
FOR A RISING SCALE 

OF WAGES TO MEET 

INCREASED LIVING COSTS! THE MILITANT
PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

VOL. V I— No. 22 NEW  YORK, N. Y.. SATURDAY. M AY 30, 1942 FIVE  ( 5) CENTS

GOVERNMENT ACTS TO CHECK PAY RISES
Steel Union Convention 
Shows Rising Discontent
Rank and File Delegates Voice Growing 
Dissatisfaction With Leaders' Policies

By A R T  PREIS

C LE V E LA N D , May 23 . —  T he  fou r-da y  co ns ti­
tu t io n a l co n ve n tio n  o f  the C IO  U n ite d  S tee lw orke rs  
o f  A m erica , w h ich  raced th ro u g h  its  f in a l session 
last n ig h t in  the  P u b lic  A u d ito r iu m  here, revealed 
the ra n k  and f ile  steel w o rke rs ’ deep-seated d issatis­
fa c tio n  w ith  the b u rea u cra tic  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e ir  
union and with the do-nothing policies of the leadership in the 
settlement of their mounting grievances.

Behind this dissatisfaction, which expressed itself during 
the convention prim arily on organizational issues, is a growing 
unrest among the steel workers because of their rapidly worsen­
ing conditions: extensive part-time unemployment despite in­
creasing war production: the refusal of the bosses, taking ad­
vantage of the no-strike agreement of the union leaders, to 
settee grievances; and the sha rp®
decline in liv in g  standards due to 
price rises.

this underlying unrest reveal­
ed itself at the convention in the 
form of rank and file resistance 
to a number of proposals put 
forth by Philip M urray, chairman 
of the former Steel Workers O r­
ganizing Committee and presi­
dent of the newly constituted in­
ternational.

M U R R A Y  D O M IN A T E D
From  the very outset of the con­

vention. M urray personally as­
sumed the job or beating down 
th is  rank and file opposition. He 
disclosed his m ain aim s to be the 
cen tra liz ing  of a ll power in  his 
own hands, lin in g  up o f the union 
fo r unconditiona l support of the 
Roosevelt adm in is tra tion , a n d 
curb ing  of any attem pts to in i ­
tia te  a figh ting  program  in  de­
fense of the steel w orkers ’ in te r­
ests.

From  firs t to last, th is  was M ur­
ray's convention. He dominated 
i t  a t every moment, speaking 
le n g th ily  on a ll issues, great or 
small. In  add ition  to his own per­
sonal prestige, ca re fu lly  b u ilt  up 
and ballyhooed. M urray re lied 
p r in c ip a lly  on the a u th o rity  of 
President Roosevelt, in whose 
name he con tinu a lly  spoke, to 
w h ip  tho delegates in to  line  and 
shove over his program.

In  th is  way, and w ith  the aid 
of a pow erfu l machine of paid o r­
ganizers and functiona ries  who 
honeycombed the convention and 
whooped it up fo r M urray at every 
c ru c ia l po in t, M urray  secured the 
cons titu tion  and powers he sought. 
B u t th is  was achieved at the ex­
pense of his prestige among a 
large number of delegates. M u r­
ray  h im se lf openly bears the re ­
spons ib ility  fo r the unpopular 
measures which he th ru s t down 
the th roa ts of the delegates.

A C H A N G E D  A T T IT U D E
Today hundreds of the rank and 

file delegates homeward bound to 
the m il l towns and steel centers 
are angry as hornets. They feel 
compromised before th e ir  local 
members, who in many instances 
mandated them 1o fight fo r  issues 
w h ich  M urray  opposed. Most of 
them  had entered the convention 
staunch M urra y  supporters, f irm ­
ly  be liev ing tha t M urray h im self 
bore no respons ib ility  f o r  t h e  
bureaucratic, do-nothing methods 
o f his lieutenants and organizers. 
E very  conscious delegate now 
knows d iffe re n tly .

The genuinely representative 
delegates had come to the conven­
tion  w ith  the hope of d ra ftin g  a 
t r u ly  dem ocratic constitu tion , 
which would safeguard the righ ts  
of the members and provide, them 
w ith  local autonom y and the 
means fo r b u ild in g  th e ir  local 
unions. They had come in >the be­
lie f  tha t they would be perm itted 
to establish a m ilita n t leadership 
d irec tly  elected from  th e ir  own 
ranks, inc lud ing  th e ir  local o r­
ganizers. They had come expect­
in g  to in it ia te  a program  of ac­
tion  w h ich  would enable them to 
settle th e ir  grievances in t h e 
p lants and win, th e ir demands for 
a do lla r-a  day general wage raise 
and the union shop.

But they left the convention 
with a constitution formally con­
solidating all power in M urrav’s 
hands alone and depriving the 
local unions of any vestige of 
autonomy. They left with a pro­
gram which pays mere lip service

to their wage and union security 
demands, while offering no plan 
to win them other than continued 
reliance on the W ar Labor Board 
and Roosevelt.

M U R R A Y ’S K E Y -N O T E
A t the very outset of the con­

vention, in his opening key-note 
address, M urra y  made pla in  the 
main lines of his policy. He stress­
ed as his chief concern the m a in ­
tenance of undevia ting  support 
fo r Roosevelt and the war, and 
the continuance of the no-strike  
and governm ent a rb itra tio n  com­
m itm ents made by the national 
un ion leaders a fte r Pearl Harbor. 
A ny delegate, be Indicated, who 
dared to oppose Ills  policies would 
tie considered d isloya l not on ly to 
M urray but to Roosevelt, a n d  
would he branded as an unpa trio ­
tic  d isrupter.

Tu deference to the obvious de­
sires of tile  delegates to create a 
democratic union, M urray repeat­
edly spoke of His desire fo r a 
"dem ocratic un ion ”  and a "democ­
ra tic  con s titu tion .”

But. th is  was mere w indow- 
dressing. The second m ain po in t 
o f his opening address was a scar­
cely veiled th rea t against any de­
legate who might, seek to organize 
an opposition to his policies:

"1 do not w an t—as a m atter of 
fact. I sha ll figh t any attem pt 
tha t is made to have l i t t le  back­
room caucuses w h ile  th is  conven­
tion  is going on . . . So i f  any of 
the hoys are th in k in g  r ig h t now 
of m idn igh t sessions in strange 
places in the c ity  of Cleveland, 
just begin to forget about it  r ig h t 
now. T ltere is on ly going to be 
one convention— remember that, 
and that is th is  convention in  th is  
ba ll. Do not forget tha t.”

This was aimed prim arily at 
loyal rank and file  steel union 
members whose dissatisfaction 
was well known to M urray and 
who were openly voicing their 
discontent around the hotel lob­
bies prior to the convention.

F IR S T  BIG  F L A R E U P
Tito, rank and file resistance 

flared up on the firs t im portan t 
issue, d u rin g  the report of the 
Committee on the Officers' Report, 
hand-picked by M urray as a ll the 
other convention committees were.

When the reporte r fo r the com­
m ittee read the section concurring  
in the leaders’ policy of surrender­
ing the standard overtim e pay fo r 
week-end and holiday work fa ll­
ing w ith in  the 40-hour week, there 
was an im m ediate s t ir  among the 
delegates.

Hands shot up. delegates called 
fo r the floor. There was a w h is­
pered consulta tion among t it e 
leaders on the p la tfo rm . Three 
delegates took the floo r one r ig h t 
a fte r another, to speak against the 
proposal. They were not too a r­
ticu la te . they were no t used to 
speaking1 (o such a large audience, 
and they fe lt uncom fortable be­
fore the microphone. B ut t h e y  
spoke the voice o f tho members 
back home.

The first, opposition speaker 
simply stated: ’’I  object to that, 
and our local union objects to 
that absolutely and we w ill not 
stand for it .”

T his b rie f statement brought a 
volley of applause. Two other de­
legates then spoke b rie fly  in  the 
same vein. A t th is  po in t M urray

intervened, as lie was to do on a ll 
subsequent issues.

W hile  the delegates were per­
m itted a scant five m inutes to 
speak th e ir  m inds, M urray and the 
o ther officers were perm itted to 
speak as long as they desired. 
The main po in t of M u rra y ’s firs t 
statem ent on the overtim e issue; 
was i.o the effect that i t  was rea l­
ly  no sacrifice, that present prac- | 
tices in  the steel in dus try  were : 
such tHat few workers would be 
affected by such a surrender.

M U R R A Y  CRACKS W H IP
A fte r this, ten more delegates 

took the floo r in  opposition. The 
response to th e ir  views grew 
warm er and warm er. Then M u r­
ray spoke again, ttiis  tim e crack­
ing  the w h ip  hard.

He poured it  on about every 
un ion in  the coun try  supporting 
the proposal. He declared tha t if  
the steel workers did uot accent 

(Continued on page 2)

Bosses Get Roosevelt ‘Hint’ 
To Stall Wage Negotiations
Administration Putting Pressure On Union 
Heads to Accept 'Voluntary' Wage Freezing

P res iden t R ooseve lt’ s A p r i l  2 8  d e c la ra tio n  tha t 
the w o rke rs  “ w il l  have to  fo re g o  h ig h e r wages fo r  
the  d u ra tio n  o f  the w ar”  is shap ing  up in  p rac tice  as 
a d r iv e  to  h o ld  up any gene ra l wage increases now . 
H i  is d r iv e  is fu r th e r  in ten d ed  to  lay the basis fo r  
in v a lid a tin g  e x is tin g  u n io n  co n tra c tu a l p ro v is io n s  
and to force the union leaders into ' ‘voluntary” wage freezing 
agreements.

Roosevelt’s latest move to block wage increases was his 
press statement on Mat 22 in connection with the report that 
three West Coast aircraft companies were prepared to offer 
wage increases, lie  staled that the government would do all

Above is a scene at the first constitutional convention of the United Steelworkers of Am er­
ica. CIO, representing 600.000 organized workers. Probably the largest trade union convention 
ever held in this country, it was attended by about 1700 delegates. A report on the convention 
w ritten by T H E  M IL IT A N T ’S special correspondent w ill be found on the left side of this page.

ACT NOW TO SAVE WALLER’S LIFE !
-An Editorial

The fight to save the life of Odell Waller, Negro share­
cropper condemned to be executed in V irginia on June 19, was 
taken to the United States Supreme Court for the second time 
this week.

The first time, on May 4, the Court refused to review the 
case, and failed to even state the reason for its refusal.

This time the W'aller case goes to the Court with more 
public support than ever before. This time a brief to the Court 
on behalf of W aller was signed among others by Lee Pressman, 
general counsel tor the CIO, and Joseph A. Padway, general 
counsel for the AFL.

Other organizations which signed the brief are the Amer­
ican C ivil Liberties Union; National Association for the Ad­
vancement of Colored People: Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters; National Urban League: United Transport Service 
Workers of America; Southern Tenant Farmers Union: Union 
for Democratic Action; Negro Labor Committee. The defense 
movement is also supported by numerous central labor bodies 
and trade union locals, and liberal groups.

A ll this is evidence of the growing realization by the mass­
es that their own rights as well as Waller’s are under attack in 
this case.

W'aller killed his white landlord in self-defense during a 
dispute over the crop shares belonging to the Waller family, 
lie  was entitled to tria l by a ju ry  of his peers — but he was 
denied the right to such a trial. In Virginia only payers of the 
poll tax can be placed on the ju ry  lists. The poverty-stricken 
sharecroppers like Waller who barely earn enough to feed them­

selves are unable to pay the poll tax. More than 80 per cent 
of the population in Waller’s county are barred therefore both 
from \o ting  and serving on juries.

The masses of people do not kr )\v what legal pretext the 
Court had in mind when it refused to consider the Waller case. 
But they do know that i f  one man can be denied the right of 
trial by a ju ry  of his peers, so can others. And they know 
that the best time to stop ii from going any further is now. 
That is why they are rallying to the defense of this victim of 

the brutal sharecropper system.
The masses do not know what the Court’s attitude is to­

ward the poll tax. because the Court expressed no opinion in 
refusing to review this case. But they do know that the dis­
franchisement of the southern workers and sharecroppers re­
sults in the systematic election of legislators who control the 
most important congressional committees, sponsor the most re­
actionary anti-labor legislation, spike such measures as anti­
lynch bills and relief appropriations and thus affect the con­
ditions of workers in all parts of the country. That is why 
the masses want the Supreme Court to-act on the W'aller case, 
and using it as a basis, to declare the poll tax unconstitutional.

The movement defending W'aller is growing every day. 
its voice of protest is becoming loud and unmistakable. But 
it must grow more and it must protest louder — until even 
the Supreme Court, which “ follows the elections,” does not 
feel it wise to ignore the case. In this fight every workers’ or­
ganization in the country has an interest and a part to play, 
and should be called upon to take action before it is too late.

to pay, as in  the instance o f the 
a irc ra f t  corpora tions, Roosevelt 
declared th a t no p lan t could be 
pe rm itted  to g ra n t increases 
“ which would make w orkers in 
o ther p lan ts unhappy.”  (N . Y. 
T imes, M ay 23.)

E F F E C T  OF F D R ’s ‘ H IN T ”
Roosevelt’s s ta tem ent is gener­

a lly  regarded as a w e ig h ty  ‘h in t ’ 
to the p riva te  companies to g ra n t 
no fu r th e r  wage increases w ith ­
ou t sanction o f the governm ent. 
The general e ffec t o f th is  “ h in t”  
w il l be to streng then the hand 
o f the en tire  em p loying class in 
res is ting  the unions’ demands fo r 
wage increases. I t  w il l encourage 
the em ployers to s ta ll wage nego­
tia tio n s  and ins is t th a t a li wage 
disputes go before the W a r L a ­
bor Board or o ther government 
agencies.

The policies which the govern­
m ent is lik e ly  to fo llo w  were in ­
dicated la s t week by W illia m  
Davis, W LB  cha irm an. He stated 
th a t the ad m in is tra tio n  is consid­
e ring  fa vo ra b ly  the f ix in g  o f a 
m axim um  wage “ ce ilin g ”  beyond 
which no’ increases would be 
granted. He cited $25 a week 
as a possible m axim um , along 
the lines o f the w age-freezing 
“ Canadian plan.”

Such wage increases as m igh t 
be granted in the “ sub-standard”  
brackets, he stated fu rth e r, w il l 
probably be lim ited  to not more 
than 50 per cent o f the cost of 
liv in g  increase since the f ix in g  of 
the previous wage scale. This 
would fo llo w  the lines o f the so- 
called “ Chicago fo rm u la ”  in the 
national sh ipyard negotiations.

THOUSANDS STRIKE 
AT BUDD PLANT

PH ILAD ELPH IA . Pa., May 25. — Local newspapers have 
been completely silent about the most important local strike 
in many years — the strike of the United Auto Workers Local 
813 at the Budd plant, largest industrial factory in Philadelphia.

The Budd management, which has always been the symbol 
of the open-shop in this city, brought things to a head early 
last week when they locked out a group of union welders for 
asking fo r  h ighe r wages. E. G.®------------------------------------------------------
Budd refused to engage in any 
negotiations, and the union was 
forced to call its members out 
on strike.

Several thousand workers have 
already come out, with more de­
partments and shops joining 
them every day. The entire lo­
cal labor movement —  CIO, A F L  
and Railroad Brotherhood —  is 
supporting the strike, and with 
union truck drivers refusing to 
cross the picket line, materials 
are growing ever scarcer inside 
the plant.

The CIO has been try ing  to or­
ganize the plant for the last year

un ion iza tion of the ' ‘s la ug h te r­
house,”  as Budd is called, w ill 
have an in s p ir in g  e ffe c t on the 
workers th roughou t the c ity  and 
may set o f f  an a ll-ou t o rgan iz ing  
cam paign.

Tho Budd workers have the 
backing in  th is  f ig h t  no t on ly o f 
the Philadelph ia labor movement, 
but also of the body shops in De­
tro it ,  and p a r tic u la r ly  o f Budd 
Local 306 o f D e tro it, which has 
dem onstrated its  support in a m a­
te r ia l as w e li as m ora l sense by 
dona ting $1000 to aid in the o r­
ganization o f the Philadelph ia 
p lant.

