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GPU Terrorist 
Drive Launched 
On Trotskyists
International Slander and Lynch-Incitation 
Campaign Is Aimed at All Militant Workers

By Joseph K e lle r
The Stalinist frameup and strikebreaking machine has 

launched a highly organized international slander campaign 
against all labor militants and, in particular, the Trotskyists, 
most conscious vanguard fighters everywhere for the working 
class. This GPU-inspired onslaught is beginning to reach fren­
zied heights both in the United States and England and coincides 
with the growing repressions against the labor movement and 
the increasing “ democratic" persecutions of the Trotskyists by 
the Roosevelt and Churchill ca- 
pitalist governments, i 1

Signaled by the recent Stal­
inist public rejection of social­
ist objectives and open espousal 
o f capitalism, the latest GPU
in c ita tio n s  to fram eup ami te rro r  
aga inst the T ro tsky is ts  is pa rt 
o f the S ta lin is t defense o f ca p ita l­
is t  reaction, which includes sup­
p o rt o f an ti- la b o r leg is la tion  and 
decrees, acting as vo lun teer stool 
pigeons fo r  the corpora tions and 
governm ents, and u n a b a s h e d  
s trikeb reak ing .

B u t the im m ediate and special 
ob ject o f th is  slanderous lynch 
d rive  is to re in force and abet the 
governm ent fram eups o f the 18 
im prisoned T ro tsky is ts  in th is  
country and the 4 indicted 
T ro ts k y is t leaders o f the B r it is h  
R evo lu tionary  Com m unist P a rty , 
and to sabotage the rap id ly  
g ro w in g  labo r defense cam paign 
on th e ir  behalf. The S ta lin is ts  
have been aroused to unprecedent­
ed fea r and fu ry  by the fa c t tha t 
hundreds o f union organ izations, 
representing  over 1,250,000 mem­
bers, have voted support fo r  the 
M inneapo lis Labor Case prisoners, 
and th a t so g rea t has been the 
labo r reaction aga inst the fra m e ­
up o f the B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts  th a t 
8 labo r Members o f P a rliam e n t 
are heading- the com m ittee fo r  
th e ir  defense.

S T A L IN IS T  D IA T R IB E S

The general tenor o f the S ta lin ­
is t  d ia tribes is th a t the persecu­
tions  o f the T ro tsky is ts  are not 
“ labor cases.”  The T ro tsky is ts  
deserve to be th row n in to  prison 
— and worse— because they are 
re a lly  “ H it le r  agents”  who are 
“ in c it in g  s tr ik e s ”  fo r  the express 
purpose o f “ sabotaging w ar 
p roduction .”  These rav ing  lies 
are m erely the basis fo r  scarcely- 
veiled appeals to o u trig h t phys i­
ca l te rro rism  and mob action 
aga inst T ro tsky is ts  and a ll m il i­
ta n t workers whom the S ta lin is ts  
label as “ T ro tsky ite s .”

In  th is  country, th is  la tes t 
GPU a n ti-T ro ts k y is t d rive  was 
f ir s t  launched on the W est Coast, 
where hundreds o f thousands o f 
organized workers have voted 
support fo r  the im prisoned 18, 
and was tim ed in  an a ttem p t to 
sabotage the h ig h ly  successful 
mass meetings addressed by 
George Novack, N a tiona l Secre­
ta ry  o f the C iv il R igh ts  Defense 
Com m ittee.

On M ay 22, the People’s W orld , 
o ff ic ia l S ta lin is t W est Coast 
gu tte r-shee t, published s im u ltane­

ously tw o a n ti-T ro ts k y is t attacks. 
The a it ic le  c la im in g  to g ive the 
“ low -down”  on the B rit is h  
T ro tsky is ts  finds th a t “ the center 
o f w o rld  T ro tsky ism  a t present 
is the Socia lis t W orke rs ’ P a rty  
in the U n ited States.”  Because 
the B r it is h  w orkers are m ore ad­
vanced p o lit ic a lly , th is  a rtic le  
a ttem pts to “ argue”  aga inst the 
T ro ts k y is t p rogram  by a series 
o f bald-fac.ed fab rica tions, such 
as “ a ll the reso lutions passed by 
the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l . . . 
advocated tha t the fo llow ers  o f 
T ro tsky  should u til iz e  the cris is  
created by the -war in o rder to  
ove rth row  the Soviet govern­
m ent.”  " A l l  the reso lu tions,”  as 
every in fo rm ed person knows, 
make the keystone o f the T ro ts k y ­
is t program  “ the unconditional 
defense o f the Soviet Union from  
im p e ria lis t a ttack .”

G IB B E R IS H

“ Facts on Cam paign o f M in ­
neapolis T ro tsky ite s ,”  which the 
People’s W orld  threatens is bu t 
the f irs t  o f a series, descends a l­
m ost to sheer gibberish, and is a 
tissue o f fan ta s tic  inventions. I t  
tu rns  the M inneapolis Labo r Case 
lite ra lly  upside, .¿Qjvn, represent­
in g  Its  o r ig in  as a c o n flic t be­
tween “ un ion bosses”  (the  Dunne 
bro thers) and the “ dem ocratic”  
leadership o f Danie l T ob in ’s 
gangster-ridden A F L  Team sters 
machine. Above a ll, i t  tr ies  to 
show th a t the im prisonm ent o f 
the M inneapolis T ransport W o rk ­
ers Local 544-CIO leaders is no t 
a “ labor case.”  Am ong “ the 17 or 
18 convicted” — the People’s W orld  
which cla im s to g ive the “ fa c ts ”  
is vague even on the num ber im ­
prisoned— “ on ly  a few  were mem­
bers o f the Team sters U n ion .”  
A c tu a lly , 13 o f the 18 were mem­
bers and leaders. “ O nly a few  
hundred members”  o f A F L  Local 
544 endorsed a ff ilia t io n  w ith  the 
CIO. Federal cou rt testim ony o f 
governm ent witnesses in  the M in - ' 
neapolis tr ia l,  as w e ll as cap i­
ta lis t  press accounts, a ff irm  th a t 
over 4,000 members voted to  a f­
f ilia te  w ith  the CIO.

A  P R E L U D E

These People’s W orld  smears 
were ju s t a prelude. On M ay 27, 
a cap ita lis t newspaper, the San 
Pedro (C a lifo rn ia ) N ew s-P ilo t, 
blossomed fo r th  w ith  a ha lf-page 
advertisem ent, signed by the 
Com m unist (S ta lin is t)  Club o f

Union Leaders Call For Freedom 
Of The 18 At N. Y. Mass Meeting

 ---------------------------------------------------

ILGWU Boston Convention 
Unanimously Demands Pardon

George Novack, N a tiona l Secretary o f the C iv il R ights  D efense Com m ittee, addressing the mass m eeting in  New Y o rk  C ity  on 
beha lf o f the M inneapolis Labor Case defendants. Seen on the speaker’s p la tfo rm  are Thomas DeLorenzo, President o f U A W -C IO  
Local 365, George Baldanzi, E xecu tive V ice-President o f the CIO  T e x tile  W orkers, and Roger B a ldw in , N a tion a l D irec to r o f the 
A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union. O thers who spoke, bu t are not shown in th is  p ic tu re, were H enry F ru ch tc r, N a tion a l Educational 
D irec to r, CIO  U n ited R eta il, Wholesale and D epartm ent Store Em ployes, Norm an Thomas, Socia lis t P a rty  leader, Danie l Bell, E d ito r 
o f The New Leader and A lb e r t Gates, E d ito r of Labor A ction .

(Continued on page 6)

Badoglio Cabinet Collapses 
Under Italian Mass Pressure

By James Cowan
The shadow government of Italy, set up and kept in office 

by Allied bayonets in order to frustrate the w ill of the masses, 
has been reshuffled for the second time within a brief space of 
a few weeks.

Marshal Pietro Badoglio, fascist butcher of the Ethiopians 
and one of the staunchest backers of the former regime of Mus­
solini, has been replaced as Premier in a reconstructed cabinet by 
Ivanoe Bonomi, an ex-Social-Democrat who headed the Italian 
government for eight months in 1921-22, shortly before the ad­
vent of fascism. 

The need fo r  th is  new “ demo­
c ra tic ”  fa c e - lif t in g  arose a fte r  the 
A llie d  occupation o f Rome. Bado­
g lio  and his cabinet colleagues—
S ta lin is ts , Social - Dem ocrats,
C h ris tian  democrats and libe ra ls— 
scurried to the E te rn a l C ity  to 
see w h a t chores were required o f 
them  by the A llie d  M il i ta r y  Gov­
ernm ent. P rince U m berto, the fa s ­
c is t bootlicker who has succeeded 
K in g  V ic to r Em m anuel as t i tu la r  
head o f the reg im e, w en t w ith  
them.

They arrived , according to the 
Rome correspondent o f the N . Y.
T im es, to  f in d  “ a ho t s itua tion , 
a lm ost a th rea ten ing  cris is , on 
th e ir  hands.”  The heat was em­
phasized when U m berto appeared 
on the balcony o f the Q u irin a l 
Palace to acknowledge the g ree t­
ings o f a m onarch ist dem onstra­

tion . Revolver shots ran g  out. 
The Ita lia n  masses have long 
m em ories!

Avery Heads Open Shop 
Drive Of Big Business

By R. Be ll
Appearing before the Select 

Committee of the House of Rep­
resentatives investigating the 
Montgomery Ward "seizure” , 
Sewell Avery, head of the com­
pany, exploded the myth pro­
pounded by some labor leaders 
that he was "leading a one man 
rebellion” against the unions. 
Avery has made no secret of his 
deliberate intention to convert 
Montgomery Ward and Com­
pany into an open shop pre­
serve. it has been the conten­
tion of. The Militant that Avery 
was not acting as an isolated 
individual, that lie .was not some 
kind of a “ freak” at variance 
with tlic so-called "responsible”  
corpora tion  executives, b u t was 
ac tin g  as the spokesman and 
spearhead fo r  pow erfu l in te rests 
in an a ll-o u t d rive  to  smash the 
unions and b rin g  back the open 
shop. T h is  contention was con­
f irm e d  when, in  re p ly  to  ques­
tioning by a member o f the House 
.Committee about the attitude of

the in d u s tr ia lis ts  tow ard the 
unions, A ve ry  sta ted:

“ Do you th in k  th a t H enry  Ford 
likes un ions? Do you th in k  Gen­
era l M otors does ? Oh, no, bu t 
they are under pressure.”  A bou t 
the th ird  u n it  o f the B ig  Three 
in auto A ve ry  had p rev iously  
rem arked : “ 1 saw W a l t e r
C h rys le r beaten down u n t il he 
f in a lly  gave in under coercion. . . 
1 am not go ing to let, th a t happen 
to ine.”  The "p ressure”  and 
“ coercion”  th a t forced the auto 
barons to sign contracts w ith  the 
union was the m il ita n t s trugg le  
o f the auto workers who stormed 
the open shop fo rtress  m a in ­
tained by Ford, General M otors 
and C hrys ler, and forced the B ig  
Three to  recognize th e ir  union 
as the collective ba rga in ing  
agency fo r  the w orkers in  the 
in du s try . The auto barons, as 
A ve ry  correc tly  tes tifie s , have 
never become reconciled to  deal­
ing w ith  the union and, under 
cover o f the w a r emergency have 
engaged in a series o f provocative 
acts designed to underm ine the 
a u th o r ity  of the unions and

restore open shop conditions in 
the industry .

B IG  T H R E E

The B ig  Three have fo llowed 
the A ve ry  pa tte rn  in v io la tin g  the 
union con tract, re fus ing  to ad just 
grievances, v ic t im iz in g  union 
m ilita n ts , and genera lly  d is­
c r im in a tin g  aga inst and hound­
ing  union members u n t il the un­
bearable provocation of. the cor­
porations,. e ru p tin g  in a num ber 
o f “ unauthorized”  s trikes, has 
made the D e tro it area the center 
o f rank and file resistance 
aga inst the open shop drive.

A no ther ind ica tion o f the power­
fu l forces behind the un ion-bust­
ing  cam paign was the public an­
nouncement a few  months ago 
o f the “ labo r p o licy ”  o f the U.S. 
S t e e l  C orpora tion . Benjam in 
Fairless, president o f U . S. Steel, 
speaking to some o f his cronies 
a t the annual d inner o f the P itts ­
burgh Chamber o f Commerce, 
gave a classic expression o f the 
open shop p rogram  o f B ig

(Continued on page 3 )

HO T C L IM A T E

I t  was w ith  these shots r in g ­
ing in th e ir  ears th a t the mem­
bers o f the Badoglio “ coa litio n ”  
w ent in to  a huddle fo r  the purpose 
o f reconstructing  the governm ent, 
in  the hope th a t i t  m ig h t be made 
more pa la tab le  to the Romans. 
The p o litica l c lim ate  o f the E te r­
na l C ity , cap ita l o f the coun try  
and close to  the heavy in du s tria l 
areas o f P iedm ont and Lom bardy 
in the north , is even more tem ­
pestuous than in the predom in­
an tly  ru ra l south. Badog lio  and 
his clique had found the south 
qu ite  hot fo r  th e ir  reactionary 
governm ent, bu t in  the no rth  i t  
was ho tte r s t ill .

The Romans refused to to le ra te  
Badoglio and so the M arsha l had 
to go. As was to be expected, i t  
was the S ta lin is t P a lm iro  T og lia t- 
t i  (E rc o li)  who fo u g h t fo r  the re ­
ten tion  o f Badoglio as p rem ier in 
the cab inet-m aking session. Th is 
was reported by the N. Y. Times 
correspondent, who w r o t e  : 
“ . . .only the Com m unists (S ta lin ­
ists) here are suppo rting  the 
P rem ier, under the orders o f S ig­
nor T o g lia tt i. ”  B u t even the 
styong arm  o f the K re m lin  was 
no t s trong enough to  hold the 
M arshal in  office in face o f the 
tremendous popu lar opposition.

I t  was S ta lin  and h is GPU 
henchman, T o g lia tt i,  who came to 
the rescue o f the Badoglio reg im e 
when i t  was rejected by the mass­
es in the south and to tte red  on 
the b r in k  o f destruction . W hat is 
i t  th a t causes the S ta lin  clique 
to th row  th e ir  support behind the 
m ost detested representatives o f 
reaction? They fea r th a t the 
s ligh test upset in the ru lin g  ju n ta  
w ill p rec ip ita te  the revo lu tiona ry  
cris is. They sense the delicate 
balance o f class re la tions, the re ­
bellious tem per o f the masses. 
Even the s ligh test shift, at the 
top may prec ip ita te  an upheaval 
below.

The ouster o f Badoglio and the 
reshu ffle  o f the cabinet is an a t­
tem p t to palm o f f  a coun te rfe it, 
to  convince an outraged people 
th a t an essential change has been 
made, whereas in  re a lity  every­
thing basically remains the same.

War Profits
A m erica ’s corpora tions are 

ra k in g  in an average o f $1,000 
net w a r p ro fits  a year on every 
w o rke r employed, and th e ir  
top executives “ p u ll down the 
neat average sum o f $84,000 
per annum ,”  reports  the June 
3 CIO Economic O utlook. I t  
also reveals th a t in sp ite  o f 
long hours o f overtim e the av­
erage w o rke r ends up the week 
w ith  exac tly  35 cents le f t  in  h is 
pocket.

A  typ ica l example o f how 
much p ro fits  arc dra ined fro m  
every w o rke r was cited before 
the W LB  by E m il Rieve, p res i­
dent o f the CIO T e x tile  W o rk ­
ers, who pointed ou t th a t the 
g ia n t Am erican Woolen Com­
pany made a 1943 p ro f i t  o f 
"m ore than $1,380 on every 
w o rke r on the p a y ro ll.”  The 
company is com pla in ing  th a t 
the un ion ’s demand fo r  a 65 
cent an hour m in im um  wage 
is “ in fla t io n a ry .”

When commencing to fo rm  his 
cabinet, Bonomi issued a sta te ­
ment in which he declared th a t i t  
would be “ much more dem ocratic”  
than the Badoglio regim e. B u t in 
re a lity  there is no th ing  democra­
tic  or representative about it .  I ts  
members are self-appoin ted and 
i t  is responsible, not to the peo­
ple, but to the reac tiona ry  I ta l­
ian ru lin g  class and the AM G , 
which w ill supervise and determ ­
ine its  every move. The masses 
have had no say in  its  selection 
and have no con tro l over its  p o li­
cies.

Subject to the AM G , con tro l

(Continued on page 4)

Canada Stalinists 
For Money Control 
By Bank Oligarchs

An a ttem pt by the Canadian 
Commonwealth Federation and 
the Social C red it members o f the 
Canadian pa rliam en t to  take 
away from  the ten  governm ent- 
chartered banks th e ir  r ig h t  to 
create c red it and currency and 
restore i t  to pa rliam en t, was 
defeated recently  by a vote o f 
107 to  20. A ll the cap ita lis t p a r­
ties, aided by the S ta lin is ts , com­
bined to k i l l  the measure. Both 
S ta lin is t -members o f parliam ent, 
Fred Rose and Dorise Nielson, 
voted w ith  the bankers' rep re­
sentatives.

Joseph Coldwell, leader o f the 
CCF, amassed facts  and figures 
p ro v in g  th a t the Canadian peo­
ple are a t the m ercy o f an in ­
s ig n ifica n t num ber o f financia l 
magnates. O f the ten chartered 
banks, fo u r o f them — ju s t fo u r! 
— con tro l 70 per cent o f a ll the 
bank assets o f the country . Six 
insurance companies have contro l 
o f more than 70 per cent o f the 
insurance assets.

F IN A N C IA L  O L IG A R C H Y

The fo u r  banks are: Royal, 
M ontrea l, Commerce and Nova 
Scotia. N in e ty -fo u r officers of 
these fo u r  banks hold 799 direc­
torates in 484 corporations. The 
six insurance companies are 
r ig h t  behind the bankers and have

CIO Speakers Denounce Stalinist Attempts 
to Sabotage Fight for Framed Trotskyists

BULLETIN
The Boston Convention o f the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies’ G arm ent 

W orkers ’ Union unanim ously w ent on record ca llin g  on P resident 
Roosevelt to pardon the 18 M inneapo lis labor prisoners.

The rep o rte r o f the Resolutions Com m ittee was greeted w ith  
applause when he said:

“ The 17 men and one woman involved in the case— leaders o f 
the M inneapo lis T ruck  D rive rs  Local No. 544 ana o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty — were prosecuted fo r pub lish ing  and d is tr ib u tin g  
rad ica l lite ra tu re , fo r  m aking rad ica l speeches, and declarations, 
and fo r  ca rry in g  on ag ita tio n  along s im ila r lines.

“ The records o f the case abundantly  show tha t they were con­
demned s im p ly  and solely fo r  the expression o f op in ion, no ove rt 
act o f any s o rt being charged aga inst them. They were convicted 
under the notorious S m ith  Sedition A c t o f 1940, the f i r s t  s ta tu te  
since 1798 to  make the mere expression o f op in ion a federa l crim e.

“ Y our Com m ittee tho rough ly  disagrees w ith  the ph ilosophy, the 
ob jectives and the tactics o f the M inneapo lis prisoners. Nevertheless, 
we arc deeply convinced tha t these convictions challenge the best 
tra d itio n s  o f c iv il lib e rty  under the cons titu tion . . .

“ We are g ra tifie d  to note th a t a num ber o f leaders o f our In ­
te rna tion a l have le n t th e ir  support to  the g row ing  movement fo r  
an executive pardon to the 18 M inneapo lis prisoners.

“ E n tire ly  in  the in te rests o f c iv il lib e rty , your Com m ittee he a rt­
ily  recommends concurrence w ith  the in te n t o f the reso lu tions be­
fore us (Nos. 38, 131, 205, 260) to jo in  in  the appeal to the P res i­
dent o f the U n ited  States to  g ra n t such pardon.

(Continued on page 6)

By A r t  Preis

NEW  YORK ClT Y, June 8. — In an inspiring demonstra­
tion of working class solidarity with the 18 imprisoned Trotsky­
ist and Minneapolis Transport Wor.kprs Local 544-CIO leaders, 
approximately 800 workers jammed the C iv il Rights Defense 
Committee mass meeting at the Hotel Diplomat Crystal Ball­
room here tonight. They enthusiastically endorsed the appeal 
of nationally prominent trade union and civil liberties leaders 
who unitedly issued a call for American. labor lo ra lly behind 
the fight to free the 18 and repeal the Smith “ Gag”  Act under 
which they were convicted. The speakers joined in urging organ­
ized labor to resist the growing 
offensive of Big Business and 
the government against labor’s 
democratic rights.

Among the outstanding fig ­
ures who addressed the meeting 
were George Novack, CRDC 
National Secretary; George 
Baldanzi, Executive V i c e - 
President of the CIO Textile 
Workers Union; Henry Fruch- 
ter, National Educational D i­
rec to r o f the CIO U n ited  R e ta il,
W holesale and D epartm ent Store 
Em ployes; Thomas De Lorenzo,
President o f the CIO  U n ited  A u ­
tom obile W orkers  B rew ste r A e­
ronau tica l Local 365; Roger B a ld ­
w in , N a tion a l D irec to r* o f the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion ;
Norm an Thomas, S oc ia lis t P a rty  
leader; D anie l B e ll, Associate 
E d ito r o f The New Leader and 
A lb e rt Gates, E d ito r  o f Labor 
A ction .

F IN E S T  T R A D IT IO N

The presence o f these lead ing 
spokesmen fo r  d iffe re n t labor and 
libe ra l o rgan iza tions on the same 
p la tfo rm  in  order to  jo in t ly  p ro ­
tes t and organize aga inst the ou t­
s tanding v io la tio n  o f w o rke rs ’

c iv il r ig h ts  d u rin g  th is  w a r, was 
in the fin e s t tra d itio n s  o f the 
w o rk in g  class movement. R e flec t­
in g  the m ou n tin g  na tion -w ide  
support fo r  the CRDC cam paign, 
th is  un ited m eeting represented 
a s ig n if ic a n t step fo rw a rd  in ad­
vancing the fundam enta l p r in c i­
ples o f w o rk in g  class s o lid a r ity  
w ith  a ll v ic tim s  o f ca p ita lis t class 
oppression and in m ob iliz in g  la ­
bor to  f ig h t  aga inst every en­
croachm ent on its  hard-won dem­
ocra tic r ig h ts . The m eeting s tru ck  
a pow erfu l blow fo r freedom  o f 
speech and press by denouncing 
the Roosevelt governm ent’s fram e 
up o f the 18 and w ir in g  to  the  
W hite  House a demand fo r  th e ir  
im m ediate unconditional pardon.

