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A  series o f assaults upon the N egro people th roughou t the 
coun try  has reached a b loody-clim ax in  D e tro it. Th is la test fe ro ­
cious lynch a ttack  m urdered 24 Negroes, beat and in ju re d  hun­
dreds, s truck  te rro r  in to  the hearts o f D e tro it ’s com m unity  of 
alm ost 200,000 Negroes. T h is  was not a “ race r io t "  but an un­
provoked a ttack  by “ w h ite  suprem acy”  mobs.

The hoodlums who constitu ted the lynch mobs in  D e tro it 
operated w ith  com parative im m u n ity . T h a t is proven not on ly 
by the m any eye-witness accounts te s tify in g  th a t the police e ither 
to le ra ted o r d ire c tly  aided the mobsters, bu t also by the o ffic ia l 
figures show ing th a t 85% o f those arrested were Negroes. E m ­
boldened by th e ir  success, the hoodlums are undoubtedly ready 
fo r  fu r th e r  lynch a ttacks aga inst the N egro people.

I t  is u n fo rtu n a te ly  a ll too p la in  th a t the an ti-N e g ro  elements 
have made advances in  th e ir  aim  o f keeping the Negro “ in  his 
place”  and h a lt in g  his s trugg le  fo r  eq ua lity  and em ancipation. 
Large numbers o f Negroes have been te rro rized  and in tim ida ted . 
M any others are becoming a ttrac ted  tow ard  “ Negro n a tion a lis t”  
sentim ents and fee l h o s tility  towards w h ite  people as a whole. 
There is g re a t danger th a t these Negro w orkers w i l l  tu rn  away 
in d is tru s t and despair fro m  the trade union movement.

The attacks on the Negroes th rea ten the u n ity  o f the w o rk ­
in g  class. And th is  th rea t to  labor u n ity  comes a t the very mo­
ment when the labor movement m ust m obilize its  fu l l  f ig h t in g  
s treng th  to beat back the un ion-busting  offensive o f B ig  Business 
and W ashington.

J im  Crow Is  Responsible
W hy has th is  epidemic o f the lynch s p ir it  broken ou t like  a 

plague a ll over the nation ?
The cap ita lis t, libe ra l and S ta lin is t press c la im  th a t A x is  

agents and Japanese “ f i f th  co lum n ists”  provoked these ou tbursts . 
A ltho ug h  the A x is  powers unquestionably exp lo it these acts o f 
violence fo r  th e ir  own reactionary  ends, any in fo rm ed person 
knows th a t such an exp lanation is absolute ly w orth less and no th ­
in g  m ore than a fake a lib i to  cover up the rea l conditions and 
forces responsible fo r  the crimes.

The rea l causes and cu ty r its  are here a t home. Lynch as­
sau lts upon Negroes took place decades befoi-e the fasc is ts  came 
to power o r the U n ited  States w ent to  w a r w ith  the A x is .

These attacks are an inevitab le  ou tg row th  o f the J im  Crow 
system fostered by reactionary ca p ita lis t in terests, protected by

O th e r a rtic le s  on the anti-N egro  
te r ro r  in  D e tro it  w i l l  be fo u n d  on Page 
3 o f  th is  issue.

the Dem ocratic and Republican parties, and buttressed by the 
governm ent’s policies o f d isc rim ina tion  against Negroes in  w ar 
in d u s try  and segregation in the armed forces. Th is vicious sys­
tem breeds race hatred, o ff ic ia lly  sanctions and de libera te ly  sharp­
ens antagonism s between w h ite  and colored. The Jim  Crow sys­
tem provides the social basis fo r  the poisonous propaganda and 
ac tiv ities  o f the K u -K luxe rs , B lack Legions, C hris tian -A m ericans 
and o ther native, fasc is t cliques. The adherents, beneficiaries and 
iupes o f the J im  Crow system take advantage o f every source o f 
f r ic t io n  between w h ite  and N egro to  s tim u la te  ill- fe e lin g s  bétween 
them , in flam e  th e ir  prejudices, inc ite  and h u r l them  aga inst each 
other.

A g g ra va te d  by  the W ar
This c a re fu lly  cu ltiva ted  h o s t ility  has been aggravated by 

the consequences o f the w a r. Bad housing, poor transp o rta tio n , 
d islocation o f fa m ily  life , ju ven ile  delinquency, sca rc ity  o f food, 
frozen wages and burdensome taxes in  the face o f soaring prices, 
a f f l ic t  a ll sections o f the w o rk in g  masses and create enormous 
discontent and rebelliousness. Because o f th e ir  no -s trike  pledge 
and slavish subservience to Roosevelt’s labo r policies, the C IO -A F L  
leadership has com ple te ly fa ile d  to  provide the w orkers w ith  any 
p rogram  o f resistance to the encroachments o f the cap ita lis ts , 
to stop p ro fite e rin g  and the m ounting  cost o f liv in g . T h a t is the 
reason w h y  fasc is t demagogues and preachers o f race hate and 
violence are able to  receive a hearing  fro m  some Workers.

F o r th e ir  own ends the u ltra -re a c tio n a ry  forces are t ry in g  
to d iv e rt the ju s tif ia b le  ind igna tion  o f the w orkers  away fro m  
the rea l causes and authors o f th e ir  m isery. The actua l in s tiga -

(Continued on page 2)

Launch Drive To 
Free Kelly Postal

A  n a tio n a l p e tit io n  cam paign  to  secure the p a r­
don  o f  K e lly  Postal w i l l  be launched im m e d ia te ly , 
the  C iv il R igh ts  D efense C om m ittee  announced th is  
week. T he  Defense C om m ittee  p lans to  c o lle c t m any 
thousands o f  s ignatures toge the r w ith  trade  u n io n  
and o th e r o rg an iza tion a l re so lu tio n s  ask ing  the  G ov­
e rn o r  o f  M inneso ta  to  p a rdo n  and lib e ra te  the  fram ed  
up  la b o r leader. C om ple te  de ta ils  o f  th is  cam paign 
w i l l  s h o rtly  be m ade p u b ­
lic .

Postal, S ecre tary-Treasurer o f 
M inneapo lis Team sters Local 544- 
C IO  and among the best-known 
trade union figures in the N o rth ­
west, entered the State Peni­
te n tia ry  at S tillw a te r last week to 
serve a five-year sentence fo r  a l­
leged “ cm blezzlem ent”  o f un- 
io ii funds. He did no more than 
tra n s fe r the funds o f h is local 
un ion fro m  one treasu ry  to  an­
o ther when 544’s membership 
voted to  leave the A F L  fo r  the 
CIO. H is ind ic tm ents and con­
v ic tion  g rew  ou t o f the conspir­
acy, headed by A F L  Team sters 
In te rn a tio n a l P resident Tobin and 
aided by the D epartm ent o f Jus­
tice  and reactionary  M innesota 
state o ffic ia ls , to smash the m ili4 
ta n t team sters movement in  M in ­
nesota.

Postal had been placed on t r ia l  
and cleared tw ice  before, once on 
a s im ila r count based on the 
same facts. He was f in a lly  n a il­
ed on the th ird  a ttem pt. H is con­
v ic tio n  has been condemned as

one o f the m ost f la g ra n t fra m e - 
ups and vicious perversions o f 
jus tice  in  Am erican labo r h is to ry .

Scores o f unions, recogniz ing 
the im portance o f the issues in ­
volved in  his case have ra llie d  to 
Posta l’s defense. (A  discussion 
o f the issues in the case w ill be 
found in the column by M. M or­
rison on Page 3 o f th is  issue).

U A W  Linco ln Local 900 o f De­
t ro it  last week contribu ted $100 
to the Postal Defense Fund. 
O ther con tribu to rs  last week in ­
cluded Local 1981 o f the United 
Stee lworkers o f Am erica, M ay- 
wood, C a lifo rn ia , and U A W  Lo­
cal 260, N ew ark. New Jersey. 
A t  a garden p a rty  held on June 
26 the Ne\v Y o rk  branch o f the 
CRDC raised over $100.

C ontribu tions fo r  the K e lly  
Postal Defense Fund should be 
sent to the N a tiona l O ffice o f 
the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com­
m ittee, 160 F if th  Ave., N . Y . C. 
James T. F a rre ll is C hairm an and 
John Dos Passos V ice-Chairm an 
o f the CRDC.

ANTI-UNION DRIVE CLIMAXED 
BY OUTLAWING OF STRIKES

The Roosevelt-Congress 
Conspiracy Against Labor

A n  E d ito r ia l
The oppressive, ty ra n n ica l Sm ith-C onna lly  a n ti­

s tr ik e  b ill is now law . This brazen un ion-busting  
measure reestablishes the doctrine o f'consp iracy. 
I t  makes legal the ja il in g  o f un ion m ilita n ts  and 
o ffic ia ls  who have the courage to  f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  
r ig h ts . I t  a ttem pts to  destroy the dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  o f labor by v ir tu a lly  abo lish ing the r ig h t  
to s trike .

In  its  hour o f need labor was defenseless on 
the p o lit ic a l fie ld . Labor did no t possess one efr 
fective spokesman in  the ha lls o f Congress. E very 
corpora tion  lackey was on hand to denounce labor. 
E very m illio n a ire  law yer was there  to  slander 
the w ork ingm an . A l l  the tim eservers o f the b il­
lion  do lla r corpora tions jo ined lik e  a pack o f coy­
otes baying th e ir  v ic tim  to death. The leg is la tive  
branch o f the governm ent was converted in to  a 
convention o f open-shop labo r-ba ite rs  and s tr ik e ­
breakers.

A nd where was Roosevelt when Congress was 
c a rry in g  th rough its  ne farious w o rk  ? W hy, the 
labor fake rs  rep ly , Roosevelt is la bo r’s greatest 
friend . Roosevelt vetoed the b ill.  I t  is  not his 
fa u lt  th a t Congress overrode his veto. He did 
w hat he could and a ll he could.

We say th a t Roosevelt is  as much responsible 
fo r  the passage o f th is  in fam ous law  as any labo r­
ba itin g  po ll ta x  Congressman. Roosevelt’s con­
duct on the S m ith-C onna lly  b i l l was m arked by 
hypocrisy, t r ic k e ry  and deceit. I t  was none o ther 
than Byrnes, Roosevelt’s assistant, who pushed 
fo r the passage o f the S m ith-C onna lly  b ill.  Roose­
ve lt launched no f ig h t  to  defeat the. ipeasure. 
H is leg is la tive  representatives made no e f fo r t  to 
line up the necessary votes against the b ill.  
Roosevelt made no rea l a ttem p t to  ensure the up­
hold ing o f his veto by e ither the Senate o r the 
House.

In  his veto message to  Congress, Roosevelt 
pointed out th a t he was in  complete agreem ent 
w ith  seven ou t o f the nine po in ts o f the S m ith - 
Connally b i l l;  h is on ly ob jection to  the other tw o 
points was th a t they were no t s u ffic ie n tly  e ffec­
tive  a n ti-s tr ik e  provis ions o r irre leva n t. H is  mes­
sage was thus a v ir tu a l in v ita tio n  fo r  Congress 
to pass the b ill as a whole now w ith  the pos­
s ib il i ty  o f la te r revok ing  the tw o sections ob­
jected to by Roosevelt. A nd f in a lly  his own p ro ­
posal to place a ll w orkers between the ages o f 
18 and 65 under the provis ions o f the d ra ft  law  is 
every b it  as vic ious and to ta lita r ia n  as the S m ith- 
Connally A c t its e lf. Such is the rea l record o f 
Roosevelt in  th is  d isgracefu l la bo r-b a iting  cam­
paign.

And ye t in the face o f th is  conspiracy between 
Roosevelt and Congress against the labor move­
ment, th is  studied cam paign to ham string , hog- 
tie  and disembowel the labor unions, M u rra y  and 
Green have the nerve to w r ite  Roosevelt tha nk in g  
him  fo r  his veto, p ra is ing  him  fo r  his “ sta tes­
m anship”  and “ courage”  and p ledging to continue 
th e ir  “ no -s trike ”  policy. Is there no l im it  to  the 
cowardice, to the, g rove lling , to  the toadyism  o f 
these se ll-ou t a rtis ts  ? M u rra y  and Green im p lied  
th a t they m ig h t have to resign fro m  the W ar 
Labor Board i f  the S m ith-C onna lly  b i l l were en­
acted in to  law. Now th a t i t  is law , they are s ing­
in g  another tune. M u rra y  and Green are de­
term ined, come w h a t m ay, to continue to  hang 
on to the coa t-ta ils  o f Roosevelt and his w a r 
A dm in is tra tion . They are as much frig h te n e d  by 
the independent action o f labo r as the corpora­
tions and th e ir  congressional stooges.

The na tiona l s trikeb rea k ing  o rgan iza tion  p a r­
ad ing under the name o f the Com m unist P a rty  
takes its  stand beside the head bureaucrats o f the 
A F L  and CIO. Indeed i t  goes M u rra y  and Green 
one better. W hereas these “ statesm en”  are ta lk ­
ing  about de feating  every Congressman who voted 
fo r  the Sm ith-C onna lly  A c t, the fin k in g  sheet of 
the S ta lin is ts , the D a ily  W orker, warns th a t “ I t  
is  w ro ng  to  judge members o f Congress on ly  on 
the basis o f the vote on the (S m ith -C onna lly ) 
b i ll. ”

We are sure th a t the enactm ent o f the S m ith- 
Connally s lave-labor b i ll w i l l  serve as an im ­
po rta n t ob ject lesson fo r  the ranks o f Am erican 
labor. They w il l  learn th a t the po licy o f sub­
servience to the w a r machine, the po licy  o f g iv ­
ing up labo r’s r ig h ts  and independence, the po licy 
o f “ company un ion ism ”  on the p o lit ic a l f ie ld  on ly 
emboldens the cap ita lis ts , on ly  paves the w ay fo r  
fu r th e r  re trea ts  and the fu rth e r, weakening o f the 
labor movement.

The S m ith-C onna lly  A c t m ust be fo u g h t too th 
and n a il! The reactionaries, the labo r ba ite rs m ust 
be driven back in to  th e ir  holes. N o t on ly by cou rt 
tests o f the law  and demands fo r  its  repeal, bu t 
p r im a r ily  by b reaking w ith  Roosevelt, by break­
ing  with» the Dem ocratic and Republican Parties, 
by b reaking w ith  the po licy o f subservience to the 
w ar machine and by reasserting  the independence 
o f the labor movement on both the economic and 
p o lit ic a l fie lds . The day th a t labo r launches its  
own independent p o lit ic a l p a r ty  w i l l  sound the 
death kne ll o f the S m ith -C onna lly  A c t.

