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RAIL UNIONS SPURN ROOSEVELT AWARD
DISSOLUTION OF THE 
COM M UNIST PARTY
---------  An Editoria l ----------

March of SWP Leaders to Jail

Browder’s sensational announcement that the American 
Communist Party w ill now discard even the formal pretense 
of political independence from the old-line capitalist parties 
and become an 'educational”  organization gives a real indi
cation of the precipitous retreat of Stalin before the Anglo- 
American imperialists. In return for lend-lease materials and 
secret agreements with Roosevelt and Churchill, Stalin has al
ready junked his Communist International, and thrown in for 
good measure the traditional Soviet anthem, the Interna
tionale.

The formal dissolution of the American Communist Par
ty  is a natural consequence of the burial of the Comintern 
last May. The now openly avowed submission of the Amer
ican Stalinist movement to capitalist politics and its parties 
is the logical outcome of twenty years of Stalinist betrayal of 
the international working class. Neither Stalin nor his office 
boy Browder has the slightest regard for the welfare or needs 
of the American workers or any other group of workers. Stalin 
and the Kremlin bureaucracy view the international working 
class merely as pawns for bargaining purposes with the impe
rialists.

Only thoroughly naive people w ill imagine that the new 
Stalinist policy signifies the elimination of the Stalinist-GPU 
apparatus from the American scene or that its influence w ill 
now automatically disappear. American Stalinism has simply 
changed its organizational form. No more. I t  w ill continue, 
under its new guise, to act as a strikebreaking apparatus in 
the ranks of organized labor and as a pressure group in the 
interests of the counter-revolutionary Kremlin caste.

The formal dissolution of the American Stalinist movement 
as a political party has, however, this one merit: it w ill serve 
to open the eyes of still another large section of the American 
working class to the truth about the perfidious Stalinists. The 
formal dissolution reveals again in the most unmistakeable 
fashion that the American Communist Party is nothing but 
lhe soulless tool of Stalin and the reactionary nationalistic 
Kremlin bureaucracy.

The Stalinists now frankly confess that they have no pro
gram different from that of the two capitalist parties. Foster 
declared in his nationwide broadcast on Jan. 9: ‘‘Communists 
do not believe it would be of benefit to national unity to make 
proposals of a specific communistic or socialistic nature at this 
time or in the immediate post-war period.”  In complete har
mony with the National Association of Manufacturers, Stalin
ists now step forth as champions of capitalist ‘‘free enterprise.”

The Stalinists have become the most ardent defenders of 
the status quo. Since June 1941 the Stalinists have openly en
couraged their members to act as finks and strikebreakers in
side the American labor movement. They denounce all union 
fighters as "saboteurs” and as “ agents of H itler and H irohito," 
they push speedup systems in the factories, they assail every 
manifestation of independent economic and political action 
on the part of the working class.

In the midst of the carnage and destruction of the second 
world war, when the masses arc seeking a way out of the 
death agony of this rotting capitalist system, the Stalinists 
call upon the people to pledge renewed faith to capitalism. 
Like the o ily  hypocrites of the Chambers of Commerce, they 
mouth phrases of a coming post-war millenium. ‘‘Not only a 
prolonged peace without precedent in history,”  they stale, 
‘‘but also a flourishing of economic relationship o f coopera
tion and a development of economic well-being and social re- 
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BIG BUSINESS ORGAN BOASTS 
FRAMEUP OF 18 AIDS BOSSES

BUSINESS W EEK, one of 
the most authoritative mouth
pieces for Big Business, in its 
Dec. 25 issue gloatingly de
scribes the events leading up to 
the convictions of the 18 framed 
up Trotskyist and Minneapolis 
drivers Local 544-C10 leaders, 
and observes with obvious satis
faction that their imprisonment 
closes "another— and perhaps fi
na l-chapte r in their stormy la
bor careers.”

The statement of this leading 
business weekly leaves no doubt, 
that the bosses consider the con
victions a triumph fo r their in 
terests.

In  addition, now that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has refused to 
hear an appeal in the case, this 
B ig Business voice feels a bit 
more free to admit some of the 
true facts behind the convictions 
—facts which the federal prose
cutors, tr ia l judge and higher 
courts refused to permit as de
fense evidence.

IN IT IA TED  BY ROOSEVELT
Business Week now openly ad

mits that the prosecutions were 
initiated by the Roosevelt admin
istration as an aid to Tobin’s 
dictatorial drive to smash the

Local 544 opposition to his bu
reaucracy. I t  states:

“ Mantle of leadership now 
rests chiefly on the shoulders of 
Sid Brennan, secretary-treasurer 
of 544 (A F L), who fought the 
Dunnes bitterly fo r years before 
achieving victory — with the 
timely help of the federal Dept, 
of Justice and its sedition case.”

Business Week further points 
out that the state government, 
under the direct instructions of 
Gov. Stassen aided Tobin by re
fusing to permit a secret elec
tion to determine which union 
should have recognition, and ar
b itra rily  handed recognition to 
Tobin’s outfit. I t  was “ this blow” 
which put Tobin’s machine back 
in power, “ coupled as it was with 
the almost simultaneous sedition 
conviction of many of the 544- 
CIO leaders.

“ The change (to the CIO) was 
formally approved at a 'member
ship meeting (of Local 544) . . . 
Tobin sent Dave Beck, Seattle 
labor boss, to Minneapolis as re
ceiver of 544 in a move to con
trol funds of the rebellious 
union. Also to Minneapolis came 
several score of Tobin's efficient 
and tough persuaders to line up

(Continued on page 3)

Leaving Party headquarters at 919 Marquette Ave., Minneapolis, 14 of the 18 leaders of the Socialist Workers Party and of M in
neapolis Truckdrivers Union Local 544-CIO marched in closed ranks on Friday afternoon, Dec. 31 to the U. S. Marshal’s office. There 
they were taken into custody and sent the following Monday to the Federal Penitentiary at Sandstone, Minn, to serve their prison sen
tences. Three were sent to Danbury, Conn. Penitentiary and Grace Carlson was taken to the Federal Penitentiary at Alderson, W. Va,

CRDC Issues Campaign P lans  
To W in Freedom F o r E ighteen

NEW  YORK C IT Y  —  On Dec. 31, the day the 18 leaders o f the Socialist Workers Par
ty  and of Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 5 4 4 -0 0  were shut behind prison walls, the C iv il 
Rights Defense Committee, authorized representative of the prisoners, announced plans of its 
national campaign to win unconditional presidential pardon for these class-war prisoners 
framed-up under the Smith “ Gag”  Act.

In directives issued to local committees in over th irty-five  cities throughout the country, 
Evelyn Anderson, Assistant Sec-®' 
retary of the CRDC, stated that 
the three main tasks of the de
fense were to free the eighteen, 
to provide relief for the prison
ers and their families, and to 
mobilize all progressive forces

Post Office Ban 
Still On

Roosevelt’s P o s t m a ster- 
General W a l k e r ,  National 
Chairman of the Democratic 
Party, has become increas
ingly active in suppressing 
publications since he deprived 
The M ilitan t of its second- 
class mailing rights l a s t  
March. Recently Walker ban
ned for the third time since 
May whole issues of the. press 
of the Revolutionary Work
ers League in Chicago.

Meanwhile T h e  M ilitan t’s 
application for the restoration 
of its second-class rights, filed 
last July, has not been acted 
upon and our issues are still 
being he'd up and delayed in 
transmission by the postal 
authorities.

behind the fight to repeal the 
reactionary Smith "Gag”  Act.

PETITION DRIVE
A nation-wide petition drive 

w ill be one of the principal 
means of mobilizing mass sup
port fo r the pardon campaign. 
Petitions calling upon President 
Roosevelt to uphold the B ill of 
Rights by granting uncondition
al pardon and immediate release 
to the 18 have been sent to all 
local committees for circulation 
in local trade unions, clubs, fac
tories, meetings etc. A ll signed 
petitions are to be returned to 
the national office of the CRDC 
and w ill be submitted to the 
proper authorities when the ap
peal for pardon is made.

Local committees have also 
been asked to urge trade unions, 
fraternal, negro and other pro
gressive organizations to pass 
resolutions urging the President 
to pardon the 18. Tire CRDC re
ports that more than 125 unions 
have already given support or 
contributed to the defense in 
previous stages of the Minnea
polis case. Among them are

the United Transport Service 
Employes of America-CIO, the 
New Jersey State CIO Coun
cil, the St. Louis, Mo. Joint 
Council-CIO, the San Francisco 
Industrial Union Council, Bridge
port, Conn. Industrial Union 
Council, Rochester, N. Y., Rail
road Council, 38 UAW-CIO lo
cals, 11 United Steel Workers- 
CIO locals, 6 United Rubber 
Workers-CIO locals together with 
dozens of other CIO, AFL and 
independent unions.

In addition to petition forms, 
collection lists, monthly pledge 
slips and other material, the 
CRDC is preparing a poster, 
leaflet and pamphlet to publicize 
the case. The American Civil L i
berties Union and the Workers 
Defense League have pledged 
fu ll cooperation in the national 
campaign.

FUNDS NEEDED
The CRDC estimates that it 

w ill need to raise at least $1500 
a month to defray the expenses 
connected with its work and to 
provide relief for the prisoners, 
their wives and children. Every 
worker and fighter for civil lib
erties is asked to send contribu
tions for the Minneapolis Pris
oners Relief Fund to the nation
al office of the Civil Rights De
fense Committee, 160 F ifth  Ave
nue, New York City.

In the days immediately pre
ceding the incarceration of the 
18 a number of editorials were 
published in the press protesting 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s refus
al to review the convictions and 
requesting the judges to recon
sider their refusal. In a fu ll page 
plea in PM on Dec. 31, I. F. Stone 
wrote: “ This case is a clear test 
of the U. S. Supreme Court, a 
clear test because of the issues 
involved, a clear test because of 
the character of the defendants.
. . . To permit such convictions 
to stand is to establish a new 
and dangerous precedent. To re
fuse a hearing, after lower 
courts have set aside the ‘clear 
and present danger’ rule, is to 
invite the disregard in war and 
peace of one of the principal 
constitutional doctrines s a f e 
guarding freedom of speech and 
press . . . Their plea is a test of 
the present Court’s ability or 
willingness to enforce basic con
stitutional safeguards when and 
where i t  hurts, not in  peace, not 
in the case of some large, re

spected or powerful group, but in 
war and in  the case of a most 
unpopular m inority.”

CHICAGO NEWSPAPERS
The Chicago Sun’s editors 

wrote on Dec. 28: “ Not fo r many 
years has the Supreme Court re
fused to hear an appeal when a 
grave constitutional question was 
raised by citizens convicted in 
peacetime of sedition. For these 
18 doctrinaires to go to prison 
without thorough review pf the 
law and the evidence under 
which they were sentenced would 
set an extremely disturbing 
precedent. Guilty or innocent, 
they deserve their day in court.”

The Chicago News declared 
that the case should be “ given

(Continued on page 3)

William F. Warde, well- 
known Trotskyist writer, w ill 
speak on: “ THE END OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY: Its 
Meaning For American Labor”  
at the regular Forum of the 
New York School of Social 
Science, 116 University Place, 
N.Y.C., next Sunday evening, 
Jan. 16 at 8:15. AH workers 
are cordially invited to at
tend.

