
the MILITANT
PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

VOL. V I.— No. 32 NFW  YORK, N. Y „ SATURDAY, AUGUST 8, 1942 F IVE  (5) CENTS

Next Week:

Trotsky Memorial Issue
Strikes In Britain -- See Page 3

DELEGATES DEMAND UAW RETREATS END

By H E N R Y  C O LL IN S
The Nazi arm ies continue to push re len tless ly  fo rw a rd  in 

the Caucasus and each day b rings them  closer to th e ir  ob jective 
o f conquering the g re a t Soviet o il fie lds  and re fine ries  supp ly ­
in g  80 percent o f the fue l required fo r  keeping a mechanized 
Red A rm y  in the fie ld . Red soldiers are y ie ld in g  ground slow ly, 
the y  are m aking  the Germans pay a h igh price in  men, tanks 
and planes; they are f ig h t in g  w ith  the same heroism  th a t has 
characterized th e ir  resistance to  H it le r ’s arm ies fro m  the very  
beg inn ing o f the  invasion. Y e t the  sombre fa c t  is  th a t  these 
dauntless soldiers are y ie ld ing  ground, they are re tre a tin g . H i t ­
le r  is advancing closer to  h is goal.

The s itua tion  is desperate, so c r it ic a l th a t i t  is beyond ques­
t io n  th a t the g re a t masses o f the Soviet U n ion  have com pre­
hended its  fu l l  significance. The S ta lin is t bureaucrats, who have 
bungled the m il i ta ry  fro n t,  who have isolated the  Soviet U n ion  
fro m  the w orkers  o f the w o rld  and p a r tic u la r ly  fro m  the Ger­
m an w orkers, can no longer conceal the  s ta rk  t ru th  fro m  the 
masses, they  can no longer hide behind the m ounta in  o f corpses 
the Russian w orkers  have sacrificed to  block H it le r ’s road.

W ith  each passing m onth the  Soviet popu la tion  feels the 
economic in fe r io r ity  o f Soviet in d u s try  as compared w ith  the 
German in d u s tria l p lan t w h ich  has since been augmented by 
the fac to ries  and p lan ts  o f the occupied nations. I t  is n o t so 
much the scarc ity  o f foo ds tu ffs  and consumers goods —  the 
Russian w orkers have long been accustomed to  p u llin g  in  th e ir  
belts. I t  is  above a ll a t the f ro n t  th a t  in fe r io r ity  o f  tanks, planes 
and guns cuts them  lik e  a sharp k n ife  th ru s t in to  the gro in .

S upp lies  O n ly  T r ic k le  In
S ta lin  prom ised the  Russian soldiers th a t the  b ig  holes in  

w a r m a te ria l w ould be fille d  in  by  a id  com ing fro m  the U n ited  
N a tions, and once the in d u s tr ia l m ig h t o f E ng land  and A m erica, 
o ffe red by Roosevelt and C hurch ill, were th ro w n  onto the scales 
the y  would be tipped in  fa v o r  o f the Soviet U n ion. But' as 
usual the prom ises were fa r  m ore rosy  than th e ir  fu lf il lm e n t.

M oreover the y  were confronted w ith  the problem  o f run n ing  
the  N azi blockade ly in g  a th w a rt the  no rth e rn  supp ly lanes 
around the N o rth  Cape o f N o rw ay to  M urm ansk and A rchangel. 
To p ro tect the convoys aga inst a com bination o f land-based Ger- 
Snan planes, subm arines and com bat ships, i t  w ou ld  have been 
necessary fo r  the a llies to  place a considerable section o f th e ir  
navies a t the disposal o f these convoys. T h a t is, the y  had to 
be prepared to sacrifice  an im p o rta n t section o f th e ir  flee ts  to  
keep the supp ly  lanes open. Facts have shown they were no t a t 
a ll inclined to  make any such sacrifices —  the la rg e s t p ro po r­
t io n  o f m erchant ships sunk in  any sector have been those eh 
rou te  to  M urm ansk.

T lic  C ry f o r  a Second F ro n t
H a v ing  fa ile d  so m ise rab ly  to  supp ly  the Red A rm y  w ith  

tan ks  and planes, S ta lin  once again tu rne d  to  his dubious a llies 
in  the  W h ite  House and on D ow ning S treet, th is  tim e  begg ing 
them  to  pe rfo rm  a much m ore unwelcome and d if f ic u lt  task  than 
ru n n in g  convoys to M urm ansk. Open a Second F ro n t! In  a m ost 
sham efu l w a il the S ta lin is t bureaucracy is im p lo r in g  the im ­
p e ria lis ts  to open a second f ro n t  to  re lieve the Red A rm y  by 
d iv e rt in g  a section o f the German troops to  the west. They 
plead w ith  them  th a t above a ll in  the name o f im p e ria lis t se lf- 
in te re s t th is  f r o n t  m ust be opened. They are m ob iliz in g  th e ir  
organ izations to  b r in g  pressure on Roosevelt and C h u rch ill by 
passing reso lutions, c irc u la tin g  pe titions  and ho ld ing dem onstra­
tions. B u t each tim e  the  noise o f the s tage-thunder dies down 
su ffic ie n tly  fo r  responsible m il ita ry  and c iv il o ffic ia ls  o f the 
B r it is h  and U . S. governm ent to  make themselves heard i t  is ob­
vious th a t the “ democracies”  arc basing th e ir  m il ita ry  s tra teg y  
on reasons th a t o n ly  in c ide n ta lly  concern the  fa te  o f th e  So­
v ie t U nion.

The fu l l  im pact o f S ta lin ’s c r im in a l course o f re ly in g  sole­
ly  on the “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  fo r  aid m ust now be crash­
in g  down on the Soviet masses. They are f ig h t in g  the  N a z i 
arm ies, f ig h t in g  aga ins t trem endous odds, f ig h t in g  alone, w ith ­
o u t adequate equipm ent, w ith o u t allies. I f  the stories fro m  the 
S ov ie t press and news agencies are to  be trus ted  —  and i f  they  
a re  no t p a r t  o f a propaganda cam paign by  w h ich  S ta lin  is p re­
p a r in g  to  shunt the blam e fo r  his defeats onto h is “ a llie s ”  and 
then m ake a sham eful peace w ith  H it le r  —  N a z i le a fle ts  are 
a lready  ta u n tin g  Soviet soldiers w ith  the  questions: “ W here is 
y o u r second fro n t? ” ; “ W here are yo u r a llie s ? ”

W ha t can S ta lin  now o f fe r  the Red A rm y  soldiers? H is  
ba nkrup tcy  was once aga in  g la r in g ly  dem onstrated by S ta lin ’s 
o rd e r to  the  Red A rm y . As quoted in  the  c a p ita lis t press the  
o rder reads:

“ N o t one step back! The execution o f th is  task means the 
preservation o f our country, the  destruction  o f the hated enemy 
and a guarantee o f v ic to ry .

“ L e t us be insp ired in  th is  w ar by the images o f our g reat 
ancestors, Nevsky, Donsky, M in in , Pozharsky, S u vo ro ff and K o- 
tu z o ff.  Be insp ired by the v ic to rious banner o f the g rea t Len in .”

W h a t does S ta lin  mean when he orders Soviet soldiers to 
stop the re trea t?  Is  he thereby in fe rr in g  th a t fe a r o r cow ard­
ice has caused the re trea ts  thus fa r?  W h a t an ignom in ious sland­
e r aga ins t soldiers whose hei'oism is w ith o u t p a ra lle l in  th is  w a i, 
whose b rave ry  has aroused the  a d m ira tio n  even o f the a rro g a n t 
N az is ! I t  is n o t the  f i r s t  tim e  th a t  th is  w re tched crea tu re  has 
boasted s treng th  he never possessed and then pursued policies 
th a t led to the m ost d isastrous defeats. W e have on ly to  reca ll 
h is  statem ents th a t he coveted no t a il inch o f fo re ig n  te r r ito ry  
b u t would no t y ie ld  an inch o f Soviet soil. Close to  600,000 square 
m iles have a lready been lo s t to  the  Nazis. One wonders w hy, 

(Continued on page 2)

U.S. Seamen Praise  
Soviet Workers

Corporation Officers 
Pay Selves Big Sums 
Yet Deny Wage Rises

In  the m id s t o f the  c lam or fo r  
“ equa lity  o f sacrifice ”  —  d irec t­
ed exc lus ive ly  towards the w o rk ­
ers —  comes the news th a t the 
steel t ru s t  executives are pay ing  
themselves fabulous salaries. I t  
appears th a t the gentlem en who 
fou gh t the ju s tif ie d  demand o f 
the steel w orkers fo r  an increase 
o f $1 a day are do ing ve ry  n icely 
fo r  themselves.

Eugene G. Grace, president o f 
the Bethlehem  Steel Corp., was 
paid a sa la ry  o f $537,724 fo r  the 
year 1941, an increase o f $59,580 
over 1940. Th is represents a raise 
o f m ore than $1000 a week, an 
am ount which w i l l  c e rta in ly  make 
up fo r  the rise  in the cost o f l iv ­
in g  d u rin g  the  past year, and in 
a ll like lihood, leave som eth ing 
over.

The w orkers  o f Bethlehem  
Steel, who have to be sa tis fied  
w ith  a raise o f on ly  44c a day 
fo r  a long tim e  according to  the 
decision o f the W a r Labor Board, 
w i l l  be glad to  learn  th a t a t least 
some “ employees”  o f Bethlehem 
w i l l  be able to  tide  themselves 
over in  the hard days ahead.

T h a t Grace is no isolated exam­
ple among the steel executives 
can be seen fro m  the  salaries pa id 
in  1940 and 1941, w h ich  appear 
in  the accompaning tab le :

These fig u re s  show th a t 12 ex­
ecutives, rep resenting  on ly  4 com­
panies, received an average in ­
crease o f $28,850 a year fo r  1941, 
o r more than $500 a week. 
W A N T S  NO “ T R O U B L E ”

N o r are these huge salaries 
confined to  the steel executives. 
Press reports ’ show th a t th is  is 
the ru le  in a ll w a r industries. 
W r it in g  in  PM, H aro ld  Lavinc 

(Continued on page 4)

Workers Carry On In Spite of Terrific 
Aerial Bombardment of Murmansk Port

Survivors o f the Murmansk run arrived last Monday te ll­
ing stories of conditions in the Soviet Union. Those ships that 
managed to get through the German blockade go either to M ur­
mansk or Archangel where they lay for a period of approxim­
ately one month. Although many people estimate this an ex­
cessively long time it is nothing compared to the time wasted 
en route from the United States to the Northern Front in the
Soviet Union. •$----------------------------------------------

Ships taking on an average 
of twenty-one days to load in 
the United States are discharg­
ed in the Soviet Union in nine 
and one-half days time. M ur­
mansk, which /has never been 
more than a frontier port lying 
within the Arctic Circle, has 
adequate equipment fo r hand­
ling cargo. Docks have tracks 
on them; steamcranes are in 
evidence; and an electric ra il­
road runs into the town itself.
P R A IS E  R U S S IA N  M O R A LE

the Russians have on the fro n t 
lines in  an a rm y s'ector.

Those w o rk in g  on board ship 
d u rin g  discharge o f cargo lauded 
the w i l l  o f the Russian workers 
where everyone seems to engage 
in  the e ffo rt to get as many ships 
discharged in  the least possible 
tim e. Stories are to ld o f longshore­
men ta k in g  o ff deck-lashings and 
technicians com ing r ig h t  aboard 
ships to s ta rt tanks and drive  
them  over the side onto the docks 
w ith o u t even bothering about 
hooking on w ith  the ship's cargo 
gear. Percussion caps and fixed

Remnants of convoys a r r iv in g  am m unition  are discharged d irec t- 
in  M urm ansk ca rry  w ith  them ly  in to  box cars and no sooner is
usually a large num ber of su r­
v ivo rs  from  ships sunk w h ile  
ru n n in g  the blockade between 
N o rth  Cape and Bear Island. Few 
Am erican seamen w ill be found

a car loaded than i t  begins to ro ll 
to the fro n t lines.

M OST OF C IT Y  
D ESTR O YED

who haven’t  the highest praise 
fo r  the s p ir it  and morale o f the 
Russian w orkers and soldiers.

S urvivors are taken in to  camp 
■—those needing hosp ita liza tion  
are taken to hospita ls where cases 
are serious. The m a jo r ity  of men 
liv in g  in  su rv ivo rs  camps were 
specia lly impressed by the con­
s ideration shown them and the 
complete absence of any d is tinc ­
tio n  made am onk survivors. A ll 
commented on the ' fac t th a t in  
the Soviet Union a ll men are su r­
v ivo rs regardless o f position on 
board ship before i t  was sunk. A ll 
are accorded the same considerate 
trea tm ent w ith in  the means tha t

Greatest handicap under which 
the Russians are w o rk in g  is of 
course the con tinual bombing 
ra ids from  the German base in  
Petsamo, less than' a hundred 
m ites away. A lthough the Rus­
sians have every h i l l  b r is tlin g  
w ith  a n ti-a irc ra ft guns and an 
airbase in  M urm ansk tw o-th irds of 
the c ity  was destroyed by. high 
level and incendiary bombs d u rin g  
the m onth of June. Everyone who 
has been in  M urm ansk has com­
mented upon the Russian a b ility  
lo continue and even a ttem pt to 
rebuild  w h ile  under fire.

Long ago p ra c tica lly  the  en tire  
(Continued on page 4)

Boss Press Lies About 
Indian Independence

The A m erican c a p ita lis t press cam paign 
aga inst Ind ia  grow s ever m ore venomous as 
A ug ust 7 nears —  the day the A ll- In d ia  Congress 
Com m ittee w il l  meet and pass on the reso lu tion 
on independence adopted J u ly  14 by the 15-man 
W o rk in g  Com m ittee o f the Congress.

The lead ing e d ito r ia l in  the A ug us t 3rd New 
Y o rk  T im es is typ ica l o f th is  v ile  cam paign. I t  
accuses Gandhi o f be liev ing “ th a t the Japanese 
m ig h t be easier to  deal w ith  than the B r it is h ”  
and then i t  ap p ro v ing ly  declares th a t “ B r ita in  
cannot to le ra te  anarchy in  Ind ia . . . n o r can we 
in  th is  cou n try  urge her to  do so.”  Those las t 
words are no th in g  less than a th re a t th a t the 
U n ited States governm ent —  and the reg im ents 
i t  has a lready landed in  Ind ia  —  w i l l  back 
C hurch ill in  repressing the Ind ian  independence 
movement.

Pave W ay fo r  Repressions
The T im es a ttem p ts  to ju s t i fy  th is  th re a t by 

p ic tu r in g  the C ripps  proposals o f la s t A p r i l as 
an o ffe r  o f ‘pos t-w ar independence’ w h ich  the 
Ind ian  Congress rejected “ m a in ly  on the  ground 
th a t they did n o t insure Ind ian  U n ity "  because 
the proposals pe rm itte d  M os lem -m a jo rity  p ro v in ­
ces to  secede. In  previous ed ito ria ls  the T im es 
described the C ripps proposals as im m edia te ly  
p ro v id ing  ‘se lf-governm ent’ pending post-w ar in ­
dependence. S im ila r endorsements o f the C ripps 
proposals as the genuine a rtic le  and s im ila r  “ ex­
p lanations”  o f the  Congress re jection  o f i t  are 
being published by the en tire  A m erican press 
— inc lud ing  the libe ra l N a tion , New Republic, 
PM, etc. Thus A m erican public op in ion is being 
‘educated’ to accept fu tu re  repressions in Ind ia  
by the B r it is h  (and A m erican) governm ents.

I t  is easily proven, however, th a t both the 
press descrip tion o f the C ripps proposal and the 
exp lanation o f the Congress re jec tion  are com­
p le te ly  fa lse —  and w h a t is m ore, the ed itors 
who p r in t  those stories know, o r could easily 
ascerta in, th a t they are false.

The T ru th  A b o u t C r ip p s ’ M ission
W e can prove th is  fro m  the W h ite  Paper pub­

lished in  A p r i l  by the B r it is h  governm ent, en­
t it le d  “ In d ia  (L o rd  P r iv y  Seal’s M iss ion ).”  Th is

30-pagc document, con ta in ing  the correspond­
ence between C ripps and the Congress leadership 
du ring  the negotiations (as w e ll as the o ffic ia l 
reso lu tions), can be secured in th is  cou n try  a t 
the B r it is h  L ib ra ry  o f In fo rm a tio n , Rockefe ller 
Center, New Y o rk  C ity . Th is correspondence es­
tablishes:

1. C ripps ' proposals did not o ffe r  actual se lf- 
governm ent. I t  o ffe red  the  Congress and the 
o ther po litica l parties o f Ind ia  seats on the  V ice­
ro y ’s Council —  exclud ing the W a r M in is try  
which would rem ain in  B r it is h  hands. B u t th is  
Council o f Ind ian  m in is ters would not be a N a ­
tiona l Governm ent o r a cabinet w ith  fu l l  powers. 
Over i t  would be (1) the V iceroy, w ith  fa r-reach ­
in g  powers to  overru le  the  Council and (2) the 
Ind ian O ffice in London which has supreme power 
over Ind ia . In  o ther words, the Ind ian  m in is te rs  
would be ju s t so m any puppets in  the con tro l o f 
the V iceroy and the Ind ia  Office.

