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'Daily Worker' Forms A Red-Baiters United 
Front With Tobin, Anderson, H. W. Smith

By A rt Preis
The latest Stalinist frameup and lynch-incitation campaign 

against the labor militants, particularly the Trotskyists, has 
reached a sustained pitch and is pouring out ever-increasing 
volumes of slanderous filth. The first manifestations of this 
GPU-inspired drive were described in detail in last week’s 
Militant.

During the past ten days, this campaign has touched new 
heights of fu ry  and malevolence. Stalinist panic has been aroused
by the most recent expressions 
of mounting trade union sup­
port for the defense of the 18 
imprisoned Trotskyists, framed 
under the infamous Smith 
“ Gag”  Act for their socialist 
opposition to the imperialist 
war.

Two events in  pa rticu la r have 
been the in sp ira tion  fo r the cur­
re n t S ta lin is t lies and hyste rica l 
Invective. One was the h igh ly  
successful C iv il R ights Defense 
Committee's united labor ra lly  
two weeks ago in  New York C tv  
on behalf of the M inneapolis La­
bor Case v ic tim s, when national 
leaders of im p o rtan t CIO in te rn ­
ationa ls denounced the scabby a t­
tem pts o f  the S ta lin is t s tr ik e ­
breakers to sabotage the cam­
paign to free the 18. The other 
was the unanimous resolution 
passed by the Boston convention 
o f the A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers Union, which 
nrged im m ediate unconditiona l 
p res identia l pardon fo r the ra i l­
roaded T ro ts k y is t leaders.

F o llow ing  the s ingu la r fa ilu re  
Of the S ta lin is t D a ily  W orker  to 
in tim id a te  outstanding un ion 
leaders from  speaking a t the New 
Y o rk  CRDC ra l ly  by a ho w ling  
d ia tr ib e  accusing them  o f being 
“ suckers”  fo r the T ro tsky is ts  ana 
a id in g  "sed ition is ts ,” the Da ily  
W orker  then went in to  a spate of 
slanderous fro th in g  a lte r  the 
m eeting.

F irs t, the D a ily  W orker  p rin ted 
a “ news”  report of the meeting 
w h ich  fabricated the scurrilous 
lib e l th a t the "hope”  of the 18 
im prisoned working-class a n ti­
fasc is t T ro ts k y is t lighters “ is 
bound up w ith  the defense of the 
sed ition is ts  on t r ia l  a t W ashing­
ton.”

S ta lin is t venom was s p it pa r­
t ic u la r ly  a t the union speakers.

George Baldanzi, executive vice- 
president of the CIO  T e x tile  
W orkers. Thomas I)e Lorenzo, 
president o f the m ilita n t B rew ­
ste r A eronautica l Local 365, CIO 
United Autom obile  W orkers, and 
a t Samuel W olchok, in te rna tiona l 
president o f the CIO Reta il, 
W holesale and Departm ent Store 
Employes, who had sent his per­
sonal representative to  address 
the m eeting.

A fte r assuring Its gu llib le  read­
ers th a t the im prisoned T ro t­
skyists "helped H it le r , ”  the Daily  
W orker  then whined tha t “ Bald­
anzi and De Lorenzo spoke exact­
ly  like  the T ro tsky is ts .”  De Lo r­
enzo's “ T ro tsky ism ,”  according to 
the ho rrified  S ta lin is t press gang­
sters, consisted of the fact tha t 
he “ charged th a t the Brewster 
p lan t was shut down because the 
government wants to ‘break the 
union con tract’.”  Baldanzi was 
accused of a “ red-batting tirad e " 
—  because he nailed the S ta lin is ts  
as reactionary agents of W all 
Street.

So ag itated were the S ta lin is ts  
over th is  m eeting, th a t a few 
days la te r the D a ily  W orke r raved 
about i t  in  a lead e d ito ria l, under 
the inv id ious  heading “ Abysmal 
Spectacle.”  A fte r tu rn in g  an apop­
lectic red, w h ite  and blue over the 
fact tha t workers would dare to 
hold a m eeting pro testing  the ou t­
standing v io la tio n  of labor's de­
m ocra tic r ig h ts  du ring  th is  war 
w h ile  A llied  invasion forces “ were 
s to rm in g  the beachheads,”  the edi­
to r ia l repeats once more the 
fram eup am algam  between the 
im prisoned T ro tsky is ts  and in ­
dicted fascists on t r ia l  in  W ash­
ington.

The ed ito ria l then reveals the 
nub of Its  frenzy —  its  Chief

(Continued on page 5)

Unions Pledge Aid 
To the 18 at CRDC
Meetings in East

N E W A R K , N. JL. June 17. —  
80 members and leaders o f im ­
po rtan t trade union and c iv il l ib ­
erties organ izations pa rtic ipa ted  
in a C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee  d inner-m eeting here to ­
n ig h t to hear George Novack, 
N a tiona l Secretary o f the CRDC, 
repo rt on the g row ing  support of 
labor dnd c iv il libe rties  groups 
fo r  the 18 im prisoned T ro tsky is ts , 
and to m obilize the progressive 
forces in th is  area fo r  the f ig h t  
to free the 18.

Am ong prom inen t union lead­
ers who pa rtic ipa ted  as speakers 
and pledged the backing o f th e ir  
organ izations to the CRDC cam­
paign were Sol S te tin , M anager 
o f the N orthe rn  New Jersey Jo in t 
Board o f the CIO  T ex tile  W orkers 
U n ion ; W a;te r Czejkow ski, P res i­
dent o f the T renton, N. J., CIO 
In d u s tria l U n ion C ouncil; I rv in g  
Rosenberg, P resident o f Local 
108, U n ited  R e ta il, W holesale and 
D epartm ent Store W orkers, C IO ; 
and C arl Thol, m ember o f the 
New Jersey S tate In d u s tr ia l 
Un ion Council and P resident o f 
Local 260, U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers, CIO. Thol spoke as the 
personal representative o f Irv in g  
Abram son, P resident o f the state 
CIO.

In  the rep o rt o f his recent 
three-m onth coast-to-coast tou r, 
Novack sta ted : “ I  have rejoiced 
to discover fro m  one end o f the 
coun try  to  the o ther how much 
more receptive than tw o  and a 
h a lf years ago the labo r move­
ment is. Recause labor has le a rn ­
ed in these tw o  and a h a lf  years 
to understand the m arch o f reac­
tion  and the necessity to defend 
c iv il libe rties  and labo r’s r ig h ts .”

P LE D G E D  SUPPO RT

Pledg ing the fu l l  m ora l and 
m a te ria l aid o f the 40 T ex tile  
W orkers locals in New  Jersey, 
Sol S te tin  declared “ these 18 don’t  
belong in ja i l .  W ha t happened to 
them  could happen to  me o r o ther

(C ontinued on page 6)

SWP Issues Appeal For 
$1000 Solidarity Fund
Workers Asked to Express Solidarity With British Trotskyists 
Now Facing Capitalist Persecution in Churchill's Frame-up Trial

The Socialist Workers Party has initiated a drive to raise ® 
the sum of $1000 as a Solidarity Fund on behalf of our British 
co-thinkers now being persecuted by the British Tory govern­
ment. Four members of the Revolutionary Communist Party 
(Trotskyists) of Great Britain have been indicted under the noto­
rious Trade Disputes Act, charged with having aided a strike 
called by the Tyne Apprentice Guild. The prosecution arose as a 
result of the m ilitant coal and Apprentice strikes which swept 
England in March and A pril, ®- 
shaking the British ruling class 
with fear at the rising working 
class dissatisfaction and opposi­
tion.

The, B r it is h  to ry  press unloosed 
a v io len t campaign against the 
T ro ts k y is t vanguard of the Eng­
lish  w o rk in g  class, a ttr ib u tin g  the 
s tr ik e  wave to the w ork  of these 
“ ag ita to rs ’’ and dem anding dras­
t ic  governm ent action to curb a ll 
s trikes. When the insp ired cam­
paign had been lashed in to  an 
hys te rica l frenzy, spectacular 
ra ids  were staged by Scotland 
Yard on the offices and homes 
of the leaders and members of 
the RCP. The arrests of fou r 
lead ing members o f the RCP and 
th e ir  in d ic tm e n t under the Trades 
D isputes A c t clim axed the lynch 
campaign against the B ritish  
T ro tsky is ts . T h is  is the firs t tim e 
th a t the notorious an ti- la bo r 
Trades Disputes Act, a law 
adopted by the Tories a fte r the 
1926 S trike  to ham string  the la­
bor movement, has been used by 
the B r it is h  governm ent since its  
adoption.

The an ti-labor character of the 
prosecution was made crysta l 
clear when a few days a fte r the 
arrests the  p o lit ic a l lackeys of

B r it is h  im peria lism , goaded by 
the T o ry  press, prom ulgated a 
new “ Defense Regulati on" im pos­
in g  d rastic  penalties on "s tr ik e  
ag ita tors .”  The B r it is h  cap ita lis t 
governm ent, lik e  its  counterpart 
in  the U n ited States, attem pts to 
screen its  reactionary blows 
against the labor movement by 
s in g ling  out fo r  special persecu­
tion  the most p o lit ic a lly  advanc­
ed and class conscious vanguard 
o f the w o rk in g  class.

A l l  genuine m ilita n ts , a ll class 
conscious w orkers w i l l  w an t to 
express th e ir  support o f the fou r 
fram ed-up B r it is h  T ro ts k y is t 
leaders. You can express your 
so lid a rity  w ith  our B r it is h  co­
w orkers by sending con tribu tions 
fo r  the $1000 S o lid a rity  Fund to 
the Business M anager o f The 
M ilita n t,  116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
N . Y. 3, N . Y .

The b ru ta l treatm ent accorded 
our B r it is h  fe llow -w orkers by 
th e ir  cap ita lis t ja ile rs  stands in 
g la rin g  contrast to the tender 
concern displayed by the ru lin g  
class over the well-being o f B r i t ­
a in ’s num ber 1 Fascist, S ir  Os­
wald Mosoly, who was released 
from  prison because of “ il l-  
health .”  The T ro ts k y is t fighters 
fo r labor's rights and interests

were kept in  ja il fo r 12 days 
w ithou t ba i l !  "The m agistrates 
refused b a il,”  says a recent re­
port, “ saying th a t the defendants 
should be kept in  custody in  view 
of the 'na tu re  and g ra v ity  of the 
charge and also the circumstances 
surround ing the case.’ ”  We are in 
form ed by the la test report tha t 
a lt  fo u r defendants, a fte r being 
com m itted fo r tr ia l,  were fina lly  
allowed ba il on ly “ on condition 
th a t they repo rt d a ily / '

The prosecution ajid t r ia l have 
aroused a w ide movement of sup­
po rt among many leaders and o r­
ganizations of the Eng l.sh w o rk­
in g  class. E ig h t Members of Par­
liam en t have un de rw ritten  the de­
fense and have jo ined the “ A n ti- 
Labor Laws Defense Committee," 
w h ich  is a broad un ited fro n t 
labor defense organ ization on be­
h a lf of the defendants. Leaders 
of the defense com m ittee have 
declared tha t they have coiU£ " fo r ­
ward to support the f irs t  people 
to be penalized'’ under the vicious 
Trades Disputes A c t which is be­
in g  used as a cap ita lis t weapon to 
underm ine the B r it is h  labor 
movement.

A n  in ju ry  to one is the concern 
o f a ll!  A  blow aga inst the B r i t ­
ish labor movement and its  van­
guard, the T ro ts k y is t R evo lu tion­
a ry  Com m unist P a rty  is the con­
cern o f class conscious w orkers 
th roughou t the w orld . We are 
sure th a t the advanced section of 
the A m erican w o rk ing  class w ill 
ra lly  to the support o f our B r i t ­
ish comrades.

A Fascist Faces the Wrath of Ita lian Workers

This remarkable photograph, together with others taken at the same scene which are reproduced on Page 3, shows how the 
armed anti-fascist workers and soldiers fought and hunted down the hated fascists as the Allied armies entered Rome. In the above 
picture, a fascist is cornered by the workers, whose feelings towards fascism and its minions are clearly revealed in their faces. An­
other fascist is cowering behind the steel grille of the tobacco shop where he and his colleagues tried to hide.

Anti-Fascists Are Suppressed 
In  Rome Under Rule Of Allies

By Louis Bonn
When the Allied m ilita ry  forces marched into Rome, as in the case of their previous oc­

cupation of Naples, they found a city already being cleansed of armed fascists. The Italian 
workers and anti-fascists know how to deal w ith the fascist scum.

Delayed, censored and garbled Allied press reports from Rome, issued when the Allied 
troops first entered the city, reveal something of the violent and successful armed struggle put 
up by the proletarian masses. As a tiny delayed Associated Press dispatch, written on June 4, 
discloses: "Anti-Fascist Italians clashed with German soldiers and Italian Fascists in bitter, hand- 
to-hand fighting in the Rome area today. The anti-Fascists were in civilian clothes but were 
wearing red arm bands bearing ®
the hammer and sickle insig­
nia.”

N o th in g  is more revea ling  o f 
how the Roman masses fo u g h t 
and subdued the fascists than the 
Associated Press photographs 
which The M il ita n t  reproduces in  
th is  issue. These pictures o f the 
armed Ita lia n  w orkers  and ex- 
soldiers hu n tin g  the fasc is t ra ts  
out o f th e ir  holes te ll a v iv id  sto­
ry  o f the mood o f the masses en­
te r in g  upon th e ir  lib e ra tin g  
s trugg le  a fte r  22 years under the 
axe o f fascism.

As these rem arkable photo­
graphs show, the Ita lia n  pro le­
ta r ia t  did no t w a it ro r  the “ l ib ­
e ra tin g ”  arm ies o f Roosevelt and 
C hurch ill. The masses, who had 
fe lt  the heel o f fascism  fo r  over 
tw o decades know w ha t i t  is and 
how to f ig h t  it .  And, as the ex­
pressions o f the a n ti- fa sc is t f ig h t ­
ers in  these p ic tu res c lea rly  re ­
veal, the w orkers  o f I ta ly  are 
s te rn ly  determ ined to  w ipe out 
fascism roo t and branch by th e ir  
own e ffec tive  methods and th e ir  
own mass action.

A M G  RO LE

But in Rome, as in Naples p re­
viously. a fte r  the armed masses 
themselves had subdued, d isa rm ­
ed and arrested a ll the Nazis and 
Fascists they could find , the A l­
lied M il ita ry  Governm ent, tu rn ­
in g  the guns o f A llie d  troops 
against the a n ti-fa sc is t w orkers, 
proceeded to d isarm  them, a rrest 
them and tu rn  them over to  fas­
c is t-con tro lled  tribu na ls . AM G  
troops raided the headquarters o f 
workers organ izations and anti-' 
fascist Partisans. One o f the f ir s t  
fo rm a l acts o f the AM G  was to 
impose a forem ost scion o f the 
old butchers’ regime, the fascist- 
m onarch ist P rince F ilip p o  Pam- 
p h illi,  as M ayo r over the people 
o f Rome.

In  Rome, as in  Naples, the
AM G was immediately moved to

re ta in  and entrench a ll the v ile s t 
forces o f c a p ita lis t reaction in  the 
local governm ent. A t  the same 
tim e, the power o f “ dem ocra tic”  
im p e r ia lis t arm s was turned 
aga inst the a n ti- fa sc is t w orkers 
in an e f fo r t  to subdue th e ir  inde­
pendent s trugg le  and save the 
top p ling  s truc tu re  o f Ita lia n  cap­
ita lis t-m o n a rch is t ru le.

O nly one dispatch has thus fa r

made its  w ay th rough  the A llie d  
censorship to  g ive  some idea o f 
the A M G  acts aga inst the r is in g  
masses. T h a t dispatch, by Hom er 
B ig a rt, published in  the June 17 
N . Y . H e ra ld -T ribune , reveals as 
in  a lig h tn in g  fla s h  the true  
s to ry . I t  describes the ra ids  made 
by the A M G  police upon the head-

continued on page 3)

Nail Harry Bridges
The CIO council of Toledo, 

Ohio, representing over 60,000 
industrial workers, last week 
unanimously adopted a resolu­
tion urging the national CIO 
to remove Harry Bridges, Stal­
inist head of the CIO Long­
shoremen's Union, from his 
post as CIO regional director 
on the West Coast.

Over 200 delegates endorsed 
th e  resolution denouncing 
Bridges for his strikebreaking 
role in the Montgomery Ward 
strike and his enunciation of a 
permanent no - strike policy. 
During the discussion on the 
resolution, one d e l e g a t e  
declared: “I can remember 
when this body discussed reso­
lution after resolution to 
protect Bridges (against depor­
tation.) His action is a slap in 
the faee to every member of 
the CIO.”

(Continued on page 2)

CRDC Exposes Supreme Court Stand In  
Recent Rulings On Free Speech Cases

George Novack, National Secretary of the C iv il Rights De- 9  
fcn.se Committee, last week sharply condemned Roosevelt's Su­
preme Court which in recent rulings showed its solicitude for the 
legal rights of pro-Nazis convicted under the Espionage Act. but 
has three times refused even to hear the appeal of the 18 impris­
oned Trotskyist anti-fascists who were framed up under the in­
famous Smith “ Gag” Act because of their socialist views.

s---------------------------------------- -“ The ru ling s  handed- down on 
June t2  by the U. S. Supremo 
Court se tting  aside the convic­
tions in  the H artze l and Baum ­
g a rtn e r cases stands in  g la r in g  
contrast to the refusal of these 
same Justices in  December 1943 
even to consider the appeal of 
the 18 CIO truckdrivevs and So- 
l ia lis t  AVorkers P arty  leaders in 
the M inneapolis Labor Case,”  
Novack charged in  his press state­
ment.

“ A lthough H artze l and Baum­
gartner were convicted under the 
Espionage Act of 1917. and the 18 
union and T ro tsky is t leaders were 
convicted under the Sm ith  'Gag' 
A c t of 1940, these cases involve 
no th ing  bu t utterances, although 
of a d iam e trica lly  opposite p o li­
tica l character. The form er were 
avowedly pro-fascist w h ile  the 
M inneapolis defendants are M arx- 

j is t and pro-labor.”
In  tho H artze l-Baum gartner

cases involving anti-Semitic and

pro-Nazi views and utterances, 
Novack pointed out, the Supreme 
C ourt has upset the lower court's 
ve rd ic t of “ g u ilty ."  "Y e t i t  has 
three tim es refused to hear our 
appeal in  the M inneapolis Labor 
Case w h ich  concerns the prosecu­
tion  of CIO members and Social­
is t W orkers P arty  leaders fo r 
th e ir  w o rk ing  class a c tiv itie s  and 
revo lu tiona ry  soc ia lis t op in ions.” 

Novack declared th a t the con­
clusion to be drawn from  these 
con trasting  decisions of the Sup­
reme Court is tha t, according to 
the m a jo r ity  of the Justices, “ i t  
is  deemed perm issible to dissem­
inate race hatred and H itle r ite  
propaganda w h ile  i t  is a crim e 
to propagate the ideas of M arx, 
Len in  and T ro tsky, or to exercise 
free speech in  defense of the dem­
ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f labo r.”

The Supreme C ourt’s la test ac­
tion , Novack stated, “ accentuates 
the injustice committed against

the 18 CTO and Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  leaders now serv ing 12 to 
16 months prison term s as the 
firs t v ic tim s o f the v icious Sm ith  
‘G ag’ Act. Our Com m ittee is ap­
pealing to President Roosevelt to 
re c tify  th is  in jus tice  by pardon­
ing the 18.”

Novack reported th a t a number 
of progressive union bodies in  the 
past two weeks have jo ined the 
alm ost 300 labor organizations, 
representing over a m illio n  and a 
quarte r Am erican workers, which 
had p rev iously  gone on record 
to hack the figh t to free the 18. 
T h is  fast-grow ing support in c lud ­
es such In te rn a tio n a l Unions as 
the U n ited T e x tile  W orkers o f 
Am erica, CIO; U n ited T ransport 
Service Employees, CIO; United 
Reta il, AVholesale and Department 
Store Employees, CIO: and the 
A F L  In te rn a tion a l Ladies' Gar­
m ent AVorkers Union.

The D e tro it Briggs Local 212, 
UAAV-CIO, a t a recent general 
membership m eeting adopted a 
strong resolution addressed to 
President Roosevelt condemning 
the im prisonm en t of the 18 and 
dem anding an unconditiona l pres­
id e n tia l pardon fo r them. The res­
o lu tio n  charges th a t the S m ith

“ Gag”  A c t is a “ vicious s ta tu te  
condemned by leading c iv il l ib ­
erties and labor organizations as 
con tra ry  to every p rin c ip le  of de­
mocracy,”  and denounces the “ un­
precedented action”  of the Sup­
reme Court fo r re fus ing  to review  
the M inneapolis Labor Case “ even 
though the S m ith  ‘Gag’ Law clear­
ly  vio lates the con s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts  o f free speech and free 
press.”  Accom panying the resolu­
tion  was a $100 con tribu tion  to 
the CRDC campaign.

The General Council o f Ford 
W illow -R un  Bomber Local 50, 
U A W -C IO , unan im ously adopted 
a s im ila r reso lu tion and also sent 
a $100 donation.

George R. K ing, Recording Sec­
retary. of Hudson i/ocal 154- UAAV- 
CIO, sent a telegram  fo r the lo­
cal's executive board to Roosevelt, 
te rm ing  the M inneapolis convic­
tions “ a challenge to the B il l of 
R igh ts”  and s ta t'n g  tha t the H ud­
son local leaders “ s trong ly  urge 
that you grant a fu ll and uncon­
d itio n a l pardon to these 18 labor 
un ion is ts .”

The Toledo (O h io ) Area Council 
o f R a ilroad AVorkers addressed a

(Continued on page 5).

Wants 3-Power 
Military Alliance 
Dominated By U.S.
To Police World For 
American Capitalists

By Ralph Graham

T he  p a tte rn  o f  the  pos t­
w ar w o r ld  w h ich  A m e r­
ican im p e r ia lis m  in ten d s  
to  co n s tru c t was o u tlin e d  
by P res iden t R ooseve lt o n  
June 15 in  a fo rm a l state­
m en t w h ic h  foreshadow s 
the c re a tio n  o f  a m o d if ie d  
League o f  N a tions d o m in ­
ated by a th re e -p o w e r m i l ­
ita ry  a llia n ce  o f  the  U n i­
ted States, B r ita in  and the 
Soviet U n io n .

A p p e a rin g  ten  days a fte r  
A llie d  tro o p s  had waded 
ashore on the  N o rm a n dy  
coast to  com m ence the  
“ lib e ra t io n ”  o f  E u rop e , 
R ooseve lt’ s “ m aste r de­
s ign ” , as W a s h i n g t o n  
com m en ta to rs  have re ­
ferred to it, should serve to 
shatter all remaining illusions 
built up around the idealistic 
promises of the “Atlantic Char­
ter.”

