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AFL Council Rejects 
Application O f Miners
American Federation of Labor Executive Council Runs True 
To Form at Seven-Day Session in Swank Hotel in Chicago

By E. R. Frank

Thirteen well-heeled, well-fed and eminently respectable gentlemen concluded a seven day 
session  ̂ of the American Federation of Labor Executive Council in Chicago’s huge Drake Hotel, 
on August 16. A ll reports have been completed and are ready to be presented to the Boston 
convention of the AFL scheduled to open October 4.

Experience has taught progressive trade unionists not to expect any constructive policies 
or progressive labor leadership from this assortment of case-hardened bureaucrats. The AFL 
Executive Council ran true to l> —
form at this Chicago meeting.

B u t w ith  the num erica l g row th  
o f the unions and the increasing 
s treng th ’ o f organized labor, the 
A F L  Executive Council has be­
come an im p o rta n t and in flu e n tia l 
body. I ts  decisions p lay an im ­
po rta n t' ro le in  the trade union 
movement and deserve analysis.

The reso lu tion on wages and 
prices issued by the Council a t j 
its  f irs t  session continued to  ca ll 
on the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n ! 
to  p u t in to  e ffec t the “ ro llback  
o f prices.”  The reso lu tion made 
c lear th a t the A F L  bureaucrats 
lik e  th e ir  CIO bro thers are 
determ ined to  c lin g ' to  the coat­
ta ils  o f the  Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
t io n  and to res is t a ll a ttem p ts  on 
the p a rt o f the  workers to begin 
a f ig h t fo r  wage increases to meet 
the r is in g  cost o f liv in g . The very 
though t o f su(>i a s tru g g le  is 
com plete ly fo re ign  to these die­
hard reactionaries.

A G A IN S T  LA B O R  U N IT Y
These bureftucrats are de te rm in ­

ed to hold' on to  th e ir  personal 
p riv ileges and power. They place 
th e ir  personal in te rests above the 
in te rests and needs o f the labor 
movement as a whole. F o r over 
five years the bureaucracies o f the 
A F L  and CIO have been ne go tia t­
in g  and ta lk in g  about labo r un ity . 
The decisions o f the  Executive 
Council make i t  c lear th a t labor 
u n ity  is  as d is ta n t today as i t  
was in  1938. I t  is  obvious th a t the 
problem  o f consolida ting the two 
organ izations is insuperable as 
fa r  as th e  tw o bureaucracies are 
concerned.

The A F L  bureaucrats each 
possess th e ir  separate sphere o f 
in fluence a t the present tim e. 
They fea r any u n ity  which does 
no t absolutely guarantee them a 
con tinuation  o f th e ir  present 
power. W illia m  Green to ld  re ­
porte rs th a t prospects fo r labor 
u n ity  were “ not w ith in  the realm 
o f poss ib ility .”

So fe a rfu l are the A F L  bureau­
cra ts  o f th e ir  p riv ileges and 
prestige  and so involved are they 
in  hundreds o f crooked deals w ith  
d iffe re n t c a p ita lis t po litic ians, 
th a t the Executive Council fe lt  
I t  necessary to re jec t the proposal 
o f the CIO, made by H illm a n , 
Chairman o f its  p o lit ic a l com m it­
tee, fo r  jo in t  action in the p o li­
t ic a l fie ld  d u rin g  the com ing na­
tio n a l, state and local elections.

In  the face o f the unprecedent­
ed sw ing  o f reaction and the 
g ig a n tic  an ti- la b o r d rive  o f the 
b ig  corpora tions and the govern­
m ent, the executive council non­

cha la n tly  repeated- the m oth -1T  h e Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  
eaten, treacherous Gompers po licy  feared tha t Lew is would be able,
o f “ rew ard ing  ou r friends  and 
pun ish ing our enemies regardless 
o f th e ir  po litica l a ffilia tio n s .!’ 
W illia m  Green in fo rm ed the press 
th a t “ the council fe l t  th a t we 
should fo llo w  our old non-partisan 
po licy w ith o u t becoming entangled 
w ith  com m ittees o f o ther organ­
iza tions.”

T H E  U M W  A P P L IC A T IO N
The question on which most in ­

terest centered was the applica­
tion  o f John L. Lew is , fo r  the 
re a ff il ia tio n  o f the U n ited M ine 
W orkers to  the A F L . This ques­
tion  has evoked heated discus­
sions among m any A F L  o ffic ia ls  
as among union men th roughou t 
the labo r movement. When Lew is 
f irs t  announced in  the m idst o f 
the coal c ris is  th a t the U M W  had 
reapplied fo r  membership in the 
A F L , i t  was com m only assumed 
th a t Lew is had reached a p r io r  
agreem ent w ith  members o f the 
executive council and received 
assurances th a t the app lica tion  
would be accepted.

Im m ediate ly  a fte r Lew is’ an­
nouncement, the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  began to apply great 
pressure to prevent the A F L  from  
accepting the U M W  application.

once inside, to dom inate federa 
tion  po licy and thus begin to in ­
fluence the whole labor move­
ment in  an anti-Roosevelt d irec­
tion.

The present policies o f Lew is 
and the leadership o f the U M W  
are anti-Roosevelt. The mine union 
is an opponent o f the m ost im ­
p o rta n t labor policies and prac­
tices o f the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion  and has announced th a t its  
no -s trike  pledge is no longer 
b ind ing.

D E C IS IV E  FAC TO R
The m ain body o f the  A F L  

bureaucrats on the o ther hand are 
slavish adherents o f the Roose­
v e lt adm in is tra tion . They sup­
p o rt the W a r Labor Board. They 
back Roosevelt’s wage-freezing 
p rogram  and “ price ro llback”  
farce. They continue th e ir  no­
s tr ik e  policy.

In  the firs t c r it ic a l test, these 
m a jo r po litica l considerations 
proved more im p o rtan t and deci­
sive than p riva te  agreements and 
clique alliances. O f course, the 
U M W  insisted th a t i t  be taken 
back in to  the A F L  “ as i t  is ,”  th a t

(Continued on page 4)

India One Year After 
The Repressions Began

The fo llo w in g  p ic tu re  o f conditions in  Ind ia  today is from  a 
le tte r  by an Ind ian  w o rke r ju s t re turned to  B r ita in . I t  f ir s t  appeared 
in the Ju ly  issue o f the B r it is h  Socia list Appea l.— Ed.

The f irs t  noticeable fea tu re  is i>--------------------------------------------------------
the completeness, not on ly o f 
censorship on news go ing abroad, 
bu t also o f in te rna l news. The 
im p o rta n t centers o f ag ra rian  
unrest are com plete ly isolated, 
w ith  reg im ents d is tribu te d  in  
various pa rts  o f the coun try  and 
a s tr ic t con tro l o f a ll news by 
the governm ent. People in  Bom ­
bay do no t know  w ha t is ta k in g  
place in  B iha r, Orissa o r the 
U n ited Provinces.

Secondly, the extent o f the 
a troc itie s  com m itted in  fam ine- 
s tricken areas is ju s t beginning 
to be realized. A n  example o f th is  
is the C h iru w r Inc iden t, which is 
known in  Ind ia  as the “ L id ice  o f 
Ind ia .”  A f te r  the disturbances a 
reg im ent was stationed in the 
v illage. T h e ir s tay  resu lted in  
da ily  evictions and w hipp ings. 
W hen the reg im en t was w ith ­
drawn, the anger o f the surv ivers 
fe ll on the local police. A  police-

MINNESOTA PETITION ASKS 
PARDON FOR KELLY POSTAL
WDL Initiates Program to Mobilize Labor 
Forces in Drive to Free Union Leader

The q u a rte rly  b u lle tin  o f the 
W orkers  Defense League reports  
th a t its  T w in  C ities branch has 
s ta rted  w o rk  to  m obilize the labor 
and progressive forces o f M in ­
nesota behind the cam paign to 
free  K e lly  Postal.

The T w in  C ities W D L  is 
c irc u la tin g  a pe titio n  fo r  pardon 
to  be presented to  the M innesota 
S tate Board o f Pardons a t its  
nex t session in October. The p e ti­
t io n  reads:

“ W e believe K e lly  Postal was 
u n ju s tly  convicted o f la rceny fo r 
fo llo w in g  the ins truc tions  o f his 
union, at a reg u la r membership 
meeting, in  tra n s fe rrin g  its  funds 
fro m  an ex is ting  A F L  union to a 
new CIO  union. He did not per­
sona lly  appropria te  any money. 
H is  m otives were good. Im p riso n ­
m ent based on such circumstances 
is  un ju s t. There fore we, the under 
signed, respec tfu lly  request tha t 
a pardon be granted to  K e lly  
Posta l.”

The C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com­
m ittee , w h ich is d irec tin g  the 
na tiona l cam paign fo r  Posta l’s 
pardon, th is  week released the

te x t o f a le tte r  to  Governor Ed 
Thye from  Theodore Bram eld, 
Regional V ice-P resident p f  the 
Progressive Education Associa­
tion  in the N orthw est, s ta tin g :

“ I  believe th a t there is s trong  
evidence to show th a t he has been 
u n ju s tly  convicted and im p rison ­
ed. In  common w ith  hundreds o f 
o ther citizens .who are fe a rfu l o f 
undem ocratic actions against labor 
leaders, especially in th is  tense 
period o f con flic t, I  respectfu lly  
urge you to  g ive every considera­
tion  to the plea th a t he be 
pardoned.”

Both the C iv il R igh ts  Defense 
Com m ittee and W orkers Defense 
League urge a ll fr iends  o f c iv il 
libe rties  and defenders o f union 
democracy to  w r ite  s im ila r 
le tte rs  on Posta l’s beha lf to 
Governor Thye a t St. Paul, M in ­
nesota.

The CRDC also reports  th a t 
Local 160 o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Ladies Garm ent W orkers Union, 
A F L , in Bayonne, N . J „  last week 
contribu ted $35 to the Postal 
Pardon Fund.

man was k ille d , which resulted in 
b ru ta l rep risa ls  in  the fo rm  o f 
eviction o f scores o f peasants, 
houses were burned down, and 
women and ch ildren m altreated.

In  Midanepore, where a cyclone 
k illed  about 12,000 people, no 
re lie f was sent because o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  tra d itio n  o f the 
area. The local bureaucrats did 
not send any in fo rm a tio n  o f the 
devastation to the Home member 
o f the Bengal governm ent. No 
news appeared in the Ind ian  press. 
The f irs t  ind ica tion  o f the seri­
ousness o f the s itua tion  was given 
in  artic les  published a fte r  days 
by Horace A lexander, a Quaker- 
P acifis t who is to u rin g  Ind ia .

In  in d u s tria l areas i t  is prac­
t ic a lly  im possible to obtain rice 
and wheat. The people are lite ra lly  
s ta rv in g . Government g ra in  shops, 
where wheat is sold a t contro lled 
prices, are shut fo r  days at a 
tim e. W here food r io ts  have taken 

j place, a cordon is th row n  around 
th a t area, and no more news is 
heard. A s an example can be cited 
the H ab li d is tr ic t  in  Bombay 
residency, where fam ine and r io ts  
were reported; th is  d is tr ic t was 
com plete ly taken over by the 
police im ported fro m  o ther areas. 
No outsiders were allowed in  th is  
d is tr ic t.

A n exam ple o f the prices of 
clothes is tha t a dhoti ( lo in  
c lo th ) costing fo u r sh illing s  in  
1939 costs now over a pound (a 
price rise o f more than 400% ). 
Accord ing to reports, out o f fo u r 
b illio n  yds. o f c lo th  produced las t 
year nearly  three b illio n  yards 
have been exported abroad. I t  is  a 
common s igh t to see even m iddle 
class men and women appearing 
in rags.

A lo n g  w ith  th is  im poverish­
ment, tremendous speculation and 
g row th  o f mushroom companies 
is ta k in g  place. F o r the f irs t  tim e 
in  the h is to ry  o f Ind ia , B r it is h  
financia l in te rests are losing 
ground. A gents  o f ' Am erican 
banks and in dus try  are in  every 
key center. They arc buying up 
eve ry th ing  tha t w ill be o f any 
value in the post-w ar period. 
Lands, mines and fac tories  are 
d a ily  passing in to  th e ir  hands. . . 
They have con tro l over a irc ra ft  
assembly p lan ts, the iro n  and 
steel in dus try . Am ong the Ind ians 
there is a g ro w in g  suspicion of 
Am erica.

Quebec Conferees Perturbed 
By Victories Of Red Army
PRIMARY FIGHT WAS NO 
BENEFIT TO THE ALP
The Struggle Was Not Based On Issues 
Important to the Welfare of Workers

While the outcome of the primary elections held by the 
American Labor Party on August 10 is still in doubt, it appears 
from the silence of the Dubinsky-Rose group .that the Marcan- 
tonio-Connolly-Stalinist clique has won control of the New York 
C ity organization.

Whichever side comes out on top, it is certain that their 
primary election squabble did & 
not enhance the prestige of the 
ALP among the m ilitant work­
ers or strengthen its influence 
in  New Y ork . W h ile  the contest 
fo r  contro l o f the o rgan iza tion  
engrossed the professional labor 
po liticans who whipped them ­
selves in to  a la th e r over the 
question, the m a jo r ity  o f A L P  
■voters m anifested ind iffe rence  to 
the figh t.

iS

S A M E  PROGRAM
T his is no t surp ris ing . The 

en tire  s trugg le  did no t involve 
fundam enta l issues im p o rta n t to 
the w e lfa re  o f the workers. Here 
was a s trugg le  fo r  contro l o f the 
p a r ty  by tw o ro tten , reactionary 
bureaucratic gangs hav ing  no 
basic d ifferences w hatsover in 
th e ir  program s.

Both the D ub insky and the 
S ta lin is t-con tro lled  factions are 
servile supporters o f Roosevelt’s 
w a r policies. Both fac tions are 
opposed to  m ak ing  a de fin itive  
break w ith  the c a p ita lis t pa rties. 
They are even more opposed to 
b reak ing  w ith  the p rogram  o f the 
c a p ita lis t parties. Both contend 
fo r  the honor o f in su ring  Roose­
v e lt ’s re-election in 1944 and 
thus c u rry in g  a few  favo rs  fo r  
themselves fro m  the W hite  House.

W hat d iffe rence then can i t  
make to the rank and file o f the 
workers which clique won? The 
w orkers are in  need o f a fig h tin g  
p rogram  to  combat the h igh cost 
o f l iv in g ; to stop p ro fite e ring ; 
to s h ift  the ta x  load fro m  the

dred thousand votes given the 
A L P  a t the 1942 elections shows, 
however, th a t the A L P  can w ith ­
stand a lo t o f m isd irection  a t the 
top and s t i l l  m a in ta in  its  v ita lity .  
T h a t inherent s treng th  and poten­
t ia l power o f the A L P  comes 
fro m  the desire o f the mass o f 
progressive w orkers fo r  a p a rty  
o f th e ir  own which re a lly  is capa­
ble o f defending th e ir  in terests.

These w orkers  m ust con trive  to 
make th e ir  voices heard in  the 
councils o f the A L P  and take a 
more active p a rt in  its  w ork. T he ir 
f irs t  task is to  w ork  out a program  
o f action to  convert th is  fac tion - 
ridden and W h ite  House-broken 
p a rty  in to  a genuine ins trum en t 
o f w o rk in g  class po litica l action.