2. The Congress leadership was prepared to 
put aside the questions involved in  the post-w ar 
proposals o f C ripps. They were ready to jo in  
w ith  o ther Ind ian groups in se ttin g  up a govern­
ment, on condition th a t the governm ent w ould 
have a fre e  hand —  free  o f the V ice roy and the 
Ind ia  Office. I f  th is  was done, the Congress lead­
ers were ready to accept General W ave ll no t on ly 
as Com m ander-in-Chief o f the A llie d  and Ind ian  
forces in Ind ia , b u t also as W a r M in is te r in  the 
cabinet, on condition th a t the re  should also be 
an Ind ian  Defense M in is try  which could m obilize 
a la rge Ind ian a rm y  and tra in  it .

3. C ripps’ answer was a f la t  re fusa l to con­
sider the fo rm a tion  o f a N a tiona l Governm ent in 
Ind ia. In  his A p r il 10th le tte r  to M aulana Azad, 
Congress President, C ripps w ro te :

“ You suggest ‘a t r u ly  N a tion a l G overnm ent’ 
be fo rm ed w h ich  m ust be ‘Cabinet Governm ent 
w ith  fu l l  power.’

“ W ith o u t cons titu tiona l changes o f a m ost com­
plicated character and on a v e ry  la rge  scale 
th is  would n o t be possible as you realise. (E a r l­
ie r  in  the le tte r  C ripps had declared “ the prac­
tic a l im p o ss ib ility  o f any such le g is la tive  change 
in  the m iddle o f a w a r.” )

“ W ere such a system to be introduced. . . the 
(Continued on page 2)

NLRB VictoryFollows 
Militant Struggle by 
CIO Auto Workers

By JO H N  T H O R N E

F L IN T , Mich., Aug. 2. — 
Notwithstanding wartime ob­
stacles the m ilitancy of auto 
workers won a week-long strike 
against chain-gang discipline in 
the new ' Fisher Bod}' Tank 
plant of General Motors, near 
F lint, and topped it o ff by vot­
ing nearly 7 to 1 for the UAW - 
CIO in an NLRB election.

Only by a demonstration of 
rank and file independence were 
the workers able to force the un ion 
offic ia ls to aid the s tr ik e  even a 
l i t t le  h it, in  spite o f the offic ia l 
no-strike po licy. E lection results 
announced yesterday were: UAW - 
CIO, 1,001; U AW -AFL, 146; no 
union, 11. I t  was a v ic to ry  a- 
ga inst GM and a w a rn in g  -to the 
top UAW -CIO officialdom .

The s tr ik e  won barga in ing 
rig h ts  in  th is  new $35,000,000 gov­
e rnm en t-bu ilt p lan t where GM had 
refused to bargain a t a ll and had 
in s titu ted  a po licy o f con tinua l 
d r iv in g , b u lly in g  and nagging. 
Wages are also subject to negotia­
tions but i t  is assured th is  p lan t 
w ill come under the b lanket CIO 
contract w ith  GM. Raises, i f  any, 
w ill be small.

S U S P E N D E D  FOR S M O K IN G
The s tr ik e  was precip ita ted by 

the three-day d isc ip lin a ry  suspen­
sion of 37 men fo r tak in g  a live- 
m inu te  rest period to which they 
had been accustomed in other 
F lin t  plants. They were charged 
w ith  going “ outside the p lan t to 
smoke”  (o n ly  bosses hav ing  the 
r ig h t to smoke in  the p lan t). A b ­
s u rd ity  o f the no-smoking ru le  
is obvious. Most of the w ork  
is heavy w e ld ing w ith  sparks f ly ­
ing  fa r and w ide and heat so in ­
tense m any have to -wear asbes­
tos suits.

P rac tica lly  a ll the w orkers im ­
m ediate ly ra llie d  to support of the 
37 and closed the p lan t down 
r ig h t. Only token p icke t lines 
were necessary, so unanim ous was 
the w orkers ' disgust w ith  the S i­
mon Degree discip line. S trike rs  
included many who do not smoke, 
but the management tried  to make 
i t  appear tha t the mere question 
of smoke was ho ld ing up the 
whole w a r e ffo rt, as fa r  away as 
the E gyp tian  desert.

A F L  M A K E S  H ID
S trike  /irga n iza tion  was hu rried  

and loose, but m ilita n c y  made up 
fo r inexperience of leaders and 
lack of plans. Im m edia te ly  the 
A FL-U A W  made a bid fo r these 
few hundred workers, whom the 
CIO-UAW  had neglected to organ­
ize.

E ven tua lly  there w ill be 11.000 
workers in the tank p lan t. The 
A F I, offered “ autonom y”  in  a new 
local 800, conjured up over n igh t. 
B ut nearly  a ll the men were CIO- 
UAW  members from  other plants, 
m ostly from  F ishe r No. 1. where 
F ishe r Local 581 UAW -CIO has a 

(Continued on page 2)

Overtime And Strike Weapon 
Are Key Convention Issues
Leaders Program of “ Equal Sacrifice" 
Howled Down by Aroused Delegates

—  B U L L E T IN  —
Special to TH E  M IL IT A N T

CHICAGO, Aug. 4.— A rank and file revolt swept the United 
Automobile Workers convention here today against the fraudulent 
“Equality of Sacrifice” program of the union officials which calls 
for the surrender of overtime pay for week-ends and holidays.

Stamping, shouting delegates forced the War Policy committee 
(headed by Addes, Reuther and Frankensteen) to withdraw a reso­
lution endorsing the sacrifice of overtime pay. This was done 
in spite of the fact that the resolution included as a concession 
to the militant delegates complaints that, the A FL and the employ­
ers were not complying with the “Equal Sacrifice” program, and 
a threat to end the agreement of the UAW  to make sacrifices if 
the government does not enforce “sacrifices” universally.

Militant delegates denounced the surrender of the right to 
strike, overtime pay, and the general policy of retreat of the 
union officials, amid cheers. Rank and file spokesmen rose to de­
mand a resolution calling for the immediate halt of the sacrifice 
of labor’s rights.

Stalinist speakers who supported the committee’s resolution 
were roundly booed by the delegates. Richard T. Frankensteen. In ­
ternational Board Member, was prevented for 20 minutes from 
speaking as delegates kept up a constant clamor for a vote in view 
of the prolonged debate that had already taken place. Three votes 
were taken on the committee’s resolution, with each showing an 
obvious majority against the International officers’ proposed reso­
lution.

R. J. Thomas, UAW  President, declared the vote “in doubt,’* 
but the protests of the delegates forced the committee to agree to 
withdraw the resolution for “amendment according to the senti­
ments of the delegates.” The committee also agreed to bring in a 
resolution on the no-strike policy.

B y A R T  PR E IS  
(Specia l to  T H E  M IL IT A N T )

C H IC A G O , A ngust 3 — S to rm y  sessions are  in  
p rospect fo r  the Seventh A n n u a l C onven tion  o f  the  
U n ited  A u to m o b ile , A ir c ra f t  and A g r ic u ltu ra l Im ­
p le m en t W o rke rs , C IO , w h ich  began its  scheduled 
five  days o f  d e lib e ra tio n s  here  th is  m o rn in g  in  tli$ 
crow ded , sw e lte ring  b a ll-ro o m  o f  the  H o te l Sherm an, 

The warning thunder claps were sounded early this after­
noon as the formal deliberations got under way, when the 1700 
delegates noisily voiced their disapproval of the international 
leadership’s proposed plans to establish a bureaucratic strangle­
hold on the traditionally most democratic and m ilitant industrial 
union in America. Using the reactionary atmosphere generated

S------------------------- --------------------------by the bosses' war program 
and hiding their designs behind 
the demagogic slogan for a 
“ Second Front,”  the interna­
tional officers are hoping to 
push through a series of con­
s titu tio n a l amendments aimed at 
entvenching themselves in  office 
and lim it in g  the powers of the 
rank and file.

R A N K  A N D  F IL E  
W IL L  N O T BE CO W ED

B ut from  the opening gun of 
(h is  convention, i t  was clear th a t 
the dem ocratic tra d itio n s  and 
sound class in s tin c t of the rank 
and file w h ich b u ilt  the UAW  are 
not going to be suppressed w ith o u t 
a struggle.

The delegates knew what, was 
in the w ind  as soon as they came 
in to  the convention ha ll. The 
arrangem ents a t fo rm er conven­
tions bad always provided fo r the 
complete physical com fort of the 
delegates and fo r the attendance 
of thousands o f v is it in g  un ion is ts  
who could observe the proceed­
ings. T h is  tim e, the convention is 
being held in  a s t if lin g , badly 
ligh ted  ha ll, too sm all even fo r 
the o ffic ia l delegates. Only a few 
v is ito rs  can bo seated in  the th in  
r im  o f ga lle ry  w ith  tw ’o rows of 
seats. Most o f the a lte rna te  dele­
gates sent a t great expense by the 
locals are crowded com pletely out 
of the" ba ll. I t  is clear th a t the 
arrangements, which were made 
by a local com m ittee composed 
m a in ly  o f S ta lin is ts , are intended 
to prevent the rank and file v is it ­
ing  members from  observing w hat 
is going on at th is  convention.

As was to be expected, the 
oe»ning session was devoted to 
s t ir r in g  ups a com pletely jingo, 
p a trio tic  atmosphere. There was 
the mass s ing ing  o f the “ S tar 
Snangled Banner.”  and "God 
Save The K in g .”  Tjbe Soviet 
anthem —- "The In te rn a tio n a l” —  
was skipped by the ardent ad­
vocates of the "Second F ro n t.”  I t  
appeared as i f  every b it of union 
consciousness was going to be ex­
cluded from  the convention, w ith

the dominant, theme of labor
sacrifice fo r  the war.

“ S O L ID A R IT Y  F O R E V E R ”
B u t the songs dearest to the 

hearts of the fighters from  the 
great auto w orkers p icke t lines 
and sit-downs could not be
crowded out. F rom  the ranks on
the floo r the m il ita n t  tune of
"S o lid a r ity  Forever”  began to 
swell. Delegation a fte r delegation 
took up the re fra in , u n t il the 
whole convention was on its  feet. 
Then, fina lly , the band jo ined in , 
and fo r good measure, the dele­
gates h it  the ce ilin g  fo r  three fu l l  
stanzas ending w ith  a m ig h ty  
cheer.

The temper of the delegates was 
not to he rea lly  determ ined u n t il 
the p re lim in a ry  speeches o f w el­
come. in c lud in g  a p a trio tic  appeal 
by M ayor K e lly , o f M em orial Day 
Massacre in fam y, were concluded. 
Then UAW  President It. J. 
Thomas marched in  w ith  • Ills  
retinue.

“ B IG  S H O T”  GETS 
S M A L L  O V A T IO N

W hat was to  be a tremendous 
ovation, as planned by the in ­
te rna tion a l leadership, fizzled 
like  a wet fire -cracker. Thomas’ 
reception by the delegates was 
b rie f. . po lite , desu lto ry hand­
claps and not a few  o u t-r ig h t 
boos. From  the b ig  Ford Local 
300 delegation next to  the press 
table could he heard deris ive 
comments, “ B ig  Shot.”  “ B ig  
W ind ,”  etc. One delegate leaned 
over to me and confided, “ I f  i t  
wasn’t  fo r  the w ar, he w ouldn ’t  
be president o f th is  o u tfit  long.”

Thomas' keynote speech was a 
wash-out. so fa r  as the delegates 
were concerned. The delegates 
were restless and uneasy, and 
there was an under-current of 
w h ispering  and c lm ir-sh iftings  
throughout his rem arks.
These were compounded of p a trio ­

t ic  demagogy, appeals fo r  sacri­
fice, com pla ints because Congress 
hadn’t accepted his “ equa lity  of 

(Continued on page 2)

No Ceiling On 
Boss Income

l  T o rpedoed  Seamen > 
iC o n tr ib u te  to  CRDC
|  The C iv il R ights Defense; 
? Com m ittee announced t h i s ;  
zweek th a t i t  had received a;
|co n trib u tio n  o f $34.00 collected; 
;fro m  surv ivo rs  of two mer"-!;
I chant ships w h ich  recently!; 
were torpedoed. !

! The seamen discussed th e ! J 
tissues involved in  the M in-!!
! neapolis labor case, and the!!
; prosecution against the Social-s 
;is t W orkers P arty  and Team-;! 
sters Local 544-CIO, on th e ir ; '

; t r ip  home. Fourteen seamen 
;made con tribu tions  toward an;; 
¡appeal of the convictions to the;;
! United States Supreme Court ;;
! The appeal of the convictions!; 
!is  expected to bn heard before!;
! the C irc u it Court of Appeals in !; 
!St. Louis in  October, a fte r!
! w h ich i t  w i l l  go before the U.S.!! 
Supreme Court. The appeal w ill! ;  
test the c o n s titu tio n a lity  of the!! 

¡S m ith  "Gag”  A c t fo r  the firs t;! 
tim e. ;!

Tank Strike 
Won At Flint

------ By F E L IX  M ORROW  “

Stalin Policy 
Leads USSR
To Disaster
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Slug Food Union Militant; 
Opposes Stalinist Sell-Out
Stalinists Turn Meeting Into Riot After 
Steamrolling Agreement Over Majority Vote

A n  a ttem pt by the S ta lin is t 
leadership o f New Y o rk  Local 302 
o f the Hote l and Restaurant Em ­
ployees Union, A F L , to cram  a 
ro tten  agreement down the throats 
o f the membership in  v io la tio n  of 
dem ocratic un ion procedure, re­
sulted in  a r io t  a t the un ion 's last 
meeting, J u ly  30, a t Manhattan 
Center.

La rry . P h illip s , fo rm e r General 
O rganizer of the local, and a 
w e ll-know n m il ita n t  leader, was 
severely in ju re d  by S ta lin is t 
goons. The S ta lin is ts  precip itated 
the. ba ttle, by announcing tha t a 
m otion  to accept the agreement 
was carried, in  spite of the fact 
th a t the members tu rned the 
m otion  down by a t least five to 
one, in  an ora l vote. P h illip s , who 
opposed th is  steam ro lling , is  now 
in  Beth Is rae l H osp ita l; the 
seriousness of h is in ju r ie s  w ill 
n o t be know n u n t il X rays  have 
been studied.

S E L L -O U T  C O N TR A C T
The two thousand workers as­

sembled a t the m eeting were in ­
censed a t the prov is ions of the 
proposed contract. The agreement

vio lates the rig h ts  o f women w o rk ­
ers by a p rov is ion  th a t women 
who replace men a t w o rk  shall 
receive on ly $21 weekly, and the 
rem a in ing $9 of th e if  weekly pay 
sha ll be turned oven to the un ion 
tops to do w ith  as they. w ish. I t  
also provides tha t a 6-day week 
sha ll be worked in  a live-day 
period m aking  i t  possible fo r the 
management to reduce crews. .

The con tract provides fo r on ly 
very inadequate wage increases 
m a in ly  fo r  sk illed  workers. No 
p rov is ion  to reopen the contract 
on the wage quegtion to readjust 
wages w ith  the rise  in  l iv in g  
costs, was made. The contract 
runs fo r one year.

Those who opposed the S ta lin is t 
leadership were deprived of th e ir  
r ig h t  to speak. The cha irm an ran 
the m eeting in  typ ica l S ta lin is t 
strong-arm  manner.

R id in g  roughshod over the 
membership's, 5 to 1 vote to the 
con tra ry  the cha irm an brazenly 
announced tha t the m otion to ac­
cept the agreement was carried. 
When th is  announcement was 
made, a r io t  broke out. The meet­
in g  ended in  a general melee.

W orkers ’
F O RUM

Protests Segregation
o f  N egro  S o ld ie rs
E d ito r:

I  am a so ld ier w ho reads you r 
paper. O f course, I ’ve read a lo t  
o f y o u r stories about the raw  
deal the colored soldiers have 
been g e ttin g . The o ther day I  
picked up a copy o f ou r camp 
newspaper and the re  was an 
a rtic le  th a t said— Service Club 
fo r  Colored T roops; Plans E la ­
borate. I t  was in  the J u ly  29th 
issue p f  Shot ’n S hell— published 
a t Gamp San Lu is  Obispo, C a li­
fo rn ia .

