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Cutbacks Raise 
The Specter O f  
New Depression
Labor Spokesman Foresees Unemployment 
Of 1 5 to 19 Million Workers in 'Postwar' Era

By Harvey Brow n
Cutbacks in war production, plant shutdowns due to contract 

termination and mass dismissals ot war workers are an object of 
growing concern to the labor movement. In an attempt to locus 
attention on this problem the United Automobile Workers, CIO, 
has drawn up a program designed to ease unemployment during 
the period ot reconversion and to "prevent mass unemployment 
after the war." In announcing the program, R. J. 'I homas, presi­
dent of the L AW. revealed that 800,000 war workers have al-
readv been dropped trom the 
payroll and a million more will 
be dropped by the end ot the 
year. The magazine Time con­
firms this trend when it states 
that: "Manufacturing employ­
ment has steadily declined since 
last November. Bv last month 
the U. S. had 1,000.000 fewer 
workers than it had six months 
earlier.”
G R A V E  PO RTENTS

W  a r  M ob iliza tion  D irector, 
Byrnes, states tha t the A rm y 
alone “ lias been te rm in a tin g  more 
than 1/100 contracts a m onth.”  
M eanwhile, according to the U n i­
ted States E m ploym ent Service, 
discharged w ar veterans are en­
te r in g  the la b o r m arket a t a ra te  
o f 70,000 a month. I t  is estim ated 
th a t the peak o f w a r production 
w i l l  be reached w ith in  the next 
fe w  months and then s ta r t down­
w ard. The reduction o f em ploy­
m ent has taken place on an as­
cending curve o f production, 
which means th a t few er w orkers 
produce a g re a te r qu a n tity  o f w a r 
m ate ria ls . The advance o f tech­
nology, spurred by the needs of 
the w a r machine, has resu lted 
in  a pronounced r ise  in  the p ro ­
d u c tiv ity  o f labor. The steady de­
cline o f em ploym ent ta k in g  place 
in  the m idst o f the w ar is a grave 
po rte n t o f w hat the “ free en te r­
p rise ’’ system holds in store fo r  
the people in the “ pos t-w ar”  
w o rld .

Com m enting on th is  aspect of 
the problem, R. J. Thomas asserts 
th a t a re tu rn  to  prew ar produc­
tion  levels would mean unem ploy­
m ent o f between 15 and 19 m il­
lion people. C o rrobo ra ting  th is  as­
sertion the Federal Reserve bu l­
le tin  fo r  M ay po in ts  out th a t a
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CongressAcclaims 
Mangled Version 
Of Price Control

By R . B e ll
War profiteers won a major 

victory last week with the adop­
tion by Congress of. a maimed 
and mangled version of the 
“ Price Control and Stabilization 
Act” which is a complete mis­
nomer for a measure that makes 
“ price control" a hollow mock­
ery and "stabilization” a hid­
eous jest. By a series of crip­
pling amendments, Congress has 
acted to remove a ll e ffec tive  re ­
s tra in t on the greedy appetites 
of p ro fit-h u n g ry  black m arke t op­
era tors, price gougers and re n t 
hogs. The b ill was j  a m m e d 
through the House and Senate 
am id a general atmosphere of 
se lf-cong ra tu la tion  by the p o lit i­
cal deputies o f w ealth  and p r iv i­
lege fo r  a “ constructive piece of 
w o rk ” — on beha lf o f th e ir  capi­
ta lis t  m asters.

The m u tila ted  b ill was adopted 
w ith  ha rd ly  a d issenting voice 
from  e ither Dem ocrat or Republi­
can. The on ly h in t o f r iv a lry  in 
the tw o po litica l fac tions  o f B ig  
.Business was exh ib ited in t ry in g  
to outdo each o ther in s ing ing  
hymns o f praise, which as the 
N. Y. da ily  PM rem arks, “ added 
up to an exchange o f love and 
kisses.”

The b ill,  as adopted, is a com­
prom ise measure worked out by 
a Senate and House Conference

(Continued on page 5)

Labor Solidarity
_______ B y  T h e  E d ito rs  ________

Four British Trotskyist Leaders Are 
Railroaded To Jail By London Court

T o ry  D e m o c ra c y : F re e d o m  fo r  a  F a sc is t, J a i l  f o r  T ro ts k y is ts !
‘  <V

Class Bias Pervades Trial Of 
Four Fighters For Socialism
Defendants Bravely Uphold Their Socialist 
Principles, Exhort Comrades to Build Party

By Cable to The M ilitan t 
LO N D O N , June 23  —  Four members of the 

Revolutionary Communist Party (B ritish  Section of 
the Fourth  In te rn a tio n a l), including Jock Haston, 
the party’s general secretary, have been found guilty  

j o f “ fu rthering , aiding and abetting”  a strike declared 
illegal under the infam ous ®

New Labor And Progressive 
Support Rallies To The 18

One ot the loiemo.si labor fraternal organizations in the 
United States, the Workmen's Benefit Fund, is strongly backing 
the C ivil Rights Defense Committee campaign to secure an im­
mediate unconditional presidential pardon for the 18 Socialist 
Workers Party and Minneapolis Transport Workers Local 544- 
CIO leaders railroaded to prison under the Smith “ Gag” Act. 

This national fraternal organ-® -------

The strength of the working class lies in its solidarity and 
numbers. This elementary axiom has entered into the very 
blood-stream of the labor movement. It has been universally 
acclaimed by the advanced workers and instinctively embraced 
by the more backward. The employers have long understood 
the source of labor’s strength and have left no stone unturned 
to divide labor’s ranks and to rupture its essential solidarity.

Those within the labor movement who lend aid and en­
couragement to the disruptive efforts of the employing class 
commit the greatest crime against the interests of the workers. 
The}’ arc, in the true sense of the word—SCABS! This word 
expresses in full measure the hatred and loathing of the work­
ers for those who break ranks in the struggle and go over to the 
enemy camp.

About 50 years ago. when a young man of 26, Lenin, the 
organizing genius of the Russian revolution, gave classic ex­
pression to the source of labor’s strength. In one of the first 
documents signalizing Lenin's active participation in the labor 
movement, lie wrote:

“ What recourse then is there for us in order to improve 
our position, to raise lhe wage rates, to shorten the working 
day. . .? Everybody is lined up against us— the employers (be­
cause they live all the better the worse is our plight) and all 
their flunkeys, all those who live on the sops of the capitalists 
and who for the benefit of the employers keep us in ignorance 
and slavery. We have nowhere to turn for assistance, we can 
depend only on ourselves. Our strength lies in unification, our 
recourse is joint, unanimous and stubborn resistance to the em­
ployers. The employers have long ago understood wherein our 
strength lies and the}’ strain all their efforts in order to create 
disunity in our ranks, in order not to permit us to understand 
that all workers have interests in common.” (From the May 
Day Manifesto written by Lenin on April 19. 1896 in Czarist 
prison addressed to the workers of Retrograd.)

These words written by Lenin 50 years ago retain all the 
force of their inextinguishable freshness and truth today. "A ll 
workers have interests in common.”  The most elementary form 
of organization devised to protect the "common interests”  of 
the workers is the trade union. The essential function of the 
trade union is to strive to gain for the workers a more equitable 
share of the national income. That is. to raise the wage rates, 
to shorten the working day, to improve the standard of living 
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ization has sent a letter to its 
hundreds of branches urging 
them “ to support wholehearted­
ly and to the best of their abil­
ity the efforts of the C iv il 
R igh ts  Defense C om m ittee.”

Close to .300 union and libe ra l 
o rgan izations, representing  more 
than .1,750,000 workers, have a l­
ready endorsed the CRDC cam­
paign, and many add itiona l 
groups each week arc jo in in g  the 
forces defending the dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  o f Am erican labor by a id ­
ing  in  the figh t to free the 18, 
reports George Novack, CRDC 
N a tiona l Secretary.

Am ong the na tiona l bodies

Tories Lie About 
India Famine Toll

In order to conceal the fu l l  h o r­
ro r o f the fam ine in Ind ia  under 
B r it is h  ru le. B r it is h  colonial au­
tho ritie s  have denied the most, re ­
liab le  estim ates o f over 5,000,000 
dead by s ta rva tion , c la im in g  tha t 
“ on ly ”  about 000,000 had perish­
ed from  hunger du ring  the past 
year.

S ir A lfre d  W atson has defend­
ed “ the accuracy o f the o ffic ia l 
machine o f record”  on which the 
governm ent’s figures are based. 
Th is “ accuracy”  can he best 
judged in term s o f previous o f f i­
cia l statem ents about the “ o ffic ia l 
machine o f record.”

The census Commission fo r  In ­
dia in 1941 cited the Bengal 
Government Report o f 1930 which 
complains, “ The system o f reg is ­
tra tio n , collection, and transm is­
sion o f v ita l s ta tis tics  s t i l l  con ti­
nued to w o rk  u n sa tis fa c to rily .”  
The Census Com missioner states 
th is  is true  fo r  1941, adding: 
“ Hence the im portance o f asso­
c ia tin g  a sk illed  s ta tis tica l t re a t­
ment w ith  a profound under­
standing o f the qu a lity  o f the 
o rig in a l da ta .”

Such a sk illed  s ta tis tica l t re a t­
ment, based on the governm ent’s 
own data, was given to the fam ­
ine in Bengal province, repres­
en ting  on ly about a f if th  o f In ­
dia's population, by rbe Calcutta 
U n iv e rs ity  Research Departm ent. 
Its  estimates place the 1943 “ ab­
norm al m o r ta l ity ”  in Bengal 
alone a t 3,500,000— one in  tw en ty .

which are backing th is  figh t, in 
add ition  to the W orkm en’s Ben­
e fit Fund, are the A F L  In te rn a ­
tion a l Ladies G arm ent W orkers 
U n ion ; CIO  T e x tile  W orkers o f 
A m erica ; CIO U n ited  T ransport 
Service Employees; CIO U n ited 
Reta il, W holesale and D epartm ent 
Store Employees; W orkm en’s 
C irc le ; N a tiona l Association fo r  
the Advancem ent o f Colored 
People; Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
Union and W orkers Defense Lea­
gue.

Last week th e  Greater F lin t In ­
du s tria l U n ion Council; F leet- 
wood Local 15 and Budd Local 
306 o f the CIO U n ited  A utom o­
bile W orkers in  D e tro it adopted 
resolutions u r g i n g  President 
Roosevelt to pardon the 18. R ich­
ard L. Schm idt, Budd Local Pres­
ident, w ro te the President th a t “ a 
refusal o f a review  o f th e ir  case 
and of the c lea rly  un con s titu tion ­
al Sm ith ‘Gag’ A c t places in jdb- 
pardy the r ig h ts  o f every prog­
ressive, libe ra l and p ro -labor c it ­
izen o f th is  na tion .”

The next im p o rtan t phase of 
the CRDC cam paign is the com­
pletion o f (he d rive  fo r  10,000 s ig ­
natures on the Pardon P etition  
which w ill be presented to Roos­
evelt. Over 8,000 signatures have 
a lready been collected, and the 
CRDC has requested a ll its  Local 
Committees to push the pe tition  
d rive  fo rw a rd  in the next few 
weeks to fu lf i l l  the quota by the 
end o f Ju ly .

C O N TR IBU TO R S

C ontribu to rs  d u rin g  the past 
week to the CRDC Pardon and 
Relie f Fund include: UAW-CTO 
Buick Local (i, Chicago, 111.; 
Brewers Local 98, Davenport, la .; 
CTO Barbers and Beauty C u ltu r- 
ists Local 2, B rooklyn , N. Y .; 
U A W -U IO  Local 15, D e tro it, 
M ich.; F l in t  In d u s tr ia l Union 
Council, F lin t.  M ich.; B ro the r­
hood o f R a ilw ay  Carmen, Read­
ing Lodge No. 652 and Ita lo - 
Am erican Dem ocratic Club, Read­
ing, Pa.

"Brave New 
World"

B rit is h  workers in  sold iers’ 
un ifo rm s have more than a 
vague idea o f what aw aits  
them in (he “ brave new w o rld ”  
o f the post-w ar era i f  ca p ita l­
ism is no t swept away. Accom ­
panied by P rim e M in is te r 
C hurch ill. E rnest Bovin, labor 
flun key  in  the B r it is h  cabinet, 
went to a po rt where troops 
were em bark ing fo r  France at 
(he opening o f the invasion. As 
related by Bevin in  the House 
o f Commons on June 21:

“ The one question they pu t 
to me was: ‘E rn ie , when we 
have done th is  job fo r  you, are 
we com ing back to  the do le? ’

“ I t  stung. The P rim e M in is ­
te r and I answered them : ‘No, 
you are no t.’ ”

Bevin, H is M a jes ty ’s M in is ­
te r of Labor, knows th a t cap i­
ta lism  and unem ploym ent —  
the dole — are inseparable. 
B u t th is  labor t ra ito r  is never­
theless one o f cap ita lism ’s 
m ost ardent defenders. T h a t’s 
w hy ho was “ s tung”  by the 
sold iers’ query. He fe lt  th e ir  
awareness o f th is  fac t.

George Novack, CRDC N a tiona l 
Secretary, who pointed out the 
contrast between the recent v e r­
d ict o f the U. S. Supreme Court 
revers ing the conviction o f an
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Lyttelton ‘Error’ 
Embarrasses the 
Allied Coalition

Capitalist war has developed 
the art of camouflage to a high 
degree not merely in the m ili­
tary but in the diplomatic 
sphere. The art of diplomacy is 
the art of concealment— the lie 
has become the greatest of ail 
“ secret weapons.”

A ll the imperialist belliger­
ents pursue their real war aims 
behind a smokescreen of hypo­
crisy and deception. These aims 
w ith o u t exception are so greedy 
and sordid they cannot stand the 
l ig h t  o f day. The h ighest v ir tu e  o f 
ca p ita lis t statesm anship is the 
a b il i ty  to  sweeten and perfum e 
the lie.

B u t in the present w a r o f im ­
p e r ia lis t r iv a lr ie s  the lie  is  o f 
such en o rm ity  i t  s tra ins  the in ­
genu ity  o f the po litica l leaders to 
conceal it .  Now and then, the t is ­
sue o f deception rip s  to reveal the 
abysmal t ru th  behind it .

D A M A G IN G  T E A R

The A ng lo -A m erican  coa lition  
was confronted las t week w ith  
one such dam aging te a r in the fa ­
bric  o f its  d ip lom atic  cam ouflage. 
A t  a luncheon m eeting o f the

Trade Disputes and Trade  
Unions Act o f 1 927  a fte r  
a tr ia l lasting six days at 
the London Assizes.

T hose convicted, in ad­
dition to Haston, are Roy 
Tearse, national secretary 
of the M ilitan t W orkers’ 
Federation; Ann Keen, 
northeast (L o n d o n ) dis­
tric t secretary o f the R C P; 
ITeaton Lee, fo rm e r o r­
ganizer o f native m ine- 
workers in South A frica .

The fo u r were sent to prison 
from  the courtroom  and the de­
fense com m ittee in  charge o f the

JA IL E D

(Continued on page 2)

JOCK H A S TO N  
N a tiona l Secretary, 

R evo lu tionary Communist P a rty

case has in itia te d  a country-w ide 
cam paign to  secure th e ir  release. 
To th is  end i t  has appealed fo r  
the ra is ing  o f an add itiona l fund  
o f one thousand pounds.

Lee and Tearse were sentenced 
to 12 months, Haston to  6 months, 
and A nn Keen to 13 days, on the 
charge o f a id ing  w orkers on 
s tr ike . | A lthough  t h e  A m e r­
ican ca p ita lis t press c a r r i e d  
reports  o f the arrests, and dis­
played no hes ita tion  in echoing 
the red -ba iting  smear cam paign 
which preceded the arrests, news 
o f the t r ia l  and convictions has 
been com ple te ly suppressed. —  
E d ito r.]

CLASS JU S T IC E

In  the fin e s t tra d itio n s  o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  movement, t h e  
T ro ts k y is t v ic tim s  o f B r it is h  cap i­
ta lis t  “ ju s tice ”  defended the p ro ­
gram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
in  the courtroom  and insp ired a 
wide fee ling  o f sym pathy and sol­
id a r ity  am ong the  w orkers  o f 
B r ita in .

The prosecution arose fro m  
strikes among young apprentices 
in the shipyards and engineering  
■Ti j - o f the Tyneside several 
m onths ago —  s trikes  which co in­
cided w ith  g re a t w a lk -ou ts  among 
B rit is h  coal m iners.

P an ic-stricken by the m ounting  
wave o f w ork ing-c lass m ilita n c y , 
w h ich expressed the re fusa l of 
B rita in 's  w orkers to  continue 
bearing the in to le rab le  burdens 
o f the im p e ria lis t w a r w h ile  the 
cap ita lis ts  g row  ever r ich e r from  
the “ blood, sweat and tea rs ,”  
B r ita in ’s ru lin g  class cast around 
fo r a scapegoat fo r its  own crim es 
and m ism anagem ent. The T ro t­
skyists, as the m ost a rden t and 
consistent defenders o f labo r’s 
r ig h ts  and in terests, wore s ingled 
out as the f i r s t  ta rg e t o f ca p ita l­
is t counter-a ttack.

P O L IT IC A L  T IR A D E

In  opening the case fo r  the 
prosecution, the Crown Advocate, 
M r. Paley Scott, warned the ju r y  
not to be swayed by any p o iit ic a l 
pre jud ice they m ig h t en te rta in  
aga inst the T ro tsky is ts . Then, 
launching in to  the case fo r  the 
prosecution, he indulged in a po l­
itica l tirade  aga inst the ideas o f 
the T ro ts k y is t defendants, the re ­
by seeking de libe ra te ly  to create 
th a t ve ry  atmosphere o f bias he

(Continued on page 3)

'L iberating' Ita ly ’s Farmers
By Jam es Cowan

D irty  chores which the capitalists and their political repre­
sentatives are reluctant to carry out themselves for fear of arous­
ing fierce opposition from the workers are always reserved for 
the flunkeys of capitalism in the labor movement. Prominent 
among these flunkeys today arc the Stalinists in every country.

W hen the Badoglio govern-® -----—
A ll a ttem pts a t inducement

P H IL A D E L P H IA , Pa., June 23 
— Local labor and Negro leaders 
condemned the im prisonm ents of 
fhe 18 M inneapolis Labor Case de­
fendants at a CRDC Mass M eet­
ing held here ton igh t at the La ­
bor Educational Center.

The p rin c ip a l speaker was

ment in Ita ly was given a "dem­
ocratic” face-lifting some weeks 
ago. it was the Stalinists who 
sprang to the rescue of this re­
gime of reaction which was 
about to be swept away by the 
angered masses. And it was a 
Stalinist, Fausto Gullo, who 
was given the post o f M in is te r 
o f A g ricu ltu re . Badoglio was 
ousted when the A llie s  entered 
Rome. Bonomi took his place. 
But. Fausto Gullo has remained as 
M in is te r o f A g ricu ltu re .

The most u rgen t problem  o f 
the A llie d  “ dem ocrats”  and th e ir  
Ita lia n  c a p ita lis t puppets is to in ­
duce o r compel the Ita lia n  fa rm ­
ers to de live r up th e ir  g ra in  and 
other food -s tu ffs  so th a t the 
s ta rv in g  cities m ay be fed, fo r  
fam ine produces a dangerous 
mass tem per.

have fa iled . The Ita lia n  fa rm ers 
s im p ly  refuse to de live r th e ir  
crops to the m arke t in exchange 
fo r  the unstable currency being 
foisted upon the country by the 
A llie d  M il ita ry  Government. The 
people o f town and c ity  continue 
to go hungry.

G row ing mass opposition to the 
shadow Badoglio reg im e and its  
A llied  patrons made it  evident 
tha t any a ttem pt to compel the 
fa rm ers to de live r up th e ir  hoard­
ed g ra in  m igh t cause a re vo lu tion ­
a ry  outbreak. The S ta lin is t Fau­
sto G ullo  was there fore b rough t 
in to  the Cabinet to do what the 
AM G  and the Ita lia n  reaction did 
not dare to a ttem pt.

Accord ing to no less an a u th o r­
ity  than the London Times, M ay 
2, G ullo is a lready doing an ex­

cellent .job — in the in terests of 
his im p e ria lis t-c a p ita lis t masters. 
D isp lay ing  a ll the “ necessary re ­
so lu tion .”  he  h a s  “ worked 
through proposals pu t fo rw a rd  by 
his experts, and has signed dec­
rees (decrees, m ark you !) in s t i­
tu t in g  reg iona l p rov inc ia l in ­
spectorates and the o rgan iza tion  
of p ro v in c ia l communal com m it­
tees to  assess con tribu tions  due 
fro m  fa rm ers and to con tro l the 
co llection .”

The fa rm ers  o f southern Ita ly  
are thus being subjected to a 
system o f forced g ra in  collections. 
They are being compelled to del­
ive r up th e ir  produce in exchange 
fo r  an alm ost w orth less currency.

P rio r to the A llied  landings in 
Ita ly . Roosevelt and C hurch ill 
promised to feed the hungry. The 
slogan “ Freedom fro m  W a n t”  
was even inscribed on the AM G  
currency. But w ha t the Ita lia n  
people ac tu a lly  got was in tens i­
fied hunger. A ll food finds its 
way in to  the black m arkets and 
workers paid in AM G  currency 
cannot buy the  w herew itha l to 
support life .

Now the Ita lia n  fa rm ers  are to 
he robbed to feed the hu ng ry  u r ­
ban popu lation —  so th a t the A l­
lied “ lib e ra to rs ”  m ay be able to 
w rig g le  out. o f th e ir ’ ly in g  prom ­
ises. The in s tru m e n ta lity  o f 
th is  robbery is the S ta lin is t M in ­
is te r o f A g ric u ltu re , who, w ith  
A llie d  bayonets at his hack, w i l l  
force the fa rm ers  to  de live r up 
th e ir  produce in exchange fo r  
AMG money o f h ig h ly  dubious 
purchasing power.

FORCED D E L IV E R IE S
I t  rem ains to be seen how the 

Ita lia n  fa rm ers  w ill react to  d ra ­
conian measures o f g ra in  collec­
tion, carried ou t unucr S ta lin is t 
auspices. S ta lin  h im se lf once had 
d iff ic u lty  in fo rc in g  the Russian 
peasants to de live r up th e ir  g ra in . 
The fires o f Ita lia n  mass discont­
ent. w ill be fed im m easurably. The 
Ita lia n  fa rm ers  arc to  discover 
tha t the S ta lin is ts  are now the 
instrum ents o f reaction in th e ir  
country , agents o f th e ir  oppress­
ors, enemi.es o f the to ile rs  o f both 
tow n and country.
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Branches Near Goal Of 6000 New Readers 
In  ‘ The M ilita n t ’Subscription Campaign

The M il ita n t  S ubscrip tion Cam paign is b u ild in g  up to  w ha t w i l l  
be a rousing fin is h  on June 30. Even though the goal o f in troduc ing  
3,000 N E W  R E A D E R S  to The M il ita n t  th rou gh  an o ffe r  o f 13 issues 
fo r  25c was reached in the e igh th  week o f the cam paign, the branches 
have continued to sell an average o f 662 subscrip tions every week 
since then. T h is  week an a ll-h ig h  
was reached—-821 subs— and fro m  
a ll ind ica tions even a h ighe r num ber 
o f subscrip tions w i l l  be sent in  d u r­
ing the las t week o f the cam paign.

O U T S T A N D IN G  A C H IE V E M E N T S  
OF T H E  W E E K

B u ffa lo  continues to  lead na tion a l­
ly  w ith  602 percent.

