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FDR SHIPYARD PROGRAM SHOWS ‘WAGE 
STABILIZATION’ MEANS WAGE FREEZING
India Congress Leaders 
Advocate Suicidal Policy

Sh-

Urge Masses Not to Organize Struggle 
Against Japanese and British Oppressors

The Working Committee of the A ll-Ind ia  Congress Party 
voted on May 2 in favor of Gandhi’s "non-violent, non-co- 
operation" policy of passive submission to the imperialist pow­
ers struggling for control of B rita in ’s greatest colony.

The declaration amounts, in effect, to,a call upon the 400,-
000,000 oppressed workers and S>-------------------------------------------------------
peasants o f. In d ia  to give up any 
effective struggle fo r th e ir  na­
tion a l libe ra tion  and to en trust 
th e ir  fate e n tire ly  to whatever 
im p e ria lis t power comes out on 
top in  the present w ar in  the Far 
East.

" I f  invasion takes place i t  
m ust be resisted,”  says the 
W ork in g  Com m ittee, which rep­
resents the Ind ian  ca p ita lis t 
class. And how? "Such res is t­
ance can on ly take the fo rm  
o f non-vio lent non-coopera­
tion .”
T h is  means tha t the Ind ian  

masses are being asked to l i f t  up 
th e ir  throats, lik e  sheep in  a 
s laughter house, and have them

sliced by the Japanese im p e ria l­
ists.

J A P A N E S E  R U LE R S  
W IL L  L IK E  IT

N o th ing  w i l l  be more pleasing 
to the Japaneso im peria lis ts  than 
such an advance assurance tha t 
the force they fear most, an a rm ­
ed m illion-headed mass figh ting  
fo r its  na tional freedom, w i l l  not 
meet them  on the soil of Ind ia . 
The Japanese im p e ria lis t bandits 
are ce rta in ly  not going to be 
frigh tened by any threats of non­
v io len t non-cooperation. The Jap­
anese know th a t th is  po licy has 
worked wonders up to  now in  
he lp ing B r it is h  im peria lism  rnaln- 
....... ■■ ■■ ■ _____________

ta in  its  ru le  over the disarmed 
masses.

The B r it is h  ru lin g  class w ill 
also welcome th is  assurance 
tha t the Ind ian  cap ita lis t lead­
ers w ill t ry  to keep the Ind ian  
masses disarmed. For as long 
as the po licy of non-violent non­
cooperation is followed, i t  w i l l  
be impossible fo r the masses to 
free themselves from  the ru le  
of B r ita in  and its  n a t i v e  

lackeys.
The W ork in g  Committee's policy 

w i l l  be an aid and com fort to 
B rit is h  im peria lism  which is de­
term ined to keep the native col­
on ia l peoples disarmed and hog- 
tied a t a ll costs. The lengths to 
which the B rit is h  ru le rs  go to 
keep the masses from  securing 
arm s and m il ita ry  tra in in g  was 
recently exposed by K rish na la l 
S hridka ran i, au thor o f "M y  Ind ia . 
My Am erica.”  In  an in te rv iew  
w ith  the .Ycir York Post, ‘A p ril 
30, he pointed out:

A  C R IM IN A L  O F F E N S E
" I t  is not realized th a t i t  is 

a c r im in a l offense fo r Ind ians 
(Continued on page 4)

Price Fixing Won’t Stop 
Rise In Cost Of Living
Curtailment of Consumers Goods, Cause of 
Inflation, Is Not Affected By New Ruling

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

Early in January President Roosevelt set Leon Henderson 
and his Office of Price Administration to work on some of the 
main points in the 7-point war economy program which the 
administration presented lo Congress last week.

On February 26 Henderson, already aware of the purpose
and intended e ffects o f th a t pro-5)-------------------------------------------------------

Another Standard Oil-Nazi 
Deal Is Exposed In  Senate

Sh-

Rockefeller Trust Halted Production of 
Vital Acids by Agreement With I. G. Farben

More facts about the Standard Oil-Nazi I. G. Farbenin- 
dustrie patent-pool conspiracy were revealed last week before 
the Senate Patents Committee by Irving Lipkowitz, representa­
tive of the Department of Justice anti-trust division

The latest disclosures involve a cartel agreement between 
the Am erican and Nazi tru s ts® ' 
w h ich  gave Standard O il a mono­
po ly  on the patents fo r the best 
and cheapest processing of acety­
lene aud acetic acid, raw  m ateria l 
base fo r  rayon, plastics, paints, 
drugs, dyes and other im portan t 
chemical products, and enabled 
S tandard to block development of 
the in d u s try  in  th is  country.

Standard O il o f New Jersey, 
largest ho ld ing of the Rockefeller 
o il tru s t, turned its  own v ita l 
patents over to I. G. Farben and 
kept down acetylene production 
in  the U. S. in  re tu rn  fo r  an 
agreement from  the German cor­
poration to respect S tandard ’s 
w orld -w ide  petro leum  and gas­
oline monopoly aud no t to invade 
Standard's in te rna tiona l markets.

Jasco, a ho ld ing  company owned 
jo in t ly  by the Am erican tru s t and 
the German monopoly, b u ilt  an 
experim ental p lan t in  Baton 
Rouge fo r  the purposes of per­
fec ting  the acetylene. T h is  was 
closed down in  1935 a t the behest 
o f I. G. Farbon.

The exposure of Standard's ace­
tylene deal w ith  the Nazis gives 
the lie  to the claim, of the Stand­
ard offic ia ls, made before Senate 
committees and given prominence 
in  statem ents published by the 
na tion ’s cap ita lis t press, th a t its  
patent-pools fltero in  " th e  in te r ­
ests of th is  country,”  th a t they 
aided Am erican production, and 
th a t the Standard offic ia ls were 
"innocen t”  of any conscious 
wrong-doing.
A CONSCIOUS P O LIC Y

“ The record shows tha t as a

A  Q U E S T IO N  OF D A TE S
A lthough, w ith  the outbreak of 

the w ar in  Sept. 1939, the demand 
fo r  acetylene increased enormous­
ly  S tandard concluded an agree­
m ent fo r the complete d ism an tl­
in g  o? the Baton Rouge p lan t on 
Dec. 1, 1939. Accord ing to L ip ­
kow itz, who cited documents from  
the Standard O il files, the d is­
m a n tlin g  o f the p lan t was “ ob­
v iously  fo r bu t one reason, the 
like lihood  th a t the U n ited States 
would bo draw n in to  the w a r a- 
ga inst Germany. The German 
Government . . . was undoubtedly 
anxious to fa c ilita te  the destruc­
tio n  of any p lan t in  the United 
States wh ich m ig h t be useful in  
w a r production.”

The Standard offic ia ls knew the 
ob jective of the Nazi corporation, 
b u t nevertheless agreed to ca rry  
ou t its  desires. To cover up th e ir 
tracks, however, they dated the 
agreement back to August 31. 
1939, the day before w ar was de­
clared.

44Hope and 
Expectation”

D u rin g  the hearings by the 
Senate P a ten t Com m ittee on 
the ram ifica tio n s  o f the  N az l- 
U . S. B ig  Business patent- 
pools, i t  was disclosed th a t a 
duPont subsid iary, Rohm and 
Haas, held down the production '! 
o f syn the tic  glass, used in  the 
bay w indows o f w ar planes, in  
co n fo rm ity  w ith  its  carte l 
agreem ent w ith  the N azi I. G. 
F arbcn industrie .

Called fo r  question ing be­
fo re  the  Senate Com m ittee, S. 
C. K e lton , secre tary o f Rohm! 
and Haas, was compelled to ! 
disclose th a t his company has! 
continued to  set aside roya lties! 
on U n ited States m il ita ry  or-! 
ders fo r  post-w ar paym ent to 

! the German in terests.
He hastened to  assure the 

com m ittee th a t the roya lties  
; car-m arked fo r  the German 
; corpora tion were re a lly  being 
; held “ w ith  the hope and ex- 
| pectation th a t they w il l  be 
! seized by the A lie n  P roperty  
! Custodian.”
! K e lton  fa iled  to exp la in  why 
! th is  "hope and expectation”
! was revealed to the govern- 
! ment. on ly a fte r  the company 
! o ffic ia ls  had been called before 
> a Senate investiga tion .

ru le ," declared L ipko w itz , “ S tand-! 
ard O il was aware of the po licy j 
being pursued by I. G. Farben, 
and was w ill in g  to go along w ith  ! 
it . ”

A fte r  L ip ko w itz  had cited the 
docum entary evidence before the 
Senate com m ittee — evidence to 
which the. cap ita lis t press gave 
l i t t le  space —  Standard issued 
a lengthy public broadside, given 
much prominence, charg ing tha t 
L ip ko w itz  had "d raw n  conclusions 
not based on the facts.”

S tandard ’s statement, w h ich an­
swered none of the governm ent’s 
specific charges, was ju s t a broad 
smear intended to beguile the 
pub lic  w h ich has not been given 
the fu ll s to ry  as revealed to the 
Senate committee.

L ip k o w itz  answered Standard 
by com ing once more before the 
Senate com m ittee last week and 
cha lleng ing Standard to make its  
denials under oath —  a challenge 
w hich Standard is u n lik e ly  to ac- j 
cept.

P A T R IO T IS M  A N D  B U S IN E S S
The revelations about Stand­

a rd ’s acetylene conspiracy once 
more put the spo tlig h t on the “ pa­
tr io t is m ”  o f Am orican monopoly 
cap ita lism , which is m aking b il­
lions in w ar pro fits from  the 
"w a r against fascism ”  and s t i l l  
doing business on the side w ith  
H itle r.

S tandard’s practices are s im ila r 
to those of a ll the other big in ­
te rna tiona l monopolies, duPont, 
A lum inum  Company. General 
E lectric , General Motors, etc., 
w h ich have resulted in  the cur­
ta ilm en t of Am erican production 
of synthetic  rubber, a lum inum , 
magnesium, tungsten carbide, and 
a ll other basic m aterials.

W h ile  the governm ent is d is­
c losing certa in  of the details of 
these Nazi-U. S. tru s t conspiracies 
before Congressional committees, 
which have on ly  investiga ting  
powers, i t  is to be noted th a t no 
effective action has been taken 
against the corporations involved. 
They are s t i l l  ge tting  b illion s  
w orth  of new government b u ilt 
plants and the lio n s ’ share of the 
w ar orders, and have th e ir  do lla r- 
a-year agents in  key positions 
throughout the governm ent’s w ar 
production and con tracting  agen- 

I cies.

gram , spoke before the Overseas 
Press C lub in New Y o rk  and said 
th a t " th e  level o f liv in g  w ith in  
a few  sho rt m onths w i l l  no t be 
much above 1932, and th a t in 
1943 we sha ll su re ly  fa l l  below 
1932.”

Roosevelt’s 7 -po in t program  is 
today re fe rred  to as an a n ti- in ­
f la t io n  measure and ballyhooed 
as a measure to  p ro tect the peo­
p le ’s liv in g  standards. A c tu a lly , 
i t  is ne ither.

I t  w i l l  no t prevent in fla t io n  be­
cause i t  docs not s tr ik e  a t the 
cause o f in fla tio n . A s a resu lt, 
the cost o f liv in g  is going to  con­
tinue  to rise, despite a ll the elab­
ora te ru les and measures o f the 
O ffice o f P rice  A d m in is tra tio n .

I t  w il l no t p ro tec t the liv in g  
standards o f the masses because 
(1 ) i t  w i l l  "s tab ilize ”  ( th a t  is, 
freeze) wages th rough  the  W ar 
Labor Board w h ile the cost of 
liv in g  w il l  continue to  rise be­
cause the basic cause o f in fla t io n  
has no t been taken care o f ;  (2 ) 
i t  w i l l  make i t  im possib le fo r  the 
workers whose wages have lagged 
behind the in fla t io n a ry  process 
a ll a long, to catch up w ith  it ,  and 
w ill thus make perm anent the 
rea l wage cuts which they have 
suffe red since 1939.

F o r these reasons, Roosevelt’s 
7-po in t p rogram  m ust be recog­
nized fo r  w h a t i t  is  —  no t a 
measure in the in te rests o f the 
masses, bu t a measure designed 
to  place the ch ie f burden o f the 
w a r costs on the masses and to 
depress th e ir  liv in g  standards to 
a level low er than they reached 
d u rin g  the w o rs t depression in 
U n ited  States h is to ry .

T H E  C A U S E  OF 
IN F L A T IO N

The rea l cause o f the present 
in fla tio n  is recognized in  the te x t 
o f the O P A ’s General M axim um  
Price Regulations, which set price 
ceilings on p ra c tica lly  a ll com­
m odities, a lthough i t  would be 
hard to discover th a t the adm in­
is tra tio n  understood w h a t i t  was 
fro m  an exam ination  o f its  7- 
po in t p rogram .

In f la tio n  has been caused by 
the gap between the people’s de­
mand fo r  the th in gs  they need, 
consumers goods and services, 
and the am ount o f these th ings 
ava ilable. The reason fo r  th is  is 
th a t the governm ent has c u r ta il­
ed production o f consumers goods 
and services. In  1942, according 
to the OP A , the people w il l  have 
86 b illion  do lla rs  to spend fo r  
these th ings, and there w il l  be 
on ly 69 b illio n  w o rth  to  buy. As 
the w a r continues, the supply o f 
goods and services w il l  be fu r th e r  
curta iled . The demand fo r  these 
th in gs  however w i l l  become in ­
creased as household goods, etc., 
begin to  wear out. O bviously, the 
f ix in g  o f m axim um  prices on a ll 
com m odities is no t go ing to  solve 
the problem , because i t  cannot in ­
crease the supply nor d im in ish 
the need and demand fo r  these 
th ings.

T h is  is the ch ie f fa c to r in  in ­
fla tio n , bu t i t  is n o t the on ly  one. 
A no the r im p o rta n t fa c to r is the 
a rb it ra ry  and extrem e ly  h igh 
price rises induced by the  mono­
po ly corpora tions w h ich are f i l l ­
ing  m ost o f the w a r contracts fo r  
the governm ent. The O PA Reg- 

I u la tions say: "S ince the outbreak 
o f the w a r in  September, 1939, 
the prices o f basic raw  m ateria ls  
have risen by 66 per cent.”  De­
lib e ra te ly  planned shortages, to 
p u t p ro fits  in to  the pockets o f the 
ca p ita lis t class, have been cov­

ered up by the corpora tions ’ 
do lla r-a -yea r men in  W ashington. 
In  the same w ay, the so-called 
a n ti- in fla t io n  program  ignores 
the practices and ac tiv itie s  o f the 
monopolies which have so basic­
a lly  a ffected the prices o f m ost 
commodities fo r  both w a r and c i­
v ilia n  use.

T H E  B LA C K  M A R K E T
Because the a d m in is tra tio n ’s 

p rogram  does no t do a n y th in g  
about the basic problem  o f sup­
p ly  o f necessary goods, bu t on 
the con tra ry  intends to  ag g rav­
ate conditions by more c u r ta i l­
ments, the cost o f commodities 
is bound to rise . P ric e -fix in g  may- 
resu lt in  m a in ta in in g  prices a t 
th e ir  h igh  M arch, 1942 level on 
the “ lega l m arke t,”  bu.t i t  w i l l  
not prevent the  rise  o f an ille g a l 
"B lack  M arke t,”  to  which scarce 
com m odities w ill be d iverted and 
where they w il l  be sold a t tre m ­
endously h igh  prices.

