
Odell Waller’s 
Last Testament

S ho rtly  before he w  a s 
taken to the e lectric chair, 
Odell W a lle r w ro te  a la s t 
s ta tem ent which he asked 
be given to the newspapers.

This un le ttered sharecrop­
per, ra ilroaded to death be­
cause lie was poor and black, 
penned a dam ning ind ic tm ent 
o f the cap ita lis t, J im  Crow 
system :

“ Have you tho ugh t about 
(how ) some people are a l­
lowed a chance over and over 
again, then there are others 
allowed l i t t le  chance, some 
no chance at a ll . . .

“ I  acc ide n t(a lly ) fe ll and 
some g o o d  people tried  to 
help me. O thers did every­
th in g  they could against me 
so the Governor a n d  t h e  
coats (cou rts ) d o n ’ t no 
(know ) the true  facts.

“ In  my case I  worked 
from  sunup u n til sundown 
t r y in g  to make a liv in g  fo r 
my fa m ily  and i t  ended in 
death fo r  me.

“ You take big  people as 
t h e  President, Governors, 
judge, th e ir ch ild ren don't, 
never have to  su ffe r. They 
has p len ty money. Born in a 
mention (m ansion) noth ing 
ever to w o rry  about. I am 
glad some people a r e  th a t 
lucky.

“ The pen iten tia ry  a ll over 
the United States are fu l l  of 
people ho (w ho) was pore 
(po o r), tr ie d  to w ork a n d  
have som thing, cou ldn't, so 
tha t maid (m ade) them steel 
(s tea l) an rob.”

Odell Waller 
Is Dead

By A lb e r t P a rk e r
A fte r  keeping him  in  “ deatly row ”  fo r  630 days, they s tra p ­

ped Odell W a lle r in to  the e lectric cha ir in  Richmond, V irg in ia , 
on the m orn ing o f Ju ly  2.

They burned him  to  death because he was a N egro , because 
he was a sharecropper, because he had dared in self-defense to 
shoot the w h ite  landlord who cheated the W a lle r fa m ily  out o f 
the ir share o f the crop.
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They wanted his blood be­
cause the W a lle r case expos­
ed in  a ll its  rottenness the 
‘ Am erican way o f l i fe ’ in  the 
south— the system o f Jim 
Grow ism , o f economic super­
exp lo ita tion  on the land, of 
po litica l oppression and d is­
c rim ina tio n  through the po ll- 
tax.

They snuffed ou t t h i s  
boy’s life  because they w an t­
ed to show in the most de­
m onstra tive  way th e ir  b itte r  
hatred o f a ll those who, con­
sciously o r u n w itt in g ly , p re­
sented a th rea t to tha t “ A m ­
erican way o f life .”

Th is legal lynch ing  w a s  
opposed by the whole labor 
movement. P h ilip  M urra y , 
president o f the CIO, said,
“ The execution of Odell 
W a lle r would be a gross m is­
carriage  o f ju s tice .”  W illia m  
Green, president o f the A F L , 
in fo rm ed the governor o f V irg in ia  th a t “ labor th roughou t the 
na tion  w ill be g ra te fu  1”  i f  he would extend executive clemency. 
Num erous trade unions in both the south and the no rth  p ro tes t­
ed aga inst the pending execution.

The Negro people were com plete ly un ited on th is  issue too. 
E ve ry  p rom inen t Negro organ iza tion  and leader appealed fo r  
W a lle r ’s life .

B u t the pressure o f the masses, a lthough i t  delayed the legal 
lynch ing  fo r  a lm ost two years, was unable to save W alle r. For 
on the other side, arrayed aga inst the groups defending the 
sharecropper, were pow erfu l forces, in flu e n tia l in  both state and 
federa l governm ents, who did not w an t to antagonize the reac­
tio n a ry  southern powers-that-bc and who gave these powers the 
blood which they were demanding.

B eh ind  the  S w itch
W ho were these people behind the sw itch o f the Richmond 

e lectric  cha ir?
The V irg in ia  courts as exem plified by Judge T u rn e r Clement 

o f the P ittsy lva n ia  Co. C irc u it C ourt. As pres id ing  judge a t the
speedy two-day W a lle r t r ia l 
which ended on Sept. 27, 
1940, he refused to d isqu a lify  
h im se lf a fte r  m aking p re­
ju d ic ia l and in fa m m ato ry  re ­
m arks in the presence o f the 
ju ry  panel. He refused to 
g ra n t W a lle r a change of 
venue a fte r  evidence had 
been introduced show ing th a t 
a lynch s p ir it  spreading 
th ru  the county would p re ­
vent W a ile r from  rece iv ing a 
fa ir  t r ia l there. L a s t m onth, 
a fte r  the N. Y. T im es had 
raised certa in  questions a- 
bout the case, he sent th a t 
paper a le tte r  reeking o f 
class hatred, defending the 
conviction and in s is ting  on 
the execution o f the death 
sentence.

The U nited States Su­
preme C ourt. Tw ice, w h ile  
W a lle r sat in death row , ap­
peals fo r  Supreme C ourt re ­
view  o f the case were made 
by counsel fo r  the defense. 
Tw ice th is  C ourt which has 
been filled  w ith  a, m a jo r ity  
o f New Deal “ libe ra ls ,”  re ­
fused to h a lt the execution 
-— each tim e w ith o u t a s ta te ­
m ent exp la in ing  its  refusa l. 
F in a lly , on June 27, appeals 
fo r  a stay o f execution were 
made to fo u r in d iv idu a l Jus­
tices o f the C ourt, each o f 
whom had the power to g ra n t 
a stay th a t would have en­
abled the case to come be­
fo re  the Court wjten i t  meets 
again in October. Each o f 
tlic. fo u r Justices refused to 
g ra n t the stay. The super- 
“ lib e ra l”  F ra n k fu rte r, de­
clared: “ As a Federal judge 
I am unable to fin d  any ju s ­
tifica tio n  fo r  sum m ary in ­
terference w ith  the o rderly  
process o f V irg in ia ’s courts 
of ju s tice .”

V irg in ia ’s Governor C ol­
gate W . Darden, J r. Elected 
by the po ll ta x  w h ich ex­
cludes the overwhelm ing m a­
jo r ity  o f V irg in ia  c itizens 

from  vo ting , he upheld the poll tax  system which denied 
W aTer t r ia l by a ju r y  o f his peers. C a lling  the v ic ious ly  p re ju ­
diced proceedings th a t condemned W a lle r to  death “ a fa ir  and 
im p a rtia l t r ia l , ”  he gave the go-ahead signa l fo r  the execution. 
N o t content w ith  tha t, he attacked those who were defending 
W a lle r w ith  the sta tem ent th a t “ the w idespread propaganda 
cam paign which has been carried on w ith o u t regard fo r  the 
facts in th is  case”  was “ extrem e ly  de trim en ta l to the public in ­
te rests”  and resulted in sow ing “ rac ia l discord a t a c r it ic a l tim e 
when every loya l c itizen should s tr ive  to prom ote u n ity .”

President F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt. A u th o r o f p re tty  speeches 
about “ the fo u r  freedom s”  and “ democracy,”  he had the power 
to set up a P residentia l Commission o f In q u iry  in to  the W a lle r 
case, which would have resulted in the a lm ost au tom atic  post­
ponement of the execution, but refused to even answer the thou­
sands o f people who requested the estab lishm en t.o f such a Com­
m ission. Elected w ith  the help o f the poll tax  and the support 
o f the reactionary  southern Dem ocrats, he gave the runaround 
to  a delegation o f Negro leaders who come to W ashington on 
J u ly  1 to ask his in te rven tion , and by re fu s in g  to meet w ith  
them , gave the fina l green l ig h t  to V irg in ia ’s executioner.

And to whose wishes were the “ hu m an ita ria n ”  president, the 
“ conscientious”  governor and the “ progressive”  Supreme C ourt 
Justices acceding, when they ca llously  rejected the appeals o f 
labor and Negro organ izations representing m illions  o f workers?

A S ym bol and a Lesson
To the wishes o f J im  Crow and Judge Lynch, o f the. pa ras itic  

(Continued on page 3)

Petain S ta tem ent  Bares 
Role O f  French Bosses
Proves That Capitalists Preferred Nazi 
Rule to a Victorious Workers' France

By M A R C  LO RIS

“ A nation has to be whipped sometime.”
Who was it last week that uttered these terrible words about 

France? Hitler? No. They came from the lips of the French 
Chief of State, Marshal Petain.

If we are to measure the fu ll import of these words, we
must not forget who the M arsh a l® ---------------------------------------------------- —
is. He is not a po litica l adven tu r­
er lik e  D oriot, nor even lik e  La­
val. Considerations not on ly of 
m ateria l gain but even of person­
al power are completely a lien to 
ib is  86 year old soldier. I t  is pre­
cisely th is  which gives his words 
so m u c ii significance: Petain 
speaks in the name of his class, 
the Freticli capital ists.

Our epoch lias not lacked ex­
amples of supreme abjectness and 
vindictiveness. When fu tu re  gen­
erations look fo r examples, they 
w ill sure ly direct th e ir  a tten tion  
to Petain and his flunkeys, who 
recall to m ind Thie rs a n d  the 
French cap ita lis t c l a s s  o f the 
1870’s who shot down thousands 
of Communards and found de light 
in w a tch ing th e ir  society women 
gouge out the eyes of the dy ing 
w ith  the po in ts of th e ir  parasols. 
Just as Thie rs received his Great 
F r ig h t from  the Paris Commune, 
so Petain and (lie cap ita lis ts  re-

C. P.’s Scab- 
Like Role In 
Waller Case

By P H IL IP  B L A K E

About the most contemptible 
and scab-like role the Commu­
nist Party has played in a long 
time was in connection with the 
Odell Waller case.

For almost two years, while 
Che Workers Defense League, 
and other organizations con­
ducted a hard up-hill struggle to 
ra l ly  support fo r  the condenmned 
sharecropper and fo u r tim es won 
him  a reprieve fro m  the electric 
cha ir the S ta lin is ts  rem ained as 
s ilen t as the tomb.

Then la s t m onth, when the 
W a lle r case began to receive na­
tion -w ide a tten tion , when i t  was 
c lear th a t the Negro masses were 
f ig h tin g  mad about the a ttem pts 
to c a rry  th rough the legal lynch­
ing, the S ta lin is ts  broke down 
and said som ething.

On June 18 Ben jam in Davis 
Jr. o f the D A IL Y  W O R K E R  
s ta ff  devoted a whole sentence 
to the case— the f irs t  to  appear 
in i the D A IL Y  W O R KER. 
(W a lle r was scheduled to  die 
Ihe next day.) Most o f th is  
sentence was an a ttack on the 
“ T ro ts k y ite  de featis ts”  ( th a t 
is, the no n -T ro tsky is t W orkers 
Defense League and a ll the 
o ther groups fig h tin g  to save 
W h lle r’s l i fe )  fo r  th e ir  “ s in is ­
te r e xp lo ita tio n ”  o f the case 
(th a t is, fo r  th e ir  e ffo rts  to 
cheat Judge Lynch o f his v ic ­
tim .)

A no ther and somewhat longer 
a rtic le  in the D a ily  W orker the 
next day showed th a t the S ta lin ­
ists had adopted the fo rm u la  put 
fo r th  by Davis fo r  covering up 
th e ir  treacherous role th roughou t 
the whole case. T h a t fo rm u la  
called fo r  paying a l i t t le  lip -ser- 
vicc to the need fo r  defending 
W a lle r— and h u r lin g  the most 
damnable slanders a t the defend­
ers o f W a lle r. T h is  was the fo r ­
mula fo llow ed by the Commun­
is t P a rty  up to and past the ex­
ecution.

On June 30, the same day 
th a t po ll-tax  Governor Darden 
issued his statem ent au tho riz ­
ing the V irg in ia  executioner to 
go ahead w ith  the m urder o f 
W alle r, the D A IL Y  W O R KER  
published a s to ry  approv ing ly  
quoting Darden’s a ttacks on 
(he W orkers Defense League 
fo r issu ing a “ m alicious”  pam ­
ph le t “ filled  w ith  falsehoods”  
on the W a lle r case.

This aid fro m  one o f W a lle r ’s 
hangmen, the S ta lin is ts  though t, 
is a good w  a y to a ttack  t h e  
W orkers Defense League, wh ich 
is ga in ing  support in  m any 
quarters fo r  its  vigorous defense 
cam paign, and a t the same tim e 
d iv e rt a tten tion  from  the S ta lin - 

(Continued on page 3)

ceived th e ir  Great, F r ig h t from  
the s tr ik e  wave o f June, 1936.

And lik e  Thiers, they th in k  only 
of revenge. W ith  th is  difference, 
tha t they have assigned th is  m is­
sion to H it le r :  "A  na tion  has to 
be whipped sometime.”

PREC IO US LESSONS
For a ll its repugnant cynicism. 

Potain's declaration contains pre­
cious lessons fo r the workers. The 
first is the lie  of' “ na tional de­
fense”  com ing from  the lips of the 
capita lists.

The cap ita lis t state, aided by 
its  agents of all kinds, always and 
everywhere tr ies  to paralyze the 
struggles of the workers on the 
pretext that h is to ry  has placed the 
defense of the nation in its  hands. 
In  rea lity , the cap ita lis ts  never 
defend the nation except as an 
object of exp lo ita t ion. When the 
mechanism of th is  exp lo ita tion  is 
menaced, tlie  cap ita lis ts  take the 
road of’ defeatism. Petain openly 
declares: “ A nation corrects itse lf 
on ly  a fte r an unhappy w ar.”