AlTie'd sold iers are shedding 
th e ir  blood, no t in  order to  l ib ­
era te the European peoples from  
Nazism , no t to  assure exercise o f 
the r ig h t  o f se lf-de te rm ina tion  by 
a ll nations and peoples, n o t to  
establish the “ F ou r Freedom s”  in  
the fo u r  corners o f the ea rth  —  
bu t to restore the old balance o f 
power system in  such m anner as 
to  guarantee the w o rld  dom ina­
tion  o f A m erican im peria lism .

Roosevelt’s s ta tem ent contem ­
plates the fo rm a tio n  o f an in te r­
na tiona l o rgan iza tion  o f “ a l l 
peace-loving na tions,”  toge the r 
w ith  an in te rn a tio n a l c o u rt o f 
jus tice , to  “ m a in ta in  peace and 
secu rity  and to assist the crea tion , 
th rough  in te rn a tio n a l coopera­
tion , o f conditions o f s ta b ility  and 
w e ll-be ing  necessary fo r  peace­
fu l and fr ie n d ly  re la tions  among 
nations. . . We are no t th in k in g  
o f a super-state w ith  its  own po­
lice forces and o ther pa rapher- 
na 'ia  o f coercive power. W e are 
seeking e ffec tive  agreem ent and 
arrangem ents th rough  w h ich  the  
na tions would m a in ta in , accord­
ing  to th e ir  capacities, adequate 
forces to  meet the needs o f p re ­
ven ting  w a r and o f m ak ing  im ­
possible de liberate p repa ra tions 
fo r  w ar, and to have such forces

ROOSEVELT DISCLOSES REAL WAR AIMS
Stalinists Intensify Anti-Trotskyist Slander Drive
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SWP Branches Hit 5000 in 
‘Militant' Subscription Campaign

The re tu rn s  o f the week —  618 N E W  SUBSC RIBERS —  show 
th a t the branches continue to sell the in tro d u c to ry  25c subscrip tion 
w ith  the same enthusiasm  and de te rm ina tion  th a t resu lted in  fu l­
f i l l in g  the quota o f 3,000 N E W  R E A D E R S  in the e igh th  week o f the 
3-m onth M il ita n t S ubscrip tion Cam paign.

O U T S T A N D IN G  A C H IE V E M E N T S  
OF T H E  W E E K

B u ffa lo  continues to lead na tio n a l­
ly  w ith  492 percent.

Rochester moved fro m  la s t place on 
the scoreboard to  s ix th .

Chicago sold the m ost subs d u rin g  
the week —  1 1 0 , fo llow ed closely by 
D e tro it  w ith  104.

Tw o m ore branches jo ined the 100 
percenters: Rochester and Y oungs­
town.

FROM OUR M A IL  BAG  

D e tro it :  Today’s m ob iliza tio n  re ­
sulted in  54 subs, some fro m  among 
the S ta lin is ts  and some fro m  a reac­
tio n a ry  d is tr ic t  w h ich  is predom in­
a n tly  southern. The comrades are en­
thused w ith  the resu lts . Everyone is 
ta lk in g  about the success o f the cam ­
pa ign and everyone is con fident o f a 
6,000 goal. I t  is  w onderfu l to  know  
th a t w e’l l  have 6 , 0 0 0  m ore people 
reading ou r paper.”

Chicago: “ W e w i l l  w ind  up the 
d rive  w ith  tw o  Red Sunday branch 
m ob ilizations, in  add ition  to  o ther 
v is it in g  w h ich  is be ing arranged.
T hrough  our w o rk  la s t Sunday, an 
excellent w o rke r con tact was made.”

Rochester: “ M ore subs w i l l  fo llow .
R a ther slow  in  s ta rtin g , b u t we are 
g e ttin g  under w ay now .”

M inneapo lis : “ These subs were ob­
ta ined by s i x  
comrades w h o  
w ent o u t  fo r  
about an hour in  
a w o rk in g  - class 
d is tr ic t  l a s t  
T hursday even­
in g  before they 
a t t e n d e d  the 
branch m eeting.
We are p lann ing  
on m ob iliz in g  a 
g r o u p  fo r  th is  
Thursday aga in .”

C leveland: “ We 
are re a lly  g e ttin g
our sub cam paign under w ay and are in u rg e n t need o f m ore cards.”  

W est Side Branch (N ew  Y o rk  L o c a l) : “ The overw helm ing m a­
jo r i t y  o f our subs is the re su lt o f an in tensive house-to-house cam­
pa ign d u rin g  w h ich we are covering a lm ost a l l the  vas t w o rk in g - 
class neighborhoods on the west side o f M anha ttan  —  Chelsea, 
W ashington H e igh ts, H a rlem , etc. W e have a lready gone over three 
quotas set fo r  ourselves —  175 was our f i r s t  quota, 250 our second, 
500 our th ird . W ith  every comrade in  the branch p a rtic ip a tin g , we 
are s tr iv in g  to  h it  the  700 m a rk .”

M ilw aukee : “ We plan to  devote more a tte n tio n  to  the sub drive  
now.”

N e w a rk : “ We have a fr ie n d , a N egro shop steward, who has 
sold 4 subs in h is  shop. He w ent ou t la s t week canvassing and sold 
more subs and he wants to  go ou t again.”

San F ranc isco: “ O ur Oakland w o rk  Sunday resu lted in  40 subs 
by 4% couples in  about lVz hours. W e are determ ined to  keep the 
subs ro l lin g  in .”

S t. P au l: “ A l l  the comrades were th r il le d  w ith  the news th a t 
we w ent over the top in  the f i r s t  e ig h t weeks o f the  cam paign. We 
th in k  the p a r ty  n a tio n a lly  can give its e lf  one b ig  p a t on the back 
—  and go on to  g e ttin g  renewals when the  cam paign ends w ith  
the knowledge th a t our paper p ra c tica lly  sells its e lf.  S t. P au l’s a im ­
in g  a t 1 0 0  subs now and we're certa in  we’l l  make i t . ”

Los A ngeles: “ These subs were obtained in  a w o rk in g  class 
neighborhood, and we averaged about 5 per m an-hour. W e agree 
th a t the subs obtained v a ry  d ire c tly  w ith  the hours p u t in .

“ I  fee l th a t I  m ust express m y  apprecia tion  fo r  a leadership 
th a t knows how and when to  act. The $15,000-15th A nn ive rsa ry  
Fund and th is  subscrip tion  cam paign couldn’t  have been achieved 
by any o ther than  a rea l B olshevik organ iza tion  w ith  a Bolshevik 
leadership.”

* *  *

O nly tw o  weeks le f t  before the te rm in a tio n  o f the cam paign. 
L e t’s fin is h  w ith  every branch a 100 percenter.
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One o f our agents in  Los A n ­
geles expresses the op in ion th a t 
The M il ita n t  im proves w ith  each 
issue:

“ Please te ll the ed itors o f The 
M il ita n t  th a t the comrades who 
critic ized  the  a rtic les  on trade 
unions, the Com m unist P a rty , and 
Roosevelt fee l th a t recent issues 
o f the paper, especia lly the  one 
fo r  M ay 20, have shown a 
tremendous im provem ent. N ow  
one o f these comrades suggests 
th a t i t  would be a good idea to 
p r in t  the n ine -po in t p rogram  on 
the f ro n t  o f the paper so th a t a ll 
w orkers m ay see a t f irs t  glance 
exactly  w ha t The M il ita n t  stands 
fo r.

“ The M il ita n t  is  ce rta in ly  be­
com ing be tte r a ll the tim e. We 
feel ve ry  enthusiastic about a ll 
the new fea tu res. ‘Shop-ta lks On 
Socia lism ’ is an excellent addi­
tion , and i t  should be ve ry  he lp­
fu l to the new readers we are ob­
ta in in g  am ong the w orkers by 
means o f the 25c. sub cards.”

A  reader in  Chicago also com­
ments about the  new column, 
“ Shop-ta lks on Socialism ” :

“ I suppose you have been to ld 
many tim es already, bu t I  would 
like  to add fo r  myself th a t the

paper as a s ix-pager has im ­
proved trem endously. The new 
column ‘Shop-ta lks on Socialism ’ 
not on ly  has the r ig h t  f la v o r but 
takes up the general subject o f 
socialism  fro m  the propagandistic 
po in t o f view. In  m y opin ion even 
more space should be devoted to 
th is  each week.”

*  *  *

T h a t the w orkers appreciate the 
t ru th  is shown by a le tte r  fro m  
our agent in  D e tro it :

“ I  gave a g ir l  a t the  shop a 
paper and tw o days la te r  she 
asked fo r  a subscrip tion. Said i t  
appeared to  he r to  be the on ly 
paper w ith  the t ru th  in  it .  She 
was ve ry  in terested in  Charles 
Jackson’s colum n, ‘The Negro 
S trug g le ’.”

*  *  *

A  subscriber in  F t. W ayne, 
Ind iana, sent us the fo llo w in g  
note w ith  a subscrip tion :

“ Perhaps reading The M il ita n t  
w ill help a young CIO  o ffic ia l 
fr ie n d  o f m ine from  s in k ing  
fu r th e r  in to  hopeless maneuver- 
ings and arm  him  against the 
S ta lin is ts .”

*  *  *

D istribu tion  o f The M ilita n t a t

Quota Subs Percent
B u ffa lo  ........... .............. ................. — 50 246 492
N ew ark  ....... ........ .................— ........ 80 267 333
New Y ork  ............................ ............ 500 1166 293
Toledo ........... ....................................... 30 88 293
Bayonne ....... -........ ............-........... ..... 50 114 228
Rochester ................ -........................... 15 33 220
Reading .............................................. 30 60 200
D etro it .... ............................................ 300 568 189
P hiladelph ia  ___.......................-........ 30 56 186
Seattle ............— ........ .................... . 150 259 172
Texas .................... -........ ........... ......... 10 17 170
San Francisco .........................-.......... 150 254 169
A llen tow n .... — ...........-........ ........ 15 25 166
Chicago ...-_________ __— .......-... 200 319 159
Boston ....... -.............. -.......................... 100 154 154
St. Paul ............... -.......-..................... 50 75 150
Los Angeles ....... ....................... ....... 400 500 125
Youngstown ........ ................... — ..... 50 56 112
M ilwaukee .— .......-.......— ...............- 15 15 100
New Haven ------ -------- --------- -------— 25 23 92
M inneapolis ..................................... . 200 176 88
A kro n  ------ ---------- ---— ----- ----------- 40 31 77
Cleveland ............................ ............... 50 38 76
St. Louis -- ---------------- ----------------- 20 9 45
Q uakertown --------------------------------- 10 4 40
San Diego .— ..............-....... ...... ........ 50 18 36
M em bers-at-Large, F riends ....... 355 99 27
F l in t ........................ ............. ................ 15 3 20
P ittsb u rg h  ....... ................. ........... .... 10 2 20

T O T A L  ........... .... 3,000 4,975 166

fr  ^
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Roosevelt Reveals 
Wall St. War Aims

(Continued fro m  page 1)

availab le  fo r  jo in t  action when 
necessary.”  (See e d ito r ia l: “ W ar 
A im s ” — p. 6 .J

The phrase “ according to  th e ir  
capacities”  indicates w h a t Roose­
v e lt has in m ind. A m erican im ­
peria lism  has b u ilt  up the m ig h t­
iest arm ed forces o f a ll tim e. The 
m ilita r is m  o f the. U n ited^ States, 
as T ro tsky  forecast several years 
ago, has become “ the m ost g ra n ­
diose in h is to ry .”  I t  is no t d i f f i ­
c u lt to see th a t W a ll S tree t w i l l  
dom inate Roosevelt’s proposed in ­
te rna tion a l o rgan iza tion .

Am erican finance -cap ita l a l­
ready “ bestrides the w orld  like  
a Colossus.”  Roosevelt th rough 
his “ m aster design”  is p repa ring  
its  w o rld  po litica l role.

A  dece itfu l vagueness, in tend ­
ed to  cam ouflage the p reda to ry  
purposes o f the W a ll S tree t p lu to ­
crats, characterizes Roosevelt’s 
statem ent. The unadorned reac­
t io n a ry  character o f h is “ m aster 
design”  was, however, revealed 
ve ry  c le a rly  in tr ia l-ba llo ons  sent 
up fro m  W ashing ton in  M ay 
th rough  the medium o f le ng th y  
a rtic les  in  the S atu rday E ven ing 
Post by F o rre s t D avis and Dema- 
ree Bess, who long have been 
used as mouthpieces fo r  o ffic ia l 
po licy.

The artic les  by F o rres t Davis 
purported to  te ll “ W ha t Really 
Happened a t Teheran”  in the con­
ferences o f Roosevelt, Chui’ch ill 
and S ta lin . Demaree Bess under­
took to  exp la in  in  some de ta il 
the p o lit ic a l s ign ificance o f the 
agreem ents reached.

“ P O S T-W A R ”  W O R LD

“ The post-w ar w o rld , as M r. 
Roosevelt views i t , ”  w ro te  Bess, 
“ w ill be a loose association o f 
U n ited  N ations, a ll o f whom w il l  
be dependent upon the w isdom 
and good w ill o f three g rea t 
powers —  the Soviet Union, the 
B r it is h  E m pire  and the U n ited  
States —  plus Ch ina as a so rt o f 
‘courtesy ’ g re a t power. N e a rly  a ll 
the m il ita ry  and economic power 
in  the w orld  w i l l  be concentrated 
in  the hands o f the  firs t, three, 
and the func tion  o f the U n ited 
States in  th is  tr iu m v ira te  w i l l  be 
to serve as a balance wheel be­
tween the tw o  others. T h is  ‘g re a t 
design’ stands o r fa lls  upon the 
prospect th a t Soviet Russia can 
be lured back in to  the ‘fa m ily  of 
na tions.’ ”

Roosevelt’s “ m aster design,”  as 
Bess ra th e r d o le fu lly  adm its , “ is 
on ly  rem ote ly  connected w ith  the 
genera lities  o f the A tla n tic  C har­
te r  and the F our Freedom s.”  I t  
means th a t “ i f  the U n ited  States 
is to act as a perm anent balance 
wheel between B r ita in  and Rus­
sia, we m ust be prepared fo r  con­
tinuous p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the a f ­
fa irs  o f every con tinent and the 
seven seas. F o r th is  purpose, we 
sha ll requ ire  a perm anent power­
fu l m il ita ry  estab lishm ent and a 
w orld -w ide  economic system un ­
der G overnm ent con tro l —  fa r  
more po w e rfu l and more exten­
sive than Am ericans have been 
w ill in g  to  support in  the past.”

A  F A C A D E

Thus Roosevelt’s “ in te rna tiona l 
o rg an iza tio n ”  to  “ m a in ta in  peace 
and secu rity ”  tu rn s  ou t to  be 
no th ing  bu t the facade o f a new 
tr ip le  a lliance o f the type  which 
led up to  the shambles o f the f irs t  
w o rld  w a r, w ith  th is  im p o rta n t 
d iffe rence : th a t whereas the old 
t r ip le  a lliance was dom inated by 
B r ita in , then the  leading w o rld  
power, the new tr ip le  a lliance 
w i l l  be dom inated by the U n ited  
States. A nd ju s t as the old League 
o f N a tions —  the “ Thieves’ K i t ­
chen”  as Len in  called i t  —  was 
the in s tru m e n t o f A ng lo -F rench

im peria lism , the new League p ro ­
posed by Roosevelt w il l be the  
in s tru m en t o f A m erican im p e ria l­
ist. dom ination, w ith  B r ita in  in  
the ro le o f ju n io r pa rtne r.

W hat is th is  i f  no t the old game 
o f power po litics  w h ich  Roosevelt 
never fa ile d  to  condemn when i t  
was used by the A x is  ? The log ic  
o f im p e r ia lis t po licy leads inex­
o rab ly  in th is  d irec tion . A nd  
Roosevelt’s “ m aster design” , fa r  
fro m  ach ieving th a t “ peace and 
secu rity ”  o f w h ich he pra tes w ith  
such piousness, can on ly lead to 
new and even more te r r ib ly  de­
s truc tive  w ars  in  the fu tu re .

One o f the f i r s t  jobs envisaged 
fo r  the new League o f N a tions 
w il l  be to d ivide up the loo t o f 
war. As U n ited States News re ­
ports  in a recent issue, Roosevelt 
“ is u n w illin g  to  see the whole 
French E m pire  restored in ta c t.”  
He is casting  a greedy im p e ria l­
is t  eye on French Indo-C hina, 
M adagascar, New Caledonia, the 
islands o f M iquelon and St. P ie rre  
and M artin iqu e . Th is , in  p a rt, ex­
pla ins W ash ing ton ’s “ coolness”  
to  de Gaulle who, as the m aga­
zine states, “ adam antly  c la im s 
fu l l  r ig h ts  to  a ll F rench posses­
sions.”

Accord ing to  the same source, 
W ash ing ton o ffic ia ls  “ hold th a t 
the U n ited  S tates has a d e fin ite  
stake in w hat is to be done w ith  
the Ita lia n  em pire,”  since pa rt o f 
i t  lies close to  Saudi A rab ia , 
where S tandard O il, w ith  S tate 
D epartm ent help, recently  g ra b ­
bed a v ita l o il stake.

A m erican im p e ria lis t am b itions 
also reach in to  the rich  domains 
o f the B r it is h  E m pire  —  “ We are 
certa in  to  have a con tinu ing  in ­
te rest in  bases in New foundland, 
Berm uda, the W est Ind ies and 
B r it is h  Guiana. A lso, the w a r has 
shown th a t Hongkong, S ingapore 
and B urm a are as v ita l to  U . S. 
secu rity  in  the F a r East as they  
are to B r it is h  security . Some a r ­
rangem ent th a t w i l l  recognize 
th is  U . S. in te re s t is being sought. 
Th is cou n try  is ac tive ly  defend­
in g  A u s tra lia  and New Zealand, 
and has guaranteed the defense 
o f Canada. These B r it is h  D om in­
ions now look more to  the U n ited  
States fo r  m il i ta ry  aid than they 
do to  the m other cou n try .”

W h a t has been div ided once 
can always be red iv ided. Jus t as 
d iv is ion  o f the colon ia l lo o t a f te r  
the la s t w a r p lanted the  seeds 
o f the present co n flic t, so the 
present plans o f the Im p e ria lis ts  
are p repa ring  the w ay fo r  s t i l l  
another w orld  s laugh te r i f  cap i­
ta lism  is pe rm itted  to  rem a in . 
Im peria lism , w ith  its  never- end­
in g  hun t fo r  colonies, bases, 
spheres o f in fluence, m arke ts, in ­
vestm ent opportun ities , p ro fits^ 
is inseparable fro m  w a r. F o r 
Roosevelt to  describe his pros­
pective in te rn a tio n a l o rgan iza tion  
as an in s tru m en t o f “ peace and 
secu rity ”  is  the ho llowest hypo­
crisy.

A no the r fun c tio n  o f the new 
tr ip le  a lliance w rapped in  the 
cellophane o f “ in te rn a tio n a l o r ­
ga n iza tion ”  is to  police Europe 
and a ll the w o rld  aga inst the  
m o rta l danger o f the soc ia lis t 
revo lu tion . S ta lin , lik e  the im pe­
r ia lis ts , fea rs Socia lis t revo lu tion . 
The Soviet bureaucracy knows 
th a t a successful Socia lis t revo lu ­
tion  anywhere in Europe w i l l  to p ­
ple i t  fro m  power.

The p a tte rn  o f th is  po lic ing  
func tion  has already c lea rly  
emerged in  I ta ly  and N o rth  A f r i ­
ca, where p o lice -m ilita ry  d ic ta to r­
ships are being propped up w ith  
A llie d  bayonets. These are the 
b lack ly  reactionary  aim s o f the 
W a ll S tree t m asters. These are 
th e ir  “ w a r a im s” . These are th e ir  
“ post-w ar plans” .

fa c to ry  gates is b r in g in g  concrete 
resu lts in  Chicago:

“ The subscrip tion was sent in  
response to  a p lugger attached 
to  the paper a t a p la n t d is tr ib u ­
tio n .”

*  * *
A  subscriber in  Reading, Penn., 

com plains about no t g e ttin g  his 
copy o f The M il ita n t  u n t il Sa­
tu rd a y :

“ W hen m y paper isn ’t  here on 
a F riday , i t  burns me up. W ith ­
out i t  is  lik e  fu m b lin g  around in
the dark fo r  a l ig h t  sw itch .”

*  *  *

A pprec ia tion  is expressed in 
the fo llo w in g  le tte r  from  one o f 
our Chicago subscribers:

“ I  am very glad to know th a t 
K e lly  Postal has been granted a 
parole and on ly w ish th a t the 
other 18 m ilita n t workers were 
out o f prison also.

“ I  appreciate ve ry  much your 
w ork  in  educating the w o rk ing  
masses and the courage i t  takes 
to stand fo r  the t ru th  and bu ild  
a sane w o rkers ’ society.

“ Yours fo r  the em ancipation o f
the workers.”
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C ity Zone

L State .................................................................................................................................

By Joseph K e lle r

T his  seems to be Toledo Wee'* in the Toledo Union Leader, organ 
fo r  th is  column. There ’s a lo t o f the  CIO U n ited  A utom obile  
s t ir r in g  in tha t liv e ly  union town, W orkers Local 12, gives a strong  
scene o f the firs t great early  bat- answer. The e d ito r ia l correc tly  
ties in the organ iza tion  o f the po in ts out th a t the B ig  Business 
auto workers. Several item s o f in terests make no d is tinc tio n  be- 
such unusual in te rest have come tween th e ir  economic and po li- 
to our a tten tion  tha t, at the ris k  tica l in terests, 
o f seeming to s lig h t o ther sec- “ One would need to be blind 
tions o f the labor movement, th is  and stup id  no t to  recognize the 
column is passing them on to  our in terests which business, both b ig  
readers a ll in one batch. and l i t t le ,  takes in  po litics .

