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THE MURDER OF 
ERLICH AND ALTER

A Speech by Albert Goldman
—  See Page 3  —

MINE WORKERS THREATEN TO STRIKE
• w

US Beveridge Plan Can't 
Provide Real Security
It W ill Fail Because It Does Not Tackle Basic Problem;
New Dealers Only Want to Patch Up Capitalism A Little

By C. Charles

T w o  docum ents, d ra fte d  by the  the  N a tio n a l Resources P la n n in g  B oa rd  
in  an a tte m p t to  lay  o u t a p la n  to  cope w ith  the  post-w ar econom ic  c ris is , w ere 
fo rw a rd e d  to  Congress by P res iden t R ooseve lt on  M a rch  10. T h e  p la n  has a l­
ready aroused s to rm y  co n tro ve rsy , w ith  o p in io n s  ra n g in g  f ro m  “ I t  is  one o f  
those docum ents w h ich  w i l l  neve r d ie ”  to  “ the  m ost fa n ta s tic  co n g lo m e ra tio n  
o f  b u re a u c ra tic  s tu p id ity  ever sent to  Congress.”

F o r w o rke rs  to  unde rs tand  .the p la n  —  w h ich  is o u tlin e d  in  tw o  books
^ ca lled  “ N a tio n a l R esour-

UAW Reaffirms Opposition c s “ • Dcve,op 
To Speedup incentive’ Plans

The international executive board of the CIO United Auto 
Workers, meeting in Columbus last week, voted unanimously 
to reaffirm the union’s long-standing opposition to the use of 
“ incentive wage plans” in the automobile industry. It thereby 
unquestionably expressed the views of the union’s membership 
and handed a setback to the plans of the industrialists and the 
Com m unist Party , who are waging i>-------------------------------------------------------
campaigns to re introduce the 
speedup and the stretch-out in  the 
mass production industries.

For the in du s tria lis ts , the 
re tu rn  ot the " incen tive  wage”  
would k i l l  two b irds w itty one 
stone. I t  would b r in g  back the 
speedup and thus increase th e ir  
already-swollen profits. I t  would 
also deal a pow erfu l b low  to the 
un ion  movement by re in trod uc in g  
the system w hich always accom­
panies " incen tive ”  o r piece-work 
p lans: favo ritism , “ good”  Jobs
handed out to" the stool-pigeons or 
bro ther-in -law s: jobs where you 
can never "m ake ou t”  given to the 
m il ita n t  un ion men who stand up 
fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts ; the inevitab le  
development of f r ic t io n  and 
jealousies among the workers, and 
a system where a t the end of a 
season w orkers are producing 
tw ice  as much as at the beginning 
b u t where, by a m ysterious process 
o f re tim ing , wages never seem to 
increase.

Labor should understand th a t 
the  campains o f people lik e  R ick- 
enbackcr —  denouncing the w o rk ­
ers as ‘ ‘absentees,”  loafers, d ru n k ­
ards, slow-down a rtis ts , etc. —  
are  carried  on precisely fo r  the 
purpose o f c rea ting  the atm os­
phere where the speedup can be 
p u t over in  one fo rm  or another. 
I t  has already been reported tha t 
the  W ar Labor Board is w ork ing  
ou t schemes to put over speedup 
— "incen tive  wage”  plans.

R E A C T IO N A R Y  CP S T A N D

The S ta lin is ts  have been much 
m ore brazen in  th e ir  campaign to 
p u t over the speedup, although 
l ik e  R ickenbacker and Co. they 
also wave the flag  in  the process. 
I t  is  no t su rp ris in g  therefore— in 
th is  s itua tion  where the Commun­
is t  P a rty  as an in s titu t io n  has 
taken a position opposed to tha t 
held by the unions and where the 
Com m unist P a rty  position is 300% 
w rong and 100% reactionary w h ile  
the  un ion position is completely 
co rrec t and progressive— th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  have been ge tting  a lot 
o f b lack and blue m arks in  the 
unions.

The Mil itant,  reported las t week 
th a t the president, o f the powerfu l 
F ord  Local 600 of the UAW  had 
issued leafle ts denouncing the 
S ta lin is ts  fo r  t ry in g  to b ring  back 
the  notorious Bedaux piece-work

system. Ind ica tive  of the antagon­
ism  th is  issue has aroused among 
the workers, probably even w ith ­
in  the C.P.. is  the space devoted 
to i t  in  the M arch 14 issue of 
The W orker— three columns in  the 
news section and three fu l l  pages 
in  the magazine section.
Featured p ro m ine n tly  are a le tte r 

and the tra n s c rip t o f a speech 
by E a r l Browder, who sets out 
to deny tha t the S ta lin is ts  favor 
a re tu rn  to the Bedaux and bonus 
systems, and who w inds up by

CCS

m en t— R e p o rt fo r  1 9 4 3 ”  
and “ S ecu rity , W o rk  and 
R e lie f P o lic ie s ”  —  i t  is 
necessary fo r  them  to  re- 
a lliz c  tha t the  end o f  the  
w ar w i l l  b r in g  an econom ­
ic  c ris is  even m o re  in ­
tense than  th a t o f  1929- 
3 9 , w h ich  was the  m ost 
devastating  in  the  h is to ry  
o f  the  n a tio n .

W ith  the re tu rn  o f m illio ns  of 
soldiers and w ith  the shu tting  
down o f w ar p lan ts  em p loying 20 
m illio n  w orkers, unem ploym ent 
w i l l  become an acute question.

F o r a pro tracted period the in ­
du s tria l m achinery, w o rn  out by 
w ar needs, w i l l  probably no t be 
able to produce enough food,

p rov ing  tha t they do favor them, c lo th in g  and she lte r to meet the 
w ith  s lig h t va ria tions  and under needs of the people.
a d iffe re n t t it le ,  the “ incentive 
wage plan.”

T h is fo rm  o f , the speedup 
B row de r1 correctly  says “ cor­
responds to the true  in terests of 
the cap ita lis ts ”  fo r  the cap ita lis t 
“ would no t on ly  have tw ice as 
much production, w h ich  means 
tw ice  as much profits, he would 
have more than tw ice as much 
profits, because he would have only 
one overhead fo r  two productions, 
and could a ffo rd  to give labor 
an incentive above the regu lar 
wage rate.”

Of course, the in du s tria lis ts  arc 
a lready aware of th is  fac t; tha t 
is why they are ju s t as eager as 
the S ta lin is ts  to b rin g  back the 
speedup, regardless of the name 
used fo r it .

The w orkers m ust be on guard 
in  the com ing m onths to  f ig h t  
th is  th re a t to th e ir  conditions and 
standards —  w hether i t  comes 
from  the employers, o r  the W ar 
Labor Board, o r from  people in 
the unions posing as defenders 
o f labo r’s in terests.

C. Charles Next 
Speaker at Forum

The speaker at the next Sun­
day Open Forum of the New 
York School of Social Science, 
Match 21 at 8 P. M., w ill be 
C. Charles, well-known speaker 
and writer in the Trotskyist 
press.

The subject of his lecture w ill 
be “ Your Standard of L iv in g ,”  
which is also the t i t le  of a new

(Continued on page 2)

W hat the M iners A re  F ig h tin g Operators’ Strategy Is To 
Depend On Govt. Coercion
Miners W ill Not Work Without A Contract 
After April 1 Deadline, Lewis Warns

By Michael Cort

N E W  Y O R K , M a rch  15. —  A f te r  f iv e  days o f  
fru it le s s  wage n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  in tra n s ig e n t coa l 
ope ra to rs , U n ite d  M in e  W o rk e rs  P re s id en t Jo h n  L . 
Lew is today th u n d e re d  h is  d e n u n c ia tio n  o f  “ m i l l io n ­
a ire  m in e  ow ners,”  the  W a r L a b o r B oa rd  and  its  
“ L it t le  S tee l”  fo rm u la , and w arned  the  o pe ra to rs  
tha t i f  a new co n tra c t was n o t nego tia ted , “ the  m in e rs  
w il l  n o t trespass u p o n  y o u r  p ro p e rty  the  f ir s t  o r  
second o f  A p r i l , ”  th e  date o f  the  e x p ira t io n  o f  p res­
ent s o ft coal con trac ts .

T h is  u lt im a tu m  was handed dow n by  Lew is  to  
f i f t y  m in e  ow ners and o pe ra to rs  ga thered  in '- h e  
g rand  b a ll ro o m  o f  the®
H o te l B iltm o re  here. R ep­
re se n tin g  b o th  n o r th e rn  
and sou the rn  ope ra to rs  
these m en had since the  
b e g in n in g  o f  the  nego tia ­
tio ns  f la t ly  re fused  to  
m ake the  s ligh tes t co n ­
cession in  the  way o f  
wages and c o n d itio n s  to  
the 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  m in e rs  in  the 
U M W , h a d  co ns ta n tly
threatened governm ent repres­
sions aga inst the w orkers should 
they press th e ir  demands, and 
had, in  e ffec t, dared the m iners 
to do th e ir  w orst.

T H E  U N IO N ’S S T A N D

T H E  C O M IN G  CRISIS

A t t ile  same tim e  the govern 
m ent’s demand fo r funds w il l  con­
tinue, no t on ly  to take care of 
the post-war needs of dem obiliza­
tion  and subsid iz ing the re tu rn  
to "norm a lcy,”  bu t also to pay in ­
terest on the accumulated loans.

N o t the least o f the post-war 
costs w i l l  be the expense of 
po lic ing  the post-war w orld  against 
social revo lt.

Under these conditions, the 
forces d r iv in g  to in fla t io n  w il l  
gain greater power. T h is  w i l l  
mean added pressure to force 
prices even h igher than th e ir  
present levels.

These, and other factors, spell 
an acute social cris is. The solu­
tion  of th e ir  post-war problems 
w il l  require  the most exacting 
thought and program  on the pa rt 
of the cap ita lis t class. The li fe  of 
■capitalism w il l  hang in  the 
balance.

The Am erican cap ita lis t class is 
d ivided in to  rough ly  two groups, 
w ith  two d iffe re n t methods to 
solve th is  problem.

One grouj) centers around the 
New Deal advocates. I t  is  th is  
group w hich sponsored the docu­
ments recently sent to Congress.

The o ther group, the old line  
cap ita lis ts, do no t th in k  the 
proposals o f the New Deal neces­
sary o r practicable.

N E W  D E A L  PROGRESS

The New Deal post-war pldns 
as expressed in  the two NRPB 
documents, fa ll in to  the fo llow ing  
subdivisions:

D E M O B IL IZ A T IO N : Gradual

Creation O f Labor 
P a rty  Discussed

B y W IL L IA M  F . W A R D E

(Continued on page 2)

Further evidence of the grow­
ing sentiment for independent 
political action by organized la­
bor was provided by a meeting 
held in Philadelphia on March 
14 in honor of The New Leader 
and the seventy-year old Social 
Democratic spokesman, Alger­
non Lee. Among the speakers 
were James McDevitt, Presi­
dent of the Pennsylvania State 
Federation of Labor; John A. 
Phillips, President of the CIO 
State Industrial Union Council, 
and Dean A lfange , A m erican L a ­
bor P a rty  candidate fo r  Governor 
o f New Y o rk  in the 1942 elec­
tion . The m eeting was given 
f ro n t  page p u b lic ity  in  the N . 
Y . T imes. Representatives o f 
more than 40 labo r organ izations 
were present.

Alfange. according to the Times  
report, appealed to the Penn­
sy lvan ia  labor leader to “ launch 
in  th is  stra teg ic K e y s t o n e  
State a labor p a rty  comparable 
in  beneficent in fluence to the 
Am erican Labor P arty  of New 
Y ork .”  He went on to say: "W e 
m ust bu ild  s im ila r p o litica l un its  
in  every in d u s tr ia l state. . .”

A F L  President M cD e v itt said 
th a t many w orkers in  Pennsylva­
nia w a ited fo r  the day o f the 
o rgan iza tion  o f a labo r p a rty  in  
the State, b u t added tha t, in  his 
opin ion, “ the day was no t ye t.”

A ll the speakers so lid ly  support­
ed Roosevelt, and his policies 
w h ich they p ic tu red as " id e a lis tic ”  
and as a bu lw a rk  against a n ti­
labor and an ti-libe ra l forces. They 
were, however, extrem ely fea rfu l 
th a t the u ltra -reactionaries would 
com pletely capture both f ile  Demo­
c ra tic  and Republican organiza­
tions in  1944, leaving labor out on 
a lim b.

It. is obvious from  th e ir speeches 
and from  th e ir  actions th a t these 
trade un ion and Am erican Labor 
P a rty  leaders view  th e ir  cam­
paign fo r independent labor p o li­
tica l organ ization p r im a r ily  as the 
most effective means of exerting  
pressure upon the two cap ita lis t 
parties and standing in  the most 
favorable ba rga in ing position w ith  
them.

They look upon the Labor P a r­
ty , not as an independent p o lit i­
cal o rgan iza tion  standing on its  
own fee t and contending on equal 
term s w ith  its  c a p ita lis t riva ls , 
but as an a u x ilia ry  weapon use­
fu l fo r  m aking deals w ith  Demo­
c ra tic  and Republican bosses.

A lfange made th is  clear when 
he declared: "O ur m in im um  ob­
jective is the nom ination  by at 
least one of tire two old parties 
of a candidate in whose domestic 
and w orld  outlook we, the people, 
can place our confidence.”  T h e ir 
m ain a im  is to use the th rea t of

More Unions Aid 
K. Postal Defense

Most recent con tribu to rs  to the 
defense o f K e lly  Postal, M in ­
neapolis un ion leader who has 
been convicted on fram eup charges 
because be obeyed h is union's 
d irectives to trans fe r its  funds 
to the CIO when i t  voted to leave 
the A F L  Teamsters, are:

The San Diego Branch o f the 
Cannery W orkers and F isherm en’s 
Union, Seafarers In te rn a tion a l 
Union, A F L .

Brassiere W orkers Local 160, 
ILG W U , A F L . Bayonne, N. J.

Funds to finance the appeal of 
Postal's convic tion in  the M in ­
nesota courts are being raised by 
the C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee, 160 F if th  Avc., New York 
C ity.

(Continued on page 2)

Why Rickenbacker 
Has Time to 
Attack Labor

"C apta in  Edward V. R icken­
backer, president and general 
manager of Eastern A ir  Lines, 
Inc., announced yesterday a net 
profit of $1,885.503 . . . fo r 1942. 
com paring w ith  $1,609,706 . . . 
earned in  1941, an increase of 
16.7 per cent.” — N. Y. Times, 
March 13.

T h e ir challenge was accepted by 
the m iners. Lew is, in  a two and 
one-half hour speech which 
dripped w ith  scorn and defiance 
o f bis "m illio n a ire  opponents,”  
placed the un ion squarely on 
record in  regard to t iie  funda­
m ental issues involved. He warned 
th a t the continuance of the W ar 
Labor Board's " L it t le  Steel”  fo r ­
m ula  no t on ly  meant s ta rva tion  
fo r the workers, but tHe end of 
collective bargain ing. Ho an­
nounced th a t regardless of “ what 
the W ar Labor Board th in k s  or 
does" in  re la tion  to the m iners, 
they intended to have the increase 
in  wages.

