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MINE STRUGGLE HEADS FOR SHOWDOWN
Sovie t-Po l ish  
Relations Broken
Rupture Dramatically Bares Antagonisms 
Between Workers' State and Democracies

B y A n th o n y  M assin i

W hat The M il ita n t  has cons is ten tly  p o in te d  o u t 
since H it le r ’ s a ttack  on the  S ovie t U n io n  —  th a t the  
end o f  the  w ar and the  defeat o f  H it le r  by the  “ U n i
ted N a tio ns ”  w i l l  n o t end the  danger to  the  Sovie t 
U n io n — was d ra m a tic a lly  c o n firm e d  th is  Meek w hen 
the  Sovie t g ove rn m e n t b ro k e  re la tio n s  w ith  the  P o l
ish  gove rn m e n t - in  - e x ile  because o f  its  “ h os tile  
cam pa ign ”  in  connec tion  
w ith  the G erm an c la im  
th a t the  Soviet U n io n  had 
massacred 1 0 ,0 0 0  P o lish

o ffice rs .
Fore ign Commissar M olotov ’s 

note announcing the rup tu re  o f 
re la tions describes the recent be
hav io r o f the Polish governm ent 
as “ en tire ly  abnorm al, v io la tin g  
a ll regu la tions and standards o f 
re la tions between tw o a llied 
states.”  There can be no doubt 
th a t the Polish government's 
procedure over the German charge 
was de libera te ly hostile  to the 
USSR.

Despite the fact th a t the two 
nations are a llied, despite the fact 
th a t the Polish governm ent has 
an ambassador in  the Soviet 
Union, the Polish o ffic ia ls  po in ted
ly  ignored the Soviet government 
and appealed to the In te rn a tion a l 
Red Cross fo r an investiga tion  of 
the Nazi charges.

A IM  OF P O L IS H  COURSE

W hat was the Polish govern
m ent's aim in  fo llow ing  such a 
procedure? Molotov's note charges 
th a t the present campaign around 
the issue of the Polish officers was 
undertaken “ in  order to exert 
pressure upon the Soviet govern
m ent”  fo r  the purpose of ge tting 
te r r ito r ia l concessions on the 
Soviet-Polish border. The Soviet 
government's response to th is  
pressure m ust be in terpre ted 
therefore as counter-pressure and 
an open in d ica tion  tha t i t  is not. 
in c lin ed  to make any such con
cessions as are sought by the 
Polish offic ia ls.

B R IT IS H  A N D  U. S. R O LE

W hy did  the Polish government 
adopt such a provocative course? 
Government circ les in  B r ita in  and 
the United States have deplored 
and regretted the la test develop
ments, bu t i t  m ust not be 
fo rgo tten  th a t on ly  a few m onths 
ago they pe rm itted  the Polish 
governm ent-in-exile, w h ich gen
e ra lly  .does not dare to take a 
step w ith o u t th e ir  perm ission, to 
arouse an anti-Sovie t ag ita tion  
over the border question and over 
alleged in terfe rence by the Soviet 
U n jon in  Polish " in te rn a l”  a ffa irs .

The present cris is, even i f  not 
desired by London and W ash ing
ton, is a na tu ra l consequence of 
th a t ag ita tio n . I f  the break rep 
resents a v ic to ry1, fo r  N azi p ro
paganda, as the B r it is h  and 
A inerican press ins is t, then i t  
was one made possible by the 
atm osphere encouraged by W ash
in g ton  and London.

S T A L IN 'S  C R IM ES

I t  m ust also be remembered 
th a t the present anti-Soviet ag ita 
tion  has been fac ilita ted  by the 
methods of the S ta lin is t (bureau
cracy in  the past. The execution 
o f the Polish socia lis t leaders. 
A lte r  and E rlich , on the. ground 
th a t they were a id ing  the Nazis, 
is  on ly  the most recent S ta lin is t 
c rim e  w h ich  has served to dis
c red it the Soviet. Union in  the 
eyes of the masses.

The S ta lin is t regim e and its  
m onstrous crim es provide a ll the 
actual and potentia l enemies of 
the  Soviet Union w ith  most con
ven ient and effective pretexts for 
dealing blows to the firs t w orkers ’ 
state in  h is to ry. The N. V. Herald  
Tribune, the representative of the 
cap ita lis ts  in  th is  country who are 
m ost w i ll in g  now a days to s tr ik e  
some k ind of deal w ith  S ta lin , 
declares e d ito r ia lly  on A p r il 27 
th a t “ the record of the Russian 
governm ent is such th a t not even 
its  .staunchest friends can re ject 
the (P olish officers) s to ry  as

beyond the po ss ib ility  o f some 
basis in  fact.”

W hatever the other specific 
m otives of the A llied  and Soviet 
governments, the lastest develop
ments m ust be viewed as the most 
graph ic expression to date of the 
fundam ental antagonism between 
the “ democracies”  and the Soviet 
Union. Those who stand fo r the 
defense o f the Soviet Union, as 
we T ro tsky is ts  do, must, continue 
to w arn the masses th a t the Soviet 
Union rem ains in  great danger.

Post Office Bans 
Apr. 24 ‘Militant’ 
From the Mails

The Post Office continues to 
persecute The M ilitant and to in
terfere with its delivery to sub
scribers.

Last week’s ed ition, a special 
s ix  page issue dated A p r i l 24 and 
devoted to  M ay Day, has been de
clared “ nonm ailable”  by the  post
al au tho rities  in W ashington and 
w ill not be allowed th rough  the 
m ails. The subscribers’ copies 
were ordered destroyed.

The le tte r announcing th is  
brazen in terference w ith  the r ig h t 
of free press did not state why 
the postal au tho rities  had taken 
th is  action or w ha t artic les  in  the 
A p r i l 24 issue they found “ objec
tionable.”  E ffo rts  are being made 
to obtain th is  in fo rm a tion , but 
in  the past such e ffo rts  have a l
ways been in  vain.

The feature artic les  in  the A p r il 
24 issue of The M ilita n t  were the 
May Day M anifesto o f the Social
ist. W orkers P a rty ; an a rtic le  
analyzing the governm ent’s job- 
freezing order of A p r i l 17; stories 
and ed ito ria ls  denouncing the cor
porations which have been caught 
se lling  the governm ent defective 
w ar m a te ria l; a short h is to ry  of 
the tr ia l of 'F ra n k  Jacson,’ GPU 
k il le r  of Leon T ro tsky  who was 
sentenced to 20 years by a Mexican 
cou rt; the announcement tha t V. 
R. Dunne is ru n n in g  as the Social
is t W orkers P arty  candidate fo r 
Mayor of M inneapolis, etc.

- t ÿ

Which Side of the Fence Are They On? Tens Of Thousands Walk Out Of Mines As 
Union Demands Negotiations Be Resumed
UM W  Policy Committee Denounces W ar Labor Board/ Lewis Says 
Members Won't 'Trespass' Without a Contract After April 30

B y P h i l ip  B la ke

N E W  Y O R K , A p r i l  2 8 . —  T h e  g ove rn m e n t’ s w age-freezing  p ro g ra m  
ente red  a p ro fo u n d  c ris is  and th e  m in e rs ’ s trugg le  f o r  h ig h e r wages was head
ed f o r  a show dow n th is  week as the  p o l i cy co m m itte e  o f  the  U n ite d  M in e  W o rk 
ers vo ted  to  stand f irm  in  its  wage dem  ands and as tens o f  thousands o f  u n io n  
m em bers w a lked  o u t o f  the  coal m ines. T h e  U P  re p o rte d  th a t 4 1 ,0 0 0  had a l
ready d isco n tin u e d  w o rk  b y  th is  m o rn in g ,  and m any  m o re  were expected to  jo in  
the m  b e fo re  the  extended c o n tra c t e x p ire d  a t m id n ig h t A p r i l  30 .

“ As m a tte rs  stand, th e re  w i l l  be no  b itu m in o u s  co n tra c t b y  A p r i l  3 0 ,”  
U M W  P res iden t Jo hn  L . (,J 
Lew is dec lared  last n ig h t, 
and he re a ff irm e d  the  tra 
d it io n a l s t a n d  o f  the  
u n io n  by a dd in g  th a t “ I t  
is p e r fe c tly  reasonable to  
assume a t a ll tim es  th a t 
the  m in e  w o rke rs  o f  th e  
c o u n try  w i l l  n o t trespass 
o il the  p ro p e rtie s  o f  the  
coal ope ra to rs  in  the  ab
sence o f  a c o n tra c t.”

Grade Labeling Plan 
Abandoned By OPA
Action W ill Make It Much Easier for 
Profiteers to Violate Price Ceilingss

On A pril 21 Price Adminis1 
trator Prentiss M. Brown sol
emnly stated that the OPA w ill 
carry out Roosevelt’s pledge to 
‘ hold the line”  on prices.

The emptiness of Brown’s 
promise was: revealed less than 
a week later when on April 26 
the N. Y. Tiines reported that 
the OPA had decided to scuttle 
file  grade labe ling program  —  a 
step w h ich  w i l l  in ev ita b ly  lead to 
h igher prices by m aking i t  easier 
fo r profiteers to v io la te  price ce il
ings.

B row n's sabotage of the grade 
labe ling program  was the resu lt 
of pressure brought upon his office 
by the canning and advertis ing  in 
dustries. as well as B ig Business 
in  general.

Under th is  program  a ll fru its  
and vegetables canned th is  year 
would have been graded accord
ing  to governm ent standards, 
w ith  the grade marked on the 
label. The N ationa l Canners Asso
c ia tion  and the Grocery M anufac
tu re rs  of A m erica opposed th is  
step becaues i t  would have 
revealed to the consumers tha t 
many little -advertised brands are 
of the same q u a lity  as the high 
priced and better-known brands.

F urthe r, it. would have been more 
d iff ic u lt  to palm o ff in fe r io r  
products as "specia lly  im proved”  
and to defraud the consumers in  
a hundred d iffe re n t ways i f  the 
qu a lity  of the product was p la in ly  
ind ica ted and the price ceilings 
un ifo rm  fo r a ll s im ila r  grades.

PRESSURE
The B ig  Business, campaign 

against th is  program  was not con
fined to propaganda methods, but 
included d irec t b lackm a il when 
the canners threatened not to can 
the 1943 crop i f  grade labe ling 
was enforced.

The “Heard in Washington” 
column of the Scripps-Howard 
newspapers reported on March 27 
that the canners would have their 
way in the fight because they had 
notified the OPA that they had 
not yet contracted for crops from 
the farmers and would not con
tract for them until they were 
certain of “relief from grade la
beling, assurance on prices.”

In  o ther words, B ig  Business 
warned the governm ent th a t the 
people would s im p ly  have to go 
w ith o u t canned food next year 
unless prices were allowed 1o rise 
even h igher than they are today.

N .Y . SWP Holds 2 
May Day Affairs

To celebrate May Day, the 
traditional working class holi-' 
day, Local New York of the 
Socialist Workers Party w ill 
hold a meeting on Sunday, May 
2, at 8:15 P. M. Precisely be
cause May Day is an interna
tional holiday, the manner in 
which it  has been celebrated 
each year has reflected the con
d itio n  o f the w orld  w o rk ing  class 
a t the lim e. T h is  holds true  today. 
E. R. F rank, th'e m ain speaker of 
the evening, w i l l  show how May 
Day, 1943 reflects n a tion a lly  and 
in te rn a tio n a lly  the s itua tion  of 
workers in  the Second W orld  W ar. 
There w i l l  be a special May Day 
program. The place: h a ll o f the 
New Y ork  School of Social 
Science, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New Y ork  C ity.

Local New Y ork  has also 
arranged a May Day party . The 
program  includes dancing, mass 
s ing ing  of w o rk in g  class songs, 
and other special features. Refresh
ments and food w il l  bo served. 
The p a rty  w i l l  be held a t the local 
headquarters, 116 U n ive rs ity  PI., 
4th floor. T im e: Saturday, May 1, 
8:30 P. M.
' Those who re a lly  w ish to 
celebrate th is  May Day are urged 
to celebrate i t  w ith  the New York 
T ro tsky is ts .

WLB IN TER VEN TIO N
The m iners ’ strugg le entered a 

new stage on A p r i l 22 when the 
W ar Labor Board announced tha t 
i t  was assuming ju r is d ic tio n  over 
the  case and ordered representa
tives of the un ion and the coal 
operators to appear at a hearing 
in  W ashington. T h is  was a step 
greeted w ith  jo y  by the operators, 
who had been requesting i t  ever 
since the negotiations began on 
March 10, and they im m edia te ly  
le ft  fo r  W ashington. The un ion 
had denounced the W LB  as a 
cou rt packed against labor, and 
i t  refused to appear a t its  hearing.

