
Belgian Trotskyist Leader Dies 
In Prison at Hands of the Nazis

Leon Lesoil, lead ing member of the T ro ts k y is t movement in 
Belgium , has died a t the hands o f the Nazis in  a Belg ian prison, 
according to in fo rm a tio n  received by the B r it is h  Socialist Appeal 
and p rin ted  in  its  Oct. issue.

Prom inent member of the R evo lu tionary Socia list P arty  of B e l­
gium , a ffilia te  of the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l, Comrade Lesoil p a r t i­
cipated in, a ll the na tiona l meetings and conferences of the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l held on the European continent.

H is life  was inseparable fo r  the  last 30 years from  the life  
of the w o rk ing  class in  the Belg ian Charle ro i d is tr ic t  where he 
lived as a m in in g  draughtsm an. As a m il ita n t  figh ter he was 
driven  from  his w ork  and v ic tim ized by the m ineowners.

A fte r the last w ar he was one of the pioneer members and founders 
of the Belgian Com m unist Party. He was driven  ou t of the pa rty  at 
the tim e of the expulsion of the T ro tsky is t Le ft Opposition from  the 
Com m unist In te rna tiona l.

He Im m ediate ly th rew  h im se lf in to  the w ork  of the L e ft Opposi­
tion  and was la rge ly  responsible fo r the system atic way in  w h ich our 
Belgian comrades conducted th e ir  ac tiv itie s  under d iff ic u lt  c ircum ­
stances.

Leon Lesoil was loved not on ly  by our comrades bu t also by 
thousands of m iners. When the great s tr ik e  movements swept the 
Belg ian coal fields, workers would w a lk  m iles to hear h im  address 
meetings in  the public square o r from  the balcony o f the Town H a ll. 
Social-Democrats, S ta lin is ts  and Synd ica lists also recognized Lesoil 
as a leading m il ita n t in  battle.

A t th is  tim e when the S ta lin is ts  slander the T ro tsky is ts  and 
t r y  to l in k  them w ith  the Nazis, H it le r  has s tru ck  another blow 
a t the Belgian workers by the m urder of Comrade Lesoil. H is  
death at the hands of the Nazis gives the lie  to these fou l S ta lin is t 
slanders.

We salute the m emory of our Comrade Leon Lesoil, a fro n t line  
figh te r in  the w orkers ' battles, a ga llan t sold ier o f the F ourth  In te r­
national who died a m a rty r in  the socia list struggle against cap ita lis t 
reaction.
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ELECTION RESULTS SHOW 
NEED FOR A LABOR PARTY

Next Week
T H E  M IL IT A N T  w i l l  p r in t :
A con tinuation  o f the  re p o rt 

on the CIO  Convention by 
F e lix  M orrow , onr special co r­
respondent now in  Boston.

A  stenographic re p o rt o f 
James P. Cannon’s h is to ric  
speech a t the New  Y o rk  cele­
b ra tion  o f the tw e n ty -f if th  an­
n ive rsa ry  o f the Russian Revo­
lu tion .

OPA Lets Price Rise

CIO Opens Fifth Annual 
Convention In Boston
Murray Report Distorts Meaning of Roosevelt's Labor Record; 
Discussion on Anti-Jim Crow Fight Livens 2nd Day's Sessions

By Felix Morrow
BOSTON, Nov. 9. — The fifth convention of the CIO opened here today, with President j 

Philip M urray making unmistakably clear, in his printed report and his first speech to the dele- I 
gates, that the line of the CIO top leadership remains one of complete subordination, 
to the Roosevelt administra-<f>~  ■ j
tion.

Perhaps the only point in 
M urray’s opening a d d r e s s 
where he grew firm and positive 
tvas in saying:

“ I  am determ ined to  support 
o u r Com m ander-in-Chief, Roose­
v e lt, and I  am go ing  to  support 
h im . I  know th a t th is  g re a t o r­
gan iza tion  th a t I  am priv ileged 
to  represent supports th a t s ta te ­
m ent one hundred per cent.”

Labor Papers Threatened By 
Government Newsprint Plan

F IR S T  D A Y  A T M O S P H E R E

The atmosphere o f the  f irs t  
day’s proceedings is  ind ica ted by 
those who spouted fro m  the 
speakers’ p la tfo rm  today: tw o 
cle rgym en ( “ M ay you be preserv­
ed fro m  class ha tred ” ) ;  M ayo r 
Tob in  o f Boston ( “ T ru s t ou r m il i­
ta ry  ch ie fs” ) ;  G overnor Salton- 
s ta ll o f Massachusetts (he 
w ou ldn ’t  abrogate labo r laws 
“ unless abso lu te ly  necessary” ) ; 
U nde rsecre ta ry  o f W a r P a tte r- 
*o n ; a rab b i; the “ la bo r”  attache 
o f  the  B r it is h  Embassy.

E xcep t fo r  sho rt welcom ing 
addresses by the reg iona l and 
sta te  d irec to rs  o f the  C IO , a

A grave threat to all labor 
publications was revealed in the
Nov. 3 issue of the AFL Week­
ly  News Service, which reports 
that a government board is at­
tempting to curtail the amount 
of newsprint issued to labor pa­
pers.

I f  adopted, the board’s pro­
posal would result in a drastic 
cut in the circulation o f all 
labor papers, particularly of 
those papers presenting a m ili­
tant analysis of events, for in 
the eyes of government officials 
such papers are considered least 
"essential”  of all.

The AFL story follows:
“ I f  the W ar P roduction Board 

puts th rough  a recom m endation 
made by its  new ly-created News­
paper In d u s try  A dv iso ry  Corn-

fra te rn a l address by a Canadian m ittee, labor pub lica tions are go-
la b o r leader and M u rra y ’s speech, 
the  day was monopolized by 
spokesmen o f the c a p ita lis t 
class. S t il l o the r governm ent o f­
fic ia ls— U ndersecre tary  o f W ar 

(Continued on page 2)

Boss Unity
The governm ent la s t week in ­

dicted the U . S. Sugar Corpora­
t io n  o f  F lo rid a  on the charge o f ' 
ho ld ing  N egro w orkers  in  peon­
age and v io la t in g  the  federa l 
law s aga inst s lavery.

The corpora tion  was re c ru it in g  
w o rkers  in  Southern states and 
o ffe r in g  them  free  tran sp o rta tio n  
to  the p lan ta tions. Once the  \ 
w o rkers  a rrived , they were i n - , 
fo rm ed th a t they were in  debt to | 
the  com pany fo r  tra v e llin g  ex- > 
penses, and forced to  w o rk  out 
the  debt.

W orkers  who a ttem pted to 
escape were captured, the in d ic t­
m ent charged, and “ in ju red , op­
pressed and threatened.”

Behind these conditions, the 
newspaper PM revealed on Nov. 
8, are w e a lth y  N o rth e rn  in ­
d u s tria lis ts  who own the con- 
t rb l l in g  stock in  the sugar com­
pany. Several o f the d irec to rs  and 
stockholders are officers o f the 
General M otors Corpora tion . 
A m ong these is C. S. M o tt, one 
o f  the la rg e s t stockholders in 
GM, whose fa m ily  contro ls 68% 
o f the sugar co rpo ra tion ’s stock.

The fa c t th a t such in d u s tr ia l­
is ts  con tro l the sugar com pany 
and its  policies is add itiona l 
evidence th a t the enemy o f the  
Southern N egro  and poor w h ite  
w o rkers  are the same financiers 
and b ig  cap ita lis ts  who oppress 
th e  w orkers  o f the N o rth .

in g  to  be s truck  a body blow.
“ A f te r  an a ll-day  conference, 

the com m ittee called on the W PB 
to  ‘freeze’ ne w sp rin t and to  make 
a ‘ho rizon ta l’ cut o f a t least 10 
per cent in  paper consum ption.

! D IS C R IM IN A T IO N  A G A IN S T  
I T H E  LA B O R  PRESS

“ E. W . Palm er, deputy ch ie f of

W P B ’s p r in t in g  and pub lish ing 
branch, declared th a t the  sug­
gestion would probably be adopt­
ed and th a t i t  would mean th a t 
newspapers and magazines would 
be a llo tted  on ly  a percentage o f 
th e ir  consum ption, and th a t to  ob­
ta in  an allowance a pub lica tion  
would have to  prove i t  is ‘essen­
t ia l ’.

“ T h is  would create a problem 
which publishers o f la rge  news­
papers could meet by reducing 
the num ber o f pages.

“ W ith  labo r papers th a t p r in t  
on ly fo u r  pages (as m ost o f them 
do), th is  so lu tion  would no t be 
possible. I f  th e ir  supply o f paper 
is cut, they w i l l  be forced to  sac­
r if ic e  subscribers.

‘ ‘B IT T E R  FOES OF U N IO N S ”

“ On the Newspaper A dv iso ry  
Com m ittee the re  is not a sing le  
spokesman fo r  the labor and fa rm  
press.

“ On the con tra ry , i t  is  made up 
la rg e ly  o f b it te r  foes o f unions.

“ Publishers o f labor papers 
th roughou t the coun try  have p ro ­
tested th is  d isc rim in a tio n  in  le t­
ters and te legram s to  Donald M. 
Nelson, W P B  ch ie fta in .”

R E A D E R S  OF LA B O R  P A ­
PERS S H O U LD  DO T H E  S A M E .

The Cam pbell Soup Co. has been authorized by the OPA 
to  raise i t  prices fro m  lc  to  3c per can because o f a “ new and 
im proved recipe”  label on the cover. The on ly “ new”  th in g  th a t 
housewives can find  is the labe l; contents o f both, lis ted  on 
backs o f the  can, are iden tica l. (Federated P ic tu re .)

A nd w h ile  the O P A  is p e rm itt in g  price rises fo r  dozens o f 
commodities, Leon Henderson had to adm it la s t week th a t the 
m a jo r ity  of> re ta ile rs  are v io la t in g  price  regu la tions.

O f more than 10,000 stores inspected in the las t month, 

a m a jo r ity  were found to  lie v io la tin g  price  law s e ith e r by 
s im p le overcharg ing, by reductions in  q u a lity  o f goods sold o r 
by reductions in  qu a n tity .

A  Labor D epartm ent re p o rt issued th is  m onth shows th a t 

food costs fo r  the average fa m ily  rose 2.4% between September 
15 and October 15. The cost o f a ll foods has risen 6.6% since 
M ay, the date a t which the W ar Labor Board is freez ing  wages.

CIRCUIT COURT HEARS APPEAL 
ON MINNEAPOLIS CONVICTIONS
Decision Concerning Trial of Eighteen 
Is Expected in Approximately Six Weeks

Breitman Gets 
Higher Vote 
Than in 1940
More New Jersey 
Workers Reached 
With SWP Program 
Than Ever Before

NEW ARK, N. J.— Although 
it w ill be a comparatively low 
vote and although complete re­
turns have not yet been pub­
lished, the vote cast fo r  George 
B re itm an, S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r­
ty  candidate fo r  U . S. Senator 

fro m  N ew  Jersey, w i l l  de fin ite ly  
s h o w  an in ­
crease over th a t 
tabu la ted  f o r  
h i m  when he 
ran  f o r  the 
same office in 
1940.

A ccord ing  to 
in fo rm a tio n  re ­
ceived by  T H E  
M IL IT A N T , 418 
v o t e s  were 
counted f o r  
B re itm a n  la s t
week in  three o f the  s ta te ’s 21 
counties, Essex, Un ion and Pas­
saic.

U n lik e  the o ther m i n o r i t y  
p a rty  candidates, B re itm a n ’s cam­
paign was waged in  a f ig h tin g  
s p ir it ,  w h ich  took up —  instead 
o f s k ir t in g  around —  the re a lly  
v ita l issues o f the  w a r and the 
governm ent, and answered them  
in  fo r th r ig h t ,  uncom prom ising 
socia lis t term s. M ore w orkers
were reached w ith  the  S oc ia lis t „ „  ___________ ____
W orkers  P a rty  p rog ram  tha n  in  | Gallup po ll, w h ich  Is generally

G. B re itm an

MANY WORKERS VOTED 
ONLY WITH THEIR FEET
Workers, Having An Independent Labor 
Choice, Cast Significant Vote for ALP

B y G eorge B re itm a n

T he  m ost im p o r ta n t aspect o f  the  N ov. 3  elec­
tio n s  was the  fa c t th a t a la rge  and decis ive  section  
o f  the  A m e rica n  w o rke rs  vo ted  o n ly  w ith  th e ir  fee t.

These w o rke rs , w ho  have g e n e ra lly  vo ted  D em o­
c ra tic  f o r  the  las t ten  years, w ere faced  in  m ost p a rts  
o f  the  c o u n try  w ith  a cho ice  o n ly  betw een D em ocra ­
t ic  and R e p ub lica n  candidates ru n n in g  on  v ir tu a l ly  
the  same conse rva tive  and re a c tio n a ry  p rog ram s. 
Not seeing enough of a difference between them to make a choice 
worthwhile, these workers stayed away from the polls.

This factor, combined with the growing dissatisfaction of 
the middle class, professional workers and farmers — all being 
squeezed to the wall by the war and not knowing any other way 
of voicing their protests than by voting for the Republican 
"outs” — resulted in sharp reductions of the Democratic major­
ity  in both Houses of Congress and the winning of many new 
state posts by the Republicans. ®----------------------------------------------

RE A S O N  FO R  LO W  V O TE

The extrem ely low  vote of 26 
m illio n  cannot, of course, be ex­
pla ined on ly by the ind iffe rence 
o r h o s t ility  of m any w orkers to 
the Dem ocratic and Republican 
campaigns. M id te rm  vo ting  is 
usually low er than  th a t cast in  
p res iden tia l elections.

In  add ition , m any people have 
been dra fted, o r have moved and 
thus been deprived of the r ig h t 
to  vote, o r were unable to  g e t to 
the po lls because of th e ir  long 
hours o f w ork.

B u t a ll these o ther factors had 
been taken in to  consideration in  
tbo pre-election po lls and fo re ­
casts. Bearing them  in  m ind, the 
Associated Press had predicted a 
tu rn o u t of 34 m illio n , and the

New  Jersey elec-

ST. LOUIS,/ Mo., Nov. 3 — 
Arguments on behalf of the de­
fendants and the government 
were heard today in the United 
States C ircuit Court of Appeals 
in the appeal of the 18 defend­
ants from the conviction for 
conspiracy to violate the Smith 
Act. The convictions which are

Stalin Says Imperialists 
W ill Save The Soviet Union

being appealed fo llow ed a s ix 
weeks’ t r ia l  o f 18 S ocia lis t W ork-’ 
ers P a rty  and C IO  members in  
M inneapolis in  October and N o v ­
ember o f la s t year.

G O LD M A N  A N D  F R A E N K E L  
P R E S E N T  A R G U M E N T S

African War Shows 
Imperialists' Aims 
Differ from USSR's

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

Stalin showed on J he occasion 
of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the Russian Revolution — 
in his speech before the Mos­
cow Soviet and his Order of the 
Day on Nov. 6 —  that he is 
staking the very existence of 
the Soviet Union on .the aid of 
the "democratic”  imperialists 
and that he still refuses to call 
on the German masses to revolt 
against Hitlerism.

A  year ago S ta lin  adm itted  
th a t the Soviet Un ion was un­
able by its e lf  to  de feat H it le r  
who had m obilized the m anpower 
and resources o f m ost o f Europe 
fo r  the purpose o f c rush ing  the 
w o rkers ’ state. S ta lin  prom ised a t 
th a t tim e  th a t h is polic ies o f re ­
ly in g  on h is im p e ria lis t allies 
w ou ld  “ in the nearest fu tu re ”  
b r in g  a id  fro m  outside the USSR 

(Continued on page 3)

<f>-

Rcd A rm y  in fa n try  are shown jnov ing  tow ard prepared 
positions in the ou ter defenses o f S ta ling rad . T h e ir heroic 
s trugg le  dem onstrates to  the World th a t despite the crim es o f 
S ta lin ism , thd  Russian Revolu tion s t i l l  lives. (Fed ’ted P ic tu re .)

On beha lf o f  the defendants, 
A lb e rt Goldman, a tto rn ey  and 
h im se lf a defendant, and Osmond 
K . F raenkel, a tto rn ey  o f the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U nion, 
contended the S m ith  A c t a s . ap­
plied in  the M inneapo lis case was 
unconstitu tiona l and deprived the 
defendants o f th e ir  r ig h t  o f free  
speech and free  press.

The a tto rneys fo r  the  defense 
also argued th a t m em bership in  
any conspiracy a fte r  the  passage 
o f the S m ith  A c t on June 28, 
1940 had no t been proved, and 
th a t the ind ic tm en t was le g a lly  
insu ffic ien t.