Lew is was w e ll aware of the 
significance of h is words. He knew 
th a t m illio ns  of workers th rough­
out the coun try  were watch ing 
th is  conference ahd p repa ring  to 
ac tive ly  defend th e ir  r ig h ts  and 
liv in g  standards should the m ine 
w orkers po in t the way. Lewis had 
insisted, over the objections of the 
operators, th a t the press be ad­
m itted  to the conference, and as 
he spoke, shaking bis fist at the 
m ine owners gathered together on 
one side o f the vast, ball room, 
a dozen reporters scribbled down 
his words.

L E W IS ’ SPEECH

Lew is spoke over the beads of 
the m ine owners to the rest of 
labor when he charged tha t gov­
ernm ent and in d u s try  wore pursu­
ing  a po licy which m eant im ­
poverishm ent fo r  the workers. 
“ They in flam e the w orkers in  in ­
dustries who know  th a t th e ir 
r ig h ts  are being w ithhe ld  from  
them by th is  strange com bination 
of governm ent and in d u s try ,”  he 
declared. “ Le t me warn you th is  
afternoon th a t you can’t  do th is  
to our people w ith  im p un ity .

"C orporations are a rtif ic ia l

bodies, protected under the law . ■ 
so th a t men who do no t labor 
may get. the irs .”  he said. “ We 
don 't th in k  th a t corpora tions 
should take enormous pro fits  at 
the expense of the workers who 
are g iv in g  th e ir  a il in  th is  war. 
T h is  w ar may last. 5 o r 10 years, 
and out. of it. t lie  w orkers ob ta in  
on ly the m in im um  food and 
clo th ing. They sweat and die to 
pro tect your property.

“ M ine workers are hungry. They 
are asking fo r food, and i f  they 
don’t  get it ,  and i f  th e ir  contract 
runs out, i t  is  a safe assum ption 
th a t the m ine workers, in  the 
absence of a contract, w i l l  no t 
trespass upon you r p rope rty  th® 
f irs t o r second o f A p r i l th is  year.”

Lew is then warned th a t unles* 
the m ine w o rke rs ’ demands w e r* 
m et, the un ion w ou ld  c a rry  the  
s trugg le  r ig h t  to ttye coal m ines. 
“ Y our po licy o f do-noth ing,”  he 
said to  the operators, “ and o f 
w a it in g  to  see w ha t the  govern­
m ent w i l l  do fo r  you, w i l l  no t 
buy you an y th in g  in  1943.

“ B u t go down to W ashington, 
you gentlemen, when you arc

(Continued on page 2)

Hillman Says That 
Amalgamated W ill 
Not Ask Pay Raises

The press reported th is  week 
th a t the Sidney H illm a n - 
dom inated executive board of 
the Am algamated C lo th ing 
W orkers w i l l  not ask fo r  a 
general wage increase fo r 125,- 
000 w orkers in the men's and 
boy's c lo th in g  in d u s try  when 
cu rre n t agreements arc renewed 
in  May.

The m anufacturers w i l l  be 
glad to hear th is, and no doubt 
the W ar Labor Board in  Wash­
ington w ill pat H illm a n  on the 
hack fo r his “ pa trio tism .”  B ut 
the workers in  the shops, in ­
stead o f applauding, w ill 
denounce H illm a n  fo r the 
cow ard ly rascal that he is.

Lot no oue th in k  th a t the 
workers in  th is  in du s try  are 
d iffe re n t from  those in  o ther 
unions. We have to pay fo r 
food, ren t and taxes too— and 
we need wage raises lik e  the 
workers in  o ther indus tries— 
and we are ready to figh t to 
get them too i f  we could on ly 
get a leadership responsible to 
us instead of to the Dem ocratic 
Party.

A CLO TH IN G  W ORKER,
NEW  YORK CITY.

Protest Meeting Against Attack On 'Militant'
F rank  C. W a lke r, P ostm aster General and N a tiona l Chairm an o f the Dem o­

c ra tic  P a rty , has cancelled the second-class m a ilin g  p riv ileges o f The M il ita n t  — 
the f irs t  a ttack  on an a n ti- fa sc is t labo r paper since the w a r began.

I f  the m a ilin g  r ig h ts  o f The M il ita n t  can be taken aw ay s im p ly  fo r  c r it ic iz in g  
a d m in is tra tion  policies, then every labor and lib e ra l paper is liab le  to s im ila r  sup­
pression.

No re tu rn  to the w itch -hu n ts  o f 1917-1918! ÎJo governm ent b lackout fo r  freedom

Lo f speech! P ro tect the free  press!

OSMOND K. FRAENKEL
A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  

Union

JOHN FINERTY
A tto rn e y  fo r  Sacco-Vanzctti, Tom Mooncv, 

W orkers  Defense League

S p e a k e r s :

LOUIS NELSON
M anager, K n itgoods W orkers Union, 
N . Y . Jo in t Board o f IL G W U . A F L

EMANUEL GARRETT
E d ito r o f 

LA B O R  A C T IO N

ALBERT GOLDMAN
A tto rn e y  fo r 

T H E  M IL IT A N T

GEORGE NOVACK
N ationa l-S ecre ta ry ,

C. R. D. C.

FRIDAY, MARCH 26, AT 8:15 P. M. M A N H A T T A N  C E N TE R  - 311  W . 3 4 th  S T., near 8 th  A V E ., N . Y. 
A U S PIC E S : C IV IL  R IG H T S  D EFEN SE C O M M IT T E E

— Reprin ted fro m  U n ited  M ine W orkers  D is tr ic t  50 News, Feb 15, 1943.
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Creation O f Labor 
P a rty  Discussed 
A t M eeting In  P a.'Continued fro m  page 1)

ready. Call on M r. Davis ot the 
W ar Labor Board. He d id n ’t  save 
you in  1941 and he won’t  save 
you in  1943.”

O P E R A TO R S ’ S T R A T E G Y
B ut the operators showed no in ­

ten tion  o f y ie ld ing . Between ses­
sions they f ra n k ly  revealed th e ir  
s tra teg y  to the newspaper re ­
porte rs :

They p lan to  s it  t ig h t  in  the 
negotia tions, then re ly  on the 
“ proper W ashington agencies”  to  
th ro tt le  the m ine un ion fo r  them . 
B u t the m ilita n cy  and the cour­
age o f the m iners may ye t upset 
th is  schedule.

The stra tegy o f the operators 
was revealed r ig h t  in  the negotia­
tions by th e ir  fa ilu re  to advance 
a single counterproposal to the 
m ine w orkers ’ demands— except to 
suggest th a t a ll negotiations be 
postponed u n t il three m onths 
a fte r the war.

U N IO N ’S D E M A N D S
W hen the conference opened on 

M arch 10, the UM W  presented 
the fo llow ing  demands: a $2 per 
day increase and a m in im um  da ily  
wage of $8; the e lim in a tio n  o f the 
th ird  s h ift in  those m ines where 
i t  now is in  force: an add itiona l 
85 cent d a ily  increase fo r sub­
standard jobs such as greasers, 
trappers, flaggers and slate 
p ickers; and the inc lus ion  in  the 
un ion of 50,000 foremen and super­
v iso ry  employees.

The operators contented them ­
selves w ith  po in tin g  ou t th a t the 
m iners had already received the 
15% rise over Jan. 1941 levels 
as provided under the W L B ’s 
“ L it t le  S teel”  fo rm u la , and fu r ­
the rm ore  th a t the cost o f l iv in g  
had not gone up so sha rp ly  as 
had been claim ed by the U M W .

The m iners, under thè super­
v is ion  of Percy Tetlow , President 
of D is tr ic t 17, W est V irg in ia , had 
done extensive research on liv in g  
costs and presented eight closely- 
typed pages o f s ta tis tics  to the 
wage conference. Com paring 1939 
and 1943 food costs in  the re ta il 
stores th roughou t the m in in g

Truth About the 
Press Reports On 
Fighting in L  A.

On March 7, the UP sent out 
a d ispatch from  Los Angeles 
te ll in g  o f police breaking up a 
figh t bet'ween members o f the In ­
te rna tion a l Association of M achin­
is ts  and d is tr ib u to rs  of pamphlets 
bearing the s ignature of the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P arty.

The dispatch was w ide ly  p rin ted . 
In  an obvious e ffo r t to make i t  
appear th a t the T ro ts k y is t were 
under a ttack from  workers as well 
as the adm in is tra tion , some news­
papers even tr ie d  to tie  i t  up w ith  
the announcement of the same day 
th a t the Post Office had revok­
ed The M il ita n t ’s second-class 
privileges.

Our correspondents in  Los 
Angeles in fo rm  us th a t the report 
was erroneous, th a t the pam phlet 
d is tr ib u to rs  were members of the 
DeLeonite organization, t h e  

‘ Socia list Labor P arty , and th a t 
the  e rro r had to be adm itted and 
corrected in  the local press. B ut 
there was no such correction in  
the m any papers th roughou t the 
na tion  th a t carried  the firs t 
dispatch.

Needless to say, The M ilita n t,  
w h ile  des iring  to get the facts 
s tra ig h t, is  f irm ly  opposed to 
a ttacks on any w o rkers ’ organ­
iza tion  exercising its  democratic 
r ig h t  to d is tr ibu te  lite ra tu re  
presenting its  ideas.

Over 150 New Y ork  Forum  w o rk ­
ers heard A lb e rt Goldman atto rney 
fo r Leon T ro tsky  analyze “ S ta lin ’s 
M urder o f E r lic h  and A lte r ”  at 
the March 14 Sunday Open Forum  
of the New Y ork  School of Social 
Science.

Goldman began by discussing 
the na ture of the charges against 
the tw o Polish labor leaders as 
contained in  the le tte r from  
L itv in o v  to W ill ia m  Green, and 
denounced them  as frameups, as 
crude and v ic ious as those of the 
Moscow T ria ls .

He then w ent ahead to discuss 
th a t pa rt o f the h is to ry  o f the 
case w hich is available, and 
analyze the reason w hy the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucrats wanted to get 
E r lic h  and A lte r  out of the way.

One of the most In te resting  
aspects of the speech was Gold­
m an’s review  of how the methods 
o f S ta lin ism  weaken the defense 
of the Soviet Union. S ta lin ism , 
he showed, deprives the w orkers ’ 
state o f its  best fighters, as in  the 
case of the assassination of Leon 
T ro tsky  and the purge of "the 
ablest generals of the Red A rm y 
—and i t  gives weapons to reac­
tionaries  t ry in g  to underm ine the 
pro-.Soviet sympathies of the 
masses of the w orld , po ldm an also 
tore to pieces the contention, ad-

areas of Pennsylvania, the UMW  
found th a t prices had gone up 
124.6%.

When the m ine owners disputed 
these figures and tr ied  to prove 
by D epartm ent o f Labor s ta tis tics  
th a t the cost o f l iv in g  had in ­
creased bu t 19%, Lew is brought 
one m in e r a fte r another to the 
flo o r to tes tify  as to prices in  his 
d is tr ic t.

"These reports,”  said Lewis, 
“ belie tlie  phoney s ta tis tics  being, 
used (by the governm ent) to try  
to convince the housewife and the 
w o rk ing  man th a t food prices are 
being held in  check.

“ The questionnaire used by the 
U n ited M ine W orkers Is open to 
inspection by anyone. The m iners 
are e ithe r paying these prices or 
they aren ’t  . . . it 's  easy to 
establish. I f  they are, you’d better 
do som eth ing about it .  The 
m iners are going to eat.”

PR O FITS  A N D  T A X E S
In  contrast to the cost of l iv in g  

squeeze upon the workers, the 
U M W  presented volum inous 
sta tis tics  on the w a r pro fits en­
joyed by the in d u s tria lis ts . The 
un ion po inted ou t th a t w h ile  the 
governm ent froze w orkers ’ wages, 
i t  protected the in d u s tria lis ts  
against increases in  costs by 
g iv in g  them “ cost plus contracts.”  
T liis  not ou ly  insures th e ir  profits, 
bu t ac tua lly  increases them as 
costs go up.

“ The m ine opera tors ge t $1,- 
000,000 in  in fla t io n a ry  p ro fits  
from  the cost plus system ,”  said 
Lew is, “ and then s it  back in  p la ­
cid contentm ent w h ile  th e ir  
spokesman denies the m iners a 
§2 increase to  buy bread,”

Lew is said th a t the governm ent 
had already granted the m ine 
owners a 22% increase in coal 
prices which would cover the costs 
o f the wage boosts asked by the 
m iners.

R e fe rring  b r ie fly  to the new 
taxes loaded upon the workers, 
Lew is said th a t there had been 
a “ 500% increase in  taxes, d irec t 
and ind irect, upon the workers 
in  th is  w a r over the last war.

“ How do you m illio na ires  who 
run the coal in d u s try  expect the 
w orkers to  pay these taxes? ”  he 
asked. "W here  is the money com­
in g  from  —  ou t o f the m arrow  
o f th e ir  bones?”

T H E  T H IR D  S H IF T
In  discussing the m ine w orkers ’ 

demands fo r  the e lim in a tio n  of 
the th ird  sh ift, Lew is pointed out 
th a t when the m ines are constant­
ly  worked and the coal is  not 
allowed to “ bleed,”  gas form s more 
qu ick ly  and accidents ra p id ly  in ­
crease.

Lew is revealed th a t there were 
64,000 men k il le d  and in ju re d  in  
the m ines in  1941. 75,000 were 
k ille d  and in ju re d  in  1942, and 
the estimate fo r 1943 reaches 100,- 
000. “ T ha t’s a lo t  of meat,”  he 
said, "a  lo t of human meat to 
g rind  up in  an in d u s try  in  one 
year. There are too many 
funera ls in  th is  indus try , gentle­
men. We care no t i f  the e lim in a ­
tio n  of th is  th ird  s h ift  takes a 
few shekels ou t of some operators’ 
pocket.”

Lew is concluded his speech to ­
day w ith  a b lis te r in g  a ttack upon 
W illia m  H. Davis, cha irm an of 
the W ar Labor Board.

" I  am not p a rtic u la r ly  interested 
a t th is  tim e,”  he said, “ in  the 
fig u rin g  o f a rapacious, p redatory 
P ark  Avenue law yer on the loose 
in  W ashington against the A m er­
ican worker. I f ,  I had a yellow 
dog I  would hate to have his 
standard of l iv in g  fixed by th is  
man Davis and the men who are 
doing h is d ir ty  w o rk  on the W ar 
Labor Board. A  corpora tion 
lawyer, a m illio n a ire  p ra c titio n e r 
on the make in  a business way, 
p u ttin g  a rtic les  in  the news­
papers, speaking before p riva te  
gatherings, te ll in g  how he’s

vanced by a ll types of democrats, 
tha t S ta lin ’s degenerate methods 
prove th a t S ta lin ism  is the product 
of Bolshevism.

E xtracts  from  Goldman’s speech 
w il l  be found on Page 3 of th is  
issue.

F o llow ing  Goldman's lecture, 
the audience adopted a reso lution 
condemning the m urder of E rlich  
and A lte r  as “ a most serious blow 
against the defense of the Soviet 
U n ion”  and dem anding “ the im ­
mediate release o f a ll pro-Soviet 
prisoners now in  S ta lin ’s ja ils  and 
concentration camps.”  Copies of 
the reso lu tion were ordered sent 
to the Soviet Embassy in  W ash­
ing ton and to the press.

