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Roosevelt Offers 
Helping Hand To 
Fascist Franco
-----------------------  By M ilto n  A lv in ------------

Some new lig h t was shed on the character o f the second “ war 
fo r  democracy”  when President Roosevelt announced la s t week a 
plan to s trengthen the reg im e o f the fasc is t d ic ta to r o f Spain, 
General Francisco Franco, by “ an im p o rta n t step”  to pu t the 
governm ent “ on its  fee t econom ically.”  A long  w ith  th is  spoken 
pledge o f f ina nc ia l aid and blessings to  Franco i f  he rem ains neu­
t r a l in  the w ar —  the  on ly condition Roosevelt la id  down in  re ­
tu rn  fo r  his o ffe r  —  goes the im p lied  assurance th a t no e ffo r ts  
w i l l  be made by the “ democracies”  to  establish in  Spain any o f 
the  “ freedom s”  which Roosevelt so o ften  procla im s and which 
were abolished by Franco th rough  the Spanish C iv il W a r o f 1936- 
39. P la in ly , Roosevelt sees no th ing w ro ng  w ith  fascists who are 
on his side or neutra l.

The o ffe r  to aid Spanish fascism  took the  fo rm  o f “ a plan 
to  re h a b ilita te  the a r t  treasures, the m anuscrip ts, lite ra tu re  and 
fam ous bu ild ings o f Spain and to  encourage the movem ent o f to u r­
is ts  from  the 21 A m erican republics to  Spain a fte r  the w a r,”  w ith  
the money to  be raised "b y  con tribu tions fro m  ind iv idua ls , groups 
and foundations w ith in  the Am ericas, under the  sponsorship o f 
the  in d iv idua l governm ents.”  (N . Y . T im es, A ug . 29.) The repa irs  
on the a r t  treasures, etc., should begin soon, Roosevelt added in 
an obvious bid fo r  a speedy deal w ith  the Spanish fascists.

D e n un c ia tion s  and C o lla b o ra tio n

A lm ost every week Roosevelt makes a speech o r a s tatem ent 
denouncing the c rim in a l c ru e lty  o r in hu m an ity  o f the A x is  chiefs, 
bu t apparen tly  he is qu ite sa tis fied  to  collaborate w ith  a govern­
m ent headed by the butcher o f tens o f thousands o f Spanish w o rk ­
ers and m any heroic f ig h te rs  o f o ther lands, inc lud ing  the  U n ited  
States, who w ent to Spain to help the Loya lis ts  in  the  C iv il W ar. 
B y  his o ffe r  o f such co llabora tion , Roosevelt gives the lie  to  a ll 
those o f his supporters who have, since the outbreak o f the pres­
en t w a r in Europe, tr ie d  to  pa in t the ro le  o f the  U n ited  States 
governm ent in the Spanish C iv il W ar as some k ind o f “ m istake .”

A t  th a t tim e  the governm ent passed special le g is la tio n  a t 
Roosevelt’s request, the so-called N e u tra lity  A c t, w h ich prevented 
the Loya lis ts  fro m  purchasing arm s here. M eanw hile Franco was 
able to  ob ta in  a l l the  a id  he could use fro m  the  N azis and Fas- 
t is ts . Am erican im peria lism  was thus a fa c to r  in  he lp ing  Franco 
s trang le  the Loya lis ts  and behead the Spanish R evolution. The 
present plans o f Roosevelt can the re fo re  be seen as a d irec t con­
t in u a tio n  o f his previous po licy, which was no m istake o f any kind 
fro m  his po in t o f v iew . The basic class line  o f im peria lism  —  
w h ich  is to  seek alliances w ith  a ll reactionary  forces a tte m p tin g  
to  crush the  w o rk ing  class —  is the same as i t  was before, and 
has not changed because o f the w ar.

C o n tin u a tio n  o f  P rev ious  P o licy

T h a t Roosevelt is no t w o rried  by possible protests fro m  his 
lib e ra l supporters was indicated by h is rep ly  to  a re p o rte r who 
asked i f  h is plan m ig h t not produce some opposition in  th is  coun­
try .  He cyn ica lly  rep lied th a t he d id 'n o t an tic ipa te  any opposition 
because a fte r  a ll, “ a ve ry  ancient cu ltu re , such as th a t o f Spain, 
transcended the governm ent o f any p a rtic u la r period.”

This was a w a rn in g  to  the libe ra ls  no t to  begin m um b ling  
In  th e ir  beards about th is *m a tte r ; th a t i f  i t  is necessary to  ap­
pease the fasc is t F ranco in order to  w in  his n e u tra lity , i t  is a ll 
in  the in te rests o f the “ F o u r Freedoms.”  Even i f  the libe ra ls  do 
w h ine a b it, the governm ent w i l l  pay no a tte n tio n  to  them w h a t­
ever, ju s t  as i t  ignored the hue and c ry  th a t w ent up fro m  these 
g e n try  when the Loya lis ts  were prevented fro m  buy ing  arms 
here in  1936. L ibe ra l pretenses fo r  dem ocratic niceties are a ll very 
w e ll in  th e ir  way, bu t they are “ transcended”  by the class policy 
o f the im peria lis ts .

The Roosevelt plan to  aid Franco can have a fu r th e r  dem ora l­
iz in g  e ffec t upon the Spanish w orkers who fo u g h t so brave ly  to  
p u t down the slave-holders’ rebellion w h ich he led. T h is  w i l l  be 
especially tru e  i f  the labo r movement here gives one ounce o f 
support to the policies o f the governm ent towards Spain. Hundreds 
o f thousands o f heroic f ig h te rs  in  the C iv il W a r who were driven 
o u t o f Spain by a com bination o f Fascist a ttack  and S ta lin is t-S o­
c ia l D em ocra tic -A narch is t treachery  have suffered fo r  more than 
th ree years in French concentra tion camps. Since the advent o f 
the  P cta in  reg im e m any o f the best elements have been handed 
ove r to  Franco to  be murdered. Despite eve ry th ing , they s t i l l  
re ta in  the hope th a t aid w i l l  come to them  fro m  the w orkers o f 
the  w orld . The A m erican w orkers m ust n o t le t  them  down! No 
help to the butcher o f the Spanish w orkers, F ranco ’

W hom  U. S. W o rke rs  S hou ld  S u p p o rt

The A m erican labor movem ent m ust support on ly such a p ro­
gram  as w ill reh ab ilita te  those pa rts  o f Spanish “ c u ltu re ”  th a t 
Roosevelt has not mentioned so fa r, and which, in  fac t, he is on ly 
too glad to  ignore. T h is  includes: the  great trade  unions, po litica l 
pa rties  and w o rkers ’ organ izations o f Spain which have a ll been 
destroyed by Franco.

The present Am erican governm ent is no t in terested in re v iv ­
in g  these in s titu tio n s  as th e ir  re -b ir th  w i l l  guarantee no t on ly  the 
exte rm ina tion  o f F ranco bu t make i t  possible fo r  the Spanish 
w orkers  to  fin is h  the job they set ou t to do in 1936. O nly a W o rk ­
ers’ and F a rm ers ’ Governm ent in the U n ited States w il l  take a 
rea l in te res t in the fa te  o f the Spanish w o rkers  and g ive them  
aid in  rem oving th e ir  present oppressors. Such a governm ent 
would concern its e lf  f i r s t  w ith  the rev iva l o f the Spanish w o rk ing  
class movement and under no possible circum stances would give 
the  Franco m urderers any aid.

The example o f Spain in the present w ar should be a lesson 
to  a ll sincere an ti-fa sc is t w orkers in the U n ited  States. The 
“ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  are not f ig h t in g  to  destroy fascism , they 
are on ly  f ig h t in g  to defeat certa in  fascists who threa ten the in ­
terests o f the “ dem ocratic”  ru le rs : th a t is  w hy they can co llabor­
ate w ith  one fasc is t governm ent w h ile  f ig h t in g  another. Labor 
should take steps to  organize its  own p a rty  and fo rm  its  own 
governm ent here; th is  alone w ill guarantee the de feat o f fascism .

U.S. Bosses In Shanghai Still Do 
'Business As Usual’ With Japanese

State Department Tried To Suppress Information
B y A n th o n y  M assin i

Am erican and B r it is h  businessmen in 
Japanese-held Shanghai are co llabora ting  
in  the m ost fr ie n d ly  fash ion w ith  Japanese 
im peria lism , and “ business as usual”  goes 
on “ to an extent inconceivable to  anyone 
who hasn’t been there .”  T h is  in fo rm a tio n —  
together w ith  the fa c t th a t the  U. S. State 
D epartm ent and the B r it is h  F ore ign  O ffice 
suppressed the s to ry  —  was revealed on 
A ug ust 28 by the N. Y. Post reporte r, 
Edw ard H unte r, a fte r  he had in terview ed a 
num ber o f A m erican repa tria tes a rr iv in g  
here on the S. S. G ripsholm . Chinese o f ­
fic ia ls have changed th a t Am erican and 
B r it is h  business in te rests are c a rry in g  on 
the same practices in Hong Kong, also 
captured by the Japanese.

A ccord ing to  H un te r, “ D epartm ent stores, 
liquo r stores, haberdasheries, te x t ile  m ills  
a ll operate ‘n o rm a lly ’ ”  w ith  A m erican or 
B r it is h  owners o r managers, and Japanese 
supervisors, in  charge. “ In  the A m erican- 
owned telephone system, the e lectric  plants 
and s tree t-ca r system the A m erican ex­
ecutives and engineers are a t th e ir  desks, 
again w ith  Jap supervisors. . . The police 
s t i l l  have A m erican and B r it is h  inspectors 
and sergeants, bu t the heads o f the service 
have been displaced by  Japanese. The 
ousted o ffic ia ls  have been given com fortab le  
pensions. . .”

The Am erican and B r it is h  “ com m unities 
o f Shanghai take easily to co llabora tion ,”  
H u n te r continues. “ M any years o f cockta ils 
and dancing atop luxu rious  hotel roofs, 
w h ile  Chinese fo u g h t and died w ith in  s igh t 
and earshot, have made them  oblivious to 
the fa c t th a t th is  concerns them .”

A ttitu d e  O f State D e p a rtm en t
“ Business as usual”  goes on w ith  the fu l l  

knowledge and evident approval o f the 
U n ited States and B r it is h  governments. 
H u /ite r was told, “ No d isapproval has been 
expressed by the Am erican consular au­
tho rities , o r th e ir  home offices back in the 
U. S., fo r  example, to impress on them th a t

by he lp ing  to make li fe  norm al fo r  the Japs 
in an im p o rtan t m il ita ry  center, they are 
a id ing  and abe tting  the enemy.”

I t  was the op in ion o f one o f the in fo rm ­
ants o f H u n te r— who was obviously t ry in g  
to cover up fo r  his friends s t i l l  in  Shanghai 
— th a t “ I f  the State D epartm ent were to  an 
nounce th a t such ac tiv ities  were forbidden, 
the overw helm ing m a jo r ity  w ould give 
them up. B u t w ith  the S tate D epartm ent 
seeming to fo llo w  an appeasement line  
its e lf  in  these m atters, they fee l th a t they 
are do ing the on ly th in g  possible.”

B u t the on ly th in g  th a t the S tate De­
pa rtm ent disapproves is  le tt in g  ou t the 
t ru th  about w hat is go ing on. Passengers 
on the G ripsholm  “ are s t i l l  bewildered by 
the behavior o f the S tate D epartm ent and 
the B r it is h  Fore ign O ffice a t Lourenco 
Marques, where th e  vessel f ir s t  docked. 
S tr ic t in s tructions were issued th a t they 
keep qu ie t.”

I t  is not su rp ris in g  th a t governm ent o f ­
fic ia ls don’t  w a n t the Am erican people to 
have th is  in fo rm a tion . F o r i t  conclusively 
demonstrates w ha t the cap ita lis ts  are f ig h t­
ing fo r. T he ir basic perspective is to  con­
tinue as exp lo iters o f  China, regardless o f 
who w ins the w a r. N a tu ra lly , they would 
p re fe r to have the U n ited  States w in , fo r  
then A m erican cap ita lism  would be in the 
number one position as exp lo ite r o f China, 
w ith  B r it is h  and Japanese cap ita lis ts  re ­
duced to  secondary positions. B u t even i f  
the U n ited  States loses, they figu re  on 
rem a in ing  members o f the consortium  o f 
fo re ign  powers wh ich has sucked China d ry  
fo r  so m any years. T h a t is w hy they con­
tinue to do “ business as usual” — w ith  the 
perm ission o f the Japanese forces, who 
rea lize th a t th e ir  own economic base is too 
lim ite d  to  p e rm it them  by themselves to 
organize the exp lo ita tion  o f China and the 
F a r East.

W ashington continues to ta lk  about a 
“ w ar fo r  democracy”  and s trugg le  to  the 
death aga inst fascism and im peria lism , bu t 
the ac tiv itie s  o f Am erican cap ita lis ts  are

no t determ ined o r a ffected by such ta lk . 
The bosses understand th a t th is  ta lk  is fo r  
consum ption by the masses. A s fo r  them ­
selves, th e ir  perspective is— as i t  was be­
fo re  the w ar, and .as  i t  w i l l  be a fte r  the 
w a r— continued p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the e xp lo it­
a tion  o f the colonies.

Horn C h ina  Is T rea ted
D ire c tly  pa ra lle ling  the im p e ria lis t ou t­

look o f Am erican and B r it is h  b ig  business 
firm s in  Shanghai and H ongkong is the 
trea tm e n t accorded China by the Am erican 
and B r it is h  governm ents.

For despite the w a r w ith  Japan, China is 
s t i l l  regarded ak an “ in fe r io r ,”  treated not 
as an equal among equals in  the h igh 
councils o f the “ U n ited  N a tion s” — bu t as a 
sem i-colonial coun try  which is to  be to le ra t­
ed bu t no t g iven a voice in  decid ing ques­
tions o f im p o rta n t po licy and s tra tegy , 
which is to  be given a l i t t le  m a te ria l aid 
now and then b u t never in  preference to 
the im p e ria lis t powers.

A lthough  the Chinese have been handed 
m any com plim ents and prom ises in  recent 
months, they are th o ro ug h ly  d issatisfied 
w ith  the a ttitu d e  and po licy  o f W ashington 
and London, which they  know  have not 
undergone any rea l change since Pearl 
H arbor. The Chinese case has been voiced 
in th is  coun try  th rou gh  its  uno ffic ia l 
spokesman, L in  Y utang .

C hina ’s com pla ints, as expressed in a 
le tte r  by L in  Y u ta n g  to  the N . Y . T im es o f 
Ju ly  19, fa l l  in to  tw o  m ain  categories:

1. China is  no t g e ttin g  the supplies which 
it  was prom ised; de live ry  o f these supplies 
to China is being “ sabotaged.”

The le tte r  says: “ The E ng lish  and the 
A m erican pub lic  m ust rea lize th a t China is 
no longer satisfied w ith  bouquets such as 
those so grac ious ly  th row n  ou t to  the 
Chinese nation on the f i f th  ann iversary  (o f 
the Sino-Japanese w a r). The on ly  bouquet 
th a t China w i l l  appreciate now is to stop 
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FDR Speech 
Set New Drastic 
Wage Controls
Nature of Plan Is Foreshadowed by Latest 
Anti-Labor Moves of Government Agencies

By JO SEPH A N D R E W S

Sept. 2— A lth o u g h  P re s id en t R ooseve lt was s t i l l  
p u tt in g  the  f in is h in g  touches on  the  “ wage c o n tro l”  
speech he is scheduled to  m ake  o il L a b o r D ay, the  
n a tu re  o f  the  m a in  p o in ts  o f  h is  new p roposa ls  co u ld  
a lready be seen th is  week f ro m  recen t statem ents 
and ac tions by the  a d m in is tra tio n  and its  agencies.

1. A t  a press conference, a fte r  
his m eeting  w ith  W ill ia m  Green 
and P h ilip  M u rra y  la s t week,
Roosevelt said th a t “ the wage 
s tab iliza tion  to  be incorporated 

' in  his p rogram  would be fle x ib le  
and would no t am ount to a f la t  
freez ing  o f wages and sa laries.”
(N . Y . T im es, A ug . 29.)

I t  is evident fro m  th is  th a t the 
po licy probably agreed to  be­
tween Roosevelt and the leaders 
o f the A F L  and CIO would 
provide som eth ing s im ila r  to the 
“ L i t t le  S teel”  fo rm u la , by which 
wages are “ frozen ”  to  the p u r­
chasing power o f January  1941, 
bu t a llow ed “ f le x ib i l i t y ”  up to 
th a t po in t.

F O R M U LA  PEGS W AG ES 
TO LO W  L E V E L

T his  fo rm u la  pegs wages to the 
low  po in t p re va ilin g  before the 
b ig  s tr ik e  wave in the sp ring  o f 
1941; i t  would mean v ir tu a lly  no

santo Chemical Company and 
New England Company w orkers  
o f E ve re tt, Massachusetts, who 
staged a five day s tr ik e  demand­
in g  a m aintenance o f m em ber­
ship clause in  th e ir  con tract, the 
W L B  ru led th a t i t  w i l l  no t g ra n t 
“ a maintenance o f membership 
pro tection to th is  o r any o ther 
union w h ich resorts, to economic 
fo rce .”  Thus the W LB  is now 
being used to ou tlaw  s trikes, 
a lthough the w orkers  s t i l l  have 
the lega l r ig h t  to  em ploy th is  
weapon.

