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BERLIN BROADCASTING:
“ M ore than  1,000,000 Russian troops, aided by thousands o f 

c iv ilia n  volunteers, are defend ing S ta lin g ra d  w ith  a b itte rness un ­
matched in  th is  w a r.”

“ M il ita ry  observers said the resistance p u t up by the Russians 
was so desperate th a t i t  was im possib le to  pred ic t how soon the 
c ity  would be overcome.”

“ Th$ Russians. . . m ust surrender o r f ig h t  to  the la s t man 
and they ce rta in ly  w i l l  not cap itu la te .”  (Reported by A .P ., Sept. 6.)

H it le r ’s broadcasters are a d m ittin g  fo r  the  one-hundredth tim e  
n o t on ly th a t they could no t w a lk  over the Soviet U n ion  as they 
did N orw ay, France, B elg ium , etc., bu t th a t the German legions 
are being plunged in to  the buzz-saw o f the October Revolution.

The October Revolu tion is represented in the s p ir it  o f the 
w o rkers  and soldiers defending S ta ling rad  aga inst one o f the 
g rea test concentrations o f m il ita ry  power and m ach inery ever 
hurled against a c ity . “ They c e rta in ly  w i l l  no t cap itu la te ,”  the 
German H igh  Command adm its. N e ith e r did the y  cap itu la te  in  
Moscow. N o t in  Leningrad. N o t in Rostov. N o t in Sevastapool. 
N o t in  Odessa.

The defenders o f the October R evolu tion do no t cap itu la te . 
C ap ita lis ts , bankers, brass hats and the whole ru n  o f parasites 
—  they cap itu la te  to  fo re ign  invaders to pro tect th e ir  p riv ileges 
and dividends —  and th e ir  own hides —  aga inst the th re a t o f 
th e ir  own revo lu tiona ry  w o rk in g  class. They cap itu la te  so th a t 
colon ia l slaves w il l  not achieve th e ir  independence. They cap itu la te  
so the y  can share a t least p a rt o f th e ir  p ro fits  w ith  the ca p ita lis t 
invader. They did i t  in  N orw ay, B elg ium , B urm a and Singapore.

B u t the  w orkers and Red soldiers o f the  Soviet U n ion  f ig h t  
■with a “ b itterness unmatched in  th is  w a r”  because they are de­
fend ing  the soc ia lis t achievements o f a w orkers ’ revo lu tion . Fac­
to ries , mines, m ills , ra ilroads, workshops belong to  those who 
w o rk  them . The soil belongs to  those who t i l l  i t .  A  man who 
w i l l  no t defend such treasures is e ith e r a cow ard o r a t r a ito r ;  
a man who f ig h ts  to- the death fo r  them is more than a hero —  
he is a socia list w orker.

The jo u rn a lis ts  and po litic ian s  o f the im p e ria lis t democracies 
are a t a loss to  understand the g re a t heroism  o f the Soviet w o rk ­
er. They say he gets his courage and m ora le fro m  the  “ defense 
o f the g re a t Russian fa th e rla n d .”  S ta lin  echoes them  w ith  h is  ex­
ho rta tion s  to  defend the “ ho ly Russian so il.”  L e t them  exp la in  
then w hy the French, the Poles, the N orw egians, and a ll the 
others who fo u g h t H it le r  on th e ir  own so il h a rd ly  dented the 
German arm ies w h ile  the Red A rm y  no t on ly  cracked the German 
arm ies bu t ann ih ila ted  its  m ost e ffec tive  sections.

They do not exp la in  th is  con trad ic tion , no t because the y  don’t  
know  the answer, bu t because they are a fra id  o f the answer. The 
courage o f the defenders o f S ta ling rad  f ig h t in g  w ith  a “ b itte rness 
anmatched in th is  w a r”  knows no cou n try ; i t  is in te rna tiona l. A 
revo lu tion  under siege and invasion in  Germ any, France, E ng land 
o r the U n ited  States would evoke heroic actions in  no w ay in ­
fe r io r  to  th a t o f the Russians.

Roosevelt and C hurch ill know  th is , so th e y  ta lk  m y s tic a lly  
o f “ the Russian so il”  f o r  fe a r th e ir  own w orkers m ig h t lea rn  the 
rea l lesson o f Russian resistance.

H it le r  knows th is  so he te lls  his reg im ents and the  popu la­
tion  a t home th a t the Russians are “ beasts”  and “ barbarians.”

S ta lin  knows th is  bu t he has betrayed the  October Revolu­
t io n  and he fea rs  to  arouse its  g reat in te rn a tio n a lis t power, a 
power m ig h tie r than  a ll H it le r ’s  a tm ies, fo r  fe a r th a t a new rise  
o f w o rk ing  class revo lu tion  w il l  sweep him  and his bureaucrats 
in to  the ra t-ho les along w ith  H it le r  and the  o ther c a p ita lis t ru le rs .

The Soviet w o rkers  and soldiers show such splendid m orale 
because the revo lu tion  is in  th e ir  hearts and m inds. But the 
Soviet soldiers, despite te r r if ic  damage in flic te d  on the  enemy, 
lose c ity  a fte r  c ity  because the revo lu tion  is no t a weapon in  th e ir  
hands. S ta lin  has deprived them o f the weapon o f re vo lu tio n a ry  
propaganda and fo r  th is  reason above a ll others he is p r in c ip a lly  
responsible fo r  the defeats.

The m ora le o f the Russians is in te rna tiona l, we repeat. T rans ­
form ed in to  conscious, active propaganda i t  can become the in ­
te rn a tio n a l weapon o f w o rk in g  class revo lu tion . L e t the  Soviet 
w o rkers  once rev ive  th is  weapon o f revo lu tiona ry  propaganda and 
v ic to ry  w ill be the irs . The German sold iers w i l l  then f ig h t  no t 
to  destroy the October Revolution. They w ill jo in  w ith  the  Rus­
sians in  a f ig h t  to  the death aga inst H it le r  and in te rn a tio n a l 
cap ita lism .
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ROOSEVELT THREATENS TO 
ASSUME DICTATORIAL POWERS
In d ia n  Factory Workers Go 
Out On P o litica l Strikes

<s

British Censorship Conceals Facts About 
Participation of Workers In Struggle

By F E L IX  MORROW
The 50 ,000  H in d u  and Moslem w orkers o f  the 

Tata m u n itio n  and steel works —  the largest indus­
tr ia l enterprise  in  Ind ia  —  launched a p o lit ic a l s trike  
on August 21 dem anding the release o f  the im p riso n ­
ed Congress leaders.

This is but one of a wave of political strikes which is 
sweeping India.

In spite of the totalitarian British censorship, the facts 
are beginning to seep out. In the Sept. 5 Nation, Louis Fischer 
reports the beginning of the Tata strike and adds:

"The strike wave in India is spreading. The most disturbed
areas are the v ita l m in ing  and s>------------------------------------------ ------------
fa c to ry  reg ion o f Behar, M adras, ship. . . W ar production there is 
the U n ited  Provinces, the C entra l seriously cripp led by s trikes .
Province and the Bom bay Presi- Steel w “ rks> tin p la te  m ills  co t­

ton nu lls  and o ther establish-
dency. In  m any places the te a r­
in g  up o f ra ils  has com plete ly 
d is rup ted ra ilro a d  t ra f f ic .  Te le­
graph service is fre q u e n tly  dis­
continued and always qu ite  un­
re liab le . R iots and sabotage 
th roughou t Ind ia  are on a much 
la rg e r scale than the B r it is h  
governm ent in Ind ia  had a n tic i­
pated, the sem i-o ffic ia l da ily  
Statesman o f New D e lh i adm its .”

In  the  Sept. 5 N. Y . W orld - 
Telegram  Raymond C lapper re ­
po rts :

“ Ind ia  has dropped out o f the 
news, but i t  is  an a r t if ic ia l s i­
lence. Lack o f news from  Ind ia  
is caused by the t ig h t  censor-

Breitman Files As S.W .P. 
U.S. Senate Candidate

w -

N. J. Trotskyist Calls 
For a Workers' and 
Farmers' Government

N EW ARK, N. J., Sept. 8— 
Nominating petitions for Ueo. 
Breitman, Socialist Workers’ 
Party candidate for United 
States Senator, were today 
f i le d  with the Secretary of 
State in Trenton. 800 signatures 
are required for a place on the 
ballot in the coming November 
elections, and almost twice that 
num ber were subm itted on be­
h a lf  o f  B re itm a n ’s candidacy.

Im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  the pe titions 
had been filed, B re itm a n  issued 
the fo llo w in g  sta tem ent:

“ I  am run n ing  as a candidate 
fo r  the U . S. Senate because my 
p a r ty  believes the w orkers should 
have the o p p o rtu n ity  to  vote fo r  
a soc ia lis t a lte rna tive  to  im ­
p e ria lis t w a r and oppression, 
fascism , J im  Crow and increas­
in g  attacks on labo r’s r ig h ts  and 
standards.

“ This w a r is n o t a w a r to 
destroy fascism . The on ly  w ay to 
destroy fascism  in Europe is by 
ta k in g  the economic and po litica l 
power away from  the ca p ita lis t 
class. N e ith e r Roosevelt nor 
C h u rch ill proposes to  do th a t—  
th e y  both in tend to  leave the 
cap ita lis ts  as the dom inant class 
in  Europe.

“ The on ly  way to  prevent fasc­
ism  in  the U n ited  States is by 
abolish ing cap ita lism  before the 
S ix ty  fa m ilie s  have the chance 
to  set up th e ir  to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  here. Needless to say, the 
Republican and Dem ocratic P a r­
ties  w i l l  f ig h t any a tte m p t to 
abolish cap ita lism  fa r  m ore v ic i-

Runs for Senate

GEORGE B R E IT M A N

ously than they now f ig h t the

HO W  TO E N D  
IM P E R IA L IS T  W A R

“ N o r is th is  a w a r fo r  la s ting  
peace. Peace cannot be m a in ta in ­
ed by the ru le  o f the bayonet, 
and the a d m in is tra tio n ’s promise 
to  ‘ police the w o rld  fo r  the next 
hundred years’ is p roo f th a t 
W orld  W a r I I  w i l l  be fo llow ed 
by o ther w ars unless the basic 
cause o f im p e ria lis t w a r is done 
away w ith  by the labo ring  people 
o f the w orld . The on ly  w ay to 
do aw ay w ith  im p e ria lis t w a r is 
by do ing away w ith  the c a p ita lis t 
system th a t breeds the k ind  o f 
s trugg le  fo r  p ro fits , m arke ts and 
colonies w h ich led to  the present 
w ar.

“ O nly a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ 
G overnm ent w i l l  seek to  destroy 
fascism , fo r  on ly  such a govern-

(See Page 2 o f th is  issue fo r  
the te x t o f the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers’ P a rty  p la tfo rm  fo r  the New 
Jersey elections.)

m ent w i l l  make a socia list appeal 
to the German masses to  over­
th ro w  H itle r is m , fo r  on ly  such a 
governm ent w i l l  be re a lly  in te r­
ested in saving the Soviet Un ion 
as a w o rkers ’ state, fo r  on ly  such 
a governm ent w i l l  be able to  w in  
the support o f the colon ia l peo­
ple in the s trugg le  aga inst a ll 
fo rm s o f oppression. A nd on ly 
the establishm ent o f W orke rs ’ 
and F a rm ers ’ Governments in the 
pow erfu l ca p ita lis t countries w ill 

(Continued on page 3)

ments have been affected. R a il­
road t r a f f ic  was in te rru p te d  on 
one m ain  line , fo rc in g  an a tte m p t ’ 
to move v ita l s tra teg ic  m ateria ls  
out o f Ind ia  by a irp lane . One 
im p o rtan t in d u s tr ia l center was 
cut o f f  from  a ll com m unication 
by ra ilroad , telephone and te le ­
graph fo r  fo u r  days.”

C lapper also reveals th a t the 
B r it is h  have re jected W ash ing­
ton ’s proposals fo r  new negotia ­
tions w ith  the Ind ian  Congress: 
“ Thus fa r , ”  he says, “ W ash ing­
ton ’s e ffo r ts  to  persuade the B r i t ­
ish governm ent to  undertake new 
negotia tions w ith  the Congress 
have been u n fru it fu l. ”

C lapper also h in ts  a t repercus­
sions in E gyp t, where the gov­
ernm ent is con tro lled by the 
W afd  pa rty , which has had close 
re la tions w ith  the Ind ian  Con­
gress, W a fd is t delegations hav­
ing attended the annual sessions 
o f t lie  Congress. He says, in  the  
same column which we have 
quoted: “ Relations w ith  the 
E gyp tion  governm ent have no t 
been good and there  is no assur­
ance th a t, when the cris is  comes 
w ith  Rom m el’s f u l l  drive, our 
side w i l l  have any m ore help 
fro m  the na tive  popu la tion  than 
i t  had in  M alaya and B urm a.”  

F ischer and C lapper appear to 
be g e ttin g  th e ir  in fo rm a tio n  
fro m  d ip lom atic  c ircles in W ash­
ing ton  whose reports  fro m  In ­
dia  are no t contro lled by the 
B r it is h  censorship. The few  cor­
respondents in  Ind ia  who have 
been t r y in g  to  g ive an accurate

p ic tu re  have been prevented by 
the censorship, as they have in ­
dicated in various ways.

F o r example, A . T. Steele, 
Chicago D a ily  News correspond­
ent, w r ite s : “ F o r secu rity  rea­
sons i t  is no t possible to  discuss 
in  de ta il the e ffec ts  o f the  c iv il 
disobedience movem ent on m a t­
te rs  closely connected w ith  the 
w a r e ffo r t ,”  i.e., p o lit ic a l s trikes 
in  the factories.

Steel does manage to  ge t 
th rou gh  a few  deta ils on the a t­
t itu d e  o f the Ind ian  people as a 
whole. In  the Sept. 4 Chicago 
D a ily  News he reports  “ the 
g ro w th  o f a n ti-B r it is h  fee ling  
among the Ind ian  people. The 
longer the c iv il disobedience cam­
pa ign continues, the deeper th is  
ha tred becomes. E ve ry  Ind ian  
tes tifie s  to  i t  in  conversation 
w ith  ne u tra l correspondents, ye t 
i t  is  a fa c t o f w h ich  B r it is h  o f­
fic ia ldom , com m itted to  its  pres­
ent po licy, seems neg lec tfu l. P er­
haps the op in ion th a t the Jap ­
anese w i l l  be unable to  a tta ck  
Ind ia  in  the near fu tu re  accounts 
fo r  the B r it is h  position. I f ,  how ­
ever, the Japs do the  unexpected

and t r y  invasion, the sullen state 
o f the  Ind ian  m ind w i l l  be a 
problem  o f the  f i r s t  m agnitude.”  

Steele emphasizes th a t “ The 
organized phase o f the c iv il d is ­
obedience movem ent has no t gone 
much beyond propaganda so fa r . ”  
The rea l tes t o f s treng th  is s t i l l  
to  come.

M ore and more, the Ind ian 
masses are beg inn ing  to  rea lize 
th a t they can depend on ly  on 
th e ir  own s treng th  to  w in  inde­
pendence. The illus ions they had 

(Continued on page 3)

Will Rule By Decree Unless 
Congress Grants His Demands
Unprecedented Ultimatum On Labor Day 
Is Threat to Masses' Rights and Standards

By George B re itm an

President Roosevelt has threatened to in s titu te  
ru le  by deeree laws a fte r O ctober 1 unless Congress 
by that tim e  specifica lly  authorizes h im  “ to  stabilize 
the cost o f  liv in g ,”  in c lu d in g  the reduc tion  o f a ll 
fa rm  com m odities to p a rity  o r at levels o f a recent 
date, w hichever is h igher. T h is  unprecedented and 
arrogant procedure is so om inous that i t  overshad* 
ows a ll o ther aspects o f Roosevelt’ s Labor Day mes­

s a g e  to  Congress and h is 
rad io  address, even the

WHO B E N E F I T S  F R O M  
P R I C E  R I S E S ?

Indian Steel Worker

T his Ind ian  w o rke r operates 
a Bessemer converter tu rn in g  
iro n  in to  steel a t the native- 
owned T a ta  p lan t in  B iju r  p ro­
vince. Tw o weeks ago 50,000 
workers in  th is  steel p lan t 
w ent on s tr ik e  in  support o f 
the  demand fo r  Ind ian  inde­
pendence.

B y C. C H A R LE S

In  his Labor D ay rad io  speech P resident Roosevelt openly 
lined up w ith  th a t g roup  who assert th a t the  fa rm e rs  and the 
w orkers a re  to b la m e .fo r the  s w if t ly  r is in g  cost o f liv in g .

He said in  the course o f h is speech:
“ O ur en tire  e f fo r t  to  ho ld the cost o f l iv in g  a t its  present 

leve l is  being sapped and underm ined by fu r th e r  increases in  
fa rm  prices and wages.”

