
Fight Against Deportation Of Harry Bridges!
Biddle Ruling Is 
Blow A t W hole 
Labor M ovement
Deportation Order Is Part of Long Range 
Govt.-Boss Plan to Housebreak the Unions

By F E L IX  M O R R O W
The governm ent order to deport H a rry  Bridges is a b low  

against the en tire  labor movement. E ve ry  class-conscious w o rk ­
er, as an elem entary class du ty , m ust defend Bridges aga inst 
deporta tion . Success in the s trugg le  to prevent his deporta tion 
would be a step fo rw a rd  in sm ashing deporta tion and o ther 
ad m in is tra tive  and ju d ic ia l an ti- ia bo r weapons.

In  order to w in, such a s trugg le  requires the u tm ost c la r ity . 
Who s truck  th is  blow against labor? Was i t  B iddle alone? Who 
stood back o f B iddle? W ha t was Roosevelt’s role? W ho spon­
sored and who endorsed the u ltra -re a c tio n a ry  lav.' under which 
Bridges is ordered deported? These questions m ust be answered 
co rre c tly  i f  we are to know  whom  we are f ig h t in g  when we 
fig h t aga inst the deporta tion  o f Bridges.

R oosevelt and the  1 0 4 0  S m ith  Gag Act
In  the f irs t  place, how was i t  possible again to  order Bridges 

deported, a fte r  James M. Land is ’ December 28, 1939 decision th a t 
B ridges was no t subject to deporta tion? As the la w  then stood 
(re q u ir in g  p ro o f c.f present membership in  a subversive o rgan ­
iz a tio n ), B ridges could no t be deported. So —  the la w  was 
changed, w ith  Roosevelt’s approval.

A t  th a t tim e reactionaries in Congress, led by the notorious 
How ard (P o ll T ax ) S m ith  o f V irg in ia , were w r it in g  w h a t became 
known as the “ Omnibus Gag”  b ill,  which the N . Y. T im es char­
acterized as "a  compendium o f the a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion  p ro ­
posed du ring  the la s t tw e n ty  years.”  The ch ie f p rov is ion  o f the 
hid made i t  a c rim in a l offense to “ advocate the ove rth row  o f the 
governm ent by force and vio lence”  o r to  belong to an o rgan ­
iza tion advocating it .  A f te r  the Landis decision, the b i l l ’s spon­
sors added another provis ion, m aking deportable any alien who 
advocated such ove rth row  o f the governm ent o r who belonged 
to  such an organ iza tion  at any tim e  d u rin g  his residence in  th is  
country . (The previous law, as in te rp re ted  by the courts, re ­
quired p roof o f membership a t the tim e deporta tion  proceed­
ings began.)

M any such u ltra -re a c tio n a ry  laws had been proposed in Con­
gress previously, bu t w ith o u t success. Now, however, i t  was 
June 1910, the W orld  W ar was on, A m erican e n try  was on ly  a 
m a tte r o f tim e, and “ na tiona l u n ity ”  between the New Dealers 
and the u ltra -reac tiona ries  was being cemented. D u rin g  the 
hearings on the S m ith  Gag B ill,  i t  was revealed th a t the N avy 
D epartm ent had collaborated in  w r it in g  the key sections o f the 
b ill.

In  the Congressional debate i t  was c lea rly  b rough t ou t th a t 
the provisions o f the S m ith  B il l i f  passed would be the m ost 
reac tiona ry  sections in the U. S. Code.

Rep. Geyer o f C a lifo rn ia  said: “ T h is  b i ll is an a ttem p t to 
pu t an end to rea l democracy. I t  is an a tte m p t to  break the 
labo r m ovem ent.”  “ I t  is  enough to  make Jeffe rson tu rn  over 
in his grave,”  said Rep. M a rt in  o f Colorado', " i t  is  w ith o u t 
precedent in  the h is to ry  o f labor leg is la tion . I t  is an inven tion  
o f in to le rance con tra ry  to every p rinc ip le  o f democracy.”

Nevertheless, New  Dealers jo ined w ith  reactionaries to  pass 
the b ill on June 28, 1940.

The Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion pleaded w ith  P resident 
Roosevelt to veto the S m ith  A c t, p re d ic ting  th a t i t  “ would be­
come an in s tru m en t o f oppression aga inst unpopu lar m ino ritie s  
and organized labo r.”  The A F L  and C IO  were opposed to- the 
A c t.

Nevertheless, on June 29, 1940, re je c tin g  a ll appeals fo r  a 
veto, P resident Roosevelt attached his s igna tu re  to  it ,  m ak ing  i t  
the la w  o f the land. No one can pretend, a f te r  a ll th a t had gone 
before, th a t Roosevelt did no t know the fu l l  rea c tion a ry  s ig n i­
ficance o f his endorsement o f the S m ith  Omnibus Gag A c t.

The f irs t  use o f the deporta tion  prov is ions o f the S m ith  A c t 
was aga inst Bridges, the Im m ig ra tio n  Service (now  trans fe rre d  
fro m  the Labor to the Justice D epartm ent) a rre s tin g  h im  on 
F ebruary  14, 1941. The f irs t  use o f the o ther provis ions o f the 
Sm ith  A c t was aga inst the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  and Local 
544-CIO, 29 members being indicted on J u ly  15, 1941, fo r  “ advo­
ca ting  ove rth row ” , eighteen being convicted in  the fam ous M in ­
neapolis “ sed ition”  t r ia l.

The same provis ion used aga inst B ridges is also being used 
(Continued on page 2)
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Standard Oil Officials 
Lied About Nazi Deals
Arnold's Statement to Truman Committee 
Nails False Claims Made By Oil Trust

By W A L T E R  F R E E M A N
The Truman Senate Investigating Committee last Monday 

received from Assistant Attorney-General Thurman Arnold a 
point-by-point documented answer to Standard O il’s lying claim 
that its patents-pool with the Nazi I. G. Earbenindustrie has not 
impeded Am erican production,
p a rticu la rly  of synthetic  rubber.

R e fe rring  to Standard's asser­
tion  tha t its  patents-pool was de­
signed to make German synthetic 
rubber processes available to th is  
country and that it  had no t w ith ­
held in fo rm a tio n  from  the A m er­
ican government or impeded 
production, A rno ld subm itted con­
tra ry  evidence from  Standard's 
own files, and stated:

"S tandard prevented indepen­
dent development o f synthetic 
rubber by conducting false nego­
tia tio ns  w ith  the rubber compa­
nies. S tandard did no t reveal 
the process fo r m anufactu ring  
th is  new synthetic  rubber (buty l, 
the best and lowest cost synthetic

See Editorial, “Biddle and the Stalinists”, On Page 4.

1Biddle Rushes 
To Defense of 
The Monopolies

On the ve ry  day, M ay 28, 
th a t A tto rney-G ene ra l B iddle 
issued his deporta tion order ! 
aga inst H a rry  B ridges, CIO  ! 
Longshorem en’s l e a d e r ,  he 
launched ano the r cam paign in 
the in te rests o f the reac tion ­
a ry  ow ning class.

B iddle urged a Senate J u d i­
c ia ry  subcom m ittee to in it ia te  
leg is la tion  spe c ifica lly  fo rb id ­
d ing a n t i- tru s t law  prosecu­
tions aga inst monopolies en­
gaged in w a r production in 
compliance w ith  the d irections 
o f the W ar Production Board.

W ith  one hand, th is  repre 
sentative o f the Roosevelt ad 
m in is tra tio n  s trikes a b lew  at 
the r ig h ts  o f A m erican labor 
W ith  the other, he tenders a 
signed blank check to  the m on­
opoly corporations.

rubberl to the Am erican govern­
ment or to Am erican companies, 
a lthough it did give fu ll in fo rm a­
tion  to its  carte l partner, I. G. 
Farben.

Standard offic ia ls had claimed 
tha t the agreement w ith  I. G. 
Farben had been made in  order 
to get the German company’s proc­
esses fo r synthetic  gasoline. A rn ­
old showed that these processes 
were secured by Standard in 
1927, two years before the patents- 
pool arrangem ent was firs t con­
cluded.

R E L A T IO N S H IP  W IT H  
A R M Y  A IR  CORPS

To the assertion of F rank How­
ard. vice-president of Standard 
Oil of New Jersey, that the Stand- 
ard-Nazi cartel had no t prevented 
the Am erican tru s t from  cooper­
a tin g  w ith  Ute Am erican govern­
ment, A rno ld  answered by asking 
i f  “ he (H ow ard) had forgotten 
the memorandum which he sent 
to Teagle (cha irm an of Standard's j 
hoard) and Farish (Standard's 
president) on Mar. 29, 1935, out­
lin in g  the extent to which the 
1929 carte l agreement m ight ham- 
per Standard from  g iv ing  to our 
ow ij A rm y A ir  Corps ‘superior I 
fuels which would put them fa r | 
ahead of the rest of the w orld  ;

as regards performance of th e ir 
figh ting  equipment.' ”

Howard 's 1935 le tte r had stated 
in  part tha t such cooperation w ith  
the A rm y A ir  Corps “ bristles w ith  
d ifficu ltie s  and sacrifices from  our 
standpoint . . .  we shall have to 
v io late our agreements and per­
haps fo rfe it  the confidence of our 
associates, both Am erican and fo r­
eign . . . ”  (p rin c ip a lly  I. (5. 
F a rb e n ).

Standard offic ia ls c la im  that 
the con tinu ing  w ar-tim e agree­
ment w ith  I. G. are a “ simple 
question of money paym ents”  sub­
ject to government contro l. A rn ­
old answered th is  on two scores. 
He cited the le tte r of Howard, 
w ritte n  in October 1939. setting 
fo rth  the need of a “ modus V iv­
endi”  fo r m a in ta in in g  the cartel 

| arrangem ent w ith  T. G. th rough­
out the w ar "w hether or not tile  

! U. S. came in .”  A rno ld  also 
1 quoted from  a Standard memoran- 
I dum in d ica tin g  that Standard had 
| received an o ffe r from  1. G. to 

purchase S tandard’s German sub- 
I s id ia rv  in  order to “ safeguard 

Jersey’s in terest fo r the du ra tion .”

TH E REAL M O TIVE
A rno ld  reo.allod his o rig in a l 

testim ony last M arch and em­
phasized the po in t th a t he had 
been “ ca re fu l" to show tha t 
there was “ no alliance w ith  Ger­
man in terests from  un pa trio tic  
motives.”  Standard's “ sole mo­
tives." lie declared, are "to  get 
a protected m arke t . . . re s tr ic t 
w o rld  production . . . e lim inate  
independent com petition ."

In short. Standard was just 
fo llow ing  t y p i c a l  monopoly 
“ good business”  policies.

PH ILA . CIO COUNCIL  
BACKS BUDD STRIKERS

British Workers' Discontent 
Shown A t Labor Party Parley
Political Truce 
Maintained by 
Slim Majority

The growing dissatisfaction 
of the British workers with the 
Churchill-Labor Party govern­
ment and its war policies was 
r e f l e c t e d  with surprising 
strength when a motion to 
maintain the war-time political 
truce passed by only the nar­
rowest margin at the three-day 
annual B r it is h  Labo r P a rty  con­
ference, which closed M ay 27.

The N a tion a l Executive Com ­
m ittee  m otion, co m m ittin g  the 
p a r ty  in P a rlia m e n ta ry  by-elec­
tions to support candidates be­
long ing  to  the p a r ty  w h ich  held 
the seat before the vacancy, was 
adopted by  the close vote o f 1,- 
275,000 to' 1,209,000. I t  is expec­
ted th a t the closeness o f the vote 
w ill lead some Labor candidates 
in com ing by-elections to  v io la te  
the decision and run  aga inst T o ry  
and L ibe ra l candidates. Success­
es and b ig  votes fo r  independent 
candidates in  recent by-elections, 
have indicated mass d issa tis fac­
tion  w ith  the governm ent coa li­
tion .

A no the r index o f opposition to 
the po licy  o f the ru l in g  clique

in the Labor P a rty  was passage 
o f a reso lu tion c a llin g  on the gov­
ernm ent to  l i f t  the ban on the 
D a ily  W orker. C om m unist p a rty  
organ, which was suppressed Jan. 
1940.

The vole fo r  res to ra tion  of the 
paper was ve ry  close, 1,244,000 
to 1,231.000 against.

A  proposal o f the N a tion a l E x ­
ecutive Com m ittee th a t school 
ch ildren, between the ages o f 12 
and 14, should be ordered by the 
governm ent to w o rk  tw e n ty  h a lf ­
days th is  sum m er on fa rm s, was 
voted down by a vote o f 1,447,000 
to  080,000.

These three votes arc fa r  more 
s ig n ifica n t than the successes of 
the machine on o ther questions. 
C a rry in g  the convention despite 
the fu ll pressure o f the machine, 
they indicate the com ing revo lt 
o f B r it is h  labo r aga inst its  
treacherous leaders.

Trotskyist Press 
Has Big Sale At 
Labor Party Meet

Huge sales of the Trotskyist 
newspaper. Socialist Appeal, to 
the delegates and visitors at the 
British Labor Party annual

conference were cited by corre­
spondents of American news­
papers as an indication of the 
rank and f ile  d issa tis fac tion  w ith  
the c a p ita lis t- la b o r coa lition  gov­
ernment. po licy.

G au lt MacGowan, in a special 
rad io d ispatch to  the Now Y o rk  
Sun, M ay 25, w ro te :

“ In  an atmosphere o f d issatis­
faction w ith  Eng land ’s w a r e f­
fo r t  and w ith  the roles played by 
the Laborite  members o f the 
C hurch ill governm ent, the annual 
Labor P a rty  conference g o t un- 
der way here today. Outside 
the m eeting ha ll, copies o f the j 
‘Socia list A ppea l’ c a rry in g  head- | 
lines which read ‘Masses Losing 
Confidence in  Labor Leaders' 
were sold in la rge num bers.”

The M ay 26 Jew ish M orn ing  j 
Journa l reported:

"W h ile  in  the conference the 
f ig h t  w en t on between pro-and 
a n ti-C h u rch ill delegates, outside 
the socialist newspaper. ‘S o c ia lis t; 
Appeal', was being sold, ca rry - ; 
ing  a b ig  headline: ‘Masses Los­
ing  Confidence in the Labor 
Leaders.’ The paper was eagerly | 
seized by the crowd and was sold 
out very qu ick ly , which shows 
th a t d issa tis fac tion  re a lly  ex­
is ts .”

Socialist Appea l is the organ o f 
the W  o r  k  e r  s In te rn a tio n a l 
League, a ff il ia te  o f the F o u rth  j 
In te rn a tion a l.

Strike Started After 
Lock-Out of Welders 
Protesting Pay Cut

P H ILAD ELPH IA . June 2.— 
The CIO Industrial Union 
Council here has voted unani­
mously to support the strike of 
Local 813. United Automobile 
Workers, at the big Budd plant, 
popularly known as “ the 
slaughterhouse.”  A resolution 
passed by the Council calls on 
a ll its  a ffilia te d  local unions to 
g ive fu ll m ora l and m a te ria l aid 
to the s tr ike rs , who are com ple t­
ing  the second week o f th e ir  m il i­
tant. s trugg le  to b rin g  genuine 
un ionism  to the com pany-union 
Budd plant.

The im m ediate cause, o f the 
s tr ik e  was the physica l ejection 
from  the p lan t by Budd’s Service 
D epartm ent thugs o f a group o f 
union welders, who had dared to 
p ro tes t aga inst a 25 con i an hour 
wage cut, from  85 cents an hour 
to the low  p lan t m in im um  o f 60 
cents.

This lock-out, enforced by com­
pany violence, aroused a pro test 
dem onstra tion in the p lan t, which 
qu ick ly  developed in to  a general 
p lan t-w ide s trike .

R E A L  C A U S E  OF S T R IK E
The lock-ou t o f the welders 

was ju s t  the spark. The real 
cause o f the s tr ik e  is the condi­
tions a t Budd, w h ich  are n o to r i­
ously among the w o rs t o f any 
p lan ts  in th is  c ity .

Wages arc the low est in  the 
indus try . The top h o u rly  rate fo r  
sk illed  welders and machine op­
era tors is 80 cents, in  com pari­
son to the $1.25 ra tes pa id  in  
Budd’s unionized D e tro it  p lan t. 
The m in im um  ra te  in  the D e tro it 
p lan t, 88 cents fo r  unskilled  la ­
bor, is h igh e r than w h a t m ost

o f the sk illed  w orkers  ge t a t the 
p lan t here.

