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Kill The Poll Tax !
Less than 100 more s ignatures are needed fo r  the House D is ­

charge P e tition  No. 3 to force the an ti-p o ll tax  b ill ou t o f the 
Jud ic ia ry  Com m ittee and thus b ring  the b ill to  a vote on the 
flo o r o f the House.

E very  union in  the coun try  should act a t once to  demand 
th a t the Représentative from  its  d is tr ic t  s ign h is name to  D is ­
charge P e titio n  No. 3 w ith o u t fu r th e r  delay. K i l l  the po ll ta x !

U. S. STEEL FAKED RECORDS OF TESTS
CRDC Meeting Demands 
End To Ban On 'M ilitant'

N E W  Y O R K , March 2 7 . —  F our hundred de­
fenders o f c iv il liberties gathered at Manhattan Cen­
ter here last n ight to protest Postmaster General 
W a lke r’s revocation o f The M ilita n t’s second-class 
m ailing  privileges and to pledge support to this pa­
per’s figh t in  the courts to reverse W a lke r’s order.

The meeting was held  
under the auspices o f the 
C ivil Rights Defense Com­
m ittee, and was addressed 
by representatives o f la­
bor and libera l organiza­
tions. The audience re ­
sponded enthusiastically
by co n trib u tin g  the sum o f $426- 
.52 tow ard The M il i ta n t ’s de­
fense, and by adop ting a reso lu­
tion  dem anding tha t A tto rne y  
General B iddle and W alke r re ­
store the paper’s fu l l  m a ilin g  
r ig h ts .

Greetings of so lid a rity  were also 
received by the m eeting from  
Lou is Nelson, manager of K n it-  
goods Local 155 of the 1LGWU;
James T. F a rre ll, well-known 
w r ite r ;  and the San Francisco 
Branch of the Socia list W orkers

P arty , which w ired $25 to help 
finance The M i l i ta n t  fight.

G O LD M A N  E X P L A IN S  
W H Y  W E  M U S T  R E S IS T

A lb e rt Goldman, a tto rney fo r 
The M i l i tan t ,  explained the need 
fo r  cha lleng ing every repressive 
act of the enemies of free speech, 
despite the obstacles s tand ing ' in  
the W'ay of a successful fight 
against W a lke r’s order in  the 
courts. “ I f  the enemies of our 
r ig h ts  see th a t th e ir  actions are 
not m eekly accepted hu t ac tive ly  
opposed,”  he declared, “ they w il l  
hesitate before clam ping down on 
those whose views do no t fo llow  
the irs .”

Goldman also warned against 
(he false and dangerous position 
taken by such libe ra l elements as 
The Nation, w h ich fa iled in its  
ed ito ria l on The M i l i ta n t  case to 
d is tingu ish  between fascists and 
anti-fascists and which, w h ile  
m ild ly  p ro testing  W a lke r's  order, 
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Resolution Of CRDC
We, 400 w orkers and defenders o f dem ocratic r ig h ts  assem­

bled in  mass m eeting at M anha ttan Center in  New Y o rk  C ity , 
pro test the order o f the Postm aster General revok ing  the second- 
class m a ilin g  r ig h ts  o f The M ilita n t.  T h is  f irs t a ttack  upon an 
a n ti- fa s c is t labor paper since the w a r began is a gross v io la tion  
and serious th re a t to the con s titu tion a l and dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f 
freedom o f the press. I t  sets a dangerous precedent which can 
be invoked against o ther labor and lib e ra l papers c r it ic a l o f ad­
m in is tra tio n  policies.

We ca ll upon A tto rn e y  General B iddle and Postm aster Gen­
era l W a lke r to revoke th is  a rb itra ry  ru lin g  and restore to The 
M il ita n t  its  fu l l  m a ilin g  r ig h ts . M eanwhile we pledge support to 
th is  paper in its' s tru g g le  against suppression and in  defense o f 
its  legal and con s titu tion a l r ig h ts  o f pub lica tion  and transm ission 
th rough  the U . S. m ails.

Copies o f th is  reso lu tion sha ll be sent to the A tto rn e y  Gen­
era l, thé Postm aster General and the press.

M arch 26, 1943.

Louis Nelson and 
James T. Farrell 
Pledge Support

The fo llow ing  telegram  from  
Louis Nelson, manager of the 
Knitgoods W orkers Local 155 of 
the ILG W U  was received at the 
March 26 m eeting of the C iv il 
R ig h t Defense Committee in  New 
Y ork:

“ Regret tha t pressure o f union 
work prevents my attendance a t 
m eeting. We s trong ly  condemn 
the postal ban on The M il ita n t  as 
an in fr in g e m e n t on our c iv il 
libe rties . I f  pe rm itted , i t  w il l lead 
to the suppression o f the en tire  
Am erican labor press. The use o f 
ad m in is tra tive  measures o f sup­
pression is a menace to  a free 
labor movement. You may depend 
on our support in the fig h t 
against any re s tr ic tio n  o f the 
basic libe rties  o f the A m erican 
people.”

James T. F a rre ll, the noted 
novelist, also w ired to expla in 
why he was unable to appear per­
sonally. and continued;

“ I express my s o lid a rity  w'ith 
you in you r s trugg le  to  restore , 
The M il i ta n t ’s m a ilin g  priv ileges. 
The high-handed act o f censorship 
o f the Post O ffice D epartm ent is 
a serious menace to  freedom o f 
press and expression. Personally' 
and as cha irm an o f the C iv il | 
R ights  Defense Com m ittee, le t me 
en lis t in  the e f fo r t  to e lim ina te  
th is  th re a t.”

Sold Government Sub-Standard Steel Plate

Federated P ictures

West Coast Seamen Fight 
Against New Draft Threat

Roosevelt Again 
Intervenes In  The 
Mine Negotiations

President Roosevelt this week intervened for the second 
time in the mine wage negotiations being conducted in New 
York, by sending Dr. John R. Steelman of the Department of 
Labor Conciliation Service, to persuade the Southern mine op­
erators to agree to a 30-day extension of the present union con­
tracts beyond April I, and to act as the President’s personal 
representative at the negotia-'f>
tions.

The Southern operators agreed 
lo  the 30 day extension, as the 
N o rthe rn  operators had done 
previously, and the p o ss ib ility  of 
a coal s tr ike  th is  week was 
averted.

Reports are th a t w h ile  Roosevelt 
in tends to stand fast on the 
“ L i t t le  Steel”  fo rm u la , under 
w h ich  the m ine w orkers ’ wage 
demands would be au tom atica lly  
rejected, desperate attem pts w ill 
(be made to reach a settlem ent in  
the cu rre n t negotiations through 
the m edia tion of Steelman, thus 
avo id ing a show-down on the ques­
tion  of the W ar Labor Board's 
ju r is d ic tio n  and powers. A n y  
agreement reached w ith  the ap­
prova l of Steelman w ill undoubted­
ly  have the approval of Roosevelt 
and of his agencies.

T h is  move shows the fea r o f 
the ad m in is tra tion  to  launch an 
a ll-o u t f ig h t  aga inst the m iners, 
fo r  in the wake o f such a s tru g ­
gle would come the fina l discred­
it in g  i f  not the complete destruc­
tion  o f the governm ent's labor 
agencies, a lready none too secure.

LA B O R ’S SUPPO RT
E very passing day finds the posi­

t io n  of the United M ine W orkers 
s tronger m o ra lly  and otherwise. 
The p rim a ry  reason fo r th is  is the 
fac t th a t the m iners have the sup-

po rt o f the ranks of the whole 
labo r movement.

In  D e tro it, fo r  example, the 
local stewards’ council of the im ­
po rta n t B riggs Local 212 of the 
U n ited A u to  W orkers last, week 
voted unanim ous backing o f “ the 
m iners ’ ju s t demands,”  and its  
president, E m il Mazey, called fo r 
“ fu l l  and vigorous support to the 
fu l l  demands of the na tion ’s coal 
diggers.”  The national leaders of 
the UAW  had previously expressed 
th e ir  support, and the A F L  and 
CIO leaders have also had. to give 
lip-service to th is  position which 
is so popular among the union 
ranks.

O nly the S ta lin is t-contro lled  
leadership o f the N ationa l M a ri­
tim e Union has chosen the oc­
casion to t r y  to smear the UMW 
leaders, and even they could# get 
away w ith  i t  on ly  in  a reso lu tion 
expressing support fo r  the m iner's 
demands.

The employers hoped at the 
beginning of the negotiations to 
be able to dispose of the un ion ’s 
demands by the same k ind  of 
th rea ts  and lynch-cam paign ing 
they have employed so often since 
Pearl Harbor, bu t they have fo r 
the tim e being been brought to 
pause by the firm  and determ ined 
stand o f the m ine un ion.

The course o f the nego tia tions 
c learly  dem onstrates th a t the

Food Situation  
Gets More Chaotic

From one end of the country 
to the other come reports of 
mounting chaos in the supply 
of food. In numerous cities the 
workers cannot secure any 
meat. The little  meat on sale 
is sold at black market prices.

However, th rough  the en tire  
period of confusion, w ith  its  
scarcity and in  some cases com­
plete lack of meat fo r  the workers, 
the cap ita lis ts  have managed to 
eat and eat well. On Sunday, 
March 28. when the food chaos 
had reached new heights of 
d isorganization, when butcher 
stores in  w orkers ’ neighborhoods 
had fo r days been closed down lo r 
lack of meat to sell, the A'. Y. 
Times reported th a t the fancy 
high priced chop houses, hotel 
d in in g  rooms, n igh t clubs and 
restaurants were doing an ex­
cellent. business. There was no 
shortage in these places.

W hat was true  about New Y ork, 
w ith  its  dearth fo r the w orker and 
the rich  ge tting  a ll they need, was 
equally true  fo r the rest o f the 
country.

N E W  M A N  A P P O IN T E D

In  face o f the acute s itua tion , 
the sole move o f the President 
was to remove W ickard  and put 
Chester C. Davis in the post of 
Food A d m in is tra to r. Davis is a 
fo rm er S t. Louis Federal Reserve 
banker. To date D avis ’ sole action 
has been to appo in t Jesse W . 
Tapp, vice-president o f the Bank 
o f Am erica, as associate adm in­
is tra to r  o f Food Production and 
D is tr ib u tio n .

T h is  change in  personnel docs 
not foreshadow any fundam ental 
change in  the course w h ich  led 
up to tho present s itua tion .

The appo intm ent of two hank­
ers assures th a t as before, gov­
ernment, po licy in  regard to food 
production and d is tr ib u tio n  w il l  
be dom inated by the large fa rm ­
ers, wholesalers, packing houses, 
canners and chain stores.

By JO H N  CO RBETT

West Coast branches of the Sailors Union of the Pacific, the 
Marine Firemen, and the Masters, Mates and Pilots have 
launched a struggle against new draft regulations that would 
make possible a government blacklist system of all seafaring 
workers, according to the West Coast Sailors of March 19. Reg­
ular membership meetings of these unions went on record lo 
instruct members to refuse to 5----------------:-----------------------------

power o f labor is s t i l l  a live, i f  
on ly the w orkers w ill exercise it .  
A l l  unions should fo llow  the lead 
o f the B riggs  local, pu b lic ly  and 
decisively decla ring th e ir  support 
o f the m iners’ demands. And even 
more im p o rtan t, a ll local unions 
having contracts due should open 
th e ir  nego tia tions in the manner 
and the s p ir it  taken by the U n i­
ted M ine W orkers.

sign the new forms issued by 
the Recruitment and Manning 
Organization of the War Ship­
ping Administration.

The new d ra ft  regulations, 
decreed by the R ecru itm ent and 
M anning O rganization (RMO) as 
effective from  M arch 15, were 
issued ostensib ly as a con tinua l 
occupational deferm ent plan. P rev i­
ously seamen had been deferred 
as workers In  an essential in ­
du s try  through tho usual form s 
filed by each in d iv id u a l o r his 
employer w ith  local d ra ft  hoards.
Under the new setup seamen 
would be deferred in  accordance 
w ith  recommendations of the 
RMO.

The RMO recommendations, 
however, would be based upon a 
continuous record o f each sea­
man’s em ploym ent as file d  in 
W ashington.

HO W  T H E  P L A N  W ORKS
The RMO plan works as fo llow s:

Upon firs t em ploym ent aboard a 
vessel a fte r March 15, each sea­
man is  required to sign a "g reen" 
card con ta in ing  complete iden­
tifica tio n  data. Th is card becomes 
the master card in  the W ashington 
file. Upon te rm in a tio n  of employ­
m ent the seaman is required to 
sign a “ w h ite ”  card w h ich is then 
sent by the m aster of the vessel to 
the RMO.

T h is  “ w h ite ”  card specifies the 
leng th of voyage, as w e ll as other 
in fo rm a tio n  demanded by the 
RMO, and also the num ber o f days 
ashore to w h ich  the seaman would 
be en titled  as computed on the 
basis of the num ber o f weeks at 
sea (4 to 30 days). A duplicate of 
th is  card is given lo the seaman.
The duplicate is to be m ailed lo 
the RMO when the seaman begins 
another voyage.

I f  th is  duplicate card is not 
received by the RMO w ith in  the 
tim e  specified on the o rig in a l 
w h ite  card, then the RMO in fo rm s 
the local d ra ft board w ith  which 
the seaman is registered th a t lie 
is no longer w o rk in g  in  the in ­
du s try  and is subject to be dra fted 
in to  t iie  armed forces.

D A N G E R O U S  TO U N IO N S

Thus a seaman who may have 
spent say a year o r more a t sea I ' n Die present polic ies and
in the most dangerous areas, sub- aim s of Lew is and his associates 
je c t to  bombing, torpedoing, I in  the lig h t of the road along

weeks d r i f t in g  on a li fe  ra f t ,  may 
be ordered by the RMO to take 
the f irs t  ship in po rt even though 
i t  be under the H onduran o r Pan­
am anian fla g , o r be forced in to  
the arm ed forces i f  he has ex­
ceeded the num ber o f days doled 
out as tim e  allow able ashore.

Of greatest concern to the sea­
men, however, is  the trans fe r of 
d ra ft power from  the local boards 
to the shipowner-dominated W ar 
Shipp ing A d m in is tra tio n  (W S A ), 
and the establishm ent o f a card 
index system w h ich seems design­
ed fo r no o ther purpose than a 
b lack lis t of m il ita n t  un ion mem­
bers. O rig in a lly  the RMO was 
established as the W SA re c ru it in g  
agency fo r the m a ritim e  tra in in g  
schools. Now i t  has come out in  
its  true  colors.

The propaganda tha t the new 
regulations are issued to fu r th e r 
the w ar e ffo rt and as an aid in 
securing deferm ent fo r  seamen 
was characterized by H a rry  Lun- 
deberg, Secretary of the Sailors 
Union of the Pacific, as camou­
flage.

