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CHURCHILL’S ‘OFFER’ IS A REJECTION 
OF INDIA’S DEMAND FOR INDEPENDENCE
C. P. Begins New  
Lynch Campaign 
In Cleveland

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S 1N I
The S ta lin is t fram e-up  a rtis ts  are a t w o rk  again. T h e ir  a im  

is to inc ite  lynch violence aga inst a ll m il ita n t  w orkers  who oppose 
th e ir  treacherous policies, and to  create the k ind  o f atmosphere 
in  w h ich  they  can undertake physica l a ttacks aga inst th e ir  w o rk in g  
class, opponents. T h e ir method is to slander these opponents as 
“ agents o f H it le r ’’.

The le a fle t d is tribu te d  by the S ta lin is ts  in  Cleveland la s t week 
and reproduced on th is  page is a typ ica l exam ple o f how th e ir  
lynch cam paign operates.

The S ta lin is ts  in  th a t c ity  have been in fu r ia te d  fo r  some tim e 
by the re g u la r d is tr ib u tio n  o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  a t a la rge  fa c to ry  
and the favo rab le  response to the paper o f the w orkers in  the fac­
to ry . The d is tr ib u tio n  o f a paper which te lls  the t ru th  about tbc 
w a r in te rfe res  w ith  the a ttem pts  o f the S ta lin is ts  —  in the name 
o f "n a tio n a l u n ity  aga inst H it le r ”  —  to  suppress a ll m il ita n t  ac­
tion  by the w orkers aga inst the bosses' a ttacks.

The S ta lin is ts  threatened the d is tr ib u to rs  w ith  violence, and 
they urged the w orkers  to refuse to  accept the paper, to tea r i t  
up and th ro w  i t  in to  the face o f the d is tr ib u to rs . W hen ne ithe r o f 
these methods proved successful, the y  issued the le a fle t, “ We A c­
cuse H it le r ’s Agents A t  Y ou r Gates,”  an inc item en t to  mob violence 
and reac tiona ry  prejudices in  the tra d it io n  made fam ous by the 
Nazis.

They charge the T ro tsky is ts  in  th is  le a fle t w ith  concen tra ting 
on “ spreading seeds o f confusion am ong the la b o rin g  people. . . ,  
fo r  the purpose o f d iso rgan iz ing  ou r f ig h t  aga ins t the A x is  powers,”  
and w ith  t ry in g  " to  sabotage the w a r e ffo r t ,  m a in ly  by crea ting  
d is u n ity  and c o n flic t in  the labo r m ovem ent.”  The “ p ro o f”  they  
o ffe r  is d is to rted  references to and quotations to rn  ou t o f con text 
fro m  recent issues o f T H E  M IL IT A N T .

T H E  W A Y  T O  D E F E A T  H IT L E R
“ Here is the p ro o f” , the y  say:
“ In  the  F ebruary  7th issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  —  (1 ) A  f ro n t ­

page ed ito ria l says th a t the way to de feat H it le r  is  to  ove rth row  
the governm ents o f the U n ited  States and G reat B r ita in . The de­
s tru c tio n  o f the H it le r ite  governm ent is N O T  urged.”

The t it le  o f the ed ito ria l re fe rred  to was: “ How  to  D estroy One 
o f H it le r ’s C h ie f W eapons.”  I t  pointed ou t how H it le r  kep t the 
German people in subjection by p lay in g  on th e ir  fe a r o f a second 
V ersa illes  T re a ty  to  crush and dism em ber G erm any in  the  event 
o f  an A llie d  v ic to ry . The e d ito r ia l said th a t the re  is “ a w ay to 
destroy th is  weapon o f H itle r . There is a way to  arouse the German 
masses to  revo lu tiona ry  s tru g g le  aga inst th e ir  fasc is t oppressors. 
T h a t w ay is by the estab lishm ent o f W orke rs ’ and F arm ers ' Gov­
ernm ents in B r ita in  and the U n ited  States. . .

“ H it le r  then would have no success in  ho ld ing  the th re a t o f 
another V ersa illes over the German people, because one o f the f i r s t  
acts o f a W orke rs ’ and Farm ers G overnm ent in  th is  cou n try  would 
be to renounce a ll polic ies o r agreem ents aimed a t oppressing o r 
pena liz ing  the German masses. . .

“ One o f the f irs t  acts o f W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Governments 
in  B r ita in  and th is  cou n try  would be to  ca ll on —  and to  aid —  
the German masses to  overth row  H it le r ,  establish th e ir  own gov­
ernm ent representing  th e ir  own in terests, and jo in  w ith  them  in  the 
creation o f a W orld  S oc ia lis t Federation w h ich  by  abo lish ing the 
economic basis fo r  na tiona l antagonism s would be able to bu ild  
a w o rld  o f secu rity  and peace fo r  a ll.”

The S ta lin is t charge th a t "th e  destruction  o f the H it le r ite  
governm ent is N O T  urged is thus a crude lie .”  The “ p ro o f”  th a t 
the T ro ts k y is ts  are “ H it le r ’s agents”  tu rn s  o u t on exam ination  
to  be. a program  fo r  ove rth row ing  H itle r is m .

The S ta lin is ts  lie  about th is  p rog ram  because i t  is so sha rp ly  
opposed to th e ir  own “ w ay to  de feat H it le r . ”  They re fuse to  ca ll 
on the German masses to  make th e ir  soc ia lis t re vo lu tio n ; they 
endorse the A t la n t ic  C h a rte r w h ich  prom ises in  e ffe c t another V e r­
sailles T rea ty , the fe a r o f w h ich  is H it le r ’s s trongest weapon aga inst 
the German re vo lu tion ; they have no p rogram  to o f fe r  to  the G er­
man masses who arc  in  the la s t analysis the  fo rce  w h ich  w i l l  over­
th ro w  H itle r .

The second “ p ro o f”  o f the S ta lin is ts  th a t the T ro tsky is ts  are 
H it le r ’s agents:

“ A no ther ed ito ria l, en titled  ’C IO  W age Demands’, ca lls fo r  the I 
ou s ting  o f the  elected leaders o f C IO  unions. . . In  the F ebruary  ; 
14th issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  the re  is  another a ttack  on labor 
u n ity :  ‘The defense o f the w orkers ’ in te rests demands a repud ia­
tion  o f the present leadership and its  se rv ile  policies. . .’ ”

The e d ito r ia l and a rtic le  re fe rre d  to  endorsed the demands 
o f the  CIO, fo r  wage increases and union secu rity . A t  the  same 
tim e  the y  sha rp ly  c ritic ized  the na tiona l leaders o f the CIO. W hy? 
Because they issued no program  fo r  securing these demands; be­
cause w h a t they “ mean by ‘f ig h t ’ is to  th ro w  the demands o f  the 
C IO  w o rke rs  in to  the  lap o f the W a r Labo r Board” ; because th e ir  
no -s trike  po licy, decided upon behind the  backs o f the  rank-and- 
file , paralyzes the s trugg le  o f the w orkers  aga ins t r is in g  prices, etc.

The ed ito ria l said: “ The w orkers  can have no confidence in 
such o ffic ia ls . The union ranks w a n t o ffice rs  who w i l l  lead them 
in  genuine s trugg le  aga ins t the  present serious th re a t to  then- 
r ig h ts  and liv in g  standards. . . Above a ll, the  s tr ik e  weapon m ust 
no t be surrendered. . . The rank-and -file  owe i t  to  themselves to 
elect as th e ir  leaders those who p u t the in te rests o f the  w orkers 
before eve ry th in g  else.”

The charge abou t "o u s tin g  o f elected o ffic ia ls ”  is c learly  a d is ­
to r t io n  o f a ca ll to  the w orkers  to  e lect o ffic ia ls  who w i l l  f ig h t  
fo r  th e ir  in te rests . The S ta lin is ts  don’t  lik e  i t  because they w an t 

(Continued on page 4)

Cleveland C. P. L e a fle t Sends Cripps to Bargain 
Over Undisclosed Terms
Makes No Mention of Agrarian Revolution, the Basic Question 
For the Indian Masses, 70 Per Cent of Whom Live Off the Soil

P rim e  M in is te r  W in s to n  C h u rc h ill last W ednesday gave the  peop le  o f  In ­
d ia  a n o the r w orth less  p rom ise  o f  “ independence ”  to  he g ran ted  “ a fte r  the  
w a r.”  He announced th a t he was go ing  to  m ake some concre te  p roposa l to  
the  In d ia n  n a tio n a lis t leaders to  dem onstra te  h is  “ s in c e r ity ”  abou t post-w ar 
prom ises. B u t he re fused  to  revea l a n y th in g  abo u t the  te rm s o f  th is  p roposa l.

Aside f ro m  th is  “ o f fe r ”  — « s im p le  re ite ra tio n  o f  the  one m ade in  A ug ­
ust, 1 94 0  and re jec ted  as a fra u d  by the  In d ia n  peop le  —  the  s ing le  con ­
cre te  step p rom ised  in  C h u rc h il l ’ s sta tem ent is the  send ing  o f  S ir  S ta ffo rd  
C ripps  to  In d ia  to  t ry  to  s tr ik e  a b a rga in  w ith  the  In d ia n  n a tio n a lis t leaders.

W ith  its m ilita ry  power In In -

Above is a reproduction o f the  S ta lin is t le a f le t  issued in  Cleveland la s t week. Note the ad­
vertisem ent fo r  a m eeting on the  bottom , in  w h ic h  the authors o f th is  le a fle t in c it in g  lynch v io ­
lence aga inst the  T ro tsky is ts  plead, “ L e t F reedom  R ing fo r  E a r l B row der.”

1180 Votes 
For Carlson
Vote for Trotskyist Candidate Increases 
89% Over Vote Received in 1940 Primaries

ST. P A U L, M in n ., M ar. 11 — ■ Grace C arlson , 
T ro ts k y is t cand ida te  seeking n o m in a tio n  as m a yo r 
o f  St. P au l, rece ived  1 1 8 0  votes in  the  p r im a ry  e lec­
tio ns  yesterday. T h is  am oun ted  to  m o re  than  3 1-3 
p e r cent o f  the  to ta l vo le  oast in  the  e le c tion , and 
was regarded as an encouraging response to the fighting socialist 
program Grace Carlson had presented in the campaign.

Shortly after the election results were released, the Carlson 
Campaign Committee announced that it was going to conduct 
a write-in campaign for Carlson as mayor in the April 28 reg­
u la r electiou. John McDonough --------------------------------------------------------

Stalinists Have Revived 
Plea For ' Second Front'

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T

The Stalinists are reviving their campaign for the opening 
of a “ second front”  in Europe to engage Hitler’s armies. It is 
not difficult to understand what this means.

The slogan for the “ second front” was first raised by the 
Stalinists at the height of the Nazi drive into the USSR last 
autum n. A t  the tim e  S ta lin  tr ie d  t )— ----------------------- ------------------------ --

■£>—

to expla in away the defeats of the 
Red A rm y  by the fa ilu re  on the 
pa rt of B r ita in  to open up such 
a fro n t. In  November 1941 he 
promised the Soviet people tha t 
the seooud fro n t would m a te ri­
alize shortly . T h is  campaign, how­
ever, was dropped as suddenly as 
it. had been lauuched when the 
Red A rm y  began scoring its  f irs t 
successes and heat back the Ger- 
mau arm ies.

D u rin g  the w in te r m onths the 
Soviet masses were then to ld  th a t 
in  1912 the invaders would be 
driven  out o f the occupied te r r i­
tories by the unaided forces of 
the coun try  itse lf. The previous 
defeats were m in im ized and ex­
plained away as having been en­
t ire ly  due to the element, of sur­
prise. A fte r the Germans had 
lost, th is  in it ia l advantage t.hev 
would never regain it .  T^e R**d 
A rm y , i t  was con fiden tly  p re ­
dicted, would not. surrender the 
in it ia t iv e  again.

the approaches to Leningrad and 
are w ith in  s tr ik in g  distance of 
Moscow. D u ring  the w in te r 
months they have suffered heavy 
blows. B u t these aro fa r  exceeded 
by the losses suffered by the So­
v ie t Union in term s o f te rr ito ry , 
resources, m aupower and equip­
ment. The o ffic ia l Moscow re­
quest. fo r food shipm ents under 
the Lease-Lend provis ions is a 
grave symptom of the s tra in  on 
Soviet economy.

The reports o f the last six 
weeks are clear ind ica tion  tha t 
the Germans have succeeded in  
s tab iliz ing  th e ir  lines in  the most 
im p o rtan t sectors of the fron t. 
T h is  means th a t they have been 
able to proceed unhindered w ith  
preparations behind the lines. 
W ith  the in du s tria l and technolo­
gical resources a t bis disposal. 
H it le r  has undoubtedly been able 
to reorganize and replenish his 
m ilita ry  machine. The K rem lin 's  
on ly answer is to plead once again 
fo r  a d iversion elsewhere. I f  tha t 
is done, boasts Moscow, H it le r  can 
he defeated in  1942.

was ta lk in g  confidently of fo rc ing  
m il ita ry  decision by 1943.

A T  M OST A  M IN O R  
D IV E R S IO N

B ut le t us assume that, they 
w ill accede th is  tim e, despite the 
fac t th a t th e ir  a tten tion  is fixed 
on the Pacific where the B r it is h  
colonial em pire is to tte r in g  uuder 
the blows of the Japanese and the 
im pact of the lu d ia n  cris is. A ny 

(Continued on page 3)

and W illia m  Fa llon  secured the 
nom inations fo r mayor, and th e ir  
names w ill be on the ba llo t next, 
month.

S IG N IF IC A N C E  OF T H E  
IN C R E A S E

The Carlson vote of 1180 was 
an increase of 8.9% over the vote 
cast fo r the T ro ts k y is t candidate 
fo r m ayor in  1940. The increase 
is a ll the more s ign ifican t because 
of the fo llow ing  factors:

T h is  year the coun try  is in  the 
m idst o f a war, and Carlson’s 
statem ent last week presenting 
the socialist, a lte rna tive  to the 
w ar made i t  c lear to everyoue 
tha t she cannot and does no t sup­
po rt tbc war. In  add ition , C arl­
son has been the subject of many 
reactionary attacks since, (he 
campaign began because she was 
recently convicted of v io la tin g  
the Sm ith  “ Gag”  A c t along w ith  
17 other Socia list W orkers P arty  
and CIO members in  the M innea­

polis “ sed ition ”  tr ia l.
The strongest a ttacks against 

Carlson's election statem ent came 
from  the jin g o  Com m unist P arty  
and its  candidate fo r  C ity  Coun­
cilm an, Rose T lllo tson . The S ta l­
in is t  candidate issued a state­
ment last Saturday a ttack ing  
Carlson and the Socia list W ork­
ers P arty  and decla ring th a t th e ir  
position on the w ar showed th e ir  
"k in s h ip ”  w ith  H it le r  “ and other 
f if th  colum n elements.”  She also 
added, of course, th a t she "w ho le ­
heartedly supports the w ar.”

Grace Carlson was qu ick  to de­
nounce the S ta lin is t statem ent as 
a v ic ious slander, and to recall 
tha t " I  and o ther members of the 
Socia lis t W orkers P arty  were a t­
tack ing H itle r is m  a ll d u rin g  the 
period when Mrs. T illo tson  was 
defending S ta lin 's  a lliance w ith  
H it le r .”

The S ta lin is t d rive  to  garner 
(Continued on page 2)

dia  broken down by the F a r East 
defeats, the B r it is h  ru l in g  class 
hopes to obtain by barga in ing 
w hat it can no longer m a in ta in  
by force —  sonic k ind  of settle­
ment o f the Ind ian  question w h ich  
w il l  leave the real power in  the 
hands of B r ita in  im peria lism  and 
its  lu d ia n  lackeys.

Cripps, who lias been played up 
as a “ fr ie n d  o f In d ia ,”  is  going 
to do the d ir ty  w o rk  fo r  B r it is h  
cap ita lism . H is  job w i l l  he to 
d icke r w ith  the Ind ia n  n a tio n a lis t 
leaders, the representatives of the 
na tive  cap ita lis ts  and land-own­
ers. and determ ine the lowest 
price they’l l  accept to come to 
terms.

B u t whatever “ o ffe r"  Cripps 
may make to the n a tion a lis t lead­
ers, i t  is ce rta in  to include no 
answer to the basic question fo r  
the Ind ian  masses. T ha t is the 
question of the ag rarian  revo lu­
tion , the so lu tion of the problem 
o f the peasants who constitu te  70 
per cent o f In d ia ’s population.

Freedom fo r the peasants means 
no t m erely freedom from  B rit is h  
dom ination b u t also libe ra tion  
from  the feudal ru le  o f the na tive 
princes and land-owners. On th is  
question, C h u rch ill, Cripps, the 
B r it is h  Labor P arty , the S ta lin ­
ists. the na tive  Ind ian  cap ita lis ts, 
land-owners and princes are so lid ­
ly  un ited —  against the peasants.

Q U A L IF IC A T IO N S
C o n tra ry  to the im pression 

gived by the c a p ita lis t press, 
C h u rch ill did not prom ise na­
tiona l independence fo r Ind ia , bu t 
on ly  an undefined form  o f "dom ­
in ion s ta tus" w ith in  the B r it is h  
Em pire. B u t even the a tta inm en t 
of th is  status is hedged around 
w ith  qua lifica tions calculated to 
fo resta ll fu lf il lm e n t o f the Church­
i l l  promise.

C h u rch ill's  "o ffe r ”  was "o f 
course, subject io  the fu lf il lm e n t 
of our ob ligations fo r  the protec­
tion  o f m in o ritie s  . . . and of our 
trea ty  ob ligations to the Ind ian  
States and to settlem ent o f cer- 

(Continued on page 3)

Wilkins Describes Detroit Housing 'R io t'

N E W  C H A N G E  O F T U N E
Now w ith  the approach of 

sp ring  and the th rea t of another 
offensive by H itle r , the K re m lin  j  So fa r as London and Wash 
has changed its  tune. The danger ingt.on are concerned, they do not 
is self-evident. even dream of being able to to r-

Despite the heroic e ffo rts  o f the I m inato the co n flic t in  the near
The B r it is h  im peria lis tsRed A rm y, the Nazis have suc­

ceeded in  re ta in in g  th e ir  positions 
in  the U kra ine. They s t i l l  hold

fu tu re .
rejected the plan fo r a "second 
fro n t”  las t year when C h urch ill

DETROIT, Mich. — “ One 
of the striking revelations re­
sulting from the riots here, 
February 28, over the occu­
pancy of the Sojourner Truth 
housing project is that the 
American Negro is just about 
‘fed up ’ w ith  ta lk  o f democracy 
and now demands some action .”

T h is  was the observation o f 
Roy W ilk in s , ass is tan t secretary 
o f the N a tiona l Assoc, fo r  the 
Advancem ent o f Colored People 
who came here M arch 4 to  con­
s u lt w ith  and pledge cooperation 
to the C itizens ’ Com m ittee on 
the housing f ig h t.

“ In 11 years o f tra v e llin g  fo r  
the N A A C P . and in  20 years o f 
newspaper w o rk , I  have never 
found such b itte rness on such a 
w ide scale as I  have found in  
D e tro it.”  said W ilk in s . Those 
whom  lie ca lls “ the cooler heads 
among ou r people”  are “ try in g  
desperately to  hold the s itua tion

in hand.”  j cident. Y oung Negroes here tore
They fe a r th a t "w hen there is ; up th e ir  d ra f t  cards la s t S a tu r-

violencc between Negroes and 
w hites, Negroes always lose be­
cause the police and the soldiers 
always, jo in  the w h ites against 
the Negroes. T h a t is w h a t hap­
pened in D e tro it. A lthough  w hites 
started  the r io t  and were armed 
w ith  every k ind  o f weapon, the 
police arrested 109 persons —  2 
w h ites and 107 Negroes.

"D esp ite  th is , the rank and file 
o f Negroes w a n t to  f ig h t.  They 
are tire d  o f ta lk in g . They are 
ra p id ly  com ing to the po in t where 
they  do n o t believe o r  t ru s t  any 
w h ite  person o r any governm ent 
in s titu tio n .

“ TO R E  U P D R A F T  CAR DS”
“ The S o journer T ru th  r io t  

came in the m ids t o f w a r. The 
d isgracefu l action o f the Detroit, 
police departm ent has made th is  
housing p ro jec t f ig h t  n o t on ly  a 
na tiona l, b u t an in te rn a tio n a l in ­

day —  in public . One m an go t up 
in a public m eeting and said he 
was o f d ra f t  age and would p ro b ­
ab ly  be called to  f ig h t  in  A s ia  or 
Europe, ‘bu t I  w i l l  take m y  f ig h t­
ing  and dy ing , i f  necessary, r ig h t 
here on the streets o f D e tro it  fo r  
sonic democracy fo r  m y own peo­
ple.’

“ A no ther man came up before 
Judge George M urp hy  on a d is ­
o rd e rly  conduct charge in connec­
tion  w ith  f ig h t in g  a t the  p ro ject. 
Ho said to  the judge : ‘ I  have tw o 
boys in the U . S. A rm y  f ig h t in g  

i fo r  these people (the  w h ites) arid 
! you can sentence me to  any years 
| you w a n t, h u t when I  ge t ou t I  am 
go ing to s ta r t  f ig h t in g  again ju s t 
where I  le f t  o f f . ’ The charge was 
dismissed fo r  lack o f evidence.”

R O LE  OF T H E  P O LIC E
One hour o f “ good police w o rk ”  

on the m orn in g  o f Feb. 28 would

have prevented the r io t,  says 
W ilk in s . “ The cops le t the whites 
fo rm  a mob, erect barricades 
across the street, stop m oving 
vans con ta in ing  fu rn itu re  o f N e­
gro  fa m ilie s  seeking to  move in, 
and beat and stone Negroes. B u t 
when Negroes a ttem pted to  p ro ­
tec t themselves and to  break 
th rough  the barricades, the cops 
w en t in to  action aga inst them .”

P rotests and demands fo r  ac­
tion  are po u ring  in  upon D e tro it  
and W ash ing ton o ffic ia ls  f t  om 
hundreds o f organ izations and in ­
d iv idua ls  th rou gh ou t the coun try . 
A m ong these arc  the W ayne 
C ounty CIO  Council and m any 
im p o rta n t trade  un ion locals.

A  p icke t line  o f hundreds has 
been th row n  around the C ity  H a ll 
c a llin g  fo r  im m ediate action. The 
C itizens’ Com m ittee co-o rd ina t­
in g  the f ig h t  includes labo r 
unions, the loca l branch o f the 
N A A C P , and dozens o f o ther o r­
ganizations.
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Officials Fail To A ct 
In Tobin Gunmen Case

MINNEAPOLIS — li lias become clear that the city and *> 
county authorities here intend to take no action to apprehend 
the trio of gunmen who recently made an armed attack on three 
Local 544-CIO organizers. A public statement issued by the 
544-CIO executives board charged that the gunmen acted for 
Daniel I'obin, ATI. Teamsters head. Local officials are carrying 
ou t the  po licy  in it ia te d  by  fed - 5>----------------------------------------------- --------
o ra l and sta te au tho rities  o f a id ­
in g  Tob in  in  his a ttem p t to  smash 
thé CIO  un ion.

The gangsters invaded the !>44- 
CIO headquarters, lin e d  up organ­
izers H a rry  DeBoer, K e lly  Postal 
and Ray R a inbo lt at revo lver 
po in t, and severely beat DeBoer 
W ith a base-ball bat.

Tobin 's local sheet, the M inne­
sota Teamster, responded to the 
charge of his machine’s respon­
s ib il i ty  fo r the assault in  a fron t 
page ed ito ria l in  the Feb. 2(1 is ­
sue. ca llin g  the 544-010 charge 
“ c r im in a lly  libelous.’'

