
Why Are There No Labor Representatives In The New Congress?
A n  E d ito r ia l

O f the 435 Representatives who took th e ir  seats in  the new 
Congress on Wednesday, no t one is a representa tive  o f labor. 
N o t one!

The respons ib ility  fo r  th is  in to le rab le  s itu a tio n  m ust be placed 
on the  shoulders o f the A F L  and C IO  leaders. In  the  Novem ber 
elections they fa iled  to  place any independent labor candidates fo r  
Congress before the voters.

The p o ten tia l vote fo r  independent labo r candidates was 
enormous. There are over eleven m illio n  members in  the trade  
unions.

In  addition there are the ad u lt members o f th e ir  fa m ilie s  —  
housewives, etc. —  who would vote w ith  the trade  un ion ists.

There are also the m illio n s  o f w orkers who are s t i l l  unor­
ganized th rough  no fa u lt  o r unw illingness o f th e ir  own and who 
w ould vote w ith  the Organized w orkers.

There are the a g r ic u ltu ra l w orkers and poor d ir t  fa rm ers , 
the n a tu ra l a llies o f the in d u s tr ia l w orkers, who could be ra llie d  
under la bo r’s banner. There are the m any, m any w h ite  co lla r 
and professional people and sm all shopkeepers who are whole­
hearted ly  pro-labor.

Instead o f arousing these m illioned  masses around labor, the 
A F L  and CIO leaders backed Roosevelt’s p a rty , the Dem ocratic 
P a rty .

B u t deep currents  w ith in  the w o rk in g  class were hostile  to  
th is  po licy o f de live ring  the w o rke rs ’ votes to one o f the ca p ita l­
is t  parties. As a resu lt, the trade  un ion leaders could no t de­
liv e r  w ha t they  prom ised Roosevelt.

G row ing  more and m ore discontented w ith  the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  and long d is illus ioned w ith  the Republican p a rty , a la rge  
section o f the w o rk in g  class s im p ly  stayed aw ay fro m  the  polls. 
Over e igh t m illio n  few er votes were cast in  the Congressional 
elections than in  1938, and a ll observers agree th a t i t  was m ain­
ly  the w orkers who stayed away.

N o r was i t  a case o f tu rn in g  fro m  Tweedlcdee-Democrat to 
Tweedledum -Republican: a lthough the Republicans polled over 
50% o f the to ta l vote, they polled three m illio n  few e r votes than 
in  1938.

In  short, la rge  sections o f the w orkers were apathetic tow ard 
the elections because they r ig h t ly  felt;' th a t the re  was no choice 
fo r  them  a t the  election booths.

And genera lly  the w orkers who fe lt  th a t w ay were the back­
bone o f the trade unions —  the m ost loya l, the most active, the 
men and women who b u ilt  the unions. As one delegate to  the 
recent CIO convention confessed, anywhere fro m  25 to 35% o f 
the M ich igan CIO members —• the cream o f the CIO  —  did not 
bo ther to  even re g is te r to  vote.

These fac ts  are p a r tic u la r ly  im p o rta n t in  the l ig h t  o f the 
demand, voiced by both the CIO and A F L  fo r  more labo r rep re ­
sentation in  the various governm enta l bodies in W ashington.

T h is  demand is in  p a rt an a lib i o f the un ion leaders to  ex­
p la in  w hy the trade unions are being kicked around in  W ash­
ing ton  —  i f  Roosevelt would on ly  appo in t m ore un ion leaders to  
governm ent bodies th in gs  would be d iffe re n t, they say.

B u t th is  demand is also a d is to rted  expression o f the rea liza ­
tion , g ro w in g  among the workers, th a t the old pure and sim ple 
trade  unionism  is inadequate, th a t organized labor m ust plunge 
deeply in to  po litics .

C e rta in ly  the m ost im p o rta n t governm enta l body in  W ash­
ing ton  in  which labo r leaders should s it  is Congress. Y e t the 
trade union leaders, dem anding seats everywhere else, are not 
dem anding any s e a ts 'in  Congress!

So fa r  they are on ly  “ dem anding”  w h a t Roosevelt can give 
them : a seat o r tw o  on the various bodies he appoints, the W LB , 
O PA, W PB, etc.

B u t Roosevelt cannot g ive the trade union leaders scats in 
Congress. Those seats can on ly be go tten  by runn ing  labo r’s own 
candidates in  Congressional elections.

Even a hand fu l o f Congressmen, had they been elected by 
an IN D E P E N D E N T  LA B O R  P A R T Y , would today make an enor­

mous d iffe rence  in Congress. Such tribunes o f the masses w ou ld  
raise th e ir  voices loud in  Congress, and th e y  w ou ld  be heard.

The w orkers ' representatives would be heard by the g re a t 
mass o f w orkers. They could arouse these w orkers to  such a 
p itch  o f resistance to  the reactionary  a ttacks th a t even th is  
Congress would have to  re trea t.

None o f the h yp o c ritic a l “ fr ie n d s  o f la b o r”  in  Congress — 
the New Dealers, etc. —  w i l l  do th is . They w i l l  make the record 
p e rfu n c to r ily  on various a h ti- la b o r b ills . B u t they  w il l  no t sound 
the a larm  to  arouse the g re a t masses aga inst the rea c tion a ry  
wave. They w il l  knuckle down to  the p o ll-ta xe rs , ra the r1 than to  
b r in g  the g re a t masses in to  the un ion ha lls  and streets in  p ro ­
tests aga ins t the reactionaries.

O nly Congressmen elected by an IN D E P E N D E N T  LA B O R  
P A R T Y  could speak fo r  the w orkers in  Congress and thus m ob il­
ize the w orkers  aga ins t th e ir  enemies. B u t, thanks to  the com­
pany unionism  in po litics  practiced by the A F L  and CIO  leaders, 
we do no t have such Congressmen.

Members o f the trade unions, both A F L  and C IO : L e t th is 
be the las t Congress which meets w ith o u t being con fronted by 
la bo r’s own Congressmen! F o rw a rd  to  the  IN D E P E N D E N T  
LA B O R  P A R T Y !
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British Soldiers Show 
Sympathy For Unionists OPA KEEPS RAISING PRICES
Notify Leeds Transport Workers That They 
Do Not Want to Act As Strikebreakers

An inspiring demonstration of solidarity between soldiers 
and trade unionists in Great Britain is reported in the Decem­
ber' issue of the British Socialist Appeal.

The Transport and General Workers Union in Leeds had 
decided to ‘‘withhold their labor” unless their employers showed 
a willingness to improve certain working conditions which have 
been g re a tly  and de libcrate ly-S--------------------------------------------------------
worsened in the recent period.

Im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  th is  decision 
Was made known, armed troops 
in d  m il ita ry  vehicles were 
b rough t in to  a ll depots and 
garages in  the d is tr ic t,  some to  
d rive  a skeleton service and 
others appa ren tly  to  guard  the 
prem ises. A  m eeting called by the 
tra n s p o rt w orkers on Nov. 29, 
and attended by 1500 member», 
learned th a t the soldiers were 
decidedly hostile  to  the idea o f 
be ing used as s trikeb reakers , and 
had expressed th e ir  v iew s in 
h a nd -w ritten  copies o f a m an i­
festo  d is tribu ted  to bus d rive rs  
and conductors.

The te x t o f th is  m anifesto 
fo llo w s :

Somewhere In  Leeds 
Nov. 29, 1942

struggle not to direct your attack 
against the soldier but against 
the real scabs— the people who, 
of their own free will, use the 
military vehicles.

In this way you will destroy 
that artificial barrier which mili­
tary discipline has created be­
tween worker and worker.

The fraternal feelings of the 
soldier towards his civilian 
brother will be strengthened and 
he will be given heart and cour­
age in his own struggle for 
decent conditions.

We therefore suggest to you 
the following course of action:

1. That in your own uniforms, 
you picket all bus and tram stops 
in order to dissuade people from 
travelling on the military vehi­
cles.

To The Mass Meeting Of 
The Transport Workers:
Fellow Trade Unionists:

This is a letter from your
brothers in the forces who are in 
sympathy with you.

We know the army will be 
used in an endeavor to break the 
strike and to force you to accept 
those conditions against which 
you arc fighting.

But you must know that
although there arc some who arc 
prepared to take action on your 
behalf and many who sym­
pathize with you, the nature of
military discipline necessitates 
that this sympathy does not find 
open expression and that every 
action be secret.

The drivers of the military 
vehicles are forced to scab, but 
we ask you to realize that W E  
ARE NOT W IL F U L  STR IK E­
BREAKERS BUT V ICTIM S OF 
M IL IT A R Y  D ISCIPLINE.

You must not forget that the 
soldiers’ uniform is no more a 
barrier to class solidarity than is 
the uniform of a tramwayman 
or bus conductress.

We ask you then in y o u r

2. That you do not undertake 
any action which will place the 
soldier in an awkward position by 
compelling him to openly disclose 
his sympathies.

3. That you endeavor to give 
this letter publicity among sol­
diers so that they will know that 
their sympathy is appreciated 
and is a mark of your own 
solidarity with them.

In conclusion we wish to con­
gratulate you on the stand you 
have taken. We urge you all to 
be firm and united. You arc fight­
ing not only for yourselves but 
for your fellow workers also. 
Your solidarity, your resolution 
and your courage will be an ex­
ample to our class— to workers 
both in and out of uniform.

We wish you success and sign 
ourselves.

NO NAMES— NO PACK D RILL

P.S. We are writing copies of 
this letter and distributing them 
to conductors in the confidence 
that at least one will reach the 
Strike Committee and be read to 
the meeting.

Cannon Trial Testimony Is Now 
Being Translated Into Arabic

The testimony of James P. 
Cannon, National Secretary of 
the Socialist Workers Party, at 
the Minneapolis “ seditious con­
spiracy”  tria l of Nov. 1941, has 
been well received in Egypt and 
is being translated into Arabic 
with the purpose of republica­
tion, according to a letter re­
ceived in New York this week. 
Several a rtic les  by Leon T ro tsky  
are also to be trans la ted  w ith  the 
same ob ject in view.

A no the r le tte r  recen tly  rece iv­
ed reported th a t copies o f Can­
non’s tes tim ony have found th e ir  
w ay  to Ind ia  where they made a 
ve ry  favo rab le  im pression in  la ­
bo r and rad ica l circles.

Cannon’s tes tim ony, w h ich has

been hailed as a p r im e r o f social­
ism and has a lready introduced 
the basic ideas o f M arx ism  to 
thousands o f w orkers, was pub­
lished in  th is  cou n try  e a rly  la s t 
year under the t i t le  o f “ Socialism  
on T r ia l. ”  I t  has also been given 
a w ide c ircu la tio n  by the W o rk ­
ers In te rn a tio n a l League in B r i t ­
ain.

The A m erican ed ition, run n ing  
to 116 pages, m ay be obtained 
fro m  Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  C ity , fo r  
ten cents. A  companion pam ph­
le t, " In  Defense o f Socialism ,”  
(same publisher, same p rice ) con­
ta ins the s t ir r in g  f in a l a rgum ent 
to the M inneapolis ju r y  o f the 
ch ie f defense counsel, A lb e rt 
Goldman, h im se lf one o f the de­
fendants in  the t r ia l .

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- (

Some M ore " E qua l S acrifice "

17 Reported 
Killed In 
Bolivia Strike
CIO, AFL Officials 
Protest Attempts to 
Label It Nazi-Led

Jose Antonio Arze, exiled 
leader of the Bolivian Left 
Revolutionary Party, stated on 
Jan. 1 in telegrams to the CIO, 
AFL and American C iv il Liber­
ties Union, that government 
police and troops had killed 
seventeen workers since the dec­
laration of martial law against 
the tin miners’ strike in Bolivia.

This strike nearly led to a 
general s tr ike , according to the 
Jan. 4 C IO  News. When the 
B o liv ian  governm ent tr ie d  to 
cover up the rea l causes by ac­
cusing the leaders o f being 
“ Nazi agents,”  CIO and A F L  
o ffic ia ls  protested saying they 
knew  the s tr ik e  leaders as bona- 
fide representatives o f the w o rk ­
ers.

The real cause o f the s tr ike  is 
the desperate economic condi­
tion  o f the w orkers and the 
B o liv ian  governm ent’s re fusa l to 
in s titu te  the long-prom ised labor 
code w hich would case these con­
ditions.

E rnesto Galarza, ch ie f o f the 
Labor D iv is ion  o f the Pan- 
Am erican U nion, charged th a t 
the Am erican Am bassador to 
B o liv ia . P ie rre  Boal, had in ­
tervened aga inst the w orkers on 
beha lf o f the m ine operators.

The CIO, A F L , N a tion a l 
Farm ers U n ion and o ther labor 
and lib e ra l organ izations have 
demanded an inves tiga tion  o f the 
Am bassador’s ac tiv ities .

Frameup Movie 
Nears Completion

By JO H N  B A TE S

The movie version of ex-Arn- 
bassador Joseph E. Davies’ 
book, “ Mission to Moscow,”  is 
being filmed specifically to dis­
pel “ all antiquated convictions 
about the Moscow Tria ls.”  This 
is on the authority of none 
other than the author himself.

The film  w i l l  p o rtra y  T ro tsky

'New Leader' Hits 
Davies' Movie

The New Leader, organ o f 
the Socia l-D em ocratic Federa­
tion , has denounced the w h ite ­
wash o f S ta lin ’s crim es in the 
fo rthco m ing  movie, “ M ission 
to Moscow,”  and expressed 
fea rs  th a t the p ic tu re  m ay be 
shaped to the “ grotesque p a t­
te rn  o f Com intern propagan­
da.”

The Dec. 26 issue o f the pa­
per reported th a t T ro ts k y  
would be shown as an agent of 
H it le r  and organ izer o f a Rus­
sian F if th  Column. “ The tech­
nical f i lm  advisor on th is  v i­
cious fa b ric a tio n ,”  the New 
Leader said, “ was Jay Leyda, 
w e ll-know n K re m lin  cu ltu ra l 
agent. F e llow -trave le r E rsk inc  
Caldwell prepared the screen 
adapta tion . . . W h a t m inor
item s are ava ilab le  about the 
p ic tu re  ha rd ly  a tte s t to  scru­
pulous concern fo r  the fac ts .”

The paper fu r th e r  reports  
th a t E lm er Davis, d irec to r o f 
the O ffice o f W a r In fo rm a tio n , 
and W arne r B ro th e rs ’ in  H o l­
lywood, are rece iv ing  protests 
fro m  num erous distinguished 
libera ls .

I as the paid agent o f H it le r ,  and 
| S ta lin ’s m onsterous m urders o f 
the old Bolsheviks w i l l  be pre- 

i sented as “ p ro tective  measures 
aga inst German fascism .”  T h is  

I was revealed la s t week a fte r  
Davies had v is ited  the W arne r 
B ro thers set and en thus iastica lly  
watched the t r ia l  scenes o f the 
p ic tu re  being made.

1 Thus the U. S. S tate D e pa rt­
m ent is appeasing S ta lin  in the 
m ost cynical m anner. Instead o f 
a second fro n t  in Europe, i t  is 
g iv in g  him  a H ollyw ood sugar- 
coated whitewash o f his crimes 
against Len in ’s co-w orkers and 
the w orld  revo lu tion .

The governm ent’s hand is d i­
re c tly  in  the p ic tu re , fo r  a ll o f 
the slanderous m a te ria l comes 
from  S tate D epartm ent archives, 
and Davies has acted as an un­
o ffic ia l governm ent supervisor 
whose job  i t  is to  see th a t the 
p ic tu re  fo llow s a line  which w ill

(Continued on page 2)

LaFollette Paper 
Hits P. 0. Ban

An editorial in the Jan. 4 is­
sue of 7 he Progressive, the La 
Follette weekly published in 
Wisconsin, calls attention tc 
the Post Office attacks on The 
M ilitan t and Labor Action a? 
signs of the need for relentless 
vigilance to “ prevent a recur­
rence of the type of witch hunt­
in g  which provided such a shame­
fu l chapter in Am erican h is to ry  
a generation ago.

