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National Pardon 
Campaign For 18 
Gets Under W ay
Unions Support Drive to Free SWP Leaders; 
Labor and Liberal Press Condemn Jailings

NEW  YORK C IT Y —Signatures are beginning to roll into 
the office of the C iv il Rights Defense Committee as its national 
petition campaign to obtain unconditional presidential pardon for 
the 18 imprisoned leaders of the Socialist Workers Party and of 
Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 544-CIO gets under way. The 
New York Local CRDC committee reports that well over one 
hundred signatures were secured at a meeting of American Labor 
Party officials and members last week. Among the well-known 
trade-union leaders asking freedom for the 18 were Charles Zim­
merman, Manager of Local 22;®
I. L. G. W. U., Thomas DeLo- 
renzo and Gabe De.Angelis, 
President and Financial Secre­
tary respectively, of Brewster 
Local 365 UAW-CIO.

The pe titions, c a llin g  upon 
President Rooseve't. to uphold the 
B i l l  o f R ights by pardoning the 
class-war prisoners fram ed under 
the vicious S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t, arc 
being circu la ted in  local trade 
unions, clubs, factories and meet­
ings th roughout the country. 

NE E D S  FU N D S
The CRDC u rg e n tly  needs funds 

to provide re lie f fo r the prison­
ers, th e ir  w ives and fam ilies  and 
to m obilize a ll progressive* forces 
behind its  f ig h t to free the 18 and 
repeal the reactionary Sm ith  
"Gag”  Act.

This week’s union contributors 
to the Minneapolis Prisoners Re­
lief Fund include Locals 87 and 
104, Textile Workers Union-CIO  
of Paterson, New Jersey and 
U A W -C IO  Local 647 of Reading, 
Ohio. Enclosing a check for one 
hundred dollars, Kay Gentile, 
Local 647’s Financial Secretary, 
w rites: “  This Local is in deep 
Sympathy to these men and hope 
this amount w ill help a good 
cause.”

A ll labor organ izations and 
figh ters fo r c iv i l libe rtie s  are 
urged to send donations to James 
T. F a rre ll, Chairm an C iv il R ights 
Defense Com m ittee, 160 5th A ve­
nue, New Y ork  C ity.

In  its  Jan. 12 issue “ Aero- 
Notes,”  the liv e ly  paper of B rew­
ste r Local 365 UAAV-CIO, sharply 
condemns the attack upon free 
speech involved in  the ja il in g  of 
the 18. “ How m any have paid 
any heed to the figh t against re ­
action a t home? As th is  is being 
w ritte n , eighteen men and women 
are enroute to  federa l pen iten­
tia r ie s , th ree  to D anbury, Connec­
tic u t, the others to Sandstone, 
M innesota. W ith  th e ir  departure, 
one more step lias been taken to 
suppress free  labor, one more 
b low  aga inst the fo u r  freedoms 
hero a t home has been delivered. 
F o r  freedom  o f tho ugh t and 
speech were sent to  prison to ­
day. . .”
LO C AL PLEDG ES SUPPO RT

A fte r  describ ing the  fac ts  in 
the case, the a rtic le  concludes: 
‘Th in k ing  people concerned with 
the preservation of our own Con­
stitution and its guarantee of 
civil liberties, all over the coun­
try  are saying with Voltaire: ‘We

do not agree with what they say, 
but wc shall defend to the death 
their right to say it.’ Let our 
Local march with them and sup­
port the demand for the freeing 
of these eighteen.”

The ed itors o f the libe ra l 
weekly, The Nation, w rite  in  the 
Jan. 15 issue: “ T h is  re jection of 
a hearing, by a libe ra l court, 
seems to us a shocking th ing . F o r 
in  denying these defendants a 
hearing, the cou rt pe rm its  pre­
cedents to stand w h ich  seriously 
endanger c iv i l  libe rties  in  the 
United States . . . The record of 
th is  prosecution is one to shame 
every decent Am erican . . .

“ We hold no b rie f fo r the T ro t- 
skyites and have d iffe re d  deeply 
w ith  them on most concrete is ­
sues. B u t we th in k  them u n ju s t­
ly  and u n fa ir ly  condemned, the 
v ic tim s  of a cheap b it  of labor 
po litics. I t  is a crim e to send 
them  to  ja i l  because they be­
lieve in the  p rinc ip les  o f the 
Com m unist M anifesto. B u t  a 
greater crim e is the in ju ry  done 
to the B il l of R ights by th e ir  pros­
ecution and by the dangerous 
precedents established, f r o m  
w hich the cou rt has averted its  
face.”

L U C E  P U B L IC A T IO N S
W hile  Time Magazine (Jan. 17)

specifica lly and correc tly  states 
th a t the 18 T ro ts k y is t leaders 
“ were convicted o f sed ition ,no t be­
cause o f any o ve rt act, b u t because 
they  believe in  the  p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion ,”  its  fe llo w  Luce pub­
lica tion , L ife  m agazine, in  its  
Jan. 17 issue a ttem pts  its  own 
d ir ty  l i t t le  fram eup by  bracketing  
the T ro tsky is ts  w ith  the recently 
ind ic ted A m erican fascists. The 
Socia list W orkers  P a r ty  im ­
m edia te ly sent to  the L ife  editors 
a te legram  o f p ro test aga inst th is  
am algam .

The newspapers of the T w in  C i­
ties published extensive news re­
ports and numerous photographs 
of the circumstances a ttend ing the 
ja il in g  o f the 15 prisoners who 
were taken in to  custody a t M in ­
neapolis. They re fra ined however 
from  ed ito ria l comment on the 
consum m ation of Roosevelt and 
T ob in ’s fram eup o f the T ro ts k y ­
is t and team ste r leaders. A  con­
spicuous and honorable exception 
was the independent Negro news­
paper, St. P au l Recorder, which 
reprin ted PM ’s e d ito r ia l pro test 
against the refusal of the U. S. 
Supreme Court to hear the case 
of the 18.

Roosevelt Calls On Congress To 
Adopt Forced Labor Legislation

[Unloads Upon Labor His Owa 
Failure To Curb Inflation

Fram ed  T ro tsky is t Leaders E n te r J a il

AMERICAN LABOR PARTY TORN 
BY BITTER CLIQUE CONFLICT

N E W  Y O RK C IT Y  — A bitter 
unprincipled clique fight for con­
trol of the American Labor Party  
in New York has reached the 
stage where rival gang's of labor 
fakers now threaten to tear the 
party asunder, divide the political 
strength of the New York work­
ers and discredit the very con­
ception of independent labor 
political action.

The Rose-Dubinsky-Social-Dem­
ocra tic  w ing, w h ich  contro ls the 
A LP State Executive Committee, 
announced last Saturday th a t it  
in tends to enter its  own slate in 
the fo rthcom ing  A p r il P arty  p r im ­
a ry  elections to contest the slate 
o f the H illm a n -S ta lin is t faction 
which is t ry in g  to seize the p a rty ’s 
apparatus.

No d ifference of program  d iv ­
ides the two contending groups. 
B oth factions have been equally 
se rv ile  supplicants fo r  Roosevelt's 
fa vo r, v y in g  to prove which is the 
m ost reactionary  and m ost e ffi­
c ien t in  shack ling  the w orkers to 
the Roosevelt w a r machine.

Aside from  th e ir  rab id ly  red­
b a itin g  opposition to  the S ta lin ­
is t,  the on ly  cla im  the Dubinsky- 
Socia l-Dem ocratic fac tio n  can 
make in  its  own fa v o r is th a t 
i t  has served the Roosevelt ma­
chine longer and more consistent­

ly  than the S ta lin is ts , who had a 
22 m onth lapse d u rin g  the period 
of the S ta lin -H itlc r pact.

O P E N  W A R F A R E
The move to prec ip ita te  open 

w arfare through contending p r im ­
a ry  slates is the State Executive 
Committee's counter to Sidney 
H illm a n ’s u ltim a tum  tha t the 
pa rty  s truc tu re  be changed from  
an in d iv id u a l membership basis 
to a trade-union basis, w ith  rep­
resentation in  the leading bodies 
according to proportiona l member­
ship strength.

H illm an’s so-called “ United 
Proposal” rests upon a formally 
correct organizational conception 
of how a labor party should be 
built. However he and his Stalin­
ist allies are motivated not by 
consideration for strengthening 
the A LP  structure but by reac­
tionary aims. Since Hillman and 
the Stalinists control most of the 
state and local CIO  unions, the 
acceptance of his proposal would 
ensure his coalition’s control of 
the ALP.

H illm a n  desires to co rra l the 
A LP  machine fo r t ile  benefit of 
bis CIO P o litica l A ction  Com m it­
tee, established w ith  the in te n t

15 of the 18 Socialist Workers Party and Minneapolis Truckdrivers 
approached the entrance of the Hennepin County Jail, Minneapolis, 
prisons. The 14 men are now imprisoned in thé federal penitentia 
prison for women at Alderson, W. Va. The other three prisoners

Local 544-CIO leaders pause for a moment on Dec. 31 as they 
where they spent three days before final incarceration in federal 

ry at Sandstone, Minn. Grace Carlson is confined in the federal 
are in the federal penitentiary a t Danbury, Conn.

CIO Political Action Heads 
Hold Do-Nothing Conference

B y A r t  P re is
NEW  YORK C ITY — A bevy 

of CIO big-wigs and Roosevelt- 
ian politicos, including Philip 
Murray, R. J. Thomas, Sidney 
Hillman, Walter Reuther and 
Vice-President I Icnry Wallace, 
at a conference of the CIO Po­
litical Action Committee last 
Friday and Saturday in New 
York’s swank Park Central Ho­
tel, churned the air w ith orato­
ry deploring the depressing 
post-war prospects for Amer­
ican labor.

For two solid days they beat 
their gums vigorously and at 
length, expounding their sundry 
blue-prints for ensuring fu ll 
employment and security at the 
termination of m ilitary conflict. 
They all agreed that cessation of 
hostilities threatens the A m eri­
can working-class with catas­
trophic economic breakdown and 
unemployment. They all agreed 
th a t “something ought to be done 
about it ,” and that the problem 
could not be le ft to the Big Busi­
ness masters of the country.

B ut in  spite of a ll th e ir  w indy  
palaver, none of these “ labor

(Continued on page 3)

Who Comforts 
Hitler?

Despite Gen. M arshall’s 
slanderous anti-labor charge 
that strikes and threats of 
strike have provided H itler  
with a powerful propaganda 
weapon, the Nazi radio has 
maintained a studied silence 
about the coal, ra il and steel 
wage conflicts. However, the 
Nazis not only anticipated 
K o o s c v  e lt’s Congressional 
message, but derived from it  
public comfort and justifica­
tion for their slave labor 
regime.

Radio B e rlin , as recorded on 
Jan. 11 in New  Y o rk  C ity  by 
CBS, trum peted:

“ Roosevelt is now go ing to 
announce details o f the  com­
pu lsory un iversa l sen-ice act 
in  h is message to Congress 
and propose the in troduc tion  
o f un ive rsa l service in  the 
U n ited  States.

“ Thus Roosevelt once more 
tr ie s  to im ita te  a N a tiona l 
Socia list measure which has 
proven its e lf  fo r  more than ten 
years in  the Reich.”

Jealous H itle r does not in­
tend to let “democratic” 
Roosevelt take credit for one 
the Fuehrer’s most prized in­
ventions.

statesmen”  offered a so lita ry  pro­
posal fo r e ffective p o lit ic a l action 
by the workers to  achieve th e ir  
laudable aims.

F U L L  E M P L O Y M E N T
"F u l l em ployment is the para­

m ount issue fac ing the na tion ,”  
keynoted Sidney H illm a n , cha ir­
man of the committee.

R. J. Thomas, U n ite d  A u tom o­
bile W orkers president, ponder­
ously opined th a t the Am erican 
people faced tw o  a lte rna tives, a 
h igher standard o f l iv in g  than 
before o r the “ w orst depression 
and the longest breadlines ever 
seen in  th is  country-”  He was 
ready to vote against the second 
a lte rna tive .

W a lte r Reuther, UAW  vice-pres­
ident, who is long on blue-prin ts 
but sho rt on methods of rea liz ing  
them, presented his la test stream ­
lined scheme fo r  ge tting  labor, the 
corporations and th e ir  government 
agents, in to  a cozy fa m ily  c ircle. 
He called fo r “ Peace Production 
Boards”  o f labor, management 
and governm ent to w ork  ou t plans 
fo r reconverting  in d u s try  from  
w ar to peace production w ith o u t 
loss o f employment. The previous 
“ Reuther P lan,”  modeled on s im ­
i la r  lines fo r speedy conversion of 
peace-time in d u s try  in to  w a r prod­
uction, gathered dust three years 
ago in  the waste baskets o f the 
governm ent B ig  Business agents.

M U R R A Y ’S SPEECH
Touch ing on m ore cu rre n t is ­

sues, CIO President M u rra y  m an­
aged to pontifica te a t length 
against Roosevelt's proposal fo r 
a na tiona l forced labor d ra ft w ith ­
ou t so much as m ention ing the 
President’s name.

M urray’s touching regard for 
Roosevelt’s sensibilities a n d  
prestige was evoked in part by 
the presence of Vice-President 
Wallace, Roosevelt's chore-boy, 
an honored guest of the con­
ference.

Just a fte r Roosevelt had an­
nounced h is national forced labor 
plan, in the m idst o f his open and 
ruth less d rive  to in c ite  the armed 
forces against the labo r move­
ment, the CIO leaders could find 
no more appropria te  figure from  
whom, in  the words of H illm a n , 
they could “ take counsel,”  than 
th is  apologist fo r  the Roosevelt 
regime.

W allaco unburdened h im se lf of 
a le ng th y  w h ite-w ash o f Roose­
ve lt, who has had to  do “ m any 
th in gs  which some o f us have 
no t been able to  understand.”  
...„Thus Roosevelt condescended to 
permit his “ farm agent” and of­
fice boy to spread some reassur-

(Continued on page 4)

Browder And 
J. P. Morgan

F rom  the  T e x t of E a r l 
B row der’s R eport to  the  N a ­
tion a l Com m ittee o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  a t its  m eeting 
in  New  Y o rk  C ity  on Jan. 7-9.

“ We shall have to be prepar­
ed to break with anyone that 
refuses to support and fight 
for the realization of the 
Teheran Agreement and the 
Anglo-Soviet-American coali­
tion. We must be prepared to 
give the hand of cooperation 
and fellowship to everyone who 
fights fo r the realization of 
this coalition. I f  J. P. Morgan 
supports this coalition and 
goes down the line for it, I  as 
a Communist am prepared to 
clasp his hand and join with  
him to realize it. Class divi­
sions or political groupings 
have no significance now ex­
cept as they reflect one side 
or the other side of the issue.”