This has been the case in  E ng­
land where p r ic e -f ix in g  s im ila r 
to- th a t o f the O PA was under­
taken e a rly  in  the w a r. W hen 
the demand g rew  fo r  such basic 
commodities as food and c lo th ­
ing, dealers w ithhe ld  them  from  
th e ir  re g u la r sales sources and 
sold them  on the B lack M a rk e t a t 
h ig h ly  in fla te d  prices. W orkers 
hate to go to  the B lack M arke t, 
bu t when the need fo r  th in gs  is 
g re a t enough, they m ust. G overn­
m ent o ffic ia ls  havo “ deplored”  
(he practice, b u t i t  is so w ide­
spread and makes so much p ro fits  
fo r  the ca p ita lis t friends  o f the 
governm ent o ffic ia ls , th a t no th ing 
is done about it .

N a tu ra lly , the rich  who have 
plenty o f money to  spare can pa­
tron ize  the B lack M arke t and get 
eve ry th ing  they want. The w o rk ­
ers, whose wages are frozen on 
the basis th a t prices have been 
frozen, m ust go to  i t  too, bu t 
only a t the  cost o f g re a tly  re ­
duced liv in g  standards. N o r is 

(Continued on page 2)

House Committee 
Votes to Go Easy 
On Profits Taxes
Brings Out Tax Plan 
Ignoring 'Equal 
Sacrifice' by Bosses

That portion of President 
Roosevelt’s “ equal sacrifice” 7- 
point program dealing with war 
profits and big personal in­
comes is melting away like 
snow under the hot Congres­
sional sun. The idea that the 
bosses should be called upon to 
“ sacrifice ”  is g e ttin g  nowhere 
fa s t in  Congress, and is ra is ing  
anguished howls fro m  the em­
ployers themselves.

The House W ays and Means 
Com m ittee gave a p ro m p t and 
unambiguous answer to  Roose­
v e lt ’s suggestion th a t a tax  p ro ­
gram  be passed to keep corporate 
p ro fits  a t a “ reasonably low  le v ­
e l”  and to l im it  personal incomes 
to $25,000 a year a f te r  taxes.

Las t week the com m ittee ap­
proved a ta x  p rogram  c a llin g  fo r  
a m axim um  ta x  o f 94 pe r cent 
on “ excess p ro fits ,”  “ excess p ro f­
its ”  being rou gh ly  those above 
the h ighest annual average o f 
“ norm al p ro fits ”  d u rin g  1936- 
1939. On the surface, th is -w ou ld  
seem be tte r than the T reasu ry ’s 
proposed plan, w h ich sets a 75 
per cent m axim um .

However, here is the jo k e r in  
the com m ittee ’s plan. I t  proposes 
a “ no rm a l”  p ro fits  ta x  and su r­
tax, fro m  which the bu lk  o f p ro f­
its  taxes are derived, which is 
15 p e r cent low er than th a t p ro ­
posed by the T reasury. The Com­
m ittee ’s plan calls fo r  a 40 per 
cent m axim um  in  “ no rm a l”  p ro f­
its  taxes instead o f the Treas­
u ry ’s proposed 55 per cent.

Thus, the House W ays and 
Means Com m ittee tax  program  
w il l  ac tua lly  ne t $700,000,000 
LESS than even the m ild  
T reasu ry  D epartm ent p ro fits  
tax  program .

B u t the com m ittee does not in ­
tend to- le t the w-ar p rogram  su f­
fe r  th rough th is . I t  is now w o rk ­
in g  on a plan to raise over $5,- 
000,000,000 from  the masses th ru  
a steep general sales tax . Con­
gress is a ll fo r  sacrifice  —  by 
the workers.

Kelly Postal 
Sentenced Up 
To Five Years

Speaks Against Pay Raises 
Provided In Union Contract
FDR Wires Wage Conference Thai Increases 
Are 'Irreconcilable With National Policy'

By A R T  P R E IS

P res iden t R oosevelt, th ro u g h  h is  d ire c t in te rv e n ­
t io n  last S aturday in  the  W a r P ro d u c tio n  B o a rd ’ s 
sh ip ya rd  wage n eg o tia tions  con fe rence , has m ade i t  
c lea r tha t h is  wage “ s ta b iliz a tio n ”  p la n , a m a jo r  p ro ­
v is io n  o f  h is  7 -p o in t p ro g ra m , is a im ed a t estab lish ­
in g  genera l wage freez ing .

In a strongly worded telegram lo the Ghicago conference 
of government officials, shipyard owners and union leaders, 
Roosevelt issued a virtual ultimatum against the granting of 
any general wage increases for the nation’s 800.000 shipyard 
workers. Such increases are automatically provided for in the 
present industry-wide zone stabilization agreements signed last 
year by the AFL and CIO at the insistence of the government 
its e lf. ®

By JA C K  R A N G E R

M IN N E A P O L IS , May 1 
—  K e lly  Posta l, secretary- 
tre asu re r o f  Loca l 544- 
C IO , was sentenced today 
to  serve up  to  f iv e  years 
in  S tillw a te r p e n ite n tia ry  
fo r  the  a lleged “ embezzle­
m en t”  o f  8 5 ,0 0 0  f ro m
A F L  Team sters President Tobin. 
The $5,000 was p a rt o f the union 
treasu ry  which the Local 544 
membership ins tructed  Posta l to 
tu rn  over to a U n ion Defense 
Com m ittee in order to keep the 
un ion ’s p ro p e rty  ou t o f D ic ta to r 
T ob in ’s hands when i t  voted to 
d is a ff ilia te  fro m  the  A F L  and 

i jo in  the CIO la s t June.
Judge Selover refused to  con­

sider probation fo r Postal o r to 
re fe r the case to  the probation 
office fo r  investiga tion .

Execution o f sentence was 
stayed u n t il M ay 15 to  p e rm it 
appeal to  the M innesota Supreme 
Court, and Posta l was released 
on con tinu ing  bond.

A  s im ila r  charge o f “ embezzle­
m ent”  aga inst Postal, in vo lv in g  
$1,000, was dismissed by D is tr ic t  
C ourt Judge Lev i H a ll la s t Jan ­
u a ry  a f te r  presenta tion o f s tate 
tes tim ony in a t r ia l /  Judge H a ll 
ru led the state had not estab lish­
ed c r im in a l in te n t in the case.

Two add itiona l g rand la rceny 
charges are pending aga inst Post­
al and M iles Dunne, 544 p res i­
dent, and Moe H ork , 544 o rgan­
izer.

Resentment a t Posta l’s convic­
tion  on Tob in ’s fram ed charges 
is intense among M inneapolis 
d rive rs . M any have sent in con­
tr ib u tio n s  to  Local 544-CIO to- f i­
nance an appeal to the state Su­
preme Court.

Roosevelt’s te legram  stated 
b lu n tly :

“ The s itu a tio n  th a t now con­
fro n ts  you is  th a t the fu l l  pe r­
centage wage increase fo r  
which you r contracts ca ll, and 
to which, by the le tte r  o f the 
law , you are en titled , is  ir r e ­
concilable w ith  the na tiona l 
po licy to  con tro l the cost o f 
liv in g .”

The con tractua l provis ion to 
which Roosevelt’s telegram  refers, 
is a specific clause in  the indus­
try-w ide agreement, drawn up 
o r ig in a lly  by the government, 
which unam biguously calls fo r an 
autom atic upward readjustm ent 
of wages to b r in g  them in  line  
w ith  price rises.

T h is  clause was conceded to 
the unions in re tu rn  fo r  agree­
ing  to  a no -s trike  po licy and 
accepting a general wage scale 
low er than the then highest 
p re va ilin g  union ra tes in  many 
areas.

Roosevelt’s dem onstrative m an­
date to the sh ipyard  w orkers ’ un­
ions is an open v io la tio n  o f his 
assurances, made in  his Congres­
sional message of A p r il 27, tha t 
“ e x is ting  con tracts  between em­
ployers and employes m ust, in  
a ll fa irness, he carried  ou t to  the 
exp ira tion  dates o f those con­
trac ts .”

E F F E C T  ON O TH ER 
CO NTRACTS

Here is a dangerous precedent, 
going fa r  beyond the question of 
wage freezing, w h ich  may pave 
the way fo r the abrogation o f a ll 
ex is ting  un ion contracts under 
the pretext of “ w ar-tim e neces­
s ity .”  I f  the prov is ions of a con­
tra c t in vo lv in g  800,000 sh ipyard 
workers can be a rb it ra r ily  tossed 
in to  the ash-c.an, w hat is to guar­
antee thaV auy and a ll union con­
tracts cannot be dealt w ith  in  the 
same fashion and under the same 
pretext? Roosevelt’s o rder to the 
shipyard workers, i f  accepted, 
w ill undoubtedly be the cue fo r 
wholesale attem pts a t contract 
v io la tions by the employers.

The c a p ita lis t class has a l­
ways demanded th a t the w o rk ­
ers respect the  "s a n c tity ”  o f 
contracts. The bosses in s is t 
that, the w orkers liv e  up to  the 
la s t comma and period o f a 
con tract th a t is  to  the em ploy­
e r’s in terests. B u t, as Roose­
v e lt’s te legram  shows, they do 
no t hesitate to  v io la te  the  “ sane 
t i t y ”  o f any contract provis ion 
which is in  the w o rkers ’ in ­
terest.

te legram  is expected to re s u lt in  
a subs tan tia l reduction  in  the  
am ount o f increases w h ich  the 
sh ipya rd  w orkers  m ig h t o th e r­
wise have obtained, i f  i t  does no t 
resu lt in  e lim in a tin g  a ll increas­
es.

SETS A  P R E C E D E N T
The p rim a ry  and most im m edi­

ate purpose behind Roosevelt’s 
sh ipyard  wage order is to set a 
precedent fo r the position w h ich 
the W ar Labor Board w i l l  take 
toward the c u rre n t demands of 
the steel, auto and other unions 
fo r general wage increases.

Last week, W ill ia m  Davis, 
(Continued on page 2)

Supreme Court 
Refuses to Act 
On Waller Case

M AY 5.— The United States 
Supreme Court yesterday refus­
ed jurisdiction in the case of 
Odell Waller, Negro sharecrop­
per sentenced to die on May 
19 for the self-defense k illing 
o f his w h ite  fa rm e r land lord , Os­
car Davis, in  a d ispute over crop 

1 shares which were due h im .
W a lle r ’s la w yer, John F. F in - 

e rty , im m ed ia te ly  pe titioned the 
Supreme C ourt fo r  a re-hearing . 
M eanwhile, G overnor Darden o f 
V irg in ia  has been asked to  g ra n t 
a 30-day s tay  o f execution, so 
th a t the C ourt m ay act on the 
pe tition . The shai-ecropper’s l i fe  
w i l l  p robab ly depend on the  
C o u rt’s action.

ISSUES IN  T H E  C ASE
Also involved in the case is the 

whole question o f the po ll ta x  
and the denia l o f vo tin g  and ju r y ­
serv ing  r ig h ts  fo r  N egro  and 
w h ite  w orkers  in m any Southern 
states. The W orkers  Defense 
League appealed the case to  the 
Supreme C ourt on the ground 
th a t W a lle r was tr ied  by a ju ry  
from  w hich non-payers o f the 
po ll tax  were system atica lly  
barred, and w hich the re fo re  was 
no t a ju r y  o f his peers and could 
no t be im p a rtia l.

The League presented a ffid a ­
v its  show ing th a t over 80 per 
cent o f the popu lation o f P itts -  
sy ivan ia  County, V irg in ia , where 
the t r ia l  was held, were unable 

I to pay the  po ll taxes and were 
thereby barred fro m  g rand  and 

j p e t it  ju r y  lis ts  in  the county.
Roosevelt’s sh ipyard  wage order Supreme C ourt fa ilu re  to  pass

also fixes the seal of approval on 
the actual wage cuts sustained by 
the workers du rin g  the past pe­
riod of price rises. Past price 
rises have meant a 13 per ceut 
slice in wages fo r the Pacific coast 
shipyard workers, and a 16 per 
cent cut fo r those in the G ulf

judgm en t on the case w i l l  be 
tan tam oun t to sanction o f the 
po il tax  as w e ll as o f the exe­
cution  o f a v ic tim  o f J im  Crow 
oppression.

The ease has a ttrac ted  w ide 
support fro m  CIO and A F L  
unions th roughou t the coun try  
who understand the issues invo lv -

See ed ito ria l on “ Dem ocracy”  
on Page 4 o f th is  issue.

zone. Under the provis ions of j ■
the contracts, these w orkers are ! ed. The B rotherhood o f Sleep- 
now en titled  to upward wage a<l- in g  C ar P orte rs  and the N a tion - 

jus tm ents  to o ffs e t a respective 13 
and 16 per cent rise  in the cost 
of l iv in g  since the o rig in a l sign­
in g  o f the contracts. Roosevelt’s ! in  the defense o f W a lle r.

al Association fo r  the Advance­
m ent o f Colored People have g iv ­
en p a r tic u la r ly  active cooperation
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SWP Holds Meetings 
To Celebrate May Day
Chicago
CHICAGO, May 3. —  A l­

bert Goldman, attorney for the 
18 defendants recently convict­
ed in the Minneapolis “ sedi­
tion”  tria l, called for interna­
tional working class solidarity 
in the struggle to abolish war 
and fascism. He was the main 
speaker at the Chicago Social­
ist Party May Day rally.

I t  was in  th is  same c ity  56 
years ago th a t the H aym arke t 
M a rty rs  gave up th e ir  'lives d u r­
in g  the f i r s t  days o f the f ig h t  
f 6T the 8 hour day. D u rin g  the 
in te rven ing  years m any more 
w orkers have made heroic sacri­
fices fo r  add itiona l gains and a 
be tte r standard o f liv in g .

W h ile  the  C om m unist P a rty  
leaders in th e ir  m eeting here two 
days ago urged the w orkers to 
re linqu ish  m any o f these gains, 
the  SWP commemorated M ay 
D ay in  keeping w ith  the t ra d i­
tion  o f the day —  in te rna tiona l 
.so lida rity  and continuance o f the 
S truggle fo r  im proved conditions.

Speaking o f the w a r, Goldman 
said, ‘ ‘Fascism  is the greatest 
enemy o f the w orkers. W e are 
w ith  them one thousand per cent 
in  th e ir  desire to  destroy fa s ­
cism. We say to  the w orkers : 
‘E stab lish  a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ­
ers’ Governm ent .here th a t can 
appeal to the German and I ta l ­
ian w orkers to ove rth row  H it le r  
and M usso lin i by assuring them 
th a t there w i l l  not be another 
V ersa illes T re a ty .’

“ S tandard O il, General E lec­
tr ic ,  A lcoa, duPont and the others 
are not in terested in f ig h tin g  fas ­
cism. The T rum an  Com m ittee 
inves tiga tion  has shown th a t. Y e t 
these corpora tions ru n  the m a jo r 
w a r industries. W e say: ‘E x ­
p ro p ria te  the w a r industries and 
operate them  under w o rke rs ’ con­
tro l..

“ We m ust convince the m a jo r­
i t y  o f the w o rkers  th a t th e ir  
fundam enta l problem s can be 
solved on ly  by socialism . U n til 
then,”  he said, “ we subm it to the 
m a jo r ity  and continue to  show 
the people th a t to destroy fas­
cism they m ust establish socia l­
ism .”

M ilw aukee
M IL W A U K E E , W is., M ay 2. 

— A lb e r t  Goldman was the speak­
e r a t a sm all bu t sp ir ite d  M ay 
D ay ra l ly  held here to n ig h t un ­
der the auspices o f the local 
branch o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a rty .