The conduct o f the French cap­
ita l is t  class gives p a rtic u la r p ro ­
minence to these tru th s  on ly be­
cause it is feebler than the others. 
Up to now the cap ita lis ts in  the 
other countries have not b e e n  
placed in th is position. They also, 
behind the hypocrisy of na tional 
defense, defend only th e ir  profits 
and privileges. When th e ir  p r iv i l ­
eged position, w ith in  th e ir  o w n  
countries becomes endangered, as 
was Petain's, they w i l l  th in k  on ly 
of using the w h ip  against th e ir 
own people, w ithou t caring who 
wields th is  whip.

“ D E M O C R A C Y "
A no the r precious lesson which 

Peta in ’s declaration teaches the 
workers is about the m eaning of 
cap ita lis t democracy. For m o r e  
than s ix ty  years Petain was a sol­
dier. “ a servant of the Republic.”  
When it  became necessary in  tho 
in terests of his class, the “ serv­
an t" b lith e ly  threw  the Republic 
in to  llie  garbage can together w ith  
its  venerable president, senators 
and deputies.

Now Petain speaks to his people 
in  the tones of a feudal lo rd  to 
his serfs: “ A nation has to be 
whipped sometime.”  Petain re­
mains what lie has always been 

(Continued on page 2)

Co n g r e s s , OPA Help To
Lower Living Standards

----------------------------------------------------  -----------------------------------------

Bootleg Rings 
In Operation 
On Both Coasts

They Oppose A Rising Scale of Wages for the Workers, and 
Prevent the Effective Enforcement of the Price Ceilings

The  excuse tha t gove rnm en t uses fo r  its  “ w a g e ^  
s ta b iliz a tio n ”  d r iv e  and tha t the bosses use fo r  re fu s ­
in g  any wage increases to  the  w o rke rs  is tha t p rices 
have been fixed .

B u t events o f  the  last week o r tw o  are m a k in g  
it  p e r fe c tly  p la in  th a t n e ith e r  Congress n o r  the  O f­
fice o f  P rice  A d m in is tra t io n  is ta k in g  any re a lly
serious steps to enforce the® 
price regulations.

Instead, the House of Rep­
resentatives voted last week to 
grant the OPA only $75,000,000 
to enforce the regulations. OPA 
Administrator Leon Hender­
son had stated th a t $210,000,000 
were necessary fo r  the job, and 
the Bureau o f the B udget had 
recommended $161,000,000.

In  e ffec t, the House was cu t­
tin g  the O PA s ta f f  o f a p ro ­
posed 100,000 people to be­
tween 20,000 and 30,000. T h is  
would mean approx im ate ly  less 
than 10 people to a county, in ­
c lud ing the O PA 's b ig  office 
personnel, to  police the tens o f 
t housa nd s /if prices th roughou t 
the country.
W h ile  the House vote s u ff i­

c ie n tly  indicates the a ttitu d e  o f 
the same representatives who 
passed the S m ith  s lave-labor b ill 
la s t w in te r, the program  of 
Henderson and the ad m in is tra ­
tion  is n o t much be tte r.

F o r the  job o f po lic ing  forces 
is such a vast and ram ified  field 
th a t i t  could never be e ffec tive ly  
carried ou t even i f  Henderson go t 
tw ice o r ten tim es the ap p ro p ria ­
tio n  and the personnel w h ich he 
requested.

The answer to  the problem 
o f price ce iling  enforcem ent 
lies in  the d irection  o f m ob iliz ­
in g  the mass w orkers ’, fa rm ­
ers’ and consumers’ o rgan iza­
tion , and tra in in g  the hundreds 
o f thousands o f housewives, 
etc., to  check on prices and to  
compel compliance w ith  the 
regulations. T h is  step alone 
would no t solve a ll the prob­
lems o f concealed and open in ­
fla tio n , bu t i t  would be a thou­
sand tim es more e ffec tive  than 
Henderson’s plans.
Hundreds o f trade unions and 

consumers’ organ izations have 
called on the OPA to in s titu te  
such a program , and have v o l­
unteered the services o f th e ir  
members in c a rry in g  i t  out. B u t

Henderson continues s tubborn ly  
to re s is t a ll such proposals, and 
Henderson’s assistants continue 
to assure conventions o f m an­
u fa c tu re rs  and em ployers th a t 
the O PA does not in tend to  h ire  
“ an a rm y o f inspectors”  o r 
“ snoopers”  to check on prices.

A  few  p re tty  actresses have 
been sent ou t to  be photographed 
ta lk in g  to grocers— bu t not, the 
newspapers said, to  check on 
prices o r compliance w ith  the 
OPA regu la tions.

E a r ly  th is  week Henderson an­
nounced a “ complete reo rgan iza­
t io n ”  o f the consumer d iv is ion o f 
OPA in an obvious e f fo r t  to take, 
o f f  some o f the pressure. B u t he 
has no t relaxed a t a ll his opposi­
tion  to mass p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
price con tro l program .

Henderson, one o f the chief

•opponents to wage increases 
fo r  the steel, auto and a irc ra f t  
w orkers whose cases are now 
before governm ent boards, has 
been extrem e ly libe ra l and “ co­
opera tive”  w ith  the employers 
and m anufacturers. Last week 
he announced a 15% increase 
in  re ta il prices o f canned and 
dried fru its .  T h is  was believed 
to be on ly the f irs t  in  a series 
o f general increases by the 
O PA to  benefit the employers.

A  few  m onths fro m  now, when 
prices w i l l  have undergone a 
general rise, Henderson and Con­
gress w il l  begin how ling  again 
fo r  fre e z in g  o f a ll wages.

The answer o f the unions to 
both Congress and Henderson 
should be clear and c u rt:

“ You ta lk  about con tro llin g  
prices— b u t our cost o f liv in g  
rises every day. U n ti l prices 
are rea lly  con tro lled— and wc 
have no good reason to  believe 
you can o r w i l l  con tro l them —  
don’t  waste your tim e t ry in g  to 
convince us tha t we are not 
en titled  to, and should not f ig h t 
fo r, a r is in g  scale o f wages to 
meet r is in g  liv in g  costs.”

24,000 Factories To Be 
Shut Down, WPB Says
War Increases the 
Monopolies' Control 
Over Production

More than 24,000 manufac­
turing establishments w ill be 
forced out of business before 
October, according to a War 
Production B o a r d forecast 
made last month.

The companies produce a- 
bout 4 million dollars in goods 
each year, representing 13% of 
the nation 's productive capacity 
and 8% of the volume of busi­
ness.

How many more of the coun­
t r y ’s 185.000 m anufactu ring  es­
tab lishm ents w ill he forced to 
close down before the w ar ends, 
nobody can now predict w ith  cer­
ta in ty .

Opposition To Hitler Still 
Fights On Inside Germany

Bv B. JO HNSO N

Executions in Poland, the Balkans. France and the other 
occupied countries testify to the existence of resistance to the 
fascists. But what about Germany itself? Is there unity behind 
(lie Nazi rulers? Is there an opposition?

I hc writer does not pretend to have any special informa­
tion  about the existence of an i> ------------------------------------------------------
anti-Nazi opposition. But it is 
possible from  an ineom plcto sur­
vey of German newspapers pub­
lished since tho beginning of the 
w ar to draw certa in  conclusions.

The Nazis themselves have 
claimed on more than one occa­
sion since (lie w ar began that a ll 
po litica l opposition to H itle rism  
w ith in  Germany, has been de­
stroyed. T lie  organ of the SS 
(E lite  Guards). Das Sc hicarze 
Karps, declared on August 15, 
1940:

"Pu t now ter rea ll i / hare no 
more polit ica l opponents. . . . No. 
even the verp last remnant of pol­
i t ica l opposition has dissolved 
in to nothing."

W H A T  T H E  G E R M A N  
PAPER S R E V E A L E D

But according to th e ir own 
press releases since then, th is  was 
w ish fu l th in k in g . On October 12. 
1940, they reported Ihe execution 
o f fou r German workers. The 
charge against them mocks Ihe 
SS statem ent: “ K a rl Hoffm an.
E rich  Schulz. W illy  Teach and 
Herman C h ill, members of an il le ­
gal organization, attempted to 
weaken by te rro r and sabotage the 
offensive value of the arm y."

Some o f the leading German 
papers from  December 1939 to 
tlic  m iddle of 1911. du rin g  
w h ich  the S ta lin -H itle r pact

was in effect, reported 19 ex­
ecutions fo r po litica l activ ities. 
They ranged from  the p r in tin g  
of leaflets to pa rtic ipa tion  in 
the bu ild ing  of au illega l party 
apparatus. These executions 
were spread throughout tho 
country and were fo r specified 
po litica l illega l work.

In  add ition , d u rin g  the same 
period, t lic  fascist press an­
nounced a lis t three tim es as long 
of people sentenced to death s im ­
p ly  as " tra ito rs .”  E very two 
weeks at least one “ t ra ito r ”  was 
shot in  addition to tho people de­
signated as p o litica l opponents o f 
the regime. Reasons fo r the ex­
ecution o f “ tra ito rs .”  when listed, 
ranged from  com m unication w ith  
refugees to espionage. 
“ R E S IS T IN G  A R R E S T”

And na tu ra lly  Ihe fascists use 
additiona l methods to destroy 
th e ir  opponents, often not bother­
ing to go through the fo rm a lities  
of a tr ia l.  D u ring  th is  same 18 
month period, there were reports 
of 37 eases of "p o litic a l suspects”  
who were “ shot w h ile  res is ting  
a rrest.”  (Cases of people accused 
o f “ c rim in a l offenses.”  which 
m ight mean anyth ing, are not in ­
cluded in th is  lis t) .

On May 20. 1941. Johann W ild  
was executed fo r lis te n in g  to the 
B r it is h  Broadcasting Corporation 
and having w ith  help of these

broadcasts w ritte n  and d is tribu ted 
attacks on the Fuehrer, and the 
arm y. The papers mentioned 82 
persons by name who were sen­
tenced to a to ta l of 3713 months 
of penal servitude for having 
listened to proh ib ited  stations. 
Average sentence is four years, 
which is extended t i l l  the cud of 
the war.

Innum erable sentences are m et­
ed out fo r expressing oppositional 
v iew poin ts or having partic ipated 
in a c tiv itie s " con tra ry  to tlie  in ­
terests o f the state.’’ Specific 
charges listed include: a id ing  war 
prisoners to escape: g iv in g  p ris ­
oners from  the Eastern F ront in ­
form ation  about the s itua tion  of 
the German arm y in tlie  East: 
repeating a tro c ity  propaganda. 
Stephen Meyer, form er Social-De­
m ocratic deputy, received 3 years 
of penal servitude for the la tte r 
offense. Three men and two 
women were given from  12 to 3 
years’ sentences fo r pa rtic ip a ting  
in an “ a n t i-m ilita r is t ic  organiza­
tion ."

IN  R E C E N T W E E K S
There is no reason to believe 

that t|,e resistance lias disappear­
ed or decreased just because Ger­
many is now at war w ith  the 
United Slates and German news­
papers are no longer received in 
th is  country.

On May 20, 1912. 48 hours a fte r 
a very heavy R A F  attack, the o f­
fic ia l German news agency. DNB. 
reported the discovery o f a "com ­
m unist o rgan iza tion”  in Mann­
heim and the execution of 14 peo­
ple. Four days la te r 8 anti-fas-

But the report of the Senate 
Com m ittee on Sm all Business, 
made last February, indicated that 
the number w ill ho fa r greater 
than 24.000.

At that tim e, t lie  Committee re­
ported. a mere 56 firm s had re­
ceived 75% of arm y and navy con- 
Iracts and over 174,000 companies 
had not received any w ar orders 
at a ll.

Since then, the W ar Production 
Board has paid a l i t t le  lip-service 
to the idea, o f g ra n tin g  contracts 
and subcontracts to sm all busi­
ness, and has set up a special 
com m ittee to handle this. But no­
th in g  has rea lly  been done, as the 
latest, figures show.

T  h o government spokesmen 
make a lot of speeches about how 
a fte r tlie  w ar is over there w ill 
he p lenty of production and secur­
ity  fo r tho masses.

But the cold facts behind these 
speeches belie tlie  nice-sounding 
promises. The facts are. that 
through th e ir  dollar-a-year agents 
in tlie  government procurement 
agencies, the big monopoly cor­
porations are using the w ar not 
on ly to reap tremendous pro fits 
now. but also to lay the ground­
work fo r greater m onopolistic con- 
tro l o f the nation 's productive 
forces a fle r the war.

The facts are th a t a fte r the 
w ar the same forces w h o s e  
dom ination o f the productive 
forces before the w ar p reven t­
ed the w orkers from  achieving 
security , w ill be in even s tro n g ­
er con tro l than before.

cists were reported shot in B erlin  
and 3 sentenced to die in Ham ­
burg. As yet no names or details 
arc available about these latest 
executions in Germany.

A ll Ib is  opposition is w artim e 
opposition. reported by the 
Nazis themselves, and at least 
as s ignificant as tlie  reports of 
resistance to the Nazis in tlie  
occupied countries, on which 
tho cap ita lis t press here places 
so much emphasis.!

Am erican anti-fascist workers 
should not perm il themselves to 
lie m isled b.v cap ita lis t propa­
ganda and the d iff ic u lty  of ge tting  
in fo rm a tion  from  w ith in  Ger­
m any: we have real a llies inside 
Germany, who arc r is k in g  the ir 
lives da ily  to organize the over­
th row  of H itle rism . In the final 
analysis, it w il l he these allies 
of ours who w ill destroy tlic  te r­
rib le  system of cap ita lis t oppress­
ion in Germany. L e t us help (hem 
in ’ w o rk ing  to set up a W orkers' 
and Farm ers’ Government in  th is  
country which w ill lend them 
every assistance and jo in  w ith  
them in  the establishment of a 
w orld  socialist federation of se­
c u r ity  aud peace.