On the con s titu tion a l question, 
they urged the cou rt to  adopt 
the ‘ ‘c lear and present danger”  
views expressed by J u s t  ic e s 
Holmes and Brandeis in  the c r im ­
in a l syndica lism  cases a fte r  
W orld  W ar I.

The governm ent’s case was a r ­
gued by H e n ry  Schw einhaut o f 
W ashington and V ic to r Anderson 
o f St. Paul.

D E C IS IO N  E X P E C TE D  
W IT H IN  S IX  W E E K S

The case was taken under ad- 
advisem ent by  the judges and a 
decisi n is expected in  about s ix  
weeks.

The C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com­
m ittee  o f 160 F if th  Ave., New 
Y o rk  C ity , which is m ob iliz ing  
pub lic  support fo r  the defend­
ants, has said th a t i t  w i l l  take 
the case to  the  U . S. Supreme 
C ourt i f  necessary.

any previous 
tion .

A  la rge  num ber o f w o rkers  re ­
s id ing  in  the s ta te ’s in d u s tr ia l 
centers did no t go to  the  po lls 
a t a ll on Nov. 3. U ndoubtedly 
th is  had an e ffe c t —  a lthough 
on ly  a m in o r e ffe c t —  on the 
com para tive ly  low  B re itm a n  vote.

accurate w ith in  1 to 2 per cent 
in  its  election polls, predicted 30 
m illio n .

Everyone had agreed th a t these 
estim ates would represent a deep 
“ ap a thy ”  tow ard  the elections. 
Neverthe less the  low  G allup es­
t im a te  was 15 per cent more than 
ac tua lly  voted!

In  o ther words, a ll the polls

C .P. Helped To Elect
Minnesota Republican
Only the Candidate of the Trotskyists 
Presented Correct Working Class Program

By V IN C E N T  R. D U N N E

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — 
Another victory for the Repub­
lican machine of Governor 
HarDld Stassen was chalked up 
in the recently concluded M in­
nesota election as a result of the 
Stalinist-created disunity in the 
ranks of the Farmer-Labor Par­
ty-

The final figures are not yet 
in as this is written, but it ap­
pears. on the basis of the la test 
uno ffic ia l tabula tions, th a t Stas- 
sen's p lu ra lity  over h is  Farm er- 
Labor opponent, H ja lm e r Peter­
sen, w i l l  be on ly  h a lf as large as 
h is 1940 p lu ra lity , and on ly  one- 
th ird  the size of his 1938 p lu ra l­
ity  over the then Farm er-Labor 
Governor, E lm e r Benson.

STA S S E N  M A C H IN E  C O ULD 
H A V E  B E E N  D E F E A T E D

Had M innesota workers and 
farm ers been given any real lead­
ership by Farm er-Labor p o lit i­
cians in  the campaign, they would 
have broken the Stassen m achine 
contro l of the state, a contro l 
w h ich has kept M innesota trade 
un ion is ts  shackled, by the in fa m ­
ous Stassen Labor Law since 1939.

But, the S ta lin is ts  in  contro l of 
the o ffic ia l Fanner-Labor m achi­
nery were actua lly  supporting  the 
labor-bating  Stassen fo r governor 
ra th e r than the Farm er-Labor 
nominefe, Petersen. The anti-S ta- 
lin is t, Petersen, who had won the

Farm er-Labor nom ination  in  the 
p rim aries  from  the Association-en­
dorsed Paul Rasmussen, was con­
demned by the Benson-Stalin ist 
clique as an “ appeaser”  and 
"A m erican  F irs te r ” .

These charges were made re ­
peatedly despite Petersen’s denial 
o f m em bership in  the Am erica 
F irst) Committee, and n o tw ith ­
stand ing the fac t th a t the S ta lin ­
is ts  were the most rab id  “ iso la­
tio n is ts ”  and "appeasers”  du ring  
the period o f the Nazi-Soviet, pact.

CIO members were openly ad­
vised in  a rad io  address by Robert 
Madigan, spokesman of the S ta lin ­
ist-dom inated state CIO Council to 
vote fo r  Stassen, because of Stas- 
sen’s “ endorsement and support of 
President Roosevelt’s w in-the-w ar 
program .”

E qu a lly  treacherous an ti-S ta lin - 
is t A F L  trade un ion leaders, such 
as Sydney Brennan, business 
agent o f General D rive rs  544-AFL. 
supported Stassen. as w e ll as the 
Republican candidate fo r U: S. 
Senator. Joseph Ball. (The Sta­
lin is ts  in  the CIO ail'd in  the 
Farm er-Labor Association sup­
ported E lm e r Benson, the Farm er- 
Labor nominee fo r  Senator).

P E T E R S E N ’S C A M P A IG N

The R ailroad Brotherhoods of 
M innesota endorsed the candidacy 
of Petersen, as d id  many trade 
union leaders, such as Roy W ier, 
organ izer of the M inneapolis Cen­
tra l Labor; Union, John Carlgren, 
an o ffic ia l of the St. Paul Build- 

(Continued on page 3)

1 and machine po litic ian s  g rea tly  
underestim ated the extent of the 
p re va ilin g  “ apathy”  w h ich  was 
m anifested p r im a r ily  in  the w o rk ­
in g  class d is tr ic ts , from  New Jev- 
sey to M ich igan  to C a lifo rn ia , 
th a t usually1 vote Dem ocratic.

T R E N D  IN  IM P O R T A N T  
IN D U S T R IA L  S T A TE S

In  New Jersey the Roosevelt 
wheelliorse, Senator Smathers, 
was supported by  a ll the leaders 
o f both the A F L  and CIO. He 
even had a num ber of labor lead­
ers ru n n in g  on li is  t ic k e t in  many 
parts  of the state, and taunted 
h is  Republican opponent on no t 
be ing able to  ge t the  endorsement 
o f a s ingle labor leader in  New 
Jersey. M ayor Hague kept h is 
prom ise to Smathers and gave 
h im  the am azing p lu ra lity  o f 117,- 
000 votes in  Hudson County.

In  spite o f th is , Smathers and 
h is  labor supporters were resound­
in g ly  defeated by the Republican 
A lb e rt 5V. Hawkes.

The exp lanation, as labo r lead­
ers ru e fu lly  adm itted  a fte r  the  
elections, was th a t the y  ju s t  
couldn’ t  ge t the  w orkers  in  the  
b ig  c itie s  ou t fo r  Sm athers. I f  
they had, the  Dem ocrats w ou ld  
have been able to  overcome the 
h igh  Republican m iddle class and 
suburban vote.

S im ila r ly  in  M ich igan  and C a l­
ifo rn ia , where the  trade  un ion 
bureaucracies cam paigned fo r  the  
D em ocratic incum bents, Senator 
P ren tiss B row n and Governor 
C u lbc rt Olson, b u t w here the  Re-

(Continued on page 3)

Elections Followed 
By Sales Tax Talk

One o f the resu lts  o f the  
recent elections w i l l  probably 
be a new d rive  to  p u t over a 
sales ta x  nex t year.

A n  A P  dispatch on N ov. 6 
stated th a t the ad m in is tra tion  
economic leaders fo recast 
“ th a t sen tim ent fo r  a re ta il 
sale ta x  would be s tronger in  
the new Congress.”

Secretary o f T reasu ry  M or- 
genthau has announced th a t he 
w il l  ask Congress fo r  an ad­
d itio n a l s ix  b illio n  do lla rs  in  
the near fu tu re .

Congress w i l l  probably t r y  
to  use th is  request as an ex­
cuse fo r  the sales ta x  which 
soaks the poor and spares the 
rich .

W a ll S tree t also looks w ith  
fa v o r on sales taxes and s im i­
la r  measures to  ta x  the mass­
es. On Oct. 17 the “ Magazine 
o f W a ll S tree t”  s ta ted :

“ W hether th rou gh  a sales 
tax  o r otherw ise, the  m a jo r 
p a rt o f any fu r th e r  increase 
in the to ta l ta x  revenue w il l  
have to be had from  the mass­
es o f lower-incom e people.”

In  o ther words, la s t m on th ’s 
ta x  b i l l  d ra s tic a lly  reducing 
the  w o rkers ’ incomes is  on ly 
the beg inn ing !
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SWP Celebrates Russian 
Revolution Anniversary

Meetings mere held everywhere throughout the country last meek on the occasion of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Russian Revolution. Mrtny of these meetings mere held under 
the auspices of groups such as tire Congress of American-Soviet Friendship, sponsored jo in tly  
by spokesmen of United States imperialism and the Stalinists. A few of the meetings mere 
Sponsored by renegades from the Marxist movement mho no longer defend the workers' state. 
But only the gatherings held under the auspices of the Socialist Workers Party celebrated the 
anniversary in the spirit of the leaders of the Russian Revolution, Lenin and Trotsky.

Below Pie reprint accounts of those Socialist Wothers Party meetings which reached us 
before me went to press.— Ed.

ing. A fte r the s ing ing  o f The {

At The CIO Convention
First Day of CIO Convention:

Murray Tries To Distort 
Roosevelt’s Labor Record

Encouraging Response To 
School’s First Sessions

NEW  YORK, Nov. 8— The 
250 workers attending the 
Socialist Workers Party cele­
bration of the Russian Revolti- 
tio ft’s twenty-fifth anniversary 
enthusiastically demonstrated 
their agreement with the speak­
ers, who called for continued 
working class defense of the 
Soviet Union, by pouring $430 
into a collection for ah ex­
pansion of the party’s propa­
ganda work.

The audience gave close a t­
ten tion  to  James P. Cannon, 
N a tion a l Secretary o f the Social­
is t W orkers P a rty  and m ain 
speaker o f the evening-, as he 
discussed the present c r it ic a l 
p e ril o f the Soviet U n ion and the 
need fo r  the con tinua tion  o f the 
T ro ts k y is t  pos ition  fo r  defense 
o f the w o rke rs ’ state.

Comrade Cannon commented 
on the Nov. 6 speech to the Moscow- 
S ov ie t: "S ta lin ’s speech,’’ he 
stated, “ on ly  shows th a t he is, 
s t i l l  do ing a ll he can to  insure 
the defeat o f the  Soviet Union.'] 
He re jects the  support o f the 
w orkers  o f the w o rld  and d irect^ 
His appeal to  his im p e ria lis t 
allies.

“ W e on our p a r t tu rn  to  the  
W orkers and above a ll to  the Ger­
man and colon ia l w orkers as the 
fu tu re  a llies o f the Soviet 
U n ion .”

He examined the theo ry  th a t 
fasc is t Germ any and the  Soviet 
U n ion were iden tica l, and pointed 
to  the  d ifferences between the 
continued s treng th  o f the Soviet 
economy and the h igh  m ora le o f 
its  people and the breakdown o f 
I ta ly .  As fo r  Germ any, he 
stated, “ H it le r  m ust look to  M us­
so lin i and the re  he w i l l  see the 
im age o f h is fu tu re .”

Comrade Cannon p a r t ia l ly  a t­
tr ib u te d  the recent defeats o f  the 
A x is  in the E as t and in  A fr ic a  
to  H it le r ’s m istake concerning 
the  Soviet U n ion :

“ H it le r  looks to the E ast 
to n ig h t w ith  da rk  gloom , w ith  
the  fe a r o f hav ing  crushed his 
Hopes on the Russian fro n t .  . . 
The fasc is t th in k in g  was too 
superfic ia l in  its  a tt itu d e  towards 
the Soviet U nion. H it le r  saw on ly 
the bureaucracy. He did  n o t un ­
derstand the v ita l i ty  o f the s t i l l  
l iv in g  revo lu tion .”

O nly the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
recognized th a t despite the p o li­
t ic a l degeneration i t  suffered 
under S ta lin ism , the Soviet U n ion 
rem ained a w o rke rs ’ s ta te ; th a t 
the  October Revolu tion was s t i l l  
a live  and would be defended w ith  
unsurpassed heroism  and se lf- 
sacrifice by the w orkers  o f Rus­
sia and of the world . "T he  funera l 
ef the October R evo lu tion ," Can­
non continued, “ now announced 
by so many renegades, w ill not 
on ly  be postponed, bu t w i l l  never 
take place.”

Cannon Was preceded by  Joseph 
Hansen and Elo ise B lack, as 
speakers. Hansen compared the 
present be traya ls  o f the  p e tty  
bourgeoisie and th e ir  re jec tio n  o f 
the  w o rk in g  class character o f 
thb Soviet U n ion  w ith  the  past 
be traya ls  o f the  w o rk in g  class 
m ovem ent in  period o f reaction . 
(H is  speech is rep rin te d  on P. 3 
o f th is  issue.)

filo ise  B lack discussed the  con- 
t if tt ia tio n  and sharpening o f the 
class s trugg le  as the best method 
fo r  the  defense o f the Soviet 
TTjiioti.

T he  m ee ting  sent greetings o f 
s o lid a r ity  to  N a ta lia  Sedov 
T fo ts k y  in  Mexico. W ill ia m  F. 
W arde acted as chairm an.

Boston
BOSTON, Mass., Nov. 8 — 

Felix Morrow, editor of Fourth 
International, main speaker at 
the meeting celebrating the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution held bv the 
Boston Branch of the Socialist 
Workers Party, stressed the fact 
that the Russian Revolution 
was carried out by a m a jo rity  of 
the population, led by the Bolshe­
vik P arty.

He was followed by F a rre ll 
Dobbs, N a tiona l Labor Secretary, 
Who pointed out the ro le of the 
Socia lis t W orkers P arty  in  the 
U n ited  States as the vanguard of 
th e  Am erican w o rk in g  clasp, and 
showed the gTOwth and increased 
a c t iv ity  o f the pa rty  d u rin g  the 
past period.

About th ir ty -f iv e  members and 
Sympathizers attended the meet­

ing. A fte r tlie  s ing ing  o f The l 
In ternationa le , the m eeting ad- j 
journed fo r a social.

Detroit
DETRO IT, Mich., Nov. 8 — 

Fifty-five workers from the 
ranks of the most m ilitant sec­
tions of American labor gath­
ered here tonight to celebrate 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the Russian Revolution. Here 
was a typical cross-section of 
labor : old workers experiencing 
for the second time the short­
lived false pfosperity of the in i­
tial war boom and young work­
ers, many ho ld ing  “ steady”  jobs 
fo r the firs t tim e : men and wom­
en; w hites and th e ir  Negro' com­
rades associating fra te rn a lly .

Comrade Jones, organizer o f the 
D e tro it S.W.P. Branch, who acted 
as cha irm an noted the ever-in- 
creasing role o f women in  the 
pa rty  in  h is  in tro du c tion  of the 
speaker, Lyd ia  Beidel.

Comrade Beidel pointed out the 
place occupied by Urn Russian Re­
vo lu tion , the most s ign ifican t 
event in  recent h is to ry, when, in  
October 1917 the w o rk in g  class, 
ac ting  in  is own in te res t consci- 

l ously fo r  tlie  f irs t tim e, kicked I 
t lie  bosses out of the factories and | 
the land lords o ff the land. She 

I heaped scorn upon the hysterica l 
j  efforts  o f the leaders of m oribund 
j cap ita lism  whose va in  thrash ings 
i to push back the sands of tim e.
| succeed on ly  in  bu ry in g  themsel­
ves more thoroughly.

T lie  m eeting celebrated s im u l­
taneously t lie  ann iversary of tlie  
Russian Revolu tion and tbo b ir th ­
day of one of its  greatest leaders, 
Leon TrotSkV. Comradely greet­
ings and expressions of so lid a rity  
were conveyed to Comrade N a ta lia  
in Mexico in  a telegram  sent by 
the audience.

T lie  assembled workers c o n tri­
buted generously to a collection 
to .fu rth e r another celebration in  
the not-too-distant fu tu re  of an­
o ther revo lu tion .

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 8 -  
F ifty  workers were present 
here at the S.W.P. meeting on 
the Russian Revolution which 
was celebrated in the true spirit 
of October.

The speakers, C. Thomas
and Janet Bowers, recalled the 
pers is ten t w arn ings o f Leon 
T ro ts k y  th a t im p e ria lism  would 
in e v ita b ly  a ttack  the tJSSR and 
seek to destroy the ga ins made 
in 1917, unless the World revo lu ­
tion  came to  the aid o f the 
Soviets.

They condemned the S ta lin is t 
po licy o f re ly in g  on the im ­
pe ria lis ts  to  save the  Soviet 
U n ion, a po licy  which makes i t  
d if f ic u lt  to  arouse the  German 
w orkers fo r  the  ove rth row  o f H i t ­
le r ite  cap ita lism .

The m eeting sent g reetings to 
N a ta lia  Sedov T ro tsky , w idow  o f 
the leader o f the Russian Revolu­
tion  and founder o f the Red 
A rm y .