Anti-Semitic Gang 
Assaults Increase 
In New York City

NEW  YORK —  Encouraged 
by the intensified capitalist as
sault against American labor 
and inspired by H itle r’s mass 
extermination of the European 
Jews, fascist hoodlum gangs d i
rected by such scum as the 
"Christian Front,”  Nazi Bund- 
ists and sim ilar outfits have re
opened their campaign of anti- 
Jewish terrorism on New York 
C ity  streets. Sim ilar terrorism is

(Continued on page 4)

President Reconvenes Board 
For Further Wage Hearings
Bureaucrats Prevent Unified Labor Action 
In Struggle Against Little Steel Formula

B y C. Thom as

T h e  ra ilw a y  wage d isp u te  en te red  a new  stage 
th is  w eek w ith  R ooseve lt re co nve n ing  the  specia l 
em ergency fa c t- f in d in g  b oa rd  headed b y  Judge E. R . 
Shaw o f  S p r in g f ie ld ,  I l l in o is ,  to  act on  the  wage de
m ands o f  the  15 n o n -o p e ra tin g  ra ilw a y  u n ion s . T he  
n o n -o p e ra tin g  u n io n s  had agreed to  have R ooseve lt 
a rb itra te  o n ly  the  q ues tion  o f  o v e rtim e  p aym en t a fte r  
accep ting  the  p re v io u s  re co m m e n d a tio n  o f  th e  Shaw 
b o a rd  fo r  a s lid in g  scale® 
wage increase o f  f r o m  4  
to  1 0  cents p e r h o u r .

R a ilro a d  c o rp o ra tio n  
rep resen ta tives  ins is ted  
how eve r th a t the  wage in 
crease a lready  aw arded 
m u s t like w ise  be a rb it ra 
ted and R ooseve lt sup
p o rte d  th e ir  stand.

Now, the Shaw board, recon
vened by the President, is open
ing hearings on the whole wage 
controversy. I t  stands instructed 
by Roosevelt to report its recom
mendations w ithin th irty  days. 
The non-operating unions have in
dicated that they w ill refuse to re
submit to the board the 4 to 10 
cents per hour wage raise already 
awarded but w ill insist that the 
Shaw board confine its hearings 
to the union demands for over
time pay.

TWO CONDITIONS
In the meantime, Rooseve’.t lias 

offered the thre^ operating unions 
which had refused his arbitration 
proposal, the same wage increases 
he had awarded to the Brother
hood of Trainmen and the Bro
therhood of Locomotive Engin
eers, the two unions which had 
accepted Roosevelt as arbitrator. 
The Roosevelt offer was made 
contingent upon the fulfillment of 
two conditions: One, that the 
three operating unions, Firemen, 
Conductors and Switchmen, sign 
agreements w ith the railroads on 
the same terms as those signed by 
the engineers and trainmen and, 
two, that they call off the strike 
which they had previously post
poned for the period in which the 
Government operated the ra il
roads.

Officials of the three unions 
have indicated that the'eonditions 
named by Roosevelt would be un
acceptable. These union heads 
point out that the award made by 
Roosevelt freezes wages fo r the

duration of the war and that their 
unions are opposed to submitting 
to such a wage freeze.

MINERS EXAMPLE
The three unions also took issue 

with Roosevelt’s demand that they 
cancel the strike call prior to 
signing the agreement with the 
railroad operators. They reminded 
Roosevelt that in the coal mine 
strikes, he authorized Harold 
Ickes to enter into “ collective 
bargaining contracts w ith repre
sentatives of the miners to govern 
terms and conditions of employ
ment during the period of Gov
ernment operation,”  in view of the 
"desire of the miners to work 
under a contract.”  The officials of 
the three unions conveniently 
forgot their own attitude in the 
miners struggle when they con
demned the miners fo r refusing to 
work without a contract. The 
knife is in their own hides no* 
and they’re squealing like stuck 
pigs about the betrayal by the 
fellow bureaucrats of the two 
deserting Brotherhoods—the tra in
men and engineers.

When Roosevelt ordered the 
army to seize the railroads, A. F. 
Whitney, president of the Brother
hood of Railway Trainmen and 
Alvanley Johnston, head of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive En
gineers were appointed as labor 
consultants to the War Depart
ment. They went along with the 
seven railroad presidents who 
w e r e  given commissions as
colonels and placed in charge of 
the seven regions into which the 
railway system of the country
was divided. Whitney publicly ap
proved of Roosevelt’s dictatorial 
action in  ordering the army to 
seize the railroads and white
washed the president's “ wage- 
freeze”  award by saying that he 
felt certain that Mr. Roosevelt 
had granted "all he possibly could 
w ith in ' the terms of the wage 
stabi'ization act.”

After selling out his brother

(Continued on page 2)

Stalin Proposes Curzon Line As Border 
While Red Army Speeds Westward Drive

B y  A r t  P re is
Red Army advances within one year have driven the mighty 

Nazi m ilita ry  machine back over 800 miles from its furthest 
penetration at Stalingrad. H itle r’s eastern line has been smashed 
in at least two decisive sectors. Soviet troops are swarming 
across the old Polish border. Other columns are striking with 
irresistible force toward Russia. In the lower Dneiper bend, 
vast sections of the Nazi army face an encirclement threatening 
disaster to the German m ilita ry®  
front.

The Red A rm y feats have 
evoked from the grudging capi
talist press open expressions of 
admiration—not untinged with 
hostility, fear and chagrin. The 
N. Y. Times acknowledges edit
orially that the Soviet drive is 
“ the greatest and most sustained 
offensive in m ilita ry history,”  
pressed home “ w ith such vast 
numbers in men and guns and 
tanks as to ‘astound’ the German 
general staff.”

More and more people are be
ginning to recognize the source 
of Soviet strength, which could 
withstand unparalleled blows and 
defeats fo r 17 months and then 
strike back w ith  such pulveriz
ing power. Such a phenomenon 
is possible only on the basis of 
a social system founded upon na
tionalized property, free of cap
ita lis t exploitation, sustained by 
planned economy, bureaucratical
ly distorted though i t  may be.
This is what has inspired the

w -

Soviet workers and peasants to 
heights of heroism and sacrifice 
unimaginable in capitalist coun
tries.

NO ELATION
The crossing of the old Polish 

border by the Red Arm y has not 
produced elation in the camp of 
the Allied capitalists. On the 
contrary, the very approach of 
the Red Arm y to the Polish bor
der became the cue fo r a cres
cendo of agitation, warnings, im
precations, moralistic diatribes 
and general anti-Soviet propa
ganda.

This frustrated rage of the 
possessing classes flows not 
simply from  fear of a Russian 
state growing too strong in the 
system of world power politics. 
More deep-seated is capitalist 
fear of the effect of the Red 
Arm y advances upon existing 
capitalist property relations.

V ivid in  the memory of the 
fc4«glo-American. imperialists is

what happened in Poland in 1939 
when the Red Army marched in. 
The industrialists and bankers, 
the landlords, the nobility, the 
fascists and anti-Semites fled in 
panic. The workers seized the 
factories: the peasants the land. 
Capitalist property forms were 
wiped out.

Today sim ilarly, as a Jan. 8 
AP dispatch from Switzerland 
discloses, w ith the approach of 
the Red Army, “ wealthy Ruman
ians evidently believing a Rus
sian occupation of the country 
would mean the end of their fo r
tunes reportedly began a panicky 
selling of their real estate and 
other property,”  while “ le ftis t 
demonstrations had occured in 
scattered areas and pro-Soviet 
manifestoes had appeared on 
walls during the past two weeks.”

STALIN'S ANNOUNCEMENT

In the midst of the capitalist 
furore about the crossing of the 
Polish border Stalin makes his 
announcement on the Polish bor
der question. He offers to re-es
tablish the Polish state on the 
so-called Curzon line, the line es
tablished by the Allied imperial
ists in 1919 to delimit the bor
ders of the Soviet Union. In 
compensation fo r loss of eastern 
territories, he offers Poland a

slice of German territory. Stalin 
further proposes that Poland ad
here to the terms of the recently 
concluded Soviet-Czech pact.

The Soviet announcement con
tinues, however, to sharply at
tack the Polish Government-in- 
Exiie. The declaration states that 
this government is “ incapable of 
establishing friendly relations 
with the Soviet Union. . . in
capable of organizing an active 
struggle against the German in 
vaders in Poland itself...frequent- 
ly plays into the hands of the Ger
man invaders.”  Stalin directs his 
appeal to the “ Polish peoples”  in 
general.

A t the same time the Krem lii 
demonstratively announces iti 
use of Polish forces organized o i 
Soviet soil, in the advance tow
ard Warsaw, and continues to 
maintain the Union of Polish Pa
triots in Moscow which claims to 
speak fo r the Polish masses.

Stalin and the reactionary na
tionalistic Kremlin bureaucracy 
can only attempt to safeguard 
the Soviet Union by reviving the 
bankrupt policy of seeking to re
constitute “ friendly”  capitalist 
regimes, tied to the Kremlin’s 
“ sphere of influence.”

The 15th Anniversary plenum

(Continued on page 4)
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My Trip To Minneapolis With Comrade Cannon
B y Joseph Hansen

I t  was my privilege to accompany James 
P. Cannon from his home in New York to 
the County Jail in Minneapolis. His small 
valise was already packed when I arrived 
Tuesday afternoon, December 28. Smoking 
a cigar as he rested in his favorite chair, 
Jim seemed not i l l  at ease.

Rose, his wife, was busy at the typewrit
er, bringihg up to date the scoreboard of 
the branches of the Socialist Workers 
Party in their drive to collect $15,000 in 
celebration of the 15th anniversary of Am
erican Trotskyism. Rose is the dynamic 
manager of the campaign. Her gray hair 
fram ing dark eyes, Rose looked very beau
tifu l as she typed at Jim ’s desk. Only two 
nights before she had stood up at the fare
well banquet in New York to speak for 
the wives of the defendants and the Trot
skyist women of the party. I t  was hard to 
see the men go, she had said with simplic
ity , but there would be no moping. The 
women would carry on.

In Grand Central station Jim said good
bye to his family. I  could see that i t  was 
not easy fo r him to say farewell to his 
loved ones.

T h e  Jo u rn e y
We had taken a compartment on the 

Commodore Vanderbilt to Chicago, fo r Jim 
still had some editorial work to complete 
on the manuscript of his book, “ The His
tory of American Trotskyism,”  and did 
not want to be disturbed.

But Jim was stir} unsettled from his 
4eave taking. He watched the unsavory 
tenements of Harlem move past the train 
window—that monstrous ghetto where cap
italism forces the Negro people of New 
York to live in segregation. “ Some day 
we’ll wipe that out,”  Cannon said, clamp
ing his lips th in ly ; “ bring in the fresh air

and green of the country, move out the 
peop'e, destroy the old buildings, and build 
homes fit for human beings.”

Socialism indeed, w ill leave not one stone 
upon another where slum tenements now 
mar America. I f  billions upon countless 
billions can be wasted fo r destruction in 
war, why can’t  we build a decent habita
tion fo r every fam ily In the land? It  would 
cost fa r less than war and would make a 
lot more pleasant world. The road to 
achieving that great social gain, however, 
is not an easy one. Jim was on his way to 
prison now precisely because of a fight fo r 
such an alternative to imperialist war.

As the crack train gathered speed along 
the banks of the river the man bound for 
prison leaned back in his seat watching 
the barren trees and the ice-fringed water 
skim by. The pillars of a famous geologic 
formation moved in stately procession into 
the past—scenes of the Hudson l i t  up by 
a winter sun fo r the socialist to remember 
in the hard days ahead. The sun fe ll on 
his hair as the tra in  leaned around a curve, 
lighting up the gray waves like iron. “ The 
Palisades arc beautiful,”  he said. Jim is 
a man possessed of a deep passion fo r the 
earth, the mountains, the streams, lakes, 
forest, plains—all the ever-fresh variety 
that is America.

Rosedale, Kansas
A few questions led him to reminiscence. 

He was bom near the geographical center 
of the United States; in Rosedale, Kansas. 
The background of his childhood is the 
somber, backward life of the rural middle- 
west. For a ll practical purposes, his formal 
education ceased at the age of twelve. 
Only “ b itter w ill”  drove him forward. He 
carried a grocer’s notebook in which he 
jotted down new words he read in books. 
He memorized and tried to use in his con
versation these fascinating toads despite 
the jests of his companions, who, like many

farm boys considered education a huge 
joke.