The WLB then went ahead in 
the absence of the union; its 
chairman, William H. Davis, de
clared on April 24 that it  would 
handle the case under the Little 
Steel formula, which automatic
ally rules out higher wage rates 
for the miners. On the same day 
the War Labor Board, with its 
CIO and A FL  members concur
ring, ordered the miners to con
tinue "uninterrupted production.” 
On April 26 it set up a three-man 
panel to consider the case, with 
David B. Robertson of Cleveland, 
president of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen and Engin
eers, accepting a place on the 
panel.
TH E  U N IO N ’S STAND

The UMW  po licy com m ittee met 
yesterday to consider these dev
elopments and adopted a. le tte r to 
Secretary o f Labor Perkins, blam 
in g  the breakdown of the negotia
tions on “ certa in  po litica l figures 
In  W ashington" and on the U. S. 
Steel Corpora tion and associated 
sleel in terests who dom inate the 
operators’ group and who “ are

among the fa tte s t of the na tio n ’s 
cost-plus w ar hogs."

The letter repeated the union’s 
opposition to the WLB, declaring 
that “this board wields the 
headsman’s axe against the work
ers of the country” and that by 
Davis’ April 24 statement it  “has 
already rendered a decision in the 
mine workers’ case.”

The po licy com m ittee concluded 
the le tte r by requesting “ th a t gov
ernm ent a u th o rity  should d irec t 
the coal operators in  W ashing
ton. . ( to re tu rn  fo r th w ith  and 
w o rk  ou t a settlem ent through 
collective bargain ing, -w ithout 
po litica l lim ita t io n .”  Lew is added 
th a t the po licy  com m ittee was 
"s tan d ing  by”  in  New Y ork fo r  a 
rep ly  to th is  le tte r.

OPPOSING FORCES
A rrayed against the m iners are 

pow erfu l forces who rea lize tha t 
the stake in  the present f ig h t is 
the whole pa tte rn  fo r keeping 
labor in  subjection d u rin g  the w ar 
— the en tire  governm ent ap
paratus, the power and a u th o rity  
o f the W hite  House. Congress, the 
governm ent m ediation agencies, 
the d ra ft hoards and con tro l o f the 
armed forces whom Roosevelt, has 
a lready used more than once to 
break s trikes and whom he was 
ready to use to end the UMW 
D is tr ic t 50 s tr ik e  a t the Celanese 
Corporation in Newark, N. J., last 
week.

Then there arc the coal 
operators, who are supported by 
a ll the o ther cap ita lis ts , bankers 
and m onopolists; the capitalist, 
press— both conservative and 
“ lib e ra l” — to be used to tnc ite  
public, op in ion against the m iners ' 
and th e ir  leaders; the S ta lin is t 
betrayers o f labor and the labor 
fakers who are forced by pres
sure from  the un ion ranks to

m umble support fo r  the m iners ’ 
demands but who refuse to get 
o ff the government, hoards w h ich 
are being used to deny those 
demands.
TH E  M INER S’ STRENGTH

The UM W  relies first of all on 
its own half-million members, 
loyal and militant unionists who 
understand the difficulties facing 
them, who have more than once 
shown the way to the rest of 
American labor and who are sup
porting the present struggle al
most to a man. Their readiness 
to fight can be verified by the 
reports of newspapermen cover
ing the mining areas and by the 
walkouts that have already oc
curred.

In  add ition , “ Lew is was pic
tu red yesterday as convinced no t 
on ly  o f the support of the m iners 
in  the position  taken by th e ir  
negotiators, bu t also o f the ran k  
and file  o f organized labor. ' In  
th is  connection, m iners ’ spokes
men pointed to the g row ing  
m an ifes ta tio ns . of d iscontent by 
both A F L  and CIO unions w ith  
the governm ent’s wage and price 
contro l policies, as w e ll as w ith  
the. policies and regulations o f the 
W ar M anpower Commission freez
in g  tens o f m illio n s  of workers in  
th e ir  Jobs.”  (N . Y. Times, A p r il 
26.)

Acting together and following 
a militant policy, the workers in 
the UMW , CIO and A FL  could 
overcome any obstacle. But the 
members of the CIO and A FL, 
while wholly sympathetic to the 
miners’ fight, have unfortunate
ly not been mobilized to give ac
tive support to it. This is one 
of the key problems facing the 
workers in the present struggle.

( See ed ito ria l, " I Io w  To F igh t 
The. Wage-Freezing O rder," on 
Page } of th is  issue.)

'Mission To Moscow' Continues A Frameup
The following are extracts from a speech at the Sunday 

Open Forum of the N. Y. School of Social Science, April 25.
, Albert Goldman acted as Leon Trotsky’s attorney at the 
historic hearings; in Mexico conducted by the Dewey Commis
sion investigating the Moscow trials.

W ithout an understanding of politics it  is impossible to 
explain the appearance of the film “ Mission Tc/Moscow.”  W ith
out an understanding of politics it is impossible to explaih the 
publication of tlie book “ Mission To Moscow”  by Joseph E. 
Davies, former American Ambassador to the Soviet Union.

There is no value whatever in the book. It consists of 
reports furnished to the State Department by Davies while he 
was ambassador, and of letters written by him to various in
dividuals during that time. The reports and letters contain 
statistical data concerning the Soviet Union and interpretations 
of events occurring in the Soviet Union, showing the intellectual 
development of a college sophomore.

In general the ihcories which Davies presents in explana
tion of events in the Soviet Union are those of Walter Duranty, 
the journalist who has made a name for himself by giving a 
version of these events, acceptable both to the GPU and the 
capitalist newspapers. In his reports Davies speaks of Duranty 
as a veritable genius.

The book appeared subsequent to H itle r’s attack on the 
Soviet Union, when Stalin, after a round of friendship with 
Hitler, joined Churchill and Roosevelt in the great crusade

for democracy, justice, humanity, freedom and truth. It is 
possible that Davies could have gotten a publisher for his 
dull and sophomoric reports i f  H itler had not attacked the 
Soviet Union. He has enough money, to purchase publication 
and the right to be classed as an author.

But it is impossible to conceive that such a book should 
ever have been made the basis of a film. It .is highly doubtful 
that even with his millions Davies could have succeeded in 
convincing Hollywood to film the impressions of a traveller.

What explains the appearance of the film? There is in it 
a scene of the Moscow trials and it is this which gives mean
ing and importance to the film. It is this scene which gives the 
picture political importance and explains its very existence.

It is this scene which makes of the film a continuation of 
Stalin's franreups.

T he  M e thod  o f  the  F ilm

It is reported that the film w ill show a composite scene of 
the last two Moscow trials, the two which Davies personally 
attended. Some, apparently naive persons, w ill undoubtedly 
contend that only that which actually occurred has been filmed. 
There were of course trials in Moscow. I f  Radek and Bukharin 
and Krestinsky are depicted in the film it can also be said that 
they were defendants in the trials. Moreover they repeat only 
that which was actually said by the original actors at the trials. 
How can then the film  be designated as a continuation of a 
frameup?

UAW EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETS 
TO PROTEST FREEZING ORDER

fhe International Executive Board o f the CIO United 
Auto Workers met in Cleveland last week to discuss the crisis 
created by Roosevelt’s wage-freezing and job-freezing orders.- 
Thc decisions of the board, representing almost a 'm illion work
ers in the most m ilitant and democratic CIO international, re
flected the views and the pressure of labor’s rank and file;

(•>The board voted:
To ask its members to resign 

from the W ar' Manpower Com
mission, which handed down the 
job-freezing order.

To rea ffirm  its  op po s ition ' to 
“ incen tive  pay”  speedup plans; to 
table such plans in troduced a t the 
meeting; by R ichard Frankensteen; 
and to make i t  p la in  th a t 
Frankensteen was w ith o u t au
th o r ity  to, com m it the un ion to 
such plans in  the W PB subcom
m ittee of w h ich  he is a. member.

To demand the scrapping of the 
Little Steel formula which pro
hibits wage increases for the 
great majority of the nation’«  
workers.

To seek the guarantee o f a 
m in im um  w ork  week o f 40 hours 
in  w a r plants.

To in s is t on r ig id  price contro l 
and a roll-back in  prices to the 
Sept. 15, 3 942 level.

To meet, again ip W ashington 
w ith in  ten days to exert pressure 
fo r  m odification of . Roosevelt’s 
freezing order.

To issue a call for nine regional 
conferences to include all UAW  
locals to register the union’s pro
test against the freezing order.

To appropria te money fo r  news
paper advertisem ents and rad io  
titne  to take its  case “ to the 
pub lic .”

What would we think of a film of the Sacco-Vanzetti case 
showing the witnesses for the state, giving their testimony, the 
judge rendering his verdict and perhaps the President of 
Harvard stating that the verdict is a just one? We would 
consider such a picture as a continuation of the frameup in 
spite of the fact that everything it showed actually occurred. 
Because it failed to give the testimony of Sacco and Vanzetti, 
because it failed to give the opinions of prominent persons1 in 
favor of Sacco and Vanzetti, it would clearly continue the 
original frameup.

This is the method used in "Mission To Moscow.”  A t 
first the. intention was to go further than that. The liars in 
charge of producing the film actually had a scene showing 
Trotsky plotting with von Ribbentrop, one of H itle r’s right- 
band men. A picture of this scene appeared in PM, daily news
paper in New York, with the remark that it ha'd been ta^en out. 
Such a scene finds no basis even in the records of the trials, 
showing to what extent those in charge of the picture were 
w illing to go in order lo discredit Trotsky. I do not know the 
reason for the decision to cut that scene out. Either those in 
charge were afraid of some legal action or else someone sug
gested that it would be going too far and that it would be 
best for them lo stick to I he actual transcript of the trials. 
Liars can defend themselves best if  they can make the technical 
claim that they stuck to the facts.

(Continued on page 3)
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STRADE UNIONI
LI NOTES IN

B y E. R . F ra n k

The Roosevelt war government 
is up against its  f irs t labor cris is  
since Pearl Harbor. Green and 
M urra y  had intended to support 
Roosevelt in  his "H old -the-line”  
Order, but the pressure is ge tting  

.too strong fo r th e ir  fcomfort. 
•These august “ labor statesmen” 
are being shoved around by the 
leaders o f the in te rna tiona l 
u iilons, who in' tu rn  are fee ling 
tlie  hot anger of th e ir  own mem
bership. Labor ranks are seething 
w ith  d issatisfaction.

Green has assailed M cN u tt’s job 
freeze order as “ an assault on the 
exercise o f freedom by w o rk ing  
men and women, and on th e ir 
r ig h t to sell th e ir  labor under the 
most advantageous conditions." 
M urra y  bestirred h im se lf a fte r the 
action of the Ü Ä W  In te rn a tion a l 
Executive Board and c ritic ized  the 
joh-freeze order. E r ic  Peterson, 
Vice-President of the In te rn a tio n a l 
Association of M achin ists, declared 
th a t the WMC res tric tions  are 
“ b rin g in g  workers in  th is  coun
t r y  close to  the level o f slave 
labor.”

There is no question but tha t 
the labor movement is in  a fu ro re  
over Roosevelt’s wage and job 
freeze. The coal controversy w il l  
b r in g  the cris is  to a head. The 
governm ent faces a cris is  w ith  its  
own labor movement 17 months 
ä f ie f  A m erica ’s e n try  in to  the 
second w orld  war.

*  *  *

F o llow ing  the UAW  In te rn a 
tio n a l Executive Board ’s denuncia
t io n  o f M cN u tt’s W ar Manpower 
Commission, CIO representatives 
V ic to r Reuther, AuguSt Scholle, 
president o f the M ich igan CIO. 
and T racy Do ll, president of 
M ich igan ’s Labor’s Non-Partisan 
League, resigned from  the D e tro it 
W ar ' Manpower Commission. Im 
m edia te ly a fte rw ards a ll A F L  
members, headed by F ra n k  X. 
M ärte l, president of the Wayne 
County Federation of Labor, sub
m itted  th e ir  resignations.

F o r the tim e  being the D e tro it 
W M C is  dead as a dodo. These 
governm ent bureaus and boards 
cannot func tion  fo r  a m inute 
w ith o u t labor support.
' ' "  ' ! *'• * * *

Tremendous sym pathy fo r the 
m ine workers and support fo r 
th e ir  s trugg le is sweeping the 
ranks of the U n ited A uto  workers. 
R. J. Thomas, president of the 
un ion, tr ie d  to ward o ff c ritic ism  
th a t he and the other UAW  lead
ers were not backing the mine 
w orkers ’ demands vigorously  
enough, by sending a long le tte r 
o f exp lanation to a ll local unions. 
The le tte r  stated in  p a rt: “ I  and 
a ll o ther officers of the UAW - 
CIO are s trong ly  in  favo r of the 
m iners ’ wage demands. I  and a ll 
o ther of our In te rn a tio n a l officers 
have constantly  opposed the 
‘L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la ’ through 
w h ich  an e ffo r t is being made to 
freeze the wages of labor.
' “ M r. Lew is ’ charges th a t some 

officers of the UAW -CIO have 
Sniped a t the U n ited M ine W o rk 
ers is com pletely false. Your o f
ficers have a t a ll tim es supported 
the demands o f the U n ited M ine 
■vVorkers. . .

