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and read before the local’s Gen­
eral Council meeting on July 
9. It answered a Local 600 in­
quiry concerning the attitude of 
the UAW and CIO on the M in ­
neapolis Labor Case by stating:

“ 1 am o f the opinion tha t these 
people should be supported fo r 
two reasons: f irs t, the N a tiona l 
CIO  takes tha t pos ition ; and 
second, they were undoubtedly 
sent to prison under a law  w ith  
which we cannot possibly agree. 
T h a t does not mean th a t we agree 
w ith  the policies o f these p a rticu ­
la r  ind iv idua ls, but the case its e lf  
involves a serious th rea t to labor 
genera lly  in the sta te o f .Min­
nesota.”

Thom as’ s ta tem ent followed the 
je tion  o f the Resolutions Com­
mittee a t the recent M ich igan CIO 
Convention, representing  800,000 ! 
organized w orkers, which by a G 
to  1 vote endorsed a reso lu tion in 
support o f 'th e  18 and has recom­
mended its  adoption by the in ­
com ing state executive board.

These expressions o f support 
lend add itiona l w e igh t to  the 
g ro w in g  labo r and libe ra l forces, 
now num bering close to  300 union, 
N egro , fra te rn a l and c iv il r ig h ts  
o rgan iza tions w ith  over 2,000,000 
members, w h ich have given th e ir  
m ora l and m a te ria l a id  to  the 
C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee’s 
cam paign to  fre e  the  18.

U R G E  PARD O N

These resolutions, along w ith  
pe titions  bearing over 11,000 in ­
d iv idua l s ignatures and hundreds 
o f le tte rs  from  labor and libe ra l 
leaders, w il l be presented to the 
P residentia l Pardon A u th o r ity  in 
W ashington d u rin g  the f irs t  week 
o f A ugust by a CRDC-sponsored 
com m ittee o f na tion a lly  prom inent 
union and c iv il r ig h ts  spokesmen. 
T h is  com m ittee w ill urge P resi­
dent Roosevelt to g ra n t an un­
cond itiona l pardon to the 18 
v ic tim s  o f the ou ts tand ing vio la-

Easily Satisfied
W inston C hurch ill is a modest 

im p e r ia lis t,  w ith  modest ap­
petites. Addressing Canadian 
airm en in N orm andy th is  
week, he sa id : ‘ ‘We have 
fough t fo r  honor and we seek 
no rew ard. We seek no te r r i­
to ry , we desire no o il fields, 
we seek no th ing th a t is not our 
own. But w hat is our own in 
the Com m onwealth, tha t we 
don’t w ant any o ther people to 
express an op in ion about. T ha t 
we w ill f irm ly  re ta in .”

The B r it is h  E m pire  and 
Com m onwealth on ly  embraces 
an area o f 13,707,084 square 
m iles and a population o f 
51)7,080,150— more than one- 
qu a rte r o f the land surface o f 
the earth  and more than one- 
qu a rte r of its  inhab itan ts. 
Modest C h u rc h ill!!

lion  o f c iv il libe rtie s  du ring  
W orld  W ar I I .

The flo w  o f supporting  reso lu­
tions and financia l con tribu tions 
from  union and o ther labor bodies 
is increasing every week. La s t 
week alone, reso lu tions and con­
tr ib u tio n s  were received fro m  the 
fo llo w in g  unions a n d ' l a b o r  
fra te rn a l bodies:

U A W -C IO  Local 142, Dearborn, 
M ich.; U A W -C IO  Local 3, Ham - 
tram ck, M ich.; D a iry , Bak.ery, 
Cereal and Food W orkers D iv is ion  
(20 loca ls ); CIO  U n ited  R e ta il, 
W holesale and D epartm ent Store 
Employees, D e tro it, M ich .; St. 
Louis J o in t Council, U R W D S E A ; 
CIO T e x tile  W orkers Local 139, 
T renton, N . J.; CIO T e x tile  W o rk ­
ers Local 140, M aynard , Mass.; 
A F L  M ach in ists Local 68, San 
Francisco; A F L  Food Packers 
Local 124, New Y o rk  C ity ; Sheep 
Shearers Union Local 1, Butte, 
M ont. The Jewish Labor Com m it-
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Allies Reveal Plan 
For Strangling the 
German Revolt

By Ralph Graham

With wide fissures opening 
in the Nazi regime, presaging 
its downfall, the imperialist 
bandits of the Allied "democ­
racies” are making ready to put 
into operation their nefarious 
plans for strangling the working 
class revolution which they are 
now certain is going to follow.

Just as they sought to  destroy 
the great Bo lshevik  Revolution 
w h ich  arose in  Russia from  the 
carnage of W orld  W ar I,  so today 
they stand ready to s in k  th e ir 
bloody talons in to  a revo lu tiona ry  
socia lis t Germany.

C H U R C H IL L ’S R O LE

C h u rch ill was the p rinc ipa l 
p lo tte r against the w orkers ’ Sov­
ie t Republic w h ich emerged from  
the B olshevik R evolution. He was 
to the fore in  in sp ir ing , encour­
ag ing and financing the W hite  
Guard counter-revo lu tion and in 
organ iz ing  the in te r-A llie d  m il i ­
ta ry  in te rven tion . Am ong his im- 
p e r  i a l i  s t  co-conspirators was 
W oodrow W ilson, who preached 
the “ r ig h t  o f se lf-de te rm ina tion  o f 
a l l na tions”  bu t worked, to over­
th ro w  the Bo lshevik  regime 
w h ich  had been free ly  chosen by 
the w orkers and peasants of Rus­
sia. I t  was W ilson who sent 
A m erican troops to Archangel 
and to V lad ivostok to cooperate 
w ith  the W h ite  Guard rabble in  
th e ir  a ttem p ts  to  drown the Rus­
sian Revolution in  its  own blood.

Once again, a fte r the lapse of 
a quarter of a century, C hurch ill 
occupies the center of the counter­
revo lu tiona ry  stage, w ith  plans 
fo r  sm ashing the German social­
is t revo lu tion . H is  leading fe l­
low -conspira tor th is  tim e  is an­
other “ great Dem ocrat”  —  F ra n k ­

ly

He’ll Finish Them Both

Democratic Party Convention 
Furthers Big Business Aims

Germany Stands On Brink Of 
Mass Revolutionary Upsurge
Junker Officer Caste Makes Desperate Bid 
To Salvage Its Power By Deal With Allies

By W illiam  F. W arde

H itle r ’s totalitarian regim e, which he boasted 
would “ reign fo r  a thousand years,”  is today in  the  
throes o f a m ortal crisis. Eleven and a h a lf years a fte r  
the Nazi agents o f Germ an capitalism  waded to power 
through the blood o f the Germ an w orking class, the 
rulers o f Germany are at each other’s throats and en­
gaged in a v irtual c iv il war. This savage conflict on 
top reflects profound revolutionary fe rm en t below  
among the masses. The m ighty Germ an pro le taria t is 
preparing to 
against i t s

r i s e

By ArtPxeis

(Continued on page 5)

How Workers Can Fight 
Peril Of Unemployment

By R. B ell ®-

Estimales of the number of unemployed by the end of this 
year vary from two to four m illion. The latter figure is given by 
the A FL economist, Boris Shiskin, who contends it is based on 
“ known factors” in the production program. Shiskin declared that 
the estimate of four m illion unemployed by the end of 1944 was 
“ conservative,”  and is based on the assumption that the war 
against Germany and Japan is still going on. In the event of a 
m ilita ry collapse of Germany it  f -------------------------------
is conceded there would be a 
sharp drop in production of 30 
to 50 per cent with a catastroph­
ic decline in employment.
CAU SES O F U N E M P L O Y M E N T

The causes o f the steady dec­
line  in em ploym ent in  the  m idst 
o f a global w a r, in w h ich indus­
t r ia l  p roduction plays a decisive 
role, is tw o fo ld . F irs t,  w a r prod­
uction cutbacks and con tra c t te r ­
m inations are d ic ta ted by the 
armed forces, w ith o u t regard fo r  
the needs o f the w orkers who are 
sum m a rily  dismissed, and w ith o u t 
any prov is ion  fo r  reconversion to 
c iv ilia n  production. Second, and 
o f more la s tin g  e ffec t, is the “ ra ­
t io n a liz a tio n ”  o f production: th a t 
is, the in troduction  o f labor sav­
in g  devices, the construction o f 
m ore e ffic ie n t p lan t and equip­
ment, the  speedup, a ll o f  which 
has increased enorm ously the p ro ­
d u c tiv ity  o f labor. Less w orkers 
are producing more m a te ria l 
than ever hefore.

The productive capacity o f 
Am erican in du s try  has expanded 
so prod ig ious ly  th a t fo r  the f irs t 
tim e  in h is to ry  cap ita lism  is, un­
able to  provide fu l l  .em ploym ent 
in  the  m ids t o f a w o rld -w ide  war, 
in  which a po ten tia l la bo r force 
o f over ten m illio n  is in  the armed 
forces. The g ro w th  o f unem ploy­

ment. is accompanied by a reduc­
tion  in wages fo r  those employed. 
Those made jobless by cutbacks 
are forced in to  ta k in g  low er paid 
jobs in o ther departm ents o r in  
o ther p lants. In  a survey con­
ducted by the N . Y. Post i t  was 
found th a t such changes in em­
ploym ent resu lt in “ a pay cut o f 
about $20 a week.”  “ Many o f 
these in d u s tr ia l expendables,”  
says the Post, “ have refused at 
f ir s t  to  w ork fo r  low er pay, bu t 
they are being forced in to  new 
war jobs by the s tr ic t  W ar M an­
power Commission job-con tro l 
which went in to  effect Ju ly  1.”

W ith  such pay cuts imposed on 
the w orkers th rough the medium 
o f the R ooseve lt-M cN utt forced 
labor plan, the g radua l e lim in a ­
tion  o f overtim e w ith  its  prem ium  
pay together w ith  a shorten ing o f 
the w o rk  week has resulted in a 
general drop in  “ take home 
wages.”  T h is  decline in  “ take 
horn.e wages”  in the face o f a con­
s ta n tly  r is in g  cost o f liv in g  and 
h igher taxes means a low ering  o f 
the w o rke r’s standard o f liv in g . 
W h ile  corpora tion  p ro fits  soar to 
h igher levels, wages rem a in  fro z ­
en under the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la .

To close the w iden ing  gap be­
tween frozen wages and the r is in g  
cost o f l iv in g  labo r m ust f ig h t un ­
der the slogan o f : a r is in g  scale o f

wages to meet the r is in g  cost o f 
l iv in g  —  an “ E sca la tor Clause”  in 
every union con tract should p rov­
ide fo r  an increase in  wages fo r  
every cprresponding increase in 
the cost o f liv in g . B u t th is  is 
ju s t one aspect o f the la rg e r prob­
lem indicated above.

W O R KER S CO N TR O L

W ith  a re la tiv e ly  fu l l  u t il iz a ­
tion  o f A m erica ’s g iga n tic  capa­
c ity  to produce i t  is possible to  
create an economy o f abundance 
fo r  a ll. B u t fu l l  em ploym ent is 
im possib le under a system in  
which the m ain concern is p ro fit. 
To ensure the u tiliz a t io n  o f A m er­
ica ’s productive capacity  labo r 
m ust advance the slogan o f: .Na­
tion a liza tio n  o f in du s try  under 
w orkers con tro l. A g a in s t the p ro ­
gram  o f B ig  Business o f produ­
cing solely fo r  p ro fit;  o f sh u ttin g  
down p lan ts and ju n k in g  produc­
tiv e  equipm ent; o f low ering  
wages; o f c u r ta ilin g  production 
and c rea ting  a perm anent a rm y 
o f unemployed pariahs, labor 
m ust counterpose its  own p ro ­
gram  o f fu l l  production  and em­
ploym ent.

W ith  in d u s try  nationalized 
under w orkers con tro l the slack 
in unem ploym ent, (w h ich  i t  is 
estim ated w ill reach the figu re  
o f 20 m illio n  in  the  “ pos t-w ar”  
period i f  “ free en te rp rise ”  p re­
v a ils ), can be taken up by a 
reduction in  hours w ith  no reduc­
tion  in pay. The increase in  the 
p ro d u c tiv ity  o f labor makes i t  
possible to  meet the needs o f the 
people, to  raise the standard o f

run n ing  m ate could in  no wise 
a ffe c t the basic course and p o li­
cies o f the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion . T h a t course is  determ ined 
by the fundam enta l w o rld  aims 
o f A m erican cap ita lism , w h ich 
Roosevelt has consis ten tly  p u r­
sued. The s ign ificance o f the con­
f l ic t  over the v ice -pres identia l 
nominee a t the convention lies in  
its  sym ptom atic  character. I t  re ­
vealed Roosevelt’s contem pt fo r  
his se rv ile  supporters among the 
union bureaucracy, whom he 
knows he can count on, no m a tte r 
how many blows he de livers to  
labor.

BOSSES A N D  CIO

Sidney H illm a n , P h ilip  M urra y  
and the other “ labor statesmen”  
of the CTO P o litica l A ction  Com­
m ittee  chose to assert themselves 
at the convention by a demon­
s tra tive  cam paign fo r the re ­
nom ination  of Wallace. T h e ir

Fall of Tojo Gov’t 
Shows Sharpening 
Of Crisis in Japan

Byt L i Fu-Jen
i Japan’s imperialist ruling 
class is moving at an acceler­
ated pace toward the abyss of 
social revolution. The collapse 
of the Tojo cabinet last week 
was a symptomatic reaction in 
the ruling summits to a growing 
restiveness at the base o f Jap­
anese society, which, as in the 
case of Nazi Germany, portends 
a violent revolutionary up­
heaval.

F or seven long years the Jap­
anese workers and peasants have
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Blessed and backed by a powerful section of the more far-sighted W all Street interests, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was renominated v irtu  ally automatically last week as the Democratic 
Party’s 1944 presidential candidate. His platfo rm, which reveals throughout his personal im­
print, contains but one tangible plank -— a pledge to prosecute to successful conclusion Wall 
Street's war for world domination, and to im pose a conqueror’s “ peace by force.”

Roosevelt, as he himself sta- ®----------------------------------------------------— --------------------------------------
ted in his nomination accept­
ance speech, stands “ on the rec­
ord.”  That record shows that 
Roosevelt in his foreign policy 
has consistently advanced W all 
Street’s fundamental program 
of world domination. Under his 
regime at home, Big Business, 
through its control of the war 
production program, has im­
measurably strengthened i t  s 
monopoly grip on America's 
productive facilities and re­
sources. I t  has piled up unpre­
cedented war profit5*and thrust 
its hands into a grab-bag con­
taining billions worth of gov­
ernment-financed plants a n d  
land developments. It has fast­
ened such government shackles 
on labor as compulsory arbitra­
tion, wage freezing, forced labor 
decrees, anti-strike legislation, 
extortionate taxes.
D E M A N D  G U A R A N T E E S

W hile  B ig  Business takes due 
account of past, favors, i t  is  never 
guided by considerations of g ra t­
itude. The p lu tocra ts demanded 
add itiona l guarantees fo r the fu ­
ture. They secured them from  
Roosevelt and his p a rty  bosses at 
the Dem ocratic Convention, ju s t 
as they had p rev iously  obtained 
them from  Republicans.

Those assurances were given 
not on ly  in  term s of the p la tfo rm , 
a de libera te ly  vague and am big­
uous statem ent o f aim s and ac­
com plishm ents calculated la rge ly  
to conceal ra the r than reveal the 
true  purposes of Roosevelt and 
his party . They were pos itive ly  
asserted in  the m a jo r con flic ts  
of the convention, especially in  
the contest fo r  the vice-president­
ia l nom ination , through which 
Roosevelt perform ed fun e ra l r ites  
over the long-dead New Deal, and 
affirm ed h is a lignm en t w ith  the 
most reactionary  forces in the 
Dem ocratic Party .

Roosevelt de libera te ly  kn ifed  
the renom ination  chances of Vice- 
President W allace, his most loyal 
cho ir boy and assiduous purveyor 
of lib e ra l demagogy, thereby g iv ­
in g  pub lic  notice th a t henceforth 
h is  course w i l l  continue to the 
r ig h t. W ith  cold contem pt, he 
gave the back o f h is hand to the 
CIO labo r flunk ies . W allace's 
most clamorous supporters, who 
constitu te  Roosevelt’s captive re t­
inue.

In  re a lity , the choice o f T ru ­
man o r W allace as Roosevelt’s

u  p

oppressors, 
wipe out the Nazi enslav­
ers and deal death blows 
to cap ita lis t-junker ru le.

A T T E M P T E D  COUP D’E T A T

The momentous events which 
began to shake G erm any las t 
week were p rec ip ita ted by an 
attem pted coup d’e ta t led by 
Junker Generals and a reported 
assassination a ttem p t a g a in s tH it-  
ler. A sweeping blood purge en­
sued w ith in  the com m anding 
sum m its o f the armed forces, a l­
ready c rum b ling  under ca tas tro ­
phic defeats. Hundreds o f officers 
were reported executed, inc lud ing  
Col. Gen. Beck, fo rm e r ch ie f o f 
s ta ff.  Thousands more were 
arrested.

A t  the same tim e, there  were 
pers is ten t rum ors o f m utin ies in 
the naval forces a t K ie l and 
S te ttin  and among th,e troops a t 
the fro n t, and o f clashes between 
the W ehrm acht and SS detach­
ments. H it le r ,  Reichsm arshal 
G oering and Grand A d m ira l 
Doenitz were compelled to  appeal 
over the rad io  to  the German 
a rm y and people, p leading w ith  
them to  ignore the orders o f the 
conspirators and rem a in  lo ya l to 
the N az i regim e. To ensure th a t 
lo y a lty , however, H it le r  w en t to 
e x tra o rd in a ry  lengths, p lac ing 
Gestapo-head H im m le r in  charge 
o f the  a rm y  w ith in  the Reich and 
appo in ting  Nazi henchmen over 
the a rm y  commanders.

S im ultaneously w ith  the  dis­
closure o f these events, dispatches 
reported v io le n t disturbances in 
B e rlin  and o ther lead ing cities. 
O ther accounts stated th a t  the
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streets o f B e rlin  were deserted 
and pa tro lled  by SS detachments 
and the Gestapo. H it le r  has been 
obliged to  in s titu te  m a rt ia l law  
w ith in  G erm any its e lf,  s ig n ify in g  
th a t h is  reg im e is now under a 
s tate o f siege.

These are unm istakable signs 
o f a developing revo lu tiona ry  
s itua tion  in  G erm any. They reca ll 
(he events o f 1918, when, a fte r  
(he Russian R evolution, the G er­
man General S ta ff  abandoned, a ll 
hope o f v ic to ry , m utin ies  broke 
ou t in the arm ies and in  the 
flee t, the w orkers, soldiers and 
peasants rose up, fo rm ed W o rk ­
ers and Soldiers Councils and 
w o rk in g  class governm ents were 
established in  pa rts  o f Germ any. 
W ith  the subsequent un fo ldm ent 
o f events, the present cris is  can 
lead to the overth row  o f the Nazi 
regim e th rough  the insurrection  
o f the masses. Germ any stands on 
the threshold o f the p ro le ta rian  
re v o lu tio n !

The news th a t comes th rough  
to us is fra g m e n ta ry  and m u t ila t ­
ed by a m an ifo ld  censorship. B u t 
i t  is c lear th a t in c ip ien t c iv il w a r 
has broken ou t in Germ any. I t  
has been set o f f  by the Junke r 
bid fo r  supreme power. H it le r  h im ­
se lf disclosed the engineers and 
aims o f the  conspiracy when he 
denounced the “ clique o f a m b iti­
ous, unscrupulous, and a t the  
same tim e  foo lish , c r im in a lly  
stup id  o ffice rs”  who “ hatched a 
p lo t to  remove me, and, toge ther 
w ith  me, v ir tu a lly  to exte rm ina te  
the  s ta f f  o f the  German H ig h  
Command.”  Thus, H it le r  adm its  
he is now a t w a r w ith  the Junker 
m il ita ry  caste who provided one

(Continued on page 5)

Stalinist Hooligan Assault Denounced 
In Washington AFL Convention Motion

In a frenzy of journalistic hydrophobia the Stalinist gutter- 
rag. The New World, (July 20) snarled through two fu ll pages 
at the “ Trotskyites,” a term which, in the vocabulary of Brow­
der's pen-prostitutes, includes all workers and progressives who 
fight for labor's rights, civil liberties and free speech. The Stalin­
ist frenzy was occasioned by the action of Local 104, embracing 
20,000 members of the Boilermakers Union in Seattle, which 
had adopted a resolution con-®;
demning The New World for 
instigating an assault by Stalin­
ist hooligans on a meeting of the 
American Friends Service (Qua­
kers) held at the Plymouth Con­
gregational Church.

The New W o rld  a ttr ib u te d  the 
adoption o f the reso lu tion to a 
“ T ro ts k y ite  ce ll”  in the B o ile r­
makers Union and then proceeded 
to red -ba it Local 104 fo r  sup­
p o rtin g  and co n trib u tin g  to  the 
defense o f the 18 M inneapolis 
labo r prisoners fram ed up under 
the notorious S m ith  “ G ag”  Law. 
The issue, was “ loaded”  w ith  re­
actiona ry  muck dug out. of the 
pages o f its  pa ren t organ, the 
D a ily  W orker , in  a desperate a t­
tem pt to in fluence the state con­
ven tion  o f the A F L  w h ich  was 
being held a t the tim e.

The S ta lin is t ed itors addressed 
the convention in  an ed ito ria l lec­
tu r in g  the delegates on “ how the

home fro n t enemies should be 
fought,”  —  obviously re fe rr in g  to 
th e ir  storm -trooper assault on the 
Quakers, —  and s tigm a tiz ing  
s tr ike rs  as “ subversive.”  A ppar­
en tly  expecting a favorable res­
ponse to its  reactionary  tirade  
The New W orld ed ito ria l extended 
“ its  warm est fra te rn a l greetings 
to the A F L  state convention in 
Wenatchee w ith  confidence th a t 
th is  w a rtim e ga thering  o f the 
dom inant labor group in  our state 
w i l l  make an outstanding con trib ­
u tio n  to the task of destroying 
fascism  —• the deadly enemy o f 
the w orkers.”

A fte r a heated discussion the 
W ashington State Federation of 
Labor convention did make “ an 
outstand ing con tribu tion  to  the 
task of destroy ing”  fascist m eth­
ods o f gangsterism by roundly- 
condemning the S ta lin is ts  fo r  
breaking up the Quaker-sponsored 
m eeting in  Seattle.

&-------------------------------------------------------

A reso lu tion was adopted f la y ­
in g  the S ta lin is ts  fo r  seeking to 
defile labo r’s name by an action 
which “ constitu tes a denia l o f 
freedom o f speech.”  The S ta lin is ts  
were denounced fo r c loaking 
th e ir  v ile  ac tiv itie s  in the m antle 
o f labor.

M eeting in  con junction w ith  the 
W ashington A F L  convention, the 
W ashington M ach in ists C ouncil, 
representing a ll of the locals of 
the In te rn a tio n a l Association of 
M ach in ists in the state, also 
adopted a reso lu tion denouncing 
the S ta lin is t v ig ila n te  a ttack  on 
meetings of the In s titu te  of In ­
te rna tiona l Relations sponsored 
by the Am erican Friends Society. 
F o rty -fo u r delegates, representing 
a membership o f 80,000 workers, 
adopted the reso lu tion unan im ­
ously, condem ning The New  
W orld  and the S ta lin is ts  fo r  per­
pe tra ting  an act, "u n w o rth y  of 
the labo r movement.”  The spe­
c ia l “ a n ti-T ro ts k y is t”  ed ition  of 
The New W orld  fa iled to accomp­
lish  its  purpose. The “ dom inant 
labor group”  in  the State of W ash­
ing ton p illo r ie d  the S ta lin is ts  fo r 
w ha t they are —  the deadly en­
emy of the workers.

