
UNION LEADERS YIELD TO FDR THREAT
G iv e  U p  F ig h t  
For W e e k -E n d ,  
H o lid a y  Pay

THE BOSSES ADVANCE 
WHEN THE LEADERS OF 
THE UNION RETREAT

An Editorial
The union leaders have yielded without a struggle one po­

sition after another to the bosses. I f  they hope by this policy 
to induce the bosses in turn to suspend their war against the 
unions, they are duping themselves and the workers. This is 
confirmed once more by the events of this week.

The union leaders had agreed to surrender the right to 
strike. They had shunted the workers’ demands into the hands 
of the War Labor Board, where they are being stalled and 
delayed and kicked around. They had backed the administra­
tion's speed-dp schemes. In this fashion they sought to get 
around the bosses' pretexts for anti-labor legislation.

But the bosses just cooked up others. When the issue of 
strikes did not suffice for their game, the bosses seized on the 
40-hour week and over-lime pay. The monopoly corporations, 
showing no gratitude for the concessions of the union leaders, 
began brazenly demanding conditions in union contracts they 
would not have dared to suggest six months ago. General Mo­
tors, Bethlehem Steel and the others are boldly attempting to 
wipe out every important gain won by the workers in their 
past bitter union struggles.

Now the union officialdom has retreated once again. In 
the face of the boss offensive and the administration’s threats, 
they have surrendered another traditional right of labor —  over­
time pay for Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.

But this latest capitulation w ill not quiet the bosses and 
Congressional reactionaries any more than previous ones did. 
Seeing that their campaign gets some results, this new retreat 
of the labor leaders w ill merely incite the bosses to more auda­
cious efforts. The taste o f blood which the administration has 
given the reactionaries is already exciting the capitalist wolf 
pack into louder yelps for the flesh and blood of the workers.

The only way the union leaders have, tried to “ fight”  back 
at the bosses’ anti-labor offensive is by crawling cap-in-hand 
to Roosevelt and begging him to get the bosses to "go easy.” 
And Roosevelt has always responded by “ persuading”  the union 
officials themselves to give up just “ one more” right of the 
workers.

In giving up these rights, the union leaders have not been 
carrying out the w ill of the workers. Every one of their suc­
cessive. capitulations — from agreeing to surrender the right 
to strike to tossing away over-time pay for week-ends and holi­
days — has been made behind the backs of the workers. The 
union ranks have not even been consulted on these vita l issues.

The latest backward crawl has been made despite the fact 
that hundreds of recently negotiated union contracts specifically 
provide for double-time pay on week-ends and holidays. This 
retreat was made while scores of other important union contracts 
including these provisions were in the midst o f negotiations. 
These are facts demonstrating that the workers in general do 
not desire to give up this traditional right. The desire of the 
workers, however, cut no ice with! the union leaders. They have 
meekly accepted the demands of the bosses and administration 
and are helping to impose them on the betrayed ranks.

By their1 cringing and retreating, the union leaders have 
only made it easier for the bosses to strike more blows at the 
w'orkers. By their reliance on the administration to protect 
the interests of the workers, the union leaders are paving the 
way for the complete betrayal of those interests.

The organized workers can save themselves from being 
pushed back to intolerable living standards in the coming period 
only by refusing to retreat another inch. They must refuse to 
yield a single right.. They must repudiate the policy of servile 
dependence on the administration and the boss politicians. 
Relying on their own organized strength alone, they must de­
fend themselves miHtantly against every attack of the boss class.

Dunne Tour 
Extended To 
Include West 
Coast Cities
Speaks In Behalf 
Of 18 Defendants

The tour of 22 cities by V. 
R. Dunne, sponsored by the 
C iv il Rights Defense Commit­
tee, has been so successful that 
the CRDC has made plans to 
continue the tour throughout 
the m iddle west and along the 
west coast.

Dunne has been speaking on be­
ha lf of the 18 members of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  and Local 
544-CIO who were convicted in 
the M inneapolis labor t r ia l last 
December of v io la tin g  the S m ith  
“ Gag" Act. Everyw here trade 
union, labo r and libe ra l groups 
of a ll k inds  nave s.bowu Interest 
and extended support of the work 
o f the CRDC in  spport of the 18 
defendants.

C IT IE S  IN  TO U R
Dunne, one of the outstanding 

labor leaders of the northwest, 
w ill leave St. Louis th is  week, 
go th rough a number of Southern 
I l l in o is  m in in g  towns, and pro­
ceed by the no rthe rn  route from  
the T w in  C ities  to Seattle, then 
down to C a lifo rn ia .

F o llow ing  is a l is t  of c itie s  to 
be vis ited on the second h a lf of 
the Dunne tou r:

V IS IT S  IL L IN O IS  TO W NS
Southern I llin o is , M arch 26, 27.
T w in  C ities, M inn., Mar. 28.
Fargo, N. D., A p r il ID.
Plentywood, Mont., A p r i l 11, 12.
Butte. Montana. A p r i l 13.
Spokane, Wash., A p r il 15.
Seattle, Wash., A p r i l 17 to 19.
Tacoma, Wash., A p r il 20.
Portland, Ore., A p r i l 22.
San F rancis :o , Cal.,

A p r il 24 to 26.
Los Angeles, Cal., A p r i l 27 

through May 10.

M r. M. J. M yer, one o f the a t ­
torneys fo r  the 18 defendants, is 
p re pa ring  the record o f the case 
to  be filed in the D is tr ic t  C ourt 
in  M inneapolis in p repa ra tion  fo r  
an appeal aga inst the convictions 
in  the h igh e r courts.

The cost o f c a rry in g  through 
the appeal is  expected to run 
in to  thousands o f do lla rs. The 
C iv il R ights Defense Com m ittee 
is- appealing to a ll progressives 
to  send funds a t once to  aid in 
the f ig h t  to  free  the M inneapo­
lis  defendants. The address o f 
the CRDC is 160 F if th  Avenue, 
New Y o rk  C ity .

B r in g in g  M ore Chains

Flint Workers Denounce 
New Speed-Up Campaign

FLIN T , Mich. — The alert militants in the F lint auto 
plants, have come out with a sharp attack against the vicious 
speed-up campaign of the GM corporation which has been en­
dorsed by the UAVV tops and Philip Murray.

Pointing out that there are still 25,000 unemployed auto 
w orkers  in F lin t,  the B u ick Local ¿>
590, F ishe r Body Local 581, and 
C hevro le t Local 659 —  represent­
in g  40,000 members —  have pass­
ed a reso lu tion  dem anding th a t 
the 40 hour week be re ta ined, and 
th a t hours be m ainta ined “  th a t 
w i l l  keep a ll w orkers on the jo b .”

"W e recommend th a t the  In ­
te rna tion a l E xecu tive Board go 
on record as opposed to  speed-up 
as advocated by in d u s try ’s dol- 
la r-a -yea r men and th a t the p ro ­
ductive  capacity  o f ind iv idua ls  rc  ■ 
m ain constant u n t il every man 
and Io n ia n  who' is ava ilab le  fo r  
w o rk  is put. to w o rk ,”  said the 
F lin t  reso lu tion . I t  continued:

"L a b o r has seen the sen io rity  
lis ts  junked, the. wage s truc tu re  
in  the auto in d u s try  go ou t w ith  
the  end o f auto production, and 
grievance m ach inery badly c r ip ­

pled because m anagem ent is ta k ­
in g  advantage o f la bo r’s no­
s tr ik e  pledge.”

“ Lack o f p lann ing  and in e f f i­
ciency o f governm ent agencies 
have added g re a tly  to the gener­
a l confusion and have been a con 
t r ib u tin g  fa c to r in m ak ing  p la n - 
fa c ilit ie s  unusable and th ro w r 
thousands o f A m ericans ou t o f 
w o rk .”

S harp ly  d if fe r in g  w ith  the 
Reuthers, Thomases and M u r ­
rays, the F lin t  reso lu tion  dem and­
ed th a t "T he  autom obile union 
m ust take a f ir m  stand aga inst 
speed-up and unem ploym ent, and 
a ll doubts as to  our stand m ust 
be cleared up in  the m inds o f our 
m em bership and in the m inds o f 
the general pub lic .”

The w iden ing  g u lf  between the

union top o ffic ia ldom  and the m ’ 
l i ta n t  ra n k  and f i le  o f  the U A W  
is c le a rly  shown by th is  m ilita n 1 
reso lu tion. W h ile  the U A W  tops 
and na tiona l CIO leaders have 
been echoing the slogans o f the 
N a tion a l Association o f Manu 
fa c tu re rs  fo r  “ speedup”  and 
“ w ork , w o rk , w o rk ,”  the auto 
w orkers  haVe been pressed to th? 
w a ll by the corporations.

The F lin t  w orkers —  who have 
gone th rough  m onths o f unera 
p loym ent because o f the  com 
panics’ profit.s-as-usnal program , 
and who arc then reh ired at lower 
liv in g  costs m ust face the w ar 
against conditions in  the plants, 
due to the deliberate provocations 
of the company, and the p ilin g  
up of unsettled grievances. They 
are losing patience w ith  the 
stup id  and treacherous policies o f 
th e ir  top leaders who beg favors 
in  W ashington, and then f ly  
back to  the auto centers on ly  long 
enough to p u t ou t fires .

Joint Committees Have 
Power Only To 'Advise'

A -

And All They Can Advise the Bosses About 
Is New Ways of Speeding Up the Workers

NEW YORK —  The administration’s program for estab­
lishing management-labor committees to speed up the workers 
and production is going into high gear. A number o f confer­
ences between the bosses and the union representatives have 
been held in the past week, and more are scheduled within 
the next week or two.

From  the discussions and results 
a t the conferences already held i t  
is clear tha t the plan has no th ing 
to do w ith  g iv ing  the workers a 
greater "share" in  the con tro l of 
the operations of in du s try , despite 
w hat the trado un ion leaders and 
S ta lin is ts  have been fa lse ly im ­
p ly in g  to the un ion ranks.

One o f the firs t o f these meet­
ings was held on March 17 in  
New Y ork  C ity, w ith  300 spokes­
men fo r the unions and the bosses 
In attendance. They represented 
p rin c ip a lly  plants m anufacturing  
guns, ships, a irc ra ft and machine 
tools.

The on ly concern of the com­
m ittees to be set up, i t  was p o in t­
ed ou t by ad m in is tra tion  spokes­
men, to to speed up production.

BOSSES S T IL L  TO 
R E T A IN  F U L L  CO NTRO L

I t  was stressed tha t these com­
m ittees were e n tire ly  “ vo lun ta ry ,” 
tha t they were “ d is tin c t from  any 
committees having to do w ith  the 
app lica tion  of collective barga in­
ing  agreements a ffec ting  wages, 
hours and w o rk ing  cond itions" and 
tha t they were “ not designed to 
encroach in  any way upon the 
rig h ts  of management." ( y e w  
York  Timea, March 18).

Thus, these com m ittees w ill in  
no way be concerned w ith  the 
problems of the w orkers and th e ir 
conditions. They w il l  serve ex­
c lus ive ly  to devise ways and 
means to get more production at 
reduced costs — and greater pro­
fits —  fo r the bosses. B ut these 
committees w ill have no power to 
compel management, to ca rry  out 
any ideas, regardless of th e ir  
m erit.

The bosses, na tu ra lly , w ill he 
free as In the past to contro l and 
operate the Industries in accord­
ance w ith  th e ir  own in terests and 
p ro fit motives. I f  an idea pu t 
fo rth  by the com m ittees appears 
profitable, the bosses, may accept 
it )  I f  another idea even sounder 
from  the standpoint of efficient 
production, bu t not profitable, is 
offered, the bosses can and un­
doubtedly w i l l  re ject it.

T lie  on ly  reason the bosses sup­
port th is  plan is that i t  w i l l  help 
them get more “ effic iency”  by 
speeding up the workers.

These committees, explained 
the M arch 13 United States yews,

an im p o rtan t weekly dope-sheet 
fo r the employers, “ are expected 
to  b ring  home to p lan t employes 
by a dozen d iffe re n t psychological 
devices the necessity fo r the 
speed-up.”

O N L Y  BOSSES TO  B E N E F IT
The’ question fo r the workers 

and un ion is ts  to answer w ith  res­
pect to these com m ittees is: In  
what way w il l  they help us? W ill 
they give us a greater voice in 
the opera tion erf industry', help 
to im prove our conditions? On 
the con tra ry, they threaten only 
to serve as “ psychological dev­
ices" to in te ns ify  the exp lo ita tion  
of labor. Only the bosses can 
benefit by them. ,

Through the management-labor 
committees the  tin iou leaders and 
members w i l l  he devoting more 
and more o f th e ir  a tten tion  and 
energy toward so lv ing  the prob-

Waller Gets 
Executive Stay

Odell Waller, Virginia Negro 
sharecropper sentenced to die 
March 20, has been granted a 
stay of execution until May 
19 by Governor C. W. Darden, 
the Workers Defense League 
announced this week.

W a lle r ’s case is being appealed 
to the Supreme C o u rt o f the U n i­
ted States. In  1940 he was con­
victed fo r  shooting bis planter 
land lord t-o death in  a dispute 
over crop shares, o f wh ich the 
land lord  was t ry in g  to cheat t in  
W a lle r fa m ily . The ju r y  d is re ­
garded the plea o f self-defense; 
i t  was composed on ly o f landlord: 
and po ll-ta x  payers.

The W a lle r defense movement 
has c o rre c tly  pointed ou t th a t 
W a lle r did no t receive a t r ia l  by 
ju ry  o f h is peers, because his 
peers, the  sharecroppers and des- 
s t itu tc  w orkers, are unable to 
pay the state po ll tax  and are 
deprived no t on ly  o f the r ig h t  
to vote, bu t also the r ig h t  to 
serve on ju rie s . The V irg in ia  Su­
preme C ourt has tw ice  tu rned 
down appeals o f the case.

lems o f the bosses. Less and less 
a tten tion  and energy w ill be d i­
rected toward so lv ing the prob­
lems of the worker. Such a 
program  can on ly help to d ive rt 
the unions from  th e ir  real task, 
to defend the in terests of the 
workers.

The root of the waste, in e ffi­
ciency and anarchy of production 
under cap ita lism  is its  in a b ility  
to organize and plan production 
on a national and in te rna tiona l 
scale. Capita lism  today can have 
no program  fo r increasing produc­
tion  w h ich does not include great­
er speed-up aud long hours. That 
is w hy any program  to speed-up 
production which fa ils  to break 
the priva te  bosses’ stranglehold 
on indus try  must achieve its  re ­
sults a t the expense of the w o rk ­
ers.

M axim um  production can be 
achieved and in d u s try  can be op­
erated fo r the benefit of the 
masses on ly when the haDdful of 
monopoly owners no longer con­
tro l the basic productive fa c il i­
ties.

Only when the governm ent takes 
over the basic industries and runs 
them under the contro l and m an­
agement of the workers, w il l i t  
be possible to so coordinate and 
plan production th a t m axim um  
efficiency w il l  be achieved, not at 
the expense of the workers, but 
fo r th e ir  benefit.

