had complete autho
r ity  to ¡make any transfers they 
saw fit. The union had a set 
grievance procedure t h r o u g h  
which they could take any ob
jections they had to the company’s 
actions and this had not been done. 
He declared that he had never 
found the Briggs management 
unreasonable about discussing 
problems, etc. etc. A ll of his 
remarks wrere punctuated by loud 
boos from the audience, but, as 
Bishop remarked, ‘i t  didn’t  bother 
him, he had .been thrown out of 
Briggs meetings b.efore.’

ROLE OF WLB
Bishop finally gave up and 

turned the meeting over to his 
assistant, Hutchinson w h o 
promptly wheeled out the old 
song-and-dance. “ I  think you peo
ple have a justifiable grievance. 
W e’cl like to go in there and 
straighten i t  out fo r you, but we 
can’t  do a thing until you people 
are back in the shop. We want 
to help you but you aren’t  giving 
us a chance; management won’t  
even ta lk to us as long as you are 
on strike.”

He was constantly interrupted 
¡by .questions from  the floor: 
“ What happened to the other 
grievances we gave you a chance 
to settle?”  “ What happens to our 
grievances that go to the W LB?”  
•On this question, the role of the 
WLB was brought out very 
clearly, not by Hutchinson, but by 
rank-and-filers. One worker point
ed out that the WLB was com
posed of three men—one repre
sentative of industry, one repre
senting “ the public”  who 99% 
of the time sided with industry, 
and one labor representative. 
“ You couldn’t even be sure he 
would take labor’s part”  the 
worker said, “ so what chance did 
the workers have for a fa ir deal 
even after the WLB finally got 
around to taking up their case? 
Besides the war would probably 
be over before they even got to 
this grievance.”

The workers said they would 
be perfectly w illing to go back 
into the shop w ith the provision 
that no aotion ¡be taken and no 
transfers made until an agree
ment had been reached bstw.een 
the company and the union. That 
wasn’t  asking fo r much. But 
the International representatives 
weren’t  even w illing to discuss 
th is reasonable request w ith the 
.Company. They were interested in 
one thing and one thing only— 
to herd the workers back into the 
shop—regardless of the circum
stances and regardless of the 
consequences. Their role as police
men fo r the corporations becomes 
more obvious each day.

■Realizing the impossibility of 
conducting a successful strike in 
the face of active opposition from 
their own International officers, 
.the workers finally voted to return 
to work. But they weren’t  
defeated and they weren’t  dis
couraged. They had walked out as 
a unit and they went back as a 
unit. This experience had taught 
them much. Now as never before 
they realize that to defend the 
■gains they fought so hard to 
achieve and to preserve the very 
existence -of their union, they 
must intensify their campaign 
to get the no-strike pledge 
rescinded.

CAN A  W O R K E R  R IS E  

O U T  O F  M S  CLASS ?
I  used .to argue w ith Al. I  used 

to give him  all the -stereotyped 
ideas that had been poured into 
me in my school days. . . much 
to his disgust. Day after day, he 

used to explain patiently to me how i t  was next to impossible fo r 
a worker to rise out of his class. He used to te ll me of the atrocities 
that the ruling classes had inflicted upon the workers during the 
long course of the class struggle.

I didn’t  believe him then. How, I  reasoned, could such nice, po
lite, well-educated people be gu ilty  of such brutality? He used to 
tell me of the heroic struggles of revolutionaries against tyranny, 
and those tales did set me dreaming a little .

But it wasn’t  until several years later, after I  had le ft that 
shop and almost forgotten about A l, that I  began to hear echoes 
of his voice in the things that I  saw about me. When long lines of 
people began to wait for hours in the rain fo r a litt le  b it of greasy 
soup, I thought of A l’s description of the wasteful indolence of the 
capitalist class which lived by robbing the poor. When I  learned 
litt le  by little  the causes that brought about war, I  saw that A l 
had been te lling me the truth.

