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Three Years O f  
W orld W ar II

______________________ By A . R O L A N D ----------------------------------------

H u m an ity  has endured three bloody, fa te fu l years o f the 
second W orld  W ar. The end o f the w a r is s t i l l  cloaked in  the 
in d e fin ite  fu tu re . I f  continued in the same m anner under the 
leadership o f im peria lism , th is  w a r bids f a i r  to  la s t fa r  beyond 
the fo u r  years du ra tion  o f the f i r s t  W o rld  W ar.

The. w orkers  and to ile rs  whose lives are being expended on 
a ll the ba ttle fie lds , owe i t  to themselves to  judge a ll the forces 
a t w o rk  in  the w ar. They owe i t  to  themselves to  s tudy a ll the 
lessons o f the past, p a rtic u la r ly  o f the f i r s t  W o rld  W ar, o f how 
th a t w a r ended.

There are m any pa ra lle ls  between the tw o w o rld  con flic ts . 
T h is  w ar, lik e  the las t one, is being fo u g h t on the  p a r t  o f  the 
b ig  c a p ita lis t powers fo r  the sake o f im p e r ia lis t dom ination  o f 
the en tire  w orld . The second W o rld  W a r is in  th is  sense, de­
sp ite  the d ifferences in the line-up o f forces, the con tinua tion  o f 
the f ir s t .  N ow  as then, the question fo r  cap ita lism  is, who sha ll 
own the r ich  colon ia l spoils?

B u t there  are d iss im ila ritie s  too, some w h ich  stem  d ire c tly  
fro m  the h is to ry  o f  the f i r s t  im p e ria lis t w o rld  s trugg le . B oth  
camps in  th a t w a r s tarted  as ou t-and-ou t im p e ria lis ts , bent on 
em pire. B u t {he th ird  year, 1917, saw a greaft change. Russian 
Czarism  collapsed under the blows o f the K a ise r’s arm ies. T h a t 
collapse b rough t the Russian w orkers on the arena o f h is to ry . 
They had no desire fo r  spoils and conquests. They wanted an 
end to  the w a r in  a w ay favorab le  to  the w o rke r^  o f the whole 
w orld .

E ffe c ts  o f  the O ctobe r R e v o lu tio n
The October Revolu tion occurred in  the ve ry  m ids t o f the 

g reat W orld  W ar. The A llie s  raised a g re a t ou tc ry  aga inst the 
Russian w orkers , ca llin g  th e ir  Bolshevik leaders be trayers who 
were g iv in g  aid to the K aiser aga inst the A llie s . B u t in  the 
end i t  was the Russian ^Revolution th a t assured the dow n fa ll o f 
the  K a iser and his generals. Indeed, the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  
proved too tough a n u t to crack no t o n ly  fo r  German, bu t fo r  
A llie d  im peria lism  as w e ll.

The beg inn ing o f the fo u rth  fa te fu l year o f the W o rld  W ar 
finds Soviet Russia in the m ost te rr ib le  p lig h t in  its  h is to ry . The 
existence o f the Soviet U n ion  is endangered in  the extrem e by 
the fa c t th a t the co rru p t S ta lin is t bureaucracy is to ta l ly  incapa­
ble o f conducting the w a r in  a revo lu tiona ry , w ork ing-c lass m an­
ner. S ta lin is t resp on s ib ility  fo r  the present pos ition  o f the USSR 
reaches back to  the policies pursued by the S ta lin is t clique when 
H it le r  Was pe rm itted  to  take power unchallenged. B u t more 
im m edia te ly , the S ta lin is ts  are responsible fo r  g iv in g  H it le r  
a free  hand to  conquer m ost o f Europe before he decided th a t 
i t  was tim e  to invade the Soviet Union. The S ta lin -H itle r  pact 
produced the present desperate s itua tion . A nd  today, in  the 
ho u r o f g ravest cris is , S ta lin  refuses to  appeal to  the  German 
w o rkers  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  aga inst H it le r !

Y e t ce rta in  fac to rs  m ust be reckoned more favo rab le  to  the 
p ro le ta r ia t in  th is  second W o rld  W ar. The Red A rm y , in  spite 
o f the crass leadership o f S ta lin , defends staunch ly the  f i r s t  
w o rke rs ’ fa the rlan d  aga inst im peria lism . The Red A rm y  does 
n o t pursue im p e ria lis t, bu t w o rk in g  class aim s. In te rve n tio n  has 
come in  Russia, bu t w ith  a divided im p e ria lis t camp. T rue, th is  
is a t the same tim e  the sym bol o f the weakness o f Soviet Rus­
sia. B u t i t  is an h is to rica l fac t.

The o u tr ig h t assistance o f the w o rk in g  class o f o ther lands 
has no t y e t appeared in  clear revo lu tio n a ry  fo rm . B u t there  
are o ther a llies f ig h t in g  and about to  f ig h t  on the side o f p ro g ­
ress, the side no t o f A llie d  im peria lism  b u t o f the Russian w o rk ­
ers. These are the colon ia l peoples. I t  is a g re a t ga in  th a t  the 
Chinese f ig h t  as an independent force against Japanese im p e ria l­
ism . The m any m illio ns  o f Chinese soldiers can never fo rg e t 
th e ir  m il ita ry  tra in in g  if ,  a t some la te r stage, the A llie d  im ­
pe ria lis ts  a ttem p t to  s tr ik e  a b low  a t Chinese independence. The 
d ire  e x tre m ity  o f the A llie s  has forced them to  a id  China in  
w ays they otherw ise m ig h t never have been w ill in g  to  do.

The B id  o f  the  In d ia n  Masses
The end o f the th ird  year also sees another v ita l ly  im p o r­

ta n t development, the bid o f the Ind ian  masses fo r  independ­
ence. T h is  movem ent is on ly  in its  in fancy. B u t its  p o te n tia li­
t ie s  arc enormous! I t  can set the en tire  east aflam e. The colo­
n ia l peoples are fa r  more d ire c tly  invo lved in  th is *p re sen t w a r 
than they were in the last. Im peria lism  m ay ye t f in d  th a t w h ile  
ifc f ig h ts  to the death fo r  a hold on its  co lon ia l slaves, the  p re y  
has escaped fro m  its  grasp! T h a t would be a g rea t' ga in  fo r  
the w o rk in g  class. i

The same o u tc ry  as was raised in the la s t w a r aga inst the 
Russian w orkers is raised now. T h is tim e  i t  ig the Ind ians who 
are jeopard iz ing  the A llie d  cause and p la y in g  in to  the hands o f 
A x is  im peria lism . Both “ socia lis ts”  and S ta lin is ts  te ll the w o rld  
th a t th is  is no tim e  fo r  the Ind ians to  act fo r  th e ir  own inde­
pendence. They m ust w a it  t i l l  a f te r  the  w ar. They m us t accept 
the prom ises o f “ dem ocratic”  England.

L e t us hope th a t the Ind ians pay no heed whatsoever to 
these reactionary , p h ilis tin e  lackeys. The flam e  o f peasant and 
w o rk in g  class revo lu tion  k indled in  the hearts o f ne a rly  fo u r  
hundred m illio n  people, could consume fa r  m ore than  sem i-feu­
dal Japan. The Russian R evolu tion held o f f  f i r s t  the Germans, 
then a ll the A llie s . The Ind ia n  Revolu tion could ho ld  o f f  both 
B r it is h  and Japanese im peria lism . Each o f these oppressors has 
fa r  m ore to fe a r fro m  the ''.Indian R evolution than fro m  defeat 
a t the hands o f the o the r im p e ria lis t.

The second W orld  W a r has shown how com ple te ly in te rde ­
pendent the whole w orld  is econom ically. There are also forces 
o f p o lit ic a l interdependence. The independence o f h a lf  the w o rld ’s 
people fro m  im peria lism  (Ch ina and In d ia ) w ou ld  underm ine 
w o rld  cap ita lism  seriously. T h is  would s treng then the w o rk in g  
class in  the c a p ita lis t nations. A  g re a t revo lu tion  in  the east 
would f in d  d is tinct^ repercussions in the west. T h a t is w h y  the 
events in  Ind ia  a t the end o f the th ird  yea r o f w o rld  w a r are so 
im p o rta n t. They s ig n ify  th a t the w a r m ay end in the  m anner 
dreaded by a ll the im peria lis ts .

The fa te  o f c iv iliz a tio n  depends, n o t on th is  o r th a t im m e­
d iate m il i ta ry  v ic to ry , .b u t on one f in a l fa c t: w h ich  class w i l l  
be in  the  position to  d ic ta te  the te rm s o f peace a t the end o f 
th is  w a r?  W il l  i t  be the cap ita lis ts  o r the  w orkers? Unless 
a t some stage o f the w a r the w o rkers  can take the  p rope r steps 
to  move fo rw a rd  tow ards socialism , then c iv iliz a tio n , le f t  in  the 
hands o f the  im p e ria lis ts , w i l l  s ink  fu r th e r  in to  barbarism .
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DEATH TOLL OF THE WAR
The death to ll o f the w a r since the Japanese invasion o f 

M anchuria  in  1931, is estim ated a t between 25 and 30 m illio n  by 
A tw ood H. Townsend, in  the m agazine, F ree W orld . These f ig ­
ures do no t include the w a r dead o f G erm any and I ta ly .

The fig u re s  include those k ille d  in  combat, and' those who 
were v ic tim s  o f hunger, cold and disease as a re su lt o f  the w ar.

The fo llo w in g  is Townsend’s l is t  o f w a r dead based on s ta ­
tis tic s  fro m  m any sources, to ta llin g  14,000,000, b u t w h ich  he 
cla im s is a t least 10 m illio n  sho rt o f the probable to ta l.:

China .....................................................................  8,300,000
Russia ...................................................................  3,300,000
European Jew's ..................................................  800,000
Spain .....................................................................  536,000
Greece ................................................................... 422,000
Poland ...................................................................  350,000
Y ugoslav ia  ..........................................................  250,000
France ...........................................................   207,000
B r it is h  E m p ire  ..................................................• ’ 130,000
E th io p ia  ................................................................. 65,000
Netherlands ........................................................  52,000
P h ilipp ines .............................. -..........................  20,000
B elg ium  ................................................................. 18,000
B rit is h  E m pire  (Colored) ............................... 13,000
U. S. A ....................................................................  7,000
Czechoslovakia ..................................................  7,000
N o rw ay  ................................................................. 3,000
D enm ark ....................................... t ..................... 1,400

T O T A L  14,000,000

Profits Come First 
With The Corporations

to
9 Firms Conspire to 
Get Huge Profits On 
Wire Sale to Navy

The Justice Department an­
nounced the indictment of nine 
companies this week for “ con­
spiring to make identical bids 
at unreasonably high prices” 
on a special patented cable 
w hich is used in w ir in g  navy 
ships.

A s a re s u lt o f th e ir  p rice ­
f ix in g  conspiracy, the  companies 
earned p ro fits  o f 35 to  70% on 
th e ir  sales o f w ire  and cable. On 
a to ta l sale o f between $50,000,- 
000 and $55,000,000 to the N avy  
i t  is estim ated th a t the concerns 
received $18,000,000 in p ro fits .

Since 1937, the Rockbestos 
Products Corp., w h ich owns the 
patents on the special w ire  and 
cable, has been m a ilin g  copies o f 
each o f its  bids to  the o the r con­
cerns, w h ich had received licenses 
from  Rockbestos to use the 
patent.

Rockbestos had granted the 
pa ten t to  the e ig h t o the r com­
panies on the understand ing th a t 
they would a ll sell a t a u n ifo rm  
price. Upon rece iv ing  word fro m  
the Rockbestos Corpora tion , the 
o ther companies w ould send out 
the same bid.

A lthough, the agreem ent be­
tween the corpora tions was no t 
supposed to  hold on governm ent 
b idd ing, the governm ent con­
tinued to  receive exactly  the 
same bids fro m  each o f the con­
cerns. Between A ug us t 27, 1939 
and A p r i l 17, 1942, 20 sets o f 
such iden tica l bids were received 
by the N avy.

The nine companies protested 
aga inst the in d ic tm en t because 
they claimed i t  was aga inst the 
po licy a lready announced by 
P resident Roosevelt no t to  embark 
on such su its  when they m ig h t 
in te rfe re  w ith  production  o f a 
v ita l w a r product. In  o ther 
words, under the cover o f 
“ p a trio tis m ”  and w a r production 
they w a n t the r ig h t  to charge 
any prices and make any p ro fits .

Am ong the companies indicted 
was General Cable C orporation, 
in whose beha lf the governm ent 
broke a  s tr ik e  o f w o rkers  in  
Bayonne, N . J., tw o  weeks ago. 
O thers besides Rockbestos were 
General E le c tric , Phelps Dodge 
Copper, Anaconda W ire  and 
Cable, N a tion a l E le c tr ic  P roducts 
A m erican Steel and W ire , Col- 
ly e r Insu la ted W ire  and Okonite 
Company.

Power*Saving Lamps 
Barred -- No Profit’s

“ They’re hampering the war 
e ffo rt!”  the bosses cry every- 
time a group of workers tries 
to. put up a fight in defense of 
their living standards. The 
bosses, however, themselves al­
ways put profts firs t and fore­
most. 'This is shown by the fo l­
lowing example:

1. The W ar Production Board 
has cancelled a num ber of power 
p rojec ts because o f lack o f raw  
m ateria ls. In  a year or tw o there 
w il l  be a power shortage.

2. A c c o r d i n g  to evidence 
brought out by the anti-trust, d iv i­
sion of the Departm ent of Justice 
last week, the General E lec tric  
Company, the W estinghouse Elec­
tr ic  and M anufactu ring  Company 
and more than 100 pub lic  u t i l i t y  
companies are consp iring  to sup­
press the widespread use of flu o ­
rescent lig h tin g .

Fluorescent lamps requ ire  on ly 
from  one-half to one-third the 
power needed by the present, in ­
candescent lamps. The widespread 
use o f th is  im proved method 
would cu t down the income of the 
u t i l i t y  companies. Th is is the rea­
son w hy the monopolies oppose 
fluorescent lig h tin g .

The fact tha t the greater use 
of fluorescent, ltg h tin g  would 
mean a decrease in  power resum p­
tion  fo r lig h t in g  and a t the same 
tim e would help a llev ia te  the im ­
pending power shortage counts 
fo r  l i t t le  to the monopolies as 
compared to  th e ir  p ro fits .

The two m anufactu ring  compa­
nies and the u t i l i t y  companies o r­
ganized in  the Edison E le c tr ic  In ­
s titu te  are bound up w ith  one an­
o ther by financia l holdings, in te r­
lock ing  d irectora tes and patents.

FDR Plans New Steps 
To Block Wage Raises

• t o

l __ __  ____

I n d ia n  Peasants Look  To 
W o rk e rs  F o r  Leadersh ip
The Struggle for Indian Independence 
Is Linked to the Agrarian Revolution

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T

The British censorship has reduced the news from India to 
■a tiny  trickle. The scanty items which do appear in the American 
capitalist press are being relegated to the back pages. A ll this 
is being done with a view to creating the impression that the 
situation has already passed its critical stage and that the 
authorities arc in complete control. A t the same time, the British 
ru le rs  need the cover o f secrecy s)---------------------------------------------------- —-

fus ion and leadership under 
Lenin and T ro tsky .

The course o f the Ind ia  s tru g ­
gle depends p r im a r ily  on w ha t 
happen« in  the v illages. A nd  th is  
in  its  tu rn  depends on the 
policies adopted and supported 
by the w orkers  in  the cities.

“ G A N D H I’S D O C T R IN E ”
The censored dispatch cla im s 

th a t the w orkers are now preach­
in g  “ G andhi’s doctrine .”  G handi’s 
“ doctrine ,”  th a t is, the p rogram  
o f the Ind ian  bourgeoisie, runs 
counter to  the basic and m ost 
pro found in te rests o f the peasants 
and workers. A nd i t  is im possible 
re a lly  to  rouse the heaviest 
layers o f w orkers and peasants 
w ith o u t connecting th e ir  v ita l 
demands and needs w ith  the 
s trugg le  aga inst B r it is h  ru le .