Administration Pushes Step-By-Step Drive 
To Chisel Away Workers' Union Standards

T a k in g  advantage o f  the  a n ti- la b o r a tm osphere  
b e ing  generated by a re a c tio n a ry  Congress and the  
c a p ita lis t press, the  R oosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  —  u n ­
d e r cover o f  oppo s in g  a n ti- la b o r laws —  is p ush in g  
its  ow n step-by-step cam paign  to  ch ise l dow n la b o r ’ s 
rights and standards. This week it put over the first move in 
the direction of abolishing over-time pay.

While expressing opposition to present Congressional de­
mands to abolish the 40-hour week, the administration served 
a virtual ultimatum on labor demanding that it agree to straight 
time instead of time-and-a-half and double-time pay for holi­
days and for Saturdays and Sundays when these are not the 
s ix th  and seventh consecutive 
Work days, and la id  the basis for 
the bosses to  re fuse to pay dou­
ble-tim e on any seventh consecu­
tive  w ork-day.

In  the face of a declared th rea -

CP Attempts to 
Halt Distribution 
Of the 'Militant'

CLEVELAND, Ohio.—  Sta­
linist goons made several cow­
ardly attacks upon M IL IT A N T  
distributors in front of their 
"Free Earl Browder Rally”  on 
St. Patrick’s Day, without, 
however, preventing distribu­
tion  o f the issue which answered 
the contem ptib le  lies and s land­
ers issued in  a C.P. le a fle t here 
several weeks ago.

A  fr ie n d  o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  
who attended the m eeting re p o rt­
ed overhearing several S ta lin is ts  
express theW tu ry  a t seeing the 
paper read in th e ir  h a ll by w o rk ­
ers before the m eeting  started . 
They discussed the po ss ib ility  o f 
g e ttin g  the cops to stop the d is ­
tr ib u tio n  w ith  no regard to  the 
fa c t th a t th e ir  own m eeting was 
held fo r  the express purpose o f 
p ro te s ting  the im prisonm en t o f 
B row der fo r  his po litica l convic­
tions. E v id e n tly  they  abandoned 
th is  p ro jec t, no t know ing how to 
exp la in  th a t w h ile  they ta lked 
about dem ocratic r ig h ts  and po­
li t ic a l freedom  inside the meet­
ing, they  wanted i t  stopped o u t­
side.

A t  the m eeting the S ta lin is ts  
linked up B row der w ith  St. P a t­
r ic k , Debs and Tom  Mooney. 
They hoped Roosevelt would no' 
fo rg e t B row der ne x t Christmas 
as he did las t, f o r  they  said tha t 
B row de r’s pardon depended en­
t ire ly  upon FD R . T h is w ith  th r  
p roper note o f p a trio tis m  was a ll 
the C.P. had to o ffe r  fo r  free ing  
B row der.

544-CIO Contract Is 10¢
An Hour Higher Than Tobin's

By JA C K  R A N G E R

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — 
Last week a union contract was 
signed with the Waterman- 
Wa ter bury manufacturing com- 
Dany, covering a dozen drivers, 
helpers and warehousemen. 
Hardly a bit of news? But wait.

T his  is the f irs t  union w o rk ing  
agreem ent signed by Local 544- 
CIO since the M inneapolis d r iv ­
ers revolted aga inst the d ic ta to r- 
-hip o f Danie l Tobin last, sum ­
mer.

The con trac t provides fo r  hour- 
’ y  wages o f 85c fo r  d rive rs , 80c 
fo r  helpers, and 75c fo r  w a re ­
housemen.

T h is  is ' from  9c to 14c more 
than Tobin has secured fo r  his 
members in M inneapolis.

In  short, Local 544-CIO is 
w o rth  over 10c an hour more to  
the d rive rs  and warehousemen o f 
M inneapolis than is T ob in ’s gang­
ster-ridden .o u tfit. T ob in ’s ro tten  
contracts are costing the w orkers

o f M inneapolis about one d o lla r 
a day, about $25 a month, about 
$300 a year.

The Local 544-CIO contrac' 
contains m any o ther advantages 
over the se ll-ou t con tracts nego­
tia ted  la s t sum m er by T ob in ’s 
goons.

T h e  W aterm an - W a ie rb u ry  
agreem ent provides fo r  p la n t se­
n io r ity . The agreem ent is a jo in t  
one w ith  the CIO M achin ists 
Local 1140. Should a d r iv e r or 
warehouseman w o rk  a t least 50% 
o f each week a t a h igh -pa id  job 
in the m achine shop, he w il l  re ­
ceive a fu l l  week’s wage a t the 
h igh e r scale. W orkers  doing 
n ig h t w o rk  w i l l  receive an add i­
tiona l 5c hourly .

The con tra c t calls fo r  a week’s 
paid vacation, and a m ilita ry  
clause p ro te c ting  a m an’s sen ior­
i t y  i f  he is called in to  the armed 
services.

The agreem ent is re troa c tive  t  •> 
Feb. 1, 1942, and runs fo r  one 
year.

hat th e  ad m in is tra tion  itse lf 
vould push an ti- la bo r leg is la tion 
t the unions did not accept its  

u ltim a tum , the leaders of tbo 
A.FL and CIO once more retreated 
w ith o u t a struggle. They have 
agreed to accept s tra tgb t-tim o  
"a y  fo r Saturday, Sunday aud 
ho liday w o rk  when these fa ll 
w ith in  the regu la r w ork  week. 
They are s t i l l  ask ing fo r tim e- 
and-a-half fo r a ll w ork ove r,e igh t 
hours In any one day and fo r 
thp s ix th  consecutive day. The 
CIO Is also in s is tin g  on double- 
tim e pay fo r the seventh day of 
w ork. , •/•

H av ing  'made th is  much head­
way in  its  stra tegy o f n ibb lin g  
away b it  by b it at. un ion stand­
ards and righ ts , the next move 
o f the a d m in is tra tion  may he fo i 
the general re in s titu tio n  o f the 
hated "Incen tive  system”  — the 
piece-work method o f pay th a t 
divides and speeds up the w o rk ­
ers and enables the bosses to 
slice away a t th e ir  pay scales. 
Nelson Indicated th is  move when 
he boosted the " incen tive  system”  
last week before a congressional 
committee.

W H Y  R O O S E V E LT  OPPOSES 
S M IT H -V IN S O N  B IL L

Roosevelt opposed the fo rm al 
abo lition  o f the wage-hour laws 
and the 40-hour week a t th is  
tim e, solely because he does not 
th in k  such a drastic move is ex­
pedient. Roosevelt is fa ir ly  well 
satisfied w ith  the present labor 
s itua tion . Open labor struggles 
are at a low point.. The un ion 
leaders are anxious to avoid any 
conflic ts. A c lea rly  hostile  move 
on the p a rt of the a d m in is tra tion  
might, p rec ip ita te  widespread m il­
itan t opposition from  the rank- 
and-file o f organized labor, whose 
noteufia l strength the ad m in is tra ­
tion  recognizes.

Roosevelt, therefore, does not 
w ant to r is k  upsetting the apple­
cart, so to speak, when he feels 
tha t w ith  the aid o f the “ respon­
sib le”  labor leaders he can by 
methods of "g radua lism ”  achieve 
the subjugation of labor more 
econom ically and w ith  less "d is ­
turbance.”

T h is  is the m otive indicated 
by Donald Nelson, W ar Produc­
tion Board head, iu  his statem ent 
to the House Naval A ffa irs  Com­
m ittee la s t Tuesday. Nelson ad­
vised the com m ittee th a t to abol­
ish the 40-hour week by law  
would "create a widespread de­
mand fo r increases in wage rates”  
and tha t "changing the law  w i l l  
cause a d isturbance th a t m ay in ­
terfere w ith  production and we 
cannot have tha t at th is  tim e.”

Roth Roosevelt and Nelson have 
made i t  clear, however, th a t they 
do not oppose such leg is la tion  in 
p rinc ip le . Roosevelt has stated 
th a t he would support an ti-labor 
laws i f  “ necessary.”  Last week, 
Nelson said on ly tha t there is "no 
need”  fo r  such laws "a t th is  
tim e .”  And Nelson h im se lf to ld 
the House com m ittee Tuesday 
tha t If the unions did not accept 
• ho ad m in is tra tion 's  demand on 
Saturday, Sunday and ho liday pay 
w ith in  SO days, he would person­
a lly  support leg is la tive  com pul­
sion. a statement w h ich one New 
1 oi*k da ily  called a “ velvet-gloved 
u ltim a tu m ”  to labor.

Nelson based his demand fo r 
a b o l i t i o n  o f established pay 

(Continued on page 4)
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G en e ra l M o to rs  W a n t T o  
C u t H e a rt O u t  O f  U A W

By JO K A N D R E W S
DFTR O IT, Mich. — The General Motors Corporation, 

stuffed with increased profits and made bold by the nationwide 
anti-labor campaign being waged under cover of patriotic slo­
gans, has unfurled a union-busting program intended to wipe­
out all the basic gains achieved by the UAW since the 1937
sit-dow n vic tories.

In  a s ta tem ent issued as a 
counter-proposal to  the U A W  de­
mands, General M otors opened 
the new con tract negotiations 
M arch 20, by issu ing a 9-po int 
program . E very  po in t is a ham­
m er blow a t the fundam enta l 
r ig h ts  and conditions established 
by the auto w orkers a fte r  years 
o f fie rce  s trugg le . The program  
as a whole is designed to cu t o f f  
the arm s and legs o f the union. 
N o t one o f the un ion ’s demands 
fo r  the new con tract are fa v o r­
ab ly  received by GM.

S ta tin g  th a t the un ion ’s de­
mand fo r  a do lla r-a -day wage in 
crease w ould “ have to  be pa id by 
the taxpayers ,”  GM P resident C. 
E. W ilson made i t  c lear th a t th i 
demand would be re fe rred  to- the 
W a r Labor Board. The th re a t to 
pass on any wage increases tc 
the people in  the fo rm  o f increas­
ed costs o f w a r products, is j 
th re a t the re fo re  to the govern­
m ent not to g ra n t the un ion ’s 
demand.

T h is  means th a t the auto m o­
guls announce In advance: “ I f  you 
g ra n t the U A W  a wage increase, 
we w ill get ou t and take i t  back 
by a rb it ra r ily  ja ck in g  up a rm a­
m ent p rices !”

A LM O S T  A  H A L F  B IL L IO N  
PR O FITS  FOR GM

N o t fo r  a m om ent would the 
corpora tion  th in k  o f pay ing  fo r  
the wage increase out o f p ro fits  
General M otors reaped a net 
p ro fit  in  1941 o f $489,644,851 
which is 53% above the 1940 net 
p ro f i t !  The un ion ’s demand fo r  a 
do lla r-a -day increase w  o u 1 d 
am ount to an estim ated 60 to 90 
m illio n  do llars, w h ich could eas­
i ly  be m et ou t o f these huge p ro f­
its . B u t the GM bosses have 
made i t  c lear th a t th e ir  p ro fits  
m ust no t be touched.

The union proposal fo r  90 day 
le ad jus tm en t o f wages in accord­
ance w ith  rises in liv in g  costs, 
was likew ise brushed aside by the 
corpora tion. T h is  issue along w ith  
o ther im p o rtan t questions w ib  
no doubt be p u t before the W LR  
which w ill have to decide w h e th ­
e r i t  w i l l  a llow  corpora tions to 
freeze wages in sp ite  o f huge 
p ro fite e r in g  and s p ira llin g  prices

The o ther union demands, nov 
in  'nego tia tion  to replace the old 
con tract which expires A p r i l  28, 
are: a closed shop, w h ich w i l l  g, 
to  the W ar Labor Board, re te ll 
tio n  o f tim e and a h a lf  and dou 
ble tim e pay, 10% and 15% p re ­
m ium s fo r  the n ig h t sh ifts , P 
days’ pay fo r  draftees, stewar? 
system, 30 m inute  paid lunch 
periods, etc.

9 U N IO N -S M A S H IN G  P O IN TS
In  rep ly  to these demands, the 

company touched o f f  the fo llo w  
m g 9-point salvo a t auto un ion ­
ism :

1. “ D iscontinue in o ffic ia l union 
papers, handbills  and o ther l i te r  
ature , a ttacks and accusations o f 
‘speedup’ on m anagem ent’s c f 
fo r ts  to  increase production o f

w ar m ateria ls . D iscontinue a t ­
tacks on m anagement in sue! 
media which underm ine m orale of
employees. .

Th is is a demand th a t the U A W  
leadership, which supports the 
speed-up cam paign, squelch local 
unions which oppose speed-up. I* 
aims fu r th e r  to g ive the company 
in e ffec t the r ig h t  to censor union 
publications.

2. No double tim e pay. A s the 
union co rre c tly  po in ts out, th is  is 
d ire c tly  re la ted to  p ro fits , and 
the com pany could pay double 
tim e w ith o u t de p riv ing  W ilson 
the Duponts and Co, o f th e ir  
m illio n  do lla r incomes.

3. Take out o f the  un ion’s hands 
the r ig h t to  barga in on the ques­
tion  o f w o rk  sh ifts . T h is  is in ­
tended to g ive the company a 
free hand in destroy ing  the 40- 
hour week, and would deprive the 
union o f any r ig h t  to  barga in 
on t li is  question.

4. Reestablishm ent o f the 
hated piece-work system and a 
speed-up plan o f “ incentive pay­
m ent.”  T h is  vicious scheme would 
erase the tim e  standards p ro v i­
sions o f the un ion, b r in g  back 
the sweat-shop dog-eat-dog days 
o f piece w ork , and p it  the w o rk ­
ers aga inst each other.

5. Breakdown o f wage classi­
fica tion  by c la ss ify ing  according 
to the am ount o f in d iv idu a l pro 
duction instead o f job  c lass ifica­
tion . T liis  would a llow  the com- 
p< t iy  to s ta rt a break neck speed 
up cam paign, and to  destroy the 
wage rates o f the various jo l 
classifications, w h ich is one o' 
the bedrock foundations o f the 
union.

6. A b o litio n  o f sen io rity . T lu
company proposes to  make pro 
m otions and trans fe rs  according 
to the “ e x tra ”  e f fo r t  p u t in by 

I the men, instead o f by sen io rity  
! T h is  would destroy the whole 

sen io rity  s truc tu re , and bu ild  f  
cerps of company stooges and 
speed-up a rtis ts , who would bt 
prom oted on the basis o f compa­
ny  fa v o ritis m .

A T T A C K  G R IE V A N C E  
M A C H IN E R Y

7. C u ttin g  the ba rga in ing  ma 
ch inery in tw o. The company 
proposes to  cu t the num ber oi 
eemmitteemen in  h a lf. In  an in 
dust-ry where the company creates 
thousands o f grievances, and 
overburdens the e x is ting  union 
s ta ff,  th is  would make the job  o f 
f ig h t in g  grievances tw ice as d i f ­
ficu lt.

8. L im it in g  the num ber o f com­
m itteem en who can barga in  o r 
any specific grievance. The com ­
pany intends by th is  to under­
m ine the un ion ’s r ig h t  to  choose 
its  representatives, and l im it  the 
num ber o f representatives in ba r­
ga in ing  meetings.

