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Ten Years A g o -T h e  
Bonus Army Eviction
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STEEL WORKERS DENIED $ I-A DAY RAISE
India’s Demand 
For Immediate 
Independence

By F e lix  M orrow
The W o rk in g  Com m ittee o f the  Ind ian  N a tio n a l Congress 

on J u ly  14 adopted a reso lu tion  w h ich has been v ic ious ly  con­
demned by the B r it is h  and A m erican  c a p ita lis t press —  b u t 
w h a t is in the reso lu tion  the people o f B r ita in  and A m erica  
are no t being pe rm itted  to  know.

(The fu l l  te x t o f th is  reso lu tion  appears on page 2 o f 
th is  issue.)

The B r it is h  and Am erican press is “ fre e ”  b u t a to ta lita r ia n  
press could scarcely have been m ore successful in  concealing 
fro m  the A m erican-people the t ru th  about In d ia ’s demands fo r  
independence. O nly one Am erican newspaper, the New  Y o rk  
T im es, has published the te x t o f the Congress reso lu tion  —  bu t 
larded in  among a stream  o f a n ti- In d ia  stories fro m  London 
and accompanied by an e d ito r ia l cha rg ing  th a t the  reso lu tion  
plays in to  the hands o f Japan.

The m isrepresentation o f the  J u ly  14 reso lu tion  is  on ly  the 
la te s t inc iden t in  a de libera te and system atic  cam paign. The 
Ind ian  Congress adopted a reso lu tion  on the  fa l l  o f B urm a. 
The B r it is h  governm ent p roh ib ited  a ll p rin te rs , publishers and 
ed itors fro m  pu b lish ing  the reso lu tion  in  whole o r in  p a r t  and, 
.so fa r  as we know, n o t a s ingle copy o f th is  reso lu tion  has ye t 
a rrived  in Am erica. Y e t the lesson o f the fa l l  o f B urm a —  due 
to  the un iversa l h o s t ility  o f the Burm ese people tow a rd  th e ir  
B r it is h  oppressors and to  the re fusa l o f C h u rch ill to  p e rm it the 
Chinese troops to enter in adequate numbers to  defend the 
Burm a Road —  indicates the fu tu re  o f In d ia  i f  B r ita in  rem ains 
Its  ru le r.

L e t us reca ll also the fa ls if ic a tio n  by the A m erican  press 
o f th e  m eaning o f the  C ripps proposal, ha d ing  i t  as “ In d ia ’s 
M agna C harta ”  as a “ g i f t  o f freedom .”  T h a t C ripps was asking 
the Ind ian  N a tion a l Congress to  un de rw rite  the  continued au to ­
c ra tic  ru le  o f the “ N a tive  Princes”  over 93 m illio n  subjects in  
the na tive  states; th a t B r ita in  w ou ld  rem a in  in real con tro l 
except fo r  a few  more na tive  puppe t-m in is te rs ; th a t  the “ con­
s titu tio n -m a k in g ”  body to  be convened a f te r  the w a r would be 
so chosen as to  be dom inated by  the princes and the w e a lth y  
in d u s tr ia lis ts  —  o f a ll th is  the A m erican press said n o t a word.

N o r is th is  a n ti- In d ia  cam paign lim ite d  to  the press. In  
the  a rm y  camps the A m erican soldiers have been shown B r it is h  
film s  g lo r ify in g  B r it is h  im p eria lism  as the benevolent ru le r  who 
“ un ited”  a cou n try  w h ich cannot un ite  its e lf.  Colonels have lec­
tu red  th e ir  troops on the  “ d u ty ”  o f the w h ite  m an to  “ save”  
Ind ia . A nd m any o f these Am erican troops have been sent o r 
are being sent to  Ind ia . A  la rge  p ro po rtion  o f those sent, ap ­
p a re n tly  by de libera te po licy  (so Pearl Buck appears to believe) 
are w h ite  Southerners pre judiced aga inst da rk  skins. A lre ad y  
w ord  has come back o f u g ly  incidents between Ind ians and 
A m erican troops.

The vas t cam paign to  suppress the fac ts  about In d ia  is 
be ing conducted in such a to ta lita r ia n  m anner prec ise ly  because 
the case fo r  In d ia ’s independence is so ir re fu ta b le .

Do you re a lly  w a n t to  prevent Japan fro m  conquering 
Ind ia?  ask the Ind ian  na tiona lis ts . I f  th a t is you r m ain aim , 
ra th e r than m aintenance o f B r it is h  ru le , then le t Ind ia  have 
its  independence and the 400 m illions  o f Ind ia  w i l l  defend 
i t  aga inst Japan and any o ther fo re ign  power.

The Ind ian  reso lu tion  co rre c tly  po in ts  ou t the  analogy be­
tween Ind ia  under B r it is h  ru le  and the fa te  o f B rit is h -ru le d  
M alaya, S ingapore and Burm a, where the natives w ould n o t l i f t  
a finge r to  he lp the  hated B r it is h  oppressors. The Congress 
po in ts  ou t —  and C h u rch ill cannot deny —  th a t among the g re a t 
masses o f Ind ia  there has developed “ a ra p id  and w idespread 
increase o f i l l - w i l l  aga ins t B r ita in  and a g ro w in g  sa tis fac tion  
a t the  success o f Japanese arm s.”  N o t because the y  are p ro - 
Japanese —  on the con tra ry , the  Ind ian  masses are in  sym pa­
th y  w ith  China aga ins t Japan —  b u t ' f i r s t  and fo rem ost they 
re jo ice a t any blows dea lt aga inst th e ir  B r it is h  oppressors. I t  
is  c lear th a t the Congress now speaks o u t fo r  independence 
p r im a r ily  under the pressure o f the masses o f Ind ia .

A ll th is , once stated, is so c lear th a t the w orkers m ust 
begin to  ask themselves: w hy the cam paign m isrepresent­
in g  the  rea l s itua tion  in  Ind ia?  W hy the una lte rab le  opposi­
tio n  o f C h u rch ill and Roosevelt to  In d ia ’s independence.»

The answer is to  be found in  understand ing w h a t C h urch ill 
and Roosevelt are re a lly  f ig h t in g  fo r .  C h u rch ill is  f ig h tin g  to  
m a in ta in  the B r it is h  E m pire  —  w h ich means above a ll Ind ia . 
Roosevelt and Am erican cap ita lism  expect to  in h e r it  the B r it is h  
im p e ria l possessions, keeping B r ita in  as a ju n io r  pa rtne r. I f  
Japan invades Ind ia , A ng lo -A m erican  forces w i l l  even tua lly  d is ­
lodge the Nipponese, b u t i f  Ind ia  w ins  re a l independence then 
the  B r it is h  and Am ericans are dislodged fro m  In d ia  fo reve r. 
C h urch ill would much ra th e r lose In d ia  to  Japan w ith  the  chance 
o f f ig h tin g  another w a r and w in n in g  back In d ia  tha n  to w in  th is  
w a r by surrendering  In d ia  to  the  Ind ian  people. T h is  is the  
basic lin e  o f reasoning o f Am erican and B r it is h  im peria lism .

B u t the A m erican and B r it is h  w orkers have no in te res t 
w hateve r in  suppo rting  the continued enslavem ent o f Ind ia . On 
the  c o n tra ry  the in te rests o f the w o rkers  is bound up w ith  fre e ­
dom fo r  every people. A s In d ia  raises its  voice, i t  also makes 
c lear the fundam enta l cleavage o f in te rests between the  mass­
es o f  A m erica and E ng land and the  im p e ria lis t In terests o f the 
cap ita lis ts .

The crim e o f the Ind ian  N a tiona l Congress leadership is not 
i ts  resistance to  B r it is h  ru le . I ts  re a l c rim e is its  long record 
o f  co llabora tion  w ith  and cap itu la tio n  to  B r it is h  im peria lism , 
w h ich  is by  no means ended by  its  J u ly  14 reso lu tion . T h a t is 
w h y  the Ind ian  w orkers  and peasants l-equire th e ir  own o rgan ­
iza tions  to  conduct the  f ig h t  fo r  freedom . W e sha ll deal w ith  
th a t question ne x t .week.

House Passes 
New Tax Bill
Places Chief Burdens 
Of the W ar On Low- 
Income Earners

A new income tax, which re­
presents another brutal slash 
into the liv ing standards o f the 
masses, was adopted on July 
20 by the House of Represen­
tatives. T h e  tax b ill, which 
handles the capitalists with the 
most gentle consideration, now 
goes to the Senate for action by 
that body.

While tax rate increases on 
the w o rke r and d ir t  farm ers jum p 
as h igh in  the new b i l l  as 1640 per 
cent, the rate of increase propos­
ed fo r those rece iv ing  $50,000 a 
year or more is less than 25% and 
tapers down to less than 11.5% 
fo r those rece iv ing $5,000,000 or 
more.

The measure proposes tha t (ax­
es w i l l  s ta rt fo r couples w ith  two 
ch ild ren  at $2100 a year instead of 
$2400 as at present; ^or couples 
w ith o u t dependents a t $1300 in ­
stead of $1700, and fo r single per­
sons w ith o u t dependents a t $600 
instead of $800. A  single w o rke r 
earn ing $11.52 a week w i l l  pay 
taxes.

The net amounts le ft fo r the 
w ealthy a fte r the new taxes recall 
President Roosevelt’s promises a- 
bout l im it in g  incomes to $25,000 
a year. Even th is  l im it  on in ­
come, w h ich  w ould fa r  from  im ­
pose hardsh ip on those rece iv ing 
it ,  is  apparently  fo rgo tten  by the 
House dom inated by the centra l 
idea o f soaking the workers.

Even a fte r the increase in  taxes, 
there w il l  be a shortage of ap­
p rox im a te ly  $2,500,000,000 in  the 
sum asked by Secretary o f the 
T reasury Morgenthau. To make 
up th is  deficiency, sales taxes and 
other form s o f taxation are th rea t­
ened a fte r the November elections.

The financia l program  o f the 
cap ita lis t class is to make the 
to ile rs  pay fo r the war. No ta lk  
about "e qu a lity  of sacrifice”  or 
any o ther propaganda can change 
the facts.

New York Parade 
To Protest Legal 
Murder of Waller

NEW  YORK, July 21—To 
protest the legal lynching of 
Odell Waller in Virginia, the 
mob lynching of W illie  Vinson 
in Texas, the shooting of Priv­
ate Jessie Smith in Arizona and 
the beating o f Roland Hayes 
and his wife in Georgia, New 
York Negro and white workers 
w ill hold a “ silent parade”  to 
the beat o f muffled drums on 
Saturday, J u ly  25.

The dem onstra tion is being 
held under the auspices o f the 
New  Y o rk  d iv is ion  o f the  M arch- 
on-W ashington m ovem ent, and is 
supported by 50 organ iza tions in ­
c lud ing  the  A F L  Brotherhood o f 
S leeping C ar P orte rs , the  CIO 
U n ited  T ra n sp o rt Service E m ­
ployees, the  IL G W U , J o in t Board 
o f L a un d ry  W orkers  U n ion, 
B u ild in g  Service Em ployes U n ion 
W orkers  Defense League and 
others. ,

L a s t week a le tte r  to  P resident 
Roosevelt fro m  m any p rom inen t 
N egro  leaders, in c lud in g  A . P h i­
lip  Randolph, declared, “ W a lle r ’s 
e lectrocution has in tensified a 
wave o f de te rm ina tion  fo r  a 
showdown on the question o f to ­
ta l democracy fo r  the Negro 
which cannot long  be held back 
by leaders who use the barga in 
and com prom ise method. I t  was 
the signa l f o r  the barbarous fo rc ­
es in th is  cou n try  to  renew the 
un leashing o f th e ir  venom o f 
ha tred upon the Negro people.”

W earing  b l a c k  m ourn ing 
armbands and c a rry in g  signs o f 
p ro tes t aga inst lynch ing . W a l­
le r ’s e lectrocu tion and the po ll 
tax , the m archers w i l l  assemble 
a t 2:30 P. M. a t 56th St. and 8th 
Ave., m arch south to  14th St., 
and east to U n ion  Square, where 
a t 4:00 P. M . a mass m eeting  w i l l  
conclude the dem onstration.

Loss Of Vital Regions 
Menaces Soviet Defense
Fall of Caucasus Would Deprive Red Army 
Of Basic War Materials, Food and Fuel

B y JO H N  G. W R IG H T

In recent weeks the German armies have added thousands 
of square miles to their previous conquests in the first year of 
the war, which amount approximately to half a m illion square 
miles of Soviet territory. This represents an area larger than the 
combined areas of England, France, Italy, Czechoslovakia, 
Belgium and Holland.

By overrunning the Donets basin and entering the basin of 
the Don r iv e r, the N azis have i>
com ple te ly deprived the Soviet 1,000 locom otives a yea r were
U n ion o f its  coal, iron  and steel 
base. To the 800 m illio n  tons o f 
iron ore th a t were lo s t in  1941 a t 
K r iv o i Rog m ust now be added

produced in  V orosh ilovgrad . A c­
cord ing to  the p lan the  ou tpu t 
by 1942 was to  have reached 
m ore than 2,000 locomotives a

66,000 m illio n  tons o f coal in  the year.
Donets basin. The U kra ine  was 
one o f the im p o rta n t manganese 
producing centers. A m ong o ther 
v ita l m inera ls los t m ust be in ­
cluded: a lum inum , m ercury, lead 
and zinc.

M U C H  P R O D U C T IV E  
C A P A C IT Y  LO ST

In  te rm s o f in d u s tr ia l equip­
m ent the losses have been even 
more staggering . F o r example, 
the loss o f the c ity  o f V orosh ilov­
grad alone represents the loss 
not on ly  o f the key coal and coke 
producing area, bu t also o f v i ta l­
ly  im p o rta n t machine b u ild in g  
enterprises. In  1939 more than

The rem a in ing  ne tw ork  o f So­
v ie t ra ilw a ys  has thus been dea lt 
another te rr ib le  blow. A t  the 
same tim e  the German arm ies 
ape d ire c tly  th rea ten ing  the S ta- 
lih g ra d  ob last. A s is w e ll known, 
S ta ling rad , the cap ita l c ity  o f 
th is  reg ion, is one o f the m ain 
machine b u ild in g  centers o f the 
USSR. The loss o f its  vas t tra c ­
to r  p lan t, reputed to  be the la rg ­
est in  the  w o rld , w ou ld  in  and 
o f its e lf  cons titu te  an ir r e p a r - 1 
able b low  both to  Soviet econ- i 
om y and the m il ita ry  e ffec tive ­
ness o f the Red A rm y .

In  the f ir s t  yea r o f the w a r, 
under the S ta lin is t leadership, 40

Anti - Trotskyist 
Frameup Launched 
In  Great Britain
Mine-owners and Union Bureaucrats Answer 
'Socialist Appeal' Charges With Slanders

B y  A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I
Frameup and slanderous charges of "sabotage”  are the 

methods used by the British employers and their agents in the 
labor movement to counteract the growing influence'and activ­
ities of the Trotskyists among the British workers, particularly 
the miners. In this way, it is evident from a July 14 London UP 
dispatch and the June issue of Socialist Appeal received in this
country last week, the B r it is h  £-------------------------------------------------------
m ine-owners are t r y in g  to  d is tra c t
pub lic  a tten tion  from  th e ir  own 
c r im in a l m ismanagement of the 
mines.

Accord ing to the UP dispatch, 
Scotland Yard is investiga ting  
charges filed w ith  the M in is try  of 
Fuel and Power tha t " p it  boys in 
two Yorkshire, co llie ries have ser­
iously sabotaged valuable under­
ground w ork ings.”  The charges 
were filed by .1. A. H a ll, president 
o f the Y orksh ire  M iners Associa­
tion . who said th a t " th e  un ion 
has lost con tro l of the youths who 
have been affected by ‘subversive 
lite ra tu re .’

“ He called a tten tion  to c ircu la ­
tion  th roughout the m in in g  d is­
tr ic ts  of the m on th ly  Socialist Ap­
peal, w h ich he said had carried a 
large p o tra it of the la te Leon 
T ro tsky  and professed to be the 
organ of the ‘F ourth  In te rn a tio n ­
a l.”

The UP dispatch also quoted 
K a il as describ ing the “ subver­
sive character o f the Socialist A p­
peal as fo llow s:

" I t  demanded that, workers con­
tro l mines and m un itio n  works, 
th a t the workers be armed, and 
th a t m il ita ry  academies fo r tra in ­
in g  of w orkers ’ officers be estab­
lished by the trade unions.”

The dispatch concluded w ith  
the tim e-w orn slander made by 
H a ll th a t “ the paper is d is tr ib u t­
ed by young men who receive 10 
pounds ($40) a week fo r th e ir  
ac tiv itie s .”

W H A T  T R O TS K Y IS TS  
R E A L L Y  A D V O C A T E

Wo are not in  a position in th is  
coun try  to check on the accuracy 
o f charges of sabotage in  two un­
named Y orksh ire  co llie ries .' Deter­
m in a tio n  of these facts w ill have 
to aw a it a report, from  B rita in .