5. A f te r  a sho rt s tr ik e  a t the 
B u ick A lu m inu m  F oundry  in  
F lin t ,  M ich igan, p rec ip ita ted  by 
the com pany’s f ir in g  o f un ion  
members, the  A rm y  A ir  Force 
p la n t p ro tection  office, w o rk in g  
w ith  the company, forced tw o  
union leaders ou t o f the p lan t, 
on the charge th a t the y  had ap­
peared on the p icket line  and th a t 
they were the re fo re  “ a id ing  the 
enemy kno w in g ly .”  To w a lk  on 
a p icke t line, by th is  reasoning, 
becomes treason.

A ll India Opposes British 
Rule, Reporter Admits
Conservative Elements Find Themselves 
Forced to Support Independence Demand

By F e lix  M o rro w

That a ll In d ia  is unan im ous in  dem and ing  in d e ­
pendence and oppos ing  the  B r it is h  is revealed by 
one l in y  g lim pse  p ro v id e d  in  the f i r s t  d ispa tch  o f  
H e rb e rt L . M atthew s, ju s t sent the re  by the  N. Y. 
T im es. He w rite s  f ro m  K a ra c h i, S ind  P ro v in c e :

“ A n  A m e rica n  e n te rin g  th is  gate o f  In d ia  f in d s  
h im s e lf caught between tw o fire s — (B rit is h  and 
In d ia n .”  Note tha t he does n o t say B r it is h  and Con­
gress, bu t B r it is h  and IN D IA N .®  ---------- ---------- -------------------------
He goes on: 

“ Since th is  is 
Province, which

true  o f Sind 
is re la tive ly

rem ote from  the rea l po litica l 
ag ita tio n , i t  should be much more 
so elsewhere. Sind is about three-

Postal Defense Motions 
Are Denied By Judge

The C iv il Rights Defense 
Committee announced this week 
that the defense motion for a 
new tria l for Kelly Postal, Sec­
retary-Treasurer of Local 544- 
CIO. was turned down by Judge 
Selover in Minneapolis on Aug. 
24. Postal, was convicted last 
April on framed-up charges of 
embezzlement. The CRDC is 
planning now to appeal the con­
viction to the higher courts.

The new t r ia l was not granted 
In spite of the fact tha t Postal’s 
conviction was based on evidence 
almost iden tica l to evidence in  a 
previous prosecution against the 
union leader, in  wh ich he was 
freed on a directed verd ic t. In  
the second tr ia l.  Judge Selovei* 
p ra c tica lly  instructed the ju ry  to 
find Postal g u ilty  in  spite of the 
fact tha t no th ing  new had been 
introduced in  evidence.

The embezzlement charges a- 
ga inst Postal, as w e ll as against 
M iles Dunne, Moo H o rk  and Carl 
Skoglund, grew out of the figh t of

Local 544 against the d ic ta tor-ru le  
of Daniel J. Tobin, President of 
the A F L  Teamsters In te rna tiona l. 
The Postal case and other cases 
in vo lv ing  I.ocal 544-CIO Executive 
Board members invo lve the r ig h t 
of a union to change a ffilia tio n  
and to use its  local funds in such 
a transfer.

The CRDC is organ iz ing  a fund­
ra is ing  cainpaign to finance the 
appeal of the Postal conviction, 
and to provide a defense fo r the 
o ther Local 544-CIO officers who 
face charges in M innesota d is tr ic t 
court,

The CRDC is a id ing  the Postal 
defense in  add ition  to its  w o rk  
in p rov id ing  the means necessary 
to appeal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court the conviction of the 18 
leaders o f th »  Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  and Local 544-CIO.

A ll labor and lib e ra l organiza­
tions, as well as ind iv idua ls , are. 
asked to send con tribu tions fo r 
these two im portan t labor cases 
to the CRDC, 160 F if th  Avenue, 
New Y ork  C ity.

quarters Moslem and the A ll-  
Ind ia  Congress has made l i t t le  
progress here.”  (N . Y . T imes, 
A ugust 29.)

M atthews was able to ta lk  to 
on ly one Congressman in  K arach i 
^ t h e  rest were in  ja i l  and th is  
one was s h o rtly  to go there  too. 
In  add ition  he ta lked to  the 
P rem ier o f S ind Province, who 
is a Moslem ; to  several Ind ian 
businessmen and e igh t Ind ian  
newspapermen. A nd he reports : 
“ Despite the d iv e rs ity  o f types 
a ll presented v ir tu a lly  iden tica l 
cases.”  O r, in  p la in e r E ng lish , 
a ll Ind ia  demands im m ediate in ­
dependence.

A S IG N IF IC A N T  S T A N D
The stand taken fo r  indepen­

dence by the P rem ie r o f Sind, 
A lla h  Bakhsh, is especially s ig n i­
ficant. He took office under 
p a rtic u la r ly  reprehensible c ircum ­
stances. In  September 1939, Sind 
was being governed by a Con­
gress-coa lition m in is try  ( i t  was 
one o f the fo u r  provinces in  which 
the Congress did  no t secure^ a 
m a jo r ity  in the elections o f 
1937). In  p ro tes t aga inst In d ia ’s 
being drawn in to  the w a r w ith o u t 
the people’s consent, the seven 
Congress p rov inc ia l m in is tr ies  
resigned and the Congress 
m in is te rs  w ith d re w  fro m  the 
coa lition  m in is tries  in Sind and 
Orissa provinces. A lla h  Bakhsh 
insisted on re-estab lish ing a 
prov inc ia l m in is try — an act of 
scabbery aga inst the n a tion a lis t 
pro test. F o r h im  now to  echo 
Congress views, the re fo re , can 
on ly  mean irre s is tib le  pressure 
from  the masses— and th is  in  a 
predom inan tly  Moslem province.

M atthew s quotes the Congress 
position as ready to  “ support a 
complete Moslem governm ent fo r  
the du ra tion  o f the w a r i f  i t  
meant Ind ian  independence.”

These few  facts, testified  to by 
the T im es correspondent, consti­
tu te  an a n n ih ila tin g  re fu ta tio n  of 
the m ountains o f p ro -B rit is h  lies 
published by the A m erican press.

(Continued on page 2)

A FIFTH 
FREEDOM?

In  Spartansburg , S. C., P r i- ! ;  
!;va te  A lb e r t  C arrish , N egro !; 
!; soldier, was “ attacked and !; 
!; beaten fo r  go ing in to  a d n ig !! 
!; store to  ge t an ice cream cone !! 
!;la s t week,”  according to  a re - ! 
!!eent issue o f the P ittsb u rg h ;! 
s Courier. ;!
! A f te r  C arrish  had been beat-;

;! en by the w h ite  store c le rk  ;; 
;!and o ther J im  C row  e lem ents” 
;; s tanding around, the cops;; 
;; came —  and th re w  C arrish  ;; 
!;in to  ja il.  !;
1; The next m o r  n i n  g, the !; 
!; C ourie r s to ry  continues, C ar-!; 
!;r ish  was tr ie d  in police cou rt!
!! and sentenced to  30 days on !
!; the chain gang o r a $50 f in e . '!  
l! The r ig h t  o f a N egro to  ge t;! 
!!an ice cream cone in a s o -c a ll- ;! 
I! ed w h ite  d rug  store —  t h a t ;! 
;!m u s t be the “ f i f th  freedom .” ”

wage increases fo r  the  g re a t 
m a jo r ity  o f the  w orkers. I t  is 
expected th a t Roosevelt w i l l  seek 
to  app ly  th is  fo rm u la  to  a ll cases 
w hethe r they come before the 
W LB  o r not.

2. In  the “ B ig  S tee l”  decision, 
made on A ug us t 25, the W LB  
au tom a tica lly  applied the “ L it t le  
S tee l”  fo rm u la , re jec tin g  the 
steel w o rke rs ’ o r ig in a l demand 
fo r  the do lla r-a -day increase, 
and g ra n tin g  on ly  a 5J/>% in ­
crease. T h is  gives advance notice 
o f w h a t is com ing fo r  the Ford. 
General M otors, and C hrys le r 
w orkers who are asking fo r  a 
do lla r-a -day increase.

3. S im ila r ly  fo llo w in g  the 
“ L it t le  S teel”  fo rm u la , the W LB  
f la t ly  rejected the demands o f 
the Reynolds C orpora tion  w o rk ­
ers fo r  wage increases, re fus ing  
to g ra n t them  any increase 
whatever.

4. The W LB  has handed down 
a decision to  punish w orkers 
solely because they went, on 
s tr ike . In  the case o f the Mon-

Meat To Be Rationed 
As Shortage Continues

The food situation is daily 
becoming more acute.

Meat w i l l  be rationed start­
ing in about four months. This 
was announced on Sept. 1 by the 
Food Requirem ents Com m ittee, 
which pointed ou t th a t the ra t io n ­
in g  measure was no t designed to 
re lieve present meat shortages 
in  ce rta in  loca lities , wh ich arise 
because the packers are sending 
the m a jo r percentage o f th e ir  
m eat to  those areas where prices 
are h igh e r and c u rta ilin g  the 
supply to  the d is tr ic ts  where 
prices, and p ro fits , are lower.

A t  the. same tim e  food prices 
are soaring. F o r example, po ta ­
toes are se lling  a t wholesale on 
the Chicago m arke t a t the h ighest 
prices o f more than a decade. 
The m ilk  dealers o f New Y ork  
are th rea ten ing  to  h a lt de liveries 
unless m ilk  prices w il l  be allowed 
to rise. Candy m anufacture rs  are 
pressing fo r  h igh e r prices, etc.

Because the price on ra w  m ilk  
had been raised fro m  $3.10 to 
$3.30 a hundred-w eight, the m ilk  
d is tr ib u to rs  o f New Y o rk  C ity  
demand the r ig h t  to  pass on th is  
increase to  the consumers in  the 
fo rm  o f h igh e r prices. Prices or

m ilk  to  the consumers were 
placed under a ce iling  by the 
O.PA on A ug us t 7,

The d is tr ib u to rs  arc p red ic ting  
th a t m ilk  de liveries m ay be ha lted 
unless they secure th e ir  demand.

The la rg e r companies like  
Borden’s and Sheffie ld are re­
m a in ing  in the background to 
make i t  appear as i f  the 
demanded rise in  the price o f 
m ilk  was on ly  in the in te res t o f 
the sm all d is tr ib u to r. The la rge  
concerns have been rece iv ing  
huge, p ro fits .

O utlook in regard to  peanut 
candies o f a ll types is fo r  h igher 
prices o r m arked sca rc ity  as the 
Candy companies arc t r y in g  to 
pass along an increase in  the 
price o f peanuts to the con­
sumers by ra is in g  the price on 
candy.

Both the m ilk  d is tr ib u to rs  and 
candy companies are p lac ing  
pressure on the O PA to  secure 
h ighe r prices by us ing  the same 
weapon th a t was used by the 
grocery  m anufacture rs  and is 
now being used by the meat 
packers.

To secure a rise  in the ce iling  
o f some 400 to  500 item s, the

A D M IN IS T R A T IO N  M OVES 
TO C O N TR O L U N IO N S

W ith  wages to  be frozen to the 
purchasing power level o f Jan., 
1941, and w ith  the W L B  and 
A rm y  agencies u tilize d  to te r ­
ro rize  and in tim id a te  the unions, 
the a d m in is tra tion  is m oving 
ra p id ly  tow a rd  d rastic  con tro l 
both o f the income o f the w o rk ­
ers, and o f th e ir  o rgan izations.

The p rac tica l ou tlaw ing  o f the  
r ig h t  to  s tr ike , as ind ica ted by 
the F lin t  and E ve re tt, Massa­
chusetts cases, flow s fro m  the 
ad m in is tra tio n  de te rm ina tion  to 
curb and con tro l wages. Roosevelt 
knows ve ry  w e ll th a t to enforce 
the " L it t le  S teel”  fo rm u la , more 
than prom ises o f “ f le x ib i l i t y ”  is 
needed to prevent outbreaks o f 
p ro test from  the ran k  and file  
o f the unions, whose liv in g  
standards are under a ttack.

U N IO N  M O V E M E N T  
IS  IN  D A N G E R

The union m ovem ent is in 
danger o f hav ing  its  basic r ig h ts  
destroyed. The top leadership 
has thus fa r  countenanced the in ­
c reas ing ly  v icious ad m in is tra tion  
acts o f in tim id a tio n . A f te r  th e ir  
m eeting w th  Roosevelt, M u rra y  
and Green pu b lic ly  stated th a t 
they agreed in. p rinc ip le  w ith  
Roosevelt’s “ f le x ib le ”  wage con­
tro l proposals. In  the E ve re tt 
case, a ll labo r representatives on 
the W LB  voted w ith  the res t o f 
the board to punish the w orkers  
fo r  th e ir  s trike . No top un ion o f­
fic ia l has protested the A rm y ’s 
b la ck lis tin g  o f tw o  union leaders 
in the B u ick p lan t, fo r  the 
“ c rim e”  o f p icketing .

Roosevelt’s Labor Day speech 
w ill undoubtedly stress the “ f le x i­
b i l i t y ”  o f wage con tro l included 
in his proposals. B u t the w o rk ­
ers m ust le t i t  be known th a t 
they  arc not deceived by th is , 
and th a t they w il l  not stand fo r  
w h a t am ounts to wage freez ing  
in e ffec t and the c u rta ilm e n t and 
abrogation o f the un ion m ove­
m ent’s r ig h t  to use its  economic 
s treng th  to enforce its  demands.

g rocery  m anufacture rs w ithhe ld  
these item s fro m  the re ta il stores 
and threatened to  le t the food 
spoil on the ground unharvested. 
The O PA surrendered to  the 
m anufacture rs.

P ro fits , n o t the needs o f the 
people, are w ha t in te res t the 
bosses.
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What 'Pravda' Reveals;
Soviet Youth Duped by Stalin's Boast of Victory in 1942

By. JO H N  G. W R IG H T
The arrival in this country of issues of Pravda for the first 

part of June makes it clear that the official campaign of boast­
ing about H itle r’s defeat in 1942 reached its heights on the very 
eve of the Nazi drive against Stalingrad and the Caucasus.

As is well known, on May 1 Stalin issued his “ Order” 
claiming, among other things, that H itler would and could be 
defeated in  1942. Thereupon the *
S ta lin is t press th re w  a ll caution 
to  the w ind, pre tend ing th a t th is  
boast was already the rea lity .

A l l  w a r tim e  a c tiv ity  was cen­
tered around the “ fu lf il lm e n t”  o f 
th is  “ w o rld -h is to ric  order.”  E n te r­
prises in  in d u s try  and the collec­
tiv e  fa rm s were set tasks the 
a tta inm en t o f which the Soviet 
people were to ld  would guarantee 
v ic to ry  in  1942. I t  mak.es g rue­
some reading to  see fea tu red in  
the columns o f P ravda reports  
o f successes in  precisely those 
areas which have been since 
overrun by the Nazis.

One o f the h igh  po ints o f th is  
cam paign was the convocation on 
June 7 o f the “ A n ti-F a sc is t Com­
m ittee  o f Soviet Y ou th .”  This 
Com m ittee is one o f the hasty 
w a rtim e  creations o f the K re m ­
lin , designed p r im a r ily  to  cover 
up the fa c t th a t none o f the o f­
fic ia l Soviet o rgan iza tions have 
been pe rm itted  to meet since the 
outbreak o f the w ar.

The Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet Union has no t met a s ing le  
tim e. N e ithe r has the Komsomol 
(the Russian Y C L ), nor the  Rus­
sian trade unions. The Supreme 
Council o f the Soviets has not 
held a sing le  session. No elec­
tions to  th is  body have been held 
a lthough they are long overdue. 
The Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l and

W orker goes on to  add: “ F o r tw o 
hours the group to ld  fo re ign  co r­
respondents how they  expect to 
defeat the Nazis.”

Here is hotv Pravda reported 
the sessions:.

“ A t  the speaker’s stand the 
representatives o f Soviet youth 
took the oath to th e ir  people, to 
th e ir  leader, Comrade S ta lin , to 
spare no e ffo r ts  no r l i fe  its e lf  irt 
o rder to make the yea r 1942 the 
year o f the an n ih ila tio n  o f G er­
man Fasc is t p lunderers, the year 
o f em ancipation o f Soviet land 
f r o  m the H it le r ite  scum.”  
(P ravda, June 9.)

T H E  R IT U A L
A n  ex trac t from  a typ ica l 

speech fo llow s:

“ Comrades The hour o f deci­
sive battles has come. T o  crush 
the enemy in  1942— th is  is the 
task which Comrade S ta lin  has 
set before the  Red A rm y , before 
the whole Soviet people. Le t us 
then swear in  the name o f the 
whole Soviet you th  to  fu l f i l l  th is  
order o f Comrade S ta lin ”  (idem ).

