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SUPREME COURT THROWS OUT PETITION 
FOR REVIEW OF SMITH ‘GAG’ ACT CASE
SMEAR ATTACK AGAINST 
UAW UNIONS IS OPENED 
BY CHICAGO ‘TRIBUNE’

CHICAGO, Nov. 22. — On the eve of v ita l NLRB  elec­
tions at the huge new Douglas A ircraft and Chrysler-Dodge 
plants here, the Chicago D aily Tribune, powerful mouthpiece 
for the most reactionary corporate and financial interests in the 
mid-west, this week issued a virtual declaration of war against 
the United Automobile Workers, CIO, and the entire Chicago 
labor movement.

In a series of front-page, banner-headlined smear pieces, 
Col. McCormick's Tribune — friend and protector of all the 
black, brown and silver-shirt 
fascist groups —  has launched a 
scurrilous series o f charges 
against the UAW in the Stude- 
baker aircraft motor plant 
which has already given the po­
lice and FBI the pretext for in­
vading the plant, intim idating 
the workers, and framing up 
“ evidence”  against loyal union 
men.

Am ong the fa n ta s tic  a llega­
tions made by the T ribune  are 
th a t “ the Reds have seized con­
t ro l o f the p la n t”  and “ arc ru n ­
n in g  i t , ”  th a t the  “ Com m unists”  
have in s titu te d  a “ re ign  o f 
te r ro r ”  aga inst the “ lo ya l w o rk ­
ers”  fo rc in g  them  in to  “ slow­
downs and s trikes ,”  th a t union 
men are “ sabotag ing”  machines 
and m ateria ls , th a t the company 
has been rendered powerless to 
stop these depredations and in 
o rder to  m a in ta in  production has 
had to h ire  thousands o f ex tra  
w orkers.

S M E A R  C A M P A IG N

T his  smear campaign against 
the  U A W  is  bu t the la tes t episode 
in  the long -te rm  na tiona l assault 
upon organized labor in  the 
U n ited  States, a recent ex­
am ple o f w h ich was the V inson 
N a v a l. Com m ittee ’s a ttack upon 
B rew ste r Local 365 th rough  its  
president, Thomas deLorenzo.

In s tin c tiv e ly  recogniz ing the 
T ribune  a ttack as a sym ptom  o f 
a general reaction against the 
organized labor movement o f 
A m erica , the members o f the two 
la rge s t U A W  locals in  Chicago—  
Studebaker Local 998 and Buick 
Local 6— held record-breaking 
m em bership meetings las t Sun­
day a t w h ich the im p lica tions o f 
the  a ttack were discussed'and ac­
tio n  proposed. The B uick local, 
m eeting  firs t, unanim ously adopt­
ed a reso lu tion  o f s o lid a rity  w ith  
its  s is te r local a t Studebaker and 
sent a com m ittee to  de live r th is  
message to the Studebaker meet­
in g . Copies o f the reso lution were 
to  be sent to  a ll C IO  locals in  
Chicago as a move tow ard the o r­
gan iza tion  o f resistance to  the 
assault upon organized labor.

The. reso lution, recogn iz ing the 
broader im p lica tions  o f the 
T ribune  a ttack  states:

Further News About 
Italian Trotskyists

Fenner Brockway, leader of 
the B r it is h  Independent Labor 
P a rty  w rite s  in  the Sept. 25 
B r it is h  N e w  Leader th a t “ s ix  
[ p o litica l parties ] emerged 
w ith  program s and leaders 
from  the underground”  in 
I ta ly  r ig h t  a fte r  the fa l l  o f 
M usso lin i. “ F ive  o f the p o li­
tica l parties, inc lud ing  Social 
Democrats, Communists, L ib ­
erals and dem ocratic Catholics 
form ed a Popular F ro n t. . . 
The s ix th  pa rty , known as the 
P a rty  fo r  the E stab lishm ent o f 
a Socia list Republic, did not 
s ign  th is  jo in t  m anifesto, bu t 
i i  called fo r  the fu l l  socia list 
revo lu tion . .

A  foo tnote  to B rockw ay ’s 
a rtic le  adds: “ D e ta ils  o f the 
p a r ty  are la ck in g ; i t  was de­
scribed by P ie tro  Treves in  
the Labo r Press Service as 
‘T ro ts k y is t ’ a f te r  he had heard 
an Ita lia n  broadcast reference 
to it .  . .”

“ I t  is no t accidental th a t th is  
libelous smear cam paign, which 
is d irected f irs t  o f a ll a t the 
Studebaker Local and w h ich  un ­
doubtedly w i l l  be extended to  the 
en tire  CIO  movement in Chicago, 
comes on the eve o f three v ita l 
N L R B  elections in which the 
U A W -C IO  is seeking co llective 
ba rga in ing  r ig h ts  and union 
representation in the im p o rtan t 
new Douglas A irc ra ft ,  Bendix, 
and Chrysler-D odge Plants.

U A W  R E S O LU TIO N

“ T h is  un ion-busting  cam paign 
is the re flec tion  o f the fe a r o f the 
m ost reactionary sections o f the 
corpora tion and bank ing  in te rests 
a t the g row ing  s treng th  o f in ­
dus tria l unionism  in  th is  once 
notorious open-shop town. The 
Chicago T ribune , and the forces 
i t  represents, are interested 
ne ithe r in  e ffic ie n t production or 
p ro te c ting  the in te rests  o f the 
workers. As its  whole an ti- la bo r 
record o f the past proves, i t  is 
in terested in  keeping Chicago the 
c itadel o f the open shop and in

(Continued on page 2)

Landlords In  Brooklyn Inc ite  
Vicious Anti-Negro Campaign

Demanding that police be allowed to use force on Negroes 
in order to curb a so-called “ crime wave”  in Brooklyn's Bedford- 
Stuyvesant area, commonly known as "L ittle  Harlem,”  a King’s 
County Grand Jury last week launched a virulent slander cam­
paign against the 70,000 Negroes who live w ithin the twelve 
square miles of this miserable slum.

to cut 
force.”

down hoodlum ism  w ith

The anti-Negro charges of the Grand Jury were immediately 
picked up by the metropolitan papers and blown into a fantastic 
picture o f uncontrolled c r im e ,^  
vice, and juvenile delinquency 
in “ L ittle  Harlem.”  Typical was 
the distortion by the N. Y.
Post of a remark made by a 
social worker into a screaming 
headline, “ Almost Every School 
Child in Bedford Area Carries 
Knife.”

N ot to be outdone in  spreading 
pre judice against Negroes, the 
A’ , y. Times reported tha t addi­
tion a l policemen detailed to L i t ­
tle  H arlem  seemed “ openly sullen 
when they learned they had been 
brought here to conduct, a pencil 
and paper beat, ra th e r than to 
augment, the ex is ting  police deta il

SECO ND-CLASS C IT IZ E N S

I t  should be always borne in  
m ind  th a t the a b ility  of pa rticu ­
la r  reactionary groups to exp lo it 
anti-Negro pre judice flow s from  
the fac t th a t the Negro is con­
demned by the cap ita lis t ru lin g  
class aud the governm ent to the 
status of a second-c’.ass citizen.

So long as the Negroes are sub­
jected to d isc rim in a tio n  they re ­
m ain an easy prey fo r the reac­
tionaries  who s t ir  up an ti-N egro  
prejudice fo r th e ir  own priva te  
gains. In  the ease o f the “ L it t le

British Rearrest 
Ceylon T rotskyists

The m id-October 1943 sup­
plem ent to  the B r it is h  Socialist 
Appeal states th a t the leaders 
o f the Lanka Sama Samaja 
P arty , the T ro ts k y is t p a rty  of 
Ceylon, have been arrested in 
Ind ia  a fte r  having escaped 
from  the B r it is h  ja ils  in 
Ceylon. They were arrested 
because o f revo lu tiona ry  ac­
t iv ity .  The B r it is h  repo rt 
states tha t they are being 
tr ied  fo r  h igh  treason.

H arlem ” anti-Negro slander cam­
paign, the local rea lty  in terests 
would ga in  greatly  by re s tr ic tin g  
the Negroes in  the Bedford-Stuy- 
vesant area w ith in  a narrow er 
ghetto. The removal of the F u l­
ton “ e l”  has increased the value 
of th is  neighborhood as a resi-

(Continued on page 2)

18 Socialist Workers Party And 544-CIO 
Members Must Go To Federal Penitentiary
Highest Court Joins Roosevelt-Biddle in Campaign to Abrogate 
Freedom of Speech and Deprive Workers of All Civil Liberties

M U S T SE R V E  S E N T E N C E

A  te legram  received on Nov. 
23 by the a tto rneys fo r  the 
defense states th a t:

“ D E F E N D A N T S  M U S T SU R ­
R E N D E R  TO U N IT E D  S TA TE S  
M A R S H A L  M I N N E S O T A  
W IT H IN  T H IR T Y  D A Y S  FROM  
D A T E  O F F IL IN G  M A N D A T E  
IN  [ M innesota ] D IS T R IC T  
CO UR T.”

The defense atto rneys expect 
th is  mandate to be filed w ith in  
the next few  days. T h is  means i t  
w ill be l i t t le  more than a month 
before the 18 defendants are in ­
carcerated in  the federa l peniten­
t ia ry .

[.See ‘ 'Statement o f Albert. Gold­
man, A tto rne y  fo r  the Defen­
dants" on page 2.]

Twelve o f these defendants 
m ust serve 16 m onths prison 
term s, the others—a year and a 
day.

The a rb itra ry  action o f the 
Supreme C ourt comes tw o m onths 
a fte r  the U . S. C irc u it C ourt o f 
Appeals in  its  Sept. 20 decision 
upheld the convic tion under the 
S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t.

The U. S. Supreme Court joined the Roosevelt-Biddle campaign to deal 
crushing blows to labor and to destroy civil liberties by its Nov. 22 decision de-* 
nying the petition to review the case of 18 members of the Socialist Workers 
Party and of Minneapolis Motor Transport Workers Local 544-CIO, convicted 
under the infamous Smith “Gag” Act.

The lengths to which the despots in Washington are prepared to go in  
their campaign to outlaw the workers’ right of free speech and in suppressing 
the genuine voice of revolutionary socialism is clearly indicated by this un­
heard-of procedure of the highest legal body in the land.

These dispensers of éapitalist “ j ustice” refused to test the first case under 
the Smith “Gag” law, the 
constitutionality of which 
has been universally dis­
puted since the day of its 
passage; and the constitu­
tionality of which had 
been directly challenged 
by the defense through all 
the different stages of the 
Minneapolis Tria l.
... B y  th is  decision n o t to  in te r ­
fe re  w ith  the FB I-G estapo fram e- 
up a rtis ts , the Supreme C ourt be­
comes a p a rty  to  the  ra ilro a d in g  
o f the 18 w o rk ing  class m ilita n ts  
to prison.

The T ro ts k y is t p ro le ta rian  lead­
ers and in co rrup tib le  figh te rs  fo r  
socialism  m ust now serve the 
pe n ite n tia ry  sentences imposed on 
them  by th e ir  v in d ic tiv e  class 
enemies.

The Honor Roll
James P. Cannon, N a tion a l Secre tary o f the S ocia lis t 

W orkers P a rty .
A lb e r t  Goldman, a tto rn ey  fo r  the SW P and The M ilita n t.  
V incen t R. Dunne, N a tion a l Labor S ecre tary o f the SW P. 
F e lix  M orrow ’, E d ito r  o f F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.
F a rre ll Dobbs, E d ito r  o f The M ilita n t.
Grace Carlson, N ew  Y o rk  SW P O rgan izer.
Oscar Coover, M inneapo lis SW P O rgan izer.
H a rry  DeBoer, Local 544-CIO O rgan izer.
M ax Geldman, Recording Secre tary, Loca l 544 Federa l 

W orkers  Section.
Carlos Hudson, E d ito r  o f The In d u s tr ia l O rgan izer, Local

544 w eek ly  paper.
Clarence Ham el, Local 544-CIO O rgan izer.
C a rl Skoglund, Local 544-CIO O rgan izer.
Oscar Schoenfeld, fo rm e r O rgan ize r Loca l 544 Federa l 

W orkers Section, Y o u th  D iv is ion .
E m il Hansen, Local 544-CIO O rgan izer.
Jake Cooper, M inneapolis tru c k  d rive r.
E dw ard Pa lm qu ist, Local 644-CIO O rgan izer.
K a r l Kuehn, Local 544-CIO Federa l W orke rs  Section O r­

ganizer.
A lfre d  Russell, fo rm e r o ffice r Omaha Team sters Loca l

554.

The defendants had been 
deprived o f th e ir  dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  and sentenced to  prison 
by the Federal C ourt a t M in ­
neapolis. W ha t did the C irc u it 
C ourt o f Appeals say about th is  
Kangaroo proceeding ? I t  declared 
th a t i t  was done in  a correct 
legal manner. W ha t did the U . S. 
Supreme C ourt do ? I t  refused 
even to consider the case.

K A N G A R O O  PR O CEED IN G S

These decisions, in  defiance o f 
the law , the C onstitu tion , and o f 
a ll p rinc ip les and tra d itio n s  o f 
democracy, are the p roduc t o f 
class pre jud ice and class justice. 
The C irc u it C ourt judges gave 
unconditional endorsement to the 
prosecution, regard less o f a ll 
evidence to  the con tra ry . The 
Supreme C ourt judges by re fus ing  
oven to consider the case in 
re a lity  placed th e ir  stam p o f ap­
proval on th is  lega l conspiracy.

We are w itnessing a rep e titio n  
o f the  ju r id ic a l fram eups th a t 
P resident W ilson and h is  A t-

tom ey  - General P a lm er used 
aga inst Debs, the IW W  and the 
revo lu tion is ts  in  the la s t war.

CLASS ROOTS O F  T R IA L

The roo ts o f the  M inneapolis 
S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t T r ia l reach 
down in to  the w’a r  po licy  o f the 
Roosevelt governm ent. T ha t gov­
ernm ent is bent on beating down 
a ll labo r opposition to  its  course. 
N a tu ra lly , the y  s ingled ou t the 
m ost conscious representatives o f 
the advance guard  fo r  the  f irs t  
a ttack. I t  was fo r  th is  reason 
th a t the T ro tsky is ts  were ind ic ted 
and b rough t to  t r ia l .

The Socia list W orkers P a rty  is 
pledged to an irreconcilab le  
s trugg le  fo r  socialism . The in ­
d ic tm ent charged the SW P lead­
ers wuth ho ld ing  and p ropagating  
the v iew  “ th a t the Governm ent 
o f the U n ited  States is  im ­
pe ria lis tic , cap ita lis tic  and o r­
ganized and constitu ted fo r  the  
purpose o f sub jecting  w o rk -

(Continued fro m  page 2)

Economic Aspects And Political Implications Of The UNRRA
By S. Marcy

A t Atlantic C ity, N. J. are now assembled representatives of 
44 nations. The avowed purpose o f the Conference— called the 
“ United Relief and Rehabilitation Administration,”  and referred 
to as UNRRA— is to draw up plans for granting relief to coun­
tries ruined and devastated by the Second World War.