B u t the  Tobin machine doesn’t  
dare sue Local 541-C10 fo r  L ib e l!

W H Y  T O B IN  W O N ’T  S U E
F or Tobin and his local satrap. 

O’Lough lln . fear the proof in  L o ­
cal 544-CIO’s possession concern­
in g  the gangster ac tiv itie s  of the 
Tob in  plug-uglies: the sworn tes­
tim on y  o f hundreds o f M inneapo­
lis  d rive rs  in  the B la ir  hearing  last 
sum m er concerning the ba ll-bat 
tactics o f T ob in ’s goons: the 
threa ts uttered by a prom inent lo ­
cal Tob in  o ffic ia l ju s t fou r days 
before the recent a ttack tha t

“ We’re going to stop those people 
soon:’’ the evidence th a t could 
be given by a w itness about the 
license numbers of the two cars 
parked near Loyal 544-CIO's ba ll 
d u rin g  the gunm en’s assault: and 
the presence of these same two 
cars parked outside a well-known 
underw orld  dive the evening of 
the attack.

The Tob in  Teamster put on a 
fu r th e r show of outraged v ir tu e  
over the 544-CIO charges by de­
c la r in g  th a t "such an un justified  
attack on M r. Tobin calls fo r  im ­
mediate apology to Mr". Tobin by 
the Morn ing Tribune  (w h ich  fea­
tured the 544-CIO statem ent on 
the fro n t page.)’ ’

The M inneapolis Tribune  has 
not apologized to Tobin.

To cover up its  own u n w illin g ­
ness lo  s ta rt s u it against Local 
544-CIO fo r w ha t i t  term s "c r im ­
in a l libe l.”  T ob in ’s sheet, w eakly 
says. “ I t  is up to the responsible 
pub lic  o ffic ia ls  to see th a t the of­
fenders are prosecuted . . .  A  c ity  
ordinance provides punishm ent 
fo r those g iv in g  false in fo rm a tio n  
to police o r to a newspaper. .Tus-

liee demands the offenders be 
prosecuted.”
“ JU S T IC E ”

The local pub lic  offic ia ls no 
doubt feel they are do ing enough 
fo r “ jus tice ”  and Tob in  by re fus­
ing  to take action against bis 
gunmen, w ith o u t s tick in g  th e ir  
necks out fu r th e r  th rough  a c r i­
m in a l libe l action w h ich  would 
b ring  the t r u l l i  to the lig h t of 
day.

The in fo rm a tion  given the pol­
ice and County A tto rney  by Local 
544-CÌÓ was the tru th , ' and they 
k n o w 'it .  So does Tobin and his 
stooge O’Lough lln .

I f  the M inneapolis offic ia ls were 
interested in  upho ld ing the law, 
they would have taken action 
long ago against Tobin 's gunmen, 
who have been ru n n in g  w ild  here 
since la s t June —  assaulting 
nurses in  hotel bedrooms, slug­
g ing aldermen in night, clubs, 
transp o rtin g  dope, t ry in g  to k i l l  
farm ers, having gun fights outside 
night clubs, using ba ll-bats and 
blackjacks on d rive rs  and ware­
housemen and brewery workers.

F ortunate ly , H a rry  DeBoer has 
now recovered fro m  his ba ll-bat 
slugging. Local 544-CIO is press­
in g  fo r N LR B  elections in  several 
mòre companies where workers 
h a v e  unan im ously expressed 
themselves fo r th e ir  own union. 
544-CIO, and against Tobin and 
his racketeering ou tfit.

Grace Carlson’s 
Radio Speech

V . R . Dunne Honored At  
New York CRDC Dinner
CIO Leader and Anti-Fascist Editor Speak 
On Behalf of 18 Convicted in Minneapolis

NLW  YORK — Over 250 people attended a Defense Dinner 
on March 3, in honor of V. R. Dunne, one of those convicted 
in the Minnesota labor trials, and leader of Local 544-CIO. 
The dinner, sponsored by the New York Civil Rights Defense 
Committee, and held at Werderman’s Hall, was one of the
most sp ir ited  labo r gatherings in  s>-------------------------------------------------------
recent years.

The overflow  crowd tha t turned 
out to hear V. R. Dunne and 
Carlo Tresca, V ice Chairm an of
the CRDC, was proof of the w ide­
spread sym pathy among advanced 
w orkers fo r  the cause of the M in ­
nesota defendants.

V. R. Dunne's speech was an 
in s p ir in g  ca ll to a ll labor to de­
fend its  r ig h ts  by ra lly in g  to (be 
defense o f the 18 convicted M in ­
neapolis defendants. He exp la in­
ed how the S m ith  "Gag”  Law 
placed in  jeopardy a ll the hard- 
won libe rties  of labor. Dunne 
thanked the C iv il R ights Defense 
Com m ittee fo r its  w o rk  in  defend­
in g  the convicted leaders of Lo­
cal 544-CIO and the Socialist 
W orkers P arty , and called on a ll 
w orkers to “ p itch  in  now to figh t 
th is  case through in  a last d itch 
lig h t to the Supreme C ourt.”

"W e are fig h tin g  to pro tect c iv il

lib e rtie s  in  the labor movement, 
and the r ig h t  to bu ild  a movement 
to figh t fo r a bette r w o rld ,”  be 
said.

In  b is speech Dunne to ld  of the 
la test acts of b ru ta lity  and in t im ­
ida tion  on the pa rt o f the Tobin 
gunmen, who recently attacked 
H a rry  DeBoer, 544-CIO offic ia l, 
and one o f the w orkers convicted 
in  the M inneapolis case. He also 
pointed out th a t the un ion leaders 
in  M inneapolis faced o t h e r  
charges in  add ition  to the Fed­
eral prosecution. K e lly  Postal is 
faced w ith  embezzlement charges 
fo r tu rn in g  the Local 544 funds 
over to the CIO when the union 
d isa ffilia ted  w ith  the A F L  and 
jo ined the CIO. “ The bosses and 
Tob in  are out to get K e lly  Postal 
one way o r another,”  Dunne said. 
Postal is Secretary T reasurer of 
Local 544-CIO.

Carlo Tresca, a veteran figh ter 
in  the ranks o f labor, th r il le d  t^ie 
audience w ith  b is s t ir r in g  ac­
count of li is  experiences in  the 
m iners ’ s trikes on the Mesabi 
range of N o rth e rn  Minnesota.

TR E S C A  PLE DG ES 
S O L ID A R IT Y

Tresca, ed ito r o f 11 Marte l lo , 
an anti-fasc is t newspaper, pointed 
ou t tha t he was persecuted in 
M innesota fo r  ta k in g  p a rt in  the 
m iners’ s tr ike , accused of "sedi­
t io n ”  more than a score of years 
ago, ju s t as the M inneapolis lead­
ers are being persecuted now. He 
pledged h is s o lid a rity  to V. R. 
Dunne, and spoke w ith  great a f­
fection fo r  a ll the defendants who 
represented “ the m ilita n t self- 
sacrific ing  leaders who figh t fo r  
the cause o f labo r’s emancipa­
tion .”

George Novack, Secretary o f the 
CRDC, served as chairm an. H is 
plea fo r  funds to  he lp pay fo r  the 
im m ediate legal steps in  the ap­
peal o f the M innesota case to test 
the co n s titu tio n a lity  of the Sm ith 
Act and to free the 18 defendants, 
b rought an enthusiastic response 
from  those present. Over $530 
was donated in  the collection.

A fte r  the d inner and speeches, 
there was music and dancing.

Radio speech of Grace Carl­
son, member of the Socialist 
Workers Party and Candidate 
for Mayor of St. Paul. Mon­
day. March 9th, 1942, 8:45 
P. M.

The second W orld  W a r con­
s titu tes  the background o f th is  
election cam paign and every so­
c ia l, p o lit ic a l and economic is ­
sue o f the cam paign m ust be 
Studied in  re la tionsh ip  to it .  A ll  
o f the other m ayora lty  can­
didates agree th a t the w a r ques­
tion  overshadows a ll o ther local 
issues in th is  cam paign, b u t a ll 
o f  these candidates un ite  in 
th e ir  support o f the  w a r.

I  cannot and do no t support 
th is  w a r. I  have the  same posi­
tio n  today as I  had in  Novem ­
ber, 1940 when I  was the can­
didate fo r  U n ited  States sen­
a to r f r o m  M innesota on t h e  
T ro tsky is t A n ti-W ar t i c k e t .  
(T h is  was the cam paign nam? 
o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty .)

The f ir s t  p lank o f m y 1940 
p la tfo rm  stated, “ The im p e ria l­
is t  governm ent o f the U n ited  
States cannot fa i l  to- d ra g  th is  
coun try  in to  w a r. T h is  w i l l  no t 
be a w a r  o f defense o r a w a r 
fo r  democracy o r lib e ra tio n ; i t  
can on ly  be a w a r fo r  m arke ts, 
fo re ig n  concessions, sources o f 
ra w  m ateria ls  and spheres o f 
in fluence. T h is  is W a ll S tree t’s 
w a r and no t ours.”

Events since then have p rov­
ed th a t th is  s ta tem ent was 100 
per cent correct. Today I  stand 
more f irm ly  than ever on th is  
position. T h is  w a r is an im p e r­
ia lis t  w a r. I ts  character is no t 
determ ined by who s truck the 
f irs t  blow. I t  is no t determ ined 
by the good o r bad w il l  o f the 
heads o f the be llige ren t powers. 
I t  was rendered inev itab le  by 
the economic r iv a lr ie s  inherent 
in  the decaying ca p ita lis t sys­
tem.

A ga ins t the  T reacherous 
P o lit ic ia n s

There were m any St. Paul 
labo r leaders and libe ra ls  so- 
called, who were opposed to  im ­
p e r ia lis t w a r before the e n try  
o f the U n ited  States in to  W orld  
W a r I I .  A . F . Lockhart, ed ito r 
o f the Un ion Advocate, pub lish ­
ed an ed ito ria l in the February  
8th, 1940 ed ition  o f the  paper, 
in  w h ich he warned o f the near­
ness o f w a r. He compared the 
w a r- lik e  measures t a k e n  by 
Roosevelt a t th a t tim e  w ith  
those taken by W ilson  in 191G 
and ended up by c r it ic iz in g  Roo­
sevelt and both old parties in  
Congress fo r  c u ttin g  down W P A  
appropria tions a n d  increasing 
w a r appropria tions.

B u t today L o ckha rt is  a 
staunch supporte r o f the w ar. 
So also are ex-socia lists, W il l ­
iam  M ahoney and C. R. C arl- 
gren, as w e ll as scores o f other 
Labor-Progressives.

The support g iven the w a r by 
the  so-called labo r representa­
tives, the candidates o f the 
Labor-P rogressive Association, 
as w e ll as by F a llon  and the 
o ther reac tiona ry  candidates, 
renders them  incapable o f de­
fend ing  the in te rests o f the St. 
Pau l w orkers.

N o t a s ing le  w o rke r’s v o t e  
should be cast fo r  these fa lse 
and treacherous po litic ians.

New A ttacks  O n 
W o rk e rs ’ C o n d itio n s

The huge monopolies a n d  
th e ir  owners are the on ly  ones 
who benefit from  th is  war. W hile  
over 80% of the w ar contracts 
are awarded to  about a dozen 
g ian t corporations, sm all bus­
inessmen are squeezed o u t  
o f existence. The reports  o f the 
T rum an and Tolan Congression­
a l In v e s tig a tin g  com m ittees 
have revealed f la g ra n t p ro fite e r­
in g  in  w a r industries. T h e y  
have shown, fu rth e rm o re , th a t 
B ig  Business has de libera te ly  
refused to  u t il iz e  its  fu l l  p rod­
uctive  capacity  fo r  “ na tiona l de­
fense”  in  o rder to  safeguard 
p ro fits  and m onopolis tic  posi­
tions.

I  believe t h a t  leg is la tion  
should be passed in  o rder to con­
fiscate a ll w a r p ro fits . I  also be­
lieve th a t t h e  governm ent 
should take over the basic in ­
dustries and operate them  un ­
der w o rkers ’ con tro l.

The steep rise  in  the cost o f 
l iv in g  has already w iped out 
wage increases gained in  the 
past year. E ve ry  housewife who 
shops fo r  food, c lo th ing  and 
o ther necessities fo r  her fa m ily  
knows th a t th is  is true . I t  is 
necessary fo r  the w orkers to  be 
protected aga inst the fu r th e r  
inev itab le  rise  in  the cost o f l iv ­
ing . The Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  recommends the p rinc ip le  
o f a r is in g  scale o f wages ad­
justed to  meet the r is in g  cost o f 
l iv in g  and we urge th a t a ll trade 
unions incorpora te  th is  p rinc ip le  
in  th e ir  contracts.

The Socia list W orke rs  P a rty ,

recogn iz ing t h e  m ilita r iz e d  
character o f our tim es, demands 
th a t every w o rke r be g iven m il­
ita ry  tra in in g .. We. propose th a t 
the trade unions undertake to 
provide such tra in in g  fo r  th e ir  
members under th e ir  own super­
vis ion and con tro l. W orker-so l­
diers should be led by th e ir  own 
elected and trusted officers. We 
propose tha t the federal govern­
m ent appropria te  the necessary 
funds fo r  the establishm ent and 
equipm ent o f camps fo r  m il ita ry  
t ra in in g  o f w o rkers  under the 
con tro l o f the  trade  unions.

F o r F u ll E q u a lity !
We are opposed to  a ll d is ­

c rim ina tio n  aga inst Negroes in 
the armed forces as w e ll as in 
in d u s try . We believe th a t the 
N egro people should have fu l l  
social, economic and po litica l 
equa lity .

One o f the Labor-P rogressive 
candidates fo r  the C ity  Council, 
John M auer, operates a tave rn  
in which he practices ra c ia l seg­
rega tion . A nd  ye t candidate 
M auer ta lks  about a w a r fo r  
democracy! I  believe th a t J im  
C row ism  should be w iped ou t a t 
home in S t. P au l as w e ll as in 
the res t o f the country , and th a t 
a candidate who discrim inates 
aga inst Negro citizens should 
be repudiated a t the polls.

The w orkers  o f S t. Paul, to ­
ge ther w ith  a ll o f the w orkers 
and fa rm ers  in the U n ited  
States, are today in  a desperate 
s trugg le  to m a in ta in  the social 
gains and the standard o f l i v ­
in g  w h ich  the y  h a v e  w o n  
th rou gh  th e ir  trade unions and 
o ther w o rk in g  class o rgan iza­
tions. The em ploying class is 
attem pting- to place the f u l l  
burden o f the w a r u p o n  the 
w o rk in g  masses. They are a t­
ta ck in g  wage a n d  hour laws, 
the r ig h t  to s tr ike , unem ploy­
m ent insurance, old age pen­
sions and o ther Social S ecu rity  
measures, pub lic  hea lth  and 
public education program s.

Unless the w orkers  o f fe r  o r­
ganized and m il ita n t resistance 
to  these reactionary  moves, they 
alone w i l l  be compelled to make 
a ll the sacrifices demanded by 
the war.

I  believe th a t the present So­
c ia l Security  measures should 
no t on ly be m aintained, despite 
the demands o f the w a r budget, 
bu t th a t they should be extend­
ed. I  prom ise, i f  elected, to  w ork  
fo r  be tte r re lie f standards, h ig h ­
e r pensions fo r  the  aged and in ­
creased aid fo r  dependent c h il­
dren. I  believe th a t the salaries 
o f the teachers, fire fig h te rs  and 
o ther pub lic  service employees 
should be increased in  o rder to 
meet the r is in g  cost o f liv in g .

A  b e tte r pub lic  hea lth  p ro ­
gram  should be g iven the St. 
Paul w orkers. Despite the t ir e ­
less e ffo r ts  o f the overworked 
and underpaid doctors, nurses 
and hospita l employees a t Ane- 
ko r Hospita l, the poor location 
o f the hosp ita l, the age o f the 
bu ild in g , the over-crowded con­
d itions, the lim ite d  budget u n ­
der w h ich  i t  operates— a ll make 
i t  impossible fo r  the w orkers  o f 
St. Pau l to  ob ta in  proper care 
in  th a t in s titu t io n . The c i t y  
should bu ild  a new hosp ita l, 
equipped -with a l l o f^ th e  la te s t 
devices o f m o d e r n  medical 
science to  serve St. P au l c i t i ­
zens.

I  believe th a t a ll St. Pau l c i t i ­
zens should have an opportun­
i t y  to  live  in decent homes. I  
am in  fa v o r o f an extensive pub­
lic  housing p rogram  fo r  St. Paul 
— a p rogram  financed by the 
Federa l Government.

I  am opposed to  p lac ing the 
burden o f the  w a r upon the “ i l l-  
fed, ill-c lo thed  and ill-housed 
one-th ird  o f the na tion .”  Le t 
the rich  pay fo r  th e ir  own w a r!

But a permanent so lu tion to the 
te rr ib le  problems of w ar and fasc­
ism can be obtained on ly  by the 
establishm ent o f a W orke rs ’ and 
F a rm ers ’ G overnm ent in  the

U n ited  States and the replace­
m ent o f the  w o rn -ou t cap ita lis t 
system by a socia lis t economy. 
Fascism is a product o f the cap­
ita l is t  system  in decay. The 
sharpest a ttacks on w o rk ing  
class leaders and the m ost sav­
age persecution o f m in o rity  
groups occur in the to ta lita r ia n  
countries. H it le r  and M ussolin i 
are hated by the w o rk in g  mass­
es o f the en tire  w o rld — most o f 
a ll by the te r r ib ly  oppressed 
German a n d Ita lia n  w orkers. 
B u t the German and I t a l i a n  
w orkers  s t i l l  support these fas­
c is t ty ra n ts  in  the w a r because 
they  see no o ther w ay out fo r  
them . The German w orkers, in 
p a rtic u la r, fe a r another V e rs a il­
les T re a ty  and another decade 
o f s ta rva tio n  and s u ffe r in g  at 
the hands o f the v ic to rious  A l­
lies.

In  order to organize a success­
fu l s trugg le  aga inst the forces 
o f fascism , i t  is necessary to  ex­
tend the hand o f so lid a rity  to 
the w orkers o f Germ any, I ta ly  
and Japan. O n 1 y a W orkers ' 
and F arm ers ’ Government in  
the U n ited  S tates can do th is. 
O nly a W orkers ’ and F arm ers ’ 
Governm ent can show the way 
by ca llin g  fo r  a jo in t  s trugg le  
o f the  w orkers o f a ll countries 
aga inst the c a p ita lis t system — 
the source o f a ll o f th e ir  ills . 
The fa ilu re  o f S ta lin  to  u tilize  
th is  weapon o f in te rna tiona lis t 
w o rk in g  class s o lid a rity  in  his 
s tru g g le  aga inst Nazism  has 
m o rta lly  endangered the Soviet 
U n ion.

And yet, the heroic resistance 
o f the Russian w orkers against 
H i t le r ’s w a r machine has de­
m onstra ted th a t the masses w il l  
f ig h t to the death under the 
banner o f a w o rkers ’ s tate fo r  
industries  and land w hich have 
been taken away fro m  the cap­
ita lis ts  and land lords. In  no 
o ther coun try  w h ich has been 
invaded by the N azis have the 
w orkers been insp ired to  such 
a m agnificent s trugg le  against 
the forces o f H itle r .

D e fend  the  Sovie t U n io n
We defend the Soviet Un ion 

uncond itiona lly , b u t we oppose 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy be­
cause i t  has deprived the Rus­
sian masses o f a ll th e ir  democ­
ra tic  r ig h ts  and, by its  policies, 
lias placed the w orkers ’ state In 
jeopardy. S ta lin  long ago le ft  
the path o f in te rn a tio n a l social ■ 
ism — the path m arked ou t by 
Lenin and T ro ts k y  in  the  ea rly  
days o f the Soviet U n ion . He 
sells ou t the w o rld ’s w orkers 
and colon ia l peoples fo r  the sake 
o f tem po ra ry  alliances, one tim e 
w ith  H itle r , now w ith  C h urch ill 
and Roosevelt. These betrayals  
have alienated the sym pathies 
o f m illio ns  o f w o rk in g  men and 
women and dealt the heaviest 
b low  o f a ll to  the  Soviet U n ion 
its e lf.

O n ly  a p rogram  o f in te rn a ­
t io n a l socialism — a program  
based on the p rinc ip les o f M arx, 
Len in  and T ro ts k y — can s a v e  
the w o r ld ’s w orkers  fro m  cap­
i ta l is t  s laugh te r and anarchy.

I  am proud to  say th a t I  am 
an in te rn a tio n a l soc ia lis t and 
th a t the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty , which I  represent is in ­
te rn a tio n a lis t to  the core. But 
because I  have p u t fo r th  th is  so­
c ia lis t so lu tion to  the problems 
o f w ar and fascism  and because 
I  have opposed im p e ria lis t war. 
I  and seventeen o t h e r s  have 
been convicted by the Federal 
Governm ent. B u t I  see no other 
way ou t o f the bloody chaos o f 
th is  c a p ita lis t system than tha t 
o f in te rn a tio n a l socialism . This 
is the on ly road to  a system o f 
enduring  peace, freedom and 
p len ty  fo r  a ll. I  ask your sup­
p o rt in  th is  cam paign on th a t 
basis.

Thousands o f St. Paul w o rk ­
ers w i l l  rem em ber th a t Eugene 
V. Debs raised the slogan o f in ­
te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class so lid ­
a r i ty  in  W orld  W a r I.  A lthough  
he was im prisoned because o f 
h is position, a m illio n  w orkers 
cast th e ir  vote fo r  h im  fo r  P re ­
sident o f  the U n ited  States 
w h ile  he was in  prison.

Copies o f ou r p la tfo rm  o r o f 
th is  rad io  address m ay be ob­
ta ined a t our cam paign head­
quarters, 138 E. 6th S tree t in 
St. P a ill. There you m ay also 
obtain a copy o f the testim ony 
o f James P. Cannon, lead ing de­
fendan t in the “ seditious con­
sp iracy”  case and the N a tiona l 
Secretary o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty . H is  tes tim ony has 
been gathered in to  a booklet un ■ 
der the t i t le  “ Socialism  on 
T r ia l, ”  and gives a complete ac­
count o f ou r p a r ty ’s program .

A s the on ly  candidate p ledg­
ed to a program  o f in te rn a tio n ­
al socialism , I  ask the support 
o f St. Paul w orkers. Y o u r vote 
fo r  Grace Carlson w i l l  indicate 
y o u r desire to  bu ild  a socia list 
U n ited  States o f A m erica  and a 
soc ia lis t w orld .

Grace Carlson 
Gets 1180 Votes

( Continued from page 1) 
votes by shouting p a tr io t ic  slo­
gans and a tta ck in g  the tru e  a n t i­
fascists as “ H it le r ’s agents”  did 
not meet w ith  much success a t 
(lie polls. T illo tso n  received a 
to ta l o f 2074 voles, but it  must 
be understood th a t every voter | 
had the r ig h t  to vote fo r 6 Coun- 
c ilm an ic  candidates, un like  the 
vo ting  fo r  the m ayora lty  nom ina­
tion . where the voters could cast 
th e ir  ba llo t fo r on ly one candi­
date: undoutedly, T illo tson 's  vote 
would have been much low er i f  
there was on ly  one Councilmame 
nom ination  to be filled.

B ut even so, her vote was a 
23% decrease under the vote cast 
fo r the S ta lin is t candidate fo r 
Councilm an in  the p rim aries  two 
year ago —  when the S ta lin is ts  
were s t i l l  denouncing the w ar as 
an im p e ria lis t w a r!