Fascism cannot be defeated by 
bo rrow ing  the methods of the fas­
cists. The preservation of the 
labor movement requires v ig ila n t 
defense of the dem ocratic r ig h ts  
o f labor. O rgan iz ing hooligan 
gangs to break up meetings, act­
in g  as fingerm eu fo r  the cops, 
s landering  and v i l i f y in g  those who 
stand opposed to  th e ir  po licy  o f 
unconditiona l surrender to  the  
bosses and th e ir  governm ent, the  
S ta lin is ts  d irec t th e ir  m ain blows 
a t the m ost uncom prom is ing f ig h t­
ers fo r  la bo r’s r ig h ts  an<^ la b o r’s 
in te rests  —  the T ro tsky is ts .

The w orkers in the Pacific 
N o rthw est, who have a long and 
m il ita n t  tra d itio n  in the s trugg le  
fo r  free speech, have been (augh t 
a valuable lesson. Under cover 
o f a red - b a it in g  a tta ck  on 
“ T ro ts k y ite  ce lls”  the S ta lin is ts  
sought to  te rro rize  the w orkers 
in to  condoning an act o f p o lit ic a l 
vandalism . The s tin g in g  rebuke 
adm in istered by the organized 
labor movement o f the State o f 
W ashington qu ick ly  called the 
S ta lin is ts  to  order. We know  th a t 
th is  lesson w ill no t be lo s t on the 
A m erican labor- m ovem ent!

MORTAL CRISIS STRIKES 
CRUMBLING NAZI REGIME

U A W  President 
Supports Fight 
To Free The 18
Thomas Letter States Reasons Why Labor 
Should Back the Imprisoned Trotskyists

R. J. Thomas, President of the CIO United Automobile 
Workers, largest international union in the country, has declared 
his support for the IB imprisoned Socialist Workers Party and 
Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 544-CIO leaders convicted under 
the infamous Smith “ Gag”  Act.

Thomas, whose international represents over one million 
members, stated his position in a letter addressed to W. G. Grant, 
President of Ford Local 600, ---------------------------------------------
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I t  is now going on three months 
since President Roosevelt broke 
the Chicago M ontgom ery W ard 
s tr ik e  by seiz ing the p lan t on the 
p re te x t o f com pelling Sewell L. 
A ve ry , the na tion ’s No. I Open 
Shopper, to  com ply w ith  W LB  
d irectives issued las t year. A ve ry  
has his p lan t back, is slashing 
away at the union, and hasn’t 
obeyed any governm ent d irectives 
to date.

Roosevelt has proved h im se lf 
s in g u la r ly  fla b b y  about en forc ing  
the  orders o f h is own agencies 
aga inst such re ca lc itra n t em ploy­
ers. M eanwhile, A v e ry  is f ig h t­
in g  a cagey de lay ing  action 
th rou gh  the courts aga inst com­
pliance w ith  the W L B  orders fo r  
g ra n tin g  o f a maintenance o f 
m em bership clause to  the union.

L a s t week, the U . S. C irc u it 
C ourt o f Appeals a t W ashington, 
D. C., go t around to  th ro w in g  out 
A v e ry ’s s u it to  en jo in  compliance 
w ith  the W L B ’s d irectives, issued 
18 m onths ago, o rdering  h is  com­
pany to  sign a m aintenance o f 
m em bership con trac t w ith  the 
unions in  h is D e tro it, Denver and 
Jamaica, N . Y ., stores. The cou rt 
ru led , b ind ing  on a ll low er courts, 
th a t  no ju d ic ia l agency m ay in ­
te rfe re  w ith  the enforcem ent o f 
orders by a governm ent w a r 
agency, and conversely, th a t W LB  
orders are no t enforceable by 
cou rt orders.

So fa r ,  th is  hasn’t  prodded a 
s t ir  ou t o f Roosevelt o r the 
W LB . A v e ry  is s it t in g  t ig h t  and 
p lan n in g  to  s ta ll a lo t  longer by 
appealing to  the  U . S. Supreme 
Court. I t  should be p len ty  clear 
by now th a t Roosevelt has tw o 
d is tin c t policies concerning the en­
fo rcem ent o f W L B  directives. 
W hen union men refuse fo comply 
w ith  the p ro -corpora tion  orders 
o f the  W LB , FD R  sw ings a b ig  
club, using troops when he th in ks  
i t  necessary, and he acts writh  the 
speed o f a P 51. B u t when labor- 
h a ting  pro fiteers like  A ve ry  sp it 
in  the face o f the W L B  repeatedly, 
Roosevelt becomes m ig h ty  ab­
sorbed in  o ther th ings, like  
Dem ocratic P a rty  conventions.

* * *
L a s t w.sek, th is  colum n reported 

one o f the la te s t moves in  the 
S ta lin is t cam paign to  d isarm  the 
unions and open the gates o f the 
la bo r m ovem ent fro m  w ith in  to 
the  o ffens ive  o f th.9 open-shop­
pers. T h a t was the action o f the 
S ta lin is t leadership o f Local 65, 
CIO U n ited  R e ta il, W holesale 
and D epartm ent Store Employees, 
in  g iv in g  the employers a column 
in  the lo ca l’s paper, New Voices, 
to  spread th e ir  opium  among the 
w orkers.

A  union leadership which opens 
the  columns o f the labo r press to 
the  propaganda o f the  un ions’ 
enemies isn ’t  the type which w il l  
f ig h t fo r  the in te rests o f its  m em ­
bers, as the ve ry  issue, J u ly  9, 
w h ich  publishes the  f ir s t  o f the 
bosses’ columns gives d irec t 
tes tim ony. On the opposite page 
New Voices publishes the l is t  o f 
Loca l 65 W L B  cases w h ich  have 
been s ta lled  before th a t body. 
Loca l 65 has no less than  64 
cases, one subm itted as fa r  back 
as F ebru a ry  1943, bogged in  the  
W L B  swamp. A lm o s t h a lf  o f the 
cases go back m ore tha n  s ix  
m onths.

In  the  face o f th is  m iserable 
record o f fa ilu re  to  defend the 
in te res ts  o f th e ir  (own m ember­
ship and o f s e rv ility  to  the  em­
ployers, the Local 65 S ta lin is t 
leaders have the g a ll, in  the  J u ly  
23 New Voices, to stab in the back 
the  members o f th e ir  own in ­
te rn a tio n a l un ion who w.ent on 
s tr ik e  a t M ontgom ery W ard. 
New Voices devotes an en tire  
page to  an a ttack  on the  s tr ik in g  
un ion, and the leadership w h ich 
backed the s tr ike . I t  even goes so 
fa r  as to  sta te  th a t the un ion in 
s tr ik in g  “ did exac tly  w h a t A v e ry  
w anted”  and aga inst th e ir  own 
union bro thers defends the s tr ik e ­
b re ak ing  actions o f H a r r y  
B ridges, who has been denounced 
th rou gh ou t the labo r movement.

T h is  treacherous crew ca lls  fo r  
a “ rea l labor leadership” — nam ely, 
one which w ill “ m obilize a l l the 
people o f A m erica behind the W ar 
Labor Board.”  W hat is needed is 
a m ob iliza tion  o f the Local 65 
members to  g ive the boot to  the 
fin k y  S ta lin is t machine, and get 
a m il ita n t  leadership th a t w ill 
organize a rea l f ig h t to  clean up 
the  scores o f Local 65 cases buried 
in  the W L B  “ G raveyard of 
Grievances.”

♦ *  *
In  his sum m ation o f the  CIO 

Steel W orkers  wage case before 
the  W L B  panel hearings, CIO 
General Counsel Lee Pressman 
answered argum ents o f the  steel 
corpora tion  mouthpieces th a t the 
governm ent has no power to 
balance price  rises by g ra n tin g  
wage increases. Pressm an cor­
re c tly  po in ted ou t th a t the  on ly  
la w  lim it in g  Roosevelts power to 
ra ise  wages is  the  S tab iliza tion  
A c t  o f October, 1942, w h ich  
authorizes h im  to  m a in ta in  bo th  
wages and prices a t th e ir  Septem­
ber, 1942 levels.

Pressman fu rth e r quoted Roose­
v e lt ’s s ta tem ent in September, 
1942, th a t “ i f  we are to keep 
wages e ffec tive ly  stab ilized, i t  
becomes im pera tive , in fa irness to 
the workers, to  keep equa lly  stable 
the cost o f food and c lo th in g  and 
she lte r and o ther a rtic les  used by 
the w orkers .”

The CIO a tto rney pleaded: “ I f  
you take th is  com m itm ent o f the 
President o f the U. S. to  the peo­
ple  o f the nation , we ask how can 
i t  be argued th a t i t  is  the  gov­
ernm ent’s po licy n o t to  pro tect 
wages aga inst a rise  in  the  cost 
o f liv in g . A ny  contention to the 
con tra ry  is to  f ly  in  the face of 
the po licy announced by the P resi­
dent o f the U . S.”

Now th is  is a very im pressive 
po in t— except th a t i t  was not 
addressed to (he correct parties. 
I f  Roosevelt and his w ar labor 
agencies have not on ly the power 
bu t the policy “ to  pro tect wages 
against a rise in the cost o f l iv ­
in g ,”  then why haven’t  they done 
so? On the con tra ry , th rough  his 
two “ ho ld -the-line”  orders and 
the W L B ’s L it t le  Steel Form ula, 
Roosevelt is d ire c tly  responsible 
fo r im posing the wage freeze 
w h ile  the cost o f l iv in g  has 
soared over 45 per cent. Only 
recently, on the basis o f one o f 
the d ir tie s t "com prom ise”  deals 
on record, Roosevelt signed the 
emasculated “ price con tro l”  b ill,  
which v ir tu a lly  guarantees im ­
m un ity  to the w ar pro fiteers 
w h ile  they in te n s ify  th e ir  price 
gouge.

Pressman, P h ilip  M u rra y , head 
o f the CIO and the Steel W orkers 
U n ion, and a ll the o ther CIO tops 
are p la y in g  a p o lit ic a l con game. 
They ad m it the A d m in is tra tio n ’s 
power and “ po licy ”  to  keep wages 
in line  w ith  price rises, bu t then 
go th rough  a lo t  o f double ta lk  
t r y in g  to  conceal the t ru th  about 
Roosevelt, before whom they bow 
as ab ject serv ito rs .

A lthough  he has spilled a lo t o f 
demagogic twaddle about equa liz­
in g  wages and prices, Roosevelt 
has used his power de libera te ly  
to  clam p down the wage freeze 
and to  p ro tec t the price-boosting 
pro fiteers. Pressman and his like  
are covering up th is  fa c t w ith  a 
lo t a fancy ta lk  in  o rder to  keep 
the w orkers fro m  a rea l f ig h t fo r  
wage increases. T h a t is why 
M urra y  and his lieutenants confine 
th e ir  “ f ig h tin g ”  to w h in ings be- 

■ fore the W LB , the very agency 
j brought in to  being by Roosevelt, 
w ith  the connivance o f the union 
bureaucrats, to put a leash on the 
unions and fru s tra te  t h e i r  
demands fo r  wage increases.

T ria l Shows B ritish  Trotskyists Were Sent 
To J a il Because Of Their Socialist Views

In Trotsky's Day
D u ring  the t r ia l  o f the fou r 

B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts , the Crown 
Advocate in ad ve rten tly  revea l­
ed the rea l fea r o f the ruling- 
class, the unde rly ing  reason 
fo r  the prosecution. We quote 
the fo llo w in g  testim ony ve r­
batim .

Paley Scott (p ro s e c u to r): 
You knew tha t the Government 
couldn’ t  na tionalize the mines 
in three weeks?

Heaton Lee: Yes, I  believe it  
could be done. The mines and 
the whole social services were 
nationalized in one week in 
Russia in  1917.

Paley S co tt: T ha t was in the 
days o f T ro ts k y !.

Cries o f "H e a r! H e a r!”  from  
the prisoners’ dock.

Fresh evidence of the frame-up nature of the imprisonment <» 
of four British Trotskyists is published in the July issue of the j 
Socialist Appeal, organ of the Revolutionary Communist Party, 
which shows clearly that the Trotskyists were convicted not only 
for “ aiding workers on strike,”  as charged, but for their revolu­
tionary socialist views. ® "

The Trotskyist leaders are the 
first to be imprisoned under the 
vicious Trade Union Disputes 
Act, passed after the 1926 Gen­
eral Strike, but never used until 
the recent strike waves threw 
the ruling class into a new hys­
teria of fear. T he Tory press 
blamed the s trikes  on “ a g ita to rs ;”
E rnest Bevin, Labor M in is te r of 
the coa litio n  government, who 
bore personal respons ib ility  fo r 
the “ P it  B a llo t Scheme”  o f con­
sc rip tin g  young boys fo r  w o rk  in  
the mines, accused the T ro tsky is ts  
o f “ in s tig a tin g ”  the Tyneside A p ­
prentices’ resistance to  h is labo r 
d ra ft,  and invoked the Trade D is­
putes A c t aga inst them.

T E A R S E  T E S T IM O N Y

Accord ing to the report of the 
t r ia l  published in  the Socialist 
Appeal, the prosecutor, Paley 
Scott, was “ shouting... s n e e rin g - 
bu lly in g .”  A  few quotations from  
the testim ony bear out th is  des­
c r ip tio n  in  every respect. Com­
rade Roy Tearse, f irs t  on the 
w itness stand, testified th a t he 
was a member of the R evo lu tion­
a ry  Com m unist Party , and also 
na tiona l secretary and organizer 
o f the M il ita n t  W orkers Federa­
t io n  (an in d u s tr ia l o rgan iza tion).

He explained, “ The object o f 
the M il ita n t  W orkers Federation 
is to  coordinate the s trugg les of 
the w o rk ing  class in  the unions 
and the factories, fo r  a fig h tin g , 
m ilita n t w o rk ing  class po licy.”  In  
response to  Scott’h demand, “ You 
w ant to shake the c o u n try ? ” ,
Tearse rep lied, “ I w an t a socia list 
society in  B r ita in  and the world, 
which would com plete ly ove rtu rn  
present day society.”

Comrade Heaton Lee, a fo rm e r 
organizer of na tive  m ine workers 
in  South A frica , was asked:
“ W hat in te res t d id  you have in  
the boys go ing down the mines?”
Said Lee, “ I  had a great deal of 
in terest. I  have been down the 
m ines fo r fou r year's and I know 
w hat i t  is  like . I  know the chaos 
and waste th a t resu lts from  the 
p riva te  ownership of the m ines.”

He testified th a t he had spoken 
a t m eetings o f the apprentices 
and given them  p o lit ic a l advice 
on how they could w in  the fight.
“ M y idea was th a t they should 
ga in  fo r  themselves a ll the sup­
p o rt they could among other sec­
tions o f the w o rk in g  class... to 
b ring  pressure to bear on the Gov­

ernm ent to agree to th e ir  de­
mands (na tiona liza tion  of the 
m ines).”

K E E N  A N D  H A S T O N

The prosecutor’s sarcasm reach­
ed its  low  p o in t in  h is b rie f in te r­
rogation  of Comrade A nn Keen, 
D is tr ic t  Secretary of the N o rth ­
east (London) section of the Rev­
o lu tio n a ry  C om m unist P a rty . H is  
m a jo r question to her was “ You 
devote your whole life  to the w ork 
of the R evo lu tionary Communist 
P arty? ”

“ W ell, as much o f m y life  as 
I  possibly can,”  was her calm 
rep ly.

Comrade Jock Haston, General 
Secretary o f the RCP, testified 
th a t he had, as a reporter fo r 
the Socialist Appeal, met the ap­
prentices’ delegation w h ich  had 
come to London to demonstrate 
before P arliam ent th e ir  opposi 
tion  to the B ev in -m ine-d ra ft plan.

“ I  suppose you discussed po l­
it ic s  w ith  the apprentices in  Lon 
don?,”  the prosecutor asked.

“ I  discussed po litics  w ith  them 
as much as I  could. I  am a p o li­
tic ia n ,”  Haston answered.

Comrades Tearse and Lee were 
sentenced to 12 months, Haston 
to s ix  months, and A nn Keen to 
th irtee n  days im prisonm ent, fo r 
“ a id ing  w orkers on s tr ike .”  “ The 
comrades were not perm itted  to 
make a f in a l s ta tem ent before 
sentence was passed,”  w rite s  the 
Socia lis t Appeal. “ Despite th is, 
the p o lit ic a l issues were clear. 
The revo lu tiona ry  po licy o f the

The increased a c t iv ity  in  the  
branches d u rin g  the three-m onth  
subscrip tion  cam paign has re ­
sulted in a g re a t num ber o f sub­
scrip tions being subm itted to  us 
d ire c tly , e ith e r in  le tte r  fo rm  or 
on the  sub coupon in  The M il i ­
tan t. Th is week we have received 
a 6-m onth sub fro m  Shasta 
County, C a lifo rn ia ; a 3-m onth sub 
fro m  San Francisco; a 6-m onth 
fro m  O akland; a 6-m onth fro m  
New  Y o rk , w h ich  subscriber 
w ro te : “ K in d ly  send me a s ix - 
m onth subscrip tion. A lso  I  am 
enclosing m oney fo r  3-m onth sub­
scrip tions to  tw o  o f m y fr ien ds .”  

# * *
O u r agen t in  A llen to w n  sent in  

the  fo llo w in g  apprecia tive  con t­
inents :

“ Very good rem arks are com ing 
our way re ‘Shop T a lks  on 
Socialism ’ especially. Hope th a t 
p a rtic u la r colum n w i l l  be kept. 
Personally I ’m p a rtic u la r ly  fond 
o f the ‘10 Years A go  In  The M il i ­
ta n t ’ column. I t  b rings back the 
past p a rtic u la r ly  w e ll, re fresh ing  
my f irs t  year in  the p a rty , m y 
firs t year o f aw akening to  p o li­
tica l consciousness.”  

v *
In  a discussion w ith  one o f our 

N e w  Y o rk  readers about The 
M ilita n t, he said: “ I t  is evident 
th a t w o rkers  are beg inn ing  to  
w r ite  fo r  the paper. F o r instance, 
a sentence lik e  th is — ‘W hen m y 
paper isn ’t  here on F r id a y  i t  
burns me up. W ith o u t i t  is like  
fu m b lin g  around in  the  da rk  fo r  
a l ig h t  sw itch .’ (M il ita n t  A rm y , 
June 24 issue)— is in  re fresh ing  
con tras t to  the m ore abstract 
fo rm u la tio ns  w h ich  necessarily 
m ust be used in  o ther a rtic les .”  

* * *
O ur agents re p o rt the fo llo w in g  

incidents w h ile  doing door-to-door 
w o rk  in  the  subscrip tion  cam­
pa ign:

Los Angeles: “ One comrade re ­
ported th a t fo r  tw o  hours he 
w orked w ith  no resu lts  in  in ­
trodu c in g  The M il ita n t  as a 
Tabor paper.’ W hen he changed 
to ‘soc ia lis t paper’ his sales w ent 
up im m ed ia te ly .”

New Y o rk : “ I  sold one o f m y 
subs to  a woman who listened to 
me fo r  about tw o  m inutes and 
then said, ‘A l l  r ig h t  I ’l l  take i t . ’ 
When she came back w ith  her 
qu a rte r she said, ‘W here did you 
get the name, The M il i ta n t? ’ I  
rep lied  because i t  is a m il ita n t  
labor paper. She said, ‘You know 
I  am g iv in g  you th is  qu a rte r and 
ta k in g  th is  sub because I  like  
the name o f your paper’ .”

The resu lts o f the experim enta l 
w o rk  be ing done by  the San 
Francisco comrades in  p repa ra tion  
fo r  the cam paign to  be launched 
in  September are v e ry  encourag­
in g :

“ O ur renewal w o rk  is d if f ic u lt  
m a in ly  because the  m a jo r ity  o f 
people were n o t in . ( I t  was a 
sunny Sunday yes te rday !) B u t 
we w ill also go ou t evenings d u r­
in g  the week in  o rder to  catch 
these people a t home.

“ W e a ttem pted to sell the fo u r  
M inneapo lis T r ia l pam phlets fo r  
25c. and were successful in  se lling  
five sets. In  some cases people 
who did  no t w ish to  renew bought 
the  pam phlets. O f the nine 
discontinued subs, fo u r are leav­
in g  town, tw o  are now in  the 
arm ed forces, one address was in ­
correct and we can’t check on it ,  
and tw o are ju s t not in terested.”  

* * *
“ O ur agent in N ew  Haven re ­

po rts  continued success in ob ta in ­
in g  3-m onth subs: “ We w en t can­
vassing yesterday and go t the 
fo u r  subs. In  one block a ll to ld  we 
have g o t nine subs. W e are con­
t in u in g  our sub d rive  every F r i ­
day n ig h t.”

* * *
Agents sent the fo llo w in g  com­

ments concerning the  M ilita n t 
Subscrip tion Cam paign:

Chicago to  W est Side Branch 
(N ew  Y ork  L o c a l): “ W e w ish to  
extend ou r he a rty  congra tu la tions 
fo r  your superla tive  w o rk  in  the 
sub d rive  and to  acknowledge you 
as the  champions in  our three- 
w ay com petition. “ We hope to  
tu rn  the  tab les in  the com ing 
lite ra tu re  cam paign.”

D e tro it :  “ When I  saw the la test

count on the sub drive, I  could 
ha rd ly  believe i t  was over seven 
thousand subs. O ur comrades 
have done a w onderfu l job. I t  
seems incred ible, tha t w ith  our 
lim ited  numbers and a ll other 
w ork, so much was done in  th is  
recent cam paign. New Y ork 
especially receives my respect.”

Rochester: “ Comrades here are 
elated over the  outcome o f the 
sub cam paign. B e ing on top  is no 
sm all honor. A s one comrade pu t 
it ,  th is  branch w i l l  now have to  
m a in ta in  the  same h igh  standard 
in  a l l  phases o f p a r ty  w ork . A nd 
I  believe the y  w i l l !”

B u ffa lo :
“ The B u ffa lo  people don’t  feel 

too bad about w ind ing  up in th ird  
place. They th in k , and r ig h t ly  so, 
th a t in  pacing the coun try  th rough  
most o f the cam paign, B u ffa lo  has 
functioned as a so rt o f spark plug 
th a t helped step up the tempo o f 
the d rive .”

Ask Y o u r Shopmate to 

Subscribe to The M ilitan t

The Four British Trotskyists

Comrades Jock Haston, Heaton Lee, A nn  Keen, and Roy Tearse, 
photographed sh o rtly  before th e ir  t r ia l.

T ro tsky is ts  versus the reactionary 
an ti-labo r po licy o f the ca p ita lis t 
class— these were the issues at 
stake. . . There was no am ­
b ig u ity .”

Over $700 has come to the o f­
fices of The M ilita n t,  in  support 
o f the fou r B r it is h  T ro ts k y is t 
w o rk ing  class leaders im prisoned 
by C h u rc h ill’s T o ry  government. 
Over tw o-th irds  of the $1,000 Sol­
id a r ity  Fund launched by the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  on June 
24 has already been raised.