Why Churchill 
Praised Mussolini

C h urch ill’s fea r o f revo lu ­
tion  in I ta ly  today and his 
readiness to deal w ith  any reac­
tio n a ry  governm ent in an a t­
tem pt to avert revo lu tion  is a 
con tinuation  o f the po licy he has 
fo llowed a ll h is life . In  a speech 
to the Ita lia n  fasc is t and 
fo re ign  press in  1927, he 
p r a i s e d  M ussolin i, asserting 
tha t i f  he were an Ita lia n  he 
would have been w ith  him  
wholehearted ly “ fro m  s ta rt to 
fin ish ,”  and then continued:

“ E x te rn a lly , your movement 
has rendered a service to  the 
whole w orld . The great fea r 
which has always beset every 
dem ocratic leader o r w o rk ing  
class leader has been th a t o f 
being undermined o r overbid by 
someone more extrem e than he. 
I ta ly  has shown th a t there is 
a way o f f ig h tin g  the subversive 
fprees which can ra lly  the mass 
o f the people, properly  led, to 
value and w ish to  defend the 
honor and the s ta b ility  o f 
c iv ilized  society. She has 
provided the necessary antido te 
to the Russian poison. Here­
a fte r  no great na tion w i l l  be 
unprovided w ith  an u ltim a te  
means o f protection against the 
cancerous g row th  o f Bolshev­
ism .”

Conference Takes Up Problems 
Affecting Fate of All Europe

By W il l iam  F. Warde

H igh  on the agenda o f the R oosevelt-C lm rch ill 
conference now going on in  Quebec is the question 
o f A llie d  po licy  toward the Soviet U n ion . The latest 
v ic tories o f the Soviet U n ion  and the  developments 
in  Ita ly  and o the r parts o f Axis-dom inated Europe 
have no t b rough t W asliington-London and Moscow 
closer together bu t ra th e r have sharpened the d if fe r ­
ences between them .

F o r weeks the cap ita lis t 
press has been e x h ib itin g  
grave concern over the fu ­
tu re  o f  Anglo-Am erican 
and Soviet re la tions. Now 
tha t Soviet au thorities  
have c u rtly  announced 
that n e ith e r S ta lin n o r
o the r representatives o f
the USSR would be present 
at Q u e b e c because o f the 
nature o f the conferences held 
there, the cap ita lis t press has 
renewed its  c lam or— as it  a lways 
does a fte r  im p o rtan t Red A rm y  
gains —  fo r  com m itm ents by

Liberals Whine But Stay 
'Loyal' On Italian Issue

B Y  JO H N  A D A M S O N spite  o f a ll th e ir  p re tentions to 
. 1  independence, the libe ra ls  con ti- 

The Ita lia n  events h a \e  again nue to  j,e indispensable servants
o f the b ig  cap ita lis ts , the w a r 
p ro fite e rs , the financ ia l g ian ts.

cleared the pa tte rn  o f A n g lo -A m ­
erican w a r aim s and policy. They 
prove again th a t Roosevelt and 
C h urch ill in tend to crush a ll m an­
ifes ta tions  o f revo lu tiona ry  in ­
dependence on the p a rt o f the 
European workers and to  set up 
th roughou t the con tinent reac­
tion a ry  m onarch ist o r c le rica l 
governm ents under the tu te lage
and hegemony o f A ng lo -A m er-

poor to the r ic h ; to ensure a m ore ! ican cap ita lism . The policy inau-
equitable d is tr ib u tio n  o f ava ilable 
commodities. They are in need o f 
a p a rty  o f th e ir  own, free o f a ll 
ties w ith  the u tte r ly  bankrup t 
Dem ocratic gang which pu t over 
the Sm ith-C onna lly  A ct, protects 
the pro fiteers and enforces wage­
freezing.

Dubinsky-Rose and th e ir  S ta lin ­
is t riva ls  o ffe red the workers 
ju s t the opposite o f w ha t th e ir  
in te res t require. They urged the 
w orkers to get behind the P resi­
dent and give unconditional sup­
p o rt to his p rogram  which has 
a lready dis illusioned the A L P  
voters.

E F F E C T  OF D IS P U T E
T h is  unprincip led b raw l be­

tween the r iv a l factions in the 
A L P  has damaged the A L P  and re ­
duced its  a ttra c tive  power among 
the workers who had h igh hopes 
th a t i t  would become an e ffec tive  
ins trum en t o f independent p o li­
tica l action against the cap ita lis ts  
and th e ir  agents. The fo u r  hun-

gurated in  N o rth  A fr ic a  is now 
continued in  I ta ly  and sets the 
pa tte rn  fo r  a ll Europe.

The Ita lia n  events have also 
established d e fin ite ly  the ro le  of 
the Am erican libe ra ls  in  th is  w ar. 
They too are fo llo w in g  the  p a t­
te rn  they set a t the tim e  o f the 
D a rlan  deal in  N o rth  A fr ic a . The 
libe ra ls  today as usual are aghast 
a t the exposure o f the crimes o f 
the b ig  cap ita lis ts  and appalled 
by th e ir  hypocrisy, double-dealing 
and treachery. B u t despite th e ir  
critic ism s, they continue to  sup­
po rt the w a r and to  fa lse ly  pa in t 
i t  up as a people’s w ar fo r  democ­
racy and the fo u r freedoms.

M any people who are becoming 
d isillusioned w ith  the w a r reason 
th a t i f  g re a t libe ra ls  who are b it ­
te r  c r it ic s  o f certa in  policies o f 
the a d m in is tra tion  s t i l l  in s is t th a t 
th is  is a people’s w a r fo r  democ­
racy, then there  m ust be some 
tru th  in  th is  idea. Thus the lib ­
erals pe rfo rm  an inva luab le ser­
vice fo r  the ca p ita lis t masters. In

F IR S T  C O N T R IB U T IO N
A fte r  the  fa l l  o f M usso lin i the 

f i r s t  b ig  con tribu tion  o f the l ib ­
erals to  the cause o f I ta lia n  lib ­
e rty  and democracy was to  de­
mand th a t the A llie s  s tick  to  th e ir  
po licy o f “ unconditiona l surrend­
er.”  N o th in g  less would do. The 
hard boiled jingo is ts  pu t fo rw a rd  
th is  demand in a s p ir it  o f na tion ­
al chauvinism . The libe ra ls  push­
ed fo r  the same idea, bu t dressed 
i t  up as a po licy th a t ensured 
the dow n fa ll o f fascism  and the 
v ic to ry  o f democracy.

“ U ncond itiona l su rrender”  has 
no th ing  to do w ith  democracy o r 
the f ig h t  fo r  it .  Th is fo rm u la  s im ­
p ly  sets fo r th  the w a r aim s o f 
A ng lo -A m erican  cap ita lism . The 
announcement o f th is  po licy  con­
s titu te d  a w a rn in g  to  the ca p ita l­
is t class o f the various European 
countries th a t A ng lo -A m erican  
cap ita lism  had no in te n tio n  o f 
concluding a negotia ted peace 
w ith  H it le r  o r  M usso lin i but 
would continue the w a r u n t il the 
A x is  arm ies collapsed and Europe 
was reorganized .under the hege­
mony o f A ng lo -A m erican  ca p ita l­
ism. T ha t is the m eaning o f the 
“ unconditiona l surrender”  fo r ­
mula.

This was made am p ly  clear 
when “ unconditiona l su rrender”  
o f the A x is  arm ies in  N o rth

A fr ic a  did n o t b r in g  democracy 
bu t a new d ic ta to rsh ip  to  the  peo­
ples o f th a t continent. S t il l as la te  
as A ug us t 2, the  muddle-headed 
libe ra ls  o f New Republic con ti­
nued to  s te rn ly  w a rn  the State 
D epartm ent th a t “ O ur Casablanca 
po licy o f U ncond itiona l Surrender 
adm its o f no soften ing, no q u a lif i­
cation, no exceptions.”

T H E  A L L IE D  P O L IC Y
C hurch ill, who has seen a few  

revo lu tions in  his own life tim e , 
understood the m eaning o f the 
Ita lia n  events be tte r than other 
ca p ita lis t statesmen. H is speech 
to the B r it is h  P a rliam e n t revealed 
th a t he was in death ly  fe a r o f a 
w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  and de ter­
m ined a t a ll costs to support and 
bo ls te r the forces o f “ law  and o r­
de r." He did no t e xh ib it ve ry  
much concern fo r  democracy but 
p len ty  o f concern about p u ttin g  
down “ anarchy.”  C h urch ill made 
i t  p la in  th a t as fa r  as he was 
concerned, he was ready to come 
to  a se ttlem ent r ig h t  then w ith  
Badoglio and the m onarchy.

Roosevelt associated h im se lf 
w ith  th is  po licy  a t h is press con­
ference. He dem onstra tive ly  re ­
buked the O W I fo r  c a llin g  V ic ­
to r  Em m anuel “ th a t m oronic l i t ­
tle  k in g .”  Eisenhow'er w en t out 
o f his w ay in his proc lam ation  to 
“ commend”  the House o f Savoy. 
A M G O T  announced th a t I ta lia n  
fasc is t o ffic ia ls  w ould be p e rm it­
ted to rem a in  a t th e ir  posts a t

(Continued on page 3)

S ta lin ; a fu l l  and fra n k  sta te ­
ment o f S ta lin ’s plans fo r  E urope; 
a lis t o f his te r r ito r ia l claim s, etc.

W hy do the Soviet v ic to ries  
and the r is in g  s p ir it  o f revo lt in  
Europe —  both o f which deal 
ham m er blows a t the A x is — b rin g  
apprehension ra th e r than re ­
jo ic in g  in  the A ng lo -A m erican  
councils?

A N G L O -A M E R IC A N  A IM S
Roosevelt and C hurch ill are out 

to  defeat th e ir  A x is  riva ls  and 
are undoubtedly p repa ring  plans 
toge ther w ith  th e ir  m il ita ry  s ta ffs  
a t Quebec fo r  extensive m il ita ry  
moves aga inst them . B u t the 
defeat o f the A x is  would be em pty 
fo r  them i f  i t  led to  the extension 
o f Soviet in fluence and to  the 
establishm ent o f  w o rkers ’ gov­
ernm ents in  Europe, and especial­
ly  in  Germany.

The A ng lo -A m erican  pa rtners  
a im  th rough  th is  w a r to establish 
th e ir  m il ita ry  and p o litica l supre­
macy over the  globe. B u t in  order 
to  advance the in te rests  o f th e ir  
ru lin g  classes they m ust see th a t 
the c a p ita lis t system o f p riva te  
p ro pe rty  is m ainta ined. T he it 
s trugg le  aga inst the ru le rs  o l 
Germany, I ta ly  and Japan takes 
place w ith in  the fram ew ork  o f 
c a p ita lis t re la tions. W herever the 
w o rk in g  masses th rea ten to  up ­
set c a p ita lis t p ro p e rty  re la tions 
and power, the  cap ita lis ts  subor­
d inate th e ir  inner-class con flic ts  
to  subdue th e ir  common class 
enemy.

B A S IC  D IF F E R E N C E S
The r i f t  between W ashing ton- 

London and the K re m lin  is rooted 
in  the basic d ifferences between 
the c a p ita lis t w o rld  and the 
Soviet Union. The S ta lin is t g a n f 
w h ich has usurped power i t  
th o ro ug h ly  n a tio n a lis t and reac­
tio n a ry  in  s p ir it  and places no 
c o n f  i d ence in  revo lu tiona ry  
methods. I t  pursues the po licy  o f 
m ak ing  d ip lom atic  deals w ith  
the im p e ria lis ts  and ga in in g  te r ­
r i to r ia l acquis itions and conces­
sions fro m  them.

S ta lin  is said to  be dem anding 
the  B a ltic  states, Bessarabia, 
p a rts  o f F in land  and maybe 
N orw ay, a passageway th rough  
Ira n  to  the Persian G u lf, etc. I f  
no more were involved tha n  the 
extension o f S ta lin ’s reg im e over 
the B a ltic  and border states, the 
B r it is h  a t least m ig h t be disposed 
to  barga in w ith  the K re m lin  on 
th is  basis. As Raymond D an ie ll 
cyn ica lly  w ires fro m  London:

(Continued on page 3)

The List Of Wartime Frauds And Scandals Grows Longer And Longer
Each week the lis t o f B ig  B usi­

ness w a rtim e frauds and scandals 
grows b igger and bigger.

The la tes t involves th a t staunch 
New Dealer, Secretary o f the In ­
te r io r  Ickes, sometimes re ferred 
to  as “ Honest H aro ld .”

The Labor Policy Com m ittee o f 
the OPA charged on A ugust 10 
tha t Ickes was he lp ing o il com­
panies “ to put over a $1,250,000,- 
000 s tea l”  on consumers through 
a proposed rise o f 35 cents a 
ba rre l in  the price o f crude oil.

The com m ittee, made up of 
union representatives serv ing in 
an advisory capacity, declared:

IC K E S  R A IS E S  A N T E

“ Pressure has been exerted 
since e a rly  th is  year on the O f­
fice o f Price A d m in is tra tio n  to 
g ra n t th is  price gouge. As fa r  
back as F ebruary, the oii in ­
terests, th rough the petro leum  in ­
d u s try  w ar council, called fo r  a 
25 cents a ba rre l increase.

“ To everyone’s surprise, Secre­

ta ry  o f the In te r io r  H aro ld  L. 
Ickes, as ch ie f o f the Petroleum 
A dm in is tra tion  fo r  W ar, raised 
the ante and in A p r i l w ro te to 
the OPA recom m ending th a t a 35 
cents a ba rre l advance be sanction­
ed. T h is  was just, before the 
President’s ‘ho ld -the-line ’ order 
was issued. We had hoped and ex­
pected th a t Secretary Ickes would 
thereupon w ith d ra w  his request, 
but to our d isappointm ent he 
pressed i t  w ith  new v ig o r and 
insistence.”

Ickes’ a rgum ent on beha lf of 
the price steal was th a t the o il 
m agnates needed increased p ro fits  
as an “ inducem ent”  to increase 
oil production. The Labor Policy 
Com m ittee’s answer to th is  was 
to po in t out th a t o il p ro fits  were 
already a t th e ir  h ighest peak in 
years and th a t:

“ I I  is s ta r t lin g  but true  tha t 
i f  the 35-cent increase were 
allowed, most s tra ig h t o il produc­
ing  companies would be able to 
double th e ir  p ro fits  a fte r  taxes.”

Despite these reve la tions Ickes 
stands firm  in  in s is tin g  th a t the 
price increase should be granted.

E L K  H IL L S  D E A L
O ther recent developments in 

the field o f B ig  Business scandals 
include the fo llo w in g :

The N avy-S tandard  O il deal, 
which gave the o il corpora tion the 
r ig h t  to  exp lo it the governm ent- 
owned E lk  H ills  o il reserve in 
C a lifo rn ia , second richest in  the 
w orld , is s t i l l  on. A ltho ug h  the 
deal was s tro n g ly  condemned in 
Congress and characterized as in 
m any ways worse than the Teapot 
Dome scandal, the N a v y  con tract 
is s t i l l  in e ffec t u n t il a new con­
tra c t is worked out. W hether the 
new con tract w i l l  be any im prove­
ment on the old one rem ains yet 
to be seen. I f  Secretary K nox ’s 
repeated defense o f the old con­
trac t is any ind ica tion , the new 
contract may be more ca re fu lly  j 
draw n up but i t  w i l l  s t i l l  be h ig h ly  
sa tis fac to ry  (and p ro fita b le ) to 
Standard O il.