Twin Cities
M INNEAPOLIS. Nov. 8— 

“ It is the planned economy, 
socialized production a n d  
nationalization of property in 
the Soviet Union which repre­
sents the Workers’ power that 
the Trotskyists defend today,” 
said Max Geldman, speaking to 
a well attended Twin C ity Sun- 

1 day F orum  in  M inneapolis. The 
1 weekly fo rum  session was devoted 
to  a com m em oration o f the  ann i­
ve rsa ry  o f the Russian Revolu­
tion .

C itin g  the heroism  o f the Red 
A rm y  on the  one hand, and con­
dem ning the polic ies o f the 
present leadership o f the  Soviet 
U n ion w h ich has abandoned the 
s trugg le  fo r  socialism , the  speak­
e r Showed th a t the  T ro tsky is ts  
are the  on ly  group in  the  w o rld  
which calls fo r  rea l defense o f 
Soviet Russia th rough  a program  
o f w o rld  socialism .

F o llo w in g  the speech, a num ­
ber o f w orkers present p a r t i­
cipated in  the discussion and 
showed c le a rly  th e ir  desire to  
know  the  fac ts  about the 
degenerate S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
which ru les Russia today.

The usual social hour fa llow ed 
the fo ru m  session a t w h ich  a 
lunch was served and op p o rtu n ity  
provided fo r  those in  attendance 
to  c a rry  on th e ir  discussion in ­
fo rm a lly .

Youngst’n
YOUNGSTOWN, Nov. 8— 

A roundtable discussion cin the 
meaning and history of the 
Russian revolution was the 
main feature of the anniversary 
meeting held here bv the 
Youngstown Branch o f the  S.W.P.

The fo llo w in g  te legram  was 
sent to  N a ta lia  Sedov T ro tsky  
in M exico:

“ Dear Comrade N a ta lia :
“ On th is  tw e n ty -f if th  ann i­

ve rsa ry  o f the Russian R evolu­
tion , we d raw  renewed in sp ira ­
tio n  fro m  the f irs t  successful 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  to  face our 
present tasks, supported by  the 
v ig o r, in te g r ity  and ideological 
soundness o f our g re a t teacher, L. 
D. T ro ts k y .”

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

CHICAGO, Nov. 8— A well- 
attended meeting in celebration 
of the Russian Revolution an­
niversary was held here this 
afternoon at the I lotel Hamil­
ton. The meeting was under the 
auspices of the Chicago Local 
of the Socialist Workers Party.

A n a tten tive  and responsive au­
dience. composed la rge ly  o f indus­
t r ia l workers inc lud ing  m any Ne­
gro trade un ion m ilita n ts , heard 
an address by A r th u r  Preis, 
fo rm er associate ed ito r of TH E  
M IL IT A N T , on the nature and s ig­
nificance of tho Bolshevik Revolu­
tion .

The speaker contrasted the pro­
gram and methods of Lenin, T ro t­
sky and the Bolshevik P arty  in  
th e ir  opposition to  a ll the im per­
ia lis ts  in  the last w a r and th e ir  
successful revo lu tiona ry  defense 
o f the early  Soviet Union w ith  
the present policies of S ta lin ism . 
The S ta lin is t policies, he demon­
strated, have underm ined the in ­
te rna tiona l revo lu tiona ry  socialist 
movement, bound tile  w orkers of 
a ll countries to th e ir  cap ita lis t 
riders, and weakened the defense 
o f the Soviet Union.

A special fea ture of the meet­
in g  was the showing of the docu­
m enta ry film  of the Russian Re­
vo lu tion , “ Tsar To Le n in ," which 
was g re a tly  enjoyed by the au­
dience.

Newark
NEW ARK, Nov. 6— George 

Collins was the principal speak­
er at the Newark S.W.P. meet­
ing held to celebrate the an­
niversary of the Russian 
Revolution.

Comrade Collins emphasized 
the tho roughgo ing  and uncom ­
p rom is ing  na tu re  o f the  revo lu ­
tion . I t  was th is  solid founda tion , 
he pointed out, wh ich made pos­
sible the resistance o f the w o rk ­
ers’ s ta te  to  the  reac tiona ry  
S ta lin is t reg im e and also provided 
the basis fo r  the unequalled 
Soviet resistance to  the N azi w a r 
machine.

He compared the conduct o f 
the  Bolshevik governm ent in  the 
la s t w a r w ith  th a t o f the  S ta lin ­
is t governm ent today. He rev iew ­
ed the B olshevik slogan o f “ no 
annexations —  no indem nities,”  
w h ich a ttrac ted  the support o f 
the m il ita n t  w o rkers  everywhere. 
He then contrasted th is  po licy 
w ith  th a t o f the S ta lin is ts  w h ich 
a t present is p repa ring  a b i ll o f 
indem nities to  be presented to 
w hatever governm ent may- be in 
power in G erm any a fte r  the w ar.

(Continued from  page 1)

Bard, Senator Pepper o f F lo rida , 
etc.— w il l  take up m any hours 
d u rin g  the rest o f the conven­
tion .

T h is  parade o f ca p ita lis t 
spokesmen gives the dom inant 
tone o f the convention— sub­
servience to the governm ent.

I t  is w o rth  reca lling , in  con­
tra s t to th is  atmosphere, th a t a t 
the A tla n tic  C ity  convention in 
1940, not a sing le  governm ent 
o ffic ia l was in v ited  to  speak, ex­
cept Sidney H illm a n , President 
o f the A m algam ated C lo th ing 
W orkers  and then co-d irecto r o f 
the OPM, who served as the b u tt 
o f John L. Lew is ’ c ritic ism s  of 
the ad m in is tra tion .

A N T I-L A B O R  P O LIC IE S

A ltho ug h  M u rra y ’s keynote 
was support o f the “ Commander- 
in -C h ie f,”  his re p o rt and speech 
nevertheless had to  re fe r to  some 
o f the m ore obvious an ti- la bo r 
consequences o f the policies o f 
the self-sam e Commander-In- 
Chief. Am ong the com pla ints 
which M u rra y  had to  record were 
the fo llo w in g :

“ took a long step backw ard" on 
the r ig h t o f p icke ting . And so on,

C. A n ti- la b o r ro le  o f W PB. O f
its  15,000 employes, on ly  90 trade 
un ion ists are “ ho ld ing jobs o f a 
very subord inate na tu re ”  w h ile  
“ 1,000 lead ing A m erican business 
men— m ostly  do lla r-a -ye a r m en 
— are ru n n in g  the o rgan iza tion .”  
“ W hat are they run n ing  in 
W ashington? A  w a r production 
organ iza tion  to  w in  the w ar, or 
a w ar production organ iza tion  to 
destroy labo r? ”

M U R R A Y ’S M E T H O D
These and o the r com pla in ts 

made by M u rra y ’s re p o rt and 
speech, i f  added together, con­
s titu te  a fundam enta l in d ic tm e n t1 
o f the a n ti- la b o r ro le  o f the 
Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n . No 
log ica l person could add a ll th is  
toge ther and then urge the w o rk ­
e rs ‘ to  support the Roosevelt A d ­
m in is tra tio n . Y ou can’t  do both. 
So M u rra y  c a re fu lly  abstained 
fro m  adding toge ther the fac ts  he 
h im se lf presented.

On the con tra ry , each com­
p la in t remained an ind iv idua l 
item  in  a separate p a rt o f his 
re p o rt o r speech, and the connec-

Board? A p p a re n tly  no t Roose­
ve lt, who appointed its  personnel. 
N o r d ill M u rra y  breathe a word 
about w hat the labor members o f 
the Board are doing.

W ho is responsible fo r  the con­
tro l o f the W ar Production Board 
by the do lla r-a -yea r men? A ga in  
appa ren tly  no t Roosevelt, who 
approves th e ir  appointm ent.

The New York School of 
Social Science opened its fall 
term last week with two lec­
tures, one by C. Charles on 
American cartels and mono­
polies, the other by John G. 
W right on the Bolsheviks and 
the colonial question. Both 
lectures, held on Wednesday and 
F r id a y  evenings in the new 
second f lo o r  ha ll a t 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  Place, were m arked by the

Such is M u rra y ’s line. Above 1 attendance o f more than 50 w o rk-

i .  G row th  o f m onopoly. “ A  j flop  o f each com p la in t w ith  the
hundred companies s t i l l  hold over I others was in  no way indicated. 
80% o f a ll the w a r contracts, i Each item  was presented as i f  i t  
Ten o f these companies hold j w ere a s ing le  f la w  In  an other- 
a lm ost h a lf  o f the ou tstand ing wise pe rfec t s itua tion .
w a r con tracts.”

2. Soak the poor. The 1942 tax 
measure—^signed by Roosevelt on 
Oct. 21— “ w ill a c tu a lly  deprive 
the w o rkers  o f the  means to  
purchase su ffic ie n t necessities o f 
li fe  w ith  w h ich to m a in ta in  th e ir  
s treng th  and health . . .

“ The ta x  s itua tion  rem ains the 
f irs t  le g is la tive  problem  o f the 
C IO . Reactionary Congressional 
leaders have made very  clear the 
fa c t th a t they are no t ye t fin ish ­
ed w ith  th e ir  v ic ious w ork. . . 
The w o rk in g  men and women o f 
Am erica  w il l  recognize in  1943 
th a t the Revenue A c t passed th is  
year has m eant a nationw ide 
wage cut which creates serious 
dangers to  food budgets."

3. A n ti- la b o r acts o f the 
W LB . “ On wage issues represen­
ta tive s  o f the CIO have fe lt  th a t 
the W a r Labor Board has not 
recognized the exten t to which 
the needs o f w a r production 
requ ire  upw ard ad justm ent o f 
wage levels. . . On union security  
issues the CIO has urged un ­
successfully upon the Board a 
fu lle r  apprecia tion o f the value 
o f the union shop. . . On these 
and o ther issues the C IO  has no t 
been in  agreem ent w ith  the deci­
sions o f the Board.”

R O O S E V E LT ’S COURT

4. A n ti- la b o r acts o f the 
Roosevelt - appointed Supreme 
C ourt. “ The past year in  the 
C ourt has w itnessed the c ry s ta l­
lisa tio n  o f an increas ing ly  con­
serva tive  m a jo r ity  consisting 
p r im a r ily  of Justices Stone. Rob­
erts , F ra n k fu rte r-, Jackson and 
Byrnes. . . The decisions have in ­
cluded a num ber o f ex trem e ly  un­
fo rtu n a te  regressions in  the law

M oreover, M u rra y  de libera te ly  
sought to  absolve Roosevelt o f 
a ll blame fo r  the a n ti- la b o r con­
sequences.

M u rra y ’s re p o rt re fe rred  to the 
100 companies who monopolize 
80% o f a ll w a r contracts as i f  
the companies had been able to 
create such a s trang leho ld  by 
th e ir  own unaided e ffo rts .

T h a t I t  is  Roosevelt’s ad­
m in is tra tio n , Roosevelt’s under­
lings, who hand ou t these con­
trac ts— about th is  M u rra y  was as 
mum as a Cape Cod oyster.

T ha t Roosevelt signed the tax  
b ill,  th a t i t  was Roosevelt’s own 
p a rty  and bis own lieu tenan ts in 
the Senate and House who en­
gineered the b ill wh ich M urra y

a ll, stand by the “ Com m ander-in- 
C h ie f.”  To do th a t, lie  about his 
connection w ith  the acts in ju riou s  
to labor, and pre tend no t to  see 
th a t the various com pla in ts o f 
labo r are directed aga inst acts 
w h ich, taken tog-ether, are ob­
v io us ly  a system atic  and con­
scious governm enta l cam paign 
aga inst the in te rests o f the w o rk ­
ers. Such are the  consequences 
o f the CIQ  leadersh ip ’s subor­
d ina tion  o f the labo r movement 
to th e ir  support o f Roosevelt.

ers, m ost o f them  trade un ion­
ists.

The Charles lecture on Novem ­
ber 4. which was p a rt of a series 
en titled  “ Am erican Econom y at 
W ar,”  expla ined the opera tion o f 
Am erican carte ls , and pa tent 
pools, and analyzed the accelerat­
ed d rive  o f A m erican cap ita lism  
tow a rd  m onopoly con tro l o f the 
en tire  economy.

The fu tu re  lectures by Charles, 
held each Wednesday evening a t 

1 8:15 th rough  December 9, W ill

exp la in  in te rn a tio n a l carte ls , the 
opera tion o f c a p ita lis t w a r eco­
nomy, price con tro l, wage freez ­
ing  and in fla tio n .

John G. W rig h t devoted his 
opening lec tu re  to  the  question 
o f the na tiona l asp ira tions o f the  
colon ia l peoples and traced thq 
g re a t theorectiea l con tribu tions  
o f Lenin and T ro ts k y  to  a 
sc ientific  unders tand ing  o f the 
problem . He emphasized th a t  h is­
to ry  has verified  the theo re tica l 
t ru th  o f Len in ’s slogan, “ W e liv e  
in  an epoch o f im p e r ia lis t wars, 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tions and colo­
n ia l up ris in gs .”

W r ig h t ’s fu tu re  lectures, to  be 
held each F rid a y  evening, w i l l  
deal w ith  the concrete problem s 
o f China and Ind ia .

F o llo w in g  both opening lec­
tures, re freshm ents were served 
and a liv e ly  in fo rm a l discussion 
took place. T h is  custom  w i l l  be 
observed th rou gh ou t the  courses. 
Adm ission charge to  sing le  lec­
tures is 25 cents.

Second Day of Convention:

Delegates Discuss Ways 
Of Destroying Jim Crow

B y F E L IX  M ORROW

BOSTON, Nov. 10.— The s tru g ­
gle o f the CIO aga inst rac ia l d is- : 
c rim in a tio n  was discussed th is  
a fte rnoon fo r  over an hour by the 
f if th  convention o f the CIO. Com­
in g  up in the course o f the re-

ployees o f Am erica  —  the red 
, caps’ o rgan iza tion  —  objected to 

the com m ittee 's reso lu tion as be­
in g  too weak, and asked th a t i t  be 
recom m itted fo r  s treng then ing.

S P IR IT E D  D IS C U S S IO N

- ., . . .  . . I  John L. Yancey, Secretary-p o rt o f the reso lu tions c o m m it-1™ . ,. ,VT’ „  , , ,
* .. ., „  . . ,  T reasu rer o f the U T S E A , askedtee, i t  was the f irs t  m oment o f . ’
- i i r  • e the convention to get awav fro mreal li fe  in  the convention so fa r .  „  ,... , , - p la titudes and move fo r  “ reaThe com m ittee presented fo r  1 , .. , „

.. . ,, , .. la nd  p ra c tica l action.”option the fo llo w in g  reso lu tion  . .adoption 
on d isc rim in a tio n :

“ W  h e r  e a s, d isc rim in a tio n  
aga inst w orkers because o f race, 
re lig io n  o r cou n try  o f o r ig in  is 
an ev il cha racte ris tic  o f ou r fas ­
c is t enemies. We o f the democra­
cies are f ig h t in g  fascism  a t home

condemned as an ti- la b o r— of th is  and abroad by w e ld ing  a ll races, 
M u rra y  was s ilen t. M oreoever, he • a ll re lig ions  and a ll peoples in to  
d ire c tly  sought to  w h itew ash ] a un ited  body o f w a rr io rs  fo r  
Roosevelt by a 
falsehood.

L IE S  ON T H E  T A X  B IL L
The ta x  b ill,  claim ed M urra y ,

dem onstrable j democracy. A n y  d isc rim in a to ry  
practices w ith in  our ow’n  ranks, 
aga inst Negroes o r o ther groups, 
d ire c tly  aids the enemy by cre­
a tin g  div is ions, dissension and

“ com ple te ly ignored the  proposals confusion. Such d isc rim ina tion  
o f the P resident and the T rea- practiced in  em ploym ent policies 
su ry .”  The fa c t is, however, th a t hampers production by dep riv ing  
the d ifferences between Roose- the na tion o f the use o f ava ilable 
ve lt-M orgen thau  and the Senate | s k ills  and manpower.
F inance Com m ittee were lim ite d  [ 
to  m in o r po in ts— w hether
porations should be taxed a top 
l im it  o f 40 or 50 per cent of 
“ no rm a l”  p ro fits , and s im ila r, 
item s— w h ile  Roosevelt, and the 
“ reac tiona ry  Congressional lead-

“ T here fore  be i t  resolved, th a t 
c01'  the CIO now re ite ra tes its  f irm

opposition to  any fo rm  o f rac ia l 
o r re lig iou s  d isc rim in a tio n  and 
renews its  pledge, as a w a r-tim e  
du ty , to  c a rry  on the f ig h t  fo r  
p ro tection  in law  and in fa c t o f

eye to  eye on the fundam enta l 
p rinc ip le  o f sha rp ly  c u tt in g  down 
the liv in g  standards o f the 
masses by taxes.