One o f the r itu a ls  a t such 
m eetings is to send a le tte r  to 
S ta lin . The com m unication ad­
dressed to  S ta lin  in  th is  case 
reads as fo llow s:

“ Comrades: The hour o f deci- 
its  “ helmsman,”  D im itro v , have ordered the complete destruction  
s im p ly  disappeared from  the o f the German Fascist troops and 
scene. The only o ffic ia l ga ther- the free ing  o f Soviet soil from

the H it le r ite  scum. Comrade 
S ta lin , we swear to You by the 
sh in ing  m em ory o f the  g reat 
Len in  to fu lf i l l  th is  o rder”  
(idem ).

ings have been those o f “ com m it­
tees”  o f youth, housewives, etc. 
In  th is  way an appearance o f 
mass a c tiv ity  and a g ita tio n  is 
being m ainta ined.

The “ A n ti-F a sc is t Com m ittee 
o f Soviet Y o u th ”  held its  f ir s t  
m eeting la s t September. I t  issued 
a “ W orld -M an ife s to ”  wh ich did 
no t contain s ing le  word o f in ­
te rna tiona lism  nor a single re ­
ference to  socialism  or the 
defense o f the socia lis t conquests 
of the Soviet U n ion . T h is  docu­
ment, u t te r ly  permeated w ith  na­
tionalist demagogy, has never 
been re fe rred  to again in  the 
Soviet press.

The second ga the ring  o f th is  
handpicked body was staged as 
a “ W in  the W a r in 1942”  Con­
vention. “ The sole top ic  fo r  the 
second m eeting o f the fig h tin g  
you th  o rgan iza tion  w i l l  be ‘How  
to  assure the D efeat o f H i t le r  in 
1942V’ (D a ily  W orker, June 1-)

The same dispatch to  the D a ily

$1-A-Year Men 
Resign; Replaced 
By $1-A-Year Men

Reese H. Taylor, head of the 
Steel and Iron Branch of the 
War Production Board, re­
signed from that post on 
August 28. The resignation fol­
lowed Frederick Libbey’s ex-> 
posure o f the dom ination o f the 
Branch by the la rge steel cor­
porations.

Libbey, W PB engineering con­
su ltan t, was fired sum m a rily  by 
D ona ld ’ Nelson on the  ground 
th a t bis m ild ly  c r it ic a l re p o rt o f 
conditions in the Steel and Iro n  
Branch had been allowed to leak 
ou t to  a newspaper.

T a y lo r was a do lla r-a -year 
man. U n ti l 1938 he had been 
president o f the Consolidated 
Steel Company. A t  present he is 
president o f the U n ion O il Com­
pany o f C a lifo rn ia .

On A ug us t 31, David F. A us tin  
was appointed successor to  Reese 
T ay lo r. L ike  his predecessor, the 
new head o f the Branch comes 
fro m  a la rge  corpora tion . He is 
v ice-pres ident o f the Carnegie- 
I llin o is  Steel Corpora tion .

A no ther do lla r-a -yea r man, the 
W P B ’s d ire c to r o f operations, 
A m ery  Houghton, has also re ­
signed. H oughton is a leading 
o ffic ia l in  the C o rn ing  W orks 
which was recen tly  convicted o f 
being a tru s t. Donald Nelson, his 
superior, accepted the res ignation  
“ w ith  re g re t.”

M eanw hile, the W PB po licy  o f 
concen tra ting  the  p ro fitab le  w ar 
orders in  the  hands o f the la rge  
corpora tions pnd o f ham pering 
any expansion no t under the con­
t ro l o f those corpora tions, has 
resu lted in  a steel shortage w h ich  
is responsible fo r  m any la yo ffs  
and the shutdown o f such plants 
as the H igg ins  Shipyard.

A  few  notorious agents o f the 
corpora tions are gone fro m  the 
W P B , b u t the appo in tm en t o f 
A u s tin  and the re g re t Nelson ex­
presses a t H oughton ’s res ignation  
ind ica te  th a t the W PB heads do 
no t in tend to  change, th e ir  p ro ­
m onopoly policies.

Subscribe to the 
" Fourth International'

A t the same tim e, the second 
ga thering , like  the f irs t, issued 
a “ W orld  M an ifes to .”  The D a ily  
W orker was pe rm itted  to  re p r in t 
on ly ca re fu lly  edited sections o f 
th is  document. The dispatch from  
Moscow carried  in the D a ily  
W orke r states: “ To the German 
you th  the Conference appealed 
fo r  re fusa l to obey the orders o f 
Nazi o fficers and re v o lt against 
the  H it le r  ru le .”  (D a ily  W orker, 
June 9.)

A  glance a t the te x t o f the 
M an ifesto  reveals the reasons fo *  
the r ig id  censorship, i t  is couched 
in  the language o f an a rro ga n t 
conqueror to a defeated enemy 
who need expect no m ercy and 
has no recourse o ther than to 
surrender uncond itiona lly .

M O NSTRO US S T A T E M E N T S
This m onstrous M an ifesto  be­

gins by decla ring :
“ In  stubborn battles the Red 

A rm y  has chewed up H it le r ’s best 
d ivisions. Today his a rm y is not 
the same as i t  was a year ago. 
The Fascist a rm y has become 
w eaker; the m anpower and 
m a te ria l reserves o f H it le r ite  
Germany are on the verge o f ex­
haustion.”  (P ravda, Jan. 9.)

I t  m ust be c le a rly  understood 
th a t th is  declaration is no t an 
episodic excess evinced on th is  
p a rtic u la r occasion. No, i t  re ­
presents the o ffic ia i line  o f the 
K rem lin  in its  domestic propa­
ganda since la s t December.

Thus, on June 8, Pravda 
declared:

“ H it le r ite  Germany, her arm y, 
her rea r have become mahy tim es 
weaker than was the case 11 
months ago. A t  the  same tim e 
our country, our arm y, our rear

have become be tte r organized 
and many tim es s tronger.”

The S ta lin is t appeal issued in 
the “ W orld  M an ifes to ”  to  the 
German you th  is very  b r ie f and 
its  language is pointed and un­
m istakable. A f te r  assuring  the 
German youth th a t the “ Red 
A rm y  figh ts  not against the Ger­
man people but aga inst the Ger­
man occupiers,”  the M anifesto 
continues:

“ So long as you continue to 
conduct yourselves like  m urder­
ers on oUr soil, so long as you 
continue to t ie  you r fa te  to  H i t ­
le r— death aw aits  you. The fa te  
Of H it le r  and h is clique has been 
decided. W hy should you perish 
w ith  them ? You can save yo u r­
selves.”  (P ravda, January 9, 
1942.)

I t  is on th is  assum ption o f v ic ­
to ry  th a t the K re m lin  does not 
ask bu t issues an u ltim a tu m  tha t 
the German soldiers refuse to  
fu l f i l l  the orders o f H it le r  and 
his generals and surrender to the 
Red A rm y !

W h a t e ffe c t ean such propa­
ganda have on the German 
soldiers? F a r from  weakening 
th e ir  m orale i t  plays d ire c tly  in to  
the hands o f the Nazis. I t  is one 
o f the basic reasons fo r  the la tes t 
m il ita ry  success o f the Nazis 
aga inst the Red A rm y . A t  the 
same tim e i t  ean on ly  serve to 
dem oralize the Soviet youth, who 
have been so deluded w ith  boasts 
and promises o f ea rly  v ic to ry .

L E N IN IS T  P O LIC Y  N E E D E D
The on ly  appeal th a t w i l l  meet 

w ith  a response on the p a rt o f 
the German masses and above 
a ll, the German youth, is the k ind 
o f appeal th a t was issued by the 
Bolsheviks under Len in  and 
T ro tsky , nam ely, a summons to 
revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  fo r  the 
establishm ent o f socialism  and 
the creation o f the Socia list 
U n ited  States o f Europe. T h is  is 
the on ly  po licy  th a t can m a in ta in  
the m orale o f the Soviet masses 
and o f the Soviet youth.

The con tinua tion  o f S ta lin is t 
policies o f w h ich  the “ W orld  
M an ifes to ”  is such a g la r in g  ex­
am ple can lead on ly to the down­
fa l l  o f the Soviet U n ion. There 
is s t i l l  tim e  to a ve rt d isaster—  
by re tu rn in g  to  Bolshevism, to 
the policies o f Lenin and T ro tsky  
which guaranteed v ic to ry  in 
October 1917 and enabled the Red 
A rm y  to  defeat the combined 
onslaugh t o f the W h ite  Guards 
and o f the im p e ria lis t in te rven ­
tio n  in the C iv il W ar o f 1918- 
1920.

WORKERS’ 
F O R U M

S ta lin is t S tand  
On In d ia n  S trugg le

our pa rty  w ill stand on ils  feet. 
Weeks in  advance we repudiated 
Bennett; there is but once choice 

1 notice that a rtic les  in  T H E  fo r ns. a genuine A LP  candidate 
M IL IT A N T  continue to repeat the m ust be selected, 
fla t assertion that Hie S ta lin is ts  I Delegate a fte r  delegate fro m  
are opposed to national independ- upstate uttered th is  theme —  now 
once in Ind ia . T h a t’s true enough. | the A LP  Is independent. As evi- 
but constitutes no convinc ing ar- dence o f th is  sentim ent i t  is in- 
gnm ent fo r those who m erely lo o k ' te res ting  to  note th a t the p a rty  
at the CP's present slogans fo r leadership at a special upstate 
Ind ia. caucus m eeting were forced to

I do not have any files of the bring in  th e ir  best spell-binders
D a ily  W orker on hand bu t I  p la in ­
ly  recall tha t paper’s argum ent 
last year tha t the strugg le fo r na­
tional libe ra tion  should be defer-

to assure upstate representatives 
th a t labo r’s own candidate would 
be nominated. Declarations such 
as th is  brought fo rth  enthusiastic

Wright Speaks On 
India at Harlem 
Workers’ Club

N E W  Y O R K  —  Speaking in 
defense o f In d ia ’s s trugg le  fo r  
independence, John G. W rig h t ad­
dressed a fo rum  o f the H arlem  
W orkers  C lub on F rid a y , A ug ust 
28, a t 72 W est 125th Street.

W r ig h t expla ined w hy the pres­
ent s trugg le  In In d ia  m ust be 
supported by a ll w orkers and op­
pressed, despite the unreliab le 
Gandhi leadership; and emphas­
ized th a t In d ia ’s s trugg le  fo r  in ­
dependence would begin u n fo ld ­
in g  fu l ly  on ly  when the p rogram  
o f the ag ra ria n  revo lu tion  was 
linked up w ith  the ove rth row  o f 
B r it is h  rule.

A  le ng th y  and in te res tin g  d is­
cussion followed.

DEFENSE
POLICY
in  the
MINNEAPOLIS
TRIAL

1—  A  C rit ic is m  by  G rand izo  M un is

2 —  A n  A nsw er l iy  Janies P. Cannon

The po licy o f the defense in  the h is to ric  
t r ia l  o f 28 members o f the  Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  and the CIO is analyzed 
and discussed fro m  tw o  po in ts  o f  v iew  
in  th is  c lear and il lu m in a tin g  polem ic on 
M a rx is t p rinc ip les and propaganda 
methods.

T h is pam ph le t w i l l  be o f especial in te r ­
est to  a ll who have read the  tw o  o ther 
P io fieer Pam phlets on the t r ia l  — 
James P. Cannon’s “ Socialism  Oh T r ia l”  
and A lb e r t  Goldm an’s “ In  Defense o f 
Socialism .”

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P LA C E  

N E W  YO RK

48 PAGES 

T W E N T Y  CEN TS

red; I also recall statements in ti-  cheers.
m ating  tha t those who sought to ] Then came the clim ax. The 
continue the struggle fo r inde- dark lior«se Tam m any Democrat, 
pendenee are “ fifth  colum nists.”  ( A lfange, was to be our very own 
etc. Then last spring  the CP sup- candidate. No upstate delegate 
ported tlie  Cripps m ission and knew or eared who A lfange was. 
plan. W orkers should be rem ind- : T h is  Tam m any H a ll wonder boy
ed of these facts

in  tlie  present s itua tion  th e ir 
position is that they are " fo r ”  na­
tiona l independence, but are op­
posed to a ll struggle foi- it. They 
attack tlie  c iv il disobedience move­
ment. place the blame olt tlie  A ll- 
In d ia  Congress fo r “ p rovoking”  
violence. In te rfe r in g  w ith  the war 
e ffo rt, etc., and at the same tim e 
c r it ic iz e  t lie  B r it is h  Government 
fo r us ing force, but on ly  bemuse 
i t  bus proved ineffective  and is 
d r iv in g  tlie  Ind ian  masses fu rth e r 
away from  support o f t lie  A llied  
w ar e ffo rt.

The August 18 Ne.tr Masses lias 
an ed ito ria l which gives a good 
I llu s tra tio n  o f t lie  S ta lin is t posi­
tion. F irs t  i t  attacks the c iv il dis­
obedience campaign as "unques­
tionab ly  un fo rtuna te ,”  p laying 
in to  the hands of Japan, and as­
serts “ tlie  Congress P arty  does 
not represent as much of Ind ia  
as i t  cla im s to.”  Then i t  adds: 
"B u t the fact, tha t remains tha t 
the slogan: ‘karenges ya maren- 
(]es’ —  lib e rty  or death — which 
is now echoing in  fro n t of In d ia ’s 
police stations, expresses the deep 
desire o f In d ia ’s m illio n s  fo r pa rt­
nership w it l i tlie  democratic Coun­
tries  against the common enemy. 
I t  expresses In d ia ’s desire to help 
w in  the w ar as an equUl ra the r 
than a servant.”

Thus, according to the Stalin- 
in ists. t lie  strugg le in Ind ia , so 
fa r as the masses are concerned, 
is not fo r independence from  
B r it is h  im peria lism , but to be in 
a better position to help Anglo- 
Am erican im peria lism  w in  the 
war.

And the ed ito ria l continues: 
“ Now i t  is a ll very w e ll fo r  the 
B r it is h  spokesmen to say th a t i t  
would be suicide to tu rn  Ind ia  
over to t lie  Congress leadership. 
Agreed. Agreed th a t a p rov is ion­
al governm ent w ith  Gandhi a t its  
head m ig h t have negotiated w ith  
Japan. B u t le t us be under no 
Illu s ion  th a t by th is  show of force 
the B r it is h  governm ent is now in 
position to m obilize Ind ia . W ill 
th is  po licy w ork to w in  the war? 
That is the pragm atic  ya rdstick  
by which to judge it. The answer 
is that, it  t r i l l  not w o rk ."

Fundam entally, t lie  S ta lin is ts  
are absolutely opposed to the 
strugg le fo r Ind ian  national inde­
pendence. T lie  best way to demon­
strate th is  is by prov ing i t  “ out 
of th e ir  own mouths.”

J. K.
Chicago. III.

On the  Recent 
A L P  C onven tion
E d ito r:

I read’ your recent ed ito ria l 
“ W hat’s W rong W ith  The A LP ,”  
w it l i  in terest and atten tion . W ith  
your a ttitud e  toward tlie  A LP  I  
am p a rtic u la r ly  • interested as I  
have been engaged in, active A LP  
w ork over a period of tim e.

My m ain c ritic ism  of your state­
ment is not w ith  the substance 
of what you say. R ather I  would 
like  to call your a tten tion  to the 
s ign ificant but l i t t le  known devel­
opments proceeding amongst rank 
and file  A LP  members. To he sure 
such developments do not make 
the ed ito ria l pages of the N. Y. 
Times.

I can fra n k ly  say tha t upstate 
A LP  members were disgusted 
w ith  the recent pa rty  convention. 
Many o f them rejoiced when the 
Democrats nom inated tlie  reac­
tion a ry  Bennett.

Now, said the A LP  members,
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was th ru s t down the th roa t of the 
convention by the worst steam­
ro lle r tactics. A delegate next to 
me rem arked t iia t  w h ile  the lead­
ership blared loud against fascism, 
they never hesitated to practice 
d ic ta to ria l' methods in th e ir  own 
conventions!

But upstate delegates from  such

Detroit Housing Project 
Blocked By Auto Bosses

• S i-

Workers Given Plenty of Housing Survey 
But A Place to Live In Is Hard to Find

By L A R IS S A  R E E D

DETRO IT, Mich.— Good weather is slipping away, hour 
by hour, day by day, week by week, protests tlie Detroit Free 
Press o f August 8, while 96,000 more war workers, drawn from 
all parts of the country, w ill be tramping the streets vainly seek­
ing permanent shelter this winter nnless immediate action is 
taken. Commenting ironically on '"another survey” made this
m onth by Federal, State and S— — -------------------------------------------
local o ffic ia ls , th is  paper says: I source o f th is  sudden “ con- 
“ T h a t m ust be g re a t news f o r i  fus ion ” ?
thousands d f d is tracted w a r 
w orkers and th e ir  fam ilies  
desperately in need o f homes 
NOW . They ask decent places to 
live. They are g iven another su r­
vey. . . W ha t ou r homeless w a r 
workers w an t is not more surveys 
but more A C T IO N .”

Last fa ll ,  long before the 
present cris is  developed, the CIO  
U nited A u to  W orkers presented 
an excellent program  fo r  govern­
ment-subsidized housing action. 
I t  could have been completed by 
now, and instead o f “ ho t a ir ,”  the 
w a r w orkers would have had 
some houses. President Roosevelt, 
in  approv ing  the plan, declared:

, „  „  ,, „  , , “ I  am in terested in  m ak ing  th is
places as Seneca Falls. Schenect- hoUsfi . , a re a lity.»
ady, P la ttsburg, Saratoga Slyra- *  hanoened to  it?
ease and Albany, from  ru ra l areas 
and towns, re turned b itte r ly  d is­
appointed. They fe lt betrayed by 
the rosy promises of the leader­
ship made the day before. Not 
a few threatened to bo lt the A LP  
th is  fa ll.