A  federa l grand ju ry  in D e tro it 
indicted the Bohn A lum inum  and 
Brass C orpora tion on A ugust 5 
fo r  conspiracy to  defraud the gov­
ernm ent by v io la tin g  specifica­
tions fo r  a irp lane engine cast­
ings. The ind ic tm en t said th a t the 
corpora tion “ d id  know ing ly , w i l l ­
fu lly ,  u n la w fu lly  and fe lon iously  
make and cause to  be made, in  a 
defective m anner, ce rta in  w a r 
m a te ria l.”  The w a r m ate ria l 
re fe rred  to  was castings fo r  the 
Packard M o to r C ar Company, 
p rim e con trac to r o f Rolls-Royce 
a irp lane engines fo r  the U . S. and 
G reat B r ita in .

D E F E C T IV E  C A STING S, 
R E P A IR S  A N D  EGGS

The corpora tion  tr ied  to defend 
its e lf  w ith  the sta tem ent tha t 
“ there has never been a single 
engine fa ilu re  due to an a lum inum  
casting made by us”  bu t i t  did 
not exp la in  w hy i t  had tr ie d  to 
conceal its  practices from  both 
Packard and the governm ent.

On A ug ust 6 the S u llivan D ry

Dock and R epa ir C orpora tion o f 
B rook lyn  was fined $5,000 and 
fo u r  p f its  o ffice rs and one em­
ploye were sentenced to  prison  
and fined. They had pleaded 
g u ilty  to  de fraud ing  the govern­
m ent ’ in  the construction  and 
re p a ir o f subm arine chasers.

In  A lbany, N. Y ., la s t week 
the governm ent opened its  case 
in  cou rt aga inst Sondra E gg 
Products Corpora tion and Samuel 
D unker and Company, who are 
charged w ith  w i l l fu l ly  se lling  the 
governm ent 050,000 pounds o f 
defective whole dried egg powder 
used fo r  lend-lease and fa k in g  its  
records in an a ttem p t to cover up 
its  crime.

B ig  corpora tion and li t t le ,  they 
are a ll dem onstra ting  th a t p ro fits  
are th e ir  p r im a ry  consideration. 
E ve ry th in g  else— the lives o f the 
men in the armed forces o f th is  
coun try  and its  allies, the s tru g ­
gle against h igh  prices and 
p ro fite e ring— is to  them e ithe r 
secondary o r to ta lly  un im portan t.
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The A ugust 1 issue o f the 
U n ited  M ine W orkers Journa l 
denounces the federal prosecution 
o f th ir t y  officers and members o f 
the U n ited  M ine W orkers under 
the S m ith-C onna lly  “ slave labo r’’ 
act. The Journa l states: “ I t  is 
the f irs t  hu n tin g  p a rty  and big  
k i l l  under the design o f the S m ith- 
Connally - Harness un - Am erican 
prescrip tion  fo r  shackling labor.”  

The Journa l makes the accusa­
tion  th a t “ the en tire  troub le  leads 
r ig h t  up to the backdoor o f the 
d ire c tin g  forces o f U . S. Steel.”  

T h is  federal prosecution re ­
presents the firs t ind ictm ent under 
the Sm ith-C onna lly  “ slave labo r”  
law. The 30 indicted o ffice rs and 
members o f the U .M .W . are en­
t it le d  to  the unqualified support 
o f the whole labor movement.

m in is tra tio n ’s Economic S tab iliza ­
tion  program  has been rem arkab ly 
successful, w ith  the s ingle excep­
tion  o f the cost o f food.”

The n o is ily  advertised price 
“ ro llback”  cam paign o f the M u r­
rays and Greens sOttnds p re tty  
foo lish iri the lig h t o f these facts.

*  * *

T h is  past week saw a num ber 
o f -large s trikes  break out in  both 
the U n ited  States and Canada. 
Canada’s b iggest w a lkou t o f the 
w a r occurred when 20,000 w o rk ­
ers in M on trea l’s three la rgest a ir ­
c ra ft p lan ts— F a irch ild , Noorduyn 
and Canadian V ickers— la id  down 
tools in  pro test over a 10 m onth 
runaround they have been receiv­
in g  on a c o s t-o f- liv in g  bonus 
demand.

“ . . .the CIO (p o lit ic a l)  program  
is e ffe c tive ly  heading o f f  a 
dangerous th ird  p a r ty  movement 
( in  M ich ig a n .)” — D a ily  W orke t, 
A ug ust 15.

sf: sf: jfc

From  an a rtic le , en titled  “ W ar 
and W hy,”  in  a recent issue o f 
The Search ligh t, voice o f F lin t  
Chevro let Local 050, U n ited  A u to  
W  o rke rs :

“ To speak o f cap ita lism  w ith ­
out w a r is like  speaking o f human 
beings w ith o u t lungs. The fa te  o f 
one is bound to the fa te  o f the 
other. . . T h a t m y fr ien ds  is why 
m y boy and you r boy is dy ing  
today.”

*  $  jfc

The Knitgoods W orkers Voice, 
o ffic ia l organ o f Local 155, I n - 1 
te rna tiona l Ladies G arm ent W o rk ­
ers, A F L , w rite s : “ The m ajor 
parties have been taken over by 
the reactionaries and profiteers. 
W e m ust answer them w ith  a 
na tion-w ide F a rm er Labor P a rty , 
th a t w ill t ru ly  represent the in ­
terests Of the A m erican peop le ... 
Independent P o litica l action in 
1941!”

*  *  *
W ill A llen , W ashington co r­

respondent o f Justice, o ffic ia l 
pub lica tion  o f ih e  In te rn a tion a l 
Ladies G arm ent W orkers, reports 
in the A ugust 15 issue th a t he 
has managed to  secure a copy o f 
Volum e 6 o f the O P A ’s own 
series o f “ W ar P ro fits  Studies.”  
O PA Economic A dv ise r G ilbert 
to ld  h im : “ These studies are not 
public documents. They are in ­
tended on ly fo r  the use o f OPA 
o ffic ia ls .”

A lle n  w rite s : “ W hy the public 
should no t know  the fac ts  in 
these w a r p ro fits  studies on ly  A d ­
m in is tra to r  B row n can say.”

The study reveals tha t “ one out 
o f every ten o f the b ig  whole­
salers in food reported p ro fits  up 
to 600%.

“ Two out o f every ten o f the 
sm alle r food wholesalers reported 
p ro fits  up to  600%.

“ Three ou t o f every ten food 
wholesalers reported p ro fits  over 
300% h igh e r than ini 1939.

“ F ou r out o f every seven food 
wholesalers reported p ro fits  over 
200% h igh e r than in 1939 etc., 
etc.”

Sum m ing up the whole th ing , 
the OPA study sta tes: “ Wholesale 
food grocers realized tw ice  as 
much on every do lla r o f sales in 
1942 as in 1939.”

A lle n  w rite s : “ The OPA report 
po in ts  up the ho llow  m ockery o f 
the cynical re p o rt on A ugust 10 
by W a r Labor Board Chairm an 
W illia m  H. Davis th a t the Ad-

The issue is the paym ent o f a 
back c o s t-o f- liv in g  bonus due the 
w orkers fro m  June 30, 1942 to 
M arch 22, 1948. th e  Canadian 
W ar Labor Board awarded the 
bonus bu t fa iled  to make i t  
re troactive  to the tim e  the cost 
o f liv in g  increased. B oth the 
Board and the Labor M in is te r 
a lib ied th a t they had no a u th o rity  
to  make such a decision. So, the 
w orkers made th e ir  decision—  
they walked out.

* * *
Two m onths ago the F a ir  E m ­

ploym ent Practices Com m ittee 
and o ther governm ent agencies 
took the in it ia t iv e  in enforcing 
the segregation o f Negro w o rk ­
ers employed in a M obile sh ip­
yard. Im m edia te ly  a g rea t pro test 
against th is  po licy was raised by 
every im p o rta n t N egro organ iza­
tion  in the coun try  and many 
unions, who correctly  pointed out 
th a t i t  would serve as an im petus 
to  the segregation o f Negro w o rk ­
ers in o ther pa rts  o f the coun­
try .  T h is  p ro test was so loud th a t 
the FEPC had to stage a re trea t. 
I t  did so w ith  the assertion th a t 
w h ile  i t  stood by its  M obile po licy, 
th is  po licy was no t intended to 
serve as a model fo r  in du s tria l 
race re la tions elsewhere.

But now there comes evidence 
tha t the FEPC reassurances aren’t 
w o rth  the paper they are w ritte n  
on. The W ashington com m entator 
o f the New Leader reveals th a t 
the Em ployers Association o f 
Chicago,.has in fo rm ed the em­
ployers o f th a t c ity  th a t “ segrega­
tion  o f N eg fo  workers from  w hite  
w orkers is no t n e c e s ^ r ily  a v io la ­
tion  o f the an ti-d isc rim ina tion  
Executive O rder 8802 So long as 
the FEPC recently approved such 
a solution o f a rac ia l controversy 
at the yards Of the A labam a 
D rydock and S hipp ing Co. . .”

Roosevelt’s executive order 
estab lish ing the FEPC was once 
hailed by some foo lish people as 
“ another Em ancipation Proclam a­
tion .”  A c tu a lly  i t  has shown its e lf  
to be a pro -J im  Crow o u tfit tha t 
would, warm  the cockles o f J e ffe r­
son D avis’ heart.

* * *
The Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n  

gave its  blessing th is  week to 
us ing the a rm y d ra ft  as a weapon 
to  crack down on s trike rs . The 
W ar M anpower Commission has 
created a special category o f 
“ idleness”  and declared th is  
category to be “ a non-deferrab le 
a c t iv ity .”  S tr ike rs  w i l l  thus be 
in  “ the sta tus o f idleness”  and 
can be im m edia te ly  inducted in to  
the a rm y i f  th e ir  local boards 
choose to do so.
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C.P. Helped Badoglio To
Weather Initial Crisis

By F e lix  M orrow
The Com m unist P a rty  o f I ta ly  and its  a llies 

gave th e ir  support to the Badoglio reg im e d u rin g  
the f i r s t  week fo llo w in g  the dism issal o f M us­
so lin i. Th is fac t must be understood by every 
m ilita n t w o rk e r: i f  the Badoglio reg im e was 
not overth row n by the ris in g  masses d u rin g  tha t 
c ruc ia l week, it  is in pa rt due to the backing which 
Badoglio deceived fro m  (he S ta lirfis t-led  five -p a rty  
coa lition.

We w r ite  from  a fa r, bu t the m ain outlines o f 
w ha t happened in I ta ly  th a t week are c lear 
enough. F a r fro m  considering the dism issal o f 
M usso lin i as a sign o f repentance by the ru lin g  
class —  the monarchy, the church, the a rm y  gen­
erals and the big  cap ita lis ts  —  on whose beha lf 
M usso lin i had ru led, the in d u s tr ia l w orkers took 
i t  as a sign o f the reg im e’s weakness, and pressed 
fo rw a rd  fo r  a decisive v ic to ry  over the forces o f 
reaction.

The w orkers indicated th e ir  a tt itu d e  tow ard  the 
Badoglio reg im e by v io la tin g  its  orders ou tlaw ing  
dem onstrations and s trikes  and p o lit ic a l a c t iv ity  
in general. In  a num ber o f instances the w orkers 
stood th e ir  ground successfully aga inst orders 
o f o fficers to soldiers to f ife  in to  the crow ds; 
in the face o f the w orkers" de term ination , the 
soldiers refused to f ire .

When those tw o  phenomena come toge the r —  
w orkers re fu s in g  to re tre a t under leveled r if le s , 
and soldiers re fu s in g  to  f ire  —  they are the sure 
sign o f a revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion . They indicate 
th a t the Ita lia n  p ro le ta r ia t was ready to go to  
any lengths to smash th e ir  oppressors and set up 
th e ir  own governm enta l power to s trive  fo r  peace 
and freedom.

Instead o f leading the w orkers in th is  d irection , 
the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  a llies  pulled the workers 
in the opposite d irec tion . The p roof o f th is  is to 
be found inde lib ly  recorded in the S ta lin is t press 
o f those days.

O rig ina l S ta lin is t P o licy
L e t us examine the S ta lin is t line, as i t  unfolded 

in the D a ily  W orker.
The actua l S ta lin is t line  in I ta ly  tu rned  out 

to  be fa r  to  the r ig h t  o f w h a t even the D a ily  
W orke r ed ito rs tho ugh t i t  was go ing to be. Speak­
ing  fo r  themselves and as ye t w ith o u t news fro m  
abroad, the D a ily  W orke r ed itors on J u ly  27 con­
demned the Badoglio reg im e and any peace i t  
m ig h t make:

“ The new [Badoglio] reg im e set up by the 
palace coup is a m aneuver by those responsible 
fo r  fascism  and fo r  subjection o f the coun try  to 
the w a r aim s o f H it le r  Germany.

“ B y th is  maneuver, the fa sc is t ru l in g  classes 
aim  to  [get]. . .a type  o f peace w h ich  w i l l  per­
petuate those ve ry  forces responsible fo r  impos­
in g  fascism  upon the cou n try  and d ra gg ing  I ta ly  
in to  the w a r.”

T ha t was the  line  oh Tuesday, J u ly  27, tw o 
days a fte r  M usso lin i’s dism issal, B y Wednesday, 
however, Badog lio  had undergone a rem arkab le 
trans fo rm a tion , and not on ly he, bu t a ll the 
“ forces responsible fo r  im posing fascism .”  Re­
sponsible on Tuesday; bu t no longer on W ed­
nesday.

F o r by Wednesday, J u ly  28, the D a ily  W orke r 
had the line, in the fo rm  o f a Berne w ire less fro m  
“ In te rco n tine n t News,”  Moscow’s “ news”  service. 
The dispatch was ostensib ly the te x t o f a rad io 
broadcast by “ M ilano L ib e rta ,”  an underground 
rad io  s ta tion  speaking fo r  the f iv e -p a r ty  coa li­
tion  led by the S ta lin is ts .

Praised K in g  and Badoglio
This dispatch praises the K ing  and Badoglio 

fo r removing Mussolini! I t  does so in  the fo llow ­
ing words:

“ We greet a ll those who, understand ing the 
w ill o f the  nation* helped ban the ty ra n t  by ac­
tion  from  the top.”

In  order to ju s t i fy  th is  pra ise o f the Ita lia n  
ru lin g  class, the d ispatch —  in  language borrowed 
fro m  C h u rch ill’s reference to  M usso lin i as “ the 
one m an responsible’* —  a ttr ib u te s  eve ry th ing  
th a t happened prev ious ly  to M usso lin i alone. I t  
does so in  the fo llo w in g  w ords:

“ The man responsible fo r  a ll the m is fo rtunes 
o f our coun try  and fo r  a ll ou r calam ities, the man 
who drew  us in to  the w a r and who is responsible 
fo r  the defeat, hunger and ru in a tio n  o f ou r coun­
try ,  has now been removed fro m  the govern­
m ent.”

