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The Morale 
Of The Red Army

— See page 4 —

Raise Wages 
To M eet Rise 
In Living Costs!

— An Editorial —
Just as Wilson did in 1917, Roosevelt is now opening a 

campaign against wage raises by going through the motions of 
obtaining price control.

Roosevelt’s answer to the growing demand for wage raises 
to meet the rising cost of living is a b ill introduced in Congress 
to give the administration the power to set price ceilings.

R oosevelt, how ever, revealed h is  m a in  ob jec­
t iv e  w hen, in  h is  message to  Congress, he sa id : 
“ L a b o r has fa r  m o re  to  ga in  f ro m  p r ic e  s ta b ility  than  
f r o m  a b n o rm a l wage increases.”  Even b e fo re  h is 
p r ic e  “ c o n tro l”  begins to  opera te  he wants th e  w o rk ­
ers to  g ive  u p  th e ir  dem and f o r  wage increases.

In return for his empty promise of price control, he wants 
the workers to abandon the struggle for the higher wages they 
need to meet the price rises that have already occurred.

L a b o r has no  reason to  be lieve  th a t the  gove rn ­
m e n t w i l l  re a lly  p re ve n t a r ise  in  the  cost o f  liv in g . 
A l l  the  signs p o in t to  the  fa c t tha t the w o rke rs  w i l l  be 
faced  w ith  a steady dec line  in  l iv in g  standards as the  
w a r progresses, in  sp ite  o f  g ove rn m e n ta l “ p r ic e  
f ix in g .”

In the last war the government also got the price-fixing 
powers requested in Roosevelt’s bill. Nevertheless, prices during 
W ilson’s war administration jumped nearly 140 percent.

The fact is that a government run  fo r  the benefit 
o f the capitalists w ill not and cannot Curb prices, fo r  
that means curbing the profits o f the capitalists who 
really  ru n  the government.

Both from the experiences of World War I, and from the 
very nature of capitalism ("free enterprise” ), it is clear that 
Roosevelt’s b ill w ill not materially affect the rise in prices.

R ooseve lt m ay use tro o p s  against s tr ik e rs  b u t 
he  c e rta in ly  is  n o t g o ing  to  use th e m  aga inst the  ca p i­
ta lis ts , w ho  w i l l  oppose any l im ita t io n  on  th e ir  o p ­
p o r tu n ity  f o r  w a r p ro fite e r in g .

Maybe many workers w ill not believe this, maybe they 
still have faith in Roosevelt and th ink that he w ill really try  to 
stabilize prices and succeed at it.

But even workers who feel this way w ill be making a great 
mistake i f  they place all their reliance on Roosevelt’s b ill to solve 
the problem that means food and clothing for their children.

F o r u n d e r R ooseve lt’ s b i l l ,  c o n tro l o f  p rices  w i l l  
n o t be in  the  hands o f  the  w o rke rs  w ho  are  m ost a f­
fec ted  by  d isastrous p ric e  rises. C o n tro l o f  p rices  w i l l  
be in  the  hands o f  the  do lla r-a -year m en , th e  fr ie n d s  
o f  “ fre e  e n te rp rise .”

Workers who try  to organize a union have learned belter 
than to place all their hopes in the activities of a government 
labor relations board. They know that in addition to labor board 
votes, and far more decisive, organization and action on the 
job are necessary.

In the same way it would be incorrect for workers to sit back 
and await the outcome of Roosevelt’s b ill.

What is required in this case is the independent action 
®f the workers to meet the rising cost of living. Regardless of 
what Roosevelt says he w ill do, the workers must begin at once 
to take those steps they can take to prevent a decline in their 
liv ing standards.

W hen  p rices  go u p , wages m ust go u p . T h is  is 
the  w o rke rs ’  answ er to  r is in g  p rices.

No machinery yet exists that w ill guarantee price control 
in the interests of the workers. But already the workers have the 
instruments for securing wages that w ill at least neutralize the 
price rises that are sure to come.

Those in s tru m e n ts  are  the  trade  u n ion s , the  
same organs f o r  w o rke rs ’ s trugg le  f o r  b e tte r c o n d i­
t io n s  th a t m ake  poss ib le  wage increases in  “ peace­
t im e .”

F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  r is in g  
cost o f  l iv in g !  T h is  slogan m us t be taken  u p  by  every 
tra d e  u n io n , and p ro v is io n s  to  p u t i t  in to  e ffe c t m ust 
be w r itte n  in to  every u n io n  co n tra c t.

Only in this way, through the automatic adjustment of wage 
scales to the rise in the cost of living, can the workers be sure 
that, regardless of what happens to government promises, they 
w ill avoid a repetition of World War I experiences when prom­
ises were given about price control, but only wages were frozen.

Electrical Workers Still On Strike

One of the many mass picket lines thrown around Consolidated Edison’s New York power 
plants this week by Local 3 'of International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (A F L ). As usual, 
Sidney Hillm an is attempting to break this s trike  which is aimed at a union contract.

Local 544-CIO Is Denied 
Election In One Industry

M IN N E A P O L IS , A ugust 5 — T he  u n h o ly  a llia n ce  o f  gove rnm en t, bosses 
and A F L  w i l l  go to  any leng ths  to  p re v e n t the  M in n ea p o lis  tru c k -d r iv e rs  f ro m  
d e m o c ra tica lly  es tab lish ing  w h ich  u n io n  they  w ant to  be long  to . T h a t became 
c le a r S atu rday, w hen A lf re d  P . B la ir ,  head o f  the  State L a b o r B oa rd , b razen ly  
re fused  to  g ra n t the  request o f  L oca l 5 4 4 - 0 0  tha t a secret, gove rnm en t-supe r­
vised e le c tion  be h e ld  to  d e te rm in e  w h i ch u n io n  the  3 0 0  fu r n i tu re  d r iv e rs  and 
he lpe rs  o f  th is  c ity  w an t to  rep resen t th e m .

T he  C IO  p e t it io n  co ve ring  the  fu r n i tu r e  in d u s try  was the  f irs t  on  w h ich  
the State Labor Board ruled, but the CIO has presented petitions® 
covering all other drivers and allied workers in the city. The AFL 
is opposed to any elections, knowing that any balloting w ill de­
monstrate that the drivers stand with Local 544-00 , which has 
been the union of the drivers since it  organized them in 1934.
On June 13 the membership of Local 544 voted to disaffiliate 
from the AFL and join the CIO. Tobin, AFL teamsters chief, 
has sent hundreds o f hoodlums in ®  
here to smash the union.

Hillman, Lewis In 
Auto Union Clash
Hillman's Pro-War Machine Starts Fight In Auto Convention; 
Fundamental Issues Remain Unclear As Lewis Group Vacillates

B U F F A LO , A ugus t 5 — T h e  lo n g  s m o u ld e r in g  s trugg le  between the  Reu- 
th e r-H illm a n  and  the  Addes-Lew is fo rc e s  in  th e  U n ite d  A u to m o b ile  W o rk e rs  
(C IO )  co n ve n tio n  f la re d  in to  the  open  to d a y  as a p re lim in a ry  test o f  s tre ng th  
between the  g roups  on the  q ues tion  o f  sea ting  ten  delegates f ro m  A llis -C h a lm - 
ers L oca l No. 2 4 8  re su lted  in  a v ic to ry  f o r  the  R eu ther-Thom as-F rankensteen  
fo rces.

T h e  Addes g ro u p , w h ic h  supported the  A llis -C ha lrne rs  de lega tion , was 
defeated by  a vo te  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  1 2 0 0  to  1 7 0 0 , a fte r  R . Leo n a rd  and Reu- 
th e r d e live re d  v ic io u s  re d -b a itin g  speeches.

G eorge Addes, secre tary tre a su re r o f  the  U A W , spoke o p e n ly  f o r  the  f ir s t
time against the Hillman-Rcuther group. He attacked the re-^p 
actionary maneuvers of the Reuther group and demanded the 
seating of the A llis delegates as a reply to the capitalist press 
which has conducted a barrage of red-baiting against the M il­
waukee local that waged a 79 day strike against the opposition 
of Knudsen and Knox.

However, although this preliminary skirmish has taken 
place, the basic problems facing the UAW-C10 and the labor
movement generally have not1®-------------------------------------------------------
been c learly  and precisely brought 
before the delegates.

The State Labor Board refused 
544-CIO’s proposal fo r an election 
on the pre text th a t the un ion was 
"g u ilty  of an u n fa ir  labor prac­
tice ”  in  having called the fu rn i­
tu re  w orkers  ou t on s tr ik e  June 
18 w ith o u t hav ing  filed  a s tr ik e  
notice and observed the "cooling 
o ff”  period required under the 
notorious “ Slave Labor L a w ”  o f 
Republican Governor Stassen.

The State Labor Board just­
ified this preposterous ruling 
on the ground that the strike 
notice filed on June 1 by Local 
544 was invalid because in the 
“cooling o ff”- period between 
then and the strike, Local 544 
had dissaffiliated from the A F L  
and joined the C IO !
F ra n k  B arnhart, regional direc­

to r o f the U n ited Construction 
W orkers O rganizing Committee 
(CIO) to w h ich  Local 544 is now 
a ffilia ted , exposed the state 
board's fakery.

“Such a decision by the state 
conciliator is an open invitation  
to the A F L  to continue its ter­
rorist tactics against the em­
ployes of the industry,” said 
Barnhart.

The State Labor Board now 
must rule on the petitions 
covering the rest, of the 6,000 
workers in the industry. In  the

rest of the cases i t  does not 
even have the flimsy pretext of 
the strike among the furniture  
workers. But i t  is clear that 
Governor Stassen’s Republican 
state machine, supplementing 
Tobin’s hoodlums and Roose­
velt’s F B I and the Department 
of Justice, w ill move heaven 
and earth to prevent the truck 
drivers from voting fo r the 
union of their choice.
On Monday, August 11, the 29 

Socia list W orkers Party, Local 
544-CIO and other defendants, in ­
dicted on Ju ly  15 on “ seditious 
conspiracy”  charges a t the in s ti­
gation o f Roosevelt’s Departm ent 
of Justice, w i l l  be arra igned in  
the federal court here.

I-n re tu rn  fo r  th e ir  aid to Tobin, 
the bosses are now demanding 
th e ir  pound of flesh. They w il l  
discuss contracts w ith  Tobin's pa­
per “ un ion”  here —  but on ly on 
condition th a t Tobin helps them 
to impose wages and w o rk ing  con­
d itions  fa r low er than those whlcn 
have been established here since 
1934 by Local 544.

Last week's issue of the "A F L  
Teamster,”  T ob in ’s organ here, 
complains tha t the bosses now de­
mand wage scales fo r M inneapolis 
as low as those in  neighboring 
St. Paul. "F o r  years,”  complains 
the A F L  sheet, “ i t  has been an 
open fac t th a t M inneapolis has

always enjoyed an advantage over 
St. Paul in  the m a tte r o f wages, 
hour and conditions.”

T hat’s true. And the reason 
why Minneapolis has better 
wage scales for truckers is be­
cause of Local 544-CIO, where­
as St. Paul drivers are in the 
hands of Tobin’s henchmen.

T H E  F U N D A M E N T A L  IS S U E  
I t  is increasingly evident to 

the m ilitant delegates, who 
have followed the forces at 
work in the CIO  since the be­
ginning of Roosevelt’s all-out 
war campaign, that the burn­
ing question is whether the 
U A W -C IO  is to remain a union 
free of all interference and 
control by the government, or 
to become a union controlled 
and hog-tied by the govern­
ment, shackled to the OPM, 
the Mediation Board, and the 
dollar-a-year men of the Roose- 
velt-W all Street war machine.
The tendency o f the John L. 

Lew is group in  the CIO has been 
to resist governm ent interference 
and governm ent s trikebreaking , 
and to oppose the subservient

Negro Newspapers Call 
For Acquittal Of SWP

M INNEAPO LIS— In spite of the frameup indictment of 
the Socialist Workers Party by Roosevelt’s Department of Jus­
tice, the Negro people here, who have had the best opportunity 
to observe the activities of the party, can find nothing but praise 
and commendation for the Socialist Workers Party.