“ The recent action o f the Post

Pro-Consumer 
Gov’t Official 
Forced to Resign

Forced to resign because he 
took his job of consumer’s 
counsel (representative) of the 
Agricultural Department seri­
ously and advanced a program 
which would to a certain degree 
protect the consumers! Such 
was the fate of Donald E. 
Montgomery.

The program that Mont­
gomery p u t forward was by no 
means rad ica l. B u t because i t  
would to a certa in  degree aid  the 
consumers and cu t the p ro fits  o f 
the food m anufacture rs, packers, 
dairies, chain stores and la rge  
corpora tion  fa rm s, h is post was 
abolished and he had to  res ign 
a fte r  seven years service.

M ontgom ery stated on res ign ­
ing  on December 28 th a t he was 
convinced th a t the “ new Food 
D is tr ib u tio n  A d m in is tra tio n  does 
no t recognize the need fo r  a p a r­
tisan o f consumers”  w h ile  “ food 
processors and d is tr ib u to rs ”  
have ample representation and a 
“ chance to say w h a t they w a n t.”

He declared th a t he saw “ the 
te rm in a tio n  o f consumers’ coun­
sel as a c lear s igna l to consumers 
th a t they had be tte r look to  the if 
food needs themselves.”  He urged 
fa rm  and labor organ izations to 
begin im m edia te ly to  “ concern 
themselves w ith  the food prob­
lems o f th e ir  fam ilies  and jo in  
w ith  consumers o rgan iza tions in  
m aking th e ir  needs known.”

The program  proposed by the 
ousted o ffic ia l called fo r  the 
ra tio n in g  o f a ll foods except 
cereals and perishable f ru its  
s ta r t in g  a t once; governm ent 
subsidies to keep food prices 
down; special ra tio ns  o f m ilk  to 
ch ild ren and expectant m others 
a t a price they could pay or, i f  
necessary absolute ly free ; aid to 
m illio ns  o f fam ilies  whose in ­
comes have no t been raised by 
w a r w o rk  so th a t they could buy 
the food necessities; con tinuation 
o f the food stam p p lan as w e ll 
as o ther methods to  secure the 
lower-pa id groups o f the popula­
tion  a m ore adequate d ie t; 
penalization o f food waste, etc.

Undoubtedly there are m any 
po in ts in th is  p rogram  which 
would help in so lv ing  the food 
problem . I ts  main weakness is 
tha t i t  does not place the question 
c learly  o f who shall con tro l the 
price fix in g  and ra t io n in g : the 
masses themselves th rough  th e ir 
own organ izations o r ca p ita lis t 
bureaucratic governm ent bodies?

Even th is  program , however 
aroused the fe a r o f B ig  Business. 
T h a t’s w hy M ontgom ery had to 
go.

O ffice D epartm ent in denying a r ­
b it ra r i ly  and w ith o u t due process 
or law the p riv ilege  of the U n i­
ted States m ails  to publications 
lik e  The M ilita n t  and Labor Ac­
t io n  shows th a t the Am er'enn 
C iv il L ibe rties  Un ion and other 
genuine frien ds  o f freedom  have 
th e ir  w o rk  cu t ou t fo r  them  in  
the t r y in g  year ahead.”

Big Business is carrying on 
a full-scale offensive against 
the living standards of the 
masses in the form of increas­
ing demands for food price 
rises.

That the government is giv­
ing in to the demands of Big 
Business was shown last week 
in several ways: the price of 
milk was raised in several cen­
ters; the price of flour went 
up; the quality of bread went 
down; the consumer’s counsel 
of the Agriculture Department 
was forced to resign because 
he opposed some of the Big 
Business profit-gouging poli­
cies; it was announced that 
the food stamp plan would be 
terminated March 1.

Meanwhile the shortages of 
certain foods are growing 
more intense in the workers’ 
neighborhoods. Those w i t h  
plenty of money of course 
manage to get what they want. 
The government’s rationing 
plans announced last week are 
full of loopholes which enable 
the wealthy to evade the reg­
ulations with ease.

How can the workers meet 
these problems?

Rationing and price control 
are absolutely necessary. But 
under the control of the bosses 
and their government repre­
sentatives, they have been 
swindles.

Real rationing and price fix­
ing can be realized only under 
control of democratic mass 
committees of unions, work­
ing farmers’ organizations, 
housewives and small business­
men. The policies of such com­
mittees would not be governed 
by the food trusts’ greed for 
profits —  a factor which now 
prevents much of the food 
from being shipped to low in­
come neighborhoods.

A t the same time the work­
ers must raise the demand: 
For a rising scale of wages to 
meet rising living costs.

Only in this way can the 
plans of Big Business be 
fought. Only in this way can 
the masses be assured of a 
chance to get an adequate 
amount of food and the other 
necessities of life.

New Rises Mean 
More Slashes in 
Living Standards

By C. Charles
The steady rise o f O P A -au tho r- 

ized prices, above a ll prices o f 
food, continues. T h is  week the 
procession was led by increase i 
in the price  o f m ilk  and bread.

The price o f m ilk  in  the  Nevt 
Y o rk , Chicago and Duluth-Supe«- 
r io r  areas has been ra ised fro m  
l ’A to  2 cents. The im m ediate 
p re te x t fo r  the increase in  the 
price o f th is  basic food was the 
abo lition  o f governm ent subsidy 
paym ent fo r  m ilk .

The prices o f f lo u r, bread and 
bakery products have been raised. 
F lo u r prices have gone up about 
10%.

The price increase in store 
bread and o th e r bakery products 
has no t taken place d ire c tly  and 
openly, hu t by  a low ering  in the  
food value o f bread and bakery  
products. The am ount o f sugar, 
m ilk  and shorten ing in  each lo a f 
o f bread has been cut.

The consumer pays as much 
fo r  a lo a f o f bread as he did 
previously, b u t the lo a f represents 
less food than before.

The price increases in  the la s t 
week were no t lim ite d  to  m ilk , 
f lo u r  and bread. Thousands o f 
stores in  the m e tropo litan  area 
are com plete ly d is regard ing  price 
ce ilings fo r  a ll foods o f which 
there are shortages.

Prices arc  so h igh th a t Donald 
M ontgom ery, fo rm e r D epartm ent 
o f A g r ic u ltu re  consum er’s coun­
sel, declared recen tly  th a t 38% o f 
Am erican fam ilies  w i l l  no t be 
able to buy the m eat allowed to 
them under the fo rth co m in g  
m eat ra tio n in g  plan.

SHO RTAG ES

The price increases take place 
on the background o f an ever 
more acute condition o f shortage, 
p a rtic u la r ly  in beef and d a iry  
products. *

Beef has become a ra re  item

(Continued on page 2)

H ow  l  Got P le n ty  o f B u tte r
B y M ichael C ort

NEW  YORK — Last week I went to the grocery store 
to buy some butter and was informed by the grocer that I 
would have to purchase !?2 worth of other foods before he 
would give me any. I bought the $2 worth of food and then 
was given permission to buy one quarter of a pound o f but­
ter. I noticed a woman went without the butter because she 
could not afford to buy the other food.

The following day a relative o f mine arrived from 
the middle west and look my wife and me to Longchamps, 
one of the swankier restaurants. There were four of us and 
the waiter placed eight thick pads of butter in a silver tray 
on the table. When all but two pads were gone, the tray was 
whisked away and returned in a moment with eight more 
pads. Unfortunately we were unable to finish the second ser­
vice of butter and I never discovered i f  we could have had 
more.

There is certainly no butter shortage at Longchamps. 
The only trouble is, of course, it costs you more than §1 for 
the skimpiest plate they serve.
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Red Army Makes Important Gains
Advances Are Already Greater Than Those 
Achieved During Last Winter's Fighting

B y Joseph Andrews

The Red Arm y continues its offensive against the Nazi in­
vaders, taking several strategic cities and capturing tens of 
thousands of prisoners as well as stores of materiel, according 
to dispatches this week from Moscow.

Velikie L.uki, northwest of Moscow, a strategic center on the 
Riga-Moscow railroad, through which supplies had been sent 

fro m  the Reich to  the M oscow®--------------------------------------------------------

and Len ingrad  fro n ts ; Mozdok , heavy costs o f over three years o f
and E lis ta , key c ities  on the cen­
t ra l Caucasus f r o n t ;  and Chern- 
ishkovsky a irp o rt  and the  ra i l­
road ju n c tio n  o f C hern ishkov 
southwest o f Moscow, were a ll 
reported recaptured by the  Red 
A rm y . I t  has also been reported 
th a t the Red A rm y  has regained 
N a lch ik , the m ost im p o rta n t 
.center in the no rth e rn  Caucasus; 
th is  would endanger the  whole 
German line  in  th a t area.

The German general s ta f f  has 
e ithe r denied o r did no t comment 
on the reported defeats o f N az i 
forces a t these po in ts.

B u t German m il i ta ry  com­
muniques have adm itted  th a t the  
Red A rm y  has launched a serious 
offensive a l l a long the  w ide 
fro n t, in  the m id s t o f the  second 
w in te r  o f the  w ar.

GOOD N E W S

T h a t such an o ffens ive  is 
under way, regard less o f the pos­
sib le exaggerations o f the  M os­
cow repo rts , is  hearten ing  news 
to  defenders o f the USSR.

T h is  o ffens ive  tes tifie s  to  the 
continued h igh m ora le and g re a t 
v ita l i ty  o f the Red A rm y  and the 
w orkers  and peasants o f the 
Soviet U n ion— a v ita l i ty  such as 
no c a p ita lis t na tion  can summon, 
and a s p ir it  such as no im p e ria lis t 
a rm y can b r in g  fo r th .

The ve ry  launch ing o f an o ffen ­
sive in  the  second b itte r  w in te r 
o f the  w a r, aga ins t g re a t odds 
and in  sp ite  o f the defeats o f la s t 
sp ring  and summer, is evidence 
o f the  deep resolve o f the  Soviet 
w o rkers  and soldiers to  defend 
the conquests o f the  October 
revo lu tion , and to  rega in  every

w a r. The Russian cam paign has 
taken a heavy to l l  o f N az i 
s treng th . F rom  N a z i sources i t  is 
reported in the January, 1943 
issue o f F ore ign  A f fa ir s  th a t the 

i N azi fa rm  o ffic ia ls  have warned 
th a t the German people should 
no t expect “ any add itiona l food 
supply fro m  the  U k ra in e  before 
the 1943 harvest.”  T ransp o rta ­
tio n  d iff ic u lt ie s  and c iv ilia n  
resistance were cited as the  ch ie f 
reasons w h y  so l i t t le  food was 
fo rthcom ing .

H it le r ’s dream  o f feed ing Ger­
m any upon the  U k ra in ia n  bread­
basket has su ffe red  a rude 
awakening. The scorched ea rth  
po licy  lias cost H it le r  dear.

W O R KERS G E T  IT  IN  
T H E  N E C K  B E C A U S E  OF 
E M P LO Y E R  PR A C TIC E S

Fourteen la rge  w ar p lan ts 
in  the  P h ilade lph ia  area were 
recently charged by Louis B. 
F. R aycro ft, reg iona l d irec to r 
o f the  W ar M anpower Commis­
sion, w ith  fa ls ify in g  reports  to  
obta in  d ra f t  de ferm ents fo r  
ce rta in  employees.

R a yc ro ft announced on Dec. 
31 th a t the W M C was go ing to 
penalize the em ployers in v o lv ­
ed. H ow ? B y re fus ing  fro m  
now on to heed any deferm ent 
requests they make fo r  th e ir  
employees.

B u t since E V E R Y  occupa­
tio n a l de ferm ent request by 
the w orkers in  these p lan ts  has 
to  come th rough  the em ploy­
ers, th is  means th a t the  w o rk ­
ers w i l l  be made to  s u ffe r  be­
cause th e ir  em ployers tr ie d  to 
p u ll some fa s t ones.

Q U E S T IO N  O F M O R A LE

The fa ilu re  o f the N az i arm ies 
to  ga in  th e ir  ob jectives and the 
pressure o f the prolonged w a r on 
the economy, above a ll on the 
German masses, can ve ry  w e ll 
b r in g  about a breakdown in  the 
m orale o f the  G erm an troops a t 
the f ro n t and w o rkers  in  the fac­
tories.

B u t these im p o rta n t fac to rs  in  
the N az i-S ov ie t w a r are n o t in ­
cluded in  the  h ig h ly  tou ted 
“ M aster P lan”  w h ich  S ta lin  has 
rep u ted ly  d raw n fo r  the  Red 
A rm y .

A  m il ita ry  o ffensive  alone, un­
accompanied by revo lu tiona ry  
propaganda to  w in  the  w o rk ing  
class s o lid a rity  o f the German 
p ro le ta r ia t and to  break down the 
m ora le o f the N a z i troops, cannot 
insure v ic to ry  fo r  the  USSR.

R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  M E TH O D S  
N E E D E D

Conditions are now  m ore rip e
inch o f ground w rested fro m  the than ever fo r  re vo lu tio n a ry  
f ir s t  w o rke rs ’ s tate by the  N az i methods aga inst the  Nazis. H it le r
im peria lis ts .

The cu rre n t o ffensive  is on a
can no longer boast o f v ic to ries . 
The USSR is advancing. Precon-

la rg e r  scale and rep o rts  a lready ] d itions fo r  a break in  m ora le 
ind ica te  th a t i t  is m ore success fu l! am ong N azi troops have been 
than  the  Soviet o ffens ive  la s t established. A  ca ll to  the  German 
w in te r. W h ile  la s t w in te r  the  Red soldiers and w o rkers  to jo in  w ith  
A rm y  was able to  push fo rw a rd  the Soviet masses aga inst the 
on on ly  one fro n t ,  cen tra l N azi s lavedrivers, a tru e  in te r- 
Moscow, th is  yea r they have n o t n a tio n a lis t cam paign to  w in  the 
on ly  re taken salien ts w h ich  la s t German masses to  the side o f the 
year were held by the Nazis, b u t Soviet U n ion , would insure the 
also have d riven  ahead on the  success o f the w in te r  cam paign.

B u t the revo lu tiona ry  methods 
o f Len in  and T ro ts k v  are a lien to

southwest and Caucasus fro n ts . 

G E R M A N  S IT U A T IO N S ta lin  and his bu reaucra tic  clique 
who have been s tra n g lin g  the  
w orkers state. S ta lin ’s n a tio n a lis t

H it le r  in  h is N ew  Y e a r’s D ay 
speech stated, “ The w in te r  m ay 
be d iff ic u lt .  I t ’s blows, however, i slogans w in  the com m endation o f 
cannot h it  us ha rde r than  la s t the N . Y . T im es, bu t they can 
year.”  H e was, ove r-op tim is tic . ! "e ve r arouse the la te n t revo lu - 
W ith  the recapture  o f V e l ik ie ! t io n a ry  forces o f the  German 
L u k i, M ozdok and E lis ta , the Red w o rk in g  class.

Negro Youth Group 
Opposes Ban On 
‘The Militant’

NEW  YORK, Dec. 28 — 
Support of The M ilita n t’s right 
to go through the mails was 
unanimously voted on Dec. 22 
at the latest meeting of Mod­
ern Trends, a Negro progressive 
youth group.

A  com m ittee had been set up at 
a previous m eeting to  investiga te  
the case of The M il ita n t  and the 
Post Office D epartm ent’s in te rfe r­
ence w ith  its  m a ilin g  privileges. 
I ts  report to the general member­
sh ip  urged support of the posi­
tion  taken by the Am erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  U n ion on th is  case.