When life  began to be almost unbearable fo r me w ith its priva
tions, w ith  its worries, and w ith a new hopelessness, I  began to turn 
more and more to the things that old A l had told me, and to look for 
other people who also believed those things. Then, when I  found them, 
the hopelessness turned to a fierce optimism, a sense of brother
hood w ith all the oppressed, the insulted, the poverty-stricken. . . 
the workers.

T H E  M O V E M E N T  W O U LD  G R O W  U P  A G A IN
And now, T often think of old A l and wish that I  could see him 

again and tell him what I have learned and what I  am doing. And 
I  often think how, i f  a terrible repression were to come upon the 
workers and revolutionists, i f  all the books on politics were burned 
in the marketplace and all the m ilitants were shot by the oppress
ors or thrown into dungeons and le ft there to ro t in  the darkness; 
the labor movement would go on and grow up again stronger and 
stronger until i t  swept all the tyrants from the face of the earth.

How would this happen? There would be another, there would 
be many more old Als to ta lk to many more kids like I  was, slowly 
breaking down the cynicism and the framework of fallacies that 
they learned in school and planting in their minds litt le  seeds of 
dreams that would grow into a great force and change their lives. 
I f  the old books were all destroyed, new ones would be written, some 
by the old men in the shops, and some by the kids whose eyes would 
have opened. Isn’t something like th is taking place in Germany, 
Ita ly  and the rest of Europe today?

But, when I w rite  this, I  get a sort of homesick feeling fo r the 
old acquaintances. I ’d like to see old A l again and te ll him these 
things and te ll him that he was the one who started me thinking'. 
Good old A ll

10 Years Ago 
In The Militant

READ
'THE FOURTH 

INTERNATIONAL'

A U G U S T 4 ,1 9 3 4

MINNEAPOLIS — As General Drivers Local 574 entered the th ird  
week of its strike fo r enforcement of its contracts, martial law 
continued to reign .in Minneapolis. Said The M ilitan t: “ The Na
tional Guard, called out by the Farmer-Labor Governor (Olson) 
‘to protect the citizens of Minneapolis’ is issuing permits on a 
wholesale scale fo r the operation of scab trucks under m ilita ry  
protection. . . But Local 574. . . has a firm  core of m ilitants 
tested in three battles w ithin six months. . . I t  has a sta ff of 
determined leaders.”

Again Local 574 set an example fo r m ilitancy and in itia 
tive in issuing a stirring  call fo r a general protest strike to 
force the end of martial law. Addressed to “ The Trade Unions 
and the Working People of Minneapolis,”  the call eloquently 
exposed the role of Governor Olson.

“ M ilita ry tyranny has reached its peak in Minneapolis,”  
the call said. “ For the firs t time in  decades, a trade union head
quarters has been ‘Occupied by m ilita ry forces and trade union 
leaders have been arrested and imprisoned in  a m ilita ry stock
ade. Picket cars are ordered o ff the street while every scab 
truck gets a permit. . . The Citizens Alliance is out to break 
Local 574 and with i t  the entire labor movement of Minneapo
lis. They have already shed the blood of. . . Harry Ness (and) 
John Belor, (who) died in the hospital early today, his back 
riddled with slugs. . .

“ But the Citizens Alliance and the infamous band of assas
sins commanded by (police chief) Bloody Johannes sought in 
vain to break our strike. . . We are still fighting. And as fa r 
as we are concerned, our answer to the attempt to suppress 
our strike end our Union by the m ilita ry  force of the National 
Guard is the same reply we made to Bloody Mike Johannes. . .

“ We shall not be slaves!
“ Every trade union in Minneapolis must call an emergency 

meeting immediately!
“ A Council of Action representing the entire labor move

ment of the city must be set up to organize and direct the gen
eral strike of protest!”
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im
perialism and of interna) 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta ry  t ra in in g  o f  w orker*., financed 

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trade  un ions . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by the  gov-

' e m in e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade 
an ion s , to  tra in  w o rk e r*  to  become 
o ffice rs .