Yet I insist th a t in th is  feeling 
o f d is illus ionm ent lies the hope 
of the ALP. Once th is  sentim ent 
is channelized in the correct 
paths and honest leadership is 
provided, I  believe the A LP  can 
become w hat so many hoped i t  
would —  the nucleus of a national 
labor party.

To those workers now outside 
its  ranks. I say enter the pa rty  
and bu ild  it .  Join fo rtes w ith  
those m ilita n ts  now in  tlie  A LP  
and I would be w illin g  to wager 
th a t t lie  recent d isgraceful con­
vention w ill not occur again.

D. A.
Schenectday, N. Y.

W hat has happened to  it?

I t  is now evident to  everyone 
th a t w ith  the passive consent o f

President Roosevelt declared 
on Feb. 14, “ th a t the troub le  a t 
W illo w  Run to date has been th a t 
a h a lf dozen com m unities, tw o  or 
three counties, the state govern­
ment, and various agencies o f the 
Federal governm ent are a ll in ­
volved w ith  no one to p u ll th e ir  
w o rk  toge ther.”  He thereupon 
sent his uncle, F rederick A . 
Delano, Chairm an o f the N a tiona l 
Parks &  P lann ing  Commission, 
as his personal representative to 
“ coordinate a ll these agencies and 
get som ething started  qu ick ly .”  
In  line  w ith  recom m endations by 
the U A W -C IO , Roosevelt te le ­
scoped some 16 Federal housing 
agencies in to  one, “ s tream lin ing  
i t  fo r  e ffic ien t w a rtim e  action .”  
John B. B land fo rd , J r. became 
a d m in is tra to r o f the new ly 
form ed N a tiona l H ousing Agency 
rep lac ing the ‘ in e ffic ie n t’ housing 
coordinator, Charles F. Palm er.

the President, the b ig  ca p ita lis t B u t w ha t k ind o f “ e ffic ie n t w a r-
in te rests o f D e tro it, the rea l-es­
ta te  owners and operators, the 
banks and insurance companies, 
have sabotaged the U A W -C IO  
and a ll o ther public housing 
projects.

Since la s t November, the U A W  
has been g iven the run-around 
by governm ent o ffic ia ls  on its  
proposed “ Defense C ity ”  to be Federal H ousing A u th o r ity , has 
located in  W illo w  Run. Three been approved fo r  the D e tro it 
m onths a fte r  the President ap- i area by John B. B land fo rd , J r . ’ ' 
proved the plan, R. J. Thomas, J Leon K . K eyse rling , Public- 
president o f the U A W , was com- j Housing Com m issioner, was au- 
pelled to  request the President thorized to  proceed im m ed ia te ly

tim e action”  has developed?

On M arch 6 the re  came the 
awaited announcement: “ The b ig ­
gest single defense housing p ro ­
gram  ever undertaken by the 
Governm ent, in vo lv in g  15,000 
un its  to  be constructed fro m  
Federal funds and 30,000 fro m  
p riva te  funds guaranteed by the

to personally in tervene in the 
“ confused s itua tion  regard ing  
the W illo w  Run housing' fo r  75,- 
000 to 100,000 w a r w orkers  and 
th e ir  fa m ilie s .”  W hat was the

w ith  plans fo r  the f i r s t  15,000 
un its, a t a cost o f about $60,000,- 
000, w h ile  p riva te  funds were 
solic ited th rou gh  the F H A  to 
bu ild  the la rg e r 30,000 u n it  pro-

A ll India Opposes British 
Rule, Reporter Admits

(.Continued fro m  page 1)
They give the lie  d irec t to  the 
a lib is  o f A m ery  and Cripps.

The B r it is h  falsehoods may 
sound p lausib le to un in fo rm ed 
A m erican readers, bu t a ll Ind ia  
knows w h a t re a lly  happened in  
the nego tia tions w ith  Cripps, and 
the g re a t masses o f Ind ia  stand 
w ith  the Congress aga inst the 
C ripps “ o ffe r .”

C ripps ’ . la tes t ly in g  account o f 
the nego tia tions appeared In the 
N. Y. Tim es o f A ug us t 23. C ripps 
says: “ A  tem po ra ry  compromise 
was necessary. . . W hen I  speak 
o f compromise I  do no t re fe r on ly  
o r m a in ly  to the agreem ent be­
tween the B r it is h  governm ent 
and the various Ind ian  parties, 
but to accomodation among the 
Indians themselves.”  Then he 
proceeds to “ prove”  by a rith m e tic  
th a t the Congress is opposed by 
“ more than h a lf  the to ta l popu la­
tio n .”  The T im es o b lig in g ly  under 
lines th is  a lib i w ith  a run n ing  
head: “ C ripps exp la ins the com­
p le x ity  o f In d ia fs problem  in 
term s o f the d iv e rs ity  o f the 
Ind ian people.”

C ripps ta lks  about eve ry th ing  
except the rea l issue on w h ich 
negotia tions broke dow n: the 
d ic ta to r ia l powers o f the V ice roy 
and the In d ia  O ffice in  London—  
powers which were to  rem ain 
com ple te ly untouched under the 
C ripps “ o ffe r .”

The 1935 A c t under which 
Ind ia  is ru led provides the V ice­
roy w ith  the fo llo w in g  sweeping 
pow ers:

1. He chooses and dismisses a ll 
members o f his Executive Coun­
cil.

2. He presides over i t  as its  
P rim e M in is te r.

3. He can, aga inst the w il l  o f 
the en tire  E xecutive Council, 
decree laws in the name o f the 
Governm ent o f Ind ia .

And w hatever powers m ay not 
be indicated under these three 
po ints can be wielded in  add ition  
by A m ery in  the Ind ia  O ffice in 
London!

A l l  th a t C ripps proposed to the 
Ind ian  p o litica l pa rties  was th a t 
they should agree to  have th e ir  
representatives appointed to  the 
V iceroy’s Executive Council. They 
would be M in is te rs—-but the 
d ic ta to r ia l powers o f the V iceroy 
and the Ind ia  O ffice would rem ain 
as before. In  short, they would 
become puppets o f B r ita in . T h is  
is w h a t C ripps tr ie s  to  palm  o f f  
as “ se lf-governm ent.”

T h a t the V ice roy and the Ind ia  
O ffice would rem a in  the supreme 
power in  Ind ia  under the Cripps 
“ P lan”  —  th is  fa c t C ripps and

A m ery, and the A m erican press 
and rad io in cooperation w ith  
them, are m oving heaven and 
earth  to  conceal. F o r i f  the 
A m erican pub lic  knew th is  fa c t 
and understood th a t C ripps and 
the B r it is h  cabinet never o ffe red 
“ se lf-governm ent,”  there would 
be a t id a l wave o f a n ti-B r it is h  
ind igna tion  here.

The silence o f the A m erican 
press and rad io  about the  key 
fac ts  is a de liberate and consci­
ous conspiracy. The fac ts  are 
available, f o t  example, in the 
W h ite  Paper published by the 
B r it is h  governm ent in A p r i l,  con­
ta in in g  a ll the  documents. N o t a

clash between Congress and B r i t ­
ish views as to  the character o f 
the proposed N a tion a l G overn­
ment. I f  agreem ent had been 
achieved on th a t po in t, no t only 
Congress, bu t most, i f  not a ll, 
the o ther pa rties— w ith  protests 
and reservations, no doubt, as to 
the fu tu re — would have come 
in .”  (P. 77)

The lie  th a t C ripps offered 
se lf-governm ent is re fu ted by 
Professor Coupland’s own words; 
“ As C ripps repeatedly declared, 
his business was on ly to  t r y  to  
secure an agreem ent on the  D ra ft 
D eclara tion . The V iceroy alone 
could determ ine the composition

sing le  Am erican paper has pub- o f a Council w ith  which he would 
fished, o r even summarized, the have to w ork, 
le tte is  w r itte n  by the Congress I “  . . . W hereas a P rov inc ia l 
to C ripps d u rin g  the negotia tions. Governor is bound as a ru le  to  

On A p r i l 28, C ripps reported accept his M in is te rs ’ advice, the 
to  the House o f Commons. I t  was V iceroy, a p a rt fro m  certa in  
a long and detailed speech. Since I special m atte rs  on which he is 
i t  was nlade pub lic ly , i t  conta in- required to act e n tire ly  on his 
ed m any ambiguous fo rm u las  and own respons ib ility , is specifica lly 
was s ilen t on m any aspects, b u t i en titled  by the A c t o f 1935 to 
as a speech to  the body which d jssent  fro m  the m a jo r ity  opin ion 
fo rm a lly  ru les Eng land i t  also 0f  h js Council as to any measure 
had to  te ll the m ain facts. I t  ‘whereby the safe ty, tra n q u ility , 
adm itted th a t the question o f o r in te res t Of B r it is h  Ind ia  or 
Ilindu -M os lem  fr ic t io n ”  had . any p a rt the re o f are o r m ay be’ 
rieVer been discussed d u rin g  the ; n h js judgm en t ‘essentia lly  a f- 
negotlations. I t  adm itted th a t the  | f ected.’ Thus i f  a Governor o f 
breakdown o f the nego tia tions a prov ince cannot le g a lly  concede 
came over the question o f the  f u]] power to  his Council, s t i l l
powers o f the V iceroy and the ]ess can the Governor-General.
Ind ian  O ffice. None o f th is  came j n e ithe r case, an unde rtak ing  
ou t in the Am erican press “ re- not  to use the o ve rrid ing  power 
p o rts ”  ve ry  sho rt cajxles —  would be a breach o f the la w .”
o f th is  speech. (pp . 78-79.) A nd C ripps-C hu r-

The fu l l  te x t o f the speech is, c h ill would no t change the law. 
o f course, ava ilab le  in  Hansard | F in a lly , P rofessor Coupland 
(the equiva lent o f our Congres- | pu ts the whole issue in to  one 
sional Record). N o t a s ingle sentence. “ The rea l question 
A m e r i c a n  com m entator— the was, then : W ho was to have the 
W a lte r L ippm anns and D o ro thy  | la s t word— the V iceroy or the 
Thompsons who are denouncing m a jo rity  o f the Ind ia  p a rty  
the Indians, as “ unreasonable”  leaders?”  N o te  w e ll— not the 
and worse—-h&s ever commented Congress, bu t the Ind ian  p a rty  j man, condemned the proposed c ity
on t h a t  c ru c ia lly - im p o rta n t loaders as a w hole ! o f W illo w  Run as “ a CIO p lan .”
C ripps speech. T h a t is the question in Ind ia . , Some adjacent fa rm  owners lined

N ow  a book has beefi published, Shall B r it is h  im peria lism , opera t- up behind Ford  branded the CIO
in  A m erica  as w e ll as Eng land, i ing  th rough  the to ta lita r ia n  as “ a pressure g roup”  w h ich  was

je c t a t an approxim ate  cost o f
$ 120,000,000.
’ E ve ry th in g  was set fo r  la rge  

— scale action— on paper!

T H E  O P P O S IT IO N  ACTS
T his  Federal au tho riza tion  

b rough t ou t in to  the open the 
undercover s trugg le  o f p r iva te  
p ro fit in te rests headed by H e n ry  
Ford who, fro m  the f irs t,  had 
been hostile  to th is  and a ll o ther 
public housing pro jects.

“ O pposition to  the construc­
tion  o f a ‘bomber c ity ’ in  W ash- 
tenau County, ad jacent to the 
Ford  bomber p lan t a t W illo w  
Run grew , to hu rricane p ro po r­
tions,”  reported the D e tro it 
News o f M ay 7. A l l  o f F o rd ’s 
h ire ling s , “ tw o c ity  councils, the 
county board o f supervisors, 
cham ber o f commerce, c itizen 
groups and Ford o ffic ia ls ”  
dispatched representatives to  
W ashington to stop the W illo w  
Run housing pro ject.

One Ford stooge, H enry  E. 
R iggs, honorary P rofessor o f 
C iv il E ng ineering  o f the U n iv e r­
s ity  o f M ich igan, said th a t the 
houses would be sm all and fa r  
from  adequate. He fa iled  to  po in t 
out th a t w ith o u t them the w o rk ­
ers had no houses a t a l l!  He said 
tha t thousands o f men would be 
required who m igh t be tte r be em­
ployed in  w a r w ork. O bviously, 
w ar workers do not need she lte r 
— they can sleep in  the ra t- in ­
fested a lleys o f D e tro it!

Ford  and his opposition a llies 
m anufactured a ll k inds o f fake 
excuses fo r  p reven ting  the  con­
s truc tion  o f the bomber c ity . 
C h ie f among them  was the com­
p la in t th a t a “ ghost c ity ”  would 
be le f t  a fte r  the w a r when “ the 
w o rkers ”  moved away, and the 
houses would then become vacant 
o r occupied by “ least desirable 
elements.”  (E v id e n tly  D e tro it ’s 
cap ita lis ts  a lready foresee a post­
w a r depression cris is  when hoi'des 
o f men and th e ir  fam ilies  w i l l  ba 
wandering around, no t on ly  w ith ­
ou t homes, bu t w ith o u t w o rk .) 
These “ least desirable elem ents’'  
w ill be the same w orkers who are 
today being urged to double th e ir  
e ffo r ts  and sacrifice to  the l im it  
fo r  w a r production. In  w a rtim e  
they are forced to  live  in  shacks, 
tents, tra ile rs  and vacant stores; 
a fte rw a rds  they w il l  be forced 
back in to  the gu tte rs , i f  the 
cap ita lis ts  have th e ir  way.

U N D E R L Y IN G  M O T IV E S  
FOR O P P O S IT IO N

The opposition forces are 
m otiva ted by various reasons. 
Chairm an N icholas o f the U A W - 
CIO H ousing Com m ittee has 
stated th a t p r iva te  rea l estate 
corpora tions and bu ilders are 
more in terested in  bu ild in g  
houses fo r  sale ra th e r than  fo r  
ren t as th is  y ie lds them  a la rg e r 
p ro fit. The U A W -C IO  govern­
m ent houses are p r in c ip a lly  fo r  
ren ta l. Both sale prices and 
ren ta ls  on the governm ent houses 
would have been much cheaper 
than p re va ilin g  p riva te  construc­
tion . Moreover, the governm ent 
housing, N icholas declared, would 
have been more com fortab le , 
livab le , be tte r-constructed and 
easily accessible to  the p lants. 
The w orkers would have benefited 
enormously’ fro m  the construction  
o f th is  p ro ject, bu t the ca p ita lis ts ’ 
pocket-books would have su f­
fered.

A ltho ug h  H enry  F ord  has been 
compelled to recognize and deal 
w ith  the U A W -C IO  in  h is p lan t, 
he is fe a rfu l o f th e ir  fu r th e r  en­
croachm ent upon his domain. A  
com m un ity  o f tens o f thousands 
o f w orkers and th e ir  fa m ilie s  
l iv in g  in a  model settlem ent, 
b u iit  and ac tu a lly  dom inated by 
the w o rke rs ’ own o rgan iza tion , 
would be a pow erfu l s trongho ld 
fo r  the w orkers  in  th e ir  s trugg le  
aga inst the auto barons.

Moreover, such a model com­
m un ity  would stand in  sharp con­
tra s t to the inadequate, rem ote ly 
located, poorly  constructed and 
expensive houses b u ilt  fo r  p r iva te  
p ro fit. The conveniences o f its  
parks, recreation rooms, com ­
m un ity  d in in g  rooms, club rooms, 
laundries and nurseries would 
teach the w orkers the g rea t 
lesson th a t a planned way o f l i fe  
under w orkers ’ con tro l is  no t on ly 
possible, bu t easy to  a tta in  and 
costs much less money.

H a rry  C. M ack, Ford  spokes-

en titlsd  “ The C ripps M iss ion,”  
by R. Coupland, an O xfo rd  
professor who was on C ripps ’ 
s ta f f  in  Ind ia . Despite its  com­
p le te ly  B r it is h  bias, i t  is s u f­
f ic ie n tly  conscientious to  record 
the m ain facts. The book has 
been w ide ly  reviewed. N o t a 
s ingle rev iew er in  the bourgeois 
press (and the S ta lin is t and 
Social Dem ocratic as w e ll) has 
called a tten tion  to  these facts.

The fie th a t H indu-M oslem  
fr ic t io n  prevented fo rm a tio n  o f 
an A ll- In d ia  governm ent should 
be fo re ve r silenced by  these auJ 
th o rita t iv e  words o f th is  member 
o f C ripps ’ s ta f f :  “ The decisive 
fac to r, as has been seen, was the

powers of the Viceroy and the pushing the bomber c ity  project 
Ifid ia Office, continue to oppress because i t  saw an opportunity to
Ind ia , o r sha ll Ind ia  be pe rm itted  
to  set up its  own governm ent? 
And because th is  is the  rea l 
question, and no t the fake issues 
since raised by C ripps and re­
peated by the Am erican press 
and rad io , a ll Ind ia  stands to ­
ge ther aga inst B r ita in  and its  
agents.