The m in im um  h o u rly  ra te  is 
60 cents as compared w ith  the 
guaranteed 90 cent m in im um  a t 
F o rd ’s Chester, Pa., p lan t where 
a U A W  con trac t is in  force. 
There arc, in fa c t no set wage j 
scales and classifications, and j 
Budd pays w hateve r lie  can get 
aw ay w ith .

NO JOB S E C U R ITY  
OR S E T  W A G E  SCALES

S en io rity  and job secu rity  d o ' 
not e x is t a t Budd’s. W orkers  are 
fired on the mere, w h im  o f the j 
management. F avo ritism  is r ife , j 
as the company gives special | 
p riv ileges to its  stooges in order i 
to use them against the m a jo r ity  
o f the workers.

There is no genuine m achinery 
fo r  ad ju s ting  grievances. A ll 
grievances are re fe rred  to  the 
com pany’s Employees Represent­
ation Association, where they are 
p ro m p tly  buried. The ERP has 
a lready been declared a company 
union by the local N LR B , bu t 
Budd is appealing th is  decision.

M A N A G E M E N T  R A IS E S  
R A C IA L  ISSUES

Through the ER A , the compa­
ny has been t r y in g  to  break the 
s tr ike , spreading every k ind  o f 
slander and false rum o r in an 
e f fo r t  to discourage the s tr ike rs  
and confuse the issue. The m an­
agem ent is also a tte m p tin g  to d i­
vide the w orkers  by ra is in g  e 
race issue, handing its  Negro 
w orkers the same kind o f p ro ­
paganda th a t the Negro w orkers 
in Ford 's repud iated so decisive­
ly .

The dispute is to go to the 
W ar Labor Board th is  week, but 
the p icke t line  continues. The 
s tr ike rs  are ask ing  fo r  the re ­
h ir in g  o f a ll s tr ik e rs  w ith o u t d is ­
c rim ina tio n , an N L R B  election, 
and an increase in the m in im um  
wages.

Dutch Cops K ill 
18 Chinese fo r 
Asking Pay Rise;
Eighteen Chinese sailors were 
killed and 54 wounded early 
last week by the “democratic” 
police at Curacao, Netherlands 
West Indies, according to a 
UP dispatch of May 25.

The dispatch stated that the 
dead and wounded were all 
members of Royal Dutch Shell 
Company tanker crews. The 
“crime” for which they paid 
with their lives and blood was 
a demand for war-risk insur­
ance and wage increases.

Dutch “democracy” may not 
be able to secure the support 
of the colonial people in the 
Far East war against the 
Japanese, but they are certain­
ly at least as expert as the 
Japanese when it comes to 
smothering the colonial people 
in blood.

Local 544 Fights 
To Keep Kelly 
Postal From Jail
Union Secretary Was 
'Guilty' of Obeying 
Members' Directives

Bv JA C K  R A N G E R
M IN N E A P O L IS  —  Local 544- 

CIO is engaged in  a fu n d -ra is ­
ing cam paign to secure the $1,- 
500 required to appeal K e liy  Pos­
ta l ’s case to  the State Supreme 
C ourt.

Postal was given a 60-day stay 
o f sentence M ay 15 fo r  purposes 
o f appeal. On A p r i l 24 Postal, 
secre ta ry-treasu re r o f Local 544- 
CIO, was found g u ilty  by a d is­
t r ic t  cou rt ju r y  o f “ f i r s t  degree 
grand la rceny,”  because he had 
carried  ou t the ins tructions given 
him by the overw helm ing m a jo r­
i ty  o f the M inneapolis d rive rs  
union which was engaged in a 
f ig h t aga inst the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
P resident Danie l Tobin o f the 
A F L  Team sters.

The ju r y  acted under pressure 
o f ins tructions fro m  Judge Se- 
lover, who ru led th a t a union 
membership has no r ig h t  to de­
term ine w ha t union they w a n t to 
belong to  and how th e ir  union 
funds should be expended.

Scores o f M inneapolis d rive rs  
have responded to a le tte r  fro m  

! Local 544-CIO ’s Recording Sec­
re ta ry , Ray R ainbolt, appealing 
fo r  funds to finance Posta l’s ap­
peal. Several unions, both A F L  
and CIO. have con tribu ted to  the 

j appeal fund, h u t several hundred 
| do lla rs  is s t i l l  needed.

The crooked B la ir  decision o f 
! la s t September, denying state 
i labor board elections to the M in ­

neapolis d rivers, was upheld la te 
in M ay by D is tr ic t  Judge M c­
N a lly , who agreed w ith  G overnor 
Stassen and his sta te  labor eon- 

I c ilia  to r th a t M inneapolis d rive rs  
I should no t be pe rm itted  to de­

cide by dem ocratic vote which 
union they w ish to belong to. 
A t  the same tim e the state un­
em ploym ent d iv is ion  rejected the 
appeal o f officers and s ta f f  mem­
bers o f Local 544-CIO th a t they 
be paid the unem ploym ent com ­
pensation to w h ich they are en- 
t i t l  ed.

Both a n ti- la b o r decisions were 
rendered im m edia te ly  a fte r  Gov­
e rnor Stassen had returned to the 
cap ita l from  a naval sta tion 
where he was undergoing a 30- 
day tra in in g  period as lieu ten ­
ant-com m ander in the U. S. 
N avy. The an ti- la bo r governor 
recently  received his o ffice r’s 
commission in the navy, though 
ho had no previous naval expe ri­
ence.

Inasmuch as the B la ir  decision 
w ill on ly hold fo r  one year, un­
t i l  September, 1942, i t  is doubt­
fu l i f  Local 544-CIO, w ill appeal 
the crooked ru lin g  to the State 
Supreme C ourt.

Next. September the whole is­
sue w i l l  a u tom a tica lly  be reopen­
ed, and Local 544-CIO is la y in g  
plans fo r  th a t day.

Despite Price-Fixing Bosses 
Get More For Their Products
Lowered Quality and New Labels Cut Down 
Living Standards of the Working Class

B y A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

D esp ile  ih e  p r ic e - f ix in g  o rd e r w h ich  w ent in to  
e ffe c t on May 19, every w o rk in g  class fa m ily  know s 
tha t the cost o f  l iv in g  is s t i l l  g o ing  up , and tha t th e re ­
fo re  ‘wage s ta b iliz a tio n ’ and ‘ce ilin g s  on wage raises’ 
are re s u lt in g  in  a genera l lo w e rin g  o f  th e ir  l iv in g  
standards.

Ceilings on the prices of most consumers’ commodities have 
been fixed at their highest March, 1942 level. But the price 
regulations are fu ll of loopholes, and there is no real policing 
of prices. As a result, many manufacturers are getting away 
with murder, and the consumers are finding that they have to 
pay more in real prices for certain commodities than they did

— —<?in March.

Bread Prices 
Are Boosted 
By Monopolies

Bread is called the "sta ff of 
life.”  Eor the masses of low 
income earners, bread has al­
ways been the chief diet main­
stay. In recent months, bread 
prices have risen drastically 
everywhere.

Reactionary interests have 
been t ry in g  to blame these price 
increases on the fa rm ers, c la im ­
in g  th a t the prices the fa rm ers  
are g e ttin g  fo r  wheat have caus­
ed a p re c ip ita te  rise  in  bread 
costs.

A c tua lly , the price the fa rm e r 
gets fo r  his wheat constitu tes 
on ly a t in y  fra c tio n  o f the cost 
o f a lo a f o f bread usua lly  less 
than 571. The wheat speculators, 
fre ig h t in terests, g ra in  e levator 
operators and f lo u r  m ills  a ll add 
th e ir  big share to the cost o f a 
lo a f o f bread. But f ina lly , i t  is 
the m onopoly bak ing  in terests 
which re a lly  boost bread prices 
sky-h igh .

A n  example is contained in the 
ind ic tm en t handed down by a fe d ­
e ra l grand ju r y  in Boston on M ay 

i 28 aga inst 20 baking corpora tions 
in the Now  Eng land and New 
Y ork  areas. I t  was disclosed that 
these corpora tions, co n tro llin g  
the broad supp ly o f 13,000,000 
people and do ing an aggregate 
annual business o f $185,000.000. 
had a rb it ra r ily  boosted prices hy 
secret agreement, fixed  and 
m ainta ined a high m in im um  o f 
m onopoly prices, and used illega l 
methods to  e lim ina te  a ll inde­
pendent com petition.

Am ong the indicted companies 
arc such g ia n t na tional corpora­
tions as N a tiona l B iscu it, Genera! 
Baking, W ard B ak ing  and Con­
tin e n ta l Baking.

Negro Columnist 
Recommends “4th 
In ti” Article

George S. Schuyler, m ost w ide­
ly  read N egro co lum n ist in  the 
country, la s t week w a rm ly  recom­
mended an a rtic le  by A lb e r t  P a rk ­
er on the Negro M aroh-on-W ash- 
ington movem ent p rin ted  in the 
M ay issue o f the m on th ly  m aga­
zine, F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

In  his column, f ro n t page in 
the M ay 30 P ittsbu rgh  Courier. 
Schuyler declared:

"Rest, c ritiq u e  o f Randolph's 
M arch-on-W ashington movement 
appears in  the magazine “ F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l”  (20 cents), pub­
lished at 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
New Y ork . The caustic comments 
o f the author, A lb e rt Parker, and 
his sound logic should provoke 
considerable though t in  colored 
Am erica  about the em inent labor 
leader and S p ingarn  M eda llis t.”

One o f the m ost im p o rta n t 
loopholes in the price regu la tions 
is the fa ilu re  to  do a n y th in g  to 
p reven t de te rio ra tion  in  the qua l­
i t y  o f com m odities produced. The 
W a ll S tree t Jou rna l o f M ay 28 
po ints ou t th a t in  some cases 
“ the q u a lity  o f the a rtic le  is no t 
up to  th a t o f a fe w  m onths ago, 
a lthough the price is le f t  un ­
changed.”  As H aro ld  M ager 
says in  the M ay 30 issue o f The 
N a tio n : “ I f  prices rem a in  the 
same w h ile  product de te rio ra tion  
sets in, is  th is  no t tan tam oun t 
to a price r is e ? ”

•PRODUCT D E T E R IO R A T IO N ’
M ager asserts th a t “ product 

de te rio ra tion  has been going on 
fo r  some tim e. Consumers have 
been g e ttin g  ¡css fo r  th e ir  money 
not on ly  because prices have been 
on the rise  bu t even because 
where prices have not risen the 
q u a n tity  o r q u a lity  o f the goods 
has been reduced. Cakes and 
loaves o f bread are sm a lle r; co t­
ton sh irts  have a la rge  ad m ix ­
ture. o f rayon ; m any packaged 
foods have lessened content; 
some s o ft d rinks  have los t th e ir  
z ip .”

Since the o rig in a l price reg­
u la tions on A p r i l 27 Price A d m in ­
is tra to r  Leon Henderson has is­
sued add itiona l decisions, some o f 
which relate, to reductions in  
qu a n tity . On M ay 14 he ru led 
th a t “ the m axim um  price m ust 
be reduced in the same p ropo r­
tion  as the reduction in size, 
num ber and q u a n tity .”  U nder 
th is  ru lin g , those m anufacture rs 
who reduce the q u a n tity  o f com­
m odities w ith o u t reducing the 
price paid in M arch are g u ilty  
o f v io la tin g  the regulations.

But w h ile  Henderson made a 
special point o f the question o f 
qu an tity , he had no th ing  to  say 
about Q U A L IT Y . The only order 
a ffe c tin g  qu a lity  so fa r  is th a t o f 
M ay 25, an O ffice o f Price A d ­
m in is tra tio n  regu la tion  on prices 
fo r  19)2 fa l l  s ty le  women’s, g ir ls ’ 
and ch ild ren 's  cloth outerw ear 
garm ents, req u iring  the same 
“ workm ansh ip and q u a lity ”  which 
were put in to  these garm ents in 
the period from  Ju lv  to  Septem ­
ber. 1941.

This is the on ly order a ffe c t­
ing  q u a lity  thus fa r. The door 
is there fore w ide open fo r  de- 

S tc r io ra tio n  o f q u a lity  in a l l o ther 
j fields w h ile  the same prices m ust 

he paid. M any o f the m anufac­
tu re rs  who have been reducing 

I the q u a lity  o f th e ir  products fo r  
I the las t year or two w il l  feel per- 
| fectl.v free to continue w ith  these 

practices which h it  the eonsum- 
| ci's ju s t as hard as price rises 
: would.

W H Y  H E N D E R S O N  
L E F T  T H IS  O U T

M ager in The N a tion  wonders 
w hy the price regu la tions had 
no th ing  to  say about product de­
te rio ra tio n , and suggests two rea­
sons: "T h is  m ay have been be- 

: cause, the problem  is in fin ite ly  
more delicate and complex than 
Price con tro l itse lf, or because the 
au tho ritie s  recognized th a t the 
d iversion o f m ate ria ls  to  more 
essential uses m ig h t compel the 
em ploym ent o f substitu tes.”  

i In o ther words, the O PA has 
i no t tackled th is  problem  because 

firs t o f a ll i t  would be p ra c tica l- 
(Continued on page 2)

REAL PRICES KEEP RISING



Trotskyist Paper Faces 
Suppression In England
MP Asks Ban Because Publication Exposed 
Atrocities On Both Sides In the Far East

LONDON, England (By M a il) — The Socialist Appeal, 
organ of the Workers International League, affiliate of the 
Fourth International, was attacked by Sir J. Lucas in the House 
of Commons on April 30, with a request that Herbert Morrison, 
Minister of Home Security, ban the paper.

Sir J. Lucas raised the question on the ground that the 
Socia lis t A ppea l had published a i  
photograph o f 16 Burmese be­
headed by the B r it is h , w ith  the 
fo llo w in g  caption : “ 16 Burmese 
p a trio ts  beheaded by the B r it is h  
in  T harraw ady in  1931, and pub­
lic ly  exh ib ited  to  te rro r iz e  the 
re s t o f the popu la tion . Is  i t  s u r­
p r is in g  th a t in  th is  d is tr ic t  the 
Japanese are succeeding in  g a in ­
in g  a la rge  measure o f aid fro m

arm y, as w e ll as o f the Japanese 
a rm y, conta in  special sections 
dealing w ith  the problem  o f 
arousing the blood lu s t and ha­
tred  o f the common troopers fo r  
the enemy. . .

“ Lest any workers be swayed 
by the feigned ‘h o rro r ’ o f the 
B r it is h  bosses, lest any workers 
believe th a t the B r it is h  are in ­
capable o f do ing these th ings, let 
us say r ig h t  now th a t the w orst 
a tro c ity  com m itted by the Jap ­
anese is but a pale re flec tion  o f 
w hat B r it is h  im peria lism  has ca r­
ried ou t upon the Ind ians, Bur-

ENG LAND A ID ED  JAPAN  
“Only a few months ago Mr. 

Churchill in the House of Com­
mons admitted that the British 
Government had closed the Bur­
ma Road at the instigation of

More Unions 
Vote Aid to 
18 Defendants
Four UAW Locals 
Act to Help Work 
Of CRDC

NEW  YORK, June 3. — Lo­
cals of the CIO United Auto 
Workers in four different states 
voted last week to support the 
defense movement in behalf of 
the 18 Trotskyist and CIO 
members convicted in the M in­
neapolis “ sedition” tria l, the 
C iv il R ights Defense Com m ittee 
reported today.

Locals whose con tribu tions 
have a lready been received a t the 
na tiona l office o f the CRDC, 160 I 
F if th  Ave., Now  Y o rk  C ity , are:

Local 82 o f Racine, W isconsin.
Iax-al 663 o f Anderson, Ind iana.
Local 263 o f Cleveland, Ohio.
In  addition, General M otors Lo ­

cal 216 o f Los Angeles, C a lifo r ­
nia, sent a le tte r  expressing sup­
p o rt fo r  the w o rk  o f the CRDC, 
and prom is ing  to take up a co l­
lection fo r  the 18 when th e ir  
members re tu rn  to  w ork.

O ther loea's w h ich sent money 
to the CRDC la s t week were:

Knitgoods W orkers Local 155, 
In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G arm ent 
W orkers  U n ion, A F L , o f New 
Y o rk  C ity .