Goldman analyzed the p ro b ­
lems fac in g  the masses o f people 
in th is  coun try  today. He showed 
how the developm ent o f the w a r 
was p lac ing ever g re a te r burdens 
on the w orkers, the N egro  and 
the Jew ish people, the sm all busi­
ness men. Socialism , he declare^ 
was the on ly  so lu tion fo r  these 
problem s sharpened by the w a r 
and the degeneration o f the cap­
ita l is t  system.

Philadelphia
PH ILA D E LP H IA , Pa. — 

The Socialist Workers Party 
May Day ra lly  held here on 
Friday night was a very small 
affair, but it  was devoted to 
the observance of the m ilitant 
anti-capitalist tradition of this 
workers’ holiday, and to a re­
a ffirm a tio n  of in te rna tiona lism  as 
the on ly road fo r the workers.

Members of the p a rty  also dis­
tribu ted  SWP leaflets at a S ta lin ­
is t "D efeat H it le r  —  Open A Sec­
ond F ro n t’’ ra l ly  held the same 
evening, and were able to hold 
th e ir  ground u n t il a ll th e ir  leaf­
lets were given out, despite the 
attacks o f a CP "goon squad.”

Most o f the workers who came 
took the leaflets, and several were 
heard saying to each o ther tha t 
they had better read the leafle t 
outside o r some pa rty  fun c tion ­
a ry  would seize it. One CP mem­
ber, a fte r observing the actions 
of the “ goon squad”  and the CP 
functionaries, openly came over to 
one o f the d is tr ibu to rs  and apo­
logized fo r th e ir  te rro r is tic  
tactics.

Reading
READING, Pa., May 4. — 

A well-attended gathering of 
steel, railroad, machinist, hos­
iery and other trade union 
workers and their families par­
ticipated in a May Day ra lly 
and outing here yesterday under 
the auspices of the local branch 
o f the Socialist W orkers Party. 
Members and sym pathizers of the 
SWP from  A llen tow n and Quaker- 
tow n came many m iles to jo in  In 
celebrating the ho liday of w o rk ­
ing-class in te rna tiona lism .

A r t  Preis gave the m ain ta lk  
o f the ra lly . He described th *

significance o f May Day as the 
tra d itio n a l day o f in te rna tiona l 
working-class strugg le against the 
ru lin g  classes and analyzed the 
development of the great In te rna­
tiona l events of the past year 
and th e ir  m eaning fo r  the A m e r­
ican workers.

The ta lk  was received en thus i­
astica lly  and whs followed by a 
liv e ly  discussion on a ll the m ajor 
issues con fron ting  tho workers Of 
Am erica and the world . T h is  was 
one of the most successful a ffa irs  
ever sponsored by the local SWP.

Minneapolis
M INNEAPOLIS, May 1. — 

Following refusal of University 
of Minnesota authorities to per­
m it him to accept the invita­
tion of the student forum com­
mittee to address a student 
gathering. Albert Goldman was 
guest speaker at an enthusiastic 
May Day gathering  in  the head­
quarters o f the M inneapolis 
branch o f the Socia list W orkers 
P arty  th is  evening.

Despite a d r iv in g  ra in , e igh ty 
friends and sympathizers, Inc lud­
ing a group of U n ive rs ity  s tu ­
dents, attended the meeting, and 
a collection of $35 was taken.

Goldman, recently convicted 
w ith  17 others in  the M inneapolis 
“ sed ition”  tr ia l,  described some of 
the great in te rna tiona l May Days 
of the past, when the Com m unist 
In te rn a tion a l was led by Lenin 
and T ro tsky, and contrasted t l ie lr  
in te rna tiona lism  w ith  the na tion ­
alism  o f S ta lin ’s May Day mes­
sage th is  year. He analyzed the 
actions of Am erican cap ita lis ts  in 
ho ld ing up the conversion of t l ie lr  
industries to w ar production, and 
th e ir  patent pools w ith  Nazi busi­
nessmen, to show that B ig  Busi­
ness Is not opposed to fascism and 
th a t the w orkers m ust take in to  
th e ir  own hands the contro l of 
the figh t against fascism and its  
breeding ground, the decaying 
cap ita lis t system. Only socialism 
can defeat fascism, he said.

Comrade Goldman received an 
ovation when he concluded w ith  
an eloquent statement of his con­
v ic tio n  th a t the w orkers o f the 
world would yet come to embrace 
M arxism  and would bu ild  the 
w o rld  socia list society. The meet­
ing  closed w ith  s ing ing  o f The 
In terna liona le .

Grace Carlson was chairm an. 
The m eeting was sponsored by 
the St. Paul and M inneapolis 
branches of the Socialist W orkers 
Party.

Boston
BOSTON — The importance 

of preserving the original mean­
ing and traditions of May Day 
was stressed at the May Day 
meeting and social held by the 
Boston branch of the Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty .

Comrade A . K on ikow , speaker 
o f the evening and one o f the 
found ing  members o f the T ro t­
s ky is t m ovem ent in  the U n ited  
States, reviewed the 52 M ay Days 
she has observed in the 52 years 
she has functioned in  the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  movement. She conclud­
ed w ith  the sta tem ent th a t condi­
tions in  the w o rke rs ’ movement 
today convince her th a t the eman­
c ipa tion  o f the in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk in g  class is no t fa r  o ff.

The m eeting was closed w ith  
the s in g in g  o f The In te rn a tio n ­
ale, and was fo llow ed by a social 
a f fa ir .

Newark
N E W A R K — A n audience com­

posed a lm ost com ple te ly o f w o rk ­
ers in the im p o rta n t industries 
o f N o rth e rn  New Jersey listened 
eager'y  to  the in s tru c tive  speech 
o f John G. W r ig h t  which fe a tu r­
ed the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
M ay D ay ra l ly  in N ewark.

W r ig h t  recounted the rise  and 
g ro w th  o f the m il ita n t labor 
movement fro m  the f irs t  M ay 
Day to  today, and traced the de­
velopm ent o f the fo u r  in te rn a ­
tionals d u rin g  th a t period. He 
stated th a t the new w a r s itua ­
tion  magnified and sharpen­
ed the problem s fac in g  the A m e r­
ican w o rk in g  class, bu t pointed 
ou t th a t the re vo 'u tio n a ry  w o rk ­
ers were s t i l l  obliged to  seek an 
in te rna tiona l solution o f these 
problems. H is account o f M ay 
D ay dem onstrations in  Europe 
du ring  the f i r s t  w o rld  w a r, when 
the s itua tion  seemed as bad as i t  
does today, was p a rtic u la r ly  in ­
sp ir in g  to the audience.

A f te r  the m eeting, w o rk in g  
c'ass songs were played and sung 
by the w orkers, refreshm ents 
were served, the seats were c lear­
ed away and there was dancing.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

New York
NEW  YORK — More than 

200 members and sympathizers 
of the Socialist Workers Party 
met in Werdermann’s Hall here 
on Friday, May 1, to c-elebrate 
the first May Day since the 
fo rm a l entry o f the U n ited  
States in to  the second world war.

W hile  the S ta lin is ts  and o ffic ia l 
labor loaders turned th e ir  backs 
Upon th is  tra d it io n a l celebration 
o f w o rk in g  class s trugg le  against 
the bosses, the T ro tsky is ts  called 
upon the worker's to hold a lo ft 
the banner o f in te rna tiona l Solid­
a r ity .  The usual NeW Y o rk  M ay 
Day parade, w h ich  In past years 
involved tens o f thousands o f 
w orkers leav ing  th e ir  jobs to 
dem onstrate fo r  th e ir  demands, 
wasktiOt held th is  year. Responsi­
b i l i t y  fo r  th is  belongs to the S ta­
lin is ts  who con tro l the so-called 
United May Day Committee which 
called upon the worker's to  stay 
a t th e ir  jobs and con tribu te  a 
day’s pay to  the USO.

A t  the T ro ts k y is t m eeting, 
Lyd ia  Beidel traced the h is to ry  
o f M ay Day fro m  its  inception 
56 years ago to  the present day, 
show ing how the w orkers had be­
gun w ith  the demand fo r  the 
e igh t hour day, and how year by 
year o ther demands had been add­
ed u n t il M ay D ay came to be 
known th roughou t the w o rld  as 
the day on which w o rkers  down­
ed tools and came ou t in to  the 
streets w ith  th e ir  p rogram s and 
slogans.

She also to 'd  about the m ag­
n ifice n t M ay Day celebrations in 
Russia d u rin g  the revo lu tion , and 
the B e rlin  M ay Day o f 1917 which 
hastened the end o f W orld  
W ar I.

W illia m  F. W arde, the p r in c i­
pal speaker, dw e lt upon the e f­
fe c t o f U n ited  States e n try  in to  
the w a r on the problem s o f the 
workers, and the vicious a ttack 
under w ay aga inst th e ir  unions 
and liv in g  standards. Showing 
how the w o rk in g  masses led by 
12 m illio n  organized un ion ists 
in th is  cou n try  toge ther w ith  
th e ir  fam ilies  make up a m a jo r­
ity  o f the people, W arde pointed 
ou t how they could stop the 
m arch o f reaction and move fo r ­
ward to  new gains.

C a lling  on the un ion movement 
to s t if fe n  its  ranks and to adopt 
a po licy o f no more re trea ts , 
W arde presented the m eeting 
w ith  the program  o f the Social­
is t  W orkers P a rty . He also d is­
cussed the necessity fo r  w orkers 
in th is  cou n try  to g ive aid to 
the Soviet U n ion and China in 
the w ar, and to support the s tru g ­
gle o f the Ind ian  masses fo r  in ­
dependence.

The m eeting ended w ith  the un ­
v e ilin g  o f a bust o f Leon T ro tsky  
and the s ing ing  o f The In te rn a ­
tionale as a salute to  the m em ory 
o f the founder o f the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tiona l.

The h a ll was decorated w ith  
banners cal in g  fo r  the defense 
o f the Soviet U n ion, the preserva­
tion  o f c iv il libe rties  and labo r’s 
r ig h ts , the fo rm a tio n  o f an inde­
pendent labo r p a rty , the abo lition  
o f a ll fo rm s o f J im  C row ism , and 
the creation o f a W orke rs ’ and 
F a rm ers ’ Governm ent and a So­
c ia lis t U n ited  States o f the 
W orld . -

The enthusiastic audience sang 
revo lu tiona ry  songs, and co n trib ­
uted a lm ost $100 to a collection 
to c a rry  on the w o rk  o f the p a r­
ty . George G ran t, Local New 
Y o rk  p a r ty  organ izer, acted as 
chairm an.

Seattle
SEATTLE, Wash., May 3— 

The Seattle branch of the So­
cialist Workers Rarty celebra­
ted May Day with a picnic in 
a park featuring a short talk 
on the sign ificance o f th is  w o rk ­
ers’ ho liday.

The a f fa ir  was attended by 18 
people, which is both s ign ifican t 
and hearten ing because an SWP 
a f fa ir  held in the same place a 
year ago was attended by on ly 
6 members and friends.

FDR Shipyard Plan Shows ‘ Wage 
Stabilizing’ Means Wage Freezing
Price Fixing Will 
Not Stop Rise In 
Cost of Living

(Continued from, page 1) 
there much th a t they can do about 
it, fo r  i f  they com plain, they are 
p iously to ld  th a t they know they 
shouldn’t  buy on the B lack M a r­
ket —  the on ly place they  can 
get m any o f the th ings  they need.

In  short, price f ix in g  resu lts  in 
tho creation o f a B lack M arke t, 
and the B lack M arke t is on ly an* 
other name fo r  a place where you 
btiy th ings  at the in fla te d  prices 
which are supposed to  be abol* 
ished by price f ix in g .

• And Henderson's statement 
th a t “ a whole a rm y  o f people 
searching fo r  v io la tions  w i l l  not 
be an im p o rta n t p a r t o f the p ic­
tu re ”  w i l l  be construed by, many 
dealers as a sem i-inv ita tion  to 
s ta r t  B lack M arke t operations.

W H A T  W A G E  F R E E Z IN G  
W IL L  M E A N

Roosevelt's 7-potnt program 
does no t contem plate the freez­
in g  o f wages by leg is la tion  '“ un­
der present circum stances,”  but 
th a t he expects wages to  be fro z ­
en ju s t the same is indicated by 
his s ta tem ent th a t “ You (who 
w ork  fo r  wages) w i l l  have to 
forego h igher wages fo r  you r p a r­
t ic u la r job  fo r  the du ra tion  o f the 
w a r.”

The “ present circum stances ’ 
which Roosevelt has in  m ind are 
the “ no -s tr ike ”  pledges given by 
the union leaders and th e ir  de­
pendence on the W a r Labor Board 
to g ra n t them  wage increases. As 
long as the union leaders keep 
th e ir  members in line  and p re­
vent them  from  using th e ir 
m ost im p o rta n t ba rga in ing  weap­
on, the s tr ike , Roosevelt’s order 
to  the W ar Labor Board no t to 
g ra n t wage increases w i l l  be ju s t 
as e ffec tive  as leg is la tion  to 
freeze wages. Roosevelt w i l l  not 
th in k  i t  necessary to use leg is­
la tion  u n til the unions begin to 
s tr ik e  to  achieve the demands de­
nied them  by the em ployers and 
the W ar Labor Board.

B u t whatever way wages arc | 
frozen, by Roosevelt's order or 
by leg is la tion , the e ffec t on the 
w orkers ’ l iv in g  standards w ill be 
the same once the B lack M arke t 
appears and the e ffe c t o f price 
f ix in g  is nu llifie d .

On top o f th is, i t  m ust be re ­
membered th a t rea l wages have 
a lready been slashed by price 
rises. T h is  is tru e  o f the w o rk ing  
class as a whole since P earl H a r­
bor, and p a r tic u la r ly  o f the un ­
organized workers, w h ite  co llar 
employees and a ll others w ith o u t 
any rea l ba rga in ing  power ever 
since 1939.

The O P A ’s regu la tions give a 
rea l p ic tu re  o f the extent to 
which in fla t io n  has already taken 
place: “ The price rises which 
have occurred since September, 
1939, w i l l  increase by 35 b illions 
o f do lla rs the money cost o f the 
w ar program  now authorized.”  
Since the to ta l w ar appropria tions 
are 158 b illions, th is  means an in ­
fla t io n a ry  rise  o f 22 per cent has 
already taken place.

And notice too —  th is  is very
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im p o rtan t —  the governm ent is 
going to  pay the corpora tions 
tha t increase o f 35 b illio n  do l­
la rs ! The corpora tions are go ing 
to get an increase in  keeping w ith  
the in fla t io n a ry  rise —  bu t the 
w orkers who have suffe red wage 
cuts and cuts in  th e ir  liv in g  
standards because o f price rises, 
are not go ing to  get any such 
increase! And Roosevelt has the 
nerve to  ta lk  about equa lity  o f 
sacrifice !

T H E  LA B O R  M O V E M E N T  
N E E D S  ITS  O W N PROGRAM

I t  is c lear th a t the labor move­
m ent needs its  own program  to  
p ro tec t its  own in te rests in  th is  
s itua tion .

In  the f irs t  place, i t  m ust no t 
surrender its  demand fo r  wage 
increases to  meet the past rises 
in  the cost o f liv in g . I f  the g ia n t 
corpora tions can be compensated 
fu r  price rises to  the tune o f 35 
b illions do lla rs, then the w orkers 
are en titled  to com pensation fo r  

i the loss o f the rea l wages th a t 
i they have sustained!