W h a t Gandhi and his class 
propose to  do fo r  the Ind ian  
w o rk in g  class is s im p ly  to  re ­
place the e xp lo ita tion  o f the im ­
p e ria lis t B r it is h  bourgeoisie w ith  
th a t o f the na tive  cap ita lis ts . 
The Ind ian  w orkers  w i l l  no t ra l ly  
to a proposal th a t they  m ere ly 
change m asters and rem ain 
slaves. So fa r  as the Ind ian  
peasantry is concerned, the Con­
gress p a rty  is com m itted no t to 
the abo lition  o f feudal and semi- 
feudal conditions bu t m ere ly  to 
th e ir  “ re fo rm .”  A  rea l s trugg le

and silence fo r  th e ir  bestia l 
repressions and th e ir  a ttem pts  to 
drown in  blood the r is in g  re ­
sistance o f the Ind ian  masses.

B u t the t ru th  o f the  m a tte r is 
th a t the m ost c r it ic a l period in  
Ind ian  developments s t i l l  lies 
ahead. I t  w i l l  come when the 
decisive forces o f the country , 
th a t is, the m any-m illioned  
masses o f the peasantry and the 
basic layers o f the w o rk in g  class 
en ter the arena o f s trugg le  in  
th e ir  fu l l  s treng th . A t  the 
present tim e, in  the f irs t  stage 
o f the  developments, both o f 
these decisive forces are ju s t  
beginn ing to  move.

REPO RT IN C R E A S E  IN  
“ D IS T U R B A N C E S ”
IN  V IL L A G E S

Despite the rigorousness o f B r i t ­
ish censorship, peasant demons­
tra tio n s  and ou tburs ts  have a l­
re a d y  been reported fro m  w ide ly  
scattered pa rts  ’ ò f thè  " country . 
One o f the m ost s ig n ifica n t item s 
re la tin g  to  the fe rm e n t among 
the peasantry appeared in an 
Associated Press dispatch fro m  
Bom bay dated A ug us t 22 which 
stated th a t:

“ There has been a steady in ­
crease in  disturbances in  o u t ly ­
in g  v illages as in d u s tr ia l w o rk ­
ers fro m  the  c ities  d r ifte d  back 
home to  preach the Gandhi doc­
tr in e ”  (N . Y . T im es, A ug . 23.)

The in ne r mechanics o f In d ia ’s 
s trugg le  is la id  bare by th is  single 
statem ent. The w orkers o f Ind ia , 
and they  alone, can provide the 
genuine leadership in  the cause 
o f th e ir  cou n try ’s libe ra tion . The 
in d u s tr ia l w orkers o f Bombay 
are a lready seeking to  fuse the 
s trugg le  o f the peasantry w ith  
th e ir  own s trugg le  and to assume 
the leadership o f the peasant 
movement. The same profound 
phenomenon was revealed in the 
events o f 'th e  Chinese revo lu tion  
o f 1925-1927. B u t in  China the 
fa ta l policies o f S ta lin ism  d e ra il­
ed the movement by depriv ing  
the Chinese w o rk in g  class o f its  
own independent leadership and 
program . I t  was consummated in 
the Russian revo lu tion  o f 1917 
by the rea liza tion  o f such a

o f the peasantry is possible on ly 
under the p rogram  o f the 
a g ra ria n  revo lu tion . The peasants 
m ust have the land. The feudal 
rubbish m ust be swept away. 
Thus G andhi’s “ doctrine ”  can 
on ly  para lyze a genuine s trugg le  
fo r  independence.

The p o lit ic a l s trugg le  and the 
class con flic ts  in  Ind ia  cannot 
and have no t become submerged 
in  the s trugg le  aga inst the 
common foe, the fo re ig n  op­
pressor. On the con tra ry , as the 
s trugg le  aga inst B r it is h  ru le  
grow s in  in te ns ity , the  in terests 
o f the d iffe re n t classes m ust 
come in to  an ever sha rpe r con­
f l ic t  w ith  the  p rogram  o f Gandhi 
and h is class. T h is  is one o f 
the reasons w h y  we T ro tsky is ts  
suppo rt the cu rre n t s trugg le  o f 
independence under G a n d h i ’ s 
leadership.

Those w orkers and peasants 
who arc today fo llo w in g  G andhi’s 
“ do c trine ”  w i l l  be compelled in  
the course o f the s trugg le  its e lf  
to  seek o ther ways, o ther ideas 
and another program  re a lly  cor­
responding to th e ir  own needs 
and asp ira tions.

T A S K S  OF T H E  IN D IA N  
W O R KERS

The im m ediate task  o f the 
vanguard o f the Ind ian  w o rk in g  
class is to  ra ise the p rogram  o f 
the ag ra ria n  revo lu tion . On the 
order o f the day is the im m ediate 
abo lition  o f a l l feuda l p riv ileges, 
especially the feuda l and sem i- 
feudal tenures o f the land. E ve ry  
step o f the peasantry in  th is  
d irec tion  m ust be given the 
w idest p u b lic ity  in  the ranks io f 
the w o rk in g  class and actions o f 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the peasantry 
should be urged and sponsored. 
The peasants should be sum ­
moned to  fo rm  Peasants’ Com- 

(Continued on page 3)

Meat Shortage Looms 
As Food Prices Climb

The workers face a worsen­
ing food situation as actual 
shortages of meat, and threats 
o f even greater scarcity, are 
added to the problem of ever- 
mounting prices. Already in 
some parts of the country cer­
tain cuts of meat cannot be 
secured.

This situation arises from 
the policy, of the meat packers

Nelson Fires A ide For 
Exposing $1-A -Y ear Men

CIO U N IO N  CHANGES 
CO NVENTIO N C ITY

The U nited E le c trica l Radio 
and M achine W orkers, CIO. 
has changed the m eeting place J 
fo r  its  e ighth annual conven­
tion  to Cleveland because of 
the refusal o f the la rge hotels;; 
in Ind ianapo lis  to  house and 
feed Negroes along w ith  other 
UE delegates.

T h is  s o rt o f action is w o rth  
a hundred tim es more in  
s treng then ing the so lid a rity  of $ 
the workers of a ll races than 
a ll the speeches and promises J 
about “ democracy”  th a t have 
come out of o ffic ia l quarters in  
W ashington.

By C. C H A R LE S  '
Because he criticized in a report the Iron and Steel Branch 

of the War Production Board and the WPB itself. Frederick 
Libbey, engineering consultant, was unceremoniously fired from 
his position August !9.

Libbey’s criticism was very gentle and restrained, but for 
daring to l i f t  the curtain behind which the WPB operates in the 
in te rests o f the la rge  corpora- ~ 
tions, he incurred the  w ra th  o f 
Donald Nelson.

In  ousting  L ibbey, Nelson used 
the feeble excuse th a t L ibbey had 
allowed the c r it ic a l na ture  o f his 
re p o rt to  leak ou t to  a news­
paper.

P a rt o f L ibbey ’s re p o rt said:
“ The branch, and th rough  i t  

the W ar P roduction Board, is 
cu rre n tly  under f ire  in  the 
T rum an  Com m ittee and by rep­
resenta tive^ o f labor, on the 
ground th a t the steel expansion 
p rogram  is la rg e ly  o f benefit ^o 
a sm all group o f b ig  and w e ll- 
established companies, and th a t 
these companies, th rough  th e ir  
representatives in  the Iro n  and 
Steel Branch, are responsible fo r  
th is  s ta te  o f a ffa irs  sole ly be­
cause o f a desire to  keep con tro l 
o f the steel in d u s try  a fte r  the 
w ar.

“ In  .support o f th is  reasoning, 
i t  has been pointed ou t th a t 99 
percent o f the expansion program  
has been a llo tted  to  s ix  b ig  com­
panies who are represented in the 
Iro n  and Steel branch.”

L ibbey added th a t the s ta f f  of 
the W PB is composed la rg e ly  o f 
sales executives fro m  the s ta ffs  
o f the la rge  corpora tions now 
serv ing as $ l-a-year-m en. These 
men tra n s m it the wishes o f the 
corpora tions in to  the W PB.

G RO W ING  S T E E L  S H O R TA G E
L ib b cy ’s c r it ic a l re p o rt and 

ousting  take place on a back­
ground o f a g ro w in g  shortage 
o f steel.

The H igg ins  S h ipbu ild ing  C or­
po ra tion  was recen tly  ordered 
to shu t down due to lack o f steel. 
T lie  A m erican M ach in is t, m aga­
zine o f the machine too l in d u s try  
on A ug us t 17 said th a t shortage

o f ra w  m ateria ls , above a ll steel, 
had resulted in  a considerable 
decline in machine production. 
The decrease in  production m ay 
am ount to  as much as 15% th is  
m onth, according to the m agazine.

The shortage o f steel stems 
d ire c tly  fro m  the  de libera te 
po licy o f the la rge  steel co r­
porations to  ham per the expan­
sion o f steel production “ because 
o f a desire to  keep con tro l o f the 
w a r in du s try  a fte r  the w a r.”  The 
corpora tions, th rough  t h e i r  
do lla r-a -yea r men, have been able 
to get th e ir  policies adopted by 
a ll the governm ent agencies 
since the beginn ing o f the w ar 
program .

Two weeks ago, in tes tim ony 
before the  T rum an Com m ittee. 
H e n ry  J. L indah l, treasu re r o f 
the Pacific-A m erican Steel Iron  
C orpora tion  o f Seattle, said th a t 
fo r  35 years the owners o f iro n  
ore, coal and lim e  deposits in  the 
Pacific N o rth w e s t had found i t  
im possible to  establish a steel 
in d u s try  there because the M or- 

(Continued on page 4)

in sending m o s t  of th e ir  
supplies to those regions which 
have h igher price  ceilings.

In  w ith h o ld in g  m eat fro m  the 
low er-ce iling  areas, the m eat 
packers are fo llo w in g  much the 
same s tra teg y  as was used tw o 
weeks ago by the G rocery M anu­
fa c tu re rs ’ Associa tion to  secure 
price increases fro m  Henderson 
o f the OP A. I t  m ig h t be term ed 
the “ starve the people u n t il we 
ge t ou r p ro fits ”  po licy.

PRICES S T IL L  R IS IN G
On A ug . 21 Henderson decla r­

ed th a t in  the m onth o f June 15- 
J u ly  15, re ta il food prices na­
t io n a lly  had increased b y  1.1 per 
cent. In  New  Y o rk  C ity  the 30- 
day period showed price increas­
es o f 2 per cent. In  the year end­
in g  J u ly  15, the average na tiona l 
food price increase was 16.8 per 
cent.

The g reatest increase was in 
those food item s on which no 
ceilings had been established: The 
advance in the “ uncon tro lled”  
food prices in  the June 15-July 
15 period was 2.5 per cent. Th is 
ju m p  took place on top o f an 
increase in  the  previous m onth 
o f 4.8 per cent.

The advance in  the “ con tro lled ”  
food group was no t as g re a t as 
in the “ uncon tro lled .”  In  the 
m onth ending J u ly  15 the price 
increase in  “ con tro lled ”  foods was 
.3 per cent.

T h is  sm all advance is, however, 
m erely the fo re ru n n e r o f a much 
b igger ju m p  in  a few  days or 
weeks. La s t week, Henderson a l­
lowed the m anufactu re rs  o f 400 
to  500 g rocery  item s an increase 
in th e ir  price  ceilings.

Henderson estim ated th a t as a 
resu lt o f a ll these factors, the 
next period w i l l  be one o f rap id 
increase in  food prices, w ith  the 
p ro b a b ility  th a t “ uncon tro lled”  
food item s may reach a po in t, 
in  a year’s tim e, 30 per cent h ig h ­
er in  price than a t present.

Expected to Issue 
Executive Order 
Around Labor Day

Aug. 26. —  President 
Roosevelt was reported  
th is Meek to  be com ple t­
ing his plans fo r  the is­
suance o f a p rogram  tha t 
w ou ld  b lock  wage raises 
fo r  the overw he lm ing ma­
jo r i ty  o f the w orkers in  
th is  coun try . He announc­
ed on August 25 tha t he 
M'ould pub lic ize  his o rde r 
in  a nation-w ide rad io  ad­
dress “ som etim e around 
Labor Day,”  and that a mes­
sage would be sent to Congress 
at the same time. I ie also said 
that he did not th ink there was 
time for legislation to carry out 
the new steps he proposes, 
which would indicate that he 
intends to put his proposals 
into effect by means of an ex­
ecutive order.

A ltho ug h  Roosevelt added th a t 
the new p rogram  is s t i l l  in  the 
ta lk in g  stage, reports  fro m  W ash­
in g ton  have ind ica ted the broad 
outlines o f the program . W h a t is 
p robab ly  m eant by “ the ta lk in g  
stage”  is a reference to  Roose­
v e lt ’s desire to  ge t the  leaders 
o f the organized labo r movem ent i 
to  accept his new proposals be­
fore he issues them. A F L  P res i­
dent W illia m  Green and CIO 
P resident P h ilip  M u rra y  have 
been summoned and are sched­
uled to meet w ith  Roosevelt to ­
day to discuss th e ir  acceptance 
o f the program .

A ccord ing to  reports, Roose­
v e lt ’s p lan  includes tw o main 
po in ts :

1. The adoption o f the W ar 
Labor Board ’s “ L it t le  S teel”  fo r ­
mula. U nder th is , the n a tion ’s 
wage earners would be p ro h ib it­
ed fro m  rece iv ing wage increases 
o f m ore than 15 percent over 
th e ir  wages as o f Jan. 1, 1941. 
In  practice, as recent W L B  deci­
sions based on th is  fo rm u la  show, 
th is  would mean no o r v ir tu a lly  
no increases fo r  the m a jo r ity  of 
the organized w orkers  as m ost 
o f them , by th e ir  s tr ik e  and 
union s trugg les e a rly  in  1941, 
have a lready received a 15 per 
cent increase in  wages.

O f course, the new proposal —  
like  Roosevelt’s “ a n t i- in f la t io n ”  
program  o f la s t sp ring  —  in ­
cludes a prom ise to p e rm it ad ­
ju s tm e n t o f “ substandard wages.”  
B u t, according to James W echsler 
o f PM , th is  w ould re fe r on ly  to 
w orkers rece iv ing  less than  47 
cents an hour.

2. The establishm ent o f a su­
per-board o f governm ent o ffic ia ls  
to  r ig id ly  enforce con tro l o f 
wages. T h is  body would have au­
th o r ity  no t on ly  over wage dis­
putes wh ich are a t  present given 
to the W ar Labo r Board, bu t over 
a ll wage increases, inc lud ing  
those made “ v o lu n ta r ily ”  by em­
ployers.

Green and M u rra y  are expect­
ed to raise some verba l objec­
tion  to the Roosevelt plan, and to 
suggest th a t instead o f an a l l­
governm ent body, a board o f la ­
bor, in d u s try  and governm ent 
representatives be set up to  com­
bat in fla tio n .

W orkers  m ust be on guard 
aga inst another su rrender by 
th e ir  un ion leaders, who have 
given up labo r’s r ig h ts  one a fte r  
another every tim e  Roosevelt de­
manded i t  o f them . Roosevelt’s 
la test plan, presented in the name 
o f a f ig h t  aga inst in fla tio n , would 
have p ra c tica lly  the same e ffe c t 
as freez ing  o f wages w h ich  the 
em ployers have so long demand­
ed and the unions so v ig o ro us ly  
denounced. The liv in g  standards 
o f a ll the w orkers  fo r  the du ra ­
tion  o f the w a r m ay depend to 
a la rge  exten t on w ha t happens 
to  Roosevelt’s proposals. The 
rank and f i le  o f the trade unions 
should le t both th e ir  o ff ic ia l lead­
ers and the a d m in is tra tion  know  
th a t they  w on’t  stand fo r  it .
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New York AFL Leaders Attack The Indian Masses
By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

C ontem ptib le is the m ildest word to describe 
the reso lu tion on Ind ia  which was introduced by 
the leaders o f the New Y ork  S tate Federation o f -  
Labor and adopted by the annual convention o f 
th a t body m eeting in Rochester last week.

h t  the fo rm  o f a  message to  be sent by rad io 
to the people o f Ind ia , the reso lu tion d iffe re d  in 
no im p o rta n t respect from  the attacks on the 
present s tru g g le  fo r  Ind ian independence which 
f i l l  the ed ito ria l columns o f the most reactionary 
cap ita lis t newspapers in th is  country.

