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CRDC Schedules 
Big Meeting In 
N. Y. For The 18
Prominent Union Leaders W ill Address Rally 
To Be Held at the Hotel Diplomat on June 8

George Novack, National Secretary of the Civil Rights 
Defense Committee, now on a coast-to-coast speaking tour on 
behalf of the 18 imprisoned Local 544-00 and Socialist Work­
ers Party leaders in the Minneapolis Labor Case, w ill address a 
mass meeting in New York City, June 8, at the Crystal Ball 
Room of the Hotel Diplomat.

Outstanding leaders of unions, 
liberal organizations and work­
ing class political parties will 
speak at what is expected to be 
the greatest public demonstra­
tion thus far held of united 
labor and liberal support be­
hind the campaign to free the 
18 and secure repeal of the 
infamous Smith “ Gag” Act 
under which they were con­
victed.
U N IO N  SP O K E S M E N

Am ong the w e ll-know n union 
leaders who w il l  pa rtic ip a te  as 
speakers are Thomas DeLorenzo 
P resident of B rew ste r Local 365 
C IO  U n ited  A utom obile  W orkers; 
Samuel W olchok, P resident o f the 
U n ited  R eta il, W holesale and De­
pa rtm e n t S tore Employees, CIO  
and George Baldanzi, Executive 
V ice-P residen t o f the CIO T ex tile  
W orkers  Union.

De Lorenzo, who is h im self 
fac ing  a fram eup in d ic tm en t 
g row ing  out of his m il ita n t  un ion 
activ ities , has recently  jo ined the 
N a tiona l Com m ittee of the CRDC, 
as d id  Baldanzi, who w ill act ns 
ehairm an of the mass meeting. 
W olchok heads the un ion w h ich  
lead the W ard s tr ik e  in  Chicago.

O ther speakers w il l  include 
Roger Baldw in, D irec to r of the 
A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union, 
w h ich  has backed the defense of 
the 18 from  the s ta rt of the case; 
N orm an Thomas, of the Socia list 
P a r ty ;  D anie l B e ll, Associate 
E d ito r  of the New Lender and 
A lb e rt Gates, E d ito r of Labor Ac­
tio » .

The feature of the m eeting w i l l  
be the rep o rt of Novack fo llo w ­
in g  his three m onths tour, du rin g  
w h ich  he presented the facts of 
the M inneapolis Labor Case be­
fo re  thousands of workers and 
progressives in  p rin c ip a l c itie s  of 
the nation .

L . A . M ASS M E E T IN G

Novack concluded h is  west 
coast speaking engagements w ith  
a  h ig h ly  successful mass m eeting 
in  Los Angeles on May 21. He 
w i l l  also speak a t St. Louis, Mo., 
Dayton, Ohio, and P ittsbu rgh , Pa., 
on h is re tu rn  t r ip  to the East.

In  h is  m ost recent press state-

Pattern Of Peace
A rch ib a ld  M acLeish, the 

L ib ra r ia n  o f Congress and 
fo rm e rly  head o f the O ffice 
o f W ar In fo rm a tio n , knows 
w ha t the present w a r is about. 
Speaking la s t week a t a cere­
m onial o f the A m erican A ca­
demy o f A r ts  and L e tte rs  and 
the N a tion a l In s t itu te  o f A r ts  
and Le tte rs , he b lu rted  ou t:

“ A s  th ings  are now going, 
the peace we w il l  make, the 
peace we seem to  be m aking, 
w ill be a peace o f o il, a peace 
o f gold, a peace o f sh ipp ing , 
a peace, in  b rie f, o f fac tua l 
s itua tions, a peace w ith o u t 
m ora l purpose o r human in ­
ten t, a peace o f d icker and 
trade about the facts o f com­
merce, the fac ts  o f banking, 
the fac ts  o f transp orta tio n , 
which w ill lead us where the 
trea ties  made by d icker and 
trade have always led.”

A  p reda to ry  peace can be 
the on ly end o f a reactionary  
w ar. Does the learned M r. 
M acLeish d raw  th is  conclu­
sion? Heaven fo rb id ! H is  
concern is  prec ise ly  to  .prevent 
the masses fro m  d ra w in g  any 
such conclusion.

Roosevelt Uses Plant "Seizures" 
As Screen For Anti-Labor Drive

ment, Novack declared: “ The
S m ith  A c t is considered uncon­
s t itu t io n a l and a v io la tio n  of the 
B i l l  o f R igh ts  by a ll progressive 
sections of the labor and libe ra l 
movements. Both the A F L  and 
CIO opposed its  passage in  Con­
gress and i t  was denounced by 
the A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  U n­
ion as an ‘in s tru m en t of oppres­
sion against unpopu lar m in o ritie s  
and organized labor.’

“ When the U. S. Supreme 
C ourt, in  an unprecedented action 
three tim es refused to review  the 
M inneapolis case, i t  placed a  le­
gal weapon in  the hands of reac­
tio n  w h ich now can be used 
against o ther trade un ion is ts  and 
w o rk ing  class p o lit ic a l parties.”

Foremen In Detroit 
Strike To Achieve 
Union Recognition

By Jeanette Lane
DETROIT—On the 28th of 

April, the foremen of the Con­
nors plant of the Briggs Manu­
facturing Company walked out 
on strike. They were followed 
in short order by the foremen 
in the other 5 Briggs plants, 
Hudson Motor Car Company, 
Packard, Aeronautical Products, 
Gar Wood and Murray Body. 
Detroit was in the throes of an­
other labor upsurge, this time 
drawing in the strategic section 
of the workers functioning in a 
supervisory capacity. The main 
issue, and almost the sole issue 
in dispute, was the demand for 
recognition of their union—the 
F o r e m e n ’s Association of 
America.

F or over a year, the F A A  had 
been asking fo r  recogn ition  but 
th e ir  case has been shunted and 
shoved around between the N LR B  
and W LB  w ith o u t resu lt. In the 
f irs t  week o f the s tr ike , Robert 
Keys, president o f the F A A . 
c lea rly  posed the issue in  dispute. 
“ The N a tiona l Labor Relations 
Board,”  said Keys, “ has denied 
them (the  forem en) the r ig h t to 
barga in co llec tive ly . The M anu­
fac tu re rs ’ Association has taken 
advantage o f th is  to  d isc rim in ­
ate aga inst forem en whom they 
suspect o f un ion a c tiv ity . The 
W ar Labo r Board, fo r  m any 
weeks, has taken no action on 
u rg en t te legram s which I  have 
sent, exp la in ing  th a t the men 
were in s is tin g  on a s tr ik e  and. 
th a t they were becoming deaf 
to pleas to  re fra in  fro m  s tr ik in g . 
The men see d isc rim in a tio n  by 
em ployers increasing, no avenue 
fo r  nego tia tion , and W LB  com­
plaisance. They are human and 
they feel they have on ly  one ave­
nue le f t . ”

T H E  R U N -A R O U N D

I t  was on ly when the forem en 
resorted to  the on ly “ avenue 
they had le f t , ”  the s tr ike , th a t 
th e ir  ju s t  demands were given 
a hearing. Keys castigated the 
W LB  and N L R B  fo r  th e ir  ro le  in 
co llabo ra ting  w ith  the an ti- la b o r 
N a tiona l Associa tion o f M anu-

W a ll Street’s New C on tingen t

(Continued on page 2)

Stalinist Strikebreakers Help 
Avery Against Ward Workers

By R. Bell
Thc strike which tied up the Chicago plant of Montgomery 

Ward and Company was the first CIO authorized strike since 
Pearl Harbor. Sewell Avery, deputy for the House of Morgan 
which numbers Montgomery Ward as one of its properties in 
a far flung industrial empire, is acting as the spearhead in 
Wall Streep's drive for the return of the open shop. So dear 
were the issues involved in the dispute that the entire labor 
movement, ALL, CIO and Railroad Brotherhood, rallied to the 
support of the strike. Commenting on this aspect of the Ward
case, the Midwest Labor World, 
official organ of the United 
Retail, Wholesale and Depart­
ment Store Employees of Amer­
ica, the union that led the 
strike, states:

“ N o t in  years has such fine  
s o lid a rity  been shown in a s trike . 
W hen A F L  and C IO  unions 
th rou gh ou t the area gave m ora l 
and fin a n c ia l backing to the 
s tr ik e , when team sters and r a i l­
road men refused to cross the 
p icke t lines, when w orkers hun­
dreds o f m iles away, w ith ou t 
suggestions fro m  the TJRWD- 
SEA or any branch o f the CIO, 
ta lked  o f boyco tting  W a rd ’s, 
you know  th a t such a challenge 
as th a t o f A ve ry  can in flam e  the 
n a tio n ’s w orkers over n ig h t.’ ’

S T A L IN IS T  F IN K S
T his  m ag n ificen t d isp lay o f 

w o rk in g  class s o lid a r ity  was 
m arred  by on ly  one f la g ra n t ex­
ception. The S ta lin is ts  ranged 
themselves on the side o f the 
House o f M organ  and by word 
and deed did  e ve ry th in g  possible 
to  break the  s tr ike . W hen the 
s tr ik e  was called, the  U R W D - 
S E A  appealed to  the  o ff ic ia ls  o f 
the  In te rn a tio n a l Longshorem en

and W arehousemen’s Union, 
headed by H a rry  Bridges, to  re ­
fra in  fro m  hand ling  orders d iv ­
erted fro m  the Chicago p la n t o f 
M ontgom ery W ard ’s to the St. 
Paul u n it, which is under con­
tra c t to the 1LW U . The S ta lin is t 
f in k s  responded by  saying, "w e 
w i l l  handle Chicago orders e ight 
hours a day, ca ll i t  scabbing i f  
you w ant to .”

W H A T  BR ID G ES W RO TE

On A p r i l 21, the IL W U  D is­
patcher, o ffic ia l organ o f the 
Bridges union, greeted the s tr ik e ­
b reaking decla ra tion  o f th e ir  St. 
Paul henchmen by s ta tin g : “ IL -  
W U Local 215, which is the bar­
ga in ing  agent fo r  employes o f 
M ontgom ery W ard w orkers in 
St. Paul, im m edia te ly  re a ffirm e d  
its  no -s trike  pledge, a lthough i t  
received requests from  the C h i­
cago s tr ik e  leaders no t to  handle 
goods.”  W h ile  (he w orkers in 
Chicago walked the p icket line  in 
a s trugg le , the outcome o f which 
w il l  a ffe c t the fa te  o f the en tire  
labor movement, the M ontgom e­
ry  W ard locals under S ta lin is t 
con tro l stabbed th e ir  fe llow - 
workers in  the back by demon-

'Unanimous' Convention Places 
Seal On Dissolution Of C.P.

“ COMMUNISTS END PARTY, MAP NEW ORGANIZATION.” With this front-page 
banner headline the Daily Worker announced May 21 the dissolution of the Communist Party 
and its conversion into a “ Communist Political Association.”  The resolution to dissolve, put 
forward at the party convention by Earl Browder, was a mere formality, rubber-stamping a 
decision reached last January by Browder and his chieftains and announced at the Plenum of the 
National Committee. Needless to add, the convention passed the resolution "unanimously.”  A ll 
the known opponents of the step within the ranks had previously been stifled or railroaded out of 
the party.

The resolutions and other ~ 
documents which the conven­
tion adopted reveal the abysmal 
depths of rottenness and cynic­

s tra t iv e ly  re a ffirm in g  th e ir  no­
s tr ik e  pledge.

Bridges h im se lf, w r it in g  in  the 
M ay 5 issue o f the D ispatcher 
a t a cruc ia l period o f the s trike , 
declared: “ The IL W U  is organ­
ized in  p lan ts o f M ontgom ery 
W ard elsewhere than in Chicago 
and under no circumstances w ill 
our un ion be a p a rty  to  the game 
th a t was played in Chicago or 
an y th in g  lik e  it .  I f  anyth ing , 
we’ ll  be m ore a ffirm a tiv e  than 
ever in  our adherence to the no­
s tr ik e  pledge.”  A dd ing  in s u lt to 
in ju ry , the S ta lin is t s trikeb rea k ­
ers slandered the s tr ik e rs  by  de­
c la rin g , “ we w il l  f ig h t M on t­
gom ery W ard  w ith  ou r own 
weapons and no t H it le r ’s weap­
ons.”

B u t the on ly  f ig h t th a t Bridges 
and his gang showed was d ire c t­
ed aga inst the w orkers on s tr ike  
and the “ weapons”  used were the 
typ ica l S ta lin is t weapons o f 
s landering  and v i l l i f y in g  the 
leaders o f the s tr ike . These v o l­
un teer P inkertons even resorted 
to the bosses technique o f red­
b a itin g  the union leadership. 
W r it in g  in the D a ily  W orker o f 
A p r i l 17, M o rris  Childs, leading 
S ta lin is t hatchetm an in  I llin o is , 
s ta ted: “ M r. A ve ry  owes his
success in p rovoking the s tr ik e  
in la rge  measure lo a group o f 
T ro tsky ite s  who are. in the 
leadership o f the s tr ik in g  local, 
an a f f i l ia te  o f the U n ited Re­
ta il,  W holesale and Warehouse 
W orkers. They .consist o f gener­
a lly  irresponsib le  elements, who

Kelly Postal Wins 
Parole From State 
Board, Minnesota

The g ra n tin g  o f a parole to 
K e lly  Postal, fo rm er secretary- 
treasu re r o f M inneapolis T ruck- 
d rive rs  Local 5^4-CIO, has been 
announced by the  C iv il R ights 
Defense Com m ittee which is in 
charge o f the case. Release of 
the prisoner from  S tillw a te r

(Continued on page 5)

K E L L Y  P O S TA L

State P en iten tia ry , however, is 
dependent upon his g e ttin g  a job 
and approval by parole agents of 
his fu tu re  liv in g  quarters.

The K e lly  Postal case grew  out 
o f the M inneapolis labo r case in 
June, 1941 when a long-standing 
co n flic t between Local 544 o f the 
Team sters U n ion and Danie l J. 
Tobin, president o f the Team ­
sters In te rn a tion a l U nion, came 
to a head. The membership o f 
Local 544 voted a lm ost unan im ­
ously to d is a ffilia te  fro m  T ob in ’s 
A F L  union and jo in  the CIO.

A s secre ta ry-treasu re r o f the 
Local, K e lly  Postal obeyed the 
vote and trans fe rre d  the Loca l’s 
funds to the new CIO  union. Fox- 
ac tin g  thus he was chax-ged w ith  
“ embezzlement”  on com p la in t o f 
Tobin and ra ilroaded to  prison 
fo r  a te rm  up to  five  years.

ism to which this Stalinist or­
ganization has sunk in its 
embrace of capitalism, its sup­
port of the second World War 
and its rejection of the socialist 
struggle of the working class.
T H E  N E W  P R E A M B L E

The preamble to the  cons titu ­
tion  o f the new ly-created “ Com­
m un is t P o litica l A ssocia tion ,”  
which the convention adopted, 
declares th a t th is  self-avowed 
agency o f W a ll S tree t “ adheres 
to the p rinc ip les o f sc ien tific  so­
cia lism , M arx ism , the he ritage  o f 
the best th o u g h t o f hum an ity  

and o f a hundred years’ expe ri­
ence o f the labo r m ovem ent."

Y e t B row der, in  his speech to 
the convention as reported in  the 
D a ily  W orker, pointed ou t th a t 
the new S ta lin is t p rogram  “ has 
no elem ent o f socia lism  in i t . ”  
W hat purpose, then, is  behind 
the lip -serv icc  to  socialism  and 
M arx ism ? O bviously i t  is de­
signed to confuse those in  the 
pa rty  who s t i l l  w ish to s tru g g le  
fo r socialism .

W ha t Brow der and Co. did not 
and could not exp la in  was how 
the alleged adherence to social­
ism could be reconciled w ith  the 
avowed defense o f cap ita lism  
which is the core o f S ta lin is t 
po licy as announced by Browder.

BRO W DER R E S O LU T IO N

B row der’s reso lu tion  stated: 
“ Whereas the bu lk  o f the  A m e r­
ican people are no t ye t convinced 
o f the need fo r  a m ore rad ica l 
so lu tion o f our social and eco­
nomic problem s th rough  la rge- 
scale na tiona liza tion  o f indus­
tr ies  o r th rou gh  the estab lish­
m ent o f socialism , a ll p a tr io tic  
forces inc lud ing  the adherents o f 
socialism , can and m ust bend 
every e f fo r t  to prom ote the m ax­
im um  o f economic security , p ro ­
duction and em ploym ent th a t 
C AN  A N D  M U S T  be achieved 
under cap ita lism .”

B u t w ha t need is there fo r  
socialism  a t a ll i f  economic se­
c u r ity  can be achieved under 
cap ita lism ? The soc ia lis t move­
m ent arose as an ob jective, im ­
pera tive  need o f the w o rld  vvork- 
ingclass precise ly because there 
IS  NO T A N D  C A N N O T  BE any 
economic secu rity  fo r  the w o rk ­
ers as long as cap ita lism  lives. 
And the need fo r  a revo lu tiona ry  
socia lis t o rgan iza tion  ex is ts  p re ­
cise ly because i t  is  necessary 
to  convince the  bu lk  o f the w ork- 
ingelass o f the  need to  abolish

cap ita lism  and establish socia l­
ism  as the O N L Y  W A Y  to a tta in  
economic security .

The opera bo u ffe  character of 
the S ta lin is t convention, which 
drew  open sneers fro m  the cap­
ita l is t  press, was h igh lig h ted  by 
a te legram  o f greetings fi-om 
D ionlsio Encina .secretary o f the 
M exican Com m unist P a rty , which 
closed w ith  the M a rx is t slogan 
“ P ro le ta rians o f A l l  Countries, 
U n ite !”  T h is  slogan was no t at 
a ll in  place in  a convention whose

(Continued on page 3)

Army Takes Over Only After 
Workers Set Up Picket Lines
Government’ Machinery Mobilized to Break 
Strikes in the Interests of Big Business

By C. Thomas
As soon as the resentment of the workers, aggravated by 

the deliberate stalling tactics of the War Labor Board, erupts 
into open resistance against the provocative acts of management, 
the whole machinery of the federal government is mobilized 
as a strikebreaking weapon in the service of Big Business. That 
is the real significance of the farcical "seizure”  of the Mont­
gomery Ward plant at Chicago and more recently of the Ward 
subsidiary, the Hummer Manufacturing Company, at Spring- 
field, Illinois. In both instances, the Roosevelt administration 
acted only after the workers, their patience exhausted by the in­
terminable run-around of the WLB, struck the plants.

The workers were forced to®

Appeal by Assassin 
Of Trotsky Denied 
By Court In Mexico

The Eighth Court of the 
Mexican Superior Tribunal last 
week upheld a twenty-year 
penal sentence against GPU 
agent Jacques ' Mornard, alias 
Frank Jacson, for the pick-axe 
assassination of Leon Trotsky 
in August 1940. This is the 
heaviest sentence permitted 
under Mexican law, and is im­
posed only for premeditated 
murder.

For alm ost fo u r years the in ­
fluence and resources o f (he S ta­
lin  regim e have been th row n  be­
hind Jaeson in  an e ffo r t  lo  de­
fraud  jus tice . He has had the 
benefit o f un lim ited  finances and 
lega l aid. I t  is now reported he 
w ill appeal to  the Supreme 
Court its e lf.

Jacson and his a tto rneys have 
introduced every con trad ic to ry  a r ­
gum ent possible to  seeux-e his 
freedom o r a l ig h t  sentence. The 
m ost recent appeal argued th a t 
“ the hom icide was com m itted 
d u rin g  a q u a rre l”  and was no t 
prem editated —  and th is , in  the 
face o f the fa c t th a t Jacson had 
on his person a prepared “ con­
fession”  when he was apprehend­
ed on the scone o f his crim e, and 
had concealed on him  a k n ife  
and gun as w e ll as the actual 
m urder weapon.

A s  a ll the legal tr ic k s  o f (he 
GPU have fa iled , a p lo t is now 
reported underway to arrange 
Jacson’s escape from  prison. The 
M exican press has openly cha rg ­
ed th a t such plans are a foot and 
has published evidence o f the 
preparations under way.

strike in order to defend the 
existence of their unions against 
the open shop drive instituted 
by Sewell Avery, acting as dep­
uty for J. P. Morgan and Com­
pany which controls Montgom­
ery Ward. So clear-cut was the 
issue, that the strikes aroused 
the sympathy and support of 
wide sections of the labor move­
ment.
W H A T  T H E Y  F E A R

W ith  the backing o f the A F L , 
CIO  and R a ilroad  Bi-othex-hood, 
the  showdown w ith  the open shop, 
union bus ting  con tingen t led by 
A ve ry , gave every prom ise o f 
te rm in a tin g  in  a resounding v ic ­
to ry  fo r  the unions. B u t such a 
v ic to ry , won by the independent 
action o f organized labor, would 
raise the self-confidence o f the 
woi’kers and prov ide an in fectious 
example fo r  o ther sections o f the 
labo r movem ent to fo llow . I t  was 
th is  fe a r th a t m otiva ted the seiz­
ures.

T h is  fe a r was openly express­
ed in an op in ion w h ich  A tto rn e y  
General B iddle subm itted to Roos­
eve lt on the Chicago seizure. B id ­
dle said: “ The Board (W L B ) also 
reports  th a t there is a rea l and 
present danger th a t (he d is tu rb ­
ance w ill spread to  the plants 
and fa c ilit ie s  o f o ther companies, 
both in the Chicago area and 
elsewhere . . . Local unions in  
Chicago in  many o f the im p o r­
ta n t w a r p lan ts have voted to 
support the M on tgom ery W ard 
employes who are on s trike . The 
N a tiona l B ro the i’hood o f Team ­
sters, C hauffeurs and Helpers, o f 
the Am erican Federation o f L a ­
bor, in  Chicago, are re fu s in g  to 
make de liveries to , o r to  take 
shipm ents fro m , Montgomex-y 
W ard and Company. V arious a f ­
filia tes  o f the ra ilw a y  b ro th e r­
hoods have refused to handle de­

live rie s  to, o r shipm ents fx-om, 
M ontgom ery W ard and Com­
pany.”  Herein is the nub o f the 
whole s itua tion .

LOOMING CRISIS
W ith  the increasing restiveness 

o f the wox-kers, s m a rtin g  under 
the arrogance o f un io n -ha ting  
em ployers; w ith  wages frozen un­
der the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la  w h ile  
the cost o f l iv in g  continues to  
soar; w ith  the added burden o f 
heavy taxes th a t f a l l  w ith  u n ju s t 
w e igh t on those least able to pay, 
the m om entum  o f a successful 
s tr ik e  would sweep lik e  a px-airie 
fii-e thx-oughout the labo r move­
ment. • Roosevelt’s elaborate la ­
bor re la tions edifice could no t 
su rv ive  such a con flag ra tion . 
Since the beg inn ing o f the w ar, 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  has 
gone th rough  several m a jo r la ­
bor crises. The firs t,  th a t o f the 
fo u r  coal s trikes, has entered in to  
the consciousness o f the A m e ri­
can woi-kers as the f irs t  success­
fu l challenge to the  seem ingly 
im pregnab le  power o f the  gov­
ernm ent.

In  th a t c ris is , Roosevelt’s pres­
tig e  su ffe red an inseparable 
blow, and showed th a t his p re v i­
ously dom ina ting  in fluence was 
in su ffic ie n t to curb the le g it im ­
ate asp ira tions o f the workei'S. 
H is  personal appeal to  the coal 
m iners, over the heads o f th e ir  
leadership, to l-e turn to  w o rk  
was rebuffed. He never subm it­
ted his “ labo r in fluence”  to  an­
o ther such tes t! In  the second 
m a jo r cris is , th a t o f the th re a t­
ened s tr ik e  o f the ra ilw a y  w o rk ­
ers, Roosevelt, fo r  the f irs t  tim e, 
ordered the  A rm y  to  seize the 
ra ilroads before a s tr ik e  occux-- 
red. T h is  act was tem pered by 
the g i'a n tin g  o f sm all concess­
ions to  the ra i l wox-kers.