Roosevelt Advocates 
Work-Or-Fight D raft

Murray-Green Continue Policy of Subservience to White House 
But Rank and File of Unions Are Losing Faith in Roosevelt

By E. R. F ra n k

T he  fu r io u s  la h o r-b a itin g , u n io n -b u s tin g  cam paign  o f  Congress reached 
its  c lim a x  w ith  the  enactm ent o f  the  S m itli-C o n n a lly  s lave-labor B i l l  on June  
2 5 . Congress was a ll set fo r  the  k i l l  and les^ than  tw o hou rs  a fte r  re ce ip t o f  
R ooseve lt’ s ve to  message re-passed the  b i l l .  T h is  in fa m o u s  law  makes i t  a c r im e  
pun ishab le  by one year’ s im p ris o n m e n t and $ 5 ,0 0 0  fin e  to  “ coerce, ins tiga te , 
induce , consp ire  w ith  o r  encourage a n y  person  to  in te r fe re  by lo c k o u t, s tr ik e ,
s low -dow n o r  o t l ie r  in te r ­
ru p tio n  w ith  the  opera ­
tio ns  o f  p lan ts  in  posses­
s ion  o f  the g ove rn m e n t.”

The provisions o f th is  law are 
so general and broad as to make 
i t  possible to  ja i l  every trade 
union o ffic ia l and shop m ilita n t 
who has the courage to  f ig h t  fo r  
labo r’s r ig h ts . The law makes i t  
possible to harass the unions w ith  
c iv il damage su its  in order to 
bankrup t the union treasuries.

The in d u s tr ia lis ts  and bankers 
are in  deadly fe a r o f the power­
fu l A m erican labo r movement. 
They are aware o f labo r’s r is in g  
resentm ent to B ig  Business’ w a r 
p ro fite e r in g  and lo o tin g  o f the 
public treasu ry . The coal strikes, 
the m ilita n c y  and s o lid a rity  o f 
the m iners, the response o f the 
auto, rubber and o ther groups o f 
w orkers, th re w  them  in to  a panic.

Through th e ir  agents in Con­
gress they determ ined to  push 
more ac tive ly  th e ir  a n ti- la b o r o f­
fensive. They determ ined to  de­
s troy  labo r’s s tr ik e  weapon. They 
determ ined to reestablish the old 
re la tionsh ip  o f m asters and 
slaves. They determ ined to disem­
bowel the labor movement so th a t 
i t  would have no s treng th  to f ig h t 
aga inst th e ir  rap ac ity  and th e ir  
crimes.

F IR S T  R E A C TIO N S

But the A m erican cap ita lis ts  
are reckoning w ith ou t th e ir  host. 
The m iners were ne ithe r f r ig h t ­
ened or cow'ed by the new law.

They called o f f  the th ird  coal 
s tr ik e  and returned to w ork  only 
because i t  was th e ir  conviction 
th a t i t  was best to  support the 
union Policy Com m ittee, not be­
cause o f fea r o f the s lave-labor 
act. Im m edia te ly  a fte r  its  pas­
sage, the w orkers o f the D e tro it 
C h rys le r H igh land  P ark  p lan t 
walked out in pro test aga inst the 
suspension o f a union steward.

The ending o f the th ird  coal 
s tr ik e  has not ended the labo r 
cris is . The cris is  continues to 
rage. The cap ita lis ts  have no t 
solved th e ir  problems, the y  have 
no t s tille d  la bo r’s voice by the 
passage o f the S m ith-C onna lly  
A ct. T h e ir problem s are ju s t be­
g inn ing . Labor ranks are seething 
w ith  b itte rness, d issa tis fac tion  
and h o s t ility  as never before. L a ­
bor’s voice is g ro w in g  clearer, 
louder and bolder in  pressing fo r  
its  ju s t demands.

R O O S E V E LT ’S R O LE

Roosevelt has exposed h is  hand 
in  his s trugg le  w ith  the m iners. 
I t  is now clear to  an increasing 
num ber o f un ion m ilita n ts  th a t 
Roosevelt is  responsible fo r  the 
w age-freezing po licy  o f the ad­
m in is tra tion . They see c learly  
now th a t Roosevelt aim s to keep 
the w o rk in g , man in a debased 
condition w h ile  the cost-plus con­
trac to rs  are g ro w in g  fa t  and rich  
and prices continue sky-rocke t­
ing. The tim e  is past when la bo r’s 
anger w i l l  ven t its e lf  upon Roose­
v e lt ’s underlings and subordinates

Miners Angered By Passage 
Of Smith-Connally Bill

B y A r t  Pre is

P IT T S B U R G H , Pa., June 28 . —  A fte r  dem on­
s tra tin g  th e ir  scorn and de fiance  o f  P res iden t Roose­
v e lt ’ s m il i ta r y  fo rce d -la b o r th re a t and the  new ly  en­
acted S m ith -C onna lly  slave-labor h i l l  by c o n tin u in g  
th e ir  s tr ik e  fo r  fo u r  days a fte r  the  U n ite d  M in e  W o rk ­
ers P o licy  C om m ittee ’ s anounced tru ce , the  b u lk  o f 
the W estern  P ennsy lvan ia  so ft coal m in e rs  have voted 
in  th e ir  loca l m eetings to  re tu rn  to  w o rk  today.

In  p a rt, the  co n tin u e d  
s tr ik e  re fle c te d  th e ir  n a t­
u ra l d isa p p o in tm e n t at 
being asked to accept another in ­
decisive truce and to re tu rn  to 
w ork once more w ithou t a con­
trac t. But the provocative th rea t 
by Roosevelt to d ra ft a ll s tr ik in g

W hat The  M ine rs  Say 
A b o u t The M i l i ta n t  —  
see s to ry  on  Page 2 by 
A r l P re is , o u r  special 
co rresponden t in  the 
coal fie ld s .

m iners and force them to w ork 
under m ilita ry  regu la tions struck 
a spark to an already explosive 
s itua tion . As one U M W  o ffic ia l 
expressed it ,  Roosevelt’s s ta te­
ment was like  “ th ro w in g  gasoline 
on a hot fire .”

O nly the desire to  back th e ir  
P o licy Com m ittee in  the d iff ic u lt  
nego tia tions and s tragg le  ahead, 
arid to preserve the coal m iners ’ 
ju s tly -fa m ed  u n ity  and d iscip line 
in . the face b f the gang-up o f the 
governm ent, the bosses and the 
cow ard ly  “ stab-in -the-back”  A F L  
and CIO leaders, has moved the 
m iners to  re lu c ta n tly  accept the 
P o licy  Com m ittee’s request th a t

(Continued on page 2)

and byp iss  the ch ie f c u lp r it  h im ­
self.

I t  is genera lly  realized in  la ­
bor ranks th a t Roosevelt’s oppo­
s itio n  to  the Sm ith-C onna lly  b ill 
was hyp ocritica l and pe rfuncto ry . 
He ju s t w ent th rough the mo­
tions in  order to deceive labor. 
A s a m a tte r o f fa c t, in  h is veto 
message to  Congress he w ro te  
th a t he fu l ly  approved seven ou t ’ 
o f the nine po in ts  in  the b il l —  
the seven po in ts th a t deprive la ­
bor o f its  r ig h t  to. s trike , th a t 
make i t  possible to  ja i l  and f in e  
un ion m ilita n ts , th a t make i t  pos­
sible to  b a n k ru p t un ion treasuries 
“ I f  the b ill were lim ite d  to  these 
seven sections,”  Roosevelt w rote, 
“ I  would sign i t . ”

(Continued on page 4)

CIO in Michigan 
Condemns Lynch 
Mob Attacks
Delegates Assert 
Smith-Connally Act 
Smacks of Fascism

—  B U L L E T IN  —

D E TR O IT , M ich., June 29 (B y  
W ire ). —  The M ich igan CIO Con­
vention today passed a strong 
resolution denouncing the S m ith- 
Connally A c t as the most vicious 
an ti- la bo r leg is la tion  ever enacted 
in th is  country, which makes a 
m ockery o f the avowed cla im s 
th a t th is  is a w ar fo r  democracy 
and which is s im ila r  to  the ac­
tions taken by the fasc is t in  Ger­
many.

The convention also passed a 
reso lu tion b lam ing the an ti-N egro  
r io ts  in  D e tro it on in to lerance 
fostered by the em ployers and 
th e ir  agents fo r  the purpose 6f 
fu r th e r  e xp lo iting  the workers 
th rough  the po licy o f d iv ide and 
conquer.

By JO H N  S A U N D E R S

D E TR O IT , M ich., June 28— A 
resolution on the an ti-N egro  rio ts  
in D e tro it, presented to the 1800 
delegates at the M ich igan State 
CIO convention today, was re ­
fe rred back to the Resolutions 
Com m ittee am idst considerable 
confusion caused by the S ta lin ­
is ts  and reactionaries.

The sentim ent o f the delegates 
was ove rw he lm ing ly  in  fa v o r o f 
p lac ing the blame fo r  the  lynch 
te rro r  on the em ployer-inspired 
J im  Crow, setup in th is  ,coun try  
and the Resolutions Com m ittee 
expressed w illingness to  accept 
amendments fro m  the ranks 
s treng then ing the reso lu tion in  
condemnation o f , the K u K lu x  
K la n  and in p ro v id ing  fo r  a

(Continued on page 4)
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Labor Must End 
Jim Crow Terror

(Continued fro m  page 1)

to rs  o f these attacks come fro m  the c a p ita lis t 'class and th e ir  
conscious or unconscious to ils .  I t  has a lready been disclosed th a t 
agents o f the em ployers planned and provoked the an ti-N egro  
dem onstrations in  M obile and elsewhere.

P a r t o f the A n ti-La b o r D rive
E ve ry  w o rke r is aw are th a t the ca p ita lis t in te rests are con­

ducting  today a fu rio u s  cam paign aga inst the labo r movement, 
The blows aga inst the coal m iners, the a n ti- la b o r decisions o f the 
W ar Labor Board, the passing o f the S m ith-C onna lly  slave-labor 
act, Roosevelt’s demand fo r  the d ra ft in g  o f a ll s tr ike rs , have been 
h igh  po in ts  in  th is  o ffensive.

A l l  w orkers m ust rea lize th a t the concerted a ttacks upon the 
colored people are an essentia l and in te g ra l p a rt o f th is  na tiona l 
un ion-busting  drive . The em ploying class hopes by these m u r­
derous means to  s p lit  the workers a long race and color lines, to  
th ro w  w h ite  w orkers against black, to  underm ine and demoralize 
the un ions; and thus to tu rn  the a tten tion  o f the w orkers away 
from  th e ir  rea l enemies.

D iv ide  and ru le : th is  po licy , everywhere pursued by the  pos­
sessing classes and th e ir  agents, has alone enabled them  to  hold 
down the exp lo ited masses. B r ita in  inc ites  Moslems against 
H indus. H it le r  uses the Jews fo r  scapegoats. A l l  o f them  
h u r l the  w orkers o f one coun try  aga inst another in  pe riod ica l 
w o rld  wars.

F o r generations here in  .the  U n ited  States em ployers have 
grow n fa t  and pow erfu l by p la y in g  na tive  w orkers aga inst fo r ­
eign-born, w h ite  against b lack, c ra f t  aga inst c ra ft. The A m e r­
ican w orkers were able to  bu ild  th e ir  po w e rfu l un ion movement 
in the la s t decade by  sweeping aside, overcom ing, and f ig h t in g  
aga inst a ll these a rtific ia lly -fo m e n te d  d ivisions. The N egro 
w orkers  played a heroic ro le  in  the bu ild ing  o f the in d u s tria l 
un ion movement. They fo u g h t side by side w ith  th e ir  w h ite  
bro thers aga inst the  bosses. Race pre jud ice  and d isc rim in a tio n  
cannot be pe rm itted  to  penetra te again and rega in  a foo th o ld  
w ith in  the trade unions.

The G overnm ent’s Role
The ca p ita lis t governm ent bears a la rge share o f respons ib ili­

ty  fo r  these attack^. The a d m in is tra tio n ’s recent decision fo r  
segregation o f colored workers in  the M obile sh ipyards and the 
po licy o f segregation practiced in  the armed forces provide o ff i­
c ia l example and encouragem ent to the J im  Crow elements.

The governm ent fa ils  to  enforce the Fourteen th  Am endm ent 
Or the federa l s ta tu tes aga inst d isc rim ina tion , and even v io la tes 
the provis ions o f the Selective Service A c t aga inst d iscrim ina tion . 
T h is  authorized lawlessness has encouraged s im ila r  lawlessness 
am ongst the advocates o f “ w h ite  suprem acy.”  The fa ilu re  o f 
Roosevelt’s ad m in is tra tio n  to  press fo r  the passage o f a n ti- lyn ch ­
in g  and a n ti-p o ll ta x  le g is la tio n  has given aid and com fo rt to  a ll 
enemies o f the Negro people. Roosevelt has b ro ug h t ne ithe r fre e ­
dom fro m  w a n t no r freedom  fro m  fe a r to  the  Negro people. On 
the con tra ry  they  are today m ore te rro rized  and troub led than 
ever before.

The A llie s  o f the Negroes
W hat m ust be done to  stop th is  lynch violence ? C e rta in ly  no 

t r u s t  o r re liance can be placed in  the  fede ra l au tho rities , the 
a rm y, sta te  o r m un ic ipa l police, the good-w ill o f the ca p ita lis t 
ru le rs , the aption o f Congress o r the  P resident. They have shown 
th a t they  w i l l  not take the steps needed to p ro tect N egro lives 
and r ig h ts .

The N egro people have both the r ig h t  and the du ty  to  p ro­
tect themselves against lawless a ttacks o f the lynch mobs. They 
have the r ig h t  to  demand th a t, in  event o f any fu tu re  attacks, 
N egro  troops alone be used and Negroes be deputized to defend 
them .

B u t the Negroes constitu te  on ly  a' sm all m in o r ity  o f the popu­
la tion . F o r th e ir  p ro tection  they requ ire  s trong  and re liab le  allies. 
These a llies w i l l  come above a ll f ro m  organized labor in  which 
the colored w o rke rs  fo rm  a s ig n if ic a n t section. The prejudices 
exhib ited by some w orkers should not b lind  the Negroes to  the  
necessity o f u n it in g  w ith  the labo r movement. Prejudices im ­
planted in  the m inds o f w h ite  w orkers by th e ir  enemies have been 
and can be overcome th rough  action and education in jo in t  s tru g ­
gle  o f b lack and w h ite  w orkers  aga inst th e ir  enemies and ex­
p lo ite rs. The fundam enta l in te rests  and aim s o f the w h ite  and 
colored w orkers  in  th e ir  f ig h t  fo r  eq ua lity  and em ancipation are 
the same.