“ When I write my autobiography,”  con
tinued Jim, “ I ’m going to call it  ‘The Hard 
Way’.”

Having graduated from formal schools 
at the age of 12, he went to work GO hours 
a week fo r the Sw ift Packing Company. 
His next job was in the KAT railroad 
yards at the age of 14; 70 hours a week, 
one day o ff a month fo r relaxation. When 
he spoke at the farewell banquet about the 
“ pathetic pleasures”  of those who have not 
yet gained the emancipating vision of so
cialism, Jim said, he had in mind that boy of 
Rosedale, Kansas, on his day off.

Jo hn  Dewey
I was reminded of an incident: several 

years ago at a banquet in New York for 
Angelica Balabanov which I attended, John 
Dewey, reflating how he came to serve on 
the Commission of Inquiry that exposed 
the Moscow Trials, said to Max Eastman 
in the presence of Cannon, “ This is the 
man who got me to serve on the Commis
sion. He appealed to my betler nature.”

I recalled the incident to Jim. “ How did 
the boy from Rosedale get an eminent per
son like John Dewey to serve on that Com
mission?”

Stalin was flooding the world w ith the 
most monstrous lies, Jim explained; mur
dering tens of thousands under pretense 
they were spies and traitors. He had even 
succeeded through his machinations with 
the Norwegian government in  preventing 
Trotsky from explaining to the world press 
what was happening. I t  was necessary to 
give Trotsky a hearing so that people who 
believed in tru th  could decide whether he 
was guilty of the charges, or not. Several 
people had already gone to Dewey to ask 
him to serve on the Commission but he had 
refused. His fam ily didn’t  want him to go 
to Mexico, fo r he was more than 80 years

old. “ I went lo him and told him what the 
situation was.” -Jim smiled warmly at the 
memory. “ I told him he must do some
thing for justice. I wouldn’t let him go 
until he agreed to do something fo r justice. 
That was how he came to serve on the 
Commission. That was how Trotsky was 
given the opportunity to prove his inno
cence before the whole world, to prove that 
he was the best defender of the Soviet 
Union.

F irs t W o r ld  W a r
As he smoked his pipe he answered an

other question of mine about the persecu
tion of socialists in the first world war, 
telling me his experience in Rosedale. Des
pite his becoming an advocate of the rights 
of labor and even a member of the IW W 
and Socialist Party the town elders still 
considered him as destined to be Congress
man. “ Probably they were right. I  might 
have ended up these past decades in Con
gress i f  I hadn’t  become convinued that the 
only worthwhile fight is the fight for so
cialism.

“ The crucial turning point was my at
titude on the war. In those days the Am
erican socialist movement hadn’t arrived 
at the correct approach to this question. 
We thought that the way out, in our un
certainty, was to become conscientious ob
jectors. Now we know of course that it  is 
wrong to separate yourself from your gen
eration; you sfhoivkl go w ith  them into 
the armed forces. When I came up before 
the board to register fo r the dra ft one of 
the venerable town elders tried to counsel 
me to advise me not to get in trouble—to 
go along—but when he asked me what to 
put down, I said, ‘Conscientious objector.’

‘“ Why?' he asked me.
‘“ I don't believe in the war.’
“ The others didn’t think they had heard 

right. ‘What did he say?’ one of them 
asked.

“  ‘He doesn’t believe in the war.’
“ ‘ I ’ll never forget the way he said that, 

without lifting  or turning his head. He felt 
very bad that I would do such a thing.
P ersecu tions

“ From then on I was a pariah in my 
own home town. No work. Complete isola
tion. They came and took away my w ife ’s 
kitchen cabinet. You don’t  know now what 
that means—but in Rosedale i t  was a te r
rible blow. My litt le  boy held on to the 
man’s legs, b iting him like a little  dog be
cause they were taking away his mother’s 
kitchen cabinet. They took away our phon
ograph records. I ’ll never forget how my 
litt le  boy went around cranking his arm 
and hand, pretending he was playing a 
phonograph record. The whole world seem
ed against us.

“ Finally we had nothing to go with our 
mush, except a quart of m ilk a day. The 
milkman took p ity on us week after week, 
leaving a bottle each morning without ask
ing fo r money. Maybe he sympathized a 
little . Finally one day I went out to get 
the m ilk and i t  wasn’t  there, just the empty 
bottle I  had put out. Tom Hampton hadn’t 
le ft the m ilk that morning. He wasn’t  go
ing to leave any more without money. I 
had two babies and a. wife waiting inside 
the house. I  just sat down on the step and 
held that empty bottle in my hands.

“ I know what desperate poverty means. 
I ’ve had to s tu ff my books in the stove to 
keep my fam ily from freezing to death.”

The outrage of those days was s till dis
cernible in the timbre of his voice as he 
spoke.

Now, for the second time, he was being 
hounded and persecuted for his opposition 
to the imperialist war. That was why he 
was now on the train, speeding toward the 
federal penitentiary.

As evening reddened the sky, Jim turned 
to the editorial: work le ft on his “ History 
of American Trotskyism.”  Many things in

that book stirred his memory. Tt was al
most morning before Jim was ready to 
turn in.

Changed T ra in s
We changed trains at Chicago, leaving 

the sprawling smoke which clothed that 
city for the sunlit fla t lands of Illinois. We 
now rode a bit closer to the blinds, that is, 
in a coach jammed w ith the tra ffic  of war, 
soldiers and sailors on furlough, workers, 
women and children.

“ What song is that?”  I asked, hearing 
him humming a tune.

“ Haven’t  you ever heard it?  I t ’s one of 
Joe H ill’s best.”  Joe H ill was the IW W  
poet who came from Sweden to put the 
thoughts and emotions of the m ilitant 
American working man to music.

“ Shall I sing you the words?”  Jim ask
ed. Then and there he presented me w ith 
Joe H ill’s famous ballad “ Overalls and 
Snuff.”  The words seemed singularly ap
propriate in view of the present labor 
crisis on the railroads fo r the song tells 
about the railroad strikers of an earlier 
day who sang, “ We’ll build no more damn 
railroads just fo r overalls and snuff.”

Past and F u tu re
Time has a strange quality. S itting be

side Jim as the train rushed up the banks 
of the Mississippi ever closer to Minneap
olis time seemed to be draining away in
exorably. The future bore down heavier up
on us; prison bars, cells, finger-printing and 
mugging of socialists as i f  this were old 
Czarist Russia and not America. The past 
was with us too, Jim ’s boyhood in Kansas, 
his struggle to hew a path to truth  and 
knowledge, the Wobbles, the martyrs of 
the first World War. ,

But the great goal of the future rode 
with us too, the inspiring vision of a free 
world in which mankind w ill have every
thing that science ran provide to satisfy 
our lives.

T r a d e  U n i o n  
N o t e s

B y Joseph K e lle r

N. Y . Central Branch Tops Quota

Under direct pressure and in-1 
tim idation of government repre-1 
sentatives, who were aided by a , 
servile national union leadership,1 
a booing, jeering, 4-hour mass 
meeting of striking Cramp Ship 
Building Corp. workers at Phila
delphia reluctantly agreed to end 
a 3-day strike last week.

The strike, second w ithin three 
months, involved 17,000 workers. 
Its  immediate cause was the ar
b itrary firing of 52 painters. But 
its roots lay in months of com
pany provocations and discrim
inations following the failure of 
CIO International Union of Mar
ine and Shipbuilding Workers 
Local 42 to secure an adequate 
contract last June on the ex
piration of its previous contract.

A fte r protracted stalling by 
the company, the contract dispute 
was firs t turned over to an ar
b itra tor and finally to the War 
Labor Board, where i t  has since 
been buried. In  the meantime, 
the company has taken deliber
ate advantage of the union’s no- 
strike pledge to fire local m ilit
ants and violate previous con
tract provisions.

F iring  of a leading shop stew
ard last October led to a brief 
strike which the national leader
ship squelched, but w h i c h  
brought government assurances 
of prompt action on their WLB 
case. This promise has likewise 
been buried.

The strikers were particularly 
b itter against IUMSWA Presi
dent John Green, and other na
tional leaders, who were repeat
edly and roundly booed at the 
mass meeting because of their 
support of the government and 
bosses against the strikers. The 
shipyard workers have the right 
spirit, but more than boos are 
necessary to win their demands 
against such a treacherous lead
ership. They need to build a new 
m ilitant leadership which w ill 
lead them in the fight.

*  *  *

Sherman Dalrymple, Interna
tional president of the CIO United 
Rubber Workers Union has added 
another score to his already un
enviable record as a tool of the 
R o o s e v e l t  administration — 
against his own union. Last week 
he ordered the General Tire lo
cal in Akron to summarily ex
pel 72 of the workers involved 
in  a strike against General Tire 
and Rubber Co. W illiam  O’Neill, 
president o f  th e  Company, 
promptly announced that the 72 
men would be fired

Dalrymple c a s t  i  gated the 
striking workers and said that 
they had violated the no-strike 
pledge and the URW constitu
tion.

Dalrymple’s vicious a c t i o n  
should be no surprise. I t  is en
tire ly  consistent w ith  his reac
tionary record.

Early last spring the Akron 
rubber locals voted to call a one- 
day strike to protest the W LB’s 
delaying tactics. The one day

demonstration was set fo r June 
2, the anniversary of the date 
on which the original wage in 
crease demands were filed with 
the WLB in 1942. Dalrymple de
nounced the locals and demand
ed that they rescind their decis
ion. Even the threat of a gener
al work stoppage was enough to 
jog the WLB into action. Late 
in May the Board handed down 
a miserly three cent increase, 
despite a recommendation by its 
own regional panel fo r an eight 
cent increase.

This insulting “ increase”  so 
incensed the Akron workers that 
a general rubber strike was call
ed. Again Dalrymple jumped to 
the defense of the bosses. He or
dered the strikers back to work 
forthwith. So great was the rank 
and file pressure that even Dal
rymple had to add his voice 
however, to those of the local 
union leaders in demanding that 
the WLB reconsider its award.

: In July the WLB reaffirm
e d  its three cent award. Since 
I that time Dalrymple, by threats 
, and compulsion, has barely 
managed to keep the rubber 
workers under control. Last 
week a strike among the band 
building workers caused a gen
eral shut down of the General 
Tire and Rubber Co. plants at 
Akron, and Dalrymple proved 
himself once again his own 
union’s worst enemy.

*  *  *

The strike of municipal work
ers in Montreal which began on 
Dec. 21 when 2000 clerks and 
stenographers walked out, has 
spread to include the m ilk test
ers, meat inspectors and clinical 
staffs. These workers are de
manding an annual wage in
crease - ranging from $395 to 
$500.

This strike follows hard on 
the heels of a successful four
teen hour strike of police and 
firemen in Montreal.

These strikes are particularly 
significant in judging the grow
ing unrest of Canadian labor 
against government restrictions 
and phony cost-of-living bonuses.

The militancy of these munici
pal workers and their acceptance 
of a place w ithin the trade union 
movement can serve as a valu
able lesson to the 15 m illion U. S. 
white collar workers over whom 
the capitalist press has recently 
shed so many crocodile tears. A 
liv ing wage can be won only by 
m ilitant, organized labor action. 

* * *
3500 employes of the street 

cleaning, r u b b i s h  collection, 
water and highway departments 
of Philadelphia went on strike 
on January G fo r an increase of 
10 cents per hour. The strike 
was voted by 1500 members of 
the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Em
ployes, at the expiration o f a 
truce arrived at last November, 
between the union and the city 
administration.

B y Rose K a rsn e r, D ire c to r
Branches of the SWP have eloquently expressed their soli

darity with the 18 Class-War prisoners by rushing in their collec
tions on the 15th Anniversary-?15,000 Fund before these com
rades were locked behind prison bars.

In 1 his connection special mention goes to the following 
branches: San Diego, New Haven, Allentown, San Francisco, 
Milwaukee and Central Branch of Local New 
York. A ll these branches came in with 100% 
and better before New Year’s Day 1944.