2. T ra d e  o n io n  wages fo r  n il w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  tbe  a rm y .

5. F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
fo rces and the  war in d u s tr ie s— Down 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4. C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro 
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6. W o rke rs  Defense G uards against v ig 
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7. A n  In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rke rs ’ and F arm ers ’ G ove rn 
m en t.

9 . T he  defense o f  the  Sovie t U n io n  
against im p e r ia lis t a ttack .

Political Action
The 1944 electoral campaign is characterized by 

, the usual division among the labor bureaucrats 
who foster the illusion of a democratic choice by 
volunteering their services to one or another poli
tical agency of the employing class. John L. Lewis 
(United Mine Workers) and W illiam  Hutcheson 
(Carpenters Union) have plumped for Dewey and 
the Republican Party. I lillm an-M urray (CIO Po
litical Action Committee) and Daniel J. Tobin 
(Teamsters Union) are beating the drums for 
Roosevelt and the Democratic Party. Again, as 
so many times in the past, the “ labor statesmen’’ 
lim it the choice of the workers to the program and 
candidates of the two major parties, both of which 
represent the interests of the ruling capitalist class.

The labor lackeys thus serve to keep the working 
class politically atomized and incapable of defend
ing its interests against the class enemy. “ The class, 
taken by itself,”  wrote Leon Trotsky, “ is only 
material for exploitation. The proletariat assumes 
an independent role only at that moment when 
from a social class in itself it becomes a political 
class for itself. This cannot take place otherwise 
than through the medium of a party.”  The “ labor 
statesmen” play a perfidious role by helping to 
perpetuate the hoax that the interests of the Amer
ican working class is best expressed by remaining- 
politically atomized “ material for exploitation.”

Those who pay lip service to labor’s independ
ent political action and then proceed to dragoon 
the workers into supporting the candidates and 
parties of the employing class are gu ilty of mon
strous demagogy. In essence these demagogues 
practice the discredited Gompers policy of “ reward
ing friends and punishing enemies.”  This policy 
has succeeded in keeping the American workers in 
bondage for decades to the political deputies of 
wealth and privilege parading under the banner 
of the Republican and Democratic parties.

Speaking at the recent Michigan CIO conven
tion on the subject of labor’s independent political 
action, James B. Carey, secretary of the national 
CIO, told the delegates that “ there is not a man 
serving in Congress today who can be considered 
a working man.”  What an abject confession of po
litical bankruptcy for a leader of a labor organiza
tion representing some six m illion workers to make! 
Labor is today numerically the largest and poten
tia lly  the strongest organized group in the coun
try . Yet a leader of the most m ilitant and progres

sive section of the trade union movement is forced 
to complain that not one single representative in 
Congress can tru ly  be called a working man.

Carey, of course, lim its labor’s independent po
litical action to the Hillmanized version of Gom- 
persism as practiced by the CIO Political Action 
Committee. This policy can lead only to a con
tinuation of the condition against which Carey 
complains. It has led to political fu tility  in the 
past — it can achieve no better result in the fu
ture. By furthering the illusion that there is a 
fundamental difference between the Big Business 
and boss-controlled parties the labor bureaucrats 
relegate the workers to the status of political camp- 
followers of the employing class. They promote 
the aims of reaction by preventing the working ( 
class from playing an independent role in the poli
tical life of the country.

This has been freshly demonstrated by the ex
perience of the I lillm an-M urray group at the Dem
ocratic Party convention. On every v ita l issue con
cerning the interests of the working class the poli
tical bosses turned a deaf ear to the pleading of 
Hillman and Murray. The platform did not con
tain one clear committment to any of Jhe demands 
involving the fundamental aims and interests of 
labor. How could it be otherwise? The inclusion- 
of labor's demands in the Democratic platform 
would involve the repudiation of their own poli
cies —  wage freeze, forced labor, price and rent 
gouging, taxing the needy instead of the greedy, 
poll-tax, Jim Crow discrimination against Negroes 
in and out of the armed forces, anti-strike legisla
tion, etc., etc. The “ short platform” was devised 
precisely to dodge these issues.