* * «: “ Labor is be ing asked to  close
F irs t  o f a ll, i t  is a pleasure to  >*s eyes to its  p o litica l in terests, 

re p o rt th a t the Toledo warehouse I t  is being asked to believe th a t 
w orkers have been aroused to  the economics is one th in g  and po ll- 
po in t o f action by the s tr ike - tics another, and never the tw a in  
breaking conduct o f H a rry  shall meet. . . .
B ridges, S ta lin is t stooge head o f “ w e believe th a t unless labor 
the CIO Longshorem en's and in te rests its e lf  in  po litics  and be- 
W arehousemen’s U nion, and his comes p o lit ic a lly  conscious and 
declaration fo r  perm anent uncon- aware o f the in tim a te  re la tionsh ip  
d itio n a l surrender to the bosses between its  economic w e lfa re  and 
through a no -s tr ike  pledge not P o litica l power, i t  w i l l  s u ffe r  
on ly  fo r  the “ d u ra tio n ”  b u t fo r -  g re a t losses and perhaps be 
ever a fte r. res tric ted  even as i t  was repress-

Toledo CIO Warehouse W o rk - <?d in  G erm any and I ta ly  under 
ers Local 363 held a special meet- the fasc is t regim es. . . 
in g  on June 2 and passed a The ed ito ria l then adds the 
reso lu tion condemning Bridges as cha lleng ing conclusion: “ Labor is 
a “ too l o f the N a tion a l Associa- in po litics , and we hope i t  gets 
tion  o f M anu fac tu re rs ”  and a in up to  its  neck. I f  the re  be 
“ s tr ikeb rea ke r”  fo r  his treacher- those who believe th a t labor 
ous ro le  in the M ontgom ery W ard m ig h t take over the governm ent, 
s tr ike , and decla ring  th a t “ 5000 le t them  believe it .  C e rta in ly  
warehouse w orkers in  N o rthw est- under a labo r governm ent we 
ern Ohio demand his im m ediate could no t fa re  worse than we did 
rem oval as CIO  reg iona l d irec to r under the governm ents which 
fo r  the W est Coast.”  were elected and con tro lled by

Copies o f the reso lu tion were the b ig  business in te rests .”  
sent to  CIO P resident P h ilip  M ur- W ha t the e d ito r ia l fa ils  to 
ray , the na tiona l CIO and the make clear, however, is how 
Toledo In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council, labo r can pro tect Its  po litieo - 
The local warehouse union o ffi-  economic in te rests  th rou gh  the 
cia ls declared they in tend to pre- pa rties  owned lock, stock and 
sent th e ir  reso lu tion  aga inst ba rre l by  B ig  Business. No 
Bridges fo r  endorsement by the m a tte r how active the workers 
Toledo CIO, as p a rt o f a cam paign may be in  po litics , when they 
to  remove Bridges and his t ra ito r -  support the pa rties  and can- 
ous policies fro m  the CIO. didates o f W a ll .street they are

* * *  on ly he lp ing to p u ll the tr ig g e r
Toledo’s m il ita n t  organized in - f  a gun pointed at th e ir  own

d u s tria l w orkers are beg inn ing to heads. W hat .s needed is no t 
get wise to  the rea l W a ll S tree t P»1,t,cs “  «ef ra I ’ but labor 
and B ig  Business character o f and a labor Pa r t* '
Roosevelt’s labor re la tions agen- *  *  *
cies and are dem onstra ting  re luc t- >pbe governm ent and corpora­
t e  to  go down the line  once tjons arft t t i  m ore e ffic ien t 
more fo r th a t fr ie n d  o f labo r in w jth  t?ce in la y in g  o f f  the
the W hite  House. w orkers once w a r p ro fits  can no

On June 6 , at the largest meet- [onger be squeezed fro m  them, 
in g  ever held by the lo le d o  CIO  rp^e g rewste r  A eronau tica l Cor- 
P o litica l A ction  Com m ittee, th a t p0ra tion  w orkers, whose m il ita n t  
body postponed action on an Ohio ^wo-day “ s it - in ”  turned a na tion - 
P A C  request fo r  an endorsement. a] spot . } ig h t  on the rea l “ post- 
o f a Roosevelt 4th te rm . w a r p lans”  o f W a ll S treet, were

T h is action was taken a fte r  a „ j ven three-days’ notice before 
num ber o f delegates argued being f jred.
aga inst g iv in g  another signed Last wcek> 150o workers a t the 
b lank check to Roosevelt and de- p e(j era] S h ipbu ild ing  and D ry - 
manded th a t any endorsement o f (]ock CoAs P ort N ew ark (N ew  
h im  be w ithhe ld  u n til the W ar La- j ersey ) sh ipyard were dismissed 
bor Board, N a tiona l Labor Rela- on 2 4  hours’ notice, and the un- 
tions Board and o ther Roosevelt ion C I() in d u s tr ia l Union bf 
agencies cease th e ir  an ti- la b o r M arine and S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers 
policies. Local 16i c i ai ms th a t 5000 are

I f  th is  a tt itu d e  is seriously sche(j u ie(j t G be tossed out on the 
m ain ta ined by the Toledo CIO  streets by Jui y p  As in  the
P o litica l A ction  Com m ittee, then g rewst er case, ab rup t fe rm ina- 
i t  can never conscientiously en- Uon o f N avy contrac ts  was the 
dorse Roosevelt. F o r his com pul- reason fo r  the mass i ay_0 f f .  
sory a rb itra tio n  m ach inery is de- r j ^  company has in v ite d  the 
lib e ra te ly  designed to  hold the discharged male w orkers to  ap- 
w orkers in  check, freeze wages pj y  j o r em ploym ent a t its  K earny, 
and impose a ll sorts o f le s t i ic -  j  ; yards, bu t th is  does no t in - 
tions on the unions in  the in te r- cj ude several hundred women 
est o f the corporations. w orkers fo r  whom  the  company
_ O n u in e  independent labo r po l- cla im s “ there are no fa c ilit ie s .”  
it ic s  is possible on ly when laboi rj ,jle  union charges fu r th e r  th a t 
breaks once and fo r  a ll w ith  cap- (.be men w m  bave to s ta r t a t 
i ta l is t  po litics  in  every fo rm . p eam y «on a 30-day proba tion- 
U ndoubtedly, the re  w i l l  be those a ry  pel.jof|”  and w ill lose the sen- 
am ong the top leadership o f the ior‘i t  b u ilt  up a t P o rt .Newark. 
Toledo CIO  who w il l  sh rin k  back There ig no dou b t th a t, lik e  a t 
fro m  the on ly path indicated and pjrewsber> there  is a un ion-bust- 
argue, as they have fo r  years, ;ng angle involved. Local 16 
th a t “ now' is no t the tim e  fo r  members have emphasized th is , 
b u ild in g  a rea l labo r p a rty . ‘ O f because the company has always 
course, i f  you question them  f 0 Ugb 4 the un ion v ic ious ly . The 
closely, you w ill find th a t so fa r  com pany added in s u lt to in ju ry  by 
as such tim id  ‘ leaders are con- m aking .the  dismissed w'orkers, in - 
cerned, no tim e  is the tim e  to  cluding W orld  W a r I I  veterans, 
bu ild  a labo r pa rty . B u t w i lly -  g 0  th rough  a long delay before 
n illy ,  they  are go ing to  be pu lled getting th e ir  pav. One union o f- 
along, o r be shoved out o f the fic ia l declared th a t the workers 
way, by the CIO  w orkers, who are bejng “ pushed back in to  fo x - 
are com ing to  realize, as the holes o f inseCu r ity . ”
Roosevelt reg im e moves ever *  # *
m ore rap id ly  to  open reaction,
th a t N O W  is the tim e  to  launch 1 1 7  too l g rinders  w en t on s tr ik e  
la bo r’s own p a rty . 0n June 16 a t the  la rge  Chicago

* *  *  Dodge p la n t o f the C hrys ler Cor-
To those who argue th a t labo r poration. The too l g rinders  w a lk -

has no in te res t in  po litics , but ed ou t in  p ro tes t o f the  f ir in g  by 
on ly  in  “ economics,”  an e d ito r ia l the company o f a union man.
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Hunting Down Fascists in  RomeA llied Officials 
In RomeSuppress 
The Anti-Fascists

(Continued from  page 1)

quarters  o f an ti-fa sc is t Partisans, 
the search and seizure o f a n t i­
fasc is t arm s, the d isa rm ing  and 
a rre s t o f a n ti-fa sc is t Ita lia n  
fig h te rs . W ith  supreme irony , 
B ig a r t  reports th a t “ the d is­
a rm ing  o f the Partisans is a 
delicate chore, demanding the u t­
most ta c t” — indeed, i t  is hard to 
exp la in  how a “ lib e ra tin g ”  arm y 
is  being used to repress and 
hound down the masses who arm s 
in  hand drove out the hated fas ­
cists!

S T A R K  C O N TR AST

These stern AM G  measures 
aga inst the an ti-fa sc is t w orkers 
stand in s ta rk  con trast to  the 
AM G  a ttitu d e  tow ard the old fa s ­
c is t o ffic ia ldom . W r it in g  on June 
18 from  Rome to  the N. Y . T im es, 
H e rbe rt L . M atthew s is constra in ­
ed to  re p o rt th a t “ some o f the 
men and women who worked 
closely w ith  the Germans and Fas­
cists e ithe r have been confirm ed 
in  th e ir  positions o r received the 
A ll ie s ’ help and blessings, w h ile  
some an ti-Fasc is ls  have been re ­
bu ffed  o r ignored.”  Here is the 
rea l pa tte rn  o f A llie d  “ democratic 
lib e ra tio n ” !

S A M E  F U N C T IO N

T his pa tte rn  is fu r th e r  disclos­
ed in  connection w ith  the new 
puppet Bonomi regim e. B y  the 
grace o f Ita lia n  c a p ita lis t reac­
tio n  an l the consent o f the AM G , 
a so-called “ dem ocratic coa litio n ”  
reg im e, headed by Bonomi, has 
been rigged  up in  Rome. W hat 
th is  m iserable carica tu re  re a lly  is 
can be w e ll understood in  l ig h t  
o f the fa c t th a t its  ve ry  existence 
is  dependent upon the recogn ition  
o f the  A llie d  governm ents, th a t 
i t  cannot fun c tion  except by ap­
p rova l o f the A llie s , and th a t i t  
was pe rm itted  to operate a t a ll 
on ly  a fte r  i t  had agreed to ca rry  
ou t a ll the crush ing term s o f the 
a rm is tice  imposed by the A llie d  
im p e ria lis ts  and prev ious ly  ac­
cepted by Badoglio and the m on­
archy.

Thus, the Bonomi governm ent 
continues the function  o f the Ba­

doglio regime, acting  as the ex­
ecutor o f the A llie d  onerous a r­
m istice term s —  term s so harsh 
tha t they have been described as 
more severe than the ones im ­
posed on V ichy by H itle r . Indeed, 
to th is  day the A llie d  au tho rities  
have not dared reveal the secret 
term s o f the Ita lia n  arm istice. 
The real a u th o rity  as before re ­
mains the A M G , the ru lin g  mach­
inery  o f a conquering fo re ign  
army.

H e rbe rt L. M atthew s reports  in 
the June 20 N. Y. Tim es the 
sta tem ent o f “ an au tho rita tive  
A llie d  spokesman”  th a t “ any Gov­
ernm ent m ust have the approval 
o f the A llie d  Governments before 
i t  can take office .”  A nd before 
the Bonomi reg im e was approved 
“ the A llie s  insisted th a t the now 
Governm ent make no change in  
the m onarchical in s titu t io n .”  Such 
is the la test “ people’s”  govern­
ment in Rome.

T E R R IB L E  C O N D IT IO N S

A lready, the Roman p ro le ta r ia t 
are experiencing the te rr ib le  con­
d itions o f li fe  th a t the Naples 
w orkers have been fee ling  since 
A llie d  occupation. Soaring prices, 
black m arkets, hunger and s ta r­
va tion  are r ife . M atthew s de­
scribes the conditions as so bad, 
th a t even “ the vast w h ite -co lla r, 
m iddle class elem ent is tem po­
ra r i ly  worse o f f  than i t  was un­
der the Germans.”  M atthew s re ­
ports, " A  sharp rise  in prices is 
occu rring  here as in  S ic ily  (a fte r  
A llie d  occupation). T h is  is p a r t­
ly  due to  the o r ig in a l po licy  o f 
f ix in g  the l i r a  ra te  a t 100 to  the 
$1 (devaluation o f the Ita lia n  
cu rrency), the necessity o f I ta ly ’s 
m eeting the occupation costs and 
the sums being spent by the 
troops, a ll imposed on the pauc ity  
o f goods.”  In  sho rt the A llie s  are 
lo o tin g  I ta ly .

Just as the Neopolitan masses 
rejected the old Badoglio regim e 
as the puppet o f im p e ria lis tic  
conquerors, so the Roman masses 
and the revo lu tiona ry  in d u s tr ia l 
p ro le ta r ia t o f N o rth  I ta ly  w i l l  in  
sho rt order re ject the new treach­
erous A llied  Q u is ling  reg im e of 
Bonomi.

Three Years Of Red Army’s 
Heroic And Epic Struggles

By James Coican
Three years ago, on June 22, 1941, German imperialism 

launched its all-out attack on the Soviet Union. H itle r’s armies 
plunged across the Soviet borders and in the course of a few 
months occupied immense tracts of the Soviet land, including 
the rich industrial and agricultural regions of the Ukraine.

The Red armies fell back before the powerful onslaughts of 
H itle r’s war machine. Kharkov, Kiev, Odessa and many other 
cities were taken by the inva- ®------------------------------------------
ders. The Crimean peninsula 
was overrun. Moscow and Len­
ingrad were under siege.

A fte r  a year o f a lm ost un in  
te rrup ted  re trea t, the  Red A rm y  
ra llie d  and was able to  stem the 
fu r th e r  advance o f the invasion 
tide . S ta ling rad , the heroic 
defense o f w h ich  was one o f the 
grea test m il ita ry  epics o f a ll 
tim e, m arked the tu rn in g  po in t.

F rom  the defensive, the Red 
A rm y  g ra du a lly  moved over to  
the offensive and pushed the Nazi 
arm ies backward. A n  immense 
p a rt o f the invaded te r r ito ry  has 
been recovered. The sieges o f 
Moscow and Len ingrad were 
lifte d . The Red A rm y  is s t i l l  ad­
vancing v ic to rio u s ly  and the day 
is no t fa r  d is ta n t when Soviet 
te r r ito ry  w i l l  be com plete ly freed 
o f the invad ing  arm ies.

I t  is im p o rta n t and necessary 
to  understand the reasons fo r  th is  
seeming m il ita ry  m iracle. How 
did i t  happen th a t the Soviet 
U n ion  was able to snatch v ic to ry  
fro m  the ve ry  jaw's o f defeat, to 
tu rn  the tide  o f disaster, to  h u rl 
back the im p e ria lis t invaders? 
W hy was a s im ila r  m irac le  no t 
possible in  France u’hich H it le r ’s 
arm ies overran a fu l l  year before 
the  a ttack on the Soviet U n ion?

D A R K  D A Y S

In  the  dark days o f 1941-42 i t  
seemed th a t H it le r ’s arm ies would 
succeed in conquering the Soviet 
U n ion  as they had prev iously  con­
quered Poland, N orw ay, Denm ark,

H o lland, Belg ium  and France, 
The B r it is h  and Am erican im ­
pe ria lis ts , u rg e n tly  needing to  
keep the Germans engaged in the 
east, announced th e ir  support o f 
the Soviet U n ion. C hurch ill signed 
a tw e n ty  - year a lliance wdth 
S ta lin ’s governm ent.

T h is  was done in  o rder to 
bo ls ter the Soviet defense, bu t 
there was l i t t le  expectation in the 
camp o f the im p e ria lis t “ demo­
cracies”  th a t the Red A rm y  would 
be able to  ra l ly  s u ffic ie n tly  to 
push the invaders back and fin a lly  
expel them. M il ita ry  specia lists 
in  London and W ash ing ton had 
already w r itte n  o f f  the Soviet 
Union. The m ost th a t they hoped 
fo r  was th a t the Red A rm y  
m ig h t be able to slow up the  Ger­
man advance and thus a ffo rd  
them  a b rea th ing  space in  which 
to prepare th e ir  own m il ita ry  
campaigns aga inst th e ir  German 
adversary.

I t  was th is  skepticism  as to  the 
a b ility  o f the Red A rm y  to  ra lly  
a fte r  the most devasta ting  series 
o f defeats th a t was responsible, 
in  the ea rly  stages, fo r  the 
n igg a rd ly  q u a n tity  o f lend-lease 
aid given the Soviet Un ion by the 
A llie d  im peria lis ts . They did not 
w ant to  th row  good and costly 
w ar m a te ria l in to  a lost cause.

B u t confounding a ll the skep­
tics, the Red A rm y  did ra lly . W ith  
ve ry  l i t t le  aid fro m  abroad, bu t 
w ith  the u n s tin tin g  help o f the 
Soviet masses, above a ll the 
w orkers, who ra llie d  behind them
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(A bove) A fasc is t c raw ls out on his belly f ro m  h is  h id in g  place behind the  steel g r ille  under 
the ready guns o f an ti-fa sc is t workers in Rome who drove to cover and hunted down th e ir  op­
pressors. (B e low ) T a lk in g  fas t, the fasc is t, see n also in  the p ic tu re  on Page I ,  is being marched 
o f f  to  a rrest.

and made unprecedented sacrifices, 
the arm ies o f the Soviet Union 
li te ra lly  lif te d  themselves up by 
th e ir bootstraps fro m  the ashes 
o f defeat and disaster.

S K E P T IC A L  A T T IT U D E

In  con trast to  the skeptical 
a tt itu d e  o f the A llie d  im peria lis ts  
and th e ir  m il ita ry  specialists, in  
con trast to a ll the renegades, 
tu rncoats and tra ito rs  in  the 
labo r movement, the T ro tsky is ts  
alone understood and -appreciated 
the m ig h ty  reserves o f power o f 
the f irs t  w orkers ’ s ta te , despite 
its  degeneration under the corrup t 
and coun te r-revo lu tionary  S ta lin ­
is t  bureaucracy.

W h ile  the  res t o f the w orld  
gazed in  amazement a t the 
tremendous recuperative powers 
o f the Red A rm y , unable to  find 
any adequate exp lanation fo r  the 
phenomenon, the T ro tsky is ts  
alone understood its  true  source. 
As long ago as 1934, in  the thesis 
“ W ar and the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l,”  the im p e ria lis t a tta ck  on 
the Soviet U n ion  was predicted. 
A lso  predicted were the  defensive 
qua lities  o f the degenerated 
w o rkers ’ state.

“ W ith in  the U.S.S.R.”  the thesis 
declared, “ w a r aga inst im p e ria l­
is t in te rven tion  w il l  undoubtedly 
provoke a ve rita b le  ou tbu rs t o f 
genuine f ig h tin g  enthusiasm. A ll 
the con trad ic tions and antagon­
isms w ill seem overcome or a t any 
ra te  relegated to the background 
The young generations o f workers 
and peasants th a t emerged fro m  
the revo lu tion  w il l  reveal on the 
field o f ba ttle  a colossal dynam ic 
p o w e r .  C entra lized indus try , 
despite a ll its  lacks and sh o rt­
com ings, w i l l  reveal g re a t superi­
o r ity  in  serv ing  w a r needs.”

T H E  PROGNOSIS

This prognosis has been fu l ly  
verified by the events. The d i f ­
ference between the Soviet U n ion 
and France in  the present w a r is 
the d iffe rence o f social systems. 
In  France, the w orkers and the 
masses had no in te res t in  
defending the ca p ita lis t fa th e r- 
land aga inst the invad ing  arm ies 
o f German im peria lism . A f te r  the 
f irs t  heavy blows o f the invaders 
the soldiers fe l l  back in  d iso rderly  
re tre a t and the French cap ita lis ts  
proved to ta lly  incapable o f r a l ly ­
in g  the na tion  even fo r  a s tub­
born defense, much less a counter­
offensive.

In  the  Soviet U n ion, cap ita lism  
was banished by the Bolshevik 
R evolution and the foundations o f 
a socia lis t economy based on na­
tiona lized p ro p e rty  were la id . 
Despite sixteen years o f the  un­
b rid led  ru le  o f the  ro tte n  S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy, w h ich  has des­
troyed  m any o f the  social gains 
o f the  revo lu tion , underm ined

m any others, and weakened the 
in te rna tiona l position o f the 
Soviet U n ion, these essential 
foundations o f socialism  s t il l  
rem ain. The Soviet U n ion  is a 
degenerated w o rke rs ’ state, but 
i t  is s t i l l  a w o rke rs ’ state. The 
Soviet masses, together w ith  the 
Red A rm y , sprang to its  defense 
w ith  such unparalle led devotion 
and se lf-sacrifice because they 
understand th is , because they 
rea lize th a t defense o f the Soviet 
Union against im peria lism  means 
the defense o f th e ir  own socia list 
fu tu re . This, and th is  alone, is 
the exp lanation  fo r  the  high 
m orale o f the Red A rm y  and the 
Soviet masses. No one has se ri­
ously attem pted any other. There 
is none.

CLASS IN S T IN C T

W ith  sure class in s tinc t, the 
workers o f a ll the w o rld  have 
hailed the tremendous v ic to ries  o f 
the Red A rm y . They have fo llo w ­
ed w ith  passionate in te res t the 
vicissitudes o f the g re a t m il ita ry  
s trugg le . They have recognized 
the invo lvem ent o f th e ir  own 
class in te rests in  the  g re a t f ig h t 
between the Soviet U n ion  and 
German im peria lism . They stand 
fo r  the defense o f the Soviet 
U n ion against im peria lism  ju s t as 
they stand fo r  the defense o f th e ir  
unions aga inst the cap ita lis ts .

G r e a t  masses of workers 
th roughou t Europe have been in ­
spired to resume th e ir revo lu tion ­
a ry  struggles by the glorious de­
fense of the Soviet U n ion and the 
v ic tories  o f the Red A rm y. W ord 
of the Red A rm y  v ic to ries  is 
passed around among partisan 
and g u e rr illa  fighters throughout 
Europe. These v ic tories  helped 
insp ire  the revo lu tiona ry  resurg­
ence of the workers in  Ita ly . They 
are echoed in  the hearts and 
m inds o f w orkers in  France and 
a ll o f western Europe.

Europe is on the eve of a new 
revo lu tiona ry  resurgence. The 
tide  o f socia lis t revo lu tion  is 
again ris ing . The European w o rk ­
ers, who have been inspired to 
resume th e ir  strugg le by the he­
ro ic  actions of the Soviet masses, 
w i l l  in  tu rn  im p a rt to the Soviet 
workers new hope, new confid­
ence and new strength.

The emergence o f the socia list 
revo lu tion  in the west w i l l  insp ire  
the Soviet masses to  revive 
th e ir  s trugg le  to  w ipe ou t the 
treacherous, coun te r-revo lu tionary  
bureaucracy and to jo in  w ith  the 
workers th roughou t the w o rld  in 
the m arch tow ard the Communist 
fu tu re .