The com m ittee’s rep o rt stated 
th a t M odern Trends had long been 
on record in  favo r of freedom of 
speech, press and assemblage. I t  
was pointed ou t th a t the attack 
on The M il ita n t  was a dangerous 
precedent w h ich could be con ti­
nued and extended w ith o u t l im it  
unless challenged now. The com­
m ittee  stressed the fac t th a t it. 
had been unable to find any of­
fic ia l statem ent of po licy  by the 
Post Office regard ing suppression 
o f pub lica tions and th a t no o f­
fic ia l statem ent had been released 
concern ing the ban on The M i­
lita n t.

The reso lu tion  adopted by the 
members placed the group “ on 
record as supporting  the A m e ri­
can C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion in  its  
figh t fo r  preservation of a free 
press in  the case o f The M ilita n t. ’’

Modern Trends is a leading 
youth group in  H arlem , in  the 
forefront, of a c t iv ity  in  m any so­
c ia l and p o lit ic a l phases o f Negro 
life . I ts  members are students, 
w o rkers  and w rite rs , m any o f 
whom have played and are s t i l l  
p lay in g  an in flu e n tia l ro le  in  the 
local M arch-On-W ashington Move­
ment.

One Can Per Customer Davies Movie 
Almost Ready

(Continued from page 1)

aid the cu rre n t U . S. fo re ig n  
po licy.

D e ta ils  o f the p ic tu re  have also 
come fro m  m ovie c r it ic  V irg in ia  
W r ig h t who v is ited  the  set and 
reported in  the Dec. 14 issue o f 
the Los Angeles D a ily  News th a t 
the t r ia ls  w i l l  occupy a t least an 
en tire  ree l in  the fin ished  film .

“ The la te r  B u kh a rin  t r ia l .  . .

The Stalinists Are Running 
New ‘Educational Campaign’

By P H IL IP  B L A K E

Those who are acquainted w ith  
the in te rn a l l i fe  and s tru c tu re  o f 
the C om m unist P a rty  can see 
from  recent issues o f the D a ily  
W orke r th a t the S ta lin is t bureau­
cra ts  are having some troub le  
w ith  the CP ran k  and file .

I t  is ve ry  d ifficu lt, in  the S ta lin ­
is t  p a rty  fo r the members to ex­
press d issatis faction  w ith  the pol­
icies o r tactics o f the leadership. 
To openly voice any doubts or 
questions about the cu rre n t line  is 
to  r is k  speedy expuls ion as a 
“ T ro ts k y is t f if th  co lum n is t.”  The 
on ly  way the members can express

revealed,”  she w ro te , “ th a t his I th e ir  doubts o r d iscontent is by 
T ro ts k v is t fac tio n  and the T u k - q u itt in g  the organization, lapsing

(Federated P ic tu re )

The food cris is  has reached the stage where m any grocers 
l im it  th e ir  customers to  one can each. R a tion ing , wh ich is  to  
go in to  e ffe c t in  F eb rua ry , w i l l  continue to  l im it  the  standard 
o f l iv in g  o f the w orkers, bu t leaves m any loopholes fo r  the rich .

O P A  Continues 
To Raise Prices

(Continued from page 1)

A rm y  has already in flic te d  
heavier blows against the  N azi 
arm ies than they were able to  in ­
f l ic t  a ll la s t w in te r.

G erm any has been fe e lin g  the

O n ly  those re vo lu tio n a ry  forces, 
a llied  w ith  the masses o f the 
Soviet U n ion, aga inst N azism  and 
aga inst the K re m lin  clique, can 
save the  USSR.

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

live  in  the lu x u ry  the y  are ac­
customed to , w a r o r no w a r, and 
receive more than  th e ir  usual 
p ro fits  by ra is in g  the  prices and 
thereby c u tt in g  the q u a n tity  and 
q u a lity  o f the  food, c lo th in g  and 
she lte r the w o rke r gets.

fo r  w orkers  in  m any p a rts  o f the 
country.

Cream is a lu x u ry  food. B u t­
te r  is scarce and o ften  can be 
bought on ly b y  pa y in g  over ce il­
in g  prices. Reports fro m  D e tro it  
show th a t b u tte r is se lling  there 
a t $1 a pound. E vaporated m ilk  
is becoming s tead ily  scarcer.

These shortages s tr ik e  hard 
and m a in ly  a t the w orkers. In  
the sections o f c ities  where the 
w ea lthy live , goods are availab le  
because ce iling  prices are h igher. 
The rich  are able to  go to  h igh - 
priced fancy restauran ts, clubs 
and ho te l d in in g  rooms and eat 
o f the best foods u n t il surfe ited . 
The w orkers m ust do w ith ou t.

The c a p ita lis t class o f the 
coun try  is push ing fo r  s t i l l  h ig h ­
e r prices. W ith  the increases in  | 
prices th e ir  appetites fo r  even 
h ighe r prices is sharpened.

V.R. Dunne Speaks 
On ‘4 Freedoms’ 
At Mpls. Forum

M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn., Jan. 3. 
—  “ 1943 —  the P ou r Freedoms 
and the Labor M ovem ent”  was 
the subject under discussion a t 
the T w in  C ity  Sunday F orum  to- 

j day, w ith  V . R. Dunne, o rgan iz ­
e r fo r  M o to r T ra n sp o rt and A llie d  

I W orkers  U n ion Local 544-CIO, as 
I the m ain  speaker.

BOSSES D E M A N D IN G  M O RE

N ew  Jersey da iries are de­
m anding h igh e r prices. They have 
already received au tho riza tion  to 
increase the price  o f cream 1 cent 
a h a lf-p in t.

J. O. E astlak , v ice-president o f j 
the Borden Co., and secre tary o f 1

R ecalling the  A t la n t ic  C harte r 
w h ich  guarantees freedom- o f 
speech and w orsh ip , freedom  fro m  
w a n t and fea r, everywhere in  the 
w o rld , Comrade Dunne described 
i t  as a “ fa lse  prom ise on the  p a rt 
o f the in te rna tiona l leaders to  the 
peoples o f the whole w o rld  as an

the New  Y o rk  M e trop o litan  M ilk  
D is tr ib u to rs , is dem anding h ighe r 
prices fo r  hom e-delivered m ilk . 
The price o f home-delivered m ilk  
in  New  Y o rk  was n o t increased 
when store m ilk  prices were 
boosted.

The bak ing  companies are no t 
sa tis fied  w ith  the  hidden price 
rise  and are dem anding open 
price increases. The Am erican 
Bakers Association stated on

inducem ent to  p u t eve ry th ing  
the y  possess a t the disposal o f 
the leaders o f the U n ited  N a ­
tions.”

The f irs t  W orld  W a r was fo u g h t 
in the name o f “ democracy 
th rou gh ou t the w o rld ,”  the  speak­
e r rem inded his audience, “ and 
b rough t the  opposite, m aking  
w ay fo r  M usso lin i and H it le r . ”  
T a lk  about “ F o u r Freedom s”  is 
meaningless in  the  face o f be­

Dec. 30 th a t ce ilings are e n tire ly  
too low  and m ust be raised.

P resident Jack Koen ig  o f the 
Associated R e ta il Bakers an­
nounced th a t he had asked Food 
A d m in is tra to r W icka rd  fo r  pe r­
m ission “ to punc tu re ”  the pres­
ent price ce ilings on bread and 
o ther bakery  products.

Judg ing  by the speed w ith  
which the governm ent okays the 
s ligh te s t h in t  o f a request fo r  
price increase by any ca p ita lis t 
o r g roup o f cap ita lis ts , the d a iry  
and baking companies w i l l  not 
ask in  vain.

H O W  “ S Q U E E Z E ”  W ORKS

The cap ita lis ts , w o rk in g  n ig h t 
and day to  increase th e ir  p ro fits , 
are p lac ing pressure on the  gov­
ernm ent fo r  price increases up 
and down the  line . The bosses as­
sert th a t w ith o u t such increases 
the y  are be ing “ squeezed.”  Here 
is how i t  w o rks :

F ir s t  the  fa rm ers  ge t an in ­
crease in  prices. Then the p ro ­
cessors, the packers, the  da iries 
and the food m anufacture rs , 
c la im in g  th a t th e ir  p ro fits  su ffe r, 
because o f the increased prices 
o f ra w  m a te ria l demand h ig h e r 
prices.

Then the wholesalers secure 
au tho riza tion  to  increase prices. 
F o llo w in g  the  wholesalers the  re ­
ta ile r  gets perm ission to  advance 
prices to  the  consumer.

F in a lly  the  price increase is 
passed on to  the  w o rke r consum­
er, whose wages are frozen  so 
th a t he cannot secure h igher 
wages to  cover the  increase in  
the cost o f liv in g .

H IG H  PRICES M E A N  
M O RE PR O FITS

No w o rke r w i l l  oppose an in ­
crease in  prices to  the  w o rk in g  
fa rm e r. However, th is  increase in  
prices m ust come ou t o f the p ro f­
its  o f the cap ita lis ts , n o t be pa id 
by the w orker.

The wage w o rke r and h is  fa m ­
ily ,  by  ta k in g  cuts in  th e ir  l iv in g  
standards, m a in ta in  the  p ro fits  o f 
the  c a p ita lis t class.

The cap ita lis ts  are enabled to

tra y a ls  o f prom ises to Ind ia , C h i­
na and A fr ic a , he said.

“ The labo r movem ent o f A m e r­
ica has been so bound to  the w a r 
m achine th a t the y  have re tre a t­
ed a ll the  w ay a long the line ,”  
the speaker continued, asserting  
th a t th is  w ay lies defeat fo r  the 
unions, w h ich  a re  g iv in g  up a ll 
th e ir  gains.

hachevsky m il i ta r y  clique were 
no t p lann ing  a coup d ’e ta t w ith  
the vice m arshal a t its  head, bu t 
m aking  deals w ith  G erm any and 
Japan as w e ll.”

O LD  S LA N D E R S

There is  no th in g  new in  these 
slanders which are supposed ¡to 
erase “ antiquated convictions” —  
convictions, in c ide n ta lly , which 
Davies h im se lf held u n t il the 
needs o f A m erica ’s fo re ig n  p o li­
cy suddenly en lightened h im . A t  
the tim e  o f the  t r ia ls  Davies, 
a long w ith  a ll o ther in fo rm ed 
people, viewed the  t r ia ls  as 
fram e-ups designed by S ta lin  to  
e lim ina te  h is p o lit ic a l opponents. 
Davies has now “ modernized”  h is 
ideas w ith o u t d a rin g  to  pretend 
th a t any new evidence is a v a il­
able.

Davies’ ‘ ¡m odern ization”  was 
an au tom atic  process th a t took 
place when the U n ited  States and 
the Soviet U n ion became m il ita ry  
allies.

Even before the w a r H o lly ­
wood a lw ays a ttem pted to  a n tic i­
pate the needs o f the  State De­
pa rtm e n t and supp ly i t  w ith  f ilm  
propaganda. A n  exam ple w h ich  
comes to  m ind is the p ic tu re  “ N i-  
no tchka”  —  a v ic ious rid icu le  o f 
the Soviet system. T h is p ic tu re  
was released in  the  e a rly  days o f 
the H itle r -S ta lin  pact.

T R U T H  A B O U T  T H E  
T R IA L S

There can be no question bu t 
th a t f ilm  propaganda is extrem e­
ly  e ffec tive . I t  is  v ita l ly  im p o r­
ta n t, the re fore , th a t a ll w orkers 
in fo rm  themselves as to  the tru e  
facts concerning S ta lin ’s s lan­
ders against T ro tsky . J o h n  
Dewey, ou tstand ing Am erican 
ph ilosopher and educator, headed 
a com m ission which investiga ted 
a ll charges and found T ro ts k y  in ­
nocent. The fin d in g s  o f the Dewey 
Commission are contained in  tw o  
volumes, “ The Case o f Leon T ro t ­
sky,”  and “ N o t G u ilty .”

E ve ry  w o rke r should a rm  h im ­
se lf against the  em ployers and 
the S ta lin is ts  by reading these 
reports.

W D L PROTESTS 
POST O F F IC E  B A N

The W orke rs  Defense League 
reported la s t week th a t i t  had 
w r itte n  a le tte r  to  Postm aster 
F ra n k  W a lk e r in  W ash ing ton 
p ro te s ting  the Post O ffice D epa rt­
m en t’s in te rfe rence w ith  the m a il­
in g  r ig h ts  o f The M ilita n t,  F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, and Labor A c tion .

The W D L  le tte r  said th a t  i t  
feels “ the  r ig h t  o f a free  labo r 
movem ent to  express its  v iews is 
endangered by  such action .”

‘FOURTH INTERNATIONAL’ FOR 
JANUARY IS NOW ON SALE

The January issue o f the m onth­
ly  M a rx is t magazine, Fourth. In ­
te rna tiona l, w h ich  came o ff the 
press ju s t before New Year’s Day, 
is up to its  usual h igh  theoretica l 
and educational standards.

Featured a rtic les  in  the cu r­
ren t issue are The Post-W ar 
Strategy o f Food by C. Charles 
and P a ria n  and the L ibe ra ls  by 
M arc Loris .

The f irs t  is  an absorbing ac­
count o f how the A llie d  leaders 
used the weapon o f food and re ­
lie f  to aid the  counter-revo lu tion 
in  Europe a fte r the arm is tice  and 
to figh t the attem pts o f the mass­
es to establish and m a in ta in  
w o rke rs ’ governm ents in  the  So­
v ie t U nion, H ungary, F in land  
and o ther countries.

The L o ris  a rtic le  reviews the 
p la in tive  comments of the A m er­
ican libe ra ls  over the deals w ith  
Darlan, Otto, Franco, et al, shows 
th a t they dare no t analyze the 
rea l reasons fo r  these deals and 
w hy they are w orried  about them.

The magazine observes the n ine ­
teenth ann iversary o f the death 
o f Lenin, the great leader of the 
Russian R evolution, in  three spe­
c ia l a rtic les :

A  speech sum m ing up L e n in ’s 
ro le in  the labor movement, made 
in  1918 by h is co-worker, Leon 
T ro tsky, a few days a fte r Len in  
had been shot and alm ost k illed .

A n  ed ito ria l on Len in  and the 
attem pts o f the S ta lin is ts  and 
the cap ita lis t press to obscure h is 
ro le and policies.

A n  analysis by John G. W rig h t

of Le n in ’s teachings on the prob­
lem o f na tiona lities .

O ther a rtic les  in  the  issue in ­
clude:

A  con tribu tion  to the discus­
sion on the na tiona l question in  
Europe by M. M orrison.

A  con tinua tion  o f W ill ia m  F. 
W arde’s exam ination  of the fac­
to rs  th a t have brought Am erican 
economy to the in i t ia l  stages of 
in fla tio n .

The concluding p a rt o f W hy  
the German R evolu tion Failed, by 
W a lte r Held.

A  rev iew  by H a rry  F ranke l of 
the stand now taken by pe tty - 
bourgeois in te llec tua ls  o f the 
Lew is Corey type, who fled from  
a ll contact w ith  the socia list 
movement and its  ideas as soon 
as the w ar reaction made itse lf 
fe lt.

The magazine sells fo r  20 cents 
a copy, ?2 fo r  a year’s subscrip- 

| tion , and is published a t 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  PI., New Y o rk  C ity.

in to  in a c tiv ity , fa il in g  to  ca rry  
out assignments, etc.

W hat genera lly  fo llow s  such 
m an ifesta tions is an “ educational 
cam paign”  conducted by the  bu­
reaucra ts and aimed a t “ exp la in ­
in g ”  the questions which the 
members dare not raise. The la ­
tes t such cam paign has been un­
der w ay sinee a n a tion a l con fe r­
ence o f CP leaders held a t the 
beg inn ing o f December.