9. A bo litio n  o f prov is ion re 
q u ir in g  a com m itteem an on th t 
job  whenever a departm ent is 
w o rk ing . The company wants to  
be able to  lay  o f f  com m itteem en 
a t w ill,  thus d e p riv ing  the de­

partm ent or plant of a un ion rep­
resentative. A t  present, ever} 
s h ift  m ust have a com m itteem an 
w o rk in g  as long as anyone elsi 
is W orking.

As can he seen fro m  th is  lis t 
o f counter-proposals, the General 
M otors C orpora tion is ou t not 
m ere ly  to res is t the demands o f 
the union and prevent any gains, 
bu t to cut the ve ry  heart ou t o f 
the U A W .

There is no question th a t the 
corpora tion  means business on 
these a n ti- la b o r schemes. They 
are p a r t o f the nationw ide un ion- 
busting  cam paign, w h ic li is 
th rea ten ing  to  re su lt in d rastic  
congressional curbs on labor.

W ith  the unions to ld  by th e ir  
own lo p  leaders tn a t the y  cannot 
use th e ir  s trongest defensive 
weapon, the r ig h t  to s tr ike , the 
b ig  in du s tria ls  are ta k in g  ttie 
o ffensive  and are ou t to  smash 
the CIO.

A  F IG H T  FOR T H E  
U N IO N ’S L IF E

The m il ita n t  U A W  ran k  and 
f ile  and progressive local union 
leaders, who have fe lt  the fu l l  
b ru n t o f the auto barons’ cam­
pa ign to  w reck th e ir  standards, 
are keenly aware o f the cruc ia l 
na ture  o f the c u rre n t nego tia ­
tions w ith  GM. A lre ad y  the cor­
pora tion  has in s titu ted  wage cuts 
a ll a long the line  by re h ir in g  
workers la id  o f f  du rin g  the 
change-over'a t a 15 o r 20% wage 
decrease. M any workers, g e ttin g  
a d o lla r an hour before the lay  
o ffs , have been reemployed a t 80 
cents. N o t sa tis fied  w ith  th is  
wage cut, the corpora tion  is 
pounding aw ay in every p la n t in 
every departm ent, w ith  a speed­
up cam paign.

The pub lic  an ti-un ion  b last o f 
GM sounds the w a rn in g  loud and 
fa r. The union can now no t a f ­
fo rd  to  drop its  defenses. Am ong

More Unions Give 
Support to CRDC

NEW  YORK, Mar. 24. — 
The C ivil Rights Defense Com­
mittee announced today that its 
work in defense of the 18 con­
victed in the Minneapolis ' ‘se­
d ition" tria l had been endors­
ed by the Steel C ity Industrial 
Union Council, w h ich embraces 
the CIO unions of P ittsburgh.

The Committee also reported 
add itiona l donations in support o‘ 
its  w ork  from  several more local 
unions.

Local 85C of ttie U n ited Auto 
W orkers, o f Goodyear A irc ra ft 
A kron, Ohio, sent a donation of 
$50. H a lf of t i l ls  sunt came from 
ttie  union treasury, the o ilie r 
h a lf came from  a collection taken 
among tlie  members.

From  Trenton, N. J „  came con 
tr ib u tio n s  from  fou r more CIO lo 
cals, thus fu r th e r increasing t in  
num ber of the scores of New Jer 
sey unions w h ich have expressed 
th e ir  sym pathy w ith  the 18 de 
fendants In a m a te ria l way.

These unions were Locals 107 
and 205 of the U n ited Rubber 
W orkers and Locals 225 and 226 
o f the D oll and Toy W orkers.

Local 4 of the Brewory W o rk e r 
In Buffa lo , N. Y., also sent a <Ton 
atlon.

the m ilita n ts  in auto, many ru m ­
b ling  o f d issatisfaction w ith  the 
top leadership and th e ir  program 
o f spoed-up and surrender have 
been heard.

These rank and f i le  f ig h te rs  
rem em ber th a t they  are facing 
the same em ployers Who in 1937 
organized v ig ila n te  gangs to de­
s tro y  the U A W . They are aware 
th a t the h igh-sounding slogans 
fo r  speed-up are a smokescreen 
fo r  t lie  Duponts, whose one aim 
is to  bu ild  up th e ir  mountainous 
p ro fits .

The showdown ba ttle  is com ing 
in  auto. I t  w i l l  be a ba ttle  against 
both the auto barons and the 
cowards and tra ito rs  who advise 
the w orkers to  surrender the fo r t  
w ith o u t a f ig h t.

Bethlehem Corp. Launches 
Union-Smashing Campaign
Union Must Educate New Workers to Meaning of Unionism and 
Take Offensive Against Slanders of Profiteering Corporation

SAN PEDRO, Cal., Mar. 2 0 . —  The present negotiations 
between Local 9 of the International Union of Marine and 
Shipbuilding Workers, CIO, and the Bethlehem Steel Corpora- 
dou at San Pedro are being closely watched by both the local 
labor movement. CIO and AFU, and ail employers in the
H arbor D is tr ic t. Since the in tro ­
duction of the war program , sh ip­
bu ild ing  has moved rap id ly  fo r­
ward to the position of m ajor 
Industry  In Los Angeles Harbor, 
em ploying an estimated 40,000 
workers. Bethlehem Steel, part 
of the huge na tiona l monopoly 
In steel and sh ipbu ild ing , employs 
over 5,000 and is a CIO strong­
hold.

The negotiations w ill have a 
dual significance. They w ill es­
tab lish the strength of the union 
In Bethlehem and w i l l  also play 
a de te rm in ing  role in  the organ­
ization of shipyard w orkers of 
Oils area on an in d u s tr ia l basis 
by the CIO. The policy of the 
bosses has been to sign up vo l­
u n ta r ily  w ith  the A F L  to prevent 
MO penetration. Thus the Cali- 
iii-nta S h ipbu ild ing  Corp. and 
onsolldated Steel operate under 

back-door A F L  agreements.
The Consolidated has b u ilt a 

large new yard which is s t i l l  In 
the in it ia l stages o f production: 
C a lifo rn ia  S h ipbu ild ing  Is s t i l l  ex­
panding: a new and targe Navy 
yard is under way on T erm ina l 
Island and two more sh ipbu ild ing  
yards are to be b u ilt soon. W ith ­
in the next year they w ill employ 
approxim ate ly 90,000 workers, 
more than doub ling the present 
to ta l. Therefore these negotia­
tions represent a stra teg ic stage 
in the development of a struggle 
fo r  leadership between the par­
a ly tic  c ra ft un ionism  of the A F L  
and the progressive Ind us tria l o r­
ganization of the CIO. The bosses 
recognize th is  fact. Bethlehem

Steel is ev idently  th e ir  spearhead 
in  the attack op m ilita n t un ion­
ism In the yards.

Tho present agreement w ith  
Bethlehem was arrived  n t ver­
bally. g ra n tin g  the union a closed 
shop and accepting the provisions 
of the Pacific Coast S h ipbu ild ing  
S tab iliza tion  Board In re la tion  to 
wages and w o rk in g  conditions. 
These include a closed shop, a 
wage scale, the e igh t hour day, 
and s tipu la tions  on the r is in g  
cost of l iv in g  and wage ad just­
ments. Tho agreement stipu la ted 
tha t one year a fte r It went in to  
effect negotiations would he op­
ened fo r upward revis ion of wages 
In p ropo rtion  to the increased cost 
of liv in g .

H av ing  won an N LR B  election 
a few m onths ago by 95%. the 
un ion Is now dem anding an in ­
crease in wages, the closed shop, 
un ion h ir in g  (w h ich  is now in 
effect), and a w ritte n  contract. 
The contract also Includes a de­
mand fo r sen io rity  from  the firs t 
w o rk ing  day. vacations w ith  pay, 
and provis ions fo r the a llotm ent 
of helpers and im provers to a 
m in im um  of mechanics. T ills  con­
tract was v ir tu a lly  drawn up on 
thp union floo r by the member­
ship. By and large it reflects the 
needs of the workers at t l i is  tim e 
and is an accurate expression of 
union sentiment.

PRO BLEM S A R IS IN G  FROM 
P L A N T  E X P A N S IO N

Since the establishm ent o f the 
last contract, the yard has under­

gone a tremendous expansion. 
Less than 1.000 workers have in ­
creased lo over 5,000; the tra ined 
and experienced core of un ion ists 
are outnumbered by newer and 
Inexperienced workers. Many are 
fresh from  farm s and sm all townr 
and are to ta lly  unaware of the 
ro le of the union In establishing 
the wage scale and w o rk in g  con 
d itions which they are now re­
ceiving. To them the weekly pa} 
check represents company gener­
os ity  ra th e r than benefits -won 
through years of strugg le and 
sacrifice by m il ita n t and loya l un ­
ion men; the fear of conscrip tion 
and the pressure o f w ar propa­
ganda adds to th e ir  Ind ifference 
or h o s tility  to the union.

As a resu lt there lias arisen a 
menace to the union in  the form  
of new ly tra ined an ti-un ion  w o rk ­
ers who stand ready to replace 
the previously indispensable pro- 
un ion old tim ers. O nly the in ­
flu x  of tho new workers w ith  
a CIO background in  auto, long 
shore, e lectrica l, rubber, etc., lias 
prevented the expansion from  
overbalancing the un ion ’s position 
in  the yard. -

The comptfny also employs v a r i­
ous provocative measures calcu­
lated to weaken and discourage 
the morale o f tlie  union-conscious 
men. Continuous attem pts to h ire 
through the company office, f i r ­
ing and d isc rim in a tio n  against 
shopstewnrds, open attacks on the 
union by foremen and companv 
stooges have, been made since the 
opening o f negotiations. A t t l i l r  
po in t tho company fe lt ready fo ’ 
a show of strength. W ithou t pre 
v iously  consulting the union, it 
announced the establishm ent o ' 
the ten-hour day.

W H Y  T H E  BOSSES P IC K E D  
T E N  H O U R  IS S U E

The selection of the ten hour 
day as a tr ia l issue was ne ither 
accidental nor of pure ly  local s ig­
nificance. Leg is la tion  fo r the re 
peal o f the e ight hour day had 
been introduced in Congress an«' 
e ffo rts  were being made through 
out tho country in various indus­
tries  to obtain the assent of t l ir  
w orkers on the p re text that it 
was necessary to r w ar production 
purposes. As indicated.!,by, tlu,: 
fact tha t the b ill in  Congress spe 
olflcall.v called fo r the abo lition  
of overtim e pay over fo r ty  hours 
and over e ight hours in  a day 
opposition to the e igh t hour day 
could on ly  have meant the des­
tru c tio n  o f tho basic r ig h t of or 
ganized labor to a l iv in g  wage 
fo r e igh t hours w ork  and a five 
day week. R a is ing the  liypoe rit 
ica l c la im  of “ defense production 
needs." the company established 
two ten-hour shifts.

W h ile  serv ing  the needs o f the 
reactionary attem pts in  Congress, 
the ten hour s h ift served even 
more d ire c tly  to holster an anti- 
union a ttitude . More or less con­
tent w ith  th e ir  new ly found jobs 
the great mass of inexperienced 
workers eyed w ith  re lish  tho pros 
pects of overtim e w o rk  and over­
tim e pay. Eager to replenish the 
em pty pockets drained by vary ing 
periods of unem ploym ent, they 
were w ill in g  to sacrifice good un­
ion standards in  re tu rn  fo r over­
tim e work. The fact tha t the 
un ion had ju s t opened negotia­
tions. and th a t Included were thp 
issues o f wage rates and ad just­
ments to the r is in g  cost of liv in g  
seemed un im portan t when over­
tim e work and pay was combiner1 
w ith  a well-organized slander 
campaign, against the union.

T H E  R E F E R E N D U M
A lthough the un ion at a large 

membership m eeting at tho W il­
m ington Bowl had voted over­
w he lm ing ly  fo r  the e ight hour 
day, large numbers of workers 
who had not been present ex­
pressed th e ir  opposition in the 
yard. The m eeting voted to en­
force the e igh t hour day, and the 
un ion ordered the men to leave

th e ir jobs a fte r eight hours. T h is  
was an im p o rtan t test of strength. 
I t  Is extrem ely encouraging th a t 
tlie  w a lkout a fte r e igh t hours of 
w ork was 109'% effective, showing 
a lo y a lly  to the un ion on the pa rt 
o f a large m a jo rity  of the men.

A fio r  two days of w a lk in g  o ff 
the Job at the end o f e ight hours, 
the union agreed to a proposal by 
Secretary o f the Navy K nox tha t 
a referendum  be held in  the yard, 
Excluded from  the vote were 
about 1,000 men who had been 
h ired  w ith in  the previous few 
weeks, and the vote was con­
ducted in such a way tha t hun­
dreds of n ig h t s h ift  men, who are 
so lid ly  fo r  eight hours, were ex­
cluded from  voting. Out o f over 
3.000 votes cast, the vote revealed 
a, m a jo r ity  in  favo r of ten hours 
o f on ly 45. The add itiona l votes 
of the excluded workers (who 
faced layoffs) and ft fu l l  vote qf 
the sw ing s h ift  would lmve un­
doubtedly swung the vote .consid­
erably In favor of the e igh t hour 
day. I t  is s ign ifican t to note th a t 
the greatest pressure on the pa rt 
of the company resulted in  no 
more than a deadlock. A lthough 
very  few men were la id  o ff be­
fore the vote, in  the last few 
weeks three to four, hundred men 
have been la id  o ff due to tho in ­
troduction  of two ten hour sh ift3  
Instead of three e igh t hour 
shifts.

Accepting even th is  as progress, 
the company im m ed ia te ly  got 
tough in  negotiations. Absolute ly 
re fus ing lo g rant the un ion the 
continuation o f its  h ir in g  ha ll, 
it  barred the way fo r negotiations 
on any but the m in o r questions 
w ithou t. however. com m ittin g  
themselves to a single concession. 
W ith  A p r il 1st not fa r o ff, the 
company is s t i l l  s ta lling , w h ile  
con tinu ing  its  provocations. In  
* lie past weeks scores of men have 
been dismissed, in c lud in g  many 
union m ilita n ts . The atmosphere 
is one o f concealed te rro riza tio n  
of pro-union men. The tide  of 
union resentment is r is in g  h igh 
— union men are asking them ­
selves how th is  s itua tion  can be 
solved.

Throughout these past months 
the union lias watched t\ie  in f i l­
tra tio n  of new w orkers w ith  an 
uneasy eye. A great, deal of dls» 
mission occurred at local meet­
ings on ways and means of b ring ­
ing  the lessons o f un ion ism  to 
these new members. Because or 
inexperience on the pa rt of the 
leadership t il ls  im portan t task 
was not fu lfilled . The un ion Is­
sued no lite ra tu re  and did not 
ca rry  on a campaign of education 
on the basic un ion program . As 
a resu lt many inexperienced 
workers fe ll easy prey to slanders 
against the union.

HO W  TO C O U N TE R  T H E  
C O M P A N Y ’S O F F E N S IV E

B ut the greatest weakness of 
all which the un ion leadership 
has exh ib ited lias been its  fa ilu re  
to publicize the un ion ’s demands 
in  tho negotiations and to report 
openly and reg u la rly  on th e ir 
progress. The net resu lt is t i l *  
complete fa ilu re  to arm  the mem­
bership w ith  Issues on which un­
ion sentim ent can be bolstered in 
the yard, the real arena of battle. 
The success of the negotiations 
depends on the successful organ­
iza tion  of the figh t In the yard 
itse lf.