(Continued on page 2)

OUR GREEK M ARTY RS
The m urderous hand o f H itle r is m  has s tru ck  once again 

a t the T ro ts k y is t m ovem ent in  Europe. A ccord ing  to  o ffic ia l 
dispatches o f the reactionary  Greek governm ent-in -ex ile , 17 
members o f the A rcheo-M arx is ts , among them  V ite , the gen­
era l secretary, have been executed by German occupation au­
th o ritie s  in  A thens. F ou r o ther T ro tsky is ts , according to  the 
same source, fe ll before a German f ir in g  squad in  Salon ika.

The “ c rim e”  o f these courageous re v o lu tio n a ry  f ig h te rs  
was they took p a r t  in  the s trugg le  aga ins t the N azi oppress­
ors in  Greece. S pec ifica lly , they wex-e charged w ith  conduct­
in g  C om m unist a g ita tio n  and being in  ille g a l possession o f 
anxxs.

V ite  was fo r  some tim e  secre tary to  Leon T ro ts k y  when 
the “ O ld M an”  lived in exile  in  France. He was also a m em ­
ber o f the Intex-national S ecre ta ria t o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n ­
al. F rom  em igxa tion  in  Fx-anee, he retux-ned to  Greece in  1941 
o r 1942 in o ld e r to pa rtic ip a te  in  the reox-ganization o f the 
Greek Tx-otskyist movement.

T h is  is no t the f i r s t  tim e  the  N azi beast has sunk its  
b loody claws in to  the x-evolutionax-y soc ia lis t m ovem ent rep re - 
sented by T ro tsky ism . O nly la s t year, th rou gh  underground 
channels, word came o f the execution o f thx-ee o f our comrades 
before a Nazi f i r in g  squad in  occupied B e lg ium . The fa llen  
revo lu tiona ry  f ig h te rs  were comrades Renery, Van Belle and 
I.emmens, members o f the R evo lu tionary  S ocia lis t P a rty , B e l­
g ian section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. O thers have fa lle n  
in  H o lland and N o rw ay.

W ith in  H it le r ’s German strongho ld  its e lf,  before the ou t­
break o f the present w a r, the T ro ts k y is ts  were hunted by the 
Gestapo and m any were fe lled  by the headman’s axe.

W ith  deepest sorrow  we salute the memox-y o f o u r fa lle n  
comx-ades, soldiers in the g re a t b a ttle  fo r  a soc ia lis t wox-ld. 
The Greek px-oletariat w i l l  avenge the fo u l m urde r o f these 
heroic x-evolutionary f ig h te rs  by sweeping aw ay the  N azi 
despots. T h e ir sacrifice  w i l l  be v indicated in the com ing Greek 
and European re vo lu tion  w h ich  w i l l  p ro je c t the  e n tire  Con­
t in e n t a long the pa th  o f socialism .
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By Joseph Keller
One a fte r  another the p ro v i­

sions o f the pro tective leg is la tion  
■won by organized labor over de­
cades o f s tru g g le  are being 
w h ittle d  away by federa l deci­
sions and ad m in is tra tive  decree. 
The la te s t example is the decision 
o f the T h ird  C irc u it Court o f A p ­
peals la s t week in re je c tin g  a p e ti­
t io n  o f the N a tion a l Labor Rela­
tions Board to  have the Edw ard 
J. Budd M a n u fac tu ring  Company, 
o f P hiladelph ia , held in  contem pt 
o f cou rt fo r  w r it in g  a le tte r  to 
its  15,000 w orkers  fo r  the p u r­
pose o f p reven ting  them  fro m  
jo in in g  a genuine union a fte r  the 
N L R B  and cou rt had ordered 
the  d isso lu tion  o f a company 
union.

U nder the W agner labo r re la ­
tions  act, the w orkers are sup­
posed to  be protected fro m  the co­
ercion and in tim id a tio n  o f em­
ployers. The Budd company is 
known as the “ Ford  o f P h ilade l­
ph ia ,”  and to  th is  day has suc­
cessfu lly  prevented its  workers 
fro m  en joy ing  the benefits o f un­
io n iza tion  by the m ost vicious 
un ion-busting  measures.

Nevertheless, under the guise 
o f an alleged concern fo r  “ fre e ­
dom o f speech,”  the federa l court 
has g iven ju r id ic a l sanction fo r  
a ll the  la bo r-h a tin g  corpora tions 
to  launch open propaganda cam ­
paigns th a t can have no o ther 
purpose than  in te rfe r in g  w ith  the 
r ig h ts  o f w o rkers  to  jo in  unions 
o f th e ir  own choosing.

*  *  *

The J im  Crow practices o f the 
o ffic ia ls  o f the  A F L  B o ile rm a k­
ers and Iro n  Shipbuilders union 
in  th e ir  a ttem p ts  to  m a in ta in  a 
“ l i ly -w h ite ”  o rgan iza tion  were 
b rough t ou t la s t week before the 
Superio r C ourt in  Providence, 
R. I., where N egro w 'orkers fro m  
the W alsh -K a ise r sh ipya rd  are 
seeking a perm anent in jun c tion  
aga ins t d isc r im in a to ry  practices 
in  the  union.

Testim ony revealed th a t N egro 
w orkers  are placed in  separate 
“ au x ilia ries ,”  which are under 
the “ superv is ion”  o f the “ m other 
lodges”  o f w h ite  w orkers in  a 
g iven te r r ito ry .  A ltho ug h  they 
were assured on jo in in g  th a t 
they  would have the r ig h ts  o f 
fu ll- fle d g e d  members, the Negro 
members learned a few  months 
before th e ir  loca l’s elections las t 
December th a t on in s tru c tion s  
fro m  the in te rna tiona l o fficers 
they  had been designated as mem­
bers o f a segregated “ a u x ilia ry ” 
and th e ir  ba llo ts  in the subse­
quent election were m arked w ith  
“ C”  (Co lored) to d is tingu ish  
them  fro m  the ba llo ts  o f w h ite  
w orkers. A l l  Negro voters were 
then ins truc ted  to place th e ir  ba l­
lo ts  in  a special envelope m arked 
“ P rotested.”

A t  the hearing  in  the  Superior 
C ourt W illia m  J. Buckley, B o ile r­
m ake r’s in te rna tiona l represent­
ative , adm itted th a t w orkers o f 
any race can jo in  on a basis o f 
equa lity , except Negroes. He also 
tes tified  th a t the “ a u x ilia r ie s ”  
could no t have a grievance com­
m ittee  o f th e ir  own b u t “ would 
have the p r iv ile g e  o f p lac ing  
one m ember on the grievance

com m ittee o f five to  represent the 
workers in any dispute th a t 
m ig h t a rise .”

*  *  3}C

In  marked con trast to the po l­
icies o f the B o ile rm aker’s o f f i­
cialdom, is the w onderfu l demon­
s tra tio n  o f w o rk in g  class so lid a r­
ity  given by Local 58, U n ited 
T e x tile  W orkers, A F L , which last 
S atu rday defied the “ back-lo - 
w o rk”  demands o f top union o f­
fic ia ls  and the A rm y  and N avy, 
and continued its  s ix-day s tr ike  
o f 500 workers at the C ontinenta l 
D iamond F ibre  M an u fac tu ring  
Company, B ridgeport, Pa., to  
force the company to end d is c r i­
m ina to ry  practices aga inst Negro 
employes.

W hen the company refused to  
tra n s fe r a Negro w o rke r w ith  18 
years sen io rity  to  another depart­
ment. where he would w o rk  along 
w ith  w h ite  workers, the  res t o f 
the workers, a lready provoked by 
the com pany’s re fusa l to  nego­
tia te  grievances, wa lked-out.

Local 58’s president, F rank  
Gable, declared th a t “ the com­
pany has refused to  recognize our 
un ion ever since we voted fo r  i t  
las t A ugust. Sure, we have a 
con tract b u t i t  doesn’t  mean a 
th in g  to  the company. W e’ve a ll 
been sore, b u t now we’re re a lly  
mad when we know  how they are 
tre a tin g  Negro w orkers  here and 
re fu s in g  to  g ive them  a chance. 
O ur boys fee l th a t i f  the Negro 
w o rke r can’t  ge t h is r ig h ts , w hat 
w o rke r can? ”

To dem onstrate th a t they are 
sincere in th e ir  de term ination  to 
w ipe ou t an ti-N e g ro  d isc rim in ­
a tion , the w h ite  w orkers have pu t 
aside a ll o ther grievances fo r  la ­
te r  discussion, agree ing to  re tu rn  
to  w o rk  on the  sole condition 
th a t the company end its  J im  
Crow practices.

Branches Near Goal Of 3000 New 'M ilitant' 
Readers Far Ahead Of Campaign Deadline

The resu lts  in  the M il i ta n t  S ubscrip tion  Cam paign fo r  3,000 
N E W  readers by June 30 have thus fa r  surpassed our expectations. 
T w o -th ird s  o f the na tiona l quota has been fu lf i l le d  in  seven weeks 
o f the th ree-m onth  cam paign. However, the  to ta l num ber o f 2,566 
already obtained could have been doubled had those branches who 
are la gg ing  behind pitched in w ith  the same de te rm ina tion  displayed 
by the branches top p in g  the  scoreboard.

S ixteen branches are behind schedule and fo u r  are s t i l l  in  the  
zero colum n. No branch should be iess than  50 percent. Those 
branches th a t are less than  50 percent are s low ing  up the cam paign.

Come on Los Angeles, S t. Paul,
C leveland, New  Haven, M inneapo lis,
Chicago, San D iego, A k ro n , Bayonne,
F lin t ,  Q uakertow n —  le t ’s catch up!

Come on P ittsb u rg h , Rochester, St.
Louis, Texas —  le t ’s ge t out o f the 
zero colum n!

W hen the A F L  Executive 
Council turned down the app lica ­
tion  o f the U n ited  M ine W orkers 
fo r  adm ission in to  the A F L , the  
council fo llow ed th is  re b u ff  to 
John L . Lew is by vo tin g  to  is ­
sue a cha rte r fo r  an A F L  che­
m ica l w orkers union to  compete 
w ith .L e w is ’ D is tr ic t  50 set-up.

B ut the organ iza tion  o f the 
chem ical w orkers does n o t de­
pend upon some m agic charte r, 
whatever its  label. The greatest 
union in the country , the CIO 
U nited A u tom obile  W orkers, la id  
the foundations fo r  its  trem end­
ous advance back in 1934 and 
1935 as an unchartered step-ch ild 
o f the A F L . I t  was the early  
s trugg les o f the auto w orkers in 
Toledo and o ther in d u s tr ia l cen­
ters which firs t b u ilt  the auto un­
ion. The same is true  o f the 
steel union, second la rge s t in  the 
country , which was led by an 
o rgan iz ing  com m ittee and did not 
receive an in te rna tiona l cha rte r 
from  the CIO  u n t il 1942.

The chemical w o rkers  union, 
under w hatever cha rte r, w i l l  be 
b u ilt  on ly  on a m il ita n t  p rogram  
th a t w ill be tte r the conditions o f 
the w orkers and p ro tec t them  
fro m  the attacks o f the  corpora­
tions.

"Seizures" Are Screen 
For Anti-Labor Drive

(Continued fro m  page 1)

The comments in  our corres­
pondence th is  week are so in te r ­
es ting  and varied  th a t on ly  lack 
o f space prevents our p r in t in g  
A L L  the  le tte rs  received. We 
quote some o f the le tte rs  fro m  
our readers.

S ea ttle : “ A ga in  on The M il i ­
ta n t. Since I  was so free  w ith  
m y c r it ic is m  I  th in k  i t  on ly  fa ir  
th a t I  w r ite  when the paper, or 
an issue, is p a r t ic u la r ly  good. I  
am re fe rr in g  to  the  M ay D ay is ­
sue. F irs t,  I  m ustn ’t  fo rg e t to  
m ention the  exce llent cartoon. In  
fa c t, i t  was so sym bolic and so 
serious a dem onstra tion , in  d raw ­
ing-, o f events to  come th a t  I  
d is like  c a llin g  i t  a cartoon. B u t 
cartoons are no t a lw ays fu n n y ! 
So I  p ile  one m ore lau re l on the 
already ve ry  h igh p ile  o f laure ls 
to  Comrade G ray. Second, the 
M a y  D ay M an ifes to  was excel­
le n t. I  don’t  know when I  have 
read a m an ifesto  o r reso lu tion 
w r it te n  so s im p ly  and to  the 
po in t. I t  held one’s in te res t 
th rou gh ou t the whole m anifesto 
and I  wanted more when I  came 
to  the end.”

New Y ork  C ity :  “ C ongra tu la ­
tions  on the best m ake-up in  the 
‘le f t ’ press.”

W’orcester: “ Enclosed is $10.

In Detroit, Mich.
You can get 

T H E  M IL IT A N T  
a t the

F A M IL Y  TH EATR E 
NEW SSTAND 
-•site the theatre

T his is to  be s p lit  between ’ The 
M il ita n t  and F . I .  I t  is  a dona­
tio n  fro m  a fr ie n d  in Boston.”  

D a y ton : “ I  have not ye t o f­
fered m y congra tu la tions on the 
six-page M il ita n t ,  and I  take th is  
op p o rtu n ity  to  do so. I t  is  a t 
a h igh  level tech n ica lly  and in  
content.”

C o lum bia : “ The paper is  won­
d e rfu l! To fr ie n d s -a t-la rg e  The 
M il ita n t  is  especially im p o rta n t 
—  fo r  in fo rm a tio n , in sp ira tion , 
and fo r  th a t fe e lin g  o f comrade­
ship w ith  a ll others.”

B ro n x : “ F ind  $1 enclosed fo r
s ix-m onth  subscrip tion  to  The 
M ilita n t.  I  am so rry  th a t I  can­
no t a ffo rd  to  send m ore.”

U psta te  New  Y o rk : “ I  am
qu ite  in  sym pathy w ith  the p ro ­
gram  and objectives outlined in  
The M ilita n t.  M y  g re a t hope is 
th a t they m ay be a tta ined  soon.”  

F lin t :  “ The enclosed sub is
fo r  a dyed-in-the-w ool S ta lin is t 
and I  believe The M il ita n t  w i l l  
he a ve ry  good antido te fo r  his 
a ilm en t.”

B erke ley: “ Send the  s ix -
m onth sub and any o ther l i te ra ­
tu re  w h ich  in  y o u r opin ion would 
be he lp fu l to  a young lady  in grave 
danger o f becoming a S ta lin is t.”  

Canada: “ I  go t the paper a ll
r ig h t  and thank  you. I  ce rta in ly  
enjoyed its  contents. V e ry  good 
indeed. I  do a lo t  o f conversing 
w ith  fr ien ds  and opponents a like. 
The f l ip - f lo p  boys are w o rk in g  
a ll the  tim e, b u t th e ir  argum ents 
are ve ry  shallow . I  passed the 
paper around u n t il i t  was th read ­
bare and the boys enjoyed i t . ”

O U T S T A N D IN G  A C H IE V E M E N T S  

OF T H E  W E E K

B u ffa lo  m a in ta ined f i r s t  place on 
the scoreboard w ith  an increase fro m  
260 to  350 percent.

Toledo moved fro m  s ix th  place to 
th ird , lead ing the  challenge o f Read­
in g  and Philade lph ia .

New Y o rk  Local again sent in  the 
h ighest num ber o f subs fo r  the  week 
—  118.

FRO M  O U R  M A IL  B A G

B u ffa lo : “ I t ’s re a lly  th r i l l in g  to  see 
B u ffa lo  a t the  top  o f the  scoreboard.
W e have one g ir l  here who is  our 
cham pion sub-ge tter. So fa r  she has 
47 to  her c re d it!  B et she h its  100 
before we’ re th rough . W e are g iv in g  
a p rize  o f Cannon’s book, ‘The H is ­
to ry  o f A m erican T ro tsky ism ’ to  the 
w inner.”

T o ledo : “ W e  
are in te n s ify in g  
ou r sub cam paign 
and need 50 sub 
cards im m edia te­
ly . Enclosed are 
20 new subscrip ­
tions  obtained in  
ou r f i r s t  Red Sun 
day door-to-door 
w o rk .”

Read ing: “ Send 
us 20 m ore sub 
cards.”

P h ila .: “ Enclos­
ed are 10 more 
subs. W e are now 
about one-quarte r th rough  our housing p ro je c t and have been hav­
in g  ve ry  encouraging success. W e have even picked up a couple o f 
subs the re  among N egro  CP’ers and sym path izers. Oh yes! W e take 
up Readings’ challenge and we w i l l  make them  do some stepp ing.”  

M inneapo lis : “ These 5 subs fro m  one neighborhood were se­
cured in  an h o u r’s tim e  by tw o  o f our people do ing house-to-house 
w o rk  in a te r r ito ry  where we hadn’t  d is tribu te d  papers fo r  a couple 
o f years.”

San F rancisco: “ Enclosed f in d  35 sub cards secured yesterday 
in  our house-to-house w o rk . W e expect to go over the top next 
week. Please send us another 50 cards. I t  looks lik e  w e’re go ing 
to  need them  ve ry  soon now.”

A lle n to w n : “ I  was in  Reading fo r  M ay D ay and the b a ttle  is 
on between us. We mean to  g ive them  a run fo r  th e ir  subs.”

S t. P au l: “ W e’re enclosing 16 subs. S t. Pau l s ta rted  s lo w ly  bu t 
now w e’re in  the re  p itch in g  and re a lly  hope to  top  ou r quota.”

Los A nge les: “ The reason th a t m ost o f the t r ia l  subs come 
th rough  San Pedro is th a t they have been doing door-to-door w ork . 
T h is  week because o f o ther w o rk  we w i l l  be unable to  do any door- 
to-door w o rk , b u t we expect to  s ta r t  the  fo llo w in g  week in  a N egro 
neighborhood where we d is tr ibu te d  600 copies o f the M ay  D ay is ­
sue.”

D e tro it :  “ I  suppose New Y o rk  has us beat double by now. B u t 
th is  com ing week subs w ill re a lly  pour in  fro m  D e tro it.”

Chicago: “ The cam paign has assumed a ce rta in  im petus recent­
ly  a fte r  an ex trem e ly  slow  s ta rt,  and we expect to  achieve ou r fu l l  
quota a t least, m ak ing  every e f fo r t  to  surpass i t . ”

San Pedro: “ A f te r  hav ing  d is tribu te d  The M il ita n t  in  a w o rk ­
ing-class d is tr ic t  fo r  fo u r  weeks, we w ent ou t w ith  the new t r ia l  
sub blanks. O ur f i r s t  t r y  netted 5 subs. In  the ne x t few  weeks we 
w il l  f in is h  covering th is  d is tr ic t  and hope to  tu rn  in qu ite  a batch 
o f subscrip tions.”

*  *  *

L e t’s f in is h  th is  cam paign in  tra d it io n a l T ro ts k y is t m anner — 
every branch w ith  a t least 100 percent.

The w a lkou t o f the steel w o rk ­
ers, occu rring  a t the tim e  o f the 
ra il cris is, forced Roosevelt to 
prom ise the steel w orkers a re ­
tro -ac tive  clause. B ut Roosevelt 
had already reached the  point 
where he could no longer make 
concessions. S w ing ing  sha rp ly  
to the r ig h t, he urged Congress 
to adopt “ a na tiona l service law , 
wh ich, fo r  the du ra tion  o f the 
war, w i l l  . p reven t s trikes  and, 
w ith  certa in  appropria te  excep­
tions , w i l l  make ava ilab le  fo r  
w a r production o r fo r  any o ther 
essential 'se rv ices every able- 
bodied adu lt in  th is  na tion .”

W h ile  Roosevelt has remained 
in the background o f the cam ­
paign fo r  a forced labor law , his 
appointees have conducted an 
u n re m itt in g  d rive  fo r  labor con­
scrip tion . W hen Roosevelt in i­
tia te d  the proposal fo r  a labo r 
d ra ft  he made i t  p a rt o f a five- 
po in t p rogram . “ 1 would no t re ­
commend a na tiona l service la w ,”  
said Roosevelt, “ unless the o ther 
laws were passed to  keep down 
the cost o f liv in g , to share equi­
ta b ly  the burdens o f taxa tion , to  
hold the  s tab iliza tion  line  and to  
prevent undue p ro fits .”  A ltho ug h  
Congress has made a shambles 
o f his “ five -p o in t”  p rogram , the 
President has N O T  w ith d ra w n  
his proposal to  d ra ft  labo r fo r  
p riva te  p ro fit.

In  recent weeks, the labo r 
movement has experienced an up­
surge o f m ilita n c y , characterized 
by increasing resistance to  the 
un ion-busting  d rive  o f B ig  Busi-

ness. Roosevelt’s “ seizures”  are 
p a rt o f his fra n t ic  e f fo r t  to head 
o f f  any move tow a rd  independent 
labo r action which would unleash 
another m a jo r labo r cris is . One 
th a t w ill no t be so easily resolved 
nor so qu ick ly  a llayed. The d i f ­
ferences th a t d iv ide A ve ry  and 
Roosevelt are not those o f basic 
po licy and d irec tion  bu t sole ly o f 
tempo. The rea l com p la in t ol 
A ve ry  and his crowd is no t th a t 
Roosevelt isn ’ t t ra v e llin g  in the 
r ig h t d irection  but th a t he isn ’t 
go ing fa s t enough nor fa r  enough. 
The p re da to ry  gang o f W a ll 
S treet freebooters, g row n a rro ­
ga n t w ith  p e lf and power, w an t 
an end o f “ codd ling”  labo r and 
an unrestra ined use o f the iron 
fis t.

“ S E IZ U R E ”  H O A X

The proposal fo r  a “ W ork-o r- 
F ig h t”  law hangs lik e  a noose 
over the head o f the labo r move­
ment. The workers are lea rn ing  
th rough b itte r  experience th a t 
the th e a tr ica l p lan t seizures are 
m ere ly a device to break s trikes 
and get the w orkers back on the 
job  w ith ou t having gained th e ir  
demands. When th is  lesson has 
been absorbed i t  w i l l  become in ­
creas ing ly  d if f ic u lt  to  foo l the 
w orkers in to  depending on a Roos­
eve lt “ seizure”  to  defend th e ir  
unions and th e ir  contracts. The 
labo r movement w ill then w itness 
a re v iv a l o f the slogan made fa ­
mous by the coal m iners; No 
con tract —  no w o rk ! I f  the gov­
ernm ent has the power to “ seize”  
a p lan t, i t  has the power to  sign 
a con tract. The hoax o f “ se iz ing”

F O R E M E N ' S S T R I K E
(Continued fro m  page I )

a p lan t, he rd ing the w orkers back 
to  th e ir  jobs, and then tu rn in g  the 
p lan t back to  the com pany when 
“ the productive e ffic iency o f the 
p lan t and fa c ilit ie s  has been re ­
stored”  w i l l  be discarded by Roos­
evelt .for o the r and sharper weap­
ons when w o rkers  adopt as th e ir  
own th is  m iners slogan: No con­
tra c t —  no w o rk !

Roosevelt, however, feels th a t 
the tim e  is no t y e t ripe . He 
counts heav ily  on the com ing in ­
vasion to w h ip  up a hyste ria , 
under cover o f w hich, labo r can 
be crushed in to  submission. 
W ith  the aid o f his labo r lackeys, 
he feels th a t he can keep the lid  
on fo r  the nex t period. F a ilin g  
th a t, he has in  reserve, the “ W ork- 
o r-F ig h t”  b ill now before the 
Senate M il i ta ry  Com m ittee, by 
w h ich w orkers on s tr ik e  can be 
inducted in to  A rm y  labo r b a tta ­
lions and herded back to  th e ir  
jobs under pena lty  o f a m il ita ry  
co u rt-m a rtia l.