Cleveland jum ped fro m  76 percent 
to 184 percent.

Los Angeles sold the m ost subs fo r  
the week —  153 —  w ith  Chicago and 
New Y o rk  ty in g  fo r  second place w ith  
116 each.

Tw o m ore branches jo ined the  100 
percenters: C leveland and M inneapo­
lis.

FRO M  O U R  M A IL  B A G

B u ffa lo : “ L e t me know  r ig h t  aw ay 
i f  we have reached 300 ye t. The 8 
subs I  am enclosing makes 296, bu t 
there are supposed to  be 6 m ore on 
the way. In  case those 6 subscribers 
haven’t  sent in  th e ir  cards, I ’d lik e  to 
go out and ge t 4 more subs so w e’l l  
have a neat 300. I  th in k  B i l l ’s heart 
would break i f  we d idn ’t  make i t  
e x a c tly !”

San D iego: “ W e’ve ju s t  re turned 
fro m  an h o u r’s cam paign and three 
o f us netted exactly  9 subs. T h is  be­
in g  our very  f i r s t  t r y  a t th is  house- 
to-house m ethod 
we fee l qu ite  en­
thused. T h o s e  
who d idn ’t  go out 
stayed to  take 
care o f the c h il­
dren and t h e y  
had to  buy the 
beer! N e x t week 
we w i l l  ro ta te  on 
th is  sub-children- 
a n d-beer proce­
dure.”

SCOREBOARD
Quota Subs Percent

B u ffa lo  .........................— .................. 50 301 602
N ew ark ............... -................................ 80 304 380
Toledo ...-............... -....... -..................... 30 102 310
New Y ork  ...............— ........... -........ 500 1582 316
Rochester ............................................. 15 39 260
Bayonne ....... -........... -......................... 50 126 252
D e tro it .... .......-.................................... 300 655 218
Chicago ....... — ........... ...................... 200 435 217
Reading .......................................... -... 30 61 203
Philadelph ia ....... ............ -................... 30 60 200
Seattle ....... ..............................-.......... 150 299 199
Cleveland ........... -............................... 50 92 184
San Francisco .................................... 150 27.3 182
St. Paul ...— ................-.......-............ 50 85 170
Texas ...— ..................... ..................... 10 17 170
A llen to w n  ...-................-..................... 15 26 170
Los Angeles ...-.................................. 400 653 163
M ilwaukee ...-...................................... 15 24 160
Boston ...-........................ ............ -........ 100 158 158
Youngstown ...-....................— ........ 50 63 126
M inneapolis .......................... 200 215 107
New Haven .... ................-.................. 25 23 92
A kron  ...-................— ................-........ 40 35 87
San Diego ........................................... 50 37 74
St. Louis ............-........... -........ ........ . 20 9 45
Q uakertown ............................. -.......... 10 4 40
.Members-at-Large, F riends ...-... 355 113 32
P ittsbu rgh  ....... -........................ -........ 10 2 20
F lin t  ... ...............................................- 15 3 20

T O T A L .................... ......... 3,000 5,796 V—
»
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Roosevelt’s Plant Seizures 
Are A Strikebreaking Device

CUTBACKS PRODUCE 
DEPRESSION FEAR

(Continued fro m  page 1)

The “ wave o f the fu tu re ,”  so 
fa r  as the W all S treet “ pos t-w ar”  
planners are concerned, is fo re ­
shadowed by such events as the 
f ir in g  o f l,a00 w orkers oil 2-1 
hours ’ notice by the Federal [ 
S h ipb u ild in g  and Drydock Co. 
P o rt N ew ark (X . J.) shipyard, 
and the contem plated la y -o ff  o f 
several thousand more.

The company, a subsid iary of 
U . S. Steel, “ generously”  o ffe red ' 
to  p e rm it the men workers, ex- j 
e lud ing several hundred women, 
to  app ly fo r  w ork  at its  Kearny, 
N . J., yards — “ on a 30 - day | 
p roba tiona ry  period.”  T h is  was i 
n a tu ra lly  protested by the union, | 
CIO M arine  and S h ipbu ild ing  
W orkers  Local 10, as a union- 
busting  move aimed at destroy ing I 
sen io rity , e lim in a tin g  active union | 
men and dow n-grad ing, a t low er 
pay, those reh ired.

A s  a resu lt o f the un ion ’s 
p ro test, the W ar M anpower Com­
m ission directed .the company to 
tra n s fe r the tired workers to 
K earny w ith o u t “ res tr ic tive  h ir in g  
practices.”  The company brazenly 
refused to com ply.

Federal S h ipbu ild ing  has re­
ceived over $450,000,000 in gov­
ernm ent contracts, on which i t  is 
re a liz in g  huge p ro fits . We have 
ye t to  hear a sing le  squeak from  
Roosevelt, his governm ent agon- , 
cies o r the b ig  business press in 
in d ig na n t condemnation o f Fed­
era l Sh ipbu ild ing . Such ind igna­
tion  is reserved fo r  workers 
provoked in to  s trikes by th,e 
vicious practices o f companies 
like  Federal.

* * *
The demand fo r  the rem oval o f 

H a rry  Bridges, S ta lin is t stooge 
head o f the CIO Longshorem en’s 
and W arehousemen’s U n ion, fro m  
his post as CIO W est Coast re ­
g ional d irec to r is spreading 
th roughou t the  CJO.

F o llow ing  the recent example 
o f the Toledo In d u s tr ia l Un ion 
Council, the St. Louis Jo in t 
Council, U n ited  R eta il, Wholesale 
and Department. Store Employees, 
CIO, lias passed a reso lu tion 
ca llin g  on the na tiona l CIO to 
take action  against Bridges fo r  
his scab role in the M ontgom ery 
W ard S trike  and his declaration 
fo r  a perm anent no -s trike  pledge.

Bridges, you w ill reca ll, in ­
s tructed his local in St. Pau l to 
w o rk  overtim e to help Sewell L. 
A ve ry  f il l his Chicago orders 
ha lted by the s trike . “ Call it  
scabbing i f  you w il l , ”  declared i 
B ridges, “ bu t Chicago orders w ill
be filled  eight hours a day.”

*  *  *

The R oosevelt-M cX utt “ sneak”  
forced labor decree, i s s u e d  
through the W ar M anpower Com­
m ission. was sharp ly  denounced 
in M idw est Labor W orld , organ of 
the St. Louis UR W D SE-C IO . 
This “ v o lu n ta ry ”  order, which 
requires th a t unemployed workers 
be hired on ly th rough  the U . S. 
E m ploym ent Service which can 
force them  to take a job any­
where under any conditions, 
amounts to te llin g  the jobless 
w orker, says M idwest Labor 
W orld , “ You v o lu n ta r ily  take th is  
job on the west coast or you can 
stay here and s tarve.”

M idwest Labor W orld  appeals 
to “ the leaders o f the CIO to 
h o tfo o t it to the W h ite  House w ith  
a pro test . . . because the P resi­
dent can stop th is  nonsense in ­
s ta n tly  i f  he w ill.  . .”  B u t the 
ed ito ria l emphasizes as its  s trong  
po in t th a t unless the forced labor 
d irec tive  is w ith d ra w n , “ we, the 
top  porkchoppers, lesser pork- 
choppers, propagandists, ora tors, 
local o fficers and shop stewards

o f the CIO, com m itted to the sup­
po rt o f the President fo r  a fo u rth  
term , w i l l  be embarrassed in  our 
e ffo rts  to re-elect h im !”

The St. Louis un ion brothers 
underestim ate w h a t i t  takes to 
“ em barrass”  the “ top pork- 
choppers”  o f the CIO. P h ilip  
M u rra y  and his lieutenants ! 
haven’t  been “ embarrassed”  by 
Roosevelt’s wage freeze, his 
s tr ikeb rea k ing  p lan t seizures, his 
call fo r  un iversa l forced labor by 
law, the p ro -corpora tion  policies 
o f his W LB  and N L R B , his sup­
po rt o f the Baruch-Hancock m on­
opoly “ g ra b -a ll”  plan, his com­
plete fa ilu re , a fte r  a ll his dema­
gogic promises, to make any 
fig h t aga inst the w a r pro fiteers.-

In fac t, according to  the 
tes tim ony o f W illia m  Green, and 
never denied by the CIO offic ia ls , 
the W M C decree was “ developed 
bv the m anagem ent-labor com­
m ittee  o f the W M C ”  on w hich sits 
C lin ton Golden, P h ilip  M u rra y ’s 
personal representative in  th a t 
body.

I f  the CIO w orkers were sup­
p o rtin g  and b u ild in g  a genuine 
independent labor p a rty  and back­
ing  rea l labo r candidates, then 
the “ top porkchoppers and lesser 
porkchoppers”  would no t always 
have to be “ embarrased in our 
e ffo r ts  to ree lect”  the c a p ita lis t 
demagogue Roosevelt.

>}: >-c

The chief com pla ints these days 
of the CIO offic ia ldom  are being 
directed against Roosevelt’s labor 
re la tions agencies, p a rtic u la r ly  
the N L R B  and W LB . O nly recent­
ly  the CIO Executive Council 
issued one o f its  ty p ic a l reso lu­
tions in  which a ll its  “ whereases”  
are a b itin g  condemnation o f the 
W LB , w h ile  its  “ the re fo re ”  con­
cludes w ith  a pledge o f “ complete 
support”  to th a t same body.

The CIO statem ent charges 
th a t the W LB  is “ b land ly con­
tin u in g  the present na tiona l 
wage freeze although the cost of 
liv in g  lias risen above the 15 
percent allowance o f the L it t le  
Stn-1 fo rm u la ;”  th a t “ the wage 
bracket system resulted in rates 
much low er than those established 
through co llective ba rga in ing  and 
threatened to destroy such ba r­
g a in in g ;”  th a t “ th,e Board had 
abdicated its  a u th o r ity  to  the 
wage s tab iliza tion  d iv is ion  which 
a rro g a n tly  has assumed fina l 
a u th o rity  over a ll wage prob­
lem s;" and th a t “ in te rm inab le  
delays in the board’s procedure 
have made a m ockery o f any re ­
lie f  to  be obtained th rough  reso rt 
to the board.”

H a v ing  thus shown th a t the 
W LB  exists to clamp the wage 
freeze on the w orkers, impose 
wage cuts and destroy collective 
ba rga in ing , th a t i t  has no 
a u th o r ity  anyw ay and i t  is a 
•‘m ockery”  to go before it ,  the 
CIO skates w ind up by ca llin g  fo r  
“ complete suppo rt”  fo r  the W LB  
“ as an agency which m ust be 
continued to resolve in a peace­
fu l m anner the in d u s tria l disputes 
between m anagement and labo r.”

T h is  “ peaceful m anner”  o f the 
W LB , s trange ly  enough, accord­
ing to  M u rray , has served on ly 
“ to provoke labor and to cause 
po litica l confusion and na tiona l 
unrest.”  The “ po litica l confusion”  
tha t the CIO bureaucrats fea r is 
the w orkers ’ increasing awareness 
o f the an ti- la bo r character of 
Roosevelt’s agencies fo r  con­
tro ll in g  labor and th e ir  g row ing 
understand ing tha t the “ friend  of 
labo r”  in  the W h ite  House is in 
re a lity  the fr ie n d  exclusive ly o f 
W a ll S treet and B ig  Business.

One of our agents in Seattle 
voices our oft-repeated request 
th a t a ll branches, a ll readers of 
The M i l i t a n t ,  con tribu te  th e ir  
ideas and new experiences so that, 
they m ay be u tilized by others:

“ W hat the branches are doing 
and w hat workers th in k  of our 
paper is what we in  the field want 
to know. And th a t is w hat the 
‘M il ita n t  A rm y ' te lls  us. Also, 
a very im p o rtan t aspect of the 
column is the new ideas on how 
to  d is tribu te , how to sell subs to 
T he  M i l i t a n t ,  etc. Branches should 
send in  a l l  new experiences and 
try -ou t ideas they have on getting 
T he M i Mt a n t  in to  the hands of 
new readers.”

* * *
O ur agent in P lentywood, M on­

tana, w rites : “ I am going to stop 
g iv in g  papers away. M.v op in ion 
is th a t I w i l l  get more subs.”  
T h is  op in ion has been substan­
tia ted by the receipt of three 
1-year subscrip tions and one 6- 
m onth sub to T he M i l i t a n t  from  
th is  area.

*  •  *

A  subscriber in  Cleveland not

on ly  renewed his subscrip tion to 
T he M i l i t a n t  but sent us a much 
appreciated con tribu tion  of $2 to 
be used in  ge tting  tlie  paper in to  
the hands of more workers.

* * *
The fo llow ing  excerpts from  

le tte rs  sent us by readers hold 
The. M i l i t a n t  in  high esteem: 

SAN FRANCISCO: “ T lie  paper 
is w onderfu l and ge tting  better 
a ll the tim e. You know, once I 
used to read The M i l i t a n t  out of 
duty, now I enjoy it ,  p a rtic u la r ly  
Jackson's column, 'The Negro 
S truggle.’ But the whole paper 
has im proved.”

* * *
A  subscriber in  Reading is jo y ­

ous at K e lly  Postal's release and 
expresses a hope fo r the ea rly  re­
lease of the IS:

“ I t  made me feel very  good to 
hear about K e lly  Postal's release. 
I t  would rea lly  be wonderfu l now 
i f  a ll the C iv il R ights Defense 
Committee w o rk  and united 
strength of the unions would 
push the ro tten  a d m in is tra tion  so 
th a t they wiLl have to release 
the 18.”

San F rancisco:
“ These 15 subs ^
are a result o f Sunday's w ork in Oakland. This w o rk  was done in a 
w ork ing-c lass neighborhood, where the m a jo r ity  w orks in  shipyards 
in  the Bay area. We w i l l  devote another Sunday to th is  Oakland 
w ork, and then w i l l  d raw  up a re p o rt on our experiences there . . . 
The na tiona l scores look w onderfu l. San Francisco is go ing to  double 
its  quota o f 150, we are sure.”

M inneapo lis : “ These 19 subs should c e rta in ly  p u t us over the 
100 percent m ark. Ten o f these subs were obtained by comrades who 
w ent out fo r  door-to-door w o rk  Sunday m orn ing . We expect to sell 
qu ite  a few  m ore subs.”

Rochester: “ We are go ing  from  door-to-door in  a few  days, bu t 
our w o rk in g  hours h inder us some. The subs sell easily. W hen we 
are away to w o rk  and anyone comes to  the door, the children t r y  to 
sell them a sub. They have sold several th is  w ay.”

D e tro it :  “ Y ou’ll see th a t one o f our subs is fro m  A tla n ta , Geor­
gia. T h is  was obtained fro m  a colored sa ilo r on one o f the ships 
here. Subs keep com ing in. W e’l l  have 700 by Sunday, and probably 
m ore.”

Queens Branch (N ew  Y o rk  L o c a l): “ Over one-th ird  o f ou r 90 
subs have come fro m  the fac to ries , la y in g  the basis fo r  an exten­
sion o f the p a r ty ’s in fluence in the shops.”

M ilw aukee : “ In  tw o  hours o f house-to-house canvassing Sun­
day m orn ing , three comrades and a s ix teen-year old sym path ize r 
secured 8 subs. Because o f the success o f our door-to-door w o rk  I ’ve 
been authorized to order more sub blanks. W e mean to re a lly  go 
over.”

Los A ngeles: “ 400 more to  make a thousand! T ha t is now our
slogan. . . The im portance o f ou r subs cam paign cannot be over­
estim ated. We are broadening ou r base, and sending our best o rgan­
izer, The M ilita n t,  in to  the homes o f hundreds o f w orkers  once evefy 
week. The experiences o f the comrades who have worked hard in 
th is  cam paign reveal a s h ift  in  the p o lit ic a l consciousness o f the 
w orkers  and p a rtic u la r ly  o f the  Negro w orkers .”

*  *  *

O nly one week le f t  before the o ffic ia l te rm in a tio n  o f the cam paign. 
L e t ’s f in is h  w ith  every branch a t least 100 percent!

Lyttelton “ E rror” 
Embarrasses Allies

(Continued from  page 1)

Am erican Chamber o f Commerce 
in  London, O live r L y tte lto n , B r i t ­
ish M in is te r o f P roduction and a 
key f ig u re  in  C h u rc h ill’s W ar 
Cabinet, le t s lip  one o f those dam­
ag ing  a ffirm a tio n s  th a t causes 
considerable scu rry in g  in  depart­
ments o f s tate and chancelleries.

“ Japan was provoked in to  a t ­
tack ing  the Am ericans a t Pearl 
H a rbo r,”  asserted L y tte lto n . “ I t  
is a traves ty  on h is to ry  ever to 
say th a t A m erica was forced in to  
the w ar. Everyone knows where 
Am erican sym path ies were. I t  is 
incorrect to  say th a t A m erica was 
ever tru ly  neu tra l, even before 
A m erica came in to  the w ar on an 
a ll-ou t f ig h t in g  basis.”

Q u ick ly  the emergency crews 
were m ustered to re p a ir the dam ­
age. London issued o ffic ia l d is­
cla im ers and vehem ently disas­
sociated its e lf  fro m  L y tte lto n ’s 
statem ent. Secretary o f State 
H u ll, ta k in g  an unprecedented 
step, fo rm a lly  and p u b lic ly  d is ­
avowed the t ru th  o f the em bar­
rassing adm ission. L y t t e l t o n  
m eekly and h a s tily  issued a re ­
tra c tio n — he hadn’t  m eant w ha t 
he said bu t som eth ing else, the 
fa u lt  was “ one o f expression and 
not o f in te n tio n .”  The bourgeois 
press rushed its  own vo lun teer

aids to  the scene o f the damage, 
b e little d  and dismissed the in c i­
dent as a “ f lu f f . ”

U n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the peace o f 
m ind o f the “ dem ocratic”  sta tes­
men, such “ f lu f f s ”  have had a 
d is tu rb ing , no t to  say nei’ve- 
w rack ing , recurrence. They have 
sprung fo r th , in  one fo rm  o r an­
other, fro m  the lip s  o f men whose 
utterances are not to be dismissed 
lig h tly .

La s t A p r i l there was the “ f l u f f ”  
made by L ieu tenan t General P a t­
ton, who spread consternation 
th rou gh  a ll the o ffic ia l quarters 
when he procla im ed to  a B r it is h  
audience th a t “ undoubtedly i t  is 
our [read : W a ll S tree t’s] destiny 
to ru le  the w o rld .”  The fra n t ic  
e ffo r ts  on the p a rt o f the A m e r­
ican and B r it is h  governm ent to 
cover up th is  s lip  provided a sev­
en-days d isp lay o f d ip lom atic  
gym nastics.

A ga in , the ca p ita lis t press has 
long since buried fro m  p r in t,  but 
not fro m  m em ory, th a t s tatem ent 
o f the la te  S ecre tary o f N avy 
K nox in  w h ich he b lu s te rin g ly  
procla im ed the w a r aims o f A m e r­
ican im peria lism  to  “ police the 
w o rld  fo r  a hundred years.”

C h urch ill h im se lf, under the im ­
pact o f the cris is  in  Ind ia  and 
in a supreme m om ent o f unre­
stra ined arrogance, b lu n tly  d is-

resum ption o f c iv ilia n  production 
on t lie  1939 level —  a re la tiv e ly  
h igh one —  w ill mean there  w i l l  
be between 15 and 20 m illio n  un ­
employed. The Federal Reserve 
B u lle tin  says th a t in  order to  con- 
lin e  unem ploym ent to a “ no rm a l”  
2,000,000 i t  w il l be necessary to 
produce and consume 170 b illio n  
do lla rs  w orth  o f goods and ser­
vices instead o f the 108 b illions  
v.i 1939.
W H A T  T H E  C A TC H  IS

The U n ited  A utom obile  W orker
estim ates th a t on the basis o f an 
equitab le  d is tr ib u tio n  o f an in ­
come o f 170 b illio n  it  would mean 
th a t the average fa m ily  would 
receive #3,500 a year which, com­
puted on the basis o f a 40 hour 
week fo r  52 weeks is about $1.65 
an hour. These figu res  are no t at 
a ll im possib'e. W r it in g  on the 
problem in PM , I.  F . Stone points 
out th a t: “ W e are c u rre n tly  p ro ­
ducing 200 b illio n  do lla rs  w o rth  
o f goods and services fo r  w a r and 
c iv ilia n  use. There is no doubt 
tha t we can produce m uch more 
than 170 b illio n  do lla rs w o rth  of 
goods and services in peacetime. 
The catch is w hether we have 
sense enough to  get these goods 
and services d is tribu ted  and con­
sumed.”

“ To reach these goals,”  w rite s  
Stone, “ wo w ill have to  w ipe out 
th a t one-th ird  i l l  clothed, i l l  fed, 
i l l  housed.”  In  order to achieve 
a h igh level o f p rospe rity , he goes 
on, “ we need to measure our do­
m estic m arke t, not in term s o f 
w ha t people can buy, but o f w hat 
they need”  and adds th a t such a 
ra tio na l o rgan iza tion  o f the 
means o f production and d is tr ib ­
u tion  “ is not incom patib le w ith  
p riva te  en te rp rise .”  We have here 
an eloquent example o f the mud- 
dleheadedness o f the libe ra ls  and 
labo r “ statesmen.”  The p ro f i t  m o­
tive  lies a t the ve ry  he a rt o f the 
“ p riva te  en te rp rise ”  system which 
could not ex is t w ith o u t it .  C a p ita l­
ism , the p r iva te  ownership o f the 
means o f production, d is tr ib u tio n  
and exchange is com ple te ly in d if ­
fe ren t to  the “ needs”  o f the peo­
p le , and w i l l  produce O N L Y  fo r  
p ro fit.

“ F R E E  E N T E R P R IS E ”

When people are unable to 
“ buy” , fac to rie s  shut down and 
the wheels o f in d u s try  cease tu rn ­
ing. Mass unem ploym ent, insecur­
i t y  and w a n t in t lie  m id s t o f po­
te n tia l p len ty  are phenomena pe­
cu lia r to the “ free  en te rp rise ”  
system. Under the c a p ita lis t sys­
tem o f p roduction re la tiv e ly  fu l l

em ploym ent is possible on ly  fo r  
w ar. B ut the fac ts  cited above 
would seem to ind ica te th a t 
Am erican productive capacity  has 
expanded so enorm ously th a t we 
are approaching the stage of 
“ over p roduction”  even o f the in ­
strum ents and m a te ria ls  o f de­
s truction . G row th  o f unem ploy­
ment in the m idst o f w a r bodes 
i l l  fo r  th a t v is ion o f abundance 
th a t the prophets o f the “ free en­
te rp rise ”  system pro ject.

Only by free ing  tlie  forces o f 
production from  the le tte rs  o f p r i­
vate ow nership can the vis ion of 
abundance come true . B ut th a t 
would mean the end o f the “ free 
en terprise”  system o f production 
fo r  p ro fit  and the in troduc tion  of 
(he socia list system o f production 
fo r  use. To “ suggest”  otherw ise 
is to  foo l the people, to  mislead 
them, to be g u ilty  o f demagogy 
which is the worst poison spread 
in the labor movement.

TH E WORKERS  
AMO THE SECOND 

W ORLD WAR

A Speech by

JAMES P. CANNON
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P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y ork  C ity

By A rt Preis
Events since the most recent 

and con trovers ia l instances o f 
governm ent p lan t seizures, in ­
vo lv ing  the M ontgom ery W ard 
plants in Chicago and S pring fie ld , 
HI., have dem onstrated most 
c lea rly  th a t these seizures were 
not undertaken by Roosevelt to 
protect labo r’s in terests, but th a t 
they have, in fac t, strengthened 
the hand o f the openshop com­
pany against the workers.