The question and discussion 
period lasted alm ost as long as 
the lecture itse lf. The discussion 
brought out the connection of the 
E r lic h -A lte r m urders w ith  the 
Moscow T r ia l fram eups and w ith  
the slanders in  Ex-Ambassador 
Davies’ book and m otion picture.

The overflow  crowd a t the 
Forum  was the biggest in  the 
sho rt h is to ry  of the Forum . Most 
of i t  sat w ith  in te res t th rough­
out the discussion period, bought 
a considerable am ount o f the 
lite ra tu re  on sale, and enjoyed the 
refreshm ents w h ich  are a regu lar 
p a rt of the Open Forum .

w h e tting  h is  kn ife , w a itin g  fo r 
the United M ine W orkers to come 
to liis  cou rt ask ing justice.

T H E  PRESS A N D  T O E  CP
Both a t the recent UMW con­

vention in  Scranton, and at the 
wage conference now underway in  
New Y ork, i t  was obvious tha t 
Lew is enjoyed the wholehearted 
support of the un ion ’s ra n k  and 
file fo r  his announced program  of 
resistance to the cap ita lis t o ffen­
sive against the liv in g  standards 
of the workers.

The cap ita lis t class is w e ll 
aware th a t Lew is and the m iners 
now constitu te  a th rea t to the 
en tire  governm ental m ediation 
m achinery w h ich  is designed to 
keep the w orkers in  the chains 
o f no-strike agreements w h ile  the 
w ar costs are loaded upon th e ir 
shoulders. Thus, the counter­
offensive o f the em ploying class 
is directed a t “ Lew is the  d ic ta to r” 
and attem pts to d rive  a Wedge 
between h im  and the workers.

On the fo u rth  day o f the wage 
negotiations the .V. y . Herald- 
T ribune  p rin ted  an ed ito ria l w h ich 
said, "T he  governm ent of the; 
U n ited States . . . has got to do 
som ething about John L. L e w is .. .  
I t  is  no t easy, to exaggerate 
Lew is ’s challenge, a challenge not 
on ly  to the na tion 's  prosecution 
o f the w ar bu t to the basic concep­
tio n  o f Am erican democracy.”

A nd the .S ta lin is ts , qu ick  to  
p lay lackey to  the bosses, ed ito ­
ria lized in  the -D a ily  W o rke r: 
“ The Lew is line  is d is rup tion  o f 
the w ar e f fo r t  and provocation 
th a t could on ly  re su lt in  ir re p a r­
able harm  to  labor.”  A nd more, 
“ He wants to  th ro w  the country 
in to  a hom e-fron t w a r against 
the President, no t aga inst H i t ­
le r.”
T H E  B A S IC  IS S U E

There is much more involved in  
the present wage conference than 
the question of $2 per day wage 
increase. W hat is involved is the 
a b ili ty  of the workers to call a 
h a lt to the re trea t o f the unions, 
to reestablish them as instrum ents 
fo r the p ro tection  of the rig h ts  
and in terests o f the workers 
under the conditions of reaction 
accompanying the war.

I t  was w ith  fu l l  understand ing 
of th is  th a t Charles O’N e ill, 
spokesman fo r  the m ine owners, 
said qu ie tly  a fte r lis te n in g  to 
Lewis, ,"W e take s tr ik e  threats 
seriously. The in te rven tion  by the 
governm ent in  the dispute may 
be expected sooner than is usually 
the case in  such s itua tions.”

(See Page 4 1°r  an e d ito r ia l on 
the m ine wage negotiations.)

Natalia Trotsky 
is Recovering

A telegram from  Mexico in fo rm s 
us th a t N a ta lia  Sedov T ro tsky, 
w idow  of Leon T ro tsky  who was 
reported las t week to have been 
seriously i l l ,  is  "im proved and in 
no im m ediate danger." A specia list 
summoned last week to examine 
Comrade N a ta lia  made a thorough 
analysis of her condition and 
Issued a reassuring report.

C. Charles Is Next 
Speaker a t Forum
(Continued fro m  page I )

Pioneer Publishers p a m p h 1 e t  
w r itte n  by Charles, now rece iv ing  
widespread and enthusiastic d is tr i­
bu tion  th roughou t the country. 
The lecture, however, w i l l  analyze 
questions w h ich  are on ly s lig h tly  
o r not a t a ll dealt w ith  in  the 
pamphlet.

Those who have read the 
pam phlet and those who had the 
op po rtu n ity  to attend Charles' 
class a t the New Y o rk  School of 
Social Science lqpt year know tha t 
the com ing lecture can be depend­
ed on to th ro w  lig h t on the many 
economic problems fac ing the 
workers today.

The lecture w il l  be held at the 
school's headquarters, second floor, 
116 U n ive rs ity  PI., corner of 13th 
Street.

GEORGE M . W H IT E S ID E
The M il ita n t  re g re tfu lly  reports 

the death of George M. W hiteside. 
50, of W hitew ater, Kansas, a fte r 
an illness w h ich had confined h im  
to h is home fo r several years.

W hiteside was fo rm e rly  a mem­
ber of the Socia list P arty, and 
was once selected as the candidate 
fo r governor. He. became a mem­
ber of the le ft w ing  of the Social­
is t Party , and when the revo lu­
tion a ry  le ft  w ing  was expelled 
from  th a t pa rty  in  1937, he le ft 
w ith  i t  to help found the Socialist 
W orkers P arty .

In  1940 he le ft the S.W.P. w ith  
the m in o r ity  group tha t refused 
to accept the p a rty ’s decision to 
continue to defend the Soviet 
Union against im p e ria lis t attack.

BASIC TRAINING  
COURSE IN  
MARXISM

Every Tuesday and Friday 
nights from 8:15 to 9:45

Inq u ire  4 th  f lo o r 
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L.. N . Y.

B y IR E N E  JA M E S

It is estimated that by the 
end of 1943 there w ill be nine<- 
teen m illion women in the la­
bor force, and that seven m il­
lion w ill be married women. 
Yet little  has been done to solve 
the problems o f women who 
have to work and at the same 
time face the responsibility and

(Continued fro m  page 1>
m ustering  out of the armed forces 
to soften the effect on the labor 
m arke t , together w ith  a conver­
sion o f in d u s try  to peace-time 
uses. The conversion of in du s try  
would be, aided by governm ent 
grants. The demobilized soldiers 
and w orkers would receive a 
d ism issal wage.

JOB G UARAN TEES : A l l  who 
have been unemployed fo r 26 
weeks o r more would be assured 
jobs. The w orkers who could not 
be employed by p riva te  in du s try  
would be hired by the governm ent 
on perm anent Federal W orks 
Projects.

IN SUR ANCE: Insurance protec­
t io n  against old age, unem ploy­
ment, d isa b ility , loss of fa m ily  
bread-w inner, adequate medical 
and health care fo r a ll, free school 
lunches, d is tr ib u tio n  o f surplus 
food by food stamp plan to a ll low 
income fam ilies, are also proposed.

CONTROLS: C ontinuation  of
many price contro ls and ra tio n ing  
provisions fo r (he tra n s itio n  period 
between w ar and peace economies 
is advocated.

G O V E R N M E N T  TO T U R N  
P LA N T S  TO P R IV A T E  
C A P IT A L IS T S

DISPO SIT IO N  OF GOVERN­
M ENT-OW NED P LA N TS : Govern­
ment-owned plants would be 
disposed of to “ priva te  operators 
w i ll in g  and able to proceed w ith  
conversion of plants to peace tim e 
use and early  opera tion” ; certa in  
so-called “ monopoly con tro l”  safe­
guards would be imposed.

JO IN T  GOVERNM ENT-PRIVA- 
T E LY  OW NED P LA N TS : In  those 
industries  where (he government 
has a la rge investm ent, such as 
a lum inum , magnesium, other basic 
metals, syn the tic  rubber, some 
chemicals and a irc ra ft, i t  is 
suggested th a t ownership be in ­
vested jo in t ly  in  the hands of the 
governm ent and p riva te  indus try . 
O ther suggested fields fo r these 

\rnixed corporations are urban 
redevelopment, housing, transport 
te rm ina l, a ir  transport and 
e lectric  power.

W AGE CONTROLS: “ I f  any
wage contro ls are desirable they 
w i l l  need to take the fo rm  of 
m in im um  ra the r' than  m axim um  
levels,”  declares the N ational 
Resources P lann ing  Board.

I 'fE W  D E A L  A IM S
T h is  program  is  essentia lly a 

g lorified, am plified and extended 
New Deal. Upon the release of the 
documents, the opposition to the 
New Deal le t loose an angry 
a ttack  against the plan and its  
advocates. T h is  new version of 
the New Deal is accused o f being 
soc ia lis tic  in  content and in ten t.

As a m atte r of fac t th is  is a 
slander. The New Dealers, fa r 
from  desiring  socialism , are whole­
hearted ly dedicated to the pre­
servation o f cap ita lism . They 
th in k  cap ita lism  can best be saved 
by th is  program  of a few con­
cessions and m any promises.

Those governm ent p lan ts at 
present producing w a r goods are 
go ing to be turned over to priva te  
cap ita lis ts  wherever possible, as 
was stated above. B u t the New 
Dealers recognize th a t p riva te  in ­
du s try  w i l l  never be able to 
provide em ploym ent fo r  a ll the 
workers. T h is  is the m eaning of 
the proposed perm anent federal 
works program . P riva te  cap ita l 
alone w i l l  be unable to develop 
new industries ; fo r  th is, active 
governm ent aid w i l l  be required. 
The government-owned o r par­
tia lly-ow ned plants o r projects 
are considered as aids to p riva te  
cap ita lism , as methods o f assur­
in g  jobs.

A t the same tim e the New 
Dealers shrew dly consider th a t a 
few concessions to labor are ab­
solute ly necessary, th a t i f  p riva te  
cap ita lism  is pe rm itted  free re in  
i t  w i l l  resu lt in  the releasing of 
an intense open strugg le between 
the cap ita lis t class, fig h tin g  to in ­
crease its  rate o f p ro fits  by low er­
in g  wages and ra is in g  hours, and 
the w o rk in g  class, a ttem p ting  to 
defend its  l iv in g  standards. The 
New Dealers fear th a t such a 
strugg le would be ru inous to the 
cap ita lis ts.

T H E  A N T I-N E W  D E A LE R S
The anti-New Deal, old lin e  

cap ita lis ts  who dom inate Con-

unceasing labor of running a 
home.

Em ployers com plain tha t ab­
senteeism is much h igher among 
women workers. They label i t  lack 
o f pa trio tism  and de liberate ly 
ignore the rea l causes— inadequate 
child-care fac ilit ie s , illness in  the 
fam ily , and the increasing d if­
ficu lty  of shopping fo r  the house­
hold.

I t  is hard' enough fo r a fu ll-

gress, assert th a t in  order- to get 
the system to w o rk in g  once more, 
the New Deal m ust get ou t of the 
way and p e rm it the cap ita lis ts  to 
crush the labor movement.

Both, these groups o f cap ita lis ts  
have failed, as the h is to ry  of the 
last 14 years shows. The old line  
anti-New  Deal Hoover group 
governed the coun try  between 
1929 and 1933 when the economic 
crash and depression gripped the 
nation. In  spite, o f th e ir  efforts, 
the ravages of the depression ate 
deeper.

The New Deal, w h ich  came to 
office in  1933, was no more suc­
cessful than the Hoover group had 
been. The depression, w ith  mass 
unemployment, continued through­
out Roosevelt’s f irs t two terms 
from  1933 to 1940, when i t  was 
term inated by the war.

B oth groups w ill be equally un­
successful in  coping w ith  the 
post-war s itua tion . N e ithe r w i l l  be 
able to establish a healthy 
economic, system assuring fu l l  em­
ploym ent. The cap ita lis t owner­
ship o f the means of production 
and d is tr ib u tio n  stands in  the way.

N E IT H E R  C A N  S O LV E  
PR O B LE M

The cap ita lis ts  are no t interested 
in  producing because people need 
th ings. The cap ita lis ts  are in ­
terested in  producing on ly  when 
they can make a pro fit. When no 
p ro fit is, to be miad,e, the plants 
are shut down and workers turned 
out on the street. T h is  is termed 
an economic depression. I t  results 
when in d u s try  has “ overproduced? 
fro m  the p o in t o f view  o f the 
m arke t to buy these goods a t a 
profit, to the cap ita lis ts.

The w a r has resulted in  a 
tremendous increase in  the 
productive capacity of Am erican 
in du s try . Therefore the tendency 
toward “ overproduction”  has been 
speeded up. U. S. cap ita lism  can 
now, even less than in  1933, hope 
to reestablish fu l l  em ploym ent on 
the basis o f p riva te  cap ita lism .

The New Deal does not propose 
to abolish the cap ita lis t owner­
ship o f the means o f production, 
bu t to patch i t  up, to make a few 
concessions. I t  does not propose 
to  replace the p r iva te  ca p ita lis t 
and his p ro fit m otive. Therefore, 
i t  m ust fa il.

The aim  of social security, of 
jobs fo r a ll a t decent wages, of 
fu l l  health care— the w orkers m ust 
figh t fo r  a ll these and more. B ut 
they cannot get them by fo llow ing  
one o r the o ther of the cap ita lis t 
parties.

O nly by fig h tin g  fo r  a w orkers ’ 
program , in  opposition to  cap ita l­
ism, on ly  in  fig h tin g  fo r  the social 
ownership o f the ’ means of 
p roduction and d is tr ib u tio n , to be 
operated fo r  use and no t fo r 
profits, w i l l  these ideals be 
realized.

(A n  a rtic le  dealing w ith  other 
aspects of the NRPB plan w i l l  be 
p rin ted  in  next week's M ilita n t.)

A 30-day sales campaign to 
nlace Leon Trotsky's latest 
book, “ In Defense of Marx­
ism”  in the hands o f every per­
son interested in a fundamental 
analysis of the economic and 
political forces determining to­
day’s world-shaking events was 
¡naupmrated March 13 by the 
New York Local of the Socialist 
Workers Party.

The value of the m ate ria l con­
tained in  th is  la test classic of 
M arxism  has been demonstrated 
by the fac t th a t a considerable 
num ber of people heretofore un- 
fa m ila r  w ith  the ideas and 
methods o f M arxism  have already 
bought the book and enthusiastic­
a lly  acclaimed its  contents.

The com m ittee in  charge o f the 
campaign is o ffe rin g  a  valuable 
prize to the member se lling  the 
largest num ber of copies d u rin g  
the m onth. Plans fo r  ob ta in ing  
d is tr ib u tio n  include branch educa­
tiona l lectures , on the h is to ric  
and p o litica l im portance of th is  
volum e; special m a ilings to 
friends and sym path izers; a ttrac-

tim e housewife to strugg le against 
the conditions created by war-— 
r is in g  prices, food shortages,, 
ra tio n ing , lim ita t io n  of laundry  
service. F o r a w o rk in g  w ife  the 
s itua tion  is even more d ifficu lt.

Each day aggravates the over­
w he lm ing burden of household 
work. A women who works e ight 
to ten hours a day in  a p lant, plus 
one o r two hours spent in 
transporta tion , is expected to shop 
a t n ig h t and prepare the m ain 
meal o f the day.

And now the unenviable r ig h t 
to shop at n igh t, when fresh meat 
and vegetables are sold out. is  also 
threatened. Proposals such as 
those before the C ity  Council in  
New Y ork  dem anding an 8 J*. M. 
curfew  fo r  a ll re ta il stores would 
close delicatessens, neighborhood 
and departm ent stores open in  the 
evening and take away the on ly 
shopping tim e available to women 
in, indus try .