I t  then goes on to  assign the task  o f peace, 
no t to  the  masses, bu t to  “ th e ir  governm ent,”  the 
Badoglio feg im e. The day before, as we have seen, 
the D a ily  W orke r had c o rre c tly  said th a t any 
peace made by Badoglio would “ perpetuate those 
ve ry  forces responsible fo r  im posing fascism .”  
Now , however, the d ispatch to the D a ily  W orker 
asks Badog lio :

“ To save I ta ly  i t  is  no t enough to  ban M us­
so lin i. I t  is necessary a t once to  break the en­
s lav ing  tre a ty  w h ich binds us w ith  the Germans, 
to  im m ed ia te ly  ask the A llie s  fo r  an arm istice  
and to  begin peace nego tia tions. Th is is the peo­
p le ’s f i r s t  demand o f th e ir  governm ent.”  (M y  
ita lics .)

H a v ing  thus go tten  the line  fro m  abroad, the 
D a ily  W orke r ed itors were ready to  defend Bado­

glio . In  the J u ly  31 D a ily  W orke r James S. A llen  
rebukes libe ra ls  fo r  fe a rin g  a deal w ith  Bado­
g lio :

W ant Badoglio Deal
“ Badoglio is a new phenomenon. He is not 

Retain. He is not D arlan .
“ He is not on ly the Badoglio o f the E th iop ian  

cam paigns. . .
“ He is the man who in th is  tra n s ito ry  bu t s w ift  

and decisive moment o f na tiona l resurgence is 
confronted w ith  the im pera tive  na tiona l w i l l  fo r  
peace. . .

“ A t the present m oment c iv il w a r threatens on ly 
i f  the Badoglio reg im e re jects Hie A llie s  peace 
o ffe rs . . . C iv il w a r can be avoided i f  Badoglio 
makes peace. . .

“ Thus, to  raise the slogan o f ‘N o deals w ith  
Badoglio,’ under any circumstances, even i f  th is  
would mean knocking I ta ly  out o f the A x is  im ­
m ediate ly, is to befuddle the whole issue.”

This S ta lin is t line was com ple te ly in  obedience 
to  the C hurch ill-R oosevelt w a rn ings th a t they 
wanted no “ anarchy”  in  I ta ly .  The Ita lia n  press 
under Badog lio ’s con tro l picked th is  up and 
warned the masses o f I ta ly  th a t d isorders would 
mean im m ediate m il ita ry  occupation: Badoglio 
used G hurch ill-Rooseve lt’s statem ents to  th rea ten  
the Ita lia n  w orkers  w ith  the idea th a t i f  they 
made a revo lu tion  i t  would be crushed by  the  
A llie s . Thus, tha t f irs t  c ruc ia l week, there was 
an unholy un ited fro n t o f Badoglio. the “ democ­
racies”  and the S ta lin is ts  against the revo lu tion ­
a ry  overth row  o f the Ita lia n  ru lin g  class.

A nother S h ift in  L ine
N o t u n t il Roosevelt and C h u rch ill decided B a­

doglio was not th e ir  man, and announced renew al 
o f bombings —  no t u n t il then did the S ta lin is ts  
s h ift  th e ir  line. The A ug us t 2 D a ily  W orke r re ­
ported :

“ The f iv e  an ti-fa sc is t parties. . . have called 
on the w orkers o f no rthe rn  I ta ly  to  refuse f u r ­
the r co llabora tion w ith  the Badoglio govern­
m ent.”  To refuse “ fu r th e r  co llabora tion ”  m eant 
th a t they had collaborated w ith  it ,  th a t is, helped 
i t  to m a in ta in  itse lf.

Th is is openly adm itted  by James S. A lle n  in 
the A ug ust 5 D a ily  W orker, when he w rite s :

“ D u ring  the f irs t  f iv e  days the five -p a rty  coa li­
t ion  directed a ll its  e ffo r ts  tow ard fo rc in g  the 
Badoglio governm ent to  accept the A llied  te rm s .. .

“ When i t  became clear th a t Badoglio s im p ly 
was p lay ing  fo r  tim e. . . the approach towards 
the Badoglio governm ent o f both the A llie d  gov­
ernm ents and the a n ti-fa sc is t f ro n t  in  I ta ly  
changed.

“ The five -p a rty  coa lition  f irs t  increased d irec t 
pressure upon the regim e and when th is  fa iled 
to prodace resu lts  called fo r  its  ove rth row .”

I t  is clear, then, th a t the S ta lin is ts  and then- 
a llies helped the Badoglio reg im e to w eather the 
revo lu tio n a ry  wave o f the  f irs t  week. N o r does 
the S ta lin is t change o f line  tow ard Badoglio con­
s titu te  a fundam enta l change o f po licy. L ike  
C h urch ill and Roosevelt, whose line  they are fo l­
low ing,' the S ta lin is ts  are ready to  support any 
P rim e M in is te r named by the K in g  who w i l l  make 
peace w ith  the A llies .

The Church ill-R oosevelt po licy  is no t m ere ly  
one o f “ m il ita ry  expediency.”  A s  the y  have made 
p la in , they w a n t no revo lu tion  in  I ta ly ,  even 
though a w o rke rs ’ governm ent would t r y  to  take 
I ta ly  ou t o f the w ar. C h u rch ill and Roosevelt are 
guided no t by m il i ta ry  expediency bu t by  p o li­
t ic a l “ p rin c ip le ” : the p rinc ip le  th a t a t a ll costs 
the ca p ita lis t system m ust be m ain ta ined in  I ta ly . 
And th is  is the line  which the S ta lin is ts  also are 
fo llow ing , in the service o f “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria l­
ism.

The R evo lu tionary Program
A t (he opposite pole to th is  is the revo lu tiona ry  

program  fo r  the  Ita lia n  w o rk ing  class. The revo­
lu tio n a ry  pa rty  would, f i r s t  o f a ll, w a rn  the  w o rk ­
ers th a t i f  the Badoglio or a s im ila r reg im e s u r­
renders to the A llies , th a t regim e in re tu rn  would 
be recognized as the perm anent a u th o rity  fo r  
I ta ly  and Would be propped up by A llie d  bayonets 
against the w il l  o f the Ita lia n  masses. The revo­
lu tio n a ry  p a rty  would te ll the w orkers the t r u th :  
th a t peace under such conditions is the  peace o f 
s lavery. The revo lu tion is t is no t on ly against 
ca p ita lis t w ar, he is also aga inst ca p ita lis t peace.

The revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  in I ta ly  m ust no t 
be pe rm itted  to  d r i f t ,  fo r  the o p p o rtu n ity  m ay 
Well be los t fo r  a long tim e  i f  i t  is no t seized 
upon. W orke rs ’ councils m ust be fo rm ed in  the 
factories, peasant com m ittees in  the v illages, and 
sold iers’ councils in  the reg im ents, and, on ly  these 
should bo recognized as having a u th o r ity  to  speak 
fo r  the Ita lia n  people. O nly a W orke rs ’ and Peas­
an ts ’ Governm ent based oh such couhcils can 
s trugg le  fo r  a progressive peace and a rea l fu ­
tu re  fo r  the Ita lia n  people.

Such is the basic program  which, we can be 
sure, our T ro ts k y is t comrades are advancing, as 
they escape fro m  the prisons o r make th e ir  way 
back in to  Ita ly ,  arid begin bu ild ing  the Bolshevik- 
Le n in is t p a rty  which w il l  lead the Ita lia n  revo lu ­
tion  to  v ic to ry .
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Ita lian  Workers Played Leading 
Part In Downfall Of Mussolini

By George B re itinan
The events o f the last month 

in I ta ly  have already shown tha t 
the rea l an ti-fasc is ts  are the 
masses, and p a rtic u la r ly  the in ­
du s tria l workers. General E isen­
hower has tr ie d  to pass o f f  
V ic to r Em m anuel and Co. as 
an ti-fasc is ts . B u t i t  wasn’t  t i l l  
a fte r  three days o f mass demon­
stra tions, s trikes and parades 
fo llo w in g  the fa l l  o f M ussolin i 
th a t I ta ly ’s ru le rs f in a lly  moved 
to abolish the fasc is t pa rty . And 
w h ile  the Ita lia n  masses were 
f ig h tin g  to d rive  the fascists from  
a ll posts on the Ita lia n  m ain­
land, the A llie d  leaders were 
o rdering  a ll bu t the most no to ri- 

>ous and hated fasc is t o ffic ia ls  to 
rem ain a t th e ir  posts in  S ic ily . 
Even i f  they hadn’t  lif te d  a hand 
in resistance to  fascism before the 
fa ll o f M ussolin i, the Ita lia n  
w orkers have am ply demonstrated 
since then th a t the masses alone 
can be depended on to roo t out 
and destroy a ll vestiges of 
fascism.

But despite the censorship there 
is already p len ty o f evidence at 
hand to  show th a t the workers 
played a leading role in  the down­
fa ll o f M ussolin i as w ell as in 
the sha tte ring  o f fascism a fte r 
his removal. T h e ir resistance to 
fascism began m any years ago— 
in fac t, before V ic to r Emmanuel 
called M ussolin i to power. Before 
he could assume his office and 
a fte r, M usso lin i had to wage a 
long fig h t to destroy the w o rk ­
ers’ o rgan izations because they 
were the ch ie f opposition to 
fascism . M ore recently,* a ll the 
w o rld  has recognized th a t the. 
w orkers in the factories and the 
a rm y did no t support M usso lin i’s 
w a r and th a t i t  was th e ir  re ­
sistance which spelled his doom.

IM P E T U S  TO A C T IO N
Was th e ir  resistance purely 

passive— m anifested on ly in re ­
fusal to figh t, mass desertions, 
low morale, lack o f confidence in 
the reg im e— or did  i t  take  on 
more active form s? We under­
stand how d iff ic u lt  i t  is no rm a lly  
fOr the masses to  conduct open 
oppositional a c t iv ity  under a 
fasc is t d ic ta to rsh ip , bu t the w ar 
and the reverses o f M usso lin i’s 
arm ies opened up new pos­
s ib ilities . F ive  years ago, in  the 
reso lu tion “ The Death A gony of 
C apita lism  and the Tasks o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l,”  L e o n  
T ro ts k y  pointed out What develop­
ments could be expected to  sw ing 
the masses in to  m otion in the 
fasc is t countries. “ I t  is . ve ry  
lik e ly ,”  he w ro te , “ th a t a genuine 
p ro le ta rian  success in one o f the 
‘dem ocratic’ countries w i l l  be 
necessary to g ive im petus to the 
revo lu tiona ry  movement On fasc­
is t te r r ito ry . A  s im ila r e ffec t is 
possible by means o f a financial 
o r m il ita ry  catastrophe.”  Musso­
l in i ’s m il ita ry  catastrophe began 
not w ith  the invasion o f S ic ily  
but w ith  the defeat in N o rth  
A frica .

I t  w i l l  probably be some tim e 
before we ge t the whole p icture, 
bu t we have enough ind ica tions 
now to  be able to draw  the con­
clusion th a t i t  was the defeat in  
N o rth  A fr ic a  which began the 
trans fo rm a tion  o f passive in to  
active resistance by the masses 
in Ita ly .

“ LA B O R  S T R IF E ”
A f te r  the fa l l  o f M usso lin i the 

S ta lin is t press in New York, and 
Moscow began to discuss la rge 
s trikes in  M ilan  and T u r in  d u r­
in g  las t M arch. One m ust always 
approach S ta lin is t reports W ith at 
least a g ra in  o f salt. B u t there 
is additiona l evidence th a t s trikes 
had taken place in these cities, 
evidence th a t was o ffe red  before 
M usso lin i’s fa ll.  The M arch issue 
o f I ta lia  L ibera, organ o f the 
underground A ction  P a rty , also 
reported a s tr ik e  o f between 40,- 
000 and 50,000 Workers in  40 
factories in  the T u r in  area.

On M ay 27 the D a ily  Telegraph 
o f London reported: “ I ta ly  is also 
racked by labor s tr ife . The g ra v ity  
o f the s itua tion  can be judged by 
the fact th a t T H E  IT A L IA N  
G O V E R N M E N T  H AS B E E N  
FORCED TO IS S U E  P U B L IC L Y  
A DEC REE O R D E R I N G
s t r ik e r s  t o  r e t u r n  t o
W O RK. H ith e rto  the existence o f 
s trikes has been kept Secret. The 
decree makes it  c lear tha t the 
fasc is t leg is la tion  js  fa il in g  to 
func tion .”  W hat i t  ce rta in ly  made 
clear was tha t s trikes  were 
beginn ing to take place on such 
a scale tha t no pretense could 
cover them up.

O P E N L Y  S T A T E D  FE A R S
On M ay 21, Carlo Scorza, secre­

ta ry  o f the fasc is t p a rty , found 
i t  necessary to announce pu b lic ly : 
“ I ta ly  has fo llow ed a too-e lastic 
and to le ra n t and good-natured 
po licy tow a rd  a ll in te rna l ques­
tions fo r  long enough, and the 
tim e  has come fo r  a f irm e r line .”

On June 13 the Pope warned a 
m eeting o f 26,000 in Rome against 
the “ fa lse prophets”  preaching 
revo lu tion . He was ce rta in ly  not 
addressing h im se lf to V ic to r E m ­
manuel or Badoglio in  th is  way. 
A s The M il ita n t  po in ted ou t on

June 26: “ T h is  speech, taken in 
connection w ith  the la tes t reports 
o f conditions in  I ta ly ,  makes clear 
th a t revo lu tiona ry  a g ita tio n  is 
ve ry  widespread and open, th a t 
i t  has penetrated in to  w ide ranks 
o f the population and th a t the 
w o rk in g  class is seriously prepar­
ing  fo r  the overth row  o f Mus­
so lin i’s fasc is t reg im e.”

M U S S O LIN I'S  A D M IS S IO N
Jririe 24 M usso lin i Mim'self 

spoke to (he Fascist D irectora te  
on problems raised by the 
threatened invasion Of I ta ly .  On 
Ju ly  4 S tefan i, the Ita lia n  news 
agency, released the text o f th is  
address, which was his last public 
speech. The N. Y , Time's report on 
the te x t (J u ly  5) says: “ E x ­
am in ing the s itua tion  in Ita ly , 
the P rem ier in his message not 
on ly  noted the existence o f a 
‘neg lig ib le ’ opposition but also 
re fe rred  to labor urirest irt some 
industries.”  M ussolin i could s t i l l  
a ttem p t to m in im ize th is  “ un rest”  
but he could no longer ignore it.

Two days a fte r  the overth row  
o f M usso lin i the S ta lin is t-con­
tro lled  rad io , M ilano L ib e rta , 
issued a proclam ation saying in 
p a rt: “ We greet the masses o f 
brave men who by th e ir  demon­
stra tions  aga inst the fasc is t gov­
ernm ent fo r  peace, by th e ir  w ork 
stoppages, s trikes, sabotage in 
w ar in d u s try  and resistance to the 
fasc is t executioners havo forced 
the ty ra n t to be banned.”  ( D a ily  
W orker, J u ly  28.) W hile  i t  is 
correct to  be suspicious o f a ll re­
ports inade by the S ta lin is ts , i t  
is not log ica l to believe th a t they 
would make such a statem ent to 
w orkers in I ta ly  unless the w o rk ­
ers themselves were already 
aware o f s trikes, sabotage, etc.

