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UE Convention 
Opens In N. Y.

B y M ir ia m  barter

NEW YORK, Sept. 14—-The national convention of the 
United Electrical. Radio and Machine Workers of America, 
CIO, opened here Sunday night, Sept. 12, with a mass meeting 
of 15,000 workers in Madison Square Garden. The meeting was 
oised by the Stalinists, who dominate the leadership of the in­
ternational union, to reaffirm their reactionary policies.

National organization d irec-fdirec­
tor James Matles, secretary- 
treasurer Julius Emspak, presi­
dent Albert Fitzgerald, District
4 o ffic ia ls  Ruth Young and ! ‘P, M urray, president of the CIO,

I \ i r h o  ta le r*  a H v r t f n r p c  «  P O IIC V

tion  Committees, which have been 
organized to  de flect the sen ti­
m ent o f the workers away fro m  
independent p o lit ic a l action. P hil

Jam es McLeish, as well as 
M ichael Q u ill, representing the 
G reater New Y ork  In d u s tr ia l 
Council — a ll procla im ed th e ir  
in te n tio n  to continue th e ir  un­
qualified support o f the Roosevelt 
ad m in is tra tion , and its  agencies.

I t  is the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion  which is d r iv in g  the liv in g  
standards o f the w orkers steadily 
downward. Rut the S ta lin is t 
leaders o f the U E , whose m ain 
concern is not the w e lfa re  o f the 
w orkers  but the pro tection  o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy in  the So­
v ie t Union, advocate th a t labor 
sacrifice eve ry th ing  to prosecute 
the w a r and to  hasten the open­
in g  o f a second f ro n t  in  western 
Europe.

N o t one w ord  was said about 
the grievances o f the w orkers a- 
ga in s t the W ar Labor Board, the 
L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la , wage freez­
in g , o r the ad m in is tra tion -ins ­
p ired d rive  to put an ever heavier 
burden o f taxes on the workers. 
O n ly occasionally did they mouth 
a fe w  phrases ca llin g  upon Con­
gress to in s titu te  dem ocratic and 
e ffec tive  ra tio n in g  and price con­
tro l.  B u t they tr ied  to  discourage 
any independent a c tiv ity  on the 
p a r t o f the w orkers to  achieve 
these demands. E ndors ing Roos­
eve lt’s ta x  program , they tr ie d  to 
a lib i fo r  h im  by s h ift in g  , the 
blam e fo r  the w o rkers ’ m ounting 
ta x  burdeh onto Congress.

On the question o f p o litica l ac­
tion , the S ta lin is ts  voiced th e ir  
support o f the CIO P o litica l Ac-

Soldier Jailed 
For Protesting 
Army Jim Crow

C ourt-m a rtia l, fo u r months in 
the guardhouse at hard labor and 
dem otion to the rank o f p riva te—  
th a t was the punishm ent meted 
out to Sergeant A lton  Levy fo r 
expressing disapproval o f the A r ­
m y ’s trea tm ent o f Negro troops 
stationed at the L inco ln  A ir  Base 
in  Nebraska.

S ta ff  Sergeant Levy, a fo rm er 
organ izer fo r  the In te rn a tion a l 
Ladies G arm ent W orkers, was 
assigned to w o rk  w ith  Negro 
troops and a t local s ta f f  m eetings 
he protested repeatedly against 
the rude and d isc rim in a to ry  
tre a tm e n t practiced against them 
by  officers.

Levy was questioned in A ugust 
by  A rm y  in te lligence officers on 
alleged statem ents he had made, 
p r im a r ily  his protests against 
m il ita ry  J im  Crow. Levy ad m it­
ted th a t he had spoken out a- 
ga in s t race d isc rim ina tion , but 
denied the o ther charges. He was 
then b rough t up fo r  cou rt-m a rtia l 
on grounds o f conduct unbecom­
in g  a soldier. 1

Testim ony a t the t r ia l  included 
denunciations o f Sergeant L e vy ’s 
statements as "u n p a tr io t ic "  and 
“ reprehensible.”  He was found 
g u ilty , and is now doing hard la ­
bor a t the  L inco ln  A ir  Base 
guardhouse.

L a s t week a num ber o f p rom ­
in en t labo r leaders and libe ra ls  
signed a pro test s tatem ent c a ll­
in g  upon President Roosevelt and 
the  top a rm y  o ffic ia ls  to conduct 
a thorough rev iew  o f the case. 
The W orkers  Defense League an­
nounced th is  week th a t i t  v ras ta k ­
in g  charge o f a cam paign to rev­
erse the Levy conviction.

who also advocates a 
o f f u l l  support to the Roos­
eve lt ad m in is tra tion  and .s tr ic t 
adherence to  the d e c i s i o n s  
o f the W a r Labo r Board and the 
no -s trike  pledge, spoke a t «the 
meeting. Even he appeared 
somewhat progressive compared 
to the S ta lin is t leadership o f the 
UE. M u rra y  feels the pressure o f 
the mass o f the trade union mem­
bers who are seeking a way out 
o f the vise o f r is in g  prices and 
frozen wages in  w h ich they are 
caught.

He attacked the bosses who 
have been m aking  huge pro fits  
fro m  the w a r; he attacked the 
A ustin -W ads w o rth  b ill which 
provides fo r  the conscrip tion o f 
labo r; he demanded th a t a p ro ­
gram  be adopted th a t would 
e lim inate  mass unem ploym ent 
a fte r  the w a r; he re ite ra ted  his 
oft-repeated demand fo r  a r o l l­
back in  prices. However, lik e  the 
S ta lin is ts , M u rra y  had no p ro ­
gram  to offer, to  achieve these 
aims except continued support o f 
Roosevelt.

The ind iv idua l who engendered 
the most mass enthusiasm a t the 
m eeting was Duke E llin g to n , who 
is a much be tte r piano p layer 
than these union o ffic ia ls  are 
w orkers ’ leaders.

The theme o f the Madison 
Square Garden m eeting was con­
tinued the f irs t  day o f the con­
vention in the o ffice rs ’ rep o rt read 
by Emspak. In  re p o rtin g  on the 
yea r’s w ork  o f the un ion, he did 
l i t t le  more than give a general 
resume on the progress o f the 
w a r and all th a t the U E  was 
doing to increase production.

The convention w i l l  continue 
in session u n t il September 17. 
The re p o rt o f the  reso lutions 
com m ittee and the o ther m a jo r 
po in ts o f the agenda, inc lud ing 
the election o f officers, w il l come 
before the convention la te r in the 
week.

to

The bodies o f 19 m iners and rescue workers k il le d  in a double explosion which rocked the 
Republic Steel C o rpo ra tion ’s Sayreton No. 2 m ine at Say reton, A la., are shown reaching the 
surface o f the mine. Members o f the U n ited M ine  W orkers, the dead included fou r volunteer 
rescue workers, trapped in second explosion. See Page 2 o f th is  issue fo r  a comprehensive 
fea tu re  a rtic le  on conditions and accidents in  t h ;  mines. (Federated P ictures)

Real Causes of 
Brewster Strike 
Bared by Union

The W a r Labor B oard ’s open 
hearing on the B rew ste r A e ro ­
nautica l case on Sept. 7 showed 
tha t the B rew ster management is 
con tinu ing  and extending the 
an ti-labo r cam paign which led 
to a recent fou r-day s tr ik e  at the 
com pany’s Johnsville , Pa., p lant 
and b rought about the decision by 
U A W  Local 365, representing 
B rew ster workers in Johnsville, 
N ew ark and L. I. C ity , to  conduct 
a s tr ik e  vote under the S m ith- 
Connally Act.

The W LB  hearing  was pres­
ented w ith  argum ents by both 
the management and Local 365 
on a new con tract under consid­
era tion and on the cause o f the 
s trike , which began last month 
when the company and N avy  o f­
fic ia ls  de libe ra te ly  v io la ted the 
sen io rity  provis ions a ffe c tin g  un ­
ion members who are employed 
as guards a t the p la n t and who 
are techn ica lly  members o f the

STRONG VOTE AGAINST 
NO-STRIKE PLEDGE IN 
FLINT UAW ELECTIONS

(Continued on page 2)

B y J e f f  T h o rn e

F L IN T , M ich., Sept. 11— F lin t 
A u to  workers dem onstrated th is  
week th a t they are opposed to 
the no -s trike  pledge and desire 
its  revocation.

Members o f Chevrolet Local 
659, U A W -C IO , voted 2240 to 
1026 to  revoke (he no-strike 
pledge. Buick Local 599 voted 
1104 to 811 in  opposition to  the 
no -s trike  pledge. A lthough the 
AC and’ F isher Body locals did 
not vote specifica lly on th is  issue, 
i t  is common knowledge tha t 
th e ir  members have the same po­
s ition  as the workers o f the 
Chevrolet and Buick shops.

The decisive vote o f the Chev­
ro le t membership to revoke the 
no -s trike  pledge reflects most ac­
cu ra te ly  the fee lings o f the F lin t  
auto workers. T h is  is explained 
by the fa c t th a t on ly in  the 
Chevro let local was there an op-

Minnesota Pardon Board Is 
Urged To Free Kelly Postal

A recent membership meeting of Fleetwood Local 15 UAW- 
CIO, Detroit, Mich., unanimously adopted a resolution asking 
the Governor and the State Pardon Board of Minnesota to free 
Kelly Postal, former secretary-treasurer of Local 544-CIO, who 
is now serving up to five years in Stillwater State Penitentiary 
on trumped-up charges of “embezzlement.”

JThe Local 15 resolution was 
in accord with the Michigan 
CIO Council resolution con­
demning the conviction of Pos­
tal and urging local affiliates to 
give the C iv il R igh ts  Defense 
Com m ittee a ll possible m ateria l 
and m ora l aid in the campaign 
to free Postal. Local 15 had 
prev iously  sent the CRDC a firf- 
ancia l con tribu tion  tow ard Pos­
ta l ’s defense.

In  a le tte r  to  the Governor of 
M innesota, M r. George Olshausen,
San Francisco a tto rney, po in ts 
out th a t “ in an e a rlie r t r ia l be­
fo re  Judge H a ll, the judge d i­
rected a ve rd ic t o f acqu itta l on 
the ground th a t when the treas­
u re r o f the Union obeyed the vote 
o f the membership, he was not 
g u ilty  o f embezzlement,”  since 
Postal was never accused o f per­
sonally m isusing the funds.

“ W here you have a legal ques­
tion on which judges disagree,”  
the le tte r  continues, “ it is go­
in g  p re tty  fa r  to say that 
a layman must decide i t  correctly  
at the pe ril o f serving five years 
in the pen iten tia ry ... Even a fte r  
a ll fo rm s o f law  have been ob-

More Labor Aid 
For Kelly Postal

The C iv il R ights  Defense 
Com m ittee reports tha t c o n tr i­
butions to the K e lly  Postal 
Pardon Fund were received 
last week from  the fo llow ing  
labor o rgan iza tions:

The D e tro it Jo in t Board o f 
the U n ited R eta il and W hole­
sale Em ployes o f Am erica, CIO.

Local 17 o f the Bakery and 
Confectionery W orkers, A F L , 
New Y ork  C ity .

Local 3 o f the Journeymen 
T a ilo rs  U n ion o f Am erica, CIO, 
Denver, C o l.'

P ro le ta rian  Club, Rochester, 
N. Y.

served and a fte r  a ll legal reme­
dies have been exhausted, there 
are s t ill some instances o f un ju s t 
convictions. I t  is to take care of 
these cases th a t the pardoning 
power exists . . .  I respectfu lly  
ask th a t the pe tition  o f th is  man 
fo r  a pardon be g ranted .”

A no the r a tto rney, M r. H a rry

L ichtenste in  o f Boston, Mass., 
urges the Governor to pardon 
Postal, decla ring : “ I t  is a pecu­
l ia r  state o f ‘freedom ’ which 
labels as ‘embezzlement’ the act 
o f a local union in  exercis ing its  
la w fu l r ig h t  to tra n s fe r its  a lle ­
giance fro m  one trade union tc  
another and trans fe rs  to the sec­
ond organ ization the funds and 
p ro pe rty  which its  own members 
laboriously  and a t g reat sacrifice 
accumulated th rough  years o f e f­
fo r t . ”

A no ther appeal fo r  pardon was 
sent to the Governor by M ax 
Shachtman, na tiona l secretary of 
the W orkers P a rty , who stated: 
“ I  know  M r. Postal as a man o f 
exceptional personal in te g r ity  
and sing-le-minded devotion to 
the organized labo r movement in 
which he has been active fo r  so 
m any years . . . The conviction 
o f K e lly  Postal has been ind ig - 
an ti y protested by every member 
and fr ien d  o f the organ ization o f 
which 1 am na tiona l secre tary.”

The Sept. 11 issue of The. N a­
tion  p r in ts  a le tte r to the editors 
on the Postal case by James T. 
F a rre ll, noted novelist and cha ir­
man o f the C iv il R ights Defense 
Com m ittee. An a rtic le  on Postal 
by James R o rty  appears in  the 
Sept. 11 New Leader. N e x t week’s 
issue o f The M ilita n t w ill re p r in t 
excerpts fro m  these artic les.

p o rtu n ity  to  fu l ly  discuss and 
c le a rly  vote on th is  question.

IN D E P E N D E N T  S LA T E
A  three-sided cam paign was 

waged a t the Chevrolet local fo r  
the election o f delegates to the 
com ing In te rn a tio n a l UAW ' con­
vention. In  addition to the 
Reuther and Addes slates, a th ird  
independent group ran a slate in  
opposition to  both these factions 
on a program  ca llin g  fo r  the rev­
ocation o f the no -s trike  pledge 
and the launch ing o f an inde­
pendent labor pa rty . A  re feren­
dum vote on a separate ba llo t 
was likew ise conducted which 
read: “ Do you w ant the no -s trike  
pledge revoked?”

P aradoxica lly  enough, in spite 
o f the overw helm ing vote to re­
voke the no -s trike  pledge, the 
candidates o f the independent 
slate were defeatqjl. T h is  reflects 
the confused state o f the local 
union elections and the ha b it of 
most auto workers o f th in k in g  o f 
policies in term s o f union person­
a lities  ra th e r than  w r itte n  p rog­
rams.

A t  the B uick local, however, 
the question: “ Do you fa v o r the 
no -s trike  p ledge?”  was tucked 
inconspicuously a t the bottom  o f 
the long ba llo t con ta in ing  the 
names o f 66 candidates. Thou­
sands o f workers overlooked i t  in 
vo ting . The question had not 
been mentioned in  the election an­
nouncements no r was i t  raised as 
an issue in the election o f con­
vention delegates.

The Reuther slate specifica lly 
endorsed the no -s trike  pledge, as 
did the tw o “ independent”  S ta l­
in is t delegates. The Addes slate, 
whose machine has exercised 
s trong  contro l over the B uick lo ­
cal, since its  m il ita n t  president, 
John M cG ill, has been d ra fted  
in to  the arm y, iro n ic a lly  enough 
ran exclusive ly on a local p rog­
ram  o f “ rank and file  con tro l.”

O nly about one-fifth  o f the 
Buick membership voted in  th is  
election. A lm o st one-half o f these 
e ithe r overlooked the no -s trike  
question o r o therw ise fa iled  to 
indicate a preference.

Italian, People Gained 
Nothing From Armistice

By P h i l ip  B lake

The Italian people were told again and again that the only 
way they could get peace was by unconditional surrender to the 
Allies. But as NBC correspondent M errill Mueller radioed from 
Algiers on the day the surrender was announced: “ The strangest 
armistice in history has turned into a bloody battlefield. Instead 
of a victorious parade, the Allied forces face a violent, long- 
drawn-out battle that has already been partia lly joined. Caught 
in between are the Italians, who sought peace.”