W e urge a ll o f our frien ds  and 
readers to send your con tribu tions 
now, to the Business Manager of 
The M ilita n t,  116 U n ive rs ity  
Place, New Y ork  3, N. Y., so th a t 
the l is t  below may reach the 
$1,000 m ark  next week!

B R I T I S H  F U N D  
C O N T R I B U T I O N S

From  S.W.P. Branches

New Y ork $166.50
Los Angeles 100.00
San Francisco 100.00
Chicago 94.00
D e tro it 100.00
T w in  C ities 22.50
N ew ark 25.00
B u ffa lo 15.00
Bayonne 11.90
Cleveland 15.00
Youngstown 10.00
New Haven 5.00
A llen tow n 5.00
M ilwaukee 5.00
Quakertown 5.00
Reading 5.00
Rochester 5.00
St. Louis 5.00

T O T A L $694.90

Workers Can Fight 
No-Work Peril

(Continued from page 1)

liv in g  o f the w orkers, to ra ise  the 
cu ltu ra l Level o f the masses. As 
the p ro d u c tiv ity  o f labo r con­
tinues to  increase, m ak ing  i t  pos­
sible to produce g rea te r w ealth 
w ith  the app lica tion  o f less labo r 
power, the slogans: na tion a liza ­
tio n  o f in d u s try  under workers 
con tro l and the  s lid in g  scale o f 
wages and hours, pave the w ay 
tow ard a so lu tion o f the  problem  
o f fu l ly  u t i l iz in g  the means o f 
p roduction and fu l l  em ploym ent 
fo r  the workers.

S L ID IN G  S C A LE

The s lid in g  scale o f wages and 
hours s im p ly  means th a t, as the 
p ro d u c tiv ity  o f labo r increases, 
the hours o f w o rk  are reduced 
w ith  no reduction in pay. F u ll 
production would be m ainta ined 
by a d ju s tin g  the hours o f w o rk  
w ith  the r is in g  p ro d u c tiv ity  o f 
labor. W ith  each rise  in the  cost 
o f liv in g , a corresponding rise in 
wages. W ith  each increase in the 
p ro d u c tiv ity  o f labor, a cor­
responding decrease in the num ­
ber o f hours worked. Through the 
medium o f na tiona liza tion  under 
w orkers con tro l and the s lid in g  
scale o f wages and hours, the 
m a te ria l needs o f the people can 
be m et and a h igh standard o f 
l iv in g  m ainta ined.

The slogan o f " fre e  en terprise”  
is no th ing but a demagogic cover 
fo r  pe rpe tua ting  the system o f 
monopoly con tro l o f production 
fo r  m onopoly p ro fits  w ith  its  
consequent resu lt o f unem ploy­
ment, insecu rity  and w ant in the 
m idst o f po ten tia l abundance. 
Labor can best advance the in ­
terests o f the m a jo rity  by f ig h t­
ing under the slogans: na tiona l­
iza tion  o f in dus try  under w o rk ­
ers con tro l and the s lid ing  scale 
o f wages and hours.

R. J. THOMAS STATES SUPPORT 
FOR IMPRISONED TROTSKYISTS

(Continued from page 1)

tee o f New Y o rk  C ity  con tribu ted 
$50, and con tribu tions have been 
received fro m  fo u r  more lodges 
o f the W orkm en’s B en e fit Fund, 
No. 245, N . Y . C „ 368, Reading, 
Pa., 265, St. Louis, Mo. and 248, 
Secaucus, N . J.

S T A L IN IS T  SA B O TA G E

The Letter fro m  R. J. Thomas 
was requested by the Ford  Gen­
eral Council a t its  June 11 meet­
ing, fo llo w in g  the action o f the 
Council in  ta b lin g  the question o f 
support fo r  the 18 when the clique 
o f S ta lin is ts , who hold s tra teg ic  
posts in  the Local, fo u g h t v ic i­
ously against a reso lu tion  o f en­
dorsement.

These elements, ta k in g  the ir 
lies from  the D a ily  W orker, which 
has been in te n s ify in g  its  a ttem pts  
to sabotage the defense o f the 18 
by a scurrilous slander cam paign, 
spewed fo r th  such a tira d e  o f 
m isrepresentations about the case, 
tha t one o f them had to  be called 
to order by President G rant.

When the local CRDC com m it­
tee sought to  ob ta in  perm ission to  
speak before the next council 
m eeting to answer the S ta lin is t 
slanders and fa ls ifica tio ns  w ith  
the documents in  the  case, the 
S ta lin is ts  succeeded in  b lock ing

the request a t a m eeting o f the 
E xecu tive Board.

A t the Ju ly  9 Council meeting, 
(he CRDC d is tribu ted  copies o f 
the pam phlet “ W ho A re  The 18 
Prisoners In  The M inneapolis 
Labor Case.”  On a m otion fro m  
the floo r, a CRDC representative 
was granted perm ission to  speak. 
I t  was in the course o f the discus­
sion th a t President G rant read 
the le tte r o f R. J. Thomas.

The S ta lin is ts  one.’  more led the 
a ttack  against the reso lu tion. In 
an a tte m p t to pre judice the 
delegates and confuse the issue, 
one o f them  iuad selected ex­
cerpts fro m  The M ilita n t which 
expressed c r it ic is m  o f the policies 
o f P h ilip  M u rra y .

Nevertheless, in th is  body 
h ith e rto  dom inated by live S ta lin ­
ists, the reso lu tion was n a rro w ly  
defeated by a th ree -to -tw o  vote. 
That the ranks, g iven an op­
p o rtu n ity  to  ge t fu l l  and unbiased 
in fo rm a tio n  on the case, would 
support a reso lu tion overw helm ­
in g ly  is shown by the actions o f 
tw o  im p o rtan t un its  o f Local 600, 
the  A ir c ra f t  and T ransp orta tio n  
U n its , which have gone on record 
backing the 18 and made con­
trib u tio n s . I t  is expected th a t 
o ther Ford local un its  w ill fo llow  
these examples.

Thomas Letter Supporting The 18

By Joseph K e lle r
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Bonus Army: March Of The "Heroes of 1917"
(T he  fo llo w in g  a rtic le  rep rin te d  in  condensed fo rm  fro m  the 

J u ly  25, 1942 issue o f The M il ita n t ,  was w r it te n  by F e lix  M orrow , 
who was present as a labor re p o rte r a t the Bonus M arch outrage. 
Com rade M orrow  is one o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  leaders con­
victed under the  S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t, now serv ing  a sixteen m onth 
prison te rm  a t Sandstone P en iten tia ry .)

By Felix Morrow
On J u ly  28, 1932, General Douglas M a c A rth u r, then C h ie f o f 

S ta f f  o f  the A rm y , led h is troops —  cava lry , tan ks  and in fa n t ry  —  
down Pennsylvania Avenue in  W ashing ton, D. C. A t  T h ird  S tree t 

they charged the f irs t  con tingen t o f the en­
emy.

W ith  tea r gas and bayonet jabs and r i f le  
b u tts  the y  drove a g roup  o f W o rld  W a r 
veterans fro m  shacks and ha lf-dem olished 
bu ild ings w h ich had been th e ir  homes fo r  ten  
weeks. The veterans, e x p e rtly  toss ing  back 
tea r gas bombs, re trea ted  on ly  when physie- 
a-ily overcome. The soldiers set f ir e  to  the  
shacks to make sure the  veterans would have 

F E L IX  M ORROW  no th in g  to  re tu rn  to . The flam es and smoke 
rose h igh , a f it t in g  fram e  fo r  the dome o f the C ap ito l r is in g  above 
them  in  the  background.

T H E  B A T T L E  O F A N A C O STIA  FLATS
U nde r the personal d irec tion  o f General M a c A rth u r the soldiers 

—  they w ere young boys; a ll veterans o f the W o rld  W a r had been 
combed ou t and le ft  behind a t F o r t  M yers —  repeated the  m opping- 
up opera tion  in  nearby streets. Then th e y  moved across the  r iv e r  
to  Anacostia  F la ts , where the m ain body o f W o rld  W a r V ete rans 
were encamped in  shacks and tents. A l l  to ld , the re  were about 20,000 
vets, about 400 o f them v ’i th  th e ir  w ives and ch ild ren. D riven  by 
the troops, the y  were scattered th a t n ig h t over the  ne ighboring  
states o f V irg in ia  and M ary land . The f la m in g  shacks and ten ts 
looked like  a b ig  c ity  devastated by incend ia ry  bombs.

T h a t was the end o f the Bonus M arch, so fa r  as W ash ing ton was 
concerned. B u t 20,000 m archers, scattered to  the  fo u r  w inds, to ld  
m illio ns  o f w orkers and fa rm ers  how they had come to  ask fo r  bread 
and go t bu lle ts . Two veterans m urdered th a t Bloody Thursday, E r ic  
Carlson and B il l Hushka, became sym bols o f the  g ra titu de  o f the  
ru lin g  class fo r  whom they fo u g h t in  1917.

J*e *  5>»

The Bonus A rm y  was a com ple te ly spontaneous creation o f  the  
unemployed veterans. No one issued the ca ll fo r  the  M arch. I t  ju s t 
happened. D riven  by hunger and w an t, sm all groups o f veterans in  
various pa rts  o f the cou n try  s tarted  fo r  W ashing ton. L ik e  a snow­
b a ll ro llin g  down a h i l l  the M arch gathered volum e; a t least 30,000 
vets a rrived  in W ashington between M ay 20 and J u ly  28.

F o r these tens o f thousands to  come penniless across the coun­
t r y  was possible on ly  because everywhere the y  found the  masses 
a c tive ly  in  sym pa thy w ith  them . Everyw here the  unemployed, w ith  
sound in s tin c t, understood the B .E .F . was b reak ing  a path to W ash­
in g ton  w h ich  could la te r  be fo llow ed by the unem ployed w ith  broader 
demands. The Bonus M archers had, besides, the  po w e rfu l m ora l 
a u th o r ity  o f men who had risked th e ir  lives ostensib ly fo r  a w o rld  
in  w h ich they w ould be secure.

Hence the m archers easily brushed aside a ll a ttem p ts  by fedei-al 
and local au tho ritie s  to  p reven t th e ir  con tinu ing  on to  W ashington. 
They commandeered f re ig h t  cars and coupled them  onto fa s t tra in s  
to  W ashing ton. They re linquished them  on ly  in  re tu rn  fo r  sta te- 
owned trucks  w h ich carried  them  fro m  one state to  the next. . .

‘HERO ES O F 1 9 1 7  —  BUMS O F 1 9 3 2 ’
Tw o slogans were especially popu lar among the veterans. They 

pa inted them crudely on signs and on the fre ig h t  cars and ja lop ies : 
‘ ‘Heroes o f 1917 —  Bums o f 1932.”  “ We F ought fo r  Democracy —  
W hat D id  W e G et? ”

P a rt o f the Bonus A rm y  camp o f ten ts and shacks a t Anacostia 
before General M a c A rth u r ’s troops burned i t  down.

The slogans caught on w ith  the g re a t crowds who came to  cheer 
on the  veterans in  every c ity  and ham le t. U nder popu la r pressure 
c ity  au tho ritie s  welcomed the vets, fed them  and housed them , and 
made m oney collections to  he lp speed them  on.

General Pelham D. G lassford, C h ie f o f Police o f W ashing ton, 
la te r w ro te : “ some members o f the w e a lth y  classes th rou gh ou t the 
na tion looked upon the occupation o f the na tio n ’s cap ita l as a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  action .”

N egro  veterans were conspicuously active in  m any o f the  con­
tingen ts . T h a t new w inds were b low ing  was c lear when Negroes 
a rrived  side by side w ith  w h ites in  some o f the  Southern contingents 
and lived side by side w ith  them  in  the shacks in  W ashington.

■ *  *  *

Perhaps the m ost s ig n if ic a n t fa c t about the Bonus A rm y  is that, 
a ll governm ent a ttem pts  to  get i t  to  leave W ashington fa iled . In  
the end only naked force could d rive  ou t the veterans. They had come 
to get Congress to  vote im m edia te paym ent o f the A d justed  Service 
C e rtifica tes  (issued in  1924 b u t payable in  1945, g ra n tin g  $1 a day 
fo r  service a t home and $1.25 fo r  overseas service.)

On J u ly  16 Congress adjourned a t m id n ig h t, the  Senators and 
Representatives sneaking ou t side doors and flee in g  the  c ity , in  fea r 
o f the  veterans. Now, said the  a u tho ritie s , the veterans should a ll 
leave. B efore ad jou rn ing , Congress had voted $100,000 fo r  fa res  to  
re tu rn  veterans to  th e ir  homes. B u t m ost o f the  veterans would no t 
leave. M any had no homes to  re tu rn  to , the re s t w ould no t re tu rn  
em pty-handed. The c ry  w en t up fo r  a special session o f Congress. 
In any event the veterans would no t leave W ashing ton.

PO LIC E C H IE F  GLASSFORD A N D  H IS  R O LE
Police C h ie f G lassford played a ve ry  s k il lfu l game. He announced 

th a t he had accepted resp on s ib ility  fo r  seeing th a t the B .E .F . was 
fed and housed —  and appointed h im se lf the (Bonus) A rm y ’s Sec­
re ta ry -T rea su re r. L ikew ise he appointed one W . W aters, fro m  P o rt­
land, Oregon, as Com m ander-in-C h ief o f the B .E .F . W hether W aters 
and s im ila r  “ leaders”  were F B I agents to  begin w ith , o r w hethe r 
G lassford corrupted them , th e y  were h is  agents.

W ith  the b a it o f some ten ts  and fie ld  k itchens he set up in  A n a ­
costia F la ts , G lassford had W aters  order the men to  go there . Be­
tween W ash ing ton and Anacostia  were the  r iv e r, and drawbridges 
which could be raised to  prevent the men fro m  go ing to the cap ita l. 
O nly a few  con tingen ts refused to  go to  Anacostia  and they set th e ir  
shacks up on Pennsylvania Avenue, the  m ain  a r te ry  o f the c ity .

Food and she lte r were de libera te ly  sabotaged by G lassford and 
h is  agents. O ffe rs  o f fa rm ers ’ groups to  send food were ignored, the 
food-collections kept down to  s ta rva tio n  levels, sums donated by 
sym path izers were no t used fo r  feeding the  men, etc. F o r ten weeks 
many o f the men slept on the ground. T he ir a ttem p ts  to bu ild  beds 
and m ore perm anent shacks were discouraged by the  M .P.’s on one 
p re te x t or another.

The m en had come to  dem onstrate to  Congress. B u t the on ly

Veterans’ shacks a t Pennsylvania Avenue and 3rd S treet, set
a fire  by troops, l ig h t  up the C apito l.

dem onstration the W aters leadership called was a p a tr io t ic  parade 
on the evening o f June 7. A  C a lifo rn ia  con tingen t w h ich  broke away 
fro m  W aters organized a Death W atch fro m  J u ly  11 to  J u ly  16 —  a 
24-hour-a-day p icke t line  —  and th is  was the  o n ly  organized v e t­
erans’ g roup a t the C ap ito l th rou gh ou t the  M arch.

Yet, despite a ll these te rr ib le  handicaps, the men stood f irm . 
N e ithe r paid fa res, no r prom ises o f jobs th ro u g h  governm ent agen­
cies elsewhere, no r th rea ts , no r the  te rr ib le  l iv in g  conditions a t A na­
costia, nor the dem ora liz ing  ro le  o f the W aters  leadership — no th­
ing  could make the veterans leave W ashington.

M acA R TH U R  LEADS T H E  TR O O PS
Hence by. the end o f J u ly  the  federa l a u tho ritie s  decided they 

dared w a it  no longer. The T reasu ry  D epartm ent, wh ich owned the 
p ro pe rty  a t Pennsylvania and T h ird , ordered the  po lice to  remove 
the veterans fro m  the p ro pe rty . In  the  a tte m p t to  do so, the  police 
k ille d  B il l  Hushka and E r ic  Carlson. U n de r the  p re te x t th a t  the 
police were no longer able to m a in ta in  order, troops were called out. 
General M a c A rth u r considered the  task  o f d r iv in g  the  veterans out 
so im p o rta n t th a t he —  the ra n k in g  f ig u re  o f the a rm y ! —  person­
a lly  led the troops.

How deeply the  country resented the tre a tm e n t o f the  B .E .F . 
was indicated when General M a c A rth u r was booed o f f  the  p la tfo rm  
at the Am erican Legion Convention a t P ortland , O regon, in  the  fa l l  
o f 1932.

W hen i t  was announced th a t M a c A rth u r w ould lead Roosevelt’s 
inaugura l parade, pro tests poured in to  W ash ing ton  in  such volum e 
th a t secret service agents took e x tra o rd in a ry  precautions, fe a rin g  
an a ttem p t on M a c A rth u r ’s life .  Roosevelt ins is ted on backing M ac­
A r th u r,  who no t on ly  led the parade, b u t served ou t h is  te rm  as 
C h ie f o f S ta ff. In  the  end, in  sp ite  o f Roosevelt’s veto, im m ediate 
paym ent o f the A d justed Service C e rtifica tes  was voted by  Congress 
and the issue was ended.

T H E Y  R E M E M B E R  B L O O D Y  T H U R S D A Y
Today p u b lic ity  has p u t a halo o f heroism  around M a cA rth u r. 

B u t those s t i l l  l iv in g  o f the  20,000 veterans o f B loody Thursday 
have not fo 'rgo tten . O ften, in  the in te rve n in g  years, I  have run 
across such veterans and we have re-lived th a t day. F o r no t a few  
o f them , i t  was the tu rn in g -p o in t in  th e ir  lives. I  am th in k in g  es­
pecia lly  o f one o f them , who, fo u r  years la te r, led a s it-dow n s tr ike . 
“ We learned th e ir  tr ic k s  in  W ash ing ton,”  he said. “ W hen they tr ie d  
to foo l us in to  go ing ou t o f the p la n t o r le tt in g  them  in , I  rem em ­
bered the B .E .F . T h a t’s one reason w hy we won ou r s tr ik e .”

He and others like  h im  drew  the  lessons o f B loody Thursday. 
And they have handed down the s to ry  to  m illio n s  o f others, inc lud ing  
many o f the soldiers now m arch ing  o f f  to w ar. W hen the  governm ent 
tr ies  to  make bums ou t o f the Heroes o f the present w ar, we sha ll 
see th a t the g reat ba ttle  o f the “ Heroes o f 1917 —  Bums o f 1932”  
was no t fo u g h t in  vain.

Hillman’s Primer For Practical Politicians: A  
Poor Substitute For Independent Labor Program

By C. Thomas
In a pamphlet recently published by the CIO entitled "P o li­

tical Primer for A ll Americans,”  Sidney Hillman, chairman of the 
Political Action Committee, bares his political soul before the 
eyes of the workers. It is not a pretty sight. A more appropriate 
title  for the pamphlet would have been "Political Primer for 
Ward Heelers,”  or the gospel of political corruption as preached 
by a "practical”  politician.

Hillman prides himself on be­
ing a “ practical”  politician. A  
practical politician is an artfu l 
fellow; an opportunist who pre­
tends to be all things to all men; 
lavish with his promises before 
election and skilled in playing 
both ends against the middle 
after; a demagogue and baby- 
kisser; in short, a "heeler”  u t­
terly devoid of principle.

H illm a n ’s pam ph le t is devoted 
to  teaching the a r t  o f p ra c tica l 
po litics  w h ich consists o f ga rne r­
in g  votes, by hook o r crook, fo r  
the machine candidate. In  the  sec­
tio n  devoted to  tra in in g  “ heelers”  
i t  is  pointed ou t th a t p rec inct 
captains “ are men o f in fluence

and action. They meet people, help 
them  w ith  th e ir  t ra ff ic  ticke ts , 
find lega l help and clearance .when 
the courts are needed. D u rin g  the 
depression, the prec inct cap ta in  
was o ften  the  fr ie n d  In  need, who 
came th rou gh  w ith  food and 
shoes when everyone else had 
fa iled . V o tin g  fo r  the  cap ta in ’s 
candidate was the least a g ra te fu l 
vo te r could do.”

A nd  how does a “ w o rke r o r 
o th e r progressive”  a tta in  the 
exalted ran k  o f prec inct cap ta in  ? 
“ Do an y th in g ,”  says H illm a n , 
“ th a t needs doing. Become 
acquainted w ith  you r bosses ( ! )  
and neighbors. . . Do w hatever 
favo rs  you can fo r  people. . . Get 
con tro l o f more votes than anyone

else in  the  prec inct— and the jo b ’s 
yours.”  A  ve ry  sim ple fo rm u la  on 
how to  carve ou t a p o litica l 
“ career”  in  one easy lesson!

B y coincidence, a few  weeks 
a f te r  H illm a n  published his 
“ P o litica l P rim e r”  an a rtic le  ap­
peared in  L ife  magazine, J u ly  17, 
e n title d : “ M ayo r K e lly ’s Chicago.”  
I t  is  an illu s tra te d  “ success”  
s to ry  o f the p o lit ic a l boss o f one 
o f the m ost co rru p t and g ra ft-  
ridden machines in  the  country. 
Boss K e lly , a “ p ra c tica l”  p o li­
tic ia n , is p ic tu red  as “ the  fr ien d  
o f labo r and managem ent, Jews 
and Gentiles, blacks and w h ites .”  
V e rily , he is a ll th ings  to  a ll men.

H a v in g  m astered the  technique 
ou tlined  in  H illm a n ’s p rim e r, 
K e lly ’s w ard  heelers are a model 
fo r  H illm a n ’s asp ir in g  “ prec inct 
capta in .”  “ K e lly ’s Dem ocratic 
m achine,”  says L ife , “ is  con­
structed on the  needs, the weak­
nesses and the van ities  o f C hi­
cago’s m illio ns . A s  in  any la rge  
c ity , m any are ig no ran t, a few

even il lite ra te . They need help. 
The men who g ive i t  to  them  are 
K e lly ’s 50 w ard  bosses. . . The 
people pay fo r  th is  he lp w ith  
votes.”  A s H illm a n  po in ts ou t in 
his p rim er, th a t is “ the least a 
g ra te fu l vo te r could do.”

K E L L Y ’S “ S E R V IC E S ”

Am ong the m any chores per­
fo rm ed fo r  “ g ra te fu l vo te rs ”  by 
K e lly ’s w ard  heelers there are 
lis te d : “ s e ttlin g  disputes over the 
use o f common clothes-lines, 
g e ttin g  poolroom  licenses, donat­
in g  money to churches, fix in g  
p a rk in g  ticke ts , c rea ting  new c ity  
jobs and f i l l in g  them  w ith  the 
‘r ig h t ’ people, g e ttin g  home re ­
lie f,  f i l l in g  ou t income ta x  blanks, 
etc., etc.”

O f the services rendered by the 
m achine which L ife  does NO T 
lis t  a re : police p ro tection  fo r  o r ­
ganized vice, gangsterism  and 
racke teering— one o f the  main 
sources o f revenue fo r  every 
co rru p t po litica l machine— as w e ll 
as the services o f K e lly ’s in ju n c ­
tion  judges i » breaking s trikes 
(M on tg om e ry -W a rd ), and the use 
o f Boss K e lly ’s cops to  shoot 
down peaceful w orkers as was 
done in  the M em oria l Day 
Massacre a t Republic Steel. Th is 
ward-heelers o rgan iza tion  th a t 
Boss K e lly  has perfected is the 
ideal which H illm a n  preaches in 
his p r im e r fo r  p rac tica l p o li­
tic ians.