A t the same time we must point out that all 
the branches, w ithout exception, have been ex
erting their efforts toward the successful com
pletion of the Campaign. Even those branches 
which are still in the Zero column have written 
letters telling us that they are har'd at work 
on the collections and that they w ill come in 
w ith their quotas on time. Milwaukee, fo r ex
ample, jumped from Zero to 100% w ith  one re
mittance.

Reba Aubrey, the Local New York Director, 
writes: “ New York is divided into three Branch
es. Brooklyn and Queens have not yet fu lfilled  
their pledges because their members arc feco- 
nomically so situated as to make i t  impossible 
for them to take more than a limited amount 
out of the ir weekly pay envelopes. Central 
Branch however fu lfilled  its quota at the Fare
well Dinner, and has now gone over w ith an ad
ditional 9%. The other Branches w ill come 
through O. K. and we w ill be listed w ith the 
100% Branches very soon.”

Especially gra tify ing are the returns in this 
Campaign from the members-at-large, friends 
and sympathizers. We take this opportunity to 
acknowledge their contributions as well as to 
thank them for their co-operation:

FROM MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

Gonz, N. J.............................................$ 5.00
R. Young, A la......................................  10.00
C. H. & L. B., Portland ...................... 30.00
Montana ...............................   10.00
Dayton ..................................................  25.00
C. Canton, 0 .........................................  5.00
Ft. Wayne, Ind....................................... 5.00
Pittsburgh ............................................. 12.00

FROM FRIENDS
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NEW YORK G. H....................................... 1.00
Phil S., .......................... .. 5.00 1.00
Anon, through Gold . . . . . 10.00 Isabel .................................. 1.00
Dan, through J. W......... Jeanne D............................... 1.00
Don .................................. .. 40.00 Anon through W. Walters 15.00
H. Kass .......................... . 5.00 M. Parker, N, J................... 5.00
H. Kerz ............. ........., . . 3.00 Fresno friend ..................... 5.00
Dora B.............................. . 5.00 Minneapolis fr ie n d ............. 1.00
I. Berm .......................... . 2.00 G. C., Calif........................... 5.00
I. R.................................... . 5.00 Anonymous friends, total . 70.00
Maria . . 5.00
Jim .................................. . LOO Total ........................ - 388.00

Sunday Night Forum
T opic

“ THE END OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY’
Speaker

W ILLIAM  WARDE

Sunday, January 9, 1944

Auspices: New York School of Social Science 
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE (Cor. 13th Street) 

NEW YORK CITY

S C O R E B O A R D
Quota Paid Percent

New Haven 50.00 75.00 150
San Francisco 1.000.00 1,200.00 120
Milwaukee 25.00 27.50 110
San Diego 100.00 100.00 100
Allentown 25.00 25.00 100
New York 2,500.00 2,303.00. 92
Detroit 2,000.00 1,624.50 81
Newark 300.00 240.00 80
Los Angeles 2,000.00 1,437.16 72
Boston 300.00 211.00 70
Buffalo 300.00 389.50 63
Twin Cities 1,000.00 620.00 62
Cleveland 200.00 100.00 50
Youngstown 200.00 300.00 50
Members-at-large

and Friends 800.00 388.00 49
Chicago 2,000.00 798.33 40
Reading 75.00 30.00 40
Seattle 1,000.00 350.00 35
Toledo 100.00 35.00 35
Bayonne 300.00 83.50 28
St. Louis 100.00 25.00 25
Akron 200.00 50.00 25
East Chicago 100.00 0 0
F lin t 100.00 0 0
Philadelphia 350.00 0 0
Quakertown 25.00 0 0
Rochester 50.00 0 0

TOTALS 10,012.29 67

U nion Heads R eject 
Wage Freeze Scheme

A t the beginning of the new 
year we find many of our agents 
expressing the desire to clean 
up the debts of the old year. St. 
Paul asks: “ I f  you haven’t  al
ready done so, w ill you please 
send us a statement of our l i t 
erature account. We w ill try  to 
get this cleared up so that we 
can start the new year o ff w ith 
a clean slate.”

*  *  *

Some of our agents have al
ready paid their 1943 financial 
obligations in fu ll. They are as 
follows: Boston, Chicago, Detroit, 
Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Minne
apolis, Newark, New Haven,
Seattle, and Toledo.

* * *
Our agent in Baton Rouge,

Louisiana, has had some tough 
luck, but we are more than w ill
ing to cooperate w ith him during 
this period. He write>s: “ I  do
know that The M ilitant needs 
money as bad as ever, and I  w ill 
send some money as soon as I 
can.

“ I have been sick and out of a 
job and had no one to carry on 
the work.

“ W ill send some money on our 
b ill as soon as I  can.”

* * *
San Francisco continues to 

appear in  this column every 
week, because of the excellent 
work they are doing in obtaining 
subscriptions. The agent’s letter 
this week merits printing in fu ll: 
“ Enclosed find money order cov
ering seven six-months’ subscrip
tions to The M ilitant.

“ This week’s picture is much 
different and I  trust it  looks as 
encouraging to you as i t  does to 
us.

“ Out of fo rty-four call-backs', 
we found only ten not interested; 
twenty-seven asked that we call 
again, as the Xmas sp irit had hit 
their pocketbooks; and we ac
quired seven regular subscribers 
to our press.

“ The experience we had on 
our first attempt at renewals 
was due I am sure, to the time. 
Just before Xmas everyone is 
concerned, with th e ir own per
sonal problems.”

Our San Francisco agent is be
ing very modest about the re
suits of their “ first attempt at 
renewals.”  You w ill remember 
the letter of last week in which 
the agent enclosed five subs and 
stated: “ We have contact now 
with three very fine Negro fam
ilies . . . ”

(Continued from page 1)
unionists. Whitney adds insult to 
in ju ry by publishing a jingle in 
a circular distributed to his mem
bership, rid iculing the three of
ficials holding out against the 
Roosevelt award by referring to 
them as: “ Three blind mice.” 
Whitney probably feels that his 
role in  ratting on the railway 
workers qualifies him as an ex
pert on rodents. His servility 
toward Roosevelt and the newly 
created “ colonels” placed in 
charge of the railroad by the War 
Department stands in glaring con
trast to his attitude of contempt 
toward bis union colleagues. The 
corrupt bureaucrats have as little  
compunction about double-crossing 
each other as they have in be
traying their own membership.
The top union officials have per

mitted Roosevelt to hold his wage 
freezing line against the mass of 
workers by a carefully cultivated 
policy of preventing organized 
labor from throwing its unified 
strength against the administra
tion. In the ra il dispute the 
operating unions were split, from 
the non - operating unions. The 
operating unions closely associated 
in the Railway Brotherhoods split 
in two sections at a decisive 
moment.

A t the moment when the rail

crisis had reached its peak, the 
steel workers wage dispute erupt
ed into a walkout, of approximately 
200,000 men. It was the first time 
that Roosevelt had to confront two 
powerful sections of labor at the 
same time and the hysterical labor 
baiting campaign that, followed 
was testimony to the frigh t of the 
boss class.

LABOR UNITY
Upon Roosevelt’s intervention, 

Murray hastened to send the steel 
workers back to their jobs without 
having gained any real conces
sions. The Philadelphia conven
tion of the CIO had encouraged 
all affiliated unions to press for 
wage increases—but had not taken 
any steps toward organizing the 
legions of labor for a unified 
march against the L ittle  Steel 
formula upon which they had 
declared war. The strategy of 
spacing labor’s marching legions 
so far apart that Roosevelt can 
deal w ith them one at a time is 
the height of fo’.ly. To send 
solitary detachments against a 
powerful enemy is to invite 
disaster. I t  is necessary to close 
ranks, to march together, to 
present a solid front. Only in that 
way can victory be assured.

( Sec E d ito r ia l on Labor U n ity , 
page l,.)

N E W  Y O R K  SC H O O L O F S O C IA L  SCIENCE
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE 

Announces 2 New Study Groups 
M ARXIAN ECONOMICS

Study the Communist Manifesto, Value, Price and Profit, 
Wage Labor and Capital, State and Revolution; 

course, including pamphlets, $2 
Instructor: H. SELLERS 

Wednesdays, at 8 P. M., beginning January 19

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
Text: F irs t Volume of Trotsky’s History 

Instructor: SYLVIA  STEIN

Course $2

Fridays, at 8 P. M., beginning January 21

IN  CHICAGO 

at

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS’ 
BOOKSHOP

Open Daily (except Sundays) 

11 A. M. to 5:30 P. M. 

Thursday Evenings 5:30 to 9 

160 N. WELLS STREET 
Tel. Dea. 7562

Aid Labor’s 18
Political Prisoners and Their Families 

They Are Counting On YO U!
JAMES T. FARRELL, Chairman
C IV IL  RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE
160 F ifth  Avenue, New York City 10, N. Y.

Here is my contribution of ? ........... to the Fund

for the relief of the 18 political prisoners in the 

Minneapolis “ Gag”  Law case and their families.

Name

Address

City and State
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The ‘ •l a b o r  wrra a  w h i t s  b k t n  c a m -
HOT E M A N C IP A TE  IT S E L F  W H E R E  
LABOR W IT H  A  B LA C K  S K IN  IB 
B R A N D E D ” — K A R L M A R K

Negro Struggle
_ By D avid  Ransom  _ _ _ _ _

FDR Offers Negroes Another Committee
There are none so blind as 

those who w ill not see. This in 
cludes the editors of the Pitts
burgh Courier, a leading Negro 
newspaper. They bfelieve Roose- 
velt took a “ necessary step”  
when he set up a three-man 
committee to negotiate with the 
16 southern railroads who defied 
an FEPC order. In the January 
8 issue of their paper they say. 
“ President Roosevelt wants all 
the facts before him before he 
makes a final decision.”

But Roosevelt has all the facts 
and he has made a decision—in 
favor of Jim Crow. Roosevelt 
refused to back up the FEPC 
and crack down on the 16 ra il
roads that wouldn’t  obey its or
der to s t  o p discriminating 
against Negroes. Instead he 
created another committee. So 
now these railroads and every 
other boss in the country can 
keep righ t on Jim Crowing Ne
groes. Those are the facts.

Of course Roosevelt needs this 
new committee but not for fact
finding purposes. He needs it  in 
order to keep up the pretense 
that the government is fighting 
against discrimination.

The same day that Roosevelt 
created this new committee he 
ordered the army to take over 
the railroads. Some Negro lead
ers hoped that Roosevelt would 
instruct the army to enforce the 
rulings of the FEPC. And they 
sent telegrams to the White 
House asking Roosevelt to do so.

Roosevelt remained silent, but 
General Somervell, federal oper
ator of the railroads spoke, his 
litt le  piece fo r the administra
tion: the army was not concern
ed w ith the dispute between the 
FEPC and the railroads. Every
thing, he said, was to be frozen 
as of “ 7 P.M. on December 27, 
1943,”  including the vicious Jim 
Crowing of Negro railroad work
ers.

As the executive head ol (he 
bosses’ , government, Roosevelt 
tells the Negroes that to expect 
equal opportunities now is to ex
pect “ the millenium”  and refuses 
to act against the anti-Negro 
railroad corporations. But Roose
velt, as he has shown, is ready to 
move heaven and earth to de
fend the interests of these' same 
railroad companies.

L e t  th e  railroad workers 
threaten to strike fo r a modest 
wage increase and Roosevelt 
rushes the army onto the scene 
w ith the cry “ I can’t wait.”  A ll 
the police power and moral auth
o rity  of the government are in
stantly set in motion to back up 
the bosses in an attempt to 
crush the workers’ struggle fo r 
better conditions.