These are the  p lans! B u t these 
plans w il l  be swept away like  
c h a ff once the Am erican w orkers 
take the road o f independent ac­
tion  on both the economic and 
po litica l fields.

fac tu re rs . Over a year ago, the 
N L R B  issued a sta tem ent th a t 
foremen did no t constitu te  a ba r­
g a in ing  u n it  because they were 
representatives o f m anagement 
and a t the  same tim e  employes 
o f managem ent. “ T h a t,”  Keys 
said, “ leaves us ne ithe r flesh nor 
fow l. W e are iden tified w ith  m an­
agement but have no voice in  
management policies. W e are 
employes but. have no way to  
speak fo r  ourselves as employes.”

R A N K  A N D  F IL E  SUPPORT

The contention o f the forem en 
fro m  the beg inn ing has been th a t 
they are employes o f the com­
pany the same as the  sweepers, 
la the hands, press operators, etc., 
and should en joy the same ba r­
g a in ing  r ig h ts  as these employes 
w o rk in g  under o ther classifica­
tions. Tn th is  s tr ik e  the ran k - 
and-file  Ü A W -C IO  members gave 
complete support to  the  fo re ­
m en’s un ion — recogn iz ing th e ir  
p icket lines wherever they  were 
in force. Despite any antagonism  
th a t m ig h t have prev ious ly  ex­
isted between U A W  members 
and the forem en, the m ain p r in c i­
ples involved were im m ed ia te ly  
recognized by the  U A W  m em ­
bers.

In  the course o f the w a r thou­
sands o f m il ita n t  U A W  members 
have become forem en. The In ­
te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive  Board o f 
the  U A W  came to  the support o f 
the  forem en by dec la ring : “ We
condemn the re fusa l o f the  cor­
porations to  ba rga in  co llec tive ly  
w ith  th e ir  forem en. T h is  a tt itu d e  
on the p a rt o f the corpora tions 
plus the re fusa l o f the N L R B  
to g ra n t forem en the r ig h t  to  o r­
ganize, and the  fa ilu re  o f the 
W’ L B  to  accept ju r is d ic tio n  in  the 
forem en’s d ispu te  m ust be held 
responsible fo r  the present 
s tr ik e .”

P IC K E T  L IN E
W hen the  s tr ik e  occurred a t 

the b ig  M ack Avenue p la n t o f 
B riggs  M fg . Co., the  forem en 
started  fro m  the a irc ra f t  d iv is ion  
and m arched th rou gh  the en tire  
p la n t —  tw o  long c ity  blocks —  
being jo ined on the w ay by w a it­
in g  groups o f forem en in  th e ir  
hats and coats. B y  the  tim e  th is  
sm all a rm y  reached the main en­
trance o f the  p la n t on M ack Ave. 
enthusiasm  had reached its  h ig h ­
est peak. The w orkers in  the 
plants —  a ll C IO  members —  
had lined up a ll a long the way 
on both sides o f the con tingen t 
o f m arch ing forem en and cheer­
ed them  on. A m id  applause they 
shouted “ A t ta  Boys! S tick  i t  
ou t and you’l l  w in  you r de­
mands.”  “ Three Cheers! A t  la s t 
the forem en are w ak ing  up 
to o !”

In  one departm ent 12 forem en 
gathered, w a it in g  fo r  the  m arch 
to  reach th e ir  section o f the 
p lan t. W hen they received the 
word ten o f them  donned th e ir  
ha ts and coats and walked, two 
abreast, th rou gh  the departm ent. 
The w orkers stopped th e ir  m a-

chines and cheered lu s ti ly .  The 
o ther tw o  “ weaker elem ents”  
grabbed th e ir  be longings and 
walked th rough  a fte r  them. They 
were likew ise cheered. Scab fo re ­
men who a ttem pted to  rem ain 
on the job  were booed out o f the 
p la n t by noon.

N A M  A D A M A N T

W hy did  the corpora tions and 
the N A M  rem ain  so adam ant in 
re fus ing  the forem en recogn ition  
o f th e ir  un ion? W hy did the 
N L R B  and the W L B  e x p lic it ly  
show th e ir  boss-class ro le  ? In  
the heat o f the f ig h t the N L R B  
and W L B  displayed com ple te ly 
th e ir  p a r t ia l ity .  The corpora tions 
and th e ir  governm ent agencies 
were cognizant o f the fa c t th a t 
the un ion iza tion  o f the forem en 
which would a lig n  them  w ith  
the organized labo r movem ent 
would render m ore d if f ic u lt  the 
c a rry in g  ou t o f th e ir  un ion-bust­
in g  plans.

As usual, the  kep t press tr ie d  
to  w h ip  up a lynch hys te ria  
aga inst the men on s tr ike . The 
W LB  dragged General A rno ld  in 
to  te s t ify  th a t the s tr ik e  th re a t­
ened to  upset a ll o f the invasion 
plans. In  rep ly  to  th is  conten­
tio n  one o f the forem en who 
stated h is son was now w ith  the 
A rm y  in  the Solomons, said: “ I  
don’t  th in k  th a t anyone knows 
w hether th is  s tr ik e  h inders in ­
vasion plans. I f  m anagem ent is 
so concerned over th a t, w hy isn ’t  
some e f fo r t  made to  g ive us 
enough concessions so th a t we 
can go back to  w o rk ? ”  The 
s tr ik e  could have been settled in ­
s ta n tly — in  fa c t i t  would no t have 
occurred —  i f  the men had been 
granted the dem ocratic r ig h t  to  
barga in co llec tive ly  th rou gh  an 
organ iza tion  o f th e ir  own choos­
ing . B u t the  fun c tion  o f the 
W LB , th e  brass hats and the 
whole Roosevelt labo r re la tions 
m achine is to  break s trikes, no t 
to  g ra n t jus tice  to  the demands 
o f the w orkers.

A f te r  20 days o f s tr ik e  the 
forem en re turned to  th e ir  jobs 
a t the request o f th e ir  union o f­
ficers. The W L B  was f in a lly  
forced to  assume ju r is d ic tio n  
over th e  F A A  —  in  e ffec t, as­
se rtin g  th a t the forem en had the 
r ig h t  to  organize and ba rga in  
co llec tive ly— a position  th a t they 
had denied fo r  so long. The 
forem en’s s tr ik e  indicates the 
depth o f the p o lit ic a l and eco­
nom ic fe rm en ta tion  th a t ex is ts  
in the  in d u s tr ia l c ity  o f D e tro it.

A s  the un ion-busting  plans o) 
the corpora tions and the r is in g  
cost o f liv in g  continues to  a ffec t 
a ll groups o f workers, those who 
have labored under the illus ion  
th a t they are a special and p r iv i­
leged group o f employes are be­
g inn ing  to  rea lize th a t th e ir  in ­
terests are inseparab ly bound up 
w ith  those o f the rest o f th e ir  
class —  the w o rk ing  class.

Mack Co. Strikers 
Protest War Labor 
Board’s Stalling

A L L E N T O W N , Pa., M ay 19—  
A pp rox im a te ly  3,000 w orkers at 
the M ack M a n u fac tu ring  C orpor­
ation  here today ended a fo u r- 
day m ilita n t s tr ik e  called in  p ro ­
tes t against the  s ta ll in g  o f the 
W ar Labor Board on several 
cases v ita l ly  a ffe c tin g  the M ack 
employes. The cases invo lve the 
issues o f job  c lassification, a new 
contract and the lockout since 
M ay 6 o f 250 workers a t the 
com pany’s F u lle rton  p lan t.

The s tr ike rs , members o f L o ­
cal 677, CIO  U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers  U n ion, voted to re tu rn  
to th e ir  jobs under the combined 
pressure o f the company, the 
various governm ent agents who 
were h a s tily  rushed to  the scene, 
and th e ir  own in te rna tiona l union 
o ffic ia ls . T h e ir s tr ik e  did force 
the W L B  to  agree to  g ive  im m e­
diate consideration to  one o f th e ir  
m a jo r grievances and p u t pow­
e rfu l pressure on the  company 
and governm ent to  speed up th e ir  
cases.

S P O N TA N E O U S  PRO TEST

The w a lkou t began as a spon­
taneous p ro te s t la s t M onday 
m orn ing . In  ap p ro x im a te ly  an 
hour, every shop was em ptied o f 
w orkers. Representatives o f the 
A rm y , W LB , W PB, and US Con­
c ilia tio n  Service were im m edia te­
ly  rushed to  the spot. They p re ­
vailed upon th e  loca l executive 
board to  ca ll a special m eeting 
u rg in g  the  w orkers to  h a lt  the 
s tr ik e  and leave th e ir  problem s 
in  the  hands o f the W LB . Mean­
w h ile , the Regional W L B  called 
a hearing  fo r  today in  P h ilade l­
ph ia  fo r  the com pany and union 
to  show cause w hy w o rk  a t a ll 
p lan ts, in c lud in g  the  F u lle rto n  
shop, should no t be resumed.

A t  a packed un ion m eeting on 
Wednesday, the  w orkers voted 
unan im ously to  continue the 
s tr ik e  u n t il a f te r  le a rn in g  the  re ­
su lts  o f today ’s reg iona l board 
hearing. T h is  action was taken 
in  defiance o f the pleas and 
th re a ts  o f the  A rm y , W P B  and 
C onc ilia tion  Service representa­
tives, aided by the U A W  in te rn ­
a tiona l representative .

W O R K E R S  D E F IA N T

One w o rke r a fte r  another took 
the f lo o r  a t th is  m eeting to  d i 
rect sharp questions a t the “ im  
p a r tia l”  governm ent agents, con­
demn the W L B  and u rge  the 
con tinua tion  o f the s tr ike . The 
governm ent o ffic ia ls  fa ile d  to  an­
swer the p e rtin e n t question o f 
w hy  the W L B  could sum m arily  
o rder the  w orkers  back on the 
job, bu t could issue no d irectives 
to  the company, and w hy the 
workers alone have been forced 
to  make sacrifices.

A no the r m eeting  was called 
la s t n ig h t, w ith  the  local execu­
tiv e  board again u rg in g  a re tu rn  
to  w ork. R ea liz ing  the  combined 
power o f the forces opposing 
them , inc lud ing  th e ir  own in te rn ­
a tiona l o ffice rs, a m a jo r ity  o f 
the s tr ik e rs  fin a lly  agreed to 
end the w a lkou t today, re tu rn  to  
w o rk  w ith  m orale unbroken and 
prepare to  resume the s trugg le  
under m ore favo rab le  conditions. 
The m il ita n t  tem per o f the  w o rk ­
ers was fu r th e r  revealed by the 
fa c t th a t a good 35 per cent o f 
the  m eeting  s t i l l  voted fo r  s tr ike .

Worthington Steel 
Workers Strike As 
Grievances Pile Up

N E W A R K , N . J.. M ay 18 —  
The m u ltitu de  o f unsettled g r ie v ­
ances covering the  past year, 
which caused 3,000 members o f 
Steel Local 1 8 3 3 -0 0  to  drop 
th e ir  tools and leave the 3 p lants 
o f the W orth in g to n  C orpo ra tion  
on Tuesday are s im ila r  to the 
grievances which ex is t fo r  the 
m a jo r ity  o f local unions today. 
On the o ther hand, the h is to ry  
and com position o f the Local are 
peculiar to  its e lf. T h is  was the 
f irs t w a lkou t to  take place in  28 
years. Q uite  a few  o f the men 
s t i l l  ta lk  o f the great s tr ik e  o f 
1916., Each departm ent has its  
qore o f  “ old timers\”  who are 
“ wedded”  to  th e ir  jobs. The 
company, fee lin g  secure on th is  
s o l i d l y  set founda tion , was 
“ shocked”  by the  w o rk  s top­
page.

F o r the past yea r the  un ion 
has been “ processing”  its  d is ­
puted wage clause o f the  1943 
con tract th rough  the in tr ic a te  
m ach inery o f the W LB . On M ay 
15 th is  s till-u n se ttle d  con trac t ex­
pired. The w ord  w ent around 
th a t the company had refused to  
s ign any re troac tive  agreem ent 
covering the 1944 con trac t and 
th a t the  un ion would be w o rk in g  
w ith o u t a con tract a f te r  m id ­
n ig h t. T h is  was the  im m edia te 
cause o f the w a lkou t.

W A L K O U T  SPREADS

A t  12:00 m id n ig h t a group o f 
men fro m  the fou nd ry , echoing 
the slogan o f the coal m iners —  
No con tract —  No w o rk ! —  
walked o f f  the  job. The fo llo w ­
in g  m orn ing  the fo u n d ry  day- 
s h if t  refused to s ta r t  w o rk  and 
collected in  the yard . M ost o f 
the machine shop (across the 
ya rd  fro m  the fo u n d ry ) were 
s ta r t in g  the day ’s w o rk . A  few  
w orkers collected a t the entrance 
to find pu t w h a t was happening 
a t the fou nd ry . Suddenly some­
one shouted, “ E verybody o u t!”  
W ith in  fifteen  m inutes the whole 
p la n t was ou t on the street.

Steve M oran, president o f the 
un ion, clim bed to  the gate-house 
ro o f and addressed the  men. A f ­
te r  exp la in ing  the no -s trike  
pledge, rea ffirm e d  a t the N a tio n ­
al Convention o f the U n ited  Steel 
W orkers  a few  days before, he 
advised, “ i f  you pe rs is t on y o u r 
present course th a t you go home 
then w a it  fu r th e r  n o tifica tio n  over 
you r rad io .”  He then urged the  
men to  re tu rn  to  w ork . A f te r  
shouts o f “ No, no, you don’t 
mean th a t, S teve!”  and “ W e’re 
go ing  hom e!”  the men g ra du ­
a lly  le f t  the scene leav ing  the 
p la n t unpicketed. No one on 
the n ig h t-s h if t  entered the p lan t.

The ne x t a fte rnoon  a m eeting 
was held a t the C ontinenta l B a ll­
room w ith  over 2000 men in a t­
tendance. A t  each request th a t  
they adhere to  the “ No w o rk , no 
ta lk ”  po licy  o f the  conc ilia to rs  
the  w orkers  shouted, “ N o !”  
George M ufson, in te rn a tio n a l re ­
presenta tive o f U S W  was booed 
o f f  the  f lo o r  a fte r  speaking a 
few  sentences. Two o the r in te r ­
na tiona l representatives hovered 
d isc ree tly  in  the rea r on the speak­
ers’ p la tfo rm , hav ing  been 
round ly  booed as they  came 
down the aisle.

Commander Yandell, represent­
in g  the N avy, a fte r  com m enting 
th a t he had never been booed be­
fore , to ld  the men th a t there was 
no sense in  ask ing fo r  the N avy  
to  take over as the N avy would 
m a in ta in  the conditions which ex­
isted d u rin g  the f irs t  day o f the 
s tr ike .

A  representa tive  o f the  la bo r 
d iv is ion  o f the W LB , round-faced, 
a m aroon hanky in  h is breast 
pocket, took  his tu rn  by te ll in g  
a joke. A  p re tty  good joke 
w h ich was received w ith  a b u rs t 
o f laugh te r. B u t his plea to  re ­
tu rn  to w o rk  was also shouted 
down. The deadlock was f in a lly  
broken by a m otion  fro m  the 
f lo o r  to  re tu rn  fo r  30 days pend­
in g  a settlem ent. T h is  m otion  
was carried.

The common fe e lin g  o f the men 
is th a t the  w a lkou t so lid ified  the 
w orkers and showed th e ir  de ter­
m ina tion  to f ig h t fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts . 
The p re va ilin g  a ttitu d e  was: “ The 
company needed a lesson and go t 
one!”
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The Fraud Of Government "Trust-Busting"
By Miriam Carter

On Janua ry  G, 1944 a fa m il ia r  fa rce  was 
enacted in  W ash ing ton. The A n t i- t ru s t  
d iv is io n  o f the  D epartm ent o f Justice filed 
a s u it aga inst Du Pont, Rem ington A rm s 
and Im p e ria l Chemical Indus tries  o f G reat 
B r ita in , cha rg ing  them  w ith  being monopo­
lies in  re s tra in t o f trade. The s u it was 
accompanied by a scath ing denouncement 
o f tru s ts  by W endell Rerge, head o f the 
a n t i- tru s t d iv is ion .

“ The arrangem ents between t h e s e  
groups,”  he said, “ i f  a llow ed to  go unde­
tected and free  fro m  enforcem ent o f do­
m estic law s a re  no th in g  b u t p r iv a te  tre a ­
ties— as fa r-re a ch in g  as any governm enta l 
action  bu t free  fro m  Congressional sanc­
tio n . T h e ir  p roduction quotas and div is ions 
o f m arke ts are p r iv a te  ta r i f f s  enforced 
w ith o u t le g is la tive  consideration.”  (N . Y. 
T im es, Jan. 7.)

Sherman Anti-Trust Act
A f te r  b re a th ing  fire  and thunder aga inst 

these g ia n t, p o w e rfu l monopolies, M r. 
Berge p ro m p tly  s ta ted th a t “ he would be 
satisfied i f  the  defendants were to  enter 
a consent decree p ro v id in g  fo r  the  re ­
medies the  Justice D epartm ent is seeking. 
O r, he said, i f  a t r ia l  is necessary, i t  may 
be postponed, as o ther a n t i- tru s t cases 
have. Even w ith o u t special de ferm ent, he 
added, the  issues m ig h t no t reach t r ia l  fo r  
a year, by w h ich tim e  the w a r may have 
ended.”  (N . Y . T im es, Jan. 7.)

In  th is  w ay another ty p ic a l chapter was 
added to  A m erican  governm ent “ tru s t 
bus ting ,”  a h is to ry . w h ich  dates as fa r  
back as 1890.

I t  was in  1890 th a t  the  Sherman A n t i-

T ru s t A c t was passed, to  a lla y  the  discon­
te n t o f the  fa rm ers , w orkers and sm all 
business men who had su ffe red  fro m  the 
ru th less m ethods used by the  Robber 
Barons in  the  b u ild in g  o f th e ir  g ia n t tru s ts . 
However, under the Sherman A n ti-T ru s t 
A c t, tog e the r w ith  the  C layton A c t o f 191G 
w h ich was to  have p u t “ tee th ”  in to  it ,  the 
g re a t tru s ts  have flou rish ed  and grow n to 
such g iga n tic  p ropo rtions  th a t today they 
have the  en tire  economy, as w e ll as the 
governm ent, under th e ir  thum b.

The m ost p icturesque “ t ru s t  buster”  was 
P resident Theodore Roosevelt. He roared, 
and waved his “ b ig  s tic k ”  a t the “ p lunder- 
bund”  as he called the  tru s ts . M eanwhile, 
the y  qu ie tly  raked in  the  spoils.

Ferd inand Lundberg  says in  h is  exhaus­
tiv e  and a u th o rita tiv e  s tudy, A m erica ’s 
S ix ty  F am ilies  th a t Theodore Roosevelt 
“ lik e  a d u t ifu l schoolboy, subm itted  a ll o f­
fic ia l proclam ations to  the  magnates and 
accepted th e ir  rescrip ts . . . W hen Roose­
v e lt ’s tw o  term s are weighed i t  becomes 
pa ten t th a t d u rin g  th is  period, and w ith  
Roosevelt’s co llabora tion , J. P. M organ and 
Com pany and his c lients made the greatest 
progress in  th e ir  h is to ry . The evidence in 
support o f th is  conclusion is  crush ing  . . . 
In  1900, fo r  exam ple, the re  were 149 trus ts  
o f $4 b illio n  c a p ita liza tio n ; when the  ‘ tru s t 
busting1 Roosevelt breezed ou t o f the 
W h ite  House the re  w ere  10,020 w ith  $31 
b illion s  o f cap ita liza tio n .”

Morgan-Rockefeller Feud
The a n t i- tru s t law s w ere on the  books, 

appa ren tly , on ly  to  be used by  one g ia n t 
corpora tion  in  t r y in g  to  cope w ith  a com­
p e tito r. Theodore Roosevelt favo red  the

house o f J. P. M organ, and the tw e n ty -five  
a n t i- tru s t su its b rough t b y  h is a d m in is tra ­
tion  were d irected aga inst the Rockefeller 
em pire. A ccord ing to  Lundberg , “ The 
Roosevelt-Rockefeller feud le n t co lor to  the 
popu lar m isconception th a t the President 
was hostile  to  g re a t wealth . B u t the mere 
com position o f Roosevelt’s Cabinets show­
ed th a t he bore no i l l  w i l l  tow ard  the 
‘plunderbund’.”

T a ft, on the o ther hand, who fo llow ed 
Roosevelt, was in R ockefe lle r’s camp, and 
the fo r ty - fiv e  a n t i- tru s t su its  b ro ug h t by 
his a d m in is tra tio n  were directed a t the 
M organ combines.

The net resu lt o f th is  much publicized 
t ru s t  busting  was the fu r th e r  entrench­
ment o f the  tru s ts  and increased power 
o f a few  ind iv idua ls  over the whole o f 
A m erican life .

The P u jo  Com m ittee o f 1912, set up by 
the House o f Representatives, revealed 
“ th a t J. P. M organ, George F. Baker, and 
James S tillm an , by means o f v ir tu a l shoe­
s tr ing s . contro lled in  an absolute sense the 
money m arke t o f the  na tion . U nder M o r­
gan dom ination  were companies w ith  an 
aggregate cap ita liza tio n  o f $17,273,000,000, 
inc lud ing  the  U n ited  States Steel Corpo­
ra tio n , the In te rn a tio n a l H a rves te r Com­
pany, the In te rn a tio n a l M ercan tile  M arine , 
the Am erican Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, the New Haven R a ilroad , the 
New  Y o rk  L ife  and E qu itab le  L ife  In s u r­
ance companies, and m any others.”

The consolidation o f the tru s ts  a t the 
expense o f the A m erican people proceeded 
a t an accelerated pace d u rin g  W o rld  W ar 
I, and in  the post w a r era. M ore than tw o 
th ird s  o f the $30-b illion  p ro fit made by the

corpora tions d u rin g  the w a r w ent to  those 
companies designated by the Pujo Com­
m ittee  as under the dom ina tion  o f the 
“ Money T ru s ts .”

Graham Committee Report
The Graham Com m ittee, appointed a fte r  

the te rm in a tio n  o f the la s t w a r to in ve s ti­
ga te w a r frauds, reported “ the various 
agencies o f the Council o f N a tion a l De­
fense and the W a r D epartm ent no t on ly  
pe rm itted  th is  v io la tio n  o f the  statutes, 
bu t encouraged it ,  and in  some cases o rder­
ed com binations to  be made th a t were in
v io la tio n  o f the law....... I t  is  probably exact
to  say tha t never in  the h is to ry  o f the 
coun try  was a grea te r im petus given to  
ille g a l tru s ts  and com binations in re s tra in t 
o f trade than was given by the practices 
above re fe rred  to .”

The g re a t depression w h ich h i t  in  1929 
and im poverished the  g re a t mass o f the 
Am erican people once aga in  roused a bu rn ­
in g  resentm ent aga ins t the trus ts . P aying 
lip  service to th is  resentm ent, F ra n k lin  D. 
Roosevelt im ita te d  the f irs t  Roosevelt in 
fu lm in a tin g  aga inst “ economic ro y a lis ts ” . 
B u t, ju s t as d u rin g  Theodore Roosevelt’s 
ad m in is tra tion , the  louder the ho w ling  the 
m ore intense became the  process o f mono­
po liza tion  o f A m erican in d u s try  and f in ­
ance.

U nder the “ New Deal” , the demagogic 
a ttack  on the A m erican tru s ts  led, in  1938, 
to  the establishm ent o f the Tem porary  N a ­
tio n a l Economic Com m ittee, a governm ent 
com m ittee set up “ to  make a fu l l  and com­
plete study and in ves tig a tion  w ith  respect
to ----- m onopoly, and the  concentration o f
economic power in and financia l con tro l over

production  and d is tr ib u tio n  o f goods and 
services.”

Monopolies Under Roosevelt
The T N E C  m et fo r  a year and h a lf. 

They questioned 552 witnesses. They came 
out, fin a lly , w ith  a vast 82 volum e repo rt 
th a t proved by detailed fac ts  and figures 
“ th a t m ost o f the w ea lth  and income o f 
the coun try  is owned by a few  la rge  cor­
porations, th a t these corpora tions, in  tu rn  
are owned by an in fin ite s im a lly  sm all num ­
ber o f people, and th a t the p ro fits  fro m  
the opera tion o f these corpora tions go to 
a very  sm all g roup ......”