B o liv ian  Government A rrests  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l Leaders

and a h a lf, and has had to face 
die-hard opposition, and eontinu- \ S T R IK IN G  C O NTRAST 
ous d isc rim ina tion . Num erous 1 
grievances have been taken to 
the N L R B  and the W LB , but 
Budd stands f irm , re fus ing  to me­
diate and make any concessions.
The union lias called on the gov­
ernm ent to take over the p lan t, 
which fo rm e rly  m anufactured 

! auto bodies and ro w  has m illions
o f do lla rs w o rth  o f w a r contracts, 
especially m unitions.

The s tr ik in g - con trast in condi­
tions between the Budd p lan ts in 
P h iladelph ia  and D e tro it is a per­
fec t example o f the d iffe rence 
between an open shop and a w e ll 
organized shop.

Philadelph ia  welders ge t ap­
p ro x im a te ly  SO cents an hour, 
w h ile  in the D e tro it  p lan t they 
get $1.28. Machine operators get

j The em ployers in Philadelph ia  about 75-80 cents an hour, w h ile  
have ra llied  to  the support o f in  D e tro it they get $1.25 an hour. 
Budd fo r  the same reason tha t In  fac-t, the lowest wage in the 
the labor movement has ra llie d  D e tro it  p lan t, 88 cents an hour, 
to the support, o f Local 813 — j paid to unskilled  laborers, is about 
because they realize tha t the ' as much as the highest paid w ork-

Ninu members of the Bolivian section of the Fourth Inter­
national have been arrested by the Bolivian Security Police on 
tlie charge of "planning to overthrow the government,”  and 
others arc being hunted, according to Bolivian and Argentine 
newspapers received here.

The newspaper E I Diario of La Paz, the Bolivian capital.
carries an eight-colum n headline,®----------------------------------------- --------------
in its February 22 issue: "F o u rth  
In te rn a tion a l was p lann ing  to 
overth row  the governm ent.”  It 
reports that T ro tsky is ts  “ cells" 
were operating in Potosi, Q rtiror.
Cochabamba. Pulacayo and other 
m in ing  towns, as well as in  La 
Paz where the arrests took place.

The Assistant Chief of the Sec­
u r ity  Police. David Mollinedo. in 
an in te rv iew  w ith  E l D iario , 
names among those arrested H um ­
berto Perez Rocha and Oscar 
A la tid ia  Pantoja, the la tte r iden­
tified  as head of the La Paz 
“ ce ll." A th ird  named is an A r­
gentine citizen. Carlos Ibarra  
Gfiasso. The names of the others 
arrested are not given.

According to the police Die Par­

ers in  the P h iladelph ia  p lan t re ­
ceive.

In addition, the D e tro it shop 
has a complete system o f senior 
i ty  which protects w orkers fro m  
d iscrim ina tion , w h ile  in the P h i­
ladelphia p lan t they are h ired and 
fire d  a t w ill.

These d ifferences are not on ly 
a sign o f what organ iza tion  can 
gain fo r  the workers, but also a 
d irect incentive to organ ization 
o f the Philadelph ia plant and the 
w inn ing  o f the s trike .

tiilo  Ohrero Revolucionario (W o rk ­
ers Revolu tionary P arty i was es­
tablished in B o liv ia  as a section 
of the Fourth In te rn a tion a l on 
January 14. 1941. w ith  Miguel
A landia Pantoja as General Sec­
re ta ry ; Oscar del Y il la r  as Sec­
re ta ry ; and w ith  G uille rm o Lora. 
Hum berto Perez Rocha. Oscar 
A landia Pantoja and others as its  
N ational Committee. A pparently 
the General Secretary and the Sec­
re tary have not vet been seized 
by the police, who say that the 
centra l leadership of the party  
was established in the m in ing  
center o f Cochabamba.

SAY L IT E R A T U R E  C A M E  
FROM O TH E R  LAND S

In the police statements to the 
press, much was made of the 
claim  that pamphlets and le tte rs 
were received by t lie POR from 
New York. A rgentina . Uruguay. 
Chile and other South American 
countries.

Leaflets and slogans pasted on 
the c ity  walls du ring  the past 
year by the party  had led the po­
lice to a systematic hunt fo r the 
Lp Paz "ce ll."

Accord ing to the March 1 La

Xarioti o f Buenos Aires, an a t­
tempt of those arrested to secure 
th e ir  release through habeas cor­
pus proceedings because th e ir de­
ten tion  was unconstitu tiona l fa i l­
ed when tile  court of La Paz ruled 
that the proceeding is under I lie 
ju r is d ic tio n  of the c rim ina l code.

The State’s A tto rney has sign 
ed an ind ic tm ent p rov id ing  that 
a c r im in a l proceeding begin a 
gainst Oscar A landia P iitito jo  a tic’

! the eight other workers arrested.

A ‘ GOOD N E IG H B O R ” 
FO LLO W S U. S. P A TTE R N

The reactionary B o liv ian  d ic ta ­
torship. paraded as a s ister "tie 
mocracy" by W ashington, is time 
fo llow ing  in the footsteps of its 
Yankee master. The conviction o ' 
18 members of the Socialist W ork 
ers Party and Local 544-CIO on 
"seditious conspiracy" charges in 
the infamous M inneapolis tr ia l,  in 
which sentences of sixteen and 
twelve months were handed down 
December 8, is the master pattern 
which is now being followed by 
the B o liv ian  reactionaries. In 
both cases tile  charge boils down 
to the fact that tile  v ic tim s are 
revo lu tiona ry  M arxists, fighters 
fo r w ork ing  class freedom.

This vicious blow against the 
B oliv ian revo lu tion is ts  serves to 
rem ind class-conscious Am erican 
workers of the u n ity  or the w o rk ­
ers of tlie  Americas against th e ir 
common exp lo ite r Yankee im ­
pe ria lism  and its  "n a tive " agents.

In  those negotiations, Roosevelt 
d ire c tly  in tervened to force the 
unions to accept less than h a lf 
o f the increases to w h ich they 
were en titled  under an ex is ting  
g o ve rn m en t-w ritten  c o n t r a c t .

Im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w in g  D av is ’ 
wage po licy  s tatem ent, an­
nouncement wa.i made th a t Roose 
v e lt intends to set up a special 
hoard to fo rm u la te  governm ent 
po licy w ith  respect to wage in ­
creases offe red v o lu n ta r ily  by 
p riva te  m anagem ent o r through 
d irec t negotia tions between the 
bosses and the unions. Th is board, 
i t  is reported, w i l l  m ost like ly  
consist o f Davis, P rice A dm in is ­
t ra to r  Henderson, W a r M anpower 
Com m issioner Paul M c N u tt and 
Secretary o f Labo r Perkins.

One o f the most dangerous as­
pects o f the em erg ing fo rm  of 
Roosevelt’s wage policies, is the 
precedents he is se ttin g  fo r  the 
abrogation  o f e x is tin g  union con­
trac ts . The sh ipya rd ’s case is one 
ou tstand ing example.

A no ther, w h ich has received 
l i t t le  newspaper notice, was 
Roosevelt’s s ign ing  o f a b ill on 
M ay 14, suspending the W alsh- 
Healey A c t prov is ion req u iring  
firm s w ith  governm ent contracts 
to pay overtim e rates fo r  more 
than e igh t hours w o rk  a day 
where such is included in a union 
con tract. T h is  abrogates an im ­
p o rta n t con tractua l ob liga tion , 
and perm its  governm ent con trac­
to rs  to w o rk  men 12 hours a day 
before pay ing  overtim e. In those 
industries affected by m a te ria l 
shortages, such as steel, th is  w i l l  
mean a d irec t wage cut fo r  many 
w orkers. This, as w e ll as the 
sh ipyard  case d irective , is in ou t­
r ig h t  v io la tion  o f Roosevelt’s 
A p r i l 27 assurance th a t “ e x is t­
ing contracts between em ployers 
and employes must, in a ll f a i r ­
ness, he carried out to  the ex­
p ira tio n  dates o f those con tracts.”
A IM  A T  “V O L U N T A R Y ”
W A G E  F R E E Z IN G

The aim  o f a ll these th rea ten­
ing  moves is to pu t pressure on 
the trade union leaders to accept 
some fo rm  o f “ v o lu n ta ry ”  wage 
freezing, disguised under the fo r ­
mula o f “ wage s ta b iliza tio n .”  
Roosevelt pre fe rs to f ix  wage 
levels by th is  method, ra th e r than 
reso rt to com pulsory measures 
which would in te n s ify  w o rk in g  
class d issa tis fac tion  w ith  the ad­
m in is tra tio n  and create a serious 
source o f fr ic t io n  w ith  the union 
movement.

The f irs t  f ru its  o f th is  drive  
fo r  “ v o lu n ta ry ”  wage freezing 
was the agreem ent las t week by 
the A F L  B u ild in g  Trades Coun­
c il, the most pow erfu l section o f 
the A F L , to freeze m ost o f the 
e x is ting  wage scales as o f Ju ly  
1 fo r  at least one year and “ sub­
je c t to annual renewal fo r  the 
du ra tion  o f the w a r.”  The agree­
ment signed by the bu ild ing  
trades union leaders and the gov­
ernm ent con tra c ting  agencies 
fu r th e r  estab ished a Wages A d ­
ju s tm e n t Board to adm in is te r the 
agreement.

So fa r  as the w orkers ' liv in g  
standards arc concerned, the net 
e ffec t o f “ vo lu n ta ry ”  wage freez­
ing is the same as tha t o f com­
pu lsory wage freezing . In  e ither 
case the w orkers wages would be 
fixed in the face o f r is in g  liv in g  
costs due to m ounting  taxes, 
scarc ity , price rises, etc. The 
w orkers m ust resist “ vo lu n ta ry ”  
and com pulsory wage freez ing  
w ith  equal de term ination .

AT THE STEEL CONVENTION

m its power lo prevent what lie called unwarranted wage 
raises voluntarily granted by the employers.

liven where the corporations express willingness and ability



cha irm anship o f R. J. Pcarsol, 
arranged a m eeting o f some 30 
people in th a t c ity . The m eeting 
was held Sunday, M ay 17, in the 
CIO ha ll and was attended p r im ­
a r i ly  by union members and lib ­
erals. Freeman Cochrane, sec­
re ta ry  o f the Tacoma In d u s tr ia l 
Union Council, was cha irm an o f 
the meeting.

A f te r  Dunne’s speech the au­
dience discussed ways and means 
o f a id ing  the CRDC. Several o f 
the union members said they 
wou'd arrange to contact th e ir  
members in o u tly in g  locals.

Ceylon Trotskyist 
Leaders Escape 
British Jailers
Had Been Imprisoned 
For Their Struggles 
Against Imperialism

Four leaders of the Fourth 
international section in Ceylon, 
the Lanka Sama Samaja Par­
ty, escaped from prison earl)’ 
in April, according to British 
newspapers just received here.

P rev ious ly  T H E  M IL IT A N T  
reported the escape o f N . M. Te- 
rera and D.P.R. Gunawardene, 
elected members o f the Ceylon 
S tate Council, as reported in  a 
rad io -a la rm  fro m  Ceylon heard 
in F a r Eastern waters.

In  add ition  to  these tw o  com­
rades, i t  is now reported tha t 
tw o others escaped: Colin R. de 
S ilva and Edm und Samaakody.

A no the r ou ts tand ing leader o f 
the p a rty , Leslie Gunawardene, 
has successfully evaded a rre s t 
since 1940, so th a t a il the p r in c i­
pal p a rty  leaders are now a t 
la rge, despite, the desperate a t­
tem pts o f the B r it is h  Governor- 
General to keep them  behind 
bars.

The T ro ts k y is t p a rty  was fo rm ­
a lly  outlawed by the B r it is h  re ­
cently.

W ants to  H e lp  In  
D is tr ib u t io n  o f  
T H E  M IL IT A N T
E d ito r:

I  recently  a rrived  here fro m  
Boston, Mass., a f te r  a th ree-year 
stay there. I attended m eetings 
held by you r group there and 
was deeply g ra tif ie d  b y  the w ork 
they are doing.

I  am a Negro and I  am sure 
m y people w ill be in terested in  
you r paper, T H E  M IL IT A N T . I  
am sure I  can put out as m any 
papers as you could send. So 
m a il me as m any as possible and 
perhaps some booklets and o ther 
pam phlets, C.O.D. each week.

T. S.
F lo rida .

A  C O R R E C TIO N
E d ito r:

P e rm it me to correct an e rro r 
th a t c rep t in to  the column, "S ta ­
lin  Blames the Red A rm y  Ranks 
fo r  E a r ly  D efeats,”  which ap­
peared in the M ay 23 M IL I ­
T A N T . W hile  no t a grievous m is­
take, i t  nevertheless tends to ob­
scure the po in t I  was m aking in 
the column.

The column was concerned w ith  
tw o  pronouncements o f S ta lin . 
They were both made in the fo rm  
o f Orders o f the Day. One was 
made on the ann ive rsa ry  o f the 
Red A rm y , Feb. 22; the o ther on 
M ay 1.

In  the Feb. 22 document, S ta­
lin  blamed the ea rly  defeats of 
the Red A rm y  on the "unexpect­
edness and suddenness”  o f the 
German a ttack. On M ay 1, a l i t ­
tle  m ore than tw o months la te r, 
S ta lin  evolved an e n tire ly  new 
reason fo r  the same defeats, one 
th a t is cha racte ris tic  o f the c r i­
m ina l methods o f the bureaucra­
t ic  S ta lin is t reg im e. In  the new 
version, the defeats are blamed 
on "com placency and fr iv o lo u s ­
ness”  in  the ranks o f the Red 
A rm y .

In  m y a rtic le  I  quoted the fo l­
lo w in g  fro m  S ta lin ’s Feb. 22 O r­
der o f the D ay: “ T h is  c ircum ­
stance should be noted: No soon­
er had the German arsenal los t 
the weapon o f suddenness than 
the German A rm y  was confronted 
w ith  catastrophe.”  However, 
when th is  was p rin ted  in  T H E

M IL IT A N T , i t  was described as 
p a rt o f S ta lin ’s M ay 1 O rder of 
the Day.

I w ish to emphasize: the above 
quota tion  is fro m  the Feb. 22 
O rder o f the Day, the fu l l  te x t J 
o f which was p rin ted  in  the Feb. ] 
23 N . Y . T im es. Nowhere is the 
elem ent o f "unexpectedness and 
suddenness”  m entioned in the 
M ay 1 document.

F ra te rn a lly ,
M. S T E IN

A Loan
E d ito r;

I  opened the ou ter door o f the 
apa rtm en t b u ild in g  where I  live  
and was fu m b lin g  fo r  the key to 
the inne r door. I t  was 11 P. M., 
the tim e one gets home fro m  a 
branch m eeting.

Suddenly I  fe lt  a th ru s t in  the 
side. A  gaun t looking young man 
had b u rs t in to  the entrance. H is 
hand was in his pocket and was 
pushing aga inst me. "L is ten , 
lady,”  he said, “ I  have a gun 
here. G ive me th a t,”  po in ting  
to m y purse.

Now I  have heard th a t p ick ­
pockets never keep purses in  th e ir  
possession, as they can be used 
as evidence. So I  said, "Y ou 
don’t  w a n t th is , b u t I  w i l l  give 
you the money in i t . ”  I  began to 
search the purse fo r  money, but 
could f in d  on ly  a l i t t le  change. 
“ W e ll,”  I  said, " I  haven’t  much 
here, bu t I  th in k  I  have a couple 
o f do lla rs  tucked aw ay in  my 
clothes. I ’l l  g ive you th a t.”

W hen he saw I  was so w illin g  
to help h im , he said, "L ad y , I ’m 
so rry  to have to do th is, bu t I 
can’t  ge t w o rk  anywhere. I  am 
an ex-convict and I  can’t  get de­
fense w o rk  o r any o ther k ind  o f 
w ork. They don’t  care w hether I 
k ick  the bucket o r no t.”

I  began to  ta lk  fas t. “ W e ll,”  
I  said, " th a t ’s too bad. I  have 
been w o rk ing  fo r  tw o  years fo r  
the unemployed and now I  am 
he lp ing the CIO . I  have been in 
the labor movement fo r  years, 
t r y in g  to make i t  possible fo r  
everybody to  ge t w o rk .”