T h a t looked a ll r ig h t  to  me. I  
tho ugh t th a t maybe y o u r paper 
was exaggera ting  th in g s  a b it. 
Then I  began to  th in k  about i t  
and I  changed m y  m ind. W e have 
a Service C lub now and both 
colored and w h ite  soldiers use it .  
Some o f  the  guys I  know  don’t  
lik e  colored people, b u t the y  
don’t  say an y th in g  because we 
take  th is  idea o f democracy 
serious. B u t now the B ig  Shots 
are s tepp ing in  and w a n t to  set 
up a separate place fo r  colored 
soldiers.

T h a t a rtic le  is ju s t* lik e  a Keep 
O ut s ign. They te ll the  colored 
so ld ier— Y ou ’re a lr ig h t  in  you r 
place— in  yo u r own Service Club 
b u t don’t  be hang ing around here 
anymore.

T h a t doesn’t  look lik e  demo­
cracy to  me. I f  I  was a colored 
sold ier I ’d boycott th is  elaborate 
jo in t  th e y ’re p lan n in g  to  bu ild . 
A s long as we a ll w ear the same 
u n ifo rm  le t ’s a ll use the same 
service club and g e t acquainted. 
I  th in k  w e’l l  ge t a long O. K . i f  
the B ig  Shots w i l l  on ly  s tay out 
o f  it .

A  W h ite  Sold ier
Los Angeles, C a lif.

The B r it is h  I.L .P .  
and the  C o lon ies
E d ito r:

Those who read M arc L o r is ’ 
ve ry  fine a rtic le  on the B r it is h  
Independent Labo r P a r ty  in  the 
June issue o f F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l m ust a lready have a 
p re tty  good p ic tu re  o f the  con­
fus ion and con trad ic tions w h ich 
characterize th a t c e n tris t organ­
iza tion . I  w a n t here to  add b u t 
one m ore exam ple o f how th a t 
p a r ty ’s leadership functions.

The J u ly  4 isue o f the  
’  L .P .’s paper, The New Leader, 
p ro m ine n tly  fea tu res the recent 
speech made b y  James M axton, 
I.L .P . leader, in  the House of 
Pax'liament. A m ong o the r th ings 
M axton  said:

“ I  associate m yse lf w ith  M r. 
Creech Jones in  the  v iew  th a t 
th is  House can e ith e r do the

r ig h t  th in g  (tow a rd  the B r it is h  
colonies) now because i t  is  the 
r ig h t  th in g , o r be compelled la te r 
to  surrender to  an u p r is in g  o f 
force w h ich  w i l l  create a s itu a ­
tio n  which in te llig e n t people do 
no t w ish  to  see.”

Thus M axton included h im se lf 
among the “ in te llig e n t people”  
who do n o t w a n t to  see the 
colonial peoples, s ick o f a fte r- 
the -w a r promises, take  th e ir  in ­
dependence by force i f  necessary, • 
as the A m erican  colonists did. 
M axton figh ts  fo r  “ the th ird  
f ro n t ”  by p leading w ith  the 
B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  to  do “ the 
r ig h t  th in g .”

B u t M axton had s t i l l  another 
con tribu tion  to make to  the 
debate on the colon ia l question :

“ I  hope th a t the Governm ent 
w ill no t assume th a t when peace 
'comes the re  w i l l  n o t be a lo t  o f 
re -a rrangem ent in  the w o rld  and 
th a t every na tion ’s possessions 
w i l l  n o t come under rev iew . I  
in te rrup te d  the speech o f M r. 
M acm illan  because he seemed to  
suggest th a t the Governm ent had 
a lready made up its  m ind th a t 
w hatever te r r ito r ia l read jus t­
ments and rea llocations there 
m ig h t be a f te r  the w ar, the 
present B r it is h  E m pire  is go ing 
to  rem ain.”

A t  th is  p o in t M axton  was in ­
te rru p te d  by one S ir  P. Hannon, 
who said: “ Please God. T h a t is 
m y complete conviction.”  And 
M axton  answered h im  as fo llow s :

M A X T O N  PLU G S FO R  U. S.
“ I f  you are to re -d raw  the map 

o f the w o rld , and i f  you are 
honest w ith  y o u r A llie s , you can­
no t s ta r t  by saying th a t the re  is 
to  be no change in  the red b its . I  
would lik e  to  see a U n ited  States 
o f A fr ic a , f o r  instance^ ru n  and 
con tro lled by  the A frica n s , the 
natives o f  the so il; b u t i f  the 
w h ite  races are to  have a say as 
to how the w ealth  o f th a t g rea t 
con tinent is to  be developed, I 
would like  to  see the U n ited  
S tates o f Am erica  have a p a rt 
in  it .  I  believe th a t A m erica 
could teach us some th in gs  about 
the hand ling  o f colon ia l people, 
and I  am m ore ce rta in  s t i l l  th a t 
the Soviet U n ion  and China could 
teach both o f us th in gs .”

To th is  “ re vo lu tio n a ry ”  sug­
gestion th a t U n ited  States im ­
pe ria lism  g e t its  share in  the ex­
p lo ita tio n  o f the  present B r it is h  
colon ia l em pire, A m erica ’s S ix ty  
Fam ilies would say on ly  “ A m en !”  
A  less po lite  w o rd  w ou ld  probably 

-be u tte red  by those A fr ic a n  
revo lu tion is ts  who know  how 
A m erica  oppresses and exp lo its  
the people in P uerto  Rico, fo r  
example.

A lb e r t P a rke r
N ew  Y o rk  C ity
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UAW Delegates Oppose Retreats
(Continued fro m  page 1)

sacrifice”  program, and a call fo r
“ unity.”

He d id  not elaborate by so much 
as a word his f irs t po in t. How to 
organize workers w it l i  a program  
of re trea t and cap itu la tion  to the 
bosses, a uo-strike po licy, support 
of speedup, and a fa ilu re  to figh t 
fo r  the wage increases demanded 
by the auto workers, was not ex­
plained by Thomas.

Instead, he w ent d ii-ectly. to, the 
second po iu t, w ith  the one fo r­
m ula  answer th a t is supposed to 
solve a ll the  problems o f the 
workers In  lieu  o f a reg l stragg le 
fo r th e ir  r ig h ts  and conditions, 
“ Open a Second F-rant.”

Not a word d id ,he  have to say 
on the key problems of the auto 
workers, the $1 a day wage in ­
crease demand, the loss o f elec­
tions in  key a irc ra ft plants, the 
m ounting  p lan t grievances.

Above a ll, anxious to pu t over 
the leadership’s program  o f con­
cen tra ting  more power in  its  own 
hands, he begged: “ I  w ant to see 
some sort of u n ity  in  th is  con­
vention, not sucli knock-down, 
drag-out figh ts th a t we have had 
in  conventions before." B u t the 
delegates were aware th a t such 
“ lack o f u n ity ” — readiness to 
resist bureaucratic d ic ta tion  and 
freCly discuss a ll issues— was the 
source of tire streng th  and grow th 
o f t ile  U'AW.

Thomas wound up li is  ta lk  by 
declaring th a t the "them e o f th is  
convention is : W hat so rt of 
sacrifice are we w ill in g  to make 
fo r v ic to ry? ”  He d id n 't get much 
of a hand.

F IR S T  C LA S H  ON 
E LE C T IO N  OF O FFIC E R S

When (he Rules Committee 
sought to push its  proposals over

in  a body, the delegates demanded 
to discuss them  one a t a tim e. 
They were suspicious and wanted 
to make sure th a t no convention 
rules were passed depriv ing  them 
o f th e ir  righ ts .

The firs t clash came over the 
proposal to elect the officers on 
the th ird  day o f the convention, 
instead o f the last, as is custo­
m ary. No sooner was th is  read, 
than i t  was greeted w ith  resound­
ing  boos and cat-calls. Thomas, 
when he commanded “ Order, 
Order,”  was h im se lf booed.

A  delegate g o t the f lo o r  m ike 
and stated, “ I  don’t  know hpw \ye 
can vote in te llig e n tly  on opr o f ­
ficers u n t il we see w h a t k ind o f 
stand is taken by the candidates 
on the im p o rta n t issues before 
th is  convention.”  The purpose o f 
rush ing the elections in  th is  
m anner was to head o ff  the 
grow th o f any opposition candi­
dates to the present leaders, and 
one o f the measures proposed fo r 
the cons titu tion  is to hold elec­
tions on the second day of the 
conventions hereafter.

B u t a m otion was pu t to hold 
the elections on the las t day, and 
was unan im ously carried.

D u ring  th is  and subsequent 
debates, the m eeting became more 
d isorderly. Thomas antagonized 
the delegates more and more by 
his clumsy, bureaucratic hand ling 
of the cha ir, rag ing  a t delegates, 
shouting them down, ca llin g  “ out 
o f o rder”  in  harsh words. Booipg 
and B ronx cheers increased.

O F F IC IA L S ’ PROGRAM 
IS U N P O P U LA R

Behind th is  obvious disrespect 
fo r  Thomas and the other in te r­
na tiona l officers, was the aware­
ness th a t they were try in g  to put 
over som ething on the delegates.

These include the unpopular 
proposals, to hold conventions 
every two years, instead of an­
nu a lly ; to raise substan tia lly  the 
salaries o f the officers who are 
ca lling  on the members to “ sacri­
fice” ; and to raise the dues when 
the cost o f liv in g  is  r is in g  and no 
rea lly  effective organ ization w ork  
is being done to w a rran t such in ­
creased income to the in te rna ­
tional.

The whole con flic t came to a 
head when delegates, am idst great 
applause, took the floo r and 
charged the leadership w ith  p lan t­
in g  large slumbers of paid o r­
ganizers and in te rn a tio n a l repre­
sentatives in  the convention. ,

A  c lam or arose in  opposition to 
the organizers and in te rna tiona l 
representatives being s e a t e d  
among the delegates. One speaker 
charged, “ They are used fo r 
pu tting  over deals in  these con­
ventions.”  A no ther pointed out 
tha t elected alternates sept at 
great expense by th e ir  locals 
“ don 't even have room to s it  in  
on the convention.”

GOON PRESSURE 
ON D E LE G A TE S

I t  had been reported about the 
convention th a t Thomas had 
called in  a ll his paid functionaries

Tank Strike 
Won At Flint

(Continued from  page 1)

long record o f m ilitancy . A uto­
nomy sounded good to the men— 
they did w ant to be shackled by 
the no-strike give-away po licy of 
the CIO bureaucrats. B u t they 
had th e ir  f i l l  of the A F L  long ago.

BIG -SHO TS W O N ’T  H E L P
So they maneuvered between 

A F L  and CIO, hoping fo r some 
help. N e ithe r A F L  nor CIO quite 
dared sanction the s tr ik e  o r sup­
po rt i t  openly. Much less d id  
they dare “ ou tlaw ”  it .  M ilita n ts  
from  other CIO plants in  F lin t  
jo ined p icket lines and showed 
so lida rity . CIO o ffic ia ls  conducted 
the negotiations fo r the s tr ike  
leaders.

T h is  confusion puzzled even the 
corporation, the boss press and 
governm ent labor boards, so th a t 
there was l i t t le  agreement on fo r­
mulas to scare the workers who 
dared to demand o rd in a ry  human 
treatm ent ju s t w lien  GM was be­
g in n in g  to reap w ar tank profits.

R E JE C T “ N O -S T R IK E ”
P O LIC Y

In  meetings w ith  local un ion 
leaders the s trikes made i t  p la in  
they would no t le t “ h igher ups 
cram an y th in g  down our th roa ts.”  
They repudiated the no-strike po l­
icy  of the UAW-CIO, in s is tin g  on 
defending the gains made through 
years o f struggle. They also re­
pudiated S ta lin is t p a trio tic  ai>- 
peals, saying they were ju a t as 
anxious as anyone to figh t H it le r ­
ism —  especially GM’s brand in  
the p lan t where they work.

A fte r  such w arn ings they le t 
CIO leaders do m ost o f th e ir  neg­
o tia ting . F o r seven days GM re­
fused to agree to an y th in g  the 
state or federal m ediators propos­
ed'. B u t the usual pressures were 
no t scaring the s tr ike rs  back to 
w ork. Such "fr ie nds  o f labo r”  as 
Gov. M u rra y  D. Van Wagoner 
headlined the s tr ik e  as “a  crim e”  
(and the CIO and UAW  w i l l  spend 
many thousands of do lla rs again 
th is  fa ll to re-elect h im ). GM was 
ge tting  nowhere, despite the a n ti­
un ion statem ent o f Van Wagoner.

F in a lly , about 1:30 a.m. on the 
e igh th day, a compromise was sold 
by the “ ace”  m edia tor o f the W ar 
Labor board and production res­
umed a t 7 a.m. The consent elec­
tion  was held n ine days la ter. 
Several hundred workers h ired 
a fte r the s tr ik e  were allowed to 
vote, b u t did no t seriously  a ffe c t 
the results.

T h e  tem porary barga in ing 
r ig h ts  are none too successful, but 
a vast im provem ent. Grievances 
a t least are negotiated. The rest 
period is s t i l l  denied bu t being 
bargained. GM has discovered 
a rm y tanks and steel hoists are 
nob in flam m able. Sm oking is a l­
lowed in  the p la n t —  bu t fo r 
workers on ly  a t lunch tim e ; fo r 
bosses, a ll the  tim e.

The s tr ik e  was a s ign ifican t v ic ­
to ry  fo r  the m il ita n t  F lin t  w o rk ­
ers. Had the UAW-CIO taken 
such m il ita n t  action In  the Cur- 
tiss -W righ t p lan t in  B uffa lo , i t  
would have been possible there 
also to  w in  a decisive v ic to ry  over 
the A F L  in  the N LR B  vote. The 
fa ilu re  o f the CIO to launch a 
m il ita n t  program , lost the UAW- 
CIO th a t election.

W h ile  the circumstances under 
w h ich  the F ishe r T ank  s tr ik e  oc­
curred were not general, the de­
sire o f the ranks o f the UAW - 
CIO fo r action to solve th e ir  
grievances and defend un ion con­
d itions  was demonstrated in  th is  
strike.

and to ld them to pu t the heat on 
the delegates to pass the measures 
he and h is board were backing. 
A Lansing, M ich igan, delegate 
took the flo o r and testified to 
w itnessing in te rn a tio n a l represen­
tatives outside the convention 
door bu tton-ho ling a delegate and 
in tim id a tin g  h im  w ith  the threat, 
“ I f  you don’t  vote r ig h t, we’ ll 
break your neck.”  The delegate 
added: “ I ’m going to 'see tha t 
go.ons aren ’t going to come in  here 
and t r y  to te ll the delegates of 
our local how to vote.”

Thomas then tr ie d  to pass o ff 
the s itua tion  by asserting ponder­
ously. ' “ I  personally th in k  there 
are no goons in  th is  convention.”  
T h is  was met w ith  laughter and 
boos, and cries, “ You ought to 
k n o w !”

The demand th a t the non-dele­
gate paid machine-men be ex­
cluded from  the convention was 
on ly  silenced when Thomas 
shoved across the ru lin g  th a t they 
were en titled  by the con s titu tion  
to s it  in  the convention w ith  voice 
and no vote, and i f  th a t were to 
be changed, i t  could on ly  be done 
in  the vo tin g  on the report of the 
con s titu tion  committee.

I t  is clear th a t i f  Thomas is 
re-elected a t th is  convention i t  
w i l l  be on ly because of "u n ity ”  
pleas on the basis of supporting 
the war. There are reported move­
ments under way to nom inate 
other candidates, and the present 
Lop leadership is j i t te r y  a t the 
mere idea. B u t i t  is  too ea rly  to 
determ ine ju s t how fa r  such op­
position w il l  get in  th is  conven­
tion.

Meanwhile, the firs t day of the

convention has been completed, 
and a ll the basic issues are yet to 
come before the convention. I t  can 
be expected th a t the officers—  
Thomas, Reuther, Addes, F ranken- 
steen, etc.—are go ing to be w o rk ­
in g  over-tim e to high-pressure the 
delegates in to  line.

“ SECO ND F R O N T ”  
I iA L L Y H O O E D

P rim a rily , th e ir  purpose is to 
subordinate a ll the demands and 
needs o f the w orkers, to  squelch 
any m il ita n t  tendencies, and line  
the un ion membership up as com­
pletely docile supporters of the 
po licy of retreats in  the face of 
the reactionary demands of W all 
Street and the governm ent. The 
issue they have chosen to use as 
the c loak fo r th is  program  is the 
call fo r  a "Second F ron t.”