This was shown in the editorial printed in the August 1 
issues of the Minneapolis Spokesman and the St. Paul Recorder, 
outstanding Negro papers published in the Northwest, which 
expressed the hope th a t the de-$-
fendants w i l l  be acquitted.

The te x t o f the ed ito ria l, wh ich 
is en titled  “ Leaders O .K. B y  U s” , 
fo llo w s :

“ We are n o t fa m il ia r  w ith  the  
m e rits  o f the case o f the govern­
m ent aga ins t the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty , bu t we do know  th a t 
m any o f its  leaders have re ­
peatedly attacked the enemies o f 
the colored people in  th is  area.

“ W ith  developments in  th is  
case and the a ll-o u t labo r w a r 
between fac tions  occuring so- 
ra p id ly  the genera l pub lic  has no t 
had an o p p o rtu n ity  to  ge t a t the 
rea l basis fo r  the  ind ic tm ents 
voted by the Federal grand ju ry .

“ The S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
m ig h t be proven to  be a w o lf in

sheep’s c lo th in g  bu t m ost o f its  
cam paigns on pub lic  measures 
have been open as fa r  as we have 
seen. O ur fa ith  in  m ost p o lit ic a l 
pa rties  is lim ited . W e s t i l l  have 
fa ith  in  democracy w o rk in g  and 
are no t in terested in  ‘ the revo­
lu tio n .’

“We cannot, however, deny 
that members of the S.W.P. 
and its leadership or a t least 
many of them named in the 
indictments have fought anti- 
Negro programs and racial 
bigotry wherever they found it. 
That’s enough for us to hope 
the charges upon which they 
haVe been indicted are proven 
false and that they w ill be 
acquitted.”

Roosevelt-stooging of H illm a n .
B u t Addes and his supporters 

in  the UAW  have thus fa r  in  the 
auto convention fa iled to ra lly  the 
m il ita n t s p ir it  of the auto dele­
gates around a fig h tin g  program . 
The Addes group has reflected the 
Lewis s trugg le against H illm a n  
on ly  as a pale shadow.
W H Y  A D D E S ’ S ILE N C E ?

The on ly  reason fo r the defeat 
o f the m il ita n t  elements on the 
question o f the seating o f the 
A llis-Chalm ers delegates is tha t 
the meek and hesitan t Addes lead­
ersh ip has fa iled  to ra l ly  the de l­
egates around a clear program . 
F o r m onths previous to th is  con­
vention, a seething struggle has 
been going on between the two 
groups on the In te rn a tio n a l Exe­
cutive  Board. There have been 
p len ty of differences o f op in ion 
w ith in  these meetings, bu t not 
once has the Addes group come 
out in to  the open on any m ajor 
issue and challenged the s tr ik e ­
breaking, pro-war po licy  o f the 
R euther crowd.

In  order to m a in ta in  the fic tio n  
of u n ity  the In te rn a tio n a l Execu­
tiv e  Board has published a ll its  
decisions as being unanimous. 
W hen the board whitewashed 
R ichard  Frankensteen’s notorious 
s trikeb reak ing  tactics on the West 
Coast, the vote was announced as 
unanimous. In  re a lity , i t  is  known 
th a t the board backed Franken- 
steen on ly  by the s lim  m arg in  of 
ten to nine. W hy d idn ’ t the Addes 
group dare to announce its  real 
vote, ca rry  the fig h t to the rank 
and file, educate the m il ita n t  mem­
bership on the  issues a t stake? 
T ha t is  the question now in  the 
m inds and on the Ups o f many 
a m il ita n t delegate to th is  conven­
tion .
R E U T H E R  GROUP  
O R G A N IZ E D

The fa ilu re  o f Addes to b ring  
such issues lo  the membership 
has spelled defeat fo r  the m il i ­
tan ts in  the f irs t test o f strength. 
A t least two hundred delegates 
who voted w ith  R euther today 
to unseat the A llis  delegation 
are w avering  elements who know 
l i t t le  about the rea l issues. They

followed Reuther in  th is  test vote 
on ly  because they knew l i t t le  
about the program  of the Addes 
group, and had been fed a moun­
ta in  of propaganda by the Thomas- 
Reuther group, w h ich  has been 
conducting an open offensive fo r 
several months.

The Reuther group has a l­
ready held two fu ll national 
caucuses since the beginning of 
this convention Monday.
M any m il ita n t  delegates now 

realize th a t the fa ilu re  to lay  
down a basic program , has cost the 
progressive forces the A llis -C ha l­
mers delegation. They have been 
pressing Addes and o tner In te r­
na tiona l Board members fo r  a 
caucus. T h is  caucus was fin a lly  
held ton igh t.

In  th is  caucus m eeting the A d­
des forces again showed th e ir  
hesitancy to give the m il ita n t  ele­
ments a lead. Addes did  not ap­
pear. The on ly  basic proposals 
came from  ra n k  and file delegates. 
More than one gave fig h tin g  
speeches, ca llin g  the Addes lead­
ersh ip to task fo r not p rov id ing  a 
program. One delegate c learly  pu t 
the question:

“Is this going to be a H il l ­
man-controlled union, a union 
controlled by the dollar-a-year 
men in Washington, or is i t  go­
ing to be a fighting indepen­
dent force to protect labor?” 

M IL IT A N T S  S T IL L  
L E A D E R LE S S

B u t a ll th is  m ilita n c y  is as yet 
w ith o u t firm  leadership.

Under pressure from  these m il i­
ta n t delegates, the Addes group 
has scheduled another na tiona l 
caucus of its  supporters.

Should the m ilitant men who 
have fought so many victorious 
battles on the picket line have 
their way a t this caucus, ther* 
w ill yet be a basic and funda­
mental struggle against th *  
Hillm an-Reulher program at 
this auto convention. Should the 
Addes caucus take the offen­
sive, on the basis of indepen­
dent unionism and a firm anti­

war and anti-government strike­
breaking stand, there is no 
doubt but that i t  can still w in  
over a m ajority of the dele­
gates of the convention.
As the convention convened, it  

was announced in  the press th a t 
John L . Lew is would speak. The 
fact tha t he ‘has since announced 
tha t he cannot attend th is  con- 

(Continued on page 3)

Cannon-for-Mayor Petition Drive Gaining Speed
Workers Are Signing 
To Place Trotskyist 
Party On Ballot

I t  was a b lis te rin g  hot day in  
New Y ork last week when mem­
bers o f the Socia list W orkers 
P arty  marched out of headquarters 
w ith  long unsigned nom inating  
pe titions in  th e ir  hands. The pe­
tit io n s  rvere new and s t i f f  and 
across the top of them, in  bold 
type, were the words, “ TROT­
S K Y IS T  A N T I-W A R  P A R T Y ”  and 
“ JAM ES P. CANNO N FOR 
MAYOR OF T H E  C ITY  OF NEW  
YO RK.”

These an ti-w a r m ilita n ts  head­
ed fo r the crowded working-class 
sections of the c ity .

A t  the top of the nom ina ting  
p e titio n  is a p ic tu re  of a w orld  
in  chains. The w orkers under­
stand chains. They p u t th e ir  sig­

natures to the fresh paper. They 
w rite  h a ltin g ly , but w ith  great, 
concentration and determ ination.

An old man, a Pole, approaches. 
He is curious about the paper his 
friends are signing. Yes, he is a 
citizens. Yes, he voted in  the last 
electibn. Cannon? He never heard 
of Cannon, but i f  he’s against the 
w ar and the people th a t make 
wars —  then he's a good man. The 
old Pole has lo ts of re latives in 
Europe and most o f them are in 
concentration camps. W ar put 
them in  concentration camps. He 
doesn't w ant th a t to happen here 
in  Am erica. And so he signs.

“ I  have three brothers in  the 
arm y,”  g young Negro says-, look­
in g  a t the pe tition . "T hey ’re good 
enough to march and fight, but 
when i t  comes tim e to eat they’re 
no t good enough to eat w ith  the 
w h ite  soldiers. And d u rin g  :rest

tim e they can't even ta lk  to a 
w h ite  soldier. Can't be any war 
fo r democracy i f  there is n 't  any 
democracy in  the firs t place. I ' l l  
s ign you r paper.”

N o t a ll Negroes are frien d ly . 
They have been fooled too often 
by people who said  they were 
against J im  Crowism  bu t on ly 
u n t il a fte r election day. B u t the 
T ro tsky is ts  have a long record 
against J im  C r o w i s m .  Old 
pamphlets are produced fo r a rap­
id ly  g row ing  crowd to see. “ Ne­
groes March on W ashington,” 
“ The Negro and the A rm y ,”  “ De­
fend the Negro Sailors on the 
U. S. S. Ph ilade lph ia .”

“ M r. T ro tsky  was always 
against J im  Crow?”  one of them 
asks.

Now they sign rap id ly , one a fte r 
another. A lm ost a hundred sig­
natures in  an hour’s tim e,

H ow  do I  know  you a ren ’t  
the Com m unist T a r ty 7”  one man 
demands.

We are against the im p eria lis t 
w a r —  the C. P. is fo r  it .

“ Yeah? How do I  know i t  isn ’t 
another one of th e ir  phoney o r­
ganizations? F irs t  they are fo r 
the war, than they ’re against it. 
then they ’re fo r it .  I  can’t  keep 
up w ith  ’em. I ’m not s ign ing  any­
th ing . I  don’t  tru s t Communists.’ ’

He m ust be vis ited again. He 
deserves a fu l l  explanation.

In  a shopping center we get 
signatures by standing on the side­
w a lk  and shouting our slogans.

People tu rn  th e ir  heads to listen. 
A  well-dressed woipan rushes up, 
her face contorted w ith  anger.

“ A ren ’t  you ashamed of you r­
self?”  she shouts. “ Don’t  you w ant 
to  defend you r country? Don’t  
you have any patriotism .?”

Before she can be answered an­
o ther woman appears out of the 
ga thering  crowd. She is m otherly . 
H e r eyes also flash w ith  anger, 
bu t no t a t the young man col­
lecting  signatures.

“ W hy arc you ye llin g  a t th is  
young man?”  she demands o f the 
w e ll dressed woman. “ He's doing 
a w onderfu l th ing . He’s fo r  le t­
t in g  the people vote on war. 
T h a t’s more than M r. Roosevelt 
w i l l  do.”

“ He's d is lqva l to h is country,”  
screams the woman w ith  the 
p re tty  clothes. “ I f  he were m y son 
I  would have drowned h im  long 
ago.”

The m o the rly  woman replies 
so ftly . “ I ’d be proud to have h im  
fo r  m y son,”  she says.

In  U n ion Square, S ta lin is ts  
y e ll:  “ Fascists! Provocateurs!
Agents of H i t le r ! ”  T h e ir cries a t­
tra c t a  crowd. Others in  the crowd

Anti-War Program 
Proves Popular 
With New Yorkers
are w illin g  lo  discuss, and having 
discussed to sign. The S ta lin is ts  
are our press agents. They a t­
tra c t crowds by th e ir  slander. 
They gain fo r  us many signatures.

I t  is la te and s low ly the com­
rades trudge back to the head­
quarters. I t  has been hard w o rk  
b lit  i t  has been im p o rta n t w ork. 
Im p o rta n t and exc iting  and, above 
a ll, successful. Tom orrow  they 
w i l l  go ou t again —  and the next 
day, and the next.

I t  is obvious by now th a t m ore 
than enough signatures w i l l  be 
gathered to place the “ TROT­
S K Y IS T  A N T I-W A R  P A R T Y ”  on 
the ba llo t. James P. Cannon, in ­
dicted by the war-mongers fo r  
“ sed ition,”  is  accepted by w o rk­
ers as th e ir  candidate fo r  M ayor,
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On The War Fronts

Red Army Blasts Myth of Hitler Strength

By GEORGE S TE R N
Germany’s blitzkrieg invasion of the Soviet Union, now in 

its seventh week, has slowed to bare walking pace. In titanic bat­
tles on the central portion of the 1,800 mile front around Smo­
lensk, the Red Arm y has held the Nazis for nearly three weeks. 
Unable to dent Soviet defenses there, the Germans have appar­
ently transferred their central pressure to. the Ukrainian front, 
toward Kiev and it is here that the next major battles are ap­
parently about to unfold.