A lthough  some delegates had recommended 
th a t the convention support the Ind ian  figh t, the 
A F L  leaders ordered th e ir  reso lu tions com m ittee 
to in s is t on the adoption o f the reso lu tion  th a t 
was f in a lly  passed unanim ously.

In  th is  reso lu tion the w e ll-pa id  la ljp r lieutenants 
o f cap ita lism  took i t  upon themselves to denounce 
and slander the downtrodden masses o f In d ia —  
who d a ily  face B r it is h  bu lle ts, f log g ings  and ja ils  
— fo r  da ring  to seek independence from  th e ir 
oppressors:

“ I ll-T im e d  and Ill-A dv ised”
‘ ‘The New Y ork  S ta le  Federation o f Labor, 

representing 1,500,000 organized w orkers in the 
State o f New Y ork , sends fra te rn a l g reetings to 
the people o f Ind ia  and u rg e n tly  appeals to them 
to  abandon the ill- tim e d  and ill-advised c iv il d is ­
obedience cam paign, which cannot b u t in ju re  
In d ia ’s own r ig h t fu l cause.”

T h is echo o f the B r it is h  T o ry  argum ents—  
which <̂ f course always deny th a t s trugg les  fo r  
independence are w e ll-tim ed or well-advised o r in 
the in te rests of the colonial people— then goes on 
to express “ dism ay a t tactics un frie n d ly  to  the 
cause o f the U n ited N a tions”  and brazenly 
presumes to  cla im  th a t th is  “ dism ay is shared 
by the overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f Am ericans.”

B u t o f course to send the Ind ian  people a 
message today, w h ich said on ly th is , would be a 
complete waste o f tim e. A  l i t t le  pro-independence 
w indow  dressing was needed to cloak the o u trig h t 
reactionary  purpose o f the reso lution. And so the 
message con tinues:

“ We, the w orkers o f A m erica , have never

condoned im peria lism . We have never defended 
it. And we do not defend i t  now.”

A s one p roo f o f th e ir  s in ce rity  in th is  
profession, the A F L  leaders declare: “ We are 
glad, and we are proud, th a t our brothers in the 
B r it is h  Trades Union Congress have taken a 
stand aga inst im peria lism  and fo r  an independent 
Ind ia ” — a reference to the hyp oc ritica l declama­
tions on paper by th e ir  b ro ther bureaucrats, in  
B r ita in  who no t on ly  defend im pera lism , bu t also 
condone the T o ry  governm ent’s bloody repression 
o f the Ind ian masses.

A s a second p roo f, the reso lu tion  adds, s t i l l  
another a fte r-the -w & r prom ise to the m u ltitude  
o f promises which have already (a long w ith  more 
substan tia l bu lle ts ) been hurled at the Ind ian 
people:

“ We pledge to you th a t a t the hour o f our 
v ic to ry , we shall do eve ry th ing  in our power to 
help you realize you r r ig h t fu l c la im  to indepen­
dence.”

A Threat Against Ind ia  
And to  re in force th is  promise, the A F L  leaders 

— who oppose the s tru g g le  fo r  independence now, 
when the B r it is h  are not in as good a position 
to suppress the  Ind ian  masses as they w i l l  be i f  
B r ita in  w ins the w a r— make an unm istakable 
th rea t against the Ind ian  people:

“ Today we are a t w ar. In d ia ’s position is not 
a question o f p rinc ip le  hu t o f geographic and 
m il ita ry  re a lity .

“ W e, and a ll the free  peoples o f the w orld , 
are engaged in a life -and-dca th  s trugg le  against 
the A x is . There m ust be no m isunderstandings 
between us. The w orkers o f A m erica , and the 
A m erican people as a whole, stand so lid ly  behind 
President Roosevelt in  iron  de term ination  to f ig h t 
th is  w a r anywhere and everywhere circum stances 
should make i t  necessary. We are com m itted to 
destroy the A x is , and we sha ll n o t stop, and we 
sha ll no t be stopped u n t il we have carried th is  
w a r to a successful conclusion.”

In  o ther words, say the A F L  bureaucrats, don’ t 
be deceived by our ta lk  about “ fra te rn a l g re e t­
ings”  and “ a n ti- im pe ria lism .”  I f  your s trugg le  
fo r independence gets in  the way o f ou r m asters’ 
war, and i f  they c a ll on us to  do so. we are fu lly

prepared to jo in  in  crush ing your s trugg le .
H a v ing  thus cleared up any possible m isun­

derstandings, the reso lu tion conies to an end w ith  
some more advice and le c tu rin g :

“ We, the w orkers o f A m erica, u rg e n tly  appeal 
to you, fo r  your own sake, no t to  p lay  in to  the 
hands o f y o u r enemies. Do no t p ro d iga lly  th row  
away your own cause, or compromise the cause 
o f China and a ll the  peoples o f Asia , by in ­
d u lg ing  in ill-advised ob s truc tion is t tactics which 
can on ly alienate In d ia ’s true  friends. . .”

T h a t the  A F L ‘ leaders took such a position at 
th e ir  convention should not be su rp ris in g  to those 
who are acquainted w ith  the ro le  o f labor leaders 
in the present period.

They were on ly  extending in to  the fo re ig n  field 
the lackey services w h ich  thqy pe rfo rm  fo r  
ctfyitalism* on the home fro n t.

T h e ir sham eful denunciation o f the Ind ian 
s trugg le  and th e ir  support (o B r it is h  im peria lism

CP Whitewashes AFL  
 Resolution On China 

R iva ling  the d irtiness o f the reso lu tion  'j- 
!; on Ind ia  adopted by la s t week’s convention ;> 
s o f the New Y ork  State Federation o f La- ¡; 
;! bpr was the version o f i t  reported by the !j 

S ta lin is ts . 4
“  A f te r  re p o rtin g  the convention’s passing 4 
;! o f a “ com prom ise”  reso lu tion on the sec- ¡¡.

ond fro n t, The W orker o f A ug ust 2:1 says.:
“ “ A fu r th e r expression o f the convent ion ’s. ;! 
i! w a r consciousness(!>  was the sta tem ent i t  
¡1 approved fo r  a short-w ave broadcast to the I; 
!;< people o f Ind ia , suppo rting  th e ir  f ig h t  fo r  4 
¡¡. independence, condem ning im peria lism , and ;; 
4 ca llin g  fo r  an end o f the c iv il disobedience 
¡' m ovem ent." !|
I; W hy do the S ta lin is ts  fee l i t  necessary 4 
I; to thus w hitewash the p ro -im pe ria lis t, a n ti- 
;> Ind ian independence stand o f the conven- ¡;* 
!“ tion?  Because i t  was passed unan im ously 4 
L —  and th a t includes the com para tive ly  
4 large num ber o f S ta lin is ts  who were pres- 
;■ ent as delegates. •’ l|

is cu t from  Ihe same c lo th  as th e ir  denunciation 
o f m ilita n t s trugg les by the Am erican workers 
and th e ir class co llabora tion  w ith  the Am erican 
bosses.

Isn 't i t  pe rfec tly  log ica l fo r  those who fo llow  
a no -s trike  policy at home to  fo llow  a no-strugg le 
po licy in the colonies, fo r  those who preach sub­
mission to  the bosses in  the  name o f a "w a r fo r 
democracy”  to  preach submission to  the im ­
pe ria lis ts  i i i  the name o f the same l ie f

W ith o u t question th is  reso lu tion  pleased the 
reac tionary  A m erican press. The men who run 
the N . Y. T im es found  i t  so like  th e ir  own a ttacks 
on the Ind ian  people th a t they rep rin te d  i t  in  fu ll.

S im ila r ly , the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  m ust have 
appreciated the passage o f the A F L  resolution. 
I t  is not o ften th a t they can get in te rn a tio n a l 
labo r endorsement fo r  th e ir  colon ia l m urders, and 
they w ill undoubtedly find i t  use fu l as propa­
ganda to qu ie t those B r it is h  w orkers who are 
disturbed about the po licy o f repression.

N o  less g lee fu lly  m ust the reso lu tion have been 
greeted by the -Avis im peria lis ts . They too w ill 
find it useful in th e ir  propaganda— they w ill o ffe r  
i t  to  the Ind ian people as p roo f th a t the  Am erican 
labor movement opposes the independence fo r 
Ind ia  which Japan and Germ any pretend to  sup­
port, as evidence th a t the U n ited  N ations are 
not f ig h tin g  fo r  democracy. Thus they w ill be 
aided in th e ir  task  o f confusing m any Ind ians 
in to  suppo rting  the Axis.

B u t the reso lu tion w il l  be re jected w ith  the 
contem pt i t  deserves by the Ind ian  people. I f  
they are no t deceived by the Crippses nor in ­
tim idated ' by B r it is h  repression, the Ind ian  masses 
w il l  be ne ither fooled nor fr igh te ne d  by the lies 
and th rea ts  o f  the fa t-be llied  Judases, and w h ite ­
skinned Uncle Toms who are no more “ true  
fr ie n d s ” ' o f  Ind ia  than they are defenders o f the 
genuine in te rests o f the A m erican w o rk in g  class.

As fo r  the members o f the  A m erican labor 
movement, inc lud ing those m illions  who bu ilt the 
A F L , we have -no doubt th a t they w ill be able 
sooner o r la te r to make th e ir  own voices heard, 
and th a t w hat they w il l  have to  say on the Indian, 
s trugg le  w ill have no resemblance to the 
d isg ra ce fu l reso lu tion passed la s t week in  
Rochester.

SW P Meetings Honor The 
Memory Of Leon Trotsky
New York

NEW  YORK — Two hun­
dred and fif ty  people attended 
an inspiring Trotsky Memorial 
meeting here last Friday night 
on. the second anniversary of 
the assassination of the great 
revolutionary.

Recalling Trotsky’s life work 
and teachings, Albert Goldman, 
the main speaker of the meet­
ing, told how the founder of 
the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l had con­
s is ten tly  put fo rw ard  the only 
program fo r the defense of the 
Soviet. Union. Goldman explained 
tha t on ly the strugg le  fo r the re­
vo lu tion , in  Germany and Europe, 
p lus the removal of the S ta lin  
bureaucracy by the Soviet masses, 
can guarantee the v ic to ry  of the 
USSR. In  a s t ir r in g  address 
Goldman showed liow  T ro ts k y ’s 
revo lu tiona ry  op tim ism  had alrea­
dy been jus tified  by the heroic 
strugg le of the Soviet masses and 
the figh t fo r freedom of the In ­
dian people.

Jules Geller indicated in  his 
speech how the developing revo lu­
tio n a ry  events in  Ind ia  could set 
the colon ia l masses in to  action 
against w orld  im peria lism . He 
rem inded the audience of T ro t­
sky's pred iction th a t the present 
w ar would produce the greatest 
c ris is  of w o rld  Im peria lism  and. 
touch o ff the flam e of colonial 
revo lt.

$215 D O N A T E D
Appealing in the name of Na­

ta lia  T ro tsky, Rose Karsner asked 
fo r funds to continue the work 
of bu ild in g  the Socialist W orkers 
P arty. The audience responded 
m agnificently  w ith  donations to ­
ta ll in g  $215. The fo llo w in g  tele­
gram  was sent to Comrade Nata­
lia , w ith  the unanim ous approval 
of the audience:

“ In  the name of over 250 New 
Y o rk  workers gathered here to 
commemorate the second annir 
cersary of the death of Leon 
T ro tsky  we renew our pledge 
to you, Comrade Nata lia , to car­
ry  out the priceless heritage 
of b is program . A n  appeal in  
your name brought over two 
hundred do llars fo r the party. 
Thus we re-dedicate ourselves 
to the struggle w ith  fu ll confi­
dence tha t the workers of the 
w orld  w ill bu ild  the greatest 
monum ent to his m em ory: the 
socia list society."

The h a ll was ap p ro p ria te ly  
decorated w ith  slogans, p ic tures 
and a bust of Leon T ro tsky  by 
the  scu lp tor, Duncan Ferguson.

The m eeting opened w ith  the 
s ing ipg  of the W o :’tors M em orial 
H ym n and ende,; fh The In te r­
nationale. George Grant, organ­
ize r of the New York Local of 
the S. W. P. acted as cha irm an.

E very aspect of the m eeting —• 
the attendance, the collection, the 
sale of lite ra tu re  and the serious 
a ttitud e  o f the audience —  was 
a dem onstration of the  indestruc­
t ib i l i t y  of the ideas and the pa rty  
of Leon T ro tsky.

Num erous T ro tsky  M em oria l 
Meetings, o ther than those 
reported in th is  space, were 
held th roughou t the country 
las t week. B u t reports  o f these 
m eetings had not been received 
by the tim e  th is  issue w ent to 
press. ,

Los Angeles
LOS. ANGELES, Calif.— 

Seventy-five workers filled the 
Socialist Yorkers Party hall 
at 232 St. . M l  Street here last 
Friday night in or o honor 
the memory of Leon Trotsky, 
assassinated by S ta lin ’s GPU 
tw o years ago. The two speakers 
were Janet Bowers, L . A . county 
o rgan izer, and M u rry  Weiss.

Comrade W eiss devoted much 
o f his speech to a con trast be­
tween Len in ’s and T ro ts k y ’s w ay 
o f defending the Soviet U n ion  
and the method»;, o f S ta lin ’s 
bureaucracy. “ L e t us speak the 
tru th  as T ro ts k y  ta u g h t us to 
do,”  said Weiss. “ The f irs t  w o rk ­
ers’ state is in m o rta l danger! 
N o th in g  b u t the revo lu tiona ry  
action o f the masses in  Europe 
and A sia  can tu rn  the tide  and 
save the Soviet Union.

“ W ith  p ie rc ing  c la r ity  he fo re ­
cast the assault o f German im ­
peria lism . O ver and over again 
he tire le ss ly  warned against 
p lac ing fa ith  in f lim s y  alliances. 
A ga in  and again he showed th a t 
the on ly  tru e  a lly  o f the Soviet 
U n ion was the revo lu tiona ry  
p ro le ta ria t. .

As aga inst the base chauvin ism  
o f S ta lin is t propaganda, w h ich 
includes hatred and blame fo r  the 
German people, and w h ich  is 
to ta l ly  devoid o f any revo lu tion ­
a ry  appeals to  the people o f 
Europe, Comrade W eiss recalled 
th a t the causes fo r  the successes 
o f the in fin ite ly  weaker and more 
exhausted Red A rm y  th a t drove 
back the im p e ria lis t in te rven tion  
troops in  1919 and 1920, la y  in 
the in te rna tiona lism  o f the 
Bolsheviks. “ T ro tsky  insp ired  
and organized the Red A rm y  to 
f ig h t no t on ly  fo r  the defense o f 
the W orke rs ’ F a the rland— but fo r  
the w o rld  socia lis t revo lu tion .

“ Herein la y  the power o f the 
Red A rm y  under T ro tsky . I t  ap­
pealed in  the language o f re ­
vo lu tio na ry  in te rn a tio n a l b ro th e r­
hood to  the w o rke r and. peasant 
soldiers who were hurled against 
the Soviets.”

Comrade Bowers, in te rp re tin g  
the li fe  o f T ro tsky , said: “ He 
was one o f those ra re  ind iv idua ls  
who lived *'is en tire  personal, li fe  
com n le t ..nd w h o lly  as a p a r t 
o f h is to ry . . . Events th a t would 
have crushed an o rd in a ry  h r  man 
being, the g row th  o f the te , >■ 
bureaucracy on the young body 
o f the w o rke rs ’ state, the in r  
sidious disease o f S ta lin ism  pe r­
m ea ting  the p ro le ta ria n  move­
m ent, the spread o f fascism

th roughou t E u r o p e ,  couldn’t  
touch T ro ts k y  fo r  he lived w ith  
h is to ry — a ll o f i t — not m erely 
one te rr ib le  bu t passing phase 
o f it .  W hile  he was personally 
persecuted and hounded by reac­
tion , he co ld ly  and sc ien tifica lly  
diagnosed the disease and p a tie n t­
ly  began again the tremendous 
job  o f reo rgan iz ing  o' class fo r  
the new» ba ttles.”