Secondly, the w orkers m ust de- 
] mand the r is in g  scale o f wages 
to  meet fu tu re  price  rises. I f  
the governm ent rea lly  believes 
th a t i t  has stab ilized the cost o f 
liv in g , then it  can have no va lid  
objections to  th is  demand. I f  the 
governm ent opposes th is  demand, 
then i t  shows th a t i t  has no fa ith  
in its  a b ili ty  to  achieve s ta b il­
iza tion of the cost of liv in g , and 
adm its th a t its  ju s tific a tio n  fo r  
W ar Labor Board wage freez ing  
(s tab iliza tion  o f the cost o f l i v ­
in g ) is a fraud . I f  th is  is the 
case, then i t  is a ll the more a 
reason fo r  ra is ing  the demand 
fo r  a r is in g  scale o f wages!

T h ird ly , the labo r movement 
m ust demand th a t price  f ix in g  
and ra tio n in g  o f scarce com m odi­
ties m ust be carried  out under 
the con tro l o f consumers’ com­
m ittees, made up o f delegates 
from  trade unions, fa rm e rs ’ o r­
ganizations, cooperatives, house­
wives, sm all businessmen, etc. 
Roosevelt says ra tio n in g  is the 
“ dem ocratic, equitable so lu tion .”  
W hether o r n o t th is  is so w i l l  
depend on who is in  con tro l o f it .

I I f  i t  is in  the hands o f tools o f 
the b ig  com m ercial in te rests and 
the B lack M arke t speculators, i t  

I w i l l  no t be e ith e r dem ocratic or 
! equitable o r a solution. O nly con- 
1 t ro l o f prices and ra tio n in g  by 
j consumers’ com m ittees, responsi- 
| ble to the o rgan iza tions o f the 
I masses, w ill guarantee th a t the 
rich  w ill no t have an advantage 
over the poor!

And la s tly , the labo r movement 
m ust demand th a t con tro l o f p ro ­
duction be taken ou t o f the hands 
o f the in d iv idu a l m onopolists and 
th e ir  do lla r-a -year agents in  
W ashington, who are concerned 
p r im a r ily  w ith  m ak ing  p ro fits  fo r  
the S ix ty  Fam ilies. There is s t ill 
p len ty  o f labor power, the re  are 
s t i ' l  p len ty  o f p roductive fa c il i­
ties which could be used to p ro ­
duce necessary consumers goods, 
which are blocked by the desire 
o f the corpora tions to  preserve 
th e ir  m onopoly p riv ileges a fte r  
the w ar. The masses, the m a jo r­
ity  o f the people, should have the 
r ig h t  to  determ ine the am ount 
o f consumers goods to  be p ro ­
duced and the r ig h t  to crack down 
on the p ro fit-se ek ing  cap ita lis ts  
who prevent production o f neces­
sary  goods. The labo r movement 
m ust demand th a t the govern­
ment take over the  basic indus­
tries  under the 'c o n tro l o f the 
workers themse’ves. In  th is  way 
alone w ill the w orkers be assured 
o f m axim um  production o f con­
sumers goods, a necessary part 
o f the s trugg le  against in f la t io n !

FDR Is Against 
Raises Provided 
In Union Contract

(Continued f rom  page i )

cha irm an of the W LB, stated tha t 
the W LB 's position on wage In ­
creases is “ not as fle x ib le  as 
i t  was.”  He added th a t general 
increases in  “ standard" Wages 
were ruled out, de fin ing standard 
wages as those now fixed by un­
ion contracts. T ills  could on ly 
be taken as a reference to the 
wages of the steel, auto and other 
un ion Workers.

W rit in g  on the President's 
shipyard wage order In thC .Veir 
York Timex. May 5, the au thor­
ita tiv e  W ashington commentator, 
A r th u r  K rock. Indicates tha t 
Roosevelt's shipyard wage d irec t­
ive is intended as a general wage­
freez ing  precedent. K rock  states:

“ I f  the governm ent. . . were 
to  sanction the increases in d i­
cated in  the (sh ipya rd ) con­
trac ts , i t  would be d i f f ic u lt  i f  
not impossible to  res tra in  a 
sp ira l o f wage raises a ll along 
the in dus try  line, p a rtic u la r ly  
the $1 a day increase now be­
in g  sought by the Steel W o rk ­
ers O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee."

U N IO N  LE A D E R S  W O R R IE D
Aside from  the S ta lin is ts  and 

the Am algamated C lo th ing  W ork ­
ers leaders under the influence 
of Sidney H illm a n , who have 
given the expected qu ick endorse­
ment of Roosevelt's wage scheme, 
the trade un ion leaders generally 
have as yet w ithhe ld  definite com­
ment one way o r another.

But i t  is no secret tha t many 
of them, in c lu d in g  CIO President 
P h ilip  M urray, are greatly  dis­
turbed by Roosevelt’s proposal. 
They realize tha t wage freezing 
may have disastrous consequences 
fo r un ion organization. F u rthe r 
extension of un ion organization 
may become extrem ely d iff ic u lt  i f  
not impossible, since few unor­
ganized workers are lik e ly  to 
jo in  unions and pay dues when 
they feel they have l i t t le  pros­
pect of ge tting  improvements, 
p a rtic u la r ly  of wages.

In  addition, new ly recru ited  un­
ion members whose union con­
sciousness is no t yet fu lly  devel­
oped, and the more backward 
layers o f un ion workers gener­
a lly . may tend to drop out of un­
ions which no longer o ffe r them 
the hope of be tte r l iv in g  condi­
tions.

These considerations m u s t  
weigh heavily w ith  many A F L  
and CIO leaders. T lie lr  silence 
has been generally Interpreted to 
mean a deep disqu iet about tne 
real im p lica tions of the Roosevelt 
wage scheme.

I t  also re flec ts  the te r r if ic  
pressure which the union ranks 
are b r in g in g  to  bear on the 
union leaders. The steel, au to 
and o ther in d u s tr ia l w orkers 
have no in ten tion  o f g iv in g  up 
w ith o u t a m u rm ur the ju s tified  
wage increases they have de­
manded. And they are b it te r ­
ly  opposed to any fo rm  o f wage 
freezing.

SWOC C O N FE R E N C E
A t the May 3 conference of 400 

SWOC delegates called to P itts ­
burgh almost Im m ediate ly a fte r 
Roosevelt announced his 7-po»n; 
program, M urray  took special 
pains to pu t to rest rum ors that 
he was ready to break w ith  the 
ad m in is tra tion  over the “ wagr 
s ta b iliza tio n ”  issue. Ho declared:

“ I hasten to say th a t the Presi­

dent and I are not at odds. I am 
one of those persons who m ight 
even disagree w ith  a President of 
the United States, but the lac i 
that I have disagreed about pol­
icy does not mean tha t such dis­
agreement has brought about a 
pa rting  of the way's. I Wbuld lose 
my s h irt today to help the Presi­
dent w in  the w ar.”

A t  the same tfWe, M u rra y  
was constra ined t6  add th a t 
“ the position o f labor ift A m e r­
ica is one o f Unalterable ofiftfl- 
s itio n  to  w age-freezing”  and 
th a t the CIO  was “ bound to  
have m isunderstandings and 
disagreem ents about certa fft 
policies w ith  respect to  the 
prosecution o f the w ar.”
T h is  assurance to the steel 

workers tha t he could s t i l l  m a in ­
ta in  specific “ d ifferences" With 
the ad m in is tra tion , a lthough sup­
po rting  its  general policies, was 
offered as a concession to the 
sentim ents of the delegates, who 
expressed by unanim ous resolu­
t io n  t l ie lr  continued determ ina­
tion  to press th e ir  demand fo r 
a general do lla r-a -day pay in ­
crease.

T H E IR  D IL E M M A
Coming ju s t before the conven­

ing  on May 19 o f the f irs t  consti­
tu tio na l convention Of the SWOC. 
of which M urra y  is chairm an, 
Roosevelt's wage proposal m ust be 
especially d is tu rb ing  to M urray. 
The steel workers are expecting 
a wage raise. The adm in is tra tion  
is preparing  to reject the demand 
o r o ffe r a very poor compromise. 
M urray  cannot go along w ith  Ui6 
ad m in is tra tion  scheme w ith o u t se­
rious ly  underm in ing  h is prestige 
among the steel workers. Yet he 
cannot figh t the ad m in is tra tion  
on th is  issue and hope at the 
same tim e to re ta in  its  “ good 
w i l l”  or escape a slashing govern­
m ental attack.

M urray, and the o ther national I 
union leaders o f s im ila r  views, ; 
are now thorough ly entangled In 
the con trad ic tions of th e ir  posi­
tion . To continue th e ir  policies 
of appeasing the employers and 
government, means to accept con­
d itions which may underm ine 
t l ie lr  un ion base. To figh t the em­
ployers and government, means 
to abandon the whole fic tion  o f 
“ na tional u n ity ”  which the un ion ' 
leaders themselves ''YffiYe been I 
most anxious to foster.

How w i l l  the un ion leaders seek 
to resolve th e ir  insoluble d ilem ­
ma? They have always followed 
a po licy of avo id ing m ilita n t 
strugg le against the bosses, even 
in  peace-time and when c ircum ­
stances were most favorable fo r 
such struggles. T h e ir whole p h il­
osophy Is one of collaboration 
w ith  the employers and govern­
ment. They surrendered the r ig h t 
to s trike , double-time pay, union 
opposition to speedup, w ith ou t 
even the pretense o f a s trugg le . 
They are now more anxious than 
ever to keep In the good graces 
of the government. Thus, a l1 
they are do ing 1b floundering  
about, hoping against hope that 
Roosevelt w i l l  give them some 
sort o f “ ou t”  which they can 
present to the workers.

A P O S S IB LE  M O V E
A possible “ o u t”  has been pu t 

forw ard by W LB  cha irm an Davis. 
In  his newspaper, In te rv iew  on 
A p r il 29, Davis stated tha t th< 
W LB  m ig h t agree to some “ un 
ion secu rity " concessions in  view 
of the fact tha t general wage 
freezing is to becomo the rule.

“ W e’re go ing to  have to  call 
on the leaders o f labor to  put 
t h i s  ( 'w age s ta b iliza tio n ’) 
over,”  stated Davis. “ T h a t be­
in g  so, th a t is  another reason

LOS ANGFLLS, Cal., May 
4 (By wire) —  More than 150 
people attended yesterday’s C i­
v il Rights Defense Committee 
meeting in this city to hear V. 
R. Dunne, northwest labor 
leader, tell the story and ex­
pla in  the significance of the recent 
M inneapolis “ sed ition" t r ia l in 
wh ich he and 17 other CIO and 
T ro tsky is t members were convict­
ed fo r v io la tin g  the Sm ith “ Gag 
Act.”

In  add ition  to Dunne’s speech, 
there were shorte r addresses by 
two members of the C a lifo rn ia  
state legislature, Assemblymen 
Paul R ich ie  of San Diego and 
John P e lle tie r of Los Angeles, 
who spoke o f the im portance o f 
m a in ta in in g  c iv i l libe rties  a t the 
present tim e.

Chairm an of the m eeting was 
Dr. C. J. T a ft, d irec to r of the 
Southern C a lifo rn ia  branch of the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union.

The audience, composed of 
trade un ion is ts  and other sym­
pathizers of the C iv il R ights De­
fense Committee, responded by 
co n trib u tin g  over $50 to the w ork 
of the CRDC.

A nother a ffa ir  at w h ich Dunne 
w i l l  speak Is being planned fo r 
the near fu tu re . Deta ils w i l l  
soon be announced.

fo r  upho ld ing the hands o f lead­
ers o f organized labor.”

In  e ffec t, Davis and the ad­
m in is tra tio n  are p ro jjps ing to  
pay the union leaders fo r  p u t­
t in g  over wage freezing by 
p ro v id ing  them w ith  some fo rm  
o f lim ite d  tffiton secu rity  g u a r­
antee tvhich W ill he lp them to 
s t i l l  co llect dues fro m  th e ir  
present tth lon members.

B ut the fo rm  of un ion security  
w h ich the ad m in is tra tio n  has in  
m ind would not give the unions 
secu rity  against the bosses. I t  is 
ne ithe r the un ion nor closed shop. 
Recent W LB  ru lings , p a rtic u la r ly  
in  the Federal S h ipbu ild ing  caso, 
ind ica te th a t i t  w i l l  he some form  
o f “ maintenance o f m em bership.'’

B u t this has obvious weak­
nesses even fro m  the un ion lead­
ers’ standpoint. O nly  w orkers 
who are members of a un ion a t 
the tim e of the s ign ing  o f a con­
tra c t are requ ired to  continue 
in  good standing. They m ay q u it 
the un ion when the con tract ex­
pires. Membership in  the un ion is 
not a cond ition  of employment. 
No w o rke r need jo in  the union. 
The company would not have to 
d iscontinue e ffo rts  to discourage 
union m embership or d is ru p t the 
union.

NO M ORE R E T R E A T S !
The w orkers have been led 

in to  a dangerous tra p  by tho 
policies o f the union leaders. 
The union ranks have so fa r  
been dragged in to  one re tre a t 
a fte r  another on the assurances 
o f the union leaders th a t these 
re trea ts  would re ta in  the 
friendsh ip  a n d  support o f 
Roosevelt who could be counted 
on to  p ro tect labo r’s basic in ­
terests. Now the w orkers f in d  
th e ir  r ig h ts  and conditions 
more seriously jeopardized than 
ever w ith  the in it ia t iv e  fo r  
th is  la test a ttack  com ing from  
Roosevelt h im self.

The on ly way they can preserve 
these r ig h ts  and conditions is by 
re fus ing to re trea t another inch. 
They w il l  have to repudiate any 
proposals fo r fu r th e r surrender 
and prepare fo r a m il ita n t  s trug­
gle to break out of the trap  Into 
w h ich the union leaders have led 
them.

The union leaders ce rta in ly  
don’t  w an t to  p u t up any rea l 
ba ttle  against the a d m in is tra ­
t io n ’s program . B u t the union 
ranks can force them  to  make 
a f irm  stand o r c lear the way 
fo r  new leaders who are ready 
and w illin g  to  lead the w o rk ­
ers in m il ita n t  defense o f th e ir  
union r ig h ts  and standards.

Subscribe to the 
*Fourth Inter national'*

Negroes March On 
Capital, Protest 
Police B ru ta lity

M AY 1 — Fighting mad be­
cause of a series o f unpunished 
police killings of Negroes in 
Baltimore, 2,000 Negroes last 
Friday organized a March on 
Annapolis, state capital, to de­
mand that Governor Herbert 
O’Connor take im m ediate steps 
to end police b ru ta li ty  aga inst 
the Negro people.

O ’Connor, v is ib ly  impressed by 
the m ilita n c y  and de te rm ina tion  
o f the people who came by car, 
bus and tra in , made some vague 
promises to  investiga te  the s it­
uation. B u t w hethe r he rea lized 
i t  o r not, i t  was p la in  th a t the 
Negro people are not going to 
accept much longer the k ind  of 
trea tm ent they  have been g e ttin g  
in M ary land .

In d ig n a n tly  (hey recounted the 
s to ry  o f the la s t yea r in  B a lt i­
more, d u rin g  w h ich 10 Negroes 
were k illed . Am ong these were, 
the cop -k illings  o f a s ick m an in 
U n iv e rs ity  H osp ita l, o f a 16 year 
old boy and o f a Negro sold ier. 
None o f the police responsible fo r  
these b r u t a l i t i e s  was ever 
brought to  t r ia l  o r even dismissed 
from  the force.

