
TROTSKY SHOWED 
ROAD TO VICTORY 
FOR SOVIET UNION

------------------------A n E d ito r ia l------ -------------------

For seventeen years the voice o f Leon Trotsky  
spoke out against the false policies o f Stalin which 
have now brought the Soviet Union to the b rin k  o f 
catastrophe. Now, when it becomes plain to every­
one that the greatest weakness o f the Soviet Union  
is the lack of leadership against the Nazi war m a­
chine, many w ill fo r the first tim e realize the fu ll  
horror o f the crim e which Stalin com m itted when 
he destroyed the greatest brain o f the Soviet people.

The brain which Stalin's pickaxe destroyed had long ago 
foreseen that H itler would invade the Soviet Union.

Nearly two years before H itler came to power Trotsky 
warned: 'Once H itler comes to power, and proceeds to crush 
the vanguard of the German workers, the Fascist government 
alone w ill be the only government capable of waging war against 
the USSR. . . In case of victory in Germany H itler w ill become 
the Super-Wrangel of the world bourgeoisie.”  (Trotsky’s "Ger­
many, The Key to the International Situation,”  1931.)

And Trotsky proposed, a year before H itler took power, 
that the Soviet Union should not give H itler the chance to 
build a war machine, but should mobilize the Red Arm y against 
H itler i f  he seized Germany. Trotsky wrote:

“ In  my opin ion th is  is how the Soviet Governm ent ough t to  
act in case o f a fasc is t coup in  G erm any. Upon rece iv ing  the te le ­
g raph ic com m unication o f th is  event I  would, in  th e ir  place, sign 
an order fo r  the m ob iliza tion  o f arm y reserves. W hen you have 
a m orta l enemy before you, and when w a r flow s w ith  necessity from  
the log ic o f the ob jective -s itua tion , i t  would be unpardonable lig h t-  
mindedness to g ive tha t enemy tim e  to  establish and fo r t i f y  h im ­
self, conclude the necessary alliances, receive the  necessary help, 
w o rk  out a plan o f concentric m ilita ry  actions and thus grow  up 
to  the dimensions o f a colossal danger.”  ( ‘L ib e r ty ’, Ju ly  16, 1932.)

A year later Trotsky sounded the alarm again: "Have the 
Stalinists perhaps assimilated the pacifist wisdom of the ‘pure­
ly defensive’ war being the only permissible one? ‘Let H itler 
attack us first, then we w ill defend ourselves.’ This was always 
the reasoning of the German social-democracy. . . He who leaves 
to the enemy the complete liberty of initiative, such a man is a 
traitor, even if the motives for his treason are not to render 
service to imperialism, but consist of petty bourgeois weakness 
and political blindness.”  ( The M ilitan t, A pril 8, 1933.) That 
traitor was Stalin.

After Stalin concluded the Stalin-Hitler pact and boasted 
that it assured the security of the Soviet Union, Trotsky warned’

“ In  spite o f the K re m lin ’s te r r ito r ia l seizures, the in te rn a tio n ­
al position o f the USSR is worsened in  the extrem e. The Polish b u f­
fe r  disappeared. The Rum anian b u ffe r w i l l  disappear tom orrow . 
M ig h ty  Germ any, m aster o f Europe, acquires a common fro n t ie r  
w ith  the USSR. Scandinavia is occupied by th is  same Germ any. 
H e r v ic tories  in  the west are on ly preparations fo r  a g igan tie  move 
tow ard the east.”  ( “ The K re m lin ’s Role in  the W ar,”  June 17, 1940.)

The Cain in the Kremlin answered these warnings by mur­
dering Trotsky as he had already murdered the rest of the gener­
ation which made the October revolution, the supreme leader­
ship of the Red Army and of Soviet industry.

But Stalin’s pickaxe could not k ill the product o f Trotsky’s 
lifelong work —  the program of Trotskyism, which lives on in 
the Fourth International. Even in this dark hour, when the 
most densely populated areas and the most concentrated agri­
cultural and industrial regions of the Soviet Union have been 
overrun by the Nazi war machine, the Trotskyist program could 
still bring victory for the Soviet Union. That program demands 
the following immediate steps:

1. Release all pro-Soviet political prisoners and 
restore them  to their rig h tfu l place in industry and 
the Red A rm y. Revive the democratically-elected So­
viets. Legalize all pro-Soviet political parties.

In Stalin's dungeons are tens of thousands of loyal revolu­
tionists —  men who proved their worth in' the C iv il War of 
1918-1920 and in the building of industry and the Red Army. 
The release of this great army of pro-Soviet political prisoners, 
would go far to make up the lack of leadership from which the 
Red Army and Soviet industry is suffering.

The Soviets, constituted by representatives democratically 
elected directly from the factories and villages, were the organ­
izations which mobilized the masses to win the C iv il War of 
1918-1920. W ithout the Soviets, as Lenin often said, victory 
would have been impossible. But these Soviets no longer exist; 
Stalin destroyed them.

These Soviets must be revived and all pro-Soviet political 
parties must be given legal status and complete freedom.

Restoring all pro-Soviet political prisoners to their right­
ful place 'in industry and the< Red Army, and providing the 
Soviets as the organs of leadership.| These measures would be 
worth infinitely more to the Soviet Union than all the "a id” that 
could possibly be rendered by the "democratic”  imperialists.

2 . For revolutionary un ity  w ith the German  
w orking class. For the Socialist United Slates o f 
Europe.

In order to strike H itler a mortal blow, the Soviet govern­
ment must directly issue a revolutionary appeal to the workers 
of Germany, calling upon them to join hands with the Soviet 
workers to create the Socialist United States of Europe.

H itler is now drawing his greatest strength from the Ger­
man workers' fear of the yoke of a foreign invader. The German 
workers know that the British and American imperialists in­
tend to impose a second and worse Versailles "peace” treaty. 
The Soviet Union can undermine H itler by pledging to the 
German workers that the-downfall of H itler w ill not mean a 
second worse Versailles but w ill result in a Socialist United 
States of Europe. Once the German masses are convinced that 
the disintegration of the German armies w ill not be followed 
by the dismemberment of Germany, they w ill join hands with 
the Soviet workers and soldiers against the common enemy — 
fascist and "democratic” capitalism.

This is the road of victory for the Soviet Union. This is 
the Trotskyist road. It is the only road for the salvation of 
the Soviet Union. The other road, the road of Stalin, has led 
the Soviet Union to the brink of catastrophe.

How Stalin's Purge 
Beheaded Red Army

By LEON TROTSKY
-  SEE PAGE 3 -
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CATASTROPHE FACES USSR 
AS RESULT OF STALIN’S RULE
Stalin's Purges Beheaded Red Army

By N A T A L IA  S ED O V T R O T S K Y
1 he German army keeps advancing deeper and deeper 

into the Soviet Union. The fascists have seized Kiev, they 
are marching on Kharkov, Rostov, the Donetz Basin. They 
are in a position to occupy Crimea. They can occupy Lenin­
grad. The heroic Red Army is not attaining its goal despite 
its high morale, despite its frightfu l sacrifices, despite the 
millions of fighters who perish. The sacrifices so far have 
been in va in ! Under such conditions, the morale of the Red 
Army w ill begin to decline.

It is absolutely self-evident that the causes for the lack 
of successes of the Red Army lie in the lack of leadership. 
The Red Arm y has been beheaded by the greatest criminal 
in history. Stalin bears the guilt for all the ills suffered by 
the Soviet Union.

It is necessary to undertake a resolute campaign against 
the criminals responsible for the defeats.

Irrefutable facts are now confirming with invincible force 
the diagnosis made by Leon Trotsky on the basis of an all- 
sided analysis of the general political and economic condi­
tion h in the USSR.

It is necessary by means of the merciless blows of facts 
to lay bare unceasingly, with all our energy, the causes for 
the defeats of the Red Army. I he time has come to remind 
all workers daily, hourly, of the crimes of the Kremlin regime 
and its chieftain. They must be reminded of the doom of 
such fighters and m ilita ry  activities as Muralov, Mrachkov- 
sky, Ivan Nikitich, Smirnov, Smilga, Pyatakov and other 
heroes of the revolutionary civil war of 1918-1920 who fell 
victims of the "verdict”  of the infamous Moscow trials. It 
is necessary to sound the alarm concerning the consequences

of Stalin's murder of the revolutionary m ilitary leaders, Tuk- 
hachevsky, Yegorov, Uborevich and the others.

The brazen and untalented Lozovsky now speaks in 
humble tones and together with the Menshevik Maisky begs 
at Churchill’s feet for assistance. Stalin pleads for arms from 
the "democracies.”  He dares not summon the world proleta­
riat. Payment is now being exacted from Stalin for his bes­
tial crimes, his narrow mind, his rudeness, his boorish vain­
gloriousness, and his moral monstrousness.

The Red Army is being bled white by the struggle against 
the fascists which is being conducted without revolutionary 
leadership and without strategists. The successes of the fas­
cists w ill begin at a certain stage-to be considered by the 
Red Army as due to its own impotence. The moral up lift 
of the army together with that of the population w ill begin 
to decline; and this, in its turn, can lead Stalin to capitulate 
to Hitler. It is necessary to sound all alarms to warn of the 
catastrophe that threatens.

Drawing the lessons from its own bloody experience the 
Red Army must become convinced, must draw the conclu­
sion, that its impotence lies in the absence of leadership and 
in Stalin's rotten regime.

What is the truth about guerrilla warfare? Stalin has 
come back to it, he has returned to the guerrillaism against 
which Lenin and Trotsky fought so relentlessly during the 
civil war in the revolutionary Soviet Union. Stalin needs 
guerrillaism as a facade, as something to show, something to 
fool the people with. By guerrillaism he tries to cover up 
the absence of strategists, the absence of a genuine revolu­
tionary and planned leadership of the war; he distracts'pub­
lic opinion by means of the heroes of guerrilla warfare. But 
in a correctly conducted war there is no need at all of guer­

rillas; they can only be a hindrance and incur disproportion­
ate sacrifices. Who benefits by this?

The morale of the army is of decisive significance in war, 
but it is self-evident that there must in addition exist such 
indispensable prerequisites as the general knowledge of how 
to conduct a particular war, leaders trained in the m ilita ry 
arts, a unified strategic plan. But all this is lacking in the 
Stalinist apparatus. The best revolutionary commanders were 
murdered by Stalin before the outbreak of the war. Under 
such conditions the sacrifices of the Red Army are being made 
in vain!

How far removed from the threatening tragedy in 'the  
USSR are the things that are now being written about the 
Soviet-German conflict! A ll these descriptions of heroic guer­
rilla  fighters who refuse to drop their silenced weapons serve 
only to obscure the tru ly  tragic position of the Red Army. 
These descriptions really reveal sacrifices which are devouring 
precious human material. They reveal the lack of a unified 
and correct organization. There is no one to harness the 
heroic elemental force of the Red Army, its great power, its 
readiness to defend the land of the Soviets. There is no one 
to harness and direct all this into the channels of a unified 
strategic plan. The richest material equipment of the bour­
geois ’ democratic” imperialists of England and the United 
States cannot make up for this glaring gap in the conduct of 
the Soviet Union's war.

The questions I raise arc questions of the greatest im­
portance. Everything must be concentrated on them, every­
thing else must be subordinated to them. For the fate of 
the Soviet- Union is now being decided.
Goyoacan, D. F.
September 25, 1941.

He Does Not Desire The 
Victory O f Soviet Union

By F E L IX  M ORROW

Winston Churchill made a 
very optimistic speech to the 
I louse of Commons on Tues­
day, reporting that the balance 
of battle is definitely swinging 
in favor of Britain. In line with 
this optimism, he indicated 
himself satisfied with the show­
ing made by the Red Army.

W hy th is  complacency o f the 
“ dem ocratic a l ly ”  in  the face o f 
the te rr ib le  defeats sustained by 
the Red A rm y ?  An a ttitu d e  s im ­
ila r  to th a t o f C h urch ill pervades 
the Am erican bourgeois (and S ta­
lin is t )  press. Is th is  m ere ly p ro­
paganda to p u t the best face on 
a bad s itua tion?

No, i t  is no t m ere ly  propagan­
da. The rea l po in t is th a t the 
standard o f the ru le rs  o f the 
“ democracies”  fo r  a “ good”  show­
ing  by the Red A rm y  is an en tire ­
ly  d iffe re n t standard than th a t 
o f the pro -S ov ie t w orkers.

A ll th a t the “ democracies”  de­
sire o f the Red A rm y  is th a t i t  
continue to  engage the N azi fo r ­
ces in com bat fo r  another yea r or 
so. T h a t m eanwhile tens o f m il­
lions o f Soviet w orkers and peas­
ants rem ain behind to become 
vassals o f H it le r ,  th a t the key 
in d u s tr ia l and a g r ic u ltu ra l areas 
o f the USSR fa l l  in to  H it le r ’s 
hands, th a t m illio ns  o f Red A rm y  
soldiers are destroyed o r fa l l  p ris ­
oners —  a ll th is  is no skin o f f  
the nose o f Roosevelt and Church­
il l.  On the con tra ry , the y  would 
p re fe r to  see the Soviet U n ion so 
weakened in  thus w a r th a t the 
w o rkers ’ s tate cannot recover.

The s trugg le  o f the Red 
A rm y  is desired by the “ dem­
ocracies”  m ere ly as a stop-gap 
to  provide more tim e  to  pre­
pare the A ng lo -A m erican  fo r ­
ces to  de feat H it le r .  I f  th a t 
stop-gap is purchased a t the 
cost o f the la y in g  waste o f the 
Soviet U n ion, the “ dem ocra­
cies”  are n o t a b it  troub led. 
What would alarm them would.

be a v ic torious Red A rm y, 
m arch ing on B erlin . 

S T A L IN IS T S  ACC EPT 
BO URG EO IS S T A N D A R D  
FOR RED  A R M Y  

B y th is  bourgeois standard,

Roosevelt and C h urch ill are sat­
is fied  w ith  the Red A rm y . And 
the S ta lin is ts  fa l l  in  -with th a t 
standard ! They boast about the 
successful “ s tra te g y ”  o f p reven t­
in g  the destruction  o f the Red 
A rm y  by the constant re trea ts  
which leave more and more o f the 
te r r ito ry  and popu la tion  o f the 
Soviet Un ion under the Nazi heel.

N o se lf-respecting  w orker 
can fo llow  the S ta lin is ts  in  ac-

cepting the standard of the 
bourgeois “ democracies”  fo r  the 
showing o f the Red A rm y . The 
w o rk ing  class standard m ust 
be the  Red A rm y ’s success in 
h u r lin g  back the Nazis. And by 
tha t standard, the p lig h t o f the 
Red A rm y  is te rr ib le  indeed.

O ur fe rven t hopes fo r  the v ic­
to ry  o f the Soviet Union m ust no t 
b lind us to the te rr ib le  rea litie s  
o f the present s itua tion . S ta lin

is now, as a lw ays, the organ izer 
o f defeats, and on ly o f defeats. 
IN F E R IO R IT Y  OF S T A L IN ’S 
G E N E R A L  A R M Y  S T A F F

The u tte r  incompetence o f the 
S ta lin is t leadership o f the w a r 
m ust be recognized and under­
stood.

W hy has the Red A rm y  lo s t one 
ba ttle  a fte r  another? W hy the 
continued re trea ts, abandoning i r ­
replaceable in d u s tr ia l and a g ri-

M ain  Tasks o f Soviet’ Press A re W h ip p ing  Up 
Spy Hysteria and G lo rifica tio n  o f S talin

It is almost a year since consecutive issues of Moscow news­
papers were last available here. Now Pravdas are once again 
beginning to arrive in this country.

The most striking thing about the wartime issues of Pravda 
is the dearth of information concerning the progress of the light­
ing at the front. There are many stories of individual exploits 
of officers. Occasionally a rank and file soldier or a guerrilla 
lighter is singled out for an act of daring and heroism. What­
ever information the Pravda does supply is of such a character 
as makes i t  impossible fo r  the'*--------------------------------------------------------
average Soviet c itizen to discov­
e r w h a t is ac tu a lly  occu rring  on 
the b a ttle fro n t.

I f  these w a rtim e  issues are any 
c r ite rio n , the  bu lk  o f the Soviet 
people f i r s t  learn o f the reverses 
o f the Red A rm y  on ly  a fte r  g re a t 
delay, th rou gh  rum ors and not 
through o ffic ia l com m unications. 
The Am erican pub lic  is unques­
tionab ly  fa r  be tte r acquainted 
w ith  the course o f events than 
anybody in  the Soviet U n ion w ith  
the sole exception o f the ru lin g  
clique in  the K re m lin . Judg ing 
by the o ffic ia l trea tm e n t o f the 
news in Ju ly , a f te r  th ree weeks 
o f ho s tilitie s , the K re m lin ’s p o li­
cy is one o f keeping the Soviet 
masses com ple te ly in the dark.

I t  requires l i t t le  im ag ina tion  
to rea lize w ha t a shock to  the 
Soviet popu lation w i l l  be the 
news o f such defeats as the loss 
o f the K r iv o y  Rog in d u s tr ia l 
and mining region, the destruc-

tion  o f the Dnieper dam and 
the Dnieper in d u s tr ia l d is tr ic t, 
the  rout o f Budenny’s arm ies 
on the U k ra in ia n  fro n t, the  loss 
o f K iev, the siege o f Odessa, 
the d ire c t th re a t to  Leningrad, 
the Nazi d rive  aga ins t the Do­
netz Basin and Crim ea.

It. is  ha rd ly  necessary to  ex­
plain the te rr ib le  danger la tent 
in S ta lin ’s a ll-o u t censorship.

F rom  the reports  in the big 
m etropo litan  press here concern­
ing  the upsurge o f Soviet p a tr io t­
ism, one would expect to fin d  
th is  re flected in  the Pravda. 
Those references to  mass m il i­
tancy and p a trio tis m  which do 
appear in its  pages consist o f r i ­
tu a lis tic  boasts wh ich, in some 
instances, were la te r exploded by 
the bureaucracy its e lf.  Thus, on 
J u ly  15, P ravda fea tu red a TASS 
dispatch fro m  the c ity  o f Engels 
in the Autonom ous Republic o f 
the Volga-G erm ans. The te x t  be­

gins as fo llow s ;
“ In  these days o f the w a r fo r  

the fa the rlan d  the to ile rs  o f the 
Volga-Germ an Republic th rob 
w ith  the same fee lings th a t ins- 
Dire the en tire  Soviet people. 
W orkers, collective fa rm ers  and 
in te llec tua ls  are m ob iliz in g  th e ir  
forces fo r  v ic to ry  over the H i t ­
le rite  gangs. . . Thousands o f to i l­
ers o f the (Vo lga-G erm an) Re­
public have gone to  the f ro n t 
arm s in hand to  f ig h t aga inst the 
mad German Fascism .”

A  few  weeks la te r, tow ard 
the end o f A ugust, the K re m lin  
issued its  ukase “ to  rese ttle  
the en tire  German popu lation 
o f the V o lga regions to  other 
d is tr ic ts ”  (N . Y . TLMES, Sept. 
8). A few days la te r the K re m ­
lin  announced the d isso lu tion 
o f the Autonom ous Vo lga-G er­
man Republic.
T h is  persecution o f the Volga- 

Germans is closely bound up w ith  
one o f S ta lin ’s m a jo r cu rre n t 
campaigns, nam ely, his drive 
against “ spies and d ivers ion js ts .” 
Since the outbreak o f the w a r one 
o f Pravda's cen tra l tasks has 
been to w h ip  up a spy m ania. 
“ A L L  SPIES A N D  D IV E R S IO N - 
ISTS M U S T  B E  D E S T R O Y E D ”  
is the heading o f Pravda's edi­
to r ia l fo r  J u ly  13. To g ive  a 
semblance o f ve res im ilitude  to 
th is  w itch -h u n t aga inst “ suspi­
cious elem ents,”  “ panic m ong­
ers,”  etc., the  columns o f the

Moscow press are f il le d  w ith  
stories o f m ysterious men and 
women suddenly exposed as H i t ­
le r ’s agents. A ccord ing  to  the 
J u ly  13 issue o f Pravda, the Nazis 
send thousands o f th e ir  agents, 
by parachute and otherw ise, fa r  
behind the f ro n t  lines; and th e ir  
disguise is so fie n d is h ly  clever 
„ha t it. is hard to  te ll them ap a rt 
from  the rest o f the popu la tion ! 
The K re m lin  requires th is  spy 
hu n t above a ll to  suppress a ll 
d issident elements among the So­
viet masses. U nder the fa m il ia r  
cover o f e x tirp a tin g  "spies and 
d ive rs ion is ts ,”  the GPU is con­
ducting  a w a rtim e  bloodpurge.

L e t us reca ll th a t w h ile  S ta ­
lin  was busy in  Moscow try in g  
to  rev ive  the hue and cry  
aga inst “ F if th  Co lum nists,”  his 
flunkeys in th is  coun try  boast­
ed in the D a ily  W orke r th a t 
the " F if th  Colum n”  had long 
been destroyed in  the Soviet 
Union. In  th is  way they tr ie d  
to  ju s t i fy  the in fam ous M os­
cow fram eups and the m on­
strous blood purges which be­
headed the Red A rm y . The 
l ia r  in  the K re m lin  is  re fu tin g  
the lies o f his own h ire lings  
abroad.
In  J u ly  the  Moscow press con­

ducted another vas t cam paign. 
T h is  one revolved around t ile  "a p ­
po in tm ent”  o f S ta lin  to  the post 
o f Com m issar fo r  Defence. To 

(Continued on Page 4)

c u ltu ra l areas ? There is only 
one fa c to r w h ich can exp la in  
these te rr ib le  events —  the bank­
rup tcy  o f the S tab ilized general 
s ta f f  o f the Red A rm y , a ir  f le e t 
and navy.