The im m edia te issue o f the 
Chicago con troversy was the 
re fusa l o f Sewell L. A ve ry , 
M ontgom ery W ard head, to com­
p ly  w ith  the W a r Labo r Board 
d irectives to  extend t lie  union 
con tract pending an N L R B  elec­
tion . The im m ediate e ffec t o f the 
seizure, however, was on ly  to 
break the s tr ike . The w orkers 

1 tied th e ir  hands once m ore and 
looked tru s t in g ly  to  Roosevelt 
who had assured them  th a t once 

; the un ion dem onstrated i t  re ­
presented a m a jo r ity  A ve ry  
would g ive them  a con tract.

W H A T  H A P P E N E D

In  ac tu a lity , A v e ry  n o t on ly 
has refused to sign a con tract 
a fte r  the un ion won an N L R B  
election, he successfully defied the 
W LB  d irec tive  to  extend the 
e x is tin g  con tract p r io r  to  the 
election. Even w h ile  t lie  "o ve rn - 
m,?nt was in  fo rm a l con tro l, the 
W ard managem ent continued to 
fire  w orkers and union leaders, 
to cut the helpless? un ion to 
pieces.

Now  the fac ts  have cmne to 
l ig h t  to expose the rea l fra u d  o f 
th is  seizure. As W ayne T ay lo r, 
U ndersecre tary o f Commerce and 
ch ie f governm ent agent in the 
seizure revealed before a House 
in ve s tig a tin g  com m ittee recent­
ly , the governm ent never did 
contro l t lie  operations o f the 
p lan t. T a y lo r never even secured 
the books o f the company. “ The 
tru th  is you never did operate 
tlie  p la n t? ”  asked Congressman 
Ramspeck.

T a y lo r rep lied : “ In  term s of 
actual operations as I understand 
it .  the answer is we did not.”

The contro l and p ro fits  o f the 
company were a c tu a lly  protected 
by the governm ent. W hat the 
w orkers received was in d ig n a n tly  
stated before the same hearing  
by Leo Goodman, W ashington 
representa tive  o f the CIO U nited 
R eta il, W holesale ami D e pa rt­
ment Store Em ployes, who b it te r ­
ly  com plained th a t the seizure 
had not b rough t tire  benefits 
ordered by the W LB , th a t t lie  
governm ent had not prevented 
the company fro m  con tinu ing  its  
un ion-busting  policies and th a t, 
in fa c t, “ the union has been 
betrayed by the D epartm ent of 
Commerce.”  M ore co rrec tly , he 
should have said betrayed by 
Roosevelt and the union o ffic ia ls  
who applauded the seizure.

closed the fraud  o f the “ A tla n tic  
C harte r,”  when he declared be­
fore P a rliam e n t: “ I  have no t be­
come the K in g ’s f i r s t  m in is te r to 
preside over the liqu id a tio n  o f the 
B r it is h  E m p ire .”

These “ f lu f f s ”  arc no t needed 
to disclose the p reda to ry  and re ­
actiona ry  a im s o f the w a rr in g  
ca p ita lis t powers. T lie  unprece­
dented scope o f th e ir  secret d ip ­
lomacy, th e ir  support o f the m ost 
reac tiona ry  and discred ited re ­
gimes in the conquered te rr ito r ie s , 
th e ir  oppression o f colonial peo­
ples su ffic ie n tly  reveal th e ir  true  
purposes. A l l  th a t these “ f lu f f s ”  
lay bare is the brazen arrogance 
o f the spokesmen o f the cap ita lis t 
ru lers, who th in k  themselves so 
secure, so pow erfu l, th a t on occa­
sion they defy the f i r s t  law  o f 
th e ir  own diplom acy —  never to 
depart fro m  the lie.
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I Now the fa rce  is being repeated 
| in A v e ry ’s Hum m er M an u fac tu r­

ing  Co. p lan t at S pring fie ld . Here 
the governm ent took over a fte r  
a 16 day s tr ik e  called when t lie  
W LB  fo r nine months fa iled  to 
enforce its  d irectives o rde ring  
A v e ry  to sign a maintenance o f 
m embership contract. The s tr ike  
is broken, bu t A v e ry  has signed 
no contract.

A l l  t lie  a rm y o ffic ia ls  have 
done is “ restore order.”  They 
repo rt “ production is no rm a l,”  
and the Secretary o f W ar, by the 
term s o f the seizure order, w i l l  
fo rm a lly  restore the p lan ts w ith in  
a lim ite d  tim e to the com pany—  
which has never ceased to con tro l 
operations and make its  p ro fits .

B u t the a rm y lias no t enforced 
the W LB  d irective . PM, M ay 24, 
reported: “ A rm y  men here in s is t 
they took over the  p lan t to  
restore production, not to  enforce 
a W LB  order. I f  the W LB  order 
is to  be enforced, say A rm y  men 
here, i t  is no t up to  them to  act 
as policemen. There fore the 
question as to how M ontgom ery 
W ard is to  be forced to  obey the 
W LB  is s t i l l  unanswered.”  B u t 
the a rm y o ffic ia ls  can and do act 
as policemen in d r iv in g  the w o rk ­
ers back to w o rk  a t bayonet po in t 
to enforce governm ent orders 
against the workers.

P R E V IO U S  S E IZU R E S

I t  is obvious th a t the W ard  
seizures do not d if fe r  essentia lly  
from  cases where the govern­
m ent’s actions were openly fo r  
the purpose o f s trike -b reak ing . 
In the N o rth  Am erican seizure in 
1941, th is  was so apparent as to  
evoke the public condemnation 
even o f P h ilip  M u rra y . Troops 
marched in , smashed the p icke t 
lines w ith  th e ir bayonets, in ju r in g  
several workers, herded the 
s tr ik e rs  back in to  the p lan t and 
then acted as the armed overseers 
fo r fhc company.

T h is  was too crude. T lie  ro le 
o f the ca p ita lis t governm ent as 
the d irec t agent o f the owners 
was too apparent. Subsequent 
seizures have been more subtle, 
in vo lv ing  the a ttem p t to  make 
the workers believe th a t the gov­
ernm ent has removed the p riva te  
management, th a t i t  is ru n n in g  a 
p lan t in the in te rests o f the 
“ pub lic ”  and not. the p ro fits  o f the 
owners, and th a t the w orkers are 
no longer to il in g  fo r  the bosses 
bu t “ fo r  the governm ent”  as an 
“ im p a r t ia l”  agency.

When the governm ent took over 
the mines du ring  las t yea r’s 
s trikes, there was no use o f 
troops a t a ll. Roosevelt s im p ly  
decreed th a t the mines were gov­
ernm ent p ro pe rty  and th a t any­
one who s truck  was “ s tr ik in g  
aga inst the governm ent.”  John 
L . Lew is h im se lf fo r t if ie d  th is  
idea when he made cancella tion 
o f the s tr ike  conditiona l on the 
continued operation o f the mines 
under the fo rm a l contro l o f the 
governm ent. The governm ent, 
however, in th is  instance was the 
m ine operators, whom the ad­
m in is tra tio n  appointed as the 
governm ent representatives. As 
the undeceived m iners pu t it ,  gov­
ernm ent contro l was “ the same 
old lady in a new dress.”  (The 
M ilita n t, M ay 8, 1943.)

S IM IL A R  D E V IC E

A  s im ila r device was used to  
prevent the threatened general 
ra i l s tr ike  la s t December. Roose­
ve lt “ took over”  the ra ilroads 
s im p ly  by s ta tin g  they were gov­
ernm ent p rope rty  and appo in ting  
seven ra ilroa d  presidents, w ith  
brand-new o ffice r commissions 
as the governm ent’s agents. Th is 
provided the p re te x t fo r  union 
o ffic ia ls  to call o f f  the s tr ik e  w ith  
the excuse th a t the w orkers could 
no t “ s tr ike  against the govern­
m ent.”

Thus, an exam ination o f the 
actual operations and conse­
quences o f governm ent p lan t 
seizures— alm ost a score o f them  
in  the past three years— show 
they have in va ria b ly  b rought 
three p rinc ipa l concrete an ti- la bo r 
resu lts : 1. They have broken 
strikes and weakened the b a rga in ­
ing  powers o f the unions; 2. They 
have w h ittled  down the gains 
which the workers were in a posi­
tion  to  w in  by c a rry in g  th e ir  
s trugg les ih rough  to  the end; 
3. T h e y  have strengthened and 
protected the p ro fit and p rope rty  
in terests o f the employers.

The workers m ust leam  to  see 
through the fraud  o f governm ent 
p lan t seizures by Roosevelt. They 
m ust refuse to have any p a rt in  
ca llin g  on the c a p ita lis t govern­
m ent to defend th e ir  in terests. 
Labo r’s in te rests can on ly be 
safeguarded by the w orkers 
themselves, th rough  th e ir  own 
weapons o f organized inde­
pendent mass s trugg le  both on 
the economic and p o lit ic a l fields.

By Joseph K e lle r



SATURDAY, JULY 1, 1944 T H E  M I L I T A N T T H R E E

Wall Street Plutocrats Control Nation's Press
By Ralph Graham

W hen w orkers o f the M ontgom ery W ard 
m a il o rder company w ent out on s tr ike  in 
Chicago recently, to force the s ign ing o f a 
new con tract to  preserve th e ir  wage stand­
ards and w o rk ing  conditions, a lm ost the 
en tire  c a p ita lis t press lined up aga inst the 
s tr ik e rs — as was to be expected. Am ong 
t lie  g reat da ily  newspapers which took p a rt 
in  the cam paign against the s tr ik in g  w o rk ­
ers was the Chicago D a ily  News, in w h ich 
the la te Col. F rank  Knox, Roosevelt’s sec­
re ta ry  o f the navy, was the p rinc ip a l stock­
holder.

B u t how m any o f the W ard s tr ike rs  were 
aware o f the fa c t th a t Sewell L . A ve ry , 
p resident o f M ontgom ery W ard, was and 
is a d irec to r o f th is  b ig  Chicago newspa­
per, besides being president o f the U. S. 
Gypsum Company and a d ire c to r o f U . S. 
Steel, w h ich like  the m a il o rder house i t ­
se lf are numbered among the in te rests o f 
the g reat banking house o f M organ ?

T h is  in te r lo ck in g  o f b ig  ca p ita lis t cor­
porations w ith  a s ing le  newspaper en ter­
prise is cha racte ris tic  o f the press as a ! 
whole. The press o f A m erica is owned by, 
and serves the in te rests of, B ig  Business. 
W h ile  pre tend ing  a ne ve r-fla gg ing  concern 
fo r  the pub lic  weal, in  re a lity  i t  serves 
the  sm all p lu toc ra tic  m in o r ity  w h ich rules 
A m erica.

The public press, like  the rad io , the 
movies and the church, is an in s tru m en t o f 
ca p ita lis t propaganda and o f c a p ita lis t ru le  
-—the ru le  o f the t in y  e xp lo itin g  m in o r ity  
over the vast exp lo ited m a jo rity . I ts  fun c ­
tio n  is to g lo r ify  and defend cap ita lism , | 
and to  befuddle and in tim id a te  the v ic tim s 
o f cap ita lism , the w orkers, the producers 
o f a ll social w ealth .

Today, in the m idst o f the preda to ry w ar, 
in  which the ca p ita lis t p lu tocra ts are co in­
in g  new and immense fortunes from  the 
blood and agony o f the common people, not 
a day passes but w hat the press o f the 
S ix ty  Fam i'ies a ttacks the w orkers fo r  th e ir  
“ selfishness”  in  t ry in g  to  m a in ta in  th e ir 
hard-won liv in g  standards in  face o f the 
greedy assaults o f th e ir  exp lo ite rs.

The p lu tocra tic  press believes there m ust 
be sacrifices in the in te res t o f the w a r e f­
fo r t— provided the sacrifices are a ll made 
by the workers. I t  ju s tif ie s  the huge w ar 
p ro fits  o f the m onopolistic corpora tions and 
u n fa il in g ly  springs to  th e ir  defense when­
ever there Ls an exposure o f w a r frauds. 
I t  opposes inves tiga tions  o f these frauds 
bu t always clam ors fo r  inves tiga tions  o f 
trade unions and th e ir  funds. I t  spearheads 
every reactionary  a ttack  on the labor move­
m ent and its  o rgan izations. In  p a rtic u la r, it  
favo rs  and presses fo rw a rd  the cam paign 
fo r  a N a tiona l Service A c t —  Am erican 
coun te rpart o f the N a z i-fasc is t slave labor 
laws —- in order to s tra it ja c k e t the w o rk ing - 
class and prevent i t  from  f ig h t in g  fo r  its 
r ig h ts .

Jus t as the g re a t banking house o f J. P. 
M organ owns o r con tro ls  a la rge  p a rt o f 
the cou n try ’s heavy industries  —  inc lud ing 
U. S. Steel and General M otors —  and 
m any secondary industries  as w e ll, so, too, 
i t  holds a lead ing place in ownership or 
con tro l o f the press.

J. P.  M organ’s Network

Am ong the p rinc ip a l press in te rests  o f 
J. P. M organ and Co. is T im e, Inc., pub­
lishers o f the w eekly news magazine T im e, 
w h ich consis ten tly  fo llow s  the line  laid 
down by B ig  Business, Fortune, w h ich  is 
among the leading exponents o f the in ­
terests o f the S ix ty  Fam ilies , and L ife , 
the w ide ly -c ircu la ted  p ic tu re  magazine. 
Ownership o f the T im e properties is shared 
by the M organ in te rests w ith  the Rockefel­
lers and o ther b ig  business concerns.

In  many cases, ownership o r con tro l o f 
newspapers and other publications is con­
cealed or cam ouflaged, because i f  certa in  
publications were known o r easily id e n ti­
fied as mouthpieces o f big c a p ita lis t in te r ­
ests they would la rge ly  lose th e ir  value 
and effectiveness.

Contro l o f newspapers no t owned ou t­
r ig h t  is e ffected by ownership o r con tro l 
o f adve rtis ing  sources or by d irec t sub­
vention. An example o f the la tte r  on a 
grand sca'e was revealed before the f i r s t

T he  L ie  M a c h in e

w orld  w a r in a governm ent inves tiga tion  
o f the bankrupt New Haven R ailroad, a 
M organ p rope rty . I t  was shown th a t more 
than one thousand New England newspa­
pers were on the New Haven pa y ro ll fo r  
about $400,000 annua lly . The purpose o f 
th is  huge subvention —  “ b rib e ry ”  would 
be a more accurate te rm  —  was to  enable 
M organ to u tiliz e  the newspapers in a cam­
paign to unload a lo t o f questionable stock 
on unsuspecting investors.

Thomas H. Lam ont, M org an ’s pa rtne r, 
is  re lated to the G ardner Cowles fa m ily  
which owns the Des Moines R egister and 
the T ribune -C ap ita l, as w e ll as the M in ­
neapolis S ta r and various rad io  stations. 
Th is is an example o f in d ire c t M organ con­

tro l over the so-called organs o f “ public 
op in ion.”  A ll three papers, as w e ll as many 
others in which the House o f M organ is 
in terested, speak the language o f B ig  B us i­
ness and stand in  the f ro n t  ranks o f every 
a ttack on the labor movement. S t il l an­
o ther M organ newspaper en terprise is the 
reactionary  New Y ork  Sun which is tied 
to the g re a t banking house th rough  an 
ou tstand ing loan o f m any m illio ns  o f do l­
la rs fro m  M organ ’s G uaranty  T ru s t Com­
pany.

The House o f M organ exerts an u b iq u it­
ous influence even over press organs and 
press ac tiv itie s  w h ich i t  does not own or 
con tro l. To the desk o f Thomas W . Lam ont 
a t 23 W a ll S treet, re la tes Ferd inand Lund-

berg in his thorough and a u th o rita tive  book, 
A m erica 's  S ix ty  Fam ilies, come newspapers, 
magazines, and books fro m  a ll over the 
world . Relevant passages have been m arked 
by a s ta f f  o f readers, w o rks in  fo re ign  la n ­
guages transla ted . “ Lam on t reads and eva­
luates pra ise and dispra ise o f J. P. M organ 
and Company; then the m a te ria l is filed . 
Sometimes he enters in to  personal corre­
spondence w ith  w r ite rs  and ed ito rs ; some- 
lim es he sends out a le tte r  fo r  pub lica tion ; 
sometimes he suggests th a t a th ird  p a r ty  
make denial, emendation, a ffirm a tio n .

“ A t  least h a lf  o f La m en t’s contact w ith  
the surround ing w orld  is w ith  publishers, 
w rite rs  th a t ca te r to mass audiences, news­
papermen, and editors.' Am ong the m any 
Lam ont li te ra ry  and jo u rn a lis tic  frien ds  are 
W a lte r L ippm ann, who w en t w ith  h im  on a 
t r ip  to  the N ear E ast in  1931 and who has 
fo rw arded  in his n a tio n a lly  syndicated col­
umn many theses th a t W a ll S tree t financia l 
w r ite rs  had p re v io us ly  heard, o ften  s im ­
ila r ly  phrased, from  the lip s  o f Lam on t. . . ; 
E dw in  L. James, m anag ing e d ito r o f the 
New Y o rk  T im es; and M rs. Ogden Reid of 
tlie  New Y ork  H era ld -T ribune .

“ W rite rs  o f s tand ing and repute no t per­
sonally acquainted w ith  Lam on t w i l l  some­
tim es receive an in v ita tio n  to  lunch w ith  

j him , and w ill learn fro m  h im  w here in  they 
| have erred in rev iew ing  a ce rta in  book, in 

w r it in g  a preface, o r in  composing an es- 
i say th a t m entions J. P. M organ and Com- 
I pany or one o f its  m any enterprises or 
1 friends. They w ill be asked to  re tra c t, and, 

fa il in g  to  com ply, they may count upon 
M organ h o s tility  to m an ifes t its e lf  v is ib ly  
in  various pa rts  of. the m agazine and book­
pub lish ing w o rld .”

Contro l in th is  sphere is exercised 
th rough  the M organ in te res t in  the  Crowell 
P ub lish ing Company w h ich  publishes The 
A m erican Magazine, The C oun try  Home, 
C o llie r’s W eekly and the W om an’s Home 
Companion, a ll w ith  huge na tion a l c ircu la - 

I tions. The M organ in te res t in  C row ell is 
j represented by D ire c to r A . H . Locke tt, who 

is also a d irec to r o f Newsweek, owned by 
the A s to r-T Ia rrim an -M e llon -W h itney-C he - 

! ney in terests.

L ike  the House o f M organ, the House o f 
Rockefe ller, the House o f D upont and the 
o ther b ig  ca p ita lis t fam ilies  have numerous 
d irec t and in d ire c t in te rests in the press. 
There was a tim e, in the n ineteenth cen­
tu ry  and even as la te  as the e a rly  p a rt 
o f the present cen tury , when there  existed 
a so-called “ fre e ”  and “ independent”  press. 
Some o f the papers in th is  ca tegory were 
o f the lib e ra l c a p ita lis t va rie ty .

B u t th a t was in the days of “ free com­
p e titio n .”  This era in the developm ent o f 
cap ita lism  has long since disappeared. M on­
opoly and the ru le  o f finance cap ita l have 
taken the place o f “ free com petition .”  Just 
as in  the realm  o f in d u s try  and business, 
cap ita l has become concentrated in  few e r 
and few e r hands, so, too, the press as a 
whole has fa llen  under the con tro l o f b ig  
capita l.

M onopolization o f the Press

D u rin g  the depression th a t preceded the 
present w a r boom more than one thousand 
d a ily  newspapers folded up and w ent out 
o f business o r disappeared th rou gh  m erger.

I The independent or lib e ra l press, free  o f 
any d irect ties w ith  B ig  Business, is no 
m ore —  i f  one excepts such feeble w eekly 
pub lica tions as The N a tion  and New Re­
public and perhaps the B a ltim o re  Sun. The 
Scripps-H ow ard chain, once noted fo r  its  
libe ra lism , is now an unabashed spokes­
man o f b ig  business and reaction .

The vocife rous and unanim ous support 
o f the w a r by the en tire  c a p ita lis t press 
is its e lf  tes tim ony to  the fa c t th a t th is  

i press is the organ o f B ig  Business, w h ich  
is the sole bene fic ia ry  o f the te rr ib le  
s laugh te r and destruction . Am erican cap i­
ta lism  is  bent on dom ina ting  the w orld  in  
order lo  m a in ta in  and increase its  super­
p ro fits . The job o f the press is to  “ se ll”  
th is  im p e ria lis t program  to  the w orkers, 
to make them  believe th a t the w ar is  be­
ing  fough t fo r  democracy and the “ Four 
Freedoms” , so th a t they w i l l  continue to 
o ffe r  up th e ir  blood and th e ir  lives on the 

. a lta r  o f ca p ita lis t greed.

Four British Trotskyists Convicted In 
Trial Under Notorious Anti-Union Law

(Continued from  page 1)

had h y p o c ritic a lly  w  a r  n e d 
against.

A s the case unfolded, 9 young 
apprentices fro m  Tyneside, aged 
18 to 20, were called to  te s t ify  
fo r  the governm ent. But they

JA IL E D

R O N A LD  T E A R S E

gave no aid or com fo rt to the 
prosecution. A l l  declared th a t 
they had gone on s tr ik e  on th e ir  
own in it ia t iv e  and respons ib ility  
w ith o u t being “ ag ita ted ”  or “ in ­
s tiga ted ”  by anyone.

The m a jo r ity  o f these w itness-

e :, under questioning’, declared 
th a t na tiona liza tion  o f the coal 
mines under w o rke rs ’ con tro l was 
the on ly solution to B r ita in ’s coal 
crisis. I t  was Labor M in is te r E r ­
nest B ovin ’s practice o f “ d ra ft ­
in g ’ ’ apprentices in the engineer­
ing trades fo r  w o rk  in the coal 
mines th a t led to the outbreak of 
apprentice strikes.

Bevin h im se lf, the tra ito ro u s  la ­
bor leader and member o f Church­
ill's  T o ry  governm ent, appeared 
as a witness against the T ro ts k y ­
ist ■ defendants. When questioned 
as to the governm ent’s re fusa l 
to negotiate w ith  the apprentices, 
thereby p ro long ing  the s trikes, 
Bevin said it  was the po licy o f 
the governm ent to negotiate on ly 
w ith  o ffic ia l bodies. Hence the 
re fusa l to have dealings w ith  the 
s tr ik in g  young w orkers. Bevin 
re fra ined from  observing th a t the 
apprentices were compelled to  o r­
ganize themselves because the es­
tablished trade union leadership 
had refused to organize or recog­
nize them.

J U R Y ’S V E R D IC T

H u rlin g  back in to  the tee th o f 
the ca p ita lis t cou rt the charge 
tha t the T ro tsky is ts  had “ conspir­
ed”  to b ring  about s trikes  and 
had engaged in “ in c it in g ”  w o rk ­
ers to down tools, the defendants 
charged the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  
and th e ir  T o ry  governm ent w ith  
consp iring  to ra ilroa d  the T ro t­
sky is ts  to prison sole ly because

they remained true to th e ir revo­
lu tio n a ry  socia list p rinc ip les and 
championed every s trugg le  o f the 
workers. They upheld the T ro t­
sky is t po licy as one o f uncondi­
tion a l support o f the w o rk in g - 
class, o r any section o f it, in any 
and every s trugg le  to im prove
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w ork ing-c lass conditions or dê  
fend w ork ing-c lass r ig h ts .