A t  the last moment, ju s t before 
adjournm ent, a m otion  was sud­
denly introduced to place firs t on 
the agenda tom orrow  the resolu­
tion  on the “ Second F ro m ."  The 
hot and disgusted delegates did 
not care to debate th is  procedure, 
a lthough there was a lo t o f ob­
jection. as indicated by the con­
siderable hand vote in  opposition. 
The m otion was passed na rrow ly .

Q U E S T IO N  OF U N IT Y
The p rinc ip a l development may 

come in tom orrow ’s session when 
CIO  President P h ilip  M u rra y  4s 
scheduled to  speak. H is  demon­
s tra tiv e  pronouncem ent on the 
eve o f the convention rega rd ing  
approaching the A F L  fo r  organic 
un ity  nego tia tions has led many 
competent observers to  believe 
th a t he may make some s ta r t lin g  
announcement on the A F L -C IO

u n ity  question.
I f ,  as some suspect, he comes 

ou t w ith  a proposal to achieve 
organ ic u n ity  a t the expense of 
in d u s tr ia l un ionism , th is  m ay be­
come the key issue o f the conven­
tion . The recent experiences of 
the UAW  members in  a irc ra ft 
w ith  the successful invasions o f 
the A F L  is bound to make a great 
number o f the delegates look on 
any such proposal w ith  extrem e ly 
c r it ic a l eyes.

A no ther b ig  issue m ay develop 
over the “ equa lity  of sacrifice”  
program pu t fo r th  by. the  UAW  
leaders last A p r il in  order to. get 
the members to g ive up week-end 
apd ho liday double-time pay. As 
voiced by m any delegates around 
the convention, the auto workers 
are ge tting  wise to the t r ic k  tha t 
was pulled over on them  la s t 
A p r il.  They were asked to sacrifice 
and give up th e ir  hard won r ig h ts  
a t once and w ith o u t a qu ibble : bu t 
the “ eq ua lity  o f sacrifice” promises 
have proved to be ju s t demagogy 
used in  the in terests o f the bosses. 
P a rticu la rly , the workers in  Ford, 
Genera) M otors and C hrys ler are 
ge tting  im p a tie n t w ith  the ru n ­
around they are ge tting  from  the 
pro fiteering  corporations and the 
governm ent on th e ir  ?l-a-day pay 
increase demands.

The delegates are go ing to be 
heard from  before th is  convention 
is over. The leaders are go ing to 
have to p u ll every tr ic k  out of the 
bag in  order to shove th e ir  
policies over.

(A  complete re p o rt and analysis 
o f the convention w i l l  appear in  
the ne x t issue o f T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T .)

(Continued fro m  page 1)
i f  by a sum m ary order fro m  S ta lin  a re tre a t can be stopped, he 
did  no t issue the o rder a yea r ago.

T he  M yste rious  Phone C a ll
The bureaucra t w ants  to  take c re d it on ly  fo r  v ic tories. 

W here there are defeats he shoulders resp o n s ib ility  onto sub-or­
dinates o r on the masses themselves. Thus i t  suddenly appeared
—  a fte r  the event —  th a t a m ysterious phone call fro m  S ta lin  
to  the General S ta ff  was responsible fo r  d r iv in g  the  Nazis ou t 
o f Rostov la s t w in te r  and stopp ing  them  in  th e ir  tra cks  before 
Len ingrad  and Moscow. In  re a lity , i t  was the  arm ed w o rke rs ’ 
popu la tion  b reak ing  ou t o f the bureaucra tic  harness in  the g re a t 
c itie s  o f  the October R evolu tion th a t  tu rned  the  tide . Had the 
masses proceeded fro m  th a t beg inn ing to  r id  themselves- o f the 
bureaucra tic  m ills tone around th e ir  necks, to  restore Soviet dem­
ocracy and embarked upon a po licy  o f re vo lu tio n a ry  w a r against 
the Nazis, the m il ita ry  s itu a tio n  would undoubtedly have been 
in fin ite ly  m ore favo rab le  fo r  them  today.

Instead the Soviet workers, m us t n o t on ly  s u ffe r  defeats b u t 
m ust see the g re a t a im s and ideals o f  th e ir  w a r aga inst the 
Nazis perverted and p ro s titu te d  b y  S ta lin . The masses f ig h t in g  
w ith  th e ir  backs to  the w a ll f o r  a ll the conquests o f the revo lu ­
t io n  th a t ove rth rew  Czarism  and its  hated system o f oppres­
sion are ins tructed  by S ta lin  to  make a new stand aga inst the 
invader in  the name o f C za ris t generals —  Nevsky, Donsky, 
M in in , Pozharsky, S u vo ro ff —  who fo u g h t to  preserve th is  s e lf­
same system.

C a p ita lis t Press A pprec ia tes  S ta lin
The c a p ita lis t press is n o t slow  to  apprecia te  and applaud 

the m onstrous significance o f th is  example o f S ta lin ’s reaction­
a ry  po licy. Says the St. P au l D ispatch (A ug . 1, 1942):

“ In  lis tin g  Russian m ilita ry  heroes to  insp ire  the people o f 
the Soviet U n ion  to  ever g re a te r resistance aga inst the Nazi, 
Joseph S ta lin  would ce rta in ly  never include Leon T ro tsky . T ro t­
sky, who was the w a r m in is te r under Len in  and created the Red 
A rm y , has been called a c iv ilia n  o f ex tra o rd in a ry  m il ita ry  genius
—  b u t he was also S ta lin ’s fo rem ost r iv a l fo r  the m antle o f 
power a f te r  Len in ’s death.

“ One m ig h t expect S ta lin , however, to  m ention o ther B o l­
shevik heroes o f the period o f m il ita ry  consolidation o f the So­
v ie t regim e, Galen, Chapayev, though again perhaps no t T uk- 
hachevsky. Instead o f c a llin g  up the  m em ory o f these Com m u­
n is t heroes, however he invoked the names o f. . . m il ita ry  leaders 
o f the T s a ris t o r p re -T sa rjs t era o f Russian h is to ry ; they have 
no th ing  in  common w ith  communism. . . A g a in  in  th is  invoca­
tion  by S ta lin  the re  is evidence o f a s h ift in g  o f the  S oviet leader 
to  the appeal o f o ld-fashioned n a tio n a lis t p a trio tism  and away 
from  the appeal o f in te rn a tio n a l communism. F o rgo tte n  are the 
days when the Red A rm y  was urged to  f ig h t  fo r  the free ing  
o f the  w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t. .

W h a t is involved here is  o f fa r  m ore significance than  the  
m ere h is to rica l fa c t th a t S ta lin  has abandoned the  princ ip les  o f 
in te rna tiona lism  and socialism . He did th a t lo ng  ago. The p o li­
cy involved in  th is  reac tiona ry  invoca tion  lies a t the ve ry  hea rt 
o f the te rr ib le  defeats o f the Red A rm y .

S ta lin  does n o t include T ro ts k y ’s name because he drove 
T ro ts k y  fro m  the  Soviet U n ion  and ordered h is  m u rd e r by  a 
GPU assassin.

S ta lin  does n o t include the names o f the  Red Commanders 
in  the c iv il w a r because the y  were too c losely associated w ith  
the en tire  s ta f f  th a t S ta lin  purged long  before the  N az i a ttack.

S ta lin  does no t appeal to  the re vo lu tio n a ry  tra d itio n s  o f 
the Soviet masses fo r  fe a r  th a t th e y  w i l l  u t il iz e  th a t  tra d itio n  
to r id  themselves o f the  S ta lin  regim e.

S ta lin  does n o t appeal to  the  in te rn a tio n a l tra d itio n s  because 
he fea rs  the  in te rn a tio n a l revo lu tion  as a  th re a t to  h is  bureau­
c ra tic  n a tio n a lis t reg im e.

Thus to  preserve h is  reg im e S ta lin  m ust fo llo w  a. po licy, 
reac tiona ry  n a tio n a lly  and in te rn a tio n a lly , th a t is unde rm in ing  
and w i l l  even tua lly  destroy the  Soviet U n ion .

To preserve the  Soviet U n ion  the  Soviet masses m ust r id  
themselves o f S ta lin , th e y  m ust convert th is  w a r in to  p revo lu ­
t io n a ry  w a r, the y  m ust res to re  Soviet democracy.

The “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  are n o t a t a ll in terested in  
w in n in g  the  w a r fo r  the Soviet U n ion .

The p ro le ta rians  o f the  w o rld  in  s trugg le  aga ins t the  im ­
p e r ia lis t oppressors are the on ly  rea l a llie s  o f the  S oviet masses.

H ero ism  and m orale alone w i l l  n o t w in  the  w a r. Above a ll 
a co rre c t p o licy  is necessary. I t  is  n o t ye t too  la te !

Boss Press Lies A bout 
Indian Independence

(Continued fro m  page 1)
nom inated cabinet, responsible to  no one bu t 
its e lf, could n o t be removed and would in  fa c t 
constitu te  an absolute d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the m a jo r­
ity .

“ . . . U n t i l such tim e  as the Ind ian  peoples 
fram e th e ir  new C onstitu tion  (i,e., a f te r  the w a r) 
H is M a jes ty ’s G overnm ent m ust continue to ca r­
ry  ou t its  duties to  those la rge, sections o f the 
Ind ian  people to whom i t  has given its  pledges.”

B rita in  M a in ta ins  Its  R u le
Or, in p la in  E ng lish , the C h u rch ill governm ent 

retained its  r ig h t, th rough  con tinu ing  the V ice­
roy and Ind ia  O ffice ’s powers, to  dism iss the 
Ind ian m in is te rs  whenever London fe lt  lik e  it .  
M in is te rs  ta k in g  office under such conditions 
would be no th ing  bu t stooges fo r  C hurch ill.

These fac ts  —  w hich anybody can ascerta in 
fo r  h im se lf by reading the B r it is h  W h ite  Paper 
— prove th a t the A m erican press “ descrip tion”  
o f the C ripps proposal is  fa lse, and equa lly  fa lse 
is its  descrip tion o f the  reason fo r  its  re jec tion  
by the Congress leaders. They re jected i t  be­
cause, fa r  fro m  being even a step tow a rd  inde­
pendence, i t  m eant becoming helpless servants o f 
the V ice roy and the Ind ia  Office. W ith  the  g re a t 
masses o f Ind ia  su rg in g  fo rw a rd  to  f ig h t  fo r  
independence, the Congress dared no t cap itu la te  
to the B r it is h , fo r  th a t c e rta in ly  would have led 
to repud ia tion  o f Congress by the people o f In ­
dia.

To C ripps ’ a rgum ent th a t con s titu tion a l chang­
es were im possible “ in  the m iddle o f a w a r,”  the 
Congress leaders had a crush ing re to rt.  They re ­
minded h im  th a t, ju s t  before the  fa l l  o f F rance 
and in  an e f fo r t  to prevent it ,  C h urch ill had p ro ­
posed tp  the French governm ent the fo rm a tio n  
o f an A ng lo -F rench  G overnm ent —  the end o f 
F rench and B r it is h  sovere ignty and th e ir  jo in in g  
in a new sove re ignty  c e rta in ly  would have re q u ir­
ed con s titu tion a l changes!

I f  an y th in g  is m ore venomous than the New 
Y o rk  T im es’ cam paign aga inst Ind ian  independ­
ence, i t  is the cam paign in  th a t ostensib ly ‘ le f t ’ 
lib e ra l da ily , PM . I t  has been pub lish ing  a series 
o f a rtic les  by its  s ta f f  member, H e rb e rt A g a r, 
whose lies are, i f  th a t were possible, even more 
outrageous than those o f the T im es. In  a v a il­
able space we can deal w ith  on ly  one o r tw o o f 
them.

Lies o f  the  “ L ib e ra ls ”
1. B r ita in  in  the C ripps nego tia tions ta c it ly  

recognized th a t the  Congress speaks today fo r  
the g rea ti m a jo r ity  in  Ind ia , and everybody knows 
th is  to  be a fac t. B u t no t PM . A n  a rtic le  in  its  
J u ly  31 issue is en titled  “ A ll- In d ia  Congress 
Doesn’t  R ea lly  Represent A l l  Ind ia .”  Then fo l­
lows some w e ird  s ta tis tics . The 90 m illio n  Mos­
lems are credited to the p ro -B rit is h  Moslem lead­
er Jinnah. The 80 m illio n  ( in  re a lity  93 m illio n ) 
in  the Ind ian  "N a tiv e ”  States ru led  by the p r in ­
ces are credited to  the opposition to Congress 
—  despite the fa c t th a t PM  had to ad m it in  a 
colum n on Ind ia  tw o  days e a rlie r th a t “ the c i t i ­
zens o f these states do n o t fo r  the m ost p a rt 
have a chance to  express th e ir  opin ions fre e ly ”  
because B r ita in ’s puppet princes w on’t  le t them. 
And m ore s ta tis tics  o f  the same qu a lity .

The answer to th is  crooked a rgum ent is s im ­
ple: PM, instead o f fa ls e ly  c la im in g  th a t the 
Congress does n o t speak fo r  Ind ia , should de­
mand th a t the B r it is h  governm ent p e rm it the 
election, by un iversa l su ffrag e , o f a C onstituent 
Assem bly. A n y  honest dem ocrat m ust ce rta in ly  
agree to  such an election. B u t n e ith e r PM  nor 
any o f the A m erican papers w h ich  have been a t­
tack ing  the Congress have proposed such a de­
te rm in a tio n  o f the  question.

A s fo r  the B r it is h  governm ent, i t  knows so

w e ll w h a t would happen under un ive rsa l s u ffra g e  
th a t i t  has set up  such h igh  p ro p e rty  q u a lif ic a ­
tions th a t the e lig ib le  electorate, a t  the  la s t 
(1934) elections fo r  the C entra l L e g is la tive  A s ­
sembly., consisted according to  o ff ic ia l figures o f 
1,416,000 ou t o f a popu la tion  o f ne a rly  300,000,- 
000 in B r it is h  Ind ia !

P M ’s F o u l S lander
2. A no the r fo u l a rgum en t o f PM  is the  in« 

s ihua ting  question, in  its  J u ly  29 issue, “ w h y  i4 
i t  th a t the Japanese rad io  is so de ligh ted w ith  
the demands o f the Congress. E ve r since the 
m iddle o f J u ly  Japanese rad io  propaganda in  A s ia  
has been p ra is in g  the Ind ian  Congress.”  The 
innuendo o f PM  is th a t the Congress is se rv ing  
Japan.

T h is type  o f slander is scarcely new. E ve ry  
im p e ria lis t governm ent has praised the  p o lit ic a l 
opponents o f its  im p e ria lis t r iv a l,  and in  tu rn  the  
im p e ria lis t r iv a l has adduced th a t  pra ise as p ro o f 
th a t its  p o lit ic a l opponents are in  the service o f 
the enemy. The German governm ent o f the  K a ise r 
“ pra ised”  Len in  and T ro tsky , whereupon the 
Kerenskys tr ie d  to fram e up Len in  and T ro ts k y  
as German agents. The F rench chauv in is ts  
“ pra ised”  L iebknech t and Luxem burg, whereupon 
the German governm ent tr ie d  to  brand them  as 
a id ing  the  enemy.

A s a m a tte r o f fa c t, a ll im p e r ia lis t govern­
ments are no t averse to revo lts  in  the  em pires 
o f the enemy. D u rin g  the la s t w a r B r ita in  en­
couraged a re v o lt o f  the Arabs aga inst the T u rk ­
ish a lly  o f German. On the o the r hand G erm any 
g la d ly  o ffe re d  arm s to  the  I r is h  revo lu tion is ts .

B u t on ly  conscious lia rs  lik e  the w r ite rs  o f the 
PM and New  Y o rk  T im es a rtic les  could d raw  
fro m  these fac ts  the  “ p ro o f”  th a t  Le n in  and 
T ro tsky , L iebknech t and Luxem burg, the A ra b  
and Ir is h  revo lu tion is ts , were h ire ling s  o f enemy 
powers.

W hat Poes Japan W ant?
F o r the m om ent Japan is n o t a t a ll averse to  

seeing a c o n flic t between the B r it is h  and Ind ia . 
O f course Japan pre fe rs  such a c o n flic t to  see­
ing  the Ind ian  peoples buckle down to  serve 
B r ita in ! B u t Japan’s preference is in  no w ay 
an exp lanation  o f the  com ing s tru g g le  o f In d ia  
fo r  independence, as the A m erican press is so 
fa lse ly  ins inua ting . Ind ia  w ants independence fo r  
its e lf, and n o t to  serve any im p e ria lis t power, 
w hether “ dem ocra tic”  o r  A x is .