IN  S O V IE T  U N IO N  
A N D  B R IT A IN

In  the Soviet Union these d if ­
ficu lties have been met by serving 
a b ig  m idday meal a t the plant. 
T h is  e lim inated shopping and 
cooking a t n igh t, when a lig h t 
supper was suffic ient. England has 
(o some extent adopted a s im ila r 
p lan of “ fac to ry  canteen”  feeding. 
Cafeterias at the p lan t, organized 
by both unions and employers, are 
grow ing more common in  th is  
country.

Pressure of w a r conditions is 
crea ting  new answers to the 
shopping problem in  England. 
Women workers, by s im p ly  tak in g  
tim e  o ff. have forced employers 
to g ive' them “ shopping tim e,”  
h a lf days o ff th a t are staggered 
throughout the p lant. O ther ex­
perim enta l plans are being tr ied  
out in  England. Stores have been 
opened w ith in  the factories, and 
recently  a W omen’s A u x ilia ry  
Service group was assigned to the 
job— on a restric ted  scale—of 
shopping fo r ce rta in  women in  
indus try .

W orkers in, th is  coun try  sho.uld 
study these plans fo r • cafeterias 
a t the p lan t. Faced by the same 
shopping problem  as wojpen w o rk ­
ers in  England, they can be guided 
by the concessions w h ich  E ng lish 
workers have won. Unions m ust 
raise the demand fo r  shopping 
time,, and organize th e ir  own 
cafeterias. I f  unions fa il to act 
on these problems now, employers 
m ay soon in s titu te  from  above un­
satis facto ry systems of “ canteen 
feeding.”

T H E  “ ID E A L  W O R K E R ”
B u t women m ust prepare to 

figh t opposition to th e ir  demands. 
The boss dreams o f an “ ideal 
w o rke r,”  who has no fa m ily  
obligations, no ch ild ren, no s ick­
ness, no shopping problem, no 
d ifficu ltie s  o f any k in d  which 
m ig h t in te rfe re  w ith  the schedule 
ot h is p lan t. He feels th a t i f  such 
problems arise they should be 
solved by the woman herself or 
by “ the com m unity .”  He dis likes 
concessions w h ich  acknowledge 
the existence of these problems 
and force h im  to ad just to the 
needs of women -workers.

Society women apparently  share 
the ideal of the boss. A t a recent 
m eeting held by Essex County, 
N. J „  clubwomen to discuss re ­
c ru itm e n t of women fo r  factories 
— other women, o f course, they 
had no in te n tio n  of w o rk in g  them ­
selves!— one of the women a t the 
speakers’ table said:

“ Our job is to find the women 
w ith  no responsib ilities and get 
them in to  in d u s try .”

tive  displays a t branch meetings, 
classes and forum s: special pay­
m ent plans; arrangem ents to 
assist Pioneer Publishers in  
p lacing the book in  bookstores, 
u n ive rs ity  and pub lic  branch 
lib ra ries , etc. An outstanding 
feature of the campaign w il l  be 
the pub lica tion  of a special sym ­
posium -bulletin con ta in ing  artic les 
of appreciation on the rich  con­
tents of the book. Among these 
artic les  w ill be one recounting the 
conversations of a comrade w ith  
T ro tsky  in  Coyoacan. Mexico at. 
the tim e he was -working on the 
m ate ria l in  the book.

Comment made by new readers 
of the book shows tha t T ro ts k y ’s 
analysis of the Soviet Union, the 
Soviet-F inn ish -war, the invasion 
of Poland and the character of the 
Second W orld  W ar has provided 
them  w ith  the key to the cu rre n t 
d ip lom atic  stra tegy of the United 
Nations and the A x is  regard ing 
F in land, I ta ly  and other European 
countries.

Copies of “Jn  Defense of M arx­
ism ”  can be purchased a t the 
Loca l New Y o rk  headquarters, 116 
U n ive rs ity  Place.

(Continued fro m  page 1)
independent action  to force a 
fou rth -te rm  nom ination  fo r  Roose­
velt and to have more say in  the 
selection of o ther candidates in  
state and local elections.

P R ESS U R E F R O M 'T W O  
D IR E C TIO N S

Despite th e ir  boastfu l words 
and m enacing gestures, th e y 'p ro ­
pose to ru n  independent labor 
candidates on ly  as a last resort 
and i f  a ll attem pts to .-a rrive  at 
agreements w ith  the Republicans 
and Democrats have fa llen  
through. They have pursued th is  
po licy in  the aast and plan to con­
tinue  w ith  i t  as long as they can.

B u t i t  is  becoming more d if ­
ficu lt fo r the A L P  and trade un ion 
leaders to practice th is  double- 
dealing po licy. On th e ir  r ig h t hand 
the u ltra -rea c tiona ry  .wings, who 
ta k in g  command o f both the 
Republican and Dem ocratic par­
ties, have become more outspoken 
and aggressive in  th e ir  an ti-labor 
a ttitude . They do not w ant to 
make concessions or conclude 
deals w ith  the labor o ffic ia ls ; 
they are out to dismember and 
destroy the en tire  labor movement 
du ring  th is  war.

On th e ir  le f t  hand the ran k  and 
f ile  trade un ionists, as M cD e v itt 
declares, are beg inn ing to de­
mand a p a rty  o f th e ir  own th a t 
can conduct a rea l f ig h t  against 
a ll an ti- la b o r conspira tors. They 
don’t  w ant to  rem ain fo reve r a 
f i f th  wheel to  the Dem ocratic and 
Republican p o lit ic a l machines. 
They w ant to  bu ild  a po litica l 
p a rty  th a t belongs to  them  and 
can be made responsible to them.

Caught in  th is  crossfire of con­
tending class forces, the offic ia l 
leaders of labor are today some­
w hat unsure of themselves and 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l course. They 
vacilla te  between the a lte rna tives 
of supporting  the old-line parties 
and of in it ia t in g  a new Labor 
Party. They combine threats of 
independent po litica l action w ith  
appeals to the Dem ocratic and 
Republican bosses to make i t  pos-

By T E R E N C E  P H E L A N
President Roosevelt's request 

last week to Congress to- enact 
legislation enabling Puerto R i­
cans to elect their own gover­
nor, heretofore appointed by 
the president, is his answer to 
the resolution asking for inde­
pendence, adopted on Feb. 10 
by the Puerto Rican legislature. 
Roosevelt’s request had almost 
unanimous support of 'all the 
island's political parties, though 
Juan Antonio Corretjer, secre­
tary-general of the Nationalist 
Party — most of whose leaders 
have been im prisoned by the U. S. 
because o f th e ir  s trugg les fo r  na­
tio n a l lib e ra tio n  —  co rre c tly  
pointed out that i t  does no t a lte r  
the te r r ito r y ’s colon ia l status.

M ixed m otives were a ttr ibu ted  
to the President’s action ; in  part, 
the desire to make a demagogic 
dem onstration to the ju s tly  
susp.icious peoples of L a tin  A m er­
ica, who b itte r ly  resent U. S. ex­
p lo ita tion  of th e ir  Puerto Rican 
brothers. But, the most com pelling 
reason was ev iden tly  the hope, 
th a t such a lim ite d  “ home ru le ” 
measure m ig h t s tifle , the popular 
d rive  fo r  complete independence 
w h ich  has been sw e lling  menac­
in g ly  under the lash o f conditions 
so increasing ly  h o rrib le  th a t even 
such a reactionary organ as L ife  
recently  protested against them.

T H E  FOO D C R IS IS
Subm arine blockade and, bureau­

c ra tic  callousness have been 
l i te ra lly  s ta rv in g  Puerto Rico, 
w h ich used to im p o rt annua lly  
from  the U. S. more than one m il­
lio n  tons o f food— la rge ly  dried 
cod, beans, and rice. The diversion 
of sh ipp ing to w ar routes hasecut 
these im ports  75%.

Even when food is ava ilable, 
prices are up more than 100%: 
rice from  4c to  l i e  a pound, cod 
from  9c to  40c. A l l  th rou gh  the 
autum n, food r io ts  were w ide­
spread, food p ro fite e ring  ra m ­
pant. Though prices o f necessi­
ties are a t a U . S. level, wages 
are a t a level o f the m ost back­
ward nations —  the  average an­
nual income per fa m ily , fo r  ex­
ample, is  $170.

E xports are s im ila r ly  blocked: 
such island products as sugar and 
coffee lie  ro tt in g  on the piers. The 
125,000 sweated women and c h il­
dren who blinded themselves over 
the  famed Puerto R ican hand-em­
broidered linge rie  fo r  r ich  A m er­
ican women, are a lm ost w ho lly  
unemployed today. Of a to ta l 
population of 1,885,000, some 325,- 
000 were unemployed last a u tu m n ; 
and, since Puerto Rico, u n like  the. 
U. S., has no w ar in d u s try  to take 
up the slack, the figure today is 
probably even higher. And the 
•WPA, fo r  years a m ainstay, As in 
process o f liqu ida tion .
R E A C T IO N  A N D  PRO TEST

In  la te January, Republican 
Representative Fred L . C raw ford

sible fo r them  to deal w ith  them. 
T h is is “ m u tin y  on one’s knees.”

LA B O R  P A R T Y  
N E E D E D  N O W

The A L P  1942 campaign fo r  
Governor o f New Y o rk  proved 
tha t circumstances beyond th e ir  
con tro l can compel the Labo rite  
leaders to ru n  th e ir  own ticke t, 
despite a ll th e ir  in ten tions  and 
reservations, I t  also proved tha t 
the organized w orkers w i l l  tu rn  
out and vote fo r  labor candidates.

I t  is  up to the workers in  the 
A F L  and CIO to see th a t th e ir  
representatives take the r ig h t  
road to independent p o lit ic a l o r­
ganization and action. They are the 
on ly  fo rc e .th a t can prevent th e ir  
leaders from  con tinu ing  along the 
fa ta l course of c a p tiv ity  to the 
ca p ita lis t parties and m ak ing  
sell-out deals w ith  them, a t elec­
t io n  tim e.

Every, move in  the d irec tio n  o f 
the crea tion  o f a Labor P a rty  
which the leadership is obliged 
to  take deserves support. I t  is  
necessary to  launch, to  bu ild , to  
s trengthen the Labor P a rty  move­
ment.

B u t th is  movement w i l l  be 
endangered and seriously cripp led 
i f  i t  s ta rts  out w ith  the prospect 
o f m aking  deals w ith  the cap ita lis t 
pa rlies  and renom ina ting  Roose­
ve lt fo r  a fo u rth  term . The o r­
ganized w orkers need th e ir  own 
nation-w ide Independent Labor 
P arty . They need candidates who 
w il l  rem ain responsible solely to 
them, ju s t as a steward in  the 
shops o r a un ion  president is. 
They need a program  o f s trugg le 
against the a d m in is tra tion  and its  
polic ies as w e ll as against the 
u ltra -reactionaries in  W ashington.

Today Is the tim e  to  prepare 
fo r  the 1944 elections by demand­
ing  th a t the trade-un ions organ­
ize th e ir  Independent Labor P a r­
ty  on a na tional, sta te  and loca l 
scale. Combat the  d rive  aga inst 
labo r by bu ild ing  a m il ita n t  mass 
p a rty  o f labo r now.

of M ich igan in troduced in to  Con­
gress a measure, to, annu l even- 
the few  progressive: laws— con­
cern ing the break-up o f la rgo 
sugar estates, pub lic  con tro l o f 
power, m in im u m  wage standards,, 
etc.— passed by the is land ’s Legis­
la tu re  and adm in istered by New 
Dealish Governor Rexford G. Tug- 
well. S im ultaneously, the b ig  
sugar-growers, who had refused 
to convert to  food production  
despite the o ffe r of fa t  subsidies, 
threatened to cease a ll ac tiv itie s  
ra the r th a n . pay th e ir  m iserable 
laborers the wretched salaries set 
by the island 's M in im um  Wage 
Board.

Labor, its  patience exhausted, 
countered th is  com bination o f lo ­
cal b lackm a il and in te rn a tio n a l 
reaction w ith  the th re a t o f a gen­
era l s tr ik e  by the 250,000 mem­
bers of, the. Confederación Gene­
ra l de T raba jo , w ith  probable 
support by 750,000 others o f the 
is land ’s, exp lo ited  masses.

Unded mass pressure o f the 
aroused people, the usua lly  s h illy ­
sha lly ing  leg is la tors of Puerto R ico 
not on ly  in d ig n a n tly  denounced- 
the infam ous C raw ford proposal, 
but, on February 10, in  an action 
unprecedented in  the 44 years of 
U. S. contro l, kept Governor Tug- 
w e ll coo ling h is  heels w ith  h is  
Annua l Message w h ile  i t  proceeded 
to vote the f la t  demand th a t the,. 
U. S. Congress pu t an end once, 
and fo r a ll to the colon ia l system, 
and to ca ll fo r  a un iversa l 
referendum  by the Puerto R ican 
people to determ ine the is land ’s 
status.

Students dem onstrated; shop-- 
keepers, dem anding tha t foodstuffs 
be allowed to. be im ported from  
o ther countries, threatened to 
close 500 stores: labor, w ith  “ un- 
authorized”  s trikes e p i d e m i c  
against m in im um -wage chiseling , 
stood m enacingly ready fo r  gen­
eral s tr ik e  action. So, la s t week, 
Roosevelt g race fu lly  made his 
recom m endation to Congress.
U . S. W O R KERS M U S T  H E L P

No one who knows the rea litie s  
of im peria lism  in, the colonies 
w il l  have any illus ions  th a t th is  
“ home ru le ”  sop. tossed to qu ie t 
Puerto R ico ’s desperately pro test­
in g  people, can solve the Puerto 
Rican problem.

Such “ independent”  sem i-colo­
nies as. Cuba and H a it i are dem­
onstra tions th a t U . S. finance ca­
p ita l can ru le  as tho ro ug h ly  by 
economic pressure as by d irec t 
governm enta l con tro l.

F o r an essentia lly  one-crop; 
coun try  dependent on the ex te rio r 
fo r its  m arke t and its  food sup­
plies, there is no fina l and com­
plete so lu tion sho rt o f socialism  
on a w orld  scale. Y et U. S. w o rk ­
ers, to whom the masses of the 
Am erican colonies and semi- 
colonies look as to th e ir  surest, 
allies, should support and seek, 
to extend every step, however 
s ligh t, w h ich  lessens the super- 
exp lo ita tion  of th e ir  colon ia l 
brothers.

150 Hear Goldman On 
Alter-Erlich Murders
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Mine Workers Threaten To Strike
' Absenteeism1 And The 
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Their Execution By Stalin Is A  Blow Against The Defense O f The Soviet Union
By ALBERT GOLDMAN

Excerpts fro m  a lecture de live red-a t the Sunday Open Forum  of
the N-eic Y ork  School fo r  Social Science, M ar. 1J,, 19.'t3.
I t  would a lm ost seem as i f  S ta lin  in te n tio n a lly  takes care 

to  rem ind the w orkers  th a t h is c r im in a l ac tiv itie s  aga inst the 
w o rk in g  class w i l l  * not and cannot cease, so long as he ru les 
over the destinies o f the Soviet Union. I t  is  possible th a t w ith  
the  lapse o f tim e  many w orkers who were shocked by the Moscow 
fram eup  tr ia ls  and the execution o f some o f the m ost devoted 
and capable leaders o f the Russian Revolution, would have e ither 
fo rg o tte n  o r m in im ized the g ra v ity  o f these crim es o f the K re m ­
l in  d ic ta to r. Especia lly is th is  tru e  a t the present m om ent when 
the  w orkers are so elated a t the v ic to ries  o f the  Red A rm y  over 
the N azi forces.