We do know in  th is  country, 
however, th a t membeivs of the 
W orkers In te rn a tio n a l League, 
which publishes the Socialist A p­
peal , have been active  in  t h e

struggles of the Y orksh ire  and 
others B r it is h  m iners. We have 
no doubt, therefore, th a t workers 
in  the Y o rksh ire  co llie ries have 
probably read the Socialist Ap­
peal. whose c ircu la tio n  is grow ing 
among the m iners because of its  
fo r th r ig h t support o f th e ir  de­
mands.

And on the basis of our know l­
edge o f the W IL  and the contents 
o f the Socialist Appeal, we can 
categorica lly  re jec t any charge 
th a t the S oc ia lis t Appea l advo­
cates o r counsels sabotage in  the 
B r it is h  m ines o r th a t i t  is in  any 
way responsible fo r  sabotage th a t 
may have been committed.

For, fa r  from  advocating sabo­
tage and decreased production in 
the mines, the B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts  
condemn the m ineowners fo r  th e ir  
sabotage and mismanagement of 
the mines.

As the leading ed ito ria l in  tbe 
June Appeal po in ts out, the mine- 
owners “ close the most productive 
seams fo r  ‘a fte r the w a r’ w h ile  
they prosecute the w orkers fo r 
absenteeism.”  And th is  same edi­
to r ia l calls on the B r it is h  m iners 
to figh t fo r  w orkers ’ con tro l of 
the mines because in  th is  way 
"the y  could protect and_ raise the 
liv in g  standards of the m iners 
and they could guarantee to  p ro ­
dupe a il the coal needed, by 
sweeping aside the vested in te r­
ests o f the coal barons.”

M IN E R S ’ C O M P LA IN T S
Behind th is  a ttack on tbe T ro t­

skyists is also an a ttem pt to s il­
ence and in tim id a te  a ll the other 
m ilita n t m iners, who are among 
tbe most exploited and discontent­
ed section of the B r it is h  w o rk ing  
class, as L . Lawrence, an A m er­
ican recently  returned from  B r it ­
ain, reported in  last week’s M IL I ­
TA N T.

T h e ir d issatisfaction w ith  c lii- 
(Continued on page 3)

®------------------------------------------------------

per cent o f the  conquests o f a ll 
the  F iv e  Y ea r plans were e ither 
captured by the  Germans o r de­
stroyed. The same fa te  now 
threa tens another 25 pe r cent.

The th re a t to  Rostov and S ta­
lin g ra d  represents a t the  same 
tim e  the th re a t to  the Caucasus. 
B y  th e ir  b reakthrough to  the 
Don r iv e r  the Germans have iso­
la ted the Southern arm ies fro m  
the center. The cap ture o f S ta­
lin g ra d  would iso late the  Red 
arm ies in  the Caucasus fro m  the 
southern arm ies, i.e., c u t the So­
v ie t f ro n t  in to  three iso lated seg­
ments.

W H A T  LOSS O F T H E  
CA U C A S U S  W O U LD  M E A N

W h a t w ould the  loss o f  the 
Caucasus s ig n ify  in  the  face o f 
the present s itu a tio n ?  F irs t ,  i t  
would deprive the Red A rm y  o f 
its  m ain  o il supply. T h e  s tra in  on 
Soviet economy w ould  be no less 
perilous. I t  is  estim ated th a t 
the re  are ro u g h ly  600,000 tra c ­
tors s t i l l  opera ting  in  a g ricu ltu re . 
How  w i l l  these be supplied? In  
term s o f fue l, the loss o f the 
Caucasian o il fie lds  in  view' o f 
the  loss o f the U kra ine  coal 
would place Soviet economy in to  
an inex tricab le  position.
B u t even th is  is no t a ll th a t the 

loss o f the Caucasus im plies. 
Th is area contains the la rge s t 
manganese m ines in  the  w o rld . 
The loss o f th is  supp ly added to 
the losses a lready su ffe red  in  the 
U kra ine  w ou ld  v ir tu a lly  c ripp le  
the rem a in ing  Soviet steel p lan ts. 
There are o ther im p o rta n t m in ­
era l resources in  th is  area along 
w ith  in d u s tr ia l en terprises o f no 
sm all im portance to  the USSR.

S O V IE T  FOO D S U P P LY  
T H R E A T E N E D

F urthe rm o re , since the loss o f 
the g re a t U k ra in ia n  g ra n a ry  the 
Soviet arm ies, especia lly those o f 
the South, have been la rg e ly  de­
pending upon the n o rth  Cauca­
sian area and the  Don va lley  fo r  

(Continued on page 4)

Gallup Poll Shows 
Most Workers Got 
No Wage Increases

Six out of every ten workers’ 
families are receiving about the 
same income as they did a year 
ago! One worker’s fam ily out 
of every six is getting less in­
come than it did ’at the same 
time last year!

These facts, brought out by 
the Gallup poll on July 18. arc 
a re fu ta tio n  of the d in  of propa­
ganda o f the ca p ita lis t lie  fa c to r­
ies about the huge wages w o rk ­
ers arc supposed to  he rece iv ing 
as a re s u lt o f  the  w a r program .

W ith  prices a t least 30 per cent 
h igher than twelve m onths ago, 
and w ith  open and bidden taxes 
eating in fo  the w orkers ’ Income, 
i t  is  easy to see th a t the amount 
of "rea l wages” — the q u a n tity  of 
food, shelter and c lo th ing— that 
the m a jo r ity  o f A m erican w o rk ­
ers and tb e ir  fam ilies  gets, is  sub­
s ta n tia lly  less than they received 
a year ago.

Seven per cent, o r nearly  2,000.- 
000 w orkers ’ fam ilies ex is t on less 
than $10 a week. A no ther 2,000,- 
000 raise th e ir  fam ilies  on a to ta l 
income of less than $15 a week. 
Twenty-two per cent get less than 
$20 a week. E ig h ty  per cent of 
a ll fam ilies ’ incomes, w h ich means 
the overw helm ing m a jo r ity  of 
w o rkers ’ fam ilies, is  less than 
$60 a week.

The figures given are a ll of 
gross income and include the 
earnings o f a ll tbe wage earners 
in the fa m ily  and a ll income of no 
m a tte r what source—from  the sal­
a ry  of the fa m ily  bead to tbe mo­
ney Jun io r gets by se lling  news­
papers.

Yes. p len ty o f money is being 
made as a result, o f tbe w ar— but 
by the employers, not the w o rk ­
ers, as tbe Gallup po ll reveals.

And Roosevelt intends to go be­
fore Congress sometime next 
m onth to ask leg is la tion  fo r great­
er “ wage con tro l” !

WLB Would Cheat Unions Of 
Gains Won In 1941 Strikes
Murray's Acceptance of Ruling Encourages 
New Drive Against Workers' Standards

B y JO E  A N D R E W S

The W ar Labor Board on Ju ly  15 tu rn e d  dow n 
the demands o f the C IO  U n ited  Steel W orke rs fo r  
a dollar-a-day general wage increase in  L itt le  Steel, 
and set the  stage in  th is  firs t m a jo r decis ion fo r  
fu rth e r a d m in is tra tio n  moves tow ard  m ore d rastic
wTage c o n tro l. As soon as the  announcem ent was
made that Philip M urray and the USWA officials had accepted 
the W LB decision, Roosevelt issued a press release stating that
he was preparing a message to  
to  clam p down fu r th e r  on wages.’

In  sp ite  o f the  re p o rt o f the 
W L B  fa c t-fin d in g  panel th a t the 
steel corpora tions could easily 
a ffo rd  to  pay the  do lla r-a -day 
increase, the W a r La bo r Board, 
w ith  the 4 labo r members d is­
senting, g ranted the steel w o rk ­
ers on ly  44 cents a day.

In  a five -po in t decision design­
ed as a general po licy  to  deal 
w ith  a ll demands fo r  wage in ­
creases, the W a r Labo r Board 
action  in the L i t t le  Steel case 
would peg the purchasing power 
o f the w o rkers  to  the  January  1, 
1941 level. W LB  C hairm an W il­
liam  H . D avis s ta ted: “ T h is  w i l l  
lead to  a ‘ te rm in a l’ fo r  the  tra g ic  
race between wages and prices.”

The t ru th  is  th a t  the  Board 
moved tow a rd  estab lish ing a 
“ te rm in a l”  f o r  wages, b u t no end 
is in  s ig h t fo r  the r ise  in  l iv in g  
costs.

The five -po in t p rog ram  handed 
down by the W L B  sta ted : “ F o r 
the period fro m  Janua ry  1, 1941 
to  M ay 1942 . . . the cost o f l iv ­
in g  increased by about 15%. I f  
any group o f w orkers  averaged 
less than a 15% increase in hour­
ly  wage ra tes d u rin g  o r im m e­
d ia te ly  preceding o r fo llo w in g  
th is  period, th e ir  established 
peacetime standards have been 
broken. I f  any g roup  averaged 
a 15% wage increase o r more, 
t h e i r  established peacetime 
standards have been preserved.”

T R Y  TO D ESTRO Y 
LA B O R ’S 1941 G A IN S
. T h is  decision, w h ich  w il l  in  
tu rn  be applied to  the w orkers in 
B ig  Steel and w i l l  a ffe c t the 
Ford, General M otors, C hrys ler, 
and a irc ra f t  demands n o w ‘ pend­
in g  before the W LB , aim s a t 
freez ing  the purchasing power o f 
the w orkers  a t the Janua ry  1, 
1941 level, and is a long step in 
the d irec tion  o f freez ing  wages 
a ltoge ther.

W ith  the purchasing power of 
Janua ry  I ,  1941 as the yards tick , 
the W LB  has de libe ra te ly  chosen 
a period p r io r  to  the b ig  s tr ik e  
wave o f the sp rin g co f 1941, when 
the mass production w orkers won 
wage increases a ll a long the line. 
Since these increases won a fte r  
Janua ry  1, w i l l  be deducted fro m  
the  15% rise  allowed by the 
board, m ost o f the  w orkers in 
m a jo r industries  such as auto, 
steel, and a irc ra f t  w i l l  receive 
on ly  m inute  increases, i f  th is  po l­
icy  is carried  out.

The fa c t-fin d in g  panel found 
th a t l iv in g  costs had gone up 
over 13% a f te r  A p r i l,  1941. The 
5.5% wage increase g ran ted  the 
L i t t le  Steel w orkers by the 
Board, leaves a t least an 8% dis­
p a r ity  between th e ir  “ peacetime 
purchasing pow er”  as o f A p r il,  
1941, and the present tim e . By 
choosing the Janua ry  1, 1941 
jevel as the base, the W L B  has 
tied  purchasing power to  a low  
po in t, and is a tte m p tin g  to  de­
p rive  the w orkers o f the benefits 
they won by th e ir  organized 
s trugg les in the sp rin g  o f 1941.

A c tu a lly , the purchasing pow ­
er o f the w orkers  has suffered 
fa r  m ore than adm itted  by the 
W LB . The Board took in to  ac­
count on ly  the conservative f ig ­
ures o f the governm ent on the 
rise in l iv in g  costs. B u t the 
w o rke rs ’ standards have been re ­
duced by the increase in  taxa tion  
on w o rke rs ’ incomes, by hidden 
price rises, by -the de te rio ra tion  
in the q u a lity  o f consumers’ 
goods, and by the cam paign to 
force savings and investm ent in 
w a r bonds. A l l  these fac to rs  add­
ed to  the fa c t th a t consumers’ 
goods are d isappearing fro m  the-

Congress asking for the power

m arke t, have combined to lo w e r 
the  purchasing power o f the 
w orkers.

In  add ition  to  the 44-cent d a ily  
increase, the  W L B  gran ted  a 
maintenance o f m em bership and 
check-o ff clause to  the un ion and 
provided fo r  a 78-cent an hour 
m in im um . T h is  m in im um  a ffec ts  
Bethlehem Steel p r im a r ily , where 
piece w o rk  s t i l l  operated to  keep 
down hourly  rates.

T H E  S T A N D  OF 
R O O S E V E LT ’S A G E N T S

The fu l l  forces o f the adm in­
is tra t io n  were th ro w n  in to  the  
cam paign to  fo rce  the  unions t« 
accept some fo rm  o f wage con. 
t ro l.  D u r in g  the steel de libera­
tions, Leon Henderson, O P A  
head, made statem ents demand­
in g  the freez ing  o f wages, J u s t 
p r io r  to  the steel decision, R ich­
a rd  G ilb e rt, depu ty ad m in is tra ­
to r  o f the O ffice o f P rice  A dm in ­
is tra tio n , to ld  the a irc ra f t  s ta b il­
iza tion  conference in  Los Angeles 
th a t “ wage s ta b iliza tio n  means 
no wage increases.”

The J u ly  20, CIO Neu s charges 
th a t “ The decision o f the  Board 
is predicated upon the po licy  pro­
m ulgated by Leon Henderson, 
head o f the O ffice o f P rice  A d­
m in is tra tio n . T h a t agency, in« 
stead o f concen tra ting  its  a tten ­
tio n  on price f ix in g  and democra­
tic  ra tio n in g  o f consumer goods, 
has m ainta ined its  a ttack  aga inst 
le g itim a te  and equitable wage 
ad justm ents fo r  the w o rkers .”

The CIO News did no t mention 
that both Henderson and G ilbert, 
as w e ll as the W ar Labor Board, 
were fo llow ing  out the po licy la id  
down by Roosevelt.

The W LB  po licy a ttem pts to 
leave certa in  loopholes to serve as 
safety valves against serious mass 
unrest. A lthough  the general W - 
LB  po licy ties purchasing power 
to the January 1, 1941 level, there 
is room fo r occasional divergences 

.front th is  general policy. “ The 
Board w il l  give due consideration 
to inequalities and the e lim in a tio n  
of substandards of liv in g ,”  the de­
cision stated.

In  most cases however, the 
pressure fo r  upward ad justm ents 
comes from  the well-organized 
workers who have won wage in ­
creases since January 1, 1941, and 
fu r th e r  increases fo r them are 
v ir tu a lly  excluded under the W l,B  
policy. Those workers whose 
wages are at the lowest levels are 
by and large poorly organized and 
unable to exert the pressure nec­
essary to force the  W LB  to g ran t 
raises.

M U R R A Y  BAC KS DO W N
In  accepting the Board’s deci­

sion. the CIO leadership took an­
o ther step in  the sacrifice of la ­
bor’s r ig h ts  and standards. B y 
agreeing to the pegging o f w o rk­
ers’ purchasing power to the Jan­
uary 1. 1911 level. P h ilip  M urray  
and t lie  CIO offic ia ldom  have 
strengthened the a d m in is tra tion  
drive tow ard u ltim a te  wage freez ­
ing.

The record of tfie  CIO offic ia ls, 
in  t liis  case- is a repetition  of the 
vac illa tion  and re trea t th a t has 
marked th e ir  step-by-step surrend­
er of labor’s gains which began 
many m onths before Pearl H a r­
bor.

P r io r  to the decision, M u rra y  
made several statements a ttack ing  
wage freezing and in  support of 
the dollar-a-day demand. In  state­
ments to the press he h in ted a t 
re jection of the Board decision i f  
the un ion ’s demands were not 
met. Asked w hether the CIO 
could do th is, lie said, " I  under- 

(Continued on page 3)
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Bonus Army: “Heroes of 1917, Bums of 1932 ff

Ten Years Ago This W eek General M a c A r th u r ’ s Troops Drove The Veterans O u t  O f  Washington
By F e lix  M orrow

Ten years ago, on Ju ly  28. 1932, General Douglas M a cA rth u r, 
then C h ie f o f S ta ff  o f the A rm y , led h is  troops —  cava lry , 
tanks and in fa n try  —  down Pennsylvania Avenue in  W ash ing­
ton, D . C. A t  T h ird  S tree t they charged the f irs t  con tingen t o f 
the enemy. W ith  tea r gas and bayonet jabs and r if le  b u tts  
they drove a group o f W orld  W a r veterans fro m  shacks and 
ha lf-dem o lished -bu ild ings  which had been th e ir  homes fo r  ten 
weeks. The veterans, exp e rtly  tossing back tea r gas bombs, re ­
trea ted on ly  when physica lly  overcome. The sold iers se t f ir e  
to  th e  shacks to  make sure the veterans would have no th ing  to  
re tu rn  to . The flam es and smoke rose h igh, a f it t in g  fram e  fo r  
the dome o f the C ap ito l r is in g  above them in  the background.

U nder the personal d irec tion  o f General M a c A rth u r the sol­
diers —  the y  were young boys, a ll veterans o f the  W orld  W a r 
had been combed ou t and le f t  behind a t F o r t  M yers —  repeated 
the  m opping-up opera tion in  nearby streets. Then they  moved 
across the r iv e r  to  Anacostia  F la ts , where the  m ain body o f 
W o rld  W ar veterans were encamped in  shacks and tents. A l l  
to ld , the re  were about 20,000 vets, about 400 o f them  w ith  th e ir  
w ives and ch ildren. D riven  by the  troops, they were scattered 
th a t n ig h t over the ne ighboring  states o f V irg in ia  and M ary land . 
The f la m in g  shacks and ten ts looked like  a b ig  c ity  devastated 
by incend ia ry  bombs.