O N  G UARD!
Under the heading, “AMG En­

courages Pro-Nazi Trotskyites,” 
the D a i ly  Worker,  Jan. 10, pub­
lishes a violent diatribe against 
alleged “Trotskyites” in  Ita ly , 
claiming they are aiding the Nazis 
w ith “Anti-Soviet, anti-United Na­
tions propaganda.”

A careful perusal of the names 
of the alleged “Trotskyites” rev- 
oals some to be well-known Social- 
Democratic supporters of the A l­
lies, while others are unknown to 
labor circles in this country. They 
are all, however, undoubtedly pol­
itical opponents of the Stalinists.

The a rtic lo  ends up w ith  the 
fo llo w in g  s in is te r note:

“ I f  the dem ocratic elements in 
I ta ly  are allowed fu l l  freedom of 
expression and action through 
th e ir  un ited  Committee of Na­
tio n a l L ibe ra tion , they w i l l  find 
a way to expose and ■wipe out a ll 
treasonous elements w hether they 
parade under the banner of Ben­
ito  M usso lin i o r o f Leon T ro ts k y .”

This is a none-too-delicate in­
timation that the Kremlin wants 
to unloose a GPU terror and 
assassination drive against anti- 
Stalinists in Ita ly , similar to the 
murders and frameups of revolu­
tionists committed during the 
Spanish Civil W ar. The Italian  
workers and anti-fascist labor 
organizations must be on guard 
and prepared to repel with utmost 
vigor G PU terror and assassina­
tions threatened against Italian  
working-class political opponents 
of Stalinism .

Largest U. S. Bank 
Indicted In Nazi 
Trade Conspiracy

NEW  YORK C IT Y  — Chase 
National Bank, world’s largest 
commercial bank and financial 
heart o f the gigantic Rockefeller 
and Standard Oil interests, was 
indicted by a Federal Grand 
Jury in New York last Wednes­
day for violation of the Trading 
with the Enemy Act and con­
spiracy.

The charges, brought by the 
Department of Justice, are based 
on evidence that this m ulti- billitfn 
dollar financial octopus, whose 
direct and indirect control ex­
tends into hundreds of America’s 
biggest war industries and cor­
porations, knowingly facilitated  
the transfer of blocked Axis 
funds to finance the sale and 
smuggling of industrial diamonds 
to Nazi Germany and Japan.

A ltho ug h  W in th ro p  W . A ld rich , 
cha irm an o f the bank’s board o f

(Continued on page 3)

President's 5-Point Program Like Former 
7-Point Program Reveals Anti-Labor Bias

B y C. Thom as

R ooseve lt’ s message to  congress re q ue s tin g  the  
a d o p tio n  o f  “ a n a tio n a l se lective serv ice  ac t”  to  o u t­
law  s trike s  was the  c u lm in a tio n  o f  weeks o f  a care ­
fu l ly  p lanned  cam paign  d ire c te d  against the  tra de  
un ions . T he  cam paign  was in it ia te d  im m e d ia te ly  u po n  
the  P re s id en t’ s re tu rn  f ro m  the  C a iro  and T ehe ran  
confe rences. P a rt o f  the  b u ild -u p  was R ooseve lt’ s 
spectacu lar ac tion  o rd e r in g  the  a rm y  to  seize the  r a i l ­
roads. T h is  contrasts w ith  h is  p re v io u s  actions in  the  
coal s tr ike s  w here  he in s tru c te d  a c iv il ia n  agency, the  
fu e ls  a d m in is tra to r, to  
take  o ve r c o n tro l.

F o llo w in g  the  seizure 
o f  the ra ilro a d s  by the  a r­
m y  cam e G enera l M a r­
sh a ll’ s in fa m o u s  a ttack  
u p o n  o rgan ized  la b o r 
w h ich  the  A rm y  and  Navy  
J o u rn a l revealed  was d i­
re c tly  in s p ire d  by  Roose­
ve lt. T h e n  f ro m  one end
of the country to the other, day 
in and day out, the kept press 
spewed forth a steady stream of 
poisonous propaganda calculated 
to whip up a lynch hysteria 
against the unions. W ith  the 
ground thus prepared, w ith  “ pub­
lic opinion* thus regimented be­
hind the “demand” for punitive 
action against labor, Roosevelt 
delivered his message to Congress.

5 -P O IN T  PRO G RAM
In  h is  message, Roosevelt pres­

ented a five-point program  w hich 
included: (1) " A  rea lis tic  tax
law  —  which w i l l  tax a ll unreas­
onable pro fits ,”  (2) “ A  con tinua­
tio n  of the law  fo r  renegotia tion 
of w a r contracts,”  (3) “ A  cost 
of food law ,”  (4) “ E a rly  reenact­
m ent o f the s tab iliza tion  sta tute 
of October 1942,”  and (5) “ A  na­
tio n a l service law .”  “ These five 
measures,”  Roosevelt added, “ to ­
ge ther fo rm  a ju s t and equitable 
whole. I  would n o t recommend a 
service law  unless the o ther laws 
were passed to keep down the 
cost o f liv in g , to share equitab ly 
the burdens of taxa tion , to hold 
the s tab iliza tion  line , and to  prev­
ent undue p ro fits .”

A fte r  he had delivered h is  mes­
sage, Roosevelt summoned P h ilip  
M u rra y  and W ill ia m  areen to the 
W hite  House fo r  a “ conference.”

He confronted the leaders of the 
A F L  and CIO w ith  the u ltim a ­
tum : e ithe r to endorse a N ationa l 
Service A c t or face drastic  a n ti­
s tr ik e  leg is la tion  by Congress. 
“The labor chiefs,” says the N .Y . 
Post “asked for assurance that 
the rest of the President’s prog- 
ram--calling for higher taxes, con­
trol of profits, food price subsid­
ies, and continuance of the stab­
ilization program —  would be ap­
proved. M r. Roosevelt replied 
that he was unable to  give that 
assurance.” Roosevelt, who can 
hardly be considered a political 
infant, was only too welt aware 
of the reception his “five-point 
program” would receive in con­
gress.
A U S T IN ’S A M E N D M E N T

On the  same day th a t Roos­
evelt subm itted h is  message to 
Congress, Senator A u s tin  in tro d ­
uced an amended version o f his 
na tiona l service act. The heart 
o f the measure lies in  the fo llow ­
in g  prov is ions: “ E very  person
assigned to service under th is  act 
sha ll receive the compensation 
and w o rk  the hours applicable to 
the k in d  of w o rk  w h ich  he o r 
she is required to perform  in  the 
place o f em ploym ent to w h ich he 
o r  she is assigned,”  and the b il l 
then provides th a t every person 
so assigned "sh a ll have the r ig h t  
to jo in  any un ion o r organ ization 
o f employes, bu t no such person 
shall be obliged to join such union 
or organization.”

I f  such leg is la tion  is enacted, 
i t  is  clear th a t every closed shop 
o r even modified closed shop un­
ion  con tract w i l l  be nu llified . Un­
der the act, workers can he moved 
from  one in d u s try  to another, 
from  one section of the coun try  
to another, and w i l l  be compelled

(Continued on page 2)

Browder's Speech And 
The Struggle For Socialism

B y  The E d ito rs
Many sincere Stalinist workers have recon­

ciled themselves to the previous twists and turns 
of the Communist P arty: the pact w ith  H itler, 
the kowtowing to Roosevelt, the policy of strike­
breaking, etc., as maneuvers necessary to defend 
the Soviet Union. They may even have accepted 
the dissolution of the Comintern, the discarding 
of “The Internationale” as regrettable conces­
sions to appease Roosevelt and Churchill with  
whom Stalin is allied. But they could swallow 
these criminal betrayals only because they 
assumed and were assured in private i f  not in  
public that they were temporary expedients and 
that the Communist party still aimed and fought 

Tor world socialism.
The pro jected d isso lu tion o f the Com m unist 

P a rty  has undoubtedly g iven these w orkers a 
v io len t shock and raised serious questions in  
th e ir  m inds about the  na tu re  and d irection  o f 
the S ta lin is t movement. The cyn ica l and b ru ta l 
bureaucratic  method by wh ich the Com m unist 
P a rty  lias been liqu ida ted, the to ta l re jec tion  o f 
a ll soc ia lis t ideas and aim s and the ab ject sur­
render to  cap ita lism  and its  po litica l parties 
serve to  reveal the rea l reac tionary  fea tu res o f 
S ta lin ism  and to  c lear up fa lse impressions. The 
d isso lu tion  dem onstrated th a t the Com m unist 
P a rty  is in  no respect a genuine w o rke r’s p a rty  
w ith  any ran k  and file  democracy de te rm in ing  
its  policies and c o n tro llin g  its  leaders b u t sole ly 
an agency used by  S ta lin ’s bureaucra tic  clique

to  prom ote the reac tiona ry  a im s o f its  na tion a l­
is t  fo re ig n  po licy.

Browder and Foster upon Stalin’s orders 
simply announced at a public mass meeting the 
prospective burial of the party without bothering 
to previously inform or consult their members. 
The capitalist press received the news before 
the members of the Communist Party.

The S ta lin is t bureaucrats have become so 
crude and callous in  th e ir  be traya ls  th a t they 
assume th a t th e ir  ranks w i l l  to le ra te  a n y th in g  
and eve ry th in g  they  dish out. B u t they  m ay find  
i t  more d if f ic u lt  to  ram  th is  new “ tu rn ”  down the 
th ro a ts  o f th in k in g  S ta lin is t w orkers. The 
A m erican  Com m unist P a rty  is  be ing dissolved 
a t a tim e  when the  Soviet U n ion  is scoring co l­
ossal v ic to ries  and has gained enormous pres­
t ig e  among the  masses everywhere; a t a tim e  
when the em ployers ana th e ir  agents have 
launched a te r r if ic  a tta ck  aga inst the  A m erican 
w orkers. T h in k in g  S ta lin is ts  m ust n a tu ra lly  be 
ask ing  th is  question: W hy  m ust the  Com m un­
is t  P a rty  be g iven up now under these condi­
tions ?

The only explanation that can make sense, 
despite Browder’s alibis, is that the Stalinist 
Party is nothing but a pawn in Stalin ’s deal 
w ith the Anglo-American capitalists. This is 
confirmed by an analysis of Browder’s crude 
arguments or alibis for this new turn in Stalin­
ist policy.

(Continued on page 2)



The Stalinists And The Fight For Socialism
(Continued from  page 1)

B row der bases a ll his argum ents in de­
fense o f the d isso lu tion upon the agree­
ments o f Teheran, Cairo and Moscow. “ The 
answer to  a ll o ther questions w ill depend, 
in  the fina l analysis, upon the judgm ent 
made o f Teheran,”  he says in his Madison 
Square Garden speech. Accord ing to B row ­
der, Teheran ushered in  an unexpected new 
period in w orld  h is to ry  which w ill b ring  
la s tin g  peace, economic well-being- and so­
c ia l re form s. “ The Teheran Declaration 
which was signed by C hurch ill, Roosevelt 
and the g rea t M a rx is t S ta lin  represents 
the on ly  p rogram  in  the in te res t o f the 
to il in g  masses o f the whole w o rld  fo r  the 
next period. . . There is no o ther w ay fo r  
the w o rld . . .”  (D a ily  W orker, Jan. 13.)

T h is  eva luation o f the Teheran con fe r­
ence is fa lse  to the core. The parleys o f 
Roosevelt, C hurch ill and S ta lin  have been 
shrouded in such secrecy and silence th a t 
n e ithe r B row der nor the rest o f hum an ity  
knows precise ly w hat agreements were con­
cluded. W hereas the Bolsheviks under Lenin 
and T ro tsky  not on ly  condemned secret 
dip lom acy bu t published the secret trea ties  
o f the im peria lis ts , S ta lin  practices the most 
brazen kind o f secret d ip lom acy and keeps 
hidden his deals w ith  the A ng lo -A m erican  
cap ita lis ts .

Secret D ip lo m a cy
W hy have Roosevelt, C hurch ill and S ta lin

refused to  publish th e ir  d ip lom atic  deci­
sions? Because they cannot stand the 
scru tiny  o f the peoples o f the world . The 
ru le rs  o f the ca p ita lis t powers p lo tted w ith  
S ta lin , not freedom and p ro spe rity  fo r  the 
peoples o f the w orld , Im t th e ir  fu r th e r  im ­
poverishm ent and enslavement. They con­
spired to  preserve, strengthen and stab ilize 
cap ita lism  and to s trang le  and suppress any 
revo lu tiona ry  movements in  Europe and 
Asia. As a guarantee o f his pledge S ta lin  
has already junked the Com m unist In ­
te rna tiona l and now he has ordered the 
disso lu tion o f the Am erican Communist 
P a rty . T h is  is the real m eaning o f Teheran. 
T h is  is the rea l m otive behind the dissolu­
tion  o f the Com m unist P arty .

L e n in  On C ap ita lism
B row der however ins is ts  th a t as a resu lt 

o f Teheran “ C ap ita lism  and socialism  have 
begun to find the way to  peaceful co­
existence and co llabora tion in the same 
w o rld .”  T h is  is the absolute opposite o f 
Len in ’s view  tha t the two social systems are 
fundam enta lly  an tagon is tic  and are en­
gaged in life -and-dca th  s trugg le  w ith  each 
other. In Novem ber 1918 Len in  w ro te : 
“ A ng lo -F rench and A m erican im peria lism  
w ill in e v ita b ly  s trang le  the independence 
and freedom o f Russia unless w orld -w ide so­
c ia lis t revo lu tion , unless w orld -w ide  Bolshe­
vism , conquers.”  Lenin repeated fo r  the hun- 
d re th  tim e  in 1920: “ We have now passed

from  w ar to  peace. B u t we have no t fo rg o t­
ten tha t w ar w ill come again. So long as both 
cap ita lism  and socialism  rem ain, we cannot 
live  in  peace. E ith e r  the one o r the o ther in  
the long run w ill conquer. There w ill be a 
fun e ra l chant fo r the Soviet Republic o r 
fo r  w o rld  cap ita lism .”  T h is  is w r itte n  as i f  
to  answer B row der tw en ty  three years in  
advance.

The unde rly ing  and irrepressib le  antagon­
ism between the Soviet Republic and the 
im p e ria lis t w o rld  has already begun to 
m anifest its e lf  anew over the Polish border 
question.