The methods o f Boss K e lly  and 
his machine are the  methods o f 
Tam m any H a ll, M ayor ( I  am the 
La w ) Hague, Boss Crum p, and 
o ther such “ p ra c tica l”  po litic ians 
who boss the Dem ocratic and 
Republican parties. “ The tru th  
is ,” - says H illm a n , “ th a t p o li­
tic ians are no m ore co rru p t than 
the  people who elect them . The 
people co rru p t the  po litic ian s .”  
A dd ing  in s u lt to in ju ry ,  th is  
bureaucratic  panderer to  the 
po litica l needs o f the  bosses un­
loads upon " th e  people”  the 
re sp on s ib ility  fo r  the cesspool o f 
co rrup tion  inhe rent in  the ca p ita l­
is t tw o -p a rty  system— w hich H i l l ­
m an and the “ labo r statesm en”  
defend aga ins t those m il ita n t

w orkers who t r y  to break away 
and fo rm  la b o r’s own p o litica l 
p a rty .

In  con trast to “ the  people”  who 
“ co rru p t the  po litic ia n s ”  H illm a n  
lectures th a t:  “ P o litic ians are 
good, fr ie n d ly  people. They re ­
solve con flic ts , com prom ise in  the 
best sense. The a lte rna tive  to  our 
po litic ians  is a d ic ta to r, someone 
who hates l i fe  and people.”  I f  i t  
were tru e  th a t the on ly  a lte rna tive  
to  “ our po litic ia n s ”  is a d ic ta to r 
“ who hates l i fe  and people,”  the 
fu tu re  o f hu m an ity  would be bleak 
and dism al indeed.

H IL L M A N ’S O U TLO O K

H illm a n ’s p o lit ic a l horizon is 
bound by the tw o -p a rty  system 
and when he speaks o f “ our 
po litic ians”  as the on ly  a lte rna tive  
he re fe rs  specifica lly to  the “ prac­
t ic a l”  po litic ians who boss the tw o 
m a jo r parties. W h a t an in sp ir in g  
p ic tu re  fo r  the  top  po litica l 
leader o f the C IO  to  d raw  fo r  
the most progressive section o f 
the A m erican trade  union move­
m ent!

L ike  a ll “ p ra c tic a l”  po litic ians, 
the ou tlook o f H illm a n  and Com­
pany is based on m a in ta in in g  
th in gs  as they are under the  con­
tinued re ign  o f Tweedleedee and 
Tweedleedum. W here the re  is no 
rea l a lte rn a tive  o ffe red  as fa r  as 
program  and po licy  is concerned 
the people s ink  in to  apathy o r are 
corrupted by the sm all fa v o rs  o f 
w a rd  heelers in to  se llin g  th e ir  
votes to  the m achine candidates. 
That, as H illm a n  so p ro found ly  
observes, is the  ve ry  “ least a 
g ra te fu l vo te r could do.”

F ix in g  ticke ts, s e ttlin g  disputes 
over clotheslines, d is tr ib u tin g  
baskets o f food to  the “ poor”  on 
C hristm as, is the p rac tica l p o li­
tic ia n ’s S U B S T IT U T E  fo r  a p ro ­
gram . Basing h im se lf upon m a in ­
ta in in g  the sta tus quo under the 
tw o -p a rty  system, H illm a n  m ust 
o f necessity compete w ith  the 
po litica l bosses fo r  the fa vo r o f 
the voters by rem ind ing  them 
th a t his “ precinct cap ta in”  w ill 
come th rough  w ith  “ food and 
shoes”  d u rin g  the next depression, 
and pe rfo rm  o ther odd chores in

exchange fo r the ir “ g ra te fu l”  
votes.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  M r. H illm a n , 
“ g ra te fu l vo te rs”  are re luc tan t to 
sacrifice the m a te ria l benefits 
they derive fro m  th e ir  present 
patrons fo r  fu tu re  prom ises. The 
resu lt is  th a t the  co rru p tib le  
“ g ra te fu l vo te rs ”  rem ain f irm ly  
ensconced in  the camp o f the boss 
machine, w h ile  the  “ uncorrup- 
tib le s ”  rem ain apathetic  and do 
no t vote. T h is  process was ob­
served once again in  the  recent 
M ich igan p rim aries . M ich igan is 
a s trongho ld  o f the CIO encom­
passing some 800,000 w orkers. 
Toge ther w ith  th e ir  fam ilies  and 
frien ds  they comprise a decisive 
section o f the electorate. Y e t the 
S ta lin is t D a ily  W orker, a rab id  
pa rtisan  o f H illm a n ’s policies, 
views the resu lts o f the M ich igan 
p rim arie s  w ith  a la rm , o ffe r in g  
the exp lanation  th a t “ the pow erfu l 
labor movem ent in the D e tro it  
area ju s t did no t tu rn  ou t and 
vote.”  T h is  is the “ p ra c tica l”  
re su lt o f H illm a n ’s po litics .

A  W O R K E R ’S PROGRAM
W h a t the w orkers w a n t is a 

p rogram  th a t w i l l  do aw ay w ith  
depressions in  the m id s t o f 
po ten tia l abundance; a program  
o f job  secu rity  and fu l l  em ploy­
m ent; a p rogram  th a t w i l l  raise 
the standard o f liv in g  o f the w o rk ­
in g  masses. In  short, a po litica l 
p rogram  th a t o ffe rs  a S O LU ­
T IO N  to  the e lem entary problems 
o f food, c lo th ing  and she lte r and 
frees them  fro m  the ha un ting  fe a r 
o f unem ploym ent, in se cu rity  and 
want.

Such a program  can on ly  be ad­
vanced by a p o lit ic a l p a rty  th a t 
bases its e lf  on chang ing society, 
and no t upon m a in ta in in g  the 
sta tus quo. Only the w o rk ing  class 
can bu ild  a p a rty  capable o f 
lead ing the  oppressed and ex­
p lo ited sections o f the population 
fo rw a rd . W ith  such a program , 
and an Independent Labor P a rty  
to  fo rw a rd  the program , the peo­
ple w ill f la tte n  the ward heelers 
lik e  a s team ro lle r and along w ith  
them, the “ p ra c tica l”  po litic ians, 
who stand as obstacles in  th e ir 
path.

British Soldiers’ Parliament 
Causes Worry To Brass Hats

Setting up their own "Troops Parliament" with an over­
whelming Labor majority, British soldiers in Cairo are causing 
the brass-hats and reactionary Tory Government lots of worry.

The troops Parliament, according to an article in tlje May 
26 issue of the London Tribune, grew out of a discussion group 
which had been conducted by the troops for years in a Cairo
Service Club. Last November,v 
a South African Arm y Division 
presented a mock parliament as 
its contribution to the regular 
monthly meeting. So popular 
was the program that it became 
the permanent form of the dis­
cussion group meetings.
LA B O R  M A JO R IT Y

A fte r  tw o m eetings o f the mock 
parliam ent, general elections were 
held in  w h ich  Labor received 119 
votes, the Common W ealth  pa rty  
55, L ib e ra l P a rty  38, and Con­
servatives on ly  17. At. the March 
1 m eeting o f the  Troops' P a r lia ­
ment, Labor presented its  p ro ­
gram  fo r  the com ing session, to 
las t fo r  s ix  months. B ills  sched­
uled to be “ acted upon" were on 
Ind ia , Housing. Land and A g r i­
cu ltu re , N a tiona liza tion  of Power, 
Fuel and T ransport, and an Edu­
cation B il l.

Ilam e n t were constantly  ru m ­
ored."

BRASS H A T S  IN T E R V E N E

Nevertheless, the A p r i l 5 meet­
in g  o f the pa rliam en t was packed 
by s ta rt in g  tim e, and many re­
porters whose desire fo r  news 
outweighed a rm y  orders were pre­
sent. H igh -ra nk ing  officers also 
appeared. Tension mounted.

Before the Speaker of the par­
lia m e n t took the cha ir, according 
to the report, “ an a rm y  officer 
walked onto the p la tfo rm  and 
read a notide from  the m ilita ry  
au th o ritie s  which said in  effect, 
th a t as the German rad io  was 
m ak ing  cap ita l ou t of the p a rlia ­
ment, i t  should no longer be ca ll­
ed by th a t name . . . and th a t 
fu rth e r, c iv ilia n s  (allowed in  i f  
accompanied by soldiers) were 
no t in  fu tu re  to a ttend.”

To pro tect th e ir  pa rliam en t 
from  im m edia te suppression by 
the m ilita ry  chiefs, the troops 
established the period in  which 
they were supposedly acting , as 
“ some fu tu re  date, between the 
a rm is tice  and the s ign ing  o f the 
peace tre a ty .”  They fu r th e r  
provided tha t, a lthough actual 
parties were being used, no 
speaker could c la im  to  speak o f ­
fic ia lly  on beha lf o f his pa rty . 
T h e ir seriousness can he gauged 
also by th e ir  de te rm ina tion  to 
discourage curious spectators; 
each person a ttend ing  the p a rlia ­
ment m ust pay 7 ‘/z pence, a size­
able sum to the extrem e ly under­
paid B rit is h  armed forces. Even 
wi th th is  qua lifica tion , between 
100 and 500 servicemen re g u la rly  
attend the m eetings.

A  vigorous pro test aga inst such 
a rm y in te rfe rence  was unan im ­
ously voted by a ll parties, inc lud­
in g  the T o ries ! The pa rliam en t 
then proceeded w ith  its  business 
o f the day. The Chancellor o f the 
Exchequer pu t fo rw a rd  his b i l l to  
break the b ig  banks’ s trang leho ld  
on the na tiona l economy. The 
re p o rt concludes: “  He praised the 
labor movement, ‘ the ch ild  o f the 
w o rk ing  people o f B r ita in , the 
engineers, m iners and steel w o rk ­
ers,' and appealed to  ( th e ) 
Common W ealth  ( p a r t y )  to  park 
(he ir snobbery and confusion, and 
m arch side by side w ith  th e ir  com­
rades against a common enemy. 
The b ill was passed. C a iro  Troops 
Assem bly had nationalized the 
banks!”

M A R C H  W IT H  W O R KERS
The precautions taken by the 

pa rliam en t were not. however, 
su ffic ien t to  prevent a strenuous 
ob jection fro m  the brass hats. A s 
soon as the labor com position of 
t iie  pa rliam en t was made public, 
rum ors began th a t “ ins truc tions  
had been received from  the W ar 
Office fo r  the pa rliam en t to be 
banned." Measures were im m e­
d ia te ly  in s titu te d  by the au tho r­
itie s  to iso late the parliam ent, 
w h ich  had aroused widespread in ­
terest and support, so tha t - it  
could la te r be qu ie tly  wiped out. 
Accord ing to the T rilm ne  a rtic le , 
“ the local (C a iro ) press was in ­
form ed ve rb a lly  th a t no fu rth e r 
m ention o f the pa rlia m en t was to 
be made; a p ic tu re  fea tu re  fo r  
a paper was stopped by the cen­
sor; and moves against the par-

Sm all wonder th a t the m il ita ry  
au tho ritie s  are s tr iv in g  to hush 
the voice of the B r it is h  sold iers’ 
pa rliam en t, w h ich  puts to shame 
t iie  c lass-collaborationist po licy of 
Labor P a rty  leaders engaged at 
home in  propp ing up the T o ry  re ­
gim e! B u t the m il ita ry  au tho r­
it ie s  m ig h t ju s t as w e ll t r y  to 
sweep back the ocean w ith  a 
broom. The B r it is h  troops who 
have gone on record fo r  na tion ­
a liza tio n  o f the banks, lik e  the  82 
B r it is h  sold iers who recently  
signed a p e titio n  fo r  the freedom 
of the B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts , are 
m arch ing  step by step, no t w ith  
the C h u rch ill governm ent, nor 
w ith  the treacherous Labor P a rty  
bureaucrats, bu t w ith  the  le f t -  
w a rd -m ov ing  B r it is h  w o rk in g  
class.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

JU LY 2 8 , 1934

A U S T R IA  —  “ C entra l Europe was charged w ith  the  dynam ite  o f a 
new w o rld  w a r when the N azis assassinated (P re m ie r) D o lfuss 
in an unsuccessful move to  extend the boundaries o f N azism ,”  
reported The M ilita n t.  "W h e th e r the  powder keg. . . w i l l  now 
go up in  explosion and th ru s t h u m a n ity  in to  b loody s laugh te r 
is s t i l l  unclear. . . F rance and E ng land. . . a re  considering a 
w a rn in g  to G erm any to  respect A u s tr ia n  ‘independence’. . .  They 
are in te rested in  m a in ta in in g  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f the booty. . . 
as i t  was handed ou t in  V ersa illes  in  1919.

“ A  s in is te r cloud th a t  hangs over the  in te rn a tio n a l com­
p lica tions. . . is  the danger th a t  the  p lunder gangs now a t each 
o ther’s th roa ts , m ay bu ry  th e ir  d iffe rences fo r  the  tim e  being 
and agree on H it le r ’s ‘d rang nach Osten’ —  an assault on the 
Soviet U n ion .”

M IN N E A P O L IS  —  “ M a rt ia l la w  was procla im ed here today (J u ly  
26) by F a n n e r-L a b o r G overnor F loyd  B. Olson, in  an e f fo r t  to  
break the  general s tr ik e  o f d rive rs  and helpers w h ich  is now 
round ing  out its  second week,”  a special w ire  to  The M il ita n t  
declared.

M a r t ia l law  was invoked a t the behest o f the em ployers 
a fte r  the police re ign  o f te r ro r  had fa ile d  to  break the s tr ik e rs ’ 
ranks. On J u ly  20 police gunm en in  a b ru ta l p re -arranged assault 
had sla in  s tr ik e r  H a rry  Ness and wounded f i f t y  o the r w orkers. 
On J u ly  24, the w orkers  o f M inneapo lis, 40,000 s trong , m arched 
in an in s p ir in g  fu n e ra l procession fo r  th e ir  m a rty re d  b ro ther, 
and lis tened to  the s t ir r in g  words o f A lb e r t  Goldman, union a t­
to rney, who said:

" I f  ever anyone was g u ilty  o f m alicious, p rem ed ita ted m u r­
der, and a ttem p t to  m urder, i t  was the  police who f ire d  a t the  
p ickets la s t F r id a y . . . The li fe  o f ou r m urdered b ro th e r typ ifie s  
the  lives  o f a l l w orkers. H ow  long  w i l l  the w o rk in g  masses 
to le ra te  a social system w h ich gives to  over 12,000,000 unem ­
ployed the  r ig h t  to  starve. . . to  m illio n s  m ore the  r ig h t  to  be 
exp lo ited  and receive a m iserable wage? The answer has been 
given by the  w orkers  o f Toledo, M ilw aukee, B irm ingh am , F r is ­
co, P ortland , Sea ttle  and M inneapo lis. , . The w orkers  have 
num bers and the  f ig h t in g  s p ir i t  o f H a rry  B . Ness. . . I f  the  
w orkers w i l l  be f il le d  w ith  such a s p ir it ,  they w i l l  no t have to  
die. They w i l l  live  and conquer the forces o f exp lo ita tion , o f 
reaction , o f m urder.”
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Democrats Further Aims Of Big Business
(Continued from page 1)

purpose was to  s t ir  the  dead 
ashes of the New Deal by repres­
en ting  the cause of W allace as 
the cause o f “ lib e ra lism ”  and his 
renom ina tion  as a de fin itive  v ic ­
to ry  fo r  the “ progressive”  forces 
w ith in  the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
t io n  and Dem ocratic P a rty . The 
rea l p a rty  bosses —  F lyn n  o f the 
Bronx, Hague o f Jersey C ity, 
K e lly  of Chicago and Hannegan 
of St. Louis, p lus the strong con­
ting en t of Jim -Crow Southern 
Democrats —  determ ined to dem­
onstra te who was re a lly  run n ing  
the D em ocratic P a rty . W ith  the 
aid  o f F D R ’s le tte r  to  Hannegan, 
they lined  up th e ir  forces and 
on the second ba llo t the party- 
bosses gave the nod to the del 
egates. W allace and h is  fo llow ­
in g  were fla ttened under a. land ­
slide, wh ich gave T rum an a ten 
to one m a jo rity .

As was to be expected, H illm a n , 
M u rra y  and Company hastened 
to a ffirm  th e ir  continued abject 
lo y a lty  to Roosevelt and his boss- 
ridden ca p ita lis t pa rty . They re­
assured th e ir  baffled constituents 
th a t T rum an was, a fte r a ll, a 
“ lib e ra l.”  T h is  product o f the 
notorious Pendergast m achine in  
M issouri, w h o lly  acceptable to  the 
p a r ty  bosses as a “ p ra c tic a l”  po l­
it ic ia n  amenable to  machine dic­
tates, b u ilt  up h is “ lib e ra l”  reput­
a tion  in  the past couple of years 
as cha irm an of the Senate Com­
m ittee  in ves tig a ting  the conduct 
o f the w a r production program .

T h is  com m ittee was established 
as a sa fe ty  valve fo r  popu lar re ­
sentm ent against the th ie ve ry  in 
the  w a r contracts agencies ridden 
by co rpora tion  do lla r-a -yea r men. 
I ts  reve la tions were intended to  
sa tis fy  m alcontents th a t “ some­
th in g  was being done about i t . ”  
I ts  p rac tica l resu lts , however, 
have been lean. No ja i l  doors have 
been heard c lang ing  behind any 
w a r p ro fite e rs  and crooks ex­
posed by Senatoria l in vestiga tion .

em inen t jobs where priva te  in-<?r 
dus try  fa ils  to provide jobs, guar­
antees against any grab of gov­
e rnm en t-bu ilt p lan ts by p riva te  
interests. M u rra y  called fo r  “ an 
extrem ely s trong  decla ra tion”  
against rac ia l, re lig ious and m in ­
o r ity  d isc rim in a tio n  and fo r  pos­
it iv e  support to  a perm anent 
FEPC, the im m ediate enactment 
of an an ti-po ll tax b i l l  and a 
“ genuine soldiers vote b i l l. ”

These proposals a ll received 
sho rt s h r if t .  The p la tfo rm  adopt­
ed offe red no t a s ing le  concrete 
proposal on the m a tte rs  o f recon­
version and fu l l  em ploym ent, 
gave no assurances on the dispo­
s itio n  o f governm ent-financed 
plants, p ro ffe red  labo r no th ing  
more than unspecified “ add itiona l 
hu m an ita ria n  leg is la tion .”

The p lank on d isc rim in a tio n  
against Negroes was obviously a 
fu ll-b low n concession to the 
“ w h ite  supremacy”  Southern 
Democrats and has aroused great 
Negro protest. W a lte r W hite , E x­
ecutive D irec to r o f the N a tiona l 
Association fo r  the Advancem ent 
of Colored People, a lthough a sup­
po rte r of Roosevelt, co rrectly  
characterized th is  p lank when he 
said, "The Dem ocratic m ountain 
labored and brought fo r th  a 
mouse of evasion.”  More fo r th ­
r ig h t  was the pro -adm in is tra tion  
newspaper PM, w h ich  described 
i t  as “ a fraud  and deceit by any 
standards o f measurement.”

R O O S E V E LT  RESPONSIBLE I

P LA T F O R M  C O M M IT T E E

W here the labor henchmen of 
Roosevelt received th e ir  most s ig­
n ifica n t reb u ff was in  the de lib ­
era tions o f the convention’s p la t­
fo rm  committee. M urra y  address­
ed the com m ittee and called upon 
i t  to adopt the program  of the 
CIO P o litica l A c tion  Committee 
as evidence o f the p a rty ’s concern 
fo r  “ the asp ira tion  of p la in  peo­
ple everywhere.”

Specifically, M u rra y  urged in ­
c lusion in  the p a rty ’s p la tfo rm  of 
measures to effectuate Roosevelt’s 
“ New B il l  o f R ights.”  He asked 
approval of the p rin c ip le  of guar­
anteed annual wages, assurance 
o f fu l l  em ploym ent through gov-

M u rra y  complained th a t an “ ex­
trem e ly  serious s itu a tio n ”  has res­
ulted from  the “ lack of proper, 
e ffective economic s tab iliza tion .”  
The w orkers  are bearing  the 
overw helm ing economic burdens 
o f the w a r w h ile  the corporations 
aiid big fa rm  owners are ge tting  
not on ly  enormous w ar pro fits 
but assured pro fits  a fte r the war. 
M u rra y  sought to center the 
blame fo r th is  “ lack of e ffective 
economic s ta b iliza tio n ”  on such 
Roosevelt lieutenan ts as Byrnes. 
B ut it is obvious th a t responsib­
i l i t y  fo r  the wage-freeze, the fa i l­
ure to contro l prices, the protec­
tion  of the w ar profiteers, rests 
squarely w ith  Roosevelt.

W h ile  M u rra y  and H illm a n  o f­
fered opposition to the pa rty  
bosses and Southern Bourbons, 
the A F L  pro-Roosevelt leaders 
s im p ly  w ent r ig h t  down the line  
w ith  the pa rty  bosses. They con­
fined th e ir  ro le to behind-the- 
scenes conn iv ing  w ith  the F lynns, 
K e llys  and Hagues. A F L  Team­
sters President Danie l Tobin 
made a seconding speech fo r 
Roosevelt, in  p a rt paym ent fo r 
past services rendered by Roos­
evelt, p a rtic u la r ly  in  the govern­
ment's fram eup of the Socia list

Fall of Tojo Gov’t 
Shows Sharpening 
Of Crisis in Japan

(Continued from page 1)

W orkers P arty  and M inneapolis 
T ruckd rive rs  Local 544-CIO lead­
ers. «

W hat the Dem ocratic p la tfo rm  
concretely a ffirm ed was the in ­
ten tion  of the Roosevelt regim e to 
establish a system of collabora­
tion  between the v ic to rious  pow­
ers “ endowed w ith  pow er to  em­
ploy ai med force to  ensure peace.”  
It. was s ig n ifica n t th a t the p la t­
fo rm  did not propose to e lim inate  
fascism —  did not even m ention 
the word. Roosevelt, th rough his 
deals w ith  Darlan, Badoglio and 
the bloody m onarclis of Greece 
and Jugo-Slavia, as ■well as by 
the conduct o f h is A llie d  M il ita ry

w h ich  is th a t “ the Dem ocratic Ad­
m in istra tion ...saved our system of 
free enterprise.”  T ha t is. Roos­
evelt saved, and bolstered by his 
measures, the system of the "econ­
omic roya lis ts ”  whom he used 
long ago to berate. I t  boasts of 
the measures fo r re lie f of the un­
employed, the labor leg is la tion , 
etc. I t  does no t m ention th a t 
Roosevelt’s crumbs o f re form  
never solved the problem of un­
em ploym ent; th a t in  1939, there 
were s t i l l  11,500,000 jobless, of 
whom a couple of m illio n  existed 
on W PA wages rang ing  from  $19 
to  $60 a month. —  as the saying 
went, “ not enough to live  on and

Governments in  the conquered te r-  j i lls t too much to die on.”  I t  does
i not m ention  th a t A m erica ’s w o rk ­
ers won th e ir  collective bargain-

r ito rie s , has already demonstrated 
th a t his purpose is to  crush a ll 
independent actions of the E uro­
pean masses against the cap ita lis t 
oppressors and a ttem pt to recon­
s titu te  "s tab le”  reactionary re ­
gimes.

P r im a rily , the p la tfo rm  “ stands 
on its  record,”  the f irs t boast of

in g  rig h ts  on thousands of picket, 
lines, in  b itte r  battles where the 
governm ent sided w ith  the em­
ployers, through the blood shed 
by labo r’s m artyrs .