The Red Arm y stand against H itle r’s legions has come as 
a revelation to the rest of the world. Churchill and Roosevelt 
have greeted i t  as “ m agnificent”  s> 
and the press gives surprised re-
cogn ition  to  the fa c t th a t the Red 
A rm y  has exploded the m y th  of 
N az i in v in c ib ility .

T h is  explosion has been fe lt  
in  the w idest reaches o f the 
insecure Nazi European empire. 
In  N orw ay, in  Holland, in  Y u ­
goslavia, and even in  France i t  
has g iven fresh  im petus to  the 
con tinu ing  s trugg les o f the 
conquered peoples. The very  
prospect o f a N azi bog-down 
on the Russian steppes has re ­
leased hopes th a t a tu rn  in  the 
tide  o f w a r has already come.

So fa r  the Red A rm y  has made 
its  stand qu ite  alone. The stepped- 
up B r it is h  a ir  o ffensive  in  Ger­
m any has been supplemented 
on ly  by  m in o r operations o f f  
N o rth e rn  F in land, where a pos­
sib le B r it is h  invasion is being 
rum ored. In  W ashington, an a r ­
rangem ent has ju s t been an­
nounced under w h ich m a te ria l aid 
is  to  be extended by th is  country.

C L A S H  M A Y  N O W  
CO M E W IT H  J A P A N

Since the transpac ific  rou te 
v ia  V lad ivostok is the on ly 
practicab le one fo r  these sup­
plies to  take, th is  issue is lik e ­
ly  in  the near fu tu re  to  b ring  
Japanese-American tension to 
a head. The Japanese im p e ria l­
ists, being pushed aga inst the 
w a ll o f iso la tion, w i l l  have to 
decide w hether they can, in  
th e ir  own in te rest, a llow  Am e­
rican  shipm ents o f m ilita ry  
supplies to  the USSR pass mG- 
hindered th rou gh  Japanese- 
con tro lled seas.

In  W ashington i t  has already 
been indicated th a t any Japanese 
a ttem p t a t in te rfe rence w i l l  be 
m et by any necessary means. The 
actua l te s t o f th is  issue ma'y 
touch o f f  w a r in  the Pacific.

F o r the moment, Japan’s 
stress is s t i l l  southward, des­
p ite  m u lt ip ly in g  reports, o f Jap ­
anese troop  concentrations in  
Manchukuo along the S iberian 
fro n tie r . The U.S. economic 
sanctions o f las t week did not 
p revent the Japanese, fro m  pro­
ceeding w ith  th e ir  unopposed 
occupation o f Indochina. W ash­
ing ton  consequently fo llowed 
up by im posing an em bargo on 
av ia tion  gasoline. The Japanese 
appear to be opening up pres­
sure on Tha iland  (S ia m ) 'with 
a view  to  g e ttin g  in to  position 
fo r  eventual operations against 
the B r it is h  in  M alaya.

T H E  S IT U A T IO N  OF 
J A P A N  IS D E S P E R A T E  

B u t the development o f events 
w i l l  no t a llow  the Japanese to 
concern themselves on ly  w ith  a 
drive  southward. U.S. shipm ents 
to  the Soviet U n ion w i l l  once 
again b r in g  Japanese re la tions 
w ith  the A x is  in to  rev iew  and 
w i l l  force a cruc ia l decision in  
Tokyo. A n y  move beyond Indo­
china and possib ly beyond T h a i­
land w ill b r in g  Japan in to  a clash 
w ith  the A ng lo -A m erican  bloc 
and the developments to  the 
no rth  m ay b r in g  i t  s im ultaneous­
ly  in to  co n flic t w ith  the Soviet 
U n ion.

F o r Japan, its  forces already 
stra ined and stretched wide on 
Chinese battle fie lds, the pros­
pect is g r im  indeed. And th is  
accounts in  no sm a ll measure 
fo r  the s tronger a tt itu d e  now 
being taken in  W ashington. 
F rom  W ashing ton ’s po in t o f 
view, the Red A rra y  stand 
against H it le r  has provided an 
in te rva l in  which i t  may prove 
possible to  deal w ith  the  Jap­
anese. D u rin g  the nex t month 
the B a ttle  o f A s ia  in  W orld  
W ar I I  may open.

War Contracts Show 
Who Profits From War

Who runs this country and who profits frotn the war? The 
answer is provided in compact form by the Office of Production 
Management’s Bureau of Research and Statistics, which issued 
a report on July 26, showing that six corporations held 31.5. per 
cent of the total War and Navy Department contracts awarded 
up to the end of May.

These six giant corporations, together with 50 others— most 
of them subsidiaries of the largest corporations or controlled by 
the  same three o r fo u r  financ ia l i t  
groups th rou gh  in te r-lo ck in g  
d irectora tes— have secured three- 
fo u rth s  o f  the to ta l contracts.
The to ta l o f a ll contracts amounts 
to  $9,839,000,000.

The s ix  lead ing corpora tions 
and the am ounts o f th e ir  con­
tra c ts  are as fo llow s:
Beth. Steel Corp....... $927,000,000
New  Y o rk  S h ipbu ild ­

in g  Corp ............ $507,000,000
Gen. M otors Corp. $490,000,000 
C u rtis s -W rig h t Corp. $444,000,000 
N ew po rt News S h ip ­

b u ild in g  antf D ry
Dock Co.  .........$389,000,000

E . I.  du P on t de N e­
mours &  Co..........$318,000,000
E ve ry  one o f these corpora tions 

has m ainta ined a no to rio us ly  v ile  
a n ti- la b o r po licy, w ith  a record o f 
re s is tin g  wage increases and 
union o rgan iza tion  d u rin g  the 
period when they were rece iv ing 
these contracts. The du Pont and 
C u rtis s -W rig h t corpora tions s t i l l

m a in ta in  company unions and re ­
fuse to  deal w ith  the genuine 
unions o f the« w orkers.

Recent governm ent estim ates 
show  th a t there are close to 
20,000 sm alle r independent p lan ts 
opera ting  under capacity. Mean­
w h ile  the g ia n t corpora tions hog 
a ll the contracts and have back­
logs o f orders w h ich  in  some in ­
stances cannot be filled  in  three 
and fo u r  years. H e re ’s the rea l 
production bottleneck!

In Los Angeles
Buy the

M I L I T A N T
at

Lazerus Candy S tore 2109 
B rooklyn  Ave.

Book S tore E. 1st St. & 
Rowan Ave.

Sam S m ith ’s Newsstand 5th 
&  M ain St-

German soldiers taken prisoners by the Red A rm y , receive w a te r from  a Red nurse before 
being sent to  the rear.

'A n ti-A lien ' Smith A ct 
Unmasked as Anti-Labor

The Smith Act, the main section of the law under which 
the CIO and Socialist W’orkers Party militants have been in­
dicted in Minnesota, passed Congress in 1939 as an a lie n  
measure. In reality, as the St. Paul ihdictment now shows, the 
main purpose of the Smith Act is against the labor movement.

Almost any b ill labelled anti-alien could probably have 
passed Congress the summer of 1940 when the Smith b ill was 
adopted. As Representative Thomas Ford of California said on 
the floor of the I Ipuse then:

"The mood of this House is such that i f  you brought in the 
Ten Commandments and asked for their repeal, and attached to 
th a t request an alien law, you®> 
would get i t . ”

N A V Y  D R A F T E D  IT
In  the debate on the S m ith  h i ll 

the a d m in is tra tion  supporters at­
tempted to say as l i t t le  as pos­
sible about the section o f the h i l l  
wh ich, in  effect, labeled anti-w ar 
lite ra tu re  as seditious. B u t when 
fpreed by opponents, Representa­
tiv e  Howard (po ll-tax) Sm ith, 
sponsor of the b ill,  said fra n k ly :

“ T h a t section (sed ition ) was 
dra fted  and sent down by the 
N avy  D epartm ent, and I  in ­
cluded i t  in  th is  b ill.  I t  was 
th e ir  earnest request th a t i t  be 
adopted.”
A n  so the tru th  was out. The 

S m ith  b i ll teas aimed at citizens 
who opposed the w a r; the key sec­
tion  of the Sm ith  b i ll was drafted 
by the adm in is tra tion .

“ The proponents o f th is  b iT ,”  
said Representative Celler of 
New Y ork , “ are the s p ir itu a l 
descendants o f the Salem w itch  
burners . . .  o f the  'K now -no th ­
ings’ . . .  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n .
They are the  Moseleys, the 
F r itz  K uhns and the Pelleys.
They and th e ir  k ind  w a n t to 
Am erican ize  everybody bu t 
themselves . . .  T h is  p a tte rn  is  
o f Fascis t design.”
Rep. Geyer of C a lifo rn ia  said:

“ H it le r  rose to  power on ju s t th is  
type of laws.”

C O F FE E  D E N O U N C E D  B IL L
Rep. Coffee.of W ashington said:
"On page 19, section 4, lin e  3, 

w il l be found th is  tr ic k y  l i t t le  
phrase: ‘i t  sha ll be un law fu l fo r 
any person to a ttem pt to commit, 
o r to conspire to com m it, any. o;, 
the acts proh ib ited by any p ro v i­
sion o f th is  t it le . ’ Under the 
broad, provis ions of these words 
w hat chance would an accused 
have to prove his innocence be­
cause the phrases ‘a ttem pt to com­
m it ’ o r ‘conspire to com m it’ give

such broad la titude  th a t no lim its  
can be conjured.

" In  th is  b i l l  . . . we find on pAg# 
27 a section w h ich  I  quote, ‘ . . . 
membership in  any of the classes... 
enumerated in  section 1 of th is  
act, at any tim e, no m atter of how 
sho rt dura tion  or how fa r in  the 
past, irrespective o f its  te rm ina ­
t io n  o r o f how i t  may have 
ceased, sha ll require deporta tion .’ 
W ords fa i l  me in  a ttem pting  to 
properly  describe th is  action. I t  
baa no pa ra lle l in  law. I t  is  sui 
generis. I t  stands by itse lf. Under 
Us p rov is ion  I  am aghast at the 
possib ilities.”

Representative M arcantonio of 
New Y ork  said:

“ I f  the re  was a s tr ik e  and 
the na tiona l guard was called 
out to break i t . . .  i t  would be 
seditious, under th is  b ill,  fo r 
the s tr ike rs  to  pass ou t lea f­
le ts to the guards s ta tin g  th e ir 
side o f the case.”

B U T  F D R  W A N T E D  IT
B u t these few voices could not 

shout down the fear and pre judice

th a t Roosevelt had loosed. T ea  
m inutes each was alloted to the 
opponents of the b ill,  and when 
they had finished, Representative 
Smith* got to his feet and said, 
qu ite  s im p ly:

“ T h is  b i l l  does not do anyth ing 
to aliens (and rad ica ls) th a t ought 
not to be done to them.”

A nd so now we have a modern 
version of the war-tim e alien and 
sedition acts of 1812 and 1917. 
The new act w i l l  be used fo r the 
same purpose as the old ones.

The alien has always been the 
w h ipp ing  boy —  and no doubt 
he’ l l  receive p len ty of blows. B ut 
F ra n k lin  Doublecross Roosevelt 
doesn’t  rea lly  care whether you 
were born in  France or America. 
W bat he wants to know is whether 
o r not you are ready to stop a 
few bullets w ith  your chest in 
Dakar. T ha t is h is fina l test of 
Am ericanism .

T ra in in g  fo r s trikeb reak ing  
du ty  has become a rou tine  part 
of the “ m il ita ry ”  tra in in g  being 
given soldiers in  the arm y camps 
throughout the country, the CIO 
News reports.

The Ju ly  28, CIO News, begins 
its  report w ith  the recent incident 
a t Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, 
when several trainees were in ­
ju red  in  a sk irm ish  between sev 
eral hundred troops representing 
a s trikeb reak ing  force and 100 
other soldiers supposed to be 
“ r io tin g  s tr ik e rs ”  at a “ mine 
shaft.”

S im ila r tra in in g  is being given 
a t an encampment o f 20,0,00. d ra f 
tees a t Coleman, Texas. According 
to the News, one en tire  d iv is ion 
lias been rece iv ing two months in ­
tensive tra in in g  in  s trikebreaking 
duty, inc lud ing  in i  jits u  and o.thc; 
methods of dealing w ith  union 
pickets.