Had the d iffe rences between 
Roosevelt and the reactionaries 
b e e n  fundam enta l, Roosevelt 

a ffe c tin g  labo r and labo r re la - j could have vetoed the b ill.  In -

ers”  s tigm a tized  by M u rra y , saw the r ig h ts  o f every ra c ia l and re

tiens.”  ,
The Southern Steam ship Com­

pany case “ dea lt a severe blow 
to  the r ig h ts  o f organized sea­
men.”  “ Three o f the five decisions 
re la tin g  to the F a ir  Labor S tan­
dards A c t were adverse”  to  labor. 
In  the R itte r  case the C ourt
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stead, he signed it .

M U R R A Y ’S HOPES
One o f the m ost ludicrous 

th ings  in  M u rra y ’s re p o rt is his 
reason fo r  hoping th a t the “ in ­
creas ing ly  conservative m a jo r ity ”  
o f the Supreme C ourt m ay be 
changed. “ T h is  line -up ,”  w rite s  
M u rra y , “ m ay be s ig n ifica n tly  a f ­
fected by the res igna tion  o f 
Justice Byrnes fro m  the bench 
to take the position  o f Economic 
S tab iliza tion  D ire c to r,”  Byrnes 
w ro te  some o f the  m ost reac­
tio n a ry  decisions handed down 
by the court. W hereupon M urra y  
says, in  e ffe c t: Cheer up boys, 
Byrnes has resigned— to  become 
the economic d ic ta to r, the most 
pow erfu l governm ent o ff ic ia l next 
to the pres ident!

W ho is responsible fo r  the 
an ti- la bo r acts o f the W a r Labor

Next Week’s 
Classes

o f the New Y o rk  School of 

Social Science

lig ious  group to  p a rtic ip a te  fu l ly  
in  our social, p o lit ic a l and indus­
t r ia l li fe . ”

O fficers o f a N egro trade union, 
the U n ited T ransp o rt Service Em -

A nsw ering  fo r  the com m ittee, 
John B rophy  defended the Roose­
ve lt-appoin ted F a ir  E m ploym ent 
Practices Com m ittee a lthough 
Yancey had not m entioned it .  
B rophy prom ised th a t the com­
ing  year would see “ g re a te r ac­
t iv i t y ”  by the governm enta l com­
m ittee  charged w ith  d iscouraging 
ra c ia l d isc rim ina tion . S im ila r ly  
Van A . B ittn e r, steel w o rke rs ’-o f -  
fic ia l, defended the com m ittee 
reso lution.

A no the r c r it ic  o f the  reso lu tion 
was W illa rd  S. Townsend, Presi-. 
dent o f the U T S E A . He emphas­
ized the d is tin c tio n  between fo r ­
m al "lip -se rv ice ”  to  the f ig h t 
against rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  and 
actua lly  p itch ing  in  to  f ig h t  it .  
He cited the example o f “ a prom ­
inen t C IO  leader”  in  the South, 
who had to ld  h im : “ We organize 
in  th is  section o f the coun try  ac­
cord ing to  the established p a t­
te rn ”  —  th a t is, ca te ring  to  w h ite  
supremacy.

A f te r  the passage o f the reso­
lu tio n  aga inst rac ia l d isc rim in a ­
tion , W a lte r Reuther o f the U A W  
proposed th a t the com m ittee be 
ins tructed  to b r in g  in another 
reso lu tion , im p lem enting  in de­
ta i l  the p rinc ip le  o f the f irs t  reso-
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lu tion . In  answer, C IO  P resident 
P h ilip  M u rra y  spoke a t some 
leng th  on the detailed record o f 
C IO  actions aga inst ra c ia l d is ­
c rim ina tio n .

M u rra y  was able to  c ite  an im - 
pressive record o f CIO  actions 
and to declare th a t no o the r o r­
gan iza tion  could c la im  to  have 
done more than the C IO  on th is  
issue. A l l  th a t was tru e  enough, 
but was not the rea l p o in t in 
question —  w hethe r the CIO was 
doing- a ll i t  could fo r  ra c ia l equal­
ity .

NO C R IT IC IS M  OF FE P C

Absent fro m  the CIO  reso lu ­
tion  is any c r it ic is m  o f the no­
to rious pussyfoo ting  o f the  F a ir  
E m ploym ent P ractices Commit-, 
tee, w h ich has fa ile d  to  crack 
down on em ployers d isc rim in a tin g  
aga inst Negroes.

L ikew ise absent is any c r i t i ­
cism o f the J im  Crow' practices 
o f the governm ent its e lf  in  the 
A rm y , N avy and A ir  Corps. In  
short, w h ile  the C IO  as a whole 
is undoubtedly wholehearted ly 
w ith  the N egro aga inst d isc rim in ­
ation, the CIO  leadership is  com­
m itted  to covering up Roosevelt’c 
respons ib ility  fo r  the con tinu ing  
o f d isc rim in a tio n  in  governm ent 
and in dus try .

The discussion was notable fo r  
the w ay in  w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  
rushed to the aid o f the CIO  lead­
ersh ip  in  re s is tin g  s treng then ing  
o f the  reso lu tion . S ta lin is t dele­
gates from  the N a tion a l M a ritim e  
U nion (S m ith ), the U n ited  E lec­
tr ic a l W orkers (W m . S en tner), 
the Lea the r W orkers  (F e ing lass), 
and P h ilip  C onnolly  o f the  C a li­
fo rn ia  In d u s tr ia l Council, a ll 
rushed to the m icrophone to  de­
fend the reso lu tion. In fo rm ed  
delegates nudged each o th e r in 
amusement as th is  parade was 
on.

There is a ce rta in  vagueness 
concerning the  actua l present 
m em bership o f the CIO. The M u r­
ra y  re p o rt gave no fig u re s , b u t 
there have been several o ra l r e f ­
erences to  “ about f iv e  m illio n ”  
and one to “ over f iv e  m illio n .”  
The p la in  fa c t is th a t, in  a year 
o f unprecedented increase o f em­
ploym ent, the CIO does no t c la im  
much g ro w th  beyond la s t year.

W H E R E  Y O U  C A N  G E T 

T H E  M IL IT A N T

Boston— A delm an’s Newsstand 
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Chicago —  Socia lis t Bookshop, 
Room 421, 160 N. W ells St.

D e tro it— The S atu rday Book­
shop, Room 5, 3513 W ood­
ward Ave., open S atu rday 
evenings fro m  6 to 9 o’clock.

H a rlem — Newsstands a t n o rth ­
west corner o f Lenox Ave. 
and 125th St. and a t the 
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N ew ark  (D o w n to w n )— News­
stand, 11 S pring fie ld  Ave., 
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New Haven —  Nodelm an’s 
News Depot, 106 Church St., 
near Chapel.

Roxbury, Mass. —  F rie n d ly
V a r ie ty  Newsstand, Grove 
H a ll.

Seattle  -— E ckh a rt News, 102 
W ash ing ton S treet.
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Election Results Show Need 
For Nationwide Labor Party

Second Front Depends On Political 
As Well As Military Considerations

By M A R K  B R A D E N

(The fo l low ing artic le, deal­
ing  ic i th  some of the po l i t ica l  
considerations affecting the 
Question of a second fron t ,  icas 
received by T H E  M IL IT A N T  
more than a week before United 
States forces landed in  N o r th  
Afr ica . I t  is  p r in ted  here as a 
discussion of a po l i t ica l question 
overlooked or distorted by most 
commentators. I t  w i l l  be follow­
ed by other artic les in  subse­
quent issues dealing w i th  other 
aspects of the same general 
question.— Ed.)

E ve ry  tim e  the question o f the  
second f ro n t  is raised, Roosevelt 
and C hurch ill assert th a t the 
second f ro n t  is exclusive ly a m il i­
ta ry  question w h ich should be 
le f t  to  the general s ta ffs  and its  
m il ita ry  s tra teg is ts .

Yes, the second f ro n t  is a m il i­
ta ry  question and one w hich the 
im p e ria lis ts  w i l l  w e igh ca re fu lly  
before they launch an invasion o f 
Europe. B u t like  every o ther 
m a jo r m il ita ry  move, beneath its  
p u re ly  m il ita ry  aspects are grave 
p o lit ic a l issues.

The S ta lin is t po licy o f m aking 
every concession to  the  “ demo­
cracies”  in  re tu rn  fo r  the “ second 
f ro n t  in  1942”  becomes more 
g la r in g ly  ba nkru p t every day. 
R oosevelt-C hurch ill have claimed 
they are a ll fo r  the  second fro n t,  
b u t th a t they don’t  w a n t to  
launch a p rem ature  invasion 
w h ich m ig h t be defeated. Behind 
th is  rep ly , however, are concealed 
p o lit ic a l m otiva tions w h ich  c lea r­
ly  reveal th e ir  rea l views on th is  
question:

The u n d e rly in g  s tra te g y  o f 
R oosevelt-C hurch ill thus fa r  has 
been to g ive the Soviet Un ion 
on ly  th a t am ount o f aid w h ich 
w i l l  keep i t  in  the  f ig h t aga inst 
G erm any bu t w i l l  d ra in  its  f ig h t­
in g  forces and economic capa­
cities. I t  m ust never be fo rgo tte n  
f o f  a m om ent th a t w o rld  im ­
pe ria lism  is hostile  to  the  w o rk ­
ers’ state, even in  its  degenerated 
S ta lin is t fo rm ; and th a t i f  H i t ­
le r  is defeated, the “ dem ocra tic”  
im p e ria lis ts  w i l l  renew th e ir  e f­
fo r ts  o f 1918-20 to  destroy the 
nationalized economy in  the 
USSR. The g lorious defense of the 
Soviet w o rkers  has shown the 
whole w o rld  the te r r if ic  f ig h tin g  
capacities generated by the  eco­
nom ic conquests o f O ctober; b u t 
the  s taggering  losses in  m an­
power, te r r ito r y  and economy

to the defenders o f the Soviet 
Union on the one hand, and to  its  
R oosevelt-C hurch ill “ fr ien ds ”  on 
the other.
To the fo rm e r, i t  emphasizes the 
m o rta l p e ril in  w h ich  the Soviet 
U n ion finds  its e lf  as a re s u lt o f 
the catastrophic polic ies o f S ta­
lin ism ; to  the im p e ria lis t “ a llies ,”  
these losses mean th a t they  have 
so fa r  been la rg e ly  successful in  
le tt in g  G erm any and the Soviet 
U n ion m u tu a lly  weaken each 
other. T h is  fa c to r  is ever-present 
in  second f ro n t  considerations o f 
the im peria lis ts .

T H E  K IN D  O F  V IC T O R Y  
T H E Y  W A N T

B u t sooner o r la te r the “ demo­
c ra tic ”  im p e ria lis ts  m us t come to 
decisive s trugg les W ith H it le r ;  
the  stakes fo r  w h ich  the y  are 
f ig h t in g  d ic ta te  th a t the y  invade 
Europe, and a ll the evidence in ­
dicates the y  are now c a re fu lly  
p repa ring  fo r  th a t.

W hen they do launch the in ­
vasion, however, i t  w i l l  be on ly  
under such conditions th a t they  
believe w i l l  ensure th e ir  v ic to ry  
over H it le r  w ith o u t exhausting 
th e ir  own forces. F o r an exhaust­
in g  s trugg le  w ould leave them  
helpless in  the face o f the rising- 
tide  o f w o rke rs ’ revo lts .

Consequently, they w i l l  invade 
on ly  when the y  have a trem end­
ous force capable n o t on ly  o f de­
fe a tin g  H it le r  bu t also o f m a in ­
ta in in g  “ o rder”  among the op­
pressed European masses. Jus t as 
H it le r ’s baydnets propped up thq  j 
defeated P eta in  governm ent, so 
the “ dem ocra tic”  im p e ria lis ts  
w i l l  use th e ir  arm ed forces to  
prop up the defeated German im ­
pe ria lis ts  aga inst the re v o lt o f 
the German masses, o r to  estab­
lish  another v a r ie ty  o f d ic ta to r­
ship aga inst the European w o rk ­
ers.

I

To the “ dem ocratic”  im p e r ia l- ,

(Continued fro m  page 1)

publicans won because m any w ork  
ers did no t fee l i t  w o rth w h ile  to 
go to  the po lls fo r  the candidates 
whom they  had elected previous­
ly .

D E M O C R A TIC  A L IB I

A d m in is tra tio n  spokesmen, in ­
c lud ing  V ice-P resident H e n ry  A . 
W allace, and a d m in is tra tio n  pa­
pers such as PM , have tr ie d  to 
make i t  appear th a t the “ ap a thy ”  
on the p a r t o f the w orkers  Was 
due to sa tis fac tion  w ith  adm in­
is tra tio n  policies. T h is  “ exp lana­
t io n ”  can bo re fu te d  on many 
grounds.

F o r one th in g , the w orkers gen­
e ra lly  vote in g rea te r numbers 
when they fee l re a lly  in terested. 
In  1934, a m id te rm  election, and 
in  1936, when m ost w orkers were 
sold on the New Deal, they gave 
the Dem ocrats the greatest Con­
gressional m a jo ritie s  in  many 
decades.

F urthe rm ore , the vote in New 
Y o rk  S tate also serves, to b low  
up th is  a lib i. There the w o rke rs ’ 
in te res t in the elections was ve ry  
keen, and th e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  in 
the v o tin g  was a lm ost as g reat 
as usual, corresponding to the 
predictions.

T H E  A L P  V O TE  IN  N . Y.

F o r in  New Y o rk , in  con trast 
to o ther im p o rta n t states, a la rge  
section o f the w o rk ing  class fe lt  
i t  had a rea l choice, and a s ig n if i­
cant num ber o f them  voted fo r  
A lfa n g e  on the  Am erican Labor 
P a rty  tic k e t in  opposition to  the 
Dem ocrat Bennett and the Repub­
lican Dewey.

A  to ta l o f 409,000 votes were 
cast fo r  A lfan ge . T h is  represent­
ed m ore than  1 0  per cent o f the 
state vote, and included 18 per 
cent o f the New  Y o rk  C ity  to ­
ta l.  T h is  represented a ve ry  
sm all decline in  the to ta l state 
vote cast fo r  the A L P  candidate 
fo r  governor in 1938, a lthough i t  
was a sm all in c rea se 'in  the per­
centage o f the  state vote over 
th a t year.

B u t the po litica l s ign ificance o f 
the A L P  constitu tes som eth ing 
fa r  g re a te r than these fig u re s  
show by themselves.

In  the f ir s t  place, the workers 
were vo tin g  fo r  an independent 
candidate o f labo r la s t week, 
w h ile  in  1938 they were vo tin g  
fo r  the Dem ocrat Lehm an on the 
A L P  line  o f the vo tin g  machine. 
In  1938 the choice before the 
w orkers was which lever to  push 
down fo r  the same c a p ita lis t can­
didate. In  1942 the choice was 
an independent candidate in  op­

position to  a ca p ita lis t p a r ly  can­
didate.

I t  is tru e  th a t the w orkers  were 
s t i l l  v o tin g  fo r  a re fo rm is t p ro­
gram  when the y  voted fo r  the 
A L P  la s t week, bu t now they 
were do ing i t  in  opposition to  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  w h ich they had 
so long supported.

S t jll more, they were vo tin g  an 
independent tic k e t even though 
the y  knew th e ir  candidate did 
no t have a chance o f being elect­
ed, which is a ve ry  im p o rta n t 
psychological consideration to  the 
average m il ita n t w o rke r, who 
docs no t w a n t to  waste his vote.

Even m ore im p o rtan t, they 
were do ing i t  in  opposition to  the 
plea o f Roosevelt, who asked 
them  no t to  cast a p ro tes t vote 
and urged them to vote fo r  Ben­
ne tt.

M any se lf-s ty led  “ astu te ”  p o li­
tic ians ' claim ed th a t Roosevelt 
re a lly  “ did no t mean th is ,”  th a t 
he was ju s t p re tend ing lo y a lty  to 
p a r ty  tra d itio n s  and th a t he re a l­
ly  wanted the  w orkers  to p ile  up 
a b ig  vote fo r  A lfan ge  so th a t 
he could r id  h im se lf o f the F a r­
ley  opposition in the Dem ocratic 
P a rty .

None o f these “ acute”  people 
has ye t tr ie d  to  exp la in  why i t

ta in ly  no t the cause o f the h igh  
vote g iven the A L P . The choice 
o f A lfan ge  undoubtedly d ishe a rt­
ened m any ra n k -a n d -file  A L P  
Workers. The vote fo r  A lfa n g e  
was no t a vote fo r  h im  as an in ­
d iv idua l —  i t  was a vote fo r  an 
independent labo r ticke t.

The cam paign its e lf  was ru n  in 
an inep t and de fea tis t m anner. 
The p la tfo rm  o f the  A L P  was 
alm ost ind is tingu ishab le  from, 
th a t o f the Dem ocrats and Re­
publicans. A lfa n g e  avoided a ll 
the fundam enta l issues.