T h a t was the end o f the Bonus M arch, so fa r  as W ash ing­
ton was concerned. B u t 20,000 m archers, scattered to  the fo u r 
w inds, to ld  m illio ns  o f w o rkers  and fa rm e rs  how they had come 
to  ask fo r  bread and g o t bu lle ts. Tw o veterans m urdered th a t 
B loody Thursday, E ric  Carlson and B i l l  Hushka, became symbols 
o f the g ra titu d e  o f the  ru l in g  class fo r  whom  the y  had fo u g h t 
in  1917.

* * #

The Bonus A rm y  was a com ple te ly spontaneous creation 
o f the unemployed vétérans. The M arch was strenuously opposed 
by the A m erican Legion, the  Veterans o f F ore ign  W ars ami 
o th e r “ respectable”  veteran organ izations, as w e ll as the  Repub­
lican and Dem ocratic parties. Even th e .lib e ra ls  —  The N a tion , 
N orm an Thom as’ Socia lis t P a rty , etc. —  found a reason fo r  op­
posing it ,  c a llin g  the demand fo r  the bonus u n ju s tifie d . The Com­
m un is t P a rty , then in its  “ th ird  period,”  had p ra c tic a lly  no in ­
fluence on the veterans. No one issued the  ca ll fo r  the M arch. 
I t  ju s t  happened. D riven  by  hunger and w ant, sm all groups o f 
veterans in  various pa rts  o f the cou n try  s ta rted  fo r  W ash ing­
ton. L ike  a snowball ro llin g  down a h i l l  the  m arch gathered 
volum e; a t least 30,000 vets a rrived  in  W ashington between M ay 
20 and J u ly  28.

F o r these tens o f thousands to  come penniless across the 
country was possible on ly  because everywhere they found the 
masses ac tive ly  in  sym pathy w ith  them . Everyw here the unem ­
ployed, w ith  sound in s tin c t, understood th a t the  B. E . F . was 
b reak ing  a path to  W ash ing ton which could la te r  be fo llowed

Veterans’ shacks a t Pennsylvania Avenue and 3rd 
S tree t a fte r  they were set a f ire  by troops.

P a rt o f the B. E. F. camp a t A nacostia befpre General 
M a c A rth u r’s troops burned i t  down.

by the  unemployed w ith  broader demands. The Bonus M archers 
had, besides, the pow erfu l m ora l a u th o rity  o f men who had 
risked th e ir  lives in  ba ttle  ostensib ly fo r  a w o rld  in  which 
they would be secure.

Hence the m archers easily brushed aside a ll a ttem p ts  by 
federa l and local au tho ritie s  to  p reven t th e ir  con tinu ing  on to  
W ashington. They commandeered f re ig h t  cars and coupled them  
on to  fa s t tra in s  en rou te  to  W ashing ton. They re linquished the 
tra in s  on ly  in re tu rn  fo r  state-owned tru cks  w h ich carried  them  
fro m  one state to the next. Here are a fe w  c lipp ings fro m  tw o 
W ash ing ton newspapers, the S ta r and the News o f M ay  2-24, 
1932:

“ 400 W orld  W a r veterans en rou te  to  W ash ing ton  ran 
roughshod over the pleadings and orders o f ra ilro a d  o ffic ia ls  
today and reached St. Louis fro m  Council B lu ffs , Iowa, in  five  
commandeered f re ig h t  cars wh ich the y  compelled a tra in  crew  
to  hook on to  a tra in . . .”

“ F rom  C a lifo rn ia  a group o f 400 le f t  la s t week. . . A  s im ila r 
sized con tingen t le f t  A labam a a t about the same tim e .”

“ 250 Seize F re ig h t T ra in  a t B runsw ick, M d.”
“ Free tra n sp o rta tio n  fo r  the ‘a rm y ’ was agreed upon today 

by M ississipp i county and m un ic ipa l au tho ritie s  a f te r  the  ve t­
erans fo u g h t w ith  po lice in  ra ilroa d  yards a t New O rleans.”  

“ D e tro it  Veterans Commandeer S tree t Cars to  Leave Tow n.”  
“ A  second caravan o f 131 • cal’s fro m  Los Angeles, loaded 

w ith  bonus seekers, passed th rough . F i f t y  cars jo ined the lines 
a t Hagerstown, M d.”

“ C A S E Y V IL L E , 111. —  The veterans a r r iv in g  here today 
organized a ‘w o rke rs ’ council’ to  assume command. . . I t  was 
th is  council th a t ordered the captured tra in  released and ac­
cepted instead S h e r if f  M un ie ’s o f fe r  o f trucks .” .

Text O f The All-India  
Congress' Resolution

#>-
The following is the text of the resolution adopted by the 

Working Committee of the A ll-Ind ia  Congress at Wardha, India, 
last week, as it appeared in the New York Timei:

Events happening from  day to® -------- ;----------------------------------------------
day and the experience w h ich  the 
people of In d ia  are passing 
th rough  confirm  the op in ion of 
Congressmen th a t B r it is h  ru le  In 
In d ia  m ust end im m edia te ly, not 
m erely because lo re ign  domina 
tio n  a t its  best Is ev il in itse lf 
and a con tinu ing  in ju ry  to a sub­
jec t people but because Ind ia  in  
bondage can play no effective part 
in  defending he rse lf and in e ffec t 
Ing the fortunes of the w ar tha t 
Is desolating hum an ity .

The freedom of Ind ia  is. thus 
necessary not on ly in  the Interests 
of Ind ia  but also fo r the safety of 
the w orld , fo r ending nazism and 
fascism, m il itq jjs m  and other 
form s of im peria lism  and aggres­
sion of one na tion over another.

Ever since the outbreak of the 
W orld  W ar the Congress has s tu ­
d iously  pursued a po licy of non 
embarrassment.

Even a t the r is k  or m ak ing  its  
Satyagralia (c iv il disobedience) 
ineffective, i t  de libera te ly  gave it  
sym bolic character in  the hope 
th a t the po licy of non-embarrass­
ment, carried to its  logica l ex­
treme, would be du ly  appreciated 
and tha t rea l power would be 
transfe rred to the popular repre­
sentatives so as to enable the na­
t io n  to make its  fu lle s t con tribu ­
t io n  toward the rea liza tion  of hu­
man freedom throughout the 
w orld  w h ich is in  danger o f being 
crushed.

I t  also was hoped negatively 
th a t no th ing  would be done which 
was calculated to tigh ten  B r it ­
a in ’s hold on Ind ia .

W H A T  CR IPPS’
PRO PO SAL SH O W E D

These hopes, however, were 
dashed to  pieces: the  abortive 
C ripps’s (S ir  S taffo rd Cripps, 
Lo rd  P r iv y  Seal) proposals show­
ed in  the clearest possible man­
ner th a t there was no change in 

(the  B r it is h  governm ent’s a ttitude  
to In d ia  and tha t the B r it is h  hold 
on Ind ia  would in  no way be re­
laxed.

In  th e ir  negotiations w i t h  
Cripps Congress representatives 
tr ie d  th e ir  u tm ost to achieve a 
m in im um  consistent w ith  the na­
tio n a l demand, bu t i t  was of no 
ava il.

T h is  fru s tra tio n  resulted in  a 
rap id  and widespread increase of 
i l l  w i l l  against B r ita in  and a 
-grow ing sa tis fac tion  a t the suc­
cess o f Japanese arms.

The W o rk in g  Com m ittee view  
th iB  development w ith  grave ap­
prehension as th is , unless check­

ed, w i l l  in ev ita b ly  lead to passive 
acceptance of aggression.

The com m ittee hold th a t a ll ag­
gression m ust be resisted, fo r  any 
submission to i t  m ust mean the 
degradation of the Ind ian  reople 
and con tinua tion  of th e ir  subjeet- 
tion .

The Congress is anxious to a- 
void the experience o f Malaya, 
Singapore and Burm a and desires 
to bu ild  up resistance to any ag­
gression or invasion of In d ia  by 
the Japanese or any foreign 
power.

The Congress would change the 
present I l l - w i l l  against B r ita in  to 
good-w ill and make In d ia  a w i l l ­
ing  pa rtner in  the Joint enterprise 
o f securing freedom fo r the na­
tions o f the people of the w orld  in  
the tr ia ls  and tr ib u la tio n s  which 
accompany it .  T h is  1b on ly  pos­
sib le i f  In d ia  can feel the glow 
o f freedom.

B R IT IS H  D O M IN A T IO N
The Congress representatives 

have tr ie d  th e ir-u tm o s t to b ring  
about a so lu tion  o f the communal 
tangle. B ut th is  is made impos­
sible by the presence of a fore ign 
power and on ly a fte r ending fo r­
eign dom ination  and in te rven tion  
can the present un re a lity  give 
place to re a lity  and the people of 
Ind ia , belonging to a ll groups and 
parties, face In d ia ’s problems and 
solve them on a m u tua l and a- 
greed basis.

The present po litica l parties, 
formed ch ie fly  w ith  a view  to a t­
tra c tin g  the a tten tion  of and in ­
fluenc ing  B r it is h  power, w i l l  then 
probably cease to function.

In  the f irs t tim e in Ind ia 's  h is­
to ry  the rea liza tion  w i l l  come 
homo th a t the princes, Jagirdars, 
zam indars and the propertied and 
monied classes derive th e ir  wealth 
and property  from  the workers in  
the fields .factories and elsewhere 
to whom essentia lly power and 
a u th o rity  m ust belong.

On the w ith d ra w a l of B r it is h  
ru le  from  Ind ia  responsible men 
and women o f the coun try  w ill 
come together to fo rm  a p ro v i­
sional governm ent representative 
of a ll the im p o rta n t sections of 
the people of In d ia  w h ich  w i l l  
la te r evolve a scheme whereby a 
consistent assembly can be con­
vened in  order to prepare a con­
s titu t io n  fo r  the governm ent of 
In d ia  acceptable to a ll sections of 
the people.

The representatives of free In ­
dia and Great B r ita in  w i l l  confer 
together fo r  the adjustment, of fu ­
tu re  re la tions fo r  the coopera­
tion  o f the two countries aB a llies

and fo r the common cause in  
m eeting aggression.

I t  Is the earnest desire o f Con­
gress to enable In d ia  to resist ag 
gression e ffective ly  w ith  peoples 
of un ited w i l l  and s treng th  be­
h ind it.

In  m aking the proposal fo r the 
w ith d ra w a l of B r it is h  ru le  from  
In d ia  the Congress has no desire 
whatever to embarrass B r ita in  or 
the A llie d  powers in  th e ir  prose­
cution  o f the w ar or in  any way 
to encourage aggression on Ind ia  
or, of course, pressure on China, 
by the Japanese o r any other 
power associated w ith  the Axis 
group. N or is i t  the in te n tio n  of 
Congress to Jeopardize the defen­
sive capacity of the A llie d  powers.

The Congress, therefore, is a- 
greeable to the s ta tio n in g  o f arm  
ed forces of the A llie s  In Ind ia , 
should they so desire, in  order to 
ward o ff and resist the Japanese 
or other aggression and to protect 
and help China.

The proposal fo r  the w ithd raw a l 
o f B r it is h  power from  Ind ia  was 
never intended to mean th e  phys­
ica l w ith d ra w a l o f B ritons  from  
In d ia  and ce rta in ly  not those 
who would make In d ia  th e ir  home 
and live  there as citizens and as 
equalB w ith  the others.

I f  such a w ith d ra w a l takes 
place w ith  good-w ill i t  would re­
s u lt in  the estab lish ing of a stable 
prov is iona l governm ent in  Ind ia  
and In cooperation between th is  
governm ent and the U n ited Na­
tions in  res is ting  aggression and 
in  he lp ing China.

Tho Congress realises th a t there 
m ay be risks  involved in  such a 
course. Such risks , however, 
have to be faced by any country 
in  order to achieve freedom, and 
more especially a t the present 
c r it ic a l junctu re , in  order to save 
the country and the la rge r cause 
of freedom the w orld  over from  
fa r greater risks  and perils.

W hile, therefore, the Congress 
is im p a tie n t to achieve its  na­
tion a l purpose i t  wishes to take 
no hasty step and would lik e  to 
avoid as fa r  as possible any course 
of action th a t m ig h t embarrass 
the U n ited Nations.

The Congress would plead w ith  
the B r it is h  power to accept very 
reasonable and ju s t proposals 
where in made not on ly  in  t lie  in ­
terests of Ind ia  bu t also those of 
freedom, of the cause o f freedom 
w hich the U n ited  Nations p ro ­
cla im  th e ir  allegiance.

CONGRESS V IE W S  
W IT H  A P P R E H E N S IO N

Should, however, th is  appeal 
fa il the Congress cannot view  
w ith o u t the gravest apprehension 
the con tinua tion  o f the present 
state of a ffa irs  in vo lv in g  progres-

Cannon Pamphlet 
Sells Well Among 
British Workers
Just What We Were 
Looking for, Says 
British Commando

Reports from England show 
that the testimony of James P. 
Cannon at the Minneapolis 
"sedition” tria l, printed in the 
United States under the title  
"Socialism on T ria l,”  is meet­
ing as enthusiastic a response 
from B r it is h  workers as it  re­
ceived in this country.

P rin ted  by the  W orkers  In te r ­
na tiona l League as “ A n  A B C  o f 
T ro tsky ism ,”  the pam ph le t has 
draw n com m ent fro m  a num ber 
o f in te re s tin g  sources:

A  Commando w r ite s ;  “ I  have 
passed m y copy around t i l l  i t  is 
black. The M il ita ry  P o licy is ju s t 
the th in g  we have been looking 
fo r. Send me s ix  m ore copies...”

F rom  a Hendon shop stew ard : 
“ Please send another dozen ‘Can­
non’s T estim ony.’ I t  has caused 
trem endous in te re s t in  m y shop 
and I  have already sold 36 copies. 
W orkers  who are prepared to ^ a y  
1 s h illin g  fo r  a pam phlet are in ­
terested enough to  read i t . ”

F rom  a s tuden t: “ ? cannot say 
how impressed I  am w ith  the is ­
sue, w h ich am ounts to  a "T ro t­
s k y is t M an ifes to  1940’ jn  im p o r­
tance. The whole o f socialism  is  
in its  few  pages, and so concise 
and clear, th a t indeed you could 
use i t  as a P rim e r fo r  newcomers 
to  the  movement...”

Copies o f the  U n ited  States 
ed itipn  o f th is  im p o rta n t pam ph­
le t, toge ther w ith  a companion 
pam phlet, “ In  Defense o f Social­
ism ,”  concluding speech a t the 
t r ia l  by  the defendant and ch ie f 
defense counsel, A lb e r t  Goldman, 
are on sale fro m  P ioneer P ub lish­
ers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  PI., New 
Y o rk  C ity . The price o f these 
pam phlets is  10 cents each.

sive de te rio ra tion  in  the s itua tion  
and weakening Ind ia 's  w illpow e r 
to resist aggression.

The Congress w i l l  then be re ­
lu c ta n tly  compelled to u tiliz e  all 
the nonv io lent streng th  i t  has 
gathered since 1920 when i t  adopt­
ed nonviolence as pa rt of its  po l­
ic y  and fo r  the v in d ica tion  of its  
p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  and liberties.

Such a widespread struggle 
w ould be in e v ita b ly  under the 
leadership o f Mohandas K . Gan­
dhi.

As the issues raised are of the 
most v ita l and far-reaching im ­
portance to the people of Ind ia  
as w e ll as to the peoples of the 
United Nations, the w o rk ing  com­
m ittee  w i l l  re fe r them to the  A ll- 
In d ia  Congress Committee fo r 
fina l decision.

T w o slogans were especially popu lar among the veterans. 
They painted them  crudely on signs and on the fre ig h t cars 
and ja lop ies. “ Heroes o f 1917 —  Bums o f 1932.”  “ We F oug h t 
fo r  Democracy —  W hat D id W e Get.”

The slogans- caught on w ith  the g re a t crowds who came
to cheer on the veterans in every c ity  and ham let. U nde r pop­
u la r pressure c ity  au tho ritie s  welcomed the vets, fed them  and 
housed them , and made money collections to  help speed them  
on.

General Pelham D. G lassford, C h ief o f Police o f W ashing­
ton, la te r w ro te : “ some members o f the w ea lthy  classes th ro u g h ­
ou t the na tion  looked upon the occupation o f the na tion ’s cap ita l 
•as a revo lu tiona ry  action.”

N egro veterans were conspicuously active in m any o f the 
contingents. T h a t new w inds were b low ing  was c lear when 
Negroes a rrived  side by side w ith  w h ites in some o f the South­
ern contingents and lived side by  side w ith  them  in the shacks
in  W ashington.

*  *  *

Perhaps the m ost s ig n ifica n t fa c t about the Bonus A rm y  
is th a t a ll governm ent a ttem pts  to  ge t i t  to  leave W ash ing ton 
fa iled . In  the end on ly  naked force  could d rive  ou t the veterans. 
They had come to ge t Congress to  vote im m ediate paym ent o f 
the A d justed Service C e rtifica te  (issued in  1924 b u t payable 
in  1945, g ra n tin g  $1 a day fo r  service a t home and $1.25 fo r  
overseas service.) On J u ly  16 Congress adjourned a t m idn igh t, 
the Senators and Representatives sneaking ou t side doors and 
flee ing  the c ity , in  fea r o f the veterans. Now, said the a u th o r­
ities , the veterans should a ll leave. Before ad journ ing , Congress 
had voted $100,000 fo r  fa res to  re tu rn  veterans to  th e ir  homes. 
B u t m ost o f the veterans would n o t leave. M any had no homes 
to re tu rn  to, the  re s t would n o t re tu rn  em pty-handed. The c ry  
w en t up fo r  a special session o f Congress. In  any event the 
veterans would n o t leave W ashington.