R espons ib ility  o f the Unions
The ch ie f resp on s ib ility  fo r  defending the N egro people rests 

today upon the trade unions. The CIO, m ost pow erfu l organ iza­
tio n  o f the w o rk in g  people in  M ich igan, was established and grew  
s trong  because o f its  po licy  o f non-d iscrim ina tion  aga inst any 
w o rke r, regard less o f color, race, re lig io n  o r p o lit ic a l a ff ilia tio n . 
The labo r leaders m ust do more than deplore these a ttacks upon 
the Negro people. They m ust do more tha n  order th e ir  members 
to  s tay  o f f  the streets and appeal fo r  g ra n d - ju ry  investiga tions. 
They m ust summon th e ir  membership to take determ ined and o r ­
ganized aotion aga inst the in s tig a to rs  and organ izers o f these 
lynch mobs. The unions o f D e tro it could have repulsed th is  th re a t 
to  th e ir  very existence as they repulsed General M otors in  1937 
and Ford in  1941. D e tro it  would be fa r  d iffe re n t today and the 
na tive  fascists would be cow ering in th e ir  holes, demoralized 
instead c f  tr ium p ha n t, had tUe union leaders called ou t the  ve t­
eran f ly in g  squadrons to  defend the Negro people.
. These a ttacks are an a la rm -s igna l. They invo lve issues no 
less im p o rta n t to  the unions than  the f ig h t  waged aga ins t the  
auto-barons in  1937. The hoodlums and hooligans who a re  today  
assa iling  the Negroes are t ra in in g  themselves fo r  o ther acts o f 
violence. T om orrow  o r the day a fte r  th e y  can be unleashed by 
the  Fords, W ilsons and Chryslers as storm  troops and s tr ik e ­
breakers aga inst the unions themselves. W orkers, take w a rn in g ! 
T h is  is how fasc is t gangs were form ed and fascism  arose in 
Europe and crushed the labo r movement. Do no t pe rm it them 
to  take ro o t here:

P ro g ra m  o f A c tion  fo r  Labor
F o r th e ir  own se lf-p ro tection  the unions m ust use the same 

methods o f s trugg le , the  same f ig h t in g  p rogram  th a t proved so 
e ffec tive  aga inst H a rry  B enne tt’s mobsters. L e t the  union o ff i­
cia ls ca ll a g rea t m eeting  o f a ll the shop stewards in  the D e tro it  
area, acqua int them  w ith  the  seriousness o f the  s itua tion  and 
in fo rm  them  o f the un ion ’s plan o f cam paign. The members o f 
each local should be m obilized fo r  action. F ly in g  squadrons o f 
un ion m ilita n ts  should stand ready to  pro tect the r ig h ts  o f th e ir  
N egro  fe llow -w o rke rs  menaced by the  mobs. The various loca l 
unions should m a in ta in  o rder and clear th e ir  respective te rr ito r ie s  
o f an ti-N e g ro , a n ti- la b o r gangs.

E ve ry  local un ion should set up a v igorous a n ti-d isc rim in a ­
tio n  com m ittee to  com bat em p loye r-ins titu ted  d isc rim in a tio n  in  
the shops and to  fe r re t  ou t the  conscious K u -K lu x  agents and

Passage Of Bill Angers Miners
What The Miners Say 
About 'The Militant'

B y A r t  P re is

(Continued from  page 1)

P ITT S B U R G H , Pa., June 25,— “ The M il ita n t ’s 
the on ly  paper in  the coun try  th a t ’s to ld  the 
t ru th  about us m iners.”

Those are the li te ra l words fro m  the lip s  o f 
s tr ik in g  m iners and local un ion o ffic ia ls  I  heard 
d u rin g  the past week in  the m in ing  towns o f 
C a lifo rn ia , Coverdale, L ib ra ry , ' H illc re s t, M a r i­
anna and a h a lf  dozen others.

To fembattled m iners a ll a long the Monongahe- 
la Valley, s ite  o f the w o rld ’s richest s o ft coal 
seam, the name o f The' M il ita n t  is becoming a 
by-word fo r  t ru th  and jus tice  to  th e ir  cause.

A ltho ug h  on ly  a fe w  thousand M ilita n ts  have 
been circu la ted in  th is  area, m any m ore thousands 
o f m iners have read it ,  fo r  a s ingle copy passes 
th rou gh  m any hands. In  fa c t, wherever I  w en t 
I  was besieged fo r  copies by scores who knew 
o f the paper on ly  b y  its  fa s t-g ro w in g  repu ta tion .

W a rm  W elcom e
I t ’ was a  he a rt-w a rm ing  experience . fo r  me las t 

Wednesday when I was welcomed in to  the meet­
ing  o f Local 73, in L ib ra ry , Pa., and heard one 
o f the local officers state, “ We gave an in te rv ie w  
to  The M il ita n t  d u rin g  the  f i r s t  s tr ike , and I  
m ust say th a t i t ’s the  on ly  paper th a t p rin ted  
w ha t we said ju s t  lik e  we to ld  it .  W e were 
prom ised by th is  re p o rte r here th a t the  s tra ig h t 
t ru th  Was g o in g  in to  h is  paper, and I  m ust say 
th a t th is  paper has kep t its  w ord .”

Coming from  a coal m iner, th a t’s a tr ib u te  to 
he prized. The m iners have a sound and healthy 
h o s tility  tow ard a ll reporters, because the type 
they ’ve m et is usua lly  from  the  boss papers which 
m isquote them, tw is t  th e ir  words, and d is to rt 
the true  s to ry  o f the m iners ’ s trugg le .

Over in W a lkerstow n, near C a lifo rn ia , Pa., 
where I  had the p riv ile ge  o f lis te n in g  in  on a 
union local m eeting yesterday a fte rnoon  and la te r 
in te rv ie w in g  the local officers, I  was m et w ith  
open h o s t ility  outside the h a ll when I  announced 
m yse lf as a repo rte r. In  a fe w  seconds, the word 
had passed on inside -and a voice whooped out, 
"A n o th e r re p o rte r! T h row  h im  in  the creek w ith  
the res t o f th e m !”

B u t in  another few  seconds, when I  had an­
nounced m y paper, the word spread ahead, “ He’s 
O. K . He’s from  th a t M il i ta n t  paper.”

A f te r  the  m eeting, I  m anaged to  bum  a l i f t ,  
along w ith  three m iners, in  a car d riven  by  a 
H e a rs t rep o rte r. He was a good fe llo w  aside- 
fro m  h is jo b  —  anyone who gives you a l i f *  
in  these gas-rationed days m ust be fundam ent­
a lly  decent a t bottom . B u t a fte r  we became ac­
quainted, lie  complained o f  the tre a tm e n t he’d 
received fro m  the m iners. “ W hy, I  came ou t here 
to  ge t the  m iners ’ side o f the p ic tu re , b u t they 
don’t  w a n t to ta lk  to me.”

“ Sure,”  I  said, as I  w inked back a t the three 
m iners in  the back seat and they g rinned back 
a t me. “ Sure, you p r in t  a few  lines o f statem ents 
fro m  m iners buried among a lo t  o f o ther s tu ff,  
and then you p r in t  columns o f ed ito ria ls  and a r ­
tic les saying the  m iners should be ja ile d  and 
shot.”

The H earst re p o rte r appeared ve ry  un com fo rt­
able, bu t the m iners seemed to  be en joy ing  the 
conversation a g re a t deal.

F ills  a R eal Need
Praise fo r  The M il ita n t  has come no t m erely 

from  rank and file rs , but from  leading d is tr ic t 
U M W  offic ia ls . One In te rn a tio n a l Board m em ­
ber w ith  whom I  spoke Wednesday —  and they 
are usually non-com m itta l —  stated qu ite open­
ly :

“ Yes, I  read The M il ita n t and I  know  i t  is  w ide­
ly  read among the o ffic ia ls  around here. A nd 
I  have heard some ve ry  favo rab le  com m ents about 
the jo b  you boys have been do ing on th e - m ine 
s itua tion .”

The splendid reception which The M il ita n t  is 
rece iving in  th is  im p o rta n t m in in g  area is  due 
to one fa c t; The M ilita n t,  in so fa r as its  lim ited  
c ircu la tio n  has pe rm itted , has fille d  a rea l need 
o f these coal m iners fo r  accurate in fo rm a tio n  and 
a clear and fo rce fu l presentation o f the issues.

W herever i t  has penetrated. The M il ita n t  has 
helped to g ive the m iners add itiona l s treng th  and 
uftderstanding. The m iners have been able to  use 
its  arsenal o f fac ts  and c lea rly  fo rm u la ted  a rg u ­
ments on th e ir  beha lf as rea l weapons in  th e ir  
strugg le .

H ow  to  Get Th is  P aper
N ow  I  w a n t to say a fe w  words to the m iners 

who complained to me a f te r  the m eeting in  W a lk - 
erstow n yesterday, and to  the m any others who 
raised the same com pla in t about n o t be ing able 
to  ge t copies o f the paper, th a t The M il ita n t  has 
been ta x in g  a ll its  sm all resources t r y in g  to  ge t 
as m any copies o f the paper to you as possible. 
The M il ita n t  is a w o rke rs ’ paper, m ainta ined and 
supported by the pennies, nickels and dimes o f 
union men and women who w an t to  see the t ru th  
about the w o rke rs ’ conditions and problem s p u t 
fo r th . A t  present, The M il ita n t  can supp ly on ly  
hundreds o f copies where tens o f thousands are 
wanted and needed.

O ur paper doesn’t  have b ig  financia l sponsors 
and i t  can’t  be bought o f f  w ith  ju ic y  corpora­
tion  ad ve rtis ing  contracts. Because we te l l  the 
t ru th  bo ld ly  and w ith o u t m in c ing  words, the gov­
ernm ent o ffic ia ls  have tr ie d  to silence us by ta k ­
ing- away our second-class m a ilin g  priv ileges.

So, i f  you w ant to  make sure o f rece iv ing The 
M il ita n t  reg u la rly , the best th in g  to do is ge t a- 
subscrip tion by sending in  a do lla r and you r name 
and address. T h is  w i l l  b ring  the paper to  you fo r  
s ix  months, every week. O f course, The M il ita n t  
w ill do its  best to  see th a t the bundles th a t have 
been go ing in to  the m in ing  towns continue, and 
we hope th a t those g e ttin g  copies w i l l  make sure 
to  share them  around.

“ The M il ita n t  has to ld  the t ru th  about us”  —  
th a t is the  ve rd ic t o f thousands o f m iners in  the 
Monongahela va lley . Depend upon i t ,  The M i l i ­
ta n t w i l l  continue to  te ll the tru th .

Dobbs Tour Covers 
Key M idwest Cities

Detroit
D E TR O IT , M ich., June 27—  

F a rre ll Dobbs, N a tion a l Labor 
Secretary o f the  Socialist W o rk ­
ers P a rty , b rough t his v is it  to 
D e tro it to a close to n ig h t by 
speaking to a la rge  and enthus­
ias tic  audience o f m embers and 
close friends, o f the pa rty . 
H is  exposure o f the d rive  o f B ig  
Business and th e  en tire  govern­
m enta l apparatus aga inst the  
standards o f labo r was especially 
t im e ly  in  view  o f the  assaults 
against colored w orkers which 
have been sweeping the coun try , 
and w hich reached th e ir  tra g ic  
cu lm ina tion  in  D e tro it on ly a few  
days ago.

Comrade Dobbs pointed out 
th a t these an ti-N egro  r io ts  were 
not accidental, nor the resu lt o f 
spontaneous reactions o f in d iv id ­
uals but were a new device, con­
sciously organized by B ig  Busi­
ness and its  hoodlum gangs, to

divide and weaken the w ork ing  
class. The fa vo ritism  shown by 
the police to the w h ite  hoodlums 
is exactly the same as th e if fa v ­
o ritism  to scabs a ttack ing  picket 
lines, and to fascists in th e ir  as­
saults against workers.

“ The trade unions m ust now’ 
rebu ild  w ha t has been to rn  down, 
and organize w orkers ’ defense 
guards to  insure th a t la b o r as a 
whole, o r any section o f i t ,  w il l 
be adequately protected against 
fu tu re  a ttacks,”  said Comrade 
Dobbs. “ W e m ust drive  home the 
lesson o f the need fo r  po litica l 
action, o f the k ind which w il l  
weld w orkers together. The tim e  
has come to  s ta r t  an aggressive 
cam paign fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f an 
independent labo r p a rty , a p a rty  
which w il l  f ig h t fo r  complete 
u n ity  and eq ua lity  o f a ll w orkers, 
and which w il l  raise th e ir  level 
o f p o lit ic a l consciousness to  th a t 
pinnacle where the y  w ill he ready 
to  come to  g rips  w 'ith the forces 
now opposing them .”

The audience responded to th is

in s p ir in g  address not on ly w ith  
questions and discussion, but by 
po litica l so lid a rity  in the fo rm  o f 
generous financia l contribu tions. 
When the chairm an announced 
th a t the collection had brought in 
$382 in cash and pledges, ad­
d itio n a l con tribu tions and pledges 
were-m ade to b r in g  the to ta l to 
exactly  8400.

D u rin g  Comrade Dobbs’ stay in 
D e tro it, m any new frien ds  and 
one new m ember were gained fo r  
the pa rty .

St. Louis
ST. LO U IS , Mo., June 20 —  

Speaking to  an audience composed 
predom inan tly  o f CIO and A F L  
trade un ion ists here las t n igh t, 
F a rre ll Dobbs outlined the need 
and prospects fo r  independent la ­
bor po litica l action in th is  coun­
try .

The m eeting was under the 
auspices o f the local branch o f 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty , and 
was attended by a considerable 
num ber o f non-pa rty  members a t­
tend ing  an SW P m e e tin g .fo r the 
f irs t  tim e. T h e ir discussion o f the 
issues raised by Comrade Dobbs 
was a re flec tion  o f the g row ing  
in te res t shown by  un ion m ilita n ts  
in  the question o f the labo r pa rty .

A  collection o f $80 was taken, 
and the ground was la id  fo r  
recru itm en t o f some w orkers  in to  
the SW P and thé securing o f sub­
scrip tions to The M ilita n t.

Flint
F L IN T , M ich., June 24 —  A  

m il ita n t  young Negro fa c to ry  
w o rke r was recru ited  in to  the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  here yes­
te rday a t the m eeting addressed 
by  F a rre ll Dobbs a t a tim e  when 
the an ti-N egro  r io t in g  in  nearby 
D e tro it had n o t ye t subsided.

Comrade Dobbs’ ta lk  on the

they te rm ina te  th e ir  th ird  na tiona l 
s tr ike  w ith in  the past tw o months.

B IT T E R  F U R Y

W ords cannot adequately des­
cribe  the b it te r  fu ry  th a t shook 
the m iners when they learned o f 
Roosevelt’s th rea t.

“ Le t ’em th row  us in to  the 
a rm y,”  was the typ ica l expression 
heard in  the m iners’ m eetings and 
throughout the m in ing  towns in 
th is  area. “ They ’l l  see how much 
coal they ’ ll get out o f the pits 
tha t w ay! They won’t make slave 
labor out o f us !”

So fa r  as th e  ran k  and file  
m iners are concerned, the present 
truce is ju s t th a t— a truce. There 
can be l i t t le  doubt th a t th e y  
in tend to .re n e w  the s trugg le  by 
every means a t th e ir  command i f  
in  th e  com ing period th e y  do no t 
receive a sa tis fa c to ry  con tract and 
th e ir  deserved p o rta l- to -p p rta l 
pay. The m iners have n o t been 
in tim id a te d  by th rea ts  o f " ja il o t 
m il i ta ry  forced 'labor. On the con­
tra ry ,  such th rea ts  have on ly  in ­
creased th e ir  f ig h tin g  de term ina­
tion . The m ine s itua tion  is  fa r  
fro m  settled. I t  has on ly entered 
the phase o f tra n s ito ry , uneasy 
peace.