Soviet defeats a fte r  a long w a r 
could be expla ined by the indus­
t r ia l su p e rio r ity  o f the N azi w a r 
machine, w h ich is able to replace 
m aterie l much fa s te r than Soviet 
in d u s try  can. B u t the pow erfu l 
in d u s tr ia l machine o f H it le r  is 
no t the exp lanation  fo r  the de­
feats incurred  by the ■ Soviet 
Union du rin g  the  f i r s t  th ree  
m onths o f w ar. The Soviet Union 
has been p re pa ring  w a r m ate rie l 
fo r  decades. W hen the N azi-S o­
v ie t w a r began, the Soviet Union 
m ust have had as m any o r nearly  
as m any planes, tanks, etc. as the 
Nazis, and the Red A rm y  was 
ce rta in ly  nu m erica lly  superio r to 
the German forces. Soviet m o­
ra le , a ll observers agree, was ex­
tra o rd in a ry  h igh.

There rem ains, then, on ly one' 
o ther fa c to r in  which the Soviet 
U n ion was so com ple te ly in fe ­
r io r  th a t i t  can exp la in  the de­
feats o f the f i r s t  three months 
—  the in fe r io r ity  o f the general 
s ta f f  and the o ffice rs ’ corps.
The S ta lin is ts  have brazenly a t ­

tem pted to c la im  th a t the execu­
tion o f the lead ing generals in 
1937 and the subsequent mass 
purges o f the o ffice rs ’ corps —  
no t less than 40,000 were execu­
ted o r im prisoned o r driven fro m  
th e ir  posts —  served to  im prove 
the fu n c tio n in g  o f the Red A rm y . 
This gh as tly  a rgum ent can now 
on ly  m eet w ith  contem pt fro m  
any serious w orker. In  s tr ip p in g  
the Soviet arm ed forces o f th e ir  
leadership, S ta lin  did more fo r  
H it le r  than H it le r  could have done 
fo r  h im se lf.

A  fu r th e r  p roo f o f the in fe r i­
o r ity  o f the  Soviet, general s ta f f  
is provided by the figures on 
com para tive casualties o f the 
contending arm ies.

I t  has always been an axiom  o f 
m il ita ry  science th a t the a tta ck ­
in g  force loses, in k illed , wound­
ed and prisoners, much la rg e r 
numbers than the defending force 

(Continued on page 3)

Churchill ‘Satisfied'  With Red Army Showing

Soviet Masses A re Kept In 
The Dark Regarding Defeats



Judge Denies Motions 
Made for 29 Defendants
Argues That1 Smith A n ti-Labo r A c t Is 
Justified  Because o f H it le rs  V ictories

M INNEAPOLIS. Minn.. Sept. 21 — Federal Judge Mat­
thew M. Joyce today denied lour motions made by the Socialist 
Workers Party and Local 5 4 4 -0 0  defense attorneys for the 
29 men and women, indicted for “ seditious conspiracy/' who 
go on tria l here on Oct. 20.

The motions presented lo the judge were for:
1. A b ill o f particulars on the charges against the de­

fendants.
2. Severance, or that each defendant be tried separately

because the large number of defendants and the mass of evi­
dence would prevent a fa ir  t r ia l
i f  a ll were tr ie d  jo in t ly .

3. E lection by the governm ent 
on w h ich  o f the tw o counts in the 
in d ic tm e n t (seditious conspiracy 
and advocacy o f the overth row  
of the governm ent by force and 
violence) the defendants are to 
be tried .

4. S tudy o f the argum ent as to 
w hether p r io r  ov subsequent to 
enactm ent o f the an ti-sed ition  
S m ith  A c t o f 1940 there  was ever 
any “ c lear and present danger”  
o f the evils intended to be p re ­
vented by the s ta tu te .

M otions fo r  the sixteen de­
fendants who are leaders and 
members o f M o to r T ransp o rt and 
A llie d  W orkers  U n ion, Local 544- 
CIO, were file d  by G ilb e rt E.
Carlson and David Shama. M o­
tions fo r  the o ther th irtee n  de­
fendants, leaders and supporters 
o f the Socia list W orkers  P a rty , 
were f ile d  by th e ir  a ttorneys. A l­
be rt Goldman, A r th u r  LeSueur 
and M ‘. J. M yer. O ra l argum ents

States D is tr ic t  A tto rne y , m a in ­
ta ined th a t “ Evidence against one 
is evidence aga inst a ll inasmuch 
as a ll took p a r t in  the conspiracy. 
This is the basis fo r  inc lud ing  a ll 
o f the defendants in  one t r ia l . ”

The o ther tw o m otions were 
subm itted  w ith  re la tiv e ly  l i t t le  
argum ent.

JU D G E ’S D E C IS IO N

Im m ed ia te ly  a t the conclusion 
o f the argum ents by the a t to r ­
neys. and w ith o u t leaving the 
bench, Judge Joyce picked up a 
prepared statem ent from  the pa­
pers before h im  and read his de­
cision denying a ll fo u r  m otions.

The m otion fo r  a h ill o f p a r t i­
cu lars he denied on the grounds 
th a t the governm ent need no t be 
required " to  discover its  case in 
advance o f the t r ia l . ”  Joyce fo l­
lowed SchWeinhaut in  a rg u ing  
th a t “ the g is t o f the crim e con­
sisted in the agreem ent to con­
spire and the re fo re  the need fo r  
p a r tic u la r ity  does no t ex is t to the

fo r  a ll 29.

B IL L  OF P A R T IC U L A R S  
A S K E D

Opening the a rgum ent fo r  the 
defense, Shama insisted th a t a 
b i l l  o f p a rticu la rs  should he f u r ­
nished the defendants inasmuch 
as the in d ic tm en t had consisted 
m ere ly  o f “ vague, unspecific  a l­
lega tions o f crim e, w ith  no facts 
c ited .”

H e n ry  A . Schwcinhaut, special 
ass is tant to the U n ited  States A t ­
torney-G enera l, argued the case 
fo r  the governm ent. “ When a 
conspiracy is the g is t o f the 
crim e, i t  is no t necessary fo r  the 
governm ent to allege w ith  g rea t 
p a r tic u la r ity  the deta ils  o f the 
crim e ,”  he declared. “ The sta tu te  
under w h ich the ind ic tm en t 
aga inst these defendants is drawn 
is general and the re fo re  on ly  a 
general charge is necessary. A  
b ill o f pa rticu la rs  would unneces­
s a rily  coniine the governm ent 
and l im it  its  tes tim ony,”  he s ta ­
ted fu rth e r.

Oh the m otion fo r  severance, 
defense a tto rn ey  Carlson argued 
th a t i t  would be im possible fo r  
the defendants to  receive a fa ir  
t r ia l  i f  they were a ll tr ie d  a t one 
tim e.

C ounte ring  fo r  the governm ent, 
V ic to r  E. Anderson. U n ited

were presented before the judge same ex tcn t as in o ther cascs.”  
by a tto rneys Carlson and Shama

In  denying the m otion fo r  sep­
a ra tion  o f the cases, Judge Joyce 
re fe rred  spe c ifica lly  to  the W P A  
tr ia ls  before h im  tw o  years ago. 
He said he had “ never heard th a t 
any defendant in the W P A  cases 
wasn’t  accorded a fa ir  t r ia l . ”  
There were 25 defendants in  one 
o f these tr ia ls .

The W P A  w orkers  who were 
convicted and served prison sen­
tences w i l l  read th is  decision of 
Judge Joyce w ith  b it te r  rem em ­
brances. T h e ir  in a b ility  to raise 
he necessary funds fo r  the ap­

peal was the basis fo r  the fa c t 
th a t Judge Joyce “ never heard 
th a t any defendant. . . wasn’t  
accorded a fa ir  t r ia l . ”

Judge Joyce held th a t the 
Sm ith  A c t p ro h ib it in g  advocacy 
o f the ove rth row  o f the govern­
m ent was com plem entary to the 
e a rlie r seditious conspiracy act 
and no t repe titious . Therefore, 
he denied the m otion asking tha t 
the governm ent elect on which
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count they w i l l  t r y  the defend­
ants.

JU D G E  GOES A B R O A D
On tho fina l m otion asking the 

cou rt to pass on the question of 
w hether there was any “ c lear and 
oresent danger”  o f the evils in ­
tended to be prevented by the 
sedition act, Judge Joyce held 
th a t “ no fa ir-m inded  person could 
deny the existence o f such danger 
when the act was passed in June. 
1940.”

The judge recited a l is t  o f H i t ­
le r ’s conquests in Europe since 
1938, as though th a t has any th ing  
to do w ith  the case. Congress 
passed the S m ith  A c t in  June, 
1940, when there  was a “ clear 
and present danger to  ou r demo­
cracy.”  said Joyce. Common sense 
and the ins tinc ts  o f se lf-p rese rva ­
tion and the preserva tion o f 
democracy suggest the lim ita t io n  
o f free speech and free press, he 
declared.

In  th is  connection the judge 
quoted ap p ro v in g ly  fro m  a re ­
cent a rtic le  by M ax Eastm an, to 
the e ffec t th a t democracy m ust 
pro tect its e lf  fro m  to ta lita r ia n  
ideas by re s tr ic t in g  freedom  o f 
speech, freedom  o f the press, etc. 
E a r lie r  in  the cou rt hearing  the 
defense a tto rneys had cited the 
case o f the U n ited  States vs. 
Eastm an, a free  speech case a ris ­
ing ou t o f W orld  W a r I, when 
Eastman was p u t on t r ia l  as one 
o f the ed itors o f a rad ica l p u b li­
cation.

T h is  was the la s t p re lim in a ry  
a rgum ent before the t r ia l  begins 
on October- 20.

in  m y long career as a labor 
leader.”

M ichael J. Q u ill, in te rna tiona l 
p resident o f the union, repeated 
the charge, w h ile  Joseph Curran, 
president o f the G reater New

15,000 Cannon-For-Mayor 
Signatures To Be Filed

As we go to press, the New York Local of the Socialist 
Workers Party announces that the drive to secure 15;000 peti­
tions to nut the name of- James P. Cannon; Trotskyist Anti-War 
Candidate for Mayor of New York, on the ballot has been suc­
cessfully concluded and that the petitions are to be filed on Mon­
day, October 7, with the New York City Board of Elections.

The militants of our party can be proud of their record of 
tireless street campaigning for signatures among the workers- 
of New York, which resulted in their obtaining twice the re­
quired number of signatures obtained! All the legal require­
ments have been carefully complied with. Now the party stands 
vigilantly ready to protect its right to be on the ballot.

One month is now left until the elections to be held on 
November 4. Friends and sympathizers who want to aid the 
work of the campaign should send all contributions to Robert 
II. Chester, Cannon Campaign Committee, 116 University Place, 
New York.

All New York workers arc urged to register at their re­
spective election districts this Monday, October 7, in order to 
he able to vote on November 4.

By HARRY FRANKEL
NEW YORK, Sept. 28: — The reactionary open-shop poli­

cies of Mayor LaGuardia and the New York Board of Trans­
portation were roundly condemned by the third biennial con­
vention of the Transport Workers Uriion here in New York 
this week. The 250 delegates present heat'd Allan S. Haywood, 
national director of the CIO, speaking on the opening day of 
the convention, Sept, 24, accuse the LaGuardia administration 
of “ the most-brazen- and outrageous attempts to break a labor
union th a t I  have ever w itnessed *~—----*:—:------------ -— -------------------------

Y o rk  In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council;
h inted a rep risa l aga inst the La 
Guardia a d m in is tra tion  in the 
m un ic ipa l elections th is  Novem ­
ber.

A  report? subm itted by  the in - i 
te m a tio n a l executive com m ittee 
and accepted by the convention 
stated th a t the c ity  had fa ile d  to 
dfeal w ith  the un ion in good fa ith . 
This was a reference to' the long 
s trugg le  o f  the 32,000 tra n s p o rt 
w orkers o f N ew  Y o rk  to  force 
the c ity  to recognize the union 
and ba rga in  w ith  i t  on wages, 
hours and w o rk in g  conditions o f 
the employees o f the recen tly  u n i­
fied lines.

The action o f the convention of 
the T ransp o rt W orkers  Union 
w ill undoubtedly help to p u t a 
c ritnp  in to  LaG uard ia ’s pose as 
the  “ labor candidate” ’ in the eom - 
ing  m a yo ra lty  election.

LaG uard ia has been endorsed 
fo r  re-election by both w ings o f 
the Am erican Labor P a rty  in 
New Y ork . B u t the endorsement 
o f a thousand1 labo r parties could 
never serve to cover up his b ru ­
ta l a ttack on the r ig h ts  and in ­
terests o f the w orkers on the 
city-ow ned tra n s it lines. Those 
w orkers  w i l l  con trast the tre a t­
m ent given them  w ith  the gentle 
and considerate hand ling  o f the

Write to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about?—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—apid the G-men and the local cops—  

and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn’t 
print and that story they buried or distorted■—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

I

F lin t  Reader Discusses 
M ilita n t  Slogan O n  
P r io r it ie s

ED ITO R :
The page on p rio r it ie s  in  the 

Sept. ¿0 issue of T H E  M IL IT A N T  
w i l l  ge t a rea l response fro m  
w orkers in F lin t  and o ther auto 
centers where the p r io r it ie s  prob­
lem is num ber one on the agenda.

The p rio r it ie s  question not only 
constitutes a pressing problem 
fo r hundreds o f thousands of 
workers today, but it  also opens 
up an issue on w h ich  to agitate 
in  a rea lis tic  way fo r a program 
of exp rop ria tion  and workers 
con tro l o f indus try .

B u t there is s t i l l  too much of 
a tendency in  T H E  M IL IT A N T  
to repeat th is  slogan autom atic 
a lly  and play it over and over like 
a phonograph record, at the end 
o f each story. Three o f the stories 
on th a t page close w ith  the repe­
t it io n  o f the slogan. One s to ry  
ends “ the so lu tion to  unem ploy­
m ent is contained in the single 
slogan, Expropria te , etc."

There is a varied reaction to th is  
k ind  of sloganeering. The union' 
man roads the story, finds i t  the 
truest he has ever read, and then, 
seeing the conclusion, decides 
tha t we’re a bunch of guys w ith  
our heads in  the clouds.

We m ust f irs t bridge the gap

between what the w orker now 
feels and understands-, and our 
program. In  th is  pa rticu la r pro­
blem we m ust f irs t in troduce to 
the workers the idea of th e ir  de­
m anding the r ig h t to set up a 
dual contro l' o f p lanning, which 
sounds both reasonable and a t­
tainable.

In  th is  sense the plan adopted 
by the F lin t  w o rkers  is o f u t ­
most im portance and should he 
w ide ly  discussed by a ll workers 
concerned w ith  the p r io r it ie s  que­
stion. The F lin t  plan was a step 
in  the r ig h t d irection. In  order 
to defend th e ir  members’ jobs, the 
unions had to deal w ith  the pro­
blem of asserting th e ir  r ig h t to 
set up m ach inery fo r un ion con­
tro l of planning, etc.

Not on ly t lie  F lin t  plan, but 
the fact that, the In te rn a tion a l 
(UAW -CIO) its e lf is engaged in 
negotiations on the location of 
new plants, who w i l l  be hired; 
etc., is  an ind ica tion  tha t the la­
bor movement in order to protect 
the elem entary r ig h t to work, 
m ust w ipe out the monopoly oT 
contro l now in  the hands of- the 
in du s tria lis ts ; The basic m istake 
o f the In te ru s tio in a l is tha t a ll 
its  attem pts are fu t ile  because 
such a fundam ental r ig h t must 
f irs t have behind i t  an aroused 
and figh ting  membership, w ith  
fu l l  pa rtic ip a tion  of a ll local 
unions in  the fight.

in terests o f the fo rm e r owners o f 
the c ity  subways. T h a t w i l l  be 
enough to  teach them  w h a t La 
G uardia re a lly  stands fo r.

W h ile  Q u ill and the o ther lead­
ers o f the U n ion stated c learly  
and e x p lic itly  the a ttitud e  o f the 
tra n s p o rt w orkers o f New Y ork  
tow ard  the LaG uard ia  adm in is­
tra tio n , they were not ne a rly  so 
c lear and e x p lic it when i t  came 
to  recom m ending a po litica l solu­
tion  to the convention.

I t  is to be remembered th a t 
these union heads have given the 
w e igh t o f th e ir  hacking and sup­
p o rt to the so-called le ft-w in g  o f 
the A m erican Labor P a rty  in 
New Y o rk  C ity . T h is  group has 
o ffic ia lly  endorsed the M ayor fo r  
re-election. A re  we to expect 
then th a t  Q u ill and the others 
w i l l  w ith d ra w  th e ir  support o f 
the lo f t  w in g  o f the A. L. P. ? 
T h a t would be the on ly path con­
s is ten t w ith  th e ir  condemnation 
o f  LaG uard ia ’s labo r policies, hut 
th e ir  record leads us to expect 
th a t they  w il l  no t take it .  To 
th ro w  a scare in to  a cap ita lis t 
po litic ian  around election tim e  fo r  
the purpose o f a few  concessions 
is one th in g ;  to  leave a ll hoss 
candidates behind and organize 
t r u ly  independent w o rk in g  class 
po litica l action is another.

The on ly  p a rty  which exposes 
the m achinations of the LaG uar­
dia a d m in is tra tion  w ith  its  open- 
shop transp o rta tio n  hoard and 
runs a w o rk in g  class candidate 
o f its  own fo r  m ayor in  the fa ll 
elections is the Socia list Worker.- 
P a rty . The candidate o f th a t 
p a rty  is James P. Cannon, the 
T ro ts k y is t A n t i-W a r candidate.

The F lin t  program  is being 
presented to the «o iporation (Ge­
neral Motors) in  the form  of de­
mands. The response w i l l  undoub­
ted ly  be that, on ly the corpora­
tion  has the r ig h t to decide where 
i t  w i l l  bu ild  plants, where it. 
w i l l  place its orders, how it  w il l 
produce them, w hat machines it 
w i l l  use fo r tha t purpose, etc. 
They w il l  rep ly  tha t they own 
the business ami they intend to 
run it.

The union, in  defending its  
r ig h t to w ork, w il l come face to 
face w ith  the basic problem im ­
m ediately. As th is  fight proceeds, 
our slogan w il l  take on more and 
more m eaning to the workers. I 
have in fo rm a tion  that GM is re­
fus ing to agree even to the pro­
gram of g ra n tin g  sen io rity  r ig h ts  
in  transfers to defense w ork, le t 
alone the other demands. Th is 
means they are out to prevent 
un ion iza tion  o f th e ir  new plants 
and to use tha t as a Wedge fo r 
fig h tin g  the union. You can ex­
pect a: b ig  figh t on this.

I  would be interested in  read­
ing  w hat workers in  other sect­
ions of the labor movement are 

-th in k in g  'and doing about th is  
problem.

J. A,
Flint-, M id i.

Even N o rth e rn  Negroes 

G et J im  C row ed  Pn'• Jobs

A-k one of those1 who participat­
ed in the Mkfich on Washington- 
movement' labt summer, I want to 
report ä typical case of Jim 
¡Cröwlsm- in industry to you.

A' Negfro trainee .out of the1 
ESsex County Boys Vocational 
School- who has finished an in­
tensive- 8 week training- course 
has been turned away from 
every employment office in New­
ark, Harrison, Ampere, the Orang­
es and Elizabeth, N. J"., where 
he has applied for work, in 
spite of the shortage of trained

men in  th is  area.
T h is man. named T u rne r Crum 

by, a tra ined are welder, was told 
at. t lie  T ite-F lex Metal Hose Co. 
in  Newark, fo r example, th a t there 
was no work fo r h im  at the 
same tim e that a number of w h ite  
men and women were being ad 
m itted  to the employment office.

Being a persistent job hunter 
by th is  tim e. Crum by went down 
the street and telephoned the 
company's employment agent, a 
Mrs. Breener, and was told to 
report a t the plant on Sept. IS 
and' take the usual test given to 
e lectrica l welders, since tlie  com­
pany was looking fo r such w o rk ­
ers.

When she saw h im  on tlie  ap­
pointed date, and realized that lie 
was a colored man. and that she 
had promised h im i a test, she ca ll­
ed on Carl Kael. President of 
the UAW , Local 260, to do the 
d ir ty  w ork  fo r her.

T h is  fe llow  to ld Crumby that 
he was so rry  about the. m is in fo r­
m ation given him , but tha t the 
company had never bad arc weld­
in g  in  it's, p lan t— which Crumby 
knew to be a lie because two 
workers front tha t same p lan t had 
been in his own tra in in g  course 
and they had been sent there by 
th is  company (o learn the work 

I  guess th is  is p a rtly  the way 
th a t a lo t of colored workers be­
come suspicious about uniotks: 
when they are given a raw  deal 
by un ion offic ia ls stooging fo r Jim  
Crow employers. B ut i t  so happens 
tha t Crumby is a union man h im ­
self and knows th a t the UAW  
does not approve o f such behav­
io r, and- so lie lias not perm itted 
bis disgust w ith  such behavior to 
b lind  h im  to the fact tha t i t  is 
the company that is responsible 

I ’d- lik e  to  know— and1 so would 
many others— was good is the exe­
cutive order tha t Roosevelt issued 
i f  i t  hasn’t got teeth to enforce 
it?