Carlson’s 'cam paign had been 
sp irited  from  beginn ing to end. 
She had u tilized  every opportu­
n ity  to present her program  to 
the workers, and had aroused 
more dismission in  labor circles 
than any o ther m ayora lty  candi­
date.
S P IR IT E D  C A M P A IG N

The p rim a ry  campaign closed 
Monday n igh t w ith  a m il ita n t  ra ­
dio address by Grace Carlson, pre­
senting the basic issues in  the 
campaign w h ich  were la rge ly  
ignored by the other candidates.

Last F rid a y  n igh t one of the 
most successful election ra llie s  of 
the campaign was held by the 
Campaign Committee. A t th is  
m eeting the candidate spoke on 
the S oc ia lis t P rogram  “ to D efeat 
W orld  Fascism and Achieve a 
Lasting  Peace. Freedom and P len­
ty  fo r A l l ”  to. m any people who 
had never heard of the T ro tsky ­
ists before and firs t learned about 
them in  the course of th is  cam­
paign.

Over the week-end Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  members and sym­

pathizers d is tribu ted  5,000 copies 
of a special St. Paul election edi­
t ion  of T IIE  M IL IT A N T . The pa­
per was w e ll received by the 
workers, many o f whom asked fo r 
ex tra  copies to give to th e ir 
friends  at w ork  and in  other 
parts ol' the c ity .

Decide On  
W rite -In  D rive  
F o r C arlson

The nom ina tion  of W ill ia m  F a l­
lon and John McDonough fo r 
m ayor of St. Paul in  yesterday’s 
p r im a ry  election leaves St. Paul 
workers w ith  no one to represent 
th e ir  in terests in  the fina l elec­
tion  on A p r i l 28.

Both o f these candidates rep­
resent the old ca p ita lis t parties— 
despite the fact tha t McDonough 
has received the endorsement of 
the Labor-Progressive Association. 
In  an e d ito r ia l ip  its  M arch 9 
issue, the reactionary  HI. Pan I 
Pioneer Press also endorsed Mc­
Donough, as w e ll as the three in ­
cumbent Labor-Progressive Coun- 
c ilm ent. “ T h is  newspaper believes 
tha t there is every reason io  give 
a vote o f confidence in  the pres­
ent a d m in is tra tion .”  the ed ito ria l 
asserted f la t ly , a lthough the Pio­
neer Press has supported Fa llon  
against McDonough in  Ihe past 
two m ayora lty  campaigns.

Both of these candidates sup­
port the w ar and are thereby ren­
dered incapable o f defending the 
in terests o f St. Paul workers.

We have therefore decided to 
run  a w rite -in  campaign fo r Grace 
Carlson fo r M ayor fo r the final 
election.

Headquarters w i l l  be m a in ta in ­
ed at 138 E. 6th St. and election 
lite ra tu re  and in fo rm a tio n  about 
the campaign may he obtained 
there.

W O RKERS F O R U M
N o A p p re c ia tio n  
B y W ar D e p a rtm en t

E d ito r: Em anuel F ried , p ro m ­
inen t S ta lin is t and se lf-appo in t­
ed speod-up a r t is t  w o rk in g  as en­
g ineer a t the C u rtis s -W rig h t 
A irc ra ftp la n t  here in  B u ffa lo  was 
fired tw o  weeks ago by  orders o f 
the U . S. W a r Dept, because his 
“ services are in im icable to  N a­
tio n a l Defense.”  F ried , a lead ing 
figu re  in the present d rive  to  o r­
ganize th is  p la n t in to  the  CIO, | 
is noted fo r  hav ing  wasted much 
valuable tim e  o f the loca l’s meet­
ings by g iv in g  endless speeches 
on how the wage-slaves can in ­
crease production, push Defense 
Bond Sales, con tribu te  to  the 
J im -C row  Red Cross, USO and 
o ther “ forced co llection”  o u tfit.

The iro n y  o f the s itu a tio n  is 
th a t on ly  on Jan. 13 he had re ­
ceived a le tte r  o f thanks fro m  
the W a r Dept, in  apprecia tion fo r  
the speed-up plans he had sub­
m itted  to  it .  The le tte r  says in 
p a r t:  “ You have o ffe red a num ­
ber o f valuable suggestions and 
i t  w i l l  in te res t you to  know th a t 
several o f them  are a lready u n ­
der consideration by the Bureau. 
As you are appa ren tly  aware, 
the W a r D epartm ent is m ak ing  
every e f fo r t  to  exp la in  to  the i 
w orkers the need fo r  eve r-in ­
creased production. I  have no 
doubt th a t w ith  you r excellent 
apprecia tion o f ou r problem  you

w il l  help us to  spread th is  mes­
sage.”  In  ad d ition  to  con tacting  
the W a r Dept, th is  S ta lin is t has 
spent sleepless n igh ts  th in k in g  
up o ther plans o f speed-up th a t 
he has a lready subm itted  to  the 
la b o r-h a tin g  C urtiss  o u tfit.

T h is  case m ust serve as a b it ­
te r  lessen to  a l l  m il i ta n t  and 
honest w orkers who are duped by 
S ta lin ism . T h e ir  c a p ita lis t mas­
ters aren ’t  being kidded one sec­
ond by a ll the p ro testa tions o f 
p a trio tis m  sp rin g in g  fro m  the  
cesspool o f S ta lin ism . The bosses 
are us ing them  on ly  to  police the 
w orkers  and keep them  in line . 
W hen the lemon is squeezed d ry , 
they are g iven the gate.

L . T „

B u ffa lo , N . Y.

New Haven  
Loca l Contributes

The Steel W orkers Organizing 
Committee, Local 1486 of New 
Haven, at a reg u la r m eeting last 
week voted a con tribu tion  of $10 
to the New Haven C iv il R ights 
Defense Committee.

The local also passed a resolu­
tion  condemning the convictions 
in  the M inneapolis case. The un­
io n ’s secretary was appointed to 
serve as the loca l’s representa­
tive  on the  New Haven branch of 
the CRDC-
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Atlantic Charter Not Intended For Colonies
<•' -

Colonial People Are Told 
To Have No Illusions

B y GEORGE P A D M O R B
W hen, in A ug ust las t, Mr.. 

C h u rc h ill’s deputy in  the House 
o f  Commons, M a jo r A ttle e , an ­
nounced to  the w orld  the e igh t 
po in ts  o f th a t so-called in te rn a ­
tio n a l “ Magna CharLa,”  known as 
the  A t la n t ic  C harter, the subject 
peoples o f the E m pire  began 
h o p e fu lly  to  th in k  th a t perhaps, 
a f te r  a ll, th is  re a lly  was a w a r 
fo r  democracy.

In  order th a t the re  m ig h t be 
no doubt upon the m a tte r, the 
W est A fr ic a n  U n iv e rs ity  S tu ­
dents’ U n ion in  London inv ited  
the g a lla n t M a jo r to  come and 
te l l  them  th a t the A n ti-A x is  New 
O rder would extend to  them. The 
e rs tw h ile  leader o f the now ex­
t in c t  Labor O pposition assured 
these A fr ic a n s  th a t there would 
be no rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  in the 
app lica tion  o f the  princ ip les 
enunciated by M r. C h u rch ill and 
P resident Roosevelt. He a ff irm ­
ed th a t;

“ You w il l  no t find, in  the de­
c la ra tions which have b e e n  
made on beha lf o f the Govern­
m ent in  th is  coun try  on the 
w a r any suggestion th a t the 
freedom and social secu rity  fo r  
which we are fig h tin g  should be 
denied to  any o f the races o f 
m ankind. We arc f ig h tin g  th is  
w a r no t ju s t fo r  ourselves bu t 
fo r  a ll peoples.”

There was no th ing  equivocal 
about th is  statement, and the 
D a ily  H era ld , like  the A frican s , 
believed th a t M a jo r A ttle e  was 
speaking in the name o f the W ar 
Cabinet, fo r ,  re p o rtin g  h is speech 
in  the  issue fo r  A ug us t 16, 1941, 
they  gave i t  a splash headline on 
the f ro n t  page:

“ The A tla n tic  C harter —  I t  
Means D a rke r Races”  and t o l d  
th e ir  readers th a t “ colored peo­
ples, as w e ll as w h ite , w i l l  share 
the benefits o f the Roosevelt- 
C h u rch ill A tla n tic  C harte r.”

Th is , fo r  the colonies, was the 
best piece o f news since the w ar, 
and aroused trem endous en thu­
siasm among the 500 m illio n  co l­
ored peoples in  the E m pire . A t  
long l a s t  B r ita in  had accepted 
the equa lity  o f races as a fun da ­
m enta l p rinc ip le  o f her New O r­
der.

C H U R C H IL L ’S R E P U D IA T IO N
I t  was, however, too good to- be 

true . M r. C h u rch ill ve ry  qu ick ly  
a f te r  his re tu rn  fro m  the A t la n ­
t ic  m eeting made the position ab­
so lu te ly  clear. A ddressing t h e  
House o f Commons on September 
9 th , he le t i t  be known th a t po in t 
th ree  o f the A tla n tic  C h a rte r— 
“ the r ig h t  o f a ll peoples to  choose 
the fo rm  o f governm ent under 
w h ich they w i l l  liv e ” — applied 
on ly  to  the w h ite  peoples o f E u ­
rope liv in g  under N azi ru le .

“ A t  the A t la n t ic  m eeting,”  
he said, “ we had in m ind, p r im ­
a r ily ,  the res to ra tion  o f t h e  
sovere ignty, se lf - governm ent 
and na tiona l l i fe  o f the states 
and nations o f Europe now un ­
der the N azi yoke . . .  so th a t 
i t  is  qu ite  a separate problem 
from  the progressive evo lu tion 
o f se lf-gove rn ing  in s titu tio n s  
in  the reg ions and p e o p l e s  
w h ich  owe allegiance to t h e  
B r it is h  Crown.”

S tripped o f its  verbiage, th is  
s ta tem ent made i t  obvious th a t 
the Tories envisaged a perpe tua­
t io n  o f im peria lism  and a con ti­
nuation  o f th e ir  dom ination o f 
co lon ia l peoples a f te r  the y  had 
g o t r id  o f th e ir  German im p e ria l­
is t  r iv a l.

Thus the hopes o f the colon ia l 
peoples were qu ick ly  dashed, and 
th e ir  resentm ent and sense o f po l­
it ic a l f ru s tra t io n  rose once more 
to  the fo re , now in p ro po rtion  to 
the hopes which had been so 
fa lse ly  raised in  them.

The A fr ic a n  P ilo t  (N ov. 5, 
1941), lead ing  W est A fr ic a n  na­
tio n a lis t o r g a n ,  com m enting 
upon the above sta tem ent o f M r. 
C h u rch ill’s found i t  d if f ic u lt  to 
conceive:

“ T h a t a B r it is h  P rim e M in ­
is te r could u tte r  such a s ta te ­
m en t d u rin g  an unparalle led 
destructive  w a r which has cost 
colon ia l peoples th e ir  m a te ria l 
resources and m anpower is, in ­
deed, a reve la tion. W hat, now, 
m ust we expect to  be ou r fat® 
a fte r  the  w ar?  M us t we be­
lieve  in  p la titudes? . . . Indeed, 
the  ‘F ou r Freedoms’ m a y be 
said to  be good enough fo r  ‘ the 
S tates and nations o f Europe,’ 
b u t when the in te rp re ta tion s  
are applied to  us, ‘ th a t is  qu ite  
a separate problem .’ Good God! 
A nd  the w o r d s  are s tra ig h t 
f r o m  the  lip s  o f our P rim e 
M in is te r.”

B U R M A  T U R N E D  DO W N
The 21 m illio n  natives o f N ig ­

e ria  are no t alone in  the despon­
dency and a la rm  w h ich  M r. 
C hurch ill, m ore than any o ther 
in d iv id u a l, has e n g e n d e r e d  
th rou gh ou t the colored commun­
itie s  o f the B r it is h  E m pire . The 
17 m illio n  natives o f B urm a have 
made th e ir  fee lings p u b l i c  
th rou gh  the m edium  o f th e ir  i

P rim e M in is te r, U . S a w  . H is  
c la im  f o r  dom inion sta tus fo r  
Burm a was ca tegorica lly  re je c t­
ed by M r. C hurch ill and his un ­
derstudy, M r. A m ery, Secretary 
fo r Ind ia  and Burma.

“ B urm a ," U . S a w  declared, 
“ was b rough t in to  the  w ar by 
an ed ict o f the Governor. The 
elected representatives o f the 
people were no t consulted . . . 
I f  Burmese people w e r e  con­
vinced th a t they were fig h tin g  
fo r  th e ir  own freedom as well 
as fo r  th a t o f the  re s t o f the 
w orld , then there  can be no 
question about i t — B urm a ’s w a r 
e f fo r t  would be increased fo u r ­
fo ld .”  He made i t  p la in  th a t 
“ There is a sm all section o f

Burmese opin ion which believes 
tha t to aid B r ita in  w in  the w ar 
means to  aid B r ita in  to  keep 
us in subjection . . . There is 
another section, which, w h ile  i t  
cherishes no love fo r  the Jap ­
anese. feels tha t i f  i t  is B urm a ’s 
destiny to  rem ain a subject na ­
tion , then it m ig h t be be tte r to 
be governed by a nation tha t is 
o f the same blood and o f the 
same re lig ion .”
The position is the same w ith  

Ind ia . Even moderates like  S ir 
T e j Bahandur Sapru have b e e n  
compelled to  id e n tify  themselves 
w ith  the popu lar demand fo r  im ­
mediate se lf-de term ination .

C O L O N IA L  PEO PLES SEE
Everyw here fee lin g  is t  h e 

same. The co lon ia l people, even j 
the m ost backward, un like  m any I George Padmore
sophisticated people in  B r ita in  i democracy and freedom . T h e y  
who- ca ll themselves Socia list, are fee l in s tin c tive ly  th a t th is  con- 
no t deceived by a ll the ta lk  about ' f l ic t  is fundam enta lly  a quarre l

Black Market Diverts 
Rations From Workers
Masses Suffer, While Rich Live in Usual 
Luxury When Capitalists Control Rationing

B y D O N DORE
American workers will get 

their first taste of government 
rationing when sugar rationing 
goes into effect W'ithin the next 
few weeks. This is the begin­
ning of a policy which will cer­
ta in ly be extended to other 
necessities as the w a r goes on.

O stensibly, th is  ra tio n in g  w ill 
be undertaken to insure an equ it­
able d is tr ib u tio n  o f scarce com­
m odities and to p reven t price ex­
to rtio n . The lesson o-f B r ita in  
show's, however, th a t ra tio n in g  
under governm ent and c a p ita lis t 
con tro l lim its  the am ount o f goods 
which the masses m ay secure, bu t 
does no t p revent those w ith  la rge  
incomes fro m  ob ta in ing  a ll they 
w an t o f both necessities and lu x u ­
ries.

In  th a t country, where ra t io n ­
ing has been in e ffe c t since the 
s ta r t o f the w ar, the illega l, un­
derground B lack M arke t supplies 
the w ants o f the rich . So exten­
sive are these B lack M a rke t oper­
ations, ,and. so- lu xu rio u s ly  do the 
ric h  continue to  live  in  con trast 
to the w orkers, th a t a s torm  o f 
pro test la s t week compelled a 
fo rm a l recogn ition and denuncia­
tion  o f the B lack M a rke t in the 
House o f Commons and fro m  
various governm ent o ffic ia ls .

HO W  T H E  B L A C K  M A R K E T  
O P ER ATES FOR R IC H

Some details o f the operation 
o f the B lack M arke t in England 
are contained in  a London re ­
p o rt o f C ra ig  Thompson to  the 
New Y o rk  T im es, M arch 5. He 
cites an o ffic ia l re p o rt show ing 
th a t B lack M a rk e t operators are 
do ing a ye a rly  business estim ated 
conservative ly  a t 156,000,000 
pounds —  $624,000,000. They deal 
m a in ly  in  ra tioned  commodities, 
food, c lo th ing , tex tile s , gasoline, 
etc.

One o f the ch ie f reasons th a t 
ra tioned com m odities prove in ­
su ffic ie n t is th a t a g re a t am ount 
o f them  are sluiced o f f  into- the 
B lack M arke t, where they are 
easily obtainable —  a t g re a tly  
in fla te d  prices. Thus, as Raymond 
D an ie ll reported in  the New Y ork  
T imes, M arch 4:

“ Housewives stand d a ily  in long 
lines before bu tcher shops, some­
tim es go ing home em pty  hand­
ed. F o rm e rly  i t  was possible to  
eke ou t the ra tio n  o f a s h illin g  
tuppence w o rth  o f ra tioned m eat 
w ith  p o u ltry  o r ra b b it o r canned 
s tu ff,  b u t even th a t is w e ll n igh  
impossible now w ith o u t recourse 
to the ‘black m a rke t’ .”

Because o f the astronom ical 
prices on the B lack M arke t, how ­
ever, on ly  the w e ll-to -do ac tua lly  
have such “ recourse” .

C ra ig  Thompson te lls  how 
m any merchants obtain extra 
supplies o f ra tio n in g  coupons 
th rough  fra u d u le n t means, and 
then sell them  a t a handsome 
p ro fit to  ce rta in  selected custom ­
ers w ith  financ ia l resources. Thus, 
the w e a lth y  ob ta in  more coupons 
and more ra tions.

There has been a tremendous 
increase in so-called “ robberies”  
o f warehouses and stores, and the 
supplies thus obtained la te r  ap­
pear on the B lack M arke t. Thom p­
son states th a t: “ T h ieve ry  has 
become the so rt o f th in g  in  w h ich 
an ow ner —  even i f  on ly p a r tia lly  
covered by insurance —  often  
finds the p ro fits  o f consp iring  in 
the th e ft  o f  his own goods more 
a llu r in g  than the danger o f be­
in g  caught.”

“ F A V O R E D  CU STO M ERS”
He reports  fu r th e r  th a t:  “ B ig  

and sm all stores a like  o ften  sup­
p ly  favored customers —  the best 
w ay to  become a favored custom er 
is to  buy lo ts  o f unra tioned goods 
a t fan cy  prices —  and re ly  on the 
prov is ione r to  provide more ra ­
tioned s tu f f  than is le g a lly  a l­

lowed. Th is s o rt o f th in g  o ften 
resu lts  in in eq ua lity  o f d is tr ib u ­
tion , and there in  lies some o-f the 
cause o f com pla in ts .”

T h a t “ respectable”  business 
men are engaging in  the B lack 
M arke t operations is a ffirm ed  by 
A d m ira l S ir  W illia m  James, who 
posted an order c a llin g  on the 
people to  re p o rt instances o f “ pa­
rasites liv in g  in  sleek com fo rt on 
the proceeds o f i l l ic i t  dealings,”  
and made the. p a in fu l adm ission 
th a t “ one o f the saddest fea tu res 
is th a t some o f ou r men w ith  un ­
tarn ished records fo r  th ir t y  and 
fo r ty  years have succumbed to 
the in fection . . .”  (N ew  Y ork  
T im es, M arch 4).

U p to the present, those ap­
prehended fo r  B lack M arke t 
tra d in g  have been penalized on ly 
to the ex te n t o f pa y in g  a fir-e 
equal to  t r ip le  the am ount o f the 

| sale price o f the ille g a l goods 
they were caught se lling . Th is 
has been considered on ly  a sm all 
overhead expense in term s o f the 

I p ro fits  they have been m aking.

G O V E R N M E N T ’S CO NCERN 
In  the past week, there  has 

been some b lus te ring  in Com­
mons and in the B r it is h  ca p ita l­
is t press about invok in g  the death 
pena lty  and flo g g in g  fo r  B lack 
M arke t dealers. T h is  is gener­

a lly  regarded as mere ta lk , since 
the rich  and in flu e n tia l are too 
g re a tly  benefited by the B lack 
M arke t.

The governm ent’s “ concern”  
over the s itua tion  is in re a lity  an 
a ttem p t to head o f f  repercussions 
among the w orkers by an o ffic ia l 
show o f “ do ing som eth ing”  and 
to prepare the masses fo r  another 
threatened cu t in ra tions. Thom p­
son w rite s  th a t “ tigh tened re g ­
u la tions and fa r  heavier senten­
ces than  h ith e rto  have been pos­
sible are foreshadowed”  because 
“ i t  is recognized th a t th e ir  il le ­
ga l t r a f f ic  is a th re a t to  na tiona l 
m ora le th rough  the  creation o f 
b itte r  class fee lin g .”

The s itua tion  in  E ng land should 
serve as a w a rn in g  to  the A m e r­
ican w orkers  about the lik e ly  re ­
su lts  o f ra tio n in g  under ca p ita l­
is t  con tro l in  th is  country.

The in te rests o f the masses un­
der a system o f ra t io n in g  can be 
protected on ly  i f  ra tio n in g  is con­
ducted under the con tro l o f the 
masses themselves. Consumers 
com m ittees o f labor, fa rm e r and 
lower-m iddlet class organ izations 
m ust be established w hich w i l l  
have fu l l  con tro l o f a ll consumers 
supplies and com plete power to 
regulate, th e ir  d is tr ib u tio n  and 
prices. T h is  is the on ly  means o f 
ensuring aga inst the rise  o f the 
B lack M arke t in  th is  coun try  and 
o f guarantee ing th a t the  masses 
ob ta in  th e ir  share o f ava ilable 
liv in g  necessities.

Worried Taxpayer 
Gets Cave Ready

D ear E d ito r :—

I  am w orried . The o the r n ig h t when I  come home fro m  
w o rk  w h a t do you th in k  m y w ife  to ld  me? She to ld  me about 
an a rtic le  w r itte n  by a sc ientis t in  the newspaper about how 
the en tire  popu la tion  o f the U n ited  States could live  o f f  weeds 
i f  the w a r lasted long enough to  exhaust the  present food sources. 
A nd r ig h t  alongside th is  a rtic le  is a s to ry  by some b ra in  in  
the W a r D epartm ent which cla im s the  w a r m ay la s t fo r  tw en ty - 
five years.

A  couple o f days la te r m y  w ife  has another one. Th is 
is a fu ll-p a g e  spread o f p ic tu res fro m  the same paper show ing 
how to d ig  you rse lf a hole in  the ground to  hide fro m  bombs. 
One p ic tu re  shows a whole fa m ily  in  f ro n t  o f a cave which they 
dug ou t o f a h ills ide . The old man is sharpening a sm all axe 
w h ile  his wom an is cooking a chunk o f m eat over an open f ire .  
The kids are p la y in g  w ith  sm a ll baseball bats by h it t in g  each 
o the r over the conk. Underneath the p ic tu re  i t  says: “ The Jones 
fa m ily  is safe.”

Yesterday was another one. “ The Horses A re  Com ing Back.”  
I  fee l s o rry  fo r  them . I  fee l s o rry  because r ig h t  in  the same 
paper on page sixteen is an item  about camels. I t  seems the 
governm ent o f E g y p t is anxious to  re lieve the m eat shortage 
and im prove trade  re la tio ns  w ith  Sudan, w h ich  has a surp lus o f 
camels. I  never once ate horse meat, d id  you, E d ito r?  Maybe 
i t  would balance the weeds in  our fu tu re  d ie t, however.

T o n ig h t is w h a t made me w r ite  th is  le tte r. W hen I  come 
in  m y w ife  is lis te n in g  to  the rad io . Some skin-head in  W ash­
ing ton  w ith  a voice like  the Shadow is bea ting  his guns about 
how the whole cou n try  is f u l l  o f “ saboteurs”  and “ enem y-aliens”  
and “ fifth -co lu m n is ts ”  who are ask ing  fo r  h igh e r wrages and 
union recogn ition . I t  seems some o f these subversive elements 
borrowed enough dough on th e ir  sm all fa rm s  and fu tu re  crops 
to  pay up th e ir  p o ll- ta x  so as to  vote aga inst h im . H e sure 
was mad. He said the fu tu re  was da rk  fo r  hu m an ity  W'hen d ir ty  
tr ic k s  lik e  th a t could be played on h im . He also said th a t 
the F .B .I. was go ing to  th ro w  everyone in  ja i l  unless th ings  
changed. Everyone except h im  and h is  friends.