“ I  w ant to urge you r local 
un ion to 'continue Support of the 
leg itim a te  demands o f the U n ited 
M ine W orkers. . .”

*  * #
The B u ffa lo  labo r movem ent 

was e lectrified th is  week by the 
announcement of Lou is Mayer, 
president o f Lodge No. 5S5 of 
the In te rn a tio n a l Association of 
M achin ists, th a t 20,000 w orkers of 
the C u rtiss-W righ t B u ffa lo  a ir 
plane d iv is ion  w il l  demand release 
from  th e ir  jobs despite the WMC

freeze order unless a decision on 
th e ir  wage case is announced by 
May 10. The union seeks a 5 cent 
general increase a n d -20% of the 
basic pay as replacement fo r  the 
bonus ' system.' The case was 
certified  to 'th e  W LB  on November 
18, 1942.

*  *  »

S h e rif f  T ipp in g  announced th a t 
the d ra ft  reg is tra tio ns  and class
ifica tions o f about one hundred 
s tr ik e rs  were being checked in  
connection w ith  the s tr ik e  now 
ta k in g  place a t the Bendix A v ia 
tion  C orpora tion p lan t a t Bendix, 
N. J.

D ra ft  reg is tra tions , apparently , 
have many uses.

*  *  *

In  a special com m unication 
the UAW-CIO has urged a ll 
local unions t o  d e m a n d  
th a t th e ir  shop qommittees be 
given equal a u th o rity  w ith  m an
agement in  preparing  “ m anning 
tables”  and replacement schedules 
a t the fac to ry  level. The le tte r 
pointed out th a t th is  po licy  was 
necessary as otherw ise the em
ployers would “ use the th re a t of 
induction  of workers in to  the 
armed services as a club to s tif le  
un ion organizations or to in 
tim id a te  shop com m ittees."

*  #
Iowa A F L  leaders have an

nounced a new plan they have 
developed whereby labor can w ield 
greater in fluence in  p o lit ic a l elec
tions. The new scheme gives union 
members a financia l incen tive  fo r 
voting, according to A. A. Couch, 
President of the Iow a State Fed
era tion  of labor.

He said the program  would be 
based upon an increase of 5 or 10 
cents a m onth in  un ion dues. Th is 
money would be accumulated in  a 
fund fo r use in  paying bonuses to 
members a fte r they had voted on 
election days.

There are about 190,000 union 
voters in  the state and M r. Couch 
emphasized th a t the a im  of the 
p lan would be no t to te ll union 
members how they should vote, 
but to get out the un ion vote.

W onderfu l p l a n !  Someone 
should t ip  o f f  the “ labo r sta tes
men o f Iow a”  th a t they m ig h t t r y  
to  adopt a program  o f action de
signed to solve the problems o f 
the w orkers o f Iow a and then 
pu t a labor p a rty  and some labor 
candidates in  the fie ld  to  f ig h t  
fo r  th a t program . T h is  w i l l  sure
ly  provide a g rea te r incentive fo r  
the w orkers to go ou t and vote 
than g iv in g  them  a door prize a t 
the end o f the election.

* * *
B oris  Shishkin, economist of the 

A F L , declared th a t in  the firs t 
year o f the w ar “ s ix  Am erican 
w orkers were k ille d  on ' the job 
fo r  every so ld ier k ille d  in 
action. ., . Over 4,000,000 w ork  
ers were in ju re d  in  in d u s tr ia l 
accidents. Of these, 165,000 w ill 
never w ork  again— th e ir  in ju r ie s  
le f t  them perm anently  disabled.”  

* * »'
The Associated Ind us tries  of 

F lo r id a  and th e ir  creature State 
A tto rn e y  General W atson have 
succeeded in  pushing through the 
F lo r id a  House o f Representatives 
a con s titu tion a l amendment to ou t
law  closed shop agreements in  the 
state. The amendment is how in  
the hands of the State Senate. Im 
m ediate ly the notorious Ricken- 
backer jumped to a tten tion  and 
w ired the F lo rid a  Leg is la ture  con
g ra tu la tin g  them on th e ir  stand 
and endorsing the proposed 
amendment.

We w ish the labo r movement 
would d isp lay as much energy 
an(j decisiveness as R ickenbacker 
and his backers do.

N .Y .  SWP Protests 
Frameup F i lm

NEW  YORK, April 28. — 
The Socialist Workers Party, 
New York Local, tbday issued 
the following statement of pro
test against Warner Brothers 
film  production, ‘‘Mission to 
Moscow,”  which is having its 
premiere at the New York Hol
lywood Theatre on Thursday, 
A pril 29:

“ W arner B rothers has produced 
‘M ission to Moscow’ w ith  the ta c it 
approval o f the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n . W ashington wants 
to do a d ip lom atic  favo r fo r 
S ta lin , to whitewash his crimes 
in  re tu rn  fo r  S ta lin ’s continued 
support of the A llie d  Powers.

“ B u t no book and no num ber of 
film s can w hitewash S ta lin ’s 
crim es against the w o rld  w o rk 
in g  class. Forem ost among them 
were the Moscow Fram eup T ria ls , 
the ju d ic ia l m urder of the Old 
Bolshevik leaders, Le n in ’s com
rades-in-arms, accompanied by the 
mass purges of thousands and 
tens of thousands. Then S ta lin  shot 
the Red Generals, seriously

weakening the  Red A rm y  on the 
eve of H it le r ’s attack.

“ Leon T ro tsky, creator of the 
Red A rm y  and ch ie f defendant in  
the Moscow T ria ls , was condemned 
to death7 by S ta lin . T h is  ve rd ic t 
was carried  out in  August, 1940 
by the GPU agent ‘Jacson,’ who 
has ju s t been sentenced to 20 
years by the Mexican courts fo r 
assassinating T ro tsky.

“ The Moscow T r ia ls  were 
branded as frameups by the 
Dewey Commission o f In q u iry  
wh ich summed up its  find ings 
as fo llow s:

“  ‘The Commission finds, on the 
basis o f a ll ava ilab le  evidence, 
both fo r  the prosecution and fo r 
Leon T ro tsky , th a t Leon T ro tsky  
and his sod Leon Sedov are not 
g u ilty  o f the charges made 
against them in  the Moscow 
T r ia ls  o f A ugust, 1936 and Jan
ua ry , 1937. I t  also finds th a t the 
tr ia ls  were fram eups.’

“ The film , ‘M ission to Moscow.’ 
is being used today to whitewash 
S ta lin ’s crim es.”

Next week’s issue of The M i l i 
tan t  w i l l  feature a report on tlie  
p icture.

Govt. Agencies Reveal Some Facts
By ALBERT PARKER <•>-

The w ar may b rin g  su ffe rin g  
and lowered liv in g  standards to 
the great m a jo r ity  of the people, 
but the monopolies and the 
wealthy are doing a ll r ig h t  by 
themselves in  w a rtim e as in  
peace. And you don’t  have to take 
The M i l i tan t 'a  word fo r i t  e ither. 
Just lis ten  to the cautious and 
carefu lly-worded statements of 
governm ent o ffic ia ls  and agencies.

Assistant A tto rne y  General Tom 
C. C la rk  addressed a m eeting of 
the Am erican Business Congress' 
in  New Y ork  on A p r il 2.2, and th is  
is w hat he said, according to the 
Af. Y. Times' report:

“ M r. C la rk  pointed out th a t the 
w a r has created m onopoly in in 
du s try . A t  the s ta rt of the w ar 
program  in th is  coun try  175,000 
companies provided 70% o f the 
na tion ’s m anu fac tu ring  ou tput, 
while today, tw o and a h a lf years 
la te r, the ra t io  has been reversed 
to the po in t where 100 corpora
tions hold. '70% o f the w ar and 
essential c iv ilia n  contracts. Th is 
group, he declared, has obtained 
the bu lk  o f the  §14,000,000,000 
w orth  o f new p lan ts  b u ilt  a t gov
ernm ent expense.

“ He called the ‘m onum ental 
ju n k  heaps of a lum inum  pots and 
pans commandeered from  the 
housewives of A m erica; the piles 
of scrap rubber and old iro n  now 
scarring  the public squares o f our 
c ities : the pleas o f our armed 
forces fo r b inoculars; the enorm
ous d ifficu ltie s  we have ex
perienced in  the production of 
magnesium, e lectric  equipment, 
plastics, m achine tools, c r it ic a l 
chemicals and v ita l m edicines’ 
m em oria l to the role of monopoly 
played in  th is  war. *

“ He declared tha t i t  was im 
possible to produce such item s as 
e lectric lamps, glass bottles, 
a lum inum  pots, a p a ir of spec
tacles, synthetic  rubber and 
v ita m in  products w ith o u t the per
m ission from  a priva te  group 
which has usurped power over in 
dustry. . .’’

And w h ile  the monopolies are 
repaid fo r  having thus played 
havoc w ith  essentia l production 
by being g iven ' the lio n ’s share 
o f  w ar production orders, the in 
d u s tria lis ts , bankers, coupon- 
c lippers and th e ir  fam ilies  con
tinue  to  receive the lio n ’s sharè 
o f the na tiona l income.

T h is  was demonstrated in  the 
recently-issued study of the Of
fice of P rice A d m in is tra tio n ’s 
D iv is ion  of Research, “ C iv ilia n  
Spending and Saving. 1941 and 
1942,”  according to w h ich:

There are 33,360,000 fam ilies  
and 7,850,000 single people con
s t itu t in g  over 41,000,000 spend
in g  un its .”

O f these un its  40.6% received 
less than $1,500 per u n it in  1942.' 
The to ta l money income o f th is  
group amounted to  13.7% o f the 
na tiona l income received by the 
whole population.

On tlie  other side o f the tracks, 
1.9% o f the na tion ’s spending 
un its  received $10,000 and over 
last year. The to ta l income 
received by these came to 15.8% 
of the monèy income.

Thus less than  2% o f the peo
ple got m ore money than  over 
40% !

T h a t’s the k in d  of "e qu a lity  of 
sacrifice”  tha t the cap ita lis ts  go 
fo r in  a big way.

Giraud Issues Another 
Anti-Semitic Decree

Fresh proof of the an ti-S em itic  
views held by General G iraud and 
his Am erican-supported regime in  
N o rth  A fr ic a  was presented th is  
week by the French Republican 
Committee in  New Y ork. Docu
m entary evidence of anti-Jew ish 
decrees issued by G iraud a fte r he 
had been placed in  power by the 
United States was shown by the 
French Com m ittee to reporters fo r 
the Overseas News Agency, Inc. 
The s to ry  was p rin ted  in  the 
N. Y. Times A p r i l 27.

On Jan. 30. 1943 G iraud issued 
an order en titled  "T he  Use of the 
Jews in  the A rm y ”  to the officer 
caste under h is command. T h is  
document contained the h ith e rto  
unpublished clauses:

“ 1. Jew ish commissioned and 
non-commissioned o ffice rs and 
men in  the reserve w i l l  genera lly  
be assigned to special non-com
ba tan t w o rk  un its.

“ 2. T h is  measure appears ne-

Push Sales of 
New Trotsky Book

NEW  YORK, A pril 27. — 
The special campaign for the 
sale of Leon Trotsky’s “ In De
fense of Marxism”  which has 
been conducted by the New 
York Local of the Socialist 
Workers Party is certain to go 
well above the original quota, 
which has already been reached. 
Over 200 copies have already been 
sold, and m any in d iv id u a l mem
bers have yet to make th e ir  final 
reports.

Am ong the h ig h lig h ts  o f the six 
weeks campaign is the achieve
ment of one comrade who doubled 
her sales from  fou r to  e igh t in  the 
last week; ru n n in g  closely behind 
her, in  com petition fo r the firs t 
prize, is  another comrade With s ix  
sales. A d d itio n a l sales of the book 
are s t i l l  being reported and the 
w inne r cannot be determ ined u n t il 
the May 1 deadline. A  large number 
of comrades have two o r more 
sales to th e ir  cred it. One of the 
methods used in  se lling  the book 
was to m a il copies to friends  and 
sympathizers. T h is  proved very 
effective. One sym path izer to 
whom  the book was mailed 
responded w ith  a check fo r $5.

Reports com ing in  from  readers 
ind ica te th a t they recognize the 
po litica l significance of the new 
M arx is t classic by Leon T ro tsky. 
The c la r ity  w ith  w h ich  T ro tsky  
analyzed the p o lit ic a l tasks facing 
our generation and the verifica tion  
of h is predictions in  the b rie f 
three years since th is  book was 
w ritte n  cannot fa il to make a deep 
im pression upon every reader. The 
role of the Soviet U n ion in  world 
po litics , d ia lectica l m ateria lism , 
dem ocratic centra lism  and other 
questions dealt w ith  in  th is  
volume are thoroughly, illum ina te d  
by T ro tsky  in  his las t figh t against 
the attem pts to revise the 
M arx is t position upon the out
break of the present w ar in  
Europe.