Sincerely,
JO HN McCORMACK.

Newark, N . . J.

SWOC WINS VICTORY AT 
SPARROWS POINT PLANT
Steel W orkers W in  Labor Board Election 
In S trategic Bethlehem Steel Stronghold

BALTIM O RE, Aid., Sept. 26. — Yesterday the National 
Labor Relations Board held an election here at the Sparrows 
Point plant of Bethlehem Steel. When the polls opened at 
a A. M., we who were working on the 12 to S shift, stepped 
back from our jobs and the incessant, deafening roar and clang 
of processing steel died out in the m ill as we made our way 
to the voting places.

This was a solemn business for most of us. We knew that 
if the “ independent" scab union won the elections, it would 
mean a return to (he old days: the militants would he hounded 
from  th e ir jobs, the “ brown noses“ *
and lavo rjles  of the foremen self-praise fo r our v ic to ry  over 
would come back in to  th e ir  own, Bethlehem, the men ta lked among 
and we would lie le ft defenseless | themeselves about the grievances 
against ruth less exp lo ita tion  by ■ they must now proceed to settle 
the company in  tlie  hard days to - j f i  t lie  m ills , about consolida ting 
cmne. They would attem pt to the union in te rn a lly  and select-
smash our union. the.SWOC. And 
these th ings we were determ ined 
not to let happen.

We were also determ ined to 
w in  by a . big m a jo rity , to back: 
up tlie  demands of our national 
representatives now negotiating 
w ith  Bethlehem and tlie  o ther 
L it t le  Steel companies in  New 
York. We want a contract w ith  
tlie  union shop, check-off system, 
wage scales equal to those of U. 
S. Steel, and established grievan­
ce m achinery, continuous 40 hour 
w o rk  week and e lim in a tio n  of a ll 
unnecessary week-end w ork.

So it went in a ll the m ills  on 
tlie  fo llo w in g  sh ifts  throughout 
tlie  day—large groups leaving: 
th e ir  jobs to go vote together as 
dem onstrations of union so lid a ri­
ty. During'-the- past several months 
we have learned a lo t about act­
in g  together. For m onths We have 
demonstrated a t: the gates before 
the m ills : we have shut down 
some of the m ills  and staged work 
stoppage in  sections of o ther; we 
have tr ie d  to teach some of the 
“ ra ts”  not to figh t the union.

A C LE A R  C U T V IC T O R Y
W hen they counted up the votes 

in the evening, it was a 2% to 
1 v ic to ry  fo r the Steel W orkers 
O rgan iz ing Committee. OUt' of 
18.225 e lig ib le  to vote; 15.742 cast 
ballots, and o f these 10.813 voted 
fo r the SWOC. Many of the fu tu re  
advances of the steel workers in 
th is  coun try  depends1 upon the 
organ iz ing  of Sparrows P oint as 
the big open-shop fortress in the 
feel in d u s try : We won th is  f ig h t  
in  the face of great open-shop, 
anti-un ion pressure from  the w a r­
m ongering governm ent and ihc 
local newspapers.

A t" our m eeting last n igh t we 
were too tired  to do much cele­
brating. I  was very much impress­
ed. however. w !t ’> the serious way 
‘ he union members are already 
looking (n the fu tu re  of our new­
ly  built, union.

Instead of jabbering  a lo t of

in g  a good leadership. And over 
m any a bar in the eastern sec­
tion  o f the c ity  tlie  men talked 
last n ig h t w ith  a n tic ip a ilio n  about 
going out to organize the rem a in­
der of Ba ltim ore 's  50,000 steel 
workers as the next step to m ak­
in g  th is  a un ion town.

IN T IM ID A T IO N  F A IL E D
We already have another fight 

on our hands. Today a B a ltim ore  
County Grand Ju ry  indicted 
13 of our leading m ilita n ts  on 
charges of " r io t in g "  based on an 
old E ng lish  law . On August 18 
the w orkers in  the pipe m il l had 
lost a ll patience w ith  a scab 
provocateur and shut down the 
m il l a fte r the company refused to 
com ply w ith  an u ltim a tu m  tha t 
t liis  ra t be fired ou trigh t.

The picket line  which formed 
th a t n igh t shut down the pipe, 
w ire  and rod m ills , but was com­
pelled to figh t o ff  company police 
who harassed the union men from  
the company property  and state 
police who clubbed tfiem  from  the 
highway. As wc were fin ish in g  
up tlie  p icketing  at m idn igh t, the 
police swooped down on out-stand­
ing picket's and organizers and 
hustled them o ff to the county 
ja il,  ho ld ing  them on $2.500 bail 
each.

Bethlehem Steel dominates the 
county governm ent and had 
hopes that th is  action would h in ­
der the o rgan iza tion  drive. The 
union answered w ith  increased ac­
t iv i t y  and several w ork stoppages 
in protest. The company m iscal­
culated! fo r instead of fr ig h te n ­
in g  the men. it  angered them, and 
the election was already won by 
the tim e tlie  ind ic tm ents  were 
issued, and we are in  an even 
be tto r position to force the d ism is­
sal of the charges and to put a 
stop to th is  business of d igg ing 
up old forgotten laws fo r use 
against labor. I can see that many 
of my union brothers are lea rn ­
ing  a p o lit ic a l lesson in th is  
a fte rm ath  of th e ir  union v ic to ry .

Chicago heads the lis t o f cities 
to be congratulated th is  week, 
T lie  comrades there have jus t in ­
creased th e ir  weekly bundle of 
M IL IT A N T S  by 50-%— and they 
had a good, he fty  bundle before 
they did so!

St. Louis has cut itse lf forever 
in  t lie  good graces of tlie  business 
office by not on ly paying, up a ll 
of its  debts but sending in  a sub­
s tan tia l con tribu tion  to the press 
fund. T ha t indicates a tru e  eva­
luation of the pa rty  press, and an 
understanding o f our needs:

D e tro it lias set its e lf a m in im un 
quota of 30 subscrip tions before 
November 7. They w rite : "W e
are o fffe rin g  a firs t and second 
prize fo r the top sub-getters and 
we’ ll keep a chart posted at head­
quarters showing progress."

Several c ities have recently re­
quested increases in th e ir  bun­
dles, in d ica ting  tha t our pa rty  as 
a whole is rea liz ing  the im p o rt­
ance o f extending the c ircu la tion

of the press among workers, espe­
c ia lly  at th is  time, when- members 
of our pa rty  are about to go to 
t r ia l before tlie  Federal Court in 
Minnesota. I t  ce rta in ly  need not 
be emphasized to our m em bership 
that', once the t r ia l gets under 
way, i t  w i l l  he our press alone 
w hich w ill publicize w ith  tho­
roughness and tru th  the' state­
ments and behavior of the defen­
dants.

E very  h is to r ic  working-class 
t r ia l lias been accompanied by a 
campaign of lies-and m isrepresen­
ta tion  circulated- by the boss pres^ 
and it  has always been the w o rk ­
ing-class press alone w hich has 
had- to ca rry  on the figh t to ac­
quaint workers w ith  the real is­
sues involved. In  the next few 
months, we sha ll have to face the 
greate.st respons ib ility  o f our h is ­
to ry  in  d issem inating as w ide ly  
and1 tho rough ly  as possible copies 
of our press ca rry in g  reports on 
the Minnesota tr ia l.

For the tru th  about how Negroes are treated by 
the Jim  Crow O fficer caste,

R E A D
'The Negro and th e U. S. Arm y’

B y EU G EN E VAR L1N  

29 page pam ph le t . . .  5c
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place New York, N. Y.
Also obtainable through all Branch literature agents of the 

Socialist Workers Party.

Red Sailors Defending USSR

A unit of the Soviet Black Sea fleet turns its anti-aircraft, artillery afiainst Nazi air in­
vaders over the besietted port of Odessa.

LaGuardia Denounced 
By TWU Convention



How Stalin's Purge Beheaded The Red Army
Trotsky Warned That Stalin’s Murder O f The Red Army Leaders Would Endanger Defense O f Soviet Union

The fo llo w in g  extracts  are from  an a rtic le  w r itte n  by Leon 
T ro ts k y  in 1937, sho rtly  a fte r  S ta lin ’s execution o f the e igh t 
leading generals o f the Red A rm y . Only now is the  w orld  be­
g inn ing  to understand th a t in  m urdering  these men S ta lin  was 
destroy ing the supreme leadership o f the armed forces o f the 
Soviet Union. N o r did S ta lin  stop w ith  the e x tirp a tio n  o f these 
e ig h t generals. In the space o f tw elve months, fro m  M ay 1937 
to  -May 1938, the G i’ U shot o r ja iled  alm ost to a man the com­
m anding s ta f f  o f the Red A rm y , a ir  f le e t and navy. The m ost 
conservative estim ate o f the number o f officers shot or ja iled  
in  th a t period is 40,000.

On A ugust 20. 1940 a S ta lin is t assassin succeeded in deal­
in g  a death-b low  to the one man above a ll to whom the Soviet 
Un ion a t w ar would now be look ing  fo r  leadership —  Leon 
T ro tsky , founder and bu ilde r o f the Red A rm y .

O f those who were connected w ith  the leadership of. the 
armed forces in  the period o f the C iv il W ar and the building, 
o f the Red A rm y , on ly three now rem ain —  Voroshilov, Shaposh- 
n ikov and Budenny. The Red A rm y  su ffe rs  today above a ll from  
lack o f leadership. E very one o f its  defeats is due to  S ta lin ’s 
beheading o f the Red A rm y. On S ta lin ’s hands is the blood, not 
on ly o f the generals and officers he murdered- before the w ar 
broke out, bu t also o f the m illio ns  o f heroic Red figh te rs  who 
have fa lle n  on ly because o f lack o f leadership. —  T H E  E DITO R S.

By LEO N T R O T S K Y
In  the past fe w  m onths hundreds, probably thousands, o f 

pub lic  servants have been shot in  Soviet Russia. The executed 
include the most em inent personages in the Soviet governm ent, 
the m a jo r ity  o f whom were heroes o f the Russian revo lu tion . 
I t  is as if ,  in  Am erica, the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  were to 
shoot h a lf  the cabinet, a score o r so o f the U n ited  States Sen­
ate, the Presidents o f a dozen lead ing corporations,, and the 
head o f the D epartm ent o f Justice —  fo r  treason!

And now the la test chapter in b lood -le tting  is the decapita­
tio n  o f the Red A rm y . M ore than a ll the o ther Moscow tr ia ls  
p u t together, th is  act has had the w idest repercussions in w o rld  
opinion. Is  the Red A rm y  as s trong  as we though t i t  was? the 
German general s ta f f  is ask ing itse lf. Am ong the enemies, and 
allies, o f Russia, a revis ion o f op in ion is in process which m ay 
have the pro foundest e ffects in w orld  po litics , and w h ich  cannot 
but a ffe c t the question o f w a r and peace in  the w o rld  arena.

*  * *

On M ay 22. 1937 M arsha l Tukhaelievsky was suddenly re ­
moved fro m  his post as V ice-Com m issar o f Defense and; trans ­
fe rre d  to a m in o r post in the provinces. W ith in  the n e x t few  
days the commanders o f the m il ita ry  d is tr ic ts  and o ther p rom in- 
ent generals were likew ise  trans fe rred . These measures boded 
no th ing  good. I t  was evident th a t the ru lin g  tops, had come in to  
serious co n flic t w ith  the o ffice rs ’ corps.

Moved by the in te rests o f Soviet defense, the commanders 
o f the d is tr ic ts  and the responsible generals, m ig h t have in te r­

vened in Tukhachevsky's behalf. D id' they do so? In  a ll prob­
a b ili ty  the w h ir l o f trans fe rs  and arrests in  the m onth o f M ay 
and d u rin g  the f ir s t  days o f June can be explained on ly  by panic 
in the K re m lin . On June 1. G am arn ik  e ith e r shot h im se lf or was 
shot. The commanders o f the m il ita ry  d is tr ic ts  no sooner a r ­
rived a t th e ir  new posts than the y  were placed under a rres t 
and tin n e d  over to the court. On June 9, the fo llo w in g  were a r­
rested: Tukhaelievsky, who hud ju s t been appointed to Samara; 
Y ak ir,, who1 had ju s t been trans fe rre d  to  Len ingrad ; Uborevieh, 
commander o f the W h ite  Russian M il ita ry  d is tr ic t;  K o rk , head 
o f the M il ita ry  A cadem y;, Putna, fo rm e r m il ita ry  attache a t 
Tokyo and London; P rim akov, a cava lry  general; Feldm an, ch ie f 
o f the personnel section o f the General S ta f f ;  Eideman, head o f 
t lie  Ossoaviakhim . Two days la te r, a ll eight, were sentenced to 
death and on tlie  fo llow ing, day shot.

The Leaders o f  th e  R ed A rm y
The a rm y must have been s tirred  to its  ve ry  depths. In  the 

m ind o f everyone was the question: W hy k i l l  the legendary 
heroes o f the c iv il w ar. the ta lented fie ld  commanders and o r­
ganizers, the heads o f the Red A rm y  who. on ly  yesterday, were 
the m ainstay and hope o f the reg im e? L e t us f irs t  reca ll b r ie f­
ly  who they  were. The actual leaders o f the a rm y  in recent years 
were two men: Tukhaehevsky and G am arnik.

Both came to  the fo re  du rin g  the c iv il w ar, n o t w ith o u t tlie  
in te rven tion  o f the au thor o f these lines. Tukhaehevsky gave 
indub itab le  evidence o f ou tstanding ta le n t as a s tra te g is t. T u k ­
haehevsky was a ve ry  young man a t the tim e  and had made 
a leap' from  the ranks o f C za ris t officerdom  to the camp o f B o l­

shevism. T he re a fte r lie appa ren tly  applied h im se lf assiduously,. 
i f  no t to the study o f M arx ism , then to m il ita ry  science. He ac­
quired a knowledge o f modern m il ita ry  technique and, not un­
successfully, played the ru le o f m echanizer o f the arm y.

Jan G am arn ik, .born o f a Jew ish fa m ily  in the U kra ine , d is­
tinguished h im se lf d u rin g  tlie  c iv i l w a r by his po litica l and ad­
m in is tra tive  ta lents —  to be sure, on a p rov inc ia l scale. F o r a 
period o f ten years G am arn ik held im p o rta n t posts a t the v e ry  
center o f the p a r ty  apparatus, and was in da ily  co llabora tion 
w ith  the GPU. Is i t  conceivable th a t in such circumstances he 
could have conducted tw o policies, a public one fo r  the ex te rn a l 
world , the second p riva te?  In  our opin ion, impossible.

W hy, then, did the axe descend on these tw o leaders of. the 
arm y?

Reasons F o r the Purges
As educator o f the com m anding s ta f f  and fu tu re  genera lis­

simo, Tukhaehevsky could not b u t value ta lented m il i ta r y  leaders. 
Putna was one o f the m ost outstand ing officers o f the general 
s ta ff.  Tukhaehevsky undoubtedly intervened in beha lf o f Putna 
as he m ust have done in the. case o f o ther officers drawn in to  
the web o f the GPU.

Vorosh ilov is Russia’s Com m issar o f W ar, Com m andcr-in- 
C h ie f o f the a rm y. W ha t was his p a rt in  a ll th is?  U p to now“, 
V orosh ilov ’s po licy was determ ined to a fa r  g re a te r ex tent by 
his ties w ith  S ta lin  than by his ties w ith  t lie  arm y. Voroshilov, 
moreover, a man o f lim ite d  horizon and ra th e r a scatte rb ra in , 
could not but have cast jaundiced glances in the d irec tion  o f his

Red Arm y 'Satisfies' Churchill
(C ontinued from  page 1)

(three to one should be the re la ­
tive  losses where the forces are 
com parably equal, say m any m i l i ­
ta ry  experts.) B u t there  is a gen­
era l concensus o f op in ion *hat the 
Red' A rm y , th e  defending force, 
is los ing m ore than the a tta ck ­
ing fo rce  in  r th is  war. Even the 
best figu res  o f the- B r it is h  do not 
c red it the Red A rm y  w ith  in f l ic t ­
in g  equal losses. O n ly the incom ­
petence o f S ta lin ’s general s ta ff  
can exp la in  the fa c t th a t the N a­
zis axe in f l ic t in g  g re a te r losses 
than they  susta in in  an-offensive.

W e m ust now face the question

A u to  B a ro n s  In te n s ify
‘P r io r i t y ’ Unemployment
R. J. Thomas, U AW -C IO  Head, Charges 
P ro fit Lust Creates Job Crisis In Industry

DETROIT, Mich., Sept. 28. — R. J. Thomas. President of 
the United. Automobile, A ircraft and Agricultural Implement 
Workers, CIO, in testimony before the congressional committee 
hearings in Detroit on questions of priorities unemployment, 
charged this week that the automotive corporations were respon­
sible for the current unemployment crisis in auto because of 
their refusal to expand into m ilita ry production, and- that their 
’’business as usual" attitude was
the d irect cause fo r the threaten­
in g  la yo ff of 250,000 men in  the 
industry .

To meet the p r io r it ie s  unemploy 
m ent crisis, Thomas proposed a 
m ora to rium  on- w orkers ’ debts, 
guarantee of sen io rity  r ig h ts  anil 
the establishment of a system of 
un ion committees in  each Industry 
to deal w ith  management on pro 
blems of m il ita ry  production.

Charles E. W ilson , president of 
General Motors, adm itted tha t his 
corpora tion  “ has not foreseen" 
the p r io r it ie s  crisis, and had made 
no adequate plans to avert an 
unem ploym ent cris is  as a result 
of the chaos of change-over to war 
production. W ilson tr ied  to excuse 
the GM offic ia ls fo r th e ir  fa i l­
ure to change over in to  m ilita ry  
w ork, by c la im ing  tha t the govern­
m ent was not g iv in g  the compa­
ny  defense orders proportionate 
to the company’s size. " I f  the gov 
ernm ent had to give General Mo 
tors its  proportionate share of de 
fense orders, it  would sound sc 
b ig  In do llars Uie people in  Wash 
ing ton  would be a fra id  of it . "

W H A T  W ILS O N  
C O N C E A LE D

He d id  not exp la in  however 
w hy G-M has barely begun to fu l­
f i l l  orders am ounting to $2 b il­
lio n  nor w hy tool-and-dle men 
are w o rk ing  two and three days 8 
weele, w h ile  the company is now 
engaged in  p u ttin g  out Bulcks 
and Chevrolets at fu ll pace; act­
u a lly  i t  is w e ll known by those 
who have studied the s itu a tio n  
th a t General Motors, together w ith  
the steel and a lum inum  trusts* 
w ith  the fu ll knowledge and agree­
m ent of the OPM. H A V E  REFUS­
ED TO E X P A N D  fo r fear of los­
in g  th e ir  cap ita l when the war 
ends. Moreover, they have fought 
too th and n a il against any gov­
ernm ent bu ild ing  and operating 
of m il ita ry  plants, fo r fear of 
com petition wh ich would cut in to  
th e ir  huge profits.

R. J. Thomas, instead of expos­
ing t i l ls  fact, took the  a ttitude  
that a “mistake had been made."

Stry has likew ise stubborn ly re- 
I fused to expand capacity. The 
, OPM, ru n  by these trusts. Is con­
cen tra ting  Instead on a c u rta il­
ment of production of consumers 
goods, w ith  the resu ltan t wave of 

j  unemployment. The auto, indus try  
bent on cashing in  on the increas­
ed m arke t, refuses: to  change 
over its  plants to m il ita ry  produc­
tion , and because o f th is  p ro fit ­
eering a ttitu d e  w i l l  th row  tens o f 
thousands out of work.

T H E  F L IN T  P L A N
The on ly program  w hich takes 

a ll th is  In to 'considera tion  thus far

In  tru th , there was no m istuke.
The po licy o f "business as usual” 
no expansion, etc., was a conscious 
po licy, made in  COLLUSION w ith  
t lie  governm ental agencies, which jjas come from  the F lin t  locals 
are dominated by the agents of 0f  UAW , w h ich  are now put 
the steel, a lum inum  and autoroo- t in g  t lie  pressure on the corpora-
bile monopolists.

F A C IN G  “ EC O N O M IC  
CH AO S”

Governor M u rra y  D. Van W ag­
goner, of M ichigan, te s tify in g  be­
fore the Tolan congressional com­
m ittee, stated th a t the “ nation 
faces economic chaos w ith in  three 
months,”  unless the tangled nrto- 
r it ie s  problem  was solved. “ M i­
chigan faces- an economic and wel­
fare problem fa r worse than t lie

t io n  to meet th e ir  m ilita n t de­
mands. Plans are being made by 
the F lin t  locals to ho ld  a public 
hearing  in  tha t c ity , to publicize 
the un ion ’s program , and to w in 
support from  t lie  c ity ’s population 
fo r  a figh t to force the company 
to act on the un ion's demands.

