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U.S. AIMS AT WORLD RULE, SAYS KNOX
W ill " Police 
Seven Seas"  For 
Next 100 Years

Kremlin Conceals Real 
Reasons For Defeats
Exaggerates Moscow Conference Results 
To Hide Lack Of Competent Army Leaders, 
Failure To Inspire Revolutionary Struggle

B y A R T  PREIS

The Kremlin is making fantastic claims for the results of 
the Moscow tnree-power conlerence on aid to the Soviet Union.

Thanking the representatives of the imperialist democracies 
for the "bountitul supplies" already sent to the USSR, Stalin 
on October l put forth the claim that the promised aid w ill 
enable the Soviet forces "lo rthw ith  to strengthen their relentless
deienso and. develop vigorous at.-'* --------------------------
tacks against Uie invad ing a rm y." | j n con junction w ith  statem ents by 

.Lozovsky, c lne i ot tne sov ie i L o rd s  Moyne and Clement A ttlee 
In lo rm a tio n  bureau, stated m at in  behalf of the government, we 
the Moscow agreement has • coioo- have a declaration of de fin ite  
sal explosive powers”  aiid “ w ill po licy w h ich  can be summed up

as lim ite d  assistance to Russia, 
re jection of m il ita ry  action aim 
‘ceaseless study of the problem .’ ” 
(D a i ly  Worker,  Sept. 22).

On the very day of the conclu­
sion of the conlerence, the Dairy

have a deadly practica l nature io i 
the Germans.”

A  Moscow dispatch in  the Da ily  
Worker,  October 4, declares: “ in e  
pooling of the vast resources oi 
the U.S.A., Great B r ita in  and the
USSR are guarantees that H i t le i  | WoV er, October 2, s t i l l  said edit- 
iL-ill meet his doom, the Izvestia
stated.”

The D a i ly  Worker,  October 6, 
ca lls the conference! resu lts a 
"deadly blow to H it le r .”

These cla im s about the extent 
and im portance of the fo rthcom ­
in g  m a te ria l a id  from  the A llie s  
are in  sharp con trast to the a t­
titud e  of the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir 
press in  the days im m edia te ly pre­
ceding the conference.

H a r r y  P o l l i t t ,  leading B r it is h  
S ta lin is t, pub lic ly  declared on 
September 21:

"C h u rch ill's  po licy announced on 
September 9, com pletely fa iled to 
sa tis fy  public disquiet. . . Taken

o r ia lly :

"Some m ateria ls  have reached 
the Soviet Union from  Am erica, 
but thus fa r i t  has been on ly a 
token. N e ithe r the vast quantity 
nor the fu l l  range of m ateria ls 
necessary fo r effective aid to the 
Soviet Union has been sent.”

B ut even m a te ria l aid Is not suf­
f ic ie n t in  its e lf to save the s itua ­
tion , added the D a ily  Worker,  
s ta ting :

"N o t on ly is much la rge r and 
speedier a id  necessary fo r  .the 
Soviet Union, but our country . . . 
must undertake equal responsibil 
i t y  fo r  the m i l i ta ry  destruction oj

New Pamphlet On S W P  
Prosecution Now On Sale

NEW YORK, Oct. 7.— I he 
C iv il Rights Detense Commit­
tee has just published a pamph­
let setting iorth the main tacts 
and important issues involved 
in the Federal Prosecution oi 
the Socialist Workers Party and 
Local 544 -00 . The pamphlet 
has been written by George E. 
Novack, Secretary of the Com­
mittee, and contains a fore­
word by James T. Farrell, no­
ted novelist, author of "Studs 
Lonigan", and Chairman of the 
C iv il Rights Defense Commit­
tee.

In his foreword James Far­
rell makes the following signi­
ficant comments on the case:

“ I  once heard free  speech cyn­
ic a lly  described as a r ig h t  which 
the c itizen possesses as long  as 
he doesn’t  exercise it .  Do we w a n t 
th is  s ta tem ent to  be more than 
mere cyn ic ism ? Do we w a n t i t  
to  be a descrip tion o f the sta tus 
o f free  speech, o f c iv il liberties, 
in  the U n ited  States —  in  the 
year 1941 ? These questions, in 
essence p o in t to  the v ita l issue 
invo lved in  the M innesota ‘Sedi­
tious C onsp iracy’ case.

“ T h is  case is the m ost im p o r­
ta n t in vo lv in g  c iv i l libe rtie s  since 
the tr ia ls  o f the I.W .W . members 
d u rin g  the F ir s t  W o rld  W ar. A nd 
i t  is s im ila r  to  the I.W .W . cases 
in its  fundam enta l po in t. Both 
constitu ted a ttacks on the  labor 
movement. I t  is  ax iom atic  th a t 
the re  can be no freedom  in  a so­
c ie ty  i f  labo r is no t free . The 
basis o f our lib e rtie s  rests, fo r ­
m a lly , on the unconditiona l g u a r­
antees g iven us in  the B il l  o f 
R igh ts . I t  rests ac tu a lly  on the 
freedom  o f labor. In  I ta ly ,  when 
Benito M usso lin i rose to  power, 
he undertook an im m ediate a t­
tack  on a ll w o rk ing -c lass o rgan­
iza tions and he crushed them ; in  
Germ any, th is  was also the f i r s t  
step o f A do lph H it le r  a fte r  he 
became Chancellor. The m a jo r 
step in  the re s tr ic tio n , the 
ab ridgem ent and the ab o lition  o f 
c iv i l lib e rtie s  is  a lw ays the same

i — i t  is an a tta ck  on the po litica l 
i and economic r ig h ts  o f labor, 

‘th is  is w hy the  M innesota ‘Sedi­
tious Consp iracy’ case is o f such 
c ruc ia l im portance.

“ Today, the re  are few  places on 
th is  globe where a m an is pe r­
m itte d  honestly and openly to  ex­
press his ideas and to  defend his 
convictions. The A m erican peo­
ple  do n o t w a n t th is  to  happen 
in  the U n ited  States. The way 
to  p reven t th is  is to  im p lem ent 
and s treng then our c iv il r ig h ts . 
And we can and m us t do th is  by 
defending them . Freedom  of 
speech is meaningless i f  i t  is 
freedom  to 'a g re e  w ith  those who 
are in  power. N o  rea l social ad­
vance is ever a tta ined  in  th a t 
manner. Unless th is  a tta ck  on 
our basic r ig h ts  is checked, i t  w il l 
establish a  precedent fo r  subse­
quent ones. T h is  is precise ly the 
m anner in  w h ich lib e r ty  dies. 
Inch by inch i t  is  eaten away. 
One precedent a fte r  another is es­
tab lished. Repressive and reac­
tio n a ry  tendencies are b u ilt  up 
u n t il the y  can, in tim e, resemble 
a tid a l wave. W hen th a t has hap­
pened —  i t  is too la te .”

The pam ph le t sells fo r  five  
cents and copies can be obtained 
fro m  the office o f the C iv il R ights 
Defense Com m ittee a t 160 F if th  
Avenue, New  Y o rk  C ity .

The f ir s t  m eeting o f the N a ­
tio n a l Com m ittee o f the C iv il 
R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee was 
held on Monday, October 6th, a t 
w h ich a sta tem ent on p o licy  was 
ra t if ie d  and plans made fo r  the 
extension o f the Com m ittee’s 
w o rk  in  the ne x t fe w  months. 
New  members o f. the  N a tion a l 
Com m ittee include A lice  Stone 
B lackw e ll, p ro m ine n t f ig h te r  fo r  
women’s r ig h ts , A lfre d  Baker 
Lew is, w e ll-know n Socia list, Dr. 
B en jam in  L ip p in c o tt o f the U n i­
v e rs ity  o f M innesota, Joseph G il­
be rt o f the M innesota M id land 
Cooperative W holesale, Charles 
D. E gley, M anager, Farm ers 
U n ion L ivestock Com m ission Co., 
St. Paul, Minnesota.

H it le r . "  That 
ern fron t.

is, open up a west-

S IT U A T IO N  N O T C H A N G E D
Has the a ttitud e  of the Church­

i l l  government, as described b> 
P o llit t ,  now changed overnight? 
Has the Soviet Union's m ilita ry  
s itua tion , fo r w h ich the Dally  
W orker  says more help is needed 
than mere m ateria l aid, now taken 
a m agical tu rn  fo r  the better?

N ot a t a ll. These fulsome claim s 
fo r the resu lts of the Moscow 
conference are made in  order to 
s t if le  the doubts and serious con­
cern of the S ta lin is t ranks every­
where, about the causes fo r the 
disastrous defeats continuously 
suffered by the Red A rm y  since 
the inception of the war.

T h is  ag ita tio n  about the s ig n if­
icance of the “ a id ”  promised by 
C h urch ill and Roosevelt is only 
a S ta lin is t smoke-screen to hide 

(Continued on page 2)

Can't Discuss Soviet W ar

Soviet fac to ry  w orkers a t a D im itro v  p lan t being tau gh t the mechanism o f r if le s  and other 
arm s in prepara tion  fo r  service w ith  the armed forces aga inst the Nazis.

Stalin Forbids Soviet Masses 
To Discuss War Developments
Measure Is Intended To Silence Those Who 
Are Critical Of Kremlin's Ruinous Policies

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
(T h is  is the second o f a series o f a rtic les  on conditions in  the 

Soviet Union today, based on the firs t num ber o f consecutive issues 
of Moscow newspapers availab le  in  th is  coun try  in  a lm ost a yea r).

The Soviet Union was placed under martial law on June 
22, the day Flitler started his invasion. M ilita ry  authorities 
now rule supreme. No one is permitted to enter or leave Mos­
cow. Workers who live in the suburbs of Moscow must obtain 
special permits to go to their jobs in the city. (Pravda, June 26).

But even martial law is not rigorous enough for Stalin's 
requirements. After two weeks of war, on July 5, he issued a 
special ukase v irtua lly  forbidding people to ta lk! The text of 
this ukase, issued in the name o: ""
the P resid ium  of the Supreme 
Council of the USSR, fo llow s:

" I t  is hereby decreed th a t who­
ever is g u ilty  of spreading in 
w a rtim e  false rum ors arousing 
a larm  among the populace shall 
be sentenced by ve rd ic t of the 
courts m art ia l  to a term  o f 2 to f> 
years In prison, unless the nature 
of the crim e is such as carries 
w ith  i t  a severer pena lty by law ”  
( l 'ravda,  Ju ly  6).

W ith  th is  ukase S ta lin  has, in 
effect, scrapped the S ta lin is t 
“ C o ns titu tio n " w ith  a ll its  "g u a r­
antees” . The m il ita ry  tribu na ls  
— the courts m a rt ia l— are the sole 
judges of the d is tinc tion , i f  any, 
between “ free speech”  and “ false 
rum or.”

Even the judges are instructed 
in  advance. The Secretary of 
Propaganda of the Moscow D is­
t r ic t  Com m ittee o f the Communist 
P a rty  elucidated the ukase as fo l­
lows:

"E specia lly  in to le rab le today. . . 
are general discussions, empty 
and abstract babble. . . In  accord­
ance w ith  the new ukase of the 
Presid ium  o f the Supremo Council 
of the USSR i t  Is necessary to 
conduct the most ruth less s trug ­
gle against the dissem inators of 
false rum ors arousing alarm  
among the populace. Our work 
m ust be directed toward the ex­
tirp a tio n  of spies and diversion- 
ists, the exposure o f panicky 
people, provocateurs, etc.”

I t  w i l l  be observed th a t the 
Secretary o f P ropaganda makes 
no d is tinc tio n  w hatever be­
tween a “ babb ler”  and a “ spy” ; 
between “ panicky people”  and 
“ d ivers ion is ts .”  They are lu m p ­
ed together a long w ith  “ d is ­
sem inators o f fa lse rum ors,”  
“ provocateurs” , etc. Perhaps 
th is  is m ere ly an excess o f 
zeal? P R A V D A  its e lf  hastens 
to  dispel any illus ions on th is  
score in  a lead ing ed ito ria l.
"F asc is t p lunderers,”  thunders 

Pravda,  “ are t ry in g  to employ the 
methods o f d lvers ion ism  and

espionage on the broadest scale 
im aginable. The fascist cu t­
throats are o u tf it t in g  th e ir  spies 
and d iversion ists w ith  un iform s 
of m ilitia -m en and Red soldiers. 
They t r y  to invest them w ith  the 
appearance of Soviet citizens.”

T R Y IN G  TO S E P A R A T E  
W O R K E R  A N D  S O LD IE R

Anyone wearing the un ifo rm  of 
the Red A rm y  is thus a potentia l 
suspect. “ I t  would be a m istake,”  
continues Pravda,  " to  th in k  tha t 
the enemy is sending his d ive r­
sionists and spies on ly behind the 
lines close to tho fron t. The

fascist barbarians are try in g  to 
penetrate deep in to  the in te r io r  
in  order to perpetra te th e ir  black 
deeds hero.”

Obviously, tiie  K re m lin  wants to 
erect an im penetrable b a rr ie r o f 
suspicion between soldiers and 
c iv ilians . To engage a sold ier in 
conversation is to ru n  the r is k  of 
being charged w ith  contacting an 
agent of the enemy. B u t th a t is 
not a ll. The K re m lin  wants no 
discussions of any k ind , ne ither 
among soldiers nor among c iv i l­
ians. Pravda  makes no bones 
about it :

“ NO U N N E C E S S A R Y  CO N­
V E R S A TIO N S , NO S U P E R ­
F LU O U S  W ORDS! T H E  B A B ­
B LE R  IS  T H E  F IR S T  A S S IS T ­
A N T  OF T H E  SPY A N D  D I- 
V E R S IO N IS T ”  (P ravda, Ju ly  
13).

In  order tc illu s tra te  tha t the 
GPU alone is equipped to pass 
judgm ent on the character o f con­
versations, Pravda  featured the 
case of a Soviet w orker. “ On 
June 25,”  says Pravda,  “ one Ts. 
was doing some repa ir w o rk  in a 
house on one of the centra l streets 
o f Moscow . . . Ts. deported h im ­
self very freely, and w ish ing  to

show o ff th a t he was a 'w e ll-in ­
form ed person’, to ld  the house­
w ife  a ll sorts of fan tastic  non­
sense.”  We in te rru p t at th is  point 
to exp la in  th a t Pravda  is not at 
a il enraged by the fact a Soviet 
w o rke r was kept busy repa iring  
an apartm ent instead of being en­
gaged in  defense work. W orkers 
do not live  in  houses in  the center 
of Moscow. The house in  question 
was not a t a ll an o rd in a ry  house, 
but th a t of a bureaucrat. And the 
“ housewife”  obviously was the 
w ife  of an im portan t person. 
Could any th ing  he more sus­
picious than a w orker fee ling at 
ease in  such circumstances? The 
"housew ife”  im m edia te ly reported 
th is  most suspicious behavior to 
the police.

“ Tho investigation proved,” 
emphasizes Pravda, " th a t Ts. was 
system atica lly engaged in  counter­
revo lu tiona ry  ag ita tion  among the 
workers in  the bu ild ing  trades, 
and was try in g  to sow panic."

W hat greater c r im in a l could 
there be than a w o rke r who 
th in ks  he can deport h im self 
“ fre e ly ”  or “ show o f f ”  how much 
he knows in  public? To ja i l  w ith  

(Continued on page 3)

Grant Dunne, 1894-1941

GRANT DUNNE

M IN N E A P O L IS , M innesota, Oct. 5. —  In  i l l  
health  fo r  a long tim e  as a re su lt o f shell-shock 
su ffe red d u rin g  the f i r s t  W o rld  W ar, G ran t 
Dunne, O rgan izer fo r  M o to r T ransp o rt and A llie d  
W orkers  In d u s tr ia l Un ion Local 544-CIO, com­
m itted  suicide yesterday. S ho rtly  a fte r  6 P. M. 
he was found fa ta l ly  wounded on the f lo o r  o f a 
bedroom in the apa rtm en t in  which he lived w ith  
his w ife  and tw o o f th e ir  fo u r  sons. A  22 -ta rge t 
p is to l la y  a t his side. He had been shot th rough  
the r ig h t  temple.

H is  w ife , C lara and th e ir  ten -year old son 
Russell, were in the apa rtm en t a t the tim e  o f the 
shooting. D epu ty  Coroner D r. E m il Johnson o f ­
f ic ia lly  pronounced the death a suicide by shoot­
in g  and said th a t no inquest would be held.

W o rke rs  M o u rn  H is  Loss
Thousands o f M inneapolis tru c k  d rive rs  are 

g r ie f-s tr icken  over th is  tragedy which has ended 
the li fe  o f a devoted and courageous trade un ion 
leader, who, toge ther w ith  his bro thers M iles and 
V incen t and o ther M inneapolis m ilita n ts , b u ilt  
the D rive rs  U n ion 544 in to  one o f the m ost pow­
e r fu l labo r o rgan iza tions in  the country . These 
workers who have gained so much th rough  th e ir  
union, understand th a t the blows which had been 
s tru ck  a t 544-CIO in  recent m onths by  Stassen, 
B la ir  and the state apparatus as w e ll as by Tobin, 
Roosevelt and the F B I, pressed he av ily  upon 

(Continued on page 4)

Admits This War Will be Followed By Other 
Imperialist Struggles For World Domination

By GEORGE B R E IT M A N

A m e rica n  im p e ria lis m  does n o t have and canno t 
a ffo rd  to  have a perspective  o f  peace a fte r  the  de­
fea t o f  H it le r  in  th is  w ar, fo r  i t  m us t w o rk  fo r  w o r ld  
d o m in a tio n  and the  assurance tha t th is  d o m in a tio n  
w i l l  be m a in ta in e d  fo r  ‘ a h u n d re d  years, a t least,’ 
S ecretary o f  the  Navy K n o x  to ld  the  A m e rica n  B ar 
A ssoc ia tion  in  In d ia n a p o lis  on  O ctobe r 1.

Knox’s warning that an American-British victory in World 
War II would not usher in a period of lasting peace but would 
be only the first step in the direction of world domination by 
the victorious powers, came in the course of a speech pleading 
for support of a naval expansion policy that would permit the 
United States, together with Great Britain, to "police the seven 
seas” after the war.

Knox, authoritative spokesman for the Administration, in 
this intimation of the imperialist w'ar aims and problems of the 
Am erican bosses, avoided m uch ’’ 
o f the h igh  sounding cam ouflage 
and ta lk  about “ fo u r  freedom s”  
employed b y  R o o s e v e l t  and 
C h u rch ill to  decorate th e ir  E ig h t 
Points.

A m erica  is a lready in  the  war, 
he said, and “ the w o rld  has now 
grow n so sm all, so in te rre la ted , 
so in terdependent th a t, t r y  as we 
w ill,  we cannot escapo fro m  th is  
task ”  (o f in su rin g  A m erican dom­
ina tion  o f the w o rld ).

“ I t  is by no means su ffic ien t 
th a t we take those steps neces­
sary  to c lear the sea lanes o f the 
bandits w h ich  now in fe s t them.
We m ust do m ore than  th a t. We 
m ust do ou r fu l l  share and more, 
to guarantee th a t  they sha ll be 
kep t c lear o f p ira tes  in  the f u ­
ture. . . ( I t  m eans) th a t the g re a t 
law -ab id ing , peace-loving nations 
(U n ited  States and G reat B r i t ­
a in ) m ust take tho power in to  
th e ir  hands and keep i t  the re  fo r  
a long  tim e  to  come to prevent 
the in au gura tion  o f another 
w o rld  w a r. . .”

NO P R O M IS E  OF P E A C E  
K no x  makes no promises th a t 

such a course w i l l  mean peace. 
A s a m a tte r o f fa c t he s tro n g ­
ly  indicates th a t o ther wars 
w i l l  have to  be fo u g h t by the 
m aster nations o f the w o rld  i f  
they w a n t to  m a in ta in  supre­
macy.

“ We w i l l  no t engage in  any 
id le dreams o f a m illen iu m . We 
are no t go ing to stop a l l  wars. 
B u t I  am convinced we, fo r  our 
own sa fe ty  and pro tection , and 
fo r  the m aintenance o f ou r w ay 
o f life , sha ll have to  prov ide an 
in te rregnum  in  w h ich  we w i l l  not 
on ly devote ourselves to  the p u r­
s u it o f peaceful aims, b u t p ro ­
vide the essentia l m ig h t to en­
force such a peace on those who 
ire  no t w i ll in g  v o lu n ta r ily  to  p u r­
sue such a course. .

“ I f  we m ust f ig h t ,  and m ark 
th is  we ll, there w i l l  n o t be fo r 
many years to  come a tim e  when 
we m ay no t have to  f ig h t,  then 
w ith  m odem  weapons w h a t they 
are, le t us determ ine th a t we w i l l  
f ig h t  elsewhere than our own 
soil. . .”

K nox  has no illus ions  th a t the 
v ic to ry  o f e ithe r the  “ dem ocra tic”  
o r the  fasc is t im p e ria lis ts  in th is  
w a r w i l l  b r in g  in any la s tin g  pe r­
iod o f peace. N o r does he p re ­
tend th a t any W orld  W a r I I  edi­
tion  o f the  League o f N a tions 
w il l  do aw ay w ith  im p e ria lis t w a r 
o r im p e r ia lis t peace.

“ Sometime, somewhere, an 
in te rn a tio n a l o rder m ay emerge 
which need no t re ly  on force, 
b u t th a t tim e, unhapp ily , is a 
long w ay o ff.

“ In  the  in te r im , a ju s t ly  con­
ducted, peace-loving fo rce  m ust 
in tervene to  save the w o rld  fro m  
se lf-destruction . The founda tion

o f such a fo rce , as I  have in d i­
cated, m ust be the con tro l o f the 
seas by  the U n ited  States and 
G reat B r ita in . . .”

W H A T  “ F R E E D O M  OF 
T H E  S E A S ”  M E A N S

In  th is  speech K nox dw e lt a t 
g re a t leng th  on the im p e ria lis t 
concept o f “ freedom  o f the seas,”  
and stressed its  use n o t on ly  as 
a slogan fo r  complete e n try  in to  
the w ar, but fo r  w o rld  dom ination 
a fte r  the w a r.

“ The ob jective o f a l l naval op­
erations is con tro l o f m a r it im i 
com m unications and the a b ility  
to  preserve such communicatione 
fo r  one’s own use, w hethe r m il i­
ta ry  o r com m ercial, and to denj 
them  to the enemy. . .”

“ I  hope th a t w h a t I  have said 
does make fo r  a be tte r under* 
stand ing o f how v ita l to us is the 
p rinc ip le  o f the freedom  o f the 
seas. T h is  freedom  means tha t 
the g re a t h is to r ic  h ighw ays ‘ oi 
the na tions are free  fo r  the us« 
o f a l l a like, on even term s, save 
on ly  those a c tiv itie s  w h ich  ara 
designed to be hostile  and ag ­
gressive. . .”