Local 182 o f the  U n ited  Rubber 
W orkers, CIO, o f Rahway, N . J.

mese and Chinese as w e ll as a ll 
the e ther colon ia l slaves fo r  the 
past 100 years and more.”

C A L L  FOR E N D  
OF IM P E R IA L IS M  

The res t o f the le a fle t is a 
l is t  o f ou tstand ing repressions o f 
colonial peoples by the B r it is h  
im peria lis ts . I t  concludes:

“ The w o rk in g  people rea lly  
w ant to  see an end to  these v ile  
and inhum an actions. By tak in g  
t lie  re igns o f governm ent in to  
our own hands, and free ing  the j 
colon ia l people from  the s lavery 
o f B r it is h  oppression, by ending 
B r it is h  im peria lism  —  on ly then 
can we ensure th a t we have con­
tr ibu te d  som eth ing to  th e  w ip in g  
out o f a troc ities . O nly then can 
we w ipe out th e  ha tred from  the 
m inds o f the colonial peoples 
upon whom the B r it is h  im p e ria l­
is ts  have perpetra ted such v ile  
acts. T h a t is how to  s tr ik e  a t 
the Japanese im p e ria lis ts ; th a t 
is the way to  rem em ber Hong 
K o n g !”

Farm-Labor Leaders Act 
To Join With Democrats
Both Conservative and Stalinist Wings 
Want to Put End to Independent Action

S3 . PAUL, M inn., .May 29. — Manifest in every resolution 
and declaration made in the Farmer-Labor Party Conference, 
which concluded its two-day session here late this afternoon, is 
the identity of outlook, program and policy of the dominant 
factions fighting for control of the machinery o f the Parmer-
Labor P arty. ®-------------------------------------------------------

The opportun is t trade un ionists
po litic ian s  of the so-called r ig h t 
w ing  and the equally opportun ist 
S ta lin is ts , mis-called the le ft wing, 
clashed several- tim es over incon­
sequential issues In th e ir  attem pts 
to gerrym ander the conference. 
B ut on the cen tra l question of 
de live ring  the F a rm e r -L a b o r  
movement in to  the hands of Roos­
evelt and the Democratic P arty, 
there wasn't a whisper of a d if ­
ference.

The Conference was called by 
the conservatives in  a last desper­
ate e ffo rt to shake oft’ the S ta lin ­
ists who have contro lled t lie  ma­
chinery of the Farm er-Labor As­
sociation fo r  a lm ost six years. 
But these un rea lis tic  po litic ians

T he  Speedup

‘THE M IL IT A N T ' IS BARRED 
FROM BRITISH COLONY

The Governor of Sierra Leone, British Colony in West 
Africa, has recently prohibited the importation of 6 United 
States working class newspapers and magazines, including 1111: 
M IL IT A N T , according to information received in this country 
last week.

It is reported from England that all natives to whom the
papers are addressed are be ing®--------------------------------------------------------
arrested. I -now been exiled fro m  S ie na

The G overnor, appointed by j  Leone> j ohnson was arrested by
B r it is h  im peria lism , acted under I 
the d ic ta to r ia l powers he exer­
cises th rough  the Undesirable 
Pub.ications Ordinance o f 1939. 
The ban applies no t on ly to  c u r­
ren t and fu tu re  issues bu t to 
past issues o f the papers as w e ll.

No reason fo r  the suppression 
o f the papers was g iven by the 
Governor. B u t i t  is no t hard to 
understand w hy the governm ent 
o f W est A fr ic a , appointed by the 
B r it is h  governm ent to  keep the 
na tive  people in subjection, is 
a fra id  to p e rm it the c ircu la tio n  
o f papers w h ich advocate u n ity  j 
o f the N egro  and. w h ite  masses . 
against th e ir  oppressors.

the B r it is h  Governor as soon as 
the w a r began, and confined un­
t i l  recen tly  to a concentration 
camp w ith o u t t r ia l .

Retail Clerks Are 
Opposed to the 
Stalinist Line

discovered to th e ir  embarnssment 
that a score or more of S ta lin is t 
delegates were in attendance. Led 
by well-known S ta lin is t fu n c tio n ­
aries and supporters, these dele­
gates outdid the so-called r ig h t 
w ing  in th e ir  insistence upon a 
conservative that fo rm  and pro­
gram  fo r a ll-o u t support of the 
war.

K E Y N O T E  SPEECH
Keynoting the Conference. De­

m ocratic Congressman John M.
Coffee of W ashington called fo r 
u n ity  among “ progressives”  in 
the Republican, Democratic and 
Farm er-Labor parties in  support 
of Roosevelt and Ilia program.
Congressman Coffee listed among 
his supporters A F L  and CIO un­
ions as well as the ra ilroad  b ro th ­
erhoods. In  addition, he boasted 
•of the fact that he had the whole­
hearted support of Chambers of 
Commerce and the power interests 
in his homo state. A lthough ob­
v iously  embarassed by Congress­
man Coffee’s boasts and reaction­
a ry  form ulations, speaker a fte r 
speaker took the flo o r to give en­
thusiastic support to thp m ain 
proposition of the keynote ad­
dress.

Form er Governor R im er A.
Benson, inv ited  by the Conference 
to speak, managed to get through 
a 20 m inu te  discourse w ithou t , d r ille rs  could be tra p p e d ’ in to  
m aking u positive organ izationa l suppo rting  a race —  the in tim id - 
proposal.

the office. The resentm ent was

chance a t the pot, am oun ting  to 
I about $50.

E d ito r : J The w orkers are not being'
In  an e f fo r t  to popularize the | fooled by these ba iled  snares, 

speedup now being- introduced in T h roughou t the  yard discussions 
the local shipyards, the local about the sw ind lin g  practices o f

tlu : corpora tion  are resu ltin g  in 
in d ig na n t demands tha t produc­
tion be increased by h ir in g  M ORE 
men, not bv g ru e lin g  speedups.

N. L.
San Diego. C a lif.

“ There is one lesson w hich we 1

Railroad and Warehouse Com­
missioner H ja lm e r Petersen, like -

, (Continued fro m  page 1)
a tin g  pressure o f the b ig  shot in ly  im possible by its  methods to

so g re a t th a t the race was ca ll-
police the m anufactu re  o f the 
thousands o f d iffe re n t commodi- 

wlse n fo rm er Governor, was also : ed o f f  fo r  a day o r two. Then ties and the un to ld  numbers o f 
inv ited  to apeak. Petersen's speech 1 i t  was held p r im a r ily  because the | d iffe re n t brands o f these com- 
brls tled  w ith  charges that M in- \ more backward w orkers wanted a j m od itics, and secondly because 
nesota is in the g rip  of the W ill

The Stalinist forces at the re­
cent Chicago convention of the 

The other papers banned w ere I United Retail. Wholesale and 
F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l, New In te r-  j Department Store Employees of

A m erica su ffe red .a decisive de-na tinna l. Labor A ction , F ig h tin g  
W orke r and In te rn a tio n a l News.

N A T IV E  P A P E R ’S S T A N D
This in fo rm a tio n  was p rin ted  

in the A p r i l  3 issue o f The A f r i ­
can Standard, o ff ic ia l w eek ly  o r­
gan o f the W est A fr ic a n  Y ou th  
League, S ie rra  Leone section, 
which po ints ou t th a t the papers 
are no t p roh ib ited  in  B r ita in  o r 
the U n ited  States, and states th a t 
i t  sees no good reason fo r  th e ir  
suppression in  S ie rra  Ler/ne, es­
pecially' d u rin g  a w a r be ing con­
ducted in  the  name o f democ­
racy.

The ou tstand ing leader o f the 
W est A fr ic a n  Y ou th  League, 
W allace Johnson, who won the 
en m ity  o f the B r it is h  au tho rities  
by his in te rna tiona l a ttitu d e  to  
the w a r and by his organ iza tion ­
al ac tiv itie s  am ong the na tive  
dock w orkers and m iners, has

fe a t on a ll trade  union questions.
The Convention voted down, a 

m otion introduced by the S ta iin - 
is ts  to com m it the union to  an 
absolute no -s tr ike  pledge. In  ad­
d ition , the S ta lin is ts  fa ile d  to 
w in  any places fo r  th e ir  fo llo w ­
ers as officers o r members o f the 
executive board.

The delegates reacted v io le n tly  
against a speech o f the S ta lin is t 
A r th u r  Osman o f Local 65 in  New 
Y o rk , when he declared th a t be­
cause o f the w a r th is  is no t the 
tim e to  c a rry  on a v igorous fig h t 
aga inst rac ia l d iscrim ina tion .

Subscribe to the 
'Fourth International"

kie-Stassen machine financed by 
the monopolies and huge m in ing  
companies of the state.

Especia lly no tew orthy was the 
speech of Paul A. Rassmussen. 
l ie  spoke in t lie  Conference w ith  
(lie a u th o rity  o f a representative 
of the Democratic N a tiona l Com­
m ittee. Proposing a coa lition  
ticke t of Democrats and Farmer- 
Laborltes fo r the fa ll election, tie 
made a v ir tu a l nom ination speech 
fo r H ja lm e r Petersen as the can­
didate fo r Governor on th is  ticke t.

A  “ L E F T ”  PRO G RAM
K now ing  tha t the thorough ly 

reactionary proposal of a coa lition 
ticke t m ust be camouflaged i f  the 
support of the workers and fa rm ­
ers of Minnesota is to he won. 
file  leaders of the Conference per­
m itted  I lie adoption of a “ le ft”  
program. Some outstanding points 
of t ii is  program  are: That prop­
e rty  ns well as persons should he 
drafted fo r the w ar: tha t the gov­
ernm ent take over the w ar plants 
and operate them w ith o u t pro fit 
to the owners: tha t there be fixed 
p a r ity  fa rm  prices; th a t the jobB 
of dollar-a-year men he abolished: 
that the com petitive price system 
be ended and that a ll goods and

commodities be sold to consumers 
at tlie  cost of production.

The once pow erfu l Fanner-La- t )la t  ¡s 
bor Association, tlie  organ ization­
al dues-paying set-up fo r tlie

the au tho rities , h id in g  behind the 
! p re te x t o f w a r production needs, 

are reconciling themselves to the 
idea o f “ sub s titu te ”  m ateria is , 

o f actua l price rises. 
Needless to  say, where m anufac­
tu re rs  use substitu tes th a t cost

Farm er-Labor Party, to which (he i ess t han the o rig in a l, they w il l
economic organizations o f the 
workers and farm ers are fo rm a lly  
a ffilia ted , lias been reduced by 
S ta lin is t m an ipu la tions (o a 
shadow of its  form er self. The As­
sociation meets in  convention in 
M inneapolis on June 27. Before 
th is  date, a committee of 21 
named by the Farm er-Labor Par­
ty  Conference, has been instructed 
to meet w ith  a s im ila r committee 
from  the Association. T lie  com­
bined com m ittee of 12 w ill have 
v ir tu a lly  fu ll power to put across 
the program  of coa lition  w ith  tlie  
Democrats.

W hether or not th is  reactionary 
p lot can be carried out at t lie  June 
27 convention, w i l l  he determ ined 
by the a ttitud e  of the trade un­
ions and fa rm  organizations 
which have now been instructed 
by the Farm er-Labor P a rty  Con­
ference to rea ffilia te  to the F arm ­
er-Labor Association, so long in 
the strangle-hold of the S ta lin ­
ists.

ask fo r  the same prices; and 
where the subs titu te  m ate ria ls  
cost more, they w i l l  ask, and the 
OPA w i 1 authorize, h igher p r i­
ces.

There are in add ition  numerous 
o ther practices o f m anufactu re rs  
and sellers w h ich  ra ise the rea l 
prices o f com m odities. Some o f 
these the O PA has characterized 
as illeg a l: others i t  recognizes and 
perm its.

O TH E R  D E V IC E S
F o r example, a m anufactu re r 

puts ou t a brand o f canned to ­
matoes which sold fo r  10 cents 
in M arch. Today he w ithd raw s 
th is  brand o f tomatoes fro m  the 
m arke t and puts out a new brand 
under another label, and sells it  
fo r  15 cents. The O PA frow ns 
on th is  practice, b u t everyone 
knows th a t i t  is go ing on.

Then the re  are m any cases 
where a m an u fac tu re r has been 
p u ttin g  ou t tw o  brands o f tom a-

(Continued fro m  page 1)
aga inst one o f the eighteen, C arl Skoglund, against whom  deport­
a tion  proceedings are now pending.

R ooseve lt’ s C onnec tion  W ith  the  B ridges  R u lin g
In  the M inneapolis t r ia l ,  there were apologists fo r  Roose­

v e lt who tr ie d  to  c la im  th a t he had no re sp on s ib ility  fo r  th a t 
a n ti- la b o r prosecution, th a t B iddle did i t  on his own in it ia t iv e . 
B u t those apologists could no t exp la in  aw ay the d ire c t appeal 
o f Team sters’ P resident D anie l J. Tobin to  Roosevelt fo r  a id  
aga inst the Local 544-CIO “ secessionists” , Roosevelt’s pub lic  sup­
p o rt o f Tobin aga inst Local 544-CIO, and Roosevelt’s th re a t 
th a t “ the appropria te  governm ent agencies”  had been to ld  to  
act.

L ikew ise now, apologists are t r y in g  to  cover up Roosevelt. 
The New Y o rk  newspaper, PM , fo r  example, says th a t “ B iddle 
made his decision absolute ly on his own —  w ith o u t consu lta tion  
w ith  the President o r w ith  any o f h is fe llo w  Cabinet members 
. . .No na tiona l po licy is involved in  B idd le ’s ru lin g .”  The S ta lin ­
is ts  also are t ry in g  to absolve Roosevelt.

B u t the idea o f B iddle ac tin g  on h is  own is preposterous. 
Judge Sears’ o rder o f September 26, 1941 fo r  B ridges ’ deporta­
tio n  had been reversed and cancelled on January  3, 1942 by a 
h igh e r body, the Board o f Im m ig ra tio n  Appeals, w h ich accepted 
B ridges’ denial o f C. P. m em bership a t any tim e. O rd in a rily , 
the A tto rn e y  General would abide by  such a decision o f the h ig h ­
e r body. F urthe rm ore , B iddle and everyone else knew  in  ad­
vance th a t the en tire  CIO  would back B ridges, the elected head 
o f the C IO ’s Longshorem en’s and W arehousemen’s U n ion. F u r ­
therm ore, who is B idd le? He is no t a po w e rfu l p o lit ic ia n  w ith  
his own fo llo w in g . On the con tra ry , he is one o f the weakest 
p o lit ic a l fig u re s  ever to  s it  in  a .Cabinet, a man w ith o u t power 
in  the Dem ocratic P a rty , who could h a rd ly  ge t h im se if elected 
as a Congressman. He is one o f the m any puppets, u t te r ly  sub­
serv ien t to  his m aste r’s w ill,  w ith  whom  Roosevelt has surround­
ed h im se lf. I t  is preposterous to  th in k  th a t such a man acted 
in such a m a tte r w ith o u t the e x p lic it approval o f Roosevelt. 
Th is b low  against the labor movem ent comes, no t fro m  an acci­
dental f ig u re  in  the Cabinet, bu t fro m  Roosevelt h im self.

T he  A n ti-L a b o r D o c tr in e  o f  B id d le ’ s R u lin g
E ve ry  w o rke r should c a re fu lly  read the te x t  o f B idd le ’s 

ru lin g  aga inst Bridges. He should see fo r  h im se lf how the ru lin g  
a ttem pts  to  ou tlaw  the m ain ideas which have been held by the 
vanguard o f the la bo r m ovem ent fo r  a hundred years. P o in t 
by po in t, th is  deporta tion  ru l in g  repeats the m ain  a rgum ent

made by the D epartm ent o f Justice in the in d ic tm e n t i t  w ro te 
fo r  the M inneapolis t r ia l aga inst the T ro tsky is ts . We c ite  bu t 
tw o m a in  po in ts :

1. B ridges a lleged ly belonged to  an organ iza tion  wh ich 
"advocates and teaches the ove rth row  by fo rce  and vio lence o f 
the governm ent o f the U n ited  States.”  T h is  is “ proved,”  in  the 
Bridges ru l in g  as in the  M inneapolis t r ia l ,  by tw is ted  quota­
tions fro m  the fam ous Com m unist M an ifes to  o f 1848 o f M arx  
and Engels, and c ita tions fro m  Lenin —  in  the  t r ia l  there were 
also quotations fro m  T ro tsky . Thus the Roosevelt A d m in is tra ­
t io n  openly moves to  ou tlaw  the theore tica l he ritage  o f a hun­
dred years o f M a rx is t though t. In  the M inneapolis t r ia l  we 
showed th a t the M arx is ts  do no t advocate fo rce  and violence 
aga inst the governm ent; th a t the M arx is ts , lea rn ing  fro m  the 
te rr ib le  lessons o f h is to ry , know  th a t the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  
p o lit ic a l agents use force and violence aga inst the labo r move­
m ent as the  w o rk in g  class moves tow ard  socia lism ; th a t the 
M arx is ts , the re fore , w arn  the w orkers to prepare to- defend them ­
selves against ca p ita lis t force and violence. The Roosevelt fo rm u la  
o f p in n in g  the advocacy o f “ force and vio lence”  on the  T ro t ­
sky is ts . B ridges and others is an a tte m p t to  crush the vanguard 
o f the labo r movement.