In  F lin t,  should the un ion push 
Us program  w ith  the necessary 
vigor., the en tire  population can 
be so lid ified behind the CIO. Small

, . . . »  business men, the officers o f thedepths of the last depression, he .. .,
, ,  , T ,, , . .. . „ „ „ ' c i t y  government, as w e ll as allsaid. He estimated tha t 45,000.., , . . . . . .

w orkers in  D e tro it w ou ld  bo un­
employed because o f c u r ta il­
ment o f essentia l m ate ria l»  fo r  
autom otive production. In  F lin t; 
lie said, 10,800 w il l  be out of work 
by January.

The congressional bearings came 
to no conclusion and made no 
proposals fo r  a so lu tion  to the 
problem. Tolan. th o  committee 
member who conducted the hear­
ings. when rem inded tha t at the 
last elections the adm in is tra tion  
had promised tha t there would lie 
no need to c u rta il c iv ilia n  pro­
duction. and tha t w a r production 
would be superimposed on the 
production of consumers goods 
cyn ica lly  rep lied, “ Sure. . . th a t’s 
how we fellows, get elected.”

W h ile  a serious cris is  faces hun­
dreds o f thousands of workers be­
cause o f the  complete anarchy in 
the productive p lan n in g  in  the  
nation, the a lum inum  trus t, the 
steel trus ts  and the autom otive 
m anufacturers have not budged 
an inch In  th e ir  adam ant stand 
against expansion. The a lum inum  
tru s t, ALC O A , s t i l l  re ta ins its  
iro n  g rip  on the sm elting  of that 
im portan t metal, and w h ile  I t  has 
contracted to b u ild  a new plant 
to Increase capacity, not an inch 
of ground has been broken yet 
fo r  th a t’ purpose. The steel indu-

tke workers, are directly- concern­
ed lest F lin t  become a “ ghost 
tow n.”

Thus fa r un ion ists report tha t 
It is planned to ren t the huge 
IM A  au d ito rium  fo r  the public 
hearing, at which the un ion w ill 
hear testim ony on the s itua tion  
and propose its  program. Radio 
ta lks are planned, as well as w ide­
spread pub lic ity .

The F lin t  plan is to be present 
ed to the corporation In the form  
o f  demands, and taken- up to the 
highest barga in ing channels fo r a 
yes o r nn anwer.

The demands, w h ich  provide for 
p re fe ren tia l employment and trans­
fe r by sen io rity  of U A W  mem­
bers to defense work, at no less 
than the same rate of pay, an 
equal vo le * fo r  labo r In the plan­
n ing  of m il ita ry  production, al 
location of orders, location of new 
plants,, etc., and w h ich  would reor­
ganize p roduction  so as to pre­
vent a lay-o ff du rin g  the coming 
three to fou r m onths and w h ile  
plans fo r change-over to m ilita ry  
production are made, w i l l  proba­
b ly  be turned down by the cor­
poration. B u t the UAW  locals In 
F lin t,  in  reso lutions adopted in  
th e ir  meetings, are pledged to use 
a ll th e ir  economic and po litica l 
s trengb t to  enforce these de­
mands.

of the exten t o f the losses so fa r  
incurred by the Soviet Union.

The S ta lin is t “ s tra te g y ”  o f 
re tre a tin g  eastward has s tr ip ­
ped the coun try  o f key indus­
t r ia l  and a g r ic u ltu ra l areas 
which make i t  impossible to  re­
equip and supply the Red A rm y  
a t the level a t which i t  began 
the w ar. T h js  is the te rr ib le  
tru th .

The te rr ito r ie s  now occupied by 
the Nazis were the most densely 
populated areas of the USSR. 
Twenty-three m illio n  people lived 
in  the te rrito ries , "w on”  d u rin g  
the S ta lin -H ltle r pact and now 
lost ( th e  B a ltic  states, Bessarabia, 
western Byelo.Rimsla, western U- 
kra ine, M oldavia). Tw o-th irds of 
the U kra ine (t lie  en tire  U kra ine 
included over fo rty  m illio n s ) are 
lost. A t least another ten m illio n  
lived in  Byeto-Rrssla and the ad­
jo in ing  te r r ito ry  which Is now in 
H it le r ’s hands. Thus te r r ito ry  fo r­
m erly occupied and worked by 
over 63 m illio n  people ts now lost.

Not a ll th is  population fe ll in to  
the hands of the Nazis. B ut those 
who fled are refugees, who in 
economic terms are more lia b ility  
than asset fo r some tim e to come.

The im portance of waterways 
fo r transporta tion  in  the USSR Is 
understood by those who know 
how inadequate is the ra ilroad 
and h ighw ay system. Yet two of 
the most im portan t waterways 
(not to speak of the rive rs  lost 
so fa r), the B a ltic  and Black seas, 
are now rendered almost useless. 
Except fo r besieged Leningrad 
and the Ilnngo peninsula, the So­
vie t forces are driven out o f the 
Baltic . The B lack Sea Is, w ith

the siege o f its chief port, Odessa, 
a w a r zone.

T H E  M E A N IN G  OF T H E  
D N IE P E R  A N D  D O N E TZ
■ The two key W estern in d u s tria l 
areas of the Soviet U n ion were 
the Dnieper and Donetz basins. 
The Dnieper area is en tire ly  lost. 
The dram atic inc ident of the blow­
in g  up of the dam has perhaps 
obscured th e  fact tha t the dam 
was but the key construction In 
a great in d u s tr ia l area of m eta l­
lu rg ica l plants, not on ly iro n  and 
steel, bu t also the non-ferrous 
metals v ita l fo r war in d u s try ; of 
chemical, die and soda plants, and 
all-led Industries: of such irre p la ­
ceable war plants as th a t of Sza- 
porozh, the gTeat arm or-plate 
plant. A ll t i l ls  is  gone. And the 
Nazis aye d r iv in g  on Kharkov, 
key to the Donetz basin.

The. Dnieper and Donetz bases 
accounted fo r 75 per cent of the 
Iron and coal, arul a m ajor propor­

tio n  of the manganese of the  So­
v ie t Union (to  m ention no- other 
item s). About, h a lf of these raw 
m ateria ls  resources are now in  
the hands o f the Nazis.

Of the significance o f the a g ri­
cu ltu ra l areas lost, one need only 
reca ll tha t the U kra ine lias been 
known as the breadbasket o f the 
Soviet Union.

S ta lin  seeks to cover up the 
dread significance of these losses 
by analogies w ith  Napoleon's In ­
vasion of Russia in  1812. A n  u t­
te r ly  false analogy. The Russian 
arm ies o f 1812 could re tire  w ith  
th e ir  muskets and make bullets 
by ha nd ic ra ft methods iu  the in ­
te r io r of Russia. B ut tanks, air- 
plans and ra ilroad  guns cannot 
be made, w ith o u t heavy indus try  
areas lik e  tho3e c f the Donetz and 
Dnieper.

The facts are te rrib le  to con­
template. B ut \yo m ust face them. 
S ta lin  has led the Soviet Union 
to1 the very b r in k  of catastrophe.

‘Good Will’ Is 
Ended When 
Strike Begins

T h is  is the e igh th week o f a 
s trike  at the M organ  M em oria l 
Corpora tion , Boston, the ‘goodw ill 
stores.’ The M organ M em oria l, 
a cha ritab le  o rgan iza tion  s im ila r 
* 0  the S alvation A rm y , features 
the Golden Rule in  th e ir  adver­
tisem ents when they ask the pub­
lic  to donate c lo th in g  and fu r n i­
tu re  to  th e ir  store, b u t they fo r ­
get to app ly i t  to  th e ir  workers. 
I t  is no t uncommon fo r  them to 
h ire  salespeople to  w o rk  a ll day 
fo r  a p a ir  o f shoes which often 
has been a free donation to  them.

They d isp lay such goodw ill to 
th e ir  employees th a t th e ir  tru ck  
d rive rs  and helpers are out on 
s tr ik e  fo r  h ighe r wages. Some 
truck  d rive rs  who have worked 
there fo r  ten years ge t the m ag­
n ifice n t sum o f $21.33 fo r  a 40- 
hour week. The helpers get a ll 
o f $16 per week. The A F L  Team­
sters Local 82 is  dem anding 
union recogn ition , $30 a week fo r  
the d rivers, and $24 fo r  the he lp­
ers. There is a s tr ik e  headquar­
ters located near the m ain  store 
and continuous p icke t lines are 
m ainta ined a t a ll the stores.

M eanwhile, the  M organ Memo­
r ia l C ooperative Stores are con­
ducting  a huge newspaper cam­
paign shew ing the benefits  o f 
th e ir  cha ritie s  and asking fo r  
more donations.

Committee Formed To A id  
Imprisoned Negro Soldiers

N E W  YO R K, Oct. 1. —  A  N a- | soldiers has m et w ith  fa ilu re  up 
tion a l Com m ittee form ed to  f ig h t  to now. Le tte rs  were read from  
fo r  the release from  ja i l  o f N egro j  tho A rm y  S ta ff, fro m  Represent- 
soldiers cou rt m a rtia led  in W orld  atives and Senators who openly 
W ar I, held its  f i r s t  m eeting in  declared th e ir  lack o f in te res t in 
H arlem  th is  week. i the p lig h t o f these boys.

Delegates were present fro m  The free ing  o f these Negro sol-
such organ izations as tho B e tte r 
H arlem  Association, the B a p tis t 
M in is ters Conference, representing 
lbo.000 members, the German 
Lu theran  Church, and the Socia l­
ist W orkers P a rty .

The general sen tim ent was one 
o f active onnosition to  the c u r­
ren t W orld  W ar. F o r here, in the 
u n ju s t im prisonm ent o f innocent 
Negroes, was concrete p ro o f th a t 
democracy is no m ore an issue 
:n th is  w a r tha n  i t  was in  the 
last one.

E ve ry  a ttem p t made to free 
these u n ju s tly  im prisoned colored

diers whose on ly rea l m istake was 
to suppose th a t they “ were f ig h t­
in g  fo r  democracy”  can on ly  be 
achieved th rough  organized mass 
action.
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fa r-too -ta len ted  vice-commissar. Such could ve ry  w e ll have been 
the source o f the con flic t.

As the head o f the po litica l, departm ent o f the a rm y  and 
navy, G am arn ik  was obliged no t on ly to de live r his co llabora to rs 
in to  the hands o f Vyshinsky, bu t also to p a rtic ip a te  in  the fa b r i­
cation o f fa lse charges aga inst them. I t  is h ig h ly  probable th a t 
he came in to  co n flic t w ith  the GPU and complained about Yez- 
hov, the new head o f the GPU —  to S ta lin ! Th is in its e lf was 
enough to  endanger him .

L e t us see who the others were.
I f  Tukhaelievsky, an o ff ic e r in tho C zar’s arm y, became a 

Bolshevik, then Y a k ir , a young tube rcu la r student, became a Red 
commander. F rom  the very ou tse t, he revealed the im ag ina tion  

and resourcefulness o f a s tra teg is t. V eteran officers more than 
once cast astonished eyes on the gaun t com m issar, as m atch- 
s tick  in hand he traced moves on m il ita ry  maps. Y a k ir  had oc­
casion to  prove his devotion, to  the revo lu tion  and the p a r ty  in 
a much more d irec t m anner than Tukhaehevsky. W hen the c iv il 
w a r ended he plunged in to  serious study. The a u th o r ity  lie en­
joyed was g re a t and w e ll-m erited .

A longside Y a k ir  we m ay place Uborevieh, a somewhat less 
b r i l l ia n t  but tho ro ug h ly  tested and re liab le  f ie ld  commander o f 
the c iv il w a r. I t  was these tw o  men who were entrusted w ith  
the defense o f the W estern fro n tie r , and they prepared them ­
selves fo r  years, fo r  th e ir  roles in the coin ing g rea t war.

K ork , a graduate o f the C za ris t m il ita ry  academy, success­
fu lly  comamnded one o f the arm ies d u rin g  the c r it ic a l years, 
was la te r g iven command o f a m il ita ry  d is tr ic t  and, f ina lly , placed 
a t the head o f the M il i ta r y  Academ y in  succession to Eideman.

F o r the las t few  years, E ideman directed' the Ossoaviakhim , 
th rough  which is effected the connection between the c iv il popu­
la tion  .and the arm y.

Putna was an educated young general w ith  an in te rna tiona l 
outlook.

In  Feldm an’s hands was concentrated the power o f d irec t 
supervis ion over the com m anding personnel. Th is alone in d i­
cates the measure o f confidence w h ich  he enjoyed.

N e x t to Budenny, P rim akov was unquestionab ly the m ost 
ou ts tand ing  ca va lry  commander.

I t  would be no exaggera tion  to say th a t in the Red a rm y  
there is le ft  not a s ing le  name, w ith  the exception o f Budenny 
tha t, as regards po pu la rity , no t to  speak o f ta le n t o r knowledge, 
is comparable to  the names o f the alleged crim ina ls .

The New  “ Lea d ersh ip ”  o f  the R ed  A rm y
W hen Tukhaehevsky was demoted, a very in fo rm ed person 

wondered: who w i l l  henceforth take charge o f the w o rk  o f So­
v ie t defense? M arsh a ll Yegorov, a lieutenant-co lone l d u rin g  the 
W orld  W ar. was appointed to  Tukhachevsky’s post, (and was 
la te r sho t). The new c h ie f-o f-s ta ff, Shaposhnikov, is an educated 
executive o ffice r o f the old a rm y, devoid o f s tra teg ic  ta le n t and 
in it ia tiv e . A nd V orosh ilov? I t  is no secret th a t Voroshilov, the 
“ old Bo lshevik”  is a pu re ly  decorative fig u re . W h ile  Lenin was 
alive, i t  never entered anybody’s head to include h im  in  the 
Centra l Com m ittee. D u rin g  the c iv il w a r, V orosh ilov, w h ile  d is­
p la y in g  an indub itab le  personal courage, showed a complete 
lack o f m il ita ry  and ad m in is tra tive  ta le n t and, besides, a narrow , 
u tte r ly  p ro v in c ia l outlook. H is on ly  qua lifica tion  fo r  a seat in  
the P o litica l Bureau- and the post o f People’s Com m issar o f De­
fense, is th a t he supported a t T sa rits in , the opposition o f S ta lin  
to th a t m il i ta ry  po licy w h ich  insured v ic to ry  in the c iv il w ar. 
Inc id en ta lly , ne ithe r S ta lin  no r t lie  o ther members o f the P o li­
t ic a l Bureau ever enterta ined any illus ions concerning V orosh i­
lov  as a m il ita ry  leader. Jus t because o f this, they had surround­
ed him  w ith  qu a lified  collaborators.

Thus the decim ation o f the leadership o f the Red a rm y  was 
carried  th rough w ith  the fu l l  knowledge o f w h a t i t  im p lied !

* --y

To the Red a rm y, S ta lin  has dealt a fe a rfu l blow. As a re ­
s u lt o f the la tes t ju d ic ia l fram eup, i t  has fa lle n  several cub its 
in  s ta ture . The in te rests o f the Soviet defense have been sac ri­
ficed in the in te rests o f the se lf-p rese rva tion  o f the ru l in g  clique.

‘Fourth International' 
For October Is Off Press

The October issue o f the m o n th -| en titled  “ F rance: F ir s t  Signs o f 
ly  magazine o f the T ro ts k y is t j the S to rm ,”  by M arc Loris , and 
movement, FO U R T H  IN T E R N A - the o ther dea ling  w ith  life  among 
T IO N A L , w i l l  come o f f  the press- the German p o lit ic a l prisoners by 
es th is  week. The con tent is rich  I oVie who recen tly  escaped.

an^ , %al . i Tw o a rtic les  deal w ith  the
The ed ito ria l comment concerns ¡

ria l 1 c!ues*;' on &"f A m erica  and the 
w a r: ‘ 'Pub lic H ea lth  and Na-

its e lf w ith  the  fo rthco m ing  tr i; 
o f the tw en ty -n in e  M inneapolis 
defendants, members o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and o f the 
M o to r T ransp o rt a n d  A llie d  
W orkers In d u s tr ia l U nion, Local 
544-CTO.

The lead ing a rtic le  is the M a­
n ifes to  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n ­
al on the Defense o f the Soviet 
Union. Two artic les  concern p o li­
tica l developments in  Europe, one

tiona l Defense,”  by Grace C a rl­
son, and “ The A im s o f Am erican 
Im pe ria lism ,”  by W illia m  F. 
W arde.

John G. W rig h t con tribu tes an 
a rtic le  on T ro ts k y  and the Red 
A rm y  and fro m  the pen o f t lie  
re vo lu tio n is t h im se lf comes an 
a rtic le  dealing w ith  his perspec­
tives in 1926.

HELP FIGHT THE IHDICTMENT
29 people-members of the Socialist Worke rs Party and the leaders of Motor Transport 

and Allied Workers Industrial Union, Local 5 4 4 -0 0  have been indicted in Minnesota 
on charges of "conspiring to overthrow the government.”

This sweeping attack upon civ il liberties and labor’s rights must be repelled! The 
job of defending the victims of this prosecution is up to the workers themselves. Roose­
velt’s administration isn’t subsidizing this defense project.

A id  the defendants by g iv in g  p ro m ptly  and generously to  th e ir  Defense Fund.

S E N D  Y O UR C O N T R IB U T IO N S  T O :

T H E  C IV IL  R IG H TS  D E F E N S E  
C O M M IT T E E

Roum 809, 160 F if th  Ave., New Y o rk  C ity  

I  enclose...................... fo r  you r Defense Fund

Name

Address

The Government prosecution has been con-
*1

demned by the
I
| C IO

| LA B O R ’S N O N -P A R T IS A N  L E A G U E  

U N IT E D  A U T O  W O R KERS 

A M E R IC A N  C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S  U N IO N  

N A T IO N  

N E W  R E P U B L IC

and other labor and libe ra l spokesmen



CP Licks Hillman's Boots
But Gets K icked In the Face As Reward fo r 
Cheering H illm a n  a t IU M S W  Convention

By A R T  P R EIS

A face which had not graced the pages of die Stalinist Daily 
Worker in many a moon suddenly appeared on the iront page 
oi the September 25 issue.

It was a portrait oi the lean and w ily features of Sidney 
Hillman, associate director of the OHM, and leader ot the CIO 
faction which has long sought to tie the CIO to the Roosevelt
A d m in is tra tio n ’s w a r machine. * ---------- —  —

To those who know the D a ily  | m iddle o f an IU M S W  convention 
W orke r’s policies, the appearance s tory, suddenly whines:

SIU Discusses Next Steps

o f H illm a n ’s p ic tu re  is a s ig n iii-
cant symbol. The D a ily  W orker convention fo r

“ '1 lie harm ony th a t m arked the

puolishes pictures on ly o f those 
who represent S ta lin is t views or 
w ith  whom the Com m unist P a rty  
is seeking to ga in  la vo r.

Thus, up to June 22, did John 
L . Lew is leceive recogn ition  and 
p u b lic ity  fro m  the S ta lin is ts .

W hile  o f H illm a n , the D a ily  
W orke r (M ay 17) w ro te in those 
days:

“ The w orkers can now see 
th a t when a w ar governm ent 
selects a union leader to s it  in  
its  councils, i t  is on ly fo r  one 
purpose: to have him  act as the 
spearhead in  the open-shop and 
wage c u ttin g  drive  aga inst the 
workers. And H illm an , it  can 
be said, is fa ith fu lly  liv in g  up 
to these duties.”

W H IT E W A S H  FOR 
H IL L M A N

No such condemnation of H i l l ­
man is included in the s to ry  ac­
com panying his p ic tu re  in the 
September 25 issue. Th is reports 
H illm a n ’s speech to the Seventh 
Convention o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Un ion o f M arine  and S h ipbu ild ­
in g  W orkers (C IO ) held last 
week in  A tla n tic  C ity , New J e r­
sey. The D a ily  W’orke r approv­
in g ly  reports  H illm a n ’s address 
“ p ra is in g  the sh ipyard  w orkers 
fo r  the production records they 
have already set —  bu t records 
th a t he said m ust s t i l l  go h ig h ­
er. . .”

H illm a n , whom  the D a ily  
W o rke r fo rm e r ly  co rre c tly  called 
“ the spearhead in the open-shop 
and w age -cu tting  d rive ,”  is pav­
in g  the way, in these words, fo r  
longer hours, speed-up, wage­
freez ing , in  the in te rests of 
Roosevelt’s w ar program . That, 
today, is the p rogram  o f the S ta­
lin is ts  also, and the re fo re  th e ir 
one de fin ite  aim  in the CIO is to- 
establish a fo rm al u n it w ith  the 
H illm a n ite s  aga ins t the m ilita n t 
and a n ti-w a r sections o f the la ­
bor movement, and aga inst th a t 
sector o f the CIQ which opposes 
s a c rific in g  the gains o f in d u s tria l 
un ionism  fo r  the sake o f p ro -w ar 
“ u n ity ”  w ith  the A F L .

F rom  f i r s t  to last, in  the D a ily  
W orke r reports  o f the IU M S W  
convention, the S ta lin is ts  have 
sought to establish th e ir  a ff in ity  
w ith  the H illm a n ite s  and th e ir  
policies. And since the H illm a n ­
ites hold o u tr ig h t con tro l o f the 
IUM SW ’ , a lm ost the en tire  con­
ven tion  was consumed w ith  
speeches and resolutions in sup­
p o rt o f Roosevelt’s w ar policies, 
ca llin g  fo r  the repeal o f the Neu­
t r a l i ty  A c t, etc. A l l  th is  was fu l-  
somely reported in the D a ily  
W orker.