A t  the same tim e, the mass 
ra l ly  launched a drive  aga inst 
te rro rism , slander and fram eup  
w ith in  the labo r movement by ex­
posing and denouncing the S ta l­
in is ts , who are v io la t in g  the m ost 
e lem entary p rinc ip les  o f labo r 
s o lid a rity , not m ere ly by ig n o rin g  
the case, as some in the labor 
movem ent have done, hu t by en­
gag ing  in an active  slander and

(Continued on page 4)

War Profiteers Lobby To Lift Price Lid 
As Invasion Distracts Peoples’ Attention

By C. Thomas
The Big Business lobby in 

the nation's capital lias seized 
upon tlie moment of the inva­
sion to jettison tlie already in­
adequate price restrictions em­
bodied in the administration’s 
Price Control Act which expires 
June 30. The Congress has al­
ready adopted a number of 
crippling amendments to the 
measure which serve to remove 
all effective control over prices, 
rents and profits. The Senate 
approved the Bankhead amend­
ment which would place a pre­
mium on inefficiency and fraud 
by guaranteeing a “ reasonable 
p ro fit”  on every item produced 
by the textile manufacturers bas­
ed upon a cost-plus method o f 
calculation. I t  is conservatively 
estimated th a t the Bankhead 
amendment would add $350,000,- 
000 a year to the consumer cost 
of cotton goods and clothing. This

| huge sum would flo w  in to  the a l­
ready swollen co ffe rs  o f the te x ­
t ile  m anufacture rs  whose fa b u l­
ous p ro fits  in 1943 were compu­
ted to  be nine tim es the p ro fits  
o f the 1936-39 period. The sweat- 
shoppers a t the head o f the te x ­
t i le ’ in d u s try  have recen tly  been 
shedding crocodile tears about 
th e ir  “ in a b il i ty ”  to  g ra n t th e ir  
exp lo ited w orkers  a wage in ­
crease.

O ther Senate amendments 
would so ha m string  the enforce­
m ent o f the P rice C ontro l A c t 
.that black m arke t opera tors as 
w e ll as ru n -o f-th e -m ill v io la to rs  
would he free o f a ll re s tra in t in  
goug ing the consumer. In  add i­
tion  to 'th e  Senate amendments, 
the po litica l agents o f the do lla r 
pa trio ts  in the House have p re ­
sented scores o f amendments ca l­
culated to  unloosen an o rg y  o f 
w a r p ro fite e rin g  such as th is  
couh try  has never seen. One 
House amendment provides fo r  
the au tom atic  increase o f 35 cents 
a barrel in the price of oil. A n­

other would requ ire  re n t contro l 
o ffic ia ls  to g ra n t increases in ren t 
“ where landlords can show an in ­
crease in ope ra ting  costs, upkeep 
or taxes since the date”  when the 
ren t ce iling  was put in to  e ffec t. 
So con fident are the re n t hogs, 
that, in  many pa rts  o f the coun­
t r y  new tenants are required to 
sign leases embodying, an “ esca­
la to r clause”  agreeing to an au­
tom atic  ten percent increase when 
ren t con tro l is “ relaxed.”

C A R R IO N  CROW

The amendments quoted above 
arc ju s t a few  o f those already 
tacked on to the P rice Contro l 
A c t by la rge m a jo ritie s  o f Dem o­
cra ts and Republicans. W h ile  labor 
is being called upon fo r  ad d ition ­
al sacrifices to “ back the in va ­
sion,”  the re n t hogs and price 
gougers swarm  like  a flo ck  o f 
ca rrion  crow in ten t upon p ick ing  
the bones o f th e ir  v ic tim s  clean, 
w h ile  th e ir  a tten tion  is d is tracted 
by the u n fo ld ing  dram a in E u ­
rope. T h is  is  con firm ed by the

New Y ork  d a ily  PM w h ich says: 
“ W ith  invasion news crow ding 
a ll o ther m a tte rs  in to  the back­
ground, the specia l-in te rest lobby­
ists have had a un ique ly  favorable 
se ttin g  fo r  th e ir  opera tions.”

A  few  m onths ago, when the 
labo r representatives on the W a r 
Labor Board requested an upw ard 
revis ion o f the L it t le  Steel fo r ­
m ula, presen ting  s ta tis tics  p rov­
in g  th a t the cost o f liv in g  had in ­
creased 43.5 percent the re  was a 
fu rio us  howl from  ad m in is tra tio n  
spokesmen, Congress and the do l­
la r  p a trio ts  th a t any such increase 
wou'd cause a ru inous in fla t io n  
sp ira l. E ric  A . Johnston, pres i­
dent o f the U. S. Chamber o f 
Commerce, the d a rlin g  o f the 
S ta lin is ts  now being la v is h ly  en­
te rta ined  in Moscow, subm itted  a 
b r ie f on beha lf o f his organ iza­
tion  s ta tin g : “ O rganized labor, by 
its  renewed demands fo r  increas­
es in wages threatens to destroy 
the s tab iliza tion  program . I f  o r-

( Continued on page 5)



W illia m  Grepn, AFT, head, 
recen tly  reenunciated the  p o li­
t ic a l po licy he and his c ra ft  union 
cronies have always fo llow ed. He 
ra tt le d  the  hones o f - o ld  Sam 
Gompers, and plunked fo r  the 
horse-and-buggy p o lit ic a l ph ilo ­
sophy o f “ rew ard you r friends  
and punish your enemies”  th a t 
has always le f t  labo r w ide open 
fo r  p ick ing  by the ca p ita lis t 
p o lit ic a l sharks.

W ith  typ ica l smugness, he 
declaim ed: “ The Am erican Fed­
era tion  o f Labor now, as in the 
past, fo llow s  a s tr ic t ly  non­
pa rtisan  po litica l po licy .”  W hat 
he means is th a t he is im p a rt ia lly  
ready to  g ive a h a n i tu t to  the 
ca p ita lis t p a rty  which seems at 
the  g iven m om ent more w ill in g  
than  the o ther to toss a few  
crumbs and favo rs  to Green in 
re tu rn  fo r  se lling  labor down the 
r iv e r.

Green solem nly pontificated 
against those “ in the ranks o f 
labor who are anxious to  get 
m ote ac tive ly  involved in p a r­
tisan po litics :”  Green, o f course, 
is anxious to  keep a certa in  
ba rga in ing  position between the 
t w o  B ig  Business po litica l 
machines. But he is s tr ic t ly  p a r­
tisan  when it  conies to genuine 
independent labor p o litica l action 
— he's one w ith  fhe CIO  leader­
sh ip  in b it te r ly  opposing a real 
p a rty  o f labor.

* * *
The Dubinsky leadership o f the 

A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G ar­
m ent W orkers  Union was success­
fu l a t its  Boston convention last 
week in  w h ipp in g  up a b ig  
dem onstra tion fo r  a fo u rth  te rm  
fo r  Roosevelt and pushing over 
— alm ost unan im ously— a resolu­
tio n  u rg in g  labo r to g ive a p o li­
t ic a l b lank check to one o f the 
shrewdest c a p ita lis t po litic ians  in 
A m erican h is to ry .

One courageous delegate re ­
fused, however, to  be a p a r ty  to 
th is  re a ffirm a tio n  o£ “ company 
unionism  in p o litics .”  Louis N e l­
son, M anager Secretary o f K n it-  
goods W orkers Local 155, New 
Y o rk  C ity , recorded his vote 
aga inst the D ub insky reso lu tion  
and fo r  genuine independent 
labo r po litics .

There was some booing a t N e l­
son’s fo r th r ig h t  stand. B u t he 
spoke fo r  the progressive forces 
m oving in  the  m ain-stream  o f 
la bo r’s po litica l development. The 
po litica l consciousness o f the 
Am erican w orkers is rapid ly- 
deepening, and many o f those 
who booed Nelson last week w ill 
be commending his stand in the 
not too d is tan t fu tu re .

* * *
In  ty p ic a l W estbrook Pegler 

style, the S ta lin is t D a ily  W orker 
la s t week spat its  venom at 
W o rth  Low ery, President o f the 
CIO  In te rn a tio n a l W oodworkers 
o f A m erica , because he refused 
to p lay the role o f s trikeb reaker 
aga inst the thousands o f CIO 
lum ber w orkers  who jo ined over 
30,000 AFT, lum ber un ion mem­
bers in  the recent Pacific N o rth ­
west s trike . Lo w e ry  instead 
tu rned  his guns on the lum ber 
barons and W’a r Labor Board fo r  
p rovok ing  the s tr ik e  by denying 
the  lum ber w orkers the wage in ­
crease they have been demanding 
since Pearl Harbor.

The In te rn a tio n a l W oodworker, 
organ o f the IW A -C IO , noted ap­
p ro v in g ly  th a t “ the num ber o f 
local unions th rou gh ou t the 
N o rth w e s t who had voted to ‘go

fish ing ’ continued to rise . . . the 
la te s t be ing the W eyerhaeuser 
and Long-B e ll m ills  and woods 
operations a t Longview , the tw o 
la rges t saw m ills  in the w o rld .”

The same issue o f the W ood­
w orker, M ay 31, publishes the 
reso lu tion o f the un ion ’s E x ­
ecutive Board, condem ning the 
W est Coast S ta lin is t sheet, Peo­
ple’s W orld , which has been m ak­
ing  scurrilous attacks on the 
m ilita n t lum ber w orkers and o ther 
progressive sections o f the labor 
movement. The reso lu tion  correct­
ly  charges th a t the S ta lin is t 

-gu tte r-shee t is “ de trim en ta l to 
the in te rests o f the W oodwork­
ers and . . . designed to create 
dissention and d is rup tion  w ith in  
the ranks o f the IW A .”  Said 
“ dissention and d is ru p tio n ”  being 
no th ing  else than a ttem p ts  to 
induce the CIO w orkers to  o u t­
r ig h t  scabbcry and s tr ikeb rea k ­
ing.

The S ta lin is ts ’ squealing rises 
in crescendo in d irec t p ropo r­
tion  to the decline o f th e ir  in ­
fluence among the W est Coast 
workers, inc lud ing  the lum ber 
workers.

How the “ fr ie n d  o f labo r”  in 
the W h ite  Houae, the  “ im p a rt ia l”  
governm ent agencies and the no­
s tr ike  policy have “ protected”  the 
in terests o f the w orkers is 
il lu s tra te d  in the case o f the 
Budd M an u fac tu ring  Company, 
known as the “ Ford o f P h ila ­
de lph ia”  because o f the vicious 

j methods i t  has successfully em­
ployed thus fa r  to  prevent un ion­
iza tion .

CIO President P h ilip  M u rra y  
h im se lf recently  charged before 
a Senate com m ittee th a t the Budd 
company had fired w ith in  the las t 
two m onths over 2,880 w orkers 
because o f un ion ac tiv ities . A t  
the same tim e, the company has 
set up a new company union to 
replace one “ disbanded”  by a 
federa l cou rt o rder and a U. S. 
Supreme C ourt ru lin g .

The CIO U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers has tr ie d  fo r  years to 
organize the p lan t. S ho rtly  a fte r  
Pearl H a rbo r the local union 
ven t on s trike , bu t was defeated 
th rough  the combined e ffo r ts  of 
the governm ent and the company. 
Since then, the union leaders have 
been “ fig h tin g ”  the company w ith  
va in  com pla in ts to the various 
governm ent agencies. The disas­
trous consequences o f the no­
s tr ik e  po licy and reliance on the 
Roosevelt government are com­
plete ly revealed in the Budd case.

The CIO A lu m inu m  W orkers  o f 
Am erica voted a t its  convention 
las t week to end its  independent 
existence and merge w ith  the 
CIO Steel W orkers. N egotia tions 
fo r  the m erger had been in 
progress fo r  a num ber o f months. 
The steel un ion ’s covention recent­
ly  approved the projected a f f i l ia ­
tion  and authorized P h ilip  M u rra y  
and the U S W A  leaders to  con­
clude the m erger.

A t  the recent M inneapolis meet­
in g  o f the In te rn a tio n a l E xe­
cutive  Board o f the CIO  United 
A utom obile  W orkers, the Board 
condemned the N L R B  fo r  its  de­
cision in the A m erican News 
Company case. T h is  decision 
stated, in e ffec t, th a t the w o rk ­
ers have no r ig h t to s tr ik e  fo r  
increases beyond the L it t le  Steel 
fo rm ula .

Num erous and in te re s tin g  in ­
cidents w h ich have occurred in 
door-to-door canvassing fo r  sub­
scrip tions are reported by our 
agents. Here are some o f them : 

B u ffa lo : “ Last week one o f the 
g ir ls  met a man who wasn’ t the 
least interested, wouldn’t  even let 
her show him  The M il ita n t.  She 
sold a sub to his next-door 
ne ighbor and ten m inutes la te r, 
when she was way down the 
street, he came runn ing  a fte r  her 
w ith  a qua rte r in  his hand. He 
said he’d seen his ne ighbor’s copy 
and wanted to  subscribe. So you 
see The M il ita n t  sells i ts e l f ! ”

Los Angeles: “ D u rin g  our
house-to-house canvassing fo r  
special subs to The M il ita n t a 
comrade went to one house which, 
in  m arked con trast to  a ll the 
others he v is ited , greeted the idea 
o f f ig h tin g  fo r  w o rkers ’ r ig h ts  
w ith  scorn. ‘ I th in k  the w orkers 
are p re tty  w e ll o f f , ’ the woman o f 
the  house said. W hen reminded 
th a t the unions were being a tta ck ­
ed a ll the w ay down the line  she 
exclaim ed, ‘ I th in k  that, the w o rk ­
ers should re tre a t, and I  ab­
so lu te ly  don’t  believe in  s tr ike s .’ 
As The M il ita n t  agent was leav­
in g  she rem arked th a t  she sub­
scribed to  the  Peoples W orld

(W est Coast S ta lin is t f in k  sheet). 
Enough sa id !”

* * sf:

H igh  regard and appreciation 
is expressed in  the fo llo w in g  
le tte rs.

B roo k lyn : “ You m ay s ta r t m y 
subscrip tion to The M ilita n t w ith  
you r In tro d u c to ry  O ffe r  o f 13 
issues fo r  25c. I  enclose 25c. coin. 
P.S. As you see I copied the 
w o rd ing  on you r coupon. I am 
saving the sample issue I 
received and the re fo re  fee l 
re luc tan t to damage it . ”

Coushatta, La .: “ I  received a 
copy o f you r paper some m onths 
ago and I  w a n t to subscribe fo r  
i t . ”

M ilw aukee : “ Please send me 
two copies o f The M il ita n t  con­
ta in in g  the ed ito ria l en titled  ‘On 
Pacifism .’ I am not in agreement 
w ith  the e d ito r ia l; however, I 
do w ish to send copies o f i t  to 
pacifists fo r  th e ir  s tudy.”

New Y o rk : “ A t  the end o f a 
un ion m eeting 1 had the p a rtic u ­
la r  pleasure to observe a Negro 
b ro ther go out o f his w ay to  p ick 
up The M il ita n t  fro m  a cha ir, 
s tudy i t  fo r  a m om ent and ¡ then 
c a re fu lly  fo ld  i t  up and p u l i t  
in to  h is pocket.”

" Militant” Drive Nets 723 More 
Subs; Total Now Stands At 4357

In  the ten th  week o f the M il ita n t  S ubscrip tion Cam paign the
branches obtained 723 N E W  R E A D E R S  to  ou r paper, the h ighest 
num ber sold d u rin g  any week o f the cam paign to  date. O ur goal 
o f 3,000 N E W  R E A D E R S  was reached in  the e igh th  week, b u t the 
branches continue to  d rive  ahead, determ ined to  take f u l l  advantage 
o f th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to in troduce The M il ita n t  to as m any w orkers  
as possible th rou gh  the cam paign o ffe r  o f 13 issues fo r  25c.

O U T S T A N D IN G  
OF T H E  W E E K

A C H IE V E M E N T S

B u ffa lo  continues to  lead n a tio n a lly  
w ith  490 percent.

Bayonne moved fro m  seventeenth 
place on the scoreboard to  f i f th .

Los Angeles sold the m ost subs d u r­
in g  the week —  232, New  Y o rk  Local 
sold 199, Bayonne sold 183.

F our more branches jo ined the 100 
percenters: Bayonne, Los Angeles,
Chicago, M ilwaukee.

FROM  O UR M A IL  BAG

Los A ngeles: “ B eg inn ing  forced 
m arch to make up fo r  la g  in cam­
paign. On our f i r s t  Red Sunday we 
sold 200 subscrip tions in th ree  hours.
W atch ne x t Sunday.”

Bayonne: “ We in tend  to  continue 
the sub d rive  u n t il we become too 
busy w ith  the fo llow -u p  o f ou r sales.”

Y oungstow n : “ Please send us 50 
sub cards. We are s ta rt in g  a house- 
to-house cam paign and we expect to 
sell these and maybe more.”

M in ne apo lft: “ La s t Thursday a
group o f comrades m et a t the  head­
quarters  before the m eeting  and w ent 
to  close-by w ork ing-c lass ne ighbor­
hoods w ith  sub cards. The resu lt was 
tw elve m ore subs. W e are p lann ing  
on m eeting again 
next Thursday.”

San F rancisco:
“ Enclosed are 34 
t r ia l  sub cards.
O f these 32 were 
secured yes te r­
day in our w o rk  
in Oakland. We 
plan to be out 
there  fo r  another 
three Sundays.
O f the 32 subs 
secured, 19 were 
fro m  w h ite  w o rk ­
ers and 13 fro m  
Negroes. Th is was done in  a to ta l o f 1; j  hours’ tim e  w ith  4 couples 
p a rtic ip a tin g .”

D e tro it :  “ Th is Sunday we are go ing to have a branch m ob iliz ­
ation, and the fo llo w in g  Sunday too. T h is  la s t m onth w i l l  f in d  the 
comrades re a lly  go ing a fte r  .more subs.”

P itts b u rg h : “ I  th in k  we m ay have more subs soon.”
S t. P au l: “ W e’ve ordered 85 cards and we ce rta in ly  hope to  sell 

them  a ll. We m ay sell more, but w e’d ra th e r overshoot our m a rk  
than overaim  to  begin w ith .”

Chicago: “ In  add ition  to  the m ob ilizations, we now have a p ro ­
gram  by w h ich  the team  captains see th a t members o f th e ir  teams 
go out a t least once a week, in d iv id u a lly  o r in groups, to s u it th e ir  
convenience. Enthusiasm  has reached a h igh p o in t and we shall go 
w e ll over our quota. W e s truck  i t  r ic h  in  one o f the housing pro jects, 
inhabited la rg e ly  by Negroes and Ita lia n s .”

New H aven: “ Enclosed you w i l l  f in d  a 25c sub. I  have recently  
converted th is  in d iv id u a l to our po in t o f v iew .”

B u ffa lo : “ W e’re go ing to  t r y  fo r  600 percent! W e read every 
word in  the Cam paign Column av id ly . I t ’s a w onderfu l cam paign 
hnd we’re sure everyone w il l  go w a y  over the top .”

We would like  to  hear fro m  Toledo, Reading, and P h ilade lph ia  
concern ing th e ir  plans re la tive  to the th ree -w ay challenge.

W ha t are the plans o f W est Side Branch (N ew  Y o rk  Lo ca l), 
Chicago, and M inneapolis re la tive  to  th e ir  th ree -w ay challenge?

Three more weeks to go. W e w ant to  f in is h  w ith  every branch 
at least 100 percent!

SCOREBOARD
Quota Subs Percent

B u ffa lo  ............— .............................— 50 245 490
N ew ark ......................................-.......... 80 241 301
New Y ork  ........................................... 500 1388 276
Toledo ................................................ - 30 79 263
Bayonne ........................ .............— ... 50 108 216
Reading ................ -........ ........... ......... 30 59 196
Texas ....... -....................— .......- ....... 10 17 170
Philadelph ia  - ......-........................... 30 50 166
A llen tow n ............— ........... -.......... - 15 24 160
D e tro it ............-........... .................-..... 300 464 154
Boston .................... ..... ................. ........ 100 145 145
San Francisco ....................... —......... 150 209 132
Seattle ---------------- -------- ----— .......- 150 193 128
St. Paul ...................... —........... -..... - 50 63 126
Los Angeles ...— ....... ..... ................ 400 461 115
Chicago ...... ......................— ... ........ 200 209 104
M ilwaukee ............-............................ 15 15 100
M inneapolis .... ....................—..... ....... 200 158 79
Youngstown ...— ....................... ..... 50 39 78
New Haven .... ............... ...... ........... 25 18 72
A kron  ............. ..................................... 40 27 67
Cleveland ................ ...................... ..... 50 26 52
St. L o u is ........ ............... ...................... 20 9 45
Q uakertow n ......................... ......... ... 10 4 40
San Diego .......................................... 50 18 36
M em hers-at-Large, Friends ........ 355 80 22
F lin t  .......................................... ........... 15 3 20
P ittsbu rgh  .......................................... 10 • 2 20
Rochester ........................................... 15 3 15

T O T A I............................. 3,000 4,357 145%

WHY WE ARE IN  PRISON
Farew ell speeches o f the defendants in  the M inneapolis 
Labor Case. The v ita l words o f people condemned to  
prison fo r  th e ir  courageous defense o f Socia lis t ideas.

“ We were obliged to  te ll the tru th . We saw the abom ination 
o f the im p e ria lis t w ar and we were under compulsion to  te ll 
the people the tru th  about it .  We saw the vision o f a socia lis t 
society and were under compulsion to f ig h t  fo r i t  a t a ll costs 
and despite a ll hazards.”

56 pages, paper 10 cents

Pioneer Publishers
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P LA C E  N E W  YO R K 3, N . Y.

- *•  a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a j

Letter From A Steel Worker 
To His Son In The Service
By Theodore K ovalesky

(A t the 1944 convention of 
the U n i t e cl Steelworkers of 
America, President Philip M ur­
ray made this statement:

“ Withdrawal of the no-strike 
pledge would be regarded as an 
insult to our armed forces and 
to the union-minded population 
of this country. . . I f  you did 
withdraw the pledge, what sort 
of letter would you write to 
your bovs overseas tomorrow to 
explain?” )

Dear Joey,
• I ’m writing you an extra let­

te r this week, because there are 
a lot of things on my mind that 
I'd like to talk about. In the 
f irs t place, I ’m w r it in g  th is  on 
M em oria l Day, and I ’m th in k in g  
back seven years to that. M em oria l 
Day when you and I were m arch­
ing  in the picket line a t Republic 
Steel. There you were, ju s t a 
young Chicago kid eighteen years 
old, w o rk in g  on your f irs t job . . . 
and m arch ing in you r f irs t p icket 
line, s ing ing  “ S o lid a rity  Forever”  
along w ith  the old hands like  me. 
I  remember the day we both went 
down to the SWOC ha ll and joined 
the union. The boys used to call 
us the “ fa th e r and son team .”