Thus the P resident shields the rea l m ain causes fo r  the 
increased prices o f the a rtic les  w orkers  and fa rm ers  use, nam ely 
(1) the c a p ita lis t class who are qu ick  to  take advantage o f w a r 
conditions to  increase th e ir  p ro fits  and (2) the  en tire  c a p ita lis t 
system which by its  wastefulness, increases the  cost o f food and 
the necessities o f li fe  and a llow s speculators, m iddlem en and 
o ther parasites to  p ro fit  in  the process o f d is tr ib u tio n .

M r. Roosevelt has a la rge  s ta f f  o f s ta tis tic ia ns  in  W ash ing­
ton. He could easily  have verified  the fac ts  and figures on w h a t 
causes the increase in  prices and who benefits by th is  increase.

A l l  the figures and fac ts  we are c it in g  in th is  a rtic le  are 
fro m  governm ent sources; the reason Roosevelt did no t and w i l l  
no t m ention then* is th a t the y  expose the en tire  sw indle o f his 
f ig h t aga inst the h igh cost o f l iv in g  and reveal his defense o f 
the c a p ita lis t class and the  c a p ita lis t system.

W hat T he  D ir t  F a rm e r Gels
The d ir t  fa rm e r— we are n o t speaking o f the la rge  scale 

ca p ita lis t fa rm e r who exp lo its  labor, b u t the sharecropper, the 
tenan t fa rm e r and the fa rm e r whose land and o th e r p ro p e rty  are 
heav ily  m ortgaged— receives bu t a sm all percentage o f the money 
spent by the  consumer on food.

F o r exam ple: A  fa rm e r now receives $2.25 fo r  a 60-pound 
bushel o f sweet potatoes. The re ta il price in  the c ities in  $5.10 
a bushel.

F arm ers in  the S tate o f W ash ing ton have to  sell onions a t 
% o f a cent a pound b u t the  eastern c ity  housew ife pays 5 cent 
a pound.

The producing fa rm e r receives on ly  about 40 cents on the 
consumers’ food do lla r. O u t o f th is  he has to  pay re n t to  the 
land lord , in te re s t to  the  bank w h ich o ften also owns the  fa c to ry  
where the w o rke r is em ployed), prices to  the m onopolistic fa rm  

(Continued on page 4)

Negro Group Calls National Conference
Will Discuss March On Washington After Roosevelt’s Refusal to Meet With Randolph

B y A . S T E IN
NEW  YO R K , Sept. 8—  

The N e g r o  March-on- 
W ashington m o v ement 
w ill ho ld  a na tiona l con­
ference in  D e tro it on 
Sept. 26-27 to decide i f  
and when a m arch to the 
na tion ’s capita l w il l be 
held, T H E  M IL IT A N T
learned la s t week in  a special in ­
te rv iew  w ith  B. F . M acLaurin , 
na tiona l secre tary o f the move­
ment.

T h is  in fo rm a tio n  was obtained 
sh o rtly  a fte r  A . P h ilip  Randolph, 
na tiona l d irec to r o f the move­
ment, announced th a t P resident 
Roosevelt had refused to  meet 
w ith  Randolph and a num ber o f 
o ther p rom inen t N egro  leaders 
to discuss g ro w in g  com pla ints o f

rac ia l d isc rim ina tion  and attacks 
on Negro rig h ts . Randolph has 
also issued a sta tem ent c la im ing  
th a t a previous announcement o f 
his had been m is in te rp re ted  and 
th a t “ The plan to  m arch on 
W ashington has no t been aban­
doned; i t  was on ly  postponed.”

TO  D R A W  U P C O N S T IT U T IO N
In d ica tin g  th a t the com ing na­

tion a l conference w i l l  also discuss 
o ther problem s connected w ith  
p lac ing the m ovenient on a m ore 
perm anent foo ting . M cLa urin  
said, “ The conference w i l l  d raw

in  New Y o rk ” — the ho ld ing of 
a mass m eeting on F rida y , 
Sept. 11, a t H a rle m ’s Golden 
Gate Ballroom , 142 S tree t and 
Lenox Ave., a t which Randolph 
w ill be the m ain speaker. 
T icke ts  fo r  the ra l ly  are on 
sale a t the movem ent’s head­
quarters, H o te l Theresa, 125 
St. and Seventh Ave.)

“ The M arch on W ashington 
movem ent is go ing to  continue its  
f ig h t against the federa l govern­
m ent’s po licy o f tre a tin g  Negroes 
as in fe r io r  c itizens,”  M cLaurin  

up a cons titu tion  and decide on a continued. “ The governm ent m ust
na tiona l po licy .”  A  num ber o f 
delegates rep resenting  the ran k  
and file  members o f the m ovem ent 
fro m  a ll pa rts  o f the  cou n try  are 
expected to be in  D e tro it, added 
M cLa urin , who is also an o r­
ganizer fo r  the B rotherhood o f 
S leeping Car P orte rs, A F L .

(M cL a u rin  also called a tte n ­
t io n  to  “ the opening gun in  the 
fa l l  cam paign o f the movement

be awakened, in one w ay o r an­
other, to the fa c t  th a t i t  cannot 
continue its  accepted po licy  o f 
tre a tin g  Negroes as second-rate 
citizens. The P resident should be 
w e ll aw are by now o f the danger­
ous s itua tion  e x is ting  in  the 
South and the rea l fa ilu re  up to 
now to  solve the problem  
N egro and w h ite  re la tions .”

w e ll aware o f present conditions 
and the Negro people’s pro tests 
against continued d isc rim ina tion  
and g ro w in g  J im  C row  te rro rism , 
his au tocra tic  re fusa l to meet 
w ith  Randolph indicates th a t he 
has no in ten tion  o f doing any­
th in g  about them .

R O O S E V E LT ’S R E F U S A L
H is a ttitu d e  tow ard  Randolph 

now is in m arked con trast w ith  
his a ttitu d e  o f la s t year. A t  th a t 
tim e, when a m arch on W ash ing­
ton by several thousand Negroes 
was scheduled. to take place, i t  
was Roosevelt who was t r y in g  to 
arrange a conference. B u t th is  
year Roosevelt gave the N egro 
leader the b rush -o ff, a lthough 
Randolph emphasized in  his te le ­
gram  to  the W h ite  House th a t 
he and o ther N egro leaders w ant 
“ to discuss the sta tus o f the 

o f , Negro in  the present emergency 
in the in te rests o f na tiona l u n ity ,

im m ediate “ stabiliza l ion ”  
program  he wants to  pu t 
in to  e ffect.

Roosevelt’ s d ic ta to ria l 
th reat to go over the head 
and against the wishes o f 
Congress was accompa­
nied by an assurance o f  
his “ deep and una lterab le  
devotion to  the processes 
o f dem ocracy,”  and the
prom ise th a t a fte r  the w a r the 
powers under which he acts “ au­
to m a tica lly  re v e rt to  the people 
—  to  whom they belong.”

He also recalled th a t o ther W ar­
tim e  presidents had resorted to 
the use o f executive power. 
Nevertheless, Roosevelt’s u lt im a ­
tum  to Congress has no pa ra lle l 
in  U n ited States h is to ry , and the 
ru le  by decree w h ich  he says he 
w ill establish is a fa r  m ore dras­
tic  and brazen encroachment on 
the powers o f Congress and the 
r ig h ts  o f the people than any 
ever undertaken by the executive 
o f th is  country.

I t  is tru e  th a t when Congress 
fa ile d  to act on P resident W il­
son’s request fo r  a u th o r ity  to 
arm  U n ited  States ships sh o rtly  
before th is  coun try  entered the 
f i r s t  W orld  W ar, he w ent ahead 
and gave h im se lf the a u th o rity . 
B u t the present s itua tion  is d if ­
fe ren t.

C eilings fo r  fa rm  products 
have been fixe d  a t 110% o f p a r­
i t y  by act o f Congress; w hat 
Roosevelt proposes to  do unless 
Congress accedes to  his demand 
is to  n u ll i fy  th is  Congressional 
act by an executive decree f i x ­
in g  fa rm  products a t p a r i t y  — 
no t m ere ly to decree a law  where 
none existed before, as W ilson 
did.

In  th is  d iffe rence is reflected 
the decay o f A m erican cap ita lism  
since W orld  W ar I. Am erican 
democracy, i t  is clear, has been 
no more able than o ther cap ita l- 

| is t  countries to  res is t the tend- 
j ency tow ard cen tra liza tion  o f au­

th o r ity  and d ic ta to r ia l ru le  tha t 
n a tu ra lly  grow  ou t o f the  con­
trad ic tions  o f cap ita lism  in  the 
epoch o f im peria lism .

W H Y  H E  TO O K T H IS  STEP
Roosevelt’s assertion o f the 

r ig h t  to  ru le  in opposition to ex­
is tin g  laV s resu lts  fro m  the  e f­
fo r ts  o f m onopoly cap ita lism  to 
solve some o f the problem s and 
d iff ic u lt ie s  th a t in te rfe re  w ith  
the prosecution o f the w ar.

1. Roosevelt is genu ine ly con- 
a discussion o f the problems o f corned about the p o ss ib ility  in 
13 m illio n  A m erican Negroes; | the ve ry  near fu tu re  o f a run - 
Uoosevclt was then e n te rta in ing  aw ay in fla t io n a ry  trend w hich 
Queen W ilhem ina  o f H o lland , and m ig h t p lay  havoc w ith  the A m er- 
prohably assuring her o f the a d - , ican economy and arouse the

the U n ited  N a tions and the cause 
o f democracy.”

“ TOO B U S Y ”
This com m unication, sent A u ­

gust 1 a lthough  no t publicized 
u n til la s t week, was c u r t ly  an­
swered by Roosevelt’s secre ta ry 
on A ug . 6; “ R egre t th a t ow ing 
to extrem e pressure on the  P resi­
dent’s tim e  im possib le to  make 
appo in tm ent requested.”

A t  th a t tim e  the W h ite  House 
was too busy to  be bothered w ith

B u t w h ile  Roosevelt is  ve ry  , e ffec tive  defense and v ic to ry  fo r

m in is tra tio n ’s de te rm ina tion  to  
help restore  her oppressive ru le  
over the 67 m illio n  colored slaves 
o f the D utch E as t Indies.

(See Page 3 o f th is  issue fo r  
A lb e rt P a rke r’s colum n dealing 
w ith  the com ing conference in 
D e tro it) .

masses in to  a wave o f class 
s trugg les in  defense o f th e ir  l iv ­
in g  standards. He knows th a t as 
shortages o f consumer commodi­
ties increase, the cost o f liv in g  
m ust necessarily go up, and so 
he has no expectations o f com- 

(Continued on page 2)
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50,000 Live In Unheated 
Trailers In Detroit Area
And the Prospects Are That They Will 
Still Be Living In Them Next Winter

B y L A R IS S A  R E E D

DETROIT, Mich. — The paper of the United Auto Work- 
ers-CIO reported last week that there are an estimated 50,000 
wftrkers in the Detroit area living in unheated trailers. It also 
reported a statement by Raymond M. Foley, state F'HA direc­
tor, that Detroit residents may have to bille t defense workers 
in their homes. And officials in Washington and Detroit con­
tinue to make surveys and prom-® 
ises.

A nd meanwhile, re trea ting  be­
fore tl(,e b itte r  opposition put up 
by Ford and the rea l estate and 
back ing  interests, the  UAW-CIO 
has w h ittle d  down its  Bomber C i­
ty  p lan. The union leaders now 
ask fo r  2,000 instead o f  €,000 per­
m anent dw ellings; fo r 8,000 in ­
stead o f 10-000 tem porary do rm i­
to ries ; and 2.000 instead o f 4,600 
un its  in  the Waybe-ln-kster area, 
also designed to service the W il­
low  Run bomber p lant. They 
have agreed also tha t 90% of the 
housing should he tem porary and 
removable a fte r the war. The mo­
del c ity  plan is being transform ed 
in to  barracks. B u t even these con­
cessions have no t appeased Ford.

FO R D ’S S T A N D
On June 7 the D e tro it News an­

nounced: "W ith in  a few  days, 
w ith  the breaking of ground fo r 
the firs t dorm itories, the g igantic  
Federal p rogram  to  house w o rk ­
ers a t the W illo w  Run p la n t w i l l  
begin its  tra n s fo rm a tio n  from  
bide p r in ts  in to  re a lity . ”  B u t the 
rea l action was F o rd ’s d irec t 
action in  opposition to the pro­
ject. Ign o rin g  the p laca ting  as­
surance of Col. S ta rr th a t the do r­
m ito ries  would be "n o th in g  fancy 
and designed fo r rem oval a fte r 
the w a r,”  F o rd ’s s trong  arm  
thugs fo rc ib ly  ejected govern­
m ent surveyors fro m  the  land 
and pulled up the 700 stakes 
w h ich they had driven.

Through his No. 1 mobster, 
H a rry  Bennett, Ford in fo rm ed 
Col. S ta rr th a t he would figh t 
“ by every legal ( ! )  method at 
h is  disposal," not on ly  the ac­
qu is itio n  of his property, but 
the government's con tinuation  
of th is  project. The bomber c i­
t y  p ro jec t, he said, was “ not 
on ly  a m istake, but an unneces­
sary. wastefu l and extravagant 
use of Government funds and 
v ita l w a r m ateria ls .”  This, 
w h ile  the Government was 
spending hundreds o f m illio n s  
o f do lla rs in new plants and 
equipm ent fo r F o rd ’s own com­
pany!

T R U M A N  C O M M IT T E E
On June 23 F o rd ’s law yer, I.A . 

Capizzi, went to W ashington to 
argue against the housing pro ject 
before the Senate T rum an Com­
m ittee. P reviously, in  A p r il.  T ru ­
m an and seven other senators had

been wined and dined by Ford 
and his officia ls, a fte r which they 
were conducted on a two-hour 
tou r of the p lant, fo r the “ pu r­
pose of studying the  na tiona l w ar 
production  e ffo r t.”  These Sena­
tors, lik e  a ll the  local c ity  and 
county offic ia ls in  M ich igan, knew 
the r ig h t  answers —  fo r  Ford!

About a m onth a fte r th is  V isit, 
“ B land fo rd  and his aides subm it­
ted to tw o  hours 'o f g r i l l in g ”  on 
the much sealed-down W illo w  Run 
bomber c ity  program , by the T ru ­
man Committee. Accord ing to 
the D e tro it News o f Ju ly  23, 
"T hey  fa iled to impress the  com­
m ittee , ju d g in g  by the rem arks 
o f its  members, th a t  the  w o rth  
o f the p ro je c t had been proved.”  

In  a heated argum ent w ith  
B landford, Senator Ralph O. 
B rew ster insisted th a t he was 
"underestim a ting  the pa trio tism  
o f Am erican labor by asserting 
th a t i t  was necessary to bu ild  
fa m ily  homes to house laborers 
in  a tim e of great c ris is ." Ob­
viously, pa trio tism  and ra t- r id ­
den shacks are fo r  the w orkers ; 
tlie  pro fits  and the mansions are, 
fo r  the cap ita lis ts !

S E L E C T IO N  OF K A N Z L E R
W hile  w in te r approaches and 

workers and th e ir  fam ilies  con­
tinue  to  pour in to  D e tro it, hous­
in g  offic ia ls  keep s ta llin g  through 
th e ir  favo rite  device of “ fact-find­
in g  committees.”  The latest, ap­
pointed by the W ar Production 
Board as a re su lt o f the T rum an 
investiga tion , is  headed by Con­
gressman M aury M averick and in ­
cludes Ernest Kanzler, fo rm er pro-' 
Auction m anager of the Ford 
M otor Company lend brother-in-law  
of Edsel Ford.

Behind the smokescreen of 
charges and counter charges, in ­
fo rm ation  and m is in fo rm a tion , the 
big cap ita lis ts  have succeeded in 
b low ing up the UAW -CIO ’s model 
q ity  and b lock ing  a ll steps 
to a llev ia te  the housing crisis. 
These reactionary in terests are 
also opera ting on a na tiona l scale 
to oppose fu rth e r government 
housing. W ith  a b ill pending in 
the House to appropriate, an ad­
d itio n a l $600,000,000 fo r war hous­
ing, a new ins inua tion  appears. 
“ From  a pure ly  D e tro it con­
troversy the dispute has spread .to 
include such issues as to whether 
the now housing agency is spend­

in g  money w isely or w asting i t , ”  
states the D e tro it News of June 25.

P rio r it ie s  on bu ild in g  m ateria ls  
are being used, lik e  barbed w ire, 
to tangle up any progress toward 
housing construction. "There is 
b a fflin g  confusion between the 
statements o f high o ffic ia ls  over 
w hether su ffic ien t c r it ic a l mate­
r ia ls  w i l l  be available to bu ild  any; 
perm anent type housing, w ar or 
othenvise, in  D e tro it o r anywhere 
else,”  states the  D e tro it News. B ig  
offic ia ls were m aking each other 
look lik e  fools. W h ile  B landford 
insisted he expected to receive 
p r io ritie s , Donald Nelson, W ar 
P roduction B o a r d  chairm an,, 
stated: " I  th in k  B landford is a ll 
wet i f  lie expects to get c r it ic a l 
p r io r it ie s  fo r  housing.”