“ Oh,”  he said, "now  maybe you 
need the money. Y ou ’d be tte r 
g ive me the change in the purse 
and keep the two do lla rs .”  "Oh, 
no,”  I  rep ’ ied. “ I  don’t  need i t  
so badly. You take i t  fo r  yo u r­
se lf.”

A nd so we argued. A t  la s t I

A N  OPEN LETTER IN DEFENSE O F  
D EM O C R A C Y IN THE LA B O R  M O V E M E N T

C, P. BOOKBURNERS  AT WORK
l io n ”  lo  exp la in  why an organ ization lh a t calls it -

T h a t the Com m unist P a rty  w i l l  s top a t no th g in its  e ffo r ts  to  keep the w orkers from  le a rn ­
ing  the t ru th  about the an ti- la b o r offensive and the treachery o f the S ta lin is ts  is indicated by 
the above photographs taken a t the Los Angeles CIO  ha ll. C loaking themselves in pa trio tism  and 
t ry in g  to  make the w orkers fo rg e t th a t on ly a year ago they were supporters o f the H it le r -  
S ta lin  pact, Com m unist P a rty  forces in  the Los Angeles CTO Council ra ilroaded through a reso­
lu tio n  "d ep lo ring ”  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f ce rta in  w o rk in g  class papers in  fro n t o f the C IO  ha ll. 
When the slanderous reso lu tion  fa iled  to  achieve its  purpose, the S ta lin is ts  posted the sign and 
b u ilt the box shown above, and stationed "m o n ito rs ”  beside the box to pu t pressure on the w o rk ­
ers. B u t at la s t reports , the S ta lin is t book-burners have s t i l l  had l i t t le  success, and the w o rk ­
ers continue to read the papers.

F o llow ing  the issuance of a Com m unist 
P a rty  le a fle t slanderously a ttack ing  the T ro t­
sky is ts  and T H E  M IL IT A N T , the S ocia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  o f San Francisco la s t week 
issued an open le tte r to  the organized labor 
movement o f San Francisco and the mem­
bers o f the Com m unist P a rty . The open le t­
te r reads as fo llow s :

Brothers:
Those Ind iv idua ls  and groups wtio seek to des­

troy  democracy are deadly enemies of the w o rk­
ing class. U n fo rtuna te ly , there is sucli a group 
active in the labor movement. T h e ir weapons 
are slander, lies ami v ilif ica tio n . They seek to 
te rro rize  and in tim id a te  any who dares to oppose 
them. That group is the so-called Communist P ar­
ty. They do not use the f ir in g  squad and concen­
tra tio n  camp to silence th e ir  opponents on ly be­
cause they lack the power.

Last week, a mimeographed sheet was d is tr ib u t­
ed to sections of the San Francisco trade un ion 
movement a im ing  to wh ip up a lynch s p ir it  a- 
ga inst the d is tr ib u to rs  o f T H E  M IL IT A N T , T ro t­
sky is t na tiona l weekly newspaper. Th is le a fle t was 
issued by the "W a te rfro n t Section”  of the Com­
m unist Party . Among other choice b its  of slander 
it  had the fo llow ing  to say:

“ D is tribu ted  in  some parts of tow n and par­
t ic u la r ly  to union meetings is a T ro tsky is t 
sheet . . . T H E  M IL IT A N T , hard at work fo r 
the A x is  . . . ”
The S ta lin is t “ W a te rfro n t Section" charges tha t 

T H E  M IL IT A N T  has been “ hard at w ork fo r the 
A x is .” Proof fo r  such a serious accusation? 
NONE! There is no proof and there can be none 
because i t  is a v ile  He concocted by the leaders 
of the Communist P arty. The facts are the op­
posite. T H E  M IL IT A N T , together w ith  tile  So­
c ia lis t W orkers P arty  (T ro tsky is ts ), has establish­
ed an outstanding record in  the Am erican labor 
movement as determ ined fighters against fascism. 
We give here a sm all pa rt of the record!

A nti-Fasc is t R ecord  Is  P roven
On February 21, 1939, the Bundists and Cough- 

lin ite s  held a mass m eeting in New York City. 
T lte Socialist W orkers Party, u t il iz in g  T H E  M IL I ­
TA N T. mobilized the workers o f New Y ork  In a 
m onster dem onstration against the mass meeting 
and drove the fascists to cover.

On tile  next day, February 22, 1939, the Bund 
tr ied  the same stun t of ho ld ing  a mass meeting 
in  Los Angeles. There again tlte Socialist W ork ­
ers P arty  together w ilh  T H E  M IL IT A N T  ra llie d  
tlte  w orkers in a counter-dem onstration tha t made 
tlte Bundists run lik e  ra ts  fo r th e ir  holes.

F u rth e r, when the boss-sponsored S ilve r S h irts  
tried  to invade M inneapolis, the T ro tsky is ts  along 
w ith  tlte  leadership of Local 544 of the Teamsters 
organized a workers defense guard movement 
tha t drove the S ilver S h irts  out of town. T h is  is 
in the record and can be verified by anyone in te r­
ested in find ing  out the tru th .

A t th is  moment 18 men and women have been 
tr ied  and convicted under the notorious Sm ith 
Gag Law. This law  was sponsored by the p ro ­
fascist, po ll-tax Congressman Sm ith, of V irg in ia . 
The S m ith  Gag Law  lias been condemned by botli

the CIO and A F L. Among the 18 convicted are 
the national leaders of the Socialist W orkers P ar­
ty, the editors of T H E  M IL IT A N T  and tlie  leaders 
o f Local 544 (CIO).

D u ring  the t r ia l of the 18, the Federal govern­
ment, which had made an investiga tion  of tlie 
ac tiv itie s  and ideas of the defendants, did not so 
much as h in t tha t these defendants could be l in k ­
ed w ith  any Fascist movement, whether Am erican 
or foreign.

I f  the IS T ro tsky is ts  and labor leaders are 
"ha rd  a t w ork fo r the A x is ,”  exp la in then, Messrs. 
S ta lin is t leaders, how the fo llow ing  labor organ i­
zations—w hich are on ly a few of a long l is t— 
support the 18. Are these organizations A xis a- 
gents too?

Labo r S u p p o rt o f  D e fendants
For tho benefit o f the W ate rfron t Section of 

the Com m unist P a rty  we w i l l  f irs t  m ention the 
waterfront, unions which have voted m ora l and 
financia l support fo r tHe defendants: The M arine 
Cooks and Stewards, tile  M arine F irem en and the 
In te rn a tion a l Longshoremen and Warehousemen 
of San Diego, San Pedro and San Francisco. Four

locals of the In d u s tr ia l Union of M arine and 
S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers have endorsed the defense.

Among tile  other union organizations are num ­
erous locals of the United Auto W orkers, CIO; 
New Jersey State In d u s tr ia l Union Council; St, 
Louis, San Francisco and B ridgeport Ind us tria l 
Union Councils; Steel C ity  In d u s tr ia l Union Coun­
cil (P itts b u rg h ); CIO Council No. 2 of Bucks 
County, Q uakertow n; U n ited  Shoes W orkers  Jo in t 
Council No. 13, New York C ity ; United Auto 
W orkers D is tr ic t Council. Lockport, N. Y .; In te r­
national Ladies G arm ent W orkers J o in t Board, 
A F L , B a ltim ore  and the Dress and W aistm akers 
Jo in t Board, ILG W U , A F L, New Y ork C ity.

These unions who ra llied  to the support of tiie  
18 did so because it  is c rysta l clear tha t the men 
and women convicted were being persecuted fo r 
th e ir progressive un ion a c tiv ity , socia list ideas 
and courageous anti-fasc is t struggle.

The 18 defendants in  tHe M inneapolis case 
were convicted fo r advocating the Socialist ideas 
of M arx, Engels and Lenin. To support the in d ic t­
ment, the prosecution introduced as evidence— 
tlte Com m unist Manifesto, as w e ll as tho works 
of Lenin. We leave i t  to t ile  “ W ate rfron t Sec-

self the Com m unist P arty stigm atizes as a llies of 
the. A x is , people whom the c a p ita lis t courts have 
ju s t convicted fo r advocating the ideas and p ro ­
gram of the great founders o f sc ien tific  Socialism . 
K a rl Marx, and F rederick Engels.

The T ro tsky is ts  ire  the forem ost fighters a- 
ga inst fascism in a ll countries. Many hundreds 
are su ffe ring  in the concent ra tio n  camps of Ger­
many, Ita ly , Spain and France. Others have been 
executed fo r th e ir  s trugg le against fascism by 
H itle r , M ussolin i and Franco. Above a ll others, 
the T ro tsky is ts  are hated and feared by the fas­
cists.

F o r D efense o f  S ov ie t O n ion
In  addition, the T ro tsky is ts  have a consistent 

record of being the defenders of the Soviet Union 
as a workers state, in  spite of the m isleadersh lp 
of tlte S ta lin  bureaucrats. In  the m idst of the 
period when a ll those who are now p ra is ing  the 
Soviet Union were loud ly  condem ning it, the T ro t­
skyis ts  and T H E  M IL IT A N T  remained firm  in  
th e ir  defense of the Soviet Union against im p e ria l­
ist attack.

We charge that the leafle t issued by the so- 
called “ W ate rfron t Section” of the Com m unist 
P arty  is part of a national and in te rna tiona l 
lynch campaign against a ll tiiose in  the labor 
movement who dare oppose the S ta lin is t po licy of 
com pletely sub jugating the unions to W a ll Street 
and the large in du s tria lis ts . These do lla r-pa trio ts  
mouth p a trio tic  phrases w h ile  con tinu ing  to c r ip ­
ple war production in  order to s tu ff th e ir  bu lg ing 
purses w ith  “ sky-is -the -lim it”  profits.

The S ta lin is ts  are not on ly anxious to appease! 
the m onopolists who are conducting a constant 
an ti-un ion campaign, but have become the leaders 
of a ‘w itch -hun t’ against A L L  m ilita n ts  who w ant 
to preserve union gains and union rights.

Far from  leading to an effective strugg le a- 
ga inst fascism at home or abroad, the S ta lin is t 
po licy of ham string ing  the workers, o f m isleading 
them in to  p u ttin g  th e ir  fa ith  in th is  or tha t boss 
ra the r titan  in  the w orkers ' own power, th e ir  own 
unions and th e ir  own organized strength, leads to 
a weakening of the labor movement and a streng­
then ing of fascism.

The monopolists, who are now being w h ite ­
washed by the S ta lin is ts , have in  the past sup­
ported. are now supporting  and w ill in  tho  fu tu re  
support, fascist movements directed against tlte 
labor movement.

O n G uard  A ga inst F ram e-U p M ach ine
Tlte a ttack which the S ta lin is ts  are a ttem p ting  

to unleash on T H E  M IL IT A N T  and the T ro tsky ­
ists is a fo re ru nn e r o f s im ila r  a ttacks against a il 
who stand in  favor o f preserving labor's righ ts .

On guard against the fram eup a rtis ts , lynch 
inc ite rs  and lia rs  in the leadership of the Com­
m unist P arty !

W orkers! Trade U nion is ts ! Rank and F ile  
members of the Communist P a rty ! READ  T H E  
M IL IT A N T  FOR YO URSELF AN D  T H E N  JUDGE 
T H E  TR U T H  OR FALSEHOOD OF T H E  POISON 
PEN BUREAUCRATS OF T H E  COM M UNIST 
PARTY!

Issued by the Socia l i s t  W o r k e r s  P a r t y  
( T r o t s k y i s t s  l , San Franc isco

Discontent A t Steel Convention
(Continued fro m  page 1)

i t  they would place themselves In 
opposition to the rest of organiz­
ed labor. And he pounded away 
on tiie  point tha t to oppose th is  
was to oppose Roosevelt and the 
war, “ because t iie  Commander \n 
Chief o f the A rm y  and Navy, 
w h ile  t iie  country was involved in  
a great w ar s itua tion , asked Am ­
erican labor to forego the p r i­
vilege.”

A f te r  a 20-m inute barrage of 
th is  sort, the vote was im m edi­
ate ly  taken. Despite M u rra y 's  
in tim ida tion , about GO delegates 
openly voted aga inst the propo­
sal, w h ile  many more, no t w ish­
ing  to  pu t themselves on the spot, 
s im ply abstained.

K E Y  R E S O LU TIO N S
The firs t m ajor task facing the 

convention was the discussion oil 
the 25 resolutions b rought in  by 
M u rra y ’s Resolution Committee.

One of the key reso lutions was 
oil "Labor and the W ar,”  setting 
fo rth  the position of "w holeheart­
ed support to the program  of tlie 
W ar Production Board,”  "w hole­
hearted devotion to t iie  P resi­
dent’s W ar P rogram ”  and pledg­
ing to " ro u t out . . . disruptei-3 
and fom enters of na tiona l d is­
u n ity .”

A t th is  po in t, the few S ta lin is t 
delegates at the convention came 
alive. Several of them  began to 
raise tiie  question of demanding a 
“ W estern F ro n t.”  M u rra y  ju s t 
brushed them aside, and they re­
ceived l i t t le  encouragement from  
the convention. A ll the satisfac­
tion  the S ta lin is ts  fin a lly  got, was 
a reso lu tion passed la te r on ask­
ing  the CIO Executive Board “ to 
give consideration to the ques­
tio n .”

The next reso lution was on 
“ AFL-CIO  Cooperation.”  T h is  re­
so lu tion urged a greater measure 
of collaboration w ith  the A F L  
through the W ar Labor V ic to ry  
Board, but avoided any reference

persuaded h im  to  keep a one- 
do lla r b ill.  “ L is ten, lady ,”  he 
said earnestly  as he was leaving, 
“ th is  is on ly a loan. You w il l  
get i t  back.”

C. RO BIN SO N , 
Chicago, 111.

to organic un ity . In  his rem arks 
on th is  reso lution, M urray  in d i­
cated tha t the c ra ft union chiefs 
were s t i l l  opposed to in d u s tria l 
organ ization:

The m a tte r o f ob ta in ing  o r­
ganic u n ity  has its  obstacles. 
There are de fin ite  d iff ic u lt ie s  to 
be met w ith , and they are, per­
haps, the same kind o f d ifficu ltie s  
th a t the CIO had to  meet w ith  
back in  1935.”

A N  IN S P IR IN G  E V E N T
The most in s p ir in g  po in t of the 

convention was reached in  the dis­
cussion on the reso lutions against 
J im  Crow d isc rim in a tio n  in  in ­
dustry, government and the a rm ­
ed forces and against the poll- 
tax system in  the South.

The ro le o f the Negro delegates 
a t the convention was ou tstand­
ing . There were about 75 Negro 
delegates. They pa rtic ipa ted  in 
a ll the discussions, and proved to  
be the most, a rticu la te  and m il i­
ta n t w orkers a t the convention. 
Several o f them, who spoke on 
the an ti-d isc rim in a tion  and po ll- 
tax  resolutions, received sponta­
neous, s tand ing ovations from  
the convention.

One Negro delegate, who in s p ir­
ed such an ovation, an officer of 
a Chicago local, indicated tha t 
increasing trade union leadership 
is com ing from  the ranks of tiie  
oppressed Negro workers.

“ So fa r as rac ia l d isc rim in a ­
tion  is concerned in  my local,”  he 
stated, " i t  is scarcely noticed, but 
in  the p lant in  w h ich  1 w o rk  there 
are on ly  nine Negroes, e ight of 
whom are in the union, five of 
whom are ho ld ing office. I have 
been the president since 1937. 
w ith o u t any opposition.”

Other delegates, both Negro and 
w hite , evoked great applause 
when they declared tha t the re­
solu tion against d isc rim ina tion  
should be more titan  a m atter of 
lip-service and th a t the- union 
should take specific steps to  com­
bat every concrete m anifestation 
of Jim-Crowism.

C O N S T IT U T IO N  D E B A T E
Throughout, the firs t two days 

of the convention, there were 
sudden l i t t le  oppositional flare- 
ups on various issues, bu t M u r­
ray p rom ptly  squelched them  be­

fore they could make any head­
way.