“ Freedom o f the seas”  is no t 
an abstract p r in c ip le  fo r  K nox  
and the c a p ita lis t class he rep re ­
sents. In  th e ir  double ta lk  i t  be­
comes m onopoly o f the  seas by 
the U n ited  States and its  sa te l­
lites . The seas w i l l  be “ fre e ”  to 
them, bu t they w i l l  be “ con tro l­
led”  fo r  o ther nations whose ac­
t iv it ie s  “ w hethe r m il ita ry  o r 
com m ercia l”  m ay be regarded as 
hostile  or aggressive to  the dom in­
an t powers. Thus, fo r  example, 
tho U n ited  States and G reat B r i t ­
a in  w i l l  be able to shu t o f f  the 
use o f the seas to  any na tion  th a t 
tr ie s  to compete w ith  them  com­
m erc ia lly  in  any fo re ig n  m arke t, 
fo r  th a t  would be regarded as 
hostile  o r aggressive.

“ A ggressor nations m ust no t 
be allowed to  deprive other 
powers o f the free  use o f the 
seas upon which th e ir  lives and 
fu tu re s  depend. T h is  is the 
essence o f the  m eaning o f the 
p rinc ip le  o f the freedom  o f the 
seas. .

N a tions w h ich  the Am eriean- 
A ng lo  con tro lle rs  o f the seas con­
sider “ aggressive”  w i l l  n o t be 
pe rm itted  to deprive o ther nations 
o f the use o f seas —  on ly  the 
U n ited  States and G reat B r ita in  
w i l l  be able to  do th a t, says 
Knox.

W H O  W IL L  R U N  T H E  
W’O R LD  A F T E R  T H E  W A R

A nd who else besides the U n ited  
States and the B r it is h  E m pire  
w i l l  decide these questions when 
the second “ w a r fo r  democracy,”  
is over? K nox makes c lear th a t 
no o ther na tion  wall have any say 
in  th is  m a tte r unless i t  is  com- 

(Continued on page 2)



Labor Groups Denounce 
Union-Buster LaGuardia
Anti-Labor Policies Hit By TW U, Teachers, 
Municipal Workers and Negro Groups

W ithout consulting the wishes of the rank-and-file of their 
member organizations, the bureaucratic tops of the New York 
Central Labor Union (A LL ) and of the New York Industrial 
Union Council (CIO) have announced their support o f onion- 
buster Fiorello II. UaGuardia in the coming elections. A t the 
same time, unions affiliated to these same groups have in the 
past two weeks come out with strong condemnations of Ua 
Guardia's anti-labor policies, indicating that the union leaders 
speak on ly  fo r  themselves and
aga inst the in te rests  o f the rank 
and file.

labor, a n ti-N e g ro  policies.
On J u ly  19, H e rb e rt Newton,

L a s t week, tw o  hundred and I Negro vice-president of the WPA
f i f t y  delegates assembled a t the 
th ird  b iennia l convention o f the 
T ransp o rt W orkers  U n ion in New 
Y o rk  C ity  heard A lla n  S. H a y­
wood, na tiona l d irec to r o f the C. 
I.O., M ichael J. Q uill, in te rn a tio n ­
a l p resident o f the T ransport 
W orkers  U n ion, and Joseph C ur­
ran, p resident o f the G reater 
New  Y o rk  In d u s tr ia l Council, de­
nounce the fa ilu re  o f M ayor La 
G uardia to recognize the T rans­
po rt W orkers Un ion as the bar­
ga in in g  agency o f the c ity ’s 
32,000 tra n s p o rt w orkers.

La G uard ia ’s ad m in is tra tion  
was attacked by Haywood as 
hav ing  made “ the m ost brazen 
and outrageous a tte m p t to 
break a labor union th a t I  have 
ever witnessed in  my long ca r­
eer as a labo r leader.”

On September 20, in  Lansing, 
M ich igan, the na tiona l convention 
o f the State, County, and M u n i­
c ipa l W orkers o f A m erica , CIO, 
declared its  opposition to  the sus­
pension fro m  em ploym ent o f 
E w a rt G uin ier, New Y o rk  d is tr ic t 
S C M W A president.

The charges b ro ug h t against 
G u in ie r by LaG uard ia ’s Com m is­
sioner o f Inves tiga tion , W illia m  
B. no rla nds , were denounced as 
“ trum ped-up” ; and his suspen­
sion was term ed another “ union- 
busting  a ttack  on the S C M W A .”  
The State, County* and M un ic ipa l 
W orkers convention voted to de­
mand the re ins ta tem ent o f G u in­
ier, who is a popu la r N egro m il i­
ta n t and no t the f i r s t  o f his race 
to s u ffe r  from  LaG uard ia ’s an ti-

Teachers’ U n ion  was arrested 
while leading a p icke t line  p ro ­
tes tin g  the dism issal o f 20,000 
W P A  w orkers. He was taken to 
the 23rd P rec inct Police S tation 
by LaG uard ia ’s cops and there 
badly beaten. The job  was done 
so- tho ro ug h ly  th a t his a tto rney 
was no t pe rm itted  to  see him  fo r  
tw e n ty -fo u r hours. He fin a lly  
found New ton in  the prison ward 
of Bellevue H osp ita l, unable to 
speak, s u ffe r in g  fro m  crushed 
ribs, concussion o f the bra in  and 
y tlie r serious in ju rie s .

The president o f the W P A  
Teachers Union, W ill ia m  Levney, 
described the beating as “ the las t 
s tra w  in a whole series o f in c i­
dents o f police b ru ta li ty  against 
Negroes.”

A f te r  a prolonged pressure 
cam paign conducted by the union 
Com m ittee fo r  the Defense of 
H e rbe rt Newton, LaG uard ia ’s ap­
pointee, Police Commissioner 
Valentine, g ranted an open hear­
ing on the charges o f b ru ta li ty  
aga inst Negroes on October 2nd. 
On tlie  day o f the hearing , how­
ever, D eputy Inspector M u lho l- 
land refused adm ittance to rep ­
resentatives o f the press and in ­
terested organ izations. T h e ir 
presence was n o t “ in the public 
in te res t,”  he said. A t  the “ hear­
in g ”  its e lf, police o ffic ia ls  cha rg ­
ed w ith  b ru ta li ty  were no t pe r­
m itted  to te s t ify  o r be question­
ed. The main actors in  th is  farce 
never go t on the stage.

E ve ry  one knows th a t M ayor 
LaG uard ia has fa iled  to  provide

necessary funds requested by the 
Board o f Education on the 
grounds th a t “ na tiona l defense”  
comes f irs t .  Meek though i t  usu­
a lly  is, the New Y o rk  Teachers 
Guild, Local 2 o f the A m erican 
Federation o f Teachers, attacked 
LaG uard ia’s “ outrageous and u n ­
precedented”  procedure, when on 
his a u th o rity , the C ity  T reasury 
stopped paym ent on checks o f 
th ir ty - f iv e  members o f the Board 
o f E ducation ’s c le rica l s ta f f  who 
had been g ranted sabbatical 
leaves.

A  sta tem ent decla ring  the 
M a yo r’s action a “ f la g ra n t a t­
tem p t to  use the budget as a p re­
te x t fo r  c u r ta ilin g  the powers o f 
the Board o f Superintendents and 
the Board o f E ducation”  was sent 
to James M arsha ll, p resident o f 
the la tte r  Board.

These fo u r cases w h ich  we have 
cited a ll received p u b lic ity  w ith ­
in a few  weeks. F a r from  being 
“ exceptions” , they are cha racte r­
is tic  o f LaG uard ia ’s regim e. They 
show th a t instead o f being a 
“ fr ie n d ”  o f labor, the L it t le  F lo w ­
er is ju s t  another p o lit ic a l agent 
o f the bosses fo o lin g  the w o rk ­
ers.

The A F L  and CIO leaderships’ 
a ttem pts  to force th e ir  rank-and- 
f ile  to support LaG uard ia , prove 
th a t those leaders are closer to 
LaG uard ia  and his w a r program  
than they are to the w orkers who- 
are the v ic tim s  o f LaG uard ia ’s 
regime.

VO TE FO R T H E  C A N D ID A T E  
W HO F IG H T S  A G A IN S T  W A R

The w orkers and local unions 
who have protested aga inst La 
G uard ia ’s misdeeds need on ly to 
c a rry  th e ir  position to  its  logica l 
conclusion to see th a t the on ly 
m ayo ra lty  candidate w o rth y  o f 
th e ir  support is  James P. Can­
non, the T ro ts k y is t A n ti-W a r 
candidate o f our P a rty .

Cannon and the o ther m ilita n ts  
in the federa l prosecution o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and Lo ­
cal 544-CIO have been indicted 
by Roosevelt fo r  th e ir  a n ti-w a r

Reason F o r Union Guards Kremlin Conceals Real 
Reasons For Defeats

(Continued from page l )  
the real question: W hy has the 

| Red A rm y  suffered on ly  defeats 
since '.he f irs t days of the warT

I num erica lly : (c l S u ffic ie n t m i l i t ­
ary equipment?”

"Question 2: In  qu ite a number 
of Soviet m ilita ry  reports I have

The Red A rm y, at the outset ot I read tha t Soviet troops have met 
tile  wav. was num erica lly  superior I w ith  num erica lly  superior forces...

W ha t a union defense guard m ight have prevented is shown 
in  th is  p ic tu re  o f Homer W ilson o f the M ine, M il l and Sm elter 
W orkers Union, one o f tw o  CIO  organizers w ayla id  September 
25 by masked v ig ila n tes  in Roane county, Tennessee. Both were 
flogged and drenched in hot ta r  a fte r  being warned that : “ W e’re 
not going to pay no rthe rn  wages in  Tennessee.”

to the Nazi arm y. it. possessed 
arms and m ateria l equal in quant­
ity  and qu a lity  to what the Nazis 
could im m edia te ly u tilize  against 
it .  The morale of the Soviet sol- 

I diers was superior to tha t of H it 
I le r's  soldiers. The Red A rm y had 
| the advantage of a defensive posi­

tion , behind prepared and na tura l 
defenses, and could maneuver or. 
fa m ilia r  te rra in . W hy, tlien, the 
defeats?

¡S T A L IN IS T  R A N K S  
’ A S K IN G  Q U E S TIO N S  
I T ile  S ta lin is t leaders are being 
compelled to exp la in away ques­
tions along th is  line  which events 
have aroused in the m inds of the 
S ta lin is t ranks.

Such are the questions which “ A 
| Veteran Commander” , S ta lin is t 
m il ita ry  commentator. va in ly  
tries  to answer in the Sunday 
Worker.  October 5:

“ Question 1: How were Hu
Nazis able to cross the Dnieper in 
view of tho fo llow ing : (a) The
Soviets had the advantage of the 
Dnieper: (b) About, equal forces

stand and fo r  th e ir  m il ita n t union 
w ork; LaG uard ia , w o rk in g  hand 
in glove w ith  Roosevelt, seeks to 
smash the m il ita n t  unions, and 
remove the opposition to the im ­
pe ria lis t w ar.

LaG uard ia  is a clever agent o f 
the bosses whose words and gest­
ures as a “ fr ie n d ”  o f labo r are 
in d irec t con trad ic tion  to  his 
deeds and actions. Cannon is 
a w o rk in g  class m il ita n t  and re ­
vo lu tio n is t w ith  a record o f 30 
years service to the Am erican la ­
bor movement. The bosses w ant 
to continue LaG uard ia  as th e ir  
m ayor and send Cannon to  ja il.  
The w orkers o f New Y o rk  m ust 
give rea l expression to  th e ir  own 
in terests by sup po rting  Cannon 
end the p ro g ra m  o f the T ro ts k y ­
is t A n ti-W a r P a rty .

But NDMB Uses Threats To Coerce Union 
Heads To Accept Limited Concessions

The leaders of the Seafarers International Union and the 
Sailors Union of the Pacific have bowed to a virtual government 
ultimatum and accepted a “ compromise”  agreement on their 
demand for war bonuses and increased insurance payments for 
seamen sailing merchant ships into belligerent waters. The Na­
tional Defense Mediation Board, which heard the case, threat­
ened the unions with what amounted to the establishment of a
m a ritim e  “ C zar”  i f  the y  fa ile d  ~ 77 — —  — :

, .. to ry , fo r  the M a ritim e  Com m is­to- accept the “ recommendations. . , , „ , , ,
TT T , , , , sion had fo r  years conducted aH a rry  Lundeberg. heading the . .

SUP, and John H awk, heading the 
S IU  delegation, agreed in W ash­
ing ton  to recommend to the mem­
bership o f th e ir  respective unions 
th a t the  N D M B  fin d in g s  he ac­
cepted. I t  was revealed by the 
ne go tia tin g  com m ittees th a t the 
governm ent had declared its  read­
iness to clamp upon the seamen, 
a rb itra t io n  m ach inery s im ila r  to 
the R a ilw ay  Labo r A c t, which 
would make fu tu re  s tr ik e  action 
a ll bu t impossible, i f  the com m it­
tees had re jected the N D M B  “ re ­
commendations.”

The unions, however, were no t 
defeated on a ll the po in ts in v o lv ­
ed in  the dispute. They won sev­
e ra l concessions, inc lud ing  a 33 
1-3% bonus increase. B u t the 
a ttitude  o f the N D M B  proved to 
the seamen, th a t the M edia tion 
Board was ju s t  as much on the 
side o f the shipowners as was the 
M aritim e  Commission w h ich ran 
scabs on three ships d u rin g  the 
10 day s tr ik e  in  September. T o­
day the seamen are no longer de­
ceived by the f ic t io n  o f govern­
m enta l im p a r t ia l ity  b e t w e e n  
w o rke r and boss. They know  th a t 
a l l governm enta l agencies are 
stooges fo r  the bosses. They 
know th a t the concessions they 
did w in , were due to  th e ir  own 
m ilita n c y  and no t to  the fa irness 
o f the M ed ia tion Board.

Aside fro m  the bonus boosts, 
the unions smashed several reac­
tio n a ry  precedents th a t the sh ip­
owners were t ry in g  to  establish. 
K ille d  was the move to  t ie  sea­
m en’s bonus rates to the ships' 
h u ll insurance w h ich  seldom v a r­
ies much. M oreover, the M a ritim e  
Commission was com ple te ly e li­
m inated fro m  the f ie ld  o f labo r 
re lations. T h is  was no sm all v ic-

v ic iously  an ti- la b o r po licy  under 
the guise o f an “ im p a rt ia l”  gov- ' now ' n e ffec t.

ccivc, under the new agreement, 
$80 a m onth bonus in the f ir s t  
fo u r areas, and $33 a m onth in 
Canadian waters.

The fo llo w in g  p o rt bonuses 
w il l  also be p u t in to  e ffe c t: $100 
fo r  Suez, p lus $5 per day fo r  
each day beyond fiv e  days in 
p o r t;  $45 fo r  Red Sea and Persian 
G u lf ports. The Board made no 
recommendations as to  p o r t bo­
nuses fo r  V lad ivostok o r ports  in 
Iceland. These ra tes am ount to 
a 33 1-3% boost over the rates

crnm enta l agency. W hen the 
Commission manned th ree  Alcoa 
ships w ith  scabs, d u rin g  the 
s tr ike , the S IU  served notice on 
both the governm ent and the 
shipowners th a t i t  would hence­
fo r th  a ttend no nego tia tions in 
which the M a ritim e  Commission 
was a p a rty .

A lso, the unions succeeded in 
estab lish ing m ach inery fo r  rapid 
se ttlem ent o f fu tu re  disputes 
w ith  the bosses over bonus pay­
ments. The shipowners dodged 
the present com pla in ts fo r  six 
m onths before they f in a lly  set­
tled. The new agreem ent w i l l  re ­
qu ire  the bosses to meet w ith  the 
union w ith in  f iv e  days a fte r  w r i t ­
ten notice o f a desire to- revise 
the e x is ting  agreements. Should 
the pa rties  fa i l  to reach an agree­
m ent w ith in  another f iv e  days, 
the bonus d ispute is to  he turned 
over to  the concilia tion service o f 
the D epartm ent o f Labor.

The p rin c ip a l de feat suffered 
by the un ion was on its  demand 
th a t the w aters o f the Caribbean 
be declared be llige ren t and sea­
men receive bonuses fo r  sa iling  
them. This, the N D M B  h igh  
handedly denied, despite the ac­
knowledged presence o f Nazi 
ra iders th rou gh ou t the N o rth  and 
South A tla n tic .

The Board set f iv e  w a r r is k  
areas: the w ate rs o f Spain, P o r­
tuga l, A fr ic a , Red Sea, Persian 
G u lf, Ind ia , Iceland and Green­
land; the w aters o f S iberia ; the 
w ate rs o f the P h ilipp ines, China, 
Indo-China, E as t Indies, M a la y ­
an Peninsula; the w ate rs o f New 
Zealand and A u s tra lia ; and the 
A tla n tic  Coast o f Canada.

Able-bodied seamen w i l l  re-

Thc three man m ediation panel 
which heard the case was com­
posed o f Charles W yzanski, Jr., 
George I f .  Mead, and Robert J. 
W a tt. W a tt  was the o ffic ia l rep­
resentative o f the A F L . parent 
body o f the unions involved. He 
had the dual ro le o f “ represent­
in g ”  labor d u rin g  the hearings, 
and also representing  the gov­
ernm ent when i t  came tim e to

REVOLUTION!
How much “ dem on acy”  is a 

dem ocratic a rm y supposed to 
have? Hanson W . Baldw in, 
New Y ork  T im es m ilita ry  com­
m entator. te lls  us io the Sep­
tem ber 28 issue:

“ There m ust be, o f course, 
dem ocratic d isc ip line  fo r  a 
dem ocratic arm y. But some o f 
the m anifestations o f the ‘new 
d isc ip line ’ (ranscend such con­
cepts. . . Too o ften N a tio n ­
al Guard officers and enlisted 
men can he seen d rin k in g  to ­
ge ther; a ll too o ften the o f f i­
cer fo rge ts  the inhe ren t d ig ­
n ity  o f his ra n k : sometimes 
orders have been ignored.”  

H o rro rs !

reach a decision in  the ease.. 
W a tt voted w ith  the o ther two 

members o f the panel. The find ­
ings o f the N D M B  panel were 
unanimous.

(Continued from  page 1)
p le tc ly  subservient to the in te r ­
ests o f A m erican -A ng lo  im p e ria l­
ism. “ O ther nations o f s im ila r 
peaceful inc lina tions, and lacking 
in aggressive designs, could be 
jo ined to  them, and thus the be­
g in n in g  would be made leading 
toward the res to ra tion  o f in te r­
na tiona l law . . .”

Here then is the A m erican ver­
sion o f the “ V ersa illes T re a ty ”  
fo r  W orld  W a r I I .  Here is the 
program  fo r  which A m erican im ­
pe ria lism  is spending b illion s  and 
p repa ring  to enter the armed con­
f l ic t .  These are the conditions 
K nox re fe rred  to in  his speech 
when he said, “ When we have de­
feated H itle r , and destroyed th is 
Nazi bid fo r  w orld  dom inion, we 
m ust set up conditions w h ich w il l  
p reven t the rise o f new H it-  
lei's. . .”

B u t H it le r  was able to rise in 
pos t-w ar Germ any precise ly be­
cause o f the e ffo rts  o f the A llie s  
to crush and dismember G er­
many. The economic destruction  
w h ich  K nox proposes fo r  the r i ­
va ls o f Am erican cap ita lism  by 
its  dom ination o f the  seas w i l l  in 
tu rn  in e v ita b ly  b rin g  fo r th  a new 
era o f reaction and im p e ria lis t 
w ar. I t  is no wonder th a t Knox 
warns th a t A m erican im peria lism  
m ust be prepared to  back up its 
w a r aims w ith  “ the essential 
m ig h t to enforce such a peace” ;

W ars fo r boss p ro fit  fo llowed 
by im p e ria lis t “ peace”  which 
w ill give way again to  new 
wars —  th is  is the perspective 
o f A m erican cap ita lism  fo r  the 
next hundred years. A  true  and 
la s ting  peace is indeed “ a long 
way o f f ”  in  the calcula tions of 
the warm ongers in W a sh ing ­
ton.

Those who w a n t to f ig h t  
aga inst the w a r m ust understand 
th a t K no x ’s words describe the

NY WORKERS HONOR 29 DEFENDANTS 
AT INSPIRING SOLIDARITY BANQUET

NEW YORK, Oct. 3.— About 200 members and friends of 
the Socialist Workers Party, at a Solidarity Banquet held here 
tonight, gat e an inspiring demonstration of solidarity with the 
defendants in the government’s “ seditious conspiracy” case 
against the SWP and Local 544-CIO.

Prolonged and tremendous applause greeted James P. Can­
non, National Secretary of the SWP, and Felix Morrow, editor 
of the M IL IT A N T , two of the de­
fendants, who were the leading 
speakers at the a ffa ir.

Comrade Cannon, in his speech, 
assured the ga thering  tha t the 
defendants would conduct them ­
selves in  court in  a manner which 
would advance the revo lu tiona ry  
movement.

He described the governm ent’s 
actions as a sign of fundam ental 
weakness, and expressed his con­
fidence tha t i f  the defendants are 
f in a lly  sent to prison the grow­
in g  power of the w o rk ing  class 
movement, in  th is  period of capi­
ta lis t decay and cris is , would ef­
fect th e ir  release. He urged the 
p a rty  to double and re-double its  
ac tiv itie s  in  answer to the govern­

m ent’s attem pts to cripp le  the 
an ti-w ar figh t by a ttack ing  our 
p a rty ’s leadership.

F e lix  M orrow  gave a m oving 
tr ib u te  to the p a rty  in  his ad­
dress.

“ To go to prison is a small 
price to pay fo r w hat the pa rty  
has given me, and fo r what i t  
w i l l  give me and a ll of us in the 
fu ture .

“ Only through the p a rty  do we 
rea lly  live  useful and satisfactory 
lives. F o r everyth ing we do in 
the pa rty  is directed toward the 
on ly purposeful goal, the usher­
in g  in  of a new order of socialist 
m ank ind.”

George Novaclr, na tiona l secre­
ta ry  of the C iv il R ights Defense

Committee, described the grow ing 
response from  workers and pro­
gressives a ll over the na tion  to 
the appeals of the committee for 
funds and m ora l support in  tlm  
com ing fight to free the defen­
dants.

Am ong the local speakers at 
the banquet, who pledged the fu ll 
support of the pa rty  to its  in ­
dicted leadership and assured 
them tha t the w o rk  of the pa rty  
would go on w ith  increasing ef­
fectiveness, were Rose Karsnor. 
one of the founders of the Am er­
ican T ro tsky is t movement. C. 
Charles, New Y ork SWP organ­
izer, Robert Chester, chairm an of 
the Cannon-For-Mayor committee, 
J e rry  K irk ,  and Sam Ryan trade 
un ionists, and Genora Johnson, a 
fo rm er leader of the CIO Auto 
U n ion ’s Womens A u x ilia ry  during  
the F lin t  s it-dow n strikes.

Lyd ia  Beidel. business manager 
o f the M IL IT A N T , acted as cha ii- 
man.

1 rea l w a r aims o f the ad m in is tra ­
tion  —  th a t the ta lk  about “ dem- 

j ocracy”  and “ w a r to  end w a r”  
are on ly  the sugar coa ting  used 
to w in  support o f the masses fo r 
a w a r th a t has no in te res t in 
democracy and no end in  s ig h t so 
long as the ca p ita lis t system re ­
mains.

ILGWU Local 
Calls Strike 
In Bayonne

By LO U COOPER
B A Y O N N E , N . J., Oct. (1. - 

1500 w orkers o f the M aiden Form  
Brassiere fac to ry , members of 
Local 1G0 o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Ladies G arm ent W orkers  Union, 
w ent ou t on s tr ike  here las t week 
and com plete ly shu t the p lan t 
down.