I t  is by no means too la te fo r 
th is  to bo achieved. The over­
w he lm ing pro fits  of Bethlehem 
Steel are on ly too w e ll known. 
The company’s crocodile tears 
shed over union unreasonableness 
can be blasted w ide open by pub­
lic  exposure of greedy pro fiteer­
ing. The union demands m ust be 
broadcast openly and m lllta n t ly .  
The m em bership m ust be m ob il­
ized fo r action. F o rty  thousand 
sh ipyard workers in the H arbor 
D is tr ic t are anx ious ly  aw a itin g  
the resu lt o f th is  struggle, know ­
in g  fu ll well th e ir  own in terests 
are at. stake. By a correct po licy  
and decisive action, Local 9 can 
m obilize the support o f every 
shipyard w o rke r in the H arbor 
area fo r a CIO v ic to ry .

CP Joins Government In Hiding 
Truth About The Browder Case
Wants Masses to Forget Who Railroaded 
Browder to Jail and Keeps Him There

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S 1N I

A National Free Browder Congress is being held in New 
York this week. It is expected that the Congress w ill be well 
attended, with representatives from many trade unions. Its pur- 

| pose is to dramatize the case of the secretary of the Communist 
Party, who has alreadv served a fu ll year of 3 four-year sen­
tence.

The issues in  the B row der case 
! are ve ry  sim ple. He was given 
| a severe sentence fo r  a t r i f l in g  
1 technical ir re g u la r ity  in a pass­

po rt case; everyone knows th a t 
the on ly reason he was ever 
b rough t to  cou rt on i t  a t a ll was 
because o f his p o litica l views 
T h is  is the reason w hy m any o r­
ganizations and people who have 
l i t t le  o r no sym pathy fo r  B ro w ­
der’s po litics  have denounced the 
prosecution and endorsed the de­
mand fo r  a pardon by Roosevelt.

the on ly  one w ith  the power to 
g ra n t it .

B u t w h ile  the issues are so 
j simple, they are not presented in  

th is  m anner by the o ffic ia l de­
fense movement, the C itizens’ 
Com m ittee to  Free E a r l B row der, 
con tro lled by the S ta lin is ts , which 
has conducted a defense cam paign 
unique in the h is to ry  o f the A m ­
erican labo r movement. F o r since 
H it le r ’s invasion o f the Soviet 
Union la s t sum m er, the defense 
eommitee has system atica lly  and 
de libe ra te ly  d is to rted  and sup­
pressed the t ru th  about the 
B row der case, m isrepresented the 
m otive fo r  the t r ia l and done 
eve ry th ing  in its  power to  con 
ceal the id e n tity  o f the forces 
which ins tiga ted  and carried 
th rough  the fram e-up.

C U R R E N T  C. P. V E R S IO N
The cu rre n t S ta lin is t Version 

o f the case is th a t B row der was 
im prisoned because, he was “ a 
consistent opponent o f fascism ”  
( “ The Case o f E a rl B row de r” , 
issued by the C itizens’ Com m it 
tee, M arch, 1942). To prove this, 
they quote a t leng th  fro m  many 
o f his a rtic les  and speeches ad­
vocating action aga inst German} 
and Japan and an alliance be­
tween the U n ited  States and the 
Soviet Union.

This is a ll cock-and-bull, in ­
tended to  cover up the true  facts 
and to make people fo rg e t the 
role o f the Com m unist P a rty  d u r­
ing the period o f the S ta lin -H it-  
le r Pact. B row der was no t con­
victed because he wanted to  f ig h t  
fascism, o r because he advocated 
support o f B r ita in  and France in 
the w ar, bu t because he and the 
S ta lin is t movement as a whole 
expressed opposition to the 
Roosevelt w a r p repa ra tion  pro 
gram .

D u rin g  the fo u r  years before 
the S ta lin -H it le r  Pact, the Com­
m un is t P a rty  ag ita ted  fo r  “ col 
lective secu rity ”  and a ho ly w a i 
fo r  democracy aga inst H it le r  
D u rin g  the period o f the Pact 
and d u rin g  the firs t stage of 
the second W o rld  W ar, they 
dropped th a t line, ceased a ll th e ir  
denunciations o f H itle r is m  and 
sha rp ly  a t t a c k e d  C hurch ill, 
Roosevelt and the “ democracies.”  
Anyone who goes back to  th e ir  
lite ra tu re  o f th a t period w il l  sec 
at a glance how false are the S ta­
lin is t storios o f today.

In  fac t, B row der h im se lf dis-

 ̂ cussed th is  very  question on the 
day on which he was sentenced. 
In  the courtroom  o n -J a n . 22, 
1940, ju s t before he was sentenc­
ed, he tr ie d  d u rin g  his sum m a­
tion  to ex ia in  to  the ju ry  w hy 
he was being fram ed up. A s ho 
said la te r, “ W hat was i t  th a t the 
judge wanted above a ll to  p re ­
vent me fro m  speaking about in  
th a t cou rt?  The one th in g  above 
a ll th a t was p roh ib ited  fro m  even 
being whispered there  was the 
m otive o f the prosecution.”

BR O W D ER ’S E X P L A N A T IO N
T h a t same n ig h t, a t a Lenin 

M em oria l M eeting o f the Com- 
! m un ist P a rty  in Madison Square 

Garden, he was f in a lly  able to 
! discuss the rea l m otive fo r  the 
1 t r ia l .  He said: “ We m ust w arn  

the people th a t th is  ve rd ic t o f th is  
case is on ly  one Incident In the 
drive  o f the A m erican ru lin g  class 
tow ard wair. . .The m otive  o f 
th is  prosecution lies in  the  gen­
era l cam paign o f our ru lin g  clast 
to prepare ou r coun try  fo r  
war. . .”

Th is was no t his personal view, 
i t  was the position o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  a t th a t tim e. The 
Madison Square Garden speed 
was issued in a pam phlet, “ E a rl 
B row der Takes I l is  Case to  the 
People,”  and d is tr ibu te d  by th< 
Defense Com m ittee fo r  C iv il 
R ights  fo r  Com m unists, predeces 
sor o f the present C itizens ’ Com­
m ittee. The Defense Com m ittee 
stated on the la s t page o f the 
pam phlet: “ I t  is the f i r s t  Step 
in the drive  o f W a ll S tree t and 
the Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n  to 
ou tlaw  the C om m unist P a rty  —  
the m ost determ ined f ig h te r  
against im p e ria lis t s laugh te r —  
and to p lunge the U n ited  States 
in to  w a r.”

Thus, by th e ir  own words o f 
two years ago, the cu rre n t S ta­
lin is t  version o f the B row der case 
is shown to be fa lse. The in te r 
esting  th in g  is no t o f course tha t 
they s p it in  the face o f w ha t 
they said yesterday —  they have 
done th is  too often fo r i t  to he 
news —  b u t th a t they have jo in ­
ed w ith  the prosecution in sup- 

1 pressing the tru th  about the rea­
son fo r  the tr ia l.

FDR OR T H E  “ A P P E A S E R S ” ?
The S ta lin is ts  are also try in g  

to  make people fo rg e t w h a t the} 
had to say about the responsi 
b i l i t y  o f the Roosevelt adm in is­
tra tio n  fo r  the prosecution; ac 
cord ing to th e ir  present s tory, 
i t  is the “ anneasers”  who wan? 
to  keep B row der in ja il.  “ Thr 
Cliveden Set is the on ly  group 
in the coun try  whose purposes 
are served by keeping B row der i 
ja i l ;  the appeasers and the 
friends  o f H it le r  fe a r h im  am 
move heaven and ea rth  to  p re ­
vent his libe ra tio n .”  ( “ The Case 
o f E a r l B row der.” )

A c tu a lly , o f course, i t  was

Roosevelt who had B row der pu ‘ 
in ja i l ,  and i t  is Roosevelt who 
keeps him  there. I t  is not neces­
sary fo r the “ appeasers" to move 
heaven and ea rth  —  Roosevelt 
doesn’t  show the s ligh te s t in c lin ­
ation to release Brow der.

W hy do the S ta lin is ts  lie  about 
th e ir  own case th is  w ay? B e­
cause they no longer c ritic ize  any 
o f Roosevelt’s policies, and they 
would f in d  i t  m ost em barrassing 
to  ad m it th a t the a d m in is tra lio r  
they support so wholehearted ly 
in its  “ w a r fo r  dem ocracy”  is an 
enemy o f c iv il liberties.

C. P. A N D  C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S
The S ta lin is t appeal to the pub- 

| lie fo r  support o f the  B row der 
| defense movement is on the basis 
j o f the need fo r  defending c iv il 
J libe rties . T h e ir appeal to  Roose­

v e lt is th a t B row der, free, would 
“ streng then the w a r e f fo r t , ”  th a t 
he would have som eth ing to add 
to the successful prosecution of 
the w ar.

I t  is easy to  understand w ha t 
they mean by both these appeals 
when you analyze th e ir  record on 
the m ost im p o rta n t c iv il liberties 
case in m any years. Las t sum ­
m er the governm ent indicted and 
b rough t to t r ia l  29 members of 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty ; the 
prosecution was denounced by 
m any o f the same organ izations 
w h ich have denounced the B ro w ­
der t r ia l .  B u t the S ta lin is ts , who 
plead fo r  c iv il libe rties  fo r  them ­
selves, refused to support the de­
fendants; th e ir  on ly  com pla in t 
was that, the governm ent had in ­
dicted the T ro tsky is ts  as re vo lu ­
tio n is ts  instead o f t r y in g  to 
fram e them up as “ N azi agents.”

Since Pearl H a rbo r they have 
attem pted to launch lynch cam ­
paigns against a ll th e ir  w o rk ing  
class opponents, denouncing as 
supporters o f H itle r is m  a ll those 
who oppose S ta lin ism  —  and who 
opposed H itle r is m  even d u rin g  
the period o f the S ta lin -H itle  
Pact. The ch ie f th in g  B row der 
w ill add to  the w a r e f fo r t  woulc' 
be to act as finger-man and lynch 
in c ite r aga inst w o rk in g  class m i­
lita n ts  in a ll k inds o f slanderous 
campaigns w h ich the government 
is no t a t th is  tim e prepared to 
undertake on its  own.

B u t the S ta lin is t  v io la tions  .o f 
the m ost e lem entary princ ip les in 
the defense o f c iv il libe rties  m ust 
no t b lind  the w orkers to  the ne­
cessity fo r  de fending these r ig h ts  
even fo r  those w ith  whom  they 
sha rp ly  disagree. Despite the re ­
actiona ry  ro le o f S ta lin ism , B ro w ­
der was convicted on ly  because o f 
his views and his prosecution 
was an a ttack  on c iv il libe rties  
I t  is the du ty  o f the w orkers  to 
c lea rly  recognize the rea l issues 
in th is  case and —  w ith o u t asso­
c ia tin g  themselves fo r  a m om ent 
w ith  the lies and confusion spread 
by the Communist P a rty  —  to de­
mand th a t B row der be freed.
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By A lb e r t P a rk e r

H o u s ing  Quest io n  In  W ash ington
W ashington is supposed to be the “ headquar­

te rs o f the democracies.”  I f  you w ant to know 
w hat they mean by democracy in W ashington, 
you ough t to read the judgm en t handed down 
by D is tr ic t  C ourt Justice McDonoghue ea rly  th is  
m onth.

I t  seems th a t a colored woman was liv in g  in  
a p a rt o f the c ity  where Negroes a rc  no t wanted. 
I t  also seems th a t they have some k ind o f law 
aga inst th is  in the na tion ’s cap ita l. The judge 
handed down a ru lin g  o rde ring  her to move in 
(10 days because she is a Negro. He also issued 
a perm anent in jun c tion  aga inst the owners o f 
the b u ild in g  in wh ich the woman lived to  p reven t 
them  fro m  se llin g  o r leasing the p ro pe rty  to 
Negroes in  the fu tu re .

In  W ashington, you see, they don’t  need a K u 
K lu x  K lan  to segregate the Negroes in housing 
—  the governm ent does i t  fo r  them !

IS’. J. C IO  Sets Up a C om m ittee
The New Jersey CIO took a ve ry  wise and 

im p o rta n t step la s t week when i t  established a 
special s tate com m ittee, made up o f Negro and 
w h ite  members, to investiga te  and take action 
on cases o f an ti-N e g ro  d isc rim in a tio n  in  New 
Jersey plants.

Such a com m ittee has the p o ss ib ility  o f doing 
much more to w ipe ou t in d u s tr ia l J im  Crow than 
m ost o ther o rgan iza tions set up fo r  the purpose 
in  the past. I t  has the prestige and a u th o rity  
o f the pow erfu l s tate CIO movement behind i t ;  
i t  has the confidence o f la rge  masses o f Negro 
w orkers in and out o f the CIO. who have seen 
the state leaders o f the CIO  speak ou t bo ld ly 
against J im  Crow on every possible occasion; it  
is in  a good position  to help to  educate w h ite  
ns w e ll as colored w orkers as to  the m enning o f 
J im  Crow ism  and to the need fo r  ra c ia l so lid ­
a r i ty  in the f ig h t  aga inst the em ployers’ o ffe n ­
sive.

F urthe rm ore , the com m ittee does n o t in tend to 
re s tr ic t its  ac tiv itie s  to  jo b  d isc rim in a tio n  o r 
the CIO members alone —  i t  in tends to take up 
o ther problems o f d isc rim in a tio n  and segregation 
as w e ll and to  cooperate w herever possible w ith  
A 'F L  unions and o ther organ izations th a t have 
s im ila r  objectives.

W orkers in  o ther pa rts  o f the coun try  w i l l  
watch the development o f th is  com m ittee w ith  
in te res t; i f  i t  acts m il ita n t ly  and involves the 
la nk -a nd -file  members o f the CIO  in its  w ork , 
s im ila r  com m ittees w il l  undoubtedly be set up 
elsewhere and i t  may prove to be the f irs t  step 
tow ard  the crea tion  o f a na tiona l o rg an iza tio r 
o f Negro trade-un ion is ts  f ig h t in g ”  J im  'C row  
which has been so long awaited and is so u rg e n t­
ly  needed.

T n o  W/ays o f  M ot S k in n in g  the Cat
The A m erican ru lin g  class seems to  have two 

w ays o f approaching the problem  o f the g row ing  
d issa tis fac tion  and anger o f the Negro people 
w ith  the w ay they are being trea ted today.

One w ay is th a t o f the reactionary  p o ll-ta x  
Congressmen who charge th a t the Negroes are 
sa tis fied  and happy, and there  w ou ldn ’t  be any 
problem  i f  people would ju s t stop bo the ring  
them. T h e ir a tt itu d e  is expressed by the speech 
made by R ankin o f M issouri in  the House o f 
Representatives on M arch 5:

“ Japanese f i f t h  colum nists have been s t ir r in g  
race troub le  in  th is  cou n try  fo r  a long tim e. . .