And yet, despite a ll the ob-

The Nov. 3 elections also show­
ed th a t the  w o rkers  are ready 
fo r  a labor p a rty  —  negative ly , 
on the p a rt o f the 10 to  15% o f 
the voters, m ost o f them  w o rk ­
ers, who were expected to  vote 
and did no t —  pos itive ly , on the 
p a rt o f the  approx im ate ly  same 
percentage o f the New  Y o rk  vo t­
ers who supported the f i r s t  s ta te ­
wide independent candidate in  the 
h is to ry  o f the  A L P .

LA B O R  P A R T Y  IS  NO W  
N E E D E D  A N D  P O S S IB LE

A  labo r p a rty  would qu ick ly
stacles —  in te rna l, ex te rna l and I w in  the support of' m ore than
psychological —  the w orkers saw 
the class line  c le a rly  enough to 
p ile  up a vote wh ich fa r  exceed­
ed the A L P  leaders’ fondest ex­
pectations.

these 15 per cent o f the voters, 
who represent in  m any ways the 
m ost advanced and m il ita n t  sec­
tions o f the w o rk in g  class. Once 
a labo r p a r ty  was form ed* the 
o the r w o rkers  w ou ld  soon recog­
nize i t  as a step fo rw a rd  and 

The Nov. 3 elections showed I would g ive i t  th e ir  allegiance.

T H E  N E W  CONGRESS

the need fo r  the crea tion  o f a 
labo r p a rty . The present Con­
gress, reac tionary  though i t  is, 
w i l l  be replaced by an even more 
reac tiona ry  crowd in  January. 
Even before i t  has been seated, 
there  is a lready increased ta lk  in 
W ash ing ton o f a sales ta x , abo­
li t io n  o f the N a tion a l Labo r Re­
la tions A c t and o f the 40-hour

was th a t Sidney H illm a n , Roose-1  week, etc.
v e lt ’s m ost consistent labor lack­
ey who ce rta in ly  is in  a position 
to  know w hat Roosevelt “ means,”  
deserted the A L P  in  th is  cam ­
paign and swung the o ffic ia l sup­
po rt o f the po w e rfu l A m algam ­
ated C lo th ing  W orkers behind 
Bennett.

IN T E R N A L  O BSTAC LES

T his  vote fo r  A lfa n g e  was re ­
corded, also, in  sp ite  o f m any ob­
stacles raised by the A L P  leaders 
themselves, who were more su r­
prised a t the encouraging ou t­
come o f the A lfa n g e  cam paign 
than  anyone else.

The A L P  leaders had no t w an t­
ed o r ig in a lly  to  run  an independ­
en t candidate. They would have 
been more than satis fied  to  set­
t le  fo r  some “ acceptable”  Dem ­
ocra t —  th a t is, acceptable in  the 
sense th a t the A L P  leaders would 
have a chance o f “ se llin g ”  h im  
to the w orkers as a “ fr ien d  of 
labor.”

B u t the reactionary  trends in ­
tens ified  by the  w a r and reflected 
in a ll c a p ita lis t pa rties  made th is  
im possible, and the  A L P  leaders 
were forced to  go th rou gh  w ith  
an independent cam paign, hoping 
to ge t enough votes so th a t they  
would be “ recognized”  by the  cap­
ita l is t  pa rties n e x t tim e.

T h e ir choice o f A lfa n g e , a co l­
orless Tam m any hack, was cer-

The m ost a n ti- la b o r section o f 
Congress has long been the 
Southern Dem ocrats, elected by 
a sm all m in o r ity  o f the- southern 
e lectorate. T h e ir num bers have 
no t increased as a re su lt o f the 
Nov. 3 elections, bu t th e ir  re la ­
tiv e  s treng th  has. They n o w  
c le a rly  ho ld the balance o f pow­
er between the  Republican and 
Dem ocratic congressmen, and w il l  
obviously have a g re a te r voice 
than before in  le g is la tio n  a ffe c t­
in g  the w orkers  o f the whole 
nation.

In  addition, such a p a rty , by 
adop ting  a f ig h t in g  a n ti-c a p ita l­
is t p rogram  could w in  the  sup­
p o rt o f the g re a te r p a r t  o f the 
fa rm ers  and m iddle class, who 
voted fo r  the Republicans in  th is  
la s t cam paign no t because they  
are convinced th a t i t  w i l l  bene fit 
them  bu t because the y  saw nc 
o ther sizeable p a rty  th rough  
w hich they  could re g is te r th e ir  
protests.

A  labor p a rty  can and should 
be form ed now. W orkers  should 
not make the m istake o f th in k in g  
th a t p o lit ic a l problem s are se t­
tled  ju s t because the elections are 
over.

Unless they prepare now, they 
w il l  he unprepared when the  next 
na tiona l elections come around in 
1944, and when the fasc is t dema­
gogues in  th is  coun try  set ou t 
seriously to  create a mass base 
among the bewildered and des­
perate m iddle class.

C. P. Helped To Elect 
Minnesota Republicans

(Continued fro m  page 1) ask the support o f the w o rk ing  
masses o f M innesota to place a 
w o rk in g  class ad m in is tra tio n  in  

_  office and clean out the corrupt
B u t Petersen did  no t Conduct a n ti.]abor stassen machine, w h ich

I lias placed so many reactionary j 
i laws upon the sta tute books o f 1

in g  Trades Council and a number 
of others.

the k in d  o f campaign w h ich  could 
have aroused real enthusiasm  
among the workers. He did  not 
a ttem pt to u n ify  the Farm er-La­
bor movement by ca llin g  upon the 
organized w orkers and farm ers to 
get. r id  o f the S ta lin is t d isrupters 
and rebu ild  the Farm er-Labor As­
sociation as an in s tru m en t of 
working-class po litica l action.

A lthough he was the Farm er- 
Labor standard bearer, he d id  not

Stalin Says Imperialists 
W ill Save The Soviet Union

(Continued from  page 1 )

in  the fo rm  o f a second f ro n t  by 
B r ita in  and the  U n ited  States.

S ta lin ’s policies have no t re ­
sulted in  any e ffec tive  aid fo r  the 
Soviet U n ion. La s t week, s t i l l  ab­
so lv ing  his own policies o f re ­
spo ns ib ility  fo r  no t securing such 
aid, S ta lin  again said th a t the 
defeats were due to  “ the absence 
o f a second f ro n t ” ; and he again 
prom ised th a t the  Soviet U n ion 
would be saved from  d isaster by 
a second f ro n t o f the im p e ria lis ts  
which was bound to  come “ soon­
er o r la te r.”

D E F E N D S  H IS  P O LIC Y
A  good p a r t o f his la te s t speech 

was consumed in a tta ck in g  the 
idea th a t a second f ro n t  would no t 
be created. U nquestionab ly th is  
p a rt o f his speech was intended 
p r im a r ily  fo r  home consum ption; 
the re  would be no p o in t a t th is  
tim e  in h is d ire c tin g  such propa­
ganda tow a rd  the  U. S. o r B r i t ­
a in.

F o r the la s t s ix  m onths there 
has been a g ro w in g  d issa tis fac­
tio n  on the p a rt o f the Soviet 
masses w ith  S ta lin ’s im p e ria lis t 
a llies (and consequently, m ost 
lik e ly , w ith  S ta lin ’s po licy o f re ­
ly in g  on thorn.) E v id en tly  th is

d issa tis fac tion  has become so j ian d iv is ions”  w h ile  the A x is  has 
widespread th a t S ta lin  now feels | 240 div is ions on the Soviet fro n t.
i t  necessary to  speak ou t openly 
against it .

To th is  end S ta lin  launched 
in to  a eu logy o f his im p e ria lis t 
allies, c la im in g  th a t the y  were 
fig h tin g  fo r  the “ ab o lition  o f r a ­
c ia l exclusiveness, eq u a lity  o f na­
tions and the in te g r ity  o f th e ir  
te rr ito r ie s , libe ra tion  o f enslaved 
nations and the  res to ra tion  o f 
th e ir  sovereign r ig h ts ,”  etc., etc.

R ealiz ing th a t th is  whitewash 
o f im p e ria lis ts  who refuse to  free 
th e ir  own colon ia l slaves o r abol­
ish th e ir  own J im  Crow laws 
could no t be very  persuasive, S ta ­
lin  w ent on to  b e litt le  the  im ­
portance o f “ the  d iffe rence  in  
the ideologies and social systems 
o f the countries composing the 
A ng lo  - Soviet - A m erican coa li­
tion .”

B A S IC  D IF F E R E N C E S

There are such differences, 
S ta lin  said, b u t B r ita in  and the 
U n ited  States w i l l  launch a sec­
ond f ro n t  sooner o r la te r because 
to  do so is in  th e ir  own in te r ­
ests as w e ll as those o f the So­
v ie t U nion.

T h a t a second f ro n t w i l l  serve 
the in te rests  o f U . S .-B ritish  im - 

-------------------------------------------------------- j pe ria lism  is obviously tru e . B u t
cost to  the Soviet w orkers and ; because o f the d iffe rence  in  th e ir

The D a ily  W orke r In th is  coun­
t r y  has also denounced the idea 
o f a second f ro n t  th rou gh  south­
ern Europe. The W o rke r’s “ V e t­
eran Commander,”  p la in ly  a GPU 
agent who p r in ts  w h a t the K re m ­
lin  w ants, com plained b it te r ly  on 
Nov. 1 aga inst W illk ie ’s ca ll in  
a recent rad io  broadcast fo r  a 
second f ro n t  th rou gh  Ita ly .

T H E  A F R IC A N  F R O N T

the w o rld  w o rk in g  class, would 
be more than counter-w eighed by 
the invaders ’ bloody a tte m p t to  
suppress the European w o rk in g

. , , „ , . . . class. The second f ro n t  w ould re -lsts, a second f ro n t  invasion is a ; , .  .. ....
to  Rmnsh ieve the m il i ta ry  pressure o f H i t -  

I le on ly  to  establish a new r in g  
o f im p e r ia lis t steel aga inst the 
Soviet U n ion.

tw o -fro n te d ”  f ig h t :  to  smash 
German im p e ria lism ’s a tte m p t tq  
red iv ide  the w o rld , and to  p reven t 
the oppressed European masses 
fro m  u t il iz in g  the  occasion to  es­
tab lish  th e ir  own w orke i's ’ re ­
gimes.

U nder such circum stances, fa r  
fro m  being a concession to  the 
S ta lin is t demands o r a v ic to ry  o f 
the S ta lin is t position , the second 
f ro n t  w i l l  present a te rr ib le  im ­
p e r ia lis t th re a t to  the w o rk in g  
class.

W hatever m il i ta ry  advantages 
m ig h t accrue fro m  a second fro n t,

have a to ta l ly  d iffe re n t m eaning a lready purchased a t s taggering

ideologies and social systems, the 
in te res ts  o f the  Soviet Un ion and 
the  im p e ria lis ts  are d iffe re n t. 
Consequently a second fro n t  
launched by the im p e ria lis ts  w ill 
be calcula ted to  serve in te rests 
d iffe re n t from  those o f the USSR 
T h is  was g ra ph ica lly  il lu s tra te d  
the day a fte r  S ta lin ’s speech.

The S ta lin is ts  have n o t looked 
w ith  fa v o r on the  idea o f a sec­
ond f ro n t  th rou gh  southern Eu- 

the “ dem ocrats”  to  police th e ; rope and the Balkans. Accord ing 
w o rld  w i l l  be placed on the  same | to  P resident Roosevelt’s Nov. 10 
scrap heap as H it le r ’s dreams f o r ' press conference, S ta lin  was in - 
a 1000 years o f N azi ru le . U nder ( fo rm ed in  advance about the 
the banner o f the S ocia lis t U n ited  com ing N o rth  A fr ic a n  invasion, 
S tates o f Europe, the w o rkers  even i f  he was no t g iven a voice 
and peasants can fo llo w  the road in decid ing about i t .  Despite th is ,

B u t the  oppressed w orkers  and 
peasants o f Europe s t i l l  have no t 
had th e ir  say. A l l  the  dreams o f

blazed by Len in  and T ro ts k y  and 
see to  i t  th a t the second im p e ria l­
is t  w a r w i l l  end in  the  defeat o f 
im peria lism .

S ta lin  on Nov. 6  emphasized the 
secondary ro le  o f the  A fr ic a n  op­
era tions w h ich  invo lve  “ in  a ll fo u r 
G erm an div is ions and eleven Ita l-

Nevertheless, Am erican and 
B r it is h  troops landed in  N o rth  
A fr ic a , on Nov. 7, and Roosevelt 
po in ted ly  declared th a t th is  was 
“ an e ffec tive  second f ro n t  assist­
ance”  to  the  USSR.

S ta lin  does no t w a n t h is  im ­
p e r ia lis t a llies  in  the  Balkans —  
which cons titu te  a dagger p o in t­
ed a t the hea rt o f the  USSR —  
when H it le r ’s m il ita ry  power is 
b roken; he w ants a second f ro n t 
th rou gh  western Europe so th a t 
he w i l l  be able to  move h is fo r ­
ces in  tim e  to  have som eth ing to 
say about post-w ar Europe.

B u t h is  im p e ria lis t a llies  are 
not concerned w ith  S ta lin ’s w ish­
es; they are serv ing  th e ir  own 
in te rests, and th a t is  w hy the 
second f ro n t  takes place in  the 
fo rm  and a t the tim e  th a t T H E Y  
want.

S ta lin  w i l l  no t adm it it ,  bu i 
advanced w orkers  can see th a t i t  
is prec ise ly  “ the d iffe rence  in 
ideologies and social system s”  —  
the h o s t ility  o f the im p e ria lis ts  
to  the na tiona lized economy o f 
the USSR —  w h ich governs a ll 
questions dealing w ith  the second 
fro n t.

W h ile  S ta lin  places the fa te  o f

Minnesota. j.
T H E  C. P. V O TE

The Communist P arty  ra n  Can­
didates fo r t ile  offices of Governor. 
Ra ilroad and Warehouse Commis­
sioner, and Representative from  
the F ourth  D is tr ic t. These were 
the offices fo r w h ich  an ti-S ta lin - 
is t Farm er-Laborites had been 
successful in  the p r im a ry  election. 
The S ta lin is t candidates used the 

! campaign in  order td p u t fo r th  
th e ir  hyste rica l demand fo r a sec­
ond fron t, opposition to so-called 
“ appeasers,”  etc.

I t  appears certa in  from  the pres­
ent uno ffic ia l tabu la tion  of elec­
tio n  re tu rns  th a t the S ta lin is ts  
w ill increase th e ir  vote over 1940 
when th e ir  p res identia l candi­
date. E a rl B row der received 2711 
votes and th e ir  s ticke r candidates 
fo r  state offices obtained an aver­
age of 300 votes.

Considering the large sum of 
money which the M innesota Sta­
lin is ts  put. in to  the 1942 campaign 
— they had I I  or 12  rad io  speech­
es, fo r  example, m any of them on 
class A  tim e —  and, more im por­
tan t. considering the “ popu lar”  
line  which th e ir  1942 candidates 
pu t fo rth , the possible doub ling of 
B row der’s 1940 vote does not rep­
resent a very s ign ifican t gain.

In  1910 Grace Carlson received 
8761 votes as the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P arty  candidate fo r U. S. Sen­
a to r from  Minnesota. In  the cam­
paign ju s t ended, she ran as a 
s ticke r candidate, so her vote w i l l  
not he reported u n t il the State 
Canvassing Board meets on No­
vember 17.

S. W . P. C A M P A IG N
Despite the encouraging res­

ponse to the 1940 T rotskyist, cam­
paign. i t  was feasible on ly  to run 
a s ticke r campaign in  th is  elec­
tion . Two thousand citizens who 
did not vote in  the p r im a ry  elec­
t ion  must sign a pe t i t ion  before 
a N o ta ry  Public in  order to place 
the name o f the candidate of a 
m in o r ity  pa rty  on the ba llo t.

The state law  fu rth e r provides j 
th a t both the c ircu la to r o f the 
pe titio n  and the s igner may he 
punished by prison sentences i f  
the law  is vio lated in  any tech­
n ica l de ta il .

In  the muddle of opportunism , 
fakery, and o u trig h t treachery 
w h ich  characterized the election 
campaigns of o ther so-called 
w o rk ing  class parties in  M inne-

,, c . . tt ■ • ,, , , - i sota th is  year, the candidate of
the Soviet U n ion  in  the  hands o f Socia list W orkers P a rty
im peria lism  w hich by its  v e ry  : b).ought the c la r ity  of p r in cipled
na tu re  m ust desire the  destruc­
tio n  o f the USSR as a w o rke rs ’ i

M arxist! po litics.
To the w orkers and farm ers of

state, he re jec ts  the  p o lic ie s : Minnesota, s trugg ling  under the 
which alone could m obilize r e a l ' heavy burclen of the w a r, com rade 
e ffec tive  assistance to  the USSR 
—  a re vo lu tio n a ry  second f ro n t  
by the oppressed peoples o f E u ­
rope and Germany. N e x t week we 
sha ll discuss th is  aspect o f S ta­
l in ’s speech.