E ve ry  m ine r’s town in the past 
few days in th is  area has been 
the scene o f heated debate a t 
U M W  local meetings. F o r the 
m ost p a rt, there has been con­
siderable confusion as to  the exact 
m eaning o f the la test truce. B ut, 
having expressed th e ir  d issatis fac­
tio n  w ith  the truce and demon­
stra ted th a t th e ir  re tu rn  to  w ork  
is  in no way based upon fe a r o f 
governm ent rep risa l, a m a jo r ity  
o f the m iners have' accepted the 
necessity fo r  con tinu ing  to  act 
toge ther despite th e ir  understand­
able " fee lings and to fo llo w  the 
s tra teg y  la id  out by th e ir  na­
tio n a l leaders.

The ca p ita lis t press in  P it ts ­
burgh and the other m in ing  areas, 
which has been c a llin g  fo r  nothing- 
less than ja il in g  and shooting the  
s tr ik in g  m iners, has tr ie d  to  in ­
c ite  a s p lit  in  the U M W  ranks 
by  suddenly shedding crocodile 
tears fo r  the m iners because 
“ Lew is d idn ’t  w in  them  any­
th in g .”  N a tu ra lly , such “ sym ­
p a th y ”  fro m  th,e v ile s t enemies 
o f the m iners w i l l  receive the 
response i t  m erits . The m ine 
w orkers  can see the hook beneath 
the b a it and' w i l l  shun i t  accord­
in g ly . The m iners understand th a t 
th e ir  u n ity  and d iscip line is th e ir  
greatest weapon.

“ C A P T IV E  M IN E ”  LO CALS

Nowhere was the bitterness and 
fig h tin g  fu ry  o f the m iners more 
fo rce fu lly  demonstrated than at 
the m eetings o f the “ captive nvrne”  
locals.

A  typ ica l “ captive m ine”  local 
m eeting I  h a d ' the p riv ile ge  o f 
a ttend ing  was held la s t Thursday 
in  the H ungarian  H a ll a t  W alkers- 
tow n, ju s t outside C a lifo rn ia , Pa., 
s ite o f the Jones &  La ug h lin  
mines. Here the  s tr ike rs , members 
o f Local 2399, w o rk in g  in  Vesta 
No. 4, w o rld ’s la rges t coal mine, 
expressed in  no uncerta in  te rm s 
th e ir  feeling's about the tr ic k e ry  
and in tim id a tio n  being used to  
th ru s t the W a r Labor Board ’s 
“ ye llow -dog”  con tract down th e ir  
th roa ts.

A ltho ug h  i t  was a s t if l in g  h o t 
day, the men filled  every seat and 
a ll the aisles, out th rough  the 
doorway and in to  the entrance­
w ay lead ing in to  the basement 
ha ll. W hen I  a rrived , the meet­
in g  was already underway. I t  was 
clear th a t the men were s trong ly  
opposed to  an im m edia te ac­
ceptance o f the truce. There was 
a bu rs t o f loud p ro test every tim e  
a m em ber o r o ff ic ia l spoke in 
fa v o r o f go ing back to  w ork . 
Above the general noise o f the 
m eeting a t frequen t in te rva ls  
w o u ld  r ip  the shout, “ No con­
tra c t, no w o rk !”

The m eeting expressed the gen­
era l argum ents and sentim ents I  
have heard up and down the 
Monongahela V a lle y  since the 
truce announcement.

“ L e t ’em th row  us in to  the 
a rm y ! L e t ’ em t r y  to  make slave 
labo r ou t o f us !”

“ They don’ t  have to  r is k  th e ir  
lives every day. They’re d raw ing  
th e ir  fa t  salaries th a t we’re pay­
in g  fo r. They can order us back 
in to  the m ine w ith o u t a con trac t

necessity fo r  a labor p a rty  based 
on the trade unions and how to 
create ' i t  was enjoyed also by 
several o ther fr ien ds  o f the 
branch, who pa rtic ipa ted  in  an 
enthusiastic question and discus­
sion period a t the m ost success­
fu l m eeting run by the branch 
in  m any m onths. A  collection o f 
$25 was taken.

and do us out o f our increase. Le t 
the W ar Labo r Board go in to  
the m ine fo r  one day and see 
w hat i t ’s l ik e ! ”

O ther speakers, re a liz in g  the 
danger o f a s p lit  in  the ranks 
and ofi d iss ipa ting  the energies 
o f the m iners ' s trugg le  by iso­
la ted  s trikes in  opposition to  the 
decision o f the P o licy  Com m ittee, 
pleaded w ith  the men to  accept 
the  decision. A n inconclusive de­
cision was. f in a lly  reached to  go 
a long w ith  the P o licy  Com m ittee, 
b u t no date fo r  a re tu rn  to  w o rk  
was set. To datq the men are s t i l l

| out on s trike .

| W O R K IN G  C O N D IT IO N S

A f te r  the Thursday m eeting, I  
in te rv iew ed John G. H a rr is , the 
president o f Local 2399. W e ta lk ­
ed w ith  a group o f the members 
around us, who fre q u e n tly  in te r­
posed in fo rm a tio n  o f th e ir  own 
about th e ir  w o rk ing  and liv in g  
conditions.

O f course, here, as in  every 
m in in g  town, s taggering  prices 
■have imposed an in to le rab le  bu r­
den on the m iners. H a rr is  de­
clared th a t in the local company 
store, “ prices are up 100 to  125 
percent.”

A t  th is  po in t, a young m iner 
exclaim ed: “ I f  you w a n t to  see 
d a y lig h t robbery, ju s t come 
around to D a isytow n and buy 
som eth ing in ou r store.”

“ And put th is  in you r paper,”  
H a rr is  added: “ Ask the  govern­
ment why it  don’t  publish the 
O W I’s report on prices in  the 
K en tucky  coal m ine areas?”  He 
then in form ed me th a t the O W I 
had conducted a recent price su r­
vey which was so dam aging to 
the operators tha t i t  has not been 
made public.

P O R T A L-T O -P O R T A L IS S U E

On the p o rta l- to -p o rta l pay is ­
sue, H a rr is  revealed th a t a t Ves­
ta  No. 4, ru n n in g  28 m iles  under- 
ground, the men spend 12 hours 
a  day in  the m ine, on ly  seven 
o f which are w o rk in g  tim e. The 
men spend fro m  fo u r  to  f iv e  
hours on the m a n -tr ip  to  and 
fro m  the w o rk in g  face o f the 
mine. “ And then,”  another m iner 
added, “ we’re o ften  w a it in g  20 
and 25 minutes- la te  to ge t the 
m a n -tr ip  ou t.”

H a rr is  also expla ined the f r e ­
quency o f la y -o ffs  in  the  m ine, 
e ith e r because o f penalties un­
ju s tly  placed on the  men o r to  
beat ou t the paym ent o f overtim e.

“ W e’re not., a llow ed .to have 
more than 83 pounds o f -d irt 'in . 
a 7300 pound load o f coal, The 
com pany lays you o f f  fo r .a n y ­
where fro m  a day to  30 days, i f  
you tu rn  in  a load w ith  m ore than 
83 pounds o f d ir t .  W hy, the men 
have to  w o rk  on a face sometimes 
w ith  as h igh as f iv e  fee t o f slate, 
in  w a te r fro m  s ix  inches to a 
foo t-and-a h a lf  deep. A nd  s t i l l  
they penalize the men. They lay 
the men o f f  whenever they w ant 
to, a ll r ig h t, bu t when we lay 
o f f  to  get our ju s t pay, they ye ll 
like  m u rd e r!”

So-called governm ent superv i­
sion o f the m ines so fa r  hasn’t  
m eant an y th in g , according to 
H a rris , because the same m anage­
ment is ru n n in g  the m ine and ca r­
ry in g  ou t the same policies as be­
fore . He pointed ou t th a t the 
m anagem ent has been la y in g  men 
o f f  in  the m iddle o f the  week 
in  o rder to  avoid pay ing  them 
tim e  and a h a lf  fo r  the s ix th  day 
o f w o rk . “ The com pany gets pa id  
23 cents a ton fo r  tim e-and-a- 
h a lf  costs,”  he explained, “ b u t i t  
is cheating the men o f th is .”

A no the r m eeting I  attended 
was th a t o f Local 78, M on tou r 
No. 10 m ine o f the P ittsb u rg h  
Coal Co., a t L ib ra ry . Pa. Th is 
was held Wednesday afte rnoon 
ju s t a fte r  the announcement o f 
the new truce.

Here too was expressed the same 
s trong  sentim ent aga ins t go ing 
back to  w o rk  w ith o u t a con tract. 
The fee lings were p a r tic u la r ly  
b itte r  about the th re a t o f being 
dra fted  and the im pending a n ti­
s tr ik e  b i ll.

“ N O N E  L IK E  D E C IS IO N ”

As one old veteran o f the mines 
expressed i t :

“ Going in to  a m ine is no easy 
th in g . E ve ry  tim e  you go in , you 
never know i f  you’re com ing out. 
I f  they w a n t to  pass such a law 
on us men, le t ’em pass it .  W e’ve 
worked in these m ines and risked 
our lives, and damned near a t 
tim es had to eat grass and frozen

apples to  stay a live. B u t we’re  
s t i l l  l iv in g  and we’re s t i l l  f ig h t ­
in g .”

When another speaker stated, 
“ There ’s tee th in th a t b ill.  We 
can a l l be arrested,”  the re  was 
a loud chorus fro m  the f lo o r :

“ L e t’s a ll go to ja i l ! ”
I t  was fre e ly  adm itted  by  a ll 

those who spoke in  fa v o r o f sup­
p o rtin g  the po licy com m ittee ’s 
recommendations th a t “ none o f 
us lik e  the decision.”  As one o f 
the leaders sta ted: “ W e’re  a l l sore 
about the decision, bu t we m ust 
accept j t .  We can’t  help the s it ­
ua tion  by s tay in g  ou t another fe w  
days. I t  would look lik e  we’re  not 
backing the P o licy  Com m ittee 
any m ore.”

B y a close m arg in , i t  was de­
cided to  re tu rn  to  w o rk  the next 
day. Subsequently, the men pulled 
ou t again and did  no t re tu rn  to 
w o rk  u n til today.

T H E Y  W A N T  A  CO N TR AC T

The support Lew is has m a in ­
tained so fa r  in  th is  b a ttle  is 
based on the conviction o f the 
men th a t  he is re a lly  f ig h t in g  fo r  
them. Lew is did no t call them  ou t 
against th e ir  w ill.  On the con- 
tra ry , i t  is on ly  because Lew is 
has g iven them  leadership in an 
open s trugg le  w h ich  the m iners 
themselves demanded th a t he has 
sustained his a u th o r ity  a iid pres­
tige .

H ow ever, m any express the 
fee lin g  th a t in c a llin g  the la tes t 
truce  and In  es tab lish ing  the 
te rm s o f th a t truce, the  opinions 
o f the ran k  and f i le  have no t been 
su ffic ie n tly  consulted.

One o f the m iners to ld  me: 
“ W e’re ju s t handed orders fro m  
the top bu t we don’t  know  where 
we re a lly  stand. T h is  is our s trike , 
no t John L . Lew is ’, and we’d lik e  
to l»e consulted more. Don’t  m is ­
understand me. W e have fu l l  con­
fidence in our un ion and our lead­
ers. -B ut we don’t  lik e  to  be kep t 
in  the dark about a ll th a t ’s go­
in g  on behind the doors in  W ash­
in g ton .”

T h e ir suspicion o f accepting, 
even tem po ra rily , any settlem ent 
bu t a signed and sealed con tract 
is  very evident. D u rin g  the meet­
ing  at L ib ra ry , fo r  instance, there 
was much question ing o f the p o li­
cy o f re tu rn in g  to  w o rk  even i f  
the mines rem ain under the pres­
ent nom inal con tro l o f the gov­
ernm ent.

One m ine r asked: “ Has i t  been 
confirm ed th a t the governm ent 
has taken over complete con tro l 

.o f the m ines? I f  i t ’s the pres­
ent setup, I ’m fo r  s tick in g  ou t.”

A no the r sta ted : “ F ir s t  i t  w i l l  
be a truce  u n t il October 31, then 
Christm as, and f in a lly  i t  w i l l  be 
u n t il next con tract tim e.”

A ll these ideas re fle c t the fa c t 
th a t the m iners suspect any fo rm  
o f settlem ent sho rt o f a con tract 
em bodying th e ir  m in im um  de­
mands. The term s o f the la test 
truce have no t reassured them 
on th is  score.

One weakness o f the m iners ’ 
position is th e ir  sense o f iso la­
tion  fro m  the res t o f the organ­
ized w orkers. M ost o f them , s u r­
rounded as the y  are by ca p ita lis t 
press and rad io  propaganda, do 
not rea lize  the trem endous 
am ount o f sen tim ent in support 
o f th e ir  f ig h t  am ong the auto, 
rubber, m a ritim e  and o ther im ­
p o rta n t sectors o f the A m erican 
w orkers.

M any m iners in fo rm ed me tha t 
they learned o f th is  sup po rt’ on ly 
th rough  the columns o f The M il i­
ta n t, which has. a fte r  a ll, on ly 
a very lim ite d  c ircu la tio n  in the 
m ine fields.

F IG H T  N O T  E N D E D

No group in  th is  s trugg le , least 
o f  a ll the opera tors, a re  deceiv­
ing  themselves th a t the  ba ttle , is 
over. The pressure fo r  a con tract 
w i l l  continue, even d u rin g  the 
truce. A s  a D is tr ic t  5 o ff ic ia l sta­
ted : “ Now  I  ask you, do you 
th in k  the operators w i l l  ever ge t 
no rm a l production u n t il the m i­
ners ge t a con trac t?  The men 
can’t  be expected to  p u t any he a rt 
in to  th e ir  w o rk  under conditions 
as they  face them  now. The op­
e ra to rs  are w o rried  s t i f f  r ig h t  
now. They know  th a t p roduction 
w i l l  continué chaotic u n t il a de­
cent con trac t is signed.”

The m iners have faced the 
grea test a rra y  o f a n ti- la b o r pow­
er ever m ustered in  th is  coun try  
aga inst a sing le  union. B u t th e ir  
forces rem a in  in ta c t, de fian t and 
united.provocateurs who t r y ' to  s t ir  up dissension between w h ite  and 

colored w orkers. The unions m ust c a rry  on educational ac tiv itie s  
to  exp la in  the backward w orkers the reac tiona ry  m eaning o f race 
pre jud ice and its  menace to th e ir  own in te rests ana organ izations. 
The pre judices inculcated by c a p ita lis t in s titu tio n s  can and m ust 
be eradicated by union education. In  addition, the D e tro it  labo r 
movem ent should set up its  own in ves tig a ting  com m ittee and 
conduct its  own pub lic  hearing, where the t ru th  can be to ld  about 
the causes, in s tiga to rs  and beneficiaries o f the an ti-N e g ro  te rro r, 
and where plans to  p reven t new a ttacks can be mapped out.

Such im m ediate steps in  D e tro it m ust be extended on a na­
tio n a l scale. The unions can be content w ith  no th ing  less than 
the leadership o f the s trugg le  to  abolish J im  Crowism  and to 
secure fu l l  economic, p o litica l and social equa lity  fo r  the Negro 
people.