B u t th a t M em oria l Day p a rt of 
the story. . . T h a t’s w hat I ’ve been 
th in k in g  about m ostly, th a t and 
one other th in g  th a t I ’l l  come to 
la te r. Back in 1937 on M em oria l 
Day, there we were, you and me 
and a ll o f the rest o f the boys 
m arch ing in f ro n t o f the p lan t, 
not ca rry in g  a n y th in g  more 
dangerous than p icket signs, 
when a ll o f a sudden those lousy 
cops began to  shoot a t us and 
charge us w ith  clubs. I ’l l  never 
fo rg e t th a t! Maybe you don’ t 
th in k  so much about i t  now over 
there in the fro n t lines w ith  
bu llets coming at you every day, 
but, as fa r  as I ’m concerned, i t  
was the most te rr ib le  th in g  I ’ve 
ever been th rough, even inc lud­
ing  the tim e old Num ber Three 
Furnace broke out and almost 
caught me. I  remember the way 
everybody was y e llin g  and ru n ­
ning, and the way th a t colored 
fe llow  went down r ig h t next to 
me w ith  a bu lle t clean th rough  
him . I  know you could have run 
a lo t fa s te r and got away sooner 
yourse lf, but you stayed there 
w ith  you r dad . . . though you 
never would adm it i t  la te r.

S T E E L C O N V E N T IO N

The other th in g  I ’ve been 
th in k in g  about, son, is the con­
vention we had a couple o f weeks 
ago. I  guess I  w ro te and to ld  you 
th a t the boys in our local elected 
me one o f the delegates. I t  was 
a p re tty  punk convention, w hat 
w ith  M u rra y  and the res t o f the 
b ig  boys ta k in g  up most o f the 
tim e filibuste ring , bu t there were 
a couple o f h igh spots. The most 
im p o rta n t pa rt came when a 
young fe llow  fro m  Reading, Pa. 
raised the devil, because he had 
been appointed to  the Resolutions 
Committee, and was not in fo rm ed 
about i t  u n t il too late. W hat 
seemed to make h im  especially 
sore was th a t the com m ittee w ith ­
out h im  sent th rough  a reso lu­
t io n  to  re a ff irm  the no-strike  
pledge. B row n proposed to  rescind

the pledge. W ell, we began to 
clap when he said th a t . . . bu t 
we lost the vote a fte r  M u rra y  
stood up and cried bis eyes out 
about it .  He should have been a 
movie actor.

B u t what I want to say is th is . 
M urray  asked w hat k ind  o f a 
le tte r we’d w rite  our boys i f  we 
rescinded the pledge. Now, Joey, 
I can’t  w rite  th a t le tte r, o f course, 
because M urra y  pushed the no­
s trike  pledge th rough  agaiTi. B u t 
I wanted to te ll you ho.w your

old man and a lo t  o f the boys 
tr ie d  to  rescind it ,  because I  know 
you are a union man you rse lf and 
I know you’re s t i l l  w ith  us.

As I said, I ’ve been th in k in g  
back about a lo t o f th ings. When 
you went away you said (rem em ­
be r? ), “ Dad, I ’m depending on 
you to keep the union go ing. I  
don’t  ever w ant to  w ork  in an 
open shop again. Y O U  w i l l have 
to f ig h t fo r  M E  when I ’m gone.”  
W ell, Joey, th a t ’s ju s t w h a t I ’ve 
been t ry in g  to  do. W ith o u t the 
r ig h t to s tr ike , the union move­
ment is re tre a tin g  fas t. Some o f 
the union b ig  shots are k ick ing  
out men who go out on s trike , 
and the bosses and the news­
papers love tha t. B u t I  promise 
you, son, I  am not going to  give 
up the figh t. . .

S T IL L  F IG H T IN G

So, now w ith  M em oria l Day 
com ing around again, and w ith  
me and you and the union one 
year older, I  wanted to  w rite  
and te ll you these th ings  th a t 
have been run n ing  th rough my 
m ind, and to  te ll you th a t I ’m 
s t i l l  f ig h tin g  the way you and I 
used to  fig h t when you were s t i l l  
here. I wanted to  w r ite  and te ll 
you th a t I  remember a ll these 
th ings lik e  they happened yeste r­
day, even though some o f them 
happened seven years ago, on 
th a t day when we a ll ran fro m  
the cops’ bu lle ts and clubs, th a t 
is, a ll o f us bu t the ten guys th a t 
were k ille d  and the others th a t 
were badly h u rt. I  remember 
w hat you said a fte r  i t  was a ll 
over: “ Dad, we’l l  make them  pay 
fo r  th a t ! ”

W ell. Joey, we’ re s t i l l  go ing to 
make them pay, and we're going 
to figh t hard to have a strong 
union here when you get back to 
jo in  us.

The Militant
m ay now be purchased a t 

242 Broadway, San Diego, Cal.

IN M EM O R IA M
The D e tro it Branch o f the SW F has suffered the loss o f one 

o f its  most energetic and devoted comrades w ith  the death o f Com­
rade Richard McDonald on F riday , June 2nd.

Comrade M cDonald’s l i fe  fro m  its  ea rlies t days was a l i fe  o f 
s trugg le . Before he reached his f i r s t  b irthday , D ick fe ll v ic t im  to  
the dread disease o f in fa n tile  para lys is , re su ltin g  in  a c r ip p lin g  o f 
his body fro m  the w a is t down. D u rin g  the next f if te e n  years o f his 
li fe  D ick endured numerous surg ica l operations in jp i e f fo r t  to  en­
able h im  to  walk. D ick was f in a lly  able to ge t around w ith  the aid 
o f crutches.

N o t content to  s it around and mope about h is personal m is fo r­
tunes, D ick had taken advantage o f his enforced le isure by doing ex­
tensive reading. T h a t is how he f i r s t  became a ttrac ted  to  the ideas 
o f socialism. In  1938, ig n o rin g  h is  physica l handicap, D ick  h itch  
hiked west. He stopped fo r  a w h ile  a t the Commonwealth Labor Col­
lege a t Mena, A rkansas and i t  was there th a t he entered the organ­
ized rad ica l movement by jo in in g  the Com m unist P a rty . A f te r  a 
short s tay a t the College, D ick continued westw ard f in a lly  s e tt lin g  in  
Sacramento, C a lifo rn ia . There he pa rtic ipa ted  ac tive ly  in  the li fe  o f 
the C* P., w r it in g  and speaking a t s tree t meetings. I t  was d u rin g  
his s tay in  Sacramento th a t Comrade McDonald f i r s t  became ac­
quainted w ith  the T ro ts k y is t movement. W hen he learned the tru th  
about S ta lin ism , D ick broke w ith  the Com fnunist P a rty  and re tu rn ­
ed to D e tro it in  1940. He im m ed ia te ly  sought ou t the T ro tsky is ts  
and a fte r  a ttend ing  a series o f discussions jo ined the  p a rty .

Despite his physical lim ita tio n s , fro m  the tim e  o f h is entrance 
in to  the p a rty  up u n t il the illness w h ich resu lted in  h is  death, D ick  
was one o f our most active  comrades. F o r a period, D ick acted as 
lite ra tu re  agent fo r  the branch. He was a lways present to  cover 
meetings or fo r  fa c to ry  d is tribu tions  o f The M il ita n t.  H is  own trade  
union a c t iv ity  was lim ite d  to  a b r ie f period in the CIO O ffice 
W orkers Union, hu t D ick was- a lways available. He was a lways 
ready to  assist the o ther comrades in  the de ta il w o rk  connected 
w ith  th e ir  trade union a c t iv ity  o r w ith  any o ther p a rty  w ork.

D ick was not on ly an ac tiv is t. He also pa rtic ipa ted  active ly  
in  the in te lle c tua l li fe  o f the D e tro it branch. D raw n to  the  pa rty  
by the greatness o f its  ideas, D ick constantly  s trived  to raise his 
own level o f understanding.

In  the m idst o f his a c tiv ity , D ick  became stricken w ith  illness 
in the fa ll o f 1942. A f te r  an illness o f a couple o f m onths, D ick  
seemed to  have recovered when he was again s tricken . T h is  tim e  
tuberculosis was discovered in  h is lungs and in  M arch o f 1943 D ick 
entered a H osp ita l where he remained u n t il h is death.

D ick entered th is  la s t b a ttle  armed on ly  w ith  a tremendous 
f ig h t in g  s p ir it .  H is  f r a i l  body racked w ith  disease was i l l  prepared 
fo r  the s trugg le  w ith  th is  te rr ib le  disease. F rom  the beginn ing o f 
h is  las t confinem ent he knew th a t h is chances o f recovery were less 
than one in a thousand. D ick waged the ba ttle  nevertheless and on ly  
a few  m onths ago seemed on the road to recovery. Jus t when the 
tuberculosis o f h is  lungs seemed arrested, the disease found its  w ay 
to h is spine. The discovery o f th is  ju s t a ve ry  fe w  weeks ago m a rk ­
ed the beginn ing o f the end. D ick rea lized he ju s t did no t possess 
the physical resources necessary to combat the la te s t a ttack. H is  
w onderfu l f ig h t in g  s p ir it  was broken and his condition became ra p id ­
ly  worse u n t il h is death.

Just a few  m onths ago, an act occurred h ig h ly  typ ica l o f D ick  
which I  th in k  reveals the k ind o f comrade he was. Presented w ith  a 
sm all sum o f money by his comrades to  meet h is  incidenta l expenses, 
Comrade D ick re turned the money to  the branch w ith  a note u rg in g  
th a t the money m ig h t be tte r be used to  aid ou r 18 im prisoned com­
rades or the p a rty  in  its  w ork.

This  very fine  frien d  and comrade m et his death s t i l l  a young 
man. He was only 29. H is personal kindness, his lo y a lty  and devo­
tion. to  the w o rk ing  class and to  our p a rty , his w onderfu l s p ir it  w i l l  
a lways be remembered by those o f us who had the pleasure o f know* 
ing  and w o rk ing  w ith  D ick McDonald.

D ick was one o f the pioneer f ig h te rs  and organizers in  the 
bu ild ing  o f the D e tro it branch o f the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty . W o 
honor his b r ig h t untarnished name. W e w i l l  ca rry  on h is w o rk  and 
keep his memory green.
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T H E  I f T T C T T A N T - T H R E E

More Than 200 Organizations Back Campaign To Free The 
18 Imprisoned Trotskyists, Novack Tells Mass Meeting

[R eprin ted are sections o f the address o f George Novack,  
Secretary o f the  CRDC, delivered to  the New Y o rk  Mass M ee ting  
at the H ote l D ip lom at on June 8, 1944.]

B ro th e r Chairm an, friends  o f the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee, 
fe llo w  figh te rs  fo r  c iv il libe rtie s  and la bo r’s r ig h ts :

A lm ost three months ago 1 sta rted  out on a coast-to-coast tou r 
to en lis t labor and libe ra l support fo r  the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com­
m ittee 's  cam paign to secure presidentia l pardon fo r  the eighteen CIO 
and Socialist W orkers P a rty  members ra ilroaded to prison under the 
Sm ith  “ Gag”  A ct. D u ring  these past m onths 1 have addressed scores 
o f audiences, representing the most progressive sections o f A m e r­
ican life — trade unions, Negro organ izations, fa rm  audiences, un ive r­
s ity  audiences, c iv il libe rties  groups. I have personally discussed 
the M inneapolis labor case w ith  scores o f union o ffic ia ls  and hundreds 
o f workers in the in d u s tr ia l c ities o f th is  vast c o u n try ; w ith  Negro 
leaders, c lergym en, lawyers, c iv il libe rtie s  leaders, and progressive 
ind iv idua ls .

The f ir s t  group o f w orkers 1 had occasion to  speak to  were 
ra ilroa d  men, be longing to  the R a ilroad Council in  Rochcstef, New 
Y o rk . 1 even w ent out in to  the  round-house and discussed w ith  a 
rjumber. o f them  the M inneapolis case w h ile  they were w o rk ing  on 
the  engines. A nd the la test was a m eeting called by General M otors 
Loca l. 21G o f the U n ited  A u to  W orkers  a t th e ir  ha ll in  Los A n ­
geles . . . and now, th is  im p o rta n t m eeting  in  New Y o rk , where 
progressive leaders o f labo r have to n ig h t expressed th e ir  so lid a rity  
w ith  our w o rk  in the CRDC.

I in tend to n ig h t to  discuss no t the facts and issues involved in 
the M inneapolis labo r case, as I  did elsewhere. The previous speakers 
have a lready touched on the m ain issues and the p rinc ip a l fac ts , and 
you can read about them in the abundant lite ra tu re  published about 
th is  case.

I  propose to rep o rt to you certa in  events connected w ith  m y na­
tion a l to u r —  m y v is it  to the 14 prisoners in Sandstone P en iten tia ry  
in  M innesota, and, in general, about the im pact and repercussions 
o f th is  im p o rta n t labo r and c iv il libe rtie s  'case upon the organized 
labo r movement th roughou t the country , as I  observed it .

GROW ING SUPPORT G IVEN TO  CASE
The f i r s t  fea tu re  I  w a n t to note is the read ier response and 

m ore extensive support accorded our appeal than  was the case three 
years, o r even a year, ago. T h is  fa c t  is  a ttested to  by the g ro w in g  
l is t  o f labo r and o ther o rgan iza tions w h ich have come to  the support 
o f our Com m ittee and its  na tiona l cam paign to free  the 18. You can 
see a p a rtia l l is t  o f them on th is  c ircu la r. They now to ta l w e ll over 
tw o  hundred, and I  expect before m any weeks are over we shall 
reach the 300 m ark, and more are com ing in  every week.

There are, I  believe, three m ain reasons to account fo r  th is  
s h if t  in  our favo r. F irs t  o f a ll, the trend  o f events d u rin g  the past 
three years has impressed upon the m inds o f the m ost conscious 
A m erican w orkers  and those people who fo llo w  the c iv il libe rtie s  
s trugg le  in th is  country , the t ru th  o f w h a t we have contended fro m  
the ve ry  beg inn ing o f th is  prosecution —  th a t th is  action against 
the M inneapo lis T ruck  D rive rs  and T ro ts k y is t leaders, under the 
S m ith  “ Gag”  A ct, is, as B ro th e r DeLorenzo has a lready noted, no t 
an exceptional nor an isolated incident. Th is prosecution was one 
o f the f i r s t  beachheads established by the enemies- o f labo r in th e ir  
o ffensive , w h ich the y  began under cover o f prepara tions fo r  the 
W orld  W ar, aga inst the labor movement and against the  dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  o f the Am erican people. We also, said th a t unless th is  f i r s t  
assault was countered and beaten back by the un ited  e ffo r ts  o f the 
labor and lib e ra l forces o f th is  country , i t  would be fo llow ed by 
fu r th e r  repressive leg is la tion  and by more fram e-ups o f m il ita n t  
union leaders. The w orkers o f th is  coun try  have since learned these 
b it te r  tru th s , I  am so rry  to  say, the hard way. The S m ith  “ Gag”  
A c t has helped pave the w ay fo r  the S m ith -C onna lly  A n ti-S tr ik e  
law , and th a t, in  tu rn , has prepared the atmosphere fo r  the proposal 
o f new vicious a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion . B ro th e r DeLorenzo, on in ­
d ictm ent, rem inds us th a t the same federa l fram e-up  system th a t pu t 
the 18 behind bars is in  active  operation. I f  they ge t aw ay w ith  the 
DeLorenzo fram eup as they did  w ith  the 18, they w i l l  proceed against 
o ther union leaders who have the courage to stand up and defend 
w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts .

Thus the experience o f li fe  its e lf  in th is  w ar period has come 
to  a. certa in  degree to  ou r assistance in  f ig h t in g  th is  M inneapo lis 
fram e-up , in en ligh ten ing  lib e ra l and labor op in ion about its  real 
meaning. M ore and more workers, more and more progressive-
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FREE THE A V E R Y  H E A D S  W A L L  STREET 
DR IVE FOR THE OPEN SHO P

(Continued fro m  page 1)

Business when h i  said: “ G entle­
men, our conviction is as firm  
today as i t  ever was th a t the 
f ig h t  to w o rk  should no t be 
dependent upon membership o r 
non-m em bership in any o rgan iza­
t io n .”

Fairless revealed th a t U.S. Steel 
C orpora tion , like  M ontgom ery 
W ard, had accepted the m ain­
tenance-of-m em bership clause in 
the last union con tract, under 
pro test. “ For the period o f the 
con tract,”  the co rpora tion  s ta te ­
m ent to Roosevelt read, “ th is  
company bows to you r decision 
and accepts th a t which i t  con­
siders unnecessary, undesirable 
and subversive o f the w o rkers ’ in ­
d iv idua l w i l l . ”  The U.S. Steel 
C orpora tion , like  M ontgom ery 
W ard and General M otors Cor­
pora tion  are con tro lled  by J. P. 
M organ and Company. The C h i­
cago D a ily  News points o u t: “ I t  
is genera lly  recognized th a t 
A ve rv  is the choice o f the J. I*.

minded people are beginning to see the connection between th is  case 
and th e ir  own day-to-day s trugg les to  safeguard th e ir  m ost cher­
ished r ig h ts .

W E W A N T FREEDOM  FOR TH E  18
In  the second place, the 18 convicted CIO tru c k d riv e rs  and So­

c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  leaders are now in  prison. They have a lready 
had to  serve over f iv e  m onths' o f th e ir  sentences. I  saw 14 o f them  
behind the bars a t Sandstone prison —  and I  d idn ’t  lik e  the s ig h t 
o f honest people u n ju s tly  deprived o f th e ir  lib e r ty  fo r  no th ing  but 
exerc is ing  the dem ocratic r ig h t  o f free speech. A nd there are hun­
dreds o f thousands who fee l the same w ay about th is  case.

M any people believed th a t th is  fram eup w ould  no t be carried  
th rough  to th is  po in t. When the prisoners were f i r s t  indicted, they 
stated th a t they  would no t ac tu a lly  be tr ie d , th a t the ind ic tm en t 
would be dropped by the a d m in is tra tion  as soon as the labo r s tru g ­
gle in  M inneapolis had been cleared up and the fa v o r to  Danie l J. 
Tobin had been erased. Then, a fte r  the t r ia l  began, these people 
said, no one would be convicted, the charges are so preposterous, the 
fram eup so f lim s y , so fan ta s tic . A nd then they said, i f  a hand­
picked blue-ribbon ju ry  would conv ic t the 18 under pressure o f the 
Governm ent prosecutors, then the convictions would be th row n out 
by the C irc u it C ourt o f Appeals.

F in a lly , like  Custer, they made a la s t stand. They said the ju s ­
tices in W ashington, the Roosevelt-rejuvenated Supreme C ourt 
sworn to uphold the C o ns titu tio n  would hand down jus tice  in  so im ­
p o rta n t a case, under a law  th a t was so c le a rly  con tra ry  to  the B il l 
o f R ights . A nd ye t the justices rem ained deaf to our appeals, and 
three tim es refused to even hear the case.

Now  we are ta k in g  the case to  the President o f the U n ited  
States, and dem anding th a t he, who played a p a r t in  in s tig a tin g  
th is  prosecution, redress our grievances. Ro'osevelt has made a lo t 
o f p ro m is is  about freedom  o f speech. W hat we are asking is th a t 
he make a down-paym ent here and now on th a t p rom issory note by 
pardoning the 18 who have been deprived o f th e ir  r ig h ts  o f free 
speech through the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t.

Now  another, and by no means the least in flu e n tia l fa c to r in 
a lte r in g  the m ost progressive sections o f pub lic  op in ion about th is  
case, has been the w o rk  o f our C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee and 
its  co llabora tors, the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion, a ll the labor 
papers, labor educators, unions and o ther oi-ganizations th a t have 
worked w ith  us in  t r y in g  to  public ize the issues and fac ts  in  th is  
case. We have done a good job  w ith  the means and forces a t our

Mexico’s Sinarquistas ■ The Advance 
Guards O f  Clerical-Landlord Reaction

By A. Roland
Sinarquism  in M exico has be­

come a mass movem ent which 
aims to erase the progressive 
re fo rm s  b rough t about by the 
bourgeois dem ocratic revo lu tion  
started  in  1910. I t  is a movement 
d ire c tly  fostered by the Catholic 
Church along the lines o f Father 
C oughlin ’s Social Justice. S in a r­
quism  or M exican f a s c i s m  
deserves care fu l study because i t  
has developed in to  a mass move­
ment w ith  close to three quarters 
o f a m illio n  members. I t  deserves 
a tten tion  too because o f its  tie -up 
w ith  Am erican im peria lism  which 
i t  dem agogically pretends to  
a ttack  in the same w ay th a t H i t ­
le r  attacked the bankers before 
he came to  power.

The movement was founded in 
1937 in  Leon, Guanajuato by five 
Jesu it-tra ined  in te llec tua ls , tw o 
o f whom  had been closely con­
nected w ith  the Spanish Falange. 
S inarqu ism ’s o ffic ia l lite ra tu re  
states th a t its  aim is to  “ rebuild 
M exico destroy ing  libe ra lism , 
perverse democracy and anarchy; 
our purpose is to restore in  our 
coun try  the C h ris tia n  social order 
w h ich  is the very essence o f our 
be ing.”  M exican h is to ry  th row s 
a lu r id  l ig h t  on “ the essence o f 
be ing”  o f the C atholic Church.

H IS T O R IC  P R O BLEM

The grea t h is to ric  social prob­
lem  o f M exico, a coun try  w ith  a 
la rge  percentage o f m ountain and 
desert, has been the land ques­
tion . The f irs t  deep-going move­
m ent o f the land -hungry  peons o f 
M exico dates back to  the re vo lt 
led by the Zapotec Ind ian  Juarez 
in  1854. The C atholic Church then 
had its  own “ order,”  fo r  i t  owned 
a g reat p a r t o f a ll urban prope rty , 
con tro lled o r owned much o f the 
ru ra l land, had an annual income

grea te r than th a t o f the na tiona l 
governm ent. N o r d id  i t  hesitate 
to act as the uno ffic ia l banker- 
usurer fo r  the masses. W hen in 
1859 Juarez nationalized the 
p ro pe rty  o f the Church, exclud ing 
actual churches, m onasteries, etc., 
he confiscated one hundred and 
tw en ty -five  m illio n  do lla rs w o rth  
o f p rope rty . No wonder the 
Church looks back w ith  long ing 
a t th is  golden age o f its  h is to ry ! 
The Ley Juarez (L a w  o f Juarez) 
also disestablished the Church as 
the state re lig ion .

G A IN S  D IS S IP A T E D

The gains achieved by the 
Ind ian  peons under Juarez were 
dissipated and los t in  the period 
th a t fo llow ed. The place o f the 
Church was taken by the b ig  
landowners who concentrated the 
land in to  tremendous haciendas 
o r estates, some o f them  as 
la rge  as s ix  m illio n  acres. This 
was accomplished under the 
d ic ta to r D iaz who pe rm itted  the 
v ita l t il la g e  lands o f the ejidos 
(com m unal Ind ian  v illa g e  lands) 
to be expropria ted by force and 
fraud , ju s t as had been done much 
e a rlie r in  E ngland and on the 
con tinent o f Europe. By 1910 th is  
process had reduced 97% o f the 
ru ra l heads o f fam ilies  to  com ­
plete and hopeless poverty . Ten 
m illio n  Ind ians o r three f if th s  o f 
the en tire  population had fa llen  
in to  a s tate o f serfdom .