The W ashington bureaucrats, 
he declared in  the W est Coast 
Sailors o f M arch 19, arc “ more 
in terested in  bu ild ing  a f in k  ha ll 
fo r  the fu tu re  than possibly in 
w inn ing  the w a r.”  The new 
scheme, he contiucs in his report 
to  the un ion membership, “ adds 
no th ing constructive, bu t creates 
more un rest and d isrup tion , a 
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Why the Price 
Of Bread Keeps 
On Rising

“ An increase in  bread prices 
is inev itab le ." said F. R. 
Russell, cha irm an o f the W ard 
B ak ing  Company, at an annual 
m eeting of stockholders in  New 
Y ork  last week. “ H i g h e r  
m ate ria l costs, p a rtic u la r ly  
flou r, and increased wages are 
the factors w h ich  w i l l  b rin g  
about h igher bread prices,”  lie 
declared.

B u t the real reason fo r bread 
price rises is revealed in  the 
P ioneer Publisher's pamphlet, 
“ Your Standard o f L iv in g "  by 
C. Charles, w h ich  shows that. 
W ard B ak ing  Co. increased its  
pro fits  by 823% between 1941 
and 1942. The company grossed 
$1,241,333 in  1942 profits, a fte r 
a ll taxes were paid, as com­
pared w ith  $150.821 in  1941.

And at the stockholder 
m eeting last week Russell an­
nounced tha t pro fits fo r the 
f irs t quarte r of 1943 w i l l  he 
“ sub s tan tia lly ”  h igher Ilian  
lliose fo r the lik e  period of 
1942.

Two days before Russell's 
statem ent, 16 flo u r m illin g  
companies, in c lud in g  General 
M ills  and P illsbu ry , were in ­
dicted by a Chicago Federal 
Grand Jury , charged w ith  con­
sp ir in g  (o fix extrem ely p ro fit­
able monopoly prices on fa m ily  
flou r.

F am ily  f lo u r is wheat f lo u r 
sold d ire c tly  to tho housewife 
as d istinguished from  bu lk 
f lo u r  sold to bakeries.

The ind ic ted companies sell 
81% of the na tio n ’s fa m ily  
flou r.

I t  was charged tha t the 
monopoly has existed fo r 40 
years.

E. R. FRANK TO DISCUSS 
LEWIS AND ROOSEVELT

Deliberately Placed 
Many Lives In Danger
Faulty Steel Was Sold to the Maritime 
Commission, Navy and for Lend-Lease Use

By Anthony Massini

The lives o f Am erican and United Nations sol­
diers, sailors and m erchant m arine seamen have been 
seriously endangered by U. S. Steel Corporation o f­
ficials in  the Carnegie-lllinois plants who deliberately  
sold sub-standard steel arm or plate to the procure­
ment services o f the government.

The whole story has not come out yet^ but enough 
was made public before a hearing of the T ru m an  Sen­
ate Investigating Com m ittee in Washington on M arch  
23  to prove that the IJ. S. Steel officials involved not 
only sent the governm ent sub-standard plate, but 
even faked the ir lest rec-^,
ords to cover up their 
tracks.

How long this has been 
going on remains yet to 
he discovered; so fa r  it is 
estimated that fake  tests 
covered at least 2 8 ,0 0 0  to
3 0 .0 0 0  tons o f sub-stand­
ard plate. Testim ony of 
one w itness was th a t a t a sing le  
C a rne g ie -lllino is  p lan t, records 
were faked on about 5% o f its  
60,000-ton m on th ly  capacity , re ­
su ltin g  in  the acceptance by the 
governm ent each m onth o f about
3.000 tons o f steel p late which 
would no rm a lly  have been re ­
jected.

Testim ony also traced the fak ing  
of tests to the h igher ranks of 
the corpora tion offic ia ls. And a l­
though some of these o ffic ia ls  to ld 
th e ir  superiors about w hat was 
happening, they were to ld to con­
tinue  le tt in g  the records be 
falsified.

T H E  S H IP  T H A T  
S P L IT  IN  TW O

The present, investiga tion  arose 
a fte r the 16,500 ton tanker 
Schenectady broke in  tw o and 
sank last. Jan. 17 at a West, Coast 
K aiser Shipyard o u tfitt in g  dock, 
on ly  a few  hours a fte r i t  had been 
delivered to the M aritim e  Com­
mission. A  repo rt of the Am erican

Bureau o f Shipping, read a t the 
T  r  ii in a n Com m ittee hearing, 
charged that, the steel w h ich broke 
on (lie  Schenectady was "b r it t le ”  
and “ more lik e  cast iro n  than 
steel.”

When J. Lester P erry , p res i­
dent o f C a rne g ie -lllino is , tr ie d  to 
duck the issue a t the hearing by 
denying th a t the steel fo r  the 
Schenectady had been produced a t 
the Irw in  (P a .) p lan t o f the  com­
pany, fu r th e r  question ing com­
pelled him  to ad m it i t  had been 
made at the com pany’s Hom e­
stead W orks.

Investiga to rs  fo r the T rum an 
Com m ittee w ent to the I r v in  p lan t 
two weeks ago to get the so-called 
“ heat. book”  w h ich  contain* 
records of tests made on a ll steel 
plates produced there. A fte r  con­
siderable delay, they got the book 
to find tha t a. num ber of analyses 
had been changed so tha t they 
would appear to meet Navy and 
Am erican Bureau of Shipp ing 
specifications.

“ M E E T IN G ”  S P E C IF IC A T IO N S
Witnesses a t the hearing, e ithe r 

in  person or by sworn testim ony, 
explained w ha t had been going 
on:

M urra y  E. S tewart, ch ie f 
specifications specia list fo r  the 
I r v in  p lan t, testified tha t he had 
made fake chemical analyses, 
p u ttin g  an “ F ”  in  fro n t o f the 
records in  the heat, book to in ­
dicate i t  was a  fake.

Irene T. Pasternak, c le rk  in 
charge o f the Irv in  heat book, 
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Profits O f Shipowners 
Reach Fantastic Heights

E. R. F rank  w ill discuss “ John 
L. Lew is and Roosevelt’s Labor 
P o licy”  at the next Sunday Open 
Forum  of the New Y ork  School 
of Social Science, A p r il 4 a t 8 
P. M.

F rank , au thor of many excellent 
a rtic les  in  the T ro tsky is t press, 
w i l l  analyze the re la tions of Lew is 
to the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion  
from  the beginning of the New

w hich the labor movement is now 
trave lling .

The speaker w i l l  also show that 
Roosevelt's present labor po licy 
depends fo r its  success on the 
cooperation of the labor leaders; 
that, the opposition of a s ign ifican l 
section of the cap ita lis t class to 
Roosevelt’s domestic policies— the 
"fa rm  bloc,”  the po ll taxers and 
the Republicans— is upsetting th is

A House Merchant Marine 
Subcommittee was informed 
last week that U. S. shipping 
companies in the year 1941 
made profits greater than the 
total value of their ships.

The fig u re s  were obtained fro m  
reports given to the M aritim e  
Commission of the governm ent by 
19 sh ipp ing companies, chartered 
to c a rry  w ar supplies fo r  B r ita in  
to the Red Sea and paid out of 
leasc-lend funds.

E ighty-one boats made 90 tr ip s  
and collected a to ta l of $31,364,- 
880 in  cha rte r h ire, of w h ich $26,- 
874,176 was adm itted to be profits.

PA S S IN G  T H E  G R A V Y
The repo rt shows tha t s ix ships 

owned by tlie  Am erican E xpo rt 
Lines, whose value was placed at 
$232,350. made $1,572,144 in 
profits.

F igures on some o f (he other

Deal up through the present coal | P ° lic y ; and th a t the labor leaders 
I wage negotiations. He w il l  examine in  fear of los ing  th e ir  base in  the 

union, are forced to ba ttle  the 
g row ing  reaction.

The lecture w il l  be held a t 116 
U n iv e rs ity  PI., corner o f 13th St.

Another Union Aids 
In Postal Case

Local 309 or the CIO United 
Auto W orkers in  M ilwaukee, 
Wis.. is the most recent in  a 
g row ing  series of unions to 
donate funds tow ard the ap­
peal of the convic tion of 
K e lly  Postal. M inneapolis union 
leader, the C iv il R ights  Defense 
Com m ittee announced t h i s  
week.

lines fo llow :
Am erican H aw a iian  Steamship 

Co.— 10 vessels valued a t $478,532. 
P rofits: $3,096 749.

Calm ar Steamship Corp. —  7 
vessels valued a t $695,237. P rofits: 
$2,639,989.

Is th m ian  Steamship Co. —  6 
vessels valued a t $1,589,581. P ro­
fits : $2.529.292.

Luckenbach Steamship Co.— 10 
vessels valued a t $1,426,857. P ro­
fits : $3,879,729.
Matson N av iga tion  Co.— 4 vessels 

valued a t $238,770. P ro fits : $995,- 
390.

M cCorm ick Steam ship Co.— 2 
vessels valued at $1 16,065. P ro fits : 
$743,516.

The contracts were entered in to  
between the B r it is h  M in is try  o f 
W ar T ransport and the -o w n e rs  
of the Am erican vessels. The rates 
were approved by (lie  M a ritim e  
Commission.

I t  was not u n t il the sp ring  of 
1942. a fte r U. S. entrance in to  the 
war. (ha t rates were established 
at. w hat I lie M a ritim e  Commission 
calls a more reasonable figure. E x ­
actly  w ha t tha t figure is was no t 
given.

W hile  the companies were earn­
ing these seldom-equalled fan ta s­
tic  figu res, seamen were los ing 
th e ir  lives on torpedoed ships. I t  
was on ly by s tru g g le  th a t the 
sh ipp ing  companies were forced 
to pay w a r bonuses to  the seamen 
r is k in g  th e ir  lives.
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By E . R. F rank
The In te rn a tio n a l Association of 

M achin ists, the largest union of 
the A K L  m etal trades d iv is ion  and 
the cen tra l core ol' its  metal trades 
departm ent, is conducting a 
referendum on w ith d ra w in g  ap­
p rox im ate ly  one-half m illio n  mem­
bers from  the AKL.

The M ach in ists ' long standing 
ju r is d ic tio n  quarre l w ith  the 
Carpenters Union over whose 
members should in s ta ll p lan t 
m ach inery was clim axed last 
October when the A K L  conven­
tion  favored the Carpenters Union.

T h is  typ ica l A K L  c ra ft decision 
h it  the in d u s tr ia l setup of the 
M achin ists Union, and created a 
r i f t  between i t  and the A F I, 
parent body.

H arvey Brow n, President o f the 
M ach in ists is reported to be ho ld­
ing  conversations w ith  F ranken- 
steen, V ice-President o f the U n i­
ted A utom obile  W orkers, C IO , on 
the poss ib ility  o f m erg ing  the 
two organ izations.

I f  the M ach in ists w ith d ra w  from  
the AK L. i t  w i l l  be a most serious 
defection, a fa r  greater blow to 
the A K L  than the w ith d ra w a l in 
recent years o f the Typographica l 
and Brew ery W orkers In te rn a ­
tionals.

I f  the M ach in ists and the U A W  
merge, the un ited organ iza tion  
would fo rm  the la rgest union in 
the world .

. *  *  *

The Packard local of (he UAW- 
CIO is the on ly one of the largo 
locals in  the M ich igan in d u s tria l 
area tha t operates under a func­
tio n in g  labor-management com­
m ittee.

Several months ago, the m an­
agement threw  a banquet fo r a ll 
Of the union officers and shop 
stewards. George T. Christopher. 
President of the company, patted 
the. un ion officers and stewards 
on the hack fo r the wonderfu l job 
they were doing in  speeding up 
the workers. Ho declared tha t in 
the co in ing year, however, s t i l l  
h igher goals of production m ust 
be reached. B u t don 't w o rry , he 
added, we are not going to hold 
yon a fte r the w ar to the h igh 
standards yatt are now a tta in ing . 
As ‘fo r us. the company, we are 
not ge tting  any th ing  out of it. 
I t  is a ll going to the governm ent 
and fo r the war e ffo rt.

On March 23 the N. Y. Tim es 
carried the news th a t the Pack­
ard M o to r Car Company more 
than doubled its  sales and p ro fits  
in 1942 compared w ith  1941. They 
paid 14 cents dividend on a share 
o f stock in 1941. They paid 31 
cents dividend in 1942.

These pro fits  represent net 
earnings a fte r $9,650.000 have 
been provided fo r income taxes. 
$2,000,000 fo r  post-war reserve, 
and over $3,250,000 fo r w r it in g  
o ff cu rre n t tools, etc.

* * *
The S ta lin is ts  have lost another 

ad m in is tra tive  berth when the 
Executive Board of the CIO’s 
O il W orkers Union eased out

E dw in  S. Sm ith, d irec to r o f tlie 
un ion's organ iz ing  com m ittee and 
M ilto n  Kaufm an, national o r­
ganizer. W illia m  T ay lo r, member 
of the United Autom obile W ork­
ers, associated w ith  the organ iz­
ing  drives at Ford 's and more 
recently  at Douglas A irc ra ft, w ill 
take over the duties of N ational 
O rganization D irector.

*  *  *  .
A  lliree-m an panel of the W ar 

Labor Board rejected the In te rn a ­
tiona l Ladies Garm ent W orkers' 
demand fo r a 15Ye- wage increase 
and recommended instead a 6% 
increase on the ground th a t the 
un ion had received 9% in  August 
1941. The L it t le  Steel fo rm u la  
says wages cannot be raised more 
than 15% over the January, 1941 
leves.

Dubinsky, instead of fo llow ing  
a m ilita n t po licy to obtain his 
un ion ’s demand, in  the manner 
o f tile  U n ited  M ine W orkers, 
v isited the W hite  House last week 
to pay his respects and* plead for 
a square deal fo r labor.

On leaving the W hite  House, 
reporters asked Dubinsky what 
were the results of his plea fo r 
the abandonment of the L it t le  
Steel form ula.

“ I go t a sm ile, I got sym pa thy,”  
D ubinsky said rue fu lly ..

I t  w il l be in te res ting  to watch 
which o f the tw o methods —  Du- 
b insky’s o r Lew is ’ —  w ill prove j 
more successful in ob ta in ing  th e ir  ! 
ju s t demands fo r  the workers.

*  *  *

The f irs t of the repressive a n ti­
labor b ills  now pending in  a 
m a jo rity  o f the state legislatures 
fo rm a lly  became la w  on March 23 
In Kansas. T h is  "labo r union con­
t ro l”  law, requires the licensing 
of labor union offic ia ls, public 
financia l reports of unions, reports 
on dues and assessments of mem­
bers. I t  also p roh ib its  sitdown 
s trikes  and ju r is d ic tio n a l disputes.

The A F L  announced tha t i t  
would test the con s titu tion a lly  of 
the new law in  the courts.