B ut tiie  real upsurge came d u r­
ing tlte  debate on the constitu ­
tion, the m ain business of the 
convention. T h e  C onstitu tion  
Committee did  not make its  re­
port u n t il late on the th ird  (lay 
of t iie  convention. By th is  tim e, 
M urray was u rg in g  the conven­
tion  to greater and greater speed, 
obviously anxious to avoid any 
debate or opposition.

The delegates were handed a 
prin ted  copy o f the proposed con­
s titu t io n  and asked to begin v o t­
ing  on i t  a t once w ith o u t any 
o p po rtu n ity  to  read or study i t  
in  advance. There was an im m e­
diate pro test from  several dele­
gates. A  m otion  to  recess fo r  
one-half hour was made, bu t M u r­
ray  sharp ly  opposed it .  On his 
insistence the m otion was de feat­
ed, a lthough there was a strong  
voice fo r  fhe recess.

As the in it ia l a rtic les  and sec­
tions of the proposed cons titu tion  
were read, i t  became clear to 
many of the delegates th a t i t  was 
designed to place a ll power in  the
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hands of the in te rna tiona l presi­
dent, tha t is, M urray.

“ D E M O C R A TIC  L IC E N S E ”
A rum ble spread through the 

convention ha ll when a constitu ­
tiona l provis ion was introdubed 
g iv in g  the in te rna tiona l president 
sole power to "appoin t, direct, 
suspend, or remove, such organ iz­
ers, representatives, agents and 
employees as he may deem nec­
essary" and to fix  th e ir  salaries.

Many of the delegates had come 
expressly instructed by th e ir  lo ­
cals to demand tiie  election of o r­
ganizers and s im ila r  functiona­
ries, because of th e ir  sad exper­
iences w ith  the k in d  o f organiz­
ers M urray  had th ru s t on them.

Only one delegate had had the 
chance to speak when M urray 
stepped in  to head o ff the storm.

Here was not even lip-service 
to democracy. M urra y  argued 
tha t the un ion was “ on ly  s ix  years 
o ld ." “ We cannot run  the gamut 
of dem ocratic procedure to the 
po in t of license. You are on ly ta k ­
in g  the firs t step in  the d irec tion  
of a democratic set-up. Good as 
your in tentions, you should not 
assume the hazard of p lacing the 
union in  jeopardy. And th a t’s 
w hat you would do i f  you th rew  
th is  convention in to  confusion 
and tr ie d  to elect organizers, etc.”

Several delegates took the flo o r, 
enum erating the bad experiences 
they had had w ith  the machine- 
picked organizers. Before the de­
bate could get w e ll under way, 
M u rra y ’s men on the flo o r began 
c lam oring fo r  the vote, which 
M u rra y  ha s tily  pu t. T h is  tim e, 
over 150 delegates arose to vote 
against M u rray .

Then M urra y  and his lieu te ­
nants began d r iv in g  fo r greater 
speed, discouraging debate, re ­
m ind ing  the delegates th a t th is  
was the last day o f the conven­
tion . B u t the greatest resistance 
was yet to come. T h is  was on 
the question of dues and per ca­
p ita  to the in te rna tiona l.

T H E  H O T TE S T  IS S U E
One of the p rinc ip a l organiza­

tiona l grievances of the ra n k  and 
file has been the heavy per-capit.a 
they m ust pay the in te rna tiona l. 
75 cents out of each do lla r of 
m on th ly  dues. As a resu lt of th is, 
most o f the local unions, pa rticu ­

la r ly  those w ith  less than 5,000 
members, have l i t t le  or no funds 
w ith  wh ich to operate and o r­
ganize locally.

Hundreds of the delegates had 
come to the convention instructed 
by th e ir  locals to vote fo r a 60-40 
d iv is ion  of dues, instead of tiie  
old 75-25 div is ion.

No sooner was tiie  section on 
the 75-25 arrangem ent fo r cl u e s 
read, than pandemonium broke 
loose. A great shout broke out: 
"H ere i t  comes! Here i t  com es!" 
H a lf the convention was on the 
floo r c lam oring fo r recognition.

B ut there was no oppo rtun ity  
fo r  debate. M u rra y  stepped tip to 
the m icrophone w ith - the words, 
"N ow  I ’m going to do a l i t t le  b litz ­
k rie g  on m y own.”

Thereupon he scored the rank 
and f ile  delegates fo r  a fu l l  h a lf 
hour. He to ld  them  th a t anyone 
who voted aga inst the per capita 
proposed by h im  was w o rk ing  to 
"underm ine and destroy our 
union.”  He p ictured the  in te r ­
na tiona l o ffice rs  w ith  th e ir  hands 
tied, and visualized the h a lt in g  
o f a ll w o rk  o f union expansion. 
B u t he was re a lly  ta lk in g  against 
the very basis o f union democ­
racy, which is dependent on the 
power and s treng th  o f the local 
unions and th e ir  a b ility  to  func­
tion  p roperly . The rea l issue was 
whether the union is to  be b u ilt 
from  the top down, or the bottom 
up.

No delegate spoke a fte r M u r­
ray finished. I t  appeared tha t he 
had silenced' a ll opposition. The 
vote was called. So strong was the 
“ N o !”  voice vote, tha t M u rra y  was 
forced to call fo r a standing vote. 
T h is  was a method favorable to 
M urray, fo r m any delegates were 
a fra id  to expose themselves. Nev­
ertheless, some 300 delegates 
stood up and openly voted in  op­
position to M urray.

V IT A L  Q U E S TIO N S
The great shortcom ing of tiie 

convention was tile  fa ilu re  to 
prope rly  discuss any of the basic 
economic issues con fron ting  the 
steel workers. The cruc ia l ques 
tions of wage increases and union 
security  did not come on the floo r 
of t iie  convention u n t il the very 
tail-end, in  the last ha lf hour of 
F rida y  n igh t's  extra session.

W hile  M urra y  had expressed 
h im se lf at one po in t in  the con­
vention against wage freezing, 
tiie  specific question o f the do lla r- 
a-tlay wage demands in  L it t le  
Steel and the demand f o r  t It e 
un ion shop were de libera te ly  b u r i­
ed throughout most of the conven­
tion,

A t  the la s t moment, a wage 
p o l i c y  reso lu tion, con ta in ing 
many correct fea tu res inc lud ing 
the re a ffirm a tio n  o f the do lla r- 
a-day increase demand, was hast­
i ly  read to the convention. There 
was no op po rtu n ity  fo r  discus­
sion. There was no im p lem ent­
in g  program  offe red fo r  w inn ing  
the demands. A  qu ick vote was 
taken, and the convention was 
then adjourned. I t  was obvious 
th roughout the  convention th a t 
M u rra y  did not care to  place any 
emphasis on the v ita l issues o f 
wages and union security .

The results and significance of 
the convention can be b rie fly  
summarized.

In  itse lf, the establishm ent o f 
an in te rna tiona l steel workers in ­
du s tria l un ion w ith  its  own elect­
ed officers m arks a great h is to ric  
achievement of the Am erican la ­
bor movement, c row n ing  a s trug ­
gle of more than h a lf a cen tu ry  
aga inst the greatest open-shop 
in te rests in the country.

W h ile  the steel w orkers did 
not secure the k ind o f dem ocratic 
union based on m ilitan t, policies 
which they desired, they demon­
stra ted at th is  convention th e ir  
g row ing  w ill and de term ination  
to  bu ild  such a union.

I t  was clear tha t the steel w o rk ­
ers fa iled to secure an effective 
program  to defend th e ir  in terests 
because they are in the contrad ic­
to ry  position of t ry in g  to w in  
economic gains w h ile  upho ld ing a 
union leadership w h ich  is con­
s ta n tly  re trea ting  before t h e 
bosses and government.

B u t the lessons o f th is  conven­
tion  have been driven  home to 
hundreds of the delegates who 
pa rtic ipa ted in  it. They are be­
g in n in g  to see the need fo r a clear 
cut m il ita n t  and progressive pro­
gram. In  the coming period, they 
w il l  fo rm u la te  tha t program  and 
find fo r i t  a warm  response among 
the ranks of the steel workers.

Dunne Returns To 
Washington In  
Last L a p O f Tour
Speaks at Banquet 
In Seattle, Open 
Meet’g In Tacoma

SEATTLE, Wash., May 24. 
— V. R. Dunne, Minnesota la­
bor leader and one of the 18 
convicted in the Minneapolis 
"sedition”  trial, was welcomed 
on his return trip  to the state 
of Washington by two extreme­
ly successful affairs held in 
Seattle and Tacoma last week. 
Dunne is now on the concluding 
lap o f his nationw ide to u r o f the 
C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee, 
wh ich is m ob iliz in g  labo r and 
public suppo rt fo r  the M inneapo­
lis  defendants.

In  Seattle a banquet honoring 
Dunne was held a t the Church 
o f the People; i t  was sponsored 
by the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
Un ion and the local branch of 
the CRDC.

Seventy-nine people attended 
the banquet and a fte r  hearing 
Dunne ex'plain the issues in the 
M inneapolis case, about 30 s ig n ­
ed up to aid the w o rk  o f the 
CRDC.

State Senator M a ry  F arquhar- 
son, cha irm an o f the local A C L U , 
welcomed Dunne and spoke o f the 
danger to  c iv il libe rties  fro m  the 
1940 Sm ith  "G ag A c t,”  under 
which the M inneapolis defend­
ants were found g u ilty .  F red W . 
Shorter, cha irm an o f the local 
CRDC, then introduced Dunne 
and spoke o f his respect fo r  
Dunne as a person and fo r  the 
fine w ork  he was doing.

The audience was composed o f 
rank and file  A F L  and CIO mem ­
bers, members o f the A C L U , 
N A A C P , FOR, U rban League, 
IW W  and fa c u lty  members o f the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f W ashington. M any 
o f the above groups plan to act 
upon endorsement o f the w o rk  of 
the  CRDC a t th e ir  nex t meeting.

A  collection o f more than $20 
was taken a t the banquet and a 
g re a t deal o f lite ra tu re  was sold.

TA C O M A  M E E T IN G  
H E L D  IN  CIO H A L L

The Tacoma CRDC, under the

W orkers '
F ORUM



Behind the West Coast Evacuations
Bankers Profit From Driving Japanese-American Citizens Into Concentration Camps

How to Fight Army Jim Crow
F o r e igh t weeks Judge P h ilip  F orm an o f the 

U n ited  States D is tr ic t  C ourt tr ie d  to  ge t Donald 
W aym an S ullivan, a N egro who lived in N ew ark, 
N . J., to  reconsider his a tt itu d e  to  being d ra fte d  
in to  the arm y.

S u llivan had refused to go in to  the a rm y  be­
cause i t  would segregate h im  in to  a separate 
N egro  reg im en t and tre a t h im  as a d iffe re n t k ind 
o f person sole ly because his sk in  is da rke r than 
th a t o f some “ w h ites.”

Judge Form an lead  th in gs  to  S u llivan  and 
pleaded w ith  h im  and so on. He gave h im  H i t ­
le r ’s “ Mein K a m p f”  to  read, and showed th a t 
H it le r  had called Negroes “ ha lf-apes.”  F in a lly , 
the judge, p repa ring  to announce sentence on 
S u llivan, asked:

‘How can you s it  id ly  by and say ‘ I  w il l 
not raise my f in g e r aga inst the man who th in ks  
m y race is on ly h a lf hum an?’ "

A nd S u llivan  answered: “ There are a lo t  of 
people over here th a t agree w ith  h im  ( H it le r ) . ”  

So the judge sentenced him  to  three years in  
a federa l prison.

There were o f course some unusual aspects 
to th is  p a rtic u la r case. M ost judges don’t  spend 
e ig h t weeks t r y in g  to  convince people to go 
in to  the a rm y. F urthe rm ore , i t  developed in  the 
course o f the case th a t S u llivan  had some years 
ago attem pted on numerous occasions to en lis t 
in the navy in any capacity  o ther than mess 
a ttendan t and th a t he had been repeatedly re ­
jected because he was a Negro.

B u t on the whole, the S u llivan  case is ty p ic a l 
o f a ll those in v o lv in g  Negroes who object to 
the  d ra ft  because o f the a rm y ’s segregation 
d isc rim ina tion  po lic ies. I t  can the re fo re  serve as 
the basis fo r  a discussion o f the fa r  m ore im ­
p o rta n t question: How  can the Negro people suc­
cessfu lly  ca rry  on the  s tru g g le  to  achieve fu l l  
equa lity?

Our Sympathies Lie With 
Sullivan

In  the d ispute between S u llivan  and the judge 
representing the governm ent, a ll ou r sym pathies 
are o f course w ith  S u llivan. H is act was one 
th a t showed no t on ly  courage, b u t the desire to 
make a p ro test aga inst the whole vicious system 
o f J im  Crow ism . S u llivan  is  a thousand tim es 
r ig h t  when he po in ts  ou t th a t there are p len ty  
o f people in  th is  coun try  who share H it le r ’s ra ­
c ia l theories. As a m a tte r o f fac t, he could have 
to ld  the judge th a t the J im  Crow elements in 
th is  coun try  practiced rac ia l d isc rim ina tion  
aga inst the N egro people before H it le r  was even 
born, and th a t H it le r  on ly  had to  bo rrow  and 
adap t the J im  Crow methods which keep the 
ru l in g  class in power in  the South and the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  in office in  W ashing ton, He could 
also have to ld  the judge th a t the ch ie f d if fe r ­
ence between H it le r  and the Am erican J im  Crow 
elements on th is  question is th a t H it le r  openly 
says th a t the Nes-'ro people are ha lf-hum an, 
w h ile  the J im  Crow elements tre a t the Negro 
people as though they were ha lf-hum an.

Nevertheless, there is a d iffe rence between a 
pre test and an e ffec tive  pro test. A nd we m ust 
have no illusions th a t J im  Crow ism  can be abol­
ished in  the a rm y by a p ro test such as S u lliva n ’s. 
I ts  on ly  im m ediate re su lt is  to  remove a brave 
f ig h te r  fo r  N egro e q ua lity  fro m  the arena o f 
active s tru g g le  aga inst J im  Crow ism .

B ut, some people may say, suppose i t  was 
more than one person who did w h a t S u llivan  did, 
suppose there were many who fo llowed his ex­
ample? W ouldn ’t  tha t be effective?

In  the f irs t  place, a re a lis tic  exam ination  o f 
the s itua tion  shows th a t there is l i t t le  po ss ib ility  
o f a mass movem ent o f Negroes in th is  d irection. 
M ost Negroes are d issa tis fied  w ith  the w ay they 
are treated, bu t fo r  a num ber o f d iffe re n t rea­
sons they are no t ready to  go to  ja i l  as S u llivan  
did o r are no t convinced th a t such a course would 
help the s itua tion  any.

Would Pose Question of Power
Secondly, and th is  is much more im p o rtan t, 

the governm ent i f  faced w ith  such a movement 
w ould take much s tronger repressive measures 
and proceed to crack down w ith  a ll the power a t 
its  disposal. The ru l in g  class would undoubtedly 
m obilize te rro r is tic  gangs such as the K u  K lu x  
K la n  to launch a pogrom  aga inst the  whole N e­
g ro  people. A l l  th is  would pose the  question o f 
power —  who is to  con tro l the governm ent? The 
governm ent o f course would f ig h t  to  the las t 
d itch  on th is  question. B u t w h a t about the N e­
g ro  people?

Unless they were prepared to  f ig h t back w ith  
the same kind o f determ ined s trugg le , they would 
s u ffe r a crush ing defeat, and i f  a n y th in g  th e ir 
conditions would be worse than they are now.

So you can see th a t a mass movem ent fo llo w ­
in g  S u lliva n ’s example would be faced w ith  a ll 
the questions th a t face a re vo lu tio n a ry  move­
ment. I t  would f i r s t  o f a li have to  recognize the 
decisive character o f its  f ig h t,  and have a clear 
idea o f its  goal, the ove rth row  o f the oppressors 
o f the Negro people. I t  would have to  have an 
experienced re vo lu tio n a ry  leadership. A nd  i t  
would have to have the support o f the m a jo r ity  
o f the w o rk in g  class, both w h ite  and Negro, o r 
i t  would go down to defeat.