T R O T S K Y IS T  ANSW ERS

SWP APPEAL FOR SOLIDARITY 
FUND GETS QUICK RESPONSE

The campaign in itia te d  by the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  fo r  a 
$1000 S o lid a rity  Fund to aid our 
persecuted T ro ts k y is t co-th inkers 
in England has been spurred th is  
week by the announcement tha t 
the B rit is h  T o ry  governm ent has 
convicted, a fte r  a sum m ary tr ia l,  
fo u r leaders o f the B ritish  
R evo lu tionary Com m unist P a rty .

G reat in d ig na tion  has been 
aroused among the revo lu tiona ry  
and class-conscious workers in 
th is  country a t the outrageous 
fram sup  perpetra ted against our 
B rit is h  comrades, whose sole 
“ crim e”  is th e ir  loya l defense o f 
the in terests o f the workers and 
th e ir  uncom prom ising stand on 
beha lf o f th e ir  soc ia lis t convic­
tions.

IM M E D IA T E  RESPONSE

R e flec ting  th e ir  deep sen ti­
ments o f so lid a rity  w ith  the con­
victed B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts , the 
W est Side Branch o f the New 
Y o rk  Local subscribed its  fu l l  
quota o f $65 fo r  the S o lid a rity  
Fund in a few  m inutes a t its  
F r id a y  m eeting. A n additiona l 
to ta l o f $30 has already been re­
ceived fro m  New Haven, M il­
waukee, Quakertown, Reading, 
St. Louis and Dayton.

Just as the case o f the 18 im ­
prisoned T ro tsky is ts  in  th is  coun­

t r y  has become the focal po in t o f 
the fig h t fo r  la bo r’s dem ocratic 
r ig h ts , so the prosecution and 
conviction o f the fo u r  B rit is h  
T ro tsky is ts  has become the cen­
tra l issue o f w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  in 
the B r it is h  Isles.

T h e ir a rrest and t r ia l was con­
ducted in an unprecedented 
atm osphere o f ru lin g  class bias, 
prejudice and ju d ic ia l h o s tility . 
No labor case in years has so 
aroused the B r it is h  w orkers, who 
see in th is  fram eup a blow a t the 
r ig h ts  o f the en tire  w o rk ing  
class.

The profound e ffec t o f th is  case 
upon the in te rna tiona l labor I 
movement is read ily  appreciated ! 
by a ll m ilita n t and class consci- I 
ous workers. A blow against any 
section o f the labor and socialist 
movements anywhere in the world 
is an in ju ry  to a ll labor every­
where.

A m erican w o rke r m ilita n ts  can 
express th e ir  class s o lid a rity  w ith ’ 
the fo u r convicted B r i t i s h  
T ro tsky is ts  and th e ir  concern fo r  
the defense o f la bo r’s r ig h ts  no 
m a tte r where they arc vio lated, 
by c o n trib u tin g  to the S o lid a rity  
Fund fo r our B r it is h  co-workers. 
Send you r con tribu tions fo r  the 
fund to the Business M anager of 
The M ilita n t,  116 U n iv e rs ity  
Place, New  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Judge Cassels, p res id ing  over 
the cou rt in  w ig  and erm ine, ask­
ed the defendant Heaton Lee, 
"W h a t is a T ro ts k y is t? ”

Lee rep lied : “ The name T ro t ­
sky is t is  given to fo llow e rs  o f the 
ideas o f M arx , Engels, Lenin and 
T ro tsky . We are called T ro ts k y ­
is t to d iffe re n tia te  ourselves 
from  the S ta lin is ts , who are not 
Com m unists a t a il. ‘T ro ts k y is t ’ 
and ‘R evolu tionary C om m unist’ 
are synonymous term s.”

R egard ing the w ork ing-c lass 
demand fo r  na tion a liza tio n  o f the 
coal m ines, a demand v igorous ly  
pushed by the T ro tsky is ts , Pros­
ecutor Palcy Scott asked Lee: 

“ You knew the governm ent 
could no t na tiona lize  the mines in  
three weeks?”

Lee rep lied : “ I  believe i t  could 
be done. The m ines and a ll the 
social services o f Russia were na­
tionalized in  one week in  1917.”  

Paley S cott: “ B u t th a t was in 
the days o f T ro ts k y .”

Lee: “ Hear, hear!”
Roy Tearse also took the w i t ­

ness-stand and was asked by the 
prosecutor to  describe the M il i ­
ta n t W orke rs ’ Federation o f 
which he is na tiona l secretary. 
The M W F , he said, was form ed 
to coordinate the s trugg les o f the 
w ork ing-c lass, th rough  the trade 
unions and in the factories, and to 
render assistance to w orkers  on 
s tr ike .

Prosecutor Paley Scott asked: 
“ You w ant to shake the coun­
t r y ? ”

Tearse: “ I  w ant a socia lis t so­
c ie ty  in  B r ita in  and the w o rld , a

complete ove rtu rn  o f present-day 
society."

Jock Hasten, general secretary 
| o f the RCP, took the stand to  ad- j 
vocate the p a r ty  demand fo r  na- I 

I t ion a liza tio n  o f the m ines and a ll i 
other in du s try  under a system o f | 
w o rkers ’ con tro l, as a tra n s itio n a l i 
stage in the s trugg le  o f the w o rk- , 
ing-class fo r  socialism .

JCLASS B IA S  |

In  his charge to the ju ry . Judge 
Cassells’ e'ass bias was ill-con ­
cealed beneath the vestm ents o f 

I ju d ic ia l im p a rt ia lity .  By s lan ting  
his sum m ation o f the case favo r- 

ja b lv  fo r  the prosecution, he prac- 
| t ic a lly  inv ited  the ju ry  to b ring  
: in convictions.

Hasten pinned down th is  ob­
vious class bias when, fro m  the 

| p risoners’ dock, a fte r  the ve rd ic t 
had been announced, he addressed 
the cou rt to say:

“ I hope I have served my class : 
as w e ll as you have served 
you rs !”

W ith  heads lifte d  h igh , un­
daunted by the prospect o f long 

j prison term s, the fo u r  T ro ts k y ­
ists were marched o f f  to th e ir  I 
cells.

IS S U E  S T A T E M E N T

trade unions and o ther labor o r­
ganizations ever since i t  was w r i t ­
ten in to  law .

I t  has now been used, fo r (he 
f irs t tim e, against the T ro ts k y ­
ists. And those who have wielded 
(h is ju d ic ia l bludgeon are, qu ite 
cha rac te ris tica lly , E rnest Bevin,
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Before the iron  gates clanged 
behind them  they issued a sta te­
m ent to  th e ir  comrades outside 
who w i l l  c a rry  the banner o f T ro t­
skyism  in  th e ir  absence.

“ T h is  t r ia l  dem onstrates,”  the 
sta tem ent ran, “ th a t evidence or 
no evidence, the cap ita lis ts  w ill 
condemn the revo lu tion is ts . Such 
a fa te  w i l l  no t shake our fa ith  in 
the program  o f the F ou rth  In te r ­
na tional. We believe the w o rk ing  
class has no a lte rna tive  to  the 
leadership o f the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l in  the achievement o f its  
em ancipation. A t  th is  c r it ic a l 
ju n c tu re  in  the h is to ry  o f the 
RCP the m ain task o f our com­
rades is to close ranks and k n it 
the pa rty  together. O ur w a tch­
word m ust be: ‘U n ify  the ranks. 
B uild  the pa rty  fo r  the v ic to ry  
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.’ ”

The ju r y  b rough t in convictions 
on the charges o f “ fu r th e r in g , 
a id ing  and ab e ttin g ”  s trikes  made 
illeg a l by the Trade D isputes and 
Trade U nions A c t, bu t acquitted 
the defendants on the charges o f 
“ conspiracy”  and “ inc item ent.”

To the fo u r E ng lish  T ro ts k y ­
is t leaders belongs the d is tinc tio n  
o f being the f i r s t  representatives 
o f the B r it is h  w ork ing-c lass to 
be charged, tr ie d  and convicted 
under the Trade D isputes and 
Trade U nions A c t, which was 
passed by the T o ry  governm ent 
in 1927 fo llo w in g  the g rea t gen­
era l s tr ik e  o f the previous year.

A N T I-L A B O R  A C T

The purpose o f the A c t was to 
ham string  the labor movement by 
the th re a t o f severe penalties 
against those advocating o r ta k ­
ing  p a rt in  strikes. The A c t was 
denounced by the en tire  B r it is h  
labor movem ent and demands fo r  
its  repeal have been made by the

l A N N  K E E N

His M a jes ty ’s m ost loya l M in is te r 
o f Labor, and H e rbe rt M orrison, 
H is M a jes ty ’s most loya l M in is te r 
fo r  Home Security. There were 
other days, before they occupied 
th e ir  present m in is te r ia l posts in 
the T o ry  governm ent o f Chur­
ch ill, when Bevin and M orrison 
were among the loudest declaim - 
ers aga inst the very law  which 
they have now used to ra ilroad  
the T ro tsky is ts  to  prison. 1

Haston, Tearse, Lee and A nn 
Keen were arrested e a rly  in  A p r il 
to the accom panim ent o f a w ild  
cam paign o f slander and red­
b a itin g  conducted in the London 
T ory  and S ta lin is t press. S trikes 
were convuls ing the coun try  fro m  
end to end and the ne rvy ca p ita l­
is ts pretended to see behind th is  
g re a t wave o f renewed w o rk ing - 
class m ilita n c y  a s in is te r under- 

I ground p lo t w ith  “ fo re ign  funds”
I and a ll the rest o f the rigam aro le  
essential to the preparation o f a 
fram e-up. However, acqu itta l of 
the defendants on the “ con- 

Isp iracy”  and “ inc item ent”  charges 
has com plete ly exposed the 

j fraudulence o f the press cam- j 
paign and the fac t th a t the real 

j conspira tors and inc ite rs are th e ) 
cap ita lis t class, th e ir  governm ent I 
and th e ir  press.

R A B ID  C A M P A IG N

j E a rly  in  A p r i l,  w ith  the S ta lin - 
I ists po in ting  the way, M o rriso n ’s 
police raided RCP offices in  
London, Glasgow, Newcastle, (

I N o ttingham , W allsend and other i 
in du s tria l centers and carried out 
w ild  ra ids on homes o f p a rty  
members. The T o ry  press shouted 
w ith  glee: “ A ha ! — the con­
sp ira to rs  have been found. The

.T ro tsky is ts  are back o f a ll the 
s tr ikes .”

The arrests fo llow ed. Four 
T ro tsky is ts , innocent o f any crim e 
save th a t o f fig h tin g  fo r  the in ­
terests o f the w orkers against 
th e ir  exp lo ite rs and oppressors, 
are bei n g ra ilroaded lo  prison .

But Bevin and M orrison — and 
th e ir  m aster, C hurch ill — have 
m iscalculated. The T ro tsky is ts  
are not isolated “ consp ira tors.”  | 
The RCP is a p a rt o f the B r it is h  , 

I w ork ing-c lass movement, its  m il i­
ta n t spearhead, its  advanced 

I revo lu tiona ry  expression. The 
| t r ia l  has provoked a storm  o f 
protest th roughou t the ranks o f 
labor.

From  a ll quarters  comes sup­
p o r t  fo r  the com m ittee in charge 
o f the defense o f the fou r. The  
com m ittee is composed o f repre­
sentatives o f the broad labor 
movement, inc lud ing a numb t  ' 
o f p rom inent labor members of 
parliam ent. Bevin and M orrison 
sough to s tr ike  a blow aga inst i 
labor by ja il in g  tlie  T ro ts k y is t 
leaders. B ut they have stiured up 
the labo r movement, aroused the 
ind igna tion  o f the workers, and 
revealed themselves as the reac­
tio n a ry  tools of B r it is h  cap ita l- 1 
ism.

The viciousness o f the a ttack
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E R N E S T  B E V IN

on the T ro tsky is ts  is attested not 
on ly by the unbrid led smear cam­
paign in the Tory press, no t only 
by the arrests and the t r ia l ,  bu t 
by many a ttendan t circumstances.

E N G L IS H  “ D E M O C R A C Y ”

For 12 days a fte r  th e ir arrest 
the fou r T ro ts k y is t leaders were 
held in prison w ithou t ba il, and

when ba il was fin a lly  granted i t  
was made cond itiona l upon the 
defendants re p o rtin g  D A IL Y  a t 
a police sta tion.

In prison the defendants were 
treated like  common felons. A nn  
Keen, the on ly woman prisoner 
among the fo u r, was rude ly  
stripped o f her c lo th in g  by a 
woman m atron despite severe cold 
and the fac t th a t she had no t yet 
recovered from  an illness. A ll 
were subjected, despite the fa c t 
th a t they had not yet been tr ie d  
— much less convicted— to the 
harshest prison regim e w h ile  
a w a itin g  the tim e fo r  th e ir  cou rt 
a ppearance.

The C hurch ill goverm ent show­
ed a touching concern fo r  the 
fascist leader S ir Oswald Mosley 
and released him  from  prison on 
grounds o f illness— through the 
in s tru m e n ta lity  o f M in is te r M o r­
rison. N a tu ra lly  no such solic itude 
was shown fo r  the T ro ts k y is t 
prisoners.

C hurch ill freed Mosley over the 
outraged pro tests o f the B r it is h  
workers. The B ritish  w orkers 
w ill now s tr ive  to free the fo u r 
im prisoned T ro tsky is ts . They are 
a lready m oving in to  line  behind 
the defense com m ittee.

Who Are The 4 Trotskyists 
Jailed By Churchill-Bevin?

F our more names were added las t week to the 
long honor ro ll o f the fig h te rs  fo r labor and so­
cia lism  who have been fram ed up and convicted 
by the “ dem ocratic”  c a p ita lis t courts. The fo u r 
convicted B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts  have records of 
many years o f devoted service to  the E ng lish  
and in te rna tiona l labor movements.

5>—  ------------------------------------------------------------------------ (•)

JOCK HASTO N
<•>------------------------------------------------------------- — — -— <j.

JOCK H ASTO N , N a tiona l Secretary o f the 
R evo lu tionary Com m unist P a rty , has spent most 
o f his 32 years as an active p a rtic ip a n t in the 
class s trugg le  o f the B r it is h  workers. He has 
known hard to il since hip ea rlies t youth, w o rk ing  
as a seaman and a steeplejack. A t  the age o f 14 
he joined the Young Com m unist League, then a 
revo lu tiona ry  organ ization. A  union man to the 
bone, he pa rtic ipa ted  in every s trugg le  o f his 
union organizations.

He says o f h im se lf: “ I  have had m y head ba t­
tered before by the B r it is h  police. In  the depres­
sion days o f s trikes  I had a taste o f the s tru g ­
g le.”  Since 1938, he has been active in the T ro t­
sky is t movement as a speaker, w r ite r  and organ­
izer. He includes among his many p a rty  ac tiv ­
ities the post o f A ss is tan t E d ito r o f the Socialist 
Appeal, organ o f the RCP.

<$---------------------------------------------------------------------------- '•!

A N N  K EEN
4)---------------------------------------------------------------------------- ®

A N N  K E E N  is d is tingu ished as the sole w o­
man defendant among the fo u r convicted B r i t ­
ish T ro tsky is ts . She has been one o f the most 
inde fa tigab le  w orkers in the B r it is h  T ro ts k y is t 1 
movement. Before jo in in g  the T ro tsky is ts  she 
was an active member o f the Paddington Labor 
P a rty  and aided in m any o f the cam paigns and 
s trugg les o f B r it is h  labor. A t  the tim e  o f her 
a rre s t she was serv ing  as the N o rth  E as t (Lo n ­

don) D is tr ic t  Secretary o f the R evo lu tionary  
Com m unist P a rty .

f----------------------------------------------------------
R O Y  TEA R SE

» ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- <?
ROY T E A R S E  has been a leading f ig u re  in o r­

gan iz ing  and educating the E ng lish  w orkers  
th rough  the M il ita n t  W orke rs ’ Federation, o f 
which he is na tiona l secretary. T h is  body has 
been active in co -o rd ina ting  m ilita n t trade un ion 
w o rk  and f ig h t in g  fo r  the independence o f the 
unions fro m  the in fluence o f the em ployers and 
th e ir  governm ent.

Since his discharge from  the N avy  because o f 
an a ttack  o f in fa n tile  para lys is , he lias worked 
as a tes te r in the engine shop o f De H a v ila nd ’s 
in London, was on the Shop Stewards’ C om m it­
tee and was a member and P resident o f No. 3 
Edgeware Branch o f the Am algam ated E ng ineer­
in g  U nion. He was a member o f the Independent 
Labor P a rty , which lie le f t  to jo in  the T ro ts k y ­
is t pa rty .

• -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- c l

H E A T O N  LEE
H i ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------- <p .

H E A T O N  L E E  has spent m any years in the 
revo lu tiona ry  class s trugg le  not on ly  in  E ngland 
but among the oppressed peoples o f the B r it is h  
colonies. Before com ing to Eng land, where he 
jo ined the T ro ts k y is t movem ent in 1937, he was 
a m in ing  engineer in South A fr ic a . There he took 
a leading p a rt in  a tte m p tin g  to organize the na­
tive  m iners in to  a trade  union under the m ost 
d if f ic u lt  and hazardous conditions.

He is an active m em ber o f the Am algam ated 
Society o f Construction W orkers  and u n t il his 
a rre s t worked as a surveying engineer fo r  a la rge  
concern. H is labor ac tiv itie s  included serv ing  as 
a lec tu re r fo r the N a tiona l Council o f Labor Col­
leges.
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I n The
Colonies

By L I F U -JE N

Why The American Workers Must Have Their 
Own Labor Party To Defend Class Interests

Netherlands East Indies
Im p e r ia lis t “ lib e ra tio n ”  o f the 

Netherlands East Indies has 
begun. On A p r il 22, Am erican 
troops o f M a o A rtln ir ’s command 
landed in the H um boldt Bay area 
o f Dutch New Guinea, vanquished 
the Japanese ga rrison  and seized 
the po rt town o f Holland ia. A c­
com panying them were officers of 
the NET C iv il A d m in is tra tio n  who 
proceeded to set up ad m in is tra tive  
organs in the wake o f the ad­

van c in g  troops.
This is ju s t a beginning. Ac­

cord ing to a W ashington dispatch 
to the N. Y. T im es on May 4 a 
“ shadow governm ent”  fo r  the

colonies, inc lud ing  Java and other 
Indonesian islands.

Under th is  system the peasant 
was compelled to devote pa rt of 
his land to the c u ltiva tio n  o f p ro ­
ducts pro fitab le  fo r  export, the 
proceeds going to the Dutch 
treasury. These products, m ain ly  
coffee and spices, demanded more 
tim e and care than the na tive  food 
crops and the peasant was le ft  
w ith  l i t t le  tim e to provide fo r  his 
own livelihood.

There were frequent revo lts 
and bloody suppressions, but the 
system atic robbery o f the natives 
saved bankrup t Holland. By 1X70, 
th? forced method o f cu ltiva tio n  
had in tu rn  ceased to he pro fitab le ,

whole o f the Indonesian islands, 
consisting o f both Dutchmen and 
Indonesians, has been formed in 
A u s tra lia  "w ith  the idea o f tak ing  
over when the islands are freed.”  

Plans are also being worked 
out fo r  resum ption of Dutch ex­
p lo ita tion  o f the islands. An o f­
fic ia l N E l im p o rt arid export o r­
ganization has been form ed in 
A u s tra lia . A ccord ing to o ffic ia l 
Dutch sources, its  s ta f f  consists 
“ en tire ly  o f im port and export 
experts who have come, and are 
com ing, to A u s tra lia  fro m  a ll 
pa rts  o f the w orld . . . . They are 
a ll fo rm er executives o r em­
ployees o f Netherlands Ind ies ’ 
firm s .”

A G E -O L D  P IL L A G E

Thus w ith  the aid and under 
the auspices o f A ng lo -A m erican  
im peria lism , the Dutch im p e ria l­
is t  bandits arc p repa ring  to 
resume th e ir  age-old p illage  o f 
Indonesia and its  (17 m illio n  in ­
habitants. The Indonesians them ­
selves are not being consulted as 
to th e ir  wishes. They are s im p ly  
ignored in th a t contemptuous 
fash ion which is cha racte ris tic  of 
the im peria lis ts  in  a ll th o ir  deal­
ings w ith  subject peoples.

Indonesia is a fabu lously  rich 
colonial empire. I t  accounts fo r 
1)0 percent o f w orld  exports of 
cinchona bark ( fro m  w h i c h  
qu in ine is ex trac ted ), 85 percent 
o f the pepper, 82 percent o f the 
kapok, 33 percent o f the na tu ra l 
rubber, 30 percent, o f the coconut, 
25 percent o f the hard cordage 
fiber, 24 percent o f the palm  oil 
products, 17 percent o f the tea. 
The islands are also sizable p ro­
ducers o f sugar, tobacco, coffee, 
cocoa and teakwood. ,

F rom  the six teenth century 
u n t il the islands were grabbed by 
Japan in 1941-42, the Dutch im ­
pe ria lis ts  system atica lly  looted 
Indonesia o f its  riches. India, 
w ith  tw ice the area and six times 
the popu lation o f Indonesia, had 
on ly  tw ice its volume o f exports 
and im ports. Indonesia ’s export 
surp lus even exceeded th a t of 
Ind ia . In tbs year 1938 it 
amounted to $100,000,009 and in 
previous years reached as high as 
$ 100,000,000.

P AR AS IT IC . M O N A R C H Y
A ll th is wealth lias enriched the

out i t  continued u n til the dawn of 
the tw en tie th  cen tury. I ts  last 
vestiges were the “ Lo rds ’ Serv­
ices”  v-hereby a ll men up to f i f ty  
years o f  age were required to 
labor a t public works and roads 
fo r a specified num ber o f days 
each year w ith o u t pay.

As the tw en tie th  cen tury open­
ed, the system o f la rge  p la n ta ­
tions was ra p id ly  superseding the 
old p r im itiv e  methods o f c u ltiv a ­
tion. L a rg e r labor forces became 
necessary. To provide these, some 
care was necessary fo r  the 
population. M odern tra n sp o rt and 
medicine banished fam ine and 
epidemics. A  popu lation o f some 
,000,000 around the year 1800 has 

reached the figu re  o f 07,000,000 
today.

The conditions o f the inhab i­
tan ts  were somewhat im proved, 
but no step was ever taken in  th is  
d irection  by the Dutch colon ial- 
despots unless i t  was calculated 
to in te n s ify  the exp lo ita tion  and 
robbery o f the natives. I f  one ex­
cepts the fa ir ly  la rge petro leum  
extraction  and re fin in g  in dus try  
bu ilt up in recent years, there 
has been p ra c tica lly  no in du s tria l 
development.

D E L IB E R A T E  PO LIC Y

This is a de liberate policy. The 
Dutch cap ita lis ts  do not w ant an 
indus try  whose, products would 
■ventually compete w ith  the ou t­
put o f H o lland ’s industries. In ­
donesia is very pro fitab le  indeed 
as a p lan ta tion . M oreover, as an 
o ffic ia l pub lica tion  o f the N e th e r­
lands Government stated w ith  
su rp ris in g  candor, large-scale in -

B y  V in ce n t R , D u n n e
In  the summer o f 1939 V incent R. Dunne w ro te  a le tte r on 

the h igh ly  im portan t question o f the labor p a rty  to  Sarah T a rle - 
ton Colvin. She has ju s t pub'ished h is le tte r in  her in te resting  
and in fo rm a tive  book, A Rebel in Thought (Is land  Press, N . Y.,
N. Y .) T h is  1939 le tte r is rep rin ted  below. V incent R. Dunne, 
together w ith  17 other T ro ts k y is t leaders is now serving sen­
tence in one o f Roosevelt’s federa l peniteniaries fo r  his ir r e ­
concilable adherence to his revo lu tiona ry  socia lis t ideas and 
ideals.— Ed.