In  an e ffo r t to stave o ff the 
adoption of th is  law, the A FL, 
CIO and ra ilroad  brotherhood* a ll 
jo ined in  presenting a s ix-poin t 
program to the governor, pledging 
fo r the du ra tio n : 1) No s trikes ; 
2) to file names of un ion offic ia ls  
w ith  tile  state; 3) to file  a ll union 
by-laws and constitu tions; 4) to 
file a ll un ion schedules of dues, 
assessments, etc.; 5) to give the 
un ion membership financia l re­
ports; 6) to remove a ll "irre spo n ­
sible members”  from  the ranks of 
labor.

B u t th is  program  o f cowardice 
and cap itu la tion  availed them 
nothing. I t  very probably on ly  em­
boldened the corporation lackeys 
of the Kansas State legislature.

I t  is to be hoped th a t the labor 
movement o f the other states w ill 
learn a lesson from  the Kansas 
experience.

No one ever won a ba ttle  in the 
class s trugg le  by p rov ing  how 
weak and harm less he was.

i. G . Wright Anaylzes 
Yugoslav Civil War

At the sixth regular session 
o f. the Sunday Open Forum 
held on March 28, John G. 
Wright, well-known Trotskyist 
writer and speaker, analyzed the 
c iv il war in Yugoslavia, the for­
eign alignments of the contend­
ing camps there —  the Kremlin 
on the one hand and the "de­
mocracies'’ on the other —  and 
the reflection of this struggle in 
international diplomacy and 
politics.

The c iv i l w a r in  Yugoslavia, the 
le c tu re r pointed out, flowed in ­
escapably from  the expanded 
resistance of the workers and 
peasants to the Axis-occupation 
forces and th e ir  collabora tion ists, 
headed by the native landlords, 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  local and 
state apparatus.

"Just, as in the period o f the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pact Leon T ro tsky  
used the events in  Poland as the 
key to the F inn ish  developments, 
so today we can use the events in  
F in land, the no rthern  fla n k  ol' the j 
USSR, to understand the c iv i l war 
in  Yugoslavia and the meaning*.of 
S ta lin is t in te rven tion  there ," said 
W rig h t. "S ta lin  took preparatory 
steps fo r  the sovie tiza tion of 
F in land  by t r y in g  to  provoke a 
c iv i l w ar and by estab lish ing his 
puppet Kuusinen government.

“ The K re m lin ’s in te rven tion  in 
Y ugoslavia  is an ind isputab le 
fa c t,”  W r ig h t continued. “ M il i ­
ta ry  necessity and the needs of 
Soviet defense not on ly against 
the present enemy, H itle r ,  but 
long -te rm  s tra teg ic  reasons, drive 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy to safe­
guard the Balkans, the southern 
fla n k  o f the USSR.

"W ith  an adverse tu rn  o f the 
war, and a drastic  change in  the 
re la tionsh ip  of forces, S ta lin  is 
read ily  capable of m aking his 
peace w ith  a ll the M ikha ilov itc lies  
as lie tr ie d  to do in  the summer 
and autum n of 1941.

“ B ut given continued successes 
o f the Red A rm y , the sov ie tiza­
tion  o f Yugoslavia , sections o f 
Poland and eastern Europe is not 
a t a ll excluded, even under S ta ­
lin . ”

W rig h t called especial a tten tion  
to the newly-published w ork  of 
Leon T ro tsky, “ In  Defense of 
M arx ism ,”  as an inva luab le guide 
to the events in  Poland and 
F in land  which m ay be paralleled, 
extended and deepened In Yugo­
s lav ia  in the com ing period.

There was a liv e ly  question and 
discussion period.

Seattle B ranch
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U. S. Steel Faked Records
(Continued fro m  page 1) 

said tha t governm ent inspectors 
had been deceived by fake ana­
lysis reports  w r itte n  in to  the 
book to  “ meet”  the specifica tions.

A w ritte n  statement by George 
E. Dye, supervisor of inspection 
at the I r v in  works, said:

“ EARS B E A T  B A C K ”

The conclusion is inescapable ® 
the source o f the order to fake 
the tests is fa r h igher up titan 
the m eta llu rg ica l department. 
M cG arritv  is w ill in g  to be the 
“ fa ll guy," according to a ll in ­
d ications, in  order lo k i l l  the tra il 
tha t leads to even highen ranks 
of the corpora tion 's offic ia ls.

4,000 N.Y. Workers M eet 
In Erlich-Alter Protest

"S ince Ju ly . 1942 I have been 
aware tha t the m ill was shipp ing 
badly lam inated and piped plates 
to the U. S. Navy and U. S. m a ri­
tim e sh ipp ing yards and tha t 
defective steel was being supplied 
on U. S. T re a s u ry . lease-land 
orders.”

Dye repeatedly complained to 
his superiors tha t bad plates were 
being shipped, and fin a lly  in  
November. 1942 lie received in ­
s truc tions  from  W illia m  F. Mc- 
G a rr ity , ch ie f m e ta llu rg is t of the 
C arneg ie -lllino is  Edgar Thompson 
works, also near P ittsburgh, to 
prevent, shipm ent of sub-standard 
plates.

“ Tw o days la te r,”  Dye con­
tinued, “ John M cConnell (sheet 
m ill m e ta llu rg is t inspecto r) to ld 
me tha t M cG a rrity  ‘got his ears 
heat back’ when he brought the 
subject up in  an opera ting  meet­
ing  and I  was instructed to go 
easy on re jections.”

The questions n a tu ra lly  arise:
Who was i t  th a t heat McGar- 

r i t y ’s ears 1jack? Obviously i t  
m ust have been a superior. Who 
was tha t superior? How h igh  in 
the ranks o f the com pany’s o f ­
fic ia ls  does the blame go?

McConnell to ld the Committee 
tha t he “ did not remember”  hav­
ing  to ld Dye w hat Dye had 
reported. M cG arrity , of course 
denied the statem ent a ltogether 
and even declared tha t "respon­
s ib il i ty  lies w ith n  my departm ent 
fo r the actions o f m y m en."

The .V. Y. Times jumped at th is  
to ca re fu lly  po in t out in  an early 
pa rt of its  story on the hearing 
that respons ib ility  was traced “ as 
high but no h igher th a n " Mc­
G a rrity . B u t M eG arrity ’s state­
ment appears very dubious on t.he 
face of it.

W H Y  IS M cG A R R IT Y  
T A K IN G  T H E  RAP?

W hat in te rest does M cG arrity  
have in fa ls ify in g  test records, i f  
not e ithe r (a) because he was in ­
structed to do so, or (b) because 
he was forced to do so by demands 
from  bis production superiors fo r 
production rates w h ich  could not 
he atta ined bv accurate tests?

And why d id n 't M cG arrity  or 
Dye go s t i l l  h igher up to  com­
p la in , i f  they d idn ’ t  fee l tha t such 
action was useless and would re­
su lt in  unfavorab le  consequences 
to themselves?

“ L IM IT S  IN T E N D E D "

McConnell continued his te s ti­
mony by a d m itt in g ' tha t he had 
to ld testers of tensile s trength 
how to fake tests to meet the 
specifications. He said he had 
learned how to do the fakipg- at 
the company's Homestead Works.

“ There were-intended to be lim ­
its  to the fak in g , but I was not 
sure the person m aking the lest 
knew th a t,”  he asserted.

McConnell's assistant, D. B. 
Ire land , also testified about how 
records were changed when, there 
were re jections of m ate ria l as 
sub-standard. He to ld of one 
tensile  tester, Robert K inna rd ; 
who was demoted when a Navy 
inspector caught h im  fa k in g  tests.

“ Ha went beyond his in s tru c ­
tions,”  Ire land  explained. “ He 
changed e longation valuations 
approx im ate ly  10%."

“ You mean th a t he cheated more 
than he was supposed to cheat," 
Senator T rum an remarked.

A w ritte n  statem ent by K innard  
to ld  how he had been pu t back on 
the job la ter, and how he had ob­
jected when his plant foreman. 
M ichael A. Tere lla , had to ld  him  
to “ p u ll up" values "not more than 
2.000 pounds,”  to b rin g  steel hu ll 
plates tes ting  56.000 pounds per 
square inch up to 58.000 pounds, 
and thus "m eet" the requirements 
o f the Am erican Bureau of 
Shipping.

A statem ent by Tere lla  asserted 
th a t he had been instructed to do 
th is  by McConnell and Ire land.

O F F IC IA L S ’
S T A T E M E N T

N a tu ra lly , when the cat was out 
o f the bag. top C arneg ie -lllino is  
and U. S. Steel offic ia ls  “ deplored” 
the s itua tion , stated tha t i t  was 
“ so unnecessary,”  declared that 
they had of course been, ignorant 
about it .  blamed i t  a ll on “ a few 
in d iv id u a ls " w ith  good in tentions 
who had grown “ la x ,”  and 
promised to clear the whole 
m atte r up.

Senator T rum an stated, how­
ever, th a t C a rne g ie -lllino is  p res i­
dent P erry and other company o f­
f ic ia ls  had “ not given very strong 
cooperation in uncovering the 
facts, and his com m ittee turned 
the case over to  the F B I.

(See ed ito r ia l  on Steel Test 
Fak ing  on Page 4 of this  issue.)

W ith  M ayor La G uardia, Sena­
to r  James Mead, A F L  President 
W illia m  Green and CIO  Secre­
ta ry -T re a su re r James B. Carey 
as headlined speakers, a mass 
m eeting, sponsored by 250 labor 
leaders in m em ory o f H enryk  
E h rlic h  and V ic to r A lte r , Polish 
Jew ish Socia lis t labo r leaders 
m urdered by S ta lin , was held in 
Mecca Temple Tuesday M arch 30. 
A bou t 3000 people packed in to  the 
ha ll and several thousand more 
were unable to ga in  adm ittance.

The lis t  o f speakers also in ­
cluded Adolph Held, Chairm an, 
Jew ish Labo r C om m ittee; D avid  
D ubinsky, P resident, IL G W U ; 
Abraham  Cahan, ed ito r, Jewish 
F o rw a rd ; M. Mendelsohn o f the 
Polish Jew ish Bund; Reinhold 
N iebuhr. Chairm an, U n ion fo r  
Dem ocratic A c tio n ; and J. B. S. 
H ardm an, ed ito r o f the A C W A  
Advance. Rep. J e rry  Voorhis o f 
C a lifo rn ia  sent a message to the 
meeting. M atthew  W o ll, E m il 
Rieve, W illia m  Collins* State 
A F L  Representative, and m any 
o ther prom inen t trade-un ion o f f i ­
cia ls were in troduced fro m  the 
p la tfo rm . The speakers’ lis t,  o f 
its e lf, was a c lear ind ica tion  th a t 
the m eeting was in fa c t spon­
sored by the o ff ic ia l leadership 
o f the A F L  and C IO  w ith  the 
blessing and approval o f W ash­
ington.

A ll the speakers, w ith o u t ex­
ception, condemned the executions 
o f A lte r  and E h rlich  and defended 
th e ir  a n ti-fa sc is t reputa tions 
against the false S ta lin is t accu­
sation th a t they were in the ser- 
vice o f the Nazis. The charges 
against A lte r  and E hrlich  were 
branded as “ incred ib le,”  as “ in ­
tu its  to the in te lligence ,”  and as 
incom patib le w ith  eve ry th ing  th a t 
was known about these Jewish 
Socia list leaders. L u ig i A n to n in i, 
vice-president o f the IL G W U , 
read a le tte r  to the m eeting from  
M arg a re t D eS ilve r Tresca, c a ll­
ing a tten tion  to the be lie f held 
by Tresca’s friends  th a t he, like  
A lte r  and E h rlich , fe ll v ic tim  to 
S ta lin ’s assassins.

The speakers —  also w ith o u t 
exception —  seized the occasion 
to exto l the bourgeois “ democ- 
-aey’ o f the U n ited  States in  con­
tra s t to a l l “ d ic ta to rsh ips,”  in 
p a rtic u la r w ha t D ub insky and 
others characterized as the “ Com-

West Coast Seamen Fight 
Against New Draft Threat

(C ontinued fro m  page 1)
th in g  the W ashington bureaucra­
cy is m aster a t do ing.”

The reso lu tion of the W est Coast 
m a ritim e  unions to refuse to sign 
the RMO fink  cards is an en­
couraging sign tha t the un ion sea­
men w il l  not give up th e ir  hard- 
won gains w ith o u t a fight. But 
there is grave danger th a t th e ir 
figh t can be lost before i t  is fa ir ly  
begun.

In  th is  same issue of the West 
Coast Sailors, a Joint telegram of 
t lie  Pacific Coast unions to Paul 
M cNutt, Chairm an of the W ar 
Man Power Commission indicates 
th a t the un ion leadership would 
accept the card system provided 
the cards were sent to the local 
dra f t  boards ra the r than a centra l 
file in  W ashington. They even 
propose th a t the un ion dispatch ing 
ha lls  “ n o tify  d ra ft b o a rd s 'w ith  
suitable cards on assigning men 
to vessels.”

I t  m ay w ell be asked, i f  such 
a concession were made to the 
RMO, would i t  not be possible fo r 
the local d ra ft  boards to send the 
cards on to W ashington where a 
centra lized card index system 
could be set up? The telegram 
likew ise proposes th a t the “ RMO 
confine its  a c tiv itie s  .to d ra ft  sta tus 
of men supplied to companies not 
under un ion con tra c t"; th a t is. it 
would he O. K . to set up the RMO 
black l is t  system fo r unorganized  
seamen. In  tu rn in g  over the un­
organized seamen to the tender 
mercies of  the RMO. do not the 
unions set up a dangerous 
precedent and make more d if ­
ficu lt the recru itm en t of these sea­
men in to  the unions?

These la test maneuvers s t r ik ­
in g ly  confirm  the thesis of Pioneer 
Publishers' l a t e s t  publication. 
M A R IT IM E ,  A H is to r ica l  Sketch 
and a Workers ’ Program, tha t the 
governm ent program  fo r the m a ri­
tim e in d u s try  is to ta l w arfare 
against the unions, benevolent 
paterna lism  toward the shipown­
ers. In  the same m onth tha t 
sh ipp ing companies, blessed by 
enormous governm ent subsidies, 
report p ro fits  ru n n in g  in to  tens of 
m illio ns  of dollars, the seamen are 
confronted w ith  an in tensified 
d rive  against th e ir  unions.

L ikew ise confirmed is the urgent 
¡necessity to in s titu te  the program  
of action suggested by the 'book, 
tha t the unions in ot'der to defeat 
the aggressive a ttack of th e ir

enemies m ust resort to organized 
po litica l action.

A t present the m a ritim e  unions 
confine th e ir  po litica l a c tiv ity  to 
a k ind  of p r im it iv e  guerilla  
tactics. In  place of o rgan iz ing an 
Independent Labor P arty  which 
would elect representatives of 
labor to take the side of un ionism  
on the flo o r of Congress where 
they would be most effective, the 
unions l im it  themselves to isolated 
lobbyists stationed in  the Wash­
ington corridors. These union 
delegates can do l i t t le  beyond 
bu ttonho ling  representatives of 
the shipowners on the government 
payro ll and t ry in g  to gain a 
favorable hearing before the 
biased governm ent bodies set up 
by these same shipowner repre­
sentatives.