The s tr ik e  came a f te r  m any e f­
fo rts  by the shop nego tia ting  
com m ittee to obta in  an im proved 
con tract had been sta lled by the 
employers. The em ployers had re ­
ceived assistance in th is  union- 
busting  m aneuver fro m  the bu­
reaucra tic representatives o f the 
na tiona l office o f the ILG W U . 
who wore p repa ring  to- sign a 
con tract behind the backs o f the 
workers involved, as they had tw o 
years previously.

The s trike , a lthough support- 
ted unan im ously by the workers 
in the p lan t, has no t been author- 

1 ized by the IL G W U , and the 
| questions o f local autonom y and 
union democracy have become as 
prom inent in  the s tr ik e  as- the 
problem o f wage increases and 
im proved w o rk in g  conditions.

B u t the s tr ik e  has made it 
p la in  th a t the M aiden Form  
w orkers w a n t the r ig h t  to nego­
tia te  and sign th e ir  own con­
trac ts , and the em ployers have 
no t ye t dared to  sign a con tract 
w ith  the bureaucrats fro m  the 
IL G W U  office in  New Y o rk , who 
p la in ly  do no t represent the 
workers.
S U PPO R TED  BY 
O TH E R  U N IO N S

The s tr ike rs  have received en­
couraging- support fro m  many 
sections o f the m il ita n t  labor 
movem ent o f Bayonne. Thous­
ands o f sh ipyard , auto and elec­
tr ic a l CIO w o rkers  as w e ll as 
many A F L  w orkers in the v ic in ­
ity  have jo ined the mass picket 
lines, the huge meetings and the 
lu s ty  songfests o f the s trike rs . 
They have fu r th e r  shown th e ir  
s o lid a rity  w ith  the M aiden Form  
workers by c o n trib u tin g  close to 
$1000 to th e ir  s tr ik e  fund.

The s tr ik e  headquarters is a 
beehive o f a c tiv ity , but o f well 
organized a c tiv ity , w ith  hun­
dreds o f w orkers seriously go­
in g  about th e ir  business. E x ­
perienced trade un ionists in 
th is  c ity  have rem arked that 
th is  s tr ik e  is re la tive ly  s tro n g ­
er and more m ilita n t than was 
the recent K ea rny  shipyard, 
s trike .

In  th is  s tr ik e  th e  w orkers have

adm it tha t the 170,000,000 ( i t  is 
not more than th a t .now) of the 
Soviet Union are now facing a 
com bination of 400,000,000 people, 
e ithe r f ig h t  in;/, producing fo r  war 
or threatening war. Now a ll the 
answers become clear.”

In  a word, H itle r 's  adm itted 
sup e rio rity  now flows, according 
to (his S ta lin is t, from  the peoples 
of the occupied te rr ito r ie s —those 
people who, under a revo lu tiona ry  
leadership, m ight be a dagger in 
H it le r ’s back.

T h is  S ta lin is t “ expert” , of 
course, fa ils  to m ention the decis­
ive source of H ille r 's  strength, the 
German people.

T H E  G E R M A N  W ORKERS
H itle r 's  s trength lit-s, above all, 

in  the fear of (he German workers 
of another Versailles “ peace” , the 
yoke of a fore ign conqueror.

B y his complete p o lit ic a l id en t­
if ic a tio n  w ith  the “ dem ocratic”  
im peria lis ts , S ta lin  alienates the 
German workers from  the Soviet 
Union. The German people are 
lech by S ta lin 's  policies to assoc­
ia te tiie  Soviet Union w ith  his 
im p eria lis t “ a llies” , who, i f  v ic­
torious, would impose a new op­
pressive Versailles "peace” .

A  pledge from  the Soviet Union 
that it is lig h tin g  to defeat H it le r  
in  order lo aid in  I lie establish­
m ent of a Socialist United States 
of Europe, and tha t the Soviet 
Un ion w il l  f ig h t against a V er­
sailles “ peace” , w i l l  do more than 
any other t il in g  to underm ine H i t ­
le r's  influence in Germany.

The masses of the occupied 
countries are already seething 
w ith  revo lt. Far from  desiring to 
aid H itle r , they are seeking that 
program  and leadership which 
w ill organize and lead them in 
tlie  revo lu tiona ry  overth row  of 
H itle rism . I f  H it le r  s t i l l  can u t i l­
ize the resources o f the conquered 
countries against 1 lie Soviet 
Union, i t  is on ly because the 
peoples of the occupied te rrito ries  
as yet lack the program , organiz­
ation and leadership to destroy 
the invader.

S T A L IN ’S “ A P P E A L ”
IIow  does S ta lin  appeal to these 

subjugated peoples? He asks them, 
in  effect, to f ig h t  fo r a restora tion 
of the old tra ito ro us  cap ita lis t 
regimes and appeals to them In 
term s o f the reactionary  ideas 
fostered by the cap ita lis t classes.

Danie l T. B righam , rn a d is­
patch from  Berne, Sw itzerland to 
the New York Times. October 5, 
describes how the Moscow radio 
addresses the populations of the 
A xis and occupied countries.

“ To stress the righteousness of 
the Soviet cause against fascism 
today,”  reports Brigham , "the  
Moscow rad io propaganda cites fo r 
its  hearers’ benefit, w ith  regional 
incidents, how, a lthough the Com­
m unist regim e has changed and 
110 longer 'resists God,’ the Faseisl 
and N ational Socialist regimes 
continue those reprehensible per­
secutions tha t they orig ina ted in  
the early  Nineteen T h irt ie s .”

The masses are no t p r im a rily  
concerned w ith  the fate of re l i­
gion and the churches. T lie 
churches have not been able to 
save the masses fron t fascist op­
pression. They have not shown 
any a b ility  or w illingness to f ig h t 
fo r a new social order w ith o u t 
classes and exp lo ita tion .

The re lig ious leaders, who have 
sided la rge ly  w ith  reaction and 

on the basis of m il ita ry  factors supported the 1 t ilin g  regimes, up- 
alone. In  the last analysis, the \ pear to most o f the workers as 
m i l i t a r y  s u p e rio rity  o f the 
Nazis is a measure o f Ihe super-

I11 view  o f t lu  assertion tha t the 
Soviets have a la rge r m ilita ry  
manpower than the Nazis, how 
can we account for the Nazi super­
io r ity  adm itted  in so m any re ­
ports?”

"A  Veteran Commander’s”  re ­
p ly  to the question on tlie  Dnieper 
defeat s im p ly evades the issue by 
ra is in g  a ll sorts o f new specula­
tions. The level o f his answer is 
indicated by th is : "M il i ta r i ly
speaking, no equipment is ever 
‘su ffic ie n t.’ But th is  is a fine 
point, and we better drop it fo r a 
moment.”

These S ta lin is t evasions cannot. 
however, silence the insistent 
questions. W hy the defeats of the 
Rod A rm y despile its  superiority 
in  manpower, equa lity in m aterie l 
etc.?

T H E  L A C K  OF 
LE A D E R S H IP

No am ount of S ta lin is t smoke 
screens can hide the fact that the 
Red A rm y  command is hopelessly 
in fe r io r  in  leadership and sta ll 
w o rk  to the Nazi o ffice rs ’ s taff.

In  these defeats are revealed the 
consequences of S ta lin 's  behead­
in g  of th  armed forces of t in- 
USSR in  1937 and 1938.

D u ring  .the fram eup purges of 
those years, no less than 40,0nu 
Red A rm y  officers, inc lud ing  a l­
most the en tire  general s ta ff ot 
experienced and tra ined generals, 
were executed or im prisoned by 
S talin.

The Red A rm y, w ith  its  officer!: 
corps depleted hv S ta lin ’s purges, 
lacks qua lified  leadership. This 
accounts in  great pa rt for the un 
ending defeats.

W h ile  the Red A rm y  goes on 
from  one debacle to another 
S ta lin  continues to hold in  liis 
prisons and concentration camps 
thousands of tra ined o ffice rs and 
in d u s tr ia l experts, loyal elements 
who can provide the type of lead 
ership so sadly lacking.

That is why all lliose who have 
at heart the true  in terests of the 
Soviet Union must raise the' in 
s istent demand tha t the  Soviet 
Governm ent im m edia te ly  releasi 
a ll pro-Soviet po litica l prisoners 
and restore them to th e ir  r ig h tfu l 
place in  in d u s try  and the Red 
A rm y. A t the same time, Ihe gov­
ernment must revive the democrat 
Rally-elected Soviets and legalize 
a ll pro-Soviet p o litica l par,ties.

The release of (he tens of thous­
ands of loya l revo lu tion is ts  and 
experienced o ffice rs— men who 
proved tb e ir w orth  in  the C iv il 
W ar of 1918 20 and in (lie build 
m g o f Soviet in dus try  and tin 
a rm y— w ill provide much of the 
needed leadership fo r the m ilita ry  
and in d u s tria l machine of tin  
Soviet Union. The m ob iliza tion  o' 
the masses, th rough  the dem ocra t­
ically-elected Soviets, w i l l  re-ill- 
v igorate the morale of the Soviet 
masses, organize them fo r a tota l 
defense, and strengthen th e ir  re 
solve to figh t on to v ic to ry .

These measures w il l  enable lh.e 
Soviet forces to hold th e ir ground 
and beat hack the Nazi arm y. Bui 
that, alone, however, w ill not as 
sure u ltim a te  v ic to ry .

T H E  E C O NO M IC  FA C TO R
F or v ic to ry  cannot he assured

io r economic resources which H it ­
le r commands.

The in d u s tr ia l p ro d u c tiv ity  of 
Germany alone Is greater than 
tha t of the Soviet Union. Addect 
to th is  in it ia l Nazi economic ad­
vantage. is Hie p ro d u c tiv ity  and 
resources of a ll the occupied 
countries.

T h is is a fac to r which even the 
S ta lin is ts  are forced to recognize.

In  answering the question why 
the Red A rm y w ith  an in it ia l 
sup e rio rity  of manpower is re­
ported to he m eeting num erica lly 
superior forces, “ A Veteran Com 
m ander”  states:

" In  eva luating the strength 0" 
both sides on the Eastern From  
one should 110: th in k  in  term s or 
pre-war populations, but de fin ite ly

the sym pa thy o f no t on ly  the lo ­
cal w orkers, hu t also o f the other 
scores o f thousands o f ou t-o f- 
‘ own ga rm en t workers, who also 
have fe l t  the d ic ta to r ia l yoke o f 
the New Y o rk  C ity  bureaucracy 
o f the union, and who also have 
had unhappy experiences w ith  
contracts th a t they are no t even 
shown u n t il they have been s ign ­
ed by representatives o f David 
D ub insky ’s office.

p a rt o f the oppressor class.

RO AD TO V IC T O R Y
The masses w ant socialism , 

peace, bread, freedom  fro m  ex­
p lo ita tion . But S ta lin  appeals to 
them only in  the language of a 
church fa ther, w ithou t reference 
to the ir m ateria l needs and asp ir­
ations. Such an appeal can on ly 
repel the masses.

Instead of th is  reactionary clap­
trap. i t  is necessary fo r  the Soviet 
governm ent to issue a direct re­
vo lu tio na ry  appeal to the masses 
of occupied Europe, ana to the 
workers of Germany, c a llin g  on 
them to jo in  hands w ith  the Sov­
iet Union fo r  the creation o f the 
Socia list United States of Europe.

T h is  is tlie  only road to fina l 
v ic to ry  fo r the Soviet Union. This 
is the on ly  hope fo r  the free 
fu tu re  of (lie oppressed peoples of 
Europe.

In AKRON, O.
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U.S. AIMS AT WORLD ROLE 
SAYS SECRETARY KNOX

Seamen Win War Bonus Gains
As Result Of Strike Action



SOVIET LOSSES ARE T H REATENING 
THE FUTURE CONDUCT OF THE WAR

544-CIO Continues Fight For Elections
Bureaucrats, A fra id To Tell The Workers 
The Truth, M inim ize Extent Of Losses

Hitler obviously lied when he cited in his speech the pur­
ported astronomical losses of the Red Army. I f  his claims were 
true, the German troops would have long ago occupied the whole 
of the Ukraine and would now be knocking at the gates of 
Moscow.

On the other hand, it is just as obvious that one Scherbakov, 
who has replaced Lozovsky as the figurehead in charge of the 
Soviet Information Bureau, has likewise issued false figures con­
cern ing the German losses. I f  * 
the German a rm y  ac tu a lly  s u ffe r­
ed losses o f three to  one in  m an­
power, and alm ost tw o to one 
in  guns, tanks and planes, as the 
K re m lin  claim s, then H it le r ’s a r ­
mies could have never penetrated 
as deeply as they  have in to  the 
hea rt o f the s tra teg ic  sections o f 
the Soviet U n ion. Each side 
m in im izes its  own losses w h ile  
exaggera ting  those o f the adver­
sary.

I t  is sm all consolation to  the 
genuine defenders o f the USSR 
tha t the losses o f the Red A rm y  
are sm alle r than those claimed 
by H it le r ;  o r th a t these losses are 
fa r  below' the o r ig in a l expecta­
tions o f the German General 
S ta ff. The te rr ib le  fa c t remains 
th a t the Red A rm y  has thus fa r  
m et on ly  w ith  reverses. I t  has 
su ffe red staggering  losses in 
manpower, equipm ent, and has 
been forced to y ie ld  key areas,

W H Y  S O V IE T  LOSSES 
A R E  M IN IM IZ E D

No g re a t in s ig h t is required to 
exp la in  S ta lin ’s reasons fo r  h id ­
in g  the th re a t to the Soviet 
Union im p lied  by these reverses. 
S ta lin  bear's the ch ie f responsi­
b i l i t y  fo r  every defeat suffered 
by the Red A rm y . To rem ain in 
power he m ust m a in ta in  his pres­
tige . I t  is  h a rd ly  su rp ris in g  th a t 
the “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  are 
keeping qu ie t about the th rea ten ­
in g  catastrophe tow a rd  which 
S ta lin  is lead ing the USSR. They 
are qu ite content to  sec the Red 
A rm y  bleed its e lf  w h ite  and re ­
tre a t ever deeper in to  the in te ­
r io r . V ic to ries  fo r  the Red A rm y  
would a larm  them  fa r  more than 
H it le r ’s successes.

I t  is by no means accidental 
th a t the Russian M ensheviks are 
to  be found in the f ro n t ranks of 
those who are he lp ing S ta lin  to

m in im ize Soviet losses. In  this, 
as in a ll o ther th ings, the y  arc 
m ere ly accomodating themselves 
to the plans o f th e ir  ca p ita lis t 
masters o f the “ democracies."

In  los ing  tw o -th ird s  o f the U k ­
raine, the USSR has been depriv ­
ed o f its  richest a g ric u ltu ra l 
areas. In  add ition  to the loss o f 
wheat, the re  is the loss o f the 
sugar crops —  tw o  th ird s  o f 
which are ra ised in  the areas a l­
ready occupied by the Germans. 
M ost o f the sugar re fin e rie s  arc 
likew ise located there. The loss 
o f Byelo-Russia involves the loss 
o f the m a jo r p ig  fa rm  area in 
the USSR. I t  w il l bo necessary 
to d ig  deep in to  the food reserves 
in order to make up fo r  the sho rt­
age th a t th is  im p lies. So fa r  ns 
technical crops are concerned, the 
few te x tile  p lan ts  th a t s t i l l  re­
main in  Soviet hands have been 
deprived o f the m a jo r f lu x -p ro ­
ducing regions.

T H E  IM P O R T A N C E  
OP T H E  U K R A IN E

The greatest blows have been 
su ffe red  by heavy in du s try , and 
th is  means, the v ita l defense 
plants. Here is w hat S ta lin ’s own 
Encyclopedia has to say about 
the im portance o f the U kra ine , 
tw o -th ird s  o f w h ich is a lready in 
H it le r ’s hands:

“ The U k ra in ia n  Socia list So­
v ie t Republic is the  m ost im p o r­
ta n t sector o f Soviet economy. 
A lre ad y  in 1931 i t  pe rm itted  us 
to conclude the bu ild in g  o f the 
foundations o f soc ia lis t economy 
in oair c o u n try ."

U k ra in ia n  in d u s try  represents 
b illions upon b illions  o f rub les in 
cap ita l Construction. The advance­
m ent o f the U kra ine  never re p ­
resented socialism  b u t i t  did and 
does represent the m ost concen­
tra ted  developm ent o f Soviet in ­

dus try . I t  produces the bu lk  o f 
coal, iron , steel, arm ored plate, 
etc.

M ore than one-fou rth  o f a ll elec­
tr ic a l energy is produced in the 
U kra ine , and m ost o f th is  has 
been los t w ith  the destruction  of 
D neprostroy.

The U kra ine  contains 45 per 
cent o f the a lum inum  p lan ts. The 
a lum inum  ore is m ined fa r  in the 
in te r io r  bu t a lum inum  was fa b ­
ricated in  the D n ieper and Don 
regions because o f the a v a ila b ility  
o f e lec tric  power there. The 
Nazis hold the b iggest p lan ts a l­
ready; the rem a inder in  the Don- 
ctz Basin is th reatened; and can­
not be fu n c tio n in g  to anywhere 
near capacity because o f loss of 
e lectric  power, the d ifficu ltie s  of 
transp orta tio n , and the p ro x im ­
ity  o f the b a ttle fro n t.

The same th in g  applies to the 
Len ingrad  p lan ts w h ich m anu­
fac tu re  20 per cent o f a ll the 
a lum inum . W ha t th is  c r ip p lin g  of 
a lm ost tw o -th ird s  o f Soviet a lu ­
m inum  production means, espe­
c ia lly  w ith  regard  to a irp lane 
production, requires no comment.

W H O LE  IN D U S T R IA L  
A P P A R A T U S  T H R E A T E N E D

S t il l another grave loss is the 
Seizure by the Germans o f N iko- 
layevsk and its  shipyards. The 
B lack Sea flee t, and w a te r tra n s ­
p o rt in  general, have been se ri­
ously weakened by the loss of 
th is s tra teg ic  po rt and its  indus­
t r ia l fa c ilit ie s .

I t  is  no t genera lly  known tha t 
the U kra ine  is also v ita l ly  im ­
p o rta n t in  machine bu ild ing , no! 
on ly because o f the basic raw  m a­
te r ia l i t  supplies b u t because of 
the p lants w h ich  produce not less 
than o n e -fifth  o f the machines, 
locomotives, trac to rs , tanks, etc. 
The loss o f these p lan ts is fu r  
th e r aggravated by the c r ip p lin g  
o f the productive capacity o f Len­
ingrad under f ire  where another 
f i f th  o f the m achine bu ild ing  
p lan ts is located.

F u rth e r re trea ts  fo r  the Red 
A rm y  c a rry  w ith  them  the th rea t 
o f the complete collapse o f the 
Ind us tria l apparatus o f the coun­
try . T h is  is w h a t S ta lin ’s " lead ­
ersh ip”  has cost the USSR a fte r  
a l i t t le  more than three months 
o f w ar.

Motor Transport’ Workers Appeal Blair 
Anti-Labor Decision In District Court

a pub lic  denuncia tion o f Local 
544’s action in  jo in in g  the CIO 
as "u n io n -ra id ing ", and ordered 
th a t the "p rope r government 
agencies", the F B I and Depart­
ment of Justice, take slops against 
the union.

T h is  was followed by F B I raids

M INNEAPOLIS. Ocl. 2. —  Attorneys for Local 344-CIO, 
motor transport workers union here, have filed for a writ ot cer- 
tiorari in Ramsey County D istrict Court in an effort to secure 
a review of State Labor Conciliator Blair's ruling denying the 
Minneapolis drivers democratic elections and arb itrarily  certi-
Iv in g  Daniel I o b in  s AF-L team ster s set-up as the sole b a rg a in - | on the headquarters o f t lie  Social- 
ing agent lo r  a ll Minneapolis d rive rs . | is t W orkers P arty  here and in  St.

A nn ou nce m en t o l th is  la test step to  secure the  r ig h ts  o l the j Paul, and the federal ind ictm ent 
loca l d r iv e rs  to  be long to  a un ion  ot th e ir  ow n choice is m ade on “ seditious conspiracy”  charges 
i,t the October 2 issue of the In  
dustr ia l  Organizer, o ff ic ia l weekly
of Local 541.

The hearing on the m otion to re­
view B la ir 's  decisions is expected 
to s ta rt November 15 at the Dis 
t r ic t  Court, according to the 
union's attorneys, G ilbe rt Carlson 
and David Shama.

B la ir  in  handing down th is 
brazen ru l in g  against Local 54; 
de liberate ly ignored the evidence 
o f hundreds o f local d rive rs  and 
warehousmen who testified a t the 
state hearings to the te rro ris t!- 
methods of Tob in ’s gang of 300 
im ported hoodlums In fo rc in g  the 
men to pay dues to and sign up 
w ith  the A F L .

B la ir 's  ru lin g  was made at the 
d irec t behest of Governor Stassen, 
who lias been w o rk ing  hand-in 
glove w ith  Tobin, the employers 
and the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion , 
in  a vicious a ttem p t to smash

union of th e ir  choice.
Jo in ing  the governm ent’s a ll- 

ou t e ffo r t to  crush Local 51 i 
and aid the A d m in is tra tio n ’s 
p ro -w ar a lly  Tobin, the reg ion­
al o ffice o f the N a tion a l Labor 
Relations Board la s t F rid a y  an­
nounced th a t i t  refused to is ­
sue com pla ints against several 
hundred M inneapolis em ploy­
ers whom Local 544-CIO had 
charged w ith  u n fa ir  labor prac­
tices.

Pressure was undoubtedly ex- \ 
erted on the regional board by the 
A d m in is tra tio n  in  W ashington to 
ensure tha t tho board would not 
givo consideration to Local 54-!'? 
charges against tlm  employers.

A lthough the board’s decision 
was not fo rm a lly  announced u n til 
last week, the N L R B  regional d ir ­
ector had in form ed the union's a t­
torneys of his decision on Septem­
ber 19, the day B la ir  announced

ter from  Tobin, last June issued s tr ik e  a heavy blow at the an ti'
' w ar forces in  the labor movement 
represented by m il ita n t  Local 544.

T ha t Local 544 and the M in ­
neapolis d rive rs  do not in tend tc 
take these la test union-smashing 
blows ly in g  down is indicated by 
an ed ito ria l in  t il ls  week's Inf lux 
t r ia l  Organizer en titled : "O ur
F ig h t Goes on.’

"S ince G overnor Stassen’s la ­
bor con c ilia to r handed down the 
brazen decision to  deny elec­
tions in  the m otor tra n sp o rt in ­
d u s try ,"  states the In d u s tr ia l 
O rgan izer, “ hundreds o f M in ­
neapolis d rive rs  and w are­
housmen have contacted us to 
inqu ire  anxiously  i f  the f ig h t

! of 29 persons, inc lud ing  16 mein 
bers and leaders of the union.