Grace Carlson brought the mes- j 
sage of in te rn a tio n a l socialism  —  
tho message o f hope fo r  a fu tu re  
society, free from  the ba rba rities  
of war, fascism, ra c ia l repression 
and colon ia l ty ranny.

WE CELEBRATE THE 
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

By Joseph Hansen

Opening Speech at SWP Meeting in N. Y.
I t  is  a g rea t h is to ric  p riv ile g e  tr if le d  the masses o f the whole 

to  be able to  celebrate the ex- w orld , in s p ir in g  them  w ith  hope 
istence o f the w o rkers ’ sta te  fo r  and confidence and the de term i- 
a q u a rte r o f a cen tu ry . F o r  na tion  to  s tr ik e  ou t fo r  them - 
thousands o f years planned selves.
society was no th in g  bu t a dream i These p e tty  bourgeois rad ica ls 
o f the fu tu re , a d is ta n t g o a l; were unable to  see w h a t the 
which one could not hope to  see j M a rx is ts  saw— th a t they m ust 
a lthough he gave his l i fe  in  U19 place the revo lu tion  o f 1905 under 
s trugg le  to  a tta in  it .  Even when the m icroscope and s tudy i t  w ith  
such a society became ob jec tive ly  the m ost scrupulous sc ientific  
possible, thousands and tens o f care. They were unable to  seo 
o f thousands who hoped to  pa r- th a t o u t o f 1905 would come a 
tic ip a te  in  the v ic to rious  s tru g - s t i l l  m ig h tie r  upsurge o f the 
gle never gained th e ir  w ish, w orkers and peasants.
W ha t wouldn ’ t  M a rx  and Engels The confidence and toughness 
have given i f  they could have o f the M a rx is ts  proved well 
lived  to  see the  f ru it io n  o f th e ir  ju s tifie d . 1905 was the necessary 
s tru g g le  in  the m ig h ty  leap fo r-  cond ition  fo r  the  revo lu tion  o f 
w a rd  which hum an ity  took in  1917. I t  was the dress rehearsal 
1 9 1 7 ! fo r  1917. W ith o u t the experience

F o r o f a ll the  g re a t h is to r ic  o f 1905 the revo lu tion  o f 1917 
gains w h ich  m ankind has made could no t have become v ic torious, 
since ou r species f ir s t  became able The revo lu tion  o f 1917, how­
to th in k  and to  w o rk  ou t methods ever, d iffe re d  fro m  a ll previous 
o f c o n tro llin g  the  su rround ing  revo lu tions in  one pro found 
environm ent, the  g rea test sing le  respect. W hereas p rev ious ly  the 
step fo rw a rd  was th a t taken in  m ost the re c u rr in g  revo lu tion  had 
October, 1917 when the Russian succeeded in  estab lish ing was a 
p ro le ta r ia t blalzed the  pa thw ay to  power dual to  th a t o f the bour- 
the planned w o rld  economy o f the geoisie, now the w orkers had con- 
fu tu re . quered state power and managed

O ur ce lebration o f the October to  ho ld it .  T h is  enabled them  to 
R evolu tion constitu tes no t on ly  smash the bourgeoisie as a class 
praise o f th is  g re a t accom plish- and thereby to  la y  the economic 
m ent b u t m ore p rope rly  its  foundations o f a new order, 
defense. The conquests w h ich the I t  is  the existence o f these eco- 
Russian w orkers and peasants nom ic foundations th a t has given 
made under the  leadership o f  the Soviet Un ion its  g reat v ita l ity  
Len in  and T ro ts k y  face danger and which pe rm its  us to say w ith  
o f destruction  today m ore acute sc ientific  precision th a t i t  is  s t i l l  
than a t any tim e  in  the h is to ry  ve ry  much a live. W e can sec the 
o f the Soviet U n ion. ve rifica tio n  o f th is  sc ientific

judgm ent in  the m agnificent 
* 1 defense p u t up by the  Soviet peo-

O ur defense o f the  Soviet P>e aga inst the  im p e ria lis t 
U n ion includes its  defense invader.
against ce rta in  fo rm e r frie n d s  o f  In  the past the  p e tty  bourgeois 
the USSR, and th a t is w h a t I  rad ica ls  had a semblance o f 
w ant to  ta lk  about. These fo rm e r ju s tific a tio n  fo r  th e ir  de fea tis t 
friends  have abandoned the mood, fo r  the bourgeoisie re ­
defense o f the Soviet U n ion, established its  power, apparen tly  
They considered the  October on a f irm e r basis than before. 
Revolu tion and its  conquests as The m iserable, cow ard ly  charact- 
liqu idated even before the  a tta ck  er o f the present de featis ts  can 
o f H it le r ’s arm ies. be judged fro m  the fa c t  th a t the

W hy do these people consider 1917 revo lu tion  was no t vanquish- 
Ihe O ctober R evolu tion as hav ing  ed in  a fe w  days n o r in  a fefV 
oerished some tim e  ago? A s m onths but' has existed today fo r  
cap ita lism  in  its  death agony a q u a rte r o f a cen tu ry  despite a ll 
reached the impasse o f a second fbe corrod ing in fluence o f S ta lin - 
world w ar, they responded to  the  ism  and despite a ll the blows o f 
w ar pressure em anating  fro m  w o rld  im peria lism . T h e ir s tu p id ity  
the w orld  bourgeoisie who are is evident in  the fa c t th a t they 
irreconcilab le  enemies o f the are incapable o f seeing w h a t eVen 
Soviet U n ion. T h a t is  the  basic the bourgeoisie are aw are o f—  
reason. th a t the  O ctober revo lu tion  ex-*

B u t the y  g ive as th e ir  reason ^ ecP in  the  consciousness o f 
the m onstrous crim es o f the the  w orkers  o f the  whole w o rld —  
S ta lin is t reg im e. These crim es, n° t  on ly  in  Europe b u t in  the 
they say, have reached such colon ia l countries, in  China, Indian 
proportions as to  cons titu te  an the F a r  East, A fr ic a , even here 
economic system h ith e rto  un- *n A m erica ; and th a t w o rld  
known in  h is to ry . D isoriented and cap ita lism  never stood on such 
repelled by  the  degeneration o f insecure foundations as i t  does 
the Soviet U n ion, th e y  gave up today.
all the  conquests o f the October The T ro ts k y is ts  th rou gh ou t the 
Revolution. w orld  celebrate the Russian

Such people are n o t an un- Revolu tion by defending the 
known phenomena. They have ap- S oviet U n ion no t on ly  r i f le  in  
peared before in  h is to ry . They hand bu t p r im a r ily  by fu r th e f-  
constitu te  a tendency th a t is  in g  the  class s tru g g le  agairtst 
easily recognizable. the in te rn a tio n a l bourgeoisie. In

In  1848 the f ir s t  g re a t p ro le - con tra d is tin c tio n  to  the  S ta lin - 
ta ria n  revo lu tion  ended in  defeat, is ts  who defend the Soviet Union 
As a re su lt o f th is  defeat a ll the m a in ly  to  safeguard th e ir  own 
p e tty  bourgeois rad ica ls , the un- bureaucra tic  p riv ileges we defend 
stable elements who had jo ined i t  to advance the in te rests  o f the 
w ith  the  revo lu tion  in  its  up- w o rld  socia lis t revo lu tion , 
sw ing,, now gave up the  w o rke rs ’ The g re a t Bolshevik p a r ty  o f 
cause as hopeless. Lenin and T ro tsky , the m ost

How ever the M a rx is ts  did ho t honest and the m dst revo lu tiona ry  
lose hope. They understood th a t p a r ty  in  h is to ry , was p rin c ip a lly  
in  the  fin a l analysis the  lessons a p roduct o f the  1905 revo lu tion , 
o f the de feat would seep down to  The g re a t product o f the 1917 
the bo ttom -m ost laye rs  o f the  devo lu tion  in  add ition  to  the 
masses and prepare them  fo r  a Soviet U n ion  is the  F o u rth  In -  
new and m ore p o w e rfu l u p ris in g  te rna tion a l, w h ich  on a new his- 
in  the fu tu re . O ut o f those ex- to r ic  leve l continues the tra d i-  
periences in  1848 arose the  F irs t  tions and p rogram  o f Bolshevism. 
In te rn a tio n a l. The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l con-

The confidence o f the  M a rx is ts  s titu tes  in  the p o litica l arena the 
was ju s tified . The experience o f c row n ing  achievem ent o f the 
1848 made possible the  P aris  1917 revo lu tion .
Commune o f 1871 when the w o rk - N ow  in  the m id s t o f a second 
in g  class storm ed the  he ights and W o rlf i W a r i t  m ay seem on the 
gave the w o rld  the  f irs t  sample surface th a t  the  w o rld  labor 
o f w h a t the  w o rke rs ’ governm ent movem ent has reached a new low  
o f the fu tu re  w i l l  look lik e . ebb. In  I ta ly ,  Germ any and Japan

B u t th a t b r ig h t  token o f the  the  w o rke rs ’ O rganizations are 
soc ia lis t society likew ise  was com ple te ly smashed and in  the 
defeated and again g loom  and so-called “ democracies”  they are 
despa ir p reva iled  among the on the re tre a t before the o ffen - 
pe tty-bourgeo is rad ica ls. The sive o f B ig  Business.
F ir s t  In te rn a tio n a l was over- B u t underneath, the revo lu tion  
whelmed in  the backwash o f re - is p re pa ring  fo r  another leap fo r*  
action. w ard. A  new October is fo rm in g

The P aris  Commune, however, — a new October th a t w i l l  be a 
became fo r  the M a rx is ts  a model con tinua tion  and extension o f the 
fo r  study. O ut o f the experiences old. I t  w i l l  b u rs t ou t o f the blood- 
o f the  P aris  Commune arose the shed and destruction  o f the  
Second In te rn a tio n a l w h ich b u ilt  second w o rld  w a r w ith  inv inc ib le  
po w e rfu l mass pa rties  and spread force and sweep the en tire  e a ftfi. 
the  p rogram  o f sc ientific  s o c ia l Then on the  t ita n ic  scale o f tho 
ism  to  a l l the fa r  com ers o f the  com pleted w o rld  revo lu tion , 
earth . hu m an ity  can look back a t

The P aris  Commune prepared October 1917. W ha t w i l l  be th e if  
the  Bolsheviks fo r  th e ir  g re a t judgm ent?  They w i l l  see i t  ks 
ro le  in  the  re vo lu tio n  o f 1905 in  the f irs t  b r i l l ia n t  conquest o f 
Russia, when the w o rk in g  class socia lis t society— the dawn 6 # 
reared a soc ia lis t governm ent in rea l c iv iliz a tio n . They w i l l  sOe 
opposition to  Czarism . th a t the  Russian R evolution and

B u t th a t revo lu tion  too was the defense o f its  conquests was 
defeated. A nd aga in  a period o f the  indispensable cond ilion  fo r  
intense reaction  set in , the  reac- f ina l v ic to ry . A nd they w i l l  also 
tion  w h ich  cu lm ina ted in  the f ir s t  see th a t h is to ry  chose as leaders 
w o rld  w a r. The p e tty  bourgeois fo r  the  ne x t v ic to rious  upsurges 
rad ica ls  scurried fo r  cover. a fte r  1917 on ly  those who were

They were unable to  see th a t  capable o f de fend ing the old 
the re vo lu tion  o f 1905 had elec- positions.

m  1 'LABOR WITH A .WHIT® SKm 
I  h  A  CANNOT EMANCIPATE) ITSBUt

A  I  I U  w h k r k  l a b o r  w i t h  a  b l a c k
SKIN IS BRANDED- — EARL 
MARX.

The Negro Struggle
■ ----------- B v JO H N  S A U N D E R S ..............—

The Effect of the Nov. 3 Elections on the 
Fight to End Jim Crow and Judge Lynch

E ver since Roosevelt came to  [ ers th a t they  are fr ie n d ly  to  the 
the  W h ite  House, m il ita n t  ! asp ira tions o f the Southern ru lin g  
Negroes have protested aga inst class and would never dream  o f 
h is  po licy o f “ appeasing”  the a lte r in g  the  love ly  in s titu t io n  o f 
Southern Dem ocrats. “ w h ite  suprem acy.”

They have pointed crat, w ith  I t  is  no t hard to  guess w hat
complete accuracy, th a t even such a Congress w i l l  t t y  to do
when Roosevelt d id  n o t person- to proposals to  abolish the po ll 
a lly  ob ject to  a p a rtic u la r ta x  o r punish lyn ch in g  o r end 
m easure wh ich the N egro people segregation in  the armed forces, 
wanted passed, he w ould usua lly  So fa r  as the  Negro is con- 
be in fluenced in to  opposing i t  by cerned, the com ing Congress w il l  
the ob jections o f the Southern be one o f the m ost reactionary  
members o f h is p a r ty  in  Con- o f the cen tury , 
gress. Bear in  m ind also th a t unless

W hen Roosevelt trans fe rre d  the a W orkers ’ and F arm ers ’ Gov- 
F a ir  Em ploym ent P ractices Coni- ernm ent is established by the  
rtiittee  to  the ju r is d ic tio n  o f Me- workers, both w h ite  and NegTo, 
N u t t ’s W ar M anpower Com- before then, th is  Congress may 
m ission la s t sum m er, N egro  o r- be in  o ffice no t on ly  fo r  the next 
ganizations protested again. They tw o  years bu t also a t the end o f 
knew  th a t the  funds fo r  the the w ar.
F E P C ’s w ork— and the re fo re  the M ost Negroes have long been 
policies fo r  the  FE P C — could be convinced o f the necessity fo r  
lim ite d  and con tro lled  by Con- beg inn ing a f ig h t aga inst J im  
gress com m ittees it i  Which the  Crow  now and con tinu ing  i t  u n til 
po ll-taxers  have so much in -  the f ig h t is successful, 
fluence. To them  we say : the  elections

Roosevelt h im se lf w ou ld  p roh- show how ju s tifie d  you r a tt itu d e  
ab ly  lik e  to  remove, a t least fo r  is  and how necessary i t  is  to  
the  du ra tion , some o f the  J im  speed up and extend th is  f ig h t 
C row  bars to  N egro  em ploym ent, w ith  a ll the energy a t you r com- 
N o t because he is in terested in  mand.
the N egro ’s w e lfa re , bu t because There are s t i l l  some Negroes 
he w ants to  w in  the w a r. who th in k  i f  they s it  back d u rin g

Nevertheless, he has gone easy f the w a r and act respectable, the 
since the w a r began because he w ay the J im  C row  a r t is ts  w a n t 
doesn’t  w a n t to  s ta r t  a f ig h t w ith  them  to act, th a t m aybe they w i l l  
the  d ie-hard po ll-taxers , who in - ge t some concessions and make 
s is t on m a in ta in in g  J im  Crow  in  some advances, 
f u l l  force, regard less o f  its  e ffec ts  T o  them  we say : W ake up ! 
on the w a r. Stop d ream ing ! Q u it k idd ing

A s is shown by the analysis o f yourselves and o the rs ! The elec- 
the  elections beginning; on Page 1 i tions show th a t you have been 
o f th is  Issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  s u ffe r in g  from  illus ions. The 
and the ed ito ria l dea ling  w ith  the  elections show th a t i f  you don’t 
p o ll ta x  on Page 4, fro m  now on f ig h t fo r  you r r ig h ts , you’ l l  have 
and fo r  the  next tw o  years Con- less o f them  a f te r  the w a r than 
gress is go ing to  be a harder n u t you had before P earl H a rbo r, 
fo r  Negroes to  crack than ever The fig h t aga inst J im  C row  and 
before. Judge Lynch m ay be a l i t t le

The po ll-ta xe rs  are now the  ha rde r fro m  now on. I
balance o f pow er in  Congress. B u t i f  the f ig h t against them  
B oth  Roosevelt and the  Repub- doesn’t  continue now, i t  w i l l  be 
licans w i l l  be fa ll in g  a ll over ve ry  much harder to  achieve 
themselves to  show the p o ll- ta x - rac ia l eq ua lity  la te r on.
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JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  un ion s . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  b y  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w ar p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t attacks.

7 . A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

Talking About 
Stabs In The Back...

A n unprovoked act o f aggression! A  treacherous 
Stab in  the back!

Do such expressions sound fa m ilia r?  They ’ve been 
used so o ften  th a t they should.

M ost recently  these tones o f ind igna tion  have been 
heard from  the French governm ent. Less than a year 
ago they were heard from  the U n ited  States govern­
m ent. Even Japan th is  week denounced the invasion 
o f F rench A fr ic a  as “ ungentlem anly.”  The same 
th in g s  have been said countless tim es by a ll o ther 
im p e ria lis t governm ents.