I bis Conference has finally convened "pursuant to an agree­
ment,”  signed a t the  White House on Nov. 9 by all the 44 
delegations. I t  comes after many ®-  
months o f secret negotiations 
against the background of prior 
failure o f the Hot Springs Food 
Conference, the deliberations of 
which were shrouded in secrecy, 
w ith  the resu lts rem a in ing  un­
known save fo r  a few’ in tim a tions  
o f antagonism  between Great 
B r ita in  (as an im p o rte r o f food) 
and the U n ited  States (as an 
exporter o f food ).

P O L IT IC A L  IM P L IC A T IO N S

Aside fro m  the flood o f 
crocodile tears over the tra g ic

p lig h t o f the w a r-to rn  peoples of 
Europe, the. trea tm e n t accorded 
to the U N R R A  Conference by the 
Am erican c a p ita lis t press c learly  
dem onstrates t ha t th is  Con­
ference is o f ex tra o rd in a ry  in ­
te rna tiona l significance —  fa r  
more, in fac t, than the. news 
dispatches care a t th is  tim e  to 
indicate.

The N . Y . Tim es special cor­
respondent a t the Conference 
pe rm itted  h im se lf to say th a t 
U N R R A  m ust succeed, o r else 
“ wc may see a progressive w urld -

w ide disso lu tion in to  anarchy and 
the collapse o f c iv iliza tio n . The 
whole U n ited N ations idea, world 
peace, democracy are a ll a t stake 
in the decision to be made [a t 
th is  Conference].”  B y  "a na rch y ”  
these gentlem en mean the w o rk ­
e rs ’ revo lu tion ; by “ collapse o f 
c iv iliz a tio n ” — the replacem ent o f 
cap ita lism  by socialism .

C A R D IN A L  ISSUES 
The U N R R A  Conference the re ­

fo re  m erits  a close analysis o f its  
in tr ica te  economic aspects, as well 
as its  po litica l im p lica tions. Be­
fore proceeding to  discuss the E u­
ropean problems of the U N R R A  
Conference, i t  is w e ll to  pause 
b r ie f ly  on the F a r Eastern prob­
lems a t the Conference which 
have received scant trea tm e n t in 
the dispatches em anating fro m  
the sessions, bu t w'hich are 
card ina l issues. We re fe r, o f 
course, to In d ia  and China.

The p rogram  o f re lie f and re ­
h a b ilita tio n  envisaged by the Con­
ference covers “ 500,000,000 in ­
hab itan ts .”  • (N  .Y. T imes, Nov. 
14.) B y im p lica tion , th is  program  
v ir tu a lly  excludes Ind ia , b u t in ­
cludes China as a rec ip ien t o f 
re lie f. But why should Ind ia 
«'here, as the press reports, “ 100,- 
000 persons are dy ing  o f s ta rva ­
tion  each week”  be v ir tu a lly  ex­
cluded?

R E L IE F  TO C H IN A

Le t us f irs t  examine the reasons 
fo r  the inclusion o f China. I t  is 
not due to  the scu rry ing  o f the 
Chinese Finance M in is te r, H. S. 
Kung, w ith  his unctuous so lic ita ­
tions o f Am erican banking circles. 
Even less so can i t  be a ttr ib u te d  
to the much publicized v is i t  to  
the U n ited  States o f Mme. Chiang 
Kai-shek, w ife  o f the butcher o f 
the Chinese p ro le ta ria t. The su f­
fe r in g  o f the m illio ns  o f Chinese

people is c e rta in ly  no considera­
tio n  fo r  ca p ita lis t po litic ians.

F a r more pe rtine n t is the fac t 
th a t one week a f te r  the o ffic ia l 
announcement th a t U N R R A  
would convene, the Centra l E x ­
ecutive Com m ittee o f the Kuom in- 
tang, adopted tw’o s ign ifican t 
resolutions, w’hich open wide the 
doors to  A llie d  cap ita l investm ent, 
and discard the la s t legal safe- 
g u a r d s  aga inst im p e ria lis t 
plunder. The f irs t  resolution 
rescinds the requirem ent th a t 51 
per cent o f the stock o f any 
corpora tion in  the coun try  must 
be owned by Chinese, and also 
discards the ru le  tha t a m a jo rity  
o f its  board o f d irec to rs  must be 
Chinese. The second resolution 
fu r th e r  provides th a t no fixed 
res tr ic tio n  sha ll be placed on the 
ra tio  o f fo re ign  cap ita l invested 
in jo in t en terprises and requires 
on ly th a t the cha irm an be a

Chinese. The second reso lu tion 
fu r th e r provides th a t ind iv idua ls  
may negotiate fo re ign  loans and 
gives the r ig h t  to “ a liens”  
(A m ericans and the B r it is h ) to 
finance th e ir  own enterprises.

Herein ties one o f the real 
reasons w hy China is included as 
one o f the la rg e r recip ients o f the 
so-called re lie f, and w’hy T. F. 
Tsiang is a member o f the Council 
o f U N R R A . New's o f the con­
cession granted by the Kuom in- 
tang, was reported in  b rie f, ob­
scure dispatches (such as the one 
in the, N. Y. H era ld  Tribune, Sept. 
2.) T h is  news w’as received w ith  
ju b ila tio n  in the h ighe r circles o f 
Am erican finance cap ita lism .

T H E  P A R A D O X  OF IN D IA
In d ia  occupies a place a t the | 

Conference which appears para- l 
doxical. She is listed as a con­
tr ib u to r  o f re lie f to the  am ount 
o f $35,000,000. B u t we are asked

by the c a p ita lis t preps no t to 
draw  erroneous inferences fro m  
th is  fa c t since, according to  the 
plan adopted a t the Conference 
the con tribu tion  o f $35,000,000 
fro m  a source like  Ind ia— either 
in  cash o r in  k ind , such as cotton 
— would be pooled toge ther w ith  
the o ther con tribu tions fro m  the 
uninvaded countries in to  a fund 
from  which Ind ia  o r any other 
coun try  p a rtic ip a tin g  in U N R R A  
could draw , to the same exten t as 
i t  contribu ted.

Assum ing th is  to be true, i t  is 
nevertheless p la in  —  from  the 
amount fixed fo r  her re lie f 
m ateria ls  and supplies —  that 
Ind ia is not to  be considered as one 
of the la rg e r recip ients o f re lie f.

! The reasons fo r  th is  become p la in  
| enough i f  we examine U N R R A ’s 
plan as i t  applies to the European 
countries.

T h is  p lan is to operate on the

p rinc ip le  th a t each p a rtic ip a tin g  
cou n try  con tribu tes one per cent 
o f its  na tiona l income in  k in d  o r 
in currency to a pool adm in istered 
by U N R R A . Linder th is  fo rm u la  
the U n ited States w il l  con tribu te  
fo u r tim es as much as B r ita in  
and i f  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f the re ­
lie f  is adm in istered by A m erican 
o ffic ia ls  —  as Lehman is  so 
s trenuous ly  a tte m p tin g  to  pu t 
across —  th is  w ill c e rta in ly  
operate to  give the U n ited States 
a great po litica l weapon in Europe 
and in  China as against G reat 
B rita in . The p a rtic ip a tin g  coun­
tr ies  who need the re lie f are to 
d raw  fro m  th is  pool to  the extent 
pe rm itted  by the U N R R A  ad­
m in is tra to rs . (Lehm an and pe r­
haps B r it is h  o ffic ia ls .)

The newspaper PM has called the 
U N R R A  Conference the “ G reatest

(Continued on page 3)
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The m aneuvering of the Roos­
eve lt A d m in is tra tio n  w ith  the 
wage demands of the ra ilroad  
w orkers lias come to tha t po in t 
where the un ion heads are now 
pleading fo r justice from  the die­
h a rd  reactionaries in Congress. 
L a s t week a Senate In te rs ta te  
Commerce sub-committee approved 
a reso lu tion, o r ig in a lly  introduced 
by Senator T rum an, recommend­
in g  th a t the Aug. 7 agreement be­
tween the carrie rs  and the fifteen 
non-operating unions be put in to  
effect as a “ ju s t and va lid  settle­
m ent.”

The Aug. 7 agreement granted 
the ra ilroa d  w orkers an e ight cent 
per hour increase. T h is  -was a r­
b itra r ily  set aside bv Fred M. 
V inson as “ not consistent w ith  
the s tab iliza tion  program .”

V inson made an a ttem p t to 
avert passage o f the T rum an 
resolution last week when he 
w ro te  the Senate com m ittee tha t 
approval o f the e ight cent in ­
crease would mean th a t “ Con­
gress its e lf  has broken the L it t le
Steel fo rm u la .”

* *  *

The M ine W orkers Journal
describes the s itua tion  in  Wash­
ing ton  where coal negotiations are 
again in  progress, as “ compound 
confusion." A fte r  reading endless 
“ in te rp re ta tion s" and “ c la rifica ­
tions”  by tile  W LB  and other gov­
ernm ent agencies, it seems as if  
“ chaotic chaos”  m igh t suit, the s it­
ua tion even better.

O nly one th in g  is clear. The 
m ine operators intend to get a 
more than “ adequate”  increase in 
the price o f th e ir  product, before 
they even consider s ign ing  con­
tra c ts  w ith  the U n ited M ine 
W orkers.

The m ine owners are sabotaging 
the  negotia tions. O n ly h a lf  o f 
the Southern Appalachian op­
era to rs are present a t the nego­
tia tio n s  meetings. The o ther 
h a lf  o f the southern operators 
have refused to  come to the 
m eetings a t a ll u n t il the OPA 
grants an “ adequate" increase in 
the price of coa’ . None o f the 
captive m ine owners are present. 
The operators issued a jo in t  state; 
m ent the other day declaring tha t 
unless an “ adequate”  increase is 
granted “ fo r ty  percent of the 
producers w il l  go under.”

Las t Saturday the W LB  handed 
down its  “ in te rp re ta tio n ”  of the 
Ickes-UMW  contract w h ich  ended 
the fo u rth  coal s trike . Under th is  
W L B  edict, 31 cents lias been 
lopped o ff the m iners ’ take-home 
pay by a new method of com put­
in g  pay fo r both ho u rly  and piece- 
ra te  employes. The new method 
sets 97.14 cents per hour as a. 
composite base fo r com puting 
overtim e instead of the basic 
$1.00. The con trovers ia l car-push­
in g  issue was referred “ back to 
local committees.”  Travel, tim e 
averages are s t i l l  in  the hands of 
a special board appointed by Roos­
evelt on Nov. 12 to study the 
question.

This “ c la rifica tio n ”  o f the 
Ickes-U M W  con tract was heralded 
by  the press as a stepping stone 
to  nego tia tions between the 
operators and the union fo r  a 
con tract w h ich w i l l  pave the Way 
fo r  re tu rn in g  the  m ines to 
p r iva te  ownership. However, i t  is 
no t lik e ly  th a t any serious 
nego tia tions w i l l  get under way 
u n t il the operators get th e ir  
pried increase approved by the 
OPA. They have already turned

down two proposals from  the 
OPA and lekes lo r  increases 
which d id  not meet th e ir s tip u la ­
tions.

I t  is s ign ifican t th a t nobody 
has proposed1 to the operators 
tha t they m igh t take the  increased 
production cost» under the new 
contract ou t o f th e ir  p ro fits— 
.which, according to  the O PA 
Profits  S tudy, are 3ttb% h igher 
than p re -w ar levels.

* *

8.099 w orkers a t F lin t,  M ich. 
Chevrolet returned: a  resounding 
“ yes" to the question on the 
N LR B  ba llo t: “ Do you w ish  to 
pe rm it an in te rru p tio n  of produc­
tion  in  w ar tim e as a resu lt of 
Ib is  dispute?”

B ert Boone, co-editor o f the 
Chevrolet local paper, lias th is  to 
say about the w o rd in g  o f the 
s tr ik e  ba llo t:

“ I f  I  bad been the president of 
Local 659 the m inute I  discovered 
the nature of the lousy question 
on the ba llo t, I would have pro­
tested. the w ord ing  and notified 
ihe W LB  that as local president 
I refused to a llow  the membership 
o f Local 659 to pa rtic ip a te  in  the 
vote under conditions described on 
the ba llo t, and la s tly  I  would have 
issued a ha ndb ill exposing the 
lack o f im p a rt ia lity  on tile  part 
of the W LB .”

* * *
Bell UAW  Local 501 took con­

crete- steps last week to support 
B rew ste r Local 365 aga inst the v i­
cious, u n ju s t and libelous a ttacks 
now being leveled against i t  by 
the House Naval A ffa irs  Com­
m ittee.

The Bell local passed a strongly- 
worded reso lu tion condemning the 
ac tiv itie s  o f the N ava l A f fa irs  
Com m ittee, and charged in  a 

• le tte r attached to  the ! reso lu tion 
th a t the House com m ittee is 
using the B rew ste r local as “ a 
guinea p ig  in  th e ir  test to see 
how fa r organized labor is going 
to le t them go in th e ir a tta c k s .. . ”

Copies of the reso lu tion  were 
sent to the House Naval A ffa irs  
Committee and to one thousand 
o ilie r local unions. The le tte r 
urged a ll other, Unions to take 
s im ila r action “ Before th is  
precedent becomes a fa c t.”

* * *
A  sit-down s tr ik e  of 275 w ork­

ers in  the St. Paul, M inn., Union 
Depot occurred last week. The 
s tr ik e  lasted fo r three hours and 
was ended w ith  a fo rty -e ig h t hour 
truce. D u rin g  the period o f the 
truce the St. Paul Union Depot 
company was to have reclassified 
workers and adjusted- wages, es­
tablished n ig h t w ork d iffe ren tia ls , 
and abolished four-hour shift» . 
The A F L  Brotherhood of R a ilw ay 
C lerks and the CIO U nited Trans­
port Service W orkers Unions were 
both involved in  the s trike .

*  *  *

The A lu m in u m 1 W orkers Um 
ion— CIO has presented demands 
fo r a fifteen cent per hour in ­
crease to the A lum inum  Corpora­
tion  o f Am erica. Representatives 
of twenty-three local unions ap­
proved the wage demand.

* *  *
Seventy New Y ork state teach­

ers organizations have presented 
the sla te  leg is la ture w ith  a de­
mand fo r a $500 yea rly  increase 
in  wages. The Teachers organ­
izations proposed tha t the increase 
be taken from  surp lus state 
funds.

Brooklyn Landlords Incite 
V ile  Anti-Negro Campaign

(Continued from page 1)

den tia l area. Furtherm ore, the 
sm alle r the ghetto the Negroes 
occupy, the h igh e r the re n t they  
m ust pay.

One o f the most vocal sup­
po rte rs  o f the Grand Ju ry  
presentm ent is a ce rta in  Summer 
S irtI, a leading B rooklyn  rea lto r 
and head o f the M id Town C ivic 
League, Inc., which has been fo r 
the past few  years t ry in g  to 
re s tr ic t the Negroes to a single 
section o f the Bedford-S tuyvesant 
area.