The New Y ork  Local of the 
SWP feels tha t its  successful cam
paign to spread the las t w o rk  of 
the great M a rx is t teacher of the 
p ro le ta rian  movement has been a 
big* fo rw ard  step. T h is  success 
testifies to the serious a ttitud e  of 
the New Y ork  T ro tsky is ts  toward 
theoretica l as w e ll as practica l 
a c tiv ity .

cessary in  o rder to  avoid having 
the en tire  Jew ish popu lation ga in 
the t i t le  o f w a r veteran, which 
m ig h t pre jud ice the sta tus to  be 
given to these people a fte r  the 
w a r.”

T h is  d irec tive  shows th a t G iraud 
and his s ta ff envisage a secondary 
c itizensh ip  fo r the Jews, not on ly 
d u rin g  the war, bu t a fterw ards 
as well.

T h is  an ti-S em itic  o rder was 
handed down A F T E R  the Casa
blanca conference when G iraud 
m et w ith  C h urch ill and Roosevelt.

2 More Auto Locals 
Give Aid for Postal

“ We as w e ll as a ll the other 
unions hope th a t the case w i l l  be 
won,”  w rites  Local 5 of the U n ited 
Auto W orkers, South Bend, Ind., 
in ' a le tte r to the C iv il R ights 
Defense Com m ittee con ta in ing  a 
con tribu tion  in  support of the 
appeal to reverse the conviction 
of ' K e lly  Postal, M inneapolis 
un ion is t, whose on ly “ crim e”  was 
th a t he carried ou t the d irectives 
of h is un ion when i t  voted to 
trans fe r from  the A F L  to the CIO 
in  1941.

A nother con tribu tion  in  defense 
o f Postal was received by the 
CRDC last week from  Local 581 
o f the UAW , F lin t,-M ich .

Seven Reinstated at 
Thompson Products

Seven UAW’-C lO 'com m ittee men 
and stewards who were fire d  from  
the Thompson Products p lan t in  
Cleveland two weeks ago fo r un ion 
a c tiv ity , won th e ir  jobs back a fte r 
the one-day s tr ik e  <5f th e ir  Union 
on A p r i l 15.

The m ilita n c y  o f the workers 
was such th a t the reg ional W ar 
Labor Board fo r once moved 
ra p id ly  to a rb itra te  the dispute 
and ordered the re instatem ent of 
the seven men. F ive  other 
discharged un ion is ts  w i l l  have 
th e ir  cases reviewed through the 
regu la r labor-management g riev 
ance m ach inery set up by the 
union.
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Stalinism and the Plans to 
Save Capitalism in Europe

By A. ROLAND

Harlem Rally 
Against Army 
Jim Crow
Asks for Support 
In the Lynn Case

By ROBERT K IN G SLEy
N E W  YORK— Over 1000 mem

bers and sym pathizers of the 
March-On-Washi ngton Movement 
met a t the Golden Gate Ballroom  
in  H arlem  on A p r i l 22 to protest 
against segregation and the 
fostering  o f race hatred in. the 
armed forces.

The speakers a t the m eeting 
paid p a rtic u la r a tten tion  to the 
case of W in fred  Lynn, the firs t 
Negro inducted in to  the a rm y to 
challenge in  the courts the 
segregation of Negroes by the 
m ilita ry  and d ra ft au thorities, 
w h ich he contends is a v io la tion  
of Section 4(a) o f the 1940 D ra ft 
Act w h ich states “ . . . there shall 
-be no d isc rim in a tio n  against any 
person on account of race or 
color.”

In  previous decisions concern
in g  J im  Crow cases the Supreme 
Court has held th a t segregation is 
not in  its e lf d isc rim ina tion . The 
defenders of W in fred  Lynn  a t the 
Harlem  m eeting d iffe red w ith  th is  
view. They argued th a t there is 
no segregation w ith o u t d is
c r im in a tio n ; ju g g lin g  words does 
not e lim ina te  inequities.

TH EM E OF M EETING
The fundam ental theme of the 

m eeting was th a t the government 
its e lf is  spreading fascist doc
trines and segregation in th is  
coun try  and tha t a lthough “ th is  is 
the Negro’s darkest hour, i t  is 
also his greatest op po rtun ity  to 
figh t fo r  equa lity .”

A. P h ilip  Randolph, na tional 
d irec to r of the MOWM. declared 
tha t the state and its  leader are 
subject to pressure and tha t they 
move in  the d irec tion  of the 
greatest pressure. He referred as 
examples to the Odell W a lle r case 
where Roosevelt, refused to in 
tervene on behalf o f the doomed 
sharecropper because of in su f
fic ient pressure on him  and to 
Roosevelt’s decision to-reopen t he 
FEPC hearings on ra ilroa d . Jim  
Crowism a fte r labor, Negro and 
lib e ra l groups had protested th e ir  
cancellation by M cN utt.

Randolph said th a t the tim e 
fo r the Negro people to apply 
th e ir  pressure fo r equa lity  is now 
because i t  w i l l  be too late a fte r 
the war.

Roy W ilk in s , assistant secretary 
o f the NAACP, gave a detailed 
discussion o f conditions in  the 
armed forces to show th a t segrega
tion  fo r "Negroes there means d is
c rim in a tio n  as i t  does in  c iv ilia n  
life ;  his example of the Negroes 
in  the A rm y  A ir  Corps made the 
po in t ve ry  well.

Other speakers included A rth u r  
Garfield Flays of the Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion and A r th u r  
G ilbert, both attorneys in  the 
Lynn  case; D w igh t Macdonald, 
au thor of the March-On-Washlng- 
ton Movement's new pam phlet on 
m il ita ry  J im  Crow and the Lynn  
case: W ilfre d  K e rr  of the Brook
lyn  NAACP; Samuel Zack.

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

The fate of the European 
continent and o f the world lies 
in what happens in Germany 
and France in the near future. 
It is only a question of, time for 
H itle r’s doom to he sealed. Ger
many w ill stand defeated in the 
second world war, just as in the 
first. France, having tasted all 
(he dregs of the bitter cup of 
catastrophe, w ill face the prob
lem of renewing her national 
life. She w ill be in the position 
of a step-child of the victorious 
Allies. What w ill be the class 
relations in these two countries 
as the war begins to terminate?

I t  is  in  the decisive phases of 
wars, when i t  becomes qu ite clear 
where thè v ic to ry  w i l l  fa ll and 
where the defeat, tha t the social 
problem of the re la tion  between 
the classes assumes p rim a ry  im 
portance. The leaders of the 
cap ita lis t nations, ju s t as much 
as tlie  S ta lin is t leadership of the 
Soviet Union, know the alm ost 
im perceptib le d iv id in g  lin e  tha t 
separates w ar from  revo lu tion.

H it le r  in  his day perform ed a 
useful func tion  fo r the w orld  
bourgeoisie. He saved German 
cap ita lism  from  exp rop ria tion  by 
the German workers. The moment 
lie assumed power lie became the 
m outhpiece not on ly  inside, but 
outside of Germany as w e ll, fo r  
ruthless German im peria lism . The 
cap ita lis t nations now, figh ting  
h im , were faced w it l i  the con
tra d ic tio n  o f supporting  the H it 
le r regime inside Germany in  its  
suppression of the German prole
ta r ia t—bu t of opposing h im  in  
his w orld  aims. T h is  con trad ic tion  
now takes on a new form . How to 
defeat H it le r  in  the war. thus 
dep riv ing  tlie  German ru lin g  class 
of its  savior, and yet somehow 
m a in ta in in g  th is  same ru lin g  
class in  power.

PROPOSALS FOR EUROPE
Even the most pow erfu l cap ita l

is t leaders, those of the United 
States and England, see no way 
to solve th is  k n o tty  problem by 
any hocus-pocus of deception. They 
proposé to use the rnost d irec t 
and clear-cut method fo r con tinu
in g  cap ita lism  in  Germany— and 
in  France. T ha t is the method of 
an armed d ic ta to rsh ip  to las t as 
long as is fe lt  necessary. T ha t is the 
en tire  sum and substance of the 
po lic ing  of the w orld  th a t is 
proposed by Roosevelt and Chur
c h ill fo r  the inde fin ite  fu ture .

I t  is  w ith  th is  openly avowed 
perspective th a t we m ust examine 
the role o f S ta lin ism  in and a fte r 
the war. S ta lin 's  aim s in  Yugo
slavia o r in  Poland have en tire ly  
secondary im portance compared to 
the ro le he proposes to p lay w ith  
regard to France and Germany. 
These w i l l  be the décisive sectors 
fo r  the w orld  w o rk in g  class in  
the com ing period.

T ro tsky  warned us again and 
again th a t the defeat of H it le r  in  
the w ar d id  not at a ll mean the 
defeat of fascism. T h is  w ar leaves 
capita lism  on a w orld  scale in  a 
fa r more shaky cond ition  than 
even the last World war. I ts  ru le  
can be m ainta ined on ly  by means 
of the to ta lita r ia n  state. I t  is tha t 
h is to ric  fact, w h ich  expla ins the 
po licy  of the United States gov
ernm ent towards the Darlans. the 
Girauds, and tom orrow  perhaps 
the D ino Grandis. U n ited States 
cap ita lism  is aware of the neces

s ity  to somehow bolster up the 
cap ita lis t classes in  the defeated 
countries. L e ft alone, these nations 
would w ith o u t question enter in to  
the period of p ro le ta rian  revo lu 
tion  fo r the bu ild in g  of the social
is t society.

A STRATEGIC POSITION
S ta lin  and his K re m lin  clique 

occupy a stra teg ic  position at a 
tim e w h ich  m ust prove so 
momentous' fo r  the fu tu re  of 
hum an ity . T lie  Soviet Union 
under revo lu tiona ry  guidance 
could today play a decisive role 
in  assisting the European w o rk 
ers to achieve the socia list revo lu 
tion . Only S ta lin ism  stands 
squarely in  the way. The most 
far-seeing section of the cap ita lis ts  
understands th is  qu ite  well. Th is 
section is prepared to pay a heavy 
price fo r  S ta lin ’s aid in  d iso rien t
in g  and suppressing the w o rk ing  
class revo lu tion  in  France and 
Germany. The A’. Y. Herald  
Tr ibune  asks e d ito r ia lly  th a t no 
obstacles be placed in  the path 
of S ta lin ’s re u n itin g  to the Soviet 
Un ion of a ll fche te r r ito ry  possessed 
by the czar before the f irs t  world 
war. These cap ita lis ts  know tha t 
th is  w i l l  mean the na tiona liz ing  
of p rope rty  in  those section of 
Poland, Esthonia, La tv ia , etc., 
taken over by S ta lin . B u t better 
tha t tem porary ca lam ity  than to 
lose a ll ol’ W estern Europe, and 
especially pow erfu l in d u s tr ia l Ger
many.

The ba rga in ing  between S ta lin  
and the cap ita lis t leaders is the 
same k ind  of uneasy a ffa ir  as was 
th a t between S ta lin  and H it le r  in  
its  day. The game of power po litics  
is a cu t-th roa t game at best, but 
here we have in  add ition  the 
fundam ental clash of social 
systems represented on the two 
sides, s t i l l  there despite the 
S ta lin is t gangrene. B u t S ta lin  of
fers his help to the cap ita lis t 
w o rld  in  its  desire to stave o ff 
revo lu tion  in  France and Ger
many. True, he does th is  fo r  his 
own sake as well, know ing  fu lly  
th a t the S ta lin is t parasites^ w il l  
be swept overboard by the next 
g igan tic  revo lu t ionary  wave. 
Nevertheless S ta lin  w ill do his 
“ best”  to uphold his end of the 
bargain.

S TA L IN IS T  POLICY
The S ta lin is ts  propose ‘ to ac

com plish the common a im  by 
means of a refurb ished “ national 
fro n t.”  A  recent pamphlet, by 
Andre M arty , the butcher of the 
Spanish C iv il W ar, calls fo r such 
a fro n t to be established in 
France. The national fro n t Is even 
w ider, i t  m ust be understood, than 
the old “ popu lar ' f ro n t”  of the 
S ta lin is ts . M a rty  (read S ta lin ) 
proposes to include in  such a fron t 
no t on ly  the “ com m unists”  and 
the “ libe ra ls ”  b u t the Catholic's 
and the most reactionary Frfench 
elements, so long as they help 
defeat H itle r.

The German S ta lin is t magazine, 
Freies Deutschland, published in 
Mexico, a t th is  same time. calls fo r 
the “ national fro n t”  in  Geimany. 
There they actua lly  appe’al to 
certa in  s tra ta  of the Nazi party, 
th a t section supposedly d isgruntled 
a t H itle r 's  fa ilu re  to carby ou t his 
"soc ia lis t”  promises. T h is  is the 
S ta lin is t method of a ttem p ting  to 
subject the workers com pletely to 
the cap ita lis ts. I t  is proposed to 
guarantee p riva te  property and to 
en lis t the support of the cap ita l
is ts by an n u llin g  a ll of H itle r 's  
res tric tions  due to w ar economy. 
The Catholics w i l l  n a tu ra lly  be 
granted fu ll freedom of worship 
—ju s t as in  Russia.