2. As in the  M inneapo lis tr ia l,  B ridges is accused o f ad­
he rin g  to  organ izations w h ich “ advocated the class s trugg le ,”  
and “ pene tra tion  in to  trade unions. . . and conversion o f th e ir  
members by constant ag ita tio n  and propaganda.”  As in  the 
M in n e a p o lis .tr ia l where a ll the officers o f Local 544-CIO were 
ind icted because T ro tsky is ts  were am ong the leaders, so B iddle 
now says th a t B ridges ’ “ a ff ilia t io n  w ith  the M arine W orkers 
In d u s tr ia l U n ion  was grounds fo r  deporta tion .”

Thus be lie f in  the class s tru g g le  —  m il ita n t  s trugg le  aga inst 
the  bosses —  is a crim e in  the eyes o f Roosevelt. A nd fo r  a 
union to  elect leaders be liev ing in the  class s trugg le  makes the 
en tire  union suspect! T h is  is a brazen a ttem p t by the govern­
m ent t o ' te l l  the unions w ha t th e ir  po licy  should be, w h a t k ind 
o f leaders the y  can have, and to behead any union wh ich fo llow s 
a m il ita n t  po licy ! I f  the governm ent gets aw ay w ith  th is , i t  
means th a t the c a p ita lis t class and its  p o litica l agents have a 
veto power over union polic ies and union elections.

On the basis o f ou r fo rego ing  analysis, we can place the 
ru lin g  aga ins t B ridges in its  p roper se tting . L ik e  the M innea­
polis tr ia l,  i t  is p a rt o f the long-range governm ent-cap ita lis t 
p lan to  reg im en t Labor, house-break the union, take aw ay then- 
m ost po tent weapons, and leave them  a t the m ercy o f the gov­
ernm ent and its  various boards. N o r is th is  p lan m ere ly  a w a r­

tim e  “ em ergency”  scheme. I t  s ta rted  long before the w a r, i t  
w i l l  be carried  ou t even more ru th less ly  a fte r  the w a r —  i f  the 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  governm ent have th e ir  way.

The Q uestion  o f  the  Sovie t U n io n
M any o f those who understand the long-range governm ent 

plan may ask: B ut w hy did they p ick on Bridges? No one today 
m ore voc ife rous ly  supports Roosevelt’s policies, inc lud ing  speed­
up o f the longshoremen, subord ination o f the unions to govern­
m ent boards, etc. B ridges is p ra c tic in g  c lass-collaboration be­
yond the bounds o f the usual labo r-fake r. He is one o f the m ost 
useful lieutenan ts th a t the governm ent has in the la bo r move­
ment. Even a fte r  th is  blow, Bridges is lic k in g  the hand th a t 
sm ites him . W hy, then, B ridges?

One reason suggested is tha t, having le t B row der out, Roose­
v e lt is now conc ilia ting  the u ltra -rea c tiona rie s  by sm itin g  
Bridges, ju s t to show the governm ent’s “ im p a r t ia lity .”  I f  th is  
were so, the score is decidedly to  the advantage o f the reaction ­
aries. B row der is a nonen tity , easily  replaceable by the S ta lin ­
is ts ; whereas Bridges is the elected head o f a po w erfu l trade 
union. And th a t Roosevelt proceeds by co n c ilia tin g  the reac­
tionaries is an ominous w a rn in g  to  the la bo r movement.

W ashington does no t w a n t any frien ds  o f the Soviet Union 
in positions o f power in the labor movement. The fundam enta l 
antagonism  between the  c a p ita lis t “ democracies”  and the w o rk ­
ers’ state has been allayed by the w a r alliances and S ta lin ’s 
reac tiona ry  policies, bu t th a t basic antagonism  rem ains, to f la re  
up a t any moment. There can be no la s tin g  peace between cap i­
ta lis t  economy and the nationa lized p ro pe rty  o f the Soviet Union. 
W ashington knows th a t ve ry  w e ll and does n o t cease p repa ring  
fo r  an eventual con flic t. P a rt o f those prepara tions is the crush­
ing  o f a ll defenders o f the Soviet U n ion, inc lud ing  am ong them  
defenders o f the K re m lin  bureaucracy.

W hatever the im m ediate m o tiva tion  o f the governm ent’s 
b low  a t B ridges, i t  is c lear th a t i t  is reac tiona ry  to the core 
and m ust be fo u g h t by the labo r movement.

W h ile  do ing a ll they  can to  defend Bridges aga inst deporta­
tion , the revo lu tion is ts  and a ll class-conscious w orkers m ust a t 
the same tim e  condemn B ridges and the S ta lin is ts  fo r  th e ir  w h ite ­
w ashing o f Roosevelt, th e ir  reac tiona ry  aid to Roosevelt in  ham ­
s tr in g in g  the unions, and the ha rm  they are doing the Soviet 
Union by such class-collaboration.

The m il ita n t  f ig h t  fo r  the independence o f the labor move­
m ent is also the on ly  rea l w ay to  he lp the Soviet Union. I r r e ­
concilable class s trugg le  aga inst the ca p ita lis t w o rld  —  th a t is 
the on ly  road fo r  the  fu tu re  o f labor.

toes, which are exactly  o r a lm ost 
the same in q u a lity  and q u a n tity . 
B rand A  he sells fo r  10 cents; 
brand B lie sells fo r  15 cents. He 
now w ith d ra w s brand A  fro m  the 
m arke t, and the consum er can 
buy on ly brand B.

In  connection w ith  th is , Hen­
derson’s s ta tem ent on M ay 14 
said the fo llo w in g : “ Q— How  w i l l  
price ce ilings be determ ined 
where iden tica l a rtic les  have been 
sold under d iffe re n t brand names 
a t d iffe re n t prices? A — The se ller 
cannot sell the low er-p riced brand 
a t the price fo r  the h igh e r brand. 
D iffe re n t brands are d iffe re n t 
com m odities.”  A nd  f u r t h e r ,  
“ W hether brand A  is dropped o r 
continued a t 10 cents is im m a­
te r ia l. I f  the m an u fac tu re r m ere­
ly  rebrands his a rtic le , a sale a t 
a h ighe r price is a v io la tio n .”

In  o ther words, i t  is ille g a l to  
sell brand A  fo r  the price o f 
brand B, bu t i t  is  pe rfe c tly  a ll 
r ig h t  to stop m an u fac tu ring  
brand A  and to  sell brand B on ly.

The M ay 28 W a ll S tree t Jou r­
nal describes another t r ic k  now 
being resorted to :

“ A no the r va ria tio n  is to  make 
a s lig h t change in specifications, 
and then up the price o f an a r ­
tic le . O n ly yesterday the O PA 
was confronted w ith  a ru g  m anu­
fa c tu re r th a t changed its  popu la r 
sized ’9 by 12’ rugs to  9 by 1$ 
fee t one inch, in o rder to  com­
mand a ‘cu t o rder p rice ,’ 17 per 
cent h igher than the old price. 
O PA said th is  practice  was a v io ­
la tio n  o f the price  regu la tions .”

B u t when the same t r ic k  is 
used a l i t t le  more sub tly , the 
O PA raises no objections, as fo r  
example when co ffee  fo rm e rly  
sold in  “ loose”  containers is  re ­
moved from  the m arke t, and sold 
th e re a fte r on ly in  cans, w h ich 
considerably raises the price  o f 
coffee by the pound.

O N L Y  T H E  B E G IN N IN G
These devices to  ra ise rea l p r i ­

ces to  the consumer are on ly  the 
beginn ing. W hen conversion o f 
in d u s try  to  w a r production reach­
es a more advanced stage and 
when shortages in consumers’ 
com m odities become re a lly  acute, 
the tendency w i l l  be fo r  the  m an­
u fa c tu re rs  to d iv e rt a la rge  p o r­
tion  o f th e ir  products o f f  the 
open m arke t, and to  sell them  a t 
g re a tly  increased, ille g a l, prices.

T h is ille g a l sale o f com m odi­
ties in g re a t demand is known 
as the “ black m arke t”  in  Europe, 
and i t  operates som eth ing lik e  
the sale o f liquo r did in  the U n i­
ted States d u r in g  p ro h ib itio n  
days. The e ffec t o f th is  bootleg 
m arke t is to swell the pockets o f 
the w ar p ro fite e rs  and to  sha rp ­
ly  reduce the liv in g  standards o f 
the masses, who are forced 
against th e ir  w i l l  to  pa tron ize  
the  bootleg m arke t because they 
cannot get the products they need 
anywhere else.

The price  rises a lready in  e ffec t 
since M ay 19 and the th re a t o f a 
bootleg m arke t make i t  m ore ne­
cessary than ever fo r  the labo r 
movement to launch a strugg le :

1. A g a in s t governm enta l moves 
to  freeze wages!

2. F o r a r is in g  scale o f wages 
to  meet increased liv in g  costs!

3. F o r the creation o f demo­
c ra tic  com m ittees o f consumers 
to  con tro l prices and ra tio n in g !

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

press last week fea tu red  n race 
by tw o >fanp,s o f rive te rs  at the 
Los Angeles S h ipbu ild ing  Corp. 
U sing a $25 purse as ba it, and 
estab lish ing ideal w o rk in g  condi­
tions in advance, they  made it 
possible fo r  over 1400 rive ts  to 
be driven by one gang in  one 
day. Im m ed ia te ly , the  da ily  
quota fo r  r ive te rs  was raised 
from  250 to 400.

Despite the p a trio tic  declara­
tions a ttr ib u te d  to  the r iv a l 
teams in the ca p ita lis t press, the 
m a jo r ity  o f the rive te rs  under­
stood in advance the speedup 
character o f the race, and ex­
pressed th e ir  ind igna tion  by re ­
m arks sucli as “ the son o f a b—  
oughta have his union card p u ll­
ed.”  No one has dared to propose 
a race since the las t one, and the 
a ttitu d e  o f the w orkers is, “ I f  
they w a n t to build these boats 
in a h u rry , w e ll and good —  but

A S ta lin is t On  
N a tio n a l U n ity
E d ito r:

On M ay 10 the I llin o is  State 
In d u s tr ia l U n ion  Council o f the 
CIO held a conference on W ar 
and Production in  Chicago. There 
were at least .'¡00 delegates pres­
ent, m any o f them fro m  strong  
and im p o rta n t unions.

The speakers were the usual 
assortm ent o f a rm y, navy and 
governm ent board representa­
tives. m aking  the usual pleas. 
Nevertheless, the high p o in t in  1 
p a trio tic  fe rv o r was no t reached | 
by them, bu t by E rnest Dc Maio, i 
a U E  fu n c tio n a ry  who is w e ll 
known as a S ta lin is t. Perhaps I 
you w il l  be in terested in some | 
o f his rem arks which I  copied 
flown •

REAL PRICES ARE 
STILL GOING UP

w hy don’t  they stop foo lin g  
around and h ire  some more 
men ? ”

This week the same tr ic k  was 
pulled on the d r ille rs . To make it  
look like  a popu lar idea, every­
one was asked to come to the 
fo rem an ’s shack a t lunch tim e. 
Before anyone knew w ha t was 
happening, he was being asked 
to chip in fo r  a pot fo r  a d r ille rs ’ 
race. Th is was the on ly w av the

who w o rk  in  the fac to rie s  have 
not ye t learned. P resident Roose­
ve lt has called fo r  na tio n a l u n ity . 
Some w orkers th in k  th is  means, 
u n ity  o f the la bo r m ovem ent. 
However, i t  does no t mean u n ity  
o f labo r to  beat the companies. 
I t  does no t mean u n ity  o f the  
companies to  beat labor. I t  does 
not mean the u n ity  o f fa rm er’s to  
beat both the companies and la ­
bor. T h a t would be na tiona l d is ­
rup tion , a d ivided na tion  lik e  we 
have now’. N a tion a l u n ity  means 
u n ity  w ith  the companies.

“ W hy? The Chicago T ribu ne  
recently  ran  a series o f a rtic les  
called ‘You Can’t  Do Business 
W ith  H it le r . ’ They showed w h a t 
would happen to A m erican com­
panies i f  H it le r  w ins. They 
would lose th e ir  industries . So, 
i f  H it le r  wins, they have some­
th ing  to lose; we have som eth ing 
to- lose. We both have som eth ing 
to lose. T ha t means th a t we can 
unite toge the r and f ig h t  so th a t 
we don’t  both lose.

“ I know' th a t i t  is hard fo r  
workers to rea lize th a t they m ust 
unite w ith  th e ir  bosses. B u t th a t 
is w hat m ust be done now and 
we m ust sharpen our approach to 
this prob lem .”

E very  tim e  the speakers ta lked 
about v ic to ry  over H it le r  and 
fascism, the w orkers  applauded 
v igorously. They even applauded 
a l i t t le  when De M aio said th a t 
those who- in te rfe re  w ith  produc­
tion "m u s t be sougTit out, expos­
ed as f i f t h  co lum nists, trea ted  
like tra ito rs , and —- yes —  
ih o t ! ”  B u t there was no applause 
at a ll when De M aio ins truc ted  
us to un ite w ith  ou r bosses.

A . F.
Chicago', 111.

the Japanese Government In  th is  
way they m a te ria lly  assisted the 
Japanese im p e ria lis ts  in extend­
in g  th e ir  conquest o f China and 
are the re fo re  responsible fo r  the 
consequent a troc ities . . .

“ E very  im p e ria lis t governm ent 
indulges in  v ile  a troc itie s  against 
the conquered peoples. The ma­
nuals o f th e  B r it is h  a rm y, o f the 
Am erican a rm v, o f the Germanthe popu la tion?”  S ir J. Lucas did 

no t te ll th a t side by side w ith  
th is  p ic tu re  fro m  B urm a was 
published another o f Chinese be­
headed by the Japanese, w ith  the 
cap tion : "A  group o f Chinese so l­
diers, th e ir  heads severed fro m  
th e ir  bodies by the Japanese in  
M anchuria. W hy  did the B r it is h  
cap ita lis ts  no t p ro tes t th e n ? ”

LU C A S  A S K S  FOR 
S U PPR ESSIO N  OTF P A P E R

The inc ident in  the  House o f 
Commons is reported as fo llow s 
by “ H ansard,”  the o ffic ia l record:

“ S ir .1. Lucas (by  P riva te  N o­
tice ) asked the Home Secretary 
w hethe r lie  has studied a m onth­
ly  pub lica tion , a copy o f which 
has been sent to h im , and in  p a r­
t ic u la r an illu s tra t io n  under a 
caption “ B r it is h  A tro c ity  in B u r­
m a,”  and the contents o f a lead­
in g  a rtic le  contained there in , and 
w ha t action he intends ta k in g  in 
the m a tte r by w ay o f suspending 
or w a rn in g  the paper?

“ M r. H. M o rrison : M y  hon. and 
g a lla n t fr ie n d  was good enough 
to send me yesterday a copy o f 
the pub lica tion  to  wh ich he re ­
fe rs. I  am considering the m at­
te r, bu t I  am no t in a position 
to make any fu r th e r  s tatem ent 
a t the present tim e.

“ M r. G arro Jones: Can m y 
r ig h t  hon. fr ie n d  g ive the  name 
o f th is  paper?

“ M r. M orrison : I t  is a paper 
called ‘Socialist Appeal.’

"S ir  J. Lucas: In  v iew  o f the 
fa c t th a t th is  paper a ttacks our 
A llie s  and w a r aims and is en­
t ire ly  subversive, can the r ig h t  
hon. gentlem an state any good 
renson fo r  a llo w in g  i t  to con ti­
nue?