The m eeting voted to send a 
te legram  to N a ta lia  T ro tsky  
which concluded: “ We are heed­
ing  the la s t words o f Comrade 
T ro ts k y  to  ‘Go F o rw a rd ’ .”  The 
m e e tir -  mded w ith  the s ing ing  
o f Th_ In ternationa le .

Minneapolis
M INNEAPOLIS, Minn. 

F ifty  members and friends of 
the Socialist Workers Party 
gathered in the Minneapolis 
headquarters Friday evening to 
commemorate the second anni­
versary of the death of Leon 
Trotsky, great revolutionary 
teacher and leader.

Lyd ia  Beidel of Chicago de liv ­
ered the commemorative address. 
V. R. Dunne was chairm an. The 
meeting w.as sponsored by the 
M inneapolis and St. Paul branches 
of the Socia lis t W orkers Party.

The bourgeois in te llectua ls  like  
to depict the strugg le between 
T ro tsky  and S ta lin  as duel be­
tween two power-hungry in d iv id ­
uals, Comrade Beidel said. T he ir 
class narrowness and prejudice 
prevent them from  a d m ittin g  tha t 
the strugg le Is in  re a lity  oiie be­
tween M arxism  and S ta lin ’s rev i­
sion o f M arxism , a struggle be­
tween the revo lu tiona ry  progress 
of the masses and the attempt, to 
hold them back from  revo lu tion.

Comrade Beidel traced the h is­
to ry  of the Red A rm y, c o n tra s t­
in g  T ro tsky ’s successful revo lu­
tio n a ry  propaganda to the im p e ri­
a lis t arm ies of A llie d  in te rven tion  
w ith  the fa ilu re  of S ta lin 's  reac­
tio n a ry  na tiona lis t propaganda to ­
day.

“ W herever the bosses tu rn  the 
heat on the workers, there is gen­
erated a p a rty  of T ro tsky ism ,”  thg 
speaker said. She called the a t­
tention. of the audience to the 
developing strugg le of the- masses 
in  Ind ia . She to ld  of the revo lu­
tion a ry  program, of the F ourth  In ­
te rna tiona lis ts  in  In d ia  designed, 
to liberate the colon ia l masses, 
and of the role of S ta lin ism  today 
in  acting  as a policeman fo r B r i t ­
ish im peria lism .

The m eeting closed w ith  the 
s ing ing  of the In ternationa le . A 
collection of $55 was taken. The 
gathering sent a telegram of greet­
ings to. N a ta lia  T ro tsky  in  Mexico.

The M inneapolis headquarters 
was a ttra c tiv e ly  decorated fo r the 
m em orial meeting. P ictures of 
Lenin, T ro tsky  and M arx adorned 
the fro n t o f the ha ll. A copv of 
the bust o f T ro tsky  by the B r i t ­
ish sculptress. C la ire  Sheridan, 
was displayed, together w ith  
m any of T ro tsky ’s w ritings .

Chicago
CHICAGO, August 21 — 

Workers from leading Chicago 
industries were among the par­
ticipants at the well-attended 
meeting held here tonight to 
honor the memory of Leon 
Trotsky on the second anniver­
sary of his assassination by 
Stalin’s GPU. The meeting was 
sponsored by the local branch of 
tlie, Socialist W orkers Party.

The m ain speaker o f the meet­
ing was A r t  Preis, who described 
the revo lu tiona ry  life  and ideas 
o f T ro tsky. The audience res­
ponded e l.'. ''is ia s tic a lly  to the 
speaker’s . . „ . i t  on the grow ing 
in fluence of the program of T ro t­
skyism  throughout the world, In 
a ll the, w a rr in g  im p e ria lis t coun­
tries, and in  In d ia  and the other 
colon ia l nations which are begin­
n ing  to rise up against im p e ria l­
is t exp lo ita tion .

A  message was adopted by the 
m eeting to be sent N a ta lia  T ro t­
sky in  Mexico, expressing,revo lu­
tion a ry  so lid a rity  and. pledging to 
work and figh t w ithou t s t in t fo r 
the rea liza tion of in te rna tiona l so­
cia lism , fo r w h ich  T ro tsky  lived 
and died.

As an act of in te rna tiona l so li­
d a rity  w ith  the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tiona lis ts  everywhere, the meeting 
took up a collection to aid the 
revo lu tiona ry  soc ia lis ts 'in  Europe 
and the colonial countries.

Flint
F L IN T . M ich. —  The August 211 

m eeting of the F lin t hranclt o f the. 
: Socialist. W orkers P arty  heard a 
review of Leon T ro ts k y ’s life , 
struggles and princ ip les, and 
voted to send the fo llow ing  tele­
gram to Comrade N a ta lia  T ro t­
sky:

‘‘F l in t  M ich igan branch greets 
you on th is  occasion fo r comme­
m orating. be liv in g  thoughts of 
Comradt ro tsky and we pledge 
ourselves to c a rry  out his last 
words, ’Go F o rw a rd !’ "

Newark
NEW ARK, N. J. — "W hat 

Is. A Revolutionist?”  was the 
title of Felix Morrow’s address 
at the Trotsky Memorial Meet­
ing held in Newark on August 
21. The meeting, attended by 
more than 40 people, most of 
them industrial workers and 
trade unionists, sent greetings 
to  N a ta lia  T ro ts k y  in Mexico.

A f te r  rev iew ing  the events 
since the assassination o f T ro t­
sky, M o rro w  showed th a t the 
T ro tsky is ts  th roughou t the w orld , 
basing themselves on the p r in c i­
ples o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l, 
had continued the socia list s tru g ­
gle fo r  which T ro ts k y  lived.
■ F o r  the rest, the speaker to ld  
o f T ro ts k y ’s ac tiv itie s  and f ig h t ­
ing  qua lities  wh ich w i l l  serve as 
a model to  the younger genera­
tion , and w i l l  s tee l a ll re vo lu tio n ­
ists in  periods o f reaction.

Corporations Get 
20 Billions In 
Profits This Year

The fraud of President 
Roosevelt’s "equal sacrifice” 
program was revealed this week 
when Leon Henderson, OPA 
head, estimated that corpora­
tions this year would reap 20 
billion dollars worth of profits.

According to ■ Ifenderspn.’s esti­
mate, pro fits  in  the firs t year of 
U n ited  States pa rtic ipa tion , in  the 
war would be fou r tim es as much 
as In 1939. and double the pro fits 
of 1940.

Henderson's figures d i f f e r  
s lig h tly  from  those of the conser­
va tive  T r e a s u r y  department, 
w h ich  estimates that the corpora­
tions w ilL  amass 17 billions, in 
pro fits th is  year.

By e ither of these figures it. is, 
clear tha t b ig  business is ge tting  
fat. ou the war.

W h ile  more taxes are being 
paid by the corporations, that does 
not .e lim inate w ar profiteering. 
According to Henderson’s esti­
mate, even w ith  a 75% tax on 
th e ir  income ttie  corporations 
would s t i l l  get a b illio n  dollars 
more in  pro fits than in  1939.

Henderson’s figures do not take 
in to  consideration the huge hid-

[ food costs more :j
ijjIN HARLEM
■;!. Housewives in  Harlem  a re ;f 
;> forced to pay 6 cents more o n ;;; 
¡¡■the do lla r fo r food than* house-;; 
¡; wives in  o ther parts of the c ity .;; 
¡[N o t on ly  do Harlem  retailers.;;; 
¡¡system atica lly overcharge,, but!; 
¡¡they also paint o ff in fe r io r  ¡[ 
¡¡goods fo r the h igh prices they!; 
¡¡exact. These facts and other!;' 
¡¡evidence of price d isc rim ina-!; 
¡¡tion  against the Negro people!; 
¡¡are offered in a pamphlet,!!'
!; "Food Costs More In. H arlem ,’*;! 
!; issued last week by the Na-o 
i tion a l Association fo r the Ad-;i 

¡ivancem ent o f Colored People. ;? 
;! The pam phlet charges tha t;!. 
¡‘ the Office of Price A dm in is tra -;'
* tion  — by le tt in g  the re ta ile rs ;; 

¡•freeze these d isc rim in a to ry  ¡ ‘ 
;> prices at the high March levels;; 
;;—has set its  stam p o f approval 
!■ on th is  gouging of the Negro!;

ipeople not on ly in Harlem  bu t!;’ 
in  a ll com m unities where Ne-!f' 
groes are segregated. !!;

den pro fits  given tire corporations 
by the government, which, is 
bu ild in g  and tu rn in g  over to the 
corporations huge plants w orth  
tens of m illio n s  of dollars..

The trend of w artim e economy 
is clear: more pro fits  fo r the boss­
es, a clamp on wages fo r the 
workers.

48 pages — 20c per copy

The pam phle t includes T ro tsky 's  a rtic le , 
''T h e  M ora lis ts  and Sycophants A ga inst 
M a rx ism ,/' which T ro tsky considered the 
second part o f "'The ir M ora ls  and O urs."

i /m
P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S

116 University Place New York City.

The C r is is  I n  
D e t r o i t  Hous ing
The Workers Have Gotten Many Promises 
But No Action from Government Officials

By LA R IS S A  R E E D

R E W A R D
Are you m oving? W ill pay $20  fo r  in fo rm a tio n ;
o f desirable 4-room  house in  Northwest seetio ij !

\  ,

available to  fa m ily  o f  3, by Sept. 10. Phone. . . . :

This extraordinary advertisement, appearing with varia­
tion’s and with increasing frequency in Detroit newspapers, 
sharply reflects the unparalleled housing distress in this city.
The Detroit tree  Press of August 17 declares: “ The Detroit 
housing mess. . . is something out of Alice-in-Wonderland. with 
admixtures of migraine and overtones of delirium tremens. It
isn ’t  possible tha t i t ’s as bad as; 
i t  is; but a ll tha t close exam ina­
tion  reveals is tha t (he s itua tion  
is even more appa lling  than i t  
seemed. And that, a lthough it  
should be Impossible, i t  grows 
worse da ily .”

An. occupancy rate of 85% is 
considered the danger po in t, yet 
D e tro it today lias a c ity  vacancy 
rate of less than one percent. W ar 
workers are liv in g  in  tents, t r a i l­
ers, shacks and firetraps, and 
"sleeping in  ro ta tion  in places 
jammed to- the  eaves.”

T h is  s itua tion  lias become a na­
tiona l scandal. The A’. Y. Times 
of August 8 reports tha t c ity  agen­
cies in  D e tro it are no longer able 
to cope w ith  the  housing s h o rt­
age. There ju s t isn 't such a t il in g  
as a place to ren t in  D e tro it. 
Charles F. Edgecomh. d irector- 
secretary of the D e tro it Housing 
Commission declared. "Money 
and price s im p ly  have no mean­
ing. There is a steady stream 
o f persons, m ostly in  fa m ily  
groups, com ing to tlie  W elfare or 
Housing offices da ily  from  the 
parks where they have squatted in 
desperation, unable to find homes. 
Others have moved’ in to  vacant 
store bu ild ings and converted fac­
to ry  lo f ts . . .We now have reached 
the stage where, whenever pos­
sible, we are fu rn is h in g  these peo­
ple- w ith  ra ilroa d  fare and send­
ing  them* back where they came 
from .”

S IT U A T IO N  FO R ESEEN
Despite o ffic ia l c lam or fo r more 

w ar production., these w ar w o rk­
ers are being driven* from  the c ity  
because of a shortage in  housiiig !

T h is  s itua tion  did. not come as 
a surprise, i t  was foreseen by a ll 
responsible persons w e ll over a 
year ago, when i t  became evident 
tha t tens of thousands of war 
workers would m igrate to D e tro it 
to man tlie  huge w ar p lants al­
ready under construction  >t. tha t 
tim e. Seven m onths ago the De­
t ro it  News w ro te regard ing the 
Ford W illo w  Run bomber plant,

* th a t i t  was "the greatest single 
.s to ry  s truc tu re  in the world , ad­
jacent to the greatest a irp o rt in  
the world , the g ian t 4-motored

' B-24 Consolidated h  o m h e r s . . .  
S tra igh t line  assembly has been 
worked ou t w ith  a de ta il tha t rep- 

! regents the apex of inven tive  gen­
ius. B u t plans fo r  housing and 
transporting  the workers who, 
w ith  th e ir  fam ilies  and those who 

.are to supplì/ th e ir  needs may to- 
! ta l 1.000.000 persons before the 
year's end. are v ir tu a lly  non-exist­
ent. It. is an appa lling  s to ry  of 
shortsightedness, o ffic ia l im po­
tence. buck-passing and priva te  

' ax-g rind ing . . .The in f lu x  of m i­
grants has started. O vercrowding 
of a ll housing fa c ilit ie s  is reach­
ing  a dangerous stage, according 
to health a u th o r it ie s .. .And p lan t 
construction and equipm ent are 
s t i l l  m onths from  com pletion.”

* S T IL L  W A IT IN G
In  th is  same a rtic le , the De- 

: t ro it  News pointed out tha t on 
Ju ly  1, 1941, two m onths a fte r 
the ground w a s , broken fo r  the 
bomber plant, the Council of De­
fense had appointed a com m ittee 
to study the W illo w  Run area and 
report on requirem ents. To date 
" i t  is  s t i l l  awaiting, th a t report.”

C ity, as w e ll as Federal, offic ia ls 
were fu lly  aware of the approach­
in g  housing crisis. E a rly  in Feb­
ru a ry  1942 the M ayor’s Committee 
on Defense H ousing emphasized 
im m ediate need fon a tremendous 
program  of housing. T h is  c ity  
com m ittee recommended th a t 65,- 
000. new dw ellings he b u ilt  in  the 
next 15 m onths in  the D e tro it in ­
d u s tr ia l reg ion  and the im m ediate 
construction of a c ity  fo r defense 
workers near the Ford bomber 
p lan t at W illo w  Run. T ills  pro­
jec t was to be b u ilt  bv the gov­
ernm ent, in c lud ing  at least 20,000 
perm anent dw e llin g  un its  im m e­
diately.. as w e ll as schools, paving 
sewers and other u iilU ies .

County offic ia ls  issued, warn ings 
regard ing the health dangers a t­
tendant upon, overcrowding which, 
would, resu lt fron t the housing 
shortage. Otto K. Engplke. d i­
re'-' i r  of W ashtenau County's 
°  ■ ’v Denartment. declared th a t
"T'vi.ess con tro l measures are in ­
s titu te d  at, once, before the fu l l 
tide o f m ig ra tion  sets in, we are 
due fo r  trouble. We can certa,in ly, 
expect epidemics, chiefly, typhoid, 
and increase in  tuberculosis. F a il­
ure to dispose o f garbage w i l l

breed rats  and flies, no torious  
carrie rs of disease. The chance of 
iso la ting  those w ith  communicable 
disease is s ligh t, since hospita l fa­
c ilit ie s  in  th is  area are w holly  
inadequate.”

U A W -C IO  PRO PO SAL
The pow erfu l UAW-CIO, fo re ­

seeing these conditions, ea rly  in i­
tia ted an energetic campaign to 
obtain the necessary housing ac­
commodations. On November 14 
of last year,, i t  was announced in 
W ashington th a t "P res iden t Roos­
evelt has indorsed a UAW -CIO 
proposal fo r creation of a 10,000 
home 'Defense C ity ’ iu  the De­
t ro it  area to house defense w o rk ­
ers in  a model com m un ity .”

T h is  proposal, stated the D e tro it 
News, “ fa r  out reaching any de­
fense Housing program  suggested 
previously anyw liere in  the coun­
t r y .  . .to  be b u ilt  on the most mod­
ern type o f c ity  plan, would have 
approxim ate ly  30,000 inhab itan ts. 
I t  would he located, the un ion 
proposed, in  the area between De­
t ro it  and Y ps ila n ti, to re lieve the 
housing shortage developing be­
cause of the Ford bomber p lan t 
at. W illo w  Run, expected to have 
70,000 employees when opera ting 
at capacity next year. The un ion 
proposed tha t the model commun­
ity  be owned by its  residents and 
b u ilt by money borrowed from  
the Federal governm ent. It. would 
have complete m un ic ipa l fa c ilit ie s  
w ith  a c iv ic  center, pa rks and 
recreation fa c ilit ie s . U A W  o f f i ­
c ia l W a lte r Reuther. . .pred icted 
tha t 'Defense C ity ' could be com­
pleted w ith in* one year.”