M atthew s’ f ir s t  d ispatch in the 
N . Y. T im es has b rough t ou t th is  
im p o rta n t tru th . He h im se lf may, 
once he gets to  see the “ r ig h t ”  
people, te ll a d iffe re n t s to ry . B u t 
fo r  once, am id the m ountains o f 
ly in g  propaganda, we have been 
given a b it  o f the tru th .

ga in  p o lit ic a l con tro l o f W ash- 
tenau County. A  m ember o f the 
board o f supervisors o f W ash- 
tenau County, w h ich  is d ire c tly  
under F o rd ’s thum b, declared 
th a t “ dum ping 60,000 persons 
in to  W ashtenau C ounty would 
make a lo t Of d iffe rence .”  There 
is no question th a t, since the  
U A W -C IO  w ou ld  con tro l a solid 
bloc o f tens o f thousands o f 
votes, i t  would com plete ly change 
the po litica l com plexion o f th is  
county, now contro lled by F ord .

N e x t W eek: W hat happened to  
the UAW ’ H ousing P lan.
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The Negro Struggle
By Albert Parker :

The Effect of Racial Epithets
fac t, i t  can be pu t down as a 
ru le  th a t a n y th in g  which tends 
to  weaken the u n ity  o f a ll races 
in  the labor movement h u rts  the

A  w h ite  worker, member of an 
A F L  union, recently to ld us of 
an inc iden t in  his plant, which 
we would like  to pass along es­
pecia lly  fo r the consideration 
and benefit of w h ite  workers 
who may read this.

The un ion is in  a p lan t em­
p loy ing  about 200 workers, of 
whom almost ha lf are Negroes. 
The un ion has a fa ir ly  good con­
tra c t w ith  the boss, and u n t il 
recently p ra c tica lly  a ll the Ne­
groes were good members, pay­
ing  th e ir  dues, a ttend ing meet­
ings dnd supporting  th e ir  offic­
ers in  d ll disputes w ith  the boss. 
Two Negroes were members of 
the un ion executive board, one 
o f them as a vice-president. The 
Negro union members were gen­
e ra lly  satisfied w ith  most of the 
w h ite  officers, who handled th e ir 
grievances on the sairie basis 
th a t they handled those o f the 
w h ite  workers.

But, recently a num ber of Ne­
gro w orkers heard one of the 
m in o r w h ite  o ffic ia ls of the un­
ion using the term  “ nigger.”  
Angered — and w ith  ju s tifica ­
tion  —  they went to the Negro 
vice-president o f the uh ion and 
demanded th a t he make an issue 
o f th is , and ge t action against 
the o ff ic ia l Who had used the 
offensive term . The vice-presi­
dent d id  this, but the executive 
board, w h ile  deploring the in c i­
dent, was not w ill in g  to under­
take any action.

A  b itte r  d ispute fo llow ed, and 
ended w ith  the tw o  Negroes re ­
s ign ing  fro m  the executive 
board. Since then, the N egro 
w orkers  have stopped attend ing 
m eetings and pay ing  dues. As 
a resu lt, the  union is in  a te r ­
r ib ly  weakened condition, the 
boss’s hand has been s tre n g th ­
ened, and grievances are begin­
n in g  to  p ile  up instead o f being 
settled as they were previously.

Our friend  who to ld us th is  
s to ry  says th a t he has been t r y ­
in g  to convince the Negroes tha t 
they have been fo llow ing  the 
w rong course —  that, he agrees 
w ith  them steps m ust be taken 
to put a il end to the use of o f­
fensive rac ia l terms, but, tha t the 
way to do i t  is inside tile  union, 
as good members, where they 
w i l l  be able to get the support 
of such White members Us our 
friend.

Late ly, he says, sortie of them 
have begun to express agreement 
fo r th is  po in t of view, and he 
says there is hope th a t the s itu ­
a tion  may be corrected, w ith  
the resu lt th a t the jus tified  conn 
p la in ts  of the Negroes w il l  be 
attended to, and the un ion as a 
whole preserved as an in s tru ­
m ent of a ll the workers against 
th e ir  common enemy.

Now of course our fr ien d  was 
com plete ly correct in  urg ing th is  
course upon his Negro brothers. 
B u t tha t isn ’t  the po in t we wish 
to  stress in  com m enting on th is  
s itua tion , w h ich  takes on acute 
significance today when Negroes 
are tu rn in g  in  greater numbers 
than ever before to the labor 
movement and to a m il ita n t  p ro ­
gram  fo r the so lu tion o f th e ir  
problems.

Here we w ish on ly to t r y  to 
impress on w h ite  members of 
the labor movement the mean­
in g  and effect of the use of such 
term s as "n igge r,”  “c h in k ,”  
"greaser,”  etc.

The e ffec t, as our incident 
shows, can be com plete ly disas­
tro u s  fo r  the in te rests o f the 
w h ite  workers themselves. In

best in te re s ts  Of th e  w o rk in g  
class as a w hole .

Only the cap ita lis t ru lin g  class 
is benefited by practices w h ich 
d iv ide  workers along rac ia l lines. 
How much stronger the labor 
movement would be today i f  i t  
had from  the beginning paid a t­
ten tion  to the Negro workers 
and tr ie d  to organize them in to  
its  ranks! The fa ilu re  to do so 
in  the past aided on ly the em­
ployers —  and was a resu lt of 
the propaganda of the employ­
ers.

And i t  does not make much 
difference in  the fina l analysis 
whether w h ite  workers use of­
fensive rac ia l term s de liberate ly 
and m alic ious ly  or whether they 
use t h e m  “ u n in te n tio n a lly .” 
When someone says he used 
such term s un in te n tio na lly , a ll 
tha t he is saying is th a t he did 
not mean to speak them out loud. 
B ut the very fact tha t he even 
th inks  such term s shows tha t he 
is s t i l l  under the in fluence of 
cap ita lis t propaganda, tra d itio n  
and education.

Negroes, and advanced w h ite  
w orkers who understand the 
problem , m ust make th e ir  ap­
peal to  the  average backward 
w h ite  w o rke r f i r s t  o f  a ll on the, 
basis o f his own se lf-in terests . 
The backward w h ite  w o rke r 
m ust be shown how i t  is  against 
his own in te rests to  d isc rim in ­
ate aga inst N egro  workers, o r 
even to  use the language o f the 
slaveholders.

B u t th is  is not enough. The 
second step is to rea lly  educate 
him , to get h im  to understand 
the na ture  o f the problem . F o r 
as long  as he th in ks  in  the term s 
of rac ia l supe rio rity , there is a l­
ways the danger th a t he may 
sometimes act in  th a t way. He 
m ust shown w hy  he was tra ined 
to look down on the Negro, and 
who was behind th is  tra in in g . 
He m ust be taught the h is to ry  
o f the Negroes, th e ir  c o n tr ib u ­
tions to society, th e ir  part in  
the labor movement. W h ile  th is  
educational campaign is going 
on. the w h ite  w o rke r w i l l  also 
he learn ing  im p o rtan t lessons in  
the course of the jo in t  strugg le 
w ith  the Negroes against the 
bosses.

T h is is an a ll- im p o rtan t ques­
tion  fo r  every w orkers ' organ i­
zation. the revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
ass w e ll as the trade unions. Ne­
gro workers are not go ing to be 
attracted to any organization, 
even w ith  the best and most m il­
ita n t program, i f  tha t organiza­
tio n  to lerate “ w h ite  supremacy”  
expressions on the part, o f any 
of its  members. H aving been 
tricked  and cheated by so many 
of w ha t they consider “ w h ite  
organizations,”  i t  is on ly  na tura l 
fo r  them to be skeptical about 
the s in ce rity  of w h ite  workers.

E ve ry  w orkers ’ organization 
should always bo on the alert, to 
show the Negro people th a t they 
practice w hat they preach. 
T h e ir members who b ring  d is­
c re d it to the organization on 
th is  question m ust be censured, 
and they m ust be educated: 
those who persist in  underm in­
ing  the u n ity  of Negro and white 
have no place in  a w orkers ' o r­
ganization. A ny o ther course 
w il l  be su ic ida l in the long run 
fo r those organizations which 
seek to organize Negro and 
w h ite  workers fo r action a- 
ga inst th e ir  exploiters.

The Story Behind A Frameup
British Coal Kings Sabotage Coal Production; Trotskyists Alone Fight for Miners’ Interests

By GEORGE C O LL IN S  , caused by ca p ita lis t managers 
We are now in  a position to  I and owners.

te ll the f u l l  s to ry  behind the gT h i k f <? IN  ATT’N’F F fF I  Ds; 
poisonous charges made aga inst S ™ KESU I?1 M IN E F IE L D S  
B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts  who were ac- I Throughou t the m in in g  areas 
cused in  J u ly  o f “ sabotag ing”  the | fP °*ad.e w a lkou ts and stoppages 
mines and c a rry in g  on “ subver- | kave , keen ta k in g  place w ith o u t 
sive”  propaganda w ith  the aid sanction o f the m iners leaders 
o f a N azi subsidy.”  f f te f  the m iners patience was

F a r fro m  sub s tan tia ting  these I tn e d  * °  tke  b reaking po in t. In  
“ charges”  the  detailed in fo rm s - , one ,three w,eek Penod a
tio n  we have ju s t received fro m  , months a? °  the«  83 w a lk '

: outs in vo lv in g  30,000 m iners. In
D urham  County, fo r  example,

Stalinist Lies About Our Pamphlet
In  Newark. N. J., the Com­

m un is t P a rty  has been d is tf ib u t 
in g  leaflets a ttack ing  our recent 
pamphlet. “ The M arch on W ash­
ing ton— One Year A fte r,”  which 
has received a certa in  amount 
of in te rest from  Negroes liv in g  
there.

The purpose of th is  pamphlet, 
as a ll Who read i t  know, was by 
rev iew ing  the present conditions 
of the Negro people to show the 
need fo r a m ilita n t figh t against 
a ll those who protect and foster 
J im  Crowism . The S ta lin ists, 
however, charge tha t i t  was is­
sued because “ they (the T ro t­
sky is ts) hope to have us lose 
the w ar.”  T h is  is w hat th e ir 
lea fle t says:

“ Anyone who separates the 
f ig h t  fo r  N egro  r ig h ts  fro m  the 
f ig h t  against H itle r is m , harms 
N egro Am ericans and a ll A m e r­
icans. T h a t is w hat the T ro ts k y ­
is t  A lb e rt P a rke r does. . .P a rk ­
e r is the enemy Of the Negro 
people fo r  he separates the tw o  
s trugg les. . .”  And as p roo f o f 
th is  contention, they quote a 
p a rt of a sentence from  our 
pamphlet, namely, “ the Negro 
people have no in te rest in  in te r­
fe rin g  w ith  the prosecution of 
the w a r,”  which they ca ll “ a 
negative h a lf- tru th , vic ious in 
its  Im p lica tion .”

Below is rep rin ted  the fu ll 
paragraph from  which the S ta l­
in is ts  quoted a, part. We leave 
i t  to our readers to judge fo r

6000 m iners downed too ls in  p ro ­
tes t aga inst the im prisonm ent o f 
tw o young m iners who refused 
to pay a 5 pound fine .

In  Y o rksh ire  the spark was 
ign ited  th a t sent m ine owners and 
labo r misleaders. ho w ling  fo r  tire 
suppression o f the Socia lis t A p ­
peal. Paym ent Of “ dust”  money 
(a bonus paid fo r  over 8 years 
to  those load ing trucks  a t the 
end o f the m echanical coal con­
vey ing  be lt where the coal drops 
several fee t th ro w in g  up dense 
clouds o f dust in ju r in g  health  
and causing frequ en t accidents) 
was stopped by the m ineowners. 
A f te r  weeks o f fru it le s s  nego tia­
tions the young m iners struck, 
b u t a fte r  a few  days decided to 
go back to w o rk  pending nego­
tia tions . The m anagem ent rep lied 
by issu ing 1388 summonses and 
c la im in g  5 pounds fro m  each 

! w o rke r fo r  breach o f contract. 
The m anagem ent la te r w ith d re w  
a ll b u t 509 o f these summonses. 
The young m iners s truck  to a 
man again.

The young m iners received no

support fro m  H a ll and Jones, the 
leaders o f the Y o rksh ire  M iners 
Association, who branded the 
s tr ik e  as “ ille g a l and unconstitu ­
tio n a l”  and demanded th a t they 
re tu rn  to w o rk . In  con tras t to 
the s tr ikeb rea k ing  po licy  o f the 
m iners’ leaders, the Socia list A p ­
peal, d is tribu te d  to  the young 
m iners, came, to th e ir  support 
w ith  fr ie n d ly  advice and support.

S U PPR ESSIO N  D E M A N D E D
Faced fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  in 

years w ith  a rea l challenge to  
th e ir  treacherous polic ies on the 
p a rt o f a group w ith  a serious 
program  fo r  the m iners, Joseph 
H a ll, president o f the Y o rksh ire  
M iners Association, concocted 
his fram eup aga inst the Socia list 
Appeal.

Lead ing a rtic les  in  a ll the re ­
actiona ry  and m ineowners press 
took up the fra u d u le n t charges 
o f H a ll and W ill Law tho r, p res i­
dent o f the M iners U n ion. Re­
po rte rs  were sent down to the 
offices o f the S ocia lis t Appea l to  
“ investiga te .”  (They found, o f 
course, on ly  the modest head­
quarters o f a w o rk in g  class o r­
gan iza tion  whose leaders live  on 
the  meager salaries provided by 
w orkers con tribu tions .) They 
played up the fa c t th a t the A p ­
peal had purchased so m any 
pounds o f new sprin t. They re ­
produced facs im iles o f the f ro n t  
page o f the  Appea l, etc. Scot­
land Y ard  sent down a snooping 
p a rty . The W IL  leaders m et these 
“ curious”  gentlem en w ith  an open 
exposition , o f th e ir  p rogram  and

a declared w illir igness  to  face 
any w o rkers ’ investiga tion .

M O RRISO N GOES H A L F -W A Y
R eactionary members o f the 

House o f Commons questioned 
H e rbe rt M orrison, Home Secre­
ta ry  and Labor P a rty  leader, “ re ­
ga rd ing  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f sub­
versive lite ra tu re  among Y o rk ­
shire m iners by young men be­
tween’ the ages o f 25 and 30, who 
were be ing pa id 10 pounds a week 
to  d is tr ib u te  th is  lite ra tu re .”  
M orrison  rep lied th a t the re  was 
no in fo rm a tio n  availab le  to prove 
the charge bu t la te r  on in  an­
swer to a question fro m  Gallach- 
er. S ta lin is t M .P., said th a t i f  the 
Appeal, w h ich  does no t “ have ap­
preciable in fluence in  the m in in g  
in d u s try  o r elsewhere,”  becomes 
a “ th re a t,”  then “ appropria te  
measures would be taken.”

The S ta lin is ts , w h ile  demand­
in g  th a t the ban aga inst the 
“ D a ily  W o rke r”  be lifte d , are 
secre tly  in tr ig u in g  w ith  the T o­
ries fo r  the suppression o f the 
Appea l. A lo n g  w ith  the pack ran 
the s ick ly  libera ls . The New 
Statesm an and N a tion  qu ick ly  
fo rg o t a ll about dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  and accepted a ll the in ­
fam ous charges aga inst th e  A p ­
peal. The T ribune  (C ripps ’ pa­
pe r) had no t a sing le  word to 
say aga inst the attem pted sup­
pression; they could on ly  whine 
about the “ irresponsib le”  m an­
ner in which the ca p ita lis t press 
gave “ a  sm all sect o f T ro ts k y is t 
supporters hundreds o f pounds 
w o rth  o f free  pu b lic ity . . .” ) O nly

the New Leader, organ o f the 
Independent Labor Farcy, round­
ly  condemned the fram eup cam­
pa ign aga inst the Socia list A p ­
peal.
T H E  W IL  F IG H T S  B A C K

The W IL  is e ffe c tiv e ly  and 
v igo rous ly  f ig h t in g  the slander­
ous charges. A  la rg e  m eeting  
was held in  H o lbo rn  H a ll in  Lon­
don, a t w h ich  a representa tive  o f 
the IL P  spoke, in  p ro te s t against 
the suppression. A  le a fle t is be­
in g  w ide ly  c ircu la ted th roughou t 
the m inefie lds, en titled  “ A n  Open 
L e tte r to  the  Y o rksh ire  M iners 
A ssociation; ou r answer to  the 
slanders o f the  president, Joseph 
H a ll. ”  The le a fle t concludes w ith  
the fo llo w in g  proposals:

1. T h a t a special in ve s tig a tin g  
com m ittee be set up by  the M i­
ners C ouncil; 2. T h a t the in ve s ti­
ga tions be conducted in  pub lic ; 
the W IL  o ffe rs  to  place a ll its  
f ile s  and records before th is  com­
m ittee ; 3. T h a t a re p o rt o f the 
in ve s tig a tin g  com m ittee be made 
to  a mass m eeting o f Y o rksh ire  
m iners a t w h ich  H a ll and the edi­
to rs  o f the  A ppea l w i l l  speak.

M eanw hile m il ita n t  m iners are 
ta k in g  up the  f ig h t  aga inst the 
union bureaucrats. In  tw o  sec­
tions, D urham  and R ent, reso lu ­
tions have been presented de­
m anding th a t paid o ffic ia ls  come 
up fo r  election every tw o  years 
w h ich  w i l l  e lim ina te  the  present 
system w h ich places the  bureau­
cra ts  in office fo r  life .  These 
reso lu tions are m eeting  w ith  a 
good reception among o ther lo ­
cals.