Roosevelt’s onslaught on tie- 
leading un ion in  the Northwest, is 
m otivated by t tie desire not mere­
ly  to do a favo r fo r his po litica l 
henchman, Tobin, but also to

fo r  dem ocratic in d u s tr ia l un ion­
ism would continue. We assur­
ed them, and we assure a ll our 
members and readers, th a t th is  
f ig h t  w i l l  go on and on u n til 
the M inneapo lis d rive rs  have 
won th e ir  v ic to ry  and estab lish­
ed th e ir  lig h ts  to  have a union 
o f th e ir  own choosing, a union 
tha t functions O N L Y  in  the in ­
terests o f the m em bership.”

In  add ition  to the legal steps 
being taken locally. Local 544 is 
consu lting  w ith  national CIO of­
fic ia ls  on fu rth e r measures to be 
taken to compel tho governm ent 
to live  up to its  own laws and 
g ra n t the M inneapolis d rive rs  Hie 
elections they want.

Stalinists Join Tobin 
In Attacking Teamsters

Local 544, which on June 9, a t a , hjs ru I ln &  There cau be l iu k »
membership m eeting o f over 4,000, 
voted to q u it T ob in ’s d ic ta to ria l 
c ra ft-un ion o u tfit  and Join t hr? 
CIO.

In  supporting the B la ir  ru ling , 
Stassen ignored the le tte rs of 
thousands of drivers, and the ir 
friends, ask ing that tiie  drivers 
be given a chance to vote on the

question tha t the board worked in 
con junction w ith  B la ir , and did 
not even consider 1 he union's 
case.

T h is  N LR B  action fo llows a 
whole series of A dm in is tra tion  
un ion-busting moves against the 
M inneapolis drivers.

Roosevelt, in  response to a let-

STALIN FORBIDS MASSES 
TO DISCUSS WAR MOVES

(Continued from  page 1) 
tbs  counter-revo lu tion is t! The 
bureaucratic m ind rem ains tbe 
same in  war as in  peace. Today 
these contem ptib le parasites feel 
themselves besieged on a ll sides. 
As always, th e ir  on ly answer is 
— more repressions.

G I’U W A N T S  H E L P
Pravda  concludes its  revealing 

story w ith  th is  w arn ing : “ The
du ty  of every Soviet pa trio t, of 
every c itizen of our great father- 
land is actually  to help the organs 
of state security  (i. o., the GPU) 
to apprehend spies and th e ir  as­
s istants”  (Pravda , Ju ly  19). The 
GPU finds itse lf overworked. The 
on ly ones ‘a c tu a lly ”  he lp ing are 
the priv ileged "housewives".

I t  is clear tha t the Soviet mas­
ses are becoming more and move 
alarmed about the continued ad­
vance o f the Fascist armies. W ith  
the most rigorous censorship i t  is 
impossible to suppress news of 
defeats. Such nows circu lates of 
necessity by word of mouth. The 
o ffic ia l com m unications te ll no­
th ing .

In  th is  connection the role of 
the so-called Bureau of In fo rm a­
tio n  is especially s ign ifican t. The 
im pression has been deliberate ly 
created tha t th is  “ service”  lias 
been set up p r im a r ily  to supply 
news fo r fo re ign consumption. 
That ts not its  p rim a ry  function 
The communiques issued by th is 
Bureau set the l im its  w i th in  
w h ich  Soviet citizens can discuss 
the war. E ve ry th ing  wh ich goes 
beyond w hat is specified in  its 
bu lle tins  is—“ false rum or", "pan- 
ic-m ongering", "a id  to spies and 
d ivers ion is ts” , ete.

T h is  is made very  exp lic it by 
Pravda:  "The widest popu lariza­
t io n  of the dispatches of the 
Soviet In fo rm a tion  Bureau must 
be counterposed to a ll sorts of 
rum ors and petty gossip w h ich 
m igh t w ork hand-in-hand w ith  the 
enemy." ( Pravda , July' 17).

D IS C U S S IO N  L IM IT E D —
TO O F F IC IA L  L IN E

In  the same a rtic le  we fin d  the 
fo llow ing : "P opu lariza tion  of
episodes from  the explo its in  
ba ttle  o f our g lorious Red A rm y,

exposure of tbs  m yth  of the in ­
v in c ib ility  of tbe Fascist German 
A rm y, stories of the bravery ot 
Red gu e rilla  figh ters, accounts of 
the unheard of bestia lities of fas­
cists— th is  is 1 he m ate ria l w ith  
w h ich  the ag ita tors must go to 
the popu lation." Here is a v e r ific ­
a tion of t iie  fact pointed out b> 
N a ta lia  Sedov T ro tsky, namely, 
tha t S ta lin  is u t il iz in g  guerilla  
w arfa re  w ith  a ll its  d isp roportion ­
ate sacrifices In order to distract 
public a tten tion  away from  tin- 
lack of leadership, tbe absence of 
a un ified  stra teg ic plan in S ta lin ’: 
conduct of t iie  war.

The Increasing iso la tion o f the 
K re m lin  from  the masses is evid­
enced by the fact tha t S ta lin  dis 
trus ts  even his own agents. The 
above-cited in s tru c tion  to the a g it­
ators concdudes w ith  th is  well- 
nigh incred ib le adm on ition : “ Be a 
m ilita n t p a trio t not only during  
discussion periods and at party 
meetings bu t also under a ll other 
circumstances.”

B U R E A U C R A T S  F E A R  
T H E  Y O U T H

The pages of tbe S ta lin is t press 
fu rth e r reveal tha t the K rem lin  
fears the reaction of the youth, 
especially the Komsomols— the 
Russian YCL. The defeats of the 
Rod A rm y  have stunned the 
Soviet Youth more than any other 
section of the population. The 
youth had been duped by the 
S ta lin is t boasts of the In v in c ib ility  
of the Soviet armed forces. Events 
are now pounding the t ru th  in to  
th e ir  rninds. Many of them half- 
accepted the beheading of tbe Red 
A rm y  d u rin g  the monstrous Mos­
cow' fram eups and blood purges as 
having “ safeguarded" the defens­
ive s trength of the USSR. T h e j 
are now w itnessing the disastrous 
consequences o f S ta lin ’s crimes.

The in it ia l period of confusion 
caused by the blows of events was 
undoubtedly fo llowed by anxious 
doubts and questionings. The 
secretary of the Komsomols public 
ly  warned the youth: "There must 
be no indulgences to panicky 
people and ta il-endlsts. A ll w h is­
perers and whim perers w'ho h ind ­
e r o u r great strugg le m ust be re-

solute ly exposed" 
28).

(Pravda , June

“ E X P L A IN IN G ”
T H E  D E F E A T S

To counteract the grow ing 
doubt and alarm , the K re m lin  a t­
tempted at the beginning to ex 
p la in  the defeats away by plead­
ing  tha t tbe “ treacherous enemy" 
had caught the Red A rm y un­
prepared. But once the fu ll 
Strength of the the Red A rm y was 
mobilized, the enemy would be 
halted and crushed. In  his July 
3 speech S ta lin  worded his alib> 
as follow’s: "A s regards tbe fact 
tha t a pa rt of our te r r ito ry  has 
nevertheless been occupied by tin 
German Fascist troops, the chief 
explanation fo r  th is  is tha t the 
w ar of Fascist Germany against 
(lie USSR began under conditions 
advantageous to tbe German 
troops and disadvantageous to t l i(  
Soviet troops.”

T ak in g  th is  us its cue." Pravda 
kept prom is ing: " I f  as a result 
of the f irs t  days of resistance b ’ 
tbe Red A rm y, when it  was s t ill 
fa r from  m obilized, ’the best div 
isions of tbe German Fascist A r 
my have been destroyed by oui 
arm y, then th is  means tha t tin 
H it le r ite  Fascist A rm y can also 
be smashed, and I t  w i l l  be 
smashed Just Hite the arm ies of 
Napoleon and K a iser W ilh e lm ’ 
(S T A L IN )”  (Pravda. Ju ly  4).

These "explanations”  on ly made 
th ings worse. By proc la im ing  that 
H it le r  had caught h im  by surprise 
S ta lin  p u b lic ly  acknowledged bn 
own s tup id ity . H is  prestige, his 
pretensions to In fa l l ib il i ty  coult 
not fa ll to su fie r thereby. More 
over, t f  the “ best”  Nazi .divisions 
bad been destroyed, as S ta lin  
claimed, then i t  was the in te r im  
German div is ions which kept ad 
vancing against the fu lly  organ 
ized m ig h t o f the Red A rm y, w ith  
S ta lin  as Commissar fo r Defense 
Commander-in-Chlef, etc., etc. How 
could th a t happen? The K rem lin  
stopped exp la in ing  and Issued tin 
gag law  of Ju ly 6. The less ta lk  
the better. Even tho Pravda  ha:' 
had to reduce from  six  pages to 
fo u r pages. T h is  reduction in 
Pravda's size was o ff ic ia lly  ex 
p lained as due to a "considerable 
increase In c ircu la tio n ." The 

j broader S ta lin ’3 public, tbe le’ss it 
| must be given to read.

DO Y O U  H A V E  A S U BSC R IP­
T IO N ?  LO O K FOR OUR

S P E C IA L  O FFE R

By W A L T E R  R O U R K E

M EXICO  C ITY , Mexico, 
Oct. 5. —- Jacson, the G.P.L. 
murderer of Leon Totsky, has 
finally played the hand which 
he hopes w ill gain his freedom. 
For several months the line of 

! questioning followed., by his 
lawyer, Medellin Ostos, has in- 

i dicated that Jacson would try 
to invent a story of "legitimate 
defense.” During a reconstruc­
tion of the crime on September 

18th, Jacson ’refused to accept 
his former “ version” , as he re­
ferred to it, of the murder. His 

’ lawyer tried to show that then 
were logical contradictions In tin 
statements about the positions o! 

■ the victim and criminal. lie staled 
that judging from the direction of 
the wound, Trotsky could not 
have been struck from behind. 
However Jackson was not permit 
ted to present n new version a!

, the tim e and had to be satlsfle.- 
[ w ith  presenting "h is  version”  in 
w r itin g .

In  a twelve page document 
w r itte n  in  French, Jacson devel 
ops a b it fu r th e r his form er lie : 
about T ro tsky ’s ordering  him  to 
go to tbe Soviet Union to com 
m it sabotage, etc. He fu rth e r 
states th a t T ro tsky  threatened to 
denounce h im  to the au thorities  
for having false documents unless 
he followed orders. Jacson pre­
tends tha t the a rtic le  which he 
used to gain entrance to T ro tsky ’: 
o ffice was in  re a lity  w r itte n  as a 
fina l e ffo rt to convince T ro tsky 
tha t his jo u rn a lis tic  ab ilitie s  wort- 
w ort h more to the movement. 
T ro tsky, he says, scanned the 
a rtic le  very ra p id ly  and th ro w in g  
it  down on tho desk insulted him . 
According to Jacson, th is  was too 
much fo r h im , so he seized T rots 
ky  by the coat and to ld him . "1 
am the last o i l!  you 'll ru in .”  Then 
T ro tsky  reached fo r his gun, but 
the G.P.U. ageist was "m uch qu ick­
e r" and grasping tbe pickaxe 
(whose handiness lie does not 
troub le to exp la in), he struck 
down his v ic tim .

Jacson did not exp la in why he 
came so w e ll armed to the house 
on August 20th. (Ho carried a 
dagger and autom atic in  addition 
to the pickaxe.) He does not even 
m ention his “ confession le tte r" 
prepared by the G.P.U. and placed

in  his pocket. IK  does not expla in 
why he burned a ll his documents 
fieforo com m ittin g  tho crim e nor 
does he deal ■with his false pass­
po rt tha t o r ig in a lly  belonged to a 
member of tbe In te rn a tion a l B rig ­
ade k ille d  in  Spain—a sure sign 
of G.P.U. connections. A ll that the 
new “ vers ion" accomplishes is to 
add one more lie  to the long lis t 
w h ich  comprises his testim ony.

T h is new version surprised

W ill Defend Tobin In Whatever He Does So 
Long As He Continues To Support The War

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

I he Stalinists in the. AFL International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters have made their peace with President Daniel Tobin, 
and are now defending his union-busting moves against Local 
544-CIO of Minneapolis and the CIO national drive to organ­
ize motor transport drivers.

The IB T  Neiss, self-styled "Voice of the Rank and File” , 
is a newspaper published monthly by the Stalinists in New 
York. Until a few months ago it devoted most of its space to 
sharp attacks on Tobin's bureaucratic domination of the union
and his co llabora tion  w ith  th e ’* ' --------------------- -------- --------------------
racketeer elements in con tro l o f 
m any o f the locals. T ha t was 
before the beginn ing o f the So- 
v ie t-N az i w ar.

B u t now th a t the S ta lin is ts  are 
lik e  Tobin a ll-o u t supporters o f 

I the im p e ria lis t w ar, and now th a t 
Tobin's reac tiona ry  policies are 

! m eeting some progressive oppo- 
j s ition  fro m  various locals th rough  
' ou t the country , the S ta lin is ts  
i have rushed to  his defense and 
i are a id ing  him  in his f ig h t  to 
smash th a t opposition.

A n  e d ito r ia l in  the September 
issue o f IB T  News, en titled  “ For 
the Defense o f O ur C oun try  and 
O ur U n ion ,”  is no th in g  more 
than a defense o f Tobin and his 
racketeer friends.

T iie  e d ito r ia l takes cognizance 
o f t iie  re p o rt th a t t iie  CIO U n itedeveryone by its  weakness. The 

fact tha t th is  is a ll tho G.P.U. and C onstruction  W orkers  O rgan iz- 
t  s lick lawyer can produce a fte r in g  Com m ittee, headed by A . D.
a year is su ffic ien t proof of tiie  
d iff ic u lty  of its  position. T iie  en­
t ire  press greeted the new version 
w ith  sarcasm and expressions of 
in c re d ib ility . I! is safe to say that 
’ o one in Mexico believes the new 

version o r has any doubt th a t it 
is m erely an ancient a lib i w ith  
less than the usual foundation.

The t r ia l is o ff ic ia lly  ended. 
Now the defense and tiie  prosecu­
tio n  m ust present th e ir  conclu­
sions and tiie  judge decides tDo 
case. There is no doubt but that 
tho defense w ill appeal tiie  case 
and t r y  to fin d  some technical 
pre text to demand a re tr ia l. It 
m igh t then be able to find  a more 
complacent Judge and could count 
on a d im in ished public ln teresi 
as tim e passes. A lthough t Dip 
seems very u n lik e ly  at present 
one can not tie certa in a fte r Fm 
experience of t iie  free ing of S i­
queiros.

Tobin is f ig h t in g  precise ly those 
unions and local leaders who 
w ant democracy in the union. 
They know th a t Tobin w il l  f ig h t  
to the Inst gangste r aga inst tea l 
democracy in the union.

“ The troubles th a t our In te rn a ­
tion a l now have in  M inneapolis 
and o ther c ities show the need 
fo r  c leaning ou t racketeers and 
d ic ta to rs  before they  stab us in  
the back.”

L IE S  A B O U T  M IN N E A P O L IS  
T E A M S TE R S

Hero the S ta lin is t school o f fa l­
s ifica tion  aimed a t de fending To­
bin reaches its  peak. F o r the 
“ troub les”  in M inneapolis did no t 
arise because there were racke t­
eers and d ic ta to rs  in Local 544, 
bu t because the members o f 544 
fo u g h t aga inst the d ic ta to r ia l po­
licies o f Tobin and by dem ocratic 
vote decided to jo in  the  CIO. 
There were no racketeers in  the 
M inneapolis team ste rs ’ move­
m ent u n t il Tobin sent them  in  to 
smash the union.

A ga in s t fram e-ups, v ilif ic a tio n , 
thugs and legal blows, Local 544- 
CIO has fo u g h t fo r  a ll the th ings  
which the IB T  News was demand­
in g  on ly  three m onths ago, fo r  
clean, progressive, democratic,

In  o ther words, because o f the 
war, the w orkers  who oppose dic­
ta to rsh ip  and racke teering  in  the 
unions m ust do no th ing  to cha l­
lenge the ru le  o f the bureaucrats, 
fo r  the Tobins w il l  f ig h t  back 
v ic ious ly  to  m a in ta in  th e ir  g r ip  
on the union, and th is  w i l l  lead 
to the d isu n ity  w h ich  the S ta lin ­
ists assure us w i l l  make H it le r ’s 
job  easier.

The S ta lin is ts  make i t  clear 
th a t w ha t m otiva tes th e ir  sup­
p o rt o f Tobin is no t his union 
policies but h is support o f tb " 
war. “ A nd le t us no t fo rg e t who 
A. D. Lew is is. He is the b ro th e r 
o f John L . Lew is. . . These men 
would like  to weaken the Team ­
sters ’ In te rn a tio n a l which, under 
the leadership o f Dan Tobin is 
lin in g  up so lid lv  behind the  ' m il ita n t  in d u s tr ia l un ionism . They 
a n t i-H it le r  policies o f P resident ?lave had to f i Sh t fo r  th is  a« a ins t 
Roosevelt.”

S T A L IN IS T S  T E L L  T O B IN  
TO M A K E  IT  LO O K GOOD

In  the m ost fa w n in g  manner, 
the e d ito r ia l tr ie s  to  te ll Tobin 
how to  make h is un ion-busting

Trotskyites Again!
On Juno 30, a l i t t le  more 

than a week a fte r  H it le r  in ­
vaded the USSR, S ta lin 's 
Pravda  carried an a rtic le  cut! 
tied "V ig ilance  And Organiza­
t io n ! ”  I t  is  one of tiie  many 
artic les calculated to wh ip up 
a spy m ania in  t iie  Soviet u- 
nion. U n like  the others, how­
ever, i t  contains a d irect re ­
ference to "gangs of T r o t s k y .  
lte -B ukha rln tto  degenerates.” 
T iie  subsequent Issues of Prav­
da deleted th is  te ll-ta le  fo r ­
mula.

S ta lin  Is a fra id  to make 
public tha t ho is one© again 
p u rg in g  his apparatus o f T ro t­
sky is ts ! T h is  is an in fa llib le  
sign th a t po lit ica l  opposition 
to S ta lin  is g row ing  under 
w a rtim e conditions.

Fifth Annual Series of the Twin City 
Sunday Forum

opens on

Sunday, October 19, at 3 P. M.
JAMES P. CANNON

National Secretary, SWP 
speaking on

W HY ARE WE ON TRIAL?
at

919 M A R Q U E T T E  A V E N U E , M IN N E A P O L IS , M IN N .

Admission 10c

Lewis, is “ out to organize tho un­
organized team ste rs”  and cha rg­
es th a t the “ ne t re s u lt”  o f th is  
so fa r  has been th a t a num ber 
f  locals have s p lit  away from  

the A F L  to jo in  the CIO.

A D M IT  “ J U S T IF IE D  
G R IE V A N C E S ”

“ In  some cases,”  the ed ito ria l 
is forced to adm it a l i t t le  re lu c t­
an tly , “ they have taken advan t­
age o f some o f the ju s tif ie d  g r ie v ­
ances o f the rank and f i le  o f our 
organ iza tion .”

The IB T  News, i t  continues, 
has also been opposed to “ lack 
o f democracy and gangste rism ”  
and “ c r it ic a l o f the ‘do n o th in g ’ 
po licy o f some o f ou r In te rn a tio n ­
al and local o ffic ia ls  on th is  Is­
sue.”  B u t th a t was in the past.

“ B u t today, when ou r coun try  
is in  a state o f na tiona l em erg­
ency. . . we fee l th a t th is  so- forces supplied to him  by his 
callqd CIO d rive  is p ro m otin g  racke teer friends, 
w a rfa re  among labo ring  men a t “ I f  Tobin and the  In te rn a - 
a tim e  when we need co-opera- tio n a l E xecu tive Board helped 
tion. H it le r  and his A m erican the ra n k  and f i le  achieve rea l 
friends w i l l  find i t  easier to  pro - democracy w i t h i n  our local 
mote th e ir  program  to  crush a ll unions, they  would ge t even more 
labor should they succeed in pro- backing.”
voking d isu n ity ,”  etc. I B u t the S ta lin is ts  know  th a t

Tobin, Roosevelt and the reac­
tio n a ry  Stassen ad m in is tra tio n  in  
M innesota. N ow  the S ta lin is ts  
have jo ined in  the f ig h t  aga inst 
Local 544 and aga inst a ll o ther 
elements in  the un ion who refuse 
to- cap itu la te  to D ic ta to r Tobin.

policies (and th e ir  support o f 
| those po lic ies) look a l i t t le  be t­
te r.

“ I f  P res ident Tobin took real 
action aga inst gangste r-ru le  in 

: certa in  locals, we are sure th a t 
he would get even more support 
fro m  the rank and f i le . ”

B u t the S ta lin is ts  do no t ex­
p la in  th a t Tobin does no t f ig h t  
(he gangsters because w ith o u t i 
th e ir  support he h im se lf would 1 T h is ly in g  prom ise is easily ex- 

i be p itched ou t o f the union by posed by the S ta lin is ts ’ fa ilu re  to 
an ang ry  ra n k  and f ile . They do c ritic ize  in  the s lig h te s t degree 
not te ll th e ir  readers th a t Tobin | T ob in ’s reac tiona ry  s trugg le  
is able to f ig h t  the d issident lo - | aga inst 544 and the o ther locals 
cals in  tho In te rn a tio n a l on ly  be- i which have jo ined the CIO in an

The IB T  News declares th a t i t  
is “ ready to f ig h t  side by side 
w ith  our o ffic ia ls , local and na­
tiona l, in  the common s trugg le  
aga inst H it le r  and H itle r is m . We 
w ill,  however, continue to  c r it ic ­
ize a ll policies and practices th a t 
p lay  in to  the hands o f p ro -H it le r  
forces, d is rup te rs  and em ploy­
ers.”

cause he has the aid o f gangster a ttem p t to w in  in te rn a l democ­
racy and the f ru its  o f progressive 
unionism .

The S ta lin is ts  have jo ined the 
un ited f ro n t  o f the labo r bureau­
crats and the w a rm ongering  gov­
ernm ent th a t w i l l  hesita te  a t no 
measure and no slander to  p re­
ven t w orkers fro m  f ig h t in g  fo r  
independent unionism .

HELP FIGHT THE INDICTMENT
29 people— members of the Socialist Worke rs Party and the leaders of Motor Transport 

and Allied Workers Industrial Union, Local 544-CIO have been indicted in Minnesota 
on charges of "conspiring to overthrow the government.”

This sweeping attack upon civil liberties and labor’s rights must be repelled! The 
job of defending the victims of this prosecution is up to the workers themselves. Roose­
velt’s administration isn’t subsidizing this defense project.

A id  the defendants by g iv in g  p ro m p tly  and generously to th e ir  Defense Fund.

.SEND Y O U R  C O N T R IB U T IO N S  T O :
j

T H E  C IV IL  R IG H TS  D E F E N S E
C O M M IT T E E  ^

Room 809, 160 F if th  A re .. New Y ork  C ity  |

I  enclose...................... fo r  your Defense Fund I

I
Name ............................  j

Address ........................................................................ I

I
.........................................................................  I

The Government prosecution has been con­

demned by the

CIO

LA B O R ’S N O N -P A R T IS A N  L E A G U E  

U N IT E D  A U T O  W ORKERS 

A M E R IC A N  C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S  U N IO N  

N A T IO N  

N E W  R E P U B L IC

and other labor and liberal spokesmen

Trotsky Assassin Gives 
New GPU 'Defense' Line



‘We Were Bombed At Suez'
Seaman Describes How Aerial Bomb Exploding Close To His Ship 
Knocked Him Out of His Bunk; Crew Says Bonus Not Worth Risk

By A L  SW ANSO N

It didn't take more than the first bomb, exploding so close 
to our ship that it rolled us out of our bunks, to convince 
the crew that the S75 bonus for the Port of Suez was a pretty 
cheap price to place on our own lives.