Despite the obstacles which®--------------------------------------------
still confront them in Italy, the soldiers did not in tend to  con- 
Allied leaders voiced great jo y , tinue  it .  H it le r  too placed the 
over the terms of the armistice, I resp on s ib ility  fo r  the loss o f 
which were described at Allied I ta ly  as an a lly  on the “ system atic
headquarters in the M ed ite r­
ranean theatre  as “ i»ven more 
sweeping th a t those imposed on 
France by Germany and I ta ly . ”

H it le r  complained th a t he had 
been betrayed. (Roosevelt did not 
voice any m ora l ind igna tion  about 
th is  Ita lia n  “ stab in the back”  
as he had in  1940.) H it le r  went 
on to assert th a t i t  was a ll to 
the good because i t  freed his 
hand in I ta ly .

NO G A IN  FOR W O R KERS
Thus the leaders on both sides 

expressed sa tis fac tion  over the 
outcome o f the arm istice. B ut the 
workers o f I ta ly  had l i t t le  to be 
happy about. The hated Badoglio 
governm tn thad fled  to its  new a lly  
and pro tector, bu t ta k in g  its  place 
was the  no less oppressive m il i­
ta ry  ru le  o f H itle r . Before the 
arm istice, the A llie s  were bomb­
ing and pounding aw ay a t I ta ly ;  
a fte r  the arm istice  both the Ger­
man and A llie d  forces were m ak­
in g  a ba ttle fie ld  o f I ta ly ,  w ith  
the Ita lia n  masses in  a position 
where they were sure to  be the 
ta rg e t o f both sidles.

And yet there would have been 
no arm istice i f  i t  had not been 
fo r  the Ita lia n  worlkers, whose 
.b itte r and heroic opposition to 
fascism doomed M usso lin i and his 
war.

As Badoglio ’s d ip lom atic  em is­
saries adm itted to the A llie s  ea rly  
in A ugust, the s itua tion  w ith in  
I ta ly  had become “ desperate.”  I t  
was desperate fo r  Badoglio be­
cause the workers were s tr ik in g  
and dem onstra ting  fo r  an end to 
the w ar. Badoglio spoke, the tru th  
when hh in fo rm ed H it le r  a fte r  the 
arm istice th a t he had signed i t  
because “ a ll le g itim a te  hope— I 
do not say o f v ic to ry , bu t even o f 
resistance— has vanished.”  He had 
no hope o f con tinu ing the w ar 
because he knew th a t no m a tte r 
w ha t he did, the w orkers and

sabotage”  o f certa in  unnamed 
forces inside th a t country.

The Ita lia n  w orkers know th a t 
a H it le r ite  v ic to ry  w ill ce rta in ly  
reduce them  to the slave status 
now held by the masses o f 
occupied Europe —  and i t  is 
unquestionably th is  knowledge 
which inspires th e ir  present 
resistance to the German troops, 
despite the severe handicaps 
under which they are forced to 
figh t. But w hat can they expect 
from  an A llie d  v ic to ry?  W ill it 
mean tha t they can establish a 
government o f th e ir  own choice?

R O LE  OF AM G
One provis ion o f the arm istice , 

signed on Sept. 3 and made public 
on Sept. 11, states th a t the A llie d  
com m ander-in -chie f “ w il l estab­
lish  an A llie d  M il ita ry  Govern­
m ent over such pa rts  o f Ita lia n  
te r r ito ry  as he m ay deem 
necessary rn the m il ita ry  in terests 
o f the  A llie d  nations.”

A n  A P  correspondent reported 
th a t A llie d  M il i ta r y  Government 
(A M G ) o ffic ia ls  accompanied the 
troops land ing  in I ta ly  on Sept. 3. 
The f irs t  A M G  o ffic ia l ashore 
stated: “ I have w a ited  fo r  th is  
m oment a long tim e. 1 found out 
in  S ic ily  the sort o f job we can 
do, and I  w an t to get down to 
do ing i t  in  I ta ly . ”

The “ sort o f jo b ”  they can do 
has already been made pe rfec tly  
c lear by dispatches from  S icily. 
I t  includes the suppression o f a ll 
po litica l a c t iv ity ;  the re ten tion  o f 
a ll but the most notorious fascist 
o ffic ia ls  in the posts they held 
under M usso lin i; anty the po litica l 
ilUe[Jarat)ons fo r  the estab lish­
ment, in tha t fa r  o f f  day when 
elections w ill f in a lly  be perm itted, 
o f a governm ent, which w ill be 
reactionary to  the core.

L ibe ra ls , hoping aga inst hope

(Continued on page 2)

Workers Fight 
On For Peace 
In The Face Of 
Crushing Odds

By A n th o n y  M assin i

T he  B adog lio  gove rn ­
m en t, w h ich  sent o u t its  
f irs t  peace h id  to  the  
A llie s  ea rly  in  A ugust, f le d  
tow ard  the  A llie d  fo rces 
in  sou the rn  I ta ly  a fte r  
s u rre n d e rin g  to  them  last 
week.

D u r in g  th is  m o n th  —  
w hen the  su rre n d e r nego­
tia tio n s  w e r e  a lready 
secre tly  u n d e r way —  
B adog lio  had occup ied  
h im s e lf w ith  d isa rm in g  
the w o rke rs  and m u tin o u s  
tro op s , suppress ing  the  
dem onstrations and s trikes, re a r­
res ting  many o f the w orkers ’ lead­
ers. Jn every o ther possible way 
he sought to destroy the se lf- 
confidence and in it ia t iv e  o f the 
masses and to  club them in to  a 
s tate o f fea r and despair.

The w orkers could not re trea t 
as Badoglio and V ic to r Em m a' 
nuel did, and they w e re - le ft be 
hind, last week, unprepared and 
disorganized, to face the fu ry  o f 
Nazis bent on teaching an object 
lesson to the rebellious people o f 
the occupied countries.

W hy did B adglio  de libera te ly  
refuse to prepare the masses fo r  
the inev itab le  outcome o f his sur­
render to the A llies?  W hy was 
it ,  fo r  example, when the w o rk ­
ers volunteered to f ig h t against 
the German forces a ttack ing  
Bergamo th a t they were to ld  by 
Badog lio ’s m il ita ry  commander 
“ th a t on ly a few  outmoded rifle?  
were ava ilab le ” ? (N . Y. Times, 
Sept. 13). I t  ce rta in ly  was not 
because the masses were u n w ill­
ing  to f ig h t, as they have heroic­
a lly  dem onstrated in  scores o f 
towns since Badoglio fled.

The only answer to these ques­
tions is th a t Badoglio and the

(Continued on page 2)

It's A Strange War
An Editorial

What a strange “ war of democracy against 
fascism”  this has turned out to be!

France entered the war as a "democracy,” 
on the side of the Allies, and in the name of 
defending the fatherland. Yet when it served 
their interests in 1940, the French ruling class 
did not hesitate to abandon their democratic 
trappings, to capitulate to the Nazis and to 
take a place—subordinate though it was—in 
the building of Hitler's "new order.”

Ita ly entered the war under a fascist govern­
ment. on the side of the Axis, and likewise in 
the name of defending the fatherland. Yet 
now when it serves their interests, the Italian 
ruling class does not hesitate to dismiss Mus­
solini and outlaw the fascist party, to capitulate 
to the Allies and to become a virtual ally of 
Roosevelt and Churchill.

To attribute these shafts to the m ilita ry 
events of the war alone would be superficial 
and foolish. I f  the French capitalists were 
really fighting for democracy, why did they 
seize the first opportunity to wipe out all 
democratic rights at home? Why did they 
agree to collaborate with the Nazi? If the 
American and British capitalists are really 
fighting for democracy, how can they col­
laborate with the same Victor Emmanuel and 
Badoglio who helped Mussolini to destroy 
democracy in Italy?

I hese shifts were accompanied in each case 
by the institution of new governments, but 
these new governments represented and served 
the same ruling classes as their predecessors.

The capitalists ruled in France before and 
after the capitulation to Hitler. The capitalists 
ruled in Ita ly under Mussolini and they rule 
there today under Badoglio and the monarchy. 
What kind of "war of democracy versus 
fascism” is it when the ruling classes -can be 
on one-side on one day and on the other the 
next, when they can raise one set of slogans 
today and another set tomorrow?

The truth is — as the French and Italian 
developments have so graphically demonstrat­
ed—that the various slogans and ideals voiced 
by the capitalist rivals in the war have nothing 
whatever to do with thei; aims and motives. 
The capitalist does not fight wars because of 
love for his fatherland or the democratic rights 
of the worker, but because he wants to protect 
and extend his private property, privileges and 
profits. When these are threatened by socialist 
revolution, a Petain turns to H itler and a 
Badoglio turns to Roosevelt. And. because all 
capitalists are opposed to socialist revolution 
both at home and abroad, neither H itler nor 
Roosevelt refuses to lend a helping hand to 
the capitalist rulers with whom they were con­
tending only yesterday.

"Democratic” France's capitulation and col­
laboration with H iller. Britain's brutal repres­
sion of the Indian struggle for independence. 
The Darlan deal in North Africa. And now the 
deal with Badoglio and Victor Emmanuel. . . 
T ruly, the activities of the capitalists have 
given the loudest and most crushing answer 
to their own claims as to the nature of the 
present war.

ANTI-WAR FIGHT CONTINUES IN ITALY
More Casualties in the Mines
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Why Casualties Are Mounting In Coal Fields
B y Larissa Reed

“ 19 K illed , 26 In ju re d  in  Two B lasts in 
M ine,”  announced the newspaper headlines 
in  a dispatch fro m  B irm ingham , A la . la s t 
m onth. Year a fte r  year fresh  v ic tim s  are 
added to the unending lis t  o f m ine casualties. 
Accounts o f these accidents d if fe r  on ly in 
the num ber o f dead and disabled m iners. 
F a m ilia r  are the p ictures o f the dead and 
in ju re d  being carried  out o f the p its  on 
stretchers, o f tra g ic  groups o f sobbing 
women and ch ildren w a it in g  a t the m ine- 
heads to receive the bodies o f th e ir  loved 
ones. Once again the fina l b low  has been 
delivered to members o f th a t section o f the 
w o rk ing  class which, even before the 
disaster, was condemned by cap ita lism  to 
bleak, hungry , shabby and m iserable lives.

The deaths and in ju rie s  in the m in ing  
in du s try  since P earl H a rbo r exceed a ll 
Casualties in the m il ita ry  forces o f the 
U n ited  States fo r  the same period, a recent 
governm ent re p o rt adm itted. E ve ry  day o f 
th e ir  lives m iners d isp lay v a lo r as g re a t 
as th a t o f soldiers on the fig h tin g  fro n ts . 
B u t m iners ge t no medals fo r  th e ir  hard 
and hazardous w ork. N e ithe r do they get 
the necessary safeguards to  pro tect them 
fro m  ever-present danger.

Casualties Increase
Since 1940 the m ine owners, in  th e ir  mad 

scramble fo r  w a r pro fits , have speeded up 
operations and neglected even the fo rm er 
inadequate sa fe ty  precautions. T h is  has 
resulted in  the sharpest rise o f mine 
casualties in tw o  decades.

In  1940 there were 1,308 fa ta lit ie s  and 
59,781 non -fa ta l accidents in vo lv ing  61,098 
m iners. T o ta lly  and perm anently  disabled 
m iners numbered 2,151. In  the fo llo w in g  
year, 1941, losses rose h igher, w ith  1,266 
k illed , 63,465 no n -fa ta l, in vo lv in g  64,731

m iners, d isab ling  2,181 fo r  life . In  1942 
(w ith  figures s t i l l  incom plete) the losses 
were h igh e r s t i l l :  1,482 k illed , 72,000 non- 
fa ta l, to ta llin g  75,482. Thus, in the past 
three years 21 m a jo r disasters and a fa r  
g rea te r num ber o f lesser disasters resu lted 
e ithe r in in ju ry  o r death o f tens o f thou­
sands o f m iners.

F o r the destitu te  fa m ily  o f a dead m iner, 
to whom no am ount o f money can com­
pensate fo r  the loss o f th e ir  loved one, the 
pro fit-sw o llen  bosses pay the sum o f $250. 
Even th is  p a ltry  sum was on ly  recen tly  
raised fro m  $150 th rough  the e ffo r ts  o f 
the U n ited  M ine W orkers.

W ha t - are the causes o f th is ' te r r ib le  
s laugh te r o f men in the coal mines, and 
who is responsible? E dw ard A. W ieck, a 
coal m iner o f 25 years experience, made a 
s tudy la s t year fo r  the Russell Sage 
Foundation o f the s ix  m a jo r disasters o f 
1940.

F rom  his find ings i t  f irs t o f  a ll becomes 
clear th a t coal mine disasters can be fo re ­
seen and prevented. They cannot be dism iss­
ed— as the operators always t r y  to do— in 
the “ legal category o f an A c t o f God.”

Unsafe W o rk in g  C on d itio n s
“ None o f the mines in  which m a jo r ex­

plosions occurred in 1940 were found to  be 
adequately ven tila ted ,”  stated M r. W ieck. 
Since m ost deaths are caused by “ a f te r ­
damp,”  the poisonous fum es w h ich  rise  
a fte r  an explosion, i t  can be seen th a t 
adequate ven tila tion  is o f f irs t  im portance. 
B u t the owners, “ fe a rfu l o f a sm all expense 
fo r  p roper ven tila tio n , reso'rt to short-cu ts 
o f tem po ra ry  and inadequate ve n tila tio n ,”  
so th a t fresh  a ir  never reaches the places 
where i t  is needed m ost and m an^ m iners 
are suffocated before they can be rescued.

Rock-dusting, which is a means o f con­
tro ll in g  the spread o f explosions, v Tas ap­

plied in  “ inadequate o r h it-o r-m iss  fash ion .”  
O ut o f 6,000 bitum inous coal mines in  the 
country, on ly  481 claimed to  use rock dust 
and o f these on ly  10% were rock-dusted 
adequately. T h is  precaution is even more 
necessary today in mechanized m in ing , 
where th re e -sh ift operations and the speed­
up increase the po ten tia l menace o f ig n it in g  
coal dust. T h is  can be done i f  the operators 
are “ w illin g  to sacrifice some m inutes o f 
production at. the end o f each s h ift  fo r  
th is  necessary precaution.”  B ut most bosses 
p re fe r to jeopardize m iners’ lives ra th e r 
than sacrifice a moment o f th e ir  p ro fit­
m aking.

Sub-standard E q u ip m e n t
F a u lty  e lectrica l equipm ent is the greatest 

single cause o f explosions. Y e t substandard, 
non-pcrm issib le o r neglected perm issib le 
e lec trica l equipm ent in the mines were 
responsible fo r  many o f the disasters. “ Few 
mines in the U n ited  States could meet the 
specifications # f the m ost lib e ra l code o f 
standards fo r  e lectrica l in s ta lla tio n  and 
equipm ent,”  reports  M r. W ieck.

The m iners ’ e lectric  cap lam p was the 
on ly item  in  e lectrica l equipm ent th a t was 
com plete ly e lim inated as a source o f ig n i­
tion , The reason fo r  th is  is th a t the cost 
is borne no t by the operators bu t by the 
m ine w orker. “ The m iners ’ e lectrica l cap 
lam p is a sa fe ty  device th a t costs the  com­
pany no th in g ; on the con tra ry , the m anage­
m ent checks o f f  the m iners ’ pay a s tipu la ted  
sum each day fo r  its  use, w h ich in  m ost 
instances yie lds the company a handsome 
p ro fit.”