In th e ir  Ju ly  25 announcement 
on the rem oval o f M ussolin i, by 
which the Ita lia n  people were 
firs t in fo rm ed o f what had hap­
pened, V ic to r Em m anuel and 
Badoglio s ta ted : “ In th is  solemn 
hour fo r the destiny o f the fa the r- 
land, let each one re tu rn  to his 
post o f duty,- fa ith  and ba ttle .”  
A s the B r it is h  T ribune correctly  
asks: “ W hy ca ll on everybody to 
re tu rn  to his post unless people 
were, deserting th e ir  posts—  
s tr ik in g , dem onstra ting , vo ting  
against the w ar w ith  th e ir fe e t? ”

TW O  D E C IS IV E  FACTORS
Thus i t  is reasonable to  assume 

th a t I ta ly ’s ru lers, who probably 
had been considering the dum ping 
o f M usso lin i fo r  some tim e, took 
the action when they  did no t on ly 
because o f the worsen ing o f the 
m il ita ry  s itua tion  b u t also be­
cause o f the rise in protests, 
s trikes, etc. W hich fa c to r played 
the g rea te r p a rt we cannot say, 
bu t we dare no t ignore e ith e r i f  
we w an t to understand the 
mechanics o f M usso lin i’s down­
fa ll and o f the events th a t rap id ly  
fo llowed. (The m il ita ry  s itua tion  
its e lf, by the w ay, was due in  
la rge measure to  the resistance 
o f the masses: i t  would have been 
a d iffe re n t m il ita ry  s itua tion  i f  
the masses had supported the 
w a r.)

B ut, someone may, say, i f  a 
s ign ifican t num ber o f the masses 
were a lready in  action— and the 
ru lin g  class m ust have known 
about i t  i f  they  were— w h y d idn ’t  
they make b igg e r po litica l cap ita l 
out o f M usso lin i’s ouster than 
they did ? W hy d idn ’t  they pu t 
on a “ dem ocratic”  mask and thus i 
t r y  to  “ s a tis fy ”  and check the ;
masses ? Doesn’t  th a t indicate 
perhaps th a t the re  was no serious 
mass action before Jzily 25 ?

Not a t a ll. The events th a t took 
place before Ju ly  25, about which 
we are g e ttin g  more and more 
incon trove rtib le  evidence, are not 
determ ined by w hat the ru lif lg  
class did the rea fte r, bu t ra the r 
the o ther way around; The ru lin g  
class acted the way It  did id 
rem oving M usso lin i because i t  
fa iled  to estim ate the s itua tion  
correctly.

The ru lin g  class had become 
convinced th a t M usso lin i was used 
up and th a t  they would have to 
get r id  o f h im — i f  not on J u ly  
25, then soon a fte r— or be dragged 
down w ith  him . O nly fo r  th is  
reason would they r is k  upse tting  
the whole applecart. We m ust 
rem em ber th a t w h ile  the action 
o f the masses p r io r  to Ju ly  25 had 
a lready begun to m an ifes t its e lf  
in  the open, i t  had no t ye t taken 
on the g re a te r scope i t  was to 
assume in i i  few sho rt days. As 
a resu lt some o f the ru lin g  class 
probably hoped the mere rem oval 
o f M usso lin i would sa tis fy  the 
masses; others, not sharing  th is  
hope, may have fe lt  i t  was w o rth  
the r is k  i f  i t  gave them  some 
tim e  to s trengthen th e ir  position 
aga inst the masses.
Ru l e r s  m is c a l c u l a t e d

B iff events and the masses 
moved much more ra p id ly  than 
they had expected. The open a n ti­
fascist and a n ti-w a r dem onstra­
tions o f the masses befofe Ju ly  
25 helped to p rec ip ita te  the 
fa ll o f M usso lin i; in  ta rn  the 
fa ll o f M usso lin i encouraged and 
strengthened and speeded up the 
action o f the masses. W ith in  three 
days they forced the governm ent 
to abolish the fasc is t pa rty , free 
some po litica l prisoners, etc.

The ru lin g  class’s- fa ilu re  to 
foresee the ra p id ity  w ith  w h ich 
the masses moved a f te r  Ju ly  25 
is not p roo f th a t the masses were 
not dem onstra ting  and s tr ik in g  
and leav ing  th e ir  posts before 
th a t date. R a ther i t  is p ro o f th a t 
the masses regarded the ousting  
o f M ussolin i as th e ir  own achieve­
m ent, th a t they did no t g ive any 
c red it fo r  i t  to the ru lin g  class. 
And they could have th is  fee ling  
on ly i f  they had already openly 
begun th e ir  mass s trugg les be­
fore the ru lin g  Class dismissed 
M ussolin i.

W H Y  N f j “ D E M O C R A C Y ?”
W hy, i f  they saw the masses 

already in action, d idn ’t  the  
Ita lia n  ru lin g  class go “ demo­
c ra tic ”  a fte r  the rem oval o f M us­
so lin i ? W hy don’t  they do i t  
now ? One reason is th a t they 
fa iled  to understand w ha t was 
happening. A no ther reason— and 
th is  is the most im p o rta n t one—  
is th a t they don 't in tend to re tu rn  
to dem ocratic cap ita lism  unless i t  
i t  absolute ly necessary, unless 
they can see no o ther w ay to  
ave rt a w orkers  revo lu tion . They 
know  how qu ick ly  the masses pasa 
th rough  and beyond the “ demo® 
c ra tic ”  stage in a revo lu tiona ry  
s itua tion  and they  in tend t« 
prevent the masses fro m  en ter­
in g  th a t stage fo r  as long  a 
period as possible.

I t  must also be borne in m ind 
th a t in the period o f cap ita lis t 
decline and decay the trend is not 
fo r  the cap ita lis ts  to  restore but 
to destroy dem ocratic r ig h ts  
wherever they exist. The events 
of. the past few weeks have shown 
th a t th e ir  aim was and' is to in ­
s titu te  a m ilita ry -m o n a rch is t- 
c le rica l-po lice d ic ta torsh ip , shorn 
o f a few o f the fascist leaders. 
W hatever dem ocratic r ig h ts  the 
masses get in I ta ly , they w ill 
have to take. A ny o ther estim ate 
is based on a misconception about 
the na ture o f cap ita lism  in  its  
im p e ria lis t stage.

The fa ilu re  o f the cap ita lis ts  to  
make even a pretense o f re tu rn ­
in g  to democracy on Ju ly  25 
proves a lo t about the na ture  o f 
fascism  as a too l o f cap ita lism , 
but i t  proves absolute ly no th ing, 
one w ay o r the other, about how 
active a ro le the masses played 
in the rem oval o f M ussolin i.

I t  is perhaps too ea rly  to  w r ite  
the conclusive analysis o f the fa l l  
o f M ussolin i. B u t a lready we are 
able to  see th a t such an analysis 
cannot be w ritte n  a t a ll unless i t  
takes in to  consideration the active 
revo lu tiona ry  role o f the Ita lia n  
masses in  the period lead ing up 
to  J u ly  25.

J

LEON TROTSKY’ S
LAST WRITINGS:

IN DEFENSE OF MARXISM
(A ga inst the: Petty^Bourgeois O ppos ition )

In tro d u c tio n  by W illia m  F . W arde and Joseph Hansen 
240 pages

Poperbound $1.50 Clothbound $2.00 ^

S E N D  Y O U R  O RDER TO

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S

116 U N IV E R S ITY  PLACE NEW  Y O R K  C IT Y

S’



S A T U R D A Y , AU G U S T 21, 1943 T H E  M I L I T A N T T H R E B

The M il ita n t ’s ve ry  f irs t  a rtic le  
on the recent an ti-N egro  r io tin g  
in  D e tro it warned against “ a 
possible a ttem p t to p in  the blame 
fo r  the whole tra g ic  a f fa ir  on the 
N egro people.”  T h is  poss ib ility , 
which seemed so remote less than 
two m onths ago, is now an ug ly  
re a lity . The agencies o f “ law and 
order,”  both state and federal, 
have opened up w ith  a ll th e ir  lig h t 
and heavy a r t il le ry  against the 
v ic tim s o f ' mob violence which 
they are supposed to prevent and 
punish.

P rom inent among these agen­
cies is the M ich igan governor’s 
fac t-find ing  com m ittee, wh ich was 
set up to  investiga te  and repo rt 
on. the causes o f the an ti-N egro  
te rro r  and which has s te rn ly  op­
posed a ll demands fo r  a grand 
ju ry  investiga tion .

The com m ittee issued a very 
long rep o rt las t week. I t  ex­
pressed m any noble sentim ents, 
advocating th a t the s itua tion  
m ust be examined W ithout bias 
o r prejudice. I t  was filled  w ith  
charts and graphs and s ta tis tics  
and maps and documents. I t  re ­
commended th a t a study o f the 
s itua tion  be made by “ the proper 
social agencies”  so' th a t “ there’ 
can be a fra n k , s tfa itfo rW a fd  
approach, to' th is  prob lem .”

The com m ittee ’s own approach 
to. the problem  has been w e ll 
sum m arized by the A ugust 13 
Press Service o f the N a tiona l A s­
sociation fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Colored People:

“ F u lly  one-th ird  o f the digested 
te x t as reported in  the D e tro it 
dailies, August 11, concerns its e lf 
w ith  m inu te ly  detailed descrip­
tions o f w hat the report describes 
as ‘disconnected incidents p ro­
voked by a group o f Negroes.’

“ Violence o f whites against 
Negroes is dism issed s t ir t iit ia fily  
in  a short paragraph', despite the 
fac t i t  is asserted th is  violence 
extended Over a period Of tw en ty 
hours, from  4 A. M „ June 21, 
u n t il 11 P. M. tha t same day. 
D u ring  th is  period 1,500 persons 
were arrested o f whom 85% were 
Negroes. Seventeen o f the 25 
s la in  Negroes were k ille d  by 
police.”

O f the behavior by the police, 
who laughed when they saw w h ite  
hoodlums beating up Negroes and 
who shot to  k il l when they saw 
Negroes successfully res is ting  
these attacks, the com m ittee ’s 
rep o rt had no th in g  to find  but 
praise.

The th ird  pa rt o f the com m it­
tee rep o rt is  devoted to  an a ttack 
on the Negro press, Negro 
leaders and Negro organ izations 
lik e  the N A A C P  and the M arch- 
On-W asHingtoh Movem ent fo r  
“ in s p ir in g ”  the r io t.  The gov­
e rnor’s com m ittee pretends th a t 
they are to  blame because they 
urged the N egro people to  seek 
equal r ig h ts . As the N A A C P  puts 
it ,  “ Negroes have asked no th in g  
but sim ple justice  and the rep o rt 
to the  governor calls them 
ag ita to rs .”

I  have read the long digest o f 
the com m ittee ’s re p o rt p rin ted  in  
the D e tro it press. W hile  I  m yse lf 
could no t read i t  in  the “ un­
biased”  m anner which the com­
m ittee  recommends, I  did t r y  to  
p ic tu re  the reaction to the re ­
p o rt by the average man or 
woman who was not ve ry  w e ll 
acquainted w ith  the s itua tion . The 
resu lt would be, I  am sure, tha t 
th is  average man o r woman would 
put down the paper and say, 
“ W ell, i t ’s tbo bad the whole th in g

happened, but it  looks as though 
those Negroes got what they 
deserved.”  '1'hus the committee 
added provocation and insult to 
manifold in ju ry .

Two members o f the governor’s 
com m ittee were the county prose­
cu tin g  a tto rney  and the' c ity  
police commissioner. The other 
tw o were the state d is tr ic t a t­
to rney and the state police com­
m issioner. A ll o f  these men were 
heads o f departm ents which were 
responsible in  more ways than 
one fo r  the heavy casualties in 
D e tro it. So i t  would have been 
foo lish to  expect an y th in g  else of 
them.

B u t w hat about F rancis  J.- 
B iddle? He re fers to  h im se lf as 
a libe ra l and in recent m onths has 
even been posing as a fr ie n d  o f 
the Negro people. As A tto rn e y  
General he is the ch ie f law  en­
forcem ent o ffice r in  the country. 
Y e t his co n trib u tio n  to  the discus­
sion las t week was no less con­
tem ptib le  and reactionary  than 
the report- o f the M ich igan 
governor’s com m ittee.

B iddle sent an F B I agent to 
D e tro it and when he go t his 
find ings w ro te  a confidentia l 
le tte r  to  Roosevelt, pa rts  o f which 
were made public la s t week. The 
ch ie f emphasis in his le tte r  was 
placed on the need fo r  more police 
to  handle fu tu re  “ race r io ts .”  The 
W orkers Defense League’s com­
m ent on th is  aspect o f the le tte r 
is w o rth  re p r in t in g : “ Shooting 
rio te rs  in D e tro it and New Y ork  
is ce rta in ly  no solution. Y ou r 
rep o rt does no t reveal any sign 
th a t a more fundam enta l solu­
tion  is to  be sought fo r .”

Then Biddle w ent on to pay 
lip-service to  the need fo r  be tte r 
housing and recreational fa c ilit ie s , 
the lack o f which he understands 
to be one o f the causes o f the 
anti-Negro attacks. B u t since he 
knows th a t the goverhm ent is not 
go ing to do a n y th in g  fundam enta l 
about housing, etc., he feels th a t 
the movement o f Negroes to 
certa in  tear production centers 
should be lim ite d  o r stopped. N o t 
the movement o f w h ite  and N egro  
w orkers ; b u t o f Negro w orkers 
only.

What . is th is but a cowardly 
way o f saying tha t Negro m igra­
tion to war centers is the eaUSe 
of violence against Negroes and 
that the way to' avert this violence 
is to keep Negroes out? Further­
more, the NAACP points out, 
‘Those employers who are reluc­
tant to hire Negroes discover an 
unexpected a lly when the A t­
torney General suggests that 
Negroes dot eVeU be permitted to 
move into those' centers where 
Negroes are needed.”

L a te r in  the week B iddle back­
tracked on th is  proposal, dissert­
in g  ‘ th a t i t  Was no t a recom­
mendation to Roosevelt b u t a sug­
gestion, th a t ca re fu l study should 
be given to  the m a tte r and th a t 
he knew o f “ no present p lan to 
p ro h ib it m ig ra tio n .”

A ll these slanders aga inst the 
Negro people are com m itted in 
the name Of preserv ing “ law  and 
order.”  A c tu a lly  w ha t they create 
is ju s tifie d  contem pt and h o s tility  
fo r  the o ffic ia ls  t r y in g  to cover up 
th e ir  own c rim in a l respons ib ility  
and to  d iv e rt a tten tion  fro m  the 
J im  Crow system which breeds 
an ti-N egro  Violence. To the  extent 
th a t they show Negro and w h ite  
w orkers th a t they can re ly  on ly  
on themselves fo r  the so lu tion  o f 
th e ir  pressing problem s, even 
these slanders pe rfo rm  a useful 
fuUetiOri.

Pioneer Paragraphs

THE SOVIET UNION IN WAR
By Leon T ro tsky

Social regim es lik e  a ll o ther 
phenomena m ust be estim ated 
com para tive ly . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  
a ll its  con trad ic tious, the Soviet 
reg im e in  the m a tte r o f s ta b ility  
s t i l l  has immense advantages over 
the regim es o f its  probable 
enemies. The ve ry  po ss ib ility  o f 
a ru le  o f the Nazis over the Ger­
man people was created by  the 
unbearable tenseness o f social 
antagonism s in  Germany. These 
antagonism s have no t been re ­
moved, and no t even weakened, 
b u t on ly  suppressed, by the lid  o f 
fascism . A  w a r W ill b r in g  them  
to  the surface. H it le r  has fa r  less 
chances than had W ilhe lm  I I  o f 
c a rry in g  a w a r to  v ic to ry . O nly 
a  t im e ly  revo lu tion , by saving 
Germ any fro m  w ar, could save her 
fro m  a new defeat. . .