M ost brazen o f a ll is  the attem pt 
of the. Grand J u ry  presentm ent to 
blame Negroes fo r the de terio ra­
tio n  o f the Bedford-Stuyvesanl 
area in to  a slum. In  passing, the 
repo rt gives a v iv id  account of 
how Negroes are compelled to live 
inside th e ir  ghettos. The report 
says, “ Hundreds of fo rm e rly  very 
fine one-fam ily homes are now 
occupied by fro m  three to  e igh t 
fam ilies  w ith  on ly one bathroom 
in  each such house fo r the use 
o f a ll tenants.”

H IG H  REN TS

“ In  m any cases, a whole fam ily  
consisting of two parents and 
several ch ild ren  liv e  in  one room 
togther. O ftentim es a bed w i l l  be 
shared by two or more persons 
over a tw en ty-four hour period. 
T ha t is to say, one person w il l  
be en titled  to use the bed from

6 in  the m orn ing  to 6 a t n igh t, 
and the other from  6 at n ig h t un­
t i l  G in  the m orn ing .”

Nowhere does the Grand Ju ry  
po in t out th a t because o f low  
incomes and h igh ren ts Negroes 
are forced to  crowd toge ther un­
der such unhealthy and inhum an 
conditions. The re p o rt is on ly in ­
terested in “ p ro v in g ”  th a t hous­
ing  occupied by Negroes de te rio ­
rates in  value.

I f  the Grand Ju ry  had re a lly  
wanted to get at the roo ts o f the 
problems faced by the Negroes of 
“ L it t le  H a rlem ”  i t  w iu ld  have 
critic ized  the LaG uard ia ad­
m in is tra tio n  fo r  fa il in g  to provide 
adequate housing, playgrounds, 
and child-care fa c ilit ie s . The 
presentment, i f  i t  had been 
genuinely interested, could have 
pointed out th a t there is on ly one 
public nursery in  the whole area 
and p ra c tica lly  no playgrounds.

La G uard ia who knows ju s t how 
bad the conditions are in  the Bed­
fo rd -S tuyvesan t area is on ly  t r y ­
in g  to save his face by m aking 
an investiga tion  there. The in ­
vestigation and report of the 
M ayor’s com m ittee on con'ditions 
in  Harlem  made a fte r the 1935 
r io ts  rem a in  unpublished. Just 
as he has done no th in g  to im ­
prove conditions in  Harlem , so 
La  G uard ia w i l l  do no th ing to 
solve the problems of B rook lyn ’s 
" L it t le  H arlem .”

La  G uard ia ’s responsib llty  in

Supreme Court Rejects Petition
Statem ent o f A lb e rt G o ldm an, 
A tto rn e y  fo r  the Defendants

The astounding re fusa l o f the Supreme C ourt to  rev iew  
the decision o f the C irc u it C ourt o f Appeals, w h ich  a ffirm ed  
the conviction o f the 18 T ro tsky is ts , can be expla ined on ly 
on the prem ise th a t the C ourt ( I  do no t know  w hethe r there 

• was a m in o r ity )  was determ ined, no t to  in te rfe re  w ith  the 
: ra ilro a d in g  o f the defendants to  ja il:  and a t th e  same tim e  
! was anxious to evade a discussion o f the im p o rta n t lega l ques- 
: tions involved in the case;

Questions such as the c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f the S m ith  A c t, the  
i a p p lic a b ility  o f the “ c lear an d  present danger doc trine ”  to  

th a t act and other novel questions ra ised in  the  p e titio n  to  the  
Supreme C ourt, would o rd in a r ily  assure the g ra n tin g  o f  a 
rev iew  by the Supreme C ourt. B u t a rev iew  w ould  have 

{  m eant discussing these questions and the C ourt d id  n o t deem 
i t  advisable to  do tha t.

W ha t ro le did the present o ff ic ia l deference to S ta lin  p lay  
in  the C ourt’s denia l to  g ra n t a rev iew  ? In  the  recent decision 
in vo lv ing  the S ta lin is t Schneiderman, the  libe ra ls  on the  Su­
preme C ourt held th a t the d is tr ib u tio n  o f the Com m unist M an i­
festo o f M a rx  and Engels could n o t be in te rp re te d  to  mean 
th a t the p a r ty  d is tr ib u tin g  i t  advocates the  v io le n t ove rth row  
o f the Government. Since the same Com m unist M an ifesto  was i 
one o f the im p o rta n t documents in troduced in  evidence by the 
Governm ent in  the case aga inst the T ro tsky is ts , i t  m ust be 
presumed th a t i t  becomes dangerous on ly  when T ro tsky is ts  j 
d is tr ib u te  it .  I t  is ce rta in  th a t S ta lin  w i l l  applaud the  action 
o f the Supreme Court. i

B y  its  c u rt o rder: “ P e titio n  denied,”  the Supreme C ourt , 
lias dealt the revo lu tio n a ry  and dem ocratic movem ent o f th is  ! 
coun try  a severe blow. I t  is now clear th a t  to  depend upon j 
th a t cou rt to  guard rea lly , im p o rta n t dem ocratic r ig h ts , is to  
lean on a broken reed. The a g ita tio n  fo r  the repeal o f the 
S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t m ust be redoubled.

(Continued fro m  page. 1)

ers and laborers to  various 
and sundry deprivations and fo r  
the purpose o f  denying to  them 
an alleged r ig h t  to own, contro l 
and manage a ll p ro pe rty  and in ­
du s try  in  the U n ited  States,”  and 
th a t i t  was desirable and neces­
sary th a t the workers and fa n n ­
ers b r in g  about a revo lu tiona ry  
change in  th is  system. T h is is- 
the one point in  the ind ic tm ent 
tha t the defendants- acknowledged 
as true.

a  p o l it ic a l  T r ia l

The M inneapolis Sm ith  “ Gag”  
A c t t r ia l  was an unprecedented 
development in the class s trugg le  
in the U n ited  States. Never be­
fo re  has the federal governm ent 
ordered a tr ia l-  which was so 
nakedly a p o litica l t r ia l,  a 
persecution o f the w orkers ’ p o li­
tica l movement. The governm ent 
d ire c tly  characterized as c rim ina l 
the doctrines o f M arx , Lenin and 
T ro tsky , in the ind ic tm ent and 
the prosecution argum ents.

A s  the ca p ita lis t prosecution 
m arked a new stage in  the class 
s trugg le , so too did the conduct 
o f the p ro le ta rian  defense. Never 
before i l l  a labor t r ia l in  this, 
coun try  have defendants so 
de libera te ly , so system atica lly , 
defended th e ir revo lu tiona ry  doc­
trines, using the courtroom  as a 
fo rum  from  which to procla im  
th e ir  ideas.

The firm  stand o f the defendants 
a t the t r ia l m et w ith  acclaim  from , 
the advanced w orkers every­
where. The publications em anat­
in g  fro m  the t r ia l— the speech o f 
Goldman and the t r ia l testim ony 
o f Cannon— have been the most 
popu lar pam phlets ever issued by 
the T ro ts k y is t p a rty . Since the 
t r ia l,  new members have been 
recru ited in to  the p a r ty  fas te r 
than ever before in  the fifteen  
years’ h is to ry  o f Am erican 
T ro tsky ism . A ll th is  shows tha t 
the defendants tu rned the tr ia l,  
in to  a po litica l offensive against 
the class enemy. In  th is  they were 
t iu e  to  the best tra d itio n s  o f in ­
te rna tiona l M arx ism .

F IR S T  ‘G A G ’ A C T  CASE

Congress declared w a r on 
December 8, 1941. On the same 
day the cou rt sentenced the 
defendants to  prison. How could 
the po litica l significance o f the 
t r ia l be be tte r sym bolized?

The M inneapolis case was the 
firs t instance in  which the Sm ith  
“ Om nibus Gag”  Law, passed in 
1940, was invoked. F o r the firs t 
tim e since the in fam ous A lien  &  
Sedition A c ts -o f 1798 th is  s ta tu te  
made the mere advocacy o f ideas 
a federal crim e.

The sponsor o f th is  u ltra ­
reactionary  law  was the same 
po ll-ta x  Representative Howard 
W. S m ith , who is the leader o f

The im portance o f regu la r 
M ilita n t d is tribu tions  is again 
re-emphasized by a le tte r  fro m  
S eattle :

“ O ur lite ra tu re  agent has a l­
ready w r itte n  to  you about' the 
g rea t success the local had in its  
e f fo r t  to  make contacts in  the 
p lan t th rough  The M ilita n t. The 
reason th a t I  w ish to  repeat i t  
to you is because o f the po litica l 
significance i t  im plies.

“ Between 250-300 copies o f 
The M il ita n t were d is tribu ted  to 
the workers as they le f t  the p lan t. 
T h is  d is tr ib u tio n  covered about 
-four m onths and on ly  a frac tion  
o f the w orkers were able to  get 
à copy re g u la rly  because o f the

the m atte r was pointed ou t by A l­
gernon Black, co-chairman, and 
executive secretary of the City- 
W ide Citizens Committee on H a r­
lem. In  a statem ent on the ex­
istence of Juven ile  delinquency 
and crim e in  the c ity  slums, 
B lack said, "The so lu tion rests 
squarely on the c ity  ad m in is tra ­
tion  . . . AVe have asked fo r the 
opening and s ta ffing  of add itiona l 
playgrounds. We have asked fo r 
the assignment of more and bet­
te r teachers to so-called ‘problem ’ 
areas. We have asked fo r more 
juven ile  aid workers. And we 
have asked fo r a ll these th ings 
w ith  a ll the ‘H a rlem s’ in  m ind.

" In  sho rt we have asked tha t 
the c ity  ad m in is tra tion  do two 
th ings: One, recognize th a t a 
problem exists; two, make bud­
getary provisions fo r v ita l ly  need­
ed social w orkers.”

Three m onths ago, at the tim e 
o f the H arlem  ou tburst, whiejh 
was a dem onstration by the 
H arlem  population a g a i n s t  
d iscrim ina tion , the S ta lin is ts  and 
N egro leaders congra tu la ted La 
G uard ia because another “ De­
t r o it ”  had been avoided. B ut now 
the G rand Ju ry  presentm ent and 
the an ti-N egro  cam paign launch­
ed around ^ it  have b rough t the 
po ss ib ility  o f a “ D e tro it”  an ti- 
Negro pogrom one step closer.

the an ti- la bo r bloc in Congress 
and co-author o f the v icious 
Sm ith-C onna lly  a n ti-s tr ik e  law. 
S m ith  and the B ig  Business gang 
he represents regarded th is  law 
as an indispensable weapon in 
the cam paign they were prepar­
ing  to unleash against the labor 
movement.

A T T A C K  ON LAB O R

A fte r  the  Dem ocratic-Repub­
lican coa lition  passed the b ill,  the 
A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union 
and o ther organ izations pleaded 
w ith  President Roosevelt to  veto 
i t  on the ground: th a t i t  “ would 
become an ins trum en t of oppres­
sion against unpopu lar m ino ritie s  
and organized labor.”  Roosevelt 
neverthe less signed i t  over these 
protests.

I t  is c lear th a t the prosecution 
o f (he T ro tsky is ts- was but the 
firs t in a series o f  s im ila r ju d ic ia l 
attacks upon the labor, movement 
by the Roosevelt regim e. The 
m ilita n t minSrs who were in ­
dicted on a charge o f v io la tin g  
the Sm ith-C onna lly  A c t by  a 
Federal C ourt in  Pennsylvania 
are v ic tim s  o f the same ad­
m in is tra tio n  and em ployer-in ­
spired. cam paign as the M in ­
neapolis defendants.

C O N T IN U E D  P E R S E C U TIO N

N o r have the M inneapolis in ­
d ictm ents been the last o f the ad­
m in is tra tio n ’s a ttacks upon the 
T ro tsky is ts . Roosevelt’s Post­
m aster General has taken away 
the second-class m a ilin g  r ig h ts  
o f The M ilita n t. Just as the 
T ro ts k y is t movement was the 
f irs t  to  be h it  by the S m ith  A ct, 
so its  organ has been the firs t 
w o rk in g  class paper to s u ffe r  a 
reactionary  a ttack  upon the 
freedom o f the press.

Events have dem onstrated th a t 
the T ro tsky is ts  are f irs t  in the 
line  o f fire  because they are the 
spearhead o f m ilita n t resistance 
to the developing reaction. The 
s tra tegy  o f the agents o f B ig  
Business, entrenched in  W ashing-

(Continued from page 1)

d r iv in g  wages down to  the sweat­
shop levels o f 40 cents an hour 
th a t p revailed u n t il the ‘CIO 
fou gh t fo r.a n d  won a measure of 
decent conditions fo r  the indus­
t r ia l w orkers.”

The  reso lu tion concludes: 
“ E very  w o rke r and un ion is t in  

Chicago m ust understand the real, 
m eaning o f the Chicago T ribune ’s 
cam paign. I t  is out to smash our 
unions— to slander and d iscred it

m anner in  which they rushed out 
o f the gate. Nevertheless, a t the 
close o f the  cam paign, when 
the w orkers  were notified th rough  
an attached m im eographed notice 
th a t they m ust subscribe in  order 
to  read more copies, five w o rk ­
ers sent in  subs to the loca l o f­
fice. We are amazed by these 
results. A l l  o f us had experienced 
w o rk  o f the  same type and zero 
subs a fte r  much longer periods 
o f d is tr ibu tion .

“ I  th in k  th a t these five subs are 
testim ony to the fac t th a t our 
ideas are becoming more and 
more receptive to the masses who 
are burned out on cap ita lis t 
po litics. The advanced guard is 
ready to move i f  they can get a 
program  to guide them. The fu ll 
im pact o f the w ar is now clear 
to them and they are com ing our 
way.”

* * &

A  le tte r  from  our San Francisco 
agent indicates the ever-w iden­
in g  in fluence o f The M ilita n t 
among the w orkers:

“ Enclosed find money order 
covering nine subscrip tions ob­
tained in  our house-to-house w ork  
las t Sunday. I f  you are fa m ilia r  
w ith  San Francisco you w ill know 
th a t th is  is m ig h ty  good fo r  the 
M ission d is tr ic t. I could te ll you 
about the tim e  we a lm ost got 
stoned ou t o f th a t d is tr ic t.”

*  *  *

A  w o rke r in  C a lifo rn ia  voices 
h is appreciation o f The M il ita n t :

“ Enclosed you w i l l  find $12 in  
cash. $2 is fo r  a renewal sub­
scrip tion  to  The M ilita n t, and $10 
is tow ard  the K e lly  Posta l fund.

“ I  en joy in  The M ilita n t ‘ In ­
te rna tion a l Notes,’ news o f the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers locals, and 
any news o f a irc ra ft  locals is a l­
ways appreciated.