“ M r. M o rriso n : The House
knows th a t these m a tte rs  requ ire  
a g re a t deal o f ca re fu l considera­
tion , and I th in k  i t  would be best 
th a t I  should consider a ll the 
circum stances before in tim a tin g  
any decision.”

W hat may come a fte r  M o r r i­
son’s “ ca re fu l consideration”  is 
indicated by the fa c t th a t the 
“ D a ily  W o rke r”  is s t i l l  p ro h ib it­
ed, and th a t many papers have 
been muzzled by th rea ts  o f sus­
pension.

In  v iew  o f th is  th re a t to the 
Socia lis t Appeal, the W orkers In ­
te rna tion a l League issued fo r  
widespread d is tr ib u tio n  a fo u r- 
page le a fle t repub lish ing  the  a r­
t ic le  and photographs in  question. 
In  an in tro du c tion  to the a rtic le , 
the  W IL  says:

C R IM E S  ON B O TH  S ID ES
“ The a u th e n tic ity  o f these facts 

cannot be denied; w hat causes 
the issue to be raised is the re ­
percussion among the B r it is h  
w orkers a t the exposure o f the 
crim es o f B r it is h  im peria lism  in 
the  colonies, these crim es being 
the fundam enta l cause fo r  the de­
fea ts in the  F a r East.”

The a rtic le  rep rin ted  fro m  the 
A p r i l  S oc ia lis t Appeal is t it le d : 
“ Remember Hong K ong and A i l  
T h is  Too.”  “ The tales o f the 
a troc ities  com m itted by the Jap­
anese A rm y  upon B r it is h  soldiers 
a t H ong K ong,”  i t  reports , “ have 
aroused the B r it is h  masses as 
no a tro c ity  s tory has done since 
the outbreak o f the w a r.”  I t  then 
recalls the Japanese im p e ria lis t 
record in M anchuria  —  and its  
B r it is h  im p e ria lis t apolog ists:

“ We publish here a photograph 
o f the heads o f a group o f C h i­
nese, severed fro m  th e ir  bodies 
by the Japanese im p e ria lis ts  d u r­
in g  the conquest o f M anchuria. 
I t  was the le f t  w ing  o f the w o rk ­
in g  class movem ent w h ich pub­
lished these p ic tu res and tr ie d  to 
rouse the masses o f the  w o rld  
aga inst th is . B u t w h a t were the 
jou rna ls  o f B r it is h  im peria lism  
saying? They were no t in te re s t­
ed in rous ing  the masses then! 
They were apologists fo r  Japan­
ese im peria lism  and were ju s t i­
fy in g  th e ir  actions! Each suc­
cessive G overnm ent o f B r it is h  
cap ita lism  covered up the a tro c i­
ties  o f th e ir  Japanese class 
bro thers and o ffic ia l B r it is h  
spokesmen tr ie d  to  m in im ize 
w hat wag ta k in g  place, or even 
d ire c tly  claimed th a t the Japan­
ese were c a rry in g  c iv iliza tio n  in to  
China.

W orkers
F O R U M

F ig h t  Aga ins t  B r id g e s ’ D e p o r ta t io n !



! B y A lb e r t  P a rk e r :
<•)-

The Right to Vote, the Southern 
Democrats and the Communist Party

Recently th is  column re p o rt­
ed the unsuccessful move o f a 
sm all group o f southern Demo­
cra ts to ge t th e ir  p a rty  in  South 
C aro lina  to  p e rm it Negroes to 
vote in  the prim aries . T h a t is 
the state where the present 
Dem ocratic P a rty  ru les fo r  p r i ­
m ary, vo tin g  requ ire  a N egro to 
he 87 years old and to  have 
voted the s tra ig h t Democratic- 
tic k e t fo r  G6 years.

S h o rtly  a fte r  th is  a fr ien d  of 
ours who happened to be pass­
in g  th rou gh  South C aro lina 
sent us a le tte r  and some news­
paper c lipp ings which indicated 
th a t the m otives o f these w h ite  
Southern Dem ocrats in  seeking 
to  open the p rim aries  to  Ne 
groes were no t exactly  m otives 
which most Negroes would ap­
plaud.

D A IL Y  W O R K E R ’S STORY 
Before we had a chance to 

p r in t  th is  in fo rm a tio n , the S ta­
lin is t  D a ily  W orker appeared on 
M ay 21 w ith  a s to ry  th a t was 
g re a tly  a t variance w ith  the in ­
fo rm a tio n  we had received. W e 
there fore  held up on p r in t in g  
th is  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  our 
fr ie n d  u n t il we could check f u r ­
the r.

T h is  week the Associated N e­
gro Press ran a s to ry  prin ted  
in many N egro newspapers, 
which cleared up the question 
and which proved d e fin ite ly  th a t 
the Com m unist P a rty  is g u ilty  
o f w h itew ash ing the reaction ­
a ry  southern Dem ocrats who 
look down on the mass o f N e ­
groes as “ in fe r io r”  and who fo r  
th e ir  own bene fit are t ry in g  to  
open the Dem ocratic p rim a ry  
polls to  a lim ited  num ber o f 
Negroes.

The headlines on the  D a ily  
W orke r’s s to ry  read as fo llo w s : 
“ C arolina Dem ocrats A sk  Negro 
P o ll R ights . 21 South C aro lina 
Leaders Push F ig h t fo r  F u ll 
P o litica l E q u a lity  in  S tate.”  The 
second head is fa lse fro m  be­
g in n in g  to  end. A n  exam ination 
o f the S ta lin is t s to ry  w ith  the 
A N P  s to ry  proves th a t the las t 
th in g  in  the w o rld  these 21 
“ leaders”  were asking fo r  was 
“ fu l l  po litica l e q ua lity ,”  fo r  the 
N egro  people.

I t  is on ly  by com paring the 
tw o  stories side by side th a t 
one can fu l ly  appreciate the 
treachery  and d u p lic ity  o f the 
S ta lin is ts . In  the m ain the two 
stories are based on the same 
document —  a reso lu tion sub­
m itted  to the sta te  Dem ocratic 
convention by 21 w h ite  Dem o­
crats. The on ly  d iffe rence is 
th a t the S ta lin is ts  le f t  certa in  
im p o rta n t pa rts  o f the reso lu ­
tio n  out, w h ile  the A N P  s to ry  
p rin ted  the reso lu tion  in  fu ll .

The reso lu tion  started  as f o l­
low s; “ The undersigned w h ite  
citizens o f South C aro lina  be­
lieve th a t the  tim e  has come 
when steps should be taken to ­
w ard  recogn iz ing the p o lit ic a l 
r ig h ts  o f the Negroes o f th is  
state. The fo llo w in g  consider­
ations p rom pt us in  th is  v ie w :”  
The D a ily  W orke r p rin ted  th is  
paragraph .

W H A T  T H E  CP L E F T  O U T
The ne x t paragraph o f the 

reso lu tion  read as fo llo w s : “ 1. 
M any -of our N egro c itizens are 
keenly desirous o f exerc is ing  
th e ir  r ig h ts  o f citizensh ip. We 
believe they are now f it te d  by 
education and experience to  as­
sume the responsib ilities o f c i­
tizensh ip .”

W ha t does th is  mean? I t  
means th a t the  21 who signed 
th is  reso lu tion  im p ly  th a t up 
u n t il now the d is franch isem ent 
o f the Negroes was ju s tifie d  be­
cause they weren’ t  ready to  “ as­
sume the responsib ilities o f c i­
tizensh ip .”  E ve ry  word in  th is  
paragraph s tinks  o f s m u g  
“ w h ite  s u p e rio rity .”  The D a ily  
W orke r s to ry  solved th is  un ­
pleasant problem by leaving out 
the f irs t tw o  words o f the f irs t  
sentence in  th a t paragraph, 
thus changing its  m eaning, and 
by leaving out the whole second 
sentence!

The next pa rag raph was 
p rin ted  in fu l l  by the D a ily  
W o rke r: “ 2. The C o nstitu tion  of 
the U n ited  States gives them  
these r ig h ts  in theory , bu t they 
have been denied them  by p o li­
t ic a l devices w ith in  the South­
e rn 'S ta te s . These devices can­
no t continue to1 stand and are 
certa in  to  he destroyed by  the 
courts  o f th is  cou n try .”

B u t then the  D a ily  W orke r 
com ple te ly e lim inated the  f o l ­
lo w in g  tw o  paragraphs, ex­
p la in in g  the m otives o f the 21 
and the methods suggested by 
them . These im p o rta n t pa ra ­
graphs read as fo llow s:

“ 3. We believe th a t an un­
derstand ing and sym pathetic  
approach to th is  problem by the 
w h ite  people o f South C arolina 
w il l  resu lt in m aking ou r N egro  
c itizens fr ie n d ly  and coopera­

tive  and th a t they w i l l  jo in  
good w h ite  people in  seeking 
good governm ent. There is in 
th is  an op p o rtu n ity  fo r  the 
w h ites and blacks to  develop a 
m utua l respect and good fe e l­
ing . I f  the problem is  to  be 
attacked by the N egro w ith  the 
aid from  outside sources, we be­
lieve th a t both the w h ites and 
Negroes w il l  lose in  the process.

“ 4. W e do no t believe i t  is 
e ithe r necessary o r advisable 
th a t the Dem ocratic P a rty  be 
th row n  open to Negroes in d is ­
c rim in a te ly . N o r do we believe 
th a t an y th in g  but good would 
come fro m  estab lish ing m inor 
educational and c h a r a c t e r  
q u a lifica tio n s  fo r  membership 
o f wh ites in  the p a rty . W e be­
lieve th a t ca re fu lly  considered 
q u a lifica tio ns  o f th is  k ind, ap­
plied to wh ites and blacks, 
m ig h t re su lt in  a de fin ite  im ­
provem ent in our po litica l in ­
s titu tio n s .”

N o wonder the S ta lin is ts  le f t  
these tw o  paragraphs ou t! F o r 
they reveal th a t these 21 men 
are not friends  hu t shrewd ene­
mies o f the Negro masses.

W H A T  T H E  21 D EM O CR ATS 
R E A L L Y  W A N T

W h a t does th is  reso lution 
show? I t  shows th a t these 21 
men believe th a t sooner o r la te r 
the Negro w i l l  w in  h is r ig h ts , 
and they fee l th a t in  the long 
ru n  i t  w ou ld  bene fit the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  to begin now to 
appear as a “ fr ie n d ”  o f the N e­
gro . They are a fra id  th a t  i f  
the problem  is solved by the 
m il ita n t  action o f the Negro 
w ith  a id  fro m  “ outside sources,”  
m eaning the  labo r movement, 
th a t the southern Democrats 
w i l l  lose a ll th e ir  power. W ha t 
they are w o rried  about is sav­
ing  the Dem ocratic P a rty  be­
fo re  i t  is too late.

The reso lu tion also shows 
th a t these 21 men are not p ro­
posing th a t a ll Negroes be given 
the r ig h t to  vote. On the con­
tra ry , they propose by “ educa­
tion a l and character q u a lif ic a ­
tions”  to  keep both Negroes and 
w h ites from  vo tin g . T h is  edu­
cationa l requ irem ent is an old 
gag in  the sou th ; a c le rk  can 
always fin d  a question th a t even 
a college graduate couldn’t an­
swer to  the c le rk ’s “ sa tis fac­
tion ,”  and the same c le rk  can 
always accept as correct the an­
swers o f illite ra te s . W ith  the 
aid o f “ character qu a lifica tio n s ”  
the p o litica l b ig  shots could a l­
ways ba r any N egro  (o r w h ite ) 
who m ig h t th in k  about o rg an iz ­
in g  a union o r a m il ita n t p o li­
t ic a l group.

A nd these are the people who 
the D a ily  W o rke r cla im s are 
pushing a “ f ig h t  fo r  fu l l  p o li­
tica l e q u a lity !”

W H Y  T H E  S T A L IN IS T S  
W R IT E  SUC H L IE S

Some o f our readers m ay he 
confused by a ll th is , m ay w on­
der w h y  the Com m unist P a rty  
goes ou t o f its  w ay to w h ite ­
wash people like  these.

To understand th is , you m ust 
know  how the S ta lin is t move­
m ent functions. E ve ry  couple of 
years the S ta lin is t a tt itu d e  to ­
w ard  the N egro s trugg le  (and 
a lm ost every o the r question) 
undergoes a sharp change. 
These changes in line  do no t 
depend on changes in  the ob­
jec tive  s itua tion , b u t on w ha t 
the S ta lin  bureaucracy in the 
Soviet Un ion th in ks  is best to 
p ro tec t its  own in te rests. A  
yea r ago fo r  example the S ta­
lin is ts  ta lked  ve ry  rad ica l about 
both the w a r and J im  Crow. 
Then H it le r  invaded the Soviet 
U n ion , and the Com m unist P a r­
ty  in th is  coun try  became a sup­
p o rte r o f the w a r and tr ie d  to 
hush down the Negro s trugg le .

Today they believe the s tru g ­
gle aga inst J im  Crow is second­
ary  —  th a t w ha t comes f ir s t  is  
the w a r aga inst H itle r ,  and 
th a t eve ry th in g  else m ust be 
subordinated to  the w ar. Today 
they ca ll fo r  “ na tiona l u n ity ,”  
th a t is, u n ity  o f the w o rke r w ith  
the boss who exp lo its  h im , u n i­
ty  o f the N egro  w ith  the J im  
Crow ru lin g  class th a t oppresses 
h im ; and they denounce as “ Nazi 
agents”  those who expose the 
character o f th is  "n a tio na l u n i­
ty . ”

N a tu ra lly , the S ta lin is ts  do 
n o t dare to come ou t openly a ll 
the w ay and te ll the N egro to  
stop f ig h t in g  fo r  h is r ig h ts , fo r  
th is  would resu lt in the destruc­
tion  o f w hatever l i t t le  in fluence 
the S ta lin is ts  s t i l l  w ie ld  among 
Negroes. They the re fo re  con­
tinue  to  ca ll fo r  “ equal r ig h ts ”  
— alw ays adding apo loge tica lly  
th a t equal r ig h ts  are a neces­
s ity  fo r  w in n in g  the w a r —  bu t 
a t the same tim e they do every­
th in g  they can to  discourage an

Pioneer to Reproduce 
Head Sculptured by 
Famous U. S. Artist

Portrait Head Recently Finished

Pioneer Publishers announces 
that i t  lias secured a portrait 
head of Leon Trotsky, sculpt­
ured by the well-known Amer­
ican sculptor, Duncan Fergu­
son. By arrangement with the 
sculptor, Pioneer Publishers 
may reproduce plaster casts of 
the head fo r  sale.

The p o r tra it  head stands 18 
inches in he igh t —  s lig h t ly  over 
life -s ize . The m a te ria l is  hard 
p iaste r, colored to  resemble 
bronze; th is  is a perm anent m a­
te r ia l and w i l l  la s t inde fin ite ly  
indoors i f  g iven reasonable care. 
I t  weighs about 40 pounds when 
boxed fo r  shipm ent. The price 
is $25, boxed fo r  sh ipm ent fro m  
New Y o rk  ( f re ig h t  charge to be 
paid by purchaser.)

Duncan Ferguson is one o f the 
fo rem ost Am erican sculptors. 
H is w o rk  is represented in the 
perm anent collections o f sculp­
tu re  a t the Museum o f M odem  
A r t ,  the W h itne y  Museum o f 
Am erican A r t ,  etc. The m a jo r 
ga lle ries have exh ib ited  his w o rk  
d u rin g  the past f if te e n  years. 
M r. Ferguson was u n t il recently  
P rofessor o f Sculpture a t the 
Louis iana State U n ive rs ity .

P ioneer P ub lishers ’ a rrange­
ments make i t  possible to  p ro ­
vide th is  splendid head a t a nom ­
ina l price to a ll in te rested groups 
and ind iv idua ls . P ioneer’s ad­
dress is 11G U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  C ity .

Red Caps Vote to 
Affiliate to CIO

The third convention of the 
R ed C a p s  union, United 
Transport Service Employees of 
America, independent, voted 
unanimously last week in Cin­
cinnati to become an interna­
tional affiliate of the CIO.

I t  is regarded as ce rta in  th a t 
the CIO w i l l  accept th e ir  app lica ­
tion  fo r  a ff ilia t io n .