N a tio na l U n ity
The reactionary  po licy  o f the Com m unist 

P a rty  has been sold to the S ta lin is t w o rk ­
ers on the assum ption th a t i t  was dicta ted 
by the needs o f defending the Soviet Union 
and would on ly  last fo r  the du ra tion  o f the 
war. Now Brow der declares th a t support o f 
the c a p ita lis t system and submission to B ig  
Business is no tem po ra ry  emergency 
measure bu t a long te rm  prog ram  and per­
spective. He calls fo r  “ the con tinuation  o f 
na tiona l u n ity  in to  the post-w ar period fo r  
long term s o f years.”

As every advanced w o rke r knows, B ig  
Business, under cover o f “ N a tiona l U n ity ,”  
has launched th rough  its  governm enta l 
agents, a ferocious offensive aga inst the 
labo r movement. I t  has a lready imposed 
in to le rab le  taxes, skyrocke ting  prices, re ­

pressive leg is la tion  and w age-freezing upon 
the w orkers w h ile  the corporations pile up 
unprecedented p ro fits . B ig  Business is even 
beginn ing to subsidize fascist groups as did 
the m onopolists in Germ any and Ita ly . 
M a rx is ts  know tha t fascism is a product o f 
decaying cap ita lism . T h is  tru th  has been 
verified by the experiences in Germany and 
Ita ly . In  the face o f these te rr ib le  th rea ts 
to labor, B row der proposes “ na tiona l u n ity ”  
w ith  B ig  Business. He thus helps monopoly- 
capita lism  in  its  cam paign against labor—  
and the labor movement, let it  be rem em ­
bered, is the m ain b u lw a rk  o f democracy in 
the U n ited States and the best safeguard 
o f the Soviet Union.

Free E n te rp rise
Brow der calls upon the w orkers to  sup- 

p o rt “ free enterprise,”  th a t is  the new fancy 
name' fo r  monopoly' cap ita lism . A lthough 
p re -w ar experience has taught the w orkers 
th a t B ig  Business cannot prevent mass un ­
em ploym ent, B row der looks to the cap ita lis ts  
to “ find the solution in order to keep th e ir  
p lan ts opera ting .”  A n y  w o rke r fa m il ia r  w ith  
the A B C ’s knows th a t M arx ism  teaches and 
sc ientific  socialism  bases its e lf  upon the 
tru th s  th a t cap ita lism  cannot g ive prospe­
r ity ,  peace and progress to  the w o rk ing  
masses but in e v ita b ly  produces exp lo ita tion , 
unem ploym ent, wars, reactionary  d ic ta to r­
ships, im poverishm ent o f the m any fo r  the 
p ro fit o f the few . The T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l

was organized by Lenin and T ro ts k y  and 
(he Am erican Com m unist P a rly  was found­
ed in order to  dissem inate these ideas and 
to  s trugg le  fo r socialism  as the on ly way 
out o f the cris is  o f the ca p ita lis t system.

E ve ry  in te llig e n t Com m unist P a rty  mem­
ber m ust ask h im se lf: i f  cap ita lism  can 
give fu ll em ploym ent, insure progress, 
prevent wars, then the fig h t fo r  socialism  
is a u top ia , then M arx  was w rong , then 
Len in ’s whole life -w o rk  was a m istake. B u t 
advanced w orkers know th a t M arx  was 
r ig h t, th a t Lenin was r ig h t,  th a t cap ita lism  
is in a b lind  a lley and cannot solve the 
problem s o f hum an ity .

Servants o f  C ap ita lism
A ll th a t has happened is tha t the S ta lin ­

is t bureaucrats have crowned th e ir  be trayals 
and in fa m y  against the w o rk in g  class, by 
now openly p roc la im ing  themselves as ser­
vants and supporters o f cap ita lism , by 
openly' avow ing th e ir  aim s to  a tte m p t to 
rescue a bloody and ba nkru p t c a p ita lis t 
system.

B row der’s proposals, exclaim s the Daily- 
W orke r (.Tan. 12), are the resu lt o f “ a 
creative M arx ism , unhampered by r itu a l and 
mechanical o rthodoxy— the free  M a rx is t 
m ind a t w ork .”  They are c e rta in ly  no t 
hampered by any lo y a lty  to the w o rk in g  
class o r the s trugg le  fo r  socialism . In 
re a lity , they are no th ing  but eyewash to 
hoodwink the w orkers and to smokescreen

the sham eful S ta lin is t surrender to B ig  
Business. They are a repud ia tion  o f M a rx ­
ism, o f Lenin ism .

The re vo lu tio n a ry  doctrines o f M a rx , 
“ the legacy o f Len in ”  which B row der hypo­
c r it ic a lly  re fe rs  to, as w e ll as the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  tra d itio n s  o f the pioneer years o f 
Am erican Com m unism  are today the  ideas, 
the legacy and the tra d it io n  on ly o f ou r 
movement. We T ro ts k y is ts  no t on ly preach 
these ideas, we practice them .

The same week in  w h ich B row der an­
nounced fo rm a l d isso lu tion to  the  CP 
and pledged allegiance to  A m erican c a p ita l­
ism, 18 leaders o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  were p u t behind bars by Roosevelt 
because, as th e ir  in d ic tm en t states, they 
propagated the ideas o f “ The Com m unist 
M an ifes to ,”  because the y  believe in  the 
doctrines o f Lenin and the Bolsheviks, and 
fo u g h t to establish a W orkers  and Farm ers 
Governm ent in the U n ited  States. T ha t is  
the d iffe rence between S ta lin ism  and 
T ro tsky ism .

We do not believe th a t the sincere S ta lin ­
is t workers w ant to go back to cap ita lism , 
to become speed-up a rtis ts  and s tr ik e  
breakers. We believe they want to rea lize 
the ideas o f M arx  and Lenin. To these w o rk ­
ers, we say : on ly the T ro tsky is ts  stand fo r  
these ideas and fig h t fo r  them. Join w ith  
us in the fig h t against cap ita lism  and fo r  
socialism .

^RADE UNIONI 
IT  NOTES li\J

B y M a rve l S ch o ll

The three opera ting  ra ilw a y  
unions w h ich had refused to sub­
m it th e ir  wage dispute to  Roose­
v e lt fo r  a rb itra tio n , have reached 
an agreem ent by d irec t nego tia­
tions w ith  the ra ilw a y  carrie rs . 
The agreem ent embodies the same 
wage, overtim e and vacation p ro ­
visions contained in  the contract 
signed by the tw o  opera ting 
brotherhoods who had broken 
ranks and subm itted to Roose­
v e lt ’s u ltim a tum . The agreem ent 
is also re troac tive  to December 27 
and in  add ition  contains a clause 
which provides th a t w ith  the ex­
ception o f overtim e, expense away 
fro m  home and vacation pay, the 
con tra c ting  “ pa rties  are no t re ­
s tric ted  fro m  ta k in g  action a t any 
tim e  to change basic rates o f pay 
o r to  amend e x is ting  ru les o r to 
propose new- ru les.”  T h is  la s t p ro­
vis ion is a pro tection against the 
wage freez ing  clause contained in 
Roosevelt’s a rb itra t io n  aw ard to 
the o ther tw o  opera ting  unions, 
and represents a v ind ica tion  of 
th e ir  re fusa l to abide by the o r ig ­
in a l award.

The 15 non-operating unions 
reached an agreem ent Jan. 18 
w ith  the ra ilw a y  carrie rs  w h ich 
provides fo r  a s lid in g  scales pay 
increase of 9 to 11 cents an hour, 
Fred Vinson, Roosevelt’s economic 
s tab iliza tion  d irector, announced 
th a t he w i l l  approve the agree­
ment. Roosevelt thereupon an­
nounced th a t he was n o tify in g  
Secretary of W ar Stimson to 
w ith d ra w  governm enta l opera­
t io n  of the ra ilroads.

The present wage agreement 
represents a m arked im provem ent 
over the o r ig in a l governm enta l 
award of 4 to 10 cents an hour.

* v *
Last Novem ber when the U n i­

ted Steel W orkers  Un ion announc­
ed th a t i t  was opening a ll con­
trac ts  w ith  the steel in d u s try  to 
demand a 17 cents per hour in ­
crease fo r  700,000 members, the 
steel in d u s try  sent up a how l of 
po ve rty  w h ich m ig h t w e ll have 
w ru n g  the he a rt o f a stone. Ben­
ja m in  Fairless, president o f U . S. 
Steel acted as spokesman fo r  the 
in d u s try . He said th a t the indus­
t r y ,  and p a r tic u la r ly  his own 
company, was opera ting  on a 
shoestring o f p ro f it ,  in  order to  
“ m a in ta in  wage levels w ith  the 
cost o f l iv in g  and to  fu r th e r  the 
w a r e f fo r t . ”  Roosevelt im m edia te­
ly  assured Fa irless th a t should 
the w orkers be granted any in ­
creases, the O PA would g ran t 
commensurate price increases fo r 
steel.

Last week the U n ited  Steel

N O T IC E  T O  

SUBSCRIBERS
A ccord ing to  posta l regu la ­

tions, you r address is no t com­
plete unless i t  shows the posta l 
zone number. F o r exam ple: 
The M il ita n t ’s zone num ber is 
New  Y o rk  3, N . Y . The postal 
au tho ritie s  are now in s is tin g  
th a t th is  reg u la tion  be carried 
ou t in  the m a ilin g  o f The M il i­
ta n t. Check the w rapper in 
w h ich  The M il ita n t  is m ailed 
to  you and i f  the zone num ber 
is no t included, be sure to  send 
i t  to us a t once, to  assure de­
liv e ry  o f you r paper.

Send the zone num ber to : 
Business M anager,
116 U n ive rs iy  Place,
New Y o rk  3, N . Y .

W orkers  Union released a few 
figu res  on p ro fits  in the steel in ­
dus try . F igures which give the 
lie to  M r. F a irless and prove tha t 
the in du s try  can “ a ffo rd ”  a 17 
cent increase fo r  the w orkers— 
w ith o u t an add itiona l bonanza 
from  Roosevelt’s OPA.

D u rin g  the four-year period 
from  1940 to 1943 the pro fits in 
steel were $1,206,000,000 of which 
$650,000,000 were excess profits, 
i.e. over and above the average 
yea rly  pro fits  fo r the period be­
tween 1936 and 1939.

U. S. Steel made $186.000,000 
from  1936-39. D u ring  the next 
fou r years they almost trip led  
those pro fits  to $431,584,000.

Bethlehem Steel’s pro fits  rose 
from  $75,480.000 between 1936-39 
to $159,409,000 between 1940-13.

Republic Steel also almost 
tr ip le d  its  pro fits  over the 1936-39 
period. D u rin g  these pre-war 
years they made “ on’.v”  $31.180,- 
000. F rom  1940 to 1943 they 
scooped in  $83,104,000.

General Casting Corporation, 
one of the sm alle r concerns, ne t­
ted $496.000 d u rin g  the fou r pre­
w ar years. In  the next fou r they 
“ earned”  $10,659.000. Or more 
than ten m illio n  do lla rs in  excess 
profits.
General Sherman once said “ W ar 

is he ll.”  A pp are n tly , he wasn’t 
th in k in g  about the steel kings.

* * *
A wave of s trikes in  the P itts ­

burgh area is sym ptom atic of the 
general unrest in  the labor move­
ment.

350 office workers and meter 
readers o f the Duquesne L ig h t Co. 
in  P ittsbu rgh  have been on a sit- 
down s tr ik e  in  the company’s o f­
fices fo r  (.lie past ten days. They 
are s tr ik in g  to force the removal 
of a supervisor they find i t  im ­
possible to w o rk  under. On Jan. 
14 the independent un ion t0 which 
these w orkers belong threatened 
a general u t i l i t y  s tr ik e  in  the c ity  
unless th e ir  demands were met.

On January 14 the garbage 
tru ck  d rive rs  in P ittsbu rgh , mem­
bers o f the A F L  Refuse D rive rs  
U nion, walked out fo r  the seventh 
tim e in three years. They arc de­
m anding a three cents per hour 
increase fo r  themselves and th e ir 
helpers.

* 4« *
A five day s tr ik e  in  the scarfers 

departm ent o f the C a rn e g ie -Illi-  
nois Steel Corp. p lan t a t P itts- 
bugh, over wage demands, has 
caused the shut-down of the hot 
m ill.

sj: :}:
S ix ty  three workers in the con­

tinuous annealing departm ent of 
the Leechbourgh m il l of the A l- 
legheny-Ludlum  Steel Co. at P itts ­
burgh walked out las t week to 
protest the company’s ju gg lin g  
w it l i  the w ork schedules.

* * *
A t  the M cKee’s Rock p lan t of 

the Pressed Steel Car Co. the 
w orkers s truck  last week against 
a speedup scheme introduced by 
the company.

* * *
On January 14 the s tr ik in g  em­

ployes of the c ity  of Philadelph ia 
w ate r and h ighw ay departments 
voted to stay on s tr ike  u n t il th e ir  
demands are met. They are de­
m anding a ten cents per hour in ­
crease.

The M ilitant
m ay now be purchased a t 

242 Broadway, San Diego, Cal.

15th Anniversary - $15,000 Fund
B y Rose K a rsn e r, D ire c to r

W riting from prison, James P. Cannon, National Secretary 
of the SWP says: “ I am anxious to hear how the 15th Anni­
versary Fund is coming along.” Then he adds: “ You should be 
careful not to crowd the branches too hard on this matter.”

1 wish prison regulations permitted me to write at length, 
telling him of the wonderful work each branch is doing in this 
campaign and explaining that the "crowding” 
is being done by the membership itself—not 
by us; that the individual pledges are being 
fulfilled eagerly in the spirit of a demonstra­
tion to the world that the SWP is a combat 
party; a serious party; a party in which each 
member considers himself a soldier in the 
proletarian army for socialism. As evidence,
1 w ill quote from the following letters:

l^CÖC

% o o o

appo

7 j0 0 o

€►,000

$000

FROM  T H E  B R A N C H E S  
Reading: “ We are sending $20 on our pledge.

The blows dealt us by the ru lin g  class cannot 
h a lt the t id a l wave o f the p ro le ta rian  arm y. We 
pledge our so lid a rity  w ith  the 18 heroic figh te rs .”

Toledo, A . W est: “ Enclosed find  $65 to f i l l  our 
quota. W e are glad to be able to do th is  ahead 
o f tim e, and i f  possible we shall send some more.
The response to  the Fund Cam paign by the 
o ther branches is g ra tify in g  and we look fo rw a rd  
to  a continued rise o f the the rm om eter.”