In  1937, they reported, 10,000 persons 
(.008 percent o f the popu la tion) owned one 
fo u rth  o f a ll th e  corpora te stock in  the 
country . One h a lf  o f the stock is owned 
by 75,000 persons, o r .06 percent o f the 
popu lation. The Du Ponts, the M ellons and
the Rockefellers themselves, con tro l 11

)
percent o f the  to ta l assets o f the 200 
la rges t non-financia l corpora tions, am ount­
in g  to $8 b illion .

The dominance o f th is  sm all group is 
s tead ily  increasing, reported th is  com­
m ittee . “ F rom  1919 to  1939 inclusive, 
95,020 corpora tions have gone ou t o f in ­
d u s try  and commerce. T h is  is a t the 
average ra te  o f more than  4,500 annua lly . 
M any o f these losses have been by m er­
g e r - ...”

The economic debacle o f 1929 drove m a­
ny  sm all businesses out o f existence, and 
served to  fu r th e r  entrench the  la rge  cor­
porations.

Since the pub lica tion  o f the T N E C  re­
p o rt th is  process o f the  tig h te n in g  o f tru s t 
con tro l and dominance has proceeded a t a

rap id  ra te . In  M ay 1942, the W a r Produc­
tio n  Board reported th a t 100 la rge  com­
panies had 75 percent o f w a r con tracts  
valued a t $50,000 o r over. The trem endous 
p ro fits  raked in on th e ir  contracts by 
th is  t in y , pow erfu l g roup have served to  
increase th e ir  share o f the na tiona l income.

The se lf-s ty led  “ New Deal”  a d m in is tra ­
tion  has been the lever by which the c o r­
porations have gained ever g rea te r con­
tro l over Am erican governm ent, in d u s try  
and finance.

W hen corpora tion  abuse becomes so 
f la g ra n t  th a t i t  is  im possib le to conceal 
the A n t i- t ru s t  d iv is ion  is forced to  b r in g  
su it. They have a pa t rou tine  w h ich as­
sures th e  corpora tions in  advance th a t the  
s u it is ju s t a b it  o f w indow  dressing fo r  
pub lic  consum ption. M oreover, innum er­
able a n t i- tru s t actions have been “ post­
poned”  in  order n o t to  in te rfe re  w ith  the 
“ w a r e f fo r t . ”  The governm ent, w h ich  never 
hesitates to  take out the  b ig  s tick  aga inst 
m il ita n t  w orkers  who demand a l iv in g  
wage, is in v a ria b ly  ve ry  gentle, under­
stand ing and cooperative w ith  the l'apaci- 
ous trus ts .

Today, as when the tru s ts  f irs t  appeared 
the voluble a ttacks o f “ tru s t busters”  have 
served on ly as a cover fo r  the ac tiv itie s  o f 
the m onopolists. In  fac t, i t  has been d u rin g  
the a d m in is tra tion  o f the se lf-p roc la im ed 
“ enemies”  o f the trus ts , such as the f irs t  
and second Roosevelts, th a t the tru s ts  have 
made some o f th e ir  greatest gains. The 
g reater the hue and c ry  raised by the cap­
i ta l is t  governm ent against the  tru s ts , the 
more lush are the  p ro fits  and the  more 
entrenched do the tru s ts  become in  A m e r­
ican life .

Working Conditions 
In  Rubber Industry

4th Anniversary O f The Murder O f Robert Harte 
In The May 1940 GPU Assault A gainst Trotsky

F our years ago, in  the pre-dawn darkness on M ay 24, 1940, an 
armed gang o f some 30 S ta lin is t agents, f ir in g  machine guns and 
h u r lin g  incendiary bombs, invaded the Coyoacan home o f Leon 
T ro ts k y  in  the f irs t  open a ttem p t to assassinate Len in ’s co llabora to r, 
o rgan izer and leader o f the Red A rm y  and the founder o f the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l. The e f fo r t  to fire  the premises indicated the in te n t to 
destroy T ro ts k y ’s archives, expecia lly the m anuscrip t o f his b iography 
o f S ta lin .

B y  “ an accident o f w a r,”  as T ro ts k y  h im se lf la te r described it ,  
none o f the GPU machine gun slugs th a t ridd led  his room  and bed 
found th e ir  intended m ark. T ro tsky  and his w ife  N a ta lia , whose death 
was also sought, had flu n g  themselves fro m  th e ir  bed a t the f irs t  
sound o f f ir in g  and m iracu lous ly  escaped detection in a da rk  corner 
o f the room.

B u t when the assailants had fled , confident th a t the y  had 
achieved th e ir  purposes, i t  was discovered th a t one o f T ro ts k y ’s 
household was m issing. The young A m erican re vo lu tio n is t and mem­
ber o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty , Robert Sheldon H a rte , one o f 
T ro ts k y ’s secre tary-guards, had been seized by the assassins.

One m onth la te r, a f te r  the M exican police had uncovered every 
de ta il o f the crim e, arrested m ore than a score o f known S ta lin is ts  
and secured fu l l  confessions exposing the roles o f a ll pa rtic ip an ts , 
H a rte ’s body was found in a lim e -filled  p it  o f a ce lla r in an old shack 
near Coyoacan, ad m itte d ly  the headquarters where the a ttack  had

Reproduction o f plaque in  m emory o f Robert Sheldon H a rte . 
T h is  plaque was placed in  the cou rtya rd  o f Leon T ro ts k y ’s res i­
dence in  Coyoacan, Mexico.

Dissolution Of C.P. 
Voted At Convention

(Continued from  page 1)

keynote was “ na tiona l u n ity ”  be­
tween the w orkers and the ex­
p lo ite rs  in  the in te rests o f de­
fen d in g  cap ita lism . B u t th is  l i t t le  
con trad ic tion  did no t bo ther the 
hand-picked delegates in  the 
least.

T H E  N E W  C O N S T IT U T IO N

The p ro -cap ita lis t, a n ti-w o rk ­
ing-class, counter - revo lu tiona ry  
na tu re  o f the new S ta lin is t set­
up is p la in ly  revealed in  the new 
con s titu tion  w h ich  provides fo r  
the expulsion o f anyone who 
seeks to  “ subvert, undermine, 
weaken o r ove rth row  any o r a ll 
in s titu tio n s  o f A m erican democ­
racy .”  T h is  n a tu ra lly  applies, in 
the f irs t  place, to  any rnnk-and- 
f ile r  who may express doubt about, 
no t to  m ention ac tive ly  oppose 
the s trike -b re a k in g  ac tiv itie s  o f 
the lead ing S ta lin is t coterie and 
its  open co llabora tion  w ith  W a ll 
S tree t aga inst the w orkers, or 
who s t i l l  w a n t to  s tru g g le  fo r  
socialism .

However, w h ile  w a rn in g  po­

te n tia l reca lc itran ts , the conven­
tion  th re w  a verbal sop in  the 
d irec tion  o f w o rk ing -c lass m i l i t ­
ants by adop ting  a reso lu tion 
suppo rting  the demand o f the 
steel w o rkers  fo r  a 17-cent-an- 
hour wage increase, dec la ring : 
“ The wage demands o f the steel 
w orkers deserve the active sup­
p o rt o f the  en tire  na tion . The 
steel w orkers, now as in  the  past, 
are cham pioning the in te rests  o f 
the en tire  labo r m ovem ent.”

No class-conscious w o r k e r  
should be m isled by th is  s le igh t- 
of-hand t r ic k  by the  S ta lin is t 
p o lit ic a l shysters. They pay lip - 
service to  the jus tice  o f the w o rk ­
ers’ s tru g g le  to  m a in ta in  th e ir  
l iv in g  standards aga inst the as­
saults o f cap ita lism  —  on ly  in  
o rder to  stab the  w orkers in  the 
back when they go ou t on s tr ike . 
They did  th is  when the coal m in ­
ers s truck. M ost recen tly  they 
attacked and scabbed on the 
W ard  s tr ik e  which was support­
ed by v ir tu a lly  every section o f 
the labo r movement. They have 
every in te n tio n  o f con tinu ing  
th e ir  s tr ikeb rea k ing  ro le.

been organized and planned. GPU fashion, H a rte  had been s la in  w ith  
tw o  bu lle ts  th rough  his head. To the crim es o f b reaking and en tering , 
assault w ith  deadly weapons, arson and a ttem pted assassination 
were now added the crim es o f k idnapp ing  and m urder.

GPU Caught Red-handed
The leaders o f the a tta ck  and s la y ing  were a lm ost im m ed ia te ly  

uncovered. One was D av id  A lfa ro  S iqueiros, no torious GPU gunm an 
and one-tim e “ colonel”  o f the S ta lin is t forces in  Spain. A nd to  
establish ir re fu ta b ly  the fa c t o f fu l l  S ta lin is t com p lic ity , D avid 
Serrano, m ember o f the P o litica l Com m ittee o f the M exican Com­
m un is t P a rty , was named a ch ie f o rgan izer and p a rtic ip a n t by signed 
statem ents o f fo u r  o f the self-confessed assassins.

The whole p o lit ic a l background o f the crim e, the vast resources 
th a t were required and which could come on ly fro m  such an o rgan iza ­
tion  as the GPU, the confessions o f the pa rtic ip an ts , inc lud ing  
S iqueiros,’ were su ffic ie n t in  themselves to  place the g u ilt  upon 
S ta lin . The subsequent steps taken to  save S iqueiros and the o ther 
gangsters on ly  fu r th e r  revealed the pow erfu l hand o f the K rem lin .

W hen Siqueiros was apprehended, S ta lin is t pressure was b rough t 
to bear on the M exican o ffic ia ldom . He was able to  flee  h is  b a il 
w ith  h is papers a l l s trang e ly  in  order, f ir s t  to  Cuba, and then to 
South A m erica . N o o ffic ia l e ffo r ts  were made to  ex tra d ite  h im . A nd 
now, he has re turned to  M exico, where h e -fre e ly  w a lks  the streets, 
the m ig h ty  a rm  o f S ta lin  ever around h im  to  w ard  o f f  the blows o f 
M exican ju s tice , and openly ta lk s  o f m aking  a “ c u ltu ra l”  to u r  o f the 
U n ited  States under the auspices o f Nelson R ockefe lle r’s com m ittee 
fo r  the coord ination o f in te r-A m erica n  a ffa irs .

The rea l ob ject o f the M ay 24 mass assault was fu lf il le d  less than 
th ree  m onths la te r, when the GPU agent F ra n k  Jacson succeeded in  
ga in in g  access to T ro ts k y ’s s tudy and b ru ta lly  m urd e rin g  h im  w ith  
a pick-axe.

Robert Sheldon Harte
R obert Sheldon H a rte  was no t the f irs t  o f the courageous young 

revo lu tion is ts  who have sacrificed th e ir  lives in  the defense o f 
T ro tsky ism , the ideas and p rogram  o f M arx ism -Len in ism . Am ong the 
innum erable v ic tim s  o f the GPU te r ro r  machine have been thousands 
o f T ro tsky is ts  in  Soviet Russia and Spain.

N o t a few  o f T ro ts k y ’s closest co-w orkers fe ll under the  m urder- 
blows o f S ta lin , in c lud in g  E rw in  W o lf, Rudolph K lem ent, Ignace 
Reiss, and T ro ts k y ’s own son, Leon Sedov. T hrough th e ir  m urders, 
S ta lin  v a in ly  sought to  drow n the ideas o f T ro tsky ism  in  blood.

Bob H a rte  began his li fe  in  the socia lis t revo lu tio n a ry  movement 
when he jo ined the Socia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  in  New Y o rk  C ity . He 
had been b rough t up in w ea lth  and com fo rt. B u t he hated the system 
which gave un lim ite d  lu x u ry  and p riv ile ge  to  the few , and condemned 
the m any to  poverty , in se cu rity  and class oppression. He sought a 
so lu tion to  the abom inations o f cap ita lism  and found i t  in  the 
T ro ts k y is t movement. F rom  then on, he devoted his whole li fe  to 
the s trugg le  fo r  the soc ia lis t em ancipation o f the w orkers, p a rtic ip a t­
in g  w ith  a ll h is energies in  the a c tiv itie s  o f the  S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty .

W hen he volunteered fo r  h is m ission as a secre ta ry-guard  fo r  
T ro tsky , Bob knew  w e ll the dangers he faced. He understood the 
re lentless vengeance S ta lin  ceaselessly sought to  v is it  on T ro ts k y  
and h is co llabora to rs. He fu l ly  appreciated th a t anyone who stood 
a t T ro ts k y ’s side and tr ie d  to  w a rd  o f f  the assassins’ a ttacks m ig h t 
h im se lf be s tru ck  down. A s a tru e  Bolshevik, he took his post and 
died defending it .

Those who s truck  h im  down have thus fa r  gone free . They are the 
representatives o f a p o lit ic a l system, S ta lin ism , w h ich  is so co rru p t 
and degenerate th a t i t  can m a in ta in  its e lf,  in  the fina l analysis, on ly

In  p repa ra tion  fo r  the conven­
t io n  w h ich was to  place the 
fo rm a l seal upon the tra n s fo rm a ­
t io n  o f the  Com m unist P a rty  in ­
to  an agency o f cap ita lism  and 
reaction , B row der and Co. a t­
tacked, excoria ted and drove 
fro m  the ranks every voice o f 
opposition. Three opposition ists 
were hounded ou t in  N ew  Haven 
on the grounds o f alleged “ con­
c lusive p ro o f th a t they  estab lish­
ed re la tions w ith  the T ro ts k y ite  
section o f H it le r ’s f i f th  column 
in A m erica  and thus were g u ilty  
o f treason to the  w o rk in g  class 
¿nd the na tion .”

T ro tsky ism  is the Len in ism  o f 
today. The T ro tsky is ts - are the 
on ly  consistent leaders in  the 
f ig h t fo r  the  soc ia lis t revo lu tion , 
wh ich in  tu rn  is the on ly  R E A L  
F IG H T  aga inst H itle r is m  and 
fascism .

The Am erican ru lin g  class re ­
cognized th is  when i t  ra ilroaded 
18 T ro tsky is ts  to  prison in  the 
famous M inneapolis t r ia l .  A ll  the 
lies and slanders o f B row der and 
his cohorts w ill not serve to  con­
ceal the progressive, revo lu tion ­
a ry  ro le  o f T ro tsky ism  as “ the 
sole unbending fig h te r fo r  both 
the im m edia te and h is to ric  in ­
terests o f the  workers.

T ro tsky ism , we repeat, is  the 
Lenin ism  o f the present day. I t  
is the in h e r ito r  and guard ian of 
the g re a t tra d itio n s  o f re vo lu tion ­
a ry  M arx ism . The T ro tsky is ts  
snatched the stain less banner o f 
socialism  fro m  the de filing  hands 
o f the S ta lin is t be trayers. P roud­
ly  and u n flin c h in g ly  they  hold 
th is  banner a lo ft, suprem ely con­
fiden t th a t the w orkers w i l l  ra l ly  
behind i t .

RO BERT S H E LD O N  H A R T E , 1915-1940

by te rro r ism , the m achine-gun b last in  the da rk , the b u lle t fro m  
ambush, the  p ick-axe in  the hand o f a h ired  assassin. T h a t is be­
cause the cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  ideas o f S ta lin ism  could no t and 
cannot be defended in  any o the r fash ion. A l l  th e ir  rottenness stands 
instantaneously exposed under free  discussion.

B u t counterposed to  such systems o f rea c tion a ry  te rro r is m  is 
the m ig h ty  m illion-headed re v o lu tio n a ry  movem ent o f the masses. 
The im pending s trugg le  b f “ the vas t m a jo r ity  in  the in te rests o f the 
vast m a jo r ity ”  w i l l  impose its  own h is to r ic  jus tice  th a t w i l l  avenge 
Bob H a rte ’s death, and a ll the countless v ic tim s  and m a rty rs  o f 
c a p ita lis t reaction  and its  agents. T h a t is the on ly  vengeance Bob 
h im se lf, as a T ro ts k y is t, would have wanted.

The T ro ts k y is t m ovem ent fo r  w h ich he gave his life , the  p rogram  
and ideas o f w o rld  socialism , is spreading inexo rab ly  th ro u g h t the 
w orld . O ut o f the bloody chaos and pu tre fa c tio n  o f w o rld  cap ita lism  
are g ro w in g  the forces o f p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion , w h ich  w i l l  sweep 
the old, decayed o rder in to  ob liv ion . S ta lin ism  too, th a t m onstrous 
by-p roduct o f w o rld  c a p ita lis t reaction and px-essure, w i l l  go down 
w ith  the ev il forces th a t bu ttress it .  T riu m p h a n t socialism , fre e in g  
m ankind o f oppressions, w ars, class ty ra n n y , w ant, w i l l  avenge a ll 
the Bob Ila r te s .

On th is  fo u rth  ann iversary  o f h is death, we salute his memory. 
H is  m em ory w il l  rem ain w ith  us, and w ith  a ll the honest revo lu ­
tio n a ry  youth, as a model o f B olshevik courage and devotion, an 
enduring in sp ira tio n  to  those who f ig h t to  bu ild  a new and be tte r 
world .

San Francisco School of Social Science 
Britain in Crisis
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Refreshm ents Served A f te r  F orum

By Theodore Kovalesky
Recently The Militant has 

printed stories concerning the 
venal leadership of the United 
Rubber Workers of America. 
Led by Sherman Dalrymple. 
the URW executive board has 
instituted a terroristic campaign 
of expulsions against militant 
unionists who have fought for 
democracy in the URWUund for 
the rights of the rubber workers 
in the plants.

Just who are the rubber w o rk ­
ers, these members o f the pow­
e rfu l union w ith  the  s t ir r in g  
ti-ad ition  o f the s it-dow n s trikes? 
They are lo n g -su ffe rin g  to ile rs  
who fo r  years have drudged un­
der the most heartless speed-up, 
sweatshop conditions, w h i c h  
squeezed the last ounce o f p ro­
duction, the las t gram  o f energy 
ou t o f th e ir  bodies.

Much o f the w ork in the ru b ­
ber p lan ts is done under the piece­
w ork system, perfected by the 
la te  unlam ented Charles Bedaux, 
bosom friend  o f (op Nazi o f f i­
cials. N o t long ago th is  same 
system , but under the label of 
“ incentive pay”  was en thus ias ti­
ca lly  hailed by the S ta lin is ts  and 
o ther reactionaries. In  rubber 
p lan ts t ire  bu ilders, bead m ak­
ers, o r spo rting  equipm ent w o rk ­
ers, are paid re g u la r piece rates. 
Calender crews, t ire  cu ring  
w orkers, and others who w o rk  in 
gangs are usually paid in  piece­
w ork  “ pools,”  each member o f 
the group i-eceiving a certa in  pe r­
centage o f the to ta l piecework 
earnings. And here in the ru b ­
ber fac to ries  the viciousness o f 
the p iecew oik system is most 
s tr ik in g ly  evident, fo r  the jobs 
are tim ed to a s p lit  second. T im e 
studies here a ll s ta r t  w ith  such 
opening lines as: “ W a lk  to posi­
tio n  . . .  02 seconds.”

A K IL L IN G  PACE

N o t an uncommon s ig h t a t the 
“ p its ”  in  the cu ring  room  o f a 
la rge  t ire  company is to see men 
jum p ou t and i-ace down the 
aisles fo r  about 300 fee t to  the 
locker rooms. W h a t fo r?  In  
order to  p luck ou t b its  o f c igar- 
ets ou t o f l i t t le  niches in  the w a ll 
whei’e they  had hidden them, 
lig h t  them, take  tw o  o r th ree 
hu ng ry  p u ffs , s n u ff out the  butts, 
hide them  again, and rush a ll 
the w ay back to the p its. Occa­
s iona lly  d u rin g  lunch tim e, a man 
w il l  pu t two sandwiches together, 
one on top  o f the other, and h u r­
r ie d ly  cram  the  food in to  his 
m outh. A l l  th is  is p a rt o f the 
piecewoi-k rou tine  in  the rubber- 
indus try .

W ork  is hot, heavy, fa s t and un­
healthy. Rubber is cured at tem ­
peratures v a ry in g  around three 
hundred degrees Fahrenheit, and 
the a ir  is always heavy w ith  
steam. N ear the “ heaters,”  big, 
sw eating men w o rk  s tripped  to 
the w a ist a t a feverish pace.

W O R K IN G  C O N D IT IO N S
In  the  m ix in g  room, under a 

w e ird  ye llow  g la re  fro m  the che­
m ica l-sta ined w indows, shadowy 
figures move among the roa ring , 
snapp ing m ills  th a t g r in d  the 
rubber. T h ick  clouds o f lam pblack 
f i l l  the a ir  where m illm en  are 
m ix in g  stock fo r  t ire  treads. 
These men are dyed as deep a 
b lack as the rubber its e lf.  A s long

as they  w o rk  there , they can 
never ge t e n tire ly  clean.

A t the calender line  the re  are 
more m ills , l i t t le ,  speedy, c o rru ­
gated “ cracker”  m ills  side by side 
w ith  the la rg e r ro lle rs  W'hich 
fu r th e r  soften up the rubber fo r  
the calender ro lls . Speed, a lw ays 
speed! S tories are to ld  o f w o rk ­
e rs  who have caught th e ir  hands 
and arm s in these ro lls . You 
look a t the  calenders and m ills  
and shudder in w a rd ly  when you 
hear about the k id  they took 
down the aisle in a c a rt one 
n ig h t m oaning. “ One a rm ! W h a t 
the he ll good am I go ing to  be 
fo r  the rest o f m y l i fe ? ”

There are re la t iv e ly  few  fa ta l­
ities  in the rubber fac to ries  as 
compared to  the m ines and steel 
m ills , bu t who can watch the t ire  
bu ilders r a c i n g  fe ve rish ly  
aga inst s p lit  seconds a t th e ir  t ire  
drum s w ith o u t fee lin g  th a t these 
men are sho rten ing th e ir  lives 
considerably? A l l  o f them  are 
m uscular, bu t m any lack s u ffi­
c ien t flesh  to  cover th e ir  pa in ­
fu l ly  ta u t sinews. They w o rk  
w ith  a nervous, unabating  haste.

Women w orkers as is the cus­
tom  are even worse o ff .  W ith  
th a t same u rg e n t speed a w'oman 
w o rke r has to rush th rou gh  her 
e igh t hours a t low er ra ted jobs, 
m aking  beads, breakers and 
o ther pa rts  o f tire s  o r inne r tu ­
bes. In  some cases, women even 
do the same jobs as the men, bu t 
at a low'er ra te  o f pay.

Conditions such as these are 
the da ily  li fe  o f thousands o f 
w o rk ing  men and women in  the 
rubber factories. These were 
the conditions th a t im pelled the 
workers to  organize and fig h t 
aga inst cops and tea r gas on the 
p icket line. W o rk  such as th is  
has b u ilt the tires  and the thou­
sand rubber appliances used by 
modern c iv iliz a tio n  . . . and i t  
has b u ilt  a tough section o f our 
w o rk ing  class, th a t is capable o f 
w ag ing great ba ttles. W e sha ll 
hear a g rea t deal more fro m  
them.
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William Haywood -- A Soldier To The Very End 
Homage To A Great Working Class Fighter

M ay 28, 1944 m arks the sixteenth ann iversary  o f the death of 
W ill ia m  D. Haywood, one o f the g reatest and m ost loved figu re * in  the 
h is to ry  o f the A m erican labor movement.

Haywood, born F ebrua ry  4, 1869, spent his en tire  l i fe  in  the 
s trugg le  fo r  the em ancipation o f the w o rk in g  class. A t  the age o f 15, 
he le f t  home to w ork  in the mines o f Nevada, where he entered the 
labo r m ovem ent as a pioneer un ion is t in the W estern Federation of 
M iners  in 1887.