“ The course is also reported 
to include propaganda to  sup­
p ly  m ora l ju s tific a tio n  fo r  pos­
sible use o f the troops against 
Am erican s tr ik e rs ,”  states the 
N EW S.
Other instances of th is  type of 

tra in in g  w h ich  the CIO reports 
are as fe llow s:

Camp S tew art, G eorgia—  
large-scale an ti- la b o r m an­
euvers.

F o r t Hancock, New Jersey—  
machine gun practice against 
“ s tr ike rs .”

F o r t  Meade. M ary land— in - ' 
tensive tra in in g  in  “ r io t”  du ty.

Ford  Ord, C a lifo rn ia — strike  
tra in in g .

F o r t  B ragg. N o rth  Carolina 
— use o f bayonets tp  break 
s trikes.

Camp M cClellan, A labam a—• 
lectures on “ domestic d is tu rb ­
ances.”

The News also rep rin ts  the fo l­
lo w in g  press release issued by the 
A rm y  Ju ly  2 at Ca,mp S tewart:

“ Camp S tew art’s f irs t troops to 
handle a ‘s tr ik e ’ s itua tion  today 
were prepared fo r action.

“ The 101st Separate B atta lion  
was set to move Qut early tom or­
row  m orn ing  to pu t down a sham 
s tr ik e  at a theoretica l a lum inum  
company, supposedly em ploying 
700 men.

" In  the maneuver and field 
problem, f irs t of its. k in d  to be 
staged a t Camp Stewart, the 1,01st 
troops vyill act out the parts  of 
w orkers, s rike rs  and soldiers in  
complete detail. P icket lines, clubs, 
placards and soap-box speeches 
w i l l  be pa rt o f the show.”

Draftee Says Officers 
Ordered To Be Tough

The po in t I  made in a previous in  the tow n o f S,— about 8 m iles 
com m unication th a t the "so ft”  of- from  our camp. The sold ier was 
ficers would soon become hard has en tire ly  in  the wrong. He went 
come true. The big squeeze is he- in to  a Negro saloon in  th a t town 
Ing p u t on them by th e ir  sup.e- and proceeded to h u rl epithets at 
r io rs  and they are beginning to th is  Negro a fte r w h ich he chased 
toe the m ark. the Negro in to  his bouse. The

There is  no real s p ir it  of friend- Negro gave h im  both barrels of 
ship between the officers and the his shotgun. M any of the soldiers 
men. The m il ita ry  bureaucrats I spoke to fe lt the soldier was in 
rule, not. through respect, but fear. the wrong. I t  is  en tire ly  the fau lt 
There has not been one lecture °- the Crow po licy of the
to m y knowledge in  our camp on arm y th a t these occurrences take 
the issues o f the w ar, th a t we Place. (Those yellow  "leaders”  
are supposedly figh ting  Tor "de- th a t called o ff  the Negro march 
mocracy.”  on W ashington should be unmer-

_  , c ifu l ly  exposed).
The m il ita ry  bureaucrats keep

the men in  line  by fear of a ll no tim e do the officers
k inds o f punishm ent. You are preach to the w h ite  soldiers fo r 
not taught th a t cleanliness is ne- a fr ie n d lie r  re lationship, w ith  the 
cessary fo r the good health  o f the Negro soldiers ip  the arm y. I t  is 
soldiers. You keep clean because So pathetic to see a Negro soldier 
you’l l  get ex tra  dues i f  you don’t, he s ita tin g ly  r e s p o n d  to the 
K itchen  police, confinement to fr ie n d ly  advances o f a w h ite  sol- 
quarters, week-ends taken away; fije r. I  have spoken to m any Ne- 

1 special details, etc. No real tests gro soldiers and they feel very 
are given on ra tings of corporal b itte r. They do the most m enial 
o r sergeants. I t ’s whom you know  type of w o rk  in  the arm y. The 
and the am ount of boo tlick ing  w h ite  soldiers are being taught 
you do. tha t the Negro sold ier is good fo r

A  very  im portan t inc ident took one th in g  only, to be garbage col- 
■ place last week. A corporal from  lectors.
our camp was k illed  by a Negro \ P. K.

Trotsky Memorial Meeting
to commemorate the death of Comrade LEON TROTSKY, August 21, 1940 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 8:30 P. M. — Manhattan Plaza> 66 E. 4th St., N . Y.
(air-conditioned hail)

Speaker: JAMES P. C A N N O N  National Secretary o.f the Socialist Workers Party

W ar Chest Drive 
Nearing Goal; 
Now 83% Filled

Last week the §>10,000 War Chest stood at 76 per cent of 
completion. This week it lias risen to 83 per cent.

Eleven branches now are over the 100 per cent mark and 
another eleven at the mark, making 22 branches that have fu l­
filled or more than fulfilled their quota.

Buffalo increased its lead by 3 per cent, climbing to 167 per 
cent. That’s the record of the youngest branch in the party!

Akron, Boston.- Flint, St. Paul and Allentown went over the 
top this week, with Chicago having $10 to its credit over the 100 
per cent mark. Pittsburgh also joined the 100 percenters.

A ll these advances mean that completion of the War Chest 
by August 21st, the day commemorating the death of Leon Trot­
sky, is well-night assured.

Contributions This Week

SUBS, P L E A S E ! L E T ’S 
SEE T H E M  R O LL  IN

Los Angeles, a fte r looking 
over its  subscrip tion lis t, reacted 
in  a m anner yve w ish would be­
come un iversal. “ We were disap­
pointed,”  they w rite , “ not to find 
more names on the lis t. I t  sug­
gests tha t a l i t t le  more a tten tion  
tjo the subscrip tion phase of our 
w ork  here would be in  order.”

Q uakertown sends in  a subscrip­
tion  w ith  the fo llow ing  explana­
tio n : “ The subscriber is a colored 
w orker to whom I sent the paper 
by m a il fo r a few months. Then 
I  w ent to see h im  and he gave 
me a sub.”

A  subscriber in  Denver comes 
through w ith  a jo in t subscrip tion 
renewal and says: " I  am enclosing 
$3 fo r m y over-time neglected pay­
ment on two most in te res ting  pa­
pers. Sorry I ’m not sending in 
many subscrip tions.”

We suspect our members of be­
ing  a l i t t le  shy when i t  comes to 
asking workers fo r subs. Those 
who make a constant practice of 
t ry in g  to establish perm anent con­
nection w ith  th e ir  worker-contacts 
by broaching the subject of sub­
scrip tions report th a t the secur­
ing  o f subs is simple.

Our greatest d iff ic u lty  seems to 
be in  developing in  the m inds 
o f our members a perm anent con­
sciousness o f the im portance of 
subscriptions to our publications.

Subscriptions are the na tu ra l 
fo llow -th rough on your sales. Re­
peated c ircu la tions  of the paper 
w h ich are not followed up by sub­
scrip tions have fa iled to realize 
one of th e ir  most im portan t aims. 

* * *
From  Boston comes a sub­

sc rip tion  from  an Ita lia n  
w o rkers ’ c lu fi w h ich voted 
unanim ously to  subscribe to the 
M IL IT A N T .

Now Available 
In Limited Quantity

B ou n d  V o lum es

1940
SOCIALIST

APPEAL
$ 2 .5 0  each

Place you r orders im m edia te ly 

O rder fro m :

The Militant
1 1 6  U n iv e rs ity  Place  
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CIO News Says 
ArmyTaught to 
Break StrikesGerman Prisoners in Soviet HandsSoviet Resistence Gives 

Impetus To Struggles 
O f Conquered Peoples
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At The Auto Convention
M ilitant Note 
Struck at the 
Very Outset

By A R T  PR E IS

BUFFALO , August 4 —  A
m uffled  ro ll o f drum s sounded 
fro m  behind the closed doors at 
the rea r of the mammoth audito­
r iu m .

Everyone o f the thousand auto 
w o rke r delegates seated a t the 
dozen rows of tables, s tre tch ing 
hundreds o f feed along the length 
of the au d ito rium , turned his head 
away from  the speakers p la tform .

The fo rm a l opening th is  m orn ­
in g  of the S ix th  A nm m l Conven­
tio n  o f the U n ited Autom obile 
W orkers U n ion (C IO ) had already 
taken place. B u t fo r  the workers 
fro m  a ll th e  autom obile and a ir ­
c ra ft centers of the country the 
rea l opening of the convention 
was ju s t about to s ta rt.

“ Here comes the Ford Local 
600 band!”
The thousand delegates stood on 

the  tables and chairs, roared, 
stamped and cheered a tita n ic  
welcome to the Ford  union local.

I t  was the  tr ib u te  of ligh tin g  
un ion  men and women to the l iv ­
in g  symbol o f th e ir  m ig h ty  v ic ­
to ries  o f the i>ast year, the v ic ­
to ries  w h ich  have smashed 
th rough  the greatest bu lw arks of 
the open-shop and in d u s tr ia l op­
pression and have made the UAW- 
CTO the most dynam ic un ion in 
the Am erican labor movement to­
day.

These are no hand-picked dele­
gates, no belavded business agents 
o f the reactionary A F L  c ra ft-un ­
ion  vin tage. These are d ie  men 
and women from  the ranks, the 
leaders of the p icke t lines, the 
shop stewards, the workers on the 
job who have won the greatest 
confidence and respect of th e ir  
fe llow  members.

There is an e lectric atmosphere

of v ita l ity ,  o f confidence, of bold­
ness, em anating from  the as­
sembled delegates.
T H E  U N IO N ’S D E F E N S E  
GUARDS

Sym bolic of the character of 
th is  un ion, as reflected in th is  
convention, are the hundreds off 
delegates w earing th e ir  b r ig h tly  
colored service caps —  the caps 
o f the f ly in g  squadrons, the UA\Y 
local un ion defense guards.

One w h ite  and purple s ilk  ban­
ner is le ttered in  gold: "Local 
581, F lin t,  M ich., F ishe r No. 1, 
T iie  F ly in g  Wedge.”  Another, le t­
tered gold on a green background, 
says: “ The F ly in g  Squadron, 
C hrysler Local 7, D e tro it.”  Ou 
numerous service caps and on the 
un ifo rm  s h ir ls  o f delegates is pro­
cla im ed th e ir  fu n c tio n : “ The F ly ­
in g  Squadron.”

The accomplishments of these 
F ly in g  Squadrons and th e ir  union 
brothers are recorded in  the re ­
po rts  o f R . J. Thomas, U A W  pres­
ent, and George Addes, secretary- 
treasurer.

U N IO N ’S G R E A T G A IN S
The paid-up membership of the 

UAW-CIO is today 526,413, an in ­
crease o f 93 per cent over the 
membership reported a t the last 
convention. T h is  makes the UAW  
the th ird  largest in te rn a tio n a l un­
ion in  t iie  country.

T iie  un ion has contracts cover­
ing  682 plants, p ro tecting  a to ta l 
o f 703,760 workers. A t  the p re v i­
ous convention las t year in  St. 
Louis the un ion had 494 contracts 
covering 398,000 workers.

D u r in g  the past year, through 
the s tr ik e  struggles in  Ford, Gen­
era l Motors, AUis-Chalmers and 
scores of lesser plants and corpor­
ations. the U A W  has secured a 
general average 10 cents an hour 
wage increase in  t iie  autom obile 
in du s try .
A IR C R A F T  IS  N E X T

T iie  m ilita n t s tr ik e  struggles at 
Vultee and N o rth  Am erican A v ia ­
tio n  have opened the way fo r an 
organizational, d rive  in  the mush­
room ing a irc ra ft  in d u s try  w h ich 
has already added 50,000 members

to the ranks of (he UAW . I t  is 
clear from  the vigorous response 
of the delegates to every m ention 
o f the a irc ra ft organ ization drive, 
th a t one of the key am bitions of 
the UAW  members is to carry 
through a d rive  on the scale of 
the Ford campaign to b r in g  the 
500,000 a irc ra ft workers in to  the 
UAW  in  the next year, and thus 
rea lize the slogan or th is  conven 
tion  —  to make th e  UAW-CIO the 
largest and most pow erfu l in te r ­
national un ion in  America.