“ They are w o rk in g  th rough  such o rgan iza­
tions as th is  C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion and Associa­
tions fo r  the Advancem ent o f Colored People. 
In  m y opin ion, they are behind th is  drive  to t r y  
to  s t ir  up troub le  between the w h ites and the 
Negroes here in W ashington by t r y in g  to  fobce 
Negroes in to  hotels, res tau ran ts , p ic tu re  shows, 
and o the r pub lic  places.

“ They know th a t i f  they can s ta r t  race r io ts  
in  W ashington and th rou gh ou t the coun try , i t  
w i l l  aid them  in th e ir  ‘ne farious designs aga inst 
the people o f the U n ited  States. . .

“ I f  these a g ita to rs  w i l l  le t  the Negroes alone, 
we w i l l  have no troub le  w ith  them.

“ The w h ite  people p f the South who have a l­
ways been the Negroes’ best friends , and who 
know  the N egro problem , w i l l  have no troub le  
w ith  the colored race i f  these f i f t h  colum nists 
and the flanne l-m outhed a g ita to rs  th roughou t 
the coun try  w i l l  le t  them  alone.”

The o ther method is the one used by the “ lib ­
e ra ls” . Instead o f s h u ttin g  up the Negroes a t 
a tim e  they are bo ilin g  over w ith  resentm ent, 
the “ lib e ra ls ”  p re fe r to le t  the  N egro leaders 
shoot o f f  some steam. A n  example o f th is  is 
the ca llin g  o f a conference in  W ash ing ton on 
M arch 20 by A rch iba ld  M acLeish, d irec to r o f the 
O ffice o f Facts and F igures. The conference, to 
which representatives o f a ll the b ig  Negro news­
papers and organ izations have been inv ited , w i l l  
discuss the “ w a rtim e  problem s”  o f the Negro 
people, and develop an in fo rm a tio n  p rogram  in  
connection w ith  it .

W hen the conference is finished, M acLeish w il l  
probably h ire  a fe w  more Negroes to  w o rk  in 
h is  propaganda office. The “ in fo rm a tio n  p ro ­
g ra m ”  they w il l  develop w i l l  be used in  an e f­
f o r t  to  convince the ran k  and f i le  N egro people 
th a t eve ry th ing  is fin e  and dandy, th a t the y  are 
m ak ing  progress even i f  they can’t  see i t ,  th a t 
they would be even worse o f f  i f  H it le r  w ins the 
w ar, etc.

In  short, the d iffe rence  between these tw o  
methods is very  superfic ia l. The on ly  w ay to 
eradicate the resentm ent o f the N egro people is 
by w ip in g  ou t the d isc rim ina tion , segregation, 
in s u lt and b ru ta li ty  w h ich  create th a t w h o lly  
ju s tif ie d  resentm ent. B o th  the reactionaries and 
the “ lib e ra ls ”  are un ited in  opposing any steps 
th a t would accomplish tha t.

Econom ist A d v o c a te s  Junking O f  
British 'D em ocracy'  For D u ra tio n
Says the 'War for Democracy' Can Be Won 
Only If the Trade Unions Are Dissolved

By L A R IS S A  REED
'l'oo much democracy is responsible for 1 he British fa il­

ures in the present war, declares Sir W illiam Beveridge, former 
Minister of Munitions, in the London Times o f March 18. This 
well-known spokesman for the British plutocrats frankly admits 
that democracy is no longer possible in this epoch of capital­
ist crisis. He therefore proposes to scrap parliamentary gov­
ernm ent and to crush the trade 
unions. T ills  arch-reactionary 
confirm s w hat the T ro tsky is ts
have been saying fo r years: tha t 
the cap ita lis ts  can no longer a'.- 
ford the overhead expense of de­
m ocratic in s titu tio n s  and are 
u t i l iz in g  the w a r cris is  to t ry  to 
rob the workers of whatever gains 
they have achieved through dec­
ades of b itte r  struggle.

S ir Beveridge outlines his p ro­
gram fo r suppressing democracy 
and setting  up in  its  place a 
naked cap ita lis t d ic ta torsh ip . He 
said, according to the New York  
Times:  “ I t  was a m is fortune . . . 
when P rim e M in is te r C h u rch ill ac­
cepted leadership of the Conserv­
a tive  pa rty  . . . the 'm is fo rtune1 
could have been rodeomed i f  the 
Prim e M in is te r had resigned his 
office and the pa rty  leadership as 
well, and 'being in v ite d .’ formed 
a fresh governm ent tree o f a ll 
pa rty  tram m els.”  Obviously, the 
workers and farm ers are not the 
classes which S ir Beveridge ex­
pects to “ in v ite ”  C h u rch ill to 
head the proposed governm ent: 
Beveridge Is speaking fo r the 
class of monopoly cap ita lis ts, who 
are driven toward d ic ta to rsh ip  in 
th e ir  fina l e ffo rt to save th is  ou t­
lived system from  collapse. H is 
call fo r  a “ na tiona l”  government 
and H it le r ’s call fo r a "N a tiona l 
Socia list”  governm ent are in  es­
sence the same.
P U L L  PO W ER FOR BOSSES

S ir Beveridge blames the cris is  
of the B r it is h  em pire upon “ in ­
d iv idu a l cap ita lism  w ith  its  accom­
panying m ach inery of wage bar­
ga in ing .”  He wants to replace 
th is  w ith  a more ruth less type of 
cap ita lis t in s titu t io n : “ fo r the 
State to take d irec t respons ib ility  
fo r the contro l of v ita l industries 
and fo r the d is tr ib u tio n  of in ­
come.'' Thus, Beveridge proposes 
to invest the monopoly cap ita lis ts  
w ith  absolute state power, so tha t 
they may ̂ destroy “ wage barga in­
in g ”  between organized capita l 
and organized labor and in  its  
place “ d is tr ib u te ”  a dole to labor 
—  precisely on the Nazi pa tte rn.

T h is  fo rm er d irec to r of the Lon­
don School of Economics com­
p la ins: “ We have generally, a- 
gainst the advice of economists, 
treated our work people as i f  they 
were 'economic men.’ not amen­
able even in w ar to any stronger 
m otive than personal ga in .”  S ir 
Beveridge favors trea tin g  the 
workers as slaves and leav ing  the 
"m o tive  of ga in”  in  the hands of 
the w ar profiteers.
“ T H E  M A IN  E V IL ”

A lthough S ir Beveridge ap­
proves of the fact tha t “ the State 
has set out on the d irec t employ­
ment of a ll men.”  he Is opposed 
to g iv in g  labor any voice w ha t­
ever in the conduct, of the gov­
ernm ent. He declares: “ The m ain 
ev il of th is  economic po licy is 
not . . . t lie  bogey o f in fla tio n . 
nor  is i t  tha t a few people mail 
make large, profi ts  . . .  it  is in  the 
indefensib le and dangerous ine­
qua lities  that have resulted be­
tween c iv ilia n s  and members of 
the figh ting  forces.”  H is  solu­
tion  fo r  th is  inequa lity  is not 
to  raise so ld ie r’s pay to  the level 
of the trade-union wage workers, 
bu t to crush the trade un ions and 
force down the w orkers ’ standard 
o f liv in g  to coolie levels. More­
over, he hopes to d iv ide  workers 
from  soldiers, the bette r to sub­
juga te  both fo r  the benefit of the 
cap ita lis t ru le rs

A fte r th is  open attack upon the 
r ig h ts  o f the workers, how does 
S ir Beveridge expect to persuade 
them in to  be liev ing that, they are 
figh ting  fo r  “ democracy”  against, 
fascism? Here S ta lin ’s a lliance 
w ith  B r it is h  im peria lism  comes to 
his aid.

He declares: "T rade unions are 
an essential, element in  B r it is h  
democracy and lo r  peace I  at least 
w ant trade unions . . . ra the r 
a fte r the Russian model, associa­
tions organized from  above to 
serve the purposes of the State. 
B ut is i t  too much to suggest 
th a t in the w ar and fo r the war 
only, our trade unions should be­
come, a fte r the Russian model 
conscious agents of na tiona l po l­
icy?"

T h is  B r it is h  reactionary  is 
qu ite  w i ll in g  to use S ta lin ’s m eth­
ods of destroying trade un ion de­
mocracy. The S ta lin is ts , in  the 
name o f socialism , perverted 
trade-union ism  in to  a tool to 
serve th e ir  bureaucratic purposes. 
S ir  Beveridge proposes to  g ive 
the B r it is h  workers an equally 
em pty fo rm  of trade un ionism , in 
the name o f "dem ocracy”  —  and 
even th is, on ly in peare tim e!

S ir Beveridge is forced in to  a 
re luc tan t adm ission regard ing the 
class in s tin c t of the B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers. which is expressing its e lf in  
th e ir  eagerness to provide exten­
sive aid fo r  the defense of the 
firs t w orkers ’ state, no m atter

how degenerated It  has become 
under S ta lin is t ru le . He states: 
" I f  It is t in e  tha t the ou tput of 
our factories im proved suddenly 
when Russia came Into the war. 
th is  does not mean the workers 
are stupid, p re fe rr in g  Russia to 
th e ir  own cou n try ; i t  means that 
In w ar the most effective spur to 
heroic e ffo rts  is an idea, not hope 
of personal ga in ."

Thus S ir Beveridge confesses 
tha t the E ng lish masses are ap­
a thetic  about figh ting  a w ar in  
the interests! of a dw in d lin g  "de­
m ocracy" under the p a trio tic  slo­
gans of cap ita lis t profiteers, but 
adm its tha t they have been roused 
to action In th e ir  enthusiasm fo r 
the resistance of the Red A rm y.

The B r it is h  pretense th a t they 
are engaged in a war fo r "democ­
racy" against fascism has already 
exploded in  the 'eyes of' th e ir  co l­
on ia l slaves. Now the English 
workers w ill see th e ir  cap ita lis t 
ru le rs  demolish the th in  veneer 
of “ democracy”  at home.

In  th is  country, tha t a u th o rita ­
tive  organ of the Am erican capi­
ta lis ts, United States News high- 
l i g h t s  Beveridge's statement 
in its  M arch 27 issue and fra n k ly  
declares th a t th is  is “ the patte rn  
of a fascist state.’’ I t  bo ld ly  fore­
casts tha t Roosevelt may be ob­
liged to fo llow  the same course, 
inasmuch as th is  "seems to be 
the model fo r  waging w a r”  and 
“ there are men around h im  . . . 
who th in k  fasc is t fire  w i l l  have 
to he fought w ith  the same fire .”

These cyn ica l cap ita lis t ru lers 
and th e ir  spokesmen dare to p ro­
pose th a t the workers give up 
everyth ing, inc lud ing  th e ir  lives.

in a war against fascism —  fo r 
which th e ir  on ly reward w i l l  he 
d ic ta to rsh ip  and enslavement at 
home.

Natalia Trotsky's Views 
On Malamuth's Editing

In  his in troduc tion  to T ro t­
sky's b iography ol' S ta lin , Chas. 
M alam uth , designated as “ ed i­
to r ”  by H a rpe r and B rothers, 
publisher o f the book, thanks 
N a ta lia  Sedov T ro tsky  fo r  her 
co-operation. He thereby wants 
readers to in fe r  th a t the widow

o f T ro ts k y  has read his in te r ­
po la tions and found no reason 
to object.

The fo llo w in g  le tte r  gives the 
reader an accurate p ic tu re  o f 
w ha t N a ta lia  T ro ts k y  th in ks  o f 
Charles M alam uth and his “ e d it­
in g ” :

A LETTHR TO ALBER T GOLDMAN  
Dear Friend,

1 request you to assume complete authority in conducting 
the case relating to the publication o f Leon Trotsky's biography 
of Stalin : and 1 also ask you to assume the obligation to take the 
most energetic measures not to permit the printing of the notes 
and interpolations of the translator, Mr. Malamuth.

The prerogatives of the latter are in the nature of things 
limited to the task of translation, and nothing more. A trans­
lator has no right to include a single word of his own, not even 
an exclamation mark, without the author’s permission. lie  had 
not been authorized to do so either by L. D. Trotsky nor by 
myself. Not a single line o f Mr. Malamuth’s translation was 
allowed lo pass without a painstaking examination on the part 
of the author of the book.

The unheard-of violence committed by the translator on 
the author’s rights is equivalent to violence against his life. 
Mr. Malamuth must be brought into court. The position taken 
by you in this case as a cotliinker and defender of the inter­
ests of Leon Trotsky is wholly shared by me.

So far as the publishers are concerned you are the sole 
person competent to pass judgment on the character of the pub­
lication. You are duty bound to insist that everything written 
hv the pen of Mr. Malamuth must be expunged from the book.

Once again, I ask you, dear friend, to take all the neces­
sary steps and act as 1 have above indicated, unswervingly 
maintaining the position you have taken. Mr. Malamuth and 
the publishers must be brought to account for having exceeded 
their rights, for their gross violation of the rights of the de­
ceased author, and for their disloyal attempt to profit by his 
death.

W ith friendliest greetings,
September 23, 1941. N A T A L IA  SEDOV TROTSKY.

TASKS OF THE IND IA N  REVOLUTION

British Bayonets Uphold 
Rule Of Native Princes
The Brutal Exploitation of the Indian Peasants By the Native 
Princes and Landlords Is Maintained By British Imperialism

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
To insure th e ir  dom ination and exp lo ita tion  o f 

Ind ia , the E ng lish  have done eve ry th in g  in  then- 
power to preserve and re in fo rce  feuda lism  there. 
The A s ia tic  system  s t il l  flou rishes v ir tu a lly  in 
its  archaic fo rm s th roughou t the so-called na tive  
states whose num ber is va riou s ly  estim ated fro m  
(100 to 700. They range in  size fro m  domains as 
la rge in area as the state o f M innesota to trac ts  
o f a few  hundred acres.

These Rajahs, M ahara jahs and N izam s include 
in th e ir  ranks the w e a lth ies t men in  the  w orld . 
The N izam  o f Hyderabad, S ir  M ir  Osman A li 
Khan, is reported to  possess $150,000,000 in  je w ­
els and $250,000,000 in gold bars alone. He rules 
over 20,000,000 peasants (about equal to  the 
combined populations o f Texas and New Y o rk  
S ta te ). A n o th e r fab u lo us ly  r ich  prince is the 
N izam  o f M ysore w ho lo rds i t  over an area as 
la rge  as South Carolina , w ith  about fo u r  tim es 
the la tte r ’s popu lation. A  th ird  —  the M ahara­
ja h  o f G w a lio r has a dom ain a p p ro x im a tin g  in 
size th a t o f M ysore, bu t w ith  h a lf  the  la t te r ’s 
population.

B urdens O n the  Peasant
They constitu te  the sum m its o f an ou tlived  b a r­

barous s tructu re . In  add ition  to  these bloated 
parasites there  is a host o f lesser ones feeding 
upon the  liv in g  bodies o f m ore than 280,000,000 
peasants. These are the zam indari, o r  landlords, 
who num ber about one m illio n ; w ith  th e ir  fa m i­
lies, e igh t m illio n , i.e., n o t more than  2 per cent 
o f the popu lation. M ost o f them  live  in  the c i­
tie s ; m any did  no t in h e r it  bu t bought the old 
feuda l t it le s  to- the land, o r own m ortgages on it .