The landowners m eantim e were 
in  a close alliance w ith  the 
C atholic Church which tr ie d  to 
keep the Ind ians in  the proper 
s tate o f submission. B u t again 
an Ind ian  leader arose to  lead 
the peons in  revo lt aga inst th e ir  
unbearable state. Zapata was no t 
satisfied w ith  a mere change in 
regim e. He raised the slogan o f 
a ll revo lu tiona ry  ag ra ria n  move­
m ents: “ Land and L ib e r ty !”

Zapata was m urdered in  the  end, 
bu t the  bourgeoisie was forced to 
c a rry  out the  p a rtia l res to ra tion  
o f communal lands to  the ejidos, 
and a ha lf-hea rted  d iv is ion  o f 
some land o f the b ig  estates 
among the landless peons.

The seizure o f lands on the 
p a rt o f the na tiona l governm ent 
led to  a co n flic t w ith  the  im ­
pe ria lis ts . The im p e ria lis ts— 
A m erican and B r it is h — owned 
la rge  ranches and petro leum  
bearing lands, a good po rtion  o f 
which they  obtained by b ribe ry  
and corrup tion . In  1925 Calles, in 
accordance w ith  the C onstitu tion  
o f 1917 (the  resu lt o f the 
ag ra ria n  m ovem ent) had passed 
two laws which m et im p e ria lis t 
opposition. The f irs t placed lim its  
on alien land-ownersh ip. The 
second declared th a t a ll m inera ls 
and o il below the surface o f the 
earth  belonged to  the  nation . 
Tension im m ed ia te ly  arose in  the 
re la tions between the govern­
ments o f the U n ited  States and 
Mexico.

C A T H O LIC  C H U R C H

W hile  the U . S. governm ent 
was a p p ly ing  d ip lom atic  pressure 
on M exico, the M exican Catholic 
Church suddenly ( in  January 
1926) took a sharp stand aga inst 
the old laws concern ing disestab­
lishm en t and the r ig h t  to  con­
duct Catholic schools. The Church 
is b it te r ly  opposed to the state 
educational system  which is not 
under its  con tro l.

There can be no doubt th a t 
then (as now) the Church was 
egged on by th f  b ig  financia l and 
petro leum  in terests in  the U n ited  
States. Calles insisted in  1926 
th a t the Church obey the law  and 
th a t a ll church p ro pe rty  be 
reg istered as such w ith  the gov­
ernm ent. The p riests refused to 
com ply and q u it t i le  churches in

a body. There began the bloody 
r io ts  and revo lts  o f the Cristeros 
(the fo re ru nn e r o f the  S inar- 
qu is ts) w ith  th e ir  c ry  o f “ F a ith  
and cou n try ! Long live  C h ris t the 
K in g !"  But the a ttem p t at in c ite ­
ment to overth row  the govern­
ment fa iled . F in a lly  I ’ ascual Diaz, 
la te r Archbishop, concluded an 
agreement w ith  the new president 
Fortes G il in  1929 which ended 
the con flic t. But D iaz was 
denounced by his fe llow  priests 
fo r  com ing to  term s.

W A L L  S TR E E T SUPPO RT

The C ris te ros movem ent was 
supported by Am erican Catholics 
who supplied funds donated by 
the o il magnates. S im ila r ly  the 
S iha rqu is t movement has the 
he a rty  support o f the A m erican 
o il in terests. They w an t the 
progressive measures o f the 
M exican R evolution swept away 
by reaction. The liason o ffice r be­
tween the M exican and the A m e r­
ican Catholics is W ill ia m  F. 
Buckley o f New  Y o rk , President 
o f Pantepec O il Co. He requested 
h a lf  a m illio n  do lla rs  fro m  
N icholas B rady, another New 
Y o rk  magnate. Buckley is assist­
ed in the ga the ring  o f funds fo r  
the S inarquists  by D r. Malone, 
president o f H o ly  Nam e Society. 
B ig  donations have been made by 
C ard ina l Hayes and others.

P a rt o f the money raised here 
fo r  support o f M exican fascism 
is devoted to  propaganda to 
present the S inarqu is t movement 
in  a favorab le  lig h t to  the A m e r­
ican public. I t  is presented as an 
innocent movement fo r  Ind ian 
colon ization and u p lif t .  B u t its  
aims and methods make i t  an 
authentic fasc is t movement which 
seeks to establish a to ta lita r ia n  
sta te  under the complete dom ina­
tion  o f the C atho lic  Church.

disposal in  b reak ing  th rough  the o ffic ia l conspiracy o f silence by 
which the B ig  Business press has tr ie d  to  sm other the news o f th is  
fram eup. Thanks to  our tire less a g ita tio n  and propaganda, the fo re ­
m ost leaders o f op in ion in  labo r and lib e ra l c irc les —  yes, in  W ash­
ing ton  too, as Roger B a ldw in  and others w i l l  te s t ify  —  know  a ll 
about th is  case and they know  its  sign ificance. A nd  th a t is  p r im a r­
ily  due to the W ork o f the members, frien ds  a;id co llabora tors o f 
the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee.

TH E  ACHIEVEM ENTS OF TH E  CRDC
I observed, as I  w ent th rough  the coun try , th a t the C iv il R ights  

Defense Com m ittee has won a place fo r  its e lf  as an a u th o rita tiv e  
and respected organ iza tion  defending the r ig h ts  o f the A m erican 
labo r movement. The development o f the M inneapolis labo r case in  
th is  respect pa ra lle ls  th a t o f m any o ther labo r defense cases. M any 
o f the fam ous labo r defense cases did no t im m ed ia te ly  become na­
tion a l issues, counting in th e ir  ranks o f supporters tens o f tho u ­
sands o f ind iv idua ls . Even the most prom inent c a s e s  were 
taken up a t f i r s t  by sm all bands o f reso lu te partisans and only 
a fte r  prolonged e ffo rts , did these causes become celebrated. That 
happened in the D reyfus case in France, the Sacco-Vanzetti ease, 
the case o f the Scottsboro boys, and the M ooney-B illings case.

In  San Francisco I  had the honor o f speaking a t tw o meetings 
toge ther w ith  W arren  B illin g s , who was fram ed up and sent to  ja i l  
d u rin g  the f i r s t  w o rld  w a r because he was a m il ita n t  labo r leader. 
We discussed th is  ve ry  problem  and I  was ex trem e ly  in te i'ested in  
w h a t W arren  B illin g s  to ld  me about the  d iff ic u lt ie s  the y  had in  
securing, support. B illin g s  said: “ We had a he ll o f a tim e  to  get 
the labor movement to consider ours a labo r case, a t f ir s t .  .We were 
accused o f using dynam ite  and k il l in g  people a t a Preparedness 
Parade on San Francisco. In  C a lifo rn ia  a t th a t tim e  Mooney and I  
were called ‘ troub le  m akers’ and ‘ rad ica ls ’ ju s t lik e  the men and 
one woman in th is  case. In  fa c t, th a t's  w hy the organized em ployers 
and th e ir  police tools set out to  ra ilro a d  us to ja i l . ”

A nd so i t  has been w ith  the M inneapolis case, w h ich  B illin g s , 
in his speeches, compared w ith  h is own. O ur pioneer w o rk  has la id  
a s trong  founda tion  fo r  the broad and g ro w in g  defense movem ent 
fo r  the lib e ra tio n  o f the 18 and fo r  the abo lition  o f the  S m ith  “ Gag”  
A c t. Tire m ovem ent is a lready na tiona l in  scope. I t  is no t go ing 
to decrease, bu t to increase in  num bers and power. . .

In  A k ron  I  spoke to  the  o ffic ia ls  o f several rubber union locals. 
Goodrich Local 5 has since passed a reso lu tion in  support o f the case. 
In  D e tro it, in  add ition  to the p rom inen t speakers on the p la tfo rm  
w ith  me and the ve ry  sizable labo r crowd a t the m eeting, I  noticed 
the presidents o f several progressive locals o f the A u to  W orkers  
in the audience, and m any m any lead ing stewards o f the CIO  move­
ment.

In  F lin t  I  spoke a t the Y W C A , and when I  fin ished , a union 
bro ther go t up and said, “ W h y  has’n t th is  come up before the CIO 
Council here y e t? ”  He stated th a t 3 o r 4 members o f the  council 
were present. “ L e t’s see w hethe r we can’t  ge t th is  passed a t a 
com ing m eeting .”  W hen I  re tu rned  here, I  was in fo rm ed  th a t the 
F lin t  CIO Council had passed a reso lu tion  in  support o f the 18.

In  Chicago I  saw W illa rd  Townsend, head o f the CIO T ransp o rt 
Em ployes U n ion. He pledged his support to  the case. A t  its  recent 
convention, th is  CIO In te rn a tio n a l passed an excellent reso lu tion  in  
support o f the M inneapo lis Labor prisoners. I  spoke to  a num ber 
o f CIO and A F L  o ffic ia ls  the re  and found a sym pathetic  response.

Even in  M inneapolis, when I  a rrived  there, the re  was a notice­
able change in the atmosphere, in  the sen tim ent tow ards the 18, 
even in  A F L  circles. I  have been to ld  th a t Tobin poured a lm ost a 
m illio n  do lla rs  in to  M inneapolis to  crush the progressive leadership 
o f Local 544. You know  i t  w ould cost a team ste r h is jo b  s im p ly  to  
be seen ta lk in g  w ith  anyone be longing to  the CIO  Team sters U n ion  
there  up in  M inneapolis. B u t when I  was there they  to ld  me th a t 
a request to  have a CRDC spokesman a t the  A F L  business agents 
m eeting had been discussed and a lthough i t  was no t passed by a 
m a jo r ity , nevertheless, the fa c t th a t  some o f the more p rom inen t 
A F L  leaders the re  supported such a proposal showed th a t the re  
are m any labo r leaders there who don’t  like  th is  fram e-up  and who 
are beginn ing to fee l ve ry  uneasy about i t .  Nevertheless, I  addressed 
a w onderfu l semes o f m eetings in  the T w in  C ities. . ,

I  V IS IT E D  W IT H  TH E  PRISONERS 
A T  SANDSTONE

W hile  I  was in  M inneapo lis I  took the occasion to  v is i t  the 14 
prisoners in  Sandstone P en iten tia ry . They were ex trem e ly  g lad to  
see me and to hear w h a t I  had to  te l l  them  about the defense move­
m ent on th e ir  behalf. They alm ost leaped fo rw a rd  to  hear w h a t I  
had to  te ll them . . .

I  also w ent to  see K e lly  Posta l a t S tillw a te r  State P e n ite n tia ry  
to  discuss the deta ils  o f h is parole w h ich  was. scheduled to  come 
up. I  w ent w ith  the la w ye r re ta ined by our Com m ittee. O ut on the 
W est Coast I  had a ta lk  w ith  the S ecre tary o f the Oregon CIO Coun­
c il. Ho to ld  me he had spoken w ith  G overnor Thye o f M innesota 
about the im prisonm ent o f K e lly  Postal. He said to  G overnor Thye 
—  you know, when I  and o ther C IO  leaders le f t  the A F L  and w ent 
over and jo ined the CIO, we took our un ion funds along the, same 
w ay K e lly  Postal did. D id you th in k  we ough t to go to  prison fo r  
embezzlement? A ltho ug h  Thye said he d idn ’t  have an y th in g  to  do 
w ith  th is  im prisonm ent o f K e lly  Posta l, I  to ld  h im  he ough t to  free  
K e lly  Postal.

W ell, we were very pleased to  hear —  I  heard i t  on the  W est 
Coast —  th a t K e lly  Posta l has been paroled and has gone to  Oregon. 
O f course, he should have been pardoned. The parole is due in  la rge  
measure to  the w o rk  o f our Com m ittee and to  those in  the  labor

M organ in te rests at W ard ’s.”  
When the M ontgom ery W ard 
s tr ik e  broke out, George W hitney, 
president o f .1. P. M organ and 
Co., rushed to Chicago where he 
entered, in to  conference w ith  
Sewell A ve ry . W hitney is a 
d irec to r o f M ontgom ery W ard as 
well as '•General M o to rs ; A very  
is a d irec to r of l ' .  S. Steel. 
Through th is  medium o f in ­
te rlock ing  d irectora tes the House 
o f M organ contro ls  a vast in ­
du s tria l em pire. Toge ther w ith  
o ther gangs of W a ll Street free ­
booters w ith  whom they are 
closely associated, they dom inate 
the economic and po litica l l i fe  of 
the nation. It is these pow erfu l 
financia l in te rests who are be­
hind Sewell A ve ry  and are 
pressing fo rw a rd  a general a ttack 
on the labor movement.

M IS L E A D IN G  •
U nder these circumstances, i t  

is dangerous and m islead ing to 
declare, as James B. Carey, 
secre ta ry-treasu re r o f live CIO 
<iid before the House In v e s tig a t­
ing  Com m ittee, th a t A ve ry  was 
“ lead ing a one-man rebellion.’ ’ 
W hat the labo r movement is con­
fronted w ith  is a fu ll-b lo w n  a ttack 
by the “ economic ro y a lis ts ”  and 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l agents in W ash­
ing ton . I t  is necessary to w arn  
the workers o f th is  fa c t so th a t 
they w ill not be lu lled  in to  a 
false sense o f secu rity  based on 
the erroneous conception th a t i t  
is. on ly A v e ry  who is c a rry in g  on 
a “ p riva te  w a r aga inst labo r.”

In  the m ids t o f the hearings 
on the M ontgom ery W a r d  
“ seizure”  conducted by the House 
In v e s tig a tin g  Com m ittee, the 
W LB  by a  vote o f S to 4, again 
directed the company to extend 
the te rm s and conditions o f the 
expired union con tract w ith  the 
U n ited R eta il, W holesale and De­
pa rtm ent Store Em ployes o f 
Am erica, CIO. Sewell A ve ry  
thereupon again i ‘‘ ite ra ted his 
defiance o f the W LB  and his 
re fusa l to com ply w ith  the order. 
•In con trast to the trea tm e n t ac­
corded workers who dare to 
“ de fy ”  the W LB , there was no 
ou tc ry  by the press, no th re a t by

(he W I.B  lo  impose d rastic  sanc­
tions, no fra n tic  w aving o f the 
f la g  by the brass bats, no th u n ­
derous denunciation by Roosevelt, 
no hue and cry  in Congress fo r 
leg is la tion  to curb the arrogance 
of the employers.

The W LB  d irec tive  places the 
union back where i t  s ta rted  fro m  
when the con tract exp ired la s t 
December. Roosevelt’s fa rc ica l 
“ seizure”  o f the p lan t succeeded 
on ly  in b reak ing  the  s tr ike , herd­
ing the w orkers back to th e ir  
jobs and then tu rn in g  the p lan t 
back to the A v ttry -M o rgan  m an­
agement. A dd itio n a l tim e  w il l  
elapse before the W I.B  goes 
through its  ponderous procedure 
o f g e ttin g  the case ce rtifie d  again 
to President Roosevelt. I f  past 
experience is any c r ite r io n , 
Roosevelt w i l l  s it  on the case 
u n til the patience o f the w orkers 
becomes exhausted arid they are 
forced to s tr ik e  to defend the 
existence o f th e ir  union. In  w h ich  
event Roosevelt m ay “ seize”  the 
p lant again to break the s tr ik e  in  
order to re tu rn  i t  to A v e ry  a fte r  
its  “ productive effic iency has been 
restored.”

B u t workers are le a rn in g  the 
m eaning o f governm ent “ seiz­
ures.”  I t  w i l l  probably be much 
more d if f ic u lt  to  ge t them  back 
to th e ir  jobs w ith o u t a union con­
tra c t. The d o lla r p a trio ts  are 
counting  heav ily  on the hys te ria  
whipped up in connection w ith  
the invasion to club the w orkers 
in to  line. They have accepted in 
the past 2 years the m aintenance 
o f membership prov is ion “ under 
pro test.”  Today, they fee l the  
tim e is ripe to a tte m p t o ther 
assaults on the unions. The lessons 
o f the past Roosevelt “ seizures”  
teach the workers th a t they can 
depend only on the ir own s treng th  
and s o lid a rity  to h a lt the open 
shop drive . When th a t lesson has 
been fu lly  absorbed, the labor 
movement w ill, by its  own in ­
dependent action, put a c rim p  in  
the “ defiance”  o f the A ve rys  and 
compel com pliance w ith  the 
demand o f the workers fo r  union 
shop conditions under a union 
contract.

and libe ra l movement of th is  coun try  who have helped our f ig h t  to  
w in freedom fo r  K e lly  Postal.

N ow  I could go on th rough  a ll the c ities, ra n g in g  out to  the  
W est Coast, but I  do not have the tim e  in  th is  b r ie f re p o rt. I  w a n t 
on ly  to  take up a po in t which has been p rev ious ly  noted by o the r 
speakers, because I  believe i t  to be o f g re a t im portance, no t on ly 
in connection w ith  th is  case, bu t in  the en tire  s trugg le  fo r  c iv il l ib ­
erties and labo r’s r ig h ts  in  th is  coun try . W e have obtained support 
fro m  hundreds o f labo r organ izations and m any p o lit ic a l groups in  
the labo r movement. B u t there is w ith in  the labor movem ent one 
organ iza tion  wh ich is no t s im p ly  in d iffe re n t to th is  case, b u t w h ich  
is exe rtin g  its  in fluence in order to sabotage our e ffo r ts  to  free  the 
18. They are the fo llow e rs  and members o f the ex-C om m unist, ex- 
P a rty . When I was in Seattle they made a ttem p ts  to get labor speak­
ers scheduled to  speak a t our m eeting, to  cancel th e ir  appearance. 
They threatened them  w ith  rep risa ls , and the assis tant secre ta ry- 
treasu re r o f the A F L  Bo ile rm akers Un ion announced th a t fa c t fro m  
the1, p la tfo rm  when he go t up to  speak.

T H E  STALIN ISTS ARE AG AIN  DO ING  F IN K  W O R K
They tr ie d  to  prevent me from  speaking to  students and fa c u lty  

members a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia . In  M inneapolis, a t a fo ru m , 
one o f them go t up and said, “ W here do you ge t y o u r money f ro m ? ” , 
im p ly in g  th a t we had secret sources o f income th a t could no t be re ­
vealed. A nd  then, when I  go t out on the W est Coast, I  read a series 
o f a rtic les  in the Peoples W orld , the S ta lin is t paper, th a t a ttem pted 
to smear, slander and v i l l i f y  the 18 prisoners in  the M inneapolis 
case. Th is Tuesday the D a ily  W orke r had the in fa m y  to  a tta ck  th is  
m eeting and the speakers on th is  p rogram  and to  ca ll these 18 heroic 
f ig h te rs  “ snakes” . Speaking o f snakes, on the W est Coast a good 
fig h te r fo r  c iv il libe rtie s , leader o f Roger B a ld w in ’s own o rgan iza­
tion , to ld  me th a t these people, these S ta lin is ts , are the w o rs t k ind  
o f ra tt le  snakes. He said, you know  ou t here we have a special k in d  
o f ra ttlesnake , the side-w inder. The o rd in a ry  ra ttlesnake  s trikes 
s tra ig h t a t you fro m  in  f ro n t  so you know  i t  is a ttack ing . B u t the  
s ide-w inder comes along on the fla n k , coils h im se lf when you are no t 
looking, then lunges from  the side and da rts  its  poisonous venom 
upon you. T h a t is exactly  the k ind  o f venom the S ta lin is t side-w ind­
ers, the D a ily  W orker, the Peoples W orld  and the S ta lin is t machine 
in the union movement have been spreading aga inst the M inneapolis 
Labor case.

Now the issues in  th is  case arc absolute ly c lear to any in d iv idu a l 
w ith  the least concern fo r  labo r’s r ig h ts  and democracy. These 18 
have been pu t behind bars because o f th e ir  labor ac tiv itie s  and th e ir  
socia list p o lit ic a l opin ions. I t  is  the du ty  o f every progressive-m ind­
ed person to repel th is  assault upon the B il l o f R igh ts  and to  f ig h t  
fo r the freedom o f the 18. T h is  f ig h t  is in the best tra d itio n s  o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l and the Am erican labor movement. . . A n in ju ry  to  one 
in th is  respect is an in ju ry  to  a ll. B u t the in fam ous S ta lin is ts  have 
fo rgo tte n  the m eaning o f th is  e lem entary p rinc ip le  o f labo r so lida r­
ity .  The treacherous action o f the S ta lin is ts  in th is  case is  the m ost 
da s ta rd ly  th in g  th a t I  know  o f in the labo r defense movem ent o f th is  
country . These 18 are in ja i l  and are no t able to  answer. B u t they 
have p len ty  o f defenders th roughou t th is  country .

MUCH REM AINS TO BE DONE
A nybody who pa rtic ipa tes in  any w ay in  a id ing  and ab e ttin g  th is  

fram e-up  o f the 18 is go ing to have to account to  the progressive and 
labo r m ovem ent o f th is  coun try . We fo r  one are go ing to  take the 
resp on s ib ility  o f seeing to i t  th a t they  are called to account fo r  th e ir  
crimes.

We have many supporters and we are go ing  to  w in  m any more 
as th is  s trugg le  progresses. So fa r  we have done our w ork  w e ll, bu t 
much rem ains to  be done. We have numerous enemies. We have a 
g rea t deal ye t to  accomplish. We have go t to  m obilize ever more 
pow erfu l forces behind our na tiona l cam paign to make the President- 
pardon the 18 and to  prepare the way fo r  the repeal o f the S m ith  
“ Gag”  A c t.
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d is rup tion  cam paign to fu r th e r  
the fram eup o f the 18 and sabo­
tage th e ir  defense.

This scabby cam paign was 
clim axed yesterday, ju s t p r io r  to 
to n ig h t’s m eeting, when the D a ily  
W orke r published a column th ro w ­
in g  ty p ic a l S ta lin is t f i l t h  a t the 
im prisoned T ro tsky is ts , con ju ring  
up a lin k  between them and the 
H itle r is m  o f which they have been 
the m ost consistent and uncom­
prom is ing  opponents, and s land­
e rin g  the labor speakers sched­
uled to p a rtic ip a te  in  the mass 
m eeting as " to o ls ”  being "used” 
by the T ro ts k y is t “ H it le r  agents.”

R E A F F IR M  SUPPO RT
F a r from  being in tim ida ted  by 

th is  attem pted smear, the speak­
ers dem onstra tive ly  rea ffirm e d  
th e ir  unconditional support fo r  
the im prisoned T ro tsky is ts  as 
w o rk ing  class v ic tim s  o f cap ita l­
is t  in justice . They pub lic ly  nailed 
the  slanders o f the S ta lin is ts , 
b rand ing  them as the m ost reac­
tion a ry  force in the labor move­
m ent and w a rn ing  o f th e ir  treach­
erous, s tr ikeb rea k ing  role.

