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WLB UPHOLDS WAGE FREEZING FORMULA
) ---------------------------------------------

Rejects Labor Members Plea 
To Recommend Wage Revision

Novack Starts 
National CRDC 
Speaking Tour

R O C H E S TE R , N . Y . —  George N ovack, N a tio n ­
a l S ecretary o f  the  CRDC, addressed h is  f i r s t  m ee t­
in g  on  M arch  16, u n d e r the  auspices o f  the  Rochester 
B ra nch  o f  the  C iv il R igh ts  D efense C om m ittee . T h is  
■was the  f i r s t  c ity  to  be v is ite d  by George N ovack, on 
h is  coast to  coast to u r . M any m em bers o f  the  a u d i­
ence decided to  jo in  the  CRDC a fte r  lis te n in g  to  
N ovack ’ s ta lk  on  the  M in n ea p o lis  L a b o r Case.

M r. Hansen, e x -T e a m -f 
sters U n io n  o f f ic ia l and
delegate to  the  R ochester 
T rades &  L a b o r C o u nc il, 
now  a p ro m in e n t f ig u re  in  
the  F ire m e n ’s U n io n , was 
e lected p re s ide n t o f  the  
expanded Local C'RDC Commit­
tee. Other union leaders who of­
fered their services in the laical 
Committee included a second chief 
of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers, a steel worker who 
belongs to the only steel workers 
local in town, and several addi­
tional railroad union men. A 
program of activity was mapped 
out which will include securing 
support from local unions, peti­
tion gathering and the raising of 
funds to provide relief for the 18 
prisoners and their families. I t  
is anticipated that resolutions 
and petitions will come pouring 
in during the next few weeks. 
GOOD RESPONSE

“This strengthening of the 
CRDC is the result of the ex­
cellent work done by our friends 
in Rochester and my visit gave 
an impetus to their efforts,” 
reported Mr. Novack. “The case 
of the 18 is already known to 
many of the railroad workers 
here who are very progressive. I 
was taken over to the round house 
and introduced to a number of 
the rail workers and officers who 
had signed the petition. The 
poster is put up right there in 
the round house office and looks 
impressive, i t  was a pleasant 
note for me to be talking about 
the case to workers right on the 
job with the steam billowing up 
around us. We distributed a num­
ber of the new pamphlets to 
them and got promise of in­
dividual contributions.”

George Novack, Secretary of 
the Civil Rights Defense Commit­
tee is among the most prominent 
figures in labor defense and civil 
liberties activities in the United 
States. In  the past 15 years there 
have been few cases of national 
importance in the defense of labor 
and democratic rights in which 
he has not taken an active and 
leading part.

Novack participated in the

GEORGE NOVACK  
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formation of the first committees 
in defense of the Scottsboro boys 
and in aid of the Harlan miners 
in 1932. As Chairman of the Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense, Novack 
helped direct the defense of Nor­
man Mini in the Sacramento 
Criminal Syndicalism case.

N ATIO NA L SECRETARY
He was national secretary of 

the American Committee for the 
Defense of Leon Trotsky, initiat­
ing the Dewey International Com­
mission of Inquiry into the Mos­
cow Trials, which branded the 
Moscow Trials as frame-ups.

In July 1941, together with 
James T. Farrell, John Dos 
Passos, Carlo Tresca and others, 
Novack was instrumental in 
forming the Civil Rights Defense 
Committee which is in charge of 
the defense in the Minneapolis 
Labor Case.

Novack is scheduled to address 
meetings under the auspices of 
the CRDC in every major city in 
the course of his present nation­
wide tour. Novack is scheduled 
to be in Buffalo March 18-19, in 
Youngstown March 20 - 21, in 
Akron March 23-24, in Cleveland 
March 25-26, in Toledo March 
27-28, in Detroit March 29-30 and 
in Flint March 31.

Minneapolis Trial 
Judge Orders SWP 
Books Destroyed

In a truly symbolic climax to 
the Minneapolis Labor Case, the 
federal judere who passed sentence 
upon the 18 imprisoned Trotsky­
ist and Minneapolis Local 544-CIO 
leaders on March 13 ordered the 
destruction of the Marxist litera­
ture and pictures of the great 
Marxist teachers which the FBI 
had seized in June, 1941 from the 
Twin C ‘ '~s headauarters of the 
Socia'ist Workers Part y and which 
constituted the Roosevelt prosecu­
tion’s major “evidence” in the 
Minneapolis Smith “Gag” Act 
frameup.

Thus, the administration’s pro­
secution of the most consistent 
and uncompromising working 
class opponents of fascism, the 
Trotskyists, which began with 
the seizing of the hooks and 
pamphlets containing their ideas, 
reaches a symbolic culmination 
with a.book-burning in the tradi­
tions of Hitlerism.

SWP PROPERTY
Among the SWP property 

which trial Judge M. M. Joyce, 
of the U. S. District Court in 
Minneapolis, ordered the U. S. 
Marshall’s office to destroy, are 
copies of Marx and Engel’s Com­
munist Manifesto and other his­
toric writings of the founders of 
scientific socialism, many works 
of Lenin and Trotsky, and 
numerous publications of the 
Trotskyist movement. Also or­
dered burned are red flags and 
pictures of Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and Trotsky which had been dis­
played in the SWP headquarters 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul. Most 
of the socialist classics to be 
burned were also on the list of 
the Nazis and were heaped on 
the flames of H itler’s bonfires.

The Minneapolis Local of the 
SWP issued a public protest 
against this book-burning and 
demanded the restoration of its 
property, declaring it to be a 
“dangerous attack upon demo­
cratic rights” and asserting that 
“this material, by all rights, 
should be returned to the party.” 
The statement contains the re­
minder that “the Trotskyists op­
posed fascism even before Hitler 
came to power at a time when 
many American capitalists were 
making financial contributions to 
his support. The fascist methods 
we opposed then are being used 
against us in order to stamp out 
free speech.”

SPITEFU L ACT
The ridiculousness of this 

spiteful and malicious destruction 
of books is emphasized by the 
fact that all of them are available 
in public libraries and are sold in 
public bookshops throughout the 
country. The Militant and Fourth 
International, whose files were 
included in the “evidence,” are

Book-Burning In  Minneapolis

(Continued on page 5)

UAW Members Victims 
Of The Ford Motor Co.

F ifty  workers, members of the United Automobile Workers, 
CIO, were suspended last week by the Ford Motor Company, 
with the tacit consent of top UAW officials, for participating in 
an “ unauthorized”  strike. A later announcement stated that 27 
were fired outright. A spokesman for the company said that an 
even larger number would probably be suspended following 
further “ interviews.”  ®---------------------------------------------- -

The victims of Ford’s “ dis­
ciplinary action”  were part of 
a group which had established 
an automobile barricade in 
front of the giant I^iver Rouge 
plant in protest against the dis­
charge and suspension of 20 
UAW militants in a previous 
dispute. Eleven of the 20 were 
union shop committeemen. They 
had been “disciplined” by the 
company immediately after a let­
ter had been sent to the Ford 
Local by U AW  president, R. J.
Thomas, demanding that “drastic 
and effective” measures be taken 
against those involved in the dis­
pute.

For over a year, the Ford Mo­
tor Company has been engaged

s>-

in a deliberate policy of house­
breaking the Ford union. Union 
shop committeemen attempting 
to perform their duties of seeing 
that the contract was enforced, 
found themselves marked for spe­
cial persecution by Ford’s "“labor 
relations department.” Since the 
first of the year, the company’s 
provocative policy has become so 
flagrant that it caused a number 
of “unauthorized” outbursts of in­
dignation by the workers. I t  was 
evident that Ford was out to 
“get” those UAW  militants who 
sought to defend the interests of 
the union membership.

FACTS KNOW N
These facts were known when 

the International E x e c u t i v e  
Board of the UAW  met last

month. The board adopted a reso­
lution acknowledging that “the 
corporations” were deliberately 
pursuing a course intended to de­
ny the - union membership “their 
rights under their contracts and 
to provoke them into engaging in 
work stoppages.” Instead of ad­
vocating effective measures to 
halt the corporation onslaught 
against the union, the executive 
board proceeded 'to “reaffirm  
without qualification, its no-strike 
pledge,” and threatened to impose 
drastic penalties against locals 
and individuals who resisted com­
pany provocation by engaging in 
“work stoppages.”

In commenting on (his, an edi­
torial in the March 11th issue of 
The Militant warned that: “This 
resolution can only serve to em­
bolden the union hating corpora­
tion executives. The corporations 
now have the green light to go 
ahead and declare open season 
on all shop stewards and commit­
teemen who try to make them

(Continued on page 5)

Badoglio And King  
Endorsed By Stalin

B y James Coivan
To its numerous crimes against the ̂ international working 

class, the Kremlin bureaucracy has added one more in its diplo­
matic recognition of the reactionary regime of Badoglio and the 
Italian king, a regime which is hated by the Italian masses with 
filé sífne detestation that they manifested toward the regime of 
Mussolini and his Blackshirt mobsters.

The tim ing of the act of recognition is significant. It oc­
curred on March 11, when m il- '5>_ ------------
lions of workers in northern 
Ita ly  were out on the streets 
in a general strike and giving 
battle to Nazi troops in the 
first gigantic mass upsurge of 
the present world war. I t  pre­
ceded by only one day a great 
demonstration in Naples, where 
the masses gathered to condemn 
Churchill’s support of the Bad- 
oglio-Victor Emmanuel regime 
and to voice anew their determi­
nation not to permit this m ili­
tarist-monarchist clique to rule 
their destinies.

What does this latest act of 
perfidy of the Stalin government 
signify? Stalin himself has thus 
far vouchsafed no explanation- 
This has been left to his stooges 
abroad. Paolo Tedeschi, leader of 
the Italian Communist P arty  in 
Naples, was quoted in the Daily 
Worker of March 15 as. saying 
that Moscow’s action, fa r from 
indicating that “the Soviets have 
put their stamp of approval on 
the king and Badoglio . . .  is a 
gesture of friendship to the 
Italian people,” and would in no 
way affect the opposition of 
Italian democrats to King Victor 
Emmanuel.

S TA LIN IST
EMBARRASSMENT

“Perhaps,” Tedeschi added, “the 
recognition embarrasses us some­
what, coming at this particular 
time, but it will neither lessen the 
sympathy we naturally feel for 
Russian Communists nor in any 
way upset our determination to 
work ceaselessly for the removal 
of the king.”

The embarrassment of the Ita l­
ian Stalinist bureaucrats can 
readily be appreciated. For 
months on end they have been

demanding an end to the rotten 
regime of Badoglio and his king. 
At a high point in this campaign, 
Without warning or explanation, 
Stalin steps into the picture to 
announce Soviet recognition of 
this same discredited clique.

In  this country, the Stalinist 
Daily Worker has been obliged 
to engage in another of its dis­
plays of verbal gymnastics in an 
effort to explain away Stalin’s 
latest betrayal of the Italian and 
international working class. “I t  
goes without saying,” this Stalin 
ist rag declared on March 15, 
“that the USSR is recognizing, 
not what Badoglio stands for, but 
the existence of his government. 
The Italian people as a whole, 
especially their democratic circles, 
are bound to see in this develop­
ment a token of Soviet regard 
for the dignity and equality of 
the Italian nation.”

SAFELY PREDICTED
It  can safely be predicted that 

the Italian working class will see 
in it nothing' of the kind. What 
regard is shown for their “dignity 
and equality” by an act which 
accords recognition to the king 
and his marshal, who only yester­
day were adorning the hated Fas­
cist regime which the masses 
o v e r t h r e w ?  A revolutionary 
Bolshevik government in the 
Soviet Union, a government of the 
type which Lenin and Trotsky 
headed in the first years of the 
Russian Revolution, would have 
shown its “regard for the dignity 
and equality” of the Italian  
masses by proclaiming its soli­
darity with them in their great 
struggle against the reactionary 
clique of Badoglio-Victor Em­
manuel. I t  would organize mate-

(Continued on page 4)

POSTAL AUTHORITIES REMOVE 
RESTRICTIONS ON ‘MILITANT’

Tlie U. S. Post Office author­
ities on March 17 withdrew the 
discriminatory censorship re­
strictions which they had con­
tinued following their restora­
tion two weeks ago of second- 
class mailing rights to The M il i­
tant.

When the second-class rights 
were restored, the postal officials 
at the same time informed The 
Militant that its issues would not 
be dispatched until each one had 
been examined for “mailability.”

The Militant promptly lodged 
a strong protest at this continua­
tion of an arbitrary restriction 
which carried with it the threat 
of further interference with its 
second-class mailing privileges.
F IG H T WON

A letter from the New York 
postmaster has come in answer 
to this protest, stating that the 
final restriction on The M ilitant’s 
mailing rights has now been re­
moved, and that the year-long

(Continued on page 4)

Carolina Bourbons 
Still "Lily-White"

The rich white ruling class 
scum of South Carolina re­
cently passed a resolution 
through their State House of 
Representatives to reassure 
themselves that they are the 
Earth’s chosen because they 
were born with light skins.

Voicing “firmly and unequi­
vocally” the demand “that 
henceforth the damned agita­
tors of the North leave the 
South alone,” the resolution 
reaffirms “our belief in and 
our allegiance to established 
white supremacy as now 
prevailing in the South and 
we solemnly pedge our lives 
and our sacred honor to main­
taining it.”

However, the South Carolina 
legislators have never put the 
question of their “white supre­
macy” to a popular test, since 
by virtue' of the poll tax 
and other repressive election 
measures less than five per 
cent of the population is per­
mitted to vote in elections. 
This is the lowest voting 
percentage of any state in the 
country.

Pamphlet Exposes 
Race Prejudice, 
Barred from Army

Roosevelt’s War Department 
not only maintains a strict poli­
cy of Jim Crow segregation and 
anti-Negro discrimination in 
the armed forces, but it delib­
erately tries to foster race preju­
dice and to prevent the soldier 
ranks from receiving scientific 
information exposing the falla­
cies of all theories of racial su­
periority, particularly the theo­
ry of “ White Supremacy.”

A t the behest of Southern Dem­
ocratic Representative Andrew J. 
May of Kentucky, chairman of 
the powerful House M ilitary A f­
fairs Committee, the W ar Dept, 
recently announced that it was 
shelving the distribution of 55,000 
copies of a pamphlet, The Races 
of Mankind, which by some ap­
parent accident had been purchas­
ed for use in the Army’s orienta­
tion courses. The pamphlet was 
written by two leading author- 
jties, Dr. Ruth F. Benedict and 
Dr. Gene Weltfish of the Colum­
bia University Dept, of Anthrop­
ology, and scientifically debunks 
the notions of racial, national or 
class superiority.
REP. MAY

Rep. May, a leading administra­
tion spokesman and a key mouth­
piece for the Southern Bourbons, 
demanded the banning of the 
pamphlet and declaimed that it 
has “no place in the Army pro­
gram.” The high-up military au­
thorities, when the pamphlet’s 
contents were brought to their 
attention, promptly demonstrated 
by their ban that they also

Unions Led Into A Trap By Labor Fakers As 
Roosevelt Shunts Wage Dispute to Congress

B y  R . B e ll
For two years the top leaders of the A FL and CIO have 

led the labor movement in a merry chase after the will-o-the- 
wlsp of Roosevelt’s promises to “ stabilize”  the cost of living. 
In exchange for these promises they accepted the L ittle  Steel 
formula and took an active part in doing the d irty  work of the 
board in enforcing the wage freeze on the workers. When the coal 
miners struck for higher wages to compensate for the rise in the 
cost of living, the labor bureau-®- 
crats joined with Roosevelt in 
attempting to crush the miners’ 
struggle. After it became evi­
dent to all that the cost of liv ­
ing had risen far beyond the 
limits imposed by the L ittle  
Steel formula, they played an 
active role in Roosevelt’s “ price 
roll back”  farce, (which isn’t 
even mentioned any more) in 
order to divert the workers from 
engaging in an effective strug­
gle for wage increases.

The net result of this bankrupt 
policy has been (1) an increase in 
profits in 1943 to the point where 
corporation earnings were the 
highest ever reached in the his­
tory of the country; (2) a rise 
in the cost of living of 43.5 or 
28.5 above the wage ceiling lim it 
imposed by the Little Steel for­
mula, and: (3) a steady decline 
in the standard of living of the 
American workers. Even so case 
hardened a labor bureaucrat as 
the A F L  secretary, Geo. Meany, 
writing in the March issue of ihe 
American Federationist is now' 
compelled to question:

M EA NY QUESTIONS
“Is there anyone in America 

who really believes that the cost 
of living has been controlled by 
the government in the last two 
years?

“Is there anyone so simple- 
minded as to believe that price 
control as it  now functions can 
be relied upon by the American 
workers. . . ?

“Can the present attitude of 
Congress in attempting to fore­
close the use of public moneys 
for food subsidies be interpreted 
as an effort to hold down the cost 
of living?

“All these questions,” concludes 
Meany, “must be answered in the 
negative.”

The conclusion drawn by Meany 
of the experience of the last two 
years is that a “readjustment” is 
required that must “take the form  
of a realistic modification of the 
Little Steel formula designed to 
bring real wages again into bal­
ance with actual prices.” And 
how is this readjustment to be 
brought about? Mcany, along 
with the other labor bureaucrats 
in the A FL  and CIO have only 
one answer: “We’ll request our 
‘friend’ in the White House to 
‘modify’ his wage freezing pro­
gram.”

This has been the sum and sub­
stance of the “fight” conducted

by the top union officials against 
the Little Steel formula. They re­
ceived their answer last week 
when George W. Taylor, Vice- 
Chairman of the War Labor 
Board reported that Roosevelt 
had rejected a request for a con­
ference on the administration’s 
“wage stabilization” p o l i c y .  
Roosevelt refused to even talk 
with his labor lackeys about the 
matter! Not satisfied with this re­
buff the spineless bureaucrats 
proceeded to submit a petition to 
the WLB asking for its approval 
in “requesting” Roosevelt to 
“modify realistically” the Little 
Steel formula. The WLB prompt­
ly rejected the petition, rejected 
a further proposal to hold public 
hearings on the petition and turn­
ed down a third request that the 
board conduct a “hearing on wage 
stabilization for the purpose of 
providing Congress with inform­
ation on the subject.”