The fa c t is  th a t a Free Ind ia  would be a m or­
ta l blow to  Japanese im p e ria lism . W ith  a com­
mon fro n t ie r  w ith  China fo r  over 2,000 m iles, 
w ith  common in te rests fo r  the free  development 
o f both countries, w ith  sym pathy fo r  China’s 
s trugg le  a lready widespread in  Ind ia , a Free 
Ind ia  would un ite  w ith  Free China ,to res is t Jap­
anese im p e ria lis t dom ination o f A sia . The Con­
gress is pledged to  th a t, and re fle c ts  in  th is  
pledge the sen tim ent o f In d ia ’s masses.

I f  the  issue, then, were to secure the  m ost e f­
fic ie n t resistance to  Japanese dom ination  o f A s ia , 
the obvious so lu tion is Ind ian  independence. B u t 
th a t is no t the rea l issue fo r  B r it is h  —  and 
Am erican —  im peria lism . F o r a Free Ind ia  
would be a m orta l b low  to  a ll im p e r ia lis t dom in­
ation  o f A s ia  —  both “ dem ocratic”  and A x is  im ­
peria lism . T h a t is the  ro o t o f the Am erican press 
cam paign aga inst Ind ian  independence.

The w orkers o f Am erica  and England, how­
ever, have no in te re s t in  p reserv ing im p e ria lis t 
ru le over Ind ia . N o t one B r it is h  o r Am erican 
so ld ier sha ll die in the a tte m p t to  crush Ind ia ’s 
movement fo r  independence! W e m ust c a rry  th is  
tho ugh t to  the w orkers  —  and c a rry  i t  qu ick ly , 
fo r  the showdown between the Ind ian  masses 
and B r ita in  is speedily com ing.

Stalin Policy 
Means Disaster
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The Negro S truggle
: B y  A lb e r t  P a rk e r

T his week witnessed s t i l l  an­
other ol' the so-called “ r io ts ”  in ­
vo lv ing  Negro soldiers stationed 
at Southern A rm y  camps and 
w h ite  c iv ilia n  and m il ita ry  po­
lice. Accord ing to the AP 
dispatch prin ted  in  the August 2 
A . y . Times, “ M il ita ry  police, 
Duval County road patrolm en. 
S h e riff ’s deputies and c ity  police 
armed w ith  sub-machine guns 
and service weapons were sum­
moned to restore order a fte r 
Negro soldiers attem pted to take 
a sold ier p risoner away from  two 
policemen ( in  the Negro section 
of Jacksonville , F la .) ...S e ve ra l 
bricks were hurled by Negro 
soldiers and onlookers a fte r 

• police reinforcem ents a rrived .”
Accord ing to the chief of 

police, “ The sold ier was arrested 
a fte r he had threatened to cu t a 
Negro woman w ith  a kn ife .”  
T h a t explanation sounds as th in  
as the paper i t  was p rin ted  on. 
Negro soldiers in  the South are 
w e ll enough acquainted w ith  
“ Southern ju s tice ”  to know w hat 
k in d  of punishm ent is usua lly  
meted ou t to them  when they 
res is t th e  b ru ta lity  o f “ the law .”  
The fac t tha t they resisted ju s t 
the same would seem to indica te 
th a t they fe lt  they had p len ty  of 
cause.

The on ly  d ifference between 
th is  so-called “ r io t ”  and the 
scores o f s im ila r  outbreaks tha t 
have occurred in  the last year or 
so was tha t no Negro soldiers 
were k ille d  in  th is  one. Of 
course, s ix  Negro soldiers who 
happened to be available were 
arrested on charges of "a t­
tem pting  to in c ite  a r io t.”

W hat w i l l  probably happen to 
them was indicated by the an­
nouncement last week th a t five 
Negro soldiers in  F lagsta ff, 
Arizona, w i l l  soon be brought to 
cou rt m a rtia l. Headers o f th is  
paper w i l l  reca ll th a t they were 
arrested la s t m onth fo r  res is ting  
the attacks o f c iv i lia n  police, who 
shot one Negro sold ier dead and 
were exonerated fo r having 
"acted i i i  p u rs u it o f du ty .”  Many 
a sold ier who faced such courts- 
m a rtia l in  the last w a r is s t i l l  in  
a federal prison.

$ * *
JOB D IS C R IM IN A T IO N  
C O N T IN U E S

There has been a lo t  o f ly in g  
ta lk  about how e ffec tive  Roose­
v e lt ’s E xecutive O rder 8802 has 
been in  ge tting  em ploym ent fo r  
Negroes. The rank and f i le  o f 
the Negro people, w a lk in g  the 
streets every day t ry in g  to  get 
jobs, are not fooled by th is  ta lk  
—  they' know from  experience 
how l i t t le  e ffe c t the O rder has 
had. And i f  anyone th in ks  the 
em ployers are fooled by th is  
ta lk , read th is  from  the June 
issue o f the W ashington le tte r  
o f the L inen Supply Association 
o f  Am erica, Inc .:

“ Labor Shortage. M any mem­
bers (o f the A ssocia tion) are 
fac in g  c r it ic a l labor s itua tions. 
The d ra ft,  and com petition from  
defense factories, have made i t  
d if f ic u lt  to  obtain and re ta in  
help. . . Members m ig h t also 
consider the ad v isa b ility  o f em­
p loy in g  more colored help, many 
o f whom, despite Governm ent

regulations, have been d isc rim ­
inated aga inst in  defense indus­
tries .”

P O LL  T A X  BARS S O LD IE R  
V O TE  IN  S O U TH

Last week’s M IL IT A N T  re­
ported th a t the House of 
Representatives had passed a 
b ill establishing the procedure 
by w h ich the men in  the armed 
forces would be able to votij in  
the November elections. T H E  
M IL IT A N T  said th is  b i l l was 
passed “ over the opposition of 
some die-hard poll-taxers,”  and 
some readers m ig h t have con­
cluded from  th is  th a t the b ill 
abolished paym ent of the po ll t a i  
fo r soldiers and sailors who ha il 
from  the one-sixth o f the 48 
states where payment of such 
taxes is a q u a lif ic a tio n - fo r 
voting. To clear up any possible 
m isunderstandings le t us say 
here tha t such was not the case.

The poll-taxers were opposed 
to the b i l l  th a t was passed; they 
were also opposed to another 
measure ab o lis liiu g ,th e  po ll tax  
fo r members of the armed 
forces; on th is  second measure 
th e ir  colleagues, the no rthern  
Republicans and Democrats 
jo ined them, and i t  was voted 
down by an overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity . So fa r as the House 
o f Representatives as a whole 
goes, the soldier, who is being 
prepared to die fo r the “ fou r 
freedoms,”  s t i l l  has to pay a 
tax before he can vote.

*  *  «

A N T I-N E G R O  D R IV E  
S T E P P E D  UP

W hile  some Negroes are hesi­
ta n t about organ iz ing  an a ll-  
out. m ilita n t s trugg le  against 
J im  Crow because i t  “ m ig h t in ­
te rfe re  w ith  the conduct o f the 
w ar,”  the enemies o f the Negro 
people don’t  hesitate fo r  a m in ­
ute to  ju m p  to  action against 
a ll th rea ts  to  J im  Crow ru le . 
M ore and m ore are we reading 
about po litic ian s  and jo u rn a l­
is ts  in the South issu ing fie ry 
calls to arm s against the Negro 
people. M ost recent was the de­
mand by Horace W ilk inson , 
A labam a law yer and Dem ocrat, 
fo r  the organ iza tion  o f a le a g u e  
to M a in ta in  W h ite  Supremacy. 
W ha t is needed, he declared, is 
an o rgan iza tion  “ so s trong , so 
pow erfu l and so efficient, th a t 
th is  menace to  our na tiona l se­
c u r ity  and ou r local way o f life  
w i l l  rap id ly  disappear.”

And almost, s im ultaneous w ith  
th is  veiled ca ll to  lynch action, 
A. P h ilip  Randolph announced 
in Los Angeles, according to the 
A ug us t 1 P ittsbu rgh  C ourier, 
th a t he has abandoned plans fo r  
an “ im m edia te”  M arch on 
W ashington and instead w ill 
concentrate on a “ pressure cam ­
paign to  force the governm ent 
to  make some dras tic  changes 
in  the trea tm e n t o f the N e­
gro .”  t

It. o ften  seems to us th a t the 
g reatest need o f the Negro 
masses today is  a leadership 
th a t w ill e xh ib it the same de­
te rm ina tion , clear-sightedness 
and v ig o r th a t the enemies o f 
the N egro  people show.

Now Published as a Pamphlet
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(T h is  is  the  second o f a series o f a rtic les  on p re va ilin g  condi­
tions in  the B r it is h  w o rk in g  class movement. The au thor recently  
re turned fro m  Eng land where he had the o p p o rtu n ity  to  observe 
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The m ost hearten ing th in g  about the recent s tr ik e  s trugg les 
in B r ita in  has been the active suppo rting  and p a rtic ip a tin g  ro le o f 
the W orkers  In te rn a tio n a l League (know n as W IL ) ,  adherent o f 
the program  o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

The W IL  group fu l ly  accepts the program  o f the F ou rth  In te r ­
national a lthough no t affiliated5>- 
w ith  the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l. In  
1938 a ll T ro tsky is t groups in  G reat 
B r ita in  w ith  the exception of the 
W IL  un ited and became pa rt of 
the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l. Be­
cause of strong personal fr ic t io n  
ex is ting  between the then leaders 
o f the W IL  and some of the lead­
ers of the other T ro ts k y is t groups 
o f th a t tim e, the W IL  refused 
to jo in  the un ited party , a tac tic  
severely condemned by the con­
ference of the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tional. E ffo rts  w h ich  w il l  un­
doubtedly be crowned w ith  suc­
cess are now being made to iron  
ou t a ll d ifficu ltie s  in  the way of 
having the W IL  become pa rt of 
the o ffic ia l T ro ts k y is t movement 
in  B rita in .

® -

L E A D IN G  U N IO N IS T S  
SUPPO RT W IL

The W IL , in c lud in g  in  its  ranks 
dozens upon dozens of shop stew­
ards throughout England and 
Scotland, has gained the adm ira ­
tion  and support of w ide layers 
of workers because of its  role in  
the recent s tr ik e  struggles in  the 
mines, at Royal Ordnance facto­
ries and a t the docks. In  many of 
these, struggles the Socialist A p­
peal, W IL ’s paper, has been tre a t­
ed as the s tr ik e  b ible of the w o rk ­
ers involved.

One m iners union, which recent­
ly  w ent ou t on an “ ille g a l”  s trike , 
has ordered 1,000 copies per 
month of the Socialist Appeal. 
The W IL  can on ly supply them 
w ith  500 because’ of the paper 
shortage.

The S ta lin is t leadership o f the 
E le c tr ica l Trades Union in  L iv e r­
pool has gone to cou rt to sue the 
Appeal fo r a hard h it t in g  a rtic le  
w h ich  appeared on the E lec trica l 
Trades s itua tion  in  L iverpool. 
Many e lectrica l trades workers, 
especially those w o rk ing  in  sh ip­
bu ild ing , have been buying the 
Appeal and the S ta lin is t fear of 
its  g row ing  in fluence has driven 
them in  desperation to the capital-' 
is t courts.

The shop steward leaders o f the 
im portan t Royal Ordnance facto­
ry  d is tr ic t  in  N o ttingham  have 
recently sent a long com m unica­
tion  to the Appeal o u tlin in g  th e ir  
just, grievances in  the figh t a- 
ga inst com pulsory trans fe r of la ­
bor. F o r our readers to under­
stand the significance of th is, i t  
is analogous lo r  example to hav­
ing  leading CIO workers in  De­
t ro it  using T H E  M IL IT A N T  in  
preference to th e ir  o ffic ia l un ion 
paper.

F IG H T S  FOR W O R K E R ’S 
IN T E R E S T S

The W IL  partic ipates in  these- 
battles against com pulsory trans­
fer o f labor ,fo r overtim e pay, etc., 
as honest defenders of the in te r­
ests of the workers involved. The 
Labor P a rty  and the Communist 
Party, on the other hand, always 
invoke the sanc tity  of the “ no­
s tr ik e ”  agreement and do not 
w ish to  embarrass the government 
they support.

A t  the Berkenhead docks near 
L iverpool we had an example of 
th is : The longshoremen s truck fo r 
h igher overtim e pay. The S ta lin ­
ists called upon the workers to 
re tu rn  to w o rk  as the firs t step 
in fig h tin g  fo r  th e ir  demands! 
The S ta lin is ts  were com plete ly ex­
posed as bosses’ agents. A fte r  a ll 
the workers had s truck  as a last 
resort. The Appeal on the other 
hand was very w e ll received and 
sold lik e  hotcakes.

A nother example: In  m y pre­
vious a rtic le  I  m entioned a s tr ik e  
a t the im p o rtan t Royal Ordnance 
factories in  the m idlands, in  N o t­
tingham . against tfip  com pulsory 
trans fe r of labor to priva te  indu ­
stry. The Government, w h ich 
runs and operates these Royal 
Ordnance factories, wanted to 
s h ift  sk illed  engineers to p riva te  
plants, hundreds o f m iles away 
from  th e ir  homes, where the con­
d itions  of w o rk  and wages were 
fa r worse than conditions a t the 
R.O.F. factories. The workers 
rose in  uproar against th is  a t­
tack by the government. They 
prepared ' to s trike . The C.P. is­
sued a statem ent in  the fac to ry  
ask ing "Does the transference of 
labour in, a people’s war ju s tify  
s tr ik e  action” ?

As one shop steward pu t i t  
a fte r th is  leafle t was issued: 
“ The resu lt of the lea fle t has 
been to a lm ost com plete ly des­
tro y  the C.P. in  the factory. 
I t  is  com m only assumed by the 
o rd in a ry  workers here th a t the 
C.P. has com pletely sold out and 
th a t these leafle ts were paid fo r 
by the management! I  have not 
seen such a fa ll in  stock (o f the 
C.P.) since the collapse of W a ll 
S treet.”

On the o ther hand, we should

note th a t the stock o f the T ro t­
sky is ts  in  the East M id lands has 
risen trem endously as a resu lt of 
th e ir  honest, class approach on the 
question of compulsory trans fe r of 
labor.

WORKERS’ CONTROL 
OF PRODUCTION

B u t the W IL  has an even more 
potent weapon than its  in s tinc tive  
class support of the recent s tr ik e  
struggles. The W IL  has the class 
program  tha t fits  the moods, asp ir­
ations and d a ily  experiences of 
the B r it is h  w o rk in g  people. And 
i t  is th is  t im e ly  program, above 
a ll else, th a t is responsible fo r  the 
g row ing  support o f the W IL  
among w ide r layers o f the organ­
ized workers.

W hat is th is  program ? I t  is  
“ the T rans ition a l Program  of the 

F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l.

To end chaos and mismanage­
ment in  indus try , says the W IL , 
we m ust have W orkers’ Control 
o f P roduction. The governm ent 
m ust take in d u s try  ou t o f the 
hands of the c a p ita lis t mis-man- 
agers and operate it  under con­
tro l of the workers.

Everywhere th is  slogan is meet­
ing  w ith  favoi-able response. One 
factory in  the M id lands employ­
ing  thousands has already passed 
a m otion fo r  W orkers ’ Contro l of 
Production. A t the recent na­
tiona l conference of the. Indepen­
den t'Labo r P a rty  many delegates, 
de fin ite ly  under the in fluence of 
the ideas of Socialist Appeal sup­
ported tiie  slogan of “ W orkers’ 
Contro l o f P roduction.”  Many 
other I.L .P . branches have passed 
resolutions supporting  th is  slogan.

Present day experiences o f the 
workers have made them even 
more responsive to the T ro tsky is t 
answer to production  chaos. T lie 
Jo in t P roduction Committees of 
management and labor have 
proven to be. reactionary in s t itu ­
tions th a t g ive labor a voice but 
no power in  production. These 
committees leave the cap ita lis ts  in  
con tro l of in d u s try  and haven’t 
settled any of the problems of 
production.

How could they, says the W IL , 
when they refuse to take up the 
ju s t grievances of the workers 
w ith  regard to th e ir  reg im enta tion  
under the Essential W orks Order? 
How can they settle an y th in g  says 
the W IL , when they refuse to 
open up the books o f industry?

TH E  W IL  IN  ACTION
I  would now lik e  to g ive our 

readers a p ic tu re  of the way the 
W IL  partic ipates in  s tr ik e  s itua ­
tions where none of th e ir  mem­
bers are involved.

You don’t  learn  of the location 
o f s trikes  in  B r ita in  th rough the 
cap ita lis t press. V ery often  you

don’t  even hear a rum o r th a t a 
s tr ik e  is in  existence th rough  the 
press. Only when the s tr ik e  takes 
on proportions and has found its  
way to the ears of the na tion ’s 
workers by word o f m outh does 
the ca p ita lis t press speak o f it .  
And o f course^ in  A  continuous 
s tr ik e  wave as d u rin g  these past 
months, the press is forced to 
speak of s trikes going on w ith o u t 
m ention ing the place.