Our ship, the President Buchanan, American President Line 
boat chartered by Isthmian, a L. S. Steel subsidiary, had been 
tied up in Suez since July 8. six days. We were carrying trucks, 
tanks and planes for the British Near Last Army. We had 
observed a few Italian air-raids, always previously directed at
B rit is h  and Greek ships. B u t'* '-------------------------------------------------------
ours was an A m erican ship. We 
considered ourselves mere spec­
ta to rs .

The company and sh ip ’s o f f i­
cers had made no rea l a ttem pts  
to pro tect the ship. In  the b r ig h t 
m oonligh t, despite the black-out, 
our w h ite -pa in ted  deck-work 
gleamed like  a m irro r. I t  was 
ju s t the bad aim  o f the Ita lia n  
bombers th a t any o f us fro m  the 
President Buchanan are a live  to 
te ll w hy  the biggest bonus we 
m ig h t ge t couldn’t  be too much.

I t  was tw o  o’clock in the m orn­
in g  o f J u ly  14 when th a t f i r s t  
bomb landed. M y p a rtn e r and I 
were suddenly hu rtled  ou t o f our 
bunks by the tremendous v ib ra ­
tions o f the ship, as i f  i t  had been 
s truck  a v io le n t blow. La te r, we 
learned, th a t a lthough no1 d irect 
h it  had been scored, the force 
o f  the exp lod ing bomb was so 
g re a t as to r ip  rad ia to rs  o f f  the 
w a lls  and crack up the sh ip ’s 
pipes.

“ W h a t’s happened t o  t h e  
sh ip ? ” , we both exclaim ed a t the 
same moment. We h u rr ie d ly  
dressed, am id the crazy rock ing 
o f the ship, grabbed our seamen’s 
papers and ran down the  black- 
ed-out a lleyw ay to  the open

square a f t  o f the sa ilo r’s quar­
ters.

T H E  B O M B IN G  A T T A C K
The scene was one ol' g re a t 

confusion. We f i r s t  noticed the 
con tinua l popp ing o f f  o f the mo­
to r  o f a tu g  tied  up to the a fte r  
p a rt o f the ship. The na tive  long ­
shoremen were ru n n in g  around 
like  mad, some ju m p in g  to the 
barges below, others ru n n in g  fo r  
the gangway, do ing any th ing , in 
fact, to  ge t away fro m  the ship.

The crew members gathered to ­
gether. We were able to see the 
a ttack ing  plane in  the w h ite  
m oonligh t, c irc lin g  upward, pre­
p a rin g  fo r  the n e x t dive a ttack. 
The f irs t  bomb, we learned, had 
s truck  on ly  a few  fe e t astern o f 
us.

Searchligh ts were p lay in g  a ll 
over the sky. The f la i r  o f  the 
a n t i-a irc ra ft  guns f ir in g  fro m  the 
•ther end of the ha rbo r flashed 

on and o f f  like  photographers ’ 
ligh ts . Now  and again, we heard 
the rend ing im pact as a bomb 
exploded on the o ther side o f the 
harbor, where the a ttack  cen ter­
ed.

A ga in  the a tta ck in g  plane d iv ­
ed on us, its  m otors zoom ing in

a r is in g  crescendo. I t  came so 
low we could see the fo rm  o f the 
p ilo t. D ire c tly  overhead i t  swoop­
ed; a black ob ject came h u rtl in g  
down. We held our breaths.

W E CUKSE T H E  BONUS
The bomb s truck  on the s ta r­

board side, no t more than f i f ­
ty  fee t away, sending up a huge 
geyser o f w ater. We cursed, 
and w hat we cursed about most 
o f a ll was th a t we were r is k ­
in g  our necks fo r  a lousy $75 
bonus fo r  the port.

Suddenly, a huge flam e explod- 
; ed in to  the sky a t the o ther end 

o f the harbor. I t  was the S.S. 
Geòrgie, a 27,000 ton B r it is h  pas­
senger boat. L a te r, i t  was towed 
aw ay fro m  the o ther ships and 
beached in sha llow  w ate r, where 
i t  continued to burn  fo r  a week. 
A ll th a t f in a lly  was le f t  o f i t  
was its  warped steel plates. We 
got our on ly  laugh ou t o f the 
bom bing a m onth la te r, when we 
heard a BBC broadcast to the 
e ffe c t th a t the SS Geòrgie had 
been s lig h t ly  damaged by a 
bomb.

But, a t the tim e, we did no t 
have much in c lin a tio n  to  th in k  
about the fa te  o f the Geòrgie. 
Once more, the  Ita lia n  bomber 
circled a lo ft  and then descended 
in its  deadly dive. T h is  tim e  the 
bomb s truck  about 50 fee t on the 
opposite side o f the ship.

F rom  th a t tim e  on, the shadow 
o f fe a r hung over us. W e knew 
w hat a bom bing meant, we knew 
th a t we were no t safe. The b ig ­
gest bonus could no t compensate 
fo r  th a t fe a r we carried  w ith  us 
n ig h t and day.

Despite the a ttack, and the

Working Class Revolts 
Sweep Nazified Europe

A popular underground mdyeSTient of bitter intensity har­
asses German rule in Czechoslovakia — invaluable munition 
works are blasted to the ground, calls for general strike appear 
on the walls of the cities, German soldiers walk in danger of 
their lives on Czech streets. In Yugoslavia a Serbian guerrilla 
army of 12,000 descends to towns and villages, wiping out whole 
German garrisons. The slogan “ Hail Croatia's revolutionists!”  
is found written on all the walls.

Factory production is low or irregular for the Nazis in 
other lands — Norway, France. Holland, Belgium. Denmark — 
the degree of opposition ranging from Norway’s “ slowdown” 
movement, from the Netherlands' widespread slogan “ The more 
chaos, the belter” , to action 111
blasting factories o ff the map. 
Dem onstrations of open opposition 
to Nazi ru le  take place every­
where; granaries are burned; ra i l­
roads damaged; German o ffic ia ls  
are assassinated da ily.

H it le r ,  through s k il lfu l man­
ip u la tio n  of Q u is ling  govern 
meats, sought fo r a long tim e to 
foster the m yth that the conquered 
nations were sa tis fied  under the 
Nazi heel. Garrisoned soldiers 
were pub lic ly  instructed to treat 
the subjugated peoples w ith  court 
esy. By these tactics H it le r  hoped 
to avoid the popular resistance 
w h ich  marked the Kaiser's inva­
sions of the last war. Evidence 
o f any such resistance was dis­
missed as w ork of "B r it is h  agents” 
i f  i t  could no t be concealed.

B R U T A L  R E P R IS A LS
Today, however, i t  becomes 

p la in  tha t none o f H itle r 's  con­
quests can be su ffic ie n tly  sugar- 
coated to e lim inate  the inevitab le  
antagonisms between the conquer­
o r and the conquered.

And today tho Nazis can only 
supply one answer to unrest w ith ­
in  the conquered na tions: b ru ta l 
reprisals. More than one thousand 
persons are know n to have been 
executed by bang ing and shod 
in g  in  the past few weeks. w ith  
m any thousands more imprisoned 
fo r long prison terms. A  new out­
break of an ti-S em itic  te rro r  has 
been launched in  an attem pt to 
deal w ith  popular opposition. Bin 
s t i l l  the present Nazi forces ap­
pear unable to get the s itua tion  
back in to  hand.

Despite Die fact that there i* 
no like lihood  of A llie d  m ilita ry  
in te rven tion  in  th e ir  favor at the 
present tim e, the peoples of 
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia 
are today o ffe rin g  the stoutest 
and most m ilita n t resistance to 
Nazi dom ination.

And thus they give the lie  tr 
B r it is h  im peria lism 's  cla im  to 
having provided in sp ira tion  to tin  
underground movements of revolt 
of the oppressed peoples under 
H itle r 's  heel. T h e ir struggle has

no v is ib le  connection w ith  .lira 
w ar of the im peria lis t enemies of 
im p e ria lis t Germany.

The lio  is also given to H itle r 's  
p la in t to the disturbed German 
people, tha t the conquered nations 
would he happy and cooperative 
under German dom ination were i t  
not fo r B r it is h  f i f th  column ac tiv ­
ity .  H it le r  can no longer w ith  
th a t argum ent lo ls te r  the morale 
o f the w a r-w ea ry  German people 
who begin to see ahead on ly  an 
epoch o f m il ita ry  con flic ts  w ith  
u n w illin g ly  subjugated peoples. 
He can on ly prescribe the death 
pena lty fo r those Germans who 
dare to lis te n  to rad io reports of 
the widespread unrest.

B E H E A D IN G  L E A D E R S H IP
The Associated Press on October 

3rd quoted an "authorized Czecho­
s lovak source”  to the effect that 
the v ic tim s  of Nazi reprisals an- 
not always the leaders of the 
revolts. F requently, i t  states, men 
known to be capable of “ organiz­
in g  tlie  Czech people in to  res is t­
ance cells”  are taken from  con 
cen tra tion  camps, the ou ts it’ t o f 
w h ich they haven’t  seen in  m any 
months, and shot, fo r acts in which 
they could have had no part. It 
would seem then, i f  such a policy 
is being consciously pu t in to  
practice, th a t the Nazis are not 
concerned on ly  w ith  te rro r iz in g  
the populace in to  submission. A n ­
other purpose would seem to he a 
desire to behead beforehand the 
po tentia l leadership of the w ide­
spread revo lu tion  that must fo l­
low upris ings as these.

For i t  is p la in  tha t the present 
upris ings are not the re.--n:t :> 
well-planned and organize 1 move­
m ent o r leadership. But I hat 
they stem from  the growing' con­
sciousness of the European work 
ing-class is not d ifficu lt, to per­
ce. \ c.

T h e ir class nature in revealed 
to us in  the class nature of Gif 
ipp iisa ls , w h ich cut broadly in to 
the mass of 1 lie working-class. 
Most of f lie  sabotage take- place 
in s itua tions where obviously only 
w orkers can be concerned—as, on 
ra ilroads, in  factories, etc

T h e ir class nature is also re ­
vealed by the t im in g  of these up­
ris ings, so obviously inspired by 
the m agnificent resistance o ' the 
Soviet workers and soldiers to 
the onslaught of H it le r ’s armies. 
They not on ly  represent an up­
surge of revo lu tiona ry  a c tiv ity  by 
emboldened w orkers faced w ith  
the necessity to s trugg le against 
H itle rism , but m ust in  many cases 
include a desire to make more 
d if f ic u lt  H i t le r ’s a ttack on the 
Soviet U n ion.

obvious danger we were in, the 
B r it is h  po rt au tho ritie s  d idn ’t  
help to ease our m inds any 
about our sa fe ty in  fu tu re  a t­
tacks. W e covered our deck 
w h ite -w o rk  w ith  canvas. B u t 
the p o rt au tho rities  lied  up a 
barge o f uncovered w h ite  f lo u r 
alongside our sh ip  fo r  several 
days a fte r  the bombing. I t  
shone lik e  a fie ld  o f snow in 
the m oonligh t, a perfect in v i­
ta tio n  fo r  a bomber.
As an a fte rm a th  o f the bomb­

ing, the na tive  longshoremen, 
m ostly  fro m  desert tribes, fled 
from  our ship and the two other 
Am erican boats near us a t A ttic a , 
the m il ita ry  camp where trucks 
and planes are assembled.

C O N D IT IO N S  OF N A T IV E S
They d idn ’ t  like  the idea o f 

being blown to b its  by bombs fo r  
22 p iastres a day, ro u g h ly  88 
cents. A  w o rk in g  day, we learned, 
was six  A . M. u n t il 12 m idn igh t, 
and, i f  necessary, the clock 
around.

The B r it is h  then used soldiers 
to w o rk  the cargoes fo r  several 
days. T h is , by  the way, was in 
v io la tion  o f the A ng lo -E g yp tia n  
pact, w h ich says th a t a ll w o rk  
done in E g y p t sha ll be done by 
E gyp tian  labor. B u t a l l o f E g y p t 
is dom inated by the B rit is h , 
whose troops ove r-run  the coun­
try .

The conditions o f the  native 
w orkers under B r it is h  e xp lo it­
a tion are incred ib le. The long ­
shoremen a t Suez, E gyp t, the 
Red Sea p o rt o f the Suez Canal, 
live  m a in ly  on a diet o f hard- 
baked, unleavened bread and 
w ate r. They live  in  complete 
filth , as no san ita ry  fa c ilit ie s  
at a ll are provided them. The 
regu la r longshoremen, in h a b it­
ants of Suez, get fa r  less than 
the tribesm en b rough t in  from  
the desert. They receive only 
8 piastres, or 32 cents, a day, 
s la v ing  from  18 to  24 hours a 
day.
They are kicked around, h it  and 

beaten by the forem en and sol­
d ie r supervisors. F o rm erly , be­
fo re  the B r it is h  troops replaced 
the Ind ian  S ikhs used by the B r i t ­
ish in  Suez, the w orkers  were 
s im p ly  bayorietted down when 
they did no t do th e ir  w o rk  to the 
lik in g  o f the B r it is h  taskm as­
ters.

| B u t there  is a deep s p ir it  o f 
resistance in  these explo ited 
workers. On our ship, the tr ibe s ­
men pulled a s tr ike , before the 
bombing, when a superv is ing  ser­
geant blacked the eye o f one of 
the cargo gang. The sergeant 
was f in a lly  removed fro m  the 
ship. There can be no question 
o f the pro found ha tred which 
these natives have fo r  the B r i t ­
ish im peria lis ts .

SUEZ M A D H O U S E
Suez is som eth ing o f a mad­

house, w ith  its  norm al population 
o f about 25,000 swollen to several 
hundred thousand by troops, s a il­
ors, refugees, and Ita lia n  p rison ­
ers o f w a r.

M ost o f the Greek refugees 
seen to  be well-heeled w ith  m o­
ney, com ing fro m  the w ea lthy  
class and thus able to  flee and 
safe-guard th e ir  hides, w h ile  the 
Greek masses have been le f t  to 
take a ll the Nazi blows. There 
were several Greek warsh ips in 
the harbor. The Greek sailors 
are the w ilde s t o f the w ild  swarm 
o f soldiers and sa ilors a t Suez, 
who have l i t t le  to  do and are on 
the constant look-out fo r  ways 
to escape boredom. F rom  w ha t 
I  could ga the r fro m  the Greek 
sailors, they are com plete ly d is­
illusioned about the w a r, ca ring  
no th ing about its  outcome. They 
s tick  w ith  th e ir  ships on ly be­
cause they have nowhere else to 
go; i t ’s th e ir  on ly  source o f food.

The Ita lia n  w a r prisoners, how- 
■vor. seem to be a ve ry  jo v ia l 
bunch, happy to  be ou t o f the 
war. These prisoners are engag­
ed on hard  road w o rk , rece iv ing 
l i t t le  more than th e ir  food fo r  
th e ir  labor.

W H A T  I  L E A R N E D  
FROM T H E  TROOPS

The m ost il lu m in a tin g  expe ri­
ences I  had were in  conversations 
w ith  sold iers o f the B r it is h  A rm y . 
These are o f tw o types, the Colo­
nials and the re g u la r B r it is h  sol­
diers from  Eng land. The Colo­
nials, m a in ly  A u s tra lia ns  and 
South A frican s , have a common 
d islike, m ounting  to  ha tred, fo r  
the B r it is h  governm ent.

P a rt o f the hatred which the 
Anzacs fee l tow ard  the B r it is h  
is due to the fa c t th a t they feel 
exp lo ited by B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism. A lm ost every Anzac so l­
d ie r I  ta lked to  was a member 
o f the A u s tra lia n  Labor P arty . 
Some expressed surprise when

I told them there  was no Labor 
P a rty  in  the U n ited  States. They 
are class conscious, and w e ll un­
derstand the d iffe rence between 
cap ita l and labor.

The ch ie f grievance o f the Co­
lon ia ls  was th a t they were forced 
to do the b ru n t o f the f ig h t in g  
to- save the B r it is h  E m pire , w h ile  
the B r it is h  ru lin g  class was keen­
ing 4,000.000 troops in England 
fo r its  own im m ediate pro tection 
Most o f the Anzacs are sick o f 
the w a r and w ant on ly to get 
home.

I ta lked to two Anzacs who had 
been th rough  the bloodiest f ig h t ­
ing  in Greece, Crete, L ib ya  and 
S yria . W hen they were sent in to  
S yria , they were com ple te ly un­
prepared fo r  the bloody f ig h t in g  
they were to encounter. They 
had been to ld  th a t the native 
Syrians would welcome them  w ith  
open a rm s; th a t the re  would be 
very l i t t le  resistance to the B r i t ­
ish A rm y .

Instead, they encountered some 
o f the s t if fe s t and bloodiest en­
counters o f the en tire  w ar. The 
two soldiers w ith  whom I  talked 
were the sole surv ivo rs  o f an en­
t ire  platoon which had been sent 
to w ipe out a French machine- 
gun nest.

One o f the m ost s tr ik in g  in ­
cidents re lated to  me came from  
tw o South A fr ic a n  soldiers. 
They had been th rough  most 
o f the  E th iop ian  cam paign. 
They saw very l i t t le  severe ac­
tion , as m ost o f the Ita lia n  
troops were on ly too w illin g  to 
surrender and get out o f the 
war.

A t  the capture o f A dd is Ababa, 
the Ita lia n  troops were disarmed. 
The E th iop ian  natives, who have 
some b itte r  scores to pay o f f  w ith  
the Ita lia n  im p e ria lis t exp lo iters, 
sought to  a ttack  the Ita lia n  
troops. W hereupon, the B r it is h  
command rearm ed the Ita lia n  sol­
diers, and B r it is h  and Ita lia n  
troops toge ther suppressed the 
natives.

B R IT IS H  O F F IC E R  C ASTE 
I  ta lked w ith  several soldiers 

who had been th rough  the eva­
cua tion  o f D unkirque . To p re­
vent panic fro m  spreading 
th rough  the en tire  arm y, the 
B r it is h  h igh command had o r­
dered anyone show ing signs o f 
panic to  be shot. The number 
executed in th is  fash ion was 
very h igh. The s ig n ifica n t fact, 
however, was th a t there was a 
h igher percentage o f executions 
among the officers than among 
the soldiers. In  many instances, 
i t  was o ld-tim e non-com m is­
sioned officers and soldiers who 
had to  take the command o f en­
t ire  sections. They were ca lm ­
er and knew more about what 
to  do then the h igher rank ing  
officers.

The d iscip line a t Suez is at a 
m in im um . There is ve ry  l i t t le  
sa lu ting  o f officers, despite re g ­
ulations. The soldiers are sup­
posed to ge t up a t 6 A . M., bu t 
m ost get up much la te r. There 
is considerable resentm ent tow ­
ard the officers, a lthough no open 
h o s tility . One o f the B r it is h  sa il­
ors did speak to me in  g rea t b it ­
terness because the o rd in a ry  s a il­
ors were being subjected to se­
vere penalties fo r  in fra c tio n s  o f 
regulations which the officers 
were v io la tin g  w ith  im p un ity .

The caste d is tinc tions in  the 
B r it is h  a rm y  were b ro ug h t home 
to me by a sergeant, a w e ll-edu­
cated young fe llow , who to ld  me 
he was ta k in g  an exam ination 
fo r  a commissioned officersh ip . 
He adm itted th a t the average ser­
geant could n o t compete in these 
exam inations fo r  o fficers posts. 
I asked w hy he had been recom ­
mended to  take the exam. He 
said: “ The officers above me know 
tha t we speak the same lan­
guage.”  B y  th a t, he meant, th a t 
they were in the same social 
class.

Twin City Sunday 
Forum

E very Sunday - 3 P. M.

10c : :  Refreshments 
Prominent Speakers

(The fo rum s w i l l  be held reg ­
u la r ly  every Sunday, ra in  or 
shine, a t 3 P. M. th roughou t 
the season.)

•
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A n t i-a ir -c ra ft  u n it on Soviet B lack Sea sh ip  f ir in g  a t a ttack ing  N az i planes.

Grant Dunne, 1894-1941
(Continued from  page 1)

G ran t who was a lready in a poor physica l con­
d ition . W orkers  who had fo llow ed G ran t Dunne 
in the s trugg les on the p icke t line  and who knew  
o f his fearlessness in  the face o f danger, appre­
cia te the desperation over his own fa il in g  health 
which fin a lly  drove him  to end h is life .

G ran t J. Dunne was horn on a fa rm  east o f 
L it t le  F a lls , M innesota, on June 21, 1894. U n t i l 
he was 15 years old, he lived w ith  his fa m ily  
the pove rty -s tricken  life  o f hundreds o f o ther 
fam ilies  o f it in e ra n t lum ber and ra ilro a d  con­
s truc tion  w orkers in  no rthe rn  M innesota. In  
1909 the fa m ily  moved to  M inneapolis where 
G ran t attended South H ig h  School u n t il he was 
forced to leave school in o rder to help support 
the fa m ily .

He held a v a r ie ty  o f jobs w ith  express com­
panies and a num ber o f heating and p lum b ing 
concerns. H is em ploym ent w ith  the Crane P lum b­
in g  Company was in te rrup te d  in  1918 when he 
was dra fted  in to  the arm y.

B ro u g h t H om e O n S tre tch e r in  1 91 9
Sent to France a fte r  on ly  a few  sho rt weeks 

o f tra in in g  in the a rm y  camps o f the U n ited  
States, he was on fro n t- lin e  du ty  w ith  Company 
H o f the T h ird  P ioneer In fa n try  in  m any o f the 
g re a t ba ttles along the A rgonne fro n t. In  the 
c losing months o f the w a r he was severely shell- 
shocked and spent m onths in a f ie ld  hosp ita l in  
France before being sent back to the U n ited  
States. He was b ro ug h t back to  th is  cou n try  on 
a s tre tche r in  1919 and was hospita lized in a Long 
Island hospita l fo r  a period before h is tra n s fe r 
to the m il ita ry  hospita l a t F o r t  S ne lling  in M in ­
nesota.

A f te r  a few m onths in th is  hosp ita l he was 
released to complete his convalescence a t home. 
He was a convalescent fo r  a year bu t the respon­
s ib ili ty  fo r  the support o f a w ife  and young son 
(who was born w h ile  he was in F iance ) drove 
him  to  seek w ork  long before he had fu l ly  recov­
ered. He returned to  a job  in  the p lum b ing  busi­
ness and soon occupied a responsible position  as 
an estim a to r fo r  the A m erican P lum b ing  and 
H eating  Company in St. Louis.

Becoming unemployed as a re s u lt o f the de­
pression which c u t deeply in to  the p lum b ing  
business, he re tu rned  to  M inneapolis in 1931. He 
found em ploym ent as a coal hand ler and la te r 
as a tru c k  d r iv e r w ith  the P ittsb u rg h  Coal Com­
pany.