A kron , A . Swenson: “ Enclosed find paym ent 
on our quota. 1 expect th a t we w i l l  reach 50% 
or more by next week. The comrades here feel 
th a t we w i l l  fu l f i l l  our quota by o r before the 
exp ira tion  o f the Cam paign. Please send us the 
ou tline  fo r  the series o f lectures on the H is to ry  
o f T ro tsky ism .”

D e tro it, K a y : “ A ltho ug h  the enclosed check 
does no t b r in g  us up to 100% we w il l  keep 
pushing along and I am sure we w ill soon get 
there. We read the in s p ir in g  fa rew e ll speeches 
in the M ilita n t, and they made us feel proud o f 
our p a rty .”

M inneapolis, Chester I f . :  “ We are in  the
process o f g e ttin g  ourselves reorganized. As 
you know some b ig  gaps have been le ft  here 
since ou r comrades had to  go to prison. How ­
ever, a ll the comrades are in  good s p ir its  and 
T am confident we w ill he able to  hold the home 
fro n t and make a few  gains. We already have 
two new applications and expect more. The 
enclosed check is fo r  item s lis ted— stamps, sub­
scrip tions, January  S usta in ing  Fund and balance 
on our quota.”

Chicago, Belle : “ I t  ju s t seems to  take a w h ile  
to  g e t started , bu t I  th in k  th a t the paym ents w i l l  come in  much fas te r 
from  now on.”

Telegram  fro m  B il l G ray, B u ffa lo , N. Y . W E  A R E  O VER T H E  
TOP. M O RE SOON.
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O ur agent in  New Y o rk  reports  
th a t the New Y o rk  Local took 
fu l l  advantage o f the tw o  special 
6-page issues o f The M ilita n t 
which contained m a te ria l on the 
im prisonm ent o f the 18 comrades:

“ The two 6-page issues on the 
caso are h is to ric  ones, and we 
decided to d is tr ib u te  them  to as 
many New Y ork  w orkers as our 
forces would a llow . The firs t 
week we doubled ou r bundle or­
der. These d is tr ib u tio n s  were so 
successful th a t the second week 
we more than tr ip le d  our re g u la r 
order.

“ We d is tribu ted  m ost of the pa­
pers a t p la n t gates, h u t we also 
d is tribu ted  a t New Y ork  U n ive r­
s ity, at Negro organizations, in  
the garm ent area, and a t the Mad­
ison Square Garden m eeting th a t 
the S ta lin is ts  ca'led to announce 
the disso lu tion of the Communist 
P arty.

“ The response reported by the 
comrades on these d is tr ib u ­
tions was excellent. A t the Mad­
ison Square Garden and other 
S ta lin is t concentrations, the s tun­
ned CPers no t on ly  took the pa­

pers bu t we were able to sell 
pam phlets as we ll.

“ The d isso lu tion  o f the Com­
m unist P a rty  has had a deep­
go ing e ffec t on the ranks o f the 
C.P. and to make the most o f th is  
op po rtun ity , we are increasing 
our reg u la r bundle order again.”  

* * *
San Francisco continues its  

phenomenal subscrip tion drive. 
The agent w rite s : “ W ith  great
pleasure I  enclose a money order 
covering th irtee n  subscriptions... 
We ce rta in ly  couldn’t  expect any 
be tte r resu lts than w c have g o t­
ten .”

* *  *
The s treng th  o f our ideas is ex­

pressed by the fo llo w in g  le tte r 
from  England: “ Thank you so
much fo r the copy of ‘Socialism 
on T r ia l ’ and the very in te resting  
‘M ilita n ts ’ which contained m a t­
ter on the M inneapolis Labour 
T ria l.

“ Inc iden ta lly , since becoming in ­
terested in  th is  famous tr ia l,  I  
have severed m y re la tionsh ip  w ith  
the Young Com m unist League and 
I  am now a student o f T ro ts k y ­
ism .”

S C O R E B O A R D
Quota Paid Percent

N E W  H A V E N 50.00 75.00 150
S A N  FRANC ISC O 1,000.00 1,250.00 125
M IL W A U K E E 25.00 27.50 110
SAN DIEG O 100.00 100.00 100
A L L E N T O W N 25.00 25.00 100
T W IN  C IT IE S 1,000.00 1,000.00 100
TO LE D O 100.00 100.00 100
New Y o rk 2,500.00 2,354.00 94
Boston 300.00 282.00 94
D e tro it 2,000.00 1,830.00 92
B u ffa lo 300.00 257.50 86
N ew ark 300.00 240.00 80
M em bers-at-large 

and friends 800.00 617.75 77
Los Angeles 2,000.00 1,437.00 72
Reading 75.00 50.00 67
Ch ic.ago 2,000.00 1,119.38 56
Youngstown 200.00 100.00 50
Cleveland 200.00 100.00 50
Seattle 1,000.00 460.00 46
Bayonne 300.00 122.00 41
A kron 200.00 75.00 38
St. Louis 100.00 25.00 25
Philadelph ia 150.00 9.00 6
Rochester 50.00 0 0
Quakertown 25.00 0 0
F lin t 100.00 0 0
E ast Chicago 100.00 b 0

T O T A LS $11,656.29 78Gb

Roosevelt Wants 
Forced Labor Law

(Continued from  page 1)

to labor under w o rk in g  condi­
tions, hours and wages, establish­
ed by the governm ent bureau­
cra ts and the bosses. The open 
shop w i l l  again come in to  its  own, 
the boss w i l l  be m aster o f his 
slaves, p ro fits  w i l l  soar to new 
astronom ical he ights, the unions 
w il l  be im m easurably weakened.

The ren t hog, price gouger, 
sweatshop operator, banker and 
speculator w ill have entered Roos­
eve lt’s ca p ita lis t heaven resting  
upon- a he ll o f the “ blood, sweat 
and tea rs”  . o f worker-so ld iers, 
worker-slaves, w orker-w ives and 
m others. T ha t is the program  of 
the N a tion a l Association o f M an­
u factu re rs . now brazenly cham­
pioned by Roosevelt h im se lf.

Even such bred-in-tlie-bone b u r­
eaucrats as M u rra y  and Green 
gagged on Roosevelt’s proposal 
and found i t  im possible to swal­
low. A ll sections of the labor 
movement are unanim ous in  t l ic i r  
re jection of s’avo. labo r w ith  the 
exception of the S ta lin is t finks. 
H a rry  Bridges on the west coast 
and C urran on the east coast, 
both notorious S ta lin is t stooges, 
hastened to procla im  tHeir sup­
port. of the President’s “ five-point 
program ”  of forced labor ju s t as 
they had p rev iously  supported 
the “ seven po in t p rogram ”  of 
wage freezing.

Roosevelt’s act in  in v it in g  lead­
ers of the CIO and A F L  to a 
conference A F T E R  h is message 
was delivered to Congress revea’s 
his u tte r  contem pt fo r the spine­
less lackeys who stand at the 
head of the unions. In  spite of 
being buffeted, insulted, kicked 
around and hum ilia ted , the M u r­
rays. H illm ans and Greens cannot 
break w ith  the w ar machine. 
They rem ain the labo r lieutenan ts 
o f the ca p ita lis t class. Despite 
the f la g ra n t un ion-w recking po l­
icy o f the  A d m in is tra tio n  they 
o ffe r  no be tte r program  to  the 
w orkers than continued support o f 
Roosevelt.

H illm a n , head of the CIO Po'i- 
tica l A ction  Committee, tours the 
cou n try  s tum p ing  fo r  Roosevelt

and scu ttlin g  every move o f the 
w orkers tow ard  the organ ization 
o f labo r’s own po litica l p a rty . The 
hide-bound bureaucrats who rule 
the roost in  the A F L  have no th­
in g  better to o ffe r than a new 
ed ition  of Gompers’ “ company un­
io n ”  po litics .

In  h is sw ing to reaction Roos­
evelt knows he has l i t t le  to fear 
from  the cow ard ly un ion offic ia l- | 
dom. He takes th e ir  support fo r 
granted. In  an obvious attem pt I 
to broaden the base of his dw ind l- . 
ing  support, Roosevelt included 
in  li is  message a demagogic ap­
peal to the “ fixed income”  groups.

“ Increased wages or prices 
w il l , ”  he says, “ have a pa rticu ­
la r ly  disastrous resu lt on a ll fixed 
income groups,”  groups which in ­
clude “ teachers, clergy, policemen, 
firemen, w idows and m inors on 
fixed incomes, wives and depend­
ents of our soldiers and sailors, 
and old age pensioners. They 
and th e ir  fam ilies  add up to one- 
quarter of ou r 130,000.000.”  Wages 
have been frozen and Roosevelt 
has had, under the S tab iliza tion  
Act, the power to contro l prices. 
I t  is  precisely his fa ilu re  to  con­
t ro l prices which has resu lted in  
the continued rise in  the cost o f 
liv in g  and made o f his “ s tab iliza ­
tion  p rog ram ”  a m onstrous hoax. 
He now dem agogically tr ie s  to 
s h ift  the blame onto the unions.

As the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  
swings fu rth e r to reaction, the gap | 
th a t now separates the top un ion 
offic ia ldom  from  the rank and file 
w i l l  w iden in to  a yaw ning chasm. 
The low er sections of the leader­
ship, under the d irec t pressure 
of the ranks w ill come more and 
more in to  co n flic t w ith  the bu r­
eaucrats on top. T h is  process 
w i l l  im pel the die-hard fakers to 
lean more heavily  upon the gov­
ernm ent in  order to  m a in ta in  
th e ir  positions of power and p r iv i­
lege against the increasing hos­
t i l i t y  of the ranks. Roosevelt 
sprang to T ob in ’s aid in  M innea­
polis by his prosecution of the 
m il ita n t  leadership of Local 544.

B u t the A m erican w o rk ing  class, 
which has shown such boundless 
in it ia tiv e , courage and im ag ina ­
tion  in  countless s tr ik e  s trugg les 
w il l  b rin g  fo r th  a new leadership 
and a program  tha t w ill in ev ita b ly  
sweep the bureaucra tic  leeches 
in to  the lim bo o f h is to ry .

Pamphlets by Leon Trotsky
W ar and the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l

36 pages, paper ........................................................................... 10
In  Defense o f the Soviet Union

40 pages, p a p e r ............................................................................ 10
S ta lin ism  and Bolshevism

40 pages, paper ............................................................................10
Leon Sedoff

32 pages, paper ............................................................................10
T he ir M ora ls  and Ours

48 pages, paper ..........................................  20

Books by Leon Trotsky
In Defense o f M arx ism

(A g a in s t the P e tty-B ourgeo is O pposition)
210 pages, c lo th  .......................................  2.00

paper ...............................................................  1.50
Lessons o f October

125 pages, p a p e r .................................................................  .50
M y L ife

595 pages, cloth ...................................................................  5.00
3rd In te rn a tio n a l A f te r  Lenin

327 pages, c lo t h ...................................................................  2.00
W h ith e r France?

160 pages, c lo th  ........... 75
paper ...............................................................  .50

Other Books and Pamphlets
Assassination of Leon Trotsky

by A lbert Goldman
74 pages, p a p e r ......................................... 15

Case of Leon Trotsky, The
Dewey Commission
640 pages, cloth ................................................................. 3.00

paper .....................................   1-00
Defense Policy in the Minneapolis T ria l 

by Grandizo Munis & J. P. Cannon
64 pages, paper .................................   .20

End of the Comintern, T h e ...................................................................
by James P. Cannon 

Manifesto of the 4th International
36 pages, p a p e r ..............................................................................10

Fascism and Big Business......................................................................
by Daniel Guerin
376 pages, paper .................................................................  1.00

Special Sale Price .................................................... ' .75
Founding Conference of the 4th International

127 pages, p a p e r ........................................................................... 25
In Defense of Socialism 

by A lbert Goldman
95 pages, paper . . .  ....................................   .10

Manifesto of the 4th International on Im perialist W ar 
and the Proletarian Revolution

48 pages, p a p e r ...................    05
Manifesto of the 4th International to the Workers and 
Peasants of India

24 pages, paper ........................................................................... 05
M aritim e

by Frederick J. Lang
182 pages, p a p e r .......................................    1.00

Negroes in the Post-W ar World  
by A lbert Parker
16 pages, p a p e r ..............................................................................05

Struggle for a Proletarian Party, The
by James P. Cannon
320 pages, cloth .................................................................  2.00

paper ............................................................. 1.50
Struggle for Negro Equality, The

•by John Saunders and A lbert Parker
48 pages, p a p e r ..............................................................................10

Trade Union Problems 
by Farre ll Dobbs
44 pages, p a p e r ............................................................................. 10

W artim e Crimes of Big Business
by George Breitman
16 pages, p a p e r ............................................................................. 05

W hat Is Socialism? 
by A lbert Goldman
48 pages, paper .....................  10

W hy Did They Confess?
32 pages, paper ........................................................................... 10

Workers and the Second World W ar, The
by James P. Cannon
48 pages, p a p e r ..............................................................................10

Your Standard of Living— W hat’s Happening to It?
by C. Charles
32 pages, p a p e r ........................................... 05

O rder from

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S  

116  U n iv e rs ity  P lace New Y o rk  3 , N . Y .



The Real Teachings Of Lenin On The Role 
And Bankruptcy of Capitalist ‘Democracy’

in  the w ay o f o rgan iz ing  the 
revo lu tiona ry  w orkers o f Europe, 
above a ll o f G erm any, in to  a 
p a rty  capable o f ta k in g  power 
a fte r  the la s t w a r ? In  la rge  
measure, i t  was the  hypnosis o f 
bourgeois democracy. The Com­
m unist In te rn a tion a l at its  very 
b ir th  was confronted w ith  the 
necessity o f educating the ad­
vanced workers to  the counter­
revo lu tiona ry  ro le and bankrup t 
character o f th is  fo rm  o f ca p ita l­
is t rule. Len in ’s m ain w ork  fo r 
the F irs t  W orld  Congress o f the 
C om intern was to  d ra ft  the 
theses, directed to an exposure o f 
bourgeois democracy.

F o r example, in h is th ird  thesis 
o f 1919 Lenin f la t ly  declared th a t 
defense o f bourgeois democracy, 
under w hatever guise, was “ a 
d irec t be traya l o f socialism , an 
actual desertion to the side o f the 
bourgeoisie, the denial o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t’s r ig h t  to  its  own, 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion , the defense 
o f bourgeois re fo rm ism  precise ly 
a t the h is to rica l m om ent when 
bourgeois re fo rm ism  has crashed 
in to  dust th roughou t the  w orld , 
and when the w a r has created a 
revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion .”