But, in  the ve ry  act o f bending 
over to  polish H illm a n ’s boots 
w ith  th e ir tongues, the S ta lin is ts  
received a resounding blow on 
th e ir  p ro tru d e n t posterio rs from  
these same boot tips. On Septem­
ber 26, the D a ily  W’orker, in the

tw o days was
broken th is  m orn ing , and, as usu­
al, red -ba iting  was the in s tru ­
m ent th rough  w hich prejudices 
and old squabbles were raked up. 
I t  came w ith  a reso lu tion. . . 
th ro w in g  Communism in to  the 
same basket w ith  N azism .”

U N IT Y  W IT H  
R E D -B A IT E R S

A fte r  go ing  down the line on 
th e ir  hands and knees w ith  the 
IU M S W  H illm a n ite  leaders on 
support o f the w a r, the S ta lin ­
ists were confronted w ith  a reso­
lu tio n  which stated th a t the union 
“ would not condone the w ork ings 
o f fascism , nazism or communism 
w ith in  our ranks”  and “ th a t any 
member who advocates the over­
th row  o f the dem ocratic co n s titu ­
tion a l governm ent o f the U n ited 
States sha ll be, on proven g u ilty , 
asked or be forced to res ign from  
na tiona l or local membership, in 
our un ion.”

Nowhere does the D a ily  W o rk ­
er indicate th a t th is  reso lu tion, 
which the convention passed, was 
the product o f H illm a n . Instead, 
the D a ily  W orker a ttem p ts  to 
spread the idea th a t the reso lu­
tion  doesn’t  mean too' much and 
is n 't  go ing to a ffe c t the S ta lin ­
is ts  m a te ria lly .

“ In  some respects,”  reports  the 
D a ily  W orker, “ the red-ba iters 
retreated, as fro m  a ll indica tions 
a move to inse rt a bar to Com­
m unists in the con s titu tion  was 
abandoned.”

A t  the ve ry  same session o f the 
convention, however, the S ta lin ­
ists found ou t w hether the H i l l ­
m anites “ mean”  it ,  when Carl 
B rad ley and Edw ard Dorland, ex­
pelled fro m  the un ion ’s general 
executive board and th e ir  union 
local on charges o f “ com m unism ,”  
were refused reinstatem ent in to  
union membership, and even de­
nied the r ig h t  personally  to ap 
peal th e ir  case to the convention.

On the la s t day o f the conven­
tion , the delegates, led by the 
H illm a n ite s , passed a reso lu tion 
b a rr in g  “ Communists, Nazis and 
fasc is ts ”  fro m  ho ld ing any union 
offices. T h a t is how the H illm a n ­
ites “ re treated” !

Once more, the D a ily  W orker, 
September 27. had to re p o rt about 
the red -ba iting  actions o f the 
H illm a n ite s  —  w ith o u t m ention 
o f the H illm an ites .

S M A L L  FAVO R S 
G R A T E F U L L Y  R E C E IV E D

John Green, H illm a n ite  pres i­
dent o f the IU S M W , gave the 
S ta lin is ts  some sm all consolation 
in his f in a l rem arks before the 
convention ad journed. He ind i 
cated H illm a n ’s present position 
tow ard the S ta lin is ts  when he 
stated :

“ Em ployers h ire  communists, 
and as long as they h ire  them 
we’ l l  o r g a n i z e  them. B u t 
the y ’ve g o t to keep th e ir  ph ilo-

Striking members of the Seafarers International Union (AFL) at the meeting in New York 
when they voted to end the 12-day strike of 26 ships with an agreement to submit their war 
bonus demands to negotiations through the National Defense Mediation Board. The union scored 
a victory when the U. S. Maritime Commission, which tried to break the strike by manning three 
ships with scabs and ordering the union to submit to compulsory arbitration, was completely eli­
minated from the negotiations plan.

Curtiss-Wright Company 
Union Policy Exposed
N a tion a l Labor Relations Board Hearings 
Show " A ir c ra f t "  To Be Tool O f Company

BUFFALO, N. Y., Sept. 23. — The drive of the United 
Auto Workers, CIO, to organize the Curliss-Wright aircraft 
workers in this city is well under way. The union has not only 
made considerable gains in signing up the workers, but it has 
gone a long way in discrediting and exposing the company union,
I he A ircraft, long used by the company as a pretext for refusing 
to recognize or deal with a legitimate union.

Trying desperately to save face with the workers I he A ir­
craft last week suddenly announced that it had ‘fired’ Edward 
\V. Hamilton, its lawyer, who for years has been a notorious in-
sp ire r o f com pany-unionism  a n a *----- ------— ---------------------------------------
th a t its  secre ta ry-treasu re r from  ed th e ir  th ird  week.
its  inception o f 1934, J. E. A ld e r- i The f irs t  week saw a parade
mann would re tire  fro m  office in o f m il ita n t  members o f Local 753,
Novem ber.

These actions came as a resu lt

CIO, who te s tifie d  about the in ­
tim id a tio n  atjd d iscrim ina tion

_ | o f devasta ting  evidence piled up j shown aga inst CIO men and es-
a t the hearing  now being conduc­
ted here by the N a tion a l Labor 
Relations Board on its  charges 
th a t The A ir c ra f t  is a company- 
union and th a t C u rtis s -W rig h t 
Co. is the rea l power behind the 
throne. The hearings have enter-

tab lished the fa c t th a t the best 
assurances fo r  prom otion is to 
become an o ffice r o r member o f 
the Council, govern ing body of 
The A irc ra ft .

H e rbe rt Levine to ld  how A ir ­
c ra f t  representatives, w o rk in g  in

sophies out o f the councils of 
th is  union.”

In  a word, Green is telling- the 
S ta lin is t tha t tiiey  can pay then- 
dues and belong to the union so 
long as they ’re “ good boys,”  raise 
th e ir  hands p ro m p tly  fo r  every­
thing- the H illm a n ite s  propose, 
s it  in  the back rows and keep 
th e ir  m ouths shut.

The S ta lin is ts , fo r  a ll th e ir 
eagerness to support the H i l l ­
m anites under any conditions, 
have a long row  to hoe before 
they w il l  be accepted on any 
equal term s by the H illm an ites .

H IL L M A N ’S L IN E  
T O W A R D  S T A L IN IS T S

H illm a n  and his fo llow ers  are

qu ite  w illin g  to take w hatever the 
S ta lin is ts  o ffe r  them g ra tis , but 
they propose to  g ra n t the S ta lin ­
ists as l i t t le  in fluence or con tro l 
as possible, p a r tic u la r ly  in those 
unions, like  the IU M S W , where 
the S ta lin is ts  have re la tiv e ly  l i t ­
tle  s treng th .

The H illm a n  gang represents a 
d iffe re n t bureaucracy than the 
S ta lin is ts . The H illm a n ite s  are 
p a rt o f the labor bureaucracy d i­
re c tly  representing the in terests 
o f the Am erican bourgeois demo­
crats, spec ifica lly  the Roosevelt 
adm in is tra tion . The S ta lin is ts , as 
the H illm a n ite s  are w e ll aware, 
are the agents o f the K re m lin  
bureaucracy. W ith in  the lim its  of 
th is  d iffe rence in  bureaucratic 
loya lties, the H illm a n ite s  con ti­
nue to be w a ry  o f any too close 
ties w ith  the S ta lin is ts .

F o r th e ir  pa rt, the S ta lin is ts  
w a n t to ga in  as much union in ­
fluence as they can, w ith in  the 
fram ew ork  o f th e ir  p o lit ic a l un i- 
ity  w ith  the H illm a n ite s  on the 
w a r question. B u t the H illm a n ­
ites bold the whip-hand. I t  is 
they who have the “ in ”  w ith  the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion , and 
they w i l l  no t p e rm it the S ta lin is ts  
to approach the ad m in is tra tion  
except through the H illm a n ite  
p ipe-line.

The S ta lin is ts  are w ill in g  to 
pay any price in  s e rv ility  and 
treachery to the w orkers fo r  a 
bloc w ith  H illm a n . T h a t is c lear­
ly  indicated by the actions a t the 
IU M S W  convention and the D a ily  
W orke r’s response to  them. H i l l ­
m an’s p rogram  includes concrete­
ly  a red -ba iting  a ttack  on a ll m i­
l i ta n t  and progressive elements 
in  the labo r movem ent. “ Deplore”  
as they m ight (h is red-ba iting — 
and i t  is m ere ly  to save th e ir  
own organ iza tiona l hides tha t 
they do so —  the S ta lin is ts  can­
no t escape the resp on s ib ility  fo r  
defending and endorsing H i l l ­
m an’s basic po litica l policies, 
whose inev itab le  consequences 
are ju s t as vicious a n ti- la b o r tac­
tics as red-baiting,

cahoots w ith  forem en, would “ ask 
w o rke rs " to jo in  A irc ra ft .  “ They 
would go around on company 
tim e and sign up members,”  he 
added. Company cops threatened 
to tu rn  him  in  to the personnel 
m anager i f  he d is tribu ted  CIO 
lite ra tu re  on company p rope rty  
and the personal m anager asked 
him  to tu rn  his lite ra tu re  over 
to him  fo r  “ safe keeping.”

Em anuel F rie d  to ld  o f a fo re ­
m an’s th re a t to “ f ix  me good i f  
I  d idn ’t  take o f f  m y CIO bu tton .”

S tan ley Swiezek te s tifie d  to 
“ seeing forem en and leadmen 
sign up the new w orkers who 
ju s t  came in  the p la n t.”

Num erous o ther w orkers took 
the stand and repeated stories in 
the same vein, p ro v in g  conclus­
ive ly  th a t the company worked 
hand-in-glove w ith  The A irc ra ft .

H A M IL T O N ’S
T E S T IM O N Y

The rea l h lo w o ff came when 
H a m ilton  was p u t on the stand. 
A  suave and shrewd law yer, he 
traced the h is to ry  o f the company 
union, te ll in g  how i t  was form ed 
in 1934 du rin g  a s tr ik e  o f the 
w orkers under the A F L , how the 
company agreed lo  “ s p lit the p ro f­
its  w ith  the w orkers,”  o f how 
“ The A ir c ra f t  s trove fo r  co-op­
era tion w ith  the corpora tion  from  
its  found ing .”  H is tes tim ony so 
compromised the company and its  
union th a t he had to be th row n 
to the wolves the next day.

F o llow ing  H am ilton , J. E. A l-  
derniann, who has been the secre­
ta ry -tre a s u re r o f the company 
union since its  inception, was put

A fte r  S lurring SIU Strike As 'F lukey ' 
Forced To Condemn M a ritim e  Commission

Stalinist stooge Joseph Curran’s National Maritime Union I 
organ, The Pilot, on September 19 called the Seafarers Interna- ! 
lional Union's strike of 25 ships over the war bonus question, 1 
' flukey'’ and a “ bum beef,”  when the SIU rejected a Maritime ) 
Commission demand for compulsory arbitration. The SIU de­
bated the Maritime Commission.

1 he N M U rank and tile didn t think this was a "bum beef.”  
Throughout ihe strike, the N M U  men displayed complete solid- 
a r ity w ith  the SIU strikers, respected the picket lines, and some 
N M U  men even jo ined th e jfic ke C * -----
lines. M a ritim e  Commission, w ith  which

Under pressure o f his own rank he hud h ith c rt0  attem pted to p lay 
and file, C urran had to tack in
a d iffe re n t d irection , and fin a lly  
w ired A d m ira l Land th a t “ we 
hold M a ritim e  Commission is re- 
sponsibile fo r present s itua tion , 
based on its  continuous in te r fe r ­
ence w ith  co llective barga in ing 
rig 'hts o f seamen since its  incep­
tio n .”

T h is  a ttack  by C urran on the

ball, did no t f lo w  fro m  some sud­
den fee ling  o f genuine so lid a rity  
w ith  the S IU  s tr ike rs .

I t  was the re su lt o f his need 
to save face w ith  his own mem­
bership, who have ju s t  been g iven 
the ir -own taste o f w ha t the gov­
ernm ent and shipowners have

on the stand. L ike  a ty p ic a l Ju ­
das-goat, he to ld  o f how the 
scabs, w ith  h im se lf as a leader, 
organized the company union 
w h ile the 1934 s tr ik e  was in p rog­
ress. H am ilton , A lderm ann and 
Glenn W itte r , an inspector a t the 
p la n t m et “ on company p ro p e rty ”  
and sta rted  the fake  union.

A t  th is  m eeting they dished out 
the officers post to each o ther — 
W itte r  becoming P resident and 
A lderm ann secre ta ry-treasurer.

Since then W it te r  has been re ­
warded w ith  an executive post in 
the company set-up and has le ft  
The A irc ra ft .

BOSSES F IN A N C E D  
T H E  A IR C R A F T

The h ig h lig h ts  o f his testim ony 
were th a t Ralpn S. Damon, vice- 
president o f C u rtis s -W rig h t in 
1935, “ con tribu ted $1000 to help 
the union meet its  operating- de f­
ic i t ”  and th a t the company g ra n t­
ed "re cogn itio n  to  The A irc ra ft  
on A ug us t 8, 1934, bu t ‘w eren’t  
very keen about i t . ’ ”

Such testim ony ju s t about tore 
the la s t ve il o f f  the fake union 
and som eth ing desperate had to 
be done. The company and its  
stooges were no t slow in  re a liz ­
ing  i t  too. The fo llo w in g  day, Leo- 
K riegbaum , the shrewd and cha r­
acterless president o f The A i r ­
c ra f t  “ rocked”  the hearing  w ith  
the announcement th a t H am ilton  
was f ire d  and th a t A lderm ann 
would not he a candidate fo r  o f ­
fice when his term  expires "be­
cause o f i l l  hea lth .”

K R IE G M A N ’S
W H IT E W A S H

H a m ilton  was fire d , according 
to K riegbaum , because “ H is tes­
tim on y  a t th is  t r ia l has a t las t 
shown c le a rly  the d iffe rence  of 
op in ion between the A ir c r a f t  and 
M r. H am ilton , and the Council of 
the A ir c ra f t  now is convinced 
th a t M r. H a m ilton  can be o f no 
fu r th e r  service to th is  union, and 
th a t his presence as counsel is, 
in fac t, o f rea l harm  to  The A ir ­
c ra ft .”  A f te r  H a m ilton  was 
“ fired ,”  he bowed to  his “ ex-boss”  
and said, “ I  believe in The A i r ­
c ra ft. I  believe in  its  u ltim a te  
success and I  w i l l  do eve ry th ing  
in il iy  power personally to assure

its  success.
F o llo w in g  th is  episode K r ie g ­

baum issued a sta tem ent to the 
press, in  which he tr ie d  to w h ite ­
wash the tes tim ony g iven a t the 
hearing. “ In  th is  c u rre n t t r ia l 
before the N R LB , tes tim ony has 
been g iven about the ea rly  h is ­
to ry  o f the un ion, and its  opera­
tion , th a t shows a fundam enta l 
d iffe rence o f a tt itu d e  between 
The A ir c ra f t  and its  opera tion in 
those ea rly  years and The A i r ­
c ra ft  o f today. I t  appears th a t 
the union in  its  fo rm a tiv e  years 
co-operated w ith  the m anagem ent 
and was no t m il ita n t  in  the sense 
th a t i t  is today and the Council 
o f the A ir c ra f t  m ust take the po­
s ition  th a t w h a t was done then 
was out o f harm ony w ith  The 
A ir c ra f t  o f today.”  K riegbaum  
m ay enjoy posing as an innocent I gum ent s im ila r 
lam b who is ju s t d iscovering the | helped

been t ry in g  to  p u t over on the 
S IU .

The N M U  o ffic ia ls  have been 
t ry in g  to ge t im m ediate bonus in ­
creases fo r seamen on the run  in to  
Iceland w aters d u rin g  the new 
con tra c t negotia tions. The Ice ­
land w a te rs  are c e rta in ly  in  the 
“ w ar zone,”  p a r tic u la r ly  since a 
whole series o f s ink ings there 
have fo llow ed on Roosevelt’s 
“ shoot on s ig h t”  order.

F rank  J. T ay lo r, president o f 
the Am erican M erchan t M arine  
In s titu te , w ith  wh ich the N M U  
o ffic ia ls  were ne go tia ting , on 
September 16 in fo rm ed the N M U  
th a t the question o f Iceland w a r 
bonuses would have to  be held in 
abeyance pending the “ general 
negotia tions on bonuses.”

T h is  was p rec ise ly  the answer 
the S IU  had received fro m  the 
shipowners and M a ritim e  Com­
mission when the S IU  demanded 
im m ediate nego tia tions fo r  bo­
nuses on the C arribean runs.

A t  the conference in  W ash ing­
ton e a rly  in September, C urran 
had helped to- sabotage jo in t  
union negotia tions w ith  the sh ip­
owners in  W ashing ton, held a t 
the demand o f the S IU  to settle  
the bonus question, when he 
agreed to an inde fin ite  postpone­
ment o f the nego tia tions a t the 
bosses’ request. The shipowners, 
a t th a t tim e, had raised the a r ­
gum ent th a t C u rran ’s w ith d ra w a l 
from  the nego tia tions made i t  im ­
possible fo r  them  to  negotiate 
w ith  the S IU  because they w a n t­
ed the question settled on an “ in ­
dustry -w ide  basis.”

N ow  th a t C urran, under pres­
sure fro m  the N M U  ran k  and file , 
is forced to  demand settlem ent 
on the Iceland w a r bonus ques­
tion, he runs up aga ins t an a r- 

to the one he

rea l s to ry , but he cannot hope to 
foo l anyone.

IM P O R T A N C E  OF 
O R G A N IZ IN G  CU RTISS

The U A W -C IO  is now getting- 
down to  business to  c a rry  ou t in ­
s tructions o f its  la s t convention 
and organize the a irc ra f t  indus­
try .  B u ffa lo  is one o f the m ost 
im p o rta n t centers o f the in du s try  
in the cou n try  and by next June 
w il l  have ap p ro x im a te ly  45,000 to 
50,000 w orkers  in  the C urtiss  and 
B ell p lan ts alone. O rgan izers are 
s ta r t in g  to pour in to  tow n and 
an a ll-o u t d rive  is being staged 
a t C urtiss as an opening step.

In  order to  break th is , one of 
the few  rem a in ing  strongholds of 
com pany-union ism  in  the U n ited 
States, a ll the U A W  forces m ust 
be m obilized. Jus t as F ord  was 
no pushover, so w i l l  C u rtiss  be a 
tough n u t to- crack. The plants 
are flooded w ith  a la rge num ber 
o f schoolboys who are devoid of 
any tra d it io n  o f trade-un ion ism  
and are m aking a week’s pay fo r  
the f i r s t  tim e  in  th e ir  lives. To 
overcome th is  obstacle, the C u r­
tiss w orkers themselves m ust he 
involved in  the w o rk  o f o rgan iza­
tion .

A  union tha t has b rough t Gen­
era l M otors, Ford, C hrys le r, and 
the o ther auto barons to th e ir  
knees w ill,  no doubt, also o rgan­
ize Curtiss.

NEWARK DEFENSE COMMITTEE HOLDS 
SUCCESSFUL BANQUET FOR 29

NEW ARK. N. J., Sept. 28. — A highly successful banquet 
and reception for the 29 defendants in the Minneapolis "sedi­
tious conspiracy” case was held by the Newark C iv il Rights 
Defense Committee last night. The affa ir was attended by close 
to 100 people, most of them active trade unionists in locals which 
have expressed their moral and Financial support of the Commit­
tee’s work.

The main speeches of the affa ir were delivered by two of 
the defendants, James P. Cannon, national secretary of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , and F e lix *
M orrow , ed ito r o f T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T , both o f whom  were w a rm ­
ly  greeted by the w orkers pres­
ent.

Cannon denounced the prosecu­
tion  as an a tte m p t to silence the 
voices o f the m il ita n t  a n ti-w a r 
f ig h te rs  and declared th a t the 
governm ent, pow erfu l and im pos­
ing  as i t  seemed, was by th is  t r ia l 
dem onstra ting  the desperation 
and in te rn a l weakness o f the sys­
tem  i t  represented. He said th a t 
the defendants would go bo ld ly 
in to  cou rt on October 20 because 
they knew th a t the fu tu re  was 
on th e ir  side and because they 
were heartened by the support of 
w orkers being gathered together 
th roughou t the coun try  in groups 
such as the N ew ark C iv il R ights 
Defense Com m ittee.

Felix Morrow traced the de-

1917, and paid tr ib u te  to- the he­
ro ic behavior o f Eugene V. Debs 
a t the tim e  o f h is t r ia l  by the 
governm ent on charges s im ila r  to 
those in -the  M inneapo lis  case. He 
said he

shipowners p u t over 
aga ins t the S IU  several weeks 
ago-.

C urran and the S ta lin is t leader­
ship o f the N M U  are caught in  
th e ir  own trap .

C urran, fo r  a l l his contem pt 
fo r  the ranks o f his union, dare 
no t go so fa r  as to  oppose the 
demand o f his own fo llow e rs  fo r  
increased bonuses on ships go ing  
to Iceland ports.

T ha t is w hy C urran, a fte r  seek­
ing  fa v o r w ith  the shipowners 
and M a ritim e  Commission, f in a l­
ly  had to pu b lic ly  endorse the po­
s itio n  o f the S IU . C urran  is more 
than w ill in g  to  toss the S IU  to 
the shipowners in  re tu rn  fo r  some 
special favo rs  fo r  h is own fo l­
lo w in g ; bu t the M a ritim e  Com­
mission isn ’t  w il l in g  to pay h im  
fo r  the d ir ty  job.