Illegal Sales of Oil 
And Tires Give Them 
Millions In Profit

Following shortly after the 
announcement of activities of 
oil bootleggers in New York, 
OPA officials on the West Coast 
reported this week the existence 
of a powerful ring of tire boot­
leggers who have made more 
than a million dollars in profits 
since they began their opera­
tions last December.

Rem iniscent o f the ac tiv itie s  o f 
the alcohol bootleggers o f t h e  
P roh ib ition  E ra , the W est Coast 
t ire  bootleggers opened on a 
sm all scale in Los Angeles last 
Dec. 12, when the governm ent 
froze tire s , and have spread 
th roughou t the c ity .

T h e ir prices fo r  bootleg tires  
now range fro m  $35 to $5b a- 
piccc. People acquainted w ith  
the operations o f the r in g  have 
been warned no t to  “ squeal”  o r 
they would ge t a dose o f ho t 
lead. B rib e ry , p robab ly o f law  
enforcem ent agents, is also re ­
ported.

W E A L T H Y  B U Y  
BO OTLEG  T IR E S  
A N D  1942 CARS

In  add ition  to bootlegging 
tires , the r in g  has begun the i l ­
legal sale o f 1942 model autom o­
biles. A ccord ing to Bates Booth, 
a tto rn ey  fo r  the OPA, “ They are 
bought fro m  dealers in the East 
and driven  ou t here. The m ost 
expensive makes arc m ost pop­
u la r.”

T h is  is c le a rly  a sign th a t the 
ears arc bought by the more 
w e a lth y  people, who arc fond o f 
le c tu rin g  to the w o rkers  about 
the necessity fo r  ab id ing by “ law  
and order.”

In  a ll m a jo r deta ils the opera­
tions o f the o il bootleggers a long 
the A tla n tic  Coast and the  t ire  
bootleggers on the W est Coast 
resemble the e a rly  ac tiv itie s  o f 
the “ biack m a rk e t”  agents in  E u ­
rope, who sell a t trem endously 
in fla ted  prices the com m odities 
which the various governm ents 
have frozen o r p u t under price 
ceilings. In  every case Where 
com m odities beta me scarce in  
these European countries, la rge  
quan tities  have been d iverted 
from  the legal m a rke t where the 
prices are frozen to the bootleg 
m arke t where the sky is the l im it

S IG N  FOR T n E  F U T U R E  
IN D IC A T E S  BO O TLEG G IN G  
IN  W ID E R  F IE L D S

O f course m ost com m odities in 
th is  coun try  arc s t i l l  ava ilable, 
even though a t much h igher 
prices than tw o years ago. B u t 
the com para tive ly  m ino r opera­
tions o f the t ire  and o il bootleg­
gers arc a sign o f w h a t is to  
come in the fu tu re  unless con tro l 
and po lic ing  o f prices and ra t io n ­
in g  is placed in the hands o f the 
w orkers  and consumers’ o rg an i­
zations. F o r when the scarcities 
begin to make themselves fe lt  
next year, bootleg operations w il l  
expand th roughou t the country , 
and w orkers who need certa in  
commodities w i l l  find themselves 
forced aga inst th e ir  w i4  to pa­
tron ize the bootleggers. Then 
th e ir  liv in g  costs w ill reach new, 
unheard o f levels. I f  th e ir  wages 
arc frozen a t th a t tim e, i t  w i l l  
mean a d rastic  slash in th e ir  l iv ­
ing standards.

The w orkers m ust redouble 
th e ir  e ffo rts  now, to com bat a ll 
a ttem p ts  to freeze wages. They 
m ust f ig h t  fo r  a r is in g  scale o f 
wages to meet the r is in g  ebst o f 
liv in g .

A t  tlie  same tim e  the workers 
m ust in s is t th a t the present plans 
to “ con tro l in fla t io n ”  o ffe r  no as­

surance th a t the w o rke rs ’ stand­
ard o f liv in g  w i l l  not be cut.
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Unions Representing 1,000,000 Workers Have Aided 18
Civil Rights Defense Committee Has 
Conducted Vigorous Defense Campaign

July 15, 1942, marks one year since the beginning of the^* 
Minneapolis case. On that date a Federal Grand Jury in St. 
Paul handed down an indictment against 29 leaders of the Social­
ist Workers Party and officials o f the Motor Transport and 
Allied Workers Industrial Union Local 544-C1Q, on charges ol 
‘ 'seditious conspiracy" and v io la -5  
tion  of the Sm ith  “ Gag”  Act.

Im m edia te ly  a fte r ttie in d ic t­
m ent the C iv il R ights Defense 
Committee was organized, and au­
thorized to take Charge of the de­
fense in  the case, publicize the 
im p o rtan t issues involved, and 
raise the funds necessary to de­
f ra y  the heavy cou rt costs.

This week the CRDC an­
nounced that almost 150 cen­
tra l labor bodies and local 
unions representing over one 
million workers have in the 
last year rallied to the cause of 
the Minneapolis defendants by 
passing resolutions of support 
and sending financial aid to the 
Committee.

O R IG IN  O F IN D IC T M E N T
The ind ic tm ent followed the 

d isa ffilia tio n  o f the M inneapolis 
tru ck  d rive rs  on J u n e  9, 19-11, 
from  the A F L  Teamsters In te rn a ­
tional, and th e ir  a ff ilia tio n  w ith  
the CIO. T h is  action had taken 
place a fte r Daniel J. Tobin, A F L  
Team sters P resident, had a ttem p t 
ed to impose a d icta tor-rece iver 
on Local 544. The ind ic tm ent fo l­
lowed an appeal from  Tobin to

President Roosevelt tha t “ in some 
way the local be prevented from  
pu rsu ing th is  dangerous course." 
The Am erican C iv il L iberties 
Union on August 21 stated in  a 
le tte r 1o A tto rney General R id­
dle: " I t  is reasonable to conclude 
that the action taken by the gov­
ernm ent arose from  the Presi­
dent's reaction to Mr. Tobin's re­
quest.”

The labor movement recognizes 
tha t the use of the c r im in a l code 
against one labor organization in 
favo r of another constitutes a 
dangerous precedent fo r  govern­
ment in terference in the in te rna l 
a ffa irs  of the unions.

A fte r a 5-week t r ia l beginning 
on October 27, 18 of the defend­
ants were convicted and sentenced 
to 1C m onth and 12 m onth prison 
terms. F ive o f the defendants had 
been p rev iously  discharged by the 
judge, and five were acquitted on 
a directed verdict.

The 18 were found g u ilty  under 
provisions of the Sm ith “ Gag”  Act 
of 1910, which made the advocacy 
of socialism  a crim e. A ll wore ac­
qu itted of the "seditious conspir­
acy" charge.

Nation-w ide support was ra llied  
to the defense. The N ational Com­
m ittee of the CRDC included pro­
m inent figures from  many fields 
and o f diverse po litica l views. 
James T. F a rre ll, noted author, 
served as cha irm an: vice-chair­
men are John Dos Passos, w e ll- 
known novelist, and Carlo Tresca, 
ed ito r of the an ti-fasc is t paper I I  
Martello .  George E. Novack is the 
national secretary.

N O N -U N IO N  SUPPO RT
Labor and libera l spokesmen 

throughout the country protested 
the convictions and called fo r 
support to the defense.

The Am erican C iv il L iberties 
Union, which has active ly  assisted 
the defense, declare, “ No more 
im portan t issue of c iv i l liberties 
in  the courts has arisen in m any 
years."

The Nation, the New Republic, 
anti many other libe ra l publica­
tions condemned the prosecution 
and convictions as a v io la tio n  of 
free speech and democratic rights.

The Union fo r Dem ocratic Ac­
tion, the W orkers Defense League, 
the General Defense Committee, 
(he R e lig ion and Labor Founda­
tion , the Church Emergency Re­
lie f, and many other progressive 
and re lig ious Organizations ra llied  

1 to the defense.
I Over 35 active local committees

were established by the CRDC in 
c itie s  from  coast to coast. To pub­
lic ize the case the CRDC sponsor­
ed two na tiona l tours. Dorothy 
Schultz, freed by the judge, to u r­
ed the branches of the CRDC, 
speaking at open meetings and be­
fore many sym pathetic organiza­
tions, on the issues con fro n tin g  
the labo r movement in the case.

V. R. Dunne, one of the 18 con­
victed in  December, made a coast- 
to-coast tour, v is it in g  e v e r y  
branch of the CRDC, and meeting 
w ith  many trade un ionists. lie  
spoke before meetings sponsored 
and organized by CIO councils 
and local unions, and in the 
course o f his tou r attracted many 
lib e ra l friends to  active p a rtic ip a ­
tion  in the Com m ittee’s w ork . As 
a resu lt of the tou r of Dunne, new 
branches of the CRDC were set up 
In several cities.

By the energetic work of the 
local committees, a n d  by 
iheans of contributions sent in 
by individuals and organiza­
tions the CRDC provided the 
finances necessary to carry on 
the case. Over $15,000 w a s  
raised in the first year of the 
case, the CRDC announced this 
week. Contributions from local 
unions have continued to arrive 
in a steady stream since the 
beginning of the war, the dona­
tions ranging from $2.50 to 
$50.00.

L IT E R A T U R E  OF T H E  CASE
Two pamphlets were published 

by the CRDC: W itchHunt in M in­
nesota, and The Bill o f Rights in 
Danger, both w r itte n  by George 
i5. Novack. Pioneer Publishers

List Of Central Labor Bodies And 
Local Unions Which Aided Defense

The Civil Rights Defense Committee issued 
and local unions which have contributed to the wor 
Socialist Workers Party and of Local 544-CIO wh 
polis case. In addition, the CRDC announced the 
bodies which have passed resolutions condemning 
calling on their affiliates to support the CRDC in 
to the CRDC statement, many other local unions h 
victions, but they are releasing the names at this 
work of the CRDC.

this week a complete list of the labor councils 
k of the CRDC in supporting the members of the 
o were indicted a year ago in the famous Minnea- 
names of the national, slate and district labor 

the convictions arising out of the indictment, and 
its efforts to appeal the convictions. According 
ave also passed resolutions condemning the con- 
time of only those who made contributions to the

J O IN T  L A B O R  B O D IE S  W H IC H  
H A V E  M A D E  D IR E C T  C O N T R IB U ­
T IO N S  TO  T H E  C R D C :
San Francisco In d u s tr ia l Un ion Council, CIO 
Bucks County In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council No. 2  ̂

CIO, Q uakertown, Pa.
B rid ge po rt (Conn.) In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council, CIO 
B a ltim ore  IL G W U  J o in t Boagd, A F L  
New Y ork  C ity  IL G W U  Jo in t Board o f Locals 

10, 22, GO, 89, A F L  
Rochester (N . Y .) R a ilroad Council 
D is tr ic t 11 Council, U n ited  A u to  W orkers, CIO, 
B u ffa lo , N. Y.
Jo in t Council 13, U n ited Shoe W orkers, CIO, New 

Y ork
Jo in t A dv iso ry  Council, U n ited  R e ta il and W hole­

sale Employes, CIO, St, Louis, Mo.

J O IN T  L A B O R  B O D IE S  W H IC H
h a v e  P a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  s u p -
P O R T IN C  T H E  W O R K  O F T H E  
CRDC

N ationa l Convention, U n ited  T ransp o rt Service 
Employees, CIO

New Jersey State In d u s tr ia l Union Council, CIO 
Steel C ity  In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council, CIO, P itts ­

burgh, Pa.

St. Louis (M o.) In d u s tr ia l Un ion Council, CIO 

Lou isv ille  (K y .)  In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council, CIO 
T renton (N . J:) In d u s tr ia l Union Council, CIO 

New Haven (Conn.) In d u s tr ia l Union Council, 

CIO

LO C A L U N IO N S W H IC H  H A V E  M A D E  D IR E C T  C O N T R IB U T IO N S
TO  T H E  C R D C :

-----------------------------------— — ---------- <v

(11G U n ive rs ity  Place, N. Y.) lias 
published two pamphlets on the 
tr ia l The firs t, Social ism On 
T i iu l  by  James P. Cannon, N a tio ­
nal Secretary of the Socialist 
W orkers Party, and one of those 
convicted, contains his verbatim  
testim ony: the second. In Defense 
Of Socialism, by A lbert Goldman, 
chief defense counsel and also one 
o f the convicted defendants, con­
ta ins fhe closing address fo r the 
defense to the ju ry .

The case is now being pre­
pared for appeal to the Circuit 
Court of Appeals in St. Louis.
I t  w ill probably be heard there 
in October, the CRDC announc­
ed. It  is expected that the ap­
peal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court, in which the constitu­
tionality of the Smith- “Gag” 
act w ill be tested for the first 
time, w ill take place some time 
in February, 1943. The CRDC 
is now appealing to all friends 
of civil liberties to contribute 
toward this figh t to carry the 
case to the highest courts, 
which w ill necessitate the ex­
penditure of over $5,000.

In  tlie very recent period the 
CRDC upon the request of Team­
sters Local .544-CIO has under­
taken to give assistance in  the ap­
peal o f the d is tr ic t court convic­
tion  of K e lly  Postal, local secre­
tary-treasurer, and in  the defense 
of other members of the local 
union executive board. Also, the 
Committee is a id ing  in the de­
fense of Carl Skoglund. who faces 
deportation charges as well as 
state charges. The Committee has 
announced tha t i t  must raise 
$1500 to fight these state cases.