Both the WLB in its rejection 
of the petition and Roosevelt, in 
his refusal to discuss.“wage stab­
ilization” with the board mem­
bers« offered the same reason: 
“Wage stabilization was declared 
to be a matter for Congress and 
not for the Chief Executive” (N . 
Y. Times, March 16). This cyni­
cal declaration leaves one aghast 
at its sheer effrontery!

A TRAP
The top leaders of the A FL  and 

CIO have led the labor movement 
into a trap and are now standing 
idly by waiting for the trap to be 
sprung.

A fter saddling the wage-freeze 
on the workers by executive, de­
cree—not without the valuable as­
sistance of his labor lackeys— 
Roosevelt washes his hands of the 
whole business by turning the 
matter over to Congress to be 
nailed down by legislative action. 
The workers can expect short 
shrift from a Congress which has 
authorized the most reactionary 
anti-labor legislation in decades. 
One would think that this omin­
ous development would spur the 
union leaders into action. Not at 
all. The A PL and CIO bureau­
crats continue to sit on the WLB  
and meekly submit , to the “ma­
jority decisions” against labor.

In the meantime, the wage de­
mands of the steel workers are 
being kicked around by the WLB. 
A fter the events described above, 
Murray still insisted that the 
steel panel of the WLB continue 
its hearings on the wage demands 
of the steel workers. A labor re-

(Continued on page 2)

Pucheu Trial Bares 
Betrayal Of France

(Continued on page 5)

B y R a lp h  G raham

When Gen. Charles de Gaulle 
and. the capitalist “ patriots” 
who compose the French Com­
mittee of National Liberation 
were considering b r i n g i n g  
Pierre Pucheu, former minister 
of interior in the Vichy govern­
ment, to tria l on charges of trea­
son, they w'erc confronted with 
a dilemma.

Refusal or failure to'bring him 
to trial would have meant giving 
mortal offense to the underground 
movement in metropolitan France 
which had already sentenced 
Pucheu to death as a traitor. I t  
would have shattered whatever 
illusions the French masses still 
retain regarding the pretended 
“patriotism” of the French 
capitalists. But bringing Pucheu 
to trial meant risking an expose 
which would tar many of de 
Gaulle’s own henchmen with the 
brush of collaboration with the 
hated N a z is .'It  also meant in­

troducing discord and apprehen­
sion into the ranks of the French 
capitalists, for none of them 
thereafter would feel safe.

De Gaulle was unable to avoid 
holding the trial, however, which 
soon developed into a dramatic 
expose, not alone of the treachery 
of the single defendant who ap­
peared, but of the French ruling 
class as a whole. (Dispatches just 
received say Pucheu has since 
been executed).

TH E  TR IA L
The trial opened in Algiers on 

March 4 and ended on March 11 
when Pucheu was found guilty on 
one of a series of charges and 
sentenced to death. The con­
demned man is expected to appeal 
to de Gaulle ̂ for a commutation 
of the death sentence.

Dispatches filling many columns 
of the New York Times during 
the week of the trial testify to 
the importance which the capital-

(Continued on page 4)
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Anti-Union Record Of The War Labor Board
B y R u th  Johnson

Since Pearl Harbor, the Roosevelt admin­
istration has intensified and accelerated its 
program of binding the labor movement 
within the governmental strait-jacket and 
subordinating it to the war machine and 
its needs. The prime agency which has car­
ried through this policy, is the War Labor 
Board, which has assumed ever greater au­
thority over the labor movement and arro­
gated to itself powers of a supreme arbiter 
over the affairs of the labor unions.

The entire officialdom of the A FL and 
CIO surrendered to the war machine, im­
mediately after U. S. entry into the “shoot­
ing w a r ’ by giving up labor’s strike wea­
pon. In  return for this labor disarmament, 
Roosevelt set up the W ar Labor. Board, 
composed of 4 employer members, 4 rep­
resentatives of the A FL  and CIO and 4 
“public” members. This board was supposed 
to give “justice” to the labor movement. 
Roosevelt, through the WLB, also promised 
the bureaucrats to guarantee their organ­
izations by the grant of the mongrel closed 
shop—“maintenance of membership.”

W L B  P rocedu re
By January 1942, the rigama'role of WLB  

procedure had been set. I t  provided for (1) 
Direct labor-employer negotiations until 
the possibility of agreement had been ex­
hausted; (2) Further negotiations under 
the. supervision of the United States Con­
ciliation Service; (3) Certification of the 
dispute to the WLB; (4) Mediation by a 
WLB panel which had no power to make 
public recommendations; (5) Voluntary ar­
bitration through an arbiter selected by the

WLB, or in case of disagreement, by an 
arbiter chosen by lot from a panel named 
by Roosevelt; (6) Final arbitration by-the 
fu ll WLB, empowered to make binding de­
terminations and awards.

Basing its policy on Roosevelt’s wage- 
freeze directives, the W ar Labor Board es­
tablished the Little Steel formula in July, 
1942, setting the precedent for a maximum 
increase of 15 per cent to compensate for 
the 15 per cent increase in the cost of liv­
ing between Jan. 1, 1941, and May, 1942. 
A few days later in the case of Remington 
Rand, the WLB announced; “(Tontrary to 
some reports it  (the Little Steel formula) 
does not guarantee to labor that existing 
standards of living will be maintained 
throughout the war.” Thus the board made 
clear very early in the game, that it would 
not consider further increases in the cost 
of living a justifiable reason for adjusting 
the wage-freeze formula.

Following this pronouncement, the Board 
on September 17, 1942 ruled against the 
United Automobile Workers, CIO, reject­
ing the union principle that wage differ­
entials in an industry should be wiped out. 
The UAW , seeking at that time a $1 a day 
increase at General Motors, had presented 
data to show a G.7 cents differential be­
tween General Motors and Ford workers. 
The WLB would permit no more than a 
4 cents an hour token increase.

Step F u r th e r  '
The Board took a step further a month 

later, when it refused to remove wage-in-1 
equalities existing in Ford plants in vari­
ous parts of the country. Not a single 
penny was-granted to the Ford workers.

• It  had taken the steel workers oveV eight 
months, the auto workers seven months, 
to wrest even these anti-labor decisions 
from the W ar Labor Board. And that was 
no accident, for the entire bargaining ma­
chinery was deliberately designed to pro­
long negotiations and to discourage the la­
bor movement from even presenting its 
wage demands and grievances. The board 
would have an “advisory panel” take 
months to study an important case and bring 
in recommendations. The board would then 
brusquely set aside its own panel’s studies 
and recommendations. The advisory panel 
recommended in the steel case, an increase 
of $1 a day, which the Board whittled down 
to 44 cents; in the later case of the United 
Rubber Workers, the panel’s recommenda­
tion of 8 cents an hour vvas tossed out, 
and a meager 3 cents an hour increase 
finally voted by the Board.

Lee Pressm an
Lee Pressman, CIO Chief Counsel, re­

ported to the 1942 CIO Convention; “As 
of a week ago, there were in the offices 
of the W ar Labor Board, about three or 
four thousand wage agreements. . . the 
division handling voluntary agreements. . . 
simply had hot made any record of them. . . 
it may take anywhere from a couple of 
weeks to eight months to get approval. . . 
then if  the employer has indicated a price 
increase may be necessary. . . you. . . must 
go to the OPA for approval.” He further 
pqinted out that the head of the conciliation 
service had 8000 disputed cases to which 
he was supposed to assign mediators.

Other union officials described the atti­
tude of management, more arrogant than

ever because of the helplessness of the 
unions before the time-consuming processes 
of the WLB. On every grievance, no matter 
how small, the bosses would cynically say, 
“Take it to Washington!”

G ro w in g  R esen!m en!
The growing resentmejit of labor to the 

incessant delays, finally fqrced the Board 
in 1943 to set up regional offices to “ex­
pedite” negotiations. But to assure even 
greater delays where they were .deemed ad­
visable, the National Board reserved the 
right to review on its own initiative, any 
cases it chose.

In addition to keeping wages frozen and 
tying up the labor unions in the endless 
red tape of WLB “mediation machinery," 
the board undertook to intervene directly 
into the internal affairs of the unions, dic­
tating local constitutions, determining ques­
tions of union security and “disciplining” 
the membership.»

In May 1942, the W ar Labor Board set 
the pattern for this usurpation of union 
rights. While awarding maintenance of 
membership to the union at International 
Harvester, the WLB added that the gov­
ernment would conduct a secret referendum 
of the workers, to determine whether they 
wished to accept the Board ruling. This 
was a direct encroachment upon the union’s 
rights to conduct its own meetings and to 
independently ratify  or reject its contracts.

Almost simultaneously, the Board, in the 
New Jersey Walker-Turner Co. case, in­
sisted on reviewing the constitution of the 
union, a local of the United Electrical, Radio 
and Machine Worker?, CIO, assuming the 

, right to pass judgment on union policy.

The Board then ordered the local not to 
charge more than SI a month dues and 
$2 initiation fee. Thus, questions of union 
finances and constitutions were now subject 
to the arbitrary decision of the WLB.

From these invasions into the internal 
affairs of the unions, it was a natural step 
for the W ar Labor Board to seize the right 
to police and punish the labor movement.

P un ishm en ts
In June 1942, weary of delays in nego­

tiations, 140 workers at the Arkwright Cor­
poration Textile Plant in Fall River, Mass., 
went on strike. William Davis, “public” 
member and chairman of the WLB, rushed 
a telegram, to the local offices of the United 
States Employment Service, stating “Fix­
ers and changers at Arkwright Corporation 
have failed to end strike in accordance with 
NW LB request. . . proceed at once to. . . 
secure necessary replacements as previous­
ly arranged.”

Following up its successful venture into 
the field of strike-breaking, the W I.B began 
to mete out penalties. In September 1942, 
the board denied to the A FL Federal Gen­
eral Chemical Workers of Buffalo, any 
form of “union security” because in June 
the workers, fed up with the red tape and 
delays, had staged a protest strike.

T h re e  C on d itio n s
In December, in granting maintenance of 

membership to the U AW  at the Pontiac 
Yellow Coach Plant, where a series of walk­
outs had followed company provocations, 
the Board laid down three conditions: that 
the security clause would be withdrawn if  
future stoppages oceured; that the union 
would be held responsible to the WLB to

discipline any members causing stoppages; 
apd that the international union should 
appoint a representative to investigate the 
local, its leadership, and members responsi­
ble for work stoppages, and report findings 
to the WLB.

In the .more recent Cramp Shipyard case, 
the Board imposed penalties on wages, by 
specifying that the workers.would lose one 
month’s retroactive pay.

In the course of its 27-month history, the 
War Labor Board has proved itself to be 
a policeman wielding a long club against 
the labor movement. Month by month, it 
has arrogated to itself more and more 
power, month by month it has established 
one anti-labor precedent after another, un­
til today it stands forth as a real dictator 
over the labor movement, keeping wages 
frozen, breaking strikes, and throttling the 
independent existence of the unions.

F irs t Task
The first task of the union movement, 

if  it wishes to regain its independence and 
rights, is a decisive, sharp break with this 
wage-freezing, anti-labor agency. Once the 
labor members are removed from the WLB, 
once the labor movement declares a vote 
of no-confidence in the board, the WLB  
will burst like an inflated balloon that has 
been pricked with a pin. This was demon­
strated during the first coal strike in 1941 
when Lewis forced the withdrawal of the 
CIO representatives from the old labor 
board and the board promptly went up in 
smoke. The rank and file must make the 
demand loud, clear and unmistakable to the 
union bureaucrats; Get off the War Labor 
Board! Labor needs a new declaration of 
independence!

TRADE UNIO N  
 NOTES 

B y Joseph K e lle r
Four officers of the Truesdale, 

Pa., local of the United Mine 
Workers were arraigned last 
week in the Scranton, Pa., fed­
eral court for violation of the 
Smith-Connally anti-strike law 
in connection with a local strike 
against the Glen Alden Coal Com­
pany last December.

The precedent for the present 
persecutions was established 
when 27 miners were convicted in 
Pittsburgh last August under the 
Smith-Connally act and sentenced 
to suspended sentences of six 
months in prison and three years 
probation. The UM W  national of­
ficials failed to contest this ini­
tia l attack in the general witch­
hunt now being conducted by 
Roosevelt’s Attorney - General 
Biddle.

For these first prosecutions the 
government has selected partici­
pants in so-called “wildcat” 
strikes. The administration hopes 
thereby to avoid opposition from 
the union leaders nationally. How­
ever, once a body of precedent is 
established through these cases, 
the' government will then be in a 
stronger legal position to launch 
a full-scale assault on m ilit^ it la­
bor with the weapon of the Smith- 
Connally law.

*  *  *

A typical case history of the 
kind of run-around the workers 
are getting since the union bu­
reaucrats surrendered the right 
to strike is described in a recent 
statement sent out to all CIO 
United Automobile Workers lo­
cals by the executive committees 
of the Chicago UAW  locals.

The statement is an appeal for 
moral, and material aid to Chi­
cago Local G8, Automatic Trans­
portation Company, a division of 
the Yale and Towne Corporation. 
In April 1942, Local 68 won an 
NLRB election. Despite this fact, 
the company imported spies and 
thugs to smash the union and set 
up a company union. The com­
pany refused to negotiate with 
Local 68, claiming it did not have 
a contract. The proposed contract 
had been certified to the WLB, 
which did not render a decision 
until a year later, April 15, 1943. 
Meanwhile, says the UAW  state- 
ment,*“almost all of our leaders 
in the Local were either discharg­
ed or quit the plant.”

For eight months, until Jan. 19, 
1944, the company refused to sign 
a contract despite two WLB di­
rectives and six show cause hear­
ings in Washington. The Com­
pany, which had defied 'the WLB  
and NLRB with impunity, then 
refused to carry out the contract, 
signed in Washington, calling it 
“a piece of paper.”

Finally, after 22 months of 
stalling and provocations, the 
workers walked out. The WLB 
ordered the workers back, promis­
ing to send a representative t°  
“assist in effectuating the terms 
and conditions” of the contract. 
The workers returned; but eight 
of the local officers were fired.

The government representative 
finally appeared, but the company 
refused to attend'the meeting 
with him. The WLB representa­
tive then refused to make a deci­
sion on the firing of the eight 
leaders, stating that this had to 
be done by a different arbitrator 
selected by the Board. Local 68 
hasn’t  moved an inch further.

The Chicago UAW  statement 
discloses that Local 68’s treasury 
is exhausted and its members, 
demoralized. I t  appeals for funds 
to conduct a legal fight “to the 
Supreme Court, if  necessary.” 
This may be all right as far as it 
goes. There are however thou­
sands of similar cases. The real 
need is for a program of united 
militant action, not legal shadow- 
boxing. Local 68 would never have 
had a two-year runaround to be­
gin with if  tire UAW -CIO leaders 
had not abjectly surrendered the 
right to strike.

*  *  *

We read in the March 17 The 
Call an item written by one Ken­
neth Rogers, whoever he is, that 
The Militant is advising “the pro­
gressives (in Michigan), who are 
now organizing in the hope of 
building a real farmer-labor par­
ty in the midwest state, they must 
proceed slowly, obtain official en­
dorsement from the CIO, and not 
antagonize Hillman and his poli­
tical action machine. All this, in 
the name of l’evolutionary action, 
we assume!”

There is a good reason of 
course, why Rogers, does not di­
rectly quote The Militant. His 
statements are simply made out 
of whole cloth. They cannot be 
found in The Militant. The M ili­
tant has exposed and fought the 
CIO Political Action Committee 
from the day of its formation. 
The Militant has advocated build­
ing a labor party based on the 
trade union movement, in strug­
gle against Hillman and the other 
labor bureaucrats. Every reader 
of The Militant^knows this. We 
hazard a guess that even the 
sophomoric writer of The Call is 
aware of it.

Why then docs he resort to this 
crude fabrication? With Norman 
Thomas’ Party backing Wall 
Street’s war, with about 95 per 
cent of its leading members be­
come pie-card artists, either on 
the payroll of various Roosevelt- 
ian bureaus or the union bureau­
crats, with most of the present 
writers of The Call gracing every 
week the pages of LaFollette’s 
Progressive, what weapons are 
left for the luckless writers of 
The Call? Or maybe the whole 
thing comes under the heading of 
juvenile delinquency?

*  *  ¥

Another instance of Army 
strike-breaking, becoming in­
creasingly frequent, occurred last 
week in Buffalo, when Lieut. Col. 
Hodge, Army A ir Force resident 
representative for the Chevrolet 
plants, used troops to convoy 
scab trucks during a strike of 500 
local truck drivers.
• The strike was called by rank 
and file members of Local 449, 
A FL Teamsters, in protest 
against an unfavorable wage de­
cision handed them by a U. S. 
Conciliation Service conciliator. 
The workers had been awaiting 
the decision for 11 months.

The truck drivers are particu­
larly incensed against their lo­
cal union bureaucrats, who have 
been blocking union action for a 
year while the men worked with­
out a contract. These officers have 
for several months prevented the 
holding of a local meeting, and 
the strike had.to be called by an 
“unauthorized” mass meeting of 
the members.

Subscription Campaign Planned
A nation-wide subscription campaign for The M ilitan t w ill®  

be launched on April 1. 3,000 new subs by June 30— 1,000 new 
regular readers per n\onth for three months— is our goal. For 
the duration of the drive we w ill offer a special introductory 
sub rate of 25 cents for 13 issues.