T iie  in it ia l proceedings o f the  
convention today c learly  revealed 
the moods and feelings of the auto 
workers.

The kind of language they 
respond to is "fighting language. 
Every note of militancy struck 
by any speaker was the occas- 
sion for loud applause and 
cheers.
Those speakers who sensed this, 

and responded In  t iie  fashion 
w h ich the  delegates demanded, 
were greeted w ith  the loudest ap­
plause.
T H O M A S  T A U N T S  
W ARM O NG ERS

The desire of the delegates fo r 
m ilita n t expression affected the 
ta lks  o f the various un ion officers 
who spoke. I t  forced R. J. Thomas, 
when he gave h is opening address 
th is  afternoon, to s tr ik e  a much 
stronger note than was expected 
o f h im .

Perhaps the most s ign ifican t res­
ponse to any po rtion  o f Thom as’s 
speech was when he dealt w ith  
the w a r question.

A fte r  declaring th a t he was fo r 
m a te ria l aid to Great B r ita in  — 
a statem ent w h ich received scarce­
ly  any response —  Thomas stated:

“ I  was called a war-m onger by 
certa in  people (the S ta lin is ts ) a 
few m onths ago when I  advocated 
m ateria l aid to  B r ita in .

“ Today we can hear these same 
people w an ting  to go m uch fu r th e r  
than I  w ant to go today. I  p red ic t 
th a t these same people w il l  be 
advocating we go to war.

“I  still say we should keep 
ourselves on record as against

any foreign adventure.”
This last rem ark brought 

forth an instantaneous and tre ­
mendous volume of applause, 
and indicated that there is po­
tentially no more powerful an 
anti-war force in this country 
today than the auto workers. 

U N IO N  D E M O C R A C Y  
JE A LO U S LY  G U A R D ED  

The delegates are qu ick to res­
ent and loud ly  oppose anyth ing  
tha t smacks of high-handed or a r­
b itra ry  decisions from  the chair, 
and jealously guard every demo­
cra tic  r ig h t.

The m in o r ity  o f the Credentials 
Committee reported th a t an at­
tem pt was being made to refuse 
seating to the large delegation 
from  the m il ita n t AUis-Chalmers 
local, whose 8,000 members recent­
ly  won a b itte r  79 day s trike . The 
report charged tha t' the seating 
of these delegates was being held 
up on t iie  techn ica lity  th a t the 
local, in  v io la tio n  of a clause in 
tire constitu tion , had nominated 
and elected delegates at. the same 
meeting. The m in o r ity  of' t iie  com­
m ittee p u t in  a m otion to seat the 
A llis-Chalm ers delegation im m e­
d iate ly .

The minority motion was 
greeted with a tremendous vol­
ume of applause and stamping 
of feet. When Ed Hal), a form ­
er board member, took the 
floor and condemned any a t­
tempt to deprive the A llis- 
Chalmers workers of represen­
tation, and charged that this 
would be an act greeted most 
warmly by the open-shoppers 
throughout the country, he 
nearly brought the house down. 
The storm  was quieted fina lly  

by the explanation tha t the com­
m ittee m a jo rity  had not acted 
against seating tiie  A llis-Chalm ers 
delegation —  although i t  had been 
the decision of a caucus o f the 
rig h t-w in g  to a ttem pt th is  —  and 
by a m otion in s tru c tin g  the Cre­
dentia ls Committee to  b r in g  in 
its  recom m endation on the dis­
puted delegates as the firs t busi­
ness tom orrow  m orn ing , so as to

Hillman, Lewis in UAW Clash
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vention, is  an  in d ica tion  tha t the 
Addes leadership w i l l  not. make a 
clean-cut fight.

B u t the ra n k  and file m ilita n ts  
w i l l  not give up so easily. They 
are determ ined to give battle  to 
Reuther, and m any say openly 
th a t should R cu tlie r be allowed to 
ru n  away w ith  th is  convention, 
he would do eve ry th ing lie could 
to  reduce the U A W  to a company

union stooge of the government. 
There, w i l l  be a ba ttle  of some 
k in d  here, h u t conducted by the 
ran k  and file and not t iie  leaders 
who have sat fo r  the la s t year 
on the In te rn a tio n a l Executive 
Board and who have not the sto­
mach fo r it.

S T A L IN IS T S  A R E  S IL E N T
The S ta lin is ts  at th is  conven­

tion  are on ly  w h iim in g  hoys fo r 
Reuther, who attacks t h e m

Hillmanites Beginning To 
W ork W ith Stalinists Again

In spile of all the harsh names that they have thrown at 
each other in the last two years, the Stalinists and the H ill­
manites appear to be gradually getting together again, in  the 
long run, it is the political line that counts. And the political line 
of the Stalinists today is the same as that of the Hillmanites: 
both fu lly  support the war program of Roosevelt.

The reconciliation of the two is not yet talked about openly
by either the Stalinist leaders o r®
Hillm an. A t this stage of the
game, i t  would be embarrassing 
fo r them both.

Nonetheless, the process goes 
steadily on.

H IL L M A N IT E  D E F E N D S  
S T A L IN IS T S

Two weeks ago Frederick F. 
Pmhey, secretary-treasurer of 
the I.L .G .W .U ., attacked the Stal­
inists a t a pre-war ra lly  in New  
York. A  few  days later, M urray  
Weinstein, manager of Cutters 
Local 4 of the Amalgamated  
Clothing Workers of America, a 
fa ith fu l follower of H illm an, ad­
dressed his local and expressed 
disagreement w ith  Umhey’s re­
marks.

“Labor should stand united 
this time regardless of political 
differences,” he said, meaning

that the Hillm anites w ill work 
together w ith anyone who sup­
ports the war. 

H IL L M A N IT E -S T A L IN IS T  
GROUPS

The D aily W orker this week 
reported the formation of a “ New  
York Labor Union Prdfes Asso­
ciation fo r Defense,” an organ­
ization of editors of C IO  and 
A F L  papers in  New York state 
for the purpose of pushing sup­
port of the w ar program in the 
trade union press.

Stalinist editors of trade union 
papers are functioning in  the or­
ganization. The president of the 
outfit is J. B. S. Hardman, editor 
of H illm an’s The Advance and 
earnest bootlicker of Hillm an, 
who would never function in such 
a committee w ith Stalinists w ith­
out H illm an approval.

m erely as a cover fo r his drive  
to ge t a bureaucratic g r ip  on the  
UAW  and w a te r down its  -m ilit­
ancy. In  re a lity , the Communist 
P a rty  po licy is closer to th a t of 
Reuther than to tha t of the Lewis 
group.

Both Reuther and the Com­
munist Party are all-out de­
fenders of Roosevelt’s w ar 
drive. W ith  the change in the 

“party line” the CP is now t r y ­
ing its best to crawl back into 
the camp of the Hillm an- 
Roosevelt warmongers. Since 
Reuther, however, persists in 
kicking them around, the S tal­
inists lie back quietly, and w ait 
for the wrath to blow over, so 
that they can make their peace 
with the H illm an elements.
The com parative lack o f S tal­

in is t a c tiv ity  a t th is  convention 
is a re flection  of th e ir  .political 
about-face.

W h ile  the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  con ti­
nue to maneuver fo r  posts in  ty p i­
cal opportun is t fashion, th e ir 
basic p o lit ic a l line  is now in  agree­
ment w ith  the extreme r ig h t  w ing 
of the CTO. T h is  w i l l  be c learly  
borne out by th is  convention, and 
by the com ing CIO convention.

A V IA T IO N  S T R IK E  IS S U E
The next test of the contending 

forces at th is  convention, and the 
test w h ich  w i l l  reveal the basic 
problems fac ing the  CIO gener­
a li, w i l l  probably occur on the 
resolution concerning the N orth  
Am erican A v ia tio n  s trike , and the 
s trikeb rea k ing  d ic ta to r ia l acts of 
Frankensteen.

A  strong condemnation of 
Frankensteen w ill be put on 
the floor of the convention by

Anton Penyaska
Comrade Anton Penyaska 

died on Monday, August 4, in  
Montgomery, Pennsylvania a t 
the age of 69 years.

He was one of the founders 
of the Communist P a rty  in  the 
United States and was fo r 
years a leading figu re  in  the 
H ungarian  Federation o f the 
pa rty , ed ito r of U j E lore, Com­
m un is t H ungarian  newspaper.

He was among the earliest 
leaders of the Com m unist p a rty  
to be expelled fo r T ro tsky ism  
and became a cha rte r member of 
the Com m unist League of Am er­
ica, the W orkers P a rty  o f the 
U n ited States and the Socialist 
W orkers Party.

The Socia list W orkers P a rty  
salutes an old and loya l figh ter 
fo r  w o rk ing  class freedom.

the resolutions committee. This 
basic question w ill be dis­
cussed: W ill the U A W  tolerate 
government strikebreaking, and 
the Iloraer M artin  type of vio­
lation of the local union’s de­
mocratic rights, or w ill the 
union continue the fight for 
decent wage and working con­
ditions in the face of govern­
ment opposition, and wipe out 
the trend toward a dictatorial 
bureaucracy within the union?
W hether the R euther group suc­

ceeds in  sweeping th is  convention 
or not, there s t i l l  is and w i l l  be 
a potent m il ita n t  core in  the 
UAW  w h ich  w il l  not stand by and 
see the un ion ont to  pieces by the 
W all s tree t w ar m achine w ith  the 
help of th e ir  lackeys a t the union 
head. The fig h tin g  ranks, s t i l l  un­
defeated, and m oreover inspired 
by the Ford v ic to ry , w i l l  meet the 
com ing attacks by Roosevelt and 
his m ed ia tion  board and OPM, 
w ith  a firm  struggle in  defense of 
unionism .

A t  th is  convention these m il i­
tants are fig h tin g  to pu t some 
backbone in to  the figh t against 
Reuther. A fte r  t iie  convention, 
regardless of the results, they w ill 
proceed to bu ild  the k in d  of f ig h t­
ing  un ion, and the k in d  of deter­
m ined leadership, th a t the UAW  
w i l l  have to have in  the figh t 
against the w a r and against the 
attacks of the employees.

prevent any s ta llin g  of the seating 
of the. A llis-Chalm ers represent­
atives.
F R A N K E N S T E E N  BOOED

The m aker of the m otion to re­
fer the decision to the next m orn­
ing was R ichard Frankesteen, the 
in te rna tiona l board member who 
supported the  use of troops against 
the N o rth  Am erican A v ia tion  
workers.

No sooner had he approached 
the m icrophone to speak than he 
was met by a chorus of boos from  
a ll sections o f th e  ha ll. Thomas 
in  h is  published report had denied 
tha t Frankenstoen had condoned 
the use of troops, bu t th is  has not 
convinced a large section o f tiie  
delegates. And many o f those who 
do accept the explanation on th is  
po in t, are s t i l l  b itte r  about Fran- 
kensteen’s a rb itra ry  action in  sus­
pending the officers of the N o rth  
Am erican local. The lesson of Ho­
mer M a rt in ’s un ion-d isrup ting  
tactics has sunk deep.
NEG RO  D E LE G A TE S  A C T IV E

■Once more, a t th is  convention, 
is shown the freedom from  racia l 
pre judice tha t has m arked the 
policies o f the UAW  and the CIO. 
A lm ost every large delegation at 
the convention includes Negro del-’ 
egates, who pa rtic ipa te  fu lly  and 
free ly  in  a ll the convention ac tiv ­
ities.

i t  -was especially g ra tify in g  to 
see the many Negro workers in  
the Ford delegation and in  the 
Ford Local 600 band. One of the 
most vic ious features o f F ord ’s 
an ti-labor policies was his a ttem pt 
to  s p lit  the workers by p lay ing 
Negro and w h ile  workers against 
each other.
M A N Y  W O M E N  P R E S E N T

Women workers are p lay ing  an 
im p o rtan t role in  th is  convention, 
re fle c ting  t iie  v ita l pa rt they are 
p lay in g  in  the whole organiza­
t io n a l life  and struggles of the 
auto workers.