This masterpiece of evasion and deceit has been 
hailed as a great victory for independent political 
action by H illm an-M urray and Co. What mock
ery! The political bosses kept a tight rein on the 
convention, manipulating and controlling the en
tire proceedings. The Political Action Committee 
was never permitted to be anything more than a 
tail to the Democratic kite. They were whipped into 
line on every important question by the political 
agents of Big Business which dominates and con
trols both major parties.

It is futile and reactionary to try  to transform 
the Democratic or Republican parties into instru
ments serving the interests of the workers. In real
ity  the policy of the labor bureaucrats, both of 
the Lewis-Hutcheson and I lillman-Tobin variety, 
binds the workers as captives in the enemy camp. 
In this there is no shadow of "Independence.”

Labor can play an independent role only by 
formulating its own political program. The pro
gram can be advanced only by organizing labor’s 
own political party. Labor’s independent political 
action is predicated on the formation of an Inde
pendent Labor Party. Only by breaking decisively 
with the parties and program of the employing 
class can the lusty giant o f American labor reach 
political m aturity and enter the political arena 
with its own program, its own candidates and its 
own party.

Imperialist Wars
This August 1 marks the thirtieth anniversary 

of the begining of the first world war. That war, 
which cost 10,000,000 dead and 25,000,000 other 
casualties, was to bring an “ end to all wars” and 
a "world safe for democracy.”  That capitalist war 
really brought: the rampant spread of the fascist 
scourge; intensified reaction everywhere; unem
ployment and hunger; a new and more terrible 
blood-bath.

Today, the imperialist rulers claim to be en
gaged in a “ better” world war, which is to bring 
the "Four Freedoms”  and "peace by force.”  But 
this is only the fraud of 1914-1918 in differently- 
worded slogans.

Capitalism itself is the source of war. Imperial
ist war w ill cease to torture the peoples, of the 
world only when capitalism is brought to an end. 
Socialism alone can bring enduring peace and real 
democracy.

Peace By Force
American capitalism’s role in the "brave new 

world”  of the future was plainly delineated in the 
platform of the Democratic Party adopted at the 
Chicago convention. The platform projects a sys
tem of collaboration between the victor states "en
dowed with power to employ armed force to ensure 
peace.”

No such brazen declaration of imperialist aims 
and purposes has ever been made by any political 
party in America at any time in the country’s 
history.

The platform asserts almost in so many words 
that American capitalism intends to dominate the 
world, rule over all the peoples, and exploit them 
for the benefit of American monopoly capital. The 
very notion of keeping the peace by the use of 
armed force is an absurd contradiction. In actual
ity  it means not peace, but perpetual war —  war 
by the W all Street money bags and their govern
ment against the rest of the world.

Woodrow Wilson sought to “ keep the peace,”  
that is, assure the hegemony and domination of 
American imperialism, by means of a League of 
Nations. Roosevelt drops the pacifist camouflage 
and comes out boldly for the use of "armed force”  
to achieve the same end. The method has been 
changed but the greedy appetites of the W all Street 
barons remain and find expression in a policy 
which means war without end.

This, then, is the "peace”  which American capi
talism offers to the American workers and the war- 
weary peoples of Europe and Asia. It is a preda
tory “ peace”  which w ill merely mark an uneasy 
interlude between wars, for it  sows the seeds of 
still further and more terrible conflagrations.

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

Bosses7 Column
Editor:

I sec where a union paper has 
added a bosses’ column. The paper

to do more than k ill one nigger 
to cure them.”

A ll bus drivers, 1 was told, carry 
guns now. “ They have to, the 
niggers has got so bad.”

they arc making inevitable the 
explosion that seems imminent.

D. S.
Baton Rouge, La.

in question is New Voices of Local 
65, and the name of the column 
is “ Our Employers Say.”  I t  isn’t  
enough that the bosses have the 
radio, the press, and the movies, 
but they have a voice in the union 
paper, too.