This is an INTRO DUCTO RY5 
OFFER SUBSCRIPTION CAM­
PAIG N to acquaint thousands of 
new workers with the program 
and ideas of Trotskyism. I t  is 
made possible first of all by the 
magnificent response to the $15,- 
000-15th Anniversary Fund Cam­
paign, in which our comrades and 
sympathizers went pver the top 
by more than $2,000. On the heels 
of this truly Bolshevik answer to 
the government’s imprisonment of 
our 18 leaders, we now initiate a 
second major campaign to prove 
that nothing can stifle the un­
conquerable ideas of revolutionary 
socialism.

Our victory in winning back, 
jv ith  the support of thousands of 
readers and scores of unions, the 
second-class mailing rights of 
The Militant has removed the last 
serious obstacle to success in our 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER SUB­
SCRIPTION CAMPAIGN.

In addition, The M ilitant’s ex­
pansion from four to six pages, 
with its numerous added features 
—special columns, wider labor 
news coverage, fuller comment on 
international events, a new bril­
liant cartoonist — should make 
our paper more attractive, in-
teresting and inspiring than ever

before. We intend to provide a 
paper each week which our 
friends and comrades will be 
proud to circulate.

We are confident that our goal 
of 3,000 new. subs in 3 months is 
realizable. The recent local sub 
drives have brought in hundreds 
of new subscriptions. Our agents 
and friends,' inspired by these 
initial splendid results, have urged 
us to launch this nation-wide cam­
paign. ■

To those who already read The 
Militant regularly, we recommend 
that you take advantage of our 
Club Plan of four subscriptions 
for $1. This is the best way of 
acquainting your friends and 
shopmates with The Militant. 
Send them a 3-month subscription 
to our paper.

The M ilitant is a*fighting work­
ers’ paper— the only paper in the 
country that tells the truth about 
labor’s struggles for a better 
world—the only paper that fights 
consistently and uncompromis­
ingly for labor’s rights. This paper 
must be read by every class­
conscious worker. Forward to 
3,000 new regular readers by 
June 30!

We know that all of our agents 
and friends will welcome the 
launching of .the 3-month IN ­
TRODUCTORY OFFER SUB­
SCRIPTION. CAMPAIGN on 
April 1. Our aim is 3,000—25c. 
new subscriptions to The Militant 
during the campaign and we feel 
confident that our goal will be 
realized.

*  *  *

Although Detroit has just finish­
ed a successful campaign for 
regular subscriptions, as you will 
see from our agent’s letter, they 
will no doubt make just as ex­
cellent a showing in our IN ­
TRODUCTORY OFFER SUB­
SCRIPTION CAMPAIGN:
“Our campaign,” Detroit writes, 

“came to a very successful 
close last Sunday night. We 
sold 51 subs to The M ilitant and 
Fourth International. Our group 
was divided into four teams and 
a splendid job was done by all 
in seeing old contacts and acquir­
ing new ones. Our goal had been 
set for 80 points, but we went 
well over that by attaining 117 
points. This coming Saturday 
night we are having a social in 
honor of the winning team.

“ In spite of the fact that our 
campaign is over, subs will con­
tinue to come in.”

The following letter from a 
friend in Philadelphia speaks for 
itself; “Enclosed is money for a 
year’s combination subscription to 
The Militant and Fourth Interna­
tional. Your very fine publications 
first came, to my attention when 
I  made the acquaintance of your 
Seattle agent. He is doing

splendid work in that busy ship­
ping and industrial center. He 
and the small group of volunteer 
parttime assistants who manage 
the Seattle branch have the 
priceless ability of statipg simply 
the intricacies of past, present, 
and future international and 
domestic politics. Simple workers 
and seamen like myself are not 
overly intellectual and for an or­
ganizer to assume that we are 
mental-mammoths is to alienate 
us. But your agent is first, last 
and always a proletarian, and.an 
excellent and inspiring product 
of the working class.
. “I f  credit is given for my 
subscription, your agent of Seattle 
deserves it.”

* * *

A friend in Long Beach, Cali 
fornia does not want to miss a 
¿ingle issue:

“Please include the zone num­
ber in sending me The Militant, 
otherwise I  will have trouble in 
receiving my favorite paper 
Hoping you have the success you 
deserve.. .”

In Detroit, Mich.
You can get 

THE MILITANT 

at the

FAMILY THEATRE 

NEWSSTAND

opposite the theatre

Wage Freeze Upheld 
B y War Labor Board

(Continued from page 1)

porter for the N . Y. Herald-Tri­
bune commented: “It  is expected 
that the board will direct the 
panel to take the evidence in the 
expectation that before the panel 
makes its final report, Congress 
will have passed specifically on 
the Little Steel formula issue.” 
The WLB is playing iis accustom­
ed role of prolonging the proceed­
ings and stalling a decision while 
Congress is preparing to-strangle 
the workers in a new legislative 
strait-jacket.
STEEL CONVENTION ^

The National Convention of the 
United Steel Workers, scheduled 
to meet on May 9, must demand 
an accounting from Phillip Mur­
ray of the manner in which the 
struggle against the Little Steel

formula has been mishandled. The 
rank and file must raise the de­
mand that the CIO representa­
tives resign at once from the com­
pany-dominated W a r  L a b o r  
Board. A  national conference of 
all labor unions must be called 
to map out a program of action 
against the threat of wage freez­
ing legislation by Congress. 
Above ah, there must be a de­
cisive break with the political 
parties and program of Big Busi­
ness, which dominate both Con­
gress and the President. The 
whole experience of the betrayals 
of the last two years make it im­
perative that labor organize its 
own Independent Labor Party 
with its own program. The in­
dependent class action of the 
workers can head off the impend­
ing blow against the labor move­
ment.

We Still Have 
In  Stock 
a Limited 
Supply of the 
Following 
Bound Volumes:
The M il i ta n t

1939 (two volumes) $5.00
1940 5.00
1941 4.00

F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l
1938 $5.00
1939 5.00
1940-41 5.00

Complete your library while thest 
bound volumes are still available

Order from 
Business Manager

1 16  U n iv e rs ity  P lace 
New Y o rk  3 , N . Y .

NOW OFF THE PRESS!

WHY WE ARE IN PRI SON
Farewell speeches of the defendants in the Minneapolis 

Labor Case, with a special introduction on the back­

ground and the issues, in the case.

56 pages, paper 10 cents

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.

Los Angeles Marxist School 
Drawing Record Attendance

ROS ANGELES, Calif. — The 
Los Angeles School of Social 
Science launched a six weeks 
course of four classes on Tuesday, 
February 29. The opening sessions 
were well attended both in Los 
Angeles and San Pedro with the 
school running simultaneously in 
both cities. 58 students registered 
in the first week. Expressions of 
appreciation by many students 
showed that the quality of the 
lectures exceeded all expectations.

A large sale of the basic social­
ist literature proves that the 
students here there for an in­
tensive study of Marxism. Also 
the number of those who register­
ed for the entire series was very 
high.

Murray WeiSs lectured on the 
problem of Imperialism and 
World Economy in its relation to 
the theory of Permanent Revolu­
tion. James Dali gave a lecture 
on an introduction to Marx’s 
classic economic theories.

In the Thursday lectures at Los 
Angeles (Tuesday at San Pedro), 
Frank Graves discussed the class 
struggle as expressed in the 
struggle between the Soviet Union 
and the Imperialist world. Janet 
Bowers, in the second lecture of 
the evenirig, gave a detailed and 
vivid account of the rise of the 
CIO and its relation to the Ameri­
can labor movement today.

A particularly impressive phase 
of the School noted by everyone 
was its excellent organization. 
Classes-opened and closed exactly 
on time, setting a standard of 
punctuality and efficiency that 
speaks well for the future of the 
School.

IM PRESSIVE PHASE
In the prefatory remarks to 

his lecture which marked the 
opening of the School in Los 
Angeles, Murry Weiss com­
mented on the significance for 
the American Marxist movement 
of the launching of the Los 
Angeles School of Social Science. 
He observed that the complete 
renovation and redecoration of 
the headquarters had provided the 
proper setting for the School, and 
recalled that when Vincent Dunne 
was on tour late in 1942 he had 
strongly urged the Los Angeles 
movement to secure a head­
quarters to house such institu­
tions as the School. “At the time,” 
Comrade W’eiss said, “we had 
been operating from a small and 
dingy office. 1 am sure that com­
rade Dunne would be proud of 
our new headquarters. Of course 
he won’t be able to see it for 
some time yet because he and 17 
others are incarcerated in a 
penitentiary for their socialist 
convictions.”

NOW OFF TH E PRESS

SOCIALISM ON TRIAL
— 2nd Edition—  

by JAMES P. CANNON

The text of testimony in the Minneapolis trial. 
A Primer of Socialism

112 Pages - Indexed - 10c

IN DEFENSE OF SOCIALISM
TH E O FFIC IA L  COURT RECORD OF ALBERT  
GOLDMAN’S SPEECH TO TH E  JURY IN  TH E  

FAMOUS M IN N EA PO LIS  LABOR T R IA L

95 pages 10 cents

DEFENSE POLICY
IN  T H E

MINNEAPOLIS TRIAL
1 — A CRITIC ISM  BY GRANDIZQ M U NIS
2 AN ANSW ER BY JAMES P. CANNON

Marxist principles, strategy and tactics —  how they were 
applied in the historic Minneapolis Trial.

64 pages — 20 cents

P io ne e r P ub lishers.

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE NEW YORK 3, N. Y.
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In The 
Colonies

--------------------------  By L I FU-JEN ----------------------—

It  is an old trick of the im­
perialist slavedrivers to make 
relatively unimportant conces­
sions to their colonial slaves in 
prder to postpone the day of 
reckoning. Most frequently, the 
concessions are given only to a 
section of the population. By this 
means a colonial people can be 
divided, with the privileged sec­
tion becoming a prop and support 
for the rule of the imperialists.

An example of this kind of trick 
is to be seen in a communique by 
the French Committee of National 
Liberation published in “Free 
France,” a de Gaullist organ. The 
communique announces a new 
policy in regard to French 
Moslems in Algeria,-describing it 
as a “continuous and progressive 
effort to better their political, 
social and economic conditions 
until they reach the same level 
as Frenchmen who are not 
Moslems.” The policy is embodied 
in four points, as follows:

“A—To bestow French citizen­
ship on the Moslem elite at once 
without demanding that they 
should give up their belief in and 
obedience to the laws of the 
Koran.

“B— To increase the number of 
Moslem representatives in Alger­
ian deliberative assemblies and to 
extend the right of suffrage to 
more Moslems.

“C—To make it possible for 
Moslems to fill a larger number 
of government positions.

“D—To outline and realize a 
complete program of social uplift 
and economic progress -for the 
benefit of all French Moslem peo­
ples. .

The purpose ‘here is all too 
plain. I t  is to sift out an “elite” 
from among the Moslem popula­
tion, place them in a highly priv­
ileged position in relation to the 
broad masses, and thus create a 
supporting social base for the 
French imperialists. I t  is hoped 
thus to divide the Moslems by 
buying the “elite” into the im­
perialist camp. The British have 
used this method in many of their 
colonies whenever the rule of 
naked force created a dangerous 
situation. The American imperial­
ists did the same thing in the 
Philippines. And the Japanese 
imperialists are now trying it in 
Burma and other conquered 
Oriental countries.

“Free France” exposes the real 
motive of the de Gaulle imperial­
ists when, in commenting on the 
Algerian “reforms,” it recalls that 
after the defeat of France in the 
war with Prussia in 1871, the 
people of Algeria took advantage 
of the opportunity to rise in revolt 
against their French imperialist 
oppressors. “The events of 1871 
came back to the memory of 
everybody” after France’s sub­
jugation by Nazi Germany in 
1940, the journal declared. “Then, 
after the defeat of France, a 
violent insurrection had broken 
out in Algeria, endangering the 
effort of 40 years of pioneering- 
work.”

The defeat of France in 1910 
has not yet led, as in 1871, to 
revolt in Algeria. But the danger 
is there, and well the French im­
perialists realize it!

# *■ *■
In last week’s issue of the 

Social-Democratic New Leader, 
Pearl Buck, a sentimental sym­
pathiser with the colonial peo­
ples in their struggle for national 
liberation, complains in a lengthy 
article of the “betrayal” of Korea 
by American imperialism. There 
were two “betrayals”— first in 
1894-5 when America went back 
on a treaty obligation to aid 
Korea if attacked and permitted 
Japan, unhindered, to conquer 
the country; second, in 1919 when 
the Korean people rose in insur­
rection against the Japanese con­
querors and failed to receive any 
help from America d e s p i t e  
Woodrow Wilson’s promise of 
self-determination for all nations.

Now Pearl Buck is perturbed 
by the statement ' concerning 
Korea that came out of the Cairo 
conference. Roosevelt and Chur­
chill contented themselves with a 
perfunctory promise that Korea 
would be “given” its freedom— 
“in due course.” None of the 
imperialists has ever “given” 
freedom to any of the peoples 
they oppress, though they have 
always given plenty of promises. 
Churchill only lately rejected with 
heat any suggestion that Hong­
kong, a part of China, and now' 
occupied by Japan, be returned 
to China at the end of the war. 
The words “in due course” used 
in connection with Korea have a

meaning which is all too clear. I f  
and when Japan is defeated and 
driven out of Korea, the Ameri­
can imperialists intend to step 
into Japan’s shoes, to dominate 
the country and exploit its peo­
ple and its riches for the greater 
glory of Wall Street.

Pearl Buck has no more under­
standing of the realities of im­
perialist politics than a jungle 
medicine man has of scientific 
medicine. For her, the American 
imperialists are not following a 
consistent policy in conformity 
with their basic interests. They 
are merely “bungling.” “We have 
bungled very badly in our treat­
ment of our allies,” she writes. 
“We have alienated many peoples 
through our fear of standing on 
the eternal principle of freedom 
as a natural and inalienable right 
of all. Tire peoples of France, 
Russia and Italy doubt our sin­
cerity today. We have even 
alienated to some degree those 
warm friends, the Chinese. The 
people of India are beginning to 
classify us as tyrants.”

And now Korea!—“Nothing so 
discouraging as those three little 
words ‘in due course’ has happen­
ed to the Koreans since the last 
war.”

Actually it is a good thing for 
the Koreans to find out that the 
American imperialists and the 
Japanese imperialists are brothers 
unde/ the skin, so that when the 
time comes for them to renew 
their struggle for independence 
they will not suffer defeat 
through a false belief that the 
American capitalists are their 
disinterested friends and libera­
tors.

* * *

The future colonial policy of 
American - imperialism, as en­
visioned by the pundits of 
capitalist ■ education and the big 
business interests that stand be­
hind them, is already beginning 
to take shape. Faculty groups in 
42 colleges and universities re­
cently issued'a report urging the 
United States to assume its 
"fa ir share” of “colonial respon­
sibility” after the war. They want 
an International Colonial Com­
mission established which will do 
just what the Mandates Com­
mission of the League of Nations 
did after the last war—parcel out 
the colonial -loot among the vic­
torious powrers, with a large share 
of territory, especially in the 
Pacific area, handed over to the 
United States.

Does this smack of imperial­
ism ? The learned educators in 
their report, which was featured 
prominently in the New York 
Times on March 10, undertake a 
little sugar-coating: “We should 
beware both of imperialistic ex­
pansion and aloof isolationism. 
But we should participate fully 
in a regional or international pro­
gram of trusteeship over depen­
dent peoples.”

How it is possible for the 
United States to take over 
colonies and not be imperialist 
is “not explained, beyond saying 
that the imperialists should act 
benevolently toward their new 
subjects and that their aim should 
be “to stimulate, but not exploit, 
the economic development of the 
area for the long-range welfare 
of both that area and the world.” i

I f  one were to. believe the 
British, the French, the Dutch 
and all other imperialists, .their 
presence in the colonies never had 
anything but the most benevolent 
of purposes, but the revolt of 
colonial peoples alone gives the 
lie to this hypocritical pretense. 
Regardless of their nationality, 
the imperialists grab colonies for 
one purpose and one purpose_only 
—to rob and exploit the native 
populations. As it  was with the 
older robber empires, so it will 
be with the newer American 
empire. No fancy window-dress­
ing can conceal the predatory 
appetite of Wall Street.

In the past, defenders of Amer­
ican capitalism pointed to the 
absence of American colonies as 
proof that America was not an 
imperialist power. They con­
veniently overlooked the grab of 
Mexican territory, the seizure of 
the Philippines and Puerto Rico— 
hot to speak of the financial 
domination of Latin America. 
Nevertheless many were hood­
winked into believing that capital­
ist America'was “different.” The 
proposals of the capitalist educa­
tors represent advance notice that 
their Wall Street masters are now 
dividing the world on paper in 
preparation for the real division.
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Labor Must Rally To Free Kelly Postal, 
A Gallant Fighter Framed By The Bosses

Kelly Postal, life-long- fighter for labor and militant defender^-------------------------------------------------------------------- ------ ----------------------------
of trade union democracy, has been rotting in the State Prison at 
Stillwater, Minnesota, since June 21, 1943. Dictator Daniel J. Tobin 
of the A FL Teamsters, with the connivance of the Minneapolis, 
Hennepin County and Minnesota boss-dominated courts, had him 
“put away” for up to five years in one of the dirtiest and crudest" 
frameups ever perpetrated against an incorruptible and fearless 
union leader.

The charge which Tobin brought against Postal was “embezzle­
ment of funds,” “because Postal, as Secretary-Treasurer of Local 
544, had loyally fulfilled the overwhelming vote of the local mem­
bership directing him to transfer the local’s funds to the new affi­
liation when the Minneapolis truck drivers in June 1941 voted to 
dissafiliate from the A FL and join the CIO.

Real “ C rim e ”
His real “crime,” which brought upon him the relentless and 

vindictive persecution'of the gangster-ridden Tobin machine and 
the federal, state and local governments, was his outstanding role 
as one of the leaders of famed Local 544, which had dared to oppose 
the corrupt overlordship of Tobin and had transformed the once 
open shop citadel of Minneapolis into a union town.