R O O S E V E LT ’S P R O M IS E
President Roosevelt made pub­

lic  a le tte r of approval fo r  the 
p lan: T ant very much interested 
in  the proposal advanced by the 
U A W  fo r ‘Defense C ity ,’ a com- 
m u n ity  of 10,000 dw ellings to bo 
located in  the D e tro it in d u s tr ia l 
area, and to he operated and m an­
aged under the M utua l Homo 
Ownership Plan. I  am in s tru c tin g  
the responsible Federal Housing 
agencies to survey the poss ib ili­
ties o f ‘Defense C ity ’ and subm it 
the results of th e ir  find ings fo r 
m y consideration a t the ea rlies t 
possible date. Please be assured 
of m y in te rest in  m aking  t l i i l  
housing proposal a r e a l i t y . . . ”

I t  is now alm ost a year sinoa 
Roosevelt pu b lic ly  declared th a t 
he was interested “ in  m aking th is  
(•UAW) housing proposal a rea l­
ity . ”  B u t no th in g  has been done 
to make i t  a re a lity . N e ithe r has 
an y th in g  been done about a ll the 
other plans, proposals and resolu­
tions to b u ild  the necessary 
houses to r w a r workers, who con­
tinue  to pour in to  the c ity  at the 
rate of about 5,000 fam ilies  a 
month.

In  th is  same period w h ile  v ir tu ­
a lly  no th ing  has been done about 
p ro v id ing  housing accommoda­
tions fo r the workers, the b ig  cap­
ita lis ts  have received every co­
operation from  federal and  local 
au tho rities  to rush th rough  to 
com pletion th e ir  m agnificent m il­
lion -do lla r plants, equipped w ith  
the finest o f machine tools, p ro­
vided and paid fo r by the U. S. 
Treasury. The big  corporations 
sot the p lants: the workers got 
the promises. W hy?

(Subsequent issues o f T H E  
M IL IT A N T  w ill ca rry  o ther a r ­
tic les by La rissa  Reed on the De­
t r o it  housing cris is  and the ru n ­
around g iven the U A W  p lan .)
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'LABOR WITH A WHITE SKEW 
CANNOT EMANCIPATE IT SHELF 
WHERE LABOR WITH A  BLACK 
SKIN IM BRANDED" — K A R L  
MARX.

The

Negro Struggle
= By A lb e rt P a rke r ¡

A Statement On the Negroes and India
On the whole, the N egro  press 

has no t thus fa r  devoted any­
where near the  am ount o f a t­
ten tion  to  the present s trugg le  
in  India, th a t i t  deserves. There 
have been a few  sho rt a rtic les  
and some ed ito ria ls , ch ie fly  on 
the a rres t o f Gandhi and the 
o ther Congress leaders. Some 
papers have pointed out the d i f ­
ference between the ta lk  about 
democracy and the trea tm e n t o f 
the Ind ian  people. B u t genera l­
ly  speaking, the N egro papers 
have no t come out w ith  a sharp, 
c lear stand on the Ind ian  f ig h t.

W hy  th is  is the case on the 
p a rf o f the in d iv idu a l im p o rtan t 
Negro weeklies, i t  is d i f f ic u lt  to 
a ttem p t to  exp la in . C e rta in ly  
th e ir  present silence o r b re v ity  
does not jibe  a t a ll w ith  the de­
ta iled  and decisive statem ents 
m ost o f them  made before the 
beg inn ing o f the c iv il disobedi­
ence cam paign now in  progress.

NEGROES SUPPO RT 
IN D IA N S

N o r does i t  conform  to  the 
sentim ents o f the g re a t mass 
o f Negroes, m ost o f whom show 
an intense in te res t in the In ­
dian s trugg le  and express on ly 
w arm  sym pathy fo r  the Ind ian 
fig h te rs .

Least o f a ll does such a tre a t­
m ent o f th is  problem serve tho 
in terests o f the Negro s trugg le  
fo r  equa lity  in th is  country . As 
we pointed ou t in  th is  colum n 
last week, the argum ents raised 
by spokesmen fo r  B r it is h  im pe­
r ia lis m  against the Ind ian 
s tru g g le  are s im ila r  in  a ll basic 
respects to those voiced by the 
defenders o f J im  Crowism 
against the s trugg le  to  end ra ­
c ia l d isc rim in a tio n  in  th is  coun­
t r y .  The N egro  people can and 
should defend th e ir  own in te r­
ests in  th is  coun try  by tak in g  
an uncom prom ising stand on be­
h a lf  o f the f ig h t  fo r  Ind ian  in ­
dependence. P la in ly  enough, a 
N egro  paper which does no t 
take a clear stand on th is  ques­
tion , now th a t the Ind ian s tru g ­
gle has reached a cruc ia l stage, 
is not in  a good log ica l o r m o­
ra l position to  a ttack  those fo r ­
m er “ frien ds ”  o f the N egro peo­
ple who rem a in  s ilen t on the 
present N egro  s trugg le  because 
there is a w ar on.

R A N D O LP H  S T A T E M E N T
In  con trast to most o f the Ne­

g ro  press was the statem ent 
made las t week by A. P h ilip  
Randolph on beha lf o f the 
M arch  on W ashington move­
m ent which he leads. A ltho ug h  
th is  s ta tem ent is open to  con­
siderable c ritic ism , as we sha ll 
show below,' i t  is s ig n if ic a n t as 
the statem ent o f a N egro whose 
po s ition  o f leadership in the Ne­
g ro  movement depends upon his 
expressing, even though in d is ­
to rted  fo rm , the asp ira tions and 
sentim ents o f the rank and file . 
The statem ent began as fo llow s :

“ The M arch on W ashington 
movement ’ ha ils the  m ilita n t, 
noble and pers is ten t s trugg le  of 
the people o f Ind ia  fo r  freedom 
and independence fro m  the b ru ­
ta l ty ra n n y  o f G reat B r ita in .

“ Negro people o f Am erica, 
the W est Indies and A fr ic a  
should support th is  g rim , de­
term ined and courageous ba ttle  
fo r  freedom under the ga llan t, 
w ise and dauntless leadership 
o f Mohandas K . Gandhi fo r  they 
constitu te  ope ,o f the g re a t op­
pressed and exp lo ited sections 
o f the da rke r races o f the 
w orld , seeking th e ir  libe ra tion  
from  ruth less B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism .”

W ith  th is  p a r t o f the s ta te ­
m ent we are in p ra c tica lly  com­
plete agreement. We th in k  th a t 
i t  expresses the sentim ents o f 
the Negro masses.

G A N D H I-R A N D O L P H
S IM IL A R IT Y

(O ur single ob jection to  th is  
p a r t o f the sta tem ent would be 
to  the characteriza tion  o f Gan­
dhi. We fu l ly  support the s tru g ­
gle now go ing on in Ind ia , even 
tho ugh  fo r  the tim e  i t  is under 
the leadership o f Gandhi, and 
we oppose the B r it is h  ja il in g  o f 
Gandhi, bu t we have no i l lu ­
sions about Gandhi, who has 
o ften  placed h im se lf in  the 
leadership o f Ind ian  strugg les 
in  the past on ly  to ca ll them 
o f f  a t the decisive moment and 
to  compromise and surrender to 
the B r it is h  ru le rs . In  th is  re ­
spect, Gandhi is like  Randolph 
who also has often  placed h im ­
se lf a t the head o f Negro s tru g ­
gles on ly  to call them  o f f  in  
re tu rn  fo r  a shabby com pro­
mise, as lie did la s t year when 
he called o f f  the M arch on 
W ashing ton. I t  is one th in g  to 
support the s trugg le  w h ich is 
being led by Gandhi, i t  is  an­
other and a d iffe re n t th in g  to 
spread illus ions about h im .)

There are o ther p a rts  in  Ran­

do lph ’s s ta tem ent which are also 
sub s tan tia lly  correct. He urges 
N egro organ izations to adopt 
reso lu tions dem anding the free ­
dom o f Ind ia , to demand the 
freedom  o f the Congress p a rty  
leaders, to send expressions o f 
sym pathy to  Ind ia , etc.

R A N D O L P H ’S A P P R O A C H  
IN C O R R E C T

B u t w h ile  Randolph takes a 
much m ore positive stand on 
beha lf o f the Ind ian  s trugg le  
than has been taken in  any 
o ther Negro statem ent we have 
seen, i t  is  nevertheless inaecept- 
able. F o r Randolph sees the In ­
d ian s tru g g le  fo r  independence 
from  Great B r ita in  as p a rt o l 
G reat B r ita in ’s w ar against the 
A x is , and he wants Negroes to 
appeal to C h urch ill fo r  Ind ia ’s 
independence on the grounds 
th a t th is  would be in  the in ­
terests o f B r ita in .

Randolph thus puts h im se lf 
in  the position o f t ry in g  to  te ll 
“ ru th less B r it is h  im p e ria lism ”  
w ha t is the best w ay  fo r  i t  to 
conduct its  im p e ria lis t w a r. To 
th is  C hurch ill and the o ther rep ­
resentatives o f Ind ian  oppres­
sion would probably rep ly , 
“ Thank you, bu t we know how 
to best conduct our w a r and 
p ro tect our im p e ria lis t in te r ­
ests.”

B R IT A IN  W O U LD  R A T H E R  
LO SE W A R  T H A N  CO LO N IES

The B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  are 
f ig h t in g  th is  w a r to be able to  
m a in ta in  th e ir  hold over the 
colonies. So fa r  as they are con­
cerned, there would be no sense 
in f ig h t in g  the w a r a t a ll i f  
they have to g ive up colonies 
lik e  Ind ia  to w in  it .  T h e ir con­
duct o f the w a r in M alaya and 
B urm a shows th a t they would 
much p re fe r to lose Ind ia  to 
Japanese im peria lism  than to 
lose i t  to the Ind ian people, be­
cause they fee l they have a bet­
te r  chance o f g e ttin g  the colo­
nies back fro m  th e ir  r iv a l im ­
pe ria lis ts  than they would o f 
g e ttin g  them  back fro m  the co­
lon ia l people. T h a t was why the 
B ritish .,agreed, w h il^  they were 
ne go tia tin g  the surrender o f 
S ingapore, th a t “ 1000 B r it is h  
troops would rem ain in  S inga­
pore C ity  to  m a in ta in  order un­
t i l  the Japanese A rm y  comple­
ted occupation.”  (N . Y . Times, 
Feb. 16, 1942.)

Those who. re a lly  w an t to 
support In d ia ’s s tru g g le  m ust 
understand the con trad ic tion  in 
w h ich Randolph and a ll o ther 
supporters o f the im p e ria lis t 
w a r f in d  themselves. In  th is  
s trugg le  you are e ithe r fo r  In ­
dia f ig h t in g  aga inst B r ita in , or 
fo r  B r ita in  f ig h t in g  aga inst In ­
dia. You cannot be fo r  Ind ia  on 
the ground th a t its  freedom w ill 
aid the in te rests  o f B r it is h  im ­
peria lism  any more than you 
can be fo r  B r it is h  im peria lism  
in  th is  s tru g g le  on the ground 
th a t its  continued dom ination 
o f Ind ia  w ill aid the in te rests 
o f Ind ia .

N E E D  FOR C LE A R  
PROGRAM

We have no th ing  in  common 
w ith  those who spread th is  k ind 
o f confusion —  and Randolph 
is by no means the on ly  one whd 
does. I t  is  undoubtedly th is  
same con trad ic tion  in  which 
Randolph is involved th a t is re ­
sponsible fo r  the w ay in which 
the Ind ian  s trugg le  has been 
handled thus fa r  by the Negro 
papers, m ost o f w h ich are also 
com m itted to support o f the im ­
p e ria lis t w ar.

As fo r  us, we do no t see any 
com m unity  o f in te res t between 
the slaveholder (B r it is h  im pe­
r ia lis m ) and his slaves (the  co­
lo n ia l people.) Those who te ll 
the masses th a t the  way to  end 
slavery is by appealing to  the 
reason o f the slaveholder, and 
te ll in g  h im  th a t i t  is in  his own 
in te rests  to  free the slaves, w ill 
never lead the slaves to  free ­
dom. On the con tra ry , by such 
a course they on ly  guarantee 
the con tinuation  o f the slave­
ho lder’s power.

W ith  th is  v iew po in t we are 
sure tile  mass o f the Negro peo­
ple w i l l  agree. They know  w ha t 
oppression is fro m  th e ir  own 
experiences, and they hate i t  
w hether i t  is imposed by fas ­
c is t o r “ dem ocratic” , oppress­
ors. Jus t as they co rre c tly  place 
the in terests o f the Negro 
s trugg le  in  th is  cou n try  above 
the in te rests o f the im p e ria lis t 
w a r, so too w i l l  th e y  support 
the s trugg le  o f th e ir  Ind ian  
bro thers and sisters, regardless 
o f the fa lse  argum ents o f those 
who w a n t to preserve B r it is h  
im peria lism . A nd  those who t r y  
the im possib le task  o f reconcil 
in g  the  in te rests o f im peria lism  
w ith  the in te rests o f the 
masses.

Trotsky’s Message - Socialism 
Is The Only Road For Humanity
Extracts from Albert Goldman’s Speech at the New York Trotsky Memorial Meeting, August 21 , 1942

Two years have elapsed since S ta lin , th rou gh  his agent 
Jacson, succeeded in  ach ieving his m ost cherished am b ition  w ith in  
t)je la s t tw o  decades, to remove Leon T ro ts k y  fro m  the  rea lm  
o f the liv in g . B y  v ir tu e  o f th is  m urder fu tu re  generations w il l  
consider S ta lin  as hav ing  com m itted the grea test s ingle crim e 
ever com m itted aga inst the  w o rk in g  masses. F o r he deprived 
them  a t th is  c r it ic a l m om ent in  the h is to ry  o f m ankind o f the 
one m an who, were he a live, m ig h t have been the fa c to r w h ich 
means the d iffe rence between v ic to ry  and defeat fo r  the socia list 
revo lu tion .

We can bei t r u ly  g ra te fu l th a t the forces o f h is to ry  did no t 
p e rm it S ta lin  to  com m it the m urder u n t il ou r teacher had 
succeeded in  exp la in ing  to us the causes th a t led to  the degenera­
tio n  o f the Soviet U nion. Had S ta lin  been able to  take T ro ts k y ’s 
l i fe  15 or so years ea rlie r, the chances are th a t we w ould have 
had to w a it m any years before someone w ould arise to  fu rn is h  
us w ith  the correct exp lanation  o f the causes th a t led to  the 
rise  o f a reg im e in the Soviet Un ion w h ich  constitu tes a denia l 
o f eve ry th in g  th a t we believed and hoped would come ou t o f the 
greatest revo lu tion  in  h is to ry .

The S ta lin is t reg im e in the Soviet U n ion  was the rock upon 
which m any a dream and hope were shattered. People were 
unable to  understand how a soc ia lis t revo lu tion  could g ive rise 
to a government- th a t destroyed freedom  fo r  those who had 
devoted th e ir  lives to socialism , th a t u tilize d  the fou les t methods 
to b ring  d iscred it upon the leaders o f the October Revolution. 
And many became disheartened and gave up the s trugg le  fo r  the 
ideal o f socialism . H ow  could a soc ia lis t revo lu tion  g ive rise  to 
a regim e which based its e lf  on no th in g  b u t lies and te rro r?

T ro ts k y  w ro te  and expla ined and we read and understood 
and continued the strugg le . M any gave up the s trugg le ; m any 
even saw or pretended to see in c a p ita lis t democracy the true  
hope o f m ankind. W hat u t te r  self-deception! To behold in  a 
reg im e th a t is ro tten  and dy ing the po ss ib ility  o f so lv ing  the ills  
o f the w o rld !

B u t those who did no t w a n t to  re t ire  fro m  thè s trugg le  
accepted the exp lanation o f T ro ts k y  and the re s u lt is th a t we 
are here to n ig h t m eeting under the  auspices o f an organized 
group, m ourn ing  fo r  ou r teacher bu t determ ined to  c a rry  on the 
s trugg le  regardless o f consequences u n t il v ic to ry  crowns our 
e ffo rts , u n t il the ideas o f T ro ts k y  are realized.