One cannot te ll from  the col­
umns of the D a ily  W orker alone 
how disturbed the C. P. ranks are 
—  and i t  is  not our in te n tio n  to 
exaggerate the significance of 
such developments, w h ich  the 
bureaucratic s truc tu re  o f the C.P. 
has enabled the leadership to meet 
and overcome dozens o f tim es in  
the past. B u t i t  is  easy by read­
in g  w hat the S ta lin is ts  are w r i t ­
in g  to discern ju s t w ha t questions 
are now tro u b lin g  the ran k  and 
file.

Perhaps the most im p o rtan t of 
these is the question of trade un­
ion  w ork, wages, s trikes. Once 
the Soviet-German w ar had begun 
and the C: P. decided to support 
the w ar, the S ta lin is ts  became 
known as the most a n ti-m ilita n t 
and boss-sucking group in  the 
unions.

B u t as E a rl B row der adm its in  
an a rtic le  in  the  Jan. 3 W orke r, 
“ There were m any misconceptions 
before we were able to  establish 
the  fu l l  understand ing in  our la ­
bor m ovem ent th a t s tr ik e  action 
was no longer considered perm is­
sib le by us fo r  so lv ing  ou r prob­
lems. T h a t was a d if f ic u lt  test. 
In c id en ta lly , we made a few  l i t t le  
m istakes on the way.”

A lthough th is  lin e  has been ap­
plied a l i t t le  more " s k i l l fu l ly ”  
since B row der’s release from  p r i­
son, i t  is  s t i l l  the same a n t i-m ili­
tant. line . W herever i t  is applied, 
i t  d iscred its the S ta lin is ts . In  
several recent cases i t  has resu lt­
ed in  S ta lin is t un ion o ffic ia ls  be­
in g  booted ou t o f office. T h is  
trend has become so m arked tha t 
Rose W o rtis  had to analyze the 
resu lts o f elections ju s t held in  
three New Y o rk  A F L  unions and 
adm it th a t a t bottom  “ the ques­
tion  o f wages”  was responsible 
fo r  the S ta lin is t defeats.

As she says o f the vote in  Local 
302 of the A F L  Cafeteria E m ploy­
ees, where the C. P. got a decisive 
lic k in g , “ Instead o f seeing the 
dissatis faction o f the workers... 
there was a tendency to  pooh-pooh 
these expressions o f d issatisfac­
tion  as m ere ly election propa­
ganda a r t if ic ia lly  s tim u la ted by 
the opposition. The opposition 
was qu ick  to take advantage of 
th is  d issatisfaction. The prog­
ressive (C. P .l leadership allowed 
the d is rup tive  elements to pose 
as champions of the in te rests of 
the workers and through th e ir  
demagogy to tu rn  th is  d issatisfac­
tion  against the leadership . . . ”  
(D a ily  W orker, Jan. 1.)

B row der has repeatedly stated 
in speeches m eant p r im a r ily  fo r  
CP members th a t “ Com m unists 
everywhere are res is ting . . . . 
s tr ik e  sen tim ent w ith  a l l o f the 
in fluence th a t thev have”  and has 
warned th a t “ The Com m unists 
are ho ld ing  back the  w o rk in g  
class today from  s tr ik e  action, 
b u t the coun try  had b e tte r un­
derstand th a t the  Com m unist 
P a rty  is ve ry  sm all and . . . . 
cannot do the jo b  alone.”  (The 
W orke r, Dec. 27.)

B u t i t  is  not enough fo r B row ­
der to ye ll fo r  help, or to expla in 
th a t the C. P. is c a rry in g  on in  
th is  w ay because some m yste ri- 
out conspiracy o f employers is 
de libera te ly  p rom oting  the sen ti­
m ent fo r  s tr ik e  action in  o rder to 
sabotage the w ar. He has had to 
be a l i t t le  m ore positive in  h is 
approach.

B u t a ll th a t he has been able 
to o ffe r the ranks is to le t them  
in  on the secret th a t wage “ stab­
iliz a tio n ”  does not mean wage 
“ freezing”  and to assure them  
th a t i f  they on ly  learn how to 
read ca re fu lly  they w i l l  find out 
th a t governm ent decrees con ta in  
no prov is ions against raises fo r  
increased production. Thus the
slogan he raises is : Speed up
the workers, so th a t they increase 
p roduction  per hou r; thus they 
w il l  be en titled  to  increased 
ho u rly  wage rates and they w i l l  
q u it dem anding s tr ik e  action. 
(D a ily  W orker, Dec. 17-19.)

T h is fan tastic  speedup scheme 
is now being pushed w ith  great 
energy by the D a ily  W orker and 
in  ce rta in  unions, in c lud in g  some 
m etropo litan  UE locals.

Kennefth C raw ford  o f PM , who 
w rite s  asi T .R .B . in the N ew  Re­
public, has suggested th a t the  
S ta lin is ts  do a service to  the  w a r 
they support by v o lu n ta r ily  dis­
band ing the CP. One m ig h t be 
surprised a t the am ount o f space 
the D a ily  W o rk e r spends in  a t­
tack in g  C raw ford  fo r  ra is in g  
th is  idea. B u t no t i f  i t  is  recalled 
th a t m any CP and Y C L  members 
themselves raised th is  question 
over a year ago because they  
did not see the p a rty  do ing any­
th in g  th a t couldn’ t  Ire done —  
and m ore e ffe c tiv e ly  —  in  the 
le f t  w in g  o f the D em ocratic P a r­
ty .  E v id e n tly  the  CP leaders re ­
gard th is  question as dynam ite .

*  sSc *

The D a ily  W orke r has begun a 
w eekly colum n on P a rty  Educa­
tion . conducted by Sam Don, head 
o f the N a tiona l Education D epart­
ment. The firs t colum n (Jan. 2) 
warns against the “ hangover of 
‘th inking-as-usua l’ ”  and the need 
fo r the members to-become "w e ll 
i n f o r m e d  and the o re tica lly  
grounded”  in  the C. P. line . “ C lar­
ify , c la r ify  and again c la r ify  —• 
m ust be ou r w a tchw ord ,”  says 
Don.

T h is  column, lik e  m any others 
by the C. P. leadership, comments 
on the “ confusion”  o f those lib e r­
als who have become discouraged 
by recent events —  the D arlan  
deal, the Otto deal, the b id  o f 
friendsh ip  to Franco, etc. —  and 
tr ies  to answer the lib e ra ls ’ argu­
ments. The increasing am ount 
o f a tten tion  paid to th is  question 
suggests th a t the C. P. ranks too 
are seriously d isturbed by the 
newest m anifestations th a t th is  
is not a w a r fo r  “ fou r freedoms.”

A no ther nuestion w h ich we 
know  qu ite  de fin ite ly  is w o rry in g  
C. P. members concerns the a t t i­
tude to be taken tow ard the Ger­
man people. Several a rtic les  by 
the GPU jo u rn a lis t, I ly a  Ehren* 
burg, have voiced the most scur­
rilo u s  k in d  of n a tio n a lis t hatred 
fo r the German people and lumped 
them together w ith  the Nazis.

On Dec. 29 the D a ily  W orke r 
p rin ted  a ca re fu lly -w ritte n  and 
apologetic le tte r  from  a reader 
suggesting th a t E hrenburg  is m ak­
in g  a m istake, p o in tin g  ou t th a t 
S ta lin  has made the record a- 
ga inst ha tin g  the German neople 
as a nation , and asking i f  Ehren- 
burg ’s anti-G erm an chauvin ism  
does not. aid H it le r  in  keeping a 
hold on the German people. In  
the same issue is  an “ answer”  by 
M ilto n  Howard, presented as 
"some ideas w h ich I  have had as 
I  read the various views.”

H ow ard takes care n o t to  d is­
agree w ith  a n y th in g  w r itte n  by 
S ta lin , and tr ie s  to  take a h a lf-  
w av position. B u t the ne t e ffe c t 
o f his “ ideas”  is th a t the S ta lin ­
is ts  should encourage Germ an- 
ha ting . . . in  the in te rests o f the  
German neonle themselves. There 
is l i t t le  like lihood th a t the  S ta ­
lin is t  ranks w i l l  be sa tis fied  w ith  
th is  “ exp lanation .”

*  *  *  •

Space does not p e rm it us to 
c ite  o ther examples, w h ich  the 
in terested reader can find fo r  h im ­
self in  the S ta lin is t press —  “ ex­
p lanations”  about w hy Negroes 
m ust continue to  regard th is  as 
a "w a r fo r  democracy”  even 
though they are denied the m ost 
elem entary dem ocratic r ig h ts  
themselves and "exp lana tions”  
about w hy C. P. leaders and sym­
pathizers continue to be attacked 
by the government, despite th e ir  
support of the most reactionary 
polic ies and despite the "progres­
sive a d m in is tra tio n ”  in  W ashing­
ton —  the la test case being the 
arrest of M ich igan State Senator 
Stanlev Nowak on charges th a t 
he had lied  about h is  be lie f in  
“ organized governm ent”  when he 
applied fo r  c itizensh ip a few 
years ago.

I t  is d iff ic u lt  to believe th a t 
such "explana tions”  can sa tis fy  
whatever honest, and in fo rm ed 
m ilita n ts  s t i l l  rem ain in  the C. P. 
On the con tra ry , they should 
hasten the process b y  w h ich the 
serious revo lu tion is ts  w i l l  come 
to understand th a t the bureau­
c ra tic  dom ina tion  of the C. P. 
bv the agents o f the K re m lin  has 
transform ed i t  in to  one o f the 
w orst obstacles in  the path o f 
the socia lis t struggle.
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By A lb e rt P a rker  ¡

T H E  NEGRO PRESS:

An Attack Answered and a Criticism Made
Once again the Negro press is 

under a ttack from  those who 
w ant to  silence its  protests a- 
ga lnst J im  Crowism . The latest 
a ttack comes in  the fo rm  of an 
a rtic le  by a N egro named \V. H . 
Brown, p rin ted  in  the Dec. 19 is ­
sue of the Saturday Review of 
L ite ra tu re , and “ rep rin te d ”  in  the 
w idely-read Readers' Digest, even 
before the Dec. 19 Saturday Re- 
vie tv  appeared fo r  sale.

B row n's artic le , “ A  Negro Looks 
A t The Negro Press,”  is filled  w ith  
the usual lies and slanders 
against the Negro newspapers —  
p a rtic u la r ly  the charge th a t the 
Negro press is responsible fo r 
“ hate-m aking”  because i t  p rin ts  
stories show ing how Negroes are 
d iscrim ina ted  against and segreg­
ated.

In  th is  way B row n tr ie s  to 
blam e the N egro  press fo r  the 
g ro w in g  de te rm ina tion  o f the Ne­
g ro  masses to  free  themselves 
fro m  J im  Crow chains. T h is  is 
s tand ing  the m a tte r on its  head, 
as B row n m ust know, fo r  the N e ­
gro  press on ly  re flec ts  the a tti-1  
tude o f the N egro  masses, which 
is  as a m a tte r o f fa c t fa r  more 
m il ita n t than any o f the N egro  
papers.

B row n is com ple te ly in s ig n if i­
can t as an in d iv id u a l; h is  k ind  
can be bought two fo r  a n ickel 
and w i l l  be found in  alm ost any 
group; w hether you ca ll them 
Q uislings o r Benedict A rno lds or 
Uncle Toms doesn’t  m atter. 
N e ithe r is his a rtic le  very  im ­
p o rta n t one w ay or another; ev­
eryone acquainted w ith  the Negro 
people and the Negro press knows 
how easy i t  is  to answer and an­
n ih ila te  it .

B u t w hat is s ig n if ic a n t is th a t 
B row n ’s a rtic le  is g e ttin g  such a 
bu ildup and such a w ide c irc u la ­
tion , m ostly  among people who 
have never seen the N egro press 
and may be taken in  by B row n ’s 
lies. T h is  is a m ost ominous sign, 
and we would be g u ilty  o f unpa r­
donable lightm indedness i f  we 
regarded i t  as accidental.

The Readers’ D igest is  more 
than a magazine, i t  is also an 
im p o rtan t propaganda mechanism 
and a m older o f pub lic  opin ion. 
I ts  ed itors are w e ll aware th a t 
B row n ’s a rtic le  pa in ts  a false p ic­
tu re  of the Negro press. There 
is  every danger th a t the p r in t in g  
o f th a t a rtic le  in  the Readers' D i­
gest is  a prepara tory step toward 
the s ilencing o r in tim id a tio n  of 
the Negro press, and w ith  i t  the 
strugg le against J im  Crow. Brown 
ends h is a rtic le  by saying th a t he 
is  “ not advocating the m uzzling 
o f the Negro press bu t i t  should 
no t be encouraged to ru n  a t a 
venomous hate-m aking pace." 
B row n m ay no t ye t dare to openly 
advocate m uzzling  the Negro 
press, bu t h is a rtic le  w i l l  do much 
to  prepare pub lic  op in ion fo r sup­
pressions.

A l l  th is  should be taken as a 
w a rn ing . M il ita n t  w orkers  o f a ll 
races m ust be on guard to pre­
ven t in te rfe rence w ith  freedom 
o f the press fo r  the N egro pa­
pers.

*  *  *

I t  m ay no t appear ta c tfu l un­
der these conditions fo r us to 
m ake some critic ism s  o f the  N e­
g ro  press bu t we fee l i t  t im e ly  
nevertheless, fo r  i t  is  connected 
w ith  the  s u b j e c t  under 
discussion. Pew r e a d e r s  o f 
The M ilita n t  w i l l  m isunderstand 
o u r rem arks, b u t the y  w e ll know  
th a t we have a t a ll tim es de­
fended the Negro press against 
reactionary  attack, and critic ized  
i t  on ly  fo r  no t being more m il i ­

ta n t and outspoken. Our c r it ic ­
isms, now as always, are in tend ­
ed to strengthen the Negro s trug ­
gle fo r  equality, not to weaken 
it .

Two m onths ago The M ilita n t  
was suddenly attacked by the pos­
ta l a u tho ritie s ; since then the pa­
per has e ith e r been destroyed o r 
held up in  the Post O ffice so 
tha t its  usefulness was g rea tly  im ­
paired by the tim e i t  was de liv ­
ered.

N o reasons were given by the 
postal au tho ritie s  fo r  th is  proce­
dure, but m ost in fo rm ed circles 
understood th a t The M il ita n t  was 
being attacked because i t  was 
openly c r it ic a l o f  the govern­
m ent’s po licy tow ard  the labor 
movement, fo r  one th in g , and to ­
ward the s tru g g le  fo r  Negro 
equa lity  fo r  another.

A lthough the Post Office ignored 
our protests, someone in  W ash­
ing ton  saw to i t  th a t the cap i­
ta lis t press d id  no t publicize w hat 
was happening, a lthough i t  was 
ce rta in ly  an in te res tin g  s to ry  
fro m  the s tandpo in t o f pure 
jou rna lism . A lm ost a fu l l  m onth 
passed before the d a ily  press 
p rin ted  any in fo rm a tio n  on the 
case, and then probably on ly  be­
cause some labo r papers had 
helped us to break th rough the 
w a ll o f silence.

S ho rtly  a fte r the f irs t step by 
the Post Office, we drew up a 
short account o f w ha t had hap­
pened, especially as i t  related to 
the strugg le against J im  Crow­
ism, and sent i t  to a lm ost every 
leading Negro paper in  the coun­
try , ask ing them to help us pub­
lic ize  the Post Office repressions. 
We got in to  touch by m a il w ith  
two of the na tion ’s lead ing Negro 
jou rna lis ts , men who have earned 
themselves a repu ta tion  as p ro­
labor m ilita n ts . We personally 
contacted some of the New Y ork 
papers and got promises th a t they 
would ru n  the story. B u t no t a 
sing le  Negro paper carried  th a t 
s to ry ! Only la te r, when the capi­
ta lis t press p rin ted  the f irs t ac­
counts, did two o f the Negro 
weeklies even m ention the case.