Locals o f  U n ited  A u to  
W o rke rs , G IO :

Loca ls o f  Am algam ated 
C lo th in g  W o rk e rs , C IO :

Locals o f  In te rn a tio n a l 
W o o dw orke rs  o f  A m er-

I N  M E M O R IAM
E dw in  N. Ja ffee  

R ona ld  J. Tearse 

D a v id  H . U d e ll

First American Trotskyist casualties of World War 1! 
are three young merchant marine seamen who were lost at 
sea after their ship had been attacked by a German U-boat. 
A ll three were members of the Seafarers International Union. 
A ll three were active young revolutionists who carried the 
message of socialism to their fellow-workers in the midst of 
the greatest perils. That was their work. They were killed at 
their posts.

We tlip our banners over the watery grave of our martyrs. 
We honor their memories by continuing the fight to which 
they had- dedicated their lives.

O R D E R  N O W
WHILE WE CAN STILL SUPPLY FROM 

OUR STOCK
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O R D E R  FR O M

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S
1 16  U n iv e rs ity  P lace New Y o rk ,  N . Y .

E d ito r;
On June 22 there appeared in 

the N. Y. T im es an advertisem ent 
addressed to C hurch ill, paid fo r  
by the Com m ittee fo r  a Jewish 
A rm y , and signed by P ie rre  van 
Passen, na tiona l cha irm an o f th is  
com m ittee. The a p p c a 1 to 
C hurch ill so lic its  support fo r  a 
“ Jew ish A rm y  based on Pales­
tine. . . (w h ich) w i l l  f ig h t  on a ll 
required ba ttle fie lds  side by side 
w ith  the U n ited  States, G reat 
B r ita in , and the o ther A llie d  na­
tions.”

S im ultaneously w ith  th is  ap­
peal came the re p o rt o f the  fa l l  
o f Tobruk and the advance o f 
the Nazi forces in to  E gyp t. P a l­
estine, as a stra teg ic  m il ita ry  
po in t, lies in the path o f the 
Nazis seeking to reach the rich 
o il fe lds o f the N ear East, and i t  
is no wonder th a t the Jew ish peo­
ple everywhere are increasing ly  
concerned over the p o ss ib ility  o f 
a German invasion o f Palestine.

This appeal, expressing . the 
sentim ents o f a vast section o f 
the Z ion ists, is a ve ry  in te res ting  
document. We can see c learly  
fro m  i t  w h a t is m eant by the 
Jew ish A rm y  fo r  which some fo r ­
ces have been asking.

I t  is e n tire ly  possible th a t such 
a Jew ish a rm y  would be sent to 
Ind ia  o r South A fr ic a  to be used 
as fo re ign  mercenaries to  keep 
the na tive  peoples in subjection. 
Perhaps i t  would be used to  s t i­
fle  the Arabs f ig h t in g  fo r  inde­
pendence in  the N ear East. R a th­
e r than a too l o f defense, the 
Jew ish army- could easily be used 
as a too l o f B r it is h  oppression. 
To the Z ion is t leaders the Jew ­
ish a n n y  is a p o litica l ba rte r! 
In  re tu rn  fo r  se lling  the Pales­
tin ia n  masses in to  the service o f 
B r it is h  im peria lism , the Z ion is t 
leadership hopes to ge t a few  
concessions in the fu tu re .

Palestine is a na tion o f 1,650,- 
000 people, tw o -th ird s  o f whom 
are A rabs. Can an a rm y  be “ bas­
ed on Palestine”  and y e t no t in ­
clude the A rabs? Defense against 
im p e ria lis t invasion is as v ita l 
to the A rab  w orkers  and peas­
ants as to the Jews. Y e t the 
Z ion is t leaders com plete ly ignore 
the A rabs, th a t is, the m a jo r ity  
o f the population.

The Z ion is t leadership w i l l  re ­
je c t the idea o f cooperation w ith  
the A rabs on the grounds th a t 
the A rabs are “ an tagon is tic .”  B u t

w ha t has been the cause o f th is  
antagonism  ? Z ion ists tim e  and 
again have acknowledged th a t  
B r ita in  has in te n tio n a lly  fo s te r­
ed antagonism  o f Jew and A rab  
in  order to be able to d iv ide and 
ru le . Y e t today these same Z ion­
ists are t ry in g  to  fo rg e t w h a t 
they said yesterday and are p la y ­
in g  d ire c tly  in to  the bands o f 
the B r it is h  —  to say no th ing  o f 
the fa c t th a t they  are thus m ak­
in g  i t  easier fo r  H it le r  to make 
headway in the N ear East.

The Jewish and A ra b  w orkers 
and peasants have a common 
basis fo r  cooperation. T ha t basis 
exists in the jo in t  s trugg le  fo r  
independence from  im p e ria lis t t y ­
ranny, the A ra b  landlords and 
Jewish reactionary  elements 
(R u ttenberg , P la n ta tio n  Owners’ 
A ssocia tion). In  th is  s trugg le  
they w il l  destroy those ve ry  ele­
ments w h ich have ins tiga ted  the 
an im os ity  between them.

They m ust jo in  hands in the 
s trugg le  fo r :

1. A  Jew ish-A rab  w o rke rs ’ and 
peasants’ m ilit ia .

2. U n ific a tio n  o f a ll organized 
and unorganized A rab  and Jew­
ish workers in to  one labo r union 
federation. A bo litio n  o f the pres­
ent A ll-Jew ish  Labor P o licy and 
in its  stead establish an A ll-  
Union Labor Policy.

3. Replacement o f the d ic ta to r­
ia l ru le  o f the B r it is h  Colonia l 
O ffice w ith  a C onstituen t Assem­
b ly  based on un iversa l su ffrage .

T. LE W IS , 
New Y o rk , N. Y. 

June 29, 1942.

Petain Statement Bares 
Role Of French Bosses

(Continued from page 1)

and thus c learly  reveals the char­
acter of cap ita lis t democracy: an 
apparatus of dom ination covered 
over w ith  some decorative cur­
tains. Petain has not “ betrayed.”  
He has s im p ly  li f te d  the th read­
bare curta ins.

W HO  W AS '‘G U IL T Y *’?
Since the defeat of France, a 

b ig  polemic lias begun between 
the r ig h t and the le ft over the 
question of "re spon s ib ility ." The 
r ig h t, which now h o l d s  power, 
even arranged the Riom  t r ia l  to 
establish the respons ib ility  of the 
le ft. Many accusations have been 
exchanged and we m ust recognize 
th a t most of them are justified . 
The tru th  is th a t both sides are 
often correct at the same time.

For us. those responsible fo r the 
present m isfortunes of France are 
obviously those who held the pow­
er in th e ir hands, th a t is, the 
French ru lin g  class. Its  dom ina­
tion  had been m ainta ined a lte r­
nately by its  lackeys of the r ig h t 
and o f the le ft. And both are 
equally g u ilty : from  Poincare and

IN  H A R L E M

The Militant
is on  sale at the  
southeast c o rn e r  
o f  1 2 5 th  S treet 

and Len o x  Avenue

Clemenceau, arch itects of the 
Versailles Treaty, to B lum  and 
Thorez, saviors of the regime of 
June ’36.

FR A N C E  IN  1936

The recent h is to ry  of France 
remains incom prehensible i f  one 
does not take Into consideration 
th is  fundam ental fac t: In J u n e  
1936 France had entered a revo­
lu tio n a ry  period. V ic to ry  was 
possible and even re la tive ly  easy 
w ith  a bold w o rk ing  class leader­
ship. The m is fortune was tha t 
the two w orkers ’ parties. Social­
is t and S ta lin is t, as well as the 
trade union leadership, d id  every­
th in g  In th e ir  power to check the 
offensive o f the masses.

They had no lack o f a rgum ents:

“ I t  is necessary firs t of a ll to 
strugg le against fascism.”  But the 
claws o f fascism  now extend over 
a ll of Europe! "W e m ust defend 
democracy.”  B u t  d ic ta torsh ip  
now rules everywhere! "W e must 
rise to the defense of the na tion ." 
But the nation has been hurled 
in to  defeat and oppression!

The on ly  road o f sa lva tion  fo r  
France is w orkers ’ power. G u ilt 
fo r the present m isfortunes of the 
French people rests above a ll on 
those who blocked the w orkers ’ 
march forw ard, the wretches who 
betrayed the tru s t the workers 
had placed in them : Jouliaux, 
Blum, Thorez.

Petain's declaration shows the 
de term ination  and intransigeance 
w ith  which the French cap ita lis ts 
defend th e ir  class interests. Let 
the workers create a leadership 
which has the same fierce loya lty  
to the in terests of the oppressed 
—and th e ir v ic to ry  is assured!
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J U L Y  11,  19 4 2 T H E  M I L I T A N T — T H R E E ?

‘LA B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
C A N N O T E M A N C IP A T E  IT S K U T  
W H E R E  LA B O R  W IT H  A B LA C K  
s k in  IB BRANDED" — KARL 
MARX.

The

Negro Struggle
: B y  A lb e r t  P a rk e r :

The Pittsburgh Courier  po in t­
ed out e d ito r ia lly  on June 27 
tha t the leaders of the March- 
on-W ashington movement”  do 
not. have a program ”  of action 
and tha t there is no “ m achinery 
fo r c a rry in g  out a program if  
there were one.”  T h is  is un­
doubtedly correct, and consti­
tutes the ch ie f weakness of the 
movement. B u t w hat follows 
from  that ?

The Courier, which does not 
have any program  either, con­
cludes from  th is  tha t the move­
m ent is “ unnecessary" and im ­
plies tha t tim e spent try in g  to 
bu ild  i t  is wasted. We, the 
T ro tsky is ts , who do have, a p ro­
gram, reach the en tire ly  d iffe r ­
ent conclusion that the job fo r 
class-conscious Negro workers is 
to jo in  th is  movement and do 
everyth ing possible to s treng th­
en and bu ild  it by advancing the 
program  th a t w i l l  best protect 
the in terests of the Negro peo­
ple. and t ry in g  to get the move­
ment to adopt th is  program.

The objective of the M arcli-on- 
W ashington movement, as ex­
pressed in its  recently-adopted 
8 points, is the abo lition  of ra ­
c ia l d isc rim ina tion  wherever it  
exists. AVitli th is  objective the 
Negro masses, sick of being told 
to fight fo r freedom abroad and 
o f being denied i t  at home, are 
in  fu l l  agreement. Because the 
movement has urged the neces­
s ity  of F IG H T IN G  fo r democ­
racy at home NOW, the masses 
are look ing  to it  fo r leadership 
in  tha t fight. W hat we offer 
here is a program  of action in ­
d ica ting  HOW the masses can 
c a rry  on th is  struggle fo r demo­
cra tic  r ig h ts :

1. T he  m ovem ent m ust 
be placed on  a stable, 
dem ocra tic  basis.

A t present, except fo r a few 
leading committees in  some of 
the la rg e r cities, the movement 
does not have a defin ite and 
c le a rly  recognizable member­
ship. The lank-and-file  workers 
who want to bu ild  the movement 
have been offered no th ing  to do 
in  the last year but to help swell 
the attendance at one mass meet­
ing. The on ly sense in  which 
they belong to the movement 
therefore is in  th e ir  w illingness 
to support it. Everybody is a 
member in  th is  sense — and no­
body. I t  is hard fo r a w orker 
to have sustained in te rest and 
confidence in such a movement.

T h e  M a r c  h-on-AA^ashington 
movement is more than a year 
old, its  name is w ell known, and 
i t  is tim e th a t i t  became a def­
in ite  organization —  w ith  mem­
bers belonging to i t  in  the same 
sense tha t they belong to active, 
democratic trade unions: w ith  a 
constitu tion  c learly  s ta ting  the 
responsib ilities and the p r iv i­
leges o f m embership: w ith  o f­
ficers who are elected by and re ­
sponsible to  the rank-and-file .

Th is last point, in v o lv in g  the 
problem of leadership of the 
movement, is very im portan t. 
The present national leaders do 
more o r less what, when and 
how they th in k  is best. They 
were never elected by anyone, 
consequently they do not con­
sult anyone, and run the organ­
iza tion  as though it  belonged to 
them. Even i f  they were fo l­
low ing  the most correct policies 
in  the world, th is  would not 
make fo r a healthy s itua tion . 
AVhen they fo llow  incorrect pol­
icies under these circumstances, 
the rank and file — in  whom 
we have fa r more eonfidence 
than the leaders —  has no way 
o f co rrecting  them, has no w ay 
of showing th e ir  d issatisfaction 
except by w a lk in g  out o f the 
organization. cThe undemocratic 
setup of t lie  movement resulted 
in  ju s t such a w a lkou t a year 
ago when Randolph called o ff 
the March on AVashington w ith ­
out the approval or consulta tion 
of the members.

The fu tu re  of the movement 
depends, therefore, on creating 
an organ ization w ith  a defin ite 
membership and a leadership 
w h ich  w il l  be responsible to the 
membership.

2. The  m ovem ent m ust 
m ake  a il a lliance  w ith  
the  la b o r m ovem ent.

The Negro people w i l l  never 
achieve th e ir  em ancipation un­
less they themselves active ly  en­
te r and assume leadership of 
th a t struggle. That goes w ith ou t 
Baying. B ut i t  does not mean 
th a t the Negro people can ob­
ta in  th e ir em ancipation by th e ir 
own e ffo rts  alone.

The ru lin g  class tha t exp lo its 
and oppresses the Negroes is 
on ly a small m in o r ity  of the pop­
u la tion , much sm aller than the 
Negro one-tenth o f the nation. 
B u t tha t ru lin g  class, although 
sm all in  numbers, is powerfu l 
enough to m a in ta in  its  ru le  over 
not on ly  the Negro but also the

w h ite  workers. AVithout the aid 
and support of the w h ite  w ork­
ers, the Negroes w il l  never* be 
able to ga in th e ir  r ig h ts  from  
Am erica’s S ix ty  Fam ilies.