The convention also voted to 
u n d e r t a k  e an o rgan iza tiona l 
cam paign among d in in g  car 
w a ite rs , t ra in  po rte rs , firem e n  
and maintenance r a i l  w orkers 
who- have been unorganized o r 
d iscrim inated aga inst by other 
un ions because they are Negroes.

Welles Lays Groundwork 
For Another Versailles

They Look the 
Nazis Frankly 
In the Eye. . .

I)e National Socialist, a Nazi 
controlled paper published in 
Flemish in Ghent, Belgium, 
published on A pril 11 extracts 
from a letter received last win­
ter from a Belgian fascist vol­
unteer in the German Army in 
Russia:

“ Am ong the Russian partisans 
are young fe llow s  o f 16 and 17 
years o f age, and even women. 
When they are caught they are 
shot im m edia te ly , bu t they look 
you fra n k ly  in  the  eyes o r laugh 
a t you. W a r is te r r ib ly  b ru ta l 
and w ith o u t be ing here one can­
not im ag ine i t . ”

actua l s trugg le  aga inst J im  
Crow.-

One o f th e ir  means fo r  achiev­
in g  th is  is to  keep rem ind ing  
the N egro people th a t "cond i­
tions are im p ro v in g ”  and th a t 
“ progress is being made.”  They 
con tinu a lly  s ing the praises o f 
Roosevelt and o f every fa k e r 
like  K nox who o ffe rs  "conces­
sions”  wh ich are intehded to  
qu ie t the d issa tis fac tion  o f the 
N egro w ith o u t g ra n tin g  h is  de­
mands fo r  equa lity .

T ha t is w hy they w hitewash 
ed the  21 Dem ocrats —  because 
th e y  w a n t the Negro people to 
believe th a t th in gs  are chang­
in g  fo r  the be tte r and th a t g ra d ­
ua lly , th rou gh  the benevolence 
o f such people, eq ua lity  w i l l  be 
achieved.

B u t the treacherous decep­
tions practiced by the S ta lin is ts  
do no t change the  fac ts  —  the 
N egro people w i l l  n o t achieve 
th e ir  fu l l  r ig h ts  w ith o u t a m il i­
ta n t s trugg le  aga inst the cap i­
ta lis t  system th a t breeds Jim  
Crow ism , fascism , w a r and un ­
em ploym ent. And in  th is  s tru g ­
gle th e ir  a llies w i l l  be the  w o rk ­
ing class which is  also e x p lo it­
ed by the  ru l in g  class, no t the 
fake libe ra ls  who have no th ing  
bu t contem pt fo r  the N egro  
masses and hatred fo r  the revo­
lu tio n a ry  methods o f  s tragg le .

the aid of England which w il l  be 
reduced considerably in  ra n k  as 
a w orld  power a fte r the war.

Accord ing to Welles, the defeat­
ed na tions are to be disarmed and 
placed completely at the mercy o f 
the victors. The U nited Nations 
w ill send m il ita ry  “ police”  forces 
in to  a ll the countries o f Europe 
(except Russia) u n t il govern­
ments suitable to the v ic to rious 
A llies  have been firm ly  set up. 
The arm ies abroad w il l  he m ain­
tained “ u n t il a perm anent system 
of general security  is established.”

This clause is in terpre ted as 
m eaning tha t no European gov­
ernm ent w i l l  be recognized and 
perm itted  to exist th a t “ may 
threaten aggression outside of 
th e ir  fro n tie rs .”  One m ig h t sup­
pose th a t th is  applies to fascist 
elements tha t might, a ttem pt to 
continue in  power in  Germany, 
I ta ly , Rumania, Bugaria, etc. Th is 
in te rp re ta tion  is  e n tire ly  too nar­
row. True, most of those who 
have led these countries in  the 
present w ar w i l l  be ousted. B u t 
m uch more than th is  js intended. 
There is  qu ite  a difference be­
tween th is  view  and that of W il­
son in the last war. W ilson told 
the Gormans then th a t he would 
not tre a t w ith  the K a ise r’s gov­
ernm ent. He did no t say, how­
ever. tha t lie would Intervene d i­
rec tly  in  Germany to set up a 
governm ent th a t would su it him . 
The German people did th is  them ­
selves when they set up the W ei­
m ar Republic.

W H A T  W E L L E S  FE A R S
The reason fo r the new fo rm u­

la tion  and the new state of a f­
fa irs  is not fa r  to seek. The firs t 
im p e ria lis t war ended in  the firs t 
stage of the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  
in Russia. Welles and the other 
representatives of the govern­
ments of the U n ited Nations (and 
th is  does not. exclude S ta lin ) 
mean to sec to i t  th a t there shall 
be no second stage of the change 
from  capita lism  to socialism w ith  
the ending of the second W orld 
W ar. A ny such a ttem pt in  Ger­
many or France or anywhere else 
w ill be fierce ly resisted hv the 
armed forces o f the v ic to rious na­
tions. W elles gives assurance 
th a t the U n ited States w il l  a r­
range the w orld  in con fo rm ity  
w ith  the in terests of the  present, 
social system in  th is  country. The 
A tla n tic  Charter w i l l  not repeat

By A. R O LA N D

The Memorial Day speech of Sumner Welles should be 
carefully read by every worker. It expresses tire aims of the 
United States in the war in terms of the domination of the post­
war world by the United Nations. One need only remember 
that the United States is the giant-like senior partner of these, 
nations to understand that this means domination of the whole
world by the U n ited States, w ith ® -------------------------------------------------------

the Declaration of Independence 
in recogn iz ing the r ig h t  o f a peo­
ple to revo lt in  order to set up 
the governm ent they th in k  best.

U n ited States iso la tion ism  has 
been ended forever. The U nited 
States w il l  become the leading 
exponent of the new League bf 
Nations, the new w o rld  organiza­
tion  of the v ic to rious powers bent 
on m a in ta in in g  and consolidating 
th e ir  w o rld  dom ination. I f  th is  
d iffe rs  from  the Versailles system 
th a t la id  the foundations fo r the 
second W orld  W ar, then i t  is only 
in  the sense of being even more 
severe. Welles d is tin c tly  eschews 
any re tu rn  to “ norm alcy”  such 
as occurred a fte r the  last war. 
T h is  coun try  is embarked on a 
new course and i t  m ust continue 
on i t  a fte r the war.

The “ unenlightened selfishness”  
o f those who caused the coun try  
to tu rn  its  back on the op p o rtu n ity  
to share in  m a in ta in in g  “ w o r ld ! 
peace”  is blamed today fo r the I 
course of events a fte r the last | 
war. T h is  tim e  th a t w i l l  not re- I 
tu rn . The v ic to r ’s peace w il l  be I 
guaranteed w ith  the armed forces j 
of the United States.

“ I f  th is  w ar is in  fact a war 
for the libe ra tion  of peoples, i t  
must, assure the sovereign equal­
ity  of peoples th roughout the 
world, as w e ll as in  the w o rld  of 
the Americas. Our v ic to ry  must 
b ring  in  its  tra in  the libe ra tion  
of a ll peoples. D isc rim in a tion  be­
tween peoples because of th e ir  
race, creed or color m ust be abo­
lished. The age of im peria lism  
is ended.”

T h is  sounds most g ra tify in g  in ­
deed. I f  the Negroes of th is  coun­
try  rem ain unimpressed, i t  w i l l  
be due m erely to  the every day 
rea lity  of th e ir  existence. Perhaps 
Welles meant h is words as a re ­
buke to one o f the E ng lish  gen­
erals, General Alexander. That 
m il ita ry  leader —  they are usu­
a lly  more b lu n t and less suave 
made i t  clear in  a ta lk  to corres­
pondents in  In d ia  tha t of course 
he would re tu rn  to B urm a and 
retake I t  w ith  new forces. Was 
I t  no t pa rt of the B r it is h  Em pire? 
The fac t th a t the Burmese m ight 
not desire to be pa rt of tha t era 
p ire  troubled the  General not the 
slightest.

W E L L E S ’ M E A N IN G  —
A N D  OURS

L ik e  W elles we too are fo r  the

abo lition  in  the post-war w orld  
of the "selfishness o f sm all 
groups.”  We too are fo r na tional 
and in d iv id u a l lib e rty . B ut the 
m eaning we give these terms and 
the m eaning given them by W e ll­
es are ns fa r  apart as the two 
poles. By in d iv id u a l libe rty , the 
Under-Secretary means the r ig h t 
of the capitalist, to continue to ex­
p lo it the w orker, the r ig h t  to p r i­
vate prope rty  in  the means of 
production. He means the r ig h t 
o f the in d iv id u a l (and the mono­
poly corpora tion) to invest his 
money abroad and to earn d iv i­
dends.

B u t those are the very r igh ts  
that ha'Ve brought on the present 
war. They are the foundations of 
im peria lism . The great mass of 
" in d iv id u a ls ”  cannot have lib e rty  
so long as the few have the r ig h t 
to own the nation 's and the 
w o rld ’s wealth. The nations can­
not. have lib e rty  so long as the 
most advanced ones can exploit 
the backward ones through th e ir  
pow erfu l means of production and 
th e ir  p riva te ly -con tro lled  wealth. 
When W elles grand iloquen tly  de­
clares tha t the age of im p e ria lism  
has ended, a ll tha t he means is; 
th a t the old im peria lism  is ended. 
A new im peria lism  has come on 
the w orld  scene, that, of the 
United States. The bases of the 
new w orld  la id  down by V e lio s  
cannot possibly b ring  any per­
manent peace, any more than did 
the Versailles T reaty. They can 
on ly prepare the ground fo r a 
th ird  and more devastating world 
w ar tha t w i l l  engu lf a ll c iv iliz a ­
tion.
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Hitler Explodes Basic 
Theory Of Stalinism

—  By M . M O R R ISO N  —

Because of the great number 
of controversia l subjects tha t 
necessarily arise between us and 
the S ta lin is ts  there is some dan­
ger th a t we fa il to stress su ffi­
c ien tly  the one subject upon 
which tlie  S ta lin is ts  m ust he as 
s ilen t as the tomb, fo r tlie  s im ­
ple reason th a t tiie y  are unable 
to present any va lid  argum ent 
in  its  favor. A nd th is  subject 
happens to he tlie  basic theory 
of S ta lin ism , the theory of so­
cia lism  in  one country.

For the basic S ta lin is t theory 
has been so com pletely shattered 
by events tha t not even S ta lin ­
ist 'falsehoods and subterfuges 
can succeed in  re v iv in g  it .

I t  is s ign ifican t tha t the S ta l­
in is ts  rare ly , i f  ever, m ention 
th e ir  basic theory, at the pres­
ent tim e. And fo r the very good 
reason tha t there is no th ing  fo r 
them to say about it .  And it 
is fo r th a t reason th a t we m ust 
press the po int.

C R E A T IN G  C O N FU S IO N
The S ta lin is t theoretic ians 

and leaders are concentra ting 
th e ir  a tten tion  on the resistance 
of the Red A rm y  because i t  is 
on th a t question tha t they can 
best create confusion. In  the 
fierce resistance offered by the 
Red A rm y  to the invasion of the 
German im p e ria lis t forces the 
S ta lin is ts , as w e ll as other hypo­
crites  and fools, see, or presume 
to see. ju s tifica tio n  of the po l­
icies of S ta lin , especially h is ex­
ecution of the Red A rm y lead­
ers.

T ha t resistance came a fte r the 
executions and th is  proves that 
the resistance is the resu lt of 
the executions and th is  in  tu rn  
proves tha t the executed b u ild ­
ers and leaders of the Red A rm y 
were “ f if th  colum nists.”  Th is 
reasoning is exactly lik e  the 
reasoning of the savages who a t­
tr ib u te  the com ing of ra in  to’ 
the m edicine man because the 
ra in  came the day or the week 
o r the m onth after  the ho ly 
m an’s magic.

W H Y  SUCH D E F E A T IS M ?
Behind the absurd proposition 

that the resistance of the Red 
A rm y is due to the execution of 
the lead ing generals is the as­
sumption, th a t the best the Red 
A rm y  could possibly do is to o f­
fe r fierce resistance, lose battles 
and enormous te rr ito ry . W hy 
such te rr ib le  defeatism? W hy 
not assume tha t under the. lead­
ership of the experienced and 
b r ill ia n t generalship of T ukac li- 
evskv and the others who were 
executed, the Red A rm y  could 
and would have defeated H it le r ’s 
arm ies? Or at. least would have 
stopped the German arm ies long 
before they took the U kra ine 
and destroyed the rich es t a g ri­
cu ltu ra l and in d u s tr ia l section 
of the Soviet Union?

I f  the  leading figures of an 
engineering firm  are m urdered 
and the f irm  continues to exist 
w ith  th ird  and fo u rth  ra te rs  at 
the head, s teadily  los ing  ground 
to  competitors, does i t  mean that 
the continued existence o f the 
firm  is a resu lt o f the m urder 
of the lead ing engineers? Ts i t  
not ra th e r the loss o f ground 
th a t is to be a ttr ibu ted  to the 
m urders? I t  is. o f course, im ­
possible to prove w h a t the firm  
would have done had the lead­
in g  engineers no t been m urde r­
ed. bu t the fac t rem ains tha t 
w ith o u t them the firm  is re tre a t­
ing  and not. advancing.

I t  m ust be recognized th a t the 
defeats o r the resistance of the 
Red A rm y  cannot he u tilized  as 
an argum ent to prove e ithe r tha t 
the executed generals were or 
were not “ f ifth  co lum nists." 
T h a t fact can he proved on ly  by 
th e ir  personal h is to ries and the 
circumstances surround ing  th e ir  
m urders. Since the tr ia ls  and 
executions were shrouded in se­
crecy and nobody knows w hat 
evidence, i f  any, was produced, 
we m ust base our judgm ent on 
the character of the men execut­
ed and the circumstances under 
w h ich  they were executed. 
These, together w ith  the fact 
tha t the onen tr ia ls  held of lead­
in g  Bolsheviks, were proved 
frame-ups. can lead to one con­
clusion —  th a t the bu ilders and 
leaders of the Red A rm y  were 
executed because S ta lin  was 
a fra id  o f th e ir  actual or possible 
opposition.

W h ile  i t  is impossible to say 
w ith  absolute ce rta in ty  tha t, had 
the executed Red A rm y  leaders 
lived. H it le r  would never have 
gained the successes he lia.? 
achieved w ith in  the Soviet U n­
ion. the p ro b a b ility  is very great 
th a t such w ou ld  be the case. At 
any ra te to ascribe th e  res is t­
ance o f the Red A rm y  to the ex­
ecution o f the leading generals 
is possible on ly  on the pa rt of 
scoundrels o r n lt-w its .

I t  m ust be recognized, how­
ever, that, on such a question ns 
the reasons fo r  the resistance 
o f the Red A rm y  the S ta lin is t 
leaders, w ith  the help o f other

hypocrites, are in  a pos ition  to 
create great confusion. W h ile  
we m ust be a le rt to n a il every 
lie  and answer every false a rgu­
ment, it. is useless to deny th a t 
the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  have great 
success on th is  question, espe­
c ia lly  i f  H it le r  is defeated. Most 
people w i l l  not go to the troub le 
of investiga ting  and analyzing 
a ll the facts and circumstances 
of the executions. The ig no r­
ance o f the masses is w ha t the 
S ta lin is t leaders and the cap ita l­
ists depend upon.

A t tlie  present, i t  is not so 
easy fo r the S ta lin is t theore tic­
ians to confuse people on th e ir  
basic position tha t socialism  can 
he, and in  fact has already been, 
b u ilt  in  the Soviet Union. I t  is 
th is  theory  tha t has been com­
p le te ly  ann ih ila ted  by H it le r ’s 
a ttack on the Soviet U n ion and 
th e 'te rr ib le  destruction  th a t has 
resulted from  th a t attack.

R E A C T IO N  TO O UR 
B A S IC  A R G U M E N TS

Up to now our argum ents a- 
ga inst the S ta lin is t theory  o f 
b u ild in g  socialism  in  one coun­
t r y  were theoretica l in  na ture 
and i t  m ust be adm itted th a t 
they did  not succeed in  convinc­
in g  m any people. The S ta lin is ts  
could and did po in t to, the huge 
area and r ic h  resources of the 
Soviet Union, and, they claimed, 
that: con tra ry  to our theory, so­
c ia lism  was being b u ilt  in  the 
Soviet Union. The less in te l l i­
gent S ta lin is ts  m ainta ined, on 
the basis of S ta lin ’s speeches, 
tha t socialism  already existed: 
the more in te llig e n t were satis­
fied w ith  the contention tha t so­
c ia lism  w i l l  come w ith  the com­
plete in d u s tria liza tio n  of the So­
v ie t Union.