Although the mechanism of the frameup differed, the Postal 
case is in reality part .and parcel of the Roosevelt administration’s 
frameup and imprisonment of-the 18 Trotskyist and Local 544-CIO 
leaders under the Smith “Ompjbus Gag” Act. Postal was one of the 
original 28 defendants in the Smith Act case who went on tria l in 
the fall of 1941, but he was acquitted with nine others. His acquittal, 
however, only infuriated the Tobin gang, which then sought other 
means for wreaking vengeance upon a man whom they correctly 
considered to be one of their most uncompromising opponents.

A Fram euj»
%

They seized upon Postal’s legitimate compliance with the will 
of his membership in transferring the Local 544 funds as a peg 
on which to hang a frameup. They induced the county prosecutor— 
a not unwilling agent of the employing interests—to bring Postal to 
trial on an embezzlement charge. No one, however, claimed that 
Postal had used a penny of the allegedly embezzled union funds for 
other than union purposes.

This first frameup attempt misfired. Presiding Judge Hall re­
fused to become a party to the frameup, and ordered a directed ac­
quittal for Postal. In his declaration to the jury, Judge Hall stated:

“By a resolution of the majority of the Local 544 membership, 
he (Postal) was directed to turn over all the monies of the union 
to the Union Defense Committee. That this resolution, directing him 
to turn over the monies was open and avowed, cannot be disputed, 
as it was heard, according to State witnesses, through the loud­
speaker system, even by those assembled outside the building.

“The membership of the union must have believed they had a 
right to transfer these monies by resolution, as they attempted to 
do. Postal, the defendant was the agent and steward of the mem­
bership and turned over their money at their direction.”

Shyster Law yers
This acquittal only made Tobin more determined to “get” Postal. 

His shyster lawyers figured out a new legal subterfuge, and after 
scourihg- the judicial rolls finally found a compliant judge. Postal 
was hauled up to trial once more. The charge, the witnesses, the 
testimony, the “evidence” were the same as those previously thrown 
out of court. Only the sums involved in the alleged “embezzlement” 
Were slightly changed, thus constituting a “new” count.

This time, the judge instructed the jury to find Postal guilty. 
Even open enemies of Postal and the labor movement pinched their 
noses at the stink of this frameup.

The Civil Rights Defense Committee, which is the national body 
organizing the defense of the Minneapolis Labor Case victims, im­
mediately launched a vigorous campaign to appeal the verdict to 
higher courts. Scores of unions throughout the country came to 
Postal’s aid. Thousands of workers signed petitions on his behalf. 
Labor and liberal leaders denounced the frameup and appealed for 
his freedom.

U p h e ld  C o n v ic tio n
But the Minnesota Supreme Court upheld the conviction, and 

subsequently, the state pardon board rejected an appeal for an un­
conditional pardon. Thus, through its juridical minions, the Minne­
sota owning class revenged itself on a courageous opponent of class 
oppression and paid its debt to Daniel Tobin for services rendered.

K E L L Y  P O S TA L

Today, the fight to free Kelly Postal stands on a broader plane 
than opposition to an individual act of injustice, important as every 
such act is. The whole question of trade union democracy is in­
volved. Has a local union the right to dispose of its own funds, have 
union men the right to say what shall be done with the money they 
voluntarily contribute to their own union? That is the issue.

But even more than this is involved, as Kelly Postal’s life record 
in the labor movement indicates. Postal has been a militant trade 
unionist for more than thirty years. After serving with a machine 
gun company in the front lines throughout the last war, he worked 
as a coal miner, railroad worker and a skilled crane operator. As 
a member of the United Mine Workers, he fought in the histoi-ic 
Herrin .County Coal strikes of 1921-23.

Respected Leader
He joined the Qrganizing drive of the Minneapolis teamsters 

back in 1933, and became an outstanding, highly respected leader in 
the great strikes of the following year. His personal courage, his 
spirit of self-sacrifice, his integrity won him wide recognition, and 
he was elected Local 544 secretary-treasurer in 1938. To the union­
ists of the Northwest, Kelly Postal represents the best and most 
honest type to be found in the labor movement. His justly*deserved 
authority among union men constitutes a danger to the bosses and 
union bureaucrats. They determined that he, along with the other 
leading spirits of Local 544, had to be silenced by afiy means and 
at all costs.

The fight to free Kelly Postal must go on with greater vigor and 
determination than ever before. His victimization, along with that 
of the 18 imprisoned under the Smith “Gag” Act, is integrally linked 
with the whole anti-labor drive pressing down upon the American 
working class today. The voice of American labor, of all progressive, 
liberal forces, must din persistently into the ears of the capitalist 
jailers: “FREE K ELLY POSTAL!”

CIO Unionists At Weirton Steel 
Face Company Reign Of Terror

Canadian 
News L e tte r

Mackenzie King’s new straight- • 
jacket for labor, the “National 
Labor Relations Order,” is being 
tried on for size, and despite the 
anxiety of both the trade union 
and'CCF leaders to find a basis 
of agreement with Mr. King, they 
have been compelled to complain 
that the pants are too long.

The CCF leaders were over 
hasty in their attempt to find 
something, good to say about the 
anti-labor Order. The first week 
they rushed into print in the New 
Commonwealth with a “qualified 
approval.” In their next issue they 
were compelled to make a retrac­
tion. The fact is that the trade 
union membership of the CCF 
quickly showed the lawyers and 
professors at head office that 
they would stand no nonsense. In 
the Ontario legislature, the CCF 
was likewise compelled to take a 
strong stand against the order.

r- * *
But why just in the Ontario 

House? The order did not 
originate in Ontario. I t  originated 
with the Federal House. But the 
CCF leaders there seem to be too 
busy to bother about such trifles 
as the^ Labor Relations Order. 
However, judging by the force of 
the union attack, it is safe to 
predict that the CCF leadership 
will be forced into a more active 
role in the fight.

I t  was the Auto Workers Union 
which spearheaded the fight in 
the Ontario House. Arthur W il­
liams, CCF provincial member 
quoted from a telegram by 
George Bqrt, regional UAW-CIO  
director:

“The Federal Code does not 
make bargaining compulsory. 
Does not compel employers to 
recognize trade unions. Does not 
make company-sponsored unions 
illegal. Does not require a com­
pany to.bargain in good faith. 
Does not protect employes’ right 
to organize. Does not protect the 
position of collective bargaining 
agencies already certified. The 
old conciliation boards which 
have proven failures are in­
cluded.”

£ * *

. Williams pointed out in his 
speech that ajl penalties are 
upon the employes, including fines 
for individual workers, trade 
unions and union officials. The 
sections referring to obligations 
of employers leaves them op­
tional, not compulsory.

Naturally, the Conservatives at 
the head of the Ontario Govern­
ment did not find it too difficult 
te adopt this anti-labor code 
drawn up by the Liberals at 
Ottawa. They could not have done 
better themselves. But then, 
Mackenzie King, father of the 
Company Union, isf an expert in 
the “art” of strangling unions.

However, Mr. King and his col­
laborators are in for a bitter 
surprise if they think that or­
ganized labor is going to take 
this lying down. True, under 
Stalinist influence, the AFL  
leadership did no more than 
submit a mildly reproachful brief 
on the Order. But the CIO unions 
are in a fighting mood. They know 
that the Order is aimed directly 
at throttling their expansion,' 
which has been proceeding at an 
accelerated pace particularly in 
Quebec, stronghold of the Liberal 
Party.

Militants in the CCF are plan­
ning to force this issue to the top 
of every local agenda, to demand 
the co-ordination of CCF club and 
union activity in the fight against 
this vicious piece of legislation. 
The issue can be fought provin- 
cially as well as federally. King’s 
straightjacket for labor can be 
torn to shreds by the combined 
attack of party and the unions.

* * *

Today, in Canada, the Liberal 
government is losing support, 
literally left and right. To the 
left are moving both French- 
speaking and, English-speaking 
workers and farmers and many of 
the lower middle class. To the 

. right are moving the big interests 
who are finding that the Liberal 
Party is no longer able to pull 
the wool over the eyes of the 
French workers and farmers, no 
longer able to play the old 
“middle-of-the-road” game be­
tween conciliation and coercion.

The CCF is becoming a mass 
movement. Into the party are 
pouring workers tempered in the 
fire of strike combat with the 
bosses and with the government. 
These militants must be aided in 
developing an alternative leader­
ship to the mealy - mouthed 
Christian Socialists now at the 
helm. Over and over again the 
Cold wells, the Joliffes and. the 
Winches have proven their in­
capacity for serious socialist 
leadership. Their repeated failures 
are not lost upon the membership.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

M A R C H  2 4 , 1 9 3 4

Detroit —  The auto workers were preparing to strike for their 
wage demands. The Militant predicted: “The impending class bat­
tles will mark an important step on the road to the class awaken-

Down in Weirton, W. Va., 
where the open shop Weirton 
Steel Company is coining m il­
lions out of ju icy government 
war contracts to help "make the 
workl safe for democracy,”  the 
company has declared open sea­
son on CIO organizers and 
union' men.

Last week, the company union 
minions of Ernest T. Weir, 
fuehrer of an industrial dictator­
ship that for eight years has suc­
cessfully fought CIO unionism 
with club, knife and gun, beat up 
three CIO Steelworkers Union 
organizers who tried to distribute 
union literature at the plant gdte.

A few weeks before, W eir’s 
“hatchet gang” of company union 
thugs beat up three other CIO 
organizers similarly engaged. In 
both instances, the sheriff and his 
armed deputies, who have been 
patrolling the plant day and night 
since the USWA-CIO re-initiated 
its open unionizing drive last 
January, suddenly disappeared 
from the scene—just before 
Weir’s goons made their assault.

N EW  CHAPTER
All this is just a new chapter 

added to an old story in this last 
major open shop stronghold of 
the steel industry. But, this new 
chapter has special significance 
because it foreshadows the 
methods and aims Big Business 
intends to reintroduce against all 
organized labor.

Down in Weir’s town, which is 
unincorporated and owned lock, 
stock and barrel by the company, 
they have a special department 
manufacturing riot sticks and

other dnti - union “persuaders.” 
Pown in W eir’s town, the com­
pany has fired 1,500 union work­
ers in the past three months. And 
what with the manpower “short­
age” and all, the Weirton office 
of the War Manpower Commis­
sion has still seen to it that equal 
replacements have been forth­
coming.

Down in Weir’s town, his 
sheriff, who admits having 120 
deputies on the company payroll, 
has forbidden assemblages, and 
ordered the union to giye two 
days’ notice before distributing 
leaflets outside the plant gates. 
The Weirton Independent Union, 
however, distributes its “indepen­
dent” literature inside the plant, 
contrary to company regulations.

ENSLAVED WORKERS
One day recently, 50 union 

steel workers went to Weirton 
from Youngstown to help their 
10,000 enslaved brothers fight for 
union freedom. These 50 workers 
understood that the open shop 
cancer anywhere in the industry 
is a malignant growth which can 
spread with deadly speed and vir­
ulence. Machine guns were posted 
around the company grounds to 
greet them. Armed uniformed 
thugs swarmed the streets.

A ll this goes on today in an 
American town. This goes on in 
a town where the company was 
ordered in 1941 by the National 
Labor Relations Board to cease 
and desist from fighting ùnionism 
by “assaulting and b sating” its 
employes. This goes on in the face 
of a decree issued last fall by the 
Third Federal Circuit Court of 
Appeals upholding the previous,

NLRB order. A ll Roosevelt’s gov­
ernment has done about it is to 
issue three weeks ago to the com­
pany an Army-Navy “E ” award.

What’s going on today, and for 
the past many years, in Weirton 
is the same thing the workers in 
Henry Ford’s kingdom one faced. 
But in one day a fighting mass 
picket line drove Ford’s army of 
goons back into their rat-holes 
and won a union-shop contract.

But that won’t happen down in 
W eir’s town if the present policy 
of the USWA national leaders 
continues. They’ve given a no­
strike pledge—and so all the aid 
and support Philp Murray and the 
other steel union leaders can give 
the hounded, sweated, beaten 
Weirton workers are cries and 
lamentations. These leaders can 
only run whining to their “Friend

of Labor” in Washingtpn, who is 
too busy trying to win the “war 
for democracy” by pushing the 
national slave labor draft, to 
bother about workers being 
beaten up and denied union rights 
a few score miles from the na­
tion’s capitol.

Evepy openshopper in the coun 
try  is applauding Ernest T. Weir. 
Every reactionary in Congress is 
casting admiring glances in his 
direction. He, in turn is em­
boldened by the anti-labor blitz 
that is pressing with greater and 
greater power at the heels of a 
retreating union leadership. And 
the WPB gives steel priorities to 
“industrial munitions,” for guns, 
tear gas shells and ejectors, leg- 
irons and hand-cuffs to supply 
police forces in industrial centers.
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ing of the American workers and consequently to their political or­
ganization?. . . A trade union movement dominated by the factory 
proletariat would be too wild a horse for Green and Co. to ride. . . 
The express determination of the automobile workers to strike for 
the enforcement of their demands signalizes a profound change in 
their attitude toward the NRA. . .

“The forces are lining up along the whole front for the greatest 
labor struggle since the post-war days.” Less than two years later, 
the. General Motors sit-down strike paralyzed American industry.

New York — Mass delegations of CWA workers from New York, 
Chicago, Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Philadelphia and Camden converged 
on Washington on Saturday, March 24, united in presenting their 
demands to Hopkins and Roosevelt. The Militant, in a front-page
article supported the plans of the “On To Washington” drive.

/
Feature Article —  Summarizing “One Year of Roosevelt’s New 

Deal,” The Militant described Roosevelt’s policy as “The technique 
of serving the exploiters and fooling the masses.” In a detailed study, 
it showed that his program was “motivated by the fear of decay 
and collapse of the capitalist system. . . to reinforce its basis, con­
solidate its most essential parts and strengthen its whole structure.”
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GPU Gunman Returns To Mexico
The recent radio report that 

David Alfaro Siqueiros had re­
turned to Mexico, a report 
which did not appear in the ca­
pitalist press here, has now been 
confirmed by the ■ Mexican dai­
ly, Excelsior. Siqueiros, named 
by Trotsky before his death as 
an agent of the GPU, organized 
the May 24, 1940 machine-gun 
assault upon Trotsky’s home 
and kidnapped Robert Sheldon 
Harte, one of Trotsky’s guards. 
Ila rte  was later found by the 
Mexican police in a shallow 
lime-filled grave, one bullet 
hole through the back of his 
head another through his tem­
ple.

In the police investigation of 
this murder and the attempt to 
assassinate Trotsky and his wife 
Natalia, Siqueiros was proved to 
have been the organizer. Later he 
was apprehended. He attempted to 
defend himself by claiming that 
the attack was a “justifiable” 
political action. But when the in­
vestigation of Jacson, who sue 
ceeded on August 20 of the same 
year in driving a pick-axe into 
Trotsky’s brain, drew close to 
Siqueiros as the organizer back 
of Jacson, his escape was arrang­
ed and he fled to Chile and later 
to Cuba.

JUMPED BAIL
The fact that he is now able to 

return to Mexico despite the fact 
that he jumped bail and wander 
with immunity from the police 
through the streets of the capital, 
is another proof that Stalin’s 
murder machine, the GPU is still 
very much alive. Just as it has 
succeeded in providing Jacson 
with funds and in putting up an 
active legal defense for him in 
Mexican courts, so in the case of 
Siqueiros it is able to demonstrate 
its ability to take care of its 
assassins.

Why did the GPU bring 
Siqueiros back to Mexico'! Ex­
celsior hints that he became in­
volved in the murder of a Cuban 
woman and that possibly the 
Cuban authorities were preparing 
to take action against him. A 
more plausible motive however 
may be deduced from the fact 
that Oumansky was designated by 
Stalin as Soviet Ambassador to 
Mexico upon Mexico’s recognition 
of the Soviet Union.

Oumansky was designated by 
Trotsky before his death as an 
old GPU agent. Trotsky charged 
that Oumansky, then Ambassador 
to Washington, had been sent for 
no other reason, since he is by no 
means a professional diplomat, 
than to organize the assassina­
tion of Trotsky. When Krivitsky 
was murdered, The Militant 
demanded that the Washington 
police ask Oumansky what he 
knew of the affair. The Wash­
ington police however, hastily 
dropped the case.

Did Stalin send Oumansky to ^  
Mexico City to organize from 
that center GPU activities in the 
Western Hemisphere? Is Ouman­
sky preparing a new series of 
murders of working class leaders 
who are in opposition to the 
Stalin regime or to Stalin’s capi­
talist allies? The appearance of 
the GPU assassin Siqueiros in 
Mexico City is an ominous sign.

We are reprinting sections of 
the articles on Siqueiros which 
appeared on March 1, 3 and 4 
in Excelsior, Mexico City daily 
newspaper.

MEXICO CITY, March 1. — 
David Alfaro Siqueiros, artist of 
reputation, globe - trotter, and 
renowned fugitive from justice, 
has for some hours been quietly 
walking through the streets of 
Mexico City.

The method by whicji Siqueiros 
re-entered the country—coming 
from Cuba and accompanied by 
his wife, Angelica Arenal—is one 
of those things which would seem 
destined to remain a profound 
mystery.

We were remembering the 
promise which the artist himself 
had made to the Attorney Gen­
eral not to go out of the country 
until he had explained away his 
responsibility in the assassination 
of Leon Trotsky;—remembering 
too that the rumors surrounding 
the bloody tragedy in which the 
Bolshevik leader lost his life, had 
involved Siqueiros; and that when 
he saw himself implicated, he 
went flying off to Cential 
America. And-then, a few minutes 
before one o’clock, on a bus on 
the Lomas de Chapultepec line, 
we ran into this “most discussed 
man of the hemisphere.”

OUR SURPRISE
Our surprise took us in one 

jump to the seat which Siqueiros 
was occupying on the bus. A 
large dark green hat—one of 
those which has always accen­
tuated the natural sloppiness of 
his clothes— almost covered his 
eyes. Our greeting turned quick­
ly into a questioning, which Si­
queiros evaded with an evident 
nervousness that reflected itself 
in his face.