A ltho ug h  no m ine should be w ith o u t 
methane and carbon monoxide detectors, 
very few  mines in  th is  coun try  have in ­
sta lled exact gas-detecting devices. Today 
there has even been developed a methane 
detector which au tom atica lly  sounds an

a larm  in  the presence o f a given qu a n tity  
o f gas. B ut the boss can’t  make a p ro fit on 
a gas detector, and fa r  too often , a fte r  a 
disaster, the coroner’s re p o rt reads: “ Due 
to fa ilu re  to make proper gas inspec­
tion . . .”

P e rfu n c to ry  Insp e c tion
The U n ited  M ine W orkers has spent years 

u rg in g  Congress to recognize the need fo r  
federal m ine-inspection laws, as one safe­
guard against a death l is t  w h ich has taken 
a to ll o f 82,000 dead and hundreds o f 
thousands in ju re d  in  the past 40 years. The 
m ine bosses, o f course, b it te r ly  opposed 
such leg is la tion . To p reven t its  adoption, 
they brought pressure to  bear on congress­
men. c la im in g  th a t federa l inspection “ was 
no t needed,”  despite the g r im  facts  and 
figures presented by the U n ited  M ine W o rk ­
ers. I t  was on ly  la s t year th a t such a law  
w a s .f in a lly  passed. Even then, i t  gave the 
Federal Bureau o f M ines on ly the r ig h t  o f 
en try  in to  the mines, bu t s t^ ll w ithhe ld  the 
power to require  compliance w ith  its  orders!

A lm ost as soon as the law  had gone in to  
e ffec t, federa l reports  o f disasters pointed 
to inexcusable sa fe ty  negligence. The 
Federal M ine Inspector’s re p o rt o f las t 
yea r’s Osage explosion, w h ich  k ille d  56 
mine w orkers, “ reveals a to ll o f li fe  re s u lt­
ing  fro m  hu rried  m akesh ift, in e ffic ie n t 
repairs o f machine p a rts ,”  the U n ited  M ine 
W orkers Journa l reports . “ I t  is the age-old 
s to ry  th a t e lectric  sparks and methane in  
combustible quan tities  mean certa in  death.”

As fo r  sta te  sa fe ty  laws, where o ffic ia ls  
are even more under the thum b o f pow erfu l 
cap ita lis ts , these are v ir tu a lly  ine ffec tive . 
The boss po ints to  his own “ inspectors” —  
iq  most cases a hu rried , harassed section 
boss in  charge o f production. E ve ry  m iner 
knows th a t such an inspector is p r im a r ily  
concerned w ith  g e ttin g  ou t and speeding

up production ra the r than p ro tecting  the 
w e lfa re  o f the m iners.

E ffe c t o f  the Speedup
The ch ie f unde rly ing  fa c to r in the m ount­

in g  lis t  o f m ine casualties today is the 
speedup in the mechanized mines, w h ich  
produce one-th ird  o f the b itum inous coal o f 
the country . These mines are responsible 
fo r  more than th e ir  share o f m a jo r ex­
plosions. M echanization has introduced new 
dangers, w h ile  the old safeguards have been 
sacrificed to the g rea te r speeds demanded 
by un in te rrup ted  operation. T h ree -sh ift 
operations, the speedup, the lengthened 
w ork-day and w ork-w eek m u ltip ly  hazards 
in the mechanized m ines. The men become 
w eary, th e jr  energy is burned up, nervous 
reactions become less keen, and th e ir  bodies 
are permeated w ith  the dusts .and  poisons 
o f the m ine atmosphere. They cannot keep 
th e ir  sa fe ty  measures abreast o f the speed 
o f operations. The resu lt is a sharp increase 
in  catastrophes.

The bonus speedup system was denounced 
as the probable p r im a ry  cause in  the Nelms, 
Ohio explosion o f 1942 w hich took 31 m iners ’ 
lives. A lthough  the bosses claim ed th a t the 
bonus speedup system had been abolished 
fo r  some tim e, a m iner to ld  the rea l s tory. 
He explained th a t the bonus system had 
been abolished as soon as they “ go t the men 
w o rk in ’ so fa s t they couldn’t  w o rk  any 
fas te r. N ow  the s tra w  bosses keep ’em up 
to  th a t speed.”  The m iners go t no th ing  
fro m  th is  “ incentive w age”  plan except 
added risks  to  th e ir  lives and health .

T h ree -sh ift operation is unnecessary and 
dangerous, because no tim e  is le f t  to  prepare 
proper sa fe ty  precautions. I ts  on ly purpose 
is to  ge t a g rea te r re tu rn  on investm ent in  
m ach inery. One prom inent opera tor pub lic ly  
stated th a t the th ird  s h ift  “ is where we’l l

get the last squeal out o f our investm ent 
on equipm ent. . .”  Today th is  greed fo r  
p ro fits  is masked behind the pretense th a t 
the speedup is needed fo r  w ar production. 
B u t. as the U n ited  M ine W orker’s Jou rna l 
po in ts out, “ there is no na tiona l need fo r  
coal th a t demands excessive speedups a t 
the sacrifice o f the life  o f the men who d ig  
the coal.”

Bosses W an t M o re  Speed
Despite the already dangerous conditions 

e x is ting  in the mines, the greedy bosses 
keep u rg in g  a longer w ork-day, a longer 
work-week, g re a te r speed in  operations. To 
September 4 o f th is  year, b itum inous coal 
ou tpu t reached about 397,442,000 tons, a 
ga in o f 6,615,000 tons compared w ith  the  
390,827,000 tons fo r  the same 1942 period. 
There ’s a lo t o f p ro fit fo r  the bosses in  these 
add itiona l m illio n s  o f tons o f coal, b u t th e ir  
hunger fo r  p ro fits  can never be satisfied.

A  few  days ago H a rry  M. V aw te r, d irec to r 
o f the B itum inous Coal In s titu te , and h ire l­
in g  o f the m ine bosses, declared th a t one 
ex tra  day’s w o rk  a week fo r  s ix  weeks 
would produce 12.000,000 m ore tons! He 
fa ils , o f course, to  po in t ou t the  ap pa lling  
lis t  o f dead and cripp led m iners th a t, under 
present conditions o f callous ind iffe rence  to  
sa fe ty, would c e rta in ly  re su lt fro m  such a 
trem endous speedup.

The m iners know  th rough  decades o f 
b it te r  experience tha t the mine owners w i l l  
never v o lu n ta r ily  g ive them safe w o rk in g  
conditions, o r proper m ine sa fe ty  equip­
ment, any more than they w i l l  g ive them  
decent wages to m a in ta in  themselves and 
th e ir  fam ilies . The m iners know they can 
re ly  only upon th e ir  own organized 
s treng th , so lid a rity  and f ig h tin g  s p ir it  to  
put an end to the da ily  th re a t o f sudden 
death.

B y M a rve l S ch o ll
New Y ork  C ity ’s f irs t s tr ik e  un­

der the Sm ith-Connally A c t began 
Sept. 7 when 18 workers s truck  
against the X -L  Brass Corpora­
t io n ’s refusal to sign a contract 
w ith  the United Construction 
W orkers Union, D istrict, 50, UMW. 
The union demands included a 
closed shop and a prov is ion  fo r 
reopening w a g e  negotiations 
every s ix  months.

The power-drunk reg ional W ar 
Labor Board rushed out an order 
to the union to "show  cause”  why 
the s tr ike rs  should no t re tu rn  to 
w ork at once. A truce has been 
negotiated under w h ich  the m ain 
un ion demands are to be referred 
lo a W LB “ fact find in g ”  panel.

L ik e  any other policeman, the 
W L B  " im p a rt ia l a rb itra to rs " 
Stand ready to club down the 
workers who break through the 
ba rrie rs  of the v ic ious Smith-Con­
na lly  law.

*  *  *

The General Motors Corporation 
is m oving heaven and earth to 
pu t over the speedup system 
among its  th ird  of a m illio n  w o rk ­
ers. The UAW-CIO, which bar­
gains fo r the overw helm ing ma­
jo r ity  of the GM workers has 
f la t ly  rejected th is  anti-labor 
proposal.

The S ta lin is t fink  leadership of 
the United E lectrica l, Radio and 
M achine W orkers, CIO, who bar­
ga in fo r  a m axim um  of 30,000 
GM workers, have broken the so­
lid  union fro n t and accepted the 
proposal to in troduce the speedup.

The S talin ist, f in k  leaders should 
be offered honorary memberships 
in  the N ationa l Association of 
M anufacturers.

F. H a ll, in te rna tiona l vice-pres­
iden t o f the A F L  Brotherhood of 
R a ilw ay C lerks, announced from  
M ontrea l on Sept. 10 th a t a s trike  
was in  effect in vo lv in g  a ll fre ig h t

A nti-W ar Struggle In  I ta ly

handlers of the Canadian Steam­
ship L ines on the St. Laurence 
waterways. The s tr ike  was called 
in  protest over the long delay by 
the Canadian W ar Labor Boai'd 
in  hearing the wage demands 
presented by the un ion in  early 
June. H a ll said th a t “ w ith in  
tw en ty-four hours a ll freight, w il l 
be stopped from  Quebec to the 
lakehead.”

'Jf $  ^

A no the r s tr ik e  b a llo t under 
the term s of the Sm ith-Connally 
Act gave the fo llow ing  results: 
The workers a t the M cM illan 
Company plant, in  B rook lyn  voted 
49 to 10 to s tr ik e  in  protest a- 
ga inst a W LB  decision denying 
them a  wage increase.

* * «

The Colorado state cou rt threw  
out certa in  sections of the anti- 
un ion laws th a t were recently 
passed by the Colorado state legis­
la ture. Judge Sackman. who 
banded down the decision, in va ­
lidated the section of the law 
which called fo r the incorpora tion  
of unions. He upheld the other 
sections of the law, however, 
which proh ib ited  s trikes and sec­
ondary boycotts. Lee Pressman, 
CIO general counsel, who argued 
the case before the Colorado state 
court, announced th a t the CIO 
plans to make a fu r th e r appeal to 
the State Supreme Court.

*  *  *

The U nited A uto  W orkers U n­
ion have won the run -o ff NLRB 
election a t the huge Ba ltim ore  
p lan t o f the Glenn L . M a rt in  A i r ­
craft. C orporation by a vote of 
11,805 to 10,901. As the figures 
show, the U A W  managed to w in  
on ly  by the sk in  of its  teeth, a l­
though i t  was the on ly  un ion on 
the ba llo t. Roosevelt’s wage- 
l'reeze is not a very  a ttrac tive  pro­
gram w ith  w h ich to w in  the a ir ­
c ra ft workers to unionism .

Italian People 
Gained Nothing 
From Armistice

(Continued from page 1)

(•>

th a t AM G  policies w ill be d i f ­
fe ren t on the Ita lia n  m ainland, 
po in t to the fa c t th a t the a rm is ­
tice does no t com m it the A llie d  
leaders to p o lit ic a l support o f 
Badoglio and V ic to r Emmanuel.
1 Bu,t h o t alJ the term s in  a 
D arlan  deal are w r itte n  out on 
paper. Badoglio did not flee 
tow ard the pro tection o f the 
A llie s  by accident, bu t because he 
expects them to  recognize h im  as 
the o ffic ia l Ita lia n  government, 
even though i t  is tem po ra rily  
subordinated to the ju r is d ic tio n  of 
AM G .

T h is  w’as indicated f irs t  o f a ll 
in  a Sept. 4 d ispatch fro m  S ic ily  
by H e rbe rt L . M atthews, who has 
done broadcasting w o rk  fo r  the 
A llie s  and is able to g ive a close 
re flec tion  o f the views o f AM G. 
In  th is  dispatch w r itte n  the day 
a fte r  the s ign ing  o f the arm istice, 
he said:

“ The AM G  experience in  S ic ily  
w o u l d  seem to strengthen 
M arshal Badoplio ’s chances o f 
con tinu ing in  power a fte r  the 
A llie s  enter Rome. He could

prove h igh ly  useful and th a t was 
the c rite rion  in the case of 
A d m ira l Jean Francois Darlan.
M arshal Badoglio does no t have 
D a rlan ’s record o f treachery. .
Etc., etc. (N . Y. Times, Sept. 6.)

James B. Reston, London cor­
respondent, called a tten tion  in  the 
Sept. 10 N . Y. Tim es to the fa c t 
th a t the A llie d  leaders were no t 
ob ligated to m a in ta in  the Badog­
lio  governm ent. B u t the very n e x t , ru lin g  class he serves fe a r the 
day he hastened to l is t  various j independent strugg les o f the 
“ reasons”  in  fa v o r o f m a in ta in - ! w orkers above eve ry th ing  else, 
in g  Badoglio “ as the head o f a Badoglio knew  th a t to success- 
le g a lly  constituted governm ent” —  A il ly  res is t the  N azis m e a n t 'to

Workers Fight On 
For Peace Despite 
Crushing Odds

(Continued from page 1)

"reasons" which, he indicated, 
weighed a good deal w ith  the 
A llie d  au thorities .
IN S P IR IN G  PROSPECT

The Ita lia n  workers fough t 
against the B adog lio -V ic to r E m ­
manuel governm ent d u rin g  every 
day o f its  ru le  and never fo r  a 
momdht recognized i t  as a 
“ lega lly  constituted governm ent.”  
Yet they are being asked to give 
up th e ir  lives— to “ take every 
(rhance you can,”  as Roosevelt 
and C hurch ill put i t — so tha t they 
can have the p riv ile ge  o f being 
oppressed by th is  same govern­
ment or some equally reactionary 
substitu te . T ru ly  an in sp ir in g  
prospect!

The Ita lia n  w orkers w i l l  achieve 
ne ithe r a governm ent represent­
in g  th e ir  own in te rests no r find 
the road to  a la s tin g  peace u n til 
they create a W orkers ’ and 
F arm ers ’ Government.

Brewster Strike Causes 
Are Bared By Local 365

(Continued from page 1)

Coast Guard Reserve. A  num ber 
o f the guards were placed under 
m il ita ry  a rre s t by the Coast 
Guard fo r  re fus ing  to w o rk  in 
v io la tion  of the con tract; two of 
the guards, according to  one re ­
po rt, have since the  s tr ik e  been 
coui’t-m a rtia lle d  on the charge of 
re fu s in g  to  obey orders o f Coast 
Guard officers, and th e ir  case is 
now under rev iew  by Secretary o f 
the N avy K nox ’s office.

C O M P A N Y ’S A IM
The un ion charges th a t F red ­

erick Riebel, B rew ste r president, 
has “ attacked the un ion security  
clause, he attacked the sen io rity  
clause, he attacked the f ir in g  
clause, he attacked the  tra n s fe r 
clause —  in  short, he attacked 
eve ry th ing  in  the  con tract which 
means the d iffe rence between a 
union and nonunion shop. And 
he im p lied  s trong ly  th a t the 
clauses mentioned were respons 
ib le fo r  the lag  in  B rew ste r prod­
uction.”  (Aero -N otes, organ o f 
Local 365, Aug. 31).

A t  the W LB  hearing  R iebel’s 
tes tim ony confirm ed the charge 
th a t his a im  is to underm ine the 
un ion and destroy un ion gains. 
Riebel waved w ha t he called a 
stenotype record o f a un ion-m an­
agement m eeting and attacked 
Local 365’s president, Thomas De 
Lorenzo, fo r  hav ing  said, “ the 
po licy  o f the union is no t to w in 
the w a r a t any cost . . .  We do 
no t propose to  g ive an y th in g  up 
th a t we have a t the present tim e 
under the con tract. W e propose

instead th a t we keep adding to 
the con tract.”

In  R iebel’s eyes th is  consti­
tutes some kind o f crim e and 
serves as ju s tifica tio n  fo r  the com­
pany’s un ion-busting  e ffo rts .