The proposal o f M A R IT IM E .  A 
H is to r ica l Sketch and a Workers' 
Program, to end company un ion­
ism in  po litics  and bu ild  an In ­
dependent Labor P arty  to figh t 
labor’s battles on the p o litica l 
field seems tim e ly  indeed.

Tobin Sabotages 
Fight Against 
Scab Print Shop

Daniel Tobin, AFL Team­
sters’ President, is sabotaging 
the big organizing campaign 
of the Chicago printing trades 
against the open shop p rin t­
ers, R. R. Donnelley & Sons 
Company. Donnelley is one of 
the biggest scab shops in the 
country and prints Life maga­
zine.

The printing trades have 
been preparing this drive on 
Donnelley for many years, and 
last month asked Tobin’s co­
operation by having his team­
sters respect the picket lines.

On March 6 Tobin replied 
that the teamsters had been 
ordered “ not to participate in 
a sympathetic strike, to go 
through picket lines i f  there 
were any”  and to prevent all 
stoppages of work — “ even in 
some instances where we were 
justified.”

Tobin added that “ when the 
war is over, the (Donnelley) 
matter might be given some 
consideration.”
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m r.nist d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the Soviet 
U n ion .”

A l l  the speakers fro m  M ayo r 
LaG uard ia  down to Hardm an 
u tilized  th e ’ occasion to beat the 
drum s fo r  the w a r aim s o f A m e r­
ican im peria lism  and called fo r  
the vigorous prosecution o f the 
w a r “ to complete v ic to ry .”  Sen­
a to r Mead, who spoke by te le ­
phone fro m  W ashington, even 
represented the dead E h rlic h  and 
A lte r  as tho roughgo ing cham­
pions o f Roosevelt’s “ fo u r fre e ­
doms.”

The reso lu tion  presented by the 
sponsors and approved by the 
m eeting fo llowed the same u ltra -  
p a trio tic  line.

W hile  the speakers emphasized 
the necessity fo r  continued m il i­
ta ry  cooperation w ith  the Soviet 
U n ion in the w ar, they made i t  
c lear th a t th is  co llabora tion  m ust 
proceed upon the basis o f A ng lo - 
Am erican po licy as la id  by Roose­
v e lt and C h u rch ill and ou tlined in 
the “ A tla n tic  C harte r.”  In  keep­
in g  w ith  the d ip lom atic  lino o f 
the State D epartm ent —  which 
obviously approved the m eeting 
—  the speakers a ttr ib u te d  the 
m urder o f E h rlich  and A lte r  to 
the “ Soviet G overnm ent”  and 
c a re fu lly  re fra ined  from  m ention­
ing  the name o f the executioner- 
in -ch ie f, S ta lin .

Where You Can Get 
THE M IL ITA N T

Boston— Adelm an’s Newsstand 
284 T rem on t St.

Chicago — Socia lis t Bookshop, 
Room 421, 160 N . W ells  S t.

D e tro it— The S atu rday Book­
shop, Room 5, 3513 W ood­
w ard Ave., open Saturday 
evenings fro m  6 to 9 o’clock.

M inneapolis —  Shinder’s News 
Agency, Hennepin Ave. and 
6th S t.; P ioneer News A gen­
cy, 238 2nd Ave. South.

N ew ark  (D o w n to w n )— News­
stand, 11 S pring fie ld  Ave., 
near C ourt House.

New Haven —  N  o d e 1 m a n ’s 
News Depot, 106 Church St., 
near Chapel.

New Y o rk  (H a rle m ) —  News­
stands no rth  west corner o f 
Lenox Ave. and 125th St. 
and a t the  no rtheast corner 
o f Lenox Ave. and 135th St.

New Y o rk  (G arm en t A rea ) —  
Newsstand, corner o f 38th 
S t. and 7th Ave.

New Y o rk  (M a n h a tta n )— 14th 
St., between 4th and 7th 
Aves.; Newsstands on 42nd 
St., between 4th and 5th 
Aves.

Rochester —  Newsstand, M ain 
St. and C lin ton  Ave., south­
east corner.

San Francisco —  Duncans 
Smoke Shop, 1986 S u tte r St. 
R ay’s Smoke Shop,
1174 S u tte r St.
M acDonald’s Book Shop, 
867 M ission St.
Golden Gate News Agency, 
81 T h ird  St.
F itzg e ra ld  News Agency,
21 F o u rth  St.

Seattle —  E ckh a rt News, 102 
W ashington S treet.
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The p rinc ip a l speakers —  again 
s t r ic t ly  adhering  to the po licy o f 
the S tate D epartm ent —  treated 
the  E h r lic h -A lte r  case as an iso­
lated and exceptional incident, 
com plete ly separated fro m  a ll the 
gruesome m urders com m itted by 
S ta lin ’s courts and GPU th rough  
the Moscow T ria ls , the purges, 
and the assassination o f Leon 
T ro tsky .

The sole exception came a fte r  
the CIO  S secre tary-Treasurer, 
James B. Carey, had in c id e n ta lly  
rem arked th a t d u rin g  the Mos­
cow T ria ls , “ w hatever his person­
al op in ion, he had kep t s ilen t and 
not condemned^ them .”  People in 
the audience im m ed ia te ly  shout­
ed: “ W hy u o t? ”  He lam e ly  re ­
p lied : “ Because those t r ia ls  in ­
volved Russians w h ile  the E h r­
lic h -A lte r  case involves Polish 
c itizens.”

A p p a re n tly  prom pted by th is  
inc ident. N ienbuh r who fo llow ed 

’Carey declared: “ I  though t, I  
th in k  now, th a t the Moscow T r ia ls  
were a fraud . The ju d ic ia l p ro ­
cess by which A lte r  and E h rlich  
were m urdered was taken ou t o f 
o f the book o f the Moscow 
T r ia ls .”

One o f S ta lin ’s grea test crim es 
is t lie  fa c t th a t his m urders and 
slanders p e rm it such scoundrels 
and nauseating hypocrites as 
Green, D ubinsky, La Guardia, 
Cahan and th e ir  like  to procla im  
themselves, as they did a t th is  
m eeting, as champions o f “ fre e ­
dom,”  “ ju s tice ,”  “ dem ocracy,”  

Hum anity,”  conscience,”  etc. Sta­
l in ’s c iim es enabled them  to  use 
the m urdered bodies and b lack­
ened reputa tions o f A lte r  and 
E hrlich  to conduct th is  super- 
pa trio tic , an ti-S ov ie t and a n ti­
com m un is t dem onstration.

A Letter to the 
Editor

State of Democracy 
In Washington, D. C.
E d ito r:

As an example of democracy in  
W ashington I  call your a tten tion  
to the fo llow ing  rem arks by A. J. 
Altemeyev, cha irm an of the Social 
Security Board, being questioned 
by a po ll-tax Representative, 
Malcolm Tarver, at a recent House 
com m ittee hearing. The rem arks 
are verbatim .

T a rve r: W hat about m ix ing
them (w h ite  and colored) a ll up 
in  the same room?

A ltem eyer: So fa r as tha t is 
concerned, I w i l l  give you the 
assurance I gave you before tha t 
we w il l  ce rta in ly  w ork th a t out 
in  accordance w ith  the space 
lim ita tio n s  so tha t there w i l l  be 
no greater offense to social sen­
s ib ilit ie s  than exist at the present 
tim e.

T a rve r: W hat about th is  busi­
ness of having colored stenograph­
ers called to attend to t lie  
stenographic needs of w h ite  em­
ployees and conversely w h ite  
stenographers being called to 
attend to the stenographic needs 
o f colored employees?

A ltem eyer: We w il l  not have 
tha t done. Now, you are asking 
two questions. I do not th in k  
there has ever been any question 
raised. M r. Jones can correct me, 
on colored people serv ing the 
needs of w h ite  persons or fu rn is h ­
in g  stenographic assistance. 1 
th in k  you mean p a rtic u la r ly  the 
other s itua tion .

T a rve r: I  th in k  both are ob­
jectionable.

A ltem eyer: I f  there is  any ob­
jection , we w i l l  e lim ina te  both.

T h is  was prin ted  recently in  the 
NAACP bu lle tin . I checked on i t  
and can vouch fo r its  au then tic ity .

A . L .
W ashington, D. C.
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A Short History 
Of 'The Militant’

By H E L E N  R U S S E LL

W ith  the en try  of the T ro tsky ­
ists in to  the Socialist P arty , The 
M il i ta n t  tem po ra rily  suspended 
pub lica tion . D u rin g  t i l ls  period, 
from  June 6, 1936 to August 14, 
1937, the T ro tsky is t views were 
presented in  an in te rn a l pa rty  
pub lica tion , •socialist Appeal, and 
a weekly, Labor Act ion ,  published 
by the C a lifo rn ia  local. Upon the 
bureaucratic expulsion of the 
T ro tsky is ts  by Norm an Thomas 
and Co., the Socialist Appeal be­
came tlie  o ffic ia l organ of the 
revo lu tiona ry  le ft wing. and. la te r, 
o f the Socialist W orkers P arty 
th a t was o ffic ia lly  organized in 
January  1938.

The Social ist Appeal was the 
on ly paper in  Am erica th a t told 
the tru th  about the Spanish C iv il 
W ar, exposing the treachery of 
■the S ta lin is t, Socia list and A narch­
is t leadership in  Spain tha t paved 
the way fo r F ranco’s v ic to ry . In ­
stead of leading tlie  s trugg le fo r 
socialism  they sought to prop up 
tlie  bankrup t “ democracy”  of 
Spanish cap ita lism . As Leon 
T ro tsky  warned in  the Appeal a t 
tha t tim e : “ I t  is impossible to 
lead the actual strugg le against 
fascism other than by the methods 
of t lie  p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion ."

T lie  menace of fascism was 
r is in g  not on ly abroad but also 
a t home. The Bundists, directed 
by B erlin , and na tive  fascist 
fo rm ations lik e  the Coughlinites, 
Pelley’s S ilve r S hirts , V ig ilan tes  
etc., were becoming more bold. 
Through the Social ist Appeal, the 
T ro tsky is ts  b rough t home tlie  
lessons of Germany and Spain 
tha t in  the strugg le against fas­
cism the workers could ro ly  on no 
force other than th e ir  own o r­
ganized strength. The Social ist 
Appeal advocated the fo rm a tion  of 
w orkers ' defense guards to pro tect 
labor unions, meetings and ha lls  
from  hooligan attacks.

The Bundists decided the tim #  
ripe  fo r mass public dem onstra­
tions. They were thw a rted  by 
the v ig ilance o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty .- The c lim ax o f 
th is  s trugg le  came in  F ebruary , 
1939 when the Bundists an­
nounced a mass m eeting a t M ad i­
son Square Garden in  New Y ork . 
A nsw ering  the ca ll o f the SWP, 
the on ly p a rty  capable o f s tru g ­
gle, 50,000 workers staged the 
m ost m ilita n t a n ti- fa sc is t demon­
s tra tio n  ever held in th is  coun­
try .  The T ro ts k y is ts  led s im ila r 
dem onstrations in  Los Angfeles 
and Philadelph ia .

La te r when the Coughlin ites 
attem pted to stage a march 
th rough  the streets of New Y ork  
and In to  Un ion Square, tha 
T ro tsky is ts  again were the on ly 
force to m obilize against them . 
T h is tim e the very th rea t of t  
counter-dem onstration launched 
th rough  tlie  Appeal sufficed t«- 
th w a rt the thugs: They called o ff 
th e ir  dem onstration:

The figh t against Fascism is  an 
in teg ra l pa rt of the s trugg le 
against cap ita lism , jus t as is the 
strugg le against im p e ria lis t war. 
The Social ist Appeal warned the 
Am erican people tha t w ar flowed 
from  tlie  con trad ic tions of Im ­
peria lism , the highest stage of 
cap ita lism , t lie  stage of its  decay 
and death agony. The way of 
socialism , warned the Social ist 
Appeal, alone could ave rt our 
country 's  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
Second W orld  W ar. T lie  position 
of the Socialist Appeal made i t  the 
on ly genuine anti-fasc is t force in  
the land.

On February 1, 1941 the name 
of the paper was changed back to 
The M i l i tan t ,  the o rig in a l name 
fo r th is  most courageous and con­
sistent figh ter .fo r the w o rk in g  
class.

In  Ju ly , 1941 the F B I raided the 
M inneapolis headquarters of t lie  
SWP. Ind ic tm ents  were handed 
down against T ro ts k y is t leaders 
and m il ita n t trade un ion is ts  of 
Teamsters Local 544-CIO.

The M il ita n t  played a lead ing 
ro le in m ob iliz ing  support fo r  the 
defendants, gave a fu l l  re p o rt on 
the h is to ric  t r ia l  and was the 
f ir s t  to  publish the verba tim  tes­
tim ony la te r issued as the pam ph­
lets, “ Socialism  On T r ia l”  by 
James P. Cannon and “ In  Defense 
o f Socia lism ”  by A lb e rt Goldman.

On the day war was declared, 
the defendants were sentenced to 
prison fo r term s up to one and a 
ha lf years.

The concluding a rtic le  of th is  
series w ill discuss tlie  h is to ry  of 
The M i l i ta n t  from  U. S. en try  in to  
the w ar up to t lie  Biddle-Post 
Office attack on th is  paper.
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Negro Struggle
By A lbert P arker  ¡

Loyle Lane's Speech at CRDC Meeting
Layle Lane aroused pa rticu la r 

in te res t when she touched on the 
strugg le  against Negro discrim ina^ 
t io n  in  her speech at the March 
2G m eeting o f the C iv il R ights 
Defense Committee, called to 
pro test the revocation of The 
M il i ta n t 's  second-class m a ilin g  
privileges. The reason fo r th is  is 
th a t she has a long record as a 
respected leader in  the figh t 
against J im  Crowisnt and as a 
m il ita n t  in  the March-On-Wash- 
in g ton  Movement.

M iss Lane took up —  and e ffec­
t iv e ly  answered —  A tto rn e y  Gen­
era l B iddle ’s le tte r  to the Post­
m aster General in which he called 
fo r  repressive action against The 
M il ita n t  on the ground, among 
others, th a t its  a rtic les  include 
“ s tim u la tio n  o f race issues.”

“ B u t,"  she said, “ in  m y opin ion 
the governm ent its e lf is the 
greatest offender in  th is  respect.
F o r i t  is  the governm ent w h ich 
segregates Negroes in  the armed 
forces. I t  is  the governm ent which 
d iscrim inates against Negroes in 
its  governm ent departments. In ­
deed, in  W ashington, the capita l 
o f the government, Negroes are 
no t even aide to trave l free ly  and 
on; an equal basis.