One o f the Negro jo u rn a lis ts  
w ith  whom we corresponded gave 
us a clue to w hat was happening. 
He expressed h is  sym pathy, and 
said he recognized i t  as the firs t 
step in  an a ttack  on a ll papers 
c r it ic a l of ad m in is tra tio n  policy. 
W hat was necessary now, he 
said, was fo r the Negro press “ to 
curve lik e  an A us tra lia n  boomer­
ang”  —  th a t is, to  la y  low , to  be 
less sharp in  its  c ritic ism . In  
o ther words, the Negro pub lish ­
ers seem to  believe th a t by keep­
in g  qu ie t about the attack on 
The M ilita n t,  they m ig h t escape 
attack themselves.

The P ittsb u rg h  C ourie r, to men­
tion  bu t one paper, has o ften  c r i­
tic ized certa in  Jew ish groups fo r  
dem anding equal r ig h ts  b u t no t 
being w illin g  to  go to  ba t fo r  
N egro  equa lity . The C ourie r is 
100% correc t when i t  says th a t 
such a po licy is h a rm fu l to  the 
Jewish s trugg le  as w e ll as to the 
N egro  s trugg le . B u t so too are 
we correct in  say ing  th a t the  
N egro press by re fu s in g  to  de­
fend free  speech fo r  The M il ita n t  
is  h u r tin g  its  own in te rests  and 
those o f the N egro  s trugg le , as 
w e ll as The M il i ta n t ’s.

The ostrich  puts h is  head in  
the sand, bu t th a t doesn’t  save 
h im ; in  m ost cases i t  is  the 
cause o f h is  Boom. The Negro 
publishers m ust defend freedom 
o f press fo r  a ll groups, o r they 
m ay lose th e ir  own freedom of 
press.

International Notes
-----------------  B y B E T T Y  K U E H N  -----------------

A t  the peak o f the Ind ian  
strugg le fo r  na tional independence 
d u rin g  the past year, the on ly  
news concerning the peasant up­
ris ings  to leak through the cen­
sorship was th a t they were ta k ­
in g  place in  B ih a r and the U n ited 
Provinces.

Recent dispatches, however, in ­
dicate th a t the re vo lt was more 
widespread. The Jan. 3 N. Y. 
Tim es  states:

“ Fourteen persons were sen­
tenced to death and twenty-seven 
to  transp orta tio n  fo r  l i fe  by the 
Nagpur [M adras prov ince] H igh  
C ourt today in  tw o cases a ris ing  
ou t of the  recent disturbances a t 
C h im ur v illage .”

A nd  in  a Dec. 5 dispatch: 
“ Special courts a t Bangalore 

and W ardha Tin Centra l P rov­
inces] have sentenced twenty-one 
persons to death as a resu lt of 
the  -Indian disorders in  August 
and September.”

We already knew  th a t the 
w orkers in  the w ar industries  in  
B ih a r province, Bombay and else­
where had been on m any s trikes 
d u rin g  th is  period. Now  we see 
from  these dispatches th a t the

peasant revo lts extended from  
B ih a r and Bengal provinces in  
the east, the U n ited Provinces in  
the Northeast, down through the 
Centra l Provinces where Banga­
lore and W ardha are located, to 
Madras in  the South where we 
find Nagpur, and over to Bombay 
on the West.

T h is  includes the m a jo r ity  of 
the 11 provinces of B r it is h  Ind ia .

*  *  *

T h a t fascism  is ju s t  a m ore 
s tr in g e n t fo rm  o f p ro te c tin g  the 
interest!? o f the cap ita lis ts  is  dem­
onstra ted in  the  fo llo w in g  ex­
ce rp t fro m  the December 21 News 
Flashes published by  the  Czecho­
slovak N a tion a l Council o f A m e r­
ica.

The paper quotes the  o ffic ia l 
gazette o f the R e ichspro tektor in 
Bohemia and M orav ia  w h ich  pub­
lished a ru l in g  on September 10, 
1942 th a t:

“ The M in is te r o f Justice m ay 
release com m ercial concerns from  
th e ir  ob liga tion  to  publish finan ­
c ia l statem ents. He m ay p ro h ib it 
business f irm s  fro m  g iv in g  re ­
po rts  o r in fo rm a tio n  to  cred ito rs

The Economics Of Jabberwocky
C h ild  Care P rob lem  Acute

(Federated P ic tu re )

T h is  is one o f the W P A  nursery schools which w i l l  be closed 
soon due to  lack o f funds. The lack o f public nurseries th rou gh ­
ou t the coun try  has p rec ip ita ted  m any domestic crises as m others 
have entered in du s try . Labo r seeks a na tiona l ch ild  care p ro ­
gram  to  keep nurseries open (and to  create new ones) when 
the  W P A  goes ou t the w indow  th is  year.

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
AND ‘WAR ECONOMY’

B y B. S TE V E N S

W hen Lew is C a rro ll w ro te  his 
tone poem, “ Jabberwocky" he 
sti-ung words toge ther, in  rh y th ­
m ic cadence w ith o u t regard to 
th e ir  li te ra l m eaning. C a rro ll’s 
b r i l l ia n t  use of the a r t  fo rm  to 
express the m usic of poetry  em i­
ne n tly  ju s tified  the libe rties  he 
took w ith  the E ng lish  language. 
One would ha rd ly  suppose tha t 
the science of po litica l economy, 
w h ich requires m athem atical pre­
cision o f expression, would lend 
its e lf to the m edium  employed by 
C a rro ll in  h is “ Jabberwocky.”  In  
th is  assum ption one reckons w ith ­
out the v e rs a tility  of the S ta lin ­
ists.

The October 16, 1942 issue of 
the  S ta lin is t con tro lled Labor 
H era ld , o ffic ia l o rgan o f the CIO 
in  C a lifo rn ia , carried the fo llo w ­
in g  account o f a speech made by 
H a rry  Bridges to the C a lifo rn ia  
State CIO convention held recent­
ly  in  Hollywood.

“ D eclaring  th a t ‘money is  not 
w o rth  much these days.’ C a lifo r­
n ia  CIO D irec to r H a rry  Bridges 
to ld  the State CIO convention 
here th a t the w a r —  and the need 
fo r w in n in g  the w ar —  has so 
fundam enta lly  a ltered the na tion ­
al economy th a t trade unions m ust 
sw itch  th e ir  m a in  emphasis from  
wage gains to  w in n in g  the th ings 
th a t money fo rm e rly  brought.

“  ‘We’ve got a lo t  of our unions 
s t i l l  th in k in g  they can make gains 
by ge tting  wage increases of so 
much per hour, or per day, and 
they are foo ling  themselves i f  
they on ly  th in k  in  term s o f dol­
la rs  and cents.’ B ridges said in  
b is  annual report.

“  ‘I t  doesn’t  m a tte r how much 
money you ’ve got these days’ the 
IL W U  president asserted, ‘ its  
p re tty  tough to buy tire s  fo r  your 
automobile, o r to get a new ma­
chine o r even to rep a ir one.

“  ‘And there are m any s im ila r  
examples th a t a ll point, to the fact

By M IR IA M  C A R TE R

The Russian Revolution of 
October, 1917 was an inspira­
tion to the war-weary masses 
of World War I. To the capital­
ist governments, however, it 
was something to be hated and 
feared. As one o f the British 
generals active in the interven­
tion against the Sovi,et Union 
stated, they considered i t  neces­
sary  “ to th ro tt le  in  its  in fa ncy  
the noisome beast o f Bolshevism .”  
( “ The M urm ansk A dven tu re ,”  
General S ir  C. M aynard .)

The m ost m il ita n t  advocate o f 
fu ll-sca le  im p e ria lis t in te rven tion  
aag inst the Soviet U n ion  was 
W inston  C hurch ill. L lo yd  George, 
then p rim e m in is te r, was no less 
an enemy o f the Soviet U nion, 
b u t he was opposed to  in te rven ­
tion  on a la rge  scale because he 
feared m u tin y  in  h is own ranks. 
There were p le n ty  o f reasons to 
g ive  substance to  h is fea r.

The E ng lish  governm ent, m ost­
ly  th rou gh  the e ffo r ts  o f Church­
i l l ,  began land ing  troops in  N o rth  
Russia. In  A p r i l,  1918, m arines 
landed in  M urm ansk, fo llow ed by 
the land ing  o f m ore troops, f in ­
a l ly  sw e lling  the  num ber to  18,- 
400 B r it is h  troops. T h is  was be­
sides the  m un itions and supplies 
provided fo r  the counter-revo lu­
t io n a ry  generals o f the W h ite  
A rm ies, D en ik in , Yudenich, K o l­
chak and M annerheim .

T H R E E  REASO NS

The fac to rs  th a t f in a lly  led to 
B r it is h  w ith d ra w a l fro m  Russia 
and the de feat o f the W h ite  A r ­
m ies th e y  nourished w ere:

1. The trem endous po p u la rity  
o f the Soviet U n ion among the 
E ng lish  people.

.2. The w a r weariness among 
sold iers and c iv ilia ns  a like.

3. The p o p u la r ity  o f Bolshevik 
ideas among the popu la tion  in  
te r r ito ry  held by the counter-rev­
o lu tio na ry  forces.

On A u g u s t 1, 1918, the  Sov- 
narkom , Council o f  People’s Com- 
m isars, issued an appeal to  the 
t o i l i n g  masses o f England, 
France, A m erica , I ta ly  and Jap ­
an, exposing the  purpose o f  these 
governm ents, ru n  by  the  bosses, 
in  sending troops aga ins t the 
young w o rke rs ’ repub lic . The ap­
peal fe l l  on fe r t i le  ground.

Troops in  Shoream, Folkstone, 
Dover, O ste rley  P a rk  and m any

and fro m  p e rm itt in g  cred ito rs to  
investiga te  the books, correspond­
ence and p ro pe rty , i f  th is  is deem­
ed advisable fo r  reasons o f pub­
lic  order.”

R a ther convenient fo r  the boss­
es, on whom the N az i yoke rests 
com para tive ly  l ig h t ly ,  no t to  be 
required to  make known th e ir  
p ro fits  in  the face o f the  s ta rv ­
in g  w orkers  o f Europe.

th a t money in  term s o f do llars 
and cents does no t represent gains 
fo r un ions and w orkers anymore 
because our en tire  na tiona l eco­
nomy has been forced to a change 
by the w ar,’ Bridges declared.

“ S o lu tion  o f the dilem m a in  
w hich w orkers find  themselves 
w ith  m ore money to spend hut 
less channels fro m  w hich to pu r­
chase th e ir  goods, B ridges in d i­
cated, is to compel greater labor 
representation in  various w a rtim e  
governm ent agencies th a t now  
con tro l our w a r e ffo rt and our 
ve ry  lives. (Em phasis in  the o r i­
g ina l.)

“  ‘There is a job we are s lip ­
p ing  up on. W e have our eye too 
much on the line  o f ge tting  more 
money, Instead o f go ing a fte r the 
th ings  th a t money represents. 
Th ings th a t we can get these 
days easier than ever before, be­
cause we are ta lk in g  in  term s of 
production, of w in n in g  the w ar, of 
un ity , and a il the tilin g s  th a t go 
in to  the w a r e ffo rt.’ ”

Epilogue
San Francisco, December 18, 

1942 —  Requests fo r  wage in ­
creases presented by H a rry  
Bridges on behalf o f the In te rn a ­
tio n a l Longshorem en’s and W are ­
housemen’s Un ion o f fifteen cents 
per hour were rejected today by 
W . P. Foisie, president, on beha lf 
o f the W a te rfro n t Em ployers As­
sociation o f the Pacific Coast. 
“ M r. Foisie in fo rm ed longshore 
offic ia ls  th a t tho  request fo r  in ­
creased wages had been rejected.”  
(San Francisco News— December 
18, 1942).

Post S crip t
H a rry  Bridges’ economic thesis 

tha t “ money is not w o rth  much 
these days,”  may be pure Jabber­
wocky to the w orkers but i t  looks 
lik e  the bosses are completely 
sold on the idea.

o ther places in  B r ita in  revo lted 
aga inst being sent back to  France 
a f te r  the a rm is tice . T roops in  
France s truck, dem anding demo­
b iliza tion . In  one instance 400 
men who had been ordered to  en­
tra in  fo r  Salonica, to  f ig h t  in  
South Russia, s im p ly  refused to  
go. The D a ily  H era ld , B r it is h  la ­
bor paper, said on Jan. 11, 1919, 
“ E veryw here the  fee lin g  is the  
same. The w a r is over. W e w on’t  
f ig h t  in  Russia, and we mean to  
go home.”

A t  a Labo r P a r ty  conference, 
in 1919, the delegates overwhelm ­
in g ly  passed a reso lu tion  aga inst 
in te rven tion . There were count­
less dem onstra tions aga inst in ­
te rven tion , and numerous s tr ik e  
th rea ts  i f  i t  were continued. A  
“ Hands O ff Russia’’ com m ittee 
was launched.

The m orale among the B r it is h  
troops in  Russia was ve ry  low .
In  one instance a B r it is h  crew 
a t L ibau on the  B a ltic  m utin ied 
and had to  be sent home. The 
B r it is h  governm ent was f in a lly  
forced to  order the evacuation o f 
B r it is h  troops fro m  N o rth e rn  
Russia.

The B r it is h  governm ent, how­
ever, sought every o p p o rtu n ity  to  
continue the s tru g g le  aga ins t the 
Soviet U n ion. On M ay  10, 1920 
B r it is h  dockers refused to  load a 
vessel th a t was to  c a rry  m u n itio n s 
to  Poland, then a t w a r w ith  Rus­
sia. The coal tr im m e rs  refused 
to  coal the  vessel. A  week la te r 
the  Dockers U n ion  declared a 
general ban aga ins t load ing any 
m ate ria ls  to  be used aga inst Rus­
sia. Refusals to  load fo r  Russia 
occurred a t Invergordon , P orts ­
m outh , Rosyth, D evonport and 
F o r t  E dgar. A  crew, le a rn in g  i t  
was bound fo r  Russia, refused to  
sail.

T R E M E N D O U S
D E M O N S TR A TIO N S

W hen the  Red A rm y  was 
m arch ing  tow a rd  W arsaw , the 
B r it is h  cap ita lis ts ; in  a fre n z y  o f 
fe a r  threatened w a r i f  the Red 
A rm y  proceeded any fu r th e r . T h is  
ga lvanized the  B r it is h  labo r 
m ovem ent in to  action. On A ug . 
8, 1920 trem endous dem onstra­
tions aga inst such a w a r were 
held a ll over the  coun try . The 
Labor P a rty , under pressure from  
the ran k  and f ile , threatened a 
general s tr ik e  i f  such a w a r was 
begun. The w orkers  set up Coun­
c ils  o f A c tion  a ll over the  coun­
t r y  to  take fu r th e r  action against 
such a w a r. The governm ent re ­
treated.