"D E T R O IT  IS  D Y N A M IT E ”
Where, in  a ll th is  conspiracy, is 

President Roosevelt, who a year 
ago pu b lic ly  declared tha t he was 
in terested in “ m aking  a re a lity . . 
a c ity  of homes, well-planned, 
designed and owned by defense 
workers as a symbol of the A m er­
ica we are defending and the 
Am erica we are rebu ild ing  fo r the 
fu tu re?”  L ik e  H enry  Ford, Roose­
ve lt lias taken refuge in  a discreet 
and opaque silence. H is  underlings 
continue to shove around the 
UAW-CIO model c ity  and a ll other 
housing construction in  th e ir  Fed- 
eral; sta te ,and local departments. 
W h ile  D e tro it ’s Mayor becomes 
“ irk e d ”  at housing delays and 
local newspapers how l da ily  pro­
tests. the homeless and h igh -ren t­
paying w ar workers and th e ir  
fam ilies  are the v ic tim s.

A t its  August convention, the 
UAW-CIO passed a reso lu tion re ­
questing tha t Roosevelt re-affirm  
h is *  position on the UAW-CIO 
Bomber C ity  proposal w h ich  lie 
approved last year. To date, not 
a word lias been heard from  him . 
T ile  housing shortage, already 
acute, is reaching an explosive 
stage. “ Too much delay,”  declar­
ed Councilm an George Edwards 
last month, has "a lready made the 
fu tu re  housing of w a r workers 
look black. W e’re past the po in t 
where we could have solved the 
problem as i t  should have been.”  

W hen the magazine, L ife , 
declaimed th a t “ D e tro it is D y ­
nam ite ,’ i t  fa ile d  to  po in t out 
th a t the ig n ite rs  o f th is  dynam ­
ite  would be the ru th less greedy 
m onopolists and pro fiteers, who 
suck th e ir  w ea lth  from  the 
w orkers in  w a rtim e as in  peace, 
and give no th ing  to the w o rk ­
ers unless they b itte r ly  figh t 
fo r  it. T h is  the D e tro it workers 
know from  th e ir past experi­
ences, and they are now learn ­
ing  i t  once again. The cap ita lis t 
bosses may make wars against 
th e ir  fo re ign riva ls  every 25 
years or so—but th e ir  domestic 
w ar against the workers goes on 
every day of every year.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT THREATENS 
TO ASSUME DICTATORIAL POWERS

^Continued fro m  page 1)
p le te ly  o r s a tis fa c to r ily  h a lt in g  
th is  in fla t io n a ry  trend .

Nevertheless; Roosevelt hopes 
th a t some o f the  consequences o f 
in fla t io n  which m ig h t c rip p le  the 
w ar machine can be escaped fo r  
the tim e  a t least by the  applica­
t io n  o f t ig h te r  economic contro ls, 
i t  is  no t concern fo r  th e  liv in g  
standards o f the  masses which 
m otiva tes his in te res t in  in f la ­
tion , bu t ra th e r his desire to  w in  
the w a r and to head o f f  m ilita n t 
labo r strugg les.

2. Roosevelt is also concerned 
about the  c o n flic t o f in te res ts  
between the various sections o f 
the c a p ita lis t class. The ca p ita l­
is ts  in the  stockyards, the  food 
processing in d u s try , the g ra in  ex­
change, etc., represented in  C on­
gress by  the  “ fa rm  bloc,”  have 
d iffe re n t v iews on how the w a r 
should be financed than  the 
m onopolists in  th e  bank ing  fie ld 
and heavy in du s try , fo r  example. 
Roosevelt, as the  representative 
o f  m onopoly cap ita lism , feels 
called upon to  se ttle  the  con tro ­
versy in  the  in te rests  o f the  dom­
in a n t financ ia l groups. He hopes 
b y  decree la w  to  u n ite  a l l sec­
tions o f th e  ru l in g  class behind 
the p rogram  o f m onopoly ca p ita l­
ism.

3. The m il i ta ry  prospects fo r  
U n ite d  States im p e ria lism  are 
so grave th a t Rooseve]t is  de­
term ined to  do aw ay w ith  the 
ine ffic iency th a t  resu lts  from  d i­
vided a u th o rity . Congress has 
been ho rs ing  around w ith  the  ad­
m in is tra t io n ’s ta x  b i l l  fo r  m any 
m onths. “ The Federa l T reasu ry  
is  los ing  m illio ns  o f do lla rs a 
day because the  b i l l  has no t ye t 
been passed,”  he complained in  
h is rad io  address, and th is  is a 
s itua tion  he intends to  correct. 
Roosevelt professes devotion to  
the  processes o f democracy, bu t 
he is q u ite  w ill in g  to  scrap those 
processes in  re tu rn  fo r  less “ b ick ­
e rin g ”  and m ore effic iency.

D IL E M M A  O F  CONGRESS
4. Congress is  fa r  m ore sensi­

tive  to  pub lic  opinion and pres­
sure than the executive. Roose­
ve lt o ften  experiences in te r fe r ­
ences, delays and even re s tra in ts  
fro m  the Congressmen, who are 
always look ing  backward over 
th e ir  shoulders to  see w h a t the 
pub lic  reaction is. Roosevelt 
wants to free  his hands o f Con­
gress in  o rder to  be able to  de­
vote his a tte n tio n  m ore fu l ly  to 
the prosecution o f the w ar.

I f  he can do th is  by cow ing 
them w ith  h is u ltim a tum , and 
thus se ttin g  a precedent fo r  his 
fu tu re  re la tions w ith  Congress, 
he w i l l  probably be qu ite  sa tis ­
fied .

Congress has been p u t on the 
spot. I f  i t  subm its to  Roosevelt 
now, i t  adm its his r ig h t  to  force 
th e ir  subm ission in  the fu tu re . 
W ill i t  res is t?  I t  knows th a t th is  
would mean a f ig h t ,  fo r  Roose­
v e lt now has no a lte rn a tive  b u t 
to go ahead and c a rry  ou t h is 
th rea t. I f  he does, then Congress 
w il l  have a rea l f ig h t  on its  
hands w ith  its  com m ander-in­
ch ie f. U nde r these conditions 
such a f ig h t  could be successful 
on ly  i f  waged by  revo lu tiona ry  
means. Congress o f course has 
no stomach fo r  such a f ig h t .

F u rthe rm ore , elections are less 
than tw o  m onths o f f ,  and Con­
gress fee ls th a t Roosevelt would 
be able to  ge t the  support o f the 
voters on the. issue o f in fla tio n . 
M ost Congressmen would ra th e r 
be in a Congress w h o lly  subor­
d inated to Roosevelt than no t in 
Congress a t a ll. A nd  a f te r  a ll, 
Congress is suppo rting  the  w a r 
too, and i t  does no t fan cy  any 
Struggles w h ich  m ig h t in te rfe re  
w ith  its  prosecution.

Thus Roosevelt, who tho ugh t 
the m a tte r  over ve ry  ca re fu lly , 
has good reason fo r  be lieving 
th a t he w i l l  have his w ay no t 
on ly on the  question o f prices 
fo r  fa rm  com m odities b u t also 
on the question o f h is re la tions 
w ith  the  present Congress and 
the fu tu re  Congress.

5. Roosevelt is now also in  one

o f the m ost advantageous posi­
tions conceivable to  p u t across 
a v ir tu a l freez ing  o f wages fo r  
m ost o f the w orkers  —  which 
is no t the least o f the reasons 
fo r  his present course. He de­
mands th a t Congress authorize 
h im  to f ix  prices fo r  fa rm  prod­
ucts which w il l  mean, he in fo rm s 
the w orkers , th a t the cost o f 
liv in g  w i l l  be stab ilized. U nder 
these conditions, he continues, 
wage “ s ta b iliz a tio n ”  w i l l  n o t pe­
nalize the w orkers. To prove his 
s in ce rity  to  the w orkers, he in ­
fo rm s Congress th a t he w i l l  no t 
go the whole h«g on wage “ s ta ­
b iliz a tio n ”  u n t il th e y  g ive h im  
the power to f ix  prices.

Thus Roosevelt maneuvers to  
receive suppo rt fo r  a d ic ta to r ia l 
measure fro m  the w orkers, who 
s u ffe r m ost fro m  denials o f dem­
ocra tic  r ig h ts . A nd the Way is 
cleared fo r  h im  to  use th is  meas­
ure above a ll fo r  wage freezing 
and an a ttack  on labo r’s l iv in g  
standards, regard less o f w ha t he 
does about the rest o f his “ s ta ­
b iliz a tio n ”  program .

M U S T  B E  OPPOSED
A ltho ug h  m any o r m ost o f the 

workers do no t a t present see 
the dangers in  Roosevelt’s as­
sum ption o f decree power over 
the head o f Congress, i t  is never­
theless the du ty  o f class-consci­
ous w orkers to  po in t out and to  
w arn  aga inst and to  oppose 
Roosevelt’s moves.

L e t no one th in k  th a t th is  w i l l  
be the on ly  occasion on which 
Roosevelt w i l l  th rea ten to  use 
d ic ta to r ia l powers. N ow  he 
threatens to  use them  on the 
question o f fa rm  prices —  to ­
m orrow  he w i l l  t r y  to  use them  
against the labo r movement, 
against any act o r group o f 
which the m onopolists disapprove.

Roosevelt prom ises to  g ive up 
these decree powers a fte r  the 
w a r— bu t th a t is on ly a prom ise, 
and prom ises are ve ry  o ften  
broken. I t  makes absolute ly no

1942 Election Platform
O f Socialist Workers Party In New Jersey

The Socia lis t W orke rs ’ P a rty  asks the voters to  support 
George B re itm an, its  candidate fo r  U n ited  -States Senator on 
the fo llo w in g  p la tfo rm :

The people o f New Jersey together w ith  the people o f the 
U n ited  States and the en tire  w o rld  are today engulfed in  the 
Second W orld  W ar. In th is  period o f te rr ib le  con flic ts , mass 
m isery and s laughter, (he people o f ou r state, as everywhere are 
g ra p p lin g  w ith  tw o g rea t problem s: (1 ) They are anxiously  
seeking a so lu tion to  e lim inate  w ar, fascism  and a ll th e  o ther 
ev ils  w h ich a decaying ca p ita lis t system in f l ic ts  upon them . 
(2 ) They are, a t the same tim e, s tr iv in g  to  m a in ta in  the  social 
gains and standards o f liv in g  they have won over decades o f 
s trugg le  th rough  th e ir  trade unions and o ther organ izations.

These tw o  problems are re a lly  one. The w o rk in g  masses can 
defend th e ir  w e lfa re  on ly  by th e ir  own independent e ffo r ts  d irec t­
ed tow ards the establishm ent o f a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Gov­
ernm ent and the in s titu t io n  o f socialism .

In  the  name o f a w q r to  “ destroy fascism ,”  the Dem ocratic 
and Republican candidates ca ll upon the w orkers  to  make sac ri­
fices and to  c a rry  the burden o f the w a r program .

W ha t is the tru th  about th is  w a r?

T h is  Is  ISlot a W ar To “ D e s tro y  Fascism ”

I t  is no t the fasc is t type o f governm ent w h ich  the bosses 
in the dem ocratic countries fea r o r oppose. On the co n tra ry  they 
looked on the rise  o f fascism  w ith  sa tis fac tion . C h u rch ill was 
on ly  expressing the sentim ents o f a ll cap ita lis ts  when he declared 
on Novem ber 6, 1938, less than a yea r before w a r broke ou t: 
“ I  have always said th a t i f  B r ita in  were defeated in  w a r, I  hope 
we would find a H it le r  to  lead us back to  our r ig h t fu l place 
among nations.”

The outbreak o f ho s tilit ie s  made no essentia l d iffe rence  in  
the apprecia tion  the “ dem ocratic”  cap ita lis ts  ho ld fo r  fascism . 
A s la te as Janua ry  o f th is  year A n th ony  Eden, F o re ign  Secretary 
in  C h u rch ill’s cabinet, adm itted : “ The troub le  w ith  H it le r  was not 
th a t he was a N a z i a t home. The troub le  w ith  h im  was! th a t he 
would no t stay a t home.”

Some honest people m ay fee l shocked th a t leaders o f the 
U n ited  N ations in  charge o f a w a r ostensib ly to  “ destroy fasc­
ism ”  could express sym pathy fo r  fascism . These leaders, how ­
ever, were expressing no th in g  more than the fa c t th a t the 
cap ita lis ts  o f the A x is  Powers and th e  cap ita lis ts  o f the U n ited  
N ations are blood bro thers under the skin.

Recently a t in y  corner o f the ve il behind which B ig  Business 
operates was lifte d  when governm ent in ves tiga to rs  revealed 
thousands o f  ties between German in d u s tr ia l firm s  such as 
F arben industrie  and Am erican in d u s tr ia l firm s  such as S tandard 
O il. B ig  Business operates pa tent pools on an in te rn a tio n a l 
basis w ith  p r iva te  agreem ents as to the quan tities, qua lities, 
and k inds o f s tra teg ic  goods each coun try  sha ll produce. M arke ts  
are divided among the various monopolies. P ro fits  fro m  Am erican 
concerns seep in to  the  hands o f German cap ita lis ts  and vice 
versa. I t  was disclosed th a t these g ia n t concerns who dom inate 
the economic li fe  o f the  w orld  have even made agreements to 
set aside reserves so th a t p ro fits  due fo r  p roduction o f w a r goods 
can be paid the "enem y”  cap ita lis ts  a fte r  the “ d u ra tio n ” !

The close ties between the French and German cap ita lis ts  
were revealed fo r  the whole w o rld  to  see when the F rench 
cap ita lis ts  made a deal w ith  H it le r .  The French cap ita lis ts  feared 
th a t i f  they continued the w a r, the  people would set up a 
W orke rs ’ and F arm ers ’ Governm ent in  France w h ich  would re a lly  
do aw ay w ith  fascism  and along w ith  i t  the en tire  p ro fit  system. 
They feared the  loss o f th e ir  p ro fits  m ore than the loss o f some 
o f th e ir  p riv ileges.

The rea l q u a rre l between the  cap ita lis ts  o f the A x is  Powers 
and those o f the U n ited  N ations is sole ly over which group 
sha ll have f irs t  place in  e xp lo itin g  the peoples and the resources 
o f the w orld . The B r it is h  and A m erican cap ita lis ts  w a n t to  
continue p lay ing  f ir s t  fidd le . The German cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  
sa te llites  believe they are now s trong  enough to  replace th e ir  
riva ls . T h a t is why arm ies o f  m illio ns  o f poor fa rm ers  and 
w orkers have been set a t each others ’ th roa ts .

Thus i t  is easy to  see w h y  even a U n ited  N a tions v ic to ry —  
which would force A x is  cap ita lism  to  rem a in  in a subord inate 
place th rough  another. V ersa illes T re a ty  fa r  worse than  the f irs t  
and which, according to  Secretary Knox, contem plates “ po lic ing  
the w o rld ”  fo r  a hundred years— w ould no t establish w o rld  
democracy no r do aw ay w ith  w o rld  fascism . A  new H it le r  would 
arise, m ore te rr ib le  than the f ir s t  one, ju s t  as th e  second ed ition  
o f the W orld  W a r is. m ore te rr ib le  than  the  f irs t.  Then W orld  
W a r I I I  would break ou t on a scale o f devastation and s laugh te r 
eclips ing eve ry th in g  before it.

The conclusion is  inescapable: so long as the  cap ita lis ts  
rem a in  in  power democracy w il l  g row  weaker, the  forces o f 
fascism  stronger. Fascism is  on ly one o f the  te rr ib le  aspects 
and consequences o f dy in g  cap ita lism . I t  can be ended on ly by 
ending cap ita lism . And cap ita lism  can be ended o n ly  by p u ttin g  
in to  power a W orkers ’ and F arm ers ’ Government. The estab lish­
m ent o f such a governm ent in  the U n ited  States would mean 
the beginning o f the end o f w orld  cap ita lism  and along w ith  
i t  the end o f im p e ria lis t w a r and fascism  fo reve r.

D e fen d  the  R igh ts  o f  L a b o r !
F a r fro m  conducting a w a r to  “ destroy fascism ,”  B ig  B us i­

ness has ac tu a lly  launched a d rive  to  destroy the Am erican labo r 
movement.

W h a t B ig  Business is out to do to  c iv il libe rtie s  is c le a rly  
shown in  the case o f the 18 defendants in  the M inneapo lis “ sedi­
t io n ”  t r ia l .  Some o f these defendants were heads o f the  Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty . O thers were m ilita n ts  in  the M inneapo lis local 
o f the  tru c k  d rive rs  union. They were sentenced to  prison. Be­
cause o f th e ir  opposition to  w a r and because th e y  took p a r t in  
a m ovem ent to  defend the tru c k  d rive rs  local fro m  d ic ta to r ia l 
a ttem pts o f A F L  bureaucrats to harness the tru c k  d rive rs  to  the 
im p e ria lis t w a r machine.