Remember how Secretary H u ll denounced the deceit 
o f Japan which engaged in  long d ip lom atic  discus­
sions w h ile  P earl H a rbo r was being prepared? T h a t’s 
the  same Secretary H u ll who th is  week s m ilin g ly  ad­
m itted  th a t the governm ent’s po licy o f “ fr ien dsh ip ”  
tow ard  V ichy was designed a ll along to  pave the way 
fo r  an invasion o f the French E m pire.

A  na tion  th a t gets beat to  the punch a lw ays ho l­
le rs. I t  seeks by acting  the p a rt o f in ju re d  innocence 
to  ju s t i fy  its  own im p e ria lis t polic ies and thus ga in 
suppo rt fro m  the masses. T h is  unprovoked aggres­
sion, they say, proves t|»at ours is a ju s t and ho ly  w ar.

A s  fo r  the im p e ria lis t na tions th a t manage to  pu t 
over the “ P earl H arbors,”  they have a d iffe re n t line, 
b u t also a un ifo rm  and by now t r i te  one.

P resident Roosevelt says th a t F rench A fr ic a  was 
invaded “ in  o rder to  fo re s ta ll an invasion o f A fr ic a  
by Germ any and I ta ly . ”  “ The u ltim a te  and g re a te r 
a im  is the lib e ra tio n  o f F rance and its  em pire. .

A nd  H it le r  says he has m arefied in to  unoccupied 
France “ w ith  one sing le  aim , and th a t is to  repel an 
A m erican and B r it is h  land ing . I  have given the order 
to  the  troops to  look a fte r  the in te res ts  o f F rance.”  

A nd  o f course Japan also cla im ed to  have invaded 
China in  self-defense and in  the best in te rests  o f the  
Chinese people. A nd the French governm ent o r ig in a lly  
entered the w ar to  defend poor l i t t le  Poland, d idn ’t  
i t?

W e have o ften said th a t the character o f a w ar 
cannot be determ ined by who s tr ikes  the f i r s t  b low  
o r by d ip lom atic  maneuvers employed to  prepare! the 
f ir s t  b low  or by the in d ig n a n t com pla in ts o f the na ­
t io n  th a t gets s truck  the f ir s t  blow. F o r these are 
methods and argum ents used in te rchangeab ly by a ll 
the  im p e ria lis ts  to  serve th e ir  own reac tiona ry  in ­
terests.

W e hope th a t the la test events w i l l  open the eyes 
o f the w orkers and lead them  to  an exam ination  o f 
the rea l causes o f im p e r ia lis t w a r —  the ca p ita lis t 
system  and the continuous s trugg le  fo r  p ro fits  which 
i t  breeds among a ll c a p ita lis t nations.

The Central Aim
The cen tra l idea around w hich a ll the ac tiv itie s  

and decisions o f the  governm ent revo lve was again 
illu s tra te d  oh F rid a y , Nov. 6.

On th a t day the T reasu ry  D epartm ent announced 
th a t i t  would “ ease u p ”  on the $25,000 lim ita t io n  on 
the  “ sa laries”  o f the bosses.

A nd on the ve ry  same day, the W a r Labor Board, 
w h ich has ju r is d ic tio n  over wages and salaries below 
$5000 a year, cracked down on the w o rke rs ’ wages.

The T reasu ry  made another concession to the boss­
es. I t  ru led  th a t the w e a lthy  who hold contracts 
p ro v id in g  salaries in  excess o f $25,000, would be per­
m itte d  to  continue rece iv ing  th is  “ sa la ry ”  in  1942, 
p ro v id in g  the con trac t was entered in before Oct. 4. 

A  fe w  m onths ago Roosevelt abolished by decree

a ll overtim e pay fo r  week-end and ho liday  w o rk  un ­
less these days were the s ix  and seventh o f a w o rk ­
in g  week. The fa c t th a t m any unions had contracts 
s tip u la tin g  such paym ent did no t h a lt Roosevelt. The 
con tract is no t a t a ll sacred when i t  benefits  the 
w o rke rs ; when i t  favo rs  the bosses i t  is a ho ly  o f 
holies.

The W LB  s te rn ly  n o tif ie d  the  w orkers th a t no t 
even to correct m alad justm ents and inequa lities would 
any group o f employees be allowed to  receive wage 
increases g re a te r than 15 per cent over the January  
1, 1941 level.

In  his s ta tem ent announcing the po licy  o f the W LB , 
the cha irm an o f th a t body, W ill ia m  H . Davis, said 
th a t the board w ould g ra n t increases “ ve ry  spa ring ­
ly ”  and th a t the “ L it t le  S teel”  15 per cent fo rm u la  
would be in te rp re te d  “ ra th e r s tr ic t ly ."

F o r the sm all hand fu l o f cap ita lis ts  who are m ak­
in g  trem endous p ro fits  ou t o f the w a r, the govern­
m ent adopts a po licy  o f conc ilia tion  and makes f u r ­
th e r extensive concessions.

F o r the g re a t mass o f the people, the to ile rs  who 
produce the w ea lth  o f the  na tion , the governm ent 
adopts w ha t Davis calls a “ p re tty  dam n tough po licy .”

N o th in g  illu s tra te s  be tte r than th is  the fundam enta l 
policies o f the  governm ent.

Now He’s 'Our' S.O.B.
“ F rom  the headquarters o f General E isenhower in  

N o rth  A fr ic a  comes the d ram atic  announcement th a t 
General H e n ri G iraud, hero o f tw o w o rld  w ars, has 
a rrived  in  A lg e r ia  and th a t he w i l l  organize there  
a French N o rth  A fr ic a n  A rm y  ‘ to  take up arm s side 
by side w ith  the U n ited  N a tions fo r  the defeat o f 
G erm any and I ta ly  and the lib e ra tio n  o f F rance and 
he r E m p ire ’ .”  F rom  an e d ito r ia l in  the  Nov. 10 
N. Y . T im es.

Who is th is  g re a t “ hero”  who once more unsheathes 
his sword fo r  the cause o f “ lib e ra tio n ? ”

The answer was n o t long  in  com ing. O ut o f the 
w ra n g lin g , b icke rin g  camp o f F rench c a p ita lis t r e f ­
ugees who p re fe r to  kneel a t the fo o t o f  the  A ng lo - 
Am erican m asters ra th e r than bend before the Ger­
man overlo rd comes an answer w r it te n  by the  in fo rm ­
ed P e rtin ax  in the N . Y . T im es the  fo llo w in g  day:

“ A n ti-G e rm an  General G iraud decidedly is, b u t he 
is also an ti-com m un is t and i t  cannot be said th a t 
he ever was a fr ie n d  o f G reat B r ita in . W ith  a l l th a t, 
fo r  the sake o f na tiona l libe ra tion , he dropped fo r  
the present h is a n t i-B r it is h  p re jud ice .”

“ General G iraud is a vigorous leader in  the fie ld . 
He pacified South Morocco before the w a r, bu t in  
B e lg ium  and in N o rth e rn  France tw o  and a h a lf  years 
ago he did no t have the o p p o rtu n ity  to  prove his 
m e ttle .”

“ A l l  Frenchm en opposed to  Germ any who a t the 
same tim e  w a n t to  save the V ichy  reg im e and prevent 
the res to ra tion  o f the repub lic  w i l l  f lo c k  to  General 
G iraud w h ile  fo rm e r republicans take th e ir  stand by 
General de G aulle .”

“ General G iraud ( in  p re -w ar days) belonged to  the 
extrem e r ig h t.  On his s ta f f  o f the Seventh A rm y  
was Guy de W endel who was w on t to  exc la im : ‘Be­
tween H it le r  and S ta lin  I  don’t  hes ita te ; I  am fo r  
H it le r ’.”

“ As P rim e M in is te r and M in is te r o f W ar, M. D a la- 
d ie r did no t re lish  General G iraud ’s pub lic  in d ic t­
ments o f representa tive  in s titu tio n s  and several tim es 
was on the po in t o f d ism iss ing h im .”

Here is the p o r tra it  o f our “ g re a t”  general who 
has been assigned the task o f “ lib e ra tin g ”  F rance:

1. He is a con firm ed opponent o f ca p ita lis t democ­
racy, even o f the  s ick ly  degenerate k ind  represent­
ed by D a lad ie r before the w ar.

2. He is “ an ti-com m un is t,”  th a t is, a foe o f the  
w o rk in g  class and the unions and the re fo re  undoubted­
ly  a supporte r o f fascism .

3. He was a suppo rte r o f the now de funct V ichy  
Regime which collaborated w ith  the N a z i conqueror 
in a re ign  o f te r ro r  aga inst the  F rench people.

4. He is a b it te r  enemy o f the  Soviet U n ion  —  
on whose side he is now supposed to  be f ig h t in g  —  
and pre fe rred  an a llied  invasion o f the w o rke rs ’ sta te  
to a w a r w ith  H it le r .

5. He is a butcher o f colon ia l peoples. A s  a “ g re a t 
genera l”  he won his spurs “ p a c ify in g ”  the  helpless 
natives o f Morocco.

6. He d iffe rs  fro m  de Gaulle on ly  in  the tim e  he 
jum ped on the A ng lo -A m erica n  bandwagon. De 
Gaulle, leader o f “ Republicans”  is an avowed m on­
a rch is t and rece n tly  took to  h is  bosom V a llin , one 
o f the leaders o f the F rench fa s c is t C ro ix  de Feu.

The N . Y . T im es commented in  its  ed ito ria l th a t 
G iraud ’s “ assum ption o f leadership o f the Free French 
m ovem ent in  N o rth  A fr ic a  cannot fa i l  to  a id  ou r 
cause enorm ously.”

W h a t “ cause”  is th is?  A nd  in  whose in te rests?
The cause o f im p e ria lism ! A g a in s t the  in te rests 

o f the French masses!

Election And The 
Anti-Poll Tax Bill

The danger th a t the present Congress w il l  no t pass 
leg is la tion  abolish ing paym ent o f po ll taxes fo r  fe d ­
era l elections has been increased by the outcome o f 
the Nov. 3 elections.

The p o ll- ta x  Dem ocrats w i l l  hold the balance o f 
power in the new Congress. I f  they  th ro w  th e ir  sup­
p o rt to  the Republicans on any issue, the  Dem ocrats 
can become a m in o rity . A nd vice versa.

The tendency o f the Dem ocratic and Republican 
m achines w i l l  the re fo re  be in c reas ing ly  to  make horse 
trades w ith  the p o ll- ta x  Dem ocrats in  re tu rn  fo r  
support on issues in  w h ich the machines are in te r ­
ested.

T h a t tendency w i l l  develop no t on ly  ne x t Janua ry  
when the new Congress is seated, bu t r ig h t  now.

M ore • than ever, the na tiona l leaders o f the tw o  
pa rties  w i l l  hesita te  to take any steps th a t  m ig h t 
o ffend the po ll-taxers .

D u rin g  the ne x t s ix  weeks the a n ti-p o ll ta x  h ill 
w i l l  he threatened no t on ly  by the danger o f f il ib u s te r  
and obstruction ism  on the p a r t  o f the po ll-taxe rs , 
bu t also sabotage, concealed i f  no t open, on the  p a r t 
o f the ad m in is tra tio n  and o f the Republican leaders.

I t  w i l l  be hard to pass the a n ti-p o ll ta x  b i ll th is  
year under these conditions.

R ut i t  w i l l  be much ha rde r to  pass i t  nex t year.
I t  is the re fo re  necessary, even more now than be­

fo re  the elections, fo r  a ll w o rke rs ’ organ izations in 
the cou n try  to  in te n s ify  th e ir  pressure on Congress, 
the a d m in is tra tion  and the Republicans, to  demand 
the im m edia te passage o f the a n ti-p o ll ta x  h ill.

Old Enough To Fight? 
Old Enough To Vote!

By A . R O LA N D

The exacting and exhausting 
demands made on the mechan­
ized soldier in the present war 
have caused all the nations to 
turn for man-power to the 
youth. The United States is pre­
paring to take the unprecedent­
ed step of applying conscription 
to those who are eighteen and 
over. It is recognized that the 
young make the best fig h te rs , 
those who can “ take i t ”  under the 
w o rs t conditions. Thus the youth 
are being called upon to make the 
supreme sacrifice  in  the im p e ria l­
is t  w ar.

I t  is no t on ly  as fig h te rs  th a t 
the young are called upon to  bear 
the burdens. In  the fac to ries  also 
both young men and young w o­
men are being driven fo r  produc­
tio n  in  the to ta lita r ia n  w a r. The 
“ fo rg o tte n  genera tion”  is sudden­
ly  no longer fo rgo tte n .

A ll the agencies o f governm ent, 
a ll the con tro lled  pe riphe ra l o r­
ganizations, la y  themselves ou t to  
fo s te r the good w il l  o f the youth. 
The em ployers who b u t yes te r­
day hurled anathema a t the  New 
Deal fo r  “ codd ling”  the young 
men and women who could f in d  
no place in  an in d u s try  in  cris is,

now w o rk  the other tack and g lo r­
i f y  the  idea lis tic  you th  who, i f  
anybody, w i l l  save th e ir  c iv i l iz ­
a tion  o f p riv ilege . O r so they 
hope.

B u t the ru l in g  class w i l l  take 
no chances w ith  the you th  who 
are found p e rfe c tly  capable o f 
c a rry in g  a ll the burdens o f the 
w a r on th e ir  shoulders. They are 
given a ll respons ib ilities  except 
th a t o f hav ing  a voice in  th e ir  
own fa te .

W H E R E  D E M O C R A C Y  END S
I t  seems th a t democracy ends 

where you th  begins. The r ig h t  to 
vote is reserved fo r  th e ir  elders. 
The law  w hich acknowledges 
th e ir  manhood by sending them 
to  the ba ttle fie ld , gives them  the 
sta tus o f m inors when i t  comes to  
po litics . They are no t asked to  
make up th e ir  own m inds con­
cern ing any o f  the la rg e r issues 
o f the w a r o r the post-w ar w orld . 
T h a t w i l l  be done fo r  them  by 
those w ith  g rea te r experience, 
th e  experience th a t b ro ug h t on 
the w a r. The old line, “ T he irs  no t 
to  question why, th e irs  bu t to 
do and die,”  applies doubly now 
—  to  the hom e-fron t as w e ll as 
the ba ttle fie ld .

The reasons back o f the fa ilu re  
to g ra n t the dem ocratic r ig h t  to  
vote to the eighteen to  tw e n ty -

ones, are no t fa r  to  seek. They 
are cha rac te ris tic  o f class society, 
and p a r tic u la r ly  o f c a p ita lis t so­
c ie ty . P o litics , the  game o f r u l­
in g  society, is  held to  be the 
sphere o f those who have a stake 
in  it .

I t  is  the p re roga tive  o f the 
class th a t dom inates m odern so­
c ie ty , who p e rm it the r ig h t  to 
vote to  the masses on ly  so long 
as the vote does no t endanger 
the present system . The older 
men and wom en are under a ll 
sorts o f pressures in  th e ir  d a ily  
lives to  keep them  under the 
thum b o f the powers-that-be.

B u t the you th  cannot so easily 
be cowed. They are p ro ve rb ia lly  
the idea lis ts  and the rad ica ls. 
They do no t fea r, bu t on the  con­
tra ry ,  welcome change and p ro ­
gress.

The present younger genera­
tio n  is especia lly under suspicion 
by the  finance  cap ita lis ts  who 
re a lly  ru n  c a p ita lis t society. T h is  
generation has been ra ised in  the  
period o f the  g rea test c ris is  in  
Am erican h is to ry .

I t  has learned the b itte r  expe­
rience o f seeing fa th e rs  and 
bro thers and sisters o u t o f w o rk , 
o f being on re lie f, o f having to  
f ig h t  fo r  its  da ily  bread. T h ^ .le s ­
sons o f th e  a w fu l years fro m  
’29 to  ’39 can never be fo rg o t­
ten.

L E A R N IN G  LESSONS

The w a r and the  pos t-w ar 
events w i l l  serve, w ith o u t ques­
tion , to  drive  those lessons even 
deeper in to  the  m inds o f the 
young soldiers who re tu rn  fro m  
the ba ttle fie ld . The k in d  o f  dem­
ocracy the y  a rc  f ig h t in g  fo r  is 
not in  the  least the same as the 
democracy fo r  which the  bankers 
have sent them  to  f ig h t .

They are no t in terested in  see­
in g  A m erican im peria lism  dom ­
ina te  the w o rld  in  place o f H i t ­
le r im peria lism . They w a n t a 
w o rld  th a t w i l l  re a lly  be f i t  to  
live  in  w ith o u t fea r, w ith o u t con­
s ta n t insecu rity .