How  rem arkab le was the persistence o f, the  veterans can 
on ly be appreciated in  the l ig h t  o f th e ir  tre a tm e n t d u rin g  th e ir  
s tay  in  W ashington.

The spontaneity  which had created the m arch proved in ­
adequate to create a leadership fro m  the ranks s trong  and able 
enough to  c a rry  on in  W ash ing ton in the  same s p ir it  th a t had 
carried  them  across the country . P o lit ic a lly  inexperienced, p i t i ­
f u l ly  t ru s t fu l o f  “ friends ,”  the vets found  themselves opera ting  
under a leadership imposed on them , and w hich betrayed them  
a t every po in t.

Police C h ie f G lassford played a very  s k il lfu l game. He <?>

W orkers’
F orum

Makes A 
Good P o in t
E d ito r;

A  news s to ry  in  the J u ly  11 
M IL IT A N T , en titled  “ 24,000 Fac­
tories To Be S hut Down, Says 
W P B ,”  co rre c tly  po in ts  ou t th a t 
w h ile  the  cap ita lis ts  are p rom is­
in g  a be tte r w o rld  fo r  the mass­
es a f te r  the w a r, the y  are t ig h t ­
en ing th e ir  m onopoly g r ip  on 
production d u rin g  the  w a r. The 
a rtic le  concluded by say ing :

“ The fac ts  are th a t  a fte r  the 
w a r the same forces whose dom­
in a tio n  o f the productive forces 
before the w a r prevented the 
w orkers fro m  ach iev ing security , 
w i l l  be in  even s tronger con tro l 
than before.”

T h is  fo rm u la tio n  I  consider to 
be inadequate and the re fo re  in ­
correct. F o r i t  fa ils  to  take in to  
consideration a ve ry  im p o rta n t 
fa c to r —  the p ro b a b ility  o r  a t 
least s trong  p o s s ib ility  th a t the 
ca p ita lis ts ’ p lans w i l l  be upset by 
the w orkers  in te rve n in g  and es­
ta b lish in g  a W orke rs ’ and F a r­
m ers’ G overnm ent th a t w i l l  ac­
tu a lly  b r in g  secu rity  to  the mass­
es.

I t  is inexcusable, I  believe, fo r  
a paper whose perspective is so­
cia lism  to  overlook th is  a ll- im ­
p o rta n t fa c to r even in  a com ­
pa ra tive ly  m in o r a rtic le .

P. B.
New Y o rk  C ity  

(P. B. is absolutely correct.—  
T H E  E D IT O R .)

In te resting  
News Item
E d ito r:

A s one o f yo u r readers I  have 
a lw ays adm ired the  consistent 
w ay you have tr ie d  to  expose 
the v ile  methods and practices o f 
the S ta lin ites , especially those in  
the U n ited  E le c tr ica l, Radio and 
M achine W orkers, CIO.

H ow  you overlooked the ju ic y  
item  in  the  H era ld -T ribune , w h ich 
I  am enclosing, is beyond me. . .

I  know  these babies fro m  ex­
perience and a l i t t le  p u b lic ity  on 
th is  m a tte r would serve to  show 
to  the members w h a t k ind o f 
leadership we have in  the union.

A n  E. W . B liss W orke r
New Y o rk  C ity

(The H era ld -T ribune  news item  
enclosed by the above corre­
spondent reports  in  a Ju ly  3 A P  
dispatch from  P ittsb u rg h  th a t 
Local 615 o f the U E  has fiie d  
s u it aga ins t the un ion’s in te r ­
na tiona l officers, “ cha rg ing  v io ­
la tio n  o f autonom y provided in 
the loca l’s ch a rte r”  and accus­
in g  in te rn a tio n a l representative 
Fred H aug o f having " i lle g a lly  
negotiated a wage con trac t w ith  
the P ittsb u rg h  E qu itab le  M eter 
Company and prevented the local 
un ion ’s com m ittee fro m  p a r t ic i­
pa tin g  in  the  nego tia tions.”  . .

A ccord ing to  the dispatch; s ig n ­
in g  o f the con tract, te rm s o f 
which were no t disclosed, ended 
a fou r-day  s tr ik e  called by Local 
615 in  pro test aga inst the com­
pany’s delay in  ne go tia tin g  a new 
pact w ith  the  local. “ The s u it 
also named the m eter company 
as co-defendant, cha rg ing  i t  con­
spired ‘u n la w fu lly , fra u d u le n tly  
and c landestine ly ’ w ith  the in ­
te rna tion a l officers to  deprive the 
local m em bership o f ba rga in ing  
r ig h ts .”

T H E  M IL IT A N T  does no t have 
any o ther in fo rm a tio n  about the 
Local 615 su it, and has no t been 
able to  check on the accuracy o f 
th is  d ispatch. —  T H E  E D IT O R .)

IN  H AR LEM

The Militant
is on sale at the  
southeast co rner 
o f 12 5 th  Street 

and Lenox Avenue

announced th a t he had accepted resp on s ib ility  fo r  seeing th a t 
the B. E. F . was fed and housed —  and appointed h im se lf the  
A rm y ’s S ecre tary-T reasurer. L ikew ise  he appointed one W . 
W aters, fro m  P ortland , Oregon, as Com m ander-in-C h ief o f t lie  
B. E. F. W hether W aters  and s im ila r  “ leaders”  were F B I agents 
to begin w ith , o r whether G lassford corrup ted  them, they were 
his agents.

In  con tro l o f the B. E, F. leadership, G lassford was also 
successful in  his plan to g e t the  veterans aw ay fro m  the c ity  
proper. W ith  the b a it o f some ten ts  and fie ld  k itchens he sat 
up in  A nacostia F la ts , G lassford had W aters o rder the men to  
go there. Between W ash ing ton and Anacostia  was the  r iv e r  
and drawbridges, wh ich could be ra ised to  p reven t t lie  men fro m  
go ing to  the  C apito l. O n ly  a fe w  contingents refused to  go to  
A nacostia and they set th e ir  shacks up on Pennsylvania Avenue, 
the m ain a r te ry  o f the c ity .

N e x t G lassford raised the Red Scare to  d iv ide the veterans. 
On M ay 28 he announced: “ Com m unist-led veterans are to  be 
separated fro m  lo ya l veterans.”  The G lassfo rd -W aters d ic ta to r­
ship set up a system o f M il i ta ry  Police a t Anacostia . W hoever 
asked fo r  a dem ocratic vo te  to  elect leaders o r de term ine p o li­
cies became a Red, seized and beaten by the M. P .’s and d riven  
fro m  camp. One day dynam ite  was a lleged ly found  and became 
an added excuse fo r  the  d ic ta to rsh ip .

Food and she lte r were de libe ra te ly  sabotaged by G lassford 
and h is agents. O ffe rs  o f fa rm e rs ’ groups to  send food were 
ignored, the food-collections were k e p t down to s ta rva tion -leve l,

' sums donated by  sym path izers were n o t used fo r  feed ing  the  
men, etc. F o r ten weeks m any o f the men s lep t on the  ground. 
T h e ir a ttem pts  to  bu ild  beds and m ore perm anent shacks were 
discouraged by the M . P .’s on one p re te x t o r  another.

The men had come to  dem onstrate to  Congress. B u t the 
on ly  dem onstra tion the W aters leadership called was a p a tr io t ic  
parade on the evening o f June 7. A  C a lifo rn ia  con tingen t w h ich 
broke aw ay fro m  W aters  organized a Death W atch fro m  J u ly  
11 t o ’ the  ad journm ent o f Congress on J u ly  16 —  a 24-hour-a- 
day p icke t line  —  and th is  was the  on ly  organized vete rans’ 
g roup a t the  C ap ito l th ro u g h o u t the M arch. Instead o f dem­
onstra tions, W aters  kep t the men a t Anacostia , o ffe r in g  them  
vaudeville  shows, com m un ity  songs, etc. —  a n y th in g  except w h a t 
they had come to  W ash ing ton to  do.

Yet, despite a l l these te rr ib le  handicaps, the  men stood firm . 
N e ith e r pa id fares, n o r prom ises o f jobs th rough  governm ent 
agencies elsewhere, no r th rea ts , n o r the te rr ib le  l iv in g  conditions 
a t Anacostia , no r the dem ora liz ing  ro le  o f the W aters  leader­
s h ip '—  no th in g  could make the veterans leave W ashing ton.

I t  was la te r said th a t Hoover and M a c A rth u r had made a 
“ b lunder”  in  us ing troops to  smash the B. E. F. I f  by  “ b lunder”  
is m eant th a t they could have dispersed the Bonus A rm y  w ith ­
out troops, th a t is ex trem e ly  doub tfu l. The 20,000 men who re ­
m ained in W ash ing ton on J u ly  28 (abou t 10,000 others had le f t  
by then) were desperate men. They were c h ild like  p o lit ic a lly , 
b u t one th in g  they knew  —  they would no t leave W ash ing ton 
u n t il Congress had voted im m edia te paym ent o f th e ir  back- 
wages.

Even more im p o rta n t, the presence o f the Bonus A rm y  in  
W ashington constitu ted a po w e rfu l a ttra c tio n  to  the  unemployed 
th roughou t the na tion . The W aters  leadership successfully re* 
sisted a ll a ttem p ts  to lin k  the bonus demand w ith  the general 
demands o f the unemployed fo r  jobs and adequate re lie f  bu t, 
as anyone connected w ith  the unemployed m ovem ent then  w i l l  
reca ll, the unemployed looked upon the Bonus A rm y  as th e ir  ad­
vance-guard. D u rin g  the tw e lve  days between the  ad journm ent 
o f Congress and the  crush ing  o f the Bonus A rm y , the W ash ing­
ton press published reports , no t on ly  o f add itiona l veterans’ con­
ting en ts  on the way to  W ashing ton, b u t also o f groups o f un ­
employed non-veterans who were m arch ing  on W ash ing ton. Had 
the Bonus A rm y  stayed on, i t  is very lik e ly  th a t i t  would have 
become the core o f a vas t a rm y o f the unemployed occupying 
the cap ita l.

Hence by the end o f J u ly  the federa l au tho ritie s  decided they 
dared w a it no longer. The T reasu ry  D epartm ent, w h ich owned 
the p ro p e rty  a t Pennsylvania and T h ird , ordered the  police to  
remove the veterans fro m  the p rope rty . In  the a tte m p t to  do 
so, the police k ille d  B i l l  Hushka and E r ic  Carlson. U nde r th# 
p re te x t th a t the  police were no lo n g e r able to  m a in ta in  order, 
troops were called out. General M a c A rth u r considered the task 
o f d r iv in g  the veterans ou t so im p o rta n t th a t he —  the top* 
ra n k in g  fig u re  o f the  a rm y ! —  pe rsona lly  led the  troops.

A fte rw a rd s , am id the  un ive rsa l o u tc ry  aga ins t the govern­
m ent violence, Police C h ie f G lassford, re fu s in g  to  be made the 
scapegoat, w ro te :

“ I t  has been the cla im  o f the A d m in is tra tio n  th a t the use 
o f troops was the re su lt o f a spontaneous emergency w h ich  arose 
on ly  a fte r  the police o f W ash ing ton had lo s t con tro l o f the 
s itua tion .

“ T h a t is fa r  fro m  being the fa c t. I t  can be proved. . . th a t 
troops were in  t ra in in g  as ea rly  as June fo r  ju s t  such a c lim a x ; 
th a t both office rs and men a t A rm y  and M arine  posts ad jacent 
to W ashington were be ing held in  readiness w ith o u t leave fo r  a 
long period. . . I t  can be shown th a t these troops were rece iv­
in g  special t ra in in g  in  the  use o f te a r gas and in  maneuvers 
inc iden t to  d ispers ing crowds. , .

‘T h e  on ly  reason evacuation a t Pennsylvania and T h ird  on 
the 28th was insisted on by the  A d m in is tra tio n  was because the 
G overnm ent expected some d isorder to  resu lt. I t  needed th is  to  
g ive an appearance o f ju s tice  fo r  the  po licy on w h ich i t  had 
decided. The G overnm ent assumed the  ro le  o f agent provoca­
te u r unprecedented in  th is  cou n try .”  (N . Y . A m erican , Nov. 
5, 1932.)

H ow  deeply th e  cou n try  resented the  tre a tm e n t o f the  B. 
E. F . was ind ica ted when General M a c A rth u r was booed o f f  the 
p la tfo rm  a t the  A m erican  Legion Convention a t P ortland , O re­
gon, in  the fa l l  o f 1932.

W hen i t  was announced th a t  M a rA r th u r  would lead Roose­
v e lt ’s inaugura l parade, pro tests poured in to  W ash ing ton in  such 
volum e th a t  secret service agents took e x tra o rd in a ry  precau­
tions, fe a rin g  an a tte m p t on M a c A rth u r ’s life . Roosevelt in s is t­
ed on backing M a c A rth u r, who n o t on ly  led the  parade, bu t 
served ou t h is 'te rm  as C h ie f o f S ta ff.  . . In  t jie  end, in  sp ite  
o f Roosevelt’s veto, im m edia te paym ent o f the A d justed  Service 
C ertifica te  was voted by Congress and the issue was ended. . . 
Today p u b lic ity  has p u t a ha lo o f heroism  around M a c A rth u r.

B u t those s t i l l  l iv in g  o f the 20,000 veterans o f B loody T h u rs ­
day have n o t fo rg o tte n . O ften , in  the  in te rven ing  years, I  have 
run  across such veterans and we have re -lived  th a t day. F o r 
n o t a few  o f them  I t  was the  tu rn in g -p o in t in  th e ir  lives. I  am 
th in k in g  especially o f one o f them  who, fo u r  years la te r, led 
a s it-dow n s tr ike . “ W e learned th e ir  tr ic k s  in  W ashing ton,”  he 
said. “ W hen they tr ie d  to  foo l us in to  go ing ou t o f the  p la n t o r 
le tt in g  them  in , I  remembered the B. E . F . T h a t’s one reason 
w hy we won ou r s tr ik e .”

H e 'and others lik e  h im  drew the lessons o f B loody Thursday. 
A nd they have handed down the  s to ry  to  m illio n s  o f others —  
in c lud in g  many o f the  soldiers now  m arch ing  o f f  to  w ar. W hen 
they t r y  to  make bums ou t o f the  Heroes o f 1942, we sha ll see 
th a t the g re a t ba ttle  o f the “ Heroes o f 1917 —  Bum s o f 1932”  
was no t fo u g h t in  va in .
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Monopolies Discourage 
Better, Cheaper Methods
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m i  "LABOR WITH A WMITB SKIN 
I  h p  CANNOT EMANCIPATE IT SKIN 
A  I I  C  WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK 

SKIN IS BRANDED* — KARL 
MARX

Negro Struggle
: By A lb e rt P a rke r ¡

Randolph's Petition Campaign

We Support The 
Struggle Of China--2

- - — !=■ By M. MQRRISON ■■ ■ ■" —

E ver since A. P h ilip  Randolph 
revived the March-on-W ashing­
ton movement ea rly  in  the 
spring, we —  and the Negro 
masses —  have been asking: 
“ W hat does Randolph propose 
the Negro people should do now? 
W e fu l ly  endorse the m a jo r ob- 
ective o f the movement, which 
can be stated b r ie f ly  as the abo­
l i t io n  o f J im  Crowism  every­
where. B u t how sha ll we go 
about ach ieving it? ”

A t  f irs t Randolph fo rm ula ted 
tw o steps. One was to  hold mass 
m eetings in  key cities. T h is  was 
carried  th rough on a la rge scale 
in  New Y ork  and Chicago: and 
i t  appears th a t the m eeting in  
W ashington, D. C., to be held 
In  August, w jU also be s trong ly  
attended.

The o ther step th a t Randolph 
proposed was a conference be­
tween N egro  leaders and Roose­
v e lt to  “ have a fra n k , candid 
and p la in  ta lk . . . about the. 
whole s itu a tio n .”

On several occasions since 
then th is  colum n has c ritic ized  
Randolph and the o ffic ia l lead­
ersh ip  o f the Marcii-on-Washing- 
ton  movement on precisely th is  
po in t. I t  is not tha t we oppose 
the  ho ld ing of such a confer­
ence. No. fo r we hold the po in t 
o f v iew  th a t Randolph h im se lf 
expressed on th is  question a 
year ago when he was organiz­
in g  the movement: “ E v iden tly , 
the  regular, norm al and respect­
able method of conferences and 
petitions, w h ile  proper, and 
ought to be continued as condi­
tions  w a rran t, ce rta in ly  don’t 
w o rk . They don’t  do the job.”