‘PRAVDA’ 
HIDES FACTS

(Continued f rom  page 1) 
believe Pravda, the dem otion o f 
Tim oshenko fro m  th is  post and 
the la t te r ’s replacem ent by S ta lin  
constitu ted an event o f “ w o rld  
h is to ric  im portance,”  a m a jo r v ic ­
to ry  fo r  the Soviet U n ion.

The o ffic ia l press was f ille d  
w ith  accounts o f mass meetings, 
fa c to ry  meetings, ga therings  o f 
troops a t the fro n t, etc., etc., —  
a ll o f them  “ spontaneous ou t­
bursts”  o f enthusiasm  in  celebra­
tion  o f th is  event. In  a lead ing 
ed ito ria l, Pravda s tru ck  the key­
note as fo llow s :

“ The appo in tm ent o f Comrade 
S ta lin  to the post o f People’s 
Com m issar fo r  Defense o f the 
USSR has in s tille d  fresh  v ig o r 
and courage in to  the hearts o f 
the w a rr io rs  o f the Red A rm y  and 
the Red N avy, in to  the hearts of

knew th a t the 29 defend- f ig h te rs  o f the m obilized

velopm ent o f tnc  case fro m  the 
beginn ing o f the f ig h t  between 
A F L  Team sters ch ie f, Tobin, and 
the m il ita n t  leaders o f Local 544 
in M inneapolis, show ing th a t th is  
f ig h t  over union po licy was a d i­
rect resu lt o f the Roosevelt w a r 
a d m in is tra tio n ’s moves to destroy 
the independence o f the labor 
movement.
O TH E R  S P E A K E R S

George Novack, na tiona l secre­
ta ry  o f the C iv il R ights  Defense 
Com m ittee, discussed the reac­
tio n a ry  laws under w h ich the de­
fendants were being prosecuted, 
and the w ork  o f the Com m ittee.

N a t J. H um phries, active in 
I la r le m  in a cam paign to fre e  so l­
diers who had been cou rt-m ar- 
tia lled  on fram ed-up and un ju s t 
charges in W orld  W a r I,  spoke 
o f the wave o f a n ti- la b o r perse­
cutions that swept the country in

ants would conduct themselves in 
cou rt ju s t  as c red itab ly  as Debs 
did, and th a t the w orkers  o f th is  
coun try  would not fo rg e t them  
or g ive up the s trugg le  to- free 
them  in  the event o f an adverse 
decision.

Bella Kussy, a m ember o f the 
W orkers Defense League N a tio n ­
al Executive Board, speaking fo r  
he rse lf as an ind iv idua l, attacked 
A tto rn e y  General B idd le ’s hypo­
c r it ic a l prom ises to  safeguard 
c iv il libe rties  and contrasted the 
behavior o f the D epartm ent o f 
Justice in  its  fa ilu re  to- in d ic t 
M ayo r Hague o f Jersey C ity  
a fte r  fo u r  years o f inves tiga tion  
and the speed w ith  w h ich i t  had 
indicted, a rra igned  and was now 
b rin g in g  the  29 defendants to 
t r ia l  in less than fo u r months.

Genora Johnson, a leading p a r­
tic ip a n t in the F lin t  auto s trikes 
o f 1937, made an appeal fo r  funds 
fo r  the Com m ittee and urged th a t 
workers jo in  i t  and help i t  in  its  
w o rk .

peo­
ples, in to  the hearts  o f m any 
thousands o f g u e rr illa s  now  f ig h t­
in g  he ro ica lly  in  the enemy’s 
rear, in to  the hearts o f w orkers, 
collective fa rm e rs  and in te lle c ­
tua ls  who are fo rg in g  v ic to ry  be­
h ind the lines and who are ready 
a t the f irs t  summons o f the pa r­
ty  and the G overnm ent to defend 
our fa the rlan d  arm s in hand.”  
(P ravda, J u ly  21.)

The g is t o f a ll the resolutions 
(unan im ously adopted) is : 
“ S ta lin  —  T h a t is V ic to ry !”  —  
“ W here S ta lin  Is, There Is V ic ­
to r y : ”  etc. (P ravda, Ju ly  21.) 

T h is  is the on ly  k ind  o f “ v ic ­
to ry ”  th a t S ta lin  has been able 
to score and Pravda has been able 
to repo rt. The g ravest defeats o f 
the Red A rm y  have been incurred 
since S ta lin  assumed the post o f 
Com m issar o f W a r and appointed 
h im se lf Com m ander-in-Chief.

(N o te : T h is  is the f i r s t  o f a 
series o f a rtic les  on current 
conditions in the Soviet Union 
by John G. W rig h t)

Curran Shifts Stand 
On SIU Strike Issue



By ALBERT PARKER

AFL Convention Coming
Tlu- Am erican Federation o f Labor w ill hold 

another annual convention next week in Seattle. 
N egro workers w i l l  look fo rw a rd  to- the occasion 
w ith  in te rest, i f  not much hope o f a n y th in g  im ­
p o rta n t happening there.

They know p re tty  w e ll w ha t to expect, under 
present conditions and w ith  the k ind  o f leader­
ship A F L  has today. On a ll union m atters, o f 
course, the convention w il l  take its  usual con­
serva tive position. On the war, i t  w il l come out 
100% fo r tile  Roosevelt w a r program .

And on the question o f Negro r ig h ts  in the 
labor movement, the c ra ft union convention w ill 
make its  usual evasions.

They w i l l  p e rm it A. P h ilip  Randolph, Negro 
leader o f the Brotherhood o f S leeping Car P o r­
ters, and a few  others to make some speeches 
demanding an end to Negro d isc rim in a tio n  in 
the A F L , and they w il l  p e rm it the in troduction  
o f reso lu tions advocating steps to provide equal 
r ig h ts  fo r  Negro w orkers —  bu t the Negro w ill 
s t i l l  be J im  Crowed by- a la rge section o f the 
A F L  a fte r  the convention is over.

They may pass a reso lu tion dep loring  d isc rim ­
ina tion  in indus try , as the recent New Y o rk  State 
Federation o f Labor convention did, bu t they 
themselves won’t  take a single step to help N e­
groes to get in to  factories or unions where they 
are now barred.

F o r the tru th  is th a t the fa t, w e ll paid heads 
o f the A F L  have no in te rest in the Negro w o rk ­
ers, any more than they have in  most unskilled- 
w orkers. And they w ill refuse to do- an y th in g  
th a t would b ring  a p ro test fro m  the li ly -w h ite  
leaders o f the southern unions —  ju s t as Roose­
v e lt refuses to do an y th ing  th a t would b ring  a 
p ro test from  the li ly -w h ite  po ll tax  po litic ians 
who run  the Dem ocratic p a rty  and eve ry th ing 
else in  the South.

A n in te res tin g  th in g  to note about th is  is 
tha t the c ra ft union heads use the same ex­
cuses tha t Roosevelt does in  ignoring, and 
fos te ring  J im  Crowism . .T h e  poll taxers 
screech about “ local autonom y”  and “ states 
r ig h ts ”  in  f ig h t in g  against an ti-lynch  b ills  
and an ti-p o ll tax  leg is la tion . And the w hite 
suprem acy gang in the A F L  also cries out 
about “ local autonom y”  and "th e  r ig h ts  of 
the ind iv idua l in te rna tiona ls  in opposing 
a ll reso lu tions and cons titu tiona l proposals 
to w ipe out Jim  Crowism  in the A F L .
These a ris tocra ts  o f the working- class w il l  not 

change the sections o f th e ir  cons titu tion  p ro v id ­
in g  fo r  equal trea tm en t o f a ll w orkers regardless 
o f race o r color, w h ich have been on the books 
fo r  decades, but ne ithe r they w ill change an y th in g  
else to p u t m eaning and li fe  in to  those words.

The Latest "S o lu tio n "
A fte r  P riva te  Ned Turm an was m urdered by 

a southern w h ite  MP a t F o r t B ragg  on A ugust 
6, an angry  pro test arose against the b ru ta l t re a t­
m ent o f Negroes in the A rm y . A ction  was prom ­
ised in  W ashington, especially by the Negro aide 
to  the Secretary o f W ar, Judge W illia m  IT. Ila s - 
tie. Last week, the action was fin a lly  taken, and 
announced by Hastie h im se lf in  the course o f a 

"eeh made a t the dedication o f a new A rm y  
recreation  camp fo r  Negroes a t Anacostia, D. C.

From  now on, says Hastie, there w ill be 
Negro MPs, or to be more accurate, there 
w ill be more Negro MPs. O nly th is  and no th ­
ing  more!
B y th is  I do not mean th a t we, who stand fo r  

eq ua lity  fo r  the Negroes, are opposed to having 
Negro MPs in the A rm y . O f course we Want to 
see Negroes have the r ig h t  to- hold any job from  
which they are barred. W e have no use fo r  
the Dem ocratic or Republican p a rty  which both 
be tray the Negro people every chance they got. 
B u t we stand fo r  the r ig h t  o f Negroes w ith in  
those parties to hold any post or office.

S im ila r ly  w ith  Negro MPs. W e do not sup­
p o rt the boss w ar nor do we support the boss 
a rm y. B u t we in s is t th a t every Negro in the 
a rm y  have the same r ig h ts  as w h ite  soldiers.

We do not oppose the appo in tm ent o f Negroes 
as MPs, bu t when anyone comes around and says 
th a t the appo intm ent o f Negroes as MPs is the 
so lu tion o f the problem  o f b ru ta l, d isc rim in a to ry  
trea tm ent o f the Negroes in the A rm y , then we 
can on ly say th a t he is a lia r  o r a foo l. And 
we would add th a t such a person is in fa vo r of 
appo in ting  Negros MPs not because he is in te r­
ested in g e ttin g  equal r ig h ts  fo r  Negroes to serve 
as MPs ju s t as w h ite  soldiers do, bu t because he 
is- in terested in  covering up and h id in g  and ex­
cusing the b ru ta l d isc rim ina tion  o f Negro sol­
diers.

In  the f i r s t  place, we w ill ask. w i l l  the Negro 
soldiers be any be tte r o f f  i f  they are beaten up 
and driven around by Negro MPs acting  on the 
in s tru c tion s  and orders o f N egro -ha ting  w h ite  o f­
ficers than i f  they are ill- tre a te d  by w h ite  MPs?

W ill those w h ite  MPs who- like  to m is trea t N e­
gro  soldiers act any d iffe re n tly  tow ard them  ju s t 
because there are more Negro MPs?

The tru th  is tha t the MPs are not the forces 
p r im a r ily  responsible fo r  th is  b ru ta lity  tow ard 
the Negro soldiers. They are on ly a sm all p a rt 
o f a b ig  system o f J im  Crow ism  in the armed 
forces fostered by the w a r adm in is tra tion .

As long as Roosevelt segregates the Negroes 
in the A rm y , backward w h ite  soldiers w i l l  be 
encouraged, even where they are not specifica l­
ly  advised, to  look down on the Negroes and 
consider them “ in fe r io r .”  T ha t is w ha t segrega­
tion  leads to inev itab ly .

When you stop to th in k  o f it, you can see th a t 
H astie  advises the use o f Negro MPs fo r  the 
same reason th a t he h im se lf is used in the W ar 
Departm ent. In  th is  Departm ent, he acts as the 
“ Negro fi-on t”  and gives a p ro tective  colora tion 
to- its  J im  Crow policies. Now he wants Negro 
MPs to p lay the same role fo r  the A rm y  itse lf.

The answer to J im  Crow b ru ta li ty  is the f ig h t 
fo r  m ixed reg im ents and an end to a ll form s; o f 
segregation. Th is means a fig h t no t on ly  aga inst 
Roosevelt bu t aga ipst Judases lik e  Judge Hastie.

Roosevelt and Neutrality
FDR Is Now Ready To Discard Legal Fiction O f Neutrality

Bv W A L T E R  LA N G

The Roosevelt administration, which has been neutral dur­
ing this war neither in word nor in deed, is moving rapidly to 
liquidate the last remnants of the legal fictions embodied in 
the Neutrality Act, signet! by Roosevelt in 1935, and revised 
in 1939 to include the “ cash-and-carry” provision.

The first formal step in this direction was made on Sep­
tember 25. with the introduction by Senator McKcllar of a 
reso lu tion  to repeal the A c t al-
together.

This move was foreshadowed 
by a press in te rv ie w  tw o days 
previously, in which Roosevelt de­
clared his in ten tion  o f securing 
drastic  m od ifica tion  o r o u trig h t 
repeal o f the N e u tra lity  A c t to 
p e rm it a rm in g  o f A m erican m er­
chant ships and the use o f ships 
under the A m erican f la g  to trans- 
no rt m ate ria ls  o f w a r to be llige r­
ents and to sail in  w ar zones 

i h ith e rto  p ro h ib ited  to Am erican 
ship t ra f f ic .

One day a fie r the in troduction  
o f the M c K c lla r reso lu tion. Col­
lie r ’s m agazine (O ctober 4 issue) 
appeared w ith  a w e ll-tim ed a r ­
tic le  by Roosevelt, dealing w ith  
his views on the en tire  question 
o f n e u tra lity .

In  th is  a rtic le , Roosevelt cyn­
ic a lly  re fe rs  to “ our so-called 
“ n e u tra lity  la w " and declares 
th a t:

“ A lthough  I  approved th is

leg is la tion  when i t  was passed 
o rig in a lly  and when it  was ex­
tended from  tim e  to  time, I 
have regretted my action ." 

R O O SEVELT “ R EG RETS”
This belated “ re g re t”  is as 

false as the pretense o f n e u tra l­
ity  which Roosevelt a ttem pted to 
convey p r io r  to the actual ou t­
break o f the present w a r and dur- 
ng its  ea rly  m onths.

F o r a t no tim e has the N e u tra l­
ity  A c t in te rfe red  w ith  Roose­
v e lt ’s w a r plans. Rather, up to 
’he present, the N e u tra lity  A c t 
has served a usefu l purpose to 
the p ro -w ar A d m in is tra tio n , by 
p rov id ing  a cloak o f peaceful in ­
ten t behind w h ich i t  m ig h t pur- 
ue its  w ar preparations.

To understand the true  role 
th a t the n e u tra lity  le g is la tio n  has 
Jayed in th is  sense, i t  is neces­

sary to review  the h is to ry  o f tha t 
leg is la tion  since 1935.

The outbreak o f the Ita lo -

'ISOLATIONISTS’ HIDE 
REAL CAUSE OF WAR
By Concealing Im pe ria lis t Character o f W ar, 
'Iso la tion is ts ' H inder Real A n ti-W a r F ight

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

Why is the American war party so intent on getting into 
the war — or to be more exact, for whose benefit does it want 
to get this country into rhe total war?

The ‘ isolationists”  and the war-mongers themselves both 
have answers to this question, and- both are false.

The “ isolationists” view was expressed by John T. Flynn, 
chairman of the New York chapter of the America First Com­
mittee, in a statement issued by him on Sept. 27. He declared 
that the United States is “ being *
prepared and' propagandized" to i th is  country, w i l l  emphasize the 
figh t “ E ngland’s’ ba ttle ." The j angle stressed by H illm a n , the 
U n ited  States is being urged, he i angle th a t th is  is a w a r program  
said, to f ig h t  “ no t her own bat-'- | j n the in terests o f the Am erican
tie, fo r  she is not m ixed up in 
th is, bu t E ng land ’s.”

A ccord ing to th is  v iew po in t, 
he Am erican im p e ria lis ts  are so 

concerned about p reserv ing the 
B rit is h  E m pire  th a t they th in k  
no th ing about spending 60 b i l­
lion do lla rs as a s ta rte r fo r  the 
wa r.

F lynn  thus p ic tures the A m e r­
ican cap ita lis ts  as a bunch of 
good-hearted fellows who help the 
B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  keep th e ir  con­
tro l o f a la rge section o f the 
world m arkets.

By pa in ting  up the Am erican 
bosses as a ltru is t ic  a lthough 
short-s igh ted people, F l y n n  
hides from  the masses the real 
reasons why Am erican ca p ita l­
ism is d r iv in g  tow ard w ar and 
aids in d iso rien ting  the w o rk ­
ers from  a successful f ig h t  
against war.

F lynn , i t  should be realized, is

people.
Both the “ iso la tion is ts ”  and the 

in te rven tion is ts  deceive the peo­
ple, each fo r  th e ir  own im m ediate 
ourposes. The ca p ita lis t class in 
th is  coun try  is not g e ttin g  ready 
to enter the w a r because i t  is 
worried about preserv ing the 
dom ination o f B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism over a la rge  p a rt o f the 
w orld  o r because i t  is concerned 
about the in te rests o f the A m e r­
ican people.

W H Y  U. S. BOSSES 
GO TO W A R

I t  is fo r  the pro tection  o f th e ir 
own p ro fits  and power th a t the 
Am erican bosses are f ig h tin g , not 
fo r  B r ita in ’s. I f  the w a r ends in 
a v ic to ry  fo r  A m erican -B ritish  
im peria lism  over German im pe­
ria lism , the a llied powers w il l  im ­
m ediate ly begin jockey ing  and 
f ig h t in g  fo r  con tro l o f the world.

i E th iop ian W ar aroused the fears 
I i f  the A m erican people th a t we 
I m igh t once more be dragged in to 

w a r by the methods o f 1917. The 
| people clamored fo r  re inforced 

n e u tra lity  leg is la tion . I t  was in 
j response to th is  overwhelm ing 
| mass sen tim ent th a t Congress 
■ was forced to enact, and Roose­
ve lt to sign, tlie  N e u tra lity  A n  
o f A ugust, 1935.

The ou tstand ing fea tu re  o f that 
A ct was a provis ion m aking i t  
un la w fu l to sell o r tra n s p o rt in ­
strum ents o r m ate ria ls  o f w a r to 
arty na tion designated as a be llig ­
erent by the President-.

F o r Roosevelt to say now th a t 
he “ reg re ts ”  his support fo r  the 
N e u tra lity  A c t is p la in  bunkum, 
lie  knows fu l l  w e ll he would 
never have been re-elected had 
he done otherwise.

F IR S T  STEP TO W A R
But, as soon as w a r appeared 

im m inent, in Ju ly  1939, Roose­
ve lt pro jected the idea o f repos i­
ng the arm s embargo section of 

the N e u tra lity  A c t as his f irs t 
move to w h itt le  away the entire  
act. He made his proposal to a 
m eeting in the W h ite  House o f 
Dem ocratic and Republican Con­
gressional leaders, who, however, 
hesitated to accept the idea o f the | 
tim e because o f the pow erfu l an­
t i-w a r sentim ent o f the voters.

I t  was not u n til November, 
1939, a fte r  w a r was actua lly  
rag in g  in  Europe, th a t Roose­
velt succeeded in p u ttin g  over 
th is  in it ia l step leading to war. 
He was able to achieve th is  
only by a rgu ing  tha t repeal of 
the arm s embargo was in the 
in te res t o f “ tru e  n e u tra lity .”  

Secretary o f State Cordell H u ll 
had presented th is  a rgum ent o f 
Roosevelt’s as ea rly  as M ay 27, 
1939, in a message to the Con- | 
grcssional com m ittees on in te rn a ­
tiona l a ffa irs , in which he urged 
the repeal o f the arm s embargo 
and the enactm ent o f the “ cash- 
an d -ca rry ”  law . H u ll stated:

“ The problem fo r  us is not 
whether we sha ll help any fo r ­
eign country or any group o f fo r ­
eign countries. N o r is i t  th a t o f 
passing judgm ent upon o r in te r­
fering- w ith  o ther peoples’ con­
troversies. Rather, i t  is th a t of 
so conducting our a ffa irs . . . tha t 
we sha ll not become parties to 
controversies. . . In te rn a tio n a l
law  requires th a t the domestic 
measures adopted by a neu tra l 
shall be im p a rtia lly  applied to the 
contending parties in  c o n flic t."

“ T R U E  N E U T R A L IT Y "
Senator B ark ley , ch ie f adm in­

is tra tio n  w h ip, in u rg in g  adop­
tion  o f the “ cash and c a rry ”  re­
vision o f the N e u tra lity  A c t de­
clared:

“ W hether i t  be wheat, o r corn, 
o r tobacco, o r shoes, or ty p e w r it­
ers or tanks. . . o r an y th in g  th a t 
can he recalled by m ind o f man, 
it  cannot be shipped to a b e llig ­
erent. na tion o r th rough  a danger 
zone anywhere in the w orld  in an 
Am erican ship. . . Because I w ant 
no w ar I am supporting  and p ro­
pose to vote fo r  a measure which

nvi/lves tlie  greatest sacrifice 
ever made by any na tion  in h is­
to ry  o f m ankind in order to avoid 
w ar.”