The zam indari re n t ou t the land to  tenants who 
in th e ir  tu rn  sublease to  others. Cases are no t 
uncommon where th is  subleasing reaches as h igh 
as tw e lve  (and even m o re !) stages before an 
Ind ian  peasant is f in a lly  allowed to  t i l l  the land 
fo r  a ll these cannibals.

In  order to perpetuate feudalism , the E ng lish  
app ly w h a t is knorwn as the Torrence System 
in th e ir  colonies, especially Ind ia . A ccord ing to 
th is  sytem, the old feuda l t it le s  rem a in  and are 
entered in to  a land re g is te r; b u t the r ig h t  is 
given to  purchase feudal t it le s  “ by v o lu n ta ry  
agreem ent.”  In  short, a feuda l lo rd  can sell h is 
r ig h t  to a cap ita lis t. In  th is  w ay, the  E ng lish  
have slipped underneath the ro tte n  ed ifice o f 
feuda lism  a m odernized founda tion  and a t the 
same tim e  tied the na tive  bourgeoisie to  the 
cha rio t o f the Rajahs, M ahara jahs and N izam s. 
A n y  b low  a t the princes s trikes  also a t the  pock­
ets o f the bourgeoisie. To re ta in  an im p o rta n t 
p a rt o f th e ir  cap ita l and th e ir  p ro fits , the Ind ian  
financiers m ust o f necessity do a ll they  can to 
re ta in  the princes fro m  whom  in  the la s t analysis 
a ll the la n d -title s  f lo w  —  or, ra th e r, to  re ta in  
the princes who m ust hang on to  the E ng lish  
w ith o u t whom th e ir  power is so much cha ff. And 
th is  is one o f the re fo rm s  Eng land has gracious­
ly  hestowed on In d ia !

There is s t i l l  another im p o rta n t measure ap­
plied by the E ng lish  to  ho ld up the feuda l system. 
Jaw ah arla l N ehru , the present leader o f the  In ­

dian bourgeoisie, has expla ined i t  in his own 
polished s ty le  in his au tob iog raphy:

N e h ru ’s D e s c rip tio n
“ M ost o f the Ind ian  states are w e ll known fo r  

th e ir  backwardness and th e ir  sem ifeudal condi 
tions. They are personal autocracies, devoid ever 
o f competence o r benevolence. . . And y e t th e ir 
ve ry  ine ffic iency lessens the evils in  some ways 
and ligh tens  the burden o f th e ir  unhappy peo­
ple. F o r th is  is re flected in  a weak executive, 
and i t  resu lts in m ak ing  even ty ra n n y  and in ­
jus tice  ine ffic ien t. T h a t does no t make ty ra n n y  
m ore bearable, hu t i t  does make i t  less fa r-re a ch ­
in g  and widespread. The assum ption o f d irec t 
B r it is h  con tro l over an Ind ian  sta te has a curious 
(s ic !)  l-csu lt in  chang ing th is  eq u ilib rium  ( ! ? ! ) .  
The sem ifeudal conditions are re ta ined, autocracy 
is kept, the old laws and procedure are s t i l l  sup­
posed to  fun c tion , a ll the res tr ic tio ns  on personal 
lib e r ty  and association and expression o f opinion 
(and they  are a ll-em brac ing) continue, b u t one 
change is made w hich a lte rs  the whole back­
ground. The executive becomes stronger, w h ile  
a measure o f e ffic iency is introduced, and th is  
leads to a t ig h te n in g -u p  o f a ll the feudal and 
au tocra tic  bonds. . . .”

“ To begin w ith ,”  continues N ehru , “ they, the 
B r it is h , take f u l l  advantage o i  the archaic cus­
toms and methods to  t ig h te n  th e ir  hold on the 
people, who have now to  p u t up no t on ly  w ith  
feuda lism  and autocracy, b u t w ith  an e ffic ien t 
enforcem ent o f them by a s trong  executive.”

So s trong  is th is  executive tha t, according to 
o ffic ia l figures, re n t and in te res t charges absorb 
fro m  70 to  80 per cent o f a peasant's harvest. 
A f te r  th a t he pays taxes. T h a t peasant is indeed 
a favored son o f fo rtun e  whose fam ilies  have not 
died fro m  hunger by the tim e  the zam indar 
( la nd lo rd ) and the to lu kd a r (ta x -g a th e re r) and 
the usurer —  a ll ab ly  assisted by m ost modern 
e ffic iency —  have g o t th rough  squeezing his 
shrive lled  carcass. In  1918 there were s ix  m illio n  
he red ita ry  debt-slaves in Ind ia . How  m any there 
are today nobody knows.

W h a t the  P rinces  Fear
The cu rta in  is beg inn ing to  rise  on the age­

long “ m yste ry  o f In d ia ” , revea ling : f ilth ,  squalor, 
degradation, b e s tia lity , every abom ination in  the 
d ic tio n a ry  o f E ng lish  colon ia l ru le . M eanw hile, in  
700,000 Ind ian  v illages the peasants are w e igh ­
in g  in th e ir  m inds a w ay ou t o f th e ir  centuries 
o f g r in d in g  poverty , th e ir  centuries o f liv in g  
death. Sm all wonder, th a t a d ispatch fro m  Bom ­
bay issues a la rm  s igna ls:

“ There are 600 Ind ian  Princes, ra n g in g  from  
the a ll-p o w e rfu l N izam  o f Hyderabad w ith  im ­
mense w ealth  and te r r ito ry  as la rge  as I ta ly ,  
to sm all landowners w ith  on ly  (s ic !)  a fe w  th o u ­
sand subjects. The Princes fe a r th a t i f  the B r it -  
ish -Ind ian  lin k  is broken, they w i l l  u ltim a te ly  
be swept aw ay.”  (N ew  Y o rk  T im es, M ar. 22, 
1942.)

E ve ry  Ind ian w o rke r and peasant w i l l  agree 
th a t no th in g  could serve th e ir  coun try  be tte r than 
to  be r id  o f both the a ll-p o w e rfu l princes and 
th e ir  contem ptib le  “ lin k .”  The sooner, the bette r.

Technocracy Evolves 
Openly Toward Fascism

New Agitation Timed to Take Advantage of Growing 
Discontent With Failures of Capitalist Production

By A . R O LA N D
Technocracy has emerged fro m  its  

seeming tw il ig h t  and taken on a new 
lease on life . The en tire  press has taken 
note o f th is  resu rrection . I t  is taken fo r  
g ranted —  quite co rre c tly  —  th a t the 
new, s tream lined movem ent has secur­
ed the financia l hacking o f some big  
business in terests. W hy do they fee l the 
need fo r  th is  movem ent? W hat is its  
s ign ificance ?

Technocracy takes pains to  d iffe re n ­
tia te  its e lf  fro m  fascism , ju s t as i t  does 
fro m  com m unism  and fro m  democracy. 
Fascism  is no t much favored in  v iew  o f 
its  h is to ry  and the w a r a lignm en t. Scott, 
leader o f the technocrats, denounces I ta l­
ian fascism  as “ the consolida tion o f a ll 
the m ino r rackets in to  one m a jo r mono­
po ly.”  Nevertheless, the new movem ent 
emerges w ith  a l l the ou tw ard  symbols 
and trapp in gs  o f a fasc is t group ing .

M ore im p o rta n t is the t im in g  and the 
k ind  o f appeal th a t technocracy makes 
to an Am erica  a t w ar. The w a r demands 
the m ost sweeping concentra tion o f 
power in the hands o f the governm ent. 
There is the grea test u rgency to  speed 
up w a r production  and to  u t iliz e  every 
elem ent th a t enters in to 'th e  productive 
process a t its  g reatest effic iency. E very  
day there is new p ro o f o f the in a b ility  
o f cap ita lism  to re a lly  p lan production, 
even fo r  its  own w ar. The p ro fit  sys­
tem  w orks aga inst the m ost e ffec tive  
c a rry in g  on o f the w a r. The res igna tion  
o f G uthrie  th row s th is  fa c t  in to  re lie f 
once again.

P E R F E C T  T IM IN G
B u t here is precise ly the fie ld  in  w h ich 

How ard Scott and his technocrats c la im  
to be r ig h t  in  th e ir  element. They o ffe r  
w h a t seems a bold program , and one 
th a t appeals to the masses in  m any 
ways. The masses are being conscripted 
to f ig h t  in the w a r. T h e ir lives are a t 
stake. Y e t they see business carried  on 
p re tty  much as usual. Scott demands 
the conscrip tion, the to ta l conscrip tion, 
o f a ll men and women, o f a ll machines, 
m a te ria l and money. He demands n a tio n ­
al service fro m  a ll and p ro fits  to none. 
There could no t have been a more pe r­
fe c t t im in g  fo r  such a m ovem ent!

T h a t is w hy  th is  movem ent m ust be 
watched and countered in  every way. 
I t  has ju s t  th a t demagogic appeal to 
the m iddle class and to  m any elements 
among masses th a t is requ ired to bu ild  
up a mass basis fo r  Am erican fascism . 
A l l  the o ther a ttem pts  have been f a i l ­
ures and have been discred ited fo r  the 
m ost p a rt. The same b ig  in te rests tha t 
hacked Coughlin ism , the S ilve r S h irts , 
the K u  K lu x  K lan , the C h ris tian  M ob il- 
izers, etc., find  i t  necessary to  p u t fo r ­
w ard  How ard Scott now. The w a r re ­
veals and a t the same tim e  extends and 
deepens the in s ta b ility  o f the present so­
c ia l system. F inance cap ita l looks w ith  
m isg iv in g  to  the fu tu re , to  the  post-w ar 
period. I t  w i l l  do eve ry th in g  th a t i 
feels is necessary to  assure its  dom ina­
tion . The tw o -p a rty  system th a t s u f­
ficed cap ita lism  up to  now, has a h ig h ­
ly  uncerta in  fu tu re . The organ iza tion  o f 
the labo r m ovem ent has taken on cha l­
leng ing  propo rtions. The state has been 
forced to g ive lega l recogn ition  to  la bo r’s 
r ig h ts  in m any fie lds . Should i t  become 
necessary fo r  the b ig  financiers to  crush 
the labor movement, i t  w i l l  be necessary 
fo r  them  now to  reso rt to ex tra -lega l 
means, to fascism .

SCOTT’S DE M A G O G Y
B u t a fasc is t movem ent does no t come 

in to  existence ove rn igh t, by  mere com ­
mand on the p a r t o f those who so much 
desire it .  H it le r  took ten years to  
create his m ovem ent and then to  take 
power. H is  appeal was to  the despair 
ing, im poverished m iddle class. H is  p ro ­
gram  seemed to be directed aga inst both 
the w orkers and the b ig  cap ita lis ts  
Scott is beg inn ing to  m od ify  his p ropa ­
ganda along these same lines. H is  move 
m ent also cla im s to  be aga inst the 
w o rk in g  class and aga inst the ow nin ; 
class in  the “ P rice System .”
In  the ea rly  period o f the evo lu tion o f 
technocracy, Scott said he saw the rise 
o f a new class, the class o f technicians 
The p ro le ta r ia t was d isappearing w i t !  
the g ro w th  o f technology and w ith  the 
com ing in to  being o f au tom atic  fa c to ry  
production. The ow n ing  class stood i 
the w ay o f the fu tu re  development. I ts  
whole m oney and price system  was i 
dead w e igh t keeping back the rise  o f 
the new society. B u t once they o rg an ­
ized, the technicians w ould rea lize th e ii 
na ture  as a new social class and would 
one fine day take over production  and 
run  i t  sc ien tifica lly , —  fo r  the benefi< 
o f a ll, o f course.

T E C H N O C R A C Y  A N D  P O LIT IC S
A n y  group th a t seeks to  take over 

s ta te  power, th a t seeks to  ga in  con tro l 
o f the governm ent to achieve its  aims, 
is obviously a p o lit ic a l movement. B u t 
Scott, lik e  H itle r ,  fo r  the longest tim e 
tr ie d  to  m ake use o f the  contem pt and 
ha tred o f the masses directed against 
co rru p t c a p ita lis t po litics  and p o lit i­

cians. S cott denounced a ll po litics  and 
said th a t “ technology is the nemesis o f 
p o lit ic a l governm ent and the precursor 
o f technolog ical social con tro l.”  G overn­
m ent to  Scott was no th in g  bu t a fo rm  
o f exp lo ita tion  o f th e ir  own people by 
a group o f se lf-seeking ind iv idua ls  whose 
in te res t lay, as a resu lt, in  m a in ta in in g  
e x is ting  society ju s t as i t  was.

This “ rad ica l”  doctrine  was em pty  o f 
a ll rea l analysis and verged on anarch­
ism. Scott never made clear ju s t  how 
he proposed to  ge t r id  o f the present 
fo rm  o f sta te . A t  m ost he visualized 
the ta k in g  o f power by an organized 
m in o r ity  w h ich  would execute a sudden 
seizure o f in d u s try  and o f the state ap­
paratus.

Technocracy has now taken a le a f out 
o f the B urnham  notebook. I t  proposes 
to use an ideology w h ich w i l l  m obilize 
the masses behind the clever engineers 
and technicians who w i l l  re a lly  ge t the 
power, though w ith  the help o f others.

Technocracy sees the ru le  over society 
by a m in o rity , the technicians. N a tu r ­
a lly , the technocrats cannot the re fo re  
believe in  democracy. Scott has con­
t in u a lly  classed democracy w ith  com m u­
nism  and fascism  as useless and ou t­
worn.

W h a t d is tingu ishes the technocrats 
fro m  o the r fo lk  ? How come th a t they 
fo rm  a class a p a rt and are destined to  
become the ru l in g  d irec to ra te?  Scott’ 
docs not p o in t m ere ly  to  social fun c tion  
as the answer, bu t to —  he red ity ! A f te r  
a ll there are those born w ith  superio r 
bra ins. I t  is no t s u rp ris in g  th a t th is  
view  becomes qu ick ly  coupled w ith  na­
tiona lism . S cott sees the U n ited  States 
as the dom inant w o rld  power. He is an 
o u tr ig h t im p e ria lis t. H e derides Roose­
v e lt ’s nam by-pam by “ Good N e igh bo r”  
policies. L e t us take a ll o f C entra l and 
South A m erica  by  fo rce ! S cott is  in ­
terested in  ap p ly in g  technocracy on ly  to  
A m erica, bu t to an extended A m erica. 
Hence his ta lk  in  te rm s o f the con tin ­
ent. H is  is an A m erican scheme. A l l  
o ther races and lands be damned! The 
e a rlie r w r it in g s  o f the C h ie f Techno­
c ra t in fa c t speak in the fa m il ia r  term s 
o f au ta rchy, o f a se lf-contained U n ited  
States.

TE C H N O C R A C Y  A N D  W A R
Up to  the ou tbreak o f the w a r, Scott 

was in the camp o f the “ iso la tion is ts .”  
He said: “ A m erica  has no w a r o f f  th is  
con tinent. A m erica ’s w a r is here and 
now in  th is  cou n try  and on th is  co n tin ­
ent —  a p a tr io t ic  w a r aga inst the peace 
o f th is  P rice System .”  A  sc ientific  veneer 
was added also in  the s ta tem ent: “ Tech­
nocracy is no t in  fa v o r o f k il l in g  o f f  
ou r c it iz e n ry  in  e ith e r peace o r w a r. 
Technology objects to  m il i ta ry  w a rfa re  
no t m ere ly  because death is involved —  
death is involved in  a l l l i fe  —  b u t be­
cause m il i ta ry  w a rfa re  k il ls  o f f  the 
phys ica lly  f i t  and pe rm its  the u n f it  to 
live  and propagate .”