T h is  new-old lin e  of S ta lin ’s 
reveals in  a ll its  ug ly  nakedness 
the reactionary ro le of the Soviet 
d ic ta to r. Ho stands as the a rch
tra ito r  in  the ranks of the w o rk 
in g  class, guarantee ing the con
tinued existence of a capita lism  
in  u tte r  decay. S ta lin  places h im 
self a t the service o f w o rld  reac
tion  in  order to uproot the 
revo lu tiona ry  w o rk in g  class move
ment. Just as the Francos w i l l 
in g ly  sacrifice no m a tte r how 
much of the masses in  order to 
continue ru lin g  over and exp lo it
in g  w hat is le ft, so S ta lin  is
w ill in g  to sacrifice the fu tu re  of 
the .entire w orld  p ro le ta ria t in 
order to continue in  power over 
the Soviet masses.

Mothers1 Group to 
Hold Classes On 
Lenin's Classic

N E W  YORK— S ta rtin g  on Tues
day, M ay 18, a t 10 A. M „ the
Mothers Group of Local New York 
o f the Socialist W orkers P arty 
w ill hold a new series of classes 
a t 116 U n ive rs ity  PI.

The new class w il l  be on Le n in ’s 
“ State and R evo lu tion ," .w h ich  
was selected by the Mothers
Group as the na tu ra l follow-up to 
the recent series on Engels’
“ O rig in  of the F am ily .”  The in 
s truc to r w i l l  be A rlene W illiam s.

The class is  open to non-mem
bers as w e ll as members of the 
S ocia lis t W orkers Party .

A N EW  B O O K

182 Pages —  $1.00

Order from PIONEER PUBLISHERS, 116 University PL, N . Y.

Charles Pamphlet 
Warmly Received; 
Ready 2nd Edition

“Your Standard of Living —  
What’s Happening to It ,” the pop
ular new pamphlet by C. Charles, 
has had such a warm response 
from the readers in all p&rtd of 
the country that the fist edition, 
is completely sold out and a sec
ond, revised, up-to-date edition is 
rtb\V" being prepared, Pioneer 
Publishers announced this week.

F a llow ing  are reports from  some 
of the branches o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  w h ich  had taken 
bundle orders of’ the pam phlet:

CHICAGO held a Red Sunday 
on A p r il 18. com hin ing sale of the 
pamphlet w ith  d is tr ib u tio n  of The 
M il i tan t  and leafle ts fo r  its  May 
Day meeting. “ There were exactly 
25 who went out and in  an average 
tim e of one hour Sold 250 
pamphlets at a n icke l apiece. . . 
E ve ry th ing  was com plete ly o r
ganized in  advance. We had five 
teams in  five d iffe re n t sections of 
town. . . M eanwhile we had five 
women comrades assigned to 
prepare a feed fo r us a ll a t a 
cen tra lly  located home and every
one had to report in  there, where 
we held an in fo rm a l social and 
get-together fo r the rest o f the 
afternoon.

“ I t  was a w onderfu l and in s p ir
ing  afternoon and I  have never 
seen the m orale and s p ir its  soar 
so high here as tlie  reports came 
in  of the results. I t  was l ik e  a 
Dem ocratic P a rty  campaign head
quarters ge tting  the re tu rns  on the 
Presidental elections. As each 
comrade came in  to make h is  d r 
her report, he was im m ed ia te ly  
besieged and questioned, ‘How 
many did you sell?” ’

Of the 1000 copies Chicago had 
taken at th a t tim e, on ly  100 
remained fo r sale at an im p o rtan t 
CIO m eeting th a t week.

B U FFA LO : "T he  pam phlets are 
se lling  w o nd e rfu lly  we ll. Yester
day three o f us sold 38 copies 
door-to-door in  about two hours. 
I sold 2.5 copies on several o th e f 
occasions. I t  is  the m ost t im e ly  
pam phlet we have ever had and is 
of special in te rest to housewives.”

NEW  H A V E N : “ Last Wednes
day another comrade and I  can
vassed the Negro d is tr ic t.  W ith in  
approxim ate ly  40 m inutes we 
sold 16 pamphlets and collected 
90 cents. The reception and sale of 
the pam phlet has encouraged ns 
to order another 50 pamphlets. 
Please send them to us a t once.

“ Its  tim eliness, as w e ll as the 
urgency of its  top ic m atter, sold 
the pam phlet w ith  l i t t le  encour
agement. W orkers rea lize th a t 
they are being m ulcted, bu t they 
w ant to know why. and w ha t can 
be done to stop i t . ”

F L IN T : “ Please send 50 m ore 
copies. F irs t  reports o f the recep
tion  have been very good.

“ One w orker said ho was hav
ing  his ch ild ren read i t  a n t 
wished a ll h igh school boys arid 
g ir ls  could get copies. He was also 
passing i t  around among I lls  
friends. Others generally agree 
the pam phlet Is ce rta in ly  the true  
s to ry  of l iv in g  conditions today.”

SAN DIEGO: “ Swell. T h a t’s 
ju s t the type o f th in g  we heed. 
The type of lite ra tu re  you can 
give everybody you know  and i t  
h its  the spdt.”

Orders for copies of the re
vised edition, which will soon be 
ready, should be sent to Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 University PL, 
New York!

Goldman Speaks 
At N.Y. Forum

Denouncing the film  “ M ission 
to Moscow”  as an attem pted 
whitewash of S ta lin ’s crimes 
against the w o rk ing  class of. the 
Soviet Union and the w orld , A lb e rt 
Goldman spoke before an ' in 
terested audience of over 109 
workers at .th e  regu lar Sunday 
n ig h t fo rum  o f the New Y o rk  
School of Social Science las t Sun
day n igh t.

The speaker, a tto rney fo r  Leon 
T ro tsky  a t the Mexico C ity  hear
ings of the Dewey Inves tiga ting  
commission in to  the Moscow tr ia ls , 
pointed out th a t the tr ia ls  had 
been declared fram eups by th a t 
body of ou tstanding in te rna tiona l 
labor and libe ra l spokesmen.

The question period revealed 
the genuine concern in  the ranks 
of labor over th is  connivance of 
Hollywood and the S ta lin is ts  to 
lend credence to S ta lin ’s fa ls ifica 
tions and v ilif ic a tio n  o f the men 
who made the Russian revo lu
tion .

......................................

Seattle Branch
SOCIALIST WORKERS 

PARTY

Announces Opening of New 
Headquarters 

521 Pike Street, Room 7 
In Downtown Seattle 

Phone: Seneca 0453 
Hours: 12-3 and 7-9 P. M. 

Daily Except Sundays 
Monday Evenings, Open until, 

10 O’clock
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The "LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE 
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN 13 
BRANDED" — KARL MARX.

Negro Struggle
iB y  A lb e r t P a rk e r.

NAACP Conference to be Held in June
The National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored Peo
ple la ft week sent its 60(1 branches 
and youth councils a call for an 
emergency conference to be held 
in Detroit June 3-6. Part of the 
call read as follows:

"Jim Crow rides high in the 
armed forces. Negro women con
tinue to be barred from the 
WAVES, SPAR'S and Women’s 
Marine Corps Reserve. American 
soldiers die for want of nursing 
while Negro nurses, eager to 
serve, are turned down except for 
a small quqta accepted for ser
vice only in Jim Crow Army 
units. The Red Cross pleads for 
blood donations but continues to 
segregate Negro blood plasma in 
violation of every law of science. 
Negro soldiers continue to be 
killed, beaten, Jim Crowed and 
insulted.

“Jobs in war industries are still 
barred to Negroes despite the dire 
necessity created by the.manpower 
shortage. Rut the modest efforts 
to achieve more efficient and 
fuller use of the skills of Negro 
itien and women by the FEPC 
brought down.the wrath of power
ful anti-minority forces on that 
agency so that it has been reduced 
to virtually complete impotence. 
Legislation to freeze labor already 
enacted will fix Negroes—par
ticularly the nine million in 
Southern states—in their present 
menial and poorly paid jobs for 
the duration without hope dr 
prospect of upgrading. A farm 
worker can move out of the coun
try only i f  pe rm itted  b,y the coun
t r y  agen t! Do we need to spec
ulate on the chance a Negro in 
Mississippi has of obtaining such 
permission? With more than one 
million unemployed or under
employed Negro men and women 
in the United States, the Con
gress today considers legislation 
to draft labor. . .

"We must act now or all can 
be lost—not alone for ourselves 
but for every race or creed.”

But precisely what action the 
leaders of the ^JAACP propose to
take is not ihdicated in the con
ference call.

The Mar'ch-On-Washington Move
ment is also preparing for a na
tional conference, to be held in 
Chicago from June 30 to July 4.

We’ll have more to say about 
these conferences in future issues.

Nothing Doing On 
The FEPC Front-

Time marches on, but still 
nothing is being done about 
reconstituting the Fair Employ
ment Practices Committee, and 
getting it to work on the job for 
which it was ostensibly created. 
The railroad bearings were called 
off in January: in February 
Roosevelt said that they would be 
held after all; since then there 
have been no developments but 
lots of stories about the difficulty 
which TvIcNutt is having in trying 
to get someone to act as the chair
man of the reorganized committee.

Tiring of the delay (and perhaps 
wanting to apply a little pressure 
on McNutt) four of the five 
remaining members of the FEPC 
—the two Negro members and the 
representatives of the AFL and 
CIO—met last week and an
nounced that they had fixed May 
18 as the date for the holding of 
public hearings on discrimination 
cases in Washington, D. C., where 
the Capital Transit Co. still 
refuses to hire Negro conductors, 
motormen and bus operators; and 
the date of May 24 for hearings 
on discrimination in Detroit.

But lyicNutt didn’t like this, 
and he had the proposed hearings 
killed on the ground that the War 
Manpower Commission “didn’t 
want the new chairman bound” 
by any of the commitments con
tained in the present committee’s 
statement. This may be the rea
son, but there is no indication 
that McNutt will find a suitable 
chairman during the next month; 
and if he doesn’t, what harm 
would be done by the proposed 
Washington and Detroit hear
ings? How would they "bind” 
the new chairman?

After the last four months, dur
ing which even the largely inef
fective work of the FEPC has 
been completely discontinued, it 
would be no exaggeration to say 
that there isn’t an Informed 
Negro in the country who has any 
illusions about McNutt’s attitude 
toward employment discrimina
tion. And let it be borne in mind 
that even after the FEPC is re
organized, it will still be at the 
mercy of the McNutts and will 
still be subject to the same kind 
of interference and restraints that 
blew up the old committee.

More than ever, independent ac
tion and struggle against Jim 
Crowism is the duty of the labor 
and Negro movements. We’ve said 
that many times, and it ’s still the 
truth.

The Status of the 
Anti-Poll Tax Bill

By last week 193 members of 
the House of Representatives had 
signed their names to the petition 
to discharge the anti-poll tax bill 
buried by the House Judiciary 
Committee. That means 25 more 
signatures are needed to force the 
bill to a vote on the floor of the 
House.

The sooner mass pressure .ob
tains those 25 signatures, the bet
ter the chance is to get the anti
poll tax bill passed, the less is the 
chance for the Southern poll tax
ers to filibuster the bill to death 
in the Senate, as they did last 
November. And the enemies of 
the poll tax will need every such 
advantage they can get, for the 
fight to énd the poll tax is not 
only a struggle against the 
Southern Democrats but also 
against the Republicans seeking 
poll tax support and against the 
Roosevelt administration trying 
to appease the poll taxers.

International Notes
---------------- By BETTY K U E H N  -----------------

W ith the failure of Gandhi’s 21- 
day fast, non-violence as a poli
tical weapon has been discredited. 
Forced by the political pressure 
of the Indian masses to make his 
gesture against the British gov
ernment, Gandhi failed to obtain 
his release from jail. This does 
riot mean, however, that the strug
gle of the masses for national 
liberation is over.

Hunger strikes and food riots 
are following the wave of political 
strikes of last August and Novem
ber. The economic situation in 
India has brought to a permanent
ly underfed population worse 
hunger than ever.

Prices of the staple foods rice, 
wheat and millet, have risen 
600% since the beginning of the 
war. One major reason for this 
is the exports from India to the 
British arinies in the Middle East, 
Iran and Ceylon.

The situation is described as 
"truly serious” by the Commerce 
Member of the Government of 
India who adds, "the difficulties 
are most acute in Bombay city 
and province. . . Bijapur has been 
declared a famine area.” ’

Famine conditions, soaring 
prices and food riots have all been 
described by the British press 
during the last few months.

Yet the Secretary of State for 
India, Amery, has said "There is 
no famine, and no widespread 
prevalence of acute shortage.” 
And further, “with care and proper 
distribution, there should be 
enough to go round, arid there Is 
no cause for alarm.”

However, no rationing of any 
kind has been instituted. As a 
result, what few gestures of price- 
fixing have been made, are com
pletely useless.