W hatever else m ay be said about the present 
s itu a tio n ,-a lm o s t everyone w il l  agree th a t there 
is a t th is  tim e  no- such Negro movem ent w ith  
a revo lu tiona ry  perspective o r revo lu tiona ry  lead­
ership. To undertake such a course under these 
conditions then, would be to  in v ite  sure d isaster.

I t  should also be noted, in c iden ta lly , th a t the 
on ly way such a movement could be even theo­
re tic a lly  successful would be by a s trugg le . Pas­
sive resistance, pacifism  and a ll th a t go w ith  
them would have to be qu ick ly  discarded once 
the f ig h t began to involve the masses. T h is  in 
its e lf  is  an a rgum ent against such in d iv id u a lis tic  
acts o f pro test —  which are fu t i le  when they 
are no t im ita ted  by others, and have to  be aband­
oned when they are.

King G eorge's Face And 
His American Subjects

I ch ie fly  to observe the a ttitu d e  o f 
| the natives tow ard  pay ing  tr ib u te  

to the k ing . B u t ap pa ren tly  the 
B r it is h  o ffic ia ls  had learned a les­
son and were avo id ing the pos­
s ib il i ty  o f dem onstrations.

O nly w'hen the show' wras over 
and the lig h ts  pu t on, did they 
flash  the k in g ’s face o-n the screen 
and s ta r t  p la y in g  “ God Save the 
K in g .”  B y  th is  tim e  everyone had 
aix-eady arisen to  leave. In  th is  
way th in gs  are so arranged th a t 
everyone stands up fo r  the k ing .

I  th in k  i t  would be fa ir  to  say 
th a t th is  is a typ ica l B r it is h  im ­
p e r ia lis t so lu tion o f the problem  
o f na tive  discontent, as w e ll as 
a m an ifes ta tion  th a t the na tive  
people no longer have the s lig h t­
est confidence in th e ir  ru le rs .

African Natives Enslaved In 
Name of ‘War for Democracy’

actua l evacuations. The evacu­
ees are p ic tu red  as good citizens 
who are m aking  th e ir  sacrifice  
fo r  na tiona l defense. S toi’ies o f 
the e ffo r ts  o f the  Chamber o f 
Commerce to  t ig h te n  up the alien 
land law's are reserved fo r  the 
inside pages.

The an ny , having herded the

The peoples of Europe are 
subjected to a ferocious oppres­
sion by German imperialism 
and we are entirely with them 
in their struggle against the

What’s New About 
The ‘New Order’?
H itle r  calls i t  a “ new order” —  
bu t in fa c t there is no th ing  new 
about it.

A  recent re p o rt o f the The In ­
te rna tion a l Transpox-t W orke rs ’ 
Federation reveals th a t w a r p ro ­
fite e rin g  is ju s t as widespread in 
France since 1940 as i t  was be- 
foi-e or as i t  is today in  the U n i­
ted States and B r ita in . I t  says:

“ Q uotations o f lead ing stocks 
have risen 250 to  300% between 
the period p r io r  to the c o u n try ’s 
collapse in 1940 and the S pring  
o f 1942. On the o the r hand, 
w orkers and a ll those dependent 
on th e ir  d a ily  earnings axe s ta rv -

'A n  investiga tion  . . .  o f Tou­
louse and Lyons shows th a t the 
Governm ent - decreed m in im um  
wages ax-e not su ffic ie n t fo r  bare 
necessities, and even these m in i­
mum rates are not obsex-ved. In  
Toulouse, 41.9 per cent o f w o rk ­
ers eai-n less than 1000 fx-ancs 
($23.50) a m onth .”

Baltimore Cops Charge That Drunkenness 
Is Responsible for Negro Dissatisfaction

Hitlerian satraps.
However, H itler did not in­

vent forced labor. He only fol­
lows the example of the good 
“ democracies.”  F rom  the Belg ian 
Congo a dispatch o f la s t M arch 
te lls  us:

“ The Governor-General o f the 
B e lg ian Congo, M . R ijckm ans, 
has signed a decree w hich comes 
im m ed ia te ly  in to  force, as long 
as h o s tilit ie s  las t, and w ith o u t 
p re jud ic ing  the ob liga tions a l­
ready la id  down fo r  na tive d is­
tr ic ts . A i l  male ad u lt able-bodied 
natives o f the B e lg ian Congo can 
be obliged to  devote th e ir  ener­
gies to the cu ltiva tio n , ha rvesting  
and picking- o f a g r ic u ltu ra l p rod­
ucts recognized by the Governor 
General as being necessary to  the 
w a r e ffo r ts .”

The ‘‘ob liga tions already la id  
clown”  required the natives to  do 
60 days of unpaid forced labor per 
year. Now they can Ik- sub ject­
ed to complete s lavery at. the d is ­
cretion o f the Governor-General. 
And th is  s lavery is ju s tif ie d  by 
the in te rests o f the “ w ar fo r  
democracy.”  The s trangest th in g  
about th is  “ democracy”  th a t the 
A fr ic a n  people are ordered to  de­
fend is th a t they themselves are 
not allowed to  en joy any o f it .

A no the r g re a t “ dem ocrat,”  the 
ro y a lis t General de Gaulle, re ­
cen tly  de livered a grand speech 
on lib e rty . You can easily im a g ­
ine the sty le , no need to  g ive quo­
ta tions. B u t where did he make 
th is  speech on the blessings o f 
lib e rty ?  A t  B razzav ille , th a t is, 
in  the center o f the slave e x p lo it­
a tion  o f the A fr ic a n  na tive  people 
by the “ F ree”  French. , .

deed, and ne ithe r the Governor 
no r the State Leg is la tu re  w i l l  be 
under a iiy  ob liga tions to ca rry  
them out. M il ita n t  Negroes here 
have no illus ions about th is  com­
m ission w h ich  includes the ch ie f 
o f personnel and em ploym ent a t 
the Glenn L . M a rt in  A irc ra f t  
Co., who fo r  years has to ld  Ne­
groes they can’t  w o rk  a t his fa c ­
to ry .

W H A T  A B O U T  T H E  
S E G R E G A TIO N  P R O B LE M ?

O f course, no p a r t o f the  ad­
m in is tra tio n  has a w ord  to say 
on the question o f segregation. 
The crowded liv in g  conditions o f 
th is  war-boom  tow n bi-ing d is­
ease and death to  both w h ite  and 
N egro ; bu t the death ra te  among 
the segregated Negroes in th is  
c ity  is 60% h igh e r than among 
whites. Those responsible fo r  
con tinu ing  these conditions are 
k i l l in g  o f f  m any thousands o f 
Negroes more than the police de­
pa rtm ent.

W hatever the Negro people 
have gained anywhere in the w ay 
o f be tte r jobs, be tte r housing and 
g re a te r respect fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts , 
they have won on ly by s trugg le , 
by dem onstrations, by m ilita n t 
o rgan iza tion . Now  th a t the la ­
bor- movement/ has made good 
strides fo rw a rd  in  th is  c ity , the 
Negro people w i l l  f in d  i t  in  th e ir  
own in te res t to  look upon the 
unions as th e ir  a llies, and to  co­
operate w ith  them  in the solu­
tion  o f th e ir  jo in t  problem s. In  
the d irec tion  o f N egro -labor u n ity  
lies the so lu tion  o f the problems 
o f the N egro  people.

Belgian Labor 
Party Adopts 
A Program

One heai-s l i t t le  o f the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l in  these tem pestu­
ous tim es. However, a precious 
document has ju s t  a rrived . I t  is 
so precious in  fa c t, th a t i t  should 
be included in  the te x t  books o f 
fu tu re  generations to  show how 
people die in te lle c tu a lly , a lthough 
th e ir  bodies continue to  live . 
T h is  docum ent is the p rogram  o f 
the B e lg ian  Labor Pai-ty, recent 
ly  revealed in  London by fo rm e r 
Labor M in is te r A r th u r  W aters :

“ The program  lis ts  projected 
in te rn a l e lectora l and adm in is­
tra tiv e  re fo rm s and specifies tha t 
the-m onarch ica l system be re ta in ­
ed bu t on the basis that the k ing  
rules, no t governs’ and th a t the 
system be governed by na tu ra l 
in terest.

“ P riva te  in it ia t iv e  w il l  lie en­
couraged, according to  the p ro ­
jected program , b u t measures 
m ust be taken to  p reven t the 
‘h a rm fu l in fluence ’ o f monopo­
lies.”

To g ive m ora l advice to  the 
K in g , th a t is the answer o f these 
“ Socia lists”  to the tasks o f our 
epoch!

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

ON THE WORKERS’ 
BOOKSHELF

IL L  FA R E S  T H E  L A N D  by Carey M cW illiam s. 
L it t le ,  B row n and Company, Boston, 1942. 419 
pages. $3.00.

P a rt o f th is , in te re s tin g  docum ent is a i-esult 
o f the find ings o f the L a F o ile tte  Com m ittee, 
w h ich opened its  hearings in  C a lifo i-n ia  in  De­
cember, 1939 to investiga te  reports  o f v io la tions 
o f c iv il libe rties , pa i-ticu la rly  w ith  i-egard to  
a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rkers . I t  is easy to  see, on read­
in g  M cW illia m s ’ s to ry , w hy  the c a p ita lis t press 
did no t g ive w ider p u b lic ity  to the investigatox-s’ 
in fo rm a tio n . I t  does no t m ake p re tty  reading.

I n . th is  book the au tho r describes the indus­
t r ia l  revo lu tion  in  agricultux-e and its  e ffe c t on 
the “ two types o f a g r ic u ltu ra l m ig ra n ts : the de­
pression or rem oval m ig ra n ts , and the ha b itua l 
o r m ig ra to ry  w o rke r —  both v ic tim s  o f the in ­
d u s tria l x-evolution in  a g ric u ltu re .”

The pux-ely fa c tu a l m a te ria l he presents reads 
like  fa n ta s tic  f ic t io n ; tw o  m illio n  men, women 
and ch ildren on the roads o f the  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
South, seeking fa rm  jobs th a t don’t  ex is t. F ro th  
M aine to Mexico, fro m  the F lo rid a  marshes to  
the S tate o f W ashing ton, the m ig ra to ry  hordes 
o f cotton pickers, beet harvesters, b e rry  p ickers 
and the others s tragg le  in  a never-ending and 
pro fitless s tru g g le  —  ju s t  to  keep a live ! T h is  
a rm y o f M exican, Negro- and poor-w h ite  fa m ilie s  
live  fro m  yea r to year in  constant stax-vation 
and disease w h ile  ga th e rin g  the f ru its  o f the 
land they no longer can t i l l .

H is  thesis o f the in d u s tr ia l revo lu tion  in  a g r i­
cu ltu re , M cW illiam s  am p ly  suppox-ts w ith  fac ts  
and figu res . He po in ts o u t the na tion-w ide tend­
ency tow ard consolidation o f land in to  la rge  op­
e ra tin g  un its , w h ich  has been ga in in g  m om entum  
d u rin g  the past ten years: the g re a tly  incx-eas- 
ing  num ber o f la rge  fa rm s  w ith  a cox-respond­
in g  decrease in  the num ber o f sm a lle r fax-ms 
th a t occurred d u rin g  the decade o f 1930-40. T h is  
and o ther data take on co lo rfu l i f  tra g ic  mean­
ing  in the desex-iptions o f the thousands o f fa m i­
lies upx-ooted by the concentra tion o f cap ita l on 
the land.

The beginnings o f the in d u s tr ia l revo lu tion  
were noticeable befox-c the f irs t  Wox-ld W a r; M c­
W illia m s  te lls  about the “ revo lu tion  in  Texas”  
as revealed in  the hearings o f the  W a lsh  Com ­
m ission on In d u s tr ia l Relations in  1915, bu t 
a fte r  1917 no one l-emembered the tes tim ony. 
-‘ In  1915, the tenant-and-cropper system was ob­
v ious ly  on the vei-ge o f com plete collapse. B u t 
transpo i'ta tion  fa c ilit ie s  were no t w e ll developed; 
i t  was no t easy to  escape fro m  serfdom . Instead 
o f flee in g  to C a lifo rn ia , tenants organized. W h a t 
they m ig h t have been able ter accom plish in  th e ir  
own behalf, i f  the W orld  W a r had n o t in tervened, 
cannot o f coux-se, be said. B u t th a t they were 
reaching tow a rd  an e ffec tive  so lu tion  seems 
plausible. . .”

A l l  the ev ils  in  the conditions o f a g r ic u ltu ra l 
w orkers under the c a p ita lis t system , have o f 
coui-se become h ig h ly  in tens ified  under the w a r 
program . O vern igh t, reports  M cW illiam s , the 
governm ent bought thousands o f acx-es o f land 
fo r  its  w a r needs, and in  m any cases gave the 
fa rm ers  tw o weeks to  h it  the road. These fa rm ­
ers did no t x-eceive compensation fro m  the gov­
ernm ent, because the land did no t belong to  them . 
N e ith e r did they receive any k in d  o f stipend ox- 
g rubstake fro m  th e ir  absentee landlords. They 
wei-e s im p ly  set a d r if t  to  jo in  the th rongs o f 
o ther dispossessed fa rm ers  suddenly forced to 
seek another w ay o f m aking  a liv in g . A l l  socia l 
problem s o f the m ig ra to ry  w o rkers  are sha rp ­
ened by the w a r px-ogx-am: health , education, 
housing, dem ora liza tion . Thex-e are 250,000 
m ig ra n t ch ildren in  the na tion  today w ith o u t 
school opportun ities . D ysentery, pe llag ra , syph­
ilis , even leprosy, have broken ou t in m any m i­
g ra n t camps.

B y  now, suggests the au thor, considex-ation o f 
the a g r ic u ltu ra l problem s should have pi-ogrcssed 
fx-om ta lk  to action. He does no t believe i t  is 
necessary to  go so fa r  as to  nationa lize  land, 
b u t “ i f  ou r po licy  is to  fo rce  the land to sup­
p o rt a lax-ge popu la tion  in  ox-dcr to  m in im ize 
re lie f  costs, then social con tro l o f land is essen­
t ia l . ”  Am ong the suggestions M cW illiaxns o ffe rs  
are : land leasing associations financed by  the  
federa l governm ent; the recogn ition  o f the 
“ r ig h t  to  re lie f”  on the basis o f need and n o t o f 
residence; an alliance between the “ under h a lf ”  
o f Am erican a g ric u ltu re  and organized labor, 
w ith  labor re a liz in g  th a t the re  is no t one fa rm  
group b u t tw o  —  “ the spectacle o f the A F L  and 
CIO s it t in g  in  conference w ith  the Associated 
Farm ers o f C a lifo rn ia  is ra th e r lud icrous.”

The po litica l problem  in  a g ric u ltu re  is th a t 
“ fa rm  labor and fa rm  m ig ra n t gi-oups are no t 
adequately represented, e ith e r fu n c tio n a lly  o r 
p o lit ic a lly  in  our scheme o f th in g s .”  In  la rge  
measure th is  is because they are no t organized. 
The Grange and F arm ers U n ion  do “ fo r  the m ost 
pa rt, re a lly  x-epx-esent fa rm e rs ”  b u t the power­
fu l Am erican F a rm  Bureau is a “ com pany un ion”  
o f fa rm ers  —  the in it ia l fun d  fo r  the ox-ganiza- 
tion  came fro m  the Lackaw anna Railx-oad and 
the Chicago Boax-d o f Trade, and was fox-med fo r  
the expx-ess purpose o f keeping down unrest.

U t te r ly  devoid o f s e n tim e n ta lity  o r rom a n ti- 
cism x-egarding fa rm in g  as a “ w ay o f l i fe ” , w r i t ­
ten w ith o u t fe a r o f o ffe n d in g  the offcndei-s, th is  
book is a te rr ib le  in d ic tm e n t o f the c a p ita lis t sys­
tem  o f ru le  and ru in . The remedies M cW illiam s  
o ffe rs  ai-e n o t g iven as the on ly  possible so lu tion. 
Indeed, he seems to  say th a t h is proposals are 
offe red m ere ly  as a bridge to  a complete solu­
tio n : he does no t u rge a reversa l o f the  h is to r- 
ica l trend , le g is la tin g  the large-scale fa rm s  ou t 
of existence. The au tho r sums up:

“ U n ti l the masses o f the people ac tu a lly  ge t 
possession o f the re ins o f power, both economic 
and p o litica l, they w i l l  n o t be able to  create a 
dem ocratic non-exp lo ita tive  economic oi-der.”  