“ Y our news o f the ro tten  p o li­
tics in  W ashington is accurate; I  
know because I  have been there. 
The p rocrastina tion  by our so- 
called W L B  is beyond im ag ina­
tion .”

ton, is to p ick o f f  those who stand 
at the extrem e le ft-w in g  o f the 
labor movement. I f  these in it ia l 
a ttem pts prove successful, they 
can then proceed to move fo rw a rd  
in fro n ta l assault against the rest 
o f the labor movement. Step by- 
step they intend to rob the w o rk ­
ers o f a ll th e ir dem ocratic r ig h ts .

HO W  T R IA L  B E G A N

In  the sp ring  o f 1941, A F L  
Team sters President Danie l J. 
Tobin came in to  con flic t w ith  the

them. I t  is o jtt to  d rive  wages 
and w o rk ing  conditions down to 
the slave-level o f the sweat-shop 
era.

“ The U A W -C IO  has the t ra d i­
tiona l record o f being the cleanest 
run and m ost dem ocratic un ion 
in  the h is to ry  o f A m erican Labor. 
N o t w ith  the aid o f the enemies 
o f labor, bu t by its  own action, 
th o  U A W -C IO  has never fa ile d  to 
expose and e lim ina te  those com­
pany elements which from  tim e 
to tim e  in fi lt ra te  every union fo r  
the purpose o f d isc red iting  and 
underm in ing  them.

“ To the Chicago T ribune  and 
the reactionary  forces i t  repre­
sents,. we say: ‘Hands O ff  Our 
U n ion ! Clean you r own house!’ ”

U N IO N  S O L ID A R IT Y

A  com m ittee o f tw e lve  rep­
resentatives fro m  each o f the two 
locals m et w ith  Joseph M attson, 
Regional U A W  D irec to r o f the 
Chicago D is tr ic t. In  the name 
o f the In te rn a tion a l O ffice he 
prom ised a cam paign o f -defense 
consisting o f fu ll-page  advertise­
ments to  be run in  the da ily  news­
papers and a series o f 13 weekly 
rad io ta lks , in  w h ich  the record 
an il position o f the U A W  would 
be presented. He fa iled , however, 
to  make any proposals which 
would express the mass resent­
m ent o f the members o f the U A W  
locals in the reg ion aga inst th is  
a ttack  and w hich would un­
m is takab ly  dem onstrate th a t the 
overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f the 
un ion ’s members support th e ir  
o rgan iza tion  and are ready to 
ra l ly  to its  defense.

The response o f the members o f 
these locals is p roo f o f th e ir  un­
derstand ing o f the true  character 
o f th is  a ttack  and o f th e ir  own 
s o lid a rity  in  defense o f th e ir  
unions.

leaders o f M inneapolis Local 544, 
who refused to accept T ob in ’s 
order th a t they abandon th e ir  
v igorous strugg les to im prove 
w o rk ing  conditions and resisted 
his a ttem pts  to set up a d ic ta to r­
ship over the local union. W hen 
the local voted to tra n s fe r its  
a ff ilia t io n  to the CIO, Tobin ap­
pealed to the W h ite  House fo r 
aid and Roosevelt seized th is  op­
p o rtu n ity  to  de live r a dem onstra­
tive  blow against labor m ilitancy . 
A  federal ind ic tm ent was issued 
against 29 members o f the 
Socialist W orkers  P a rty  and the 
T ro tsky is t- led  Local 544 on Ju ly  
15, 1941.

The ind ic tm ent made tw o main 
charges: 1. T h a t the defendants 
were g u ilty  o f seditious conspiracy 
to ove rth row  the governm ent, by 
force and violence, and 2. T ha t 
they had violated, the S m ith  
“ Gag”  A c t by advocating- the 
ove rth row  o f  the governm ent.

A ltho ug h  the defendants were 
charged w ith  conspiracy, the real 
conspirators were a ll on the other 
side o f the case. Tobin conspired 
aga inst the 544-CIO leaders no t 
on ly  w ith  the M inneapolis bosses, 
the Republican Governor Stassen 
and the Dem ocratic Pres. Roose­
ve lt, bu t also w ith  the F B I. Gov­
ernm ent tes tim ony d u rin g  the 
t r ia l revealed th a t F B I men had 
been w o rk in g  fo r  m onths w ith  
Tobin ’ s agents in  the local to  in ­
c rim ina te  and oust its  elected
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leaders. Carl Skoghind, form er'®  
544 President and one o f the 18 
convicted, was approached and 
offe red im m u n ity  fro m  deporta­
tion  i f  he would tu rn  in fo rm e r 
aga inst the o ther 544 o ffic ia ls .

The charge th a t the T ro ts k y is t 
movement is in any w ay a con­
spiracy is a brazen lie . T ro ts k y ­
ism founded upon M arx ism  em­
ploys dem ocratic and popu lar 
means to  reach and. teach the 
masses. I t  advocates its  views in 
the open and seeks the w idest 
c ircu la tion  fo r  the p a r ty ’s re ­
vo lu tio n a ry  p rinc ip les and p ro ­
gram .

A t  the tr ia l, the governm ent 
produced 37 witnesses, the over­
w he lm ing m a jo r ity  o f whom were 
Tobin ’ s agents and employes. As 
evidence i t  in troduced p roo f th a t 
the leaders o f Local 544 had o r­
ganized a U n ion Defense Guard 
to  pro tect the union, and its  
p rope rty  aga inst the threatened 
attacks o f the S ilve r S h irts  and 
o ther v ig ila n te  groups.

In  addition i t  produced 150‘ ex­
h ib its , consis ting o f openly-sold 
documents o f the  Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  and its  press, together 
w ith  w e ll-know n works o f M arx, 
Engels, Len in  and T ro tsky . 
Am ong them was the socia list 
classic, the “ Communist M a n i­
festo,”  which is ca rried  on the 
shelves o f thousands o f lib ra ries  
and universities.

J U R Y ’S V E R D IC T

The t r ia l judge dismissed the 
charges aga inst five o f the 
defendants, and th e -ju ry  acquitted 
five others.

G rant Dunne, Local 544 o r­
gan izer and one o f the o rig in a l 
29 defendants, com m itted suicide 
three weeks before the t r ia l 
began. He had been in  i l l  health 
fo r  a long tim e  as a resu lt o f 
shell shock su ffe red d u rin g  the 
F irs t  W orld  W ar.

The ju r y  found no evidence 
w hatever o f ove rt acts com m itted 
by any o f the  defendants and a ll 
were declared no t g u ilty  on the 
f irs t count o f the ind ic tm ent. 
Thus the 18 were convicted under 
the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t alone.— not 
fo r  any acts they had com m itted 
but sole ly because o f be lie fs they 
held and expressed.

T h is  aspect o f the t r ia l  is a ll 
the more ominous because, a l­
though the defendants are v ic tim s  
o f an a ttack  on the  free  speech 
provis ions o f the B il l o f  R ights, 
t lie  ¡eports in  the c a p ita lis t press 
o f the t r ia l  and the C irc u it C ourt 
decision and the Supreme Courtis, 
re fusa l to rev iew  the case 
de libe ra te ly  seek to  cover up th is  
v ita l aspect o f the  M inneapolis 
S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t case.
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Boston Celebrates 
26th Anniversary 
Of Soviet October

BOSTON —  The 2Gth ann iver­
sary of the Russian Revolu tion 
was celebrated hero a t a Nov. 13 
m eeting of members and friends 
of the Boston branch of the Social­
is t W orkers P arty . Comrade Os­
car W illia m s  of New Y ork, Na­
tio n a l Com m ittee member, was 
the speaker of the evening.

Comrade W illia m s  analyzed the 
m eaning- o f the October Revolu­
tion , its  ro le today and in  the 
great days o f Ihe com ing E uro­
pean and w o rld  revo lu tion . He 
c learly  defined Ihe difference be­
tween the false po lic ies and 
treacherous ro le of. the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy on Ihe one hand, and 
the progressive character of the 
Soviet economy on the other. De­
sp ite  the lies of ihe L ibe ra ls  and 
professors, the press and the 
movies, i t  is the economy b u ilt  
by the October R evolu tion w h ich  
keeps the Red A rm y  on the m arch 
w ith  a m orale unparalle led in  
any other na tion today.

There was a hearten ing num ­
ber o f new faces in  the audience. 
Am ong the newcomers were 
trade un ion is ts  and a group o f 
young N egro women.

'f i le  response of the audience 
was enthusiastic, and a w ide 
range o f questions engaged the 
speaker a fte r lie had concluded 
his m ain address. The m eeting 
closed w ith  the s ing ing  of the 
In ternationa le .
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Negro S truggle
By David Ransom

The " Four Freedoms" Abroad
Those who t r y  to  convince N e­

groes th a t the U n ited Slates rs 
lead ing a “ crusade fo r Democracy”  
have a very hard job on th e ir  
hands. A fte r a ll, it  isn ’ t H it le r  
who J im  Crows Negroes in  the 
armed forces and in  c iv ilia n  life  
in  ib is  country. I t  is the govern­
m ent, the cap ita lis ts , and th e ir  
na tive  h ire lings , lik e  the K u 
K lu x  K lan, who s trive  to “ keep 
the Negro in  h is  place.”

Just as reactionary as the tre a t­
m ent o f Negroes at home is the 
a ttitu d e  of the Roosevelt adm in­
is tra tio n  towards the colonial peo­
ples of A frica , Ind ia , and the Near 
East.. The A m erican cap ita lis ts  
collaborate w ith  G reat B rita in , 
the French Committee of N ational 
L ibe ra tion , and the Ita lia n  regime 
o f M arsha l Badoglio in  keeping 
down th e ir  colon ia l subjects.

The S ta lin is ts  and o ther m is- 
leaders o f the Negro people may- 
ta lk  a lo t about the  “ fo u r 
freedom s,”  the A tla n tic  C harter 
and o ther paper prom ises o f 
democracy. One fac t, however, 
sticks out like  a sore thumb. The 
U n ited  States sides w ith  its  
“ dem ocratic”  a llies  against the 
oppressed peoples who s tr iv e  fo r  
freedom . Though they a ll may- 
quarre l over the exact d iv is ion o f 
the colonies, they a ll agree on one 
po in t— these colon ia l peoples are 
to  rem ain enslaved.

Take tlie  fate of E th iop ia , E r i­
trea, Som aliland, and Libya. Mus­
so lin i boasted these A fr ic a n  col­
onies were to be the foundation 
o f I ta ly ’s fascist empire. Though 
M ussolin i lias been replaced by 
M arshal Badoglio, and the Ita lia n  
ru l in g  class has sw itched from  the 
A x is  to the side of the “ U n ited 
N ations”  there lias been no change 
in  the im p e ria lis t plans of the 
Ita lia n  ru lin g  class.

They are s t i l l  figh ting  a w ar 
fo r  p ro fits  and colonies. And as 
a rew ard fo r  deserting H it le r  
they hope to regain th e ir  A frica n  
colonies now under A llie d  m il i ­
ta ry  contro l.

A bou t a m onth ago, George 
Padmore, London correspondent 
fo r  tw o leading N egro  papers, 
reported th a t Badoglio was 
pressing I ta ly ’s colon ia l cla im s 
on A m erican and B r it is h  govern­
ment representatives. T h is  week, 
Count Sf'orza, so-called a n ti­
fasc is t and libe ra l, who had 
p rev iously  endorsed Badoglio ’s 
colon ia l demands, again urged 
th a t E ritre a , Som aliland and 
L ibya  be re turned to I ta ly  in  
order to  “ avoid a re b ir th  o f 
fascism .”  A no ther leading Ita lia n  
figure, D r. A do lfo  Omedeo, rector 
o f Naples un ive rs ity , said tha t 
I ta ly  should he given a mandate 
over E th iop ia .

Through the m ouths o f th e ir  
spokesmen, Badoglio and Count 
Sforza, the Ita lia n  ru l in g  class 
voices its  demand fo r these colo­
nies. I t  rem ains to be seen 
w hether o r no t the A m erican and 
B r it is h  w i l l  re tu rn  these colonies 
to the Ita lians . B u t one th in g  is 
sure. N o t one o f the statesmen o f 
the U n ited Nations w i l l  see to i t  
th a t these colon ia l people be given 
the r ig h t  to ru le  themselves.

* $ ■ *

A no ther of A m erica ’s a llies, the 
French Committee of N a tiona l 
L ib e ra tio n  made its  w ar aims 
clear to the people of Lebanon 
th is  week. The so-called Free 
French answered the demand of 
the Lebanese people fo r  independ­
ence w ith  the usual rep ly  of col­
on ia l despots— armed force.

T ired  o f broken promises, the 
Lebanese voted several weeks 
ago to establish complete sover­
e ig n ty  now. T h e ir new ly elected 
governm ent asked the French in 
e ffect to leave the country. The 
Delegate-General o f the Free 
French proceeded “ dem ocrati-

c a l iy  to  procla im  m a rtia l law , 
dissolve the Iebanese govern­
ment and a rrest as many mem­
bers o f the government as he 
could lay  his hands on.

When the Lebanese people p ro t­
ested the a rre s t o f th e ir  leaders, 
and called fo r  the res to ra tion  o f 
th e ir  c iv i l libe rties , the French 
called out. the troops to machine 
gun the dem onstrators. A ltho ug h  
the French have imposed a s tr ic t 
censorship, the, casualties are 
known to  ru n  in to  hundreds.

W r it in g  in  the D a ily  W orker o f 
Novem ber 22, James S. A llen  
says, “ Our main concern in  the 
m a tte r is to prevent the cris is  
fro m  spreading and de lay ing
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fu r th e r  the fina l actions which are 
necessary to  b r in g  the w a r in  
Europe to a speedy end.”  A llen  
here adm its th a t the independence 
o f Lebanon is o f l i t t le  concern to 
h im , and a ll h is colleagues.

One reason fo r  the cris is , A llen  
fu r th e r  adm its , is the a ttem p t by 
the U n ited  States and Great 
B r ita in  to grab French colon ia l 
possessions. “ Both B r ita in  and 
our country-,”  declares A llen , “ are 
m aking th ings more d iff ic u lt  by 
seeking to underm ine French 
colonigl position, to  b ring  about 
even before the w ar is over a 
red is tr ibu tion  o f in fluence in  the 
French colon ia l sphere, i f  not of 
the colonies themselves.”

A fte r  te llin g  us w ha t Great 
B r ita in  and the U n ited States are 
figh ting  fo r, A llen  then reveals 
the noble m otives of the French 
im p e ria lis ts : “ The French Com­
m ittee ,”  declares A llen  “ is deeply 
concerned w ith  safeguarding the 
position of France as a leading 
European power.”

And A llen  adds th a t "the  colon­
ia l powers w i l l  under a ll c ircum ­
stances continue to jockey fo r posi­
tion  and t r y  to oust th e ir  riva ls ...” 
B u t th is  co n flic t m ust stop, he 
concludes, because i t  in terfe res 
w ith  w in n in g  the war.