One of the brigh tes t spots in 
th e  convention thus fa r  was the 
parade of the Women’s A u x ilia rie s  
in  the convention h a ll th is  m orn­
ing. As they marched down the 
aisle, a l l the delegates rose and 
cheered them  and then broke in to  
the  s t ir r in g  tune o f “ S o lid a rity  
Forever.”  The banner which head­
ed the parade p roud ly  announced 
th a t the membership of the UAW 
W omen’s A u x ilia ry  has increased 
345 per cent in  the past year. No 
other un ion has been able to draw 
tiie  w ives and m others o f the 
workers in to  the un ion struggles 
so w e ll as the UAW . The m ilitancy  
o f the women on the  UAW  p icke t 
lines is tra d itio n a l.

W hatever decisions are made — 
and some of them may be poor 
and m isguided —  one t i l in g  i a 
ce rta in : The whole character, t r a ­
d itio n  and com position o f tiie  
UAW-CIO w i l l  not to le rate fo r 
long policies w h ich  w i l l  lead to 
the  destruction o f un ion democ­
racy and m ilita n cy . T im e and 
again e ffo rts  have been made to 
enforce such po lic ies on the au io 
un ion —  Francis D illo n  and 
Hom er M a rtin .tr ie d  i t  —  bu t these 
attem pts have fa iled . Eacli tim e 
the auto w orkers  have spewed 
fo rth  these poisonous reactionary 
elements. And each tim e  the UAW 
has made new g ian t strides fo r­
ward.

One has on ly  to s it  fo r  a  b rie l 
tim e  among these -delegates, to 
observe th e ir  seriousness, th e ir  
stern sense of respons ib ility , th e ir  
boundless m ilita n c y  and confi­
dence, th e ir  in na te  love of free­
dom o f expression, th e ir  hatred 
o f bureaucracy to be convinced 
th a t here is  a un ion capable of 
con fron ting  a ll the hosts of reac­
tio n  and ending the strugg le v ic ­
to riously .

Tobin Hints He M ay Purge 
New Y ork, Chicago Locals
His Editorial Attack On New York and Chicago Teamsters Is Like 
Attack He Made on Local 544 of Minneapolis in May "Journal"

Three more big teamsters union locals— Locals 807 and 384^ 
of New York and Local 705 of Chicago—are the next on the 
“ purge”  list of A FL Teamsters International President Daniel 
J. Tobin, it is clear from the July, 1941 issue of Tobin’s per­
sonal organ, the “ Teamsters Journal.”

These three locals are named in that issue in an editorial 
by Tobin in terms much like those which Tobin used against 
the Minneapolis Teamsters Local 544 in the May, 1941 issue o f 
the same “ Journal.”  That editorial attack was followed by 
T ob in ’s attem pt to impose a die ®  
tator-rece iver over Local 544, a 
un ion-d isrup ting  move w h ich  the 
membership o f l.ocai 544 answered 
by d is a ffilia tin g  from  Tobin 's ro t­
ten setup and accepting an in v i­
ta tio n  to be chartered by the CIO.

Hillmanites Attack Lewises 
For CIO Teamster Charter

ROCHESTER, July 29—The Rochester Industrial Union 
Council controlled by followers of the Sidney Hillman wing 
in the CIO. last night openly attacked John L. Lewis, A. D. 
Lewis, the United Construction Workers Organizing Committee 
and the CIO’s granting of a charter to the Minneapolis motor 
transport workers who left the AFL.

It was evident from the ferocity of the attack that the H il l­
manites, in addition to opposing the m ilitant policies of the CIO, 
intend to conduct a campaign of fu ll support to the Rooseyelt-
Tebin fight to prevent teamsters’®----------------— r — 77— — 7— ,

to operate to the detriment of
from joining the CIO.

The attack was opened by 
Council President John H . Cooper 
who called John L. Lewis’ ac­
tions “dictatorial.” I t  was car­
ried on by the delegate from the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, 
Milton Hofferbert, who intro­
duced the resolution claiming 
that the activities of John L. 
Lewis’ brother, A.D., in  seeking 
to organize teamsters -into a CIO  
industrial union, “not only fa il 
to promote the best interests of 
organized labor but actually tend

labor.”
The resolution specifically 

condemned A . D . Lewis, “and 
particularly his unwarranted 
and self-serving attempted 
raids on the teamsters’ union,” 
using almost the same language 
Tobin uses to justify  the thugs 
he keeps in  Minneapolis.’

In  the same resolution these 
stooges of H illm an could not re­
strain themselves from  com­
mending him and the OPM  for 
their efforts to get a “stabiliza­
tion,” no-strike program adopted 
by the construction industry.

Local 544’s affiliation to the 
CIO has inspired many other 
progressive teamsters locals to  
seek ways and means o f getting 
out of Tobin’s dictatorial con­
trol and to join the CIO. That 
is why Tobin has sent hundreds 
of strong-arm men into M in­
neapolis in a desperate attempt 
to crush Local 544, and why 
Tobin’s friend Roosevelt or­
dered the Department of Jus­
tice to indict sixteen members 
of Local 544, along with So­
cialist AVorkers Party members 
and others— a total of 29 de­
fendants— for “seditious con­
spiracy” on July 15.

T O B IN  A TTA C K S  SAVP
Tobin ’s latest ed ito ria l coin- 

p la ins th a t “ in  some of our big 
unions lik e  Local 807 and 584 of 
New Y ork, l.oca i 705 of Chicago 
and many others,”  members “ have 
to lis ten  in  m eeting a fte r meeting 
to men who are fu ll-fledged mem 
hers of our unions, w o rk in g  on 
trucks  o r in  ware-houses, and at 
the same tim e  are full-fledged 
agents of one of t iie  above named 
d is tu rb ing  governm ent —  and 
n n i o  n-destroying organizations. 
Am ong the “ government-destroy­
in g ”  organizations th a t Tobin 
names is the Socia list W orkers 
Party . He goes on:

“The rank and file listen to  
them and in their innocence be­
lieve they arc able men. Bear 
this in mind; that a member of 
the Socialist AVorkers Trotsky 
Party is never absent from a 
meeting . . .  Before you know 
what you are doing you w ill be 
caught by the throat in a lock­
out, a strike, or in some other 
form of rebellion.. . ” To Tobin’s

boss-minded way of thinking, a 
strike is a rebellion.

FE A R S  544’S N E W S P A P E R  
In  another ed ito ria l in  the same 

issue, en titled  “ R e tu rn  Dunnes’ 
Poisonous L ite ra tu re ,"  Tobin ser­
ves notice on officers o f local un­
ions, tha t i f  they receive copies 
of t iie  In û u s tr t iï l Organizer, week­
ly  organ of Lccal 544-CIO, “ We 
expect you as red-blooded A m eri­
cans to re tu rn  to them  th e ir  po i­
sonous lite ra tu re  o r any other 
such lite ra tu re  w h ich  yoi) may re­
ceive.”  Above a ll, Tobin fears th a t 
the ra n k  and file -o f the teamsters 
everywhere may hear Local 544- 
CIO's side o f the story.

The m inutes o f the June 8th 
Teamsters’ In te rn a tio n a l General 
Executive Board, published in  th e  
same issue, ind ica te tha t T ob in ’s 
assault on Local 544-CIO, and h is 
contemplated assaults on o ther lo ­
cals, may he a t the  d irec t in s tiga ­
tion  of the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion.

A fte r a ttack ing  the Socia list 
W orkers P arty  and o th e r organ­
izations as “ subversive,”  the m in ­
utes include these sign ificant 
words: “ In fo rm a tio n  reaching us 
through many sources, inc lud ing  
our government, advises the Gen­
eral Executive Board to expla in 
these dangers to our general mem­
bership . . . AVe caution and warn 
our membership to stamp out, 
wherever possible, those serpents 
of destruction posing as un ion 
m en.”

In  short, Tobin is out to 
purge the truckdrivers of all 
militants, at the behest of the 
AVar Deal.

T O B IN ’S A N T L L A IÎO R  A L L Y
A  rep o rt in  the “ Jou rna l”  from  

Tobin 's representative in  M innea­
polis, T. T. Neal, boasts th a t “ Gov­
ernor Stassen of M innesota has 
promised to do eve ry th ing  w ith in  
the law  to he he lp fu l to us" — 
th a t is, against Local 544-CIO. 
T h is reactionary Republican Gov­
ernor is the au thor of the in fa ­
mous “ Stassen Slave Labor Law ,”

under w h ich unions are compelled 
to file s tr ik e  notices, w a it 30 days 
before s tr ik in g  and are hampered 
in  o tlie r ways. That's the k ind  of 
a lly  tha t Tob in  finds.

The m e n ta lity  o f th is  $30,000 a 
year scoundrel is su ffic ien tly  char­
acterized by the fac t th a t Tobin 
approv ing ly  p r in ts  in  h is  "J o u r­
n a l”  a v ic ious attack on the CIO 
by P rem ier Hepburn of O ntario, 
Canada, who is perhaps the most 
rab id  an ti-labor o ffic ia l on the 
N o rth  A m erican continent.

Frankensteen OK'd 
Use of Troops in 
Aviation Strike

Richard Frankensteen and 
his friends are try ing  to  tell 
the U A W -C IO  Convention de­
legates that he never support­
ed Roosevelt’s use of troops 
against the North American 
Aviation strikers.

But here is what Franken­
steen said then, as he is quoted 
in the New York H E R A L D  
T R IB U N E , June 12, early edi­
tion, in an Associated Press 
dispatch:

“I  take this opportunity to 
publicly recognize the action 
of the United States govern­

ment and Arm y which was 
taken in this situation, In the 
national interest. The action of 
the army under Col Branshaw. 
has been completely fa ir. 
There has been no abuse of 
power and no violation of in­
dividual rights.

“I  disapprove of use of 
troops in strikes which are 
legitim ately called as a last 
resort. This position is shared 
by and practiced by the Pre­
sident of the United States. 
As Governor of New York  
State He never saw fit to use 
troops against labor. In  his 
eight years as Chief Executive 
of our nation, he has never 
used troops against labor.

“But no honorable citizen, 
be he union member or not, 
can disapprove of the Presi­
dent’s position in refusing to 
tolerate the wildcat strike pre­
cipitated by the enemies of oUr 
nation.”

VOICE YOUR PROTEST 
OF FBI PROSECUTION OF SWP!

Members of the Socialist Workers Party a n-d the leaders of Motor Transport and Allied 
Workers Union, Local 544-CIO— a total of twenty-nme defendants— have just been indicted 
in Minnesota on charges of “ conspiracy to overthrow the Government.”  Not since the infam­
ous Palmer cases following the last war has the Federal Government conducted such a per­
secution against members o f a working class p a rty  for their opinions or trade unionists be­
cause of their activities in the labor movement.

The defendants urgently need funds to d e fray  the heavy costs of fighting this case. DO YOUR  
S H A R E !

THE AMERICAN CIVIL  
LIBERTIES UNION

“The American Civil Liberties Union went on 
record in opposition to the Smith Act when it 
was introduced in Congress and a fte r its pas­
sage in 1940 the Union announced its intention 
to test the constitutionality when and i f  the 
occasion arose. Such an occasion, we believe, is 
at hand now, in these first cases under the law.

THE NATION
“For the first time in peace since the Alien and 
Sedition Laws of John Adams a mere expres­
sion of opinion is made a federal crime. Under 
these provisions a man m ight be sent to ja il 
for ten years because he circulated such un- 
American documents as the Declaration of In ­
dependence and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural, for 
both ‘advocate, abet, advise, or teach the duty, 
necessity, desirability, or propriity  of over­
throwing or destroying any government’ by 
force . . .  I f  the leaders of Local 544 can be con­
victed for their opinions, so can others.”

THE C.I.O.
“I t  is deplorable that the functions of the U.S. 
Department of Justice have been perverted in 
this reprehensible m anner. . .  The National 
C.I.O. w ill not be deterred by the indictments 
but w ill continue to carry forward w ith all the 
resources a t its command the campaign to or­
ganize the Motor Transport and Allied Workers 
in Minneapolis and the nation.”