Th is is on ly  another name fo r  socialism .
Reviewed by D ina  Saunders.

By GORDON B A IL E Y

LOS ANGELES, Cal. — A m inority problem as acute as 
any in Europe is being created by the forced removal of Jap- 
anese-Americans from the Pacific Coast.

In a move unprecedented in U. S. history, American citi 
zens are being taken from their homes and transported to hast­
ily  constructed concentration camps.

From Los Angeles, caravans guarded by army jeeps daily 
bear Japanese-American families to the desolate Owens Rivet
Vailey. Here, in  tne mean: man 
zanar Reception Center, sur 
rounded by barbed w ire  and mile: 
o f a rid  wasteland, men, womei 
and ch ild ren  are liv in g  as v ir tu a  
w ar-p risone rs  o f th e ir  own gov 
ernm ent.

Evacuations are be ing enforcec 
by a rm y  o ffic ia ls  ac ting  under i 
p res iden tia l decree empowering 
them  to bar fro m  certa in  areas 
any person they consider unde­
sirab le . The a rm y  command has 
power to declare any d is tr ic t  t 
res tric ted  area and to  o rder th t 
rem oval o f  any residents. Nc 
reason need be g iven fo r  the  eva­
cuation, and A m erican c itizen ­
ship is no pro tection .

So fa r  the measure has been 
applied on ly  to Japanese-Amer- 
icahs and to enemy a liens: but 
m ilita n t w orkers, libe ra ls  o r “ un­
cooperative”  c itizens could be 
ousted s im ila r ly .

B E H IN D  T H E  E V A C U A T IO N S
A f te r  Pearl H a rbo r, the press 

whipped up an hys te rica l p ic ture 
o f a W est Coast invasion aided 
by Japanese-Am erican residents. 
The a d m in is tra tion  had to  make 
a decisive move to  show West 
Coast residents i t  was a le r t to 
th e ir  danger. The F B I rounded 
up a ll suspected enemy agents in 
the f i r s t  few  days o f the  w ar, 
bu t th is  was no t dem onstra tive 
enough to g ive the e ffe c t o f ener­
getic preparedness the adm in is­
tra tio n  was seeking to  o ffse t 
P earl H arbor.

Considerable pressure fo r  the 
ous ting  o f Japanese-Americans 
came, however, fro m  C a lifo rn ia  
Chambers o f Commerce, the 
Bank o f A m erica, and the reac­
tio n a ry  Associated Farm ers. 
These groups see in the  Japan­
ese-Am erican fa rm e r no t a m il i­
ta ry  menace, b u t an obstacle to  
th e ir  complete dom ination of 
C a lifo rn ia  ag ricu ltu re . T ak ing  
advantage o f the s itua tion  to  de-

mand th e ir  ousting  in the name 
o f "n a tio na l defense,”  C a lifo rn ia  
bankers hope to seize con tro l of 
the tru ck  gardening fie lds  vaca­
ted by the Japanese-Americans.

O rig in a lly  b rough t to Am erica  
as a supp ly o f cheap fa rm  labor, 
the Japanese proved u n w illin g  to 
serve as super-explo ited fa rm  
p ro le ta rians. Instead they turned 
to sm all scale tru c k  gardening.

F in d in g  new" com petito rs in ­
stead o f a cheap labo r supply, 
C a lifo rn ia  fa rm  in te rests passed 
laws aga inst Japanese land own­
ership. These laws were e ffec­
tive  aga inst the f i r s t  generation 
o f Japanese im m ig ran ts , b u t did 
no t p revent th e ir  A m erican born 
ch ild ren fro m  acqu iring  p rope rty .

The second and th ird  genera­
tion  Japanese-Americans devel­
oped the tru c k  garden ing  indus­
t r y  t i l l  in 1941, they were p ro ­
ducing 35% o f C a lifo rn ia ’s g a r­
den crop, and a to ta l produce 
w o rth  over $72,000,000. T w en ty  
seven thousand o r 55% o f a ll 
Japanese-Americans were en­
gaged in tru c k  garden ing o r m a r­
k e tin g  Vegetables. They oper­
ated 6118 fa rm s  to ta lin g  258,074 
acres: an average o f 42 acres to 
a fa rm .

La rge  scale m ach inery  could 
no t be employed on fa rm s  th a t 
size; on ly  sm all scale c u ltiva tio n  
and arduous stoop labo r was fe a ­
sible. W h ile  tru c k  garden ing re ­
mained a m in o r en terprise de­
pendent on fa m ily  cu ltiva tio n , the 
Japanese-Americans were undis­
turbed in th e ir  fie lds .

B A N K E R S  S A W  T I IE  HOPE
B u t la rge  scale fa rm in g  has 

become the fea tu re  o f C a lifo rn ia  
a g ricu ltu re  where corpora tions 
operate s ingle ranches as la rge 
as a couple o f counties. F a rm ­
ing here is a B ig  Business en­
te rp rise  e n ta ilin g  trem endous ca-

p ita l investm ent and thousands 
o f fa rm  laborers. C ontro l o f the 
cap ita l involved has passed in to  
the hands o f financiers centered 
in the Bank o f A m erica , who are 
seeking ever new fie lds  fo r  in ­
vestm ent and p ro fit .

Then came Pearl H a rbo r! —  
and the bankers saw hope. W ith  
the Japanese-Americans herded 
behind barbed w ire , the way 
would be cleared fo r  in d u s tr ia l­
ized ag ricu ltu re . The headlines 
th a t biared about the west coast 
Japanese menace since December 
7, re flected n o t on ly  public a larm , 
but also the Bank o f A m erica ’s 
hopes o f new fields fo r  conquest.

The speed o f evacuations is 
producing con trad ic tions in  the 
trend tow ard consolidation o f 
tru ck  gardening. Unemployed 
d ir t  fa rm ers  are being rushed to  
the vacated fa rm s  to  save sea­
son’s crops. Governm ent loans 
are being extended to  them  to  
m a in ta in  the fa rm s  in  production. 
The need fo r  an im m ediate in ­
crease in  food production  encour­
ages the governm ent’s po licy  o f 
m a in ta in in g  the sm all un its  as 
before.

Nevertheless signs o f consolid­
ation can be seen a lready. A  
corpora tion  has been form ed to 
operate ten sm all fa rm s  near 
Los Angeles as a 450 acre u n it. 
La rge r consolidations are in  p ro g ­
ress. Despite governm ent loans 
d ir t  fa rm ers  are no t ta k in g  over 
fa rm s in  la rge  num bers. Mean­
w h ile  Bank o f A m erica  cap ita l is 
pushing s tead ily  in to  the field.

P U B L IC  R E A C TIO N S
There have been ve ry  few  

m anifestations o f pub lic  support 
fo r  the evacuations. M ost peo­
ple fa i l  to  see w h y  en tire  fa m i­
lies should be cast in to  concen­
tra tion  camps to  fo i l  a fe w  pos­
sible saboteurs. T h is  is especial­
ly puzz ling  to  them  when the 
irm y  announces th a t none o f the 
evacuees are even suspected o f 
h o s tility : th a t po ten tia l enemies 
are be ing arrested and handled 
separately.

Ind ica tive  o f the pu b lic ’s true  
fee lings is the aid given by ne igh­
bors to  depa rting  evacuees. A id  
in packing, tem po ra ry  shelter, 
and useful item s o f a ll k inds are 
offe red to evacuees by neighbor's 
who knew the Japanese-A m eri­
cans on ly  as qu ie t good-m anner­
ed residents o f the neighborhood.

A  N is ie  (second generation 
Japanese-Am erican) student was 
elected president o f h is h igh  
school here on ly  a few  days a fte r  
Pearl H a rbo r. Students a t C ity  
College are co llec ting  toys and 
games fo r  ch ild ren a t M anzanar. 
O ffic ia ls  o f a union w ith  Japan­
ese members expressed h o s tility  
to the evacuations and declared 
these bro thers to be among the 
m ost devoted and m ost m il ita n t  
members.

A l l  th is  is re flected in  the' tone
nf iirp«;R ImnHlino* tiows nf flip

Japanese-Americans in to  concen- 
tra t io n  camps, does no t know 
w hat to  do w ith  them . P lans to 
settle  them in  in te r io r  states ai-e 
fa ll in g  throug'h as fa rm  in te rests 
there ob ject to  a possible source 
o f com petition. Idaho and Colo­
rado, re q u ir in g  considerable labor 
fo r  th e ir  beet fie lds, have o f fe r ­
ed to accept several thousands; 
bu t sta te  labo r bodies fe a r the 
in f lu x  o f cheap labor. Conditions 
under w h ich sem i-w ar prisoners 
w i l l  w o rk  on p riva te  fa rm s  have 
not ye t been form u la ted .

A tte m p ts  are being made to de­
velop a governm ent-sponsored 
guayule rubber p ro je c t a t M an­
zanar, bu t i t  is s t i l l  in  the p lan ­
n ing  stage. O bjections have been 
voiced to pay ing  the evacuees fo r  
th e ir  labor.

M eanw hile concentration camps 
are be ing ra p id ly  f ille d , new ones 
are being b u ilt, and an eventual 
50,000 men, women and ch ildren 
m ust be housed, fed, and gu a rd ­
ed by the a rm y. A c tua l adm in is­
tra t io n  o f the camps has been 
taken over by a governm ent fa rm  
agency.

Conditions a t M anzanar and 
the Reception Center a t the San­
ta  A n ita  Race tra c k  re fle c t the 
haste and ruthlessness o f the eva­
cuations. B arracks have been 
b u ilt  a t M anzanar, bu t stables 
serve as accommodations a t Santa 
A n ita . No one m ay leave the 
camps, and none hu t blood re la ­
tives w ith  passes m ay v is it  them :

even those conducting w e lfa re  
w o rk  are denied adm ittance. 
W h ile  a ttem pts  ai'e be ing made 
to  keep fa m ilie s  together, th is  is 
not always possible due to  v a ry ­
in g  evacuation dates and orders. 
No provis ions have ye t been made 
fo r  con tinu ing  the education of 
ch ild ren a b ru p tly  taken ou t of 
school. Physical d iscom forts  a t 
the camps are considerable, bu t 
the w o rs t burden o f the prison­
ers is the enforced idleness, 
which leads to boredom and de­
pression.

Reports o f poor conditions a t 
M anzanar became so w idespread 
th a t General De W itt,  in  charge 
o f evacuations, was forced to  de­
ny the charges. He a c tu a lly  ad­
m itted  th e ir  t ru th  by s ta tin g  
present conditions were tem po­
ra ry .

B u t w hateve r the conditions a t 
the camps m ay be now o r m ay 
become la te r, and w hateve r the 
u ltim a te  disposal o f the Japan­
ese-Americans, they have been 
cu t o f f  fro m  th e ir  previous eco­
nom ic bases, and w il l  be unable 
to re tu rn  to  them  a f te r  the w ar.

A nd so the s to ry  o f the Jap- 
anese-A m e r  i c a n evacuations 
stands today —  a repressive 
measure, based pu re ly  on rac ia l 
d isc rim in a tio n  a n d  m otiva ted 
c h ie fly  by the desire o f B ig  B usi­
ness fo r  add itiona l p ro fits , w h ich 
is presented as a necessary p a rt 
o f the “ w a r fo r  democracy.”

Police A d d  Slander 
To Jim Crow Brutality

BALTIM O RE, M d„ May 23. — Late last month 20(X) 
angry Negroes inarched on the state capital to demand of the 
Governor an immediate end to the beatings and killings of 
Negroes by Baltimore police. This week official action was be­
gun to whitewash and to "study”  the charges of police bruta lity 
that have aroused so much resentment among the Negro people 
here.

The local police department and courts had already white-
washed the cops involved in  re - S 
cent sensational cases. Now, in  
an a tte m p t to  d iv e rt a tten tion  
fro m  themselves, the police have 
begun to slander the Negx'o peo­
ple. A ccord ing  to  them , the on ly 
reason there  has been any troub le  
is because —  the Negro people 
d r in k  too much!

F an tas tic  as i t  m ay seem. Po­
lice Com m issioner S tanton called 
a hearing  a t wh ich witnesses, 
m ostly  cops, te s tif ie d  th a t the 
cause o f a il the un rest in  the 
N egro d is tr ic ts  comes fro m  the 
bars, taverns and package liq u o r 
stores. T ha t is the w ay the o ff i­
c ia l m ind sums up the problems 
o f 175,000 Negroes forced to  live  
in three square m iles o f w h a t is 
ch ie fly  s lum  te r r ito ry .

A DAN G E R O U S  S L A N D E R
The police hearing  was fo llo w ­

ed by another, staged by the 
State L iq u o r Board, w h ich ca r­
ried  on w ith  the same slander, 
p re tend ing th a t the m ounting  
wave o f d issa tis fac tion  in the N e­
g ro  d is tr ic ts  is due to too much 
w h isky. They know  better, bu t

n th is  w ay they  la y  the  ground 
’o r the add ition  o f more police 
,o the N egro areas.

The police departm ent, says the 
Baltim ore Sun. never mentions 
:he w ord  “ r io t , ”  b u t constan tly  
prepares fo r  it .  W ha t does th is  
means? W ha t k ind  o f “ r io t ”  are 
they expecting? L e t them hon­
estly te ll w hy they  th in k  there 
may be a “ r io t ”  and they w il l  
have to ad m it i t  is because N e­
groes are fed up w ith  police b ru ­
ta l i ty  and th e ir  m iserable liv in g  
conditions.

The N egro people o f B a ltim ore  
m ust beware lest the police seek 
some excuse fo r  a mass a ttack  on 
them ! They m ust denounce and 
expose everywhere the slander 
tha t th e ir  neighborhoods are the 
scenes o f drunken orgies.

As fo r  Governor O’Connor, his 
on ly  answer to  the M arch On A n ­
napolis has been to  appo in t a 
commission to  “ s tud y ”  the s itua ­
tion . Composed o f a ve ry  conser­
va tive  group o f people, i t  is  a 
sure th in g  th a t the com m ission’s 
recommendations w i l l  be m ild  in -

Bv a Correspondent
Shortly after the United | 

States entered the war, the job 
on which 1 was employed in 
South America came to an end, 
and 1 started back home. In 
the course of my somewhat 
leisurely trip  back, I observed 
two incidents which throw much 
light on the attitude of the 
A m erican colon ia l people tow a rd  
th e ir  B r it is h  ru le rs .

Georgetown, B r it is h  Guiana, 
was a p o r t  I  v is ited  in  the la tte r  
p a r t o f January. T h is  fa ir iy  old 
coastal town, w h ich pro jects o f f  
the no rtheast corner o f South 
Am erica, had w itnessed a local 
s tr ik e  by  the stevedores fo r  an 
increase in wages. The standard 
o f liv in g  o f the natives is even 
low er than th a t o f the poorest 
sharecroppers in our own south­
ern states. They had demanded 
a wage increase o f about sixpence 
a day, 12 cents, and i t  had taken 
several weeks fo r  the B r it is h  o f­
fic ia ls to g ive in  to  th is  sm all 
demand. The w a r has skyrocke t­
ed the cost o f liv in g  there, bu t 
wages w h ich  were too low  to  s ta r t 
w ith , did no t keep pace w ith  the 
rise  in prices —  ju s t as in  the 
U n ited States.

N A T IV E S  S A T  S T IL L
In  G eorgetown I  w en t to  a lo ­

cal movie. A t  the s ta r t  o f the 
main fea tu re  they  always flash  
a p ic tu re  o f K in g  George on the 
screen, and p iay  a sho rt re fra in  
fro m  “ God Save the K in g ,”  a t 
w h ich everyone is supposed to 
stand up.

T h is  n igh t, however, the fo r ­
m a lity  suffe red a casualty. The 
natives who are segregated and 
forced to s it  up fro n t in the mo­
vie, would not budge from  th e ir 
scats. F o r f ive  seconds there was 
a d is tin c t rum b lin g  o f voices 
from  the en tire  na tive  section o f 
the audience. In  the balcony the 
wh ites stood up. Then the main 
fea tu re  was s w ift ly  flashed on.