W hat are these i f  no t S ta lin is t 
admissions th a t the U n ited  Na­
tions are figh ting  fo r  the r ig h t to 
exp lo it the colon ia l peoples of 
the w orld?  A lle n ’s so lu tion  fo r 
the quarre l among the v ic to rious 
A llie s  is a coa lition  so lu tion of 
the im m ediate problem .”  W hat is 
th is  other than a proposal to let 
t iie  E ng lish  as w e ll as the French 
have a r ig h t  to exp lo it the Leb­
anese?

A lle n ’s recogn ition o f the r ig h t 
o f the im p e ria lis t powers to 
colon ia l possessions exposes his 
lipservice to  the s trugg le  o f the 
Lebanese people fo r  independence. 
You can’t  have a colon ia l em pire 
w ith o u t slaves. A nd the. S ta lin is ts , 
as A llen  makes qu ite  clear, are 
fo r  the continued existence o f the 
B r it is h  and French empires.

TROTSKY SAID:

ADVANCED AMERICAN WORKERS 
WILL TURN TOWARD MARXISM

The U n ited  States had M arx is ts  
in  the past, i t  is true, hu t they 
were a strange type of M arx is t, 
o r ra ther, three strange types. In  
the f irs t  place, there  were the em i­
gres cast out o f Europe, who did 
w hat they could b u t could not find 
any response: in  the second place, 
isolated Am erican groups, lik e  the 
De Leonists, who in  the course 
of events, and because of then- 
own m istakes, turned themselves 
in to  sects; in  the th ird  place, d i­
le ttantes attracted by the October 
R evolu tion and sym pathetic to 
M arxism  as an exotic teaching 
th a t had l i t t le  lo  do w ith  the 
U n ited States. T h e ir day is over.

Now dawns the new epoch of 
an independent class movement of 
the p ro le ta r ia t and a t the same 
tim e  of —  genuine M arxism . In

th is, too, Am erica  w ill in  a few 
jum ps catch up w ith  Europe and 
outdistance it .  Progressive tech­
nique and a progressive social 
s truc tu re  w il l  pave th e ir  own way 
in  the sphere of doctrine. The 
best theoretic ians of M arxism  
w ill appear on A m erican soil. 
M arx w i l l  become the m ento r of 
the advanced Am erican workers.

(F ro m  “ The L iv in g  Thoughts 
o f K a r l M arx ,”  page 36.)
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The A llied  ‘Democrats’ And 
The ‘Free French’ Committee

R y A . R o la n d

I t  would be^over-easy to  dism isk 
the r iv a lry  o f de Gaulle and 
G iraud as m ere ly  a clash o f per­
sonalities, each .o f whom  has the 
am b ition  to  become the Bonae 
pa rte  o f France. T h is  is  on ly one 
o f the elements present in  the 
complex s itu a tio n  con fro n tin g  
the French bourgeoisie. They face 
the task o f a tte m p tin g  to re ­
establish ca p ita lis t ru le  in  a 
France com plete ly shattered a fte r  
ignom in ious defeat in  the war. 
An im p o rta n t p a rt o f th is  task, 
s t i l l  fro m  the c a p ita lis t po in t of 
v iew , is  to  preserve in ta c t the 
French empire. A llie d  im peria lism  
seeks to help French cap ita lism  
in  its  f ir s t  task, and to  defeat 
F rench im p eria lism  in the second 
one.

The actions o f the A llie s  in the 
invasion o f N o rth  A fr ic a  showed 
an u tte r ind iffe rence  and con­
tem pt fo r  both the colon ia l and 
the French masses. I t  was clear 
tha t w hat the “ dem ocratic”  lead­
ers, Roosevelt and C hurch ill, 
sought, was an au tho rita rian  
m il ita ry  figu re  who would co­
o p e ra te —  o r collaborate —  w ith  
them in  the ad m in is tra tion  o f the 
French colonies, and who could 
be groomed fo r  the post o f m il i­
ta ry  d ic ta to r in  France a fte r  the 
invasion o f Europe. G iraud was 
chosen f irs t  fo r  th is  post. He was 
in close touch w ith  V ich y  c irc les; 
th a t is, w ith  the  finance ca p ita l­
is ts  o f France. He was w ill in g  to 
take d irections fro m  the A llie s  
in  both a m il ita ry  and a po litica l 
sense. He hoped in  th is  m anner to 
salvage as much o f the French 
em pire as the A llie s  could be in ­
duced to  hand back- by the 
“ good conduct”  o f the French 
bourgeoisie.

R E A C T IO N A R Y  R E G IM E S

Roosevelt and C hurch ill favored 
G iraud also as an excellent go- 
between w ith  the top-circ les of 
the French ru lin g  class, pa r­
t ic u la r ly  w ith  Petain. The A llie d  
leaders have shown in  a ll th e ir  
policies th a t they fee l i t  ab­
so lu te ly  necessary to  establish a 
conspiracy w ith  the fo rm e r ru lin g  
class o f the invaded countries o f 
Europe a t the ea rlies t moment, 
in  order to fru s tra te  the inevitab le  
movement o f the g re a t masses

tow ard th e ir  own revo lu tiona ry  
rule. E veryw here the “ demo­
c ra tic ”  im peria lis ts  seek to  set 
up reactionary  to ta lita r ia n  re ­
gimes in order to save cap ita lism .

De Gaulle had d isqualified h im ­
self fo r  the post o f d ic ta to r, so 
fa r  as Roosevelt and C hurch ill 
were concerned, not because o f 
any love fo r  democracy on his 
p a rt (F rance i% w o rth  a few 
democratic phrases!) bu t because 
lie tr ie d  to re ly  on the support 
o f a ll the classes’ in  France in ­
stead o f leaning- solely on the 
cap ita lis ts  under the tu te lage  of 
the A llies . De Gaulle hopes to he 
the m edia tor betVeen the classes, 
and thus the true  Bonaparte ho ld­
ing  the balance by m ilita ry -  
police force between equal forces. 
B u t th is  would tend to p rec ip ita te  
the class s trugg le , something- the 
A llie s  dread above a ll else. The 
bourgeoisie has been weakened, 
its  ru le  underm ined by  defeat and 
co llabora tion w ith  Nazism . The 
masses are filled  w ith  hate and 
bitterness against the ru lin g  class 
th a t betrayed them in to  slavery. 
N o t o f the own free w ill o f the 
masses can cap ita lism  be restored 
a fte r  the w ar. The old cap ita lis t 
ru le  would have to be imposed on 
them by overw helm ing force.

De Gaulle made h im se lf inac- 
ceptable to  the A ng lo -A m erican  
leaders on another ground when 
he accepted the co llabora tion o f 
the French Com m unist P a rty . 
T h is  opeps the p o s s ib ility  o f a 
S ta lin  - de Gaulle a lliance a t a 
la te r stage. Such an alliance 
m ig h t prove usefu l to  Soviet 
Russia in  th w a rtin g  any moves 
by the A llie s  aga inst w h a t S ta lin  
conceives to be Russian in terests. 
De Gaulle m ig h t hope on h is  pa rt, 
to secure S ta lin ’s aid aga inst the 
inevitab le  a ttem p ts  o f the “ U n ited  
N a tions” * to  aw ard to  themselves 
choice p a rts  o f the French colonial 
em pire. Moves in  th is  d irection 
are a lready qu ite  apparent.

P O LIC IE S  OPPOSED

T lie  A llie s  had hoped to  b r in g  
about u n ity  in  the ranks o f the 
French bourgeoisie. They fe lt  th a t 
such u n ity  was demanded by the 
“ de licate”  s itua tion . U nde r pres-, 
sure, de Gaulle and G iraud 
f in a lly  go t together. B u t th e ir  
policies proved to he opposed to 
each other. De Gaulle aw aited a

favorable m oment lo  d itch  G iraud. 
T h is  m om ent came when the 
Moscow Conference ignored the 
French N a tion a l Com m ittee o f 
L ibe ra tion  a lm ost e n tire ly . De 
Gaulle tho ugh t to “ pay back”  the 
A llie s  fo r  th is  neglect by rem ov­
in g  G iraud as Co-Chairm an o f the 
French Com m ittee. De Gaulle did 
not dare go so fa r  as to  unseat 
h is r iv a l from  m il ita ry  command 
since th a t would have m eant 
stopping a ll a id  fro m  A ng lo - 
Am erican im peria lism . The sudden 
resignation  o f Petain at th is  same 
tim e  shows th a t he is in  touch 
w ith  the A llie s  who w ish  to 
restore h is fo rm e r prestige be­
fo re  the invasion o f France. 
P eta in ’s move tends to a id  G iraud 
and to  weaken de Gaulle.

H Y P O C R IT IC A L  D E M A N D S

Roosevelt and C h u rch ill are 
ta k in g  fu l l  advantage o f the 
s itua tion  in  Lebanon to  underm ine 
de Gaulle. He stands in  the way 
o f th e ir  plans. I t  would on ly  be 
an h is to ric  rep e titio n  i f  the B r i t ­
ish ru lin g  class was the engineer 
o f the Lebanon revo lt. T h is  w a r is 
the, con tinuation  o f the la s t im ­
p e ria lis t w a r on a h igh e r plane. 
T h is  Second W orld  W a r lik e  the 
firs t,  involves the s trugg le  fo r  
the oil resources o f the N ear 
East. The period fo llo w in g  1918 
saw a fierce com petition between 
France and Eng land fo r  con tro l 
o f the M osul and Ira q  o il fields, 
and fo r  the t ra n s it  countries like  
Lebanon th rough  w h ich  the pipe 
lines ran  to  M editerranean 
harbors. Agreem ents among the 
im peria lis ts , such as the San 
Romo agreem ent o f 1920, were 
reached .only to  be im m ed ia te ly  
v io la ted. F in a lly  the tw o  powers, 
Eng land and France, fo u g h t a 
w a r over the o il fields by proxy, 
E ngland suppo rting  Greece, and 
France suppo rting  T u rkey . E ng­
land lost the p roxy w ar, but got 
its  way by s t ir r in g  up the 
Lebanon tribes  in  revo lt against 
the French, by m aking Eeisal K in g  
o f Iraq , and then fo rc in g  Turkey 
to cede the M osul field to Feisal.

The u tte r ly  hyp ocritica l demands 
o f C hurch ill and Roosevelt fo r  the 
g ra n tin g  o f independence to 
Lebanon and to o ther .Near East 
countries is obviously a move to 
detach pa rts  o f the French E m ­
p ire . The s o rt o f fic tit io u s  inde-

pendence th a t w i l l  he granted, 
w ill m ere ly  place the “ libe ra ted”  
lands under A ng lo  - Am erican 
dominance. The U n ite d  States 
w ill m ost iik e lj-  become the suc­
cessor o f the French in  the  o il 
lands. A m erican concern over the 
o il s itua tion  on a w o rld  scale is 
connected w ith  the  needs fo r  o il 
stations and a ir  bases scattered 
a ll over the w orld . The seizure of 
such bases w i l l  m a rk  the rea l end 
o f iso la tion ism  and the w o rld ­
w ide expansion o f A m erican im ­
peria lism . The v is it  o f the sons 
o f I  bn Saud to the U n ite d  States 
recen tly  was bu t another ind ica ­
tion  o f U n ited  States o il aim s in  
the N ear East. The speed w ith  
w h ich the U n ited  States backed 
up the E ng lish  stand against the 
French in  Lebanon shows th a t the 
whole m a tte r was planned and 
calculated in  advance.

G iraud has aim s no d iffe re n t 
from  those o f de Gaulle both at 
home and abroad. No more than 
de Gaulle would G iraud desire to 
free Lebanon fro m  French dom i­
nation . H is  silence on the m a tte r 
a t th is  tim e , is a. w ay  o f ta k in g  
advantage o f the  s itua tion  which 
exposes de G aulle and his Com­
m ittee  fo r  w ha t i t  is  —  the 
custodian o f F rench im peria lism . 
The Com m ittee is powerless to  
resist, no t the Lebanese, bu t 
A ng lo -A m erican  pressure.

The aim s o f im peria lism , E n g ­
lish, F rench and A m erican, are 
clear. A l l  seek to streng then then- 
hold on the  masses a t home by 
assuring themselves o f contro l 
over raw' m ate ria ls  and m arkets 
abroad. B u t each power today can 
expand in  the  colon ia l sphere 
on ly  a t the expense o f some o ther 
power. F rance w i l l  be as sure ly 
one o f the v ic tim s  o f the w a r as 
any o f the A x is  powers. She w il l  
be weakened by the loss o f a 
g rea te r o r lesser p a r t o f her 
co lon ia l em pire. N e ith e r G iraud 
no r de Gaulle w i l l  be able to 
prevent th is . F rench cap ita lism  
w i l l  be underm ined both a t home 
and abroad. I t  can o ffe r  the 
French w orkers and peasants 
no th ing  b u t fu r th e r  m ise ry  and 
degradation. The libe ra tion  o f 
France in  any rea l sense is pos­
sib le no t by the res to ra tion  o f 
cap ita lism  by the A llied  forces o f 
invasion, but on ly  i f  the masses 
take .their fa te  in to  th e ir  own 
hands. The libe ra tion  o f FranceEconomic And Political 

Implications O f UNRRA can take place on ly  o n 'th e  road 
to socialism  th rough  the p ro le ­
ta ria n  revo lu tion .

(Continued from page 1)

Swap Shop in  H is to ry ,”  and con­
cludes th a t a ll w i l l  go w e ll —  i f  
each of the countries represented 
at the Conference contributes 
those products which i t  has, or 
is capable of c u ltiv a tin g  or manu­
fac tu rin g  in  the fu tu re ; and ex­
changes them, or as PM  puts it ,  
“ swaps”  them  fo r the needed prod­
ucts or supplies from  other 
UN RRA con tribu to rs . The UNRRA 
ad m in is tra tion  would therefore op­
erate as a so rt of c learing  house 
fo r  ah in te rna tiona l exchange of 
commodities, and th is  would be 
the restora tion  of in te rna tiona l 
trade  on a stable basis.

G R E A T  IL L U S IO N S

. Now i f  a ll th is  were possible, 
cap ita lism  would no t be w hat it  
is today. Le t us take, fo r  example, 
the problems presented by Greece, 
one o f the firs t states considered 
at the U N R R A  Conference. 
Greece, in  m any respects typ ifie s  
the problem s o f m any o ther coun­
tr ie s  represented a t the Con­
ference. A ccord ing  to  the repo rt 
o f the U N R R A  Council C h a ir­
man, Greece needs a t least 1,- 
707,000 tons o f im p o rts  (consis t­
ing o f food, m edical supplies, 
a g r ic u ltu ra l im plem ents, te x ­
tiles , and c lo th ing .)

Now, Greece is a sm all country , 
which n o rm a lly  produces sm all 
quan tities o f iron , lead, n ickel and 
m agnesite; among her food 
products are : w heat, oats, maize, 
barley, olives, tobacco, grapes, 
lemons and oranges. I f  the ad­
m in is tra to rs  o f U N R R A  were to 
allocate the  m illio n  and three 
qu a rte r tons o f products wh ich 
Greece now needs in  exchange fo r  
products which Greece could la te r 
supply, eve ry th in g  would be w e ll. 
On the surface th is  appears 
plausible. In  re a lity , i t  is  com­
p le te ly  illu so ry .