“ I  don't know how anyone can 
do more to ‘s tim u la te  race issues' 
than is constantly done on the 
flo o r of Congress by people like  
Representative R ankin who launch 
in to  the m ost in s u lt in g  and 
provocative attacks upon the 
Negro, people o r by the Congress- s trugg le  against th e ir  ca p ita lis t

said in concluding th is  po rtion  of 
her speech, " th a t  when i f  comes 
to  the s tim u la tio n  o f race issues, 
the governm ent is unquestionably 
the greatest o ffender. And any 
paper which opposes such prac­
tices —  as The M il ita n t  does —  
is do ing a service to the people 
o f th is  coun try .”

T h is  testim ony by Miss Lane is 
a ll the more valuable because she 
is not a T ro tsky is t and because 
she is no t in  fu l l  agreement w ith  
the line  of The M i l i ta n t .  I t  is 
m erely the recogn ition  by a 
responsible and respected Negro 
leader and trade u n io n is t th a t the 
fight in  defense of The M i l i ta n t  is 
the ligh t of a ll workers and 
defenders of c iv il libe rties  and 
dem ocratic rights.

* *  *
The tru th  is. of course, tha t The 

M il i ta n t  does not “ s tim u la te  race 
issues”  at a ll. B idd le ’s use o f tha t 
phrase is  a deliberate d is to rtion  
o f our policy. E very reader of th is  
paper knows tha t The M i l i ta n t  
fa r  from  s tim u la tin g  rac ia l con 
f lic t ,  is constantly figh ting  to 
e lim ina te  i t  a ltogether.

Racial antagonism s are not 
fostered by us but by the ca p ita l­
is t system and by those who 
bene fit from  se ttin g  one race 
against another because i t  enables 
them to  d ivide and rule. To “ s tim ­
ulate race issues”  would be to de­
fe a t our purpose, which is to  unite 
w h ite  and N egro w orkers in

Importance Of The Struggle 
On Behalf O f ‘The M ilitan t’

By A lbert Goldm an

men who refuse to pass an ti-lynch 
and an ti-po ll tax leg is la tion .”

Miss Lane went on to demon­
stra te  tha t rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  
as practiced by the governm ent is 
no t confined to Negroes alone. 
R e fe rring  to the trea tm ent by the 
ad m in is tra tion  of Japanese-Amer- 
icans as “ a d isgraceful b lo t”  on 
th is  cou n try ’s record, she cited 
figures to show economic d is c r im i­
na tion  too, as fo r example in the 
salaries o f teachers in the con­
cen tra tion  camps where the 
Japanese-Arpericans are confined: 
A  Japanese-American teacher, she 
declared, receives $19 a month, 
w h ile  w h ite  teachers do ing the 
same w ork receive $150 a month.

“ That is why I  believe,”  she

oppressors. Everyone acquainted 
w ith  the w ork  o f the T ro tsky is ts  
in  the labor movement knows 
th a t our members in the plants 
are a lways in the fo re fro n t o f the 
f ig h t  to convince the w h ite  w o rk ­
ers to accept, the Negro workers 
in to  the unions and to accept 
them moreover as members w ith  
complete and equal r ig h ts .

As Layle Lane indicated, we 
should h u r l B idd le ’s charge back 
in to  his own teeth. We should 
answer his lie  and his a ttack  by 
in te n s ify in g  the strugg le against 
cap ita lis t-insp ired rac ia l antagon­
isms and fo r  the abo lition  of J im  
Crowism. A necessary p a rt of! th is  
strugg le today is the defense of 
The M i l i ta n t . '

International Notes
By B E T T Y  K U E H N

There is no doubt th a t the elec­
tion  re tu rn s  in Denm ark, where 
95% o f the e lectora te voted 
against the Nazi oppressor, was 
an expression o f the Danish mass­
es’ hatred o f fascism.

B u t the election was fa r  from  
being a “ colossal blow to German 
prestige ”  as Danish o ffic ia ls  in 
London are asserting.

The "dem ocra tic”  ticket/ was 
ipade up of a coa lition  of the five 
parties p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the gov­
ernm ent— the Conservative Party, 
the Social Democrats, the L ibera ls, 
the Radicals and the R ight Union. 
T h is  coa lition  won out. in  the 
name o f “ democracy”  over the 
Danish Nazi pa rty  and the sym ­
pa th iz ing  Farm ers party.

However, N az i co llabora to r 
E r ik  Scavenius s t i l l  rem ains P re­
m ier. And, i t  is from  these very 
parties m aking up the “ democra­
t ic "  coa lition  th a t he derives his 
support. Through Scavenius’ p o li­
cy o f co llabora tion , Danish indus­
t r y  and a g ricu ltu re  has become 
one o f the main bu lw arks o f the 
Nazis. The masses, being against 
co llabora tion , and having no o ther 
way to  voice th e ir  op in ion as yet, 
voted fo r  the coa lition , which 
«laimed to be fo r  “ democracy.”

I t  costs l i t t le  to stage an elec­
t io n — HM ler has h is plebiscites— 
io r  the purpose of bo ls tering the 
fa ith  of the masses in  the capital- 
act. government. As long as the 
spokesman fo r tha t governm ent is 
able to continue pro tecting  the 
priv ileges o f his real constituents. 
-<’he Danish cap ita lis ts, these 
masses can keep going to the polls 
t i l l  doomsday. »

Madame Chiang Kai-shek’s wel­
come by the masses of the United 
States is a salute to the heroic 
s trugg le of the Chinese masses 
against Japanese im peria lism . To 
the Am erican workers, th is  s trug ­
gle is som ething lik e  the Soviet 
w o rkers ’ defense against the Nazi 
im p e ria lis t invader.

The Am erican ru lin g  class, how­
ever, understand ing th a t the 
Chinese cap ita lis ts  arc v ita l ly  in ­
terested in  preven ting  the Chinese 
strugg le fo r na tiona l libe ra tion  
from  breaking bounds and estab­
lis h in g  a w orkers ’ and peasants’ 
government, welcomes Madame 
Chiang as a representative of the 
Chinese cap ita lis ts.

To keep the na tiona l strugg le 
w ith in  iro n  contro l, the Chinese 
cap ita lis t governm ent has a t tim es 
gone so fa r  as to sabotage the wav

effort.. (L i Fu-jen has to ld the 
facts about the role of the cap ita l­
is ts in  China’s w ar in  the Feb. 
1911 Fourth In ternat ional.)

F u rth e r testim ony on the role 
o f the Chinese cap ita lis ts  and 
landlords comes in an unusually 
Ira n k  dispatch from  China to the 
M ar. 22 T im e magazine.

In  Honan province, an area 
v ita l to the w ar effort,, i t  is 
estimated tha t five m illio n  people 
w ill have died from  sta rva tion  by 
spring.

The most te rr ib le  th in g  about 
it, says the correspondent, “ is the 
knowledge tha t the fam ine m igh t 
have been averted.”

Chiang Kai-shek has made so 
many concessions to the bureacrats 
and land lords of the provinces 
tha t, being com pletely removed 
from  any respons ib ility  to the 
masses, they have no fee ling  w hat­
soever fo r the needs of the masses.I

“ By a tremendous m isca lcu la­
tion ,”  the rep o rte r states, “ no 
g ra in  was sent to the fam ine land 
in autum n when i t  m ig h t have 
a rrived  in tim e.”  A  “ m isca lcula­
tion ,”  th a t is, o f the callous d ic­
ta to rsh ip .

In  order to crush the Chinese 
revo lu tion  in  1927, Chiang Kai- 
shek had to make tremendous con 
cessions to the landowners. Thus 
nearly  the en tire  burden of 
taxa tion  is on the shoulders of 
the peasants. Through the g ra in  
taxes imposed on them, the 
peasants m ust feed the c iv ilia n  
o ffic ia ls  and the whole arm y.

W h ile  the to il in g  masses arc 
driven to eat the flesh of those 
who have already died from  
sta rvation , the o ffic ia l bureaucracy 
manages to m a in ta in  its  privileges. 
The Time  reporter emphasizes:

“ Before we le f t  Chengkow 
[C enter o f fam in e ] the o ffic ia ls  
gave us a banquet. W e had tw o 
soups. We had spiced lo tus, pep­
pered chicken, beef and w ate r 
chestnuts. W e had sp ring  ro lls , 
hot wheat buns, rice, bean-curd, 
chicken and fish . W c had three 
cakes w ith  sugar fro s tin g .”

Excerpts from his speech at the C iv i l  R ights Defense Com­
mittee protest meeting, Manhattan Center, A etc York, March 20,

i I t  may seem to  some people th a t in  any legal contest aga inst 
the decision o f the P ostm aster General to revoke the second-class 
m a ilin g  p riv ileges o f The M ilita n t,  the chances fo r  w in n in g  a t 
the present m om ent are too s lim  to  ju s t i fy  such a proceeding.
I  would consider th is  a ttitu d e  a serious e rro r. N o t because I  
c la im  th a t the chances are ve ry  good b u t because such a theory  
fa ils  to take in to  consideration the e ffe c t o f  a s trugg le  on the 
governm ent forces and on the progressive forces.

In  t ru th  the chances in ou r fa v o r are not ve ry  grea t. I  as­
sure you th a t the P ostm aster General, who f ile d  the pe titio n  to 
revoke the second-class m a ilin g  p riv ileges  before a board com­
posed o f three o f his assistants, did not spend any sleepless n igh ts  
w o rry in g  lest his assistants ru le  aga inst him . And a f te r  having- 
hurdled th a t tremendous obstacle, he has thereby placed h im se lf , 
in an exceedingly favorab le  position w ith  the courts  should his 
decision be challenged there. F o r i t  is a general ru le  th a t the 
decision o f an a d m in is tra tive  body is g iven g re a t w e ig h t by any 
court. We can also assume th a t the courts  are no t un in fluenced 
by the w ar atmosphere w h ich places a paper like  The M il ita n t  
under a trem endous handicap.

On the o ther hand the forces th a t can be m obilized to s tru g ­
gle  fo r  the r ig h ts  o f a paper expressing m in o r ity  sentim ents are 
no t v e ry  im posing.

The Effects o f Resistance
In  sp ite  o f the un favorable outlook, i t  would constitu te  c r im ­

ina l negligence on the pa rt o f those who believe in  the r ig h t 
o f social revo lu tion is ts  to freedom  o f expression not to  u tiliz e  
every legal po ss ib ility  to  reverse the decision o f the Postm aster. 
F o r to accept, w ith o u t a s trugg le , any lim ita t io n  o f freedom  is 
to encourage the enemies o f freedom and to  dem oralize its  friends.
I f  the enemies o f our r ig h ts  see th a t th e ir  actions are no t meek­
ly  accepted but ac tive ly  opposed, they w ill hesita te  before c lam p­
in g  down on those whose views do not fo llo w  the irs .

I t  is m y opin ion th a t a lready our re fusa l to accept qu ie tly  
the action o f the governm ent aga inst The M il ita n t  has resulted 
in a re tre a t on the pa rt o f the au tho rities . Labor A c tion  has thus 
fa r  been saved the fa te  o f The M il ita n t  and issues o f The M il ita n t  
have been pe rm itted  to  go th rou gh  th ird -c lass  m a il. Had we 
not raised our voices in p ro test, had we not m obilized the re a lly  
progressive forces behind the f ig h t  o f The M ilita n t,  i t  is qu ite 
lik e ly  th a t ne ithe r The M il ita n t nor Labor A c tion  would be pe r­
m itted  to  go th rough  the m a il a t a ll.

Jjt *

C erta in  libe ra l elements have no t a t a ll g iven serious tho ugh t 
to the s ign ificance o f the governm ent action w ith  reference to 
The M il ita n t  and to the m otives w h ich  should actuate them  i^i 
p ro te s ting  aga inst th a t action. The best example o f a ve ry  super­
f ic ia l and dangerous a ttitu d e  is the ed ito ria l com m ent o f The 
N a tion  o f M arch 13. ,

The A ttitude o f ‘The N ation’
W ith o u t ta k in g  the troub le  to analyze the contents o f The 

M ilita n t o r even the excerpts upon w hich the Post O ffice relies 
fo r  its  decision, the ed ito ria l w r ite r  o f The N a tion  declares th a t 
“ we f in d  i t  easy to believe th a t The M il ita n t  en terta ined such 
gaudy am b itions,”  re fe rr in g  to  the governm ent’s charge th a t The 
M ilita n t had attem pted “ to embarrass and defeat the governm ent 
in its  e f fo r t  to prosecute the w a r.”

The fa c t is th a t not one single excerpt cited by the govern­
ment can be in te rp re ted  to  indica te th a t The M il ita n t  aim s a t 
de feating  the governm ent in  the w a r. The M il ita n t  does no t sup-

CRDC Meeting 
DemandsEndTo 
Ban OnáMilitant9

The hope fo r China’s national 
strugg le is the reawakening of 
mass a c tiv ity . O nly the pa rtic ipa  
lion  of the masses in  con tro l of 
th e ir  w a r can guarantee the out­
come. O nly i f  the masses wrest 
leadership o f the w a r from  the 
cap ita lis ts  and landlords, along 
w ith  the co rru p t o ffic ia ls  who 
represent them, can C hina ’s s trug  
gle fo r na tiona l libe ra tion  come to 
a v ic to rious  conclusion.

(Continued fro m  page 1)
im p lied  th a t i t  would not support 
The M i l i tan t 's  figh t i f  th is  paper 
were not the organ of a com­
para tive ly  sm all group.

(Excerpts from  Goldman’s speech 
w ill be found on Page 3 of th is  
issue.)

L A Y L E  L A N E ’S SPEEC H
Layle  Lane, member o f the N a ­

tiona l Com m ittee o f the Negro 
M arch-O n-W ashington Movement 
and fo rm e r v ice-president o f the 
A m erican Federation o f Teach­
ers, drew applause from  the meet­
ing  when she charged th a t “ the 
reason The M il ita n t  is under a t­
tack is because i t  indicates a be t­
te r way o f li fe  fo r  the masses.”

Miss Lane b r ie fly  reviewed the 
“ crim es”  w ith  w h ich The M i l i ta n t  
had been charged by B idd le  and 
the Post Office— its  artic les  ex­
posing B ig  Business pro fiteering, 
the governm ent’s collabora tion 
w ith  the fascists, W ashington ’s ap­
proval of J im  Crowism, etc.— and 
then she read excerpts from  the 
cap ita lis t press to corroborate the 
tru th  o f the artic les  in  The M i l i ­
tant.

(See A lb e rt Parker's column. 
The Negro S truggle,”  on P. 3 of 

th is  issue fo r fu r th e r  comment on 
Lay le  Lane’s speech.)