George Baldanzi, a member o f 
the N a tion a l Com m ittee o f the 
CRDC and cha irm an o f the meet­
in g , speaking as an o ffic ia l repre­
sen tative o f hundreds o f thou­
sands o f CIO te x tile  w orkers, ex 
pressed the a ttitu d e  o f the most 
progressive sectors o f the labo r 
movem ent tow a rd  the case and 
the S ta lin is t sabotage campaign. 
A s k in g  the perm ission o f the au­
dience to make a special public 
declaration , he took up the S ta l­
in is t  slander cam paign and f lu n g  
the lie back. He said:

" In  the D a ily  W orker o f yes­
te rday, there  appeared in a col­
umn an a rtic le  which stated th a t 
Baldanzi is being ‘used’ by the 
T ro tsky is ts . I  w ant to  make i t  
c lear fo r  the record th a t I  am 
being ‘used’ by no one. I  come to 
speak here w ith  fu l l  knowledge 
o f the issues in th is  case on be­
h a lf  o f labo r v ic tim s  o f an un­
fa ir  law . I did the same th in g  
when Congress attem pted to  pass 
a law  to  deport H a rry  Bridges, 
and God knows 1 don’t  agree w ith  
H a rry  B ridges.

"W ith  th e ir  (S ta lin is t)  endorse­
ment o f the Baruch plan, w ith  
th e ir  reemphasis th a t they have 
a lw ays been fo r cap ita lism  and 
w ith  th e ir  pronouncement o f a no­
s tr ik e  p'edge a fte r  the w ar, as 
fa r  as 1 am concerned, th a t group

have already endorsed the cam -®  
paign and con tribu ted  financ ia l 
backing. “ We expect,”  he added, 
" th a t before many weeks have 
passed the num ber is go ing to 
go over 300.”

The reason fo r  th is  g ro w in g  
un ited support, he stated, was 
the increasing awareness o f ever 
la rg e r groups o f A m erican w o rk ­
ers th a t the M inneapo lis Labor 
Case is no t an exceptional a ttack 
by reaction, bu t “ one o f the 
beachheads established by the 
enemies o f labor and o f the demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts  o f the A m erican peo­
ple in th e ir  a ll-o u t offensive upon 
workers and c iv il r ig h ts .”  W hile  
the w orkers have been m aking  
ins trum en ts  o f w a rfa re  fo r  the 
fo re ign  fro n ts , “ th e ir  foes at

Thomas DeLorenzo, P resident 
o f B rew ster A eronau tica l Local 
365, U A W -C IO , addressing the 
CRDC mass m eeting.

home in  W ash ing ton and W a ll 
S tree t have been fo rg in g  lega l 
weapons fo r  use in th e ir  class 
f ig h t  aga inst the r ig h ts  and in ­
terests o f organized labo r.”  He 
pointed to the recent federa l in ­
d ic tm ent o f Thomas De Lorenzo, 
one o f the labor speakers, as a 
rem inder th a t " th e  same federal 
fram eup system th a t p u t the 18 
behind bars is in  active  opera­
tion .”

IL L U S IO N  D 1S P E LLE P
M any people, he stated, had 

been under the illu s ion  th a t the 
governm ent would no t go th rough  
w ith  the fram eup. The im p rison ­
ment o f the 18 and the th ree ­
tim e re fusa l o f the “ Roosevelt- 
re juvenated”  Supreme C ourt to 
rev iew  the convictions have la rge­
ly  dispelled th is  illus ion . “ Now 
we’re tak in g  the case to the I ’ resi-, 
dent and dem anding th a t lie who

Speech of De Lorenzo
(The fo llo w in g  speech, excerpts o f which are rep rin ted  here were 

delivered by Thomas De Lorenzo, President o f B rew ste r Local 365 
U A W -C IO  a t CRDC Mass M eeting  a t the H ote l D ip lom at, June 8, 
1944.]

M r. Chairm an, B ro thers and S isters:
The M inneapolis case to m y way o f th in k in g  is not an isolated 

case. I believe th a t a ll over the coun try , in  various form s, govern­
ment o ffic ia ls  are ta k in g  rep risa ls  aga inst the organ izations and 
groups who have the courage to speak fo r  w hat they believe.

I  could perhaps best il lu s tra te  m y tho ugh t on th is  m a tte r by 
g iv in g  you some o f the h ig h lig h ts  o f the ' B rew ste r s itua tion . We 
had the f i r s t  union shop in the a irc ra f t  in d u s try  and we have been 
a ta rg e t no t on ly  o f the m anufacture rs in  the a irc ra f t  in d u s try , 'b u t 
o f the governm ent, because o f th is  p a rtic u la r union shop provision 
th a t we had in  our con tract.

A p p ro x im a te ly  two years ago the N avy  D epartm ent seized the 
B rew ste r p la n t by p res iden tia l order. I t  has been the on ly  p la n t th a t 
was ever seized, o f the seventeen taken on pres identia l order, where 
there were no labor disputes pending a t th a t tim e. I t  is tru e  there 
have been p len ty  o f labor disputes since th a t tim e, and fo r  a very  
good reason.

B efore the navy o r governm ent re tu rned  the p la n t to p riva te  
ownership, they made the p rinc ip a l stockholders in  th a t corpora tion 
p u t up th e ir  stock in  escrow w ith  the N avy  D epartm ent, w h ile  the 
N avy selected the people to  run the p lan t. The p la n t was re turned 
in th ir t y  days; the re  was a g re a t hu llabaloo ra ised when the p lan t 
was seized bu t no t a word when i t  was re turned .

We have had one continuous f ig h t  w ith  the m anagement th a t 
represented the N avy. Th is managem ent was t ry in g  to  ru n  the p lan t 
and the union a t the same tim e, and to break the union. I  w an t to 
te ll you th a t the p rim e objective o f th a t p lan t managem ent was not 
production; the m anagem ent did no t g ive a dam n about production. 
They were on ly  in terested in  b reak ing  the  union. . .

I t  seems to  me th a t anyone who has had the courage to / f ig h t fo r  
those th ings  which he believes in has to s u ffe r  in  some fo rm  or an­
other, and I am not the ta rg e t. In  spite o f the fa c t th a t I  have been 
indicted, i t  is n o t I. I t  is the union con trac t w h ich  exists in  th a t p la n t 
which the N avy D epartm ent doesn’t like . In  ordfer to make sure th a t 
the union con trac t is  go ing to be w iped ou t in  one fo rm  o r another, 
they cancelled the con tract fo r  th a t en tire  p lan t. . .

In  v iew  o f the fa c t  th a t they have s ta rted  on us and w il l  prob­
ab ly continue on other labor organ izations and unions in  the coun­
try ,  now is the tim e th a t we m ust be prepared and organized, and 
organized w e ll, in  o rder to p reven t th is  same so rt o f th in g  fro m  
happening a ll over the coun try . . .

I would like  to say in conclusion th a t we are in  en tire  sym pathy 
and support o f these eighteen bro thers  and th a t we w il l  support 
them and th a t we w il l  take every op p o rtu n ity  to  aid these eighteen 
bro thers who are at the present tim e incarcerated. Thank you.

MESSAGES FROM TH E  PRISONERS
George Novack, N a tion a l S ecre tary o f the CRDC, read the fo l­

lo w in g  messages from  the M inneapolis Labor Case prisoners to the 
piass m eeting a t the H ote l D ip lom at, New Y o rk , on June 8.

F rom  F a rre ll Dobbs: “ I t  is d if f ic u lt  to  convey to one on the 
outside how much i t  means to a prisoner to have a l i t t le  m oney to 
buy tobacco, f r u it ,  candy and a few  o ther extras  obtainable a t the 
prison  com m issary and to be able to subscribe to  a newspaper.”  
(T h is  comment was made on the re lie f provided by the CRDC to 
the  prisoners and th e ir  fa m ilie s .)

“ The most im p o rtan t news was tha t the CRDC had acted p ro m p t­
ly  in p rov id ing  financ ia l assistance to  my fa m ily . N o th in g  can be, 
more crue l in prison than the m ental to rtu re  o f a helpless prisoner 
who is to rn  by anx ie ty  fo r  his loved ones.”

From  A lb e rt G oldm an: “ Ours is a sm all am ount bu t i t  makes 
a b ig  d iffe rence in the life  o f a prisoner. We are fo rtu n a te  in th a t 
we have an o rgan iza tion  behind us cons tan tly  to  ag ita te  fo r  our 
release and to help make our lives in prison a l i t t le  m ore bearable. 
The progress the CRDC is m aking in e n lis tin g  support fo r  u» is 
g re a t encouragem ent.”

F rom  Grace C arlson: “ I t  is a g re a t sa tis fac tion  to know how 
much our CRDC friends w il l  do fo r  us. When the prison bars close 
around one, i t  becomes te r r ib ly  e 'ear th a t ‘no force on earth  is 
weaker than the feeble s treng th  o f one.’ ”

F rom  James P. Cannon, V incen t Dunne, and o thers : "T ha nk  the 
CRDC— thank the CRDC. . .”

Mass Meeting Telegram
T he following telegram was sent to President Roosevelt on 

nnc 8 by unanimous vote of the mass meeting:
The C iv il Rights Defense Committee Mass Meeting Com­

prising 800 Workers and Defenders of C iv il Liberties Assembled 
lere Tonight at the Hotel Diplomat, 108 W. 43rd St., New York 
Tty. Unanimously Urges That You Pardon the 18 Minneapolis 
I ruckdriver Local 544-CIO and Socialist Workers Party J.ead- 
rs Now in Prison. Victims of the Infamous Smith "Gag" Act.

UAW LEADER BACKS F IG H T
The in te rfe ren ce  o f governm ental agencies in to  the in te rna l prob­

lems o f unions as exem plified  by the use o f the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t to 
e lim inate  the eighteen trade un ion ists is a dangerous precedent. I  
jo in  w ith  you in your appeal to the P resident to  free  the eighteen.

H A R R Y  S IL V E R M A N  
In te rn a tio n a l Representative, U A W -C IO

has fo rfe ite d  any r ig h t to speak 
fo r  the w orkers o f A m erica.”

B A C K  CRDC
He added: “ Speaking fo r  the 

T e x tile  U n ion o f A m erica , I  w ish 
to  state th a t our na tiona l council 
has endorsed th is  m ovem ent o f 
the CRDC and we in tend to  con­
tinue  our support.”

George Novack, who had ju s t 
re tu rned  fro m  a three m on th ’s 
coast-to-coast to u r addressing 
union and c iv il r ig h ts  groups in  
a ll the p rinc ip a l cities, was then 
in troduced as the m ain speaker 
o f the evening.

Novack described the w arm  re ­
sponse he had received every­
where to his appeal on beha lf 
o f the 18 from  “ m any d iffe re n t 
groups representing  the m ost p ro ­
gressive forces in A m erica ; trade 
unions, N egro organ iza tions, fa rm  
bodies, u n ive rs ity  audiences, c iv il 
lib e rtie s  organ iza tions.”  He spoke 
before ra ilroa d , auto, steel, ru b ­
ber, sh ipyard and o ther w orkers 
in  leading industries.

T R E M E N D O U S  IN C R E A S E
He emphasized the trem en­

dous increase in  support fo r  the 
CRDC campaign in recent months, 
no ting  tha t over 200 union bodies

pa rtic ipa ted  in  in it ia t in g  th is  p ro ­
secution redress our grievances 
by pardoning the 18. He’s made a 
lot. o f promises. Wc w ant a down 
paym ent here and now on th a t 
'prom issory note he gave fo r  free 
dom o f speech— the f i r s t  o f the 
fo u r freedom s.”

He acknowledged the tire less 
w o rk  o f the CRDC and the aid 
given by the A m erican C iv il L ib ­
e rties U n ion, W orkers  Defense 
League, and o ther organ izations 
w h ich have broken th rou gh  the 
B ig  Business and governm ent 
conspiracy o f silence on th is  case. 
He pointed ou t th a t a ll o f the 
fam ous c’ass-w ar prisoner cases, 
Mooney and B illin g s , Sacco and 
V anze tti, etc., became na tiona l 
and w o rld  issues on ly  a fte r  they 
were made celebrated causes by 
“ sm all reso lu te bands.”

Novack stated th a t h is v is it  
w ith  14 o f the .p risoners  a t Sand­
stone P e n ite n tia ry  was a h igh - 
po in t o f his tou r. He described 
the w o rk  and a c tiv itie s  o f these 
union and -socialist leaders behind 
prison bars. They are eager fo r  
books and are devoting them  
selves to in tensive study in order 
to f i t  themselves fo r  more ef 
fe c tivc  pa rtic ip a tio n  in the revo

Nelson Backs Fight to Free the 18
Dear Sirs and Brothers:

I am sorry that I cannot attend your Mass Meeting on 
une 8th since I w ill be at the International Ladies’ Garment 

Workers’ Union Convention in Boston.
Our Local Union has adopted a resolution that our Conven­

tion goes on record demanding the immediate pardon of the 18 
Minneapolis labor leaders. You may be assured that our local 
union w ill do everything possible to make its contribution for 
the liberation of these labor leaders.

LOUIS NELSON, Manager Secretary 
Knitgoods Workers’ Union Local 155, ILG W U-AFL

 sion o f so lid a rity  w ith  h is union, 
which recen tly  conducted a m il i­
ta n t “ s it - in ”  dem onstra tion to 
f ig h t  a mass la y -o ff,  and a pledge 
o f support fo r  his defense in  the 
governm ent’s pro jected fram eup 
against h im  as the leader o f one 
o f .the m ost progressive un ion 
locals in the country.

De Lorenzo declared th a t both 
the M inneapo lis case and his own 
persecution are p a r t o f the gener­
al d rive  against labor. “ The M in ­
neapolis case to m y w ay o f th in k ­
ing  is no t isolated. 1 believe th a t 
a ll over the coun try  the govern­
ment o ffic ia ls  are ta k in g  rep risa l 
agains groups who have the cour­
age to  say w ha t they believe.”

He illu s tra te d  his po in t w ith  the 
example o f the un ion-busting  
drive conducted by the N avy  De­
pa rtm ent aga inst his own union 
and the e f fo r t  o f the governm ent 
to silence him  w ith  the th re a t o f 
prison. “ In  view  o f the fa c t th a t 
these persecutions o f labor have 
started  w ith  us, we m ust o rgan­
ize a pow erfu l movement in  our 
own defense. M y union is in  en tire  
sym pathy w ith  these 18 brothers, 
and wc hope we w il l  have the op­
p o rtu n ity  to do some good work 
on th e ir  beha lf.”

D A N IE L  B E L L
Danie l B e ll, who is a member 

o f the N a tiona l Com m ittee o f  the 
CRDC, spoke as e d ito r o f The 
New Leader, organ o f the Social- 
Dem ocratic Federation. He de­
clared th a t “ i t  was the ta le n t o f 
the le ft-w in g  movement to seize 
upon cases o f in jus tice  and o r ­
ganize to oppose them , th a t b u ilt  
the labor movement we have to ­
day.”

B ell warned th a t “ the reaction­
a ry  elements are m assing th e ir  
forces p repa ring  to crack down 
on labor. I f  we lose in  the M in ­
neapolis case, others w i l l  fo llow . 
Remember, he who gives a sm all 
f in g e r to the D ev il, has lo s t an 
a rm .”  He added a sharp denun­
c ia tion  o f the S ta lin is ts  whom 
he charged “ have sought to sabo­
tage in  various unions the e ffo r ts  
to free these im prisoned men.”

Roger B a ldw in , who has given 
inva luab le aid to  the defense o f 
the 18, declared: “ The A C L U  has 
been w ith  the CRDC fro m  the 
ve ry  inception o f the  case and 
w il l  be w ith  you u n t il the las t 
man is ou t o f prison .”  He stated 
th a t his “ No. 1 Deplore”  was the 
“ re fusa l o f the Supreme C o u rt 
three tim es to  rev iew  these con­
v ic tions”  which involved a “ m ost 
f la g ra n t v io la tio n  o f the F irs t  
Am endm ent to  the C o nstitu tion .”

He charged th a t th is  was a 
"p o lit ic a l case g row ing  out o f the 
perversion o f powers o f govern­
ment by a trade  union leader, 
Danie l Tobin. A  p o lit ic a l debt was 
paid. The ch ie f professed cla im  
o f the a d m in is tra tion  is its  desire 
to spread freedom  o f speech, 
which is denied a t home by pe r­
secuting these 18.”

B a ldw in , who has defended the 
S ta lin is ts  fro m  persecution scores 
o f tim es, flayed them  fo r  th e ir  
treacherous aid to  the governm ent 
fram eup, cha rg ing  th a t “ the Com­
m unist P a rty  has approved th is  
persecution under the S m ith  
‘Gag’ A ct. Y et th is  law  was pass­
ed o r ig in a lly  aga inst the Com­
m un is t P a rty  its e lf . ”

lu tio n a ry  movem ent when they  
are once more free . He also v is ­
ited K e lly  Postal before the fo r ­
mer secre ta ry-treasu re r o f Local 
544 was released on parole, a fte r  
serv ing  m any m onths o f a prison 
sentence a t S tillw a te r fo r  the 
“ c rim e”  o f tra n s fe rr in g  his loca l’s 
funds, a t the d irection  o f the 
m embership, fro m  the A F L  to its  
CIO a ff ilia t io n . I t  was the w o rk  
o f the CRDC in  arousing w ide­
spread labo r p ro test, Novack 
said, th a t had led to  P osta l’s re ­
lease.

S T A L IN IS T  S LA N D E R S
Novack assailed the g row ing  

s in is te r cam paign o f the S ta lin ­
ists, the “ members and fo llow ers  
o f the ex-C om m unist e x -P a rty ”  
who everywhere tr ie d  to  sabotage 
his meetings w ith  slander and 
o u tr ig h t lynch in c ita tio n . He l ik ­
ened the S ta lin is t press campaign 
aga inst the 18 to  “ W estbrook 
P eg ler’s recent a ttack  on De L o ­
renzo.”

O thers have ignored the M in ­
neapolis Labor Case, he pointed 
out, but the S ta lin is ts  alone arc 
t ry in g  to stab the 18 class-war 
prisoners in the back when they 
are in prison and unable to  an­
swer th e ir  slanders. N o t content 
th a t the F B I p lit  the 18 in prison, 
“ these S ta lin is t snakes are now 
try in g  to continue to p ile up the 
fram eup.”  B ut. he added, “ I  am 
glad to  say these rascals are not

The w orkers in  n o rth  I ta ly  are con tinu ing to s trugg le  heroic­
a lly  aga inst the N az i oppressors. The N azi caption on th is  photo­
graph, which comes fro m  Lisbon, P ortuga l, says i t  was taken in  
a no rth  Ita lia n  tow n where German police un its  were “ attacked 
by a group o f partisans who took possession o f the tow n a fte r  
besieging the German fo r t  fo r  ten  days.”

Cabinet o f Badoglio  
Thrown in to Discord

Crosswaith Sends Message 
of Solidarity

M y spirit w ill be with you at, the meeting and I wish for 
you and your colleagues the fullest measure of success in your 
efforts to aid the workers involved in that case in particular and 
the cause of labor in general.

FRANK R. CROSSWA1TH
C hairm an, Negro Labor Com m ittee, IL G W U -A F L

representa tive  o f the m ain stream  
o f progressive labor today.”

H enry  F ru c h te r spoke as the 
representative o f the CIO R eta il 
and W holesale W orkers  U n ion 
and also , as the personal rep re ­
sen tative o f Samuel W olchock, 
U R W D E -C IO  President. W olch­
ock sent his reg re ts  th a t he was 
unable to p a rtic ip a te  in  person 
because he was compelled to be 
ou t o f tow n in  connection w ith  
his tes tim ony aga ins t Sewell L. 
A v e ry ’s policies, a t a Congres­
sional hearing  on the M ontgom ery 
W ard Case.

The U R W D E  N a tion a l Educa­
tiona l D ire c to r expressed the sup­
p o rt o f his un ion fo r  the CRDC 
cam paign. “ Please be assured,”  
he emphasized, “ we are w ith  you 
in every respect. W c have such 
pow erfu l enemies on the r ig h t—
I was go ing to  say also on the 
left. (S ta lin is ts ),*  bu t no longer 
on the le ft— th a t I  don 't w an t to 
emphasize d ifferences. I ju s t 
w an t to assure you we arc behind 
you 100 per cent.”  To back up 
his assurance w ith  concrete ac­
tions, F ru ch te r con tribu ted $50 
from  his union to the M inneapolis 
prisoners’ re lie f fund, declaring 
tha t th is  was m erely a "token 
paym ent.”

A N  O V A T IO N
An o v a t  i o n was accorded 

Thomas Dc Lorenzo when he was 
introduced. T h is  was an expres-

_________________________________

MESSAGE FROM  JAMES T . FARRELL
The fo llo w in g  message from  James T . F a rre ll, famous novelist, 

was read a t the mass m eeting held on June 8 in  New Y o rk  C ity  to 
demand pardon fo r  the 18 M inneapo lis p risoners:

“ A llo w  me to  send my best wishes to  the m eeting. I  w ish once 
again to express m y s o lid a rity  w ith  you in the e f fo r t  to  free the 18 
M inneapo lis defendants. Now, less than ever, can anyone a ffo rd  
to  be an in d iffe re n t w itness when the destruction  o f labo r’s r ig h ts  
and c iv il libe rtie s  is invo lved.”  .

N O R M A N  TH O M A S
Norm an Thomas, who was re ­

cen tly  nom inated as the Socia list 
P a rty  candidate fo r  U . S. P res i­
dent, declared th a t “ as long as 
these 18 are in  prison there  is 
no guarantee th a t any m an can 
say w ha t is in his hea rt i f  he is 
sha rp ly  c r it ic a l o f the governm ent 
and the w a r.”  He charged the 
Supreme C ourt w ith  “ cowardice”  
fo r  fa ilu re  to review  the case. 
“ T h is  New Deal, th is  lib e ra l Su­
preme C ourt evaded the issue.”

“ Basica lly, in  term s o f our rec­
ognized r ig h ts , we are worse o f f  
than in the f i r s t  W orld  W a r,”  
Thomas stated. "O u r con s titu tion ­
al libe rties  have been more seri­
ously breached in th is  w a r.”  The 
M inneapolis case, he said, should 
be “ like  a flam e o f f ire  to  k ind le  
men’s ' hearts.”  The ro le  o f the 
S ta lin is ts  in the M inneapolis case, 
he said, has never had its  shame­
fu l like  in the whole h is to ry  o f 
the labo r movement.