T H E  R IG H T  OF G REECE

1. The to ta l value oT the m il­
lio n  and three quarte r tons of 
products now needed by Greece is 
so fa r  in  excess of the m arket 
value of the products w h ich  she 
could de live r in  exchange tha t i t  
would take her years to repay.

2. Greece’s products, such as 
wheat, oats, barley, olives, grapes 
oranges and lemons áre likew ise 
produced by a  host of other con­
tr ib u tin g  countries to UNRRA. 
M any of these countries can sell

the self-same products a t a fa r 
lower price than Greece because 
they are a t a h igher stage of in ­
d u s tria l development, and there­
fore have a g ric u ltu ra l equipm ent 
w h ich  reduces the cost, of produc­
tio n ; and moreover they possesses 
transporta tion  fa c ilit ie s  to the 
m arke t fa r  superior to those of 
Greece. F o r instance, China and 
Ind ia  may need Greece’s oranges, 
lemons and tobacco, but the 
U n ited  States, which tu rns out 
these same item s in mass produc­
tion  quantities, and which has at 
its  disposal the greatest sh ipp ing 
fa c ilit ie s  in the world, could make 
them available to Ind ia  and China 
at a fa r  lower cost per un it. 
Ind ia  and China would ce rta in ly  
be compelled to purchase from  the 
United States ra th e r than from  
Greece. The U n ited  States^-how- 
ever, is  no t the  on ly com petito r 
o f Greece in  th is  respect. In  fac t, 
the com petitors are too numerous 
to l is t  here.

I t  m a y ‘ be argued that, as a 
last resort, the products which 
Greece im m ed ia te ly  needs could 
be advanced to her as a g if t  from  
tho U N RRA Conference. Or i f  
th a t should meet w ith  opposition 
from  other ind igen t nations de­
nied s im ila r  consideration, they 
could ,be advanced by a well-to-do 
cap ita lis t coun try  like  Am erica.

“ A L L IE D ”  C O N T R A D IC TIO N S

Should the United States even 
contem plate such a “ g i f t ”  to 
Greece, o r fo r  th a t m atte r to any 
other coun try  in  a s im ila r  s itua ­
tion , i t  w ou ld  meet w ith  the op­
position of B r ita in , France, Bel­
g ium  and other. W hy? Because 
any g ifts  on the part o f the United 
States to  Greece, even i f  p rom pt­
ed by pu re ly  hum an itarian  
motives, would in actual practice 
operate to  enhance the po litica l 
and economic dom ination  o f 
Am erican B ig  Business in  the 
M editerranean area, to  the 
de trim ent o f the o ther cap ita lis t 
countries.

Econom ically, such a g i f t  
would deprive these countries o f 
ava ilab le  outlets. M o r e o v e r ,  
especially i f  i t  were adm in istered 
by Am erican governm ent o ffic ia ls  
i t  would appropria te  fro m  the 
o ther c a p ita lis ts . w ha t is term ed 
as “ good w i l l ”  (trade  connec­
tions, d is tr ib u tio n  outlets, etc.) I t  
is precise ly the fe a r  o f such an 
independent move on the  p a r t o f 
the U n ited  States tha t, made

B rita in  so amenable to  A m erica ’s 
proposal th a t the d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
the so-called re lie f and re h a b ilita ­
t io n  m a te ria ls  be. made th rough  
the m edium  o f a U n ited  N ations 
R e lie f A d m in is tra tio n . T  h e. 
“ paradox”  o f Ind ia  can now be 
seen in  its  tru e  lig h t.

S O LU T IO N  O F R ID D L E

I f  the U n ited  States were to 
decide —  in d iv id u a lly  o r th rough  
the U N RRA— to g ra n t such g ifts  
to Ind ia , i t  would a lm ost ce rta in ­
ly  he the signal fo r an open 
breach between B r ita in  and A m er­
ica. Besides, the g i f t  to be effec­
tive  would have to be of such 
huge proportions as would o f ne­
cessity requ ire  a quid  p ro  quo 
s im ila r  to th a t granted by China. 
As m atte rs  now stand, both 
B r ita in  and A m erica  agree, a t 
least fo r  (he present, to re ta in  
Ind ia  in  the U N R R A  Council in  
the position o f a coun try  “ con­
tr ib u tin g ”  $35,000,000 in  re tu rn  
fo r  food to the same am ount 
which w il l  be g iven in one form  
o r another by both B r ita in  and 
Am erica. T h is  assures to B rita in , 
fo r  the tim e being, her dom ination 
o f Ind ia .

W orld  cap ita lis t re lationships

have become so aggravated tha t i t  
is u tte r ly  im possible fo r  any ad­
vanced cap ita lis t country  to make 
a s ingle im p o rtan t move on the 
in te rna tiona l arena _ w ith o u t af­
fecting  the v ita l in terests of 
other countries. B r ita in  and 
Am erica m ust consult each other 
w ith  reference to the d iv is ion  and 
re-d iv is ion in  even suoli fields as 
the “ d is tr ib u tio n  of re lie f.”

In  the la s t war, the U n ited 
States d is tr ib u te d  food and 
m ateria ls  th rough the Hoover 
M ission, independently and w ith ­
ou t the necessity o f reso rting  to 
such a device as U N R R A . Today 
the development o f ca p ita lis t 
re la tionsh ips no longer pe rm its  
A m erica to  operate independently 
and openly (as the so-called 
iso la tio n is ts  would p re fe r).

Such a course of action  could 
easily blow the lid  o ff the fic tio n  
w h ich  surrounds tho “ cause of 
the U n ited N ations”  —  and th is  
is som eth ing w h ich  tho decisive 
section o f A m erican finance cap­
ita lis ts  led by Roosevelt w ishes to 
avert a t the present time.

( In  succeeding artic les, some of 
the more s ign ifican t aspects of 
th is  Conference w i l l  be analyzed.

-Ed.)
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In  iho  s h ift  w h ich  the A m e ri­
can ru l in g  class is m ak ing  in  its  
fo re ign  po licy, W a lte r L ippm ann 
is p lay ing  an in flu e n tia l role. He 
fu lf il ls  the task of fu rn is h in g  the 
p o lit ic a l leaders of the ru lin g  
class w ith  a theoretica l ju s tifica ­
tion  of the sw itch  from  “ iso la tion ­
ism ”  to an active pa rtic ip a tion  in  
w o rld  a ffa irs .

L ippm ann ’s thesis, as ex­
pounded in  various artic les  and 
especia lly in  h is book “ U . S. F o r­
eign P o licy ,”  is  as fo llo w s : The 
U nited States has extensive com­
m itm ents. I t  has undertaken to 
prevent any coun try  from  em­
b a rk in g  upon acts o f aggression 
in  alm ost one h a lf  o f  the surface 
o f the globe —  fro m  A laska to 
Luzon, fro m  Greenland to  B raz il, 
from  Canada to the A rgen tine . 
A lone i t  is  unable to pro tect th is  
huge slice o f the ea rth ’s surface. 
Hence i t  m ust enter in to  an 
a lliance w ith  the tw o  other 
pow erfu l countries o f the world , 
the B r it is h  E m pire  and (he Soviet 
Union. The a lliance should also 
include China because o f its  
po ten tia l s treng th .

We owe some debt o f g ra titude  
to  L ippm anri fo r  h is frankness in  
recognizing th a t th is  a lliance is 
fo r  the purpose of defending 
A m erican interests. He elim inates 
idea lis tic  and m o ra lis tic  m otives 
in  fo rm u la tin g  a fo re ign po licy. 
The U n ited  States, confesses 
L ippm ann, d id  not enter the F irs t  
W orld  W ar to defend democracy 
nor is i t  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  th is  war 
to defend democracy. I t  has 
fought and is fig h tin g  now to de­
fend its  own interests.

A  very serious question is le ft  
unanswered by L ippm ann in  h is 
book expounding his conception of 
a correct fo re ign po licy fo r  th is  
country, a question tha t is un­
doubtedly o f the utm ost in te rest 
to the masses. W hat and whose 
are the in terests th a t a  fo re ign 
po licy  should aim  to  defend? W hy  
were the extensive com m itm ents 
undertaken in  the f irs t  instance? 
W hy should the U n ited  States 
have acquired the Philipp ines? 
F o r L ippm ann such mundane 
th ings  as im peria lism , classes and 
economic in terests ha rd ly  exist. I f  
he m entions “ im p e ria lism ”  i t  is 
on ly  to  re fe r to B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism  and no t to Am erican.

*  *  T

L ippm ann m ust have fe lt  tha t 
s im p ly  to  state th a t the purpose 
o f a fo re ign  po licy is  to guard 
the in te rests  o f the U n ited  States, 
is ha rd ly  su ffic ien t. The people 
o f th is  country, lik e  the masses 
o f a ll o ther countries, are' not 
much concerned w ith  guard ing  
in te rests th a t do not a ffe c t them. 
W ha t they  w a n t and are deeply 
concerned w ith  is to  prevent 
devasta ting  wars. To make the 
proposal fo r  an alliance between 
th is  country , G reat B r ita in , the 
Soviet U n ion and China accept­
able, L ippm ann makes the con­
ten tion  th a t such an a lliance w il l ,  
in  a ll p ro ba b ility , b r in g  peace to 
the w o rld  fo r  a reasonably long 
period of tim e. He po in ts to the 
period' o f peace w hich the U n ited  
States enjoyed between 1823 and 
the Spanish-Am erican w a r as ev i­
dence th a t an a lliance between 
tw o  p o w e rfu l na tions is lik e ly  to 
re su lt in  a long  period o f peace.

A ccord ing to th is  outstanding 
in te lle c tua l guide of the Am erican 
ru lin g  class, the U n ited  States had 
no w ar w ith  any fo re ign  aggressor 
in  the period between 1823 and 
1898 because i t  had a fo re ign  pol­
icy, th a t is, because i t  made de­
fin ite  com m itm ents and had the 
power to balance these com m it­
ments. The Monroe D octrine com­
m itted  the  U n ited  States to  p re ­
ven t the  seizure, by  any nation , o f 
te r r ito ry  in  the W estern H em i­
sphere. I t  was prom ulgated w ith  
the consent of Great B r ita in  and 
w ith  the understand ing th a t the 
B r it is h  navy would im plem ent the 
p rinc ip le  enunciated in  th a t doc­
trine . In  effect, then, there was 
som eth ing in  the na ture  of an a l­
liance, i f  no t an actual one, be­
tween the U n ited  States and 
Great B r ita in , an a lliance which 
was pow erfu l enough to scare 
away any would-be aggressor.

The fa c t th a t the U n ited States 
came close to w a r w ith  Great 
B r ita in  on three occasions d u rin g  
the period between 1823 and 1898 
throw s considerable doubt on the 
theory th a t there was such an 
alliance. I t  ce rta in ly  proves th a t 
f r ic t io n  between a llies is  qu ite 
possible. T rue  the fr ic t io n  did 
no t resu lt in  w ar bu t th a t is  to 
be explained no t by the alleged 
a lliance bu t by the fac t th a t the

r iv a lr ie s  between the two coun­
tries  were no t as yet su ffic ie n tly  
intense. It. is  undoubtedly true  
tha t the B r it is h  navy discouraged 
any na tion  from  a ttem p ting  to 
seize te r r ito ry  in  the W estern 
Hemisphere 'because B r it is h  in te r­
ests favored a po licy  of exclud ing 
any other na tion  fro m  th a t p a rt 
of the earth. I t  so happened tha t 
B r it is h  and Am erican in terests 
coincided in  th is  p a rtic u la r and 
thus, in  a ll p ro ba b ility , both coun­
tr ies  would have un ited  aga inst 
any a tte m p t by  any na tio n  to  
seize te r r ito r y  in  the W estern 
Hem isphere.

*  # *

B u t how and w hy w i l l  an 
a lliance between the three great 
w orld  powers and a fo u rth  
po ten tia l g reat power prevent 
w ar? L ippm ann ’s answer to th is  
question shows w hat poverty  o f 
though t p reva ils  in  the ranks o f 
the in te lle c tu a l defenders o f 
cap ita lism .

Germ any and Japan w i l l ,  accord­
in g  to  L ippm ann, be d e fin itiv e ly  
crushed, tha t is, they w il l  no long­
er, a fte r th is  w ar, be perm itted  
to ra n k  among the great powers. 
I t  fo llows, therefore, that, no w a r 
is to be feared, at. least fo r  a long 
tim e  as a re su lt o f any aggression 
by these countries. Since a ll na­
tions o ther than those who would 
constitu te  the alliance are sm all 
and incapable of m ak ing  w a r on 
a large scale i t  w ould appear th a t 
the proposed alliance is fo r  the 
purpose of p reven ting  w ar be­
tween the members of the alliance.

N a tu ra lly  the fo u r groat powers 
w il l  agree to settle a ll th e ir  dis­
putes hy peaceful a rb itra tio n . B u t 
has no t th a t been the case be­
fore the outbreak o f both the F irs t  
W o rld  W a r and the present con­
f lic t?  L ippm ann feels a l i t t le  un ­
easy about th is  question. Hence 
i t  is  necessary fo r  h im  to come 
to the pro found and reassuring 
conclusion th a t the pow erfu l na­
tions in the a lliance th a t he prop­
oses w i l l  no t make w a r because 
i t  is  no t to th e ir  in terests to make 
w ar. In  o ther words, they w i l l  
he good nations because i t  is  in  
th e ir  in terests to lie good.

A nd to  the objection th a t such 
an a lliance m ay dom inate a ll the  
sm a ll na tions and colonies, L ip p ­
mann has the  same answer. They 
w i l l  n o t do so because i t  is  to  
th e ir  in te rests  no t to  do so. We 
m ust the re fo re  conclude th a t the 
cause o f w ars in  the past lies in  
the fa ilu re  o f na tions to  make 
proper alliances and to  recognize 
th e ir  tru e  in te rests. T h is  is  the 
con tribu tion  o f an ou tstand ing 
in te llec tua l defender o f A m erican 
cap ita lism  as a so lu tion to  the 
problem  o f w ar. I t  is  c e rta in ly  
necessary to  help spread the 
book among the masses to  destroy 
w hatever fa ith  they s t i l l  have 
le f t  in  the capacity o f the ru lin g  
class to  b r in g  peace to  the 
present, and fu tu re  generations.

A nd the whole theory  o f L ip p ­
mann is b u ilt  up around the fac t 
th a t the W estern Hemisphere was 
no t threatened by any power in  
the period between 1823 and 1898 
because the Monroe D octrine  wag 
implem ented by an understand ing 
between Great B r ita in  and the 
U n ited  States. The w orkers m ust 
lie rem inded th a t th is  alleged un­
derstand ing d id  no t prevent w ar 
by the U n ited States against 
Mexico and Spain du rin g  th is  pe­
riod. E v id e n tly  L ippm ann ’s theory 
pe rm its  the U n ited  States to go 
to w a r against countries th a t are 
not in  a lliance w ith  it .