The p o licy  o f the Bolsheviks is 
exem plified  in an o rder by  T ro t­
sky, head o f the  Red A rm y , o f 
October 24, 1919, m ou rn ing  the 
loss o f 550 young seamen, k ille d  
by  B r it is h  m ines: “ Red W a r­
r io rs ! On a ll fro n ts  you meet the 
hostile  p lo ts  o f  the  E ng lish . . . .  I

The New York C ity  adminis­
tration finds itself confronted 
with a rise in juvenile delin­
quency which the short sighted 
policy of the administration i t ­
self has helped to aggravate. 
The social, health, recreational 
and educational services of the

B u t even today, when we arc en­
gaged in  a b it te r  f ig h t  w ith  Y u ­
denich, the  h ire lin g  o f England, 
I  demand th a t you never fo rg e t 
th a t the re  are tw o  Englands. Be­
sides the England o f p ro fits , o f 
violence, b ribe ry  and b lo o d th irs ti­
ness, there is the E ngland o f la ­
bor, o f s p ir itu a l power, o f h igh 
ideals o f in te rn a tio n a l so lid a rity . 
I t  is  the base and dishonest E n g ­
land o f the stock-exchange m an i­
pu la to rs  th a t is f ig h t in g  us. The 
England o f labor and the people 
is w ith  us.”

Today, the Soviet U n ion is 
again engaged in  a fie rce  s tru g ­
gle  aga inst another im p e ria lis t 
invader, G erm any. One o f the 
m ost po w erfu l weapons o f the 
Soviet U n ion, one w h ich  S ta lin  
neglects, is  a re vo lu tio n a ry  ap­
peal to  the  oppressed masses o f 
G erm any to  ove rth row  H it le r  and 
establish a w o rke rs ’ governm ent. 
The w orkers  o f G erm any long 
s u ffe r in g  under fasc is t ty ra n n y , 
would heed such an appeal, and 
strengthened by  the estab lish­
m ent o f a Soviet G erm any the 
in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta r ia t would go 
on to  fu r th e r  conquests.

Where You Can Get 
THE M IL ITA N T

Boston— A delm an’s Newsstand 
284 T rem on t St.

Chicago —  S ocia lis t Bookshop, 
Room 421, 160 N. W ells  St.

D e tro it— The S atu rday Book­
shop, Room 5, 3513 W ood­
w ard  Ave., open S atu rday 
evenings fro m  6 to  9 o’clock.

M inneapo lis —  S hinder’s News 
Agency, Hennepin Ave. and 
6 th  S t.; P ioneer News A gen­
cy, 238 2nd Ave. South.

N ew ark  (D o w n to w n )— News­
stand, 11 S pring fie ld  Ave., 
near C ourt House.

New  Haven —  N  o d e 1 m  a n ’s 
News Depot, 106 Church St., 
near Chapel.

New Y o rk  (H a rle m ) —  N ew s­
stands n o rth  w est corner o f 
Lenox Ave. and 125th St. 
and a t the  no rtheast corner 
o f Lenox Ave. and 135th St.

New  Y o rk  (G arm ent A re a ) —  
Newsstand, corner o f 38th 
S t. and 7th Ave.

New  Y o rk  (M a n h a tta n )— 14th 
St., between 4th and 7th 
Aves.; Newsstands on 42nd 
St., between 4 th  and 5th 

. Aves.
Rochester —  Newsstand, M ain 

St. and C lin ton  Ave., south­
east corner.

San Francisco —  Duncans 
Smoke Shop, 1986 S u tte r.

Seattle  —  E ckh a rt News, 102 
W ash ing ton S treet.

city were put on a starvation 
ap pro p ria tion  in  the la s t budget 
by the M ayor, m a in ly  in  response 
to  the pressure o f the  rea l estate 
in te rests and in  the name o f “ w a r 
economy.”

U n m in d fu l o f the fa c t th a t w ar 
b rings w ith  i t  a necessity fo r  in ­
creased health , recreationa l and j 
educational services, to  coun­
te ra c t in p a rt the inev itab le  
m alad justm ents o f the  c iv ilia n  
population, especially the  youth, 
the M ayor launched on his penny- 
p inch ing po licy o f c u ttin g  these 
very  services to  the bone as his 
con tribu tion  to  the w ar e f fo r t—  
and to  the rea l-esta te in te rests  in  
the fo rm  o f a low ering  o f the tax  
rate.

T H E  R E A L  C A U S E

The pro tests o f the educational 
s ta f f  w en t unheeded u n t i l  the  
recent m urde r o f a teacher and 
a fe w  o ther cases o f violence in  
the schools made th is  s itua tion  a 
fron t-p age  newspaper sensation. 
These incidents have m ere ly  
b ro ug h t in to  focus o f pub lic  
a tten tion  a s itua tion  wh ich has 
existed a ll year.

The underpriv ileged  ne ighbor­
hoods have long fe l t  the re su lt o f 
overcrowded classes, lack  o f 
recreationa l fa c ilit ie s , lack o f 
child w e lfa re  services, dental and 
health  services, and even the lack 
o f su ffic ie n t attendance officers 
to  deal w ith  the tru a n t s itua tion .

U nder no rm a l peace-time con­
d itions, th is  “ economy”  po licy 
would undoubtedly have resulted 
in  a rise o f ju ven ile  delinquency. 
W ith  the aggrava tion  o f w a r-tim e  
dislocations o f the home, th is  
“ war-econom y”  is tu rn in g  ou t to 
be a c r im in a lly  expensive po licy 
in  te rm s o f m ora le and human 
m ateria l.

Some o f the teacher o rgan iza­
tions have gone to  the  le n g th  o f 
ca llin g  fo r  police p ro tection  
aga inst delinquents. B y  no means 
a so lu tion  to  the d iff ic u lty , i t  is 
an expression o f the helplessness 
and jitte r in e s s  o f the  educational 
s ta ff.  T h is  condition, too, can be 
la id  a t the doorstep o f the M ayor 
and the budgetcutters.

F o r the  past yea r eve ry th ing  
has tended to  dem oralize the 
educational s ta ff,  ra th e r than  to  
streng then and reassure it .  Added 
to  the e x tra  duties, such as 
ra tio n in g , vacation du ty , a ir - ra id  
d r i l l,  etc., the  fa c t th a t the re  was 
a constant th re a t o f dism issals, 
cuts in s ta ff,  doub ling o f classes 
due to  lack o f substitu tes, has 
done trem endous harm  to  the 
m ora le o f  the teaching s ta ff,  and 
caused w hateve r jitte r in e s s  some 
o f them  are now  m an ifes ting .

W H A T  IS  N E E D E D

The s ix -p o in t p rog ram  ju s t p u t 
fo r th  by the  school o ffic ia ls  fo r  
m eeting  the  problem  o f juven ile  
delinquency is e n tire ly  inade­
quate and o n ly  a pa tch ing-up a f ­
fa ir .  I t  ca lls fo r  reduction o f class 
size in  the  a ffec ted  areas— to  39. 
I t  ca lls fo r  the  s h ift in g  o f 
teachers fro m  less-affected areas 
to  those where ju ven ile  de lin ­
quency is m ore preva len t. T h is  
would have the e ffe c t o f leav ing  
the problem  unsolved in  the w o rs t 
areas, and on ly  c rea ting  new 
areas o f troub le .

W ha t is needed is a rea l ex­
pansion o f the recreationa l and 
educational services in  a ll pa rts  
o f the c ity , the reduction o f class 
size to  at most 35 pup ils  per class, 
and th e  appo in tm ent o f a t least 
1000 new teachers to  take  care 
o f the  la rg e r num ber o f classes.

Lessons of 1918-1920

British Masses Helped To 
Defeat The Interventionists

The Demand For 
A Jewish Army

B y M . M orriso n

There can be no th in g  more 
pathetic  than  the spectacle o f the 
Jew ish na tiona lis ts  begging, ex­
h o rtin g  and dem anding perm is­
sion to organize an independent 
Jew ish a rm y  in  Palestine to  figh t 
fo r  democracy against H itle r .  
Huge advertisem ents appear in  
the large d a ily  newspapers n o tify ­
in g  the w orld  th a t an a rm y of 
200,000 Jews could easily be mob­
ilized and used to figh t the Axis 
powers in  Palestine. An im posing 
lis t  of p rom inen t Am ericans who 
endorse the pro ject is  appended 
to the advertisem ents. B u t the 
leaders of B r it is h  im peria lism , 
also figh ting  fo r  democracy ac­
cord ing to  the  o ffic ia l documents, 
are adamant and refuse to accept 
the a id  offered on behalf of de­
mocracy in  the form  of an inde­
pendent a rm y of Jews figh ting  in  
Palestine.

They who have suffe red m ost 
a t the hands o f fasc is t barbarism , 
they who. in  a ll p ro ba b ility , 
would f ig h t harder than any o ther 
a rm y aga inst H it le r ,  are b rus­
quely to ld  th a t the w e lfa re  o f the 
nations f ig h t in g  fo r  democracy 
cannot p e rm it the  organ iza tion  
o f an independent Jew ish arm y 
in  Palestine.

The campaign fo r a Jew ish 
a rm y and the refusal o f the lead­
ers o f B r it is h  im peria lism  to 
yie ld on th is  question are s ig n i­
fican t in  th a t together they show 
the reactionary  character o f of­
fic ia l Z ion ism  as w e ll as its  com­
plete in a b ili ty  to solve the Jewish 
problem.

*  *  *

Tn its  ea rly  progressive stage, 
cap ita lism  libera ted the Jew from  
the ghetto. I t  u tilized  the t ra in ­
in g  the Jew had received in  the 
com m ercial w o rld  —  a tra in in g  
w h ich was the consequence o f his 
be ing deprived, in  the  m iddle 
ages, o f the r ig h t  to  own land 
and to  be a m em ber o f the gu ilds 
—  to  fu r th e r  the developm ent o f 
cap ita lism .

In  its  stage o f decline, c a p ita l­
ism has no use fo r  the Jew ex­
cept as a scapegoat fo r  its  in a b il­
i t y  to  solve any o f the  problems 
co n fro n tin g  m ankind. I f  ca p ita l­
ism continues to  ex is t, the  Jew 
m ust the re fo re  be prepared fo r  
physica l ex term ina*ion or, at best, 
a re tu rn  to the ghetto  and the 
ye llow  badge. I f  society as a 
whole is faced w ith  the h is to ric  
a lte rn a tive  o f e ith e r socialism  and 
freedom or fasc is t s lavery, the 
Jew is confronted by th a t a lte r­
na tive  in  a fa r  m ore personal 
fo rm .

Quite na tu ra l is the grow th of 
Jewish na tiona lism  as a reaction 
to the g row th  o f an ti-S em itism . 
Generally speaking the n a tion a l­
ism  of an oppressed people is 
progressive in  character and 
there fore deserving of support by 
revo lu tiona ry  M arx is ts . I t  so 
happens, however, th a t the offic ia l 
na tiona lism  of the Jew has a reac­
tio n a ry  side to i t  and therefore 
cannot be supported by M arxists. 
T h is  is  so because i t  depends fo r 
the rea liza tion  of its  goal on 
e ithe r B r it is h  o r A m erican tm- 
e ria lism . The Jewish na tiona lis t 
belonging to a people w h ich  has 
m ost to lose by the continued ex­
istence of im peria lism , has tied 
h is  fate no t to a strugg le against 
th is  im peria lism  bu t to depend­
ence upon it .  T h is  reactionary 
side o f o ffic ia l Jew ish na tiona lism  
is  c lea rly  seen in  the campaign 
fo r  an independent Jew ish a rm y 
in  Palestine.

*  *

W hat w i l l  be the m ain func tion  
of the Jew ish arm y, i f  the B r it is h  
ru le rs  should pe rm it i t  to be or­
ganized? T h is is the essential 
question to  be answered w ith  re ­
ference to the campaign fo r such 
an arm y. The Jew ish na tion a l­
ists would no t raise such a hue 
and c ry  fo r  an independent a rm y 
i f  it. were on ly  a question of 
fig h tin g  against H itle r .  The an­
swer of the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  to 
a demand founded on such a mo­
tiv e  could ve ry  w e ll be th a t  the  
Jew can f ig h t H it le r  equa lly  w e ll 
as p a r t o f the B r it is h  a rm y. A nd 
w h ile  the answer is n o t adequate, 
we can w e ll im agine th a t i t  would 
sa tis fy  those who ag ita te  fo r  such 
an a rm y i t  tha t were th e ir  on ly 
purpose.

On ou r p a rt, i f  the fun c tion  o f 
a Jew ish a rm y were to  defend 
its e lf  aga inst violence from  any 
source there could no t possib ly be 
any ob jection to  it .  A  people has 
a r ig h t  to  defend its e lf  against 
violence. There are, I  presume, 
manv enthusiastic adherents o f 
the idea o f an independent Jew­
ish a rm y who sincere ly believe 
th a t th is  would be its  m ain pur- 
nose. B u t i t  is  ve ry  na ive fo r  any­
body to  ascribe th a t m otive  to 
the o ffic ia l leadership o f the 
movem cnt.

The opening o f recreationa l 
centers in a ll d is tr ic ts  o f the c ity  
to  take care o f w o rke rs ’ children 
t i l l  the parents re tu rn  from  w ork, 
and the expansion o f health  and 
ch ild  w e lfa re  services are u rg e n t­
ly  needed to  cone w ith  the present 
problem  o f m a lad justm en t and to  
p reven t fu tu re  delinquencies.

E ssen tia lly  the purpose o f such 
an a rm y  is to assure the creation 
o f a Jew ish state in  Palestine. 
Even th a t purpose would be per­
fec tly  le g itim a te  and ju s tifiab le  
were i t  no t th a t the movement 
fo r  the crea tion  of such a state 
is one depending upon and a lly ­
in g  its e lf  w ith  the im p e ria lis t 
w o rld  against the colon ia l w orld . 
There in  lies the reactionary  char­
acter o f o ffic ia l Z ion ism . Instead 
of appealing to the Arabs, who 
constitu te  a m a jo r ity  o f the in ­
habitants o f Palestine and the 
surround ing  te rr ito ry , fo r  a jo in t  
s trugg le fo r independence against 
B r it is h  im peria lism , o ffic ia l Z ion­
ism, in  ac tu a lity , is an in s tru m en t 
of B r it is h  im peria lism  against the 
A rab world .

We can understand and sym ­
pathize w ith  the desire o f some 
Jews to escape the an ti-S em itic  
persecution in  Europe and A m er­
ica by s e ttlin g  in  Palestine. T h is  
cannot solve the Jew ish problem. 
Nevertheless, the Jew who wants 
to settle in  Palestine e ith e r to 
escape an ti-S em itic  persecution o r 
to create and conserve Jewish cu l­
tu re  ought to have the r ig h t  to 
do so. B u t th a t r ig h t, in  v iew  of 
the actual s itu a tio n  in  Palestine, 
m ust be exercised w ith  the con­
sent and cooperation of the Arabs.

R evo lu tionary  A rabs are in  
du ty  bound to  f ig h t  fo r  the r ig h t  
o f the  Jew to  enter Palestine. 
B u t on ly  under the condition th a t 
Jew ish na tiona lism  should no t 
cons titu te  its e lf  in f ' '  a p rop  o f 
B r it is h  im p e ria lism . To r id  its e lf  
com ple te ly o f its  reac tiona ry  side, 
Jew ish nationalism  m ust make its  
appeal to  the A rab  w orld  assur­
in g  the A rabs th a t under no c ir ­
cumstance would i t  use force 
against them in  order to  estab­
lish  a Jew ish state.

T do no t mean to say th a t those 
who are anxious to settle in  Pa­
lestine in  order to escape persecu­
tion  o r to create a Jew ish cu ltu re  
w i l l  succeed in  so lv ing  a ll th e ir  
d iff ic u lt ie s  by an o rie n ta tio n  o f 
reaching an understand ing w ith  
the Arabs on the basis o f a jo in t 
s trugg le against B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism. A ll th a t such an o rien ta tion  
can do im m ed ia te ly  is to enable 
revo lu tiona ry  and progressive 
Arabs to strugg le fo r  the r ig h t  
of the Jews to settle in  Palestine.