H enry  J. Kaiser, who now 
owns the B rew ste r corpora tion, 
was present a t the W L B  hear­
ing , and his con tribu tion  to  the 
tes tim ony was also a dead g ive ­
away as to  the m anagem ent’s 
aims and the cause o f the present 
dispute. A sse rtin g  recent prod­
uction increases a t B rew ste r had 
been accompanied by an increase 
in  man hours per u n it, he warned, 
“ T h a t cannot continue, we m ust 
reduce the man hours and in ­
crease the production.”

In  short, w hat the corpora tion 
wants is to break down the union 
contract so tha t i t  can put over a 
speedup.

C. P. F IN K IN G
The S ta lin is t f in k  sheet, the 

D a ily  W orker, u tilize d  the occa­
sion o f the W LB  hearing, to  re ­
new its  slanderous a ttacks upon 
the leadership o f the union.

The S ta lin is ts  are forced to ad­
m it th a t the m anagem ent was 
engaged “ in  an e f fo r t  to w a te r 
down the un ion ’s closed shop con­
tra c t”  and th a t “ the management 
has s ta lled  fo r  seven m onths in 
renew ing its  agreement w ith  the 
w orkers who obviously have gen­
uine grievances.”  Nevertheless 
the D a ily  W orke r o f Sept. 9 d i­
rects 95% o f its  attacks against 
the union leadership and p rin ts  
the fan ta s tic  lie  th a t statem ents 
in  defense o f unionism  such as

arm  the workers. B u t he also 
knew th a t the arm ed w orkers, 
would no t stop a t d r iv in g  out the 
Nazis, th a t they would also tu rn  
sooner o r la te r to d r iv in g  out the 
hated Badoglio governm ent.

And <he Ita lia n  ru lin g  class 
g re a tly  prefers having no rthern  
I ta ly  contro lled by the Nazis, at 
least tem po ra rily , to fac ing  the 
poss ib ility  o f socia list revo lt a- 
ga inst its  own rule.

L ike  Roosevelt and H itle r ,  Bad­
oglio  is concerned no t on ly  w ith  
the m il ita ry  s itua tion  bu t also 
w ith  the maintenance o f “ o rder”  
and the prevention o f “ chaos.”  
T h is  was fu l ly  confirm ed on 
Sept. 11 by  the behavior o f Bad- 
og lio ’s appointee as commander o f 
the M ila n  area., General V it to r io  
Ruggiero, who was sent in  a fte r  
M usso lin i’s dow n fa ll to suppress 
the w o rkers ’ dem onstrations.

TE R M S  OF S U R R E N D E R

There was fierce fig h tin g  in  the 
M ilan  area d u rin g  the f irs t  36 
hours a fte r  announcement o f the 
surrender. The German forces in 
M ila n  were wiped out, bu t before 
German re in forcem ents had even 
reached the c ity  lim its ,  Ruggiero 
surrendered to  F ie ld  M arshal 
Rommel. Rommel did no t occupy 
M ila n ; instead, he waived the .dis­
arm am ent o f the I ta lia n  ga rrison  
w ith in  the c ity  and ordered R ug­
giero to disarm  the  c iv ilia n  pop­
u la tion  and “ m a in ta in  in te rna l o r­
der.”  Rugg iero accepted th is  
task.

Iro n ic a lly  enough, the German 
regu la tions fo r  M ila n  were no 
more oppressive than  those which 
had prev iously  been in  e ffec t un­
der Badoglio. “ Dem onstrations 
o f a ll types were banned, as was 
the assembly o f m ore than three 
persons on the pub lic  h ighw ays.”  
Th is reads a lm ost w ord  fo r  word 
like  the m a rtia l la w  provis ions 
set down by Badoglio a few  days 
a fte r  M usso lin i’s rem oval.

Rugg iero was unable to m ain­
ta in  order and the Germans had 
to f ig h t th e ir  way in to  M ilan,

Labor's Duty 
To The Soldiers

“ Thousands o f boys have 
le ft  the bench next to  ours at 
the ca ll o f  ou r country . W hat 
they have to come back to arc 
th e ir  friends and fam ilies  and 
the o p po rtu n ity  to w o rk  in the 
p lan t. Despite the invectives 
and lies heaped upon ’ us by 
a soul-sold press, i t  is our job 
to preserve fo r  them the con­
d itions they fou gh t fo r  and 
won in  the p lan t.”

— F rom  Aero-Notes, organ o f
UAW ' Local 365, A ug . 31.

were a ttr ib u te d  to De Lorenzo 
“ had in te rfe red  w ith  production 
and had made i t  d iff ic u lt  fo r  the 
workers to get th e ir  demands.”  

The A ug. 31 issue o f Aero- 
Notes calls special a tten tion  to  
the s trikeb rea k ing  artic les  o f the 
S ta lin is t paper, p o in tin g  out th a t 
c a p ita lis t papers “ s ink  p re tty  low  
in to  the m uck to  w o rk  th e ir  
po in ts aga inst labor —  bu t the 
D a ily  W orker sinks fa r  lower 
than a ll the rest.”  Aero-Notes 
shows how the D a ily  W orken has 
been t r y in g  “ like  a ll he ll to  lin k  
oqr o ffic ia ls to the Nazis”  in  the 
line  w ith  the S ta lin is t po licy o f 
“ fo rg e t about the tru th ,  ge t out 
the p a in t brush and sm ear!”

T u r in  and o ther cities, against 
what a B e rlin  broadcast called 
“ r io tin g  by com m unists.”

A G A IN S T  C A P IT U L A T IO N

“ The Ita lia n s  are figh ting , go­
in g  on s tr ik e  and c a rry in g  out 
sabotage and obstruction o f a ll 
k inds,”  a London broadcast re ­
ported on Sept. 11. “ In  both T u r­
in and M ila n  the German radio 
reports  r io tin g  am ong workers. 
In  Rome v io le n t s treet f ig h tin g  
preceded the establishm ent o f 
German troops in  the cap ita l. 
The German News Agency reports 
35 cases 'o f sabotage against Ger­
man com m unication lines and 
speaks o f repeated a ttacks against 
m il ita ry  posts. I t  com plains th a t 
Ita lia n s  are re fu s in g  to re p a ir 
bombed ra ilw ays  . . . ”  (N . Y. 
Times, Sept. 12).

Badoglio ’s generals were w i l l ­
ing  to  cap itu la te , bu t not the 
workers.

The Germans c la im  to  have the 
s itua tion  in  no rth  I ta ly  w e ll in 
hand, bu t trave le rs  re tu rn in g  to 
S w itze rland te ll a d iffe re n t story. 
Accord ing to  them, resistance 
s t ill continues, especially on the 
p a rt o f the w orkers and “ organ­
ized gu e rrilla s  o f the fo rm e r I ta l­
ian A rm y  fo rm a tions .”  The Swiss 
.correspondent o f a Swedish paper 
said th a t “ Ita lia n  ra ilw a y  mem 
had s truck  in M ilan , T u rin , Genoa 
and Bologna. The Ita lia n  tra n s ­
p o rt w orkers in  these towns are 
ta k in g  p a r t  in  active resistance 
to the Germans. F ierce f ig h tin g  
is reported fro m  T ries te , T u rin  
and m any sm all towns,”  (N . Y . 
T imes, Sept. 14).

A L L IE S  O F T H E  W O R KERS
From  a safe distance Badoglio 

now te lls  the masses to resist, 
w h ile  Roosevelt and C hurch ill are 
u rg in g  them : “ Take every chance 
you can.”  (J o in t appeal o f Sept 
10). B lit  i f  a la rge  section o f 
the Ita lia n  w o rk ing  class is un­
der the heel o f H it le r  today, i t  is 
because both Badoglio and the A1 
lied leaders were a fra id  to arouse 
and prepare the w orkers fo r  res­
istance at a tim e  when such res­
istance m igh t not p n ly  have been 
successful bu t when i t  m ig h t also 
have resulted in a socia list revo­
lu tion .

Once again the Ita lia n  w orkers 
are lea rn ing  in  b it te r  experience 
th a t in  th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  freedom 
and peace they  can place no de­
pendence on the leaders o f the 
“ democracies.”  In  th is  s trugg le  
they can re ly  on ly  on th e ir  own 
program , streng th  and o rgan iza­
tions. T h e ir on ly  a llies w ill be 
the w orkers on both sides o f the 
ba ttle  line.

SEPTEMBER ‘F.I.’ FEATURES 
ARTICLES DEVOTED TO ITALY

“ The Ita lia n  R evolution,”  a 
long ana ly tica l and in fo rm a tio na l 
a rtic le  by F e lix  M orrow , is the 
leading fea tu re  o f the September 
issue o f “ F ourth  In te rn a tion a l.”  
which appeared fo r sale la s t week.

The Ita lia n  a rtic le  is divided in to  
tw o parts, the f irs t  o f w h ich is en­
tit le d  “ The A ng lo -U . S. P o licy  o f 
Counter-Revoution.”  M o rro w  be­
gins by show ing the fundam enta l 
character o f the revo lu tion  in 
I ta ly  and the com ing revo lu tions 
in Europe to  be socia list, w ith  
the establishm ent o f the Socialist 
U n ited  States o f Europe, the on ly 
w ay out. fo r  the masses. A ga ins t 
th is  background he examines 
A ng lo -U . S. p o licy  in  I ta ly ,  
which is m otiva ted by fe a r o f the 
revo lu tion and is based on a t­
tem pts to  m a in ta in  the ru le  of 
the cap ita lis ts . T h is  was the  A l­
lied leaders’ po licy  before Musso­
lin i fe ll, and i t  rem ains th e ir  
po licy .since, as is dem onstrated 
by th e ir  re fusa l to call fo r  the 
ove rth row  o f the Ita lia n  m on­
archy, the con trast between th e ir  
bombings o f Rome and M ilan , 
the opera tion and perspective o f 
AM G O T, etc.

The second p a r t o f the a rtic le , 
“ The A n ti-F a sc is t Movements In  
I ta ly , ”  provides extrem e ly va lu ­
able in fo rm a tio n  fo r  a ll those who 
w ant to  understand w ha t is go­
in g  on in  th ; jt  cou n try  today, g iv ­
in g  a comprehensive rev iew  o f the 
h is to ry , background, policies and 
in te r-re la tio n s  o f the Socialist 
P a rty , the A c tion  P a rty , Justice 
and L ib e r ty  and the  Com m unist 
P a rty .

T H E  C O M IN G  D EPR ESSIO N S
A no ther valuable and tim e ly  

a rtic le  —  now th a t m ore and 
more people’s a tten tion  is being 
draw n to  post-w ar problems -— 
is C. Charles’ “ P os t-W ar P lan­

n in g : New  Deal vs. O ld G uard ." 
Here the au thor examines, in th#  
luc id  and popu la r s ty le  wh ich 
readers o f the T ro ts k y is t press 
have come to  expect o f h im , the 
prospects o f Am erican economy 
and em ploym ent a f te r  the w a r 
and shows the fraudulence and 
impotence o f the various ca p ita l­
is t plans fo r  p reven ting  new ca t­
astrophic depressions. As Charles 
po in ts  out, m ost w orkers  do no t 
have m any illusions about post­
w ar “ p ro s p e rity ;”  th is  a rtic le  w i l l  
no t on ly  confirm  th e ir  skepticism  
on th is  score, bu t i t  w i l l  also ed­
ucate them as to  the basic na tu re  
o f c a p ita lis t crises.

O ther artic les  in  the  cu rre n t 
F. I. include:

“ A  rep o rt On The Com m unist 
In te rn a tio n a l,”  the second and 
concluding section o f a speech on 
the prospects fo r  w o rld  revo lu ­
tion  made by Leon T ro ts k y  in  
Moscow a few  weeks a f te r  M us­
so lin i came to  power in  1922.

P IC T U R E  OF Y C L

“ The .S ta lin ist Y ou th  M ovem ent 
Today,”  an il lu m in a tin g  p ic tu re  
o f the com position and trends 
w ith in  the Y oung 'C om m unist 
League, w r itte n  by D avid  Je f­
fr ie s  who recently  resigned fro m  
the Y C L  to  jo in  t the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty .

“ The M onth  In  Review ,”  con­
ta in in g  ed ito ria l com m ent on the 
new developments and the funda­
m ental m eaning o f the c o n flic t be­
tween S ta lin  and h is c a p ita lis t 
a llies; on R ickenhacker’s re p o rt 
on the USSR; on the Canadian 
labo r election v ic to ries , etc.

S ingle copies o f the F .I. sel fo r  
20 cents; a ye a rly  subscrip tion 
costs $.2. O rder fro m  Business 
M anager, 116 U n iv e rs ity  PL, New 
Y o rk  3, iN. Y .

Los Angeles Branch 
Holds Meeting On Italy

LOS A N G E LE S , Sept. 12— The 
Los Angeles Branch o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  held a 
public ra l ly  in  connection w ith  
the surrender o f Badog lio ’s gov­
ernm ent to the A llie s . T h ir ty  
workers attended the m eeting 
held a t 232 South H il l  S treet. 
Janet Bowers and C. Thomas 
were the speakers.

Both speakers stressed the d ire  
plight, of the Ita lia n  masses in  
th e ir  struggle fo r peace and free­
dom. Janet Bowers warned th a t 
the experience in  S ic ily  under 
the AMGOT was a preview  to 
the Ita lia n  workers of “ w hat is 
in  store fo r them when I ta ly  is 
occupied by the A llie s .”  She con­
cluded by po in tin g  out tha t on ly 
the strugg le fo r the Socialist 
U n ited  States of Europe could 
b ring  peace to the Ita lia n  people 
and to the rest of Europe.

C. Thomas dw elt on the urgent 
need of b u ild in g  tire pro le ta rian  
pa rty  as an indispensable precon­
d itio n  fo r the success of the I ta l­
ian and European struggle. He 
pointed out th a t the existence of 
such a pa rty  in  Czarist Russia 
in  1917 and its  absence in  the 
rest o f Europe and Asia spelled 
the d iffe rence between the v ic to r­
ious October re vo lu tion  and 
the long t ra in  o f defeats suffered

by the w o rk ing  class in  s im ila r  
and ob jective ly  even more fav­
orable s itua tions in  other coun­
tries..

The T ro ts k y is t movement, he 
pointed out, alone embodies “ a ll 
the lessons of the v ic to rious  Oc­
tober revo lu tion  as w e ll as the 
lessons of the subsequent defeats 
of the w o rk in g  class outside of 
Russia." He predicted th a t the 
Ita lia n  masses together w ith  a ll 
the oppressed w il l  ra lly  to th is  
program, the on ly one th a t o f­
fers a way out of the b lind  a lley 
of im p e ria lis t wars, decay and re­
action.

The collection amounted to 
$26.5.1. The m eeting closed w ith  
the s ing ing of the In ternationa le .
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B v A lb e r t  P a rk e r

The Four Freedoms At Home
The F our Freedoms have been 

taking- a te rr ib le  b a tte rin g  
abroad —  in Ind ia , N o rth  A fr ic a , 
S ic ily , etc. How  are these fre e ­
doms m ak ing  out a t home ? The 
fo llo w in g  item s culled fro m  the 
N egro  press w il l  supp ly a general 
idea o f the s itua tion !

*  *  *

In  fasc is t G erm any the Jewish 
oppressed m in o r ity  was made to 
w ear a ye llow  s ta r so they  could 
more e ffec tive ly  be singled out 
fo r  d iscrim ina tion . I t  used to be 
said th a t Negroes were able to 
escape th is  degradation in  the 
U n ited  States because m ost o f 
them  were recognizable by th e ir  
da rke r color as Negroes.