“Price control has proved in

effective against hoarders of 
wheat in the Punjab. The Com
merce Member who has charge of 
the Food Department admits the 
difficulty of adopting stern 
measures against hoarders in  vieu> 
of the p o litica l s itua tion . . . The 
black market flourishes every
where including Delhi, though 
police do not hesitate to arrest 
re ta il shopkeepers who commit 
offences.”  wrote a Manchester 
G uardian  correspondent recently.

“The government does nothing 
about the promoters of the famine 
because it requires their political 
support, and instead attacks the 
middlemen who are partly victims 
of these same promoters,” com
ments the Mid-March War Com
m entary  of England.

As the British regime is hated 
by the masses, its sole support 
comes from those who are 
profiteering from food scarcity and 
selling supplies to the British and 
the U. S. armed forces in India: 
the landlords, importers, food con
cerns, money-lenders, speculators, 
etc.

Any steps to establish ration
ing and fixed prices, to prosecute 
price violators and hoarders, 
would be blows at those very 
elements on which the British 
regime rests.___________________

Basic T ra in in g  Course 
in  M a rx ism

EVERY FR ID A Y N IG H T  
from 8:15 to 9:45 P. M.

A new sessi on of the Basic 
Training Course begins on 

May 13, 1943 
Friends and members are 

urged to enroll now 
Inquire 4th floor 

116 University PI., N . Y . C.

‘Mission To Moscow' Continues A Frameup
(Continued from page 1)

It must be constantly emphasized that the film  entitled 
( "Mission To Moscow”  is not a picture of the hook “ Mission. To 

Moscow.”  It. is not a film showing the ideas of Davies concern
ing the trials as reported by him while ambassador and while 
they were staged. There is, so to speak, a frameup within a 
frameup. The public is led to believe that the picture presents 
the ideas of Davies as they are given in his book. That is not 
so. It presents (he ideas o f only two or three pages of the hook, 
those few pages which he wrote after H itle r attacked, the Soviet 
Union. The film  presents, a picture of the trials in accordance 
with the present interpretation of Davies and not in accordance 
with his interpretation at the time he saw the trials and made 
his reports.

What judgment did Davies pass on the trials at the time 
they were staged? He makes several observations about which 
! shall summarize.

1. "1 confess,”  he writes, "that the situation has me 
guessing.”  I lad he stuck to that formula he would, at least, have 
showed that he is an honest man.

2. In general he expresses the belief that the defendants 
were guilty. But this is the interesting point, that he does not 
think they were guilty of the actual Charges levelled against 
them but of general political opposition. He does not say so 
in so many words but the clear inference is that he thinks that 
Stalin was executing all political opponents. The defendants 
were guilty, according to Davies, of seeking to overthrow Stalin 
hut not of charges like sabotage or conspiracy with foreign 
governments to divide Soviet territory.

3: He believes the defendants guilty because they con
fessed, taking a technical legal position that by virtue Of the 
confessions the state made out its case, against the defendants. 
A t the same time he asks a legitimate question and gives a 
correct answer. This question and answer destroy his technical 
legal position. lie  asks why the trials were staged on such an 
elaborate scale since the defendants confessed. Davies answers 
the question by saying that the trials were really held to 
discredit Trotsky.

That is correct but, i f  that is so. then the confessions do 
not have the weight that he gives to them. I f  Trotsky is the 
real defendant, the confessions are only evidence against him 
and, as a lawyer, Davies should not accept this evidence as 
final but should' listen to the evidence of the real defendant, 
Trotsky. And i f  Trotsky succeeds in presenting evidence prov
ing the confessions to be false, as he did, then not only is 
Trotsky not gu ilty but all of the defendants of the various 
trials.

Because, the guilt of the defendants was predicated on the 
leadership of Trotsky it  follows that, i f  Trotsky is not guilty, 
even they who confessed are not guilty. Were Davies,a good 
lawyer he would have sèen this simple point.

4. As far as the execution of the Red Arm y commanders 
is concerned, Davies expresses the opinion that the army leaders 
were gu ilty  only 'of a plot to prevent the party from controlling 
the army. Then he remarks; "W ith  characteristic speed Stalin 
killed o ff all potential leadership.”

I f  Davies were a half-honest person he would insist that 
the'film  present all of his ideas and opinions at the time the 
tr ia l?  were staged. He could then Show that his opinions had 
changed. But Davies is liot interested in simple honesty. He 
is only interested in a war for justice, humanity, the four free
doms. international law and incidentally in a system which 
permits him to accumulate and retain huge investments.

W ill the picture show what Davies reported about the 
testimony of one of the defendants—Serebryakov? “ 1 noticed,”  
Davies writes, "that after Serebryakov, who was an old railroad 
man, was called to his feet, to corroborate the fact o f a pecu
lia rly  horrible crime (which he did laconically) he sat down 
quite unconcerned and yawned.”

W ill the picture show what Davies reported in the case of 
one of the defendants that the prosecutor'"had even to admori- 
ish him to get down to thé case and not embroider his testimony 
with additional crimes” ?

' W ill the'picture show that one of the defendants in the 
third Moscow trial, Krestinsky, repudiated his confession on 
the first day of the tria l and repudiated his repudiation on 
the very next day?

Davies Has In tu it io n s

Davies changed his mind about the significance, of the 
trials and purges. Good! A man has a right to change his mind.
In his book Davies tells the world what led him to change his 
mind. He delivered a speech at the Univ. of Chicago in June 
1941, after H itler attacked the Soviet Union. Some one asked 
him : what about fifth  columnists in Russia? And “ right o ff the 
anvil,”  to Use his expression, he answered, “ There aren’t any — 
they shot them.”  And that day, he says, while he was on the 
train he thought about the trials and he realized that he had 
completely missed their significance. He, together with others, 
were in fact disposed to discount them. But now he realized 
that the people who were executed were the fifth  columnists 
who ljad connections with Hitler.

Mr. Davies then, like Mr. H itler, has intuitions. D id jie  
make any attempt to verify his new intuition about the trials 
by an examination of all the evidence pro and con? ft would 
not have been difficu lt for him to investigate and examine all 
of the evidence available.

The Charges at the Trials
There were three Moscow trials, the-first in August 1936 

against 16 people and commonly known as the Zinoviev tria l, 
the second in January 1937 involving 17 persons and generally 
referred to as the Radek-Pyatakov tria l, the th ird in March 
1938 involving 21 persons and known as the Bukharin trial. 
AIT thé defendants confessed and all were found guilty. W ith 
the exception of a few who were given prison sentences, they 
were all executed. Most of the defendants spent manyyears 
in the revolutionary movement and played leading roles in the 
Russian Revolution.

Since the Commission headed by John Dewey conducted 
its investigation in 1937 it dealt only with the first two trials.

The main charges in all o f the trials were that, under the 
leadership of Trotsky, the defendants did the following;

1 Conspired to commit and did commit terroristic acts 
against Spviet officials. ;

2. Conspired to and actually did sabotage and wreck
industry. I

3. Conspired with the German and Japanese govern
ments to wage war on the Soviet Union and cede territory to 
thèse governments.

To prove these charges the prosecution depended solely on 
the testimony of some defendants and one witness to the. effect 
that they conversed w ith Trotsky who gave them written and 
oral instruètions for terrorism and sabotage and who informed 
them that he was in contact with German and Japanese offi
cials.

Although documentary evidence was promised not one bit 
of it was produced, the witnesses stating that all letters and 
memoranda were destroyed or lost. The case for the prosecu
tion therefore rested on the verbal testimony of some defend
ants and tine witness. We undertook, before the Dewey Com
mission, to disprove the testimony o f the main witnesses and 
thus shatter thé whple case.

Pyatakov, Holtzman, Berman-Yurin and Fritz David were 
the defendants and Vladim ir Romhi was the witness who 
claimed direct contact with Trotsky. We conclusively proved 
that these people were lying.

Holtzman claimed that, by pre-arrangement with Sedov, 
Trotsky’s son, he came to Copenhagen in November, 1932, 
when Trotsky was iherc to lecture to the students at the Uni
versity. lie  testified that he met Sedov in 'the  vestibule of the 
Hotel Bristol and then visited Trotsky. It was proved that 
there was no.Hotel Bristol in Copenhagen.

We proved that Sedov never was in Copenhagen since he 
was unable to get permission from the German government to 
leave Berlin and return. We proved bv many witnesses who 
were constantly with Trotsky that Berman-Yurin and Fritz 
David, who also claimed that they saw Trotsky in Copenhagen, 
could not possibly have been there.

Pyatakov testified that he flew from Berlin to Oslo, Nor
way in. December, 1935 and saw Trotsky in Norway. We 
proved that no foreign plane landed in the Oslo airdrome in 
December, 1935. The testimony was then changed to designate 
the K je llar airdrome as the one where Pyatakov landed. But 
unfortunately for Vyshinsky, the prosecutor, it  was proved 
that no foreign plane landed in that field in December, 1935. 
Other-testimony also showed that Pvatakov was lying when 
he stated that he saw Trotsky in 1935.

V ladim ir Romm, a foreign correspondent for Tass, the 
Soviet News Agency, testified that he saw Trotsky in Paris in 
late July 1933, and received instructions for Radek. We proved 
that Trotsky could not have been and was not in Paris at that 
time.

Thus we prove the only concrete evidence linking Trotsky 
to the defendants to be sheer fabrication. The whole case, rest
ing as it did on this testimony, fell to pieces.

We did not of course confine ourselves simply to disprov
ing the testimony of those who claimed to have talked with 
Trotsky. By means of everything that 'Trotsky wrote, by all 
of his activities during his whole revolutionary career, we 
proved; that the charges of terrorism, sabotage and conspiracy 
with the German and Japanese governments to war on the 
Soviet Union were fantastic and utterly false.

Dewey Commission ’s Findings
In the first place we showed that the defendants were not 

Trotskyists, that those who once had been Trotsky’s supporters 
had long ago capitulated to Stalin and that they were all poli
tical enemies of Trotsky. AVe showed that Trotsky was a prin
cipled bpponent of terrorism and sabotage. We proved that 
his hopes for defeating the Stalinist bureaucracy rested partly 
upon the building of industry in the Soviet Union and the 
consequent improvement in the life of the’ masses. We intro
duced the testimony of engineers who were in the Soviet Union, 
to the effect that whatever disasters occurred to industrial plants 
w ithin the Soviet Union were the result prim arily of bureau
cratic incompeiency. One o f -the purposes of the tria ls was to 
shift the responsibility for the failure of industry from the 
Stalinist bureaucracy to alleged wreckers.

We proved that Trotsky never wavered from his position 
of defending the Soviet Union in any war against a capitalist 
state. Even after these abominable frameups, Trotsky re
mained steadfast in his position of defense of the Soviet Union. 
When Stalin attacked Finland, Trotsky, while condemning the 
attack, defended the Soviet Union, in opposition to public opin
ion in the capitalist democracies and in oppositon to a m inority 
in the Trotskyist movement-itself.

Even after Stalin succeeded in having one of his GPU 
agents murder Trotsky, we, the followers of Trotsky’s ideas, 
did not swerve from our attitude of defense of the Soviet Union. 
We differentiate between the Stalinist totalitarian regime and 
the Soviet Union which is a complex o f institutions based on 
nationalized property brought into existence by the October 
Revolution led by Lenin and Trotsky.

The prosecutor Vyshinsky and other Stalinist function
aries naturally had to claim that all o f the public writings of 
Trotsky were only for the purpose of concealing his real pur
poses and actions. In one of the most powerful sections of his 
great speech, delivered before the Dewey Commission, Trotsky 
showed what an absurd argument that is. His public writings, 
consisting of tens of thousands o f pages, must have necessarily 
taken up all o f his time. Accepting the testimony of the w it
nesses at the Moscow trials, Trotsky spent at the very most 
about three days for his alleged plots against the Soviet Union.
In other words, Trotsky spent all o f his life camouflaging ac
tivities which took only three days. As Trotsky put it, it  is 
like building a skyscraper to camouflage a dead rat.

On the basis of all of the evidence that was presented to 
it, the Dewey Commission found Trotsky and his son Sedov 
not gu ilty and declared the Moscow trials to be frameups.

The question can be raised by Davies, as it  has been 
raised by many others, as to why the defendants confessed.
It is of course impossible, without getting at the archives of the 
GPU or without getting a tru th fu l statement from those who 
engineered the confessions and trials, to be certain how the 
GPU got the defendants to make fantastic confessions. The fact 
that people may differ as to the reasons compelling innocent 
men to confess to a crime does not mean that the confessions 
have any valid ity. The fact that we may not be able to ex
plain why revolutionists confessed to impossible crimes does 
not make the confessions any the more truthfu l. The truth or 
falsity of the confessions must be judged by all the evidence.

The Dewey Commission examined the question of the rea
sons for the confessions.' Witnesses who were in Soviet jails, 
as political prisoners, testified to the methods used by the GPU 
to compel fantastic confessions. Torture and threats to their 
families fina lly  broke the defendants who had been previously 
demoralized by capitulations to Stalin. For a fu ller explana
tion, one should read Trotsky’s speech before the Dewey Com
mission.