F A C A D E  FO R D IC T A T O R S H IP
T hroughout its  existence in  

Len in ’s life tim e , the Com m unist 
In te rn a tion a l never suspended fo r  
a m om ent th is  task o f educating 
the w orkers to  the fa c t th a t 
bourgeois democracy was m erely 
a facade fo r  the class d ic ta to r­
ship o f the bourgeoisie; tha t w ith  
the decay o f cap ita lism  th is  fo rm  
o f ru le  became less and less 
tenable; th a t i f  the p ro le ta ria t 
lim ite d  its  s trugg le  to upho ld ing 
th is  “ democracy”  not on ly would 
they renounce th e ir  socia list 
fu tu re  o f progress, peace and 
p rosperity , bu t would lose every 
one o f th e ir e lem entary demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts  and find themselves 
under the m ost b ru ta l d ic ta to rsh ip  
and barbarism .

B u t aided by  the  Social 
Democrats, the  cap ita lis ts  suc­
ceeded a fte r  the la s t w a r in  keep­
in g  the masses shackled to 
ca p ita lis t democracy. In  1918-19 
the German w orkers gave the 
power to  th e ir  Social Dem ocratic 
leaders who im m ed ia te ly  handed 
i t  back to  the cap ita lis ts . W hat 
did the  German masses ge t under 
the “ dem ocratic”  W e im ar Repub­
lic?  U nem ploym ent, h u n g e r ,  
degradation, and the loss one by 
one o f th e ir  previous economic 
and p o litica l ga ins; next came 
fascism  and then the ho rro rs  of 
another w o rld  w ar. Th is same 
pa tte rn  to one degree o r another 
was repeated in  the  res t o f 
Europe.

L IV IN G  R E A L IT Y
I f  any prognosis o f the Com­

m un is t In te rn a tio n a l o f Len in  and

PIO ISEER P AR AG R A P H S

WAR IN THE FAR EAST AND 
REVOLUTIONARY PERSPECTIVES

The con flic t in  the Far East 
between China and Japan lays 
bare some of the p rinc ipa l symp­
toms of the cris is  of w o rld  capi­
ta lism  in  its  fina l, most h ig h ly  
developed, im p e ria lis t stage, and 
opens up perspectives of great 
revo lu tiona ry  development in  a 
decisive pa rt of the globe. On 
the one hand, Japan, weakest lin k  
in  the chain of w o rld  im peria lism , 
Is seeking to overcome the m ala­
dies of its  decline by a w ar of 
colon ia l conquest. On the other 
hand, by th e ir  invasion of China, 
the Japanese im peria lis ts  have 
provoked a defensive campaign 
wh ich, despite its  weakness and 
inadequacy under the leadership 
o f the K oum in tang , assumes the 
character o f a w a r o f na tiona l l ib ­
eration.

A t  the same tim e, by the p u r­
su it o f th e ir p redatory aim s in 
China, the Japanese im p e ria lis ts  
have accentuated the in te r- im ­
p e ria lis t antagonisms which are 
fo rc in g  m ankind to the b r in k  o f 
a new w orld  war.

The fe u d a l-m ilita ry  caste of gen­
erals and officers, supe rfic ia lly  
un ited by the monarchy, is not 
a homogeneous body. W h ile  the 
lower ranks of officers are draw n 
la rge ly  from  ru ra l areas, from  
upper layers of the peasantry, the 
tops fuse w ith  the in d u s tr ia l and 
financ ia l bourgeoisie. As a whole, 
the  m il ita ry  caste strives to m a in ­
ta in  fo r  its e lf the tra d itio n a l p r iv ­
ileges and sem i-independent posi­
t io n  w h ich  i t  occupied in  the 
feudal era. F o r th is  purpose i t  is 
organized in such ty p ic a lly  feudal 
in s titu tio n s  as the secret B lack 
Dragon society.

V. I. Lenin

T ro ts k y  has been proven correct, 
i t  is  the prognosis o f the class 
character and complete bank­
rup tcy  o f bourgeois democracy. 
F urthe rm ore, yesterday’s theore­
t ic a l prognosis is  today ’s liv in g  
re a lity . The trend  to  to ta lita r ia n ­
ism  is  ta k in g  g ia n t leaps li te ra lly  
fro m  hour to hour. W hat have the 
“ dem ocrats”  and th e ir  A M G , 
a llied  w ith  K in g  Em m anuel and 
M arshal Badoglio, b rough t I ta ly ?  
The B r it is h  Tories, ta k in g  a lea f 
out o f the pages o f fascism , have 
d ra fte d  labor a t home and openly 
envisage the con tinuation  and ex­
tension o f reg im en ta tion  a fte r  
the w a r. Roosevelt tea rs up the 
B il l o f R igh ts , ou tlaw s the r ig h t 
to  s tr ik e  and now ca lls fo r  forced 
labor, etc.

Bourgeois democracy is  gan­
grenous. I f  its  perpetuation a fte r 
the last w a r has brought mankind 
such ev ils  and disasters, w hat can 
a ttem pts to  perpetuate i t  b ring  
today?

Len in  warned th a t no illus ion  
could be more fa ta l than th a t  o f 
ending im p e ria lis t w ars, economic 
catastrophes and p o lit ic a l reac­
tio n  as long as cap ita lism  
rem ains. I t  was under the  leader­
ship o f Len in  and T ro ts k y  th a t

the Russian masses opened up the 
rea l road o f social, economic and 
cu ltu ra l progress, the road to 
w orkers ’ power, w o rkers ’ democ­
racy— the road to  socialism . To 
ca p ita lis t democracy Lenin coun- 
terposed the w o rkers ’ state. Th is 
state, though degenerated under 
the ru le  o f S ta lin , s t i l l  lives. I ts  
power represents the power o f 
the l iv in g  Lenin, the Lenin no 
force on earth  can destroy.

L E N IN  L IV E S  ON

Lenin  lives on in  the strugg le  
o f the European masses, whose 
f irs t  detachments in  I ta ly  have 
already ra ised the  banner o f 
revo lu tion . On the m orrow , other 
m illio ns  in  Europe and th rou gh ­
ou t the  w o rld  w i l l  r a l ly  to  Len in ’s 
banner.

Lenin lives on in  another power, 
the power represented by the 
ideas, program  and cadres o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, the on ly 
genuine he irs and con tinuators of 
his w ork  and s trugg le . On th is  
tw en tie th  anniversary o f Lenin's 
death, we T ro tsky is ts  gather 
renewed courage and s treng th , 
fo r  our fa ith  is Len in ’s fa ith . H is 
banner is our banner. And under 
th is  banner we m arch fo rw a rd .

(Continued from  page 1)

d irectors, issued an im m ediate 
denia l o f the charges c la im in g  
th a t the “ acts complained o f hap­
pened before l ’earl H a rbo r,”  
Bruno Schachner, ass is tant U . S. 
A tto rn e y  who helped present the 
governm ent evidence on w h ich  the 
ind ic tm ents are based, stressed 
th a t the conspiracy continued up 
to the ve ry  tim e  th a t the tru e  
b ills  aga inst Chase and its  o f­
fic ia ls  were filed, on ly  a few  
weeks ago.

The in d ic tm e n t charges th a t 
Chase N a tiona l, th rough  three o f 
its  o ffic ia ls  named as co-con­
sp ira to rs  bu t not indicted, i l l ic i t ly  
provided funds to finance a re­
fugee D utch diamond m erchant, 
Leonard J. S m it, in  the sale and 
sm ugg ling  o f w a r-v ita l in d u s tria l 
cu tting , diamonds to  A x is  coun­
tr ie s  in  v io la tio n  o f the T rad ing  
W ith  the Enem y A ct, the E x p o rt 
Control Law  and President Roose­
v e lt ’s o rder o f M ay 1940 freez ing  
funds o f na tionals o f various 
countries who were d ire c tly  con­
nected w ith  o r dealing w ith  A x is  

^nations. S m it was ind ic ted along 
w ith  Chase N ationa l.

T h a t B idd le ’s D epartm ent o f 
Justice dared to b r in g  such a 
dam ning in d ic tm e n t aga inst so 
pow erfu l a ca p ita lis t in s titu tio n  
as Chase N a tio n a l is ind ica tion  in  
its e lf  o f  the  f la g ra n t character 
o f the  acts and o f the  dam aging 
evidence in  the hands o f the gov­
ernm ent.

A ld r ic h ’s pious d isc la im er th a t 
the  R ockefeller in te rests w ou ldn ’t 
th in k  o f dealing w ith  the Nazis 
was disproved in  the sp ring  o f 
1942, when the S tandard in terests 
were ind ic ted and convicted by a 
Federal cou rt fo r  m a in ta in in g  a 
ca rte l w ith  the g ia n t I .  G. F a r-

benindustries, German chemical 
tru s t, in o rder to  d iv ide and con­
tro l the  m arkets, ra w  m ateria ls  
and in d u s tr ia l m achinery o f the 
w o rld  o il and petro leum , syn­
the tic  gasoline and synthetic  
rubber industries.

A  s ign ifican t development since 
the Chase N a tion a l ind ic tm ents is 
a move to  hold up the t r ia l  be­
cause o f the absence in  Spain of 
Chase’s alleged ch ie f w itness. He 
is A lfre d  W . B a rth , second vice 
president in  charge o f Chase’s 
M iddle European a ffa irs , who is 
w o rk ing  fo r  the A m erican gov­
ernm ent in  Spain as a buy ing  
agent fo r  the  U . S. Commercial 
Company, Governm ent owned 
corpora tion set up to  keep 
s tra teg ic  m ate ria ls  ou t o f A x is  
hands. Spain is a ne u tra l center 
•fo r tra d in g  w ith  the A x is  d u rin g  
the w ar, and where the agents o f 
the b ig  A m erican corpora tions 
meet w ith  the Nazi and Japanese 
corpora tion agents to  arrange 
m u tua lly -p ro fitab le  deals d irec tly  
over the ba ttle -lines.

T h is  case is but the lastest ex­
ample o f how (he very  biggest 
Am erican cap ita lis ts , those who 
are co in ing b illion s  upon b illions 
from  w a r contracts and are 
boasting in fu ll-page  advertise­
ments about th e ir  p a trio tism , have 
been doing business w ith  Nazi 
and Japanese in d u s tria lis ts  both 
before and d u rin g  the war. I t  is 
but one o f hundreds o f examples 
which have leaked out in  the past 
tw o years o f how the Am erican 
cap ita lis ts  who are run n ing  the 
w ar and the w ar production 
agencies do not hesitate to deal 
w ith  the fasc is t cap ita lis ts  when 
there is personal p ro fit to be 
gained. They are co in ing gold 
from  the blood o f the w orkers on 
both sides o f the w ar fron ts .

ALP In New York Is Torn 
By Bitter Clique Conflict

(Continued fro m  page 1)

of com bating the idea of labor 
pa rties  and in p repa ra tion  fo r  his 
cam paign to  line  up labor 
votes fo r  Roosevelt in  1944, w ith  
the fu rth e r a im  of dum ping the 
p a rty  a fte r the election. The S ta l­
in is ts  are equally av id  to ju n k  
the ALP , whose existence violates 
th e ir  po licy of opposition to  a ll 
form s of independent labor p o lit i­
cal action.

Several weeks ago, H illm a n  
re in forced h is  u ltim a tu m  to  the

The s tr iv in g s  o f the m ilita ry  
caste to keep in ta c t its  p riv ileges 
and powers tend to com plicate 
the main problem o f the Japanese, 
r id in g  class as a whole, which is 
to m a in ta in  over both the prole 
ta r ia t and the peasantry the 
present crush ing system o f ex 
p lo ita tion  w ith  a ll the oppression 
which accompanies it .  Period ically, 
th is  caste comes in to  co n flic t w ith  
in d u s try  and finance cap ita l which 
seek to stem the d ra in  on eco­
nomy caused by the paras itic  
needs o f the m il ita ry  caste. A rm y 
revo lts and the assassination of 
leading p o lit ic a l representatives of 
the in d u s tr ia l and financ ia l bour­
geoisie are the sharpest express­
ions of th is  con flic t. These revolts 
express, inso fa r as they arc led by 
the younger officers of low er rank, 
the rebe llion  o f the peasantry 
against finance capita l. B u t since 
a ll sections o f the ru l in g  class rea­
lize the ' pe rils  of class d isun ity , 
con flic ts  are f in a lly  settled on the 
basis of m utua l concessions, by 
load ing add itiona l burdens onto 
the backs of the Japanese masses 
and by common agreem ent to  em­
ba rk  on p reda to ry  m il i ta ry  cam­
paigns to enslave ne ighboring  peo­
ples, thereby cem enting the cracks 
iu  the structu re  of the ru lin g  class 
dom ination as a whole.

(F ro m  “ The Founding Con­
ference o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l,”  pages 65, 67-68, published 
by Socialist W orkers P a rty  of 
U. S., Jan. 1939, 128 pages, 25c 
O rder from  Pioneer Publishers 
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Rose-Dubinsky faction . H is  rep­
resentative, the head o f the 
state CIO, openly espoused a 
state CIO-sponsored sla te  fo r  the 
com ing A p r i l  p rim aries .

The opposing clique, threatened 
w ith  the loss of its  contro l, was 
in  a panic. I t  sta lled and m an­
euvered about, scream ing rab id 
denunciations of its  riva ls  and 
preening its e lf  before the public 
as the “ dem ocratic”  guard ian of 
the A L P  against the invasion of 
to ta lita ria ns . The Rose-Dubinsky 
group has its e lf  used the most 
unscrupulous and bureaucra tic  
methods to  exclude the S ta lin is ts  
from  the A LP  and p a rtic u la r ly  
from  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  its  leading 
bodies.

F o r several weeks a fte r  H i l l ­
m an’s agent in it ia te d  the move 
fo r  a s tate CIO  slate in  the 
p rim aries, the R ose -D u b insky  
machine threatened to  bo lt the 
fig h t a ltoge ther and s p lit  the A L P  
w ide open in  its  f l ig h t .  B u t pres­
sure from  the ca p ita lis t libe ra l 
papers and po litic ians, inc lud ing 
the N . Y . Post and M ayo r La- 
G uardia, s tiffe n e d  th e ir  spines 
su ffic ie n tly  to  venture on a figh t.

The cu rre n t unprinc ip led  braw l, 
in  an A L P  ah'eady reduced to  a 
shambles by d ir ty  clique w a rfa re , 
threatens to  d isc red it the  p a rty  
a ltoge ther.