No doubt self-appointed lead
ers of the Negro people w ill keep 
on sending telegrams to the 
White House. But there is a les
son to be drawn from the failure 
of the Roosevelt administration 
to act against discrimination. I f  
Negi-oes depend on the govern
ment to fight fo r their rights 
they w ill indeed have to wait 
until the millenium. The only 
way to even get respectful hear
ing from the bosses and the  gov
ernment is by organizing and

Stalinists And Ford Bosses 
Join In  Smearing Union Men

NEW YORK CITY — There 
appeared recently on the bulletin 
boards of the Ford Instrument 
Company, Long Island City, a 
large placard entitled: “ How to 
Identify Any F ifth  Columnist in 
Our Riant.”  The placard lists 
“ twenty means of identification." 
Interspersed among “ wanton and 
wasteful”  destruction of “ mate
rials”  and breaking tools “ excess
ively”  are the following:

1. He encourages slowdowns.
2. He accuses the government 

of engaging it f  a “ bosses war.”
3. He constantly criticizes his 

superiors.
4. He sponsors wildcat strikes 

or walkouts.
5. He demands coddling in 

working conditions and refuses 
to put up with any hardships no 
matter how necessary they may 
be.

6. He engages in horseplay 
during working hours.

7. He mutilates important 
shop bulletins.

8. He razzes and intimidates 
efficient Workers who are loyal 
to the war production program.

i). He circulates seditious 
pamphlets or leaflets in the 
shop.

10. He says he is only inter
ested in helping to win a “ work
ers’ war”  for a “ workers’ re
public.”

WORKERS’ REACTION
The reaction of the workers in 

the plant was expressive of their 
attitude towards this brazen union 
busting witch-hunt. Some angrily 
tore (lie placards from the bulletin 
boards—others passed i t  off as a 
bad joke, going from one machine 
to another joshing their fellow 
workers: “ I ’m a fifth columnist. 
Do you know anyone who isn't.” 

The War Production Committee 
which authored the “ identifica
tions”  was made up of Ford Com

pany officials and Stalinists. The 
character of the "identifications” 
shows 1he unmistakeable imprint 
of the typical Stalinist method of 
taking ideas of class conscious 
workers, plus common demands of 
a'l progressive unionists and 
lumping them together w ith vio
lations of safety rules or deliber
ate destruction and labelling them 
all “ fifth  columnist.”

The expression "F ifth  Column” 
had its origin in the Spanish Civil 
war. Franco boasted that lie had 
four columns outside Madrid and 
a fifth  column within the city, 
undermining and weakening the 
workers' defense of the city in 
favor of the fascists. The Stalinists 
have perverted and distorted the 
term "fifth columnist” and con
verted it into an epithet which 
they hurl at all progressive and 
militant unionists who oppose 
their piece work, speed-up, com
pany-union program.

“ FIFTH COLUMNIST”
The term "fifth  columnist” 

could, with greater justification, 
bo applied to the Stalinist finks 
who join with the bosses in under- 
•mining the gains which the work
ers have made through bitter 
struggle. Those blackguards who 
have achieved top rank w ithin the 
labor movement as out-and-out 
strike-breakers have the cast iron 
gall to stigmatize honest union 
fighters as fifth columnists.

That the workers in the Long 
Island City Ford Instrument 
Plant, understood the role of the 
Stalinists was proven in the union 
election.

The Stalinists and their stooges 
in Local 425, United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers of 
America were administered a 
crushing defeat by an overwhelm
ing majority of the local union

A r t Young, the beloved American socialist cartoonist and 
humorist, who died in New York on Dec. 29 at the age of 77, fought 
his whole life  “ w ith a pencil well-sharpened for attack in the 
ranks of those who do the world’s work”  and against “ the tyranny 
of wealth.”  W'e reproduce one of the cartoons for which A r t Young, 
as one of the four editors of THE MASSES, was indicted and 
tried for his anti-war and anti-capitalist propaganda during the 
firs t world war.

membership. The American work
ing class w ill tolerate no traitors 
w ithin their ranks once their eyes

are opened to the true character 
and role of these labor flunkeys 
of Big Business.

British Use Palestine 
Trials To Bolster Rule

PIO NEER PARAGRAPHS

WHY VAST SOCIAL UPHEAVALS 
ARE UNAVOIDABLE IN JAPAN

By A. Roland
What is the explanation of the 

concerted raids and arrests and 
imprisonment of Jews by the 
British authorities in  Palestine? 
The most recent action of the 
British authorities has been the 
brutal sentencing to long terms 
in ja il of seven Jewish settlers 
of the village of Kibbutz Hulda. 
This village has been under re
peated attack by the Arabs. I t  
was destroyed in the riots of 
1929 and suffered casualties and 
damages in the outbreaks of 
1936-39. The settlers had stored 
weapons fo r self-defense against 
possible renewed outbreaks in 
the future. Tlie B ritish  riders 
have declared this illegal.

What strikes the eye firs t in 
these tria ls is the brazen hypo
crisy of the British imperialists. 
I t  is a well-known fact that the 
British are themselves respon
sible fo r intrigues in  which the 
Arabs are incited against the 
Jews. Gun-running to the Arabs 
is also a consistent part of the 
game that Brita in  plays in Pales
tine and the Middle East. The 
timely, i f  muddled, book by 
Pierre Van Paasen, “ The Forgot
ten A lly ,”  proves this fact and 
shows how B rita in ’s one concern 
is—her own imperial interests.

Everywhere British capitalism 
carries out a policy of complicat
ed intrigue and trickery to main
tain its deadly grip on colonies 
and spheres of influence. The 
keystone of its diplomacy has 
always been to divide and rule. 
In Europe i t  relied on the bal
ance of power, the division of 
Europe into two more or less 
evenly m a t c h e d  imperialist 
camps w ith England as the bal
ance wheel. In India, the British 
play o ff Hindu against Moslem. 
In Palestine i t  is Arab against

opportunist reasoning of the 
Stalinists. Bourgeois property 
relations and the capitalist sys
tem of exploitation extending 
over both the proletariat and the 
peasantry, decree the revolution
ary overthrow of the ruling class 
and the establishment of the dic
tatorship of the proletariat as 
the only reed of salvation for 
both workers and peasants. I f  in 
the high tide of the Japanese 
revolution, th e  revolutionary 
party of the masses should seek 
t  o discover a n intermediate, 
“ democratic”  solution fo r the 
great social tasks, the inevitable 
result w ill be the disorientation 
and destruction of the revolu
tionary forces and the restora
tion of power to the bankrupt 
ruling class.

(From “ The Founding Confer
ence of the Fourth Internation
al” , Pages 65-67, published by 
Socialist Workers Party of U.S., 
Jan. 1939, 128 pages, 25c. Order 
from Pioneer Publishes, 116 Uni
versity PL, New York 3, N. Y.)

Jew. In India the English set up 
the pretense of defending the 
rights of the m inority against 
the majority. But in Palestine i t  
is the m ajority who must be de
fended against the “ encroach
ments”  of the minority.

BUFFER STATE
The British were never inter

ested in a homeland fo r the 
Jews. Lloyd George, when he 
gave his consent to the Balfour 
Declaration, intended merely to 
establish a buffer state which 
would prevent the French imper
ialists from gaining control of 
Palestine and thus getting too 
close to the Suez Canal and the 
Mediterranean life-line of B rit
ish imperialism. He desired also 
to set up a force upon which he 
could rely in case of Arab revolt. 
He proposed to use the Jews as 
a pawn in the game of colonial 
power politics. The British did 
not foresee the rapid decay of 
Europe, the coming-to-power of 
a H itle r and the terrible p light 
of the Jewish people which 
would bring the need fo r some 
haven of refuge. W ith all other 
doors closed by the callous dis
regard fo r human suffering 
shown by all the capitalist pow
ers (and the Stalinist bureau
cracy as well) Palestine became 
the one hope of refuge fo r hun
dreds of thousands of Jews. Pal
estine grew much faster than the 
British had bargained fo r in their 
intrigues w ith the lives of other 
peoples. The n e w situation 
threatened to upset the balance 
of forces in the Near East.

The calculating British ruling 
class fears also the effect of the 
ideas of an advanced European 
people like the Jews on the Near 
East. True enough the top strata 
of these Jews in Palestine have 
shown willingness to a lly them
selves and identify their lot w ith 
that of Britain. These Jews are 
once again being given an ob
ject lesson in the u tter fo lly  of 
placing reliance on an oppressing 
class. That class has repeatedly 
shown its complete readiness to 
sacrifice the lives of millions of 
Englishmen to save the rule of 
the capitalists let alone the lives 
of other peoples.

!ion of the oil i ‘ ;hcs of i lv  N fa ' 
East and the maintenance of the 
routes of Empire.

The Arabs who turn their 
wrath and their guns against the 
Jews; the Jews who plan to fight 
the Arabs, w itting ly  or unwit
ting ly  play the game they have 
been assigned by the British 
rulers. The hatreds engendered 
by bloody clashes between these 
peoples make more d ifficu lt any 
real solution. They merely as
sure the success of British pol
icy. That policy aims to prevent 
Arab unity and an Arab state 
just as much as i t  desires to pre
vent the creation of a Jewish 
homeland.

UNITY AGAINST 
IMPERIALISTS

I t  is u tte rly  utopian fo r the 
Jewish people to th ink that they 
can bargain w ith  the British Raj 
fo r their future. Just as i t  is 
utopian fo r the Arabs to think 
that they can win their freedom 
w ith the aid of the British en
slavers. Yet i t  is this policy that 
is pursued, despite a ll the lessons 
of the past and present, by the 
so-called “ practical”  politicians 
among the Jews. Real salvation 
lies rather in a jo in t struggle 
against the common oppressors, 
the imperialists. Real salvation 
lies in an alliance of all the col
onial peoples w ith the working 
c l a s s  inside the imperialist 
country.

Business Magazine 
Boasts Frameup of 
18 Helps Bosses

(Continued from page 1)

members fo r 544-AFL in opposi
tion to 544-CIO.

VIOLENCE USED
“ These organizers soon had 

signed up several thousand truck 
drivers in their union, by rough- 
and-tumble means when persua
sion failed.”

But Business Week which 
speaks as the very voice of Am
erican capitalism, does not “ de
plore”  this violence. On the con
trary, i t  approvingly explains 
the beneficial results fo r the 
bosses to be gained from the 
leadership put in  power by this 
violence.

“ Typical of the leadership now 
governing . . .  is a recent inci
dent in  which 544 (A FL) worked 
w ith  a Minneapolis brewery- to 
defeat a strike of an independent 
brewery workers’ union.”

This leadership, observes Busi
ness Week, “ believes i t ’s now 
possible to be reasonable in re
lations w ith  employers.”  So rea
sonable i t  m ight have added, that 
this leadership has signed, be
hind the backs of the union men, 
the worst contracts of recent 
Minneapolis drivers union his
tory.

This, entire .brazen admission 
of Business Week adds another 
confirmation to the fact that be
hind the frame-up of the 18 is 
the hand of Big Business, which 
found w illing tools in Roosevelt, 
Attorney General Biddle and 
Tobin.

BRITISH INTRIGUES
The raids on the Jewish settle

ments, (he “ exposure”  that the 
Jews have arms, the disarming 
of these settlers—all of this is a 
form of incitement of the Arab 
population against the Jews. It 
is also a means of creating tu r
moil among the Jewish settlers 
so as to bring about a “ critical” 
situation, a situation that w ill 
“ call”  fo r continued British oc
cupation of Palestine. The Jews 
cannot maintain the peace. The 
Arabs cannot do so either. The 
British must therefore remain in 
the sheer interests of humanity 
—not to menrio n the exploita-
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Teheran - Sinister Product 
Of Secret Diplomacy

— ----- B y N orm an Danie ls_____________.

Hollywood has developed the 
art of publicity to an exception
ally high degree. A  producer 
w ill spare no money in hiring 
the m o s t  enterprising press 
agents who know how to arouse 
public interest in a film sched
uled fo r release. In his publicity, 
a press agent w ill generally 
stress that the film has been in 
the making fo r a very long time; 
that there was a huge number of 
people involved in the produc
tion; that the cost mounted into 
millions of dollars, etc. One 
trick, slightly worn w ith  use, is 
to keep the star of the film in 
the public eye at all costs, even 
i f  a divorce scandal is required.