So here is w h a t we did. F ir s t  m y  w ife  looked over some 
p re tty  good weed spots about sixteen m iles fro m  tow n. W e 
in tend to  f ile  a c la im  on the qu ie t so as no t to  a ttra c t too much 
a tte n tio n  and cause a weed-rush. N e x t Sunday we are go ing 
ou t and prospect around fen- a good cave w ith  southern exposure 
and ru n n in g  w a te r. W ith o u t much troub le  we have p u t aside 
the fo llo w in g : 1 double b itte d  fa ll in g  axe, 1 f ig u re - fo u r  ra b b it 
snare, 2 sm all shovels (one round po in t, one square), 1 la n te rn  
and ten ga llons o f kerosene, 1 sp inn ing  wheel in  good condition, 
50 fa thom  o f rope, 1 set o f f l in t  and steel and 12 bound volumes 
o f N a tion a l Geographic magazine. Besides these m y w ife  go t 
ou t the p ic tu re  o f G randpa a t the B a ttle  o f San Juan H ill.  I t  

shows how to  ride  a horse i f  we catch one.
The M organ fa m ily  is ready. W h a t about you and you r 

readers? Perhaps th is  le tte r  w i l l  serve to  arouse people to the 
serious s itua tion  co n fro n tin g  the na tion . I t ’s tim e  to- act.

Y ours  tru ly ,
San Pedro, C a lif. B IL L  M O R G A N

between im p e ria lis t bandits fo r  a . 
re -d iv is ion  o f th e ir  countries; 
th a t they are m ere ly pawns in the 
in te rna tiona l game o f power po l­
itics.

Consequently, they w a n t to see I 
the end no t on ly o f aggressive 
fasc is t im peria lism  but qu ite  as 
much o f the old-established dem ­
ocra tic  “ peace-loving”  im p e ria l­
ism which, in the words o f the 
reso lu tion o f the Ind ian  N a tiona l 
Congress”  is ind is tigu ishab le  from  
fascist au tho rita rian ism ."

T H E Y  D E S P IS E  BO TH
The colored races w ish to ge t 

a ll I le tre n v o lk  w h ite  as well as 
ye llow — o ff  th e ir  backs. W h ile  
th e ir  sym pathies are w i t h  the 
Chinese people in t h e i r  heroic 

I f ig h t fo r  na tiona l lib e ra tio n  from  
Japanese im peria lism , i t  does not 
necessarily fo llo w  th a t they  are 
spurred to  support the A ng lo - 
A m erican powers. On the con­
tra ry , they despise them  as mucl 
as they do- the Japanese.

Even the th re a t from  Japan in 
A s ia  has no t a lte red the na rrow  
“ prestige”  outlook o f the B r it is h  
pukka sahibs. L ike  th e ir  French 
a llies o f yesterday, t h e y  would 
ra th e r be ( te m p o ra rily ) s tripped 
o f th e ir  colonies than make the 

| sm allest po litica l concession to 
I th e ir  colored slaves. H a d  t h e  

B r it is h  G overnm ent supported a 
move fo r  th e ir  independence 

: when the “ Men o f V ic h y ”  s o l d  
j th e ir  coun try  to  H itle r ,  the na- 
I tives o f Indo-China could have 
linked up w ith  China p rope r and 
Siam in an anti-Japanese a l l i ­
ance, and Japan would no t have 
been able to use Indo-China as a 
ju m p in g -o ff ground fo r  the a t ­
tack on M alaya.

P R E F E R R E D  JA P A N E S E
The s itua tion , however, m ig h t 

have been re trieved  even a fte r  
the Japanese had invaded Malaya 
i f  the B r it is h  Governm ent had o f ­
fered to  extend the p rinc ip les o f 
the A t la n t ic  C h a rte r to- the na­
tives o f th is  region. B u t to do 
th is  they would have had to  hand 

| back the lands w h ich  they have 
1 exp rop ria ted fro m  the natives fo r  
1 p lan ta tion  and m in ing  purposes. 
Instead, they p re fe rred  the Jap- 

1 anese to  take them  over and con­
tinue  th e ir  exp lo ita tion , as they 
always hope to  come back and 
resume where th e ir  ye llow  r iv a ls  
forced them  to  leave o ff.

Th is a tt itu d e  was made qu ite 
c lear in  Lo rd  M oyne’s te legram  
to  S ir M a rk  Y oung a fte r  the cap­
itu la tio n  o f H ong Kong. The Col­
onia l Secre tary ’s message in ­
dicated th a t the B r it is h  hoped to. 
re tu rn  a fte r  an enforced tem po r­
a ry  absence. There was no men­
tion  o f hand ing back the isand to 
the Chinese, even though Chiang- 
Kai-Shek is B r ita in ’s a lly , and 
H ong K ong is not a p a rt o f the 
B r it is h  isles!
S O C IA LIS M  W A Y  O U T

I t  is th is  d ie-hard im p e ria lis t 
a ttitu d e  which is responsible fo r  
the chaos in  B r it is h  a ffa irs  in 
the F a r East. “ Scorched e a rth ”  
po licy  fo r  these people is ju s t a 
bombastic figu re  o f speech. The 
owners o f the t in  mines and ru b ­
ber plantations, as the c ity  jo u r­
na lis ts  have unam biguously des­
cribed, are more concerned th a t 
¿heir p ro pe rty  should rem a in  in ­
ta c t than th a t Japan should be 
deprived o f the use o f th e ir  p rod­
ucts. They look ho pe fu lly  to ­
wards re s titu tio n  when the Jap ­
anese have been ousted fro m  
th e ir  present (te m p o ra ry ) occu­
pation.

Im pe ria lism  is incapable o f o f­
fe r in g  freedom  to  its  subject 
peoples. To do so would be to  
com m it k a ra -k ir i. O nly the So­
c ia l R evolu tion can b rin g  lib e ra ­
tion  to these people; on ly  a So­
c ia lis t Europe can o f fe r  to these 
m illions  o f brown, ye llow  and 
black races the p o ss ib ility  o f free ­
dom, in  o rder th a t, as free peo­
ples, they m ay v o lu n ta r ily  take 
th e ir  place as equals in  the com­
m u n ity  o f the W o rld  Federation 
o f S ocia lis t countries.
(R eprin ted fro m  the B r it is h  New 

Leader, Jan. 24, 1942).

Soviet Union 
Renews Cry for 
Second Front

(Continued fro m  page 1)
move on th e ir  p a rt would be in  
the’ na ture of a m in o r d iversion. 
The m ain b ru n t o f the Nazi of­
fensive would s t i l l  fa ll on the 
USSR. M eanwhile Japan’s hands 
are completely free. The Japan­
ese im peria lis ts  can s tr ik e  a t the 
Soviet F a r East whenever they 
choose.

W ith  S ta lin ’s policies the on ly 
perspective fo r  the Soviet Union 
is to continue waging a defensive 
strugg le against great odds since 
i t  cannot ga in decisive v ic to ry  
w ith  its  own unaided forces. How 
long can the USSR w ithstand 
such a te rr if ic  s tra in?  W hat w ill 
happen even i f  a fte r m any years 
o f b itte r  w arfare, i t  does emerge 
in  the camp of the victors?

S ta lin  w ith  h is hand to mouth 
po litics  foresees noth ing. The fact 
is tha t the fa te  o f the Soviet U n­
ion is by no means safeguarded 
in the event o f the m ost fa v o r­
able m il i ta ry  outcome o f the w ar

Indian Masses Must Call 
For Constituent Assembly
Independence Can Be Gained and Safeguarded Through Action 
Of Workers, Peasants, City Poor Organized Into Councils

The- eyes o f w ar-s tricken  m ankind are tu rn in g  
more and more toward Ind ia . For the tim e be­
ing. dip lom ats and negotiators occupy the spot­
ligh t and appear to play a decisive role. But th is  
is on ly an illus ion . The la te  of Ind ia  is now 
in  the hands of the Ind ian  masses.

The scu rry ing  o f nervous gentlemen at the top 
is to be observed in va ria b ly  on the eve of t ita n ic  
social convulsions. P o litic ians, editors and sooth­
sayers are pondering, e laborating and debating 
magic form ulas in  W ashington. London, B e rlin . 
Tokio , Moscow, Chunking. The aim  of a ll th is  
fra n tic  a c tiv ity  is to m obilize the m illio n s  of In ­
dian workers, peasants and pariahs in  one o f the 
r iv a l w a r camps. E ve ry th ing  is being taken in to  
account in the w o rld ’s chancelleries. E very th ing , 
except the needs and desires of the Ind ian  masses 
themselves.

B e g in n in g  to  A w aken
M eanwhile the un fo ld ing  events are im p e llin g  

precisely these masses to awaken and to begin 
leading a po litica l life  fo r the firs t tim e in h is­
to ry . Once set in  m otion these m illio n s  cannot 
be removed from  the ax-ena by means o f abstract 
slogans and promises o f freedom.

The Ind ian  peasants groaning under feudal and 
semi-feudal ty rann y  w il l  not lis ten  long to chatter 
about In d ia ’s independence w h ich  is no t accom­
panied by action g iv in g  them land and freeing 
them from  fore ign and na tive  oppressors. Who 
w il l  give land to the landless? W ho w ill shatter 
the im p e ria lis t and ag ra rian  bondage? Only the 
peasants themselves in  an alliance w ith  the Ind ian  
workers and the c ity  poor.

N a tu ra lly , no am ount of discussion or theory 
w ill convince the Ind ian  peasants o f th is . Through 
propaganda one can convince and w in  over thou­
sands, perhaps even hundreds of thousands. But 
the m any-m illioned masses can a rrive  at the cor­
rect conclusions on ly  through th e ir  own experi­
ence. They m ust test in  action the various par­
ties and programs. The task of the Ind ia n  van­
guard is to assist and guide the Ind ian  peasants 
and workers through th is  experience.

T he  C o n s titu e n t Assem bly
In  a country confronted w ith  the so lu tion of 

re vo lu tio n a ry  dem ocratic tasks the freest, clearest 
and sw iftest test of the contending class forces 
and po litica l parties is afforded e ithe r on the

arena of the Constituent Assembly, o r in  the 
strugg le lo r  the convocation of the la tte r.

Under the conditions of mass upsurge, the Con­
s titue n t Assembly is d ire c tly  subject to pressure 
from  below. Its  convocation makes it  impossible 
to postpone the so lu tion  of the ag rarian  problem 
and other bu rn ing  dem ocratic tasks; each pa rty  
is compelled to reveal its  genuine program ; the 
camouflage of rad ica l phrasos is stripped from  
reactionaries and th e ir  a llies in  the fu ll v iew  of 
the masses.

T h is is w hy the Russian bourgeoisie and its  
accomplices —  the Russian Mensheviks and So­
cia l-R evolution is ts  —  kept p u ttin g  o ff the Consti­
tuent Assembly in  1917, w h ile  the Bolsheviks, on 
the contrary, kept a g ita tin g  fo r it .  In  1925-1927 
the Chinese bourgeoisie under Chiang-Kai-shelt 
defeated the revo lu tion  because among other 
th ings they succeeded w ith  the help o f the S ta lin ­
ists in s t i f l in g  the m ovem ent fo r  the C onstituen t 
Assembly. T h is  made i t  a ll the easier fo r  Chiang 
to massacre the Chinese p ro le ta ria t. I t  is indeed 
welcome news that the In d ia n  T ro tsky is ts  have 
correctly  raised the slogan fo r the convocation 
of the C onstituent Assembly as one of th e ir  cen­
tra l slogans.

F o r W o rk e rs ’ an ti Peasants’ C ounc ils
The slogan of the C onstituent Assembly im m e­

d ia te ly  raises the problem ; Who w i l l  convoke i t  
and w ith  w hat program? It is by no means ex­
cluded that the Ind ia n  bourgeoisie itse lf, o r a 
section o f it m ay also raise th is  slogan. In  the 
hands of reaction i t  can become a te rrib le  trap  
fo r the masses.

The sole guarantee against th is  is the quickest 
possible organ ization of the population in to  gen­
u ine ly  representative bodies em bracing a ll the op­
pressed inc lud ing  the pariahs in  the v illages and 
in  the c ities . They w ill constitu te  in  essence 
W orkers’ and Peasants’ Councils. They m ust con­
vince the C onstituent Assembly. A g ita tion  fo r 
the im m ediate fo rm ation  of these Councils is an 
in te g ra l pa rt of a revo lu tiona ry  campaign fo r the 
C onstituent Assembly.

These lessons, draw n from  the experience of 
the revo lu tion  in  China —  a sem i-colonial coun­
t r y  w ith  feudal vestiges —  apply w ith  a ll the 
greater force to Ind ia , a colon ia l country  whose 
feudal s truc tu re  has been re inforced by B r it is h  
im peria lism .

Churchill’s 'O ffe r' Denies 
Independence To India

(Continued from, pape 1) 
ta in  lesser m atters a ris in g  out of 
our long association w ith  the fo r­
tunes o f the Ind ian  sub-conti­
nent.”

The significance of C hurch ill's  
reference to “ our ob ligations fo r 
the pro tection of m in o ritie s ”  is 
made clear by a B ritish -insp ire d  
statem ent o f the reactionary prop­
ertied-class Moslem League ea rlie r 
in  the week, th rea ten ing “ revo lt”  
i f  the B r it is h  governm ent granted 
independence to In d ia  w ith o u t 
p a r titio n in g  the country to pe rm it 
separate Moslem ru le  over large 
sections.

C h u rch ill was very cagey about 
o ffe rin g  a specific so lu tion  to the 
m in o ritie s  issue he raised. He 
stated tha t the “ W ar Cabinet 
have agreed un ited ly  upon conclu­
sions fo r present and fu tu re  ac­
t io n ”  to resolve the alleged H in - 
du-Moslem con flic t, but they are 
“ apprehensive”  about m aking the 
details pub lic  u n t il “ our scheme 
had a reasonable and practica l 
measure o f acceptance.”

C h u rch ill k n o w s  tha t his 
“ scheme" fo r roso lv ing the m in o r­
itie s  problems of Ind ia  would 
raise such a storm  among the In ­
dian masses th a t to reveal i t  now 
would destroy C ripps’ chance of

fo r  his “ dem ocratic”  a llies. T h is  
w ill not preserve the status quo, 
i.e.. assure the fu rth e r existence 
of the USSR even under S ta lin 's  
dom ination.

W hat w i l l  be the re la tion  of 
forces in  the w orld  i f  the A x is  is 
fin a lly  defeated but the Soviet 
Union has been drained and weak­
ened to the po in t of exhaustion? 
I t  w i l l  be so g rea tly  to  the d is­
advantage o f the w orkers ’ state 
tha t the v ic to rs  w i l l  be in posi­
tio n  to impose any demands and 
to w r in g  any concession up to 
and in c lud in g  the abo lition  o f the 
monopoly of fore ign trade, and 
the restora tion  of p riva te  prop­
erty. London and W ashington, 
once they begin ga in ing  m il ita ry  
ascendancy, w i l l  t r y  to impose 
these demands in the very course 
of the w ar itse lf.

The w orkers of Germany and 
Europe alone can open up another 
fro n t in  H it le r ’s rea r th a t w ill 
overth row  fascism and re a lly  safe­
guard the USSR. In  order to 
open up th is  fro n t i t  is  necessary 
to break w ith  the policies of S ta l­
in ism  and issue the revo lu tiona ry  
summons fo r  the strugg le fo r  the 
Socia list U n ited States of Europe.

sneaking over a deal behind the 
backs of the Ind ian  people.

The “ trea ty  ob ligations to the 
Ind ian  States.”  to wh ich the ques­
tion  of Ind ia 's  national independ­
ence is subject according to 
C hurch ill, re fers to t lie agree­
ments made w ith  the 500 native 
land-owning princes who ru le  as 
absolute monarchs over th e ir  p r in ­
c ipa lities . These princes w ill 
never agree to complete Ind ian 
independence, because they know 
that once the B r it is h  are out of 
Ind ia , the peasants they have ex­
ploited so long w il l  sweep them 
away in  sho rt order.

The “ lesser m atters a ris ing  out 
o f our long association w ith  the 
fortunes o f the Ind ian  sub-conti­
nent”  which C h urch ill cla im s 
must be disposed o f before his 
prom ise of "independence" can be ; 
fu lfilled , refers to B r it is h  contro l 
of In d ia ’s resources, production i 
fa c ilit ie s  and m arkets. C h u rch ill ■

proposes to give “ independence”  
to In d ia  on condition th a t the 
B r it is h  ru l in g  class be guaranteed 
the r ig h t  to continue its  exp lo it­
a tion  of the In d ia n  masses and its  
economic dom ination of the coun­
try .

The very fact tha t C h u rch ill 
has been forced to make h is la test 
promises, meaningless as they are, 
and to devise elaborate maneuvers 
and stratagem s in  an e ffo r t to 
w in  over the Ind ian  people, in d i­
cates how helpless the B r it is h  
ru lin g  class is to prevent the In ­
d ian masses from  seizing th e ir  na­
tiona l independence r ig h t  now.

C h u rch ill may make his em pty 
prom ises: Cripps may t r y  to sell 
these prom ises; the Ind ian  na­
t io n a lis t leaders may even agree 
to accept them. But th is  w i l l  not 
postpone fo r long the fina l settle­
ment of the issue w hich now lies 
in  the hands or the Ind ian  w o rk­
ers and peasants.
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Background Of The French Trials
Shaky Vichy Regime Stages Its Juridical 
Farce to Give a False Show of Strength

By M A R C  LO RIS
The Riom trials have finally begun after a long delay. The 

chief defendants are former Premier l.eon Blum, former Premier 
Daladier and the former Commander in Chief of the French 
Armies. General Maurice Gamelin. They are accused of respon­
sibility for the defeat of France by Germany. Blum is accused 
of having neglected the m ilitary preparation of his country. 
D alad ie r is accused o f having ®
th row n  his country in to  a w a r fo r  ! th is  way as w ell as others, to im i-

, . , , . I ta le  the dicta tors,which he knew i t  was not p repa r- |
ed, and Gamelin is accused o f REASO NS FOR T H E  T R IA L S
respons ib ility  fo r  the m il ita ry  j  W hat are the reasons fo r these
weakness o f the a rm y o f France j  t l i a l s ?  A b o v e  a 1 1 -  ‘ ‘  i s . t o  6 i v e  l b e

appearance of a u th o rity  to the
in  1939. | p eta j n governm ent w h ich  is sadly

The accused are being tr ie d  \ ¡n need o f it. Im m ediate ly a fte r 
under the provis ions o f a special the m il ita ry  debacle the team of 
decree issued by the governm ent Petain-W eygand-Laval, d ire c tly  re- 
o f V ichy. The tr ib u n a l its e lf  is presenting the most serious sec- 
not a re g u la r one, bu t is a cou rt ! lio n  of the French bourgeoisie, 
o f ju s tice  established especially I brushed aside the en tire  republi- 
fo r  th is  purpose by the govern- can and dem ocratic apparatus, 
ment. Moreover, three m onths and took the power in to  th e ir  own 
ago the Retain governm ent, in  a , hands, w ith  absolute disregard of 
special decree o ff ic ia lly  declare 1 the c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f th e ir  ac- 
th a t the accused were a lready ' tion.
g u ilty .

The tr ia ls  are ta k in g  place in 
a sm all tow n o f an old French 
province, p ra c tica lly  cu t o f f  from  
the outside w orld . D u rin g  the 
period o f the tr ia ls , strangers are 
n o t being adm itted to the town. 
A ltho ug h  the t r ia ls  are declared 
open to the public, th is  can be 
judged by w h a t an Am erican 
jo u rn a lis t cables: “ Ten seats in 
the c o u rt w i l l  be reserved fo r  the 
public, bu t i t  is understood th a t 
the occupants w ill be appointed 
in  ro ta tio n  fro m  a group o f o f­
fic ia ls .'’

The Petain government has 
also taken care of the press. D a ily  
in s tru c tion s  are given out by the 
Bureau of Censorship to French 
newspaper men, in d ica tin g  even 
the "com m entaries”  w h ich are to 
accompany the reports  o f the 
tr ia l.  Our epoch has seen not a 
few such mockeries of justice, and 
today the senile Petain tries  iu

Since then, the h is to ry  o f the 
Petain governm ent has been one 
of impotence. I ts  ea rlie r vague 
prestige disappeared before mass 
oppression and poverty. Even the 
functionaries of the ad m in is tra ­
tion  do not always execute th e ir  
orders w ith  good grace. There is 
g ru m b ling  even in  the ranks of 
the police. In  the schools the stu­
dents tear down the pictures of 
Marshal Petain.

Unable to enforce his a u th o rity  
in a positive way, Petain has de­
cided to give h im se lf prestige by 
means of contrast, through debas­
ing  and defam ing h is  predeces­
sors.

M IL IT A R Y  P R E P A R A T IO N  
OF F R A N C E

The task of the judges in  Riom 
is no t to deal w ith  technical fa u lts  
in (lie m il ita ry  preparations of 
France. The tr ia ls  are above a ll 
p o litica l. In  essence, they repre­
sent the revenge of the bourgeoisie

fo r th e ir  te rr ib le  fear in  June 
1936.

Thus, the ind ic tm en t accuses 
B lum  and Dalad ier of having giv­
en planes to Republican Spain. 
I f  we pe rm it ourselves fo r a mo­
ment to consider the m il ita ry  in ­
terests of France, th is  accusation 
is absurd. The French govern­
ment gave Spain a t most a few 
dozen planes, and these were the 
most outdated types. Germany 
gave Franco between 20 to SO 
tim es more arm s than France 
gave to the Republicans. Never­
theless th is  did not prevent Ger­
many from  defeating France! In 
fact, the Spanish w ar was fo r the 
German h igh command a m arve l­
ous field fo r war experience and 
excellent preparation fo r the ap­
proaching w orld  war.

As fo r the s trikes o f 1936. the 
tim e lost represented a neglig ib le 
frac tion  o f the to ta l labor tim e 
in the five years before the W orld  
W ar. ce rta in ly  much less than 
one-thousandtli. As fo r the in f lu ­
ence of the “ re fo rm s"— the 40- 
hour week, the wage increases, 
etc..— production figures which 
have been published leave no 
doubt: w a r production, fa r from  
being retarded, increased:— the 
1 tosses had to modernize th e ir  
m achinery, as a resu lt of which 
production speeded up in 1937. 
Thus, even i f  we judge from  the 
standpoint of the defense of 
France, the “ techn ica l”  accusa­
tions o f the Riom  prosecutors are 
absolutely absurd.

T H E  R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  
OF T H E  H IG H  C O M M A N D

Among the numerous causes 
which have contribu ted to the de­
feat of France, the incapacity  of 
the m il ita ry  chiefs does not oc­
cupy the last place. And Marshal 
Peta in d id  not occupy the last 
place among these chiefs. Petain 
was Commander-in-Chief o f the 
A rm y  from  1923 to 1931. Then he 
was inspector of defense from  
1931 to 1934. He was M in is te r of 
W ar fo r most of 1934. F ina lly , 
the M arshal was president of the 
Commission of N ational Defense

Murray Opposes Strikes 
As Bosses H it A t  Labor
Radio Talk Emphasizes No-Strike Policy 
In Midst of Intensified Anti-Labor Drive

CIO President Philip Murray’s radio address on March 6 
was an assurance to the employers and the administration that 
the lop CIO leadership is prepared to submit lo the dictates of 
the employers and \\ ar Labor Board regardless ol the conse­
quences for the workers, and to aid in curbing any militant rank 
and file struggles in defense of the workers’ interests.