We could and did po in t to the 
many c ry in g  con trad ic tions ex­
is tin g  in  the Soviet Union —  to 
the poverty, the  lack  of democ­
racy, etc. The more in te llig e n t 
S ta lin is ts  would answer: These 
w il l  disappear w ith  tim e.

B u t w ha t answer can be given 
now. when before our very eyes 
the ho rrib le  p ic tu re  is presented 
of the destruction, w ith in  those 
areas invaded by H itle r ,  of ev­
e ry th ing  tha t was b u ilt  in  the 
las t fifteen years? Socialism  is  
based on factories, on power, on 
m ines and ra ilroads, and these 
have been ruined.

The fact. that, the Soviet U n­
ion lias to appeal fo r m ate ria l 
aid to cap ita lis ts  o f the U n ited 
States and of E ngland shows 
th a t socialism  is fa r  from  having 
been achieved in  the Soviet U n ­
ion. For the productive capacity 
of a huge coun try  lik e  the So­
v ie t Union, under socialism , 
would be in fin ite ly  greater than 
the productive capacity o f any 
capitalist, country. No socia lis t 
coun try  would ever require  food, 
tanks and planes from  a cap ita l­
is t country.

U N D E N IA B L E  FA C TS
We need not, however, resort 

to theoretica l arguments. The 
undeniable fact stares us in  the 
face, th a t H it le r  has e ithe r des­
troyed the socialism  th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  said existed in  the So­
v ie t U n ion or he has at least 
prevented its  being completed. 
What, o ther proof is necessary 
to convince in te llig e n t and hon­
est people o f the correctness of 
tlie  T ro ts k y is t argum ents a- 
ga inst the p o ss ib ility  o f rea liz ­
in g  socialism  in  one coun try  
alone? Need we present any 
fu rth e r argum ents th a t social­
ism is im possible unless the 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  Is extend­
ed to the advanced countries of 
the w orld?

I  can hear some S ta lin is t say 
th a t when H it le r  is beaten so­
c ia lism  w i l l  once more he erect­
ed in the Soviet U nion. B u t 
even i f  he is defeated, as we 
hope lie w i l l  he, w i l l  that, not 
mean to bu ild  socialism  once 
more w ith  the p o ss ib ility  of hav­
in g  i t  destroyed by another H i t ­
ler?

To re ta in  the theory o f social­
ism in  one coun try  means to 
ask the w o rk in g  masses of the 
Soviet Union to sacrifice and 
bu ild  socialism  on ly to see i t  
destroyed by some H itle r . W hat 
a w onderfu l S ta lin is t perspec­
tive !

I t  would be naive fo r  us to 
expect a ll in te llig e n t and honest 
S ta lin is ts  to he won over to 
T ro tsky ism  on the basis o f any 
argum ent, no m atte r how sound 
or irre fu tab le . B u t i t  is neces­
sary, w ith o u t ig n o rin g  any other 
arguments, to emphasize our 
m ain theory w h ich  has been so 
tra g ica lly  confirmed by events.

Join the Socialist

Workers Party

P o r t r a i t  Head O f Leon 
Tro tsky  Now Ava ilab le



THE MILITANT
Published in  the in te rests o f the 

W ork in g  People.

VO L. V I— No. 23 Saturday. June 6. 1942

Published Weekly by
THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASS'N 
eft 116 University Place. New Yerk, N. Y. 

T e leeho ne : A lro n u  u ln  4-8547

E d i to r :
GEORGE B R E IT M A N

T H E  M IL IT A N T  fo llow s the po licy o f p e rm it­
ting- its  con tribu to rs  to  present th e ir  own views 
in signed a rtic les. These views the re fo re  do not 
necessarily represent the policies of T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  which are expressed in  its  ed ito ria ls .

S u b sc rip tio n s : *2 .00  per y e a r ;  *1 .00  Tor s ix  m onths, 
r o ra ig n ;  *« .00  per y ea r. *1 .60  fo r  s ix  m onths. B und le  
asvlers; « oents per copy In the  U n ite d  S ta te s ; 4 crofts 

per eopy In a ll fo re ig n  countries. S ingle  cop ies ; 6 cent*.

"R e e n te re d  as second c lass m a tte r  F e b ru a ry  13. 1*41 
a t  thi» iHwt o f f lc «  a t N e w  Y o rk .  N . Y -. u n d e r th e  A c t  o l 
M arch 3. 1878.”

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w ar p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rke rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind ependen t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T rade  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

Biddle And 
The Stalinists

'Hie day that Biddle ordered the deportation 
of Bridges, the Stalinist Daily Worker approving­
ly  published a story that the executive board of 
Local 475, UE-CIO, had asked Biddle to “ inves­
tigate the fifth-column activities of the Trotsky­
ists in vital Brooklyn war plants’’ and to “ take 
immediate steps to halt the sale and distribution 
of TH E  M IL IT A N T  and ’Labor Action’.”

It is typical of Stalinist methods in the trade 
unions that this foully reactionary proposal to 
Biddle was made by the Stalinist-controlled exe­
cutive board of the union, without giving the 
6,000 members of the union a chance to pass on 
the question. Perhaps the Stalinists feared that 
the union membership would stand by the prin­
ciple of working class solidarity.

TH E  M IL I TANT is a working class paper. It 
defends the democratic rights of 1 he Daily Worker, 
Browder, Bridges and the Stalinists because they 
are part of the labor movement, and the labor 
movement as a whole must stand together against 
persecution by the capitalist class and its political 
agents. No matter how fundamental our disagree­
ment with the Stalinists, or with any other sec­
tion of the labor movement, we defend them 
against the class enemy. That is the principle of 
class solidarity.

This principle is systematically violated by the 
Stalinists. Wherever they can in the unions, they 
are sabotaging support to the 18 Local 5 4 4 -0 0  
and Socialist Workers Party members convicted in 
the Minneapolis “ sedition”  tria l — a conviction 
secured by Biddle under the same Smith Gag Act 
of 1940 under which Biddle has now ordered 
Bridges deported. Every union voice raised against 
the Smith Act prosecution in Minneapolis would, 
have made it that much harder for Biddle to go 
through with the Smith Act deportation of Bridges. 
Instead, the Stalinists preferred to back Biddle 
against the Trotskyists in Minneapolis, even at 
the cost of further blows against labor. Now they 
ask Biddle to halt the sale of T H E  M IL IT A N  T 
.— a precedent which would endanger every work­
ing class paper in the country. (To this day the 
Daily Worker of England remains under the ban 
o f the Churchill government.)

'The coincidence that this latest Stalinist appeal 
for government action against the Trotskyists was 
made public the same day that Biddle struck at 
Bridges should bring home to workers under Sta­
linist influence the starkly reactionary character 
of the Stalinist police'. The Communist Party be­
trays the interests of the working class as a whole 
in its unprincipled attempts to advance Stalinist 
interests.

Appealing to Biddle for aid against the labor 
opponents of the Communist Party, the Stalin­
ists are unable to explain why Biddle pursues anti­
labor policies. The Worker of May 31 brillian tly  
bits on the idea that in ordering Bridges’ deporta­
tion Biddle succumbed to the pressure of the T ro t­
skyists! 'I bis "explanation” is supposed to do two 
things: conceal the fact that the Trotskyists arc 
defending Bridges against Biddle, and also cover 
up the fact that Biddle is simply carrying out 
Roosevelt’s orders. I f  we took the Stalinist explan­

ation at face value, it means that the Stalinists 
are appealing to Biddle to persecute the Trotsky­
ists at the same moment that Biddle is doing the 
bidding of the Trotskyists. Such is the mad world 
of Stalinist "explanations.”

The Attack 
On Heydrich

Of considerable significance is the successful at­
tack on Heydrich, No. 2 man of the Gestapo. If 
it was carried out by Czechs, it indicates not only 
the widespread hostility of the Czech people — 
that was already clear, as is the universal'hostility 
of the masses in the occupied countries against the 
Nazis — but also the weakening o f the Nazi ap­
paratus of repression. Heydrich was, next to H il­
ler and Himmler, perhaps the most carefully guard­
ed Nazi official. To waylay him must have re­
quired an elaborate plan involving considerable 
resources in manpower and equipment. Tor Czechs 
to have such resources indicates great holes in the 
Nazi armor.

The only other possibility is that oppositional 
elements within the German machine —  most 
likely the army officers corps —  put Heydrich 
out of the way.

In either case, Heydrich's assassination is a sig­
nificant index of the weakening of Nazi rule in 
occupied Europe.

Mexico A t War
Mexico’s rulers have taken it into the war. 

Mexico is a semi-colonial country and we are for 
its national independence from imperialist domin­
ation. The Fourth International has correctly in­
scribed in its program the support of all colonial 
and semi-colonial countries against imperialist ag­
gression. For that reason we support China against 
Japan, India against Britain. It should be clear, 
however, that this principle is not involved in 
Mexico's declaration of war against the Axis im­
perialists.

Mexico’s declaration represents a capitulation to 
the pressure of American imperialism. The main 
enemy of Mexico is the gang of big capitalists 
which has a death-grip on Mexico’s natural re­
sources and industrial economy, preventing the 
independent national development of the country 
— and that gang has its headquarters in the 
United States. It is in the service of that gang 
that the subservient bourgeoisie of Mexico has en­
tered the war. Mexico is fighting solely' as the 
agent of American imperialism against its rival 
imperialisms, in no way is this a fight for the 
independence of Mexico.

Arguments On 
Soldiers'  Pay

"The Army-Navy pay b ill to raise the pay to a 
minimum of $42 a month (the Senate proposal) 
or $50 a month (the House proposal) is still be­
ing kicked around by the House-Senate confer­
ence committee. Months have passed since the 
b ill was first introduced — not to speak of the 
preceding months of widespread demand for the 
pay raise. The government spokesmen, holding 
out for the lower figure, appear to be just as well 
pleased to drag the matter out interminably.

What possible argument can they advance to 
justify  not adopting the $50 a month figure? Cer­
tainly they can’t pretend the soldiers and their 
families don’t need the money! Well, as Samuel 
Johnson said, patriotism is the last refuge of the 
scoundrel; so too with the opponents of the high­
er pay rate. Listen to Congressman May, spout­
ing away in the I louse on May 27:

"The soldiers are not asking for bonuses or 
bounties at the hands of Congress, because they 
are fighting for the defense of their country from 
wholly patriotic motives and they must not be put 
in the position of demanding a price for their 
loyalty to the country. I am sure that i f  they 
were permitted to express their feelings on the 
question, 95 per cent of them would resent this 
proposal (for the higher pay figure).”

We'd like to see-Congressman M ay’s b lu ff call­
ed. Yes, just put it up to the men what pay 
they should get for marching into the valley of 
death! I f  America’s Sixty Families can pile up 
astronomical war profits and still be called pa­
triots, then, we are certain, the worker-soldiers and 
sailors won’t “ resent”  not only the §50 a month 
figure, but also the equivalent of union wages for 
all men in the armed forces.

Incidentally, a fact unrefiorted in the press, but 
mentioned in the May 27 discussion in Congress, 
is that the conferees have quietly written into 
the b ill “ an increase in allowances for officers for 
subsistence and quarters amounting to as much as 
§50 per month.” (Congressional Record, May 27, 
p. 4771.)

Endless haggling over a total of §50 per month 
for a private, but complete agreement on giving 
officers §50 per month extra —  that is the pic­
ture of the government's attitude toward the rank 
and file of the armed forces.
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Effects Of The Speedup 
On The Workers’ Health
Union Contracts Should Have Provisions 
To Protect Workers Under War Conditions

By G RACE CAR LSO N

In a recent address before the American Industrial Hygiene 
Association, Dr. Harold I labein warned businessmen against 
high-speed work and expressed concern over the effect which 
the strain created by the war would have on the health of busi­
ness executives.

"The average executive,” Di 
bad w o rk ing , recreationa l, ea tin g , i 
sm oking and d rin k in g  habits. He 
is frequ en tly  nervously and phys­
ica lly  fa tigued  and em otionally  
tense. H is w o rk in g  hours are 
no t governed by union ru les bu t 
by an inw ard  d rive  which we call 
am b ition  and intense com peti­
tion . . . Now, because o f the na­
tio n a l emergency, speed m ust be 
increased even more. T h a t th is  
is go ing to  have a deleterious e f­
fec t on health  in h igh places can 
ha rd ly  be doubted.”

Now, i t  is undoubtedly true  
th a t businessmen die, as do the 
members o f o ther sections o f the 
popu lation. I t  is probably true  
th a t the s tra in  o f m aking p ro f­
its  and o f keeping these p ro fits  
aw ay fro m  the w orkers  whom 
they exp lo it m ay d rive  some o f 
them  in to  e a rly  graves —  the 
v ic tim s  o f h igh  blo-od pressure, 
hardening o f the arteries, coron­
a ry  throm bosis and o ther d is­
eases o f the heart and c irc u la ­
to ry  system.

N o t so w orried  about the 
health problems o f the w ealthy, 
however. D r. W a lte r A lva rez, a 
colleague o f D r. Habein’s a t the 
M ayo C lin ic  in  Rochester, M inne­
sota, believes th a t the possession 
o f w ealth is the best way to  g u a r­
antee good health and a long life . 
In  fac t, he to ld  the In te rn a tio n ­
al M edical Assem bly a few 
m onths ago th a t i f  the average 
man w ith  stomach ulcers were 
le ft  an income o f $250 per m onth 
fo r  the rest o f his life , he would 
soon be cured and would never 
have ulcers again.

W o rry  and fe a r are the lead­
in g  causes o f stomach and in tes­
tin a l disorders, D r. A lva rez  said. 
Between 60 and 75 per cent o f a 
group o f cases examined showred 
no physica l causes o f the d iso r­
ders. P ra c tica lly  a ll o f these 
cases were b rough t on by fea r, 
fru s tra t io n , w o rry , anger, ne r­
vous and m enta l exhaustion, and

. Habein said, "is likely to have

these in tu rn , were due to the 
te r r if ic  speed-up o f modern in ­
du s try  and to  the te r r ify in g  
problems w ith  which the w a r 
con fronts the Am erican people, 
ho added.

T  B D E A T H  R A T E  R IS IN G
W a r conditions —  the speed­

up, as w e ll as the lengthened 
hours o f w o rk  —  have reversed 
the downward trend  o f the tu ­
berculosis death ra te . T h is  dread 
disease, w h ich  up u n t il 1912 was 
the leading cause o f death in  the 
U n ited  States, has now dropped 
to seventh place in  the lis t.  B u t 
fo r  the f irs t  tim e  since the end 
o f W orld  W a r I,  pub lic  hea lth  
o ffic ia ls  are no ting  a steady riso  
in the tuberculosis death ra te , as 
w e ll as in  the num ber o f new 
cases o f tuberculosis in the la rgo 
cities.

Godias D ro lc t, s ta tis tic ia n  fo r  
the New Y o rk  Tuberculosis A s ­
sociation, reported recently th a t 
the death ra te  from  tuberculosis 
had risen in  19 c ities  in  1940 —  
ch ie fly  in d u s tr ia l centers a ffe c t­
ed by the ra p id ly  expanding w ar 
production. T h e  tuberculosis 
death ra te  rose 5% in  P h ilade l­
ph ia ; 20% in  B a ltim o re ; 21% in 
C in c in n a ti; 13% in  N e w ark ; 27% 
in A k ro n ; 3099 in  Omaha.

In  New Y o rk  C ity . M r. D ro lc t 
reports , a 29? increase in new 
cases o f tuberculosis in 1941 over 
1940. B a ltim ore , Chicago, De­
t ro it  and Philadelph ia  also show­
ed increases in the num ber o f 
new cases in  1941 over 1940 —  
in v a ry in g  amounts up to  239?.

The a la rm in g  trend  continues 
w ith  the la te s t re p o rt fro m  New 
Y o rk  C ity  th a t in  the f i r s t  7 
weeks o f 1942 there had been a 
49? increase in  new cases over 
the corresponding period in 1941. 
W a rn in g  em ployers th a t these 
are danger s igna ls w h ich m ust be 
heeded, M r. D ro le t said, “ Increas­

ed ac tiv ities , longer hours o f 
w o rk  and associated w a r stresses 
should be pa ra lle lled  by a corre­
sponding increase o f a n ti-tu be r- 
cuiosis a c tiv itie s  i f  an unneces­
sary  to l l  o f lives is no t to  be 
pa id.”