The danger o f w a r and a defeat 
o f the  Soviet U n ion  is a re a lity , 
b u t the revo lu tion  is also a re a lity . 
I f  the revo lu tion  does no t prevent 
w ar, then w a r w ill help the revo lu ­
tion . Second b ir th s  are comrriouly 
easier titan  firs t. In  the new w ar, 
i t  w i l l  no t be necessary to  w a it 
a whole tw o  years and h a lf  fo r  
the f irs t  insurrection . Once i t  is 
begun, m oreover, the  revo lu tion

W ill no t th is  tim e  stop h a lf  way. 
The fa te  o f the Soviet U n ion w ill 
be defcided in  the long rUn not 
on the maps of" the general s ta ffs , 
bu t on the  map o f the class 
s trugg le . O nly the European 
p ro le ta ria t, im p lacab ly opposing 
its  bourgeoisie and in  the' same 
camp w ith  them  the “ frien ds  of 
peace',”  ean pro tect the Soviet 
Un ion fro m  destruction, o t  fro m  
an “ a llie d ”  stab in the back. Even 
a m il ita ry  defeat o f the Soviet 
Un ion would be on ly  a short 
episode, in  case o f a v ic to ry  o f 
the p ro le ta r ia t in  o the r countries. 
A nd on the o ther hand, no m il i­
ta ry  v ic to ry  can save the in ­
heritance o f the  October revo lu ­
tion , i f  im peria lsm  holds ou t in 
the rest o f the w orld . . .

—^F ro tfi Pp. 38-39 , “ In  
Defense o f the  Soviet 
U n ion ,”  1937* 40  pages, 
10 cents. O rde r fro m  
P ioneer P ub lishers, 116 
U n ive rs ity  Place, N. Y . 3 , 
N. Y .

Liberals Whine But Remain 
‘Loyal Opposition’ On Ita ly
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Significance Of The 
Red Army’s Morale

By M. Morrison

the same tim e  th a t the Ita lia n  
people were warned th a t no p o li­
t ic a l a c tiv ity  would be to le rated.

I t  was obvious th a t Roosevelt 
and. C h u rch ill were p lann ing  to 
Continue v ir tu a lly  the same p o li­
cy in I ta ly  th a t they  had p u r­
sued in N o rth  A fr ic a . The s ta rk ly  
reactionary  character o f th is  p o li­
cy stands op t in  more g la r in g  
fo rm  in  Ita ly ,  because there its  
app lica tion  takes place against 
the background o f w o rkers ’ dem­
onstra tions and s tr ikes  against 
the war.

M O RE W A IL IN G
The libera ls , stunned and a la rm ­

ed a t the tu rn  o f events, fo rg o t 
fo r  the m om ent th e ii- heroic cam­
paign fo r  “ unconditiona l surrend­
e r”  and set up a g re a t how l about 
the new “ blunders.”  M ax Le rne r 
demanded to know in P M : “ W hat 
happens when the Badoglio gov­
ernm ent o r some o ther lik e  i t  sur­
renders ? W h a t so rt o f tem porary  
po litica l o rder w i l l  be encouraged 
in I ta ly  ? W ill we, fro m  fe a r o f 
d isorder and revo lu tion , freeze 
the s itua tion  and enjtrench Bado­
g lio  in  power? I t  would seem so, 
ju d g in g  fro m  C h u rch ill’s w a rn ­
ing . .

I. F. Stone, w r it in g  in the A u g ­
ust 7 issue o f The N a tion , cries 
Plotid: “ f am beginn ing to  feel 
th a t While We a te  ready .to make 
deals w ith  any crooks at the top 
except the fu ll-fled ged , fu l ly  la ­
beled N azis and Fascists, We are 
out to demand ‘unconditiona l s u r­
render’ o f the peoples o f Europe 
to w hat must begin to  seem to 
them A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria l­
ism. The Europe th a t A fngo t 
would restore is not a E u ro p e 'id  
which. the Four Freedoms could 
be achieved.”

PLAIN ig n o r a n c e ?
In  the same vein, J. A lva rez  Del 

Vayo, fo re ign  m in is te r in Cabal­
le ro ’s cabinet, b i t te r ly  com plains 
in The N a tion  th a t “ o rd in a ry  E u ­
ropeans. su ffe r in g  under a com­
b ina tion  o f w a r and ty ra n n y ; 
must th in k  sometimes th a t in 
higher spheres o f the U n ited  N a ­
tions are men who don’t  know 
w hat they want. C onstan tly  the 
people are asked by A llie d  leaders 
to  rebel aga inst th e ir  N azi and 
Fascist oppressors. B u t when the 
hour fo r  re v o lt s trikes , they  find 
those same leaders busy o ffe r in g  
te rm s to the men they have learn ­
ed to hate and d is tru s t, w h ile  
they, the people, are urged to  
keep order a t a ll costs.”

A lexander H. U h l, fo re ign  
ed ito r o f PM, sums i t  a ll up on 
A ug ust 11: “ The shocking fa c t is 
th a t in  a w a r fo r  democracy the 
State D epartm ent is a fra id  o f the 
o rd ina ry  people, who are our 
friends; and is bu ild in g  on a 
foundation  o f vested in terests 
which use fascism  when i t  suits 
them  and ditch i t  when i t  doesn’t . ”

W h a t conclusions do the libera ls  
draw  from  these facts ? Obviously 
the  libe ra ls  are w e ll in form ed. 
They see w ha t is go ing on. The 
p ie ttire  is a ll too transparen t and 
Unam biguously revea ling : The 
A rtg lo -A m efican  cap ita lis ts  are 
turt f ig h tin g  to b rin g  democracy 
to  the peoples o f Europe. Instead, 
they  are determ ined to  stam p out 
every Vestige o f democracy, to  
crush a ll revo lts  on the p a rt o f 
(lie  peoples o f Europe. A ng lo - 
A m erican cap ita lis ts  have shown 
tt ia t  like  th e ir  A x is  opponents 
they are no t f ig h tin g  fo r  h igh  
ideals, fo r  a b e tte r w orld , but 
s im p ly  to destroy business r iv a ls  
and to establish th e ir  own hege­
m ony over the w o rld .

NO C H AN G ES
In  the l ig h t  o f these irre fu ta b le  

facts, do the libe ra ls  now say: 
We were wrong, we were m istaken 
about th is  w ar. We adm it we were 
confused, we were dupes o f the

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
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w ar propaganda; We now see the 
l ig h t , , we now rea lize the tru th  
tha t the war is a reactionary war 
fo r m arkets, fo r  colonies, fo r  ex­
p lo ita tion  o f the people.

No, they do no t say an y th ing  
o f the k ind . They continue to 
hedge and dodge and quibble. 
They continue to  voice pious 
hopes. They continue the farce o f 
separa ting Roosevelt fro m  his 
S tate D epartm ent. They continue 
to  d iv ide  the State D epartm ent

in to  “ good”  and “ bad”  men. They 
continue to s p lit  ha irs. They con­
tinue  to w r ite  sophistries. They 
continue to  m outh phrases and 
slogans about the “ w a r of 
freedom ,”  the “ people’s w a r,”  etc.

Despite a ll th e ir w h in ing  and 
com pla in ing, they continue to 
cover up the crim e o f Roosevelt 
and C hurch ill and to whoop i t  up 
fo r  the war. Thus they demon­
stra te  the emptiness and lack o f 
seriousness o f th e ir  c ritic ism .

Thus they dem onstrate the spuri 
ous.. .na tu re  o f th e ir  opposition. 
They . are m ere ly  the tra d itio n a l 
K in g ’s loya l opposition, which by 
its  c ritic ism  acts as the safe ty 
valve fo r  the reg im e and helps 
to  s tab ilize  it .

(The second and concluding 
section o f th is  a rtic le  on the 
Am erican libe ra ls  and I ta ly  w ill 
be prin ted  in next week’s issue 
o f The M ilita n t.— Ed.)

Soviet Gains Perturb 
Conferees In Quebec

(Continued from  page 1)

“ Nobody here is prepared to die 
fo r  dear old Eston ia, L ith ua n ia , 
and L a tv ia .”  (N . Y. T im es, 
A ugust 14.)

W ashington, the senior pa rtn e r 
in the coa lition , is  fa r  more in - 
trans igean t on th is  po in t. The 
N . Y. Times, which o ften re flects  
State D epartm ent opin ion, pub­
lished an e d ito r ia l on A ug ust 11 
en titled  “ F in lan d : A  Test Case,”  
w h ich  warns the Soviet U n ion to 
keep hands o f f  “ poor l i t t le  F in ­
land”  even though M annerheim ’s 
F in land  is presum ably an an­
tagon is t and the Soviet an a lly  
o f W ashington. The governm ent 
o f the Am erican cap ita lis ts  wants 
to leave the way open to bu ild ing  
a r in g  o f sa te llite  states around 
the Soviet Union which can shut 
the w orkers ’ s tate o f f  from  
Europe and be used, i f  necessary, 
as opera ting  bases fo r  in te rven ­
tion .

C A U S E  OF FO R E B O D IN G

H ut much more is involved than 
the question o f the B a ltic  and 
border states. The Soviet U n ion 
is a w o rkers ’ s ta te  which, despite 
its  degeneration under the reac­
tio n a ry  S ta lin  le g ib le , is based 
no t upon ca p ita lis t p ro pe rty  re la ­
tions bu t upon nationalized p ro p ­
e rty . A ltho ug h  S ta lin  fears the 
consequences o f revo lu tiona ry  
convulsions in  Europe as much as 
Roosevelt and C hurch ill, the so­
cial-economic na ture  o f the Soviet 
reg im e im pels h im  to  make in ­
roads upon ca p ita lis t p ro pe rty . 
Thus in  1939 the S ta lin is ts  were 
forced to  na tiona lize  p ro p e rty  in  
E aste rn  Poland, the B a ltic  states, 
etc.

S ta lin ism  is the deadly enemy 
o f soc ia lis t revo lu tion . N everthe­
less, because o f the social na ture  
o f the  Soviet Un ion the v ic tories  
o f the Red A rm y  feed the fires 
o f revolt, in  Europe and endanger 
European cap ita lism . T h a t is why 
the  cap ita lis ts  are fille d  w ith  fo re ­

boding at the news o f the  Soviet 
successes.

The dow n fa ll o f M ussolin i, the 
successes o f the Red A rm ies, the 
insurgence o f the European mass­
es, the w orsening o f G erm any’s 
position, the prospective invasion 
o f the continent, the recogn ition  
o f De G au lle -G ira iid ’s P rovis iona l 
Com m ittee —  a ll these problem s 
w h ich  are being discussed a t Que­
bec compose pa rts  o f one a ll-em ­
bracing question: A f te r  H itle r ,  
w h a t ?

W H A T  W A S H IN G T O N  W A N T S
W ashing ton ’s plan.V for Europe, 

i t  is evident, w il l fo llo w  the p a t­
te rn  a lready la id  down in N o rth  
A fr ic a  and S ic ily . A M G O T is to 
take over and ru le  the occupied 
countries in co llabora tion  w ith  
the established o ffic ia ldom , police, 
etc., no m a tte r w h a t th e ir  p re ­
vious p o lit ic a l a ff ilia tio n s  and 
crim es aga inst the people. W ash­
ing ton  shrinks a t the prospect o f 
dem ocratic reg im es in  Europe 
even on c a p ita lis t foundations be­
cause these would provide too 
much op p o rtu n ity  fo r  ag ita tio n  
and organ iza tion  am ong the 
w orkers  and poor peasants and 
a ffo rd  too broad and free  an 
arena fo r  the development o f the 
class strugg le . Roosevelt dreams 
o f- se ttin g  up c le rica l-m onarch is t 
regim es w hich sha ll ru le  w ith  the 
aid o f A m erican troops, tanks, 
planes, guns and food.

The Soviet U n ion  rem ains the 
g re a t unknown fa c to r in  the ca l­
cu la tions o f Roosevelt and Church­
i l l .  S ta lin  has a lready fo rm ed his 
own Com m ittee o f F ree Germans 
whose o f fe r  o f peace term s to

IN  H AR LEM
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Germ any is ex trem e ly  generous 
compared w ith  the  A llie d  demand 
fo r  unconditiona l surrender, d is­
m emberment and enslavement o f 
the German people. S im ila r com­
m ittees fo r  Poland and o ther E u ­
ropean countries have e ithe r a l­
ready been organized o r are be­
ing  prepared in Moscow.

The S ta lin is t bureaucracy by 
its  reactionary  policies has done 
eve ry th ing  -to deter and discour­
age the European revo lu tion . 
Nevertheless revo lu tion  is rea ring  
its  head in Europe despite the 
K rem lin .-

M ASSES W IL L  D E C ID E
The decisive w ord  however 

w ill he spoken no t by W ashington, 
London, o r even the K rem lin , bu t 
by the European masses them ­
selves, above a ll by the German 
workers. The actions o f the I ta l­
ian w orkers, peasants and soldiers 
have scattered sparks o f revo lt 
th roughou t Europe. The suppress­
ed masses are beg inn ing to  move 
toward the f in a l assault upon 
cap ita lism . T h e ir s tr iv in g s  fo r  
peace, bread, land and secu rity  
can be rea lized on ly th rough  the 
establishm ent o f th e ir  own W o rk ­
ers’ and Peasants’ Republics and 
the fo rm a tio n  o f the Socia list 
U n ited  States o f Europe.

I t  could be no o ther than M ax 
Shachtman who would make a 
sup erfic ia l w isecrack to  the e ffect 
th a t i f  the m orale o f the Red 
A rm y  shows th a t the Soviet 
Union is a w o rke rs ’ state, the 
m orale o f the German a rm y m ust 
also be taken to mean th a t fasc is t 
Germ any is some kind o f a w o rk ­
ers’ sta le . (See Shachtm an’s a r t i­
cle in  the J u ly  New In te rn a tio n ­
a l.)

The m orale o f the Red A rm y  
does no t o f course prove th a t the 
Soviet Un ion is a w o rkers ’ state. 
The suggestion th a t someone 
said som eth ing to  th is  e ffe c t is 
one o f Shachtm an’s fiebating  
tricks , to make the opponent look 
rid icu lous. The contention th a t 
the Soviet Union is a w orkers ' 
state' rests oti the basic M a rx is t 
conception tha t the tia tu re  o f a 
s tate is determ ined fundam enta l­
ly  by the kind o f p rope rty  re la ­
tions the state defends. I f  cap i­
ta lis t  p ro pe rty  re la tions p reva il, 
the state th a t defends those re la ­
tions is a ca p ita lis t one no m a t­
te r  w ha t its  po litica l fo rm  m ay 
be— fasc is t or democratic. I f  cap­
ita lism  has been ove rth row n by 
a w o rk in g  class revo lu tion  and 
the means o f production na tion ­
alized, the state is a w o rke rs ’ 
state regardless o f the fa c t th a t 
the w orkers have been exp rop ri­
ated p o lit ic a lly  o f a ll th e ir  r ig h ts . 
Because o f th is  exp rop ria tio n  i t  
is a degenerated w o rke rs ’ state.