Such a p rogram  o f action would help restore  the shaken 
fa ith  o f the Negroes in the en tire  labo r movement. I t  would 
create unbreakable bonds o f u n ity  between w h ite  and colored 
w orkers. B y  estab lish ing the  s o lid a rity  o f the w o rk in g  class as 
a whole, i t  would c lear the w ay to smash the ca p ita lis t an ti- la bo r 
o ffens ive  a ll a long the line. B lack and w h ite , un ite  and f ig h t 
you r common enemies!
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The Kind of "Justice" Negroes Get
“ Th is cou rt makes no d is tinc 

tio n  o f color,”  declared D e tro it 
Judge John P. Scallon on June 
24, w h ile  im posing 90-day sent­
ences on five  w h ite  defendants 
arrested in  th e  an ti-N egro  r io ts  
B y  sentencing some w h ite  hood­
lum s to  ja i l  and ra is ing  a hue 
and c ry  about i t ,  Scallon appar­
en tly  sought to convey the im ­
pression th a t the D e tro it  au tho r­
it ie s  had acted and were acting  
w ith  im p a rtia l jus tice  tow ard 
both w h ite  and Negro. Behind 
th is  hyp ocritica l s tatem ent and 
action lies the desire to  hide and 
cover up the b ru ta l ro le  played by 
the D e tro it police d u rin g  those 
long hours o f violence against 
the N egro popu lation.

But the Negro people know as 
w e ll as does Judge Scallon tha t 
the so-called agencies o f justice, 
the police and courts, were a r­
rayed against the Negroes o f De­
t ro it  in  th e ir  hour o f need. They 
know tha t the police, upholders 
o f '“ ju s tice ”  and defenders o f pub­
lic  “ peace,”  stood on the side of 
the hoodlums and r io te rs ; tha t 
th e ir  guns and dubs were turned 
not against the w h ite  te rro r is ts  
but against the defenseless N e­
groes.

3400 people were arrested by 
the D e tro it police; 35 'U  were N e­
groes. 31 persons were shot dead; 
24 “ happened” , to be Negroes. O f 
the dead Negroes a t least 15, by 
admission o f the D e tro it  police, 
Were shot by the defenders o f 
“ law  and order.”  This, then, is 
Judge Scallon’s brand o f justice, 
adm in istered w ith  ou t “ d is tinc ­
tio n  o f co lor.”

L e t us exam ine th is  " ju s tic e ”  at 
w o rk  a b it  more closely. On June 
22, the day the r io t in g  reached 
its  he ight, the P ittsbu rgh  Courier 
reports , “ A t  a noon-day m eeting 
in  the Lucy Thurm an branch o f 
the Y W C A , Negro and c iv ic  lead­
ers com plained to  the m ayor, 
about the obvious p a r t ia l ity  
shown by  members o f the D e tro it 
police force, they  stated th a t the  
police are confin ing th e ir  a c tiv i­
ties to  shooting and clubb ing N e­
groes.

“ They said th a t H astings, St. 
A n to ine  and Brush streets are 
the  scenes o f police b ru ta lity , 
and th a t Negroes are being 
ro u g h ly  handled and warned to 
‘ge t o f f  the streets.’

“ They claimed th a t w h ites are 
pe rm itted  to roam a t w i l l  on 
W oodward Avenue, a boulevard 
ru n n in g  pa ra lle l to the a fo re­
m entioned streets, and the police 
don’t  stop them  fro m  congregat­
ing.

“ They say Negroes are no t 
pe rm itted  to  approach no r cross 
W oodward Avenue. . . th a t a ll bu t 
the Negro d is tr ic t has been prac­
t ic a lly  declared ‘o f f  lim its  fo r  
Negroes.’ ”

The same re p o rt cites an ex­
am ple o f police te rro r, the m a­
ch ine-gunning o f an apartm en t 
house in  the  Negro com m unity : 
“ A ccord ing to  in fo rm a tio n  I  have 
been able to ga ther, i t  seems 
th a t one colored occupant had 
fired  out o f one o f the windows.

“ Im m ed ia te ly , state troopers 
and m un ic ipa l po lice machine- 
gunned every w indow  in  the 
bu ild ing , k i l l in g  tw o  occupants 
im m ed ia te ly  and seriously wound­
in g  m ore than h a lf  a  dozen 
others. They then invaded the 
bu ild ing  and b rough t out every 
occupant.

“ U s ing  Gestapo methods, they 
forced the occupants 'to  stand on 
the  Brush S tree t sidewalk a- 
ga in s t the bu ild ing , w ith  hands

up, fo r  more than an hour, w h ile  
the police searched the bu ild ing . 
I t  is  said th a t the la w  enforce-1 
m ent officers numbered a t least 
200, and th a t m ore than 1,000 
shots and rounds o f te a r gas 
were fired in to  the bu ild in g .”

T h is  brand o f justice  is not con­
fined to D e tro it alone. D uring  
the  “ zoot su it r io ts ”  in Los A n ­
geles e a rlie r in  June, the police 
stood by laugh ing and jo k in g  
w h ile Negroes and Mexicans 
were assaulted hy  mobs o f sailors 
and c iv ilians. I t- is  the same kind 
o f police jus tice  which Council­
man Adam C layton Powell den­
ounced at a m eeting o f the New 
Yoidt Council last week when he 
charged tha t “ there have- been 
cases o f police b ru ta lity  toward 
Negroes in recent months and 
that com pla ints about them have 
been ignored o r the m atters 
‘whitewashed.’ ”  (N . Y. Times,
June 25).

A: J im  Crow a ttitud e  which ex­
plodes in mob violence is no t the 
exclusive p ro p e rty  o f the lowest 
dregs o f society. Race pre jud ice 
is ca re fu lly  nu rtu red  by the ru l­
in g  class and a ll its  state and 
cu ltu ra l agencies. The ca p ita lis t 
•class is as s trong  as the w orkers  
are disorganized and divided. The 
fos te ring  o f race antagonisms is 
one w ay o f d iv id ing  the w o rk in g  
class.

T h is the Negro in  m any cases 
does ho t see. B u t every day in  
the year he learns th a t the blood 
brothers o f the K u  K lu x  R ian  
rule ca p ita lis t society. E ve ry  
day in  the year he sees the  courts 
and the police adm in is te r a 
brand o f justice which v ic tim izes 
m inorities . He sees them  preach 
and practice a creed o f “ racism ”  
o f which lynch law  and mob v io ­
lence are inev itab le  conse­
quences. Is  i t  any wonder, then, 
th a t the N egro , seeing a ll the 
-forces o f so-called w h ite  jus tice  
a llied  w ith  the dregs o f society, 
begins to  be a ttrac ted  to the creed 
o f “ black na tiona lism ” ?

W ho can doubt th a t a t 'th is mo­
m ent a n ti-w h ite  sentim ent is 
c ry s ta lliz in g  in  the m inds o f m a­
ny Negroes? Louis M a rtin , ed i­
to r  o f the M ich igan Chronicle, 
said...this week, “ W e’d be tte r be 
fra n k  about th is . The race r io t  
and a ll th a t has gone before have 
made m y people more na tiona l­
is tic  and more chauv in is tic  and 
a n ti-w h ite  than they were before. 
Even those o f us who were h a lf ­
libe ra l -and were w ill in g  to believe 
in  the poss ib ilities  o f jm p ro v in g  
race re la tions have begun to 
doubt —  and worse, they have 
given up hope.”

F o r the Negro people to  take 
the blind road o f “ na tiona lism ”  
would be a tra g ic  erro r. Being 
in the m in o r ity v  th e ir  s trugg le

THE DETROIT MASSACRE

Police, Politicians And 
Press A ll Share In  Guilt

fo r  equa lity  requires the support 
o f th e ir  a lly , the W hite workers. 
W ith o u t the aid o f the organized 
labo r movement they cannot suc­
ceed in  w in n in g  th e ir  dem ocratic 
r ig h ts .

The w o rk ing  class m ust prove 
by its  actions tha t i t  stands on 
the side o f the Negro people a- 
ga inst th a t lawlessness which 
passes fo r  law  and order. The 
reasons are p la in . A  un ion-ha t­
in g  em ployer class w ill be qu ick 
to take  advantage o f any d iv i­
sions created w ith in  the w o rk ing  
class. To use Negro against 
w h ite  w o rke r is  .the classic dev­
ice o f the Am erican ru lin g  class. 
A great respons ib ility  rests today 
w ith  organized labor. Now is the 
tim e to prove to the Negro peo 
pie tha t they do not stand alone.

By P H IL IP  B L A K E

“ Freedom from  fe a r”  —  we’ve 
heard a lo t about th a t in recent 
months. The pictures in the pa­
pers showed tha t i t  was some­
th in g  ve ry  much absent in D e tro it 
last week.

On Tuesday, June 22, w h ile  
the an ti-N egro  r io t  was s t i l l  going 
on in D e tro it, there was a 
s trike  aboard the ship, “ C ity  of 
D e tro it ,”  by w h ite  members o f 
the deck and engine departm ents. 
The pickets weren’t  out longer 
than five m inutes before the 
Negro longshoremen walked out 
in sym pathy. Several tons of 
bu tte r and perishable cargo were 
on the D e tro it docks. The g rie ­
vance—concerning overtim e pay 
— was settled in a sho rt tim e  and 
the men went back to w ork. The 
fa c t th a t the longshoremen went 
on a sym pathy s tr ike  caused 
much favorable comment among 
the w h ite  workers. They had been 
given added proof o f the necessity 
fo r so lid a rity  between workers o f 
both races.

» » »

The o ffic ia l repo rt o f the De­
t r o i t  Police D epartm ent adm its 
th a t 15 o f the 24 .Negroes k illed  
were shot by the ¡police. None o f 
the wh ites who died were k illed  
by the police. The repo rt listed 
227 seriously in ju re d . O f these 
135 were whites, no t counting  the 
police and one soldier. O nly 7 of 
these, according to the police, 
were in ju re d  by o ther whites o r 
by unknown assa ilants; thus at 
m ost 7 w h ites were severely in ­
ju red  by the police. Here is how 
th e  police accounted fo r  the 73 
seriously in ju re d  Negroes: 36 
beaten by w h ites ; 11 shot by 
“ unknowns” ; one shot by an­
o ther N egro ; 4 wounded by s tray  
bu lle ts ; 4 wounded by police 
“ w h ile  loo ting  stores” ; 7 wound- 
e.d by  police “ who were a t­
tem pting  to enforce o rder” ; 6 
“ in ju re d  otherw ise hy police” ; and 
one “ accidentally wounded by 
police.”

.* *  *  *

I t  is  genera lly  agreed th a t a 
firm  stand by  the police could 
have checked the outbreaks a t 
the ve ry  beginning. In  those few  
cases where in d iv idua l police 
showed they m eant business, tire; 
hoodlums retrea ted. B u t apparent­
ly  the police d idn ’t  th in k  i t  would 
do any ha rm  to le t  a l i t t le  blood 
flow .

*  * *

One o f the w h ite  hoodlums was 
loud ly b ragg ing  th a t every lim e  
the police stopped him , they 
would w a lk  him  down a block 
and then te ll h im  to go home.

* * *

The m ayor, the  governor and 
the com m ander o f  the armed 
forces in  D e tro it a ll jo ined in 
p ra is in g  the press in  the he lp fu l 
and cooperative w ay in  which they 
handled the r io tin g . The t ru th  is 
th a t m any o f th e ir  stories were 
biased. The D e tro it News, fo r  ex­
ample, dism issed the charges 
against the K u  K lu x  K la n  by say­
in g : "A s  to  in s tig a tio n  by the 
K lan , we know  th a t N egro hood­
lum s were aggressors ju s t as often 
and qu ite  as e a rly  in  the proceed­
ings as th e ir  w h ite  counterparts .”  
That was the general line  followed 
by most o f the D e tro it papers—  
to  place equal respons ib ility  on

B lo od y  Lynch  A tta ck

Basic Issues Involved In 
The Kelly Postal Case

B y M . M o rr is o n

(Federated P ic tu re )

The above p ic tu re  shows a helpless N egro  dragged from  a car and beaten u n m e rc ifu lly  by a 
gang o f hoodlums bent on te rro r iz in g  the N egro people and s p lit t in g  the labor movement.

the w h ite  hoodlums and on the 
v ic tim s o f these hoodlums. A s fo r 
the murderous ro le played by the 
police, there was l i t t le  comment 
o f any k ind  on th is  question by 
the press.

*  *  *

No con flic ts  were reported in  
those neighborhoods inhabited by 
both Negro and white . The f ig h t­
in g  took place on ly  in areas fro m  
w hich Negro tenants are excluded 
o r in which they  are segregated. 
W h a t  a pow erfu l argum ent, 
against re s tr ic tive  housing and 
a ll o ther fo rm s o f segregation !

*  *  *

There were also no outbreaks 
o r con flic ts  w ith in  the factories 
o f D e tro it. The union o ffic ia ls  and 
stewards took special steps to  
prevent a n y ' provocative acts on 
the p a r t  o f th e ir  members. M any 
workers were heard to say tha t 
th is  was a te rr ib le  blow to the 
labor movement o f D e tro it. A  
number o f others expressed the 
opin ion tha t the union should 
have acted more pos itive ly  to ha lt 
the r io tin g .

*  * *

A t  F o r t  Custer, M ich igan, mem­
bers o f a N egro quarterm aste r 
ba tta lion  tr ie d  to secure arm s and 
trucks, bu t were arrested. The 
post commander explained, “ The 
men had become restless over the 
disturbances in D e tro it and 
wanted to  go to  assist th e ir  
fa m ilie s .”  He added th a t they 
were being held “ fo r  investiga ­
tio n .”  An hopest investiga tion  
should' disclose on ly  th a t these 
soldiers wanted to f ig h t fo r  
democracy.

W h ite  members o f the armed 
forces were also revo lted by the 
lynch assaults. In  some cases^they 
sent le tte rs  and pe titions  to De­
t r o it  expressing th e ir  ind igna tion . 
S ix ty  soldiers in Camp McCoy, 
W isconsin, sent a le tte r  to  the 
m ayor o f  D e tro it ask ing : “ O f 
w h a t use is i t  i f  we defeat, w o rld  
fascism , on ly  to  find  th a t w h ile  
we paid w ith  our lives fo r  demo­
cracy, the fasc is t ru le  o f the mob 
has been established a t ho« ie?”  

* *
W h ite  sailors are segregated 

fro m  Negro.es in  the N avy, bu t 
appa ren tly  the re  are qu ite  a 
num ber who refuse to  accept the 
“ w h ite  suprem acy”  ideas on which 
segregation is based. Three sailors 
defended a N egro fro m  ’a roving- 
hand o f w h ites  in  f ro n t  o f the 
C ity  H a ll, and when a w h ite  
hoodlum asked w h a t business i t  
was o f the irs , one o f the sailors 
answered: “ P le n ty ! There was a 
colored guy in  ou r o u tfit and he 
saved a couple o f lives. Besides, 
you guys are s t ir r in g  up some- 
(h ing  tha t we’re try in g  to stop.”  