Since the beginning, unions 
have had a bloody struggle fo r 
existence. Even now unions are 
being hamstrung by government 
agencies. As far as 1 know this 
is the first time that union 
columns have been open to the 
bosses. With conditions as they 
are and growing worse in gen
eral, I  don’t  see how this project 
w ill succeed. With the workers’ 
interests opposed to the bosses’ 
interests, there may yfft be 
protests to eliminate the bosses’ 
column.

A. D.
Brooklyn, N. Y.

The "Deep South"
Editor:

The atmosphere here in the 
“ Deep South”  fa irly  crackles with 
the ieashed fu ry  of the Negro 
people at generations of degrad
ing repressions. And more Negro 
blood has flown in the South since 
Pearl Harbor than you would 
know’ about from reading the 
papers. The following “ incidents” 
reported to me never saw print:

Louisiana, white woman: “ Why, 
them niggers are trying to take 
over the South. 150 of them 
marched on our town a while, 
back, w’ere going to take i t  over. 
We got v/ord they was coming, 
and a crowd of white MPs and the 
tov’n’s strong men went out to 
meet them. They got as fa r as 
the depot there. Our men stopped 
them with bullets.” . . . I asked 
were the Negroes armed. She said 
sure, “ but we shot first.”  1 re
marked that I hadn’t  read that in 
the papers. “ Sure not,” she said. 
“ A lot of other things like that 
aren’t  in the papers, either. Them 
niggers’ll learn that this ain’t  the 
north!”

Mississippi, farmer: “ Why the 
other day. one of them niggers 
got on the bus and set right down 
by a white woman. The bus driver 
told him to git up and he refused 
to do hit. The bus driver called 
ahead to have the sheriff meet 
the bus at the next stop and a 
squad of armed men met the bus 
and ordered the nigger to git o ff 
and he jis t set there. They had 
to drag him o ff the bus and they 
filled him fu ll of lead on the spot. 
But that won’t cure them. We got

I got on the bus ax Alexandria, 
La., and there were no empty 
seats. As I was standing in the 
aisle, perfectly w illing to take my 
turn at standing, the driver came 
back and ordered a Negro sailor 
to get up and give me his seat.
I protested that I didn’t  want to 
take another’s seat, but the driver 
again rudely ordered the sailor to 
get up and move back. I had to 
take the seat; I knew that i f  I 
protested again it m ight make 
trouble fo r the Negro.

I t  is practically worth a Negro 
man’s life to be seen talking to 
a white woman, so I couldn’t even 
apologize to him. I t  was a very 
uncomfortable ride for me; but I 
noted that the Negroes didn’t 
take it  uncomplainingly. They 
muttered among themselves quite 
audibly, and I heard one man say 
distinctly that “ in some parts of 
the country, service men of all 
colors get the choice of seats,”  
and there was a general murmur 
of approbation from the Negroes. 
I t  is a new thing in the South for 
Negroes to dare to publicly state 
their discontent.

Another time 1 was riding on 
an almost empty bus. I  had a seat 
towards the rear of the coach, and 
across ths aisle from me two 
Negro men sat quietly talking to 
each other. Suddenly the driver 
stopped the bus and strode fu ri
ously back and ordered the 
Negroes to move back. “ Can’t  you 
see there’s white folks sitting 
there?”  he shouted, meaning me.

I quickly got up, and said, 
“ Why don’t I move yp? There 
are plenty of empty seats,”  and 
started to take another seat. The 
driver blocked my way and said 
“ Keep your seat. They kin move 
back.” I pushed him out of my 
way and tqpk a forward seat, say
ing I didn’t  want to inconvenience 
other people needlessly. The 
Negroes sat there. The driver 
slouched back up front and looked 
his hatred at me into the m irror.

One significant thing I have 
noticed. There is more friendly, 
easy talk between whites and 
Negroes, in spite of the terrorism, 
than there ever was in the days 
before the war. I have seen white 
boys and men talking to Negroes 
on (he buses many times, talking 
as men talk to each other. In 
Baton Rouge I spoke to a friend 
about the “ Negro menace.”  This 
friend, certainly no radical, re
plied that the situation is due 
almost solely to the fear that has 
taken hold of the white people, 
and their reaction to it. They are 
treating the Negroes so badly that

PAC Politics
Editor:

Here are a few more footnotes 
about the Massachusetts State 
CIO Convention held some weeks 
ago.