A lb e rt Gates, E d ito r o f Labpr 
A ction , stated th a t the case sets 
a dangerous precedent, and is es­
pec ia lly  im p o rta n t because i t  is 
directed against a revo lu tiona ry  
o rgan iza tion  o f the w o rk in g  class. 
He warned o f fu r th e r  repressions 
to fo llow , and declared “ th is  case 
requires the u tm ost v ig ilance o f 
the w o rk in g  class, especially on 
the p a rt o f its  m ost m ilita n t and 
conscious elements,”

F o llow ing  an appeal by George 
Novack, the audience gave a m a t­
e ria l dem onstration o f th e ir  sup­
po rt fo r  the defense o f the 18 
and the f ig h t fo r  labo r’s r ig h ts , 
by c o n trib u tin g  over $400 in a 
collection to provide re lie f fo r  the 
prisoners’ fam ilies .

READ
THE FOURTH 

INTERNATIONAL

(Continued from  page 1)
o f the armed forces is  held f i r m ­
ly  by reaction th rough  an old- 
line m onarch ist nob'e, Count 
A lessandro Casati, who was g iven 
the M in is try  o f W a r and A v ia ­
tion . Bonomi, in  add ition  to  the 
prem iersh ip , holds the fo re ig n  
and in te r io r  m in is tr ies . The S ta l­
in is t T o g lia tt i continues as a m in ­
is te r o f state w ith o u t p o rtfo lio , 
w h ile the S ta lin is t Fausto G ullo 
rem ains m in is te r o f a g ricu ltu re .

The new governm ent is no t a 
typ ica l coa lition  dem ocratic gov­
ernm ent. I t  is a p i t i fu l  ca rica ture  
o f a dem ocratic coa lition  which 
bu t th in ly  hides the rea l re la tio n ­
ship— a police m ilita ry  d ic ta to r­
ship propped up by fo re ig n  bay­
onets. L ike  the Badog lio  govern­
ment i t  w i l l  ru le  by decree. L ike  
the Badoglio governm ent its  on ly 
power is th a t which the A llie d  
conquerors choose to  g ive it .  L ike  
the Badoglio governm ent, i t  w i l l  
re ly  on the sm all reconstitu ted 
Ita lia n  arm y under the leadership 
o f the monarchy and the “ K in g ’s 
men” . L ike  the Badoglio govern­
ment, i t 'h a s  accepted« and m ust 
live  up to the term s o f the d ra ­
conic A rm is tice  term s o f the A l­
lies. N o th in g  essential has chang­
ed.

The rea l power o f course re ­
mains w ith  the A M G  —  the A llie d  
M il ita ry  Governm ent o f the im ­
pe ria lis ts . W h ile  g iv in g  them  sup­
p o rt aga inst the masses, Roose­
v e lt and C h urch ill continue tre a t­
in g  th e ir  Ita lia n  tools as repre­
sentatives o f a hum ilia ted , con­
quered nation. One o f the f i r s t  
acts o f the A M G  ch ie f in  Rome, 
Brig.-G en. E dgar E . Hume, was 
to appo in t a new m ayor o f the 
c ity  v ir tu a lly  over the  head o f 
the puppet Ita lia n  governm ent. 
N O B LE  P R IN C E

Whom did Hum e select —  an 
an ti-fa sc is t, an ti-m onarch is t rep ­
resentative o f the people? B y  no 
means! The man chosen was 
Prince F ilippo  P am ph ili, describ­
ed as the “ scion o f one o f the o ld­
est noble fam ilies  in  Rome.”  To 
emphasize the p o lit ic a l con tinu­
i ty  symbolized bjr the appo in t­
ment, the fa c t th a t there is to  be 
no break w ith  the m onarch ist- 
ca p ita lis t past i f  the A llie s  can 
possib ly prevent it ,  the appo in t­
m ent was described by the N . Y . 
T im es as one which “ fo llow s  an 
ancient custom o f nam ing a Ro­
man prince as M ayo r.”

T h a t the im p e ria lis ts  are main-

are w orried  by the mass tu rb u l­
ence which necessitated the cab i­
net s h ift ,  was also indicated by 
the action o f Roosevelt in  o rder­
ing  M yron  C. T ay lo r, his rep re ­
sentative a t the V atican, to  p ro­
ceed post-haste to Rome from  
W ashington in  order to confer 
w ith  the Pope.

The Papal Church is one o f the 
most im p o rta n t arm s o f the  re ­
action. I t  stands in  w ith  the po­
lic e -m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip , w ith  
the monarchy, and w ith  the A l­
lied au tho ritie s  as a bu lw a rk  
against social revo lu tion .

Because o f the con tinu ing  op­
position o f the Ita lia n  masses to 
the m onarchy and a ll o the r fo rm s 
o f reaction , and because o f the 
g ro w in g  re vo lu tio n a ry  fe rm en t 
caused by hunger and oppression, 
the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  en te rta in  
m ere ly the m eager hope th a t the 
governm ent o f Bonom i “ may 
la s t”  u n t il the N azis have been 
driven fro m  no rthern  I ta ly .

Events w ill prove th a t i t  pos­
sesses no more s ta b ility  than the 
Badoglio governm ent. I f  the  op­
position o f the masses in  the ru ­
ra l south was su ffic ie n t to cause 
the ouster o f K in g  V ic to r E m m a­
nuel, and i f  the expulsion o f the 
Nazis fro m  Rome could cause the 
Badoglio cab inet to topple, w ha t 
is lik e ly  to  happen when A llie d  
“ lib e ra tio n ”  comes to  the indus­
t r ia l areas o f no rth e rn  I ta ly ?

LONG T R A D IT IO N
In M ilan , T u r in  and Genoa the 

w orkers  have a long tra d it io n  o f 
revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le . F o r  
m onths they have been b a ttlin g  
w ith  epic courage and heroism  
aga inst the Nazis, on one occasion 
p a ra lyz ing  these cities w ith  a 
g re a t general s tr ike . W ill they 
watch the Nazis go, g iv in g  them  
a h e fty  boot to  send them  on th e ir  
way, on ly in  order to  subm it 
themselves to  a new oppression 
under Prince U m berto  and the 
Bonomi cabinet and the A M G ?

The question its e lf  suggests the 
answer. Bonomi and his “ much 
more dem ocratic”  cabinet w i l l  d is­
appear in to  lim bo as did the cabi­
net o f Badoglio. No t r ic k  o r de­
vice can’ save i t  fro m  being 
swamped in the g re a t tide  o f the 
Ita lia n  revo lu tion .

W ho is Bonom i? H is  p o litica l 
b iog raphy is ex trem e ly  reveal­
ing. In  June, 1921 he was asked 
by K in g  V ic to r Em m anuel to 
fo rm  a cabinet in succession to

s itua tion  engendered by  the  pos t­
w a r cris is . Cabinets were con­
structed on ly to  collapse a f te r  a 
few  weeks or m onths in  office . 
T h e ir in s ta b ility  re flected the in ­
s ta b ility  o f class re la tions. The 
w orkers had sh o rtly  before seized 
the fac to ries . M usso lin i, in  the 
service o f b ig  cap ita l, was m ar­
sh a lling  and d r i l l in g  h is  fa s c is t 
b lacksh irts  in  p repa ra tion  fo r  his 
crush ing o f the labo r m ovem ent 
and estab lish ing  the Fasc is t D ic ­
ta to rsh ip .

“ The h is to ry  o f the Bonom i 
Cabinet o f June 1921 to  F eb ru a ry  
1922,”  w rite s  Count Carlo S forza 
in his recent book Contem porary 
I ta ly ,  “ could on ly  be the h is to ry  
o f the c o n flic t o f Fascism  w ith  
the social o rder and the a u th o r ity  
o f the State. .

A nd  w h a t happened? U nde r 
his p rem iersh ip  the forces o f fa s ­
cism grew  and were pe rm itte d  to  
te rro rize  the whole coun try , to  a t­
tack and destroy trade un ion 
headquarters, break up w o rke rs ’ 
dem onstrations, k i l l  w ork ing-c lass 
m ilita n ts .

As S forza goes on to re la te , the 
fasc is ts  had g iven an open chal­
lenge. “ The Fascis t P a rty  should 
have been dissolved. . . B u t the 
Governm ent dared no t accept the  
challenge.”  I t  passed fro m  the 
scene and on ly  one more “ demo­
c ra tic ”  cabinet was to appear be­
fore M usso lin i staged h is m arch 
on Rome.

OPPOSE R E G IM E
The masses o f I ta ly  w a n t peace 

and bread and lib e rty . N ine  
months o f “ lib e ra tio n ”  a la  Roose­
v e lt and C h u rch ill have plunged 
them  deeper in to  the bloody m o­
rass o f w a r and they have n e ithe r 
bread nor lib e r ty  —  on ly  hunger 
and enslavement under a police- 
m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip , crowned by 
the ro tten  m onarchy and held up 
by A llie d  bayonets.

The w orkers and Ih e ir  class 
a llies, the fa rm ers  and the c ity  
poor, w il l unquestionably oppose 
the reg im e o f Bonom i as they did  
the regim e o f Badoglio. They w il l  
s trugg le  to  establish w orkers ’ 
committees, Soviets, elected on 
the basis o f popu lar representa­
tion , to  repel every advance o f 
reaction and to  prepare the es­
tab lishm ent o f th e ir  own govern­
ment, which w i l l  f ig h t  fo r  bread 
and peace and proceed tow ards 
the bu ild ing  o f a socia lis t society.
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T H H M I L I T A N T — f i v e

By Charles Jackson

Segregation in Industry
The forced separation o f indus­

t r ia l  w orkers in to  d iffe re n t plants 
o r p a rts  o f a p lan t pure ly  on a 
rac ia l basis is one o f th e -m o s t 
vicious methods used by manage­
ment to underm ine the un ity  o f 
the labor movement. T h is  is es­
pecia lly true  when w orkers are 
do ing the iden tica l job and there­
by can be more easily forced in to  
acute economic com petition w ith  
each other.

In  some shops i t  lias been easy 
fo r  the em ployers to  sell th is  re ­
ac tio n a ry  idea o f separatism  to 
the  w orkers. E specia lly  gu llib le  
were the m is in fo rm ed  southern 
w h ites who had been in d o c trin ­
ated w ith  a groundless superio r­
i t y  complex based on skin color. 
The boss also had the assistance 
o f N egro U ncle Toms as w e ll as 
conscientious bu t sho rt sighted 
“ race leaders”  who admonished: 
“ I f  they don’t  w a n t to w o rk  w ith  
us we should not t r y  to w o rk  
w ith  them .”

In  such preachments the segre­
ga tion is ts  were loud and w rong. 
T h e ir po licy  on ly  accentuated ra ­
c ia l pre judices, created d isu n ity  
in  the ranks o f the w o rk in g  peo­
ple and kep t th e ir  a tte n tio n  d i­
verted aw ay from  the low  wages 
and bad w o rk in g  conditions com­
mon to  both groups o f w orkers. 
The boss a lw ays had a stock ex­
p lanation  fo r  th is  po licy  th a t is 
serv ing  h im  so w e ll: “ The w h ite  
w on ’t  w o rk  w ith  the  colored; the 
colored don’t  w a n t to w o rk  w ith  
the w h ite . I t  is o f th e ir  own 
choosing so there  is no th ing  I  
can do about i t . ”

The consequences, however, of 
p la n t segregation as opposed to 
com plete in te g ra tion , are now be­
in g  d a ily  la id  bare before the eyes 
o f Negro and w h ite  w orkers  alike. 
W e had a negative example w ith  
the recent rum ors o f r io ts  in the 
A labam a D ry  Dock and S h ip­
b u ild in g  Company in  M obile. One 
yea r ago Roosevelt’s FEPC in ­
troduced widespread segregation 
here under the guise o f “ more 
o p p o rtu n ity ”  fo r  Negro w orkers. 
They were confined to  W ays 1. 
to  1 in the no rth  yard  w h ile 
w h ites ' worked ways 5 to  12 in  
the south yard, w ith  the excep­
tion , o f course, o f enough N e­
groes to do the d ir t ie s t p a rt o f 
a ll the jobs.

T H R E A T E N E D  RIO TS

Reportedly, the w h ite  w orkers 
threatened r io ts  aga inst the co l­
ored w orkers  because the la tte r  
fin ished bu ild in g  a ship too fast. 
O bviously such a condition is 
m anagem ent-insp ired. Such a ru ­
m or o r such a r io t  would be cal­
culated to b r in g  on ly  d isrepute to 
the labor movement. To show th a t 
an an ti-N e g ro  lynch cam paign is 
being planned whereby the w h ite  
w o rkers  w i l l  be blamed in  the 
eyes o f the pub lic  fo r  te rro rism  
a c tu a lly  p rec ip ita ted  by the com­
pany ’s henchmen, I quote the 
fo llo w in g  fro m  the Chicago De­
fender o f June 10: “ W hen in te r ­
viewed about the r io t  rum or, G. 
F. F loyd, ass is tant general m an­
ager, stated th a t the company 
was ready fo r  any emergency, and 
would meet fo rce  w ith  force i f  
troub le  should break. He revealed 
th a t soldiers would be called in 
fro m  B rookley fie ld , th a t State 
h ighw ay pa tro lm en were in  a 
s tate o f readiness, th a t c ity  and
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county law  enforcem ents had been 
n o tifie d  o f the rum or, and th a t 

 the companies guards had been 
increased.”  I t  is obvious th a t th is  
a n ti-w o rk in g  class “ r io t ”  is be­
ing  ve ry  w e ll organized.

CO NSEQ UENCES OF 
J IM  CROW

I f  these men were w o rk in g  side 
by side in these sh ipyards, d is­
cussing grievances and w o rk ing  
conditions in  common union meet- 

I ings and w a lk in g  w ith  each o ther 
in p icke t lines when conditions 
made th a t necessary then there 
would be no w ay fo r  m anagem ent 
to  in s tiga te  a r io t.  A s long as you 
need a man you w i l l  no t harm  
h im . Remember th a t. I t  holds tru e  
regardless o f you r personal like  
or d is like  fo r  h im . Had these 
w orkers been in teg ra ted  reg a rd ­
less o f race in W ays 1 to 12 in ­
stead o f separated by the FEPC  
p lan in to  com peting sections o f 
colored 1 to -1 and w h ite  5 to 12, 
they would have realized th a t 
they need each other's help in 
so lv ing m utua l p ro b lem s.' T ha t 
such problem s ex is t, the re  is no 
doubt.

On the o ther side o f the score 
board we recen tly  had w h ite  
w orkers in  B rid ge po rt, Conn, 
w a lk in g  o f f  the job  and re fus ing  
to re tu rn  u n til managem ent ceas­
ed its  d is u n ify in g  po licy o f re ­
fus in g  to upgrade and in teg ra te  
qua lified  N egro  w orkers. Such 
action did no t necessarily connote 
frien dsh ip  fo r  the N egro people 
on the p a rt o f hundreds o f B ridge ­
po rt w hites. In d iv id u a l frie n d s  
take to each o ther because th e ir  
personalities click and no t because 
o f the color o f skin, eyes o r ha ir. 
Common economic in te rests , how­
ever, o ften transcend prejudices. 
In  B ridgeport, the re fore , those 
w h ite  workers had found out tha t 
th e ir  union made them strong. 
They a’ so had found th a t rac ia l 
separatism  made th e ir  union 
weak. I f  your r ig h t arm  was free 
bu t your le ft  arm  tied  up behind 
you, you would no t have to  have 
any special love fo r tied-up arm s 
in order to demand tha t yours 
should be freed before you re ­
turned to  the f ig h t.

COM M ON IN T E R E S T S

B y W orking side by side we 
come to rea lize th a t we have the 
same common in te rests ; to do the 
same w ork in separate locations is 
to be fa lse ly  poisoned w ith  the 
notion th a t we have c o n flic tin g  
in terests. In  s o lid a rity , and on ly 
in  so lid a rity , is  there s treng th . 
There fore both w h ite  and colored 
w orkers m ust, i f  on ly  ou t o f se lf 
in te rest, constantly  p ro tes t any 
a ttem p t by the em ployers to 
practice segregation. Segregation 
is a m a jo r grievance and we m ust 
a ll f ig h t  aga inst i t  in  a m a jo r 
way. W e m ust destroy i t  by the 
force o f our action before i t  de­
stroys us by the force o f its  ac­
tion . A n y  who counsel the ac­
ceptance o f segregation in any 
p a r t o f the p lan t are enemies o f 
the union and the labor move­
ment. T h is  holds true  regardless 
o f color.

A no ther po in t made clear by 
the course o f events is the reac­
tio n a ry  role o f “ frien ds ”  o f the 
Negro people and “ fr ie n d s ”  o f 
labor and the governm enta l agen­
cies. W ith  the support, o f the lib ­
era ls they set ou t to  “ open up 
oppo rtun ities ”  bu t caution against 
expecting too much, nam ely, era­
dication o f separatism . They have 
buffa loed us long enough. They 
are not our friends because the 
real consequences o f th e ir  po licy 
is to render the labo ring  class 
im potent. A  f ig h t  against d is c r i­
m ination w ith ou t abolish ing seg­
regation is a fraud . We m ust de­
mand and f ig h t  fo r  the whole 
hog because the h a lf  hog they 
o ffe r  is a deadly poison.
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Johnston Speech Annoys Browder Gang
By A r t  Preis

Stalin’s American stooges 
were thrown into a.dither last 
week by the press reports, pass­
ed straight through ihe Krem­
lin censors, of hric Johnston’s 
speech before 100 Soviet trade 
and government officials in 
Moscow. The head of the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce, one of 
Wall Street’s principal agents, 
was the luncheon guest of lead­
ing Stalinist bureaucrats.

W hat agitated the Am erican 
S ta lin is ts  was not the fact tha t 
th is  B ig ' Business agent was be­
ing w ined and dined at the ex­
pense o f the Soviet workers and 
peasants, who have starved and 
died defending the f irs t  w o rke rs ’ 
state against the cap ita lis t im per­
ia lism  fo r  w h ich Johnston speaks.

Nor did these serv ile  tools of 
the K re m lin  find  cause fo r c r i t i ­
cism in  Johnston's u ltra -cap ita l­
is t utterances, and his attacks on 
socialism  and the heavy acclaim  
w ith  wh ich his reactionary re ­
m arks were received by the well- 
fed bureaucrats who applauded 
and laughed at Johnston's every 
“ w it ty "  sally.

No, w h a t cu t the Am erican 
S ta lin is ts  to the qu ick was John­
ston's uncom plim entary rem arks 
about the A m erican S ta lin is ts  and 
the big  laugh the assembled 
K re m lin  yes-men got out of his 
“ fra n k ”  and “ candid”  descrip tion 
of E a rl B row der and his crew.

“ Our A m erican Communists 
(S ta lin is ts ) . . . lack o r ig in a lity  
and realism . They s t i l l  fo llow  
and im ita te  w hat they th in k  is 
you r cu rre n t po licy,”  Johnston as­
serted. “ I f  you take pepper, they 
sneeze. I f  you have ind igestion, 
they belch. They annoy our trade 
unions more than they annoy our 
employers.”

G A LE S  OF M IR T H
These rem arks were enjoyed 

no end by Johnston’s audience, 
who hold th e ir  tools outside of 
the Soviet Union in  a contempt so 
complete they do not bother to 
conceal it .  As tile  United Press 
reported in  its  Moscow dispatch, 
“ they burst in to  gales of m ir th  at 
h is sallies a t Am erican Commun­
ists and M arx is ts .”

A Good Joke On Earl Browder
__________________________________________

SHOP - TALKS 
O N  SOCIALISM

By V. Grey

“ 1 suppose a ll the dopes in th is  
shop are going to elect the ir fo re ­
men when they have Socialism .”  
sneers Scissorb ill Sam. “ T hey 're  
go ing to vote fo r  th e ir  best 
Iriends o f course, o r fo r  the guys 
who’ ll le t everybody go to sleep 
on the job.”  We are used to hear­
ing  cracks like  th a t from  the 
bosses* man. But there are many 
good union men too, who have a 
fear tha t th ings  re a lly  m igh l go 
tha t way under socialism . They’ve 
often seen elections fo r  stewards 
tu rn  in to  “ po p u la rity  contests”  
and' they reason. “ W hy m ig h tn ’ t 
it be the same in e lecting a fo re ­
m an?”

W ell, maybe i t  would be the 
same in some cases, ju s t a t the 
beg inn ing—especially in isolated 
unorganized shops th a t hadn’t  
been th rough  any figh ts, where 
the fe llow s hadn’t  gone th rough  
the m ill.  B ut take you r own shop 
— i f  i t ’s organized. Sometimes 
when the boys elect a steward i t ’s 
a po p u la rity  contest, sure. B ut 
how is i t  when the re ’s a cris is  ? 
How is it when the steward has 
a real job  ahead o f h im ?  A nd he 
knows i t  and everybody knows 
it?  Is i t  a p o p u la r ity  contest 
then? Y ou ’re darned r ig h t  i t  
isn ’t. The best m an w ins. A nd 
i f  he isn ’t  the best man he has 
to step down p re tty  quick in favo r 
o f the man who is.

True, th is  process takes place 
on ly when th ings  are hum m ing, 
and the rank and file  are on th e ir  
toes. When they are qu ick to see 
where th e ir  in te rests are affected. 
W hen the y  see th a t w h a t h u rts  
one re a lly  does h u r t a ll. B ut a fte r  
they have once been th rough  an 
experience like  th is  and a s tr ike  
or two, th is  a tt itu d e  begins to 
stay w ith  them. L ife  and s tru g ­
gle soon teach them  i t  is  to th e ir  
in te rest to pu t the r ig h t  man in 
the r ig h t  job.

N E W  C O N D IT IO N S

Because, o f course, S cissorb ill 
$ain (the  bosses’ m an) is r ig h t  
in one respect. You wouldn’ t 
choose a forem an on the basis o f 
his a b ility  to push the men. Y'ou’d 
choose a man who puts human in ­
terests f irs t. A  forem an would 
be d iffe re n t under Socialism . N o t 
a watchdog fo r the company, but 
a servant o f the w o rk ing  men. 
Someone to exp la in  to the eng in­
eers how a job  can be made eas­
ier, sa fe r —  more productive 
w ith  less sweat —  the man w ith  
the most experience, not the most 
“ d rag .”

NO F E A R

A re you a fra id  you w ou ldn ’t  re ­
cognize such a man? Look 
around you! There ’s a man w ho’s 
worked beside you fo r  five years, 
and s ta rted  here when you were 
in knee pants. Remember how 
he warned the forem an aga inst 
us ing th a t cable, and the b u ll-  
htfaded foa l sent another m an to  
the hospita l ? See how easily he 
w orks, ye t accomplishes m ore 
than m any a youngste r h a lf  his 
age. W ouldn ’t  he be a g rand  
teacher? Then the re ’s the fe l­
low who used to  th in k  up gadgets 
fo r  increasing production. He 
though t he’d get a com pany job 
ou t o f it ,  u n til the super’s b ro th ­
e r-in -la w  edged h im  out. He’s 
p re tty  sour r ig h t  now. B u t the 
whole shop knows lie ’s good.