Roosevelt m ust ad m it even to ­
day th a t he was able to secure 
repeal o f the arm s embargo only 
by a rg u ing  th a t it  would strong ' l i ­
en n e u tra lity . Thus, in his Col­
lie r ’s a rtic le . Roosevelt states:

“ I recommend tha t, as steps 
tow ard rea l n e u tra lity  and toward 
prevention o f A m erican p a r tic i­
pation in t lie  w a r, leg is la tion  
should he adopted c a rry in g  out 
the ‘cash-and-carry ’ princip le , 
th a t is, p ro v id ing  th a t t i t le  to the 
merchandise should pass on de­
live ry  on th is  side o f the ocean, 
tha t i t  should be paid fo r  in cash 
by- the be llige ren t purchasing it, 
and it  should be carried away in 
the ships o f the be llige ren t a t its 
own risk . I  also recommend leg­
is la tion re s tr ic t in g  the e n try  of 
Am erican m erchant vessels in to 
w ar zones, p reven ting  Am erican 
Citizens fro m  tra v e lin g  on be llig ­
erent, vessels o r in danger areas, 
fo rb idd ing  w a r cred its  to be llig ­
erent nations, re g u la tin g  the co l­
lection o f funds in th is  country 
fo r  be lligents, and con tinu ing  the 
license system o f govern ing im ­
po rts  and exports o f arm s and 
am m unitions.”

I t  was on ly by surround ing  the 
repeal o f the arm s embargo by 
the “ cash-and-carry”  provisions 
and o ther measures supposed to 
safeguard aga inst “ incidents,”  
th a t Roosevelt was able to p u t 1 
over his f i r s t  fo rm a l move tow - i 
a id  p a rtic ip a tio n  in the war.

A t  th a t stage o f the game, 
“ cash-and-carry”  was a ll that. | 
Roosevelt could hope to get. 
O hly when the A llie s ’ cash was 
exhausted did he then propose 
to open the way fo r  credit, 
through the “ Lend-Lease" b ill 
passed in' M arch 1941.

Moreover, the supply o f w a r 
m ate ria ls  which the U n ited States 
a t th a t tim e could sell to the 
A llies  was lim ited . The “ cash- 
and -ca rry ”  measure, the re fore , 
sufficed fo r  the purpose o f m ak­
ing  these lim ite d  supplies a v a il­
able.
E V A D IN G  T H E  L A W

As fo r  the “ c a rry ”  pa rt o f the 
act. the A d m in is tra tio n  proceeded 
to v io la te  the law  as soon as it 
was passed. The U. S. M a ritim e  
Commission a t once approved the 
“ sale”  o f A m erican m erchant 
ships to dum m y “ fo re ig n ”  com­
panies, which operated these 
ships under “ fo re ig n ”  flags, such 
as Panama. N icaragua, etc. Even 
ships owned by the governm ent 
and operated by the U. S. M a ri­
tim e Commission evaded the re ­
s tric tion s  o f the N e u tra lity  A c t 
by th is  subterfuge.

A second means o f evading 1he 
in te n t o f the N e u tra lity  A c t was 
contained in the provis ion which 
gave the P resident a u th o r ity  to 
determ ine the zones in which Am -

'•■an ships m ig h t o r m ig h t not 
‘ ravel.

Thus, i t  has been possible fo r  
Roosevelt to con tinuously extend 
the sea areas in which Am erican

ships m ay trave l. The Red sea 
anci the waters around Greenland 
and Iceland, o r ig in a lly  declared 
w ar zones, are now open to A m ­
erican ships. By an “ in te rp re ta ­
tio n ”  o f the A tto rn e y  G eneral’s 
office on A ug ust 29, Am erican 
ships are now pe rm itted  to go 
to such key po ints of the B r it is h  
E m pire  as H ong Kong, Burm a 
and Suez, and to m ost of Ire land.

The grand s tra tegy  o f the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  has been 
to pave tlie  w ay g ra du a lly  fo r  
(he “ inc ident”  wh ich w ill lead to 
war. The character o f tha t “ in ­
cident”  is described by Roosevelt 
h im se lf in  his a rtic le :

“ The incidents lik e ly  to lead 
to w ar would not generally 
come from  the sale o f w a r sup­
plies in th is  country, but would 
be the loss o f Am erican ships 
or A m erican lives or Am erican 
p rope rty  w h ile  they were in 
neu tra l or combat areas of 
w a r.”

NO M O RE N E E D  
FOR L E G A L  P R E T E N S E

So long as it  was a question 
o f pa rtic ipa ting ; m ere ly  in d ire c t­
ly  in  the w ar. the legal fic tion s  
o f the N e u tra lity  A c t o ffe red no 
obstacles to the ad m in is tra tion . 
Indeed, these fic tio n s  were useful 
to lu ll the Am erican masses in to 
a false sense o f secu rity  rega rd ­
ing the dangers o f being dragged 
into- the w ar.

Now, however. Roosevelt wants 
to engage in the w a r in the d i­
rect sense, th a t is. th rough m il i­
ta ry  pa rtic ip a tion . He wishes, 
‘hcre fore, no t m ere ly  to c ircu m ­
vent the N e u tra lity  A c t, hu t to 
e lim ina te  the no longer useful 
pretense o f n e u tra lity .

To do th is, he m ust destroy the 
hist illu so ry  legal prop on which 
the masses have leaned in  th e ir  
be lie f tha t it would prevent A m ­
erican e n try  in to  the w ar. He 
m ust eradicate every obstacle 
which m ig h t delay speedy action 
once he decides to  take the ir re ­
vocable step to  w ar, a step he 
now contem plates tak ing .

For, in  concluding his C o llie r’s 
a rtic le , Roosevelt speaks in these 
foreboding words:

“ In te rn a tio n a l events have 
haopened so qu ick ly  w ith in  the 
last year, w ith in  the last few 
months, w ith in  the last few 
davs. th a t it  is impossible to 
fe ll exactly w hat the re la tio n ­
ship o f the U n ited  States and 
its  people to (h is w orld  con flic t 
w ill be next week, or tom orrow  
or, indeed, even before the ink 
on th is  page is d ried ."

I t  is possible to te ll. W ith  the 
repeal o f the N e u tra lity  A c t, or 
its  m a jo r sections, w ith  the sub­
sequent lega liza tion  o f the a rm ­
ing  o f Am erican m erchant ships 
and the use o f these ships to ca r­
ry  goods to be lligerents, there 
w ill s h o rtly  occur th a t " in c id e n t”  
which Roosevelt anticipates.

Thus, t lie  inev itab le  “ re la tio n ­
ship o f (he U n ited  States. . . to 
th is  w o rld  c o n flic t,”  as Roosevelt 
has planned i t  fro m  the ve ry  o u t­
set, w il l be war.

regarded as the representa tive  of 
the “ lib e ra l”  and “ progressive”  
w ing o f the com m ittee —  as dis­
tinguished fro m  the out-and-out 
big business spokesmen fo r  
“ W estern Hem isphere im p e ria l­
ism .”  The fa c t th a t he too cov­
ers up th is  fundam enta l question j 
is p roof th a t the A m erica F irs t 
Goimnitt.ee can never lead a sue 
eessful f ig h t  aga inst the w ar.

T H E  IN T E R V E N T IO N IS T  
L IN E

The in te rven tion is ts , on the 
o ther hand, ta k in g  th e ir  cue from  
the “ iso la tion is ts ,”  have begun to 
p lay down the “ aid B r ita in ”  an­
gle in th e ir  propaganda. As ex­
pressed by Sidney H illm a n , 
Roosevelt’s spokesman in the 
CIO, a t the convention o f the 
In d u s tr ia l Union of M arine and 
S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers  las t week, 
the new in te rv e n tio n is t fo rm u ­
la tion  goes like  th is :

“ Th is is our ba ttle . . . Le t us 
stop ta lk in g  about doing a ll th is 
to aid B r ita in . We are ac tua lly  
doing i t  to aid ourselves. A ship 
th a t you bu ild  b r in g in g  food to 
he children o f Eng land m ay pre­

vent you r own children from  
s ta rv in g  in some da rk  fu tu re . . .”

A nd’ from  now on, W ashington 
observers re p o rt, the ad m in is tra ­
tion , which has been closely fo l­
lo w in g  the various po lls taken in

The following letter was sent to the New York / ivies last *  
week by George Novack, Secretary of the C iv il Rights Defense j 
Committee which is rallying public support for the 2() members •. 
of the Socialist Workers Party and of Local 544-CIO who go 
on tria l in Minneapolis on October 20 in the government’s "se­
ditious conspiracy” case.

I t  adequately shows the wide breach between the fine sound- j 
ing liberal words uttered by Roosevelt's new Attorney-General 
Biddle in an- in te rv ie w  prin ted in

IN  P IT T S B U R G H
R E A D  T H E  M IL IT A N T  A T : 

H irs'ch’s Bonk Store, 1623 Cen- ’ 
t e r  Avenue

Rose Book Shop, 1332 - 5th 
Avenue

B U Y  T H E  M IL IT A N T  A T : 
B a rb e r Shop

426 E. Ohio S t., N o rth  Side 
In te rn a tio n a l La bo r Lyceum  

805: James St., N o r th  Side

the New Y ork  Times. September 
21. and tlie  renc; ionerv attacks he 
has led against c iv il libe rties  and 
labo r’s r ig h ts  in  recent months.

The fu l l  te x t o f Novack’s le tte r  
fo llow s:
C iv il R ights Defense Com m ittee 

160 F if th  Avenue 
New Y o rk , N. Y.

Sept.. 24, 1941.
To the E d ito r :
New Y ork  Times,
Times Square, X. Y. C.
Dear S ir:

In  a fea tu red in te rv ie w  in the 
New Y ork  T im es o f Sunday, Sep­
tem ber 21st, A tto rney-G enera l 
B iddle is quoted as say ing : ‘ In ­
so fa r as I  can, I  in tend to see 
th a t c iv il libe rties  in th is  coun­
t r y  are protected and we do not 
again fa ll in to  the d isgracefu l 
hys te ria  o f w itch -hun ts , s tr ik e ­
breakings and m in o r ity  persecu­
tions which were such a dark 
chapter in our record o f the last 
W orld  W ar.”

This declaration d ire c tly  con­
f lic ts  w ith  the prosecution in it ia ­

ted by the A tto rney-G enera l 
against the leaders o f Local 544- 
CIO, M o to r T ra n sp o rt and Indus­
t r ia l  W orkers, and the members 
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers P arty , 
who were indicted in M inneapolis 
on J u ly  15th, 1941 on charges 
o f “ consp iring  to ove rth row  the 
governm ent by armed force .”

The N a tiona l C IO , Labo r’s 
N on-P artisan League, the U n ited  
A u to  W orkers, the Am erican C iv ­
i l  L ibe rties  U nion, the N ation , 
the New Republic and o ther labor 
and lib e ra l spokesmen have con­
demned the governm ent action in 
th is  case as precise ly the k ind  o f 
‘w itch -hun t, s trike -b reak ings  and 

m in o r ity  persecutions”  A tto rn e y - 
General B iddle re fe rs  to.

On A ug ust 20th the Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion sent a . le t­
te r  o f p ro tes t to A tto rney-G en­
era l B iddle, ca llin g  upon the De­
pa rtm e n t o f Justice to dism iss 
th is  prosecution. T h is  le tte r  
states th a t the prosecution c lea r­
ly  in fr in g e s  upon c iv il liberties , 
th a t the sta tutes upon w h ich  the

ind ic tm ents res t are uncons titu ­
tiona l and th a t the A m erican C iv ­
il L ib e rtie s  U n ion is prepared, i f  
necessary, to tes t the cons titu ­
tio n a lity  o f the laws and -their 
app lica tion  to th is  set o f fac ts  in 
the Supreme C ourt. The le tte r  
also asserts th a t the re  was a 
“ gross im p ro p rie ty  on the pa rt 
o f the governm ent o ffic ia ls  in se­
cu ring  the ind ictm ents. . .”  in 
th a t “ the governm ent in jected i t ­
se lf into- an in te r-un ion  con tro ­
versy in order to prom ote the in ­
terests o f the one side w h ich sup­
ported the a d m in is tra tio n ’s fo r ­
eign and domestic po licy .”

A tto rney-G enera l B iddle has 
replied th a t the governm ent in ­
tends to go ahead w ith  the case. 
On September 11th Federal Judg'e 
Joyce overru led the dem urrers of 
the defendants and set t r ia l  fo r  
October 20th in M inneapolis.

Unless and u n t il the D e pa rt­
ment o f Justice drops its  prose­
cution in the M innesota ease, a ll 
o f A tto rney-G enera l B idd le ’s 
words rega rd ing  his desire to re ­
spect c iv il libe rtie s  w i l l  be viewed 
w ith  the u tm ost scepticism . P ro ­
secutions speak louder than 
promises.

Yours ve ry  tru ly ,  
GEORGE N O V A C K , 

Secretary'.

N ot the Bosses,
But the Workers 
W il l  Save the USSR

B y JA C K  W E B E R

W o rke rs  W ant to  A id  S ovie t U n io n
The w orkers everywhere in  Europe show by 

th e ir  actions th a t they are fa r  fro m  in d iffe re n t 
to the fa te  o f the USSR in the present s trugg le . 
Defense o f the Soviet Un ion has in i t  the posi­
tive  element o f a program  o f hope fo r  the fu tu re . 
D efeat o f H it le r  fo rm s on ly  the beginn ing o f such 
a program  —  because i t  s t i l l  leaves open the 
en tire  question o f the s trugg le  a t home a fte r 
such a defeat.

M eantim e the cap ita lis ts  in the a n t i-H it le r  
camp are u t il iz in g  the issue o f aid to Soviet Rus­
sia in th e ir  own w ay —  as is to he expected. Take 
the example o f Eng land. C h u rch ill is g re a tly  
pleased to p e rm it the w orkers to fee l a re a lly  
popu lar reason fo r  m a in ta in in g  na tiona l u n ity . 
Only recently there were s trikes  of E ng lish  w o rk ­
ers aga inst conditions and p a r tic u la r ly  against 
the long hears demanded o f them  in the factories. 
Now conies the issue o f aid to Soviet Russia, 
s tru g g lin g  he ro ica lly  aga inst the m ost po w erfu l 
a rm y in h is to ry . The Bevins and the M orrissons 
had no d iff ic u lty  a t a ll in  g e ttin g  C h u rch ill to 
endorse the idea o f a “ Tanks fo r  Russia”  week. 
I t  is reported, and no doubt w ith  tru th , th a t some 
workers gave up th e ir  vacations to boost produc­
tion  fo r  the sake o f having more tanks reach 
the Red A rm y . P roduction o f  m un itions reached 
unprecedented heights.

The enthusiasm  o f the B r it is h  w orkers fo r  the 
cause o f the Rod A rm y  ce rta in ly  does c red it to 
th e ir  in te lligence. The in s tin c t o f the w o rk in g  
class in  th is  issue should serve as a rea l lesson 
to those pseudo-revo lu tion ists who te ll the w o rld  
th a t they are qu ite  in d iffe re n t as to who w ins 
the v ic to ry  in the w a r between G erm any and Rus­
sia. These people used to challenge us to exp la in  
to w orkers th a t there is a d iffe rence between 
S ta lin  and the Soviet Union. B y th e ir  actions a ll 
over Europe, w orkers are show ing how w e ll they 
do understand precisely th is  g rea t d iffe rence.

B u t i t  is un fo rtuna te  th a t th is  p o lit ic a l in te L  
ligence does not extend s t i l l  fu r th e r. In  the f irs t  
place, tlie  w orkers can never have assurance, so 
long as the ca p ita lis t class re ta ins its  power, th a t 
the aid- w h ich the w orkers con tribu te  w illin g ly  
w ill ever ac tu a lly  reach the Red A rm y . A id  w i l l  
be sent on ly  so long as i t  su its  the Roosevelts and 
C hurch ills  to keep sending it .  I t  appears now 
th a t even the “ Tanks fo r  Russia”  week had a 
catch in i t  th a t the w orkers did not appreciate 
t i l l  i t  was a ll over. Then i t  was expla ined th a t 
o f course not a ll the d iffe re n t tanks and m u n i­
tions produced could be used by the Red A rm y ; 
O nly certa in  sizes would be sent, and the fu l l  
production o f tanks would be credited to  Russia 
fo r  fu tu re , de live ry. In  the same way we hear 
on th is  side th a t Roosevelt is m ost anxious to. 
send help —  but, he pretends, the Russians w on’t  
en ligh ten  him  as to w ha t they re a lly  need.

ITow to  Assure A id  to  the USSR
The w orkers can assure aid to Russia— besides 

m aking absolute ly  sure o f the  defeat o f a ll fo rm s 
o f fascism  everywhere— on ly  by having complete 
contro l over the sending o f aid. T ha t moans not 
suppo rting  C h urch ill and' Roosevelt in  a na tiona l' 
u n ity  which leaves power in the hands o f these 
ca p ita lis t leaders, bu t the estab lish ing o f a p ro ­
le ta ria n  u n ity  which would take the power o f 
the state in to the w orkers ' own hands and p e rm it 
the w orkers to d ic ta te  a ll p o lit ic a l policies o f the 
nation.

This question o f p o lit ic a l power is ta k in g  on 
the m ost fundam enta l im portance in  Europe, 
where the masses o f a ll the countries under the 
heel o f German and Ita lia n  fascism  are seething 
w ith  revo lt. I t  can be said w ith  the utm ost cer­
ta in ty  th a t i f  these masses place themselves be­
hind a leadership o f pe tty-bourgeo is or bourgeois 
elements whose aim  i t  is to  restore the nation 
as i t  existed ju s t before the w a r, then the to ile rs  
w ill be betrayed in to  t lie  hands o f the self-same 
oppressors whose ru le  today makes fascism  in ­
evitable. The defeat o f the c a p ita lis t na tion  by 
H it le r  has weakened the na tive  c a p ita lis t m as­
ters. The masses m ust take fu l l  advantage o f  th is  

itua tion . They m ust combine the s tru g g le  to 
break the chains o f the German oppressor w ith  
the s trugg le  to th ro w  o f f  the. na tiona l c a p ita lis t 
yoke as w e ll. T h is  combined s trugg le  is pe rfe c tly  
possible. I t  is the on ly road to sa lva tion  fo r  
Europe and fo r  the en tire  c iv ilized  w orld  today.

The same pseudo-revo lu tionists-w ho can see no 
d iffe rence between v ic to ry  fo r  H it le r  and a v ic ­
to ry  fo r  S ta lin  in the w a r also deride the idea 
o f a sim ultaneous s trugg le  to  defeat fascism  and: 
to ove rth row  cap ita lism  in order to  replace i t  
w ith  socialism . P recisely th is  s im ultaneous s tru g ­
gle. however, is the inevitab le  necessity o f the 
en tire  European state o f a ffa irs  today. M ere ly  
to speak o f de feat o f H it le r  would lead to social- 
p a trio tism . M ere ly to speak o f w a g in g  the class 
s trugg le  aga inst the na tive  bourgeoisie reg a rd ­
less o f possible defeat by German fascism , is to 
ignore the meaning, o f-fasc ism  which would w ipe 
out the revo lu tion is ts  who m ig h t a tte m p t to over­
th row  o f the na tive  cap ita lis ts- a fte r  th e ir  de­
fe a t by H itle r .  The so lu tion  to  th is  desperate 
s itua tion  is not the choice o f any lesser ev il—  
support o f the "dem ocra tic ”  bourgeoisie aga inst 
H it le r— but a sim ultaneous s trugg le  aga inst both.
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Defense Committee Secretary Shows 
Biddle's Words Contradict His Acts

w ith  each try ing- a t the o ther’s 
expense to recoup the losses cre­
ated by the w ar. B r ita in -  d idn ’t  
give A m erica bases to which i t  
had c lung fo r  so long a tim e  out 
o f good w ill,  bu t because A m e r­
ica, looking, ahead o f the post- 
W orld  W ar I I  period, demanded 
them  as a price fo r  collabora tion 
against H itle r .

The present w o rld  w a r is a con­
tinu a tio n  o f the f irs t  w o rld  war. 
and an inevitab le  ou tg row th  of 
he r iv a lr y  th a t existed among 

the b ig  im p e ria lis t powers in the 
'- r in d  between the tw o wars. And 
the second w orld  w a r w i l l  be only 
a prelude to a th ird  and a fo u rth , 
so long as the im p e ria lis ts  con­
tro l the m a jo r nations and de­
term ine th e ir  policies.

Roosevelt goes to w a r not be­
cause he is “ p ro -B r it is h ”  bu t be­
cause he is “ pro -A m erican im - 
n c ria lism ”  —  ju s t as H it le r  goes 
‘ n w a r no t because he is “ an ti- 
B r it is h ”  bu t because he is “ pro- 
German im peria lism .”

The w ay to f ig h t  against w a r 
is to exnose and f ig h t  against the 
cause o f w ar. The “ iso la tion is ts ”  
cannot wage such a fig h t because 
they are no t opposed to  cause of 
war. O nly the a n ti-c a p ita lis t f o r ­
ces can lead a successful strugg le 
to end war.
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T o  defend the USSR as the m ain  

fortress o f the world pro letariat, 

against all assaults o f world im perial* 

ism and o f in ternal counter-revolution, 

is the most im portant duty o f every 

class conscious w orker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JO IN  US IN  F IG H T IN G  FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the government, hut under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2 . Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers  
drafted into the arm y.

3 . Fu ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down  
with Jim  Crow-ism everywhere.

4 . A peoples’ referendum  on any and all 
wars.

5. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of a ll war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

6. For a rising scale o f wages to meet the 
rising cost o f living.

7. W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

9 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

Stalin’s Policies Made 
Disasters Possible

During the first war of capitalist intervention 
against the Soviet Union, from 1918 to 1920, the 
first workers state defeated the combined assault 
of the capitalist world.