F o r more than a decade the rea fte r, Haywood worked m il ita n t ly  
w ith in  the A m erican Federation o f Labor, u n t il he broke w ith  
the A F L  leadership to tu rn  to  the w o rk  o f bu ild ing  the IW W  a t the 
1904 convention o f the M ine rs ’ Federation. He was cha irm an o f the 
found ing  conference o f the In d u s tr ia l W orkers  o f the W orld  ¡n 1905.

C onstan tly  under th rea t o f prosecution fo r  h is labor activ ities , 
Haywood was loved by the w orkers as much as he was feared and 
hated by the bosses. As a leading member o f the S ocia lis t P a rty , 
he was elected as a delegate to the S ocia lis t Congress o f the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l in  1910. In  th is , the most m il ita n t  period o f the A m e r­
ican Socia list P a rty , under the leadership of Debs, Haywood was a 
devoted w o rke r fo r  its  program  and served on its  N a tion a l Com­
m ittee . When the op po rtu n is t leadership took over the SP in 1912, 
Haywood broke w ith  them and was removed from  his post on the 
N a tion a l Com m ittee. He continued his s trugg le  aga inst opportunism  
when the firs t W orld  W ar broke out. W ith  the outbreak o f the Rus­
sian revo lu tion  he ra llied  to the banner o f the October revo lu tion .

Haywood was n a tu ra 'ly  one o f the ta rge ts  when, upon the ou t­
break o f the f irs t  W orld  W a r, the bosses seized the o p p o rtu n ity  under 
the cover o f “ p a tr io t is m ”  to  launch th e ir  a ttacks aga inst the m ost 
m il ita n t  section o f the Am erican w o rk in g  class, in  p repa ra tion  fo r  
e n try  in to  the im p e ria lis t con flic t.

Persecution o f the IW W  reached a feve r p itch  in the Mesaba 
iron  range o f M innesota in 1916; a lm ost s im u ltaneously came the 
fra m e .u p  o f Mooney and B illin g s  in C a lifo rn ia ; then the m urde r of 
F ra n k  L it t le  in Montana. Laws aga inst “ c r im in a l synd ica lism ”  were 
invoked. In  September, 1917, in tw o widespread ra ids, officers and 
members o f the IW W  were arrested by the thousands, kep t in ja i l  
fo r  months a w a itin g  tr ia l.  Over one hundred leaders, inc lud ing  
Haywood, were fin a l’ y found g u ilty  in  Chicago, in the sp ring  of 
1918, and given sentences ra n g in g  up to  40 years. W hen an appeal 
fo r  a new t r ia l  was granted, Haywood and several others were 
released on bail in  1919. In Chicago, Haywood read th a t he was 
sought by the governm ent on new fram e-up  charges; federa l a rrests 
o f a ll members o f the Com m unist P a rty  and Com m unist Labor P a rty  
■were being prepared; the app lica tion  fo r  a new t r ia l fo r  Haywood 
was f in a lly  denied by the U n ited  States C ourt o f Appeals. Haywood 
sailed fo r  the USSR, where ho spent the rem a inder o f his life .

The a rtic le  on Haywood which appears below was w r itte n  by 
•Tames P. Cannon when the news o f Haywood’s death reached the 
U n ited  States. I t  appeared o rig in a lly  in the D a i’ y W orke r on M ay 
22, 1928.

B y  James P. Cannon
The death o f Haywood was not unexpected. The declin ing  health 

o f the o ’d f ig h te r was known to  his frien ds  fo r  a long tim e. On each 
v is i t  to  Moscow' in  recent years which our P a rty  w o rk  necessitated 
we noted the progressive weakening o f his physica l powers and 
learned o f the repeated attacks o f the fa ta l disease which f in a lly  
b ro ug h t him  down. O ur anxious inqu iries  d u rin g  the past m onth, 
occasioned by the newspaper reports  o f h is illness, on ly  b rough t 
the response th a t his recovery th is  tim e could no t be expected. 
Nevertheless w>e could no t abandon the hope th a t h is f ig h tin g  s p ir it

William Haywood, 1869-1928
and his w i l l  to  live  would p u ll h im  th rough  again, and the news th a t 
death had trium phed in the unequal s trugg le  b rough t a shock of 
g r ie f.

A Soldier to the Last
The death o f Haywood is a double blow' to those who were a t 

once his comrades in the fig h t and his personal friends, fo r  his 
cha racter was such as to invest personal re la tions  w ith  an ex­
tra o rd in a ry  d ig n ity  and im portance. H is  g re a t s ignificance fo r  the 
A m erican and w o rld  labo r movement was also fu l ly  appreciated, 
I  th in k , both by our P a rty  and by the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l, in  
the ranks o f wh ich he ended his career, a so ld ier to the last.

An ou ts tand ing persona lity  and leader of the p re -W ar revo lu ­
tion a ry  labor movement in Am erica and also a member and leader 
o f the modern Communist movement which grew up on its  founda­
tion , B il l Haywood represented a connecting lin k  which helped to 
establish co n tin u ity  between the old movement and the new. 
G row ing ou t o f the soil o f A m erica, o r be tte r, hewn out o f its  rocks, 
he f irs t  entered the labo r movem ent as a pioneer un io n is t o f the 
fo rm a tive  days o f the W estern Federation o f M iners th ir t y  years 
ago. F rom  th a t s ta rt in g  po in t he bent his course tow ard the conscious 
class s trugg le  and marched consis ten tly  on th a t pa th to  the end 
o f his life . He died a Com m unist and a soldier o f the Com m unist 
In te rn a tion a l.

Haywood's Memoirs
I t  is a g re a t fo rtu n e  that, he finished h is m em oirs and th a t they 

are soon to be published. They constitu te  a record o f the class

s trugg le  and o f the labor m ovem ent in  A m erica  o f priceless value 
fo r  the present generation o f labor m ilita n ts . The career o f Haywood 
is bound up w ith  the s to rm y events w h ich have m arked the course 
o f w o rk in g  class developm ent in  A m erica  fo r  th ir t y  years and 
out o f which the basic nucleus o f the modern movem ent has come.

He g rew  up in the hardship and s tragg le  o f the m in in g  camps 
o f the west. G ifted  w ith  the careless physica l courage o f a g ia n t 
and an eloquence o f speech, B il l  soon became a l ’ecognized leader 
o f the m etal m iners and developed writh  them  th rough  epic s trugg les 
tow ard  a m ilita n cy  o f action combined w ith  a soc ia lis tic  understand­
ing , even in th a t ea rly  day, which soon placed the W estern Federation 
o f M iners, w h ich Haywood said “ was born in  a B u ll Pen,”  in  the 
vanguard o f the Am erican labor movement.

I t  was the m erger o f these in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta rian  m ilita n ts  of 
the west w ith  the socia lis t p o lit ic a l elements represented by Debs 
and De Leon which b rough t about the fo rm a tio n  of the IW W  in  1905. 
The fam e and ou ts tand ing  prominence o f Haywood as a labo r leader 
even in th a t day is illu s tra te d  by the fa c t th a t he was chosen ch a ir­
man o f the h is to ric  f irs t  convention o f the IW W  in  1905.

First Convention of the IW W
The b rie f, sim ple speech he delivered there, as recorded in the 

stenographic m inutes o f the convention, stands o u t in m any respects 
as a cha rte r o f labo r o f th a t day. H is plea fo r  the p rinc ip le  o f the 
class s trugg le , fo r  in d u s tr ia l unionism , fo r  special emphasis on the 
unskilled  w orkers, fo r  s o lid a r ity  o f black and w h ite  w orkers and fo r  
a revo lu tiona ry  goal o f the labor s trugg le  an tic ipa ted  m any estab lish­
ed p rinc ip les o f the modern revo lu tiona ry  labo r movement.

The a tte m p t to ra ilroa d  him  to the ga llow s on fram ed-up m urder 
charges in 1906 was thw a rte d  by the colossal p ro tes t m ovem ent o f 
the w orkers  who saw in  th is  fram e-up  against h im  a t r ib u te  to  his 
ta le n t and power as a labor leader and to  his in c o rru p tib ility . H is  
name became a ba ttle  c ry  o f the socia list and labor movement and 
he emerged from  the t r ia l  a na tiona l and in te rn a tio n a l figu re .

He rose m agn ificen tly  to  the new demands placed upon h im  by 
th is  position and soon became recognized fa r  and w ide as the 
au then tic  voice o f the p ro le ta rian  m ilita n ts  o f Am erica. The schemes 
o f the re fo rm is t leaders o f the Socia lis t P a rty  to  use his g re a t name 
and p o p u la r ity  as a shield fo r  them  were fru s tra te d  by the bold 
and resolute course he pursued. T hrough the maze o f in tr ig u e  and 
m achinations o f the re fo rm is t im posters in  the Socia lis t P a rty , he 
shouldered h is w ay w ith  the doctrine o f class s trugg le  and the 
tactics o f m il ita n t  action.

Headed Left Wing
The p ro le ta rian  and revo lu tiona ry  elements gathered around him  

and form ed the pow erfu l “ le f t  w in g ”  o f the [S oc ia lis t] p a rty  which 
made its  bid fo r  power in the convention o f 1912. The “ Reds”  were 
defeated there and the [S oc ia lis t] p a rty  took a decisive step along 
the pa thw ay w hich has led to  its  present position o f re fo rm is t 
bankrup tcy  and open be traya l. The subsequent expulsion o f Haywood 
from  the [ SP ] N a tiona l Executive Com m ittee was a t once a p ro o f 
o f the op po rtu n is t degeneration o f the [S oc ia lis t] p a r ty  and o f his 
own revo lu tiona ry  in te g r ity .

Haywood’s syndica lism  was the outcome o f h is reaction against 
the re fo rm is t policies and pa rlia m en ta ry  cre tin ism  o f the m idd ’e 
class leaders o f the Socia lis t P a r ty — H illq u it ,  B erger and Co. B u t 
syndica lism , which in its  fina l analysis, is “ the tw in  b ro th e r o f 
re fo rm ism ,”  as Lenin has characterized it ,  was on ly  a trans ien t 
l:heory in Haywood’s career. He passed beyond i t  and thus escaped 
tha t degeneration and s te r il ity  which overtook the synd ica lis t move-

CARTEL SWINDLERS NEVER SLEEP
By Ralph Graham

While the working-class is shedding its blood on the many 
battlefields of the imperialist war. the moguls of American big 
business arc engaged, not only in coining outrageous profits from 
the slaughter, but in perfecting arrangements for reviving the 
cartel system whereby monopoly capital divides the world market 
with trusts in foreign countries, thus subjecting the workers to 
an international system of exploitation.

Cartel arrangements between American and German firms 
have merely been suspended “ for the duration,” but the secret 
agreements in which these a r ­
rangem ents were made have 
never been cancelled. I f  German 
cap ita lism  survives the present 
w a r, the agreements w i l l  again 
become operative.

T h is  is made clear in a mono­
graph published by the Senate 
M il i ta ry  A ffa irs  Com m ittee, en­
t it le d  “ Economic and P o litica l 
Aspects o f In te rn a tio n a l C arte ls .”  
In  A p r il,  1941 the Am erican firm  
o f du Pont suggested to I.  G. 
Farben, the  German chemical 
tru s t, th a t exchange o f technical 
in fo rm a tio n  between the com­
panies under various carte l agree­
ments be suspended du ring  the 
w a r emergency, “ bearing in m ind 
the  constantly  g ro w in g  lis t  o f d i f ­
ficu lties , p a rtic u la r ly  in the nature 
o f governm ent res tr ic tio ns  on the 
exp o rtin g  o f technical in fo rm a ­
tio n .”  However, du F o n t’s le tte r  
continued, “ a ll o ther ob ligations 
in  the contracts to rem ain as a t 
present.”

T E M P O R A R Y  C H A R A C T E R

I. G. Farben accepted th is  
proposal in a cablegram  which 
confirm ed the tem porary  charac­
te r  o f the arrangem ent. Du F on t’s 
fo re ig n  re la tions departm ent then 
adopted a reso lu tion fo r  suspen­
sion o f con tractua l arrangem ents 
w ith  I. G. Karben and o ther firm s 
in  A x is  countries “ u n t il the 
te rm in a tio n  o f the present in ­
te rna tion a l emergency.”

E x p lic it  in  th is  reso lu tion is 
the understand ing tha t suspension 
o f the carte l agreements is on ly 
tem porary  and that these agree­
ments w ill become opera tive 
again when the w a r is over. 
M eanw hile, the organ iza tiona l 
fram ew ork  o f th is  and o ther c a r­
te ls  are being preserved against 
the day when the “ w ar fo r  
democracy”  sha ll be over.

The Soviet jo u rn a l, W ar and 
the W o rk in g  Class, called a tten ­
tion  to  th is  fa c t on ly  recently , 
th a t “ men representing  in te r ­
na tiona l A ng lo  - A m erican and 
German in te rests are w o rk in g  in 

tes t secrecy in  S w itze rland 
-■in links between British

and Am erican m onopolists, on the 
one hand, and German m onopol­
ists on the o the r.”  The jo u rn a l 
m entioned the firm  o f du Font as 
one o f the monopolies which have 
“ provided fo r  im m ediate renewal 
a fte r  the w a r o f in te rrup te d  
carte l arrangem ents w ith  Ger­
man companies.”  The monopolists, 
i t  was declared, “ arc a lready 
searching fo r  ways and means o f 
c rea ting  a h igh - price w o rld  
m onopoly a fte r  the w a r under 
the guise o f ‘reconstruction ’ o f 
Europe ’s economy by the e ffo r ts  
o f the old in te rna tiona l cartels. 
They w an t the German m onopol­
ists to  pa rtic ipa te  in th is .”

The carte l system embraces a 
v a rie ty  o f s tra teg ic  industries, 
inc lud ing  steel, chemicals, rubber, 
diamonds and t in , and its  ra m ifi­
cations are w orld -w ide . The p u r­
pose o f the carte l is to  fix  and 
m a in ta in  a r t if ic ia lly  h igh  prices 
which would be impossible w ith ­
ou t in te rna tiona l agreem ent. The 
purpose is effected by lim it in g  
and ap po rtion ing  ou tpu t, a lloca t­
in g  te rr ito r ie s , reg u la tin g  sales. 
C arte l members license th e ir  
patents to one another and ex­
change technolog ical in fo rm a tio n . 
Occasionally they  reduce prices— 
b u t th a t is done on ly  when a 
com petito r is to be e lim inated o r 
forced to jo in  the carte l.

C A R T E L  F IR M S

C arte l f irm s  buy up and suppress 1 
patents covering im provem ents 
in the q u a lity  o f consum er’s 
products, especially where such 
im provem ents would p ro long the 
life  o f the product and thus 
reduce the volume o f sales. They 
also de libe ra te ly  reduce qu a lity .

A  case in po in t is given in  the 
m onograph quoted above. General 
E le c tr ic  is charged w ith  reducing 
the li fe  o f lam p bulbs and discour­
ag ing bu lb -te s ting  by purchasers. 
The same firm  was re luc tan t 
to  in troduce the much more 
economical and longer - lived 
fluo rescent lam p fo r  household 
use.

Another case is that of du

Pont, wh ich, hav ing  developed a 
p igm ent w h ich could be used 
e ithe r in pa in t o r in  te x tile  dye, 
held i t  from  the m arke t pending 
discovery o f some w ay by which 
i t  could be made useless as a dye, 
in order to m a in ta in  the prices a t 
which o ther dyes were se lling . 
One o f the methods proposed to 
make i t  u n fit fo r  dye, quoted from  
a memorandum o f a conference 
on the  subject, was as fo llow s : 
“ I t  is known th a t ce rta in  resins 
and solvents are ir r i ta t in g  to the 
skin, o ften causing d e rm a titis . I t  
m ig h t be possible to  fo rm u la te  a 
CPC com position which w ill make 
te x tile  m ate ria ls  ir r i ta t in g  to the 
sk in .”

Methods such as these are em­
ployed by the monopoly tru s ts  in 
a ll countries. A l l  are designed 
tow ard the same end: fixa tion  
and maintenance o f non-com­
pe titive , m onopolistic prices a t 
the highest possible ra te  in order 
to reap super-p ro fits . The carte l 
gives expression to th is  purpose 
in the field o f in te rna tiona l trade.

In  the economic c ris is  a fte r  the 
la s t w a r the m arke t fo r  na tu ra l 
rubber sagged to a po in t a t which 
the rubber p lan ters were faced

w ith  ru in . They rescued them ­
selves and converted th e ir  p lan ­
ta tions in to  h ig h ly  p ro fitab le  en­
te rp rises by fo rm in g  a carte l 
known as the In te rn a tio n a l Rub­
ber R egu la ting  Com m ittee and 
in c lud in g  rubber in te rests  in 
B r ita in , Ind ia , Siam, France and 
the N etherlands. The w o rld ’s 
rubber-producing te r r ito ry  was 
divided in to  nine zones and a 
quota established fo r  each. E x ­
po rts  were restric ted . As a resu lt, 
w o rld  stocks were cu t in  h a lf in 
the course o f tw o years and prices 
had doubled. And w h ile  the rubber 
m onopolists raked in enormous 
p ro fits , the producers o f the raw  
product —  Chinese laborers in 
M alaya, Annamese w orkers in 
French Indo-China, and Indo­
nesians in  Java and Sum atra—  
were eeking out a m iserable ex­
istence on near-s ta rva tion  wages.

I t  is the same s to ry  as regards 
the pow erfu l diamond carte l which 
contro ls w ith  an iro n  hand the 
o u t p u t  and d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
diamonds both fo r  personal adorn­
m ent and fo r  in d u s tria l purposes. 
Th is pow erfu l in te rna tiona l tru s t 
has been able to boost the price 
o f diamonds about 60 percent

w o rk in g  arrangem ents o f m ost o f 
the in te rna tiona l carte ls, bu t the 
p ro fit-m a k in g  aims o f the great, 
ca p ita lis t tru s ts  which o r ig in a lly  
inspired th e ir  fo rm a tio n  rem ain. 
C a p ita lis t appetites, fa r  from  
d im in ish ing , have grow n. The 
carte l system , w ith  a ll th a t i t  
en ta ils  in exp lo ita tion  and human 
su ffe r in g , w i l l  un fo ld  its  ug ly  
tentacles again unless the w o rk ­
ers, its  v ic tim s, pu t an end to  the 
cap ita lis t system.

since the s ta rt o f the w ar. A t  the I 
center o f the tru s t is De Beers 
Consolidated, a b illio n a ire  B rit is h  
concern which contro ls 95 percent 
o f the w o rld ’s diamond ou tput j 
th rough  ownership o f o r ca rte l j 
agreement w ith  a ll the p rinc ip a l 
mines in  southern A fr ic a .

D IA M O N D  M IN E S

The g rea t diamond mines in 
K im berley , U n ion o f South A fr ic a , 
are De Beers’ g reatest s ing le  
p rope rty . Here thousands o f in ­
dentured natives to il in the hot, 
steam y underground fo r  wages 
equiva lent to  about $10 a m onth. 
They live  in company com pounds, 
fenced w ith  barbed w ire  and con­
s ta n tly  under guard les t they 
a ttem p t to sm uggle ou t diamonds 
which they could conceal on th e ir  
persons d u rin g  w o rk . As double 
insurance aga inst th is  happen­
ing, each w o rke r as he comes o f f  
s h if t  is subjected to a close search. 
He is made to  s tr ip  o f f  his 
c lo th ing  and w h ile  th is  is being 
gone over, the w o rke r’s h a ir, ears 
and m outh are examined, also the 
spaces between h is  toes. He is 
then given a rap id -action  ca th a rtic  
and the stool examined fo r  stolen 
gems. I f  a gem should be found, 
the un fo rtuna te  na tive  faces a 
severe beating-up by guards and 
a long prison sentence.

The w ar has d isrup ted  the
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T R U S T -B U S T IN G
E ffo r ts  a t tru s t-b u s tin g  by am ­

b itious governm ent law yers and 
loud denunciations o f the wicked 
trus ts  by w e ll-in ten tioned  bu t 
muddle-headed libe ra ls , are no 
answer to  the problem  presented 
by the tru s t  and carte l. A f te r  h a lf 
a cen tury t>f tru s t-b u s tin g  ac­
t iv it ie s , the monopolies in  th is  
coun try  are m ore pow erfu l than 
ever. T h e ir in te rn a tio n a l ties, as 
they themselves adm it, are on ly  
“ suspended”  as fa r  as “ enemy”  
countries are concerned. The 
tru s t and the carte l are in ­
separable from  the ca p ita lis t 
p ro fit system . They are, in  fact, 
the qu in tessentia l expression o f 
th a t system in  its  h ighest 
development, and th e ir  banefu l 
existence can be ended on ly by 
ending the system th a t nu rtu res 
them.

m ent th rou gh ou t the w o rld  d u rin g  and a fte r  the  w a r. The [ f i r s t ]  
W orld  W ar and the Russian revo lu tion  d id  no t pass by H ayw ood 
unnoticed, as they passed by m any leaders o f the  IW W  who had 
encased themselves in  a shell o f dogma to  shu t ou t the re a lit ie s  
o f life .

Haywood Becomes a Communist
These w orld -shak ing  events combined w ith  the  hounding and 

dragooning o f the IW W  by the U n ited  States governm ent— the 
“ P o litica l S ta te ”  w h ich  synd ica lism  wanted to  “ igno re ” — w ro u g h t 
a profound change in  the outlook o f B i l l  Haywood. He emerged fro m  
Leavenworth P e n ite n tia ry  in  1919 in  a receptive and studious mood. 
He was a lready f i f ty  years old, bu t he conquered the m enta l r ig id ity  
which a ff lic ts  so m any a t th a t age. He began, s lo w ly  and p a in fu lly  
to ass im ila te  the new and un ive rsa l lessons o f the w a r and the 
Russian revo lu tion . F irs t  ta k in g  his stand w ith  th a t group in  the IW W  
which favored adherence to the Red In te rn a tion a ) i f  Labor Unions, 
he g radua lly  developed his though t fu r th e r  and fin a lly  came to  the 
po in t where he procla im ed h im se lf a Com m unist and a d iscip le  o f 
Lenin. He became a m ember o f the C om m unist P a r ty  o f A m erica  
before his departu re  fo r  Russia. There he was tra n s fe rre d  to  the 
Russian C om m unist P a r ty  and in recogn ition  o f h is  life tim e  o f 
revo lu tiona ry  w ork , he was given the  sta tus o f “ an old p a r ty  
m em ber” — the h ighest honor anyone can en joy in  the land o f W o rk ­
ers’ T rium ph .

As everyone knows, Haywood in  h is tim e  had been a prisoner 
in m any ja ils  and, lik e  a ll men who have sm e lt iron , he was keenly 
sensitive to the in te rests o f revo lu tiona ries  who s u ffe r th is  c ruc ifix ion . 
He attached the u tm ost im portance to the w o rk  o f labo r defense and 
was one o f the founders o f the IL D . He con tribu ted  m any ideas to  
its  fo rm a tio n  and rem ained an enthusiastic  supporte r r ig h t  up to  h is 
death. W ha t is ve ry  probably his la s t message to  the  w orkers  o f 
A m erica, w r itte n  ju s t before he was s tricken  the la s t tim e , is  con­
ta ined in  a le tte r  published in  the June 1928 num ber o f the Labo r 
Defender.

As a leader o f the w orkers in open s tru g g le  Haywood was a 
fig h te r the like  o f which is a ll too seldom seen. He loved the labo ring  
masses and was rem arkab ly  free fro m  a ll pre judices o f c ra f t  o r race 
or n a tio n a lity . In  ba ttle  w ith  the class enemies o f the w orkers he was 
a rag in g  lion , re lentless and irreconcilab le .

H is  fie ld was the open f ig h t and in  mass s trikes  h is powers 
unfolded and m u ltip lie d  themselves. Endowed w ith  a g ia n t’s physique 
and an absolute d isregard o f personal hazards, he pu lled the s tr ik in g  
w orkers to h im  as to a m agnet and im parted to them h is  own courage 
and s p ir it .