H is speech was p a r tic u la r ly  l r -  
s ig n ifica n t because i t  came in the 
m id s t o f the cruc ia l W a r Labor 
Board discussions o f the C IO 's
demands fo r  general wage in ­
creases and the union shop, and 
as the em p loying class offensive 
aga inst labo r gathered m om ent­
um.

M u rra y  called on the w orkers 
to  “ W ork , W ork , W o rk ! Produce, 
P roduce!”  and renewed the “ so­
lem n agreem ent”  to uphold a no- 
s tr ik e  po licy which the union 
leadership has made w ith  the em ­
ployers and governm ent behind 
the backs o f the union m ember­
ship, -w ithou t th e ir  consulta tion 
o r consent.

The speech la rg e ly  ignored the 
cu rre n t open shop d rive  o f the 
bosses, em phasizing instead la ­
bor’s resp on s ib ility  fo r  keeping 
production go ing w ith o u t loss o f 
p roduction-tim e “ f r o  m a n y 
cause.”  I ts  ch ie f e ffe c t w il l be to 
encourage the em ployers’ cam ­
paign to raise w a r production 
and w a r p ro fits  a t the expense o ' 
the w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  and liv in g  
standards.

R E P U D IA T E S  STRUG G LES 
OF OW N R A N K  A N D  F IL E

M u rra y  com plained th a t th< 
“ profiteers, reactionaries and ap­
peasers”  are spreading a “ fog  I 
o f propaganda”  ahout s tr ike s ; | 
bu t a t the same tim e he gave ( 
am m unition  to the em ployers by | 
re p ud ia tin g  his own members 
who have been forced to s tr ik e  | 
in  increasing thousands in the \ 
past few  weeks in  an e f fo r t  to 
m a in ta in  th e ir  un ion conditions.

He declared th a t “ there has not 
been a single authorized s tr ike  
in  a w a r in du s try  arid a ll the ef 
fo r ts  o f the CIO and its  unions 
have been directed to ending a t 
once such m inor incidents as have 
occurred.”

Instead o f p lacing the respon­
s ib ili ty  fo r  s trikes  on the should­
ers o f ¡he em ployers who have 
been using the w a r program  as a 
p re te x t fo r  sm ashing down on 
the  workers. M u rra y  attacked 
the w orkers  fo r  conducting “ un­
au thorized1’ s trikes. lie  sought 
to in g ra tia te  h im se lf and the 
un ion leadership w ith  the A d m in ­
is tra tio n  by po in ting  to the e ffec­
tive  m anner in which the union 
leaders have ended “ m inor in c i­
dents,”  th a t is, policed the unions 
fo r  the employers.

To the reactionaries ’ a ttem p t 
to blame the w orkers fo r  ho ld ing 
back production, M u rra y  should 
have answered— bu t d id n 't—by

tu rn in g  both barre ls on the m on­
opolists and w a r pro fiteers, who 
have caused the break-down - f  
whole industries  fo r  m onths on
end.

The po licy of the top CIO lead­
ers, as stated by M urray, would 
leave the w orkers defenseless be­
fore the open shop corporations. 
I t  would deprive the w orkers of 
effective means of p ro tecting  
th e ir  l iv in g  standards in  the face 
o f r is in g  prices and the open 
shop offensive. T h e  workers 
would be forced to re ly  on the 
“ good w i l l ”  of a W ar Labor Board 
slacked in  advance against them 
as th e ir  on ly “ hope”  of ga in ing 
th e ir  justified  demands.

W O R KER S’ F IN A L  S A Y
T lie  "m in o r inc idents" to which 

M urray  referred, however, in ­
dicate that the m ilitan t, union 
ranks s t i l l  w a n t to p u t up a figh t. 
These "m in o r incidents”  are a 
sign th a t the union members have 
not as yet said th e ir  final word

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Prices

about the “ solemn agreement”  of 
the leaders to surrender the 
w orkers’ r ig h t to s trike .

I t  the CIO workers are to w in  
th e ir  ju s t demands fo r increased 
wages and the union shop, i f  they 
are to preserve the gains made in  
years of b itte r  struggle, they w ill 
have to repudiate the abject po l­
icies o f th e ir  present leaders. 
They w il l  have to demand an end 
to dependence upon governm ent 
agencies and t lie  “ good w i l l ”  of 
the em ployers to safeguard la ­
bor’s in terests. As always, the de­
fense o f the w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  and 
standards continues to depend on 
th e ir  own independent organized 
strength and the use when nec­
essary of every effective and tra ­
d ition a l method of un ion struggle, 
iuc lud ing  the s trike .

from  the end of 1934 to February, 
1939, s ix m onths before the war 
started.

D u rin g  a ll tha t period, he made 
very precise and w e ll known de­
cla rations against a too great mo­
to riza tion  of the arm y, against 
the organization of' av ia tion  as an 
independent arm  o f the m il ita ry  
machine, against the use of tanks 
as the m ain offensive force, a- 
ga inst the fo rtif ic a tio n  of the Se­
dan breach. We can be sure tha t 
ne ithe r B lum  nor Pa lad ier ever 
dared to make any decision on 
these m il ita ry  problems, and tha t 
a ll the decisive powers were en­
t ire ly  and absolutely in the hands 
of the French high command, 
where the in fluence o f Petain was 
dom inant.

The a ttitud e  of General Gamelin 
at the t r ia l throw s abundant lig h t 
upon th is  question. The General. 
Com m ander-in-Chief of the French j 
Arm ies, should know som ething 
about the causes of the defeat. A t 
the very firs t session of the tr ia l,  
he declared that he would remain 
s ilen t du rin g  a ll the debates, since 
he could not perm it th a t the arm y 
be judged!

B u t th a t is not a ll. The plot 
th ickens when we learn tha t the 
decree by which the special court 
was created had been altered a 
short t im e  before the tr ia l,  in  o r­
der to enable the court to prevent 
the discussion of m il ita ry  opera­
tions. In  o ther words, the V ichy 
government d ire c tly  perm itted, i f  
not ordered, Gamelin to shut up.

Here is the most positive proof 
o f an agreement between Petain 
and Gamelin in  order to prevent, 
the respons ib ility  of the high 
command from  being exposed. 
Petain and Gam elin are covered 
by a pledge o f m utua l amnesty. 
Gamelin d id  not even blush when 
he invoked "h on o r”  to ju s t ify  liis  
silence.

A  GOOD O BJECT LESSON
This hypocritica l agreement be­

tween Petain and Gamelin teaches 
us another lesson; the real s truc­
tu re  of the bourgeois state. The 
B iom  judges w il l  condemn dem­
ocracy, v i l i f y  the Republic; they 
w ill drag through the mud a ll the 
ideals which the bourgeoisie fo r50  
years have tr ie d  to  impose upon 
the masses, in  the name o f which 
they  have a lw ays paralyzed th e ir  
social stmrggles. B u t no t a single 
word w i l l  be said aga inst tho 
a rm y —  the h igh  command.

Here is an excellent object les­
son. The bourgeoisie reveals the 
real source of its  power, the core 
o f its  state, th a t is, the armed 
forces. As fo r “ democracy”  and 
the “ Republic,”  they are noth ing 
but ornam ental draperies which 
conceal the real machine of power 
in  order to deceive the masses. 
When the draperies have become 
faded and tattered, they are s im ­
p ly  th row n in to  the garbage can 
by the bourgeoisie, bu t the m il­
ita ry  machine rem ains. “ Do no t 
T ouch !”  Such is, in  a few words 
the excellent lesson th a t the Riom 
tr ia ls  teach the w orkers no t on ly 
in France b u t th roughou t the 
w orld .

C O W A R D IC E  OF T H E  
FR E N C H  C A P IT A L IS T S

The Riom tr ia ls  teach us s t i l l  
another th in g ; the extreme cow-

LE O N  B LU M

ardiee o f the French bourgeoisie. 
B lum  is accused of having con­
sented to the social reform s of 
June 1936. But w hat did the 
French bourgeoisie do at tha t per­
iod?

They "played dead.”  When tlie 
workers occupied the factories, 
the bosses p rom ptly  signed any­
th in g  the workers demanded. In  
the days of revo lu tiona ry  tension 
d u rin g  June 1936. the bourgeoisie 
qu ie tly  drove out in to  the coun try­
side. They fe lt the bu rn ing  breath 
of t lie  revo lu tion  pass over Paris, 
and did not move even th e ir  l i t t le  
fingers. They demonstrated ex­
cellent bourgeois po litica l judg ­
ment. The s ligh test resistance on 
th e ir  part would have provoked a 
p o lit ic a l explosion. Instead the 
movement was vanquished by the 
conc ilia to ry  po licy  o f Leon Blum . 
W ith o u t conc ilia tion  i t  would 
have been an open and armed 
struggle. In  the d irec t sense of 
the term , B lum  saved the bour­
geois s truc tu re  from  the workers ' 
assault. The most responsible or 
gans o f the bourgeoisie qu ick ly  
recognized th is  fact. In  Hie in ­
terest o f tru th , however, we must 
add tha t B lum  could not. have ac­
complished his task w ith o u t the 
active collaboration of the S ta lin ­
ists.

“ AS W E L L  AS T H E Y  C O U LD ”
Later, the bourgeoisie took hack, 

piece by piece, w hat they had been 
obliged to grant under pressure 
Discouraged and deceived, the 
workers retreated, and fina lly  
were precip ita ted in to  the W orld 
W ar. Now the concilia tors, hav­
ing  achieved the collapse of the 
revo lu tion , have, in  th e ir  tu rn , 
fallen under the blows of the reac­
tion. T h is  is a ve ry  well-known 
phenomenon in  the mechanics of 
class struggle. The Riom  tr ia ls  
w r ite  “ fin is ”  to th is  story.

The bourgeoisie has no th ing  fo r 
w h ich  to reproach Dalad ier or 
B lum . They have defended the 
c a p ita lis t system  as w e ll as they  
could, when a ll o ther methods 
were made impossible. I f  the con­
c ilia to rs  are responsible fo r  de­
fea t, i t  is fo r  the defeat o f -the 
revo lu tion .

To draw  the  lessons o f th is  de­
fea t, to exp la in  them  p a tie n tly  to 
the w o rk in g  masses, such is the 
fundam enta l task o f the revo lu ­
tion is ts  in  France now. I f  they 
learn how to solve th is  task, a fte r  
the dread fu l ordeals o f the p re ­
sent reaction, the re v o lt o f the 
oppressed people w i l l  he so deep 
and so te rr ib le  th a t there w i l l  be 
no Da lad ier, no B lum  o r no Tho- 
rez capable o f th w a rtin g  it .

GPU Lynch Campaign Is 
On International Scale
Seeks to Destroy Anti-Fascist Opponents 
Of Stalinism by Incitations to Violence

B y W IL L IA M  F . W A R D E
The Stalinist GPU through its various national sections and 

sympathetic agencies has launched a new campaign of slander 
and violence against its opponents within the labor movement.

In Mexico the Communist press has singled out for attack 
Grandizo Muniz, Marceau Pivert, Victor Serge, Julian Gorkin 
and Gustav Regler, and demanded their "suppression”  as "fifth
colum nists ,”  “ agents o f H it le r , ” i>-------------------------------------------------------
‘■gangsters,”  “ spies" and "sabot- j lr ia ls  am| purg.es as E x-Am bas- 
eurs. A group o f deputies, h y p o -| sador Davies. «M ission to M os. 
c r it ic a lly  c la im in g  to be dem- c o w » 
oc ra tic ”  bu t in  re a lity  agents o f j
the C om m unist P a rty , has in tro ­
duced a reso lu tion  in to  the M ex­
ican Chamber o f Deputies, de­
m anding the expulsion o r im p r i­
sonment o f these refugees.

The Com m unist press has pub­
lished open incitem ents to  assas­
s ination by ca llin g  fo r  the fo rm a ­
tion  o f “ V ig ila n te  Com m ittees”  
to- deal w ith  these ind iv idua ls.

T h is  cam paign o f provocations 
is iden tica l w ith  th a t preceding 
the M ay 24, 1940 m achine-gun 
ra id  on T ro ts k y ’s house by a V ig ­
ilan te  gang led by the Mexican 
Com m unist, D a v i d  Siquieros, 
w h ich resu lted in the m urder o f 
Sheldon H arte , T ro ts k y ’s body­
guard, and a fte rw a rds  in  the as­
sassination o f T ro ts k y  h im se lf by 
an agent o f the GPU.

A ll five o f these a n ti-fa sc is t 
refugees have long records o f 
service in the in te rna tiona l labor 
m ovem ent; several fo u g h t arm s 
in hand aga inst the fasc is ts  in 
Spain; a ll have prices placed on 
th e ir  heads by H itle r ,  F ranco or 
P e ta in .' We so lidarize ourselves 
w ith  the pro test sent to President 
Camacho o f Mexico la s t m onth 
by more than 225 noted A m e r­
ican labo r and lib e ra l leaders, o r 
beha lf o f these v ic tim s  o f the 
S ta lin is t cam paign o f characte i 
assassination.

C A M P A IG N  IN  B R IT A IN
In  England the Com m unist 

P a rty  has ordered its  member? 
“ to  tre a t the T ro tsky is ts  as you 
would a N az i.”  They have used 
physica l violence aga ins t sales­
men o f the T ro ts k y is t and other 
labor papers. The fiunda il M s- 
patch, owned by l'ascist-minded 
Lo rd  Rotherm erc, the B rit is h  
equiva lent o f H earst, has repeat­
ed the S ta lin is t slanders against 
the T ro tsky is ts  to  ju s t i fy  its  
cam paign fo r  the repression o f 
a ll m il ita n t  w orkers.

Now the S ta lin is ts , under cover 
o f jin g o  prejudices in flam ed by 
the w a r, are extending th e ir  
poisonous ac tiv itie s  to the U n ited  
States. The sole ed ito ria l in  the 
D a ily  W orke r o f M ar. 2 viciously- 
attacked Serge, M un iz and th e ir  
d e f e n d  ers and recommended 
“ stern measures”  aga inst them  
The S ta lin is t leaders seek to take 
advantage o f the heroic re s is t­
ance o f the Red A rm y  to- v i l i f y ,  
te rro rize , and ge t r id  o f th e ir  
po litica l opponents. H igh  govern­
m ent au tho rities  no t on ly  look 
w ith  indulgence upon these a t ­
tem pts b u t even lend “ ideo log i­
ca l”  assistance by  approv ing  the 
pub lica tion  o f such whitewashe: 
o f S ta lin ’s in fam ous Moscow

T H E  M A IN  TA R G E TS
The T ro tsky is ts , now as a l­

ways. are the m ain ta rge ts  o f 
these attacks. Opponents o f S ta l­
in is t  policies in  the labor move­
m ent whose ideas d if fe r  from  
ours arc designated by the S ta l­
in is t  press as “ T ro ts k y is ts .”  The 
S ta lin is t lynch cam paign against 
us has been rendered d if f ic u lt  by 
the governm ent t r ia l  and convic­
tion  o f the T ro ts k y is t leaders in 
M inneapolis as re v o lu tio n a ry  so­
c ia lis ts , as “ fo llow e rs  o f V . I. 
Lenin and Leon T ro ts k y ”  who 
“ accept as the ideal fo rm u la  fo r  
the c a rry in g  ou t o f th e ir  said ob­
jectives the Russian R evolution 
o f 1917.”

B u t the leaders o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  in th is  coun try , as 
in others, are obliged to under­
take th is  slander cam paign under 
supervision o f the GPU and in 
compliance w ith  the  reac tiona ry  
policies o f S ta lin ’s regim e. In  ex­
change fo r  p ro ffe red  m a te ria l 
support and p o lit ic a l f la t te ry ,  
S ta lin  has sold the services o f 
the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l to  
his c a p ita lis t a llies. D u rin g  the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pact, the Com m un­
is t  parties, fo llo w in g  S ta lin ’s in ­
s tructions, opposed Roosevelt 
and C h u rc h ill’s polic ies w h ile  
they rem ained s ilen t about H i t ­
le r ’s crimes. In  Nazi-occupied 
countries names and addresses o f 
re vo lu tio n a ry  opponents to Com- 
m u n l s t  P a rty  policies were 
handed over to the Gestapo.

Today the C om m unist P arties, 
again fo llo w in g  S ta lin ’s orders 
are p e rfo rm in g  s im ila r chores fo r  
the A llie d  • governm ents. They 
act as strikeb reakers  and agents 
o f the bosses in  the trade-unions. 
They do not— and w il l  no t— hes­
ita te  to  act as fingerm en against 
m il ita n t  w orkers. T h e ir slander 
cam paigns aga ins t the  T ro ts k y ­
ists are designed to  create a fa v ­
orable atm osphere to enable the ifi 
to  c a rry  ou t these assignments 
w ith  im p u n ity .

T H E Y  H A T E  O UR P O LIC IE S
The S ta lin is ts  persecute us 

T ro tsky is ts  w ith  such savage 
hatred because we are the m ost 
relentless and uncompromising- 
opponents o f th e ir  reactionary  
and treacherous policies in  the 
labor movement. W e alone a- 
mong the w o rk in g  class parties 
c a rry  fo rw a rd  the s tru g g le  fo r  
the in te rests o f the w o rk in g  
masses in the s p ir it  o f revo lu ­
tio n a ry  in te rna tiona lism . W c un­
con d itiona lly  defend the Soviet 
U nion. A t  the same tim e  wc cx-

pose and condemn the domestic 
and fo re ig n  polic ies o f S ta lin  
w h ich serve to  underm ine th a t 
defense. We ca ll fo r  the estab­
lishm en t o f a W orke rs ’ and F a r­
m ers ’ G overnm ent in  the U n ited  
States which can in s titu te  social­
ism in place o f c a p ita lis t anarchy 
and we f ig h t a ll fo rm s  o f fascism  
to- the death.

These T ro ts k y is t ideas are 
pe ne tra ting  the ranks o f the 
Com m unist P a rty . The S ta lin is t 
slanders and fa ls ifica tio ns  are 
calculated to  p reven t th e ir  duped 
fo llow ers  fro m  le a rn ing  the t ru th  
about T ro tsky ism .

T h e  poisonous propaganda 
spread by the S ta lin is ts  aga inst 
us repeats the lies used against 
re vo lu tio n a ry  socia lists by the 
im p e ria lis ts  and th e ir  agents in 
the la s t w a r. In  the days o f the 
Russian R evolu tion Lenin and 
T ro ts k y  were ind ic ted by K erens­
k y  as “ agents o f the German 
General S ta ff.”  K a r l L iebknech t 
was denounced in  G erm any as a 
“ paid agent o f the E n ten te .”  
Eugene V. Debs was branded as 
an agen t o f the K a ise r fo r  op­
posing the w a r in  th is  coun try . 
Today every m il ita n t  w o rk e r w ho 
stands up fo r  the r ig h ts  o f labo r 
is liab le  to  be accused by c a p ita l­
is t reactionaries and S ta lin is ts  o f 
“ sabotage”  a n d  “ a id in g  t h e  
A x is .”

T H E  S TR U G G LE  
A G A IN S T  F A S C IS M

The T ro ts k y is t record o f s tru g ­
gle  aga ins t fascism  is unim peach­
able. The Germ an T ro ts k y is ts  
now im prisoned in  H it le r ’s ja ils  
and concentra tion camps te s t ify  
to ou r un dy ing  opposition to  fa s ­
cism. So do the  T ro ts k y is ts  who 
died fig h tin g  in  the f r o n t  lines a- 
ga inst F ranco in  the Spanish 
C iv il W ar. So does Jean M eich- 
le r, F rench T ro ts k y is t recen tly  
shot as a hostage by the Germans 
in  occupied Paris.

No one has assisted the fa s ­
cists in the past decade m ore 
than the S ta lin is ts . W h ile  T ro t ­
sky was u rg in g  a genuine f ig h t­
in g  un ited f ro n t  o f labor to  beat 
down the Nazis before H it le r  
came to  power, the S ta lin is t 
leaders were p repa ring  to  s u r­
render w ith o u t a ba ttle  and boas­
t in g  th a t: “ A f te r  H it le r  w i l l  
come ou r tu rn .”  W h ile  the T ro ts ­
ky is ts  warned the Spanish and 
F rench w orkers  aga ins t coa litio n  
w ith  the c a p ita lis t pa rties, the 
S ta lin is ts  were p ro m o tin g  the 
P opu lar F ro n t po lic ies w h ich 
doomed both' “ democracy”  and 
the labo r m ovem ent to  destruc­
tion  by fascism . S ta lin ’s pact en­
abled H it le r  to  ove rrun ' Europe, 
to dem oralize the w o rk in g  mass­
es, and to take  the Soviet U n ion 
by surp rise  w ith  his a ttack.

N ow  the S ta lin is ts  crown th e ir  
crim es aga inst the w o rk in g  class 
by g iv in g  “ a ll-o u t”  suppoi-t to  
the policies o f Roosevelt and 
C h u rch ill— and a tta c k in g  those 
who rem a in  tru e  to  t lie  revo lu ­
t io n a ry  socialism  o f Len in , L ie b ­
knecht and T ro tsky .

No lies, persecutions o r m u r­
ders by the S ta lin is t gang w i l l  
p reven t us fro m  c a rry in g  on our 
s tru g g le  fo r  socialism .

C.P. Begins Lynch Campaign In  Cleveland
(Continued from  page 1)

the union leaders to  place the in te rests o f the w a r machine above 
eve ry th in g  else. W ha t the S ta lin is ts  mean by “ labo r u n ity ”  today 
is unquestioning acceptance o f every proposal advanced by the union 
leaders, even when those policies are con tra ry  to  the w orkers ’ in ­
terests and decided on bu reaucra tica lly  behind the back o f the 
workers.

The T ro ts k y is t trade un ion po licy is the opposite o f the S ta lin ­
is t po licy, as expounded by Roy Hudson, th e ir  trade union expert, 
in  the D a ily  W orker, M arch 3: “ S trikes  He lp H it le r , ”  he said, 
“ because they hinder the w a r.”  The S ta lin is ts  say th a t the T ro t­
sky is ts ’ support o f the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  makes them  “ H it le r ’s agents.”  
W e ll, th a t’s exactly  w h a t the d ie-hard open shoppers o f L it t le  Steel 
and the po ll-ta x  congressmen like  S m ith  o f V irg in ia  say no t on ly 
o f the T ro tsky is ts , b u t o f every w o rke r who tr ie s  to- make trade 
un ionism  som eth ing more than a rubber stam p fo r  the bosses.

The th ird  “ p ro o f”  o f the S ta lin is ts :
“ P resenting the T ro ts k y is ts ’ a tt itu d e  tow ard the w ar, James 

P. Cannon, N a tion a l Secretary, a ttem p ts  to  d r ive  a wedge between 
the U n ited N ations by fa lse ly  cha rac te riz ing  the  w a r e f fo r t  o f the 
U n ited States and B r ita in  as im p e ria lis t in  character.”

Cannon’s “ S tatem ent On the W a r”  was a M a rx is t analysis o f 
the causes o f tho second w o rld  w a r, rep rin ted  by T H E  M IL IT A N T  
fro m  the January, 1942 issue o f F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l. The s ta te ­
ment. declared th a t “ F o llow ing  Lenin, it. made no d iffe rence to  us 
w h ich im p e ria lis t b a nd it f ire d  the f irs t  shot.”  The characterization 
o f the w a r o f the c a p ita lis t countries “ as an im p e ria lis t w a r”  was 
“ determ ined fo r  us by the character o f the sta te  powers involved 
in it .  They were a ll c a p ita lis t states in  the epoch o f im p e ria lism ; 
themselves im p e ria lis t —  oppressing o ther nations o r peoples —  or 
sa te llites  o f im p e ria lis t powers. The extension o f the w a r to  the 
P acific  and t lie  fo rm a l e n try  o f the U n ited States and Japan change 
no th ing  in th is  basic analys is .”