Negro and w h ite  workers have 
both a common enemy and com­
mon problem s to solve. There 
are s t i l l  some w h ite  workers 
misguided by cap ita lis t propa­
ganda who do not know it ,  but 
they can never w in  real security  
and freedom as long as the boss­
es are able to keep the w o rk ing  
class divided along racia l or 
other lines. The w h ite  w orker 
needs the Negro, the Negro 
w orker needs the w h ite  worker. 
The trade union movement 
needs Negro support in  the light 
against the employers, the 
March-on-W ashington movement 
needs the support of the great 
trade union movement in  the 
figh t against J im  Crow. Only 
through u n ity  w ill the labor 
movement and t h e  N e g r o  
strugg le make progress.

N o th ing  would be better at 
th is  stage than fo r the M arch- 
on-AVasliington movement to say 
to the trade unions: "We  are 
organ iz ing to figh t our own spe­
c ia l problems, but we are awai'e 
of the connection between our 
problems as Negroes and our 
problems as workers. AVe pledge 
you fu ll support in  your fight, 
we promise to aid you in  your 
fight in  every way we can. In  
re tu rn  we ask you fo r help in 
our fight, we call on you to 
launch a campaign to w ipe out 
a ll traces of rac ia l d isc rim in a ­
tion  tha t s t i l l  rem ain in the la­
bor movement, we ask you to 
in s is t tha t the employers cease 
a ll d isc rim ina tion  in  the fac­
tories.”

The na tu ra l resu lt o f such an 
appeal to the unions would be 
progress a ll up and down the 
line, and p a rtic u la r ly  the m ob il­
ization of tha t k in d  of support 
fo r the objectives of the M arch- 
on-AVashington movement which 
the J im  Crow ru lin g  class fears 
most of a ll.

3. T he  m ovem ent m ust 
recognize the  p o lit ic a l 
cha racte r o f  its  s trugg le  
and take steps to  f ig h t its  
enem ies on the p o lit ic a l 
fie ld .

Only a b lind  man or a fool 
would deny tha t J im  Crow has 
some of its  most powerfu l de­
fenders s it t in g  in the seats of 
public, office and b lock ing a ll ef­
forts to outlaw  d isc rim ina tion  
by legis la tion. Congress refuses 
to pass anti-lynch and anti-po ll- 
tax b ills  because the southern 
Democrats don’t w ant them 
passed, because the Democrats 
and the Republicans of the 
north  w ant the support and 
friendsh ip  of the southern De­
mocrats. The in fluence of these 
poll-tax po litic ians extends in to  
a ll brahehes of the government, 
in c lud ing  the AV’h ite  House.

These southern Democrats 
w ill never peacefully com pro­
mise on the question of Negro 
rig h ts , they have boasted a thou­
sand tim es tha t they w il l  fight 
to the death ra the r than give in 
on it .  There is no sense in  ver­
ba lly  denouncing these defenders 
of J im  Crow unless at the same 
tim e  you prepare a relentless 
campaign to drive  them out of 
power — and- tha t can be done 
on ly  by breaking w ith , and 
figh ting  against, the Dem ocratic 
and Republican Parties, which 
have fo r more than half-a-cen- 
tu ry  stood united against the 
Negro people.

There w i l l  of course be some 
people who w il l  say, "L e t's  not 
b ring  po litics  in to  the organiza­
tion .”  But tha t is lik e  saying, 
"L e t us figh t our enemies w ith  
one hand tied behind our back." 
Or like  saying, "L e t us figh t to 
force the adoption of new laws, 
but le t ’s leave our enemies in 
con tro l o f the  governm ent, so 
th a t they can sabotage and pre­
vent the ca rry ing  out of the 
new laws as they did w ith  the 
old laws.”

L ik e  the w h ite  workers, the 
Negro people, need a p a rty  Which 
w il l  represent the in terests of 
the masses and raise, the same 
demands on the po litica l field 
which the masses raise in  th e ir 
unions and on th e ir  picket 
lines: an independent labor par­
ty  contro lled by the w orkers ’ o r­
ganizations, p a rtic u la r ly  the un­
ions and Negro organizations.

There are other steps the 
March-on-AVashington m o v e -  
ment can and should take, and 
we w i l l  discuss them some 
other tim e. B ut I f  the move­
m ent s tarts the ba ll ro llin g  by 
adopting th is  three-point pro­
gram  of action,, no power on 
earth w i l l  be able to keep it 
from  becoming the most im ­
po rtan t and effective Negro 
o rgan iza tion  th is  coun try  has 
ever seen.

Niemoeller Admits Church 
Helped H itle r To Power

By A. R O LAND

An Allied victory would bring the attempt to establish some 
form df German state satisfactory to the “ democratic”  victors. 
The dictatorship of the victorious armed forces would at some 
stage (granted that they could tighten control to the point where 
proletarian revolution could be prevented—this only for the sake 
of argument) try  to cloak itself

t h ­

under some German puppet gov­
ernment, democratic in form  
only. The Allies would undoubt­
edly turn to some of those 
Church figures who have been 
martyrized by H itler. Niemocl- 
ler, if  still alive, would become 
a very likely candidate fo r high 
office.

I t  is therefore of interest to 
see where the Protestant Church 
guided by the Niemoellers stood 
during the entire period of reac­
tion. Some light is thrown on the 
positiofi of the Church in t h e  
book w ritten  by the Jewish re­
fugee, Leo Stein. This refugee, a 
form er German judge ousted by 
the Nazis when they c a m e  to 
power, met and talked w ith N ie- 
moeller in prison. W hat he tell?> 
is of the greatest importance. 
Since it  is. told in the spirit of 
great admiration for Niemoeller, 
it cannot be considered as pre­
judiced against the evangelical 
pastor.

Through Niemoeller one sees 
the attitude of the Church to the 
W eim ar Republic. The W eim ar 
constitution proclaimed the sepa­
ration of Church and State. Th<i 
formal separation that had theor­
etically existed prior to the fo r­
mation of the democratic state, 
was a myth. The Church l'eceiv- 
ed financial support from  the va­
rious crowned heads of the Ger­
man principalities. Stein quotes 
directy the words of Nicmoller:

R E L A T IO N  B E T W E E N  
C H U R C H  A N D  S T A T E

“The crowned heads of t h e  
states, who themselves derived 
the right from God, according to 
the theory of that time, were in­
terested in the moral authority  
of the Church, which, on her 
part, did everything she could to 
jus tify  and confirm those claims 
by connecting the worldly power 
of the Crowns w ith the mysticism 
of the Faith, So the Faith  and 
the Church were protected by 
their mutual interests. T h a t  
meant that State did not allow 
any attack on Church or religion 
and that the Church supported 
with all her power the Crown and 
State. Furthermore, the Church 
received financial support from 
the State, so that she could fulfill 
her manifold tasks without hav­
ing to resort to heavy taxation of 
her followers.”

The W eim ar Republic changed 
a ll of this. Separation of church

and state became a very p ra tica l 
m atter, since i t  meant a heavy 
blow at. Church finances. T h e  
state perm itted ' members who did 
not w ish to continue paying mo­
ney to the Church, to discontinue 
th e ir  membership. N iem oeller 
stated: “ In  B e rlin  alone, at a s in ­
gle meeting, many hundreds a- 
vailed themselves of th is  easy op­
p o rtu n ity  to void the in  church 
membership and thus escape con­
trib u tio n s  to church support.”  
M arriage became a simple legal 
contract, req u iring  no Church 
ceremonies. C h ild ren were no 
longer required to give compul­
sory attendance to Church schools. 
“ S ta tis tics showed tha t i f  these 
conditions continued, the Church 
as an organ ization would be de­
stroyed w ith in  th irty , years.”

I t  became clear to N iem oeller 
and the others tha t the existence 
of the Evangelica l Church depend­
ed on continued close connection 
w ith  the State. B u t the Church 
could not and would not come to 
term s w ith  a Social-Democratic 
government. Hence it  looked a- 
round fo r some po litica l force 
th a t would restore the conditions 
which had existed before 1918. A t 
f irs t N iem oeller f lir te d  w ith  the 
reactionary German N ational Par­
ty  under Hugenberg. AVhen i t  be­
came clear th a t not th is  p a rty  but 
the N ational Socialist P arty  would 
come to power, the Evangelical 
Church gave its  support to H itle r.

T H E Y  UN DERSTO O D 
T H E  N A Z I PROGRAM

The Niemoellers were quite 
aware o f the program of the Na­
zis, but th e ir  own reactionary in ­
terests tied in  w ith  those- of the 
en tire  counter-revolution. “ A l­
though. we were aware tha t the 
Nazi ideology was, in  part d irec t­
ed against the Jews and tha t i t  
apparently favored some sort of 
paganism, we were, as I  m ust ad­
m it. l i t t le  concerned w ith  that. 
F o r we took these shibboleths me­
re ly  as slogans which would be 
useful to a ttra c t the masses, 
which would be dropped as soon 
as the Nazis atta ined power and 
assumed po litica l respons ib ility .” 
N iem oeller was in  d irec t touch 
w ith  H it le r  and gave the Fuehrer 
the support of the Church. The 
churchmen were also among the 
go-betweens who served to recon­
c ile  the decrepit H indenburg, and 
the conservatives in general, w ith  
the middle-class fascists.

The rude awakening of the Nie- 
moellers came a fte r they had

helped boost H it le r  to power. The 
Nazi movement fe lt its e lf endang­
ered so long as any other move­
ment remained in  existence that 
was not completely dom inated by 
the to ta lita r ia n  state. Even a 
Church th a t was theore tica lly  in ­
dependent, tha t professed loya lty  
to fortes other than those of Na­
tion a l Socialism, m ig h t become a 
focal po in t fo r serious com petition 
and opposition. No organized 
force was to be perm itted  to exist 
unless it  was completely in te g ra t­
ed in to  the to ta lita r ia n  s ta te .That 
meant tha t the Church was to be­
come another m erely subordinate 
in s titu tio n  of the state. The 
Church was to become a purely 
national a ffa ir, subscrib ing whole­
heartedly to whatever doctrines 
suited H itle r. The N a z i s  were 
qu ite  w illin g  to give financia l sup­
port to an in s titu t io n  of th is  k ind.

The rude, d irect in te rven tion  of 
the Nazis in  Church a ffa irs  w ith ­
out any by-your-leave requests 
made to the incum bent Church o f­
ficials, brought a very qu ick rup ­
ture. The Church h iera rchy fe lt 
its  in terests com pletely underm in­
ed and recoiled— too late!

These in terests were then in ­
terpreted in terms of H o ly Doc­
trines. The la tte r  had played no 
p a rt at a ll in  the ea rly  negotia­
tions, as adm itted by the pastor 
h im self. Only when the clash be­
came one of fundam ental interests, 
financia l and a u tho rita rian , did 
(he m atte r o f doctrine assume 
"im portance.”  T ha t is the. in ev i­
table conclusion of any objective 
study of the re la tions between 
H it le r  a n d the Evangelical 
Church. The reactionary a ttitude  
and ac tiv itie s  of the Church stand 
here self-confessed.

The C. P.'s Scab-Like 
Role  In  W aller Case

(Continued from  page 1)

Odell Waller 
Is Dead

(Continued from page 1)
and brutal ruiing class of the south which rules by the rope, 
the torch and the poll tax, of the capitalist class of employers 
and landowners who openly stated on June 29 during the last 
hearing on the W aller ease that if W aller escaped the chair, 
a wave of violence would break out against the Negroes in P itt­
sylvania County, and that from then on Negroes would get lynch- 
ings instead of trials.

Ira the eyes of this ruling class the struggle to save AValler 
had become a symbol. For them the murder of W aller was like­
wise a symbol.

The working class, Negro and white, must also regard the 
death of W aller as a symbol —  and as a lesson.

I t  is a symbol of the ruling class’s unrelenting hatred for 
all those w'ho challenge the system where the Negro must “stay 
in his place” regardless of what his white masters do to him, 
where the sharecropper must not figh t back against his landlord 
even in self-defense.

I t  teaches the lesson that the working class cannot expect 
anything from the capitalist courts but class injustice. That 
they cannot get any concessions from the capitalist class except 
by conducting the most irreconcilable class struggle against 
them. That they must prepare themselves, when they figh t for 
their rights, to resist all the violence that the capitalists can 
organize.

*  *  *

Good-bye, Odell W aller. Take your place beside Sacco and 
Vanzetti, Joe H ill, the Haym arket M artyrs and the other sons 
of the working class who like you never had a “chance” for jus­
tice in the capitalist courts.

The N . Y. Times, which donned a semi-liberal mask in w rit­
ing about your case during the last weeks of your life, took it  
off the day a fte r you were killed. “Odell W aller,” their editorial 
said, “ . . .is beyond all explanations or forgiveness. . . I t  w ill 
never again be of much importance to determine whether or 
not he intended to k ill Oscar Davis, and whether or not Oscar 
Davis had cheated him.”

Do not fear, Odell W aller. The advanced Negro and white 
workers w ill not be deceived by the attempts of the capitalist 
press to gloss over the significance of your case. W e shall not 
forget you or the fact that you were killed because the bosses 
fear the working class.

AVe shall not forget you, and we shall not rest until we 
have avenged your death and the sufferings of the million other 
Odell W allers in the south who may die more slowly and with  
less pubicity than you received, but who are no less the victims 
of the capitalist-landlord system of exploitation and oppression.

W e  shall avenge you, Odell W aller, by the abolition of that 
system and the creation of a new society where humanity w ill 
live in brotherhood and peace.

ist failure to say anything about 
the case.

T H E IR  M A IN  T H E M E
When their source fo r quota­

tions'then condemned W aller to 
die, the Stalinists criticized him 
for his “stupidity.” From then 
on, they concentrated on- one 
main theme: The execution of 
W aller is bad because it  w ill give 
“the foul and hypocritical defeat­
ists” an opportunity “to divide 
national unity and weaken our 
Whole w ar e ffo rt” (July 2, Daily  
AVorker). And afte r W aller was 
electrocuted, they continued to 
lament about the “stupidity” of 
Darden and others fo r giving  
“all the politically unscrupulous 
elements— the unspeakable T ro t­
skyists and their Norman Tho­
mas bedfellows” a handle “to un­
dermine the w ar e ffo rt” (July 3).