SUPPO RT LA B O R  P A R T Y
The New Y ork  w orkers  have 

shown by th e ir  past support of 
the ALP , despite its  reactionary 
program  and bureaucratic leader­
ship. th a t they are eager fo r  a 
real p a rty  of th e ir  own w h ich  w ill 
defend th e ir  p o litica l in terests 
against cap ita lis t reaction.

Thousands of progressive un ion ­
ists th roughou t the state have 
evinced th e ir  desire fo r  the organ­
iza tion  of a genuine independent 
labo r party . The progressive 
B rew ster U A W  Local 365 is on 
record fo r  an independent, labor 
p a rty  w h ich  has broken w ith  both 
old lin o  cap ita lis t parties, not 
m ere ly on a state-wide, but on a 
na tiona l scale.

They w ant an end to  company- 
un ion ism  in  po litics  in  every sense 
of the word. They w ant a p a rty  
tha t is  t ru ly  labo r’s own, based 
on the genuine organizations of 
the w orkers, the trade  unions, and 
con tro lled by the w orkers in  a de­
m ocratic fashion.

These union m ilita n ts  m ust lead 
the w ay to  u n ity  o f the ranks o f 
labo r against the d is rup tive  
cliques who have turned the A L P  
in to  a ba ttle -ground. They m ust 
repud iate these elements in  the 
sharpest and most decisive 
manner. They m ust tu rn  the A LP  
back to  the con tro l o f the w o rk ­
ers, as a genuine ly independent 
f ig h tin g  po litica l ins trum en t o f a ll 
labor.

FRAMEUP BACKFIRES AS 
JUDGE ACQUITS MAZEY

DETRO IT, Mich. — The at­
tempt on the part of the Briggs 
Manufacturing Company to 
frame Emil Mazey, President of 
UAW Briggs Local 212, on an 
assault and battery charge in 
connection w ith a recent dues 
and membership drive at the 
Briggs plants has been defeated.

Recorders Court Judge Joseph 
G illis  found Mazey no t g u ilty  and 
dismissed the case on Decem­
ber 31.

The frame-up nature of the case 
was so c lea rly  dem onstrated by 
Nicholas Rotlie, a tto rney fo r M a­
zey and Local 212, th a t i t  was d if ­
fic u lt to  render any o ther ve rd ic t.

In  the process of cross-exam­
in a tio n  of t lie  com pla in ing  w i t ­
nesses, R o tlie  c lea rly  established 
the fac t th a t the en tire  prosecu­
tion  was in it ia te d , aided and 
abetted th roughou t by the Briggs 
M anufactu ring  Company. Some 
of the facts w h ich  were adm itted 
in  the courtroom  under Rothe's 
cross-examination were the fo llo w ­
ing:

The fo u r  women who had signed 
tlie  com p la in t against Mazey did 
so on ly  a fte r they were taken by 
(lie  A ssis tan t P la n t S uperintend­
ent to the office of Fay T ay lo r, 
Personnel D irector.

C O M P A N Y ’S R O LE
F o llow ing  1he m eeting w ith  

T ay lo r the g ir ls  were escorted by 
a company car and d riv e r to the 
office of the company attorney. 
Percy Donovan. Only a fte r  th is  
second conference did  the fou r 
women go (again by company car 
and d riv e r) to the Prosecutor’s 
office to urge a w a rra n t fo r  Mazey 
on the assault and ba tte ry  charge.

The g ir ls  fu r th e r  adm itted th a t 
they had received fu l l  pay fo r  a ll 
the tim e  they iiad lost on th is  day

and on th e ir  second vis it, to the 
Prosecutor’s office. They also ad­
m itted  th a t on the  day o f the t r ia l  
they bad not. gone to the p lan t 
a t a l l bu t had been picked up by 
a company car tw o hours a fte r 
th e ir  scheduled s ta rtin g  tim e  and 
taken d ire c tly  to  the courtroom  
and th a t the y  would likew ise be 
pa id fo r  th is  lo s t tim e.

The fac t that, the names and 
addresses o f the  4 com p la in ing  
witnesses liad  been so lic ited  by 
the police p r io r  to the in c ide n t 
resu ltin g  in  Mazey’s detention, 
demonstrated conclusive ly the 
prem editated character of the 
prosecution.

R O T H E ’S S U M M A R Y

Mazey’s a ttorney, Rotlie, in  h is 
sum m ary of the facts of the case, 
delivered a b lis te r in g  a ttack upon 
the police departm ent fo r  its  p a rt 
in  the case. He pointed ou t th a t 
Mazey and two other officers of 
the local had been detained w ith ­
ou t charges fo r  hours by the po­
lice who issued a s ta tem ent th a t 
they were being held in  “ pro tect­
ive custody.”  He ttaced the o r i­
g in  o f the te rm  “ pro tective custo­
dy”  to H it le r ’s Nazis.

The argum ent was developed 
by Rothe th a t th is  case could 
on ly  he considered as p a rt o f the 
s tru g g le  between the w orkers and 
the p ro fit-h u n g ry  bosses. “ The 
tim e, the circumstances, the 
persons m ay d if fe r ,  bu t i t  is  the 
same old p a tte rn ,”  he said.

The success o f the B riggs  local 
in  defending its e lf  aga inst th is  
company a ttack, together w ith  
the increased s p ir it  o f  m ilita n cy  
w h ich  had developed among the 
B rig gs  w orkers has served to 
streng then the position  o f the 
union in  its  cu rre n t negotia tions 
fo r  a new con tract.

Billings Demands Pardon for Eighteen
W arren K . B illin g s , fam ous c lass-w ar prisoner who w ith  

Tom Mooney was fram ed up and im prisoned d u rin g  the f i r s t  
w o rld  w a r because o f his m ilita n t labo r ac tiv itie s , has w r itte n  
the fo llo w in g  le tte r  to P resident Roosevelt on beha lf o f the 
18 T ro ts k y is t and M inneapo lis Team ster leaders now serv ing 
prison term s on a s im ila r  fram eup under the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t ;

F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt 
W ashington, D. C.
D ear M r. P resident:

T h is  le tte r  is  w r it te n  to  ask a pardon fo r  the eighteen 
members o f the M inneapo lis Team sters’ U n ion  who have been 
convicted under the S m ith  “ Gag L a w ”  passed in  1940. (Dunne 
et a l vs. U. S.) I  have sponsored the  defense o f these cases a l­
m ost fro m  the beginn ing, fee lin g  th a t the defendants were be­
ing  prosecuted fo r  expression o f opin ion. I  am now asking th e ir  
pardon, as one who was h im se lf released by executive clemency 
fro m  an u n ju s t im prisonm en t and is the re fo re  in te rested in  
such cases.

These persons were convicted o f expression o f th e ir  op in­
ions, and no th ing  more. (They were acquitted o f another count 
cha rg ing  them  w ith  ove rt acts.)

The in d ic tm e n t was f ile d  in  peacetime, and eve ry th in g  
charged aga inst them  is said to  have occurred d u r in g  peace­
tim e. I  am in fo rm ed  th a t the C irc u it C ourt o f A ppeals d id  no t 
f in d  there  was any “ c lear and present danger”  th a t violence 
o r o ther crim e m ig h t resu lt fro m  an y th in g  th a t was said.

T h is is the f i r s t  convic tion under the  Sed ition  A c t o f 
1940— a rep lica  o f the Sedition A c t o f 1798. E v e ry  school h is ­
to ry  book te lls  us th a t the 1798 A c t was ou t o f line  w ith  a l l 
A m erican tra d itio n s , fo r  w h ich  reason i t  was soon repealed.

I  see by the press th a t the  U n ited  States S u p re r  C o u rt 
has refused to  have a n y th in g  to  do w ith  these cases. The New 
Republic o f December 20, 1943, characterizes th is  re fu sa l as 
“ inexp licab le”  and as com ing “ a t a m om ent when a demon­
s tra tio n  o f democracy in  h ig h  places was never m ore bad ly 
needed.”

C itizens o f the U n ited  States have long  been accustomed 
to  believe th a t laws lik e  the  sedition law s o f 1798 were bad 
and aga inst the s p ir it  o f our democracy. W e have been accus­
tomed to  th in k  th a t every person has a r ig h t  to  say w hatever 
he pleases so long as there is no c lear and present danger th a t 
violence w i l l  ensue. In  th a t, th a t is  w h a t I  and a ll people whom  
I  know, understand by “ freedom  o f speech”  w h ich , as one o f 
the F o u r Freedoms, has been made a w a r a im . Sending men 
to  prison fo r  expression o f opin ion in v o lv in g  no c lear and pres­
ent danger o f violence is aga ins t every p rinc ip le  o f Am erican 
democracy. Since the  Supreme C o u rt has “ in exp lica b ly ”  washed 
its  hands o f these cases, the re  is now  no w a y  o f do ing jus tice  
except by a pardon fro m  the president. “ A  dem onstra tion  o f 
Dem ocracy in  h igh  places was never m ore bad ly needed.”  I  
speak no t on ly  fo r  m yse lf b u t fo r  m any others when I  say 
th a t in  a w a r waged, among o the r th ings , fo r  freedom  o f 
speech, a pardon should be g ran ted  w ith o u t delay.

R espectfu lly  yours,

W a rre n  K . B illin g s

W ire  F irm  F ound  G u ilty  In  Sale 
O f Defective Goods To The A rm y

A  subs id ia ry  o f the  g ian t 
Anaconda Copper tru s t, the 
Anaconda W ire  and Cable Com­
pany o f Paw tucket, R. I .  and 
fo u r o f its  o ffic ia ls  were con­
victed las t Wednesday by a Fed­
era l Ju ry  on a ll counts o f an in ­
d ic tm ent cha rg ing  conspiracy to 
defraud the governm ent th rough 
m anufacture and sale to  the 
A rm y  o f de fective fie ld  w ire  and 
cable.

More than $1,000,000 of fraudu­
le n tly  inspected m ateria ls  in tend ­
ed fo r  combat use, somo o f w h ich  
found its  way to the South Pacific, 
was de libera te ly  palmed o ff  on 
t lie  governm ent. The convicted 
offic ia ls  adm itted to devis ing a ll 
sorts o f schemes fo r  ge tting  
spoiled, broken, water-logged, or

im p rope rly  insula ted w ire  past the 
governm ent inspection.

Evidence showed the company 
knew before accepting the con­
tra c t th a t i t  was no t equipped to 
make products up to governm ent 
standards, bu t could no t res is t the 
lu re  of ju ic y  profits.

Sentence is  expected to  be 
passed th is  week, m axim um  
penalties fo r  the com pany being 
a $10,000 fine, and fo r  each o f­
fic ia l a $10,000 fine o r 10 years 
in  ja il,  o r both. However, the 
company’s M arion , Ind., sub­
s id ia ry  and o ffic ia ls , p rev ious ly  
convicted on s im ila r  charges, were 
le t o f f  w ith  a to ta l o f  $31,000 
fines, a fra c tio n  o f the p ro fits  
reaped by a s im ila r  fra u d  which 
endangered thousands o f sold iers’ 
lives.

Big Bank Indicted 
In Nazi Trade Plot

B y Jo hn  G. W r ig h t
Since Lenin died, twenty years have passed, years marked 

by the triumph of blackest reaction, unprecedented in the history 
of mankind, culminating in the most destructive slaughter yet 
known.

One of the chief reasons for these two decades of agony 
through which mankind has had to pass is this, that Lenin’s 
teachings, the things he worked and fought for all his life, have
been either trampled under toot' 
or forgotten. For this work of 
distortion, falsification and de­
struction, Stalinism bears the 
main responsibility. The betray­
ers of Leninism in the Kremlin 
have proceeded over the years 
to destroy his teachings step bv 
step, deliberately and ruthlessly.

A ltho ug h  the S ta lin is ts  p repa r­
ed to ‘celebrate ’ the tw en tie th  an­
n ive rsa ry  o f Len in ’s death by 
fo rm a lly  b u ry in g  the long -ro tted  
corpse o f the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l, 
and then by d iscard ing ns the 
na tiona l anthem o f the USSR, 
the  ba ttle -song o f the w orld  p ro ­
le ta r ia t, the In ternationa le , and, 
now, by d isso lv ing  the Com m unist 
P a rty  in  th is  coun try ; a lthough 
they  have divested themselves o f 
a ll o f Len in ’s heritage, they  s t i l l  
t r y  to  use h is name in  o rder to 
peddle th e ir  v ile s t lies, in  order 
to  cam ouflage th e ir  surrender to 
the cap ita lis ts . In  the endless 
catalogue o f these lies, there is 
one to which the y  have devoted 
a g rea t deal o f th e ir  energy in 
recent tim es, and th a t is the lie  
th a t bourgeois democracy holds 
ou t a ra y  o f prom ise to  w ar- 
ravaged m ankind. In  the la s t w a r 
the Social Democrats peddled the 
same lie  in  the name o f M arx.

A G A IN S T  BO URG EO IS 
DEM O CR ACY

The m aturest years o f Len in ’s 
l i fe  were devoted to  a life -and - 
death s trugg le  against bourgeois 
democracy. In  the f irs t  place, the 
v ic to ry  o f Bolshevism in  Russia 
necessitated th is . The Bolshevik 
Revolu tion would have been im ­
possible w ith o u t i t .  M oreover, the 
Russian counter-revo lu tion  in 1917 
and la te r th roughou t the c iv il w a r 
ra llie d  its  m ain  cohorts under the 
slogan o f the “ C onstituent A s ­
sembly,”  th a t is, in  the name o f 
bourgeois democracy. The im ­
p e r ia lis t in te rven tion is ts  tr ie d  to 
crush the young Soviet Republic 
precise ly under th is  same banner.

A s  a m a tte r o f fac t, the 
hypno tic  spell o f bourgeois democ­
racy and its  tra d itio n s  upon the 
m ind o f the European and w orld  
w o rk ing  class was one o f the 
m ain obstacles confronted by the 
Bolsheviks in  ra lly in g  the w o rk ­
ers. The im p e ria lis ts  d u rin g  and 
a fte r  the la s t w a r m obilized th e ir  
en tire  resources to  susta in th is  
hypnosis. N o t the least im p o rtan t 
cog in th e ir  colossal m ach inery o f 
deception was the treacherous 
German Social Democracy, led by 
Scheidemann and K au tsky. A s 
proponents o f “ democracy”  and 
even “ pure democracy”  they 
championed the cause o f the 
cap ita lis ts  and the counter-revo lu­
tion . T h a t is w h y  Lenin so m erc i­
lessly attacked K au tsky , Scheide­
m ann and o ther renegades o f 
M arx ism .