M iles and V incen t Dunne were also employed 
as coal yard w orkers and they, together w ith  
G ran t and other M inneapolis m ilita n ts , organized 
the coal yard  w orkers. The coal s tr ik e  w h ich 
took place in F eb ru a ry  o f 1934 ended w ith  v ic to ry  
fo r  the coal yard  w orkers, the f i r s t  v ic to ry  which 
any group o f M inneapolis w orkers had won in 
tha t open-shop town fo r  over a decade.

A ltho ug h  Local 574 won a v ic to ry  in  th is  s tr ike , 
some o f the leaders o f the s tr ik e  were v ic tim ized, 
inc lud ing  the Dunne bro thers. Despite the need 
to support fo u r  ch ildren, G ran t Dunne continued 
his day and n ig h t o rgan iza tion  w o rk  fo r  the 
union, m aking  a liv in g  as best he could by p a rt-  
tim e jobs, re lie f, E R A  jobs, etc.

A Leader o f  G reat S trike s  o f  1 9 3 4
The g re a t s trikes o f the M inneapolis tru ck  

d rive rs  in M ay and J u ly  o f 1934 found him  in 
the fo re fro n t o f a c tiv ity . A s a m il ita n t  leader 
on the p icke t line, as a w r ite r  fo r  the new ly- 
launched O rgan izer, as a f ie ry  speaker a t mass 
meetings, as a f irm  and unshakable nego tia to r 
fo r  the union w ith  the em ployers and the govern­

ment agencies, he served the un ion in countless 
ways.

He was elected as Recording S ecre tary o f old 
Local 574 in 1935 and held th is  post by succes­
sive re-e lection even a f te r  the re tu rn  o f the local 
to the In te rn a tio n a l when i t  became Local 544. 
In 1939 he declined to  run  fo r  re-e lection because 
o f i l l  health . He continued, however, to serve as 
O rgan izer fo r  the union.

One o f his m ost notable achievements in  con­
nection w ith  his trade  un ion w o rk  was the organ­
iza tion o f the unemployed. He was in  la rge  p a rt 
responsible fo r  the successful o rgan iza tion  o f the 
Federal W orkers Section o f Local 544. In  1936, 
G ran t Dunne was sent by the union as a delegate 
to  a conference o f the unemployed held in  W ash­
ington, D. C.

I t  was in  1936 also th a t he represented the 
General D rive rs  U n ion before the U n ited  States 
Senate sub-com m ittee on education and labo r (the 
L a F o llc tte  C om m ittee) w h ich  was in ve s tig a tin g  
the ac tiv itie s  o f s trike b re a k in g  agencies.

A ltho ug h  he p a r t ia l ly  overcame the handicap 
created by the shell-shock w h ich  he had suffe red 
in the w a r, he never made a f u l l  recovery. D u r­
ing a ll o f the years o f stress and s tra in  w h ile  the 
union was being b u ilt  and its  ga ins consolidated, 
he had m any breakdowns. Because he w ou ld  no t 
p e rm it h im se lf the lu x u ry  o f the res t and re laxa ­
tion  w h ich m ig h t have restored h im  to good 
health, he g rew  progress ive ly  worse. 

Prosecuted Because 
He O pposed the  W ar

H is nerves shattered as a re s u lt o f W orld  W a r 
I, the hys te ria  o f W orld  W a r I I  and the s ta r t  
o f prosecutions o f trade  union m ilita n ts  and 
w o rk ing  class p o lit ic a l leaders fo r  th e ir  a n ti-w a r 
opin ions weighed on him  heav ily . He was one 
o f the 29 men and women ind ic ted by a federa l 
grand ju ry  in St. Pau l on J u ly  15th on charges 
o f “ seditious conspiracy” . G ran t Dunne was no t 
on ly  a trade union m ilita n t, he was a class-con­
scious. p o lit ic a l opponent o f the c a p ita lis t system 
o f w a r and po ve rty  and su ffe r in g . He understood 
fu lly  th a t the problem s o f the w a r- to rn  w o rld  o f 
today could never be solved unless the decaying 
ca p ita lis t system were replaced by a soc ia lis t 
system. He knew th a t the T ro ts k y is t movem ent 
alone among a ll the politics'll pa rties  o f the w o rk ­
ing class was the in s tru m e n t w h ich could e ffec t 
tha t change.

B u t G ran t Dunne knew too th a t before a new 
society was born, cap ita lism  in  its  “ death agony”  
would lash ou t a t the w o rk in g  class leaders who 
sought a change. I t  was n o t th a t he feared per­
secution —  he had m any tim es before shown 
his a b ili ty  to  stand up fea rless ly  in  the face o f 
repeated attacks by  em ployers and governm ent 
o ffic ia ls , and in  f r o n t  o f the fla m in g  guns o f 
deputies and cops. B u t his hea lth  was fa il in g . 
Since the beg inn ing  o f W orld  W a r I I ,  h is w eak­
ened and over-burdened nervous system had su f­
fered re c u rr in g  a ttacks. I t  is believed th a t he 
was in  the m idst o f such an a ttack  when he ended 
his life .

F unera l services fo r  G ran t Dunne were held 
under the auspices o f Local 544-CIO. F an-e ll 
Dobbs, N a tion a l Labor S ecre tary o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  and a long tim e  fr ie n d  and asso­
ciate o f G ran t Dunne, delivered the fu n e ra l ad­
dress. The services took place on Tuesday, Oct. 
7. a t Gleason M o rtu a ry  in M inneapo lis. B u ria l 
was a t the N a tiona l Cem etery a t F o r t  Sne lling .

F our bro thers, V incent, M iles, Fenton and Paul 
Dunne, together w ith  C arl Skoglund and George 
F ros ig , O rganizers fo r  544-CIO, served as active 
pa ll-bearers a t the fun e ra l.
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By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Á Little History
Last week John M cCorm ack o f N ew ark, N . J., 

concluded a le tte r  to  the ed ito r o f T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  w ith  the question: “ W ha t good is the exe­
cutive  order th a t Roosevelt issued i f  i t  hasn’t  go t 
tee th to enforce i t ? ”

We suspect th a t M cCorm ack knew ve ry  w e ll 
the answer to  his own question. B u t i f  there 
is any one else who isn ’t  aware o f the fra u d  and 
hypocrisy being practiced by the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  tow ard  tile  problem  o f jobs w ith o u t 
d isc rim ina tion  fo r  Negroes, we re p r in t the fo l­
low ing  pa rts  o f an a rtic le  by George M cCray, 
Negro labo r com m entator, fro m  the Chicago Bee, 
Sept. 21, 1941:

“ Many people have an alm ost ch ild like  
fa ith  in the power o f powerless governm ent 
com m ittees and commissions. D u rin g  N .R .A ., 
when we no t on ly had a N a tiona l Labor 
Board, hut labor ad justm ent boards fo r  v a r i­
ous industries, organized labor learned th a t 
these boards o f M r. Roosevelt o ften  wasted 
a lo t o f precious tim e bu t never go t much 
accomplished. I t  seems as though Negroes 
are go ing to make a s im ila r discovery.

NO RESU LTS
Here is an en ligh ten ing  series o f events: 

Ju ly . 1940; the N a tion a l Defense A dv iso ry  
Commission s tipu la ted  th a t w orkers should 
r.ot be d iscrim inated aga inst because of age, 
race, or color. No discernible change.

A p r i l 12. 1911; Negro em ploym ent and 
tra in in g  branch was established in  the O f­
fice o f Production Management to make pleas 
fo r  the rem oval o f "em ploym ent ba rrie rs  erec­
ted against competent and available colored 
workers e ithe r by em ployers or labor o rgan­
izations.”  Some results achieved, hut f ra n k ­
ly  hard ly  w o rth  m ention ing. The m ost s trenu ­
ous e ffo r ts  o f such fie ld  workers fo r  OPM as 
Poston and W eaver succeeded in placing a 
h a lf dozen Negroes here and there.

M ost o f the gains made in the bu ild ing  in ­
dus try  were due to  a shortage o f labor in 
many areas and to  the h itte r  ba ttles being 
fo u g h t between the A F L  and the CIO to 
dom inate the bu ild ing  indus try . When the 
CIO  v e n t a fte r  Negro construction workers 
the A F L  decided the tim e  was ripe to change 
its  policies and g ra n t Negroes w ork perm its, 
ra re ly  union membership.

NO C H A N G E
A p r il 11. 1911; both H illm a n  and Knudsen 

sent le tte rs  to defense contractors u rg in g  
them to drop d isc rim ina tion . No change.

NO C H A N G E
June 23. 1911; P resident Roosevelt, very 

much ir r ita te d  by A . P. Randolph’s th rea ten­
ed march to W ashington, took “ s trong ”  meas­
ures to prevent d isc rim ina tion  aga inst Ne­
groes. Government agencies were cautioned, 
a non-d iscrim ina tion  clause was to be placed 
in defense con tracts ; and another com m it­
tee, th is  tim e one on F a ir  Iim p loym en t P rac­
tices was to he created, to  make inves tiga ­
tions and to redress grievances. So fa r  no 
change, hut i t  should be remembered th a t the 
w ell-m eaning, ha rd -w o rk in g  men on the com­
m ittee rea lly  haven’t had tim e to tackle the 
problem.

NO C H A N G E
A ugust, 1941; F a ir  Em ploym ent Practices 

com m ittee called on President, had th e ir  p ic­
tu res taken, and recommended tha t he call on 
a ll governm ent agencies.to drop segregation 
and d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst Negroes. Seems 
lik e  th is  was done once before.

A N O T H E R  L E T T E R
A ug ust or September, 1911; President is ­

sues le tte r ask ing various departm ent heads 
to review em ployment policies.

SOM E RESU LTS
September, 1941; Associated N egro Press 

carried s to ry  o f f iv e  N egro stenographers 
who had been hired, in the U n ited States war 
departm ent over which M r. Roosevelt h im ­
se lf is boss. The g ir ls  were "h idden away on 
the second flo o r in the s ix th  w ing o f the huge 
m un itions bu ild ing  o f the w ar departm ent”  
w ith  p ra c tica lly  no th ing to do.”  
in  short, to sum up the whole experience in 

October, 1941, n il the le tte rs , statements, orders, 
and “ w e ll-m ean ing”  com m itteem en in the w o rld  
are not go ing to he able to  do- an y th in g  basic 
about job  J im  Crow. The N egro masses can de­
pend on ly on th e ir  own organized s treng th  to 
w in concessions and to w in  fu l l  equa lity .

Hastie Can't Answer Baldwin
In  a le tte r to the New Y o rk  T imes, Oct. 4, 

W illia m  H. Hastie, Negro C iv ilia n  A ide to  the 
Secretary o f W ar, attem pted to  answer some 
rem arks in an a rtic le  in the Sept. JO Tim es w r i t ­
ten by th a t paper’s m il ita ry  com m entator. H an­
son W . B aldw in.

In  th is  a rtic le , devoted to a discussion o f con­
clusions th a t could be drawn fro m  the recently  
completed A rm y  maneuvers, B a ldw in  stated th a t 
i t  was tile  “ v ir tu a lly  unanimous be lie f o f m any 
officers th a t they (N e g ro  sold iers) do no t make 
good combat so ld iers”  and th a t “ m any officers 
say th a t the present tendency to increase the 
propo rtion  o f Negroes in the combat arm s o f the 
A rm y  is d icta ted by p o lit ic a l pressure and is 
dangerous to the effic iency o f the A rm y .”  

H astie  undertook to argue the question. B u t 
he was unable —  and a fra id  —  to deal w ith  the 
po in t in B a ldw in ’s a rtic le  th a t is v is ib le  to every­
one th a t wants to see i t :  nam ely, th a t a lthough 
N egro soldiers by and la rge  are fun c tion ing  as 
w e ll as any’ others in the A rm y , th e ir  officers, 
in the face o f a il the favorable evidence given 
by Baldw in, s t i l l  b e litt le  and underrate them.

Hastie doesn’t  m ind show ing B a ldw in ’s m is ­
takes —  bu t he has no th ing  to  say’ about th is  
a ttitud e , fostered and to le ra ted by H a s lie ’s own 
superiors and covered up by h im , th a t is the 
source o f a ll the d isc rim ina tion  shown the Negro.

The Trends O f “lsolationism”
Movement Splits, Part Goes To War Camp, Part Turns Fascist

By DON DORE

Since the end of World War I. most Americans have banked 
on the policy of “ isolationism” to keep this country out of war. 
That policy has proved to be very insubstantial. The “ isola­
tionist”  movement lias cracked wide open under the impact of 
war.

To comprehend the fu ll extent of the debacle of “ isolation­
ism” as an anti-war instrument, it is sufficient to recall 1 lint 
until tlie outbreak of this war, in September, 1930, “ isolation­
ism” was the keynote of official foreign policy.

The disillusionment o f the American masses w ith ihe out­
come of the first World War compelled each succeeding national 
a d m in is tra tion  to  adopt “ ¡so la--*

and its  defense and extension 
against a ll riva ls .

Thus, even such an “ iso latio 
n is t”  “ in trans igen t" as Senator 
W heeler is constrained to declare' 

“ As Americans, interested firs 
in  America, what is our presen* 
stake? Our stakes are our indo 
pendence. our democracy and ou r  
t rade  and commerce. Even/ red 
blooded A m erican  icould fight h  
preserve them ."

In  keeping w ith  Ib is  basic 
objective, no d iffe re n t than Roose­
v e lt ’s, the , “ iso la tion is ts ”  in 
Congress have voted fo r every 
m il ita ry  appropria tion .

The actions o f the recent con­
vention of the Am erican Legion 
in M ilwaukee m arked a s t ill fu r ­
the r re trea t of " iso la tion ism .”  
T u rn in g  its  hack on its  en tire  
past policy, tlie  Legion endorsed 
a com pletely in te rven tion is t no-

tio n ism ”  as its  fo rm a l fo re ign  
po licy. N o t even Roosevelt, d u r­
ing  liis  f i r s t  years o f office, dared 
openly oppose th is  po licy.

In  September, 1939, addressing 
Congress in  support o f the repeal 
o f the arm s embargo, Roosevelt 
expressed h im se lf exclusive ly in 
term s o f iso la tion ism , when he 
sa id :

“ To those who say th is  p ro ­
gram  (arm s embargo repeal) 
would invo lve a step tow a rd  w a r 
on our p a rt, I  rep ly  th a t i t  o ffe rs  
fa r  g re a te r safeguards than we 
now possess o r ever have pos­
sessed to p ro te c t Am erican lives 
and p ro pe rty  fro m  danger. I t  is 
a positive program  fo r  g iv in g  
safety. Th is means less l ik e li­
hood o f incidents and con tro ve r­
sies which tend to draw  us in to  
con flic t, as they did in the W orld  
W ar. There lies the road to 
peace.”

T h a t is a stock p a tte rn  o f “ iso­
la tio n is t”  a rgum ent: The U n ited  
States would herm etica lly ’ seal i t ­
se lf from  the po ss ib ility  o f “ in ­
c idents”  and thereby avoid the 
risk  o f “ fo re ign  entanglem ents.”

T h is  whs the outward senti 
m ent o f the overw helm ing hulk 
o f Congressmen and Senators, 
Democrats and Republicans alike, 
in  the m onths im m edia te ly pre­
ceding tlie  outbreak of W orld 
W ar I I .  As late as Ju ly  1939. 
the Congressional leaders of botli 
parties in  conierence w ith  Roo­
sevelt. had rejected out-of-hand 
his proposal to repeal the arms 
embargo.

IS O L A T IO N IS T
E B B -T ID E

From  the moment of the repeal 
of the arm s embargo in Novem­
be r 1939, i t  was apparent th a t 
the " is o la tio n is t '- movement was 
in  ebb-tide. On no single issue of 
fore ign po licy lias the pro-war 
A dm in is tra tion  failed to command 
a solid and overwhelm ing m a jo r­
ity  fo r its  measures.

Not on ly  lias tlie  " iso la tio n is t" 
movement failed to stem the on- 
rush ing forces of in te rven tion  
ism, i t  has continuously added 
to those forces from its  own of­
fic ia l ranks.

One by one. du ring  tlie  course 
of the past two years, fo rm erly  
prom inent “ iso la tio n is t”  Congress­
men have sidled or leaped over 
in to  the in te rve n tio n is t camp. 
M ost recently’ , fo llo w in g  Roose­
v e lt ’s “ sho-ot-on s ig h t”  edict, 
there was a m ajor exodus of iso­
la tio n is t Representatives, led by 
D irksen o f I llin o is , from  the 
iso la tion is t bloc. A ll tha t remains 
of the forces which once dom inat­
ed tlie  d irection  of foreign po licy 
in  Congress, is a t in y  and dw in d l­
in g  group of “ in trans igen ts ” , 
whose ch ie f differences w ith  tlie  
A dm in is tra tion  lie  not in  funda­
mental objections to war as an 
ins trum en t of im p eria lis t policy 
hut on ly  on questions o f how. 
when and on what, issues that 
w ar is to he conducted.

R E P U B L IC A N  B A C K -S L ID E
R id in g  tlie  crest of “ iso lation 

is t ”  sentim ent tha t followed the 
f irs t  W orld  W ar, the Republicans 
succeeded in ho ld ing the reins o f 
government fo r 12 years. T lie  Re­
publican P arty  has posed as tlw  
tra d itio n a l champion of “ iso la­
tion ism .”

Today’, the Republican P a rt' 
can scarcely re flect even the 
shadow of such a pose. Leading 
Republican big-wigs, such a- 
Knox and Stimson. have been foe 
the past year outstanding spok 
esmen and representatives of tin  
Roosevelt adm in is tra tion .

Even the old-guard of Republic 
anisrn. Hoover, Landon. el al. and 
th e ir  Congressional followers, m 
longer defend ihe tenets of tra 
d ition a l “ iso la tion ism ” . On v i r ­
tu a lly  every practica l measure 
w h ich  leads to war, they support 
the A dm in is tra tion . No fear ot 
"fo re ign  entanglements”  lias pre­
vented them from  supporting "a id 
to B r ita in ”  and a ll the other meas­
ures "sh o rt of w a r" w h ich are 
leading d ire c tly  to war. For, in 
essence, both p o litica l w ings of 
Am erican cap ita lism  have an iden­
tica l objective; Ihe preservation 
of the Am erican cap ita lis t system

I sit ion, inc lud ing  a call fo r the 
im m ediate repeal of the N eutra l!

1 ty  Act.
1 A ll along tlie  line  the "iso la ­
t io n is t"  movement lias met w ith  
defeat and rout. T lie forces o; 
" iso la tion ism ”  are crum blin '.1 
under t lie  pro-war pressure, am: 
many o f its  leaders have tu rn  
coated on the ir bewildered follow 
ers and ended up as shouters fn  

1 war.
B ut the “ iso la tio n is t" move 

| m ent is not dead. I f  its  effort- 
| to intervene against the w ar ha rt 
I ended in  fiasco w hat remains o' 
the movement reta ins a H i" am 
viru lence which lias vast im p lic  
ations fo r tlie  future.

Those im p lica tions have noth 
ing  to do w ith  tlie  prevention <c 
war. They have to do p r im a r ily  
w ith  the war's a fterm ath.

Senator “ Champ”  C la rk , one 
of tlie  few rem a in ing “ iso lation 
ists", expressed the fundamental 
character of the present move­
m ent in an address to  a mass 
m eeting in  M ilwaukee, tlm  day 
preceding the opening o f  the 
Am erican Legion convention. 
C lark declared:

" I  do not wt.-tn to see our boys 
come back home not on ly  racked 
by wounds but shocked unit 
poisoned by the revolutionary  
excesses which every expen and

Monopolies Nibble At Consumers' Pockets
The K r a f t  Cheese Company, 

the G reat A tla n tic  and P acific  
Tea Company and n ine ty other 
defendants were named in re ­
cent ind ic tm ents by the a n t i­
tru s t d iv is ion  of the D epa rt­
ment o f Justice on charges o f 
price f ix in g  in the cheese in ­
dustry  in the State o f New 
Y ork .

Accord ing to the charges, 
prices were fixed by the com­
bine fo r the m ilk  paid the d ir t  
farm ers. A fte r  being process­

ed by low paid workers, the

consuming public was charged 
prices set by the tru s t. In  e f­
fect ce iling  prices were set fo r  
the fa rm er, w h ile  floo rs  were 
set on prices fo r  the consumer.

Since January, 1941, prices 
o f cheese have risen from  15’A 
cents a pound to ap p ro x im ­
a te ly  23 cents a pound, or 
more than 58%.

Here is a clear illu s tra t io n  
o f how monopolies cheat the 
fa rm er, e xp lo it the w orker and 
overcharge t h e  consumer, 
reaping monopoly p ro fits  in 
the process.

student expects to signal the o r  
0/ th is  war, no mallei'  who ,e'nr 
the war."

Here ¡;. the '■'•‘■■■•nee .’>1 what re 
mains of 1 > y>i tion ism  " L. 1!- 
purest lonn . il is fear .>i ihe <>f 
fects of post-war chaos on the 
sa fe ty  o f the ca p ita lis t system. 
T h is  s ta rtin g  po in t fo r present 
day “ iso la tion ism " lias no th ing in 
common w ith  a fundam ental 
objection to war or im peria lism

The Lindberghs, Nyes, and 
C larks represent that sector of 
Am erican capita lism  which op­
poses en try  in to  the w ar NOW 
because it  feels that the F IR ST

Mexican Workers Shot 
By Camacho's Soldiers
Protection Of Army Caste Responsible For 
Massacre; Part Of His Move To The Right

By RIOCHO

M EXICO  C ITY , Sept. 29.— Somewhere between ten and 
twenty-five workers were killed and several times that number 
wounded during a demonstration held September 23rd before 
President Avila Camacho s house in Mexico City. The previous 
day, these workers had addressed President Camacho through 
an open letter signed by their union, the General Union of Work­
ers in War Materials, asking his intervention and support in a 
dispute with the director of the factories producing supplies for 
the army. 1500 to 2000 demonstrators had gathered in front of 
Avila Camacho's house and had sent a delegation to ask iiis 
a id : one woman carried a bouquet of flowers for Mrs. Camacho. 
She received a bullet in ihe back for her trouble.

Due to the strict police control of all news, it is difficult 
to ascertain exactly what happened (even the families of the 
dead and wounded were not permitted to enter the hospital for 
two clays). A l l  that is known is“
th a t a ba tta lion  o f soldiers was 
summoned and opened f ire  on tlie  
dem onstrators. Am ong the dead 
were the General Secretary o f the 
union together w ith  o ther o ff i­
cers; no police o r soldiers were 
wounded, much less killed .

The response o f the CTM lead­
ers, o f Lom bardo and o f the lead­
ers o f the union whose members 
were k illed , is about w ha t would 
be expected o f cow ard ly  scoun­
drels whose income and priv ileges 
are based on t lie  o ffic ia l status 
o f the trade unions in  Mexico. In  
every “ p ro te s t”  and statem ent, i t  
is f i r s t  made clear th a t no g u ilt  
whatsoever is placed on Cama­
cho’s head. “ Justice”  is called 
fo r, the g u ilty  o ffic ia ls  m ust be 
punished, so th a t the “ revo lu tion ­
a ry ”  governm ent o f M exico may 
continue on its  course. A bso lu te ly 
no a ttem p t is made to exp la in  to 
the M exican w o rke r w hy his life  
is held in such sm all regard by 
the o ffic ia ls  who surround a “ re ­
v o lu tio n a ry ”  president.