HISTORY
REPEATS
ITSELF...

U.S . Bosses In Shanghai Still Do 
Business As Usual with Japanese

(Continued from  page 1)
th a t po licy o f sabotaging supplies to  China, 
wherever i t  o rig ina tes .”

W here  The  “ Sabotage”
O rig ina tes

A ltho ug h  L in  Y u ta n g  d ip lo m a tica lly  does 
no t m ention names, he c lea rly  im p lies where 
the “ po licy o f sabotage”  o rig ina tes : “ T lie  
g re a te r p a rt o f the tra n sp o rt planes sent to 
China were held up and d iverted before 
the y  reached China. The few  bombers th a t 
did raa&h China and pa rtic ip a ted  in  the 
recent bom bing o f H ankow  were taken out 
again and d iverted ‘ to  E g y p t’ . . .

“ Unless an im m ediate o rder be given to 
d iv e rt planes f i ’om Ind ia  to  China, instead 
o f d iv e rtin g  planes fro m  China to  Ind ia , i t  
w il l be too la te  to  send Am erican planes to  
China before the Changsha ba ttle  is o v e r.. . 
The tra n s p o rt planes d ive rte d  to  Ind ia  m ust 
be im m ed ia te ly  d iverted back to  China. . .

“ There m ust be an assurance th a t sup­
plies to China can go th rou gh  Ind ia  before 
there is any use o f asking- fo r  and sending 
more help fro m  the U n ited  States. . .”

D iverted to  E g yp t, to  Ind ia— obviously 
th is  is a charge th a t the  “ sabotage”  o f sup­
plies to China can be la id  a t the doors o f 
the B rit is h . B u t who w i l l  believe th a t the 
B r it is h  took such steps w ith o u t the advance 
knowledge and approval o f the U n ited  
States o ffic ia ls  in  charge of, supplies?

2. China is no t being consulted o r in ­
form ed about the “ grand s tra te g y ”  o f the 
U n ited  N ations in  the  w a r jin  the F a r East.

“ A n y  A llie d  s tra teg y  a ffe c tin g  Ch ina ’s

own v ita l in te rests m ust be planned in  con­
su lta tion  w ith  China,”  L in  Y u ta ng  warns.

“ T7ie M yste rious Secrets''’
“ China m ust be le t  in to  the m ysterious 

secrets o f the ‘A llie d  grand s tra te g y ’ be­
fo re  e ffic ien t cooperation on the p a r t  o f 
China can b r in g  the m ost use fu l resu lts. 
C hiang K ai-shek m ust no t be kep t guessing 
w ha t the A llie d  s tra teg is ts  are o r are not 
go ing to do. There has been exasperating 
waste o f Ch ina ’s s treng th .”

As proof, L in  Y u tang  re fe rs  to  the B u r­
mese cam paign, in  which China wanted to  
pa rtic ip a te  so th a t i t  m ig h t keep the v ita l 
Burm a Road open, bu t which i t  was no t 
pe rm itted  to  do because the B r it is h  au­
th o ritie s  in B urm a refused to supply o il to  
China’s mechanized forces o r to  le t them 
cross the border u n til i t  was too late.

These should no t be m isconstrued as signs 
th a t the A m erican and B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  
w a n t Japan to w in  the w a r in  China. The 
im p e ria lis t a llies o f China w a n t Japan 
defeated, bu t they w ant i t  done in  such a 
way th a t th a t th e ir  own position in  China 
w il l  not be endangered.

They do no t look w ith  fa vo r on the g ro w ­
ing s p ir it  o f na tiona l self-confidence which 
has been m an ifes t since Pearl H a rbo r no t 
on ly in Ind ia  bu t also in  China. T h e ir po licy 
o f keeping China from  becoming too in ­
dependently “ s trong ,”  and thus perhaps be­
com ing an in sp ira tion  fo r  a ll the oppressed 
colonial peoples, is  no t the resu lt o f “ b lun ­
de ring ”  b u t o f th e ir  co ld ly calculated desire 
to  run the w a r in  such a way th a t the 
Chinese governm ent w i l l  become and be

forced to  rep ia in  w h o lly  subservient to  the 
dicta tes o f the im p e ria lis t “ democracies.”

W hat the im p e ria lis ts  contem plate fo r  
China a fte r  th is  “ w a r fo r  dem ocracy”  is 
over is revealed no t on ly  by the news fro m  
Shanghai and the com pla in ts fro m  China, 
bu t also by an ann ive rsa ry  w h ich  was “ ob­
served”  la s t week.

August 29 m arked the one hundredth 
ann iversary  since the T re a ty  o f N ank ing , 
which ended the “ O pium  W a r”  the  B r it is h  
had launched fo r  the purpose o f opening 
China to  fo re ig n  trade and exp lo ita tion . 
F ive  po rts  were opened to  fo re ig n  trade by 
th is  tre a ty , and ou t o f i t  too came the 
system o f e x tra - te rr ito r ia l “ r ig h ts ”  in  these 
ports , under wh ich, the N . Y . T im es adm its, 
“ fo re igners  (A m ericans included) have now 
enjoyed fo r  a f u l l  cen tu ry  special r ig h ts  in 
China which have been h u m ilia t in g  to  th a t 
coun try  and destructive  to  its  sovere ignty.”

On m ahy occasions the Chinese people 
have demanded an end to  e x tra - te rr i­
to r ia lity ;  Since December 7, 1941, these 
demands have increased. The U n ited  States 
and B r ita in  have prom ised th a t the y  w il l  
“ nego tia te”  the question a f te r  the w ar.

The po in t is  th a t th e  areas where these 
“ r ig h ts ”  were employed are no longer in 
the hands o f e ith e r China o r the “ demo­
cracies.”  B u t the B r it is h  and Am erican 
governm ents refuse, even w h ile  the Jap­
anese hold these areas, to  g ive up th e ir  im ­
p e ria lis t p riv ileges in  them . W ha t an in ­
s truc tive  com m entary th is  is  on the A llie d  
cla im s th a t they are fig h tin g  fo r  the in ­
dependence o f C hina!

Only German Revolution 
Can Save Soviet Union

w ith  a shrug : “ N o th in g  can be Rpeak as i f  the fa l l  o f S ta ling rad

“ I f  Stalingrad falls,”  writes the Daily Worker, "we w ill be 
further away from victory than we have ever been.”

The Stalinist sheet tells us what the fa ll of the city would 
mean from a m ilita ry  point of view. H itler w ill succeed, by 
capturing the city, "in  separating the extreme southern Red 
Armies from their comrades in the north. He w ill have cornered 
the Caucasus, w ith  its  r ich  o il 5- 
and m inera l deposits. He w i l l  be 
able to  block the m ost im p o rta n t 
supp ly lines wh ich now connect 
the W estern a llies w ith  the  So­
v ie t U n ion .”

So serious is the s itua tion  th a t 
the S ta lin is t press can no longer 
conceal the whole tru th . I t  is 
compelled to make p a r tia l ad­
missions.

B u t the S ta lin is t flunk ies

done.”
On the o the r hand they are en­

ac ting  measures to  fin e  o r im ­
prison m iners fo r  ta k in g  tim e 
o f f  fro m  w o rk  as a resu lt o f s ick­
ness, m ino r accidents, etc. Y e t 
the governm ent reports  are fo rc ­
ed to ad m it th a t a lthough th is  
so-called “ absenteeism”  has risen 
d u rin g  the  w ar, “ there has also 
been a steady rise in  the num ­
ber o f sh ifts  w orked per wage 
earner; and in  the la s t week fo r  
which s ta tis tics  are availab le  the 
num ber o f  sh ifts  worked was 
5.66, the  h ighest on record.”  O f 
course, no s im ila r measures are 
being contem plated aga inst the 
de liberate sabotage and delays

w i l l  mean on ly  a de lay in  the 
achievement o f fina l v ic to ry  
whereas in  re a lity  i t  w i l l  b ring  
the Soviet U h ion closer to the 
ve ry  b r in k  o f destruction.

There m ig h t have been some 
ju s tifica tio n , before the German 
im p e ria lis t arm ies began th e ir  
present cam paign, in  th in k in g  
th a t the Soviet arm ies could 
achieve v ic to ry  even under 
S ta lin . The tem po ra ry  set-back 
suffe red by H it le r  due to  the 
fierce resistance o f the Red 
A rm y  and the cold o f the w in te r 
w eather gave the S ta lin is t leader­
ship a chance to  boast about the 
defeat o f H it le r  in  1942. They 
s t i l l  in s is t th a t  H i t le r  m ust be

defeated in  1942; they  no longer 
say* however, th a t he w i l l  be 
defeated th is  year.

W ith  the  passing o f each day 
i t  becomes ever c learer th a t the 
Soviet U n ion  w i l l  be saved only 
by a revo lu tion  in  Germany.-

W O R K E R S ’ S T A T E  W IL L  N O T  
B E  S A V E D  B Y  IM P E R IA L IS M

S ta lin  depends upon the arm ies 
o f C h urch ill and Roosevelt. He 
is lean ing on a broken reed.

Do we mean th a t the m il ita ry  
m ig h t o f Eng land and the. U n ited  
States w i l l  be unable to defeat 
H it le r?  We do no t know  the 
answer to  th a t question. W e on ly  
know th a t a m il ita ry  de feat o f 
H it le r  by “ dem ocra tic”  im ­
pe ria lis ts  w ith o u t a w o rk e rs ’ 
revo lu tion  in G erm any cannot 
save the Soviet U n ion  in  the 
sense th a t  every re vo lu tio n a ry  
w o rke r wants i t  saved, in  the 
sense o f saving the foundations 
o f socialism  represented by  the 
nationalized p rope rty .

The S ta lin is t leadership is 
c lam oring  fo r  a second f ro n t  to 
save S ta ling rad  and achieve v ic ­

to ry . R evo lu tionary  M a rx is ts  do 
not support the w a r o f the im ­
p e r ia lis t na tions and the re fo re  
do no t support any p a r t o f it .

A  second f ro n t  m ay o r m ay 
not b r in g  about the defeat o f H it-  
Ie i\ B u t w ith o u t a w o rke rs ’ 
revo lu tion  in  G erm any a defeat 
o f H it le r  by an im p e ria lis t second 
f ro n t  cannot save the  Soviet 
Union.

The s itua tion  has reached a 
stage where, because o f the vast 
destruction  w ro u g h t by  the  Ger­
man arm ies in  the  Soviet U nion, 
S ta lin  m ust depend upon ca p ita l­
is t  E ngland and the U n ited  
States to  save him  and his 
bureaucracy. He depends upon 
them fo r  v ic to ry  aga inst H it le r ;  
he depends upon them  to rebu ild  
the economy o f the Soviet U nion. 
The Soviet U n ion cannot and w ill 
no t be saved by ca p ita lis t 
E ngland and the U n ited  States.

The Soviet U n ion can be saved, 
bu t on ly  by a w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  
in Germ any. The S ta lin is t bure­
aucracy is no t in terested in  such 
a re vo lu tion ; i t  is  fo llo w in g  
policies th a t can on ly  th ro tt le  
the revo lu tion  in  Germ any. The 
S ta lin is t reg im e is u n w illin g  and 
incapable o f spreading re vo lu ­
tio n a ry  socia lis t propaganda 
among the German masses.

N O W  A N D  T H E  L A S T  T IM E
The Soviet w o rkers  are g iv in g

Soviet U n ion. In  the c ity  o f S ta l­
ing rad  the w orkers  have le f t  
th e ir  shops and w ith  arm s in  
hand they  are prepared to  f ig h t 
desperately to  stem the  onrush- 
in g  tide  o f the German im p e ria l­
is t forces.

Jus t as the Red A rm y  and the 
Soviet w orkers fo u g h t in  the 
C iv il W a r to  save T s a rlts in —  
d u rin g  Le n in ’s illness S ta lin  had 
the name o f the c ity  changed to  
S ta lin g ra d — so w i l l  the y  f ig h t 
now. W ith  th is  d iffe rence , th a t 
ih  the C iv il W a r th e y  fo u g h t 
under a leadership th a t pursued 
a po licy  based on the s trugg le  
fo r  socialism  th ro u g h o u t the 
w o rld  w h ile  now the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy is anxious on ly  to 
preserve its  own existence.

Heroism  and self-sacrifice on 
the  p a rt o f the Soviet masses can 
lead to  v ic to ry  and the saving o f 
the Soviet U n ion  on ly  i f  the 
policies fo llow ed by th e ir  govern­
m ent are those pursued by Lenin 
and T ro ts k y  in  the e a rly  days o f 
the Soviet Republic.

The S ta ling rad  w orkers  to ­
ge ther w ith  the whole Soviet 
popu la tion  m ust place the blame 
fo r  th e ir  c r it ic a l s itua tion  where 
i t  belongs— on the shoulders o f 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

To defend the Soviet U n ion  the 
Soviet masses m ust a t the f irs t  
favo rab le  op p o rtu n ity , w ith o u t 
endangering the m il ita ry  s tru g ­
gle  aga inst im peria lism , r id  
themselves o f the bureaucrats 
responsible fo r  the  defeats. They 
m ust re-estab lish th e ir  dem ocratic 
Soviets and ju s t as the y  did in  
the  C iv il W ar, the y  m us t ra ise

everything they have to  save the the banner o f w orld socialism.

By M IL T O N  A L V IN

The great lessons of history 
have apparently had no effect 
upon the British ruling class. 
Like its predecessors, it refuses 
to believe that its day lias come, 
that it  is time to depart and 
leave the management of affairs 
to those who w ill wield the 
power in the interests of the 
toiling m ajority of humanity.

W hen the P aris ian masses 
stormed the palace a t Versailles, 
K in g  Louis X V I ’s queen. M arie 
Anto ine tte , is  reported to have 
sarcastica lly  suggested cake ih  
response to th e ir  demands fo r 
bread. The French court d id  not 
take the rebellion seriously in 
1789. Just some local r io tin g , 
th a t’s a ll. Spectacular en te rta in ­
ment of the roya l courtesans con­
tinued. The n o b ility  of France 
tr ie d  not to see the ha nd -w ritin g  
on the w a ll. E ve ry th in g  remained 
as before fo r them : i t  was on ly 
necessary to scatter the rio ters. 
T W O  G R E A T  R E V O L U T IO N S

B u t the G reat F rench Revolu­
tio n  had begun. The “ r io t in g ”  o f 
the masses o f P aris  was the  
herald o f a new day in h is to ry . 
In  the  next few  years the en tire  
s tru c tu re  o f the old feudal order 
was swept ou t o f France, ta k in g  
w ith  i t  the  ro tte n  reg im e o f the  
Bourbons. The replacem ent o f 
feudal society by c a p ita lis t so­
c ie ty  in  France was in  its  tim e  
the m ost progressive act in  the 
h is to ry  o f m ankind.

S im ila r ly  more than one hun­
dred years la ter, the Russian Czar 
N icholas I I  heading an absolutist 
regime based la rge ly  upon feudal 
and sem i-feudal privileges, was 
deaf to the ru m b lin g  of revo lt. 
When news of the dem onstrations 
in  Petrograd reached h im  a t the 
f ro n t  in  F eb ru a ry  1917, he rep lied  
about the weather plus a few 
words about h is d isappointm ent 
in  one of h is  m in is te rs  who was 
fool enough to  bother h im  w ith  
such tr if le s . B u t once again, great 
h is to rica l events were on the 
threshold. Before the year had 
passed, Russia had gone through 
two revo lu tions, tho second o f 
which f irm ly  established the w o rk ­
ers i l l  power fo r the firs t tim e in  
h is to ry.

H is to ry  does no t repeat its e lf 
in  exactly the same way hut news 
from  ’ In d ia  c le a rly  indicates th a t 
the B r it is h  ru le rs  there are p lay­
in g  the parts  of the  Bourbons 
and Romanovs of, yester-year. 
Culled from  one day’s news dis­
patches in  the N. Y. Times  (Aug. 
30) are (the fo llow ing  item s:
T H E Y  D A N C E  A N D  B E T  AS 
T H E  L IG H T N IN G  SHOWS

“ Stores, and hotels are open in 
Bombay. The F r id a y  n ig h t caba­
re t dance a t the fash ionable b u t 
outmoded T a j M ahal H o te l is  so 
popu lar that, i t  is  necessary to  
make bookings days in  advance 
to  attend. The Poona rac ing  sea­
son also is p rov ing  one o f the  
m ost successful o f recent years.”

A nd m eanw hile:
"A  governm ent communique to ­

day reported tha t s ix  Ind ians were 
k ille d  and th ir ty -e ig h t in ju re d  
when officers fired  in to  a d iso r­
d e rly  crowd around a police s ta ­
tion  in  Patna Province.”

The police today fired a t B r iii-  
dalian, near Lucknow, on a mob 
th a t tr ie d  to a ttack the police sta­
tion  there, i t  was announced to ­
n igh t. One man was k ille d  and 
three in ju re d .”

“ A t  Benares, a crowd o f about 
a thousand was d riven  o ff by the 
police when they tr ied  to a ttack 
ra ilw a y  and police stations. S ix­
teen people were in ju red , fourteen 
of them  seriously.”