The m orale o f the Red A rm y  
proves only th a t the masses of 
the people in  the S oviet Union, 
in sp ite  o f the b ru ta l S ta lin is t 
d ic ta to rsh ip , feel tha t there is 
som ething in  the Soviet Union 
w o rth  f ig h tin g  and dy ing fo r. 
Sure ly i t  can not be th a t the 
masses feel th a t the S ta lin is t 
governm ent th a t oppresses them 
is w o rth  defending. W hat exp lan­
ation can there be fo r  the morale 
o f the Red A rm y  and the masses 
Other than th a t they consider the 
nationalized p rope rty  an in s t itu ­
tion  they must defend a t a ll costs 
and tha t they m ust prevent a re- 
tu rh  to cap ita lism ?

A  M a rx is t m ust above a ll ex­
am ine e ve ry th in g  in its  concrete­
ness. W h ile  i t  is possible to  d is­
cuss m orale in general arid enu­
m erate a ll fac to rs  th a t go to  de­
te rm ine  the' existence o r non-ex­
istence o f m orale, i t  is necessary, 
in  the case o f a g iven s itua tion  
to analyze a ll the fac to rs  o f th a t 
p a rtic u la r s itua tion . In  consider­
ing  the m ora le o f the German 
a rm y  o r the lack o f m ora le in  the 
Ita lia n  arm y, i t  is essentia l to  
take in to  account a ll the fac to rs  
in vo lv in g  the p a rtic u la r a rm y  and 
come to  a conclusion on the basis 
o f such an exam ination.

W hen Shachtm an con fron ts  us 
w ith  the w isecrack th a t i f  we a t­
tr ib u te  the m orale o f the Red 
A rm y  to  the existence o f n a tio n ­
alized p ro p e rty  we m ust the re ­
fo re  conclude th a t G erm any is 
some kind o f a w o rke rs ’ state, 
because the German a rm y  also 
has m ora le, i t  is an ind ica tion  
th a t he is th in k in g  in the m ost 
abstract and fo rm a l manner. A s ­
sum ing th a t the N azi a rm y  lias 
the same m orale as the Red 
A rm y , i t  would be necessary to 
analyze the p a rtic u la r fac to rs  ex­
p la in in g  the m orale o f both a r ­
mies and see w hethe r these fa c ­
to rs  are the same o r d iffe re n t. 
The existence o f m ora le in  the  
Red A rm y  can be a ttr ib u te d  to  
the existence o f na tiona lized 
p ro p e rty  whereas the m ora le  o f 
the G erinan a rm y  m ay be —  in 
fa c t, m ust be —  due' to  other' 
factors.

I t  is  obvious o f course th a t 
Shachtm an misses the p o in t com­
p le te ly  when he places the m ora le 
o f the German a rm y  on the same 
plane as the m orq le o f the Red 
A rm y . Because in  the case o f the 
la tte r  we are dealing w ith  an 
a rm y  th a t has suffe red te rr ib le  
defeats and has had to y ie ld  enor­
mous te r r ito ry  w h ile  in  the case 
o f the fo rm e r we are dea ling  w ith  
an a rm y  whose v ic to ries  fa r  ou t­
weigh its  defeats. A ssum ing th a t 
the German masses possess as 
much m orale as the Soviet mass­
es —  ap assum ption th a t I  am 
no t a t a ll ready to  g ra n t —  there 
can be no coiriparisori between 
the tw o  peoples because i t  is  the 
Russian masses whose cou n try  
has been invaded; whose a rn ty

has stiffened grave defeats and 
from  Whom large slices o f te r r i­
to ry  liaVe fceeri seized.

I t  has been proved tha t the 
morale o f the Soviet masses has 
stood up under defeat; i t  has 
been proved tha t the morale of 
the French and Ita lian  masses 
has failed to stand up under con­
ditions of invasion and defeat; i t  
has not yet been proved tha t the 
morale of the German army and 
masses can stand up under con­
ditions of defeat and invasion.

The Russians have always 
fo u g h t w e ll aga ins t a fo re ig n  in ­
vader, Shachtm an in fo rm s  us. We 
m ust conclude fro m  th is  pro found 
observation th a t there is some­
th in g  about the Russians w h ich  
makes them  f ig h t  w e ll aga inst a 
fo re ign  irivader and th a t th e  
French and Ita lia n s  are no t en­
dowed by na tu re  W ith th a t pecu­
l ia r  cha rac te ris tic . W e can ex­
pect th is  k ind  o f nonsense itotn 
a sup e rfic ia l bourgeois journal­
is t.

N a tu ra lly  all people fig h t hard­
er when their native soil is in­
vaded. A nd  the vast Spaces of 
Russia have enabled the Russians 
in  the past to  retreat and con­
tinue the  strugg le . In  the pres­
ent w a r also, the vast spaces o f 
the Soviet U n ion is an im p o rta n t 
fa c to r exp la in ing  the continued 
s trugg le  o f the Red A rm y  and 
the tu rn in g  o f the tide  against 
the  German arm y.

B u t i t  is no t tru e  th a t the Rus­
sian masses are endowed w ith  
som eth ing which makes them  con­
tinue  to f ig h t  regard less o f in ­
vasion, de feat and m isery. The 
Russian arm y, in  1917, was com­
p le te ly  dem oralized and did  no t 
w ant to continue the w a r under 
any conditions. Even the Bolshe­
v iks  had to make peace w ith  the 
K a iser and y ie ld  tremendous te r ­
r ito ry  because the a rm y  could 
no t and would no t f ig h t .  D em ora l­
iza tion  o f the a rm y  had reached 
a po in t where i t  was absolute ly  
necessary fo r  the Bolsheviks to  
make peace a t any price. O n ly 
the rom a n tic  u ltra - le f ts  were ir i 
fa v o r o f con tinu ing  a revo lu tion ­
a ry  w a r under conditions o f com­
plete collapse and dem ora liza­
tion .

The Red A rm y  su ffe red  defeats 
in  1941 and 1942 th a t were ju s t 
as disastrous, i f  n o t m ore so, 
than those experienced by the  
Russian A rm y  in  the F irs t  W o rld  
W ar. A nd ye t the m ora le o f the  
Soviet a rm y and the Soviet mass­
es stood up in  the present w a r 
whereas i t  collapsed in  the w a r 
o f 1914. In  1917 th e  Russian 
masses refused to  continue the 
war w h ile  in  1942 they are ob­
v iously  con tinu ing  the  w a r w ith  
g rea t de term ination .

W h a t is the factor th a t ex­
pla ins th is  d iffe rence? N o t be­
cause the Russian masses know  
th a t they own the fac to ries  and 
the state. They know  too w e ll th a t 
th is  is a f ic t io n  o f th e  bureau­
cracy. But they  do know  th a t the 
October R evolu tion took the' 
means 6f production away1 from 
the cap ita lis ts  and placed them  
in  the hands Of the  state created 
by the  October Revolu tion . They 
also know  th a t the  Stalinist bu­
reaucracy has usurped the p r iv i­
lege o f c o n tro llin g  the  sta te  arid 
the factories.

A t  the r ig h t  m om ent they W ill 
undoubtedly se ttle  w ith  the bu­
reaucracy, b u t meanwhile they 
understand th a t a c a p ita lis t s ta te  
is a ttack ing  the  Soviet U n ion arid 
the cOttsequerices o f a V ic tory o f 
the c a p ita lis t s ta te  m ust inevita­
bly be the  res to ra tion  o f the  
means o f production to  ca p ita lis ts  
and o f the land to  the landlords.
i t  is  th is  danger which makes 
them f ig h t  now whereas they re ­
fused to  f ig h t  in  1917 when 8 v ic ­
to ry  o f Germ any would mean the 
con tinua tion  o f the c a p ita lis t sys­
tem.

I  repeat. In  exp la in ing  the  
m ora le o r lack o f m ora le o f the  
masses o f any p a rtic u la r country , 
dUe consideration rritis t be g iven 
to m any fac to rs . In  exp la in ing  
the m ora le o f the Soviet masses 
a f te r  invasion and defeat, the 
rhost important sing le  fa c to r re ­
mains the  na tion a liza tio n  o f the 
means o f production, the conquest 
th a t s t i l l  rem ains as a re su lt o f 
the det'Obe'r Revolution.
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fortress of the 

world proletariat, against 

all* assaults of world im ­
perialism and of internal 

counter-revolution, is the 

most important duty of 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the  governm ent, b u t under c o n tro l 
o f the trade un ions. Special o ffic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the  gov­
ernm ent b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fte d  in to  the  arm y.

3 . F u ll e qu a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
forces and the  w ar industries— Down 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everywhere.

4 . C onfiscation o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p ria tio n  o f a ll w ar in dus trie s  and th e ir 
ope ra tion  und e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  ris in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W orke rs Defense Guards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7 . A n Independent Labor P a rty  based on 
the T rade U nions.

8. A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

9 . The defense o f the  Soviet U n ion  
against im p e ria lis t a ttack.

The Answer To 
Rising Prices

The Roosevelt administration is launching an­
other sham offensive against inflation. The OWI 
has begun to publish a monthly box-score on the 
progress of inflation. One hundred life-insurance 
companies have been mobilized to acquaint their 
policy-holders with the dangers of inflation. OWM 
Director Byrnes takes to the air and promises "a 
substantial reduction”  in the cost of living.

Byrnes optim istically announced on August 16 
that ‘‘definite progress is being made”  in stabil­
izing food costs. And in line with Roosevelt’s call 
for ‘‘stiffer taxes” he came out for a program of 
increased taxation and enforced savings which w ill 
take an additional twenty billion dollars worth of 
purchasing power away from the masses.

pie for almost two years that it  was going to stabil­
ize prices. The OPA was ostensibly set up for that 
purpose. Today the OPA wobbles about on its last 
legs. It has already exposed its utter inab ility  to 
hold down the rising costs of living. Now the 
enfeebled OPA is being staffed with business men 
from the very same profiteering food corporations 
whose operations the OPA is supposed to super­
vise and curb. James Brownlee of General Foods 
Corporation, fo r example, has just been appointed 
OPA deputy administrator in charge of prices!

Byrnes proposes to roll back prices by extend­
ing the food subsidy scheme. This scheme is sup­
posed to be in operation now. Have the workers 
noticed any appreciable cut in the prices of the 
subsidized commodities, such as beef and butter, 
or in the general costs of living? What has been 
cut down is not the prices of these commodities 
but their quantity and quality. Even W illiam  
Green has confessed that food costs have risen in 
most cities from 50 to 200%.

How long are the CIO-AFL bureaucrats going 
to cover up Roosevelt’s false promises and ro ll­
back farce. No matter what Roosevelt, Byrnes and 
their labor lackeys say, higher prices and heavier 
taxes are ahead. The workers can combat this con­
tinual slashing of their living standards only by 
breaking with the L ittle  Steel formula and demand­
ing a rising scale of wages to meet mounting liv ­
ing costs and stiffer taxes.

Effect O f The War 
On World Politics

Under the impact of the war great changes are 
beginning to take place in the world political sit­
uation on both sides of the battlelines. The mass­
es, and especially the industrial workers, are mov­
ing to the left. This radicalization of the masses 
is undermining capitalism and preparing the po­
litica l conditions for its abolition.

The uprising of the Italian workers has been 
the most violent manifestation of this process in 
the Axis camp. But all the governments in this 
camp, from H itle r to his Rumanian, Bulgarian 
and Hungarian satellites, have been shaken by the 
rising discontent of their own peoples with the war.

The same trends are observable in the Allied 
camp. A  Gallup poll taken last June indicated 
that a general election at this time would give the 
British Labor Party more votes than the other two 
major parties combined.

The fact that the British imperialists have found 
it necessary to keep Nehru, Gandhi and thousands 
of worker and peasant leaders of the Indian mass­
es imprisoned for a year testifies that the Indian 
struggle for national independence and social liber­
ation may be suppressed, but not extinguished.

Another straw in the wind is the result of the 
August 4 elections in Ontario, Canada. The Co­
operative Commonwealth Federation (Canadian 
equivalent of the Labor Party) won 34 seats in the 
90-seat Ontario provincial legislature. The Pro­
gressive-Conservative party (Canadian equivalent 
of the Republicans) won 38 seats. The Liberal 
Party, which had been in office since last A pril and 
is a p illa r of Prime M inister Mackenzie K ing’s 
national administration won only 14 seats.

The crushing defeat inflicted upon this govern­
ment party was directly attributable to the dissatis­
faction of the masses with the war and its conse­
quences. The Cooperative Commonwealth Federa­
tion was backed by the Canadian- affiliates of the 
A FL and CIO.

While in the U. S. no independent party of labor 
exists on a national scale, the growing disillusion­
ment of the working class with Roosevelt, the in­
creasing hostility to the labor bureaucracy, the sen­
timent for the formation of an independent labor 
party, as well as the sharp rise in strike struggles, 
led o ff by the three strikes in coal, all point to 
the beginning of the radicalization of the Amer­
ican working class.

The fundamental cause of this radicalization of 
the masses is the growing disillusionment w ith the 
effects of the war. The tempo differs very sharply 
in the various countries. But the tendency is the 
same throughout the world and everywhere it  is 
paving the way for drastic changes in the political 
situation.

The Kind Of Party That 
Can Abolish Capitalism

The administration has been promising the peo-
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A n  E stim a tion  o f  the New B oo k  by  James P. Cannon

By W illiam  F. Warde

The A m erican people have 
created revo lu tiona ry  pa rties  in  
the past. In  the f irs t  Am erican 
revo lu tion  they form ed the P a tr io t 
P a rty  w h ich organized and led to  
v ic to ry  the  s trugg le  fo r  inde­
pendence against Eng land. In  the 
m iddle o f the n ineteenth cen tury 
they form ed the Republican P a rty  
which, thanks to  its  more rad ica l 
and plebian elements, crushed the 
slaveholder’s rebellion in  the 
C iv il W ar, preserved na tiona l 
un ity , and placed the ca p ita lis t 
class in  supreme power.

Now the Am erican masses, are 
called upon to  bu ild  another 
revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  to organize 
and lead them to v ic to ry  in  a 
th ird  revo lu tion, the socia list 
revo lu tion  against reactionary 
cap ita lism . T h is  new revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  m ust necessarily be o f a 
to ta lly  d iffe re n t type than  its  
predecessors. These pa rties  o f the 
bourgeois - dem ocratic revo lu tion  
were based upon various class 
forces w ith  d ive rgen t in terests. 
They were loose and sp ra w ling  
aggregations o f contending fac 
tions w h ich a t c r it ic a l junctures 
paralyzed and threatened to  s p lit  
w ith  one another. T h e ir p rogram s 
and professed aims were no t on ly  
unc learly  defined b u t o ften  v io la ­
ted by  th e ir  actions. F a r  m ore 
bourgeois than democratic, these 
parties were bu reaucra tica lly  con­
tro lled  by o ligarchs o f the pos­
sessing classes.

K IN D  O F P A R T Y  N E E D E D

The p a rty  o f the com ing A m e r­
ican revo lu tion  m ust be modelled 
along Le n in is t lines. T ha t means 
i t  m ust be a Bolshevik p a rty  w ith  
a homogeneous class character 
and a decis ive ly p ro le ta rian  com­
position. I t  m ust be guided by 
the sc ientific  method o f M arx ism  
and armed w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  
p rogram  o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
socialism . I t  m ust be a centra lized 
and d iscip lined com bat organ iza­
tion  dem ocra tica lly  con tro lled  by 
its  ra n k  and file. I ts  actions m ust 
conform  to  its  princip les.