The Soviet Union was saved in 1918-1920, not 
only by the Red Army, created by the revolution­
ary methods of Lenin and Trotsky, but above all 
by the aid of the international working class, in­
voked by the leaders of the October Revolution.

It was the revolutions and class struggles of the 
European masses, throwing deadly fear into the 
ruling classes of the interventionist nations, 
which forced the imperialist leaders to withdraw 
their armies from the Soviet Union.

Today, however, the methods successfully em­
ployed by Lenin and Trotsky are not being used.

Not a line, not a word has issued from the Sta­
linist government, since H itle r’s assault began on 
the Soviet Union, in appeal to the international 
working class, to the ideas of revolutionary social­
ism, to the traditions of the October Revolution. 
The Communist International has maintained an 
unbroken silence.

Stalin’s speech of July 3, during the second week 
of the invasion, keynoted the fundamental policy 
which has brought the USSR today to the very 
brink of catastrophe.

How does Stalin appeal to the masses of Europe 
and the world in this speech?

"Our war for freedom of our country w ill merge 
with the struggle of the peoples of Europe and 
America for their independence, for democratic 
liberties.”

Not socialism, not freedom from capitalist op­
pression, but the vague abstractions of "independ­
ence” and "democratic liberties,”  the empty phrases 
of bourgeois democratic demagogy, is all that Sta­
lin offers the masses of Europe and Germany.

And how to achieve even this? Under the ban­
ner of Churchill and Roosevelt!

Stalin shuns the methods of proletarian revolu­
tion, the creation of workers’ power.

The "true” defense of the Soviet Union, accord­
ing to Stalin, rests with the democratic capitalist 
rulers.

"In  this connection,”  he states with lavish syco­
phancy in his speech, "the historic utterance of 
British Prime Minister Churchill regarding aid to 
the Soviet Union and the declaration of the United 
States Government signifying readiness to render 
aid to our country, which can only evoke a feel­
ing of gratitude in the hearts of the peoples of 
the Soviet Union, are fu lly  comprehensible and 
symptomatic.”

During the first weeks of the Soviet-Nazi war,

some pretense was made of appealing directly to 
the German workers and soldiers through leaflets 
and manifestoes. An example of this "appeal” is 
a leaflet allegedly issued to the German troops, re­
produced in the D aily Worker, July 3, which 
states:

“ German soldiers! H itler promised the German 
people peace and instead brought them endless 
slaughter.

"Put an end to this dishonorable war! Come over 
to our side!”

But what does Stalin offer on “ our” side? Noth­
ing. There is no word that "our” side w ill aid 
the German workers in a fight for Socialism, that 
it w ill guarantee that, if  H itler is defeated, there 
w ill be no repetition of the monstrous impositions 
of the "peace” of Versailles.

Not even to the masses of the Soviet Union 
has the Stalinist bureaucracy issued a revolution­
ary appeal.

They have not been asked by Stalin to fight in 
defense of socialism, of nationalized property, of 
the glorious traditions of the October Revolution. 
Stalin appeals only to the reactionary traditions 
of Czarist Russia.

"Everybody knows how valiantly the Russians 
fought during the battle on the ice of Peipus Lake, 
April 5, 1242, when the Knights of the Teutonic 
Order were routed — the distant predecessors of 
today’s fascists,”  relates the D aily  Worker, June 
25.

"The whole world knows of the splendid his­
torical victory of the Russians and their allies — 
the Poles and Lithuanians — near Tannenberg in 
the fifteenth century, in July 1410. . . In the 16th 
century, the troops of Ivan, the Terrible, routed 
the German invaders in the Baltic. . says the 
D aily  Worker, June 26.

The ' A id '  Stalin Seeks
Instead of calling on the international working 

class, the Stalinists are depending on aid from 
Great Britain and the United States as the sole 
means of saving the Soviet Union. W ithout such 
aid, they indicate, the Soviet Union is doomed 
to defeat.

This was expressed in the D aily  Worker, Sep­
tember 30, as follow's:

" I f  there is any slackness or reservation in Am­
erica’s collaboration with the Red Army, it is 
absolutely inezdtable that we (the United States 
government) shall have to confront the Nazi ag­
gressors face to face under conditions far more 
disadvantageous to us.”

These "conditions far more disadvantageous to 
us”  which American imperialism w ill "inevitably” 
have to face if  it does not come to the aid of the 
Soviet Union can only mean the defeat and de­
struction of the Soviet Union.

This theme has been insistently repeated in the 
D aily  Worker for the past two w'eeks.

On September 20, for example, it featured a 
dispatch from London quoting "unimpeachable 
sources”  to the effect "that the amount of war 
materials Britain and the United States would be 
able to put on the Soviet firing  line in the next 
six months might mean the difference between vic­
tory and defeat. .

Even the Stalinists, however, are forced to ad­
m it that the possibility of the Allied imperialists 
complying with the requests of the Kremlin is an 
exceedingly slim one.

"W hat has America done to protect itself? Trag­
ically little. While the Red Army, for example, 
has lost 7,000 planes in its stubborn resistance, the 
United States has sent, according to the rumors, 
only 300. Other aid has been a trickle,”  laments 
the Daily Worker, September 20.

And on September 18, the D aily  Worker com­
plains:

"But it is strange that the Government should 
feel so tim id about financial aid to the Soviet 
Union. Its spokesmen hem and haw, while Presi­
dent Roosevelt himself seems anxious to placate 
the appeaser gang by omitting the Soviet Union 
from the lend-lease bill. . . It is odd that lease- 
lend resources, which are dedicated solely to help­
ing the fight against Hitler, should be kept from 
the Red Arm y when it is locked in battle with 
the Nazi hordes.”

Strange? Odd? It is no stranger and odder 
than the fantastic notion of the Kremlin that the 
capitalist ruling classes of Great Britain and the 
United States in any way desire to see the Soviet 
Union survive this war.

What defense of the Soviet Union does Stalin 
propose if  the "support” from the "democracies” 
does not come?

Stalin has nothing to offer in that eventuality. 
For the sake of this nebulous "democratic aid” he 
has long since repudiated the international work­
ing class, the only reliable ally of the Soviet Union.

Thus, Stalin’s policy has brought the Soviet 
Union to its darkest hour. The thin reed of B rit­
ish and American imperialist "aid,”  on which Sta­
lin has leaned for "defense” , of the Soviet Union, 
is bent to the very ground.

To have placed dependence on such "a id ” was 
imbecilic from the beginning. The "promises” of 
a capitalist Churchill or Roosevelt should have 
been discounted from the very start. Only a Sta­
lin, alienated from every conception of the class 
struggle, could have considered these "promises” 
worth so much as a pinch of salt.

It is Stalin’s crim inally blind policy of putting 
all faith in the "democratic” class enemies of the 
Soviet Union which is solely responsible for the 
terrible blows which the Soviet Union is now suf­
fering.

Boss Patriotism Wilts 
At Idea Of 6% Profits
M orgenthau 's  P ro fit L im ita tio n  Proposal, W h ile  O nly A  Gesture, 
Enrages Bosses, W ho W a n t "C e ilin g s "  O nly On W orkers ' W ages

By DON DORE
Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau's recent proposal that 

corporation profits be limited by taxation to six per cent acted 
on the patriotic lustre of the capitalists like acid and fake gold.

Those same boss-class politicians on newspapers which 
have been clamoring for wage "ceilings” burst forth into shouts 
of indignation at the idea of a six per cent “ ceiling” on war 
profits.

The New York Times, which is never at a loss for patriotic
ju s tifica tio ns  fo r  p u ttin g  th e * ' 
screws on the w orkers, on Sep­
tem ber 26 procla im ed ed ito ria lly  
o f the M orgenthau proposal:

“ T h is  proposal would no t mere­
ly  be v io le n tly  d is rup tive  o f the 
norm al w ork ings o f ou r economic 
system, bu t i t  would d ire c tly  h in ­
der the successful prosecution oi 
the w a r.”

Embodied in  these words is the 
th re a t th a t the cap ita lis ts  w i l l  im ­
pede w a r production ra th e r than 
accept the m ild  lim ita t io n  on 
p ro fits  w h ich M orgenthau sug­
gested.

O f course, no t a ll the cap ita lis t 
reaction to  th is  proposal is sc 
crude ly revea ling  o f how closely 
linked the p ro f i t  m otive is to the 
p a trio tism  o f the ru lin g  class.

A  cleverer a rgum ent which the 
Congressmen and po litic ians  have 
h it  upon to  oppose the M orgen­
thau idea is th a t i t  would h u rt 
the “ sm a ll”  corporations.

T h is  sudden solic itude fo r  the 
“ sm a ll”  corpora tions w i l l  deceive 
on ly  the m ost gu llib le . No such 
concern has been shown fo r  the 
thousands o f sm all companies 
which are being driven to  the w a ll 
by the b ig  monopolies, th rough  
th e ir  con tro l o f p r io r it ie s  m ate­
r ia ls  and the a lloca tion  o f w a r 
orders.

W H Y  M O R G E N T H A U  M A D E  
T H IS  PRO PO SAL NO W

W hy has the A dm in is tra tion , 
th rough M orgenthau, p u t fo r th  
th is  re la tiv e ly  “ rad ica l”  tax  p ro­
posal a t th is  tim e?  Jus t a few  
weeks ago, Congress passed and 
Roosevelt signed a huge tax  b ill 
which pe rm itted  the b ig  corpora­
tions to escape v ir tu a lly  a ll ex­
cess p ro fits  taxes.

The A d m in is tra tio n  can no 
longer avoid responding to  the 
r is in g  mass rese n tm en t. a t the 
flood o f p ro fits  which the big 
corpora tions are m ilk in g  ou t o f 
the w a r e ffo r t.  And i t  m ust make 
some gesture to  reconcile the 
masses to the ta x  ex to rtio n  rep­
resented by the recent ta x  b ill.

Roosevelt and M orgenthau re ­
alize th a t i f  fu r th e r  and greater 
taxes are to be imposed on the 
masses, as they intend, they can­
not do so except by m aking the 
pretence o f fo rc in g  the big  cap i­

ta lis ts  to pay th e ir  “ shai'e”  ol 
taxes.

The cap ita lis ts , whose p a tr io t­
ism never extends to  the bounda- 
ies o f th e ir  pocketbooks, neec 
ave no fears, however, th a t M or- 

genthau’s proposal is more than 
i pretense o f “ ta k in g  the p ro fits  
ju t  o f w a r.”

On September 29, M orgenthau 
hastened to reassure his ca p ita l­
is t constituency. H is  proposal, i f  
in troduced a t a ll, he declared, 
would no t be considered u n til 
sometime in 1942 and would in 
any event no t a ffe c t 1941 p ro fits .

The New Y o rk  T imes, Septem­
ber 30, re p o rtin g  th is  in te rv iew , 
throws a fu r th e r  l ig h t  on how 
seriously the A d m in is tra tio n  in ­
tends to press the s ix  per cent 
p ro fit lim ita t io n  idea, when i t  
states th a t: “ M r. M orgenthau
evaded queries w hether A dm in is ­
tra tio n  op in ion was so lid ly  behind 
h im  on the proposal. . .”

I t  was clear fro m  the manner 
in wh ich the proposal was f i r s t  
made th a t i t  was no t serious. 
M orgenthau did no t include th is  
“ rad ica l”  proposal in  his fo rm a l 
repo rt to  the House B ank ing  and 
Currency Com m ittee on Septem­
ber 24. He eased the idea out 
in fo rm a lly  in re p ly  to  a question 
from  a com m ittee member, and 
was ca re fu l to exp la in  th a t his 
idea was m ere ly  “ som eth ing to 
shoot a t ”  and a “ ru le  o f thum b.”

The New Y o rk  Times, Septem­
ber 26, repo rts :

“ A  noticeable lack o f (Con­
gressional) enthusiasm, however, 
gave rise to surm ises th a t i f  the 
proposal reached Congress in the 
fo rm  o f a b ill i t  xvould encounter 
determ ined opposition.

“ I t  was recalled th a t du ring  
the consideration o f the recent 
tax  b i ll Congress rejected a much 
less severe excess p ro fits  tax  p ro­
vision and adopted a re la tive ly  ' 
m ild  ta x  b ill.  T h is  action was 
taken in  the face o f T reasury 
recommendations supported by 
President Roosevelt.”

M O R G E N T H A U  PROPOSES, 
CONGRESS DISPOSES

Thus, the T im es in tim ates the 
undoubted fa te  o f any b ill to  l im ­
i t  corpora tion  p ro fits  to  s ix  per 
cent. The A d m in is tra tio n  knows
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LAST ARTICLE

The fo llo w in g  is the las t le tte r w r itte n  by Ra­
b ind rana th  Tagore, the fam ous poet o f Ind ia .
On his deathbed, he received a copy o f an “ Open 
L e tte r to Ind ians,”  w r itte n  by a Miss E leanor 
Rathbone, cas tig a tin g  the people o f Ind ia  as “ un­
g ra te fu l”  in  re fus ing  to support B r ita in  in the 
w ar. Tagore was not a revo lu tion is t. B u t his 
le tte r is an eloquent ind ic tm ent o f B r it is h  im ­
peria lism . No A m erican organ has published T a ­
gore ’s le tte r. We re p r in t i t  from  the B r it is h  
weekly, The Tribune, A ug us t 15, 1941 —  T H E  
ED ITO R S.

I  have been deeply pained a t M iss Rathbone’s Open 
L e tte r to Ind ians. I  do no t know  who M iss Rathbone 
is, bu t I  take i t  th a t she represents the m e n ta lity  o f 
the average “ w e ll-in ten tioned”  B ritis h e r. H e r le tte r  
is m a in ly  addressed to Jaw aharla l Nehru and I  have 
no doubt th a t i f  th a t noble f ig h te r  o f freedom ’s bat­
t le  had no t been gagged behind prison-bars by Miss 
Rathbone’s countrym en, he would have made a f i t t in g  
and sp ir ite d  rep ly  to her g ra tu itou s  sermoTi. H is  en­
forced silence makes i t  necessary fo r  me to  voice 
a pro test even fro m  m y sick-bed.

★  *  *

The lady has ill-se rved  the cause o f her people 
by addressing so indiscreet, indeed im pertinen t, a 
challenge to our conscience. She is scandalised a t our 
in g ra titu d e  —  th a t hav ing  “ d runk  deeply a t the we lls 
o f E ng lish  th o u g h t,”  we should s t i l l  have some 
though t le f t  fo r  our poor c o u n try ’s in terests. E ng lish  
though t, in so fa r as i t  is representative o f the  best 
tra d itio n s  o f W estern en ligh tenm ent, has indeed 
tau gh t us much, bu t le t me add th a t those o f ou r 
countrym en who have p ro fited  by i t  have done so 
despite the o ffic ia l B r it is h  a ttem pts to ill-educate us.

We m ig h t have achieved in troduc tion  to W estern 
lea rn ing  th rough  any o ther European language. Have 
a ll the o ther peoples in  the w orld  w a ited  fo r  the 
B r it is h  to  b rin g  them  en ligh tenm ent?  I t  is sheer 
inso lent self-complacence on the p a r t o f our so-called 
E ng lish  friends to assume th a t had they no t “ ta u g h t”  
us, we would s t i l l  have rem ained in  the D a rk  Ages. 
T hrough the o ffic ia l B r it is h  channels o f education in  
Ind ia  have flow ed to  our ch ild ren in  schools no t the 
best o f E ng lish  tho ugh t b u t its  refuse, wh ich has 
on ly  deprived them  o f a wholesome repast a t the table 
o f th e ir  own cu ltu re .

*  *  *

Assum ing, however, th a t the E ng lish  language is 
the on ly  channel le f t  to  us fo r  “ en ligh tenm en t,”  a ll 
th a t “ d r in k in g  deeply a t its  w e lls ”  has come to  is th a t 
in  1931, even a fte r  a couple o f centuries o f B r it is h  
a d m in is tra tion , on ly about one per cent o f the popula­
tion  was found to  be lite ra te  in  E ng lish  —  w h ile  in 
the USSR in  1932, a fte r  on ly  f if te e n  years o f Soviet 
a d m in is tra tion , 98 per cent o f the ch ild ren  were edu­
cated. (These fig u re s  are taken fro m  The S tates­
man’s Year-Book, an E ng lish  pub lica tion , no t lik e ly  
to e rr on the Russian side).

B u t even more necessary than the so-called cu ltu re  
are the bare e lem entary needs o f existence, on which 
alone can any supers tructu re  o f en ligh tenm en t rest. 
And w ha t have th e -B rit is h , who have held t ig h t  the 
pu rse-s trings o f our na tion  fo r  m ore than tw o  cen­
tu rie s  and explo ited its  resources, done fo r  our poor 
people ?

I  look round and see fam ished bodies c ry in g  fo r  
bread. I  have seen women in v illages d ig  up mud 
fo r  a few  drops o f d r in k in g  w ate r, fo r  w e lls  are even 
more scarce in Ind ian v illages than schools. I  know 
th a t the popu la tion  o f England its e lf  is today in  
danger o f s ta rva tio n  and I  sym path ize w ith  them, 
bu t when I  see how the whole m ig h t o f the B r it is h  
N avy is engaged in  convoying food vessels to  the 
E ng lish  shores and when I  reco llect th a t I  have seen 
our people perish o f hunger and no t even a cart-load 
o f rice b ro ug h t to  th e ir  door fro m  the ne ighboring  
d is tr ic t, I  cannot help con tras ting  the B r it is h  a t home 
w ith  the B r it is h  in  Ind ia .

*  *  *

Shall we then be g ra te fu l to  the B r it is h , i f  no t 
fo r  keeping us fed, a t least fo r  preserv ing law  and 
o rder?  I  look around and sec r io ts  rag in g  a ll over 
the coun try . W hen scores o f Ind ian lives are lost, 
ou r p ro p e rty  looted, ou r women dishonoured, the 
m ig h ty  B r it is h  arm s s t ir  in no action, on ly  the B r i t ­
ish voice is raised from  overseas to  chide us fo r  our 
unfitness to p u t our house in order.

Exam ples are no t w a n tin g  in  h is to ry  when even 
fu l ly  armed w a rr io rs  have shrunk before superio r 
m ig h t and contingencies have arisen in the  present 
w a r when even the bravest among the B rit is h , F rench 
and Greek soldiers have had to evacuate the b a ttle ­
fie ld in  Europe because the y  were overwhelm ed by 
superio r arm am ents —  bu t when our poor, unarm ed 
and helpless peasants, encumbered w ith  c ry in g  babes, 
flee  fro m  homes, unable to  p ro tec t them fro m  armed 
goondas, the B r it is h  o ffic ia ls  perhaps sm ile in con­
te m p t a t our cowardice. E ve ry  B r it is h  c iv ilia n  in 
Eng land is arm ed today fo r  p ro te c ting  h is hearth  
and home aga inst the enemy, bu t in Ind ia  even la th i-  
t ra in in g  is forb idden by decree.

O ur people have been de libe ra te ly  disarm ed and 
emasculated in  order to keep them pe rpe tu a lly  cow­
ed and a t the m ercy o f th e ir  armed m asters. The 
B r it is h  hate the Nazis fo r  m ere ly  cha lleng ing th e ir  
w o rld -m aste ry  and M iss Rathbone expects us to  kiss 
the hand o f her people in s e rv ility  fo r  hav ing  r iv e t­
ed chains on ours. A  governm ent m ust be judged not 
by the pretensions o f its  spokesmen bu t by its  actual 
and e ffec tive  con tribu tion  to  the w e ll being o f the 
people.

*  *  *

I t  is no t so much because the B r it is h  are fo re igners 
th a t they ave unwelcome to  us and have found no 
place in our hearts as because, w h ile  pre tend ing to 
be trustees fo r  our w e lfa re , th e y  have betrayed the 
g re a t t ru s t  and have sacrificed the happiness o f m il­
lions in Ind ia  to b loa t the pockets o f a few  cap ita lis ts  
a t home. I  should have though t th a t the decent B r i t ­
isher would a t least keep s ilen t a t these wrongs and 
be g ra te fu l to us fo r  our inaction, b u t th a t he should 
add in s u lt to  in ju ry , and pour s a lt over ou r wounds, 
passes a ll bounds o f decency,

'th is , and there fore  does not hesi- 
,ate to make a proposal which i t  
is aware Congress w il l  not accept. 
A t  most, th is  is on ly  another de­
magogic bone th row n  to  the 
masses.

We have seen how the A d m in ­
is tra tio n  proceeds to pu t over 
measures in  which i t  is serious­
ly  in terested. I t  does not in tro ­
duce them  in some by-the-w ay 
utterance in  a com m ittee hear­
ing.

I t  floods the rad io  and press 
w ith  p o w e rfu l statem ents and 
speeches. Roosevelt calls the 
leading Congressional w h ips in to  
W hite  House conference and 
hammers them  in to  line. The A d ­
m in is tra tio n  spokesmen r in g  the 
changes on the idea a t every ship- 
launching and Chamber o f Com­
merce meeting.

Even i f  a b ill a c tu a lly  embody­
ing M orgen thau ’s proposal is pu t 
before Congress, i t  w i l l  represent 
on ly a p e rfu nc to ry  gesture. H av­
in g  “ made the record,”  Roose­
v e lt w i l l  s it  back q u ie tly  and 
sm ile as the Congressmen cu t it  
to  pieces. B u t w atch how he 
handles the opposition to his p ro ­
posal to  repeal the N e u tra lity  
A c t!