Since an independent Jew ish 
a rm y w i l l  in e v ita b ly  be used no t 
on ly  to pa rtic ipa te  in  the  im per­
ia lis t  c o n flic t bu t also fo r  the es­
tab lishm ent o f a Jew ish state 
against the w i l l  o f the A rab peo­
ple and in  dependence upon im ­
peria lism . M arx is ts  cannot pos- 
s ih ly  support the campaign fo r  
such an arm y.

*  $  *

The fact th a t B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism refuses to consent to the o r­
ganization o f an independent Jew­
ish a rm y does not a lte r the es­
sential character and purpose of 
the proposed a rn iv . B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lis ts  have th e ir  own reasons 
fo r  opposing the creation of such 
an a rm y at the present tim e. 
Thev do not w ant to set. a prece­
dent of p e rm ittin g  an independ­
ent a rm y  in  any o f th e ir  colonies. 
And, under the p a rtic u la r c ir ­
cumstances, they do no t w a n t to 
antagonize the Arabs who, to ­
gether w ith  a ll o ther Mohammed­
ans, represent a fa r  m ore im ­
po rtan t fac to r fo r B r it is h  im per­
ia lism  than do the Jews. The 
Arabs fea r an independent a rm y 
fo r  the  same reason th a t they 
fear an independent Jewish state: 
that, w i l l  be used against them  
and not against the B rit is h .

The Jewish bourgeois na tiona l­
is ts  have no troub le  in  ge tting  the 
support of some in flu e n tia l A m er­
icans fo r  the sim ple reason th a t 
Am erican im peria lism  is in d if fe r ­
ent to the problems and d if f i­
cu lties o f B r it is h  im peria lism  
connected w ith  the Jew ish arm y. 
T ha t o ffic ia l Jewish na tiona lism  
depends upon im peria lism  is in ­
dicated by the fact, th a t i t  tu rns  
to Am erican im peria lism  fo r  aid 
a fte r B r it is h  im peria lism  has re ­
jected its  demand.

The Jewish na tion a lis ts  do no t 
th in k  o f launch ing a cam paign 
am ongst a ll co lon ia l peoples fo r  
th e ir  r ig h t  to  organize independ­
ent. arm ies. They do no t th in k  o f 
o rgan iz ing  a cam paign fo r  a 
Jo in t a rm v o f A rabs and Jews to  
defend the independence o f P a l­
estine aga inst a ll invaders and 
im p e ria lis t exp lo ite rs.

R evo lu tiona ry  socia lists can 
never become enthusiastic about 
the idea o f crea ting  a new na- 
tiop.al state in  th is  epoch o f h i ­
s to ry  when the productive  forces 
demand the abo lition  of a ll na­
tion a l boundaries. B u t they w i l l  
support the r ig h t  o f a ll peoples 
in c lud in g  t ile  Jews, to have a 
homeland and preserve a cu ltu re  
which thev cherish. In  the last 
analvsis th is  can be achieved fo r 
the Jew's on ly  w ith  the v ic to ry  o f 
the  w 'ork ing  masses. U n t i l  then 
those Jews who w a n t th a t r ig h t  
m ust come to  an agreem ent w ith  
the A rabs on the basis o f m ak ing  
common cause w ith  the colon ia l 
w o rld  aga inst the  im p e ria lis t 
w o rld .

B y C. T H O M A S

’Twas brilliß-, and the s lith y  toves
D id  ßyre and g im ble  in  the  wabe; 

A l l  m im sy were the borogroves.
A nd the mome ra ths  outgrabe.
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta r ia t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

peria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w o rke f.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  un ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by the  gov* 
e m in e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
un ion s , to  tra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2. T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’  c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T ra d e  U n ions .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . D e fend  the  S ovie t U n io n  against im ­
p e r ia lis t a ttack .

World Police Force 
Would Be Aimed A t  
The Working Masses

By A . Roland

The first anniversary of the formal coalition of 
the United Nations sees the leaders of these coun­
tries far more certain of m ilita ry victory than of 
reaping the fruits of that victory. Their speeches, 
one and all, reveal men who feel haunted by the 
ghost of the future, i t  is jogging their elbows, 
demanding solutions for the vast problems that 
w ill face them tomorrow in the post-war world. 
They cannot lay the ghost, for they are bankrupt 
of any ideas that would lead the world forward to 
a new and better plane of living.

It is capitalist society that gave birth to the war. 
Such wars are inevitable in a society in which the 
capitalist nations, dominated by vast monopolies, 
are bound to compete w ith each other, by every 
means possible, for the markets of the world. The 
Second World War continues the struggle of the 
First World War for the same major purposes. I f  
the present society continues to exist after this war, 
then one can predict w ith assurance that a Th ird  
World War is in the offing— a war that w ill drag 
civilization down still further.

Lessons o f Last 25 Years
There is one great difference, however, between 

this war and the last one. The events of the chaotic 
epoch between the wars, particularly those that 
acted as the immediate précipitants of the war, 
served as mass lessons dealing with the foundations 
of society. The rise of the murderous Nazis to 
power in Germany was seen to be connected with 
the treatment of Germany after the last war 
through the Versailles Treaty. I t  was seen to be 
connected also with the economic rivalries among 
the great powers, England, for example, helped 
both passively and actively in the rearmament of 
Germany under H itler in order to balance-a strong 
Germany against a strong France. But above ail 
it has been made clear that H itler rose to power in 
Germany as a result of the class struggle, with the 
big bankers and financiers giving the Nazis every 
assistance against the working class.

The Nazis drew the greatest sparks in their 
propaganda before they came to power by their
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Asks C am paign On 
Davies' M ovie Smear
E d ito r:

W h y  don’t  you ru n  a cam paign 
in  The M il ita n t  aga inst the 
Davies’ m ovie, “ M ission to  M os­
cow ?”  A f te r  a ll, th is  f ilm  is a 
slanderous smear weapon in  the 
hands o f the em ployers and 
S ta lin is ts  and they w i l l  use i t  to 
a tta ck  T ro ts k y  and the revo­
lu tio n a ry  movement. T ro ts k y  was 
the  rea l defender o f th e  Soviet 
U n ion  b u t he is now  p ic tu red  as 
an agent o f H it le r .  T h is  m ust no t 
go unanswered.

J. M .
New Y o rk  C ity

No Adequate C h ild  
Care On W est Side
E d ito r:

I  read M arie  T a y lo r ’s a rtic le  on 
ch ild ren ’s nurseries and agree 
w ith  her th a t som eth ing should 
be done— now! I  have a  2 year 
old daughte r and liv e  on the 
low er west side in  M anhattan . 
The on ly  nu rse ry  near me is  one 
operated by  Greenwich House, a 
so-called se ttlem ent house fo r  
the  “ w e lfa re  o f the under­
p riv ileged .”

U pon exam ination  I  found th a t 
the House would charge me 
around $16 a m onth to  care fo r  
m y ch ild , and add on top o f th a t 
a fee fo r  lunches. T h is  seems to  
me to  be an e xh o rb itan t ra te  to  
charge because by the  tim e  a ll 
charges are pa id i t  runs around 
$5 p'er week.

B u t on top  o f th is , the  House 
on ly  keeps the  ch ild ren  fro m  9:30 
in the  m orn ing  u n t il 3, in  the 
afte rnoon , five days a week. W h a t 
he lp is th a t to  a w o rk in g  pa ren t?

There m ust be thousands o f 
parents liv in g  on the  lo w e r W est 
Side who are in  the same posi­
t io n . I t  is  h igh  tim e  th a t  the 
trade  unions p u t some rea l pres­
sure on fo r  governm ent-sponsor­
ed and financed nurseries fo r  
"working m others.

P. A .
New Y o rk  C ity

im m edia te re l ie f  fo r  the  Boston 
w orkers.

B. W .
Boston, Mass.

Oil Shortage Brings 
H ardsh ip to  Boston
E d ito r:

The shortage o f fu e l o il in  the 
eastern states seems m ost acute 
here in  Boston. In  the m a jo r ity  
o f w o rke rs ’ homes here heating  
is done by us ing  the m ethod o f a 
com bination cooking and heating  
range in  the  k itchen  w h ich  uses 
o il fo r  fue l. T h is  is the  on ly  heat 
in  m ost cases. In  the  sub-zero 
wave we had a week ago there 
was l i t t le  o r no o il a t  a ll, and as 
a re s u lt thousands o f w orkers 
and th e ir  fam ilies  were forced to  
s tay in  heatless homes fo r  days.

Housewives fro m  one w o rk in g  
class d is tr ic t  organized a p icke t 
line  around the S tate House to  
demand o il fo r  th e ir  fam ilies . 
Sm all o il dealers were mobbed as 
they w en t th rou gh  the  streets o f 
these d is tr ic ts  w ith  th e ir  trucks. 
The N egro section was especially 
hard h it,  as a lw ays, because o f 
the  te rr ib le  condition o f the 
tenem ents and the heating  equip­
ment.

Vested in te rests  are responsible 
fo r  th is  s itua tion  fo r  they have 
cons is ten tly  blocked the bu ild in g  
o f o il pipe lines and canals w h ich 
would have operated in  com peti­
tion  w ith  the  ra ilroads.

There doesn’t  appear to  be any

Union Q uits Jo in t 
Speedup Com m ittee
E d ito r:

The ship w orkers in  Seattle are 
fed up w ith  labor-m anagem ent 
com m ittees and regard  them  as 
an em ployer in s tru m e n t fo r  shov­
in g  thr&ugh the speed-up and 
b reaking down un ion conditions.

Local 104 o f the  In te rn a tio n a l 
B rotherhood o f B oile rm akers, 
Iro n  Ship B uilders, W elders and 
Helpers, A F L  has gone o ffic ia lly  
on record aga inst such com m it­
tees and cites its  own experience 
as a w a rn in g  to  o th e r w orkers.

The Dec. 10 issue o f the 104 
Reporter, o ff ic ia l paper o f the  
union local, had th is  to  say, 
“ A bo lishm en t o f the  labor-m an­
agem ent com m ittees in  a ll yards 
and shops under 104 ju r is d ic tio n  
and the im m edia te w ith d ra w a l o f 
a ll 104 members on the  com m it­
tees was voted p ra c tic a lly  un ­
an im ously a t the 104 general 
m eetings la s t week.

“ The action fo llow ed charges 
th a t the com m ittees had been set 
up sole ly to  speed production and 
had become enmeshed in  a v a rie ty  
o f o the r m a tte rs .”

T h is  reference to  “ a v a r ie ty  o f 
o ther m a tte rs ”  re fe rs  to  the 
S ta lin is ts  in  the  local who tr ie d  
to  use the  com m ittees as a 
fo ru m  fo r  “ second f ro n t  in  E u ­
rope”  ag ita tio n .

W orkers  should take note o f 
the Seattle bo ile rm akers ’ ex­
perience.

G. H.
Seattle, W ash.

denunciations of the iniquitous Versailles Treaty 
that enchained the German masses for the benefit 
o f the victorious Allies. This treaty was their 
greatest stock in trade. Anyone who is really con­
cerned with making the future different from the 
past, would be obligated then to avoid a new Ver­
sailles. But what do the "statesmen”  propose?

They propose a super-Versailles, with the iron 
heel quadrupled in thickness. Roosevelt, Wallace, 
Churchill, Cripps, all favor the police domination 
of Germany and Japan after the war. They speak 
of an "international police force," an "interna­
tional”  council, an "international”  court. In ac­
tua lity  this is an abuse of the term. I t  means 
clearly a new League of Victorious Powers with 
far greater functions and strength than the mori­
bund League of Nations. Germany and Japan 
would be disarmed completely, perhaps even 
dismembered. The statesman Wallace proposed 
that Germany be disarmed and prevented from 
having or building airplanes or tanks for 25 or 50 
years. He says plainly he wants a world council and 
world machinery to keep disarmed those parts of 
the world which would threaten the peace.

Wallace carries these views to such extremes that 
even the N. Y. Times feels called upon to ad­
minister an editorial reproof! He wants not only 
m ilitary, but "psychological”  disarmament— for 
the Germans and Japanese, to be accomplished by 
supervising the schools of the defeated countries. 
This goes a b it too far even for the Times. That 
paper shrewdly— and this time without criticism— 
remarks: “ And fam iliar criticisms of the ‘harsh­
ness’ of the Versailles Treaty have somehow 
evaporated in the intensity of our determination to 
impose a firm peace at the end of this war."

W hat Do T hey W ant?
The policing of defeated nations can hardly be 

called an aim of the war. What do the capitalist 
statesmen propose positively? The conspiracy to 
put o ff discussion of this question has not suc- 
ceeded'too well. The simply extraordinary attention 
suddenly focussed on the shrinking and innocuous 
Beveridge plan w ill not serve for long to hold up 
the discussion. President Roosevelt gave three aims 
of the war in his Jan. 1 address on the occasion of 
the anniversary of the United Nations pact: the 
crushing of the “ bandit assault on civilization,”  
the organizing of relations among the nations so 
that the “ forces of barbarism can never again break 
loose,”  cooperation so that "mankind may enjoy 
in peace and freedom the unprecedented blessings 
which Divine Providence through the progress of 
civilization has put within our reach.”

Churchill of a ll the Allied leaders has been the 
most blunt in his expression of war aims. He says 
plainly he wants to hold on to what he’s got. He 
wants the Empire to remain intact after this war. 
l ie means this not only as applied to Germany and 
Japan, but to the United States or any other power 
as well. Churchill w ill talk trade treaties with Hull 
to help alleviate trade rivalries as much as possible, 
but he has no illusions (nor do the others have 
any) that the end of the war w ill change the con­
ditions that existed before the war. The English 
press is filled with ta lk of the post-war riva lry  be­
tween the United States and England in the matter 
of air routes and trade.

It is perfectly clear that the statesmen who are 
conducting the war are empty of any ideas for a 
new world. And that means that they are bank­
rupt. They can only strive to restore the status quo 
that existed before the war— or actually to go back­
ward historically by attempting to break up a 
great nation, Germany. Far from eliminating the 
conditions that lead to capitalist wars, they would 
lay the foundations for the next great world war, 
just as did Wilson, Clemenceau and Lloyd George. 
They are bankrupt because the capitalist system; 
is bankrupt.

The statesmen do not worry about the reaction 
that might spread in a defeated country due to a 
new and worse Versailles. They were not opposed 
to the H itler who came to power in Germany by 
crushing the working class. They were opposed to 
to the H itler who wished to expand German im­
perialism at the expense of the other powers.

Who W ill Be P o liced?
The aim of salvaging capitalism and maintain­

ing the status quo faces this contradiction. H itler 
represents the capitalists of Germany, even though 
he is a dictator. Who w ill take the power in Ger­
many after his defeat by the Allies? The logical 
successor would be those crushed by H itler inside 
Germany; namely, the workers and toilers. But 
that would be a blow at world capitalism. It is this 
contradiction more than anything else that leads 
to the desire to police the defeated countries. They 
are to be policed not against the already defeated 
Hitler, not against the m ilita ry  clique that w'ould 
disappear with him, but against the workers who 
might then attempt to take the power.

I f  the United Nations see the possibility that 
they may have to police Europe for a long time 
after the war, i t  is because i t  w ill take a long time 
indeed to impose a new dictatorship of the capital­
ist rulers of Germany on an unwilling German 
people. The war against H itler would thus turn into 
a war against the workers of Germany. These 
workers were not the perpetrators of Nazi bar­
barism; they were the first victims of that bar­
barism. The attempt to make them responsible for 
I litle r w ill not succeed. They arc least of all guilty.

It is the workers of the world who along with 
all the oppressed peoples can carry civilization 
forward to a higher plane. The solution to the 
problems of the future, to the elimination of 
capitalist wars, lies in the establishing of a socialist 
form of society. The German workers can aid 
m ightily  in bringing about this really new society. 
That is why they must not be permitted to become' 
the victims of victorious capitalism.