B u t no! S ta lin  does not pe rm it any one to fo rge t li is  c r im in a l 
ac tiv ities . H is  position as the leader of a bureaucratic caste th a t 
has usurped power in  the Soviet Un ion and is anxious to pro tect 
its e lf  aag inst the  w orkers  o f the SU and o f the  whole w o rld  
compel h in t-to  continue w ith  those ac tiv ities . No crim e can be his 
last, so long as he is  master of the K re m lin . H is power, based on 
Violence against and treachery to the revo lu tion , can continue 
on ly  w ith  violence and treachery.

A las, his la tes t crim e, the m urder o f H e n ryk  E r lic h  and 
V ic to r A lte r, is  not the last. I t  on ly  serves to rem ind those who 
m ig h t fo rge t tha t he has com m itted crimes in  the past and w il l  
continue to com m it them in  the fu tu re .

£  *  *

Is the re  the s ligh te s t chance, th a t E r lic h  apd A lte r  were 
g u ilty  o f th e . accusations leve lled aghinst- them  in  L i tv in o f f ’s 
le tte r  to  W illia m  Green? The answer m ust-be  an unhes ita ting  
and loud “ N o !”

I  re fe r expressly to the charges m entioned in, L itv in o f f ’s 
le tte r. We know, of no other charges. The, im pression prevails th a t 
E r lic h  and A lte r  have been charged w ith  being Nazi agents. The 
S ta lin is t press speaks of them in  th is  way. As a m atte r of fact 
L i tv in o f f ’s le tte r does not indica te tha t they were accused of being 
N azh agents.

I t  would have been somewhat too inconsistent to accuse them  
o f being Nazi agents because they were firs t condemned to death 
in  August, 1941 fo r being in  the pay o f the Polish Secret Service. 
I f  they were agents of the Polish Espionage service i t  would have 
been som ewhat d if f ic u lt  to  exp la in  how they became N az i agents 
a fte r  they were already placed in  confinement in  Soviet Union.

I t  may w e ll be th a t the GPU w i l l  fu rn is h  us w ith  new charges 
ac tua lly  accusing the tw o Socialists o f being Nazi agents. In  
re a lity  consistency and log ic  p lay  a ve ry  sm a ll ro le  in  th e ir  
charges. I t  may w e ll be th a t the charges were, purposely made 
very vague in  L itv in o f f ’s le tte r  w ith  the expectation th a t la te r 
they can be changed i f  circumstances require.

The S ta lin is t press here continues to accuse E r lic h  and A lte r  
o f being Nazi agents. I t  goes w ith o u t saying th a t no one except 
a com pletely b linded S ta lin is t can believe th a t these two people 
could possib ly be N a z i agents. E v e ry th in g  is o f course possible 
in  th is  w orld  and i t  may be argued th a t i t  is  possible fo r two 
Jew ish Socia list leaders w ith  m any years of a c tiv ity  in  the labor 
movement to sell themselves to the Nazis.

B u t i f  one wants people to  believe such an u tte r ly  im p rob ­
able accusation one m ust, be ready to  produce p roof so con­
v in c in g  th a t not. even th.eir closest, frien ds  would have any doubt 
o f i t ,  The S ta lin is ts  do no t and cannot produce. p roo f and we 
m ust brand the accusations as lies and slanders.

In  L itv in o f f ’s le tte r they are charged w ith  m aking appeals to 
Soviet troops to stop' bloodshed and w ith  advocating a separate 
peace between the Soviet Union and H itle r . One m ust adm it tha t 
off-hand these charges sound a l i t t le  more plausible than the 
S ta lin is t press accusation of th e ir  being Nazi agents. Because, i t  
m ay be argued, people who advocate a separate peace or ca ll upon 
Soviet troops to stop figh ting  need not necessarily be Nazi agents. 
A bso lu te ly  consistent pacifis ts and non-resisters m ig h t do th a t 
ve ry  th in g .

WHO WILL BELIEVE THESE 
CHANGES?

B u t i t  is  known to everybody th a t E r lic h  and A lte r  were not 
pacifis ts; i t  is, known to everybody th a t they organized the 
resistance of the Jew ish w orkers  in  Poland to  the German in ­
vasion. In  a le tte r w h ich  E r lic h  succeeded in  sm uggling ou t of 
the  Soviet U n ion he te lls  o f negotiations, th a t he had w ith  Soviet 
o ffic ia ls  fo r  the purpose o f o rgan iz ing the Jewish masses in  the 
strugg le against H itle r , T h a t was d u rin g  the sho rt period they 
were, ou t of ja il,  between September, 1941 and December of the 
same year.

»  *  *

W hy were no t the accusations made public a t the tim e  o f 
th.eir re -a rres t in  December 1941? These men were, no t unknown 
ind iv idua ls .

T h e ir detention by the Soviet Governm ent received w o rld ­
w ide p u b lic ity  and was made the subject of representations by 
m any prom inent men both of Uabor and bourgeois circles. Does 
i t  not fo llow  th a t i f  the Soviet Government were serious in  its  
charges i t  would have made them  public?

W hy were they no t g iven an open t r ia l  w ith,, the r ig h t  o f 
defense by counsel o f th e ir  own,choice and w ith  the  representa­
tives  o f w orld  labor present, a t the t r ia l?  The s ta tu re  o f these 
men demanded such a  t r ia l  i f  the Soviet G overnm ent had the 
s lig h te s t sense o f respons ib ility  to  w o rld  labor.

They are charged w ith  advocating a separate peace between 
the Soviet Union and Germany and w ith  u rg ing  the Soviet troops 
to  stop bloodshed. As I  indicated these charges are incred ib le  on 
the basis o f th e ir  beliefs and ac tiv ities . B u t w e ,s t ill w ant to ,know 
when and how d id  they advocate a separate peace o r urge the Red 
soldiers not to shoot? They were arrested in  September 1939, 
released in  August 1941 and i;e-arrested in  December of th a t year. 
D id they, a fte r having been released from  a death sentence w hich 
was commuted to ten years o f im prisonm ent, begin advocating 
a separate peace im m edia te ly  a fte r they were released from  ja il?  
D id  the Soviet governm ent g ra n t them the r ig h t  to pub lish  a 
paper? D id they speak on- the street corners of Moscow and 
K u ib ishev? O r did they convene w ith  some G P U  agent who 
reported th a t they h ired  him  to arrange fo r the separate peace?

*  *  *

But. and th is  is a question fre q u e n tly  asked, d idn ’ t  S ta lin  
know th a t the execution o f E rlic h  and A lte r  would arouse a g rea t

SOCIALISM ON TRIAL
by Jam es P . C annon

The o ffic ia l cou rt record o f h is tes tim ony in  the 
fam ous M inneapo lis “ Sed ition”  tr ia l.
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deal o f com m ent and adverse p u b lic ity  and resentm ent am ong a 
la rge  section o f the w o rk ing  class?

O f course he knew, b u t to  execute them  was the lesser e v il 
fo r  S ta lin .

The basic reason fo r the execution is the fac t th a t the two 
men were conscious an ti-S ta lin is ts  and leaders of an im p o rtan t 
section o f t lie  w o rk ing  class. I  use the te rm  conscious an ti- 
S ta lin is ts  in  the sense th a t they understood the reactionary 
character of S ta lin ism  and the necessity fo r a strugg le against it .  
They were not libera ls  who s im p ly deplored and regretted S ta lin ’s 
“ excessive" violence but were w ill in g  to fo rg ive  h im  many tilings  
because he was also an anti-fascist. They were no t libe ra ls  who 
could be hoodwinked by o ffic ia l s ta tis tics  and by the fac t tha t 
S ta lin  had granted a cons titu tion  which promised many freedoms.

They were not of course T ro tsky is ts  and therefore, from  our 
po in t of view, th e jr  opposition to S ta lin ism  was not rea lly  revo lu­
tion a ry  o r effective. B ut they were opponents of S ta lin  and leaders 
in  the labor movement and th is  fact meant th a t they were in  
serious danger o f assassination when they were caught in  the 
clutches o f the GPU.

N a tu ra lly  the GPU took a ll known an ti-S ta lin is ts  in  the labor 
movement o f Poland in to  custody when the Red A rm y  invaded the 
eastern pa rt o f Poland. H it le r  took revo lu tiona ry  workers in to  
custody in  h is section of Poland and S ta lin  d id  likew ise in  his 
section.

.U n t il H it le r  attacked the Soviet U n ion S ta lin  paid no atten­
t io n  to any protests em anating from  the capitalist.- democracies 
against the detention of E r lic h  and A lte r. I t  was no t u n t il a fte r 
the a ttack and a fte r S ta lin  became fr ie n d ly  w ith  the cap ita lis t 
democracies th a t he paid any a tten tion ''to  the protests o f leading 
representatives o f labor. But remember th a t by th a t tim e he had, 
kept them  in  ja i l  fo r alm ost two years.

WHY THEY WERE EXECUTED
E rlic h  and A lte r  were no t o rd in a ry  people. They were a r ­

ticu la te  leaders and w e ll-know n in  the labo r movement. They 
had received w orld -w ide p u b lic ity . They knew the Russian la n ­
guage. They undoubtedly had m et many a re vo lu tio n is t- in  prison. 
•They had le a rn t much and to  release them and p e rm it them  to  
go ou t o f the  coun try  would mean to  free  tw o  people who could 
speak and w rite  w ith  g reat a u th o rity  on the s itu a tio n  in  the  
Soviet U n ion. S ta lin  s im p ly  could no t p e rm it these people to 
ge t ou t o f the Soviet Union and reveal the secrets o f h is prisons 
and prisoners.

There was obviously a great deal of hesita tion as to w hat to 
do w ith  E r lic h  and A lte r. They were ,at f irs t released even though 
they had been convicted of w o rk in g  fo r the Polish In te lligence 
Service. T ha t was in  September, 1941. In  those days S ta lin  
possib ly played around w ith  the idea of e n lis tin g  the help of 
E r lic h  and A lte r. In  E r lic h ’s on ly  le tte r from  the Soviet Union, 
w r itte n  d u rin g  his sho rt period of freedom, he mentions the 
negotiations w ith  Soviet offic ia ls  fo r the organ ization of some 
Jewish committee.

Soon, however, S ta lin  rearrested E r lic h  and i\ lte r .  T ha t was 
in  December, 1941, a fte r the German a rm y began its  re trea t from  
Moscow. Keeping them  in  ja i l  was no so lu tion because they were 
too prom inent and too m any im portan t people were demanding 
th e ir  release. To set them free and keep them in  the Soviet Union 
was also no so lu tion  because they would he given an oppo rtun ity  
to study conditions in  the Sòvièt U n ion and the demand fo r 
perm ission to have them leave the Soviet Un ion would continue, 
in  spite o f tiie  fac t th a t S ta lin  would confer the questionable 
p riv ilege  of Soviet c itizensh ip on them.

To k i l l  them was fo r S ta lin  the best so lu tion under the 
circumstances, and S ta lin  therefore ordered his GPU agents to 
proceed w ith  the executions.

Before he had them  executed S ta lin  made them  citizens o f the 
Soviet Union. "When, in  March 1942, the representatives of the 
Polish Government were to ld  th a t E r lic h  and A lte r  were citizens 
o f the Soviet Union and no representation from  any governm ent 
was therefore perm issible, th e ir  fate was sealed.

One shudders a t the idea tha t the g ra n tin g  of Soviet c itizen­
ship to fore ign socialists is on ly  a prelude to a ho rrib le  death. 
The land where twenty-five years ago a revo lu tion  was made on 
the basis of the granàest concepts of in te rna tiona lism , the land 
w h ich  in te rna tiona lis ts  everywhere considered as th e ir  own, where 
to be granted c itizensh ip was a m ark  of honor and d is tinc tio n ,—  
th a t land has degenerated under S ta lin  to a po in t where the 
g ra n tin g  of c itizensh ip is a p re lim in a ry  to execution.

*  *  *

W hy did  no t S ta lin  arrange fo r  a public- t r ia l as he did  in  
the case o f the Moscow T ria ls?  One m ust o f course f irs t  of a ll 
ex to rt confessions, and A lte r  and E r lic h  were perhaps not the 
type  o f men to  y ie ld  to to rtu re . Then again a t r ia l  w ou ld  involve 
tremendous p u b lic ity . There would be. demands fo r  representation 
of labo r from  the rest of the w orld .

S ta lin  handles each case d iffe re n tly , depending upon the type 
of men and the circumstances. He had to ju s t ify  the executions 
o f the Old Bolsheviks before the Soviet masses. Hence the con­
fessions and the tr ia ls . E r lic h  and A lte r  are unknow n to the Soviet 
masses and I  doubt w hethe r they  know  o f the executions. To 
k i l l  them  secre tly  was the best course open fo r  S ta lin .

W hen H it le r  executes a revo lu tion is t, the class-conscious w o rk ­
ers are lik e ly  to feel more determ ined than ever to continue the 
struggle to avenge th e ir  m artyrs . B u t when S ta lin  m urders 
revo lu tion is ts  and besmirches th e ir  character, m any a class- 
conscious w orker suffers s p ir itu a lly  and is demoralized. S ta lin ’s 
crim es b rin g  dem ora lization to large sections of workers and con­
sequently weaken the Soviet Union.

STALIN’S CRIMES WEAKEN 
THE USSR

When S ta lin  destroyed Soviet dem ocracy; when th rough  to r ­
tu re  he forced some o f the g rea t leaders o f the  Russian. Revolu­
tion to degrade themselves by fa lse confessions in  open c o u rt; 
when S ta lin  had them found g u ilty  as N azi agents and had them  
executed; when he k illed  the ablest generals o f the Red A rm y ; 
whep he im prisoned and executed thousands o f lo ya l com m unists 
who would no t confess; when he, th rough  his G PU agent assas­
sinated Len in ’s pa rtne r in  the leadership o f the Russian Revolu­
tio n ; when he plays pow er-po litics  w ith o u t any regard  to  the 
dem ocratic and n a tion a l- libe ra tio n  sentim ents o f the  masses; 
when he k illed  E rlic h  and A lte r ,  he s truck  heavy blows a t the 
Soviet U n ion  and the re fo re  at. the w o rk in g  class o f the w o rld .

In  spite of the fac t th a t the masses are elated a t the v ic to ries  
of the Red A rm y  and in  spite of the g row th  o f S ta lin ’s prestige 
as a resu lt of those victories, the tendency among large sections 
of the w o rk in g  (jlass is to consider S ta lin  m erely as a lesser ev il 
to H itle r . One needs on ly  remember tha t the sympathies o f ,the 
masses were w ith  F in land  a t the tim e  o f the Soviet-F inn ish w ar to 
realize w hat damage S ta jin  has done to the Soviet Union.

W hy did  the F in n ish  people resist the invasion of the  Red 
A rm y  so stubborn ly? Because the a ttrac tive , power of the Soviet 
Un ion was los t by v ir tu e  o f the crim es of S ta lin . N o t because 
the F in n ish  masses love M annerheim , I  assure you.