U N IO N S  M U S T  T A K E  
A C T IO N

Sum m ing up the fin d in g s  o f 
these and m any o the r m edical in ­
vestiga tors , U n ited  States S ur­
geon General Thomas P arran  has 
issued a sharp w a rn in g  about the 
seriousness o f the w o r k e r  s’ 
health problems. The health  o f 
in du s tria l w orkers, under the best 
conditions, is never as good as 
th a t o f . the res t o f the popu la­
tion , he po in ts ou t in  an a rtic le  
in  the M ay issue o f the N a ­
tio n a l Tuberculosis Association 
B u l l e t i n .  Death ra tes are 
tw o and three tim es as h igh  as 
in no n -indu s tria l groups d u rin g  
the active w o rk in g  years o f life . 
Exposure to  h a rm fu l dusts, m e­
ta ls , gases, vapoTs and o ther in ­
ju r io u s  substances, excessive 
heat, hu m id ity , \sudden changes 
o f tem perature , defective l ig h t ­
ing, intense noise have serious 
e ffects on the health  o f the w o rk ­
er and shortens his l i fe  span.

The speed-up and the le n g th ­
ened hours demanded in  w ar p ro ­
duction create a fu r th e r  serious 
hazard to  in d u s tr ia l w o rkers ’ 
health . Trade un ion is ts  would do 
w e ll to  consider the recommenda­
tions which D r. P arran  makes 
and to  incorporate them  in to  con­
trac ts . S h ifts  should no t be ro ­
tated more o ften  than once every 
2 or 3 months, he warns. A t  least 
one day in  seven should be re ­
served fo r  res t and recreation ; 
organized rest periods d u rin g  the 
w ork day should be in troduced; 
paid vacations o f a t least one o r 
tw o  weeks a year should be given 
to w orke rs ; h igh sfandards o f 
lig h t in g  and ven tila tion  should be 
m aintained, he fu r th e r  recom ­
mends.

Despite the grave w arn ings o f 
m edical men as to the dangers to 
the health o f in d u s tr ia l w orkers 
wh ich are inhe ren t in  the speed­
up system o f the w a r industries, 
p ro fit-h u n g ry  m onopolists do no t 
guard  th e ir  w o rkers  e ffec tive ly . 
O n ly the m il ita n t  action o f the 
trade unions can p ro te c t the 
hea lth  o f in d u s tr ia l w o rkers  in  
th is  emergency.

Anti-Labor Propaganda 
Makes Progress in Army

*>-

Soldier's Letter Shows Even Unionists 
Are Being Turned Against Labor Movement

By D A V ID  W A R N E R
Last .week wc discussed the anti-labor campaign of the 

bosses in the armed forces, the conscious attempts of the capital­
ist class to utilize all their instruments to poison the minds of 
the soldiers and sailors against the labor movement and every­
th in g  that. it. represents. ----------------------------------------------------------

A le tte r p rin ted  in  the N . Y .
Times of May 2, by David I I .  
Campbell, a form er active trade 
un ion is t now in  ttic  arm y, fu r ­
nishes us w ith  s ign ifican t evi­
dence of the extent to wh ich th is  
drive  has already succeed in tu rn ­
ing many workers now in  the a r­
my against the unions.

Campbell’s le tte r repeats many 
of tIre anti-labor charges of the 
boss press and is in  the nature 
of a rebuke to the unions. Camp­
bell prefaces his a ttack by g iv iug  
bis credentia ls: “ Before entering 
m il ita ry  service I was active in 
the labor movement and held the 
fo llow ing  offices in  Local 260, 
CIO: Shop Steward, member Con­
tra c t Com m ittee, m ember Senior­
ity  Committee, member XVages 
and Hours Committee, member 
W a g e  A d justm en t Committee, 
member Grievance Committee, 
chairm an Election Committee, 
chairm an Membership Committee, 
ed ito r Local paper.”

C A M P B E L L ’S A R G U M E N TS
B ro ther Campbell re fers to the 

w ork of the trade "Unions today 
as "squabbling about pe tty  g riev ­
ances, less w o rk  and more pay, 
s low ing up production.”  He pre­
sents the arm y as a model fo r the 
trade unions where. “ Not much 
tim e is spent in foolishness . . . 
fo r i th rough ag ita tion  fo r sho rt­
er hours and h igher pay. You 
see. we don’t  th in k  of w o rk ing  
hours. W hat I thought was hard 
work w h ile  in  p riva te  employ 
would bo c h ild ’s p lay now. ‘G riev­
ances' do nor exist. I f  there are 
any, they are called courts m ar­
tia l. T lie  A rm y  is excellent proof 
o f the theory tha t when a man 
does w hat be is supposed to. there 
is no need fo r grievances. "

Such words are f it t in g  indeed 
when they come from  the pen of 
a W estbrook Pegier. an open 
and avowed enemy of the labor 
movement. "Rut the fac t tha t 
they come from  a fo rm er active 
trade un ion is t is convinc ing 
proof tha t i t  is an im m ediate

necessity fo r the labor move­
ment to e ffec tive ly  answer these 
charges and combat the cam­
paign of lies and slanders tha t 
have perm itted them to gain 
ground.

A lthough  Campbell presents his 
le tte r  as a plea to the trade 
unions and im p lies th a t he is fo r  
the preserva tion  and g ro w th  o f 
the unions, his p rogram  would 
on ly mean the com plete destruc­
tion  o f the trade union move­
ment. H is the o ry  th a t “ when a 
man docs w h a t he is supposed 
to, there is no need fo r  g r ie v ­
ances,”  is outspoken enough fo r  
the m ost reac tiona ry  em ployer.

H A V E  T H E Y  NO 
G R IE V A N C E S ?

Docs Cam pbell mean th a t the 
w orkers have no grievances? F o r 
a fte r  a ll, never le t i t  be said of 
the bosses th a t they are no t a l­
ways w ill in g  to  te ll the w o rke r 
w ha t he is “ supposed”  to  do-. 
Cam pbell knows th a t his theory  
is fa n ta s tic  —  because he spent 
years in  the trade, un ion m ove­
m ent f ig h t in g  precise ly fo r  those 
“ grievances”  w h ich he now denies 
ex is t!

And s im ila r ly  the theory  th a t 
the soldiers have no grievances 
is also fa lse. The pub lic  ha rd ly  
ever hears o f them, i t  is true , but 
th a t is because the a rm y  bureau­
cracy uses a ll o f its  powers to 
to suppress the knowledge o f 
th e ir  existence and is qu ick to use 
the c o u rt-m a rtia l aga inst any sol­
d ie r who dares to express a g r ie v ­
ance.

The (rouble w ith  the trade un­
ions is not th a t they figh t for 
adequate wage scales and decent 
liv in g  conditions — w h ich w ill 
preserve the standards of the 
workers in  un ifo rm  when the war 
is over -  - but. that they have 
neglected to figh t fo r the present 
jus tified  demands and grievances 
o i the ra n k  and file  soldiers and 
sailors. Does Campbell rea lly  
th in k  tha t the men in  the service 
have no grievances? The seasoned

I po litic ians  in  W ashington know 
better. For the last month, they 
have been debating over how 
large a pay increase to give to 
the men in  the arm y.

The Congressmen know tha t the 
low pay o f the rank and file  sol­
diers and sailors lias long been 
a source of discontent. They 
hasten today to raise the wage 
scales on ly because they are 
a fra id  o f any open m anifestation 
of th is  discontent. A nother and 
not. un im portan t reason fo r th e ir  
sudden rush to get on the baud 
wagon is the knowledge of the 
a ttitud e  of the fam ilies and 
friends of the drafted men at the 
uext election i f  they do not vote 
now fo r  the pay raises.

TA S K S  OF T H E  U N IO N S
On th is  one issue alone, what 

an effective answer i t  would 
have been to the lies and sland­
ers of tile  cap ita lis t press i f  the 
unions had conducted a serious 
campaign fo r trade  union wages 
fo r the soldiers and sailors! 
More than an y th in g  else, it 
would have convinced the thou­
sands of new rec ru its  in the 
armed forces tha t on ly the 
w o rk ing  c l a s s  organizations 
have th e ir  in terests t ru ly  at 
heart.

I t  is not yet too late fo r the 
union movement to w in  the w o rk ­
ers in the armed forces over to 
th e ir  side and away from  the in ­
fluence of the anti-dem ocratic 
forces try in g  to indoc trina te  the 
servicemen w ith  fascist ideas. The 
soldiers and sailors have plenty 
of other grievances besides the 
wage issue. La te r in  th is  series 
wc shall discuss sonic of the more 
im portan t of these grievances in 
detail.

T ro ts k y 's  Last W o rk
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How The Liberals 
Argue Against The 
Ruling On Bridges
 B y  M . S T E IN  

The C oncept o f  W icke d  C ounse lors
The dynasty o f the Romanovs ru led  Russia fo r  

over three centuries n o t by te r ro r  alone. The Rus­
sian masses had the illu s ion  th a t the Czar, “ the l i t ­
tle  fa th e r,”  could do no w rong , th a t th e ir  b it te r  lo t  
was to  be blamed on ly on the w icked counselors o f 
the Czar. T h is  illu s ion  o f the Russian masses was 
dram atized most v iv id ly  in  the bloody events o f Jan ­
ua ry  9, 1905 when they marched in g re a t num bers 
under the leadership o f F a th e r Capon to  the  W in te r 
Palace in St. P etersburg to pe titio n  the Czar against 
the abuses o f his counselors. The res t o f i t  is h is to ry . 
Those o f the m archers who survived the massacre 
a t the hands o f the C zar’s guard  learned the  b itte r  
lesson th a t n o t on ly  the Czar’s counselors, b u t the 
Czar as we ll, were p a r t o f one and the same machine 
o f b ru ta l, m urderous oppression and exp lo ita tion . The 
whole event was a f i t t in g  prelude to the  1905 Revo­
lu tion .

We have no Romanov here. B u t there  is a de libe r­
ate and concerted a tte m p t to  fo s te r the concept o f 
Roosevelt as “ the l i t t le  fa th e r”  in  the W h ite  House. 
In  Russia the concept o f the l i t t le  fa th e r  was ro o t­
ed deep among the backward masses, and the re  the 
libera ls  jo ined hands w ith  the socia lists to  break i t  
down. Here, however, in  th is  classical cou n try  o f 
machine po litics , the lib e ra l jo u rn a lis ts  have taken i t  
upon themselves to s ing le  ou t in d iv idu a l departm en­
ta l ad m in is tra to rs  as those responsible fo r  the p a r­
t ic u la r ly  raw  acts o f the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion .

W ho was responsible, fo r  example, fo r  W ash ing ­
to n ’s p ro -V ich y  policies? S ecre tary H u ll and the  
V ichy men in his a d m in is tra tion , o f course. The N a ­
tion , t lie  New Republic, Samuel G ra fto n  on the New 
Y o rk  Post, and m any others o f th e ir  s tr ipe  w ro te  
reams upon reams to prove th is .

Now comes B idd le ’s ru lin g  on the deporta tion  o f 
Bridges. Ralph In g e fso ll, who is t r y in g  to  m ake a 
profession o f libe ra lism , b u rs t fo r th  w ith  a tw o  page 
ed ito ria l in  the M ay 29 PM . The t i t le  o f the  PM  
ed ito ria l is; “ Once a B iddle, A lw ays  a B idd le  —  O r 
W h a t is a B iddle?”  The theme o f the e d ito r ia l is ; 
“ B iddle made his decision absolute ly  on h is own —  
w ith o u t consu lta tion  w ith  the Pi-csident. .

H ow  a L ib e ra l D e fends B ridges
Tim e was when the m a rk  o f a lib e ra l was his m ora l 

courage to  f ig h t on the p rin c ip a l ground o f free  speech 
aga inst such deporta tion  ru lin g s  as the one directed 
aga inst B ridges. B u t you w i l l  look fo r  i t  in  va in  
in In g e rs o li’s long ed ito ria l. H is  task above a ll else 
was to absolve the P resident o f re sp on s ib ility  fo r  the 
B iddle decision. To have opposed the Bridges deporta­
tion  order on the grounds o f free  speech w ould have 
also com m itted In g c rso ll and PM to  a defense o f 
revo lu tiona ry  socia lists when they are persecuted fo r  
th e ir  views as they were, fox- example, in  la s t yea r’s 
M inneapolis “ sed ition”  t r ia l .  Ing e rso ll does no t con­
ceive o f th is  as the m ission o f libe ra ls  in w a r tim e. 
U nder norm al, peace conditions, perhaps, b u t no t now 
—  now, you see, i t ’s d iffe re n t.

Ing e rso ll’s defense o f B ridges is based exclus ive ly  
on B ridges ’ a ll-o u t w a r e ffo r t ,  on the fa c t th a t  “ he 
has continued to- advise his men to  w a ive  a ll k inds 
o f advantages —  won fro m  th e ir  em ployers over a 
long period o f years —  so th a t they m ig h t g e t on 
w ith  the jo b  o f load ing ships fo r  the b a ttle  o f the 
Southwest P ac ific .”  B u t suppose th a t B ridges had 
advised his men to hold fa s t to  th e ir  w o rk in g  con­
d itions, suppose th a t lie had advised them  to  demand 
wage increases to  meet the r is in g  cost o f liv in g ?  
W ould In g c rs o ll then oppose the B iddle ru lin g ?  The 
im p lica tion  o f the whole a rtic le  is th a t he w ould not. 
Says In g e fs o ll: “ H a rry  Bridges in th is  cou n try  — 
a t th is  w r it in g  — is a va luable man.”  ( In g e rs o ll’s 
own emphasis.)

The C o m p la in t D w ind les
Ing c rso ll, who s ta rts  his e d ito r ia l w ith  a lo t  o f 

sound and fu r y  d irected ostensib ly  a t B iddle, in  re ­
a lity  reduces his d iffe rences w ith  B iddle to  the ques­
tion  o f the tim eliness o f the deporta tion  OTder. A nd  
then, as i f  fr ig h te n e d  by t lie  boldness o f  even th is  
stand, lie hastens to na rrow  the po in t down s t i l l  f u r ­
th e r:

“ B idd le ,”  says Ingerso ll, “ m ust a t least have sensed 
th is , fo r  ho made pointed reference to  the  fa c t  th a t 
B ridges m ig h t appeal and th a t i t  w ould take a year 
fo r  his case to go th rough  the courts. So th is  use fu l 
man, Bridges, is to  spend the v e ry  year when he 
can be m ost useful to us —  in conference w ith  his 
lawyers, under the s tra in  o f going- th rou gh  cou rt after* 
c o u rt!”  '

T in y  indeed is In g e rso li’s com p la in t aga inst B iddle. 
I t  is so t in y  th a t i t  w ou ld  n o t ju s t i fy  even a PM  
ed ito ria l, were i t  n o t fo r  In g e rs o ll’s g re a t a n x ie ty  
to absolve the l i t t le  fa th e r in the  W h ite  House o f 
resp on s ib ility  fo r  a deporta tion  o rder w h ich is so 
sweeping th a t i t  jeopardizes every m il ita n t  w o rke r 
who happens to  be an alien, and consequently is a 
b low  aga ins t every o ther w o rk e r as w e ll. Speaking 
th rou gh  th is  deporta tion o rder is no t B idd le  alone, 
bu t the P resident and the whole ru lin g  class, and they  
say in essence: “ Bridges, y o u r services in smashing 
the living- standards o f the W est Coast longshore­
men, a service in which you are p resen tly  engaged, 
wc appreciate. c hope to  be able to. use you fo r  
a t least another year w h ile  you appeal to  the courts. 
B u t you r m il ita n t  past we can ne ithe r fo rg e t nor 
fo rg ive . W e m ust make an example o f you so as to 
discourage m ilita n c y , so- as to  crush any s p ir i t  o f  
resistance there  m ay be among w orke rs .”

F o r our p a rt, we are f ig h t in g  B idd le ’s deporta tion 
o rder no t because B iddle is responsible fo r  it ,  and 
c e rta in ly  n o t because o f B ridges ’ treachery  to  the 
cause o f the w o rk in g  class. W e are f ig h t in g  i t  be­
cause we sec the ru l in g  class behind it ,  and wc sec 
the w o rk in g  class a t whom i t  is directed.

A gainst G ove rn m e n ta l Moves 

To Freeze W ages!