THE NEW REPUBLIC
“This is one of the most serious issues involv­
ing civil liberties to arise in the United States 
in many years . . .  That the Minneapolis case 
is tremendously important goes without saying. 
President Roosevelt and Acting Attorney Gen­
eral Francis Biddle have repeatedly promised 
that there would be no such violations of civil 
liberties as stained the honor of America in the 
last war. For a country preparing to fight for 
the principles of democracy, now to violate 
those principles. . .  would be unforgivable; i t  
would be worth ten divisions to H itler.”

F i l l  O u t 

T h is  C oupon  

As Y o u r P ro tes t 

A ga ins t

T he  In d ic tm e n ts
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Red Army Morale Astonishes Its Enemies
But Soviet Soldiers Fight 
Bravely Because They Have 
Something Worth Defending

B y GEORGE B R E IT M A N
On several occasions since the outbreak o f the  N az i-S ov ie t 

w ar, the N azi au tho rities  have sought to exp la in  the ho ld ing up 
o f th e ir  w a r machine on the E aste rn  F ro n t by the unusual w ay 
the Red A rm y  soldiers f ig h t back.

The New Y ork  Tim es o f J u ly  31 carries a s to ry  telephoned 
by th e ir  B e r lin  correspondent, C. Brooks Peters, con ta in ing  the 
m ost recent o f these “ exp lanations” :

“ The Russians, the Germans re ite ra te , s im p ly  do no t 
f ig h t according to  the European ru les o f w ar. Regardless o f 
the hopelessness o f th e ir  positions, they a llow  th e ir  troops 
to be slaughtered ra th e r than cap itu la te , i t  is  asserted. Com­
m un is t éducation and na tiona l a d m in is tra tion  fo r  the  la s t 
tw en ty  years, the Germans add, have k illed  the souls o f a ll 
Russians.

“ F o r that, reason, they Continue, there is no poss ib ility  
o f the Russian arm ies s u ffe r in g  fro m  a collapse o f m orale, 
‘because a ll the prerequisites o f such a collapse are la ck ing ' 
as a re su lt Of the bestia liz ing  o f the in d iv idu a l th a t has oc­
curred in  Russia.”

The predictions o f “ v ic to ry  w ith in  s ix  weeks”  made by the 
N azis and echoed by “ in fo rm ed”  U. S. generals and m il ita ry  
experts have fa lle n  to the ground. They made th e ir  estim ates

on the basis o f the weaknesses w ro ug h t by the K re m lin  bureau­
cracy th rough  its  purges and repressions, and on the slow  s ta r t 
o f the Red A rm y  in the 1939 F inn ish  w ar, a cam paign tow ard 
which the  Soviet masses fo r  the m ost p a rt had been le tha rg ic . 
B u t they com plete ly disregarded the o ther side o f the p icture.

Leon T ro tsky , because he understood th a t whole p ic tu re , 
o ften  stated th a t the outbreak o f a c a p ita lis t w a r aga inst the 
Soviet U n ion would a t the ve ry  beg inn ing b r in g  fo r th  the s trong ­
est defensist tendencies in  the country.

T ro ts k y ’s P re d ic tio n  N ow  Comes T ru e
In  1934 he w ro te  in  “ W ar and the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l”  (and 

he repeated th is  tho ugh t m any tim es th e re a fte r ) :
“ W ith in  the USSR w ar aga inst im p e ria lis t in te rven tion  

w il l  undoubtedly provoke a veritab le  o u tbu rs t o f genuine 
f ig h tin g  enthusiasm. A l l  the con trad ic tions and antagonism s 
w il l  seem overcome or a t any ra te  relegated to  the back­
ground. The young generations o f workers and peasants th a t 
emerged from  the revo lu tion  w ill reveal on the fie ld o f ba ttle  
a collossal dynam ic p o w e r. . . ”

T ro ts k y  was able to  foresee th is  stubborn resistance ch ie fly  
because he understood the class character o f the f irs t  w o rke r’s 
s tate and as a re su lt the de te rm ina tion  o f the w orkers and peas­
ants, even under the pa ras itic  S ta lin is t bureaucracy, to  hold on 
to w hat they have.

O f course the Red A rm y  soldiers don’t  f ig h t “ according to 
the European ru les o f w a r.”  T h a t isn ’t  because they have ’a d i f ­
fe re n t m il ita ry  technique o r d iffe re n t k inds o f weapons, bu t be­
cause, un like  the European arm ies, the soldiers have som ething 
to f ig h t fo r, and they know i t !

The “ European”  arm ies (and th is  includes the U n ited  States

and a ll o ther c a p ita lis t arm ies as w e ll)  have a d iffe re n t m orale 
because they  are made up o f w orkers  and fa rm ers  who don’t  
w a n t im p e ria lis t wars, who know  they have no th in g  to ga in be­
cause a fte r  the w a r as w e ll as before, they w i l l  be v ic tim s  o f the 
same depressions, hunger and exp lo ita tion . They know  th a t i t  is 
no t the people who w i l l  benefit fro m  the resu lts o f the w ar, bu t 
th e ir  masters, the im peria lis ts , and th a t the lives o f the w o rke r- 
soldiers are being th row n  away in  a cause th a t is n o t the irs .

T h a t is w h y  the soldiers in  the “ dem ocratic”  arm ies do no t 
f ig h t w ith  any conviction. T h a t is w hy they don’t  fee l ready to 
sacrifice th e ir  lives. T h a t is w hy  th e ir  m ain tho ugh t is to  ge t ou t 
o f the a rm y and go back to  th e ir  homes. T h a t is w hy they have 
no confidence in  th e ir  m il ita ry  leaders.

T h a t is w hy the French a rm y  marched o f f  to  w ar, even 
against H it le r  and eve ry th in g  ha te fu l th a t he represents, w ith  
no cheers o r en thusiasm ; observers noted on ly  le th a rg y . T h a t 
is w hy  in  A m erica  today there  is so l i t t le  popu lar support o f 
Roosevelt’s w a r plans. T h a t is w hy  the Am erican draftees these 
past few  weeks have been so rese n tfu l tow ard  the pres identia l 
proposal to  extend the te rm  o f th e ir  service inde fin ite ly .

Nazi A rm y  Is  “ E urop e an ”  Too
I t  is true  th a t up to th is  po in t in  the w a r the Nazis have 

m ainta ined a ce rta in  h igh d iscip line in  th e ir  arm ies, wh ich would 
seem to indica te a much h igher m ora le than is present in  the 
arm ies o f the dem ocratic im peria lis ts .

T h is  m orale, however, is on ly  sk in  deep, and can disappear 
ove rn igh t. I t  was fostered by H it le r ’s g re a t successes, inc lud ing  
the "peacefu l”  successes o f 1933-1939 aga inst the “ democracies.”  
I t  continues to ex is t because the German soldiers know w ha t

FDR Repeats Wilson’s 'Price Control'  Fraud
Presidential Schemes of World War I 
Proved Powerless to Halt Price Boom

By DO N DORE
Roosevelt’s proposals for the control of inflationary war 

prices repeat in all essential features the schemes and devices of 
the Wilson administration during World War I.

We can get an accurate pre-vision of the results which 
Roosevelt’s plans are hound to obtain by studying the effect of 
the similar attempts of Wilson to establish “ price ceilings,” 
“ price controls”  and “ price fixing.”

Using 1913 as the base of 100, the U. S. Department of
Labo r cost o f l iv in g  and w age® -------------------------------------------- ---------
index fo r  the w a r years is as fo l-  steel in terests tha t those “ who do 
low s: not respond in  the s p ir it  o f those

who have gone to give th e ir  lives 
fo r us on bloody fields fa r away 
may safely be dealt w ith  by op in­
ion and the law, fo r the law  must, 
of course, command these th ings."

B u t the “ la w ”  d idn ’t  command 
these th ings. For months the steel, 
copper and m un itions monopolies 
refused to accept the price ce il­
ings w h ich  the W ar Industries 
Board attem pted to establish.

W hen the b ig  industries 
couldn’t  ge t the prices they 
wanted, they refused to  p ro­
duce o r held up the de liveries 
o f goods. The governm ent had 
tw o a lte rn a tive s : set up its  own 
plants, o r comandeer the indu­
s tries  and operate them under 
governm ent con tro l. I t  did 
ne ither.
The W ar Industries  Board, 

w h ich was composed o f the biggest 
corpora tion men and th e ir  rep­
resentatives selected by W ilson, 
would ra th e r have lost the w ar 
than pe rm it the cap ita lis ts  to lose 
con tro l of th e ir  plants and profits.

W oodrow W ilson could address 
Congress and declare th a t: “ Prices 
mean the same th in g  everywhere 
now. They mean the efficiency or 
ineffic iency of the nation . They 
mean v ic to ry  or defeat.”

B u t th is  cu t no ice w ith  the 
corpora tions. They knew th a t 
any th re a t to  commandeer 
p lan ts —  and the th re a t was

Thus, from  1914 through 1918, 
money wages rose an average of 
30 per cent. The cost of liv in g  
rose a t the same tim e 74.4 per 
cent. The increase in  the prices 
o f food and c lo th ing  —  two main 
item s in  the w orkers ’ budget — 
were even h igher than th is  general j 
figure. Food rose to 187 and c lo th ­
in g  to 205.3 cn the 1918 cost of 
l iv in g  index.

By 1920. tw o years a fte r  the 
w ar b u t w h ile  the coun try  was 
s t i l l  governed by the w a r-tim e  
regu la tions, the cost o f liv in g  
index had soared to  an a ll- tim e  
h igh o f 208, a 108 per cent in ­
crease over the  p re -w ar figure.

W IS O N ’S IM P O T E N T  MOVES 
TO  C O N TR O L PRICES

Throughout the w ar the W ilson 
a d m in is tra tion  sought to contro l 
and regulate price in fla tio n . When 
the iro n  and kteel price index 
reached 370 in  J u ly  1917 —  a 
pure ly  speculative rise of 270 per 
cent in  an tic ipa tion  of war o r­
ders —  there was such a trem end­
ous pub lic  protest at th is  brazen 
pro fiteering  tha t President W ilson 
was forced to w arn the iro n  and

M ilw aukee consumers used th is  f lo a t to  ag ita te  against 
the ris in g  cost o f liv in g . I t ’s O K— bu t the f ig h t fo r  the autom atic 
ad justm ent o f wages upward as the cost o f liv in g  rises is the 
basic method fo r  the worker-consum er to  beat the bosses’ game.

made on numerous occasions—  
was an id le  one. Baruch, head 
o f the W ar Industries  Board, 
te s tify in g  before the Senate 
M un itions Com m ittee a fte r  the 
war, was asked w hat he would 
have done i f  h is “ b lu f f ”  to  com­
mandeer p lants had been called 
by the industries. He answered: 
“ I  would have been in  a devil 
o f a f ix .”

F O R M U LA  U N D E R  W H IC H  
PRICES SO ARED U P W A R D

The W ar Industries  Board had 
to “ compromise”  w ith  the steel 
in du s try . T ha t is. i t  v ir tu a lly  ac 
cepted the prices dictated by thr 
steel trus t. The steel tru s t, speak 
fng through Judge Gary, head o’ 
United States Steel contrived 
the argum ent tha t the gov­
ernm ent should not f ix  th t

prices at a po in t where “ the many 
independents could not make a 
p ro fit.”  T h is  sudden solic itude fo r 
the sm all companies, which did 
not produce five per cent of s te t. 
and iron , made possible p ro fit — 
heavy prices.

Some of the sm aller fly-by-n ight 
independents had operating costs 
due to ineffic iency and sm all scale 
production, anywhere from  two to 
five tim es as great as the big cor­
porations lik e  Bethlehem and U. S. 
Steel. I f  prices were fixed on the 
basis of a llow ing  a “ reasonable” 
p ro fit to the sm allest so-called 
m arg ina l producers, the big cor­
porations could and did realize 
hundreds of per cent pro fits on 
th e ir  much lower costs of produc 
lion.

The prices fina lly  agreed upon 
fo r steel sheets were fixed a t the 
price index of 270 —  170 per cent 
above the pre-war figure. For pig- 
iron , i t  was 250, a 150 per cent 
rise over the pre-war figure. Thus 
the steel prices were “ fixed”  at 
a po in t re la tive ly  100 per cent 
higher than the h igh po in t o f n il 
in fla ted  com m odity prices du ring  
the w ar.