The Militant
m ay now be purchased a t 

242 Broadw ay, San Diego, OaL

ILGWU Convention 
Demands Probe of 
Tresca Murder

The recent Boston convention 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G ar­
ment W orkers U n ion went on 
record dem anding th a t the  Fed­
era l Governm ent investiga te  the 
unsolved m urder o f C arlo Tresca. 
Tresca was shot down in  New 
Y o rk  C ity  on January 11, 1943. 
A m il ita n t  an ti-fa sc is t, an ardent 
f ig h te r fo r  the r ig h ts  o f labor 
and c iv il libe rties , ed ito r o f the 
Ita lia n  a n ti-fa sc is t paper, I I  
M arte llo , Tresca had incurred the 
enm ity  o f pow erfu l po litica l 
enemies among both the  Fascists 
and S ta lin is ts . A l l  the evidence 
pointed to  the indub itab le  fac t 
th a t the assassination was a p o li­
t ic a l crim e. Y e t the  N . Y . State 
and C ity  au tho ritie s  have made 
no progress tow ard  seeking out 
T resca’s known p o lit ic a l enemies 
in  an e f fo r t  to  tra ck  down the 
assassin. T h is  apparent lack o f 
in it ia t iv e , which m ost observers 
a ttr ib u te  to p o litica l reasons, has 
led such organ izations as the 
IL p W U  to  ca ll upon the Federal 
Governm ent to intervene.

In  an open le tte r  to  M ayo r La- 
Guardia, A ld ino  F e lican i, associate 
ed ito r o f the a n ti-F a sc is t m onth ly , 
The C ounte rcurren t, accuses La- 
G uardia o f show ing l i t t le  concern 
about the Tresca m urder. N o r has 
the D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y ’s office or 
Governor Dewey shown any 
g rea te r concern. In  view  o f these 
facts, F e lican i asks some per­
tin e n t questions: “ Is  the course o f 
jus tice  be ing obstructed by the 
same dark forces wh ich h ired 
Carlo T resca’s assassin ? Is there 
some p o lit ic a l reason w hy the 
Tresca m ys te ry  has n o t been 
solved? W ould i t  com plicate our 
in te rna tiona l re la tions, o r em­
barrass any one in  the  com ing 
election cam paign, i f  the forces 
which insp ired th a t m urder were 
revealed a t th is  t im e ? ”  The in ­
ference in  these questions po in t 
the finger o f suspicion d ire c tly  a t 
the S ta lin is t GPU whose ro le  in  
the Tresca m urder bears much 
closer sc ru tin y  than  has been 
given by the  agencies charged 
w ith  the so lu tion o f the crim e.

O nly the strongest pressure o f 
the labor movement can compel 
the au tho rities  to move tow ard 
unm asking the assassin who 
s truck  down one o f labo r’s s taun­
chest, and m ost in co rrup tib le  
figh te rs— C arlo  Tresca.

“Post-War Plans” And 
The Brewster Shutdown

Rome Fascist at Bay

Now tha t he no longer holds the w h ip  hand, th is  fasc is t is no t 
so a rrogan t. Facing the poised r i f le  o f an an ti-F a sc is t Ita lia n  so l­
d ier, the fascist, who was seen c ra w lin g  from  under the steel 
g r ille  in the p ic tu re  to the le ft,  is t ry in g  to exp la in  th a t i t  was 
a ll a “ m istake” .

By C. Thomas
The protest demonstration of 

the Brewster A ircraft workers 
against the sudden termination 
of the company's Navy con­
tract. has stimulated a flu rry  
of activity by administration 
spokesmen on the problem of 
war production cutbacks which 
“ demobilize” t h o u s a n d s  of 
workers who are summarily 
dismissed upon the termination 
of the contract. War production 
cutbacks, sudden contract te rm in ­
ation, p lan t shutdowns, a ll o f 
which resulted in  the instant d is­
m issal of thousands of war w ork­
ers, lias been going on fo r some 
tim e. F o r example, i f  is estim ­
ated th a t in  recent months the 
num ber of contract te rm ina tions 
by the A rm y  alone lias totalled 
around 1500 per month. A ll of 
th is  has occurred w ith  the capi­
ta lis t  press adop ting  a conscious 
po licy of e ithe r suppressing the 
news, p lay in g  i t  clown, o r g iv in g  
i t  pu re ly  local coverage, so that 
the workers in  one section of the 
coun try  remained la rge ly unaw­
are tha t the same coldblooded 
procedure under which they were 
v ic tim ized  also occurred in other 
loca lities throughout the country.

I t  is to the cred it of the m il i ­
tan t w orkers of B rewster Local 
365, CIO, th a t they shattered the 
conspiracy of silence by launch­
in g  an independent A C T IO N  
w h ich achieved nation-w ide pub­
lic ity .  T h e ir d ram atic  “ s it- in ” 
gained the sym pathy of the en­
t ire  labor movement and focused 
the a tten tion  of the workers on 
the governm ent’s "post-war p lan­
n in g " po licy which concerned i t ­
self w h o lly  w ith  p ro v id ing  re lie f 
fo r  the w ar profiteers and not at 
a ll w ith  the welfare of the w o rk­
ers. The sole con tribu tion  of the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  has been 
the notorious Baruch-Hancock re­
po rt drawn up by and fo r  the 
W all S treet stockjobbers, prom ­
oters and w ar contractors. A fte r 
a year's labor, the governm ent 
“ Post-War P lann ing  Com m ittee," 
the prim e agency dealing w ith  
the problems of reconversion, 
gave b ir th  to a m onstros ity  w h ich  
they named the Contract T e rm in ­
ation B ill.

B A R I)C m u u L i i f

The C ontract T e rm in a tio n  B ill, 
more com m only known as the 
G eorge-M urray b ill,  was based on 
the Baruch-Hancock report, and 
was adopted by the Senate last 
May. W h ile  p ro v id ing  generous 
cash payments fo r  w ar con tract­
ors the b il l makes no provis ion 
whatever fo r w ar workers th row n 
ou t of em ployment by cutbacks 
and con tract te rm ina tion . In  fact, 
the sponsors of the measure, re­
jected the K ilgo re  amendments 
w h ich did  provide a bare m in i­
mum of p ro tection  fo r the w o rk­
ers.

A ltho ug h  spokesmen fo r the 
governm ent’s P ost-W ar P lann ing 
Com m ittee “ prom ised”  to subm it 
leg is la tion  dealing w ith  the human 
problems involved in reconversion, 
no th ing  was done u n t il the 
B rew ster workers staged th e ir 
spectacular “ s it - in ”  dem onstra­
tion .

The “ s it- in " provoked a f lu r ry  
of feverish a c tiv ity  by the ad­
m in is tra tio n  and its  supporters 
directed tow ard the p r im a ry  ob­
ject of ge tting  the workers out of 
the p lant. R ichard Frankensteen, 
head of the a irc ra ft d iv is ion  of 
the UAW-CIO placed h im se lf in  
charge of the struggle. A dabbler* 
in  Dem ocratic po litics, F ranken­
steen shuttled between New York 
and W ashington, “ p u llin g  w ires” 
and using his "in flue nce ”  w ith  
the big-shots in  the na tio n ’s cap- 
ito l. There was no lack of prom ­
ises fo rthcom ing . Promises of 
jobs fo r  the Brewster workers, of 
an investiga tion  of the m anner in 
which the contract was te rm in ­
ated, o f new contracts, of an over­
hau ling  of the governm ent’s con­
tra c t te rm in a tio n  po lic ies; prom ­
ises galore — i f  on ly  the workers 
would leave the p lan t!

T H E  “ S IT - IN ”

The upshot of the m atte r was 
a long-distance call from  Franken­
steen in  W ashington ca llin g  o ff 
the dem onstration. The “ s it- in ” 
was called o ff, said Frankensteen, 
“ because he was convinced tha t 
the  in te rven tion  of President 
Roosevelt, James F. Byrnes, D i­
rector of Economic M ob ilization, 
a Senate subcommittee and other 
Federal o ffic ia ls  would b ring  
ea rly  re-employment to the 13,500 
employes f a c i n g  dism issal.” 
Frankensteen, evidently, s t i l l  be­
lieves in  fa ir y  tales! U n fo rtu na t­
ely, w orkers lack ing  p o lit ic a l ex­
perience are too easily seduced by 
the  prospect o f an easy so lu tion  
to  th e ir  problems, p e rm ittin g  
some ward heeler w ith  an “ In ”  to 
use his “ p u ll”  Instead o f re ly ing  
on th e ir  own streng th  and so lid ­
a r ity .

A s an a fte rm a th  of the B rew­
ste r dem onstra tion the P ostw ar 
P lann ing  Committee has made a 
feeble gesture toward the in tro d ­
uction  of leg is la tion  dealing w ith  
the hum an problems of reconver­
sion. A  supplem entary measure

to the C ontract T e rm ina tion  B ill 
has boon offered by Senators 
George and M urray, also based 
on the Baruch-Hancock report, 
w h ich  is being used to head o ff 
the more libe ra l K ilg o re  b ill 
which has the support of organ­
ized labor, the pro-labor N a tiona l 
Farm ers Union etc. The Roos­
evelt a d m in is tra tion  spokesmen, 
so lavish w ith  th e ir  prom ises du r­
ing the Brewster “ s it- in ”  are op­
posing the K ilgo re  b ill.

James F. Byrnes, D irec to r of 
W ar M ob iliza tion , more commonly 
known as the A ssis tan t President, 
has plumped fo r the Gear "p-

lu r r  v m en-nr-. :T<.... r i i ' i  I'tu
orass i.ats, Uie cost-plus pa trio ts  
and other enemies o f labor. But 
even th is  p it i fu l measure is be­
ing  kicked around in  Congress 
w ith  s lig h t chance conceded fo r 
its  adoption before Congress ad­
journs fo r  its  summer vacation 
on June 24th.

W A R  CO NTRAC TS

The ad m in is tra tion  is therefore 
concentra ting on ge tting  the Sen­
ate-approved C ontract T erm ina­
tion  B il l  fo r the re lie f of w ar con­
trac to rs  enacted before Congress 
ad journs to p e rm it the po litica l 
deputies of wealth and p riv ilege  
to devote th e ir  tim e to e lection­
eering In  the com ing po litica l 
campaign. “ The Post w ar P lann­
in g  Committee,”  rem arks PM. 
“ w h ich  in it ia l ly  shapes a ll de­
m ob iliza tion  leg is la tion  is in  the 
haAds of u ltra-conservatives who 
long ago decided to take care of 
business th rough the Contract 
T e rm ina tion  B il l,  h u t are some­
w hat re lu c ta n tly  hand ling  the 
o ther measures.”  The in it ia l 
f lu r r y  of a c t iv ity  began to sub­
side when the Brew ster workers, 
ou the advice o f Frankensteen and 
his “ friends o f labor”  in  Wash­
ington, abandoned th e ir  demon­
s tra tion  and le ft the p lant. I t  is 
now com ing to a g r in d in g  halt. 
One o f the lessons o f th is  experi­
ence, which has not been lost on 
labor, Is th a t the independent AC­
T IO N  of the Brewster workers 
prodded the W ashington p o lit i­
cians in to  a greater show of ac­
t iv i t y  than a whole previous 
year o f pe titions, reso lu tions and 
protests of the "lette r-to -your- 
Congrossman”  type had done.

In  d raw ing  the lessons of the 
Brewster shutdown the o ffic ia l o r­
gan of Local 365, Aero-A:otes, 
states; “ O nly the Trade Union

movement genera lly and the 
United Autom obile W orkers in  
p a rtic u la r have done any rea l 
post-war plan th in k in g  . . .How­
ever, by and large, these post­
w ar plans are mere scraps of pa­
per, on ly an in te llig e n t appraisal 
of t ile  needs tha t w ill face the 
workers and the nation . The u r­
gent need o f the day is a te r r if ic  
p u b lic ity  campaign designed to 
con tinu a lly  ag ita te  fo r leg is la tion  
adopting NOW the program  fo r 
post-war A m erica and the post­
w a r w orld . We cannot a ffo rd  to  
s it  back, content in  the knowledge 
tha t we have a plan. As soon as 
tin- leaders c f labor realize th is, 
concrete steps can be taken to 
assure our fu tu re  secu rity .”

“ P O S T-W A R ”  P LA N S

As A cro-N otes co rre c tly  po in ts 
out, there has been no dearth of 
"post-war p lan n in g ”  by labor lead­
ers. I t  has become qu ite  a cu r­
re n t hobby. We have been pre­
sented w ith  na tiona l plans, hem i­
sphere plans and even w ith  global 
plans! A ll very eloquent “ scraps 
of paper”  but qu ite meaningless 
as fa r  as m eeting the needs of 
the workers is concerned.

However, A ero  - Notes misses 
the m ark when it  says th a t “ the 
u rgen t need o f the day”  is a 
pu b lic ity  cam paign aimed a t 
securing adequate leg is la tion  
“ N O W .”  The labor movement 
cannot hope to  compete w ith  the 
means o f p u b lic ity  at the disposal 
o f the ru lin g  class— newspaper, 
radio, school, pu lp it, movies— in 
con tro l o f B ig  Business. Such 
“ pressure”  cam paigns by them ­
selves cannot succeed. A  few days 
o f independent A C T IO N  by the 
B rew ste r w orkers accomplished 
more than a whole year o f 
“ p u b lic ity .”

A plan fo r the organ ization of 
the “ post-war”  w orld  i f  i t  is 
m eant seriously can be no th ing 
but a po litica l program . Such a 
program  w i l l  rem ain but a “ scrap 
of paper”  unless labor forges the 
in s tru m e n t fo r ca rry ing  the pro­
gram in to  ACTION. Such an in ­
s trum en t is the p o lit ic a l party. 
The rea l “ urgent need of the 
day”  there fore is the organiza­
tion  of labo r’s own Independent 
Labor P arty .

There is no short cut, no clever 
“ p u b lic ity ”  cam paign, and cer­
ta in ly  no “ friends o f labo r”  who 
w ill hand us these th ings  on a 

s ilve r p la tte r.
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An Eyewitness Reporter Describes 
Effects Of British Rule In  India

[The following article was 
written by a young American 
merchant seaman who recently 
visited India.]

By John Stevenson

" It's  just as well they don't 
speak English, for then the 
blood> rabble might get the no­
tion that they are on the same 
level as wc are.”  These were the 
words of a British customs offi­
cer who boarded our ship on the 
river at Calcutta. Needless to 
say, he was speaking of the In­
dian masses.

A lthough  the fam ine th a t ra v ­
aged Bengal had subsided consid­
erably  before we a rrived , every­
one on the ship knew about it 
and we were prepared fo r  any­
th in g . A t  tha t, I don’t  th in k  any 
o f us expected to see bodies f lo a t ­
in g  beneath the gangw ay in the 
s w ift  H ooghly cu rren t. But a fte r  
the f irs t  day, even such a gh as tly  
s i g h t  became commonplace. 
W henever we saw a couple o f 
crows s it t in g  on som ething in the 
w a te r, we knew w h a t i t  was. I f  
a carcass bumped in to  a boat, a 
na tive  boatman would nonchalant­
ly  pole i t  away, regardless of 
w hether i t  was an ox o r a human 
baby.

But it is not th is  tha t I re ­
member most v iv id ly  about C al­
cu tta . O f the thousands o f s ta rv ­
in g  people I saw, the scene tha t 
le ft  the most v iv id  im pression on 
m y memory was the s ig h t o f a 
dy ing  na tive  ly in g  on the side­
w a lk , sh riek ing  and con to rting  his 
body in every im aginab le way, 
laugh ing  h ys te rica lly  and pound­
in g  the cement. The passers-by 
regarded him  casually, not a 
s ing le  person stopped. Th is was 
no unusual occurrence. They had 
seen hundreds dy ing  in (he 
streets.
S L A V E  C O N D IT IO N S

The E ng lish  m asters have been 
in  con tro l fo r  a couple o f hundred 
years, and the net resu lt is th a t 
the masses o f Ind ia  have been re ­
duced to the condition o f s lavery. 
The B r it is h  founded C a lcu tta ; to ­
day i t  is second in size on ly to 
London in  the B r it is h  Em pire.... 
and i t  isn ’t  even safe to use the 
d r in k in g  w a te r there. Countless 
people are born and die on the 
streets. The average Ind ian  never 
partakes o f one fu ll ,  balanced 
meal in h is wnole li fe !  Sm all 
wonder then th a t the li fe  expect­
ancy o f the average Ind ian  at 
b ir th  is 27... i t  is w e ll over 60 fo r  
A m ericans. Don’t  fo rge t, one out 
o f every five persons in h a b itin g  
th is  bounteous earth is an Ind ian .

The fam ine  in Ind ia  was m an­
made and the c u lp a b ility  lies p r i ­

m a rily  w ith  the B r it is h  ru lers Op' 
A m id s t record - b reaking crop 
yelds over 5,000,000 people perish­
ed fro m  s ta rva tion , and innum er­
able others fro m  the concom itant 
evils th a t fo llow  in the wake o f 
fam ine, inc lud ing  epidemics. And 
no t on ly in the urban areas. The 
'•easants were fa r in g  no better. 
Thousands o f them sought aid ir  
the c ities and were driven  out oi 
C a lcutta . A t  the he igh t o f the 
fam ine, hundreds o f people s ta rv ­
ed to death in the h ighw ays and 
byways o f Ca lcutta  da ily . They 
had no homes, and the m a jo r ity  
o f them  had no clothes. F requent­
ly  en tire  fam ilies  would be seen 
dead. I heard from  an eyewitness 
of a dog ea ting  a man who lay  in 
the gu tte r, w h ii-  he was s t i l l  
alive. Too weak to move or shoo 
ihe m ongrel away, th e  man could 
on ly em it feeble cries fo r  help.
A t th is  tim e, hundreds o f tons 
of g ra in  were stored in the “ Roy­
a l”  Botanica l Garden... fo r  m il i­
ta ry  purposes. I t  is obvious why 
Ind ia has the la rgest volunteer 
arm y in the world... a t least the 
soldiers aren’ t s ta rv in g !
THE. F A M IN E

The fam ine has th row n  the 
whole province in to  tu rm o il. W hat 
l i t t le  education there was (ap ­
p ro x im a te ly  10% o f the people are 
lite ra te ) has been e n tire ly  d is­
rupted. The ch ild ren  are so weak 
they can’t  a ttend school; or they 
have no clothes; o r the ind igen t 
teachers have died o r departed in 
search o f be tte r em ploym ent.

When the B r it is h  ru le rs  f in a l­
ly  go t around to  in s titu t in g  a 
system o f food ra tio n in g  in Cal­
cu tta , m any people were not even 
issued coupons through sheer neg­
ligence and ine ffic iency on the 
p a rt o f the governm ent. The 
am ount o f-r ice  allowed is w oefu l­
ly  inadequate. The cost is about 
400% above the p re -w ar prices 
fo r  the same qua lity . In  many 
cases it  is o f such in fe r io r  q u a lity  
th a t whole sections o f the c ity  be­
come sick fro m  ea ting it .  O ften, 
the rice  is ro tten , bu t s ta rv in g  
people w ill devour whatever they 
can get th e ir  hands on. H ere to­
fore , rice was about a ll the poor 
people could a ffo rd , bu t now they 
have even been deprived o f th e ir  
staple. There are on ly a few  pub­
ic re lie f sta tions around Calcutta, 
and even these are supported not 
by H is M a je s ty ’s Governm ent o f 
Ind ia, but by w ea lthy  Ind ians.

The prices o f m any necessary 
item s have soared aw ay beyond 
the means o f the masses. When 
the governm ent a ttem pts to ra ­
tion  these artic les , they m ys te ri­
ously disappear fro m  the m erch­
a n t’s stock onto the Black M arke t. 
Adequate c lo th ing  in p a rtic u la r is 
denied the w orkers because o f

Typical Street Scene in India

Notebook Of An Agitator
The Tribe of the Philistines

T his is a s tree t scene in a tow n o f Ind ia . D iseased and s ta rv in g  men, women and ch ild ren  s it  
on the s idewalk begging from  passers-by. T h is  p ic tu re  fa lls  fa r  sho rt o f conveying the  actna l 
conditions o f fam ine, f i l t h  and m isery in  which B r it is h  im p e ria lis t ru le  has steeped the Ind ian  

people, over 5,000,000 o f whom have perished from  s ta rva tion  in  the past year.

these s h ifty  business deals by the 
merchants. The w orkers seem to 
manage w ith o u t shoes, bu t to  see 
them hudd ling  toge ther fo r  add­
ed w a rm th  on c h illy  days is rea l­
ly  heart-rend ing. I f  they are fo r ­
tunate enough to have a “ home,”  
i t  c e rta in ly  has no heating sys­
tem. Consequently hundreds o f 
the destitu tes sleep in the- day­
tim e in the w arm  sun. They are 
every-where; in the parks, on the 
sidewalks and even on the public 
monuments. A t  n ig h t m any s ta rv ­
elings forage around fo r  some­
th in g  to eat. N o th in g  usable 
ever goes to waste in th a t c ity . 
Thousands o f the people have 
N O T H IN G  but the scanty rags on 
th e ir bodies, hence an y th ing  at a ll 
tha t comes in to  th e ir possession 
is valuable. The natives some­
tim es tigh t each o ther over the 
possession o f a t in  can, a bottle  
or a piece o f wood th a t is d iscard­
ed from  a ship. P ro s titu tio n  is 
ram pan t; sm all boys are forever 
fo llo w in g  you around s o lic itin g  
fo r  th e ir  sisters, who generally 
are in  th e ir ’teens.

A CHESS G A M E  
B u t you can rest assured th a t 

the M ahara jahs and Nawabs s u f­
fered no inconveniences over such 
a t r i f l in g  m a tte r as a fam ine.

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate if  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

Bridges Booed
E d ito r:

I t  m ig h t in te rest you to know 
th a t H a rry  Bridges go t a good 
booing fro m  the membership o f 
Local 110 a t the June 7th regu la r 
m eeting . He was scheduled to 
make a repo rt on the post-w ar 
plans o f the U nion. He started 
ou t by s ta tin g  “ 1 am disgusted 
by th is  m em bership . . . w o rry in g  
so much about sm all th in gs  th a t 
i t  can’t  see the b ig  ones.”  M ost 
o f the reports  previous to H a rry ’s 
ou tbu rs t had concerned conditions 
on the job, the d rive  to organize 
the unorganized dock seamen 
who w o rk  fo r  the a rm y, etc. 
E v id e n tly  these are the “ sm all 
th in g s ”  th a t H a rry  had in  m ind.
In  fac t, he declared: “ conditions 
on the  job now don’t  mean a 
th in g  i f  you haven’t  go t a post­
w a r jo b .”  He berated the lo ng ­
shoremen fo r  being too concerned 
w ith  “ tw o -b it m a tte rs ”  and asked 
w hy the men d idn ’t  ge t busy w ith  
“ b ig  th in gs ,”  like  “ se ttin g  up a 
post - w a r p lann ing  com m ittee 
composed o f o f f i c i a l s  and 
stewards.”  T h is  would be some­
th in g  w o rth  w h ile , according to 
H a rry .