Th is , a t best, is  a ll the capi­
ta lis t ■. system, under Dem ocratic

Employment Of Women In Industry And 
What I t Means For The Working Class

By Antoinette K onikow
The First World W ar gave American women the right to 

vote. Waving aside m ilitant struggles for voting rights, poli­
ticians said suffrage was granted to woman for her sacrifices 
and good work during the war. There is reason also to believe 
that this so-called gracious g ift was presented to woman so that 
she might become a bulwark against revolutionary tendencies. 
The great revolutionary movement had started in Russia in 
1917, crossed over to Germany, spread in England, and rum­
blings were heard in our own 
country. The reactionary lead­
ers hoped that women, having 
neither political nor industrial 
experience, could be counted 
upon to support the old way of 
living.
G R E A T  E X P E C T A T IO N S

S u ffra g is ts  expected g r e a t  
changes fro m  the wom an’s vote.
F o r years s u ffra g is ts  in th e ir  a r ­
dent s trugg le  fo r  women’s p o lit ic ­
a l r ig h ts  had claimed th a t w om ­
an's su ffrag e  by  its e lf  would 
b r in g  a saner, be tte r, and ju s te r 
w o rld . M an’s incompetence, they 
claim ed, was iespotis ib le  fo r  a ll 
the  social evils o f the day. Th is 
co rru p t w o rld  is a m an’s w orld , 
they said, and woman w ill rebu ild  
i t  on ju s t, humane foundations.

Socia lists even then made fun 
o f these claim s.

The troubles o f th is  world , we 
Socialists have a lw ays assured the 
workers, are not due to  any con­
f l ic t  between the sexes —  to a 
man's w orld  o r a woman’s world .
Poverty , disease, co rrup tion , war, 
unem ploym ent are due to econ­
omic causes; to  the d iv is ion  of 
hu m an ity  in to  tw o  classes: the 
boss class and the w ork ing  class.
W omen, lik e  men, belong to  both 
classes, the possessing class and 
the dispossessed. Women o f the 
rich  class are genera lly  satisfied 
w ith  th is  w orld  which gives them 
wealth , le isure and security .

Women o f the w o rk in g  class) 
the  lo w er m iddle class and the 
fa rm  group know  the  ho rro rs  o f 
unem ploym ent and disease. They 
are c rav ing  fo r a change in th is  
w orld . B u t there  is som eth ing 
the y  m ust le a rn : To change th is  
w o rld , one has to  grasp the cause 
o f ev il, which is bossism, o r cap i­
ta lism . W omen and men w orkers 
have to  f ig h t toge ther fo r  a new 
system  o f liv in g . B oth  m ust help 
to  organize a Labor P a rty  to  com­
b a t exp lo ita tio n  by  B ig  Business

on the in d u s tria l and po litica l 
fields.

W om an’s su ffrag e  has been a 
g re a t d isappointm ent to these 
progressive elements. The tw en ty  
o r m ore years o f wom an’s s u f­
frage  has proved th a t the s u ffra ­
g is ts ’ in te rp re ta tio n  o f the 
w o rld ’s ev il was incorrect. W om ­
en’s in fluence in  p o lit ic a l l i fe  has 
been ha rd ly  fe lt  as a corrective 
— indeed, i t  has too o ften  f u l ­
filled the expectations o f reaction­
a ry  p o lit ic a l leaders, instead.

In m any instances, wom an’s 
su ffrag e  has turned in to  a farce. 
Soon a fte r  su ffrag e  was estab­
lished. in Texas, Governor F e rg ­
uson’s co rrup tion  became so e v il­
sm elling  th a t even his own crew 
did not dare pu t up “ Pa”  F e rgu ­
son as a candidate fo r  re-election. 
But. they could nom inate “ M a”  
Ferguson —  and she go t the job, 
to cover up fo r  “ Pa.”  T h is  proce­
dure became popular. Look up the 
records o f many women in Con­
gress and you w i l l  find th a t they 
were nominated to  replace th e ir  
husbands, who were e ithe r dead 
o r p o lit ic a lly  discredited.

T h is use o f woman’s su ffrag e  
has become a boon fo r  cap ita lis t 
po litic ians —  because it  was much 
easier to  use the same name, a l­
ready well advertised.

P O L IT IC A L L Y  B A C K W A R D

A few  prom inen t women like  
M rs. A s to r in E ngland or C la ire  
Luce in  ou r country, belong to  the 
possessing classes and have p rov­
ed a rch -reactiona ry . In Europe, 
where the labo r movement before 
the advent o f Fascism was quite 
advanced, the Socia lists had many 
b r i l l ia n t  women representatives. 
However, here in  the United 
States, women’s votes helped to  
defeat socia lis t candidates in M il­
waukee; unquestionably p ro h ib i­
t io n  was supported by women’s 
votes, and recen tly  C atholic w om ­
en assisted in  Massachusetts in

de feating  the  progressive de­
mands o f the B ir th  C ontro l ad­
vocates.

Women have been more back­
w ard p o lit ic a lly  than men because 
u n t il la te ly  women’s w o rk  was 
confined fo r  the m ost p a r t to  the 
home. Housework chains a wom ­
an to the m ost discouraging, soul- 
a n d -m in d -k illing , long-hour day! 
Housework drudgery  keeps her 
away from  the g re a t experiences 
o f in d u s tria l li fe ,  keeps her m ind 
centered on p e tty  personal m a t­
ters, hides fro m  her the real 
causes o f l i fe ’s problems.

Housework is a s tigm a ' o f pov­
e r ty  o r near poverty . The poorer 
the fa m ily , the b igg e r the  task 
o f the w ife  and m other, since be t­
te r wages fo r  the  husband gives 
her a chance to send ou t the 
laundry , to buy labor-saving 
devices, to  indulge occasionally in 
a res tau ran t meal. No wonder 
th a t H itle r ,  w ho tr ie d  his best to 
keep women backward, p ro c la im ­
ed th a t church, k itchen and c h il­
dren are the wom an’s sphere! B u t 
under the. economy o f w a r, even 
H it le r  could no t keep women at 
home.

or Republican guard ianship, can 
o ffe r the Am erican w orkers in the 
fu tu re . The labor bureaucrats 
who played th e ir  feeble and serv­
ile  roles a t the Dem ocratic P arty  
convention betray the in terests of 
the workers when they seek to 
po rtra y  Roosevelt., leader of the 
Hagues, F lynns, K e llys  and 
Southern Bourbons, and the fore­
most agent o f cap ita lis t im per­
ia lism , as a “ F riend  o f Labor.”  

The on ly  friends  labo r has are 
in  its  own ranks. The on ly p ro ­
gram  which can provide peace, 
p len ty  and secu rity  fo r  the w o rk ­
ers is one devoted solely to  th e ir  
own class in te rests and d irected 
aga inst the  m onopoly pro fitee rs , 
gangsters and parasites o f the 
c a p ita lis t class. In  opposition to  
the p o litica l too ls o f cap ita lism , 
the Republican and Dem ocratic 
parties, labor m ust organ ize its  
own independent labo r p a rty .

'Peace-Loving'
Profiteers!

G R E A T  C H AN G ES

M a r forces women in to  indus­
try .  For many years women had 
entered g a in fu l occupations, but 
they had shunned in d u s tr ia l w ork. 
Now ten m illio n  women in the 
U n ited States alone are w o rk ing  
in in du s try . This means a revo lu ­
tion in women’s lives. F ac to ry  
w ork  ta u g h t man the divergency 
between his own in terests and the 
in te rests o f the bosses; i t  made 
a union man o f him , fo r  the un­
ion was his best p ro tec to r against 
exp lo ita tion . F rom  his local union 
he. learned the im portance o f hav­
in g  his in d u s try  organized, and 
fro m  there the next step was to  
learn th a t he was on ly a p a rt o f 
the w o rk ing  class f ig h tin g  fo r  its  
r ig h ts . In d u s tr ia l w o rk  made 
men class-conscious.

In d u s tr ia l w o rk  w ill awaken in 
woman the same understand ing 
o f her class in te rests. A t  home 
she though t she was w o rk in g  fo r  
herse lf, fo r  her ch ild ren, fo r  her 
husband. In  her na rrow  view, 
she o ften  blamed her husband fo r  
his lack o f money. I t  m ay take 
tim e  u n t il women learn th a t even 
a t home they are ac tu a lly  w o rk ­

ing  fo r  th e ir  husband's boss, be­
cause by saving and sk im p ing  
women enable men to w o rk  fo r  
less wages.

W ork  in the fac to ry  opens the 
woman’s eyes. She knows now 
th a t her boss makes b ig  p ro fits  
out o f her labor. She learns the 
lessons o f the class s trugg le  —  
and learns them  in a sho rte r tim e 
than did her husband and other 
men workers. W oman had to  go 
th rough th is  same in d u s tria l 
schooling by which men learned, 
in  order to understand the pres­
ent system o f liv in g . S u ffrage  
alone was not enough to educate 
her.

The Second W orld  W a r has 
draw n m illio ns  o f women in to  
in d u s try  and made them  po tentia l 
fac to rs  in the class s trugg le . 
A f te r  the w a r is over, women w ill 
again be to ld th a t th e ir  rea l place 
is in  the home. T rue, many wom ­
en w ill be glad to re tu rn  to th e ir  
home duties s im p ly  because din­
ing  the. war, they had to combine 
th e ir  in d u s tria l w ork w ith  house­
work and child-care, and thus had 
a double burden to ca rry .

However, women who have 
spent many years in in dus try  w ill 
be d iffe re n t persons from  the 
women who had prev iously  w o rk  
ed “ on ly fo r  the  fa m ily .”  The 
b igger aspects o f the in du s tria l 
w o rld  w ill be c leare r to them.

Organized labor m ust do its  u t ­
most to ge t these women in to  un­
ions w h ile  they are in indus try  
I f  the unions lose th is  opportun­
ity ,  m any in d u s tr ia lly -tra in e d  and 
m isled women m ay become s tr ik e ­
breakers in the fu tu re . Today, 
the w o rk ing  wom an has an open 
m ind. She m ay reach the r ig h t 
conclusions by he rse lf, bu t to 
safeguard the fu tu re  o f the w o rk ­
in g  class, th is  cannot be le f t  to 
chance. The value o f trade -un­
ionism  m ust be ta u g h t to her.

C ap ita lism  created the w o rk ing  
class, which is h is to r ic a lly  bound 
to overth row  cap ita lism  in  tu rn . 
In  the Second W orld  W ar. cap i­
ta lism  has brought, fo r th  an arm y 
o f women wage earners, who 
previously had been fa r  away 
from  the ba ttle fie ld  o f labor. Now 
women w ork  side by side w ith  
men, women have jo ined the in ­
d u s tria l a rm y, women are due to 
become f ig h tin g  members o f the 
w o rk in g  class.

B ig  Business su ffe red a 
sharp a ttack o f “ peace j i t te r s ”  
la s t week when news arrived  
o f the attem pted coup d ’e ta t by 
the Junker m ilita r is ts  against 
the H it le r  reg im e and the 
collapse o f the Japanese cabinet 
headed by P rem ier To jo . Stocks 
quoted on the N. Y . Stock E x ­
change dropped in  value by 
close to tw o b illio n  do lla rs in  
w hat the N . Y . T im es described 
as “ the sharpest reaction on 
the stock m arke t in  more than 
three m onths.”

W hat the p ro fit-b loa ted cap­
ita lis ts  fear, said the T imes, is 
tha t “ any fu rthe rance  o f the 
unrest (w ith in  the  Reich) 
m igh t easily lead to  a shorten­
ed w ar on the C ontinent.”  

These are the same ca p ita l­
is ts  who would have the w o rk ­
ers believe th a t th is  is  a w ar 
to destroy fascism  and preserve 
democracy.

endured fe a rfu l w ar hardships. In  
re tu rn  fo r  th e ir  sacrifices, the ru l­
in g  class held out to them  the 
prospect of v ic to ry , f irs t against 
China, then against the Anglo- 
Am erican im peria lis ts , and a fu l l  
e r and m ore prosperous li fe  
through the rea liza tion  of grand 
iose plans of co lon ia l conquest.

M IL IT A R Y  D E F E A T S

Today Japan is experiencing 
the firs t serious m il ita ry  defe'ats 
In her m odern h is to ry . The plan 
of the Japanese im p e ria lis ts  fo r 
a “ G reate r E as t A s ia  Co-Pros­
p e r ity  Sphere”  is tu rn in g  out to 
be a mirage.
The trem endous s ink ings o f Jap ­

anese ships by A llie d  naval action 
is m aking  i t  increas ing ly  d iff ic u lt  
fo r  Japan’s ru le rs  to exp lo it the 
ric h  colon ia l conquests of the ear­
ly  m onths o f the w a r in  the  Pa­
cific. Raw cotton and vegetable 
o ils are p iled h igh  on the wharves 
of Ch ina ’s ports. There are vast 
accum ulations of t in  and rubber 
a t Singapore and B atavia, p e tro l­
eum a t Rangoon and Pelambang, 
rice  a t Saigon and Bangkok. In ­
a b ility  to move these products be­
cause of sh ipp ing shortages is ad­
d ing  to the already abnorm al w ar 
s tra ins  on Japan’s home fro n t. 
And the Japanese people are 
g row ing  hu ng rie r and more rag­
ged, more desperate and re b e lli­
ous, from  day to day.

I t  is  one of the great anom­
alies of the s itua tion  tha t, having 
possessed herself o f te rr ito r ie s  
w h ich  produce the greater pa rt of 
the w o rld ’s rubber, Japan has 
been compelled to develop a large 
syn the tic  rubber in d u s try  because 
o f in a b il i ty  to move su ffic ien t 
quan tities  of the na tu ra l product 
from  her new colonies to the 
homeland.

News sources in  nearby neutra l 
countries fu rn is h  frequent reports 
of the in te rn a l s itua tion  of Nazi 
Germany. There are no such neu­
tra l sources close to Japan, and 
the Japanese censorship is h igh ly  
effective. I t  is  most d ifficu lt, 
therefore, to gauge the reactions 
of t iie  Japanese masses to th e ir 
increasing ly  te rr ib le  p ligh t.

M ASS U N R E S T

However, we do know th a t there 
is a s trong  undercurren t of mass 
unrest w h ich  occasionally bursts 
to the  surface. F our m onths ago, 
th rough the medium of Japanese 
newspapers w h ich  somehow reach­
ed the outside world , we reported 
the m ounting  war-weariness and 
rebellion o f the Japanese masses, 
m anifested in  s trikes  and food 
rio ts . (The M ilita n t,  A p r i l 3, 
1944).

Japan’s ru lin g  class has heeded 
these w a rn ing  signals. They de­
cided to make Tojo and his cab­
in e t the scapegoat fo r  a ll the m il­
ita ry  fa ilu res and economic ha rd ­
ships. T o jo  has been je ttisoned 
and h is  place as p rem ier filled  
by Gen. Koiso, fo rm er governor- 
general of Korea.

B u t a mere change of cabinet 
w i l l  not even m itiga te , much less 
remove, the cris is  w h ich precip­
ita ted T o jo ’s ouster. Japan’s ru l­
in g  class is s it t in g  on a social 
volcano. R evolu tion is beginning 
to loom on the horizon of the 
Land of the R is ing  Sun.

By V. Grey
The boys were ta lk in g  i t  over 

in  the washroom. S lim , who 
w orries a lo t  about w hat he reads 
in the papers, was saying, “ Now 
take th is  B re tton  Woods M onetary 
Conference. You don’t  know 
w hat’s go ing on there because 
they ju s t te ll you w hat they w ant 
you to know. B u t I read where 
they kicked some b ig  shot s ilve r 
man out, o f the meeting. T ha t 
could mean an y th in g . B u t I  figu re  
the b ig  issue is gold. A nd  th a t ’s 
som ething th is  cou n try  has got 
plenty o f.”

“ W ell, you can have m y share 
of i t , ”  S horty  broke in.

“ You te ll ’em about the  gold 
Pop,”  said Fred w ith  a w in k  at 
Shorty .

The old boy crossed his legs 
and began: “ W ell, s ir, w h a t’s gold 
anyw ay? You can’t  eat i t ,  you 
can’t  w ear it ,  you can’t  bu ild  no 
houses w ith  it .  I t ’s ju s t  a yellow  
m etal th a t fo lk s  a ll ge t together 
and say is valuable. Then they 
fig h t over it ,  k i l l  each o ther and 
have wars about it .  Now  suppose 
we made a law  th a t go ld wasn’t  
valuable anym ore and had slips 
o f paper made w ith  so many 
hours o f labo r p r in te d  on each 
one. They ’d on ly  be good fo r  a 
month o r tw o. N o  one would hoard 
them  and the b ig  bankers wouldn ’t 
con tro l th ings  anym ore. I t ’s as 
s im ple as th a t.”

N O T SO S IM P L E

CIO Heads at Convention

CIO President P h ilip  M u rra y  ( le f t )  and Sidney H illm a n , head 
o f the C IO  P o litica l A ction  Com m ittee, photographed a t the Demo­
c ra tic  N a tion a l Convention on Ju ly  18, as they va in ly  tr ie d  to get 
the PAC program  adopted by the Resolutions Com m ittee.

B u t i t  isn ’t  as sim ple as tha t. 
A nd the boys know it ,  even though 
they do le t Pop ram ble on. In  the 
f irs t place, i t ’s not the m ate ria l 
you ge t paid in  th a t makes so 
much d iffe rence . I t ’s how much of 
i t  they pay you. Say you get paid 
$35. T h a t’s an ounce o f gold. Scrap 
iron is about the same price per 
ton. Y ou ’d ce rta in ly  ra th e r get 
paid in scrap i f  they gave you two 
tons o f it .  Y ou ’d ju s t tu rn  around 
and exchange i t  fo r  tw o ounces o f 
gold o r $70.

Y ou’d change i t  to  gold because 
th a t would be m ore convenient 
than go ing to the grocer w ith  a 
couple bushels o f scrap fo r  a 
bunch o f groceries, and to  the 
land lord , the butcher, the  gas 
company, etc. These people would 
have no im m edia te use fo r  the 
scrap e ither, a lthough they too 
would be glad to take it ,  i f  they 
could tu rn  and sell i t  a t more 
than the am ount o f you r b i ll.

You see, go ld is a product o f 
labor, ju s t like  iro n  ore, steel, and 
the th ings  you make in  the shop.
I t  takes a lo t  o f labo r to  find  a 
place where the re ’s gold. I t  takes 
more labo r to make the m in ing  
m achinery, and i t  takes p len ty  o f 
labo r to ge t the gold out o f the 
ground under even the best con­
ditions. And there is a g re a t deal 
more labor involved in g e ttin g  an 
ounce o f go ld than there  is in 
s tam ping ou t an autom obile fender 
on num ber 3 press.

T h a t’s why, even a fte r  m in ing  
the ore, b las ting  the iron , m aking 
the steel, ro llin g  the sheet m etal, 
c u ttin g  to size, s tam p ing  out the 
fender, ham m ering, po lish ing and 
pa in tin g  it ,  etc.— a fte r a ll th is , i t  
s t i l l  has about the same value as 
an ounce o f gold. Both the fender 
and the ounce o f gold take about 
the same am ount o f labo r to 
produce.

W e have to  use som eth ing easy 
to handle and dependable in  value. 
Gold reta ins its  value much more 
s tead ily  than m ost other th ings. 
Thus i t  no t on ly  has value by i t ­
self, bu t i t  supplies a measure of 
value. For instance, you can say 
th a t the w ealth  o f the U n ited  
States is 400 b illio n  do lla rs  in  
gold. W ell, there isn ’t  th a t much 
gold above the  ground. And no 
one would w a n t to  tu rn  a ll the 
wealth in to  gold anyway.

But the fac tories , m ines and 
m ills , i f  each were sold one a t a 
tim e, would exchange fo r  400 b i l­
lion in gold. T h is  would be 
possible because the same gold 
could be "Used over and over again 
You could ju s t as easily say the 
w ealth amounted to 20 b illio n  head 
o f ca ttle , except th a t the price o f 
beef is chang ing so ra p id ly  th a t 
tom orro w  m orn ing  you ’d have to 
change the figure.

I t ’s like  the heat-treated plug 
gages they use in the inspection 
departm ent. They’re made in  the 
tool room w ith  a t wo-ten-thou- 
sandths of an inch tolerance. For 
qu ite a long period o f tim e  they 
provide a dependable, measure of 
slots and holes that, have to  be 
ju s t r ig h t. You couldn’ t use your 
finger or a scale, o r your naked 
eye. But you can use the same 
gage again and again to  measure 
thousands o f parts . And you use 
a sm all num ber o f gages when you 
consider the hundreds o f thou 
sands o f item s th a t pass in  and 
ou t o f the  inspection departm ent 
to  be tested.

Some people, who th in k  more or 
less the  way Pop does, w a n t to 
make a la w  chang ing the value 
o f gold. B u t you couldn’t  make 
gold any easier to find, any easier 
to  m ine o r c a rry  across the  ocean 
ju s t by  passing a law . You could 
ca ll a 365 thousandths p lug  gage 
a 665 b u t th a t  w ou ldn ’t  m ake i t

any b igger. You could make a law  
th a t an ounce o f go ld was w o rth  
$70 instead o f $35. A nd  because 
do lla rs are easy fo r  the  govern­
m ent to  p r in t ,  th a t would be 
s im ple enough. B u t $70 would ju s t 
equal w ha t $35 did before. T h a t’s 
a ll. The ounce o f go ld w ou ldn ’t  
be any b igger and would be w o rth  
ju s t as much b u tte r and eggs as 
before. O n ly the  price  in  do lla rs 
would be doubled.

O f course, m any w o rkers  who 
are a few  hundred do lla rs in  debt 
th in k  o f th is  “ cheap m oney”  as a 
way to  beat the loansharks, be­
cause th e ir  debts are in  do lla rs. 
And once do lla rs were tw ice  as 
cheap, they could pay up th a t 
much easier. T h a t p a r t o f i t  is 
true  to a ce rta in  .extent.

B u t w ha t about you r pay a t the  
shop ? Y ou’d s t i l l  be p roducing as 
many th in g s  as before. The boss 
would be se lling  them  fo r  a t least 
tw ice as m any do lla rs. A nd  you 
'ftould have to  pay tw ice  as m any 
do lla rs fo r  eve ry th in g  you bought, ' 
but you ’d on ly  be g e ttin g  the  old 
am ount o f do lla rs in  you r check. 
R esu lt: Y ou ’d have to  fo rce  the 
boss to  g ive  you a hundred per 
cent ra ise in  do lla rs  in  o rder to  be 
as w e ll o f f  as you were before.

P R O D U C TIO N  D E C IS IV E

T h is  whole a ttitu d e  o f Pop’s 
and people lik e  Him comes fro m  
look ing  a t th in gs  one-sidely. They 
look a t go ld  as the  basis o f the  
whole c a p ita lis t system  when i t  
is in  re a lity  on ly  the necessary 
m edium  o f exchange o r basis fo r  
such a m edium  (cu rre ncy).

I t  is  tru e  th a t dom ination o f 
money exchange and c red it in ­
creases the power o f the ru lin g  
class and extends i t  to  the 
fa rth e s t corners o f the earth . B u t 
f irs t  and forem ost, i t  is production 
th a t counts. I f  a ll the gold in  the 
world were ann ih ila ted  a t one 
stroke, doubtless a few  financiers 
would go broke because they had 
too much o f th e ir  w ea lth  t ied  up 
in go ld a t the moment. B u t the 
overw helm ing bu lk  o f th e ir  w ealth  
as a class is in  the productive in ­
dustries o f the country . There, 
m illio ns  upon m illions  o f wage 
slaves lik e  Pop and S horty  are 
labo ring  day and n ig h t to  increase 
the w ealth  o f th is  class. . .