B E H E M O T H : S T R U C TU R E  A N D  P R A C TIC E
OF N A T IO N A L  S O C IA L IS M  by F ranz  N eu­
mann. O xfo rd  U n iv e rs ity  Press, 1942. 532 pp.
$4.00.

W ith in  the las t few  years we have been 
swamped by  a flood  o f sup e rfic ia l lite ra tu re  a t­
tem p tin g  to c la ss ify  Nazism  as eve ry th in g  fro m  
a pagan n ih il is t ic  concept to  a so-called m an­
ageria l revo lu tion . “ Behem oth”  by F ranz N eu­
mann is one o f the  fe w  w orks on th is  subject 
which has tr ie d  to  c la r ify  and lo g ic a lly  analyze 
the character o f the  N a z i s ta te  on the basis o f 
known economic, social and p o lit ic a l data.

The au thor, a Germ an Social-Dem ocrat, a l­
though sugar-coating  the  ro le  o f the  Social-Dem ­
ocracy and w h itew ash ing  the  na tu re  o f A llie d  
im peria lism , has nevertheless perform ed a g re a t 
service in  producing fac ts  to  prove h is m ain  
thesis, th a t Nazism  is  the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f mono­
po ly cap ita lism .

In  sp ite  o f his aforem entioned lim ita tio n s , Neu­
mann is forced to  a d m it th a t the  lib e ra l cap i­
ta lis t  and labo r leaders were unable to  h a lt o r 
counteract tendency tow a rd  economic concentra­
tio n  and the g ro w th  o f fasc is t groups. U nde r the 
Nazis, he shows, th is  process was speeded up 
w ith  the re s u lt th a t the sta te  and the ru lin g  pa r­
ty  have become fused to  a h ith e rto  unprecedent­
ed degree.

T h a t is, whereas the state d u rin g  the era o f 
a lib e ra l bourgeois democracy was sub ject to  
the pressures and in fluences o f c o n flic tin g  groups 
even among the ru l in g  classes, the  sta te  under 
fascism has become e n tire ly  fused w ith in  the  p re ­
dom inant c a p ita lis t s tra ta . Even then the process 
o f com petitive  e lim in a tio n  in  business does no t 
cease, fo r  among the m embers o f ca p ita lis t-N a z i 
ru lin g  clique the  s trugg le  fo r  economic con tro l 
continues, w ith  the weaker cap ita lis ts  such as 
Thysscn succumbing to  the  s trong e r such as 
Goering.

Neum ann’s analyses o f N az i ra c ia l and geo­
p o lit ic a l theories are h ig h ly  commendable. He 
shows how the fo rm e r has resu lted in  the ac­
cre tion  to  the cap ita lis ts  o f huge p ro fits  th rough  
the confiscation o f Jew ish p ro p e rty  and the e li­
m ination  o f the Jew ish m iddle class, and the la t ­
te r  as c o n s titu tin g  crude ra tio na liza tion s  and ju s ­
tifica tio n s  fo r  German im peria lism .

R egard ing the the o ry  th a t  Germ any is a m an­
ageria l state, Neum ann quotes an in te re s tin g  
N azi law :

“ In tensified  com petition and the low  price level 
resu ltan t the re from  have b ro ug h t nearer the p o in t 
a t w h ich the ru in  o f en terprises valuable to  our 
national economy is threatened. . . The state 
m ust receive g re a te r power in  order to  prevent 
the c losing down o f p lan ts  and the s lash ing o f 
prices to  preserve such enterprises. . .”  (S ta tu te  
o f J u ly  15. 1933.) T h is  prom ise —  fo r  g rea te r 
m onopolization, h igher m onopoly prices and state 
subsid ization and loans to  la rge  producers —  is 
one, as the au tho r shows, wh ich has re a lly  been 
kept.

The book is r ic h  in  m a te ria l show ing the ex­
te n t to  which German B ig  Business has p ro f i t ­
ed in recent years as a re su lt o f conquest, the 
de te rio ra tion  o f wages and liv in g ' standards 
among the w orkers, ve rtica l and ho rizon ta l m on­

opo liza tion  and in te g ra tio n  o f business and the 
contro ls  w h ich  the cap ita lis ts  use to m a in ta in  
th e ir  reg im e.

Reviewed by James Cadman.

A  T IM E  FO R G R E A TN E S S  by H e rbe rt A g a r.
L it t le ,  B row n, 1942. 301 pages. $2.50.

I t  is a lw ays w ith  some apprehension th a t one 
approaches books on cu rre n t p o lit ic a l and social 
problems th a t have been h ig h ly  praised by the 
libe ra ls . F o r such books are genera lly  f i l le d  w ith  
tiresom e, w indy  p la titudes, and one puts them  
down w ith  a fee ling  o f re g re t fo r  wasted tim e  
and eyesight.

B u t H e rbe rt A g a r ’s book —  which has been 
hailed as one o f the g re a t documents o f the 
w ar —  had a d iffe re n t e ffec t, a t least on th is  
reader. The book is so bad th a t i t  is  no t bo ring , 
and i t  is so useless as an aid to  so lv ing  the se ri­
ous problem s imposed on the masses by the  w ar 
th a t i t  is  use fu l as an e x h ib it o f the  m iddle class, 
libe ra ls ’ u t te r  bankrup tcy . F o r th is  reason i t  can 
be recommended w ith o u t any reservations to 
w orkers who s t i l l  have illus ions  about the lib ­
erals.

Things arc  in  a mess, says A g a r —  a ll k inds 
o f th in g s : po litics , m o ra lity , ra c ia l re la tions, gov­
ernm ent, business, labo r re la tions, and again 
m o ra lity . W hy  did i t  a ll happen?. A g a r has the 
answers: we were se lfish, we were m a te ria lis tic , 
we were too concerned w ith  economic problem s 
and no t enough w ith  m ora l p rinc ip les. “ We have 
d im inished our lives by foo lish  sins, by unneces­
sary re fusa ls  to  th in k  s tra ig h t. W e can rep a ir 
the w rong the m inute  we convince ourselves o f 
the need fo r  seriousness.”

T h is  is a tim e  fo r  greatness, lie  says, so le t 
us be g rea t. I t  is a tim e  fo r  g randeur and ad­
venture. We m us t have fa ith  and p u t an end to 
the ev il o f ig n o rin g  princ ip les . W h a t are these 
p rinc ip les  and how do they w o rk?  A g a r sees 
them  in  the teachings o f the F ound ing F a thers, 
o f W ashing ton, H a m ilton , Madison, Je ffe rson 
L e t us be g re a t as they  were, and eve ry th in g  w il l  
w o rk  ou t w e ll. We can ignore ou r tra d itio n s  o f 
greatness on ly  a t the p e r il o f los ing  the  w a r 
o r o f w in n in g  the  w a r and los ing  the  peace.

And so fo r  the m ost p a r t the  book goes, w ith  
A g a r de live rin g  sermons on the  necessity fo r  
m aking po litics  “ h igh-m inded”  —  “ The way to  
make the Dem ocratic P a rty  (o r the Republican 
P a r ly )  a more e d ify in g  s ig h t is to make Demo­
cra ts  (o r Republicans) be tte r men.”  On the ne­
cessity fo r  businessmen no t to  be so se lfish  and 
unreasonable. On the  necessity fo r  the unions 
n o t to  advocate the closed shop. On the  neces­
s ity  fo r  newspaper publishers to  be less irrespon­
sible, etc.

One th in g  on ly need be added. A g a r finished 
th is  book in  a h u rry  la s t sum m er, because he was 
being called to  du ty  in  the N avy . A t  the tim e  
he was conducting a colum n in  PM . and the In ­
dian masses were conducting a s tru g g le  fo r  in ­
dependence aga inst th e ir  B r it is h  ru le rs . A g a r 
finished o f f  his jo u rn a lis tic  du ties w ith  a num ber 
o f p a rtic u la r ly  v ile  slanders aga inst the Ind ian  
masses. So much fo r  his appeals to  the tra d itio n s  
o f the F ound ing F a thers.

Reviewed by P h ilip  B lake.

German People No Longer 
Fooled By Hitler’s Lies

-------------------  B y E D IT H  K A N E  -------------------

Each year since the beginn ing o f the w a r H it le r  has 
prom ised the German people v ic to ry . 1942, he said -a 
year ago, would be decisive. A s  1943 begins, he speaks 
o f “ f ig h tin g  fo r  ou r ve ry  existence.”  Though he boasts 
o f the yea r’s m il ita ry  successes, the best -prospects 
he can o ffe r  the w ar-w eary  G erm an people fo r  the 
fu tu re  are a con tinua tion  and in tens ifica tion  o f the 
s u ffe r in g  o f la s t year w ith  the end nowhere in  s ig h t.

O n ly by enduring  in  the w a r u n t il a l l  o the r arm ies 
have collapsed, he stressed, w i l l  the  German people 
be able to  escape the consequences o f a second V e r­
sailles T rea ty . T h is  constant rem inder o f the  m ise ry  
a w a itin g  them  as a conquered people is s t i l l  one o f 
H i t le r ’s m ost persuasive argum ents. A nd  a ll the s ta te ­
ments o f post w a r plans made by spokesmen o f the 
U n ited N a tions on ly  tend to  re in fo rce  its  effectiveness.

Behind the f ro n t  o f b ra gg ing  dem agogy i t  is pos­
sible to  discern a note o f fea r. Some ind ica tion  o f  the 
reason fo r  th is  is g iven in  the re p o rt o f a Swedish 
sk illed  w o rke r on his re tu rn  home a f te r  th ir t y  m onths 
o f w o rk  in Germ any. (N .Y . T im es, Dec. 28 and Jan. 1.)

The German w orkers, he says, are apa the tic  about 
the w a r. They congregate in  fa c to ry  washroom s and 
openly c r it ic iz e  the reg im e and the N a z i p a rty .

A l l  w orkers, na tive  o r fo re ig n , w o rk  a m in im um  o f 
60 hours a week— to  w h ich  is added com pulsory over­
tim e  o f 5 to 12 hours. The Swedish w o rke r produced 
pay slips covering some o f the  period he w orked in  
Germ any to  show w ha t happens to  wages. O ne-fourth  
o f th e ir  m eager pay is deducted fo r  the N a z i W in te r 
H e lp  Fund, insurance, income tax , etc. Russian and 
Polish w orkers  receive, in  add ition , sizeable deduc­
tions as “ con tribu tions  to  recons truc tion ”  o f th e ir  
fo rm e r homeland.

News o f the ordeals o f the sold iers and loss o f l i fe  
on the  Russian f r o n t  a ffec ts  m ost o f the  German 
fam ilies . T h is  and th e ir  own p riva tio n s  created w h a t 
the re p o rte r ca lls “ an u g ly , a n g ry  mood.”

There is no th ing  to  ind ica te  th a t the ne x t period 
w il l  soften th a t mood. F rom  such l i t t le  groups o f 
ang ry  w orkers w i l l  emerge the m ig h ty  revo lu tiona ry  
movement th a t w ill sweep H it le r  and his lik e  o f f  the 
face o f the earth .

Small Businessmen Are 
Being Driven to the Wall

------------------------  B y C. W IL L IA M S  ------------------------

The w a r, w h ich  has b rough t a trem endous increase 
in  p ro fits  fo r  B ig  Business, has m eant the  end o f 
tens o f thousands o f sm a ll businesses.

F irs t  h it  were auto re ta ile rs , mechanics and 
accessory dealers, gasoline sta tions and e lec trica l 
supp ly stores. The W a r P roduction  Board estim ated 
by las t sum m er th a t 31,000 sm all businesses would be 
shut down by Oct., 19-12.

N ow  thousands m ore are go ing  to  the w a ll. These 
w i l l  include grocers, butchers and o ther sm a ll food 
re ta ile rs . O n ly a fra c tio n  o f the 1,770,335 sm all m er­
chants in  the U . S. w i l l  be in  business when the  w a r 
ends.

Such were the  pred ictions o f Donald M . Nelson, 
W PB chairm an, in  a s ta tem ent on Dec. 31:

“ In  connection w ith  our d is tr ib u tio n  system we m ust 
square ly face the fa c t th a t the  en tire  lin e  o f some 
d is tr ib u to rs  w i l l  be e lim inated , and m a jo r p a rts  o f 
the lines o f others w i l l  no longer be available. . . T h is  
means the e lim in a tio n  o f m any stores.”

A bo u t 75 years ago, K a r l M a rx , founder o f the 
m odern soc ia lis t movement, fo re to ld  the e lim in a tio n  
o f the sm all businessman, forced under by  B ig  B usi­
ness com petition. T h is  has been ta k in g  place ever 
since the beg inn ing o f cap ita lism . The w a r has on ly  
speeded up the process.

The soc ia lis t m ovem ent believes th a t the  g re a t 
masses o f people m ust socia lly  own thef B ig  Business 
un its , and operate them n o t fo r  p ro fits  b u t fo r  use. 
To re tu rn  to scattered in e ffic ie n t un its  would be 
reactionary . N o t ’ backward to  sm all business, b u t fo r ­
w ard  to  socialism  is the on ly  road fo r  the  masses.

Why Do the Employers 
Oppose Food Subsidies?

------------------------ B y C. C H A R LE S  ------------------------

The ending o f the governm ent m ilk  subsidy in  
New  Y o rk , Chicago and D u lu th -S upe rio r was a 
tr iu m p h  fo r  the c a p ita lis t class. The p ro fits  o f the 
la rge  da iries w i l l  now increase.

W hy did the c a p ita lis t class demand an end to  the 
subsidy? How did the subsidy w ork?

Do no t ge t the idea th a t the  c a p ita lis t class is 
opposed to subsidies because o f h igh  and noble p r in ­
ciples. N o th in g  o f the k ind . The on ly  p r in c ip le  o f the 
c a p ita lis t class is pro fits . I f  subsidies he lp them  ge t 
p ro fits , they a rc  fo r  subsidies; i f  they  can m ake m ore 
p ro fits  w ith o u t them , they  are aga ins t them .

A s an exam ple o f how subsidies operated to  keep 
prices down, le t us assume the producers o f a ce rta in  
item  have d if fe r in g  costs o f production. (P ro fits  are 
included in  the costs o f p roduction .)

L e t us say th a t on e -fifth  o f the  producers could 
m anufactu re  and sell th a t item  a t 70 cents, another 
f i f th  a t 80, another f i f th  a t 90 and s t i l l  ano the r f i f th  
a t $1.

E ig h ty  per cent o f the producers the re fo re  could 
make the item  a t $1 and rea lize  p ro fits . H owever, 
another f i f th  o f the  producers could m anufactu re  and 
sell th a t com m odity  and make a p ro fit  on ly  i f  the  
price were $1.10.

I f  the governm ent wishes to  set the ce iling  prices 
a t $1 and s t i l l  keep the  la s t g roup  o f producers in  
opera tion i t  can on ly do so by g iv in g  the  $1.10 group 
a 10 cent subsidy on each item .

I f  i t  does no t subsidize the la s t g roup  and s t i l l  
desires to keep i t  in  opera tion, i t  can do so on ly  by 
p e rm ittin g  everyone’s price on the item  to  go up to  
$1.10. In  th is  case i t  means th a t the ra te  o f p ro fit  fo r  
the 80% who can m anufacture  the item  a t $1.00 w i l l  
r ise  by 10 cents an item .

The governm ent has up to  now been m ak ing  a 
pretense o f keeping the m ilk  prices down by  subsidies. 
The b ig  da iries demanded th a t subsidies be abolished.. 
A nd the OP A  hastened to  obey them .

W ho said a n y th in g  about ta k in g  p ro fits  ou t o f war?.