A bou t th is  tim e H a rry  got 
booed. The men obviously d idn ’t 
like  to be ta lked down to  lik e  a 
bunch o f naughty  school boys. 
A f te r  th is  reception he backed up 
a l i t t le  b it, t r y in g  to placate the 
resen tfu l longshoremen by s ta tin g  
th a t he d idn ’t  mean to im p ly  th a t 
the men were unable to determ ine 
w hat was best fo r  the union. Oh, 
no! “ There were m any good union 
m en”  present who knew w h a t the 
score was bu t they ju s t weren’t  
th in k in g  s tra ig h t to n ig h t. Ob­
v ious ly  i f  they Were, H a rry  im ­
plied, they w ould concern them ­
selves less w ith  “ tw o  b it  m a tte rs ”

and more w ith  “ post-w ar p lan ­
n ing com m ittees.”  B u t the men 
refused to be placated. One voice 
lifte d  the c ry : “ How about our 
ra ise? ”  which was echoed by 
other voices. O thers cried: “ We 
go t enough; le t ’s go home.”

H a rry  wasn’t  exactly driven o f f  
the flo o r, bu t he soon sat down 
saying th a t he d idn ’t  w a n t to 
make his rep o rt to n ig h t anyway, 
and th a t he would make it  a t the 
next meeting. T h is  indicates to 
me th a t a ll is no t w e ll in  the 
H a rry  Bridges domain. So fa r  as 
I know, H a rry  has never received 
a reception like  th is  before.

Here is som ething else: A t  the 
m eeting o f A p r i l 19, the S ta lin ­
ists introduced v ia  the Executive 
Board m inutes, a m otion to p u r­
chase 250 copies o f the Peoples’ 
W orld  fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  a t union 
m eetings inside the ha ll. The 
m otion was defeated by about a 
two to one vote. The opposition 
was led by the v icepresident o f 
the union, James Kearney, leader 
o f the on ly organized opposition 
to the S ta lin is ts . He is a member 
o f the C atholic trade union league. 
His c ritic ism s  o f the Peoples’ 
W orld , in th is  p a rtic u la r instance 
were ve ry  effective . He stated 
among o ther th ings  th a t i t  was 
not a w o rkers ’ newspaper, tha t 
he could see no d iffe rence  be­
tween i t  and the H ca rs t Exam iner, 
though in comparison he pre fe rred 
the E xam iner because he knew 
where i t  stood. He c ritic ized  the 
paper’s stand on Badoglio , etc.

A  m ember o f the E xecutive 
Board said th a t he had supported 
the m otion in the executive meet­
ing  on th is  basis; th a t i t  had 
seemed th a t a sizeable section o f 
the m em bership wanted the 
Peoples’ W orld  d is tribu ted  in  the 
m eeting ha ll, a lthough, he „said, 
he was no t a supporte r o f the

These ty ra n ts  have the power o f 
life  and death over th e ir  subjects, 
who num ber about 100,000,000. 
Perhaps some princes w e r e  
having a game o f chess a t the 
m om ent th a t scores o f people 
were co llapsing fro m  sta rva tion . 
They c e rta in ly  devised a unique 
way o f p lay ing  th is  age-old game. 
A cou rtya rd  is paved w ith  blocks 
o f t ile  in  the m anner o f a chess­
board. In  lieu o f ebony o r ivo ry , 
men o f flesh  and blood are used. 
Servants, a rrayed  in the gaudy 
costumes representative o f chess­
men, are forced to  stand fo r  hours 
w h ile  th e ir  m asters ponder over 
the moves.

Ind ia  has had a coal-m ine cris is  
recently. The m ine owners were 
spouting p a rtr io tis m  w h ile  coin­
ing huge p ro fits . W hen the ex­
cess p ro fits  ta x  was raised, they 
refused to operate the mines. N a t­
u ra lly  the governm ent backed 
down and lowered the levy. E v­
e ry th in g  was a ll r ig h t  except tha t 
a su ffic ien t num ber o f w orkers 
could no t be induced to  slave un ­
derground a t the w retched wages 
offe red by the owners. Now  the 
governm ent is con tem pla ting  the 
w ith d ra w a l o f wom en’s food ra ­
tion  ticke ts  unless they w o rk  un­
derground in the m ines!

The B r it is h  ad m in is tra tion  in  
Ind ia  is the m ost expensive and 
extravagan t in  the w o rld . Ind ia  
has become a cha ritab le  home fo r  
blue-blooded E nglishm en in  need

Peoples’ W orld . He fu r th e r  stated 
tha t i f  a sizeable section o f the 
membership wanted The M ilita n t, 
the paper o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P arty  which is d is tribu ted  in 
fro n t o f our ha ll, d is tribu ted  
inside the ha ll at the expense of 
the membership, he would sup­
port it .

E. H.
San Francisco

More On Bridges
E d ito r:

D u ring  our house-to-house w ork 
in Oakland I came across a Negro 
member o f the IL W U  1-6, who 
to ld me how the Bridges machine 
pu t th rough  the la te s t be traya l.
I t  seems the perm anent no -s trike  
pledge was introduced as p a rt o f 
the executive com m ittee m inutes. 
Somebody moved to approve and 
th a t was a ll there, was to it .  T ha t 
is how i t  go t the “ unanim ous”  
approval o f the W arehousem en.. .
I needn’t  te ll you th a t th is  Negro 
warehouseman is tho rough ly  d is ­
gusted w ith  th is  la tes t Bridges 
move.

J. W.
Oakland, C a lif

About Bill Haywood
I read M r. Cannon's sho rt bio 

g raphy  o f B il l Haywood in your 
issue o f M ay 27 w ith  in te rest, but 
was surprised at some o f the g la r 
ing  m isstatem ents o f facts.

I happened to know  B il l Hay 
wood fa ir ly  w e ll, having spoken 
fro m  the same p la tfo rm s  w ith  h im  
a t the fam ous Socia lis t encamp 
ments in  Texas around the end 
o f the f irs t  decade o f the present 
century.

I  happened also to  be a delegate 
fro m  Texas to  tw o S oc ia lis t Na 
tio n a l Conventions back in those 
days —  Chicago In 1908 and In  
d ianapolis in  1912. I  was, as

were a ll the Texas delegates, a 
member o f w ha t was then called 
the “ Im poss ib ilis t”  o r L e ft-w in g  
group, as opposed to the “ Oppor­
tu n is t”  o r R ig h t-w in g  fac tion , led 
by the la te  V ic to r  Berger.

B il l Haywood did no t lead the 
“ Reds”  in the 1912 convention.
He was there  fo r  a day o r so bu t 
was not even a delegate. He sat 
w ith  the Texas delegation fo r  a 
few  m inutes bu t made no e f fo r t  
to make a speech.

M r. Cannon states th a t H ay­
wood led the Reds in a losing 
lig h t to con tro l the Convention in 
1912 and tha t we lost to the 
R igh t-w ing . N o th in g  could be 
fa r th e r  from  the facts. The L e ft-  
w ing  abso lu te ly  dom inated th a t 
convention and nom inated alm ost 
unanim ously Eugene Debs and 
Ben H anfo rd  fo r  P resident and 
V ice-President, on a revo lu tion ­
a ry  p la tfo rm .

I t  was fo u r years la te r, in 1916, 
th a t the R ig h t-w in g  captured the 
convention and nom inated Benson 
fo r  President.

Now ju s t a few words about 
B ill Haywood as a man. B il l was 
a modern “ D r. Jeky l and M r. 
Hyde”  possessed o f two d is tinc t 
and opposing characteris tics. To 
his po litica l and economic enemies 
he was in to le ra n t and overbear­
ing.

Due to the alm ost constant 
hounding and persecution o f the 
cohorts o f cap ita lism  B il l became 
one o f the m ost b it te r  men I  have 
known. S ta rtin g  ou t w ith  a hatred 
o f the ca p ita lis t system he devel­
oped a b it te r  ha tred fo r, not on ly 
the system, bu t a ll o f its  benefi­
ciaries and fo r  its  proponents. 
T h is  philosophy o f hate prepared 
him , idea lly , fo r  the tra n s fe r o f 
his membership from  the Social­
is t P a rty  to  the A m erican Com­
m unist P a rty .

However I w a n t to  say in de­
fense o f the m em ory o f B ill H ay­
wood th a t were he a live  today 
and back in  A m erica, 1 cannot 
believe th a t he would consider fo r  
one m om ent the move o f E a rl 
B row der and o ther C. P. leaders 
to craw l back in to  the same p o li­
t ic a l bed w ith  M ayo r Hague of 
Jersey C ity  and the an ti- la b o r 
K e lley-N ash gang o f Chicago and 

.the strike-breaking H arry  Bridges

of a vacation and money in  the 
fohm o f an ad m in is tra tive  post in  
the governm ent. T h is  m onstrous 
bureaucracy spends more money 
on the police fo rce  than on edu­
cation. B u t when the people meet 
to discuss the so lu tion  o f th e ir  
problems, b ru ta l repressions im ­
m ed ia te ly  fo llow . The police have 
been known to  burn the  homes 
o f m any fig h te rs  fo r  freedom . A t  
one mass m eeting, an E ng lish  
general ordered his troops to 
f ire  in to  the  defenseless crowd 
in f l ic t in g  casualties w e ll over 
1000, w ith  400 dead. The B rit is h  
have also used bom bing planes 
against the na tive people. I t  is 
estim ated th a t there are around 
50,000 na tiona lis ts  im prisoned a t 
present. . . w ith o u t t r ia l .  Yes in ­
deed, the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  have 
a method a ll th e ir  own o f “ p repar­
ing  the colonial peoples fo r  se lf- 
governm ent.”

O f course I d idn ’ t  notice any 
posters f la u n tin g  the A tla n tic  
Charter, nor any b illboards p ro­
c la im ing  the F our Freedoms 
th roughou t the world . As you 
know, the authors o f those noble 
declarations never meant to have 
them apply to Ind ia ’s m u ltitu d in ­
ous m illions.

R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  MOOD
M arx  said th a t “ V io le n t up­

heavals happen sooner a t th? ex­
trem ities  o f the bourgeois organ­
ism than a t its  heart, where the 
regu la tion  o f its  functions is easi­
er than elsewhere.”  I f  any place 
on th is  globe is ready fo r  a “ v io ­
len t upheaval,”  i t  is th is  vast sub­
con tinent o f Ind ia . The Ind ian 
N a tiona l Congress P a rty  o f Gan­
dhi and Nehru is as much opposed 
to a “ v io len t upheaval”  as are 
the E ng lish  im p e ria lis ts , fo r  the 
broom o f revo lu tion  would as lik e ­
ly  sweep out cap ita lism  along 
w ith  every vestige o f im p e ria l­
ism.

But the mood o f the people is 
ce rta in ly  revo lu tiona ry . English 
dom ination o f Ind ia has NO mass 
support whatsoever. I th in k  tha t 
the masses o f Ind ia  w ill realize 
tha t it  is up to them to k ick  the 
props away from  th is  decadent 
and p u trid  system o f exp lo ita tion  
o f the many fo r  the priv ileged 
few.

and an ti- la b o r reactionaries too 
numerous to  m ention. No, B il l 
couldn’t  be tray the w orkers by 
do ing tha t.

B ill Haywood was firs t o f a ll, 
tho rough ly  class-conscious. He 
m ight have made m istakes— a ll of 
us do— but every fiber o f his be­
ing was in complete sym pathy 
w ith  the explo ited workers in 
th e ir strugg les fo r  a h igher, a 
fu lle r  and a free r life .

.1. C. Thompson 
Route 1, Box 105 
M ooringsport, La.

P.S. M il ita n t  is good.

I  see th a t Joe Hansen’s a rtic le  in  the F ebruary  
issue o f F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, w r itte n  on the oc­
casion o f the departu re  o f the eighteen T ro ts k y ­
is t  leaders, has e lic ited  com m ent in  P o litics , the 
new -tho figh t m agazine edited by D w ig h t M acdon­
ald. In  com m enting on the comment, I  am im pelled 
f irs t  o f a ll to  congra tu la te  the au tho r on the equa­
n im ity  w ith  which he is enduring  the im p rison ­
ment. E v id en tly  he has read and taken to  heart 
the advice Rose K arsner gave to the women in 
her speech a t the fa re w e ll d inner: “ D on 't mope 
w h ile  the men are aw ay.”

Macdonaid is c le a rly  determ ined not to le t our 
troub les ge t h im  down. F rom  th is  hard-boiled 
po.nt o f view  he takes Joe to task fo r  dw e lling  
on the t r iv ia l de ta ils o f our departure— the leave- 
tak ings, the mementos, etc. The doughty  Macdon­
ald w i l l  have none o f th is  sen tim en ta lity . He is 
a brass tacks chap— no nonsense, chins up and 
a ll th a t so rt o f th ing . Perhaps he is r ig h t  on th is  
po in t. I ,  a t least, can understand and sym pathize, 
to a certa in  extent, w ith  his m a tte r-o f-fa c t a t t i ­
tude. I  am somewhat o f a stoic m yse lf— m y m oth­
er ta u g h t me no t to c ry  when I  ge t h u rt— and 
I  appreciate the t r a i t  in  others. I  am ready to ad­
m it also th a t Macdonald is no t m otiva ted by per­
sonal ma.ice or jealousy, as others who w r ite  in 
the same vein usua lly  are, fo r  I  believe th a t he 
is s incere ly stup id  and is on ly g u ilty ,  a t most, of 
in du lg ing  his cu ltiva ted  knack fo r  m isunderstand­
in g  th ings and his fa u n -like  im pulse to p lay  pranks 
on in ap prop ria te  occasions. In  any case, th is  p a rt 
o f the  quarre l between M acdonald and Hansen is 
no t very im p o rta n t. A f te r  a ll, i t  is a m a tte r o f 
tas te  and em otion ; and as long as freedom and 
democracy p re va il everyone has the r ig h t  to  his 
own taste and his own emotion.

The o ther pa rts  o f the ed ito ria l in  P o litics  raise 
more serious questions. One concerns the a t t i ­
tude o f a man o f p o litic s  tow a rd  h is own ideas. 
The o ther concerns m o ra lity . B oth  are questions 
o f exceptional im portance a t the present tim e.

The e d ito r ia l ind ic ts  our p a r ty  as a “ sectarian 
g ro up ”  a ff lic te d  w ith  “ arrogance w hich verges on 
paranoia .”  As evidence he cites V incen t Dunne’s 
s ta tem ent th a t “ our movem ent is h is to r ic ”  and 
Joe Hansen’s assertion th a t “ the file s  o f T ro ts k y ­
is t pub lica tions”  represent more im p o rta n t m ate­
r ia l fo r  fu tu re  h is to rians  than the Roosevelt m inu ­
tiae  file d  away a t Hyde P ark . These rem arks im ­
press Macdonald as the expression o f a presum p­
tuousness be longing to  the domain o f “ po litica l 
pa tho logy.”

C O N F L IC T  O F O P IN IO N S
One cannot make an o ff-hand  decision as to the 

m erits  o f th is  dispute, fo r  ne ithe r position  is  r ig h t  
or w rong per se. We are confronted here no t w ith  
facts im m ed ia te ly  ve rifiab le  bu t w ith  a co n flic t o f 
opin ions rega rd ing  fu tu re  developments. Conse­
quen tly , in  order to  a rr iv e  a t a reasoned ju d g ­
m ent o f the respective m erits  o f the contending 
opinions, one m ust approach the dispute w ith  a 
c rite rio n , a p o in t o f v iew  o f h is own, about con­
tem po ra ry  society and its  prospective fu r th e r  de­
velopm ent. The m a jo r ity  —  those who line  up w ith  
Am erican cap ita lism  and its  w a r program  —  be­
lieve th a t cap ita lism  has a long and stable fu tu re  
before i t .  I f  th e ir  assum ption is correct, o r on ly  
h a lf correct, they can ve ry  consis ten tly  and lo g ic ­
a lly  conclude th a t Dunne and Hansen, and a ll the 
res t o f us T ro tsky is ts , have fa n ta s tic  delusions 
about the w ay h is to ry  w i l l  some day be w ritte n . 
We, the m in o rity , on the o ther hand, are com­
plete ly convinced th a t cap ita lism , having ou tlived  
its  progressive h is to ric  ro le  —  and a g rea t ro le 
i t  wag —  is a lready doomed, is even now in  its  
death agony and m ust make way fo r  socialism .

I f  ou r assum ption is correct, we can w ith  no less 
logic and consistency conclude th a t the  heralds of 
the new society, the p ioneer m ilita n ts  o f the revo­
lu tio n a ry  p a rty , have fa r  more h is to r ic  im portance 
than the representatives o f the dy ing  system and 
th a t th is  w i l l  be the ju dg m en t o f the h is to rians 
o f the fu tu re . I f  ou r assum ption is  correct, i t  is 
the representatives and apologists o f the ou t­
moded social system who en te rta in  delusions about 
the fu tu re .

Now, w ha t arc the premises, and w h a t are the 
conclusions o f Macdonald and the p o lit ic o - lite ra ry  
species which he ty p if ie s ?  The magazine P o litics  
—  as fa r  as one can make ou t fro m  a cursory 
reading —  is published to  in fo rm  the w o rld  th a t 
the ed ito r and h is associated independent th in ke rs  
are somewhat dubious o f the  fu tu re  o f cap ita lism  
and are com m itted more o r less, to  the soc ia lis t 
a lte rna tive . Y e t M acdonald says —  no, he doesn’t  
say, he takes fo r  g ranted as se lf-ev ident —  th a t 
the con tem porary statesm en o f cap ita lism  are 
the im p o rta n t and s ig n if ic a n t men o f today and 
th a t they w i l l  be so regarded in  the h is to rica l to - 
raorrow . Hansen’s idea, fo r  example, th a t h is to r­
ica l research w i l l  no t cen ter around the person- 

. a l i ty  o f Roosevelt, s trikes  h im  as too fu n n y  fo r  
words. Then, hav ing  made his joke, he goes on to  
say th a t his convictions —  he ca lls them  convic­
tions —  are in  m any respects the same as the 
T ro ts k y is ts ’ ( “ The Cannon group stand fo r  m any 
o f m y own convictions.” ) In  sp ite  o f th a t, he in ­
s tin c tiv e ly  and a u tom a tica lly  brands ou r p a r ty ’s 
confidence in  the h is to r ic  v in d ica tion  o f these 
same convictions as pa tho log ic  arrogance.

The sign ificance o f th is  non sequ itu r is  qu ite  
clear. M acdonald’s pen ran aw ay w ith  h im . The 
intended lampoon o f the T ro tsky is ts  tu rned  o u t to  
be a document o f un in tended se lf-reve la tion . I t  is 
the p o r tra it  o f a man who does no t take his own 
ideas seriously and has no fa ith  in  th e ir  fu tu re . 
Such people are no t w o rth  very much. T h e ir “ con­
v ic tions”  are on the side o f the p ro le ta rian  revo­
lu tio n  but a ll th e ir  deep-rooted ins tinc ts , fee lings 
and spontaneous reactions —  th e ir hea rt and soul
—  are in the other camp. Hence th e ir  s im u ltane­
ous “ agreem ent”  w ith  the convictions o f the T ro t­
sky is ts  and th e ir  amazement when we act on these 
convictions and draw them  ou t to th e ir  log ica l 
conclusion.

U N IN T E N D E D  S E L F -R E V E L A T IO N
S im ila r ly , when the question o f bourgeois and 

p ro le ta rian  m o ra lity  —  “ th e ir  m orals and ours”
— is mentioned in our press the jack-ass ears 
o f the p h ilis tin e  are pointed upw ard and fo rw a rd  
in a larm . And when we ca lm ly  assert th a t our 
m ora ls are be tte r than the irs , th a t we are “ the 
on ly re a lly  m ora l people”  —  among the conscious, 
a rticu la te  po it ic a l elements, th a t is —  Macdonald 
spu tte rs  like  a society m atron  who has been in ­
sulted by a tru c k  d r iv e r fo r  sna rlin g  t ra f f ic .  Joe 
Hansen’s re p o rt o f a casual conversation w ith  
Cannon about John Dewey and the Moscow T r ia ls  
causes Macdonald to break ou t in  a m o ra lis tic  
sweat. A nd “ words a lm ost fa i l  h im ”  a t Cannon’s 
“ nerve”  in po in tin g  ou t a fla w , fro m  the stand­
po in t o f “ s t r ic t  m o ra lity ” , in  Dewey’s conduct o f 
the office o f cha irm an o f the Commission o f In ­
q u iry  on the Moscow T ria ls .

Here also M acdonald m ixes up a sm all m a tte r 
w ith  a b ig  one. The sm all po in t can easily be 
disposed of. He accuses us o f t r y in g  to rob the 
respected Commission o f In q u iry  cha irm an o f the 
"c re d it”  due h im  fo r  h is services in  th a t capacity. 
Th is is a m isapprehension on his p a r t;  and we are 
zeady to  concede an y th in g  he demands in  order 
to set the th in g  s tra ig h t, even though we do no t 
a ttach the  same w e ig h t as he to  the m a tte r o f 
“ c red it.”  H is  accusation springs fro m  his in a b ility  
to read our press w ith  an understand ing o f our 
standards and ou r sense o f values. W hen we say 
th a t a man was moved to in tervene in a g re a t h is ­
to ric  case by an appeal to  his sense o f ju s tice  we 
have m eant to  pay him  the highest com plim ent 
we can possib ly pay to  a man who is no t o f our 
p a rty  and class. B y his action in  heading the Com ­
mission o f In q u iry  Dewey became the ch ie f in s tru ­
ment in  the in ves tig a tion  and exposure o f the 
greatest fram e-up  in  h is to ry . W e are g ra te fu l to  
him fo r  th a t, and he w i l l  be remembered g ra te ­
fu lly  by a ll lovers o f t ru th  and jus tice  in  tim e  to  
come. I t  makes no d iffe rence  w hether Dewey’s 
action was taken on h is own in it ia t iv e  o r was 
suggested to  h im  by others. T h a t is on ly a sm all 
co lla te ra l de ta il o f the h is to ry  o f the a f fa ir .  Dew­
ey’s c red it flo w s  fro m  the deed its e lf  and we Who 
believe in  g iv in g  everyone his ju s t due would 
be the la s t to  underra te  i t  in  the s ligh te s t degree. 
Dewey m ust be honored fo r  h is  courageous ac­
tion  a ll the more because he m ig h t ju s t if ia b ly  
have asked exem ption fo r  reasons o f age and i l l  
health. He m ust be doubly honored because, of a ll 
the g re a t pub lic  men o f present-day A m erica , he 
alone fe l t  i t  necessary “ to do som ething fo r  ju s r 
tice.”