A nd once in a w h ile  you’l l  even 
find among the present fo re ­
man, some th a t the fe llow s would 
w ant to keep on. T hey ’re no t a ll 
100 percent Company. Look 
w h a t’s happening in D e tro it 
where th e y ’re o rgan iz ing  a fo re ­
m an’s union. The boys in D e tro it 
w on’t  have too much troub le  de­
c id ing  who are the good ones. 
R ig h t here, out in the m ain ten­
ance shop, perhaps there is a fo re ­
man you tru s t a good deal, and 
tru s t com ple te ly once you e lim ­
inated the pa ras itic  owners.

I t  would not do fo r the S ta lin ­
is t rank and file here to get a 
“ w rong im pression" about the 
real a ttitud e  o f the K re m lin  to­
wards its  h ire ling s  and tools. Nor 
would i t  help the S ta lin is ts  any 
to le t pass th is  gibe a t the well- 
known re la tions between S ta lin  
and his border agents. So the 
D a ily  W orker "answered”  John­
ston and pu t h im  “ s tra ig h t”  about 
the “ Am erican Com m unist P o lit i­
cal Association.”

W ith ' the greatest of tact and 
delicacy, a fte r bu tte ring  Johnston 
up about his “ wholesome 
though ts ”  in  condescending to 
v is it  the Soviet Union and a r­
range pro fitab le  trade re la tions 
and a fte r commending his cap ita l­
is t utterances, the D a ily  W orker 
then begs leave to d iffe r  w ith  Mr, 
Johnston on his appra isal of the 
Am erican S ta lin is ts . M r. John­
ston was sadly m istaken, states 
the 13tli S treet version of the 
W a ll ¡Street. Journa l, i f  he th in ks  
the Soviet offic ia ls  were laughing 
a t B rowder and Company. No, 
they were laughing, i f  Johnston 
on ly knew, at his own u n fo rtun ­
ate “ m isconceptions.”

PASSED BY CENSOR

Aside from  the fact tha t the ac­
counts of the inc iden t came d irec t­
ly  from  Moscow and were passed 
by the very v ig ila n t Soviet cen­
sorship, which pe rm its  no th in g  to 
get th rough th a t does not convey 
the exact im pression intended by 
the K rem lin , th is  p la in tive  bleat­
ing  overlooks the long-established 
record of Contemptuous hand ling

S ta lin  lias accorded his bootlick­
ing agents in o ther countries.

The Am erican workers have not 
forgotten, the Dai.hj W orker's  in ­
d ignan t discla im ers to the con­
tra ry , t lie  num erous s h ifts , tu rns  
and flip -l'lops of the S ta lin is ts  
w ith  every s lig h t o r sharp sw itch 
in  S ta lin 's  fore ign policies. There 
was the tu rn  from  the phony re­
vo lu tionary , u ltra -le ft line  in  1935 
to support of the “ democracies”  
and collective security. There 
was the even more rap id tu rn ­
about when S ta lin  signed his pact 
w ith  H itle r . And then, there was 
the even more spectacular somer­
sau lt back in to  the laps of the 
"dem ocra tic" im peria lis ts  when 
H it le r  invaded the Soviet Union.

And a ll th is  was capped by the 
most contemptuous act of a ll — 
S ta lin 's  out of hand d issolu tion 
o f the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l, of 
w h ich  the member parties were 
in form ed by the cap ita lis t press.

U N G R A T E F U L  A T T IT U D E

I f  the S ta lin is ts  have any cause 
fo r com pla in t about Johnston’s re­
marks, i t  is his ungra te fu l a l t i ­
tude to h is own rank and file 
back home. Today, the S ta lin is ts  
are avowedly the best friends of 
W a ll S treet and the U. S. Cham­
ber o f Commerce. Indeed, several 
S ta lin is t-dom ina ted  u n i o n s  in 
San Pedro, C a lifo rn ia , took the 
unprecedented step of jo in in g  the 
Chamber of Commerce. How 
could he have the heartlessness 
to  pu t his own colleagues up to 
scorn!

PROFITEERS LIFT PRICE LID; 
INVASION DIVERTS ATTENTION

(Continued from page 1)

ganized labor is successful, in f la ­
tion  would be un restra ined .”  
Johnston urged th a t there be no 
re laxa tion  o f Roosevelt’s wage 
freez ing  “ ho ld -the-line ”  order. 
F red M. Vinson, Roosevelt’s “ eco­
nomic s ta b iliz e r”  supported the 
Chamber o f Commerce by saying : 
“ A n y  general increase in  wage 
rates a t th is  tim e  would in e v it­
ab ly  force the price level to  a 
h igher p la teau.”

S T A R V A T IO N  LE V E LS

In  com m enting on the adm in­
is tra t io n ’s “ s tab iliza tion  p ro ­
g ra m ”  Representative Compton o f 
Connecticut rem arked : “ The hold- 
the-line  order, as fo llow ed by A d­
m in is tra tio n  leaders has s ta b iliz ­
ed the wages o f m illio ns  a t s ta r­
vation levels and stab ilized prices 
o f thousands o f com m odities a t 
the highest levels in  recent h is ­
to ry . The program  has created 
m illio na ires  among the p ro fite e rs  
and paupers among the people.”  
Compton was re fe rr in g  to  the 
Price Contro l A c t and its  enforce­
ment B E FO R E  the recent Senate 
and House amendments were a t­
tached to  it .  U nder a ca p ita lis t 
ad m in is tra tion , be i t  Dem ocrat or

Republican, dom inated by the 
p ro fite e rin g  p ira tes who ru le  the 
roost in W a ll S tree t and W ash­
ing ton , con tro l o f prices'and p ro f­
its  can on ly  he a hideous m ock­
ery.

The w o rke rs ’ f ig h t  against in ­
fla t io n  m ust be carried  ou t under 
th e ir  own slogans and organ iza­
tions. They 'cannot depend upon 
the po litica l agents o f the p lun- 
derbund to pro tect th e ir  in terests. 
A  m in im um  program  m ust in ­
clude: A  R is ing  Seale o f Wages 
to Meet the R is ing  Cost o f L iv in g . 
F o r every boost in  prices which 
increases the cos t-o f- liv in g , a 
corresponding increase in  wages. 
Instead o f depending on the O PA 
which is contro lled by ex-B ig  
Business men the w orkers m ust 
counterpose: Mass Com m ittees o f 
Trade Unions, Housewives, W o rk ­
in g  Farm ers and Sm all Business 
Men W ho Do N o t E m ploy Labor. 
These com m ittees w ill oppose the 
B ig  Business lobby in its  greedy 
assault upon the liv in g  standards 
o f the masses; wage w ar aga inst 
the “ black m arke t”  opera to rs; 
curb the rent-hogs and price- 
gougers and w ork fo r  the in te r ­
ests o f the people who are the 
v ic tim s  o f the preda to ry gang of 
plunderers.

W hat a com m entary the v is it 
of Johnston to the Soviet Union 
is upon the s te lla r distances th a t 
separate the policies of S ta lin ism  
from  th a t of Len in  and T ro tsky  
and the B olshevik p a rty  under 
th e ir  leadership. In  th e ir  day, 
no agents of Am erican im p e ria l­
ism  were in v ite d  to spread th e ir  
insu lts  and lies about the revo lu ­
tion a ry  movement am id the ap­
p rov ing  guffaws of counter-revo­
lu tio n a ry  flunkies. To the Soviet 
Union in  those days came trade 
u n io n is t and revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ­
ers, who were the honored guests 
of the Soviet government. They 
were accorded the p riv ilege  and 
op po rtu n ity  of observing the so­
c ia l benefits o f the Bolshevik revo­
lu tion , le a rn ing  the p rogram  and 
methods o f M arx ism -Len in ism  
and ga in in g  in sp ira tion  fo r  th e ir  
own revo lu tiona ry  socia list s trug ­
gle against w orld  cap ita lis t reac­
tion . Thus, the Soviet Union was 
the center o f w o rk ing  class in te r­
nationalism .

Today, however, B row der and 
his gang are none too anxious 
themselves to v is it  the Soviet 
U nion. Since S ta lin  came to  pow­
er, m any o f his cast-aside tools 
and h ire lin g s  have had the un ­
pleasant experience o f a summons 
on a one-way t r ip  to  Moscow. 
B row der is qu ite  content to  le t 
the E ric  Johnstons monopolize 
the to u ris t rounds in the Soviet 
Union.

The ve ry  in v ita t io n  extended 
Johnston was a m ark  o f the con­
tem pt S ta lin  has fo r  the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  M a rx is t movement, the 
w o rld  w o rk in g  class and its  as­
p ira tio ns  fo r  em ancipation from  
c a p ita lis t e xp lo ita tion  and wars!

And when the K re m lin  no t only 
to le ra tes bu t broadcasts approv­
in g ly  th rough its  press dispatches 
the reactionary words and sland­
ers o f a Johnston, i t  s tr ikes  a 
blow a t the w orld  labor and so­
c ia lis t movement a t w h ich John­
ston is rea lly  a im ing  his poisoned 
darts.

T H E  C IV IL  R IG H TS  D E F E N S E  C O M M IT T E E

inv ites  you to a ttend a

Dinner and Reception
tendered to

George E. Novack
N a t’l Sec’y  o f CRDC

Who w ill give a report of his national tour in defense of 
the 18 Minneapolis Labor Prisoners

at

C A D IL L A C  R E S T A U R A N T 

29 H il l  S treet, near Halsey S tree t 

N E W A R K

S A T U R D A Y , J U N E  17, 1944 - a t 7 P. M.

Guest Speakers:

•  IR V IN G  A B R A M S O N , Pres, o f N. J. CIO Council

•  SOL STETO N , Regional D ire c to r T. W . U . A .

•  L. H A M IL T O N  G A R N E R

SUBSCRIPTION S I.75

Now suppose as a resu lt o f 
trem endous s trikes  and po litica l 
s trugg les, you and your fe llow  
w orkers  have taken over the shop. 
( In  re a lity  the w orkers  as a 
whole w il l  take over a ll the shops 
as a whole, bu t you w i l l  .have .to. 
run  you r ow n). W hat was your 
a im  in an o rd in a ry  s tr ike ?  W hy, 
to get be tte r conditions, h igher 
pay, fa ire r  trea tm en t. And you 
had to f ig h t the management ev­
ery step o f the way. Now you 
are the management. Now  you 
can decide w hether to pu t in  more 
w indows o r a be tte r heating  and 
cooling system, and so on. When 
you are runn ing  the p lan t, i f  you 
decide to  increase production you 
know your pay w i l l  increase, un­
like  the old way where you got 
an ex tra  bone —• maybe. You w il l  
now w ant to elect a fo rem an who 
knows how to ge t good produc­
tion  w ith o u t d r iv in g  the men, a 
man w ith  ideas, no t a w hip. A  
man who is sa fe ty  minded, who 
understands stresses and stra ins, 
the man who is in terested in  good 
w o rk in g  conditions and knows 
how to im prove them.

So i t  won’t be so hard to elect 
a forem an a fte r  a ll. I f  i t ’s a 
p o p u la r ity  contest a t f irs t, you 
and a few  o ther fe llow s w i l l  c r i t ­
icize th is  as you have learned to 
do in the case o f stewards. D u r­
ing  the f irs t  election cam paign, 
you go t up in a m eeting  and ex­
plained w ha t union representa­
tives were fo r, w ha t th e ir  qu a lifi­
cations should he. A nd  the fe l­
lows listened. Some modest men 
even declined the nom ina tion  
a f te r  you expla ined th is . You 
were in  a m in o r ity  a t f irs t, bu t 
you r idea was so c lea rly  fo r  the 
good o f the m a jo r ity , th a t you r 
po in t carried. Sometimes a fig h t 
is necessary, but i t  carries in  the 
end.

Y'ou w il l  have the same and 
g rea te r success in  your f ig h t fo r  
the r ig h t  k ind  o f forem an under 
Socialism ( i f  a f ig h t should be ne­
cessary) because a il eyes are on 
the forem an. Because his a b ility  
on the job  c learly  a ffec ts  every­
body. The whole shop w i l l  soon 
see th a t you are r ig h t.  They 
can’t  help it .

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

JUNE 16, 1934
P IT T S B U R G H — Delegates fro m  locals o f the steel w o rke rs ’ o rgan ­

iza tion , a t th a t tim e  p a r t o f the Am erican Federation o f Labor, 
were m eeting in  convention to plan th e ir  b a ttle  aga inst the steel 
corpora tions. The corpora tions, determ ined to  preserve com­
pany unions under the p ro tection  o f the N R A  (N a tio n a l Recov­
e ry  A c t) ,  wei;e “ rush ing  prepa ra tions to  meet a s tr ik e  s itu a ­
tio n ,”  reported The M ilita n t.

“ G randm other”  M ike  T ighe, senile, cow ard ly  ligad o f the 
A F L  steel union, sought to  ave rt the im pending ba ttle . The 
m il ita n t  ran k  and f i le  unionists' w en t over h is head and sent 
delegates to  present th e ir  case to  Roosevelt. In fo rm ed  th a t 
Roosevelt was “ away on a cru ise,”  they w ro te  h im  a le tte r  w h ich  
showed th a t even In  1934, d u rin g  the h igh  po in t o f the N R A  
prog ram , m any w orkers  were beg inn ing to see th rou gh  the 
sham o f Roosevelt’s “ im p a rt ia l a rb itra t io n .”  The le tte r  o f the 
steel insurgents said in  p a r t:

“ We understand th a t you have le ft  fo r  a week-end cruise 
. . .We w ish we could jo in  you, bu t we m ust re tu rn  to  our lodges 
to  re p o rt th a t a ll we g o t out o f you r N a tion a l Recovery A d m in ­
is tra t io n  and Section 7-A  (p u rp o rtin g  to guarantee the r ig h t  to  
co llective ba rga in ing ) was an o ffe r  to  t ig h te n  the  company 
union chains th a t bind the w orkers in the steel in d u s try . . • 
I t  is useless fo r  us to  waste any m ore tim e  in  W ash ing ton in  
the na tiona l run-around . . . W e are re tu rn in g  home today to  
prepare fo r  action. . . I f  the governm ent w ill no t help us, then 
we must use the on ly means le f t  to  us.”

M IN N E A P O L IS — A pp ea ring  a t the M innesota State N o m ina ting  
Convention o f the Com m unist P a rty , E a rl B row der launched a 
v icious cam paign o f slander and m isrepresentation aga inst the 
leaders o f the g re a t M inneapolis General D rive rs  U n ion  S trike . 
S im ultaneously, S ta lin is t W illia m  Dunne w ro te  in  the  D a ily  
W orke r th a t “ Olsen (F a rm e r-L a b o r governor o f M innesota) 
could have been driven  fro m  office. . .”  Thus the S ta lin is ts  in  
1934 accused the T ro ts k y is t s tr ik e  leaders o f be ing counter­
revo lu tion is ts  fo r  no t reg a rd in g  as a re v o lu tio n a ry  s itua tion , 
the un ion upsurge o f 5,000 tru c k  d rive rs  in  M inneapo lis ! The 
slanders o f the S ta lin is t v i l l i f ie rs  fa iled  to  spot the  stain less 
record o f the M inneapo lis T ro ts k y is t  s tr ik e  leaders.

 ' ‘ L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  C A X
 N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H E R E  

L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  S K IN  IS  
B R A N D E D ” —  K A R L  M A R X .

The N eg ro  S tru g g le
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fortress of the 

world proletariat, against 

all assaults of world im ­
perialism and of interna) 
counter-revolution, is the 

most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
—  LEO N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, bu t under co n tro l 
o f  the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent bu t con tro lled  by the trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to become 
o ffice rs .

2. T rade un ion  wages fo r  a ll workers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

S. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crowism  everywhere.

4. Confiscation o f  a ll war p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
ope ra tion  under w orkers ’ con tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f wages to  meet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6. W orkers  Defense Guards against v ig­
ilan te  and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A  W orkers ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
ment.

9 . The defense o f the Soviet U n ion  
against im p e ria lis t attack.

The Invasion
Allied armies have landed on France’s Norman­

dy coast in the first stage of the great invasion 
which has been heralded as the “ liberation”  of 
Europe. But the pattern of “ liberation”  which 
Roosevelt and Churchill have in mind is that which 
has already emerged so clearly in North Africa 
and Italy.

Roosevelt has refused to give recognition to the 
emigre de Gaulle clique as the authority in France. 
Involved here is not any issue as to the representa­
tive or “ democratic”  character of the de Gaulle 
clique, but the Allied need to unite with the main 
body of the French capitalists in France to hold 
back the tide of social revolution which, as experi­
ence in Ita ly has shown, is certain to follow the 
Allied invasion.

When France fell in June, 1940, the French ru l­
ing class became split into two political factions. 
The emigre capitalists entered the de Gaulle camp, 
while the vast majority of the capitalists, who re­
mained behind with their properties in metropoli­
tan France, jumped on the Petain-Vichy band­
wagon and collaborated with the Nazis.

Now the Vichy capitalists are ready again to 
switch camps. On May 31, the N. Y. Times re­
ported that "the reactionary capitalists who had 
put their money on Marshal Henri-Philippe Pc- 
tain are now busy 'S e e k in g  an alternative ‘front’ 
that would enable them to shift to the winning 
side and collaborate with the Allies. . .”  And it is 
precisely with these capitalists that Roosevelt and 
Churchill are preparing to unite.

For what purpose? To establish with them a 
police-military dictatorship of the Badoglio type 
which w ill defend French capitalism against the 
revolutionary onslaughts of the masses.

Already the Allied imperialists have taken one 
of the first steps toward establishment of a regime 
of hunger and oppression in the "liberated”  ter­
ritory. The Allied M ilita ry  Government for France 
has printed, and is distributing, "French”  curren­
cy. the exchange rate of which has been fixed at 
50 francs to the dollar or more than double the 
pre-war exchange fate. W ith this fia t currency in 
exchange, the French peasants are being asked to 
deliver up their produce to Allied soldiers, thus 
decreasing substantially the amount of goods they 
can in turn buy. Inflation, black markets, poverty 
and hunger in increasing pleasure are on the way.

Control over the currency is one of the attributes 
of governmental sovereignty. The Allies thus early 
in the game serve notice that they intend to be the 
real rulers of France.

None of this looks like liberation? That the 
French masses w ill secure only when they make 
a clean sweep of capitalism.

Norman Thomas
The national convention of the Socialist Party, 

meeting at Reading, Pennsylvania two weeks ago, 
“ drafted”  Norman Thomas as their presidential 
candidate in the coming elections. Thomas con­
sented to be “ drafted”  only after the convention 
was “ brought over to his views”  on the questions 
of program and policy. “ The greatest victory for 
M r. Thomas in the formulation of the platform," 
reports the N. Y. Times, “ was the adoption of his 
plank voicing a demand through the United Na­
tions for ‘an immediate peace offensive based on 
the offer of an armistice to the peoples of the 
Axis nations.’ ”  The conditions that surrounded the 
alleged "d ra ft”  would indicate that it was Thomas 
who “ drafted”  the SP to his program of pacifism 
and confusion.

The Thomas program adopted by the SP calls 
upon the “ United Nations” to institute a peace of­
fensive, leading to an armistice during which the 
Axis forces would “ withdraw from conquered ter­
ritories, disarm, form new governments and restore 
loot.”  The United Nations, are called upon to fo l­
low' the disarmament .of the Axis by "ending their 
own competitive armaments. . . and working out 
international guarantees of mutual security."

'The Thomas-SP program is compounded of all 
the tainted nostrums of pacifism with which the 
muddleheads have for years poisoned the minds of 
the workers and disoriented the struggle against 
capitalism and imperialist war. Thomas and Com­
pany confine themselves to lecturing the imperial­
ist bandits to reform and turn over a new leaf, 
thereby fostering the illusion that it is possible for 
the imperialists to w'age anything but a war for 
imperialist plunder, that it is possible for imperial­
ists to conclude anything but an imperialist peace, 
that it is possible for the oppressed peoples to 
achieve peace, freedom and security under the 
reign of monopoly capitalism.

How far the degeneration of the Socialist Party 
has proceeded under the leadership o f the pro-al­
lied, pacifist Norman Thomas can best be appre­
ciated by contrasting Norman Thomas and his 
leadership with that of Eugene Debs. Debs w'as 
no pacifist; Debs was no reformist. Debs did not 
advocate reliance on Wilson or the imperialists and 
their schemes. On the contrary, Debs went to ja il 
because of his intransigeant revolutionary struggle 
against the first .World War.

The true inheritors of the Debs tradition are not 
to be found among the assorted preachers, paci­
fists and college professors that support Norman 
Thomas, but among the Trotskyists, eighteen of 
whose leaders have been jailed for their struggle 
aga'inst the second World War, just as Debs was 
jailed for his struggle against the first World War.

Forced Labor
On a number of occasions The M il i tant  has 

warned that the advocates of labor conscription 
were counting heavily on the emotional delirium 
attendant on the invasion to ride roughshod over 
the opposition to forced labor. The conspiracy 
against which we warned unfolded on the very 
eve of the invasion. W riting in the New Leader, 
June 10, the Washington correspondent of that pa­
per reports: “ Last week, just a few days before 
the Western Front was opened, the compulsory la­
bor draft was put over. The W M C order accom­
plishes exactly what the Bailey-Brewster (W ork- 
or-Fight) B ill aimed to do. In fact, it goes one 
step further. Where the Bailey-Brewster B ill was 
confined to males 18 to 45, M cNutt’s order also 
includes women."

The reason given for the imposition of the Roose- 
velt-McNutt forced labor plan at this time is ut­
terly fantastic. The sponsors of the plan try  to jus­
tify  the drastic provisions of the order by point­
ing to the increasing »number of cutbacks in war 
production which have caused workers to shift to 
“ non-essential”  plants and industries which offer 
greater job security. Such incidents as the shutting 
down of the Brewster Aeronautical plant, with its 
cold-blooded disregard of the interests of the war 
workers who were thrown onto the streets without 
so much as a fare-you-well, have alarmed the 
workers into seeking jobs which promise some sta­
b ility  of employment. Instead of dealing with the 
problem by providing some measure of protection 
to workers against the sudden shut-down of war 
plants, Dr. W in-thc-War prescribes his favorite 
quack medicine of freezing workers to jobs at froz­
en wages until they are unceremoniously tossed out 
of a plant that the government decides is no longer 
needed for war production.

Acting under administration pressure, the union 
representatives on the labor-management commit­
tee of the W M C have endorsed the Roosevelt-Mc- 
Nutt forced labor plan. W illiam  Green, AFL presi­
dent, has issued a statement crediting the plan 
with having been “ developed by the management- 
labor committee of the W M C,”  adding the mon­
strous swindle that " it  represents no basic depart­
ure from the voluntary system”  of employment. 
Philip M urray’s personal representative on the 
WMC, Clinton S. Golden, official of the United 
Steel Workers, participated in the conferences 
which sanctioned the program.