W h a t was a s tum b ling  block
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im­
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  un ion s . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

S. F u ll  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7. A n  In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’  and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . T h e  defense o f  the  S ov ie t U n io n  
against im p e r ia lis t  a ttack .

Escalator Clause
An important section of the union movement, the 

powerful United Automobile Workers Union, has 
proposed a realistic and effective wage policy as 
labor’s answer to infla tion: the escalator clause, a 
rising scale of wages to meet the rising cost of 
living.

This slogan has been carried on the masthead of 
the M ilitan t for many years. In fact, as far back 
as 1938, before the outbreak o f the second world 
war, the Founding Conference of the Fourth In­
ternational included in its program a section deal­
ing with the problem of in fla tion: "Against the 
bounding rise in prices, which with the approach 
of war w ill assume an ever more unbridled char­
acter, one can only fight under the slogan of a ris­
ing scale of wages.”

The UAW  leaders, under heavy pressure from 
their membership, forced by bitter experience to the 
conclusion that Roosevelt cannot and w ill not de­
liver on his promises to stabilize the cost of living, 
have fina lly  offered this solution to the problem of 
inflation. A t its last meeting, the International 
Executive Board voted to demand the escalator 
clause in their union contracts. Addes proposed in 
the Dec. 1$ United. Auto Worker that all local 
unions include the following points in their new 
wage agreements:

“ I. That all wage agreements entered into 
should contain escalator clauses calling for higher 
hourly rates if  liv ing costs go up.

"2. That escalator clauses contain the provision 
that wage rates should be reviewed every three 
months so that when living costs reflect an in­
crease a corresponding increase in hourly rates shall 
become immediately and automatically effective.”

Addes further states “ that greater pressure could 
be brought to bear on Washington i f  all of organ­
ized labor and certainly every local union within 
the UAW-CIO made similar and simultaneous de­
mands.”  This is an excellent proposal. Im plicit in 
the proposal is recognition of the fact that this 
program cannot be achieved by pitting one union 
at a time against the organized might of the bosses 
and their government.

As is well known, the miners had to call four 
general strikes in order to breach the L ittle  Steel 
formula and win a modest wage increase. Certain­
ly  the escalator clause w ill not be won without

m ilitant struggle on the part of a considerable sec­
tion of organized labor.

The UAW has taken the lead. But Thomas, 
Addes and Reuther should not be allowed by the 
rank and file to merely rest content with the pub­
lication of this program. The best program in the 
world means little  i f  no concrete steps are taken 
to fight for it. It is up to the UAW now to take 
the lead in calling a conference of all CIO unions, 
especially those now engaged in wage negotiations. 
Such a conference could become the first step in 
the organization of a united front of broad sections 
of organized labor for the purpose of smashing 
the L ittle  Steel formula and fighting for the es­
calator clause, the rising scale of W'ages to meet 
the rising cost of living. That is the real answer 
to the threat of inflation.

The Army Press
The Jan. 10 CIO News publishes a small news 

item under the head: “ Anti-Labor ‘T r ib ’ Prints 
Arm y Edition.”  The item reveals that the rabidly 
reactionary Chicago Tribune is now publishing a 
“ special edition for servicemen and is shipping it 
overseas with the cooperation of the U. S. Navy.”  
This special edition for the armed forces is “ being 
published in Honolulu, w ith Naval priorities per­
m itting printing plates to be flown to the islands.”

Arrangements are also being made by the Trib­
une to “ publish the overseas edition once a week 
in England, North Africa, Sicily and Italy. The 
CIO News, speaking on behalf of over 5,000,000 
members publishes the item without comment!

It is common knowledge that the Chicago 'Trib­
une is a vicious labor-baiting sheet. Colonel Mc­
Cormick, publisher of the Tribune, is notorious for 
the aid, comfort and protection he is giving to the 
native fascist groups. The brass hats could have 
hardly selected a better instrument for spreading 
the hale-labor-campaign among the armed forces.

Colonel McCormick’s venture is obviously part 
and parcel of the whole vicious campaign, now 
openly stimulated by Roosevelt and General M ar­
shall, to drive a wedge between the conscripted ser­
vicemen and the labor movement.

Obviously more is required of the CIO than the 
mere printing of a news item in its paper. Why 
isn't the CIO planning to publish a servicemen’s 
edition? And while they’re at it, why doesn’t  the 
CIO adopt a program for independent labor ac­
tion that w ill fight for the rights of the servicemen 
now as well as after the war? That would certain­
ly  be a more effective challenge to the labor baiters 
and reactionaries than just printing news items 
about McCormick or whining about General M ar­
shall.

The New Slavery
Roosevelt’s War Manpower Commission and 

other federal agencies are helping to enforce de­
crees against millions of white and Negro agricul­
tural workers which have their closest parallel in 
the measures employed against the Negro slaves 
before the C iv il War.

Regulations are now in force which deny these 
terrib ly exploited workers the right to leave the 
areas where they have been employed, even when 
they arc jobless, w ithout release certificates from 
the local county agents, who are the spokesmen 
for the big landowners and growers.

The intent is to freeze these workers in fixed 
areas for the benefit of the rich planters and land- 
owners who want a large reserve supply of starved 
and desperate labor that can be forced to work for 
starvation wages.

In New Jersey, for instance, the local War Man­
power Commission aided the rich farmers in pre­
venting southern Negro and white migrants from 
leaving the area after they found there were no 
jobs and were forced to live in the employers’ 
hovels and tents without water and sanitary facili­
ties. They had been lured to New Jersey by false 
employer promises of good housing and steady 
work.

The pre-Civil War slave holders of the South 
turned the federal administration at Washington 
into their agent to protect their exploitation of the 
chattel slaves. Federal and state bodies were con­
verted under the Fugitive Slave Laws into blood­
hounds to prevent the slaves from running away. 
The Roosevelt administration, in the midst of its 
w a r ' for "the four freedoms”  has sim ilarly con­
verted itself into an agent o f the Southern Bour­
bons as well as the Northern millionaire landown­
ers and growers, in their drive to enslave and 
starve the agricultural workers.

■ T he treatment of the agricultural workers is a 
warning to the labor movement as a whole. I t  pro­
vides a preview of what the capitalist masters have 
in store for all of American labor. It further casts 
a revealing light on Roosevelt’s proposal for a Na­
tional Service Act.

I lie united labor action of farm and urban 
workers is necessary to put a halt to the reaction­
ary campaign of Big Business. The labor move­
ment can achieve farm-labor unity, not by relying 
on Wallace, or any other capitalist politician who 
pretends to speak for the rural districts, but by 
organizing the agricultural workers into the trade 
union movement and by' organizing labor’s own 
political party, which can command the support 
of all the exploited, both in urban and rural Amer­
ica.

It Is Time to Build An Independent 
Labor Party

CIO Political Action 
Heads Hold Conference

(Continued fro m  page 1)

in g  pap about the fu tu re  o f post­
w a r “ p ro spe rity ”  before these 
p a lp ita tin g  labo r flunkeys, while, 
a t th a t ve ry  moment, his chief 
blood-hound A tto rn e y  General 
F rancis  B iddle began sn iff in g  at 
the t ra il o f the CIO  P o litica l 
A c tion  Com m ittee to  uncover 
alleged v io la tions o f the S m ith- 
Connally a n ti-s tr ik e  law  in  the 
use o f p o lit ic a l funds.

B u t the conference, undaunted 
by these new blows from  the ad­
m in is tra tio n  and its  Southern 
po ll-tax  Dem ocratic colleagues, 
continued to rake around in  the 
m uck of company un ion po litics.

To the fundam enta l question of 
how to rea lize a l l th e ir  schemes 
fo r the fu tu re  —  in c lud in g  the 
very sound demand fo r an annual 
security  wage —  these labor lead­

ers could on ly  p o in t lik e  a weath­
er-vane caught in  the breeze of 
cap ita lis t po litics . They proposed 
in  effect, to m a il th e ir  program  
fo r  adoption, to  the Republican 
and Dem ocratic parties, where 
i t  w i l l  no doubt get the tra d i­
tio n a l reception w h ich  these B ig  
Business po litica l machines have 
always accorded proxtosals in  the 
in te res t of labor.

A G A IN S T  LA B O R  P A R T Y

As the conference bore out, the 
very  purpose behind the CIO Pol­
it ic a l A c tio n  Committee is  to 
fru s tra te  the desires of Am erican 
labor fo r  independent working- 
class p o lit ic a l action, to  s t if le  a ll 
movements fo r  the establishm ent 
of a labor party , and to channel­
ize these tendencies back in to  the 
s lim ey sewers o f ca p ita lis t p a rty  
po litics.

F o r a ll th e ir  “ v iew ing  w ith  
a la rm ”  about the post-w ar fa te  
o f labor, the actions o f the CIO 
leaders have a ll been directed 
against those tendencies in  the 
labor movement which g ive rea l 
prom ise o f c a rry in g  th rough  an 
e ffec tive  program  o f action. They 
shadow-box w ith  the cap ita lis ts  
and th e ir  p o lit ic a l agents. But 
they use a club against such 
progressive tendencies as the 
movement in it ia te d  by leading 
M ich igan un ion ists fo r  the b u ild ­
in g  o f an independent labor pa rty . 
The Am erican w orkers w ill have 
to  hew out th e ir  own independent 
p o lit ic a l road to a decent fu tu re  
in  sp ite  o f and against the type o f 
leadership th a t held sway at th is  
CIO  P o litica l A c tion  Com m ittee 
conference.

B y G eorge S chraum  
A  S TE E L M A N  IN  IN D IA

By John L. Keenan; Duell,
Sloan and Pearce, New Y o rk ;
224 pages, $2.50.

The Tata  Iro n  and Steel Com­
pany is the dom inant in d u s tr ia l 
enterprise of Ind ia . I t  h ires ap­
p rox im ate ly  70,000 workers, is  the 
largest and m ost modern steel m il l 
in  the B r it is h  empire, and the 
tw e lfth  largest in  the world.

Over f if ty  years ago, one of the 
members o f the w ealthy Ind ian  
Tata  fa m ily  saw the in d u s tr ia l im ­
portance of steel and started plan­
n ing  fo r  the development o f th is  
in d u s try  in  Ind ia . In  1911 the 
Company began opera ting w ith  
fore igners fo r  sk illed  labor and 
technical aid. Today the enter­
prise is Ind ian  in  cap ita l, manage­
ment, and labor.

The au thor of th is  book is one 
of the fo re ign  experts who came 
in  the ea rly  period. S ta rtin g  in  
1913 as general foreman of the 
b last furnaces, he stayed 25 years 
to become general manager of the 
whole w orks d u rin g  the last e igh t 
years o f h is  stay. He te lls  the 
s to ry  o f the g ro w th  o f the en ter­
prise in  a ram b ling  s ty le  in te r­
spersed w ith  many en te rta in ing  
anecdotes.

The au tho r’s experiences have 
made h im  an enthusiast fo r the 
development of Ind ian  in d u s try  by 
the na tive cap ita lis t class. He free­
ly  a ffirm s the fact th a t the Ind ians 
as a  people are qu ite  capable of 
lea rn ing  a ll aspects of modern in ­
dus try  and are no t a t a ll in fe r io r  
in  a b ilitie s  to Europeans. He found 
th a t the caste and re lig ious d if­
ferences —  of w h ich  so much is 
made by reactionary apologists fo r 
im peria lism  —  caused no d iff ic u l­
ties in  the operation of th is  g ian t 
p lant, a lthough the w orkers wore 
drawn from  m any sections of In ­
dian life .

He also po in ts out. the in d u s tr ia l 
po ten tia lities  of In d ia  based upon 
its  w ealth  of na tu ra l resources, 
and pa in ts the benefits th a t In ­

dians would reap in  l iv in g  stand­
ards th rough  in d u s tr ia l develop­
ment. Nevertheless, the au tho r’s 
own account o f the d ifficu ltie s  and 
circumstances a ttend ing  the bu ild ­
in g  o f th is  concern shows tha t 
i t  was an exceptional case, and 
belies the au tho r’s op tim ism  as to 
the a b ility  of a na tive  capita lism  
to develop w ide ly  under B r it is h  
contro l.

W hen T a ta  conceived his plan, 
B r it is h  steel men were no t in te r ­
ested in  Ind ia . Above a ll, they 
considered th a t “ Ind ians were a ll 
r ig h t in  th e ir  place, bu t steel m ak­
in g  was a c u t above them.”  They 
ce rta in ly  wanted no na tive com­
pe tition . Ind ians had been prac­
t ic a lly  p roh ib ited  fro m  any m in ­
in g  in  th e ir  own land. Tata  was 
unable to ob ta in  any B r it is h  
cap ita l to  invest in h is enterprise, 
but d id  secure enough native cap­
ita l to get started.

The f irs t w o rld  w a r brought 
the company la rge p ro fits  and ex­
pansion. B u t a fte r  the war, the 
li fe  of the company hung by a 
thread fo r  a long tim e. A  group 
of B r it is h  coal m ine operators 
bought up the  In d ia n  coal sup­
plies and charged T a ta  m onopoly 
rates fo r  coal. B u t B r it is h  im per­
ia lism , rea liz ing  the s tra teg ic  im ­
portance o f th is  company fo r  its  
im peria l plans suffered i t  to live  
by g ra n tin g  a protective ta r if f .  
Ta ta  had supplied steel when the 
U-boats had cu t o ff  shipm ents to 
the east, and in  1919, Lord 
Chelmsford, then Viceroy, had ad­
m itted , “ I  can ha rd ly  im agine 
w hat we would have done i f  the 
Tata  company had no t g iven us 
steel fo r  Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
Palestine, and East A fr ic a .”

The Tatas began th e ir  company 
w ith  pa te rna lis tic  measures fo r  
th e ir  employes. B u t despite the 
huge p ro fits  and price in fla t io n  
o f the w ar years, workers received 
on ly  a 10% raise in  1917. The 
w orkers s truck  in  1920 when 
faced w ith  a wage cut. They were 
forced back to  w o rk  a fte r  troops 
had k ille d  13 o f them.

In  1922, tw e n ty  thuosand 
workers walked out a fte r an 
Am erican engineer cursed and 
kicked a Moslem w o rke r who had 
stopped to  pray. Three weeks 
la te r th is  same engineer was ac­
c iden ta lly  k ille d , an event many 
w orkers a ttr ib u te d  to d iv ine  r e t r i­
bution.