*  *  *

Am ong serious people who today are concerned about and active 
in the development o f progressive forces f ig h t in g  fo r  change from  
the present w a r-to rn , poverty-ridden social order, there can be no 
two opin ions as to who leads on the economic, p o lit ic a l, and cu l­
tu ra l plane. The in d u s tr ia lly  developed countries lead the more 
p r im itiv e  and backward ones. The c ity  leads the countryside. 
Progress towards the achievement o f a more sc ie n tific , fre e r, and 
fu lle r  l i fe  commands an acceptance o f th is  fa c t w i th  a-genuine re ­
spect and understand ing o f it .  We live  in a class society w h ich is 
s t ill dom inated and r ig id ly  contro lled by the cap ita lis ts , who have 
evolved fro m  th e ir  fo rm e r progressive role, as the leaders o f the 
revo lu tion  which swept away the feudal system, to th e ir  present 
place as the exp lo ite rs and oppressors o f the more numerous and 
progressive class, the rea l producers o f g ig a n tic  social w ealth .

P o litica l parties, p ro pe rly  understood, represent the in te rests  
o f special economic groups. The main economic group is composed 
o f the w orkers o f town and country , in  o ther words, the a g r ic u ltu ra l 
w o rke r on the fa rm  and the in d u s tr ia l laborer in  the c ity . In d u s tr ia l 
w orkers are best f it te d  fo r  p o lit ic a l leadership. T h is  p o w e rfu lly  
numerous and socia lly  s ig n if ic a n t class cannot be fa ith fu l ly  rep re ­
sented o r served by a p o lit ic a l p a r ty  dom inated by  th e ir  m asters. 
Experience has shown th a t the w o rke r and the fa rm e r can expect 
no th ing  bu t treachery  fro m  them . The producers m ust bu ild  and 
con tro l th e ir  own po litica l p a rty  o r pa rties.

A  labor p a rty , or a fa rm e r-la b o r p a rty , in  order to escape the 
fa te  o f absorption o r con tro l by the bosses’ pa rties, m ust be con­
tro lle d  by the organ izations o f w orkers, th a t is, by the trade unions. 
The w o rke r has been conditioned by fa c to ry  and job  d isc ip line  to  act 
in  an organized m anner. B y v ir tu e  o f th is  fa c t, the trade  union

VIN C EN T R. DUNNE
has become the most im p o rta n t and e ffic ie n t economic and social o r­
gan iza tion  o f our tim e. Jus t as the in d u s tr ia lly  developed coun try  
dominates one less in d u s tr ia lly  developed, ju s t as the c ity  dominates

tion. Shore w orkers  in the naval 
establishm ent s truck. News o f the 
m utiny  reached the crew o f the 
cru iser /.even Provincien which 
.was on a cruise o f f  Sum atra. They 
seized the vessel fro m  con tro l o f 
the officers, w ith  the in ten tion  of 
sa iling i( back to  the Surabaya 
base as a dem onstra tive act of 
so lida rity  w ith  the m utineers 
there. Bombers were sent a fte r 
Lh? cru iser and a d irec t bomb- 
hit. enabled the officers to regain 
con tro l. Troops suppressed the 
m utineers at the base.

W hen Japan’s im p e ria lis t forces 
s truck at Indonesia ju s t a fte r  the 
a ttack  on Pearl H arbor, the Dutch 
im p e ria lis ts  found themselves

dustry  is not desired in Indon­
esia. because the ru le rs  do not 
re lish the though t o f c rea ting  an 
in du s tria l w o rk in g  class which 
would challenge th e ir  p ira tic a l 
rule.

Economic backwardness has 
thus h e 'll de libera te ly  fostered, 
fo r  the exclusive benefit o f the im ­
pe ria lis t freebooters. B u t th is  
backward p lan ta tion  economy 
can scarcely keep pace w ith  even 
the most elem entary needs o f 
the g ro w in g  population. Said the 
Dutch economist Boeke in his
study o f “ The S tructu re  of 
Netherlands Ind ies' Econom y” :

“ We may well look w ith  anxie ty  
upon the fact th a t in Java the 
crop balance becomes negative 
w ith  every crop fa ilu re  of any 
dimensions and that we are only 
two years ahead in the race be­
tween production and population. 
This means we cannot a ffo rd  to 
allow  the expansion o f production 
to f lag  even lo r  a s ingle year."

Economic Backwardness goes 
hand in hand w ith  a retarded

Dutch p lan ta tion  owners and the 
cap ita lis ts  hack in Holland who 
have waxed prosperous from  the 
to il and sweat o f the native 
population. Am ong the. greatest 
beneficiaries o f th is  exp lo ita tion  
was the pa ras itic  Dutch m onar­
chy. F a t Queen W ilhe lm ina  and 
her fa t daughter are leading 
stockholders in corpora tions 
which exp lo it Indonesia.

Before the Dutch conquest, the 
Indonesians never experienced an 
insuffic iency of food. Lavish 
na ture took care o f tha t. And the 
popu lation was sm all. B u t the im ­
pe ria lis t freebooters, a fte r  sub­
du ing th '' inhab itan ts w ith  fire 
and sword, proceeded to p lunder 
the islands. Hunger and epidemics 
descended on the people.

A f te r  a while, the po licy o f ou t­
r ig h t loo ting  became uneconomical 
and the pro fits  o f em pire dropped. 
By lb.'Il), as a resu lt o f wars in 
Kuropc and “ pun itive  exped itions”  
in Java, Holland was in a state 
o f bankruptcy. To replenish the 
em pty im peria l treasu ry , the so- 
called Vandenbosch C u ltiva tion  
Svstem was introduced in the

helpless and defenseless in the 
face o f th e ir  Nipponese riva ls . 
The Indonesians, despoiled and 
oppressed fo r  more than three 
centuries, showed not the s ligh test 
d isposition to defend the hides or 
properties o f th e ir  hated Dutch 
taskm asters, who were compelled 
to scurry away fro m  th e ir  rich 
trop ica l empire.

Now, thanks to the Am erican 
and B r it is h  im peria lis ts , they are 
p repa ring  to go back and resume 
th e ir  old positions as robbers of 
the people. B ut, having no one 
hut the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  to lean 
on and secure aid fro m , th e ir  old 
colonial sovereignty is gone. They 
w ill re tu rn , i f  a t a ll, as the 
vassals o f W a ll S treet.

A m erica ’s m onopoly cap ita lis ts  
are ve ry  much in terested in  the 
vast w ealth o f Indonesia, as they 
are in the riches o f a ll A sia . This 
is the m eaning o f V ice-P resident 
W allace’s new pam phlet, en titled  
“ O ur Job in the Pacific,”  which 
gives a rough- ou tline  o f W a ll 

| S treet's po licy in Asia.

i C O L O N IA L  “ T R U S T E E S H IP ”|
When the w a r is over, says 

W allace, Asia w ill he divided in to 
Free Asia, in which lie includes 
China, Soviet Asia , the P h ilip - 
pines, Korea and Thailand, and 
-‘sub ject o r colonial A s ia ,”  in 
which he puts Ind ia , the. N c the r- 
ands East Indies, Burm a, M alaya, 
Indo-China and a g re a t many 
sm all Pacific islands.

B r ita in  and the o the r colonial 
powers concerned, he continues, 
m ust announce a specific date on 
which they w ill te rm ina te  th e ir  
“ trus teesh ip ”  over the colonial 
areas o f the Pacific. Because— 
“ I t  is to our in te res t th a t there 
should be a ladder o f evo lu tion 
upward out o f colonial subjection 
and coolie economics to se lf- 
governm ent and an economy of 
o p po rtu n ity  and rew ard ." To w hat 
end'.’ To the end th a t the old 
colonial monopolies m ay be 
broken down and the rich  colonics 
th row n open to W all S tree t ex­
p lo ita tion . M r. W allace, be it 
noted, bad no th ing to say about 
“ lib e ra tin g ”  Puerto Rico, which is 
a colony o f A m erican im p e ria l­
ism. Colonial subjection and 
coolie economics are qu ite  a ll 
l ig h t  there!

The Indonesians were robbed 
and oppressed by the  Dutch im ­
pe ria lis ts  fo r  more than three 
centuries. Today they are under 
the heel o f the Japanese im ­
pe ria lis ts . Tom orrow  W a ll Street 
plans to  move in, together w ith  
the old Dutch exp lo ite rs. None o f 
the im p e ria lis t powers is the 
bearer o f freedom , independence, 
m ate ria l we ll-being. These can be 
won by the Indonesians on ly in 
s trugg le  w ith  the colon ia l peoples 
elsewhere, and w ith  the world 
w orking-class, fo r  the destruction 
o f cap ita lis t- im pe ria lism  and the 
establishm ent o f Socialism .

Stalinists Attempt To Extend 
Slander Campaign Into Unions

By A rt Preis
Whipped into a frenzy by the 

fast-mounting trade union sup­
port for the 18 imprisoned M in ­
neapolis Labor Case victims and 
by the increasing influence of 
Trotskyist ideas as reflected in 
the success of The Militant's 
current .subscription drive, the 
Stalinists are extending and in- 
lensifying their organized cam­
paign of slander and lynch-in- 
citation against the Trotskyists 
and all other labor militants.

W ith  each un fo ld in g  phase of 
th e ir  own degrading cap itu la tion  
to W a ll S tree t and big  business 
reaction, the S ta lin is t s tr ik e ­
breakers hu rl ever more envenom­
ed sha fts  a t the m ost progressive

there o f “ in c it in g ”  75 ra ilroa d  
strikes. F rom  th is  the w orkers 
are supposed to  draw  the in fe r ­
ence th a t the T ro tsky is ts  in 
A m erica are also “ s tr ik e  provo­
cateurs”  and “ d iso rderly  ele­
m ents”  in genera l— presum ably 
the on ly type o f people who op­
pose the perm anent no -s trike  
pledge.

Reports arc now com ing in th a t 
the S ta lin is ts  have reopened th e ir  
campaign in the unions to  secure 
the passage o f reso lu tions ban­
n ing d is tr ib u tio n  o f The M il ita n t  
a t labor ga therings drid appealing 
to the F B I bloodhounds to  ge t on 
the t r a i l  and “ probe”  th is  pub­
lica tion .

F u rn ish in g  most o f the s tin k - 
bomb am m unition  fo r these a t­
tacks is the D a ily  W orker. Th is 
red -ba iting  sheet and self-avowed 
defender o f c a p ita lis t reaction be­
tween June 17 and Juno 24 sp it 
fo r th  no less than seven smear 
pieces aga inst the “ T ro ts k y ite s ”  
and a ll labor m ilita n ts  on whom 
they stick the same label. Each 
a rtic le  howls the slanderous re ­
fra in  th a t the im prisoned a n t i­
fascist. T ro ts k y is t f ig h te rs , who 
head the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
which had organized and led g ia n t 
dem onstrations before the w a r 
against the Bundists and C hris ­
tian  F ron te rs , are the “ same”  and 
even “ worse”  than the indicted 
29 fascists now on t r ia l  in  W ash­
ington. This s lim y  lie  is intended 
to persuade, the A m erican w o rk ­
ers th a t the M inneapo lis Labor 
Case, which is now supported by 
nearly  300 unions rep resenting  a 
m illio n  and a h a lf members, is not 
a labor case bu t a " fa s c is t”  case.

L ike  m ost c rim ina ls , the S ta l­
in is ts  t r y  to escape re tr ib u tio n  fo r  
th e ir  crim es by fa lse ly  a ttr ib u t in g  
them to others. They even pe rvert 
the very m eaning o f the term s 
which correctly  characterize th e ir  
own fou l deeds and attempt, to 
p laster these term s on those who 
loya lly  defend labor’s r ig h ts  and 
in terests. Th is t r ic k  o f brazen 
perversion was employed e d ito r­
ia lly  in Ihc June 19 D a ily  W o rk ­
er.

m ination against union members, 
v io la tions o f contracts, ch ise ling 
on wages, open in tim id a tio n  and 
un ion-busting , s ta llin g  on nego­
tia tions, speed-up and o ther form s 
o f in tens ified  exp lo ita tion . No, 
(he ir fu lm in a tio n s  are directed 
exclusive ly against s tr ik in g  w o rk ­
ers and a ll defenders o f la bo r’s 
r ig h ts  who resist the provocations 
nf the corporations.

T Y P IC A L  A M A L G A M

At. the same tim e, to  re in force 
th e ir  slanderous a ttack  on the 
m ilita n t workers, the S ta lin is ts  
in troduce a typ ica l am algam , 
b racke ting  the T ro ts k y is ts — the 
fig h te rs  fo r  w o rkers ’ r ig h ts  and 
cond itions—w ith  K lansm cn and 
Coughiin ites, the most vicious 
fasc is t enemies o f labor.

The bosses and th e ir  agents 
have always used red -ba iting  as 
a weapon aga inst m il ita n t  w o rk ­
ers; the S ta lin is ts  have likew ise 
adopted th is  an ti- la bo r device in 
order to confuse the issues in  
w o rkers ’ s trugg les and smear 
s tr ik in g  w orkers. I f  the bosses 
raise the c ry  o f “ Reds!— A g ita ­
to rs !— C om m unists!”  when the 
w orkers dare (o f ig h t fo r  so much 
as a. n ickle raise, then the S ta lin ­
ists now f l in g  the labels “ Lew is­
ites !— In c ite rs !— T ro ts k y ite s !”  at 
s tr ik in g  workers.

the country-s ide, so the trade  unions and w o rke rs ’ organ izations 
m ust take the lead in o rgan iz ing  the o ther less stable economic 
groups and merge w ith  them  in  a p o lit ic a l p a rty .

T H E  IR R E P R E S S IB LE  C O N F L IC T
The class s trugg le  is an inev itab le  ou tg row th  o f a class society. 

The c o n flic t rages over the d iv is ion  o f w ea lth  produced by labor, 
which is appropria ted in the main by the financ ie rs , in d u s tria lis ts , 
and th e ir  a llies. Th is s trugg le  s w if t ly  develops in to  a life  o r death 
question fo r the m illio ns  o f unemployed and m iserab ly pa id w o rk ­
ers. They and they alone, th rou gh  the m edium  o f trade  unions, are 
equipped by experience, d isc ip line, and organ iza tion  to lead the 
f ig h t  fo r  the em ancipation o f a ll.

The sim ple tru th  th a t the economic w e lfa re  o f in d u s tr ia l w o rk - 
I ers cannot be fu lly  protected by trade unions alone, has no t been 
I appreciated in the past, and is even now, a fte r  ten years o f panic 

and mass unem ploym ent, on ly p a r tia lly  understood by the leader­
ship o f the Am erican trade unions. Due p r im a r ily  to th is  m isunder­
standing, the trade unions have rem ained, qu ite  genera lly , harness- 

• cd to the Republican and Dem ocratic p o lit ic a l machines. Economic 
i pressure, the strongest m otive force in society, has in  the la s t few  
I years im pinged sha rp ly  upon the consciousness o f th is  leadership.

The M innesota trade unions from  the w o rld  w a r period to the 
! present tim e have gone th rough  a com plete ly d iffe re n t course o f 
j development in the p o lit ic a l arena than th e ir  s is te r unions in a lm ost 

a .l o ther sections o f the country . Here the unions, no t w ith o u t con- 
j tinuous opposition from  im p o rta n t leadership personnel, have exer­

cised a pow erfu l a ll hough inadequate in fluence in launching and 
bu ild ing  the F arm er-Labor P a rty  (Shipstead’s election to the Senate 
in 1922 was the d irec t resu lt o f the in te rven tion  o f fiv e  thousand 
s tr ik in g  ra ilw a y  shopmen, fu lly  supported by a ll o th e r M innesota 
trade un ions). They were, however, never allowed in  the p ilo t house. 
They were no t responsible fo r  its  shipwreck.

C U R R E N T C O N D IT IO N S  A N D  T H E  PR O SPEC T
The sh a tte rin g  o f the F a rm er-L ab o r P a rty  in Novem ber 1938 

( i t  was no t m ere ly an electora l de feat) was the inev itab le  cu lm in ­
ation o f a course shaped by po litic ian s , com prom isers o f a l l sorts, 
and o u tr ig h t cha rla tans. O n ly the  sm ug and tim id  w i l l  conclude, 
however, th a t the  Labor P a rty  has been destroyed.

The idea o f independent p o lit ic a l action is  based upon some­
th in g  much f irm e r  and m ore im p o rta n t than the hazy w h im s o f a 
campus rad ica l o r the wishes o f sem i-sk illed  in te llec tua ls  who look 
a t th e ir  be lt buckles fo r  in sp ira tion . W hen the Labo r P a rty , o r 
F a rm er-L ab or P a rty , comes back in to  M innesota, i t  w i l l  be as p a r t  
o f a na tion -w ide m ovem ent based on and dom inated by the mass 
trade unions, dispossessed fa rm e rs ’ o rgan izations, and unemployed 
sections a ffilia te d  w ith  the trade unions. The d r iv in g  force o f such 
a po litica l pa rty  w i l l  b rin g  to  its  support the so-called m iddle-class 
elements in present-day society. Countless thousands o f excellent 
students, professionals, technicians, and honest in te lle c tua ls  w i l l  
lie inspired by the p rogram  o f the  Labor P a rty . I t  w i l l  be b r i ll ia n tly  
colored by th e ir  ta le n t and cu ltu re .

T h a t the trade unions w i l l  f in a lly  tread th is  pa th , there can be 
l i t t le  doubt. The New Deal has evolved in to  a w a r deal. The m illio n s  
who have been taken o f f  the breadlines w i l l  no t re tu rn  to  se lling  
apples on the s tree t corners. The Republicans, even as the Demo­
crats, have on ly  one p rogram  o f “ reconstruction ” ; cu t wages, ham ­
s tr in g  the unions, starve the unemployed, d rive  the fa rm e r in to  
bankruptcy, and give a ll the Coughlins fre e  re in . The trade  unions, 
e ithe r w ith  the present leadership, o r aga inst i t  i f  necessary, w i l l  
be forced to  organize and lead a labo r p a r ty  tow a rd  conquest o f 
state power, thereby c learing  the w ay fo r  the reconstruction  o f ou r 
w o rld  on the plane o f reason, logic, and justice .

[ A R E B E L IN  T H O l G H T by Sarah T a rlc ton  C olvin . Is land  
Press, New Y ork  1944. Pages 170-173.]

Tresca Case ‘Neglect' 
Draws Labor Protests

T H E  R E A L  SCABS

social development. M ost o f the 
colonial revenue— derived from  
land, p lan ta tion , export and im ­
po rt taxes, and from  governm ent 
monopolies o f ra ilroads, public 
u tilit ie s , postal - te legraph and 
pawnshops— w ent to pay the lush 
salaries o f the Dutch colonial 
o ffic ia ls . Only 10 percent was 
devoted to education and du rin g  
the depression th is  was cut to five 
percent. Less than one-tenth of 
the popu lation can read and 
w rite . In most cases, children 
must work to supplem ent the 
fa m ily  incomes.

new pam phlet
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Indonesian trade unions came 
in to  existence du rin g  the f irs t 
w orld  w ar and in 1920 the 
p lan ta tion  workers w ent out in 
th? f irs t organized strikes. A lso 
th a t year, there wore s trikes of 
p rin te rs , machine-shop w orkers 
and dockworkers in Surabaya, the 
great p o rt and naval base. In 
1925 there was a fresh  s tr ike  
wave, and in 1926 the ra ilroad  
workers called a general s tr ike  
which paralyzed transp o rta tio n  fo r  
several days. I t  was in 1926, too, 
th a t the Com m unist P a rty , fo rm ­
ed six years earlie r, summoned 

The masses to prem ature up ris ings 
1 against the Dutch im peria lis ts , 
j Troops were called out, to crush 
the rebellion. More than 13,000 

I revo lu tion is ts  were arrested and 
more than 1,000 o f th e ir  leaders 
exiled to Boven D ig u l in  the 
fever-ridden swamps o f D utch 
New Guinea.

Seven years la te r, in February, 
1933, m u tin y  broke ou t in  the 
Indonesian navy, both Dutch and 
Indonesian sailors pa rtic ip a tin g . 
The im m ediate cause o f d is ­
sa tis fac tion  was a 17 percent pay 
cut. Sailors aboard naval vessels 
a t Surabaya refused to  present 
themselves fo r  m orn ing  inspec-

Not a s ingle line in the en tire  
11-page annual repo rt issued by 
New Y o rk ’s D is tr ic t A tto rn e y  
F rank  S. Hogan on June 20, is 
given to one o f the most ou trage ­
ous po litica l assassinations in 
recent years —  the m urder o f 
Carlo Tresca, who was shot down

sectors o f the labo r movement. 
They d irec t m ost o f th e ir  venom 
a t the T ro tsky is ts , who represent 
the m ost conscious and uncom pro­
m is ing defenders o f both the im ­
mediate and the h is to ric  in terests 
o f the w o rk in g  class.

E X T E N S IV E , M A L E V O L E N T

T his cam paign becomes more 
sustained, extensive and m ale­
volent w ith  each succeeding week.
11 is being conducted not m erely 
in  the o ffic ia l gu tte r-p ress o f the 
Com m unist P o litica l Association, 
but. th rough  a ll the unions and 
union organs dom inated by the 
S ta lin is ts  and in every o t h e r  
labor body where these contem p­
tib le  scabs and corpora tion stool- 
pigeons dare to  raise th e ir  voices.

Two weeks ago The M ilita n t 
reported the opening stages o f 
th is  slander d rive  w ith in  the 
union movement. The lead was 
then taken by s trikeb reake r H a r­
ry  B ridges, S ta lin is t stooge a t 
tiie  head o f the CIO Longshore­
men’s U n ion, who devoted his en­
t ire  personal column in h is o r ­
gan, The D ispatcher, to  a rab id  
d ia tr ib e  aga inst the T ro tsky is ts  
in the ve ry  issue where he p re ­
sented bis in fam ous proposal fo r  
a perm anent no -s trike  pledge.

S ta lin is t Joseph C urran, p re s i­
dent nf the CIO N a tion a l M a r i­
tim e U nion, next jo ined the w itc h ­
hunt pack. H is  organ, The P ilo t, 
on June 9, launched a smear 
against the T ro tsky is ts , and, no t 
by accident, in  the same issue 
which features a signed a rtic le  
by Bridges “ exp la in ing ”  his p ro ­
posal fo r  a ll-ou t surrender to the 
bosses not on ly fo r  the “ du ra tio n ”  
bu t fo reve r a fte r.

F A N T A S T IC  D IS P A T C H

The P ilo t essays a f la n k  a ttack  
on the T ro tsky is ts , and th rough  
them  on a ll m il ita n t  labor, by 
re p r in t in g  d ire c tly  fro m  the S ta l­
in is t w est coast d a ily , People’s 
W orld , a fa n ta s tic  dispatch fro m  
M exico accusing the T ro tsky is ts

But, in th is  same ed ito ria l, they 
go one dastard ly  step fu r th e r .  N o t 
those who break strikes, but 
those who s trike  are “ scab?,”  the 
D a ily  W orke r dares to assert. 
This te rm  which g rew  up out of 
the labor movement., which has 
been used un ive rsa lly  to describe 
those degraded creatures who vio - 
hite labor p icke t lines and take 
the jobs o f s tr ik in g  w orkers, has 
been d is to rted  to its  exact op­
posite by the S ta lin is ts .