But, Cannon’s s ta tem ent drew  a sharp d is tinc tion  between its  
characteriza tion  o f the w a r conducted by the c a p ita lis t states and 
the w a r conducted by  the Soviet U n ion and China!

“ We defend the Soviet U n ion. The Soviet Un ion is a w o rke rs ’ 
sta le , a lthough degenerated under the to ta lita r ia n -p o lit ic a l ru le  o f 
the K rem lin  bureaucracy. O n ly tra ito rs  can deny suppo rt to  the 
Soviet w o rke rs ’ state in its  w a r aga ins t fasc is t Germ any. To de­
fend the Soviet U nion, in  sp ite  o f S ta lin  and aga ins t S ta lin , is to 
defend the nationalized p ro p e rty  established by the October revo­
lu tion . T h a t is a progressive w a r.”

The statem ent also characterized China ’s w a r aga inst Japan 
as progressive because i t  is “ a colonial coun try , b a ttl in g  fo r  na­
tio n a l independence aga inst an im p e ria lis t power. A  v ic to ry  fo r  
China would be a tremendous blow aga ins t a l l im peria lism , in s p ir­
ing  a ll colon ia l peoples to th ro w  o f f  the im p e ria lis t yoke.”

T h is  analysis' o f the d iffe rence  between the Soviet U n ion  and ’ o f the S ta lin is t reg im e because its  policies have helped to- under- 
China on the one hand and the c a p ita lis t countries on the  o ther is i m ine the defense, o f the Soviet U n ion.
w hat the S ta lin is ts  ca ll d r iv in g  “ a wedge between the U n ited  Na- i “ They attem pted to w reck the development o f u n ity  am ong the
tions.”  They do no t dare to  discuss Cannon's analysis o f these 
d iffe rences; they do no t w a n t the w orkers to  th in k  about these 
d iffe rences; they a ttack  a ll those who rem ind the w orkers  th a t the 
Soviet system is d iffe re n t from  the c a p ita lis t system.

The S ta lin is ts  on ly  la s t June themselves were loud ly  cha r­
ac te riz ing  the w a r as im p e ria lis t. W hen H it le r  attacked the Soviet 
U n ion, they say, the cha racter o f the w a r “ changed” ; “  the im ­
p e r ia lis t w a r o f B r ita in ” , fo r  example, was changed in to  “ a ju s t  
w a r” . T h is  is like  say ing  th a t the B r it is h  ru lin g  class was f ig h t ­
ing  a w a r fo r  m arkets and raw  m ateria ls  and the r ig h t  to e xp lo it 
the colonies on June 21, and then because o f H i t le r ’s invasion i t  
suddenly began on June 23 to f ig h t  fo r  som eth ing e n tire ly  d i f fe r ­
ent. W hen i t  comes to “ spread ing seeds o f confusion,”  the S ta lin ­
ists have no com petitors.

R ea liz ing  th a t th e ir  “ p ro o f”  w i l l  be re jected as slanders by 
anyone who has read the artic les  they re fe r to-, the S ta lin is ts  seek 
to  s trengthen th e ir  charges by repea ting  old S ta lin is t slanders 
aga inst the  T ro tsky is ts  in o th e r countries. B u t here again tho 
fa ls ity  o f th e ir  charges is apparent to  anyone who knows even a 
l i t t le  about T ro tsky ism  and S ta lin ism .

“ The T ro ts k y is ts ”  says the lea fle t, . .were convicted by the 
Russian governm ent at the Moscow tr ia ls  fo r  F if th  Column w ork 
in  behalf » f  German and Japanese im p e ria lism .”

In  1936-37 the S ta lin is ts  were t ry in g  to  ge t an alliance w ith  
B r ita in  and the U n ited  States. Everyone in  the labo r movement 
who opposed th e ir  polic ies was labelled by them as an “ agen t o f 
German and Japanese im p e ria lism .”

In  the Moscow tr ia ls  and the purges wh ich fo llow ed them in 
th is  period. S ta lin  murdered the Old Bolsheviks who helped to 
found the Soviet U n ion and whose on ly  crim e was th a t they c r it ic iz ­
ed the to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the Soviet bureaucracy which 
S ta lin  heads and asked fo r  a re tu rn  to the w o rke rs ’ democracy which 
had been established under Lenin. The Moscow tr ia ls  were rejected 
by w orld  pub lic  opinion a t th a t tim e  as fram e-ups.

In  1939 S ta lin  made his pact w ith  H it le r  and gave him  a free 
hand to  go ahead in  Europe. The slanders o f the S ta lin is ts  against 
the T ro tsky is ts  underwent an ab ru p t change. Now instead o f ac­
cusing the T ro tsky is ts  o f being German and Japanese agents, they 
called them “ agents o f A ng lo -A m erican  im peria lism .”  The T ro t ­
sky is ts  had no t changed; on ly  S ta lin ’s a lliance had changed.

When H it le r  broke the pact la s t sum m er, the S ta lin is t lies about 
the T ro tsky is ts  changed once again. A ga in  the y  become “ agents 
o f German and Japanese im p e ria lism ,”  a lthough the T ro tsky is ts  
rem ained w ha t they always were, uncom prom ising defenders o f the 
f irs t  w o rke rs ’ s tate in  sp ite  o f the  S ta lin is t reg im e, and opponents

Chinese people,”  the le a fle t continues.
In  fac t, the Chinese T ro tsky is ts  have brave ly  fo u g h t and died 

in the s tru g g le  aga ins t the Japanese invaders, have urged the  
Chinese masses to  adopt the re v o lu tio n a ry  p o licy  w h ich  would drive  
Japanese im peria lism  ou t o f th e ir  country .

These charges aga ins t them come fu rth e rm o re  fro m  the S ta lin ­
ists who signed a non-aggression pact w ith  Japan less than a  year 
ago, recogn iz ing  Japan’s conquest o f Manchukuo, and v ir tu a lly  g iv ­
ing the go-ahead s igna l to  Japan in China.

“ They made common cause w ith  Franco, H it le r  and M usso lin i 
in the destruction  o f the Spanish Republic. They helped torpedo 
the French P opular F ro n t Governm ent, thus paving the w ay fo r  
H i t le r ’s band it arm ies.”

T h is  lie  about “ paving the w a y ”  fo r  H it le r  comes fro m  the 
S ta lin is ts  who supported the People’s F ro n t th a t suppressed and 
dem oralized the F rench w o rk in g  class and destroyed the w o rke rs ’ 
power th a t could have defeated H it le r ;  from  the S ta lin is ts  whose 
GPU agents murdered the Spanish revo lu tion is ts , collabora ted w ith  
the Spanish cap ita lis ts  to p u t down the revo lu tion  in  blood and 
made easier the v ic to ry  o f Franco.

S ta lin ism  fears free  discussion in  the la bo r m ovem ent ju s t  as 
i t  fea rs  democracy in the Soviet U n ion , and i t  is ever on the look­
out fo r  opportun ities  to- destroy its  w o rk in g  class opponents by 
slander, in c ita tio ns  to mob violence and o u tr ig h t assassination.

The S ta lin is t lynch cam paign is no t confined to the T ro ts k y ­
ists alone. They have accused N orm an Thomas and the Socia lis t 
P a rty  o f w a n tin g  “ the de feat o f the U n ited  States in  the f ig h t  
aga inst H i t le r ” ; they have accused Louis Nelson, m anager o f K n it-  
goods Local 155 o f the I.L .G .W .U ., o f c a rry in g  on “ f i f th  colum n 
a c tiv itie s ”  and fo llo w in g  an “ a n li-U . S.”  lin e ; th e y  have charged 
H a rry  Lundcberg, leader o f the A F L  seamen’s un ion, w ith  being 
“ an ti-dem ocra tic ”  and o f sabotaging the w a r p rogram . A nd by th e ir  
decla ra tion  th a t “ s trikes help H it le r ” , i t  is easy to  see th a t  they 
are prepared to  extend these slanders to  every fo rce  in  the  w o rk ­
ing  class th a t  w ants to p ro tec t the in te rests o f the w orkers  in 
the w ar.

S ta lin ism  is the syph ilis  o f the labor movem ent. Jus t as the 
spread o f syph ilis  is  not checked by “ not speaking about i t , ”  so 
w ill S ta lin is t lynch cam paigns no t be checked by an os trich  po licy, 
which makes them bolder and gives them  the o p p o rtu n ity  to  fin ish 
o f f  th e ir  opponents one by one. The labo r m ovem ent —  to  pro test 
its  independent existence, its  s tru g g le  fo r  be tte r conditions, its  free ­
dom o f speech, its  r ig h t  to  d if fe r  w ith  the policies o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  —  m ust speak up now and conduct an a ll ou t- f ig h t 
aga ins t the lynch provocations o f the S ta lin is ts .
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An Associated Negro Press dispatch from 
Washington, 1). C., reports that the people of 
the Virgin Islands. United States possessions 
west of Puerto Rico, have been “ excused” from 
the draft. The islands arc in the vicinity of 
recent enemy submarine action in the West 
Indies area, they have a total area of 133 
square miles, and a population of 25,000, of 
whom 95% are Negroes. The A.N.P. report 
declares that the official policy is: “ We don’t 
want colored natives armed and able to shoot.” 
The B la ck  D isp a tch , Negro paper published in 
Oklahoma City by Roscoc Dunjee, leading 
Negro Democrat, has a headline over the story 
which says “ Army Doesn’t Want Colored Na­
tives Armed Because They May Turn Guns 
Around.”  This should settle once and for all 
the idea that there is some fundamental d if­
ference between the attitude of the British Em­
pire toward its colonial subjects, and the atti­
tude of the American government toward its 
colonial subjects.

From  the W orkers Defense League Press Ser­
vice : “ Governor Colgate Darden o f V irg in ia  re ­
ports  th a t he is rece iv ing 50 to  75 le tte rs  a day 
requesting a stay o f execution fo r  Odell W alle r, 
condemned Negro sharecropper, whose case is be­
in g  appealed to  the t l .  S. Supreme C ourt by the 
W orkers Defense League." Am ong the unions 
which have asked the Governor to  g ra n t a stay 
o f execution fo r  W a lle r so th a t h is case may be 
heard by the Supreme C ourt, and which have 
con tribu ted to  the W a lle r defense fund arc  locals 
and jo in t  boards o f the  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers, Am algam ated C lo th ing  W o rk ­
ers, M arine  and S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers, Hosiery 
W orkers, A m erican Federation o f Teachers. M eat 
C u tte rs  and Butcher W orkm en, etc.

Waller is scheduled lo die March 20 because 
he defended himself against his white landlord 
in a dispute over his landlord’s refusal to give 
Waller's family their share of the crop. This 
does not give the defense movement enough 
time to properly prepare its case for presenta­
tion to the Supreme Court. If you belong to 
a union or any other kind of organization, 
bring the Waller case up this week and have 
them pass a resolution asking Governor Dar­
den, Roanoke, Va., to postpone the date of 
execution. If you want to read more about the 
Waller case, ask the W.D.L., 112 E. 19th St., 
New York, to send you a copy of its pamphlet. 
“ A ll for Mr. Davis.”

One o f the th ings  p re tty  much overlooked 
about the D e tro it  housing “ r io t ”  is  the responsi­
b i l ity  o f the federa l governm ent its e lf.  T rue, the 
c ity  ad m in is tra tion  was p a rtly  to  blam e; the  po­
lice  force was p a rtly  to blam e; the federa l hous­
ing  au tho rities , by th e ir  va c illa tio n , and th e ir  
w illingness to co-operate w ith  the J im  Crow land­
lo rds and the K u  K lu x  K la n , were p a rtly  to  
blame. B u t don’t  fo rg e t th a t w ha t was behind 
th is  “ r io t ”  was the idea dear to  the hearts o f 
J im  Crow and Judge Lynch th a t Negroes m ust 
be segregated from  w hites. The o ffic ia l policy 
o f the federa l governm ent as expressd in  most 
of its  departm ents is  to  uphold th is  system o f 
segregation. F o r example, the governm ent won’t  
le t N egro  soldiers serve in  the same reg im en t as 
w h ite  soldiers, i t  won’t  le t N egro  sa ilors, segre­
gated to  the k itchen, sleep in  the same room 
w ith  w h ite  sailors, etc. A nd  so fa r  as housing 
goes, in m ost cases even in  the no rth , i t  won’t  
le t Negroes liv e  in  the same fede ra l housing 
p ro je c t as w h ites ; i t  fo llow s the po licy o f se tting  
up li ly -w h ite  and a ll-N e g ro  pro jects. Is  there 
anyone who doubts th a t the K u  K lu xe rs  and 
th e ir  fo llow e rs  are encouraged by such policies?

A couple of weeks ago President Roosevelt 
said that he is opposed to the poll tax and 
always has been. Now he has the chance to 
prove it. A bill sponsored by Pepper of Flor­
ida would abolish the poll tax as a requirement 
for election of federal officials. It is not a very 
good bill; it would still leave the state gov­
ernments in the control of the poll-taxers. But 
it ’s a bill by which we can judge whether 
Roosevelt meant what he said. Because when 
Roosevelt really is j o r  a bill, he fights for it, 
he tells his congressional spokesmen he wants 
that bill passed, he puls pressure on congres­
sional committees, he issues statements to the 
press, he delivers fireside chats. That’s how 
he used to act before the war when he wanted 
a war measure or appropriation passed. Then 
on the other hand when he is not interested, 
Roosevelt can be as silent as the Sphinx — 
as for example, when it comes to an anti­
lynching bill.

The Pepper b i l l  is supposed to come before 
the U. S. Senate Jud ic ia ry  Com m ittee hearings, 
scheduled to begin M arch 12. Hundreds o f trade 
unions and Negro organ izations are le tt in g  the 
Com m ittee know by te legram  and reso lu tion th a t 
they want the b il l b rough t to  the flo o r o f Congress 
and passed. Roosevelt w i l l  show by his action — 
or h is silence —  th is  week how t ru th fu l was his 
s tatem ent la s t month.

The U. S. Navy is still as strong as ever. . . 
in its determination not to use Negroes in 
any department but the kitchen. Only last 
week the Navy Department let a reporter know 
that it has not retreated an inch. . . on this 
question. Evidently the Navy brass hats will 
fight to the bitter end. . . against equality and 
democratic treatment for Negroes on ships.

The new Negro paper, T he P eop le ’s Voice, 
published in Harlem by City Councilman A. 
Clayton Powell, Jr. and Charles P. Buchanan, 
is a hard-hitting addition to the ranks of Ne­
gro journalism. It takes a forthright position 
on the trade union movement, and declares 
that “ This is a working class paper.” it  prom­
ises, “ We cannot be bought, we w ill not be 
sold.” We reserve fuller discussion of The  
P eop le ’s Voice for a future issue of THE 
M IL ITA N T.

T he 59th Anniversary of 
The Death of Karl Marx

By H A R R Y  F R A N K  E L  ; — -—
March 14 marks the anniversar yof the death of Karl Marx.

The fifty-nine years that have passed since that event have of­
fered nothing but the most explicit confirmation of the correct­
ness of his views. Ilis explanation of the laws that govern the 
operation of the capitalist system, and his prediction of its
breakdown serve to th is  day as 
the foundation fo r  the program of 
t lie advanced workers’ movement 
throughout the world.

W hy was M arx able to bu ild  a 
s tru c tu re  so secure as to  w eather 
the storm s of the fierce decades 
which have passed since h ls l im e ’? 
The answer is found in his scien­
t if ic  approach to h is to rica l ques­
tions.

O bscura»lists of the bourgeois 
un ive rs ities  de lig h t in  te llin g  us 
t i ia t  social sciences a re 'n o t rea lly  
exact sciences in  the same way as 
m athem atics o r physics. T h is  as­
sertion  is in terpre ted in  such a 
way as to re lieve these gentlemen 
of a ll necessity to apply scientific  
methods to the study o f h is to ry  
and to substitute fo r  them every 
sort of w itch c ra ft, chicanery, and 
idea lis tic  hocus-pocus. B u t M arx 
and those who followed h im  took 
another path. H is scientific  m etli 
ods enabled him to discover the 
basic laws o f development in hu­
man his to ry.

A L L IE D  H IM S E L F  W IT H  
T H E  W O R K IN G  CLASS

In  h is ea rly  years M arx rose 
to t lie  sum m it o f German bour­
geois ideology. H av ing  mastered 
th a t school, and basing h im se lf 
on the lessons he learned in  it. 
he began to see how every prob­
lem led fo r its  so lu tion d ire c tly  
to the revo lu tiona ry  class o f mod­
ern society, the w o rk in g  class.

Once he had a llied h im se lf w ith  
tha t class, he was able to begin 
the great work which resulted in 
Hie synthesis of (lie best conclu­
sions of German philosophy. Eng­
lish classical economics, and 
French his to ry.

But M arx was no mere clo is­
tered student, content lo stew all 
liis  life  in liis  own academic 
juices. As he h im se lf always 
pointed out. li is  theory was not 
meant to be.a dogma, hut a guide 
to action.

F rede rick  Engels. M arx 's com­
rade fo r almost fo r ty  years, ex­
plained th is  as he spoke a t the 
grave o f li is  friend. H is words 
are a firm  answer to a ll those 
who would seek to transfo rm  h im  
in to  “ a harmless icon” :

W H Y  M A R X  W AS H A T E D . . . 
A N D  RESPECTED

“ For M arx was above a ll a 
revo lu tiona ry , and his great aim  
in  life  was to co-operate in  th is  
o r tha t fashion in  tlie  overthrow  
of cap ita lis t society and the state 
in s titu tio n s  w h ich i t  lias 'created, 
to co-operate in  the em ancipation 
of the modern p ro le ta ria t, to 
whom lie was the firs t to give a 
consciousness o f its  class position 
and its  class needs, a knowledge 
of the conditions necessary fo r 
its  em ancipation. In  th is  struggle 
he was in  h is element, and he 
fought w ith  a passion, tenacity

and success granted to few . . .
“ And therefore M arx was the 

hest-tiated and most-slandered 
man of h is age. Governments, 
both absolutist and republican, 
expelled Him from  th e ir  te r r ito ­
ries. w h ils t the bourgeois, both 
conservative and extrenie-deinoe- 
ra lic  vied w itl i each o ilie r  in  a 
campaign of v ilif ic a tio n  against 
him . He brushed i t  a ll to one side 
like  cobwebs, ignored them and 
answered on ly when compelled to 
do so. And lie died respected, 
loved and m ourned by m illio ns  
o f revo lu tiona ry  workers from  
tlie  S iberian mines, over Europe 
and Am erica to tlie  coasts of Cal­
ifo rn ia . and 1 make bold to say 
tha t a lthough he had many oppo­
nents lie had ha rd ly  a personal 
enemy.

“ H is name w il l  liv e  through tlie  
centuries and so also w i l l  li is  
w ork.’’

T H E  A T T IT U D E  OF 
T H E  O PPO R TU NISTS

Max Eastman is well-known as 
a man who deserted the hard life  
of the revo lu tiona ry  movement 
fo r  more lu c ra tive  em ployment as 
tlie  lapdog and conrt-buffon of t lie  
im p e ria lis t bourgeoisie. T h is  hon­
orable gentleman rem arked re ­
cently in  one of li is  learned dis­
sertations on socialism  th a t M arx 
was a fa ilu re , and had to be sup­
ported a ll liis  life  lik e  a baby. In  
th is  smug th ru s t is contained the 
whole essence o f p h ilis tin e  degen­
eracy. P o litica l B abbitts of East- 
man's va rie ty  are always concern­
ed firs t o f a ll w ith  th e ir  own per­
sonal gain, and the safety of th e ir  
worth less hides. They look w ith

K a r l M arx

m is tru s t and suspicious hatred 
upon a ll those fearless revo lu tion ­
ists who suffe r p riva tio n  and per­
secution fo r t ile  sake o f '  th e ir 
ideas.

When he was a live  M arx had 
to pu t up w ith  s im ila r gibes and 
insu lts. There were not a few 
Eastmans then to whom polities 

j was a business in  which the po l­
it ic ia n ’s firs t e ffo rt must he to 
fea ther his own nest. There were 
those, then, as now, who judged 
every theory by its  m arke t value.

M arx never saw th ings th a t 
way. He sought, f irs t o f a ll. to 
understand society as i t  actua lly  
was. and having understood it .  to 
w ork  fo r  its  progressive trans­
fo rm a tion . There is no fortune 
to be earned th a t way, and lie 
never earned a fortune. He earn­
ed instead, the everlasting  g ra ti­
tude o f the m illio n s  of oppressed 
who have flocked to liis  program, 
and the m illio ns  more who w ill 
come to it.

For a man lik e  M arx, th is  was 
enough!

W hy Philippine Masses Have Not 
Been Rallied To Support O f W ar

By C. C H A R LE S  
Could the Philippine Islands have been successfully de­

fended against the Japanese? The military experts say no; 
President Roosevelt in his radio speech of Feb. 23 said no. All 
that could be expected, according to them, was a delaying 
action.

This is not true. Nothing else could have happened as long
as the masses o f the P h ilipp ine  S-------------------------------------------------------
people were no t ra llie d  to  the n jng t 0. 100% in o rder to  ex is t 
figh t. B u t i f  the masses had been u n t i l  the ha i.vest. He then sells 
ra llie d , the p ic tu re  in  the P h ilip - the  crop a t low  ha rvest pvices in
pines would fie e n tire ly  d iffe re n t 
today fro m  w h a t i t  is.

The news dispatches a ttem p t 
to g ive the im pression th a t great, 
numbers o f F ilip in o s  are a id ing  
the U n ited  States forces in  the 
P h ilipp ine  Islands. T h is  is a de­
libe ra te  m isrepresentation. O nly 
a very sm all p a rt o f the popula­
tion  o f the islands is supporting  
General M acA rthu r.

Jus t as the hated B r it is h  ex­
p lo ite rs  could no t ge t any sup­
p o rt fro m  the M alayan people in 
the s trugg le  between G reat B r i­
ta in  and Japan, so, fo r  the  m ost 
p a rt the U n ited  States has been 
unable to  ge t rea l support fro m  
the g re a t masses o f the F i l ip i­
nos. The reason is th a t they 
know  the t ru th  about Am erican 
im peria lism .

U N D E R  U. S. R U L E
Long before the ou tbreak o f 

the w a r between Spain and the 
U n ited  States in  1898, the F i l i ­
pinos were in  armed re v o lt a- 
ga in s t Spain fo r  th e ir  na tiona l 
independence. The U n ited  States, 
upon decla ring  w a r, o ffe red a 
un ited  f ro n t  to  the F ilip in o  in - 
surrectionaries against Spain, 
w h ich was accepted.

W hen the Spaniards surrend­
ered, t h e  F ilip in o s  demanded 
th e ir  independence, th is  tim e 
fro m  the U n ited  States. In  rep ly , 
the A m erican troops tu rned th e ir  
r if le s  against th e ir  fo rm er allies. 
A fte r  a bloody w ar against the 
F ilip in os , the dom ination o f the 
U n ited  States was established.

More than 40 years have passed. 
W hat have been the results 
o f Am erican ru le?

F if t y  per cent o f the people 
cannot read o r w rite . The death 
ra te  on the Islands is tw ice  as 
h igh  as th a t in  the U n ited  States. 
One cannot w a lk  th rou gh  the te r ­
r ib le  slums o f M an ila  w ith o u t 
hearing  tub e rcu la r coughing on 
a ll sides. Tuberculosis, a disease 
o f m a ln u tr it io n , is r i fe  in  M anila .