R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  OF T H E  
O F F IC E R  C ASTE

A t f i r s t  s igh t, the massacre o f 
these w orkers m ay seem inex­
plicable to some people; w h y  on 
earth  would an ad m in is tra tion  
which depends on support by tiie  
o ffic ia l trade  unions needlessly 
expose its e lf  to general condemn­
ation by such a scandalous butch­
e ry  ? There had been no violence 
d u rin g  the dem onstration to  un ­
nerve the a rm y  o ffic ia ls ; the 
dem onstrators liad not fired  upon 
the o ffic ia ls  or attacked them  in 
any w ay (in  spite o f rum ors to 
the con tra ry  th a t the reactionary  
press tr ie d  to spread soon a fte r  
the massacre).

The exp lanation fo r  the mass 
m urder lies in  the na tu re  o f the 
o ffice r caste in  the M exican A rm y  
and the fa c t th a t they now feel 
th a t the road is open fo r  them 
to regain th e ir  old p riv ileges and 
give ven t to th e ir  ha tred o f the 
workers. M exico has a tra d itio n  
o f ns savage an a rm y  offic ia ldom  
as any cou n try  in  the world . 
Never lias a M exican d ic ta to r 
lacked candidates fo r  an o ffice r 
caste to support h im ; never have 
these candidates hesitated fo r  one 
m inute to prove th e ir  w o rth  by

the m ost outrageous, ty rann ica l 
and ba rba ric  oppression. The o f­
ficer caste o f Mexico is composed 
->f men who arc e ith e r la rge  land- 
owners or desirous and conspir­
ing to be such. The “ re vo lu tion ­
a ry ”  m il ita ry  leaders alm ost in ­
va ria b ly  became lords o f la rge 
haciendas th rough  the v ic to ry  o f 
th e ir “ revo lu tions”  and then con­
verted themselves in to  ru le rs  as 
ruth less as th e ir  predecessors. 
I t  is fro m  th is  same class th a t 
the bu lk o f the present a rm y o f ­
ficer corp is form ed.

F o r the M exican w o rke r and 
fa rm er, th is  corp has no th ing  but 
contem pt and hatred. A dm ire rs  
in th e ir  overw helm ing m a jo r ity  
o f Franco and fascism, they fe a r­
fu l ly  observed tlie  g ro w in g  size 
and in fluence of the trade  union 
movement; they saw in th is  new 
main prop to  the a d m in is tra tion  
a dangerous r iv a l to th e ir  own 
- la im  to p riv ile ge  —  as indeed | 
i t  was; today, trade union lead- 
rs are com petitors o f the arm y 

fo r the favo rs  bestowed upon 
those who constitu te  th is  prop.

D u ring  the Cardonas adm in is- 
‘ ra tion , there was l i t t le  the o f­
ficer caste could do. A lthough  
Cardenas did not remove them 
fro m  the a rm y, i t  was under his 
sponsorship th a t the Mexican 
trade union m ovem ent underwent 
its  m ost extensive development. 
Since Camacho took power, how­
ever, the o ffice r caste as w e ll as 
the church and o ther reactionary  
sections obviously feel th a t th e ir  
tu rn  has come. M axim o Camacho, 
the P resident’s bro ther, is w e ll 
known as t lie  fascist-m inded gov­
e rnor o f the ne ighboring  state of 
Puebla. H is open disrespect fo r  
w o rke r’s lives, which he has 
taken w ith  his own hand, has not 
prevented his being appointed to 
a post in the cabinet as M in is te r 
o f Communications.

O FFIC ER S PRESSING  
FO R W AR D

W ith  such an example o f the 
tra d itio n a l la ho r-ha ting  a rm y  o f ­
ficer occupying a position o f in ­
fluence —  b ro th e r o f the P res i­
dent, occupying a cabinet post —  
¡s it  any wonder th a t the o ffic ia ls  
o f the a rm y, never having lost 
s ig h t o f the p riv ileged  past, are 
now beg inn ing  to  re fle c t the  old

a ttitu d e  o f contem pt fo r  the 
w o rke r?  One can hear from  
m any m ouths in M exico t lie  s to ry  
th a t a lthough he was no t pres­
ent in person a t the massacre, 
M axim o is responsible. The arm y 
o ffice r tra d it io n  p lus M axim o Ca­
macho seems to be the m ost prob­
able exp lanation  to the sham eful 
event.

M ost sham eful o f a ll, however, 
is the  trade union leadership th a t 
does no t exp la in  to the M exican 
w o rke r ju s t how’ much la te n t 
danger th is  k i l l in g  exposes. T lie 
mere existence o f a fasc is t group 
is bad enough, bu t a llow in g  them 
to rem ain in positions o f power 
where they are ever poised to 
leap a t t lie  th ro a t o f the o rgan­
ized labo r m ovem ent bodes a 
fierce s trugg le  in  the fu tu re . I t  
is c rim in a l fo r  the leaders o f the 
labor movem ent to  ignore th is  
th re a t; bu t they do ignore it .  
“ These events do n o t mean an­
tagonism s between the a rm y  and 
the w o rk e r”  they echo a fte r  P resi­
dent Camacho. And the o ffice r 
caste? N o t a w ord —• on ly “ com­
plete confidence”  th a t the P res i­
dent w ill see jus tice  done. The 
police forbade the union leaders 
to make speeches a t the mass fu - 

, neral attended by ne a rly  200.000 
w o rke rs ; and the un ion leaders 
subm itted. The police hide the 
real num ber o f k illed , the top 
union leaders do not denounce 
th is .

The po licy o f Lom bardo Toleda­
na and the CTM  leaders lias been 
one o f cow ard ly  cover-up o f the 
man they p u t in to  office as P resi­
dent and o f the o ffice r caste lie is 
p lann ing  to restore to a dom in­
ant. ro lo in  M exico. Toledano is ­
sued a sta tem ent im m ed ia te ly  fo l­
low ing  the massacre in  which lie 
term ed i t  a “ reg re ttab le  in c i­
dent,”  and absolved President 
Camacho o f a ll resp on s ib ility  fo r  
th is  m urderous act o f li is m il ita ry  
officers.
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objective fo r Ihe em ploying class 
is the complete destruction o!' tlie 
labor movement and the preven­
tion . its  advances o f w ar, o f post­
w ar w ork ing-c lass upsurge.

T h is  section of the Am erican 
bourgeoisie— in a m in o rity  today 
--fee ls  tha t it  is essential to make 
some compromise w ith  fascism, 
even to in troduce fascism in to 
Am erica, to avoid what it eonsid 
ers to be the greater evil, tin 
complete loss of i l ie ir  wealth 
power and class privileges, which 
they visualize as tlie  inevitable 
outcome of the w ar whether the 
U n ited States "w in s " or “ loses.”

T H E  F A S C IS T  T R E N D
More and more, the  present 

“ iso la tio n is t" movement is adapt­
ing its o lf to fascist, ideology and 
demagogy. It is no accident that 
L indbergh, chief fro n t fo r the 
“ iso la tion is ts ." in troduced Jew 
ha lting  in  his recent speech in 
Iowa, and that his Senatorial col 
leagues leaped to the defense of 
his utterances.

In  no sense, however, does th is 
present trend of " iso la tion ism ” 
re flect a movement w h ich a t­
tempts to fight w ar by exposing 
t lie  roots of (ho cap ita lis t Wat 
system. I ts  d iffe rences w ith  the 
pro-war bourgeoisie are tactical 
L indbergh  has repeatedly stressed 
the po in t tha t lie is fo r "defense" 
of tiie  “ Western Hem isphere," pro 
posing not tha t Am erica cease lc 
be im p e ria lis tic , bu t tha t i t  con­
fine its  im peria lism  w ith in  geo 
graphic l im its  which w ill avoid 
w ar u n t il the na tion is b e ttc  
prepared in  a m il ita ry  sense. IT* 
argues against going to w ar now 
by a ttem pting  to prove that A m er­
ican im peria lism  is "unprepared.” 
T iie  logica l conclusion to th is  ar 
gument. is that L indbergh w ill 
support w ar when the nation is 
“ prepared.”

And (hat is precisely what we 
may expect from  tiie  remnants ol 
the “ iso lationist." movement, when 
the coun try  is plunged in to  w ar 
ns an actual m ilita ry  partic ipant. 
A ll the more eager w i l l  the ‘’ ¡sola 
tio n is ts ”  be to d isp lay th e ir  “ lo y ­
a lty ”  and “ genuine A m erican ­
ism ", once w ar is declared. They 
w i l l  procla im  tha t “ Now that we 
are in . we have no choice hut 
to stand w ith  our country again»’ 
the enemy.”

W H Y  “ IS O L A T IO N IS M ”  
C A N N O T  STOP W A R

“ Iso la tion ism ”  cannot stand 
up as ¡in an ti-w a r movement be­
cause i t  holds m ajor objectives 
iden tica l w ith  those of the in te r­
vention ists. I t  breaks down in to  
a maze o f con trad ic tions when it 
seeks to d iffe re n tia te  itse lf in  any 
basic sense from  the in te rven tion ­
ists. I t  is  im p e ria lis t: i t  is for 
“ na tional defense” ; it  is fo r ca­
p ita lism . And, confronted w ith  the 
final clioice of ca rry in g  through 
a ruth less fight against t lie  war 
or l in in g  up w ith  the cap ita lis t 
olass as a whole once tlie  die iF 
cast, it. takes tlie  la tte r course.

T lie  ch ie f danger of “ iso la tion ­
ism ”  is as a snare to catch those 
who are lienes lly  opposed to war 
and to lead them  down to 
a b lind-alley. I t  b linds the masses 
to the real causes of war. which 
aro inherent in  cap ita lism  as a 
system, and d isorients t lie  a n t i­
war fight. In  the end, tlie  “ ¡sola 
t io n is t"  bourgeoisie always betray 
th e ir  sincere p.nti-war followers 
and thus demoralize the anti-war 
forces.

O nly tha t movement can end 
w ar and b ring  las ting  peace 
w hich organizes the masses for 
an uncom prom ising battle  w ith  
capita lism , the w ar system. Only 
th a t p a rty  can lead the a n ti-w a r 
figh t which seeks to destroy im ­
peria lism  root and branch.

As the collapse of " iso la tion ism " 
brings home to the American 
masses the fu t i l i t y  of seeking to 
prevent w ar w ith in  the frame 
w o rk  of cap ita lis t Im peria lism , 
they m ust tu rn  to the Socialist 
W orkers Party, the mrti-rnpUalis t  
a n ti-w a r p a rty , fo r  tru e  leader­
ship in  the an ti-w a r fight.

Japan's Moves In 
China Are Prelude 
To New Adventures

B y JA C K  W E B E R

C hina  and  the  W ar
I t  took fo u r years o f w a rfa re  in China to  per­

suade the U n ited  States im p e ria lis ts  th a t China 
could res is t the Japanese invasion. In  th a t fo u r  
years Japan was forced to s tra in  her economy 
to the u tm ost to keep her arm ies in the fie ld  
and to continue po lic ing  the vast stretches o f 
te r r ito ry  tha t the M ikado hoped to swallow . Jap­
an spent ten tim es as much on th is  w a r as on 
the Russo-Jap W ar. H e r casualties in k illed , 
wounded, and diseased were also fa r  g reater, hav­
ing reached over a m illio n  by M arch 1940 alone. 
W ith  a ll her tremendous sacrifices o f “ blood and 
treasu re ”  as the lingo o f d ip lom acy likes to  p u t 
it, Japan lias proved unable to accom plish the 
sub juga tion  o f China.

U n ited  States aid to China obviously is fo r  the 
purpose o f keeping Japan occupied w ith  the w a r 
on the con tinent o f A sia  so th a t t lie  Japanese 
m ilita r is ts  w ill no t be able to  tu rn  th e ir  fu l l  a t­
ten tion to o ther spheres, such as the Dutch East 
Indies and Singapore. The m om ent the Japanese 
began to w ith d ra w  troops fro m  t lie  Chinese in ­
te r io r  fo r  the movem ent southwards to Indo­
ch ina , C liiang  Kai-shek opened the biggest m il i­
ta ry  operations he had thus fa r  attem pted. C h i­
nese troops took the offensive in f iv e  o f the 
overrun provinces. T h is  cam paign was no t m ere­
ly  fo r  the recovery o f te r r ito ry  and fo r  the de­
feat o f tlie  weakened Japanese garrisons, bu t its  
purpose was as much p o litica l as m il ita ry .  I t  
was an a ttem p t to dem onstrate to  the U n ited  
States and E ngland th a t China could keep the 
Japanese occupied and prevent th e ir  w ith d ra w a l 
o f re a lly  g re a t forces fro m  the Chinese m a in ­
land. Such a dem onstra tion would en lis t fu r th e r  
aid fro m  the “ democracies.”

The new cam paign was also Ch ina ’s answer to 
the le tte r  sent to  P resident Roosevelt d ire c tly  
by the Japanese P rem ie r Konoye on A u g u s t 28th 
o f th is  year. The Chinese had every reason to 
feel alarm ed concerning the outcome o f th a t le t­
te r  which started  negotia tions between the tw o  
im p e ria lis t powers to seek a tem po ra ry  solution 
o f the P ac ific  problem . F o r a f te r  a ll, the U n ited  
States had never ceased, in t.lie en tire  fo u r  years 
o f w a r in the F a r East, to  continue se lling  the 
raw  m a te ria ls  to Japan th a t were absolutely, 
necessary to her fo r  con tinuation  o f the a ttack  
on China. W ith  Russia now com ple te ly absorbed 
in t lie  wav w ith  Germ any, China has no place 
to tu rn  fo r  aid except to the U n ited  States.

R ooseve lt C annot W ith d ra w  Forces
Roosevelt had to we igh tw o fac to rs  in  the d is­

cussions look ing  to an a lle v ia tio n  o f the tense 
re la tions w ith  Japan. W ith o u t ac tu a lly  be ing a t 
w ar, Japan has nevertheless continued a ll th is  
tim e to  hold h a lf the Am erican navy in P ac ific  
w aters. N o t on ly tha t, bu t planes and m unitions 
th a t m ig h t have been useful to Eng land, and 
now to Russia, aga inst H itle r , arc also tied up, 
im m obilized, in  a l l the po rts  o f t lie  F a r East.

E v id en tly  the w a r in the E as t has coalesced 
too closely w ith  th a t in  the W est to p e rm it any 
k ind  o f compromise. Each o f the powers is  too 
deeply involved to p e rm it even a tem po ra ry  
so lu tion. The Japanese are face to  face w ith  a 
desperate s itua tion  and would like  to f in d  a w ay 
out w ith o u t fac ing  a ll the enemies in the East. 
B u t a t the same tim e they m ust th in k  o f the 
fu tu re . I f  H it le r  should w in  the w ar, then a 
Japan which now deserted the A x is  would lace 
a fa r  more fo rm idab le  enemy on the m ainland o f 
Asia  than e ithe r China or Russia.

The Japanese cannot m ere ly  a ffo rd  to  m ark  
tim e  w h ile  w a it in g  fo r  events in Europe to help 
resolve th e ir  problem . W a it in g  now means weak­
en ing o f her position both econom ically and m il i­
ta r ily .  The Chinese w i l l  continue rece iv ing help 
a long the B urm a road fro m  the U n ited  States 
and th is  help w i l l  enable them to p u t up a fa r  
more fo rm idab le  f ig h t  than has been the case 
up to now. He lp w i l l  also gcr to the S iberian 
forces o f the Soviet Un ion and th is  w i l l  mean 
¡i more d if f ic u lt  task fo r  the Jaiiane.se A rm y  there 
also. M eanw hile China does not p e rm it any re a lly  
g re a t w ith d ra w a l o f the Nipponese troops. Japan 
s im p ly  cannot a ffo rd  to abandon China fo r  th a t 
coun try  would then become un ited as never be­
fore to keep the Japanese out in  any new a ttem p t 
a t invasion la te r. China has thus become the key 
to the en tire  s itua tion  in  the F a r East.

M ean inf! o f  Japan's IS etc C am paign
There arc those who see in the desperate s itu a ­

tion  o f Japan the means o f ty in g  the hands o f 
(he m ilita r is ts  and im p e ria lis ts . They reason th a t 
i t  would lie na tiona l suicide fo r  the generals to 
s ta r t  a new w a r, say in S iberia . B u t h is to ry  
lias shown a ll too c learly , again and again, th a t 
the reac tiona ry  ru lin g  clique never gives up its  
power v o lu n ta r ily . The po licy  o f lo o tin g  o f the 
P ac ific  reg ion lias b rough t the nation to  a tre m ­
endous cris is , bu t i t  has a t the same tim e  en­
hanced g re a tly  the priv ileged  position o f the 
sem i-feudal a rm y caste. To them , ju s t  as to  H i t ­
ler, tlie  so lu tion  to  th e ir  problem s lies no t in  
peace hut in fu r th e r  looting.

T lie  new cam paign o f the Japanese a rm y  in the 
in te r io r  o f China is to be viewed w ith  th is  in  
mind. I t  is no t the sym ptom  th a t the Japanese 
are now determ ined to  concentrate on the fina l 
w ip in g  out o f Chiang Kai-shek. R a ther i t  is an 
a ttem p t to- destroy as much o f the Chinese forces 
as possible as w e ll as to  d rive  these forces back 
disorganized once m ore in to  the rem otest sec­
tions o f China, before the  Japanese s ta r t  on a 
new adventure. The ta k in g  and then abandoning 
o f Changsha indicates th is  to  be the case. The 
m arch towards Chengchow is a s im ila r  ind ica tion , 
fo r  the ob ject is to  destroy as much as possible 
so th a t i t  w i l l  take a long tim e  to  reb u ild  w h a t 
the Chinese had accomplished, —  to  p e rm it the  
Japanese to s ta r t  on a new exped ition  o f  lo o t. 
T lie  breakdown o f the nego tia tions between Jap­
an and the U n ited  States (these nego tia tions con­
tinue  on ly  by in e r t ia )  m ay w e ll m a rk  th e  begin­
n ing  o f the long-axvaited a tta ck  on th e  USSR.



THE MILITANT
F o rm e rly  the  S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L

V O L. V — No. 41 Saturday, October 11, 1941

Published Weekly by 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  P U B L IS H IN G  ASS’N  

n t 116 U n ive rs ity  Place. New Y ork, N. Y.
Telephone: Algonauln 4-8547

E d i to r :
F E L IX  M ORROW
Business Manager:
L Y D IA  B E ID E L

S u b s c r ip t io n s : *2 .00  p e r y e a r ;  *1 .00  f o r  s ix  m o n th » , 
f o r e ig n ;  *8 .00  p e r y e a r , *1 .60  fo r  s ix  m o n th s . B u n d le  
a rdo rs  : S ce n ts  p e r c o p y  In  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ; 4 cents 
per oopy In  a l l  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  S in g le  c o p ie s : 6 cents.

“ Reentered ns second rluss  m a tte r F ebruary  13, 1941 
A t the post o ffice  a t New Y o rk . N . Y ., onder the A c t o f 
M arch 3. 1879.”

T o  de fend  the  USSR as the  m a in  

fo rtre ss  o f  the  w o r ld  p ro le ta r ia t, 

against a ll assaults o f  w o r ld  im p e r ia l­

ism  and o f  in te rn a l c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n , 

is the  m ost im p o r ta n t d u ty  o f  every 

class conscious w o rk e r.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta ry  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by the  gove rnm en t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  un ions . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed  by the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
un ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffice rs .

2. T rade  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the a rm y.

3. F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . A  peoples’ re fe re n d u m  on  any and a ll 
wars.

5. C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

6. F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

7. W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

8 . An Independen t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T rade  U n ions.

9 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

The Bridges Decision
Those people who believed that Roosevelt’s 

prosecution of the Socialist Workers Party and 
Local 544-CIO was an accidental or isolated at­
tack upon civil liberties and labor’s rights should 
be disillusioned by the decision handed down on 
Sept. 30th by Federal Judge Sears that Harry 
Bridges should be deported. The union-hating 
shipowners, Edgar Hoover’s G-Men, the big busi­
ness lobbies and anti-labor Congressmen have been 
trying for years to get the longshoremen’s leader 
out of the trade-union movement and out of the 
United States, but not until now have they suc­
ceeded in getting a Federal decision against him.

Bridges is being hounded under a special sta­
tute passed by Congress last year to frame him 
up. His prosecution is directly conducted by 
Roosevelt's own Department of Justice, which has 
launched a witch-hunting and union-busting cam­
paign similar to that conducted by Wilson’s ad­
ministration during the last war.

The attack upon Bridges proves that it makes 
no difference whether unionists support or fight 
the administration’s policy. I f  a labor-leader rep­
resents in any way or to any degree the interests 
of workers and thereby incurs the displeasure of 
the bosses, he is liable to persecution by Roose­
velt, Biddle and the F. B. I. Bridges today en­
dorses Roosevelt’s war and anti-labor policies; yet 
this does not suffice to save him from being vic­
timized.

The same is true of the Communist Party, of 
which Bridges is alleged to be a member. The 
Department of Justice is seeking to deport Bridges 
for belonging to an organization that "advocates 
the overthrow of the government by force.”  This 
is the same ground upon which the 29 defendants 
in the Minneapolis "Seditious Conspiracy” case 
have been indicted and w ill stand trial on Oc­
tober 20th. Carl Skoglund, one of the 29, faces 
possible deportation under the same statute that 
is being used against Bridges.

The Communist Party approves the Federal 
prosecution of the Minneapolis Trotskyists. The 
D aily  Worker of Aug. 16, 1941 said: "The Com­
munist Party has always exposed, fought against 
and today joins in the fight to exterminate the 
Trotskyist F ifth Columns from the life of our 
nation.”  The main complaint of the D aily Worker 
against our prosecution is that the government 
plans to try  the Trotskyists as revolutionists and 
not, as Stalin did in the Moscow Trials, as "agents 
of fascism.”

Now, despite their slavish support of Roosevelt’s 
war policies, the Communist Party, its members 
and sympathizers are feeling the knife at their own 
throat.

The persecution of Harry Bridges and the pro­

secution against the 29 defendants in the Minne­
sota indictments are part and parcel of the ad­
ministration’s drive against the trade-unions and 
especially against its more progressive section, the 
CIO. Every worker must condemn and fight against 
them. For the rights and independence of organ­
ized labor together with the civil liberties of the 
American people are directly imperiled in these 
cases.

Knox And The USSR
In an editorial devoted mainly to lush praise 

of Secretary Knox's recent "police the seven seas” 
speech, the Stalinist D aily  Worker, October 3, 
could not refrain from sounding the following 
faint note of a larm :

“ . . .Sec. Knox’s remarks about Britain and 
American policing the world after the war do not 
help to mobilize the all-out front necessary to de­
feat Hitler. For after the war, all the democratic 
peoples of the world w ill participate in the peace.”

The concern here expressed is a recognition by 
the Stalinists that the Krem lin’s new "allies” have 
no intentions of permitting the Soviet Union to 
have any voice in the "peace” that w ill follow 
the present war.

It w ill be a "peace”  dictated by Anglo-American 
imperialism alone, and in its own interests.

When Knox speaks of American and British 
imperialism "policing”  the world, he means 
"policing” the Soviet Union as well.