Representatives o f the  m arch­
ers, aware o f the connection be­
tween these k illin g s  and the eco­
nom ic d isc rim in a tio n  practised 
aga inst Negroes in  M ary land , 
a‘ so demanded th a t Governor 
O ’Connor act to see th a t M a ry ­
land em ployers abide by Roose­
v e lt ’s order aga inst ra c ia l d isc ri­
m ination  in  in du s try .

The tem per o f the m arch was 
indicated by the sum m ation o f 
the d irec to r o f the m arch, M rs. 
Juan ita  Jackson, who said th a t 
the N egro  people expected action 
“ no t ne x t year, no r ne x t m onth, 
b u t ne x t week. T h is  dem onstra­
tion  was born ou t o f the  desper­
a tion  o f the  people and we de­
mand im m edia te redress.”
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There is an interesting trial going on down in 
Texas at the present time. I t  is a case which 
may settle the o.uestion of the “white primary” 
(or “Democratic primary”), one of the devices 
used to prevent the Negro people from voting 
in the Democratic primary elections, which prac­
tically always decide who shall be elected. The 
NAACP has shown that in Texas from 1859 to 
19-10, for example, the Democratic candidates 
have always been elected except in two minor 
cases; to exclude Negroes from voting in the 
primaries under these conditions is pretty much 
the same as excluding them from Voting alto­
gether. State Democratic Party officials got up 
on the stand last week and admitted that any 
white man could join the Democratic Party and 
vote in its primaries, but no Negro could. The 
case is now under advisement by the court. We 
Trotskyists are very much interested in the out­
come of this case. That may seem strange to 
some people who know that we are bitter enemies 
of the Democratic Party and its policies and tha,t 
we urge the Negro people not to support it. 
But what is involved here is the right of the 
Negro people to vote for any candidate of their 
choosing, just as white voters do. Even though 
we oppose voting for the Democratic Party, we 
fully support the R IGHT of the Negro people 
to vote for it.

* * *

Several weeks ago, in discussing the Peppeij 
Senate b ill to do away w ith poll tax require­
ments for federal elections, we pointed ou| 
that we were in favor of passing the bill, but 
we also pointed out that the passage of the 
b ill would not automatically give Negroes the 
right to vote, because the enemies of the Ne­
gro people would try  to use other legal tricks 
and even force to keep them from voting. One 
of our readers has written in to agree with 
our viewpoint, and as evidence to remind us 
that the same Senator Pepper of Florida, who 
has now introduced this anti-poll tax bill 
spoke less than a year ago on the floor of the 
Senate and said: “ Whatever may be written 
into the Constitution, whatever may be placed 
on the statute books of this nation, however, 
many soldiers may be stationed about the bal­
lot boxes of the Southland, the colored race 
w ill not vote.”  Which just goes to emphasize 
our point that the Negro people w ill not be 
assured of genuine political equality until they) 
have won the struggle to destroy the whole 
system of Jim Crowism.

* * *

Westbrook Pegler's vicious attack on the Pitts­
burgh Courier and the Chicago Defender for “ex­
ploiting the war emergency” must be recognized 
as part of a growing campaign for (he suppres­
sion and censoring of the Negro press because it 
continues to expose attacks on the Negro people 
and to demand an end to Jim Crow discrimina­
tion. As a May 2 Courier editorial points out: 
in Washington there are “increasing queries as 
to whether this dr that Negro editor, publishe 
or columnist is or is not in the pay of Axis 
powers, and veiled threats of ‘cracking down’ on 
Negro newspapers for recounting factual occur­
ences and preaching the gospel of democracy.” 
Pegler’s column on the Negro press is in the 
nature Of a try-out, to work up antagonism to 
the Negro press and win scissorbill and reaction­
ary support for a crack-down on it. As such, 
Peglcr must be fought and exposed not only 
as the enemy of the labor movement that he is 
but also as an enemy of the Negro people.

*  *  *

From England George Padmore reports 
something that is highly symbolic of the pres­
ent Ethiopian situation. Wal-Wal is a village 
in Ethiopia which Italian fascism claimed as 
its territory in 1935, and which it used as a 
pretext for beginning the war to occupy Ethio­
pia. Today, although the Italian armies have) 
been driven out of the country, Wal-Wal is 
occupied again — by the British m ilita ry fo r­
ces. The struggle for Ethiopian independence 
is far from finished.

*  *  *

In the course of a recent debate in the B rit­
ish parliament, the following information was 
revealed: The (British) High Commissioner of 
the South African protectorate of Basutoland has 
suppressed the native nationalist Organization, 
Lekhotla la Bafo, and its three leading members 
have been arrested and sent to concentration 
camps. One member of Parliament asked why 
this had been done. The answer from an under­
secretary of state was that the organization had 
been found agitating for the arming of the Ba- 
suto people, and complaining that not even the 
Basuto people who joined the British armed for­
ces in the country were armed like the white 
soldiers. The under-secretary of state did not 
answer when the member of Parliament pointed 
out that the (British) South African Minister for 
Native Affairs had recently expressed the person­
al opinion that natives and other non-Europeans 
ought to be armed, and that this alone was the 
offense with which the leaders of the Lekhotla 
la Bafo were charged. That’s British democracy 
for you.

*  » ♦

Last year the Stalinist-controlled Southern- 
ern f'icgro Youth Congress was all for peace, 
and denouncing war every way it  could. The 
1942 convention of the organization at Tuske- 
gee last week not only came all-out for the 
war, but it refused — in line with current 
Communist Party policy —  to enforce the 
"Double V ”  campaign supported by many 
Negro organizations and newspapers. The slo­
gan of “ double victory for democracy —  at 
home and abroad”  is too radical for the Stal­
inist; they’re concerned chiefly with the war 
abroad, and are opposed to any "overemphas­
is” on the struggle against Jim Crow at home 
because it might "interfere”  with the war.

Stalinists Attack Workers
Communist Party Defends Monopolies, Denounces Unions and Strikes

$>

Last week’s issue of TH E  M IL IT A N T  contained an ana­
lysis of th<? Communist Party’s "national un ity”  defense of the 
monopolies. If described how the Daily Worker for the past 
two months has deliberately whitewashed the trusts, suppressed 
from its readers the facts about the Nazi-U.S. monopoly pat­
ents pools, and upheld as “ patriots” the big capitalists who are
financing the present an ti-labor 
drive. In  pa rticu la r. T H E  M IL I­
T A N T  a rtic le  cited the A p r i l 21 
D a ily  W orker ed ito ria l, which 
not on ly  covered up the crimes 
of the monopolies, but attacked 
those libe ra l and working-class 
publications w h ich  are exposing 
the trusts, as "na ive  ‘ trustbust- 
ers' ”  who are im ita tin g  the “ dem­
agogy of H it le r .”

D u ring  the past months, w h ile  
the D a ily  W orke r has m a in ta in ­
ed de liberate silence about the 
tru s ts  o r openly defended them, 
i t  has been concen tra ting  a 
fu r io u s  barrage aga inst the 
workers, p a rtic u la r ly  the trade 
unionists.

“ to ries”  in  Congress, on ly  accen­
tuates how com pletely the Com­
m un ist P urty  lias bowed to the 
big  corporations in  uphold ing 
th e ir  in terests against organized 
labor.

S T R E N G T H E N  R E A C T IO N

T lie  unending, hyste rica l de­
mands o f the D a ily  W orker th a t 
t lie  workers m ust increase prod­
uction by speeding themselves up 
faster and faster serve to give 
backing to the ly in g  arguments 
of t lie  labor-baiters in  Congress, 
t lie  Sm iths and the Vinsons and 
the COnnallys, tha t i t  is the Work­
ers who are im peding production.

no respons ib ility  fo r its  opera­
tions.
T lie  Com m unist P arty  leaders 

at tlie  same tim e know th a t i t  is 
the monopoly cap ita lis ts, who run 
and contro l in d u s try  and deter­
m ine every phase of its  opera­
tions, who are re a lly  im peding 
production. They know  tha t tlie  
monopolies have de liberate ly cre­
ated shortages in a ll the v ita l 
basic m ateria ls  and are d irec tly  
responsible fo r a c r it ic a l lag in 
Am erican production.

The S ta lin is ts  are also fu lly  
aware tha t, w a r or no war, the 
monopolies look upon the workers 
as th e ir  m ain enemy. The bosses 
w ill not compromise fo r an in ­
s tan t t l ie ir  relentless w ar against 
the w o rk in g  class. The on ly  k in d  
o f “ na tional u n ity ”  B ig  Business 
desires is the. u n ity  o f the reac­
tion a ry  cap ita lis t class over tlie  
prostra te  and shackled body of 
labor.

One theme screams lik e  an a ir ­
ra id  s iren through cVery page. 
The workers  m ust Increase prod­
uction. The workers  must sacri­
fice. The workers  m ust give up 
th e ir  righ ts . The contrast of th is  
flood o f demands on the W orkers 
w ith  the D a ily  Worker's  few 
feeble whines about the an ti-la ­
bor drive  of the "appeasers”  and

No one knows be tte r than 
the S ta lin is t loaders th a t the 
w orkers are now being speed­
ed up to tlie  po in t of exhaus­
tion . Furtherm ore, and most 
im portan t of a ll, the Da ily .  
W orker  editors are fu lly  aware 
tha t the workers as a class have 
no voice in  o r Control over in ­
dustry, and therefore can have

W A N T  M O N O P O LIE S ’ 
“ N A T IO N A L  U N 'IT Y ”

Because they understand this, 
the S ta lin is t leaders w ant the 
workers to g ive up th e ir  r igh ts  
and conditions and accept the 
k ind  of “ na tiona l u n ity ”  which 
the reactionaries demand. The 
cap ita lis ts  w i l l  agree to “ national 
u n ity ”  on ly on th e ir  own terms.

Why I  L e ft The Ranks Of The 
Young Communist League
Statement of a Former Member 
Of the YCL In Los Angeles Who 
Joined the Trotskyist Movement

By A L B E R T  L A P E L

M y m em bership in the Y oung Com m unist 
League dates fro m  the t r y in g  days o f M atch, 
1940. The ca p ita lis t press was p o u ring  ou t an 
avalanche o f an ti-S ov ie t propaganda. The p a rlo r 
pinks were deserting  the Com m unist P a rty  like  
ra ts  fro m  a s in k ing  ship. The “ no t o u r w a r”  
program  o f the CP and Y C L  led me to  become 
p a r t  o f th is  movem ent w h ich seemed to  o ffe r  
the w o rk in g  class the on ly  w ay out o f the im ­
p e r ia lis t war.

B u t I  began to  rea lize th a t the position  o f the 
CP was no t the same as the Le n in is t position 
on w ar. Nowhere did  the p a r ty  o r the Com m un­
is t In te rn a tio n a l speak o f tra n s fo rm in g  the im ­
p e ria lis t w a r in to  a w a r o f lib e ra tio n  fo r  the 
w o rk in g  class th roughou t the w o rld . On the con­
tra ry ,  we sang the praises o f W heeler and o ther 
iso la tion ists.

Th e  K in d  o f  “ E du ca tion ”
T hey  Gave Ua

Then came a concentrated d rive  on the p a r t 
o f the leadership to  inculcate m y Y C L  squad w ith  
hatred fo r  the T ro tsky is ts . I  tho ugh t to  m yse lf, 
i f  T ro tsky ism  is a th in g  to  be conquered then 
we m ust become acquainted w ith  i t  f i r s t  hand.
I  suggested in a m eeting th a t we should obtain 
and study T ro ts k y is t lite ra tu re  on the thesis 
th a t “ he who kno-ws his enemy understands how 
to  defeat h im .”  M y proposal was over-ru led and 
looked upon w ith  g re a t suspicion, bu t la te r i t  was 
dismissed as “ y o u th fu l p o lit ic a l inexperience.”  
In order to fu r th e r  impress me w ith  m y po litica l 
heresy, p a r ty  ru les were read to  me fo rb id d in g  
association w ith  T ro tsky is ts  o r even reading th e ir  
lite ra tu re .

In  A ugust, 1940 T ro ts k y  was murdered. How 
sad i t  is to record th a t the leaders o f the Y C L  
attem pted to  create an atm osphere o f ju b ila tio n  
and re jo ic in g  and even ad m ira tio n  fo r  the s layer 
Jacson. The a ttitu d e  o f m y comrades perplexed 
me g re a tly . They did no t know  who T ro ts k y  was. 
They knew no th in g  o f h is s ignificance to the 
October Revolution o f 1917. They had never read 
a s ingle word o f his w r it in g s  on the problems 
o f the w o rk in g  class revo lu tion . A l l  they knew 
was w h a t Y C L  and CP functiona ries  were to ld  to  
say in m im eographed c ircu la rs .

N o t long a fte r  the assassination the p a r ty  held 
a mass m eeting  in  the O lym pic A u d ito riu m . In  
fro n t o f the m eeting place I  saw people hand ing 
ou t lite ra tu re ; th in k in g  i t  was p a r ty  m a te ria l,
I  took one and proceeded to  look a t it .  On the 
f ro n t  page o f the newspaper I  saw a la rge  p ic­
tu re  o f a Soviet sold ier in  w in te r  costume. I  
had ju s t tim e  to glance a t i t  when a Y C L e r seiz­
ed the paper and shouted: “ D on’t  you know  be t­
te r  than to  accept T ro ts k y is t lite ra tu re ? ”  The 
word T ro ts k y is t came as a complete surprise. 
M y im m ediate anger a t hav ing  a paper rude ly  
to rn  ou t o f m y hand gave w ay to a sense o f 
u tte r  amazement: T ro tsky is ts , here o f a il places! 
W ho arc these people? W h a t do the y  hope to  
accomplish ? Then I  noticed the lite ra tu re  being 
to rn  ou t o f the hands o f m any people and the 
sidewalk being made w h ite  w ith  th e ir  papers. A  
deep sense o f shame and h u m ilia tio n  swept over 
me a t the action o f m y comrades. I  m ust take 
a closer look a t these people. I  stood o f f  and 
observed young men and women hand ing ou t th e ir  
lite ra tu re  despite m any th rea ts  and pushings. 
I  looked closer. These people in m any respects 
resembled m y own comrades in  th e ir  dress and 
appearance. They were w o rk in g  class people. F o r 
m any days a f te r  th is  experience I  tho ugh t o f 
w h a t had happened, the a ttitu d e  o f m y  comrades, 
and the courage o f the T ro tsky is ts .

T he  CP L in e  A f te r  June  22
June 22, 1941 came lik e  an earthquake. The 

Soviet U n ion  attacked b y  German im peria lism )

In  the ea rly  p a r t  o f A u g u s t a c ity -w ide  Y C L  
m eeting  o f squad leaders was he ld to  hear the 
new p a r ty  line. I  represented m y squad. The 
agenda o f the m eeting consisted o f a speech by 
Celeste S track and a general question period. 
H e r speech ja rre d  us w ith  such phrases as “ we 
m ust g ive up a ll le f t  slogans,”  "a ll a id  to E n g ­
land ,”  “ we m ust support the P resident in  the 
N a tion a l Defense P rog ram ”  and “ i t  would be a 
happy event i f  the U . S. should be draw n in to  
a co n flic t w ith  the A x is .”  Even before the speech 
was fin ished  the room  was buzzing w ith  heated 
discussion and comment. The m inu te  the ques­
tio n  period sta rted  several YC Lers demanded to 
know  i f  we supported the e n try  o f the U n ited  
States in to  the w a r. The answer came "There 
is a new s itua tion , the w a r is no longer an im ­
p e ria lis t w a r b u t a w a r fo r  democracy.”