* * *
In  the m idst o f the violence on 

June 21, the local N egro  weekly, 
M ich igan Chronicle, received the 
fo llo w in g  phone ca ll: “ W e had 
plenty troub le  today, and th is  is 
not the las t o f it .  T h is  is the 
K lan  ca lling , ju s t to  give you a 
w a rn ing  tha t we w ill d rive  every 
n igge r out o f D e tro it.”

*  *• *
There were m any evidences th a t 

the r io tin g  aga inst the Negroes 
did n o t lack o rgan iza tion . One 
physic ian  w a tch ing  fro m  the P ro -

W e Saw M urder O n  
The Streets O f  Detroit

fessional B ldg, to ld  the press: 
“ These w h ite  hoodlums had a car 
loaded w ith  bricks and iro n  bars, 
parked a t the curb, where they 
were go ing fo r  supplies. T he ir 
leaders could be seen d irec tin g  
them , p u llin g  Negroes fro m  cars 
and beating them  m erc iless ly .”

*  *  *

But federal, s tate and c ity  au­
tho ritie s  don’t appear to  be much 
in terested in de te rm in ing  w hat 
caused and 'who aggravated the 
D e tro it tragedy. *  Despite the 
evidence contained in  newspaper 
photographs and despite eye­
w itness accounts re p o rtin g  o r­
ganized leadership o f the hoodlum 
bands, John S. Bugas, head o f 
the F B I in D e tro it, pooh-poohed 
the whole business —  and, in ­
c iden ta lly , showed how uncon­
cerned he was about i t  —  by  say­
in g : “ Do you th in k  th a t 200 kids, 
hoys between the ages o f 14 and 
18, who stopped a street car, 
pulled o f f  Negroes and pummeled 
them, were ac ting  on orders? I 
don’ t.”

*  *  *

Despite a lo t  o f s trong  ta lk  on 
the p a r t  o f Governor H . F . K e lly  
and M ayo r J e ffr ie s  a t the  be­
g in n in g  o f the week, the y  had 
cooled down in a few  days. Said 
K e lly  on June 23: “ Now ou r job 
is to see th a t those who took p a rt 
in  the r io tin g  are punished and 
to  find ou t w ha t the causes were 
and who was responsible. E ve ry  
e f fo r t  w il l be made to b r in g  them 
to  the  ba r o f justice  so th a t such 
th in gs  w il l  never again happen in 
M ich igan.”  He then appointed a 
com m ittee to  re p o rt to  h im  on 
these questions.

*  *  *
The governor’s “ fa c t-fin d in g ”  

com m ittee was composed o f fou r 
men; two o f them  were the heads 
o f the c ity  and state police who 
had played such a c r im in a l ro le 
in  the r io t in g ; the  dther tw o were 
thé county prosecutor and the 
state a tto rney. I t  is not s u rp ris ­
in g  there fore  th a t the  com m ittee 
did no t recommend fu r th e r  in ­
vestigation.

*  *  *
The com m ittee rep o rt, issued 

on June 25, said: “ W e find  no 
evidence o f any p lan o r plans or 
any in sp ira tion  com ing fro m  
enemy in fluence o r any o ther o r­
ganized in fluence w hich b ro ug h t 
about the recent r io tin g . Because 
o f th is  conclusion by y o u r com­
m ittee  o r because o f the lack o f 
•in form ation as to  p lann ing  o r in ­
spired enemy in fluence i t  is  the 
consensus o f you r com m ittee th a t 
no grand ju ry  be called a t th is  
t im e .”  The governor im m edia te ly  
announced, tha t he would no t call 
fo r  a grand ju ry  investiga tion .

I doubt whether there is a 
s ingle in te llig e n t and honest 
law yer in the U n ited  States, 
no m a tte r how conservative, who 
would not be shocked by the deci­
sion o f the Supreme Court o f 
M innesota upho ld ing the convic­
tion o f K e lly  Postal. V ery  few 
law yers would openly condemn it, 
but very few  would p r iv a te ly  ap­
prove o f it .

; F o r i t  is a decision too crassly 
! stup id and reactionary to moot 
‘ the approval o f the in te llige n t, 
conservative law yer. I t  is a deci­
sion which too obviously shows 
the de term ination  o f the judges to 

j “ ge t”  Postal, regardless o f logic, 
decency, o r law.

! The decision is judge-made law  
a t its  ve ry  w orst. The sta tu te  
does no t say th a t the treasu re r 
o f a local union, fo llo w in g  in ­
structions o f his executive board 
and the m a jo r ity  o f th e  member­
ship to take the funds o f the lo ­
cal union when i t  d isa ffilia tes  
fro m  its  in te rna tiona l, is  g u ilty  
o f grand larcency or emblezzle- 
ment. I t  s im p ly  defines the crim e 
o f emblezzlement o r grand la r ­
cency as app ro p ria ting  funds of 
an o rgan iza tion  o r person fo r  
one’s own use o r fo r  the use o f 
someone else.

■Only vicious and cynical people 
could in te rp re t such a sta tu te  to 
apply to a man who believed tha t, 
as an o ffice r o f a local union, he 
was bound to fo llow  the in ­
s tructions o f the local union 
w ith  reference to its  funds.

| I  do no t knov,' w hether Postal 
o r the Executive Board o f 544 
asked the advice o f a tto rneys be­
fo re  ta k in g  the funds o f the local 
union w ith  them  when they w ith ­
draw' fro m  the A F L  and jo ined 
the CIO. I  presume i t  never oc­
curred to any o f them  th a t there 
could possib ly be an y th ing  w rong  
w ith  ta k in g  money fo r  the  local 
th a t belonged to  the local. Had 
they consulted any a tto rneys, I  
doubt w hether i t  w'ould have oc­
curred to  any a tto rn ey  to  suggest 
the p o ss ib ility  o f a c r im in a l p ro ­
secution.

S V *
A s everyone knows, the re  have 

been m a n '' f ra rv u i- '-  the h is­
to ry  o f the A m erican  labor move­
m ent. Judges have rendered the 
rawest decisions im aginab le  a- 
ga inst trade  un ion m ilita n ts  and 
revo lu tionary ' w orkers. The tw o 
m ost fam ous fram eups are the 
Tom M ooney and the Sacco-Van- 
ze tti cases. I t  is  m y opin ion tha t 
the decision in the Postal case is 
worse than any o f the decisions 
made by any o f the judges in ­
volved e ither in the Mooney o r the 
Sacco-Vanzetti cases.

F o r the reason th a t in  the Pos­
ta l case the judges were no t c a ll­
ed upon to decide fac ts  bu t to 
in te rp re t a law .

In  the Mooney and Sacco-Van­
z e tti cases the judges had th is  ex­
cuse: t h a t " a ju ry  had rendered 
its  ve rd ic t a f te r  lis te n in g  to  a ll 
o f the evidence. The judges took 
the a ttitu d e  th a t i t  was no t up 
to them  to reverse the  ve rd ic t o f 
a ju ry  th a t had an op po rtu n ity  to 
lis ten  to  and observe a ll the w it ­
nesses. The fram eup was p r i ­
m a rily  due to  the  prosecutors who 
obtained the  ve rd ic t by pe rju red 
testim ony. The judges s im p ly  
shut th e ir  eyes to  th a t fa c t and 
took w ha t m ig h t be deemed by 
in te llig e n t law yers a techn ica lly  
correct lega l position.

In  the Posta l case the m ain 
facts are ¡not d isputed. He was 
T reasu rer o f Local 544. W hen 
Tobin threatened to  appo in t a 
receiver fo r  the Local, the E xe ­
cutive  Board ins tructed  Postal 
not to bank the  m oney o f the L o ­
cal in  the  re g u la r Local •account,

fe a rin g  th a t Tob in  would get hold 
o f the money. K e lly  Posta l fo l­
lowed ins tructions. The Local, by 
a m a jo r ity  vote, decided to  w ith ­
draw  fro m  T ob in ’s In te rn a tio n a l 
and jo in  the CIO. K e lly  Postal 
abided by the ins tructions.

These are the essential and 
undisputed facts.

Judge Lev i H a ll, before whom  
the f irs t  in d ic tm en t was tried , in - 
s tiuc ted  the  ju ry  on these fac ts  
th a t they m ust find  Postal n o t 
g u ilty .

The prosecution then found a 
judge w ill in g  to t r y  a second in ­
d ic tm ent based on the same facts  
bu t in vo lv ing  a d iffe re n t sum o f 
money. T h is  judge instructed 
the ju ry  th a t under the  facts 
the y  could, i f  they wanted to , find 
Postal g u ilty  o f grand larcency. 
The ju ro rs  hostile  to  Local 544 as 
they m ust have been, found  P-os- 
ta l g u ilty .

*  *  *

The m ain question on appeal 
W'as whether, on the  undisputed 
fac ts  which Judge L e v i H a ll 
deemed to  be in su ffic ie n t fo r  a 
ve rd ic t o f g u ilty ,  the  judge be­
fo re  whom  the  second in d ic tm e n t 
was be ing tr ie d  should have p e r­
m itted  the  case to  go to  th e  ju ry . 
In  o ther words, d id  the  essentia l 
and undisputed fac ts  constitu te , 
in law , a case o f la rceny o r cm-' 
bezzlement ?

The Supreme C ourt made the 
shocking and vic ious decision 
th a t Posta l was g u ilty  o f grand 
larceny. E ssen tia lly , the ques­
tio n  o f P osta l’s g u ilt  is  a lega l 
question, and the Supreme C ourt 
o f M innesota shares the dubious 
honor w ith  the prosecution o f 
sending to  ja i l  a m an who they 
know  is innocent.

* * *

In  w r it in g  the opin ion the 
judges were obviously aware of 
the te rr ib le  crim e they were com­
m itt in g , fo r  they a ttem p t to cover 
■it up by s ta tin g  th a t the  ju ry  
found from  the evidence - th a t 
there was bad fa ith  on the pa rt 
o f the defendant. The alleged 
bad fa ith  consisted m a in ly  in  the 

.fa c t th a t a m onth  before the ac­
tua l w ith d ra w a l o f the  Local, 
K e lly  Posta l, on ins tructions 

f l ip  E xecu tive  Board, to ld  
his secre tary no t to bank the 
cash receipts in  the re g u la r ac­
count o f the Local arid instead 
went th rou gh  the fo rm a lity  o f 
m aking a loan o f the  cash to  an­
o ther local un ion. Posta l stated 
openly th a t th is  was done to  p rev­
ent Tobin fro m  g e ttin g  hold o f the 
money, and the judges dare to  
label th is  fa c t su ffic ie n t evidence 
o f bad fa ith  to  go to  the  ju ry . 
W ha t m onstrous hypocrisy !

I  do no t know  w h a t caused the 
ju ry  to  knuckle  under to  the ev i­
dent desire o f the . t r ia l  judge to  
have them  find Postal g u ilty .  I t  
takes an exceptional m an in  a  
ju r y  to  w iths tand  the pressure o f 
a judge. T h is  ju ry  d id  n o t con­
ta in  th is  exceptional person. I t  
consisted o f persons o f average 
m iddle-class m e n ta lity  w ith o u t a 
spark o f  rebellious, honesty in  
then. Such persons in such a 
case accept the plea o f the  prose­
cu to r and are decisively in f lu ­
enced by the  a ttitu d e  o f the t r ia l  
judge.

B u t I  do know  w h a t in f lu ­
enced the Supreme C ourt judges 
in  th e ir  , opinion. —  a vic ious 
hatred o f eve ry th in g  and every­
body connected w ith  Local 544, 
representing  honest and m il ita n t  
trade unionism .

K e lly  Postal —  a th ie f and em ­
bezzler? You are lia rs , Messrs, 
prosecutor and judges. He is a 
class-conscious m ilita n t w orker 
who w ill never cringe before the 
hypocrites and lia rs  on the 
judges’ bench.

W ith  ne ithe r state, c ity  o r fe d ­
era l au tho rities  w a n tin g  to  see an 
investiga tion , j t  was n a tu ra l th a t 
a reactionary  lik e  Representative 
Dies should step fo rw a rd  and 
announce th a t h is com m ittee wall 
“ investiga te .”  Dies th in ks  the 
troub le  is th a t the N egro people 
are be ing “ coddled”  too much. 
I t  is  easy to  im agine w hat he 
w i l l  “ discover.”

*  * *
I f  the w orkers o f D e tro it w ant 

an honest inves tiga tion  o f the 
causes o f the r io tin g , i t  looks as 
though they’l l  have to organize i t  
themselves th rough  th e ir  own la ­
bor organizations.

By D a v id  Ransom

B y  Two W hite  
Eyewitnesses

D E T R O IT  —  The undersigned 
we re w itnesses on M onday o f 
ce rta in  events a t the he ig h t o f the 
assaults on the  N egro people.

W oodward Ave. fro m  V e rn o rto  
W atson was com ple te ly dom in­
ated by organized “ w h ite  hun­
dreds”  mobs. The w h ite  hood­
lum s were constantly  rush ing  one 
block east tow ard  John R, in a t­
tem pts to  penetra te the heav ily - 
populated Negro d is tr ic t  beyond 
th a t street. W hen the y  pene-1 
tra te d  the N egro  d is tr ic t, the N e­
groes drove them  back west o f 
•John R.

Then the police who had le t 
the w h ite  mob th rough  finished 
the job fo r  the mob by machine- 
gunn ing  the Negro defenders. In 
order to show th e ir  “ im p a rt ia l­
i t y , ”  the cops gave the w h ite  
mob the same dose —  except w ith  
tear gas fired h igh  like  Skyrock­
ets and com ple te ly harm less. Th is 
“ eq ua lity ”  trea tm en t went on 
continuously.

A f te r  the re trea t o f the w h ite  
crowd west o f John R everybody 
laughed —  and the cops jo ined 
in the exu ltan t fra te rn iz a tio n . 
W hen the  hoodlums prepared

fo r  a new a ttack, m any hurled 
bricks under the fr ie n d ly  w a tch­
fu l eyes o f the cops. M any open- ■ 
ly  carried knives —  also under- 
the eyes o f the cops.

A t  around i> P. M . the w h ite  
mob surged fo rw a rd  and was 
again driven  back. Then the c ity  ■ 
police and sta te  troopers w ent to  , 
town. W ith  m achine guns, p is to ls  
and r if le s  they fired hundreds o f 
shots in to  the N egro ranks even 
w h ile  the  hoodlums were s t i l l  
h u rlin g  bricks a t the Negroes.

On the com er o f John R  and, 
M ontca lm  the w h ites  suddenly 
surrounded a N egro ap a rtm en t 

| house and began h u r lin g  bricks 
th rou gh  the w indows. F rom  the 
house came, a shot in  an a ttem p t 
to  drive  o f f  the mob.

The police who were shooting 
a t Negroes elsewhere, turned a ll 
th e ir  .fire in to  the bu ild ing . They 
shot to  k i l l ,  and hundreds o f b u l­
le ts  and rounds o f te a r gas were 
poured in to  the bu ild ing . The 
Negroes were f in a lly  d riven  out 
—  th a t is, those who weren’t  
k ille d  o r wounded —  and lined  up 
against the w a ll.