ABU SE O F P O W E R
B u t when a ll th a t is  said the fa c t rem ains th a t 

Dewey, in  m ak ing  pub lic  in a rad io  speech the 
rep o rt o f the Commission o f In q u iry  wh ich found 
T ro ts k y  no t g u ilty  o f the  crim es alleged aga inst 
him , took advantage o f the occasion to  denounce 
the p o lit ic a l doctrines o f the defendant. There are 
no tw o ways about it ,  th a t was “ a departu re  fro m  
s tr ic t  m o ra lity ,”  which comes under the heading 
o f abuse o f power. B y  our standards o f m o ra lity  
th a t is a serious offense, and we w an t somebody 
to te ll us by w ha t m ora l standards i t  is ju s tifia b le .

M acdonald’s readiness to  defend Dewey’s m is ­
use o f his office o f judge to tu rn  advocate, on the 
ground th a t T ro tsky , the defendant, also ex­
pounded his views before the Commission, w i l l  
no t s a tis fy  anyone who seriously  w ants to  face 
the m ora l issue we have raised. T ro ts k y  had been 
accused o f crim es a'leged to f lo w  fro m  h is doc­
trines, and was asked by the Commission o f In ­
q u iry  to  g ive an exposition o f these doctrines as 
evidence in the case. In  the same m anner the de­
fendants in  the M inneapolis T r ia l were pe rm itte d  
to expound th e ir  views in  court. B u t Dewey, as 
chairm an o f the Commission, had assumed the o f­
fice o f Judge, and w ith  i t  the ob liga tion , a fte r  
hearing the evidence, to say t r u ly  w hether the de­
fendant was g u ilty  o r innocent o f the crim es 
charged aga inst him . So much and no m ore is a 
judge pe rm itted  to say when rende ring  the ve r­
d ic t o f his tr ib u n a l, according to  our standards 
o f m o ra lity .

M acdonald’s a tte m p t to defend Dewey’s m ora l 
lapse on th is  occasion on ly  dem onstrates how 
fle x ib le  his own m ora l standards arc. H is  bad ex­
perience should w arn  a ll p e tty  bourgeois c r it ic s  
o f the T ro tsky is ts  to confine th e ir  m o ra lis tic  
sweatings to e te rna l abstractions and keep away 
from  the discussion o f concrete cases. “ M o ra lity ”  
is  no t th e ir  s trong  po in t —  when you ge t down 
to  cases.

The w r ite r  is not correct in his 
descrip tion o f the character o f 
the 1912 Convention o f the  So­
c ia lis t P a rty . Here is Haywood’s 
appra isa l o f the convention as 
w ritte n  in his au tob iog raphy: “ In 
1912 the Socia lis t P a rty  held a 
convention at. Ind ianapolis. The. 
delegates were o f an a ltoge ther 
d iffe re n t ca libe r than those who 
w ent to make up the convention 
o f 1908. The class s trugg le  meant 
no th ing  to m any who were there 
supposedly representing  the w o rk ­
in g  class. There were seventeen 
o r more preachers who could 
scarcely disguise th e ir  s k y -p ilo t­
in g  p roc liv ities . There were m any 
law yers and some editors... To 
these leaders and the ir henchmen

in the convention the tim e  seemed 
opportune to amend the cons titu ­
tion  o f the Socia lis t P a rty , which 
they did w ith  A r t ic le  2, Section 
1 p ro v id ing  th a t: ‘any member o f 
the p a rty  who opposes po litica l 
action or advocated crim e, sabot­
age o r o ther methods o f violence 
as a weapon o f the w o rk ing  class 
to aid in its  em ancipation shall 
be expelled fro m  m embership in 
the p a rty ’ .”

T h is  amendment, passed by the 
convention, was ac tua lly  aimed a t 
Haywood and the le f t  w ingers.

H a y  w  o o d fu r th e r  re p o rts : 
“ Th is amendment was fo llow ed by 
a reso lu tion o f the N a tion a l E x ­
ecutive Com m ittee, o f w h ich I 
was then a member, directed 
aga inst me, cha rg ing  me w ith  
being an advocate o f d irect ac<

tion , violence and sabotage. ] t  
was subm itted to a referendum  
vote and 1 was recalled fro m  the 
N a tiona l E xecu tive C om m ittee.”  
— E d ito r.

A Correction
E d ito r:

K in d ly  call to the a tten tion  of 
the. " In te rn a tio n a l Notes”  colum n­
is t th a t Costa Rica is located on 
the m ainland o f Centra l A m erica 
between Panama and N icaragua 
and is not a “ sm all Caribbean 
is land .”  Perhaps i t  is no t a gross 
blunder, but such l i t t le  slips can 
in ju re  our paper’s repu ta tion  fo r  
accurate repo rting .

W h ile  I ’m  a t i t  le t me note tha t 
the  te rm  “ p o ll- ta x ”  has been used 
to  describe l i ly  w h ite  Southern 
congressmen indiscrim inate ly. I f

a w r ite r  mentions “ reactionary  
po ll-ta x  Senator Reynolds,”  he in ­
fe rs  th a t there is a poll tax  law  
in N o rth  Carolina which is no t 
the case.

I believe our excellent paper 
w ill not become colorless i f  th is  
descrip tive  term  is employed 
more ca re fu lly .

I). Swenson 
A kron , O.
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Negro S truggle
_By Charles Jacksori-

Roosevelt's Jim Crow Mandate
Colonel Corn soliloquizes: “ A t 

la s t I ’ve got the rea l low down on 
th is  fe llow  Roosevelt. He’s a ll 
r ig h t  a fte r  a ll. You know the re ’s 
been a lo t o f rum ors going 
around here saying he was try - to  
m olly-coddle those N ig ra ’s. They 
said he wanted to b u tt his nose 
in to  the way we have o f keeping 
them where they belong. Come to  
th in g  o f it ,  E leanor has had her 
p ic tu re  took w ith  some p icka­
ninn ies in some school up north .

“ B u t I  guess she has learned 
be tte r by now. Then loo, Roos­
eve lt is supposed to have a lot 
o f com m unists in  the governm ent 
up there and those communists, 
they say, are preaching some foo l­
ishness about rac ia l equa lity. And 
then I  d id  see where those com­
m unists  disbanded th e ir  pa rty  
and said th a t Roosevelt was 
s tand ing fo r the same th in g  they 
bad been ca llin g  for. W ell, i f  
th a t ’s t lie  case Roosevelt and 
these communists too are a l l r ig h t 
w ith  me becaue I ’ve ju s t found 
out in  black and w h ite  tha t they 
are backing us up in  the way we 
tre a t those N igra 's  in  the good 
old Southland.

“ As soon as they get these 
N o rthe rn  colored boys in  the A r­
m y they send them down here 
to le t us s tra igh ten  them out on 
who is boss. An bro ther when 
we get through w o rk ing  on them 
you can bet they w ill f ly  r ig h t. 
B u t to make i t  easy fo r u6 they 
hand them a paper when they 
cross the Mason-Dixon line . T he ir 
com m anding officer te lls  them 
th a t they have got to obey the 
laws o f the South. He te lls  them 
th a t those are orders fro m  head­
quarters. Now everyone knows 
Roosevelt as commander-in-chief 
of the armed forces rea lly  runs 
th a t W ar Departm ent. I f  he says 
we team up w ith  S ta lin , we do; 
i f  he says we w ork  w ith  Bado- 
g lio , we do; i f  he says we don’t  
ta lk  no trash w ith  th a t F rench­
man, DeGaulle, we don't. So he 
m ust have said fo r us to handle 
these N o rthe rn  N ig ra 's  lik e  we 
w an t to or else the orders 
w ou ldn ’t  have come down tha t 
way. And as fa r  as those com­
m unists  go, i f  they are a ll out 
fo r  th e ir  commander-in-chief like  
they say they are, then i t  m ust 
he a ll r ig h t  w ith  them to tu rn  
these soldiers over to us, too. I 
guess they m ust have changed, 
but any way, they are a ll r ig h t 
w ith  me now.

J IM  CROW LA W S

“ L e t me look over th is  s lip  
again. I t  does me as much good 
as another ju lep  or another chaw 
o f tobacco. They hand these to 
every N ig ra  sold ier as he comes 
in to  the south on his troop tra in . 
Here is the one fo r Tennessee;

“ 1. The law s o f the S tate o f Ten­
nessee require the separation of 
races on a ll public transporta tion  
systems in  th is  State.

2. Members of the colored race 
upon en te ring  a street car or bus 
sha ll occupy those seats w h ich  are 
located a t the rear portion of 
s tree t car or bus and whenever 
seats in  the bus or street car be­
come vacant w h ich  are to the 
rea r of any member of the color­
ed race, such person sha ll vacate

the seat w h ich he then occupies 
and move back and occupy the 
rear seat which is then vacant.

3. The conductor or other per­
son in  charge of the street car 
o r bus sha ll have the r ig h t  to 
increase the space so set apart 
fo r  e ith e r race, o r he many 
require  any passenger to  change 
his seat when o r so o ften  as the 
change in passengers m ay make 
such change necessary.

4. A ll passengers on street cars 
o r buses are required to take the 
seats assigned to them, and any 
person refusing to do so, shall 
leave the street car or bus, or i f  
tiie y  rem ain in  the street car or 
bus a fte r having been asked and 
refused to take the seat assigned 
to them sha ll be g u ilty  of a m is­
demeanor and fined not more 
than twenty-five do lla rs ($25).

5. T lie  laws of the State o f Ten­
nessee also give t lie  owners and 
th e ir  employes of hotels, inns, 
theaters, pub lic  houses, m oving 
p ic tu re  shows, restaurants, places 
of amusement, o r other business 
the r ig h t  to determ ine fo r them ­
selves the k in d  of patronage, cus­
tomers, or guests they desire to 
have, and to exclude from  th e ir 
premises o r business any person 
or persons fo r  any reason they 
th in k  necessary.”

Yes, Colonel Corn, i t  looks like  
you’ve got som ething there. 
Roosevelt and h is W ar D epart­
ment are. w ith o u t a doubt, com­
p le te ly  convinced th a t you are the 
best prepared delegate to  “ ac­
c lim ate  and o rien ta te ”  the Negro 
sold ier as to  w hat he is NO T 
f ig h tin g  fo r. O f course you are 
not the on ly  kernel on the cob 
when it  comes to  sanction o f the 
policies o f the “ com m ander-in­
ch ie f.”

The W a lte r W hites and other 
pussy foo ting  libera ls  down to tlie  
perfid ious S ta lin is ts  are also te ll­
in g  us th a t th is  cap ita lis t war 
w i l l  make th ings better fo r  the 
Negro masses —  te llin g  us in 
face of the “ Roosevelt M andate” 
th a t th is  is a war fo r “ libe ra tion  
of oppressed peoples” o r fo r the 
“ extension of the fo u r freedoms.”

O N E  A G E N C Y

B ut Roosevelt can not help h im ­
self even i f  he wanted to. He 
is m erely one agency of govern­
m ent which, lik e  a ll governments, 
reflects those practices w h ich are 
o f greatest in te rest to the ru lin g  
economic class in  society. I t  is 
to the in terests o f the ru lin g  class 
in  th is  country to keep the Ne­
groes suppressed because they 
can thereby more easily keep a ll 
o f the w o rk ing  people suppressed. 
They practice a r ig id  J im  Crow 
system in  the A rm y  because they 
know  th a t i f  they gave the Negro 
equa lity  in  the A rm y  he would 
expect i t  when he returned home. 
D id  I  say expect? I believe de­
mand would he the word.

You can be 6ure the exp lo iters 
do no t w ant such a demand 
in itia te d  because they fea r i t  
would spread to the workers of 
a ll races and would, in  the end, 
be directed against the rea l 
enemy o f the w o rk ing  masses, 
the reckless and purposeless 
system o f cap ita lism .

PIO NEER PARAGRAPHS

THE SOCIALIST PROGRAM CAN 
WIN OVER THE MIDDLE CLASS

P arliam e n ta ry  cre tins who con­
sider themselves connoisseurs o f 
the people like  to  repea t: “ One 
m ust not fr ig h te n  the m iddle 
classes w ith  revo lu tion . They do 
not like  extrem es.”  In  th is  gen-, 
era l fo rm  th is  a ffirm a tio n  is ab­
so lu te ly  false. N a tu ra lly , the pe t­
ty  p ro p rie to r p re fe rs  o rder so 
long as business is go ing w e ll and 
so long as he hopes tha t tom or­
row  i t  w il l go bette r.

B u t when th is  hope is lost, he 
is easily enraged and is ready to 
g ive  h im se lf over to the m ost ex­
trem e measures. O therw ise, how 
could he have ove rth row n the 
dem ocratic s tate and b rough t 
Fascism to power in  I ta ly  and 
G erm any? The despa iring p e tty  
bourgeois sees in Fascism, 
above a ll, a f ig h tin g  force against 
b ig  cap ita l, and believes th a t, un ­
lik e  the w o rk in g  class parties 
w h ich deal on ly  in  words, Fascism 
w i l l  use force to establish more 
“ ju s tice ” ...

I t  is fa lse, th rice  false, to  a f ­
f irm  th a t the present p e tty  bour­
geoisie is no t go ing to  the w o rk ­
in g  class pa rties  because i t  fears 
“ extrem e measures.”  Q uite the 
con tra ry . The low er p e tty  bour­
geoisie, its  g rea t masses, on ly  see 
in  the w o rk ing  class parties p a r­
lia m e n ta ry  machines. They do 
no t believe in th e ir  s treng th , nor 
in  th e ir  capacity  to  s trugg le , nor 
in  th e ir  readiness a t th is  tim e  to  
conduct the s trugg le  to the end...

W ith o u t an understand ing o f 
th is  psychology o f the peasants, 
the a rtisans, the employes, the 
p e tty  functionaries, etc. — a 
psychology which flow s fro m  the 
social c ris is  —  i t  is im possib le to 
elaborate a correct po licy. The 
p e tty  bourgeoisie is economically 
dependent and p o lit ic a lly  a tom ­
ized. T h a t is w hy i t  cannot con­
duct an independent po licy . I t  
needs a “ leader”  who inspires i t  
w ith  confidence. Th is ind iv idua l 
o r collective leadership, i. e. a 
personage o r p a rty , can be given 
to i t  by  one o r the o ther o f the 
fundam enta l classes —  e ithe r the 
b ig  bourgeoisie o r the p ro le ta r­
ia t. Fascism unites and arm s 
the scattered masses. O ut o f hu­
man dust i t  organizes combat 
detachments. I t  thus gives the 
p e tty  bourgeoisie the illus ion  of 
being an independent force. I t  
begins to im ag ine th a t i t  w il l 
rea lly  command the state. I t  is 
not su rp ris in g  th a t these illus ions 
and hopes tu rn  the heads o f the 
p e tty  bourgeoisie!

B u t the p e tty  bourgeoisie can 
also find a leader in  the p ro le ta r­
ia t. Th is was dem onstrated in 
Russia and p a r tia lly  in  Spain. In 
Ita ly ,  in  Germ any and A u s tr ia  the 
p e tty  bourgeoisie g ra v ita ted  in 
th is  d irection . B u t the parties 
o f the p ro le ta r ia t did no t rise  to  
th e ir  h is to ric  task.

To b ring  the p e tty  bourgeoisie 
to its  side, the p ro le ta r ia t m ust

Stalinists Intensify Slander Drive
(Continued from page 1)

“ m atter of concern”  is th a t out- 
s t a n d i n g  union spokesmen 
"should appeal' a t such a meet­
ing.”  H adn 't they learned “ what 
Danie l Tobin of the Teamsters 
Union learned from  hard experi­
ence?"

Then, in  a fina l paroxysm  o f 
fru s tra te d  rage, the S ta lin is t 
ed ito ria l shakes its  fis t in  p r in t 
and concludes th rea ten ing ly  tha t 
any labor leader who defends 
labor's r ig h ts  by defending the 
im prisoned T ro ts k y is ts  “ ought to 
be made to answer to  his mem­
bership”  and b lu s le rin g ly  p ro ­
cla im s tha t “ i t  is tim e to put a 
s w if t  stop to tha t so rt o f th in g .”

B u t on June 14, the D a ily  W ork­
er blew o ff its  biggest stink-bom b 
to date. T h is  was an a rtic le  
headlined “ ILG W U  Draws Tobin 
F ire  For Backing T ro tsky is ts .”  
The D a ily  W orker  quotes portions 
of a le tte r sent to t lie  ILG W U  by 
Tobin, who o r ig in a lly  insp ired 
and helped perpetrate the frame- 
up against the M inneapolis T rans­
po rt W orkers Local 544-C10 and 
Socia list W orkers P a rly  Leaders. 
Tobin, says the D a ily  W orker, “ ex­
pressed surp rise” tha t the ILGW U 
has voted support fo r the im p ris ­
oned T ro tsky is ts .

A N D E R S O N  L E T T E R

Tobin is quoted as w r it in g  
th a t he had read about the 
ILG W U  action in  The M i l i ta n t  
and th a t “ I am sending you a 
copy of a le tte r from  the Federal 
D is tr ic t A tto rne y  of Minnesota 
(V ic to r E. Anderson) w h ich tells 
you the reasons these men were 
convicted. They were try in g  to 
overth row  the United States gov- 
e r n m e n t ,  A tto rne y  Anderson 
states.”  Anderson was one of 
Roosevelt’s prosecutors who dis­
tinguished h im se lf in  the M inne­
apolis case by the most unbrid led 
red-ba iting and labor-bating dec­
lam ations.

B u t Tobin adds li is  own com­
m entary, the fan tastic  nonsense 
th a t the leaders of h is to ric  Local 
544-CIO “ were endeavoring to des­
troy  the Am erican labor move­
ment by boring from  w ith in ,”  fo r 
the purpose, as Tobin suddenly 
discovers three years a fte r the 
fact, “ of ove rth row ing  the S ta lin  
governm ent”  in the in te res t o f a 
“ dual Russian o rgan iza tion  set 
up under T ro tsky 's  leadership." 
Tobin has a m ania about “ dua l”  
organizations, I t  seems, p a rtic u l­
a r ly  since the M inneapolis section 
of his own union voted to th row  
o ff h is d ic ta to rsh ip  and jo in  the 
CIO.

How did  the D a ily  W orker  get 
hold o f Tob in ’s le tte r to Dubin- 
sky? The fu r th e r  contents of the 
a rtic le  indica te th a t Tobin was 
insp ired to “ take his pen in  
hand”  by the  S ta lin is ts  them ­
selves.

F o r i t  tu rns  ou t th a t “ at the 
same tim e ”  Tobin had sent one 
o f the ch ie f S ta lin is t union 
hatchet-m en, Louis W einstock, 
secre ta ry-treasurer o f Painters 
D is tr ic t Council 9, a persona] 
le tte r  on the M inneapolis case 
“ rep ly in g  to  a request fo r  in ­
fo rm a tio n .”

Trying to Block the Road

S T A L IN IS T  A C T IO N

T h is  “ request fo r in fo rm a tio n ”  
from  fram eup a r t is t  and bureau­
cra t Tob in  had been the pretext 
used by the S ta lin is ts  to block 
action in  Painters D is tr ic t  Coun­
c il 9 on a CRDC request fo r sup­
po rt to the 18. Tobin piously en­
jo ins  W einstock “ to keep away 
from  them. They were not sent 
to prison because they are union 
organizers, as they are saying in 
a c ircu la r in  w h ich they are 
m aking a ll k inds of charges 
against me.”

I t  is  a m atter o f public record 
tha t Roosevelt in it ia te d  the prose­
cution  o f the Local 544-CIO lend­
ers a t the express personal appeal 
o f Tobin, a fte r over 4,000 memb­
ers of M inneapolis Teamsters Lo­
cal 544-AFL voted to jo in  the CIO 
when Tobin sought to remove the 
loca l’s elected o ffic ia ls  and estab­
lish  his dicta tor-rece iversh ip over 
the union.

Tobin has the g a ll to add the 
brazen lie  th a t “ not one member 
o f our organ iza tion  o r the  trade 
union movement appeared as a 
witness in  the case o f those peo­
ple,”  when the cou rt records 
show th a t not a few  o f the gov­
ernm ent witnesses who perjured 
themselves against the M inne­
apolis defendants were actua l 
paid agents and organ izers o f 
T ob in ’s who adm itted the fac t 
pub lic ly  on the w itness stand.

B u t th is  b la tan t lie  of Tobin, 
coupled w ith  the statem ent of the 
prosecutor who helped to pu t over 
the fram eup, is r ig h t up Weins- 
tock ’s alley. He adds his own 
statem ent deploring the fact tha t 
hundreds of union, fra te rn a l, Ne­
gro and c iv i l libe rties  organiza­
tions have been "m is lead”  in to

win its confidence. And for that 
it must have confidence in its 
own strength.

(From “Whither France?” by 
Leon Trotsky, pp. 18-19, Pioneer 
Publishers, 1936 160 pages, S.75 
cloth, $.50 paper. Order from 
Pioneer Publishers, 116 University 
Place, New York 3, N. Y.)

supporting  the case of the im ­
prisoned T ro tsky is ts .

Three years ago, when Roos­
evelt prosecuted the T ro tsky is ts  
fo r being M arx is ts  and revo lu tion ­
ists, the S ta lin is ts  complained be­
cause the ca p ita lis t governm ent 
d id n ’t  fram e these w o rk ing  class 
anti-fascist figh ters as “ H itle r  
agents”  on the model of the Mos­
cow T r ia l fram eups. Now they 
are t r ip ly  in fu ria te d  because over 
a m illio n  and a quarter organized 
Am erican workers, expressing 
the views of the most progressive 
sectors of labor, have fo rm a lly  
endorsed the cause of the Im p r i­
soned T ro tsky is ts  and denounced 
th e ir  persecution as a m a jo r blow 
aimed a t the dem ocratic r ig h ts  
and c iv i l libe rties  of a ll workers.

LA B O R  SUPPO RT

T h is  grow ing labor support, as 
the S ta lin is ts  well know, reflects 
increasing labor respect and ad­
m ira tio n  fo r  the courageous T ro t­
sky is t leaders. The prestige of 
the T ro tsky is ts  grows da ily  be­
cause, in  going to prison, the

T ro ts k y is t leaders bad tlie  cour­
age and princ ip les  to stand up 
in  uncom prom ising defense of 
th e ir  soc ia lis t ideas. W ith  the 
S ta lin is ts ’ own open defection 
in to  the camp of cap ita lis t reac­
tion , they are t ry in g  more 
desperately than ever to bu ry  the 
T ro ts k y is t p rogram  and move­
ment, the  authentic M arx ism  of 
our tim e, under a barrage o f mud 
— the tra d itio n a l GPU cover fo r  
its  p repa ra tion  o f acts o f a more 
s in is te r nature.