T h a t’s how they  heap up th e ir  
m illio ns  and b illio n s— by ta k in g  
the cream o f w h a t you produce 
and leav ing  you the  sk im . Y ou ’re 
producing “ go ld”  fo r  them  and 
p len ty  o f it .  General M otors, fo r  
instance, makes m ore money than  
any gold m in in g  company in  the 
w orld . The th ird  o f a m illio n  peo­
ple w o rk in g  fo r  G. M . are pa id an 
am ount o f gold th a t equals on ly  
a p a rt o f w h a t they produce. The 
res t is  kep t by  the bosses and 
turned in to  p r iva te  sw im m ing  
pools, rac ing  stables, champagne 
baths and maybe a l i t t le  gold. A 
lo t goes back in to  production 
too— to  buy new fac to rie s  and 
m ach inery so as to  make s t i l l  
g re a te r p ro fits  in  the fu tu re .

A  tim e  also comes when there 
is a tremendous surp lus o f goods 
unsold, one o f the  m ain  reasons 
fo r  th is  be ing th a t the  w o rke r 
doesn’t  ge t back w h a t he produced, 
w hethe r he gets pa id  in  gold, 
a irp lane  p a rts  o r peanuts. A t  such 
a tim e  the screwballs w i l l  ra n t 
louder than  ever about “ the go ld .”

A s fa r  as w ork-ce rtifica tes  
instead o f money are concerned, 
th a t is a b ig  question— b u t i t  
m ig h t be enough to say i t  w ou ldn ’t  
be too bad fin idea i f  the ca p ita l­
is ts  go t ce rtifica tes fo r  “ hours o f 
labo r perfo rm ed.”  In  such a case, 
they w ou ldn ’t  eat ve ry  w e ll. B u t 
the people who propose the labo r- 
ce rtifica te  idea don’t  usua lly  have 
th a t in  m ind. They look upon i t  
as a safe and sane w ay to  make 
the same old boss system  w ork, 
where the boss continues to  ro ll 
up p ro fits  and s t i l l  the w o rke r can 
be sure o f a steady job and decent 
life . Such a th in g  is impossible.

The “ W ork  C e rtifica te ”  is on ly  
a substitu te  fo r  the gold “ c e rt i­
ficate.”  In  both cases the ya rd s tick  
would be the amount o f tim e  w o rk ­
ed and the am ount o f s k il l in  the 
labor. And in both cases, ju s t so 
long as the bosses own the fac to ry , 
a robbery o f the w orker w i l l  take 
place. When we. the w orkers, take 
power, the whole produce o f the 
p lant w i l l  be ours.

True, gold and money w ill 
begin to  lose th e ir  im portance a t 
the ve ry  f irs t  to ll o f cap ita lism ’s 
death kne ll. B u t i t  w i l l  take some 
tim e  before w o rld  production is so 
enormous, and people’s m a te ria l 
wants so w e ll taken care of, th a t 
i t  becomes a m a tte r o f in d if ­
ference w hethe r go ld  o r wam pum  
is used fo r  exchange.

Yes, on ly  under a W orke rs ’ 
G overnm ent w ill money begin to 
lose its  im portance. B u t we don’t  
w a n t to  lose s ig h t o f the m ain 
issue r ig h t  now, which isn ’t  the  
money o r the gold, bu t the bosses' 
p riva te  m onopoly o f our means o f 
live lihood— his power o f l i fe  and 
death over us. I t  is  on th is  road 
our s trugg le  lies. When we are 
successful there, i t  w i l l  be easy 
to adjust the system of exchange.
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The NAACP and Politics
There was much controversy a t 

the recent N.A.A.C.P. Conference 
as to whether the organ ization 
should take any position on the 
question o f the November elec­
tions. T lie  big-wigs of the Asso­
c ia tio n  had p rev iously  come out 
w ith  an o ffic ia l statem ent assert­
in g  a s tr ic t ly  non-partisan stand. 
A t  the conference, however, one 
or tw o speeches obviously at­
tempted to d irec t the Negro vote 
toward the Dem ocratic Party.

Heated objections were then 
raised by m any of the delegates 
who stated tha t the organization 
should rem ain aloof from  po l­
itics. W hat they rea lly  meant, 
i t  developed, was th a t they ob­
jected to being whipped in to  line  
behind an a d m in is tra tio n  th a t has 
continued to pe rm it such un just 
oppression of the brown people— 
p a rtic u la r ly  in  the arm y.

As fa r  as the general question 
o f po litica l pa rtic ip a tio n  is con­
cerned, it should be obvious to 
everyone that the avowed aims o f 
the N A A C P  can on ly be a tta ined 
th rough  a po litica l change. E very 
one o f the wrongs da ily  suffered 
by us is the resu lt o f som ething 
being perm itted , denied o r ignored 
by those in  po litica l power. I f  we 

i would remove those in  power 
whose policies make an N A A C P  
necessary then we must not on ly 
enter the po litica l arena bu t we 
m ust also take an active p a rt in 
tha t phase o f the s trugg le .

The “ no p o litic s ”  ed ic t was a 
bureaucratic one and was in tend ­
ed to benefit the top offic ia ls  who 
are m ore in terested in  “ keeping 
harm ony”  in  the organ ization so 
as to m a in ta in  and increase the 
membership ro l l than in  ca rry ing  
ou t a f ig h t in g  program . The non­
p a rtic ip a tio n  po licy  w i l l  c e rta in ly  
hog -tie  th is  p o te n tia lly  m il ita n t  
o rgan iza tion  as fa r  as the p o lit i­
cal fie ld is concerned.

Once w'e enter the figh t, how­
ever, we m ust make sure wTe are 
doing ba ttle  on the r ig h t  side. 
F o r example, a t the Conference 
m any of the delegates in  favo r 
of p o lit ic a l action were also in  
favo r of Roosevelt and h is  Dem­
ocra tic  Party . This, regardless of 
the fac t th a t the brow n masses 
are la rge ly  fed up on both m ajor 
cap ita lis t parties. I t  is  on ly  'a n  
illu s io n  to see Roosevelt as “ more 
lib e ra l”  and therefore the “ lesser 
o f the two evils.”  He, ju s t lik e  
Dewey, in v a ria b ly  represents the 
ru l in g  class. H is  “ libe ra lism ”  is 
b a it to  fu r th e r  ensnare the w o rk ­
ers fo r cap ita lis t exp lo ita tion . The 
w o rk in g  people need th e ir  own 
independent pa rty  to figh t fo r 
them  in  the po litica l field ju s t as 
you need you r un ion to f ig h t  fo r  
you in  the, shop.

The NAACP should support 
on ly  labo r parties and where 
they do not ex is t i t  should urge 
the  labor movement to em bark 
on independent p o lit ic a l action, 
assuring th is  voyage the fu l l  sup­
po rt of the brown workers. The 
sooner th is  strategy is  begun the 
sooner w i l l  we be on the road 
to  genuine equality. No support 
to the cap ita lis t parties;

the p riv ilege  of wearing the in ­
s ign ia  the reo f because o f the co lor | ie r>s ru ie.

Mortal Crisis Convulses The Hitler Regime; 
Revolutionary Upsurge impends In Germany

Letter From A Steelworker 
To His Son In The Service

(Continued from page 1)

o f the two p rinc ip a l supports fo r  
his m ilita ry -p o lice  d ic ta to rsh ip . 
The police apparatus o f H im m le r 
has ev idently  become the sole in ­
s trum en t fo r  the defense o f H it-

Sidelights
Sailors prom oted to  P e tty  O f­

ficers have reported being denied

of th e ir  sk in .
The 177th Bombers are in 

tra in in g  in South Carolina . There 
are 40 a ir fields w ith in  a 500 m ile 
range tha t they are to land on in 
case o f an emergency. T h is  does 
not hold true , however, fo r the 
more da rk ly  colored trainees. They 
are barred from  a ll bu t tw o 
land ing fields in th is  same area.

Captain Reynolds, "d ischarged”  
from  the a rm y a fte r u rg ing  in te ­
g ra tion  of a ll soldiers, speaking 
from  experience and observation: 
“ A  soldier, tra ined  to shoot, and 
stab to k i l l ,  Is not going to re­
tu rn  to a second class status w ith ­
ou t noticeable pro test."

A  m ilita n t young office r appeal­
ing fo r  action by the Conference: 
“ You are g iven to understand tha t 
there are three k inds of L ieu ten­
ants in  the a rm y —  1st L ieu ten­
ants, 2nd L ieu tenants and colored 
Lieu tenants.”

Judge H astie : “ In regard to  the 
b ru ta liz in g  o f soldiers by South­
ern c iv ilia ns  and ‘ law ’ officers, 
the conditions are much worse 
than a year ago. On the other 
hand, there is even less d isposi­
tion  on the pa rt o f the D epart­
ment o f Justice to prosecute these 
offenders under the e x is ting  fed­
era l laws.”

*  *  *

The most recent in  a long 
s tr in g  of unprosecuted m urders 
com m itted by southern bus d r iv ­
ers against no rthe rn  brown sol­
diers who are a l i t t le  ta rdy  in  
m oving back to the rea r seats 
when so commanded, occurred in  i 
D urham  la s t week. E d ito ria lize d  
the. A fro -A m erican , on ly  paper of 
its  k in d  to recently advocate con­
s truc tive  action: “ D isarm  D ix ie  
Bus D rive rs  . . .  i f  the W ar Dep’t  
can’t  persuade (?) the bus com­
panies to do th is  then i t  should 
pe rm it soldiers to ca rry  side arms 
w ith  w h ich  to pro tect themselves. 
W h ile  a w a itin g  action of bus com­
panies and the W a r Departm ent, 
soldiers m ig h t take m atters in  
th e ir  own hands by d isarm ing bus 
d rive rs  themselves . . .  i f  they 
m ust rid e  w ith  po ten tia l k ille rs .”

Contrast the above w ith  the fo l­
low ing  Conference conversation.

I t '  ik  the question and answer 
period fo llo w in g  Judge Hasties' 
m il ita n t  ta lk . A woman delegate 
from  P ittsbu rgh  obtains the floo r: 
“ W hat can we m others do through 
th is  organ ization about our teen 
age boys who have been drafted to 
tra in  fo r  mass m urder figh ting  
fo r  a democracy which they do 
not enjoy over here? When we 
hear how they are being insulted, 
beat and shot in  the South and 
we know th a t i t  is not r ig h t 
w hat can we do? M y son has 
been through th is  b itte r  experi­
ence and is overseas now r is k in g  
h is life  fo r  som ething he can’t  
have over here. My question, I  
repeat, is  w hat' can I DO about 
th is  in jus tice? ”

Judge Hastie, speaking fo r  the 
N A A C P , an o rgan iza tion  com­
posed o f around 500.000 m ilita n t 
rank and file members: “ My dear 
lady, not being facetious bu t w ith  
a ll s in ce rity , I say to you th a t the 
on ly th in g  you can DO is to  pray 
fo r your son’s safe re tu rn .”

THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION 
DRIVES FORWARD TO VICTORY

W e don’t  support S ta lin ism , we 
support the  w o rke rs ’ state. We 
support w h a t rem ains o f the 
greatest revo lu tion  in the h is to ry  
o f  m ankind because we never 
abandon a conquest w h ile  i t  s t i l l  
has l i fe  in  it .  The w ors t and m ost 
despicable a ff lic t io n — the charac­
te r is tic  m alady o f pe tty-bourgeo is 
rad ica ls— is th is  propensity  to 
g ive up a b a ttle  before i t  is lost. 
T ro tsky  said, those who w i l l  not 
defend an old conquest w i l l  never 
be capable o f f ig h tin g  fo r  new 
ones. The Soviet Un ion rem ains 
the grea test conquest o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t in  a ll its  h is to ry . In  
sp ite  o f eve ry th ing , i t  s t i l l  stands. 
The Soviet w orkers know  th is . 
They s t i l l  g ive the w orld  a 
dem onstra tion o f heroism , o f 
capacity fo r  sacrifice, such as they 
could no t even dream o f in  those 
countries where the w orkers  do 
no t fee l th a t they have an y th in g  
to  f ig h t fo r.

When we see w hat is done by 
those Soviet workers today, a fte r 
a ll these years o f s trang u la tion  
by the bureaucracy, a fte r  a ll 
these years o f bureaucratic 
degeneration, we get a glim pse 
o f the boundless power o f the 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion . W e can see 
w hat m iracles o f energy w ill be 
released by the .p ro le ta r ia t of 
Europe when i t  f in a lly  un ites w ith  
the  Russian p ro le ta r ia t on the 
revo lu tiona ry  program . W h a t  
could the  state o f the  w o rld  be 
today i f  there had been ju s t a

l i t t le  more energy and capacity 
in  the vanguard o f the p ro le ­
ta r ia t  to lead Germany to a 
successful p ro le ta ria n  revo lu ­
tio n ! A l l  the ob jective conditions 
fo r  the v ic to ry  were present; on ly 
the  leadership was l a c k i n g .  
Im ag ine  the  union o f Soviet 
Russia and Soviet Germ any as an 
economic and m il ita ry  power, w ith  
a ll the irre s is tib le  m ora l force 
th a t would be generated by such 
a union.

I f  the German revo lu tion  had 
no t been defeated, i f  i t  had suc­
ceeded, we w ouldn ’t  be standing 
here today discussing the p ro­
g ram  o f ove rth row ing  A m erican 
im peria lism . We would more lik e ly  
be discussing ways and means o f 
fin ish ing  up the s trugg le  against 
the rem nants o f the counter­
revo lu tion . The fac t th a t the w o rk ­
ers in Russia took power, the fac t 
th a t they had a p a rty  able to lead 
the v ic torious s trugg le  fo r  power 
— th is  gives us the assurance fo r  
a ll tim e th a t the w orkers are 
capable o f producing such a p a rty  
and such a leadership in other 
countries and on an in te rna tiona l 
scale. Even i f  the revo lu tion  fa iled  
once and tw ice, h is to ry  is s t i l l  
pushing re len tless ly  in  the direc 
tio n  o f its  eventual v ic to ry .

(F rom  “ The W orkers  and the 
Second W orld  W ar,”  by James P. 
Cannon, pp. Hi-17, Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 1942; 18 pp. 10c. Order 
from  Pioneer Publishers, 116 
U n iv e rs ity  PL, N . Y . 3, N . Y .)

Accord ing to the o ffic ia l Nazi 
news agency D N B, the p lo t 
aga inst H it le r ’s reg im e centered 
w ith in  a p a rt o f the German H igh  
Command and emanated fro m  the 
W ilhem strasse its e lf. T h is  fa c t is 
confirmed by the announced purge 
o f ex-C hie f o f S ta ff  Beck and by 
the silence o f such recently  re ­
moved generals as Ha ider, von 
Rundstedt, von B rauchitsch and 
others. These Junker Generals and 
th e ir  co-conspirators, i t  is  re ­
ported, a ttem pted to seize gov­
ernm ent offices in B e rlin , take 
over the broadcasting and com­
m unications systems, oust the 
Nazis and assume undisputed 
con tro l o f the armed forces.

H IT L E R IS M  DO O M ED

The la test Nazi reports  claim  
that the firs t phase o f the revo lt 
has been crushed. But even i f  H i t ­
ler, by a supreme e ffo r t at bloody 
suppression, manages to ga in a 
reprieve, the sentence o f death 
on Nazi ru le  has been pronounced 
and w ill sho rtly  be carried out. 
H itle r 's  days are numbered. H is 
regim e has entered upon its  death 
agony. N o th in g  can now save it  
from  ann ih ila tion .

The re vo lt o f the German Gen­
erals means bu t on? th in g : an im ­
p o rta n t section o f the German 
ru lin g  class is convinced th a t the 
im p e ria lis t w a r is lo s t and th a t 
desperate measures are required 
to save th e ir  power, p ro pe rty  and 
p riv ileges fro m  to ta l destruction . 
A ll around them  they feel the 
fierce class hatred o f the w ar- 
wearied masses. They are in  fea r 
o f p ro le ta rian  revo lt. They are 
now seeking to  save th e ir  skins 
by dum ping H it le r  and m aking  a 
deal w ith  the A llie d  im peria lis ts . 
Thus, those who helped raise H i t ­
le r to  power, the possessing 
classes and th.?ir Junker leaders, 
now hope to pursue the course fo l­
lowed by K in g  V ic to r Em m anuel 
and M arshal Badoglio, who aban­
doned M usso lin i and embraced the 
A llie s  when they fe lt  the  hot 
b reath o f the Ita lia n  revo lu tion  
on th e ir  necks.

Both the Nazi and the A llie d  
propagandists p ic tu re  the G e r­
man s itua tion  as though th? 
masses are p lay in g  no active and 
independent ro le in  these colossal 
events. No less an a u th o r ity  than 
M arsha l Badoglio seeks to assure 
th,? w orld  th a t the Junker Gen­
erals, headed by Von Rundstedt, 
“ had planned the  revo lt and th a t 
the people had no p a rt in i t . ”  
Hanson B a ldw in  w ired from  
L isbo n : “ There is no rea l evidence 
o f any popu lar revo lu tiona ry  
movement in Germ any.”  (N . Y . 
Tim es M agazine, Ju ly  23.)

MASSES A R E  M O V IN G

Th ese w ish fu l reassurances are 
com plete ly false. I t  is the actions 
and a ttitudes  o f the masses above 
a ll which have produced the 
present Nazi cris is. The German 
people are u tte r ly  weary o f the 
w ar and crave fo r peace. They can 
no longer endure the hunger, 
to rtu re s  and m iseries, the whole­
sale destruction and m illions  of 
casualties imposed by five years 
o f war. They have observed the 
lessons o f the Ita lia n  events. The 
attem pted overth row  o f H it le r  
occurs ju s t one year a fte r  M us­
so lin i's  dow n fa ll. The destruction 
o f Ita lia n  fascism spreads appre­
hension th roughou t Nazidom. The 
German people could not fa il bu t 
th in k : I f  M usso lin i went, can H i t ­
le r be fa r  behind? How easy i t  
was to get r id  o f the d ic ta to r. I f  
the Ita lia n  workers could do it ,  
why not we?

The p ro le ta rian  s t ir r in g s  w ith in  
Germany have been repeatedly 
noted du rin g  the  past year by The 
M ilita n t, w h ich has published 
numerous reports  o f s trikes  and 
dem onstrations in  the Reich. A 
m onth a fte r  M usso lin i’s over­
th row , on A ugust 28, we reported 
th a t “ serious s trikes have broken 
out in the R uhr fac tories . The 
s trikes w h ich have s p r e a d  
th roughou t the en tire  area re ­
sulted in a series o f searches in 
which i t  was hoped to  find the 
ring leaders. As these proved 
fru itle ss , the  Nazis shot 100 
w orkers ou t o f hand, m ost o f them  
fo re igners .”  A  s tr ik e  o f 30,000 
B e rlin  w orkers la s t F ebruary  was

been form ed in  m any German in - ^  
d u s tria l centers. . . The German 
Com m unists are said to  be in - 
te rn a tid ia lis ts , o r as they would 
be called in  Moscow. T ro tsky ite s .”

Coupled w ith  these accounts 
have come reports  o f mass deser­
tions o f troops and th e ir  re fusa l 
to  figh t, especially on the Soviet 
fro n t,  where the la rges t num ber 
o f prisoners have been captured 
since S ta ling rad . The u n in te r­
rup ted re trea ts  and defeats, w ith  
the German a rm y  ve rg in g  on com­
plete collapse, indica te th a t the 
German soldiers no longer have 
heart to  continue the im p e ria lis t 
s trugg le .

We have i t  on the a u th o rity  of 
the Nazis themselves th a t the 
same conditions which led to 
the overthrow  o f M ussolin i and 
prec ip ita ted the con tinu ing re ­
vo lu tio na ry  s trugg le  o f the I ta l­
ian workers, today are at w ork in 
Germany. H itle r  h im se lf com­
pared the m ilita r is t  conspiracy to 
“ th a t in I ta ly . ”  F ie ld M arshal 
Von K luge, in his order to the 
troops in Norm andy, openly 
s ta ted : “ For us there w ill be no 
rep e titio n  o f the year 1918 o r o f 
the example set by I ta ly . ”

In  add ition  to the g row ing  
revo lt w ith in  Germ any and its 
arm ed forces, the r?  are other 
pow erfu l blows ham m ering a t the 
Nazi regime. Revolts are explod­
in g  th roughou t the occupied 
countries, which the N azis are 
find ing  increas ing ly  hard to  sub­
due. The resistance in France, 
Belg ium  and Holland, the ir re ­
concilable insurrec tiona ry  s tru g ­
gles o f the w orkers in N o rth  I ta ly  
and the general s trikes in  Den­
m ark have dea lt te ll in g  blows to  
the Nazis. The general s tr ikes  in 
Denm ark, so close to home, and 
the concessions wrested by the 
Danish and Ita lia n  workers from  
the W ehrm acht its e lf, have dis­
closed the increasing weakness 
o f the Nazi power.

The European revo lu tion  is 
spreading to the very  heart o f 
the continent. F o llow ing  the 
revo lu tiona ry  developments in 
I ta ly , the im p e ria lis t w ar is 
bound to be transfo rm ed in to  a 
c iv il w ar o f the classes, centering 
in Germ any. A ll the necessary

Hitler and His Chief of Staff

A d o lf H it le r  and his personal ch ie f o f s ta ff.  Col. Gen. A lfre d  
Jodi, reported in ju re d  in  the attem pted assassination o f H itle r .

spur them  fo rw a rd  to more 
vigorous and extensive actions 
against H it le r  and his gangsters. 
The up ris in g  o f the German 
to ile rs  is inevitab le .

J U N K E R  A IM S

I t  is in  the hope o f fo re s ta llin g  
o r crush ing th is  u p ris in g  and 
sa lvag ing th e ir  own powers and 
priv ileges, tha t the Junker m il i­
ta ris ts , the bankers and b ig  busi­
ness men now seek to  discard 
th e ir  ou tw orn  too l, H it le r ,  set up 
a Badoglio type reg im e and make 
a coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  deal w ith  
the  A llie d  im p e ria lis ts . As I ’ M, 
the New Y ork  da ily , po in ts ou t: 
“ D ip lom atic  sources in  A nka ra  
to ld the U n ited  Press the  Junkers 
had tr ied  to stage a ‘conservative 
revo lu tion ’ to c u rry  fa vo r w ith  
the U.S.A. and B r ita in  and guard 
against a Com m unist outbreak 
inside Germ any.”

.... , . .. .  . . . Th? A llie s , o f course, welcome
p o litica l conditions are being thege m an ifes ta tions o f d is in .
prepared fo r the up ris ing  o f the 
m ig h ty  German p ro le ta ria t. The 
Junker a ttem p t to oust the Nazis 
a n d  the te rro r is tic  counter­
measures have exposed (he sharp 
cleavages w ith in  G erm any’s r i l l in g  
circles and the enfeeblement of 
(he Nazi regime. I t  can never 
recover from  such blows.