“What’s going on, David, how 
long have you been around?”

“Well, you know . . . not 
long. . .”

The vagueness of his answer 
shoAed also in the look which the 
genial painter’s wife gave us as 
a reproach for our insistence. It 
was she who, without giving us 
a chance to say more, raised her 
hand and pulled the bell-cord to 
ston the bus.

The two of them got off almost 
at a run. We continued to follow 
the illustrious pair for a very 
short distance, when they disap­
peared into an office building on 
Avenida Juares.

Siqueiros even turned back to 
face us; but he did not listen to 
what we were saying, and kept a 
stony silence which prevented us 
from getting anything more out 
of him. But at least Excelsior is 
able today to report exclusively

(Reprinted from Excelsior) 

GPU G unm an S ique iros

the return of two people who 
have known well how to make a 
mockery of everyone.

MEXICO C ITY, March 3.— In 
order to come to Mexico, David 
Alfaro Siqueiros, communist 
artist and colonel in the Spanish 
Republican Army during the 
Civil War, certainly must have 
received assurances that no 
trouble would he made for him 
here, in spite of the order for his 
arrest which is still in force 
against, him. Otherwise he would 
not have had the audacity to 
break the solemn promise not to 
return here,—a promise which he 
is said to have made before he 
“escaped” from the country.

Since his arrival in this city 
seven or eight days ago he has 
been seen widely and has made no 
attempt whatsoever at conceal­
ment. It  is obvious from this that 
he “does not fear the police” and 
that he doesn’t care a hang about 
the charges that are still pending 
against him in the First Penal 
Court—charges of the crimes of 
attempted homicide, discharging 
of firearms, housebreaking, and 
property damage. . .

MEXICO CITY, March 4.— Be­
cause of the limited jurisdiction 
of the First Penal Court, and the 
attitude taken by the police—who 
now have to prepare themselves 
with the necessary papers before 
trying to arrest the fugitive

painter Siqueiros — everything 
seems to indicate that the 
illustrious “colonel” will not be 
touched and that the crimes for 
which he was tried will go un­
punished. . .

PUT O N .T R IA L
Siqueiros was put on trial for 

having participated, among other 
things, in the shooting in the 
house of Trotsky. In this attack 
one of the. guards in the house 
was kidnapped. He was later 
found assassinated.

The judge of the First Penal 
Court has already declared that 
his order of arrest against the 
artist and fugitive from justice, 
although never carried out, still 
remains in force, but that it is 
outside of his jurisdiction to see 
that it is put into effect.

For their part, the police have 
not tried to locate Siqueiros, nor 
to arrest him, as they would any 
fugitive criminal. They say that 
they must first get the necessary 
papers and that this is what they 
are doing—slowly.

Unofficially, however, it is said 
that Siqueiros returned to Mexico 
through the influence of a promi­
nent functionary— the same one 
who successfully arranged his 
escape which was such a mockery 
of the judicial authorities—and 
that no one will be able to touch 
him; “anything which would sqem 
to indicate to the contrary (it is 
said) is just a game to throw 
one off the scent.”

T ria l o f Vichy T ra ito r Exposes 
False Patriotism o f Capitalists

(Continued from page 1) I One can imagine, then, how 
| great was their perturbation when 

ist class attaches to the case. The | Pucheu, in his last word to the
tria l proceedings themselves ob­
viously caused not a little con­
sternation in the «ranks of the 
emigrant section of the French 
capitalists, who live for the day 
in which—it hopes—it will once 
again rule France in its own in­
terests. The consternation arose 
from the fact that the court-room 
happenings revealed openly to all 
the world what the French work­
ing-class had learned even before 
the Nazis overran France —  
namely, that the capitalist rulers 
will betray their country and col­
laborate with the enemy without 
the slightest hesitation when by 
so doing they serve their own 
class interests.

The French bourgeoisie were 
ready to betray working-class 
Paris to the Prussians in 1871. 
And when the French armies 
collapsed in 1941 they hesitated 
not a moment in collaborating 
with the Nazi conquerors against 
the interests of the vast majority 
of the French nation. The dissi­
dents who followed dc Gaulle 
were actuated by the same 
motives of self-interest, the only 
difference being that they, tak­
ing a longer perspective, pre­
ferred to tie their cause to that 
of the “democratic”' imperialists. 
In principle, there is no dif­
ference between the Vichy “col 
laborationists” and the de Gaullist 
“patriots.”

CONCEAL ID E N T IT Y
But the de Gaullists have every 

reason for desiring to conceal the 
essential identity of the two 
capitalist camps, to preserve the 
fiction that they are “tine

court, pointed an accusing- finger 
at the Prosecutor, Maj-Gen. Pierre 
Weiss, charging him with the 
same type of collaboration with 
the Nazis for which he (Pucheu) 
was being tried for his life. It  
was an “irony of destiny,” 
declared Pucheu with a char­
acteristic Gallic flourish, that at 
the very moment when he be­
came a minister in the Vichy 
regime, Weiss was advising 
aviators at Blida, Algeria, to 
follow Marshal Petain, and that 
just before the Allied landing 
Weiss “paraded with Darlan in 
Algiers.”

Pucheu was condemned to death 
for “collusion with the enemy.’' 
Yet he was able, without con 
tradiction from any source, to 
brand his prosecutor, one of the 
leading luminaries of the dc 
Gaullist faction, with a similar 
charge.

CONDUCT IN E PT
No wonder the do. Gaullists, as 

reported by the New York Times 
from Algiers on March 11, 
“declared the conduct of the case 
by the prosecution had been 
inept.” I t  revealed more than was 
intended or desired. Little wonder, 
also, as the same source reveals, 
that the French Committee of 
National Liberation has decided 
to hold no more treason trials 
until after tli,e “liberation” of 
France. Flandin, Boisson and 
Pcyrouton, also accused of col­
laboration with the Nazis, will 
not have their day in court for 
a long time to come.

De Gaulle and his capitalist 
“patriots” are meanwhile con-

of them expressed it to the New 
York Times correspondent: “I f  dc 
Gaulle should commute Pucheu’s 
sentence, dc Gaulle would never 
set foot in France, for he would 
be condemned by public opinion 
there.” And if, on the other hand, 
he decrees that Pucheu must die, 
what of the other traitorous 
“collaborators,” including those in 
de Gaulle’s own camp, not for­
getting Pucheu’s prosecutor. Maj. 
Gen. Pierre Weiss, and what of 
the capitalist class as a whole, 
which in France collaborates with 
Hitler?

Pucheu was condemned to death 
by the French underground move­
ment before he departed for North 
Africa in 1942. As Vichy’s minis­
ter of interior, he was responsible 
for the anti-Semitic laws that 
were adopted and for the vicious 
police measures taken against 
underground opponents of the 
Nazis. When things became too 
hot for him at home, he fled to 
North Afrioa, hoping to attach 
himself to that section of the 
French bourgeoisie which was 
collaborating with the “demo­
cratic” imperialists.

De Gaulle, no doubt, was ready 
to accept Pucheu into his clique 
as he has accepted many others 
with records just as black. But 
he could not ignore the demands 
of the French underground, for it 
is upon di“ Gaulle’s ability to 
maintain friendly relations with, 
and a measure of control over, 
the battling workers and peasants 
which that underground repre 
sents, that the future of the 
French ■ capitalist class now 
depends.

patriots” concerned only with I fronted with a fresh dilemma: 
France’s liberation, ' what to do. with Pucheu? As one

despoilers and oppressors. De 
Gaulle and company seek to con­
trol this movement, so that when, 
with its indispensable help, the 
.Nazis are driven from France, the 
French capitalists will be able to 
resume their position as rulers of 
society. I f  the masses break with 
dc Gaulle, they will blaze their 
own independent political trail 
with their own independent pro­
gram of the socialist revolution.

Thus the fundamental issue of 
French political life, the strug­
gle of social classes, was injected 
into the court proceedings at 
Algiers. With a keen sense of 
this issue, the New York Times 
correspondent declared that “the 
shadow of civil war hung over 
the court room and both sides 
(prosecution and defense) took 
cognizance of it.”

POLITICAL SENSE
With equally keen political 

sens.e, Pucheu himself alluded to 
the French Revolution in his final 
address to the court, declaring 
that “when a government begins 
a massacre of Girondists, it 
moves inexorably toward a Ther- 
midor.” He. appealed to the court 
“not to open the way for passions 
and civil war.”

Pucheu’s simile was not very 
apt, because there exists not the 
slightest resemblance between 
treacherous capitalist politicians 
of his stamp and the Girondists 
of revolutionary France. Never­
theless. the meaning of his court 
room appeal is entirely clear. 
Pucheu was calling upon his class 
— the bourgeoisie— to close ranks 
against the vast popular move­
ment of underground France, a 
movement which holds the promise 
of France’s socialist future and 
the threat of utter destruction of 
the bourgeoisie and the hateful 
system of capitalism.

HEROIC STRUGGLE
The French workers and pea­

sants are carrying on a heroic 
struggle against the N a z i

War Refugee Board 
Perpetrates Hoax 
On Nazi Victims

B y D an  S he lton
The War Refugee Board, created 

by President Roosevelt to pre­
sumably. facilitate the rescue of 
the Jews of Europe and other 
Nazi victims, is entirely without 
funds. This was revealed last 
week by Mr. John Pehle, directo' 
of the board, when he stated 
that his agency had no money, 
definitely did not expect govern­
ment grants for its work and 
was undecided whether to request 
an appropriation from Congress.

Established in January 1944, 
the W ar Refugee Board was sup­
posed to be an expression of “the 
policy of this Government to 
rescue the victims of enemy op­
pression who are in immediate 
danger of death and otherwise to 
afford such victims all possible 
relief and assistance consistent 
with the successful prosecution of 
the war.” The rescue and relief 
of H itler’s victims in Europe was 
to be carried on “with all possible 
speed.” The U. S. policy was sup­
posed to be one of giving relief 
to those who had escaped Europe 
and also to participate in assist­
ing such escapes.
NO FUNDS

Mr. Pehle’s statement represents 
a brazen repudiation of the sup­
posed aims of the W ar Refugee 
Board. The Government will grant 
no funds but is rather “inclined 
to ask private agencies engaged 
in- relief to furnish the funds for 
rescue work.” Thus private charity 
is confronted with the impossible 
task of raising the several hun­
dred millions of dollars that are 
required. Furthermore, the board 
will “not be directly engaged” in 
rescuing victims from H itler’s 
Europe but will only assist private 
organizations in this work.

The real purpose of the War 
Refugee Board is thus revealed 
to be not the rescue of H itler’s 
victims in Europe, but appease­
ment of aroused public opinion in 
the U. S. The W ar Refugee Board 
is a sop thrown to restless Ameri­
can Jewry and disturbed American 
progressives who find it difficult 
to reconcile the administration’s 
highsounding declarations on the 
"Four Freedoms” with their 
failure to be “humanitarian” in 
practice. The barbarous extermi­
nation of European Jewry by 
shooting, lethal gas and starva­
tion is now reaching its final 
stage. Three million human be­
ings have been wiped out in cold 
blood while the Roosevelt govern­
ment has stood by and offered 
tears, sympathy and alibis.
B ITTER  D ISAPPOINTM ENT •

The childish enthusiasm evoked 
by the establishment of the War 
Refugee Board amongst the re­
actionary Jewish leaders has now' 
been converted to bitter disap­
pointment.

Their previous day dreams and 
hopes that “with the resources 
and the means of the W ar De­
partment, S t a t e  Department, 
T r e a s u r y ,  intergovernmental 
agencies, United Nations govern­
ments . . .  we now' may look for­
ward to a definite program of 
rescue” (Congress Weekly, Feb. 
4, 1944) have now vanished. Once 
more the Jews have been taught 
an object lesson on the thoroughly 
reactionary character of Anglo- 
American imperialism.

The reactionary policy of the 
W ar Refugee Board is not a 
sudden negation of the govern­
ment’s previous attitude towards 
the refugee problem. I t  is a con­
firmation of it. The fact that the 
W ar Refugee Board, two months 
after its establishment to help 
Hitler’s victims “with all possible 
speed” is entirely without funds, 
is no accident. The betrayal of 
the refugees on the part of the 
capitalist ' ‘democracies” has been 
going on since the 1939 Evian 
World Conference. The only result 
of this “conference” was the 
creation of an Inter-governmental 
Committee, which, in turn, met, 
considered and failed to arrive at 
even a single decision. This was 
followed by the Bermuda con 
ference on Refugees which did 
nothing more than “explore” the 
situation. Concurrent with these 
operetta-style conferences, the 
U. S. has applied its visa regula­
tions so stringently that even the 
small immigration quotas were 
only partly filled. Now we have 
the War Refugee Board which is 
to save the lives of hundreds of 
thousands in immediate danger of 
death— without funds.
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Union-Busting Campaign 
Rousing Workers' Anger
.The rising anger of labor to 

the union-busting campaign of 
the government is illustrated by 
the significant article reprinted 
here from the Midwest Labor 
World, organ of the Warehouse, 
Wholesale, Retail and Food Pro­
duction Workers of Missouri, 
CIO. I f  the article is any indica­
tion, significant sections of the 
labor movement are getting wise 
to the fact that the Rooseve't 
government is nothing but an 
agency for the Wall Street mas­
ters of America.

Under the title “So! Govern­
ment Can Act Tough When It  
Wants To!” the labor paper dec­
lares: “Every newspaper brings 
additional evidence of the kicking 
around that organized labor is 
getting. . .

"At Kansas City, employes of 
the Corn Product Company, now 
chartered as Local 1216, United 
Retail, Wholesale, and Depart­
ment Store Employes, CIO, won 
a Labor Board election a year 
ago. Their union is the certified 
bargaining agent,' but the com­
pany, controlled by Standard Oil 
Co., refused to meet the bargain­
ing committee. Last week the 
workers were out on a 5-day 
strike.
ANTI-LABO R ACTIONS

"The War Labor Board ordered 
the men back to work, but it has 
yet to order the company genuine­
ly to bargain.

“The Office of Price Adminis­
tration sent out letter to strikers 
demanding return of their ‘B’ 
and ‘C’ cards.

“Governor Donnell, that great 
friend of labor’ was preparing to 
call out the militia. The sheriff 
was there Johnny-on-the-spot, to 
enforce an injunction issued by a 
Johnny-on-tlie-spot judge.

“We haven’t yet heard, but we 
presume the draft boards were 
preparing to put strikers into the 
Army as a ‘penalty’. I t  hafe been 
done before.

“All the powers of the state 
and national Administrations 
were directed against labor.

"The company was defying the 
law — not the union. The strike 
was the union’s only recourse. The 
government closed all other ave­
nues.

"But did the War Labor Board 
get tough with the law-defying 
company? i t  did not.

"Were the threats of Governor 
Donnell’s guns turned toward the 
law-defying company? They were 
not.

TH E  W HOLE PACK
"As for the action of the OPA, 

that's a new one. This spine 
less, bootlicking bureau, that 
whimpers around the feet of Big 
Business, which crawled on the 
vital issue of grade labeling, was 
set up to protect the market 
basket, of the American public. 
But if it  were rightly named, H 
would be called the Office of Pro­
fit Assurance. The bureaucrats 
of this bootlicking outfit, who 
start their bellycrawliug when 
chiseling business men even 
glance their way, suddenly, gets 
very tough when it  comes to 
helping a law-defying company in 
a labor dispute. Their anxiety to 
be helpful reveals both their guilt 
and their venom against the peo­
ple’ they were hired to protect. 
Incidentally, aren't there supposed 
to be labor members on this 
board ? I f  so, where were they ?

“The company succeeds in de­
fiance of the law. Labor gets fed 
up, and walks out for a few' days. 
Then the whole pack starts in

New Issue Of F. I. Features 
Article On Japan’s Economy

Continuing its presentation of 
sections of James P. Cannon’s 
book on The History of American 
Trotskyism, (scheduled for pub­
lication by Pioneer Press in the 
spring) the March issue of Fourth 
International publishes another 
chapter entitled: “The Dog Days 
of the Left Opposition.” The 
author characterizes the period 
covered in this chapter as “the 
hardest days of a ll” in the thirty  
years of his participation in the 
revolutionary labor movement. I t  
was during the “Dog Days” that 
the American Trotskyist move­
ment, with the aid of Trotsky 
then in exile, hammered out its 
basic political line and perserved 
in the face of enormous material 
difficulties.

The second section of the ex­
cellent study of Japan by Li Fu- 
Jen maintains the same high 
standard which brought such 
favorable comments from Fourth 
International readers who read 
the first section in the February 
issue. “Japan Faces the Abyss” 
analyzes the conditions prevail­
ing in large scale industry and 
agriculture in Japan. The article 
is required reading for all those 
interested in the social, economic 
and political questions of the 
Japanese empire.

Life in Great Britain has been

profoundly affected by the war 
and its consequent social up­
heaval. “British Women in In ­
dustry” surveys the role of women 
in the British war economy and 
its changing effect upon the 
status of women in England.

The second installment of 
Trotsky’s work on “M ilitary  
Doctrine or Pseudo-Military Doc- 
tinairism” will be greeted with 
enthusiasm by all readers of the 
Fourh International. I t  is a com­
prehensive treatment of the tech­
nical, strategical and political 
aspects of the question based 
upon the experience of the Red 
Army.

The editors analyze in the 
Notes of the Month the recent 
action of the Kremlin in creating 
“16 autonomous Soviet republics.”

A book review dealing with 
the attitude of the workers, in 
German prison camps by J. B. 
Stuart and the presentation of 
some interesting data on the 
identity of tlie Stalinist partisan 
leader, Marshall Tito, completes 
the March issue of Fourth In ­
ternational.