L a te r the cops hu rried  them 
, away in cars w h ile  the crowd 
. cheered its  un iform ed brothers.
I Then o f course the police drove 
. the wh ites back —  w ith  tea r gas 
1 fired h igh  in  the a ir.

c
B y  a Negro \
Observer

C

D E T R IO T  Regardless o f * 
published reports  to the con tra ry , ‘ 
I know the “ Paradise V a lle y ”  r io t  * 
began as a defensive one. A t  _ 
1 :40 A . M. M onday I  was stand- ‘ 
ing  among a group o f o rderly  
people at the corner o f St. A n - . 
to ine and Adams. There was no 
violence o f any k ind on th a t cor- j 
ner at th a t tim e  a lthough we 
heard rum ors o f b raw ls on Belle 
Isle.

Suddenly po lice in  several . 
squad cars drove up and w ith o u t 
w a rn in g  began th ro w in g  te a r gas 
bombs and shooting a t men and 
women as they began to  run.

A t  8:30 A .M . I  saw police drive  
up to the corner o f H astings and 
F arnsw orth  and fire  in d isc rim in ­
ate ly in  a ll d irections.

A t  8:30 P.M . I  heard state 
troopers curs ing  colored women 
a t O akland and Owen. W hen the 
nam e-ca lling was re turned by  the 

I crowd, the troopers fired repeat­
ed ly  a t po in t-b lank  range. Two 

, were k ille d  and m any m ore lives 
5 endangered. These are n o t “ ru m ­

ors.”  They are facts.
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fortress of the 

world proletariat, against 

all assaults of world im ­
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 

most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the  governm ent, b u t unde r c o n tro l 
o f the trade  un ions. Special o ffice rs* 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the  gov­
ernm ent b u t c o n tro lle d  by the trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2. T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fte d  in to  the  arm y.

S. F u ll e qu a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the arm ed 
forces and the  w ar in dus trie s— Down 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everywhere.

4 . C onfiscation o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p ria tio n  o f a ll w ar in dus trie s  and th e ir 
ope ra tion  unde r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5. A  ris in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7 . A n  Independent Labo r P arty based on 
the  Trade U nions.

8 . A  W orkers ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

9 . The defense o f the Soviet U n ion  
against im p e ria lis t a ttack.

Railroad Workers 
And The Mine Case

Every muddle-headed liberal, every hypocritical 
labor faker, every Stalinist fink has advised the 
miners that they would have received consideration 
for their demands if  they had only docilely laid 
their case before the War Labor Board and peace­
fu lly  continued to mine coal. The Murrays and 
Greens, not so good at winning wage increases for 
their own members, know exactly how the miners 
could have won.

The experience of the railroad workers proves 
that this advice is not worth a continental. Fifteen 
railroad unions, representing approximately 750,- 
000 workers, have been negotiating for a 20% 
wage increase since February, 1943. The railroad 
corporations are bloated with profits. Class I roads 
had a net operating income of one billion 480 
million dollars after all taxes in 1942. They paid 
o ff over 428 million dollars in debts to the banks 
and the bond holders. They are making more 
money in 1943. They are more than able to con­
tinue paying out huge dividends to their stockhold­
ers and lush salaries to their executives and still 
grant a sizable wage increase to their overworked 
and underpaid workers.

Unlike Lewis,, the officials of the 13 railroad 
unions did not fight the government. They did not 
challenge the authority of the Rail Labor Board. 
They did not call their workers out on strike. 
They placed their faith in the government. These 
union officials have been trudging hat in hand, 
for six months, from government board to board, 
presenting statistical data, pleading for considera­
tion for the railroad workers.

W ith what results? Vinson, Director of Economic 
Stabilization, ha% set aside the paltry eight cent in­
crease granted by even the Rail Labor Board. The 
railroad workers have received nothing. The Rail­
road union officials have been so polite and quiet 
about the whole thing that most people are not 
even aware of the raw deal that the railroad work­
ers are getting.

Isn’t it obvious that if  instead of isolating and 
knifing the mine workers the railroad union offi­
cials had joined with the miners in fighting Roose­
ve lt’s wage freeze policy, i f  instead of cooperating 
with Roosevelt against the miners they cooperated 
with the miners against Roosevelt, then not only 
the miners but the railroad workers would be fu r­
ther ahead today?

Unity of labor in action against Roosevelt’s 
wage freeze— that is the task of the hour for the 
miners, for the railroad workers, for all o f Amer­
ican labor.

The Slave-Labor And 
Anti-Poll Tax Bill

On June 24 Senator McFarland, chairman of 
the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee in charge of 
the anti-poll-tax b ill already passed by the House, 
announced that action on the b ill would be post­
poned until after The summer congressional recess 
because the subcommittee members were too busy 
to consider it at this time.

The very next day the Senate set a new record 
for speed. A t 3:13 P. M. Roosevelt vetoed the 
Smith-Connally b ill on the ground that two of its 
provisions were not sufficiently effective anti-strike 
measures. By 5:28 P. M. both Houses had acted 
and voted the b ill into law.

There is a direef connection between the turtle­
like behavior of Congress on the first issue and 
the greascd-lightning speed with which it acted on 
the second.

The first issue affects the right to vote of ten 
million Southern industrial and agricultural work­
ers. It has the support of the whole labor move­
ment. It is a measure in the interest of all the 
masses.

The second b ill attempts to destroy the demo­
cratic right to strike. It is opposed by the whole 
trade union movement. It is a measure in the in­
terest of the capitalist class exclusively.

The representatives of Big Business in Congress 
stall action on the anti-poll tax b ill in order to 
make it easier to pass legislation like the anti­
strike bill. Delay on the anti-poll tax b ill helps 
the poll taxers, who hope to k ill the b ill in the 
same way they did last year — by postponing ac­
tion as long as possible and then conducting or 
threatening to conduct a filibuster against it. Main­
tenance o f the poll tax means the continued elec­
tion to Congress of a sizeable group from districts 
where the masses cannot vote and therefore cannot 
exert much pressure.

W ithout the poll tax bloc, it would not have 
been so easy to put over similar reactionary meas­
ures aimed against the whole working class in the 
future.

The attitude of Congress toward these two bills 
is an argument not only for the speedy creation 
of an Independent Labor Party based on the trade 
unions, but also for an intensified drive by the 
labor movement to abolish the poll tax system 
which threatens the welfare of the workers in all 
parts of the country.

Only One Line 
Is Being Held

It is now plain as a pikestaff that the only part 
of the government's “ anti-inflation”  program that 
is being carried out in practice is the drive to keep 
wages down. The objective effect is not to prevent 
inflation at all, but to impose the burden of the 
war on the masses.

What has happened to the promise to curb 
profits?

Corporate profits after fax payments, which 
reached their highest point in the nation’s history 
in 1941 and 1942, were 18% higher during the first 
quarter of 1943 than in the same period last year, 
according'to the Department of Commerce survey. 
Operating earnings of insured commercial banks 
increased in 1942 to the highest figure on record, 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpofation an­
nounced last week.

What has happened to the promise to stop price 
rises?

Prices arc rising sky high, as any housewife can 
testify, and as even the conservative figures of the 
government show. The Department of Labor ad­
mits that on May 15 o f this year prices (liv ing 
costs) were over 24% above those of January, 1941. 
These figures of course do not take into considera­
tion the fact that workers have to pay far higher 
prices than are shown in the official price ceiling 
lists.

OPA Administrator Prentiss Brown, speaking 
before a congressional committee two weeks ago, 
asserted that without subsidies it  would be “ im­
possible” for the government to put through the 
meager roll-back program which it promised when 
the miners began their fight for increased wages. 
Taking him at his word, the agents of Big Business 
in both Houses of Congress have now ruled out 
the subsidy program sought by the administration. 
This not only ends the fiction of rolling back 
prices but foreshadows a drive for higher prices 
in the immediate period ahead.

The only place where President Roosevelt’s 
“ line”  is being held "is on the wage front — and- 
there, as is shown by the War Labor Board's mine 
wage decision and Economic Stabilizer Vinson’s 
railroad wage decision, it is being held with all the 
tenacity and ferocity at the command of the capi­
talist class.

The program of Big Business, put into operation 
through its control of industry and its domination 
over Lite government, has been bared in all its 
nakedness: the highest profits of all time for the 
employers: the freezing of wages for the workers, 
and the reduction of their liv ing standards through 
price rises and increased taxes.

The labor movement can counteract this pro­
gram only by rejecting outright the “ L ittle  Steel 
formula,”  only by withdrawing its’ representatives 
from the WI..B. only by asserting the economic and 
political independence of the labor movement in 
its fight to maintain the rights of American labor 
and a standard of liv ing that w ill permit the 
working man to live in decency and health.

It Is Time to Build An Independent 
Labor Party

No-Strike Bill Climax 
In Anti-Labor Drive

ç Continued from page 1)

H is own substitu te  “ w ork  or 
f ig h t ”  p rogram , th rough which he 
proposes to pu t a ll w orkers be­
tween the ages o f 18 and 65 under 
the d ra ft  law , is ju s t as vicious, 
us t as reactionary, ju s t as hostile  

to labor, ju s t as to ta lita r ia n  as 
the s lave-labor law.

The coal controversy has made 
i t  abundantly  c lear th a t under the 
pressure o f B ig  Business Roose­
v e lt has been forced to  push w ith  
g rea te r fu ry  and fe ro c ity  hjs 
hunger „p rogram . Roosevelt no 
longer has the lee-way to tem por­
ize ve ry  much w ith  the labor 
movement o r g ra n t i t  even m inor 
concessions. The w a r is costing 
b illions  every -week and p ilin g  up 
an unprecedented burden o f debt. 
U nder cap ita lism  i t  is the masses 
o f the people who m ust bear the 
b ru n t o f the load. Roosevelt as 
agent and s p o k e s m a n  o f 
the whole c a p ita lis t class m ust 
now proceed, w ith  no fu r th e r  de­
lay, to drive  down the wage 
standards o f the w o rk in g  class 
and to  silence ev.ery voice th a t 
protests.

A  P Y R R H IC  V IC T O R Y

Roosevelt has held the line  
aga inst the U n ited  M ine W orkers. 
The m iners are re tu rn in g  to  w o rk  
w ith o u t having won any o f th e ir  
basic demands. A nd y e t appar­
e n tly  the fe e lin g  persists in  the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  th a t the 
v ic to ry  was a p y rrh ic  one. The 
W ar Labor Board is s t i l l  denounc­
in g  the m iners’ union and s t i l l  
dem anding th a t Roosevelt force 
the U M W  to  sign th e ir  “ yellow  
dog”  con tract fo r  tw o  years. Sug­
gestions are made th a t the check­
o f f  o f union dues be abolished 
o r th a t the U M W  treasu ry  be 
seized, i f  Lew is and the  union 
po licy com m ittee re fuse to  accept 
the W LB  contract.

Have they determ ined in W ash­
ing ton  th a t they w il l  no t res t con­
te n t u n t il they have succeeded in  
w reck ing  the m iners ’ union ? Is n ’t  
i t  enough th a t they forced the 
m iners back to w o rk  w ith o u t 
g ra n tin g  them  any s ig n if ic a n t 
concessions ?

No, Roosevelt feels th a t i t  is 
no t enough. Roosevelt feels th a t 
in sp ite  o f eve ry th in g  he has 
come out o f the f ig h t  second best. 
Roosevelt was the f i r s t  leader o f 
A m erican labo r on M arch 10,

Enactment of Bill 
Elates Wall Street

B ig  Business was pleased as 
punch by the enactm ent o f the 
Sm ith-C onna lly  s lave-labor b ill 
on-June 25. The prices o f stocks 
on the New Y o rk  Stock E x ­
change rose the nex t m orn ing 
to “ the h ighest levels in  three 
years,”  according to  the N . Y. 
Tim es o f June 27, w h ile  “ vo l­
ume on the New Y o rk  Curb 
Exchange was also unusually 
heavy fo r  a Saturday. . . and 
prices genera lly were h igher.”  
A ll observers a ttr ib u te d  these 
signs o f confidence and ju b ila ­
tio n  in W a ll S tree t to  the adop­
tion  o f the a n ti-s tr ik e  b ill.

when the coal negotia tions f ir s t  
s tarted . Today h a lf  a m illio n  
m iners are b itte r  towards him , 
and th is  fee ling  is spreading to 
m illions  o f o ther workers.' Roose­
v e lt sought to w reck Lew is as a 
labor leader. Lew is has emerged 
as the na tiona l trade union lead­
er possessing the greatest m ora l 
a u th o r ity  among the workers.

The coal' controversy and its  
sequel in  the passage o f the slave- 
labor law , ra th e r than s tre n g th ­
ening the a u th o rity  o f the gov­
ernm ent has weakened i t ;  ra the r 
than increasing Roosevelt’s hol<] 
over the labor movement, has 
lessened it .  The three coal s trikes 
have upset Roosevelt’s ex is ting  
coa lition  w ith  the labor movement 
and have ushered in  a new period 
o f dynam ic labor e f fo r t  and ac­
t iv ity .

T H E  LA B O R  ZO M B IE S

Roosevelt possesses pow erfu l 
a llies inside the trade union move­
m ent who are scheming and w o rk ­
in g  to  keep labor subservient to 
Roosevelt. The top bureaucrats o f 
the A F L  and C IO , the M urrays  
and Greens, are p lann ing  to keep 
labor hog-tied to the w a r mach­
ine, bound in  the chains o f the 
no -s trike  pledge and in e ffe c tiv e  
by continued support and backing 
o f the c a p ita lis t Dem ocratic and 
Republican Parties. M u rra y  and 
Green bared th e ir  cow ard ly  souls 
in th e ir  la s t le tte r  to  Roosevelt 
a f te r  the S m ith-C onna lly  b ill be-

came law . They reached a new 
low  in g ro ve llin g , in  toadyism , in 
treachery.

“ Despite our d isappointm ent 
over the action today by Con­
gress,”  M u rra y  w ro te  Roosevelt, 

.“ I hasten to assure you th a t our 
organ izations \y il l m a in ta in  th e ir  
no -s trike  pledge.”  M u rra y ' knows 
ju s t  w hat the fiv e  m illio n  mem­
bers o f the CIO w il l  do before he 
has even bothered to  ask them.

Green in fo rm ed Roosevelt in 
his le tte r  th a t the A F L  and its  
constituen t organ izations “ stand 
com m itted to our no -s trike  pledge 
fo r  the du ra tion  o f the w a r.”

The M urra ys  and Greens are 
determ ined, come w ha t may, to 
hang on to the coa t-ta ils  o f the 
Roosevelt adm in is tra tion . They 
are scared out o f th e ir  w its  by 
the independence and m ilitancy  
displayed by the ran k  and f i le  o f 
thé unions and are ho ld ing on to 
Roosevelt fo r  dear life  to pro tect 
them from  th e ir  own membership. 
B u t fo rtu n a te ly , the M urrays  and 
Greens are no t a ll there is to the 
labor movement. Besides the 
treacherous bureaucrats, there 
are approx im ate ly  13 m illio n  men 
and women in the ranks o f o r­
ganized labor.