*  *  *

W h a t would have been. T ro ts k y ’s message to  the w orkers 
o f the Soviet Un ion now th a t the event; he predicted and warned 
them  aga inst has come to  pass, the a ttack  o f H it le r  on th e  Soviet 
U n ion? W ha t would have been T ro ts k y ’s message to the workers 
o f E ng land «n d  o f th is  country? I  am as certa in  as I  am o f 
stand ing on th is  p la tfo rm  th a t in  substance i t  would have been 
the same as the message th a t the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
presents th rough  its  press and speakers.

N a tu ra lly , w ith  h is g re a t genius he would have illum ina ted  
the scene much be tte r and would have penetrated much more 
deeply in to  the events tra n s p ir in g  before our eyes. B u t the 
essentia l message would have been the same.

To the w orkers  in  the  Soviet U n ion he .w ould have said: 
F ig h t on, f ig h t on! Guard w ith  y o u r -lives the conquests o f 
October, even under S ta lin . The Sòvièt w hrkers are indeed fo llo w ­
in g  th a t message. H ow  else can we exp la in  the  heroism  o f the 
Red A rm y  except on the  basis th a t they understand w h a t they 
are f ig h tin g  fo r?

The Soviet w orkers would no t s u ffe r and die on the  basis o f 
S ta lin ’s appeal to them  to  rem em ber the Russian heroes o f old, 
the heroes o f the Russian land lords; they  are enduring  in ­
describable to r tu re  on ly  because they understand th a t a v ic to ry  
o f H it le r  means a re tu rn  to c a p ita lis t exp lo ita tion  w ith  a fasc is t 
covering. They are sustained in  th e ir  s trugg les by  memories o f 
October even though S ta lin  is doing his best to  destroy those 
memories.

T ro ts k y ’s message would no t have ended w ith  an appeal to  
f ig h t to the death  and ne ithe r does our. The m ore desperate the 
crisis, in  the Soviet U n ion  becomes, the g re a te r the necessity fo r  
the  ove rth row  o f the S ta lin is t reg im e. The s itua tion  has reached 
a po in t where a lm ost no m a tte r w h a t happens, the  conquests o f 
October are in  danger o f destruction . T h a t goes w ith o u t saying i f  
H it le r  is  v ic to rious . B u t i t  is also exceedingly lik e ly  even i f  the 
dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts  succeed in de feating  H itle r .  F o r by th is  
tim e  the destruction  in  the Soviet U n ion  is so vast th a t S ta lin  
w i l l  be compelled to beg h is a llies fo r  aid and his c a p ita lis t a llies 
w i l l  g ive aid on ly  on cond ition  o f economic concessions. S ta lin  
has a lready g iven v ita l p o lit ic a l concessions and he w i l l  no t

The Case o f  M a jo r  
H orace  D odge
E d ito r:

E q u a lity  o f sacrifice  is indeed 
a noble and lo f ty  though t. T ha t 
the ric h  and the poor, the h igh - 
placed and the lo w ly , should to ­
gether, w ith o u t d is tinc tion , f ig h t  
shoulder to shoulder, is claimed 
to be the essence o f tru e  democ­
racy!

However, in  the ve ry  na ture  o f 
th ings, a pe rfect balance is ra re ­
ly  achieved, and sometimes i t  ap­
pears th a t the poor and the low ­
ly  are called upon to  c a rry  more 
than th e ir  share. T ha t th is  is 
no t a lways so is shown by the 
courageous conduct and sa c rific ­
ing  a ttitu d e  o f Horace E. Dodge, 
w ea lthy  p layboy, member o f one 
o f A m erica ’s 60 fam ilies , on 
whose case the D e tro it  press has 
shed a l i t t le  l ig h t.

H eretofore , Horace’s con trib u ­
tion  to the w e lfa re  o f his country 
has been to spend la v ish ly  o f 
the m illio ns  le f t  to h im  by his 
A u to  Baron fa th e r and to  re g ­
u la r ly  change his w ives. Now, 
overcome w ith  the desire to  do 
his share, he has answered the 
call to  the colors and been com­
missioned a M a jo r! Stationed in 
W ash ing ton, D. C., i t  is reported 
th a t he is a “ specia list.”  Jus t 
w h a t th is  is, I  do no t know, bu t

the papers ad m it he never had 
any m il ita ry  t ra in in g  before. A t  
any ra te , his duties m ust be con­
sidered a m il ita ry  secret, since 
they have no t been divulged, de­
sp ite  m any queries by newspa­
permen.

Horace’s t ra in in g  su its  h im  ad­
m ira b ly  fo r  such a h igh  m il ita ry  
post. H a v ing  m any tim es faced 
the heavy barrage o f divorce la w ­
yers, th is  cock-ta il lounge com­
mando is su re ly  the s tu f f  fro m  
which leaders o f f ig h t in g  men are 
made!

B u t the supreme jo y  o f lead­
in g  men in to  ba ttle  is to be de­
nied ou r hero and herein lies the 
q u a lity  o f h is g re a t sacrifice. 
The s p ir it  o f the barracks, the 
th r i l l  o f the bugle sounding a t 
the crack o f dawn, a l l th is  H o r­
ace m ust forego. Denied the p r i­
vilege o f serv ing  in  the f r o n t ­
lines, M a jo r Dodge w i l l  have to 
content h im se lf w ith  the head­
lines. B u t d u t ifu lly ,  as a rea l sol­
d ie r should, he bows to th is  w ith ­
out pro test.

Surrounded by h is s ta ff,  the 
M a jo r bears w ith  great? fo r titu d e  
the harsh conditions o f  m il ita ry  
life  in  the C ap ito l, according to  
the press. Toge ther w ith  his 
aides a t G. H . Q. located in  the 
swank W ardm an P a rk  H o te l, the 
day-to -day s tra te g y  is outlined'. 
P repared fo r  any emergency, his

A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
hesitate to  g ra n t economic ones.

A  th ird  p o ss ib ility  is a separate peace between S ta lin  and 
H itle r .  I  do no t consider i t  ve ry  probable, bu t the re  is  a d is tin c t 
poss ib ility . In  th a t case S ta lin  becomes H it le r ’s henchman and 
under the guidance o f H itle r ,  S ta lin  w i l l  proceed once m ore  to 
bu ild  socialism  in  one coun try— th is  tim e  in  a much sm alle r coun­
try ,  perhaps on ly  in  S iberia. B u t since S ta lin  has never indicated 
th a t the bu ild ing  o f socialism  in  one cou n try  depended upon its  
size we m ay presume th a t, w ith  H it le r ’s perm ission, he w i l l  renew 
his e ffo r ts  to achieve his u top ia  regardless o f how m uch te r r ito ry  
he has to experim ent w ith .

I f  ever a theory  has been tra g ic a lly  re fu ted, i t  is the S ta lin is t 
theo ry  o f socialism  in  one coun try . I t  was exceedingly d if f ic u lt  
even fo r  T ro ts k y  to convince people o f the  ab su rd ity  and 
c r im in a lity  o f th a t theory. I t  took H it le r  to  confirm  in  practice 
th a t socialism  is possible on ly  on a w o rld  scale and th a t a 
coun try  in w h ich a socia lis t re vo lu tio n  has occurred cannot, hope 
to bu ild  a new soc ia lis t society w ith o u t the extension o f the 
revo lu tion  to the advanced ca p ita lis t countries.

We have no t heard no r read a sing le  w ord  com ing fro m  the 
S ta lin is ts  o r th e ir  sym path izers in defense o f the theo ry  o f 
socialism  in  one coun try .

In  the la s t analysis i t  is th a t the o ry  which is responsible fo r  
the defeats o f the Red A rm y  in  sp ite  o f its  heroic strugg les. 
The on ly  weapon th a t can save the Soviet U n ion  is incom patib le 
w ith  th a t theory . I t  is the weapon o f re v o lu tio n a ry  propaganda, 
ai weapon th a t can be used on ly  by people who believe and who 
have fa ith  in the w orld  soc ia lis t ^revolution.

I t  is evident th a t in a prolonged w a r the in d u s tr ia l su p e rio rity  
o f G erm any guarantees i t  a v ic to ry  over th e  Soviet U nion. The 
young Soviet Republic was saved by the German Revolu tion in  
1918. I t  was no t a p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion— the Social Dem ocratic 
leaders saw to  i t  th a t the revo lu tion  rem ained w ith in  the lim its  
o f c a p ita lis t p ro p e rty  re la tions. Nevertheless th a t revo lu tion  
saved the Soviet U n ion. A nd on ly  a p ro le ta ria n  re vo lu tion  in  
Germ any o r England o r the U n ited  States can once more save the 
Soviet Republic.

I t  is th is  fa c to r th a t makes i t  absolute ly  essentia l fo r  the 
Soviet masses to r id  themselves o f the S ta lin is t reg im e. U nder 
the banner o f Len in  and T ro ts k y  the Soviet masses can be 
v ic to rious bu t never under the banner o f S ta lin , a banner o f 
treachery  and be traya l.

*  *  *

I f  T ro ts k y  were a live  i t  w ould be n o t on ly  his message th a t 
would count. S ta lin  understood and fea red the p o ss ib ility  o f a 
m ovem ent among the Soviet masses, in  case o f serious m il ita ry  
reverses d u rin g  a w a r, to  demand the re tu rn  o f the leader o f 
the Red A rm y  v ic to rious  in  the days o f the C iv il W ar. There 
are m illio ns  o f w orkers in  the Soviet U n ion  who rem em ber w e ll 
the in s p ir in g  leadership o f Leon T ro ts k y  in  the years o f  1918 
th rou gh  1920, when the Red A rm y  fo u g h t he ro ica lly  and defeated 
its  enemies.

In  these da rk  hours the thoughts o f m illio ns  o f Soviet w o rk -

IN D IA N  PEASANTS  
NEED WORKERS A ID

(Continued fro m  page 1)
m ittees and to  proceed w ith  the 
d iv is ion  o f the land.

The Ind ian  peasants are look­
in g  to  the p ro le ta r ia t in  the 
c ities to  g ive them  guidance and 
leadership. The m ost backward 
Ind ian  peasant knows th a t the 
on ly  ones who supported the Rus-

s ta f f  includes a tas te r who sam­
ples a ll d rinks  to  see. th a t they 
conform  to regu la tions. N ig h t ly  
they sa lly  fo r th  in  b a ttle  a rra y  
to  b litz k r ie g  the bars and local 
H o t Spots.

I t  is re lia b ly  reported th a t 
Horace is determ ined to  “ go a ll 
o u t”  fo r  the w a r e ffo r t .  I t  m ust 
be apparent by now th a t when 
i t  comes to  sacrifice  —  the M a­
jo r  is in a class by h im se lf. A nd 
i t  is  ju s t th is  fa c t th a t the m il­
lions o f men fro m  the factories 
and fie lds  who make up the a rm y  
are no t lik e ly  to  fo rg e t.

B . G
N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

ers, as they are con fronted w ith  de feat under S ta lin , would 
in e v ita b ly  have tu rned  towards T ro tsky . The demand fo r  his 
re tu rn  would have been the ra l ly in g  slogan o f the p o lit ic a l revo lu ­
tio n  aga inst S ta lin . The ty ra n t  w ith in  the K re m lin  w a lls  feared 
th a t ve ry  th in g  and th a t is w hy he was so anxious and determ ined 
to m urder T ro ts k y  before the Soviet U n ion was invo lved in w ar.

*  *  *

B u t the message o f T ro ts k y  would no t have been lim ite d  
to  th$ Soviet w orkers. Above a ll he w ou ld  have appealed to the 
E ng lish  and Am erican w orkers in  whose hands lies the  fa te  o f 
the w o rk in g  masses and o f hum an ity . They s t i l l  have th e ir  
o rgan iza tions; they have no t been defeated; they are p o w e rfu l 
and vigorous.

They see on ly  the fo re ig n  enemy; they have th e ir  eyes glued 
on H it le r  whom they dread. They are r ig h t  in  fe a rin g  h im , bu t 
they m ust understand th a t the cap ita lis ts  in  th e ir  own countries 
do no t have the same k ind  o f fe a r o f H itle r .  They are, a fra id  o f 
H it le r  because he represents the r iv a l cap ita lis ts  o f Germ any, 
eager to  g rab  the colonies and w ea lth  now in  the possession o f 
the B r it is h  and Am erican cap ita lis ts . The Am erican and E ng lish  
b ig  business people are n o t w o rried  about a possible fasc is t 
reg im e in  th e ir  countries. In  fa c t, whenever i t  becomes .necessary 
fo r  them  to have such a reg im e, they w il l  t r y  to  b r in g  i t  in to  
existence.

The A m erican  and E ng lish  w orkers  m ust learn th a t so long 
as the cap ita lis ts  con tro l the economic li fe  o f th e ir  na tions, so 
long w i l l  the w a r o f those nations be an im p e ria lis t w ar. A  defeat 
o f H i t le r ’s arm ies w i l l  not de feat fascism  in  E ngland o r the 
U n ite d  States. W h a t can and w i l l  de feat fascism  the w o rld  over 
is a w o rke rs ’ governm ent in  Eng land and in the  U n ited  States. 
A  w o rke rs ’ governm ent ta k in g  con tro l o f a ll industries can appeal 
to the colon ia l masses and above a ll to the German masses.

The message o f T ro tsky , w h ich  is our message, w ou ld  be: 
W orkers  o f Eng land and the U n ited  States, you are now fig h tin g  
in a w a r w h ich  is on ly  in  the in te res t o f you r b ig  cap ita lis ts ; 
take the governm ent in to  you r own hands; take the industries 
aw ay fro m  the c a p ita lis ts ; p roc la im  you r de te rm ina tion  fi> bu ild  
socialism . A nd  the masses a ll over the  w o rld , inc lud ing  Germ any, 
w i l l  rise  aga inst th e ir  H it le rs  and M ussolin is. You w i l l  then w in  
the w a r aga inst a l l the  exp lo ite rs  o f the  w o rld . You w i l l  have 
peace and secu rity . There is no road to  peace and secu rity  o ther 
than the road o f socialism .

*  *  *

How long w i l l  the w a r continue w ith  its  te rr ib le  destruction? 
W ha t w i l l  be its  outcome? W e cannot be certa in  about the 
answers.

We are sure o f th is . C ap ita lism  has reached a stage where 
i t  can o ffe r  no th in g  bu t w ars and fascism  and a ll th a t these 
im p ly . The masses m ust take th e ir  fa te  in to  th e ir  own hands and 
begin the bu ild ing  o f a new society. K no w ing  th is  the advanced 
w o rke rs  have no a lte rn a tive  except to  continue the s trugg le  fo r  
the libe ra tion  o f the w o rk in g  masses. And th is  s trugg le  can be 
v ic torious on ly under the banner o f M a rx ,, Engels, Lenin and 
T ro tsky .

Even i f  the w o rs t should come we sha ll continue the s trugg le . 
Ind iv id ua ls  m ay ge t t ire d  bub the masses cannot and w il l  no t 
cease to  s trugg le . H it le r  ca ritfiitl solve the problem s o f society 
i f  he is v ic to rious ; C h u rch ill and Roosevelt cannot solve those 
problems i f  they are v ic to rious. The s tru g g le  m ust go on.

I f  the Soviet U n ion  should be destroyed i t  w i l l  constitu te  a. 
te rr ib le  blow. B u t even now, the fires o f re vo lu tion  are being 
ligh te d  in  Ind ia . Those fires m ay be dampened in  one p a r t  o f  
the w o rld  b u t th e y  cannot be extingu ished everywhere. W e doubt 
the w illingness and a b il i ty  o f Gandhi and N ehru , representing  
the cap ita lis ts  o f Ind ia , to wage a s tru g g le  to  th e 1 end. B u t we 
have fa ith  in  the Ind ia n  masses. I f  th e y  do n o t have the p rope r 
leadership now, the y  w i l l  have i t  in  the fu tu re . A ltho ug h  the 
Ind ian  s trugg le  fo r  independence is n o t the  social revo lu tion  
w h ich  we ca ll fo r , i t  is nevertheless, even under Gandhi and 
N ehru , a s trugg le  aga ins t im p eria lism  and we support it .