B u t the w a r came and w ith  i t  a v is ion  
o f op p o rtu n ity . Technocracy o ffe rs  its  
best services to the  governm ent to w in  
the w ar. I t  sends in  ideas on super- 
tunks and super-a irp lanes. I t  urgeK the 
com ple te ly to ta lita r ia n  state now, at. 
once.

Technocracy has a fundam enta l con­
te m p t fo r  the lo w ly  masses. B u t i t  has 
stepped beyond the ch a rt and b lu e p rin t 
stage in its  evo lu tion . I t  now emerges 
as the Am erican brand o f N a tion a l So­
c ia lism  w ith  m ore and more o f its  e f fo r t  
d irected a t e n lis tin g  in  its  ranks th< 
m iddle class. I t  w i l l  reso rt m ore and 
more to  dem agogy to  achieve th is  aim . 
Its  p rogram  w i l l  veer w ith  every c u r ­
re n t to  make use o f every o p p o rtu n ity  
to  w in  over one o r another group th a t 
feels the  heel o f c a p ita lis t ru le  g r in d ­
in g  i t  in to  the dust. No longer w i l l  i t  ap­
peal on ly  to  the technicians “ as a class.”  
I ts  behind-the-scene m asters have o ther 
plans fo r  it.

The w o rk in g  class m us t be w a ry  o f 
th is  movement. W e know  w e ll th a t every 
movement w h ich pretends to  serve the 
in te rests o f n e ithe r the c a p ita lis t class 
no r the w o rk in g  class, w inds up as the  
henchman o f the b ig  bankers and cap­
ita lis ts . W hen such movements emerge, 
they are n o t accidental. They are sym p­
tom s o f moods and curren ts  e x is tin g  in 
d iffe re n t grohps and classes o f society 
which seek organized expression. The 
g ro w th  o f such movements would mean 
a th re a t to  the existence o f organized 
labor. T h a t is  w hy  w orkers  m ust con­
sciously w a tch such movements, in te r ­
p re t them  p rope rly , and take the appro­
p ria te  measures to  counter th e ir  th rea t. 
Technocracy stands revealed today as a 
fo rm  o f A m erican fascism  in  the po­
s itio n  o f be ing groomed by b ig  business 
to act in its  beha lf when the necessity 
arises. The ve ry  crea tion  o f such n 
movem ent tends to  separate society in to  
tw o  camps, the camp o f the bourgeoisie 
and the camp o f the  w o rk in g  class. The 
w orkers  m ust be equa lly  aware w ith  the 
cap ita lis ts  th a t th is  tendency exists. 
They m ust lea rn  in  tim e  to defend then- 
in te rests aga ins t c a p ita lis t reaction .
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  g ove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  un ion s . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed  b y  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
un ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t attacks.

7 . A n  In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m ent.

On Guard Against 
GPU Lynch Campaign

The GPU and Communist Party of Mexico en­
countered an unexpected obstacle to their lynch 
campaign against the anti-fascist ref ugees who 
oppose Stalinism. A strong statement was sent 
to the Mexican government by 225 leading Ameri­
can labor leaders, liberals, educators, writers and 
government officials, who denounced the attempts 
of tire Stalinists to frame up well-known anti­
fascists as, "agents of l l i t le r "  and to secure their 
deportation to certain death at the hands of 
Franco, Petain and Hitler.

This action, coupled with exposures of the Stal­
inist campaign in such publications as the liberal 
Nation and the Social-Democratic New Leader, 
undoubtedly Ims had an effect on the Mexican 
government and has helped to put labor and pro­
gressive circles in this country and Mexico on 
guard against the criminal attempts of the GPU.

In an effort to silence those who have dared 
to speak out against their murderous designs, the 
Stalinists now are trying to intimidate and black­
mail the individuals, groups and publications who 
have protested their lynch drive.

The D aily Worker, March 20, in an editorial 
attack against the New Leader voices the threat 
that those who oppose the Stalinist lynch campaign 
w ill also be smeared with the "pro-H itle r’' brush 
for aiding " f ifth  columnists”  and "lending their 
names to defeatist propaganda and anti-American 
propaganda.”

A letter signed by a group of individuals well 
known for their Stalinist connections and sym­
pathies was sent to The Nation, several weeks ago. 
This letter attempted to pressure The Notion into 
silence, repealing the typical 'slanders against the 
refugees, slating that an article in The Nation 
used "terms which do not d iffer from those em­
ployed by Nazi official agents,”  and generally im ­
plying that if  The Nation didn’t shut up, it too 
would he cast by the Stalinists into the camp of 
“ H iller agents.”

The Stalinist weekly New Masses, March 24 
issue, follows this up with a further statement on 
the altitude of The Nation, declaring that it  had 
“ retreated considerably” as a result of the Stalin­
ist letter sent to it, and p'ressing it to retreat com­
pletely. It ends up with the ominous note: “ We 
th ink it is time not only to recognize H itle r’s 
agents in Mexico. . .we think it is also time. . . 
that the American wing of the Trotskyists and the 
left Clivedenecrs of the Norman Thomas stripe- 
he recognized for what they are.”

It is clear that the GPU is preparing to extend 
its lynch drive into the United States, and that its 
blackmail attempts to impose a gag on The Na­
tion, New Leader and signers of the statement to 
the Mexican government, are in the nature of 
an advance “ preventive”  to any opposition.

N a tu ra lly ,, the Stalinists are conducting their 
campaign in the name of patriotism. Their real 
purpose, however, as anyone who knows the meth­
ods of Stalinism is aware, is to wipe out every­

one — regardless of his position on the war ques­
tion — who is actively opposed to Stalinist poli­
cies.

It would be fo lly  for The Nation and New 
Leader to yield to the Stalinist threats under the 
impression that the Stalinists are after only the 
“ Trotskyists” . Should the GPU have any success 
with its lynch drive against the "Trotskyists”  — 
both the genuine article and the numerous non- 
Trotskyists whom the Stalinists include under this 
name — it w ill turn its attentions to all the other 
liberal and labor opponents of Stalinism, among 
whom are counted The Nation and New Leader 
and the tendencies they represent.

O n Sales Taxes
Unofficial press polls of the House Ways and 

Means and Senate Finance Committees indicate a 
powerful sentiment in Congress for enactment of 
a general sales tax to obtain the bulk of the pro­
posed $7,600,000,000 in new federal war taxes.

How would such a general sales tax affect the 
workers as compared with the bosses?

At the request of the House committee, the 
Treasury Department last week submitted an 
estimate o f the potential yield of a 10 percent 
retail sales tax, including a report on how the 
tax would affect persons of various income strata.

These figures show that a person in the $500 
a year class would pay out four times as much 
of his income in sales taxes as an individual in 
the $10,000 bracket “ because persons with small 
incomes spend a larger .proportion of their in­
comes than do persons with large incomes.”  The 
report did not show what percentage of a m illion­
aire’s income would go for sales taxes, since this 
would have required considerable calculation in 
fractions.

Congressional pretext for supporting this plan 
to make the low-income earners bear the over­
whelming burden o f the war costs is that this 
is the “ easiest”  and "fastest”  way to raise war 
funds.

Apparently, none of the sales-tax Congressmen 
have heard of an even “ easier”  and “ faster” way. 
That way is suggested by the recent report of .the 
Federal Reserve Board, shouting that just 629 
large industrial corporations made $2,181,000,000 
in 1941 net profits —  after all taxes — as com­
pared to $1,818,000,000 in 1940 and $1,465,000,000 
in 1939, or an average profits increase since the 
start of the war of 50 per cent.

I lore is where the workers should demand that 
Congress secure the war taxes. Here is why the 
workers should demand: "Let the rich who profit 
from the war pay for the war.”

Stalinists Innovations
Modern times require modern methods. Not 

content with the well-known techniques of betray­
ing the workers used bv the ordinary labor Inkers, 
the Stalinist union leaders arc introducing-up-to- 
date. streamlined methods.

l ake for instance the issue of time-and-a-half 
and double-time pay for (xeek-ends and holidays.

Like the other labor leaders, the Stalinists at first 
opposed eliminating the established pay rates for 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. They argued 
that retention of these pay rates was no obstacle 
to production.

Then, again like the other labor leaders, when 
the administration put the prods to them a little, 
the Stalinists bent the well-oiled knee and agreed 
to give away another traditional standard of the 
workers.

But here is where the Stalinists offered a new 
twist, an innovation that the less "radical” labor 
skates — conservative, hide-bound! —  never 
thought of.

The Stalinist-controlled leadership of the Uni­
ted Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers pf 
America, in an advertisement in the New York 
Times, March 25, came out for straight time pay 
for Saturdays, .Sundays and holidays. But, al­
though the Stalinists don’t mind giving away a 
portion of the workers' pay, they still don’t want 
the savings to be used just "as a means of swell­
ing the already large profits” of the bosses. They 
propose that the over-time savings be given to 
the government to help pay for the war.

Of course, the bosses haven’t been pressing for 
elimination of over-time pay just to see this sav­
ings go to the government — even if  it w ill come, 
back to them eventually in profits on war orders. 
They want their profits right away.

But the Stalinists have anticipated this a tti­
tude on the part of the employers — naturally — 
and arc prepared to treat with it sympathetically. 
In the same advertisement mentioned above, the}' 
have a further proposal to compensate the bosses 
for their “ sacrifice” .

They propose “ a Union Campaign to increase 
production by 15 percent — and this increase 
shall be by the direct additional expenditure ot 
energy and effort, over and above such increases 
as w ill be effected through improved methods or 
techniques instituted by our war production coun­
cils.”

That is, the Stalinists want to speedup the work­
ers to a degree known only in the old days of the 
open shop in the industry. But w ill the profits 
from the 15 per cent more production ground out 
of the workers go to the workers —  or, perhaps, 
the government? No. That’s where the streamlin­
ing comes in. These profits w ill go to the bosses. 
You don’t like that? W hat’s the matter — are 
you against “ national un ity” ?

Toledano Explains What 
'National Unit' Means

* > -

In Speech to CTM He Advocates Unity of 
The Revolutionaries and Reactionaries

By JO H N  C O RBETT
The fu ll meaning of the Stalinist cry for “ national un ity”  

was indicated in a recent speech of Lombardo Toledano, o ffi­
cial figurehead of the Stalinist machine which dominates the 
CTM (Confederation of Mexican Workers), who is now in the 
United States.

Toledano has long functioned as an indicator of Stalinist 
po licy in the W estern H em i­
sphere; his p a rt in  the GPU p lo t 
to m urder T ro ts k y  on M ay 24,
1941, has been fu l ly  exposed; lr s  
M exican Labor School news bu l­
le tin  plays a lead ing p a r t in  the 
lynch cam paign being conducted 
by the S ta lin is ts  in  M exico 
against f ive  an ti-fa sc is t refugees.

M exico has long been the un­
happy tes tin g  ground fo r  tne t r ia l  
runs c.-f S ta lin ’s la test m achina­
tions in  th is ,p a rt,  o f the. w orld . 
F ro m  the m outh o f such a sec­
ond-line bu t w e ll-o iled  puppet as 

i Toledano o ften  comes the la test 
. line  w ith  less d is to rtio n  and at 

an e a rlie r date than is possible 
in  the U n ited  States.

O PEN A D M IS S IO N
S ho rtly  before he le f t  fo r  th is  

coun try , Toledano addressed the 
eighteenth congress o f the CTM  
and la id  down the S ta lin is t line  
fo r  the w ar. H is  newspaper, E l 
Popular, headlined Toledano’s 
speech as fo llow s in  its  M arch 1 
e d it io n :

“ M exico faces the m ost grave 
economic C ris is  since the  French 
in te rven tion  —  na tiona l u n ity  
sc ie n tific  fo rm u la  fo r  deferfding 
the economic and p o lit ic a l in te g ­
r i t y  o f the coun try  —  na tiona l 
un ity , in  th is  hour, is  the  union 
between the revo lu tionaries and 
the reactionaries and a ll the M ex­
ican enemies o f the N azi-Fascist 
A x is  powers.”

These headlines, i t  is clear, in ­
dicate som eth ing new in  the ap­
p lica tion  o f S ta lin ’s po licy in 
N o rth  and Sm ith A m erica . W ha t 
is new, is the open admission on 
the p a rt o f the S ta lin is ts  th a t 
under the  slogan o f “ na tiona l 
u n ity ”  they have hum bly bent th i 
knee and reached u n ity  w ith  the 
reactionaries. U nder the  slogan 
o f the “ People’s F ro n t,”  i t  w il l 
be recalled, they s t i l l  pretended 
to  ca ll fo r  u n ity  w ith  on ly  the 
“ progressives”  as opposed to the 
reactionaries.

Toledano begins by exp la in ing  
th a t as head o f the Committee 
o f Economic Defense fo r  the 
CTM  lie has draw n up w ith  the 
aid o f ce rta in  “ experts”  an eco­
nomic "s tu d y ”  to be adopted by 
the CTM  and sent to  President

Camacho as a general plan foi 
govern ing  a ll o f Mexico du rin g  
w a r tim e. T h is  plan pretends t< 
provide a so lu tion fo r  the crisis 
fac ing  a ll o f the classes o r sec 
tions o f classes in Mexico. A c­
tu a lly  the p lan has a d iffe re n  
purpose. As Toledano expla ins it ,  
th is  present cris is  a lthough the 
“ w o rs t cris is  in the h is to ry  o f 
M exico”  is d iffe re n t fro m  a ll past 
crises in  th a t i t  is “ an a r t if ic ia l 
cris is  provoked by the enemies o f 
M exico.”  I t  is n o t th is  cris is  th a t 
re a lly  concerns Toledano but 
som eth ing else:

“ W ha t are these studies? W hat 
are they a t bottom  ? A re n ’t  they 
the sc ie n tific  ju s tific a tio n  fo r  na­
tiona l u n ity ?  They are. These 
analyses o f the na tiona l and in ­
te rna tiona l economic s itua tion  o f 
Mexico are the  theo re tic  ju s t i f i­
cation o f the necessity fo r  the 
po litica l tac tic  o f na tiona l u n ity  
a t th is  tim e .”

A N  E X A M P L E
To take b u t one example, th is  

“ sc ien tific  ju s t if ic a t io n ”  consists 
o f b lam ing  the h igh cost o f l i v ­
ing, which is  a b u rn in g  problem  
in M exico today, on the “ m idd le­
men.”  In  the f in a l analysis, 
cla im s Toledano, i t  Is the "p ro ­
ducers.”  i.e.. the “ in du s tria lis ts  
and fa rm e rs ”  who are in ju re d  by 
high prices since the “ im proper 
and im m ora l action o f the m id 
dlemen”  cuts down the buying 
power o f the masses. Toledano’s 
solution to the h igh  cost o f l iv ­
ing in  Mexico is to  increase the 
“ in te rve n tio n ”  o f the State in  the 
m arke t th rough  contro l o f prices 
and th rou gh  actua l p a rtic ip a tio i 
as a buyer and seller In the m ar­
ket. T h is  “ s c ie n tific ”  so lu tion  is 
on a pa r w ith  a ll the others.