A C L U  S P E A K E R  
C liffo rd  Forster, speaking on be­

ha lf of the Am erican C iv il L ib e r­
ties Union, to ld  w hy th a t organ­
iza tion  was backing The M i l i ta n t ’s 
figh t in th is  case. He declared tha t 
i t  was in  re a lity  a con tinua tion  of 
the governm ent’s a ttack on the 
T ro ts k y is t movement begun in 
1941 in  the M inneapolis t r ia l of 
28 Socia lis t W orkers P arty  and 
Local 544-CIO members.

“ I f  The M i l i ta n t  can be sup 
pressed m erely because one o r two 
offic ia ls disagree w ith  its  con 
tents,”  Forster said, "the n  censor 
sh ip  has indeed reared its  ug ly 
head in  th is  country.

“ I t  is the du ty  o f each o f us 
to pro test and f ig h t  against the 
Post O ffice order, and to  support 
the f ig h t  a ll the way up to  the 
Supreme C ourt,”  F o rs te r conclud­

ed, “ and tha t is the position  taken 
by the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
U n ion.”

Emanuel G arrett, ed ito r of the 
weekly, Labor Action, w h ich  has 
u n t il recently also suffered in ­
terference from  the Post Office, 
expressed opposition to the Biddle- 
Post Office move "because i t  is 
an attack on the dem ocratic r ig h t 
of free press fo r w h ich  labor has 
fought so many years, because in 
essence i t  is an a ttack on a ll 
dem ocratic r ig h ts .”
“ 100% S o lid a rity ”

The reactionaries are m ak ing  a 
test case o f The M i l i tan t ,  he con­
tinued, and i f  they w in , i t  w i l l  be 
a signal fo r an a ll-ou t a ttack on 
a ll o ther outspoken labor and 
lib e ra l papers, “ Our course, there­
fore, is  100% s o lid a rity  w ith  The 
M il i tan t ,  100% h o s tility  to the 
reactionary  practices and p ro ­
cedure of the Post Office and the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion .”

John F in e rty , W orkers Defense 
League a tto rney who played a 
prom inent role in  the fights to 
save Tom Mooney, Sacco-Vanzelti 
and Odell W aller, declared tha t 
second-class m a ilin g  priv ileges are 
not priv ileges bu t righ ts , w h ich  
cannot be lega lly  w ith d ra w n  by 
a rb itra ry  decree of W ashington 
bureaucrats.

He expressed "the  hope that 
when the case reaches the courts, 
there w il l  be no pussyfooting and 
tha t The M i l i ta n t  w i l l  figh t out 
the fundam ental issue,”  w h ich  he 
described as the r ig h t  to say w hat 
i t  wished, except, m ate ria l which 
would give m il i ta r y  in fo rm a tio n  
to the enemy.

George Novack, secretary of the 
C iv il R ights Defense Committee 
acted as cha irm an o f the meeting, 
and b r ie f ly  ou tlined the m ain facts 
in  the h is to ry  of the Biddle-Post 
Office a ttack on The M il i tan t .

Since th is  was the firs t public 
m eeting of the CRDC in  New York 
since the assassination of Carlo 
Tresca, vice cha irm an of the Com­
m ittee, the audience rose fo r  a 
m inu te  in  honor of the memory 
o f th is  iife -long  defender of c iv il 
libe rties .

p o rt the w a r bu t i t  does no t aim  a t the de feat o f the U . S. gov­
ernm ent by any o f the enemy governm ents in  the w a r. T h a t is 
not such a d if f ic u lt  d is tinc tio n  to  grasp, even by governm ent o f­
fic ia ls , le t alone libera ls .

The fa c t is  th a t The M il ita n t  is p o lit ic a lly  opposed to  a ll 
people who would res is t the d ra ft  o r take any action  w ith  the  
in te n tio n  o f b r in g in g  about the defeat o f the governm ent by the 
enemy governm ents. The au tho ritie s  base th e ir  conclusion th a t 
The M il ita n t  is a tte m p tin g  to  de feat the governm ent in  the  w a r 
on the theory  th a t the a rtic les  o f The M ilita n t, c r it ic a l o f the 
governm ent’s polic ies w ith  reference to labor, the Negro people 
and o ther m atters, m ig h t lead some people to in te rfe re  w ith  the 
w a r e ffo r t.

To say th a t th is  is an im p e ria lis t w a r o r to  c ritic ize  the  gov­
e rnm ent’s polic ies w ith  reference to its  dealings w ith  D arlan , 
o r to s ta te  th a t the governm ent’s policies place the burden o f 
the w a r on the w o rk in g  masses and fa v o r J im  C row ism , con­
s titu tes , in  the eyes o f governm ent au tho rities , obstruction  o f the 
governm ent’s w a r e ffo rts .

I t  is true  th a t the c ritic ism s  o f those who support the  w a r 
have no t as ye t been designated by the governm ent a u tho ritie s  
as seditious. B u t le t the dem ocratic supporters o f the w a r re ­
member th a t th e ir  c r it ic is m  also can be said to  in te rfe re  w ith  
the w ar e ffo r t .  I t  is to  pro tect th e ir  own r ig h t  to  c itic ize  th a t 
the libe ra l forces m ust ra l ly  to  the defense o f The M il ita n t .

*  *  *

“ I f  The M il ita n t  represented an y th in g  lik e  the menace o f, 
say, Social Justice, we would w itness its  com plete suppression 
w ith o u t a qua lm .”  Does the above expression fro m  the e d ito r ia l 
o f The N a tion  mean th a t the ed itors make a d is tin c tio n  between 
Social Justice and The M il ita n t  on the ground th a t the fo rm e r 
was a fasc is t paper and the la tte r  is an a n ti- fa s c is t paper? T h a t 
would c e rta in ly  be a va lid  d is tinc tio n  upon w hich a »liberal could 
refuse to defend Social Justice and w holehearted ly  defend The 
M ilita n t.

B u t The N a tion  procla im s its  adherence to  the “ c lear and 
present danger”  doctrine o f the la te  Justice Holmes, and. i t  is 
because The M il ita n t  has a sm all c ircu la tio n  th a t i t  ve ry  m ild ly  
disapproves o f the governm ent’s action.

N a tu ra lly , as an a tto rney, I  have fre q u e n tly  raised th is  clear 
and present danger doctrine  in  defense o f those charged w ith  
revo lu tiona ry , ac tiv itie s . A n y  lega l p roposition  in  fa vo r o f a de­
fendan t should be raised. B u t th a t does no t mean th a t a lib e ra l 
in terested in  democracy and freedom  o f expression should u tiliz e  
i t  in  a way which would ju s t i fy  the suppression o f a re vo lu tion ­
a ry  paper i f  i t  had a la rge, instead o f a sm all, c ircu la tio n .

W hat k ind o f democracy is i t  which pe rm its  a revo lu tiona ry  
paper to  ex is t on ly when and because i t  has a sm a ll c ircu la tio n?

I  can understand the pos ition  o f those consistent dem ocrats 
who w ou ld  defend the  r ig h t  o f the revo lu tion is ts  as w e ll as the 
fascists to  free  speech. B u t I  cannot understand the position  o f 
one who considers h im se lf to  be dem ocratic and who would g ive 
a group freedom  o f expression on ly  when i t  is  sm all in  num bers 
and influence.

‘N ation’ Ignores Basie D istinction
To The N a tion  the fa c t th a t Social Justice is a fasc is t paper 

and The M il ita n t  a fie rce  a n d  devoted a n ti- fa sc is t paper seems 
to make no d iffe rence . A n d  i t !; is  th is  basic d is tin c tio n  w h ich  
should be recognized b y  a ll labo r people and libe ra ls . I  do no t 
w an t i t  believed th a t I  advocate the idea o f hav ing  the  govern­
m ent prosecute the fascists. I  would no t defend them  bu t I  would 
no t ca ll fo r  th e ir  a rre s t and prosecution. F irs t ,  because I  do no t 
believe th a t the governm ent would prosecute the  rea l powers 
behind the fasc is ts  and second, because I  th in k  th a t fo r  us to  
demand the prosecution o f  fasc is ts  gives the  governm ent a ju s t i­
fica tio n  fo r  the prosecution o f re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is ts . The w o rk ­
ing  class m ust s tru g g le  aga inst fascism  in  its  own w ay and 
w ith  its  own methods. The best and the on ly  e ffec tive  method 
o f s tru g g lin g  aga inst fascism  is by  so lv ing  a ll o f  the basic prob­
lems o f society and th a t can be done on ly  th rough  socialism .

The libera ls  m ay not agree w ith  the idea th a t socialism  is 
the on ly  e ffec tive  weapon aga inst fasc ism  bu t they  w i l l  ce rta in ­
ly  agree th a t The M il ita n t  is an a n ti- fa sc is t paper. I f  they do no t 
w a n t to c a rry  th e ir  ideas o f democracy to  an extrem e where 
they would defend the r ig h t  o f the  fascists to freedom  o f expres­
sion, i t  is ce rta in ly  in  th e ir  in te rests as a n ti-fa sc is ts  to  pro tect 
an a n ti-fa sc is t paper.

The M il ita n t  does no t suppo rt the w a r because i t  does no t 
believe that) i t  is a w a r fo r  democracy aga inst fascism , bu t the  
s ligh te s t acquaintance w ith  its  character would convince anyone 
th a t in any real s trugg le  aga inst fascism , such as in  the c iv i l w a r 
in Spain, i t  w ould th ro w  a ll its  power aga ins t the fascists.

To pe rm it the  governm ent to go unchallenged in  its  a rb itra ry  
action o f de p riv ing  The M il ita n t  o f its  second-class m a ilin g  p r iv i­
leges is to  accept the in te rp re ta tio n  o f the governm ent th a t 
c r it ic is m  o f its  policies is equiva lent to an a ttem p t to  de feat the 
governm ent in  the war. Labor and libe ra lism  m ust f ig h t  against 
such an in te rp re ta tio n .

To p e rm it the governm ent to  go unchallenged in  its  action 
means also to weaken the a n ti- fa s c is t fo rces. Labor and lib e r­
a lism  m ust not, in th e ir  own in te rests, p e rm it a s ing le  an ti-fa sc is t 
voice to  be silenced.

ALP Leaders Prepare for 
Coming Political Fights

Over 250 state labor leaders, 
representing 110 CIO, A FL and 
other unions, met on March 25 
at the Hotel Astor in New York 
C ity to complete formation of 
the Trade Union Council of the 
American Labor Party. These 
leaders, official representatives 
of nearly a m illion New York 
trade un ion ists, pledged support 
to the A L P ’s plans fo r po litica l 
a c tiv ity  in  the 1944 pres identia l 
campaign.

Permanent o ffic ia ls  of the A L P ’s 
Trade U nion Council include 
Charles S. Z im m erm an, ILG W U  
Vice-President, C hairm an: Charles 
K errigan , reg ional d irec to r of the 
CIO United A uto  W orkers and 
G alv in  McPherson, national repre­
sentative of the CIO Shipyard 
W orkers Union, co-chainncn; Jack 
A ltm an, manager o f the New Y ork 
Jo in t Board of the CIO U nited 
R eta il & W holesale Employees of 
Am erica, secretary.

Accord ing to reports in  the 
press, th is  Council, in  cooperation 
w ith  the ALP , w i l l  express trade 
un ion  op in ion “ on a ll im p o rtan t 
po litica l issues and leg is la tion  a f­
fecting  labo r” ; serve “ as a general 
agency fo r  pub lic  re la tions  be-

The Tory-Labor Coalition 
And The British Masses

By W ILLIAM  F. WARDE

tween labor and the com m un ity” ; 
"s trengthen the bond between the 
A LP  and the organized w orkers” ; 
and "b r in g  organized labo r’s 
wisdom and experience to bear in 
fo rm u la tin g  pa rty  po lic ies.”

IM P O R T A N T  SIGNS
Two s ign ifican t facts can be ob­

served in  connection w ith  th is  
action. None of the S ta lin is t trade 
un ion leaders of New Y ork  have 
any position of prom inence in  th is  
Council. Shut ou t as they are from  
the top circles of the Am erican 
Labor Party, i t  is  believed possible 
th a t the S ta lin is ts  are seeking to 
u tilize  the jo in t  C IO -AFL and 
R ailroad Brotherhood leg is la tive  
campaign com m ittees to bu ild  up 
a  para lle l organ izationa l setup to 
the A LP  in  New York, w h ich  they 
can exp lo it fo r th e ir  own reac­
tio n a ry  purposes.

The present A L P  leaders are 
themselves uncerta in  of w hat 
course they w ill pursue in  the 
1944 elections. A lthough they are 
pledged to support Roosevelt i f  he 
should be re-nominated fo r a 
fo u rth  term , they w i l l  not commit, 
themselves any fu r th e r  to the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  ' i n  N. Y. u n t il 
they see how events develop.

Since the s ta rt o f the w a r the 
domestic po litica l life  of England 
has been dom inated by a truce be­
tween the ru l in g  Conservatives 
and the top leaders o f the Labor 
Party. A lthough  d iffe rent, in  
form , because organized labor in  
th is  coun try  lias as yet no pa rty  
of its  own, th is  Tory-Labor coa li­
tion  lias been s im ila r  in  effect to 
the collabora tion between Roose­
ve lt's  ad m in is tra tio n  and the 
A m erican trade-union offic ia ls. 
Under cover o f “ na tiona l un ity , 
tile  o ffic ia l labo r movement, in 
B r ita in  as in  the U. S., has been 
subordinated to the cap ita lis t 
class whose in terests are protected 
and promoted by the government.

Despite the w orld  - sha tte ring  
events w h ich  have occurred, there 
has been no general election in  
England since 1935. The reac­
tio n a ry  polic ies of C hurch ill's  
regim e and the p o lit ic a l truce 
concluded by the Labor P arty  
leadership have never been sub­
m itted  to t ile  dem ocratic test of 
a na tiona l vote. M illio n s  of w o rk ­
ers, soldiers and the you th  have 
never had the chance to cast a 
ba llo t!

M ASSES S W IN G  L E F T  
M eanwhile, under the im pact o f 

the war, the w o rk ing  masses, so l­
diers, and m iddle class elements 
have been sw ing ing  s tead ily  le f t  
ward. They are m an ifes ting  
s t r o n g  d issa tis fac tion  w ith  
C h u rch ill’s fo re ign  and domestic 
policies. The vvorkers are s tr iv in g  
to  regain freedom o f class action 
on both the economic and p o litica l 
arenas. In  E ngland the precon­
d itio n  fo r  th is  em ancipation is a 
breakup o f the T o ry -L a b o r coa li­
tion .

The m il ita n t  mood of the  w o rk ­
ers is indicated by the outbreak 
of numerous “ ou tlaw ”  s trikes 
wh ich have been in it ia te d  against 
the lop leadership and against the 
S ta lin is ts  by m iners, shipbuilders, 
dockers, a irc ra ft  w orkers and 
others.