The Ind ian  masses and the masses everywhere w i l l  learn in  
the school o f b it te r  experience th a t v ic to ry  is possible b u t on ly  
under the banner represented by T ro tsky . A t  present on ly  a 
hand fu l m ourns the loss o f ou r g re a t teacher. B u t as the s trugg le  
o f the masses develops, the y  w i l l  learn about h is li fe  and teach­
ings.

Jus t before he died Leon T ro ts k y  to ld  us to  “ go fo rw a rd .”  
He d id  n o t mean, he could no t have meant, th a t ou r pa th  w i l l  be 
s tra ig h t and smooth. M ore than  anyone else he understood w h a t 
g re a t d iff ic u lt ie s  con fro n t us. B u t hfe understood th a t by  s trugg le  
we can overcome those d ifficu ltie s . There w i l l  be defeats bu t also 
v ic to ries .

Guided by his teachings, insp ired by his life , we sha ll proceed 
to spread his message, confident th a t u ltim a te  v ic to ry  belongs to  
the exp lo ited masses. U nde r the banner o f T ro ts k y  the  masses 
w il l  m arch tow ards socialism  and w i l l  achieve peace and security .

sian peasants in  th e ir  demand fo r  
the land and in  th e ir  s trugg le  
aga inst the land lords and the  
C za ris t reg im e were the Russian 
workers.

T h is  is the f irs t  tim e  in  h is to ry  
th a t the w o rk in g  class is being 
called upon to  assume the  leader­
sh ip  o f an ag ra ria n  revo lu tion  in 
a colon ia l country . The scope of 
th is  revo lu tion  is likew ise  un­
precedented, in vo lv in g  as i t  does 
the bu lk  o f In d ia ’s popu la tion  o f 
400,000,000.

The Ind ia n  w orkers  possess an 
im p o rta n t advantage in  th a t then- 
ties w ith  the v illa g e  are s t i l l  
fresh. They have a t th e ir  disposal 
the recent lessons o f h is to ry , 
above a ll those o f the Russian 
and Chinese experiences. Once 
the Ind ian  peasantry becomes 
imbued w ith  the convic tion th a t 
the w orkers are prepared to  f ig h t 
w ith  them  to  the end, no power 
on ea rth  w i l l  be able to  w ith ­
stand; the  onw ard sweep o f th e  
Ind ia n  revo lu tion .

/ f

DEFENSE 
POLICY 
in  the

MINNEAPOLIS
TRIAL

1—  A C ritic ism  by G ram lizo M unis

2—  An Answer by James P. Cannon

The po licy  o f the defense in the h is to ric  
t r ia l  o f 28 members o f the  Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  and the CIO  is analyzed 
and discussed fro m  tw o  po in ts  o f  v ie w  
in  th is  c lear and il lu m in a tin g  polem ic on 
M a rx is t p rinc ip les  and' propaganda 
methods.
T h is pam ph le t w i l l  be o f especial in te r-  

'  est to a ll who have read the  tw o  o ther 
P ioneer Pam phlets on the t r ia l  —  
James P. Cannon’s “ Socialism  On T r ia l”  
and A lb e r t  Goldm an’s “ In  Defense o f 
Socialism .”
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JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the  governm ent, b u t unde r c o n tro l 
o f the  trade un ions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the  gov» 
ernm ent b u t c o n tro lle d  by the trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fte d  in to  the arm y.

S. F u ll e qu a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the arm ed 
forces and the  w ar in dustrie s— Down 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everywhere.

4 . C onfiscation o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p ria tio n  o f a ll w ar in d u s trie s  and th e ir  
ope ra tion  und e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a ris in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7 . A n  Independent Labor P a rty  based on 
the  T rade U nions.

8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

W hat’s Wrong
W ith The ALP

Wartime conditions have made it mandatory 
for the workers to find a means of political ex­
pression and struggle. Issues confronting the work­
ers which formerly were in the main fought out 
on the economic level are now lifted to the political 
plane.

Disputes between labor and management tend 
to become disputes between labor and govern­
mental boards and agencies. Every basic problem 
faced by the workers — even such elementary 
problems as wages, hours of work, and the speed­
up—must now be fought out not only with the 
individual employer but with the whole political 
apparatus of the Roosevelt war machine.

Under the impulse of war, moreover, workers are 
of necessity looking beyond their immediate 
economic demands to the more general political 
questions of the conduct of the war, its aims and 
its outcome.

The New York workers, liv ing in the metro­
politan center of the country. are among the most 
politicaly advanced sections of the working class. 
The American Labor Party of New York, there­
fore, could be the most potent force for independent 
labor political action in America. That is why, in 
the current gubernatorial campaign, the politically 
advanced workers throughout the country have 
followed the actions of the ALP with the closest 
interest. In the current state elections the ALP 
could well have started the American workers on 
the path towards a national independent labor 
party.

But what did the ALP leaders do?
These political pygmies have once again demon­

strated themselves to be only the camp followers 
of the Democratic Party of Roosevelt.

This year, more than ever before, they have 
succeeded in making the Labor Party an object of 
scorn and ridicule instead of the inspiration to the 
American workers that it could be.

In the current New York gubernatorial cam­
paign, the ALP leaders announced in advance that 
they would support the pro-Roosevelt James Mead, 
i f  he were nominated by the Democratic conven­
tion. They threatened that i f  he or some other 
Democrat approved by Roosevelt were not 
nominated by the Democratic convention, they 
would run an independent candidate.

The Democratic convention nominated John J. 
Bennett, an anti-Roosevelt tool of Farley. The 
ALP  leaders’ answer was to nominate a candidate 
of their “ own” — Dean Alfange, a Tammany Hall 
Democrat. This was the fim it of their “ indepen­
dence.”

The N. Y. Times, crowing over the ludicrous 
picture presented by the ALP, stated in an editorial 
on August 25:

"A  man who had wandered into Saturday’s 
Labor Party convention by mistake would have 
been excused for thinking that this was not a 
separate political party, but simply a dissatisfied 
faction of the Democratic party.”

The bosses themselves have nothing but con­
tempt for their political servants in the working- 
class.

The shameful course of the ALP leaders in this 
campaign cannot be disassociated from their whole

Nelson Fires Aide For 
Exposing $1-A-Year Men

{Continued fro m  page 1)
gan-U . S. Steel groups did not 
w an t to  jeopardize th e ir  own in ­
vestments.

The present w a r cris is  has no t 
in  the least m odified the  a ttitu d e  
o f the b ig  corporations. R e la ting  
his recent experiences, L indah l 
said:

“ W herever we went, we en­
countered the M organ-U . S. Steel 
forces and these had the power 
to  prevent every p riva te  and gov­
ernm ent source fro m  handing us 
the funds pledged to  us in  
w ritte n , signed undertak ings.”

Nelson has consis ten tly  come 
to the defense o f the .fl-a -yea r 
men whenever they became the 
subject o f un favorable p u b lic ity  
fo r  th e ir  e ffo r ts  in  the in terests 
o f b ig  business.

On M arch 14, P h ilip  G uthrie  
and tw o o ther executives resigned 
fro m  the W PB in p ro tes t aga inst 
various W P B  o ffic ia ls . The three 
claim ed th a t these o ffic ia ls  had 
blocked w a r production because 
the pocketbooks o f the industries 
and firm s fro m  w hich the y  came 
would be h u rt.

The T rum an Com m ittee in ­
vestigated G u th rie ’s charges and

found them  true . Nelson, in order 
to defend the do lla r-a -yea r men 
setup, tr ie d  to  have the T rum an 
Com m ittee’s re p o rt suppressed.

In  a s ta tem ent on A ug us t 22, 
Nelson asserted th a t he was 
go ing to dism iss some o f h is aides 
in a “ housecleaning.”  U p to  now, 
however, the  on ly  heads to  ro ll 
have been those o f persons who 
exposed the  co rpora tion  in fluence 
on W PB policies.

L ibb ey ’s own m iddle class 
“ remedies”  fo r  the s itua tion  are 
unworkable under the present 
economic setup. He proposes th a t 
the en tire  steel in du s try , large 
plants and sm all p lan ts, be 
treated as “ one g re a t na tiona l 
u n it  so fa r  as p lac ing w a r orders 
is concerned.”  In  o th e r words, he 
asks the  la rge  corpora tions to  
le t the sm aller corpora tions in  on 
the w a r p ro fits .

Since the  la rge  corpora tions 
con tro l the W P B  now the re  is no 
hope th a t L ibbey ’s proposals—  
which are aga inst the in te rests 
o f the la rge  companies— w ill  be 
accepted.

A ny W P B  setup, even i f  com- 
petely w ith o u t representatives o f 
the b ig  corporations, would s t i l l

have to  deal w ith  the  steel co r­
porations. The corpora tions would 
be able to  w ie ld  decisive power 
by th e ir  economic s treng th . A  
program  to  which the la rge  steel 
corpora tions did  no t agree would 
be doomed to  fa ilu re  in  advance. 
The la rge corpora tions w i l l  agree 
and cooperate on ly  w ith  a p ro ­
gram  in  th e ir  ow n in te rests. O nly 
th rough  a decisive social change, 
the rem oval o f the  cap ita lis t 
ow nership o f the steel in du s try , 
would i t  be possible to  organize 
the steel in d u s try  as a whole and 
secure fu l l  p o ten tia l production.

In  sum m ary: The b ig  steel 
corpora tions are determ ined, w a r 
o r no w ar, to  keep th e ir  con tro l 
over the in d u s try . They are 
having the governm ent finance 
new p lan ts  fo r  them , w h ile  no 
possible com petito r can receive 
aid fro m  the governm ent.

The proposals o f tne m iddle- 
class re fo rm ers  sha tte r against 
the w a ll o f large-scale corpora tion 
dom ination o f production. O nly 
th rough  the abo lition  o f ca p ita l­
ism and the establishm ent o f so­
c ia lism  can p lann ing  and fu ll-  
scale use o f the productive capa­
c ity  be realized.

Yugoslav Masses Fight 
Nazis And Mikhailovitch

The language of the revolution is beginning to be heard f '  
more and more openly in the actions of the oppressed millions 
of this world now engulfed in the second imperialist slaughter. 
Significant news is penetrating the double wall of fascist and 
"democratic”  censorship relating to the developments in the oc­
cupied countries in Europe, especially Yugoslavia.

F or some tim e  now the cap i-®  ; :  ;  ■ :---------------------
marizes the developing s itua tion

some tim e  now 
ta lis t press o f the “ dem ocratic”  
im peria lis ts  lias carried g low ing 
reports of Yugoslav resistance, the 
leadership of w h ich  has been cre­
dited solely to General M ikha ilo - 
v itc li, M in is te r of W ar of the 
Yugoslav government. The pro­
gram of th is  resistance has been 
reported as being pure ly  the chau­
v in is t ic  program  o f the Chetniks.

REPO RT F O R M A T IO N  
OF SO VIETS

The tru th  is tha t another k ind  
of strugg le lias been un fo ld ing : 
insurgent workers and peasants 
of Yugoslavia are figh ting  not 
on ly  against the German and I ta l­
ian conquerors but also against 
th e ir  na tive exploiters. The peas­
ants w an t to drive  out the land­
lords and to d iv ide  the land : the 
w orkers are supporting  th is  s trug ­
gle of the peasantry and are ad­
vancing th e ir  own program  of the 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion . These re ­
vo lu tio na ry  detachm ents1 have 
created Soviets and are\ obviously 
g row ing  in  strength and influence.

A  report i l l  the August issue of 
the F ou r th  In ternat iona l  sum-

as fo llows:
"The bourgeois press, wh ich 

would lik e  to p o rtra y  the Yugo­
slav strugg le as pure ly  one in  
favo r of the United Nations, nev­
ertheless recently reported the es­
tab lishm ent of a Soviet regime in  j 
the m ountains of Montenegro un­
der the leadership o f the fo rm er 
professor of h is to ry  a t Belgrade 
U n ive rs ity , the w e ll-know n p ro g ­
ressive Dr. Slobodan Jovanovitch. 
Clashes between “ Com m unists”  
and Chetniks have been adm itted 
several tim es, fo llow ed by reports  
o f truces.

M IK H A IL O V IT C H ’S
C A M P A IG N  '

"T h is  con flic t seems to have 
grown recently. On J u ly  18 a 
dispatch from  T u rkey  announced 
tha t ‘General M ikh a ilov itch  had 
launched a campaign against Com­
m un is t partisan bands accused of 
m araud ing Serbian and Bosnian 
villages in  the te r r ito ry  contro lled 
by the loya l Yugoslav arm ies.’ 
S ho rtly  a fte r, the Com m unist par­
tisan hands were called ‘bandits 
and looters’ ; th is  was followed

by a ra the r c ryp tic  dispatch tha t 
General M ikh a ilo v itch  had begun 
anti-Com m unist repressions ‘fo l­
low ing  assurances from  Moscow 
tha t the partisans were operating 
independently and w ith o u t the au­
tho riza tio n  of the Soviet.’ Had i t  
been rea lly  a question o f ‘bandits 
and looters’ M lkb a ilo v itcb  would 
scarcely have asked fo r  a u th o ri­
zation from  Moscow to proceed 
against them.

“ The rea l class character of the 
c o n flic tin g  forces is clear. The 
‘C om m unist’ pa rtisan  bands rep ­
resent tlie  poor elements o f the 
villages, w h ile  the 'C lie tn iks  are 
the elements in  the v illages ap­
p ro x im a tin g  Kulaks.

The class strugg le between the 
two develops, wherever the Ger­
man oppression is even s lig h tly  
lifte d  by Serbian resistance."

"The Serbian movement shows 
us, though in  lim ite d  scope, the 
revo lu tiona ry  im p lica tions of the 
movement of resistance against 
the Nazis in  the occupied coun­
tries. As a pure ly  na tiona l s trug ­
gle i t  has no independent value 
amid the battle  of the im p eria lis t 
giants. But i t  plays its  part, in 
Le n in ’s words of 1916 about the 
na tiona l movements of th a t time, 
‘as one o f the ferments, one of 
the b a c illi, w h ich  help the real 
power against im peria lism  to 
come to the scene, nam ely the 
socia list p ro le ta ria t.’ ”

A Novel About The Slum 
Dwellers Of Chicago
N E V E R  COM E M O R N IN G , by Nelson A lg re n . The action takes place aga inst an in d is tin c tly  

H a rp e r and B rothers. 284 pages. $2.50. draw n background. The reader s trives va in ly

Nelson A lg ren , S ta lin ite  fe llo w -tra ve le r, choos- J0 - ? ?  th ? . i f “ a l p l‘° f r tie s  the n^ hbo1"
es the P o lish -A m erican colony -o f Chicago’s hood an which L e fty  and his gang hve and senses

., . , .  . ,. ,  , . . ve ry  in d is tin c tly  the social forces ope ra ting  tono rthw est side as sub jec t-m a tte r fo r  h is pi-esent . . . .  . . . . . .  , * .. fc,_.
„  . . r... . • • * , rob th is  you th  o f th e ir  op p o rtu n ity  to  live. Thenovel. The m a te ria l should lend its e lf  eas ily  to  .. .

, ., , . . .  /  reactionary  in fluence o f the Polish C atholicthe pen o f a w r ite r  who sees social circum stance , , . . .  , .. . .  , , ,  , , , church and its  paroch ia l school system is, fo r  ex-
as the prim e m oulder o f hum an psychology, p ro - , .. , , , .• , , ., . . , . , . . .  r  ample, e n tire ly  overlooked,
vided the m a te ria l is handled w ith  sc ie n tific  ac­
curacy as w e ll as em otional sym pathy. The characters are unrea l and the reader is

E spec ia lly  a t th is  m om ent would i t  be va lua- forced to conclude th a t A lg ro n  e ithe r never knew
ble fo r  one w ith ’a revo lu tiona ry  v iew po in t to  o f- people o th is  type or, i f  he aid know  them , m ust
fe r  a s tudy o f the boys and g ir ls  who p la y  th e ir  1 have abandoned a ll sc ie n tific  o b je c tiv ity  in  th e ir
tra g ic a lly  m eaningless roles in  Never Come d irection  and rom antic ized them  beyond recogni-
M orn ing . Here is the social s tra tum  w hich spawns Lon. L e fty , his gang, his g ir l  and her p ro s titu te
the ra w  m a te ria l o f fascism . associates —  no t one is a convincing character.