In  1925, p a rtly  as a resu lt of 
m edia tion by Gandhi, a company- 
un ion set-up was recognized by 
the management. La te r Manech 
H om i, an Ind ian  who had g radu ­
ated from  Carnegie Tech, turned 
to bu ild ing  a un ion. F o r three 
m onths in  .1928, various groups 
o f key workers were pu lled off 
the job, ty in g  up production w h ile  
a llow in g  the rest to draw  th e ir 
pay w h ich  was shared w ith  the 
s tr ike rs . The managem ent re ta ­
lia ted by lock ing  out the workers, 
w ith  the in te n tio n  of ge tting  r id  
of the s tr ik e  leaders. B u t six 
weeks la te r when rc h ir in g  was 
scheduled to begin, not a w orker 
showed up.

The company was then forced 
to  g ra n t concessions and recog­
nize the union. The union, how­
ever, had to reg is te r under the 
Trades Union A c t w h ich  made i t  
possible fo r  the governm ent to 
“ scru tin ize  the procedure, finances, 
and expenditures”  of the union. 
W ith  th is  weapon the government 
found th a t the a ffa irs  o f the un­
ion had been conducted “ loosely”  
d u rin g  the organ ization period, 
and threw  the leaders in  ja il.  The 
s tr ik e  leaders reorganized the un­
ion a fte r th e ir  release.

The au thor describes how the 
Ind ian w orkers won collective 
ba rga in ing  r ig h ts  in  fifte en  years. 
I t  had taken the B r it is h  workers 
from  1825 to  1871 to  w in  such 
r ig h ts .

No w orker reading th is  book, 
even though i t  is  w r itte n  by a 
management o ffic ia l, can fa il to 
ga in confidence th a t the Ind ian 
w orkers w ill p lay the outstanding 
ro le  in  the com ing f ig h t fo r  
In d ia ’s freedom.

International Notes
W e can gauge the measure o f 

ly in g  and suppression o f the t ru th  
th a t th is  w a r has brought w ith  
g re a t d iff ic u lty . Censorship and 
the re s tr ic tio n  o f the  norm al 
means o f com m unication m ake i t  
ex trem e ly  d if f ic u lt  fo r  the  revo­
lu tio n a ry  press to  penetra te the 
o ffic ia l darkness and to  ge t even 
the fa in te s t gleams o f th a t tru th  
w h ich lig h ts  the w ay o f the  w o rk ­
ers’ in te rn a tio n a l s trugg le .

Thus, fo r  instance, the  A m e ri­
can press has ca rried  no th ing  
w hatever about a new sw orthy ac­
t io n  o f the B r it is h  Independent 
Labo r P a r ty  and the Common­
w ealth  P a rty . The B r it is h  New 
Leader o f December 18, 1943, 
w h ich has ju s t reached us, 
reports :

“ N ine Labor M .P .’s voted w ith  
the l.L .P . pa rlia m en ta ry  group (3 
members) and S ir R ichard 
Aucland (Com m onwealth P a rty ) 
la s t week in fa v o r o f an amend­
m ent to  the address on the K in g ’s 
speech c a llin g  fo r  the end o f 
p r iva te  ownership and the in s titu ­
tion  o f common ow nership.”

Aucland, who moved the amend­
m ent, declared: “ T h is  amendment 
is a vote o f censure. I t  w ill be 
pressed to a d iv is ion  in order to 
show the House th a t we w ant a 
new Governm ent and in order to 
show the coun try  th a t we w ant 
a new House o f Commons.”

T h is  action is  p a r t o f a move­
m ent to  break the treacherous 
truce  between - the  Labo r P a rty  
and the a rch -ca p ita lis t Tories o f 
W inston  C hurch ill —  a “ truce ”  
w h ich has resu lted there , as the
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no -s trike  pledge here —  in  un­
precedented p ro fits  fo r  b ig  busi­
ness and unprecedented m isery 
fo r  the workers. I t  re flec ts  on a 
pa rlia m en ta ry  plane a fa r  deeper 
sentim ent among the B r it is h  
masses.

*  *  *

The g ro w in g  rad ica liza tion  o f 
the B r it is h  w orkers was fu r th e r  
dem onstrated la s t week by the 
sensational v ic to ry  o f the candi­
date o f the new ly  fo rm ed Com­
m onwealth P a rty  aga inst the 
T o ry -La bo r coa litio n  candidate. 
The B r it is h  w orkers obviously 
w a n t to  break the truce  between 
Labo r and the Tories. They voted 
fo r  the Commonwealth candidate 
because th a t was the on ly  method 
open to them  in  the by-elections 
to  express th e ir  w ishes. The 
d is tr ic t  la s t tim e  elected a T o ry  
candidate by 5,000 m a jo rity .

The Com m onwealth P a r t y ,  
founded by S ir  R ichard Aucland, 
espouses a “ C h ris tian  S oc ia lis t”  
p rogram  and makes its  appeal to 
the m iddle class. I t  was the vote 
o f the coal m iners however th a t 
elected the Com m onwealth candi­
date, L ie u t. H ugh Lawson.

The Com m onwealth candidate 
campaigned on a program  which 
called fo r  the na tiona liza tion  o f 
mines and o ther key industries, 
se lf-governm ent fo r  the colonies 
and independence fo r  Ind ia .

*  *  *

The a u th o rita tiv e  A rm y  and 
N avy  Journa l states th a t a ll of 
the B ig  F our Powers have already 
agreed th a t the U. S. is to acquire

the Japanese-mandated islands in 
the Pacific. W hy d idn ’ t  the Cairo 
conference announce th is  agree­
m ent? Doesn’t  th is  mean tha t 
Roosevelt to ld  an u n tru th  when 
he said in  his la s t message 
th a t no secret com m itm ents 
were made a t Teheran o r Cairo? 

*  * *

The A llie s  invaded S ic ily  las t 
Ju ly . P le n ty  o f tim e  has elapsed 
fo r  the f ru its  o f th is  “ dem ocratic”  
blessing to a t least show vague 
blossoms. B u t in  December the 
B r it is h  T ribune  quotes the fo l­
low ing  fro m  S ic ilia  L ibe ra ta , the 
on ly  (yes, o n ly ) newspaper pe r­
m itted  to appear in  the S ic ilian  
cap ita l:

“ The s itua tion  demands the 
resto ra tion  o f dem ocratic r igh ts , 
freedom  o f speech, press and 
assembly and above a ll, the 
rem oval o f a ll Fascists fro m  
positions o f respons ib ility  in  gov­
ernm ent agencies. . . T h is  is the 
appeal we make to  the A llie d  
au tho rities . T h is  is  no tim e  to 
take a m iddle course. To en trust 
positions o f a u th o r ity  to  those 
who tom orro w  would become our 
executioners w u ld  be a grave and 
un fo rg ivab le  erro r. The- tim e  has 
come to assume the respon­
s ib ilitie s  fo r  ou r own fu tu re .”

I f  th a t’s the w ay the on ly  paper 
perm itted  by A m go t to appear, 
speaks— w hat m ust be the fee ling  
o f the m illio ns  o f Ita lia n  w orkers 
whose voice the A llie d  “ libe ra ­
to rs ”  do not w ant to  hear o r be 
heard?

“ P a trio tism  is the la s t re fuge o f a scoundrel,”  
b it in g ly  w ro te  the E ng lish  au thor Samuel Johnson in  
the 18th century. T h is  observation fits  lik e  a sausage 
sk in  the T im ken R o lle r B ea ring  Co. o f Canton, Ohio.

T h is super-p ro fitee ring  co rpora tion  has been one 
o f the m ost v igorous pa rtic ip an ts  in  the B ig  Business 
high-pressure lobby to  k i l l  the w a r contracts renegotia ­
tions laws. To perfum e its  self-seeking ac tiv itie s , i t  
has been bu rn ing  incense on the  a lta rs  o f p a trio tis m  
th rough  a series o f fu ll-p a g e  advertisem ents in  lead ing 
newspapers and magazines. One o f these advertise ­
m ents several weeks ago fea tu red  a huge p o r tra it  o f 
Gen. M a c A rth u r; the  other, la s t week, fea tu red  a 
s im ila r p ic tu re  o f Gen. M arsha ll.

T h is  corpora tion  published an advertisem ent on 
Jan. 6 o f a t r u ly  s in is te r type— a fu l l  page hyp o c ritica l 
appeal to the so ld ier ranks, obviously  intended to  help 
d rive  a wedge between the members o f the  arm ed 
forces and the workers.

W ith  a scream ing headline, “ They O ffe r T h e ir A l l !  
Can We O ffe r Too M uch?” , the  advertisem ent states 
“ The T im ken R o lle r B earing Company proposes 
sen io rity  r ig h ts  to every employe fo r  double the tim e  
spent in  m il ita ry  service.”

T h is  corpora tion , w h ich was recently  c ited  by name 
in  a Senate com m ittee re p o rt as one o f the w o rs t 
w a r pro fiteers, in  the name o f “ rew ard ing  the  
sacrifices”  o f the ex-service men, proposes to  destroy 
the established se n io r ity  provis ions o f the  unions, 
which p ro tect the sen io rity  o f a ll servicemen. I t  is  a 
proposal to  p lay the soldiers aga inst the w orkers  by  
o ffe r in g  to  f ire  w orkers w ith  h igh  sen io rity  and g ive 
th e ir  jobs to those w ith  less sen io rity .

T h a t th is  proposal is m otiva ted by v ic ious a n ti- la b o r 
considerations, and no t so lic itude fo r  the soldiers, is  
made clear by one section o f the advertisem ent wh ich 
states:

“ M ost o f these men and women now ge t fro m  Uncle 
Sam— w ith  th e ir  lives as possible fo r fe it— the sum o f 
$50 a m onth. On ca ll, and sub ject to  service 24 hours 
a day— th is  figures ou t to 7c. an hour. No ove rtim e—

no double tim e— ju s t p la in  7c. an hour.”  (O r ig in a l

emphasis.)
T ha t's  the rea l grievance o f T im ken, having to  pay 

overtim e, having to  pay the  w orkers m ore tha n  7c 
an hour.

T h is  is the o u tfit  whose board cha irm an, W illa rd  F. 
Rockwell, is  also cha irm an o f the board o f T im ken- 
D e tro it A x le  Company w h ich  recen tly  refused to 
accept W a r D epartm ent contracts fo r  much needed 
tru c k  p a rts  u n t il i t  was g iven guarantees o f s tagger­
in g  p ro fits . T h is  is  the o u tfit  included in  the  Senate 
com m ittee m in o r ity  re p o rt lis t in g  200 super-p ro fitee r­
in g  corpora tions— and one o f on ly  fo u r  ac tu a lly  c ited  
by name. I ts  p ro fits  a f te r  taxes in  1942 were 400 per 
cent h igh e r than in  its  best p re -w ar year. A nd  i t  
was W illa rd  F. Rockwell who fille d  tw o  whole columns 
o f the  Jan. 13 N . Y. T im es, lo ud ly  com p la in ing  aga inst 
the “ in ju s tic e ”  o f the renegotia tions law  as applied 
to  h is firm s.

T h is  corpora tion, whose p ro fits  are soaked in  the 
blood o f Am erican soldiers, is  p a rt o f the plunderbund 
th a t hopes to  use the soldiers as an an ti- la bo r brigade 
to smash the trade unions.

Truman Committee Attacks 
Army’s Canol Oil Project
A  b lis te r in g  denunciation o f the W a r D epartm ent’s 

Canol o il-p ip in g  and re fin in g  p ro jec t in  N o rth e rn  
Canada, in  w h ich  over $100,000,000 has been sunk, is 
contained in  the  re p o rt o f the  T rum an Senate In ­
ve s tig a tin g  Com m ittee issued on Jan. 8.

A ltho ug h  undertaken tw o years ago on the p re te x t 
th a t the p ro jec t was essential to  supply o il and pe tro ­
leum  supplies to  the arm ed forces in  A la ska  as 
speedily as possible, the T rum an re p o rt reveals th a t 
i t  w i l l  not be completed u n t il the sp rin g  and sum m er 
o f 1944.

C h ie f beneficiary o f the pro ject, according the Senate 
com m ittee find ings, w i l l  be S tandard O il, whose 
Canadian subsid iary, Im p e ria l O il, L td ., holds the 
“ im p rov id en tly  d raw n”  contracts to  supply the o il.

The repo rt charges tha t the p ro jec t was ordered by 
Gen. Som ervell, ch ie f o f the A rm y  Service Forces, 
“ w ithou t adequate consideration o r study.”

I t  fu r th e r  charges th a t a fte r  he and the W a r De­
pa rtm e n t had been repeatedly warned about con­
t in u in g  the p ro ject, he “ continued insistence on the 
p ro jec t,”  an action w h ich the com m ittee declares was 
“ inexcusable.”

Several a lte rna tive  proposals had been made to  
get the o il to A laska  m ore cheaply and qu ick ly . The 
re p o rt states:

“ S tandard o f C a lifo rn ia  estim ates th a t the cost o f 
a tan ke r to  tra n s p o rt o il products to A laska  and the 
d is tr ib u tio n  and storage system , in c lud in g  931,000 
barre ls o f 100-octane gasoline would have been $44,- 
456,509. W hen the W h ite  Horse re fin e ry  (p a r t  o f the  
Canol p ro je c t) s ta rts  operations in  the  S pring  o r 
Sum m er o f 1944, i t  w il l take 65 m onths, o r more tha n  
five years o f f u l l  year-around opera tion to  produce 
an equiva lent am ount o f 100-octane gasoline.”  The 
fu l l  cost o f the p ro jec t, i f  completed, w i l l  be over 
$134,000,000.

P a rt o f the p ro je c t ca lls fo r  an expenditu re o f 
$17,224,860 fo r  o il prospecting and w e ll development 
in Canada. “ A ll o f the w ells w i l l  belong to  Im p e ria l 
O il o r Canada, and the U .S.A. w i l l  have no r ig h t  to
any o f the o il a f te r  the w ar.

“ A l l  o f the expenses o f prospecting and developing 
the o il w e lls  are to be borne by the U .S .A . However, 
the U .S.A. has contracted to pay Im p e ria l O il $1.25 
per ba rre l o f o il.”

A t  the end o f the war, according to  the contracts, 
Im pe ria l O il w ill be the on ly agency in  position to  
buy up the re fineries and pipe-lines, which can be 
dism antled o r sold on ly by consent o f Canada and a t 
“ a va lua tion based upon the then com m ercial value o f 
the pipe line and re fine ry .”  T ha t is, S tandard O il w i l l  
get them fo r  a song.

FREE THE 18!

Profiteers Try To Incite 
Soldiers Against Labor