Single copies of “Fourth In ­
ternational” sell for 20 cents; 
yearly subscription, $2. Order 
from Business Manager, 116 
University Place, New York 3, 
N. Y.

full cry to ‘defend the company’. 
The whole pack —  W ar Labor 
Board, OPA, the sheriff, the 
state administration, and prob­
ably the Selective Service Sys­
tem, if  the facts be known.”

Stalin Endorses 
Badoglio Clique

(Continued from page 1)

rial aid for the Italian masses in 
their great battle against reaction 
and would seek to mobilize the 
international working class for 
similar solidarity.

The Stalin government, on the 
contrary, solidarizes itself with 
the rotten junta which the Italian  
masses are trying desperately to 
overthrow. Here we see the 
distance the Stalin regime has 
traveled away from Bolshevism, 
the extent to which it has be­
come the helper and partner of 
capitalist reaction.

Stalin’s recognition of the 
Badoglio regime signifies more 
than just a lighthearted disregard 
of the feelings and interests of 
the workers. I t  reveals, on the 
scale of the Italian events, the 
counter-revolutionary role which 
Stalinism intends to play in the 
coming European revolution, in 
which the Italian upheaval repre­
sents the first act.

SOVIET BUREAUCRACY
The Soviet bureaucracy, with 

Stalin at its head, has as good 
a reason to fear the coming 
storms of the proletarian revolu­
tion as the imperialists. For the 
imperialists, t h e  proletarian 
revolution means the death of 
capitalism. For the Soviet bureau­
cracy it  means the end of their 
dictatorial rule and the revival of 
Soviet democracy. Safety for the 
Soviet bureaucracy lies in con­
fusing and disorienting the work­
ers, betraying their rriovement to 
the class enemy, stabbing them 
in the back whenever they make 
a move in the direction of the 
socialist revolution.

The cynical and well-calculated 
betrayal of the struggle of the 
Italian workers w ill undoubtedly 
open the eyes of the advance 
guard to the real role of Stalin­
ism in the labor movement. The 
Stalinists now comes forth openly 
as strike-breakers and agents of 
the bourgeois counter-revolution.

H EA LTH Y  SIGN
That their role is already begin­

ning to be understood is indicated 
by a recent split in the Com­
munist Party at Naples, first 
reported by the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune correspondent, Homer 
Bigart and since confirmed. A  
large section of the party broke 
away and constituted an indepen­
dent organization free of any ties 
with Moscow'.

This is a healthy sign. The r ift  
in the ranks of the Communist 
parties everywhere will widen and 
deepen as more and more revolu­
tionary militants come to under­
stand the character and the role 
of Stalinism. The workers can 
march forward to socialist vic­
tory only if  they mercilessly root 
out of their ranks this gangrenous 
poison.

POST OFFICE CENSORSHIP OF 
‘MILITANT’ IS DISCONTINUED

(Continued from page 1)

fight to halt Post Office censor­
ship and suppression has been 
W’on. ,

The government’s move to sup­
press The Militant, the weekly 
organ of Trotskyism in America, 
has been part of the Roosevelt 
administration’s frameup drive to 
silence the voice of revolutionary 
socialism through the imprison­
ment of the 18 Minneapolis Labor 
Case victims and Kelly Postal.

Following the seizure and 
destruction of several issues of 
The Militant, Postmaster General 
Walker in January 1943 ordered 
a hearing before his own hand- 
picked board of three for The 
Militant editors to “show cause” 
why its second-class mailing 
privileges should -not be with­
drawn.

B IDDLE’S ROLE
This action had been preceded 

by a directing letter to Walker 
from Attorney General Biddle, 
who had organized the Min­
neapolis prosecutions, in which 
“as part of the joint, cooperation 
which has existed betw'een your 
Department and this Department, 
(of Justicp)” Biddle proposed 
“that you may wish to consider 
the issuance of an order to show 
cause why The M ilitant should 
not be denied second-class mailing 
privileges,” and offering “com­
plete cooperation in any action 
you may deem advisable.”

A t the farcical hearing, where 
the Postal authorities acted as 
plaintiffs, prosecutors, judges and 
jury, the Post Office attorneys in­
troduced as “evidence” scores of 
excerpts from The Militant. These 
included condemnations of the 
Darlan deal and Roosevelt’s 
friendly dealings with Fascist 
governments, exposure of Army 
and Navy Jim Crow practices, Big 
Business war profiteering, anti­
labor legislation, etc. The Post 
Office attorney flatly stated: “We 
are not concerned here with ques­
tions of truth or falsity. I t  does 
not make any difference if every­
thing The M ilitant said is tine.”

On March 3, 1943, an order was 
issued depriving The M ilitant of 
second-class mailing rights.

PROTEST CAMPAIGN
An extensive protest campaign 

began against this attack on the 
free press. The Militant made 
plans to institute court action for 
restoration of its rights. Even 
leading capitalist newspapers 
and magazines, like the N. Y. 
Times and Collier’s, condemned 
the action.

Last July The M ilitant was re­
quested to refrain from.court ac­
tion and reapply for its second- 
class rights. This was done. Fol­
lowing a further delay of eight 
months, the Solicitor of the Post 
Office Department on March 7 
finally approved the restoration 
of these mailing rights.
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Negro S truggle
-B y Charles Jackson-

Robert M inor ‘Explains’ Why 
Stalinists Support Wall St.

The Housing Problem
There is growing resentment 

among Negro workers in the 
Detroit area against the federal 
government’s continued policy of 
discrimination in the occupancy 
of public housing projects. On 
February 28, 1944 the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People filed a suit 
against the Federal Public Hous­
ing Authority in the U. S. Dis­
trict Court on behalf of Howard 
Flowers, a homeless Negro war 
worker. The action wovild “re­
strain the F P IIA  from denying 
applicants solely on the basis of 
race or color’’ as had occurred in 
the case of Flowers at the all- 
white Willow Run housing pro­
ject.

According to a memorandum 
signed by Sherwood L. Reeder, 
FPHA director, this project was 
reputedly constructed for the 
purpose of “accomodating war 
workers who now live in’ sub­
standard housing.” Although the 
NAACP lawyers could find no 
written directive of segregation in 
the FPH A  set-up, ' yet such a 
policy has been rigidly followed 
in the occupancy of all such pro­
jects in the Detroit area.

The paradoxical consequences 
of this government-sanctioned 
policy in Detroit can best be keen 
when we realize that there are 
many new “white” housing units 
now standing empty because the 
demand was over estimated, while 
at the same time there are 
thousands of Negro war workers 
whose families have no adequate 
quarters in which to live.

NAACP STATEM ENT
Attorney Thurgood Marshall, 

chief counsel for the NAACP  
stated: “As matters now stand in 
the Detroit area there ore some 
800 vacant family units in the 
Willow Run projects for which 
you have been unable to find any 
white applicants despite the 
lowering of the requirements for 
leasing. Recent surveys show that 
there are no white families in the 
Detroit area who are not properly 
housed or who are eligible for 
the Willow Run projects. There 
are at least 11,000 Negro families 
with an estimated 40,000 to 50,000. 
Negroes who are inadequately 
housed living in store fronts, 
basements, and all other types of 
unsanitary lodgings. These Negro 
war workers . . . paying taxes, 
part of which taxes were used to 
build the Willow Run projects, 
are denied admission to these 
vacant family units solely be­
cause of their race or color.”

In fact, it was revealed in the 
Detroit Free Press weeks ago 
that there are altogether 3,500 
empty units and apartments now 
vacant in the metropolitan area 
because there are no (white) ap­
plicants.

Carleton F. Sharpe, regional 
director of FPHA has admonished 
the NAACP that it  is “unwise” 
to proceed with a test case “at 
this time.” He suggests that the 
organization direct its attention

to “correcting the local pattern 
thru education and persuasion.” 
According to the NAACP com­
munication, however, such tactics 
have been carried out “for years.” 
Furthermore, Mr. Flowers and 
thousands like him have been 
without adequate housing facili­
ties over a year while “by letter, 
telegram'and personal conference” 
fruitless attempts have been made 
to persuade the FPHA to abandon 
its “unlawful, undemocratic and 
unreasonable policy of segrega­
tion.” .

Representatives of the reac­
tionary Detroit city government, 
however, have made two proposals 
that are a bit more “practical” 
than the age-old wheeze of “cor­
recting the pattern by education 
and persuasion.” First, they have 
suggested that the state withhold 
tax-delinquent l#nd north of the 
city adjacent to a “non-con- 
troversial,” (a ll-N eg ro ) area 
for “future construction” of ad­
ditional jim-crow units. Second­
ly, they have pointed to the 
feasability (no joke) of dismantl­
ing the empty units, moving them 
to outlying all-Negro districts 
and reconstructing them over ‘on 
the other side of the tracks’ 
where Negro occupancy would be 
acceptable.

We know that if Negro war 
workers are to efficiently produce 
the weapons of destruction they 
must have adequate housing. They 
must get their physical rest as 
well as retain peace of mind as 
to the welfare of their families;. 
We know there must be proper 
sanitary facilities to hold down 
infectious diseases. We.know that 
3,500 modern family units with 
such facilities are today standing 
empty and unused and have stood 
in such condition for many 
months. We know that 11,000 
Negro war workers in the Detroit 
area are denied the privilege of 
living in these housing units 
simply because of the color of 
their skins—and remember, all 
this in spite of the fact that any­
thing which interferes with “the 
war effort” must, we are told, be 
pushed aside.

JIM  CROW -
This case, however, hammers 

home the fact that the govern­
ment acts on the policy that any­
thing that interferes with the 
policy of Jim Crow must be 
pushed aside.

The advance from methods of 
protest and persuasion into the 
field of legal action as initiated 
by the NAACP in tile suit of this 
homeless war worker represents 
a definite step forward. Even 
though such action, by' itself, is 
insufficient to change the federal 
policy, it will help expose the 
characteristically reactionary con­
duct of agencies operating under 
a government that is controlled 
by— and will inevitably protect— 
the interests of big business as 
opposed to the interests of the 
working class.

B y R a lp h  G raham
During the past several weeks, in the columns of the Daily  

Worker. Robert M inor lias essayed the d ifficult task of dissolv­
ing doubts, bewilderment and misgivings of Communist Party 
members over the new party line announced by Earl Browder 
in his Madison Square Garden speech of Jan. 10 — a line which 
spells the formal abandonment of the last pretense of a struggle 
for socialism and an open unabashed policy of collaboration with 
the capitalists for the preservation of the capitalist system.
, M inor’s job has been to make®

palatable to the Stalinist rank tionary policies of Roosevelt and 
and file a " p il l”  which, accord- Churchill, the Darlan Deal, the

, vi-i / - - i i  • «r..  i Badoglio deal, the imperialmg to Mike Gold, is lit only ,, , yn J scramble for oil etc.
for a horse.

P IO N EER P AR AG R A P H S

MANKIND CAN PROGRESS ONLY 
THROUGH NEW SOCIAL SYSTEM

Throughout history there have 
been men who dreamed of chang­
ing society. They saw the pover­
ty, the oppression, the persecu­
tion and hatred that prevailed in 
the world and concluded that the 
only way by which these evils 
could be abolished was to have 
men accept the right kind of be­
liefs. The prophets of old, Christ, 
the . philosophers of the Middle 
Ages thought they could change 
society by teaching men to be 
good. I f  only people actually 
practised the commandments!

Then came Karl Marx who pre­
sented the startling proposition 
that to change man, you must 
change the social system. It .  is 
impossible to have a society 
where love between human beings 
prevails, unless you have a society 
where the struggle for economic 
existence is done away with. Un­
der the pi-esent social system, 
mean, petty and violent struggles 
prevail in all classes. Way up on 
top there are struggles for colo­
nies and spheres of influence; 
then there- are struggles in the 

• form of bitter competition be­
tween business men; there are 
struggles between w o r k e r s .  
Everywhere in society struggle
prevails.

There are some people who 
claim that the human being is 
essentially bad and no attempt 
to change his nature can succeed. 
But when one considers that in 
spite of the meanness and vio­
lence that prevail in society, there 
are millions of. decent human be­
ings, one must come to the con­
clusion that the human being is 
essentially good.

Marx concluded that before 
man can develop to a point where 
the relationship between one hu­
man being and another will be 
on a decent basis, society will 
have to be altered. Under the 
present social system all moral 
codes and all ethical concepts are 
accepted, by and large, only in 
words. People believe in religion, 
believe in the Fatherhood of God 
and the Brotherhood of Man and 
yet they kill one another by the 
millions.

Marx formulated the following 
proposition: that the ideas, the 
philosophies, the religions and the 
morals of a certain epoch are de­
termined fundamentally by the 
prevailing social system; change 
the social system and the ethical 
codes and philosophies will also 
change.

(From “ In Defense of Social­
ism,” by Albert Goldman, pages 
30-31; Pioneer Publishers, 1942; 
95 pages, 10c. Order from Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N. Y.)

That Minor was given this job, 
and has already spewed forth 
many columns of writing on the 
subject, is evidence of the unrest 
which the new party line has 
stirred in the Stalinist ranks. The 
members duly, swallowed all the 
previously dispensed bitter pills 
of party policy because these were 
sugar-coated by Browder and Co. 
and depicted as serving the best 
interests of the American work­
ing class and the Soviet Union.

STA LIN IST P ILL
The latest Stalinist pill is of a 

type which resists sugar-coating 
and Minor’s attempts! to make it 
palatable can evoke nothing but 
contempt among honest, class­
conscious workers. His answers 
to questions regarding the new 
party line have ranged all the 
way from outright falsehood to 
a murky compound of casuistry, 
evasion and half-truth.

It  was one thing to persuade 
the ranks of the Communist Party 
that Stalin’s pact with Hitler 
served the interests of the Soviet 
Union, and thereby also, the in­
terests of the American working 
class. But it is more difficult’ to 
ask them to abandon the class 
struggle, relinquish the fight for 
socialism, make peace with the 
capitalist exploiters and imperial­
ist war-mongers, and to regard 
this shameless desertion of the 
socialist program as being in any 
way consistent with Marxism......

M INOR ANSWERS
In the Feb. 18 issue of the 

Daily Worker, Minor undertakes 
to answer a 16-year-old high 
school boy, Arthur D., who said 
he was “puzzled and a little 
disgusted” by recent happenings 
in the party. Arthun, it seems, 
found it difficult to swallow the 
dissolution of the Young C6rq-| 
munist League, the abandonment 
of the “Internationale” as. the 
Soviet anthem, and now the dis­
solution of the Communist Party 
in connection with the openly 
avowed program of collaboration 
with the American monopolists.

“Probably,” he wrote, “some 
ultra - patriotic name will be 
adopted, thus forgetting all ideals 
concerning socialism, interna­
tionalism and class conscious­
ness. . . Please answer this letter 
not by saying, ‘C’est le guerre’.”

Minor sails into his youthful 
interrogator with a series of 
questions: “And why the expres­
sion ‘ultra-patriotic?’ Are you 
really under the impression that 
Marxism - Leninism rejects pa­
triotism? And in ’this war? What 
Trotzkyite has been lying to you, 
Arthur? Whoever told you that 
patriotism in a real sense is a 
violation of ‘ideals concerning 
socialism, internationalism and 
class-consciousness’ is either very 
much confused or else deliberately 
espousing the cause of the worst 
enemies of mankind.”

The Stalinist hack then refers 
to Lenin's distinction between 
just and unjust wars, progressive 
wars and reactionary wars. The 
present war, you see, is a 
progressive' war as far as the 
“United Nations” are concerned 
because it is being fought for 
“democracy” in alliance with the 
Soviet Union.

UTTER DISHONESTY
With that contemptible dishon­

esty which characterizes the pun­
dits of Stalinism, Mihor refrains 
from telling Arthur D. that in 
Lenin’s view, confirmed over and 
over again by events, no imperial­
ist power is capable of conducting 
a progressive war, for the very 
simple reason that imperialism 
everywhere is reactionary. The 
imperialists fight and can fight 
only for imperialist aims. And 
imperialist aims are reactionary 
in their very essence because the 
imperialists themselves are a 
reactionary class with reactionary 
interests. This is confirmed in 
practice today by the ultra-feac-
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Lenin castigated the leaders of 
the Social Democracy for aban­
doning the struggle for socialism 
upon the outbreak of- the first 
World War, and joining with the 
capitalists of their respective 
countries in “defense of the 
fatherland.” Lenin pointed out 
again and again that this meant 
only selling out to the capitalists 
and a complete betrayal of social­
ism. Lenin had a word which 
defecribed the leaders of the 
Social-Democracy : “ Scoundrels.” 
The same description fits the 
Stalinist betrayers of today.

Another questioner wanted to 
know: “How does Browdef’s class 
collaboration differ from Kaut- 
sky’s which Lenin denounced so

formidably?” Minor answers this 
one by saying that whereas 
Kautsky “deserted the cause of 
the workers of Germany and the 
cause of internationalism and 
Marxism, taking a position which, 
with certain equivocations, was 
in substance a support of the 
German Kaiser’s government in 
the war of 1914-18,” Browder is 
supporting a “people’s war” 
which is “in the interest of the 
porkers and the labor movement, 
as it is in the interest of all 
progressive mankind.”

BfeOWDER’S ATTORNEY
Browder’s attorney naturally 

makes no attempt to explain how 
Britain and the United States, 
leading*States in the “United Na­
tions” war coalition, have sud­
denly acquired a “progressive” 
role in the present war against 
imperialist Germany and im­
perialist Japan, whereas their

role in the last war was im­
perialist and reactionary.

He docs not try to explain how 
imperialist Britain, which holds 
400 million Indians in colonial 
slavery and which, through its 
leading spokesman. Churchill, 
proclaims the maintenance of 
this slavery to be one of the 
primary aims of British policy, 
can conduct a war which “is in 
the interest of all progressive 
mankind?”