This was really their chief 
lament. They were worried about 
the bitterness of the Negro and 
concerned w ith curbing it. The 
Harlem C. P. functionary, A. W . 
Berry, announced the holding of 
a W aller protest ra lly— the first 
meeting they held on the case 
was 3 days a fte r AValler’s death 
— whose aim would be to awaken 
the Negro people- “to their real 
stakes in the w ar.”

And naturally, when the Stal­
inists’ chief concern in the AVal­
ler case was using it as a vehicle 
for gaining support fo r the w ar 
from the Negro masses, they 
could not be too critical about 
the role of Roosevelt in refusing 
to meet w itlj the delegations of 
Negro leaders who came to 
AVashington to plead w ith him at 
the last moment for the estab­
lishment of a Commission of In ­
quiry that would have the effect 
of holding up the execution.

AVHITEA\rASH RO O SEVELT
So Roosevelt’s role was light­

ly glossed over by the D A IL Y  
W O R KER. On this question, 
i t  is true, they used the strong­
est language against Roosevelt

that, they have employed at any 
time in the last year. They 
said: “President’s Roosevelt’s 
failure to speak out and to in­
tercede in the name of simple 
justice and national unity, is to 
be deplored.”

Deplored! As long as Roose­
velt has such servile tools as the 
Stalinists in the working class, 
no wonder he feels hq can get a- 
way with such things.

But even so, there must have 
been some complaints from the 
Stalinist leaders about such 
strong language against their 
“commander-in-chief.”

For two days later, on a page 
devoted to the W aller case and 
the polltax, The Daily AA;orker an 
nounced in very large type that 
Roosevelt too had once said he 

1 was opposed to the p o l l  tax.
1 Since nothing else on the page 
1 had anything to say about the 
| W aller case and Roosevelt’s role 
| in it, this was obviously an a t ­

tempt to whitewash the Presi- 
I dent who has three times been 

elected to the highest office in 
the nation with the aid of the 
poll tax and the poll taxers.

But while the editorial of 
July 3 “deplored” Roosevelt’s 
“failure,” the Stalinist protest 
rally in Harlem on July 5 did 
nothing of the kind, according 
to their o w n report on t. h e 
meeting the next day.

And since they couldn’t a t­
tack Roosevelt, (fo r that would 
“harm the w ar e ffo rt” ) , they 
attacked —  t h e  Trotskyists. 
James Ford, one of the main 
speakers declared that “mis­
handling of the case by t h e  
Trotskyists did great harm to 
AValler.” He urged that “the 
errors they committed be ade­
quately investigated!”

Truly , when it  comes to brazen 
slander and hypocritical defama­
tion, the Stalinists have nothing 
to learn from the Nazis.
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Notes On The Soviet- 
U. S. - British Pacts

IT. M. M O RRISO N ' a

I f  we e lim ina te  from  the when S ta lin  is s t i l l  in  power,
agreements which the Soviet U n W ith o u t a s trong  revo lu tion -
ion entered in to  w ith  Great B r it-  a ry  pa rty  to give leadership to
ain  and the U n ited States a ll the masses. S ta lin  may succeed-
clauses dealing w ith  im m ediate ed in  p lacing h im se lf a t the
economic and m il ita ry  aid. there head of any revo lu tiona ry  movei
rem ain provis ions w h ich  have inent. I t  is true th a t a revo lu-
exceedingly dangerous im plica- tion  in Europe means his doom,
tions fo r  any w o rkers ’ revolu- hut tha t is on ly  in the long-run.
tion  in Europe and fo r the con- I t  is qu ite probable r lia t w ith
tinned existence ol' the Soviet the pow erfu l resources a t h is
Union. I f  these provisions were command lie w in  be able, fo r a
to be s tr ic t ly  observed, then the tim e  a t least, to have tire GPU
Red A rm y would have the task. take contro l of the revo lu tiona ry
together w ith  the B r it is h  im per- masses.
ia lts t arm y, of crush ing any j n au p ro b a b ility  the Russian 
w orkers ’ up ris ing . F urthe rm ore  masses w ill represent the great-
the S talin ist, government would est  danger to S ta lin  in  case of
open w ide (he doors of the So- s trong  revo lu tiona ry  up ris ings
v ie t Union to fore ign capita l and ; n Europe. For they know w hat
commodities. the S ta lin is t regime means in

As T Indicated last week, we practice. The E ng lish  workers, 
need not expect observance of know ing  on ly  th e ir  c a p ita lis t 
any treaties but th a t does not antj  labo r leaders ope ra ting  
mean tha t they do not have any on the basis o f a decaying 
significance. They may, of cap ita lism , m ay look upon 
course, be observed and even i f  S ta lin  as a g re a t revo lu tion - 
t lie y  are not, they show tenden- ary  leader, but not the Russian 
ctes tha t are im portan t to note. masses who to le rate h is leader- 

Roosevelt and, C h urch ill know  ship because they see no th ing  
w hat k in d  of Europe they w ant b llt  reaction in  the west. Le t 
i f  and when H it le r  is defeated. the workers of W estern Europe 
They want a Europe w ith  Ger- raise th e ir  heads and the Russ- 
many com plete ly crushed and j an masses w ill no longer fear 
the European people su ffic ien tly  ca llin g  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
alive to purchase B r it is h  and to account. We look to the 
Am erican goods. They w ant a Russian workers to p lay a deci- 
ca p ita lis t Europe w ith  w orkers Sj ve ro le ;n th w a rtin g  any at- 
satisfied to he explo ited and na- tem p t by S ta lin  e ith e r to  crash 
tive  cap ita lis ts  satisfied w ith  a a w orkers ’ revo lu tion  in  Europe 
small share of the profits. o r to gain contro l of it fo r the

And th is  is the k in d  of Europe benefit of the S ta lin is t bureau- 
th a t t lie  agreements in  actual- craey. 
i t y  provide for. There are no 4 t  .
specific clauses to tha t effect hut
there is no other conclusion pos- *n *'ie Lend-Lease agreement 
sible when one takes the real- ®Jsned by Secretary of State
itie s  of the s itua tion  in to  con- IIu11 and Am bassador L itv in o v , 
si deration we have t,le  ^a' se and treach -

„  ,  „  • erous idea th a t perm anent peace
. can be achieved under cap ita lism  

The clause in 1 lie B r it is h  pact , . ,, . ,  ,. . .  . , , ' provided on lv  th a t men of goodw inch appears to lie the most ... . ,, . , . ,, .  .
. . .  i  ■ , i  r  l  - a  w ill are at the head of the varl-

s igm fican t ,s the f irs t  one in  A r -  oujj governm ents. 0ne of the
id e  V. which provides tha t lie of the agreement is to

h igh con tracting  parties, having ..the bases o f a ju s t and en_
regard to the in terests and se- du rf wo,.,d securing or-
c u n ty  of each o f them, agree ^  undc]. ,aw t0 themselves and
to w o rk  together in  close ana . .__ „  Y. . „* . ' . a ll nations. I t  is  qu ite w e ll
fr ie n d ly  collabora tion a fte r re- known tha , jn  the of the
establishm ent o f peace fo r or- c a p ila ljs t w o rld  a w orkers ’ re -
gam zatioq of secuntv and e.co- vo lu „ on jg a v io la tion  of
nom.e p rosperity  in Europe. and ordej.

T ins  clause obviously takes it  „  . • , , . , ,- . , .. . . . . .  . But. the unique and h ig h lyfo r granted th a t i t  is possible to . . -, 1 dangerous prov is ion as fa r  asorganize peace and economic se- . . * .. ~ . , TT.. . * , . the existence of the Soviet Un-c u r ity  in Europe under a capi- ,__ . , . . . . .. ; ion is concerned is the one tha tta lis t regime. The crim e of in - . . „  (t. ,, . .. e, * looks ‘ to the e lim in a tio n  o f a ll
serting  clauses w h ich confuse -____ - .b _ . ,  . . form s of d isc rim in a to ry  treat-
he masses and b lun t th e ir  revo- mertt t0 in te rna tiona l commerce,

lu tio n a ry  energies is a ready an and to the rc fluc tion  o f t a r i f f
old one w ith  the S ta lin is t in i- , ,, , , , . ,, ., and other trade barriers. T h isreauerats. W hat is new in  the . ,, . .  ,, . T, ,, , ,, is the idea th a t H u ll lias beenrlause is tha t fo r the firs t tim e, . . , , . ,. T , . cham pioning since h is stay inas fa r as I can ascertain, the —, . , . , . .0 . . . , . , office. I t  is alm ost a classic for-S ta lin is t bureaucrats have open- , ,, . . . . .  mula fo r free trade under capi-
ly  indicated th e ir  in te n tio n  to ia lism  
w ork together w ith  a cap ita lis t
power fo r the purpose of pre- ^ n(,_ wou*d 1,e f ° ° l iRh to make 
Serving the cap ita lis t system in  a I,os' , ' ve assertion tha t S ta lin  
E ,irope ‘ in tends 16 abide by the im p lica -

I t  is 'a  reasonable in te rpre ta - ! ions of th is  provision. Ohserv-
tion  of th is  clause to conclude c*alise The agreement
th a t S ta lin  agrees to do a ll in  would mean ,ha t s ta ]in  m ust
h is power to prevent revo lu tion - dest>'0^  th,e monopoly o f fo re ign
a ry  disturbances o f anv k ind  in  t rade in  the Soviet U n ion, th a t
Europe. Surely, fo r the B r it is h  is ’ desl>’oy the basic in s tru m en t
governm ent to organize "secur- the  Soviet governm ent fo r 
i t y ”  means to suppress any at- guard ing  nationalized property
tem pt by the workers to in s ti- ,n peace tim e - To pe rm it cap1’
tu te  th e ir  own revo lu tiona ry  taHste ,0 send th e ir  goods in t0
government. the Soviet Union and sell them

t  free ly  would resu lt in  underm in-
,, . ... „  in g  the economic s truc tu re  upon

rhe question is: w il l S ta lin  w h ich the Soviet Union is based
attem pt to suppress a w orkers ’ and ther Pf0re to underm ine the
revo lu tion  and thus ca rry  out basis of the Soviet bnreaucracy.
the d e a r im p lica tio n  o f the A1though he once suggested the
pact? That the Soviet bureau- idea of rem ovlng the Soviet {o r.
cracy ,s capable o f do ing so can elgn trade monopoly. S ta lin
he taken fo r  granted. Tt h a n a b  w il l  ba rd Iy in troduce a. measure
ready done so in  Spam. W hether which w U i threaten the very ex-
i w i a ttem pt to do so in  a jstence o f the caste w h ich he
post-war Europe is som ething leads1
tha t one can not pred ic t w ith  I t  nn is t be recognized, how- 
any degree of ce rta in ty  because ever, tha t the extensive destrue-
i t  w i l l  depend e n tire ly  upon the tion  caused by the w a r w i l l  leave
circumstances tha t w ill p reva il the g6v ie t Union in  a ve ry  pre-
a at tim e. carious-s itua tion . S ta lin  m ay be

I f  H it le r  should he defeated compelled to make serious eco- 
we can look forw ard to pow erfu l nomie. and p o litica l concessions
revo lu tiona ry  movements in  Eu- to the cap ita lis t w orld . The
rope. W hether S ta lin  attem pts Lend-Lease agreement m ay con-
to suppress them w il l  depend s titu te  the pretext, fo r such con-
la rge ly  upon the strength of cessions.
these upris ings. I f  they are too The Anglo-Soviet and Soviet- 
pow erfu l to he suppressed, he U n ited States agreements show
.vi 'indoubted ly fo llow  the pol- c le a rly  tha t a defeat o f H itle r ,
icy  o f t ry in g  to assume leader- though absolutely essential fo r
ship and thus c o n tro llin g  them the continued existence o f the
bureaucra tica lly . Sov,8t Unlon dofeg no t th jj

m ust be lecognized tha t the least assure th a t existence. The
le ro ic  resistance o f the Red Av- w orkers’ revo lu tion- in  the ad-

m y has given great prestige to vanced countries and the e lim in -

e m v w iR  h ?  l e t,la i‘  .!in4®U,b t' a tion o f the s ta lip i3 t bureau-y  w i l l  be enhanced i f  H it le r  cracy w ill alone save the Soviet
should be defeated a t a tim e Union.
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British Rule In Egypt
During World War  I

■ —»— —. ,_________

White Book Reveals British Atrocities 
Terrorized Nationalist Movement In 1919

By H O W A R D  A L L E N

This is not the first time that England has felt called upon 
to protect its right to carry the “ white man’s burden” in Egypt.

In 1914, England placed Egypt under its protectorate, jeal­
ously guarding its fertile soil, its Suez Canal which meant water 
transportation to India, and its strategic position because of
geography and its  position as cu l­
tu ra l center of the Mohammedan 
world.

Since the Egyptian monarch 
Abbas was considered a supporter 
of the Germans, he was deposed 
by the B r it is h  and a Sultan was 
found to f i l l  his place. The coun­
try  was placed under m a rtia l law 
and 1,000,000 natives, one-th ir­
teenth of the population at tha t 
tim e were enrolled in  a labor a r­
my under B rit is h  supervision.