O nly the m ost advanced section of the w o rk in g  class, the 
T ro tsky is ts , rea liz ing  the, enormous value th a t the continued 
existence o f the Soviet Un ion has fo r  the w orkers o f the w orld ,

stood fo r the defense of the Soviet U n ion in  the F in n ish  con flic t. 
S ta lin ’s crimes make i t  exceedingly d iff ic u lt  to rouse the masses 
in  the defense of the Soviet Union under circumstances when 
i t  needs defense most.

S ta lin  re lies on the v ic to ries  of the Red A rm y  to cover up 
his past, present and fu tu re  crimes. By some fan tastic  logic i t  is  
held, by the igno ran t and tire vicious, that the resistance of the 
Red A rm y  proves th a t the generals executed by S ta lin  were fifth - 
colum nists. W hat would one say of a person who claimed c red it 
fo r  the resistance of a prize-figh ter whose r ig h t  arm  th is  person 
broke ju s t before the fight? S ta lin  crippled the Red A rm y  w h ich  
offers heroic resistance in  spite o f its  being crippled. The c rim in a l 
responsible fo r the beheading is given c red it fo r the resistance. 
Is  tha t not fan tastic?

They who are now busy w h itew ash ing the past crim es o f 
S ta lin  are he lp ing h im  com m it h is present and fu tu re  crim es. 
W ha t g rea te r service, can be rendered to  S ta lin  than  to  f ilm  the 
Moscow T r ia ls  no t as fram eups bu t as au then tic?  Davies is 
no th ing  bu t a hypocrite  when he cla im s th a t he changed his 
m ind on the Moscow T r ia ls . He is p a r t o f th a t section o f the 
ca p ita lis t class which is w illin g  to  pay S ta lin  fo r  services ren ­
dered by executing rea l revo lu tion is ts .

So, long as the Soviet U n ion re ta ins nationalized property, 
so long as cap ita lism  is no t pe rm itted  to, fun c tion  in  the Soviet 
Union, so long w i l l  the ca p ita lis t class rem a in  hostile  to It. T ha t 
is true  even when the S ta lin is t bureaucracy rules the Soviet 
Union. B u t ce rta in  sections of the cap ita lis t class are capable of 
recognizing and do recognize the d ifference between S ta lin ism  
and T ro tsky ism  in  the Soviet Union. W hen the sanctim onious 
V ice-president W allace asserts th a t w ar is inevitab le  i f  T ro tsky ism  
should re tu rn  to the Soviet Union, i t  is  a clear in d ica tion  tha t 
the cap ita lis t class is  in terested in  preven ting  such a re tu rn  not 
because i t  fears war, bu t because i t  fears revo lu tion .

A lthough some sections o f the cap ita lis t class u tilize  S ta lin ’s 
crim es to arouse the an im osity  of the masses, other sections, cover 
them up ,in  order to_pgy S ta lin  fo r  the services he ren.ders. them 
and to. prevent the, masses from  waging a revo lu tiona ry  strugg le 
against S ta lin . W ith  the same end in  view  d iffe re n t sections of 
the cap ita lis t class fo llow  d iffe re n t courses towards S ta lin .

The advanced workers w i l l  never be a pa rty  to covering up 
S ta lin ’s crimes. Defending the Soviet Union, they w i l l  expose 
S ta lin  and his crimes. Not we, by-exposing the crimes, are in  any 
way b rin g in g  harm  to the Soviet Union, bu t S ta lin , by com m ittin g  
them, and the reactionaries and the fools, by covering them  up.

*  *  *

Undoubtedly the crim e o f S ta lin  in  m urd e rin g  E r lic h  and 
A lte r  w i l l  be u tilized  by a ll types of democrats once more to po in t 
to th e ir  m ora l lesson th a t S ta lin ism , w h ich  Is the very antithesis  
o f Bolshevism, is a product o f Bolshevism. Once more the nonsense 
th a t Bolshevism believes in  u t il iz in g  a ll means to achieve its  ends 
w i l l  be tro tted  out as a w a rn in g  no t on ly  against S ta lin ism  but 
against revo lu tiona ry  M arx ism  as represented by T ro tsky ism .

T h is  ve ry  m eeting organized by fo llow e rs  o f the ideas o f 
T ro ts k y  is a re fu ta tio n  o f the absurd apd vic ious theory  th a t 
S ta lin ism  has an y th in g  to  do w ith  Bolshevism , The T ro tsky is ts  
are opponents o f the p o lit ic a l program  o f E r lic h  and A lte r .

E r lic h  and A lte r, w h ile  recognising the v a lid ity  of some 
fundam ental p rinc ip les of revo lu tiona ry  M arxism , insisted on 
rem a in ing  in  the Second In te rn a tion a l, together w ith  people-who 
w ould  have no th ing  to do w ith .,re v o lu tio n a ry  M arxism . E r lic h  
argued th a t T ro tsky  favored the idea of revo lu tion is ts  rem a in ing  
h i the trade un ions; w hy no t then rem ain in  re fo rm is t parties? 
He did  no t make, as we make, a fundam enta l d is tin c tio n  between 
and organ ization in c lud in g  a ll workers, such as a trade union, 
and the organ ization of the most advanced section of the class, 
the p o lit ic a l party .

We do not hesitate to c ritic ize  p o lit ic a l opponents in  the ranks 
o f the workers. B u t I  defy anyone to show th a t in  the  theory  o r 
practice of Bolshevism there is the s ligh test suggestion th a t 
violence should be u tilize d  against p o lit ic a l opponents.

BOLSHEVISM VS STALINISM
Ah, bu t did not the Bolsheviks under Len in  and T ro tsky  use 

violence, d u rin g  the C iv il W ar, not on ly  against the cap ita lis ts  
who started the jC Iv il W ar bu t also against the Mensheviks and 
Socia list Revolutionaries?

I t  is  o f course absurd to compare the actions of men in  a 
period of c iv i l w a r and in  a period o f com parative peace. In  the 
te rr ib le  fierceness of a life-and-death strugg le between classes, i t  is

not always possible to guard against excesses. In  such a period 
the tendency is to  say th a t he who is  no t fo r  us is  aga ins t 
us. F ine d is tinc tions  between opponents are overlooked and ex­
cesses may be com m itted. U n fo rtu na te ly  revo lu tions are no t guided 
by the p rinc ip les of sweetness and lig h t.

B u t look ca re fu lly  a t the h is to rica l record, beg inn ing w ith  
the February  Revolu tion , and the actions o f the Bolsheviks against 
a ll th e ir  p o lit ic a l opponents can be easily  defended. M istakes 
were probably made In  in d iv id u a l cases, hu t on the whole record 
the Bolsheviks can easily defend themselves against any p o litica l 
group.

Le t me rem ind  you th a t Len in  pleaded In  va in  w ith  the 
re fo rm is t parties to take power in  the Soviets and prom ised to 
suppo rt them  and to conduct a peaceful, s tru g g le  in  the Soviets 
fo r  the m a jo rity . This, Len in  claim ed, and he was a thousand 
tim es r ig h t, would avoid bloodshed altogether. B u t the pleas of 
Len in  w en t unheeded and in  th is  lies an im p o rta n t reason fo r  
the C iv il W ar.

T rue  Bolsheviks w i l l  always enter in to  a compact w ith  a ll 
working-class, parties to s trugg le peacefu lly fo r  the m a jo r ity  and 
to support whatever pa rty  has the m a jo r ity  against the  ca p ita lis t 
class.

No one has to  teach Bolsheviks a lesson in  w orkers ’  democ­
racy. I t  has been and is  the  conception o f Bolshevism  th a t  w ith ­
ou t w o rkers ’ democracy there, can be, no socialism .

CONNECTION WITH COMING 
REVOLUTIONS

A t  th is  tim e  the  crim e o f S ta lin  in  m u rd e rin g  E r lic h  and 
A lte r  has a p a rtic u la r significance because o f possible revo lu tiona ry  
upheavals in  Europe in  the im m edia te fu tu re . The w a r has 
assumed a tu rn  where the m il ita ry  defeat o f H it le r  can he looked 
fo rw a rd  to w ith  some confidence. W ha t w i l l  fo llow ? The ca p ita lis ts - 
of England and the U n ited States are w o rrie d ; so is S ta lin .

A- defeat o f H it le r  confronts the masses w ith  the question: 
w hat sha ll we do now? S ha ll we go back to the p re -H itle r period, 
to  the period o f unem ploym ent, of in fla t io n , of the ru le  o f the 
dem ocratic cap ita lis t governments and th e ir  in a b ili ty  to solve a 
single im p o rta n t problem? T he  p ro b a b ility  o f an a ttem pt by the 
masses o f Europe to take th e ir  fa te  in to  t l ie ir  own hands is very  
great. Especia lly is  th is  tru e  i f  the defeat o f H it le r  conies as a 
resu lt o f a v ic to rious  offensive on the p a rt of the Red A rm y.

I t  is  indeed true  th a t the v ic to ries  of the Red A rm y  have 
brought great and undeserved prestige to S ta lin  bu t they have 
also raised ’ the prestige of the Soviet system in  the eyes of the 
masses. The masses do not w an t S ta lin ’s d ic ta to rsh ip  h u t they 
w ant som ething th a t w i l l  b rin g  a new l i ie  to them  and vaguely 
they behold in  the Soviet system som eth ing new and good fo r -them.

Should revo lu tiona ry  up ris ings occur in  Europe S ta lin  m ust 
fo llow  one of two courses— e ithe r come to an agreement w ith  the 
A m erican and E ng lish  cap ita lis ts  to suppress them or lake con tro l 
and lead them  in to  bureaucratic channels. In  e ithe r case he can 
no t a ffo rd  to have conscious a n ti-S ta lin is ts  p lay in g  a lead ing 
role, in  the labor movement. You w il l  remember th a t j n  Spain 
he did  not hesitate to k i l l  not on ly T ro tsky is ts  but anarch ists and 
socia lists who were u n w illin g  to be bought by h im .

S ta lin ’s execution, o f E r lic h  and A lte r  is  an ind ica tion- o f the 
fate th a t threatens a ll conscious an ti-S ta lin is ts  in  the ranks o f the 
European w o rk in g  class In  case' of revo lu tiona ry  upris ings. The 
advanced w orkers of Europe m ust be fu l ly  conscious o f th is  
p o ss ib ility  and m ust w a rn  the w orkers no t to p e rm it anyone to 
in te rfe re  w ith  th e ir  revo lu tion  and w ith  th e ir  w o rkers ’ democracy.

*  *  *

B u t we m ust be clear on one sub ject. W e m ust understand 
th a t the crimes, o f S ta lin  should n o t sway us one b it  fro m  th e  de-? 
fense o f  the Soviet U n ion . In  sp ite  o f its  degeneration under 
the reg im e o f S ta lin , the Soviet U n ion rem ains a g re a t asset 
to  the w o rk in g  class o f the  whole w o rld . The October Revolu­
tion  s t i l l  lives in  the S oviet U n ion in  the fo rm  o f na tiona lized 
p rope rty . I t  is  thite which m ust be de fended 'aga inst the  c a p ita l­
is ts  and aga inst S ta lin .

O ur task  is  to  see to  i t  th a t the, October R evo lu tion  is  n o t 
destroyed but. is  extended th rou gh pu t the w o rld  and is  rev ived 
in  the Soviet U n ion . T ha t w i l l  destroy the  c a p ita lis t system  and 
w ith  i t  the vic ious and c r im in a l S ta lin is t bureaucracy. The c r im ­
in a l career o f S ta lin ism  w il l  be ended by a new October Revo­
lu tio n .

Two Madison Sq. Garden Rallies 
Demand Action To A id  The Jews

United Mass Action, Not Prayers Or Pleas, 
W ill Force Open the Doors to the Refugees

B y D A N  S H E LT O N

Following close qn the heels 
o f the March 1 meeting which 
filled Madison Square. Garden, 
40,000 Jews and Gentiles crowd­
ed into the Garden on March 
9 to show their solidarity with 
the persecuted Jews in Europe.

While the earlier meeting was 
political in character, asking 
the Allies to f i t  their deeds to 
their words, the March 9 meet­
ing. a memorial for the Jews 
slaughtered by H itle r , was essen­
t ia l ly  re lig ious in  nature.

P o litica l im potence was re ­
vealed in  these tw o  m eetings, as 
w e ll as an undercurren t o f g row ­
in g  d is tru s t w ith  the. A llied  lead­
ersh ip . B u t the fa ilu re  o f the 
“ democracies”  to  solve o r even 
to. a llev ia te  the  re fugee problem  
is apparen tly  n o t ye t fu l ly  c lear 
to the Jews.

T H E  B IT T E R  FA C TS
They s t i l l  close th e ir  eyes to 

such facts as the im m ig ra tio n  
quotas o f-the  U n ited States w h ich  
v ir tu a lly  exclude refugees: the.
1939 B r it is h  W h ite  Paper stopping, 
in  effect, a ll im m ig ra tio n  to 
Palestine—w h ic h  t i l l  then, had 
taken more refugees than any. 
o ther coun try ; the "re su lts ”  of 
the E vian Conference on Refugees, 
where the in te rna tiona l bourgeoisie 
got together to determ ine how 
most e ffec tive ly  not to help the 
refugees.

In  add ition , there is the A llie s ’ 
eloquent silence over Rum anias’ 
o ffe r to trans fe r 70,000 Jews to 
any coun try  selected by the A llies .

And the B r it is h  and Am erican 
governments are a t this, very  
moment c a rry in g  on “ negotiations”  
consisting of po lite  d ip lom atic  
buckpassing and hasty assurances 
from  both sides th a t these " in  any 
case,”  are on ly  "e xp lo ra to ry  in  
nature.”

W h ile  the A llie d  governments 
"explore,”  the, Jews continue, to 
die. A nd where in  the face of 
death and desperation po litics  
seems to be of no ava il, re lig ion  
steps in  to help. T h is , essentially, 
was the func tion  of the Madison 
Square Garden mass m em oria l. As 
reported by the M arch 10 N. Y. 
Times, these unbelievable words 
were spoken a t tha t m eeting: "W e 
are not here to weep fo r our dead. 
We are here to honor them and to 
procla im  the v ic to ry  o f th e ir  
dying. F o r in  our testam ent are 
w r itte n  the words: ‘They shall 
never d ie ’.”

A  PRO G RAM  OF 
P R O S TR A TIO N

T o the hundreds o f thousands 
d y in g .in  Europe, the prom ise goes, 
ou t from  New  Y o rk ; “ We sha ll 
never die.”  W hen appa ren tly  
there is. no place available, fo r  
the Jews op. th is  earth , these sor­
r y  peddlers o f re lig io n  investiga te  
the possib ilities o f im m ig ra tio n  
to  heaven. W hen, rea lity , is  hell, 
the  Jews ar.e invited- to. take a 
w a lk  in  paradise. To the  hun­
dreds o f  thousands ask ing  fo r  
he lp , fo r  a voice th a t  w i l l  speak

fo r  them, th is  reassurance is  o f ­
fe red : “ We have a voi.ee. L e t us 
ra ise i t .  Perhaps the dy in g  w il l  
hear i t ,  and f in d  hope. Perhaps 
the F o u r Freedoms w i l l  hear i t  
and f in d  tongue. I t  is  the  voice 
o f p ra ye r.”