The imperialists in this war— 
whether they are fascist or 
“democratic”—are striving for 
the same things as in 1914-18, 
for markets, raw materials, the 
opportunity to exploit colonial 
slaves. These essential aims are 
not in the least modified, much 
less cancelled out, by such docu­
ments as the Atlantic Charter or 
talk of the “Four Freedoms.” All 
the imperialists employ a.certain 
idealistic camouflage to conceal 
their predatory appetites and 
purposes. I f  they stated their real 
aims frankly and honestly, whom 
would they get to fight for them ?

TRUE ANSWER
The true answer to this ques­

tion is that Browder has sold out 
to the capitalists in the second 
World W’ar just as Kautsky sold 
out in the first .World War—ex­
cept that Browder’s betrayal is 
more brazen, more cynical and 
m o r e  unabashed, and that 
Browder’s betrayal began a long 
time before thé actual outbreak 
of the second World War.

The essence of the Marxist view 
on this war is that imperialism, 
regardless of its political color­
ing (“democratic” or fascist), and 
despite any declarations from its 
spokesmen to the contrary, fight 
for aims which, far from repre­
senting the interests of “all 
progressive mankind,” represent 
only the class interests of the im­
perialists themselves.

Only the Trotskyists, the Marx­
ists of today, propagate the 
Socialist program of opposition 
to the imperialist war. Only this 
program serves the interests of 
the working masses in this and 
every other country. The Stalinist 
leaders, in allying themselves with 
the imperialists, have ranged 
themselves openly as enemies of 
the working class and its in­
terests.

All the wrigglings of a Browder 
or a Minor cannot conceal this 
fact. Militant workers still in the 
ranks of the Communist Party 
who wish to fight for their class, 
who wish to struggle for socialism 
as the only way out of the morass 
of war, terror and hunger which 
imperialism, has created, must 
take their departure from the foul 
nest of betrayal that is the Com­
munist Party, avowed agency of 
imperialism.

“Business Week" Recommends 
Stalinists As Reliable Finks

The high powered campaign 
of Browder and Co. to sell 
themselves as reliable tools of 
Wall Street is beginning to get 
results. The capitalists now un­
derstand and appreciate the true 
fink role of the Stalinists.’ The 
workers, however, are also grow­
ing wise to the Stalinist strike­
breakers and are beginning to 
battle these proponents of a 
new company unionism. The 
March 18 issue of Business 
Week, authoritative organ of 
Big Business, carries the follow­
ing analysis of the Stalinists and 
their role in the labor move­
ment :

“Some .employers who deal with 
certain CIO affiliates have re­
cently reported a new amenabil­
ity in union leadership. A more 
conciliatory attitude toward busi­
ness is apparent in unions which 
once pursued intransigent poli­
cies. On the whole, the organiza­
tions involved are those which 
have been identified as Commu­
nist-dominated.

STA LIN IST-D O M IN A TED
“In this group, and represent­

ing together about 932,000 em­
ployes by best available estim­
ates, are the Federation of Archi­
tects,. Engineers, Chemists and 
Technicians; the United Cannery, 
Agricultural, Packing and Allied 
Workers; the American Commu­
nications Assn.; the United Elec­
trical, Radio and Machine Work­
ers; the -Farm Equipment and 
Metal Workers; the International 
Longshoremen and Warehouse­
men (Bridges’ union); the Na­
tional Maritime Union; the Mine, 
Mill and Smelter Workers; the 
United Office and Professional 
W o r k e r s ;  the Packinghouse 
Workers; and the Transport 
Workers Union; . .

“Workers in these unions have 
been systematically indoctrinated 
with anti-management propagan­
da, and there is no doubt that an 
appreciable amount of this pro­
paganda has taken hold. Witness 
Bridges’ strong rank-and-file sup­
port.

“But since Russia’s involvement 
in the war, the leadership in these 
unions has moved from the ex­
treme left-wing to the extreme 
right-wing position in the Amer­
ican Labor movement.

F IN K  RECORD
“Today they have perhaps the 

best no-strike record of any sec­
tion ^of organized labor; they are 
the most vigorous proponents of 
labor-marragement cooperation; 
they are the only serious labor 
advocates of incentive wages; 
they were, as a group, the last 
unions to call for smashing the 
Little Steel formula (they went 
along with other unions on this 
issue only after their support of 
the status quo threatened to iso­
late them in the C IO); and they

are the only, unions which sup­
port the President’s call for a na­
tional service act. In general, em­
ployers with whom they deal now 
have the most peaceful labor re­
lations in industry.

“The more sophisticated among, 
these employers however, aré 
quick to point out one salient fact:' 
There is no assurance that, by 
next week or next month, these 
unions will not again reverse their 
policies. And any labor relations 
program in which one of these 
unions figurqs is assured of their 
continued collaboration only as 
long as the interests of Russia 
and the interests of American in­
dustry continue in parallel.

HARD-BOILED TIP
“These same employers offer 

a further hard-boiled tip. In a 
far-flung organization like the 
United Electrical, Radio and Ma­
chine Workers, Gommunist-dom-

inated at the top, some local 
groups are not under Communist 
control. They may be proving 
fractious. Complaints to the 
union’s national officers usually 
will bring all the organization’s 
disciplinary apparatus to i'oous 
on the heads of the unruly local 
leaders.

“As thè Thimmcs victory in 
California suggests, (Thimmes, 
an anti-Stalinist labor official was 
recently elected as President of 
the California State CIO.— Ed.) 
a rank and file which has been 
fed raw meat will get restive on 
a diet of corn flakes. A dent could 
not be made in Bridges’ union 
standing as Jong as he was the 
militant leader his followers loved 
to call 'E llfire’ Arry. But when 
he and his associates urge soft- 
pedaling of grievances, support- 
for -national service, and harder 
work, his position of leadership is 
threatened.”

Members Of UAW Are 
Victimized By Ford Co.

(Continued from, page 1)

live up to their contracts.” The 
discharge and suspension of 70 
members of the UAW by the 
Ford Motor Company sihee the 
adoption of the unconditional sur­
render resolution of the UAW  
executive board is confirmation 
of that warning. It  was this reso­
lution which was invoked by the 
UAW officials who stood by nod­
ding their consent while Ford 
wielded the axe on the#UAW  mil­
itants.

The UAW  executive board, hell 
bent on continuing its fatal course 
of kowtowing to Roosevelt, - has 
degenerated to the point where it 
enters into open collaboration 
with the union-hating Ford Mo­
tor Company in stifling the mili­
tancy of the membership. In their 
fight to preserve the UAW  as a 
progressive organization that rep­
resents the interests of the auto 
workers, the rank and file mili­
tants must reckon with the fact 
that their top leadership stands 
on the side of the corporations 
and their political agents in 
Washington. No longer able to 
gain voluntary support for a poli­
cy that is false and fatal for the 
union, the labor skates seek to 
force adherence to their policies 
by collaborating with the corpora­
tions in purging those militants 
who resist.

mi • . ly ' l '' ’ b
These circumstances must de­

termine the tactics to be followed 
by the union militants who con­
stitute the active, conscious core 
of the UAW . Sporadic outbursts 
of indignation induced by the in­
solence of the employers and the 
bureaucratic action of the top of­
ficials, while understandable, are 
largely ineffective. The danger in 
such outbursts is- that they w ill

lead only to the victimization of 
the militants and their elimina­
tion from organized contact with 
the mass of union members. In ­
stead of dissipating their strength 
and numbers in isolated forays, 
the militants must mobilize their 
forces for the impending show­
down with the corporations and 
the labor bureaucrats.

U. S. Judge Orders 
Burning of Books

(Continued from page 1)

displayed on news stands from 
coast to coast.

The real “book burning,” of 
course, was the Minneapolis trial 
and convictions themselves. The 
initiation of the trial, its prosecu­
tion, the subsequent refusal of 
the U. S. Supreme Court to con­
sider an appeal, were all in the 
nature of an attempt to silence 
the voice of Trotskyism, to sup­
press its historic ideas and pro­
gram by the time-worn methods 
known to all regimes of class 
rule.

The symbolic flame kindled 
by the Minneapolis jurist should 
be a beacon light of warning to 
the labor movement. It  illuminates 
the real ■purposes behind the 
persecution of the Trofskyists. 
That purpose is to bind and 
gag "thè free expression of 
opinion, starting with the ad­
vance guard of anti-fascist fight­
ers, the Trotskyists, and ending 
with the whole labor movement.

Arm y Bars Anti-Race Prejudice Pamphlet
(Continued from page 1)

thought that a pamphlet expos­
ing the unscientific basis of race 
prejudice “has no place” in an 
Army fighting a war for “democ­
racy” and against “Hitlerism.”

What particularly aroused the 
lily-white ire of Rep. May and 
the War Dept, brass hats was 
that section of the pamphlet 
which cites irrefutable scientific 
evidence proving that there are 
no “superior’’ races or nationali­
ties, a and particularly that the 
Negro people when given equal 
environmental advantages have 
just as much mental capacity and 
intelligence gs whites. And the 
data on which this indisputable 
fact is based comes from the rec­
ords of the W ar Department it ­
self. Thu's the most “objection­
able” portion of The Races of 
Mankind declared:

CAREFUL IN VESTIG ATIO N
“The most careful investiga­

tions of intelligence have been 
made in America among Negroes 
and whites. The scientist realizes 
that every time he measures in­
telligence in any man, black or 
white, his results show the in­
telligence that man was born with 
plus what happened to him since 
he was borri. The scientist has a 
lot of proof of this. For instance, 
in the First World War, intelli­
gence tests • were given to the 
American Expeditionary Forces: 
they showed that Negroes made 
a lower score on intelligence tests 
than whites.

“Byt the tests also showed that 
Northerners, black and white, had 
higher scores than Southerners, 
black and white. Everyone knows 
that Southerners are born equals 
of Northerners, but in 1917 many 
southern states’ per capita expen­
ditures for schools were only a 
fraction of those in northern 
states, and housing and diet and 
income were fa r below average 
too. Since the majority of Negroes 
lived in the South, their score on 
the intelligence test was a score 
they got not only as Negroes, hut 
as Americans who had grown up 
under floor conditions in the 
South. Scientists therefore com­

pared the score of Southern 
whites and Northern Negroes.

AEF TESTS

A.E.F. Intelligence Tests

Southern Whites

Mississippi 41.25

Kentucky 41.50

Arkansas 41.55

Northern Negroes

New York 45.02

Illinois 47.35

Ohio 49.50

“Negroes with better luck after 
they were born got higher scores 
than whites with less luck.- The 
white race did badly where eco­
nomic conditions were bad and 
schooling was not provided, and 
Negroes living under better con­
ditions surpassed them. The dif­
ferences did not arise because 
people were from the North or 
the South, or because they were 
white or black, but because of 
differences in income, education, 
cultural advantages, and other 
opportunities.”

Imagine the apoplectic rage of 
Rep. May when he discovered 
that Army intelligence tests prov­
ed that the white people in his 
very own state of Kentucky, not 
only were not “superior” to Ne­
groes generally, but had “less” 
intelligence than Northern Ne­
groes. Why, if this information 
got out, the whole theory on 
which the domination of the white 
ruling class in the South is based 
would be shattered.

SC IEN TIF IC  DATA

The pamphlet, did not stop just 
there. I t  piled on the scientific 
data"to prove that there are no 
innately superior classes, groups 
races, or nationalities in society 
All seeming differences in gen­
eral intelligence, it shows, come 
largely from differences in en 
vironment. Imagine, undoubtedly

thought Rep. May and the brass | 
hats, whaj  ̂ might happen if  the 
“dumb” working and fighting 
masses should come to realize, 
for instance, that the rich owning 
class of the nation doesn’t hold 
power by virtue of its “inherent 
superior ability and natural, in­
born capacity to rule.”

LIBERAL PRESS
The liberal press has • picked 

up this inqident and is creating 
a furore about it. The liberal^’ 
chief complaint about the banning 
of the pamphlet is the embarrass­
ing plight in which it puts them. 
I t ’s such a bad commentary 
on the propaganda of the liberals 
who have been spouting off about 
this being a war for “democracy” 
and against Fascism and its 
phoney race theories.

Thus, Albert Deutsch, PM col­
umnist, writes indignantly that 
this incident “points up the ex­
tent to which a small minority 
of Southern race bigots are suc­
ceeding in stamping their private 
prejudices on the public policy 
of the Nation,” and that “men 
like Rep. May, who coerced the 
War Dept, into withdrawing the 
pamphlet, fail to see the inner 
meaning of this war.”

No, it is confused or down­
right * dishonest liberals like 
Deutsch who fail to see, or hypo­
critical’y whitewash, the real in­
ner meaning of this war. The 
War Dept, wasn’t “coerced” by 
Rep. May. Its own Jim Crow 
policy testifies to its complete 
accord with his views. And Rep. 
May understands “the inner! 
meaning 6f this war.” He’s a 
leading figure of the administra­
tion running the war and holds 
one of the most important war- 
posts in Congress.

AM ERICAN CAPITALISM
Rep. May along with the whole 

capitalist ruling class and its po­
litical and military agents fully 
understand they are conducting 
this war not for democracy nor 
to wipe out the menace of fas­
cism. Their aim is to spread the 
power of American monopoly ca­
pitalism all over the world and 
to preserve that power at home.

The very banning of The Races 
of Mankind pamphlet is a precise 
reflection of the war’s “inner 
meaning” for American capital­
ism. And that is to further race 
prejudice and the oppression of 
minority groups, to create con­

flicts within the working class 
on racial and national lipes, and 
by a policy of “divide and rule” 
to continue to batten on the 
wealth produced by the labor of 
the masses at home and abroad.
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fortress of the 

world proletariat, against 

all assaults of world im­

perialism and of internal 

counter-revolution, is the 

most important duty of 

every class-conscious 

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  g ove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  u n ion s . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
n n ion s , to  tra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffic e rs .

2. T ra d e  u n io n  wage» fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y.

S. F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
force»  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tio n  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7 . A n  In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U nions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . T h e  defense o f  the  S ov ie t U n io n  
against im p e r ia lis t  a ttack .

Michigan Party
The decision by Michigan unionists to launch 

a new farmer-labor party is a step of first rate 
importance. It is positive-proof of the growing 
political development of America’s mass produc­
tion workers. The experience of life itself is com­
pelling the workers to recognize the class char­
acter of government. They see that Big Business, 
having gained a monopoly of the political power 
through their domination of the Democratic and 
Republican parties, are using this power to enrich 
themselves at the expense of the American people. 
The Michigan Commonwealth Federation is the 
firs t significant step toward freeing labor from 
political and economic bondage to the W all Street 
money-bags.

As was to be expected, Roosevelt’s labor lackeys 
in conlrol of the CIO "Political Action Commit­
tee" greeted the new movement with undisguised 
hostility from its very inception. That is no sur­
prise. The CIO Political Action Committee was 
established for the express purpose of heading off 
the movement for an independent labor party. 
Sidney Hillman, chairman of the CIO committee, 
has stumped the country as a glorified ward-heeler 
for Roosevelt, attempting to crush every manifest­
ation of independent political action. The CIO top 
bureaucrats fear independent labor action just as 
much as do Roosevelt and the capitalists. The la­
bor party movement can expect at this stage onl-y 
hostility from this crew.

Any new movement organ izeef to break the po­
litical monopoly of the American capitalist class, 
must be prepared to cope with the furious onslaught 
that w ill be launched against it from all sides. 
More dangerous even than its avowed opponents 
are those tim id souls inside the labor party move­
ment who w ill counsel warding o ff the blows by 
watering down the program. These Pollyannas w ill 
try  to persuade the young movement to take ref­
uge behind the “ respectability”  of middle class 
liberals, lawyers, and others of such ilk. They w ill 
caution the workers against making "unreasonable”  
demands which w ill frighten away some vegetarian 
allies. The new political movement can only grow, 
however, and come to fru ition, it  can achieve its 
high promise, only i f  it sets forth an unambiguous 
fighting program that answers the needs of the 
workers and poor farmers and then steadfastly ad­
heres to this program regardless of the opposition.

The Michigan Commonwealth Federation is 
1 still a flu id movement. What it becomes w ill de-

pend in large measure on the militants in the 
Michigan labor movement. It is the-duty of these 
militants, these veterans of dozens of strike strug­
gles to get into the labor party movement and 
influence its development in the right direction. 
The contribution of their militancy, experience and 
knowledge w ill be the best guarantee against the 
degeneration of the new party by political quacks 
and messiahs who, always on the lookout for a 
“ career” , flock to a new promising movement.

As far as the militants are concerned: the job 
now is to join the new movement, get your locals 
to affiliate to it, build the new party, and help 
hammer out a bold program that w ill meet the 
needs of workers, farmers and their allies.

Irish Neutrality
American state department demands on Eire to 

expel Axis diplomatic agents is tantamount to an 
ultimatum that the Irish state abandon its neu­
tra lity  and enter the war as an ally of the Anglo- 
American combination. Why are Roosevelt and 
Churchill so determined that little  Eire shall enter 
the war? The official explanation that Axis em­
bassies in Dublin can become a source of leakage 
of Allied m ilitary information is obviously an in­
vention.

War lias become totalitarian and global. Nobody 
can escape any longer, nobody can withdraw into 
his own little  shell, nobody can for long remain 
neutral. Argentina, as all South America, writhes 
under the heel 6f Yankee imperialism, but cannot 
escape its deadly grip. Even the most prim itive peo- 1 
pies in the densest jungles of the South Pacific 
cannot escape the long hand of the Second World 
War. And now the imperial squeeze play is be­
ginning to be applied on little  Eire.

Eire's valuable ports, her,proxim ity to Britain, 
her strategically important position have long ago 
pre-determined the fact that the Anglo-American 
combination would use all of its power, all of its 
vast economic and financial resources to force Ire­
land into the war, and to open its ports and air­
fields to A llied use.

Dc Valera, head of the government of Eire, has 
of course indignantly rejected the Allied demand. 
In truth, he could do nothing else. The Irish peo­
ple, with a tradition of 700-year long struggle for 
freedom, are no more w illing to fight for Britisli 
imperialism in the present war than they were in 
the last.