F o r the past 15 year the A m e r­
ican T ro tsky is ts  have been en­
gaged in  bu ild in g  such a p a rty  
in the U n ited  States. James P. 
Cannon’s “ The S trugg le  F o r A  
P ro le ta rian  P a rty ”  deals w ith  the 
most c r it ic a l co n flic t in  the 
development o f the Socialist 
W orkers P arty . T h is  was the 
fac tiona l w a rfa re  which fla re d  up 
in 1939 upon the s ig n in g  o f the 
Soviet-iNazi pact and the outbreak 
o f the  second w orld  w a r when a 
com bination o f petty-bourgeois 
rev is ion is ts , stampeded by  bour­
geois-democratic public opinion, 
a ttem pted to  ove rth row  the 
theore tica l foundations, po litica l 
princ ip les and organ iza tiona l 
methods o f the T ro ts k y is t move­
ment.

T h is  prolonged s trugg le  in  
defense o f M arx ism  brought 
fo r th  the documents collected in  
Cannon’s book. I t  would however 
be w rong to regard these w ritin g s  
as s im p ly  a record o f th a t h is­
to rica l faction  figh t o r a review 
o f its  o rgan iza tiona l lessons. 
These are extrem e ly im p o rtan t 
aspects o f its  content. B ut there 
is fa r  more in th is  book.

L E N IN ’S C O N T R IB U T IO N S

M arx ism  provided a scientific 
foundation fo r  the practice o f

pro le ta rian  po litics . Lenin, the 
disciple o f M a rx  and Engels, 
developed M a rx is t theory and 
practice by his system o f p a rty  
organ ization. Thanks to  L e n in ’s • 
o rgan iza tiona l methods the Rus­
sian w o rk in g  class became the 
f irs t  to  b r in g  fo r th  fro m  its  
ranks a mass p a rty  o f com m unist 
workers capable o f ta k in g  power, 
exp ro p ria tin g  the cap ita lis ts , and 
reconstructing  the social order. 
The Russian Bolsheviks tau gh t 
the w orkers o f the w o rld  how to 
build a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  how 
to conduct the revo lu tiona ry  
s trugg le  against cap ita lism , and 
how to  w in  it .

The revo lu tiona ry  pro le ta rian  
p a rty  is the indispensable in ­
s trum en t fo r  lead ing the w o rk ing  
class fro m  cap ita lism  to socialism. 
The en tire  experience o f the w o rk ­
ing  class since Le n in ’s day has 
served to  underscore th is  card inal 
p rinc ip le  o f Bolshevism. A lthough  
a ll the ob jective prerequisites fo r  
successful revo lu tions have m a tu r­
ed, the w o rk in g  class d u rin g  the 
las t 25 years has sustained a 
series o f devasta ting  defeats fo r  
lack o f L e n in is t leadership. In  
the p rogram  o f the Founding 
Congress o f the F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l Leon T ro ts k y  w ro te  th a t 
the w orld  p ro le ta r ia t su ffe rs  
above a ll fro m  th is  cris is  o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  leadership. A l l  the 
w o rk  o f the T ro ts k y is t  movement 
cu lm ina ting  in  the creation o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, W orld  P a rty  
o f the Socia lis t Revolution, has 
been designed to  overcome th is  
cris is  by  p ro v id in g  the  necessary 
leadership.

W H A T  C A N N O N  E X P O U N D S

“ The body o f doctrine  and 
methods known as ‘T ro tsky ism ’,”  
w rites  Cannon, “ is indub itab ly  the 
genuine M arx ism  o f our tim e, the 
he ir and con tinua to r o f the 
Bolshevism o f Lenin and the 
Russian revo lu tion  and the early  
Com intern .”  Cannon’s w o rk  and 
w ritin g s  c a rry  on these t ra d i­
tions. H is book is an exposition of 
the science and a r t o f Bolshevik 
po litics applied, to the specific 
conditions o f the, class s trugg le  in 
the U n ited  States. In to  these 
pages he has poured the lessons 
learned in  over 30 years o f par­
tic ip a tio n  in  the mass movements 
and revo lu tiona ry  tendencies of 
the Am erican w o rk ing  class: the 
IW W , the le ft  w ing o f the old

Socialist P a rty , the ea rly  Com­
m unist movement, and t h e  
T ro ts k y is t movement since 1928. 
Cannon expounds the method of 
M arx ism  and the princ ip les o f 
Bolshevism not in abstract or 
doc trina ire  fashion but in  in te g ra l 
connection w ith  the most im ­
po rtan t ba ttle  in  the develop­
ment o f Am erican T ro tsky ism  and 
in the h is to ry  o f the F ou rth  In ­
te rna tiona l.

Here the reader can see how 
revo lu tiona ry  theory  is transla ted 
in to  revo lu tiona ry  practice, not 
on ly in the broad arena o f the 
class s trugg le  bu t w ith in  the more 
concentrated fram ew ork  o f the 
p ro le ta rian  p a rty  its e lf,  in  the 
m idst o f a l i fe  and death s tru g ­
gle between the p ro le ta rian  and 
petty-bourgeo is forces and th e ir  
representatives. Here is liv in g  
testim ony th a t a ll questions o f 
revo lu tiona ry  theory and practice 
in the present epoch o f the death 
agony o f  cap ita lism  can on ly be 
resolved in  and th rough  the 
action o f the p ro le ta rian  p a rty . 
B e f o r e  M a rx is t ideas and 
Bolshevik practices can become 
the possession o f the masses they 
m ust p reva il w ith in  the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a rty  w h ich constitutes 
the vanguard o f the class.

R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  P O LIT IC S

Cannon not on ly  teaches what 
Bolshevik po litics  m ust be; he 
also lays bare the opposite o f 
p ro le ta rian  po litics. W ith  the 
precision o f an expert p o litica l 
sc ien tis t he analyzes the anatom y 
and physio logy o f clique fo rm a ­
tions, unprinc ip led  combinations, 
the subord ination o f po litica l 
p rinc ip les to fac tio na l ends and 
o ther evils which flow  from  the 
practices o f pe tty-bourgeo is p o li­
tics. He c la rifies  the re la tions be­
tween workers and in te llectua ls , 
leaders and members, m a jo r ity  
and m in o rity  in  the pro le ta rian  
p a rty  and many o ther v ita l ques­
tions o f revo lu tiona ry  po litics.

“ The S trugg le  F o r A  P ro le­
ta r ia n  P a rty ”  is  the greatest 
con tribu tion  to  M a rx is t lite ra tu re  
by an Am erican revo lu tion is t. The 
ideas i t  sets fo r th  have un iversa l 
app lica tion  and should be valuable 
to w orkers no t on ly  in  th is  coun­
t r y  bu t everywhere th a t the new 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rties  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t are in process o f 
fo rm ation .

AFL Council Rejects 
Application Of Miners

(Continued from  page 1)

is, a long w ith  the miscellaneous 
local unions th a t make up D is tr ic t 
50 o f the U M W . Undoubtedly, th is  
fac to r, as w e ll as o ther ju r is d ic ­
t io n a l and cons titu tiona l prob­
lems, played a role in  de te rm in ­
in g  the executive council action 
in  re je c tin g  the U M W  applica­
tion  and re fe rr in g  the m a tte r to 
the A F L  convention w ith  no 
recommendations. The m a jo r con­
s idera tions tha t dicta ted the 
council decision, however, were 
po litica l.

Once again Lew is is ta u g h t 
th a t in  b ig  problem s p o litica l 
p rogram  is more im p o rta n t and

b ind ing  than personal allegiance 
and clique com binations o r horse 
trades.

A  new force IS  a ris in g  in  the 
Am erican labor movement —  a 
force w ith  a program  o f b reaking 
w ith  Roosevelt, repud ia ting  his 
an ti-la bo r boards and policies, 
rega in ing  labo r’s independence on 
the economic fie ld and bu ild ing  
an independent p a rty  o f labor. 
But th is  progressive force w ill be 
b u ilt  only in s trugg le  and through 
an a lliance o f a ll those who sup­
po rt th is  program . I t  w ill not 
and cannot be b u ilt  by clique com­
binations w ith  the Hutchesons 
and W olls  which d isregard  and 
ignore questions o f program .

N E W  Y O R K

TROTSKY MEMORIAL MEETING
Speaker:

V. R . D U N N E

National Labor Secretary, SWP

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22, 8 P. M.
A T  I RV IN G  P L A Z A

15th Street and Irving Place

Auspices: Local New Y o rk , S ocia list W orkers P arty

Duty of Unions Toward 
The Low Income Groups

The r is in g  cost o f liv in g , which lines the pockets 
o f the pro fit-m ad cap ita lis ts , has s truck  hardest a t 
the 4,000,000 Am erican workers who, according to 
Secretary o f Labor Perkins, earn less than 40 cents 
an hour. These people— “ w h ite  c o lla r”  workers, re ta il 
c lerks, food workers, etc.— w ork  in  industries  th a t in  
the m ain have no union organ izations.

P rice rises, both open and hidden, have also 
d ra s tica lly  lowered the liv in g  standards o f 20,000,000 
o ther people in th is  coun try , according to  a survey 
made public las t week by the O ffice o f W ar In fo rm a ­
tion.

Included among these 20,000,000 w ith  low  incomes 
are 9,000,000 dependents o f men in  the arm ed forces; 
0,000,000 employes o f the local, state and federal gov­
ernm ents; and over 5V000,000 rec ip ien ts o f local re lie f, 
old age and veterans pensions, w idow  and dependent 
ch ild ren ’s aid, etc.

W ar in fla t io n  is b r in g in g  ru in  to these m illio ns  o f 
people. They are a lready beginn ing to  lose fa ith  in  
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion . In  the next period the y  
w ill lose fa ith  in the c a p ita lis t system. These people 
are anxiously  seeking a w ay out.

The cap ita lis t class, responsible fo r  the p lig h t o f 
these m illio ns  o f people, is already a ttem p ting  to take 
advantage o f the s itua tion  to  d rive  a deep wedge be­
tween the w h ite  co lla r and the in d u s tr ia l w orkers in  
order to be tte r exp lo it both. The N. Y . T im es w rites  
ed ito ria ls  which im p ly  th a t labor unions are to blame 
fo r the ru in  o f the w h ite  co lla r workers and the low er 
m iddle classes.

The labo r movem ent is the n a tu ra l a lly  o f the w h ite  
co lla r w orkers and also o f the low er m iddle classes. 
A l l  o f these groups are exp lo ited by B ig  Business. A ll 
these groups stand to  benefit by u n it in g  and conduct­
in g  a jo in t  s trugg le  aga inst the c a p ita lis t masters.

The labor movement can w in  the leadership o f these 
m illio ns  o f w h ite  co lla r people on ly  i f  i t  adopts a 
comprehensive and bold p rogram  o f action which 
shows these people th a t labo r has both the program  
and the w il l  to solve the cris is. T h a t is the on ly way 
labor can repulse the reactionary  a im  o f the ca p ita l­
is ts  to s p lit  the w h ite  co lla r w orkers fro m  the in ­
du s tria l workers.

Italian Labor Council 
Split Over Pope Issue

The Ita lia n -A m e rica n  Labo r Council, representing 
300,000 trade  un ion ists in th is  coun try , su ffe red  a 
s p lit  la s t week. The issue over which the s p lit  took 
place was the association by P resident L u ig i A n to n in i 
w ith  Generoso Rope and o ther fo rm e r supporters o f 
M usso lin i in  the fo rm a tio n  o f the new ly-fo rm ed 
A m erican Com m ittee fo r  I ta lia n  Democracy.

The a n ti-A n to n in i fac tion , which is headed by some 
Am algam ated C lo th ing  W orkers  leaders and includes 
a num ber o f S ta lin is ts , cla im s to  speak fo r  200,000 
members and asserts th a t A n to n in i is no longer presi­
dent o f the Council. T h is  group has absolutely no d i f ­
ferences w ith  the program  o f the P eco ra-A n ton in i- 
Pope com m ittee, bu t is squeamish about u n it in g  w ith  
people like  Pope.

A n to n in i, who says he has the support o f 90% o f 
the Council’s m embership, defends his co llabora tion  
w ith  Pope hy saying : “ E ith e r you concede to  Ita lia n s  
and Ila lo -A m e rican s  who had been poisoned by fascism  
fo r  20 years the r ig h t  to repent and redeem themselves 
or there is no hope at a ll.”  W ith  th is  approach A n ­
ton in i would also be ready to un ite  w ith  those fasc is t 
forces in I ta ly  who have now found i t  expedient to 
“ repent.”

As fo r  the S ta lin is ts , who have also been denounc­
ing  A n to n in i, th e ir  m ain com pla in t aga inst h im  is no t 
his program  and no t even his co llabora tion w ith  Pope 
— but his re fusa l to  p e rm it the S ta lin is ts  to jo in  to ­
ge ther w ith  A n to n in i and Pope. A s the ed ito rs o f the 
D a ily  W orke r expla ined on A ug ust 16:

“ I t  would be too bad fo r  our s trugg le  aga inst the 
A x is  i f  we pe rm itted  on ly those who were considered 
an ti-fasc is ts  fo r  the la s t e ig h t years to  pa rtic ip a te , 
and i f  we were to  tu rn  over to  the A x is  as its  a llies 
a ll who were no t such an ti-fasc is ts . O f course those 
who were leaders in the fasc is t camp should be ju s tly  
regarded w ith  reserve and suspicion. They can prove 
themselves on ly  on the basis o f th e ir  actions and th e ir 
m erg ing w ith  dem ocratic an ti-fa sc is t forces.”

Refugees Again Attacked 
__ By Mexican Stalinists

The m urderous S ta lin is t a ttacks on a n ti-S ta lin is t 
refugees fro m  fascism  continues w ith  fu l l  force in  
Mexico, according to  an a rtic le  by V ic to r  Serge in  the 
A ug ust 14 issue o f the New Leader.

The S ta lin is ts  have denounced Serge, Ju lian  G orkin  
and M arccau P iv e rt as “ the leaders o f the  Goebbels 
F if th  Colum n,”  thus c rea ting  the atm osphere fo r  
fu tu re  “ spontaneous”  assaults organized by the  GPU 
aga inst them. E l P opular has issued “ undisguised 
th rea ts  o f death”  aga inst Serge.

F in a lly , Serge reports, on A ug ust 1, d u rin g  a p riva te  
m eeting o f Catalan Socialists, Spanish S ta lin is ts  bu rs t 
in  and attacked the group. “ The w r ite r  Jo rd i A rqu e r, 
au thor o f a w o rk  on the Catalan problem  w h ich has 
ju s t appeared here, was seriously  wounded in  the head. 
Professor Henrique G ironella, e d ito r o f Mundo, who 
had been seriously in ju re d  du rin g  the  Com m unist 
a ttack on the E rlic h  and A lte r  m eeting on A p r i l  1, 
was wounded in the arm s and legs. D r. Tusso, fo rm e rly  
d irec to r o f the hospita ls o f Barcelona, ass is tant to  
the M ayo r o f the c ity  and w e ll known fo r  h is social 
services, was s truck  down.”

None o f the S ta lin is t gangsters has ye t been 
arrested or punished.