C iv il libe rties , freedom  o f press, freedom  o f speech, a ll the 
hard  won gains o f generations o f s trugg le  are endangered. Under 
cover o f the w a r B ig  Business th rou gh  its  W ash ing ton rep re ­
sentatives demanded th a t labo r “ v o lu n ta r ily ”  g ive up its  v ita l 
r ig h t  to  s tr ike .

The cost o f l iv in g  has already sky-rocketed to  m ore than 20 
percent above the January  1, 1941 level. T ax b ills  have been 
cooked up in W ash ing ton to fu r th e r  d ra in  the w o rk in g  m an’s 
pocket book. A d m in is tra tio n  spokesmen openly adm it the stan-

d iffe rence w hether Roosevelt has 
a Caesar complex, as some o f his 
iso la tio n is t opponents charge, or 
w hether he is  sincere in his prom ­
ise. W ha t is im p o rta n t is the fo r ­
ces which drive  h im  to  his pres­
ent course, w ha t is im p o rta n t 
are the law s o f cap ita lism  in the 
process o f decay.

find themselves liv in g  under fas­
cism a fte r the  “ w ar fo r  democ­
racy”  is won.

IN  DO W NTO W N 
N EW AR K

T H E  M IL IT A N T  m ay be pu r-

The w orkers m ust res is t a ll 
moves tow ard assum ption o f d ic ­
ta to r ia l powers now, o r they may
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dard o f l iv in g  w il l  soon be driven below the w o rs t levels o f the 
depression. T h a t is w h y  B ig  Business w ants labo r trussed up in  
a s tra it- ja c k e t o f a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion  coupled w ith  “ v o lu n ta ry ”  
renuncia tion  o f la b o r’s m ost po w e rfu l weapons.

M eanw hile B ig  Business enjoys p ro fits  fro m  the w a r in ­
dustries exceeding those o f the boom days o f 1929. Thus the 
slogan ra ised by the bosses, “ e q ua lity  o f sacrifice,”  w o rks ou t 
in p ractise  to  mean th a t the r ich  ge t the p ro fits  o f the w a r, the 
poor ge t the  costs.

To e lim ina te  w a r-p ro fite e rin g  and to safeguard the masses’ 
l iv in g  standards, we advocate the  exp rop ria tion  o f a ll w a r in ­
dus tries  and th e ir  opera tion under w orkers ’ con tro l.

F o r an In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty
In  its  d rive  aga inst labor, B ig  Business holds a trem endous 

advantage in the  fie ld o f po litics . The m a jo r p o lit ic a l pa rties  
represent B ig  Business. The labo r m ovem ent does n o t have a 
s ing le  Congressman in  W ashington to  defend its  in te res ts  when 
B ig  Business decides to  pass rea c tion a ry  le g is la tio n . I t  is  h igh  
tim e  th a t , labo r challenged the Republican and dem ocratic 
machines w ith  its  own p o lit ic a l p a r ty !

Defend c iv il lib e rtie s ! Defend the  r ig h t  to  s tr ik e ! F o r a 
r is in g  scale o f wages to  meet the r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g !  F o r an 
independent Labor P a r ty !  F o r a W orkers ’ and F a rm ers ’ G overn­
m ent th a t w ill e lim ina te  once and fo r  a ll the  danger to  labor 
fro m  B ig  Business!

t o r  D e m o cra tic  R igh ts  in  tire  A rm e d  Forces
M illio n s  o f w orkers and fa rm ers  now p o u rin g  in to  the m i l i ­

ta ry  tra in in g  camps s u ffe r a complete b lack ou t o f th e ir  trade  
un ion ga ins and th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h ts . The average so ld ie r is 
defenseless aga inst the m ost reac tiona ry  type  o f o fficers. T r ia l 
by a ju ry  o f his peers is denied him . He cannot even express 
le g itim a te  grievances w ith o u t fe a r o f rep risa ls . N o r can he 
elect representatives to  pe tition  the  au tho rities . Wages are fa r  
below the union standard. A n ti- la b o r a g ita tio n  is  ram pan t in the 
armed forces. I t  is clear th a t B ig  Business plans to  tu rn  the  
sold ier aga inst the labo r movement.

To guard aga inst th is  danger and to  safeguard the elemen­
ta ry  r ig h ts  o f the soldiers, the trade un ions should begin a public 
cam paign fo r  dem ocratic r ig h ts  in  the arm ed forces.

In  the in te rests o f the w orkers , the trade  unions should a t 
the same tim e  demand the establishm ent o f  m il i ta ry  tra in in g , 
inc lud ing  schools fo r  officers, under the con tro l o f the  trade 
unions.

A ga ins t J im  C ro w !
O ne-tenth o f the popu la tion  o f the U n ited  States today s u f­

fe rs  a fa te  th a t can on ly be compared to  th a t o f the Jews in  
Germ any and Poland. W ha t the  N azis ca ll “ A ry a n  s u p e rio r ity ”  
trans la tes in the U S A  in to  “ w h ite  suprem acy.”  The Am erican 
pogrom  is called “ lyn ch in g .”  The A m erican ghetto  is established 
according to the ru les o f “ J im  C row.”  Even in  the ’ arm ed forces 
supposed to be fig h tin g  fo r  democracy the Negroes are segre­
gated. D isc rim in a tion  in  in du s try , social h a rr ie rs , a ll o f  the  in ­
f in ite  fo rm s o f persecution w h ich  hound the colored people in  
the U n ited  States, existed long before H it le r  began his move­
m ent to convert the Jews in to  the J im  Crowed people o f Europe. 
Those who rem a in  s ile n t about th is  fa c t when th e y  denounce 
H itle r is m  fo r  its  viciousness to  the Jews, expose themselves a& 
too ls o f B ig  Business whose policies should be opposed by the 
N egro  people and the n a tu ra l a llies o f the Negro people, the 
labo r movement.

The s trugg le  to establish a W orkers  and F arm ers G overn­
m ent is the  s tru g g le  to  smash J im  Crowism  wherever i t  exists. 
F o r f u l l  economic, p o lit ic a l and social eq ua lity  fu r  th e  N egro  
people and a ll o th e r m in o ritie s !

S u p p o rt C h ina 's  w ar against Ja pa n !
S u p p o rt In d ia 's  s trugg le  to  be fre e  f ro m  B r ita in !

A ll  the peoples in  the w o rld  are en title d  to  w h a t the A m e r­
ican people fo u g h t fo r  in  1776— the  r ig h t  o f se lf-governm ent. 
We are opposed to Japan’s a tta c k  on China and support C h ina ’s 
s trugg le  aga inst im p e ria lis t dom ination . W e uncond itiona lly  sup­
p o rt the s tru g g le  o f Ind ia  to  free  its e lf  fro m  B r it is h  im p e ria lis t 
ru le , and we ca ll upon the A m erican w orkers to  oppose the  b ru ta l 
k il l in g s  and a rrests  o f the Ind ian  people by th e ir  B r it is h  
oppressors.

D e fen d  the  S ov ie t U n io n !
D u rin g  the f irs t  W orld  W a r the f ir s t  W orke rs  and Farm ers 

Governm ent in  h is to ry  came in to  power. On the  day th a t the 
Russian masses seized the re ins o f governm ent in  th e ir  own 
hands a sh iver o f apprehension swept th rou gh  every ca p ita lis t 
in  the w orld . The poor people on the o ther hand everywhere 
ra llie d  to the support o f the f irs t  governm ent they could re a lly  
ca ll th e ir  own.

We defend the Soviet U n ion uncond itiona lly . W e advocate 
the estab lishm ent o f a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Governm ent in 
th is  coun try  as the on ly  k ind  o f governm ent th a t w i l l  re a lly  
defend the Soviet U n ion fro m  the assaults o f im peria lism .

We oppose the S ta lin is t bureaucracy because i t  has deprived 
the Russian masses o f a ll th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h ts  and by  its  
polic ies m o rta lly  endangered the S oviet U n ion . The heroic Red 
A rm y  would no t have suffe red such te rr ib le  defeats i f  S ta lin  had 
no t m urdered the p o lit ic a l and m il i ta r y  leaders who played such 
g re a t roles in  tho success o f the Russian R evolution.

S ta lin  sells ou t the w o rld ’s w orkers  and co lon ia l peoples 
fo r  the sake o f tem po ra ry  alliances, now w ith  H it le r ,  now  w ith  
C h u rch ill and Roosevelt; These be traya ls  have dealt the heaviest 
blows o f a ll to  the Soviet U n ion  its e lf.

The w orkers o f the w orld  th r il le d  a t the  bravery  o f the 
Red A rm y  th a t successfully defended the w orkers ’ sta te  in  1918- 
1920 from  the forces o f 14 c a p ita lis t countries inc lud ing  the 
U n ited  States. T h is  success resu lted no t on ly  fro m  the heroism 
w ith  which the Red A rm y  fou gh t bu t also fro m  the d is in te g ra tio n  
o f the opposing arm ies. T h is  was b rough t about b y  the  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  appeals o f Len in  and T ro tsky  to  th e  sold iers in  the oppos­
in g  arm ies to  support th e ir  rea l allies, th e  Soviet w orkers and 
peasants and t«X jo in  in  the  common s tru g g le  fo r  socialism .

Today the arm ies and peoples o f the w o rld  are be tte r 
prepared than ever to  heed such a ca ll. I t  is  S ta lin ’s greatest 
crim e th a t he has no t o n ly  fa ile d  to issue such an appeal bu t is 
p reven ting  i t  by backing up the aim s o f the U n ited  N a tions 
im p e ria lis ts . In  exchange fo r  the w orth less prom ises o f men 
such as C hurch ill, who led the im p e ria lis t in te rve n tio n  aga inst 
Len in  and T ro tsky , S ta lin  has bargained aw ay the on ly  program  
th a t could save the Soviet U n ion as w e ll as end W orld  W a r I I .

F o r a W o rk e rs  and  F arm ers  G o v e rn m e n t!
The S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  proposes th a t the w orkers o f 

A m erica  replace the governm ent o f th e ir  enemy B ig  Business 
w ith  a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Governm ent o f th e ir  own. The 
masses o f Germany, Japan and Ita ly ! w i l l  respond to  the appeal 
o f such a governm ent th a t they ove rth row  th e ir  fasc is t ru le rs . 
O n ly th is  program  can end im p e ria lis t w a r and fo rm  a w orld  
socia lis t society th a t w ill provide p len ty  and secu rity  fo r  a ll the 
peoples o f the w orld .

Sniper Ludmilla 

Pavlichenko

B y M IL T O N  A L V IN

Some add itiona l evidence o f the 
type o f w ar S ta lin  is conducting 
aga inst the N azi invaders was 
provided las t week. Present in  
th is  coun try  to  a ttend the In te r ­
na tiona l S tudent Assem bly is  
Ludm illa  Pavlichenko, a g ir l  
member o f the  Red A rm y . She is 
reputed to have k ille d  309 N azis 
in  sn ip ing  operations, and as a 
rew ard has been given the h ig h ­
est Soviet c ita tions.

The ve ry  fa c t th a t the Red 
A rm y  has fem ale members en­
gaged in active com bat reca lls 
the basic d iffe rence  between the 
position o f women in  the Soviet 
Union and in  c a p ita lis t countries. 
The October R evolu tion took 
g ig a n tic  steps tow ards fre e in g  
women fro m  th e ir  tra d it io n a l 
position in society and p lac ing  
them  on an equal fo o tin g  w ith  
men. In  the e a rly  days o f the  
revo lu tion  women were g iven the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  p a rtic ip a te  to  an 
unprecedented extent in  in d u s try , 
the a rts , sc ie n tific  research, p o li­
tics, sports and o ther fields. The 
f ir s t  w o rke rs ’ s tate t r u ly  enabled 
women to  th ro w  o f f  the chains o f 
k itchen drudgery.

However, a ll is no t the same 
in  the Soviet U n ion  as i t  once 
was in  th is  respect. The S ta lin  
reg im e has l i t t le  by l i t t le  en­
croached upon the ga ins made by 
the  women o f Russia and to  some 
exten t has succeeded in  re s tr ic t­
in g  th e ir  new ly-w on freedom . 
S till,  the presence o f women in  
the Red A rm y , ta k in g  an active 
p a r t in  the s trugg le , indicates 
th a t m any o f the gains o f the 
re vo lu tion  are s t i l l  in  existence.

The g reatest burden th a t S ta lin  
has placed upon the people o f 
the Soviet U n ion, men and w om ­
en, is the type o f w a r th a t h is 
reg im e conducts aga inst H it le r .  
T h is  was g ra p h ic a lly  il lu s tra te d  
by a rem ark  made by Pavlichenko 
d u rin g  an in te rv ie w  in  W ash ing ­
ton. In d ica tin g  he r h o s t ility  to  
the invaders o f the Soviet U n ion , 
she spoke in  the vein o f one who 
w ants to  see the whole German 
people w iped out.

“ E ve ry  German who rem ains 
a live  w ill k i l l  women, ch ild ren  
and old fo lks . Dead Germans are 
harm less,”  she said.

T h is was an accurate s ta te ­
m ent o f the  o ff ic ia l S ta lin  po licy  
tow ards the soldiers o f the Ger­
man arm y. The S ta lin  p o licy  is 
in  m arked con tra s t to  th a t p u r­
sued by Lenin and T ro ts k y  in  
1918. The la tte r  made every e f­
fo r t  to  w in  over the German 
a rm y  o f occupation by m eans o f 
re vo lu tio n a ry  propaganda. The 
B re s t-L itvo sk  nego tia tions were 
delayed and dragged ou t to  the  
ve ry  end in order to  g ive  Bolshe­
v ik  propagandists tim e  in  w h ich  
to spread th e ir  ideas am ong the  
German soldiers. F ra te rn iz a tio n  
—th is  was the method o f the  
founders o f the S oviet U n ion. 
A nd th is  method was successful. 
I t  resu lted in  the m ora l d is in te g ­
ra tio n  o f the  G erm an a rm y  and 
led to  the u p ris in g  o f the German 
people at home which ove rth rew  
the  K a ise r’s reg im e and pu t an 
end to  the f irs t  W orld  W ar.

The defeat o f H it le r ’s a rm y  by 
the Soviet U n ion is im possible 
w ith o u t the help o f the German 
w orkers themselves. F rom  a 
m a te ria l standpo in t a ll the  ad­
vantage is on H it le r ’s side and 
he is pressing i t  to  the u tm ost. 
S ta lin ’s po licy— and Pavlichenko’a 
sta tem ent— help H it le r ,  fo r  the y  
are used by Goebbels as “ p ro o f”  
to convince the German w orkers  
th a t the v ic to ry  o f the Soviet 
U n ion w i l l  mean th e ir  doom.

S ta lin ’s representatives c ry  ou t 
fo r  the blood o f the German peo­
ple w ith o u t m aking  a d is tin c tio n  
between the  N azi leaders and the  
masses o f the people who w ould  
g la d ly  r id  themselves o f H i t le r ­
ism i f  on ly  someone would o ffe r  
them  some help fro m  the outside, 
p a r tic u la r ly  fro m  the Soviet 
U n ion where they know  the re  is 
no preda to ry  c a p ita lis t class to  
impose the w a r g u ilt  and repara­
tions upon them. Thus S ta lin ism  
shuts the door on the German 
revo lu tion .

R evo lu tionary  methods o f s tru g ­
gle are fo re ign  to  the S ta lin is ts  
who d irec t na rrow  n a tion a lis tic  
appeals to  the Soviet people and 
th rea ts  o f e x tirp a tio n  to  the Ger­
m an people. B u t a re vo lu tio n a ry  
appeal to  the German w o rkers  to  
ove rth row  the N azi reg im e and 
cooperate w ith  the Soviet w o rk ­
ers in  the bu ild in g  o f a Socia lis t 
U n ited  States o f Europe, can s t i l l  
save the  Soviet U n ion  fro m  
defeat. The fe a t o f des troy ing  
309 German sold iers am ounts to  
no th ing  when weighed against 
the e ffects o f some revo lu tiona ry  
propaganda directed tow ards H i t ­
le r ’s arm y.
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S ta lin is ts  T ry  To E xp la in  
Away Pro-Franco Proposal
Poor Roosevelt- Is Only a Victim of the 
'A ppeasers', the 'Daily Worker' Explains

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

No one — not even the professional liberals — has been 
more embarrassed than the Stalinists by Roosevelt's offer of 
collaboration to the fascist butcher, Franco. Although Roose­
velt’s “ art and culture’’ plan to help put fascist Spain “ on its 
feet economically”  was announced on Friday, Aug. 28, the 
Daily Worker couldn't find room to deal with this matter un­
til Thursday, Sept. 3. By that -time the Stalinist hacks had 
worked ou t a fo rm u la  fo r  com-S> 
p la in in g  about Roosevelt’s p ro ­
posal w ith o u t being too c r it ic a l
o f Roosevelt h im se lf.