Rejection on the part of Dublin for expulsion 
of the Axis diplomats has already brought swift 
retaliation: The Churchill government severed all 
normal travel and communications between B rit­
ain and Eire, and between Eire and North Ireland. 
I f  this does not suffice, further pressure w ill prob­
ably follow.

The imperialists in their mad drive are dragging 
intq the bloody maelstrom every individual, young 
and old, malt1 and female, every country, every 
colony, every island—nothing and nobody is safe. 
Now they are out to dragoon Ireland into the 
slaughter.

Secret Diplomacy
The Teheran conference, hailed by the Stalin­

ist scoundrels as the threshhold to a new era of 
peace and progress, fu lly  exemplifies the secret 
diplomacy of the administration. When Roosevelt 
returned from Teheran, he kept mum about the 
decisions made there. To this day the people whose 
lives and futures were placed upon the block have 
not been informed about the transactions which 
took place among the heads of the powers. Roose­
velt even had the nerve to declare that no secret 
agreements whatsoever were concluded at Teheran.

Revelations made since the conference by the 
highest authorities, including the prime participants 
themselves, demonstrate that the President is a 
deliberate deceiver of the American people.

In his latest speech to the House of Commons 
Prime Minister Churchill stated that he had dis­
cussed with Stalin the question of Poland's terri­
tory and they had agreed to hand over to the 
Polish government slices of German territory in 
compensation for eastern territories to be taken by 
Stalin. Territoria l partitioning by means of p ri­
vate barter between the powers without consulta­
tion with or regard for the populations involved, 
is typical of the old wicked diplomacy and power 
politics which have already inflicted two world 
wars upon humanity.
. Shortly before, the semi-official "A rm y and 

Navy Journal” disclosed that at Cairo Churchill 
and Chiang Kai-shek had consented to the United 
Stales taking possession of the Japanese mandated 
islands in the Pacific, the very islands which the 
Japanese imperialists had taken and held as a re­
sult of a similar d irty  deal among the Allies after 
the first world war.

“ Open covenants openly arrived at”  Wilson 
sanctimoniously proclaimed 25 years ago, as the 
first goal of the war to "make the world safe for 
democracy.”  How hollow, how false these words 
sound today. The "big three.”  Roosevelt, Church­
i l l  and Stalin, practice secret diplomacy like orient­
al potentates-and with such unheard-of brazenness, 
such arrogance, such contempt for the people!

1 low can it be otherwise? Their , reactionary 
schemes, their counter-revolutionary designs, their 
plans for a world of slavery and dictatorship can­
not stand the light of day. They can only be 
hatched conspiratorial fashion, behind the backs of 
the people.

The awakening labor movement in its fight to 
thwart the counter-revolutionary aims of Amer­
ican Big Business, w ill adopt as one of its impor­
tant planks the old socialist cry: Down with se­
cret diplomacy! '

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitan t. Letters 
are welcome on any subject o f interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

SWP Protest
(We print below a copy of the 

protest wire sent by the Socialist 
Workers Party to the Editors of 
Life Magazine on January 17, and 
the letter of retraction sent to 
the SWP by the Editors of Life 
Magazine on March 3.— Ed.)

Editor
Life Magazine:
We emphatically protest as 

utterly misleading and slanderous 
your report of imprisonment of 
18 members of the Socialist 
Workers Party (Trotskyists) and 
Teamsters in Minneapolis under 
story heading quote U. S. IN ­
DICTS TWO TOPMOST FAS­
CISTS end quote. In 1939 the 
American Trotskyists called and 
led an anti-Fascist demonstration 
of 50,000 New York workers 
against the Nazis and Fascists 
meeting in Madison Square 
Garden. H itler Mussolini and 
Franco jail and shoot Trotskyists 
who are fighting the Fascist 
regimes and struggling to estab­
lish a Socialist Germany, Italy  
and Spain. The 18 were im­
prisoned according to the U. S. 
Government indictment because 
they propagated the ideas of the 
Communist Manifesto and were 
working against Capitalism ‘for 
the establishment of a Workers 
and Farmers Government in the

United States with the same pro­
gram and methods that the 
Bolsheviks under Lenin and 
Trotsky1 established the Soviet 
Union. In the interest of truth 
please publish this correction.

Socialist Workers Party

“ Life'1 Refracts
Socialist Workers Party 
New York, N. Y.

Gentlemen:
We are extremely sorry that 

you felt Our recent article called 
“U. S. Indicts Its Two Top 
Fascist” was unfair in any way 
to the Socialist Workers Party 
and the Minnesota Teamsters 
Union. Such was, of course, not 
our intent, and we hope that you 
saw the letter from the Civil 
Rights Defense Committee which 
we published in the Letters 
Column of our February 7 issue 
to correct any possible misap­
prehension.

Thank you for letting us hear 
from you in this regard.

Sincerely yours,
Beverly Cram, for the Editors 
Life Magazine

Educate the Seamen
Editor:
Many malcontents are to be 

found among seamen today. We

who observe at first hand the ap-, 
plications of the Four Freedoms 
abroad cannot be otherwise. Un­
fortunately, mankind’s progress 
suffers because man is funda­
mentally a conservative. He would 
rather struggle along with the 
little he has than institute a 
change, and though he may not 
actively oppose a radical, seldom 
is the occasion when he does not 
passively oppose him. Social out­
casts and revolutionaries of 
varying hues are quite prevalent 
among merchant seamen, but 
even coupled with a life so 
stimulating to political activity 
and efforts at social rejuvenation, 
this is not enough to make 
most seamen appreciative of the 
tremendous and overwhelmingly 
important changes soon to be 
made in the world’s politcal and 
economic structure;

I t  is necessary, therefore, that 
they take the right road and not 
be led blindly to the slaughter­
house by their union heads. Sea­
men want to know what ¡s lig h t. 
The Socialist Workers Party can 
show them what is right. My 
suggestion is that no stone should 
be left unturned in an attempt 
to educate the men of this power­
ful and indispensable maritime 
industry.

G. H.
Seattle

SOCIALISM ON TR IA L  by James
P. Cannon. Pioneer Publishers,
New York. Second Ed. 1941.
104 pp. 10c.
“Socialism on Trial” was first 

published two years ago. Today 
it is already a p rim er'o f the 
revolutionary socialist movement. 
Sold in thousands of copies all 
over the United States it has 
acquainted new sections of the 
American working class with the 
program of socialism and the 
Trotskyist party. Two editions of 
the book have been published in 
England under the title “ABC of 
Trotskyism.” I t  has also been 
circulated in many other coun­
tries.

“Socialism on Tria l” is the of­
ficial court record of James P. 
Cannon’s testimony in the Min­
neapolis Trial. Indicted by the 
government, along with seventeen 
others, for revolutionary socialist 
views and trade union activity, 
Cannon covered the whole range 
of Marxist theory in his court 
testimony. Never before had the 
ideas and program of socialism 
been so systematically presented 
in a capitalist court as they were 
in the course of the Minneapolis 
trial.

Replying to the prosecution’s 
charge that the Trotskyists “ad­
vocated force and violence,” 
Cannon pointed out that revolu­
tionists prefer a peaceful transi­
tion to socialism. “The position 
of the Marxists is that the most 
economic and preferable, the most 
desirable method of social trans­

formation, by all means, is to 
have it done peacefully.”

But all history shows that the 
outlived ruling minority will try 
to maintain its power and privi­
leges by using violence against 
the revolutionary majority. Can­
non points this out; “The outlived 
class, which is put jn a minority 
by the revolutionary growth in' 
the country, will try by. violent 
means to hold on to its privileges 
against the will of the majority. 
That is what we predict.

“Of course, we don’t limit our­
selves to that prediction. We go 
further, and ■»ask the workers to 
bear this in mind and prepare 
themselves not to permit the 
reactionary outlived minority to 
frustrate the will of the major­
ity.” ,

The justification for Cannon’s 
position that “Our Party is un­
alterably opposed to all imperial­
ist wars,” is now far clearer than 
when the statement was made in 
file Autumn of 1941. A t that time 
the, pattern of Anglo-American 
imperialist plans had not yet be­
come completely apparent, but 
now these reactionary schemes 
stand fully revealed for all to 
see. The support of the Badoglio 
dictatorship in Italy, the Darlan 
deal, and the brutal British policy 
in India have torn away all the 
camouflage of the “war for 
democracy” and have revealed 
the counter-revolutionary and im­
perialist character of the Anglo- 
American coalition.

Cannon's words sound like a

prophecy. Answering a question 
as to what was the Socialist 
Workers Party’s position on the 
claim that this was a waif of 
democracy against fascism, he 
said; “We say that is a sub­
terfuge, that the conflict between 
American imperialism and Ger­
man imperialism is for the domi­
nation of the world. I t  is ab­
solutely true that H itler wants 
to dominate the world, hut we 
think that it is equally true that 
the ruling group of American 
capitalists has the same idea, and 
we are not in favor of either of 
them.

“We do no't think that the Sixty 
Families who own America want 
to wage this war for some sacred 
principle of democracy. We think 
they are the greatest enemies of 
democracy here at home. We 
think they would only use the 
opportunity of a war to eliminate 
all civil liberties at home, to get 
the best imitation of Fascism they 
can possibly get.”

The second edition of “Social­
ism on Tria l” has a new introduc­
tion by Joseph Hansen, bringing 
the story of the Minneapolis case 
up to date. The 18 defendants arc 
now serving sentences in Roose­
velt’s prisons for their adherence 
to socialist principles. But their 
fight against government persecu­
tion, crystallized in this publica­
tion of Cannon’s testimony, has 
served to spread the ideas of 
socialism to ever-wider sections 
of the American workers.
, Reviewed by Dave Jeffries

International Notes
FRANCE

Every capitalist press report 
about conditions in .Nazi- occupied 
Europe tells what has now be­
come a rather stereotyped story 
of human distress, of a wastage 
of life so great that even the 
imperialist warmakers are dis­
turbed by it.

France presents a picture of 
a nation slowly dying of starva­
tion, malnutrition and disease. 
The New York Times last week 
editorialized on an address by 
Prof. Balthazard, president of the 
French Academy of Medicine, in 
which it was disclosed, among 
other things, that the average 
French adult receives in food 
value only 1,100 calories a day 
instead of the 3,000 calories which 
the Nazis regard as adequate 
nutrition. The Times adds further 
facts taken from a French medi­
cal journal: Low blood pressure 
and anemia are now common. In 
Bordeaux 4(i percent of would-be 
blood donors had to be rejected. 
Rickets is prevalent and nearly 
all boys and girls are under 
weight. Tuberculosis hgs risen 
between 20 and 30 percent. The 
proportion of still-births is higher 
than ever. Resistance to infection 
has broken down, with the result 
that France could easily fall prey 
to an epidemic. “Worst off of

all,” states the Times, “are the 
inmates of concentration camps. 
They pass first to the hospital 
and then to the grave. Unable 
to obtain dvugs or vitamins, 
surgical dressings or even disin­
fectants, French doctors arc 
helpless.” I

The Times, with that hypocrisy 
which expresses itself in half- 
truths, charges all this up against 
the Nazis. But while the Nazi 
occupation is the imrhediate cause 
of French distress, the imperialist 
system as a whole, which makes 
war inevitable, bears the ultimate 
responsibility.

C HINA
Chiang Kai-shek, China’s bloody 

dictator, in a speech at Chung­
king on March 12, anniversary of 
Sun Yat-sen’s death, “upbraided 
the people of China” for the coun­
try ’s failure to drive out ' the 
Japanese invaders. “I t  is a great 
disgrace to the entire nation,” 
AP reported him as saying, “that 
not all the people are living a 
war-time life. Whi^e our com­
rades-in-arms have come from  
afar to the Far East war theatre 
’to assist in the counter-offensive, 
we ourselves have not been able 
to drive the enemy from our soil 
or recover an inch of our ter­
ritory.”

The masses of China, as a 
matter of fact, have borne and 
are bearing the entire burden of 
the struggle against imperialist 
Japan. An untold number of sol­
diers and civilians have lost their 
lives. Millions have had their 
homes destroyed and become 
hopeless paupers wandering over 
the face of a devastated land. 
Epidemics and other disasters have 
taken a fearful toll of life. And 
today runaway inflation is bring­
ing further ruin. Through all this 
the Chinese capitalists, including 
the rotten political coterie which 
Chiang symbolizes and represents, 
have lived their accustomed lives 
of comfort and luxury and piled 
up fortunes from the miseries of 
the common people.

Early in the war Chiang’s 
regime discouraged or suppressed 
organizations formed by the 
masses for resistance to the Jap­
anese invasion. Chiang feared any 
independent action by the people. 
This is the secret of Japan’s mili­
tary successes in China. Today 
Chiang blames the masses for 
the war stalemate. Not content 
with having expended their flesh 
and blood, he now seems to 
demand their bones and marrow 
as well.

What Veterans Can Expect 
From New ‘Work Director’

The only provision the Roosevelt administration has 
thus far made for the re-employment of ex-service­
men is to appoint Brig. General Hines, head of the 
Veterans’ Administration, as a Work Director. What 
the millions of World W ar I I  veterans can expect 
from this wealthy corporation director and New York 
Stock Exchange big shot is already indicated by the 
treatment he is according hundreds of thousands of 
newly discharged and disabled veterans. In an article, 
“Labor Fights for the Servicemen,” published in the 
March A'merican Fcderationist, A FL  official organ, 
Harry ftialisoff writes:

“Recently the country was stunned by disclosures 
made in a survey of claims for disability pensions 
pending before the Veterans Administration. I t  was 
revealed that 1,500 cases of battle casualties were 
without adequate provision as to compensation, med­
ical care, training and other .needs. Though without 
income and unable to work, veterans have had to wait 
six months or more before their pension claims were 
acted upon. The excuses advanced were that the 
Army was slow in sending over the soldiers’ service 
papers and that the Veterans Administration was un­
prepared to handle the unexpected ‘avalanche’ of 
250,000 claims.”

I f  these disabled veterans arc to get any aid at 
all, they must stay in a service hospital while their 
claims are adjudicated. “This is a makeshift solu- 
tffen,” writes Malisoff, because “the disabled soldier 
does not want to lie around in a hospital fa r from  
home while office functionaries tangle themselves up 
in red tape.”

But even this may shortly be denied the disabled 
veterans. “A t present the Veterans Administration 
has some 67,000 hospital beds,” Malisoff reports. 
“These facilities were designed for the use of vet­
erans of former wars and our peacetime forces of 
less than 300,000. Today there are already well over
10.000. 000 in our armed forces. And the impending 
invasion of Europe will undoubtedly bring large scale 
casualties. Yet the Veterans Administration now 
plans to expand the number of hospital beds to only
100.000. . .”

Recent newsreels showed how the government is 
mass-producing thousands of medals for the soldiers. 
But Roosevelt’s regime does not seem equally inter­
ested in setting up adequate machinery to provide 
a decent living and proper care for the discharged 
or disabled recipients of these medals.

Army Officers Promoted 
 After Shady Tool Deals

When the Truman Senate Investigating Commit­
tee two weeks ago exposed the sale of $1,721,000 
worth of unused government-purchased machine tools 
for $36,924 by high officers of the Army A ir Corps, 
Senators Truman and Ferguson demanded the dismiss­
al of the officers responsible.

At the time Truman made this demand, he slated 
however: “I t  has been our experience that when 
we have discovered things of this sort either the of­
ficer has received an honorable discharge or he has 
been promoted for doing just what we have talked 
about here.”

Sure enough, two days later one of the officers 
named by the Truman Committee, Lt. Col. Paul M. 
Bonner, former vice-president and manager of Stehle 
& Co., Inc., silk and rayon weavers, was promoted 
to full colonel. That was his reward for what Sen­
ator Ferguson called “bungling and incompetency 
and gross negligence.”

Last week, Congressman Cochran disclosed that 
the W ar Department had sold to private dealers 
$161,164 worth of government-owned dry cell bat­
teries for $130. Look for some more Army promo­
tions shortly.

WPB Steel Priority Given
For Police Tear Gas Guns

— — — —  »

Among vital requirements of the “war for democ­
racy,” according to recent WPB steel allocation's, are 
tear gas guns and shells for police departments in 
American industrial centers and for export to India. 
Also, the government’s Rubber Development -Corpora­
tion, according to the WPB, urgently needs ieg-irons 
and hand-cuffs to spread the “good neighbor” policy 
in South America and Africa.

The WPB Government Division, which handles 
“war” needs of state and local governments, issued 
the steel allocations order for tear gas guns and 
shells, stating as its purpose: “The domestic require­
ments have been set up in anticipation of possible 
labor trouble and race riots. There is every indication 
that this requirement will increase rather than de­
crease during the next few months.”

Oue of the largest orders came for the police de­
partment of Detroit, where there are several hundred 
thousand militant and dissatisfied auto workers. The 
Detroit police exhausted their previous supply against 
the Negro workers they were “defending” during 
the anti-Negro riots.

This same allocations order gives a tip-off on how 
British imperialism intends to bring the “four free­
doms” to India. “Among foreign demands for the 
material, India is becoming an important purchaser. 
The amounts required by that nation also are likely 
to increase.”

The allocations order for leg-irons and hand-cuffs 
explains: “A new requirement has developed from 
the Office of Economic Warfare in which it requested 
$4,000 worth of this equipment each quarter for use 
by the Rubber Development Corporation in foreign 
countries. . .”

The RI)C contracts for crude rubber from private 
plantation operators like Ford Motor Company in 
Brazil and Firestone Rubber in Liberia. W ill Allen, 
who reports these facts in the March 15 Justice, or­
gan of the International Ladies Garment W’orkers 
Union, asked Douglas H. Allen, head of the RDC, 
what the leg-irons were for. The RDC director ex­
plained that these “probably mean climbing irons, 
you know, the kind telephone linemen use. . .” And 
the hand-cuffs are intended, presumably, as gifts for 
the rubber plantation slaves. They love trinkets, you 
know, like —  bracelets 1