The Teheran conference need
ed no such build-up. The public 
interest exceeded anything the 
most i m a g i n a  tive Hollywood 
press agent could have hoped for 
in his wildest dreams.

GLOBAL AUDIENCE
The w-hole mass of humanity 

inhabiting this war - lorn globe 
waited with bated breath fo r the 
word from Teheran. What great
er audience is possible? Even if  
we Should discount the millions 
of Indians so weakened by fam
ine and pestilence that they 
could not sit up and take note 
of Teheran; even i f  we should 
discount those millions liv ing in 
their own world of grief for the 
near ones they have lost in the 
war and who therefore had no 
mind for Teheran; even i f  wc 
should discount th e  millions 
bombed out of their homes who 
wander all over Europe without 
any possessions, too obsessed 
with the herculean task of find
ing shelter and bread, and un
mindful therefore of Teheran; 
even i f  we should discount the 
millions who have, grown disil
lusioned by this warring world 
and therefore cherished r.o hope 
that anything good could come 
of the conferences of the war 
leaders—it s till remains a fact 
that a vast global audience w a il
ed with the greatest anxiety and 
anticipation for the message 
from Teheran.

And why not?
Everybody knew that the pres

ident of the United States did 
not travel those thousands of 
miles fo r the mere pleasure of 
the trip . Everybody understood 
that the first minister of the 
British Crown who is bent w ith 
age did not journey this long 
distance from London while scar
cely recovered from a severe case 
of pneumonia merely to contract 
another c a s e  of pneumonia. 
Everybody knew that dictator 
Stalin who had not le ft the con
fines of Russia since the October 
Revolution did not go to Teheran 
merely to kiss a g if t  sword and 
get photographed in his new 
Marshal’s uniform.

DECISIONS MADE
Everybody understood t h a t  

the leaders of the three great 
allied powers did not get to
gether merely to toast each 
other and to wash down rare 
Russian caviar w ith  the choicest 
champagne. There were-decisions 
of fa r reaching importance and 
consequence to he made—decis
ions affecting the lives and fu 
ture of humanity. Humanity 
wanted to know the nature of 
these decisions. Is there any
thing abnormal about this ? Is it  
idle curiosity to be' concerned 
about one’s own destiny?

The interest of the people in 
the Teheran Conference was ac
centuated by the knowledge that 
the fortunes of war have turned 
in favor of those gathered at the 
conference, and that the message 
coming out of Teheran would 
carry with it  the weight of auth
ority backed by crushing power.

The conference was concluded 
December 1, but the days passed 
and anguished humanity waited 
and waited, but no word from 
Teheran. The suspense grew w ith 
every day.

And then, on December 7, a 
brief statement appeared in the

press in the name of Roosevelt, 
Churchill and Stalin, stating in 
essence:

. . we have concerted our 
plans fo r the destruction of the 
German forces.”

But everybody took this for 
granted. The question in every
one’s mind was not “ how are they 
to achieve the victory over the 
Axis?”  but “ what w ill they do 
with the victory?”  That is why 
there was so little  anxiety over 
the decisiohs on m ilita ry strat
egy. Everyone took Cor granted 
that the purely m ilita ry decis
ions would remain secret.

But what about the political 
decisions?

FIRST CONFERENCE
In this war, Teheran was the 

firs t conference of its kind. The 
heads of the. three powers who 
gathered at Teheran have been 
allied in  the struggle against the 
Axis powers fo r two long and 
try ing  years. What prevented 
them from holding such a con
ference earlier? What were' the 
insurmountable obstacles that 
kept them apart fo r two years? 
Were these obstacles overcome? 
How were they overcome?

These are some of the ques
tions that demand an answer.

The men who are shedding 
their blood on the far-flung bat
tlefields, their families at home 
who are paying the heavy cost 
of this devastating 'war, want to 
know furthermore what kind of 
a world they w ill get fo r the price 
of their great sacrifices.

There is nothing abnormal 
about this. I t  is not a case of 
idle curiosity.

No one likes to buy anything 
blind. This is especially true 
when the pi-ice demanded is mea
sured in the terms of .human life  
and blood.

W HAT KIND OF WORLD
Now, what kind of a world did 

Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin 
map out at their meeting?

Is i t  a world where freedom 
w ill reign supreme ? A world 
free from fear, free from want? 
Then by all means le t’s tell about 
it. Let’s shout about i t  from  the 
roof tops. Let there not be a 
single person on this earth who 
would remain ignorant of it. Yes, 
let every German soldier, every 
Japanese soldier know it, maybe 
they w ill lay down their arms 
and refuse to fight. Countless 
human lives would thus be saved.

I f  a free world was mapped 
at Teheran then what are we 
waiting for? Let’s get started! 
India m ight he a good place to 
start. There is a great market in 
India fo r freedom from fear and 
freedom from want. They have 
been in need of i t  fo r a long 
time. From there we could pro
ceed throughout the world.

But here is where we run into 
a serious obstacle. The statesmen 
who met at Teheran have lost 
their power of speech. Is i t  a 
case of stage-fright at the sight 
of hundreds of millions o f human 
eyes fixed upon them? But they 
have plenty of ways of speaking 
to the world without necessarily 
fading the anxious eyes of the 
people. They control the press, 
the radio, the movies. They are 
not at all camera shy. Why 
shouldn’t  they speak out?

The impenetrable veil of se
crecy which shrouded the delib
erations of Roosevelt, Churchill 
and Stalin at the Teheran con
ference, is in  itse lf a clue to the 
character of those deliberations.

The thick veil over Teheran 
hides a visage so ugly that i t  
could not be shown to bleeding 
humanity which waited anxious
ly  for the three heads o f the al
lied powers to evolve the formu
la that would give them peace, 
freedom and an abundant life. 
The hopes and aspirations of 
mankind were betrayed at Te
heran. They planned not free
dom but slavery there.

There is no other possible ex
planation for the secrecy of Te
heran.

CRDC Drive Planned
(Continued from page 1)

a complete going over by either 
the Supreme Court or a congress
ional investigating committee.”

Both the Nation, which char
acterized the convictions as “ un
fa ir ”  and “ shocking,”  and the 
New Republic which called the 
action of the Supreme Court “ in
explicable,”  pinned the ir hopes 
upon the th ird  petition filed by 
the American C ivil Liberties 
Union requesting a hearing. On 
Monday, Jan. 3 the Supreme 
Court again dashed the hopes of 
these liberals by refusing fo r the 
th ird  time to consider the case 
of the 18. The “ liberal”  Justices 
played their Pontius Pilate role

in  the frame-up through to the 
end.

Typical both of the perplexity 
and protest of liberal opinion 
was the editorial in the Cathol
ic weekly, The Commonweal 
(Dec. 31): “ Hitherto i t  has gen
erally been American practice to 
consider that expressions of this 
sort came under the constitution
al guarantee of freedom of 
speech . . .  I t  is incomprehensible 
that on so important an issue the 
Supreme Court should have re
fused a review . . . The Supreme 
Court’s refusal sets a grave pre
cedent which Americans should 
note. Preventing the disaffected 
from expression of their disaf
fection does litt le  but promote 
what i t  seeks to suppress.’’

Having Their Fling

Japan, belatedly rising to the 
stature of an imperialist power 
toward the end of the nineteenth 
century, was confronted by a 
world already substantially d i
vided among its imperialist r iv 
als. The Japanese imperialists, 
moreover, were obliged to pro
ceed from an exceedingly weak 
economic base in their plans of 
empire. Lacking such v ita l raw 
materials as coal and iron, cop
per, oil and cotton, .they were 
driven from the outset to seek 
these supplies beyond the natural 
frontiers of Japan.! Acquisition 
of sources of these raw materials 
was a condition, not only of ex
pansion, but even of sui-vival in 
the competitive world of imper
ia lis t riva lry. The career of Jap
anese imperiaism opened w ith , 
the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-5, 
when Japan defeated China and 
seized Korea and Formosa. Ten 
years later Japan vanquished 
Czarist Russia and took over the 
sphere of influence held by the 
la tter in South Manchuria. Dur
ing the world war of 1914-18, 
Japan seized the Chinese prov
ince of Shantung.and presented 
China w ith the notorious “ Twen
ty-one Demands”  which were de
signed to bring all China under 
Japanese control.

The growth of Japan’s produc
tive forces and the development 
af capitalist economic relations 
did not result, as in the capital
ist countries of the West, in the 
emergence of a corresponding 
social and political superstruc
ture. The transition from feud
al to capitalist society was ac
complished without revolution 
and the bourgeoisie was there
fore not faced w ith the necessity 
of razing the old institutions of 
social rule and replacing them 
by new. Emerging from the 
ranks of the feudal nobility and 
the warrior caste of Samurai the 
bourgeoisie adapted the old in
stitutions, w ith  some modifica
tions, to the requirements of the 
new systems of capitalist ex
ploitation. Thus ancient feudal 
institutions, including a “ divine” 
monarchy, a semi-independent 
m ilita ry  caste, and semi-feudal 
types of exploitation exist side 
by side w ith  a “ democratic”  
parliament and powerful indus
tria l and financial trusts. From 
the presence of these “ feudal 
survivals,”  powerful as they ap
pear to be, i t  would, however, 
he false to deduce that the next 
stage in the social progress of 
Japan must be a “ democratic”  
revolution. This is the- shallow

conducting m ilitant struggle 
against Jim Crow.

The workers went through the 
same kind of experience back in 
the days of the NRA. When they 
relied on Roosevelt and his gov
ernment boards all they got 
were “ factual reports”  which are 
s till gathering dust in libraries. 
But when they organized their 
unions and took the road of in 
dependent struggle they won bet
ter conditions.

*  *  *

A few weeks ago the army 
took over Western Electric’s five 
Baltimore plants and cut short 
an anti-Negro strike because it  
“ interfered w ith war produc
tion.”  The Stalinists hailed this 
act as a v ic to ry . fo r bona-fide 
trade unionism. But government 
intervention was just part of the 
company’s scheme to use race 
strife and the current anti-labor 
laws to block unionization of its 
plants.

Though the army wras ready 
to invoke the Smith-Connally 
anti-strike law against the mis
led white workers, it le ft the real 
instigator of racial bate, the 
Point Breeze Employees Associ
ation untouched. Last summer 
ithe National Labor Relations 
Board found the PBEA to be 
company-dominated. Yet, because 
of the reactionary Frey amend
ment to the National Labor Re
lations Act the WLB continues 
to recognize this company union 
as the bargaining agent fo r the 
workers.

U n til last summer Negro and 
white workers of Western Elec
tric  worked peacefully side by 
side without segregation as to 
toilets, cafeterias, dressing rooms 
or other facilities. I t  was only 
after the AFL Machinists and 
the CIO Electrical Workers be
gan recruiting members at these 
plants that this fake union 
raised the cry fo r segregated 
to ilet facilities fo r Negroes.

Conditions at these plants arc 
the worst in the area. According 
to James E. Poulton, A FL or
ganizer, “ employes are being 
shamefully exploited by th e  
f a u l t y  classification system. 
There is chiselling on the bonus 
system at Point Breeze. In  some 
instances, supervisors are treat
ing employes like cattle. Despite 
all this, the Employes Association 
chooses to strike on an issue 
which can win the workers no
thing.”

Both the AFL and the CIO in 
Baltimore have denounced the 
PBEA and the anti-Negro strike. 
But the trade unions remain in 
danger of infection so long as 
Western Electric remains an 
open shop. Already UAW East
ern A irc ra ft local 230 has been 
compelled to deny any racial 
friction exists between its mem
bers or that i t  contemplates 
similar Jim Crow tactics.