Most of the time at the conven
tion was spent listening to 
speeches about Political Action, so 
i t  is very interesting to note the 
results of the primaries held two 
days after the convention. Five 
candidates—all Democrats—were 
backed by the PAC. Two of them 
were victorious, the other three 
were beaten.

The PAC, i f  it takes a stand on 
the elections in November, w ill 
find itself in a contradictory posi
tion. I t  w ill have to support 
candidates it b itterly attacked in 
the primaries, or the Republican 
candidates, and the Republican 
program has also been severely 
criticized by the PAC.

The workers, and I include the 
CIO members, were apathetic in 
the primaries. The only chance 
the PAC had was to get them to 
register and vote, and in this they 
failed dismally. The primary vote 
was very ligh t and the regular 
Democratic machine voters con
trolled the election. The candi
dates repudiated by the PAC cam
paigned on this very basis and 
rang up impressive pluralities.

The great majority of the woi-k- 
ers voted with their feet, stayed 
away from the polls. To them, 
even candidates with CIO endorse
ment were nothing to get excited 
about — just more politicians 
fighting fo r office.

The results of the primaries 
show that working w ithin the 
Democratic and Republican par
ties w ill not help the workers. In 
Massachusetts, we are faced with 
the fact that the men the workers 
support are not even nominated. 
Now in the November elections, 
the workers, in many contests, 
have nobody they can conscienti
ously vote for. A ll the candidates 
have been labeled as anti-labor, 
months in advance, of the elec
tion!

This has caused many workers 
to think about elections in a new 
way. The idea of a labor party, 
with men they know really re
present labor as candidates, finds 
them in a more receptive mood. 
It  is entirely possible that within 
a year there w ill he many demands 
put upon the CIO for formation 
of a labor party.

J. M. ,
Boston, Mass.

IND IA
The Indian revolution, which 

last surged-into world prominence 
with the bloody events of August 
1942, is by no means crushed. The 
population remains “ sullen and 
uncooperative,”  reports L o u i s  
Fischer, the Nation’s well-known 
foreign correspondent. Ghandi and 
his Congress Party leadership 
did not want and even opposed, 
the mass movement which follow
ed their arrests and thus le ft it 
a prey of the sanguinary six 
months’ campaign of the British' 
m ilitary.

As leader of the conciliationist 
Indian capitalist class, Ghandi 
fears the independent action of 
the colonial masses. Instead, he 
prefers to compromise with im
perialism, even after he is thrown 
into prison. To his jailer, Viceroy 
Wavell, (Fischer reports) he ad
dressed letters beginning w ith ; 
“ Dear. Friend”  and urging a 
“ searching of hearts in British 
high places.”

A fter a period of recuperation 
following his recent release, 
Ghandi came out on July 8 with a 
plan to do away with the main 
alleged “ obstacle”  in the way of 
Indian independence: th.e Hindu- 
Moslem conflict. In applying its 
divide-and-rule policy to India, 
British imperialism has always 
fostered the religious differences 
a n d  supported A li Jinnah’s 
Moslem League as a counter
weight to Ghandi’s Congress 
Party. Jinnah dressed this policy 
up with a slogan—Pakistan— 
which called fo r separate Moslem 
and Hindu states. Chandi’s new 
move is designed to take the wind 
out of Pakistan’s sails.

In essence Ghandi calls for the 
immediate formation of a “ transi
tional”  government by his Con
gress and the Moslem League and

for a plebiscite after the war to 
determine whether the Moslems 
desire a separate state. He pledges 
the participation of India on the 
side of the “ United Nations”  in 
the war, leaving m ilitary affairs 
where they are now, in the hands 
of the imperialists.

These proposals have^so fa r 
fallen on deaf ears. The Raj has 
merely reiterated that it  stands 
by the Cripps Plan—which cen
ters all its arguments around 
P a k i s t a n .  Meanwhile, the 
Viceroy has refused repeated re
quests by Ghandi that he be 
allowed to discuss his proposals 
with the jailed members of the 
Working Committee of the A ll- 
India Congress.