We have continued to  ham m er 
away at th is  question —  and we 
have heard through a m utua l 
fr ie n d  th a t Randolph and some 
o f h is  associates are qu ite  put 
ou t a t us because w h ile  we keep 
advocating support fo r  the 
M arch-on-W ashington movement, 
we also keep stressing the  fact 
th a t  its  se lf appointed leaders 
don ’t  have an adequate program 
to  o ffe r the Negro masses. Ran­
dolph has never attem pted to 
p u b lic ly  answer our c r it ic is m — 
and lias tr ie d  to dism iss us as 
u n w o rth y  of an answer because 
we are a sm all group th a t does 
no t have much in fluence among 
the  Negro masses.

B u t Randolph knows that, we 
have on ly been expressing the 
though ts  o f the N egro  masses 
—  who come to  the M arch-on- 
W ashington movem ent in  such 
g re a t num bers on ly because 
they th in k  i t  is  d iffe re n t from  
the o ther N egro  movements, be­
cause they th in k  i t  in tends to  
p u t up a m il ita n t f ig h t  aga inst 
J im  Crow.

So Randolph has fe lt  i t  neces­
sary  to  come ou t w ith  some­
th in g  add itiona l. And w hat does 
he propose now? A  pe tition  
cam paign.

T h is  pe tition  is addressed to 
Roosevelt and i t  calls upon h im  
to  issue an executive order as 
a  w a rtim e  measure to  abolish 
rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  “ in  every 
ham let, v illage, town and c ity  
w ith in  the confines o f the United 
States and its  te rr ito r ie s : and 
in  the A rm y, Navy, A ir  Corps. 
M arines, defense industries  and 
every departm ent o f the  govern­
m ent —  c ity , state and federal.”

The aim, says Randolph, is to 
secure 5,000,000 signatures from  
“ every president and educator of 
the colleges and un ivers ities, 
lead ing preachers, trade un ion 
heads, captains of businesses, 
senators, congressmen, govern­
ors, mayors, state legislators, 
c ity  councilm en —  together w ith  
the ra n k  and file  masses, Negro 
and w h ite .”

We connot say offhand w hat 
the reaction of the Negro masses 
w i l l  be to th is  new item  on Ran­
do lph ’s “ program ”  —  bu t we do 
know  w hat our own reaction is 
to  it .

So fa r  as we are concerned, 
pe tition s  fa l l  in to  the  same ca­
teg o ry  as conferences w ith  the 
president. In  and o f its e lf, such 
a pe titio n  can’t, do any harm . 
B u t ne ithe r w ill i t ,  under the 
present conditions, do much 
good.

W hat, a fte r  a ll, w i l l  i t  accom­
p lish?  W ill i t  te ll P resident 
Roosevelt and the  ru lin g  class 
an y th in g  they don’t  a lready 
know? Doesn’t  the  governm ent 
know  th a t the  N egro  people 
w a n t th e ir  r ig h ts  as citizens? 
Hasn’t  i t  conducted secret su r­
veys and found th is  ou t —  
found i t  ou t so de fin ite ly  th a t

i t  has suppressed the resu lts  o f 
the surveys?

W ill i t  prove th a t 5,000,000 
people are in  favo r of equa lity  
fo r  the Negroes? B u t the govern­
ment already knows tha t 13,000,- 
000 Negroes are in  favo r o f it ,  
and th a t the great m a jo r ity  of 
the organized labor movement, 
representing w h ite  and Negro 
workers, also has passed resolu­
tions to th is  effect.

W ill i t  g ive added s treng th  to 
the argum ents of Randolph 
when he fin a lly  secures his con­
ference w ith  the president? We 
doubt it ,  because the president 
already knows th a t many m il­
lions of people support the de­
mands th a t Randolph has raised. 
Lhs t ye jtr when Randolph and 
his colleagues m e t w ith  Roose­
ve lt, th e ir  request fo r  an  execu­
tiv e  order was strengthened fo r  
the Negro people were p lann ing 
a M arch on W ashington to d ra­
matize th e ir  grievances, and the 
ad m in is tra tio n  wanted to  have 
i t  called off. B u t Roosevelt w i l l  
no t be g re a tly  affected by pe ti­
tions, not even 5,000,000 o f them, 
because a ll he has to do is te ll 
h is  secretary to f ile  them  in  a 
waste basket.

I f  th is  is the reason w hy 
Randolph wants the  pe tition  
cam paign, then no t on ly w i l l  i t  
be in e ffec tive , b u t i t  also shows 
how l i t t le  confidence he places 
in  his o ther proposal fo r  a con­
ference w ith  Roosevelt.

Now, pe titions can sometimes 
be qu ite  effective —  when they 
are intended as a supplem ent to 
action, as a fo rm a l expression of 
protest added to o ther actions of 
protest. F o r example, a pe tition  
can be effective sometimes when 
w orkers in  a p lan t get together 
and sign i t  to  n o t ify  the em­
ployer th a t i f  he doesn’t  g ra n t 
them  whatever i t  is  they want, 
they w i l l  s tr ik e  o r take some 
o ther action. Then the pe tition  
am ounts to more than a piece 
of paper te ll in g  the boss tha t 
they w an t something, i t  becomes 
a w a rn in g  to b in t th a t i f  they 
don’t  get th e ir  demands justified , 
they w i l l  take o ther steps tha t 
he w i l l  l ik e  even less than a 
pe tition .

S im ila r ly , petitlop. campaigns 
can sometimes be qu ite  ha rm fu l 
to a movement. T ha t is when 
they are used as a substitu te  1or 
other actions, when they are of­
fered as som ething to occupy the 
m inds and ac tiv itie s  o f the  rank 
and file  o f a movement and get 
th e ir  a tten tion  away from  other 
and- much be tte r means of p ro­
test, when they are offered as 
som ething to “ keep the members 
busy”  so th a t they won’t  ask 
th e ir  leaders to take other steps 
to achieve the objectives of 
th e ir  organization.

W e s tro n g ly  suspect th a t 
Randolph’s m otive  in  launching 
the present p e tit io n  cam paign 
fa lls  in th a t la s t category. Ran­
dolph, who has had long  expe ri­
ence in  the  la bo r movement, 
knows the t ru th  o f  eve ry th ing  
said above about the  value o f 
pe titions. F u rthe rm ore , he has 
fa iled  to  o f fe r  a p rogram  fo r  
mass action and pressure 
aga inst J im  Crow. F o r these 
reasons we cannot w o rk  up very 
much in te re s t in  the  pe tition .

Except to say: Le t there he
no illus ions. 5,000,000 or even 
15,000,000 signatures to a pe ti­
t io n  are no t go ing to change the 
conditions o f the  Negro people. 
O nly an a ll-ou t f ig h t against Jim  
Crow and the system th a t breeds 
i t  and the forces who defend i t  
w i l l  advance the Negro struggle.

Randolph knows th is  too. B ut 
he is to rn  by contrad ictions. On 
the one hand he wapts to be the 
leader of the Negro people in  
th e ir  strugg le fo r  equal righ ts . 
On the o ther hand he is an all- 
ou t supporter o f the w ar and 
the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion . 
T h is  accounts fo r  the s ta rtlin g  
difference between h is  m ilita n t 
words and his lack of a figh ting  
program .

B u t the  Negro masses cannot 
a ffo rd  to  s it  back and w a it 
w h ile  Randolph grapples w ith  
his contrad ic tions. They m ust 
go fo rw a rd , seize the  oppo rtu ­
n itie s  th a t  ex is t —  bu ild  a pow­
e rfu l, m ilita n t,  dem ocratic o r ­
ganization —  create an a lliance 
w ith  th e ir  n a tu ra l a llies, the la ­
bor movem ent —  challenge the 
p o lit ic a l power o f th e ir  enemies 
and help tp  create the W o rk ­
ers’ and F arm ers ’ Governm ent 
th a t alone w i l l  open a new li fe  
o f brotherhood, secu rity  and 
peace.

Telegraph Combines 
Hide Inventions to 
Cut Time and Costs 
Of Wiring Messages

B y A . R O LA N D

The capitalists and their 
ideologists have always jus ti­
fied the system of private own­
ership of the means of produc­
tion on the ground that it as­
sures industrial progress. Year 
in and year out this line has 
been propagated u n t il the  the 
cap ita lis ts  themselves began to 
believe the re  m ust be som ething 
to  it .

The w a r is p ro v in g  da ily  th a t 
th is  idea is ju s t  a le ft-o v e r fro m  
the e a rly  days o f sm all-scale en­
te rp rise  w h e n  
com petition  ex­
isted in  its  p r is ­
t in e  fo rm s. B ig  
scale m onopoly 
c a p i t a l -  
ism  brough t in 
its  t ra in  indus­
t r ia l  decay. The 
enormous i n ­
vestm ents i  n 
machines a n d  
equipm ent in  the  re a lly  b ig  
p lants, made the cap ita lis ts  w a ry  
when i t  came to  changes. A  
new pa ten t m ig h t mean the scrap 
p ing  o f m illio n s  o f do lla rs o f ob- 
soleted m achinery. M onopoly ca­
p ita lis m  the re fo re  fo u ik l i t  neces­
sa ry  to  f in d  w ays and means to 
p ro tec t its  investm ents against 
in it ia t iv e  and progress.

Progress consists n o t on ly  in  
changes o f methods and im p ro v ­
ed and m ore e ffic ie n t processes, 
b u t also in  the extension o f in ­
d u s try  so th a t the  good th in gs  
o f l i fe  become availab le  to  m ore 
and m ore people. Here again b ig  
finance stood in  the w ay o f p ro g ­
ress. The m otive  o f business u n ­
der th is  system is  p ro fit. The 
best ra te  o f p ro fit  and the g re a t­
est absolute p ro fits  could be ob­
tained by re s tr ic t in g  the  m arke t 
a t some p o in t ra th e r than  ex­
pand ing i t  in de fin ite ly . I t  has be­
come a commonplace th a t cap­
ita lis m  has reached the stage 
where i t  is  capable o f supply ing , 
techn ica lly  speaking, an abund­
ance o f goods fo r  a ll. Y e t every 
m an in  the  s tree t knows th a t  no t 
on ly  is the re  no abundance fo r  
a ll, the re  is ha rd ly  enough in  
m any ways.

The governm ent o f the ca p ita l­
is ts  has always connived to  aid 
b ig  business in  a ll its  desires. 
One would have to  be v e ry  naive 
indeed to  believe th a t the gov­
ernm ent has no t been aware o f 
the  methods used by the  tru s ts  
to  ham per in it ia t iv e  and to  re ­
s t r ic t  production. I t  is a hypocri­
t ic a l and g u ilty  conscience th a t 
speaks now o f the a im  o f the  w a r 
in  te rm s o f p le n ty  fo r  a ll a fte r  
i t  is  over. The po litic ian s  m ere­
ly  recognize in  th is  th a t the mass­
es have no good cause to  make 
them  enthusiastic  to  f ig h t  the 
w ar. Since men f ig h t  be tte r when 
the y  believe in  an idea fo r  which 
they f ig h t ,  the  governm ent tr ie s  
to supply such an idea in  the 
fo rm  o f a prom ise. The masses 
rem a in  unim pressed by  such a 
prom ise, p a r tic u la r ly  when they  
see how l i t t le  the  w a r is a ffe c t­
in g  the p ro fits  o f b ig  business.
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stand th a t th is  Is s t i l l  a democ­
racy. Labor understands i t  has 
the r ig h t  to go a fte r wage in ­
creases and nobody has said tha t 
the w orkers m ust accept wage 
rates th a t somebody else nego­
tia tes fo r  them .”

On the eve of the decision, M u r­
ray  threatened to  call fo r  a refe­
rendum  vote of the U n ited Steel 
W orkers on the issue. B u t a fte r 
a conference w ith  Roosevelt, M u r­
ray agreed to accept the W LB  po l­
icy.

The fo u r labor members of the 
W LB  voted against the wage de­
cision. Thomas Kennedy, Sec­
retary-Treasurer" o f the U n ited 
M ine W orkers and a W L B  mem­
ber, stated th a t “ the decision s ty­
mies co llective ba rga in ing and re ­
s tr ic ts  i t  to the employers’ in te r­
p re ta tion  of the W L B  fo rm u la .”  
The o ffic ia l statem ent of the fou r 
W LB  labor members declared: 
"The wage ru l in g  s truck  a heavy 
blow at the foundations o f col­
lective barga in ing .”

IN  R E T U R N  FO R 
A N  E M P T Y  P R O M IS E

B u t despite the statem ent of 
the labor members o f the Board, 
and in  spite of M u rra y ’s threats 
to tu rn  down the decision, M u r­
ray. a fte r h is  m eeting w ith  Roo­
sevelt, pushed th rough  a unan im ­
ous vote a t the U n ited  Steel W ork ­
ers P o licy Committee session to 
accept the decision. The state­
m ent o f the Committee said: “ We

The governm ent is  fo llo w in g  the 
old road o f m ak ing  the  rich  r ic h ­
e r and the  poor poorer.

P R IV A T E  IN IT IA T IV E  A N D  
T H E  N E E D S  O F T H E  W A R

S t il l the  governm ent is up 
aga inst the problem  o f producing 
w a r goods on the m ost g iga n tic  
scale eyer undertaken. I t  is the re ­
fo re  forced to  in tervene more 
and m ore ac tive ly  in  m any s it ­
uations where the pas t practices 
o f business have tended to  hold 
back in du s try . T h is  is p a rtic u la r­
ly  tru e  o f the pa ten t s itua tion . 
E ve ry  b ig  en terprise  has made i t  
the  practice to buy o r steal pa t­
ents w h ich endangered its  inves t­
m ents and to  p u t them  on the 
she lf unused. T h is  conn iv ing  has 
now come home to  roost. The 
whole pa ten t s itua tion  has been 
shoved ou t in to  the  open fo r  an

a ir in g . N o t a week passes w ith ­
ou t some new reve la tion  concern­
in g  the an ti-soc ia l hand ling  by 
the tru s ts  o f pa tents in vo lv ing  
b ig  im provem ents.

Recently there was the s itu a ­
tio n  created by  the  in te rna tiona l 
carte ls  in  th e ir  e ffo r ts  to  d iv ide 
w o rld  m arke ts  by  agreements. 
Here we f in d  Standard O il re ­
s tr ic t in g  the  use o f methods o f 
m aking  syn the tic  rubbe r in  th is  
cou n try  in  order to  a id  the m on­
opo liz ing  o f th is  f ie ld  by its  G er­
man a ffilia te .

T h is week’s “ scandal”  involves 
the  com m unications tru s t,  p a r t i­
c u la r ly  the te legraph  m onopoly 
o f W estern U n ion  and Postal 
Telegraph. I f  we m ention th is  
case i t  is  on ly  because i t  is  the 
m ost recent. B u t i t  is  also ab­
so lu te ly  ty p ic a l o f w h a t is go ing 
on in  every fie ld . The govern­
m en t need on ly  investiga te  its  
own Patents O ffice to  find  out 
some o f the tru th  in  th is  respect.

M A IN T A IN IN G  B A C K W A R D  
S T A T E  OF P R O D U C TIO N
... B u t  such investiga tions are 
made o n ly  when the  s itu a tio n  
becomes ex trem e ly  c r it ic a l in  re ­
la tion  to  the conduct o f the  w ar. 
T h a t is ju s t  w h a t has happened 
w ith  the system o f te legraphy. 
T h is  system has been kep t in  the 
m ost backward state by the 
tru s ts  w h ich con tro l i t  —  w ith  
the d irec t aid o f the  governm ent. 
The inventions in  the  hands o f 
th is  t ru s t  fo r  a num ber o f years, 
owned by the companies involved 
fo r  the  purpose o f keeping them  
ou t o f use, would enable the 
sending o f messages much fa s te r 
and a t the same tim e  much 
cheaper.

The press m entions three in ­
ventions ava ilable, f u l ly  develop­
ed, b u t h a rd ly  used a t a l l:  1. Re­
p e rfo ra to r sw itch in g ; 2. Facsim ­
ile  te le g ra phy ; 3. C a rr ie r  c u r­
re n t te legraphy. These processes 
would do aw ay com ple te ly w ith  
the old  slow  and cumbersome 
m ethod o f sending messages le t­
te r  by  le tte r  by m anual opera­
tion . (W e do n o t discuss here

now look toward the President to 
c a rry  through the rem a in ing  por­
tions of the N a tiona l Economic 
Program , such as an effective tax 
program , a real e ffective freezing 
o f prices of goods, rents and other 
item s of cost to the people.”

In  other words, the USW A lead­
ersh ip accepted a decision w h ich 
“ stym ies collective ba rga in ing”  in  
re tu rn  fo r  Roosevelt’s em pty pro­
mise to pu t in to  effect h is  fra u ­
du lent “ equa lity  of sacrifice”  pro­
gram. „

The above quoted statem ent of 
the Steel W orkers P o licy Com m it­
tee conflic ted sha rp ly  w ith  the 
m in o r ity  repo rt of the fo u r labor 
members o f the W LB , who wrote: 
“ The board has acted on the as­
sum ption th a t the cost of l iv in g  
w ill now be stabilized. Obviously 
and incontestably now, th a t means 
a t the expense of the workers. 
To single out the workers fo r such 
d isc rim in a to ry  trea tm ent is  to 
r is k  a serious blow  a t th e ir  mo­
rale.