These independent economic 
actions are being paralle led by a 
g row ing  opposition to the con­
tinuance o f the coa lition  as 
demonstrated by the resu lts of 
recent by-elections fo r in d iv id u a l 
replacements of Members of 
P arliam ent. In  West Belfast, fo r ­
m erly a strongho ld of the worst 
T o ry  reaction, the voters have ju s t 
elected the f irs t  Labor M. P. ever 
sent from  U lste r to W h iteh a ll. In  
the M id lo th ian  section of Scotland 
in  w hat was regarded a safe Tory 
seat, the T o ry  candidate scraped 
by thank 's  to a few hundred votes.

Beveridge Plan. B y  a vote o f 335 
to 119, the governm ent m a jo rity  
cyn ica lly  showed i t  had no in ­
ten tion  o f enacting even these 
modest ’ reform s.

T h is  has provoked a c ris is  in 
the upper circ les o f the Labor 
P a rty . Such leading Labor M in ­
is ters as Bevin and M orrison  de­
fended the governm ent’s sabotage 
o f the Beveridge plan aga inst the 
bu lk  o f the Labo r M .P .’s and cer­
ta in ly  aga inst the desires o f the 
rank -an d -file . They openly so lid- 
arized w ith  the reactionary  a n ti­
labor position o f C h u rch ill and 
his T o ry  gang. Bevin appears to  
be p repa ring  to fo llo w  the path 
o f Ramsay M acDonald who, a fte r  
se lling  ou t the Labor P a rly , w ent 
over body and soul to  the ca p ita l­
is ts.

C h u rc h ill’s speech a week ago 
Sunday was obviously designed to 
a lla y  thè bitterness created by 
these events. The P rim e M in is te r 
wants to strengthen the Tory- ’ 
Labor d ike against the r is in g  tide  
of discontent w h ich  threatens to 
sweep away the coa lition . B u t 
C h urch ill's  p o s t-w a r promises 
cannot stave o ff increasing resent­
ment nor the fu r th e r development 
of the c ris is  w ith in  the Labor 
Party.

B E V E R ID G E  P L A N  V O TE
The disgust, d is illu s io n  and 

discontent o f the masses w ith  the 
C h u rch ill government and its  sup­
porters was accentuated last 
month by the Tory-contro lled P ar­
liam en t’s re jection  of a demand 
fo r some im m ediate action on the

C.P. SEEKS A F F IL IA T IO N
A t th is  ju nc tu re  the Com m unist 

P arty  has stepped up its  campaign 
fo r  a ff ilia tio n  w ith  the Labor 
P arty . In  February the N a tiona l 
Executive Com m ittee o f the Labor 
P a rty  turned down its  request fo r  
a ff ilia tio n . B u t the question is 
bound to the brought up again by 
the S ta lin is ts  on the flo o r o f the 
Labor P arty  convention to be held 
ea rly  in  May.

The resentment of the B r it is h  
workers against the Tories and 
against the betrayals of the Labor 
m in ister-captives, th e ir  adm ira ­
tion  fo r the deeds o f the Red 
A rm y , th e ir  m istaken iden tifica ­
tion  o f the S ta lin is ts  w ith  the 
October R evolution, the Soviet 
Union and com m unism  w i l l  un­
doubtedly induce considerable 
numbers o f workers to welcome 
Ol pun s is iu n e is  aq j jo  X.iiua oqq 
support th e ir  demand against the 
Labor bureaucrats

In  th e ir  a ttem pt to enter the 
Labor P arty  the S ta lin is ts  a im  to 
m a in ta in  the p o lit ic a l truce w ith  
C h u rch ill and the E ng lish  cap ita l­
ists, to cement the crack ing  Tory- 
Labor coa lition , and to block the 
road to independent class action 
in  in d u s try  o r in  po litics . The 
S ta lin is t m achine seeks more 
favorable ground to m an ipu la te  
the le ftw a rd  movement of ra d i­
calized workers in  the in terests 
of the reactionary  fo re ign po licy  
of the K re m lin .

These policies o f the S ta lin is ts  
can most e ffec tive ly  be combatted 
by revo lu tion is ts  inside the ranks 
of the Labor P a rty  where the 
S ta lin is ts  propose to operate.

JOHN L. LEWIS DEFENDS 
THE MINERS’ DEMANDS 
AT TRUMAN HEARING

The members of the Truman Senate Investigating Commit­
tee may have hoped to intimidate or smear the United Mine 
Workers’ fight for wage raises when they subpoenaed John L. 
Lewis to appear at an open hearing on March 26, but i f  that 
was their hope., they were sadly mistaken. For Lewis gave more 
than he got, and he used the three-hour hearing as a forum for 
ju s tify in g  the m iners ' demands in®
the cu rre n t coal 
tions.

wage negotia-

Lew is pointed out, th a t the gov­
ernm ent had one po licy  fo r  the 
p ro fitee ring”  corporations and an­

other fo r  labor, th a t i t  was rea lly  
c o n trib u tin g  to in fla t io n  “ by ex­
cessive rewards to in d u s try ”  w h ile  
te llin g  50,000,000 w orkers tha t "we 
can 't do an y th in g  fo r you.”  Declar­
in g  th a t the goverm ent had given 
the employers 49 b illio n  do lla rs in  
w ar contracts, of w h ich  10% was 
pro fit, he asserted th a t “ a ll of 
those pro fits  are in fla tio n a ry .”

The Senators a t the hearing 
tr ie d  to com m it Lew is on the 
question of a coal s tr ik e  i f  the 
un ion does no t secure its  demands. 
Lewis rep lied th a t the no-strike 
agreement made by the labor 
leaders a fte r Pearl H a rbo r was 
“ no t necessarily b ind ing ”  because 
the W ar Labor Board through Us 
" L it t le  Steel”  fo rm u la  bad v io la ted 
the governm ent’s p a rt o f the 
agreement, and th a t the unions 
are under no com pulsion to accept 
the Board’s decisions.

“ P O R T A L TO P O R T A L”
Lew is also called a tten tion  to a 

ru lin g  by the New Orleans C irc u it

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

Court o f Appeals la9t m onth th a t 
ore m iners m ust he pa id on a 
“ po rta l to p o rta l”  basis, th a t is, 
they m ust be paid from  the tim e  
they enter u n t il the tim e  they 
leave the m ine, instead of, as a t 
present, from  the tim e  they reach 
th e ir  w o rk in g  place u n t i l  they  
leave it .  He said th a t the W LB  
wage fo rm u la  was in  c o n flic t w ith  
th is  cou rt decision, but th a t the 
m iners would s t i l l  in s is t on the 
“ po rta l to p o rta l”  basis.

Lew is caustica lly  rejected the 
worth less promises about s tab iliz ­
in g  the cost of l iv in g  w h ich have 
been made so often by governm ent 
offic ia ls  and w h ich  were repeated 
a t the hearing by some o f the Sen­
ators.

Senator B u rton  prom ised th a t 
Congress would deal sa tis fa c to rily  
w ith  p ro fits  and taxes, and asked:

“ I f  we stop these undue p ro fits  
and costs from  ris in g , w i l l  you 
help keep wages down?”

“ W ill you phone m e?”  Lew is  
rep lied.

By taxes and the renegotia tion  
o f contracts, “ we w il l  hope the 
r ic h  w il l  not get r ich e r ou t o f the 
w ar,”  said Senator Brewster.

“ We a ll hope w ith  you, but hope 
deferred m aketh the h e a rt sick,”  
Lew is rem arked.

Lew is also expressed w illingness  
to have a new labor board to  
replace the W LB. He declared a 
board lik e  the one set up in  W orld  
W ar I would be be tte r than the 
present board.

(See Page }, fo r  ed ito r ia l  on- 
Lewis and the W ar  Labo r Board.}
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the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta r ia t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

pe ria lism  and o f in te rna l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade 
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2 . Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers  
drafted into  the arm y.

3 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
with Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits. E xpro­
priation  o f a ll war industries and the ir  
operation under workers’ control.

5 . F o r a rising scale o f wages to m eet the 
rising cost o f living.

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7 . An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

9 . D efend the Soviet Union against im ­
perialist attack.

Steel Test Faking
Two vita l issues are involved in the exposure 

that an important subsidiary of the U. S. Steel 
faked its records on steel tests and deliberately 
sold the government of this country and its allies 
sub-standard steel armor plate. (See article on 
Rage I.)

The first is the contrast in the treatment accord­
ed by capitalist propagandists to the Steel Cor­
poration on the one hand and to the coal miners on 
the other. The exposure of the steel barons’ con­
duct takes place while the miners are fighting for 
an increase in their wages to defend their stand­
ard of living. The fu ll barrage of capitalist slander 
has fallen on the miners, including the lynch-in- 
citing cry- of sabotage.

Assuredly, the sale oi sub-standard steel could 
have resulted ( if  it has not already done so) in 
the loss of lives of sailors and merchant marine- 
men. Yet the same capitalist propagandists who 
cannot find charges vile enough to hurl against 
the miners, have joined almost unanimously to

( whitewash the U. S. Steel in this flagrant case.
The second issue raised by the exposure is even 

more important. The U. S. Steel case is the sec­
ond such scandal brought to light recently. In 
January of this year it was shown that the Ana­
conda Copper Company had sent millions of dol­
lars worth o f sub-standard wire to the armed for­
ces o f the United States and the Allies.

What motivated the company officials to en­
gage in these criminal frauds? The most valid 
explanation touches the heart of the main economic 
and political problems of our day: the monopoly 
ownership of the means of production and their 
operation for profit.

Dominated by the profit motive, the. capitalists 
seek to increase their profits, either directly by 
such practices as revealed before the Truman Com­
mittee, or indirectly by placing pressure on their 
underlings to speed up the output to such a degree 
that production of sub-standard articles results. 
The minor corporation officials frequently resort to 
such methods as faking to hold their jobs.

These frauds automatically pose the question: 
Are the capitalists f it  to control the lives and live­
lihoods of the workers? This question was inad­
vertently touched upon in the following dialogue 
that took place before the Truman Committee: 

Senator Ferguson: ‘‘Do you consider the testi­
mony and evidence as showing good management?” 

Benjamin Fairless: “ I do not. I consider it very 
poor management.”

M r. F'airless, President of the United States Steel 
Corporation, heads one of the most powerful mono­
polies in America. I f  he is forced to describe the 
management of his concern in such terms, the case 
for capitalism is bad indeed.

In the light of the latest crimes committed for 
the sake of profits, The M ilita n t’s program for 
“ Expropriation of all war industries and their op­
eration under workers’ control”  takes on urgency. 
Under workers’ control industries w ill be operated 
not for the profits of a few capitalists, but in the 
interests of the great masses of the country.

Lewis And The 
War Labor Board

John L. Lewis stoutly defended and completely 
justified the mine workers’ wage demands at the 
Truman Senate Investigating Committee hearing 
held in Washington on March 26.

But when he declared that he favored the es­
tablishment of another labor board to take the 
place of the present War Labor Board, he showed 
that he was still committed to the course that hog- 
tied the labor movement and led to its present 
crisis.

It must never be forgotten that Lewds, like the 
CIO and AFL leaders, was one of the sponsors of 
the present War Labor Board. When its predeces­
sor, the National Defense Mediation Board, voted 
against the demands o f the “ captive”  miners in the 
fa ll o f 1941, the CIO leaders, under Lewis’ press­
ure, denounced and resigned from that Boaial; 
blowing it sky high.

But instead of acting on the lesson that the very 
function o f such agencies is to bind the unions to 
the war machine and to prevent their independent 
action against the employers, Lewis and the other 
labor leaders helped Roosevelt set up the present 
Board after Pearl Harbor.

Despite the fact that the War Labor Board’s poli­
cies and activities have made it necessary for the 
miners to denounce it and refuse to submit to its 
jurisdiction, Lewis right now, in the midst of the 
present coal controversy, proposes the setting up 
of still another board. Apparently he does not 
break with the idea of labor being imprisoned in 
such bodies, but has a quarrel merely with their 
personnel. He is only asking that these boards 
grant slightly greater concessions to labor and es­
pecially to-its officialdom.

The trade union militants, in absorbing the les­
sons of the miners’ struggle for decent wages, w ill 
not consent to play blind man’s b lu ff first with 
one board, then another. They w ill demand that 
labor cease its policy of subservience to the war 
machine and strike out as an independent power 
to do the job for which it was organized —  to 
fight for the interests of the working'class until the 
day when labor shall come into its own.

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

To defend the USSR as

Why Does Biddle Want To Ban ‘The Militant?’
W hy is he he lp ing  the Post O ffice to revoke our m a ilin g  r ig h ts ?  F o r the  background 
to  the present a tta ck  on freedom  o f the  press, you should learn how and w h y  he tr ie d  
to  fram eup 28 members o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and o f Local 544-CIO in  the 
fam ous M inneapo lis t r ia l  o f 1941. Read:

SIMM OI Tlllll
by James P . Cannon 

1 1 6  Page Pam phlet . . . O nly  1 0  Cents!

ini Din of sun
by A lb ert Goldm an

1 0 0  Page Pam phlet . . . O nly 1 0  Cents!

O rder fro m :

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 116 UNIVERSITY PLACE
NEW YORK

A Statement On The 
Slaughter Of The Jews

By the Executive Committee of The Fourth International
The M il ita n t  has received the fo l low ing  declara­

t ion f rom  the Executive Committee of the F ourth  
In te rna t iona l (W or ld  P a rty  of Socialist Revolu­
t io n ) :

H it le r ’s mass m urders of the Jew ish people of 
Europe arouse in  every class conseious w orker a 
fee ling of fu ry  against th is  arcli-sad ist .evil spawn 
of decaying capita lism .

The fu l l  b ru n t of H it le r ’s insane violence fa lls  
against the Jew ish to ile rs : workers, artisans and 
sm all tradesmen, who make up the huge m a jo rity  
of the Jews of Europe and the world . The wealthy 
Jews have been able, in  large measure, to escape 
or to buy priv ileges the trapped poor Jew's cannot 
secure.

Open the Doors o f Refuge!
Anger against H it le r  and sym pathy fo r the 

Jew ish people are not enough. E very w o rke r m ust 
do w hat he can to aid and pro tect the Jews from  
those who hu n t them  down. The A llied  ru lin g  
classes, w h ile  m aking cap ita l of H it le r ’s treatm ent 
of the Jew's fo r th e ir  w ar propaganda, discuss and 
deliberate on th is  question endlessly. The w'orkers 
in the A llie d  countries m ust raise the demand: 
Give im m ediate refuge to the Jews and to a ll those 
being hounded fo r rac ia l o r re lig ious reasons or 
fo r advocating social progress, who are pounding 
desperately a t the gates. Quotas, im m ig ra tio n  laws, 
visas—these m ust be cast aside. Open the doors 
o f re fuge to those who otherw ise face ex te rm ina­
tio n ! The r ig h t  to asylum  is an elem entary 
democratic r ig h t, w h ich  the workers and a ll honest 
democrats m ust support.