But the Stalinists, in return for the "a id”  which 
the Kremlin hopes to get from the Allied imperial­
ists, have broadcast the traitorous lie that this is 
a war for "democracy.”

Knox’s speech exposes this lie for what it  is. 
This war, i f  the Allies emerge victorious, w ill end 
in an imperialist settlement which w ill be no less 
disastrous for the Soviet Union than for democ­
racy.

When the D aily  Worker says that Knox’s re­
marks "do not help to mobilize the all-out front 
necessary to defeat H itler,”  that is not because 
the Stalinists consider Knox’s words a false ex­
pression of American imperialist policy and aims. 
It is because this revelation of the true character 
of the Roosevelt-Churchill war aims may help to 
turn the masses away from support of the war, 
and away from Stalinism as well.

The Stalinist attempt to portray American and 
British imperialism as "allies”  of the Soviet Union 
aids the imperialists to secure that world domina­
tion which w ill be used to destroy the Soviet Union.

The AFL Convention
The keynote of the American Federation of La­

bor convention, now meeting in Seattle, was struck 
by its president, W illiam  Green, when he stated 
in his opening address:

“ . . .We of the American Federation of Labor 
are going to advise the President of the United 
States that we w ill give him all we have in sup­
port of his program, that we w ill stand by him 
and behind him and around him, and we w ill tell 
him further that if  it is necessary to take a more 
decisive action in order to maintain freedom of 
the seas and to protect democracy throughout the 
world, we w ill stand by him and follow him to 
the bitter end.”

This statement is an explicit assurance to the 
imperialist war government that the leadership of 
the AFL is prepared to accept every and any 
measure, regardless of its evil consequences for 
labor, which the Roosevelt administration may 
institute.

Green’s affirmation of support for the capitalist 
government and its war contained no single quali­
fication calculated to reassure the ranks of the 
AFL that their interests as workers w ill in any 
way influence the course of A FL policy.

The problems of the AFL members, and of the 
working class as a whole, were subordinated or 
completely ignored by Green. His "solution”  to 
the evils of speed-up, soaring prices, fixed wages, 
attacks on labor's independence and right to strike, 
was to call on the workers to "give even more” 
to the employers. His sole proposal for the "pro­
tection” of labor’s interests was that more union 
leaders be given posts on government boards.

The road which Green maps for organized labor 
can lead only to the destruction of the independ­
ent power of the unions, to turning them into ser­
vile appendages of the government apparatus.

Green expresses no new and extraordinary policy 
born of special war conditions. 1 le just extends the 
policies practiced by the bureaucratic trade-union 
leadership in times of peace.

A t all times, the trade union bureaucracy seeks 
to blur the class lines, to collaborate with the 
owning class and its government at the expense 
of the interests of the rank and file. It attempts 
to wheedle itself into the good graces of the ruling 
regime in order to wangle a few crumbs from the 
over-flowing tables of the capitalist class.

I f  the union bureaucracy seeks to make itself 
"indispensible”  to the capitalist state in peace­
time, it is ten times as ready to do so in war. 
But it is precisely in war-time, when the govern­
ment demands nothing less than a totalitarian con­
form ity, that there is no room for "give-and-take.” 
Faced by a choice of uncompromising struggle 
against the ruling apparatus, Or a complete capi­
tulation to it, the trade union bureaucracy invari­
ably chooses the latter course.

I he rank and file of labor can maintain their 
freedom of action, their rights and standards, only 
through independent struggle for their own class 
interests and despite and against these misleaders 
of labor.

American Legion Speaks
For Army General Staff
Formed By G. H. Q. After World War I To Silence Radicalism 
Among Veterans, Legion Now Lines Them Up For World War II

By R U TH
Despite its consistent policy 

grams, the American Legion in 
"isolationist”  position. I lowev 
and took its place in the front 
"shoot-at-sight” speech, the Leg

The impression is given tha 
War 1 now consider the time i 
in to  W orld  W ar I I .  B u t is the'* 
A m erican Legion ac tu a lly  the 
voice o f W orld  W ar I ’s veterans?

The facts  te ll a d iffe re n t story. 
F o r one th in g , a t the h igh po in t 
o f its  m em bership —  1,000,000 
s trong —  the Legion never in ­
cluded m ore than 25 per cent of 
the men m obilized in  the las t 
war. N o r were the m a jo r ity  o f 
these members men who had 
reached the trenches. I t  has been 
re liab ly  estim ated th a t less than 
one-th ird  o f the Legionnaires was 
ever under she ll-fire .

Nevertheless, the Legion is a 
la rge  and po w e rfu l o rgan ization, 
whose in fluence rests on its  cla im  
th a t i t  speaks fo r  the m a jo rity  
o f veterans. B u t who re a lly  de­
term ines its  policies ? W ho o r­
ganized i t  and w hy ?

The Am erican Legion was and 
is the baby o f th e  U . S. A rm y ’s 
General S ta ff. Regard ing its  in ­
ception, the la te  Champ C lark 
tes tifie d  in  Congress in  1919, (on 
the occasion o f the Leg ion ’s re ­
quest to  be chartered) "G enera l 
Persh ing asked the various com­
mands in  France to  send dele­
gates and representatives to  a 
m eeting o f the soldiers in  P aris  
a t a certa in  date. O f course, they 
had a ll been ta lk in g  in camp a fte r 
the A rm is tice  about organ iz ing 
som eth ing o f th is  sort. I  th in k  
there were 3,000 a t th a t m eeting 
in  Paris. M y  son, Colonel Ben­
ne tt C. C la rk  was cha irm an.”

T H E  RED SCARE
M arcus D u ffie ld  states in  his 

book, "K in g  Leg ion” : “ When the 
A rm is tice  was signed the A m e r­
ican troops in  France suffered 
an em otional le t-down. They 
wanted to  go home s tra ig h tw a y , 
and the longer they stayed 
abroad the m ore discontented 
they became. A s A llie d  troops 
fra te rn ize d  w ith  Germans, both 
sides began asking w hy the W ar 
was fough t. T a lk  o f the Bolshe­
v ik  revo lu tion  was in  the a ir, of 
the German sold iers’ r is ings  
aga inst th e ir  generals, o f French 
m utin ies. The Am erican General 
S ta ff was seriously concerned 
about howr to keep up m orale. 
Am erican bankers and business 
men who v is ited  Europe returned 
fille d  w ith  anx ie ty . W h a t would 
be the a ttitu d e  o f re tu rn in g  
troops? M ig h t they jo in  hands 
w ith  the I.W .W . who were cre­
a tin g  disturbances on the W est 
Coast and threatened to  spread 
the troub le  th rough  the East? 
W ould the ex-soldiers upset 
th ings?  . . .

“ On F ebru a ry  15, 1919, Gen­
era l Headquarters ordered a 
group o f officers to P aris  to d is­
cuss ways o f m a in ta in in g  con­
ten tm ent among A m erican troops 
in France. These officers were 
drawn fro m  the R egu la r A rm y , 
from  the In te lligence  Section o f 
the General S ta ff, and fro m  v a r i­
ous un its  o f the c itizen arm ies.

JE F F R E Y
of boosting big armaments pro­
past years claimed to have an 
er, following the President’s 
ranks of the interventionists, 
ion suddenly reversed its stand 
t the men who fought in World 
ipe to send their sons forward

Am ong the conferees were the 
men who became the organizers 
o f the Legion, no tab ly  Colonel 
Theodore Roosevelt, F ra n k lin  D ’- 
O lie r and E r ic  F ishe r Wood. .

LE G IO N  EM ERG ES
A  tremendous m ach inery was 

set in to  m otion and the p re va ilin g  
unrest s k il lfu lly  d iverted by the 
a rm y  s ta f f  in to  a so lid ly  cast 
g ian t mold o f conservatism , su­
pe r-pa trio tism , an ti-rad ica lism  —  
and 100% lo ya l acceptance o f the 
sta tus quo. The soldiers were de­
luged w ith  Legion propaganda, 
and the pa th  in to  its  fo lds  was 
nade smooth and rosy. The m a­

ch inery was extended ra p id ly  to 
the troops in  A m erica  as we ll, 
l’ lie boys were never, fro m  th a t 
day to th is , g iven a shred o f an 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  separate them ­
selves as a group fro m  the g r ip  
o f the A rm y  General S ta ff.

The leadership o f the “ demo­
c ra tic ”  Legion, to th is  day is peo­
pled by generals, adm ira ls  and 
o ther h igh  ra n k in g  officers.

A nd  n a tu ra lly , the  ca p ita lis t 
class w h ich  provided financia l 
backing fo r  the new organ iza tion  
supported w holehearted ly the ex­
pressed m otives o f the Legion.

In  the book “ P rofessional Pa­
tr io ts ,”  edited by N orm an Hap- 
good, the fo llo w in g  le tte r, w r i t ­
ten on the le tte rhead o f S w if t  & 
Company and addressed to  v a r i­
ous corporations, is quoted:

“ A t  a m eeting held on Decem­
ber 23, 1919, presided over by 
M r. Thomas E. W ilson, there 
were present representatives o f 
the d iffe re n t stock ya rd  in terests 
and i t  was voted th a t they con­
tr ib u te  $10,000 tow ards a cam­
paign fo r  funds fo r  the Am erican 
Legion. A  na tiona l d rive  is be­
ing made fo r  the Legion and the 
am ount asked fro m  I llin o is  is 
$100,000, M r. James B. Forgan, 
Chairm an o f the F ir s t  N a tiona l 
Bank, being treasu re r fo r  Illin o is . 
We are a ll in terested in  the Le­
gion, the resu lts  i t  w i l l  obtain, 
and the u ltim a te  e ffec t in  he lp­
ing to  o ffs e t rad ica lism . I t  is 
im p o rta n t th a t we assist th is  
w o rth y  w o rk  and a t the m eeting 
I was asked by the Chairm an to 
w r ite  to  the d iffe re n t stock yard  
in terests fo r  th e ir  con tribu tion . 
In p ro -ra tin g  the am ount, i t  was 
suggested th a t we use an a rb itra ­
ry  percentage as a basis and the 
am ount you are asked to  co n trib ­
ute is $100.”

Thus w ith  the active financia l 
cooperation o f the monied in te r ­
ests did the A rm y  General S ta ff, 
m il ita ry  a rm  o f the ru l in g  class, 
nurse in to  organized pass iv ity  the 
discontented soldiers whom  they 
duped in to  f ig h t in g  th e ir  f i r s t  
w o rld  w a r fo r  “ democracy” .

LE G IO N  ON ‘D E M O C R A C Y ’
A  m ore reactionary , demogogic 

o rgan iza tion  would be d if f ic u lt  to'

find. M a in ta in in g  its  hold over 
its  m em bership w ith  the a rg u ­
m ent th a t i t  alone can ob ta in  leg­
is la tion  to  aid the veterans, and 
w ith  m agnificent yea rly  carn iva ls 
called "conventions” , the Legion 
grows s tronger w ith  the years.

A nd a more favorab le  ra lly in g  
po in t fo r  a fu tu re  fasc is t move- 
nent in  th is  cou n try  would lik e ­
wise be d if f ic u lt  to find . The a r­
my generals and the navy ad­
m ira ls  have done th e ir  w o rk  we ll. 
Through the years the Leg ion­
naires have been fed a heavy d ie t 
o f red -ba iting , super-pa trio tism , 
b ig -a rm y  and b ig -navy  propa­
ganda, and the m ost am azing ly  
crass p o lit ic a l statem ents.

The Legion, in  its  o ff ic ia l m an­
ual on “ c itizensh ip ”  defines 
“ democracy”  as fo llow s :

“ Democracy: A  governm ent o f 
the masses. A u th o r ity  derived 
th rough  mass m eeting  o r any 
o ther fo rm  o f ‘d irec t’ expression. 
Results in  mobocracy. A ttitu d e  
tow ard  la w  is th a t the w i l l  o f the 
m a jo r ity  sha ll regulate, w hether 
i t  be based upon de libera tion  or 
governed by passion, pre judice, 
and im pulse, w ith o u t re s tra in t or 
regard to  consequences. Results 
in demagogism, license, ag ita tion , 
discontent, anarchy.”

SEEDS OF FA S C IS M
Such an in te rp re ta tio n  o f dem­

ocracy can stem on ly fro m  those 
who are fasc is ts  o r fasc is t-m in d ­
ed. I t  po in ts  the p o lit ic a l d irec­
tion  in  wh ich the Legion w i l l  
trave l. A nd  the re ’s o ther evidence.

N o t so ve ry  m any years ago, 
N a tion a l Commander A lv in  Ows­
ley gave the fo llo w in g  in te rv ie w  
to the representa tive  o f a news­
paper syndicate, as quoted by 
D u ffie ld :

“ I f  ever needed (said O wsley), 
the A m erican Legion stands 
ready to pro tect ou r c o u n try ’s in ­
s titu tio n s  and ideals as the Fas- 
c is ti dealt w ith  the destruction- 
is ts  who menaced I ta ly ! ”

“ B y  ta k in g  over the govern­
m en t? ”  ho was asked.

“ E xa c tly  th a t,”  he replied. 
“ The Am erican Legion is f ig h t in g  
every elem ent th a t threatens our 
dem ocratic governm ent— Soviets, 
anarchists, I.W .W ., revo lu tiona ry  
Socialists and every o the r ‘Red’ 
. . .Do no t fo rg e t th a t the Fas- 
c is ti are to  I ta ly  w h a t the A m e r­
ican Legion is to  be the U. S.”

A f te r  tw e n ty -tw o  years th a t is 
the on ly  perspective the present 
o ffice r caste can present to the 
men Am erican im peria lism  d ra ft ­
ed fo r  the la s t w a r: the  ro le  o f 
fasc is t hoodlums sm ashing the 
heads o f m il ita n t workingm en.

The lesson o f w h a t dom ination 
by a reac tiona ry  o ffice r caste 
means to men d ra fte d  in to  the 
a rm y  now becomes clear, and 
m ust be heeded. The workers, 
to p reven t the th re a t o f a new 
an ti- la bo r super-Legion a f te r  th is  
war, m ust f ig h t  fo r  w o rke rs ’ 
democracy in  the armed forces, 
fox trade  un ion con tro l o f m il i­
ta ry  tra in in g , fo r  the r ig h t  o f the 
common so ld ier to  elect the o f ­
ficers under whose orders he is 
to f ig h t  and r is k  his life .

Chicago Mass Meeting
To Greet the Defendants in the Minnesota "Seditious Conspiracy”  Indictment

Speakers:
JAMES P. CANNON, Nat'l Sec’y, SWP 
ALBERT GOLDMAN, Labor Attorney 
FARRELL DOBBS, Labor Secretary, SWP 
FELIX  MORROW, Editor of the M ilitan t 
GRACE CARLSON, Minnesota State Organizer, SWP

F rid a y , O c tobe r 1 0 th  - E ig h t P. M .
EM BASSY H A L L , M O R R IS O N  H O T E L  

C la rk  and M ad ison  Streets 
A d m i s s i o n  —  2 5 c

Auspices: Socialist Workers Party, Chicago

In Solidarity with the Indicted Socialist Workers Party Leaders

Banquet & Dance
Sumptuous Steak Dinner - Singing - Waltzes -  Swing and Folk Dancing 

at on
Sunday, O ct. 12 - 7 P. M . 

Auspices: Socialist Workers Party, 
420 N. DEARBORN ST. Chicago

Reservations: §1.50 in advance 160 N. WELLS ST. - DEa. 7562

Are Capitalist 
Bosses Necessary?

By W IL L IA M  F. W A R D S

C ap ita lis ts  Have N o  U se fu l F u n c tio n
P aras itic  ru lin g  classes have always spread the idea 

th a t they are indispensable. The moxe useless they 
become, the more in s is te n tly  they t r y  to im press th is  
illu s ion  upon w o rke rs ’ m inds. Between beatings, 
slaveholders have always preached to th e ir  slaves: 
“ How lucky  you are to  have us on you r backs to d i­
re c t you. You couldn’t  ge t along w ith o u t us.”

In  re a lity , the slaveholders live  on the to il and 
produce o f th e ir  slaves and couldn’t  ex is t w ith o u t 
them. B u t to  keep the slaves in  submission and up ­
hold th e ir  system o f exp lo ita tion , the slavem asters 
are forced to  tw is t  the rea l s tate o f a ffa irs  in to  its  
opposite.

So the modern slaveholders, the cap ita lis ts , contend, 
in order to ju s t i fy  th e ir  existence, th a t they alone 
are com petent to  ru le  the sta to and con tro l in dus try . 
T h e ir spokesmen m a in ta in  th a t w orkers are slaves 
by nature and the re fo re  cannot be pe rm itted  to as­
sume com m anding positions in p o lit ic a l and economic 
life  o r in  m il ita ry  m atters , w ith o u t o v e rtu rn in g  the 
foundations o f c iv iliza tion .

As a m a tte r o f fac t, the opposite is true . The 
c a p ita lis t class possesses its  present power, p ro pe rty  
r ig h ts , and p riv ileges as a re su lt o f long ou tgrow n 
h is to rica l conditions. T h is  class o f parasites no long ­
er pe rfo rm s any essentia l functions in modern society, 
any more than  the appendix pe rfo rm s any usefu l 
fun c tion  in the human body. Today the decayed cap i­
ta lis t class, like  a diseased appendix, im perils  the 
ve ry  l i fe  o f hum an ity . T h is  source o f in fec tion  m ust 
be removed before society can rega in  its  health  —  
and on ly the revo lu tiona ry  w o rk in g  class can pe rfo rm  
th a t su rg ica l operation.

The l i fe  o f society does no t depend today upon the 
c a p ita lis t exp lo ite rs b u t upon the w o rk in g  mass they 
oppress and exp lo it. I f  these w orkers p u t down th e ir  
tools, then production stops. B u t i f  every stockhold­
er in  General M otors were to die o r be dispossessed 
tom orrow , the w o rkers  in the p lan ts  w ould continue 
to tu rn  out. autom obiles. M oreover, i f  the r ic h  mono­
po lis ts  were w iped ou t by the soc ia lis t revo lu tion , the 
w orkers could then produce autos fox themselves and 
everyone to  use, instead o f tanks and machine guns 
w ith  w h ich to  s laugh te r each o ther fo r  im p e ria lis t 
p ro fits .

The w o rke r who now operates a la the can d irec t 
a machine shop tom orrow  and an en tire  in d u s try  the 
d a /  a fte r. Th is has been done under cap ita lism  by 
a few  in d iv id u a l w o rkers  who ascend h ighe r in  the 
social ranks, break aw ay fro m  th e ir  o r ig in a l class, 
and, like  C h rys le r and Knudsen, become b ig  bosses 
themselves. W ha t is done by isolated ind iv idua ls  un­
der cap ita lism  can and w i l l  be done co llec tive ly  by 
the mass o f organized w orkers  under socialism , who 
w il l  own, organize and operate in d u s try  by means 
o f dem ocratic councils. They w i l l  then produce no t 
fo r  the enrichm ent o f a few  bu t fo r  the en joym ent 
o f a ll.

Bosses T ry  to  B e lit t le  W o rk in g  Class
The c a p ita lis t ru le rs  t r y  in every w ay to  keep the 

w orkers  down and to  lessen th e ir  self-confidence. They 
w a n t to p reven t the w orkers  fro m  understand ing th e ir  
own organized power and fro m  developing th e ir  capa­
c ities  as a class destined to  ru le  and reorganize the 
w orld . M any years ago w o rkers  were to ld  they 
couldn’t  bu ild  th e ir  own trade unions and adm in is te r 
them . Nevertheless the w orkers w ent ahead and cre­
ated pow erfu l, s tream lined unions lik e  the U n ited  
A u to  W orkers  and others.

Now  th a t the trade-un ion m ovem ent has fo u g h t 
its  w ay to  recogn ition  and in fluence, the ca p ita lis t 
spokesmen s h if t  th e ir  ground to  hold back the w o rk ­
ers fro m  fu r th e r  advances. They t r y  to  discourage 
the w orkers  fro m  fo rm in g  th e ir  own independent po­
li t ic a l o rgan iza tions in the shape o f a Labor P a rty  
based upon the trade unions. A nd i f  the w orkers o f 
th is  cou n try  succeed in  s tr ik in g  ou t on th e ir  own in 
the p o lit ic a l fie ld , the agents o f the bosses w i l l  then 
s tr iv e  to dissuade them  fro m  ta k in g  power.

The w orkers  can learn how to  answer these reac­
tio n a ry  argum ents fro m  the h is to ry  o f the cap ita lis ts  
themselves. The feuda l monarchs and nobles once 
regarded the r is in g  bourgeoisie as contem ptuously as 
th a t boss class now trea ts  the w orkers. The a ris to ­
crats asserted th a t the d ivine, he re d ita ry  r ig h t  o f 
m anag ing sta te  a ffa irs  and decid ing g re a t economic 
questions belonged to them  alone. The m erchants and 
m anufactu re rs  were supposed to  be f i t  fo r  no th in g  
b u t storekeeping and s e rv ility . T h a t did n o t p reven t 
the revo lu tiona ry  representatives o f cap ita lism  fro m  
dem anding and w in n in g  supreme economic and p o lit ic ­
a l power.

The Southern slaveholders who dom inated the U n i­
ted States before the C iv il W a r tho ugh t and ta u g h t 
th a t the N o rthe rn  in d u s tria lis ts  and financiers should 
bow before them . These ve ry  cap ita lis ts  crushed the 
slaveholders d u rin g  the C iv il W ar and conquered the 
power they have exercised since.

O n ly  the  W o rke rs  Can R u n  S ocie ty
The w orkers o f the U n ited  States can also learn 

fro m  the h is to ry  o f th e ir  own class. In  1917 the Rus­
sian w o rkers  dem onstrated th a t the w o rkers  can take 
power, end war, and defend th e ir  coun try  aga ins t in ­
te rn a l enemies. In  the succeeding years, despite enor­
mous d iff ic u lt ie s  and despite th e ir  setbacks and s u f­
fe rin g s  under the S ta lin is t bureaucratic  reg im e, they 
managed to  l i f t  th e ir  economy to  new he ights and to 
prov ide s trong  defenses fo r  th e ir  state. W h a t the 
Soviet w orkers o f the USSR have accomplished under 
in c red ib ly  hard conditions, the w orkers  o f the U n i­
ted States can c e rta in ly  do under fa r  m ore favo rab le  
circumstances.

Today, I t  is no longer debatable w hethe r o r no t 
the w orkers should take power and ru n  society. They 
m ust do so. F o r the second tim e  w ith in  a generation 
the im p e ria lis ts  are run n ing  amok. I f  arsonists were 
ru n n in g  w ild  in  a com m unity , th rea ten ing  to reduce 
eve ry th in g  to ashes, people w ould be ob liged and ju s ­
t if ie d  to  ge t r id  o f them. So the im p e ria lis t maniacs 
who are spread ing the  fires o f w a r m us t be dis­
armed and dispossessed by  the w o rkers  i f  c iv iliz a tio n  
is to be saved.

L e t the organized w orkers  take power and they  
w i l l  lea rn  the a r t  o f govern ing and technique o f econ­
omic ad m in is tra tio n  no less easily  then the cap ita lis ts . 
A nd  they  w i l l  make social advances th a t cap ita lism  
never dreams o f!