“ The board is obviously aware 
th a t the Office of . P rice A dm in ­
is tra tio n  has pe rm itted  increases 
in  the price of gasoline, canned 
goods, and o ther commodities, 
w ith  w arn ings th a t fu r th e r price 
increases m ust be an tic ipa ted .”

S TE P  B Y  STEP
B y sacrific ing  the r ig h t  to 

s trike , the top un ion offic ia ls  gave 
the green l ig h t  to  the employers 
and the governm ent to step-up the 
an ti-labor offensive. B y  accepting

G. E. and Power Trust 
Conspire to Restrict 
Wide-Spread Use of 
Fluorescent Lighting

Facts recently revealed show 
that General Electric Company 
and various power companies 
conspired to prevent increased 
use of fluorescent lighting. This 
improved method of lighting 
uses only one-third of the power 
required fo r  the incandescent 
lam ps now m ost w ide ly  used and 
would low er the p ro fits  o f the 
power monopolies.

The power companies placed 
pressure on General E le c tr ic  to 
w ith d ra w  an e x h ib it o f  f lu o re s ­

cent l ig h t in g  a t 
the  New  Y o rk  
W o rld ’s F a ir  in  
1939.

One o f them , 
the B u ffa lo  N i­
agara and E as t­
ern Power Co., 
in  a le tte r  to  
G. E. invoked 
the  “ s p ir it  o f 
the  understand­

in g  th a t ou r g roup  had in  Cleve­
land ”  w h ich  prom ised “ th a t ad­
vances in  the lig h t in g  a r t  should 
no t be a t the  expense o f w a tt ­
age.”

The pressure on G. E. was suc­
cessful in  securing the w ith d ra w ­
a l o f the fluo rescen t lam p e xh i­
b it. I t  was obviously hoped the re ­
by to  keep the in fo rm a tio n  about 
th is  technica l im provem ent fro m  
the people.

A ccord ing  to  the D epartm ent 
o f Justice, the  conspiracy has 
continued to  the  present day. 
The D epartm ent charges th a t 
General E le c tr ic  is t r y in g  to  p re ­
ven t its  com petito r, Hy-G rade 
Sylvania, fro m  m ak ing  add ition ­
a l fluo rescen t lig h tin g .

how the  in tro du c tion  o f new 
methods w h ich  endanger the  jobs 
o f thousands o f w orkers  should 
be handled.)

The facs im ile  m ethod is ve ry  
much on the  o rder o f te levision 
and pe rm its  the transm iss ion o f 
whole newspaper pages in  the 
ve ry  b rie fes t tim e . C a rr ie r te le ­
g raphy  meims th e  m oré e ffec tive  ' 
use o f present sending channels 
since m any messages m ay be sent 
s im u ltaneously over the same 
lines.

The so lu tion fo r  th is  s itua tion  
w i l l  never be seriously  under­
taken by the  present governm ent. 
The Roosevelt reg im e m ay in te r ­
vene here and the re  even to  the 
p o in t o f na tio n a liz in g  a g iven 
c r it ic a l in du s try . B u t th is  is 
m ere ly  w a r pa tch-w ork . No rea l 
so lu tion can be found under the 
p ro fit  system. The n a tion a liz in g  
o f in d u s try  by  the  governm ent 
w ith  re a lly  dem ocratic con tro l by 
the w orkers  engaged in  the  v a r i­
ous industries , would be a p re ­
lim in a ry  step lead ing tow ards a 
rea l so lu tion. The dead hand o f 
m onopoly cap ita lism  would thus 
be to rn  fro m  its  g r ip  on the m ills , 
m ines and fac tories . These could 
then be ru n  according to  a na­
tio n a l p lan w orked ou t by the 
best engineers under the con tro l 
o f a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Gov­
ernm ent.

the W LB  decision in  L i t t le  Steel, 
the CIO and A F L  tops have given 
fu rth e r encouragement to the 
drive  against labo r’s standards.

The un ion o ffic ia ls  began th is  
re trea t w ith  th e ir  endorsement of 
the N ational Derense M edia tion 
Board in  March, 1941. T h is  board 
was created by Roosevelt fo r  the 
express purpose of b reaking the 
1941 s tr ik e  wave w h ich  reached 
its  h igh po in t in  the CIO v ic to ry  
over Ford. M u rra y  had correctly  
characterized th is  board, and a ll 
such boards, as ins trum en ts  to 
“ stop wage increases”  and as “ an­
ti-labor.”  B u t under Roosevelt’s 
pressure he endorsed it .  Forced 
to resign from  the NDM B a fte r 
its  a ttem pt to break the captive 
m ine s trike , M u rra y  together w ith  
the other CIO offic ia ls  in c lud in g  
John L. Lewis, endorsed the  W LB  
in  December 1941. The CIO of­
fic ia ls  knew  then th a t the  W LB  
was m ere ly  a rep lica o f the 
NDM B, w ith  the  same Chairm an 
Davis who had led the a ttack on 
the m iners.

Now th a t the decision has been 
accepted by the C IO  leaders the 
road is paved fo r  fu r th e r  d rastic  
wage contro ls w h ich  w i l l  exact a 
heavy to l l  from  the w orkers ’ l iv ­
in g  conditions. Faced w ith  r is in g  
prices, forced savings, a shortage 
o f consumer goods, the workers 
have been led in to  a b lin d  a lley 
by th e ir  un ion  leadership.

I f  the w orkers are to  defend 
th e ir  hard-won standards, they

Anti-Trotskyist 
Frameup Started 
In Great Britain
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se ling by the employers, long 
hours, low  pay, etc., has led to a 
series of s tr ikes  and the recent 
move by the C h u rch ill governm ent 
estab lish ing a jo in t  board o f mine- 
owners, m iners and governm ent 
representatives to “ con tro l”  the 
in du s try . The M in is te r fo r  Mines, 
D. R. G renfe ll, reported in  the 
House o f Commons on June 2 tha t 
“ d u rin g  the three weeks ending 
M ay 23 there were 815 s trikes in  
the coal in du s try , in vo lv in g  58,- 
000 w orkers.”

P a rt ic u la r ly  exp lo ited are the 
young m iners. Accord ing to the 
M iners Federation, the death rate 
among the youth is  one in  four, 
and thousands o f deaths in  the 
m in in g  d is tr ic ts  can be a ttr ib u t­
ed to disease o r in ju r y  fro m  p it  
w o rk  in  you th. A t  a co llie ry  in  
the Rhondda valley, the average 
wage o f the  p it  boys, do ing prac­
t ic a lly  the w o rk  o f adults, is  2 
pounds, o r about $8 a week. On 
top o f th is  i t  m ust be remembered 
th a t these young w orkers are 
bound to  th e ir  jobs by the  Essen­
t ia l W orks Order, and face e ithe r 
prison and fines o r d ra ftin g  in  the 
a rm y i f  they t r y  to seek better- 
pa id w ork.

And w h ile  the dissatis faction of 
the m iners is  increasing, the 
m ine un ion leaders and the B r i t ­
ish S ta lin is ts  are do ing every­
th in g  possible to  sabotage m ilita n t 
action and to prevent the workers 
from  conducting a strugg le to im ­
prove th e ir  conditions.

I t  is  easy to see from  the June 
issue o f the Appeal, w h ich  surely 
was circu la ted in  the Y orksh ire  
m in in g  area before Ju ly  14, w hy 
H a ll filed his charges. F o r on its  
fro n t page is a s to ry  en titled  
“ M iners’ O ffic ia ls B etray Y o rk ­
sh ire  S trike rs ,”  a pow erfu l in d ic t­
m ent o f the un ion bureacrats fo r 
th e ir  refusa l to cham pion and 
support the demands and strikes 
o f the m iners.

Is  i t  any wonder th a t under 
such conditions the un ion bureau­
crats have “ lost con tro l”  o f the 
members? A nd is i t  no t under­
standable th a t such bureaucrats, 
unable to answer the arguments 
of the Appeal, are t ry in g  to regain 
“ con tro l”  of the members by a 
slanderous charge against the 
publishers and d is tr ib u to rs  o f tha t 
paper?

S T A L IN IS T S  A D D  
T H E IR  H E L P

W hat ro le the B r it is h  S ta lin is ts  
played in  th is  frame-up campaign, 
i t  is im possible to say a t th is  tim e. 
Unquestionably, however, they 
played a t least, as d ir ty  a p a rt as 
was played by th e ir  Am erican 
cousins.

The S ta lin is ts  are a lways on 
the lookout fo r  opportun ities to 
slander and fram eup the m il ita n t 
and re vo lu tio n a ry  opponents o f 
S ta lin ism . I t  is  no exaggeration 
to say th a t they are d irec t authors 
of most o f such slanderous 
charges today.

B u t even when someone else 
l>eats them to the Inven tion  o f a 
slander, the Com m unist P a rty  is 
not above bo rrow ing  and embel­
lis h in g  it .  A  case in  example is 
the a rtic le  on the UP dispatch 
w h ich  was prin ted  in  the A m er­
ican D a ily  W orker of J u ly  16.

The D a ily  W orker rep rin ted 
m ost of the dispatch, in c lud in g  
the section about the paym ent ot 
$40 a week to  Appea l salesmen. 
Most, bu t not a ll. V e ry  d iscreetly, 
i t  le ft  ou t the paragraph in  wh ich 
H a ll “ revealed”  the fac t th a t the 
Socialist Appeal’s “ subversive”  de­
mands amounted to  no th in g  more 
than—w orkers con tro l of produc­
tio n  and un ion con tro l of m il ita ry  
tra in in g .

To H a ll, such a w orkers ’ p ro­
gram  amounts to inc item ent to 
“ sabotage.”  He ev idep tly  is  not 
so experienced a s landerer as the 
S ta lin is ts , who know  w hat to p ick 
and w hat to  leave out.

And w h ile  H a ll, who is  on the 
scene and subject to a ce rta in  a- 
n iount of pressure from  the Y ork­
sh ire  m iners, does no t dare to p ro ­
jec t h is slanders in  any. bu t the 
most round-about fashion, the 
S ta lin is ts  in  th is  cou n try  fee l no 
such re s tra in t. N o t o n ly  do the y  
d is to rt tlxe d ispatch by leaving 
out an im p o rta n t section, b u t they 
go so fa r  as to pu t a t i t le  on the.lr 
s to ry  v in d ic a tin g  the c h a r g e  
w h ich  H a ll d id  no t fee l i t  wise 
to make d ire c tly : “ T ro tsky ites
Caughf W reck ing  B r it is h  M ines.”

F u rth e r details o f th is  fram eup 
w i l l  be reported in  T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  as we receive them  from  
B rita in . Meanwhile, L . Lawrence 
w i l l  soon continue the rep o rt of 
h is  im pressions on B r ita in  today 
w ith  an account of the W IL ’s ac­
tiv it ie s .

w i l l  have to f ig h t fo r  a r is in g  
scale o f wages to keep pace w ith  
the inevitab le  sp ira l in  the cost 
of liv in g . To do th is , the m il ita n t 
w orkers o f the CIO and A F L  m ust 
rec la im  th e ir  basic weapon, the 
r ig h t  to s tr ike . O nly in  th is  way 
can they preserve the great o r­
ganizations the y  have b u ilt  up by 
th e ir  m il ita n t  action, and ca ll a 
h a lt to  the anti-labor offensive of 
the employers and to the cow ard ly 
surrender o f th e ir  r ig h ts  by the 
top un ion  offic ia ldom .

Does our support o f the Ch in­
ese strugg le against Japanese 
im peria lism  ind ica te th a t we 
support a ll colon ia l and semi­
colon ia l na tions against an im ­
p e ria lis t country? N ot in  the 
least. Our support depends upon 
w hether or no t the p a rtic u la r 
s trugg le  is essentia lly one fo r 
the independence of the colon ia l 
na tion  and no t a strugg le in  the 
in terests of a r iv a l im p e ria lis t 
country . Basing ourselves on 
the general p rinc ip le  th a t a w ar 
o f a co lon ia l people against an 
im p e ria lis t oppressor is  p rogres­
sive, we analyze a ll the factors 
invo lved in  a p a rtic u la r strugg le 
to determ ine w hether Us essen­
t ia l character is  fo r  the inde­
pendence of the co lon ia l na tion  
or in  the in te rests o f a r iv a l im ­
pe ria lis t country . T h is  is  the 
on ly  M a rx is t approach to the 
question, fo r  M arx ism  demands 
above a ll an analysis of a ll the 
concrete factors invo lved in  a 
p a rtic u la r phenomenon.

Obviously in  the case of China 
the question w hether to  support 
i t  in  the strugg le  against Jap­
anese im p e ria lism  a t the  present 
tim e  is no t so sim ple a question 
as in  the case o f the  Soviet 
Union. F o r in  the Soviet U n ion 
the one objective fac to r o f na­
tiona lized p rope rty  is the a ll- 
de te rm in ing  fac to r fo r  a M a rx ­
ist. In  any strugg le  between 
the Soviet U n ion and a cap ita l­
is t  coun try  we support the  So­
v ie t Un ion under a ll c ircum ­
stances because in  such a s trug ­
gle a defeat o f the Soviet Un ion 
destroys o r a t least endangers 
the existence of nationalized 
property.

In  the case of China we have 
no such basic c r ite r io n . I t  Is a 
colon ia l cou n try  bu t also a capi­
ta lis t one. Hence the general 
ru le  o f supporting  a colon ia l na­
t io n  fig h tin g  against an im per­
ia lis t  coun try  m ay no t app ly un­
der circumstances where i t  is 
clear th a t the colon ia l na tion  is 
not in  re a lity  fig h tin g  fo r  its  
own independence but; fo r  the 
in te res t of another im p e ria lis t 
nation.

* * *
A  decision to look tipon the 

strugg le o f the Chinese na tion  
against Japanese im p eria lism  its 
p a rt of the im p e ria lis t con flic t, 
and there fore no t to  be support­
ed, is not in  its e lf  a re jection  o r 
m od ifica tion  of revo lu tiona ry  
M a rx is t po licy on the colon ia l 
question, provided one bases h is  
op in ion on the conclusion, a fte r 
an analysis o f a ll the facts, th a t 
the strugg le has become com plet­
e ly subordinated to  the im per­
ia lis t  war. The controversy, i f  
any, would center around the 
alleged facts w h ich  make the 
strugg le  subord inate to the  im ­
p e r ia lis t war.

As I  po in ted ou t la s t week, 
Shachtman in  his a rtic le  on 
China in  the June issuer of New  
In te rn a tio n a l comes to the  gen­
era l conclusion th a t w h ile  an 
im p e ria lis t w a r is rag ing, i t  is 
im perm issib le  to support a co­
lo n ia l o r sem i-colonial na tion  
s tru g g lin g  against an im p e ria lis t 
oppressor. A no ther t h e o r y  
w h ich  he presents as a ju s tifica ­
t io n  fo r  h is  change o f pos ition—  
a theory  also applicable to  the 
Soviet Union —  is  the fo llow ing : 
Because China is  not so in d u ­
s tr ia l ly  developed as the U n ited 
States and m ust get m a te ria l 
a id  from  the U n ited  States, i t  
is  there fore dependent on the 
la tte r  coun try  and its  s trugg le 
is  therefore an im p e ria lis t s trug ­
gle. There is  no t an io ta  of 
M arx ism  in  th is  k in d  o f an ap. 
proach.

P r io r  to Pearl H a rbo r the 
U n ited  States fu rn ished some 
aid to  China. N o t because A m e r­
ican im peria lism  was in terested 
in  the w e lfa re  o f the Chinese 
people b u t because its  own in ­
terests were threatened by a 
Japanese v ic to ry . Sehachtman 
knew  th a t and d id  no t change 
h is  position. Even the  O ehlerites 
perm itted  China to  receive some 
aid from  U. S. im peria lism .

There is no doubt bu t th a t 
a fte r Pearl H a rbo r fa r m ore aid 
was fo rthcom ing  to  China. Per­
haps the  capture of the B urm a 
Road by the  Japanese has re ­
duced the q u a n tity  of arm am ents 
reaching China bu t th a t is  no t 
im portan t. We sha ll assume th a t 
the a id  reaching China from  the 
U n ited  States is fa r  greater now 
than  i t  was p r io r  to  Pearl H a r­
bor. Does the q u a n tity  o f m ate­
r ia l sent to  China by the U n ited 
States change the character of 
the  Chinese con flic t?  To ask 
th a t question is  su ffic ien t to 
show the absu rd ity  o f such a 
contention.

Even p r io r  to the o ffic ia l de­
c la ra tio n  o f war, U. S. av ia tors 
were f ig h tin g  fo r  China. L e t us 
suppose th a t now the re  are m any 
m ore o f them in  China. T h a t of 
course is  a m ore im p o rta n t fac­
to r. B u t no one w ho is  a- rea l­

is tic  M a rx is t w i l l  contend th a t 
g e ttin g  techn ica l help, o r even 
m il ita ry  help th rough specia lly 
tra ined  officers, changes the 
character of the Chinese con­
f lic t .  W hat is im p o rta n t is : who, 
in  the last analysis, is in  con tro l 
o f the armed forces and there­
fo re  in  con tro l of the con flic t?