B ut now in Sandersville, Ga., 
the ch ie f o f police has announced 
th a t a ll Negro men and women 
over the age o f 1G m ust ca rry  
iden tifica tion  badges in d ica ting  
the name o f th e ir  em ployer and 
(h e ir w o rk  schedule —  o r else 
face arrest and prosecution. The 
order does not apply to  whites.

* * *
W hen a W orkers ’ and F arm ers ’ 

Government is established in th is  
country , we w i l l  p robab ly  have 
our f irs t  op p o rtu n ity  to learn the 
fu l l  s to ry  o f how the Negro sol­
diers were J im  Crowed in  W orld  
W a r I I  and how the soldiers 
fo u g h t back against it .  There is 
good reason to  believe th a t the 
fu l l  account is much longer (and 
b loodie r) than m ost people sus­
pect. M eanwhile, however, we 
have to  depend p r im a r ily  on w hat 
the Negro press is able to  d is­
cover, o f w h ich the fo llo w in g  is 
a typ ica l exam ple:

S ix  Southern N egro soldiers 
fro m  Camp M ’Cain, M iss., have 
been found g u ilty  o f f ir in g  shots 
fro m  Garand r if le s  a t the town 
o f Duck H ill on J u ly  5. They 
have a lready been sent to federal 
p rison  a t F o r t  Leavenw orth , to 
serve sentence fro m  10 to  15 
years a t hard  labor. C ourt-m ar­
t ia l o f seven o the r soldiers fac ing 
the same charges were scheduled 
to  be held la s t week.

The basic, cause? The resent­
ment o f (he soldiers against the 
J im  Crow trea tm en t o f the local 
c iv ilia n s  and the segregated set­
up in the arm y.

*  *  *
B u t the  W a r D epartm ent 

stands pa t on a rm y segregation. 
A c tin g  W ar Secretary John J. 
M cCloy in fo rm ed the N A A C P  
la s t week th a t the oft-m ade re ­
quest fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f a m ix ­
ed u n it in  the  A rm y  has again 
been rejected as “ inadvisable.”

sf: sjc

A nd  the W AC, despite repeated 
pro tests by N egro  and labo r o r­
ganizations, has set up an a ll- 
N egro ba tta lio n  a t F o r t  Des 
Moines, la .

* * *
Local 629, In te rn a tio n a l Union 

o f M ine, M il l and S m elter W o rk ­
ers, CIO, o f Las Vegas, New , has 
asked the F a ir  E m ploym ent 
Practices Com m ittee to  end em­
ployer-sponsored provocations de­
signed to arouse race antagon­
ism s a t Basic M agnesium  Inc.

Union o ffic ia ls  charge tha t the 
company is reso rting  to  a ll kinds 
o f devices to d iv ide (he workers 
and to  tu rn  them against the un­
ion, which won an N L R B  election 
but has s t i l l  not received co llect­
ive ba rga in ing  rig h ts .

The company is accused o f re ­
fus ing  to  h ire  more Negroes; o r­
de ring  forem en to  fire  Negroes 
a t the s ligh tes t in fra c tio n  o f rules 
and to replace them  w ith  w h ite  
w orkers ; pay ing  Negroes low er 
wages than  w h ites fo r  the same 
w o rk ; proposing to  segregate N e­
groes in  the p lan t and in  the ad­
jo in in g  labo r camp, etc.

*  >f*. *

“ A  colonel w en t to  the U n iv e r­
s ity  o f M ary land  recently to  ad­
dress the fa c u lty  and others in  
reference to  a course o f in s tru c ­
tion  the u n iv e rs ity  was in s t i tu t ­
in g  fo r  a rm y  students. When 
he had completed h is exp lanation 
o f the course to  the fa cu lty , one 
o f its  members asked the colonel 
i f  Negro a rm y  students were go-, 
in g  to  be adm itted  to  it .  The 
colonel rep lied w ith  a leering 
sm ile, ‘No. We don’t have enough 
trees around here to hang ’em 
from .

“ Then the colonel gu ffaw ed 
along w ith  some o f the fa c u lty  
members, who tho ugh t th a t the 
h igh a rm y  o ffice r had made a 
good and appropria te  crack about 
Negroes . . . ”  (E d ito r ia l in 
N. Y. Am sterdam  News, Sept. 11).

* * *
I t  is now 27 m onths since the 

establishm ent o f the F a ir  E m ­
ploym ent Practices Committee. 
T h is  week th a t body is scheduled 
to begin its  open hearings in  
W ashington on d isc rim ina tion  
ag'ainst Negroes on the ra ilroads. 
I t  was over th is  same issue th a t 
the FEPC  was blow n up a year 
ago. None o f the Negro papers 
is too hopefu l about the outcome 
o f the hearings. -  T h e ir a ttitud e  
seems to be: W a it and see.

5}C * %

The m ayor o f W altersboro , S.C., 
denied las t week th a t the sale o f 
Negro papers had been banned in  
the c ity  and a t the a rm y  a ir  base 
tw o m iles away. B u t a repre­
sen tative o f one o f the Negro pa­
pers ins is ts  th a t the tow n ’s police 
ch ie f took h im  before the m ayor 
who sa id :

“  You know be tte r than to t r y  
to sell such a damn newspaper as 
th is  around here. I ’ve been t r y ­
ing to keep these w h ite  fo lks  o f f
you n---------- s’ necks bu t the f irs t
th in g  you know  they 're  gonna 
have you s trung  up on one o f 
these trees. Since these damn 
Yankee soldiers have been com ing 
down here, they’ve been p u ttin g  
hell in  you. I  don’ t  want another 
one o f these dam n n----------  pa­
pers sold around here. I  mean 
t h a t  too.”  (A fro -A m e rica n , 
Sept. 11).

W hatever the s itua tion  is in  
W altersboro , i t  is  a fa c t th a t many 
a rm y camps in  the South have 
discouraged i f  no t p roh ib ited  the 
sale o f m il ita n t  Negro papers.

_____ P IO N E E R  P A R A G R A P H S  _________________

DEMOCRACIES HELPED TO PUT 
HANGMAN HITLER IN POWER

_ _ ____________  B y Leon T ro ts k y  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

No less a lie  is the slogan of 
a w a r fo r  democracy against Fas­
cism. As i f  the w orkers  have 
fo rg o tte n  th a t the B r it is h  govern­
m ent helped H it le r  and his hang­
m an’s crew gain' power! The im ­
p e r ia lis t democracies are in re a l­
i t y  the greatest aristocracies in  
h is to ry . Eng land, France, H o l­
land, Belg ium  rest on the enslav­
ement o f colon ia l peoples. The 
democracy o f the U n ited  States 
rests upon the seizure o f the vast 
w ea lth  o f an en tire  continent. A ll  
the e ffo rts  o f these “ democracies”  
are directed tow ard the preserva­
t io n  o f th e ir  p riv ileged  position.

A  considerable po rtion  of the 
w a r burden is unloaded by im per­
ia lis t  democracies onto th e ir  col­
onies. The slaves are obliged to 
fu rn is h  blood and go ld in  order 
to  insure the p o ss ib ility  o f th e ir  
m asters rem a in ing  slaveholders. 
The sm all ca p ita lis t democracies 
w ith ou t colonies are sa te llites of 
the g rea t em pires and glean a 
po rtion  o f th e ir  colon ia l p ro fits . 
The ru l in g  classes o f these' states 
are ready to renounce democracy 
a t any m om ent in order to pres­
erve th e ir  p riv ileges . . .

The w a r has no t ha lted the 
process of the transfo rm a tion  of 
democracies in to  reactionary  d ic­
ta to rsh ips  b u t on the con tra ry  is 
c a rry in g  th is  process to its  con­
clusion before ou r ve ry  eyes.

W ith in  every cou n try  as w e ll 
as on the w orld  arena, the war 
strengthened im m edia te ly  the 
m ost reactionary  groups and in ­
s titu tio ns . The general s ta ffs , 
those nests o f B on ap a rtis t cons­
p iracy, the m a lign an t dens o f the 
police, the gangs o f h ired  pa­
tr io ts , the churches o f a ll creeds 
arc im m ed ia te ly  pushed to the 
fo re fro n t. The Papal C ourt, the 
foca l po in t o f obscurantism  and 
hatred am ong men, is being wooed 
fro m  a ll sides, especially by the 
P ro testan t P resident Roosevelt. 
M a te ria l and s p ir itu a l decline a l­
ways b rings in  its  wake police 
oppression and an increased de­
mand fo r  the opium  o f re lig ion .

(F ro m  Pages 12-13, “ M anifesto 
o f the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l on 
the Im p e ria lis t War* and the P ro­
le ta rian  R evolu tion ,”  1910, 48
pages, 10 cents. O rder from  P io­
neer Publishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  
P l„  New Y ork  3, N . Y .)

Traditions And Heritage Of 
The Fourth International

B y W illia m  F. W arde

This month marks the fifth anniversary of the founding of 
the Fourth International, World Party of the Socialist Revolu- 
ti<5n.

The Fourth International grew out of the fight led by- 
Trotsky against the degeneration of the Third International. Its 
basic cadres were recruited and its principled program established 
through ten years of struggle for unfalsified Bolshevism within 
the ranks of the Communist workers in the Soviet Union and 
throughout the world.

The main lines of division occurred over the defense of 
socialism against the nationalist^
theory o f "socialism in a single 
country”  first advanced by 
Stalin in 1924. These funda­
mental theoretical differences 
asserted ihemselves in a series 
of vital issues involving the 
development of the Soviet 
Union and the revolutionary 
struggle of the world working 
class against capitalism.

M ost im p o rtan t o f these issues 
were the s trugg le  against bur 
eaucratism  and fo r  w orkers ’ de 
m ocracy; the s trugg le  against the 
opportun is t economic po licy o f 
S ta lin -B ucharin  and fo r  planned 
in d u s tria liza tio n  and correct re la ­
tions w ith  the peasantry w ith in  
the Soviet U n ion ; and the s tru g ­
gle fo r  a consistent revo lu tiona ry  
po licy in  Germany, China, and 
England against the opportun is t 
dnd adven tu ris t policies and ac­
tions o f the predom inant S ta lin is t 
clique.

T he  L e ft  O p p o s itio n
From  1923 to  1933 the T ro ts k y is t 

O pposition worked to  re fo rm  the 
Com intern. I t  f ir s t  proclaim ed 
the heed fo r  a new In te rn a tion a l 
in  1933 fo llo w in g  the cap itu la ­
tion  to  fascism  by the  .German 
Com m unist P a rty , the strongest 
section o f the S ta lin ized In te rn a ­
tion a l outside the Soviet Union. 
F ive  m ore years o f p repa ra to ry  
organ iza tiona l w o rk  and propag­
anda preceded the launching o f the 
New In te rn a tion a l. The Spanish 
revo lu tion, the French events, 
the Moscow tr ia ls , the fig h t a- 
g'ainst fascism  and the prepara­
tions o f the im p e ria lis ts  fo r  the 
Second W orld  W ar fu r th e r  ex­
posed the reac tiona ry  character 
o f the e x is tin g  in te rna tiona ls .

These five years o f s trugg le  
fo r  the ideas “’ o f  revo lu tiona ry  
socialism  also added to  the move­
m ent fo r  the  F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l the best p ro le ta rian  ele­
ments who had broken w ith  the 
Second and T h ird  In te rn a tion a ls  
or had rem ained independent o f 
them . On September 3, 1938 
th ir ty  delegates m et in  P aris  to 
raise the banner o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l. These delegates 
represented eleven countries —  
the Soviet Union, the U n ited 
•States, France, G reat B rita in , 
Germany, I ta ly , L a tin  Am erica, 
Poland, Belg ium , H o lland and 
Greece.

Tasks o f  the  Congress
A  num ber o f o ther organ iza­

tions, a lthough unable fo r  various 
reasons to send delegates, were 
nevertheless pledged to the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l: Mexico, C u b a ,  
Puerto Rico, B ra z il, Colombia, 
A rge n tin a , Peru, Chile, China, In - 
do-China, U n ion o f. South A fr ic a , 
A us tra lia , Spain, N o rw ay, A us­
tr ia ,  Czechoslovakia, Denm ark, 
Canada, S w itze rland and sm alle r 
groupings in o ther countries.

F rom  its  f ir s t  hour the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l has been rooted in 
every con tinent and in  alm ost 
every im p o rta n t country. Espe­
c ia lly  s ig n ifica n t were the strong 
sections o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l in  the p rin c ip a l colonial 
a n d  sem i-colonial countries: 
China, Indo-China, South A m e r­
ica, and la te r  Ind ia  and Ceylon. 
The o rgan iza tion  and p rogram  of 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l welds 
toge ther the w orkers in  the ad­
vanced countries and in  the  colo­
nies in  jo in t  s tragg le  against im ­
peria lism .

The p rinc ipa l task o f the. 
Founding Congress was to adopt 
a program  based upon the ac­
cum ulated experiences o f the 
theoretica l, po litica l and o rgan­
iza tiona l s trugg les o f the in te rn ­
a tiona l labor movement. T h is  
program , en titled  “ The Death 
Agony o f C apita lism  and the 
Tasks o f the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tion a l,”  sum m arized 'the d r iv in g  
forces o f the im p e ria lis t epoch; 
called fo r  unconditiona l defense 
o f the Soviet U n ion against im ­
p e ria lis t a tta ck ; and presented a 
system o f trans ition a l demands 
which could m obilize the masses 
in  a revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  fo r  
Socialism.

The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l p ro ­
ceeded fro m  the outset upon the 
basis o f a rounded p rogram  of 
in te rna tiona l s tra teg y  to guide 
the ac tiv itie s  o f its  na tiona l sec­
tions. I t  was able to  do so, on ly 
because i t  stood upon the should­
ers and p ro fited  by  the achieve­
ments o f its  fo rerunners.

D em ocra tic  C en tra lism
The Congress also adopted o r­

gan iza tiona l s tatutes and a s truc­
t u r e  in  accordance w ith  its  revo­

lu tio n a ry  M a rx is t p rogram  and 
the p rinc ip les  o f dem ocratic cen­
tra lism . I t  accepted tw o  theses, 
one on “ The W ar in  the F a r E a s t”  
and the o ther on “ The W orld  
Role o f A m erican Im p e ria lism ”  
which have the m ost v ita l bear­
in g  upon present-day develop­
ments. I t  passed a num ber o f 
reso lu tions on special o rgan iza­
tiona l questions in vo lv in g  the 
French, Canadian, E ng lish , Greek, 
Polish and M exican sections.

The firs t action o f the Congress 
was" to  salute the  liv in g  m arty rs  
and heroic dead o f the F ou rth  In ­
te rna tiona l and to send greetings 
to  the figh te rs  in Spain against 
F ranco -H itle r-M usso lin i. A lthough  
young, the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l 
counted many v ic tim s  o f ca p ita l­
is t and to ta lita r ia n  repression. 
I ts  revo lu tiona ry  m ilita n ts  had 
fa lle n  under the bu lle ts  o f Franco 
in  Spain; under the executioner’s 
axe in  Germany and A us tria . 
They had su ffe red  the blows of 
d ic ta to rsh ip  in  Greece, B raz il, 
Poland, China and Indo-China. 
They had been m urdered by S ta l­
in is t assassins in  the USSR, in

“ P ro le ta ria n s  o f  b o th  hem isphe res! T he  F irs t 
In te rn a tio n a l gave you  a p ro g ra m  an ti a banner. 
T he  Second In te rn a tio n a l ra ised the  w idest mass­
es to  th e ir  fee t. T he  T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l gave the 
exam ple  o f  re v o lu t io n a ry  a c tion . T h e  F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l w i l l  b r in g  f in a l v ic to r y ! ”

— From  “ A n Appea l o f the In te rn a tio n a l Com m unists to  
the W orkers o f the W orld ,”  the ca ll fo r  the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l issued by the In te rn a tio n a l S ecre taria t, League o f Com­
m u n is t-In te rna tion a lis ts . Geneva, M arch, 1934.