Could we re a lly  help preserve the Soviet U n ion  
and de feat H it le r  by tu rn in g  ourselves in to  j in -  
go-ists? F o r a w h ile  I  wavered. M y  desire to  do 
eve ry th in g  I  could to defend the land o f the 
October Revolu tion caused me to  rem ain in  the 
Y C L .

I  w en t back and reread the classics o f M a rx  
and Lenin, p a r tic u la r ly  the w r it in g s  o f Lenin 
d u rin g  the la s t w a r. M y  own reactions against 
the p a rty  line  were deepened and confirm ed. I  
was sure th a t Len in  w ould be the f ir s t  to  de­
nounce the log ica l tr ic k e ry  by w h ich  Celeste 
S track and others p u t over the new line.

I  Learned  W h a t T ro ts k y is m  Is
I  became outspoken in  m y  disagreem ent and 

was removed fro m  the leadership o f m y squad.
I  was reprim anded fo r  “ T ro ts k y is t lean ings.”  
T h is  th in g  T ro tsky ism  preyed on m y m ind and 
I  determ ined to find ou t m ore about i t .  In  the 
lib ra ry  I  found the H is to ry  o f the Russian Revo­
lu tio n  by  T ro tsky .

The im pression th is  w o rk  made upon me I  
cannot describe. A f te r  the ha lf-baked plirase- 
m ongering  w h ich  passed fo r  theory  among the 
so-called b ig-shots in  the CP and the Y C L  here 
a t la s t was b r i l l ia n t  M a rx is t c la r ity . I  eagerly 
read the three volumes o f the H is to ry . A f te r  th is  
I  found a copy o f G erm any: W ha t N ext?  by 
T ro ts k y  and fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  I  rea lized w hy the 
German revo lu tion  was defeated and H it le r  came 
to  power. The same H it le r  who was now a tta ck ­
in g  the Soviet U n ion . T ro ts k y  showed how the 
po licy  o f the C om m unist P a rty  o f G erm any (the 
the o ry  o f S ocia l-fascism ), by  m ak ing  im possible 
a un ited f ro n t  aga inst the fascists, played r ig h t  
in to  the hands o f the treacherous social-demo­
c ra tic  leaders and paved the w ay fo r  H itle r .

I  go t hold o f the cu rre n t T ro ts k y is t lite ra tu re . 
Here was a revo lu tiona ry  p rogram  w h ich rem a in ­
ed true  to  the teachings o f M arx , Engels and 
Lenin. C o n tra ry  to  the stories I  had been to ld , 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  and the T ro ts k y is t theore tica l 
m agazine, F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, were f ir m ly  in 
fa v o r o f the unconditiona l defense o f the Soviet 
Un ion aga inst im p e ria lis t a ttack. O n ly  they do 
no t believe th a t such a defense is possible by 
abandoning the revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  o f the 
w orkers in  the c a p ita lis t countries. They say th a t 
the on ly  genuine a i ly  o f the Soviet U n ion  is the 
w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t, and th a t the on ly  true  defense 
o f the Soviet U n ion lies in  the d irec tion  o f the 
extension o f the G reat October R evolution 
th roughou t the w orld .

I  believe they  are r ig h t !
Comrades o f the Y oung Q om m unist League: 

i t  is you r revo lu tiona ry  d u ty  to  educate you r­
selves in  the w r it in g s  o f the founders o f the 
M a rx is t movement. There you w i l l  find the g rea t 
theory  o f sc ie n tific  socialism . You w i l l  find th a t 
th is  theo ry  is a lien to  eve ry th ing  you are to ld  
by the leaders o f the  CP and the Y C L . Don’t  
believe w h a t someone else te lls  you, investiga te  
fo r  you rse lf. Read the lite ra tu re  o f T ro tsky ism  
f irs t  hand. I f  you do th is  I  am convinced th a t 
you w i l l  come to the same conclusion I  did. I t  
is necessary to  break w ith  S ta lin ism  and take 
you r place under the  banner o f revo lu tiona ry  
socialism  w hich is held a lo f t  by the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty .

Realiz ing th a t the cap ita lis ts  
w i l l  never budge from  th e ir 

term s fo r "n a tio na l u n ity ,”  the 
Com m unist P arty heuds are de­
m anding that the W orking class 
cap itu la te  to the bosses’ terms. 
One t ilin g  tlie  S ta lin is t leaders 
fear is labor's resistance to the 
trusts, fo r  they know that t il ls  
means tlie  m ob iliza tion  of tlie  
unions fo r struggle and tlie  ex­
plosion of t lie  whole fic tion  of 
"na tiona l u n ity .”
The Com m unist P arty  leaders, 

who trea t the workers of the capi­
ta lis t countries as mere pawns 
to be m anipulated in  the in te r­
ests o f the fore ign policies of the 
K rem lin  bureaucracy, cyn ica lly  
brush aside the in terests and 
w i l l  o f the A m erican w orkers. 
They abuse the progressive, class­
conscious desire of the workers 
to defend t lie  Soviet Union and 
try- to pe rvert th is  sentim ent in to  
cap itu la tion  to the bosses fo r the 
sake of t lie  few crumbs of aid 
which tlie  Am erican cap ita lis t 
governm ent may send the Soviet 
Union.

S T A L IN IS T
S T R IK E B R E A K IN G

program, ami subordinated the 
wage freezing issue. Thus, (he 
e ffo rt is made to m in im ize  th is  
aspect o f the program  and ge t the 
workers to focus th e ir  a tten tion  
on the o ther phases.

For instance, the lend story of 
the D a ily  Worker,  A p r i l 28, re ­
ported Roosevelt's Congressional 
message and rad io address w ith ­
out a reference in  its  headlines to 
the Wage issue. The story itse lf 
did not trea t th is, the most v ita l 
po in t of the program , u n t il its  
very end —  in  one paragraph un­
c r it ic a lly  quoting Roosevelt.

Then, the D a ily  W orke r  under­
takes the task o f se lling  the 
scheme to the workers by assur­
ing  them th a t i t  doesn’t  mean 
wage-freezing, th a t i t  is a “ f le x ­
ib le ”  plan, and tha t i t  w i l l  per­
m it “ necessary ad justm ents.”

“ A  M IN O R  D E T A IL ”
A long th is  line, the D a ily  W ork ­

er, May 3, approv ing ly  quotes the 
statem ent o f W ill ia m  Davis, 
cha irm an of the W ar Labor 
Hoard, as proof of its  contentions 
th a t the W L B  w i l l  pe rm it "neces­
sary ad justm ents" of wages. I t  
re p o rts :

F o llow ing  th is  policy, the 
S ta lin is t leaders find no crim e 
too low  to perpetrate against 
the w o rk in g  class, the on ly ge­
nu ine and re liab le  a lly  of the 
Soviet w orkers and peasants. 
Thus they have become the out­
standing strikebreakers in  the 
labo r movement. They have 
gone ou t o f th e ir  way to a ttack 
and slander every one of the 
few unions w h ich  have been 
forced out on s tr ik e  since Pearl 
Harbor.
The most recent instance of 

th is  was d u rin g  tlie  s tr ik e  of 
t lie  C orne ll-D ub ilie r Corporation 
w orkers a t South P la in fie ld , N. J. 
The workers, m a in ly  a ffilia ted  
w ith  the A F L  E le c tr ica l W orkers, 
had been driven  beyond endur­
ance by the provocations o f the 
company. Nevertheless, the A p r il 
26 W orker  published an ed ito ria l 
denouncing the s trike , supporting 
the v io la tio n  o f the p icke t lines 
by members of the S ta lin ist-con­
tro lled  United E lectrica l, Radio 
and Machine W orkers, and assert­
ing:

“ T lie  workers cannot p e rm it- 
themselves a t th is  hour o f su­
preme test against the Axis, to l>e 
provoked by com pant/ off icials or 
by any other agency, in to  leaving 
th e ir  w o rk  benches in  a w a lk ­
ou t."

The w orkers m ust s im p ly 
grovel before the bosses —  tha t 
is the m eaning o f the Commun­
is t P a rty ’s "n a tio na l u n ity ”  pol­
icy.

A T T IT U D E  TO  F D R ’s 
“ W A G E  S T A B IL IZ A T IO N ”

How fa r the Com m unist P arty  
is prepared to go in  acting  as the 
spearhead o f reaction w ith in  the 
labor movement has been shown 
by the Daily  Worker's  im m ediate 
and wholehearted support given 
President Roosevelt’s 7-point war- 
economy program , and p a rticu la r­
ly  his proposal fo r wage “ stab i­
liza tio n ”  th rough  the action of 
the W ar Labor Board. Labor, in ­
sists the D a ily  W orker, m ust ac-

“ Davis to ld  newspapermen 
th a t the Board, w h ile  ru lin g  out 
general wage increases fo r 
w orkers e a r n i n g  ‘standard ’ 
wages, would continue to fo llow  
flex ib le  policies.”
The D a ily  Worker,  of course, 

does not elaborate the po in t about 
“ standard”  wages. For th a t re­
fers to the ex is ting  wages o f un­
ion workers established by pres­
ent contracts. In  effect, Davis’s 
guarded statem ent contained the 
th rea t th a t t lie  steel, auto and 
other unions w h ich  have “ stand­
a rd ”  wages w ill be denied th e ir  
demands fo r general wage in ­
creases to o ffset the tremendous 
price rises of the past year.

The en tire  a ttitud e  of the Com­
m un is t P arty  is summed up in  
last Sunday’s Worker,  May 3, in  
a feature a rtic le  by M ilto n  How­
ard, w h ich states th a t “ despite 
th is  or th a t d ifference w hich ono 
may have w ith  m in o r details . . . 
these secondary m atters cannot be 
allowed to obscure the p rim a ry  
du ty  of labor —  to make public 
its  de term ination  to back tlie  
President’s p lan.”

To the leaders of the Com­
m un is t Party , in te n t a t a ll costs 
on b ind ing the workers in  “ na­
tiona l u n ity ”  w ith  t lie  w orst 
corpora tion enemies of labor, 
the question of wage freezing is 
ju s t a “ m in o r de ta il,”  a "sec­
ondary m atte r.”  B u t i t  is  no 
m in o r de ta il to the Am erican 
workers. They show no read­
iness to fo llow  the Com m unist 
P a rty  in  su rrendering  a ll th e ir  
r ig h ts  and conditions in  order 
to preserve "n a tio na l u n ity ”  
w ith  the labor-baiters and tlie  
corporations w h ich arc doing 
business w ith  H itle r .

New Haven SWOC 
Local Votes Aid 
To 18 Defendants

cept the program  "as a whole.”  
V e ry  few  o f even the trade 

union leaders suppo rting  Roo­
sevelt and the w a r have thus 
fa r  d a r e d  to  come ou t 
in defense of his wage s tab iliza ­
tion  plan. I f  they have feared 
to a ttack i t  openly, at. least 
they have preserved silence on 
it .  a silence w h ich  bespeaks 
th e ir  fear to endorse it.

The D a ily  Worker,  however, 
does no t hesitate to enter where 
even the trade un ion bureaucracy 
s t i l l  fears to tread.

Its  endorsement o f Roosevelt'? 
wage “ s tab iliza tion '' scheme has 
taken the fo llow ing  fo rm :

In  its  a rtic les  and ed ito ria ls  
on Roosevelt's plan, t lie  Da ily  
W orker  has de libera te ly  played 
up a ll t lie  o ther features o f his

NEW  HAVEN, Conn.—The 
local branch of the C iv il Rights 
Defense Committee, organized 
to defend the 18 CIO and So­
cialist Workers Party members 
convicted in the Minneapolis 
"sedition” tria l, announced this 
week the receipt o f a donation of 
$10 from  Steel W orkers Organ­
iz ing  Committee Local 2141 of 

| New Haven.
Local 2141 passed a reso lution 

condem ning the convictions.
A  reso lu tion p ro testing  the use 

of the Sm ith  A c t against the M in ­
neapolis defendants was also 
passed by the newly-organized 
Yale U n ive rs ity  employees’ local 
of the U n ited Construction W o rk ­
ers O rganizing Committee in Now 
Haven.

THE QUESTION OF 
PEACE FEELERS

—-  By A . R O LA N D

T hey D o n ’ t Fear S ta lin
The A ng lo -A m erican  press kep t w a rn in g  thG 

public long in  advance o f the p o ss ib ility  th a t 
H it le r  would p u t ou t fake peace feelers in  the 
spring . Such a move wouid be made in  a il a t­
tem p t to  d iv ide  the “ U n ited  N a tions .”  P a rticu ­
la r ly  i t  would be aimed to  en lis t the support 
o f reactionaries in E ng land and the U n ited  States 
to  the idea o f peace in  W estern Europe and & 
free  re in  to  H it le r  in  Russia.

There are, o f course, m any cap ita lis ts  in  the 
“ dem ocratic”  countries who would p re fe r by fa r  
t lie  v ic to ry  o f fasc ism  over the  w o rke rs ’ sta te . 
H it le r  can a lw ays ge t a hearing  fro m  them  on 
the fearsom e subject o f Bolshevism . B u t th is  is 
on ly  a m in o r ity  a t the present tim e.

The m a jo r ity  o f the cap ita lis ts  has been con­
vinced by the Davieses, the Roosevelts, the H op­
kinses, th a t no harm  w i l l  come fro m  S ta lin . The 
K re m lin  has given a il the help possible to  re ­
assure the cap ita lis ts  in  the A llie d  camp th a t 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy has no designs on the 
World no r even in  Europe. There is on ly  one 
reason w hy the Soviet U n ion is engaged in  the 
w a r, th is  assuring  line  continues. T h a t reason 
is th a t H it le r  invaded Russia and the  sole de­
sire o f the Red A rm y  is  to  d rive  the G erm an 
arm ies over the borders o r w ipe them  out. H av­
in g  accomplished which, S ta lin  w i l l  have no f u r ­
the r in te res t in the w a r. F u rth e s t indeed fro m  
the thoughts o f S ta lin -V o i'osh ilov-M o lo tov is the 
idea o f spreading Bolshevism . The p ro le ta ria n  
revo lu tion  is no t fo r  export.

Th is is then a broken s tr in g  fo r  H it le r .  He 
need on ly  read in  the A m erican press how the 
Daughters of the A m erican R evolu tion stood up 
and applauded the p la y in g  o f The In te rna tiona le  
a t its  ga th e rin g  to  a id  Russian re lie f. O r th a t 
the b iggest check fo r  such re l ie f  came fro m  no 
less a source than U n ited  States Steel. No, 
H it le r  m ust p lay  a d iffe re n t tune.

W hat tune sha ll he p lay  to  ga in  the ear o f 
those who count in  the camp o f the enemy? 
There have been rum ors o f peace fee lers behind 
the scenes directed p a r tic u la r ly  to  Eng land. B u t 
w hether there  is any t ru th  to  these rum ors o r 
not, we do have the speeches made by  both 
H it le r  and M usso lin i. The press spent consider­
able tim e  on both speeches, ta lk in g  a ll around 
them , b u t no t h it t in g  the n a il square ly on the 
head. S trange indeed! The peace fee lers hinged 
on presen ting  a g loom y p ic tu re  o f conditions in  
G erm any and I ta ly .  The tw o  d ic ta to rs  were ac­
cused o f p a in tin g  the p ic tu re  da rke r than i t  re a l­
ly  was! The exp lana tion  g iven fo r  such an ex­
tra o rd in a ry  th in g  was th a t  H it le r  was t r y in g  to  
b r in g  about a le tdow n in  the w a r e f fo r t  o f the 
A llie s . The people m ig h t be foo led in to  th in k ­
ing  th a t v ic to ry  was in  s ig h t and hence no t fee l 
the urgency o f m ak ing  s t i l l  g re a te r sacrifices to  
c a rry  on the w a r even m ore in tens ive ly . Then 
too, H it le r  was appealing to the  war-weariness 
o f the E ng lish  masses, hop ing  thus to  d ivide 
the enemy in te rn a lly  by s ta r t in g  a peace move.