In 1941, the CIO smashed 
Henry Ford's open shop by unit
ing Negro and white workers in 
a vigorous struggle fo r better 
conditions. The same kind of 
campaign against Western Elec
tric  and the government’s anti- 
labor laws w ill demonstrate to 
workers now under the sway of 
reactionary prejudices w h a t  
fighting power is lodged in work
ing class unity.
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
a ll assaults of world im
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

b y  th e  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3. F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4. C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits .  E x p ro 
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’  c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig 
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’  and F a rm ers ’  G ove rn 
m e n t.

9 . T h e  defense o f  the  S ov ie t U n io n  
aga inst im p e r ia lis t  a ttack .

Dissolution O f The 
Communist Party

(Continued from page 1)
forms is the prospect open to a ll." Who w ill bring 
this heaven on earth? Capitalism! “ I t  is beyond 
question that the post-war reconstruction, like pro
duction for war at present, w ill be carried out un
der the system of free enterprise.”

As the working class is beginning to move away 
from the two capitalist parties and the reaction
ary program of Wall Street that they represent, as 
leading labor sections are demanding the building 
of an independent labor party, the Stalinists turn 
to the workers and sternly warn them that they 
must continue to back the two capitalist parties. 
" I t  is equally evident,”  they state, “ that the po liti
cal issues o f the time w ill be decided within the 
form of the two-party system. . .”

The American Stalinists perform a distinct ser
vice in thus brazenly stating their pro-capitalist, 
anti-socialist, anti-labor, anti-trade union views and 
aims. They help clear the atmosphere and dispel 
illusions. 1'he American working class w ill better 
learn to understand the Stalinist betrayers, mislead- 
ers and finks; w ill better learn to spurn them ;.w ill 
better learn to wipe out their influence inside the 
labor movement.

The Socialist Workers Party turns to the honest 
working class militants inside the ranks of the now 
dissolved American Communist Party and says: I f  
you want to fight for labor, i f  you want to abolish 
capitalism with its oppression and hunger, its fas
cism and wars, i f  you want to defend the Soviet 
Union in the Bolshevik manner— the only way the 
Soviet Union can really be defended— , then you 
must break with Stalinism and join the ranks of 
our. party: the only revolutionary Marxist party 
in the United States, the only party fighting against 
capitalism and for socialism.

The Wage Freeze
Every section of the labor movement, almost 

without exception, recognizes and admits that the 
most urgent and immediate task before the trade 
unions is to smash the wage-freezing L ittle  Steel 
Formula. But the reactionary policies o f the trade 
union bureaucrats make impossible effective labor 
struggle.

During the miners’ struggle, the Murrays and

Greens treacherously denounced the mine strikes. 
They stabbed the miners in the back.

Now, again, we witness an equally shameful per
formance. The leaders o f two railroad brotherhoods 
split ranks in the very midst of battle and line up 
with the worst enemies of the rail workers.

A t the same time CIO President Murray permits 
the steel workers to be jockeyed by Roosevelt into 
a position where they w ill be forced to figh t for 
their demands without the support o f the rail 
workers. Thus, both mighty bodies of workers are 
deprived of the added power they might command 
if  they struck their blows together. Even the CIO 
unions themselves have achieved no unity in their 
fight against the wage freeze.

Are the steel, the auto and rubber workers, all 
the millions clamoring to be freed of the L ittle  
Steel Formula chains, to be sacrificed like the rail 
workers and miners to the narrow, self-interested 
policies of the bureaucratic union leaders who im
pose this dangerous division and disunity upon the 
ranks of labor?

These reactionary policies play directly into the 
hands of Roosevelt and the bosses, whose conniv
ing strategy is to deal separately with each group 
of workers; to isolate each group from the main 
body of organized labor. First, it was the miners. 
Today it is the rail workers; and tomorrow, it  w ill 
be the steel workers.

It is up to the rank and file to take things into 
their own hands and teach the bureaucrats the 
meaning of the union slogan, “ In Unity There Is 
Strength.”

The rank and file must force M urray to stop 
making cowardly speeches about, the no-strike 
pledge and instead live up to his responsibilities. 
As head of the CIO it  is his duty to call a national 
conference of the entire trade union movement— 
CIO, AFL, Railroad Brotherhoods, Miners Union 
— to map out immediately and put into effect a 
fighting program o f united action to smash the 
L ittle  Steel Formula.

Such a conference and such a program would put 
a stop to the disgraceful and ruinous disunity in 
labor's ranks. It would frustrate the carefully con
trived schemes o f the bosses and government to 
dismember organized labor and hack each separate 
limb to bits.

The L ittle  Ste.el Formula w ill be headed for the 
junkheap once such unity for action is achieved.

General Marshall
According to an article appearing in the semi

official publication of the general staff, the Army  
and Navy Journal, General Marshall’s vicious at
tack upon organized labor was directly inspired 
by the “ commander in chief.”  'This was confirmed 
by White Mouse secretary Early, who informed the 
press that Roosevelt and Marshall were “ thinking 
along the same lines.”  The attempt of the Roose
velt administration to shift responsibility for loss
es incurred in the war onto the American labor 
movement has provoked a storm of protest from 
all sections of organized labor excapt— the Stalin
ists.

Even spineless bureaucrats like Green and M ur
ray were moved to protest. True, their protesta
tions resembled more the yipping of curs which had 
received an unexpected kick than the authentic 
voice of 13,000,000 organized American workers. 
But even the plaintive whimperings of Green and 
Murray were seized upon by the boss press and 
denounced as an unwarranted affront to the honor 
and integrity of Roosevelt's chief of staff. The 
Stalinist D aily  Worker, cawing like a carrion crow, 
rushed in to jus tify  Marshall’s attack and defend 
his right to slander the unions.

Big Business is pushing General Marshall to the 
fore. The notorious Captain Rickenbacker, mouth
piece for the National Association of Manufac
turers, apostle (w ith Browder) of the incentive 
piecework speed-up plan, and Roosevelt’s roving 
ambassador to the Kremlin, is now proclaiming 
Marshall as “ the type of man who should be the 
next president of these United Stales.”

Trotsky pointed out a long time ago that the 
m ilita ry general staffs of the capitalist “ democ
racies” are veritable nests of fascist intrigue. This 
truth was verified in Germany, Italy, Spain and 
France, where the m ilita ry  officer caste conspired 
with the fascist demagogues to crush the labor 
movement and impose dictatorial regimes. Simi
lar plans are being openly espoused by the most 
authoritative spokesmen for American imperial
ism. And every day the kept press continues to 
howl more loudly for criminal penalties against 
all strikers.

A concerted effort is being made to drive a wedge 
between the men in the armed services and the or
ganized workers. Hate propaganda, previously re
served for the imperialist rivals at war with this 
country, is now spewed upon the American work
ing class. Nothing short of complete destruction 
of the organized trade union movement w ill satisfy 
the profit-mad plunderbund which controls the 
economic and political life of the nation.

The bankrupt policy followed by the blind trade 
union bureaucrats in keeping the workers tied to 
Roosevelt and his generals can lead only to disas
ter. Only a decisive break with the boss-controlled 
Democratic and Republican political parties and 
the building of an Independent Labor Party can 
successfully mobilize the masses for the defense of 
their democratic rights. Such a party can enter the 
lists in opposition to all contending boss parties 
for political power wielded on behalf of the im
mense m ajority against the reactionary capitalist 
min.ority. Only such a power organized as a W ork
ers and Farmers government w ill put an end to 
fascist intrigue and ensure the defeat of fascism 
both at home and abroad.

l i  Is Time to Build An Independent 
Labor Party

Anti-Semitic Assaults 
Increase In New York

(Continued from page 1)
reported from Boston, Balti-1 
more and other large cities.

W ithin the past three months 
this city lias been the scene of 
more than 200 physical assaults, 
including knifings, on Jewish 
youngsters and aged people and 
vandalistic acts against Jewish 
synagogues and cemetaries. The 
New York City Police Department, 
notoriously infested with mem
bers and “ ex - members” of the 
fascist “ Christian Front,” has 
failed to give any protection 
against these assaults or to arrest 
the perpetrators of tiicse crim in
al acts.

“ HUSH-HUSH”
Following weeks of “ hush-hush” 

inaction on the part of city and 
police officials, Mayor LaGuardia 
this week was forced into an ap
pearance of action by recent 
revelations in such papers as PM 
and the New York Post.

The agitation of the liberal 
press, unions and civic and religi
ous organizations '  lias centered 
largely around the Drew case. 
This case involves the reinstate
ment by New York Police Com
missioner Valentine of Patrolman 
Drew, who was suspended last 
May as a result of his as
sociation with and support of 
the “ Christian Front” and such 
elements as Joseph McWilliams, 
“ L ittle  Fuehrer” of Yorkville, and 
Mrs. Elisabeth Dilling, F irst Lady 
of American fascism.

Drew, who was reinstated with 
fu ll pay for the period of his 
suspension, is but one of over 500

city policemen who were found in 
1940 to be connected w ith the 
rabidly anti-labor and anti-Semitic 
“ Christian Front.” Most of these 
500—and others not revealed—are 
still on the police force. I t  is such 
vicious elements who are entrust
ed w ith the protection of the 
Jewish people.

OFFERS REWARD
As d result of the belated ex

posure of these latest anti-Semitic 
outrages, which have been con
ducted almost openly under the 
very eyes of the police, and the 
pressure of the labor unions as 
well as various liberal and religi
ous groups, LaGuardia has an
nounced his appointment of a 
three-man board to re-examine 
the facts in the Drew case. He has 
also announced a $500 reward for 
evidence leading to the arrest and 
conviction of anti-Semitic hood
lums.

While the removal from the 
police force of an individual like 
Drew' is to be welcomed, this 
would not solve the situation. This 
latest revival of anti-Semitic 
outrages is part and parcel of the 
general outburst of anti-Negro and 
anti-labor incitation which has 
been sweeping the country. The 
failure of the "democratic” au
thorities to take any action 
against the perpetrators of the 
anti-Negro riots in Detroit and 
elsewhere, and the blows which 
have been hurled at the labor 
movement, have emboldened the 
New York fascist rats to come 
out of their holes.

ANTI-FASCIST RALLY
Workers throughout the coun

try  w ill recall the demonstration 
of 50,000 anti-fascist workers, or
ganized and led by the Socialist 
Workers Party, which in Feb. 
1939 surrounded a public rally of 
the Nazi Bund and “ Christian 
Fronters” at Madison Square 
Garden, and which taught the 
fascists a lesson they have long 
remembered. That night, it  w ill 
also be recalled, LaGuardia’s 
police, 6,000 strong, rode down 
with-.their horses and clubbed the 
anti - fascist demonstrators and 
protected the fascists.

Anti-Semitic attacks, just as 
anti-Negro attacks, w ill never be 
successfully fought by depending 
on a LaGuardia, by relying on the 
capitalists or their government.
ALLIAN C E W ITH LABOR

The Jewish people can help to 
free themselves from these anti- 
Semitic attacks, can help to wipe 
out all these incipient fascist 
groups only in firm alliance with 
the Negro people and the labor 
movement. Only in such a joint 
alliance and by m ilitant struggle, 
as demonstrated in Madison 
Square Garden in 1939, w ill they 
succeed in driving the anti-Sem
ites back into their holes.

The labor movement, in its own 
defense, must likewise take up the 
struggle against all manifesta
tions of anti-Semitism. For anti- 
Semitism, just like anti-Negro 
outrages, are aimed at destroying 
the unity of the labor movement 
and making i t  an easy prey for 
the capitalist foes of the labor 
movement.

Stalin Sets Curzon Line As 
Border; Red Army Surges On

(Continued from page 1)
resolution of the Socialist Work
ers Party printed in the Fourth 
International (Dec. 1943) dis
cusses this very problem. The 
resolution declares: “ On the one 
hand, Stalin sets up ‘Free Ger
many’ and ‘Free Poland’ Com
mittees and supports the Yugo
slav Partisans and similar move
ments as counter-weights to 
Anglo-American influence. He 
plays w ith  the hopelessly reac
tionary program of reconstitut
ing pseudo - democratic regimes 
upon a capitalist basis w ith a 
‘friendly’ orientation towards the 
USSR. On the other hand he 
concludes agreements with the 
Anglo-American imperialists to 
cooperate w ith them in the sub
jugation of Europe.”