The wages o f the in d u s tr ia l u r ­
ban w orkers, the “ a ris to c racy ”  o f 
labor, are 50 cents a day.

In  the ru ra l areas the share­
cropper is lu cky  i f  $1 a week 
passes th rough  his hands. They 
do not ge t enough food to  no u r­
ish themselves adequately.

C O N D IT IO N S  OF T H E  
P E A S A N TS

The average tao (peasant) s u f ­
fe rs  fro m  roundworm s and hook­
worm s th a t d ra in  his s treng th . 
B u t these are no t the on ly  pa ra ­
sites he supports. He lives under 
a cacique (land lo rd ) system. H a lf  
the crop goes to  the cacique. The 
feudal sta tus on the land has 
been unchanged fro m  the days o f 
Spanish ru le .

The tao is pe rpe tua lly  in  debt. 
He has to  bo rrow  fro m  the land­
lo rd  a t usurious ra tes o ften  ru n -

order to pay his debts. Soon he 
m ust in e v ita b ly  go in to  debt a- 
gain.

The landless ru ra l w o rker, em­
ployed in  the sugar, rice, copra, 
tobacco and hemp fields, earns 
from  15 cents to 30 cents a day.
H is  hours are fro m  sunrise to 
sunset.

The w orkers and peasants are in 
constant re v o lt aga inst these con­
d itions. M il ita n t  s trikes  have 
taken place. W orke rs ’ and peas­
ants’ organizations have spread 
th roughou t the country.

To keep down the labo r and 
peasant movement, a l l the in te r ­
n a tio n a lly  known tr icks , a r e  
tr ied , fro m  company unions to 
com pany-contro lled towns where 
union leaders and organizers are 
slugged— i f  a worse fa te  docs no t 
overtake them.

The governor o f the rice  and 
sugar ra is ing  province of Pam- 
panga, organized a fasc is t' so­
c ie ty . T h is  province was the 
center o f the peasant and ru ra l 
w o rker movement, wh ich was 
s trong ly  dom inated by socialist 
ideas. The h ire ling s  of the gov­
ernor, w o rk in g  in  close co llabora­
tion  w ith  the constabu lary, were [ 1946.

unable to make the w orkers  and 
taos desert th e ir  organ iza tion . 
PR O FITS  FOR C A P IT A L IS T S

U nde r these economic condi­
tions i t  is easy to  understand 
how h u g e  fo rtunes have been 
b u ilt  by Am erican investors, and 
to a lesser extent, the Spaniards. 
F o r  example, A m erican a n d  
Spanish cap ita l, invested in  the 
sugar in terests has been consis­
te n tly  ea rn ing 20 per cent p ro fit  
per year.

The P h ilipp ines im ported $100,- 
000,000 in goods fro m  the U n ited  
States in 1939. In  th a t yea r the 
Islands were t lie  f i f th  m ost im - . 
p o rta n t custom er o f the U n ited  
States.

As is usua lly  the case in  the 
colonies and semi-colonies, the 
fo re ig n  exp lo ite rs have developed 
ra c ia l ideas ak in  to  H it le r ’s.

The g re a t masses o f the F i l i ­
pinos are considered ra c ia l in ­
fe r io rs  by the w e a lth y  Am ericans 
and Spaniards; e v e n  the  upper 
classes o f the F ilip in o s  are no t 
pe rm itted  in  certa in  clubs reserv­
ed fo r  whites.

Im peria lism  means hunger, d is­
ease and in s u lt fo r  the P h ilipp ine  
masses bu t fo r  the A m erican in ­
vestors and W a ll S tree t i t  mean? 
super-p ro fits . Is i t  any wonder 
these investors oppose independ­
ence fo r  the P h ilipp ines?

The movem ent fo r  P h ilipp ine  
independence, now m ore than  50 
years old, m et the stubborn re ­
sistance o f the A m erican govern­
m ent up to 1934 when independ­
ence was f in a lly  prom ised fo r  

Even so, certa in  reserva­

tions were to be m ainta ined, such 
as con tinu ing  m il ita ry  forces on 
the islands.

Independence w a s  promised 
on ly  because ce rta in  in te rests in 
com petition w ith  the products ol’ 
the P h ilipp ines— such as the A m ­
erican and Cuban sugar in terest? 
— wanted the P h ilip p ine  products 
subject to " ta r iffs .

So i t  was no t the dem ocratic 
r ig h t  o f every na tion  to govern 
itse lf, hu t the argum ent o f do l­
la rs  w h ich  won the promise of 
freedom fp r  the P h illip lnes.

In  the face o f  such a record 
and such hypocrisy, is i t  no t un ­
derstandable w hy the  P h ilipp ine  
masses are apathetic to  the w a r 
between the U n ited  States a n d  
Japan, w hy they  fee l i t  is no t 
th e ir  w a r?

T h a t w h ich a c a p ita lis t govern­
ment could no t and cannot do, 
on ly  a W orke rs  and Farm ers 
Governm ent in  the U n ited  States 
would do. Such a government 
would no t be in terested in  ex­
p lo it in g  o ther peoples b u t in  ra is ­
in g  the standards o f l iv in g  not 
on ly  o f th e ir  own people b u t o f 
a ll nations. Such a government 
would establish a fra te rn a l a l l i ­
ance w ith  the masses o f the p re ­
sent colonies and semi-colonies 
aga inst im peria lism  and fascism .

Such a W orkers  and Farm ers 
Governm ent would be the o n l y  
guarantee fo r  the independence 
fo r  the P h ilipp ine  na tion , which 
under im p e ria lism  is destined 
on ly  to  sub juga tion  by one o r the 
o ther o f the la rge  im p e ria lis t 
powers.

V ic to ry  O ver J im  Crotv  
A t F l in t  C hevro le t

E d ito r:
C hevro let U .A .W . Local 659 

won equal job  r ig h ts  fo r  the N e­
g ro  w orkers la s t week in  a 
m eeting w ith  the management. 
When the w orkers are called 
back to  w o rk  they w il l  be placed 
on any job  they are qualified to 
do, according to  th e ir  sen io rity .

The m anagem ent fo u g h t and 
s trugg led  desperately to  evade 
the issue b u t every prop was 
kicked fro m  under them . In  the 
end they were le f t  w ith o u t a leg 
to  stand on and had to accept 
the demands o f the un ion rep ­
resentatives.

The s trugg le  commenced last 
June, d ire c tly  a fte r  the P resident 
issued the executive order against 
d iscrim ina tion , b u t i t  never took 
on its  rea l aspects u n t il la te  la s t 
Novem ber a fte r  the F a ir  E m p loy ­
m ent Practices Com m ittee had 
been contacted and had sent W a l 
te r  H a rd in g  o f the U A W -C IO  In ­
te rna tion a l in  here to  investiga te  
the case.

A l l  the colored w orkers  wetfe 
very  much in terested in  the ou t­
come o f the case. The m ain pa r­
tic ipan ts  in  the f ig h t were lead­
in g  colored bro thers who filed 
the d isc rim ina tion  charges.

The local union, stand ing by 
the con s titu tion  o f the U A W - 
CIO which states em pha tica lly  
th a t there sha ll be no d isc rim in a ­
tio n  because o f race, creed or 
color, backed the  colored w o rk ­
ers in th e ir  f ig h t fo r  equal r ig h ts , 
equal jobs and equal pay. M i l i ­
ta n t w h ite  union bro thers in the 
p lan ts supported th e ir  colored 
bro thers down the line. Then- 
support w i l l  no t be fo rgo tte n . 
T h is  on ly  proves the t ru th  o f the 
old saying “ U n ited  we stand; 
divided we fa l l . ”

The w orkers o f Chevro let want, 
to say to  th e ir  fe llo w  w orkers  o f 
o ther p lan ts where d isc rim in a ­
tion  exists th a t a l l colored w o rk ­
ers m ust f ig h t to  p u t tee th in to  
the executive o rder and m ob iliz “  
and use th e ir  organized s treng th  
as the weapon fo r  rea liz ing  
these r ig h ts . They w i l l  find  th e ir  
w h ite  un ion bro thers  suppo rting

Judge Refuses 
To Quash W r it  
O f 544-CIO

M IN N E A P O LIS  —  A t the hear­
in g  on Local 544-CIO's w r i t  of 
ce rtio ra r i ask ing a review  of the 
B la ir  decision, held M arch 7 in 
Ramsey County D is tr ic t Court 
Judge M cN a lly  denied a m otion 
by Tobin 's a tto rney to quash Lo­
cal 544-CIO’s w r it .

Judge M cN a lly  announced tlia* 
on March 26 he would hear argn 
ments on the m erits  of the B la li 
decision. A lfred  B la ir  is Gov 
ernor Stassen's fo rm er state la b c  
con c ilia to r who, last fa ll, ruled 
th a t the M inneapolis d rive rs  be­
longed to Tobin and denied the 
d rive rs  th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h t t r  
an election. Local 544-CIO and 
the M inneapolis d rive rs  are chal­
leng ing the crooked B la ir  deci­
sion.

them . I f  the re  are any Negroes 
who are faced w ith  d isc rim in a ­
tion  and bow down w ith o u t a 
f ig h t, they are he lp ing  to  w e a k ­
en the s trugg le  o f labo r every 
where, and h u r tin g  themselves.

Negroes had to  th rea ten t r  
m arch on W ash ing ton before the 
Executive Order was issued. I f  
you w an t to  see the o rder carried 
out, you in  tu rn  w i l l  have to  lea-? 
a wholehearted m arch on the 
p lan ts  you are d iscrim ina ted  a- 
ga in s t in !

A FLINT AUTO WORKER

AMERICA AFTER THE WAR -  
GOLDEN FUTURE OR CHAOS ?

Professor Hansen Discusses Post War Problems in a 
Pamphlet of the National Resources Planning Board

By A . R O LA N D
The m irage is no t exc lus ive ly  a desert 

phenomenon. A  passing good im ita tio n  
o f the man dy ing  o f th ir s t  in  the desert 
who sees w h a t looks lik e  the saving oasis 
ju s t  ahead, is the c a p ita lis t economist. 
Past and present h is to ry  present a sear­
ing- experience o f economic anarchy and 
cris is . The second W orld  W a r is bu t 
the na tu ra l, inev itab le  consequence o f 
c a p ita lis t anarchy o f production. Y e t the 
apologists o f the present social system 
look ahead and dream o f its  golden fu ­
ture.

T h is  is the v is ion seen by Professor 
A lv in  H . Hansen o f H a rva rd  U n iv e rs ity . 
He w rite s  the second in  a series o f 
pam phlets issued by  the  N a tion a l Re­
sources P lann ing  Board, th is  one called 
“ W ar and P ost-W ar A im s .”  I t  s trives 
to com fo rt those who fe a r  the a fte rm a th  
o f the w a r. Hansen adm its  th a t eve ry­
body expects a post-w ar economic co l­
lapse. B u t th is  need no t be a t a ll, a t  a ll. 
“ W e have to make up ou r m inds as a 
N a tion  th a t we w i l l  no t p e rm it a post­
w a r depression to  overwhelm  us.”  E v e ry ­
th in g  depends “ upon ou r in te lligence and 
capacity  fo r  cooperative action .”

We sha ll no t p e rm it the pro fessor to 
discourage us r ig h t  here. I t  is tru e  th a t 
one m ig h t w e ll ask ju s t  w hy  o u r in te l­
ligence and capacity fo r  cooperative ac­
tion  should have grow n suddenly a t th is  
stage o f th in gs  when cap ita lism  is be ing 
pounded to pieces like  a wrecked ship on 
the rocks. The question re a lly  a t issue 
is : w ha t sha ll we do w ith  ou r new-found 
in te lligence? Hansen gives his program . 
We m ust bu ild  a “ fu l l  em ploym ent”  so 
c ie ty .

The p ic tu re  o f th is  society presented 
by the pro fessor is com ple te ly lack ing  
in  conviction. N o th in g  is to  be changed, 
and ye t eve ry th in g  w i l l  change! Free 
en terprise (o therw ise called the  p ro fit  
system ), freedom  fo r  collective ba rga in ­
in g  between em ployers and employes 
(b u t w ith o u t a llow in g  wages to  go too 
h ig h !) ,  freedom  fo r  th is  and freedom  fo r  
th a t are a ll to  be retained, lo rd  be th a n k ­
ed. The governm ent m us t n o t be per­
m itte d  to  ru n  the whole show, W e w ant 
no to ta lita r ia n  state. B u t— “ I t  is  the 
resp o n s ib ility  o f governm ent to- do its  
p a r t to insure a m ainta ined demand.”

R ole  o f  the  Stale
T his is the modern theory  o f the s u r­

re a lis t economists. The state is to  be the 
balance-wheel in  c a p ita lis t economy. 
W hen business blows ho t and threatens 
to overheat its e lf, the governm ent m ust 
b low  cold; when business gets cold and 
threa tens to  freeze up, I t  m ust supply 
heat. A l l  th a t the “ planned economy”  
o f th is  t im id  soul comes down to , is  th a t 
the governm ent m ust so use its  financia l 
power as to  s tim u la te  business when de­
pression threatens, and discourage /in ­
fla t io n  when the boom is on.

The pro fesor m ig h t ju s t  as w e ll have 
raised the slogan: Long  live  economic 
anarchy! He dare no t analyze o r touch 
the fundam enta l process o f production 
under cap ita lism , the  e xp lo ita tion  o f the 
w orkers fo r  the sake o f p ro fits . T h a t is 
to  go on unchecked except fo r  the sec­
ondary reg u la tion  by the governm ent. 
The thesis o f governm ent resp on s ib ility  
to  act as balance-wheel is nevertheless 
an adm ission o f the fundam enta l an a r­
chy o f th is  whole system. B y  ac tin g  as 
they  please, pu rsu ing  th e ir  “ free  en te r­
p rise ,”  the ow n ing  class produces chao-s 
w h ich  m ust be s tra igh tened ou t by  the 
state.

The capacity fo r  cooperation th a t  the 
pro fessor re fe rs  to  is no t social coopera 
tion . I t  is  class cooperation o f the cap­
ita lis ts , th e ir  cooperation w ith  th e ir  own 
governm ent in  its  a ttem p ts  to  correct 
the constantly-unstab le  s itua tion  b rough t 
about by the in d iv id u a l and m onopoly 
cap ita lis ts . There is n o t one aspect o f 
the fu tu re  “ dem ocratic”  society p ic tu red 
by the N a tio n a l Resources P lann ing  
Board th a t ca lls on the w o rk in g  class to 
do an y th in g  b u t go on w o rk in g  docile ly 
fo r  wages.

B u t w i l l  they be able to  earn wages? 
W il l  the governm ent be able to  contro l 
the s itua tion  a t the end o f the w a r?  
The pam phlet before us fa ils  u t te r ly  t f  
be reassuring. I t  is  forced to  consider 
the dem obilization o f arm ies, the shu t­
downs o f defense industries, unem ploy­
m ent, de fla tion , bankruptcies, hard  tim es. 
The o ther p o ss ib ility  o f a sh o rt post-w ar 
boom to  make up fo r  the  shortages o f 
a ll kinds o f consumers’ goods, also ca r­
ries w ith  i t  the th re a t o f a sho rt post­
w a r in fla t io n  la te r to  end in  depression.

The a rgum ent th a t the  governm ent 
can act to  s tab ilize  the  pos t-w ar eco­
nom y comes down to  an analogy. “ We 
have seen how i t  is  possible to  m obilize 
the productive capacities o f the coun try  
fo r  w a r.”  T h a t same argum en t was us­
ed in  the  la s t w a r. I ts  value m ay be 
judged by the h is to ry  o f ou r tim es a fte r  
the f ir s t  w o rld  w a r. B u t one m ust ana­
lyze even th is  u n c rit ic a l assertion. The 
rea l m ob iliza tion  o f in d u s try  fo r  c a rry ­
in g  on the m ost dangerous w a r o f a ll

h is to ry , has been ham strung  a t every 
tu rn  by m onopoly cap ita lism . The U n i­
ted States cannot m obilize its  f u l l  p ro ­
ductive forces under cap ita lism . H ow ­
ever a certa in  am ount o f “ w a r social­
ism ”  is m andato ry in  modern w a r. The 
ve ry  fa c t th a t th is  w a r socialism  is con­
fined and lim ite d  as i t  is, by the fe a r o f 
the cap ita lis ts  o f governm ent con tro l, is  
the guarantee th a t i t  w i l l  be swept aw ay 
the m om ent the w a r is over.

“ F u l l  E m p lo ym e n t f o r  A l l ”
Hansen sets up the  a im  fo r  the  w a r 

and the period a fte r  the w a r o f f u l l  em­
p loym ent fo r  a ll. W e have had an ex­
ce llen t example o f the governm ent’s de­
sire and a b il i ty  to fo llo w  th is  a im  in  its  
hand ling  o f the w orkers  th row n  ou t o f 
em ploym ent due to in d u s tr ia l change­
over fro m  peace to  w a r production. I t  
was recognized th a t  these w o rkers  
w ou ld  be unem ployed fo r  on ly  a b r ie f 
tim e, since the demand fo r  labo r would 
become g re a te r w ith  every m on th  o f 
speeded-up w a r production. Y e t Con­
gress refused to  set aside the  com para­
t iv e ly  sm all sum requested fo r  these 
unemployed.

A l l  th a t Hansen’s p rogram  comes 
down to is a pious w ish, the  w ish  th a t 
the one hundred b illio n  d o lla r na tiona l 
income level reached d u rin g  the  w a r 
boom, w i l l  somehow o r o ther be m a in ­
tained a f te r  i t  is a l l over. The demand 
fo r  the th ings  o f l i fe  is su re ly  the re  to  
make th is  possible. There is p le n ty  o f 
w o rk  to  do. “ We need im proved m an­
u fa c tu r in g  equipm ent to  produce m ore 
and b e tte r goods a t lo w er prices. W e 
need to  c a rry  on extensive research in  the 
labora tories o f our g re a t p r iva te  cor­
porations, in  our un ive rs ities , and in  
G overnm ent bureaus to  create new prod­
ucts and develop new processes. W e 
need— to  reb u ild  Am erica. We need— ”

I f  needs and demand in  hum an term s 
o f need trans la ted  themselves au to m a ti­
ca lly  in to  production, as is bas ica lly  as­
sumed by the ra tio n a liz in g  professor, 
then no th ing  else would be necessary. 
B u t the c a p ita lis t system  has never p ro ­
duced fo r  hum an needs, bu t fo r  ca p ita l­
is t p ro fits . These p ro fits  depend no t on ly  
on the na tiona l m arke t, b u t on w o rld  
economy as a whole. T h is  fa c t is  n o t 
even mentioned in  the repo rt. I t  assumes 
th a t somehow p lann ing  fo r  “ f u l l  em p loy­
m ent”  is possible so le ly on a n a tion a l 
scale. The im p e ria lis t w a r gives the lie  
to a ll fo rm s  o f “ au ta rchy .”  C ap ita lism  
seeks sa lva tion  fro m  decay and fro m  
the slow b u t sure s tra n g lin g  o f the p ro ­
ductive forces, by f ig h tin g  fo r  an expan­
sion o f its  m arke ts  abroad.

T h e  S pec ific  P roposa ls
The fu t i l i t y  o f Hansen’s k in d  o f th in k ­

in g  fo r  the sa lva tion  o f a doomed system  
is shown in  the fin a l policies he proposes 
fo r  b r in g in g  about a “ h igh  consump­
tion  economy.”  I t  is incred ib le  th a t  such 
th ird  ra te  s tu f f  and nonsense should be 
d ign ified  by the p r in t in g , even by  a sub­
serv ien t governm ent. D u r in g  the w a r, 
he proposes h igh  corporate-incom e and 
excess-profits taxes, sha rp ly  progressive 
estate taxes, broadening o f in d iv id u a l in ­
com e-tax base, sharp increase o f excise 
taxes on com m odities com peting  w ith  
the w a r program , p a r t paym ent o f w ag­
es and salaries in  defense bonds, qua l­
ita t iv e  s h if t  in  the components o f con­
sum ption.

The rea l p a y -o ff comes in  h is  propo­
sals fo r  the pos t-w ar period. Here the 
defense o f m onopoly cap ita lism  becomes 
obvious. The burdens o f the w a r are to  
be placed on the backs o f the  masses. 
He wants the re ten tion  o f graduated 
taxes on income and the broadened ta x  
base, “ w ith  m a jo r emphasis on the  in ­
d iv idu a l income ta x  and less re liance 
on the corporate income ta x ,”  adequate 
plans by  p r iv a te  en terprise  fo r  p r iv a te - 
investm ent p ro jects  in  m a n u fa c tu r in g  
p la n t and equipm ent, in  ra ilroads , pub­
lic  u t il it ie s  and housing, a p ro g ra m  o f  
pub lic-im provem ent pro jects, expansion 
o f pub lic  w e lfa re , and “ in te rn a tio n a l col­
la bo ra tion ”  fo r  fo re ig n  investm ent, “ to  
exp lore developm ental p ro jects  in  back­
w ard countries,”  fo r  the p rom otion  o f 
w o rld  trade  and e ffec tive  w o rld -w ide  use 
o f p roductive resources.

No, professor. Y ou and yo u r k in d  
are in terested n o t in  ra is in g  the  l iv in g  
standards o f the masses, b u t in  preserv­
in g  in ta c t the system  o f m onopoly cap­
ita lism . To preserve th a t system , w ith  
a ll its  wretchedness fo r  the masses, you 
are w ill in g  to  low er the standards o f l iv ­
in g  o f the w o rk in g  class. B u t the  a p p li­
cation o f y o u r p ills  and p lasters w i l l  do 
the sick system  no m ore good tha n  
would the incan ta tions o f a t r ib a l m edi­
cine-man. The second w o rld  w a r is p a r t  
o f the death agony o f the c a p ita lis t fo rm  
o f society. There is no rem edy f o f  i t .  
C iv iliza tio n  cannot go on unless i t  passes 
over and beyond th is  fo rm  to  a new fo rm  
o f society, to  socialism . Then on ly  w ill 
hum an in te lligence and the capac ity  to  
cooperate be g iven a real chance.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il ita ry  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by the  gove rn m e n t, bu t und e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trade  un ions. Specia l o ffic e rs  
tra in in g  cam ps, financed by the  gov* 
e m in e n t but c o n tro lle d  by the trade 
un ions , to  tra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o f  fleers.

2. T rade  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the a rm y.

3. F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the a rm ed 
forces and the w ar in d u s tr ie s— Dow n 
w ith  J im  O o w is rn  everyw here.

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w ar p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  am i th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  meet the 
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ilante ami fascist attacks

7. An Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the Trade ( lu in n s

8 . A W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m ent.

Trade Union Wages 
For The Soldiers

A bill to raise the meager pay of enlisted pri­
vates and non-commissioned officers in the armed 
forces was reported favorably on March 4 from 
the Senate M ilitary Affairs Subcommittee.

This action in the Senate brings to the lore the 
whole question of the soldiers’ pay — a question 
of vital concern to organized labor.

Army privates are now receiving $21 and $10 
a month, wages generally recognized as scandalous, 
and about which there is reported dissatisfaction 
among the rank-and-file of the armed forces.

The employers are seeking to turn this justified 
dissatisfaction into hostility toward organized la­
bor. Concealing the truth about the billions in 
war profits which the government is pouring into 
the coffers of the corporations, the reactionaries 
are spreading the lying propaganda that'the work­
ers, whose living standards are being sliced daily 
by rising prices, are living off the fat of the land 
at the expense of the soldiers who must do the 
fighting an’d dying.

The employers are being aided in this vicious 
campaign by anti-labor officers and members of 
native fascist organizations operating within the 
armed forces.

Organized labor cannot close its eyes to the 
sinister implications of this situation. I his pro­
paganda must be counteracted. It can only be 
counteracted when the unions demonstrate that 
they are the best defenders of the interests of the 
soldiers.