D avies and  the  Dewey C om m iss ion

All of this evidence was certainly available to Davies. 
Most of the evidence was published in "The Case of Leon 
Trotsky.”  A ll of ihe evidence was analyzed in: the book "N ot 
G u ilty ”  and the findings and verdict of the Dewey Commission 
are included in that book.
“  An honest person frequently has intuitions about some

thing or other but where there is evidence available he verifies 
his intuitions by the evidence. An honest person would have 
read all o f the evidence before passing judgment on the basis
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of his intuition. An honest person would, i f  he disagreed with 
the findings of the Commission, show why he disagreed.

Can Davies claim that he never heard of the Dewey Com
mission and its report? Hardly. A fter the tremendous publicity 
given lo the investigation, it is not possible that Davies would 
be ignorant of it. 1 do not claim that Davies is illiterate. 1 
claim only that he is dishonest.

Mr. Davies felt that some justification for his intuition 
was necessary and he presents the argument that the lack of 
quislings in the Soviet Union proves that ail those who were 
executed were quislings, in league with the German and Jap
anese high command. M r. Davies has a very queer logic. 
Stalin executes men who have devoted their lives to the revolu
tionary movement and played leading roles in the Soviet gov
ernment. H itler attacks the Soviet Union and, because there 
are no quislings, it follows that the men executed were quislings. 
According to that logic, i f  M r. Roosevelt were to execute Mr. 
Davies on a frameup and no quislings appeared on the scene 
subsequent to the demise of Mr. Davies, it would prove that 
M r. Davies was a quisling in the pay of Hitler.

I f  M r. Davies wants to know why no quislings appeared' 
on the Soviet scene he must study the social character of the 
Soviet Union. I f  we use the term quisling to designate a fas
cist movement preferring the victory of H itler, then only capi
talist countries can give birth to such a movement. For fascism 
is a movement whose social base rests on decaying capitalism. 
That does not mean that H itler would not find people in the 
Soviet bureaucracy who would cooperate with him in case he 
succeeded in achieving a final victory. But the people cooper
ating with him would come from the Soviet bureaucracy and 
not from the revolutionary opposition to that bureaucracy.

Davies suggests the argument used by many others to 
prove that the executed revolutionists were quislings, and that 
is, the fierce resistance and victories o f the Red Arm y in the 
present war. But then, what explains the colossal defeats of 
the Red Army in the summer of 1941? What explains the ter
rible fact that the German army is fighting on Soviet soil and 
not vice versa? An honest person, examining the evidence and 
concluding that the Red Arm y generals who were executed were 
innocent and were loyal and able men, would contend that the 
Red Arm y might not have suffered any defeats were it  not for 
the execution of the generals.

Do the victories of the Red Arm y last winter prove that 
Erlich and Alter, the two Polish-Jewish socialists executed by 
Stalin, were Nazi agepts?

Appeasing Stalin
In reality the explanation for the intuition of M r. Davies 

lies in the fact that Flitler attacked the Soviet Union and thus 
made Stalin a partner of Churchill and Roosevelt in the war 
for democracy, humanity, justice, international law, the four 
freedoms, and, incidentally, to safeguard the investments of 
M r. Davies and those like him. I t  is significant that his in tu i
tion coincides with his material interests.

Stalin never succeeded in convincing the public opinion 
o f the world that the Moscow trials had any basis of truth. 
He must be grateful indeed to Davies, to Warner Brothers and 
to the American government for a book and a film  which pic
tures him not as the criminal that he is but as a far-sighted 
leader hesitating at no measures, no matter how cruel and 
brutal, to safeguard his country.

T he  M oscow and M in n e a p o lis  T ria ls

The fact that a bookF'like "Mission to Moscow”  is made 
into a film  shows how far a certain section of the American 
capitalist class is w illing to go to appease the Kremlin dicta
tor. It is in reality a small price for Joseph E. Davies and those 
who think as he does, to pay for Stalin’s good w ill.

Davies and others like him are interested in getting Sta
lin ’s cooperation to suppress any possible revolution in Europe 
and to continue Stalin’s frameups is part of the price they are 
w illing to pay to achieve their objective. What does it  matter 
to them that historic truth is violated by the film? These peo
ple who claim to be fighting for justice, democracy, tru th  and 
many other beautiful thingsTind it very easy to take the great
est lie in history and try  to palm it o ff as historic truth on 
the American people.

In the last analysis Davies and those like him1 know that 
it  is not only in the interests of Stalin but in the interests of 
their own class to continué the vile slanders against revolution
ists who devoted their lives to the cause of humanity.

Here it must be pointed out that consistency is not an at
tribute of people like Davies when it comes to struggling 
against revolutionary forces. The theory that Davies has at 
present is that the defendants in the Moscow trials were T ro t
skyists and were guilty of conspiring w ith Flitler and the M i
kado. That is, they are betrayers o f the teachings o f Lenin. 
But in the city of Minneapolis 28 Trotskyists and CIO mem
bers were put on tria l by the government for being revolution
ists and followers o f Lenin.

Anything goes in order to persecute revolutionists.
Not all capitalists and their representatives are happy at 

the thought of whitewashing Stalin’s criminal career. There 
are too many contradictions and conflicts w ithin the capitalist 
class to permit unanimity o f opinion on the question o f what 
attitude should be taken to Stalin,

Of one thing we can be certain. If, among the capitalist 
class there is a certain section that frowns upon the white
washing of Stalin, it is not because it  is interested in historic 
truth, but because it looks upon Stalin as a potential enemy. 
He is, after all, at the hèad of the Soviet Union, a country 
from which the capitalist system has been driven out by the 
masses.

Only a small group of intellectuals possess a sense o f honor 
and a devotion to truth sufficiently great to protest against 
the continuation, by means of a film , of Stalin’s slanders and 
frameups.

Slander As a Weapon
Slander is a weapon that always has been and always 

w ill be used by the forces of reaction against the forces of pro
gress. In the period of the Russian Revolution, Lenin and 
Trotsky were designated as German agents by the reactionary 
forces of Russia and of other countries including our own.

In a struggle to preserve a social system based on exploita
tion and justified by lies the defenders of that system do not 
hesitate to use the filthiest slanders against the protagonists of 
a new social order.

But violence and slander in the service of reaction can 
at best prevail temporarily. Stalin and Davies represent, es
sentially, the same forces of reaction, though Stalin happens 
to be at the head of a degenerated workers’ state. Both de
fend a world based on violence and lies and one of their weapons 
must necessarily be slander.

The slanders of Stalin and Davids cannot solve the social 
problems confronting mankind. They are impotent against the 
truth and their impotence w ill show itself, i f  not today, then 
tomorrow. Unable to bear any longer the world of agony which 
the lies of Stalin and Davies want to preserve, the masses 
armed with the truth of socialism, w ill destroy that world 
and build a new social order in which the slanders o f Stalin 
and Davies w ill be buried forever.



F O U R T H E  - M I L I T A N T SATURDAY, MAY I, 1943

THE militant!
Published in the interests of the 

Working People

VOL. V I I— No. 18 Saturday, May 1, 1943

Published Weekly by 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  PUB LISHING  ASS’N  

at 11/5 University Place, New York, N. Y . 
Telephone: ALgonquin 4-8547

Editor:
GEORGE BREITMAN

TH E  M IL IT A N T  follows-the policy of permit
ting its contributors to present their own views 
In signed articles. These views therefore do not 
necessarily represent the policies of T H E  M IL I
TA N T which are expressed in its editorials.

Subscriptions: $2.00 per year; $1.00 for 6 months. 
Foreign: $3.00 per year, $1.50 for 6 months. Bun
dle orders: 3 cents per copy in the United States; 
4 cents per copy in all foreign countries. Single 
copies: 5 cents.

To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  th e  gov
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
un ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

S. F u ll  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro 
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig 
ila n te  and fasc is t attacks.

7. A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm e rs ’ G ove rn 
m en t.

9 . D e fen d  the  S ovie t U n io n  against im 
p e r ia lis t a ttack .

How To Fight The 
Wage-Freezing Order

Two months ago the coal miners began to nego
tiate for wage increases to meet the rising cost of 
living. But unlike the other unions since Pearl 
Harbor, 1 he miners union has showed by all o f its 
behavior that it means business. Its determined 
stand aroused the support and enthusiasm of the 
rank and file members of all unions, AFL, CIO 
and railroad brotherhoods.

Roosevelt answered the United Mine Workers’ 
demands with his “ hold-the-line”  order freezing 
the wages of the great m ajority of the workers 
and authorizing the subsequent M cNutt order 
freezing jobs o f 27,000,000 workers. The coal mine 
operators answered the United Mine Workers by 
standing pat behind Roosevelt and urging that the 
case be turned over to the War Labor Board to 
be decided in their favor in line with the L ittle  
Steel formula. The case has now gone to the W ar 
Labor Board and the press is freely discussing 
the use of the army and draft boards to smash 
any resolute action by the miners to achieve their 
deptands.

The fight o f the miners has now come to a head, 
and with it the struggle of the whole labor move
ment to defend its liv ing standards in wartime. 
For the fight of the miners is the fight of all la
bor., The United Mine Workers are fighting not 
only for §2 a day, but against the entire wage
freezing, job-freezing program of the administra
tion. What Roosevelt and the labor baiters arc 
challenging is not only the United Mine Workers 
and John L. Lewis, but the whole union move
ment. I f  the miners can be defeated today, i t  w ill 
be trebly hard for other workers to secure wage 
raises tomorrow. I f  the government and the em
ployers are permitted to crush the mine union now, 
it w ill be easier for them 'to do the same to any 
other union raising justified demands in the fu 
ture. I f  M urray and Green stand back and let the 
enemies of labor drive a knife into the heart of 
the UMW , they w ill be responsible for helping 
to throw all o f the unions backward.

The present situation indicates the obvious 
course for the labor movement to fo llow : the im
mediate convocation of a conference of represent
atives from the AFL, CIO, railroad brotherhoods 
and UMW , for a single purpose: to fight the 
Roosevelt wage-freezing and job-freezing order.

A ll the labor leaders are ostensibly agreed on 
the need for such a fight. They have all commit
ted themselves against the Roosevelt order, they 
have all expressed opposition to i t  as a measure 
striking at the interests of labor. But mere dfccla-

In Remembrance 
Of Carlo Tresca

B y  James T . F a r re ll

rations of protests, mere speeches and statements 
are not enough. Action must supplement verbal 
protests or they go ignored as all of M urray’s and 
Green's protests have gone ignored at the White 
House. The workers, who know how ineffective 
it is to merely SPEAK their grievances to the 
bosses, must see to it  that the leaders of their 
unions f i t  their actions to their words of protest.

The United Mine Workers’ struggle would of 
course be strengthened tenfold by the support of 
a labor movement united in action against the 
Roosevelt order. It is' in the interests p f the m i
ners for Lewis to issue a genuine call for a united 
conference and not to rely, as he has done, on 
perfunctory appeals to labor’s ranks and peremp
tory demands on the other union leaders.

What action should a united conference of la
bor take in the present situation? It should decide 
on and carry out an immediate withdrawal of all 
union members from the War Labor Board and 
other government agencies.

The labor leaders say that they oppose Roose
velt’s freezing order, but they continue to sit on 
and support the agencies carrying out that order. 
The labor leaders say that they support the miners' 
demands, but their representatives on the War La
bor Board joined with the other W LB members 
last week in ordering the miners not to take inde
pendent action to win their demands. The labor 
leaders denounce the L ittle  Steel formula but they 
let a leader of the railroad brotherhoods accept 
a seat on the coal panel of the W LB which is com
mitted to the L ittle  Steel formula.

The unions should withdraw from the War La
bor Board, thus destroying the claim of “ impar
tia lity ”  behind which i t  "wields the headsman’s 
axe against the workers of this country.”  This sim
ple step would demonstrate the strength of labor, 
just as it did in 1941 when the CIO ’s withdrawal 
from the WLB's predecessor blew that body up 
and gained the demands of the captive miners. 
For bodies likb the W LB cannot function w ith
out the support of the unions.

The experience of the last 17 months has shown 
that workers cannot depend on the labor leaders 
to take the in itiative for the mobilization o f uni
ted labor action. These labor leaders have shown 
on numerous occasions that they place their petty 
personal interests ahead of the interests of the 
workers, that m ilitant action is alien to them and 
they are afraid of it. Experience of recent weeks 
—  when Murray and Green were first silent on 
Roosevelt’s order and then compelled to speak out 
against it — has also shown that the labor leaders 
are subject to the pressure o f the ranks of their 
unions. In the interests of the miners, in the in
terests of all workers, pressure for united labor ac
tion should now be exerted on the AFL, CIO and 
railroad union leaders

Punishment To 
Fit The Crime

The House Judiciary Committee last week 
opened hearings on a b ill which would provide a 
death penalty or a m illion dollar fine for members 
of industrial management convicted of deliberate
ly  and knowingly manufacturing defective war 
matérial.