On a ll occasions, the S ta lin is ts  
are embarrassed when th e ir  
“ com m ander-in -ch ie f”  takes steps 
which expose the  rea l character 
o f the w a r and belie the w indow - 
dressing about the  “ fo u r  fre e ­
doms.”  B u t the S ta lin is ts  would 
no t have been so tongue-tied on 
th is  p a r tic u la r  occasion i f  i t  
weren’t  fo r  the fa c t th a t in  re ­
cent weeks th e y  have been w r i t ­
in g  so much about fasc is t Spain 
in connection w ith  the cu rre n t 
gube rna to ria l cam paign in New 
Y o rk .

N E W  Y O R K  C A M P A IG N
T h e ir ch ie f com p la in t aga inst 

John .1. Bennett, Dem ocratic no­
minee fo r  Governor, was th a t he 
had acted as cha irm an a t a pro - 
F ranco fu n d -ra is in g  m eeting 
s h o rtly  a f te r  the beg inn ing o f the 
Spanish C iv il W ar. F o r  th is  rea­
son, they said, he was u n f it  to 
be a representa tive  o f the “ w in - 
th e -w a r”  Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion , and so the y  supported the 
nom ination  o f the Tam m any 
Dem ocrat A lfa n g e  a t the A L P  
convention as a tru e  N ew  Deal­
e r and even decided to  ru n  th e ir  
own A m te r, also a f ir m  supporte r 
o f Roosevelt, fo r  Governor.

(The fa c t th a t Roosevelt too 
had helped to  crush the  L o y a l­
ists —  and even more ac tive ly  
than  Bennett —  by denying them 
arm s w h ile  Franco was being 
supplied by H itle r ,  is  som eth ing 
which they have chosen no t to  
discuss since the end o f the Sta- 
T in -H itle r pact.)

Now Roosevelt has expressed 
fr ien dsh ip  fo r  fasc is t Spain and 
pledged h im se lf to  continue col­
la bo ra tion  w ith  Franco a f te r  the 
w a r. T h is  m ust have had a de­
pressing e ffe c t on a ll support­
ers o f the S ta lin is ts , and they 
had to  t r y  to  make an explana­
tion  th a t w ould f i t  in , o r a t least 
no t c o n flic t too sha rp ly , w ith  
th e ir  po licy  o f complete support 
fo r  Roosevelt’s policies. T h is  
they attem pted in  a sm all, un ­
signed a rtic le  on page 2 o f the 
Sept. 3 D a ily  W orker.

W H O ’S D O IN G  T H E  
“ A P P E A S IN G ?”

In  th is  a rtic le , en titled  “ State 
D epartm ent Appeasers Cook U p 
Franco Deal,”  the S ta lin is ts  
w h im pe r p iteous ly  th a t the re  is 
d ir ty  w o rk  a t the  crossroads. 
Roosevelt is  m ak ing  concessions, 
and the forces o f “ appeasement”  
are m ak ing  advances. Does th is  
mean th a t Roosevelt is an “ ap­
peaser”  o f F ranco? N o t a t a ll, 
according to  the w r ite r :  “ The 
proposal can on ly be viewed as 
a concession to  S tate D epartm ent 
d ie-hard M unicheers.”  The re ­
spo ns ib ility  fo r  the p lan, you see, 
belongs w ith  people in  the State 
D epa rtm ent; they w a n t to  “ ap­
pease”  F ranco ; a ll Roosevelt has 
done is to “ appease”  them.

T H E  V IC T IM
Three days la te r  the Sept, 6 

W 'orker carries th is  exp lanation 
fu r th e r  in an a rtic le  b y  its  fo r ­
eign news com m entator, J.S.AJlen 
A llen  warns th a t F ranco is p re ­
p a rin g  to  jo in  the w a r on the 
side o f the A x is  and declares, 
th a t i t  is the re fo re  foo lish  to t r y  
to “ appease”  Franco, Shaking his 
head over those “ who inexp lic ­
ab ly  s t i l l  hold positions in  the 

i leadership o f the U n ited  N a ­

tions,”  A llen  expla ins Roosevelt’s 
behavior as fo llo w s :

“ B r it is h  Am bassador Samuel 
Hoare —  whose record s tinks 
w ith  M unich ism  —  and U. S. A m ­
bassador Hayes, a F ranco sym ­
pa th ize r, have concocted th is  new 
ta le  o f ‘a r t  and c u ltu re ’ to  take 
the  place o f ‘non-in te rven tion .’ 
And the worse aspect, o f i t  is 
th a t ou r A d m in is tra tio n  fa lls  v ic ­
tim  to  th is  new s to ry , and pe r­
m its  its  announced support fo r

the p lan to  besmear ou r na tion  
in the eyes o f the Spanish peo­
ple and the peoples o f L a tin  
Am erica. . .”

Poor Roosevelt! Jus t a v ic tim  
o f bad people, an innocent who 
lets h im se lf be led around by the 
nose. I t 's  no t h is fa u lt  th a t our 
nation is besmeared. I t ’s the 
fa u lt  o f those scoundrels, the 
“ appeasers.”  T hey ’re the  ones 
who should be blamed fo r  Roose­
v e lt’s no t know ing how to  run 
the w ar.

And then, g e ttin g  “ tough,”  
A llen  says: “ We can no longer 
a ffo rd  to stomach the pernicious 
game now being played by M u- 
n ieh ite elements. . . F o r the sa l­
va tion  o f a ll peoples, fo r  the sa l­
va tion  o f A m erica  its e lf,  labor 
especially m ust in s is t on an im ­
m ediate and decisive change from  
th is  ligh t-hea rted  and suic ida l 
m anner o f conducting our peo­
ple’s w a r aga inst A x is  ty ra n n y .

“ We m ust act im m ed ia te ly  to

demand th a t ou r Governm ent im ­
m ed ia te ly  b reak re la tions w ith  
Franco. . .”

W H Y  IT ’S “ S U IC ID A L ”
E ve ry  reader o f A lle n ’s a r t i ­

cle w i l l  be s truck  by the  fa c t th a t 
the S ta lin is ts ’ ch ie f ob jection to  
th is  “ su ic ida l”  po licy  o f appeas­
in g  Franco is th a t the y  believe 
i t  w on’t  w o rk . I t  w on’t  w o rk , they  
say, and the re fo re  i t ’s no good.

And i f  i t  did w ork, as Roose­
v e lt ev idently  th in ks  i t  may? 
W hy, then the, S ta lin is ts  would 
have no more ob jection to  co lla ­
bo ra tin g  w ith  the bu tcher o f the 
Spanish revo lu tion  than  they now- 
have to  co llabo ra ting  w ith  and 
sup po rting  D ic ta to r Vargas o f 
B raz il, who smashed the labo r 
movement and outlawed the Com­
m un is t P a rty . F o r according to 
the S ta lin is t line, the w a r o f any 
reactionary  governm ent is a p ro ­
gressive w ar i f  on ly  i t  is  fo u g h t 
on the same side as the Soviet 
U nion.

Widespread Protests Fo llow  
W illiam s ’ Hanging In  Ire la n d
Irish People Are Still Opposed to Partition of Their Country

The execution in Belfast, Northern Ireland of Thomas Jos-®
•eph Williams, 19-year-old member of the Irish Republican 
Army, for the alleged killing  of a constable, has raised to the 
fore an issue which transcends the fate o f the individual, W il­
liams. What is at stake —  and what caused the agitation sur­
rounding W illiams’ execution —  is the question of unification
and independence fo r  Ire land . ®--------------------------------------------------------

F o llo w in g  the  la s t w a r and the 
w idespread s tragg les fo r  Ir is h ’ in ­
dependence, B r it is h  im peria lism  
was compelled to  make an o ffe r  
to  Ire land . B u t instead o f p e r­
m it t in g  the  I r is h  people to  es- 
tablisTi th e ir  own governm ent, 
the B r it is h  pa rtitio n e d  the coun­
t r y  and established th e ir  own 
Q u is ling  governm ent in  the  s ix  
no rth e rn  counties ( fo u r  o f w h ich  
had voted fo r  a free , un ited I re ­
land .) The g re a t m a jo r ity  o f  the  
Ir is h  people a t th a t  t im e  p ro te s t­
ed aga inst th is  move as a t r ic k  
to  m a in ta in  a B r it is h  base which 
could be la te r  extended th ro u g h ­
ou t the whole country .

S T IL L  OPPOSED
T h a t the Ir is h  people were op­

posed to  the p a r tit io n  a t the  be­
g in n in g  o f the second W orld  W ar 
was shown by  th e ir  opposition to  
suppo rting  the  w a r o f the  B i-it- 
ish E m pire , and th e ir  p ro test 
aga inst the la nd ing  o f Am erican 
troops on I r is h  soil w ith o u t pe r­
m ission o f the Ir is h  governm ent. 
T h a t they are as opposed as ever 
to  p a rtitio n  has been dem onstra­
ted by the sym pa thy and support 
shown fo r  W illia m s .

Ten thousand people are re ­
ported to have attended a p ro ­
tes t m eeting addressed by  the  
Lo rd  M ayo r o f D ub lin . Num erous 
o ther mass m eetings were held 
th roughou t E ire . P rotests and ap­
peals fo r  clemency poured in  by 
the  hundreds upon the U ls te r o f­
fic ia ls  and London.

The w idespread na tu re  o f th is  
p ro te s t can be seen fro m  the  
prepa ra tions made by  the B r i t ­
ish to quell any disturbances. Po­
lice  were stationed on a ll c o r­
ners o f B e lfa s t as the  hour o f 
the execution approached, ga th ­
erings were fo rb idden. B e lfa s t 
was declared ou t o f bounds to  
Am erican soldiers and even a 
group o f ch ild ren, knee ling  in 
p ra ye r outside o f W ill ia m ’s p r i­
son was dispersed. Since the  exe­
cution , hundreds o f  ra ids  have 
been staged and m any have been 
arrested on suspicion o f  being 
IR A  members. Several gun ba t­
tles have developed w ith  police. 
Two A m erican soldiers who fo r  
some reason did n o t obey the  
order to  s tay  o u t o f B e lfas t, were 
greeted w ith  jeers and mock

N azi salutes by  an g ry  crowds in 
the streets.

The execution o f W illia m s  
found an im m ediate i-esponse 
among the Ir is h  w orkers. The 
im p o rta n t I r is h  T ransp o rt W o rk ­
ers U n ion w h ich  played a ro le 
in  the E aste r Rebellion o f 1916 
stopped w o rk  in  p ro test. T h ru o u t 
Ire la nd  fla g s  f le w  a t ha lf-m a s t 
and a ll business houses, movies, 
etc., closed fo r  v a ry in g  periods.

C R IS IS  O F  T H E  
B R IT IS H  E M P IR E

The coincidence between the 
present s trugg le  o f the  Ind ian  
people fo r  independence and the  
re v iva l o f the  I r is h  s trugg le  
m arks the deepening o f the c r i­
sis o f B r it is h  im peria lism . L ike  
the Ind ians on the  o ther side o f 
the w o rld , the Ir is h  knew  few  
o f the benefits o f B r it is h  democ­
racy aside fro m  periodic fam ines, 
e xp lo ita tion  and b ru ta l repres­
sion. The Ir is h  people, especially 
the w orkers, have a long t ra d i­
tion  o f s trugg le  aga ins t im p e ria l­
is t  oppression. T h e ir rebellion in  
1916 was hailed by  Lenin as the 
f i r s t  g lim m e r o f l ig h t  in  the 
darkness o f the f i r s t  W orld  W ar. 
O n ly the im m a tu r ity  o f the Ir is h  
w o rk in g  class prevented them  
fro m  w in n in g  im p o rta n t v ic to ries  
in  those days. T h e ir sons, how ­
ever, have ap pa ren tly  lo s t none 
o f the s p ir it  o f  the generation 
th a t s truck  the f i r s t  blows 
aga inst im p e ria lism  du rin g  W orld  
W a r I. The I r is h  w orkers  have

pow erfu l a llie s  in  the  masses o f 
Ind ia , the people o f China and 
the Soviet w orkers, a ll f ig h t in g  
also aga inst im peria lism .

The I r is h  w orkers, w h ile  re ­
je c tin g  the  method o f in d iv idu a l 
te rro r ism  as a substitu te  fo r  mass 
action, should appeal fo r  the aid 
o f the B r it is h  and Am erican 
w orkers. T h is  w i l l  p u t an effec­
tiv e  stop to  the vic ious propa­
ganda o f the B r it is h  th a t  fin d s  
a sym pathetic  echo in  the A m e r­
ican ca p ita lis t press. F o r ju s t  as 
they are t r y in g  to  p a in t the peo­
ple o f Ind ia  w ith  the Japanese 
brush, the E ng lish  governm ent is 
app ly ing  the N az i brush to  the 
Ir is h . I f  the B r it is h  are taken 
a t th e ir  w ord, i t  w ould appear 
th a t the hundreds o f m illio ns  o f 
subjects o f the  em pire in M alaya, 
B urm a, Ind ia  and now Ire land  
are w ill in g  to  exchange B r it is h  
democracy fo r  the  ru le  o f the 
Japanese and German im p e ria l­
ists. T h is  in  its e lf  constitu tes a 
crash ing  in d ic tm e n t o f E ng lish  
ru le .

B u t the t ru th  is th a t fa r  from  
de s iring  to exchange one set o f 
m asters fo r  another, the  various 
sub ject peoples o f the B r it is h  
E m p ire  are determ ined to  ga in  
th e ir  independence and to  decide 
th e ir  own fa te . F o r th is  elem ent­
a ry  r ig h t  they are m ob iliz in g  
th e ir  forces in  one p a r t o f the 
w orld  a fte r  another. N o th in g  can 
stop th is  m ovem ent once i t  is 
launched on the basis o f the  u n ity  
o f the oppressed aga inst the  op­
pressors. The Am erican w orkers, 
who have p rev ious ly  shown sym ­
pa thy  fo r  the  cause o f I r is h  fre e ­
dom w i l l  come to  th e ir  a id  again, 
once the t ru th  is s ifted  fro m  the 
m onstruous lies o f the press and 
rad io .

Breitm an F iles As 
S. W. P. Candidate

Indian Factory Workers Go Out On Political Strikes
(Continued fro m  page 1) 

about support from  the  A m e r­
ican bourgeoisie and the  K re m ­
lin  are dy in g  aw ay. A s Steele 
re p o rts :

“ The coo ling n a tio n a lis t fee l­
in g  tow ard  the U n ited  States has 
been b ro ug h t on by such th in gs  
as unfavorab le  Am erican press 
comments on G andhi’s movement, 
the presence o f the Am erican A ir  
Force in  Ind ia  and the fa ilu re  
o f the U n ited  States to  respond 
so fa r  to  the demands o f the  
Congress fo r  U n ited  N ations in ­
te rven tion  in  Ind ia . T h is  Ind ian  
element believes th a t i t  has been 
le t down not on ly  by B r ita in , bu t 
by the U n ited  States and Russia. 
I t  in te rp re ts  the A tla n tic  C har­
te r  as exclud ing Ind ia . I t  is  re ­
sen tfu l over the A ng lo -S ov ie t 
pact, which i t  in te rp re ts  as a v ir ­
tu a l Soviet pledge no t to  in te r­
fe re  in  the a ffa irs  o f the  B r i t ­
ish dominions.

“ N o r have h ig h -flo w n  reso lu ­
tions on the Ind ian  question by

groups o f Am erican libe ra ls  and 
o ther w e ll-m ean ing  A m erican o r­
ganizations so fa r  con tribu ted  
an y th in g  tow ard  a solution. In  
some cases they have missed 
tne po in t e n tire ly  and on ly  ag­
gravated Ind ian  annoyance.”

The B r it is h  censorship is op­
e ra tin g  no t on ly  in  Ind ia  bu t also 
in Eng land, and a lm ost no news 
has seeped ou t concern ing the a t ­
titudes o f the ranks o f the w o rk ­
ers tow a rd  B r it is h  repressions in 
Ind ia .

The censorship operates no t 
on ly to  stop messages to A m erica  
fro m  Ind ia  and B r ita in , b u t also 
messages fro m  London to  Ind ia ! 
T h is  is reported by F rede rick  
K uh  in  a dispatch sent by te le ­
phone (p robab ly  the reason w hy 
i t  go t th ro u g h ) to  the Chicago 
Sun o f A u g u s t 17. “ The B r it is h  
censorship,”  he says, “ has been 
c lam p ing  down la te ly  on mes­
sages to  Ind ian  newspapers re ­
garded as undesirable fo r  p u b li­
cation in  Ind ia . In  a t least one

instance, an Ind ian  correspondent 
in London fo r  a press association 
was forb idden to send home a re ­
p o rt o f A m erican newspaper 
comment on Ind ia .”

One s ig n if ic a n t B r it is h  reac­
t io n  reported by K uh  is an a t­
tack on B r it is h  po licy  in  Ind ia  
by the  L ib e ra l weekly, the New 
Statesm an and N a tion . T h is  is 
no tew o rthy  because on the eve 
o f the stragg le , th is  organ was 
defending the governm ent po licy.