U su a lly  there is a fin e  o f £10 
($50) fo r  th is  “ in s u lt”  to  the na ­
tion a l anthem  and im p e ria l f ig ­
urehead. However, i t  was a fu l l  
200 natives who remained seated 
and fo r  th a t reason no one was 
arrested and the event was not 
m entioned in the local press. The 
fa c t th a t the poorly  pa id natives 
flaun ted  th is  com para tive ly  high 
fine is an ind ica tion  o f w h a t they 
feel about B r it is h  ru le .

E V E R Y O N E  S TA N D S
A lm o s t tw o  m onths la te r  1 

v is ited  P ort-A u -S pa in , T rin idad  
one o f the busiest po rts  in  the 
Caribbean w hich is now beinf 
developed as a U . S. a rm y  base 
Here I  w en t to  the movies again



THE M I L I T A N T
Published in the interests of the 

W orking People.

VO L. V I— No. 22 Saturday, May 30, 1942 

Published Weekly by
t h k  m i l i t a n t  P U B L IS H IN G  ASS’N 

e l 116 U n ive rs ity  p lace. New Terlc, N . I .
Telephone t A lyonau ln

Editor:
GEORGE B R E IT M A N

T H E  M IL IT A N T  follows the policy of perm it­
ting its contributors to present their own views 
in signed articles. These views therefore do not 
necessarily represent the policies of T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  which are expressed in its editorials.

B uH scrip tio ns : $2.00 per y e a r ; $1.00 fo r  a lx  montb». 
r o r d f f n :  $1.00 per year, $1.60 to r  s ix  m onths. B und le  
ertle re : t  eenta pe r copy In  the  U n ite d  S ta te » ; 4 cent» 
per copy In a l l  fo re ig n  ooun trlo *. S ing le  oopie»: 5 cent».

“ ReeDt-ered a« second clans m a tte r Feb rua ry  13, 1041 
at the post o ffice  a t New Y o rk , N. Y .. under the A c t o f 
M arch 3» 1870/»

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

b y  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trade  u n ion s . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  th e  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffic e rs .

2. T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T ra d e  U n ions .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

Memorial Day Massacre 
-  Five Years After

It was five years ago this May 30, on a warm 
and sunny Memorial Day, that a parade of sev­
eral hundred men, women and children, steel work­
ers and their families, marched across a large open 
field in Chicago toward the strike-bound Republic 
Steel plant.

They were marching to bring a message of 
unionism, of industrial freedom, to the non-union 
men and scabs being used by the open shop cor­
poration to break an important section of the 
L ittle  Steel strike of 1937.

Across their path, these men and their families 
met the armed hirelings of “ law and order,”  sev­
eral hundred blue-coats pumped fu ll o f anti-labor 
venom and incited by the corporation and the 
boss politicians.

Without a won! of warning, the police opened 
fire, pouring a stream of bullets into the orderly 
marchers. Scores fell to the earth. The cops 
charged the fleeing workers, beating them down 
with their night-sticks, bashing in the skulls of 
the injured and dying.

That night ten steel workers' families mourned 
their dead. Scores of injured men, women and 
children twisted in pain on their hospital beds, 
some to die later, others to go through life maim­
ed and disabled.

Seldom had American capitalism given a more 
viv id  demonstration of its consuming hatred and 
fear of organized labor. Seldom had the Amer­
ican workers received a more bitter lesson of the 
true nature of the ruling class.

When the bodies were all buried, when the crip­
pled and bruised were all hidden in their homes 
nursing their hurts, when the strike was broken, 
the L ittle  Steel bosses congratulated themselves. 
Their murderous clubs and bullets, they believed, 
had beaten the union.

But the bosses thought wrong. Their violence 
and terrorism could not beat down the irrepressi­
ble urge of the steel workers for unionism, for or­
ganization to fight back against the brutal exploit­
ation of the steel barons.

Last week, in Cleveland, Ohio, the sacrifice of 
the martyred dead of the Memorial Day massa­
cre was vindicated. For their struggles and death 
had given renewed inspiration and white-hot re­
solve to others. These others came forward to 
catch up the banner from their lifeless hands, 
thousands and tens of thousands, until last week 
the mighty international union, the CIO United 
Steelworkers of America, came to fu ll being.

That union is their monument, as it is the monu­
ment of all those who in the decades past have 
fought and died that the steel workers might be 
free. The blood they shed has helped to nurture 
into richness the soil from which an army has 
sprung. That army of labor w ill yet break thru 
the ramparts of capitalist reaction and build the 
kind of workers’ world where there can never be 
a Memorial Day massacre.

WHO WILL LEAD FRANCE 
AFTER THE WAR ?

By A . R O LA N D

That is the question con fron ting  a ll the po litica l 
elements among tire French classes. Nor docs i t  trouble 
the French alone. The same problem keeps awake 
o' n igh ts many Am erican and E ng lish statesmen, and 
even the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

Each and every conscious force is preparing  against 
the tim e when thu Germans are defeated and driven 
from  the occupied countries. W ill the war rea lly  be 
over then, and eve ry th ing settle down peacefully in 
a period of reconstruction? Nobody rea lly  believes 
tha t! T lie war w i l l  enter in to  a new phase in  which 
there w ill be a s trugg le fo r m astery over the nation 
and its  economic life .

The representatives of the old bourgeois parties hope 
to reestablish life  just as i t  was before the war. T lie 
deputies and senators who "dem ocra tica lly " voted 
themselves out of existence and gave le ga lity  io the 
to ta lita r ia n  regime of Petain, w ill do th e ir  best to 
forget th a t pa in fu l episode. They are ready to serve 
th e ir  country  in  the same m anner as before. T ha t is 
w hy they have attem pted to continue m eeting more 
or less regu la rly , even i f  on ly  as a rum p parliam ent. 
Petain and D arlan  would have liked  to suppress these 
meetings en tire ly , but they fe lt themselves en tire ly  
too weak and unsupported to s ta rt the k ind  of s trug ­
gle th a t would have fo llow ed. Instead, they the re ­
fore acted the ostrich and looked the other way, fina lly  
ge tting  tlie  agreement of the H e rrio ts  to have th e ir  
meetings on ly in  Chatel Guyon, a suburb o f V ichy. 
Th is suited the in terests of both groups, the " in s "  and 
the "ou ts ," since i t  prevented tlie  outbreak of a con­
f l ic t  tha t m igh t have fu rth e r weakened the cap ita lis t 
class.

T lie  exact shadings in  the ranks of tlie  bourgeoisie 
from  those who feel sure of a German v ic to ry  to those 
who feel sure of t lie  opposite may some day be fu lly  
traced. N a tu ra lly  it. is  tlie  la tte r  whose anx ie ty  leads 
them to establish lin k s  w ith  one side o f ttie under­
ground movement, the side which stresses nationalism  
and which calls its e lf  the movement fo r  "N a tio n a l L ib ­
e ra tion ." T h is  group issues a magazine called “ Com­
bat.”  Its  program  is the restora tion of bourgeois dem­
ocracy and the d r iv in g  out of the Nazis. The possib il­
ity  fo r the achievement of th is program  it  sees in  a 
v ic to ry  fo r the U n ited Nations. N a tu ra lly  i t  hopes to 
re ta in  the French E m pire  in tact.

The most s ign ifican t fact about the underground is 
tha t i t  shows a d is tin c tio n  along class lines. The old 
trade un ion is ts  and w orker elements from  the ranks 
of the social-democrats as well as the S ta lin is ts  par­
tic ipa te  in  the movement fo r "L ib e ra tio n ."  I t  is not 
loo easy to d is tingu ish  between the programs ol" the 
two movements. T lie  magazine “ L ib e ra tio n ”  calls i t ­
self titc  "O rgan fo r the Forces of Resistance of F ran ­
ce." A ll tha t one can say is tha t il lias a w o rk ing  class 
s lan t on occasion.

The social-democrats never feel at ease except in a 
m ilieu  of class collaboration. I t  was perfectly  na tu ra l 
therefore tha t some of th e ir  leaders in  the "L ib e ra ­
t io n "  movement approached tlie  leadership of the m o­
vement fo r "N a tiona l L ib e ra tio n ”  fo r a Popular F ront. 
It is possible th a t the S ta lin is ts  had a linger in this 
move, but there is no way o f te lling . The fact of the 
m atter is. however, that the bourgeois organization 
refused tlie  o ffe r! They wanted no th ing  to do w ith  
t in ' w o rke r angle of libera tion . T lie class lines arc 
not washed away even w ith  both classes affected by 
tlie  catastrophe of na tional defeat in  war. The bour­
geoisie refused, even know ing the benevolent aim of 
the social-democrats. T ha t aim  was to prevent any 
w o rk in g  class outbreak against cap ita lism  a fte r tlie  
war. T itc "soc ia lis ts ”  w ish to give such assurance to 
the cap ita lis ts  so tha t the la tte r  w i l l  not resort tn a 
to ta lita r ia n  regime of th e ir  own the moment, the Nazi 
regime ends.

No doubt a m ajor reason fo r tlie  refusal by the bour­
geoisie is its  perspective of being restored to power 
by (lie armed forces of tlie  U n ited States and England. 
I f  it. were not fo r tha t, the cap ita lis ts  m ight have en­
tered g la d ly  in to  fr ie n d ly  re la tions  w ith  the "so c ia l­
ists."

One m ig h t ask the perfectly leg itim ate  question: 
W hy do tlie  social-democrats a ttem pt to organize the 
w o rk ing  class on ly in  order to have the workers fight 
to restore the power to th e ir  oppressors? E v iden tly  
on ly  fo r ba rga in ing  purposes, fo r payment from  the 
masters fo r  services rendered. Th is is re flected in the 
en tire  press of the social-democrats at homo and a- 
broad. Edward L o rin g  m erely expresses the mood of 
his en tire  movement when ho w rite s  in the May 23rd 
yew Leader:

“ Those who on tlie  day a fte r a second arm istice  can 
speak in  tlie  name o f m illio n s  of well-organized ( ! )  
un ion members, w i l l  he in a position to bargain at the 
peace tables. Those new governments which succeed 
the exiled ones w ill need the support, of an existing- 
apparatus, which the unions have now. The under­
ground movements m a in ly  comprise fo rm er trade 
union nucle i. A n y  revo lts  especially those inspired by 
the U n ited Nations, can come on ly from  fo rm er union 
memberships, led by ex-labor chiefs. Law and order 
in  the in te r im  between Nazi re treat and Anglo-Am er­
ican-Soviet occupation m ust lie m ainta ined by tlie 
un ion headquarters.”

The revo lt Lo rin g  speaks of is a “ na tion a l" revolt 
directed against the fascist invaders. Such a revo lt is 
encouraged on a ll sides, even by C hurch ill, Roosevelt 
and S talin. L o rin g — and a ll the “ socia lis ts" of his 
school— approves in  advance the occupation of a ll Eu­
rope by the “ dem ocratic”  arm ies. He knows perfectly 
w e ll th a t the function  of these arm ies w ill be to res­
tore cap ita lis t governments everywhere, and to sup­
press any a ttem pt to replace these governments, not 
by fascists hut by workers. L o r in g ’s view is expressed 
host of a ll by John M. W ork in  the same issue of the 
yetc Leader-.

" I t  is more im portan t than ever tha t the tru th  
about dem ocratic socialism should be told, so as to 
prepare tlie  m inds of the people for a real solu tion of 
th e ir  problems. Otherwise there m ight be disaster 
a fte r tlie  war. It is (he duty of a ll good socialists to 
t ry  to prevent revo lu tion . T lie  way to do it  is to bu ild  
Socialism. This is no tim e to lapse in to  negative pes­
sim ism .”

T it is travesty on the ideas of socialism is Ihe one 
and on ly con tribu tion  of social-democracy to the post­
war scene. I t  is of a piece w ith  B lu m ’s defense a t the

Seamen Overcome Navy 
Gunners Anti-Union Bias
Union Seamen Win Sailors' Confidence By 
Showing Them What Unions Can Do

ROOSEVELT TIPS THE 
STALINISTS FOR 
SERVICE RENDERED

 By M. S T E IN  

W hy I t  T o o k  So Long
The Russians have a proverb : "W hen one m aster 

figh ts  the other, the m uzh ik  gets his head cracked.”  
E a rl B row der was prosecuted and then sent to ja i l ,  
because his m aster, S ta lin , had made a pact w ith  
I l i t le r  and denounced A ng lo -A m erican  im peria lism  

in ve ry  b itte r  term s. S ta lin  has been in the embrace 
o f the same A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria lism  ever since 
H it le r  launched his a ttack  cm the Soviet U n ion. Since 
then, S ta lin  had won the m ost tender praises o f 
C h u rch ill and Roosevelt. B u t i t  took close to eleven 
m onths before Roosevelt would r ig h t  the w ro ng  done 
to Brow der. B row der was sent o f f  to ja i l  w ith  d is ­
patch, considering the fa c t th a t the coun try  was not 
yet a t w a r'a n d  a t the tim e the case couldn’t  be rush­
ed too much under peacetime conditions since the 
"due process o f la w ”  had to  be observed. B u t there 
was no h u r ry  to release B row der even though the 
P res iden t’s s igna tu re  was a ll th a t was required.

W hy d idn ’t  Roosevelt act e a rlie r to sign the same 
piece o f paper th a t set B row der free? O r fo r  th a t 
m a tte r, w hy w on ’t  the B r it is h  governm ent p e rm it the 
pub lica tion  o f the D a ily  W orke r w h ich i t  suppressed 
du rin g  the S ta lin -H itle r  pact, especially since a lo t 
has changed in the B r it is h  governm ent, and S ta lin ’s 
fr ie n d , S ir S ta ffo rd  Cripps, is now C h u rc h ill’s sec­
ond in command? D id n ’t  Roosevelt know im m edia te­
ly  a fte r  June 22, 1941 tha t S ta lin  and a ll his agents 
could be re lied upon fo r  the m ost u n c ritica l, most 
wholehearted support? Doesn’t  C h u rch ill know  the 
same ?

We th in k  th a t the answer can be found in the ve ry  
question. Just because C h u rch ill and Roosevelt liavo 
been sure of the u n c ritic a l and complete support of 
tlie  S ta lin is ts , there is not a t il in g  they have to do 
fo r them, there are no concessions th a t they feel ca ll­
ed upon to make to them. I t  is an ax iom : The ru lin g  
class w ill persecute those sections o f tlie  labor move­
ment tha t strugg le fo r the r ig h ts  of labor. But very 
often tlie  ru le rs are also compelled to make conces­
sions to those who struggle.

Soldiers Face Barrage O f 
Anti-Labor Propaganda
Press, Radio and Movies Directing Steady 
Stream of Fascist Ideas at Army Ranks

By D A V ID  W A R N E R

Many workers arc aware that ever since Pearl llurbor. ihe 
every-day drive of the capitalist class against the labor move­
ment has taken on a new and concentrated form. The “ no- 
strike” agreement, put over with the connivance of the labor 
bureaucracy and resulting in the abolition of labor's one real 
weapon, the administration’s moves to freeze wages in the face 
of a sharply rising cost of living — all are clear evidences of
a po w erfu l and in tens ified  a t- i> -------------------------------------------------------
tack by the bosses.

M ost w orkers however are not 
aware th a t th is  d rive  is no t re ­
stric ted  m ere ly to the gains o f 
the trade unions. One o f its  m ost 
dangerous aspects has been the 
conscious a tte m p t o f the bosses 
to drive  a deep wedge between 
the men in  the armed forces and 
the trade un ion movem ent, to  
f i l l  the m inds o f the soldiers and 
sailors w ith  a vic ious fasc is t ha­
tred o f the trade union movement 
and eve ry th in g  th a t i t  rep re ­
sents.

The needs o f modern w a rfa re  
have forced the c a p ita lis t class 
to create a huge conscrip t arm y, 
draw n ch ie fly  fro m  the ranks o f 
the workers and the low er m id ­
die class. The cap ita lis ts  know 
fa r  be tte r than do the w orkers 
the com ple te ly undem ocratic na­
tu re  o f th e ir  a rm y  and fe a r 
above a ll else th a t the soldiers 
and sailors m ay some day look 
to the w o rk in g  class fo r  leader­
ship in so lv ing  th e ir  thousand 
and one grievances.