Our comrades of the W IL  jum p 
in to  a s tr ik e  s itua tion  as soon as 
they hear of it .  Tney’ve got hosts 
of contacts among the workers 
who le t them  know i f  som ething 
breaks in  th e ir  d is tr ic t. T fien a 
com m ittee is assigned, e ithe r from  
London, L iverpool, Scotland or 
o ther centers, to go down w ith  
S O CIALIST APPEALS and other 
lite ra tu re  to cover the s trike . 
These comrades also act as re­
porters fo r  the A P P E A L and in  
alm ost a ll eases are very w e ll re­
ceived by the local m il ita n t  lead­
ersh ip and by the w orkers who 
are eager to make th e ir  case 
known to the w o rk in g  class and 
find some avenue o f pub lic ity .

In  two s trikes m entioned p re v i­
ously, in  Betteshanger and Black- 
ha ll, ou r comrades worked th is  
way and came away w ith  b ig  pres­
tige  and a perm anent foothold for, 
fu tu re  a c tiv ity . In  the s tr ik e  of 
D urham  m iners at the Scottis li- 
Eng lish border they worked sim ­
ila r ly . Here the s tr ik e  was called 
to protest the fo rc ib le  sending of 
two young lads in to  the mines. 
Our comrades w ro te th is  s tr ik e  
up. sold lo ts o f AP P E A LS  and 
gained respect and support from  
the workers.

Chinese Stalinists Advise 
Repeating 1927 Betrayal

Fifteen years after the bloody 
massacre o f Chinese com­
munist .workers and peasants 
by Chiang Kai-shek, in April 
1927, the Central Committee 

of the Chinese Stalinist Party, 
in  a statem ent issued Ju ly  20 to 
commemorate five years of the 
Sino-Japanese war, ca lis upon the 
Chinese people to g ive unqualified 
support to Chiang Kai-shek, and 
to w o rk  fo r “ a people's govern­
m ent led by a dem ocratic coali­
tion  of cap ita lis ts, workers and 
farm ers.”

The S ta lin is ts  demand th a t 
Chiang be supported “ not on ly as 
the leader of the w ar o f resistance 
but also of the reconstruction of 
post-war China.”
“ I t  m ust be a dem ocratic sta te ,”  

the sta tem ent said, speaking o f 
the post-w ar regim e, “ ne ither 
d ic ta to r ia l, sem ifeudal, no r soviet 
nor socia lis t.”

W hat Is T h is  
New State?

The S ta lin is ts  pose the post 
war problem as one which 
demands a “ new and higher form  
of dem ocratic state.”  W lia t is th is  
"new ”  state? Accord ing to the 
S ta lin is ts  i t  w i l l  be a state 
“ ne ither socia lis t no r cap ita lis t. 
Nor w i l l  i t  be a state dom inated 
by a com bination o f feudal land- 
owners and fore ign im p e ria lis t in ­
terests.”  I t  w i l l  be a state, in  
other words, the lik e  o f w h ich  the 
world has never seen.

T h is  “ new”  state is m erely an 
old lie  dressed in  new words. Sp 
long as the land lords and cap ita l­
is ts have no t been expropriated, 
the Chinese people w il l  be op­
pressed and explo ited. A  "co a li­
t io n ”  of the classes in  China, 
means in  ac tua lity , the suppres­
sion o f the oppressed to the. ad­
vantage o f the ru l in g  classes.

T h is  is a repe tition  of the 
po licy th a t led to the betrayal of 
the Chinese revo lu tion  of 1925-27. 
I t  is a re p it it io n  o f the class- 
co llabora tion th a t led to the 
"popu la r fro n t”  betrayai of the 
French and Spanish workingclass 
by S ta lin ism .

W ith  th is  theory of the “ New 
State”  the S ta lin  bureaucracy lias 
in  re a lity  announced in  advance 
that, i t  w i l l  support the butcher 
Chiang Kai-shek in  h is attem pts 
to s u p p r e s s  the oppressed 
masses o f China should they 
attem pt to f ig h t fo r a Soviet 
China, e ithe r du rin g  o r a fte r the 
war.

T h is  pronouncem ent of the 
Chinese agents o f the C om intern 
Is on ly the la test add ition  to the 
annals of S talin ist, crim es against 
the Chinese revo lu tion.

T he  “ B lo c ”  
o f F o u r Classes

In  the years 1925-27, du rin g  the 
period o f the revo lu tiona ry  up­
surge of the Chinese workers and 
peasants, the S ta lin -B ukharin  
leadership o f the C om intern im ­
posed upon the Chinese Com­
munist. P a rty  the po licy  of a “ bloc 
of fo u r classes”  by w h ich  the
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w o rk in g  class pa rty  was subor­
dinated to the bourgeois-dominat­
ed Kuo M in  Tang, and the leader­
ship o f the revo lu tiona ry  struggle 
placed in  the hands of Chiang 
Kai-shek, agent of the landlords, 
na tive cap ita lis ts  and certa in im ­
pe ria lis t in terests in  China.

The workers were to ld  to post­
pone the class strugg le ; the 
peasants were forbidden to seize 
the land ; the Com m unist P arty  
placed its  tru s t no t in  the Chinese 
p ro le ta ria t, bu t in  the native 
capitalists, no t in  the tens of m il­
lions of peasants, but in  the land­
lords. ,

I t  was th is  fa ta l policy, being 
repeated today, w h ich brought 
about the te rrib le  defeat in  A p r i l 
1927, when Chiang Kai-shek 
staged his coup d'etat, massacred 
tens o f thousands of com m unist 
m ilita n ts , outlawed the Com­
m un is t Party , and turned back 
the tide  of revo lu tion .

The resu lt of th is  blow was to 
set back the w orld  p ro le ta ria t,' 
weaken the position of the Soviet 
Union, pro long the oppression of 
the Chinese masses by na tive  and 
foreign exploiters, and make i t  
possible fo r  the Japanese im ­
peria lis ts  to invade and subjugate 
large sections of the country.

From. O p p o rtu n is m  
to  A d ve n tu rism

The S ta lin -B u k lia riu  leadership, 
which had led the workers to th is  
defeat, d id  not learn  from  the 
te rrib le  errors. In  August, 1927, 
when the masses were already in  
fu l l  re trea t, the S ta lin is ts  called 
fo r insurrections in  China, and 
plunged the rem a in ing  com m unist 
workers in to  abortive struggles 
doomed in  advance to defeat. The 
Communist movement was crush­
ed. The Chinese Com m unist P arty  
reported tha t w h ile  in  1927 be­
fore the massacre by Chiang Kai- 
shek, the C.P. had 60,000 im  
du s tria l workers in  its  ranks. On 
November 8. 1928, the Central 
Committee o f the Chinese C. P. 
stated, “ The P a rty  does no t have 
a single healthy pa rty  nucleus 
among the in d u s tr ia l w orkers.”  

T ro tsky, in  opposition to the 
S ta lin is t leadership of the Comin­
tern, had demanded in  1927 tha t 
the Com m unist P a rty  resign from  
the Kuo M in  Tang and “ figh t fo r 
the fo rm a tion  of Soviets.”  The 
S ta lin is ts  rep lied: “ We m ust ca rry  
on a m in im um  of class strugg le .”  

The S ta lin  leadership by its  
b lanket support of Chiang Kai- 
shek and the Kuo M in  Tang 
vio lated the elem entary princip les 
o f M arxism , and the lessons of 
the Russian Revolution. Len in  
had re ite ra ted tim e and again 
tha t there can be no u n ity  be­
tween exp lo iters and exploited, 
tha t the w o rk in g  class movement 
m ust m a in ta in  its  independence, 
So fa r d id  S ta lin ism  re trea t from  
th is  class-position, th a t in  1926 
the Chinese Com m unist P arty  
members en tering  the Kuo M in  
Tang were forced to sign a pledge 
not to c r it ic iz e  Chiang Kai-shek.

The adven tu ris tic  po licy  of the 
Com intern fo llo w in g  the A p r i l 
massacre solved no th in g  fo r  the

Chinese masses. The Communist 
movement was reduced to “ peasant 
soviets”  fig h tin g  sporadic wars in 
the in te r io r. The 13th Plenum of 
the C om intern in  1933, d u rin g  the 
adven tu ris tic  “ T h ird  Period”  of 
S ta lin ism , proclaimed, “ The over­
th row  of the Kuo M in  Tang 
regime is a cond ition  of the suc­
cessful prosecution o f the na­
tiona l-revo lu tiona ry  w ar against 
the Japanese and other im ­
pe ria lis ts .”

P o lic y  Changed  
O nce A ga in

F rom  th is  i t  V a y  have been 
m is taken ly concluded th a t the 
S ta lin  regime had at las t learned 
the h itte r  lessons of the Chinese 
events. B u t less than tw o je a -s  
la te r, a t the Seventh W orld  Con­
gress o f the Com intern in  August 
1935 a new change in  lin e  was 
in itia te d , and the Chinese S ta lin is t 
leaders made speeches appealing 
to  “ a ll pa rties and a ll prom inent 
p o lit ic a l and social leaders to o r­
ganize an all-Chinese U nited 
Anti-Japanese N a tiona l defense 
arm y, and an a ll Chinese United 
People’s Government of N ational 
Defense.”

Today the Chinese S ta lin is ts , 
under orders from  the K rem lin , 
are once again the lackeys o f the 
betrayer and butcher of the C h i­
nese R evolution, Chiang Kai-shek. 
They once again call fo r  a bloc 
between the workers, peasants, 
sm all m erchants and cap ita lis ts  
o f C h ina; and more than  that, 
they openly denounce e ffo rts  to 
establish a Soviet China, and hold 
up as the so lu tion  of China’s 
problems, the dem ocratic “ people’s 
governm ent of a ll classes.”

The S ta lin is t leadership in  
China, as th roughout the world, 
is on ly  p repa ring  a new betrayal 
of the oppressed m illio ns . The 
masses of China can be inspired 
to crush the Japanese im peria lis ts  
and m a in ta in  th e ir  na tiona l 
existence on ly  by a program  tha t 
a t the same tim e  o ffe rs a so lu tion 
to th e ir  pressing problems on the 
land and in  the factory.

The S trugg le  
A ga inst Japau

Chiang Kai-shek dares not arm  
the masses of China fo r fear they 
w i l l  seize the land and the factories 
and erect a Soviet system. In  the 
na tiona l w ar against Japan, as 
w e ll as in  the post-war period, 
the Chinese w orkers m ust place 
no tru s t in  Chiang Kai-shek, the 
landlords and cap ita lis ts  of China.

The counter-revo lu tionary po l­
icy  o f S ta lin ism , w h ich  flie s  in  
the face of M arxism , can solve 
no th ing  fo r the Chinese people. 
O nly the independent s trugg le of 
the Chinese workers, supported 
by the peasantry, can b rin g  about 
a s trong and pow erfu l China, 
able to oust the  Japanese in ­
vaders, and libera te  the masses 
from  a ll oppression by the b u ild ­
ing  o f a Soviet China.

The Chinese section o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l hap dedi­
cated Itse lf to th is  task.

Do The German Masses 
Support Hitler?

By M. MORRISON!

The experiences of a few sym- and w o rk  by v ir tu e  o f the te rr if ic  
pathizers have led them  to doubt pressure of the State. We know 
the proposition th a t we have th a t the governm ent o f the 
been constantly  em phasizing to U n ited States could not raise any 
the effect th a t a workers’ govern- k in d  of an a rm y on a vo lun ta ry
m ent in  th is  country o r in  
England could and would tu rn  
the German masses against H i t ­
le r and thus assure his defeat.

These sym pathizers h a v e

basis. The same is true  of Ger­
many. Masses o f people do not 
res is t the pressure of the capi­
ta lis t  state unless conditions be­
come absolutely unbearable or i f

e ithe r ta lked w ith  some Nazi there exists a pow erfu l organiza- 
prisoners of w a r o r have heard 
people who have conversed w ith  
them  and on the basis of these 
conversations have concluded 
th a t no propaganda can possibly 
a ffe c t the German masses, th a t 
on ly  a m il ita ry  defeat w i l l  crush 
them. A  le tte r  to the M IL IT A N T  
published some tim e  ago ex­
pressed th is  sentim ent.

T lie  po in t involved Is a ve ry  
im p o rta n t one and i t  is w o rth  
w h ile  discussing i t  thoroughly.
I f  we cannot convince m il ita n t  
w orkers who support the demo­
c ra tic  im p e ria lis ts  because of 
th e ir  fear of H it le r  tha t a w o rk ­
ers’ governm ent w i l l  be able by 
propaganda to rouse the German 
masses, one of our most power­
fu l argum ents fo r  such a gov­
ernm ent is lost.

W H O  SUPPORTS H IT L E R ?
I t  is f irs t necessary to answer 

the  question: Do the German 
masses support H itle r?  We can 
take i t  fo r  granted tha t the vast 
m a jo r ity  of the 13 m illio n  people 
who cast th e ir  votes fo r  the 
Socia list and Com m unist parties 
in  1932 do not now, a fte r 10 
years of experience w ith  the H i t ­
le r  regime, support th a t regime.

i t  is  inconceivable th a t the 
masses o f w orkers whose hours 
have been lengthened, who have 
been compelled to w o rk  a t a 
much speedier tempo, whose o r­
ganizations have been destroyed, 
whose leaders have been k illed  
o r placed in  a concentration 
camp, and who have been su ffe r­
in g  un to ld  p riva tio ns  as a resu lt 
of the w ar support a regim e tha t 
is responsible fo r  a ll th is.

I t  is  also safe to assume tha t 
by th is  tim e a great, m any o f the 
w orkers and m iddle-class people 
who were deceived by H it le r ’s 
social demagogy have lost th e ir  
illus ions. Undoubtedly a large 
p ropo rtion  of the youth raised 
under the H it le r  regim e have 
been com pletely in fected w ith  
Nazi ideas and are ready to die 
fo r th a t regime. The power o f a 
to ta lita r ia n  state to inculcate 
ideas in the you th  is v e ry  g rea t, 
especially when these ideas are
connected w ith  the p o ss ib ility  of „  , ,  ,,„ . . ,, ’ ,e rs  would then w an t h is defeat,fo re ign  conquest a ffo rd in g  the Q . . .  .

t io n  to g ive them  leadership. The 
German masses were le ft com­
p le te ly  leaderless and helpless 
when the Social Dem ocratic and 
Com m unist parties cap itu la ted 
a t the tim e H it le r  assumed 
power. Under these c ircum ­
stances the s itua tion  m ust be­
come desperate before the masses 
are set in to  m otion.

German v ic tories  cannot be ex­
plained by any alleged en­
thusiasm  fo r the w ar on the part 
of the German masses. There 
is no such enthusiasm. Gc»rman 
in d u s tr ia l power; and in d u s tr ia l 
m ob iliza tion  made necessary by 
the desperate s itu a tio n  of Ger­
man cap ita lism ; a carefu l pre­
pa ra tion  fo r w ar ever since H i t ­
le r  took con tro l; the necessity, 
because o f the re s tr ic tio n  of the 
Versa illes trea ty, to make use of 
new weapons: p lus the com­
placency of the w ea lthy demo­
c ra tic  im p e ria lis t countries— 
these are the m ain factors 
responsible fo r  the German vic­
tories.

TH E  FEAR OF D EFEAT
I t  is o f course true  th a t the 

German masses pre fe r the v ic ­
to ry  o f H it le r  ra th e r than tlie  
v ic to ry  o f the democratic im ­
peria lis ts . They know  the fate 
th a t aw aits them as a resu lt of 
a H it le r  defeat by E ng lish  and 
Am erican im peria lism . I t  is th is  
a ttitu d e  of the German masses 
th a t rules out a re v o lt against 

'H it le r  so long as they have suf­
fic ien t to eat and so long as the 
German arm ies are not defeated 
on the field o f battle. Only the 
most class-conscious and fa r­
sighted German w orkers want 
H it le r  defeated by the E ng lish  
and A m erican im p e ria lis ts  be­
cause such a defeat would un­
doubtedly b r in g  a w orkers ’ re­
vo lu tion  in  Germany.

I t  is th is  fea r of the v ic to ry  
of the dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts  
on the p a rt o f the German w o rk­
ers th a t makes us confident, tha t 
a rea l w orkers ’ governm ent in  
England o r in  the United States 
would make H it le r ’s position fa r 
more d iff ic u lt  because the w o rk -

op po rtu n ity  o f p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
the spoils o f v ic to ry . Though 
c o n s titu tin g  a sm all p roportion 
of the German popu lation the 
fana tica l Nazi you th  p lay an Im ­
p o rta n t role.