“ The B ih a r government today 
issued reports of disturbances in  
various p a rts  o f the province se­
vera l days ago. On August 21 
the police fired on a mob tha t was 
w recking a ra ilw a y  sta tion, k i l l ­
ing  two. Near the same place 
crowds t ry in g  to w reck a ra ilw a y  
em bankm ent were fo rc ib ly  d is­
persed. F ou r persons were k illed  
and three in ju red . There was one 
casualty d u rin g  house searches at 
M ansi.”

"Troops fired on dem onstrators 
su rround ing  P aru  police sta tion  
on A ug . 23. Two people were k i l l ­
ed and three wounded.”

"T he  Exchange Telegraph can­
celled today a d ispatch fro m  In ­
dia i t  had issued e a rlie r declar­
ing  201 persons had been k illed  
and others in ju re d  on F rid a y  
when police fire d  on a mob near 
G orakhpur.”  A ltho ug h  chang ing 
th e ir  s to ry , th e y  do n o t deny th a t 
police shoot in to  Ind ian  ga the r­
ings. The N. Y . T im es d f Sep­
tem ber 2 b lan d ly  captions the 
s to ry  “ Casua lty L is t  Drops 200.”

T h in gs  are q u ie ting  down in 
Ind ia , say the B r it is h  ru le rs . The 
w ish is fa th e r to  the though t. 
The people o f Ind ia  are knocking 
a t the door. The B r it is h  ru lers 
don’t  hear any be tte r than th e ir  
predecessors, b u t the  sounds are 
g ro w in g  louder, s ig n a llin g  the 
com ing destruction  o f the despic­
able ru le  o f im peria lism  in  Ind ia 
and everywhere.

themselves whether i t  is ‘‘v i­
cious.’’

“ The conditions o f the  N egro 
people are fu lly  as bad as they 
«e te  a year ago, and the  N egro 
masses are fu lly  aware o f the 
fac t. They are ready to  take 
up the m ilita n t s tru g g le  where 
i t  was discontinued a year ago 
(when the M arch on W ash ing­
ton wras called o f f .)  T h e ir eag­
erness fo r  action, indeed, is so 
g rea t th a t the N egro misleaders 
dare no t openly counsel them 
to  g ive Up the  s trugg le  fo r  
equal r ig h ts , b u t have to  confine 
themselves to  repea ting  the re ­
fra in  th a t ‘w inn ing  the w ar 
m ust come f ir s t ,  arid we m ust 
no t do an y th in g  to in te rfe re  
w ith  the prosecution o f the  w a r.’ 
The Negro masses are no t in ­
terested in in te r fe r in g  w ith  the 
prosecution o f the w ar, bu t fo r  
them w in n in g  the s trugg le  
against J im  Crowism  comes 
‘ f i r s t ’ because they know w hat 
is go ing to  be th e ir  lo t  i f  tho  
w a r against the  A x is  is won 
w h ile  the w ar aga inst Jim  
Crow ism  is los t.”

The S ta lin is ts  don’t  lik e  to 
have the Negro people to ld  the 
tru th  about the Negro leaders 
who don’t dare to come out open­
ly  and fu lly  w ith  th e ir  Uncle 
Tom policies. The reason is 
th a t the S ta lin is ts  belong in  the 
same category as these war-tim e 
Uncle Toms.

England decisive ly proves:
1. T ha t B r it is h  coal k ings are 

de libera te ly  sabotaging produc­
tion  to  m a in ta in  h igh rates o f 
p ro f it ;

2. T h a t the  C h urch ill govern­
m ent and its  Labor P a rty  lac­
keys are in  open a lliance w ith  the 
coal k in g s ;

3. T h a t widespread discontent 
resu ltin g  in  sporadic s trikes p re­
va ils  in  the m ine fie lds ;

4. T h a t the “ Socia lis t Appea l”  
is the on ly  w orkers ’ paper to  ac­
tiv e ly  support the m iners ’ s tru g ­
gles and provide them  w ith  a 
f ig h t in g  p ro g ra m : N a tiona lize  
the m ines and operate them un­
der w orkers ’ c o n tro l!

5. T h a t as a resu lt o f the ex­
posures carried  by the “ Socia lis t 
A ppea l”  a fram eup was trum ped 
up aga inst i t  and w ide ly featured 
in  a cam paign by the reaction­
a ry  press;

6. S ta lin is ts  and libe ra ls  jo ined 
in  the fram eup cam paign; on ly i 
the 1LP has declared so lid a rity  I 
w ith  the “ A ppea l”  which is v ig ­
orously con tinu ing  the f ig h t  
against the treacherous m ihefs ’ 
leaders and f in d in g  support 
among im p o rta n t sections o f 
m iners.

A R T IF IC IA L  C O A L
SHORTAGE

A f te r  the fa l l  o f France, the 
B r it is h  m arke t fo r  coal in  Europe 
disappeared and the best produc­
ing p its  in South W ales and D u r­
ham were closed. Throughou t 
the m ine fie ld  the coal k ings 
closed up the m ost productive 
seams and a t the same tim e  sab­
otaged the proposal to  ra tio n  
coal. They were determ ined to  
m a in ta in  th e ir  p ro fits  a t a ll costs.

Stocks o f coal w h ich  were ac­
cum ulated d u rin g  the production 
peak were eaten up. A n  a r t if ic ia l 
shortage was in troduced to  force 
the se lling  price o f coal up to 
the m axim um . T h e ir aim  was to 
preserve the  same dividends on 
the basis o f lo w e r w tp t f ta

The governm ent has m et the 
problem  o f the  chaos in  the  m ine 
in d u s try  by  proposals th a t p re­
serve in ta c t the present cris is  o f 
ca p ita lis t m ism anagem ent and 
sabotage. P ro fits  are to  be m a in ­
ta ined a t least on th e ir  present 
level.

Coal ro y a lty  owners are to  be 
bought ou t fo r  the sum o f 66,- 
450,000 pounds, a g i f t  equivalent 
to  the am ount w h ich  would be 
pa id ou t in  roya ltie s  on the basis 
o f a h igh  level production fo r  the 
next 15 years!

The W h ite  Paper o u tlin in g  gov­
ernm ent po licy proposes certa in  
res tr ic tio ns  on the present cap­
ita l is t  m anagem ent bu t in  es­
sence m atte rs  are le f t  where they 
were. Says the W h ite  Paper:

“ I t  is  undesirable th a t the  con­
tro lle rs  (the  governm ent’s rep re ­
sentatives) should be burdened 
w ith  the de ta ils  o f day-to-day 
m anagem ent o f the  p its . T h is  
w i l l  be le ft ,  as i t  is  today in  the 
hands o f the m anagers who w ill 
continue to  be servants o f the 
owners. . .”

A  jo in t  board o f m iners, gov­
ernment. and owners is to  be set 
up to  “ con tro l”  the in dus try , 
leav ing  the  m iners no t on ly  in  
a m in o r ity  b u t represented by 
trade  union leaders who w o rk  
hand in  glove w ith  the  m ine op­
era tors and the governm ent.

M IN E R S  LO T  W O R SEN ED
M eanwhile E ng land ’s coal d ig ­

gers have been pa y in g  w ith  low 
wages, unem ploym ent and w re tch 
ed conditions fo r  c a p ita lis t m is ­
managem ent and swollen p ro fits  
to stockholders. Over 100,000 
m iners were cast on the  dole o r 
driven ou t o f the  in dus try . So 
low  arc the wages in  the coal 
in du s try  th a t between A p r i l 1940 
and A p r i l 1941 62,000 young
m iners jo ined the armed forces 
in preference to  l iv in g  on the 
dole o r w o rk in g  in the  mines.

Casualties among m iners have 
increased to  1,000 a year since 
the w a r began. The governm ent 
reports  adm it these d read fu l con­
d itions bu t tu rn  aw ay fro m  them
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers, financed 

by the government, but under control 
of the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by tfie gov­
ernment but controlled by the trade 
unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers 
drafted into the army.

3. Full equality for Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. For a rising scale of wages to meet the 
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern­
ment.

A  Basic Truth
Every once in a while things slip out. Such 

was the case with a remark made last May by 
the British Stalinist hack, Harry Pollitt, and re­
printed in this country by James S. Allen in the 
August 28 D aily  Worker.

Arguing for a second front, Pollitt blurted out 
an undeniable truth, namely, that British strategy 
is confined to “ helping Russia to survive.’’

Thus the Stalinists admit, in an unguarded mo­
ment and for their own reasons, a fact which we 
Trotskyists have been hammering away at ever 
since the beginning of the German-Soviet war. 
Churchill does not want a victory of the USSR 
over Hitler. He wants the workers’ state to keep 
H itle r occupied until the “ democratic’’ imperial­
ists are in position to crush Germany, and he 
wants the workers’ state bled so white in the 
process that it w ill be an easy prey for the “ demo­
cratic”  imperialists.

The irreconcilable antagonism between imperial­
ism and the nationalized property of the Soviet 
Union has not been resolved by the war. The im­
perialists are as determined as ever to open the 
territories of the Soviet Union to capitalist exploit­
ation. Only those who understand this are able 
to really defend the workers’ state.

But it is precisely these truths which the Stalin­
ist leaders hide from their members and support­
ers. In recent weeks our correspondents from New 
York and Chicago have remarked on a growing 
feeling of fu tility  and demoralization on the part 
of rank and file Stalinists. I f  this is so, it need 
occasion no surprise. Told over and over that the 
USSR can be saved only by the “ democratic”  
imperialists, and seeing with their own eyes that 
the imperialists are not at all interested in saving 
the USSR, it is no wonder that these rank and file 
workers are gloomy about the future of the work­
ers’ state.

And if  American rank and file Stalinists are 
demoralized by Stalin's policy, is it  not reason­
able to conclude that this policy has had the same 
disastrous effects, only multiplied many times, on 
large sections of the Soviet masses, who are so 
much more immediately affected by the Krem lin’s 
crimes?

Stalin’s course has led only to defeats. In time 
that -course can lead to a general demoralization 
of the Soviet masses. Such a catastrophe can be 
prevented only if  the Soviet masses are given a 
different program, which w ill show them that they 
have many real and powerful allies, the workers 
of the world, and which w ill arouse those allies 
to save the USSR. That is the program of T ro t­
skyism.

Vargas-Dictator
A lly  O f U. S.

The entrance of Brazil into the war was the 
occasion for an orgy of hypocrisy which has not 
been matched in many months.

Brazil’s action was asserted to have hastened 
the “ victory of freedom over oppression.”  This 
was said by President Roosevelt.

In the chorus of acclaim the Stalinist voice

UAW Heads Ask FDR To 
Force General Wage Cut

By JOSEPH ANDREW S

Top leaders of the UAW-CIO went to Washington on Aug. 
28 to ask President Roosevelt to act to enforce by decree the 
abolition o f overtime pay for weekends and holidays in all war 
industry. The union committee included R. J. Thomas, George 
F. Addes, Walter Reuther and Richard T. Frankensteen.

The UAW  leaders based th e ir®— <--------------------------------------------------
demand upon the action o f the 
UAW  convention recently con­
cluded in  Chicago, wh ich adopted 
a reso lu tion dem anding th a t the 
UAW  agreement to waive the pre­
m ium  pay be nu llified  unless i t  
was un ive rsa lly  applied by Sep­
tember ?.

This, reso lu tion was proposed 
and supported by the leadership, 
and pu t across a fte r a prolonged 
debate. The demand of many 
UAW  delegates was th a t the over­
tim e pay w a ive r be im m edia te ly  
rescinded.

The fu ll im p lica tions of the re­
so lu tion as passed have now be­
come evident. I t  means th a t the 
U A W  leadership gives endorse­
ment to, and asks for. government 
coercion of the labor movement

In  asking Roosevelt to a rb itra r ily  
apply the abo lition  of prem ium  
pay un iversa lly , they are propos­
ing  a forced wage cut.

These UAW  offic ia ls, who today 
propose governm ent enforcement 
o f the overtim e waiver, o r ig in a lly  
based th e ir  whole campaign to sell 
the overtim e w a iver to the rank 
and file  on the proposition tha t 
unless the un ion  v o lu n ta r ily  su r­
rendered week-end and holiday 
pay, the governm ent would take it  
away by law.

Now these same leaders are the 
exponents o f ju s t the kind of 
governmental compulsion they 
warned against in  the past.

A  DANGEROUS PRECEDENT
T h is  step sets a dangerous prec-

That O ld Time Religion
The London correspondent o f the P ittsburgh Courier 

recently sent tha t paper a copy of an in teresting statement 
adopted by leaders of the (w hite) Dutch Reformed Church 
in the Union o f South A frica . In  th a t country there has ■ 
been some discussion about the advisability o f arm ing the 
native people in the event of an invasion o f South A frica  
by the Axis. The contribution of th is church to this dis­
cussion was the fo llow ing resolution;

“ The principle o f arm ing non-Europeans is contrary to  the 
constitution and principles o f the Word o f God, which is based* 
on social separateness and the principles o f trusteeship) on the 
part of Europeans against non-Europeans.

“ The arm ing of non-Europeans would be contrary to  the 
best traditions o f the A frikane r people. The policy o f Christian 
governments in  the Union, when involved in  war, has always 
been to use the services o f natives and colored races in sub­
ordinate and menial capacities.

“ This whole church admits tha t i t  is the duty o f every 
Christian citizen to arm himself in  defense o f his country should 
there be unmistakable signs o f threatened danger, but warns 
the government against the proposal to arm non-Europeans.

“ The unhappy results o f the government’s announcement 
are already to be discerned in the disrespectful attitude o f na­
tives toward Europeans and European women.

“ The church urgently asks the government not to give any 
native or colored person control over firearm s or o f lig h t or 
heavy a rtille ry , and to make an early statement in  th is con­
nection.

“ The government should see tha t non-Europeans w ill be 
used only in subordinate and menial capacities.”

edent w h ich  can be used by Roos­
evelt to make fu r th e r  inroads on 
the r ig h ts  and independence of 
the un ion movement. By begging 
fo r governm ent enforcement upon 
a ll unions of the prem ium  pay 
waiver, the U A W  offic ia ls are g iv ­
ing  Roosevelt the best ground­
w o rk  possible fo r governm ent en­
forcement by decree of wage freez­
ing, abo lition  o f a ll overtim e pay. 
extension of the w o rk  week, etc.

The argum ent used by the UAW  
leaders in  dem anding tha t Roos­
evelt abolish prem ium  pay u n i­
ve rsa lly  was tha t men were leav­
ing  UAW  plants where no pre­
m ium  pay is paid to  go to w ork 
in  p lan ts which s t i l l  paid extra  
fo r  week-end and ho liday work. 
T h is  same type o f argum ent could 
be used by Roosevelt to a rb it ra r ily  
freeze a ll wages a t a low  level, 
to prevent workers from  m oving 
from  one p lan t to another in 
search of decent wages.

The UAW  leadership, moreover, 
de libera te ly m isled the UAW  
membership in to  be liev ing tha t 
t lie  sacrifice o f prem ium  pay 
would be followed by "equal sacri­
fices”  by the employers o f th e ir  
pro fits  and h igh salaries. This, it  
is obvious, lias no t been the case. 
P rofits  have been and s t i l l  are in ­
creasing, fo r  a ll the b ig  corpora­
tions engaged in w ar production.

T h is  tim e the Thomas-Reuth- 
er-Frankensteen-Addes leadership 
have not even demanded the fraud 
of "equal sacrifices,”  bu t th a t the 
governm ent step in  and take pre­
m ium  pay away from  a ll workers. 
T h is  is the end resu lt of th e ir 
“ equal sacrifice" program .
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could also be heard. The D aily Worker editorial­
ly welcomed “ the people and government ( !)  of 
Brazil as a belligerent ally in the peoples’ war of 
liberation against Axis tyranny.”

I f  Brazil is going to fight for freedom and 
against oppression and tyranny, an excellent place 
to start would be right within Brazil, against the 
dictator Getulio Vargas, who is the government 
of the country.

In 1930 Vargas became president of Brazil. He 
has been “ president”  ever since. He abolished the 
constitution. He dissolved the Congress. He de­
clared himself president for life. He has even 
decreed who is to succeed him after his death.

Free speech is non-existent in Brazil; there is 
no free press; no elections— neither free nor other­
wise. Above all, Vargas has crushed the trade 
union movement and the working class political 
parties, including the Stalinist party. The move­
ment of the Fourth International, of course, exists 
under conditions of extreme terror.

Living conditions for the workers are among 
the worst in the world. An agrarian laborer earns 
as little  as 5 cents a day. An unskilled industrial 
worker averages between 60 and 75 cents a day. 
Top wages for skilled workers are less than $1.20 
a day.

It can be easily seen that Brazil is a totalitarian 
dictatorship, not a democracy in any sense of the 
word. As a matter of fact, Vargas has the honesty 
not to call his country a “ democracy” as do other 
South American dictators. He calls it a corporative 
state. Ita ly  is also a corporative state.

When France fell in June 1940, and when he 
thought H itler and Mussolini would be victorious, 
Vargas made a speech clearly lining himself up 
with the fascist powers. A t the time many who 
now praise him as a fighter against oppression 
and tyranny denounced him as a fascist.

But England held out and the United States 
entered the war. The United States is Brazil’s best 
customer. The United States is the source of huge 
sums of capital which are now flooding into the 
country, attracted by the super-profits to be de­
rived from the exploitation of the oppressed Brazil­
ian workers.