The program of the reactionaries is to pit the 
soldiers against the workers and to drag the wages 
of the workers dow n to I lie level of I lie soldiers.

Organized labor must advance Hie program of 
raising the pay of the soldiers up to the level 
of the trade union workers.

The trade unions must take the lead in demand­
ing that the Senate bill to increase the pay of en­
listed men be extended to include all the rank- 
and-lilc of the armed forces, who today are pre­
dominantly draftees.

The trade unions must demand, furthermore, 
that the pay be raised to adequate level. The pro­
posed Senate bill would establish a base pay of 
$42 a month for "rookies'’ and $48 for privates 
first class. This is scarcely commensurate with 
even the lowest wage standards in this country.

W ho will dare deny that the soldiers are en­
titled to decent pay? The slogan of organized la­
bor, therefore, must be: Pay the soldiers trade 
union wages!

Another Relief Bill 
Is Turned Down

Congress lias voted $145 billion for war w ith­
out the blink of an eye-lash. But Congress has* 
refused 1o vote one nickel for relief for hundreds 
of thousands of war-made unemployed.

The Deficiency Subcommittee of the House Ap­
propriations Committee on March 10 rejected the 
administration’s request for a $100,000,000 appro­

priation to be expended through WPA for unem­
ployment relief.

This callous treatment accorded the workers is 
as much the responsibility of the administration 
as of Congress. Two months ago President Roose­
velt. conceded the problem was so acute as to re­
quire up to $600.000.000. A few days later, after 
a little conference with reactionary congressional 
leaders, he was ’’persuaded’’ to reduce his request 
to $300.000.000. And when this was tossed into 
the waste basket, he meekly submitted a bid for 
$100.000.000. a sixth of his original request, and 
not enough to supply even meager relief for one. 
month.

Where is the compelling voice of Roosevelt 
blasting the " l ories" on this issue? Where is the 
wrath of the "New Deal" to pillory the “ economic 
rovalists”  who today would condemn the jobless 
to starvation? That voice is a timid whisper: 
there is no longer enough political capital to be 
made from "New Deal" demagog)'.

And where is the demanding voice of the union 
leaders? CIO President Philip Murray told the 
Deficiency Subcommittee that there are already 
between 750.000 and 1,000.000 workers laid-off 
due to "unplanned conversion of war production ’ 
-  -that is, due to the complicity and greed of the 
monopolies. Yet he issues no call to union action, 
lie merely whines for crumbs before the political 
representatives of the monopoly interests responsi­
ble for the war-made unemployment.

The union ranks, who are feeling the pinch 
more acutely each day, must make a holler loud 
enough to shake the roof of the Capitol. They 
must put a red-hot prod to Murray and the other 
union leaders and compel them to stop wringing 
their, hands piteously before Congress and lead a 
campaign for adequate relief that will get results 
—and pronto!

Military Training
Local union groups, notably the CIO in Harris 

Count)', Texas, are reported to be seeking the es­
tablishment of organizations of workers "along 
military lines," according to a Washington dis­
patch in the N e w  Y o rk  T im es. March 8, and have 
asked the Office of Civilian Defense to assist them 
in securing military equipment and training.

Regardless of the immediate motivations for 
these moves — the workers give various objectives 
in which we are not interested — we support the 
efforts of union workers to securemilitary train­
ing. We believe that every worker able to bear 
arms should receive such training.

In a period such as this, when all great issues 
are being decided arms in hand, the workers 
should be prepared to defend themselves on every 
plane, including the military. Fascism, o f the 
home-grown as well as the imported variety, talks 
only the language of force, file workers niust be 
read)’ and able to answer that language or pay 
the consequences in slavery.

To be sure, the bosses will not favor the idea 
of military training for the workers, flic  l im e s  
story reports that at a recent meeting of union 
officials with Director of Civilian Defense Landis, 
it was pointed out by a union spokesman that 
bosses have opposed the organization of workers 
even into plant air-raid precaution corps because 
"management was afraid that in some cases the 
workers would get too much power.”

Bosses who are less fearful of fascism than of 
the workers getting "too much power", and boss- 
minded officers who hold similar views, are cer- 
tainly not the ones to control m ilitary training 
of the workers. They would control It not in the 
workers' interests, but in the interests of reaction.

Therefore, if the workers demand military train­
ing. as they should, they must at the same time 
demand.that it be under the control of their own 
organizations, the trade unions.

These local demands for m ilitary training for 
the workers reflect a sentiment which organized 
labor generally should support and encourage. 
These demands must be adopted as part of the 
program of the entire union movement and should 
include the program advocated by T il l . ’. M IL I­
TANT, that the government provide funds and 
equipment for military training of the workers 
under trade union control.

Taxes and Profits
I he new- tax bill proposed by Morgenthau on 

behalf of the administration asks an average over­
all increase in income taxes of 60 per cent. He 
wants the lower income brackets — the workers 
earning from $750 to $2500 a year — to pay a 
100 per cent increase in their taxes. This means 
that the rich, the corporation heads, the war prof­
iteers. etc., will be asked to pay far less than a 
100 per cent increase in theirs.

A few days after lie made this proposal, the 
Department of Commerce came out with a report 
that showed that from 1640 to 1941 "net income 
of incorporated business. . . increased by as much 
as 31 per cent, from $5,500,000.000 to $7.200,- 
000,000, even after the payment of a substantially 
augmented tax bill."

During the period from 1910 to 1911, tising 
prices ate away the small wage increases that the 
labor movement was able to secure in some cases, 
and sharply reduced the standard of living of most 
unorganized workers.

The reply of the workers to Morgenthau and 
the administration must be: The workers’ living 
standards are too low now. Let the corporations 
and the capitalists who are making profits out 
of the war such as they never made before, pay 
for the war!

Workers W ill Honor 
Tom Mooney A s A 
Great Labor M a rty r

Tom Mooney, one of American labor's greatest martyrs, 
died on March 6 in San Francisco from the effects of 22 years 
ol prison hell at San Quentin Penitentiary, where American 
capitalism had sent him on framed-up charges of participating 
in the 1916 San Francisco Preparedness Day Parade bombing.

-As a result ol more than two decades of world-wide work-
ins: class s tru g g le  to  w in  h is r e - v  
lease, Mooney was p e rm itte d  to I 
en joy th ree  years o f freedom  be­
fo re  tv is death. He was released 
on Jan. 7. titan by a pa rdon  from  
G overno r Olson o f C a lifo rn ia . But 
b is body was b roken  by b is  long  
p rison  to r tu re , and most o f his 
last, free years were spent on a 
ho sp ita l bed.

The fram e -u p  anti persecution 
o f Tom  Mooney was the d irec t I 
o u tg ro w th  o f the p ro -w a r at\M -| 
tahur d riv e  o f the  West, f ’ -iasl em­
p loye rs  p r io r  to A m e rica 's  e n try  
in to  Hie last w ar and was the  op­
e n ing  gun o f a b ru ta l o ffe ns ive  a- 
ga inst o rgan ized labo r w h ich  
spread th ro u g h o u t the co u n try .

D u r in g  the years o f h is im p ri-  | 
sonm en l. M ooney came In sym bo l-i 
izo to  Hie elass-rnnseious w o rke rs  , 
o f A m erica  and the w o r ld  not ju s t j 
an iso la ted ins tance  o f a m is c a r­
r ia g e  o f ju s tice , but a l iv in g  em ­
bodim ent o f the c ru e lty  and in ­
ju s tic e  o f A m e rican  c a p ita lism . Tom Mooney
HO W  M O O N EY W AS FR E E D

Mooney’s innocence had been 
c lea rly  established from  the mo­
m ent o f his a rres t. Every’ piece 
o f "evidence”  used to convict h im  i 
was proved to  bo fram ed ant j 
m anfactured. Those who testified  I 
against h im  W’ere pe rju re rs , as 
they themselves la te r confessed.

President W ilson was forced to j 
commute his o rig in a l sentence oi 
death to li fe  im prisonm ent in 
1918 as a resu lt both o f w o rld  
w o rk ing  class pro test— includ ing 
dem onstrations o f the. revo lu tion ­
a ry  Russian w orkers— and tin  
f lim s y  character o f the case a- 
ga ins t him .

The A m erican labor movement 
t ile d  every legal means to. obtain 
his freedom. B u t though even a 
U. S. Supreme C ourt decision, 
w h ile  denying- ju r is d ic tio n  in th- 
case, adm itted the shady char­
acter o f Mooney’s prosecution, 
the pow erfu l A m erican cap ita lis t 
class, th rou gh  its  courts and 
legal devices, continued to keef 
the prison doors closed and held 
his fa te  up as a g l im  th re a t to 
the w o rk in g  class. Had Tom j 
Mooney been some cap ita lis t . 
sw ind ler, the courts would have 
found a thousand legal loop-holes 
to e ffe c t his release.

He was fin a lly  g ranted h is ! 
freedom not fro m  good-w ill, b u t , 
because o f the g ro w in g  power o ' j 
the Am erican labor movement | 
and the recogn ition  by certa in  
ca p ita lis t po litic ians tha t Mooney 
in ja i l  would be a g rea te r ra lly -1  
m g figu re  fo r  m ilita n t labor tha i 
Mooney ou t o f ja il.  M oreover 
G overnor Olson, w h o used th ' 
prom ise o f M ooney’s pardon as a 
cam paign pledge, shrew dly made 
po litica l cap ita l out o f the over­
w he lm ing sen tim ent fo r  M ooney’s 
freedom.

Mooney conducted h im se lf be­
f o r e  his ca p ita lis t persecutors 
w ith  exem plary courage and for-1 
tit.udo. N o t fo r a m om ent in the 
years o f his im prisonm ent did he 
renounce his lo y a lty  to the w o rk ­
ing  class. He continued to defy 
his oppressors, re fus ing  to accep‘ 
his freedom on a parole which 
m ig h t have been in te rpre ted at 
an admission o f his own g u ilt anil I 
as an acq u itta l o f g u ilt  fo r his 
persecutors.

S U C C U M B E D  TO S T A L IN IS T S )
I t  m ust he stilted as a sad fa e t 

however, th a t d u rin g  the thro< 
years o f his freedom Mooney 
fa iled  to serve the w o rk in g  class I

as lie had in the past. He suc­
cumbed to the reac tionary  v irus  
o f S ta lin ism , and pe rm itte d  his 
deserved prestige among the 
workers to be exp lo ited by th is  
g rea test scourge o f the w o r l d  
labor movement. Under the g u id ­
ance o f the S ta lin is ts , he ended 
up by c a llin g  fo r  u n i t y  w ith  
those same reactionary  c a p ita lis t 
forces which had fram ed h im  
broken his body and condemned 
h im  to- 22 years o f l iv in g  he ll.

Nevertheless, t h e  Am erican 
workers, considering his long 
years o f m artyrdom  and loya l de 
votion to labor, w il l honor Moon­
ey, the symbol o f ca p ita lis t in ­
jus tice , and fo rg ive  Mooney, the 
sick ind iv idua l who in his deelin 
in g  days became a tool o f S ta l­
in ism .

W ith  cha rac te ris tic  hypocrisy 
the c a p ita lis t press which fo r 
years supported the conviction o f 
Mooney, now fre e ly  adm its h i; 
innocence. A  New Y ork  Tim es 
ed ito ria l, M arch 7, sm ug ly con­
cedes that, “ he was kep t long 
years in prison  no t because many 

I people believed h im  g u ilty , but 
because he had become a po litica l 
issue.”

T H E  T IM E S ’ SLURS
Now, tile  ru lin g  class would 

l i k e  the A m erican w orkers t 
fo rg e t the Mooney c a s e .  The 
Tim es seeks to denigrate the me­
m ory o f Tom Mooney by a tta ck ­
ing  his pe rsona lity— ‘‘He had no 
g rea t o r engaging qua lities . He 
ju s t happened to be innocent” —  
and proc la im s: “ Tom Mooney: 
Case D ism issed."

B u t the w o rk in g  class w i l l  not 
dism iss the Mooney case. I t  w i l l  
rem em ber how Tom Mooney fo r 
22 y e a r s  dem onstrated th a t 
g reatest and m ost engaging o f 
qua lities— uncom prom ising loya l 
ty  to labor and uny ie ld ing  defi­
ance to the exp lo ite rs  o f labor. 
The w o rk ing  class w i l l  engrave 
the name Tom Mooney im perish - 
ab ly  in its  memory, along w ith  
the R a ym arke t m a rty rs , Sacco 
and Vanz.etti, and a ll the long lis t 
o f those whose s u ffe r in g  has ep i­
tom ized the innate viciousness o f 
cap ita lism .

No, the Mooney case is not 
closed so fa r  as the w o rk in g  class 
Is concerned. T h a t case w i l l  not 
be dismissed u n til the ca p ita lis t 
system itse lf, which continues te 
breed its  Mooney cases, lias been 
dismissed fo reve r by the fina l 
judgm en t o f the p ro le ta ria t.

New York School Presents 
Cannon In Trotskyism Series

T he  second tin It o f ( lie  w in te r  
te rm  o f t lie New Y o rk  School of 
Social Science begins .on W ednes­
day. M arch  IX. i t  is fea tu red  by 
a series o f s ix  lec tu res  on I lie 
H is to ry  o f T ro ts k y is m  in A m e r­
ica. to be de live red  by James I ’ . 
Cannon. S ecre ta ry  o f the S ocia l­
is t  W o rke rs  P a rty  and one o f the 
founders  o f ( lie  T ro ts k y is t  m ove­
ment' in  ( lie  U n ited  States.

The  firs t le c tu re  in  ttie  series 
w i l l  deal w ith  Hie backg round  o f 
the T ro ts k y is t movement, in  the  
C om m unist P a rty , the  expu ls ion  
o f t lie fo llo w e rs  o f T ro ts k y is m  
and (lie  fo u n d in g  o f I he L e ft Op­
pos itio n  and the  C om m unist Lea­

gue of America.
The va lue  o f these lectu res, de­

live re d  as they are  by one o f the 
lead ing  p a rt ic ip a n ts  in  the  events 
to  lie trea ted , cannot be overes­
tim a te d  by s tuden ts  o f M a rx ia n  
p o lit ic s  in  th is  co u n try .

T ito  lec tu res  w i l l  begin p ro m p t­
ly  at 7:15 P.M. and W ill be held 
at t ile  Labor Tem ple . 242 East 
M i l l  S tree t. New Y o rk . T he  fee 
w i l l  lie  $1 fo r  the  series o f s ix . 
o r 25c, fo r each in d iv id u a l lec- 
t nrc*.

F o llo w in g  the  Cannon series, 
on (tie  same even ing, w i l l  he a 
series on M odern A m e rican  C ap i­
ta lis m  conducted by C.. Charles.

THE NOTEBOOK 
OF AN AGITATOR

Good-Bye, Tom  M ooney!

Poor Toni Mooney is dead, the long 
c ruc ifix ion  is ended and the m a rty r  is 
taken down from  the cross and la id  away 
in his grave. “ The case is closed,”  said 
ihe New Y o rk  T im es, in an ed ito ria l th a t 
was b rie f and neat and snug and smug. 
They are th rough w ith  Tom Mooney and 
they are glad o f it .  Ah, yes, indeed, the 
case is closed, and w e ll i t  is, fo r  i t  had 
dragged ou t an unseemly tim e, the thread 
o f the s to ry  had been lost and the g ra n ­
deur o f the long dram a was bogged down 
in a soggy and pathetic an ti-c lim ax.

The Mooney case is closed! The case 
which m irro red  Am erican Justice as it 
re a lly  is; the case th a t broke from  the 
g r ip  o f the fram e-up gang and shot 
like  a b o lt o f lig h tn in g  fro m  San 
Francisco to Red P etrograd in ' 1917. 
and then flashed around the. w o rld ; 
the case th a t moved the hearts o f m il­
lions; the Mooney case, w ith  a ll its  noble 
heroism, its  unu tterab le  tragedy  and its  
shabby epilogue, is ended now. They 
buried Tom the o ther day in  San F ra n ­
cisco where, i f  you stand on a h igh h il l 
on a c lear a fternoon, you can see the 
sun go- down to the sea in b laz ing g lo ry  
behind San Q uentin across the bay.

T h e  F u n e ra l W as a 
F ram e-up , T oo

Even Tom  M ooney’s fun e ra l was : 
fram e-up and a tragedy. The dead body 
o f the man who was buried a live  because 
o f his opposition to the f irs t  w o rld  w a r 
was held up as a sacrific ia l o ffe r in g  to 
the second. The “ un ited ”  labo r fake rs  
o ffic ia ted, and the services were p a tr io t i­
ca lly  dedicated to “ u n ity  fo r  democ­
racy.”  There was an iron ic  tw is t to th is  
dedication which could no t have been 
noticed by the d u ll-w itte d  authors. God 
knows Torn M ooney’s share o f democ­
racy was no th ing  to brag about. The 
services w e r e  concluded, reports  the 
T im es, w ith  the s ing ing  o f the “ S ta r 
Spangled Banner” — a tr ib u te , so to 
speak, to  the f la g  which floa ted so proud­
ly  fo r  22 years over the. prison which 
confined the rebel who was p u t there in 
the f irs t  place because he sang another 
song.

Mooney, in his pam phlet, “ Tom Moon­
ey Betrayed by Labor Leaders,”  re ferred 
to h im se lf and B illin g s  as “ symbols q f 
Am erican class jus tice  v ia  the fram e- 
up.”  And he was 100% correct. “ O rgan­
ized cap ita l fram ed us,”  he said, and he 
accused “ a ll m a jo r labor leaders w ith  a 
few  notable exceptions”  o f consp iring  
w ith  his persecutors to keep him  in  ja il.  
They im prisoned Mooney— as they im ­
prisoned Debs and Haywood and hun­
dreds o f others— in o rder to c lear the 
road o f m il ita n t  labo r opposition to  the 
f ir s t  w orld  w ar, and they  kep t h im  in 
prison fo r  revenge and fo r  a w a rn in g  to 
others.

They are scheming to  do the same 
th in g  over again, to  o the r m ilita n ts , in 
view  o f the present w a r, b u t the re  was 
no h in t o f th is , to  say no th ing  o f a p ro ­
tes t aga ins t it, a t M ooney’s fune ra l 
T h a t fun e ra l service was a sacrilegious 
defam ation o f the cause fo r  which M oon­
ey fou gh t and su ffe red ; and a treacher­
ous and h yp ocritica l pretense th a t eve ry­
th in g  is rosy now. I t  was a fie ld day 
fo r  repud ia tion  o f the class s trugg le , 
and dedication to “ u n ity ”  o f the labor 
fake rs  w ith  the oppressors and e x p lo it­
ers o f labor.

E v e ry th in g  Was N ice  and Tam e
N a tu ra lly , the tone and s p ir it  o f  the 

old, long, m il ita n t  f ig h t o f the w orkers 
fo r  Mooney’s freedom was absent from  
th is  macabre ceremony. A n  u n ru ly  “ red 
inob,”  dem onstra ting  before the A m e r­
ican Embassy in P etrograd in 1917, sav­
ed Tom Mooney's life . The “ labor lead­
ers”  deserted and betrayed him , bu t the

“ Reds”  rem ained his friends. They kept 
his cause a live  and w ro te  his name on 
banners carried  on every f ig h tin g  p icket 
line.

The fun e ra l was a repud ia tion  o f a ll 
th is  row dy s tu ff.  “ U n ity ”  was the w atch­
word there, says the dispatch o f the 
New Y ork  T im es, “ instead o f the v it r io ­
lic  tirades which had m arked m a n y  
Mooney meetings in  the past.”  E ve ry ­
th in g  was nice and tam e and c ircu m ­
spect. Russian Bolsheviks shouting, 
“ M un i! M u n i!”  before the Am erican E m ­
bassy, and Am erican m ilita n ts  denounc­
in g  “ class ju s tice ”  in tu rb u le n t demon­
stra tions, would have been as much out 
o f place on the p la tfo rm  a t M ooney’s 
fune ra l as the unkem pt fishermen apos­
tles o f C h ris t a t a C hris tian  church ser­
vice on F if th  Avc.

The Tim es beams com placently over 
the happy conclusion o f the unpleasant 
business o f the Mooney case. T roub le  o f 
th is  k ind  belongs to  the past. Nobody 
was to blame. “ In  tw e n ty -s ix  years 
m u c h  w a te r has gone over the dam. 
Labor and the em ployer arc closer to 
understand ing each o the r.”  The Mooney 
case was ju s t  one o f those th ings.

I t  w a s  a l l  a m isunderstand ing, i t  
seems; perhaps a tra g ic  m isunderstand­
ing. A nyw ay, i t  was a h it  tra g ic  fo r  
Mooney, you w il l  have to  adm it, i f  you 
rem em ber back. T w en ty -tw o  years are 
qu ite  a s tre tch. In  fa c t, when you take 
them  ou t o f a m an’s li fe  you don’t  leave 
him  much. And th a t is the saddest, the 
m ost heart-rend ing  p a r t  o f the case o f 
Tom Mooney. W hen they f in a lly  got 
around to pardoning h im  three years 
ago i t  soon became apparent th a t they 
hadn’t  le f t  h im  a n y th in g  o f his old se lf.

W asn’ t H is  O ld -S e lf A ny M ore
The fine s trong  body o f the young 

iron  m older which they locked up in  1916 
was shot to pieces when they fin a lly  
turned him  loose in 19-39. A l l  bu t s ix  
m onths o f his th ree  years o f freedom 
were spent, f la t  on his back, in a hos­
p ita l bed. A lso, his m ind, under a l l the 
ba tte rings  and shocks and d isappo in t­
ments i t  had suffe red, had los t its  razo r 
edge and its  fine sense o f d isc rim in a ­
tion .

In  his confusion he m ixed h im se lf up 
w ith  the  S ta lin is ts . F rom  such an asso­
c ia tion  no man. n o t even Tom  Mooney, 
could emerge w h o lly  clean, fo r  i t  is w r i t ­
ten th a t “ he th a t toucheth p itch  sha ll 
be defiled th e re w ith .”  He played ba ll 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts  and they used h im  
fo r  th e ir  purposes. Thus, the m ag n ifi­
cent book o f Tom M ooney’s l i fe  closed 
w ith  a d ir ty  and u g ly  chapter.

L e t us t r y  to  fo rg e t tha t, and rem em ­
ber the lion-hearted fig h te r in his prim e; 
rem em ber h im  as he so often , and so 
p roud ly  and so t r u ly  described h im se lf, 
as “ a symbol o f m il ita n t  la bo r.”  T h a t 
he was, in fac t, th roughou t the  endless 
years o f his m artyrdom .

* * *

Good bye, Tom . Rest easy. You arc 
en titled  to  it .  In due tim e  eve ry th in g  
w ill be made r ig h t. Those who crucified 
you s t i l l  s it  in  the seats o f  power, more 
a rro g a n t than ever. They arc  g a ily  o r ­
gan iz ing  another s laugh te r fo r  p ro fit  
and pe lf, and th e ir  d ir ty  labo r agents 
a t y o u r own fu n e ra l mocked the cause 
fo r  w h ich you suffered. B u t the day o f 
reckoning w ill come. The young gen­
era tion  o f revo lu tiona ry  m ilita n ts , in ­
spired by the m em ory o f Tom  Mooney—  
the rebel Tom Mooney, the  rea l Tom 
Mooney —  who turned aw ay fro m  th is  
ghoulish spectacle w ith  a b it te r  curse, 
w ill avenge you r long m arty rdo m , nobly 
borne. A nd they w ill avenge yo u r fu n ­
era l, too. They w ill y e t d ig  up you r 
bones and b u ry  them over again p rope r­
ly , w ith  a cerem ony— and a song— they 
deserve. j .  p . c