Haywood and the Akron Strike
I rem em ber especially h is a rr iv a l a t A k ro n  d u rin g  the g re a t 

rubber w o rke rs ’ s tr ik e  o f 1913 when ten thousand s tr ik e rs  m et h im  
a t the sta tion  and marched behind him  to the H a ll. H is  speech th a t 
m orn ing  has always stood ou t in  m y m ind  as a model o f w o rk in g  
class o ra to ry . W ith  his com m anding presence and h is  g re a t m e llow  
voice he held the vast crowd in  h is power fro m  the m om ent th a t he 
rose to speak. He had th a t g i f t ,  a ll too ra re , o f us ing  on ly  the 
necessary words and o f compressing his though ts  in to  short, ep ig ram ­
m atic  sentences. He c la rifie d  h is  po in ts  w ith  hom ely illu s tra t io n s  
and pungent w itt ic is m s  w hich rocked the audience w ith  understand­
in g  laugh te r. He poured ou t sarcasm, rid icu le  and denunciation upon 
the em ployers and th e ir  p re tentions and made the w orkers  fee l w ith  
h im  th a t they, the w orkers, were the im p o rta n t and necessary peo­
ple. He closed, as he always did, on a note o f hope and s trugg le , 
w ith  a p ic tu re  o f the fina l v ic to ry  o f the w orkers. E ve ry  w ord fro m  
beg inn ing to  end, sim ple, c lear and e ffec tive . T h a t is Haywood, the 
p ro le ta rian  o ra to r as I  rem em ber him .

There was another side to B il l Haywood w hich was an essentia l 
side o f his character revealed to  those who knew h im  w e ll as 
personal friends. He had a w a rm th  o f pe rson a lity  th a t drew  men to  
him  lik e  a bonfire on a w in te r ls  day. H is  considerateness and in ­
dulgence tow ard h is frien ds  and his generous im pulsiveness in  hum an 
re ’ations were ju s t as much a p a r t o f B il l Haywood as h is iro n  w i l l  
and in transigence in  ba ttle .

“ B i l l ’s Room”  in  the L u x  H o te l a t Moscow was always the 
cen tra l ga the ring  place fo r  the E ng lish  speaking delegates. B i l l  was 
“ good com pany”  in  the best sense o f the old-fashioned te rm . He liked  
to have people around h im  and v is ito rs  came to  h is  room  in  a steady 
stream; m any w ent to  pour out th e ir  troub les, ce rta in  o f a sym pathetic 
hearing and a w ord  o f w ise advice.

Feared by Ruling Class
The A m erican ru lin g  class hounded Haywood w ith  the m ost 

v in d ic tive  hatred. They could not to le ra te  the idea th a t he, an A m e r­
ican o f old revo lu tiona ry  stock, a ta lented o rgan izer and eloquent 
speaker, should be on the side o f the exp lo ited masses, a cham pion 
o f the doubly persecuted fo re igne rs  and Negroes.

W ith  a tw e n ty  year prison .sentence hang ing  over h im  he was 
compelled to  leave A m erica  in the c losing years o f his l i fe  and to 
seek re fuge in W orke rs ’ Russia. He died there in  the K re m lin , the 
cap ito l o f his and our S ocia lis t Fa the rland  w ith  the red f la g  o f his 
class f lo a tin g  tr iu m p h a n tly  overhead.

C a p ita lis t A m erica  made him  an ou tlaw  and he died expa tria ted  
from  h is na tive  land. B u t in  the ranks o f the m il ita n t  w o rkers  o f 
A m erica , who owe so much to his example, he rem ains a c itize n  o f 
the f ir s t  rank . He represented in h is rugged pe rsona lity  a ll th a t was 
best o f the p re -w ar soc ia lis t and labo r movem ent, and by  h is 
adhesion to Communism he helped to  tra n s m it th a t inheritance to  us. 
H is  m em ory w ill rem a in  a b laz ing  torch o f in sp ira tio n  fo r  the w o rk ­
ers o f A m erica in the g re a t s trugg les w h ich lie  before them.

H is life  was a cred it and an honor to  our class and to  our move­
ment. Those who p ick up the b a ttle - fla g  which has fa lle n  fro m  his 
life less hands w ill do well to em ulate the bigness and vis ion, the 
courage and the devotion which were cha racteris tics  o f ou r beloved 
comrade and friend , B il l Haywood.
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Walter White's "Fight" Against Jim Crow
W alte r W hite , executive secre­

ta ry  of the N a tiona l Association 
fo r  the Advancem ent o f Colored 
People, a fte r his to u r o f the war 
fro n ts  has brought back w ith  h im  
proof th a t US A rm y  officers in  
Naples, I ta ly  are in tro du c ing  a 
“N o  Negroes A llow ed”  po licy 
even in to  the na tive  business 
places. In fo rm in g  the W ar De­
pa rtm ent of conditions as he 
found them, M r. W h ite  com­
p la ins:

“ The A lg ie rs  censors, both B r i t ­
ish  and Am erican deleted v ir tu ­
a lly  every pe rtine n t p a rt o f the 
s to ry . I  was to ld th a t i f  I  would 
in s e rt a s ta tem ent to  the e ffec t 
th a t th is  anti-Negro propaganda 
was the w o rk  o f Nazi agents the 
s to ry  would be passed . . .  1 would 
have been g u ilty  of m aking  a 
false statem ent had I  done so."

T h is  k in d  of practice he dep­
lores. W hy? Because i t  “ post­
pones the day of v ic to ry .”  W hat 
k in d  of “ v ic to ry ”  can there be 
under such a set-up fo r the Ne­
gro? M r. W h ite  prefers to leave 
such questions unanswered. In ­
stead he goes on to plead th a t “ . . .  
i f  fo r  no other reason than to  
w in  the w a r . . .  i t  is  im pera tive  
th a t any person, whatever his 
race, who causes troub le should 
be stopped.”  Here W h ite  stands 
revealed in  a ll h is nakedness. H is  
own words condemn him . For 
in  the op in ion of those who ru n  
the war, Negro soldiers o r c iv i l­
ians who demand equa lity  are 
“ causing troub le ”  and therefore 
"shou ld be stopped.”

Segregation is intended to keep 
the w orkers d iv ided and to m ain­
ta in  a “ surp lus”  o f labor on the 
m arket. As long as b illion s  in  
pro fits  can be extracted by deal­
in g  in  hum an labor power, so 
long w il l  we have both w ar and 
J im  Crow. I f  you w a n t to sup­
p o rt th is  w ar you should drop 
the Negro strugg le completely. 
T h a t is exactly w hat the S ta lin ­
is ts  have done. I f  M r. W h ite  was 
consistent he would drop the Ne­
gro strugg le and disband the 
NAACP. B u t d isbanding the 
NAAC P would mean, among 
o th e r th ings, th a t M r. W h ite  
would have to find another job.

W ith  reasoning ty p ic a l o f a ll 
bureaucrats, he th in k s  he can re­
ta in  con tro l of the Negro masses 
—  and of his job —  by spouting 
m il ita n t  speeches w h ile  a t the 
same tim e “ keeping in  good”  w ith  
the powers-that-be by p a trio tic  
ta lk  and the avoidance o f em bar­
rassing (to  them ) mass action. 
W h ite 's  c r it ic is m  o f J im  Crow 
practices in  the A rm y  is nu llified  
by h is  pa rro t- like  apologies ad­
v is in g  us to support the ru lin g  
class in  th e ir  war. He blows hot 
on ly  in  order to blow cold.

In  the NAACP pam phlet 
“ Spearhead of Democracy”  i t  is  
w r itte n  th a t the chatte l slavery 
o f e igh ty  years ago has m ere ly 
been substitu ted by a “ slavery of 
economic denial, social p roscrip ­
tio n  and p o lit ic a l fru s tra tio n .”

F u rthe r, “ Am erica  m ust be made 
a f u l l  democracy, and now." T ha t 
is  the “ sim ple and inescapable 
conclusion.”

B u t in  action, ns we know, Mr. 
W h ite  im m ed ia te ly  tosses th is  ob­
jective  in  favo r of an e n tire ly  
d iffe re n t one. In  a recent broad­
cast he ta lked ju s - as eloquently 
o f “ decent Am ericans in terested 
in but one ob je c tive—w inn ing  the 
w a r as speedily as possible.”

In  order to  s t i l l  fu r th e r  cover 
up h is tracks, in  h is Chicago De­
fender colum n of M ay 20 he toss­
es ou t some utopian ba it: “ W hat 
we have spent d u rin g  the last 
twelve m onths on w ar could have 
gone a long way towards b u ild ­
in g  a decent w o rld  . . . ”  He 
fa ils  however, to  trans la te  th is  
e theria l hope in to  the practica l 
language o f the replacement of 
ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion  w ith  a so­
c ia lis t society.

The w o rk in g  people owe a lle ­
giance to no ca p ita lis t country 
where the means of production 
are owned and operated by and 
fo r  the ru lin g  class. Instead, the 
w orld  is ours because we produce 
the goods th a t is of m a te ria l use 
to m ankind. T e ll us the tru th , 
M r. W h ite . Te ll us th a t we have 
no stake in  th is  im p e ria lis t 
s laughter w h ich  can lead on ly  to ­
ward the fu r th e r  oppression of 
the Am erican Negro and the 
w o rld ’s to il in g  masses. Those 
who te ll the t ru th  today w i l l  en­
jo y  the confidence of the people 
tom orrow ; those who deceive the 
masses w il l  receive on ly  the con­
tem pt to w h ich  a betrayer is en­
title d .

*  *  *

On the Poll Tax
The need w h ich  we mentioned 

las t week fo r  the Negro people 
to  demand independent po litica l 
action on the p a rt of labor was 
again demonstrated in  the defeat 
of the an ti-po ll tax  b i l l,  Negro, 
lib e ra l as w e ll as labor organiza­
tions had sent pe titions, le tte rs  
and telegram s to  the Congress­
iona l representatives o f cap ita l­
ism dem anding an, end to th is  
measure w h ich  robs ten m illio n  
poor w h ites and Negroes of the 
r ig h t  to vote in  the South. Shel­
ton Tappes, record ing secretary of 
Ford Local 600 in  D e tro it, was 
one of labors “ lobbyists." Both 
Republican and Dem ocratic Sen­
ators, however, patched up th e ir  
“ quarre ls”  long enough to find 
common ground against the w o rk­
in g  people and to defeat the b ill.  
Apologists fo r  Roosevelt who te ll 
us he is “ fo r  the Negro b u t hog- 
tied by a reactionary  Congress”  
please note th a t h is own wheel- 
horse, M a jo r ity  Leader (Dear 
A lben) B ark ley, maneuvered the 
pa rliam en ta ry  details of the deal.

Labor accomplishes no th ing  by 
lobbying in  the chambers of B ig  
Business. I t  needs its  own pa rty  
representatives and a lo t  o( them 
i f  i t  would pro tect the in terests 
o f the w h ite  and Negro workers.

PIONEER PARAGRAPHS

THEORY PLAYS A DECISIVE 
ROLE IN POLITICAL ACTION

In  the course o f tw en ty  years, 
fro m  1924, when the fa ta l theory 
o f socialism  in one coun try  was 
f irs t  prom ulgated, to the sorry , 
dishonorable end o f the Com in­
te rn  in  1943; in  th a t whole t r a ­
g ic degeneration, we can see 
above eve ry th in g  else the decisive 
ro le  o f theory in po litica l action. 
S ta lin  d idn ’ t  begin w ith  the dis­
so lu tion  o f the Com intern . He 
began w ith  the theory o f social­
ism  in one country. F rom  th is  
fa lse  theo ry  eve ry th in g  else has 
fo llow ed —  the be traya l o f the 
w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t, the iso la tion  o f 
the  USSR behind her na tiona l 
ba rrie rs , the  purges, the Moscow 
tr ia ls ,  the mass m urders, the  as­
sassinations, and fin a lly , the d is­
so lu tion o f the Com intern.

There is a pro found lesson in  
th is  te rr ib le  sequence o f events 
fo r  a ll the generation o f the 
young p ro le ta r ia t aw akening to 
p o lit ic a l in te res t and p o litica l 
life . T ro ts k y  expla ined i t  in  
1928 in  his book ( “ The T h ird  In ­
te rna tion a l A f te r  l i n i n ’ ’ ). In  
“ The C ritic ism  o f the D ra ft  P ro­
g ram  o f the C om inte rn”  he ex­
pla ined to the  com m unist w o rk ­
ers o f Russia and the w o rld  th a t 
precise ly th is  theory  o f socialism  
in  one country , w ith  its  in e v it­
able n a tio n a lis tic  im p lica tions, 
would in e v ita b ly  lead to the de­
generation and dow n fa ll o f the 
C om intern. W hen th is  was w r it-
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ten 15 years ago, the g re a t ma­
jo r i t y  o f com m unists consid­
ered th is  a g re a t exaggeration 
and even an in s u lt to  S ta lin  and 
his co-w orkers in  the Russian 
pa rty . B u t T ro tsky , who did not 
im pute  design bu t on ly  ig n o r­
ance to  these people a t th a t 
tim e, expla ined th a t good in te n ­
tions cannot he lp you in po litics 
i f  you proceed fro m  a fa lse  the ­
o ry . I t  is like  a m a rine r se tting  
a fa lse  course which can on ly 
lead the ship to an unintended 
destina tion .

*  *  *

In  the b r ie f period since the 
Found ing Congress o f the  F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, in  a b r ie f five 
years, every o ther In te rn a tion a ! 
o rgan iza tion  o f the w orkers has 
been hurled down to  ru in  as 
T ro ts k y  predicted they would be, 
w ith o u t one stone le f t  stand ing 
on another. Th is was the fa te  
o f the  Second In te rn a tio n a l o f 
Social Democracy, o f the London 
Bureau o f the cen tris ts , and now 
i t  is the fa te  o f the S ta lin is ts , 
adm itted  and acknowledged by 
themselves. They have a ll been 
destroyed by the w ar, as T ro tsky  
said the y  would be. B u t the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l rem ains. 
A nd w ith  i t  lives the p rinc ip le  
o f in te rna tiona lism  which alone 
can show the to rtu re d  masses o f 
the  w orld  the w ay ou t o f w a r 
and s lavery  to the soc ia lis t fu tu re  
o f hum an ity .

(F ro m  “ The End o f the Com­
in te rn ,”  by James P. Cannon, pp. 
16-18; P ioneer Publishers, 1943, 
36 pp. 10c. O rder from  Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  PI., 
N . Y. 3, N . Y .) .

Economic Rivalries Within The 
Anglo-A merican War Coalition

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

By James Cowan
Try as lhey will to conceal the real nature and aims of the 

present world war, the capitalist “ democracies”  continue to 
reveal, in deed and word, its predatory character as a struggle 
for markets, raw materials, spheres of influence, profits—and 
for strategic military, naval and air bases essential to make them 
secure against all rivals. Behind all the fine phrases about 
democracy and the “ four freedoms,”  about liberation and self-
determination, lurk the hard 
material interests of the con­
tending camps, so powerful and 
compelling that they constantly 
defy all attempts at conceal­
ment.

The B r it is h  and Am erican 
m onopolists are jo ined in a coal­
it io n  to b ring  about the defeat 
o f th e ir  German and Japanese 
riva ls . But in the m idst o f the 
con flic t there are re g u la r o u t­
croppings o f the antagonism  be­
tween the tw o  A llie s  whose 
greedy appetites m an ifes t them ­
selves a t every tu rn . C hurch ill 
and Roosevelt never p e rm it them ­
selves to  fo rg e t th a t when they 
have encompassed the dow n fa ll 
o f the A x is  powers, there w ill re ­
m ain to  be settled the lo ng ­
s tand ing and g row ing  con flic ts  
between the A llie s  themselves.

In  opening the conference o f 
B r it is h  E m pire  p rem iers  in  Lon­
don a t the  beg inn ing o f th is  
m onth, C h u rch ill underscored 
the re a lity  o f these con flic ts  
when he said: “ The common­
w ealth  and the E m pire  now have 
f ig h tin g  on th e ir  side ve ry  pow­
e r fu l a llies —  the  Soviet Un ion 
and the g re a t Republic o f the 
U n ited  States. I t  is  r ig h t  th a t 
the B r it is h  E m p ire  in  its  collec­
tiv e  aspect should pu t its e lf  so­
l id ly  on the map and make a ll 
the  w a tch ing  w o rld  rea lize i t  
stands together, woven in to  one 
fa m ily  o f nations, capable o f so lv­
in g  our common problem s in fu l l  
lo y a lty  to  the supreme cause fo r  
which we have draw n the sword 
and which we sha ll no t cease to 
pursue u n t il com plete v ic to ry  is 
w on.”

C H U R C H IL L S ’ FE A R S

C h u rc h ill’s fe a r o f B r ita in ’s 
“ pow erfu l a llie s ”  and h is obvious 
w a rn in g  in th e ir  d irec tion  are a 
forecast o f con tinu ing  s trugg le  
a fte r  Germ any and Japan have 
been downed. The w o rk ing - 
class, w h ich  is shedding its  blood 
to assure the  ascendancy o f the 
A llie s  over the A x is , in  the be lie f 
th a t v ic to ry  w i l l  insure demo­
cracy and perpetua l peace, m ust 
ponder the  fu l l  im p lica tions  o f 
C h u rch ill’s words.

The B r it is h  prem ier and the

coterie o f cap ita lis ts  fo r  whom 
he speaks are in te n t upon p re­
serv ing  th e ir  robber E m pire. 
The greatest th rea t to  th is  E m ­
p ire  is the W a ll S tree t mono­
po ly cap ita lis ts  who make no se­
cret o f th e ir  in ten tion  to dom i­
nate the en tire  world . T h is  basic 
co n flic t is the perm anent fea tu re  
o f A ng lo -A m erican  re la tions in 
a g lobal s trugg le  between im per­
ia lis t  bandits. V ir tu a lly  every 
po in t o f contact between the two 
Powfers is a po in t o f con flic t.

K E Y  Q U E S TIO N S

D ifferences m ust to  some ex­
te n t be submerged, ra th e r post­
poned, in order to  achieve the 
cu rre n t common aim  o f de feat­
in g  the A x is . B u t in  key ques­
tions the A ng lo -A m erican  con­
f l ic t  goes fo rw a rd  d u rin g  and in 
sp ite  o f the w a r. Both sides 
are m aking  advance dispositions, 
plans and prepara tions aga inst 
the day when the f ig h t w i l l  be 
b rough t in to  the open.

The elements o f a trade w a r 
are in  the m aking  w ith  reams 
o f proposals on both sides o f the 
A t la n t ic  fo r  ho ld ing  o r cap tu rin g  
m arkets. C a p ita lis t groups are 
w ra n g lin g  and jockey ing  fo r  pos­
it io n  in  the lu c ra tive  fie ld o f in ­
te rna tion a l rad io , telephone and 
te legraph com m unications. In te r-  
con tinent and transoceanic a ir  
tra n s p o rt is  another source o f 
r iv a lry .  Y e t another is the rich  
o il deposits o f the M iddle East.

A CLO SE D P R ESE R VE

A t the center o f a ll the r iv a l­
ries is the com petition fo r  trade. 
P ro fits  o f the a ir  and com m unic­
ations and o il m onopolists de­
pend upon volume o f trade  in 
m anufactured a rtic les. I t  is 
upon the ho ld ing o r acquis ition 
o f m arkets, the re fore, th a t the 
A ng lo -A m erican  r iv a ls  m a in ly  
center th e ir  a tten tion . And i t  is 
precise ly here th a t the essence o f 
the ineradicable c o n flic t between 
the im p e ria lis ts  o f B r ita in  and 
A m erica  is revealed. The Lon­
don Econom ist, a u th o rita tiv e  o r­
gan o f B r it is h  business, recently  
published a series o f five artic les  
on th is  subject.

B r ita in , the Econom ist pointed

out, has always had u rg en t need 
fo r  m arke ts in  wh ich to  dispose 
o f the products o f her in dus try  
and thereby pay fo r  the huge 
quan tities o f food she m ust im ­
p o rt to  feed her popu lation. Th is 
has grow n more d if f ic u lt  fro m  
year to  year as w o rld  m arkets 
narrowed and A m erican com peti­
tion  grew . To insure stable ou t­
le ts fo r  the products o f th e ir  in ­
dus try , the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  
converted th e ir  em pire in to  a 
closed p re sen e  fro m  which r iv a l 
trade rs  were excluded. T h is  did 
no t suffice, however, and B r ita in ’s 
in v is ib le  im ports , represented 
la rg e ly  by re tu rn s  on inves t­
ments abroad, were used to  o f f ­
set the unfavorab le  trade balance.

B u t B r it is h  cap ita lism  has been 
compelled to  liqu ida te  fo re ign  in ­
vestm ents in order to  help pay 
fo r  the w a r and an estim ated an­
nual income o f $800,000,000 fro m  
th is  source has disappeared. I t  
can on ly  be made good by in ­
creased trade.

A no the r source o f B r it is h  
earnings was the great m erchant 
m arine. Before the w ar, the trade 
o f a ll nations, inc lud ing  a la rge 
slice o f Am erican trade , was ca r­
ried by ships f ly in g  the Un ion 
Jack. B u t B r it is h  sh ipp ing  has 
su ffe red tremendous losses fro m  
subm arine a ttack  and the U n ited  
States is developing a huge m er­
chant m arine  o f its  own w hich 
w ill be second to  none. A m erica ’s 
sh ipp ing m agnates procla im  
th e ir  in te n tio n  o f no t on ly ca r­
ry in g  A m erican cargoes, but fo r ­
eign cargoes as well, in  a bid fo r 
dom ination in the  sh ipp ing  w orld . 
For B r ita in  th is  means an an­
nual loss o f some $440,000,900 
from  ocean fre ig h ts .

F o r these and o ther re la ted 
reasons, the Econom ist po in ts 
out, B r ita in ’s need fo r  m arkets 
becomes a v ita l problem  o f su r­
v iva l. The B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  in ­
tend to  make bids fo r  m arke t 
ou tle ts by every known device o f 
c u t- th ro a t com petition . A nd fa r  
fro m  re la x in g  th e ir  con tro l over 
E m p ire  m arke ts, the y  p lan to 
t ig h te n  i t  up by s treng then ing  the 
system o f im peria l preferences 
and thus bar com petition  from  
riva ls .

SOURCE OF C O N F L IC T

B u t here they come in to  sharp 
co llis ion  w ith  the  in te rests  and 
plans o f A m erican im peria lism . 
The p roductive  p la n t in  the U . S. 
has expanded enorm ously du rin g  
the w a r. I f  a catastrophic eco­
nomic cris is  is to  be avoided a t

S ta lin is t Strikebreakers Help 
Avery Against Ward Workers

(Continued fro m  page 1)

lik e  A v e ry  also w a n t to em bar­
rass the Roosevelt a d m in is tra ­
tio n  and ham per the w a r e f fo r t  
and na tiona l u n ity . They see in 
the s tr ik e  an op p o rtu n ity  to fu r ­
th e r th e ir  own a n ti-w a r a c t iv i­
ties .”

D A IL Y  W O R K E R  L IE S

A ccord ing to  the D a ily  W orker, 
the s tr ik e  was a p o lit ic a l con­
sp iracy engineered by “ irrespon­
sible elem ents”  in  the leadership 
o f thé  union. There is no th ing  
o r ig in a l in  th is  accusation. The 
s tr ikeb rea k ing  agencies o f the 
bosses a lw ays a ttr ib u te  every 
s tr ik e  to  “ irresponsib le  elem ents” 
o r “ reds.”  The D a ily  W orker 
elaborates on th is  theme when it  
says th a t the union leadership is 
“ no t f ig h tin g  fo r  the economic o r 
p o lit ic a l in te rests  o f the workers, 
o r fo r  b r in g in g  about an am ic­
able settlem ent. L ike  Sewell 
A v e ry  they  are in terested in  fo ­
m en ting  d isorder and d isun ity . 
O nly the se lf-d isc ip line  o f the 
w orkers  and the re s tra in in g  hand 
o f responsible labo r leaders and 
the c ity  ad m in is tra tio n  under 
M ayor K e lly  have thus fa r  p re­
vented serious clashes.”