There is more to H it le r ’s speech than th a t. 
He grasps a lever th a t a lways has its  e ffe c t in  
the “ dem ocra tic”  camp. I f  i t  is  no longer fe a r 
o f any Russian a tte m p t to spread revo lu tion , i t  
is s t i l l  the dread o f revo lu tion . O n ly th is  tim e  
i t  is the masses in  G erm any and I ta ly  who are 
o ffe red  as the specter to  be feared! A nd  no t 
on ly  in  these countries bu t in  F rance and a ll the 
occupied countries as w e ll. The d ic ta to rs  have 
made d ire c t class appeals to  th e ir  opposite num-, 
hers in  the o ther countries. T h e ir  speeches are 
w a rn ings  th a t touch ra w  spots on the sk in  o f the 
“ dem ocratic”  cap ita lis ts .

T h a t is w hy  the speeches set o f f  le ng th y  d is­
cussions on the fu tu re  regim es in  G erm any and 
I ta ly .  W ho was to  replace the one d ic ta to r and 
the other? W ith  whom  w ould the “ U n ited  N a ­
tions”  make peace? H it le r  was w a rn in g  between 
the lines th a t they m ust make peace w ith  h im  
— or else w ith  the revo lu tion ! The A m erican press 
speculated concern ing the Ita lia n  pu pp e t-k ing  
and his adviser, M arsha l Badoglio. T h is  cash ier­
ed General was p ic tu red  as the leader o f the 
enemies o f M usso lin i. So too in  G erm any the re  
are a rm y  figu res  whom  the A llie s  w ould lik e  to  
th in k  o f as sworn enemies o f H it le r .  F rom  the  
beginn ing, in  fa c t, a good section o f the press, 
in  fu l l  class-consciousness, has harped on the idea 
o f a rea l d iffe rence  between the  a rm y  and the 
Nazis. A f te r  a ll, there s im p ly  m ust be some­
body to  make peace w ith  a f te r  v ic to ry !

B u t H it le r  and M usso lin i are much m ore re a l­
is tic  in  th is  m a tte r tha n  C h u rc h ill and Roose­
ve lt. The speeches ra ised goose-flesh in  some 
quarters  because o f the recogn ition  o f th a t fa c t. 
H it le r  says: make peace w ith  me w h ile  the re  is 
ye t tim e. I f  I  am defeated, you are defeated 
w ith  me. N o t the “ U n ited  N a tion s ”  w i l l  be v ic ­
torious, bu t the w o rkers  o f Germ any, o f I ta ly ,  
o f a ll Europe w il l  w in  the w a r.

The fasc is ts  in  th is  fash ion  a tte m p t th e ir  
greatest b lackm a il, on a scale fa r  m ore colossal 
than  was the case in  Spain where the y  used v i r ­
tu a lly  the same argum ent. H it le r  demands fro m  
his enemies th a t the y  g ive h im  a t least a p a r­
t ia l v ic to ry , the v ic to ry  in  the east, in  o rder to  
preserve the common in te rests o f the en tire  cap­
ita l is t  class the w o rld  over. T h a t is the m eaning 
o f the speeches o f the would-be conquerors.

B u t h is to ry  has moved too fa s t and too fa r  
fo r  th is  move to succeed. I t  is n o t m ere ly  a 
question o f having any fa ith  a t a l l in  H it le r .  
The die has been cast. The w a r is in  f u l l  sw ing. 
The masses have been too much uprooted. W a r 
cannot be ended by the w a v ing  o f any m ag ic 
wand. A i l  questions have long  since been resolved 
in to  the m il i ta ry  question. The A llie s  know  the 
danger o f revo lu tion  on ly  too w e ll. B u t the y  
m ust now take the chance th a t they can g e t i t  
under m il ita ry  con tro l, even should i t  s ta r t  any­
where in  Europe. H is to ry  w i l l  prove th a t the y  
m iscalculated.

B y A lb e r t  P a rk e r
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JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  un ion s . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  b y  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  tra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s— D ow n  
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T rade  U n ions .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

W hat W on The 
Victory A t Detroit?

On A pril 29 a few Negro families succeeded in 
moving into the Sojourner Truth federal housing 
project in Detroit. Immediately there arose a great 
hullabaloo from the liberal and Stalinist-controlled 
press, acclaiming this as a victory of the govern­
ment over fascism, as proof that this is a real 
war for democracy, as evidence that the fate of 
the Negro people is tied up with and dependent 
on the “ American way of life ."

The Negro people, whose eyes have been fixed 
on Detroit for the last four months, w ill certainly 
consider the event a victory. But the question is
—  for whom is it a victory and what won the 
victory?

Ever since January there has been a fight go­
ing on in Detroit to keep the Negro families out 
of those homes, solely because they are Negroes.

This anti-Negro fight was given encouragement 
when the Federal Works Authority director, sub­
m itting to Jim Crow pressure, ruled from Wash­
ington that contrary to earlier promises, Negroes 
would not be permitted to move into the homes. 
The nation-wide protest by Negro and labor 
groups was so strong that on February 3 the FWA 
director was forced to issue a new ruling, promis­
ing that Negroes would be admitted to the fed­
eral project after all.

The Jim Crow elements in Detroit, observing the 
willingness with which the Washington officials 
had submitted to their pressure, were convinced 
that they could still have their way. Organized 
and armed by white landlord , and real estate in­
terests, and cooperating with the Ku Klux Klan 
and other American fascist groups, they struck on 
February 28, the day set for the Negro families 
to move in.

The “ r io t”  of that day ended in a victory for 
the enemies of the Negro people. Many Negroes 
were severely injured, all of them were prevented 
from entering their homes. The Detroit police 
seemed to think that the Negroes were wrong to 
resist the attacks on them, because o f the 104 
people they arrested, 101 were Negroes.

Washington officials then deplored the " r io t”
—  and announced that they were postponing the 
opening of the homes indefinitely.

The Negro people were aroused. They knew 
that the Washington officials had fanned the 
flames of Jim Crowism by their vacillations, and 
that the -Detroit officials could have averted the 
“ rio t" if  they had genuinely tried. So they did 
not depend on the government officials —  they 
depended on their own fighting strength.

In Detroit they pooled the strength of many 
organizations into a m ilitant Citizens’ Commit­
tee, threw a daily picket-line out in front of the 
C ity  Hall, began to make plans for a march to 
Washington. Young Negro workers were reported 
to be openly tearing up their draft cards. From 
other cities the Negro people sent angry demands 
to the state and federal capitals. The labor move­
ment spoke out too; the powerful CIO and AFL 
unions in Detroit demanded the immediate open­

ing of the project and adequate protection for the 
Negro tenants.

Under this pressure, the Washington and M ichi­
gan officials finally wilted. Under this pressure, the 
anti-Negro elements in Detroit headed for their 
holes like the rats they are. Today some of the 
Negro families are living in the homes; soon the 
rest of them w ill be there.

But don’t tell them that this was a victory for 
the government, for they w ill laugh at you. They 
know better than that. They know that it was a 
victory won by the Negro people supported by 
the labor movement, that it  was a victory over 
Jim Crowism and the indifference or hostility of 
government officials, that it was a victory won only 
because they had the wisdom and courage to or­
ganize and fight for it.

Democracy
Do the rank and file members of a local union 

have the right, by a democratic m ajority vote, to 
decide what international union they shall belong 
to and what disposition shall be made of funds 
contributed by them to their own local treasury?

That was the only issue in the "grand larceny” 
trial of Kelly Postal, secretary-treasurer of Local 
544 -00 , in the district court at Minneapolis. The 
"crime”  charged against Postal was that he had 
obeyed the explicit mandate of the overwhelming 
majority of his union local not to turn §5000 in 
local union funds over to Daniel Tobin, AFL 
Teamsters head, from whose international Local 
544 had voted to disaffiliate.

Minneapolis Judge Selover decided that union 
democracy is a “ crime.”  1 le ruled that a clause 
in Tobin’s constitution, denying the right of a 
local union to disaffiliate if  seven members op­
pose it, stands higher than the rights of any ma­
jo rity  of union workers to determine what union 
they shall belong to or how their money shall be 
spent. Judge Selover v irtua lly  forced the ju ry  
to convict Kelly Postal and he imposed a prison 
sentence of up to five years on as honest, loyal and 
m ilitant a union leader as can be found.

In truth, Kelly Postal was convicted precisely 
because he fought uncompromisingly for democ­
racy in the trade unions.

Aroused by the attempts of Tobin to bureau­
cratically remove the leaders of Local 544, some 
4,000 members of the local met early in June, 
1941 and voted to disaffiliate from the A FL and 
seek affiliation with the CIO. Following this demo­
cratic m ajority decision, the CIO granted Local 
544 a charter.

Tobin then appealed to Roosevelt for govern­
ment aid in crushing Local 544-CIO. Roosevelt 
responded by in itiating an FBI witch-hunt against 
the Local 544 leaders. This culminated in the 
"seditious conspiracy”  tria l of 28 Local-544 and 
Socialist Workers Party members and the convic­
tion of 18 for alleg'edly violating the Smith "Gag” 
Act.

The "grand larceny” prosecution of Kelly Post­
al was merely one phase of the govern men t-em- 
ployers-Tobin campaign to deny the Minneapolis 
truck drivers their right to belong to a union 
of their own choice.

Judge Selover, in his ruling, followed policies 
laid down by Roosevelt and the federal govern­
ment. Those policies negate all democratic prin­
ciples. For when an honest union leader can be 
framed up and sent to ja il for abiding by the 
democratic vote of those who elected him to of­
fice, and when union men are denied the right to 
join a union of their own choice and to dispose 
of their own money as they see fit, then talk of a 
"war for democracy”  is hypocrisy.

Stalinism and 
Communism

Through a last-minute technical error, TH E  
M IL IT A N T  last week carried a headline reading: 
"Communist Press Whitewashes Nazi-U. S. Busi­
ness Patent Pools.”  The headline as written by the 
editorial staff read, "Communist Party Press, etc.”

Many people may not see the distinction at first 
glance or understand why we arc anxious to bring 
attention to the error.

The reason, however, is profoundly important. 
To us, the word “ communist”  is not a term of 
slander or contempt, but an honorable name. We 
reserve it  only for those who are the best, the 
most devoted fighters for the cause of interna­
tional socialism.

That is why we do not call the members of 
the Communist Party “ communists,”  nor call its 
publications the “ communist press.”  We call them 
“ Stalinist,”  for they propagate the policies of the 
parasitic Stalin bureaucracy that rules today in 
the Soviet Union, and their program and meth­
ods betray every principle that a real communist 
upholds.

A real communist is the most intransigent fight­
er against the capitalist ruling class everywhere 
in the struggle for the socialist emancipation of 
the working class. A real communist is a defend­
er of the international revolutionary doctrine of 
Marx and Engels, and of their greatest disciples, 
Lenin and Trotsky. A real communist is one who 
continues in our own time the glorious traditions 
of the Paris Commune of 1871 and the Russian 
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917.

Today, the only people in the world entitled to 
the name of communist are the Trotskyists, in this 
country the members of- the Socialist Workers 
Party. The Stalinists only besmirch and discredit 
the word “ communist”  when they apply it to their 
party in an effort to make the workers believe 
that they follow the principles of Marxism and 
Leninism.

Unions Must Set Out To 
Organize Woman Worker
Experience Shows That the Women Factory 
Workers Become Militant Union Members

By L Y D IA  B E ID E L

Simply to mention the announced government perspective 
of drawing 4,000,000 women into war industry by 1943 brings 
up a myriad of practical questions concerning protection of 
working class rights. First Consideration naturally falls upon 
the question touched in a previous article — equal pay for
equal w ork. £>-------------------------------------------------------

Th is problem  o f the wage scale 
is engaging in te res t in  a num ­
ber o f c ircles outside the w o rk ­
in g  class and has received sup­
p o rt in  one place where favo r 
would least be expected. The N a ­
tio n a l Association o f M anufac­
tu re rs , th rough  its  president, 
W illia m  P. W itherow , has declar­
ed its e lf  in fa v o r o f the propo­
s itio n  o f equal pay fo r  men and 
women on the same job.

The apparent p h ila n th ro py  o f 
the N A M  is shown up in  a ll its  
falseness, however, when M r. 
W ithe row  presents his q u a lif ic a ­
tions. He demands, as a base 
fo r  se ttin g  wage scales the “ w i­
der use o f such techniques as 
job  analysis and eva lu tion to  de­
term ine the precise na ture  o f the 
jo b ”  and, lo g ica lly , a lthough  he 
does no t ye t m ention it ,  the wage 
the job  is w o rth .

Since alm ost the en tire  bu lk  o f 
women now en te ring  in d u s try  
goes in  as unskilled  labo r and 
hence, according to  em ployer con­
ceptions, its w o rth  an absolute 
m in im um  in  wage-ra te, i t  is rea­
sonable to assume th a t the  job 
analysis proposed by the N A M  
w ill have on ly  one ob jective ; to  
scale the wage o f the male w o rk ­
e r down to th a t o f the fem ale.

D AN G ER O U S D E V E L O P M E N T
In  the same repo rt, M r. W ith ­

erow gloats over another charm ­
ing  developm ent com ing fo r  the 
m om ent ou t o f the induction  of 
women in to  b ig  in dus try . He te lls  
how some em ployer agents re ­
sorted to  the t r ic k  o f b rin g in g  
in  h a lf  a dozen o r so o f the 
p re ttie s t g ir ls  the y  could f in d  to 
break down the antagonism  o f the 
men w orkers . R esu lt: “ the e ff i­
ciency o f the men began to  in ­
crease pe rcep tib ly  as they  began 
com peting w ith  women w orkers 
to show th e ir  s u p e rio rity .”  A  
neat t r ic k  —  i f  the w orkers le t 
i t  go- on!

These developments pose a t 
once the problem  o f the  un ion­
iza tion  o f women w orkers, an ex­
trem e ly  c ruc ia l question fo r  the 
development o f the who-le un ion 
movement.

On the whole, w o rk in g  class 
women in  the past —  m ost o f 
them  occupied as housewives, and 
no t as fa c to ry  w orkers —  have 
been in d iffe re n t and even hostile  
to  trade un ion s trugg le . Some 
o f them have by nagg ing  c r i t i ­
cism had h a rm fu l e ffects on th e ir  
husbands’ union and w o rk in g  
class p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity .

E N C O U R A G IN G  E X C E P TIO N S
There have, in  recent years 

when the unions began to  reach 
the mass in d u s try  w orkers, been 
numerous encouraging excep­
tions. Some o f  the g re a t s trikes 
conducted in  industries hereto­
fore em p loying no Women —  fo r  
example, m in in g  and auto —  were 
im m easurably strengthened by 
the m il ita n t  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f w o­
m en’s au x ilia rie s  made up o f the 
women o f the  s tr ik e rs ’ fam ilies .