In  th e ir  fu rious  red -ba iting  
d rive  against the T ro tsky is ts , the 
S ta lin is ts  have already form ed a 
united f ro n t w ith  Tobin, the red­
ba itin g  head o f the Team sters 
Union, Roosevelt’s fram e - up 
prosecutors and P o ll-T axe r S m ith, 
au thor o f the in fam ous Sm ith 
“ Gag”  A c t.

I t  is up to progressive labor 
everywhere to un ite its  ranks to 
defend the M inneapolis labor 
figh te rs  and to  destroy the 
poisonous in fluence o f S ta lin ism  
— the most reactionary force in ­
side the labor movement.

Supreme Court 
Hit for Its Stand in 
Free Speech Cases

(Continued fro m  page 1)

Unionist Says Labor 
Should Prepare Now

(The fo llo w in g  a rtic le  is rep rin ted  fro m  the M ay 25 issue o f 
The S earch ligh t, o ffic ia l pub lica tion  o f F lin t  Chevro let Local 659, 
U A W -C IO .)

By F R A N C IS  R. P A L M E R
On December 1, 1931, when m ost o f the U . S. fac to ries  were 

closed, w ith  m illio ns  o f men and women unemployed and ch ildren 
c ry in g  w ith  hunger, S ilas S traw n, President o f the Chamber o f Com­
merce o f the U n ited  States, took a wide referendum  vote among b ig  
business men in  the na tion 's  lead ing Chambers o f Commerce and 
other g rea t business organ izations on th is  g rea t question:

“ S hall the U . S. Government 
help the na tion ’s desperate unem­
p loyed?”  The question was no t on 
how much help, bu t on he lp ing
w ith  an y th in g  a t a ll. The vote 
closed Dec. 14 and bo as tfu lly  lie 
published the resu lt:

197— yes.
2534— no.
Remember the vote 13 to 1— 

rem em ber ' t i l  you die.
In  th a t 13 to  1 vote shines a 

soul o f polished steel. T ha t vote 
unmasks, s trips  naked fo r  a ll to 
see, the a ttitu d e  o f A m erican b ig  
business tow ard the common peo­
ple o f th is  country.

Today the w orkers m ust prepare 
to  meet the  “ Post W a r C ris is ,”  
which is absolute ly ce rta in  to 
come. The on ly  f ig h t fo r  a bette r 
post w a r w orld  th a t has any 
serious meaning, is the fig h t th a t 
begins r ig h t  N O W .

PRO M ISES C H E A P

Remember th is , “ A n y  fa k e r is 
a lways ready to  PR O M ISE the 
good th in gs  o f l i fe  to  the w o rk ­
ers some tim e in  the  fu tu re , 
bu t no th in g  do ing r ig h t  now.”  
W H O E V E R  te lls  the workers 
th a t they m ust accept th e ir  
burden today because o f the “ w ar 
c ris is ”  w i l l  te ll them  to  accept 
the same burden o r a heavier one 
tom orrow  because o f the “ post 
w ar cris is .”  The only way to  meet 
the post w ar cris is  is to  meet the 
w ar cris is  head on. HOW ?

L e t us see how B ig  Business is 
m eeting the w ar cris is  in  prepara­
tion  fo r  the post w a r cris is. They 
do no t say: “ There is a w a r on, 
the re fo re  we w il l  sacrifice our 
p ro fits  and w ealth  to w in  it .  We 
w il l  no t make any demands fo r  
the p ro tection  o r extension o f our 
economic and p o litica l power. We 
w il l  no t make a f ig h t over any 
question a ffe c tin g  th is  power, no 
m a tte r how im p o rta n t.”

On the con tra ry , the “ w ar 
c ris is ”  is a BOOM to them. They 
mean to come out o f the w ar w ith  
g rea te r economic power and w ith  
a s tronger p o litica l position from  
which to  p ro tect th is  power than

they ever had before. They fig h t 
every inch o f the way fo r  b igger 
p ro fits , fo r  f irm e r con tro l o f the 
governm ent m achinery. They fig h t 
every inch o f the w ay to  deprive 
labor o f its  lig h ts . They know 
pe rfe c tly  w e ll th a t the s tronger 
they are the weaker labo r is, and 
the o ther way around.

LA B O R ’S R IG H TS

They did  no t reach th e ir  power­
fu l positions by c ra w lin g  on th e ir  
bellies. They w ill no t yie ld an 
inch w ith o u t a figh t. They w il l  go 
th e ir  way w ith o u t paying the 
s ligh te s t b it  o f a tte n tio n  to the 
GOOD A D V IC E  o f labo r leaders.

Labo r’s r ig h ts  m ust be defended 
NO W , by Y O U . The so-called 
labor leaders have no t taken over 
our union, W E  have surrendered 
i t  to  them. I t  is  tim e  to  take i t  
back, NO W  or N E V E R . We m ust 
s ta r t today.

(1 ) Rescind the no - s tr ik e  
pledge “ N O W .”

(2 ) B uild  an Independent 
P o litica l P a rty  fo r  the common 
people “ NO W .”

like  appeal to  Roosevelt. In  addi­
tion , the Council has sent copies 
o f its  reso lu tion to a ll ra ilw a y  
locals in its  area, the second 
la rges t ra ilro a d  center in the 
country, w ith  a le tte r  u rg in g  them 
to give m ora l and financia l back­
ing  to the CRDC.

Other resolutions and le tte rs  to 
President Roosevelt u rg ing  par­
don fo r  the 18 were passed re­
cen tly  by the Bay Area Jo in t 
Board o f T e x tile  W orkers U n ion- 
CIO, San Francisco, C a lif.; tlie  
Amalgamated Meat Cutters Union 
Local 547-AFL, Chicago, 111.; 
Sheep Shearers’ Union of N o rth  
A m erica  No. i ,  A F L , Butte, 
M ont.; B rew ery Union Ix>eal 97, 
A F L , St. Paul. M inn.; Local 238 
U A W -C IO , H am tram ck, M ich.; 
U n ited Grocery and Produce Lo­
cal 329-CIO, Chicago, III . ;  In te r­
na tiona l Brotherhood of B lack­
sm iths, Drop Forgers and Help­
ers Local 197-AFL, W yom issing, 
Pa.

N E W  C O N TR IB U TO R S

Am ong the recent financia l con­
tr ib u to rs  to the CRDC are; United 
Reta il, Wholesale and Departm ent 
Store Employes-CIO Local 261, 
B irm ingham , A la .; Dyers and 
F in ishers, TWA-CIO, Local 2052, 
Un ion C ity , N . J.; U n ited  Steel 
W orkers of Amcrica-CIO 1743, 
B uffa lo , N. Y .; Amalgamated 
C lo th ing W orkers-CIO Local 126, 
E lizabeth, N. J.; U n ited Shoe 
Service Employes-CIO Local 1143, 
Chicago, 111.; United Steel W ork ­
ers o f America-CIO Loca l 1284, 
New Castle, Pa.; Berks County 
In d u s tr ia l Union Council-CIO, 
Reading, Pa.; T e x tile  W orkers 
Union of Am erica, Local 158-CIO. 
San Francisco, Cal.; U n ited B a k ­
ery  and Confectionery W orkers, 
Local 15-CIO Chicago, 111.; R e ta il 
C igar Employes 239-C10 Chicago, 
111.; UAW-CIO Local 238, H am t­
ram ck, M ich.; Bakery and Confec­
tion e ry  Local 262, Newark, N. J.; 
U n ited Grocery and Produce Lo­
cal 329-CIO Chicago, 111.; UAW- 
CIO Local 203 D e tro it, M ich .; 
N o rth  Jersey J o in t Board, Tex­
t ile  W orkers Union-CIO, Newark, 
N . J.; U A W -C IO  Local 140, De­
tro it ,  M ich .; D e tro it Jo in t Board 
URWDSEA-CIO, D e tro it, M ich .; 
IU M S W A  Loca l 49-CIO, Bay C ity, 
M ich .; P h ilade lph ia  Jo in t Board 
ILG W U -A FL, Phila . Pa.; A m alg­
amated Meat C utters Local 547- 
A F L , Chicago, 111.; In t.  B ro the r­
hood of B lacksm iths, Drop Forg­
ers and Helpers, A F L  Local 197, 
W yom issing, Pa.; Local 144 IL G ­
W U , A F L , N ew ark, N . J.; F a rm ­
ers Educational and Cooperative 
Union, Great F a lls , M ont.

WHY WE ARE IN  PRISON
F arew e ll speeches o f the defendants in  the M inneapolis 
Labor Case. The v ita l words o f people condemned to 
prison fo r  th e ir  courageous defense o f Socia lis t ideas.

■ s :: i
: :
: “We were obliged to tell the truth. We saw the abomination !
e of the imperialist war and we were under compulsion to tell : 
: the people the truth about it. We saw the vision of a socialist j 
: society and were under compulsion to fight for it at all costs 5
5 and despite all hazards.” I
j :
j 56 pages, paper 10 cents 1

Pioneer Publishers
: 116 U N IVE R SITY  PLACE N EW  YORK 3, N . Y. [

SHOP - TALKS 
O N SOCIALISM

By V. Grey

A bunch o f the boys were ta lk  
ing th ings  over in a Bethlehem 
Steel p lant locker room. The sub­
ject o f those 136 Bethlehem ship 
welders in Boston who chiselled 
$500,000. was brought up. “ T h a t’s 
a Hell o f a lo t o f cabbage”  some­
one rem arked. Out came a news­
c lipp ing . "H e re ’s a l is t  o f sh ip ­
yards. and how much the y ’ve 
made since the w ar began. I ’ ll 
jus t read one: ‘Beth lehem -Fa ir 
field Shipyard Inc., B a ltim ore  — 
cost to governm ent, 33 m illio n , 
company’s investm ent one m il­
lion. Fees paid to company 27 
m illio n .’ T h a t’s a lot o f cabbage, 
too. I notice,”  he added, “ th a t 
A d m ira l E m ory Land isn ’ t being 
held by the F. B. I .  He was ac­
cused o f being a p a rty  to a lo t 
o f ship sw indles way up in  the 
m illions. But he’s head o f the 
M aritim e  Commission, and he’s a 
Bethlehem shareholder, so it  
m ig h t hu rt the ‘w ar e f fo r t ’ to 
prosecute h im .”

“ And w ha t about the L ib e rty  
Ship B uilders,”  a fe llo w  said, 
“ tu rn in g  them  out so fa s t they 
break in the m iddle —  ju s t to 
make th e ir  d ir ty  m illions  a l i t t le  
qu icke r? ”

A  voice broke in, “ A w , you’d do 
the same th in g  i f  you had the 
chance. So would I. I t ’s human 
na ture .”

Okay, B il l.  L e t’s suppose you 
would do the same th in g . L e t ’s 
suppose you’re the k ind  o f a guy 
who could send a thousand kids 
to th e ir  death w ith o u t b a ttin g  an 
eyelash. L e t ’s suppose you could 
th in k  o f the babies your greed 
had made in to  orphans, w h ile  you 
took an ex tra  glass o f champ­
agne to toast your cleveiness. 
T h a t’s “ human na tu re ”  you say. 
Y ou ’d do i t  too, i f  you had the 
chance.

B u t you know  damn w e ll you ’l l  
never get the chance. Bethlehem 
Steel w i l l  take care o f th a t. By 
the tim e you ge t a l i t t le  dough 
ahead and a couple b ills  paid 
the y ’l l  lay  you o f f  again. I f  you 
t r y  to cheat on the piece w ork  
like  those welders did, they get 
the F. B. 1. a fte r  you. T h e ir own 
cheating on the whole people is 
so b ig , th a t th e ir  own men are 
r ig h t  in the governm ent and run 
the governm ent as w e ll as the 
F. R. I.

And you .know you’re no t go ing 
to make a m illio n  do lla rs honestly. 
I f  you w o rk  hard and save your 
money i t  takes a long tim e  to  get 
a m illio n  bucks. Nineteen hun­
dred and tw e n ty  three years, to 
be exact. T h a t is, i f  you never 
get la id  o ff, and the hanks don’t  
fa il.

W hy do you laugh a t the poor 
guy who goes th rough  the locker 
room a t lunch hour se lling  eggs ? 
He’s t ry in g  to ge t ahead, isn ’t  
he? B ought a l i t t le  fa rm  on the 
in s ta llm e n t plan. W orks like  hell. 
E ig h t hours a day in the shop 
and seven days a week on the 
fa rm . B u t you ’ve been around 
here long enough to know  th a t 
he’l l  keep his fa rm  about as long 
as he keeps his job. The company 
can take away one and the banks 
the other. H is e ffo rts  to ge t out 
o f his class — out o f the w o rk in g  
class, are ludicrous. T h a t’s why 
you laugh.

There was a tim e  when a l i t t le  
fa rm e r o r storekeeper had the 
chance o f g e ttin g  rich . (A b o u t 
as much chance as you have on

a five-w ay baseball pool —  bu t 
s t i l l  a chance). T h a t was be­
cause companies like  t l i  is one 
were s t i l l  sm all and hadn’t  hog­
ged eve ry th in g  yet. There was 
s t i l l  room fo r  expansion under 
th e ir  set-up. B u t there isn ’t  any 
more.

The boys th a t are on top are 
out to stay there. A nd  th e y ’re 
ho ld ing  a ll the cards. No one can 
challenge them  fo r  th e ir  money. 
No one can a ttack  them  fo r  the  
way they ge t it .  A nd  they don’t  
scruple to use any and every fou l 
means to keep i t  and increase it .

I t  m ay seem like  human na ture  
fo r  these m urderous m illio na ires  
to  act the way they do. I t ’s th e ir  
nature, a t any ra te . B u t th is  is 
na tu ra l to them  because they live  
in a society where everyone ex­
cept themselves is underpriv ileged 
— £md they are k ings. They h ire  
cops, thugs and whole govern­
ments to keep th in gs  th a t way. 
The people on the  bottom , the 
w orkers in the shop have a l i t t le  
o f th a t same a ttitud e . They see 
themselves never g e ttin g  ahead—  
never even sure o f th e ir  jobs. So 
they, some o f them, th in k  i t ’s a l­
r ig h t  to do w hat the rich  do, since 
i t ’s the on ly  way you can be sure 
o f the fu tu re .

B u t i t ’s not the on ly way. When 
the boys take over the shop and 
the w o rk in g  people a ll over do 
the same th in g , the re  w il l  be 
enough and more than enough fo r  
a ll. There won’t  be any more six  
m onth la yo ffs . The dread o f un­
em ploym ent w i l l  be gone. A nd 
people w ill rea lize they can be 
com fortab le  ami w e ll o f f  w ith o u t 
c u ttin g  o ther people’s th roa ts . To 
th a t ex tent human na ture  w i l l  
change.

B u t even i f  in  a system o f plen­
ty , in a soc ia lis t society, “ human 
na tu re ”  would make some o f us 
w ant to be g ra fte rs  and crooks, 
then we’l l  take serious measures 
against th is  k ind  o f “ human na­
tu re .”  A  w o rke rs ' governm ent 
w i l l  prosecute any asp ir in g  
Graces, Rockefellers o r M organs, 
fo r  the p ro tection  o f the people, 
ju s t as these p lu tocra ts  now use 
the governm ent to pro tect th e ir  
own p ro fits .

Hum an nature , however, even 
as i t  stands today has a lo t  in  
its  favo r. The average bunch 
o f people, the w orkers r ig h t  here 
beside you fo r  instance, don’t  to l­
era te bu lly in g . Remember when 
tw o cops a t the gate dragged 
th a t colored steward ou t o f his 
ear? Before you could say “ Jack 
Robinson”  fo u r guys in the nex t 
car got out and beat up the cops. 
O f course you don’t  see th is  every 
day. B u t the fee lin g  is there. 
There ’s a lo t o f th in gs  a d ir ty  
guy would never dare to  do 
around a crowd o f people because 
the y ’d be disgusted w ith  h im  —  
and maybe go a f te r  h im . A nd 
th a t ’s human na tu re  too. I f  f u l l  
p u b lic ity  was given to the c r im ­
ina l a c tiv itie s  o f the m illio na ires  
r ig h t  now, would they be safe 
fro m  the w ra th  o f aroused human 
na tu re?  N o t on you r li fe !

In  a society o f p len ty  and sec­
u r ity ,  human na ture  w il l  be so 
changed th a t on ly a few  frealks 
w ill want to cheat o r rob, o r be­
come b illiona ires . These w ill be 
sent to  medical asylum s and 
treated w ith  kindness and care 
u n til they are cured.

JU N E  2 3 , 1 9 3 4

P IT T S B U R G H — S u b m ittin g  to  the pressure o f the  reac tiona ry  top 
leadership o f the Am erican Federation o f Labor, the steel w o rk ­
ers’ convention voted to  postpone ra n k -a n d -file  plans fo r  s tr ik e  
action. W illia m  Green forced the acceptance o f h is  proposal, 
recom m ending “ the se ttin g  up o f an im p a rt ia l board to  be ap­
pointed by P resident Roosevelt,”  The M il i ta n t  reported.

M IN N E A P O L IS — Two phases o f the  C om m unist P a r ty ’s ro le  in  the 
M inneapolis s trikes, were pointed ou t by The M il ita n t.  F irs t ,  
d u rin g  the o rgan iza tiona l cam paign o f the General D riv e rs ’ 
U nion, the S ta lin is ts  a ttem pted to  s p lit  the  w orkers, and re ­
c ru it  them  in to  th e ir  own sectarian “ Red trade  un ions.”  The 
fa ilu re  o f th is  m aneuver was ind ica ted b y  the steady in f lu x  
o f w orkers in to  the A F L  D riv e rs ’ U n ion . Thereupon the S ta l­
in is ts  resorted to  slanderous a ttacks upon the leadership, g iv ­
in g  aid and com fo rt to  the boss-contro lled C itizens ’ A lliance .

N E W  Y O R K — The M il ita n t  presented in  a series o f a rtic les , an 
analysis o f the S ta lin is t p rogram  in  Cuba d u rin g  the  h is to r ic  
1933 general s trike . The w orkers  o f Cuba were embarked on a 
trem endous po litica l cam paign aga inst both the na tive  c a p ita lis t 
exp lo ite rs  and W a ll S tree t im peria lism . In  the  m ids t o f  th is  
g re a t p o lit ic a l dem onstra tion , the S ta lin is ts , the  la rg e s t w o rk ­
in g  class p a r ty  o f Cuba, ordered th e ir  fo llow e rs  to  break the  
general s tr ik e  by re tu rn in g  to  th e ir  jobs as soon as the  economic 
demands were granted . “ The C om m unist P a rty  o f Cuba” , the 
S ta lin is ts  expla ined, “ considers i t  advisable fo r  the w o rkers ’ 
and peasants’ governm ent, i f  i t  should be form ed, to  enter in to  
nego tia tions w ith  the governm ent o f the U . S. A . . . the Com­
m un ist P a rty  a llows the p o ss ib ility  o f re ta in in g  Am erican 
ow nership.”
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtre ss  o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta r ia t, against 

a jl assaults o f w o rld  im ­

peria lism  and of in te rn a l 

coun te r-revo lu tion , is the 

most im p o rta n t du ty  of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  g ove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  by the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
n n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffic e rs .

2. T ra d e  n n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t attacks.

7 . A n  In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T ra d e  U n ions .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . T h e  defense o f  the  S ovie t U n io n  
against im p e r ia lis t  a ttack.

U. S. Supreme Court
The contrasting actions of the U. S. Supreme 

Court in the Minneapolis Labor case and in the 
Hartzel case presents an extremely instructive les­
son in the operations of capitalist class justice.

Last December the Supreme Court three times 
refused even to-consider the appeal of the 18 CIO 
truckdrivers and Socialist Workers Party leaders 
convicted under the infamous Smith “ Gag” Act. 
Now in June 1944 the same Supreme Court jus­
tices upset the conviction of Elmer Hartzel of 
Chicago, sentenced to five years imprisonment 
under the Espionage Act of 1917. Hartzel had been 
found gu ilty  of disseminating anti-Semitic, pro- 
Nazi literature and other documents of an alleg­
edly subversive nature. Justice Frank,M urphy in 
voiding this conviction, declared that, since the 
pro-Nazi material offered in evidence showed no 
intention to subvert the members of the armed 
forces, this H itlerite had been unjustly deprived 
of his constitutional guarantee of freedom of 
speech.

During the last war, Eugene Victor Debs, lead­
er of the Socialist Party, was sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment under this same Espionage Act of 
1917 for making a speech at Canton, Ohio, in op­
position to the first World War. According to the 
present decision of the Supreme Court, one could 
superficially arrive at the conclusion that Debs’ 
imprisonment was all a "mistake.”

We say "superficially”  because such reasoning 
could only be based on the erroneous assumption 
that the U. S. Supreme Court is the impartial 
watchdog of the political rights and freedoms of 
the people instead of being what it actually is— 
a class institution dispensing capitalist-class "jus­
tice”  in the interests of the ruling class. The same 
Supreme Court which freed the anti-labor, pro­
fascist Hartzel has three times refused to even 
consider the appeal of the 18 although the M in ­
neapolis case involved the first test of the consti­
tutionality of the Smith "Gag”  act.

These cases show that the capitalist courts, from 
the lowest to the highest, w ill always contrive to 
find some legal technicality to apply repressive 
laws to railroad honest working class leaders to 
ja il. Contrariwise, the justices can always find 
pretexts and precedents to provide the necessary 
loopholes through which the enemies of labor and 
the servants of Big Business can escape.

The labor movement can safeguard the democra­

tic rights of the American people only by relying 
upon its own independent strength, by fighting 
unitedly against every repressive law, by hurling 
back every attempt at labor-baiting, by defending 
every victim  of the capitalist frameup machine.

War Aims
Last week President Roosevelt issued a state­

ment embodying his "great design”  or plan for 
the post-war world. I t  is upon the basis of this 
"great design,” rather than upon any issues of 
domestic politics, that he plans to base his claim 
for a fourth term in the coming elections.

In Ralph Graham's article in this issue, Roose­
velt's "great design”  is analyzed and its predatory, 
imperialist character made clear. It is a design for a 
post-war world dominated by Wall Street through 
the device of a three-power m ilita ry alliance among 
the United States, Britain and the Soviet Union— 
in which Wall Street plans to be the top dog.