They a ll behave like  neuro tic  low -grade in te llec- 
The Rate M a te r ia l o f  Fascism  tua ls, s u ffe r in g  fro m  an assortm ent o f queer

Here is a youth, born and bred in  a la rge  A m er- m enta l con flic ts . The re s u lt o f th is  perversion is
ican c ity , fo r  whom there never was a past and to  conceal the actual th re a t aga inst the labo r
w il l  appa ren tly  never be a fu tu re  and whose movement raised by  characters o f th is  type,
present is a vicious, unenlightened s trugg le  to A n in tro du c tion  w r itte n  by R ichard W rig h t,
“ break the old m onotony.”  Denied both education the au tho r o f N a tive  Son, com plim ents A lg re n
and steady em ploym ent, these young people can fo r  the method he uses and aim s an in d ire c t slap
express th e ir  yea rn ing  fo r  secu rity  and recogn i- a t a possible re vo lu tio n a ry  tre a tm e n t by saying
tio n  on ly  in te rm s o f b ru ta l physica l dom ina- “ A  m il ita n t m in o rity , shooting s tra ig h t to the
tion  o f each other and in  a shame-faced denia l o f m ark , would have draw n b lueprin ts  and cited
a ll feeling- o f social re sp on s ib ility  and human chapter and page in  a ca ll fo r  d ire c t action .”  He
sym pathy. im plies th a t A lg re n ’s fa ilu re  to  make the b itin g

The n a rra tiv e  concerns the s tr iv in g s  o f a young social c r it ic is m  w hich his m a te ria l makes possible
Polish -A m erican boy fo r  p u g ilis tic  g lo ry  and the and necessary is evidence o f s treng th . The cla im
dem ora liza tion , degeneration and crim e w h ich  m ig h t have been va lid  i f  the au tho r had shown
sp ring  fro m  the soil o f h is environm ent, f in a lly  a keen, inc is ive  and sc ie n tifica lly  tho rough  in s ig h t
to destroy h im  th rou gh  execution fo r  m urder. in to  the fac ts  w ith  w h ich he deals— the k in d  o f 

The k il l in g  fo r  wh ich L e f ty  B icek is arrested in s ig h t shown by a Thomas W o lfe  o r a James T.
is the type  o f c rim e 'w h ich  makes u p  the norm al F a rre ll. B u t A lg re n ' fa ils  m ise rab ly  also as a
pa tte rn  o f l i fe  among the pove rty -s tricken  and recorder o f fac t, and the reader m ust conclude
ig no ran t group o f declassed youth who cons titu te  th a t his re fusa l to  o ffe r  a “ b lu e p rin t”  and c ite
a la rge  section o f ou r present c iv iliza tio n . The “ page and chapter in a ca ll fo r  d irec t ac tio n ”
death o f “ the Greek”  fro m  a broken neck sus- springs s im p ly  fro m  his re jec tion  o f o r his in ­
terned when L e f ty  k icks h im  under the chin is an a b ility  to understand M arx ian  analysis and
inev itab le  crim e among youth whose sole enter- prognosis.
ta in m en t comes th rough  violence o f g re a te r o r A lg re n  ia i i s in  his l i te ra ry  p o rtra y a l o f a
sm a lle r degree; the fa c t th a t L e f ty  is the c r im - d is inherited section o f society  fo r  the same reason
ina l is pu re ly  accidental in  the social sense. Y e t th a t the  C om m unist P a rty  fa ils  to  organize i t
the modern trage dy  o f in d iv idu a l punishm ent fo r  fo l. action ; because o f an igno rance o f the essence
a social crim e occurs once more. o f M a rx ia n  analysis and a contem pt fo r  the ap-

So much fo r  the theme, w h ich is le g itim a te  and p lica tion  o f e v o lu t io n a ry  theo ry  to  actua l life , 
im p ortan t. I ts  execution a t the hands o f A lg ren
is, however, in e ffec tua l. — Reviewed by Lyd ia  Beidel

past record. The workers of New York supported 
the ALP because they were dissatisfied w ith the 
policies of the capitalist parties and wanted an 
independent organization to combat the policies 
and candidates of the old parties. But the ALP 
leaders, while capitalizing on the desire of the 
masses for a separate labor political organisation, 
have opposed the adoption of an independent and 
m ilitant program designed to meet the needs of 
the workers.

Such a program in and of itself would dictate 
an independent role for the ALP. But as long as 
the ALP adapts itself to the program of Roose­
velt, it  cannot logically put up an independent 
fight. To meet the problems of the workers it  is 
necessary to oppose the anti-labor actions of the 
Roosevelt w'ar machine, to fight against the attacks 
on workers’ rights and liv ing standards. W ithout 
such a program the ALP is a hollow shell, w ith the 
form of what the workers want, but not the 
substance.

The lesson of the current political campaign in 
New York is that the workers need not only an 
independent political organization, but also a 
fighting program that w ill answer the pressing 
problems facing the masses. It is a lesson that 
should be absorbed, and acted upon, by the work­
ers not only in New York, but throughout the 
country.

No More Sacco- 
Vanzetti Cases!

August 22 marked 15 years since the execution 
of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti in Bos­
ton.

The years that have passed have strengthened 
ihe conviction of the masses that the pretexts given 
by the court and the state for murdering these 
two men were thoroughly false. In the eyes of the 
capitalist class the re a l^ ’crime”  of which these 
two anarchists were guilty was that they fought 
the capitalist system and advocated a new order 
of society in which class oppression, war and hung­
er would be abolished.

The chain of events that brought these two 
men to the electric chair began in the years im­
mediately following World War 1. As a conse­
quence of the war, country after country witnessed 
revolutions against the social system which had 
brought the masses years of death and suffering.

The first of these revolutions took place in Rus­
sia where a workers’ and peasants’ government 
was established; in Hungary the workers held 
power for several months until the imperialists 
crushed them; the German workers made a revo­
lution that drove the Kaiser out but did not suc­
ceed in taking power in a socialist government 
because of the treachery of the social-democratic 
leaders. The spirit of revolt encircled the globe 
and manifested itself in rice “ riots” in Japan and 
a movement for national liberation swept India.

The American ruling class were in a frenzy of 
fear that the socialist ideal would grip the Amer­
ican masses. Their way of preventing this was 
a drive to imprison thousands of militants. And 
they did not forget their favorite weapon: the 
frame-up.

Sacco and Y’anzetti were arrested, charged with 
having committed a holdup and murder. The 
case against them was the flimsiest possible. Felix 
Frankfurter (now Supreme Court Justice), Os­
mond Fraenkel and other lawyers clearly showed 
that Sacco and Vanzetti were not guilty. The pro­
tests'of millions oh workers and farmers, apd even 
members of other classes who maintained some 
regard for the truth, went unheeded.

The ruling class would not give up its victims. 
On August 22 the switch was pulled and Sacco 
and Vanzetti ’died.

Fifteen years have passed since that day and 
now a new war is raging. As a consequence of this 
war the working class w ill have new victims. The 
hate and fear of the capitalist class is greater now 
than it was in the last war. Since the last war 
the ruling class feels much weaker and for that 
it is more desperate.

If one can judge by the w ill o f the master 
class, there w ill be thousands of Saccos and Van- 
zettis arising out of this war where the last war 
saw individuals.

In the arrest, conviction and sentencing to im­
prisonment of 18 members of the Socialist W ork­
ers Party and leaders of Minneapolis Teamsters 
Local 544-CIO on December 7, 1941 we saw a 
manifestation of persecutions such as marked the 
last war when socialist leaders headed by Debs 
were imprisoned.

The American working class wants no more 
Sacco and Vanzetti cases. In order to assure this, 
the capitalist class must be stopped now in its 
attack on labor and civil rights. The way to 
begin this job is by supporting the 18 in their 
appeal against the conviction.
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Britain’s Economic 

Interest In India
 By H O W A R D  A L L E N  —

B r ita in 's  E con o m ic  In te re s t I n  In d ia
“ We did  not,”  said Lo rd  B re n tfo rd , “ conquer Ind ia  

fo r  the bene fit o f the Ind ians. I  know  th a t i t  is  said 
a t m issionary meetings th a t we have conquered In ­
d ia  to raise the level o f the Ind ians. T h a t is cant. 
We conquered Ind ia  as an o u tle t fo r  the goods o f 
B r ita in . We conquered Ind ia  by the sword, and by 
the sword we sha ll hold i t . ”  (Q uoted by George Lans- 
b u ry  in  the House o f Commons, M arch  11, 1926.)

T h is  is the tru e  voice o f B r it is h  im p e ria lism , con­
firm e d  by the h is to ry  o f the B r it is h  iri In d ia  du rin g  
the past 300 years. Nevertheless, m any people s t i l l  
th in k  th a t Eng land has a c tu a lly  been doing the  In ­
dians a favo r.

The rea l t ru th  is th a t E ng land ’s economy is tied  
to the Ind ian  economy w ith  a G ordian kno t. The 
B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  are convinced th a t to g ive Ind ia  
genuine freedom  means economic death fo r  E ng lish  
cap ita lism . Besides th is  fe a r there is the n a tu ra l d is­
in c lin a tio n  to  g ive up con tro l over a land w h ich  d u r­
in g  three centuries has yie lded an estim ated 200 b il­
lion  do lla rs to the E ng lish  m aste r class.

Eng land has exp lo ited Ind ia  in  several d iffe re n t 
ways. T hrough  p o lit ic a l con tro l i t  robbed the  peo­
ple o u tr ig h t by means o f forced con tribu tions, d ire c t 
taxes, and seizure o f m oney and te r r ito ry .  I t  also 
fo rc ib ly  destroyed Ind ian  industries so th a t the mass­
es would be compelled to buy E ng lish  m anufactured 
goods. T h ird ly , i t  exp lo ited the natives on its  huge 
p lan ta tions  and in  its  fac tories .

The fo llo w in g  are examples o f o u tr ig h t robbery:
E x to r t io n  and  Taxes

The “ Investm ents.”  The investm ents were forced 
con tribu tions o f goods w h ich  were sent to  Eng land. 
In  the House o f Commons R eport fo r  1783, the  In ­
vestm ent was valued a t nearly  1,200,000 pounds pe r 
annum ., The R eport stated th a t i t  was kep t up by 
force even d u rin g  the fam ine o f 1770 w h ich  k ille d
10.000. 000 people in Bengal.

The Red Sea and In d ia  Telegraph Company was 
form ed in 1858. T h is  B r it is h  company was g u a r­
anteed a per cent p ro f it  by the  B r it is h  ru le rs . 
The te legraph line  was in  opera tion tw o  o r three 
days and then broke down. In  sp ite  o f the fa c t 
th a t i t  was no t p u t in  service, the governm ent in  
1862 gave the company an annu ity  o f 36,000 pounds 
a year fo r  46 years!

In  1857 the  Sepoy m u tin y  occurred. Forced by 
inhum an and in to le rab le  conditions to  rebel aga inst 
th e ir  B r it is h  m asters, the Ind ians were m erc iless ly  
crushed. A l l  the expenses o f c rush ing  the rebe llion—
40.000. 0001 pounds —  were fo is ted  on the Ind ians by 
the B r it is h ! In  add ition , the B r it is h  charged the  In ­
dians fo r  m a in ta in in g  the B r it is h  a rm y  o f  suppres­
sion. They even forced the Ind ians to pay fo r  the

' expense o f m a in ta in in g  B r it is h  troops in  E ng land 
fo r  6 m onths p r io r  to  th e ir  a r r iv a l in  In d ia !

The cost o f w a rs  in  China and A byss in ia , the  
expenses o f a b a ll in  London g iven fo r  the Sultan 
o f T u rkey , a' lu na tic  asylum  in  E a tin g , B r it is h  con­
su la r and d ip lom atic  establishm ents in  China, etc., 
were a few  o f the o ther charges made aga inst the 
Ind ian  treasu ry .

In  addition, the Ind ian  masses are weighted down 
w ith  taxes on w a te r wells, stream s, ca ttle , g raz ing  
lands, forests, wood-chopping, land, m arriages, 

'b ir th s ,  deaths, hun ting , sa jt, etc., etc.
The destruction  o f Ind ian in d u s try  by the B r i t ­

ish is best il lu s tra te d  by the fo llo w in g :
“ I t  was stated in  evidence th a t the cotton and s ilk  

goods o f Ind ia  up to the period could be sold fo r  a 
p ro f it  in the B r it is h  m a rke t a t a price fro m  50 to  
60 per cent low er than those fab rica ted  in  Eng land. 
I t  consequently became necessary to pro tect the  la t ­
te r by duties o f 70 and 80 per cent on th e ir  value o r 
by positive p ro h ib itio n . Had th is  not been the case, 
had no t the p ro h ib ito ry  duties and decrees existed, 
the m ills  o f Pais ley and M anchester would have been 
stopped in th e ir  outset. . . They were created by the 
sacrifice  o f the Ind ian  m anufacture . Had In d ia  been 
independent, she would have re ta lia te d , would have 
imposed p ro h ib itive  duties upon B r it is h  goods and 
would thus have preserved her own productive  in ­
du s try  fro m  an n ih ila tio n .”  ( M i l l ’s H is to ry  o f B r it is h  
India.’ Vol. V I I .  p. 385.)

Im p e r ia lis t  S u p e r-P ro fits
A fte r  the bu lk  o f Ind ian  w ea lth  had been drained 

o f f  by more or less o u tr ig h t robbery, the B r it is h  
cap ita lis ts  began to  seek a fie ld  fo r  investm ent o f its  
surp lus cap ita l. T h e ir p ro fits  fro m  these in ves t­
ments were am azing ly  h igh . F o r exam ple:

A  go ld m ine a t M arikuppam  paid a bonus o f 50 
per cent on its  share cap ita l and averaged a 33 per­
cent d ividend fo r  over 50 years, in  add ition  to  enor­
mous duties paid to  the M ahara jah o f M ysore.

The Inves to r’s Ind ia  Y ear Book (1929-30) shows 
Tea companies w h ich pay dividends o f up  to  225%.

A ccord ing to M iss Vera A ns tey  in The Economic 
Developm ent o f Ind ia , 32 ju te  m ills  pa id 100% d iv i­
dends in  a t least one year between 1918 and 1927. 
D u rin g  the same period 29 m ills  paid a t least 20-% 
each year and 10 m ills  never less than 40%.

The Year Book fo r  1928-30 shows th a t the H oogh ly  
M ills  Company paid an average annual d ividend o f 
125% between 1918-28.

Coal companies in  1923 paid 150% in one case and" 
85% in  tw o  others; in 1931 one f ir m  paid dividends 
o f 57^2'% and one 80%.

“ C entra l P rovinces’ Manganese Shares caused con­
s te rna tion  in 1926,”  says Reginald Reynolds in  his 
excellent book, “ The W h ite  Sahibs in  In d ia ” , “ paying 
on ly  100% ow ing to  Russian com petition .”

M r. C. B. Sayer, fo rm e r ly  S ecre tary o f the Bom ­
bay Chamber o f Commerce, estim ated the  to ta l B r i t ­
ish cap ita l invested in  Ind ia  to be 573,000,000 pounds. 
The tr ib u te  in  the fo rm  o f in te res t and dividends is 
enormous. In  add ition  therq  are m illio ns  o f pounds 
spent annua lly  out o f the Ind ian  tre a s u ry  fo r  pen­
sions, wages and fu r lo u g h  allowances fo r  B r it is h  
offic ia ls .

A ccord ing to  G regory Tyson in “ Danger in  In d ia ” , 
“ every f i f th  man in  G reat B r ita in  is dependent, e ith ­
e r d ire c tly  o r in d ire c tly , on our Ind ian  connection fo r  
h is  live lihood.”  1

W ho, in  the c lear l ig h t  o f  th is  evidence, can blame 
the Ind ian  people fo r  p lac ing  absolute ly no fa ith  in  
the a fte r-th e -w a r prom ises o f the B r it is h  im p e ria l­
is ts?