E nd ing on a s in is te r note, the 
scabby D a ily  W orker, screams: 
“ Those who v io la te  the no -s trike  
pledge arc scabs and should be so 
treated. Scabs were never hand­
led w ith  s ilk  gloves.”  In  short, 
the s tr ikeb rea k ing  S ta lin is ts  are 
t ry in g  to remove the correc tly  
applied term  o f scab fro m  them ­
selves and pin  i t  on to the coal 
m iners, the M on tgom ery W ard  
workers, and the hundreds of 
thousands o f o ther s tr ik in g  w o rk ­
ers whom the S ta lin is ts  tr ie d  to 
stab in the back!

T w is t and squirm , lie  and slan­
der, threa ten and abuse as much 
as they w ill,  the contem ptib le 
S ta lin is t agents o f b ig  business 
reaction w i l l  no t avoid being 
known and called fo r  w h a t they 
are— scabs. A ll th e ir  cunning and 
deceit w ill not ava il against the 
w orkers ’ g row ing  understanding 
o f S ta lin ism ’s tra ito ro u s  ro,'e. M il­
lions o f organized w orkers al- 

; ready condemn the S ta lin is ts  as 
I scabs, p ly in g  th e ir  d ir ty  c ra ft 

w ith in  (he camp o f labor. O rgan­
ized labor m ust e lim ina te  com­
plete ly  from  its  system the S ta l­
in is t poison, the deadliest in te r ­
nal menace w ith in  the labor move­
ment.

CAR LO  TRESCA

alleged ly the owner o r lessee o f 
the garage in w h ich the car had 
h?en kept. Galente was re turned 
to Sing S ing as a parole v io la to r; 
Nuccio was freed las t Novem ber 
on a $5,000 bond; and then the 
police ap pa ren tly  dropped the 
whole m a tte r.

The callous negligence w ith  
w ith  which New Y o rk  police have 
handled the Tresca case, has 
aroused g ro w in g  in d ig na tion  in  
the labo r movement. Thus, la s t 
week the IL G W U -A F L  conven­
tion  called upon the Federal Gov­
ernm ent to b rin g  the assassin to 
justice . A ga in , as reported in la s t 
week’s issue o f The M ilita n t, A l-  
dino Felican i, associate ed ito r o f 
Hie a n ti-fa sc is t C ounte rcurren t, 
in an open le tte r  to  M ayo r La - 
Guardia, asked pcrmtedly, “ Is the 
course o f jus tice  being obstructed 
by the same da rk  forces w h ich 
h ired Carlo Tresca’s assassin?”

The omission o f the Tresca case 
fro m  the Hogan re p o rt was m et 
th is  week by a p ro tes t fro m  the 
W orke rs ’ Defense I.eague, which 
demanded: “ W hat . . . did you r 
office discover about the d iffe re n t 
suspects connected w ith  fo re ign  
po litica l groups named as having 
possible m otives fo r  ‘e lim in a tin g ’ 
Carlo T resca?”

More and more voices o f the 
labor movement must and w il l  be 
raised, to break the fu r t iv e  
silence o f the police in the Tresca 
m urdcr.

S Q U IR M IN G  SCABS

The S ta lin is ts  have been ju s tly  
branded as scabs th roughou t the 
labor movement, p a rtic u la r ly  
since th e ir  s trikeb rea k ing  conduct 
in the M ontgom ery W ard  s tr ike  
and th e ir  pronouncement o f a 
perm anent no -s tr ike  pledge. In  
the D a ily  W orke r ed ito ria l, the 
S ta lin is ts  seek to escape th e ir  own 
ind ic tm ent as scabs by s im p ly  
tw is t in g  the word around to  its  
opposite and then f l in g in g  i t  a t 
— s tr ik in g  workers.

S trikes, says the D a ily  W orker, 
are the resu lt o f “ provocations”  
by “ Lew isites, T ro tsky ites , K lans- 
men and C ough iin ites .”  Two ab­
om inable fram eup lies are inco r­
porated in th is  assertion.

When the S ta lin is ts  cla im  th a t 
s trikes  are the re su lt o f “ p ro­
vocations”  by anyone bu t the cor­
porations themselves, they have 
no o ther purpose than to  w h ite ­
wash and cover up fo r  the bosses. 
As self-confessed defenders o f ca­
p ita lism  and recognized vo lun teer 
strikebreakers, the S ta lin is ts  seek 
to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  an ti- la bo r ro le  by 
concealing the crim es o f the cor­
poration owners w h ich  are the 
rea l provocation fo r  s trikes. The 
S ta lin is ts  say no t a w ord  about 
co rpora tion  p ro fite e rin g , d isc ri-

in cold blood on the streets of 
New Y ork  over 17 months a g o .1 
The Tresca case is s t i l l  unsolved. I

H ogan’s leng thy report, which I 
said no th ing  about tlire negligence 
in the case o f the m urder o f a 
courageous w o rk ing  class leader, 
gave praise to the a tto rn e y ’s 
office fo r  a tta in in g  the “ h ighest 
percentage o f successful prosecu­
tions . . .  in 42 years.”  A lthough  
Carlo Tresca, as a m il ita n t a n t i­
fascist and ardent figh te r fo r  c iv il 
liberties, and ed ito r o f the a n t i­
fascist I ta lia n  paper, 11 M artc ilo , 
had pow erfu l enemies ne ither c ity  
nor s tate au tho rities  ever a t­
tem pted to fe rre t them out.

T H E  " IN V E S T IG A T IO N ”

The police firs t tr ied  to handle 
the case as they would a “ racket 
m urder.”  Two “ m ate ria l w i t ­
nesses”  were hold fo r  question­
ing. One was Carm ine Galcnte, 
ex-convict, picked up as a suspect 
w ith  the exp lanation th a t he was 
seen, tw o  hours before Tresca’s 
m urder, g e ttin g  in to  a sedan 
abandoned the same n ig h t a few 
blocks fro m  the scene o f the 
crim e. The o th e r was F rank  
Nuccio, “ sm a ll-tim e  racketeer,”
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T h e •‘LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN­
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE 
LA BOR WITH A BLACK SKIN IS 
BRAN DEL)" — KARL MARX.

Negro S truggle
By Charles Jackson

Mutiny and No Bounty
A ccord ing to  an Associated 

Press dispatch June 22 from  
W ashing ton, I). C'„ the m other of 
a Negro sold ier got the chance 
and also had the guts to te ll the 
members o f an A rm y  judge- 
advocate’s review  board what she 
though t o f the o ffic ia l policy o f 
rac ia l segregation in the A rm y 
as practised in th is  so-called 
democracy ostensib ly dedicated to 
the  p rinc ip le  tha t “ a ll men are 
created equal."

She was pleading “ not fo r  
clemency but fo r  ju s tice ”  fo r  her 
son, Pvt. Leo M. Jones o f P h ila ­
delphia, who had been sentenced 
to  15 years in prison and a 
dishonorable discharge in  connec­
tion  w ith  a re fusa l to work at 
Dale M abry  F ie ld  near T a lla ­
hassee, F la., M arch 22. A t  the 
tim e  o f the d isturbance Pvt. 
Jones was confined in the guard 
house fo r  go ing A W O L  fo r  six 
days. He and five o ther Negro sol­
diers from  no rthe rn  c ities w o rt 
classified as “ general prisoners.”  
They refused to rep o rt fo r  w ork 
because, according to th e ir  in ­
s truc tion , (and th is  was not 
re fu te d  by the review  board), 
on ly  “ ga rrison  prisoners”  are 
required to w ork. Y et the F lo rida  
cou rt m a rtia l found them  g u ilty  
o f th a t m ost unpardonable crim e 
as fa r  as the brass hats are con­
cerned— m utiny.

R eview ing the record, Pvt. 
Jones’ m other made it  p la in  th a t 
the reactionary  U. S. A rm y  policy 
o f dea ling  w ith  the Negro troops 
was, in re a lity , the basic causative 
fac to r in any v io la tion  o f the rules 
o f which her son m ig h t bo g u ilty . 
She to ld  how when the w a r broke 
out and Leo knew  he would be 
d ra fte d  he tr ie d  to  get in as a 
p ilo t, “ l ie  was to ld ,”  she said, 
“ in the shadow o f the L ib e rty  
B e ll th a t Negroes were not 
wanted in  the A ir  Corps.”  O f 
course Pvt. Jones’ m other ev ident­
ly  doesn’t  rea lize th a t about the 
on ly  tw o libe rties  th a t are found 
in the shadow or in the  country 
o f tha t famous bell today are the 
lib e rty  to exp lo it the masses and 
the lib e r ty  to  k ick  the m ino ritie s  
around.

She to ld  o f his trea tm e n t when 
he was la te r a t B o llin g  F ie ld , 
W ashington, where, she said, he 
was required to eat in the k itchen 
w h ile  the w h ite  soldiers were 
served in the mess ha ll. W hile  
stationed in camps in the South 
the te rr ib le  conditions o f dis- 
■rim ination against his race which 
he observed and experienced w ith  
the apparent hopelessless o f his 
doing an y th in g  about i t  led to 
extrem e m ental anguish and a 
fee ling  o f fru s tra tio n .

He telephoned her fro m  the 
F lo rida  camp te ll in g  her tha t, 
under such circumstances, life  
was unbearable. F in a lly , he went 
home fo r a v is it, the f irs t  in three 
years, w ith o u t ob ta in ing  a leave. 
He was away fro m  camp fo r  six 
days. W hile  a prisoner fo r  th a t 
v io la tion  the re fusa l to w o rk  oc­
curred which led to the m u tin y  
charge.

I t  was her plea before the 
review  board tha t the segregation 
and o ther in d ig n ities  suffe red by 
Leo as a Negro sold ier in the 
Jim  Crow A rm y  were the unde rly ­
in g  causes o f “ m ental and

physical illness”  which prec i­
p ita ted any v io la tion  o f the rules. 
Openly b lam ing the system, she 
asked the officers not fo r mercy 
but fo r  fairness.

E v iden tly  p repa ring  to sanction 
the reactionary  judgem ent o f the 
officers o f the cou rt m a rtia l, Col. 
T e rry  A . Lyon, cha irm an o f the 
review  board, said the case would 
lie considered “ solely on the 
record”  regardless o f o ther factors 
re la tin g  to the background. D i f ­
fe ren t members o f the o ffice rs ’ 
caste are ju s t as un ited against 
the soldiers as the cap ita lis ts  are 
against the in terests o f the w o rk ­
ers.

F rom  a fac tua l analysis o f th is  
m othe r’s plea, the re  is p len ty  of 
reason to believe her charges. 
Hundreds o f thousands o f w h ite  
soldiers have developed “ mental 
illnesses”  d u rin g  th is  w a r and 
been discharged from  the arm y. 
Regardless o f the psych ia tric  ex­
planations, the unpublished fa c t is 
th is : the vast m a jo r ity  o f such 
psychoneurotic cases are caused 
by a fa ilu re  to be convinced th a t 
the aim s o f th is  im p e ria lis t w a r 
are s u ffic ie n tly  lo f ty  to  w a rra n t 
the sacrifice o f one’s freedom , 1 
lim bs and life . I f  low m orale can 
cause a w h ite  so ld ier to crack up 
then it stands to  reason th a t the 
same th in g  can happen to the 
Negro sold ier whose fru s tra tio n s  
are doubled by the  fa c to r o f A rm y  
rac ia l po licy. Even the a rch­
reactionary W estbrook Pegler 
who harangued the Negro Press 
fo r  requesting equa lity  has had 
to adm it tha t, i f  he were a Negro, 
the li fe  o f in s u lt would probably 
drive  him  to sp la tte r his bra ins 
out against a b rick  w a ll.

As fa r  as physica l illness is 
concerned, i t  is obvious th a t the 
second class food and second 
class fa c ilit ie s  ava ilab le  to the 
segregated, second class a rm y i 
must lead to second class physical 
condition provided a ll o ther fac- I 
tors are equal. F urthe rm ore , the , 
heatings and clubbings by south­
ern c iv ilians  and police, as w e ll | 
as by prejudiced MP's can ha rd ly  
con tribu te  to an A tlan tean  phys­
ique.

Pvt. Jones’ m other made a 
brave and t ru th fu l plea. As she 
indicated, such oppression cannot 
help but gestate a rebellious mood 
and reaction. As the brass hats 
sow so sha ll they reap. We adm ire 
his spunk and her spunk and we 
w ill a lways support m il ita n t  ac­
tion  by any m in o r ity  in th e ir  
s trugg le  fo r  the equa lity

No bounty o f justice , however, 
can he expected w ith  th is  type 
6 f m u tiny . By the very nature 
o f cap ita lism , under which th is  
country operates du ring  peace and 
d u rin g  war, the type o f jus tice  
tha t is adm inistered m ust always 
be tha t type which strengthens 
and protects the in te rests o f the 
non-productive ru lin g  class. The 
a rm y brass hats, as w e ll as a ll 
other agencies o f governm ent, can 
be depended upon to  c a rry  out a 
po licy  o f m in o r ity  oppression and 
rac ia l segregation as long as the 
c a p ita lis t system rem ains to 
u tiliz e  such a po licy as drives a 
d iv id ing  wedge in the ranks of 
the masses and, there fore , re ­
mains o f such g rea t value to the 
hand fu l o f exp lo ite rs

Congressmen Happy Over 
New Price Control Act

(Continued from page 1)

Com m ittee in con ju n ttion  w ith  
top o ffic ia ls  o f the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tion . In a statem ent sub­
m itted to the conference com m it­
tee by OPA o ffic ia ls  themselves 
it  was pointed out th a t the e f­
fects o f the amendments would 
spell the destruction o f price con­
tro l. Yet, though these amend­
ments were reta ined, h igh  adm in­
is tra tio n  spokesmen led by W ar 
M ob iliza tion  D ire c to r James F. 
Byrnes, more com m only known 
as the “ A ss is tan t P resident” , are 
opposing a P residentia l veto. In  
fac t, i t  is reported th a t: “ P rio r 
to the conference com m ittee ’s f i ­
nal sessions. . . there was a m eet­
ing o f top A d m in is tra tio n  o f f i­
cia ls in B yrnes’ office a t the 
W hite  House where he la id  down 
the po licy to be fo llow ed. Bowles 
(O P A  A d m in is tra to r)  p a rtic ip a ­
ted in th a t discussion and its  re ­
su lts  were re layed by telephone 
to the conference com m ittee a t 
the C ap ito l.”

Under the w h ip  o f Byrnes, 
spokesman fo r  Roosevelt, adm in­
is tra tio n  forces lined up in  sup­
po rt o f the amended price goug­
ing b ill.  T h is  was a crue l blow 
to the libe ra ls  anil labor bureau­
crats who had concentrated th e ir 
fire 'on  the “ reactionaries”  in Con­
gress fo r allegedly ta k in g  advant­
age of Roosevelt’s “ preoccupa­
t io n ”  w ith  the invasion to blast 
the price contro l m achinery to 
pieces. The lib e ra l PM, zealous 
supporter of Roosevelt, had fu r i­
ously assailed the “ pro fiteering 
paratroopers" who had seized the 
m oment of invasion to launch an 
attack on price con tro l enforce­
ment, adding: “ A dm in is tra tion  
forces, w ith  a tten tion  focused on 
the heroic dram a of the N or­

m andy beach-heads, have con­
cluded tha t t iie  campaign of these 

! special in terests can he blocked 
' on ly by the heaviest firepower. 
That, w i l l  take the fo rm  of a re­
sounding veto message by the 

I President i f  the leg is la tion  ex­
tending the Price Control and 
S tab iliza tion  Act. emerges from  
Congressional conference as had 

I as i t  now looks.”

| L IB E R A L  M U D D L E H E A D S

i B u t because of the active par- 
! tic ip a tio n  o f the a d m in is tra tion  
1 in  fra m in g  tile  measure, PM  i t ­

self is forced to conclude: "There 
i is no question o f the b i l l ’s im m e­
d iate adoption. B u t there are lik e ­
ly  to  he no votes against i t  be­
cause W ar M ob iliza tio n  Chief 
Byrnes has passed the word 
around the H ill th a t there w ill 
be no veto unless som ething un ­
expected happens.”  L ike  a drow n­
ing  man c lu tch ing  a t a s traw , the 
libe ra ls  c lin g  to the tanta liz ing- 
hope o f the “ unexpected.”  The 
m yth  o f “ price co n tro l”  under ca­
p ita lism  is another o f the fa ir y  
tales which c lu tte r  up the lib e ra ls ’ 
Museum o f Abandoned Hopes. 
These people are capable on ly  o f 
con fus ing and d iso rie n tin g  the 
s trugg le  o f the w orkers  against 

| soaring prices and a constantly  
declin ing  standard o f liv in g .

The Am erican people have long- 
been v ic tim s  o f a p o lit ic a l shell 
game. Congressional representa­
tives o f b ig  business in te rests  
have perfected the technique o f 
m aking exo rb ita n t demands on 
behalf o f th e ir  “ c lien ts .”  Th is is 
usu a lly  fo llow ed by a fu rio u s  ou t­
cry  by libe ra ls , labor bureaucrats 
and S ta lin is ts  aga inst the “ re ­
actiona ries”  fo r  t ry in g  to  “ under­
m ine”  the ad m in is tra tion . D a rk  
h in ts  are made o f a Presidentia l

AP USES ANONYMOUS LETTER 
AS VILE ANTI-LABOR SMEAR

P IO N E E R  PARAG RA PH S

PROLETARIAN REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY IS INESCAPABLE NEED

W ar, we are to ld , creates a 
revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion . Rut have 
we had a lack o f revo lu tiona ry  
s itua tions  in the period fro m  1917 
u n t il today? Le t us glance b r ie f­
ly  a t the post-w ar period:

A revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  in  
Germany, 1918-1919.

A re vo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion  in 
A u s tr ia  and H u ng ary  at the same 
tim e.

A  revo lu tiona ry  s itu a tio n  in  
Germany in 1923 (the Ruhr occu­
pa tion ).

A re vo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion  in 
China, 1925-1927, which was not 
im m edia te ly  preceded by u w ar.

Profound revo lu tiona ry  convul­
sions in Poland in 192(1.

A revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  in 
Germ any, 1931-1933.

A  revo lu tion  in Spain, 1931-’37.
A  p re -revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  

in  France, beginn ing in 1934.
A  p re -revo lu tio na ry  s itua tion  

in  Belg ium  a t present (1937).
Despite the superabundance o f 

revo lu tiona ry  s itua tions, the to i l­
in g  masses have no t carried  o f f  
any re vo lu tio n a ry  v ic to ry  in any 
o f the enumerated cases. W hat is 
la ck ing ?  A  p a rty  capable o f u t i l ­
iz in g  the revo lu tiona ry  s itua ­
tion...

Precisely fo r  th is  reason there  
rises before the p ro le ta r ia t the 
iro n  necessity o f b u ild in g  new 
pa rties  and a new In te rn a tio n a l 
which corresponds to  the charac­
te r  o f our epoch —  an epoch c f

great social convulsions and per­
manent w ar danger.

I f ,  in the event o f a new w ar, 
the masses are no t headed by a 
bold, courageous, consistent rev ­
o lu tio n a ry  p a rty , tested th rough  
experience and en jo y ing  the con­
fidence o f the masses, a new re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  s itua tion  would th ro w  
society back. A w ar may, under 
such circum stances, te rm ina te  not 
w ith  a v ic torious revo lu tion , but 
w ith  the c rum b ling  o f our whole 
c iv iliza tio n . One would have to 
be pa the tica lly  b lind  no t to see 
th is  danger.

W ar and revo lu tion  are the 
gravest and m ost tra g ic  phenom­
ena in  human h is to ry . You can­
not joke w ith  them. They do not 
to le ra te  d ile ttan tism . We m ust 
understand c lea rly  the in te rre la ­
tionsh ip  o f w a r and revo lu tion . 
We m ust understand no less 
c le a rly  the in te rre la tio n sh ip  o f 
the objective revo lu tiona ry  fac­
tors, which cannot be induced a t 
w ill,  and the subjective fa c to r o f 
the revo lu tion  — the conscious 
vanguard o f the p ro le ta ria t, its  
pa rty . I t  is necessary to prepare 
th is  p a rty  w ith  the u tm ost en­
ergy.

(F rom  “ The Case o f Leon T ro t­
sky,”  —  T ro ts k y ’s Sum m ary 
Speech —  Report o f the Dewey 
Commission, pp. 513-514. H arpe r 
&  Bros. New Y ork  1937. 640
pages, paper $1.00. O rder from  
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n ive r­
s ity  Place, New  Y o rk  3, N . Y .)

A  typ e w ritte n , anonymous le t­
te r, con ta in ing  $412 in  b ig  fo ld ­
ing money, was the basis last 
week fo r  one o f the d ir tie s t 
smears against organized labor 
since the W all S treet press pub­
lished ils  fake s to ry  last year 
about a “ s tr ik e ”  o f merchant sea­
men a t Guadalcanal.

Scream ing fro m  fron t-page  
headlines, th a t in  some instances 
took the p lay aw ay fro m  the w ar 
news, there appeared las t T hu rs ­
day afte rnoon and F rid a y  m orn­
ing an Associated Press dispatch 
fe a tu r in g  a le tte r, w ith  the type ­
w ritte n  s igna tu re  “ The Crew of 
the U.S.S. Coos Bay,”  w h ich  o f­
fered to “ pay the wage increase 
. . .th a t m oney-hungry s tr ike rs  
are dem anding.”  The le tte r con­
tained $412, inc lud ing  three $100 
b ills , “ to ‘buy o f f ’ the present 
s tr ike rs  o f the W r ig h t A irc ra ft  
C o rpo ra tion .”

W ith o u t checking the au th e n ti­
c ity  o f the le tte r, o r ascerta in ing 
who were its  rea l authors, the 
AP flashed the le tte r  w ith  an in ­
fla m m a to ry  an ti- la b o r w rite -u p  a ll 
over the country . The s to ry  buried 
the fa c t th a t the W rig h t inc ident 
was p rec ip ita ted  by a group o f 
W r ig h t employes, no t members 
o f the union. I t  did no t involve 
the question o f a wage increase, 
but was a reac tiona ry  an ti-N egro  
action which the union v igorous­
ly  denounced.

Even i f  the le tte r  were actua l­
ly  the product o f the Coos Bay 
crewmen, which is a m a tte r o f 
considerable doubt, its  references 
to the W rig h t s tr ike  c le a rly  show 
th a t “ they were propagandized”  
w ith  fa lse a n ti- la b o r in fo rm a tio n , 
as R. J. Thomas, U A W -C IO  Pres­
ident, has charged, and th a t the 
AP and its  member papers played 
up the s to ry  fo r  the sole purpose 
o f scandalizing the labo r move­
ment. Even Paul M ickelson, exe­
cutive news ed ito r o f the AP, has 
adm itted  th a t “ em pha tica lly  i t  is 
no t”  the custom ary po licy  fo r  the 
A P  to  publish anonymous le tte rs .

I t  now appears lik e ly  th a t one 
o f the insp ire rs, i f  not authors, of 
the Coos Bay le tte r  is none other 
than a L ieu t. W . F. James, who 
has been sending Congressmen 
s im ila r a n ti- la b o r m issives in 
which he has iden tified  h im se lf 
as the executive o ffice r o f the 
Coos Bay.

Representative R anu lf Comp­
ton, o f Connecticut, has revealed 
th a t he received a copy o f the 
Coos Bay le tte r, p r io r  to  its  pub­
lica tion  by the AP, d ire c tly  from  
L ieu t. Janies, who had been cor­
responding w ith  h im  fo r  some 
tim e “ about reaction among the 
men in the armed services to w ar- 
p lant s tr ikes .”  Compton read one 
such rab id la bo r-b a iting  le tte r 
from  James on January 12 in the 
House and la te r inserted i t  in to  
the Congressional Record.