The demand fo r  the  r ig h t  o f 
those who are e ighteen and over 
to  vote, has long been inscribed 
on ou r banner. The ve ry  reasons 
fo r  the c a p ita lis ts ’ fe a r to  g ra n t 
th is  r ig h t  are the  reasons fo r  
ou r m ak ing  the  demand. We 
make th is  demand in  tim e  o f 
peace, an add itiona l reason then 
being the  fa c t  th a t cap ita lism  
exp lo its  you th  in  special ways 
w h ich  the y  m us t be capable o f 
re s is tin g  p o lit ic a lly  and econom­
ica lly . B u t the dem ocratic demand 
fo r  th is  r ig h t  now becomes even 
more u rg en t and m ore m eaning­
fu l when these young men —  and 
women —  are sent in to  the  w ar.

R E A C T IO N A R IE S  A N D  T H E  
S O C IA L-D E M O C R A TS

I t  is in te res tin g  to  see th a t re ­
actionaries lik e  Vandenberg have 
taken up the c ry  fo r  the  r ig h t  
o f these you th  to  vote. The re ­
actionaries w a n t to  cap ita lize  on 
the na tu ra l fee lings Qf the young 
soldiers.

The Vandcnbergs r ig h t ly  fea r 
th a t we M a rx is ts  m ay ga in  in ­
creasing in fluence among the 
young soldiers by our e ffo r ts  in 
th e ir  beha lf. B u t these dema­
gogues are n o t serious fo r  one 
m om ent in  p u tt in g  up the  de­
mand. They know th a t Congress 
w i l l  never g ra n t the  r ig h t,  and 
they bank on th a t fa c t to  ga in 
a fa lse p o pu la rity .

The a ttitu d e  o f a p o lit ic a l pa r­
ty  tow ards the r ig h ts  o f you th  
characterizes the  na tu re  o f the 
p a rty . The social-dem ocrats, fo r  
example, fe a r  to  make the de­
mand fo r  the r ig h t  to  vote. The 
ed ito r o f the New Leader, W il­
liam  E. Bohn, has conducted sev­
e ra l columns tre a tin g  th is  ques­
tion . There are repeated a ll the  
c a p ita lis t a rgum ents fo r  re fu s ­
in g  the  r ig h t  to  you th.

Bohn even goes to the trouble 
to quote a t leng th  fro m  the le t­
te r  o f a “ soc ia lis t”  la w y e r (God 
save the  m a rk !) ,  in  w h ich th is  
c re tin  harps on the  inconsistency 
o f ca llin g  you th  “ m inors”  in  la v j 
—  and granting- them  the  vote ! 
H is concern w ith  c a p ita lis t law  
and its  de fin itions  shows precise­
ly  how he views the functions o f 
his p a rty .

Bohn ev iden tly  fears fo r  “ dem­
ocracy”  should you th  ge t the 
vote. O ur a tt itu d e  is c lear and 
unambiguous. We demand the 
r ig h t ,  the  dem ocratic r ig h t,  o f 
you th  to vote. The so-called ir r e ­
spo ns ib ility  o f such youth we con­
sider to  be the  resp on s ib ility  to 
the  fu tu re , and no t to the dy ing  
past.

W rite  to us— tell us w l ia t ’s going on in  your part of the labor 
movement— what arc the workers th in k in g  about?— what are the 
bosses up to?— the labor leaders?— the Stalinists? Send us that  
story the capita l ist press wou ldn 't  p r in t  and that s tory  they 
buried or distorted— let us know whether you agree or disagree 
w i th  the views expressed in  this paper. Le t te r  should carry  name 
and address, but indicate i f  you do not want your name printed.

Soldiers and  
The Elections
E d ito r:

There was a lo t of ta lk  by the 
press and the po litic ia n s  about 
“ apathy”  so fa r as the elections 
were concerned. There were even 
appeals by Roosevelt, Dewey and 
F arley  fo r  the greatest possible 
vote.

B u t there was one group of e l i­
g ib le  voters whom  none of these 
people was interested in  ge tting  
to vote. I re fer to the soldiers 
Doth at home and abroad.

Everyone knows th a t Congress 
recently  passed a b ill p e rm ittin g  
the soldiers to vote. B u t Secre­
ta ry  K nox d id n ’t  th in k  i t  w o rth ­
w h ile  to send ba llo ts abroad, and 
as a resu lt an item  appeared in  
the  press the o ther day tha t not 
a single Am erican sold ier in  B r i t ­
a in  voted on Nov. 3.

As fo r  the soldiers stationed in  
th is  country, I  have a bro ther in  
camp who to ld  me how d iff ic u lt  
i t  is  fo r the soldiers to get a 
vote. Tucked away in  a corner 
o f the b u lle tin  board where very 
few people would notice i t  was a 
T H R E E -L IN E  announcement tha t 
app lica tion  cards fo r  w a r ballots 
were available at the reg im enta l 
headquarters.

The soldiers are on du ty  from  
reve ille  to re trea t, m y bro ther 
says. Then they have to clean 
up and eat. By the tim e a sold ier 
gets to the reg im enta l headquar­
ters, i t  is long a fte r 5:00 P. M. 
B u t a ll the personnel leaves the 
headquarters at 5 sharp.

N or did the officers do a single 
th in g  to encourage the soldiers in  
voting. There were no speeches 
about i t  by any of the officers, 
no propaganda about the “ bene­
fits o f democracy.”

When there is a campaign fo r

( it­

em  Trends, a progressive youth 
group w h ich  meets a t the Harlem  
YMCA. On the lis t  of speakers 
fo r  the evening were representa­
tives of the S ta lin is ts  and the 
Socialist W orkers Party.

The firew orks began when a 
com m unication from  Howard 
Johnson, v ice-cha irm an o f N . Y . 
S tate Y C L  was read. Johnson 
said he could no t a p p e a r  
on the ground th a t he had not 
been in form ed in  tim e. (Johnson 
had accepted in  person the previ- 

| ous week). Besides, he w ent on, 
he cbuld not appear on the same 
p la tfo rm  w ith  those betrayers of 
the working-class and fifth -co l­
um nists, the T ro tsky is ts .

The le tte r  aroused a great deal 
o f in d ig na tion  among the mem­
bership, who voted to send a le t­
te r o f censure to the Young Com­
munist. League on th e ir  undemo­
c ra tic  a ttitude.

The jo ke r of the evening was 
th a t Johnson did appear bu t re ­
fused to  come up to  the  p la tfo rm . 
The po in t o f view: o f T ro tsky ism  
was presented by B. Lenz and 
was w e ll received.

T H E  M IL IT A N T  meets w ith  fa ­
v o r among those who attend Mod­
ern T rend meetings.

A. S T E IN  
New Y ork  C ity

Bridges Takes On 
Job o f  Censor
E d ito r:

S ta lin is t bureaucrats iu  th is  
state have been c a rry in g  on a 
w ild  campaign to smear T H E  
M IL IT A N T  and in tim id a te  union 
members fro m  accepting i t  when 
i t  is  d is tribu ted  before meetings 
and at p lan t gates.

They have b u ilt  asbeans and
. . .  , ,,, ,  rammed reso lu tions th roueh un-

sold.ers' re lie f o r fo r  w a r bond Ions under th e ir  con tro l _ but
sales, such as a fr ien d  o f m y
bro ther recently  described to me, 
the s itua tion  Is  a ltogether d if fe r ­
ent. Then the sold iers re a lly  see 
some high-pressure salesman­
ship, w ith  everyone from  the lo w ­
est non-coms to the highest o ff i­
cers con tinu a lly  nagging the ranks 
to “ do th e ir  share.”

A t least 95% o f the 5 m illio n  
or more soldiers are e lig ib le  to 
vote.

w ith o u t much success. The w o rk ­
ers coutinued to accept the paper 
and read it.

On Nov. 1 H . B ridges, S ta lin ­
ist. stooge and C a lifo rn ia  d irec to r 
of the CIO, personally assumed 
the ro le  o f cop and censor. He 
stood in  fro n t of the h a ll where 
the ‘F risco local of the longshore­
men’s un ion was m eeting and ex­
horted the men not to take T H E

W hy d idn ’t  M r. Roosevelt M IL IT A N T . and he asked those
give a couple of speeches to the 
soldiers on (lie  im portance of vo t­
ing? Is  i t  because he. lik e  the 
fascist-m inded officers in  the a r­
my, doesn’t  w an t the soldiers get­
t in g  any ideas about having some 
righ ts , such as the r ig h t  to th in k  
independently and p o lit ic a lly , in ­
stead of hav ing  eve ry th ing de­
cided fo r  them from  above?

M ARY R.
New Y ork  C ity  ,

who took i t  no t to read i t  but 
tear i t  up.

The stevedores gave h im  (he 
cold shoulder —  the d is tr ib u tio n  
w ent o ff  w ith o u t d iff ic u lty  and 
most of the men took the paper, 
pu t i t  in to  th e ir  pockets and car­
ried  i t  in to  the m eeting w ith  
them.

S. B.
San Francisco I

E d ito r :
A New Pamphlet!

In  a dem ocratic atmosphere th e . ' 
m iserable weapon o f slander w ith  
w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  t r y  to meet 
the program  o f T ro tsky ism  fa ils  
and alienates those whom the Sta-1 
lin is ts  are t ry in g  to Influence. I 
T h is  was demonstrated on Octo- | 
her 27 at a forum , "P o lit ic a l Par- , 
ties in T h is  E lection and the I 
Negro People,”  presented by M o d - '

M ANIFESTO OF T H E  FOURTH IN TE R N A TIO N A L

To the Workers and Peasants of India
20 Pages 5 Cents

Order from

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S  

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New  Y o rk , N . Y .

And They Call It A  
'War For Democracy' !
W hat are the B r it is h  f ig h t in g  fo r?  Do they in tend 

to  g ra n t freedom  to  the colon ia l peoples in  the  B r i t ­
ish Em pire?

S tung by the  g ro w in g  c ritic ism s  o f B r it is h  im pe­
r ia lis t  po licy , B rig a d ie r General L o rd  C ro ft, J o in t 
P a rlia m e n ta ry  U nde r Secre tary fo r  the W a r O ffice 
go t up in  P a rliam e n t on Oct. 28 n o t o n ly  to  defend 
the B r it is h  governm ent b u t also to  b ra g  abou t its  
slave-m aster po lic ies:

“ The tim e  has come to  th ro w  o f f  the  in fe r io r ity  
complex and rea lize  th a t w h a t B r ita in  is  f ig h t in g  to  
defend is as sound as a n y th in g  y e t discovered and 
to  cease apo log iz ing  fo r  ou r existence. T h is  ‘deca­
dent, dy ing  race’ has a f in e r  system  o f ju s tice  and 
be tte r social services tha n  any o the r land, and no­
where in  the w o rld  has the gap between riches and 
poverty  been made so na rrow  w ith o u t a re v o lu t io n .. .

“ We in tend to  d rive  ou t the  aggressor fro m  M alaya 
and B urm a and restore happiness and lib e r ty  to  those 
unhappy countries. F a r fro m  q u itt in g , we have the 
o p po rtu n ity  o f con tinu ing  to  l i f t  those countries fro m  
il lite ra c y  to  understand ing , and some day, in  ou r w is ­
dom and a t ou r ow n tim e, in to  f u l l  self-expression, 
and by our example, lead the w orld  to  a fu lle r ,  hap­
p ie r li fe . ”

I t  is u n lik e ly  th a t the  speech o f L o rd  C ro ft  —  
who, according to  T im e  o f Nov. 9, “ was a supporte r 
o f Francisco F ranco d u r in g  the  Spanish C iv il W ar, 
o f B en ito  M usso lin i a t the  p a r tit io n  o f  A byss in ia ”  —  
w i l l  be published in  a ll sections o f the B r it is h  E m ­
p ire  to encourage the co lon ia l masses.

A f te r  a ll, 90% o f the co lon ia l subjects s t i l l  cannot 
read a f te r  hundreds o f years under B r it is h  ru le ; and 
ve ry  fe w  o f those who can read, can a ffo rd  to  buy 
newspapers.

More On Why Bosses Are 
Happy About New Tax Bill

----------------------------  B y C. C H A R L E S -----------------------------

The recen tly  passed ta x  h i l l is f u l l  o f  prov is ions 
favo rab le  to  the c a p ita lis t class. These loopholes, 
w h ich  are called “ re l ie f”  provisions, were exposed in  
la s t week’s issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T .

There is an add itiona l method th a t the bosses use 
which was not mentioned in  T H E  M IL IT A N T  a r­
tic le  on “ W hy the  Bosses A re  H appy A b o u t the  New 
T ax B il l. ”  T h is  method, which has been in  opera tion 
fod some tim e, is called the ta x  am o rtiza tio n  a llow ­
ance.

T h is  is an example o f how the ta x  am o rtiza tio n  
allowance w orks:

A  f ir m  plans to  p u t up a new p la n t to  produce 
w a r goods (a t a ve ry  good p ro f i t ) .  I f  the  A rm y  and 
N avy  decide th a t th is  p la n t is necessary, they c e r t ify  
i t  to  receive the benefits o f the ta x  am o rtiza tio n  p ro ­
visions.

A ccord ing  to these provis ions, the f i r m  is allowed 
to deduct fro m  its  taxab le  income 20 per cent o f the  
cost o f the p la n t fo r  purposes o f “ am o rtiza tio n .”  
A m o rtiz a tio n  is a financ ia l device whereby a com­
pany each year o r period pays o f f  a ce rta in  p a r t o f 
a debt.

Since a steel p lan t wears out on ly about 3% each 
year, th is  means th a t every year the f irm  receives 
17% o f the cost o f the  new p la n t as a g i f t  in  the 
fo rm  o f exem ption from  ta x  paym ent.

Thus the governm ent, over a period o f less tha n  s ix  
years, gives a free  p la n t to  the  f irm , saving the  capi­
ta lis ts  hundreds o f m illio ns  o f do lla rs  in  taxes an­
nua lly .

German Tax Laws 
Also Go Easy On 
Capitalist Class

------------------------ B y H O W A R D  A L L E N -------------------------

The Nazis and Fascists have always posed as a n ti­
cap ita lis ts. The speeches of H itle r , M usso lin i and th e ir  
stooges have been fu l l  of demagogic a ttacks on “ B ig  
Business.”  They have tr ie d  to cover up th e ir  naked 
d ic ta to rsh ip  w ith  phrases against pro fiteering.

Nazi propaganda in  p a rtic u la r has explo ited to the 
l im it  the deep-seated desire of the w orkers fo r  an 
economic system w ith o u t profits. In  th is  they have 
been aided by a host of phoney economists and socio­
logists, inside Germany and out, who have p ic tu red 
the H it le r  d ic ta to rsh ip  as a non-eap ita lis t system.

Accord ing to these vu lga r, would-be theore­
tic ians, the Nazi economy is a new social order, 
a planned economy; they id e n tify  Nazi Germany 
w ith  Soviet Russia. In  spite of th e ir  d ivergent 
interests, both the apologists fo r  “ dem ocratic”  im ­
peria lism  and the fascist soothsayers have agreed 
tha t the cap ita lis t class no longer rules in  Ger­
many. They both lie.
W averly  Root, w r i t in g  in  the Nov. 2 Philadelph ia  

Record reports, “ W hen the w a r began, German busi­
ness firm s were subject to a corpora tion ta x  of 50% 
and an excess pro fits  tax o f 100%. B u t there was a 
loophole in  the law  b ig  enough to d rive  an arm ored 
car through. The German companies s im p ly added th e ir  
excess pro fits  to th e ir  reserves. Instead of l is tin g  them 
as profits. . .

“ In  order to keep on paying h igh dividends w ith o u t 
ru n n in g  over t lio  6% of cap ita l, (upon w h ich  a heavy 
ta x  was levied on June 12, 1941) the b ig  German con­
cerns w rote up th e ir  capita l, revea ling  iu so doing the 
tremendous hidden reserves they had accumulated, 
w h ich now became pa rt o f the perm anent cap ita liza tion .

“ The reserves in  m any cases tu rned ou t to be 
greater than the o rig in a l cap ita l. Thus, the 
Deutsche W affen and M un itions-fabriken increased 
its  capita l 300%! . . . The overa ll cap ita l increase 
fo r a ll German corporations was 60%.”
In  o ther words, M r. Root charges the German cap ita l­

is t class w ith  a hunger fo r  p ro fits  equal to th a t o f the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts . The tax-evasion devices o f the 
German in d u s tr ia lis ts  w h ich  Root exposes, is ce rta in ly  
no th ing  new to the A m erican “ captains o f in d u s try ."

Despite the po litica l differences between the Nazi 
and the “ dem ocratic”  im p e r ia lis t states, one fact sticks 
out: Both are concerned p r im a r ily  w ith  he lp ing the 
bosses to coin pro fits  a t the expense of the workers.