These events cannot bu t serve 
as a s igna l to the German w o rk ­
ing  masses th a t th e ir  op po rtu n ity  
to smash the whole oppressive, 
m urderous ca p ita lis t - Junker 
system has come. These events 
w ill embolden the w orkers and

o f
te g ra tin g  German m il ita ry  power. 
B u t they, too, dread the inde­
pendent revo lu tiona ry  action o f 
the German masses. S ta lin  shares 
these fears o f the A ng lo -A m erican  
im peria lis ts . Roosevelt and C hur­
c h ill seek the establishm ent o f 
another reactionary  reg im e fo l­
low ing  the e lim in a tio n  o f H itle r .  
T h is  was indicated by the o ffic ia l 
A llie d  statem ent on the revo lt 
radioed by the B r it is h  Broadcast­
ing  Company, which endorsed 
"the  judgm ent o f the generals i f  
not th e ir  m otives”  and offered to 
“ accept cap itu la tion  from  whom ­

ever is in position to e ffec t i t  and 
is prepared to ca rry  i t  ou t.”  
C hurch ill has made i t  c lear tha t 
“ whom ever”  docs no t include a 
revo lu tiona ry  w orkers govern­
ment.

Above a ll, the A llie d  im p e ria l­
ists fe a r th a t when the masses 
take m att? rs  in to  th e ir  own hands, 
they w il l  sweep aw ay not on ly the 
Nazis bu t the en tire  German 
ca p ita lis t ru lin g  class who im ­
posed H it le r  upon them  and 
dragged them  in to  the monstrous 
im p e ria lis t war. The A llie s  the re ­
fo re  have already made i t  clear 
th a t they in tend to dismember 
Germ any and crush the German 
revo lu tion .

But the German workers w ill 
not overth row  H itle rism  in order 
to be saddled w ith  another crush­
ing Versa illes T rea ty  or a ca p ita l­
ist d ic ta to rsh ip  supported by 
A ng lo -A m erican bayonets and the 
cou n te r- revo lu tiona ry  K rem lin . 
The German w o rk ing  class has a 
heroic tra d itio n  o f revo lu tiona ry  
s trugg le . They w ill figh t to com­
plete (lie revo lu tiona ry  tasks le ft 
unfinished a fte r  the last war be­
cause o f the sham eful betrayals 
o f the Social-Dem ocrats, and the 
cow ard ly cap itu la tion  o f the 
S ta lin is ts  to  the Nazis in 1932-33. 
They w ill press fo rw a rd  to  a 
Socia lis t Germany and a Socia list 
U n ited  States o f Europe. Together 
w ith  the insurgen t w orkers and 
peasants o f a ll Europe they have 
the possib ilities and power th is  
tim e to ca rry  th e ir revo lu tion  
th rough  lo  (be end.

Imperialist Bandits Scheming 
To Destroy German Revolution

(Continued from page 1)

reported in  a Danish underground 
paper, issued in M arch, w h ich said 
the s tr ik e  was intended as a 
peace dem onstration.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L IS T S

On M arch 25 the Stockholm  
correspondent o f the  N. Y . T im es 
reported : “ F o r the f irs t  tim e 
since pre -N az i days, organized 
Com m unist ac tiv itie s  are ta k in g  
place in  G erm any.”  A  subsequent 
dispatch to ld  o f “ the f ir s t  under­
ground Com m unist convention 
‘somewhere in  Germ any.’ The 
convention’s aim  was to establish 
a Com m unist trade un ion cen tra l 
body. T h is  is reported to  have 
been done. Com m unist ‘ce lls ’ have

l in  D. Roosevelt, who likes  to 
th in k  of h im se lf as having fa llen  
he ir to the m antle of W ilson.

The counter-revo lu tionary ma­
ch ina tions of Churchill-Roosevelt 
are embraced in  the fo rm u la  of 
“ uncond itiona l surrender”  of Ger­
many —  and Japan—w hich  came 
ou t of the Casablanca conference. 
W hat does th is  fo rm u la  mean?

S U P E R -V E R S A ILL E S

I t  embraces plans fo r  a super- 
V ersa illes tre a ty , in  o ther words 
a “ peace”  more m onstrous than 
the robber “ peace”  imposed on 
Germ any a fte r  the last w ar. I t  
means repara tions, in fla tio n , econ­
omic ru in  more te rr ib le  than tha t 
which the Germans have already 
experienced once at the hands o f 
the “ dem ocra tic" im p e ria lis ts . I t  
means the dism em berm ent o f Ger­
many (a lready East Prussia has 
been m arked down as a prize fo r  
the Polish c a p ita lis ts ). I t  means 
the B a lkan iza tion  o f the whole 
European con tinent where the c ry ­
ing  need is fo r  economic and 
p o litica l un ity .

Above a ll i t  embraces plans fo r 
preven ting  the German and E u r­
opean w orkers from  tak in g  t l ie lr  
destinies In to  th e ir  own hands, 
d r iv in g  out the c r im in a l cap ita l­
ists, and estab lish ing th e ir  own 
socia lis t ru le. T h is  is  confessed 
by U nited States News, au thor­
ita tiv e  mouthpiece of B ig  B usi­
ness, w h ich in  its  la te s t issue says 
th a t the “ f irs t U. S .-B ritish ob­
jec tive  w i l l  be to prevent v io len t 
revo lu tion  a fte r a German defeat, 
to prevent loss of p o litica l power 
by business-financial groups”  — 
the very same class th a t nourish­
ed Nazism and b rough t i t  to 
power!

Long a?o C h u rch ill declared 
th a t the  A t la n t ic  C harte r, w ith  
its  prom ise of self-determ ination, 
did no t apply to Germany. And 
in  the House o f Commons on 
J u ly  18 hp made clear the counter­
revo lu tiona ry  m eaning of the “ un­

cond itiona l surrender”  form ula.
Labor M ember Rhys Davies 

asked C h u rch ill whether the A l­
lies had considered the p o ss ib ility  
th a t “ the w orkers o f Germany 
m ig h t overthrow  the present re­
gime and replace it  by a Commun­
is t one as an a lte rna tive  to un­
cond itiona l surrender.”

C O M M U N IS T  G E R M A N Y

C h urch ill replied th a t he was 
aware of the poss ib ility , bu t add­
ed th a t “ he would ra th e r n o t be 
drawn in to  a discussion of the 
trea tm ent th a t would be accorded 
to such a regim e."

Rhys Davies then asked C hur­
c h ill:  "M a y  we take i t  th a t the 
B r it is h  Governm ent w i l l  not do 
w ith  a Communist G erm any what 
M r. C hurch ill and his governm ent 
did when the Bolsheviks emerged 
in  Russia a t the end o f the last 
w a r? ”  *

C hurch ill answered: “ I  would 
no t like  to  go in to  th is  m atter, 
bu t 1 am qu ite  sure the German 
c rim ina ls  have no r ig h t to escape 
m erely by em bracing the Com­
m unist fa ith .”

T h is  scoundrelly iden tifica tion  
o f the Nazi regime w ith  the Ger­
m an workers is  the device by 
means of w h ich Church ill-Roos­
evelt in tend  to ju s t ify  th e ir  com­
in g  in te rven tion  against the so­
c ia lis t revo lu tion  in  Germany.

The rea l German c rim ina ls  — 
H it le r  and his Nazi gang, the 
P russian Junkers who up t i l l  now 
have supported the Nazi regime, 
the German cap ita lis ts  who n u r t­
ured Nazism and brought i t  to 
power— are ce rta in ly  no t go in to 
embrace the “ Com m unist fa ith .”  
The bestiaj, to ta lita r ia n  ru le  of 
the Nazis was precisely th e ir  a l­
te rna tive  to  Communism.

T H E  R E A L  C R IM IN A L S

Who, then, are the "c r im in a ls " 
who w i l l  a ttem p t to “ escape”  by 
"em bracing the C o m m u n i s t  
fa i th ? ”  C h u rch ill obviously is re ­
fe rr in g  to the working-class of 
Germany which fo r eleven years

has borne the scourge of Nazism 
—  the same working-class wh ich 
was s trugg ling  against the Nazi 
enslavers w h ile  C h u rch ill was 
busy p ra is ing  M usso lin i and H i t ­
le r as the "sav io rs”  of Europe.

I t  is not the real German c r im ­
ina ls  whom C h u rch ill is in te n t 
on punish ing. The Prussian 
Junkers are a lready m oving to 
make peace w ith  the A llie d  im ­
pe ria lis ts  in  order to save them ­
selves and the properties of the 
m onopolists and land lords from  
the avenging arm  of soc ia lis t rev­
o lu tion . A nd the Anglo-Am erican 
im p e ria lis ts  w i l l  show no more 
hesita tion  in  u n it in g  w ith  the 
forces of German reaction than 
they did in  u n it in g  w ith  the I ta l­
ian m onarchy, m ilita r is ts , and ca­
p ita lis ts  to  save I ta ly  fo r  cap ita l­
ism.

T h is  is th e ir  perspective, th is  
th e ir  plan. C h u rc h ill’s refusal to 
promise th a t there would be no 
in te rven tion  against a Com m unist 
Germany is the clearest possible 
th rea t th a t in te rven tion  is in ­
tended and planned.

S T A L IN IS T  A T T IT U D E

S ta lin  and the Soviet bureau­
cracy, fo r  th e ir own reasons, are 
parties to  t ile  schemings o f the 
im p e ria lis ts  to dismember G er­
many and render the country 
prostra te . In a v io len t, chauvin­
is tic  d ia tribe  directed not against 
H it le r  and his bloody gang, not 
aga inst the Junker generals, not 
against the German cap ita lis ts , 
but against (he German nation as 
a whole, inc lud ing  its  great 
■working-class, I ly a  Ehrenburg, 
one o f S ta lin ’s leading jo u rn a lis tic  
p rostitu tes, w ro te  th is  week: 

“ H it le r ite  Germ any w ill be 
driven to her knees not by in ­
surgent officers, but by ourselves 
and our A llies. We don’t  tru s t the 
Germans ne ithe r the in te llige n ts ia  
no r the s il ly  ones, ne ithe r the 
b lind  nor those who have recov­
ered th e ir  sight. We tru s t our 
tanks and bulle ts. Our troops 
move faster than the consciences

By Theodore Kovalesky
Dear Joey:

Only part of th is  le tte r is w r i t ­
ten to you, because you are on ly 
one of my kids. I guess tha t 
sounds queer to you... and I don’t 
mean poor l i t t le  D ick either, 
when I say th a t you’re on ly  one 
of them. You’l l  find, I th in k , that, 
when a man gets to be a fa ther, 
he becomes somewhat of a fa the r 
to A L L  kids i f  he’s any k ind  of 
a fa the r a t a ll.

I ’l l  te ll you w hat brought th is  
on. When I  came home from  
w ork yesterday, Gus M il le r ’s l i t ­
tle  k id  came ru n n in g  out to meet 
me and wanted to know i f  there 
was a n y th in g  in  my lunch pa il 
fo r hirn. W ell, by luck there were 
a couple of Mom’s cookies tha t I 
hadn 't eaten, and 1 gave them to 
him . B u t i t  gave me a l i t t le  
shock. I though t of the way you 
used to come run n ing  out to see 
what I had le ft fo r you.... and 1 
remembered the way I used to 
meet m y old man when he was 
com ing home dead tired  a fte r a 
twelve hour s h ift. And tha t is 
w hat started me th in k in g  about 
k ids in  general.

You see, k ids don’t  have much 
of a chance in  the w orld  today, 
and they don’t  have much fun, 
not the k in d  o f fun  they should 
have. Look back, Joey. How 
much sunshine do you remem­
ber? How old were you when you 
knew, re a lly  K N E W  w hat a forest 
or a m ounta in  or a cow looked 
like?  I f  you dig  up some old 
Bureau of A g ric u ltu re  B u lle tins , 
you’l l  find th a t l i t t le  pigs need 
p len ty  of sunshine and green 
grass and p lay ing  around in  the 
fresh a ir  i f  they 're  going to grow 
up healthy.- How much sunshine 
and fresh a ir  and green grass do 
ch ild ren have today? How much 
did you have?

DAN G ER S TO K ID S

E very  day when I  am go ing to 
w ork  o r com ing home, I  see the 
streets f i l le d  w ith  k ids  p lay ing , 
sk inny l i t t 'e  w h ite  k ids and l i t t le  
colored k ids  w ith  th e ir  g re a t 
b r ig h t eyes and b e a u tifu l smiles.
I see the d ir t  in  the streets, the 
broken bo ttles and trash , and I  
see the autom obiles th a t are a 
constant danger to  kids.

I t  makes me th in k  of l i t t le  D ick 
and of tlie  tim e they carried  His 
poor broken l i t t le  body in to  the 
house tha t hot J u ly  day back in  
1936, a fte r lie had run  out in to  
the street in  fro n t of a car. I 
cou ldn’t  fo rg ive  m yself then whet 
D ick  died. I  kept th in k in g , “ What 
k ind  of a fa the r am I tha t 1 
can’t  give m y k ids  a decent place 
where they can grow up?”  . . . 
but, a ll the tim e, I  guess I  rea lly  
knew th a t I  was doing a ll I  could 
lik e  hundreds of thousands ot 
other fac to ry  workers whose pay 
envelopes ju s t weren’t  b ig  enough 
to buy th e ir  k ids an even chance 
iu  life . B u t sometimes a man 
feels so hemmed in  th a t he almost 
goes crazy, when he’s GOT tc 
have money fo r  his fam ily , and 
he CAN’T get it !

I  a lm ost always th in k  back to 
the depression, when I  see the 
kids. I  rem em ber Christm as 
tim e in  1931 . . .  a few cheap five 
and ten cent store toys fo r you 
and D ick. You were twelve then

and Dielc was on ly eight. We told 
you how th ings were, and you 
seemed to understand, a lthough 
th a t disappointed look in  you r 
eyes cu t me a t the tim e. B u t 
l i t t le  D ick cou ldn 't understand at 
a ll. H e’d been look ing  in  the 
toy  store w indows and hoping 
and expecting —  and then, a t in y  
bunch of d ry  branches tha t you 
could ha rd ly  call a Christm as tree 
and a couple of cheap t in  toys! 
We never though t the poor l i t t le  
k id  would stop cry ing . Mom cried 
too, and I  had a tough tim e keep­
in g  from  It.

A nd  then there was the tim e 
th a t b ig, sneering cop came 
around to t lie  house and told us 
tha t you were down at the police

sta tion  fo r  s tea ling a 
scared me then, Joey, 
dropped r ig h t  out of 
I  wasn’t  sore at you.

hike. You 
The bottom 
the world. 
I ju s t got

of the F ritz ies. I t  is to be ex­
pected tha t the Germans w i l l  un­
derstand eve ry th ing  when we 
reach the gates o f B e rlin .”

S LA N D E R S  W O R KERS

Denying th a t the attem pted 
coup against the Nazi regime 
showed any in d ica tion  of a “ peo­
ple ’s”  movem ent in  G erm any, E h ­
renburg  declared: “ People are 
needed fo r  a people’s movement, 
bu t nobody is le f t  in  Germ any bu t 
F r itz ie s  and Gretchens —  a cow­
a rd ly  greedy mass th a t can n e ith ­
er th in k  nor fee l.”

T h is  v ile  slander of the great 
German working-class, which 
gave evidence of its  courage, 
class-consciousness and w ill to 
s trugg le in two postwar uprisings, 
w h ich  battled w ith  high courage 
against the Nazis, and w hich now 
shows signs o f resum ing the rev­
o lu tio n a ry  battle  fo r  socialism , 
gives a measure o f the in fa m y  to 
w h ich the S ta lin is t gang has sunk 
and p la in ly  indicates the counter­
revo lu tiona ry  program  of S ta lin ­
ism on the European continent.

The reference to the “ cow ard ly, 
greedy mass”  is pa rt o f the 
ideolog ica l p repa ra tion  f o r  
s tra n g lin g  the German revo lu ­
tion , which S ta lin  plans to ca rry  
out— i f  he can— in  league w ith  
C hurch ill and Roosevelt. W e ll he 
knows th a t the flam es o f a G er­
man soc ia lis t revo lu tion  w ill 
k in d le  anew the s t i l l  g low ing  
embers o f Russia’s g lorious 
October and pave the way fo r  the 
ove rth row  o f the usu rp ing  Soviet 
bureaucracy by the Soviet w o rk ­
ers.

th a t helpless, crazy fee ling again, 
because I  knew th a t the on ly rea­
son th a t you stole was th a t you 
W A N T E D  a h ike and couldn’ t get 
i t  any other way. because your 
dad couldn’t  a ffo rd  to get you 
one.

B u t 1 was scared s t if f .  I d idn ’t  
know where i t  w ould end, because 
th a t’s the way i t  generally starts, 
a stolen hike, then som eth ing big­
ger, and fin a lly  a whole li fe  shot 
to he ll. T h a t’s how Angie DiRosa 
got started, and he ended up w ith  
h is blood pouring  down an east 
side g u tte r two weeks before your 
induction .

A N G IE  D IR O SA

And A ng ie  was one o f the finest 
k ids in  t lie  neighborhood, sm art 
and a born leader. People don’t 
ta lk  much about h im  any more, 
and old man DiRosa has never 
been the same since t lie  cops 
k ille d  Angie, bu t who was to 
blame? Was Angie just, no good, 
too lazy to get an honest job lik e  
the newspapers tr ied  to make out? 
Angie never had a chance; n e ith ­
e r d id  you, Joey, bu t you were 
lucky. Some of these other k ids 
I  see ru n n in g  around the streets 
every day are go ing to be lucky 
too, —  bu t some won’t.

I ’ve always been able to ta lk  
to yo ii, Joey, so I  can say w hat 
I ’d lik e  to te ll a ll the other kids 
in  the w orld . A ll of us here in  
the factories and m ills  who are 
fig h tin g  as hard as we can fo r  
be tte r conditions are f ig h t in g  fo r  
he k ids. W e’re s tru g g lin g  as hard 

as we can to  keep th a t sick, d is­
appointed look o f f  the faces of 
our kids. W e’re f ig h t in g  to  b r in g  
them tlie  s trong , hea lthy  bodies 
th a t on ly  good food, sunshine, 
and fresh  a ir  w i l l  g ive them.

FOR A L L  K ID S

W e’re fig h tin g  to keep them 
ou t o f the f i lth  and dangers o f 
the streets, to keep them ou t of 
the ja ils  and re form  schools. We 
fight, no t each m ere ly fo r his own 
kids, bu t fo r  a ll k ids  —  those 
h o lle rin g  and scampering around 
the streets today and those not 
yet born, th a t they may have a 
w orld  f it  fo r  them  to grow up in .

Take care o f you rse lf, Joey. 
We need you back here in  the 
union.

Love from  Mom.
Your pal,

Dad
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  training of workers., financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade union*. Special o fficer*’ 
training camps, financed hy the kov- 
erm neut hut controlled hy the trade 
anions, to train worker* to heeoun- 
officei s.

2. Trade union wages for all worker* 
drafteil into the arm y.

%. Fu ll equality fo r Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4.. Confiscation of nil -var profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale o f wages to meet the 
rising cost o f living.

6. W orkers Defense Guards against vig- 
dante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

8. A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern*
merit.

9 . The defense o f the Soviet Union  
against im perialist attack.

MCF Policy
When the Michigan Committee for the Promo­

tion of a Farmer-Labor Party issued its call for 
a conference to establish a “ new political party,”  
it was addressed prim arily to groups standing out­
side of the labor movement who, by their compo­
sition and social position in the community, could 
only play a subsidiary role. In commenting on the 
conference call The M ilitan t, February 19, express­
ed the opinion “ that some union m ilitants were 
being enticed by the prospects of a short cut to 
the formation of a labor party by skipping over 
the head of the Michigan CIO.”  We pointed out the 
“ danger that in their impatience to get on with 
the formal organization of a labor party, the m ili­
tants w ill be led into taking precipitate and prema­
ture action.”  Today advanced workers in M ich i­
gan realize that without the firm  support of signi­
ficant sections of the union movement it  is impos­
sible to establish a genuine labor party.

W riting in The Call, (March 17), Kenneth 
Rogers giggled over the fact that “ the revolution­
ary followers of Leon Trotsky. . . warn the pro­
gressives, who arc now organizing in the hope of 
building a real farmer-labor party in the midwest 
state, they must proceed slowly,”  and attempt to 
win the ranks of the Michigan CIO over to their 
support. These people, whose funny-bone is tickled 
by the idea that tiie primary requisite for building 
a labor party is the support of labor, hope to gather 
together a motley group of professors, preachers, 
YM CA secretaries, women’s clubs, students, co-ops, 
etc., give this outfit a “ labor”  facade, and pass it 
o ff as a “ reai farmer-labor party.”  in reality, such 
an approach can lead only to the formation of pale 
carbon copies of Norman Thomas’ anemic "a ll- 
inclusive” Socialist Party.

In contradistinction to these political adventurers 
and their "experimental”  politics, The M ilitan t 
takes a serious attitude toward the movement for 
independent working class political action. We at­
tempt to gauge the sentiment of the workers, to 
anaiyze the movement, to point the direction o f 
its development. We are no sideline critics. We sup­
port every advance of the progressive workers to­
ward independent political action. When the M ichi­
gan Commonwealth Federation was launched, we 
greeted the new party as a step in the right direc­
tion.

We said then: “ Any new movement organized 
to'break the political monopoly of the American

capitalist class, must be prepared to cope w ith the 
furious onslaught that w ill be launched against it 
from all sides. . . The new political movement can 
only grow, however, and come to fruition, it can 
achieve its high promise, only i f  it  sets forth an 
unambiguous fighting program that answers the 
needs of the workers and poor farmers and then 
steadfastly adheres to this program regardless of the 
opposition.”

Those leaders of the MCF who under cover of a 
fake militancy refused to conduct a real struggle 
for tlie support of the union ranks during the for­
mation of the MCF, revealed at the Michigan CIO 
convention the true source o f their hesitancy and 
false policy. They fear to clash with the top CIO 
bureaucrats. They neglected to organize their for­
ces. They failed to appeal to the convention for 
endorsement, failed to present their own program, 
and even failed to put up a fight against the per­
fidious program of the I Iillman-Thomas Political 
Action Committee. Hammond, chairman of the 
MCF, was concerned with independent political ac­
tion only AFTER the coming election campaign.

The militants who have devoted so much energy 
to the creation of the Michigan Commonwealth 
Federation do not, we are sure, agree with Ham­
mond’s methods. They know that the MCF can 
function as an organizing center to carry the strug­
gle for labor’s independent political action into 
every local CIO union in the state of Michigan.

They know that the sentiment for the formation 
of an Independent Labor Party is bound to grow 
as the perfidy of the "friends of labor”  in the 
camp of Democrats and'Republicans becomes more 
flagrant in the critical period ahead. This senti­
ment must be organized to win a m ajority of the 
Michigan labor movement to the support of labor’s 
own political party. Only upon the foundation of 
the trade union movement can an Independent La­
bor Party be built which is worthy of the name. 
That is the task of the coming MCF convention.

Empty Promises
According to a report appearing in the July 15 

issue of the United Automobile Worker, out of 
13,000 workers formerly employed at the two plants 
of the Brewster Aeronautical Corporation, only 500 
remain. Of the thousands “ disemployed” by the 
Brewster shut-down, a m ajority have been com­
pelled to take jobs at sharp reductions in pay, 
while some are still out of work. Of the many prom­
ises made the Brewster workers during their dram­
atic "s it-in ”  demonstration not one has been fu l­
filled. Administration spokesmen promised to rush 
legislation through Congress before its adjourn­
ment providing for severance pay, unemployment 
compensation, etc. Congress adjourned for the elec­
tion campaign sidetracking all “ reconversion”  leg­
islation with the exception of the George-Murray 
Contract Termination B ill which provides gener­
ous cash payment to war contractors.