B u t we re a lly  do no t expect 
L ippm ann as a defender of A m er­
ican cap ita lism  to fu rn ish  us w ith  
any coherent theory  exp la in ing  
w hy the U n ited States d id  no t 
pa rtic ipa te  in  g re a t-w a rs  d u rin g  
the nineteenth cen tury and w hy 
the U n ited  States found i t  neces­
sary to make com m itm ents in  the 
P h ilipp ines and in  China. Only 
a revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is t can ex­
p la in  cap ita lism  in  the n ineteenth 
cen tu ry  had no t ye t developed in to  
fu ll-b low n  im p e ria lism  w ith  its  
fierce r iv a lr ie s  fo r  m arkets, raw. 
m ate ria ls  and spheres o f in f lu ­
ence. A nd w ith  the beginn ing of 
th is  cen tu ry  im p e ria lis t r iv a lr ie s  
reached a stage where armed con­
f l ic t  is  the on ly  method fo r  th e ir  
solution.

T h a t is w hy  tw o  devasta ting  
wars have occurred in  th is  cen­
tu ry . And, th a t is  why, unless the 
w o rk in g  masses w i l l  w ipe im ­
peria lism  o f f  the  face o f the 
earth , w ars between im p e ria lis t 
na tions are inevitab le , alliances 
o r no alliances.

T H E  M I L I T A N T
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

I would like to get acquainted with your paper. Please 
send me sample copies of TH E M IL IT A N T , fo r a few 
weeks.
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Address ................................ ...........................................................

City and S ta te ............................................... .................................
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain  fo rtress  o f the 

w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

pe ria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilitary training of workers, financed 

by the government, but under control 
of the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by the gov­
ernment but controlled by the trade 
unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers 
drafted into the army.

5. Full equality for Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of alLwar industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the 
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern­
ment.

9. The defense of the Soviet Union 
against im perialist attack.

Stalin And Allied  
Program For Europe

According lo  Secretary of State Hull there was 
not even a taint o f anything secret in the Moscow 
agreement. In his speech before the jo in t session 
of Congress, Hull reiterated cynically that “ no se­
cret agreements [had been concluded] and none 
was suggested."

Yet in a press interview prior to his Congress 
speech, Hull had boasted that the Kremlin-spon­
sored “ Free Germany Committee”  had lost all in­
fluence the moment Molotov “ signed the Four- 
Nation declaration.”  (N . Y. Times, Nov. 16.) 
Nothing in the documents made public after the 
I lull-M olotov-Iiden agreement bears even remote­
ly  on this point. Obviously, the fate of the "Free 
Germany Committee”  w ith which is bound up the 
Allied program for Germany, was one of the is­
sues decided — orally or in w riting — at Moscow. 
I f  this is not secret diplomacy, what is it?

But the scope of secrecy goes far beyond this or 
that detail. Im plic it in the entire Moscow agree­
ment is a conspiracy between Stalin and his Allies 
to collaborate in the attempt to crush the coming 
socialist revolution. What made this Conference 
possible in the first place is precisely the fact that 
Roosevelt and Churchill understand that Stalin 
does not want a socialist revolution any more 
than they do.

This ought to be borne in mind especially by 
those dupes of Stalinism who accept and support 
the .Moscow agreement, but who mistakenly be­
lieve that they are still fighting for socialism. Just 
the contrary is true: To follow Stalinism is to pur­
sue not the road o f the socialist revolution but of 
the capitalist counter-revolution.

While Stalin and his Allies have apparently l i t ­
tle d ifficu lty in arriving at a general agreement, 
friction inexorably arises over the price Stalin is 
w illing or able to accept for the hangman’s work. 
Roosevelt and Churchill, who would without much 
hesitation agree to similar and even greater de­
mands of a capitalist ally, balk at the Kremlin's 
territorial demands precisely because Stalin’s re­
gime rests on foundations hostile to and irrecon­
cilable with capitalism. Territo ria l concessions 
would render more difficu lt London’s and Wash­

ington's task of isolating the USSR —  the pre­
condition for the preservation of capitalism in 
Europe.

As the Red Army stands poised at the "gate­
ways of Europe,”  within striking distance of Ru­
manian and the old Polish borders, the Allied 
chancelleries are in a frenzy of feverish activity 
— they are haggling with Stalin over the price 
for the jo in t attempt 'against the workers’ revolu­
tion. This is the essence of the projected Roose- 
velt-Stalin-Churchill meeting.

The Judas-Cain in the Kremlin is contemplating 
to add the greatest crime of all to his already 
monstrous list of abominations. But this time, he 
and his co-conspirators w ill inevitably fail. It was 
one thing to conspire against the revolution in 
the period of historic ebb and reaction; i t  is some­
thing else again to try  to repeat these crimes dur­
ing the second tidal wave of the world revolution 
which is destined to consumatc the work of the 
Great October Revolution in Russia.

Subsidies
Roosevelt is desperately maneuvering to reestab­

lish the stability in his labor relations .that has 
been upset by the miners’ breach of the L ittle  Steel 
formula. That is the real explanation why Roose­
velt and his spokesmen are so insistent on the 
continuation of subsidy payments to the food in­
dustry. The Roosevelt subsidy policy has been in 
practice for the past year. W ith What results? 
Everybody' knows, the cost of food continues to 
skyrocket, the black market is flourishing and even 
the swollen OPA price ceilings are openly ignored 
and violated.

Roosevelt however needs this spurious anti-in­
flation program to keep the labor movement from 
taking the path of open struggle against his in­
famous hunger program for labor. That explains 
why, he continues mouthing, in parrot-fashion, his 
promises to roll back prices. That is why he now 
fights so desperately for price subsidies. For the 
Roosevelt administration, "price subsidies”  have 
become the indispensable fig-leaf to hide the naked­
ness and shame o f its wage freezing program.

In turn, the little, puffed-up “ labor statesmen” 
of the Murray'-Thomas type, have taken to the 
air waves to add their two cents to this demagogic 
campaign. These bureaucrats are thereby only con­
tinuing their treacherous course of whitewashing 
Roosevelt and of seeking phony alternatives to a 
real fight for wage increases.

The billion-dollar corporations in the farming, 
canning and food processing industries are raking 
in super-profits so fast and on such a grandiose 
scale, they have become lite ra lly  drunk with power. 
Their lust for profits is so insatiable, they are de­
termined to smash even the most insignificant price 
restraints and controls. They forced Henderson out 
of the OPA. They then had their congressional 
lackeys staff the OPA with a lot of profit-hungry 
vultures who had "practical business experience." 
Now they are closing in for the k ill, to wipe out 
the remaining controls.

Roosevelt, whose administration has been taken 
over lock, stock and barrel by the spokesmen of 
the huge monopolists, is daily losing his ab ility  
to trick the workers. By the same token, the pres­
tige of the Murrays and Thomases is beginning to 
scrape bottom. The miners victory has started a 
trend in the labor movement. The Murrays and 
Thomases may want to sidetrack it into a fight 
for “ price subsidies.”  They w ill not succeed. The 
workers want to fight for wage increases in the 
footsteps of the miners. »

Ex-King Carol
There is a boom in the king business these days. 

Roosevelt and Churchill are in the market for re­
conditioned monarchs to use in their efforts to pre­
serve the rotten capitalist system in Europe. Deals 
have already been made with swine like Victor 
Emmanuel of Italy, Peter o f Yugoslavia, George 
of Greece, and not so long ago an abortive attempt 
was made to establish the Austrian pretender, Otto 
Habsburg, as a "democratic liberator.”

L ittle  wonder then that Carol Hohenzollern of 
Rumania is trying fo peddle his royal wares on 
the Allied market. This once-crowned donkey has 
retained the Russell Bird well advertising agency 
of New York to build him up as the leader of a 
."Free Rumanian”  movement. Birdwell is now te ll­
ing the American people they need Certain-teed 
roofing, Celotex insulation, Zorina for the ballet 
—  and Carol for an ally.

A heart-rending picture is painted of Carol leav­
ing the throne and fleeing Rumania with the Nazi 
hangmen hot on his heels. But a detail or two is 
missing from this canvas. Before abdicating in 
favor of his fascist son Michael, ¡the great democrat 
Carol suspended the Rumanian constitution, dis­
solved the parliament and summoned to power the 
present bloody dictator over the Rumanian people, 
General Ion Antonescu. Carol contented himself 
with a very comfortable life in Mexico C ity, liv ­
ing o ff the swag lie carried with him out of Ruma­
nia, while Antonescu plunged the Rumanian people 
into Hitler's war against the Soviet Union.

Carol’s conversion to "democracy”  and his burn­
ing desire to "liberate”  Rumania came only after 
he saw a chance to get back in the king business. 
A month after Pearl Flarbor he tried to ace him­
self in on the government-in-exile deals. Failing 
that lie turned to his “ Free Rumanian”  racket. 
Since Victor Emmanuel got into the Roosevelt- 
Churchill camp, Carol estimates he has better than 
an even chance to make the grade. W ith so many 
royal snouts gathered around the Allied trough, 
Carol feels sure there is room enough for him, too. 
He figures that all he needs is a good sales cam­
paign and the $80,000,000 of Rumanian funds 
now frozen in the .United States.

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitan t. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
■name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. —  Editor.

Anti-Semitism 
In Boston
E d ito r:

W ith  regard to the rac ia l issue 
in Boston, the ed ito ria l in  The 
M ilita n t (“ Fascist A ttacks  in  
Boston A rea ,”  Oct. 30 issue] was 
very  good. I t  expressed the s itua ­
tion  here and covered a ll the 
points. However, here are some 
la te r developments:

The New Y ork  newspaper, PM, 
forced (he local newspapers to 
come in to  the open and p r in t  the 
news. The Boston papers had not 
prin ted  a s ingle fac t about the 
an ti-S em itic  attacks. A lso the gov­
ernor was forced to appo int a com­
m ittee to investigate the m atter.

The “ breaking”  of the news in ­
tensified the s itua tion . Jewish 
cemeteries were m utila ted , the 
w indows of synagogues broken, 
etc. T ile  same th ings are s t i l l  
going on, hu t the newspapers have

reverted to th e ir  fo rm er po licy of 
silence.

The Jewish people have no con­
fidence in  the governor’s com m it­
tee. . T h is  com m ittee has just 
issued a rep o rt which, on the 
whole, is a m iserable one. How­
ever, the fact th a t the governor 
stated he is sending copies of the 
report to the armed forces show-s 
th a t an ti-S em itic  lite ra tu re  is be­
ing  d is tribu ted  among the soldiers 
and sailors here.

The people know the po'iee are 
against them. T h is was proven in  
the t r ia l of two Jewish youths 
here. These are the on ly arrests 
I  know  of th a t have happened 
over these rac ia l incidents. The 
hoys adm itted openly tha t they 
had heard a gang was going to 
make troub le and they had gone 
to f ig h t them. They found the 
gang, bu t they knew  some of the 
boys in  i t  and knew these boys 
were not. the group they were 
hu n tin g  fo r . There was no troub le , 
u n t il the police came and started

it. The Jewish boys were arrested 
and la te r testified they were beat­
en up a t the sta tion by the police.

When asked in cou rt w hy they 
had no t arrested the  o ther gang, 
the police answered they had ru n  
away and thè Jew ish boys hadn’t. 
The boys were fined $10 each, but 
the judge refused to issue w a r­
rants against the police who had 
beaten them. The workers are 
remembering another trag ic  story 
of a man beaten to death by the 
police a few years ago. So you 
can see th a t when these boys said 
they were beaten up by the police, 
the people know the y  were te l l­
in g  the tru th .

More and more p rin ted  anti- 
Sem itic lite ra tu re  is being d is tr ib ­
uted in  the factories here. On 
some o f i t  rhymes th a t the war 
is being fought fo r the Jews are 
prin ted. More and more workers 
are saying th a t they have seen 
these cards.

J. K.
Boston, Mass.

Living Conditions In  S ic ily  
Under The A llied  Occupation

By M. Brown
Tw en ty  years of fascism have 

brought only, new m isery to the 
people of S ic ily ; a few  public 
bu ild ings fo r the Fascists and fine 
houses and grounds fo r the h igher 
offic ia ls  and merchants. The sys­
tem th a t boasted about the tra in s  
ru n n in g  on schedule never made 
any attempt, to im prove liv in g  con­
d itions. The houses of Palermo, 
the largest and most im portan t 
c ity  of S ic ily , s t i l l  do not have 
run n ing  w ater o r san ita ry  fa c il­
ities. Cooking is s t i l l  done over 
charcoal stoves in  the streets or 
balconies. Today, conditions are 
even worse than before. Before 
the w ar a fa m ily  m ig h t liv e  in  
one o r two rooms. Today many 
fam ilies  are t ry in g  to  reconstruct 
a l i t t le  shelter in  the bomb w reck­
ed streets and alleys th a t they 
once lived in.

H A T R E D  O F FASC ISM

Not on ly  the old Ita lia n  police 
pa tro l the streets o f Palerm o, bu t 
also U.S. A rm y  M P ’s. The people 
have two ru lers —  th e ir  own and 
the arm y . .. .

I  had stopped to look a t the 
in sc rip tio n  on the Fascis t Centra l 
B u ild in g  in  the h e a rt o f the c ity  
— a ta l l  fifte en  s to ry  bu ild ing , 
u ltra  modern in  s ty le— con trasting  
sha rp ly  w ith  the f lo r id  Ita lia n  
a rch itec ture  arond it .  The in sc rip ­
tion  read “ B u ilt  in  the X V th  year 
o f Fascism, in the re ign  o f K in g  
V ic to r Emmanuel, under the lead­
ersh ip o f M usso lin i.”  A  S ic ilian  
walked up to me, pointed to the 
bu ild ing  and began to  ta lk  
v io len tly  in  Ita lia n . On seeing 
tha t 1 could not understand him, 
he looked at me and asked 
“ A m ericano?”  When I  said “ s i,”  
he grinned and exploded, “ Fas- 
c ism o!” , and drew his finger 
across his neck.

A nother inc ident: I was w a lk ­
ing  along the street when T saw | 
an Ita lia n  policeman chase a boy, i 
catch h im  and begin beating him  |

about the bead and shoulders. l ie  
had been given o r had stolen a 
can of a rm y rations. A  bystander 
had seen h im  w ith  the ra tions and 
had in form ed the policeman. The 
boy protested vocife rously aud 
a fte r breaking away turned on 
the in fo rm e r and began ca lling  
h im  “ Fascist— F asc is t!”  The man 
turned and s lu nk  away.