The workers, regardless of na tional, rac ia l or

re lig ious o rig in , m ust wage w ar to the death 
against a ll pre judices w h ich  the cap ita lis t class 
fosters in  order to d iv ide  the masses by creating 
in te rn a l antagonism  among them. A ga inst the 
cap ita lis ts ’ a ttem pt to cleave the workers in to  
w a rr in g  groups, the w orkers m ust s tr iv e  to u n ite  
around a program  w h ich w i l l  b ring  class v ic to ry  
over capita lism .

in  its  period of dem ocratic revo lu tion  against 
feudalism , when cap ita lism  was a young and 
progressive social system, i t  extended the r ig h ts  
o f man and of c itizensh ip  to Jews and other 
re lig ious m inorities.- C apita lism , in  its  im p e ria lis t 
period o f decay, in  its  reactionary struggle against 
the p ro le ta ria t, the new r is in g  class, is tak ing  
away the dem ocratic r ig h ts  from  the masses. The 
reactionary tendencies of in te rna tiona l cap ita lism  
find th e ir  most developed fo rm  in  fascism, w hich, 
w h ile  crush ing the labor movement and abolish ing 
a ll dem ocratic righ ts , th rus ts  the Jew's in to  ghettos 
more ho rrib le  than those of feudalism , ghettos 
tHat are in  re a lity  human slaughter houses.

Brotherhood Through Socialism
The F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, leader of the w'orkers 

in  the strugg le fo r w o rld  socialism , welcomes the 
Jewish to ile rs  in to  its  ranks. O nly by w orld  
socialism  can the Jew's, above a ll the Jewish w o rk ­
ers, and a ll oppressed nations and races, be saved 
fro m  the te rr ib le  fa te  w o rld  cap ita lism  has in ­
flic ted  on them and the even worse fate i t  has 
in  store fo r ever-increasing numbers of them. Only 
in  w'orld socialism  w il l  human brotherhood become 
a re a lity  and anti-Sem itism  a hideous memory.

F eb ru a ry  28, 1943.

Civil War In Hitler’s 
Rear Spreads To Poland

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T

British censors have permitted 
the London correspondent of 
the N. Y. Times, C. L. Sulz­
berger, to cable the following 
v ita lly  significant news:

“ A lready  beneath the  con­
queror’s ru le  explosions are 
creeping to  the surface a ll over 
Eastern Europe. In  Y ugoslavia  
L e ft-W in g  P artisan is com batting  
R ig h t-W in g  C hetn ik  w ith  the 
same savagery each has displayed 
aga inst the A x is , and vice versa. 
In  Poland much the same pheno­
menon goes on.”  (N . Y . Tim es 
Magazine, M arch 21.)

The cautious w'ording o f th is  
dispatch on ly serves to underscore 
its  im portance. C iv il w a r has been 
rag ing in  Yugoslavia since m id ­
summer of -1941. Sulzberger has 
been one of the few correspondents 
perm itted from  London to report 
the news o f th is  c iv i l warfare.

Sulzberger’s la test statement 
th a t " in  Poland much the sanie 
phenomenon goes on (as in  Yugo­
s la v ia )”  constitutes a f la t  ad­
m ission and the f irs t open con­
firm a tio n  that, there is a c iv i l w a r 
in  Poland, proceding under the 
same S ta lin is t auspices as the 
struggle in  Yugoslavia.

The f ir s t  o ff ic ia l disclosure o f 
“ d iff ic u lt ie s ”  in  Poland came six  
weeks ago when General S iko rsk i, 
P rem ier o f the Polish Govern- 
m en t-in -E x ile , issued a sta tem ent 
on F ebru a ry  21, in  w h ich he “ ac­
cused Russia o f d ropp ing  pa ra ­
chu tis ts  in  C entra l and Eastern 
Poland to  c a rry  on p o lit ic a l w a r­
fa re  and disclosed th a t his gov­
ernm ent has protested to  Moscow' 
aga inst fo re ign  elements in ­
te rven in g  in  the in te rn a l a ffa irs  
o f the Polish s ta te .”  (N . Y . Times, 
Feb. 22.)

B u t S iko rsk i denied a t the tim e  
any large scale m il ita ry  con flic t 
in  Poland and disclaim ed respon­
s ib il i ty  fo r  any “ local clashes”  
occu rring  there.

Said S iko rsk i:
“ Despite con tra ry  reports, i t  is 

not true  tha t our governm ent has 
given in s tru c tion s  fo r  figh ting  
them (th a t is, the Russian-backed 
forces in  Poland). I f  there are any 
local inc idents they are spontane­
ous. Underhand propaganda is 
us ing fa lse ly th is  argum ent, but 
the Polish governm ent lias on ly 
had recourse to an o ffic ia l protest 
against fore ign elements in te rven ­
in g  in  the in te rn a l a ffa irs  of, the 
Polish state.”

T h is  d ip lom atic  double-talk re­
veals th a t the British-backed 
forces i j i  Poland are p lay ing  much 
the same role as the B ritish - 
hacked forces in Yugoslavia. T ha t 
the forces of M ikh a ilov ich , “ chief 
o f the Chetniks,”  have been figh t­
in g  the Yugoslav Partisans is now’ 
no longer covered up by Londoi^ 
or W ashington. The phrase “ R ight- 
W ing  Chetn iks”  in  Sulzberger's 
dispatch can have reference only 
to M ikh a ilo v ich ’s detachments.

Sulzberger h im se lf has con firm ­
ed th is  previously qu ite categoric­
a lly :

“ In  Yugoslav ia  the B r it is h  
hacked General D razha M ik h a ilo ­
vich and his C hetniks and the 
Russians backed Bosnian P a r t i­
sans, now engaged in  cam paigns 
against each o ther.”  (N . Y . T imes, 
Feb. 22.)’

The successes of the Red A rm y, 
and the heroic defense by the 
Soviet masses o f the rem a in ing  
conquests of the October revo lu ­
tion  have added new explosive 
power to the irrepressib le  c o n flic t 
in  Yugoslavia, and have spread it  
beyond the boundaries. Poland is 
now aflame. T h is  in s p ir in g  newrs 
can no longer be concealed by the 
"dem ocratic a llie s ”  o f the K rem lin .

Starkey Jackson
Comrade Starkey Jackson, a 

leading British Trotskyist, has 
been lost at sea, apparently 
while the regiment in which he 
was a soldier was being trans­
ported abroad.

Pending the a rr iv a l of fu r th e r 
in fo rm a tion , The M i l i ta n t  rep rin ts  
the fo llo w in g  in fo rm a tio n  about 
Comrade Jackson’s record, taken 
from  the March issue of the 
B r it is h  Socialist Appeal:

“ A lthough  s t i l l  in  his early  
th ir t ie s , S tarkey Jackson had 
taken an active pa rt in  the social­
is t movement fo r nearly  20 years. 
He jo ined the Labor League of 
Youth when he was 14 years old. 
A t an ea rly  age he lost his job as 
the resu lt of ac tiv itie s  in  the Gen­
eral S trike  and he th rew  h im self 
wholehearted ly in to  socia lis t w ork.

“ He w’as elected by the Labor 
League o f Youth as a delegate to 
the f irs t Youth Delegation which 
v is ited  the Soviet U n ion from  
B rita in , in  1926 and acted as the 
secretary o f the delegation.

“ On. h is re tu rn  to England, he 
broke w ith  the Labor P a rty  and 
jo ined the Young Com m unist 
League and fo r a sho rt period was 
the ed ito r of the Com m unist P arty  
youth jo u rn a l, The Young Worker.

A C T IV E  M IL IT A N T

“ He w'as an a c tiv is t in  the un­
em ployment movement fo r several 
years and was sentenced to s ix  
month's Im prisonm ent a fte r a 
dem onstration in  w h ich  he played 
a lead ing role was broken up in 
the most b ru ta l m anner by the 
police.

“ Towards the end o f 1929,

Comrade Jackson became c r it ic a l 
of S ta lin ism  and the po licy of the 
B r it is h  C. P. and as a resu lt of his 
experiences he eventua lly jo ined 
the F o u rth  In te rna tiona l.

“ For some years he was the 
secretary of the M il ita n t  Group 
and in  1938 became the  secretary 
of the R evo lu tionary Socialist 
League, w h ich  post he fu lf ille d  
u n t il he >vas called up early in  
the war.

“ S tarkey Jackson entered the 
a rm y as a p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion is t 
adopting the a ttitu d e  of our move­
m ent tha t a revo lu tion is t m ust go 
w ith  the workers o f his age and 
class, to ca rry  on, the strugg le fo r 
the socia list revo lu tion  in  the 
a rm y as well as in  indus try .

“ We salute a comrade who lost 
his life  in  the im p e ria lis t w ar 
which he combatted fo r m any 
years.”
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Government Helps Alcoa 
To Rake in Huge Profits

------------------------By R A L P H  JO H N S O N  -------------------------

B ig  Business goes a fte r b ig  money in  w ar as in  
peace. A nd gets it .  The la test b ig  w a rtim e  grab brought 
to lig h t  involves the A lu m in u m  Corporation. Here are 
the facts.

On M arch 6 and A p r i l 1, 1942, Jesse Jones, w ith  
Roosevelt’s approval, signed contracts w ith  the 
A lu m inu m  Co. of Canada, a ff ilia te  of the M ellon 
a lum inum  m onopoly, whereby the la tte r  obtained the 
t id y  sum o f $68,500,000 to  bu ild  a g re a t power p la n t 
on upper Saguenay R iv e r in  the w ilds  of Quebec. 
The estim ated cost o f th is  p ro jec t is “ over 65 m illio n ,”  
leaving a spread o f about $3,000,000 between the loan 
and the estim ated cost. There are no in te res t charges. 
The p rinc ip a l is  to be repaid by de liveries o f a lu ­
m inum .

Drew Pearson, in  h is colum n o f M arch 22, declares 
th a t the most in te res tin g  clause in  these contracts 
provides “ th a t i f  the p la n t’s con trac t is cancelled (by 
the te rm in a tio n  ol’ the w ar— R. J.) before Dec. 31, 
1945, the balance of $68,500,000 not repaid by the 
de live ry  o f a lum inum , w i l l  rem ain in  Alcoa's hands 
and need not be repaid to the U n ited States."

T h is power p lant, w h ich alm ost equals in  capacity 
the Boulder Dam, stands to cost its  p riva te  owners 
exactly nothing. The ones who stand to lose are the 
Am erican people. I f  the w a r ends by Dec. 1945, i t  w i l l  
cost the A m erican tax  payers m illio ns . Moreover, 
pub lic  power p ro jects  lik e  Bonneville , T V A , St. L a w ­
rence, etc., have been sidetracked w h ile  a m onopoly is 
aided to s treng then its  s trang leho ld  on e lectrica l 
power and a lum inum . The p lan t, be ing in  Canada, is 
beyond U . S. con tro l and, consequently, free  fro m  
U . SI taxa tion .

Furtherm ore, according to I. F. Stone, “ the cost o f 
the p ro ject is not on ly paid in  advance by the Am erican 
Governm ent bu t freed from  p ro fit taxes by the 
Canadian. Thus, a fte r the war, the Canadian company 
w ill have a p lan t financed by the Am erican govern­
ment and am ortized at the expense of the Canadian.”  
(PM  M arch 26.) Thus the Canadian people w ill also 
lose.

I t  takes money to operate a p lan t, even one obtained 
fo r no th ing. The contracts provide (h is  money too. The 
A lu m inu m  Co. has been advanced $34,500.000 at 3% 
through U. S. governm ent fac ilit ie s . No outlay, no risk , 
no taxes. Onlyf p ro fits  and super-profits!

V ir tu a lly  every clause in  the con tracts g ive the 
alum inum  p ro fite e rs  som eth ing. F o r example, i t  is 
provided th a t lend-lease a lum inum  w i l l  be paid fo r  
at 17 cents a pound, instead o f 15 cents. Earm arked 
fo r  lend-lcasd thus fa r  are 274 m illio n  pounds, which 
a t 2 cents ex tra  per pound, means $5,480,000 over 
and above the “ average p ro fits .”

The p ro fits  are guaranteed th rou gh  an escalator, 
clause w h ich  provides th a t “ any increase in  labo r costs 
or sh ipp ing costs . . . arc to be paid by the Am erican 
governm ent.”

These are the gentlemen who ye ll: “ In f la tio n !
Sabotage! S e d itio n !" whenever the w orkers demand a 
r is in g  scale o f wages to nieet skyrocke ting  prices— in  
large p a rt due to war-profiteering.

Representative W a lte r M. Pierce of Oregon says he 
is f irm ly  convinced “ th a t decisions were being made 
by w a r agencies in  the in te rest of p riva te  p ro fit ra th e r 
than na tiona l security . . B u t w hat do Rep. Pierce 
A nd the o ther congressmen propose to  do about i t?  
A no ther investiga tion !

A lcoa has been investiga ted before. In  po in t o f 
fac t, i t  was a fte r  the scandals o f the sum m er o f 
1941 —  in  w h ich A lcoa was involved —  th a t the 
contracts were signed. No, investiga tions are not 
enough. >

The th in g  to do is : K ic k  the rascals o u t! E x p ro ­
p ria te  a ll the basic industries, especially power and 
a lum inum  p lants, and run  them under w orkers ’ con­
tro l.

N. Y. Board of Education 
Rejects Mark Starr

Because o f M ark  S ta rr ’s “ long record as a labo r 
p ro tagon is t,”  he is u n f it  fo r  the post o f A d u lt  E du­
cation D irec to r o f New Y ork  C ity  —  so says M r. 
Buck, President o f the Board o f Education, m anufac­
tu re r, business executive and banker, backed by h is 
colleagues: D r. Bonaschi, ex-secretary o f the  Ita lia n  
Chamber o f Commerce and fo rm e r sh ipp ing  company 
executive ; M a ry  D illo n , P resident o f the B roo k lyn  
Borough Gas Co.; and M r. H igg ins , ex -d irec to r o f 
Bond and M ortgage  Co.

La s t week, these fo u r  life - lo n g  pro tagon is ts  o f cap i­
ta lism  rejected M a rk  S ta rr, the  on ly  candidate o u t o f 
100 who had qua lified  and been recommended by the 
Board of Superintendents and Board of Exam iners. 
W hy ? Because he had attended London La bo r College 
on a union scholarship from  South Wales M iners’ 
Federation and served as extension d irec to r of Brook- 
wood Labor College before assum ing bis present post 
as Educatina l D irec to r of the ILG W U.

1 he pro testing  trade un ion and A L P  leaders, who 
helped elect LaG uard ia ’s a d m in is tra tio n  m ust in s is t 
upon S ta rr's  appointm ent. The M ark S ta rr case is 
another signal to the workers of New Y ork  th a t they 
should clean ou t th is  whole an ti-labor gang by run n ing  
and electing th e ir  own independent labor candidates in  
the next m un ic ipa l elections.