This AP  piece o f vicious yellow  
jou rna lism  is pa rt o f the a n t i­
labor offensive o f B ig  Business 
and the governm ent. The agents 
o f W a ll S tree t have been t ry in g  
to put over forced labor and the 
wage freeze under the p re te x t 
th a t these are being “ demanded”  
by the rank and f i le  servicemen. 
A t the same tim e, the corpora tion 
press, Roosevelt’s a rm y and navy 
o ffic ia ls  and Congressional labor- 
ha ters  have been engaged in  a

cam paign to inc ite  w orkers in u n i­
fo rm  against the w orkers on the 
production lines.

Even i f  the A P  should now re ­
veal the whole t ru th  about the 
Coos Bay le tte r, i t  w il l undoubt­
edly be in the same snide fash ion 
as the Guadalcanal “ s tr ik e ”  was 
treated. Banner headlines blazon­
ed the fake s to ry  o f the “ s tr ik e ” ; 
the repud ia tion  o f the s to ry  by 
the N avy D epartm ent was buried 
in a t in y  item  back in  the finan­
cia l sections. The ca p ita lis t press 
thus upholds its  rep u ta tio n  fo r  
“ im p a r t ia l ity .”

veto unless the Congress w ith ­
draws its  more outrageous de­
mands. T h is  stage play is passed 
o f f  as a rea l co n flic t between the 
ad m in is tra tion  and Congress thus 
p rov id ing  a perfect se tting  fo r  be­
hind-the-scenes ba rga in ing  which 
culm inates in a “ compromise.”  
A  compromise in w h ich the “ re ­
actionaries”  are g iven w hat they 
re a lly  wanted in the f irs t place 
and the cu rta in  is rung  down on a 
scene o f '“ love and kisses.”  A  hap­
py ending in which the pro tagon­
ists congra tu la te  each o ther on 
having once again fleeced the 
people.

T h is  perform ance has been re- 
| pealed tim e  and again. Each tim e 
j the libe ra ls  and labor statesmen 
I hasten to “ deplore”  the action o f 
i Congress. They exe rt themselves 
to w hitewash the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  o f a ll respons ib ility  
in  order to be able to repeat the 

I perform ance a t a la te r date.
“ The resu lt,”  says P h ilip  M u r­

ra y  o f the amended price con tro l 
act, “ can be on ly a m arked and 

i con tinu ing  rise in prices and 
j ren ts .”  M u rra y  then c a re fu lly  ex­
cludes the A d m in is tra tio n  from  
his line o f f ire  which is directed 
solely aga inst the “ reactionaries”  

i in Congress. How could i t  he 
otherw ise w ith  the “ labor sta tes­
men”  com m itted to  the task o f 
m ob iliz ing  the labo r movem ent in 
support o f the fo u rth  te rm  fo r  
th e ir  “ f r ie n d ”  in the W hite  
House ?

B u t the fac ts  g ive the lie  to 
any such a rb itra ry  and fra u d u ­
lent d iv is ion  between the “ reac­
tion a ries”  in  Congress and the 
“ progressives”  in the ad m in is tra ­
tion . The m u tila ted  version o f the 
Price C ontro l and S tab iliza tion  
A c t was adopted by a v ir tu a lly  
unanimous vote o f both Houses of 
Congress. The b ill was drawn up 
in close consulta tion w ith  top o f ­
fic ia ls o f the a d m in is tra tion  and 
was given the blessing o f the ad­
m in is tra tio n  before i t  was sub­
m itted  to Congress. The responsi­
b i l ity  fo r  com ple ting  the w reck­
age o f a price con tro l b i l l which 
was la rge ly  in e ffec tive  even be­
fore the addition o f the c rip p lin g  
amendments lies squarely on the 
shoulders o f both the leg is la tive  
and executive branches o f the 
governm ent. No am ount of dem­
agogy can conceal that. fact.

The w orkers  have been given 
another lesson in  the class char­
acter o f the governm ent. Depend­
ence on the po litica l agents o f the 
ru lin g  class to safeguard the 
standard o f liv in g  o f the masses 
can lead on ly to d isaster.

More Progressive 
And Labor Support 
Rallies to the 18

(Continued from page 1)

avowed H it le r ite  and the refusal 
o f the same cou rt even to review  
the convictions in the M innea­
polis Labor Case. “ O nly the 
m ig h ty  voice o f organized labor 
demanding freedom  fo r  the 18 
can libera te  them  from  th e ir  p r i­
son cells,”  declared M r. Novack.

H e rbe rt M oyer, E xecu tive Sec­
re ta ry  o f Cramps S h ipyard  Local 
12, 1U M SW A-C IO , K a z i m ier 
M ille r. O rgan iza tiona l D irector, 
D ist. 7, U n ited  Steel W orkers of 
America-t.TO, and Reverend E. L. 
Cunningham o f St. P au l’s B ap tis t 
Church, called upon a ll workers 
and progressive-m inded people to 
hack the fig h t to free the 18. M r. 
Samuel O tto , Business M anager 
of the P h iladelph ia  Jo in t Board 
o f the IL G W U -A F L  and Theodore 
Spaulding, P resident o f the P h ila ­
delphia N A A C P , sent telegram s 
o f so lid a rity  to the m eeting.

SHOP - TALKS 
ON SOCIALISM

By V. Grey

A L L E N T O W N , Pa., June 21—  
Oeorge Novack, ( ’R I)C N ationa l 
•Secretary, speaking at the URDU 
nee ting  held here to n ig h t a t the 
Hotel A llen , told the auto w o rk ­
ers and other trade un ion ists p re­
sent tha t the cam paign around the 
M inneapolis Labor Case was the 
greatest labor defense s trugg le  in 
the Second W orld  W ar, com par­
able to the eases o f M ooney-B ill- 
ings and Eugene V. Debs, who 
were likew ise ja ile d  fo r  th e ir  la ­
bor m ilita n cy  and revo lu tiona ry  
socia list views in f lic  F irs t  W orld 
W ar.

M r. Novack gave an in sp ir in g  
review o f the fa s t-g ro w in g  array 
o f w orkers th roughou t the coun­
try  who have a lready come to 
the aid o f the v ic tim ized  CIO and 
T ro ts k y is t leaders. The enthus­
iastic audience con tribu ted $28 to 
the M inneapolis fund.

JUNE F. I. FEATURES TIMELY 
ARTICLES ON ENGLAND, U. S.

Four B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts  were 
convicted last week under the v i­
cious Labor Disputes A ct. The 
June issue o f F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l, now on sale, presents a 
concise rev iew  o f the p o lit ic a l 
background o f th e ir  a rrest, in a 
“ B r ie f Report on E ng land ”  by J. 
B. S tua rt. The domestic cris is 
o f C h u rch ill’s T o ry  governm ent, 
g row ing  pressure by the labo r j 
movement aga inst the treachery 
o f the Labor P a rty  and the trade 
union bureaucrats, the s tr ike - ' 
b reaking ac tiv itie s  o f the S ta lin ­
ists, and the fusion o f the T ro t-  | 
sky is ts  in to  the R evo lu tionary 
Com m unist P a rty , are analyzed 
in re la tio n  to the persecution of 
T ro ts k y is t leaders.

On the home scene, as A m e ri­
can B ig  Business begins to re ­
convert its  industries fo r  peace­
tim e production, w orkers face the 
problem o f van ish ing jobs. In 
a detailed survey, “ U. S. Capi­
ta lism  Heads fo r  B ankrup tcy ,”  
W illia m  Simmons proves th a t de­
spite increased labor p ro du c tiv ­
ity  i t  is im possible fo r  Am erican 
cap ita lism  to  provide w o rk  fo r  
m illio ns  o f to ile rs , unless So­
c ia lism  replaces ca p ita lis t mono­
poly.

A lso fea tu red in the June is ­
sue o f F ourth  In te rn a tion a l is an

excellent a rtic le , “ Relig ion —  Its  
Social Roots and Role,”  by F e lix  
M orrow , p a rtic u la r ly  t im e ly  in 
view  o f S ta lin ’s embrace o f the 
church. M orrow  traces the  h is ­
to ry  o f the church as an in s tru ­
ment o f the ru lin g  class, w ith  
emphasis on its  adapta tion to the 
needs of m onopoly cap ita lism  to ­
day, in Am erica  as well as in 
Europe. O ther artic les  o f in te r­
est are “ The Pucheu Case and 
‘Free F rance’ ”  which analyzes 
the antagonism s in the French 
ru lin g  class which made such a 
w a r-g u ilt  t r ia l  both a necessity 
and a danger to its  own preserv­
a tion ; and an a rtic le  by an In d ­
ian revo lu tion is t who recently 
broke w ith  S ta lin ism , in which 
he demonstrates the treachery o f 
the Ind ian  Com m unist P a rty , as 
a logica l ou tg row th  o f S ta lin ’s 
be traya l o f in te rna tiona l social­
ism.

Sum m ariz ing  and ana lyz ing 
the im p o rta n t developments o f 
recent weeks, “ Review o f the 
M on th ”  discusses the significance 
o f the “ new”  Bonomi regim e in 
I ta ly , the persecution o f the B r it ­
ish T ro tsky is ts , and the na tio n ­
wide cam paign o f S ta lin ism  in 
A m erica to sabotage and slander 
labo r’s defense o f the IS M inne­
apolis prisoners.

R E A D IN G , Pa., June 25 — 
More than 250 Reading workers 
and th e ir fam ilies  turned out to 
hear George Novack a t the CRDC 
picnic held th is  Sunday at the 
Angelica Picnic Grove. Address­
ing  his audience fro m  a table in 
the open a ir, the CRDC N a tiona l 
Secretary pointed out th a t the 
fram eup o f th? 18 was an a ttack  
upon the en tire  labo r movement i 
and the dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f the 
Am erican people. “ W hat is 
p r im a r ily  a t stake in th is  case is j 
not the po litica l opin ions o f the 
18, bu t the fa c t th a t they have 
been ra ilroaded to prison because I 
o f th e ir  s trugg les fo r  labo r and . 
fo r  rea l democracy.”  The audience 
cheered and applauded M r. Nov- 
aek’s s t ir r in g  appeal fo r  aid fo r  
the IS.

Five o f the m ost p rom inent 
trade union leaders o f Reading 
also spoke to the ra l ly  on behalf 
o f the 18. John Torchio, Local 
Chairm an o f the B lacksm iths L o ­
cal, A F L , acted as Chairm an. Pre­
ceding Novack as speakers were: 
Giuseppe Bufano, P resident of 
the Maintenance o f W ay E m p loy­
ees, A F L ; M a rtin  Enoch, P res i­
dent, B lacksm ith  Local, A F L ; 
George Parsons Vice Chairm an o f 
the B o ile rm akers Local A F L , and 
Clarence Farragam c, Local Vice- 
Chairm an o f In te rn a tion a l Asso­
c ia tion o f M achin ists.

A home-made cake was ra ff le d  
o f f  fo r  $18.83 and over $100 was 
raised fo r  the 18 a t th is  en joy­
able a ffa ir .

The second in s ta llm e n t o f 
Leon T ro ts k y ’s rep o rt and speech 
to the E leventh P a rty  Congress 
in  Moscow on A p r i l 1, 1922, ap­
pears in th is  m on th ’s A rsena l of 
M arxism .

E very  w o rke r who seeks an 
understand ing o f the T ro ts k y is t 
movement should read the June 
issue o f F ourth  In te rn a tion a l, 
fo r  its  exposure o f the rea l aims 
o f those who persecute the lead­
ers o f in te rna tiona l socialism. 
S ingle copies may be obtained 
fo r  20c., a ye a rly  subscrip tion 
fo r  $2, by o rde riing  fro m  the 
Business M anager, 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  Place, New Y ork  3, N. Y.
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“ Say, who are you w ork ing  
lo r, t ile  Company or the U n ion ? ”  

E very good steward has had 
th is f lu n g  at him  one tim e  or an­
other by some hoo t-lick ing  com­
pany stooge who doesn’t fo rge t 
.o add, “ Laurence J. D ing Dong 
gave you th is  job. Where would 
you he i f  it  weren’ t fo r  h im ? ”  
And so on. And a beau tifu l w ater 
t ig h t piece o f logic i t  is. The boss 
gives you a job, so— you shouldn’ t 
bite the hand tha t feeds you. 
Well, i t ’s true  enough he gives a 
man the roya l p riv ilege  o f ge tting  
down on his knees w h ile  he m ilks  
him o f o il his s treng th  and 
energy. B ut ju s t what does he 
give him beyond th is?  A liv in g  
wage? E very union man knows 
what a s trugg le  i t  is to make the 
boss pay you enough to rea lly  
live  on. “ B u t s t i l l , ”  a w orker 
m igh t say, “ I t  is true  th a t the 
boss gives people jobs. So we 
be tte r not pu t h im  out o f busi­
ness, or take over the shops our­
selves like  the Socialists w ant 
to .”

A c tu a lly  ju s t the opposite is 
true. The boss could never get 
rich w ith o u t people ro llin g  up 
w ealth fo r  h im  in the fo rm  of 
production. Yours is re a lly  the 
hand th a t feeds the boss. And 
he's b it in g  i t  a ll the tim e. Be­
sides, he’s always p u ttin g  people 
out o f w ork.

When General M otors were 
“ g iv in g ”  people w o rk  in D e tro it, 
Pierce A rro w  was la y in g  them 
o f f  in B u ffa lo . G reater cap ita l 
and cheaper production methods 
a t General M otors (g e ttin g  more 
sweat out o f the w orkers) fin a lly  
drove Pierce ou t com plete ly. Lots 
o f sk illed  men were out o f w o rk  
fo r  years. And sm all foundries 
around the c ity  th a t used to 
supply Pierce w ith  castings fo r  
pistons, m oto r blocks, etc.— they 
were h it  hard too. Chippers, 
g rinders, core m akers and molders 
had to h it  the streets.

Lackawanna Steel im ported all 
kinds o f people around the tim e 
o f W orld  W ar 1 to run  th e ir  
m ills . Serbs, Poles, Czechs, Rus­
sians, Mexicans, Negroes fro m  
the south — nearly  a ll fo rm e r 
fa rm ers  who had lived poorly, but 
worked s tead ily  a ll th e ir  lives. 
Then fo r  years in the th ir t ie s  
Lackawanna became a ghost 
tow n— a tow n o f liv in g  shadows 
who always looked ho pe fu lly  a t 
the smokestacks a t the  west end 
o f town, w a it in g  fo r  the furnaces 
to s ta rt up. The steel bosses put 
them out o f w ork. In  the mean­
tim e, d u rin g  those years th e ir  
sons grew  old enough to w ork . 
But by th is  tim e the bosses were 
“ ngaged in W orld  W ar I I ,  so the 
second generation o f young men 
could find w o rk  —- shouldering 
bayonet and gun.

A ll over the country , on every 
tu rnp ike , on every r iv e r  and 
harbor, you can see fac to ries  and 
m ills  abandoned in th e ir  p rim e— 
and on the skid rows o f every 
c ity  you can find some o f the 
human wrecks th a t th is  has made. 
K n itt in g  m ills  in New England 
shut down fo r  9 months, some-

j tim es a whole year— w h ile  men 
'and women hug the wood fires in  
j 40 below w eather fo r  lack o f 
enough wool c lo th ing . They would 

1 like  to w ork  an e x tra  week in the 
| m ills  fo r  a supply o f w in te r 
I heavies. But the good-hearted boss 
says, No!

M any o f these m ills  are crum - 
I b lin g  now. Since the w a r s ta rted  
' new factories  have been b u ilt—• 
m illio n  and b illio n  do lla r factories 

1 and p lants. When the w a r is over 
j w ill they s ta r t c rum b ling  before 
| th e ir  tim e?  O f course, th a t is, i f  
we s t i l l  have the bosses to  th ro w  
people ou t o f jobs. Th is process 
w il l  go on as long as cap ita lism  
goes on.

The boss m ay no t de libe ra te ly  
w an t to pu t you out o f w ork, be- 

I cause the m ore he has w o rk in g  
fo r  him , the more money he 
chisels. B u t out o f w o rk  you go 
ju s t the same— o f f  the land, out 
o f the factories, in depressions 
the w o rld  never knew  in days 
gone by— before, th a t is, we 
heard o f the genius o f these 
cap ita lis t bosses. Is  th is  because 
the y ’re s tup id?  No, i t ’s the 
“ s tu p id ity ”  o f th e ir  ou tw orn  
system th a t causes th is .

In  1932 they were th ro w in g  
oranges in the ocean— le tt in g  
tomatoes ro t on the vine, w h ile  
l i t t le  kids in the slum  areas had 
to live  on w h ite  spaghetti. Here 
in the c ity  no boss would g ive you 
w ork. O ut in the coun try  the  
fa rm ers were g'oing broke because 
they couldn’t  sell the ve ry  th in gs  
you needed. W hy d idn ’t  Laurence 
J. D ing  Dong g ive you a job  
then? W hy were you la id o f f  be­
fo re?  Because you were lazy—  
because you d idn ’t  produce 
enough? W hat a laugh ! Produc­
tion , production, effic iency and 
more p roduction ! . . .  You produc­
ed TOO M U C H . The bosses’ w a re­
houses were crammed fu l l  and he 
couldn’t  sell the  s tu ff.  So out you 
went.

Now you 're back again produc­
in g  like  he ll again. And when 
w ill the next crash come? W e ll, 
you don’t know exactly . But you 
know i t ’s com ing.

Smokeless smokestacks a t the 
steel p lan t, deserted foundries, 
auto p lan ts w ith  skeleton crews—  
and thousands o f thousands o f 
hard w o rk in g  people tossed ou t—  
w h ile  the k ind-hearted bosses go 
south fo r  the w in te r. T h a t’s the 
k ind  o f th in g  you’re re a lly  look­
ing  fo rw a rd  to when you th in k  i t  
over. T h a t’s you r fu tu re  under 
cap ita lism . T h a t’s the  k ind  o f 
system the bosses have— the k in d  
o f job they give you.

There ’s re a lly  on ly  one a lte r­
native. Instead o f le tt in g  the 
bosses boot you out— k ick  the 
bosses ou t— abolish th e ir  ro tten  
system — and run the factories, 
m ills  and mines yourselves.

And we’ ll  never le t the w are­
houses choke and food ro t w h ile  
people need it .  W hat we w ant 
we’ ll  produce, w ith o u t ask ing  
any bosses' perm ission. Because 
the fac to ries  w ill be ours. A nd 
we won’t let them crum ble u n t il 
we’re ready to bu ild  new ones.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilita n t

JUNE 3 0 , 1 9 3 4
M IN N E A P O L IS — General D rive rs  U n ion  574 voted unan im ously on 

June 28 to  answer com pany s ta llin g  on wage demands by prep­
ara tions fo r  new s tr ik e  action. The em ployers, hav ing  signed a 
con tract on M ay 29, g iv in g  reco gn ition  to  the un ion and p ro ­
v id in g  fo r  nego tia tion  o f wage demands, were us ing the tim e ­
w orn tactics o f de lay ing proceedings, in  a desperate a ttem p t to  
ra l ly  th e ir  forces in order to  destroy the union. The m em ber­
ship, according to  a special dispatch to  The M ilita n t,  called fo r  
“ A  s tr ik e  conference o f a ll T ra n sp o rta tio n  U nions to  be held 
w ith in  f iv e  days. . . the  conference to  prepare fo r  the  neces­
sary  action to  force wage increases.”

SAN  F R A N C IS C O — The seventh week o f the P ac ific  Coast lo ng ­
shoremen’s s tr ik e  opened w ith  an a ttack  on the m il ita n t  un ion­
is ts  by the reac tiona ry  top leadership o f the Am erican Feder­
ation o f Labor, to  which the union was a ffilia te d . S ta lin is t a t­
tem pts to w in  representa tion  fo r  th e ir  r iv a l “ Red U n ion ”  on 
the Longshorem en’s s tr ik e  com m ittee, were seized upon by the 
A F L  bureaucracy as reason to demand th a t the Longshorem en’s 
un ion “ cleanse its e lf  o f com m unistic elem ents.”  The rea l p u r­
pose o f th is  demand was to  d isc red it the m il ita n t  un ion is ts  
whose strugg le , w in n in g  ever m ore support am ongst W est Coast 
w orkers, threatened to g ro w  in to  a general s trike .

G E R M A N Y — Speaking a t M a rb u rn  on June 17, V ice-Chancellor von 
Papen disclosed the f i r s t  move o f the N azi p a r ty  to  cast o f f  
its  demagogic mask and openly embrace the p rogram  o f the 
b ig  bourgeoisie. C om pla in ing o f the im patience o f the masses, 
von Papen demanded, “ Have we gone th rou gh  an a n ti-M a rx is t 
revo lu tion  in order to  c a rry  out a M a rx is t p rogram  ? F o r every 
a ttem p t to solve the social problem  by co llec tiv iza tion  o f p ro p ­
e rty  is M arx ism .”

Thus von Papen renounced the tw o  points— na tion a liza tio n  
o f trus ts  and land re fo rm s— which had won to  the b ro w n sh irt 
ranks the discontented pe tty  bourgeoisie and the declassed w o rk ­
ers. P o in t 13 o f the o ffic ia l N azi program , “ We demand the 
na tiona liza tion  o f a ll businesses which have been up to  the pres­
ent tim e  form ed in to  t ru s ts ;”  and P o in t 17, “ We demand land 
re fo rm  suitable to  our na tiona l requirem ents, con fiscation  w ith ­
ou t compensation o f land fo r  communal purposes and the abo li­
tion  o f in te res t on land loans,”  had never been intended fo r  f u l ­
fillm e n t. Thus, eighteen m onths a f te r  H i t le r ’s seizure o f power, 
the N azis discarded those planks o f its  p rog ram  w hich had 
g iven a semblance o f c re d ib ility  to  th f i ir  “ a n ti-c a p ita lis t”  dem­
agogy.
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fortress of the 

world proletariat, against 

all assaults of world im­
perialism and of Interna) 
counter-revolution, is the 

most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
-  LEO N TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
l .  M ilita ry  training of worker?*, financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
of the trade unions, Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by the gov­
ernment hut controlled by the trade 
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

t ,  Trade union wages fo r all workers 
drafted iuto the arm y.

5 Full equality fo r Negrot;s iu die armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
wilh Jim Crowisra everywhere.

*. Confiscation o f all war profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale o f wages to meet the 
rising cost o f living.

6. W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

9 . The defense o f the Soviet Union  
against im perialist attack.

Labor Solidarity
(Continued from page 1)

of the working class. Such interests run counter to 
the interests of the employers who use their eco­
nomic ami political power to appropriate for them­
selves the great bulk of the wealth produced by 
labor.

That is why the employing class has fought the 
unions from the very beginning, and -as long as 
the struggle over the division ol the national in­
come prevails- -must continue to wage an unre­
lenting war against their existence. 1 he employers 
have at their disposal all the state instruments of 
repression— police, m ilitia, army— as well as their 
own private!y-armed thugs and vigilante gangs. 
"Our strength." as Lenin wrote, "lies in unifica­
tion (solidarity), our recourse is joint, unanimous 
and stubborn resistance to the employers." In or­
der to destroy this solidarity and crush the stub­
born resistance of the workers to unrestrained ex­
ploitation and oppression, the employers use other 
powerful weapon-, in 1 heir arsenal—control of the 
press, radio, school and pulpit— to accomplish their 
purpose.