C A L L IN G  K E L L Y ’S COPS
The “ re s tra in in g  hand”  o f the 

“ c ity  a d m in is tra tio n ”  can on ly 
re fe r to  M ayor K e lly ’s cops! 
Shades o f the M em oria l Day 
Massacre when the “ res tra in in g  
hand”  o f M ayor K e lly ’s cops 
fired w ith o u t w a rn ing  in to  a h o li­
day crowd o f men, women and 
ch ild ren  on th e ir  way to pibket 
the Republic Steel p la n t in  C h i­
cago in  the 1937 L it t le  Steel 
s tr ik e ! Ten w orkers payed w ith  
th e ir  lives th a t day. The S ta lin ­
ists appa ren tly  re fe rr in g  to  
themselves as “ responsible labor 
leaders,”  hold a lo ft  the  “ re s tra in ­
ing  hand”  o f M ayo r K e lly , red 
w ith  the blood o f labo r’s m a rty rs , 
and h a il its  beneficent in fluence 
in “ p reven ting  serious clashes.”  
To w h a t fu r th e r  depths o f de­
generation can these v illa inous  
scoundrels s ink?

The s tr ikeb rea k ing  ro le  o f the 
S ta lin is ts  in  the M ontgom ery 
W ard  s tr ik e  has aroused a wave 
o f revu ls ion  in  the ranks o f the

CIO. The o ffic ia l pub lica tion  o f 
the pow erfu l U A W -C IO  Local 
12 w rite s : “ The shame o f the
Chicago disgrace rested on Se­
w e ll A v e ry ’s shoulders alone 
u n til the D a ily  W orke r rushed in 
to c a rry  h a lf the load fo r  h im .”  
The N ew  Y o rk  D a ily  PM states: 
“ The Bridges perform ance has 
few  precedents in  CIO h is to ry  
and i t  is u n lik e ly  to  he s w ift ly  
fo rgo tte n  by his contem poraries 
in  C IO .”  Some o f the most 
pow erfu l C IO  In te rn a tion a ls  are 
show ing th e ir  resentm ent in a 
more concrete manner.

U A W  BACKS S TRUG G LE

M eeting  in  M inneapolis the 
f irs t week in M ay, the In te rn a ­
tio n a l E xecutive Board o f the 
U n ited  A utom obile  W orkers, 
CIO, voted to  con tribu te  $25,000 
to  help the U R W D S E A  organize 
the M ontgom ery W ard em plo­
yees th roughou t the country . R. 
J. Thomas, president o f the 
U A W -C IO , said th a t the  money 
was p a r t o f a fu n d  th a t w ill 
probably am ount to  over $100,000 
to  be con tribu ted by o ther CIO 
unions. T h is  means th a t the CIO 
is g iv in g  sem i-o ffic ia l support to 
the U R W D S E A  aga inst the  B rid - 
ges-S ta lin is t con tro lled IL W U  
which cla im s ju r is d ic tio n  in  the 
same field. The inc ident o f S ta l­
in is t s trikeb rea k ing  in the M on t­
gom ery W ard  d ispute is doubly 
dam ning in the eyes o f the CIO 
because o f treacherous endorse­
m ent by B ridges, C urran, and 
o ther S ta lin is t stooges o f the b ill

to conscrip t labo r to  w o rk  in 
p riva te  indus try .

F A R  R E A C H IN G  ISSUES

The issues raised in  the M o n t­
gom ery W ard dispute, issues o f 
fa r  reaching significance to the 
en tire  labo r movement, s t i l l  
rem ain in  the category o f un­
finished business. The the a trica l 
seizure o f the Chicago p la n t by 
the governm ent and its  subse­
quent re tu rn  to  the company 
have settled no th ing . B ig  B usi­
ness has seized upon the  inc ident 
to  in te n s ify  its  un ion-busting  
cam paign. The stage is being set 
fo r  a showdown between organ­
ized labor and the W a ll S treet 
plunderbund headed by the 
House o f M organ and its  p o lit ic ­
a l agents. There can be no m iddle 
ground in  such a s trugg le . The 
workers know the character o f 
th e ir  ex te rna l enemies —  they 
have now b e e n  forew arned 
against the m ost cancerous men­
ace w ith in  the labor movement—  
S ta lin ism . To be forew arned is 
to  be forearm ed. The u n ity  o f 
labor in  the fig h t fo r  its  existence 
against the forces o f reaction de­
mands th a t the poison o f S ta lin ­
ism be ejected fro m  its  system.

The Militant
m ay now be purchased a t 

242 B roadw ay, San Diego, Cal.
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M IN N E A P O L IS — “ In  the m ost im posing d isp lay o f labo r s o lid a rity  

and m ilita n c y  M inneapo lis has ever seen, a m ig h ty  p icke t line  
o f the General D riv e rs ’ U nion, 5,000 strong , swept the W hole­
sale M a rke t c lear o f every scab, cop and deputy p u ttin g  a com­
plete stop to every a ttem p t to move com m ercial tru cks ,”  The 
M ilita n t reported.

Called on Tuesday, M ay 15, the s tr ik e  p o w e rfu lly  answered 
the bosses’ re fusa l to recognize the D riv e rs ’ U n ion. W ith  superb 
o rgan iza tion , s tr ik e rs  massed th e ir  s treng th  a t a cen tra l head­
quarters, despatching f ly in g  squads o f p ickets to  s tra teg ic  po in ts  
to  b r in g  to a s ta n d s till a ll tru c k in g  w ith  the exception o f m ilk , 
ice and beer d rive rs  who, a lready organized, were given per­
m ission to  operate.

M inneapo lis in d u s tr ia lis ts  th rou gh  a “ C om m ittee o f 25”  
chosen fro m  the  in fam ous “ C itizens’ A llian ce ,”  tr ie d  f ir s t  to  
break the s tr ik e  by m oving bread fro m  the bakeries; fr ig h te n e d  
by the scope o f the s tr ike , the bakers re trea ted. N e x t, the  Com­
m ittee  tr ie d  to en lis t the fa rm ers  aga inst the s tr ik e rs ; fa rm e rs ’ 
tru cks  were tu rned back a t the c ity  lim its  on Satu rday. Tw ice 
defeated, the bosses tu rned  f ra n t ic a lly  to  te rro r is m , t r ip l in g  the 
police force, im p o rtin g  gunmen, a rre s tin g  200 pickets. A ga in  on 
Monday the police slugged and arrested men, women and c h il­
dren on the p icke t lin e ; 35,000 bu ild in g  trades w orkers gave 
labo r’s answer to th is  b ru ta l a ttack  by ca llin g  a sym pathy s tr ike , 
w h ile  the Com m unist League (T ro ts k y is t)  raised the demand 
fo r  a general s tr ike . The bosses cap itu la ted , agree ing to  negotia te  
and stop a ll tra n sp o rta tio n  d u rin g  a 24-hour truce  on Tuesday.

N E W  Y O R K — D ra w in g  the lessons o f the M inneapo lis s tr ike , James 
P. Cannon w ro te  in  The M il ita n t :  “ The whole un ion w en t in to  
action on the  p icke t line  in  mass fo rm a tio n ; thousands o f o the r 
union men w ent w ith  them ; the y  took along the necessary means 
to pro tect themselves aga inst the m urderous thugs. . . . T h is  was 
an example o f mass action wh ich po in ts  the w ay fo r  the fu tu re  
v ic to rious s trugg les o f the A m erican w orke rs .”

He poin ted ou t the  special fea tu res o f th is  s tru g g le ; the 
p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  the  s tr ik e rs ’ w ives, who ran the com m issary, 
picketed the m ayo r’s office, in  every w ay doubled the s treng th  
o f the w orkers, g iv in g  the s tr ik e  a s p ir it  and s o lid a r ity  essential 
to  v ic to ry ; the bu ild in g  trades w o rke rs ’ sym pa thy s tr ik e  demon­
stra ted  the im portance o f un ited action in  the labo r movement, 
w h ich Cannon sha rp ly  contrasted w ith  the S ta lin is t u ltra - le f t ,  
d iv is io n is t po licy  o f “ red trade  un ions.”  And f in a lly , “ among the 
leaders o f th is  s tr ik e  are a num ber o f B olshevik m ilita n ts . . . . 
The most im p o rta n t o f a ll pre requ is ites fo r  the developm ent of 
a m ilita n t labor movement is the leaven o f p rinc ip led  Com­
m unists. The labo r movement grows as a re su lt o f th is  fus ion 
and th e ir  in fluence grow s w ith  i t . ”

the w a r ’s end, m arke ts m ust be 
found fo r  the productive  ou tput 
o f th is  m am m oth in d u s try  —  
abroad. Am erican cap ita lism , 
there fore ; as the Econom ist says, 
is opposed to any system o f p re f­
erences, quotas o r subsidies which 
would have the e ffec t o f b a rr in g  
Am erican goods fro m  w orld  
m arkets, inc lud ing  and especially 
the m arke ts o f the B r it is h  E m ­
pire. Confident o f the a b ili ty  of 
Am erican in d u s try  to  ou t-trade  
any and a ll o f its  r iv a ls  by means 
o f free com petition , the A m e r­
ican cap ita lis ts  seek and demand 
free  and untram m eled access to 
w o rld  mai-kets. W h a t’s more — 
th is  th e  Econom ist re fra in s  from  
saying —  they are ready to f ig h t 
anyone who tr ie s  to  close the 
door on th e ir  tra v e lin g  salesmen.

C O M M U N IC A T IO N S
N E T W O R K

A no the r s trugg le  is on between 
A m erican and B r it is h  m onopol­
ists to con tro l the fie ld  o f in te r ­
na tiona l com m unications. A  B r i t ­
ish m onopoly con tro ls  E m p ire  
te legraph and rad io systems and 
to meet the challenge o f its  fa r-  
f lu n g  power and immense p ro fits  
a move is under w ay to merge 
tw elve com m unications compa­
nies in  the U n ited  States.

The in it ia t iv e  in  th is  proposed 
m erger was taken by the Federal 
Com m unications C o m m i  ssion, 
which la s t year, as a p re lim in ­
a ry , e ffected a m erger o f W est­
ern U n ion and Postal Telegraph. 
To th is  combine i t  is proposed to 
add In te rn a tio n a l Telephone and 
Telegraph, RC A Communica­
tions, Press W ireless, T rop ica l 
Radio, Globe W ire less and two 
sm alle r concerns.

James Lawrence F ly , FCC 
cha irm an revealed the m otive 
behind the  proposed m erger 
when, as quoted in  an a rtic le  in 
Fortune  magazine on th is  sub­
jec t, he declared: “ A m erica ’s in ­
te rn a tio n a l com m unications sys­
tem  m ust act as an ins trum en t 
o f na tiona l po licy. Our own in te r­
company cu t-th ro a t com petition, 
which enables fo re ign  govern­
ments and th e ir  inev itab le  m on­
opolies to p lay  Am erican o f f  
aga inst A m erican  to fo re ig n  ad­
vantage, m ust cease. The A m e r­
ican company m ust be sing le  and 
com plete; m ust be s trong , tough 
and e ffic ien t. And i t  m ust be 
backed by the governm ent a t ev­
ery  tu rn  i f  we are to have th is  
one essential o f n a t i o n a 1 
s treng th .”

PR O M O TIN G  M O N O P O LY

Thus w h ile  one agency o f the 
governm ent, the D epartm ent o f 
Justice, s t i l l  adheres fo rm a lly  to 
the  an ti-m onopo ly, tru s t-b u s tin g  
po licy o f the A d m in is tra tio n , an­
o ther agency, the FCC, is  ac­
t iv e ly  p ro m o tin g  a m onopoly in 
the fie ld  o f com m unications. The 
in te rven tion  o f the  governm ent 
here is ind ica tive  o f a h ig h ly  s ig ­
n ifican t developm ent o f A m e ri­
can im p e ria lis t po licy. In  the old 
days the b ig  ca p ita lis t corpora­
tions were le f t  to make th e ir  own 
w ay in  fo re ign  m arkets. Today 
the  Federal Governm ent steps 
in  to  corre la te , organize and 
u n ify  the  d rive  o f B ig  Business. 
The log ic  o f the cam paign i t ­
se lf demands the e lim in a tio n  o f 
com petition  between d iffe re n t 
A m erican c a p ita lis t groups in  
the fo re ig n  fie ld  and th e ir  
m erger in to  s ingle , pow erfu l 
monopolies i f  the  a im  o f w o rld  
dom ination  is to  be achieved.

T h is  g row ing  tendency tow ard  
m onopoly, fostered and p rom ­
oted by governm ent as a means 
o f im p lem enting  im p e ria lis t po­
licy , is  shown m ost p la in ly  in 
the sphere o f in te r-con tinen t and 
transoceanic a ir  tra n s p o rt and 
sym bolized by the monopoly 
s trang leho ld  w h ich  Pan A m e ri­
can A irw a ys  has obtained over a 
period o f years w ith  the gener­
ous assistance o f W ashington. 
The s to ry  is to ld  in  M a tthew  
Josephson’s recent book, “ E m ­
p ire  o f the A i r ” , wh ich we sha ll 
sum m arize in  a subsequent 
a rtic le .

By V.
So you can 't have Socialism  be­

cause i t ’s against human na ture? 
W hy? “ Because,”  says D oubting 
Tom, “ no one would w o rk  i f  he 
d idn ’t  have to. These Workers 
would lay  down on the job. A 
few  suckers would have to do a ll 
the w ork , etc.”

W ell, in  the  f irs t place, no real 
socia list ever said th a t socialism  
would to le ra te  the sh iftless and 
the sponger —  the parasite  who 
w ill not w ork, bu t lives lik e  a 
w ood-tick or a bed-bug o f f  the 
blood o f men who do w ork. I t ’s 
th is  cock-eyed ca p ita lis t society 
th a t breeds the parasites. I t ’s 
now we have the pa ras itic  blood­
suckers lik e  the Du Fonts and 
M organs who never see the in ­
side o f a fa c to ry  bu t c lip  th e ir  
coupons on the sands o f M iam i or 
in  the penthouses o f P ark A ve ­
nue.

“ S t il l , ”  the wise guys w i l l  say, 
“ the  w o rke r in  the  p la n t w i l l  
take i t  easier and easier. H e’s 
p re tty  sure he w on’t  ge t fired. 
Doesn’t  he elect h is own boss un­
der socialism ? H e ’d w a it  fo r  the 
o ther fe llow s to  do the w ork. 
Soon more and m ore would do 
th is . A nd then where would you 
be, etc., e tc .? ”

T h is  a rgum ent bo ils down to 
the  idea th a t you w o rk  on ly  be­
cause the re ’s a boss over you. 
B u t the rea l w h ip  is economic ne­
cessity, no t the forem an. The 
m ain “ incen tive”  under ca p ita l­
ism  is the fa c t th a t you have to  
w o rk  to  live . T h is  incen tive  is 
re in fo rced  under Socialism , fo r  
under th is  system  no parasites 
are adm issible. The w orkers and 
peasants under Len in  and T ro ts k y  
w ro te  th a t r ig h t  in to  the  consti­
tu t io n  o f the  f irs t  w o rke rs ’ state.

B u t the  whole th in g  is th a t i t  
would n o t be the  g r im  necessity 
and the d ir ty  th in g  i t  is  now. So­
c ia lism  in  add ition  has o ther in ­
centives o f its  own, fo r  the  good

liv in g  o f a ll would depend on the 
good w o rk  o f a ll. Machines 
would be re a lly  u tilize d  fo r  m ax­
im um  production. F rom  being 
drudges and slaves o f machines, 
men would re a lly  fo r  the f irs t 
tim e  em ploy m ach inery fo r  the 
benefit o f a ll.

A nd i f  you take the  troub le  
you can even see today th a t there 
are o ther reasons fo r  w o rk in g  
than  ju s t  because the boss has 
i t  up your back. Yes, even in  
th is  dog-eat-dog system, where 
they  steal a m an’s you th  and 
then th ro w  h im  on the scrap p ile , 
you’ve seen no t one w o rke r b u t 
dozens who took a pride in  do ing 
good w o rk  fo r  its  own sake, in  
fa c t even when the  company 
d idn ’t  w a n t it ,  bu t w'anted s lip ­
shod q u a lity  so they could ge t 
more q u a n tity . A nd  you ’ve seen 
w orkers who worked lik e  h e ll 
ju s t to  show how good the y  were 
to the  o ther guys. And especial­
ly  since th is  w a r p ro fite e ring  be­
gan, you ’ve seen men ac tu a lly  
q u it the  job ra th e r tha n  do the  
lousy w o rk  they are sometimes 
asked to  do. A nd  w orkers in  the  
com pany’s service fo r  so m any 
years th a t the y  have long fo r ­
go tten  th e  hope o f prom otion , 
com ing in  every day lik e  c lock­
w o rk , 20 m inutes ahead o f tim e  
—  never la te  in  th e ir  lives. W hy  ? 
Because the y ’re a fra id  o f the  
company ? No. Because th e y ’re 
proud o f th e ir  records. They 
take a p ride  in  do ing th e ir  jobs 
r ig h t  and liv in g  th e ir  lives r ig h t.  
A ll  th is  in  a system where the y  
have to  w o rk  s ix  and seven days 
a week ju s t to  live  —  in  a sys­
tem  where the b iggest crooks are 
those uncaught. I f  men can show 
such conscientiousness w ith  so 
l i t t le  in sp ira tion , how m any m il­
lions m ore w il l  be insp ired  to  
equal and g rea te r e ffo r ts  when 
they see th a t they are w o rk ing  
fo r  themselves and no t the  p a r­
asites

SHOP - TALKS 
O N SOCIALISM
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress o f the 
world pro le taria t, against 
a ll assaults of w orld im ­
perialism and of interna) 
counter-revolution, is the 

most im portan t duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers», financed 

by the government, but under control 
of the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by the gov­
ernment but controlled by the trade 
unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers 
drafted into the army.

S. Full equality for Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the 
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern­
ment.

9. The defense of the Soviet Union 
against imperialist attack.

English Trotskyists
In jailing four leading members of the Revolu­

tionary Communist Parly, including Jock Haston, 
the party’s general secretary, the Tory-capitalist 
government of Churchill and Co. is pursuing a 
clear-cut aim.

Its purpose is to stifle the revolutionary voice 
of Trotskyism in the midst of the great forward 
surge of the British working-class which was high­
lighted in recent weeks by the strikes in the coal 
mines and engineering plants. The British Trotsky­
ists are being railroaded to prison only a few short 
months after the liberation by Churchill’s govern­
ment of the fascist leader, Sir Oswald Mosley.

After nearly five years of ‘‘blood, sweat and 
tears,” during which their conditions of life have 
steadily worsened, the British workers have taken 
once more, and vigorously, to the road of class 
struggle against the capitalist exploiters. For five 
long years they have been tied to the capitalist war 
machine by their treacherous Labor Party and 
trade union leaders under a "truce” which made 
a real defense of their living and working condi­
tions well-nigh impossible.

Today, the British workers arc beginning to 
break away from the leading-strings of capitalism 
and defying the labor flunkeys of the exploiting 
class, the Bevins and the Morrisons.

The British capitalists pretend to see a dark, sin­
ister underground plot behind the great movement 
of working class resurgence and the growth of revo­
lutionary activity. Unable to confound the revolu­
tionists in the eyes of the workers by means of ar­
gument, they resort to slander and defamation, 
culminating in the frame-up.

This was the method twenty years ago when 
the workers of England, following the worst per­
iod of the post-war depression, regained their con­
fidence and began to fight back against the ex­
ploiters. At that time a Tory newspaper forged 
the notorious “ Zinoviev Letter” in order to “ prove” 
that back of the insurgence of British labor was 
a deep-dved plot by Moscow.

But the real plotters were the British capitalists. 
Their plot to smear the labor movement and its 
revolutionary vanguard — at that time the Brit­
ish Communist Party — served its purpose for a 
day. And then the “ Zinoviev Letter”  was proved

forgery. The radicalization of the workers con- 
' and culminated in the great general strike

of 1926. The plot against the English Trotskyists 
will fail, too.

Churchill and his labor lieutenants realize that 
the radicalization of the British workers, if  un­
checked, may assume menacing revolutionary pro­
portions. They seek to halt the leftward tendency 
by striking blows at the Trotskyist movement.

But Trotskyism is the quintessential expression 
of the working-class struggle against capitalism. 
Leaders and activists may be imprisoned, but the 
movement itself cannot be destroyed. Despite the 
imprisonment of many of the leading representa­
tives of Trotskyism in this country after the fam­
ous Minneapolis trial, the movement in this coun­
try continues to live and grow. It w ill be the same 
in England. Repressions cannot halt the advance 
of this movement which leads the fight for a so­
cialist world.

Poll Tax
The Senate debate on the anti-poll tax b ill was 

such a patent fraud that most political commenta­
tors treated the spectacle as a bad joke. W riting in 
the N. Y. World Telegram, Thomas L. Stokes, 
Scripps-lloward staff writer, characterized the 
farce in the following words: "The perennial anti­
poll tax spectacle in the Senate, which was not even 
good theater this visit, has reached its preordain­
ed climax without anybody being fooled. Every­
body connected with the performance, except per­
haps a few sincere souls, felt relieved today antici­
pating the ringing down of the curtain. For the 
whole thing has been a fake."

To the venal politicians m both major parties the 
10,000,000 people, white and black, disfranchised 
by the poll tax, are nothing but pawns in the game 
of politics. The Republicans and Democrats, their 
camp followers and apologists, are solely concerned 
with garnering votes for their respective candidates. 
Walter White, head of the NAACP, the liberals and 
Stalinists direct their main fire at the Republican, 
Dewey. The Republicans point to the fact that all 
the poll-taxers are in the camp of the Democrats. 
Each tries to shift the blame on the other for the 
defeat of the anti-poll tax bill.

Dewey, prospective Republican candidate for 
president, piously proclaims his “ opposition”  to the 
poll tax requirement. Roosevelt, head of the Demo­
cratic party, also says he is “ against”  the poll tax. 
Bilbo, poll tax Senator from Mississippi, who once 
sponsored a bill to send all Negroes to Liberia, 
says: “ 1 agree with Governor Dewey in the mat­
ter, and I also agree with President Roosevelt. The 
poll tax is wrong. It ought to be abolished.”  That 
makes it practically unanimous! Yet the poll tax 
continues to remain as a symbol of race discrimin­
ation, bigotry, reaction and political oppression, 
through Republican and Democratic administra­
tions alike. No amount of mummery can cloak the 
responsibility of both capitalist parties for perpe­
tuating the poll tax system.

It is only when the downtrodden and oppressed, 
both black and white, unite in their own independ­
ent Labor Party, that the death knell of the poll 
tax system will be sounded.

CIO In Politics
When the CIO Political Action Committee was 

first established, Philip Murray proclaimed: “ For 
the first time in American history, the forces of la­
bor are now setting up a nation-wide organization 
to protect the political rights of the working man, 
as well as the rights of the returning soldier, the 
farmer, the small business man and the so-called 
‘common man.’ ”  “ We arc, for the present," said 
Murray, "committed to no man or political party. 
We shall, in the next few months, have our organ­
ization perfected and its general principles agreed 
upon. We shall then, before the national conven­
tions of the two major parties, hold a national meet­
ing or conference of our own. We shall draw up 
and present to the American people a specific set 
of principles for the general welfare. Then, after the 
political conventions, we can decide what action to 
take regarding the two parties and the individual 
candidates, whether for state or national offices, or 
for the presidency."

Having apparently "perfected” its organization 
and “ agreed upon its general principles,”  the CIO 
Political Action Committee met in national con­
ference at Chicago last week. The purpose of such 
meeting, according to Murray, was to draw up a 
program for the welfare of the “ common man.” 
Then, and only then, Murray contended, would 
the CIO Political Action Committee endorse that 
party which, at its national convention, incorpor­
ates the CIO program in its platform and com­
mits its candidates to the support of that program. 
The conference met, labored, and brought forth— 
a blank check, which was handed to the Democratic 
Party to be filled in by the political deputies of 
the Wall Street plundcrbund, who will control the 
convention, write the program and name the can­
didates of that party.