Covering this alliance, in order to hide its re­
actionary character from the masses, is to be some 
sort of "international organization”  resembling the 
late but unlamented League of Nations. I t  is to 
serve the victorious group of powers as an instru­
ment for dividing up the loot of war, parcelling 
out colonies, mandates, spheres of influence, etc. 
But in addition it  proposes to police Europe and 
all the world, using the armed forces of its lead­
ing component states, in order to prevent the ma­
turing socialist revolution. It w ill furnish support 
and sanction for reactionary dictatorships of the 
same type which now "ru le”  in Ita ly  under the 
protection of Allied bayonets and which are plan­
ned for tomorrow in Yugoslavia, Greece, France 
and every other country where the restive peoples 
are seeking a way out of the bloody morass along 
the path of socialism.

This is the foreign policy on which Roosevelt 
intends to appeal to the voters.

Do the Republicans and their prospective candi­
date, Dewey, have any different policy? They do 
not. Through John Foster Dulles, Dewey's mentor 
on foreign policy, it has been made plain that the 
GOP candidate is a hearty supporter of these self­
same piratical plans and schemes of the Amer­
ican imperialists. Dulles himself is senior partner 
in the big law firm  of Sullivan and Cromwell, 
counsellors to the biggest Wall Street corporations.

In the presidential election of 1940 one of the 
burning issues was the question of United States 
entry into the imperialist war. Roosevelt and W ill- 
kie had an identical line on this issue. Both hypo­
critica lly mouthed phrases about not sending our 
boys into "foreign wars” . Both favored dragging 
the country into the slaughter for the benefit of 
W all Street.

Now, once again, the workers w ill have the choice 
of electing one of two candidates, both of whom 
are pledged to the same reactionary foreign policy 
of the W all Street plutocracy. They w ill be able 
to vote for Tweedledum Roosevelt or Tweedledee 
Dewey. The domestic issues are being forced into 
the background, and the workers w ill not even be 
able by their yotes to register their opposition to 
the wage freeze, the attempts to regiment the work­
ers, the growing attacks on the labor movement.

The fake choice which w ill confront them serves 
to emphasize once again the need for an independ­
ent labor party, a party which w ill run candidates 
of its own against the capitalist candidates, a party 
whose policies w ill serve the needs and interests of 
the. people and not the interests of the W all Street 
pirates.

Class Justice

Unions Pledge Aid To The 18 
At CRDC Rallies In  The East

(Continued fro m  page 1)
union leaders.”  He denounced the 
a ttem pts o f the S ta lin is ts  to 
sabotage the CRDC cam paign, 
p o in ting  to  th e ir  s trikeb rea k ing  
in the recent Botony p la n t s it- in  
a t Patterson as an example o f 
th e ir  tra ito ro u s  ro le  in  the labo r 
movement.

P rom is ing  the fu l l  cooperation 
o f the T ren ton  CIO, W a lte r 
Czejkowski called on N ew  Jersey 
labor " to  help those hundreds o f 
miles aw ay who fo u g h t the good 
fig h t in the union movem ent.”

C arl Thol s ta ted: “ I am con­
vinced more o f these cases w il l  
occur. The 18 did no t receive 
justice. T h a t’s w hy we m ust go 
out and support the CRDC be­
cause we believe in jus tice  fo r  a ll, 
because the CRDC should rem ain 
active to prepare to  defend o ther 
un ion ists in  the fu tu re .”

“ Anyone who knew  these men, 
th e ir  lo y a lty  and m ethod o f 
bu ild ing  unions, th e ir  f ig h t not 
on ly  aga inst the em ployers bu t 
aga inst the c ity  and state 
machine, and th e ir  f ig h t against 
the S ta lin is ts , w ill take up th e ir  
defense,”  declared I rv in g  Rosen­
berg. “ The case o f the 18 is no 
isolated case, but a p a rt o f the 
whole an ti- la bo r a ttack o f the b ig  
corpora tions.”

Le tte rs  o f support were read 
from  Irv in g  Abram son and Carl 
Holdernian, President and Secre­
ta ry -T reasu re r respective ly o f the 
state CIO. The m eeting sent a 
unanimously-endorsed te legram  to

Roosevelt dem anding an im ­
mediate unconditiona l presidentia l 
pardon fo r  the 18. $113.30 was 
con tribu ted fo r  the M inneapolis 
prisoners re lie f fund.

BOSTON, Mass., June 14— Rep­
resentatives o f leading New 
England union and c iv il r ig h ts  
groups pa rtic ipa ted in the w e ll- 
attended CRDC supper-m eeting 
held here ton igh t on behalf o f 
the 18 prisoners fram ed up in  the 
M inneapolis Labor Case.

The m ain speaker o f the meet­
ing  was George Novack, N a tio n ­
al S ecre tary o f the C R D C  who 
described the fas t-m ou n ting  sup­
po rt fro m  labor and progressive 
forces everywhere w h ich is r a l ly ­
ing  behind the CRDC cam paign 
to free  the 18.

Am ong the organ izations which 
sent delegates to  the a f fa ir  or 
messages o f support and con­
tr ib u tio n s  were the State Council 
o f the Teachers Federation, A F L ; 
New E ng land Jo in t Board, CIO 
U n ited  R eta il, W holesale and De­
pa rtm ent Store Em ployes; New 
England Region, CIO Paper, Toy 
and N ove lty  W orkers ; Boston 
Local 1 and Low e ll Local 3, CIO 
U nited Shoe W orkers ; Locals 706 
and 704, CIO U n ited  T ransp o rt 
Service Em ployes; Boston Local 
1, CIO Am algam ated C lo th ing  
W orkers ; Casa Del Populo, 
S om erv ille ; and the Socia list 
P a rty  o f Massachusetts.

Professor F. O. M attheissen o f 
H arvard  U n ive rs ity , a member o f 
the CRDC N a tion a l Com m ittee

was cha irm an o f the m eeting. 
One o f the p rinc ipa l speakers was 
M iss E m ily  Balch, fo rm e r In ­
te rna tiona l Secretary a t Geneva, 
S w itzerland, o f the W om en’s In ­
te rna tion a l League. She likened 
the present persecutions o f the 
T ro tsky is ts  to  the attacks on 
labo r and socia lis t groups du ring  
the last W orld  W ar.

A lfre d  A lb e rt, counsel fo r  the 
A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  Un ion in 
Massachusetts, presented a care­
fu l analysis o f the legal aspects 
o f the M inneapolis Labo r Case, 
dem onstra ting  how the govern­
m ent has vio lated the cons titu ­
tio n a l r ig h ts  o f free  speech and 
press. The m eeting con tribu ted 
$140 to the  M inneapo lis prisoners 
re lie f fund.

N E W  H A V E N , Conn., June 13. 
— Addressing a sm all bu t en thu­
siastic group a t the home o f W il­
la rd  Uphaus on the case o f the 
eighteen im prisoned v ic tim s  o f 
ca p ita lis t prosecution, George N o­
vack, N a tion a l Secretary o f the 
C iv il R ights Defense Com m ittee, 
gave a g raph ic account o f his tou r 
th rough  the coun try  and h is v is it  
to  the prisoners a t Sandstone, 
a fte r  de ta iling  the fac ts  in  the 
case.

The speaker po in ted out th a t 
the case was com parable to  the 
fram e-up  o f Mooney and B illin g s  
in the las t W orld  W ar. Jus t as in  
th a t case, he warned, so the pres­
ent one im p lies  the beg inn ing o f 
a concerted d rive  aga inst labor.

CIO Political Action International Notes
The long heralded “ First national conference”  of 

the CIO Political Action Committee took place in 
Washington last week. In a statement of purpose 
issued by Philip Murray when the PAC was firs t 
launched it was announced that at such a nation­
al conference to be held before the national conven­
tions of the two major parties "We shall draw up 
and present to the American people a specific set 
of principles for the general welfare. Then, after 
the political conventions, we can decide what ac­
tion to take regarding the two parties and the in­
dividual candidates, whether for state or national 
offices, or for the presidency.”

Instead of waiting, as promised, until "after the 
political conventions”  of the two major parties 
had acted on the program, Murray-H illm an and 
Company rushed pell-mell to endorse Roosevelt 
and Wallace. Instead o f presenting a program to 
meet the needs o f the workers, they modeled their 
program to f i t  the requirements of Roosevelt’s 
demagogy. “ The program,”  reports the N.Y. Times, 
"contained no serious note of dissent from Admin­
istration policies."

The section of the PAC program devoted to for­
eign policy did not go beyond reiterating the dem­
agogic commonplaces of the "fou r freedoms, the 
good neighbor policy, the A tlantic Charter, etc.”  
On domestic policy, the program called for the 
elaboration of Roosevelt’s "New B ill of Rights”  
by a permanent planning board. The so-called 
“ New B ill of Rights”  was part of Roosevelt’s an­
nual message to Congress which advocated the 
adoption of a forced labor law!

Ilillm an-M urray announced that those candi­
dates who subscribe to the PAC program w ill re­
ceive endorsement. Of course, even this is not be­
ing lived up to, as Roosevelt has already been en­
dorsed.

The CIO Political Action Committee is counter­
feit all the way through. It has nothing in common 
with genuine independent labor politics.

FREE THE 18!

Y U G O S L A V IA
M a jo r Randolph C hurch ill, son 

o f P rim e M in is te r W inston C hur­
c h ill,  has been in Yugoslavia  
la te ly  as a B r it is h  attache to  the 
s ta f f  o f the  S ta lin is t g u e rr il la  
leader, M arshal T ito . In  an in ­
te rv ie w  w ith  a Yugoslav reporte r 
before leaving fo r  Rome, he ex­
pressed the greatest adm ira tion  
fo r  T ito  and his regim e.

“ W hat T ito  and the Partisans 
have done should serve as a 
model and example to  a ll the 
enslaved countries o f Europe. . . 
Here in  Yugoslavia , there can be 
seen in m in ia tu re  the  New 
Europe which is being created.”

Everyone w ill ask h im se lf what 
s o rt o f “ model”  th is  is th a t 
arouses such enthusiasm in the 
breast o f C h u rch ill’s son and o f­
fic ia l deputy. C learly  the S ta lin ­
is ts  who head the Yugoslav 
movement must have trave lled 
fa r  tow ard bu reaucra tiz ing  the 
movement and subverting  i t  to 
th e ir  reactionary program  and 
aims.

SO UTH A F R IC A
N a tive  w orkers in the U n ion o f 

South A fr ic a , a B r it is h  dom inion 
and p a r t o f th a t E m pire  which 
C hurch ill has sworn to preserve 
and defend, are on the m arch to 
abolish the slave laws under 
which they are held in the v iles t 
servitude by th e ir  w h ite  im p e ria l­
is t m asters and exp lo iters.

A  to ta l o f 540 delegates, rep­
resenting trade  unions and Negro 
fa rm e r and tenant organizations, 
toge ther w ith  p o litica l, re lig ious 
and student bodies, m et in Johan­
nesburg du ring  the week-end o f 
June 3 and passed resolutions de­
m anding repeal o f the infam ous 
Pass Laws. Under these laws, 
a ll id le A frica n s  are obliged to 
c a rry  passes signed by th e ir  em­
ployers showing th a t they rece iv­

ed perm ission to leave w ork. To 
be on the streets between 9 p. m. 
and 4 a. m. they m ust have spe­
cia l passes, also issued by em ploy­
ers. In  add ition , they m ust be 
able to produce a rece ip t th a t 
they have paid a head-tax o f one 
pound (about $4).

A ccord ing to a dispatch to  A l­
lied Labor News, the anti-Pass 
Law  convention adopted a resolu­
tion  declaring th a t the Paes Laws 
“ hold the A fr ic a n  people in  a con­
d itio n  o f ab ject poverty  and sub­
jection , re ta rd  in d u s tr ia l develop­
ment, ham per the g row th  o f o r­
gan iza tion  o f A fr ic a n  workers 
and weaken the en tire  labor 
movement. They are the cause o f 
sharp rac ia l f r ic t io n  between the 
peoples o f South A fr ic a ; they up­
hold the cheap labor system, res­
u lt in g  in m a ln u tritio n , s ta rva tion  
and disease; they f i l l  ou r ja ils  
w ith  innocent people and they 
create widespread crim e.”

A t the conclusion o f the con­
vention, A llie d  Labor News re ­
ports, the delegates marched 
through Johannesburg to the 
m arket square. There more than 
25,000 na tive  workers form ed in 
procession and paraded through 
the streets, c a rry in g  banners in ­
scribed w ith  slogans against the 
Pass Laws.

A  fa lse  note appears in one o f 
the convention resolutions, which 
declared th a t the Pass Laws are 
“ in co n flic t w ith  the high and 
progressive w a r aim s fo r  which 
the U n ited N ations are f ig h tin g .”  
Th is was the w o rk  o f the re fo rm ­
is t na tive leaders who ev iden tly  
contro lled the convention. A c tu ­
a lly  there is no such con flic t. The 
p rinc ipa l w a r a im  o f the B r it is h  
im peria lis ts  —  and we have 
C h u rc h ill’s w ord  fo r  i t  —  is to 
preserve the B r it is h  E m pire , and 
th a t means to  perpetuate the very

slave conditions against which the 
A frican s  are fig h tin g .

IT A L Y
A n outspoken ind ica tion  o f the 

reasons fo r  A llie d  M il i ta ry  Gov­
ernm ent in I ta ly  and fo r  the fo is t­
in g  o f the m onarchy and its  po l­
ic e -m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  on the 
country , was given in a June 14 
dispatch fro m  Rome by A P  cor­
respondent Edw ard Kennedy. He 
w rite s :

“ E ve ry  doughboy wants to get 
home as soon as the w a r is over... 
(b u t) a la rge  p a rt o f the popula­
tion , especially businessmen and 
others w ith  p rope rty , are fe a rfu l 
o f w h a t m ay happen in I ta ly  when 
i t  is given back to the Ita lia ns .

“ Some th in k  Ita ly , w i l l  go 
Com m unist; some th in k  there 
w ill be c iv il w a r; some th in k  the 
cou n try  w ill flounder about fo r  
lack o f leadership.

“ Some Ita lia n s  arc saying the 
present Bonomi governm ent is a 
Kerensky governm ent w h ich w ill 
lead to Communism....

“ One Rome businessman said, 
‘The A llie s  ough t to s tay here 
and govern the coun try  fo r  five 
years.’

“ And then he said: ‘ I ’m  a fra id  
th a t as soon as the w a r is over 
Am erica  w il l  go iso la tio n is t again 
and the B r it is h  w ill p u ll out, too. 
Then the re ’s a lm ost sure to  be 
c iv il w a r and Com m unism ’.”

The “ p a tr io t ic ”  Ita lia n  c a p ita l­
ists f irs t  subjected “ th e ir ”  coun­
t r y  to the Nazis. Today they lend 
themselves to  its  subjection under 
the ru le  o f the “ dem ocratic”  im ­
pe ria lis ts . The m otive is the 
same in  both cases: the desire to 
preserve th e ir  p rope rty , th e ir  p ro ­
fits  and th e ir  priv ileges. These 
are the people who always ca ll on 
the w orkers to  f ig h t and die fo r  
“ th e ir  coun try .”

Southern Town Officials 
Unloose Jim-Crow Terror

The N egro people have been given another v iv id  
dem onstra tion o f the benefits they are de riv in g  fro m  
th is  ca p ita lis t “ w ar fo r  democracy.”

In  the tow n  o f New  Ibe ria , Louis iana, leaders o f 
the N egro com m unity  had the “ e ffro n te ry ”  to  demand 
and secure a governm ent school to  tra in  Negro welders 
fo r  w a r w ork. On the evening o f the day the school 
opened, M ay 15, fo u r o f the local Negro leaders, tw o  
physicians, a teacher and the president o f the local 
N A A C P , a re tire d  business man, were w ay la id  by 
agents o f the s h e r if f ’s office and superin tendent o f 
schools, subdued a t gun po in t, severely clubbed and 
driven  fro m  town. Four o ther N egro citizens, tw o 
physicians, an insurance salesman, and a woman 
school teacher were threatened and compelled to flee  
the town.

These b ru ta l actions o f the “ w h ite  suprem acy”  scum 
were carried out by the o ffic ia l “ guard ians o f law  
and order.”  The whole “ upper c ru s t”  o f the w h ite  
ru lin g  class combined to conceal the crim e and the 
crim ina ls , and the Negro com m unity  was te rro rized  
to prevent exposure. O n ly weeks a fte r  the attacks, 
when the v ic tim s  issued a ffid a v its  and the N a tio n a l 
Association fo r  the Advancem ent o f Colored People 
disclosed the events, did the fac ts  become public.

As a consequence o f these te r ro r is t  acts the en tire  
N egro com m un ity  has been le f t  w ith o u t proper 
m edical aid, and tw o  pa tien ts  in the N egro hosp ita l, 
m ainta ined by one o f the expelled physicians, are 
reported to have died as a resu lt o f lack o f care.

The ou tstand ing v ic tim  o f the assault was J. Leo 
H ardy, a re tire d  businessman, who was president o f 
the local branch o f the N A A C P , and who had led the 
com m ittee wh ich secured the w e lder’s school aga inst 
the open opposition o f the tow n o ffic ia ls .

A ll the beaten v ic tim s were taken from  th e ir  homes 
o r places o f w o rk  a t n igh t, d riven  in  the s h e r if f ’s o r 
deputies' cars to  the town ou tsk irts , abused, kicked 
and clubbed, and forced to  w a lk  m iles on foo t to  
re fuge in  ne ighboring  towns.

The federa l governm ent agencies, the W a r M an­
power Commission and U'. S. Bureau o f Education, 
helped to  bo ls te r an ti-N e g ro  prejudices by f irs t  
estab lish ing an a ll-w h ite  school fo r  w a r w orkers ex­
c lud ing  Negroes, and then re fu s in g  to  estab lish a 
s im ila r  school fo r  N egro w orkers. O n ly a f te r  an 
appeal to the  FE P C  office in  D allas, Texas, was a 
segregated school fo r  Negroes set up.

To date, the federa l governm ent has taken no action 
aga inst the “ w h ite  suprem acy”  gangsters and the 
v ic tim s  are unable to  re tu rn  sa fe ly  to  th e ir  homes, 
fam ilies  and possessions.

Capitalist Courts Go Easy 
On Big Business Criminals
W a r has provided B ig  Business w ith  exceptional 

op po rtu n itie s  fo r  a ll-o u t p ro fite e rin g , sw ind ling , g ra ft  
and fraud . The o rd in a ry  “ co rn e r-cu ttin g ”  practices 
pe rm itted  under c a p ita lis t law  are un ive rsa lly  sup­
plemented now by open c r im in a l v io la tions. A c tu a l 
il le g a l acts have become so extensive and brazen th a t 
in  a few  exceptional instances the governm ent has 
been compelled to  b rin g  some corpora tions and th e ir  
o ffic ia ls  to  t r ia l.

B u t a k in d ly  Providence a lm ost in v a ria b ly  seems 
to  hang over the co rpora tion  defendants caugh t red- 
handed in  c r im in a l acts and b ro ug h t to  cou rt. They 
ra re ly  land in  ja i l ,  and never fo r  long. Indeed, m ost 
o f the corpora tions indicted fo r  a n t i- tru s t law  v io la ­
tions have had th e ir  t r ia ls  “ postponed fo r  the  du ra ­
t io n ”  a t the d ire c t request o f Roosevelt and h is  cab i­
net o ffic ia ls . In  fa c t, on ly  cases o f g la r in g  fra u d  have 
been tried .

In  these la tte r  fe w  cases the outcome has a lm ost 
in v a ria b ly  been the same; e ither a directed a cq u itta l 
on the p a rt o f an ob lig in g  federa l judge or, i f  a ra re  
ju r y  has convicted, the reversa l o f the ju r y ’s decision 
by the judge o r a h igh e r cou rt. In  dealing w ith  c r im ­
in a l corpora tions, the c a p ita lis t cou rts  and ju r is ts  
dem onstrate w ith  a lm ost au tom atic  re g u la r ity  th a t 
the “ q u a lity  o f m ercy is n o t s tra ined .”

La s t year, fo r  instance, the T rum an Senate Inves­
t ig a t in g  C om m ittee uncovered and made pub lic  ex­
trem e ly  dam aging evidence aga inst C a rne g ie -Illin o is  
Steel C orpora tion , la rge s t U . S. Steel subsid iary, w h ich  
was charged w ith  pa lm ing  o f f  steel p la te  on the gov­
ernm ent th a t v»as below the requ ired standards, de­
s tro y in g  o r fa ls ify in g  inspection records, and conceal­
in g  in fo rm a tio n  re la tin g  to  tests on steel p late. A s 
was to  be expected, several weeks ago a fede ra l t r ia l  
judge ordered a d irected acq u itta l on the m ain counts 
and an o b lig in g  blue ribbon ju ry ,  hand-picked by the 
governm ent and composed predom inan tly  o f business 
men, handed down a “ no t g u ilty ”  decision on the re­
m a in ing  counts a long the lines indicated by the judge.

Jus t la s t week, 15 b ig  f lo u r  m illin g  corpora tions, 
charged w ith  m onopoly in  re s tra in t o f trade and il le ­
ga l p rice  f ix in g ,  were convicted by a fede ra l ju ry .  
The evidence had been b rough t by the D epartm ent 
of Justice, never noted fo r  any zeal in  pressing pros­
ecutions aga inst corpora tions except where the  e v i­
dence is c lear-cu t and overw helm ing. B u t the fed e r­
a l judge refused to accept the ju r y ’s ve rd ic t, th re w  i t  
ou t im m ed ia te ly  and handed down his own acq u itta l 
decision.

B u t i f ,  by Jome chance, a corpora tion  c r im in a l does 
go to ja i l  he doesn’t  stay there  long. The wheels o f the  
h igher courts  begin tu rn in g  a t h igh  speed and the 
convic tion is qu ick ly  reversed. T h a t is  w h a t has hap­
pened in  the case o f the three Schm eller b ro thers, 
heads o f the N a tion a l B ronze and A lu m inu m  F oundry  
Co., Cleveland, who were convicted and sentenced to  
10 years’ im prisonm ent la s t October, charged under 
the Sabotage A c t w ith  se lling  the governm ent im ­
p rope rly  made a lum inum  castings fo r  a irc ra f t  m otors. 
A  federa l appeals cou rt tw o v'eeks ago ordered an 
acq u itta l o f the three convicted cap ita lis ts .

The courts, from  (op to bottom , dem onstrate th e ir  
character as class in s titu tio n s . C rim ina l c a p ita lis ts  
caught com m ittin g  the w o rs t frauds are g iven every 
“ bene fit o f the doub t”  and trea ted w ith  the greatest 
consideration. B u t honest w orkers, lik e  the 18 im ­
prisoned T ro tsky is ts , who have com m itted no crim es 
whatsoever and have fo u g h t instead in  the  in te res ts  o f 
labor against the crim es o f cap ita lism , are fo r  th a t 
ve ry  reason ra ilroaded  behind bars and denied even 
a Supreme C ourt rev iew  o f th e ir  case.