The reasons fo r  the backward­
ness o f w o rk in g  class housewives 
are numerous. One im p o rta n t 
reason was th a t the union bureau­
crats la rg e ly  overlooked th is  
question, and made no a ttem p t 
to teach the w o rkers ’ w ives w ha t 
un ionism  was and how i t  bene­
fite d  them . A  m ore im p o rta n t 
reason, o f course, was th a t ‘ on 
the whole women were n o t th o r ­

ough ly p ro le ta rian ized  by being 
forced —  as they are in increas­
ing  numbers today —  ou t o f iso­
la tio n  o f the  k itchen in to  basic 
in d u s tria l production on a mass 
basis w ith  intense speed-up and 
exp lo ita tion .

Experiences o f the past have 
shown too th a t where women 
went in to  the fac to ries  and the 
unions- understood the necessity 
o f o rgan iz ing  them, they became 
as good and m il ita n t union mem ­
bers as the men. The h is to ry  of 
the ga rm en t and te x tile  and in  
the more recent period the elec-

as they dedicated an ambulance.
The m ost im p o rta n t m otion 

made a t th is  ga th e rin g  o f fe ­
males devoted to  keeping the 
p ro le ta r ia t suppressed, ne a rly  
g o t lo s t in  the crush o f p a tr io t­
ism, b u t its  fo rm u la to r pursued 
her objective w ith  a ty p ic a lly  fe ­
male persistence u n t il i t  was ac­
cepted. She proposed a tax  on 
labo r unions, cha racte riz ing  these 
organ izations as “ the on ly  ciass 
th a t has been p ro fite e rin g  on 
the w a r and on defense.”

F an tastic  as the inc iden t m ay 
seem, i t  holds a w a rn in g  and a 
lesson fo r  the women o f the 
w o rk ing  class. They m ust be as 
sensitive 'to  the im portance o f 
trade unions as an in s tru m en t o f 
protection and strugg le , and as 
a rden t in  th e ir  defense o f union 
o rgan iza tion , as the women o f 
the em p loying class show them ­
selves to  be in  th e ir  passion to  
w reck organ iza tion  o f w orkers.

The women o f the w o rk in g  
class m ust keep constan tly  a le rt, 
to  see th a t they are no t used totr ic a l and rad io  industries  o ffe rs

examples th a t im m edia te ly  come.  ̂ break down the standards won
! fo r  th e ir  class by years o f in ­

tense strugg le . The m ost im por-
to  m ind.

A T T A C K  ON U N IO N IS M
I t  is no t accidental, in  the face 

o f present-day economic unrest, 
th a t the women o f the m iddle 
class should g e t th e ir  busy bo 
dies s ta rted  e a rly  on the w o rk  
o f h ind e rin g  the  o rgan iza tion  o f 
the p ro le ta rian  women. On M ay 
1, 600 delegates to  the New Y o rk  
C ity  Federation o f W om en’s 
Clubs go t down to brass tacks

ta n t ga in  o f the decades o f un­
ceasing b a ttle  w h ich the w o rk ­
ing  men o f A m erica  carried  on 
against the exp lo iting  class is 
no t sho rte r hours, nor h igh e r 
wages, nor be tte r conditions; the 
g reatest ga in  is the laboT unions. 
W ith o u t them, none o f the other 
benefits would have come to be 
nor w i l l  they  rem ain.

INDIA CONGRESS HEADS 
ADOPT SUICIDAL POLICY

(Continued fro m  page 1)

to possess even a kn ife  w ith  a 
s ix-inch blade, much less a pis­
to l. How do they expect us to 
resist the enemy i f  they refuse 
to tru s t us w ith  the weapons 
to do so?”
He revealed fu rth e r th a t natives 

are not perm itted, even when 
they jo in  the B r it is h  arm y, to 
operate a r t i l le ry  even though 
"the re  a ren 't enough Tommies 
(B r it is l i troops! to go around.”  
As fo r the argum ent th a t there 
are not enough supplies in  Ind ia  
to equip a na tive  a rm y under 
Ind ian  leadership, S hridharan i as­
serted tha t "b y  using our war 
plants to arm  In d ia  . . .  we could 
easily equip ourselves w ith  at 
least sm all arm s and am m uni­
tion .”  But, the B r it is h  contro l the 
arm s in d u s try  —  and they w ill 
never w ill in g ly  give contro l of 
them to the Ind ia n  people.

The example of China, which is 
in  a fa r worse position than  Ind ia  
so fa r as fa c ilit ie s  fo r arm s are 
concerned, shows tha t the Ind ian  
people, once they have broken the 
stranglehold of B r it is h  rule, 
would be able to pu t up an un­
conquerable resistance to Japan­
ese o r any other im peria lism .

NO J U S T IF IC A T IO N
The Congress leaders t r y  to ju s ­

t i f y  th e ir  po licy by charg ing th a t 
“ the B r it is h  Government has pre­
vented the organization of na­
tion a l defense by the people in 
any other way.”  T h is  is p a rtly  
true, bu t on ly  pa rtly . '

Of course the B r it is h  im per­
ia lis ts  are a fra id  to arm  the 
masses —  they would ra the r 
r is k  the chance of los ing In d ia  
to Japan than to the Ind ian  
people. B u t the reactionary 
stand of the B r it is h  governm ent 
in  re fus ing to g ra n t In d ia  her 
independence and con tro l of her 
own defense is no ju s tifica tio n

fo r a po licy tha t aids the B r it ­
ish and the Japanoso im p e ria l­
ists and seals the doom of the 
Ind ia n  masses!

The Congress leaders may be 
ju s tified  in  b lam ing B r it is h  im  
peria lism  fo r fo llow ing  a reaction 
a ry  po licy —  bu t th a t is no ju s tif i 
cation fo r th e ir  own acceptance 
of th a t po licy! The Congress lead­
ers ta lk  about there no t being 
“ any o ther way”  than non-cooper­
ation. B u t there is another way 
I t  Is the .w ay of resistance to the 
B r it is h  po licy, the w ar tim e re. 
suits o f w h ich have already been 
revealed in  Singapore, Malaya. 
B urm a and Hong K ong —  i t  is 
the way of strugg le fo r  independ­
ence from  B r it is h  ru le.

A lthough the na tive  cap ita lis ts 
have thus made th e ir  choice o f 
submission to whichever set of 
im peria lis ts  is v ic to rious — B r it  
ish o r Japanese —  the Ind ian  
w orkers and peasants have yet to 
say th e ir  fina l word. I t  was th e ir 
resistance w h ich  forced the Con 
gress leaders to re ject B rita in 's  
prom issory note’ fo r  "a fte r  the 
w a r”  dom in ion status. I t  was 
th e ir  resistance which compelled 
the Congress leaders to demand 
Ind ian  con tro l o f In d ia ’s defenses 

Those w orkers and peasants 
who refuse to subm it fu r th e r  to 
the B r it is h  im peria l yoke, w i l l  
not passively extend th e ir  
throats to be cu t by Japanese 
im peria lism .
W hatever consolation B r it is h  

and Japanoso im peria lism  m ig h t 
hope to derive from  the “ non 
v io le n t”  polic ies of the Congress 
leaders m ust be soured by th e ir 
rea liza tion  th a t revo lu tiona ry  fe r­
ment is w o rk in g  unabated in  In ­
dia. The masses aro preparing  to 
take th e ir  fate in to  th e ir  own 
hands. They w i l l  get arms, as the 
Chinese masses have obtained 
arms. And they w i l l  never rest 
those arm s u n t il Ind ia  is free of 
a ll im p e ria lis t oppression.

AN OPEN LETTER TO 
THE BRITISH WORKERS

By An Indian Revolutionist 
J. V. P, DeSilva

W hat Defeat o f  In d ia  W il l Mean
W orkers  o f B r ita in  —  h is to ry  is m oving w ith  

t ita n ic  relentlessness. In  the E ast we find , on the 
one hand, the Japanese, a f te r  hav ing  swallowed S ing­
apore, Hong Kong, M alaya, and Burm a, now standing 
a t the gates o f Ind ia . On the other, we f in d  a na­
tio n  unarmed and enslaved by you r im p e ria lis t ru le rs , 
look ing  on help lessly.
■ F o r decades you have been given a com para tive ly  

h igh  standard o f l iv in g  and appreciable dem ocratic 
r ig h ts , by you r im p e ria lis ts . Have you ever tho ugh t 
how th is  was possible? Y o u r ru le rs  were able to 
g ra n t you these concessions, by e x tra c tin g  colossal 
w ea lth  a t the p o in t o f the swoTd fro m  the colon ia l 
peoples. Now the m ain source o f th is  w ealth  is en­
dangered.

Y ou r im peria lis ts , as proved in  M alaya, H ong-Kong, 
S ingapore and B urm a are incapable o f de fending 
even th e ir  own in te res ts ; s im p ly  because the y  have 
no roo ts in  the masses o f the colon ia l em pire. The 
loss o f In d ia  would compel yo u r ru le rs  to  snatch 
aw ay the priv ileges  you have so fa r  enjoyed.

Y ou r class and fa te  can never be saved by your 
a lliance w ith  the im p e ria lis ts . Jus t as S ir  S ta ffo rd  
Cripps, as envoy o f B r it is h  cap ita lism , can never 
save the Ind ian  w orkers and peasants.

H is to r ic  forces compel you to  break w ith  y o u r im ­
pe ria lis ts  now and to  a lly  yourselves w ith  the  w o rk ­
ers and peasants o f In d ia  and the colonies.................

The C h u rch ill governm ent cannot g ra n t freedom  
to In d ia  in  its  own in te rests, b u t in  o rder to  confuse 
you and w in  you r supoprt fo r  ho ld ing  Ind ia , i t  gives 
a r t if ic ia l reasons.

C h ie f o f these is the H indu-M oslem  problem . T h is  
problem  exists, though n o t so in tense ly  as the  im ­
pe ria lis ts  make out. B u t, as a re s u lt o f B r it is h  ru le , 
there are a host o f o th e r problem s —  ab ject poverty , 
mass il l ite ra c y  and chronic diseasel T h is  is the  re ­
s u lt o f over 150 years o f im p e r ia lis t ru le  in  Ind ia .

U ndoubtedly, the task  o f so lv ing  th is  prob lem  is 
immense; b u t by no means insoluble. In  1917 a ve ry  
s im ila r  problem  existed in  the  c ru m b lin g  C za ris t em ­
p ire  o f Russia. In  some aspects i t  was f a r  g raver. 
Y et, i t  was solved by the Russian werrkers in  a lliance 
w ith  the oppressed peoples o f the  C za ris t em pire.

Conditions In  In d ia  Today
L e t us take a look a t In d ia  and see how s im ila r

are the conditions to  those o f the Russian slave em­
p ire  o f 1917.

In d ia  is a sub-continent o f over 380 m illio ns . Sev­
en ty  per cent o f the popu la tion  is employed in  a g r i­
cu ltu re , w h ich is ca rried  on by  means o f the  m ost 
p r im it iv e  methods. The peasants are in  debt to  a 
sum o f 800 b u llio n  pounds. In  sp ite  o f the  fa c t  th a t  
the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f people are a g r ic u ltu ra l,  there 
are on ly  21 a g r ic u ltu ra l colleges w ith  a  to ta l o f 
about 1,500 students. O ut o f an annual income o f 10 
pounds, the peasant has to  pay 7 pounds 10 sh illing s  
in  taxes, ren ts and debt-in te rest, thus leav ing  2 
pounds, 10 s h illin g s  fo r  h is m aintenance fo r  a yea r!

There are about 20 m illio ns  employed in  in d u s try . 
T h e ir conditions ure appa lling . The average wage o f 
the in d u s tr ia l w o rke r is 1 s h illin g  a day fo r  men 
and 10 pence fo r  women.

The im p e ria lis ts  spend on ly  2.6 pe r cent o f the 
budget on health . A s a resu lt, the  average expecta­
tion  o f l i fe  is 23. In  B r ita in  i t  is  55. F o r  every 
thousand b irth s , the in fa n t m o r ta l ity  is 250, and 
m aterna l m o rta lity  is 24. In  B r ita in  i t  is 51 and 
4.06.

In  In d ia  on ly  9 per cent o f the  popu la tion  can 
read and w r ite  and tw o -th ird s  o f 700,000 v illages have 
no schools a t a ll. The significance o f th is  negligence 
on the p a r t  o f the im p e ria lis ts  o f education in  In d ia  
can be c le a rly  seen by the com parison o f the am ount 
spent per head in  B r ita in  and in  Ind ia . In  B r ita in  i t  
is 11 pounds 15 sh illing s . In  In d ia  i t  is 9 pence.

L ike  Czarist Russian P rob lem
In  the f irs t  im p e r ia lis t w a r, the  g re a t Russian 

w orkers  were faced w ith  the  same problem . F o r 
them , too, the task  was immense, bu t they accom­
plished i t .  U nder the Czar, one-s ix th  o f the w o r ld ’s 
surface was peopled by various diverse n a tion a litie s  
(European Russians and A s ia tic s ), to rn  by  commu­
na l s tr ife , ram pan t w ith  poverty , il lite ra c y , and d is ­
ease; th e ir  ill-equipped arm ies routed, bu t o ff ic ia lly  
on ly  “ re tre a tin g  s tra te g ic a lly ;”  the enemy a lready 
entrenched in  th e ir  te r r ito ry .

B ut, on the slogan, “ Land to  the Peasants, Peace 
and B read,”  the Russian w orkers  seized p o lit ic a l pow ­
er in  October, socialized the  means o f production, 
libe ra ted  the oppressed peoples o f th e ir  em pire, and, 
toge the r w ith  them , fo u g h t and drove back the  arm ies 
o f Germ any, France, B r ita in , Japan and Poland.

Today you are astounded a t  the  hero ic  s tru g g le  o f  
these m u lti-n a tio n a l, once backward, peoples. There 
is no m ys te ry , the reason is clear. They are f ig h t in g  
lik e  super men and women because under a socia l­
is t  economy, W h ite  Russians, E aste rn  T a rta rs , Y e l­
low  M ongolians, o r  A rm en ian  Jews are equal, and 
have som eth ing to  f ig h t  fo r.

W orkers  o f B r ita in , the conclusion is inescapable. 
There is on ly  one road open to  you in  o rd e r to  save 
yourselves, the w orkers  and peasants o f Ind ia , the  
colonics and tho w orld .

A ga in , once again, y o u r ru l in g  class cannot defend 
Ind ia . A  na tion  tied  hand and fo o t, to rtu re d  fo r  a 
hundred and f i f t y  years, can o n ly  look on he lp lessly 
unless i t  is  libera ted and has som eth ing to  f ig h t  
fo r.

Y ou r ru le rs  cannot solve it .  The fe w  Ind ian  c a p ita l­
is ts  cannot e ither, fo r  they, lik e  yours, are ba nkru p t 
and no bette r.

I t  is  you, the w o rkers  o f B r ita in , w ith  th e  w orkers 
o f Ind ia  in  a lliance w ith  the teem ing mass o f peasan­
try ,  th a t can solve th is  problem . IT  IS  S T IL L  N O T  
TOO L A T E . The Russians acted when the  K a ise r’s 
arm ies were a lready on th e ir  soil.

F a ilu re  on y o u r p a r t  to  take action N O W  w i l l  mean 
n o t on ly  the ove r-run n in g  o f In d ia  by  the  Japanese 
Moloch, b u t a lso the  p o s s ib ility  o f the  ru l in g  class 
se ttin g  up  a m il i ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  in  B r ita in .