Churchill has already said: he 
did not become the King’s first 
minister to liquidate the British 
e m p i r e .  Ghandi’s proposals 

i further expose the specious argu
ments in which imperialist rapa
city is dressed. But they do not 
bring the Indian masses one step 
further towards independence. 
Only the resurgence of the revolu
tion under proletarian leadership 
can accomplish that.

ALBANIA
In the New York Times of July 

21, 1944, C. L. Sulzberger reports 
from Bari, Ita ly  the existence of 
a state of civil war among the 
guerillas in Albania. The civil 
war takes the same lines that 
have already become fam iliar in 
Yugoslavia and Greece.

Since September. 1942 a Na
tional Liberation M o v e m e n t  
known as the Levizija Nacional 
C lirim tari has been in action. It  
has been clashing continually 
with guerilla troops that stand 
for the restoration of the monar
chy under the deposed King Zog. 
The L.N.C. is for a Balkan

Federation with which an inde
pendent Albania is to be affiliated. 
I t  pursues the policy of replacing 
the old civil authorities with newly 
elected committees in all territory 
under its control.

As in Yugoslavia and Greece, 
the Stalinists provide the main 
organized leadership. As in these 
other countries, the Allies find 
their efforts toward conciliating 
the contending guerilla factions 
extremely difficult. No doubt the 
Stalinists w ill here too attempt 
to utilize their organized strength 
to behead and betray the move
ment. But the very fact of its 
existence in Albania is renewed 
evidence that all over Nazi- 
occupied Europe the revolutionary 
class struggle is bursting through 
to the top in the fight to shake 
o ff national and social oppres
sion.

SOUTH AFRICA
From South Africa we have 

recently been getting regularly 
the new Trotskyist publication 
Workers Voice, printed in English 
and Afrikaans. The paper’s main 
articles are devoted to the strug
gle for equality by the native 
workers. The white government 
discriminates in favor of the 
white (European) workers not 
only in the matter of wages and 
the right of trade union organiza
tion, but also in the matter of 
residential rights, and even in the 
right to buy liquor. New restric
tive laws relating to the latter 
have aroused particular indigna
tion and form the subject matter 
of several agitational articles.

From notices in the paper i t  is 
evident that Trotskyism groups are 
working actively in Cape Town, 
and have also expanded to 
Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth, 
East London and Kimberley.

A Financial Editor Sees 
Rosy Future -- For Bosses
Workers think of a depression as a period of low 

wages, unemployment, hunger. Not so the capitalists. 
To them depressions exist only under one circum
stance—when their profits decline.

The trained seals of the capitalist press usually slick 
over this attitude of the bosses. But Ralph Hender- 
shot, Financial Editor of the N. Y. World-Telegram, 
sometimes speaks out in less guarded fashion, because 
his remarks are addressed to business men. On July 
26, in discussing “ post war”  prospects fo r the a ircraft 
corporations, Hendershot gives us a real glimpse of 
the capitalists’ point of view on what constitutes 
“ good times”  and “ bad times.”

He writes that “ financial and business circles”  have 
been unduly pessimistic about the “ post-war pros
pects”  of the a ircraft manufacturers. “ A closer ex
amination of prospects. . . according to the experts”  
gives considerable reassurance. “ When i t  is considered 
that the capitalizations of our major manufacturing 
companies have not been materially increased in the 
meantime (during the war) i t  must be granted they 
w ill not fare so badly from the earnings (profits) 
standpoint.”

“ True,”  Hendershot concedes as an after thought, 
“ all of these companies w ill make sharp reductions 
in their working forces immediately after peace. I t  
is estimated, in fact, that ’cuts may be as high as 80 
per cent.”  But that’s nothing fo r the a ircraft moguls 
to worry about.