I  met an Ita lia n  seaman who 
had traveled about a b it. Since 
last year he has no t been able to 
ship. He is unable to do any steve­
do ring  e ith e r now, because th a t is 
done by Ita lia n  soldiers who are 
s t i l l  kept as prisoners by the A l­
lied armies. He said “ The Fas­
cists are no good . . . They take 
everyth ing. I (lid  no t stand at 
a tten tion  and salute when a Fas­
c is t parade passed me. They 
threw  me in to  ja i l  fo r fou r 
months.”  He t f iifk e d  Itt fl laundry  
because th a t was the on ly  w ork  
he could get. “ Bread is 4o cents 
a pound.. I t  takes a t least $2 a 
day to feed me and my fam ily . 
1. do not make that  much money. 
L iv in g  is very hard.”

H IG H  PRICES
Both the old Ita lia n  money and 

A llie d  M il ita ry  invasion currency 
are in use. The exchange is 100 
lire  to  the do lla r. I  am to ld  th a t 
before the w a r exchange was 40 
lire  to the do lla r.

S ic ily  is ch ie fly  an a g ric u ltu ra l 
country. Before the w a r i t  was 
able to  trade its  produce to 
Europe in exchange fo r  m anu­
factured goods. Palerm o is its  
m ain port. Since the sh ipp ing in ­
du s try  is e n tire ly  taken over by 
the m il ita ry  and its  m arkets are 
cu t o ff ,  S ic ily  races a c r it ic a l 
period. M anufactured goods are 
high. A  s h ir t  costs $5, a hand­
kerch ie f 50 cents and up. Leather 
shoes are alm ost unobtainable. 
Most o f the people wear wooden 
o r co rk  clogs. There is a large 
black m arket on wheat fo r  bread 
and spaghetti. Meat when ob­
tainable. is about $1 a pound.

Upon learn ing  tha t I  was a sea­
man, I was questioned, m a in ly  by 
restau ran t owners, w hether food 
supplies were com ing over fo r  the 
c iv ilia ns . They a ll complained 
about, the d ifficu ltie s  facing them.

The a rm y uses quan tities  of 
canned rations. The ra tions are 
fed to the soldiers in  the field and 
to the prisoners. There is  a con­
s tan t tr ic k le  of these ra tions in to  
c iv ilia n  hands. They prize them 
h ig h ly  because of th e ir  high p ro t­
ein content. E m pty  ra tion  cans 
can be seen everywere.

One sees no fa t  people. A  fa t 
Am erican is stared a t and po inted 
to. When they see a fa t  person 
they begin jo k in g  about him , 
going th rough the m otions o f 
go rg ing  themselves w ith  food or 
spreading th e ir  arm s w ide and 
ca llin g  out the name o f one other 
w e ll fed person th a t they know—  
“ M usso lin i.”

L IT T L E  E M P LO Y M E N T

There is apparently, l i t t le  cm 
p loym e llt in  the cities. The arm y 
does most of its  own necessary 
w o rk  o r uses prisoners. There are 
iarge num bers, of unemployed. 
Outside o f the regu lar services, 
the on ly  w o rk  th a t I  saw in  prog­
ress was tem porary rep a ir work 
on some of the bombed build ings.

The S ic ilians re late tha t the 
Germans would w a lk  in to  th e ir  
shops and take th ings w ith ou t 
paying fo r them. They also have 
a strong d is like  of B rit is h . News 
th a t the B r it is h  were to take over 
occupation of Palermo was re­
ceived w ith  s trong  m isg iv ings. . .

The souvenir in d u s try  has 
grown te rr if ic a lly . Am erican sol­
diers pay extrem ely h igh prices, 
fo r  cheap je w e lry  and other 
item s . . .

AM G, the govern ing body o f 
S ic ily , rem ains d iscree tly  in  the 
background. D irec t governmental 
and police functions are carried 
on by flic  local Ita lia n  au tho rities  
or 1 lie arm y.

International Notes

A Story of Grim Tragedy 
in World’s Richest Land

A ll o f the heartbreak and sorrow  w h ich  a brutal 
ca p ita lis t system in f l ic ts  upon the poor and helpless 
was crowded in to  the  s to ry  o f the  young, w idowed 
m other who abandoned he r tw o  ch ild ren  in  a New
Y o rk  police s ta tio n  la s t week.

Even the s tories in  the c a p ita lis t press could not 
conceal the fu l l  tragedy o f th is  poverty  s tr icke n  citi­
zen o f the richest cap ita lis t coun try  in  the w orld .

The s to ry  in  the H e ra ld -T ribune  o f Novem ber 21, 
related how “ The m assive and w orn  wooden door, 
nine fee t h igh  and two inches th ick , o f the 19th 
P recinct police s ta tion  a t 153 East 69th St., between 
Lex ing ton  and T h ird  Avenues, opened s lig h tly  a t 1:15 
p. m. yesterday and a sm all, brown-eyed boy, about 
tw o -and -a -ha lf years old, was pushed g e n tly  in to  the 
b ig  room.

“ L ieu tenan t W illia m  S u llivan, on the desk, heard a 
wom an’s voice, u rg en t and pleading, say ing : ‘Go 
ahead. Go on in. Go ahead.’ He waited.

“ A  l i t t le  g ir l,  c u r ly  red h a ir tw is t in g  under the edge 
o f the bonnet o f her green snow su it, eyes o f b r i l l ia n t  
blue, fo llow ed the boy. . She seemed about a yea r 
younger than he. H is  hand reached out and seized 
hers, and they stood side by side. . . g ra ve ly  s ta rin g  
a t L ieu te na n t S u llivan. . .

“ Pinned inside the hoy’s brown-and-green p la id  snow 
s u it he found the fo llo w in g  note:

“  ‘ I  cannot feed them  on less than  $1 a day fo r  food. 
I  th in k  I  have tr ie d  long enough. I f  I  can’t  no one else 
can. I f  I  have to d ig  th e ir  graves ea rly  th rough  under­
nourishm ent i t  would be m erc ifu l to  tu rn  on the gas. 
The police can take good care o f them .’

“ E a rly  the next m orn ing , a t 6:45 a. m., a fte r  a n ig h t 
o f to rtu re , the m othe r o f the ch ild ren, M rs. Rose 
Mooney, a 31 year old w idow , appeared a t the New  
Y o rk  F ound ling  H osp ita l to c la im  them . To the police 
who were called to  question her, she made the fo l­
low ing  sta tem ent:

“  ‘Th ings g ra d u a lly  became worse a f te r  the death o f 
m y husband, Joseph, a stevedore. He died 19 months 
ago. I was ju s t unable to make out on the $62.70 a 
m onth allowed us by the Dept, o f W e lfare .

“  ‘On Nov. 3 I  received th is  m on th ’s check. I  pa id  
$30 rent, bought some food and c lo th in g  fo r  the c h il­
dren. B y  yesterday I had 20 cents le ft .  I t  looked like  
I cou ldn’t  go on.’ ”

The sequel to  th is  s to ry?  The ch ild ren  were restored 
to th e ir  m other, and another p a ltry  $4.50 a m onth was 
added to the w e lfa re  allowance.

Famine, Disease and Death 
Ravage European Children
Am ong the m ost tra g ic  casualties o f th is  w a r is  the 

new generation g ro w in g  up in  Europe today, ravaged 
by m a ln u tr it io n , disease and death.

A  recent re p o rt by the In te rn a tio n a l Labor Office, 
en titled  “ The H ea lth  o f C h ild ren in  Occupied E urope,”  
reveals “ depopulation [o f  E urope ] on a scale th a t 
threatens the. power to  recover.”

W h ile  the N az i o ffic ia ls  and the b ig  cap ita lis ts  are 
li te ra lly  liv in g  o f f  the fa t  o f the land, the ch ild ren  
o f Germ any and Occupied Europe are s u ffe r in g  fro m  
food shortages, steady c u tt in g  down on lega l ra tions, 
de te rio ra tion  in  the q u a lity  o f food, and the lack o f 
v ita l liv in g  necessities shell as fue l, c lo th in g  and soap.

The death ra te , especially in  the  5 to  24 yea r age 
group, has reached such m onstrous p ropo rtions th a t 
in  F rance the excess o f deaths over b ir th s  in  1940 
and 1941 resu lted in  a to ta l popu la tion  loss o f 366,- 
648. The popu la tion  in  Greece has been reduced by 
five per cent. The death ra te  am ong the Jew ish 
popu lation o f W arsaw  is ten tim es w ha t i t  was in  
p re -w ar years.

In  Greece, “ the whole popu lation was threatened 
w ith  e x tin c tio n ”  by fam ine. In  the Netherlands, the 
am ount o f food de te rio ra tion  is estim ated a t 40 per 
cent. In d u s tr ia l w orkers and th e ir  fa m ilie s  in  Lyons, 
F rance have been rece iv ing  30, 40 and 45 per cent 
below the m in im um  num ber o f calories necessary fo r  
subsistence.

A  tremendous increase in  tuberculosis, m a la ria , 
d ip the ria , and typhus have been b rough t about by  
these conditions.

Workers Rise in Anger 
Against Mosley Release

The New Republic o f Nov. 8 
reports large-scale mass actions 
in B u lga ria :

“ In  the early  pa rt of tbc year 
thousands of workers, students 
and pro-Russian sym pathizers a t­
tacked police stations in  Sofia and 
o ther cities. O ther dem onstra­
tions followed in rap id  succession. 
The undeclared c iv i l w ar reached 
i t  c lim ax on May Day when dem­
onstra tors, organized by the un­
derground. assembled on Sofia’s 
famous boulevard Tzar Osvoczil. 
The governm ent le f t  the c ity . 
More, than seven hundred arrests 
were made. A few days la te r, 
a f te r  the bu ria l o f a German 
henchman assassinated by the un­
derground, the police and m il ita ry  
un its  had to tire on dem onstrating 
crowds w ith  machine guns. On 
May 12 another pitched ba tt'c  fo l­
lowed in  the center of Sofia.”

M ichael Foot, ed ito r o f Lo rd  
Bcaverbrook’s London E vening 
Standard, has been fired by 
Bcaverbrook fo r pub lish ing  a 
hook in d ic tin g  members of 
C h u rc h ill’s governm ent as accom­
plices of fascism. Foot's book, 
“ The T r ia l of M usso lin i,”  although 
describ ing an im ag inary  t r ia l is 
in  substance based on actual dec­
la ra tions  made by outstanding 
B r it is h  po litic ians  pra is ing  fas­

cism and g lo rifin g  M ussolin i.
Lord H a lifa x , C h u rch ill’s am ­

bassador to the U. S.f drank a 
toast, in Rome in  1939 to V ic to r 
Em m anuel as E m peror o f E th io ­
pia. and he asked the League of 
Nations to approve B r ita in ’s 
recogn ition o f E th io p ia ’s con­
quest. H a lifa x  w ro te a com­
m endatory preface to Lord 
L lo yd ’s 1940 book, which pays 
tr ib u te  to Ita lia n  “ genius”  in  
developing Fascist in s titu tion s .

Leopold A m cry , C h u rc h ill’s Sec­
re ta ry  of State fo r Ind ia , declared 
th a t E th io p ia  is better o ff under 
the con tro l o f “ a c iv ilized  na tion ”  
—  Fascist I ta ly  — than under the 
"crue l, incom petent E th iop ians.”  
W ith  C h u rc h ill’s fu ll support., Ib is  
same Am ery is today attem pting  
lo drown in  blood the strugg le of 
the “ crue l, incom petent Ind ians”  
fo r freedom from  B rit is h  oppres­
sion.

The B rit is h  au thorities  in  
S ierra Leone (A frica ) have re­
sorted to m il ita ry  conscription in 
an open a ttem pt to smash un ion­
ization among harbor workers. A t 
the bogiuniug of the year a ll sea­
men. stevedores and lighterm en 
in  Freetown were ordered to re­
port fo r medical exam ination. A ll 
who passed as fit were there and 
then, w ith o u t fu r th e r notice, con-

' scripted in to  the a rm y and sent 
to barracks.

As soldiers they have had to 
continue do ing the same w o r k  in 
the harbor as they did previously 
— but on a rm y pay which is s t i l l  
less than the p ittance they 
received as c iv ilians.

*  *  s

Hero is how the B r it is h  apply 
the “ fou r freedoms”  to the native 
workers in  the gold mines of 
South A frica :

A ttem pts by the na tive workers 
to form  hospita l benefit societies 
and other s im i'a r  organizations 
fo r m utua l aid are as ru th less ly  
suppressed as arc t rade uuions. 
In one case tbc manager th re a t­
ened lo fire  every man who sub­
scribed to a fund fo r the "H e lp ­
ing Hand Society,”  formed ex­
c lus ive ly  fo r the purpose of assisl- 
ing  workers on leaving the mine.

There are rough ly  ten tim es 
more A fricans w o rk in g  in  the 
mines than there arc Europeans, 
and the A fricans  are more fre ­
quen tly  involved in accidents due 
to the dangerous jobs assigned 
them and the b ru ta l disregard of 
safety precautions fo r th e ir  pro­
tection. Yet between 1911 and 
1940 Europeans received in  com­
pensation fo r accidents a sum f it-  
teen tim es greater than th a t re­
ceived by the A fricans.

The C hurch ill governm ent, which is ja il in g  young 
boys fo r  re fus ing  to  take jobs in  the coal m ines has 
ju s t released fro m  ja i l  S ir  Oswald M osley and his 
w ife  on grounds th a t B r ita in ’s No. 1 Fascis t is in  
“ poor hea lth .”

E ve ry  tim e  the B r it is h  Tories have a f i lth y  job to  
pu t over, they p ick  one o f thé “ labo r statesm en”  in  
the governm ent to  take the rap. T h a t’s the purpose o f 
the T o ry  coa lition  w ith  labor. They sent S ir  S ta ffo rd  
C ripps to t r y  to hornswoggle the Ind ians out o f th e ir  
f ig h t fo r  independence. They are now' le tt in g  H e rbe rt 
M orrison, one o f the Labor P a rty  leaders, f ro n t  fo r  
them  in  the  s tin k in g  M osley a ffa ir .

H e rbe rt M orrison has reached such a h igh  po in t 
in  his po licy  o f se lling  out the B r it is h  w orkers, on 
whose backs he rose to become Home Secretary o f 
C h u rch ill’s governm ent, th a t he refused even to  séc 
the labor delegates, representing 90,000 w orkers, w:ho 
wanted to  reg is te r th e ir  p ro test o f the governm ent 
action in the M osley case.

B ut C hurch ill has obviously m isjudged the tem per 
o f the B rit is h  w o rk ing  class. A g reat surge o f pro test 
is sweeping over the whole B r it is h  labor movement. 
Dem onstrations o f as h igh as 90,000 w orkers have a l­
ready marched on the W h ite h a ll Home. O ffice. The 
Nov. 22 I 'P  dispatch relates, th a t a policeman, who 
was on du ty  at the W h iteh a ll dem onstration, asked 
i f  the B rit is h  people were a lw ays so in flam m ab le , 
answered: “ B lim ey. No— I don’t  rem em ber so many 
people so excited since the days o f the general s tr ik e  
in  ’26.”

The O PA— th a t’s Roosevelt’s o u tfit to  hold down 
prices— has raised price ce ilings T H IR T Y  FO U R  
T IM E S  IN  T H E  L A S T  H U N D R E D  D A Y S .