W H A T EXPLAINS  
T H E  VICTORIES

B u t If, as wc believe, the vast 
m a jo r ity  o f t lie  German w orkers 
do no t support H it le r  w hat ex­
pla ins the v ic to ries  of the Ger­
man arm y?

I t  m ust in  the f irs t place be 
taken in to  consideration th a t the 
workers who were opposed to 
H it le r  in  1932 are now ten years 
older and m ost o f them  are now 
too old to be in  the arm y. They 
are w o rk in g  in  the factories 
ra th e r than fig h tin g  at the fro n t. 
One is fa r  m ore lik e ly  to meet 
a fana tica l young Nazi in  the 
a rm y than in  the factory.

I t  is a m istake to a ttr ib u te  the 
a ttitu d e  of a young Nazi p risoner 
to the German masses o r even 
to a ll o f (he German soldiers. I t

We need no t assume th a t im ­
m edia te ly upon ta k in g  o f power 
by the w orkers in  England or 
the U n ited States the  Gorman 
masses w i l l  revo lt. T h a t may not 
fo llow  even i f  leaflets reach 
every German so ld ier and 
w orker. W hat we are confident 
of is tha t a sustained and con­
s is ten t revo lu tiona ry  p r o p a ­
ganda. w ill,  in  the course o f a 
com para tive ly  sho rt period make 
the German masses conscious of 
the fact th a t a defeat o f H it le r  
is the best possible so lu tion fo r 
them. The more class-conscious 
workers w i l l  innnedately begin 
to sabotage and the masses w i l l  
rise at. the very f irs t op po rtu n ity  
and no t w a it u n t il a complete 
m il ita ry  defeat of the German 
arm ies o r u n t il made desperate 
by lack of food.

Whereas the propaganda of the 
dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts  can have 
no effect whatever, the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  propaganda of a w o rk ­
ers’ governm ent can have enorm ­
ous effect. A  change in  the at-

so happens tha t the Nazi prison- t itu d e  o f the German masses so
ers w ith  whom  our sym pathizers 
have had some experience were 
captured in  N o rthe rn  A fr ic a  and 
from  submarines. They came 
from  the sections o f the armed 
forces where fana tica l young 
Nazis are most lik e ly  to be 
found.

B y and large the masses figh t

tha t, instead o f p ro fe ring  H i t ­
le r ’s v ic to ry , they would w ant 
h is  defeat, w ou ld  undoubtedly 
become the decisive fac to r in  the 
w ar against H itle r . Such a 
change cannot take ' place w ith ­
ou t a change from  a cap ita lis t to 
a socia list governm ent in  Eng­
land o r the U n ited  States.

TROTSKY MEMORIAL 
MEETING

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, at 8:30 P. M. 
I R V I N G  P L A Z A
15 th  ST. and IR V IN G  P LA C E

M a in  S peaker:

A L B E R T  G O L D M A N
D efendant and Defense A tto rney  

in the M inneapo lis  T ria ls
Com m em orating the Second A nn ive r­
sary o f the Death o f the Great Revolu­
tion a ry  Leader a t the hands o f S ta lin 's

GPU.

British Trotskyists Active in Strikes; Advance M ilitary  Proyram
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1 . M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w o rke rs , fin an ce d  

b y  th e  g o ve rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f th e  tra d e  u n io n s . S pecia l o ffic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, fin an ce d  b y  th e  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by th e  tra d e  
u n io n s , to  tra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  th e  a rm y .

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  N egroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rce s  and th e  w a r in d u s trie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C o n fisca tio n  o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia tio n  o f a ll w a r in d u s trie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f wages to  m eet th e  
r is in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards aga inst v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  In d e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
th e  T ra d e  U n io ns .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a r p ie r s’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

Indian Struggle 
Nears Showdown

On Friday, August 7 the Executive Committee 
of the A ll-Ind ia  Congress Party w ill meet in Bom­
bay in order to act on the resolution adopted on 
Ju ly 14 by the party’s Working Cbrnmittee. This 
resolution demands that "B ritish rule in India 
must end immediately" and it  proposes to achieve 
the country’s independence through another cam­
paign o f “ civil disobedience.”

The passage of this resolution by the fu ll parly 
committee might well lead to an immediate show­
down in India. The struggle once begun w ill not 
and cannot be restrained within the framework 
of non-violence. Gandhi, the pacifist, has already 
publicly announced that the proposed campaign 
would not be called o ff this time i f  it leads, as it  
inevitably must, to violent clashes. London, for 
its part, has promised in advance to crush in blood 
any and all manifestations of struggle for Indian 
independence.

The American capitalist press has lined up siJ- 
id ly  behind the British imperialists. A ll pretence 
o f sympathy for India’s struggle for independence, 
so piously professed in the past, has beer, dropped. 
Everything is being done to prepare public opin­
ion in the United States for another bloody chap­
ter in B rita in ’s repression of the struggle o f the 
Indian masses. The American liberals have nat­
ura lly joined in the chorus, with PM  and its Mr. 
Herbert Agar heading the pack. They are all 
agreed that to struggle for India's independence 
today is in reality to aid the Axis, above all Japan.

The threats of the British imperialists and the 
campaign in the American press are of course also 
designed to cow the Indian bourgeoisie and force 
the Congress Party to withdraw its proposed cam­
paign.

Gandhi, Nehru and the other leaders of the In­
dian bourgeoisie have not changed their nature. 
They still prefer compromise to struggle. A fter the 
rejection of Cripps’ proposals last April, the A ll- 
India Congress Party stalled around until July. 
There has been almost a month’s delay since the 
projection of the "c iv il disobedience’’ campaign. 
A ll this was doubtlessly done in the hope that 
the British would agree to compromise. But Lon­
don has refused. Meanwhile, the Indian masses 
are growing more and more restive.

In the grave crisis of British imperialism, the 
Indian masses sense and see an unprecedented op­
portunity to gain their freedom. They want to 
seize this opportunity in order to realize their as­
pirations and dreams of the past two centuries.

The Anniversary of 
A  Great Betrayal

Twenty eight years ago, on August 4, 1914, the 
world working class received a staggering blow. 
The German Social-Democratic Party, the largest 
and most authoritative party of the Second In­
ternational, sold out the struggle for socialism in 
the name of the “ defense of the fatherland.”  On 
that day Hugo Haase arose in the Reichstag to 
cast the votes o f the social democratic deputies 
!fo r the war credits demanded by the Kaiser’s gov­
ernment.

The socialist parties of France, England, Rus­

sia, Belgium, etc., likewise revealed that they had 
long ceased to be parties of the socialist revolu­
tion. They all capitulated to their respective im­
perialist governments and supported the imperial­
ist war which they had denounced up to the very 
outbreak of the hostilities. The war brought to 
the surface the corruption and disintegration of 
the Second International.

The cause o f socialism appeared to be hopeless­
ly  discredited; the struggle for socialism seemed 
to be postponed to an indefinite future. A hand­
ful of internationalists alone refused to betray the 
banner of internationalism and the program of 
socialist reconstruction of society; Lenin and T ro t­
sky in Russia, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxem­
burg in Germany, Eugene Debs in the United 
States called for the continuation of the struggle. 
This heroic handful was completely isolated in 
the first years of the war. Lenin was scoffed and 
jeered at as a lunatic. But Lenin and the handful 
of internationalists remained firm . They based 
themselves on the scientific and revolutionary doc­
trines of Marxism.

The war crisis of world imperialism had been 
foretold long in advance. W ith the outbreak of the 
world war, the world bourgeoisie was plugged 
into the gravest crisis of its existence. The task 
for socialists was to prevent this criminal ruling 
class and its decayed system from emerging from 
this crisis. Should capitalism succeed, in saving 
itself, other world conflagrations would of neces­
sity follow. On the other hand, if  the revolutionary 
workers utilized this war-crisis to rid their coun­
try  of imperialist rule, then the socialist road was 
wide open to them.

The correctness of the position of Lenin and 
his followers was demonstrated in action by the 
victory of the proletarian revolution in Czarist 
Russia in October, 1917. The Russian workers 
undefi the E\olshevik party led by Lenin and 
Trotsky proved once and for all that the only 
realistic program for the masses is to continue the 
struggle for socialism precisely in the time of war. 
It was the continuation of this struggle that in 
reality terminated the first imperialist world war. 
It was the continuation of this struggle that guar­
anteed victory in the civil war of 1918-1920 in 
Russia. It was this struggle that pointed the road 
to the future.

But the Russian revolution remained isolated 
within the borders of the former Czarist empire. 
The capitalist rulers of the advanced countries 
succeeded in emerging from the post-war 'crisis 
thanks to the continued treachery of the parties 
of the Second International. A fter Lenin’s death, 
the Stalinist bureaucracy succeeded in usurping 
power in the Soviet Union and in the Communist 
International. Under Stalin, the Communist In­
ternational suffered a degeneratiori which turned 
this great revolutionary organization into a body 
hardly to be differentiated in terms of policy from 
the traitors of the Second International.

In August 1942, the third- year of the second 
imperialist war, the p itifu l remnants of the once 
powerful parties o f the Second and,Third Inter­
nationals are repeating the treachery of their pre­
decessors in the firs t world war. Once again, tra i­
tors to the working class are trying to dupe the 
masses into forsaking the struggle for socialism 
in the name of the "defense o f the fatherland.” 
Once again the cause of socialism appears to be 
hopelessly discredited and the struggle for social­
ism seems to be postponed to an indefinite future. 
But these are only the appearances.

T he social-patriots in 1914 could pretend that 
capitalism had still something to offer in the way 
of progress for society. Behind them were the 
years of capitalist boom that preceded the out­
break of the war o f 1914-1918. The social patriots 
of 1942 have behind them the record of imperial­
ist decay since 1918 and especially ten years of 
catastrophic economic convulsions since 1929. The 
decay of imperialism is not a theory but a terrible 
reality suffered by the masses on their own backs.

The social patriots of 1914 caught the masses 
unaware. Today finds the parties of the Second 
and Th ird  Internationals discredited in the eyes 
of the masses in every country o f the world. It 
is far easier for the masses of the world to find 
the socialist road today than was the case in 1914- 
1918.

The only realistic program for the masses today 
remains the program of Lenin: CONTINUE TH E  
STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM!

BOOK REVIEW
R U S S IA ’S EC O N O M IC  FR O N T. By A . Yugow .

H a rpe r &  B rothers.

Here is a use fu l book fo r  s ta tis tic a l and o ther in ­
fo rm a tio n  re levan t to  the economic developm ent o f 
the Soviet U n ion up to  1940. The au tho r appears 
to be a le ft-w in g  M enshevik and his sym pathies are 
obviously w ith  the r ig h t-w in g  Bolshevik opponents 
o f S ta lin .

A t  a tim e  when publishers refuse to accept m anu­
scrip ts  th a t are hostile  to  S ta lin  i t  is  qu ite  in te re s t­
in g  to  note th a t  the  book is n o t a t a l l p ro -S ta lin . 
The a n ti-S ta lin ism  in  the book is, however, buried 
deep enough so th a t i t  is  n o t too obvious and the pub­
lisher, we presume, hoped th a t the  S tate D epartm ent 
w i l l  n o t in te rfe re . Ox-, be tte r, the m anuscrip t was 
undoubtedly okayed by  th a t  D epartm ent.

In  so fa r  as the au tho r critic izes  S ta lin ’s po lic ies 
co rre c tly  the  c r it ic is m  coincides w ith  th a t  o f the 
T ro tsky is ts . The au tho r manages however, in  a book 
dealing w ith  the  economic developm ent o f the  Soviet 
Union to  o m it e n tire ly  the controversies between T ro t­
sky  and the ru l in g  bureaucracy o f the  Soviet U n ion .

The advantages o f Soviet economy are recognized 
and fa ir ly  presented and the ru inous consequences o f 
the S ta lin is t po lic ies are made clear. I t  is  a good 
book to  place beside T ro ts k y ’s R evo lu tion  Betrayed 
fo r  the  purpose o f g e ttin g  la te r  figu res on Soviet 
economy. F o r a M a rx is t analysis and exp lanation o f 
th a t economy The R evolu tion Betrayed rem ains t ile  
classic fo r  a ll students.

C H E N  T U - H S I U

Chen Tu-lis iu, one o f the fou nd-" 
ers o f the Chinese F ou rth  In te r ­
na tion a lis t movement and before 
th a t a founder o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  of China died on May 24 
o f th is  year. A t  the tim e  of his 
death he was 62 years old.

A lthough not w ide ly  known 
abroad, w ith in  China Chen was 
an outstanding figure, f irs t as a 
revo lu tion is t, and secondly, fo r 
his con tribu tions to the cu ltu ra l 
progress o f China.

The son of a well-to-do Man­
da rin  fam ily , early in  life  he be­
came aroused to great social in ­
justices, the oppression, ignorance, 
disease and poverty prevalent in  
China. He firs t though t tha t i f  he 
could b r in g  knowledge to the 
masses these conditions woultl be 
eradicated.

B u t Chen qu ick ly  saw th a t a l­
though he had removed one 
b a rr ie r to education o f China’s 
w orkers and peasants by s im ply- 
fy in g  the language, another one. 
fa r  m ore fo rm idab le , rem ained: 
poverty.

NO C U L T U R E  
W IT H O U T  R IC E

How could a Chinese w o rke r or 
peasant hope to be able to pay 
fo r  the education of th e ir  ch ild ren  
when often they did not have 
enough rice  to eat. Chen, whose 
m a jo r in te rest was cu ltu re , qu ick ­
ly  saw th a t i f  h is ideal o f the 
c u ltu ra l advancement of the Chi­
nese masses was to he realized, i t  
would be necessary to come to 
grips  w ith  the economic problem 
o f the Chinese masses. Thus Chen 
was led to the socia list movement.

Insp ired by the Bolshevik revo lu­
tio n  lie aided in  the fo rm ation  of 
the Com m unist P a rty  of China in  
1921.

T H E  M ASSES M O V E
T h iee  years la te r the Chinese 

revo lu tion  began. The Chinese 
masses moved against im p e ria l­
ism, feudalism  and the na tive  
cap ita lis t class. V ic to ry  w a s  
w ith in  t l ie ir  grasp. B u t S ta lin ’s 
leadership led the Chinese masses 
to place th e ir  fa ith  in  the Chinese 
cap ita lis t class against the in ­
s tin c t and better judgm ent of the 
revo lu tiona ry  workers. A t  the 
cruc ia l moment, the Chinese 
cap ita lis t class tu rned upon the 
workers and peasants and to ­
gether w ith  the im peria lis ts  
began a re ign  o f te rro r  against 
the m il ita n t  workers and preas- 
ants. The revo lu tion  was crushed.

D u rin g  these events Chen was 
the leader o f the Communist 
P a rty  o f China and fa ith fu lly  
carried ou t .S ta lin ’s line. A fte r the 
defeat S ta lin  attem pted to piace 
d ll blame fo r the tragedy on the 
head of Chen. Chen resisted his 
being made the scapegoat and 
demanded tha t a rea l s tudy he 
made o f the  Chinese revo lu tion 
and its  lessons. F o r th is  he was 
expelled from  the S tabilized Com­
m un ist P arty  o f China.

JO IN S  TR O TS K Y IS TS
He h im se lf then came in to  con­

tact w ith  the L e ft Opposition 
under the leadership of Leon 
T ro tsky. The T ro tsky is ts  had con­
s tan tly  opposed S ta lin ’s policy, 
w ith in  the Com m unist In te rn a ­
tiona l. Chen adopted the ideas of 
T ro tsky  and jo ined one o f the 
L e ft Opposition groups. La te r a ll 
the L e ft Opposition groups un ited 
to fo rm  the Chinese section o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l. He par­
tic ipa ted in  the leadership.

F IV E  Y E A R S  IN  PRISO N
Chen spent five years in  prison 

fo r h is ideas. W hen on t r ia l he 
conducted h im se lf as a re vo lu tion ­
is t. He became the accuser ra the r 
than the accused. He exposed the 
C liiang Kai-shek regime o f cap ita l­
is t  te rro r. T h is  man they could 
ne ithe r break nor buy!

When fin a lly  libera ted from  
prison lie was broken in  health. 
He was not perm itted  to live  in  
any o f the large in d u s tr ia l cities 
because the C liiang Kai-shek 
regime feared his in fluence o il the 
Chinese workers. Therefore he 
was forced to reside in  a sm all 
v illage in  in te r io r  China.

In  the last years of h is life  
Chen developed serious differences 
w ith  the Chinese F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona lis ts . He advocated support 
o f the dem ocratic im peria lis ts  in  
the W orld  W ar I I .  No one else in  
the Chinese section o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l accepted h is  po in t 
of view. Chen lo ya lly  kept his d if ­
ferences w ith in  the  organization.