The b ill was introduced as a result of the recent 
discovery of corporation scandals showing that U. 
S. Steel, Anaconda Copper and National Bronze 
and Aluminum officials had deliberately sold sub
standard and defective steel armor plate, wire cable 
and airplane parts, thus endangering the lives of 
countless men in the armed forces and merchant 
marine of the United States and its allies.

It is not d ifficu lt to understand why this b ill 
was introduced by Representative Hobbs (D., 
A la.), the poll tax demagogue whose anti-labor 
b ill to fine and arrest workers for conducting or
dinary trade union activities was passed by the 
House last month. Introduction of such a b ill 
gives him the opportunity to pose as an “ impar
tia l”  defender of “ the public interest”  and thus 
to secure more support for his anti-labor b ill in 
the Senate where it is now under consideration.

The b ill to punish deliberate sale of defective 
war material w ill undoubtedly get the verbal sup
port of other reactionaries of the same stripe who 
know that by speaking for it  they can get cheap 
favorable publicity under cover of which they can 
push new measures against the labor movement 
for “ sabotage,”  etc.; and who know that it  has l i t 
tle chance of being adopted at the present time 
anyhow.

it  is hard to imagine that the present Congress' 
which is the servant, body,and soul, o f the big 
corporations — and which abolished the $25,000 
salary lim it to protect the wealthy —  would be 
interested in adopting legislation to punish them: 
There is also no reason for believing-that the ad
ministration is interested in pushing such a b ill 
when the representatives o f all its war production 
agencies have been rushing into print in the last 
few weeks defending U. S. Steel and assuring the 
world at large that its steel armor plate was all 
right, even though it  was substandard.

The passage of the b ill now before the House 
Judiciary Committee would make all the corpora
tion officials more careful not to be caught at their 
criminal practices and it  would discourage many 
from continuing them altogether. For this reason 
a Trotskyist member o f Congress would vote for 
the passage of the bill. But as he did so, he would 
warn the workers that its passage alone could not 
end the murderous frauds of the corporations for 
it would not do away with the cause o f such frauds: 
the profit motive which always comes first with the 
capitalist class.

We favor a far more drastic measure than the 
b ill introduced by Hobbs, we advocate ending the 
dangerous practices o f the capitalists by taking 
away from them the control of production and 
placing i t  in the hands of democratically-elected 
committees of workers.

The fo llo w in g  tr ib u te  to Carlo Tresca, a n ti
fascist m a rty r, was w r itte n  by James T. F a rre ll, 
noted w r ite r  and cha irm an of the C iv il R ights  
Defense Committee, on w h ich  Tresca also served 
as an officer. I t  is  rep rin ted  w ith  perm ission of 
th e , au thor fro m  a special m em oria l issue of 
Tresca's paper, II  Martello.

The weeks which have elapsed since Carlo 
Tresca was brutally annihilated have not dulled 
one’s pain of loss. Time can never fully heal the 
wounds caused by his murder: time can never 
cool one’s anger: time can never teach us fully 
to assimilate the awful meaning lodged in these 
simple words—Carlo Tresca is no more.

Carlo Tresca was one of the heroes of the 
American labor movement. He was a living link 
with the past that is represented by such names 
as Eugene Debs and Big Bill Haywood. Until his 
very last breath, he was an active fighter. He con
tributed his services to the American labor and 
radical movement as a militant organizer, ap 
editor, an orator, a defender of civil liberties and 
workers’ rights. Whenever a class struggle issue 
arose, Carlo Tresca knew on which side he be
longed, and there he was to be found. Carlo Tresca 
was a revolutionist.

A  L ife lo n g  A nti-Fasc is t
His guiding ideal was that of a humanity more 

free than it has ever been in the past. He knew 
that in order even to march toward achieving th a t' 
ideal, he must fight capitalism and capitalists. 
From the very day that Benito Mussolini marched 
on Rome in a sleeping car, Carlo Tresca was an 
anti-fascist. All through days when Mussolini was 
making the trains of Italy run on time (at least 
in the American press), when the American news
papers had eliminated beggars from the streets of 
Italy, when American bankers were shaking the 
hand of Mussolini and loaning him money, when 
I I  Duce was even regarded by some Americans aS 
the saviour of Italy — Carlo Tresca fought Ita l
ian fascism relentlessly. And his struggle against 
fascism in these days was only one of his many 
services to the American labor and radical move
ment. »(,<'•¡*‘1

I  think that the politics of Carlo Tresca can 
more or less be described as Anarcho-Communism. 
His ideal of freedom was that posited in Anarch
ism. Not an organizational man in the sense that 
Marxian revolutionists are, he saw clearly the 
need to work with and through organizations 
while he maintained his own independence of ac
tion. He cooperated with practically all groups, 
organizations, parties on the left except with the 
Stalinists. We know why he did hot collaborate 
with them. His rejection of Stalinism is but one 
of the mark? of honor associated with his career.

Carlo Tresca maintained his independence of 
action, not as an excuse for doing nothing as some

do, but because it flowed out of his convictions, 
his measured estimation of his own role in the 
labor and radical movement, and out of his free 
and generous personality. In  many ways, he pos
sessed the stature as a man which permitted him 
to follow such a political course. All who knew 
him are aware of his sharp sense of responsibility, 
his political seriousness, his devotion and loyalty 
to a great cause.

There are many who sincerely disagreed with 
him on this or that tactic, on this or that theore
tical question: I recall one summer evening when 
I  had a long discussion with Carlo on the nature 
of the state. We parted in amicable disagreement. 
At this moment, these differences seem secondary 
as one recalls the image of Carlo to mind, remem
bers him addressing mass meetings briefly looks 
back on events of his long and valiant career.

T h e  Last G rim  H o n o r
I  am convinced that, had Carlo Tresca not been 

a revolutionist, he never would have been as
sassinated. The assassin’s bullet is the last grim 
honor that is often paid to a revolutionist. There 
is no consolation in realizing this. There can be 
no consolation for those who knew and loved 
Carlo Tresca. Grimly, they pay him honor. With 
no gross motives of vengeance, do they demand 
that the assassins be tracked down. This murder 
was more than a crime perpetrated against the 
mortal flesh of Carlo Tresca: his murder was a 
crime against the whole American labor and radi
cal movement. Unless it be exposed, others are in 
danger. Those who destroyed Carlo Tresca have 
given unmistakable warning that no lives are 
sacred to them. Who killed Carlo Tresca? Why? 
These questions must be hurled forth again and 
again as challenges. We do not know their an
swers. We want to know. We do know that his 
bitterest enemies were the fascists and the Stalin
ists. We know why both these groups hated him. 
Suspicion has been cast in these directions. The 
enemies of Carlo were in command of power, re
sources, bullets. But their power, their resources, 
their bullets must never choke these questions.

There is a personal pain one must feel if  one 
knew and loved Carlo as a friend and as a collab
orator in civil liberties cases. We cherish what 
links of personal association we had with him. We 
remember his geniality, his warmth, his humor, 
his great sense of life. Words still seem to be 
inadequate, even too hollow, to give adequate ex
pression to these personal feelings and memories

Ofie’s life has been the richer to have known 
Carlo: now we are more poor. We have been rob
bed of a friend. The working class and the radical 
movement have been robbed of a friend and a 
leader. To his memory, let us offer these words 
of farewell:

“Carlo, we will not forget: we will not relent: 
each in our appointed way, carry on.”

Report Anti-Labor 
Despotism in Bolivia

Bolivian capitalists maintain 
within their country conditions 
bordering on serfdom; workers 
are deliberately kept in ignorance 
and poverty; their attempts to 
improve their living standards 
through organization are brutally 
smashed. This was the conclusion 
of a joint United States-Bolivian 
Investigating Commission which 
was appointed on the first of the 
year to get the facts behind the 
recent massacre of striking tin 
workers by the Bolivian govern
ment.

At the time of the strike the 
U. S. ambassador to Bolivia joined 
the Bolivian government and 
capitalists in smearing the Strikers 
as Nazi sabdteurs. I t  was the

vigorous protest voiced by the 
American labor movement which 
was primarily responsible for the 
appointment of the investigating 
Commission.

According to PM  of April 23, 
the Commission’s report has been 
submitted to the Bolivian govern
ment and “unfolds a picture of 
feudal economic life and blames 
both the government and the em
ployers for the plight of the peo
ple.”

The commission makes recom
mendations for major economic 
and political reforms. An im
portant reform advocated is the 
granting to the workers of the 
right to organize and bargain 
collectively.

The report declares, “The evi
dence collected by the Commission 
is sufficient to show that trade 
union activities do not pursue a 
free and normal course in Bolivia.

“The unsatisfactory situation in 
Bolivia with respect to freedom 
of association and collective bar
gaining must, in the opinion of 
the Commission, be attributed 
mainly to three causes: “The 
reserved and suspicious attitude 
that is often adopted by the au
thorities; the economic control ex
ercised by many enterprises over 
their employes and the funda
mental hostility of many of the 
employers.”
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Bermuda Parley Leaves 
Refugee Problem Unsolved
While millions have already died, and countless 

others are slated to die in the Gestapo's slaughter- 
chambers or face a living death in slave labor, the 
International Refugee Conference came to a close 
this week in Bermuda. The delegates met, talked, 
passed the buck- back and forth, and adjourned. To 
all intents and purposes this is the sum total of the 
conference’s results and attainments.

Great secrecy surrounded the sessions of the con
ference. The delegates tried to explain it away as 
an indispensable protection for steps contemplated 
in behalf of the refugees. In reality the lid was 
clamped down in an effort to hide the unwillingness 
and inability of the "democracies” to settle the prob
lem, or even to face it squarely.

Apparently the secrecy is to continue even after 
the conference’s adjournment. For just before it  ended, 
newsmen were told, according to the N . Y . Times of 
April 27, that “public disclosure of the contents of 
the (final) report may be delayed for some time. .

In spite of attempts to keep from the world the 
failure of the conference to formulate any practical 
and concrete plan, statements of participating dele
gations reveal that neither America nor England 
wished to take the least responsibility for the plight 
of the refugees.

To befein with, the American delegates insisted that 
the conference be bound by the State Department note 
of last February which stated that refugees should 
be kept as near as possible to the areas where they 
now are. This meant, of course, that the United 
States would not allow the use of its territory for 
refugee relocation and would continue to maintain 
immigration barriers against the suffering European 
peoples. This was reported on April 22.

The following day the Times reported that the 
British countered the American move by “the posi
tive assertion that the conference would not alter 
the British Government’s White Paper policy, re
stricting Jewish immigration into Palestine to about 
29,000 for the five years ending March 1944.” Thus 
British-controlled territory was likewise ruled out as 
a haven for the victims of fascism.

By April 26 a compromise had been worked out 
between the two groups —  a “temporary compromise” 
which envisioned the establishment of refugee settle
ments in remote sections of North A frfica and 
Ethiopia,

But even this appears destined to be a meaning
less gesture for the Times reported that “it is be
lieved that .the North African plan may run counter 
to militay considerations and therefore be subject to 
American objections.”

All of which leaves the refugees and their burn
ing problems exactly where they were before the con
ference convened.

A ‘Legal’ Angle of the 
British Terror in India

For the past nine months the Indian people have 
been terrorized and often massacred by their British 
masters, while the Congess leaders, Gandhi, Nehru 
and others were held in jail for the crime of demand
ing freedom for their country.

I t  appears now that this has all been illegal!
On April 27 the New Delhi federal court ruled that 

the “Defense of India Rule 26,” under which the B rit
ish had acted, was invalid. The court held the B rit
ish “went beyond the powers which the legislature 
thought f it  to confer on the central government.” 

The Indian martyrs who fell before the whips and 
guns of the British Colonial administrators, w ill no 
doubt be glad to know that their agony was “in
valid.”

However, new laws are easily created by a ruling 
class to serve its own interests —  and the “invalid
ity” of the British reign of terror will, without ques
tion, be corrected.

For, as an unnamed British functionary said to an 
Associated Press reporter immediately after the court 
had labeled these acts invalid, the Viceroy could 
“put the matter right” overnight by simply issuing 
an ordinance.

The Indian masses may rest assured that their 
persecutions will be found “legal,” regardless of what 
the New Delhi court may have ruled.

FBI Harasses Militant 
Negro Group in Ohio

The government seems determined to label as sub
versive any group which fights the Negro rights. 
As a reason for denying The M ilitant the use of the 
second-class mails, Attorney General Biddle cited the 
fact that this paper defended Negroes in their strug
gle to end Jim Crowism and win equality.

Now the Federal Bureau of Investigation is moving 
against the Forward Outlook League, a Negro or
ganization in Ohio which has for many years been 
fighting for jobs for Negroes. Last week FO L offi
cers of the Akron branch, which has been picketing 
the United States Employment Service because of its 
refusal to assign Negro girls to learners’ classes, 
charged that the organization is now the subject 
of a Gestapo-like investigation by the FB I.

Upon hearing of the latest government move to 
intimidate the Negro people, regional FO L president 
John O. Holly said, “I f  demanding all the rights to 
which every citizen is entitled under our constitution 
is ‘subversive,’ then I  guess the F B I has a pretty 
good case against me.”
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