This is putting it m ildly! The sum total of the 
labor of the national conference of the Hillman- 
Murray Political Action Committee, was to give 
full, unqualified and unconditional support to the 
titular head of the Democratic party, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. The cringing servility of the labor lack­
eys is best exemplified by their action in throwing 
their good “ friend” Henry Wallace, to the wolves. 
Wallace, whose purely verbal and literary “ liber­
alism”  has offended the Wall Street freebooters, 
will be "endorsed” says Hillman, " i f  he is renom­
inated” by the Democratic convention. A ll pre­
tense of independent political action has been 
thrown overboard by the Murray-Hillman clique 
who announce, in advance, that they will grateful­
ly accept whatever crumbs the political bosses are 
kind enough to throw their way. Where is there 
a parallel for the lying hypocrisy of the mealy 
mouthed flunkeys of the American capitalist class?

L. A . Unions Back CRDC
LOS A N G E LE S  —  A n enthus­

ias tic  and a tten tive  audience o f 
some 150 w orkers turned out 
here la s t Sunday n ig h t to  hear 
George Novack, na tiona l secre­
ta ry  o f the C iv il R igh ts  Defense 
Com m ittee, and three trade union 
guest speakers a t a m eeting ca ll­
ed to  push the cam paign fo r  the 
release o f the 18 leading mem­
bers o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  and trade  union m ilita n ts  
who were ra ilroaded to ja i l  under 
the in fam ous S m ith  “ Gag”  A ct.

In d ica tin g  th e ir  solid backing 
o f the cam paign to w in  a pardon 
fo r  the e ighteen, who are serving 
th e ir  sentences in  Federal pen­
iten tia ries , the  w orkers  in  the 
audience con tribu ted $190 to  the 
CRDC, thus subscrib ing the equi­
va len t o f a m onth ’s prison money 
fo r  each o f the  prisoners.

G reetings were read a t the 
m eeting fro m  W arren  K. B illin g s

who toge ther w ith  the „ . te  Tom 
Mooney was sent to  prison  in  a 
fram e-up  connected w ith  the P re­
paredness Day bom bing in  San 
Francisco in  1916.

“ The prosecution o f the e igh­
teen in  the M inneapo lis case,”  
w ired B illin g s , “ is the same k ind  
o f fram e-up as was perpetra ted 
by organized cap ita l aga inst 
Mooney and m yse lf du rin g  the 
f irs t  w o rld  w a r.”

Bernard A ppe l o f Local 84 o f 
the  IL G W U  announced th a t his 
union s tro n g ly  supported the 
CRDC cam paign fo r  a pardon fo r  
the eighteen. S im ila r support 
was announced by Eugene Judd, 
v ice-president, fo r  General M o­
to rs  Local 216, U n ited  A u tom o­
bile W orkers (C IO ) w h ich in ­
v ited  Novack to  address a meet­
ing  o f its  members on M ay 25.

Negro in te res t in  the case was 
shown by a message fro m  the

Los Angeles branch o f the  N A ­
ACP which, though unable to  be 
represented-a t the m eeting, pled­
ged a ll support to  the movement 
fo r  a pardon.

S t il l another message was read 
fro m  Oscar Soares, secre ta ry- 
treasu re r o f the  Los Angeles 
D iv is ion  o f the B rotherhood o f 
S leeping Car P orte rs  (A F L ) .  He 
apologized fo r  his in a b ili ty  to  be 
present a t the m eeting  and said 
he had sent a te legram  to  P res i­
dent Roosevelt in  the name o f 
his union asking a pardon fo r  
the T ro ts k y is ts  and trade union 
m ilita n ts .

The Los Angeles m eeting was 
another h igh  po in t in  the  N o ­
vack na tiona l tou r, the purpose 
o f w h ich is to  consolidate the 
w o rk  o f local CRDC organ iza­
tions and advance the cam paign 
fo r  lib e ra tio n  o f the 18 v ic tim s  
o f Roosevelt’s gag law .

T H E  LOOM O F LA N G U A G E ,
by F rederick Bodm er; Lancelot
Hogben, E d ito r. W . W . N orton
&  Company, Inc., New Y ork .
Illu s tra te d , $3.75. 692 pp.

As in  the f irs t  W orld  W ar, m il­
lions o f armed men com ing in to  
contact w ith  fo re ign  peoples has 
aroused wide in te res t in  o ther 
languages. The in su la r a n t i­
pa thy  o f Am ericans tow ard  fo r ­
eign tongues is ra p id ly  tu rn in g  
in to  its  opposite. A  host o f new 
language textbooks have ap­
peared on dealers’ shelves a long­
side fresh  ed itions o f older works 
o ffe r in g  sho rt cuts in to  Spanish, 
French, Ita lia n , Portuguese, 
German, Dutch, Norw egian. Be­
fo re  the w a r such books would 
have collected on ly  lib ra ry  dust.

T h a t such a book as The Loom 
o f Language could appear in d i­
cates the e ffe c t o f the w a r upon 
the c u ltu ra l supers tructu re  of 
Am erican society, fo r  th is  book 
a ttem pts  to  present in popu lar 
s ty le  a com parative study o f the 
p rinc ip a l w o rld  languages.

The book is undoubtedly an e f­
fec tive  gu ide fo r  the beginner 
seeking fa m il ia r  paths in  the 
w ilderness o f a fo re ig n  language. 
F rom  the h yb rid  character o f 
E ng lish , The Loom o f Language 
dem onstrates th a t A n g lo -A m e ri­
cans en joy pecu lia r advantages in 
lean ring  e ithe r Teutonic o r Rom ­
ance tongues. The dem onstration 
includes numerous tables which 
present com parative lis ts  o f 
words, roots, declensions, con jug­
ations, etc. o f the p rinc ip a l E u ­
ropean languages. T h is  method 
combined w ith  the detailed ex­
p lanation o f the evo lu tion o f 
modern languages fro m  common 
ancestral fo rm s provides the 
student w ith  some e ffec tive  tools 
fo r acq u iring  a new language. 
The b ird ’s eye view  o f a ll lan ­
guages enables a beginner to 
make an in te llig e n t choice o f a 
p a rtic u la r language to learn since 
he w il l  have an accurate idea of 
the re la tive  d ifficu ltie s  fac ing 
him . Especia lly valuable are the 
suggestions as to  w hat n o t to 
learn in s tudy ing  a new language, 
a m ost re fresh ing  con tras t to  the

dreary  m ethod o f the usual h igh  
school or college tex t.

Bodmer is lis ted  as au thor; 
Hogben as “ ed ito r.”  Bodmer 
provides the com para tive ph ilo ­
logy. Hogben is unquestionably 
responsible fo r  the s ty le , and is 
likew ise undoubtedly responsible 
fo r  d ra gg ing  Hegel in by the h a ir 
from  tim e  to  tim e. Hogben’s 
e a rlie r book, M athem atics fo r 
the M illio ns , su ffe rs  fro m  these 
same in trus ions.

We suspect th a t Hogben’s rea l 
concern is the  d ia lectic  in  d ia ­
lectic m a te ria lism ; Hegel w ith  
his w e ll-know n preoccupation 
over re lig io n  m erely o ffe rs  a con­
ven ient w h ipp in g  boy. In  fields 
so r ich  w ith  examples o f d ia ­
lectic as the evo lu tion o f m athe­
m atics and language, the ph ilos­
opher opposed to d ia lectic  feels 
called upon to deal i t  a blow 
even though he m ust force the 
op po rtun ity .

M ain weakness o f an otherw ise 
excellent book, however, is prec i­
sely its  lack o f d ia lectic . A n y ­
one w ith  even a sm a tte rin g  o f 
d ia lectic  m a te ria lism  w i l l  f in d  
one instance a fte r  another in 
The Loom  o f Language where 
I he study o f the development of 
language loses its  sharpness and 
distinctness because o f th is  weak­
ness.

The la tte r  p a r t o f the book 
deals w ith  “ Language P lann ing 
fo r  a New O rder.”  The au thor 
and ed ito r look fo rw a rd  to the 
day o f a sing le  w o rld  language. 
T h e ir speculations are p o lit ic a lly  
qu ite in te res ting .

They believe f irs t  o f a ll th a t 
“ as fa r  as we can see in to  the 
fu tu re , the re  w ill a lw ays be a 
m u lt ip lic ity  o f reg iona l languages 
fo r  everyday use.”  B u t these 
languages w ill increas ing ly  be 
supplemented by s tudy in schools 
o f another language w hich w ill 
tend to become un ive rsa l. A g re e ­
ing  upon one in te rlanguage fo r  
the school ch ild ren o f the  en tire  
w orld , however, “ is no t a lan ­
guage problem . I t  is a po litica l 
problem .”  (Em phasis in o r ig in a l) .

The au thors speculate w hether 
the fu tu re  in te rlanguage w i l l  be 
o f whole clo th , o r a m odification

o f one o f the  e x is tin g  languages. 
E ng lish  they believe has m any 
g ram m atica l advantages over 
m ost o ther languages in  addi­
tio n  to being already in use over 
w ide areas. “ B u t p o lit ic a l ob­
jections to such a choice are fo r ­
m idable. I t  is m ost u n lik e ly  th a t 
a soc ia lis t C ontinent would decide 
fo r  A ng lo -A m erican  as its  in te r ­
language i f  B r ita in  rem ained hos­
t i le  to  the new order.”

Bodmer and Hogben do not be­
lieve th a t i t  is possible to in tro ­
duce language p lann ing under 
cap ita lism . T h is  section, the re­
fore, is addressed la rg e ly  to  
those who w ill lead the society 
o f the fu tu re ; i t  is an a ttem pt 
to ou tline  the problem  fo r  th e ir  
sym pathetic understanding.

The au thors even reserve the 
fina l paragraph o f th e ir  book fo r  
a b low  a t the present system o f 
economy and those pacifis ts who 
(be fo re  the second w o rld  w a r) 
believed rem oval o f language ba r­
r ie rs  an e ffec tive  w ay to end w a r: 

“ O f its e lf,”  they contend, “ no 
such change can b r in g  the  age­
long ca lam ity  o f w a r to an end; 
and i t  is a dangerous e rro r to 
conceive th a t i t  can do so. We 
cannot hope to  reach a remedy 
fo r  the language obstacles to  in ­
te rna tion a l co-operation on a de­
m ocratic foo ting , w h ile  preda­
to ry  finance cap ita l, in tr igu es  o f 
arm am ent m anufacture rs, and the 
vested in te res t o f a re n tie r class 
in  the m ise ry  o f colonial peoples 
continue to  s t if le  the im pulse to 
a w o rld -w ide  en terprise fo r  the 
common w ea lth  o f m ankind. No 
language re fo rm  can abolish w ar, 
w h ile  social agencies fa r  more 
pow erfu l than mere lin g u is tic  
m isunderstandings fu rn is h  fresh 
occasion fo r  i t . ”

In  the s trugg le  o f the  w o rk ing  
class to ove rtu rn  these reaction­
ary  and long out-moded social in ­
s titu tio n s , a b ility  to  cross la n ­
guage ba rrie rs  strengthens in ­
te rna tiona l s o lid a rity . E very  rev­
o lu tiona ry  should study at least 
one fo re ign  language. The Loom 
o f Language is a good book w ith  
which to begin.

Reviewed by 
JO SEPH H A N S E N

I nternational Notes
M E X IC O

In  line  w ith  the action o f the 
A m erican C om m unist P a r t  y, 
which has dissolved its e lf  a t 
B row der’s command in to  a fo rm ­
less “ po litica l association”  in o r­
der th a t i t  m ay be able more e f­
fec tive ly  to serve as a too l o f B ig  
Business and a be trayer o f the 
working-class, the Com m unist 
P a rty  o f M exico has entered the 
Partido  Revolucionario M e x i­
cana.

The PRM , w ith  its  fo llo w in g  
among the m iddle class in  M exico 
is under the leadership o f the 
present P resident A v ila  Coma­
cho, avowed too l o f W a ll S treet 
monopoly cap ita l. Señor V il la ­
lobos, PRM chairm an, spoke at 
the C om m unist P a rty  convention 
a t which the decision to enter the 
PRM  was made. Accord ing to  
(he D a ily  W orker, he praised the 
“ true p a trio tis m ”  o f the S ta lin ­
ists and th e ir  cam paign fo r  na­
tiona l u n ity  and grea te r w ar p ro ­
duction.

In  keeping w ith  the cu rre n t line 
o f subservience to  cap ita lism  and 
support o f its  im p e ria lis t war, 
the S ta lin is t convention sent mes­
sages o f g ree ting  to  Roosevelt, 
C h urch ill and (o f course-) S ta lin .

There were o ther tim es when 
Com m unist P a rty  conventions 
were proud to  confine th e ir  greet­
ings to the w ork ing-c lass and its 
leaders, above a ll to the revo lu­
tio n a ry  vanguard, and to class- 
w ar prisoners confined in  the 
dungeons o f cap ita lism . Today 
they send sa lu ta tions to  the p o li­
t ic a l representatives o f the cap i­
ta l is t  enslavers and exp lo ite rs  o f 
labor, the  im p e ria lis t w a r-m ak-

ers. Such is the measure o f th e ir  
co rru p tio n  and degeneration!

IT A L Y
The c a p ita lis t press has m ain­

ta ined the tig h te s t censorship 
over events in  no rthern  I ta ly  
since the g rea t s trikes which sev­
eral weeks ago paralyzed indus­
t r y  in the c ities o f M ilan , T u r in  
and Genoa. B u t nevrs does ap­
pear in the European press

Thus the Basler N a tion a l Zei- 
tung published a dispatch from  
Chiasso on A p r i l 24 w h ich to ld  
o f the «ontinu ing mass on­
slaughts against the fasc is t “ Re­
publican”  governm ent o f Musso­
lin i and the N a z i occupation au­
tho ritie s . T h is  dispatch te lls  o f 
“ a lm ost da ily -o ccu rring  m urders 
o f Fascist d ig n ita rie s  and m il i­
t ia  o ffice rs.”  The N azi-Fascis ts  
are ta k in g  savage reprisa ls  by ex­
ecuting hostages and sending ex­
peditions aga inst armed partisans 
in the m ounta in  areas.

“ T h is  s itua tion ,”  says the Swiss 
paper, “ increas ing ly  threatens to 
unleash c iv il w ar. F o llow ing  
M usso lin i’s recent decree, prom is­
ing  leniency, Farinacci published 
in Regime Fasc is ts  an u rgen t 
conc ilia to ry  appeal, in order to 
check the ‘ fra tr ic id a l w a r’ against 
the ‘Republic’.”

A ccord ing  to  the same source, 
M ussolin i announced th a t the Fas­
c is t P a rty  had los t 1,023 members 
k illed  by an ti-Fasc is ts  and th a t 
535 officers and soldiers o f the 
Fascist Republican Guard had 
m et the same fa te . A nd  s t i l l  
the opposition grows, both in  
scope and in te ns ity . Some deta ils 
o f recent actions are g iven by

the Swiss Telegraph Agency, 
w h ich quotes fro m  the f irs t  com­
muniques issued by the  organized 
Ita lia n  resistance movement.

G ue rrilla s  in  the province o f 
Padua k ille d  eleven German o f­
ficers and fo u r  Fascists, in  addi­
tion  to cap tu rin g  five prisoners. 
In  the  V a l d i Lanzo reg ion o f 
Piedm ont heavy fig h tin g  occurred 
in which there  were 200 German 
and Fascist casualties. The guer­
r i l la  partisans lo s t 100 dead. S im ­
i la r  actions occurred in  the  Cuneo 
reg ion and in  the  R ie ti re ­
gion.

The ranks o f the partisans, dep­
leted by casualties, are ra p id ly  
filled  by d ra ft  de linquents and 
deserters fro m  the Fascists. On 
A p r i l 30 the Stockholm  paper 
published an a rtic le  by its  Rome 
correspondent, H am ris , in  which 
i t  was declared th a t “ Fascist a t­
tem pts to en ro ll sold iers has 
proven a complete fa ilu re . Once 
a group o f 1,000 men reported 
and was equipped w ith  arm s. I t  
was then sent to  a secto r; the 
next day a ll had deserted.”

The heroic s trugg le  aga inst the 
Nazis in no rthe rn  I ta ly  is con­
tin u in g  w ith o u t le t-up. I t  gives 
the lie  to those who assert th a t 
the Ita lia n  masses are in e rt, cyn­
ical and played ou t by more than 
20 years o f Fascis t enslavement. 
The unquenchable w ill o f the 
masses to s trugg le  fo r  freedom  
holds the prom ise o f a g rea t 
revo lu tiona ry  fo rw a rd  s w e e p  
and a b r ig h t fu tu re  under So­
cia lism .

S kyrocke ting  l iv in g  costs have s truck  so h a rsh ly  
a t the  20,000,000 wage-earners a t the bo ttom  o f the  
na tion ’s income scale th a t they  can scarcely keep 
body and soul toge ther, declares a recent s tudy o f 
a subcom m ittee o f the  Senate Com m ittee on Educa­
t io n  and Labor,

In  c it in g  the  “ hardsh ips imposed upon them  b y  
the  w a r,”  the com m ittee proposed th a t the L i t t le  
Steel fo rm u la  and o ther w age-freezing devices sha ll 
no t be applied to  heads o f fa m ilie s  ea rn ing  under 
$200 a m onth  and unm arried  w orkers  g e ttin g  $150 a 
m onth  o r less. A t  present price levels the  Senate 
com m ittee disclosed, even an income o f $50 a week 
provides the average fa m ily  “ o n ly  a ve ry  n a rro w  
m a rg in  o f l iv in g .”

M illio n s  o f unorganized office w orkers, s tore c lerks, 
school teachers and low -pay  governm ent employes, 
as w e ll as those forced to  liv e  on fixed-incom e social 
secu rity  paym ents o r servicem en’s allowances are 
among the w o rs t su ffe re rs  o f the p rice  gouge.

The com m ittee its e lf  re fu ted  the  fa lse  contentions 
o f the Bureau o f Labor S ta tis tics  th a t l iv in g  costa 
have advanced on ly  21.3 percent, and charged th a t 
the BLS figures were on ly a “ barom eter”  o f changes 
o f ce rta in  prices b u t in  no sense an adequate measure 
o f the cost o f l iv in g  rise.

A m ong the im p o rta n t item s the  BLS  “ barom eter”  
overlooks, according to  the  com m ittee re p o rt are, 
“ de te rio ra tion  in  q u a lity  o f goods, disappearance fro m  
the m arke t o f cheaper grades, new types o f expendi­
tures incurred  by w orkers  who m ig ra te  to  w a r jobs, 
‘black m a rke t’ operations w h ich  are h idden fro m  v iew , 
and d ifferences between prices in  various types o f 
com m unities and geograph ic reg ions.”

T h is  com m ittee re p o rt thus exposes the  a n ti- la b o r 
cha racter o f the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n ’s use o f 
the  BLS  figures in  ju s t ify in g  its  wage-freeze.

A no the r “ New D eal”  idol o f the libe ra ls , Secre tary 
o f the In te r io r  H aro ld  L . Ickes, is revealed to  have 
fee t o f clay. Congressman V oorh is , o f C a lifo rn ia , 
la s t week charged in  the House th a t the Petro leum  
A d m in is tra tio n  fo r  W ar, w h ich is headed b y  Ickes, 
is no th in g  b u t a “ stooge”  o f the  b ig  o il corpora tions 
and is a id in g  the  o il barons to  r iv e t th e ir  m onopoly 
con tro l on the  pe tro leum  resources o f the na tion .

Voorhis, an ou ts tand ing  a u th o r ity  on the  o il ques­
t io n  who uncovered the E lk  H ills  o il scandal, revealed 
th a t Ickes’ pe tro leum  o rgan iza tion  has over 100 m em ­
bers who are also on the  pa y ro lls  o f the  b iggest o il 
companies, in c lud in g  a num ber o f lead ing  corpora­
tio n  executives.

The m a jo r companies, aided by  Ickes’ policies, have 
created a m onopoly-induced o il shortage in  th is  
country', V oorh is declared. Ickes has cu rta ile d  inde­
pendent production, placed re s tr ic tio n s  on the sm a lle r 
companies in  d r i l l in g  new w ells, opposed the im p o rt­
a tion  o f M exican o il despite the  cla im ed shortage, 
and has tu rned  over the  opera tion  o f governm ent- 
owned and b u ilt  tanke rs  exc lus ive ly  to  the  b ig  m on­
opoly in te rests  whose agents ru n  the P A W .

W h ile  Ickes is he lp ing  to  fos te r the A ra b ia n  o il 
deal, to use hundreds o f m illio ns  in  pub lic  funds in  
a id ing  the A m erican o il im p e ria lis ts  snatch the  M idd le  
E as t o il fie lds, the  companies have k e p t concealed the  
existence o f vas t undeveloped o il reserves now in  th e ir  
possession in  th is  coun try , V oo rh is  disclosed. The 
governm ent is a llow in g  these companies to  keep con­
t ro l o f some 49,000,000 undeveloped acres o f o il land , 
w h ile  producing fro m  on ly  3,763,000 acres.

In  the m eantim e, Ickes has ag ita ted  fo r  boosting 
o il prices and g rabb ing  fo re ig n  o il lands.

Suppressed O ffice o f P rice In fo rm a tio n  p ro fits  re ­
po rts  were recen tly  secured and made pub lic  b y  
“ People’s Lobby.”  These rep o rts  w h ich  the  Roos­
eve lt a d m in is tra tion  had de libe ra te ly  concealed f ro m  
the public because they g ive  a dam ning p ic tu re  o f 
the greed and co rru p tio n  o f the c a p ita lis t ru l in g  class, 
reveal th a t the rea l reason fo r  the  p rice  rises is  
th is , th a t the  w ar pro fiteers  have been p ick in g  the  
pockets o f the  w orkers.

One section o f the  re p o rt discloses the w a rtim e  
p ro fits  o f the food trus ts . Since food constitu tes the 
la rges t s ing le  item  on w o rke rs ’ budgets, these f ig ­
ures on food p ro fits  g ive a m ore accurate in d ica tion  
o f the ex te n t o f l iv in g  cost increases than  figures on 
o ther necessities such as clothes, re n t and m edica l 
care.

A ccord ing  to  OPA S tudy No. 9, dea ling  w ith  the 
m eat packing corpora tions, as sum m arized b y  the  
“ People’s Lobby”  b u lle tin  ,“ agg gate p ro fits  in  1942 
of 53 companies were over fo u i tim es the p re -w a r 
level, on on ly  83 percent h igh e r sales . . .  On each 
d o lla r o f ca p ita l invested in  the 53 companies, the re ­
tu rn  in  1942 was 3 '/z tim es the 1936-39 average.”

The trem endous increase in  p ro fits  over sales and 
in  the ra te  o f p ro fit  on each d o lla r o f cap ita l in ves t­
m en t is a ttr ib u ta b le  to  on ly  one th in g  —  de libera te  
price goug ing under the  p re te x t o f scarc ity .

The sum m ary o f O PA S tudy No. 8 on f r u i t  and 
vegetable canners discloses th a t “ p ro fits  be fore in ­
come taxes o f f r u i t  and vegetable canners were five 
tim es as g re a t in  1942 as in the  years 1936-1939, on 
less than tw ice  tl îe p re -w a r volum e o f sales. . .”

S im ila r w a rtim e  p ro fits  steals are reported fo r  the  
b ig  corpora tions in  the m ilk  and m ilk  products, bak­
ery, cereal and f lo u r  industries . These 1942 p ro fits , 
however, are fa r  less than the p ro fits  rea lized in  1943 
and th is  year.

Instead o f e xp ro p ria tin g  these p ro fitee rs  who have 
been sucking the ve ry  life -b lood  o f the  w o rk in g  peo­
ple, the ad m in is tra tio n  has imposed a wage-freeze 
on the v ic tim s  o f the food t ru s t  w h ile  p ro te c tin g  th e  
pro fiteers  by h id in g  the true  fac ts  o f th e ir  e x to rtio n ­
ate practices.

Senate Labor Committee 
Reveals Living Cost Rise

Big Oil Companies Control 
Petroleum Administration

What OPA Tried To Hide 
About Food Trust Profits