Spain, in  China, S w itzerland and 
France. On the eve o f the Found­
in g  Congress Leon Sedov, T ro t ­
sky ’s son, and R udo lf E lem ent, 
secre tary o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Bureau, had been m urdered in  
P aris  by S ta lin ’s GPU.

T ro ts k y  the  F o u n d e r
The Congress sent greetings to 

Leon T ro tsky , organ izer o f the 
October insurrection , founder o f 
the Red A rm y , fo rem ost continu- 
a to r o f M arx ism  since Le n in ’s 
death and founder o f the F ou rth  
In te rn a tion a l. T ro ts k y  was to 
fa l l  v ic tim  to  the  S ta lin is t as­
sassin tw o years la te r. These 
he ro -m arty rs  are exem plars o f 
the unbreakable w ill and devotion 
to the cause o f socialism  an im a t­
in g  the ranks o f the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tiona l.

W ars and revo lu tions provide 
the supreme tests fo r  o rgan iza­
tions contending fo r  the leader­
ship o f the w o rk ing  class. The 
Founding Congress m et d u rin g

the M unich parleys which, ac­
cord ing to Cham berla in, assured 
“ peace in our tim e .”  The deleg 
ates issued a m anifesto w a rn ing  
the workers, explo ited and colon 
ia l peoples o f the inev itab le  new 
w orld  s laugh te r and sum m oning 
them  to s trugg le  against im p e r­
ia lism , its  wars and its  agents.

Second W o rld  W a r
When the w a r broke out a yeai 

la te r, a ll the sections o f th t 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l unw avering­
ly  pursued the same po licy  oi 
irreconcilab le  opposition to  im ­
pe ria lism  and its  w a r and con­
tinued  to educate the working 
class in  the s p ir it  o f in te rna tiona  
s o lid a r ity  and revo lu tiona ry  clasf 
s tragg le . The Second and Th ird  
In te rna tiona ls , converted intc 
cyn ica l agencies o f im p eria lism  in 
the labo r movement, com pletely 
collapsed in  the face o f these 
g re a t events. The im p e ria lis t
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The Allies And Their 
Real Program For Italy
W H A T  TO DO W IT H  IT A L Y , by Gaetano Sal- 

vem ini and George La Piann. D ue ll, Sloan and 
Pearce, 1943. 295 pages. $2.75.

This book has been released the same week th a t 
the Badoglio governm ent surrendered to  the 
A llies . The problem  o f “ w ha t to  do w ith  I ta ly ”  
has indeed become a b u rn in g  question o f the  day.-

The m anuscrip t its e lf  was w r itte n  several 
m onths p r io r  to the do w n fa ll o f M usso lin i. The 
sweep o f , events is so grea t, the changes on the 
po jj^ ica l scene so rap id , th a t m any pa rts  o f the 
book already read like  a h is to ry  te x t  o r la s t 
yea r’s newspapers.

The fundam enta l analysis o f the  book, however, 
re ta ins  a ll o f its  in te re s t and as a m a tte r o f 
fa c t is fu r th e r  verified  by the un fo ldm ent o f 
A ng lo -A m erican  po licy  a fte r  the rem oval o f M us­
solin i. The authors, bo th professors o f h is to ry  
a t H a rva rd  U n iv e rs ity , are obviously: w e ll-  
in fo rm ed men who fo llo w  the press w ith  a g rea t 
deal o f care and a tten tion .

A  Scath ing  In d ic tm e n t
T h is  book— i f  one judges by the facts w h ich  i t  

presents and no t the sighs o f its  authors, th e ir  
com pla ints, th e ir  hopes, hom ilies and lectures 
on democracy and jus tice— constitu tes a scath ing 
ind ic tm en t o f the policies and w a r aim s o f both 
the B r it is h  and U. S. governm ents. The exposure 
o f the d ip lom atic  ac tiv itie s  o f the tw o  govern­
ments is an a n n ih ila tin g  re fu ta tio n  o f the “ demo­
c ra tic ”  pretences o f the A llie s . The analysis f u r ­
th e r establishes th a t A ng lo -A m erican  po licy in  
I ta ly  has not been im provised a t the la s t moment, 
is  not based on tem po ra ry  decisions made by the  
m il ita ry  commanders in  the fie ld, b u t is ra th e r 
the cold, calculated, and prearranged po licy o f 
Roosevelt and C hurch ill.

Before dealing w ith  th is  aspect o f the book, 
however, i t  is necessary to  describe how in te rn a ­
tio n a l cap ita lism  hailed the rise  o f M usso lin i to  
power and did eve ry th in g  i t  could to  bo ls ter h is 
regim e. The book te lls  how in  E ng land and the 
U . S., bankers, business men, law yers, judges, 
professors, po litic ians , C atholic Church leader^, 
etc., etc., a ll jo ined in one trem endous chorus to 
laud to  the skies the man who smashed “ com­
m unism .”

K a lin  A n d  M u sso lin i
O tto H . Kahn, head o f the g re a t W a ll S tree t 

bank ing  house o f Kuhn, Loeb and Co. sta ted in  
1923: “ The c red it fo r  hav ing  b rough t th is  g re a t 
change in I ta ly  and w ith o u t bloodshed belongs 
to a g re a t man, beloved and revered in  h is own

country. . . l ie  is no enemy o f lib e rty . Ho is 
no -d icta tor in  the gene ra lly  understood sense o f 
the  w ord . , I  fee l ce rta in  th a t Am erican cap ita l 
invested in  I ta ly  w i l l  f in d  sa fe ty, encouragement, 
o p p o rtu n ity  and rew ard .”

Side by side w ith  Kahn w en t D r. N icholas M u r­
ra y  B u tle r, P resident o f Colum bia U n iv e rs ity  and 
a w inne r o f the Nobel P rize  fo r  Peace. D r. B u t­
le r, who boasted o f his fr ien dsh ip  fo r  M usso lin i 
announced th a t “ i t  was safe to p red ic t th a t ju s t 
as C rom w ell made modern Eng land, so M usso lin i 
would m ake modern I ta ly ”  and th a t “ fascism  js 
a fo rm  o f governm ent o f the ve ry  f ir s t  o rder o f 
excellence.”

M a tle o tt i’ s M u rd e r
The Am erican, C atholic h ie ra rchy was fro m  the 

f irs t  lavish in  its  pra ise o f M usso lin i and the fa s ­
c is t regim e. The statem ent o f C ard ina l O ’Connell 
is ty p ic a l o f hundreds made by a ll sorts o f d ig n i­
ta ries  o f the C atholic Church. In  accepting a 
fasc is t decoration in  1926, C ard ina l O’Connell 
s ta ted : “ M usso lin i is  a genius in the fie ld o f gov­
ernm ent, g iven to  I ta ly  By God.”

The pra ise o f M usso lin i and the support o f his 
bloody reg im e was, i f  any th ing , even m ore ec­
s ta tic  in  England. The authors re la te  th a t:  “ A t  
the tim e  o f the cris is  b rough t about by  the M a t- 
te o tt i m urder, w h ile  I ta ly  was seething -with in ­
d igna tion  and Fascism was on the verge o f ru in , 
the E ng lish  fo re ig n  m in is te r, S ir  Austen Cham­
berla in  in December 1924, made the move o f pay­
ing  an o ffic ia l v is it  to  the Duce. I t  was the  f irs t  
tim e th a t such a d ig n ita ry  o f the E ng lish  gov­
ernm ent had ever condescended to  pay such a 
com plim ent to  I ta ly .  The E ng lish  m in is te r rushed 
osten ta tious ly  to  shake the hand o f the Duce 
which was a t th a t moment, in  the  op in ion o f the 
Ita lia n s , w e t w ith  M a tte o tt i’s blood.”

M organ  A m i M u sso lin i
The authors o m it another inc iden t: One year 

la te r  the M usso lin i reg im e faced another cris is  
b rough t on by the desperate financ ia l s itua tion . 
Thereupon a consortium  o f Am erican bankers 
headed by J. P. M organ, on beha lf o f the Ita lia n  
governm ent, floa ted  a loan o f $100,000,000 which 
enabled M usso lin i to  s tab ilize  the  l i r a  and to  
w eather the crisis.

C hurch ill, procla im ed in  an in te rv ie w  granted 
in  January 1927 th a t “ I f  I  were an Ita lia n , I  
would don the fasc is t black s h ir t.”  In  1931, he 
again voiced his adm ira tion  fo r  “ the m onum ental 
w o rk  o f M usso lin i.”  S t il l  la te r in  September 1938 
C h u rch ill exto lled M usso lin i as s tand ing fa r  
above W ashington and C rom well. He praised the 
Ita lia n  K in g  fo r  hav ing  recognized and accepted 
Fascism.

I t  is w e ll to rem em ber these fac ts  when capi­
ta lis t  po litic ian s  ta lk  about the c rim ina ls  respon­
sible fo r  fascism .

W r it in g  in  the e a rly  p a r t  o f 1943, the authors 
find th a t:  “ A s fa r  as the A m erican pub lic  can 
judge fro m  w h a t has leaked ou t about the plans 
being secre tly and d iscree tly  concocted in  h igh  
circles, ou r d ip lom ats in  W ash ing ton are deter­
m ined to supp lant M usso lin i w ith  an Ita lia n  
D a rlan  o r Petain. . . I f  such a plan is ca rried  
out, the  Savoy m onarchy w i l l  rem a in  as a g u a r­
antee against any rad ica l revo lu tion . A  coa lition  
o f fo rm e r leaders, the b ig  business men and c le r i­
cals supported by the V a tican , would take up the 
governm ent o f the cou n try  under the pro tection  
o f the A m erican and English! arm ies o f occupa­
tion . Some o f the  extrem e fasc is t laws would be 
abolished, some concessions would be made to  
save the  face o f the democracies, and the new 
reg im e would, to a ll appearances, be ha iled as a
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Support Of Zionism Leads 
Only Into A Blind Alley

B y M . M o rr is o n

The ex te rm ina tion  by the 
Nazis o f three m illio n  Jews in 
Europe, by s ta rva tion , forced la ­
bor under the m ost adverse con­
ditions, shooting and by gas in 
le tha l chambers ( I  accept the re ­
ports o f these a troc ities, a lthough 
they seem incred ib le) has s tirre d  
the Jews th roughou t the w o rld  
as they have never been s tirred  
before. There are about three 
m illio n  Jews s t i l l  le f t  in  N az i- 
contro lled Europe and to  save 
them  the A m erican and E ng lish  
Jews are m ak ing  f ra n t ic  ap­
peals to th e ir  governm ents.

F o r the im m edia te re lie f o f the 
to rtu re d  Jews under Nazi dom i­
na tion  i t  is proposed th a t they 
be pe rm itte d  to en te r the U n ited  
States, Eng land and Palestine. 
F o r the u ltim a te  solution o f the 
Jew ish problem  the Z ion is t hope 
o f a Jew ish state in  Palestine is 
being accepted by an ever g re a t­
e r num ber o f Jews. F o r the f irs t  
tim e  in  the h is to ry  o f Am erican 
Je w ry  an Am erican Jetvish Con­
ference, recen tly  held in  New  
Y o rk , o ff ic ia lly  adopted a Z ion is t 
reso lu tion. I t  is obvious th a t 
H it le r  has become the greatest 
re c ru ite r fo r  the cause o f Z ionism .

A s fa r  as the cam paign fo r 
asylum  is concerned, re vo lu tion ­
ary  M a rx is ts  w ill support i t  
whole-hearted ly. I  m ust adm it 
th a t I  see no great hope in  th is  
cam paign fo r  the desperate E u ro ­
pean Jews. The dem ocratic cap i­
ta lis t governm ents are prepared 
to o ffe r  reso lutions o f sym pathy 
and to arrange conferences to  d is­
cuss the s itua tion  bu t are no t at 
a ll ready to  open th e ir  doors. 
The pressure o f pow erfu l - a n ti- 
Sem itic and a n ti- im m ig ra tio n  

-groups is too  g re a t fo r  those 
leaders in  the c a p ita lis t democ­
racies who m ig h t approve g ra n t­
in g  asylum  to  a ll those who are 
persecuted by  the Nazis fo r  r e l i­
gious o r p o lit ic a l reasons. These 
leaders are a fte r  a ll po litic ians  
and no t hum an itarians.

The sw ing  towards po litica l 
Z ionism  is  in its e lf  an ind ica tion
th a t the Jew ish people do not 
have g re a t confidence t h a t  
tha t a v ic to ry  o f the cap ita lis t 
democracies w il l  solve the Jew ish 
problem. #I f  th e y  had such con­
fidence they  would h a rd ly  look to 
Z ionism  fo r  a solution because 
the vast m a jo r ity  are no t a t a ll 
imbued w ith  a desire to  create 
a Hebrew cu ltu re . I f  pe rm itted , 
they  would be p e rfe c tly  w i ll in g  to  
live  and w o rk  in  the countries 
where they  now find themselves. 
The t ru th  is th a t the Jews, w ith  
the exception o f a few w ealthy 
die-hards, fee l th a t ca p ita lis t de­
mocracy does not assure them any 
degree o f sa fe ty  and alm ost in ­
s t in c tiv e ly  they grasp a t the idea 
o f c rea ting  a s ta le  o f th e ir  own 
in Palestine as a safeguard a- 
gainst. a rep e titio n  o f w hat has 
happened to them under H itle r .

In  th is  lack o f confidence in  
the a b ility  o f a v ic to ry  o f the 
ca p ita lis t democracies to solve the 
Jew ish problem , the  Jew ish 
masses are com ple te ly jus tified . 
They do no t understand th a t 
ca p ita lis t democracy its e lf  has 
entered in to  a period o f decay 
w ith o u t hope o f be ing revived 
fo r  any considerable leng th  o f 
tim e ; the y  do no t understand the 
theoretica l reasons fo r  th e ir  
p lig h t. B u t they see su ffic ien t 
evidence around them  to  become 
convinced th a t th e ir  fu tu re  is in ­
deed dark.

F o r in the  U n ited  States and in 
G reat B r ita in , the tw o  m ost pow­
e rfu l c a p ita lis t democracies, a n ti- 
Sem itism  is cons tan tly  g row ing  
and becoming more v iru le n t. T h is  
is the considered judgm en t o f a ll 
observers. In  sp ite  o f the  fa c t 
th a t the  Jews as a whole consti­
tu te  one o f the m ost p a tr io t ic  sec­
tions o f the popu lation o f these 
countries, an ti-S em itism  is g row ­
ing. And i t  is  ascerta in as any­
th in g  can be certa in  th a t w ith  a 
v ic to ry  o f the c a p ita lis t democ­
racies, the hatred and fea r o f the 
Jew w il l  spread. U nder the im ­
pact o f adverse economic condi­
tions the demagogues w il l  have 
th e ir  hey-day and the fee ling  o f 
an im osity  tow ard the Jew w ill 
be whipped in to  a frenzy. The 
very fac t tha t the Jews sup­
ported the w a r so lo y a lly  w ill be 
used against them. The demago­
gues w ill do th e ir  m ig h tie s t to 
place the blam e fo r  the w ar on 
them.