A  C H A N G IN G  S IT U A T IO N

These w orkers supported Roose­
v e lt on ly so long as they believed 
th a t he was “ labo r’s fr ie n d ”  and 
was he lp ing them im prove th e ir  
lo t  and suppo rting  th e ir  asp ira ­
tions fo r  a be tte r life . Now  th e ir  
illus ions are beg inn ing to  fade 
away. They are a lready beginning 
to res is t the encroachment o f the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  upon 
th e ir  r ig h ts . They are a lready 
beginn ing to f ig h t  the Roosevelt 
program  to  drive  th e ir  wage stan­
dards down to  coolie levels. They 
w il l  continue th is  f ig h t  reg a rd ­
less o f and despite the M urrays  
and Greens.

Several weeks ago, Green w rote 
to  Roosevelt th a t “ The w orkers  
o f th is  coun try  would never be­
come reconciled to th is  leg is la ­
tion  (S m ith -C onna lly  b i l l) .  They 
would p ro tes t i t  and rebel against 
i t  in the event i t  would become 
the law  o f the land.”

F o r Green th is  was on ly an 
em pty th rea t. B u t the w orkers 
meant it .  They are no t going to  
become reconciled to th is  law. 
They are go ing to rebel against 
it .

Michigan CIO Strongly 
Condemns Lynch Attack

(Continued from page 1)

tho roughgo ing investiga tion  o f 
the c ity  au tho rities  fo r  the hand l­
in g  o f the c r it ic a l s itua tion  in 
D e tro it. B u t the S ta lin is ts  in ­
sisted on p lac ing the blame fo r  
the r io ts  on H it le r  and M us­
so lin i. The reactionaries seized 
upon th is  op p o rtu n ity  to  t r y  to 
place respons ib ility  fo r  the De­
t r o i t  clashes on the Japanese as 
w e ll as on a ll aliens resid ing in  
th is  country.

These tw o  force« combined and 
voted down the o r ig in a l reso lu­
tion . When the delegates realized 
w hat had happened, they im ­
m ediate ly asked the Resolutions 
Com m ittee to b rin g  back another 
reso lu tion on th is  subject em­
bodying the real wishes o f the 
ranks. T h is  reso lution w ill un­
doubtedly be subm itted a t tom or­
row 's session.
T O W N S E N D  E X P L A IN S

The fee lings o f the delegates 
were c learly  expressed in  th e ir  
thunderous ovation to the speech 
o f W illa rd  S. Townsend, member 
o f the na tiona l executive board o f 
the CIO  and president o f the 
U n ited  T ransp o rt Service E m ­
ployes U n ion (Red Caps), who 
minced no words in exposing the 
real causes o f the events o f the 
la s t week:

. "D o n ’t  make the m istake o f 
be liev ing these rac ia l outbreaks

Archbishop Gives 
A Fair Appraisal 
Of Stalinist' Party

D uring  an in te rv ie w  in Costa 
Rica last week. A rchbishop 
Sanabria denied tha t the re  was 
any t ru th  in  the report tha t 
Catholics could jo in  the Com­
m un is t P a rty  o f th a t country. 
Said the Archbishop rn a sper- 
sonally prepared statem ent 
prin ted  in  the June 26 issue of 
Catholic News, o ffic ia l organ o f 
the Archdiocese o f New Y o rk :

“ The Com m unist P a rty  was 
dissolved on June 13. A  new 
pa rty , Vanguard ia  Popular, 
was created w ith  its  own p ro ­
gram . The la tte r  was subm it­
ted fo r  study by the H ierarchy 
o f Costa Rica, which found i t  
to contain no th ing  Com m unist 
no r Socialist. I t  is  tolerated 
th a t a C atholic jo in  the new 
p a rty  on the same ground as 
o ther pa rties.”

are isolated incidents in our na­
tion a l com m unity o r th a t they are 
a ll insp ired from  B erlin , Rome 
and T ok io ,”  he said. “ I t ’s the 
very same forces tha t are fom en t­
ing  rac ia l s tr ife  tha t no more 
than three days ago pushed 
th rough  Congress a s lave-labor 
b i l l over the President’s veto. N o t 
on ly are these forces fom enting 
rac ia l s tr ife  bu t labor and na­
t io n a lity  s tr ife  as we ll. They are 
the very same forces tha t are 
f ig h tin g  against e ffec tive  price- 
contro l, an ti-p o ll ta x  leg is la tion, 
an ti-lynch  leg is la tion , e ffec tive  
social security  leg is la tion  and 
eve ry th in ^  tha t is decent and 
human in our A m erican way o f 
life .

“ W hile  many were r io t in g  in 
D e tro it, the reactionary  Congress 
was passing laws to enslave no t 
on ly Negroes bu t a ll workers. 
The S m ith-C onna lly  B i l l  was 
passed no t against Negroes but 
against the w o rk in g  people o f 
th is  country. Prices are being 
pushed higher. N o t on ly  Negroes 
bu t a ll the people w il l  s u ffe r as 
a consequence. A ll m ust jo in  to 
k i l l  reaction in Am erica.

“ A x is  propoganda? Bosh! This 
com bination o f hate mongers is

homemade. . . T h is  com bination 
o f hate m ongers was doing a 
th r iv in g  business long before the 
cow ard ly M usso lin i marched on 
Rome o r before Schickelgruber 
planned his beer ha ll putsch.”

T H E  B A S IC  CAU SE

Townsend’s eva luation did not 
end here.

“ The basic causes fo r  these 
rac ia l incidents are found a t the 
very  roots o f our social and eco­
nomic system. A  system which 
promotes discord among races, 
classes, and n a tio n a lity  groups 
as insurance against its  own 
destruction. A system which by 
its  very na ture cannot e ffec tive ly  
c h a l l e n g e  slavery, insecurity , 
class and race antagonism . D ivide 
the common people and ru le  has 
been the economic keystone o f 
those who con tro l the economic 
destiny o f Am erica. . .

“ The Negro is a scapegoat in 
Am erica  because certa in  people 
can p ro fit by his suppression. 
Race an tip a th y  w ill die when 
nobody can p ro fit  by i t . ”

(A  complete rep o rt on the 
M ich igan CIO convention w ill be 
prin ted in next week’s issue o f 
The M ilita n t.)

Boston SWP Explains How To 
Combat Lies In Davies’ Film

BOSTON, June 25. —  The Bos­
ton prem iere o f the Davies w h ite ­
wash f ilm , “ M ission To Moscow,”  
scheduled fo r  one o f the la rgest 
theatres in th is  c ity , has been 
postponed fo r  one week and w il l  
be shown a t a sm alle r theatre . 
Th is is the upshot o f a con trover­
sy around the f i lm  which began 
w ith  a reso lu tion passed by the 
Boston C ity  Council, in fluenced 
by the H ears t press, the Catholic 
h ie ra rchy  and o the r reactionary  
an ti-S ov ie t propagandists, ask ing 
the m ayor to  ban the f ilm .

The proposed suppression o f 
the f i lm  w as,protested by the lo ­
cal CIO cbuncils who advanced 
the S ta lin is t-insp ired  argum ent 
th a t “ i t  would harm  the re la tions 
between tw o  freedom -lov ing peo­
ples.”

The Boston Branch o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  came out 
s tro n g ly  against the  proposed 
ban. The statem ent issued to  the 
local press declares:

“W e Trotskyists who are the

object o f the slanders and lies 
in  ‘M ission To Moscow’ believe 
tru th  would be be tte r served by 
exposing the h is to rica l fa ls ity  o f 
the f i lm  than by banning it .

“ The In te rn a tio n a l Commission 
headed by John Dewey proved the 
Moscow tr ia ls  o f 1936-38 to  be 
fram eups and published several 
volumes o f conclusive evidence 
and testim ony. . .

“ Th is f ilm , produced w ith  the 
ta c it approval o f the S tate De­
partm ent, whitewashes S ta lin ’s 
record in  the past decade. . . The 
security  o f the Soviet Union de­
pends upon the establishm ent of 
a Socia list U n ited States o f E u ­
rope. By fos te rin g  the illus ion  
tha t S ta lin ’s crimes are iden­
tica l w ith  soc ia lis t justice, th is  
f ilm  w ill confuse and alienate 
those very labor and po litica l 
groups which m ust be won to 
th is  program  i f  the Soviet Union 
and the Bolshevik ideas o f Lenin 
are to  surv ive .”

War Writers Board Hits 
‘Mission To Moscow’

The Davies whitew ash f ilm , “ M ission To Moscow,”  
is boom eranging on its  insp ire rs , sponsors and p ro ­
ducers. The G PU lies and fram epps are too much to 
ram  down the th roa ts  o f the A m erican public, de­
spite the Hollyw ood sauce and the “ u n o ffic ia l”  bless­
in g  o f the S ta te  D epartm ent.

Am ong the la tes t to  denounce the f i lm  is the W rite rs  
W ar Board, representing  more than 2,000 fea tu re  
w rite rs  fo r  newspapers and periodicals. T h is  board, 
which issues reports  on w a r movies, la s t week aw ard­
ed “ three duds”  to  the W arne r B ro thers  screen ju s t i­
fica tion  o f the Moscow fram eups. The board fu r th e r  
found th a t Hollyw ood has tr ie d  to  “ fa ls i fy  fa c ts ”  fo r  
the sake o f appeasing S ta lin  and goes on to  add:

“ E ve ry  movement fo r  appeasement is based on the 
idea th a t an u n tru th  or a d is to rtio n  is excusable i f  i t  
serves a g rea te r good. We cannot subscribe to  such 
a doctrine, however desirable the im m ediate e ffec t.”  
(N . Y. T imes, June 26.)

The re p o rt bears the names o f Rex S tout, ch a irm a n ; 
F ra n k lin  P. Adams, Pearl S. Buck, C arl C a rm er, Rob­
e r t T. Co lwe ll, Russell Crouse, C lifto n  Fadim an, Paul 
Gallico, Jack Goodman, Oscar H am m erstein , R ita  
H a lle  Kleeman, Robert J. Landry , M a rg a re t Leech, 
John P. M arquand, K a th a rin e  Seymour, W ill ia m  L. 
S h irer, and F rederica Barach, executive secretary.

There is one g la r in g  omission in the re p o rt o f the 
W rite rs  W ar Beard. They pretend th a t W arne r 
B rothers ( “ H o llyw ood” ) was alone responsible fo r  the 
fa ls ific a tio n  o f facts. There is no t a sing le  reference 
to  the S tate D epartm ent and its  “ u n o ffic ia l”  endorse­
m ent o f the f ilm .

Bank and Corporation 
Profits Reach New High

“ W A S H IN G T O N , June 21.— Despite increased ex­
penses and taxes, cu rre n t opera ting  earnings o f in ­
sured com m ercial banks increased in 1942 to the 
highest figures on record, i t  was announced today by 
Leo T . C row ley, chairm an o f the Federal Deposit In ­
surance C orpora tion .”  —  N. Y . T im es, June 25.

M ost o f the increase, the re p o rt continued, was due 
to “ in te res t on la rg e r ho ld ings o f ob liga tions o f the 
U n ited States Governm ent.”  As a resu lt o f these 
holdings bank p ro fits  were h ighest in h is to ry , except 
fo r  the years 1941 and 1936.

A t  the same- tim e, the D epartm ent o f Commerce 
revealed last week, the in d u s tr ia l corpbra tions are 
do ing a ll r ig h t  fo r  themselves too. A f te r  paym ent o f 
th e ir  taxes, they show p ro fits  fo r  the f irs t  qua rte r o f 
1943 am ounting  to  18% more than they made du ring  
the f i r s t  qu a rte r o f 1942. B iggest p ro f i t  rises were ini 
the au tom ob ile -a irc ra ft in dus try . The N . Y . T im es 
o f June 27 reported th a t the net income o f 41 au to­
mobile, au tom otive  equipm ent and a irc ra f t  m anufac­
tu re rs  d u rin g  the f irs t  3 m onths of* 1943 was 29% 
h igher than in the same period in  1942.

The question is : How many in d u s tr ia l workers, 
a fte r  paying th e ir  taxes, can cla im  th a t th e ir  stand­
ard o f liv in g  today is 18% h igher than a year ago?

Otto Ruehle Is Bead 
In Mexico City

Accord ing to  newspaper reports  O tto  Ruehle died 
o f a heart a ttack  a t the age o f 69 on June 24 in  
Mtexico C ity . O tto  Ruehle belonged to  the old revo­
lu tio n a ry  generation. He served as a Social-Dem ocra­
t ic  D eputy in  the German Reichstag. In  the f i r s t  
w o rld  w a r he held a consistent in te rn a tio n a lis t posi­
tion . Toge ther w ith  L iebknech t he voted aga inst 
g ra n tin g  w a r cred its to  the K a iser and the German 
im p e ria lis ts  in 1914. He was one o f the leaders o f 
the German S partac is t movem ent and in  Novem ber 
1918 led the Saxon revo lu tion .

In  1919 he jo ined the German Com m unist P a rty , 
bu t la te r became a le f t  Com m unist. H i t le r ’s v ic to ry  
drove him  in to  exile, and s ix  years ago he found 
refuge in Mexico. He is the au thor o f a b iog raphy o f 
M arx. D u rin g  his stay in M exico he served as a mem­
ber o f the In te rn a tio n a l Commission w h ich  under the 
cha irm anship o f John Dewey investiga ted the Mos­
cow tr ia ls  and rendered the ve rd ic t th a t they  were 
fram eups.

Negro Woman Worker 
Comments On Pamphlet

A f te r  reading “ The S trugg le  F o r Negro E q u a lity ,”  
the new Pioneer Publishers pam phlet- by John Saun­
ders and A lb e rt P arker, a N egro woman w o rke r in  
New Y o rk  C ity  la s t week subm itted the fo llo w in g  
com m ent:

“ In  re fe rr in g  to the source o f race prejudice, i t  is 
true  no one is born w ith  it ,  bu t ch ildren o f race p re ­
judiced parents acquire i t  before even the p rim a ry  
age. One reason tha t i t  is hard to overcome J im  
Crowism and d isc rim ina tion  is th a t the N egro was 
brought here as a slave at tha t tim e uneducated and 
at the mercy o f his so-called m aster, to be beaten an(l 
sold like  cattle .

“ Since then he has been rid icu led and p ictured in 
papers and books to  lo ok  like  no th ing  human —  big 
mouth, w h ite  eyes, and a g rin  s tre tch ing  from ear 
to ear, ju s t a b ig  c low n; n a tu ra lly  w ith  a ll th is  in ­
stilled  in the w h ite  race from  one generation to an­
other, it 's  very hard fo r  them to rea lize there is a 
new N egro today, who can cope w ith  the w h ite  race 
in  any field o f endeavor.

“ I f  the Socialist W orkers P a rty  can do and w ill do 
the w onderfu l th ings  th a t are w r itte n  in th is  book,
I feel tha t each and every Negro should jo in  tha t 
pa rty . As the saying goes, no th ing  ventured, no th ing  
gained, and we ce rta in ly  haven’t gained an y th in g  
from  e ither the Republican o r Dem ocratic pa rty . T h is  
l i t t le  book should be a m ust in  every N egro ’s home.”

P ioneer Publishers announced la s t week th a t the 
f irs t ed ition  o f the pam phlet, which is se lling  ve ry  
rap id ly , has a lm ost been exhausted.