A  "CO-W ORKER’S T R IB U T E
Comrade L i Fu-jen. who worked 

w ith  Chen fo r  m any years, in  an 
a rtic le  in  the August num ber of 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l, says;

"D espite his. serious lim ita ­
tions, Chen Tu-hsiu displayed  
most, of the personal qualities  
of a great revo lu tion is t. H is  
single-m inded devotion to the 
cause of the oppressed could not- 
be questioned. He abandoned a 
com fortable and honored aca­
demic career fo r  the life  of. a 
revo lu tion is t and never looked 
backward. W ith  his comrades 
be shared a ll the v icissitudes of 
th a t life , in c lud in g  drab poverty

and the dangers of underground  
a c tiv ity . Never was he known  
to f lin c h  o r complain. H is  entire  
p o lit ic a l li fe  was one o f per­
sonal renuncia tion . . . Had he 
been yep a re d , lik e  many of the 
S ta lin is t cap itu la tors  in  the 
w orst period o f the K uom in tang  
te rro r to disown his revo lu ­
tio n a ry  views and bend the knee 
to the ru lin g  despot, lie could 
have had any th ing  w ith in  the 
despot's g ift .  He preferred  
prison— death, i f  need be— to 
such dishonor and he remained 
an exem plar of revo lu tiona ry  
conduct.

“ F o r his steadfastness Chen 
Tu-hsiu w i l l  always rem a in  an 
honored figure in  the ga lle ry  of 
revo lu tiona ry  figh ters.’’

We salute a fa lle n  comrade. We 
know  th a t our Chinese comrades 
w il l  close ranks; w i l l  ca rry  the 
m emory o f h is  idealism  and 
heroism as a banner on to v ic ­
to ry. The fu tu re  China o f the 
w orkers and peasants w ill realize 
Chen’s great dream of science and 
democracy, cu ltu re  and freedom 
fo r the masses in  a Chinese 
socia lis t republic, pa rt of the 
socia list confederation of the 

I w o rld !

U.S. Seamen Praise 
Sovie t  Workers

(.Continued fro m  page 1)

c iv i lia n  population was evacuated 
from  the c ity , and in  M urm ansk 
today there are on ly  men and 
women absolutely necessary to the 
conduct of the war. Longshoremen 
w ork in  sp lit-sh ifts  around the 
clock and th e ir  job is confined to 
tha t. There is a bu ild ing-and- 
repa ir brigade w h ich  seems to be 
on du ty  tw en ty-four hours a day 
and ha rd ly  is  a ra id  over than 
they are on the job fix in g  water- 
mains, telephone lines, docks, 
tracks and even rep a iring  bu ild ­
ings. Some bu ild ings even have 
scaffo ld ing on them and masons 
are a t w o rk  b u ild in g  up wa lls and 
p u ttin g  on roofs.

F IR E -F IG H T E R S  
H IN D E R  N A Z IS

The fire-fighters are busy a ll the 
tim e because of the large number 
of wooden bu ild ings and wooden 
docks. And when w ater m ains are 
destroyed so as to im p a ir th e ir  
w ork fire-boats are brought up to 
pump w a te r d ire c tly  out of the 
bay. A lthough  the num ber o f in ­
cendiary bombs have p ra c tica lly  
destroyed a ll wooden bu ild ings, the 
firemen in  every instance succeed­
ed in  keeping fires from  spread­
ing, so th a t i t  took the Germans 
more than a m onth  to accomplish 
a job th a t m ig h t have been done 
in  a day.

Add to the s tra in  o f constant 
bombing the acute food shortage 
in  M urm ansk and one has a fa ir  
p ic tu re  of w h a t seems to people 
in  th is  country almost in to le rab le 
conditions. B u t they are condi­
tions which have fa iled  to destroy 
the figh ting  s p ir it  o f the Russian 
people who have som ething to  
figh t for.

Men in  Am erican naval un ifo rm  
ashore in  M urm ansk were taken 
in to  com m un ity  kitchens where a 
la rge pa rt of the popu lation eats 
and were free ly  g iven a po rtion  of 
the meagre fare th a t was available.

C O N TR A S T IS  G R E A T
Contrast th is  cooperative s p ir it  

under the most t ry in g  o f war-tim e 
circumstances w it l i  the treatm ent 
accorded surv ivo rs  re tu rn in g  from  
the M urm ansk ru n  in  B r it is h  and 
Am erican te r r ito r ia l waters and 
on A m erican ships. Am erican 
transports  crossing the A tla n tic  
under heavy escort were a fa r  cry 
from  the inadequate escort service 
accorded ships ru n n in g  the A rc tic  
blockade. A lso d iffe re n t was the 
am ount of foodstuff carried by 
modern ships, th a t calls in to  po rt 
fo r provis ions on an average*of 
no t less than every ten days, from

No Ceiling On Boss Income

the meagre food supplies th a t 
tr ic k le  in to  M urm ansk.

The unlicensed m erchant sea­
men, being repatria ted, repo rt a 
fa r  d iffe re n t s to ry  o f th e ir  tre a t­
ment a t Am erican hands than tha t 
w h ich  they received in  the land of 
the Soviets. On an a rm y transport 
b rin g in g  nearly  three hundred of 
them  to th is  port, men who had 
been sh ip ’s officers were g iven the 
best o f trea tm ent in c lud in g  state­
rooms, shower-baths, service in  a 
first-class d in in g  room w h ich  in ­
cluded three meals a day and mess 
attendants.

CLASS D IS T IN C T IO N S
The unlicensed men found them ­

selves herded in to  troop quarters 
where they slept on s trips  of 
canvas and a lthough there was 
p len ty  o f space on the upper 
decks, th e ir  quarters were near 
the w ate r-line . P a rt o f the t r ip  
hack they were given on ly  two 
meals a day. They were served on 
t in  plates w h ich they carried  
through the ga lley to have filled 
and then filed in to  a mess-hall 
where they stood ea ting and a fte r 
fin ish in g  they took th e ir  mess- 
gear along to a garbage-can on one 
side of the h a ll and cleaned i t  o ff 
fo r  the stewards to wash.

M erchant seamen are accus­
tomed to hardsh ip and are never 
heard to com plain about food or 
l iv in g  accomodations where neces­
s ity  demands such trea tm ent as 
was accorded these survivors. 
However where there is no excuse 
fo r th is  trea tm en t and where such 
m arked d is tin c tio n  is made be­
tween licensed and unlicensed 
men, i t  was an a lm ost unanimous 
demand by a ll unlicensed men 
tha t the greedy companies fo r 
which they had risked th e ir  lives 
compensate them  in  cash in  the 
am ount of the difference between 
first-class transporta tion  given of­
ficers and the fo u rth  class 
transporta tion  meted out to these 
men by a rm y brass hats.

The fla g ra n t class d is tinc tion  
under Am erican ru le  was on ly  a 
sm all item  in  the m inds of these 
men compared to the u tte r lack of 
adequate convoy-escort d u rin g  the 
most dangerous and try in g  stretch 
o f th e ir  ru n  where they had been 
sunk and where, m any of th e ir  
comrades had drowned. M erchant 
seamen today have a r ig h t  to 
demand guarantees from  the Navy 
tha t they w il l  be adequately 
escorted through the German 
blockade and i f  the Navy cannot 
guarantee such escort then i t  is 
clear to a ll th a t the unions m ust 
demand a voice in  the p lann ing  
and operation of a ll convoy duty.

(Continued from  page 1) 
reports  a conversation w ith  E d­
ward Levinson, ed ito r o f the U n i­
ted A utom obile  W orker. Asked 
w hy his paper never runs stories 
about the salaries and bonuses 
paid to  autom obile executives, 
Levinson rep lied :

‘‘ I t  would ju s t provoke troub le . 
Someone would be sure to c lip  out 
the stories and paste them  up fo r 
everyone in  the p la n t to  read. 
People would ga the r around to 
discuss them, and you know how 
our boys feel. F ir s t  th in g  you 
know you’d have the damnedest 
uproar in  th a t p lan t. N o one 
would do any w o rk ; the y ’d a ll be 
too mad.”

The g re a t con trast between the 
m onopoly executives, l iv in g  in 
lu x u ry  on tremendous incomes 
on the one hand, and the w o rk ­
in g  people, fa c in g  ra tio n in g .

black m arke ts, increased ta xa tio n  
and w age-freezing on the  other, 
is too g la r in g  to  be hidden. De­
sp ite  the e ffo r ts  o f the Levinsons 
who are do ing the  bosses a g re a t 
service by  keeping v ita l in fo rm ­
ation fro m  the w orkers, the la t ­
te r  know  w h a t the rea l state o f 
a ffa irs  is and the y  are beg inn ing 
to  understand th a t i t  is neces­
sary  to  take steps to make a cor­
rection.

The workei's should demand 
th a t the la rge  corpora tions open 
th e ir  books to  inspection so th a t 
a ll can see ju s t  who is p ro fite e r­
in g  fro m  the w a r. A nd the y  
should fu r th e r  demand th a t the 
governm ent take  over a l l w a r in ­
dustries and operate them  under 
w o rke rs ’ con tro l. T h is  w i l l  e f­
fe c tiv e ly  p u t a  stop to  the  capi­
ta lis t  p lunderers whose pockets 
arc bu lg in g  w ith  w a r p ro fits .

T A B L E  O F S A L A R IE S
increase 

1941 over-1940

Tom  M. Girdlex-, Republic .........................$275,000 $99,000
B F  Fairless, U . S. Steel . . .  ; ....................  156,000 16,400
Paul M acka ll, Bethlehem  ..........................  197,317 17,874
Q uincy Bent, Bethlehem  .......................... 197,317 17,874
Robt. E. M acG rath , B e th le h e m .............  155,393 15,887
R. J. W ysor, Republic ............    146,000 46,000
N . J. C larke, R e p u b lic ................................  86,000 11,000
Enders M. Voorheos, U . S. S te e l...........  107,410 690
I rv in  S. Olds, U . S. S te e l..........................  107,320 26,076
L. N . Parsons, J  &  L  S te e l .................... 110,375 19,990

War Profiteering 
- A  Streamlined 

1942 Model
The c a p ita lis t class is .developing the  beggar’s 

whine.
On J u ly  28, 1942, The Conference Board issued a 

sta tem ent th a t cla im ed th a t p ro fits  and dividends 
were dec lin ing  as compai-ed to  a yea r ago, and i t  is  
“ lik e ly  th a t the p i-oportion o f income i-eceived in  d iv i­
dends w i l l  cbntinue downward fo r  some tim e .”  

H ig h  taxes and wages are blamed p rin c ip a lly  fo r  
the p lig h t  o f the cap ita lis ts .

A M ost C h a rita b le  M an
The sad s itu a tio n  o f the c a p ita lis t class has aroused 

the p ity  o f Senator W . F . George. A nd  since he is a 
m ost kindhearted man —  when i t  concerns the  cap i­
ta lis t  class —  and head o f the  Senate F inance Com­
m ittee , he is go ing to  do som eth ing about it .  He is 
proposing to  exem pt, in  p a rt, taxes on money spent 
by ce rta in  corpora tions in rep a y in g  debts and meet­
in g  o th e r f ix e d  ob liga tions.

(S enator George la s t week re fused to  m ake even 
the feeble gestux-e o f ta x in g  the “ specia l p riv ile g e s ”  
asked o f h is com m ittee by Secre tary o f th e  T reasu ry  
M orgenthau. A t  the same tim e  when questioned as 
to the possible adoption o f a genera l sales ta x , M r. 
George declared th a t  “ the sales ta x  and e ve ry th in g  
61se is open”  fo r  discussion and action  by  h is  com­
m ittee . The sales ta x  is a fo rm  o f  ta xa tio n  th a t  fa lls  
v ic ious ly  on the low er paid incomes.)

The occasion th a t caused Mi-. George’s sym pathy 
to w e ll up like  a fou n ta in  was the appearance o f a 
num ber o f so-called sm all business men before the 
com m ittee he chairs. A m ong them  was John W . 
Brooks, treasu re r o f Pass &  Seym our o f Syracuse. 
M r. B rooks te s tifie d  th a t h is  ne t p ro fit  fo r  the year 
was on ly  2.6 per cent a fte r  pa y in g  taxes.

2 .6 %  —  end. a F ree P la n t
Senator Connally rem arked : “ You are g e ttin g  a 

good p lan t ou t o f i t . ”
“ Yes,”  M r. Bx-ooks rep lied.
In  th is  l i t t le  scene we have sym bolized the  en tire  

status o f the Am erican c a p ita lis t class. They pose as 
m ai-tyrs, declaim about the “ sacrifices”  the y  make, 
shout about the appa ren tly  dec lin ing  x-ate o f p ro fit .  
B u t a ll the tim e  the “ re a l”  p ro fits  o f th e  c a p ita lis t 
class, above a ll o f the la rge  corpora tions, is  m ount­
ing.

W ha t are “ re a l”  p ro fits?  “ Real”  px-ofits are the 
money px-ofits (w h ich  dropped o n ly  about 6.8 pe r cent 
in  the la s t yea r) p lus the fre e  p lan ts  they are “ ge t­
t in g  ou t o f i t , ”  p lus swollen salaries fo r  m anagem ent 
th a t those who dom inate the  corpora tions vo te  fo r  
themselves, p lus the x-esults o f financ ia l chicaneries 
o f assorted kinds.

C ap ita lis ts  Get F ree  P lants  
A n d  M a ch ine ry

I t  was bx-ought o u t b y  the re p o rt o f the House 
T rum an  Com m ittee th a t as o f Jan ua ry  1, 1942, be- 
fox-e the present huge expenditui-es fo r  w a r goods, 
$7,500,000,000 was to be given by the govex-nment 
to the  c a p ita lis t class in the fo rm  o f new p lan ts  and 
m achinery.

These plants are b u ilt  a t  the expense o f the gov­
ernm ent b u t tu rned  over to the corpora tions fo r  op­
era tion . A f te r  the w a r the governm ent-financed 
plans can be bought by the  cox-pox-ation, i f  i t  so de­
sires. How ever the p lan ts  arc  gcnex-ally w orth less i f  
the corpora tion  refuses to  buy.

As an example we can c ite  the new p la n t being 
b u ilt  fo r  Bethlehem  Steel a t Sparrow s P o in t, M a ry ­
land. I f  the governm ent decides to  take the  p la n t 
over, i t  m ust remove i t  fx-onx Beth lehem ’s land. The 
r ig h t  o f the governm ent to  take  the p la n t is, in  the 
words o f the Tx-uman Commitee, “ o f dubious value 
as the cost o f rem oving the fa c il it ie s  m ig h t w e ll ap­
p rox im ate , i f  n o t exceed the salvage value.”  In  o ther 
words, i t  w i l l  cost more to ju n k  the p la n t tha n  i t  
w il l be w o rth !

The T rum an Com m ittee re p o rt says:
“ The (goveram ent) cap ita l expenditux-es fo r  p la n t 

im provem ents fo r  defense purposes w i l l  u lt im a te ly  
provide the contx-acting corpora tions w ith  some o f 
the newest and fin e s t m achine too ls and fa c to ry  
bu ild ings p ra c tic a lly  free  o f charge.”

M anagers Salaries H id e  R eal P ro fits
A no the r m ethod o f h id in g  rea l px-ofits is  th rou gh  

the managers vo tin g  themselves huge salaries.
A  few  m onths ago a case revealed g ra p h ic a lly  how 

th is  takes place. The case was th a t  o f  the  corpora- 
tion , Jack &  H e in tz . In  th e  yea r ending January  1, 
1942 the co rpora tion  earned $1,000,000 in  p ro fits  on 
$10,000,000 wox-th o f business. Besides th is , however, 
the head o f the company x-aised his sa la ry  fi-om  
$25,000 a year to  $100,000 in  add ition  to  x-ewarding 
h im se lf fo r  his exce llent jo b  as m anager in  the fo rm  
o f $45,000 bonus. The o ther owners, W ill ia m  Jack, the 
son o f the head o f the f irm ,  and Ralph H e in tz  also 
received $100,000.

A  few  days la te r, Edm und Tolan, counsel o f the 
House N aval Com m ittee, i-evealed th a t the salaries 
o f corpox-ation o ffic ia ls  o f 15 companies chosen as 
samples, showed an incx-case fro m  22 to  1330 pe r cent 
over 1934 fig u re s . A m ong the f irm s  in  the sam p ling  
were A m erican Zinc S m elting , B rid g e p o rt Brass, 
U n ion Carbide, duPont and New  Yox-k A i r  Brakes.

Figux-es x-eleased in  the la s t fe w  days showed huge 
incx-ease in the salax-ies o f steel coi-poration heads. 
In  another ax-ticle in  th is  issue M ilto n  A lv in  shows 
increases fo r  steel executives reaching up to $100,000 
between 1940 and 1941.
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