& -if. *

The task  o f revo lu tiona ry  M a rx ­
is ts  is to  exp la in  to  the Jew ish 
people, th a t p o lit ic a l Z ion ism  can 
lead on ly  in to  a b lind  a lley. L e t 
us assume the correctness o f the 
estim ate o f the  m ost op tim is tic  
Z ion ists to  the e ffec t th a t Pales­
tine  can be developed to  a po in t 
where i t  can fu rn is h  a home fo r  
seven o r e igh t m illio n  Jews. N e­
cessarily  th is  w i l l  take decades 
i f  n o t several generations. The 
question th a t the  Z ion is ts  fa i l  to 
consider is : w h a t w i l l  happen to 
the c a p ita lis t w o rld  d u rin g  th is  
le ng th y  period?

E ith e r  c a p ita lis t democracy 
w il l  be able to  solve the problem s 
o f m ankind and w ith  them , the  
problem  o f the Jew, in  w h ich  
case on ly  a hand fu l o f Jews w ilt  
be w ill in g  to  leave the countries 
where they are res id ing ; o r capi­
talist. democracy w i l l  be unable 
to  solve any o f the problem s con­
fro n t in g  h u m a n ity  and conse­
quen tly  ( le av in g  ou t fo r  the  
m om ent the v a r ia n t o f successful 
soc ia lis t revo lu tions) economic 
d is location, fascism , w a r and 
an ti-S em itism  are inev itab le  and 
the po ss ib ility  o f bu ild in g  up 
Palestine under such conditions 
is excluded. A  long period o f 
peace and p ro sp e rity  is required 
fo r  the economic developm ent o f 
Palestine and i t  is  ju s t th is  th a t 
cap ita lism , in  its  period o f decay, 
can no longer fu rn ish . W hereas 
the tendency o f the Jew ish people 
to  accept Palestine as a so lu tion 
fo r  its  prob lem  is la rg e ly  p red i­
cated on the fee lin g  th a t cap i­
ta lis t  democracy is  unable tb  
solve the Jew ish problem , the 
Z io n is t hope can be fu lf il le d  on ly  
on the hypothesis th a t c a p ita lis t 
democracy is s t i l l  capable o f 
b r in g in g  peace and progress ttf  
m ankind.

*  *  *

A fa r  more serious objection tb  
po litica l Z ion ism  from  the po in t 
o f view  o f revo lu tiona ry  M a rx ism  
is (hat i t  re lies on the im p e ria lis t 
nations fo r  the fu lf il lm e n t o f its  
program  and consequently i t  
serves im peria lism  as a too l, 
a rousing antagonism  among the 
A rab  colon ia l peoples.

I t  m ay be argued th a t the ex­
trem e Z ion is ts  are w ill in g  to  f ig h t 
B r it is h  im p e ria lism  fo r  the r ig h t  
to establish Palestine as a Jew­
ish state. The case o f the tw b  
Jews now be ing tr ie d  in  Pales­
tine  by the B r it is h  au tho ritie s  fo r  
gun -runn ing  can be cited as evid­
ence th a t m any Z ion ists are w i l l ­
ing  to  take up arm s no t on ly  
aga inst the A rabs b u t even a- 
ga inst the B r it is h . A t  the present 
m om ent B r it is h  im peria lism  is  
qu ite  cool to  Z ion ism  and hence 
the extrem e Z ion is ts  have been 
placed in  a position where they  
m ust s trugg le  aga inst B r it is h  
im peria lism , hoping fo r  the sup­
p o rt o f A m erican im peria lism . 
E ssen tia lly , however, the  s tra g ­
gle o f the Z ion is ts  aga inst B r i t ­
ish im p e ria lism  is no t the s tra g ­
gle o f a colon ia l people against 
an im p e ria lis t m aster bu t o f a 
group dem anding the r ig h t  to  be 
the exclusive too l o f th a t im p e ri­
a lism .

I t  goes w ith o u t saying th a t we 
would fig h t fo r  the r ig h t  o f per­
secuted Jews to  m ig ra te  to Pales­
tine . Above a ll m ust A rab  revo­
lu tion is ts  f ig h t fo r  th a t r ig h t.  
B u t th a t is  a d iffe re n t question 
fro m  th a t o f es tab lish ing  a Jew­
ish state in  Palestine. The Jew­
ish people m ust accept the fa c t 
th a t the re  is  an A rab  co lon ia l 
w orld  and th a t the A rabs consti­
tu te  the m a jo r ity  o f the popula­
tion  in Palestine. The appeal o f 
the Jew ish people to be pe rm itte d  
to  m ig ra te  to  Palestine m ust be 
made to  the Arabs on such a basis 
tTiat the  la tte r  w i l l  c le a rly  under­
stand th a t p e rm ittin g  Jews in  
Palestine w i l l  b r in g  n o t a too l o f 
im p e ria lism  bu t an a lly  in  the  
s tragg le  aga inst im peria lism . So 
long as the Jews depend on the 
B a lfo u r declaration and no t on 
w inn ing  the A rabs to  th e ir  side, 
so long w i l l  Z ion ism  have the 
character o f a too l o f B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lism .

I  do no t c la im  th a t an appeal 
to the A rabs w i l l  im m ed ia te ly  
b r in g  resu lts. B u t i t  w i l l  o rie n t­
ate in  the r ig h t  d irec tion  those 
Jews who are anxious to  establish 
a center in  Palestine.

*  *  *

F or the m illio ns  o f Jews who 
live  and to il in the ca p ita lis t 
countries and w ill in  a ll probab­
i l i t y  no t even see Palestine the 
problem is not to bu ild  a Jew ish 
sta te but a new society in  the  
countries where they find  them ­
selves at present. A  Jew ish 
problem  exists on ly  because the 
problem  o f s a tis fy in g  the needs 
o f the masses lias not been solved. 
H is to ry  ' has made the Jew the 
best possible scapegoat fo r  the 
fa ilu re  o f cap ita lism  to solve thjs 
problem s o f secu rity  and peace. 
I f  the Jew took a lead ing p a rt in  
4he bu ild in g  o f c a p ita l is t  and 
thus helped to  emancipate h im se lf 
from  the ye llow  badge o f the 
feudal ages, he m ust now take a 
leading pa rt in  the s trugg le  fo r  
a socia lis t order, thus avo id ing 
h is ,ow n degradation and the deg­
radation  o f m ankind.
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The Allies And Their 
Real Program For Italy

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by the  gove rnm en t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  un ions . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
a n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

S. F u ll e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t attacks.

7 . A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . T he  defense o f  the  S ov ie t U n io n  
against im p e r ia lis t  a ttack .

Five Years O f The 
4th International

Revolutionary internationalists on both sides of 
the far-flung battle fronts are celebrating this 
month the fifth  anniversary of the founding of the 
Fourth International. Amid the holocaust of the 
Second World War they are inspired by the knowl­
edge that the Marxist thread remains unbroken 
95 years after Marx and Engels first raised the 
revolutionary slogan Working men of a ll coun­
tries, unite.”  They know that the traditions of the 
great October revolution live on in the program and 
activ ity of the Eourth International.

The Second International in its early years uni­
ted broad sections of the European workers in the 
struggle for socialism. But it died a shameful 
death August 4, 1914 when its leaders broke with 
Marxism and betrayed the workers into the hands 
of the warring imperialists. Today only its stinking 
corpse remains to befoul the air of the working 
class movement.

Lenin and Trotsky defended the Marxist pro­
gram against the betrayers of the Second Interna­
tional. Together, they led the Russian masses in 
1917 to a revolutionary triumph which set into 
motion powerful forces that brought about the end 
of the first world blood-bath. Together, they crea­
ted the Third  International to extend the program 
of the October revolution throughout the world.

A fter Lenin’s death in 1924, Stalinism came to 
power in the Soviet Union, and under Stalin the 
Third  International degenerated into a .counter­
revolutionary tool of the Kremlin clique. Now the 
Comintern has been form ally dissolved by Cain- 
Stalin at the very hour when there is the greatest 
need for revolutionary internationalism.

Trotsky rescued many of the best militants from 
the slimy swamp of Stalirysm. Working against 
time he rearmed them with the Marxist-Leninist 
program and taught them how to fight Stalinism 
without losing sight of their revolutionary duty to 
defend the Soviet Union against its capitalist ene­
mies. Before Stalin could drive the murderer’s axe 
into his brain, Trotsky had founded the Fourth 
International to lead the revolutionary workers to 
victory in the struggle for socialism.

Today new October revolutions loom on the 
horizon. The Italian workers are in motion. Eu­
rope is seething with revolt. The colonial masses

are pressing forward. Momentous decisions hang in 
the balance as history moves with lightning speed. 
Nothing less is at stake than the future of human­
ity. Trotsky told us how to meet these events: 

“ To face reality squarely; not to seek the line 
of least resistance; to call things by their right 
names; to speak the tru th  to the masses —  no mat­
ter how bitter it may be; not to fear obstacles; to 
be true in little  things as in big ones; to base one’s 
program on the logic of the class struggle; to be 
bold when the hour for action arrives —  these 
are the rules of the Fourth International.”

The U A W  Convention
All signs point to a sharp faction fight at the 

coming Buffalo convention of the United Auto 
Workers. Reuther and Addcs are both working to 
divert the present faction struggle into a scramble 
for posts and jobs, just as they did at the Buffalo 
convention of 1941.

People are being lined up, not on the basis of 
their attitude to the no-strike pledge, the labor par­
ty or even incentive pay, but on the question of 
whether they favor Addes or Leonard for the post 
of secretary-treasurer. In this way the whole fac­
tion struggle, which at bottom reflects the demands 
of the rank and file for a m ilitant and independent 
union policy, is debased into a clique fight for 
posts and control.

We do not mean to im ply that the question of 
union leadership is of no importance or that the 
convention should not devote a good deal of at­
tention to it. We are saying that the only way this 
question can be dealt with intelligently is for the 
convention first to hammer out tjie program of the 
union. Only then can the delegates properly pro­
ceed to deal with the question of slates and leaders.

A clear presentation at the convention of two 
opposing union programs followed by a democratic 
discussion could only be welcomed by the auto 
delegates. It would serve to clear the atmosphere. 
The convention would clarify the issues in dispute 
and authoritatively establish the w ill of the auto 
membership and the program of the union for the 
coming year.

Unfortunately, the Reuther caucus leaders do not 
have a basically different program from Addes. 
Nor are they building their faction prim arily on 
the basis of a program. As a matter of fact, Reuther 
proposes to the auto workers that they continue 
to tie their fate to Roosevelt and to accept the labor 
policies and leadership of Philip Murray. In this 
he is in complete agreement with Addes.

The men and women back in the shops want the 
auto convention to give an answer to the burning 
problems that confront the labor movement today. 
They want labor to regain its economic and poli­
tical independence. That is the first job that needs 
to be done at the Buffalo convention.

Roosevelt 
And Pearson

By its conduct in the case of columnist Drew 
Pearson, the Roosevelt administration has added 
several ominous pages to its already ominous rec­
ord of infringements upon and violations of the 
freedom of the press.

Pearson, it w ill be recalled, had commented in 
his column upon the anti-Soviet bias of the State 
Department. lie  was thereupon publicly denounced 
by Roosevelt as a “ chronic liar.”  Now it appears 
that Pearson has been denied the right to answer 
this unprecedented attack.

The censorship imposed on Pearson in this in­
stance is of the “ invisible”  variety. The ban comes 
not directly from Washington itself but from Plugh 
Baillie, president of the United Press and of the 
latter’s subsidiary, the United Features Syndicate 
which distributes Pearson’s column to some 600 
newspapers. Not a single one of these papers has 
carried Pearson’s answer. It is reported that Pear­
son has attempted to answer Roosevelt several 
times, but that on each occasion his column has 
been suppressed, and that Hugh Baillie’s orders are 
that Pearson cannot “ reply in any way to the 
Roosevelt-FIuIl charges.”  (PM, Sept. 12.)

But that is not all. The authorities in Wash­
ington have moved against Pearson in a far more 
forthright manner. His telephone has been tapped, 
and his movements are under the supervision of 
the secret police.

To substantiate his charges of wire-tapping, 
Pearson cites the fact that “ several officials who 
had talked to him on the telephone last week had 
been confronted with transcriptions of the conver­
sations by their superiors.”  (N. Y. Post, Sept. 13.) 
4 he agents who have been shadowing him and 
hanging around his house, are identified by Pear­
son as members of Naval intelligence.

The hypocrites in Washington are resorting to 
methods which are not so very different from those 
used by H itle r’s Gestapo.

Pearson’s case is not that of an individual at 
all. It poses the issue of the freedom of the press, 
and of the administration’s entire record in this 
connection. What does this record show?

It shows that there is a real rollback campaign 
on in Washington. It has to do not with prices, 
which keep rising, but with one of the elementary 
rights of the American people won by them after 
decades of struggle. Just how far does the Roose­
velt administration intend to roll back the freedom 
of the Press?

It Is Time to Build An Independent 

Labor Party

(Continued fro m  page 3)

fu lf il lm e n t o f the te rm s o f the A t la n t ic  Char­
te r. . .”

W hitew ash ing  T he  K in g
The authors go on to  describe the studied cam ­

paign in  the a u th o rita tiv e  newspapers o f both 
England and the U. S. since 1940 to create the 
im pression th a t the Ita lia n  Royal House was not 
responsible fo r  M usso lin i’s w ar po licy or fo r  the 
fasc is t regime. T h is  cam paign reached a h igh 
po in t when C hurch ill, in  December 1940, s ix  
months a fte r  I ta ly ’s entrance in to  the w ar, to ld  
the Ita lia n  people in  a rad io address th a t “ one 
man and one man alone, against the Crown and 
the Royal F am ily  o f I ta ly ,  aga inst the  Pope 
and a ll the a u th o rity  o f the V a tican ”  had ranged 
I ta ly  against the B r it is h  E m pire.

The authors then’ reach th is  conclusion: “ E very  
road leads to  Rome, they say in  I ta ly .  A nd every­
th in g  we ga ther about B r it is h  and Am erican plans 
concerning I ta ly  leads us to the same conclusion. 
W ha t the B r it is h  fo re ig n  office and the A m e r­
ican S tate D epartm ent w a n t to  set up in  I ta ly  is 
a fasc is t reg im e w ith o u t M ussolin i. . .”

A llie s  Need T he  M onarchy
The B r it is h  and Am erican governm ents are 

convinced th a t the m onarchy is an indispensable 
cog in the se ttin g  up o f such a reg im e. Hence, 
th e ir  cam paign to shield the Ita lia n  monarchy, to 
whitew ash its  crim es and its  resp on s ib ility  fo r  
the fasc is t regim e. The authors, o f course, have 
no d iff ic u lty  in  a n n ih ila tin g  a ll the argum ents 
and prov ing , by a re c ita tio n  o f the facts, th a t the 
m onarchy bears d irec t com p lic ity  fo r  the rise  o f 
fascism  and fo r  its  preservation.

The V atican is the second indispensable force 
necessary fo r  the rea liza tion  o f the A n g lo -A m e r­
ican program  fo r  I ta ly .  The authors describe 
the ro le and the record o f the V atican in  exhaus­
tive  deta il. They establish the  fa c t th a t the 
V a tican  supported and abetted fascism  fro m  the 
f irs t  days o f its  ru le .

R oosevelt A nd  T he  V a tican
In  December 1939, P resident Roosevelt opened 

up a new chapter in  A m erican diplom acy. He 
departed fro m  the tra d itio n a l Am erican po licy  
and established a d ip lom atic  connection w ith  the 
H o ly  See. In  a le tte r  to  Pope Pius X I I  Roosevelt 
w ro te  about th e ir  “ common idea ls”  w h ich  called 
fo r  “ pa ra lle l action.”  Two years la te r, the Pope 
in  his Christm as broadcast praised Roosevelt in  
a roundabout fash ion in  discussing those people 
who “ share w ith  us our views w ith  regard  to  the 
provis ions fo r  the peace and its  fundam enta l 
a im s.”