T h is  a ttack  centered on the 
Secretary o f State fo r  Ind ia , 
C h u rc h ill’s close co llabora tor, 
Leopold S. A m ery. The Weekly 
recalled th a t when Japan f ir s t  
attacked China, A m ery  said: 

“ Japan did r ig h t  to  defend her­
se lf aga inst the con tinua l aggres­
sions o f Chinese na tiona lism .”  

The to ta lita r ia n  completeness o f 
the B r it is h  censorship is probably 
l i t t le  understood in th is  country . 
A  ty p ic a l example, qu ite  typ ica l, 
occurred a f te r  the A m rits a r  M as­
sacre o f 1919 in  Pun jab province.

To p reven t the news fro m  reach­
in g  the outside w o rld  no one was 
allowed to en ter o r leave the 
Province, w h ile  the  massacre was 
fo llow ed up by a irp lane  bom bing 
and a rm o red -tra in  m achine-gun­
n ing  o f v illages. F o r ne a rly  e igh t 
m onths a ll news o f  th is  was o f ­
f ic ia lly  suppressed, d u rin g  which 
period n e ith e r P a rlia m e n t no r the 
B r it is h  press discussed the m a t­
te r . A  w h itew ash ing  Commission 
o f E n q u iry  f in a lly  adm itted  th a t 
37-9 persons were k ille d  and 1200 
wounded in  the  A m rits a r  in c i­
dent alone. The Ind ians said the 
casualties were three tim es tha t.

The extent o f the B r it is h  cen­
sorship was once indicated by R. 
P. Scripps, pres ident o f the 
S cripps-H ow ard Newspapers. O f 
16 dispatches file d  by  the  U.P. 
in  one period in  1930, on ly  f iv e  
were received. To t r y  to  rem edy 
th is  s itua tion , the  D ire c to r o f the 
U . P. had h im se lf gone to  In ­
dia, and sent back a 400-word 
cable; on ly  132 words o f i t  a r-

(Continued fro m  page 1)
p reven t another w a r in  another 
generation.

“ The S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
ca lls on the w orkers o f New Je r­
sey to  vote and to  f ig h t  fo r  such 
a governm ent.”

O ther po in ts  in  B re itm a n ’s elec­
tion  p la tfo rm  ca ll fo r  the  abo li­
tio n  o f a ll fo rm s o f J im  C row ­
ism everywhere; defense o f the 
Soviet U n ion, China and support 
o f the Ind ian  s trugg le  fo r  inde­
pendence; the  o rgan iza tion  o f a 
f ig h t in g  labo r p a rty  w ith  an in ­
dependent p ro g ra m ; defense o f 
the r ig h t  to s tr ik e ; governm enta l 
exp rop ria tio n  o f in d u s try  and op­
e ra tion  under w o rke rs ’ con tro l; 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  fo r  the  armed 
forces; defense o f c iv il lib e rtie s ; 
opposition to  Roosevelt’s “ wage 
s ta b iliza tio n ”  program , the sales 
ta x  and a ll o th e r a ttem pts  to  
place the burden o f the w a r p ro ­
gram  on the w orkers.

The Dem ocratic and R epubli­
can p rim a rie s  w i l l  be held on 
Sept. 15. I t  is  a lready certa in  
th a t the Dem ocratic nominee w il l

rived. “ The censorship,”  said 
Cripps, “ has led Am ericans to 
suspect th a t, when tw o  persons 
are reported as k ille d , the  t ru th  
is th a t tw e n ty  are k ille d  and the 
hospita ls are fu l l . ”

M easuring  the  present s itu a ­
tion  by the same yards tick , the 
l i t t le  th a t has been reported o f 
the p o lit ic a l s tr ik e  wave indicates 
a g ig a n tic  mass m ovem ent o f 
the in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t, the 
on ly  class capable o f c a rry in g  
the  s trugg le  fo r  independence to  
a successful conclusion.

be the unopposed incum bent, W il­
liam  Sm athers, endorsed by  a ll 
fac tions  o f h is p a rty , in c lud ing  
Roosevelt, M ayo r Hague and Gov­
ernor Hudson, and supported by 
the A m erican Labo r League, 
fo rm e r ly  Labo r’s N on-P artisan 
League, which was o r ig in a lly  sup­
posed to  organize a la bo r pa r­
ty . I t  is expected th a t the S ta lin ­
is ts  w i l l  also support Smathers, 
who has always acted as a ru b ­
ber-stam p fo r  Roosevelt, on the 
ground th a t he is a “ w in -the - 
w a r candidate.”

The Republican nom ination  is 
be ing contested by  a fo rm e r na ­
tio n a l p resident o f the Cham­
ber o f Commerce, a “ successful 
banker,”  and an obscure fu n c tio n ­
a ry  in  the state governm ent. 
B R E IT M A N ’S RECORD

A ltho ug h  s t i l l  com para tive ly  
young, B re itm an  has been active 
fo r  m any years in  the New  J e r­
sey labo r movem ent and in  s tru g ­
gles on beha lf o f the unem ploy­
ed, Negro people and c iv i l l ib e r­
ties.

He was in s tru m en ta l in  1937 
in the fo rm a tio n  o f a jo in t  C IO - 
A F L  Trade U n ion  C om m ittee  on 
U nem ploym ent w h ich un ited 
trade unions in  action  on beha lf 
o f  the jobless. He helped thou­
sands o f w orkers in  trade  unions 
ge t re lie f  when the y  w ent on 
s tr ike .

A s a state leader o f the W o rk ­
ers A lliance  before th a t o rgan iz ­
a tion  was discred ited by  Com­
m un is t P a r ty  dom ination , he 
played an im p o rta n t ro le  in  the  
T ren ton  Siege o f 1936 when the 
unemployed took  over the State 
Hbuse fo r  nine days. S h o rtly  
a fte r  he was active in  lead ing a

Stalinists Put Socialism 
In Cold Storage

r .  M. M O RRISO N '

I f  any proof is necessary to w ou ld  be fo u g h t b u t an a lto - 
convince a m il ita n t w orker th a t ge the r d iffe re n t one, assum ing 
the Com m unist P a rty  is not in - th a t w ar would continue. I t  
terested in  figh ting  fo r socialism , would he a w ar o f socialism  a* 
i t  is now to be found in  the ga inst fascist cap ita lism , 
speech delivered by E a r l B row - i f ,  by h is statement, Browder 
der, a t the New Y ork  State Com- means to a ttack the revo lu tion- 
m un is t P a r ty  N o m in a tin g  ra l ly .  a ry  socialists, we s ry  to h im  
(See D a i ly  Worker,  Aug. 31, tha t we do not propose socialism  
1942.) fo r  the purpose of w in n in g  th is

To be absolutely accurate i t  is w a r being waged by the. demo- 
necessary to state th a t the lack c ra tic  im p e ria lis ts  fo r  th e ir  im- 
of in te res t in  socialism  on the p e ria lis t in terests. We w arn  the 
pa rt of the Com m unist P a rty  is w orkers who w an t to destroy 
lim ite d , in  B row der’s speech, to fascism th a t they car. do feo on ly  
the du ra tio n  of the war. F o r i f  they take power in to  th e ir  
th a t period, B row der says th a t own hands and f ig h t  in th e ir  
he is not on ly  not interested in  own in terests. H it le r  m ay be 
•but ac tua lly  an tagonistic to so- defeated by the dem ocratic im - 
c ia lism . p e ria lis ts  b u t fascism  w i l l  no t

Those who know the Comrnun- be destroyed except by w o rk - 
is t  P arty  w ell understand th a t ers ’ governm ents, 
i t  is  not interested in  fig h tin g  L e t us not, however, be too 
fo r  socialism  a t any tim e, w ar technical. L e t us s lm n ly accept, 
o r no war. I t  pretends to be B row der’s thesis tha t H it le r  has 
a p a rty  interested in  the wel- to be beaten and i t  is a m atter 
fare of the  w o rk in g  class, and 0f  ind iffe rence to the masses by 
consequently in  ach ieving social- whom he is  beaten and fo r  w hat 
ism, bu t in  a c tu a lity  i t  is  noth- purpose the w a r is being waged, 
in g  bu t an in s tru m en t of the Even from  th is  po in t of view  
S ta lin is t bureaucracy, defending a socia list regim e would have 
the in terests of th a t bureaucracy tremendous advantages over a 
in  the  U n ited States. cap ita lis t one. In  fact i t  is d if-

F o r the du ra tion  of the w ar, f ic u lt to see how H it le r  could 
however, the C. P. has found i t  possib ly w in  against a socia lis t 
necessary to do away w ith  pre- England and U nited States. I  
tending. "T he  Com m unist Par- lis t  some of the more im portan t 
ty ,”  says Browder, "has set aside advantages of-a socia list regime, 
every o ther cons idera tion .fo r the l .  a  fa r  greater .efficiency in  
du ra tion  to concentrate upon the production of w a r m a te ria l as a 
s ing le  a im  of do ing its  pa rt in  resu lt of the abo lition  of p riva te  
the organ ization o f the people ownership and the centra lized 
under the governm ent fo r v ie - p lann ing  w h ich would bo in tro - 
to ry  in  th is  w ar.”  There is no duced under a socirUct regime, 
m in c ing  o f words here about Under the best of circumstances 
s trugg ling  fo r  socialism  bu t a t the existence of a p riva te  p ro fit 
the same tim e fig h tin g  under m otive is a hindrance to produc- 
th is  governm ent fo r v ic to ry . t io n : under the w on  t, the capi- 
B row der leaves th a t k in d  o f nop- ta lis ts  ac tu a lly  sabotage indus- 
sense to w e ll-in ten tioned Nor- try .
man Thomas. 2. A  much greater enthusiasm

Congratula tions to B row der f o r the  w ar on the pa rt of the 
fo r  h is frankness. Here is  hop- masses who are now supporting  
in g  th a t th is  frankness w il l  the w ar passively. A socia list 
abide w ith  h im  u n t il he adm its regim e would give the masses an 
th a t the S ta lin is t leadership is ideal to figh t and die for. A t 
not under any circum stances in- present they support the w ar be- 
terested in  socialism . cause they fear H itle r .

3. The unqualified support of 
Lest there he any doubt about the m illio n s  of colonial and 

his In ten tions. B rowder proceeds serai-colonial peoples who would 
to state tha t “ the necessary be certa in  th a t under a socia list 
form s of w a r economy are no t regim e they need not Bear fo r 
socialism  at a ll, and on ly  fools th e ir  independence, 
can propose a socia lis t tra n s itio n  4 The underm in ing , by revo- 
in  the U n ited States at th is  ttio j ( lu tio n a ry  propaganda, of the siip- 
m ent of c ris is  as a means o f win.- po rt w h ich  the masses of Ger- 
n ing  the  war. A w a r economy many, I ta ly  and Japan give to  
fu l ly  centra lized, w ou ld  be the th e ir  governments because they 
h ighest fo rm  o f cap ita lism , no t fea r the resu lts o f a v ic to ry  fo r  
socialism . I t  is the essentia] the im p e ria lis t democracies, 
fo rm  of w a r e c o n o m y ...”

It. is  d iff ic u lt  to im agine how *  * *
so much nonsense can be packed L e t t lie  ra n k  and f ie  of the 
in to  so few  lines. Com m unist P a r ty  begin to  pon-

To say th a t “ the necessary der the  trem endous advantages 
form s o f w ar economy are no t w h ich  a socia lis t regime would 
socia lism ”  is to u tte r  an u tte r ly  have in  the strugg le against H i t ­
meaningless statement. The le r  and. even i f  they are con­
form s of w a r economy depend vinced th a t the w ar of the demo­
on the economy th a t is f ig h t in g  c ra tic  im p e ria lis ts  against H it le r  
the w ar. There is no th in g  “ nec- should be supported, they w il l  
essary”  about it .  I f  a cap ita lis t re ject B row der’s proposal to give 
na tion  is fig h tin g  a w ar, then up the strugg le fo r socialism  fo r 
necessarily the w ar economy is the du ra tion  o f the wa:\ 
a cap ita lis t one. I t  m ay d iffe r  And i t  is not on ly  the strugg le 
somewhat from  a cap ita lis t eco- fo r  socialism  tha t the Commun- 
nom y in  peace b u t i t  is nevertbe- is t P a rty  proposes to place in  
less a cap ita lis t economy. cold storage fo r  the dura tion . I t

W ould Brow der say the same is also the strugg le fo r  the ev- 
th in g  about the Soviet U n ion ery-day needs of the w o rk in g  
which, is  also waging war? He masses. I f  a centra lized capi- 
sure ly  accepts S ta lin ’s theory ta lism  is necessary to w in  the 
th a t socialism  (m ore o r less) war. then a ll Ihe consequences 
has been established In  the So- of th a t cap ita lism  m ust be en- 
v ie t Union. Hence i t  m ust be dured by the masses and a deter- 
a socia lis t economy th a t is  wag- io ra tio n  in  th e ir  l iv in g  condi- 
in g  w a r in  the Soviet U n ion. I f  tions, a t the same tim e th a t the 
th a t is so. w hy cannot a social- w ea lthy  continue to have a ll 
is t economy wage w a r in  the they want, is  necessarily one of 
U n ited States? I t  could, i f  capi- those consequences, 
ta lism  did not p reva il in  th is  The revo lu tiona ry  w o rke r who 
country. T h a t’s sim ple enough. understands the nature of the 

B row der’s statem ent reduces w a r on the pa rt o f the im peri- 
its e lf  to the profound observa- a lis t nations and does no t sup- 
t io n  th a t the necessary form s po rt i t  w i l l  have no d iff ic u lty  in  
o f w a r economy fo r  a cap ita lis t answering Browder. To such a 
state are ...c a p ita lis t .  W hat he w o rke r i t  is c lear tha t to defeat 
means is th a t he is satisfied w ith  fascism everywhere i t  is essen- 
cap ita lism  and on ly  fools w ant t ia l to establish a socia list re­
socialism . gime.

* * * The m ilitan t, w o rker who sup-
When the leading theore tic ian  ports th e  w ar because he th in ks  

of the S ta lin is t p a rty  says th a t i t  is a w ar against fascism w i l l  
on ly  “ fools can propose socialism  discover through b itte r  experi- 
as a means of w in n in g  the w a r.”  ence tha t, fo llo w in g  the advice 
he comes a l i t t le  closer to sense o f th e  Com m unist Party , he to - 
and to tru th , provided we a tetri- gether w ith  h is class W ill hear 
hute to his words a m eaning i t  a ll the burdens of the war. And 
does not possess. The w a r th a t should H it le r  he defeated by the 
is ac tua lly  being waged between cap ita lism  th a t B row der ins is ts  
tho im p e ria lis t states cannot be is So necessary, the m il ita n t  
won by socialism  fo r the  sim ple w orker, together w ith  h is class, 
reason th a t socialism  would not w i l l  discover th a t the defeat of 
figh t an im p e ria lis t war. I f  so- H it le r  by the im p e ria lis t demo- 
c ia lism  were to come in to  power cracies defeated on ly  a cap ita lis t 
in  the U n ited States o r England, r iv a l o f those democracies and 
i t  would no t be th is  w a r th a t did no t a t a ll destroy fascism.

successful W P A  s tr ik e  in  B u r l­
in g ton  County.

In  1940 he was the f i r s t  pe r-, 
son in N ew  Jersey to  organ ize, 
action cm beha lf o f Odell W a lle r, 
N egro sharecropper who was le ­
g a lly  lynched th is  year. H e has 
won m any frien ds  am ong the  N e­
g ro  people fo r  his v igorous f ig h t ;  
aga inst ra c ia l d isc rim in a tio n  and 
fo r  p o lit ic a l, economic and social 
e q ua lity  fo r  a ll m in o ritie s .

N ow  ed ito r o f  T H E  M I L I ­
T A N T , he was fo rm e r ly  the  ed i­
to r  o f N ew  Jersey W orke rs ’ 
Voice and The H u ng e r F ig h te r.

As SW P candidate fo r  the New  
Jersey le g is la tive  fro m  Essex 
County, he received 3,333 votes 
in  the  election held a m on th  be­
fo re  P ea rl H a rbo r.

Plans fo r  B re itm a n ’s Campaign 
include tw o  rad io  addresses, mass 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f special editions 
o f  T H E  M IL IT A N T  and o f le a f­
le ts  on various issues o f the cam­
pa ign. Headquarters fo r  the  
B re itm a n  cam paign have been 
rented a t 423 S p rin g fie ld  Ave., 
N ew ark; and w o rkers  are. in v ited  
to  ca ll o r  w r ite  there  fo r  fu r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n .

( T i l  “ L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  8 K H »
I  P  C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  
A  1 1  C  W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  

S K IN  U  B R A N D E D ”  —  K A R L  
M A R X .