The Brazilian ruling class upon the basis of this 
dollar and cents proposition decided to enter the 
war on the side of the United Nations.

These economic factors, not ideology, is what is 
decisive in the line-up of the capitalist powers in 
the war.

When the government of Brazil, alias Getulio 
Vargas, entered the war on the side of the Allies 
on August 23, this was proved once again.

British Daily 
Worker Ban Lifted

The British government last week fina lly  lifted 
the ban on the Daily Worker, organ of the British 
Stalinists.

The paper was suppressed since January, 1941. 
Since then a considerable number of non-Stalinist 
trade unionists in Britain protested the ban, and 
called on the government to l i f t  it. The recent 
Labor Party convention took the same position. 
I;or most of these workers’ organizations, it  was a 
question of the freedom of the press, and they 
raised it in that light.

But for the government —  both the Tories and 
their Labor Party colleagues —  no question of 
freedom of the press was involved. A ll that in­
terested them was the answer to the simple ques­
tion ; W ill our decision in this matter help or 
hinder our efforts to keep the British masses in 
line behind our policies?

It  was in this spirit alone that the government 
decided to permit the D aily  Worker to resume 
publication, just as it was in this spirit alone that 
they decided to suppress it last year.

In January 1941 the British Communist Party 
— following Stalin’s line of covering up the crimes 
of his pact partner, H itler —  was calling on the 
masses to oppose Brita in ’s imperialist war. A l­
though the Stalinists were largely discredited as a 
result of their zig-zag policies, they were neverthe­
less able to crystallize a certain amount of oppo­
sition to the anti-labor crimes of the British gov­
ernment. It was for this reason that the ban was 
imposed.

Since then, since the German attack on the So­
viet Union, the Stalinists have become the most 
servile supporters of Churchill and Co. During 
the period when the masses as a whole are moving 
leftward, the Stalinists have assumed the task of 
maintaining the government’s prestige in the labor 
movement. Whenever m ilitan t strikers are to be 
attacked, whenever reactionary policies are to be 
defended in the unions, whenever Tory candidates 
for office need support against working class can­
didates, the Stalinists can be depended on to do 
the d irty  wbrk. It is for this reason that the ban 
has been lifted.

The government did not even pretend that its 
decision last week was motivated by considera­
tions of democratic rights. Instead, it warned the 
Stalinist lackeys that the ban could be and would 
be reimposed i f  they again printed matter attack­
ing the government or its policies.

Legalization of the Indian C.P., lifting  the ban 
on the British D aily Worker, talk of legalizing 
the Canadian Stalinist party —  the British gov­
ernment is w illing to take even these steps i f  they 
w ill help to disorient and straitjacket the masses. 
But at the same time it cannot help expressing both 
its contempt for the Stalinists and its disregard of 
all concepts of democracy.

Geo-politics Offers 
New Myths For Old
A M E R IC A ’S S T R A T E G Y  IN  W O R LD  P O L I- Europe, and is a t present f ig h tin g  Japan, the

T IC S, bv N icholas John Spykm an. H a rcou rt, is land sea power s tand ing between the U n ited
Brace and Company, New Y o rk . 500 pages. States and A s ia ‘ Spykm an believes th a t W ash-

ing ton  w i l l  have to  change th is  po licy, and he 
states th a t Am erican cap ita lism  w i l l  soon have 

Recognizing th a t the “ social m y ths ”  o f bourge- more to fea r fro m  a re juvenated China than fro m
ois democracy “ have los t much o f th e ir  e ffec- Japa" ’ U nquestionab ly a p o w e rfu l segment o f

„  _  „ _ , , , , . the A m erican c a p ita lis t class believes the same
tiveness, P rofessor Spykm an believes th a t  w h a t thing> w h ich  helps to  exp la in  the  State D cp a rt.

is required is a “ re in te rp re ta tio n  and reconstruc- men t ’s “ con tra d ic to ry ”  policies in  the F a r East,
t io n ”  o f the m yths. Th is the S te rling  professor
o f in te rna tiona l re la tions  a t Yale U n iv e rs ity  S a m e  O ld  W o r l d  A f t e r  t h e  W a r
aspires to create th rough  his “ geo-po litica l W ha t so rt o f new w o rld  does the school o f
s tudy.”  A m erican geo-politics prom ise w i l l  emerge fro m

Whereas M arx ism  (and a ll h is to ry ) teaches ^  Second W o rld  War, i f  on ly  the U n ited  States
t h a t  the domestic and fo re ig n  policies o f a na tion Is v ,c tonous ? Is  i t  a fu tu re  w o rth  labo r s f ig h tin g
are determ ined by the class re la tionsh ips w ith in  01 an ,01
the nation , Spykm an’s “ geo-po litics”  teaches th a t AU tb a t Spykm an can envisage is the same
physica l environm ent and geography determ ine old w o r' d o f power po litics, ha lf-c lo thed  in  geo-

, __. p o litica l verbiage. 4 I t  m ust be remembered th a t
^ , .  . _, , _ , , the end o f a w a r is no t the end o f the  power

Thus Spykm an w ould hold, and he does hold, s tru g g lc . . . l t  w i l l  bc im m ed ia te ly  resumed by
th a t the Soviet un ion  today has the same fo re ig n  o ther means ”
po licy as th a t pursued by P ete r the  G reat— be- TT ,

£ -n . , i . , . He considers the various pa tte rns in  whichcause, you see, o f Russia s physica l environm ent. _ _ ,, F
Geo-politics is no science a t a ll, bu t on ly  an- the w orld  ucan fal1 a fte r  th ,e w a r ‘ W orld  fed c ra '

o ther lite ra ry  device o f the c a p ita lis t class, a turn (w h ich  requires socia lism  as an economic
concept and a vocabulary, w ith  w h ich  they  seek ba8e) he dismisses m one parag raph , because
, . , . v  j  ., the people who have the m ost progressive ideasto mask and to  ju s t i fy  im peria lism  and its  wars. , y  , .

I f  we s t i l l  consider th is  book m erits  a tten tion , about tbe problem  ° f  peace »re seldom the ones
i t  is because Spykm an is much fra n k e r than  the ln posl Ions 0 po 1 ica Pow er-
S tate D epartm ent, and expresses several in te res t- A m e rica n -B ritish  hegemony he re jects be­
ing  ideas held by h ig h  circ les in  W ashington. cause “ i t  w ould in e v ita b ly  create a counter­

a lliance by the g re a t land powers.”
P o le m ic  A g a in s t  I s o la t i o n i s t s  “ A  European federa tion ,”  he fra n k ly  states, “ is

A m erica ’s S tra tegy  In  W orld  P o litics  is in  no t a power conste lla tion th a t the U n ited  States
essence a polem ic aga inst the iso la tio n is t w ing  should encourage.”  He believes the U n ited  States
o f the cap ita lis ts , calculated to  prove th a t the sh° uld continue its  po licy  o f ba lkan iz ing  Europe.
New W orld  could never surv ive  a G ennan-Jap- A s to  A s ia ’ he fea rs  th a t the rea l th re a t to
anese v ic to ry  because o f the m any-sided c o n flic t W ashington and W a ll S tree t w i l l  come no t fro m
between South and N o rth  A m erica, the depen- Japan b u t. f r ^  “ a m odern, v ita lized  and m ili-
dency o f the New  W orld  on E urasia  fo r  s tra teg ic  tanze  ina.
w a r m ate ria ls  and expo rt m arke ts, and the d if-  The ve ry  best so lu tion he can propose is a
f ic u lty  fo r  the U n ited  States o f defending th a t precarious balance o f power between Europe, A sia
zone o f South A m erica fa ll in g  below the bulge an^ N o rth  A m erica, a p rogram  which he adm its
o f B ra z il. “ does no t prom ise the end o f in te rn a tio n a l s t r ife ”

The m ost valuable section o f the book is th a t bu t “ accepts the fa c t th a t the re  w i l l  a lw ays bc 
ana lyz ing  the economic re la tionsh ips o f the c o n fllc t ’ and th a t w a r wil1 rem a in  a necessary
L a tin  A m erican countries to  each other, and to  ’ nstru m e n t in the preservation o f power. An
the U n ited  States. Here is no pretense th a t the eq u ilib rium  o f forces in he ren tly  unstable, always 
m il ita ry  d ic ta torsh ips to  the South are “ s is te r ^ ' f t i n g ,  always changing, is c e rta in ly  no t an
repub lics,”  bu t instead a recogn ition  o f the in - ' dcal powei‘ p a tte rn  fo r  an in te rna tiona l society,
soluble con trad ic tions th a t ex is t between Yankee B u t • • ’ ] t  18 an “ dispensable d e m en t o f an in ­
im peria lism  and its  L a tin  Am erican v ic tim s . te rna tiona l o rder based on independent states

_ , , ( th a t is, on cap ita lism — J. E . ) . 1 The school of
Spykm an po in ts ou t a geo-po litica l con trad ic- geo.po litics  is  as b a n k ru p t as are a ll the o ther

t.on in  W ash ing ton s fo re ig n  p o licy : the  govern- &ms to  m a in ta in the c a p ita lis t w orld ,
m ent supports Eng land, the is land sea power
which stands between the U n ited  States and Reviewed by Jack Ranger

Britain In India- 
From World W ar I 
To World W ar II

By H O W A R D  A L L E N  ...j—— -Ji—i

M any w orkers th in k  th a t when the w a r is over, 
England w i l l  g ive In d ia  its  freedom  i f  the  A x is  is 
beaten. M ost o f these w orkers, u n fo rtu n a te ly , are no t 
acquainted w ith  the h is to ry  o f B r it is h  ru le  in  Ind ia . 
W holehearted ly fo r  In d ia ’s independence themselves, 
they do no t rea lize w hy B r it is h  im p e ria lism  refuses 
to le t go o f Ind ia . They accept C h urch ill's  “ a fte r-th e - 
w a r prom ises”  as good coin.

D u rin g  W orld  W a r I,  m any “ a fte r-th e -w a r 
prom ises”  were also made, b u t E ng land did no t 
surrender its  p o lit ic a l con tro l over Ind ia . In  sp ite  o f 
the fa c t th a t Ind ian  na tiona lis ts  o f every shade o f 
op in ion ra llie d  to  the governm ent in  the  be lie f th a t 
the w a r was being fo u g h t fo r  freedom  and dem o-, 
cracy, th e ir  lo y a lty  was repaid w ith  an even harsher 
repression than they  had su ffe red  before. T h is  f irs t  
“ w a r to save dem ocracy”  was fo llow ed by  the R o w la tt 
A c t o f 1919 w hich empowered the B r it is h  to  lock up 
w ith o u t t r ia l  anyone they d is liked, and fo r  as long as 
they pleased.

The h is to ry  o f the B r it is h  in  Ind ia  since the f irs t  
W orld  W ar should o ffe r  convincing p ro o f th a t the 
prom ises made by C hurch ill and C ripps are no basis 
fo r  hoping th a t Ind ia  w i l l  ge t its  independence w ith ­
out fig h tin g  fo r  it .

Post-W ar Repressions
A f te r  W orld  W a r I  the re  occurred w ide-spread 

up ris in g  aga inst the unsupportable e xp lo ita tion  and 
s ta rva tion  o f the Ind ian  masses. In  Bengal the re  was 
a no -tax cam paign am ong the  peasantry o f the 
M idnaporc d is tr ic t;  in  the Pun jab, the S ikh  peasants 
rose; in South Ind ia  the  M oplah rebe llion  too k  place. 
The v is its  o f the Duke o f Connaught and o f  the 
Prince o f W ales were everywhere boycotted. The 
non-cooperation movement s ta rted  by Gandhi spread 
a ll over the country .

In  spite o f the fa c t th a t there was then no a lib i 
o f  a threatened Japanese invasion the B r it is h  no t on ly  
did no t g ra n t Ind ia  independence, they  ja ile d  thous­
ands o f dem onstra to rs; Gandhi h im self.—a lthough he 
had a lready called o f f  the non-cooperation movem ent 
— was sentenced to s ix  years. A nd w ith  ty p ic a l im ­
p e r ia lis t business acumen. . . the s a lt ta x  was doubled!

A ga in  in 1930, processions, public m eetings, demon­
stra tions, p icke ting , boycotts and o ther peaceful 
m anifesta tions o f In d ia ’s demand fo r  independence 
occurred th rou gh ou t the country . A ga in , the  B r it is h  
attacked the dem onstrators, suppressed newspapers, 
seized bank accounts, confiscated p ro pe rty . They 
arrested over 100,000 people and p u t them  in  con­
cen tra tion  camps. T h e ir police charged peaceful 
crowds o f men, women and ch ild ren beating  them  w ith  
long heavy iron-w e igh ted  clubs. T h e ir troops fired 
po in t-b lank in to  assemblies th a t did no t disperse fa s t 
enough.

In  Peshawar hundreds o f helpless persons were shot 
and k illed  a t th a t tim e  despite the heroic m u tin y  o f 
the G arw ha lis  R ifles  who said: “ W e w i l l  no t shoot 
our unarmed bro thers. You m ay blow  us fro m  the
guns i f  you lik e ” — a relerence to  the ancient B r it is h  
m anner o f dea ling  w ith  rebellious Ind ians; ty in g  them 
to the m outh o f cannons.

O f th is  Peshawar massacre, the Ind ian  D a ily  M a il 
o f M ay 10, 1930 reported a B r it is h  o ffice r as say ing ; 
“ We ta u g h t the b ligh te rs  a lessons. . . O ur fe llow s 
stood there shooting down the ag ita to rs  and leaders 
who were pointed out to them by the police. . . I t  
was a case o f continuous shooting.”

A bout a s im ila r  a f fa ir  a t Sholapur, a young E ng lish  
so ld ier said, “ M y Gawd, s ir, our fe llow s d idn ’t  h a lf 
to r tu re  them  natives. They stripped ’em naked and 
b u rn t ’em a ll over w ith  ligh te d  c igare ttes t i l l  they  
shouted lik e  blue ru in . A nd the y  cracked open th e ir  
heads as soon as look a t you.”  (The W h ite  Sahibs in  
Ind ia , by Reginald Reynolds, pp. 344.)

T he  1 9 3 5  G ove rnm en t O f In d ia  A c t
In  an e f fo r t  to stem the r is in g  tide  o f m ilita n c y , 

the B r it is h  P a rliam en t in 1935 passed the Governm ent 
o f Ind ia  A c t which embodied a con s titu tion  fo r  Ind ia . 
U nder th is  con s titu tion  9 ou t o f every 10 people arc 
excluded fro m  the franch ise , based on p ro p e rty  and 
educational qua lifica tions — li t t le  m ore than 35 m il­
lion  ou t o f about 400 m illio n  people have the r ig h t  
to vote.

“ The m ost curious fea tu re  o f a ll in  the 1935 con­
s titu tio n  is th is ,”  says K . S. She lvankar in  The 
Problem ’o f Ind ia , “ a lthough the Federal Le g is la tu re  
is as undem ocratic as one can im agine a le g is la tu re  
to be; a lthough cap ita lis ts  and landloH is are in  f u l l  
contro l o f one chamber, and fo rm  the predom inant 
elem ent in the o th e r; a lthough the representatives o f 
the princes cons titu te  the la rge s t single bloc in  both; 
a lthough, in  short, i t  is an em inen tly  safe, respectable 
and reac tiona ry  body, i t  has ye t ve ry  l i t t le  power.”

This 'cons titu tion  w h ich  was supposed to  g ive 
Ind ians “ se lf-governm ent”  doesn’t  p e rm it the le g is ­
la tu re  to handle such m atters  as defense, fo re ign  
re lations, reg u la tion  o f cred it, currency, exchange, 
ra ilw a ys , m il ita ry  expenditures, in te res t on pub lic  
debt, salaries, pensions, etc.

The cons titu tion  is however calculated to  s t ir  up 
and m a in ta in  a m axim um  o f re lig iou s  and ra c ia l s tr ife  
by d iv id ing  the electorate up in to  groups o f Sikhs, 
Mohammedans, H indus, etc. The con s titu tion  is also 
calculated to continue the power o f the a n t i­
dem ocratic, au tocra tic  Ind ian Princes and th e ir  600 
despotica lly ru led states.

“ The s itua tions o f these feu da to ry  States,”  said 
Professor Rushbrook W illia m s  in  the E ven ing 
Standard, M ay 28th, 1930, “ checkerboard ing a ll Ind ia  
as they do, are a g re a t safeguard. I t  is lik e  estab lish­
ing  a vast ne tw ork  o f fr ie n d ly  fortresses in  debatable 
te r r ito ry . I t  would be d if f ic u lt  fo r  a general rebe llion  
against the B r it is h  to  sweep Ind ia  because o f th is  
ne tw ork  o f pow erfu l, lo ya l N a tive  States.”  (Quoted 
in  Reynold’s book.)

As tru e  today as when he w ro te  them  in  the N . Y . 
T ribune  o f A ug us t 8, 1853, are the words o f K a r l 
M a rx : “ The Ind ians w i l l  no t reap the f r u its  o f the 
new elements o f society scattered among them  by the 
B r it is h  bourgeoisie t i l l  in  G reat B r ita in  its e lf  the 
now ru lin g  classes sha ll have been supplanted by the 
in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t, o r t i l l  the Ind ians themselves 
shall have g row n  s trong  enough to  th ro w  o f f  the  
E ng lish  yoke a ltoge the r.”