This hopdlcssly utopian “ mid
dle road”  policy, which shifts 
from day to day on its founda
tion of quicksand, is the means 
whereby Stalin strives to save 
his own bureaucracy at the ex
pense of the European socialist 
revolution and the interests of 
the world proletariat.

But Stalin w ill not succeed. 
The victories of the Red Armies 
are hound to provide a powerful

impulse to the European revolu
tion, whose impending storm 
brings nightmares to Stalin, 
Roosevelt and Churchill alike.

Teheran 
Conference

In the Jan. 3 issue of The 
Progressive, William Henry 
Chamberlin asks a few perti
nent questions: — I f  China 
is entitled to the retrocession 
of Formosa which Japan took 
by force after the Sino-Jap- 
ancse War of 1894-95 why 
isn’t it also entitled to Hong 
Kong, which Great Britain 
took by force after the “ Opium 
War”  of 1839-42? I f  Koreans 
and Formosans are entitled to 
self-determination, what about 
Indonesians, Indo • Chinese, 
Malays, Burmese who former
ly lived under the rule of 
British, French, and Dutch 
over.lords?”  Chamberlin might 
also have included the F ilip 
inos.

CONTROL 
FOR WORKERS'

What has happened to the 
labor - management committees 
which the Stalinists and the 
bureaucrats were yammering fo r 
not so long ago, and which they 
claimed would give the workers 
a greater say-so in production?

These class-collaboration com
mittees, where they were set up, 
proved to be merely instruments 
fo r speeding up the workers; even 
many big corporations shied 
away from them. When Director 
General Quinn of the War Pro
duction Board’s production drive 
division recently complained be
cause Ford and General Motors 
managements were paying only 
“ superficial attention”  to the la
bor-management committee plan, 
the Ford officials replied that this 
plan was “ a political vehicle 
designed a long time ago in an 
e ffort to push labor farther into 
the management of industry.”

The only time the workers are 
going to have some real say-so 
about production is when the labor 
movement really moves to realize 
the slogan: For Workers Control 
of Production.

International Notes
The Nazi technique of “ depop

ulation”  has exploited both old 
nationalist prejudices and un
leashed new outbursts of chauvin
ism. Mutual extermination, for in
stance. became part of the daily 
life of Croats and Serbs in the 
early days of the Nazi occupation 
of Yugoslavia.

The same technique has follow
ed every tra il of Nazi conquest. 
Eventually, when the means were 
at hand, i t  was bound to 
boomerang in chauvinist excesses 
against the German people them
selves.

The Jail. 5. 1944 issue of Poland 
Fights, published in New York by 
the “ Polish Labor Committee”  re
ports with unreserved satisfac
tion:

“ In the village of Sazarajewka, 
100 persons were killed by the 
Nazis. In retaliation, the fighting 
squads of the Polish Underground 
burnt the model German settle
ment ill Siedliska. near Mokre, 
and sixty Germans were killed in 
the action. The German garrison 
stationed in the neighboring town 
of Zamosc refused to respond to 
the German settlement's appeal 
for help.”

The report is hare, of any 
elucidating details. We learn 
nothing from it. of the social com
position of the German “ settlers,” 
or of the political character of 
the Polish attackers. Nor is there 
any indication' as to whether the 
command or the rank and file of 
the German garrison “ refused to 
respond.”

Nevertheless, i f  we want to un
derstand its broader meaning, the 
example of Yugoslavia can shed 
considerable light. The Croat
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slaughter of Serb villages, in

stigated by the Nazis, was spurred 
on by the ultra-chauvinist Ustashi. 
The Serb reprisals against Croat 
villages were instigated by the 
Pan-Serbs who are entrenched in 
the Yugoslav government-in-exile 
and tolerated, i f  not approved, by 
British and American imperial
ism. In the end, a reaction set in 
among the masses of both Serbs 
and Croats. They have flocked to 
the Partisans on whose banner is 
inscribed "Down with Chauvin
ism.”

I t  can be predicted without fear 
of exaggeration that the excesses 
of chauvinism in Poland will 
eventually lie overcome in similar 
fashion. The Nazi policy of 
“ depopulation” w ill be defeated 
not by nationalist Polisli reprisals, 
but by a common struggle of the 
German and Polish people against 
predatory imperialism and its 
chauvinist helpers and for the 
Socialist. United States of Europe.

* » *
Evidence of the workers’ active 

dissatisfaction w ith the class col
laboration policy of their official 
leadership is abundant not. only iu 
the United States and England, 
but in the satellite states of An
glo-American imperialism as well.

In South Africa, this develop
ment has been given poignant 
organizational expression. The 
Labor Party there, modeled after 
its British prototype and even 
more conservative because of its 
craft union base, is represented in 
the national government. As in 
the other countries, the govern
ment has emphasized national 
sacrifice only by anti-labor legisla-

tion. The result lias been a 
ferment which has produced two 
wide splits. One occurred with the 
formation of an Indepcndenl 
Labor Parly, the other w ith the 
organization of a Progressive 
Labor Party.

The former grew out of a na
tional conference called by the 
Garment Workers Union. This 
union presented a motion against 
tlie official class collaboration 
policy at tlie annual meeting of 
the Trade Union Executive last 
February. The motion carried by 
a vote of 100 to 40. When the 
official Labor Party ignored this 
action, the union culled a con
ference last May, attended by 120 
delegates representing unions of 
factory workers, railwaymen, en
gineers, transport workers and 
others. The conference.set up the 
Independent. Labor Party and 
decided to participate in the elec
tions against the existent parties*

A t the same time, a conference 
representing 24 branches of tlie 
official Labor Party also met and 
formed the Progressive Labor 
Party.

Both organizations made im 
mediate contact and aro now in 
the process of unification. Their 
election platform, while not op
posing the war. takes a progres
sive stand on labor's rights as 
well as on the important “ racial 
issue,” on which the official Labor 
Party holds a reactionary posi
tion.

The same force which has 
produced this organizational deve
lopment w ill undoubtedly impel 
the new party to move further to 
the left politically a« i t  Increases 
in strength.

Senate Report Discloses 
Huge War Profiteering

Universal Big Business war profiteering on a scale 
to make the notorious “ k illings”  of the last war look 
likq mere apple-snatching, was revealed last week 
in a Senate committee’s m inority report against the 
proposed amendments to wipe out the present war 
contracts renegotiations law.

The report, citing government figures, disclosed 
that the 1942 profits—after a ll taxes were paid— 
of 200 leading and representative corporations were 
on the average five to ten times greater than during 
their best peace-time years.

These cases, which the committee declared “ are not 
exceptional instances,”  show (hat the big corpora
tions realized 1942 profits ranging between 50 and 
1,000 per cent of their entire net worth.

The report was aimed at combatting the corpora
tions’ high pressure drive to k ill the war contracts 
renegotiations law, through which a few corporations 
have been compelled to return to the government 
some crumbs from their colossal war profits.

Four corporations were cited by name in the re
port. These four have been particularly vociferous in 
their demands that they be relieved of the “ injustice”  
of the war contracts renegotiations requirements.

The Timken-Detroit Axle Co., whose parent corpo
ration has been running big patriotic advertisements 
in leading papers, made a 1942 net p ro fit 400 per cent 
greater than its best pre-war take. The Elastic Stop 
Nut Corp. made 122 per cent p ro fit on its net worth, 
about 900 per cent more p ro fit than in 1939, its best 
peace-time year. The Harnischfeger Corp. raked in 
$2,795,000 net p ro fit in 1942, 500 per cent higher than 
in 1940, best previous year of its history.

The committee report summarizes: “ Similar profit 
figures are general. . . In 1942, the profits (a fter 
taxes) of 19 companies making perishable tools were 
eleven times their pre-war average. The 1942 profits 
for 25 woolen textile companies had increased nine
fold. Profits fo r 10 lumber companies fo r the same 
period quadrupled. F ifty-three cotton textile compa
nies realized eight times as much pro fit. . . These 
figures represent profits before renegotiations.”

These are some of the corporations which have been 
yelping “ treason”  when workers, made desperate by 
rising living costs, strike for a few dollars more pay.

Ickes’ Aides On Payroll 
of Big Oil Corporations

Secretary of the In terior Harold L. Ickes has been 
boasting that his Petroleum Administration fo r War, 
unlike the War Production Board, contains no corpo
ration dollar-a-year men, but only government offi
cials on regular government salaries.

Recently a transcript of hearings on the petroleum 
situation by a House Naval A ffa irs  subcommittee dis
closed: 1. A t least three leading officials of the PAW 
are receiving pay from private oil corporations while 
drawing government salaries; and 2. that the PAW 
refused to givfe the investigating committee a lis t of 
other PAW officials receiving corporation pay.

Ralph K. Davies, deputy in  charge of PAW, testi
fied that he is "on leave of absence”  as vice-president 
of Standard Oil of California, and while not drawing 
a Standard Oil “ salary as such”  is s till getting “ com
pensation”  from Standard of $47,000 yearly while on 
the government payroll fo r $10,000.

Edwin D. Cummings, director of refin ing in the 
PAW, admitted he had been affiliated fo r 20 years 
w ith Shell Oil from which he now draws “ a so-called 
termination pay”  of $18,000 a year. Donald R. Knowl- 
ton, PAW Director of Production, testified he is “ s till 
on the pay ro ll of the Phillips Petroleum Company. . .  
as compensation fo r past services rendered”  at $16,- 
380 a year, in addition to his $8,000 annual check 
from the government.

The conclusion of the subcommittee’s report stated: 
“ The Petroleum Administration for War was c r it i
cized by nearly every witness for. . .  favoritism to the 
big oil companies, whose employes predominantly man 
the PAW.”

Capitalists Predict Mass 
Unemployment After War

No less a capitalist figure than Alfred P. Sloan, 
Chairman of the board of General Motors, one of 
America’s largest corporations, at the recent National 
Association of Manufacturers convention painted a 
roseate picture—an ad-writer’s dream—of tlie lush 
living the workers can anticipate in the post-war 
era of untramelled “ individual enterprise.”

The GM spokesmen painted a much more sombre 
and realistic picture before a Detroit panel of the 
W ar Labor Board last week, when they admitted under 
pressure that drastic unemployment w ill fo llow at 
tiie conclusion of hostilities.

This confession was wrung from them by their 
violent opposition to the CIO United Automobile 
Workers’ demand that GM set up a post-war security 
fund from its monumental war profits, to be used to 
supplement the income of unemployed and partia lly 
unemployed GM workers, including ex-servicemen. 
The corporation officials argued that unemployment 
would be so extensive that GM would be unable to 
finance such a fund.

Walter Reuther, UAW vice-president and head of 
the union’s GM division produced official GM profit 
figures proving that Sloan, the duPonts, GM president 
C. E. Wilson and other leading stockholders, have salt
ed away enormous reserves to keep them very cosy 
during the post-war economic collapse.

Capitalism’s real attitude toward unemployment is 
one of calculated brutality. Before a recent session of 
the Investment Bankers of America, John F. Fennelly, 
executive director of the New York State Committee 
fo r Economic Development, b luntly stated:

“ Full employment would be incompatible w ith  the 
free enterprise system which carries w ith i t  the righ t 
to a normal float of unemployed.”

That is, “ free enterprise”—a sweet-sounding title  
fo r capitalism’s unhindered robbery of the masses— 
desires and requires a huge reserve of desperate, 
starving unemployed who can be converted into a per
manent army of scabs to be used against strik ing 
workers and to drive down liv ing conditions. That is 
the heart of capitalist “ post-war planning.”