The Negro S truggle
1 By  A lb e rt P a rke r «< I

The Conference In Detroit On Sept. 26-27
T h is— a com m ent on A . S te in ’s associates had to d raw  certa in  

a rtic le  re p o rtin g  the plans fo r  conclusions fro m  Roosevelt’s 
a na tiona l conference o f the  a ttitud e , nam ely:
M arch - on - W ash ing ton move- 1. T ha t Negroes are not go ing 
m ent and the re fusa l o f P resi- to  im prove th e ir  conditions by-
dent Roosevelt to  discuss the declarations o f pa trio tism . Ran-
problem  o f the Negro people dolph hastened to  assure Roose- 
w ith  A . P h ilip  Randolph, should v e lt in  his te legram  asking fo r  
n o t be read u n t il S te in ’s a rtic le  a conference th a t  he wanted to  
on the f ro n t  page o f th is  issue act “ in  the in te rests o f na tiona l 
has been read. u n ity , e ffec tive  defense and v ic-

A ltho ug h  the eyes o f every to ry  fo r 'th e  U n ited  N ations and 
m il ita n t  N egro in  the coun try  the  cause o f democracy.”  B u t 
w i l l  be turned tow a rd  th e  con- Roosevelt was no t a t a ll moved 
ference to  be held in  D e tro it, b y  th is — he s t i l l  refused to  le t 
i t  is no t ye t possible to p re d ic t Randolph in to  the W h ite  House 
w h a t w i l l  happen a t th a t con- even by the back door, 
ference. The ch ie f reason fo r  A nd 2. T h a t Roosevelt w il l 
th is  un ce rta in ty  is th a t the  no t g ive the Negroes a n y th in g  
Randolph leadership o f the unless they s ta r t to  f ig h t fo r  it ,  
movement, which was ppver Randolph m ust rem em ber th a t 
chosen dem ocra tica lly  b y  the la s t year i t  was Roosevelt who 
ra n k  and file  b u t s t i l l  has th e ir  was sending the te legram s and 
support and respect, has not in - ask ing fo r  conferences. The
dicated w h a t proposals i t  w i l l  reason was th a t Negroes were
present in  D e tro it. then ready to  m arch on W ash-

I t  would be foo lish  to  assume ing ton , and Randolph was then
th a t Randolph has ove rn igh t no t m ere ly  the au tho r o f te le -
ehanged fro m  a po licy  o f vac il- gram s, bu t the representative
la tion , based on the hope th a t  o f m ilita n ts  organized and ready
ta lk  alone w i l l  b r in g  concessions to  take action, 
fo r  the N egro people to  a B u t w hatever Randolph’s 
po licy  o f aggressive m ilita n -  m otiva tions fo r  ca llin g  the  con­
ey, a r i s i n g  fro m  the nn- ference, and w hether he is
derstand ing th a t the  Negroes ready to  change his policies or
w il l  m ake no ga ins in  th is  not, the re  are many encourag-
period except by f ig h tin g  fo r  in g  signs about the com ing
them  aga inst both the J im  C row  ga the ring  in  D e tro it as rep o rt- 
ca p ita lis t class and its  p o lit ic a l ed to  T H E  M IL IT A N T , 
agents. The firs t  j s th a t the confer-

A t  any ra te , there is no t y e t ence w i l l  be made up o f
any evidence th a t the proposal representatives o f the ran k  and
to  ho ld the  D e tro it  conference f i ie i n the movement, as w e ll
arose fro m  such a change in  as leaders selected fro m  the
po licy. R a ther, the  decision to  top. T h e ir p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the
hold the conference seems to  de libera tions and decisions can
have resu lted fro m  tw o  events have on ly  a he a lth y  e ffe c t on
w h ich p la in ly  faced the leader- the proceedings and the  fu tu re
ship o f the m ovem ent w ith  a 0f  the movement, 

do o r die a lte rna tive . The second is th a t a constitu -
These tw o  events were the  tion  fo r  the m ovem ent w i l l  be

a fte rm a th  o f the s to ry  in  the  draw n up. Th is too is a ll fo r
press la s t m onth th a t Randolph the good, fo r  i t  w i l l  strengthen
had announced the  abandonment the movement, p u t i t  on a
in  th is  period o f any perspec- sounder o rgan iza tiona l foo ting ,
liv e  to  ca ll a m arch on W ash- make i t  more dem ocratic and
in g ton  aga inst J im  C row ism , there fore  a ttra c t a lo t o f w o rk -
and the b ru sh -o ff g iven Ran- crs who fee l th a t the movement
dolph by Roosevelt. m ay be a flash -in -the -pan

The reaction  to  the s to ry  in a ffa ir ,  
the press was p re tty  much the  T h ird , o f course, is the fac t 
same, among both the  support- th a t the conference w i l l  decide
ers and opponents o f the move- “ i f  and when a m arch”  on
m en t; and i t  m ust have been W ash ing ton w i l l  be held, as
strongest am ong the masses. I f  w e ll as o ther questions o f
t h e  M arch - on - W ash ing ton po licy. Needless to  say, such a
m ovem ent is no t go ing to  hold discussion can k ind le  a new en-
a m arch, i f  i t  is go ing  to  con- thusiasm  among the  Negro
duct the same k ind o f a c tiv itie s  masses, especially i f  the confer-
as o ther N egro organ izations ence adopts a m il ita n t  p ro g ra m .
now in the  fie ld  and i t  is go ing  and authorizes a f ig h tin g  a ll i-
to  c a rry  on those a c tiv itie s  in  anee o f the  o rgan iza tion  w ith
the  same old w ay as these o ther the ]abor m ovem ent aga inst the
organ izations then, the  pre- economic and p o lit ic a l enemies
v a ilin g  sen tim ent was, w h a t the 0f  both Negroes and labor,
devil use is there in  hav ing  a T h is  is the op p o rtu n ity  fo r  
M arch - on - W ash ing ton move- the N egro people! I t  m ay no t

come again d u rin g  the w a r. The 
Randolph w a ited  a few  weeks s trugg le  aga inst J im  Crowism

a fte r  th is  s to ry  f irs t  appeared cannot stand s t i l l  —  c ith e r the
in  the  press before denying i t  masses w il l  push i t  fo rw a rd  to
as a “ m is in te rp re ta tio n .”  In  new heights, o r the  enemies o f
th a t tim e, we can be sure, he the Negroes w i l l  smash i t  back
was able to estim ate the  re - to  earth .
sponse o f the members. I t  was T h is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  go fo r-  
h is estim a tion  o f th e ir  response w ard  m ust no t be m u ffed  now. 
m ore than a n y th in g  else w h ich  I f  advantage is no t taken o f it ,  
led to  his vigorous denial. there is every danger th a t

The o ther event— Roosevelt’s fru s tra t io n  and defeatism  w il l
contem ptuous re fusa l to  meet set in  among Negro ranks,
w ith  Randolph— also p u t the there  is every like lihood th a t
issue square ly up to  Randolph. t h e  M arch - on - W ashington
W e m ust rem em ber th a t ever movem ent w i l l  collapse in  sho rt
since he revived the m ovem ent order. Perhaps Randolph is
la s t sp ring , Randolph has said ca llin g  the conference as a
th a t the  need o f the day is a b lu ff-— as pressure on the W h ite
“ f ra n k ”  discussion o f the N egro House gates; and perhaps he
problem  in the W h ite  House. isn ’t. T h a t isn ’t  the im p o rta n t
W ith  Roosevelt re fus ing  to  even question. I t  is up to  the Negro
discuss, Randolph realized th a t m ilita n ts  to  le t th e ir  voices be
e ithe r he m ust take some action heard, to  ind ica te th a t the y  are
o r lose face. serious about w a n tin g  to press

W h ile  the  ca ll fo r  a confer- fo rw a rd  fo r  fu l l  eq ua lity  now. 
ence does no t f lo w  fro m  a basic I f  they do th is  in  D e tro it, and 
change in R andolph’s po licy  i f  the conference adopts a pro-
the re fo re ,— bu t ra th e r fro m  gram  and perspective o f s tru g -
conditions over which Randolph gle, i t  may w e ll go down in  his-
has no con tro l— we can be cer- to ry  as the most im p o rta n t
ta in  th a t even Randolph and his Negro ga the ring  o f a ll tim e. i
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the  governm ent, b u t under c o n tro l 
o f the trade un ions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the  gov­
ernm ent b u t co n tro lle d  by the  trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fte d  in to  the  arm y.

3 . F u ll e qu a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the arm ed 
fo rces and the  w ar industries— Down 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everywhere.

4 . C onfiscation o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p ria tio n  o f a ll w ar in dus trie s  and th e ir 
ope ra tion  unde r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a ris in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W orke rs Defense Guards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7 . A n Independent Labor P a rty  based on 
the  T rade U nions.

8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

The Duty O f the 
Folks Back Home

Referring to the men in the armed forces, Roose­
velt in his Labor Day radio address asked if  
those men did not have the right to be counting 
on “ the folks back home.”

Roosevelt, of course, raised this question for 
two reasons: To make it appear that he was as­
suming dictatorial powers in the interests of the 
men in the armed forces, and to convince the 
masses that it was necessary for them to make 
sacrifices oti behalf of their relatives and friends 
engaged in active combat in the war.

But despite Roosevelt’s reasons, it was a legi­
timate question, and the only answer we can give 
to it is Yes. But this raises another question: 
Exactly what is it that the men in the armed fo r­
ces are depending on the folks back home to do? 
Or, more precisely, what should the folks back 
home do to protect the interests of the men in 
the armed forces?

Among the most disheartening news to the men 
in the front lines are reports o f declining living 
standards in the rear. Such items are always 
carefully deleted by the censors on both sides. 
In our opinion it would indeed be welcome news 
to the men in the armed forces that their friends 
and relatives are resolutely protecting their liv ­
ing standards, and are indomitable in their strug­
gle against any and all moves, such as wage freez­
ing for example, which strikes directly at work­
ers’ liv ing conditions. They have the right to be 
counting on the folks back home for this. It is 
the duty of the latter to live up to these just ex­
pectations.

It does not require a prophet to forecast what 
the reaction of the soldiers would be i f  upon their 
return they found all their hard-won union gains 
lost in. their absence. They certainly expect to 
return to at least the conditions they left. That 
is why it is the duty of their relatives and friends 
to defend the unions and their gains.

Nor can the elementary democratic rights be 
surrendered in the rear. What sort of protection 
of the soldier’s interests would it be i f  dictatorial 
moves are accepted at home —  moves which lead 
directly toward the same kind of regime that the 
men ih the armed forces were sent to foreign bat­
tlefields presumably to destroy? The surrender 
o f c iv il liberties, the right of free speech, freedom 
o f the press, etc., constitutes acts of treachery to 
the men at the ’front.

Again, among the things these men have cer­
ta in ly  a right to expect is an end for all time 
t6 wars that send millions of workers and farm­
ers to slaughter and which destroy the accumu­
lated wealth of centuries of labor — imperialist 
wars that threaten the very existence of civiliza­
tion. I f  nothing is done by those in the rear, then 
the only prospect arising out of World W ar 11 
would be World War I I I  in which after another 
twenty years they and their families would again 
be figh'ting. In our opinion it  is the duty of the 
neighbors, friends and relatives of the men at the 
front to fight for the elimination o f the root 
causes of imperialist wars and of political reac­

Ed Parker, 1917-1942
An Active Revolutionist

m m

On the bosses’ files— Edward 
Parker, 25 years old, los t a t sea 
on a m erchant fre igh te r, v ic t im  
o f a U-boat a ttack— is ju s t an­
other name added to the long lis t 
of casualties of m erchant sea­
men.

Those o f us who knew Ed, 
however, rea lize ju s t how b ig  
was the fa v o r th a t H it le r  did 
fo r  the A m erican c a p ita lis t class 
when he sent ou t the  subm arine 
th a t f in a lly  go t E d’s ship.

Ed P a rke r came fro m  a 
w e ll-to -do  fa m ily . H is  life  
s to ry  would have read d iffe re n t­
ly  i f  he could have looked at 
m isery and s ta rva tion  out of the 
corner o f his eye. bu t he cou ldn't 
ignore the fact tha t w h ile  m il­
lions su ffe r the FEW  live  o ff the 
fa t of the land.

He attended the U n ive rs ity  of 
I l l in o is  d u rin g  the depression of 
the ’30s and there he came in  
contact w ith  the Spartacus Youth 
League, the T ro tsky is t youth o r­
ganization of th a t tim e. Ed jo in ­
ed when he realized th a t on ly  
th rough organized independent 
action can the w o rk in g  class 
ever expect to  reach its  goal o f 
freedom from  w ant and su ffe r­
ing. F rom  th a t tim e  on he was 
to devote his life  to the w o rk in g  
class movement.

A N  A C T IV E  M IL IT A N T
A t the age of 19, he became 

fu ll-tim e  organizer (on starva­
tio n  wages) fo r the I ll in o is  
W orkers A lliance, an organiza­
tion  o f unemployed workers, and 
distinguished h im se lf th rough­
out southern I ll in o is  fo r h is o r­
gan iz ing  a b ilitie s  and great 
audacity in  mass action. Ed was 
in  the m idst of widespread and

m ilita n t actions th a t were recur­
in g  th roughou t southern I ll in o is  
a t the tim e.

On A p r i l 18, 1937, he spoke 
before a mass m eeting of Negro 
and w h ite  workers in  Cairo, 
I llin o is , to demand pay fo r w ork 
done in  January and February 
d u rin g  the M ississip i R iver flood 
season. Through the heroic ef­
fo rts  of these W P A  and other 
unemployed workers, the levees 
along the r iv e r were strengthen­
ed and thousands of homes were 
saved from  the flood. The 50 
cents an hour th a t these men 
were to get fo r th is  back-break­
in g  labor had no t been paid and 
now the workers were on the 
move—a development the ad­
m in is tra tio n  could not condone.

So the m il it ia  broke up the 
m eeting and arrested E d P a rk ­
er. A t  the  same tim e  the m il i­
t ia  shot f iv e  o the r pa rtic ip an ts  
in  the m eeting, the local o f f i­
cia ls ho w ling  th a t “ they would 
take care o f th e ir  own n iggers, 
w ith o u t P a rke r b u ttin g  in .”

Ed was sh ifted  from  ja il to 
ja i l  and on ly  a fte r two weeks of 
hectic searching did his law yer 
locate h im . He was bailed ou t on 
$9,000 cash bond, charged w ith  
assault, r io t,  w ith  in te n t to 
m urder, un la w fu l assembly, m a li­
cious m isch ief and arson. The 
whole case was p la in ly  a fram e- 
up— witness a fte r w itness tes ti­
fied tha t a ll the actual “ r io tin g ”  
was caused by the m il i t ia  in  its  
a ttack  on the unemployed of 
Cairo.

The case was fin a lly  dropped 
a fte r a year and a h a lf of legal 
w rang ling . B u t Eddie P arker is 
s t i l l  an heroic figure in  the eyes 
of Negro and w h ite  workers in

the pa rt o f I ll in o is  known as 
" L it t le  E gyp t.”
S E A F A R IN G  U N IO N IS T

From  I llin o is , Ed w ent to San 
Francisco and became a sa ilor. 
He took to the sea as though he 
had been born on a ship and 
shipped s tead ily  from  the firs t 
day. A  member of the Sailors 
Union of the Pacific, he was 
always in  the fo re fro n t of any 
figh t to preserve the union 
against a ttack: he did  p icket 
du ty in  the ‘F risco Shepard L ine 
"beef”  against S ta lin is t-N M U  
chise ling  and p icket du ty  in  New 
Y ork  against the M aritim e  Com­
m ission ’s “ F in k  H ir in g  H a lls .”  
Scores of sailors know h im  as a 
leader in  the figh t to preserve 
and im prove w o rk ing  and liv in g  
conditions on board ship. Eddie 
d id  more to bu ild  the Socialist 
W orke rs ’ P a r ty  than any p e r­
son I  know.

When he went to reg is ter fo r 
the d ra ft he w ro te  me th a t f in ­
a l ly  w ith  the m ilita r iz a tio n  of 
the masses and the ce rta in ty  of 
U n ited States’ pa rtic ip a tion  in  
the  second w o rld  s laughter, the 
cap ita lis ts  of th is  coun try  had 
signed th e ir  own death w arrant.

In  Ed P arke r the w o rk ing  
class has los t a tireless fighter. 
B u t the people fo r  whom he so 
courageously fought w i l l  not 
fo rge t th is  peerless w o rk in g  class 
revo lu tion is t.

W h ile  we grieve  fo r  Ed, we 
w il l  f ig h t  harder than ever to 
make the th in gs  he believed in 
come tru e : the  ab o lition  o f the  
system o f ca p ita lis t p ro fits  and 
wage s la ve ry ; the socia lization 
o f in d u s try  so th a t the to ile rs  
o f the  w o rld  can fo rg e t th a t 
such a th in g  as m isery and p r i­
va tion  ever existed.

A Wealth Of Material Is 
In Bound Volume Of ‘F.I.'

tion, namely, the system of private property that 
breeds reactionary wars and fascism.