W ha t are these “ common ideals”  and “ funda­
m enta l a im s”  shared a like  by the V a tican  and the 
W h ite  House? “ A ccord ing to  C atholic op in ion,”  
w r ite  Salvem in i and La P iana, “ the model C hris ­
tia n  state. . . is  rea lized alm ost fu l ly  in  the 
d ic ta to r ia l reg im e o f Salazar in  P o rtu g a l w h ich 
has been described several tim es by the  V a tican  
organ, the Osservatore Romano, as fu lf i l l in g  a ll 
C atho lic requirem ents. To a lesser degree, the 
Franco reg im e in  Spain represents a model gov­
ernm ent. I t  is on ly  log ica l to  assume th a t the 
V a tican  w i l l  *¥ight to  the  la s t d itch  n o t on ly  to 
preserve these tw o  regim es unaltered, especia lly 
F ranco ’s d ic ta to rsh ip , w h ich was established a t 
such g re a t cost, bu t to  have s im ila r  reg im es es­
tab lished in a ll o ther so-called C atholic countries 
. . .  I t  would seem th a t ou r S tate D epartm ent 
shares in  fu l l  the Pope’s views on Spain.”

P etty  B ourgeo is  Incons is tency
The authors have thus dem onstrated in  ir r e ­

fu tab le  fash ion th a t the policies o f the A llie s  are 
no t “ dem ocratic”  bu t coun te r-revo lu tionary , d ic ­
ta to r ia l and reactionary. A re  the  au thors then

hostile  to Roosevelt and C hurch ill* and th e ir  w ar 
aim s? N o t a t a l l!  On the con tra ry , the authors 
are partisans o f the Roosevelt governm ent. They 
are supporters of the A llie s  and th e ir  w a r. How
do they manage to achieve th is  s in gu la r fe a t o f 
acrobatics ? B y  the m agic o f inconsistency. T ro t­
sky once w ise ly  w ro te  th a t “ inconsistency is no t 
accidental, and in po litics  i t  does no t appear sole­
ly  as an ind iv idua l sym ptom . Inconsistency usual­
ly  serves a social function . There are social g roup ­
ings which cannot be consistent.”  M ost inconsist­
ent are the p e tty  bourgeois in te llectua ls .

Throughout the book, the authors backtrack on 
th e ir  own argum ents, indu lge in fa n ta s tic  hopes 
and day-dreams, sigh, com pla in, argue against 
th e ir  own conclusions, con tro ve rt th e ir  own facts, 
de liver sermons to Roosevelt and C hurch ill. Each 
lin k  o f the -whole relentless chain o f events which 
they describe w ith  such ^inexorable precision, is 
labelled by our authors a m istake, sometimes a 
tra g ic  m istake, a m isunderstanding, a blunder, a 
m ystery. O ur authors are constan tly  amazed, 
stunned, bewildered by events, a lthough they 
themselves have p rev iously  expla ined these events 
and revealed th e ir  meaning. O ur au thors con­
clude th e ir  study o f Roosevelt’s reactionary  p ro ­
gram  and its  te ll in g  s im ila r ity  to  the program  
o f the V atican w ith  th is  lam en t: “ A l l  these plans 
and policies o f the V atican are consistent w ith  
its  princip les, its  in te rests and its  tra d itio n s . B u t 
w hy have P resident Roosevelt and the  S tate De­
pa rtm e n t embraced these plans. . .”  The best 
exp lanation the authors can o ffe r  is th a t Roose- 
vent “ is not personally fa m il ia r  w ith  the Ita lia n  
s itu a tio n ”  and th a t he is accepting “ m isleading 
repo rts .”

A llie s  P lan  D ic ta io rs liip s
Roosevelt and C hurch ill, the spokesmen and 

leaders o f the tw o  m ig h tie s t ca p ita lis t countries 
in the world , understand the re a lity  o f Europe. 
They know th a t the ca p ita lis t system can surv ive  
th is  w ar on ly w ith  the aid o f trem endous repres­
sive m achinery and bru te force. T h a t is why th e ir 
program  calls fo r  the establishm ent o f c le rica l 
reactionary d ic ta to rsh ips on the model o f F ranco 
in  I ta ly  as th roughou t a ll Europe. W ashington 
and London understand th a t I t  Is no t in  the cards 
to establish stable dem ocratic ca p ita lis t govern­
ments in Europe today. The choice fro m  th e ir  
po in t o f v iew  is a F ranco-type governm ent or 
t jie  danger o f the socia lis t revo lu tion . T h a t is 
w hy Roosevelt and C h u rch ill m ust bank on the 
m onarchy, the reac tiona ry  m il ita ry  leaders, the 
b ig  cap ita lis ts , the V atican as the  on ly  forces 
capable o f crush ing the inevitab le  revo lu tiona ry  
outbreaks and ho ld ing back the tide.

In  his la s t a rtic le , w r it te n  in  the A u g u s t 16 
New Republic, Salvem irfl can no longer hide fro m  
h im se lf the fa c t th a t “ M r. C h u rch ill and M r. 
Roosevelt are w a g in g  jn  I ta ly  tw o  sim ultaneous 
wars. One is aimed a t ach ieving ‘unconditiona l 
su rrender’ ; the o ther is aimed a t p reven ting  revo­
lu tio n .”  S alvem in i s t i l l  assures Roosevelt and 
C hurch ill th a t they  are m ak ing  a b ig  m istake. 
He is convinced th a t “ They can manage to  em- 
llanjc such a revo lu tion  so as to hav? a demo­
c ra tic  ra th e r than a com m unist re vo lu tion .”  
Roosevelt an d 'C h u rch ill, who live  in  the  w o rld  o f 
re a lity , no t in the dream land o f pe tty-bourgeo is 
democrats re jec t the perspective o f a “ dem ocratic 
re vo lu tio n ”  as Salvem in i s o rro w fu lly  adm its “ are 
endeavoring to patch up a by-p roduct o f the  fa s ­
c is t reg im e.”

The p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion is t, on the other hand, 
has no cause fo r  bitterness, d isappo in tm ent or 
surprise. He has not been caught unawares. He 
has understood from  the f irs t  the ro le o f B r it is h  
and Am erican cap ita lism . He is prepared fo r  the 
com ing revo lu tiona ry  storm .

R e v iewed by Jo hn  Adam son

Traditions And Heritage Of 
The Fourth International

(Continued from  page 3)

catastrophe w hich shattered the 
ro tten  Second In te rn a tio n a l and 
led S ta lin  to  bu ry  the defunct 
C om intern has disclosed the in ­
herent s treng th  and v ita l i ty  o f 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l. I t  has 
been b u ilt  on the indestructib le  
foundations o f M arx ism .

The basic position o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l on 1 the problems 
and tasks o f the w o rk ing  class 
have been set fo r th  in  a series 
o f documents published du ring  
the past ten years”. Beg inning 
w ith  the fundam enta l theses on 
“ W ar and the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l”  (1934), they include the 
reso lutions o f the Foundation 
Congress (1938); th e -M a n ife s to  
o f the Em ergency Conference o f

the F ourth  in te rna tiona l on “ The 
Im p e ria lis t W ar and the P ro le­
ta ria n  R evolu tion”  (1940); the 
m anifestos o f the Executive Com­
m ittee  o f the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l on the fa l l  o f France 
(1940), in  defense o f the Soviet 
Union (1941), on A m erican in ­
te rven tion  and the defense of 
China (1941), to the workers and 
peasants o f Ind ia  (1942), and, 
most recently, on the dissolu tion 
o f the C om intern (1943).

P ro c la im  A lleg iance
T h is  f if th  ann iversary o f the 

found ing o f the F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l coincides w ith  the fifteen th  
ann iversary o f the T ro ts k y is t 
movement in  the U . S. We 
A m erican T ro tsky is ts  are proud 
o f the im p o rta n t p a r t we have

played in the fo rm a tio n  o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l and in the 
fig h t fo r  its  ideas. A ltho ug h  the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  found i t  
necessary to  sever a ll organ iza­
tiona l connections w ith  the F ourth  
In te l-nationa l a fte r  the passage of 
the  Voorhis A c t, in  1940, w-e 
have always procla im ed our a lle ­
giance to its  p rogram  and our 
a rden t sym pathy w ith  the com 
rades o f the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l 
in  o ther countries.

F ive years a fte r  its  b ir th  the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l stands fo rth  
as the on ly genuine in te rna tiona l 
o rgan iza tion  o f the w o rk ing  
class vanguards O nly under its  
stain less banner can the masses 
find the program  and leadership 
they need to abolish cap ita lism , 
in s titu te  socialism  and secure 
peace, security and freedom.

Big Business Drives to Lift 
All Bars On Profits

As Congress reconvenes th is  week i t  is confronted 
w ith  a determ ined drive  by B ig  Business, spearheaded 
by the N a tion a l Association o f M anufacture rs , to  l i f t  
a ll res tr ic tio ns  on w a r-p ro fite e rin g . The im m edia te 
ta rg e t o f a ttack  is the W a r C ontracts Renegotia tion 
A c t which provides a fe w  m ild  curbs aga inst the 
m ost f la g ra n t m anageria l practices, p rice-goug ing, 
and p ro fitee ring .

B ig  Business wants even these curbs removed. 
T h e ir co ffe rs  are bu lg ing  w ith  b illions in  an un­
precedented flood o f p ro fits . B u t they w ant more.

A  week before Congress reconvened, the House 
W ays and Means Com m ittee conducted hearings on 
the proposals to scrap the act. A t  these hearings 
i t  was b rough t out th a t in  add ition  to  b illions  in  
d is tribu te d  p ro fits , the corpora tions have a lready on 
hand reserves o f a lm ost a score o f b illions , w ith  
add itiona l b illions pou ring  in.

I t  was fu r th e r  revealed th a t under the operation 
o f the R enegotia tion A c t the governm ent and the tax: 
payers have saved some fo u r  b illio n  do lla rs in  ad­
m itte d ly  scandalous price-gouges and excessive p ro fits . 
T e s tify in g  before the C om m ittee, M aurice K arke r, 
re t ir in g  cha irm an o f the W a r D epartm ent’s ..price 
ad justm ent board, stated “ m ost o f price  reductions 
would not have been effected w ith o u t the s ta tu te .”  
(N . Y. T im es, Sept. 10.)

V ir tu a lly  every public o ffic ia l who appeared du ring  
the hearings— and they are a ll e ithe r business men 
or spokesmen fo r  the corpora tions —  opposed the 
abrogation o f the act. The proposals fo r  revision are 
too raw  even fo r  these gentlem en to sw allow . The 
corpora tions seek to escape a ll taxes. Randolph Raul, 
general counsel o f the treasu ry , stated th a t i f  success­
fu l suggested “ revisions”  would “ n u ll i fy  Congressional 
tax  po licy ." Jesse Jones, Secretary o f Commerce 
backed up Paul. “ Both said in  e ffec t th a t such a 
procedure would amount to  paym ent by the govern­
ment o f the taxes.”  (N . Y . Times, Sept. 11.)

A ll th is  is advocated under the cover o f a plea th a t 
business be pe rm itted  to bu ild  up “ adequate 
reserves . . . fo r  the creation o f post-w ar jobs.”  
(N . Y. T imes, Sept. 14.)

The S cripps-H ow ard press in backing these brazen 
demands asserts e d ito r ia lly  w ith  an a ir  o f in ju re d  
innocence th a t “ the law  as i t  now operates, together 
w ith  excess-profits taxa tion , makes i t  impossible fo r  
them  (the  corpora tions) to set aside enough m oney 
fro m  earn ing to  reconvert th e ir  p lan ts fo r  peacetime 
production, to seek new m arke ts and to  m a in ta in  
pos t-w ar em ploym ent.”  (N . Y . W orld -Te legram , 
Sept. 10.)

.Subm itted to  the W ays and Means Com m ittee by 
the treasu ry  was the fo llo w in g  estim ate  o f to ta l 
corpora te p ro fits  a fte r  paym ent o f a ll taxes fo r  
1941-1943:

Year A m ount
1941 .................................................  $7,100,000,000
1942 ....................................................  8,350,000,000
1943 .................................................... 8,750,000,000

T o ta l ............................................... $24,200,000,000

These figu res fu rth e rm o re  covered a ll corporations, 
inc lud ing  those losing m oney! Th is is som eth ing th a t 
the N . Y. T im es fo r  September 11 c a re fu lly  om its  to 
m ention. The actua l p ro fits  arc fa r  h igher. B u t B ig  
Business is not satisfied. I t  w ants to  ge t aw ay w ith  
more. A nd i f  the past record o f the  Congress is any 
ind ica tion , B ig  Business w i l l  ge t w h a t i t  w ants one 
w ay o r another.

Chinese Stalinists Clash 
With Kuomintang Troops

On the heels o f reve la tions concerning the g ro w ­
ing  r i f t  between Moscow and W ashington-London, 
comes the news o f recu rring  clashes between the C h i­
nese Com m unist troops, dom inated by the K re m lin , 
and the forces o f Chiang Kai-shek.

Rumors o f armed clashes' have long been curren t. 
Now they have been o ff ic ia lly  confirm ed by dispatches 
fro m  C hungking which specified th a t tw o ta tt le s  had 
taken place on J u ly  23 and A ug us t 6 in  Shantung 
province; and th a t the C om m unist troops attacked in  
overw helm ing force and rou ted C hiang K a i-shek ’s de­
tachments. Th is news was released on the second 
day o f the p lenary  session o f the K uo m in ta ng ’s Cen­
t ra l Com m ittee las t week, where demands were raised 
fo r  the d issolu tion o f the Chinese C.P. and the in ­
corpora tion  o f thq Com m unist arm ies in to  the forces 
o f the Chinese C entra l Government.

"File o ff ic ia l Russian press in Moscow commented in  
its  own m anner on the sharpening re la tions w ith  
Chiang Kai-shek. E a rly  in A ugust, the pub lica tion  
W ar and the W o rk in g  Class charged th a t new a t ­
tem pts backed “ by d irect m il ita ry  pressure”  were be­
ing  made in order to “ b ring  about the d isso lu tion of 
the Chinese. Com m unist P a rty  and the liqu id a tio n  o f 
the E ig h th  and F ou rth  A rm ie s ,”  (D a ily  W orke r, A ug . 
12.)

In  re p o rtin g  the arm ed clashes, the D a ily  W orke r 
o f Sept. 8 puts the blame on the “ an ti-C om m unis t 
o rien ta tion  c irc les w ith in  the Chinese’ governm ent”  
and adds th a t “ i t  is no surp rise  th a t clashes o f th is  
na ture  should u ltim a te ly  re s u lt.”

The las t tim e  th a t s im ila r news came fro m  China 
was ea rly  in 1941, before H it le r ’s a ttack  on the Soviet 
U n ion, when C h iang ’s forces caught the then new ly  
form ed F ourth  A rm y  by surp rise  and v ir tu a lly  an­
n ih ila ted  it .  The S ta lip is ts  a t the tim e  o ffe red the 
same exp lanation as they do now.

Upon his election as C h ina ’s president, Chiang de­
clared to the K uom in tang  Centra l C om m ittee:

“ We should m a in ta in  the po licy  o f leniency w h ich 
we have pursued. . .w ith  the expectation th a t the  
Chinese C om m unist P a r ty  w i l l  be moved by our s in ­
ce rity  and m agnan im ity , no m a tte r in w h a t ways 
they m ay slander us or in  w h a t m anner they t r y  
to create troub le .”  (A P  dispatch, Sept. 13.)

Chiang Kai-shek is apparen tly  no t ye t ready fo r  
an open break w ith  Moscow. He s t i l l  finds the lie  
o f “ na tional u n ity ,”  supported by the S ta lin is ts , very  
convenient fo r  h is purposes.