I f  the Ind ian  na tiona lis ts  had 
accepted the Cripps’ o ffe r and 
gone to  w a r against Japan w ith  
the Ind ia n  arm ies under the con­
t ro l o f B r it is h  im peria lism , In ­
d ia  would n o t be fig h tin g  fo r  its  
independence bu t fo r  B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lism . Thus fa r  no one in  
h is  r ig h t senses can say tha t i t  
is  not the Chinese governm ent 
who con tro ls  the Chinese a r­
m ies and a ll o ther arm ies in  
China. Should the s itua tion  
change and should a su ffic ien t 
num ber o f Am erican troops be 
sent to China and take con tro l 
o f the strugg le  against Japan, 
then we would have to change 
ou r a ttitud e . B u t th is  has not 
happened.

One can say in  fac t th a t C hi­
nese na tio n a lis t fee ling  has 
grown since Pearl H arbor. The 
knowledge th a t U. S. im p e ria l­
ism  is now depending upon 
China to c a rry  on the struggle 
against Japan seems to  have 
strengthened the  independent a t 
titu d e  o f China. A t  any ra te 
there is no evidence whatever 
th a t China has as yet perm itted  
its  s trugg le to become subor­
d inated to the im p e ria lis t war.

Shachtm an pokes fu n  a t Com­
rade W rig h t ’s statem ent in  his 
a rtic le  on China in  the  A p r i l  is­
sue o f F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l to 
the e ffect th a t I t  is the inde­
pendent character o f the Chinese 
strugg le th a t determ ines our a t­
titud e  to it .  W hat o ther general 
c r ite r io n  is  possible? N a tu ra l.y  
in  the present im p e ria lis t epoch 
no strugg le can be e n tire ly  inde­
pendent o f the im p e ria lis t forces 
dom ina ting  the w orld . B u t the 
mere fac t th a t there is an im ­
p e ria lis t w a r rag ing  does no t 
au tom atica lly  create a state of 
complete dependency and sub­
o rd in a tio n  in  tne case o f the  
w a r China is waging against 
Japanese im peria lism . T h q  in ­
dependent character o f the C h i­
nese strugg le means th a t in  case 
of a v ic to ry  over Japan, China 
w i l l  no t be under the po litica l 
yoke of an im p e ria lis t oppressor. 
T ha t U. S. im peria lism  w i l l  gain 
by a v ic to ry  over Japan is  un­
doubtedly true, but th a t is  not 
the question. The im p o rtan t 
question is whether, as > the 
strugg le stands a t present, China 
w i l l  be p o lit ic a lly  (no t economic­
a lly )  independent in  case of a 
v ic to ry  over Japan.

* * *
M ax is ts  do n o t support a ll co­

lo n ia l o r sem i-colonial nations 
p a rtic ip a tin g  in  a w ar against 
an im p e ria lis t oppressor. I t  is 
on ly  when the w a r is  fo r  th e ir  
own independence th a t we sup­
po rt them. On the basis of 
S liachtm an’s general proposi­
tion , he and those who th in k  
lik e  h ira would no t support I n ­
d ia  i f  i t  were to begin a strugg le 
against Great B r ita in  under the 
leadership o f representatives o f 
In d ia n  cap ita lism . M arx is ts  
would support i t  even though 
the Ind ian  governm ent w ould ac­
cept aid from  the Japanese and 
German im peria lis ts .

On the o ther hand i f  the In ­
d ian na tiona lis ts  were to jo in  
Great B r ita in  in  the strugg le 
against Japan, we w ould pot 
support them. Under present 
conditions such a strugg le  would 
no t be one fo r In d ia n  independ­
ence, bu t fo r  the in terests of 
B r it is h  im peria lism .

M arx is ts  do no t support the 
M exican governm ent in  its  w a r 
against Germany because th a t 
w ar was obviously declared by 
v ir tu e  o f the pressure exerted by 
the U n ited States. In  every in ­
stance o f a co lon ia l na tion  p a r­
tic ip a tin g  in  a w a r against an 
im p e ria lis t na tion  M arx is ts  ana­
lyze a ll the  factors involved and 
determ ine th e ir  a tt itu d e  a fte r 
such an analysis and n o t on the 
basis of some general p rinc ip le  
and some log ica l deductions 
from  th a t p rinc ip le .

So then, Shachtm an w i l l  un­
doubtedly poke fun  a t us and 
say: you w i l l  support China a- 
ga in s t Japan, In d ia  aga inst 
Great B r ita in  and you w i l l  have 
three o r fo u r d iffe re n t positions 
w ith  reference to the  w ar. Cor: 
rec t! We sha ll analyze the facts 
in  the case of every coun try  and 
i f  the facts -warrant the conclu­
sion th a t a p a rtic u la r coun try  
is  w ag ing a progressive w a r we 
sha ll support the s trugg le o f th a t 
country. T h a t w i l l  no t give t lie  
u n ifo rm ity  and p u r ity  w h ich 
Shachtman demands, b u t i t  w i l l  
be s tr ic t ly  in  the tra d it io n  of 
M arx ism , a tra d it io n  tenaciously 
adhered to  by a l l  F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona lis ts .

For a Rising Scale of 

Wages to Meet

Rising Living Costs

Expropriate the Trusts! 
Operate the Factories II nder 
Workers’ Control and I n the 
Interests of the Masses!

Steel Workers Denied 
$l-A-DayWage Increase
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JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1 . M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w o rkers, financed 

by the  governm ent, b u t u n ^e r c o n tro l 
o f the  trade  un ions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
training camps, financed by the  gov­
e rnm en t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fte d  in to  the  arm y.

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
fo rces and the  w ar in dustries— Down 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everywhere.

4 . C onfisca tion  o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p ria tio n  o f a ll w ar in dus trie s  and th e ir 
ope ra tion  unde r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a ris in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7 . A n  Independent Labor P a rty  based on 
the  T rade U nions.

8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

How To Win The 
German Workers

Last week's M IL IT A N T  printed an interesting 
letter from an anti-fascist worker in the German 
underground movement. A t least as significant as 
the information that the underground movement 
continues to exist and function even in a Germany 
at war, was the attitude expressed in the conclud­
ing paragraph of the letter, which said:

"To  act now (against the Nazi regime), means 
giving support to British imperialism. This we 
shall never do. As long as the war leaders of the 
democratic countries w ill employ fine phrases, 
rather than fine deeds, we w ill wait until all armies 
collapse —  and they w ill collapse! However, as 
soon as the war w ill be turned into a w'ar for real 
freedom, we w ill act. True, we w ill not make a 
revolution, because we cannot; but we w ill para­
lyze the Nazi war industry much more effective­
ly  than tens of thousands of bombers. For that 
purpose we are organized, prepared —  and wait­
ing.”

We expressed our disagreement with the view 
o f the writer; pointed out that a revolutionary 
struggle against the ruling class in Germany is 
not a struggle on behalf of British imperialists 
who are just as opposed to such a struggle as the 
Nazis; and declared that the German workers 
should strike a blow against their ruling class as 
soon as possible.

The view expressed by the author of this letter 
is quite probably held by a significant section 
of the anti-fascist workers in Germany at the 
present time. And the reason for it, we think, 
is the one briefly referred to in the letter, that 
is, the fear of the German people that “ in the 
event the war is lost, a second Versailles would 
emerge.”

This fear of a new and worse Versailles, we 
have persistently pointed out, is the ¡strongest 
weapon in H itler's arsenal. The German work­
ers hate H itle r and everything he stands for —  
but they hesitate to undertake the struggle to 
overthrow him and to incur the sacrifices that 
such a struggle entails for fear lest their efforts 
result only in the kind of post-war world which 
was forced upon Germany after the overthrow of 
the Kaiser in 1918.

The potency of this fear is revealed both in 
that H itle r’s propaganda plays up the possibility 
o f a new Versailles more than it does any thing 
else, as well as by the fact that i t  confuses and 
restrains the revolutionary struggle of the Ger­
man anti-fascist workers against Hitler.

That the propaganda of the British and Amer­
ican ruling classes cannot inspire any confidence 
in the German anti-fascists is not surprising. 
These workers know that the “ democratic”  im ­
perialists intend to partition Germany and police 
the world for the next hundred years and above 
all that they w ill try  to drown in blood any at­
tempt to establish a Workers’ Government in Ger­
many. The German workers w ill never trust the 
A llied capitalists who helped H itler to obtain 
power.

Another revealing thing shown by this letter is 
that the writer and those anti-fascists associated 
Jwith hint, who also do not want to help British

imperialism, did not feel obliged to discard their 
“ waiting”  attitude in the interests of aiding the 
Soviet Union, which had been at war with Ger­
many for six months when the letter was written.

And for this failure to mobilize German anti­
fascist action against the Nazis while the Soviet 
Union is fighting a life and death struggle, the 
responsibility must be placed on the Stalinist 
bureaucracy in the USSR.

By its policy, first o f white-washing the crimes 
of Hitlerism during the period of the Stalin-11 it- 
ler pact, and now of endorsing the war aims of 
the "democratic”  imperialists, the Stalinist regime 
has deprived the Soviet masses of the aid of anti­
fascist, anti-imperialist forces in Germany who 
are in the best position to paralyze and destroy 
the striking power of the Nazi m ilita ry  machine.

Far from trying to win over the German peo­
ple. the Stalinist bureaucracy is engaged in a 
drive to inoculate the Soviet masses with hatred 
— pure, undistilled and undiscriminating —  of 
everything German, the German masses as well 
as the German ruling class, German culture as 
well as Nazi ideology. Maurice Hindus’ July 9 
dispatch to the N. Y. Herald-Tribune from K u i­
byshev depicts the situation as follows: "1 can­
not imagine,”  he says, after reporting evidences 
of this drive, “ any Russian. . . wanting at the 
end of the war to spend a single drop of blood 
or a single Russian sunflower to help any group 
in Germany to enthrone any kind of new society, 
however Leftist it might be.”

We doubt that Stalin’s attempts to destroy in­
ternationalism among the Soviet masses have had 
the success Hindus attributes to them. But that 
they have important results was shown only last 
week when Goebbels was able to boast that "the 
Soviet Union has failed to give any proof to the 
German soldier of its unity of theory and prac­
tice of Bolshevism. None of them w ill return a 
Communist from the East." And the very fact 
that such a drive is underway is damning proof 
of Stalin’s refusal to utilize the anti-H itler senti­
ments in Germany for pro-Soviet purposes.

I f  the Soviet Union is to be saved, if  fascism 
is to be destroyed, the anti-fascist Germans must 
be won over to revolutionary action as soon as 
possible. Only the policies of international revo­
lution, only the policies of Lenin which saved 
the USSR in its infancy —  and not imperialist 
or Stalinist policies —  can achieve this task.

The Negro People 
In 1917 And 1942

The attitude of the Negro people toward the 
wars conducted by the ruling class has undergone 
an important change in the 25 years since the first 
world war. This was clearly demonstrated at last 
week’s Los Angeles convention of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo­
ple.

It cannot be tru th fu lly  said that the Negro 
masses were any more enthusiastic about the war 
and the sacrifices they were called upon to make 
in 1917 than they are today.

But the government promised them that it was 
a "war for democracy” and that they would be 
granted their democratic rights when the war was 
won. Whether they believed in these promises 
we cannot say, but undoubtedly many of them 
hoped that some of them would be kept.

And their leaders, those who were at the head 
of the prominent Negro organizations such as the 
NAACP, counseled them to “ close ranks”  with the 
rest of the country against the "common enemy” 
and to "adjourn”  their grievances until after the 
war. In this way, they said, the Negroes would 
preserve "national un ity”  and earn the gratitude 
of the government and thus open the way for the 
abolition of Jim Crow.

Whether the Negro masses thought this was the 
best course or not is not important. What mattered 
was that without a fighting leadership to guide 
them, they more or less accepted this policy.

Then came the end of the war and the Negro 
people found that instead of gratitude they got 
lynched when they wore army uniforms on the 
streets of the southern cities; instead of better con­
ditions they were greeted with race riots when 
they applied for jobs.

Last week’s convention of the NAACP showed 
that the Negro people have not forgotten this les- . 
son. The unmistakable keynote of the convention 
was voiced in the resolution declaring, "We w ill 
not abandon our fight for racial justice during the 
war, we w ill not slacken our efforts.”

It is not that the middle-class Negro leaders 
have suddenly become revolutionary opponents of 
capitalism. These leaders are also “ squarely be­
hind the war,”  as they put it. It is not that they 
reject the appeals for "national un ity”  and sac­
rifices. I t  is simply that the Negro masses are to­
day so insistent on fighting for their rights now 
that no Negro leader could dare to get up and say 
that the Negroes should "adjourn”  or "postpone” 
their fight for equal rights and hope to maintain 
the slightest influence among the masses.

The Negro masses, like the working class in 
general, have been forced to accept the war. But 
their slogan "Now or never” ; their desire to gain 
their rights in spite of the demands for "national 
u n ity ;”  their ra llying in great numbers to the 
March-on-Washington movement which preaches 
m ilitancy —  all these demonstrate their skepti­
cism toward the promises of the ruling class about 
"democracy”  and the “ four freedoms”  and the 
“ century of the common man,”  and their complete 
lack of confidence in that ruling class.

These are important signs for the future. They 
herald the coming struggles of the workers against 
the ruling class that offers them only imperialist 
wars, fascism and racial discrimination. They 
’promise that in these struggles the Negro worker, 
the most oppressed of them all, can be depended, 
upon to play his fu ll glorious part.

Loss Of Vital Regions 
Menaces Soviet Defense

(Continued fro m  page 1)
th e ir  supplies o f meat, g ra in  and 
o th e r foo ds tu ffs . The im portance 
o f the  n o rth  Caucasus as a food 
producing area was emphasized 
in  a re p o rt issued by  the  U . S. 
D epartm ent o f A g r ic u ltu re  on 
J u ly  15.

The g ra v ity  o f Soviet losses in 
term s o f foo ds tu ffs  cannot be ex­
aggerated. The loss o f the U k ­
ra ine alone represented the loss 
o f more than a f i f t h  o f Soviet 
wheat, a th ird  o f Soviet barley, 
a q u a rte r o f Soviet corn, and 
three-quarters o f Soviet sugar 
beet. A f te r  the loss o f W h ite  
Russia and M oldavia, the loss o f 
the Caucasian g ra n a ry  would 
raise the specter o f fam ine  over 
the f ir s t  w o rkers ’ s tate in  h is ­
to ry .

The K re m lin  by no means m in ­
im izes the s itu a tio n  in  its  o ff i­
c ia l w a rn ings  th a t m o rta l p e r il 
con fron ts  the USSR. On J u ly  15 
the S ta lin is t censorship p e rm it­
ted R a lph P a rke r in  Moscow to

cable to  the N . Y . T im es th a t
“ S oviet resistance ------- m il ita ry ,
economic and p o lit ic a l —  should 
no t be overestim ated. There is 
no tim e  to  lose.”

These words are open on ly  to 
one in te rp re ta tio n : S ta lin  con­
cedes v ic to ry  to H it le r  i f  no “ sec­
ond f ro n t ”  is opened up im m e­
d ia te ly . B u t w h ile  th is  "second 
f ro n t ”  rem ains in  the rea lm s o f 
speculation, the Soviet U n ion 
finds its e lf  in  d ire  danger o f a 
second a ttack  by Japan in the 
East. T h is  is be ing adm itted  to ­
day even in  Moscow.

The ba nkrup tcy  o f the S ta lin ­
is t  leadership and o f the  S ta lin ­
is t  po licy  o f depending on the 
im p e ria lis t “ democracies”  should 
now be clear even to  the  blind. 
The Soviet U n ion  cannot be v ic ­
to r io u s ly  defended by such a 
leadership and such policies.

RED  A R M Y  C A N  C O N Q U ER
The Red A rm y  can conquer

on ly  under its  tru e  banner, the 
banner o f Socialism . S ta lin  has 
deprived i t  o f  th is  banner. H is  
policies have no th in g  in  common 
w ith  those policies wh ich, under 
Len in -and  T ro tsky , led to  the  es­
tab lishm en t o f the f irs t  w o rke rs ’ 
s ta te ; wh ich defended th a t new 
power in  the C iv il W a r o f 1918- 
1920 aga inst the combined as­
sau lt o f a ll the im p e ria lis ts ; and 
w hich alone made possible the 
g re a t economic advances under 
the F ive  Y ea r P lans. These B o l­
shevik po lic ies alone can averÇ 
the im pending d isaster in  the 
USSR. There is s t i l l  t im e  to  is ­
sue the Bolshevik ca ll o f  in te rn a ­
tio n a l s o lid a rity  and to  summon 
the w orkers , above a ll the w o rk ­
ers o f Germ any, to  s trugg le  side 
by side w ith  the  Red A rm y  and 
the Soviet masses fo r  the over­
th ro w  o f a l l  im peria lism , w heth ­
e r fa sc is t o r “ dem ocratic,”  and 
fo r  the  estab lishm ent o f the  So­
c ia lis t U n ited  States o f Europe.