Above all, the men in the armed forces have 
the right to expect the promulgation and adoption 
of a real program that can put an end to this 
war and guarantee prosperity and peace. Such a 
program is the one that calls for the establishment 
of a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government in the 
United States. Such a government alone w ill be 
able to issue a revolutionary appeal to the masses 
in the Axis countries, summoning them to over­
throw their fascist rulers and to join in a com­
mon struggle for the construction of a new and 
better society —  socialism. Such a government 
alone can really put an end to war. Such a gov­
ernment alone can guarantee a peace in which the 
suffering and sacrifices of the masses w ill not have 
been in vain.

Any one who tells the workers and farmers at 
home or at the front anything else is simply seek­
ing to deceive and betray them.

Beginning O f  
Labor Freezing

Another step in the regimentation o f the Amer­
ican working class has been taken. On September 
7, Paul V. McNutt, Roosevelt-appointed chair­
man of the War Manpower Commission, invoked 
war time powers of the administration to an­
nounce a so-called “ employe stabilization plan.” 
The plan covers all workers in the lumber and 
non-ferrous metals industries in Arizona, Color­
ado, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, Califor­
nia, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, New Mexico 
and Texas.

Under the plan, workers who want to leatfe their 
jobs in these industries for other jobs in different 
industries or in other parts of the country w ill 
have to get permission from M cNutt’s Commis­
sion in the form of a certificate. The admitted 
purpose of the plan is to prevent the workers 
from leaving their present jobs for those with 
better conditions.

That this move is a v ita l blow to the element­
ary democratic rights of all workers, and to their 
living standards can be readily understood if  we 
consider what is involved.

In the first place, through pressure by the ad­
ministration, the employers and the bureaucracy 
of the labor movement, the workers have v irtua l­
ly  been deprived of their right to strike. In the 
past when workers asked for more wages, anti­
union employers would offer the proverbial, “ I f  
you don’t like it here, why don’t you get another 
job?”  This, however, was said when jobs were 
almost impossible to get. iMany workers who didn’t 
want to “ get another job”  decided to strike for 
the better conditions they wanted and through 
m ilitant struggle built their great unions.

Now workers in two industries in one-fourth 
of the United States are v irtua lly  prohibited either 
from striking or “ getting another job.”

What does this mean to the workers involved? 
It means that while the price of food, clothing 
and shelter mounts to prohibitive levels, they can­
not protect themselves.

More than lumber and metal workers of 12 
states are involved, however. It should be clear 
to a ll workers that a test is being made. The 
administration has takein two minor industries 
which employ only a srrtall proportion of the 
total working class as his starting point. McNutt 
feels that the workers involved are a sufficiently 
small group so that he may be able to get by with 
his program without too much heat from the main 
section of organized labor. I f  McNutt is success­
ful in carrying through his plan, then in the near 
future all workers w ill be compelled to obtain 
certificates i f  they want to change their jobs.

The Trade Union movement must speak out 
vigorously at once against this dangerous move 
by McNutt. I f  he is not stopped immediately, a 
precedent w ill be established against which it w ill 
be far more d ifficu lt to struggle later. No com­
promise can be made. I f  the affected industries 
don’t want their workers to quit them for other 
jobs, let them improve wage and working condi­
tions.

d e p t .  Of  l a b o r  h e a d
REVEALS LOW WAGES j

Despite the ta lk  about h igh  wages, 7,-
500.000 w orkers— or 19% o f the Am erican
w o rk in g  class— are s t i l l  g e ttin g  40 cents 
an hours o r less, according to  a s ta tem ent 
made th is  week by L . M e tca lfe  W a lling , 
ad m in is tra to r o f the D epartm ent o f La bo r’s 
wage and hour d iv is ion . |

The sta tem ent revealed th a t o f these 7,-
500.000 wage-earners, 1,500,000 who are 
covered by the W age and H our Law  
receive between 30 and 40 cents an hour, 
and th a t some o f the  others— in  ag ricu ltu re , 
re ta il trade, domestic service, fisheries and 
o the r types o f w o rk  no t covered by the  , 
law — were g e ttin g  15 cents an hour o r less. j |

Revealing the e ffe c t o f r is in g  liv in g  costs j | 
on these low -pa id  w orkers, the s ta tem ent I 
added: “ Even fo r  those o f the  7,500,000 j | 
who are g e ttin g  up to  40 cents an hour, o r  | 
$16 a t the  m ost fo r  a 40-hour week, i t  m ust • 
be remembered th a t the  rise  in  prices has I 
leveled the  purchasing power o f th e ir  40 1
cents down tow a rd  th a t o f the  30 cents set 
as a m in im um  standard o f decency when |

V O LU M E S  I  A N D  I I  O F “ F O U R T H  IN T E R ­
N A T IO N A L ”  (M ay  1940 th rou gh  December, 

1941), IN C L U D IN G  1940 N U M B E R S  O F T H E  
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IT S  P R E V IO U S  N A M E , “ N E W  IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L .”  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l P ub lish ing 
Association, 116 U n iv e rs ity  PL, New Y o rk . 
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I t  is p ra c tica lly  impossible to  g ive a fa ir  rev iew  
o f th is  volum e in  the  lim ite d  space a t our 
disposal, no t o n ly  because i t  contains so much 
m a te ria l, b u t also because i t  contains so much 
im p o rta n t m a te ria l. Here we can on ly  ind ica te 
some o f the contents o f th is  r ic h  volum e in  an 
e f fo r t  to  show w h y  i t  should be in  the  hands o f 
every s tudent o f M arx ism , m il ita n t  trade  u n io n is t 
and reader o f th is  paper.

The ou ts tand ing  fe a tu re  o f the  volume, o f 
course, is the m a te ria l w r it te n  by  Leon T ro tsky , 
con ta in ing , a ll to ld , m ore tha n  30 artic les  plus 
ex trac ts  by the  g re a t M a rx is t f ig h te r  and inc lud ­
in g  a ll the  im p o rta n t w r it in g s  o f the  la s t year 
o f h is l i fe  except h is M an ifes to  on the  Im p e ria lis t 
W a r and the P ro le ta rian  Revolu tion . Am ong 
these are h is  la s t a rtic les  on the  Soviet U n ion  
in  the  w a r, h is crush ing analysis o f the  stand 
taken by  the  petty-bourgeo is opposition w h ich  
la te r s p lit  aw ay fro m  the  T ro ts k y is t p a rty , his 
m as te rfu l defense o f d ia lec tica l m a te ria lism  and 
his in d ic tm en t o f  those who sought to  revise 
M arx ism .

There are also num erous artic les  and le tte rs  
o f T ro ts k y  on A m erican  problem s in  w a rtim e . 
The need fo r  a p ro le ta ria n  m il i ta ry  po licy, the 
tasks o f revo lu tion is ts  in  the unions in  w a r, the 
s trugg le  aga inst fascism  a t home— his views on 
these questions are as t im e ly  and v a lid  as when 
he w ro te  them.

Analyses o f the e ffo r ts  o f the GPU m urder 
m achine to destroy the man whom  S ta lin  feared 
above a ll others, o f the  forces w h ich  w i l l  upset 
the plans fo r  H i t le r ’s “ new order,”  o f the tactics 
o f the un ited  f ro n t ;  tra n sc rip ts  o f some o f h is 
speeches and discussions; the  h is to ry  o f the 
Tanaka M em oria l; m a te ria l on the h is to ry  o f the 
L e f t  O pposition; le tte rs  and ex trac ts  fro m  his 
jo u rn a l; book reviews— gathered toge ther, the 
m a te ria l in  th is  volum e by the  founde r o f the

F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l alone would make a book 
o f between 450 and 500 pages.

O th e r M em orab le  A rtic le s
B u t even so, T ro ts k y ’s a rtic les  make up on ly  

one-fou rth  o f th is  volum e. In  add ition , the re  are 
m ore than  a hundred o ther a rtic les , m any o f 
w h ich have such la s tin g  value th a t  students o f 
M arx ism  w i l l  w a n t to  preserve them  in  perm anent 
fo rm . To l is t  b u t a fe w  th a t  w i l l  be reca lled by  
m ost re g u la r readers o f the  m agazine:

Documents o f the Execu tive  Com m ittee o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l on defense o f the  Soviet 
U n ion , A m erican  in te rven tion  in  China, and 
France under H it le r  and Peta in.

The s to ry  o f the  governm ent’s prosecution o f 
28 members o f the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  and 
o f Local 544-CIO fro m  the tim e  o f the  in d ic tm e n t 
up th rou gh  the conclusion o f the  governm ent’s 
case in  the  t r ia l .

D iscussions o f trade  un ion problem s and labo r 
po litics  by  F a rre ll Dobbs, James P. Cannon and 
others.

Joseph Hansen’s m em orable a rtic le  on the 
assassination o f Leon T ro tsky , W ith  T ro ts k y  To 
The End.

Developm ents in  the F a r  E ast by L i Fu-jen , 
Jack W eber, George Stern.

M il i ta r y  problem s and developments in  W orld  
W a r I I  by Hansen and James Cadman.

M il ita ry  M ethods In  the Colonies by Eugene 
V a rlin .

M ichael C o rt’s excellent account o f d iscip line 
in the  U n ited  States A rm y .

John G. W r ig h t ’s a rtic les  show ing how S ta lin ­
ism  prepared the w a y  fo r  H i t le r ’s a tta ck  by 
unde rm in ing  the  Soviet U n ion .

Aspects o f M a rx is t ph ilosophy by  W illia m  F. 
W arde and J. Gerland.

W arde ’s a rtic les  on the ro le  o f U . S. im ­
pe ria lism  today.

The P athology o f Renegacy by James P. 
Cannon.

A rtic le s  on Europe under H it le r  by M arc L o r is ;
Terence Phelan’s account o f the  f a l l  o f  France.
M any exce llent ed ito ria ls  by the m agazine’s 

ed ito r, F e lix  M orrow .
I t  is  no exaggeration, bu t a cold s ta tem ent o f 

fac t, to  say th a t you can’t  find  a be tte r buy o f 
a n y th in g  a t three do lla rs.

— Reviewed by P h ilip  B lake

Who Benefits From 

Price Rises?

(C ontinued fro m  page 1)
m ach inery companies. Thus the  40 cents received by  
the d i r t  fa rm e r is much sm a lle r a f te r  these blood­
suckers ge t th rou gh  w ith  h im .

B u t who gets the  o ther 60 cents o f every d o lla r 
spent by the consumer?

The fa rm  organ izations such as the F a rm  Bureau, 
w h ich  are con tro lled  by  the la rge  fa rm ers  and the 
banks, and the c a p ita lis t class as a whole, w h ich  is 
a lw ays on the lookout fp r  a chance to  spread a n t i­
labo r propaganda, are qu ick to  answ er: Labo r gets it .

T h is  is a lie ! The 60 cents is  d iv ided am ong the 
food processing companies (such as m eat packers, 
canners, m ille rs , bo ttle rs  and bakers) w h ich  ge t 
about 21.1 cents o f every d o lla r spent on food; 
tra n sp o rta tio n  w h ich  costs 5.3 cents; wholesalers who 
ge t about 9 cents; and the re ta ile rs  who receive about 
24.5 cents.

Bosses Get L io n ’s Share
Processing, tra n sp o rtin g , w holesaling , and re ta ilin g  

are o f course necessary to  prepare the  food and b rin g  
i t  fro m  the fa rm  to  the places o f consum ption. O ur 
m odern economic li fe  cannot e x is t w ith o u t a l l  these 
steps. B u t under cap ita lism  a l l the  means o f  produc­
t io n  and d is tr ib u tio n  are owned by the  c a p ita lis t 
class whose exclusive concern is p ro fit.  In  the  opera­
t io n  o f the p lan ts, ra ilroa ds  and wholesale and re ta i l 
establishm ents, la bo r is exp lo ited. Labo r on ly  gets 
a sm all share o f w h a t i t  produces. The lio n ’s share is 
taken by the  c a p ita lis t class.

T h is  is c le a rly  illu s tra te d  by the  food processing 
in d u s try . T h is  in d u s try  is dom inated by  the  B ig  F o u r 
m eat packers, the  General Foods C orpo ra tion , the  
N a tion a l D a iry  Products, Bordens, C a lifo rn ia  Pack­
in g  Company, L ibby , M cN e ill and L ib b y  and o th e r 
la rge  corpora tions.

In  1939, the  la s t year fo r  w h ich  figu res a re  a v a il­
able, the  value o f the  products handled by  the  food 
processing in d u s try  was $10,603,000,000. Raw  
m ate ria ls  such as the products bought f ro m  the 
fa rm ers , fue l, e lec tric  power, containers, m il l  and 
shop supplies to ta lle d  $7,021,000,000. Thus “ value 
added by m an u fac tu re ”  equalled $3,582,000,000. T h is  
was produced by labor.

O f th is  “ value added by  m an u fac tu re ”  la bo r re ­
ceived on ly  about 25%. T h e ir  wages averaged $1,175 
a year o r a l i t t le  m ore tha n  $22 a week. The g re a te r 
p a rt o f the “ value added by m an u fac tu re ”  (i.e., by 
la b o r) w en t to the  c a p ita lis t class fo r  p ro fits  and in ­
te re s t and to pay fo r  w a s te fu l ad ve rtis ing  and se lling  
campaigns.

W aste fillness o f  C ap ita lism
W aste is p a r t  and parce l o f the  c a p ita lis t system. 

Above a ll the  w astefu lness o f cap ita lism  is apparent 
in  the sphere o f d is tr ib u tio n . A n  example o ften  used 
to  il lu s tra te  the po in t is  the  m ethods o f d is tr ib u tio n  
o f m ilk .

O ften three, fo u r  o r m ore m ilk  concerns w i l l  cover 
the same block w ith  th e ir  deliveries. One d e live ry  
man would be enough. F rom  the p o in t o f v ie w  o f 
society the add itiona l de liveries represent waste o f 
labor, fu e l, and equipm ent.

A l l  the fireside chats in  the  w o rld  w i l l  no t hide the 
fa c ts : I t  is  the ca p ita lis t class and the c a p ita lis t 
system w hich is responsible fo r  the r is in g  cost o f 
liv in g . Roosevelt is t r y in g  to  p ro tec t and defend th a t  
system. He is t r y in g  to  keep the system in  opera tion 
a t the  expense o f the  tw o  productive  classes in  
society: the wage w orkers  and the d ir t  fa rm ers . T h is  
is the m eaning o f his p rogram  o f wage and price 
“ s tab iliza tio n .”

Roosevelt’s cam paign aga ins t h igh  prices is a 
sw ind le to  hide an a tta ck  on the liv in g  standard o f 
the w orkers  and d ir t  fa rm ers.

O u r P ro g ra m
Prices, however, can be con tro lled to benefit the 

d ir t  fa rm ers  and the w orkers. T h is  can be accom­
plished on ly by a p rogram  directed aga inst A m erica ’s 
60 F am ilies  who exp lo it the w orkers and v ic tim ize  
the d ir t  fa rm ers . T h is  p rogram  begins w ith  three 
po in ts :

1. The rising- scale o f wages. E ve ry  increase in  
the cost o f l iv in g  m ust be m et by  an increase in  the 
wages o f the w orkers.

2. Dem ocratic reg u la tio n  and con tro l o f prices by 
com m ittees composed o f unions, d ir t  fa rm e r o rgan iza­
tions, housewives and sm a ll storekeepers who do no t 
em ploy labor. These com m ittees w ou ld  set prices w ith  
the  a im  o f im p ro v in g  the  liv in g  standards o f  the 
masses and w ith  absolute ly  no concern in the  p ro fits  
o f the c a p ita lis t class, the  banks, the  land lords, the  
ra ilroads.

3. W orke rs ’ con tro l o f production  and exp ro p ria ­
tio n  o f the w a r industries  (w h ich  now include a ll 
la rge  scale in du s try , in c lud ing  food ). C a p ita lis t m an­
agem ent and ownership o f in d u s try  re s u lt in  p lac ing  
p ro fits  f irs t,  in  c u ttin g  wages w herever possible, in  
boosting prices, in  hidden p ro fits  and o ther lega l and 
ille g a l robberies, in  waste and g ra ft .  These are a ll 
a t  the  expense o f the masses. W orke rs ’ con tro l o f 
p roduction and exp rop ria tio n  o f w a r indus tries  con­
s titu te  a rea l step tow a rd  planned production  and 
d is tr ib u tio n  th a t  w i l l  low er the costs o f p roduction  
and d is tr ib u tio n  to  im prove the  l iv in g  standards o f 
the masses.

To Roosevelt’s p rogram  and to  th a t o f the fa rm  
bloc which represents the c a p ita lis t fa rm ers , we op­
pose ou r own program . Ours is the  on ly  rea l demo­
c ra tic  program . T hrough i t  the la bo ring  masses w i l l  
be able to  take steps in defense o f th e ir  standards o f 
liv in g . I t  is in  the in te re s t o f the g re a t masses o f the 
people, i t  is exercised th rou gh  the people and aga inst 
the hand fu l o f cap ita lis ts  who own and con tro l th is  
country .
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