T h is  is th e ir  consolation; th e ir  
“ program  o f ac tion” : "Y ou are 
dead” — they say— “ but you r s p ir it  
is e terna l.”

The Jewish people, however, are 
not on ly  concerned w ith  th e ir  
“ s p ir it , ”  h u t also w ith  th e ir  
pu re ly  physica l existence w h ich  is 
threatenend a ll over the w orld . 
The Jew ish people are beginn ing 
to see through th is  program  of 
p rostra tion . Only thus can we in ­
te rp re t the rebellious overtones 
and statements made in  the course 
of both m eetings; the s trong reac­
tio n  o f the audience to the more 
m il ita n t  speakers.

80,009 persons pa rtic ipa ted  in  
these two pro test meetings fo llow ­
in g  one another w ith in  one week. 
T h is  means th a t tens o f thousands 
—in  th is  c ity  a lone!— found i t  
necessary to voice th e ir  protest 
and to seek fo r a. program .

A  R E A L  PRO G RAM
There is a rea l program  fo r 

them. To a program  of p ros tra tion  
they m ust counterpose the program  
o f conscious po litica l action.

We T ro tsky is ts  do no t ask the 
dy ing  to hear "o u r voice of 
p rayer” ; we ask the liv in g  to  hear 
ou r ca ll to action. To the program

of prayer-books, m ild  c ritic ism s  o f 
“ th e ir  A llie s ”  and the consolation, 
o f the Old Testament— we coun­
terpose class action, p a rtic ip a tio n  
of the Jew ish people in  the  w o rld  
s trugg le fo r  socia lis t equa lity. We 
do not ask the “ F ou r Freedoms”  
to “ find a tongue”  and speak fo r  
us; they have had a, tongue a ll 
along and have spoken ve ry  
c lea rly  and e loquently fo r  them ­
selves.

W e are n o t concerned w ith  
H E A V E N L Y  liv in g  cond itions; 
we w an t T H IS  W O R LD  to  be a 
livab le  place fo r  Jews and Gen­
tile s , w h ites and Negroes. W e do 
no t procla im  the “ v ic to ry  o f the  
d y in g ”  —  we f ig h t  fo r  the  v ic ­
to ry  o f the  liv in g . “ O ur voice”  
sha ll n o t be s te r ile  p ra ye r, h u t 
f r u i t f u l  concerted. p o lit ic a l action. 
“ O ur a llies”  —  no t the  hyp ocri­
t ic a l ru lin g  class which tram p les  
underfoot the r ig h ts  of minorities 
and colon ia l peoples, b u t th e ' 
w o rk ing  class w h ich  in i ts  f ig h t  
fo r  em ancipation libe ra tes  a l l  the 
down-trodden o f th is  ea rth .

The w orkers’ vanguard, the 
trade un ion  movement and the 
Jew ish masses m ust u n ite  in  a 
common strugg le and pu t pressure 
on th e ir  respective governm ents 
fo r  the rea liza tion  of. th is  im ­
mediate demand: “ You say th is  
is a w ar for.dem ocracy; then show 
a l i t t le  In terest in  democracy by 
rescuing as m any o f tjiose un ­
fortunates as you possib ly can: 
Open you r doors! L e t In  a ll those 
tha t su ffe r rac ia l o r p o lit ic a l 
persecution, Jews as w e ll as 
Gentiles! Open the doors to the 
refugees!”

The Murder Of Henryk Erlich and Victor Alter
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To defend the USSR as 
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e v e r y  class-conscious 
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—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

Support The Miners!

most constructive course,”  a th ird world war 
"would he inevitable if  Russia should AGAIN em­
brace the Trotskyist idea of fomenting world-wide 
revolution.”

Despite the deliberate falsifications w ijh which 
'Wallace’s speech was studded, he expressed the 
truth in these statements —  distorted though they 
were to suit his purposes. The ideas of Marxism, 
of the creation of a socialist world that w ill end 
exploitation of man by man, are being "modified” , 
that is, rejected, “ in Russia,”  that is, by the Stalin­
ist bureaucracy in the Soviet Union.

Wallace’s purpose in characterizing Trotskyism 
as he did was to convince his fellow-democratic 
capitalists of the need for “ cooperating”  after the 
war with Stalinism, which he hopes w ill cooperate 
in return in helping to put down socialist revolts 
in Europe. To do so, however, he had to admit 
that Trotskyism is synonymous with the princi­
ples of world revolution that guided the workers’ 
state in its early days.

This admission, of course, is in direct conflict 
with the. slanderous picture of Trotskyism painted 
by the cx-Ambassador Davies’ book, "Mission to 
Moscow,”  which repeats the Stalinist lies about 
the Moscow Trials and the Trotskyist “ agents of 
H itle r”  and which is being filmed in Hollywood, 
with State Department permission and much bally­
hoo.

Here we see a perfect example of the division 
of labor in capitalist propaganda. Davies de­
nounces us as fascists and fifth-columnists; W al­
lace denounces us as world revolutionists. The ob­
vious contradiction w ill disturb neither Davies, 
who lies about and incites repressions against us 
for the purpose of appeasing and whitewashing 
Stalin, nor Wallace, who tells the Truth about us 
in this instance for the purpose of gaining support 
for "collaboration”  with the Soviet Union, against 
which he is prepared to declare war i f  it  is again 
led by people accepting our ideas.

The mine workers’ fight for wage increases and 
a satisfactory contract, although it  is far from 
finished, has already thrown a good deal of light, 
for the broad mass of American union, men and 
women watching-their struggle with the greatest 
interest and sympathy, on the present status of 
the labor movement, caught in the vise of frozen 
wages and rising liv ing costs.

It has also demonstrated that the employers, 
backed by all U. S. industrialists, grown fat with 
profits and fu ll o f self-confidence and arrogance, 
are depending on the administration and its 
agencies such as the War Labor Board to help 
them resist the justified demands of the United 
Mine Workers.

As in the great coal strike of 1941, the workers 
can see that the War Labor Board and similar 
agencies by which the workers were put into a 
wartime straitjackel, can survive only with the 
participation and support of the labor movement 
itself. The moment even one section of the labor 
movement challenges this seemingly imposing edi­
fice, the house is in danger of collapse. And re­
member. the real fighting has not yet started: an 
important union leader has simply issued a de­
nunciation and a warning, and a full-blown crisis 
is in the offing in all the labor agencies in Wash­
ington. What a demonstration of the tremendous 
pow'er lodged in labor’s ranks, of the case with 
which the labor movement could get out of bond­
age and restore its fu ll independence and fighting 
strength!

The miners’ fight has not yet been concluded, 
but observe the effects of a policy based on a 
certain amount of courage: The heads of the 
OPA, which has done nothing effective to halt 
the rising cost of living in the last year, are run­
ning around telling everyone that now, now at 
last, they arc going to control prices and they are 
even making a few gestures in the direction of 
stronger price policies. And the A FL and CIO 
leaders, afraid of being discredited for not figh t­
ing for the interests of their members, are also 
beginning to talk a little  louder and a little  more 
sharply against the "L ittle  Steel”  formula, frozen 
wages, etc.

Regardless of what transpires further in the 
UM W  negotiations, (lie whole labor movement 
owes the miners a debt, for their union has again 
taken the lead and show'n the path and by its ac­
tion moved the whole labor movement another 
step forward.

The first task, of every m ilitant, no matter what- 
union he belongs to, is to work to. get his union, 
and its leaders on record in support o f the mine 
workers’ demands and any action which they may 
be forced to take to win those demands. Then the 
UM W  experience should become the basis for 
the reestablishment o f collective bargaining —  as 
the term was understood in the early days of the 
CIO —  on the part of every local union in the 
country.

Wallace’s Remarks 
About Trotskyism

In his March S address at Ohio Wesleyan Uni­
versity, Vice-President Henry A. Wallace made 
the following interesting statements:

1. Marxism, he declared, "says that class war­
fare is inevitable until such time as the proletariat 
comgs out on top, everywhere in the world, and 
can start building a society w ithout classes.”  ;

2. "The future well-being of the world depends 
upon the extent to .which Marxianism, AS IT  IS 
BEING PROGRESSIVELY M O D IF IE D  IN 
RUSSIA, and democracy, as wc are adapting it  to 
twentieth-century conditions, can live together in 
peace.”

3. Even though the United States follows "the

Nevertheless this contradiction should be used 
by advanced workers at the present time in com­
batting the slanders o f-the Stalinists and the mo­
tion picture lie being prepared in Hollywood.

King O f England 
Is N O T Working

Readers of last week’s issue of The M ilitan t 
w ill recall our enthusiastic approval of the AP 
report that the King of England "has become a 
part-time worker in a war factory, standing at a 
bench two night a week turning out precision 
parts. He 'clocks in' at 6 P. M. wearing overalls 
and leaves about 8:30 P. M .”

We stated last week that this was a won­
derful idea and that we were all in favor of ex­
panding it so that both King George and all the 
other ruling class parasites would be put to fu ll­
time, useful work for the first time in their lives.

Since then, however, we have learned that the 
AP dispatch was in error —  King George had 
merely made some inquiries as to certain produc­
tion operations; “ The royal fam ily is too busy 
with official activities to engage in such activities,”  
said the Buckingham Palace press officer. In other 
words, King George has not become a useful and 
productive member of society, part-time or fu ll­
time, and he evidently has no intention of becom­
ing one.

That's too bad. We still think i t ’s a good idea, 
and we’re still in favor of transforming society so 
that it can be realized on an all-out basis.

Stalinists Speak Up 
For J. P. Morgan

“ W ars and panics on the stock exchange, 
m achincgun fire  and arson, 
bankruptcies, warloans, 
s ta rva tion , lice, cholera and typhus :

’ good g row ing  weather fo r  the House o f 
M organ .”

That was how John Dos Passos in his book, 
“ U. S. A .” , concluded his b rillian t indictment of 
the House of Morgan, whose head died in Florida 
last week. And that is how for decades the J. P. 
Morgans have been regarded by the labor move­
ment.

fhc capitalist press paid its respects and tribute 
this week to the recent Morgan —  but there was 
no account of workers’ mourning the death of the 
biggest finance capitalist of them all —  the man 
who floated the Allied loans which contributed 
toward U. S. entry into the war, who said in 1915 
that he thought $10 a week was enough for a 
longshoreman, who applauded the breaking of the 
steel strike in 1919, who helped stabilize the fas­
cist Mussolini government with a huge loan in 
1925, who "influenced”  judges and government 
figures and therefore their decisions and laws by 
placing them on his “ preferred stock lists” , etc., etc.

But there WAS one paper claiming to speak 
for labor which had something good to say about 
Morgan — and that was the Stalinist D aily  Work­
er. Morgan’s record was so notorious that the 
Stalinists had to list some of it  in their March 
14 issue. But then they concluded by saying:

“ In  the present w a r cris is , H O W E V E R , the 
M organ f irm  appeared to  rea lize the danger 
th a t A x is  aggression represents to  a ll A m e r­
ican in te res ts  since spokesmen fo r  the  com­
pany have urged U n ited  N a tions  s o lid a rity  
and con tribu tions  to  Russian W a r R e lie f.”

What Others Said About 
P. O. Attack On‘Militant'
W. D. L

The W orkers Defense League 
announced las t week th a t i t  would 
support the e ffo r t o f The M ilita n t  
to have its  second-class m a ilin g  
r ig h ts  restored by the Post Office.
A public statem ent issued by the 
W D L declared:

“ The quotations released by the 
Post Office as the basis fo r  Post­
m aster General F ra n k  W a lke r’s 
revocation of The M il ita n t ’s sec­
ond-class m a ilin g  priv ileges are 
s im ila r  to those one m ig h t find 
in  score o f labor and Negro week­
lies.

"The M ilita n t  has not been alone 
in  a ttack ing  race d isc rim ina tion , 
business con tro l of the war 
production program , the caste 
system in  the A rm y, the im p e ria l­
is t designs of leading Am ericans 
and B rit is h , and the unequal 
sacrifices imposed on w o rk ing  
people.

'The revocation is intended to 
scare ed itors so th a t they w i l l  
censor themselves. The revocation 
is the respons ib ility  of A tto rney  
General B iddle, who requested i t  
in  a le tte r to the Postmaster Gen­
era l. . .

“ We w i l l  do eve ry th ing possible 
to have The M il ita n t ’s second 
class m a ilin g  priv ileges restored, 
fo r we are convinced th a t the 
Espionage A c t does no t w a rran t 
the s t if l in g  o f leg itim a te  comment 
on the w a r e ffo rt.”

Labor Action
A n ed ito ria l in  the M arch 15 

issue of Labor Action , w h ich  its e lf 
was under Post Office a ttack u n t il 
last week, calls on the labor move­
m ent to support The M ilita n t's  
figh t to regain its  second-class 
righ ts .

“ The crim e o f The M il ita n t  is

the crim e of H O LD IN G  OPINIONS 
w hich B iddle and h is  associates 
do not l ik e ! ”  says the ed ito ria l. 
“ The question of the t ru th  o r 
fa ls ity  of these op in ions obviously 
does not in te rest B iddle. I t  is 
probably more accurate to say tha t 
w hat does in te res t B iddle is th a t 
these opin ions are generally based 
upon the tru th . . .

" I f  the Postmaster General is 
reversed by the court, i t  w il l be 
a v ic to ry  not on ly fo r The M il i­
tant, but fo r the whole labor move­
ment and specifica lly fo r  the whole 
labor and libe ra l press, w h ich  the 
reactionaries hope to in tim id a te  
in to  a state of complete d o c ility  
by the action against the more 
rad ica l labor papers.

I f .  however, the revocation is 
upheld by the court, there can be 
l i t t le  doubt th a t the reactionaries 
w ill be encouraged to take bolder 
and more sweeping steps against 
the labor press. . .

“ In  sim ple self-protection, every 
labor and lib e ra l organlzation^and 
pub lica tion  in  the coun try  must 
express its e lf in  unm istakable 
language against the autocra tic  
and reactionary  decision of the 
Post1 Office against The M ilita n t,  
and give u n s tin tin g  support in  the 
figh t o f The M il ita n t  to reverse 
the Postmaster General and regain 
its  second-class m a ilin g  priv ileges.’

CRDC

The Nation
A n ed ito ria l in  the M ar. 13 issue 

of The N a tion  declares th a t "cen 
sorship o f the press is  in  its  
na ture so r is k y  th a t we favor 
r ig id  adherence to the Holmes 
doctrine of ta k in g  no action except 
in  cases o f ‘c lear and present 
danger’ ”  and concludes tha t i t  is 
so rry  to see the governm ent “ set 
a dangerous precedent" in  its  
cancellation of the second-class 
m a ilin g  priv ileges of The M ilita n t

Civil W orin  Yugoslavio

Role O f Women 
And Youth Groups

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T

“ The Women’s Anti-FaScist 
Front of Yugoslavia”  was one 
of the first organizations formed 
under the regime of the Parti­
san central government that 
was created at Bihac on Nov. 
26 and 27, 1942. The first A ll- 
Yugoslav Conference of the 
Women’s Anti-Fascist Front 
convened on Dec. 6, 1942, that 
is, almost immediately after the 
adjournment of the Constituent 
Assembly o f the Anti-Fascis t 
Council o f People’s L ibe ra tion  of 
Yugoslavia. Whereas the la tte r  
was attended by on ly 53 delegates, 
an a ttem pt was obviously made 
to invest the W omen’s Conference 
w ith  a semblance of a mass move­
ment th rough the pa rtic ip a tion  of 
“ 160 delegates from  d iffe re n t o r­
ganizations and 400 guests.”  (The 
T ru th  About Yugoslavia, p. 27).