Having disarmed the unions with their no-strike 
pledge, the top union bureaucrats now volunteer 
their aid in fastening the unions with the strait- 
jacket of forced labor.

Stalinist Terror Drive 
Opened On Trotskyists

(Continued from  page 1)

I San Pedro, which shrieked in bold 
headlines, “ U n ite  F o r V ic to ry ! 

¡Expose the D is ru p te rs !”
The en tire  advertisem ent was 

I devoted to a ty p ic a lly  venomous 
and mendacious a ttack  on the 
union m ilita n ts  in the San Pedro 
shipyards, a ll o f whom  are 
labeled “ T ro tsky ites  . . . who 
would sabotage production, create 
economic chaos and d is ru p t na­
tion a l u n ity .”  These “ T ro ts k y ­
ites,”  the S ta lin is ts  assert in 
ho rro r, propose no th ing  less than 
th a t labo r “ revoke the no -s trike  
pledge, smash the L it t le  Steel 
fo rm u la , take labo r o f f  the W ar 
Labor Board and, f in a lly , organize 
an independent Labor P a rty .”  
“ These 4 ‘proposals’,”  the  S ta lin ­
is ts  have the brass to  te ll in ­
te llig e n t w orkers, “ spell SABO ­

T A G E  O F T H E  W A R  E F F O R T  
I (o r ig in a l em phasis)”  and “ is the 
same p rogram  w hich H it le r  and 
To jo  advise the  A m erican w o rk- 

| ers to fo llo w .”  The S ta lin is t 
] scoundrels dare assert th a t the 
T ro tsky is ts  are c a rry in g  ou t th is  
p rogram  in  a lliance w ith  “ Ku 
K lu x  K laners, Bundists, Cough- 
lin ites , A m erica  F irs te rs ” — th a t 
is, the very  fasc is t scum against 
whom  the Socia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  organized a series o f huge 
w o rkers ’ dem onstrations ju s t be- 

I fo re  the outbreak o f the war.
T h is advertisem ent then con- 

| eludes w ith  an appeal to “ Com­
m un ity  A c tio n ”  which makes clear 
th a t the rea l ob ject o f the 
S ta lin is ts  is to arouse no th ing  
less than lynch te r ro r  against 
T ro ts k y is ts  as w e ll as a ll union 
m ilita n ts . T h is  is the m eaning of 
its  fina l exhorta tion  to “ SHOW  
T H E S E  P RO VO CATEURS T H E  

| G A T E .”

LY N C H  CRY

The lynch cry  was then taken 
up by S ta lin is t stooge H a rry  
Bridges, president o f the C It)

1 longshoremen’s union. H is rag, 
The 'D ispa tcher, on June 2, in the 
same issue tha t featured the an­
nouncement o f B ridges’ per­
manent no -s trike  pledge, carried 
a companion piece by Bridges 

| h im se lf devoted en tire ly  to an 
“ expose”  o f the “ T ro tsky ite s .”  

“ Look behind alm ost any o f 
| the rash o f s trikes  now being 
desperately . organized over the 
nation and you w i l l  gene ra lly  
find an an im a l known as a 
T ro ts k y ite ,”  squeals Bridges, who 
is fa s t toboggan ing in to  complete 

| d isrepute w ith  the w orkers  be­
cause o f his. contem ptib le s tr ike - 

I breaking record and an ti- la bo r 
| a lliance w ith  the bosses.

V IL E  C A N A R D

He does no t hesitate to stoop 
to the v ile  canard th a t the 
T ro tsky is ts , the m ost uncom­
p rom is ing  a n ti-fa sc is t figh ters 
fo r  Socialism, “ c la im  th a t Com­
munism and Fascism are no t on ly 
the same th in g  but, as a m a tte r 
o f fac t, between you and them, 
Communism is a damn s igh t 
worse”  — th is  fro m  a venal 
renegade who has pu b lic ly  re ­

nounced com m unism  in  fa v o r o f 
ca p ita lis t reaction !

B u t then Bridges gets down to 
real cases, the heart o f his gripe  
aga inst the T ro tsky is ts . Evei-y- 
where the T ro tsky is ts  have a 
“ chance to preach th e ir  treason”  
in  the unions, th e ir  p rogram  
“ genera lly  takes the same fo rm : 
o u tr ig h t repeal o f la bo r’s no-

s tr ik e  pledge, no 4 th  te rm  fo r  
FDR, dump the W ar Labor Board 
by w ith d ra w in g  la b o r’s represen­
ta tives fro m  it ,  and o rgan iz ing  a 
th ird  labor p a rty  now.”

W ith  an eye to que lling  the 
upheaval in his own union at his 
own craven treachery, p a rtic u la r ly  
in  advocating th a t labor surrender 
fo r  a ll tim e its  r ig h t  to  s trike , 
Bridges sounds the call to  his 
goons and thugs to  go a fte r 
“ these F if th  Colum nists in  the 
ranks o f labor, especially in our 
own local un ion.”  “ Keep your 
eyes peeled. L e t’s go get ’em,”  is 
his fina l lynch appeal.

Since. B ridges published his 
tirade , the S ta lin is ts  have wheel­
ed th e ir  heavy a r t i l le ry  in to  line. 
The D a ily  W orker, re fle c tin g  the 
fu ry  and a larm  o f the S ta lins ts  
a t the labo r support fo r  the 
CRDC cam paign to free  the 18, 
opened up ju s t before the CRDC 
mass m eeting la s t Thursday w ith  
a slanderous broadside by its  
poison-pen “ exp e rt”  on labor 
news, George M orris .

CIO  SUPPO RT
T h is  a rtic le  lite ra lly  howled at 

the horrendous fa c t th a t na- 
t io n a lly -p ro m in e n t trade  union 
leaders, inc lud ing  a m ember o f 
the ; CIO N a tiona l E xecutive 
Board, were scheduled to speak 
on beha lf o f the 18 im prisoned 
T ro tsky is ts . The a rtic le  complains 
th a t the T ro tsky is ts  “ are success­
fu l in  p ick ing  up suckers among 
gome labo r .o ffic ia ls ”  and th a t 
“ some w ell-m ean ing people”  have 
been “ made suckers in  a be lie f 
th a t th is  is a genuine c iv il 
libe rties  case.”

M o rris  makes the usual ly in g  
amalgam, seeking fa lse ly  to lin k  
the convicted T ro tsky is ts  w ith  
native fascists now on t r ia l  in 
W ashington, a lthough  “ actua lly  
the T ro tsky is ts  are fa r  more 
serviceable to H it le r .”  W hy are 
such union leaders as Baldanzi, 
W olchok and De Lorenzo sup­
po rting  the M inneapolis Labor 
Case, he whines, when “ labor 
(read ‘ the S ta lin is ts ’) has com­
plained on ly  because more o f 
th e ir  k ind— w hether they be 
Bundists, K luxers, T ro tsky is ts , or

any other va ria tio n — were not put 
behind bars.”  The S ta lin is ts  have 
absconded bag and baggage to 
the camp o f cap ita lism . They have 
sold th e ir  services to W a ll S treet 
as s trikebreakers, red-ba iters, 
stool-pigeons and governm ent 
labor spies. In  defense o f ca p ita l­
ism, they have embarked on a 
cam paign o f v il lif ic a tio n  and 
te rro rism  aga inst the m ilita n t 
labor movement.

GPU A T T A C K

This G PU ' a ttack  is directed 
f irs t o f a ll a t sabotaging the 
defense o f the im prisoned and in ­
dicted Am erican and B r it is h  
T ro ts k y is t leaders. A s such, i t  is 
no th ing  else than a b low  a t the 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f a ll the w o rk ­
ers, whose libe rties  are en­
dangered by the governm ent 
fram eups and a n ti- la b o r laws 
under w h ich they  are conducted.

The S ta lin is t cam paign is not 
being conducted on a pure ly  
l ite ra ry  plane o f discussion and 
verbal argum ent. I t  bears a ll the 
ear-m arks o f in c ita tio n  to te r ro r ­
ism and lynch violence. I t  is the 
tra d itio n a l cover under which the 
GPU in  the past has carried 
th rough m urderous reprisa ls  
against S ta lin ’s w o rk in g  class 
po litica l opponents.
ON G U A R D  A G A IN S T  S T A L IN ­
IS T  TE R R O R IS M ! N A IL  T H E  
S LA N D E R O U S  D E F A M A T IO N S  
A G A IN S T  M IL IT A N T  LA B O R  
A N D  T H E  I M P R I S O N E D  
T R O T K Y IS T S ! L e t the organized 
workers everywhere beware o f 
the S ta lin is t v irus . O rganize to 
defend the labo r movement from  
the s in is te r S ta lin is t menace. ON 
G U A R D !

Canada Stalinists 
Back Big Bankers

(Continued fro m  page 1)

356 d irectora tes in dozens of 
corporations.

These d irectora tes extend in to 
a lm ost every fie ld  o f commerce 
and in dus try , such as steel 
n ickel, e lec trica l equipment, r a i l­
roads, chemicals, meat packing, 
a lum inum , etc., etc. The banks 
and insurance companies have in ­
te rlo ck in g  d irectora tes. A l l  th is  
is w h a t the Canadian cap ita lis ts  
ca ll “ free en te rp rise !”

C o ldw ell’s fac ts  and figures did 
not im press the lackeys o f the 
bankers in  the Canadian pa rlia  
ment, bu t they do impress the 
workers and fa rm ers. Th is has 
been shown by the m anner in 
w h ich the CCF has been able to 
m uster the support o f workers 
and fa rm ers th roughou t the coun 
try .

The CCF is a tame, re fo rm is t 
p a rty  which seeks to im prove the 
ca p ita lis t system, ra th e r than 
abolish it .  B u t the sw ing in  its  
d irection  is unm istakable . Be­
cause o f th is  the CCF has be 
come the ta rg e t o f a w ild  and 
vicious cam paign in  the ca p ita lis t 
press.

International Notes
M E X IC O

Caught in the eve r-tigh ten ing  
vise o f r is in g  liv in g  costs and 
s ta tic  wage scales, 70,000 Mexican 
m iners and m e ta llu rg ica l workers 
went out on s tr ik e  June 8 in  the 
greatest down-tools action since 
President A v ila  Camacho took 
power in 1910. Several thousand 
workers in various o ther in ­
dustries were also rendered idle.

The s tr ik e  was directed, in the 
main, aga inst A m erican and 
B rit is h  companies who contro l 
some 80 per cent o f M exico’s 
m etal ore production-. In  a ll, 105 
m in ing  and m eta llu rg ica l concerns 
were shut down by the w a lk-ou t.

The s tr ik e  call was issued by 
leaders o f the w o rke rs ’ syndicates 
a fte r  m ine owners had refused a 
demand fo r  a 50 per cent in ­
crease’ in wages and a fu r th e r  
demand th a t tem po ra ry  increases 
given las t September be made 
perm anent. Q uoting a survey by 
the Banco d i'M e x ip o , the syn­
dicates showed th a t between 
January, 1943 and February  o f 
th is  year (he cost o f l iv in g  had 
advanced 52.3 per cent, thus more 
than ju s t ify in g  the wage increase 
demanded.

M ine owners countered w ith  an 
o ffe r  o f a 10 per cent wage in ­
crease. The governm ent in itia te d  
negotia tions a month ago in order 
to ave rt a s trike , bu t no accept­
able com prom ise was worked 
out.

E N G LA N D
A few  weeks ago the B r it is h  

c a p ita lis t class and its  T o ry  
governm ent, beaded by W inston 
C hurch ill, were th row n  in to  nca r­
park- by a wave o f s trikes among 
coal m iners and engineering  ap­
prentices. The tw o lead ing labor 
skates in  the governm ent, H is  
M a je s ty ’s M in is te r o f Labor,

E rnest Bevin, and H is M a je s ty ’s 
M in is te r o f Home Security , H e r­
be rt M orrison, were entrusted by 
C h urch ill w ith  the task o f b r id lin g  
the m il ita n t  w orkers and h a ltin g  
the s tr ik e  movement.

M r. M orrison had fo u r leading 
members o f the T ro ts k y is t p a rty  
arrested and th row n in to  prison 
on charges th a t they “ did con­
spire, combine, confederate and 
agree together in fu rthe rance  o f 
a s tr ik e  declared by the Trade 
Disputes and Trade Unions A c t 
o f 1927 to be ille g a l.”  T h is  Act 
was. passed a fle r  the general 
s tr ike  o f 1926. I t  has been con­
s is ten tly  opposed by the whole 
B r it is h  labor movement. Bevin 
and M orrison were once among 
its  loudest opponents— before 
they became M in is te rs  in  H is 
M a jes ty ’s governm ent.

B u t the a rre s t o f the T ro ts k y ­
ists was no t enough. Bevin in ­
troduced a new Defense Regula­
tion  1-A A  which makes i t  a crim e 
to  “ incite , in s tiga te , o r act in 
fu rthe rance o f s tr ike s ”  in any 
in d u s try  classified as essential to 
the w a r e ffo r t ,  and provides 
penalties o f five years in prison, 
a fine o f 500 pounds, o r both.

The House o f Commons enacted 
the new regu la tion  in to  law in 
the teeth o f tremendous opposi­
tion  from  the organized labor 
movement and th is  opposition is 
s t i l l  con tinu ing . The Labor P arty , 
o f which, Bovin and M orrison are 
two o f the leading pa rliam en ta ry  
adornments, p l a y e d  possum, 
ne ither opposing nor endorsing 
the reactionary regu la tion . When 
the measure came to a vote in 
the House of Commons 56 o f the 
Labor M .P ’s voted fo r  it ,  16 
voted against, and 93 abstained.

T h is  vote gives the true  measure 
o f the B r it is h  Labor P a rty  and 
its  po licy  o f co llabora tion  w ith

the boss class and the T o ry  gov­
ernm ent. O nly 16 M. P ’s o f a to ta l 
o f 165 had the courage and 
honesty to vote as the workers 
who sent them  to  P arliam ent ex­
pected them  to vote. The rest 
e ithe r d idn ’t  vote a t a ll, o r else 
voted fo r  the vic ious Regulation.

Defense Regulation 1-AA  came 
too la te fo r  use in  the recent 
s tr ik e  wave, bu t i t  w il l be brought 
in to  p lay when the workers 
again go in to  action against the 
bosses. I t  is directed, in  the f irs t 
place, aga inst the T ro tsky is ts , 

jivho arc the most consistent and 
m il ita n t  figh ters fo r  la bo r’s 
r ig h ts . B ut w ith o u t doubt i t  w ill 
be used aga inst any class-con­
scious w orker, regardless o f his 
po litica l a ff ilia tio n , who dares to 
summon his comrades to  s trugg le  
against the e xp lo itin g  cap ita lis ts  
o f B rita in .

However ideas cannot be im ­
prisoned and no law the ru lin g  
class may devise w ill be able to 
hold back the m ilita n t advance 
o f the B rit is h  w orking-class. The 
class s trugg le  cannot be banished 
from  ca p ita lis t society, because it 
grows in the soil o f exp lo ita tion , 
poverty and oppression.
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The Case of William Batt 
and SKF Trade With Nazis
W illia m  L . B a tt  is a ve ry  im p o rta n t and in flu e n tia l 

man around W ash ing ton. A s  executive vice cha irm an 
o f the W a r P roduction  Board and a m em ber o f  the  
Combined Resources Board he w ie lds a power in  na­
tio n a l and in te rn a tio n a l economic a f fa irs  few  men in  
A m erica  possess. H is  say-so undoubtedly carries im ­
mense w e igh t.

O f course, B a tt d idn ’t  come by h is pos ition  acci­
den ta lly . A ll  his l i fe  he has dem onstrated unique exe­
cu tive  a b ili ty  and business sagacity. I t  ju s t  so hap­
pens he has displayed these qua lities  p r im a r ily  fo r  the  
Swedish ba ll-bea ring  tru s t, S K F , o f w h ich  he has been 
an employe m ost o f h is a d u lt years. In  fac t, he was 
an employe o f the H e ss-B righ t Company, a German 
corpora tion  in P h ilade lph ia , w h ich came in to  S K F  
hands and o f w h ich B a tt, a f te r  the w a r began, became 
president and p rin c ip a l stockholder.

Now, S K F  holds a ve ry  advantageous and p ro fita b le  
position in th is  w a r as in  the las t. As a corpora tion  
in  a n e u tra l coun try , Sweden, i t  is  able to  do busi­
ness w ith  both sides in the w a r, and fro m  a ll ac­
counts i t  has no t fa ile d  to  make the m ost o f its  op­
p o rtu n ities . P a rtic u la r ly , S K F  in  Sweden has been 
supp ly ing  ba ll-bea ring  m ach inery and b a ll bearings to  
Nazi Germ any. These exports  have, in  fa c t, increased 
considerably since over 600 A m erican  boys were shot 
down d u rin g  the destruction  by  bom bing o f the  
S chw e in fu rt ba ll-b ea ring  w o rks  in  Germ any.

Now the Am erican company w hich B a tt heads is no t 
supp ly ing  ba ll-bearings to  Germ any. I t  has a ve ry  
handsome business w ith  the  U . S. Governm ent. In  
add ition , s t r ic t ly  on the lega l up-and-up, i t  has taken 
over the Swedish S K F ’s business in L a tin  A m erica , 
as w e ll as th a t o f the F ia t Company, I ta lia n  corpora­
tion . The la tte r  a rrangem ent was engineered by one 
Count Hugo von Rosen, who paid a ca ll on F ia t  Com­
pany a t T u rin , I ta ly ,  on h is w ay to A m erica  fro m  
Germ any in  1940.

F o r some reason or o ther— no one has dared to  im ­
pute i t  to  the in fluence o f B a tt— the Swedish S K F  
has never been p u t on the Am erican o r B r it is h  b lack­
l is t ;  and, o f course, the S K F  p la n t in th is  coun try  was 
never taken over by the A m erican alien p ro p e rty  cus­
todian.

B a tt was made president o f the A m erican S K F  
th rough  the able w o rk  o f Count Von Rosen, la te  of 
Germ any, and the la te M arcus W allenberg , Swedish 
banker, known as the “ J. P. M organ o f Sweden,”  whose 
E n tsk ilda  Bank o f Stockholm  is ch ie f share-holder 
in Swedish S K F . W allenberg , i t  has been revealed, 
came to  th is  country on a secret mission fo r  N a z i 
business in te rests  a fte r  the s ta r t  o f the w a r. One of- 
his chores was he lp ing to  select B a tt as head o f the  
A m erican S K F  and a rra n g in g  fo r  tra n s fe r o f its  
Swedish shares to  his custody. T h is  could have p ro ­
tected the A m erican  company fro m  seizure as “ a lien 
p ro p e rty ” , a lthough  B a tt c la im s th is  was fa rth e s t 
from  th e ir thoughts.

A great husih-hush seems to p reva il over these fac ts  
in  W ashington. As I. F. Stone, who has been uncover­
in g  the in fo rm a tio n  fo r  PM , states, “ i t  never hu rts  
to  have friends .”

Getting An ‘Inside Track’ 
to Government Gravy Bowl
One o f the m yths assiduously nu rtu red  in  W ash ing­

ton is th a t the corpora tion executives and agents who 
have in f i lt ra te d  every governm ent procurem ent and 
w ar con tract agency and who swarm  lik e  hogs around 
a trough  at feed tim e  wherever governm ent funds 
are being handed out, are ju s t zealous p a trio ts  w ith ­
out an u lte r io r  o r se lfish m otive.

E very  now and then, however, the c u rta in  is  b r ie f­
ly  blown aside by the w ind  o f scandal and the people 
have the o p p o rtu n ity  o f g lim p s in g  the rea l ro le  o f 
the “ d o lla r-a -ye a r-p a y -tr io ts .”

There is the revea ling  case, w h ich  the  T rum an  
Senate In v e s tig a tin g  Com m ittee recen tly  stum bled 
over, o f N a vy  com m ander John D. C orrigan , A nn a ­
polis graduate and co-founder o f an eng ineering  f irm  
organized three years ago w h ich  continued “ in  the  
red ’ u n t il C o rrigan  was able to  use h is  in fluence as 
a N a vy  o ffic ia l to steer i t  in to  “ the blue.”

C o rrig a n ’s f irm  was paid over $300,000 by N a vy  con­
trac to rs , o f w h ich he received a m ore than  m odest 
share by w ay o f commissions, salaries, expense funds 
and dividends. C orrigan , w ith  an “ inside tra c k ,”  was 
in position to t ip  o f f  h is com pany to  possible pros­
pects, sending his in fo rm a tio n  on N avy  D e pa rtm en t 
s ta tio ne ry  w h ich he in v a ria b ly  advised be “ destroyed 
by b u rn in g ”  a fte r  its  purpose was served.

C o rrig a n ’s methods o f lin in g  up business, as de­
scribed by the T rum an  Com m ittee, were qu ite  e ffec­
tive . In  his capacity  as a N a vy  o ffic ia l he w ou ld  “ in ­
ves tiga te ”  a w a r con tract p lan t, com pla in o f its  “ un­
s a tis fa c to ry ”  production and suggest th a t an engineer­
in g  firm  be called in to  s tra ig h ten  e ve ry th in g  out. 
Then in would w a lk  a representa tive  o f C o rrig a n ’s 
firm  and line  up an engineering  con tract.

When the whole fra u d u le n t scheme was disclosed, 
the N avy D epartm ent s im p ly  suspended C o rrig a n . 
There is no evidence th a t he w il l  ever see the inside 
o f a ja il.

Then there is the case o f A llen  E. N orm an, fo rm e r 
assistant d irec to r o f the W a r P roduction B oard ’s p r in t­
ing  and pub lish ing  d iv is ion , and ch ie f o f the  m agazine 
Section. Norm an is an executive o f F a w ce tt P ub lica­
tions, a b ig  business o u t f i t  in  the m agazine fie ld .

So tick led  was th is  corpora tion over the fa c t th a t 
i t  had an “ inside tra c k ”  w ith  the  W P B , as N orm an 
h im se lf adm itted to  the T rum an com m ittee , th a t  i t  
boasted in its  house organ : “ W e were fo rtu n a te  enough 
to have A llen E. Norm an, secre ta ry o f the  F aw ce tt 
Corpora tions, ac ting  as a consu ltan t to  the  p r in t in g  
and pub lish ing  d iv is ion  o f the W PB and W . H . F aw ­
cett, J r., president o f the corpora tion , as a m em ber 
o f the magazine task force wh ich cooperates w ith  the  
p r in t in g  and pub lish ing  d iv is ion o f the W P B .”

Norm an conceded th is  was “ qu ite  in ap p rop ria te ”  
and resigned his AVPB post. W hich now leaves sev­
eral thousand o ther “ do lla r-a -ye a r”  men s t i l l  run n ing  
the show in W ashington, bu t who are not so in d is ­
creet as to  boast about th e ir  “ inside tra c k .”
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