Spokesmen for Roosevelt promised to overhaul 
the government’s contract termination policies. The 
WPB promised to investigate the possibility of new 
contracts for Brewster. The Navy Department 
promised to see what could be done about another 
Navy contract. It was these promises which fina lly  
"convinced”  Frankensteen, head of the UAW-CIO 
A ircraft Division, to call o ff the demonstration. 
The "s it-in ” was called off, said Frankensteen, 
because “ he was convinced that the intervention of 
President Roosevelt, James F. Byrnes, Director of 
Economic Stabilization, a Senate subcommittee and 
other Eedcral Officials would bring early re-em­
ployment to the 13,500 employes facing dismissal.”  
Erankepstcen, being a Democratic politician, is a 

/  great believer in “ promises,”  especially when they 
are made by the leaders of his own party.

The Navy Department, however, dominated by 
Wall Street “ admirals,”  is unconcerned with the 
fu lfillm ent of such promises. Eollowing the pat­
tern established in the Brewster shutdown the Navy 
Department recently cancelled the contract of the 
Bure hell Products Corporation, “ disemploying” 900 
workers on three hours notice. This was followed 
by a Navy Department "cutback”  at the W orth­
ington Pump and Machinery Corporation which 
“ disemployed”  1.500 workers at Holyoke, Massa­
chusetts. While the Burchcll workers staged a pro­
test meeting in front of the plant, the Worthing­
ton Pump workers followed the example of Brew­
ster and staged a "s it-in ” appealing to Roosevelt 
for a restoration of their jobs.

Experience has already shown that while the 
“ sit-in”  demonstrations dramatize the plight of 
workers thrown out of jobs, by themselves they 
are insufficient to combat the growing unemploy­
ment. Sit-ins are only one weapon in the program 
of economic and political action labor needs to 
achieve its aims.

To win the demands put forward by the Brew­
ster and Worthington Pump workers in their dem­
onstrations, the entire labor movement must un­
dertake a coordinated economic and political strug­
gle on a national scale against W all Street’s pro­
jected program of unemployment and hunger. This 
counter-campaign must be guided by the slogans of 
a sliding scale of wages and hours, the expropria­
tion of all key industries, and their operation un­
der workers’ control of production.

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject o f interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

Killed in Action
E d ito r:

As m y son, who received your 
papers, has been k ille d  in  action 
in Europe, w ill you please no t 
send your papers.

I  thank you ve ry  much fo r  the 
pleasure you papers gave m y boy, 
before and a fte r  he was called to  
the colors.

G. P.
B irm ingham , England

Winning Grievances
E d ito r:

For alm ost three year3 the m an­
agement of the B u ick  M otor D iv i­
sion o f Melrose Park, I ll in o is  
have been pushing the workers 
around. Grievances have been 
p ilin g  h igher and h igher w ith o u t 
ever being settled. I t  wasn’t  un­
t i l  about two m onths ago th a t the 
workers found ou t how to w in  
th e ir  grievances w ith o u t the bless­
ings of the W ar Labor Board, the 
Im p a rtia l Um pire, and a ll the 
o ther agencies of the bosses.

About two months ago the 
workers on the n ig h t s h ift  in  the 
too l room decided to  take m a t­
ters in to  th e ir  own hands. A  gage 
g rin d e r was a rb it ra r i ly  f ire d  by 
the superintendent of the depart­
m ent fo r scrapping a tool, a fte r 
w o rk ing  in  the p lan t fo r two 
years w ith  a perfect w ork  record. 
On behalf of the dismissed w o rk ­
er, the men in  the department, 
w ith  the exception of one S ta lin ­
is t fink, shu t down th e ir  ma­
chines. In  two hours the w orker 
who had been fired was re instated 
w ith  an apology by the superin­
tendent. iI

Three weeks la te r —  th is  tim e 
on the day s h ift  —  in  the tool 
room, another w o rke r was a rb i­
t r a r i ly  released fo r  re fus ing  to 
obey the w h im  of a foreman. The 
workers, lea rn ing  a lesson from  
the w o rk  stoppage o f the n ig h t 
s h ift ,  fo llow ed s u it— w ith  two d i f ­
ferences in th is  stoppage. I .  The 
departm ent was com ple te ly shut 
down because there were no S ta l­
in is t stooges to  f in k  on the w o rk ­
ers. 2. The men presented two 
demands to the company, the re­
insta tem ent of the dismissed 
w o rke r and im m ediate dism issal 
of the forem an involved in  the 
case. In  fifteen m inutes the w o rk­
er was reinstated and in ten days 
the forem an was forced to q u it 
under the pressure of the workers.

About a m onth a fte r the last 
w o rk  stoppage occurred, the man­
agement gave the workers a two- 
day ho liday (o r la y o ff)  Ju ly  3 
and Ju ly  4. W ie n  the men came 
back to w o rk  on Ju ly  5, they were 
to ld they would have to w ork 
Sunday, J u ly  9, th a t is, about 2300 
of them. They were w illin g  to 
work p ro v id ing  they would re­
ceive double tim e  fo r tha t Sunday 
w ork. They were assured by man­
agement th a t they would receive 
double tim e  fo r th a t w o rk  day.

On re tu rn in g  to w o rk  Monday,

Ju ly  10, the workers were told 
by the management th a t they 
were rece iv ing  on ly  lim §  and one 
h a lf fo r  Sunday, J u ly  9, as i t  
was not the seventh consecutive 
w o rk in g  day of the calendar week. 
T h is  was a d irec t v io la tio n  of 
our con tract w h ich  states th a t a 
w orker loses double tim e  in  one 
calendar week on ly  when he 
takes tim e o ff fo r personal reas­
ons and no t when he is to ld  by 
the company to stay home. The 
workers, lea rn ing  the lessons of 
the two stoppages in  the tool 
room, stopped w ork  a ll over the 
p lan t a t d iffe re n t in te rva ls . There 
was a spontaneous mass m eeting 
a fte r w ork a t the un ion ha ll, w ith  
a demand to  the shop com m ittee 
th a t the whole p lan t be shut 
down on Wednesday, Ju ly  12, un­
t i l  th is  issue was settled. Under 
pressure o f a p 1 a n t  w a lkou t 
threat, management agreed tc  pay 
double tim e fo r Sunday, Ju ly  9.

For alm ost three years the 
shop com m ittee and the grievance 
com m ittee of the B u ick  Local 6, 
UAW-CIO, have been t ry in g  to 
settle grievances w ith o u t the 
s tr ik e  weapon. They have appeal­
ed th e ir  grievances to Umpires, 
W a r Labor Boards, etc. w ithou t 
ge tting  to firs t base. In  a period 
o f about two m onths the workers 
th rough  the use of the s tr ik e  wea­
pon have been able to w in  most 
of th e ir  m a jo r grievances.

I t  has been c learly  dem onstrat­
ed by the two toolroom  shutdowns 
and the threatened w a lko u t on 
the double-time issue, th a t the 
on ly  e ffec tive  weapon Labor has 
is the s tr ik e  weapon. Union 
members o f Local 6. UAW-CIO — 
the way to w in  your grievances 
NOW, and not a year or two from  
now, is to send you r delegates to 
the United A u to  W orkers Con­
vention in  September instructed 
to vote to rescind the no-strike 
pledge.

B. J.
Chicago* 111.

Lively Forum
E d ito r:

Th is was the reaction o f one 
w o rke r who attended the open 
fo rum  a t the San Francisco School 
o f Social Science on “ The No- 
S trike  Pledge and P ost-W ar 
P lann ing ” :

“ You know, i t  did me good to 
s it  there and hear w o rk in g  people 
— ju s t like  me —  exp la in  and 
discuss a ll these deep subjects in 
such an in te llig e n t way. I  gu,ess 
th a t I, lik e  m any m any o ther 
w o rk ing  people, tho ugh t th a t you 
had to  go to the educated pro fes­
sors and po litic ians  to  hear these 
th ings  discussed. W ell, I see th a t 
I was wrong, because you people 
know w hat you’re ta lk in g  about, 
a ll r ig h t, and I like  what you say. 
I ’ l l  be back next tim e and I ’ll 
b ring  a fe llow  tha t works w ith  
me.”

The fo rum  which is held Sun­

day evenings a t 305 G rant Avenue 
was ve ry  w e ll attended. The 
audience included 7 Negro w o rk ­
ers. The w o rke r quoted above took 
an ac tive  p a r t  in  the discussion, 
also.

E. H.
San Francisco

Likes Kovalesky
E d ito r:

I  have ju s t finished reading the 
Ju ly  15 issue o f The M il ita n t  and 
wanted to te ll you w hat a cork ing  
good issue i t  is. I th in k  the “ Shop 
Ta lks  on Socialism ”  by Grey arc 
great. I  p a rtic u la r ly  got a k ick  
ou t o f th a t swell a rtic le  on “ W hat 
C ap ita lism  Means to  T o il-W o rn  
W orkers”  by Theodore Kovalesky. 
W here has he been keeping h im ­
se lf?

I  ed it a sm all m im eographed 
paper fo r  m y union, and Kova- 
lesky ’s a rtic le  made me th in k  and 
look around a b it  a t the im m ediate 
surroundings o f our w o rk ing  
place. I t  rem inded me o f the in ­
d ig n ity  o f m y w o rk  place. When 
we w a n t to  rest a b it  we have to 
go to  the to ile t and take our 
pants down, otherw ise we are 
lo ite r in g . How many tim es have 
the men griped about i t !  I 
decided to  w r ite  an a rtic le  about 
i t  som ewhat in  K ova lesky ’s vein.

A g a in  I  say The M il ita n t  is 
tops.

J. F.
N ew ark

Canada
E d ito r:

Each week The M il ita n t  is 
about the best paper th a t is 
p rin te d : i t  gives news from  E ng­
land and o ther countries which is 
no t p rin ted  in  any o ther paper 
and i t  has im proved w onderfu lly  
since 1940. I t ’s up to  a ll th in k ­
ing  people to  increase its  c ircu la ­
tion  as much as possible. The 
copies I have are threadbare, so 
many people have read them ; and 
I ’m s t i l l  g e ttin g  them back and 
passing them out.

I  never g o t a copy o f the 
magazine as yet, bu t th a t ’s a ll 
r ig h t  so long as I get The M il i ­
tan t. As R obert G. Ing e rso ll used 
to say, “ W e m ust snatch fro m  the 
th ro a t o f treason the  tongue of 
slander.”  There are an a w fu l lo t 
o f to ile rs  in  th is  coun try  who 
have go t to  un learn w h a t they 
have a lready learned.

They are like  a crewless vessel 
w ith o u t a rudder, ready to go 
d r i f t in g  in to  shoals and break­
ers; no need fo r  me to te ll you! 
They are orphaned com plete ly like  
leaves b low ing  in the autum n 
breeze; they have no conception 
o f the evo lu tiona ry  movement 
con tinu a lly  go ing on w ith in  
society. The damage th a t has been 
done by p o litica l backwardness in 
the la s t fifte en  years is te rrib le .

E. D.
Canada

A U S T R A L IA

M anpower edicts by the state 
governm ent o f New  South Wales, 
whereby w orkers were forced to 
take jobs in canneries and other 
fa c to ry  establishm ents, w e r e  
declared void by a state cou rt 
ru lin g  handed dowm in  Sydney 
M ay 25.

C h ie f Justice Jordon, de live ring  
the cou rt’s unanimous decision, 
said: “ The regu la tion  as it  stands 
could, i f  va lid , reduce A ustra lians  
to a serfdom more ab ject than 
any ob ta in ing  in the M iddle 
Ages.”  ’adding tha t there was 
noth ing in the constitu tion  o f the 
New South Wales commonwealth 
“ which authorizes the executive 
governm ent to impose on the peo­
ple a s ta tus of v ille inage .”

Y et th is  is precisely w ha t the 
governm ent, ac ting  fo r  the A us­
tra lia n  ca p ita lis t class, sought to 
do. I ts  forced labor edicts are on 
a par w ith  W ar M anpower Com­
m issioner M c N u tt ’s o rder which 
“ froze ”  w orkers in th is  coun try  
to th e ir  jobs as o f Ju ly  1. I t  is 
in line, too, w ith  the action o f 
the B r it is h  M in is te r o f Labor, 
E rnest Bevin, in  fo rc in g  workers 
to labo r in E ng land ’s coal mines 
under the P it B a llo t Scheme, 
which caused the apprentices’ 
s trikes las t M arch.

In  a ll the ca p ita lis t “ democ­
racies”  the same vicious a n t i­
labo r d rive  is on— a drive  to  
reg im en t the w orkers, deprive 
them o f th e ir  libe rties , convert 
them  in to  serfs. And th is , be i t  
noted, takes place in  the ve ry  
m ids t o f a w a r, w h ich, the  
c a p ita lis t ru le rs  would .have us

believe, is being fo u g h t fo r  
“ freedom  and dem ocracy!”

SO UTH A F R IC A

S til l more evidence o f the reac­
tio n a ry  policies o f the “ demo­
c ra tic ”  ru lin g  class comes fro m  
the Un ion o f South A fr ic a , one 
o f the g re a t Dom inions o f the so- 
called B r it is h  Com m onwealth o f 
Nations. There (he a ll-w h ite  gov­
ernm ent which enslaves, and op­
presses e igh t m illio n  natives re ­
cently passed a law known as the 
“ Pegging A c t”  which deprives 
Indians o f (he r ig h t to purchase 
or occupy property  except by 
special perm ission o f the govern­
ment and “ freezes”  the Ind ian 
population in ce rta in  specified 
areas.

There are about a qua rte r o f a 
m illio n  Indians in South A fr ic a  
and n in e ty  percent o f them were 
horn in the coun try . The f irs t 
Ind ians were b rough t to South 
A fr ic a  in 1860 as indentured 
laborers, to w ork in the sugar 
fields o f N a ta l. Some “ free ”  
laborers fo llow ed. The present 
Ind ian population are t h e i r  
descendants. In  1897 and again in 
1913 law s were passed to  re s tr ic t 
fu r th e r  im m ig ra tio n . To make i t  
s t i l l  ha rder fo r  the Ind ians, a law  
was passed in 1893 dep riv ing  
them  o f the r ig h t  to vote fo r  
pa rliam en t. A nd in 1924, in  order 
to stam p upon them m ore p la in ly  
th e ir  in fe r io r  status, a law  was 
passed tak ing^aw ay the m unicipa l 
vote.

The “ Pegging A c t”  is the 
cu lm ina tion  o f a ll th is  oppressive 
leg is la tion  w h ich has reduced

250,000 people to  the  level o f 
pariahs in the land o f th e ir  b irth .

S P A IN

The regim e o f bu tcher Franco, 
which W inston C hurch ill praised 
so fu lsom e)y in a recent House o f 
Commons speech, is s it t in g  on top 
o f a volcano.

Testim ony to the m ounting  in-* 
su rrec tiona ry  mood o f the masses 
comes fro m  no less an a u th o rity  
than Jose M a ria  G il Robles, 
leader o f the extrem e reactionary 
Catholic fac tion  o f the  Spanish 
lu l in g  class, who is now in Lisbon. 
G il Robles, as m in is te r o f w a r in 
1935, took charge o f the bloody 
suppression o f the re v o lt o f the 
A s tu ria s  m iners wh ich preceded 
the Spanish c iv il w ar.

In  a p riva te  le tte r  to General 
Asensio, present w a r m in is te r in 
F ranco ’s cabinet, quoted in  the 
Ju ly  issue o f The N ation , Gil 
Robles w rite s : “ But le t us be 
sincere. In m any provinces we are 
liv in g  p ra c tica lly  under anarchy: 
a ttacks on fa rm s, robberies, ban­
d itry ,  owners unable to v is it th e ir 
properties, trave le rs  being k id ­
napped. I t  is my absolute con-1 
v ic tion  tha t in th is  case the v ic to r 
(F ranco ) w ill never have peace, 
especially since the vanquished 
arc convinced th a t they w ill be­
come v ic to rs  themselves through 
the help o f the en tire  world . The 
au thorities  may m u ltip ly  the 
fo rm a tio n  o f armed forces: they 
may shoot people by the hundreds. 
N o th in g  w ill be achieved.”

From  the ashes o f defeat in the 
g re a t ba ttles o f the c iv il w a r 
on ly a few  year ago, the Spanish 
revo lu tion  is r is in g  again.

66 Who Died in Mine Fire 
Were Murdered for Profit

66 m iners a t Powhatan P o in t, Ohio, were burned 
to  death on J u ly  5 in  one o f those coal m ine disasters 
w h ich are so frequ en t they ra re ly  ra te  m ore than  a 
few  paragraphs near the bottom  o f an inside page 
in the boss dailies. They were ju s t  a t in y  fra c tio n  o f 
the tens o f thousands o f m ine w o rke rs  who have been 
in ju re d , maimed and k ille d  in  m ine accidents d u rin g  
the past year alone.

Under the best conditions, m in ing  is dangerous 
work. Not many o f those labo r-ha te rs  who called fo r  
shooting the s tr ik in g  m iners la s t sum m er would ven­
tu re  down in to  the depths o f the average coal m ine, 
even fo r  a v is it. B ut those 66 m iners who died in  the 
bowels o f the earth  from  the smoke and flam e  o f 
the Powhatan P o in t m ine f ire  d idn ’ t  die by any “ A c t  
o f God.”  They were m urdered —  m urdered fo r  p r o f i t !

T h a t is w ha t the U n ited  M ine W orkers  Jou rna l re ­
vealed las t week when i t  chai’ged the m ine com pany 
w ith  resp on s ib ility  fo r  the death o f these 66 w orkers  
because o f its  re fusa l to observe the m in im um  sa fe ty  
measures prescribed by governm ent inspectors.

The f ire  was touched o f f  because o f im p ro p e rly  
placed e lectrica l equipm ent a fte r  the fede ra l inspec­
to rs  had tw ice  unsuccessfu lly urged the com pany to  
take corrective  steps concern ing the placem ent o f in ­
su la tion , sw itches, fuses, spray equipm ent, tro lle y  
hangers, grounders and “ m any o ther devices fo r  iso ­
la tin g  e lectrica l cu rre n t underground .”  Even a fte r  
the f ire  broke out, i n ’o rder no t to  “ lose a sing le  ton  
o f coal,”  the U M W  Journa l charges, the  com pany kep t 
the m iners a t w o rk  fo r  m ore than tw o  hours before 
the f i r s t  o f them were ordered up.

Let the workers remember th is  the ne x t tim e  the 
corpora tion  agents s ta rt ye llin g  “ treason”  when union 
men arc forced to  s tr ike .

Corporation War Profits 
Reach New High Levels

There ’s no t much cheerfu l news in  the papers these 
days fo r  m ost people. Casualties m ounting . W ages 
frozen t ig h t.  Unem ploym ent m oun ting  w ith  new p ro ­
duction cut-backs. C o s t-o f- liv in g  soaring fa s te r, w ith  
the new price-con tro l b ill,  signed by Roosevelt, g iv in g  
the green lig h t  to  the w a r p ro fite e r in g  price-gougers. 
N o t much the w o rk in g  man can ge t the  old P o llyanna 
s p ir it  from .

B u t there ’s been one cheerfu l note —  fo r  a few  
favored people —  in  the papers recently. Maybe you 
saw i t  in last week’s fin a n c ia l sections. “ P ro fits  S tay 
H igh  fo r C orpora tions”  or, “ C orporate P ro f its  Ho ld 
H igh  Level.”

B ig  Business is g e ttin g  r ic h e r than ever. O ver a 
m illio n  w orkers  la id  o f f  since la s t Novem ber. Prices 
shooting skyw ard. B u t the re ’s no freeze on w a r p ro fits . 
W a ll S tree t isn ’t  in  th is  w a r fo r  fun . I t ’s g o t ideals 
yeah, b illion s  and b illions  o f do lla rs  w o rth  o f ideals.

The D epartm ent o f Commerce’s J u ly  “ S urvey o f 
C u rre n t Business”  rep o rts  th a t corpora te ne t p ro fits  
fo r  the f i r s t  th ree  m onths o f th is  yea r h i t  a new h igh , 
$2,213,000,000 as compared w ith  $2,200,000,000 d u r­
in g  the same period o f 1943. A nd  the p lu toc ra ts  d idn ’t  
do so badly in  ’43. The net take la s t yea r was $8,533,- 
000,000, five per cent m ore than  in  1942, “ despite a 
considerable rise  in  taxes.”

In  case you ’re w o rried  about the p lushbottom  boys 
s u ffe r in g  in the “ post-w ar”  period, ju s t  ease your 
m ind. I t  seems there are “ ind ica tions th a t corpora­
tions were ho ld ing a la rg e r propo rtion  o f net income 
in reserve to take care o f post-w ar contingencies.”  

Make you mad? W h a t’s the m a tte r, don’t  you be­
lieve in “ equal sa c rific e ? ”  Y ou  m ust be one o f those 
T ro tsky is ts  —  keep saying th is  is a w a r fo r  the  r ich .

Capitalists Figure Out 
A New Way to Chisel

1
Corpora tion o ffic ia ls  have figu red  ou t another way 

to raise th e ir  income w ith o u t su b m ittin g  them to  the 
T reasury D epartm ent fo r  approval, and low er th e ir  
income taxes at the same tim e. Business W eek, th a t 
gloss-paper guide to  the p ro fit-h u n g ry , gives the t ip -  
o t f  to the money-bags on how i t ’s done, in the  J u ly  
22 issue.

Suppose income taxes leave the corpora tion  bosses 
in a pauper’s s tate w ith  on ly  $40,000, $50,000 o r 
$60,000 a ye a r in  “ take-hom e”  salaries, o r  the Treas­
u ry  D epartm ent decides a corpora tion  executive isn ’ t  
due fo r  another $25,000 ra ise u n t il ne x t year. The 
th in g  to do —  and more and more companies are do­
in g  i t  —  is to g ra n t the b ig-shot executives “ long 
term  options to  buy —  a t a ttra c tiv e  prices —  stock 
held in the treasu ry  o f th e ir  companies.”

Now, the re ’s no la w  says a man can’t  take  a lu cky  
p lunge in  the stock m arket., I f  he buys re a l lo w  and 
sells real h igh , th a t ’s ju s t  “ good business.”  O r i f  he 
decides to  “ r is k ”  h is “ hard-earned”  sa la ry  and o ther 
income in cheap stocks th a t pay re g u la r handsome 
dividends, w ha t c a p ita lis t governm ent agency can say 
he’s ju s t  t r y in g  to evade T reasu ry  lim ita t io n  o f his 
sa lary ? And i f  tax  ra tes on “ cap ita l ga ins,”  w h ich  
is how the W a ll S treeters l is t  p ro fits  fro m  stock sales, 
are low er than on income taxes —  an honest, h a rd ­
w o rk ing  ca p ita lis t has to  have some compensation fo r  
his “ r is k .”  Doesn’t  he?

The classic case cited by Business W eek is th a t o f 
Charles E. Sorenson, president o f W illys -O ve rlan d  M o­
tors, Inc., who a few weeks ago was voted “ the r ig h t  
to purchase at $3 a share —  100.000 W illys -O ve rlan d  
common, which recently  sold a t a price above $20 on 
the New Y o rk  Stock Exchange.”

Business W eek fu r th e r  notes th a t “ W a ll S tree t has 
shown p a rtic u la r in te res t in  the favo rab le  W illy s -  
Overland stock option g ran ted  Sorenson”  w h ich  “ d idn ’t  
make its  appearance u n t il a f te r  the T reasu ry  Dept, 
had refused, under e x is tin g  sa la ry  s ta b iliza tio n  ru les, 
to p e rm it the company to  pay its  new president an 
annual sa la ry  o f $100,000.”

W ell, the re ’s the old saying, “ Who deals the cards, 
stacks the deck.”  As long as the cap ita lis ts  con tro l the 
deal, th e y ’l l  a lways s lip  themselves aces.

FREE THE 18!