T h is  body cla im s the support 
of hundreds of organizations “ in  
a ll parts of the coun try  (Yugo­
s lav ia ), in  the towns and villages. 
Some of the organizations publish 
th e ir  own papers.”  (Idem .) The 
Yugoslav W omen’s P’ro n t pub­
lishes its  own centra l organ, 
W oman Today.

I ts  avowed aim  is iden tica l w ith  
th a t of the Women's A n ti-Fascis t 
F ro n t created in  Moscow sho rtly  
a fte r the Nazi invasion.

Tho Soviet Women's F ro n t has 
m et reg u la rly  and has issued 
manifestoes, appeals, etc., aimed 
to m obilize the women a t home 
and to fu r th e r  the s trugg le in  
H it le r ’s rear, especially among the 
Slav peoples. The same lin e  is 
now being closely followed in 
Yugoslavia. Thd th ir ty - f if th  an­
n ive rsa ry  of the In te rn a tion a l 
W oman’s Day (M arch 8) has been 
w ide ly  u tilized  by the S ta lin is ts  
to lay  the basis fo r  s im ila r  o r­
ganization th roughout occupied 
Europe. The goal apparently is 
to extend the arena o f a c tiv ity  
to the United States, Canada and 
L a tin  A m erica as well.

Great im portance is likew ise 
attached by the K re m lin  to the 
"A n ti-F a sc is t Youth Congress”  
w h ich  f irs t  convened in  Moscow

at the end of September 1941 
about a m onth a fte r the fo rm ation  
o f the A ll-S lav R a lly . A t th is  
found ing conference, Yugoslavia 
was singled ou t «and an ovation 
tendered to her o f f lt ia l representa­
tive, “ V e lim ir  V lakhovich , young 
M ontenegrin, fo rm er president of 
the student federation of Belgrade 
U n ivers ity , who fought in  the In  
te rna tiona l Brigade in Spain and 
la te ly  as a. g u e rilla  partisan in  
Yugoslavia.”

The Yugoslav section of S ta lin 's 
new "S lav  Youth In te rn a tion a l 
was founded on Dec. 27, 1942 
“ w ith  356 delegates representing 
the youth of Yugoslavia, inc lud ing  
100 delegates from  ,army un its  
and g u e rilla  detachments and 
several delegates from  occupied 
c ities.”  (The T ru th  About Yugo­
slavia, p. 29.)

A  w ide mass base is claimed 
fo r  the youth movement who re 
ported ly  comprise the bu lk  o f the 
armed Partisan forces. I t  also 
publishes its  own press and in 
its  a c tiv ity  closely para lle ls tha t 
of the centra l Moscow organiza 
tion . The f irs t M anifesto issued 
by the Yugoslav youth section, 
lik e  the documents issu ing from  
Moscow, is  directed p a rtic u la r ly  
to the youth of “ the oppressed 
Slav peoples.”

Tho fun c tion ing  of the A ll-S lav 
R a lly  and its  au x ilia ries  the W om ­
en’s Anti-Fascis t F ro n t and the 
A n ti-F asc is t Youth Congress is in 
marked contrast to the in a c tiv ity  
o f the Com m unist Parties and 
Young Com m unist Leagues of the 
Soviet Un ion and Yugoslavia, not 
to m ention the Communist. In ­
te rna tiona l itse lf. Since the out­
break o f the Soviet-Nazi w a r none 
of these bodies has met o r issued 
any w orld  appeals, manifestoes, 
etc. Opinions have been expressed 
in  the bourgeois and social demo­
c ra tic  press th a t S ta lin  has side­
tracked these organizations in  
favor of h is new creations. In  oui* 
op in ion i t  is fa r  more correct to 
say th a t the la tte r  m erely supple­
m ent the fo rm er and, a t the 
present tim e, provide the most 
expedient pub lic  fro n t fo r certa in 
S ta lin is t ac tiv ities .

The C iv il R ights  Defense Com­
m ittee  las t week issued the fo llow ­
ing  statem ent p ro testing  Post­
master General W a lke r’s revoca­
tio n  of the second-class m a iling  
p riv ile s  of The M ilita n t.

“ The attack on The M ilita n t  by 
the Post Office Departm ent is *he 
firs t move of th is  k in d  taken by 
the a d m in is tra tion  against an 

anti-fasc is t labor paper du ring  th is  
war. Dozens of labor and libe ra l 
publications, in c lu d in g  The Na­
tion , New Republic, New Leader, 
and many c iv i l libe rties  organiza­
tions, such as the Am erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  Un ion and the W orkers 
Defense League, have already pro­
tested against th is  action of tho 
Post Office Departm ent. They 
have pointed out its  resemblance 
to the suppressions of labor and 
lib e ra l papers d u rin g  1917-1918 by 
A tto rney  General Palm er and Post­
m aster General Burleson.

B ID D L E ’S PRO M ISES

“ In  the N. Y. Times o f Septem­
ber 21, 1941 A tto rn e y  General 
B iddle was quoted as saying: 
‘ Inso fa r as I  can, by the use of 
the a u th o r ity  and in fluence of my 
office, I  in tend  to see* th a t c iv il 
libe rties  in  th is  coun try  are 
protected; th a t we do not again 
fa ll in to  the disgraceful hysteria 
o f w itch-hunts, s trike-breakings 
and m in o r ity  persecutions which 
were such a da rk  chapter in  our 
record of the las t w o rld  w ar.’

“ By in s tig a tin g  th is  blow against 
The M ilita n t,  A tto rn e y  General 
B idd le  v io lates h is  repeated 
promises and is using ‘th e -a u ­
th o r ity  and in fluence of his o f­
fice,’ no t to m a in ta in  free speech 
and freedom of the press, bu t to 
abridge these dem ocratic righ ts .

“ The Post O ffice D epartm ent 
hearings on January  21 am ply 
dem onstrated th a t The M il ita n t  
has been attacked s im p ly  because 
i t  has been consis ten tly  c r it ic a l 
o f the fo re ign  and domestic p o li­
cies o f the present ■ a d m in is tra ­
tion . I f  c ritic ism  is  henceforth  to 
be considered ‘seditious’ , every la ­
bor o r lib e ra l paper in  the coun­
try  is liab le  to  suppression.

"T h a t is w hy th is  action against 
The M il ita n t  constitutes the most 
serious menace to freedom of the 
press th a t has occurred du ring  
th is  war. Together w ith  the A m er­
ican C iv il L ibe rties  Union, our 
Committee proposes to contest 
th is  unconstitu tiona l action in  the 
courts and to arouse labor and 
libe ra l op in ion  to the  im portance 
of th is  case fo r the pro tection of 
c iv i l r ig h ts .”

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee  has its  na tiona l office at 
160 F if th  Avenue, New Y o rk  C ity. 
James T. F a rre ll is Chairm an and 
John Dos Passos Vice-Chairm an of 
the Committee.

The New York School of Social Science
announces
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New Leader
“ I f  the ed itors o f The M ilita n t  

are prevented, fro m  publish ing, 
then every Am erican jo u rn a l is in 
danger or may soon be in  danger,”  
says an ed ito ria l in  the M arch 13 
issue of The New Leader, organ 
o f the Social-Democratic Federa­
tion .

The ed ito ria l declares (ha t the 
a ttack on The M ilita n t  by the Post 
Office Departm ent “ is c learly  an 
act w h ich cannot by any stretch 
of the im ag ina tion  be considered 
conducive- to the more effective 
conduct of the war. . .

"The presentation o f c ritic ism s  
of bu r social and economic system 
cannot be made to appear w hat 
Justice Holmes called a ‘clear and 
present danger.’ I t  does no t lend 
to- discourage loyal service in  our 
A rm y  or Navy. I t  does not. tu rn  
c itizens from  our ideals or toward 
those of the enemy.

“ W ithout, freedom of discussion, 
there can be no democracy. And 
discussion is no t free unless ad­
vocates o f a ll ideas no t de fin ite ly  
subversive o r d is loya l arc allowed 
free expVession. . .

“ The case is now being carried 
in to  the courts. There is good 
basis fo r the hope th a t the action 
of the Postmaster General w i l l  be 
overru led.”

The Stalinists
A lthough the t la i ly  W orker has 

thus fa r  confined its  comment, on 
the Post Office action against The 
M ilita n t  to ttie  re p rin tin g  of a 
b r ie f United Press dispatch, the 
stand of the S ta lin is ts  was ex­
pressed on M ar. 9 in  an ed ito ria l 
in  the Jew ish S ta lin is t paper. 
M orn ing  F rc ih e it. The ed ito ria l 
began:

“ Everyone who is wholeheartedly 
interested in  w in n in g  the w ar 
against the A xis  bandits w i l l  w e l­
come (he act o f Postmaster Gen­
eral F rank  W alker. . .”

And then the ed ito ria l continued 
w ith  the usual slanders and 
v ilif ica tio n s  of the T ro tsky is t 
movement. The S ta lin is ts  are the 
on ly  organ ization up to th is  tim e 
who have approved the attack on 
The M il ita n t ’s m a ilin g  righ ts .
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Some Lessons O f 
The Paris Commune

B y JO H N  B A T E S
On M arch 18, 1871, the revo lu tiona ry  w orkers  o f 

P a ris  established the Commune. I t  was the f ir s t  a t­
te m p t a t the c rea tion  o f a w o rke rs ’ governm ent, and 
w h ile  th a t governm ent fa ile d  to  re ta in  power, s t i l l  
we revere those w orkers  who a ttem pted to  th ro w  o f f  
th e ir  chains, and on its  72nd ann iversary  we re te ll 
the s to ry  fo r  i t  contains many lessons v ita l to  the 
w ork ing  class today.

In  1870 Napoleon I I I  was the ru le r  o f a France 
corrupted and looted by its  own ru lin g  class. In  the 
hope o f consolida ting the prestige  o f h is em pire 
abroad and checking opposition a t home, Napoleon 
the L it t le  declared w a r upon P russia  and prepared 
fo r  a series o f qu ick  and easy v ic to ries .

B u t the  reverse happened. The ho llow  she ll o f  
the ro tte n  French sta te  crum bled before the  P rus ­
sian arm ies and in  th ree m onths Napoleon I I I  was 
decis ive ly defeated a t Sedan and forced to  surrender.

W ith  the fa l l  o f Napoleon the m onarchy was abol­
ished in  P aris  and a repub lic  procla im ed. Since tho 
w orkers were unorganized, power fe l l  in to  the hands 
o f the m iddle classes. B u t as the P russian troops 
continued to m arch upon the c ity , weapons were f i ­
n a lly  placed in  the hands o f  the  w orkers.

The w orkers  were f ire d  w ith  p a trio tis m  and con­
sidered i t  th e ir  d u ty  to  libe ra te  F rance fro m  tho 
P russian troops. B u t the F rench c a p ita lis ts  —  lik e  
th e ir  descendants in  France in  1940 —  considered 
the ic  own w orkers a g rave r th re a t to  th e ir  p riv ileges 
and p ro fits  than the fo re ig n  invader. They concluded 
a peace w ith  the German ru le r  and jo ined  w ith  h im  
in  crush ing the arm ed w orkers  o f  P a ris  who w ere  
the enemies o f p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  and the c a p ita lis t 
system.

The French cap ita lis ts  established th e ir  headquarr 
ters in  Versa illes and before dawn on M arch  18, 1871, 
sent several reg im ents creeping tow a rd  P a ris  to  stea l 
the  cannon w hich belonged to  the w orkers. '

The move was discovered and the roused and a n g ry  
masses o f the c ity , now fu l ly  aw are o f the  treachery  
o f th e ir  ca p ita lis t ru le rs , seized the c ity . The F rench 
c a p ita lis t class declared w a r on W ork ingm en ’s Paris. 
On M arch 26 the Commune, composed o f represent­
atives fro m  each section o f the c ity , was elected, and 
fo r  71 days the Red F lag  waved over, the  c ity .

Th is f irs t  w o rke rs ’ governm ent, w h ile  i t  was be­
set by a ll sorts o f d iff ic u lt ie s  in  a m il i ta ry  sense, 
found tim e  to  leg is la te  in  the  b e n e fit o f the  m ost 
exp lo ited class.

A l l  house ren ts were rem itted  fro m  October 1870 
to  A p r i l 1871. N ig h t w o rk  was e lim ina ted  fo r  bakers. 
Pawnshops were abolished and a ll pawned goods be­
long ing  to the w orkers was re tu rn ed  to  them  free  
o f charge.

The P aris  Commune im m ed ia te ly  embraced the in ­
te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class by announcing the  “ f la g  o f 
the Commune was the U n ive rsa l Republic.”

T h is  w orkers ’ governm ent pu b lic ly  burned the g u il­
lo tine , hated sym bol o f the c a p ita lis t ru le . I t  decreed 
the s t r ic t  separa tion o f Church and S tate. I t  fix e d  
m axim um  pay allowed to  an o ffic ia l o f the  Commune 
a t the levels o f w o rkers ’ wages. A nd  a l l representa­
tives were sub ject to  reca ll by the  people a t any 
tim p.

B u t a fte r  the capture o f power comes the task o f 
ho ld ing i t  and us ing i t  to spread and deepen the 
revo lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le  o f the  masses. I t  was here 
th a t the Commune fa iled . I ts  tenure in  office was 
bu t 71 days and its  im m ediate in fluence was l i t t le  
beyond the lim its  o f P a ris  its e lf.

The cap ita lis ts  were g iven a b rea th ing  spell in  
which they strengthened th e ir  arm ies fo r  resum ption  
o f the s trugg le  aga inst the w o rke rs ’ governm ent in  
Paris.

W ith  the  aid o f B ism arck  and the Prussians, the 
French cap ita lis ts  la id  siege to  P aris , and th rou gh  
overw helm ing su p e rio r ity  o f m a te ria l, crashed the 
Commune.

W hile  in  an im m ediate sense i t  was the  superio r 
cannon f ir e  wh ich defeated the  P aris  w orkers, in  a 
broader sense i t  was th e ir  lack o f p o lit ic a l develop­
m ent and readiness fo r  the task a t hand w h ich  was 
responsible.

The p rinc ip a l reason fo r  the de feat o f the Com­
mune was the fa c t th a t the w orkers  d id  no t have 
a revo lu tiona ry  p o lit ic a l p a rty  to  lead* them . In  th is  
they paid the price o f being revo lu tiona ry  pioneers.

A ltho ug h  the Commune seized the powers o f th a  
state, i t  tr ie d  to operate w ith in  the  fra m e w o rk  o f 
the  old state apparatus instead o f rep lac ing  th a t  ap­
paratus, as the Bolsheviks did in  Russia 45 years la ­
te r, w ith  t j ic  organs o f w o rke rs ’ democracy, the So­
viets.

The ca p ita lis t s ta te  m ust be replaced by a w o rk - 
-ers ’ governm ent, a tru e  democracy —  and th is  can 
on ly be accomplished under the  leadersh ip  o f a revo ­
lu tio n a ry  pa rty . T h is  M a rx  and Engels learned fro m  
the Communards and th e ir  71 days o f power. T h is  
is w hat Lenin and T ro ts k y  taugh t.