Scientists Hit Red 
Cross Jim Crow Policy

B y G R A C E  C A R LS O N  ®
“ The segregation of the blood oif white persons from the 

blood of Negroes in the blood bank is, therefore, not only un­
scientific but is a grievous affront to the largest m inority group 
in our country.”  Thus, did the Committee on Race Relations 
of the American Association of Physical Anthropologists de­
nounce the Jim Crow policy of the American Red Cross in a 
report published in  the J u ly  4®- 
issue of the Jou rna l o f the A m eri-
can M edical Association.

The distinguished scientists 
who made up th is  com m ittee in ­
clude:

Dr. W ill ia m  K . Gregory of the 
Am erican Museum o f N a tu ra l 
H is to ry  and president of the 
Am erican Association of Physical 
A nthropologists.

D r. H a rry  L. Shapiro, also of 
the Am erican Museum of N a tu ra l 
H is to ry .

Dr. F ranz Weidenreich, fo rm er­
ly  o f P eking Union M edical Col­
lege and now w o rk in g  a t the 
A m erican Museum of N a tu ra l H is ­
to ry.

Dr. W . W . G reuliçh, o f W est­
ern Reserve U n ive rs ity  School of 
M edicine and d irec to r of the 
Brush Foundation.

w i l l  reca ll th a t the Red Cross at 
f irs t refused to accept blood fo r 
the blood bank from  Negro don­
ors. La ter, under pressure from  
the N a tiona l Association fo r  the 
Advancement o f Colored People, 
they agreed to accept Negro blood 
b u t to keep i t  separate from  the 
blood o f w h ite  donors. T h is  pol­
icy  was characterized by the 
NAACP as “ a greater in s u lt to 
the race than refusal of blood 
from  Negroes.”

“ P R E JU D IC E S  S H O U LD  B E  
R ESPE C TE D ,”  SAYS D A V IS

Speaking o ffic ia lly  fo r the A m er­
ican Red Cross, Norm an H. Davis, 
its  president, attempted to ju s tify  
th is  J im  Crow po licy by declar­
in g  th a t “ in  the in te res t o f de­
mocracy,”  the prejudices of men 
who may need blood transfusions

should be respected.
The Com m ittee o f Physical 

A nth ropo log is ts  states fla t ly , 
“ There is no evidence tha t the 
blood of Negroes d iffe rs  in  any 
s ign ifican t respect from  th a t of 
w h ite  persons.”  Evidence was 

, given th a t successful transfusions 
of blood from  w h ite  persons to 
Negroes o r vice versa has been 
accomplished hundreds o f times.

Reference was also made by the 
com m ittee to  the widespread use 
in  modern m edical practice o f vac­
cines, serums and o ther prepara-, 
tions fro m  the blood and glands 
o f horses, rabbits, sheep, etc. The 
Red Cross has never encouraged 
any foo lish prejudices w h ich  pa­
tien ts  m ig h t have against tre a t­
ment w ith  substances o f an a n i­
mal o rig in , i t  was pointed out.

K no w ing  th a t the Red Cross of­
fic ia ls were acting  under pressure 
of the Southern Bourbons, the 
com m ittee also recalled the cus­
tom o f “ better-circum stanced fam ­
ilie s ”  in  the South o f us ing Negro 
women as wetnurses fo r  th e ir  ba­
bies. M any of the same sub­
stances th a t were c ircu la tin g  in  
the blood of the Negro wetnurses 
were im bibed by the w h ite  babies, 
along w ith  the n u tritio u s  elements 
o f the m ilk , i t  was observed.

“ In  v iew  o f these facts,”  the 
com m ittee stated in  its  summary, 
“ i t  seems h ig h ly  im probable tha t 
any so ld ier o r c iv ilia n  so serious­
ly  wounded as to require a blood 
o r plasma transfusion w il l  ins is t 
tha t i t  come from  a person whose 
sk in  is no da rker than h is own.”

B u t the  reac tiona ry  o ffic ia ls  o f 
the Am erican Red Cross w ill-p ro b ­
ab ly  no t be moved to abandon 
th e ir  J im  Crow po licy  by even 
such em inen tly  reasonable and lo ­
g ical arguments as those advanc­
ed by th is  com m ittee o f d is tin ­
guished scientists.

Trade unions throughout the 
coun try  are being approached by 
the Red Cross in  a search fo r 
donors of blood. Progressive trade 
un ion is ts  should po in t out tha t 
by its  fa ilu re  to secure the whole­
hearted cooperation of the 13,000- 
000 Negroes in  the United States, 
the Am erican Red Cross has en­
dangered the success of the blood 
bank.
LESS T H A N  C *N E -H A LF  OF 
R E D  CROSS G O A L R E A C H E D

In  a repo rt made recently  by 
Drs. A lb e rt McCowen and Amos 
Christie , D irec to r and Associate 
D irector, respectively o f the M edi­
cal and H ea lth  Service of the 
Am erican Red Cross, i t  was said 
tha t of the 1,280,000 un its  o f dried 
blood plasma w h ich  have been re­
quested by the m edical depart­
ments of the A rm y  and Navy, con­
s iderably less than one-half have 
been collected.

Blood and blood plasma banks 
in  bomb-torn England have saved 
the lives of thousands of c iv ilia ns  
who would otherw ise have died of 
shock, due to in ju ry  and loss of 
blood, B r it is h  medical scientists 
have reported. I f  U n ited States 
c ities were bombed tom orrow, the 
Red Cross would no t be able to 
fu rn ish  adequate supplies of 
dried blood plasma fo r c iv ilia n  
casualties. F irs t  call on the blood 
bank comes from  the armed forces 
and the needs of c iv ilia n s  are not 
considered u n t il the m il ita ry  re­
qu irem ents are met.

R ather than offend the nu m eri­
ca lly  sm all bu t p o lit ic a lly  power­
fu l Southern Bourbons, the Red 
Cross imposes a shameful blood 
segregation po licy  upon po tentia l 
blood donors among the m illio n s  
of Am erican Negroes. Thus, even 
in  the face of o ther hu rried  pre­
parations fo r bom bing attacks— 
blackouts, a ir-ra id  warden d rills , 
etc.— the basica lly im p o rtan t task 
o f b u ild in g  up a large reserve of 
blood plasma fo r  wounded c iv i l­
ians has been jeopardized by J im  
Crow.

Readers of T H E  M IL IT A N T

David Udell
Party Builder

(T w o weeks ago T H E  M IL IT A N T  reported the loss a t 
sea o f three Am erican T ro tsky is ts , m erchant m arine  seamen 
whose ship was attacked by a U -boa t. F o llow ing  is a b r ie f 
b iog raph ica l note on one o f the three, D avid  U de ll, by one o f 
h is comrades in  the Boston branch o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a r ty .)  (

David Udell joined the Trotskyist movement in Boston 
11 years ago. He grew up with our movement and contrib­
uted to its growth by his devotion, knowledge and activity. 
He was one of the builders of the Boston branch —  a branch 
our party has reason to be proud of.

W ith his usual thoroughness he applied himself to the 
study of the principles of Marx, Lenin and Trotsky and soon 
became a convincing speaker and agitator. He functioned 
on every important branch committee —  executive, educa­
tional, etc. In the 11 years of his party life he was often sent 
as delegate to party conferences and conventions. Last year 
when the Boston branch needed an organizer, he gave up a 
well-paid job to function as organizer as long as his savings 
lasted. He possessed outstanding organizing abilities. A  few 
years ago he helped to build a food workers union of over 
500 members. Just before he left on his last trip , Dave 
stayed in Boston two weeks longer than he had planned, to 
help his comrades who were involved in a strike o f a CIO 
union.

No Jimmie Higgins work was too much for him. Street- 
corner speaking, literature distribution and sale, fund .col­
lections, whatever the task —  the party had only to name 
it and Dave was ready to undertake it. A few years back, 
his voice was often heard at the corner of Washington and 
W inter Streets, the shopping center of Boston, calling: “ Buy 
T H E  M IL IT A N T , the only paper which tells the truth about 
the coming war.”  Next to him was Coughlin's man selling 
Social Justice and Dave often had to defend with his fists 
the right to sell our paper.

His lovable, kind character, his sympathy and concern 
for comrades brought him very close to all our members. 
They were ready to accept his criticism and advice many 
times when others were unable to influence them.

Dave was a true builder of Bolshevism. His whole life 
interest centered in the job of promoting it. He joined the 
seamen's union to train himself further for organizational 
work. He died in pursuing his revolutionary duty. We share 
the deep grief of his loss with his parents, who never inter­
fered with his work and were proud of him, although they 
did not share his views.

Boston’s loss is the party’s loss. Dave’s name is inscribed 
on our banner together with the names o f the other martyrs 
of our cause. We do not stop to cry or despair! The best 
tribute to his memory is to intensify the struggle for which 
he lived and died.

We pause to express our deep sorrow at the loss of such 
a friend and comrade, then close our ranks and march on 
with heavy hearts but resolved to continue his —  our work!

Farewell, Dave —  we shall not fa il you!
A. F. K.

New Legislation Is 
A  Threat To Very 
Life O f Unionism

-  B y A R T H U R  B U R C H  —  - — i

Two K inds  o f A n ti-Labo r B ills
Joseph A . Padway, A F L  genera l counsel, ca lls  a t­

ten tion  m  the Ju ly  A m erican  F ede ra tion is t to  nu­
merous h ills  now pending in  Congress w h ich  i f  pass­
ed w o r ld  n o t m ere ly  “ c u r ta il established r ig h ts  o f 
wage earners”  bu t would “ w ipe ou t the in s titu t io n  
o f trade  un ionism  by abolish ing c o n s titu tio n a l r ig h ts  
accorded a ll o ther c itizens.”  These b ills  f a l l  in to  
two categories: those designed to  suppress “ e x to r­
tion ,”  “ robbe ry”  and “ racke teering”  and those known 
as “ re g is tra tio n  and accounting b ills .”

I t  m ust undoubtedly seem s trange to  have b ills  in ­
troduced aga inst e x to rtio n  and racke teering  a t  th is  
la te  date when law s aga ins t these crim es have been 
on the s ta tu te  books since tim e  im m em oria l. The 
purpose becomes clear, however, when these crim es 
are redefined in  such a m anner as to  include w ith in  
th e ir  scope the la w fu l a c tiv itie s  ‘o f  trade  unions.

Thus “ any th re a t, fo rce  and coercion”  w hereby a 
“ th in g  o f va lue”  is obtained becomes a crim e. I f  a 
union asks h igher wages, w h ich  is o f course a  “ th in g  
o f value,”  to  m eet r is in g  l iv in g  costs and advises 
the boss th a t  i t  m ay be fo rced  to  re s o rt to  s tr ik e  
action  to  g e t its  ju s t  demand, th a t  can be construed 
as a “ th re a t”  to  ob ta in  a “ th in g  o f va lue .”  S trikes  
are thus v ir tu a lly  outlaw ed b y  the  subtle» w o rd in g  
o f these b ills .

(The bosses and th e ir  henchmen in  Congress lik e  
to tu rn  eve ry th in g  upside down. F o r exam ple, every 
un ion a t one tim e  o r ano the r has been accused o f 
violence fo r  d a rin g  to  defend its e lf  ag a in s t the  v io ­
lence o f the bosses. In  re a lity  i t  is  the  bosses who 
reso rt to  coercion when by th e ir  con tro l o f the means 
o f p roduction they  fo rce  w orkers  to  la b o r a t low  
wages, w ith  s ta rva tio n  as the on ly  a lte rn a tive .’

“ M ore Subtle  —  E qua lly  Dangerous”
Padway designates the “ re g is tra tio n  and account­

in g  b ills ”  as even “ more sub tle ”  and “ equa lly  dan­
gerous”  and diagnoses the recen tly -in troduced  Sen­
ate J o in t R esolution 148 as ty p ic a l o f a ll such b ills , 
i t  begins w ith  a p a tr io t ic  pream ble c a llin g  upon 
un ion o ffice rs to stand by the  governm ent in  th is  
hour o f c ris is . Then i t  ca lls fo r  the  re g is tra t io n  o f 
the name and address o f the la bo r un ion; names and 
salaries o f o ffice rs ; in it ia t io n  foe, dues and assess­
m ents; num ber o f w o rkers  and lim ita t io n s  on m em ­
bership; date o f la s t election, m ethod o f e lec ting  o f ­
ficers, vote cast and date o f la s t financ ia l s tatem ent. 
Now  a ll th is  in fo rm a tio n  is re a d ily  ava ilab le  a t the  
un ion office m ere ly  fo r  the asking. The re a l jo k e r 
is the ne x t p ro  -ision o f the b ill w h ich  ca lls  fo r  
“ such o the r in fo rm a tio n  as the S ecre tary o f Labor 
m ay by reg u la tion  prescribe.”

Padway co rre c tly  ca lls th is  re g is tra tio n  as “ the 
f irs t  step to  complete licens ing  and reg u la tio n  o f 
labo r unions by the governm ent. Today in fo rm a tio n  
on dues and in it ia t io n  fees is com pelled; tom orrow  
the dues and in it ia t io n  fees w i l l  be fixe d . Today the 
q u a lifica tio ns  fo r  m em bership arc requ ired to  be 
set fo r th ;  tom orro w  they w i l l  be subscribed by gov­
ernm ent f ia t .  Today salaries o f o ffice rs  m ust be an­
nounced to the D epartm ent o f Labo r; tom orro w  the 
D epartm ent o f Labo r o r some o th e r governm enta l 
agency w i l l  announce them  to  the unions.”

W hether i t  be the Selective Service A c t  o r any 
o ther law , the p re lim in a ry  re g is tra tio n  is  m ere ly  
p repa ra tion  fo r  fu tu re  action. T h is  in te rp re ta tio n  is 
borne ou t by the omnibus clause w hich gives u n lim ­
ited a u th o r ity  to  a pub lic  agency to  probe in to  p r i­
vate a ffa irs  o f the labo r unions. I f  anyone doubts 
the rea l aim s o f such leg is la tion , he need on ly  note 
who sponsors i t  —  the same reac tiona ry  g roup  th a t 
has a lw ays led the s tru g g le  aga inst labor.

The trade  unions have a lready had a sad expe ri­
ence w ith  in fo rm a tio n  gathered by a governm ent 
agency. The V inson Com m ittee com piled and pub­
lished in fo rm a tio n  obtained fro m  labo r unions and 
as the re su lt o f w ro ng  emphasis and exaggeration, 
i t  was made to  appear as i f  the unions were g ro w in g  
w ea lthy  fro m  the w a r. A  cam paign was launched to  
tax  the funds o f the unions wh ich are no th in g  b u t 
the accumulated savings o f the w orkers. I ts  p u r­
pose was, obviously, to  d is tra c t a tte n tio n  fro in  the  
rea l pro fiteers o f the w a r who are behind these b ills  
in  Congress.

Gives the Bosses Valuable In fo rm a tio n
L ik e  o ther b ills  pending, R esolution 14$ goes f u r ­

th e r than mere re g is tra t io n ; i t  also ca lls fo r  account­
in g  o f rece ip ts and disbursem ents. O stensib ly th is  is 
to  p ro te c t in d iv idu a l union members aga ins t a rb itra ry  
and ille g a l expenditures, b u t in  re a lity  i t  g ives the 
•bosses valuable in fo rm a tio n  as to  the un ion ’s finan­
c ia l a b ili ty  to  w ith s ta nd  the reac tiona ry  moves o f 
the employers. A t  the  present tim e  the un ion mem­
ber is s u ffic ie n tly  protected aga ins t unw arran ted  ex­
penditures. M ost local unions g ive accounting to  th e ir  
members and the  In te rn a tio n a l unions in  tu rn  ac­
count to the various locals. I f  any discrepancies ex is t, 
the unions m ake adequate provis ions fo r  inspection 
and the c a p ita lis t courts  are on ly  too eager to  pe r­
m it  inspection o f the un ion books by in d iv id u a l mem ­
bers, indeed o ften by finks. O n ly  a m il ita n t  and 
v ig ila n t un ion m embership, and n o t the  agents o f 
the bosses, w ill p ro tec t the ran k  and file  o f the  un ion.

Padway makes much in his a rtic le  o f the  fa c t  
th a t the bosses press fo r  th is  le g is la tio n  under the  
fa lse slogan o f p a trio tism . I t  is  obvious to  the  av­
erage in te llig e n t un ion is t th a t the  bosses seek s t i l l  
g re a te r p ro fits  and are ou t to  underm ine trade  un ion­
ism and to  destroy those m il ita n t  forces in  the  labo r 
m ovem ent who w a n t to com bat the s in is te r a im s o f 
m onopoly cap ita lism . W h a t has emboldened the  boss­
es are the v o lu n ta ry  sacrifices w h ich the  un ion lead­
ers have persuaded the  unions to  m ake under the 
same slogan o f pa trio tism .

The w orkers  m ust p u t an end to fu r th e r  re trea ts  
on the p a r t o f the la bo r unions. They m us t res is t 
a ll fu r th e r  encroachments o f the  bosses on the eco­
nom ic fie ld  and m ust fo rm  an independent la bo r p a r­
ty  to  f ig h t  f o r  th e ir  r ig h ts  in  the p o lit ic a l sphere. 
In  th is  w a y  the y  w i l l  serve e ffec tive  no tice  on the  
bosses and th e ir  henchmen in  W ash ing ton  to  keep 
th e ir  hands o f f  the  in te rn a l a ffa irs  o f the  unions.