The role, of the Egyptians in 
th is  drafted arm y was not very 
pre tty . According to A r th u r  Set- j 
tel, w r it in g  in  the Feb. 1941 L iv ­
ing Age. "objections availed lit t le .  
The Fellahe'en continued to scrub 
mules . . . Expenses o f the B r it ­
ish A rm y were m et out of the 
Royal Egyptian T reasury.”  >

“ We also commandeered food, 
fodder, anim als.”  says E. M. F o r­
ster of the Labor Research De­
partm ent, London, “ often paying 
ta rd ily  and inadequately. Before 
the w ar was over the countryside 
had experienced under B rit is h  
auspices many of the exactions of 
an O rienta l despotism; and as 
prices rose and pneumonic in f lu ­
enza took its  to ll the m isery and 
discontent increased.”
A F T E R  T H E  W A R

"A fte r  the war . . . ”  he con ti­
nues, “ m a rtia l law  was sterner 
than ever and they (E gyptians) 
were treated as members o f a sub­
ject race. They were the more 
amazed because President W ilson 
had proclaimed and Great B rita in  
had adhered to the p rinc ip le  of 
self-determ ination.”

In  spite of the fact tha t the 
Egyp tian  governm ent had broken 
o ff re la tions w ith  Germany im ­
m ediate ly upon the declaration of 
W orld  W ar I, and had in terned 
Germans as enemy aliens, they 
were not rewarded as they had 
hoped.

Instead, when delegates from

the Egyptian Legis la tive Assem­
b ly  tr ied  to ge t passports from  
B r ita in  and France to attend the 
Paris Peace Conference of 1919 
they were turned down. Not only 
were they denied the passports, 
but having made themselves ob­
noxious to the B r it is h  by in s is t­
ing on th e ir  r ig h t to attend, they 
were sum m arily  arrested and four 
o f them, inc lud ing  Zagloul Pasha, 
na tiona lis t leader, were exiled to 
the Island o f Malta.

Accord ing to the W h ite  Book 
published by the Egyptian dele­
gation to the P aris  Peace Confer­
ence, th is  is what happened:

T H E  W H IT E  BOOK
"D elegation to conference re­

fused passports by B r it is h  and 
French. Four leaders arrested 
and deported to Malta.

“ Next day, March 10, the s tu ­
dents of A l-Ashar U n ive rs ity  de­
m onstrated peacefully.

"M arch 11, another peaceful 
dem onstrations were machine 
volley of shots which k illed  a 
certa in number.

"M arch 12. s im ila r  peaceful 
dem onstration were machine 
gunned.

“ M arch 13 and 14, the B r it ­
ish A rm y  in  Cairo fired d irec t­
ly  Into unarmed groups on the 
streets.”
A  rebellion which included the 

Copts (na tive  E gyp tian  Chris­
tians! fla red up in  a series of 
dyn am iting  of bridges and m in ing  
of ra ilroads. But the B r it is h  re­
fused to le t go of th e ir  burden.

A  deliberate campaign of re­
prisa ls  in  w h ich  whole villages 
were burned to the ground was 
carried out by the B ritish .

The appendix to the W hite  
Book contains specific sworn tes­
tim ony and photos of the flog ­
gings, robbery, rapine, murders, 
bu rn ing  of homes and villages per­

petrated by the B r it is h  troops " in  
reprisals.”

In  spite of the te rro r unleashed 
by tlie  B rit is h , the strugg le fo r 
the national independence of 
Egypt continued. By 1923. the 
Wafd. leading na tiona lis t party, 
extracted a C onstitu tion  from  
K in g  Fuad. On August 31. 1936 
the B r it is h  E gyp tian  Treaty, 
which nom ina lly  made Egypt a 
sovereign independent, state, was 
signed. The B r it is h  however, re­
tained the r ig h t to police the Suez 
Canal, and to take over A lexan­
dria  and o ther m ilita ry  s tra teg ic  
po in ts in  the event, of war.

The con tro l o f E g y p t’s po litica l 
and economic life  was not aban­
doned by the B rit is h . In  1935, 
they made the E gyp tian govern­
ment pu t a  40% ad valorem  duty 
on Japanese textiles. Many im ­
portant o ffic ia l posts are s t i l l  f i l l ­
ed by the English. Anglo-Egypl- 
ian capita l constructed tex tile  
m ills , ra ilroads and ir r ig a tio n  
pro jects. E gyp tia n  c u r r e n c y  
continued to ho founded upon the 
B r it is h  pound. And f in a lly ,  the 
B r it is h  A rm y of the N ile  rem ain­
ed to convince the Egyptians tha t 
th e ir  "independence”  should not 
be taken too lite ra lly .

It is th is  record of B r it is h  hy­
pocrisy, violence, repression and 
robbery tha t makes possible the 
invasion of Egypt by a compara­
tive ly  ins ign ifican t m il ita ry  force. 
An armed E gyp tian people could 
resist, five tim es the forces that 
Marshal Rommel has deployed on 
the L ibyan and E gyp tian desert.

The Egyptians however, possess 
on ly a l ig h t ly  equipped force of 
some 30,000. The fact tha t B r i t ­
ain has not even been able to pre­
va il upon Egypt to declare war 
on Germany, in spite of the in ­
vasion. indicates why the Eng lish 
have hesitated to arm  the Egyp­
tians.

W hat portion  of the Egyp tian  
population— i f  any— sympathizes 
w ith  the Axis is a subject lo r  spe­
culation. B u t i t  can be said w ith  
ce rta in ty  tha t v ir tu a lly  the entire  
Egyptian people hates the ru le  of 
England.

I f  they fight, i t  w il l be to 
achieve th e ir  own freedom— not to 
perpetuate th e ir  present oppres­
sors o r lo secure new im p e ria lis t 
masters.

Hoover-Gibson Present 
Imperialist Peace Plan
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trade  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  tra de  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w ar p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T rade  U n ions .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

One Year After 
The Indictment 
O f The 18

A year has passed since the federal indictment 
charging “ seditious conspiracy”  and violation of 
the Smith “ Gag” Act was handed down against 29 
members of the Socialist Workers Party and ol 
Local 5 4 4 -0 0  in Minneapolis.

The primary aim of this indictment, secured at 
the request of President Roosevelt, was—aside 
from helping the bureaucratic president of the AFL 
teamsters in his light against the m ilitant leaders 
of Local 544— to terrorize and outlaw the revolu­
tionary socialist party.

But that party, the inheritor of the revolution­
ary principles and traditions of the Marxist move­
ment which has been subjected since its inception 
to violent persecution by the capitalist class of all 
countries, does not scare easily. Pacing long prison 
terms because they had dared to tell the workers 
the truth about the imperialist war and to urge 
them to replace the present capitalist system with 
a socialist society of peace and security, the mem­
bers of this party went into the Minneapolis court­
room and courageously expounded and defended 
their socialist principles.

They did more than that, however. They also 
challenged the right of the government to prose­
cute them for expounding their ideas and conduct­
ing their socialist activities. So vigorously did 
they pursue this line that the jurors, most of whom 
had never heard an exposition of socialism before, 
were visibly impressed; the acquittal of all the 
defendants on the "seditious conspiracy”  charge 
and the comparatively light sentences imposed on 
18 of them on the second charge can probably be 
attributed lo the effectiveness w ith which the de­
fense upheld their right to free speech for even op­
ponents of capitalism.

Outside the courtroom, the C iv il Rights Defense 
Committee also conducted a campaign, directed 
prim arily toward the workers in the trade unions, 
stressing the democratic rights of m inority politic­
al working class organizations such as the Social­
ist Workers Party.

Undoubtedly, the great m ajority of the work­
ers in this country do not yet agree with the views 
of the Trotskyists—otherwise the Socialist Work­
ers Party would not be the small organization it 
is today. But the great m ajority of the organized 
workers do believe in freedom of speech even for 
those workers’ organizations with whom they do 
not agree-on many questions: they are opposed to 
government intervention in the union movement 
for the purpose of suppressing a m inority group. 
Nor has all the pressure and propaganda of the 
war-time administration persuaded them that free 
speech should not be defended.

That is why the C iv il Rights Defense Commit­
tee was able to report this week, a year after the

indictment was handed down, that despite its lim ­
ited resources it had brought the issue of civil 
liberties before many trade unions, and that almost 
150 central labor bodies and union locals, rep­
resenting more than a m illion organized workers, 
had shown their support of the 18 defendants by 
passing resolutions condemning the conviction 
andlor contributing finances to support the work 
of the C iv il Rights Defense Committee.

Thus, a year after the indictment, the purposes 
of jhe administration in instituting the Minneapo­
lis trial have not yet been achieved. The Socialist 
Workers Party, far from being terrorized, has in­
creased its activities. The pamphlets containing the 
important defense testimony and arguments are the 
most popular Trotskyist literature ever issued in 
this country. The trial gave the Trotskyists the 
opportunity to address ihe widest audience they 
ever had. The response of the trade unions to their 
defense campaign is not only a tremendous aid to 
the struggle to keep the 18 from going to ja il, but 
an encouraging sign for the future when the work­
ers w ill listen with increasing sympathy to the 
arguments for socialism.

Adherence to principle, defense of the workers' 
rights —  they cannot always save the revolution­
ists from the blows of the class enemy, but even in 
these dark days of the second world war they bring 
lo the revolutionists a sense of satisfaction in 
things done that inspires and prepares them for 
the things to be done in the future.

The Meaning O f  
The Fall O f  
Sevastopol

The fall of Sevastopol represents a major reverse 
in the struggle for the defense of the Soviet Union. 
The capture of this strategic stronghold after its 
heroic defense of eight months leaves the Nazi ar­
mies in complete possession of Crimea. The Soviet 
control of the Black Sea is now gravely imperiled, 
while, at the same time, the enemy is freer to use 
the sea lanes for transportation. The Caucasus 
with its vital oilfields is under direct threat of a 
simultaneous assault from two directions: on the 
one hand, by a drive from the Kerch peninsula, 
and, on the other, by an overland offensive which 
is unfolding at the present time and which is aimed 
at Rostov and the Caucasus.

The Kremlin with its customary brazenness first 
tried to pass o ff the loss of Sevastopol as in reality 
a great victory. The Red defenders of Sevastopol 
have indeed distinguished themselves signally by 
their unbounded heroism and their unflinching 
resistance to the end. They died in the defense of 
the socialist conquests of the Russian revolution 
as have so many other heroic fighters of the Red 
Army. The Kremlin has for a long time utilized 
the heroism of these fighters to cover up the series 
of defeats suffered by the USSR under the Stalin­
ist leadership.

i he “ democratic”  capitalists are for their part 
likewise lavish in acclaim of the heroism of the 
Red defenders. They are satisfied so long as the 
Red Army continues to resist, no matter how many 
defeats are suffered. Their real concern is not at 
all (lie victory of the Soviet Union but rather the 
sapping of the strength of their imperialist rival.

We Trotskyists are prim arily concerned with the 
victory  of the Soviet Union. That is why we say 
that all genuine defenders of the first workers’ 
state must seriously pose the question: Why does 
the tied Army, despite its unprecedented heroism, 
continue to suffer grave defealsf The true answer 
is: Because of the policies and the leadership of 
the Stalin regime.

These policies and this leadership cannot bring 
anything but disaster. Stalin had solemnly prom­
ised Ihe Soviet people victory over H itler in 1942. 
Moscow itself now admits that immediate danger 
of defeat hangs over the country. In a special dis­
patch to the hi. Y. Times of July 7. Ralph Parker 
wires from Moscow:

“ The newspaper Pravda echoes today the grave 
note o f yesterday’s ed ito ria l and fo r  the f irs t  tim e  
since last November rem inds its  readers th a t th e ir 
country  is in m orta l danger.”

Swallowing his own boasts of quick triumph, 
Stalin himself now admits the mortal danger. But 
in this hour of gravest crisis Stalinism continues 
to deprive the Red Army and the Soviet of their 
most potent weapons and their only reliable allies. 
Stalin dares noi issue a revolutionary summons 
to the German masses to join the heroic Red sol­
diers in the struggle for the Socialist United States 
of Europe. Instead he drives the German masses 
into H itler’s arms by underwriting the program of 
Anglo-American domination of the world.

There is no other way to avert the mortal danger 
which confronts the USSR except by returning lo 
the policies that guaranteed victory in 1917. The 
Red Army can march to victory only under the 
banner of the irreconcilable struggle for socialism. 
There is still time to return to the policies of Lenin 
and Trotsky.

British Confess 
Truth About Burma

W hy, when the B r it is h  arc shouting about a 
crusade fo r  “ democracy,”  do the oppressed mass­
es in the B r it is h  E m pire  show so l i t t le  en thu­
siasm fo r  the w ar?  Is i t  perhaps because they 
want the A x is  to w in —  as so many ly in g  pro­
pagandists have claimed.’

The answer to  these questions was recen tly  
given by none o ther than an o ffice r com m anding 
B r it is h  forces in the F a r East, General A rno ld . 
A t  a press in te rv ie w  in New Delhi, he described 
the a ttitu d e  o f the Burmese people to the w a r 
in B urm a as fo llow s :

“ The Burmese were 10 percent p ro -B ritish , 
10 percent pro-Japanese, 80 percent pro-Burm ese 
and there fore  in d iffe re n t.”

T H E  PRO BLEM S OF L A S T IN G  PEAC E . By 
H e rbe rt Hoover and H ugh Gibson. Double­
day, Doran. 295 pages. $2.00.

The authors, the f ir s t  a fo rm e r president o f 
the U n ited  States and the second an outstanding 
Am erican fo re ign  d ip lom at, rem a rk  th a t when 
w ar "came in Europe in  1939 and Am erica  in 
1941, i t  came w ith  no popu lar enthusiasm  in  any 
nation. U n like  1914, there  were no bands, no 
flow ers , no f la g  w aving , no cheers.”

Is i t  any wonder th a t a social system which 
b rough t upon the globe tw o w o rld  wars in 25 
years, which in between the wars v is ited  upon 
the masses an economic depression th a t lasted 
more than ten years and which called fo r th  fas ­
cism, should no t be able to enthuse the masses 
fo r  war?