The workers have learned, through history a? 
well as through bitter experience, to prize and 
cherish the united front of labor in defense of their 
common interests. The trade union itself is the most 
elementary form of the united front, designed to 
include within its ranks all workers employed in 
a trade or industry regardless of race or creed, 
politics or religion. Whatever differences may exist 
among individuals in the labor movement they 
must stand U N ITED  in the struggle against the 
common enemy. The reason that SCABS are so 
universally loathed i< that they violate this first 
principle of working class solidarity.

The first halting steps of the labor movement 
led to the formation of prim itive trade union or­
ganizations of a local ami isolated character. These 
led by successive stages, against the violent oppo­
sition of the employers and their government, to 
the development of powerful National and Inter­
national unions. Thousands of labor martyrs paid 
with their lives to establish the "legal" status of 
the unions,.to wrest from the employers and their 
political agents the right to strike— without which 
"union recognition" is a hollow mockery -together 
with the right to use other effective weapons which 
labor had forged such as the "boycott" and ‘‘sym­

pathy strike." The latter two. expressing as they 
do in a high degree the solidarity of labor, have 
been the particular targets of repressive legislation 
designed to prevent their effective utilization in 
defense of the "common interests” of labor.

"The right to strike," says a CIO pamphlet pub­
lished in April 1941, "is basic to all workers' rights 
and to all liberty in the United States. W ithout this 
right, labor has no real protection against low 
wages and living standards. Labor must keep this 
right in order to remain free, in order to keep 
and improve standards won over past years ot 
struggle. The right to organize and bargain col­
lectively implies the right to strike, since strike 
action is frequently the only way organized work­
ers have of enforcing collective bargaining."

While the CIO statement is nothing new, any­
more than are the fundamental principles set 
forth in this editorial, they bear repetition because 
there has been launched a monstrous campaign by 
the Stalinists to falsify, pervert and distort the his­
tory, tradition and principles upon which the la­
bor movement is founded in order to cover up the 
enormity of the crimes thev arc committing in 
disrupting the essential solidarity of the working 
class. In a recent issue of the ILW U Dispatcher, 
controlled by the Rridges-Stalinist clique, strikes 
are stigmatized as "ignoble, contemptible, tra ito r­
ous and murderous."

Strikes, savs Bridges, should not only he out­
lawed for the "duration” but permanently. The 
Daily Worker vilifies workers on strike by apply­
ing to them the term which, by its own record, it 
has earned for itself- SCAB! When the workers 
at the Chicago plant of Montgomery Ward were 
compelled to strike to defend the very existence 
of their union, they received a magnificent demon­
stration of working class solidarity when the whole 
labor movement, with one exception, rallied to their 
support. The exception, of course, was the Bridges- 
Stalinist clique who brazenly announced that the 
St. Paul plant of Montgomery Ward (which they 
controlled) would handle all orders diverted from 
the struck Chicago plant. The action was. in the 
true sense of the word, that of a SCAB!

When Roosevelt proposed the enactment of a 
forced labor law to conscript labor for private in­
dustry the leaders of the organized labor move­
ment vigorously denounced the proposal as a blow 
against the "common interests" of labor. The only 
group within the labor movement who demonstra­
tively endorsed the proposal were -the Stalinist 
"labor leaders" Bridges, Curran and others. Con­
stantly breaking ranks, ranging themselves on the 
sidt- of the bitterest enemies of labor, supporting 
the most reactionary proposals, spreading the poi­
sonous propaganda of the employers within the 
labor movement, the Stalinists sap the source o f 
that strength which Lenin affirmed and which his­
tory and experience has confirmed: labor solidar­
ity. Were Lenin alive today, he could find no 
stronger term to characterize the Stalinists than 
that to which their activity entitles them: SCAB!

Class Justice
The subordination of "justice" to political ex­

pediency is one of the calculated policies in the 
“ democratic" record of the Roosevelt administra­
tion. In a report releaseci last week. Attorney Gen­
eral Biddle whitewashed what has been termed “ one 
of the dirtiest frameups" in the history of Hud­
son Count}-. Hudson Count}-, New Jersey, is the 
stamping ground of Boss Hague, prominent mem­
ber of the National Committee of the Democratic 
Part}'. The Hague machine had framed a political 
opponent. John R. l.ongo, who was railroaded by 
a Hague-controlled prosecutor and sentenced by a 
11 ague-con trolled judge. The frame-up was so raw 
that an insistent demand arose for an investigation 
of the gross denial of civil rights in Hague's poli­
tical domain. After first refusing to act, Attorney 
General Biddle later yielded to public pressure and 
announced that the EB1 would investigate the 
l.ongo case.

Instead of prosecuting those guilty of perpetrat­
ing the frame-up the “ investigation” was turned 
into a smear of L.ongo and a whitewash for Hague. 
Apparently, the titu lar head of the Democratic 
Part}- is not at all averse to doing a little  favor 
for one of his "boys” -particu larly for one who 
stands high in the councils of the Democratic Par­
ty. controls a corrupt machine that delivers the 
vote and is an ardent fourth-term advocate. The 
abstract principle of “ justice” is twisted and tor­
tured to serve political ends. This is nothing new. 
We saw llie same thing occur in the frame-up and 
imprisonment of the IS Socialist Workers Party 
leaders and Minneapolis CIO truckdrivers.

In the Minneapolis Case the Roosevelt-Biddle 
combination rushed to the aid of Daniel |. Tobin 
who called for their assistance in preventing the 
Minneapolis truckdrivers_ from exercising their 
democratic right to designate their own leaders of 
a union of their own choosing. Tobin, bureaucratic 
head of the API. Teamsters Union, is one of Roose­
velt s I0 special assistants and was head of the 
labor committee of the Democratic National Com­
mittee in tile 1040 presidential campaign. As in the 
case of Boss Hague, Roosevelt-Biddle placed the 
machinerv of the Department of Justice (no one 
has ever explained why the}- call it that) at the 
disposal of Tobin to railroad m ilitant workers and 
political opponents to ja il —and keep them there 
in the face of an obvious violation of civil liberties 
and labor's rights.

Of a piece with this mocker}- of "justice" is the 
action of Roosevelt's “ liberal" Supreme Court 
which has three times refused to review the case 
of the IS although it involved a constitutional 
test of the Smith "Gag" Act. This is the same Su­
preme Court which recently upset the conviction of 
the pro-fascist llartzel because the conviction de­
prived him of his constitutional guarantee of free­
dom of speech.

W LB  M e rry -G o -R o u n d

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

Incentive Pay
E d ito r:

I would like  to re la te  an in c i­
dent th a t happened in my shop 
concerning production and the 
w ar e ffo r t.  I, being against the 
incentive plan in general, would 
say tha t we have about the best 
bonus system possible. One' rea­
son why 1 say th is  is th a t it one 
has a job ca lling  fo r  a quota o f 
fo r ty  an hour, be could make 
tw en ty  more in one hour and get 
paid fo r  one h a lf hour extra  in 
th a t hour. I f  be continues like, 
'th a t a ll day fo r  ten hours, be gets 
paid extra  five hours

In th is  job th a t I ju s t m ention­
ed a man could make n ine ty 
pieces an hour and paid one hour 
and ten ex tra  pieces in th a t one 
hour. The bosses in our shop ' 
iid n ’t  like  tha t. So they wanted I 
;o raise the quota on a ll jobs to 1 
-lie l im it  o f production and from  I 
there they w ill determ ine f i f ty  
oercent from  the top lim it .  I f  a 
nan c a n ’t  make more than n ine­
ty  an hour then the bosses w ill ! 
set s ix ty  as the quota and th ir t y  ! 
as the bonus.

The shop com m ittee refused to 
consider any th ing . We had a 
shop m eeting a fte r w ork tha t •ko­
to ta lk  about th is  change. We 
decided th a t i f  the bosses ca rry  
out th e ir  th rea t, we’ll jus t fo rge t 
about the bonus and w ork  our 
norm al way. One sm art alec gets 
up and says th a t w e 'll be h u r t­
ing  the w ar e ffo r t.  One member

o f the com m ittee answered him 
by saying th a t he had a son in 
the arm y, tha t o ther members o f 
the com m ittee had bro thers in the 
arm y. He continued by saying 
th a t the bosses in general and 
in our shop are not interested in 
production hut more p ro fits . He 
continued by saying, “ W hy should 
we k i l l  ourselves fo r  bosses’ p ro­
fits w h ile  they raise our quotas? 
I t  is the bosses who are ho ld ing 
up production, and not the w o rk ­
ers."

To date the boss’ s have not 
carried out th e ir th rea t.

A. H.
B rooklyn , N. Y.

Suprem e C o u rt
E d ito r:

Enclosed is a le tte r signed by 
A r th u r  W. Hopkins which was 
publish,ed in the M inneapolis 
S tar-Journa l, June 23:

“ When i t  comes to f ig h tin g  fa s ­
cism the U n ited States Supreme 
C ourt doesn’t even ta lk  a good 
ligh t. On May 15 the Supreme 
C ourt decided to review the case 
o f 2-1 fo rm e r o ffic ia ls  o f the Ger- 
m an-Am erican Bund, who had 
been convicted in New Y ork  fed ­
eral cou rt fo r  ‘conspiring to ad­
vise evasion and resistance to the 
selective service act.’ It also rev­
ersed the conviction o f E lm er 
I la r tz e ll,  avowed Chicago fascist, 
who had been found g u ilty  by a 
low er cou rt o f v io la tin g  the 1917

espionage act, on the grounds 
th a t the governm ent had fa iled 
to prove ‘w i l l fu l in te n t’ to im p a ir 
m orale o f the armed services 
th rough  pam phlets he had c ircu ­
lated.

“ Now the law yer fo r  the 29 
fasc is t defendants in the mass 
sedition t r ia l now being held in 
W ashington is ask ing fo r a d i­
rected verd ic t o f ‘ not g u ilty ' fo r 
his c lients on the grounds th a t 
had the Supreme C ourt handed 
down its  H a rtze ll ve rd ic t before 
the 29 had been indicted, there 
never would have been a t r ia l.

"Com pare the solic itous t re a t­
ment accorded fascists w ith  th a t 
received by the defendants in the 
M inneapolis labor case. Here 
were l '< m ilita n t w orking-class 
leaders, whose lo y a lty  to th e ir 
class had never been questioned, 
and whose uncom prom ising s tru g ­
gle against fascism  here and 
th roughou t the w orld  had earned 
th? hatred and fea r o f reaction­
aries the w orld  over. How did 
the Supreme C ourt deal w ith  
these people? I t  refused even to 
review the case, despite the fa c t 
tha t its  c o n s titu tio n a lity  is doubt­
ed by la rge and im p o rtan t sec­
tions o f the population. Over 200 
labor, fra te rn a l and lib e ra l organ­
izations have condemned th is  law 
(S m ith  ‘Gag’ A c t) and have ask­
ed fo r  the release o f the 18 p r is ­
oners, 14 o f whom  are at Sand­
stone. W hy doesn’t  the Supreme 
C ourt jo in  the rest o f us in the 
s trugg le  against fasc ism ?”

International Notes
GREECE

A fe a rfu lly  ha rrow ing  p ic ture 
of conditions in Nazi-occupied 
Greece is drawn by C. L. Sulz­
berger o f the N. Y. Tim es in a 
dispatch from  Cairo on June 17. 
A w ild , uncontro lled in fla tio n  
rem iniscent o f the collapse of the 
currency in Germany in the early  
twenties re flects the general 
economic ru in . The Greek drachma 
is today w orth  1/ 180,000th o f its 
value when M usso lin i’s fasc is t 
arm ies attacked the country.

“ A lready m illio n  drachma notes 
are in common c ircu la tio n .”  the 
correspondent reports. “ When 
tlie  Greek war started 1,000,000 
drachma was w orth  more than 
$0,000. A thens shops are re fus ing  
to accept 5,000 drachma notes in 
paym ent fo r goods because o f the 
d iff ic u lty  in counting them. Gold 
is used openly by the few  lucky 
people who have it. The vast 
m a jo r ity  of the population does 
its  shopping e ither on a ba rte r 
basis or w ith  housewives c a rry ­
ing suitcases or huge peasant- 
cloth bags o f bills. Recently a man 
bought an oka (about 2 ’ l- lbs) o f 
meat and the money he paid fo r  
i t  weighed more than the pu r­
chase.’’

Here are some of the current 
A thens prices in drachm as: One 
newspaper. 200,000: one c igare tte . 
20.000: a pa ir o f men’s shoes, 
500,000,000; a pa ir o f women’s 
shoes, 150.000,000; a loaf of 
bread, 2,000,000; one egg. 200,- 
000: one oka o f sugar, 7,000.000; 
one oka of olive o il, 12,000,000.

Athens suffered a te rrib le  
fam ine d u rin g  the firs t year of 
occupation, due to an absolute 
lack o f food. Today, as Sulzberger 
states, there is food available but

on ly  the very w e ll-to-do can buy
it. “ Grocers are well stocked w ith  
rice, sugar, meat, biscuits, m arm ­
alade. a ll k inds o f cheeses, ham 
and bacon. B u t not even th? Ger­
man occupying forces can raise 
money fo r  purchases and about 
a ll the Nazi soldiers buy o r­
d in a rily  are raisins a t 2,000,000 
drachmas an oka. Paradoxica lly , 
the German conquerors them ­
selves ar? hungry  now and a 
common s igh t is to see priva te  
soldiers seeking to beg cigare ttes 
or s ile n tly  s ta rin g  in to  shop w in ­
dows.

“ The very poor in A thens are 
able to scrape along peddling- 
vegetables, bread or c igarettes 
obtained from  black m arke t 
profiteers. . . . The black m arke t 
is an open, recognized source of 
supply, a lthough the profiteers 
a>-e hated. Except on the black 
m arke t, a ll prices are f ix ’ d by 
the Q u is ling  governm ent, hut 
supplies are rationed in quan tities 
insu ffic ien t fo r subsistence. The 
ra tio n  price fo r  a lo a f o f bread— 
which is a five-day a llo tm e n t— is 
125,000 drachmas, as compared to 
fifteen tim es as much on the black 
m arket.

"Greece's m iddle class and 
w hite  co lla r workers have been 
u tte r ly  and com plete ly ruined. 
W h ite -co lla r w orkers ' w ives and 
children are jo in in g  the eve r-in ­
creasing hordes o f peddlers. A l­
though the te rr ib le  fam ine of 
1941-42 is at an end, hundreds of 
persons in the Athens area are 
s t ill on the verge o f s ta rva tion  
and in th? no rth  and west m iser- 
aide fam ine is spreading.”

The war has brought ru in  to a ll 
o f Europe. The Greeks are rav ish ­
ed by fam ine and hunger, black

m arkets and uncontro lled in f la ­
tion. But so are the Ita lia ns  who 
have been " lib e ra te d ”  by the 
A llie d  im peria lis ts . The on ly road 
out o f a ll th is  ru in  is the road 
o f Socialism.
C A N A D A

The le ftw a rd  surge o f the 
workers and farm ers o f Canada 
continued last week when the 
Canadian Commonwealth Federa­
tion pactica liy  swept the board in 
the Saskatchewan prov inc ia l elec­
tions, w inn ing  43 o f (he 51 con­
tested scats in the leg is la ture . 
Not a s ingle scat was won by the 
Tories (P rogressive Conserva­
tives).

H ig h ly  s ig n ifica n t is the fac t 
tha t th is  western province o f 
Canada is la rge ly  ru ra l, g ra in - 
g row ing  and most o f its  S9(i,000 
population are fa rm ers who now 
q u it ’  c lea rly  have lined up w ith  
the le ftw a rd  m oving w orkers in 
centra l and eastern Canada. The 
phony L ibe ra l pa rty , which ruled 
the province w ith  s lig h t in ­
term issions fo r  most o f fo r ty  
years, is a ll but swept away, 
re ta in ing  on ly fo u r seats in the 
leg is la ture .

'H ie CCF is a re fo rm is t pa rty  
w ith  a socia list program  to which 
its leaders pay on ly lip  service. 
As Tim e magazine po in ted ly com­
ments: “ The tru th  was th a t it was 
not socialism  but practica l p o li­
tic ians who called themselves 
socialists th a t had won in 
Saskatchewan.”  Th is fac t, how­
ever, does not lessen the po litica l 
significance o f the CCF v ic to ry . 
The fa rm ers and workers so lid ly  
hacked the p a rty  w ith  the most 
radical program  and reputa tion . 
A  rea l s trugg le  fo r  socialism  is 
not fa r  d is tan t.

Roosevelt’s ‘Solution’ 
For the Refugee Problem

A pp rox im a te ly  1,000 refugees from  N azi persecution 
in Europe, are to be b ro ug h t to the U n ited  States 
and housed fo r  the du ra tion  o f the w a r in a con­
cen tra tion  camp to be established a t F o r t O ntario , 
near Oswego, New Y o rk .

T h is  is the “ c o n trib u tio n ”  o f A m erican cap ita lism , 
the most w ealthy and pow erfu l in  a ll the w orld , to  
the so lu tion o f the fe a rfu l refugee problem  over 
which the press organs o f cap ita lis t opin ion have 
been shedding crocodile tears these many years. T h is  
is Roosevelt’s “ he lp ing hand”  to  the v ic tim s  o f N azi 
ty ra n n y  and persecution.

F o r years the occupant o f the W hite  House has 
turned a deaf ear to appeals by Labor and libe ra l 
organ izations and ind iv idua ls  who asked th a t the 
doors o f th is  c o u n try  be opened to Jews and others 
threatened w ith  exte rm ina tion  by the Nazis.

Roosevelt’s belated answer to these appeals is the 
announcement th a t 1,000 persons, and no more —  he 
stressed th is  po in t! —  are to he given asylum  here. 
They are to be adm itted  outside the re g u la r im m ig ra ­
tion  procedure and F o r t O nta rio  has been designated 
a “ free p o rt”  fo r  th is  purpose.

A  “ free p o r t ! ”  No customs and im m ig ra tio n  reg ­
u la tions w ill be applied to these 1,000 hunlan commo­
d ity  item s! T he ir “ freedom ”  w i l l  be the freedom  o f 
the concentra tion camp, fo r  i t  is not intended th a t they 
shall en joy any o f the m uch-vaunted libe rties  o f th is  
“ land o f the free and the home o f the brave.”

Roosevelt has directed th a t “ the A rm y  sha ll take 
the necessary secu rity  precautions so th a t the re fu ­
gees w il l  rem ain in the camp fo r  the du ra tion  o f the 
w a r”  and then he transported  back to the places 
whence they came.

The camp w ill be adm in istered by tile  W ar Reloca­
tion A u th o r ity , the same departm ent o f governm ent 
which runs the camps in to  which tens o f thousands 
o f Japanese, c itizens and non-citizens, were herded 
like  ca ttle  upon e n try  o f the U n ited  S tates in to  the 
w ar. A  high fence w il l  surround th is  “ free p o r t”  
and soldiers w ill be on du ty  to see th a t none o f the 
recip ients o f Rooseveltian benevolence gets away to 
g re a te r lib e rty .

T h is  is w ha t is being held fo r th  as “ a id ”  to v ic tim s  
o f Nazi persecution! The refugees who w i l l  a rr ive  
a t F o rt O ntario  w ill doubtless wonder w hether i t  
was re a lly  w o rth  w h ile  to escape H it le r ’s concentra­
tion  camps ju s t  to he able to enter a “ dem ocra tic”  
concentration camp in the U n ited  States.

House Steamrollers Bill 
Aiding Insurance Racket

Insurance companies con tro l scores o f b illions  o f 
cap ita l. They are, in fac t, the b iggest business in  
the country . T hrough th e ir  m onum ental fin a n c ia l 
power, the insurance m onopoly has played a m a jo r 
pa rt in  enabling A m erica ’s S ix ty  F am ilies, p a rtic u la r­
ly  the M organs, Rockefellers, M ellons and duPonts, 
to  secure contro l o f every basic in d u s try  in  the coun­
try .

Recently, the Supreme C ourt upheld the in d ic t­
ment o f 200 f ire  insurance corpora tions wh ich the 
D epartm ent o f Justice was prosecu ting  fo r  v io la tio ns  
o f the a n t i- tru s t laws. The charges included con­
sp iracy to con tro l insurance rates, robb ing the pub lic  
th rough  ex to rtiona te  prem ium s, d isc r im in a tin g  be­
tween the sm all and b ig  po licy  holders, etc.

B ut a r ip - ro a r in g  reac tiona ry  Congress has rushed 
to save the m u lti-b illio n  d o lla r insurance corpora tions 
fro m  c rim in a l prosecution. Led by a shouting, hooting  
block o f insurance agents, the House o f Representa­
tives la s t week passed by a vote o f 283-54 a b il l ex­
em pting  one o f the most ru th less f in a n c ia l monopolies 
in the coun try  fro m  prosecution under the a n t i- tru s t 
laws, and specifica lly exem pting  those a lready in ­
dicted.

R are ly  in its  long h is to ry  o f le g is la tin g  fo r  cap i­
ta lis t in terests, has Congress given such an open and 
brazen dem onstra tion o f its  function  as a governm ent­
al agency o f the ru lin g  c a p ita lis t class.

Why No One ‘Understands’ 
BLS Living Cost Figures

The union leaders, both A F L  and CIO. have been 
•engaged in a “ ba ttle  o f s ta tis tic s ”  to  disprove Roose­
ve lt s Bureau o f Labor S ta tis tics  fig u re s  th a t l iv in g  
costs have risen on ly 23.4 percent since January  
1941. A  jo in t A F L -C IO  com m ittee established w ha t 
every housew ife has known from  experience, th a t the 
cost o f liv in g  has soared a t least 43.5 percent.

Now a com m ittee appointed by W L B  C hairm an 
D avis is compelled to re p o rt th a t the m is lead ing BLS  
figu res  are on ly  “ a measure o f p rice changes”  and 
do no t g ive the rea l p ic tu re  o f the actual rise  in  the 
cost o f liv in g . “ The w idespread op in ion th a t the B LS  
index gross ly  understates the  rise  in  the cost o f l i v ­
in g  is ju s tif ie d , i f  cost o f l iv in g  is taken to  mean 
the am ount o f money a fa m ily  spends fo r  the com­
m odities and services i t  buys.”  To believe the  rep o rt, 
the “ ca re fu l housewives”  have no t understood “ the 
h ig h ly  technica l sense in which the BLS  uses cost 
o f l iv in g .”

B u t now th a t th is  “ h ig h ly  technical sense”  has 
been made clear, and everybody knows w h a t was 
known a ll a long tha t the B LS  fig u re s  were phony, 
th a t doesn’t  mean the labo r leaders have won the 
case fo r  h igh e r wages. W age raises have never been 
won, and never w i l l  lie ju s t because the w o rkers  need 
them and can prove as much by a ll laws, inc lud ing  
those o f h ighe r m athem atics. The w o rkers  w in  bet­
te r conditions on ly  by f ig h t in g  fo r  them .

As a m a tte r o f fa c t, the “ ba ttle  o f s ta tis tic s ”  has 
been ju s t a lo t o f shadow boxing. O ver tw o  years 
ago, in the In te rn a tio n a l H a rves te r case, the W a r 
Labor Board ru led  th a t w h ile  the w orkers  could ex­
pect e x is tin g  wages to be “ reasonably pro tected,”  
th is  ‘does not mean th a t labo r can expect to receive 
th rou gh ou t the w a r upw ard changes in  its  wage 
s tru c tu re  which w il l  enable i t  to keep pace w ith  the 
upw ard changes in the cost o f l iv in g .”

In  short, the w orkers  w ill have to use a lo t m ore 
m il ita n t  and e ffec tive  a rgum ent than s ta tis tics  to  
smash the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la .