_ Toledano declares th a t h is con­
cern a t the present tim e is not 
p r im a r ily  fo r  the w o rk in g  class; 
ra th e r th a t “ na tiona l u n ity ”  
means becoming concerned over 
the problem s o f the p riv ileged  
and e x p lo it in g  classes:

“ These studies are no t on ly  in ­
vestigations, b u t slogans, routes, 
ways out, solutions fo r  the pro- 
le ta rin t, fo r  the peasants, fo r  the 
middle class, fo r  the in d u s tr ia l 
ists, fo r  the landowners, fo r  the 
bankers, fo r  the m erchants, fo r

a ll Mexicans. . .”
Am ong these w ays out, T o le­

dano is ca re fu l to  include, is the 
assurance th a t “ no fac to ry  stops.”  
T h a t is, the w orkers  sha ll g ive 
tip a ll pretense to  an independent 
policy and knuckle under to  the 
bosses whose ch ie f concern is 
w rin g in g  the m axim um  p ro fits  
from  the w ar.

“ A l l  the proposed solu tions are 
solutions tend ing to  associate i r  
one p la tfo rm  o f na tiona l u n ity  
the in te rests o f the explo ited 
class w ith  the in te rests o f the 
exp lo itin g  class. . .”  he continues

T H IS  IS  N O T  T H E  T IM E
B u t the  association o f the in ­

terests o f t lie  exp lo ited and the 
e xp lo itin g  classes in “ one p la t­
fo rm ”  means precise ly th e ir  as­
sociation on the p la tfo rm  o f the 
e xp lo itin g  class. F a r fro m  a t ­
tem pting  to  deny th is , Toledanc 
conies s t i l l  more brazen ly in te 
the open w ith  the S ta lin is t theo­
ry  o f “ na tiona l u n ity ! ”

“ N a tion a l u n ity  is no t the u n i­
ty  o f the revo lu tiona ries  w ith  the 
exclusion o f the reactionaries. 
Here we speak of the necessity 
o f de fending the economic in te r 
ests o f the M exican nation , no! 
o f the revo lu tiona ries  in an ex­
clusive fo rm . . . N a tion a l un it,' 
s ign ifie s  the  association o f op­
posites. I t  is the u n ity  o f th  
revo lu tionaries w ith  those who 
are no t revo lu tiona ries . I t  is ne­
cessary to  understand th is . . .We 
do not a tta ck  the bosses because 
they happen to  be bosses; we are 
ca llin g  them  to  u n ity . W e do not 
a ttack the landowners, no. Yes, 
we are say ing  th a t th is  is no t 
the tim e  to  sharpen the class 
s trugg le , th a t i t  is  the tim e  to 
g ive in, to  a w a it another oppor­
tu n ity , to  make sacrifices. . .”

R ig h t here is expressed the 
very essence o f w h a t the im pe­
r ia lis ts  and th e ir  agents such a: 
the S ta lin is ts  mean by “ national 
u n ity .”  They mean th a t the ex­
p lo ite rs sha ll continue to  exp lo it 
as before, sha ll continue to  w rin g  
enormous p ro fits  and increase 
them m onstrously d u rin g  the 
war, sha ll even u tiliz e  the w a r 
to g rin d  down the w o rkers  and 
poor people under s t i l l  worse op 
pression, sha ll shed the blood o f 
m illions , devastate the ea rth  and 
r is k  destroy ing  c iv iliz a tio n  tc 
safeguard and extend th e ir  m ar 
kets, colonies, ho ld ings o f n a tion ­
al resources. They mean by “ na­
tiona l u n ity ”  th a t the poverty- 
s tricken  masses to  whom w a r is 
the w o rs t o f calam ities sha ll ac­
quiesce m eekly and humbly,* 
s ta rv in g , sweating, la y in g  down 

! th e ir  lives so th a t the r ich  may 
I become richer.

U nion  Leaders Y ie ld  T o  
A d m in is tra tio n  T h rea t

(Continued from  page 1)
rates fo r  Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays as such, on the pre­
tex t th a t such overtim e "has in 
many instances slowed up w ar 
production.”  A c tu a lly  i t  is  the 
bosses who have “ slowed up war 
p roduction”  by th e ir  refusal to 
g ra n t double tim e  fo r  Sundays 
and ho lidays, ju s t  as m any o f 
them  are re fu s in g  to  p a y 1 any 
overtim e.

E x tra  pay fo r Sundays and h o li­
days is not s im p ly  a m a tte r of 
compensation fo r w o rk  beyond 
the regu lar w orn week. By w o rk ­
ing  th e ir  p lan ts on Sundays and 
holidays, the bosses are m aklug 
more than th e ir  “ no rm a l”  rate of 
p ro fit, because of the increased 
production in  re la tion  to  th e ir  
fixed costs. I f  the bosses are per­
m itted to make extra  p ro fit by 
opera ting on Sundays and h o li­
days, the workers are en titled  to 
extra  pay.

Furtherm ore, when a w orker 
sacrifices h is ho lidays fo r the 
sake o f the boss, he is g iv ing  up 
h is  lim ite d  opportun ities to get 
together w ith  h is fa m ily  and 
friends, to enjoy a social life  on 
the. days generally set aside fo r 
th a t purpose.

S ign ifican tly , Nelson avoided 
m ention ing double-tim e pay fo r 
the seventh consecutive day of 
w o rk  when he spoke before the 
House Naval A ffa irs  Committee. 
The cap ita lis t press generally in ­
terpreted th is  to mean he was fo r 
time-aud-a-half instead. T h is  may 
he a tr ic k  maneuver to help the 
bosses slice 25 per cent o ff the 
customary seventh day pay.

In  h is  statem ent to the House 
com m ittee and in  h is  speech the 
day before to the emergency con­
ference o f the CIO in  W ashing­
ton, Nelson had a lot. to say about 
tho w orkers sacrific ing  fo r the 
war. He had no th ing to say about 
bosses’ sacrifice, except to voice 

: opposition to l im it in g  pro fits  on 
| naval contracts to s ix  per cent.
I T h is  is  an im p o rta n t clue to the 
! rea l a ttitud e  of the adm in is tra - 
j tion.
I The anti-labor d rive  in  Con-

gress has no t been subdued as a 
resu lt of the seeming opposition 
of the ad m in is tra tion . H aving 
gained one po in t in  th e ir  e fforts  
to e lim ina te  over tim e pay. the 
labor-haters are pressing more 
brazenly fo r  add itiona l advant­
ages over labor. Even Speaker 
Rayburn, one Of the leading ad­
m in is tra tio n  voices in  the,House, 
has now come out for abolishing 
the 10-hour week in favo r o f the 
48-hour week.

An im p o rtan t section of the ad­
m in is tra tio n , inc lud ing  such a fig-

ure as Assis tant A tto rne y  General 
Thurm an A rno ld , Is openly de­
m anding d rastic  leg is la tive  res­
tra in ts  on labor, and Roosevelt 
and Nelson have not repudiated 
these people.

In  the fina l analysis, the d if ­
ference between Roosevelt and 
the Howard Sm iths is  one of 
methods and strategy, no t funda­
mental d irection . Roosevelt’s m eth­
od of n ibb lin g  piece-meal at la ­
bor’s r ig h ts  and conditions in  the 
end w il l  prove as dam aging to 
the workers as Howard Sm ith 's 
methods.

The Grand Illusion
Sir Stafford Cripps And 
Indian Independence

 By M . S T E IN  —

“ The w o lf also sha ll dw e ll w ith  the  lamb,
“ A nd the leopard sha ll lie  down w ith  the  k id .”

Thus spoke the prophet Isa iah some 28 centuries 
ago. “ The lion  sha ll eat s tra w  lik e  the ox ” , said 
Isa iah  fu r th e r ,  and the echo to  these words is heard 
today th rou gh ou t th is  vast cou n try  as w e ll as the 
B r it is h  Isles. Th is grand illu s io n  w h ich  survived 
th rough  the centuries in  the p ra y e r books on ly to  
be re fu ted  in  life , is now fostered ve ry  assiduously 
and ve ry  de libe ra te ly  in  the press and over the rad io 
in  connection w ith  the problem  o f Ind ian  independ­
ence.

I t  is  indeed a ve ry  com fo rtin g  illus ion , especially 
to the libera ls . W hy ge t worked up over the  prob­
lem o f Ind ia?  W hy ge t ag ita ted?  The B r it is h  have 
sure ly  seen the e rro r o f th e ir  ways in  M alaya. They 
have paid a g re a t price w ith  the f a l l  o f Singapore. 
I t  stands to reason th a t the y  would ra th e r  g ive Ind ia  
its  freedom  and g ive the 400 m illio n  natives a cause 
fo r  w h ich  to  f ig h t  the Japanese invaders.

“ The lion  sha ll ca t s tra w  like  the ox.”  A nd  w hy 
not? Is  i t  no t p lausib le? The B r it is h  lion  is bleeding 
from  m any wounds. H is  v i ta l i t y  has been sapped 
by old age and accum ulation o f fa t .  H is  fangs  are 
w orn o ff, he can ne ithe r roa r n o r b ite . E a tin g  s tra w  
m ig h t even be a lo t  he a lth ie r fo r  h im . In  any case, 
is n ’t  i t  m ore log ica l fo r  the lion  to  le t go o f his 
prey ra th e r than ho ld i t  down fo r  his r iv a l to  snatch 
i t  away fro m  h im ?

F o s te ring  the  I l lu s io n
The grand illus ion  is sys tem atica lly  nu rtu red  by 

the moves made a t No. 10 D ow ning S treet. F o r 
weeks a f te r  the fa l l  o f S ingapore, P a rliam e n t was 
treated to the d a ily  prom ise o f a s ta tem ent on India., 
A n x ie ty  was g ro w in g  g rea t. The ve ry  de lay gave 
prom ise o f a deep-going and fa r-re a ch in g  decision. 
Tho-se who make a practice  o f w is h fu l th in k in g  —  
and th e ir  name is leg ion —  were sure th a t the P rim e 
M in is te r ’s s ta tem ent when i t  d id  come, w ould b r in g  
w ith  i t  freedom  fo r  Ind ia  in one fo rm  o r another.

And th a t hour o f expected de live ry  fo r  the Ind ian  
people a rrived . On the 11th o f M arch M r. C h u rch ill 
appeared before the House o f Commons to  make the 
long heralded statem ent. He did no t say much, bu t 
w hat he said was enough to  fu r th e r  n u rtu re  the b ib li­
cal illus ion , and to  g ive food to  a l l w is h fu l th inke rs . 
The cabinet, you see, have g o t som eth ing up th e ir  
co llective sleeve, i t  cannot be made pub lic , bu t. . .

“ We propose to send a m ember o f the W a r Cabinet 
to Ind ia  to  s a tis fy  h im se lf upon the spot by personal 
consulta tions th a t the conclusions upon w hich we are 
agreed and w hich we believe represent a ju s t  and 
fina l so lu tion w i l l  achieve th e ir  purpose.”  (N ew  Y o rk  
Times, M arch 12).

The  L o rd  P r iv y  Seal V o lun tee rs
A nd who is th is  m em ber o f the  w a r cabinet in  the 

disguise o f a fr ie n d  o f the  Ind ian  people, who is to  
c a rry  the precious secret across the seas? Says 
C h u rch ill: “ The Lo rd  P r iv y  Seal, Leader o f the House 
(S ir  S ta ffo rd  C rip p s ), has volunteered to  undertake 
th is  task .”  A nd  a chorus o f H a lle lu ja h  r in gs  th rou gh  
the press. W hy, look a t th is  wonder o f wonders: “ . . . 
the conservative P rim e  M in is te r o f G rea t B r ita in  
despatches h is ra n k in g  aid, an extrem e S ocia list, to  
w in  the acceptance o f the d ive rgen t elements in  the 
Ind ian w o rld  fo r  a precise plan o f f u l l  dom in ion s ta ­
tus.”  (New  Y o rk  T im es ed ito ria l, M arch 12).

Reams o f paper have been used up since —  there  
are special paper p r io r it ie s  fo r  th is  purpose —  to 
te ll us a ll about th is  S ir  S ta ffo rd  Cripps, th is  new 
messiah who’ —  lik e  a l l h is predecessors —  came to  
the fo re  in  a period o f c ris is  g ro w in g  o u t o f defeats. 
Some e n te rp ris ing  pub lish ing  house is even w o rk in g  
overtim e to  tu rn  o u t in  double qu ick tim e  a b iog raphy 
o f th is  m an o f wonders who is cred ited w ith  b r in g ­
in g  the Soviet U n ion in to  the w a r as an a lly  o f E n g ­
land. (P oor H itle r ,  he doesn’t  even g e t c re d it fo r  
th is ) .

T h is  “ extrem e S oc ia lis t”  is lik e  the  hero o u t o f a 
fa ir y  ta le . A  man o f w ea lth , a p ro m ine n t b a rr is te r, 
w h ile  no commoner h im se lf, he has a h e a rt th a t 
beats on ly  fo r  the poor and the downtrodden.

I t  is  especia lly im p o rta n t to  emphasize th a t he is 
an “ extrem e S oc ia lis t.”  The B r it is h  ru le rs  are mas­
ters o f showmanship. They know  when to  dress th e ir  
agents in s ilk  stockings and breeches and when to  
dress them  in  ta tte re d  clothes. A n  em pire th a t has 
m ainta ined its e lf  so long on deceit and chicanery 
m ust know  a l f  the tr ic k s  o f the  game, m ust know  
a ll about the e ffec tive  use o f cam ouflage.

C rip p s ’ S acrifices
S ir  S ta ffo rd  C ripps has made a m ag n ificen t d is­

p lay  o f lo y a lty . He is on ly  to-o w ill in g  to  servo his 
class in th is  hour o f its  g rea tes t need. Is n ’t  i t  w on­
d e rfu l!  I t  is so touch ing i t  a lm ost b rings tears to  
one’s eyes. There he is, an “ extrem e S oc ia lis t”  k ic k ­
ing  aside his own “ socia lism ”  in  o rder to  become 
the ra n k in g  aid o f the Conservative P rim e M in is te r, 
and as i f  th is  wasn’t  enough o f  a sac rifice  on his 
pa rt, ’ he volunteered to  go to  In d ia  to  t r y  and tie  
those u n w illin g  and reb e llin g  slaves in  now chains 
in place o f the old and ru s ty  ones w h ich  are b reak ing  
a t so m any links.

H is to ry  w i l l ,  no doubt, g ive a p rope r apprecia tion 
o f S ir  S ta ffo rd  C ripps ’ sacrifices, o f his endeavors in 
behalf o f em pire ru le  in Ind ia . H is  name w i l l  be 
engraved w ith  the names o f o th e r “ g re a t socia lis ts”  
who- made s im ila r  sacrifices, the Kerenskys and th a t 
whole f ra te rn ity  o f M ensheviks who w i l l  be rem em ­
bered as the l i t t le  men who tr ie d  brave ly , broom in  
hand, to sweep back tho waves o f an on rush ing  tide , 
and who were a ll swept aw ay w ith  the system they 
tried  to  save.