I t  is th is  fe a r which drives

the bosses to u tilize  a ll th e ir  
propaganda m ediums— the press, 
radio, movies, and ce rta in ly  not 
the least im p o rta n t, th e ir  com­
plete con tro l o f the apparatus o f 
the a rm y and navy —  in a con­
s tan t e f fo r t  to poison the m inds 
o f the dra fted  and enlisted men 
aga inst the labor movement. 
C O M M E N T  BY 
MRS. R O O SEVELT

No less a person th a t M rs. 
Roosevelt has stated in a speech 
reported in the A p r i l 25th N . Y. 
T imes, th a t “ there has been a 
decided propaganda d rive  against 
labor. I t  is no t on ly  directed a t 
the public m ind —  th a t would 
be an easy m a tte r —  but i t  is 
also being done in the armed 
forces.”  M rs. Roosevelt’s p ro ­
found conclusion —  th a t "some 
a w fu lly  clever people”  were re ­
sponsible fo r  th is  d rive  —  is o f 
no im portance. W hat is mean­
in g fu l fo r  the labor m ovem ent is 
th a t an ti- la b o r a g ita tio n  in  the 
armed forces is so widespread as 
to d raw  comment from  the w ife  
o f the President.

The methods o f the an ti-la bo r

Riom t r ia l  when he called on the w o rld  to w itness th a t he had 
saved the power in  France fo r  the bourgeoisie w h ich was now 
showing its e lf  so u n g ra te fu l to h im . The fasc is t coun ter-revo lu tion , 
the im p e ria lis t w a r, seem to have fa ile d  to  teach these cre tins  any­
th ing . A pp a re n tly  they th in k  th a t h is to ry  can ho turned back com­
p le te ly  on its e if, th a t the bourgeoisie w i l l  restore the arena in 
which those "so c ia lis ts ”  can wage a pa rlia m en ta ry  s trugg le  fo r  
the ever-so-gradual em anciption o f the w o rk in g  class.

Social-democracy has played up the degeneration o f the Soviet 
U n ion in to  the to ta lita r ia n  S ta lin is t reg im e to- fr ig h te n  w orkers 
w ith  the ideas o f revo lu tion . They do no t stop to analyze w hy i t  
is th a t th is  S ta lin is t reg im e is p e rfe c tly  in accord w ith  th e ir  views 
on the post-w ar w o rld . S ta lin  is even more anxious than L o rin g  
and W ork tha t the A m erican and B r it is h  arm ies m arch in to  France 
a fte r  the defeat o f H itle r . The social-dem ocrats fe a r the estab­
lish ing  o f a to ta lita r ia n  reg im e like  th a t o f S ta lin ’s in case o f a 
revo lu tion  on the pa rt o f the French w o rk ing  class. B u t S ta lin  
fears the end o f his own to ta lita r ia n  i-egime i f  the French p ro le ­
ta r ia t  comes to  power. S ta lin  knows the d iffe rence between revo­
lu tion  and counter-revo lu tion , between Lenin ism  and S ta lin ism . The 
social democrats equate the two.

So i t  comes about th a t f  o r appa ren tly  opposite reasons, these 
two p o lit ic a l streams pursue exactly  the same course. The social- 
democrats fe a r the extension o f S ta lin ’s power a ll over Europe in 
case o f working- class revo lu tion . B u t S ta lin  and his bureaucracy 
fea r the end o f th e ir  ev il power in th a t same event. French social- 
democracy which cla im s to  be opposed to  S ta lin ism  and a ll its  
works, the re fo re  ac tu a lly  helps by its  policies to m a in ta in  S ta lin ism  
in Russia. And one need on ly  quote fro m  its  own words to see how 
brazen ly i t  betrays the cause o f the w o rk in g  class o f a ll countries.

I a g ita tio n  in  the armed forces are 
simple. L ike  a ll reactionary  p ro ­
paganda, i t  is based on a con- 

- s ta n t rep e titio n  o f lies and slan­
ders. The question o f w hether 
the "dem ocra tic" bosses learned 
th e ir  methods o f propaganda 
fro m  H it le r  o r vice-versa is de­
batable indeed.

The on ly  newspapers read by 
1 the men in the camps are those 

o f the bosses. F ille d  day in and 
day out w ith  the constant re fra in  

; o f la bo r’s “ greediness”  in  demand 
! in g  h igh e r wages as contrasted 
w ith  the se lf-sacrifice  o f the 
d ra fte d  and enlisted men, i t  
would be a g rea t wonder i f  the 
soldiers did no t become affected. 
An innocent reader m ig h t be fo r ­
given i f  he go t the im pression 
th a t the publishers and stock­
holders o f the da ily  papers were 
also liv in g  on $21 a m onth. 
PRESS, R A D IO , M O V IE S

I t  is ind ica tive  o f the extent 
and viru lence o f the open a n ti- 
labor fee lin g  in the a rm y  th a t 
one o f the leading con tribu to rs  to 
the S tars and Stripes, organ of 
the U. S. overseas forces, is W est­
brook Pegler, leading an ti- la b o r 
colum nist.

The movies too- p lay  th e ir  role. 
A  recent M arch o f T im e short, 
shown in scores o f a rm y  camps 
and in movies th rou gh ou t the 
cou n try  indulges in cha rac te ris t­
ic an ti- la bo r propaganda. The 
movie takes the audience into- the 
home o f a supposedly average 
A m erican fa m ily , the “ Davises.”  
The conversation is between 
Davis Sr. and young B il l,  home 
on leave fro m  the arm y.

B i l l :  "A n d  it doesn’t  make it 
any easier when Me hear about 
a ll these strikes in defense 
plants.”

D avis S r.: “ I t  seems to me 
these labor bosses have forgot­
ten that H itle r  is the M-orst ene­
my that labor has got.”

M ore im p o rta n t than any of 
these fac to rs  however, is the role 
played by the officers. Chosen 
by a system which makes i t  v i r ­
tu a lly  im possible fo r  a w o rke r to 
crash th rough , the officers con­
s titu te  a tho rough ly  reactionary  
group, b it te r ly  in im ica l to labor. 
Vested w ith  complete power over 
the rank and f ile , decid ing w ha t 
th e ir  men sha ll read, w h a t they 
sha ll see and how they are to 
spend th e ir  tim e, who can e s ti­
mate exactly  the w e ig h t o f the 
a n ti- la b o r ro le played by the o f­
ficer caste?

No progressive w o rke r can 
com fo rt h im se lf w ith  the though t 
th a t such an ti- la b o r propaganda 
is w ith o u t e ffec t o-n the men in 
the armed services. Enough ev i­
dence is a t hand to show how 
deeply an ti- la bo r and even fas ­
c is t ideology has permeated in 
the ranks o f the soldiers. Next 
week we sha ll discuss some o f 
th is  evidence.

f lo w  Trices A re  F ixed

But. even those who do not know tlie  m eaning of 
struggle, those who are in the m arket always ready to 
sell out the righ ts  of labor— they know  th a t when they 
y ie ld  too easily, the price is brought down. The S ta l­
in is ts  have yielded so easily and w ith  such abandon­
ment, th a t they cannot ask fo r any price. T lie  release 
of B rowder is one of t lie  typ ica l b its o f Rooseveltian 
generosity, the generosity of the master m-1io is a good 
tipper, who knows that in  the end a good tip  pays 
dividends in  greater service.

The delay in releasing Brow der shows how consi­
derate Mr. Roosevelt is towards the arch-reactionaries 
of liis  own class. He gave the Com m unist P arty  close 
to eleven months to demonstrate even to the most 
conservative of the conservatives, that it  can outdo 
them in conservatism. He gave the Com m unist P arty  
close to eleven m onths to  dem onstrate even to the 
most b ru ta l of tlie  exp lo iting  employers that it can bo 
relied on to t ry  to pacify the workers.

There is no doubt tha t the S ta lin is ts  have stood the 
test. They have become distinguished from  the o r­
d in a ry  run-of-the-m ill reactionaries on ly  by th e ir  
greater zeal. Roosevelt felt, that the tim e had become 
ripe to th row  Brow der to the S ta lin is ts  as a sort of 
a t i j i  fo r the zeal w ith  wh ich they served. He freed 
Browder.

But sonic people ju s t w ou ldn 't be satisfied. You 
m ig h t th in k  that everybody would like  a good sport. 
Roosevelt bad done the sportsm anlike tilin g . A fte r all, 
you’ve got to give the S ta lin is ts  som ething fo r th e ir  
services. They ce rta in ly  d id n 't ask fo r very much. 
They asked lo r  B row der! It was ce rta in ly  no sacrifice 
on anybody's pa rt to give that to the S ta lin is ts .

Some A re  N ever Satis f ied

However, some people pe rm it th e ir  vengefulness to 
obscure th e ir  v ision. Take fo r example the telegram  
sent Roosevelt by Representative J. Parnell Thomas, a 
member o f tlie  Dies Com m ittee: “ Your executive order 
free ing E arl Browder, Com m unist law v io la to r, is con­
clusive proof that the New Deal is garroted by Com­
m unism .”  W hat E a rl Brow’der is th is  congressman 
ta lk in g  about? C erta in ly  not the E a rl of 1912. A po l­
it ic ia n  should know tha t tlie  tim e element is very 
im portan t.

One would expect a more cha ritab le  a tt itu d e  from  
a man who speaks in the name of tlie  Catholic W ar 
Veterans. But its  na tional commander. Thomas Walsh, 
issued an open le tte r to the President, saying:

" I t  is indeed regrettable, that th is  group which since 
its  inception lias directed itse lf to d isu n ity  amongst 
our c itizen population bv espousing tlie  doctrine of tlie  
overth row  by force of our established governm ent . . . 
should now lie the beneficiary of executive clemency 
to r th e ir  leader who preferred ja il to rendering serv­
ile  to liis  country  in W orld  W ar I.”

It seems that the sin of having been a revo lu tion is t 
once is unpardonable, even i f  you have to go back to 
the last. W orld  W ar fo r references. This man does not 
even make the pretence o f h id in g  his class view  ot 
justice. He would keep a man in ja i l  fo r li is  views in  
the last war.

The hys te rica lly  reactionary W estbrook Pegler, and 
the very d ign ified .Y. V. Times  have also come out 
against the release o f Browder. E very in d ica tion  is 
that tlie  S ta lin is ts  are very much upset by th is  de­
m onstra tion of h o s tility  towards them. Robert Minot- 
sent a le tte r to the Times  p leading M’ ith  (lie to change 
th e ir  a ttitude. But they w il l  not be moved. There is 
no th ing  le ft !o r the S ta lin is ts  to do but to go on serv­
ing devotedly and ’m eekly in  the hope tha t somehow’, 
someday, they w ill liqu ida te  the debt fo r th e ir  revo lu ­
tion a ry  past.

An interesting account of how the action of union seamen 
broke down the anti-labor antagonism deliberately built up 
among men in the armed forces is related in the May 14 issue 
of Seafarers Log, organ of the Atlantic and Gulf District of the 
Seafarers’ International Union, AFL.

W hen the S.S. Greylock left for the Red Sea last fall, she 
carried her regular crew but also, for the first time, a Navy 
crew of gunners to man the newly installed anti-sub and anti­
aircraft armament. £>------------------

"There were eight Navy men 
older the command of an Ensign. 
Most of them were green kids 
vho had never been to sea before, 
rhey were pretty suspicious of ( 
he S IU  men when they came 
aboard. They kept to themselves 
as much as possible.

“ This aloofness between union 
and N avy  men continued u n til 
i t  came tim e  fo r  chow. Then the 
gun crew sat up and took notice. 
T he ir plates were about h a lf  as 
fu l l  as the S IU  men’s plates. 
They demanded to know  ‘how 
com e?’ The E nsign in fo rm ed 
them, in the best shave-ta il tones, 
th a t they were on N avy  ra tions 
and he did no t w a n t to hear any 
com pla ints.

“ A f te r  the meal was over the 
N a vy  gunners go t toge ther and 
elected a delegation to call on 
the S IU  crew. The delegation ■ 
came to  the focs’l and wanted to 
know (ve ry  m eekly and p o lite ly ) 
how i t  was th a t the crew ate so 
w e ll. The boys p a tie n tly  exp la in ­
ed th a t c iv ilia n  crews hadn’t  a l­
ways eaten so good aboard the 
ships, bu t th a t a l i t t le  trade union 
pressure here and there had ac­
complished wonders over the past 
three years.

“The gunners were amazed to 
learn that belonging to a union 
could increase the number of 
spuds you got on your plate.

“ B u t th e ir  problem  s t i l l  re ­
mained. They d idn ’t  belong to 
the S IU  and they  were hungry.

“ The S IU  im m ed ia te ly  took

steps to remedy the s itua tion , 
fh e y  held a m eeting and voted 
:o supplem ent the gunners’ ra ­
dons fro m  the re g u la r crew ice 
oox. A nd they fu r th e r  decided 
that, i f  i t  became necessary, they 
would take up a collection to buy 
the N avy men add itiona l chow.

“ A f te r  the vote had been taken 
and the gunners were about to 
leave fo r  th e ir  own quarters, one 
o f them  said, ‘Gee, you guys are 
OK. W e were to ld  to' s tay  clear 
o f you because you were a bunch 
o f ag ita to rs . B u t you ’re OK fo r  
m y money.’

“ The fo llo w in g  day the S IU  
men were again approached by 
the gunners. T h is  tim e  one o f 
them said, a lm ost apologe tica lly , 
‘W e’ve been th in k in g  th is  th in g  
over. . and w e ll —  w h a t we won­
dered was i f  we could jo in  the 
S IU .’

“ I t  was expla ined to them tha t 
there was no th ing  to be gained 
by th e ir  jo in in g  the U n ion w h ile  
they were in the N avy, bu t tha t 
i f  they s t i l l  wanted to- go to sea 
a fte r  the w a r was over, there 
would be a card w a itin g  fo r  them 
in the S IU .

“The story of the friendship 
between the S IU  men and the 
gunners got back to the Ensign 
and he blew his top. He didn’1 
like the idea of trade unions and 
he didn’t like the idea of his men 
even talking to union members. 
He made the rest of the trip  hell 
for the Navy men, and he tried

to pull the same stu ff on the 
S IU  men. Needless to say, he 
was put in his place.

“ W ell, a ll w en t peacefu lly (ex­
cept fo r  the E ns ign ) u n t il the 
re tu rn  t r ip  to the States. As the 
ship was approaching the N o rth  
Am erican coast, she was a tta ck ­
ed by tw o subs a t once. One 
came a t her fro m  the po rt side 
and the o ther fro m  starboard.

T O K E N  OF A P P R E C IA T IO N
“ The N avy gunners sprang to 

action w ith  the precision o f a 
w e ll oiled machine. They swung 
th e ir  4-inch gun to p o r t and 
blasted away. The sub was 400 
yards away and the sea was 
ra th e r heavy, bu t the fo u rth  shot 
go t the sub. She sank rap id ly , 
leaving behind on ly  an o il s lick.

"The gunners then swung to  
s tarboard to meet the second sub 
which had a lready launched 2 
torpedoes —  both m issing th e ir  
m ark. The g u n fire  was so accur­
ate th a t the sub was forced to 
submerge and abandon the a t­
tack.

“ T hroughou t the engagement 
the S IU  crew worked in closest 
cooperation w ith  the N avy  crew, 
acting  as shell passers. . .

“ W hen the GreylocK h it  port 
the S IU  men took up a collec­
tion  and presented the sum oi 
$330 to the gunners as a toker 
o f th e ir  apprecia tion fo r  saving 
the ship and possibly th e ir  lives 
There was on ly  one sm all s tip u la ­
tion  attached to the g i f t  —  nom 
o f i t  was to go to the SOB E n­
sign.

“ T h is  was OK w ith  the gun 
ners —  you can be sure. The.t 
le ft  the ship on a sho rt fu r lo u g l 
in New Y o rk , seasoned seam « 
and gunners —  and good unior 
men!

“P. S. W e just heard that thi 
Ensign has brought charge: 
against the S IU  crew. 11c is 
charging them with incompetcn 
cy, insubordination and subver 
sion.”