“ As already pointed out, a reduction in working 
force w ill not seriously affect the earning power of 
those companies based on their small capitalization. 
And they w ill not be hampered because of productive 
facilities. In fact, they w ill have the most modern 
plants in existence—plants they never could have 
built without government help. These plants unques
tionably w ill be offered to them at attractive prices.”  

Henderson concludes on a note of hearty optimism. 
“ A ll in all, the situation appears much brighter than 
i t  did a few months ago.”  Not, of course, fo r the 80 
per cent of a ircraft workers who w ill be walking the 
streets. But, then, think how nice i t ’s going to be fo r 
the bosses in their “ Post-War Paradise of P ro fit.”  
They hope.

NAM Uses Trick Method 
To Conceal Profiteering

According to the National Association of Manufac
turers, war profiteering is just a myth. This “ closed 
shop”  organization of Big Business is currently en
gaged in a high-power propaganda campaign to 
“ prove”  that the capitalists are really the “ forgotten 
men”  of this war.

Last week, the NAM issued an elaborate “ study”  
designed to show that Wall Street corporations are 
making a lower rate of p ro fit than before the war. 
To demonstrate this, the NAM simply changes the 
method which business men themselves use to com
mute profit- rates. An NAM press handout, giving a 
resume of its “ study” , explains:

“ American business is making money, but at a 
lower rate than i t  was before the war. . . Although 
the dollar volume of corporate profits was consider
ably higher in 1943 than in 1939, last year’s net earn
ings were low when considered in relation to the 
tremendously increased volume of production — 
$298,000,000,000, as against $131,000,000,000 in 1939. 
The rate of p ro fit declined from 3.1 in 1939 to 2.8 
in 1943. Production increased 127 per cent and profits 
101 per cent. Profits are staying in line, even in war
time, when they don’t  go up as fast as output.”

Of course, p ro fit rates are figured not in relation 
to production, but to capital investment. I f  a business 
man invests $1000 and receives $100 profit, that is 
10 per cent. I f  his capital remains fixed and his 
p ro fit goes up to $200, then his p ro fit is 20 per cent, 
or double the year before. According to this method, 
the corporations have grabbed p ro fit increases, after 
taxes, since 1939 of from 50 to 1000 per cent, and 
more. That’s what the NAM calls “ staying in line.”

Immigration Laws Based 
On Nazi-Like Race Code

America’s immigration and naturalization laws are 
based on a vile racial code that has its closest counter
part in Nazi Germany, i t  was charged by Earl G. Har
rison, U. S. Commissioner of Immigration and Natur
alization, in his report recently submitted to Attorney 
General Biddle.

Harrison resigned in disgust with the failure of 
Congress to enact measures, which he and others 
have proposed, to remove the racial exclusion features 
of the immigration and naturalization laws. The pres
ent laws exclude Hindus, Filipinos and other Oriental 
peoples, and lim it the entry of immigrants from 
Southern and Eastern Europe on the grounds that 
they are “ inferior peoples.”

Speaking fo r the speedy enactment of his own pro
posed reforms, Harrison declared: “ The only other 
country that observes racial discrimination similar to 
that reflected in our laws in matters relating to nat
uralization is Nazi Germany.”

Instead of democratizing the existing laws, Con
gress is now considering further reactionary meas
ures looking toward a completely “ closed door”  poli
cy. Harrison charged that i t  is “ to ta lly unnecessary, 
most undesirable and certainly not in accord w ith our 
previous history and our present world position to 
adopt any ‘closed door’ policy.”

When American capitalism was young, vigorous and 
expanding, immigration was encouraged to provide 
a large supply of workers who could be readily ex
ploited. Then i t  was the politician’s boast that Amer
ica was a refuge and haven fo r the hungry and op
pressed of other lands. Three-quarters of the Amer
ican working class are either immigrants or the des
cendants of immigrants going back no more than four 
generations.

Now in its decline and decay, American capitalism 
shuts the door to those compelled to flee suffering 
and persecution in other lands. In support of its 
vicious, anti-democratic laws, the American ru ling 
class resorts more and more to the most reactionary 
racial theories — theories on which the German capi
talists through H itler, erected their slave regime.