One o f the purposes o f th is  book is to “ cor­
rec t”  the people and arouse in them  a fee ling  
o f a rdor fo r  the w ar. T h is  is a d if f ic u lt  task. 
S hort as the m em ory o f the masses may be, they 
do reco llect th a t every one o f the promises made 
to them  d u rin g  the f irs t  W orld  W a r was proven 
a lie.

Hoover and Gibson say in th e ir  book: T h is  
tim e i t  w i l l  be d iffe re n t; we have learned from  
our m istakes; when we establish peace th is  tim e 
i t  w i l l  re a lly  be las ting . The en tire  book is an 
a rgum ent th a t, under cap ita lism , la s ting  peace 
is possible provided the r ig h t  s o r t ’o f people sign 
the r ig h t  so rt o f peace trea ties a t the r ig h t  so rt 
o f peace conferences.

B u t th is  w a r, like  the f irs t  w o rld  w ar, docs 
no t arise fro m  good o r bad trea ties , o r good or 
bad men, o r good o r bad conferences.

Real Cause o f  W/ a r
The basic reason fo r  the w a r is the r iv a lry  

between na tiona l groups o f cap ita lis ts  fo r  the 
dom ination o f the w orld .

In  th e ir  search fo r  p ro fits  the various national 
groups o f cap ita lis ts  are no t sa tis fied  w ith  the 
wealth they can ge t fro m -th e  exp lo ita tion  o f the 
w orkers a t home. They w a n t m ore m arkets, more 
te r r ito ry ,  m ore industries, more w orkers to ex­
p lo it, and they t r y  to  ge t them  by ta k in g  them  
away fro m  o ther cap ita lis ts .

In  tim e o f peace th is  is done by com m ercial 
and economic com petition. W a r is the tra n s ­
fo rm a tion  o f com m ercial and economic com peti­
tion  in to  arm ed s trugg le .

These tendencies o f in te rna tiona l r iv a lry  which 
resu lt in  w a r cannot be ha lted by "good”  treaties, 
etc., any more than the economic depression of 
1929-40 could be stopped by Hoover’s fam ous as­
sertion th a t “ p ro spe rity  was ju s t around the cor­
n e r!”  (A  decade o f depression fo llo w e d !) W ars, 
and depressions are p a rt and parcel o f cap ita l­
ism.

The end o f th is  w a r (unless the w orkers o f 
the w o rld  in te rvene) w i l l  in e v ita b ly  see a ca p ita l­
is t  peace w hich w i l l  secure fo r  the v ic to rious 
cap ita lis ts  the loo t they arc  a fte r. And th is  peace 
w ill prepare the ground fo r  W orld  W a r I I I ,  ju s t

as the Versa illes peace fo llo w in g  W orid  W a r I 
prepared the present W orld  W a r I I .

The book is filled  w ith  m isstatem ents. To men­
tion a few :

The authors declare: "T w o -th ird s  o f the peo­
ple o f Europe. . . welcomed ‘men on horseback’ ”  
(the fasc is ts ). E v id en tly  these tw o gentlemen 
w ant us to take the sw indle plebiscites o f H itle r , 
M usso lin i and o ther d ic ta to rs  ( inc lud ing  those 
now in the A llie d  camps) as good coin. We don’t.

We know the g rea t masses o f Europe, Asia , 
yes, and South Am erica  —  we m ust no t fo rg e t 
bloody Vargas o f B ra z il —  were and are oppos­
ed to fascism .

N o t tw o -th irds  o f the people welcome fascism 
but the sm all ca p ita lis t m in o r ity  who saw in fa s ­
cism he on ly w ay o f m a in ta in in g  th e ir  w ealth  
and p ro fits . And w h ile  we speak o f those who 
re a lly  did and do welcome fascism  as the means 
o f defense aga inst the to ile rs , no t la s t come 
A m erica ’s S ix ty  F am ilies  and the B r it is h  ru lin g  
class. L e t us no t fo rg e t the loans and other aid 
they gave H itle r ,  M usso lin i and I l iro h ito . And le t 
us no t fo rg e t Hoover’s ro le <in these events!

The authors also t r y  to id e n tify  socialism  or 
com m unism  (we are not speaking o f S ta lin ism ) 
w ith  fascism  when the y  s ta te : “ The ideologies 
o f Communism and Fascism have much in com­
mon.”  Th is is not tru e ; i t  is a slander.

Socialism  o r communism strives fo r  a w o rke r’s 
w o rld  based on the social ownership o f the means 
o f production and d is tr ib u tio n ; w h ile  fascism  is 
the la s t line o f defense aga inst socialism  by the 
cap ita lis ts . Fascism is the leg itim a te , even tho 
ho rrib le , child o f the system which Hoover and 
Gibson defend.

However, th is  w o rth y  p a ir is no t interested 
on ly in ly in g  about the soc ia lis t movement. In  
veiled term s, they indicate th a t they have other 
methods o f dealing w ith  the to il in g  masses when 
they move against cap ita lism .

T hey Fear S ocia lism
A t the “ peace”  nego tia tions a fte r  the w a r there 

w ill be an unseen and uhwclcome a ttendan t: the 
specter o f social revo lu tion . The f irs t  task w ill 
be to crush th is  th rea t. The authors declare:

“ I f  t lie  rea lis tic  experience o f fo rm er w orld  
wars is any c rite rio n . . . the v ic to rious  powers 
w ill,  w ith  m il ita ry  means, jo in t ly  dom inate the 
w orid  fo r  so long as th e ir  in te rests do not clash. 
They w il l  need to do so a t least d u rin g  a period 
fo r  po litica l and economic recuperation !

P o litica l and economic recuperation w i i l  be 
induced, they hope, by the medicine o f the bus i­
ness dnd o f a machine gun aimed a t the rebel­
lious w orkers, i f  o ther methods do not w ork.

B u t ne ithe r th e ir  lies nor th e ir  “ po lic ing  of 
t lie  w o rld ”  w i l l  ava il aga inst the soc ia lis t- in sp ir­
ed masses determ ined to end the system which 
has b rough t them m isery and degradation.

The on ly  basis fo r  la s tin g  peace is w orld  so­
cia lism .

Reviewed by C. C H A R LE S

Churchill Chides 
Parliament For 
Asking Questions

- i ' . .  By M. S T E IN  = =

The B r it is h  pa rlia m en ta ry  score board has record­
ed another tr iu m p h  fo r  M r. C hurch iil. The members 
o f P a rliam en t have gone on record 475 to 25 in  fa vo r 
o f th e ir  P rim e M in is te r in a vote o f confidence fo l­
low ing  closely on the heels o f another em pire disas­
ter.

We would look in vain fo r  a pa rlia m en ta ry  precedent 
fo r  the unique position w h ich M r. C h u rch iil occupies. 
F o r two years he has been the P rim e M in is te r o f 
the once m ig h tie s t w o rld  em pire, now ly in g  prostra te  
w h ile  i t  is being dismembered ve ry  m ethod ica lly . 
And ye t there is no t a member in P a rliam e n t who 
would rise to challenge the P rim e M in is te r fo r  lead­
ership. The non-confidence m otion , w h ich was the 
basis fo r  the vote, was intended m ere ly as pressure 
upon the Prim e M in is te r to  re linqu ish  his post as 
M in is te r o f Defense. N o t one o f the c ritic s , however, 
was audacious enough to say th a t he could do be tte r 
o r th a t he knows someone who could do be tte r in  
the post o f P rim e M in is te r.

W ha t has happened to the M othe r o f P arliam ents? 
N ever before did i t  have a s ingle , unchallenged lead­
er. F o r every leader who was raised in her bosorii, 
she also nu rtu red  a challenger. D is rae li, fo r  example, 
had his Gladstone. In  the f irs t  W orld  W ar when 
H e rbe rt A squ ith  held the re ins o f the em pire, he had 
a cha llenger in the person o f L loyd  George. W hen 
A squ ith  fa ile d  to b rin g  v ic to ry  a fte r  tw o years o f 
w a r, he was compelled to g ive w ay to his challenger.

C hurch ill, however, has been placed by h is to ry  in  
a unique position. H it le r  and M usso lin i m a in ta in  th e ir  
to ta lita r ia n  ru le  by b ru ta l te rro r, the m urderous ex­
te rm ina tion  o f a li opposition and the crush ing  o f a ll 
dem ocratic in s titu tio n s  which m ig h t g ive  expression 
to  opposition voices. C h u rc h ill’s ru le  is m ainta ined 
by a d iffe re n t so rt o f te r ro r  —  a te rro r  w ith  w h ich 
the P rim e M in is te r h im se lf has no th ing  to do. He 
is no t the m aster o f th is  te rro r, he is its  v ic tim  ju s t 
as much as his colleagues in P a rliam e n t are its  v ic ­
tim s. I t  is the te r ro r  before the fa te  h is to ry  has in 
store fo r  the B r it is h  E m pire .

In  R e tu rn  f o r  a C o m fo rtin g  W o rd
The members o f P a rliam e n t see the ed ifice o f the 

huge ancient em pire cracking . H e lp lessly they have 
watched tlie  fa l l  o f one outpost a f te r  another. W hat 
is to become o f them  a ll?  W h a t is to become o f th e ir  
b ig  and l i t t ie  priv ileges?  W h a t w i l l  become o f thd  
B r it is h  Isles w ith o u t the em pire? A s one m ember o f 
P a rliam e n t p u t it a few  m onths ago: are they to 
become the western outpost o f a H itle rize d  Europe, 
o r  the eastern outpost o f Am erica? O ut o f sheer 
fn ig h t. the members o f P a rliam e n t huddle around 
C hurch ill. They g ive h im  th e ir  votes in re tu rn  fo r  
a c o m fo rtin g  w ord, fo r  a soothing phrase.

Eng land is the home o f m any ra re  museum pieces. 
N o t ieast am ong them  is th a t qu a in t in s titu t io n  known 
as the monarchy. I t  is p e cu lia rly  B r it is h : a m onarchy 
in name bu t no t in  essence, a m onarchy in  fo rm  bu t 
not in content. W hen the feuda l lo rds gave w ay to 
the growing: ca p ita lis t class which emerged as the 
rea l force, as the bu ilde r o f the em pire, the k in g  bad 
to yie ld  bis powers to P a rliam en t. Now th a t the cap­
ita l is t  class finds its e lf  in  a m o rta l cris is, P arliam ent 
in tu rn  yie lds its  powers to the P rim e M in is te r.

The B r it is h  P a rliam e n t is today an em pty shell. 
L ike  the m onarchy, i t  is ra p id ly  becoming a museum 
piece w ith  no th ing rem a in ing  b u t the memories o f a 
g lorious past.

The B r it is h  P a rliam e n t does not any longer p lay 
an independent role, because the B r it is h  E m p ire  does 
not p lay an independent role. The once proud em pire 
is no more than a sa te llite  o f the U . S., and the 
P rim e M in is te r goes to W ashington fo r  rea l decisions, 
and no t to Parliam ent.

In his speech in P a rliam e n t M r. C h urch ill upbra id ­
ed his few  c r it ic s  fo r  th e ir  fa iiu re  to rea lize th is , fo r  
th e ir  fa i.u re  to keep th e ir  m ouths shu t a f te r  th a t 
lig h tn in g  fa l l  o f Tobruk and the N azi advance to the 
very  gates o f A lexandria . Says the K in g ’s F irs t  
M in is te r:

“ Such an atmosphere is n a tu ra lly  in ju rio u s  to a 
B r it is h  representative engaged in ne g o tia tin g  g rea t 
m atte rs  o f state upon which the la rg e r issues o f the 
w a r depend.”

M r. C hurch ill then goes on to  add:
“ I  n a tu ra lly  expla ined to m y host (read: m y boss!) 

thaT those who were voiub le in P a rliam e n t in no w ay 
represent the House o f Commons.”

And i f  th is  did no t produce the proper e ffec t upon 
his P a rlia m e n ta ry  audience, i f  any o f them  s t i l l  had 
illus ions about p la y in g  independent po litics , M r. 
C h u rch jll made i t  even p la in e r:

“ Here I w i l l  tu rn  aside to meet the com p la in t th a t 
the M in is te r o f Defense was a t W ashington when the 
disaster o f Tobruk occurred. W e ll,”  says the P rim e 
M in is te r de fian tly , “ W ash ing ton was the ve ry  place 
where lie should be. I t  was there where m ost o f the 
fu tu re  business o f the w a r was being transacted, no t 
om y in a general sense b u t in regard to p a rtic u la r 
m atters  in passing.”

A f te r  po in tin g  to the ro le o f  the U n ited  States and 
ch id ing  the members o f P a rliam e n t fo r  th e ir  fa ilu re  
to be as d ign ified  in  the face o f th e ir  m aster in  W ash­
ington as they used to be when they themselves were 
tlie  masters, C hurch ill demands “ th a t the servants o f 
the Crown and P a rliam e n t sha ll not be harassed by 
the nagg ing and sn a rlin g  o f disappointed men.”  M r. 
C hurch ill w ould have his M. P .’s surrender even th e ir  
dem ocratic r ig h t  o f w h in in g  in the face o f d isaster.

M r. C h urch ill was once characterized by us as the 
g reatest post-m ortem  o ra to r o f a ll tim e. Indeed, he 
made some memorable ora tions a fte r  t lie  defeats s u f­
fered by B r ita in  e a rly  in the w a r. B u t as the defeats 
accum ulate and g row  more menacing in th e ir  s ig n if i­
cance, his ora tions become shop-worn fro m  too much 
repe tition . He knows th a t they no longer exercise 
the m agic spell o f the e a rlie r days. l ie  now resents 
being called upon to speak.
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