A f te r  ii ie  w ar, i t  took 22 
governm ent accountants five 
years to  check U. S. w a rtim e 
income ta x  re turns. T h is  co r­
po ra tion ’s ne t p ro fits , a fte r  a ll 
taxes were deducted, were 
$544,994,879 in  1917. In  1918, 
a fte r  the prices were “ fixed,”  
the ne t p ro fits  were “ on ly ”  
«500,806,116.

S A M E  P R O F IT  F O R M U LA  
USED IN  O TH E R  
IN D U S T R IE S

W ith  a. few va ria tions  price 
"co n tro l”  in  the v ita l copper in ­
dus try  had the same resu lts as 
in  steel.

When the governm ent tried  to fix  
the price a t 16 2|3 cents per pound 
fo r a ll copper purchases, the “ pa­
t r io t ic ”  in du s try  balked and de­
manded 25 cents. In  September 
1917. the governm ent "com pro­
mised”  and set the price a t 23,’ /2  

cents. In  June 1918, under the 
P rice -F ix ing  Committee, i t  was 
jacked, up to 26 cents.

The argum ent used to get the 
governm ent to fix  I h is price was 
th a t the "sm a ll”  companies, w h ich 
operated at high production costs, 
had the r ig h t  to a "reasonable”  
p ro fit. The Federal trade Commis­
sion estimated then tha t on ly  2.09 
per cent o f a ll the copper produced

in  the country cost above 20 cents 
a pound to produce.

When the copper price negotia­
tions were on between Baruch ’s 
P rice -F ix ing  Committee and the 
big  producers, Secretary of Navy 
Josephus Daniels sent a message 
to Baruch in fo rm in g  the la tte r 
th a t the Navy Dept, had secured 
figures showing th a t the average 
production cost of copper was 10 
cents a pound. Even at the o r i­
g ina l price w h ich the government 
had fixed, 16 2|3 cents, the copper 
in d u s try  was m aking an average 
p ro fit of 66 2|3 per cent.

The food staples field is another 
example of how the W ilson ad­
m in is tra tio n  “ fixed”  prices. A 
special Food Contro l A c t was 
passed, and a separate Food Ad­
m in is tra tio n  was established tc 
adm in is ter the Act, which was to 
stab ilize and con tro l in fla tio n a ry  
prices in  food stu ffs.

Prices were ac tua lly  fixed fo r  
on ly three commodities, wheat, 
f lo u r  and sugar— a ll three o f 
which had been f irs t  a r t if ic ia lly  
in fla te d  in  price by speculators 
and corpora tion  fab rica to rs .

The index o f the wholesale 
price o f wheat in  1919— based 
on the governm ent’s “ fixed”  
price— was 240. T h a t is, an in ­
crease o f 140 per cent over the 
p re -w ar price. F lo u r stood a t 
225; sugar, a t 220. The index 
figu re  fo r  a ll com m odities—  
th a t is com m odities which had 
no t been fixed in  price— was 
only 208.

P R IC E  “ F IX IN G ”  W A S  U S E D  
TO K E E P  DO W N  W AG ES

W hat was the purpose of a ll th is  
ballyhoo about “ p rice-fix ing”  th a t 
went on under W ilson, as i t  does 
under Roosevelt now?

The answer to tha t question was 
given by F e lix  F ra n k fu rte r, chief 
executive officer o f the W ar La­
bor Policies Board, in  a bu lle tin  
issued by h im  on Ju ly  25, 1918, 
w h ich stated:

“ Congress, through the taxes on 
excess profits, the W ar Industries 
Board through its  price-fix ing, the 
President, through the veto of 
$2.40 wheat, have prepared t i l l

icay fo r  standard ization of wages.’' 
The c rux  of the whole po licy of 

the W ilson ad m in is tra tion  —  just 
as i t  is w ith  Roosevelt now — 
was to pave the way fo r freezing 
wages and preven ting  the workers 
from  ge tting  increased wages to 
meet the rocke ting  prices and 
profits.

In  keeping down wages, W ilson 
was fa r  more successful than he 
was in  “ price fix in g ”  and in  “ ta k ­
in g  the pro fits  out of w a r.”  

Under W ilson, the  average 
money wages o f union men—  
and th a t m eant then the h igh ly  
sk illed  c ra f t  un ion is ts  o f the 
A F L — rose on an average only 
30 per cent d u rin g  the war. 
T h e ir rea l wages— the am ount 
they could actua lly  buy— fe ll 
23 per cent. I f  wages o f sk illed  
labo r were “ standard ized”  to 
the extent o f a 23 per cent 
actua l wage cut, im agine w hat 
happened to  the m a jo r ity  Of 
workers in  the then unorgan­
ized mass production in du s t­
ries !
Roosevelt is fo llow ing  W ilson in 

almost every single war policy. 
He w il l  be able to contro l prices 
no more than did  W ilson.

U n ti l the tim e  comes when 
the governm ent is forced to  
take over the w ar industries 
and place them under the con­
tro l o f the workers, the w o rk­
ers m ust re jec t a ll phony 
schemes o f price “ con tro l”  
which, in  re a lity , s im p ly  set the 
basis fo r  wage freezing .
The best im m ediate answer to 

increasing prices is increasing 
wages. The “ price con tro l”  slogan 
of a ll organized labor m ust be: 

F o r a r is in g  scale o f wages 
to  meet the r is in g  scale o f 
prices!

happens to  the vanquished in  im p e ria lis t w ars. They have su f­
fered one V ersa illes T re a ty  a lready; they are desperately f ig h tin g  
to preven t another.

B u t once the series o f H i t le r  v ic to ries  is broken and the m y th  
o f N az i in v in c ib i lity  exposed, and once the fe a r o f another V e r­
sailles in  the event o f de feat is removed, d iscip line and m orale 
in the N az i a rm y w i l l  f a l l  even low er than in  the arm ies o f the 
“ democracies.”  Because fun dam e n ta lly  the German a rm y  too 
figh ts  “ according to  European ru les o f w a r”  and is made up o f 
men who know  they are no t f ig h tin g  fo r  th e ir  own in terests.

The Red soldiers, on the o ther hand, no t on ly  have some­
th in g  to f ig h t against, as do a ll the o ther arm ies (aga ins t a sem i­
slave sta tus under H itle r is m , o r a sem i-slave sta tus under another 
Versa illes T re a ty ), b u t they  also have som eth ing to- f ig h t fo r.

W hat the  R ed A rm y  D efends
The October revo lu tion  o f 1917 destroyed the p o lit ic a l power 

o f the c a p ita lis t class, and then destroyed its  economic power. 
The fac to ries  and industries  were taken away fro m  the bosses 
by the state, and the economy was nationalized. The peasants 
took the la rge  estates away fro m  the land lords and the land w ent 
to  the peasants who t ille d  it .  In  sp ite  o f a ll the crim es and 
blunders o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy since then, the economic 
foundation  established by the Russian Revolu tion s t i l l  exists. 
I t  is th is  fo r  w h ich the Soviet troops are w ill in g  to  g ive th e ir  
lives ra th e r than cap itu la te .

W hen the Red A rm y  so ld ie r figh ts  the N azi legions, he kno\ys 
th a t he is no t do ing i t  fo r  the benefit o f a gang  o f bosses who 
w ill continue to e xp lo it h im  a fte r  the w a r ju s t as v ic ious ly  as 
before. He knows th a t he is f ig h tin g  fo r  h im se lf and his children, 
to preserve w h a t he has le f t  o f the g reatest revo lu tion  o f a ll 
tim e, the nationa lized economy w h ich  m ust ex is t and be extended 
before society can go ahead to  socialism , peace and p len ty .

The experiences o f the la s t tw e n ty  years have no t “ k ille d  
the souls o f a ll Russians”  no r bestialized the in d iv idu a l. On the  
con tra ry , these experiences have shown the Russian masses the 
s u p e rio rity  o f l iv in g  in  a w o rke rs ’ state, even though isolated and 
degenerated under S ta lin ism . Because they have freed  themselves 
fro m  the bestia liza tion  o f cap ita lism  and opened up the pos­
s ib ilitie s  fo r  a new life , they are ready aga inst the g reatest odds 
and w ith  in fe r io r  m il i ta ry  equipm ent, as in  the c iv il w a r days 
fo llo w in g  the October revo lu tion , to  f ig h t u n t il death to  p ro tec t 
w h a t they  have already won.

Red A rm y  F igh ts  D esp ite  S ta lin ism
The N azis see in  th is  g re a t defensive s trugg le  by the Soviet 

masses on ly  “ dead souls”  and “ bestialized ind iv idua ls .”  H is to ry  
however w i l l  decide d iffe re n t ly  and w i l l  record i t  as the be­
g in n in g  o f the aw akening o f the masses o f the w o rld  in  W orld  
W a r I I .

I t  is  no t th a t the Soviet w orkers live  in  a pe rfect state. No 
one knows b e tte r than they w h a t is w rong  w ith  the reg im e whose 
fo re ign  polic ies have done so much to a lienate the sym paties 
o f the w orkers  o f the w o rld  fro m  the  Soviet U n ion. No one 
knows be tte r than the Soviet w o rkers  how th is  bureaucracy 
has fastened its e lf  onto the state, sapped its  energies and re ­
sources and weakened the nationa lized economy.

They have seen w ith  th e ir  own eyes the destruction  o f the 
Soviets, the em asculation o f the trade  unions, the e lim in a tio n  o f 
w o rke rs ’ democracy, and the tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f the C om m unist 
P a r ty  fro m  a p a rty  o f Bolshevism  to a m e re , docile figurehead 
fob  the bureaucracy.

B u t in  sp ite  o f a l l th is , they have som eth ing to  defend. They 
know  th a t i f  im peria lism  defeats them, no t on ly w on’t  they ge t 
back the p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  and w o rke rs ’ democracy usurped by 
S ta lin ism , but th a t they w i l l  also lose the economic foundations 
th a t they s t i l l  have.

S ta lin is ts  S ile n t on Class N a tu re  
O f Red A rm y  M o ra le

A nd when we consider how he ro ica lly  they are fig h tin g , we 
can co rre c tly  say th a t in  th e ir  own language, spoken w ith  the r if le  
and tank, the Soviet masses show a much cleare r understand ing 
o f the h is to ric  processes o f lib e ra tio n  than do 'the learned p ro ­
fessors and law yers  who excel a t “ soc ia lis t”  w a rm ongering .

These “ soc ia lis t”  gentlem en find the task o f he rd ing the 
w orkers in to  the w a r in  the “ democracies”  a fa r  fro m  easy one. 
B u t the Soviet masses, l iv in g  on a progressive economic founda­
tion . even though they  have been robbed o f th e ir  dem ocratic 
r ig h ts , no t on ly  rush to the f ro n t  bu t continue to  f ig h t when i t  
means a lm ost ce rta in  death.

I t  is on ly  the T ro ts k y is ts  who understand, exp la in  and sup­
p o rt the rea l reasons fo r  the g re a t de fensist s trugg les o f the 
Soviet w orkers.

The S ta lin is ts , who are a fra id  to speak in  class term s, do no t 
g ive the  rea l reasons because i t  would o ffend the im p e ria lis ts  
on whom they are p lac ing  so- much confidence; and because i t  
would open the eyes o f the w orkers in  the democracies, -whom 
the S ta lin is ts  arc  u rg in g  to support the im p e ria lis ts  in the w ar, 
to the fa c t th a t the y  have no th in g  to f ig h t fo r  u n t il they  too 
establish a w o rke rs ’ state.

Those “ rad ica ls” — in  re a lity  coun te r-revo lu tion is ts— who arc  
in d if fe re n t to  the outcome o f the m il i ta r y  s trugg le  between the 
Red AVmy and H it le r  also* have no th in g  to say about the reasons 
fo r  the S6viet w o rke rs ’ f ig h tin g  enthusiasm , because i t  i l l  fits  
th e ir  pseudo-revo lu tionary theory th a t the Soviet w orkers should 
no t defend the Soviet Union.

A P ro g ra m  fo r  S ov ie t V ic to ry
Nevertheless, the resistance o f the Soviet masses by its e lf  

cannot insure Soviet v ic to ry . F o r th a t a p rogram  is necessary.
T h is p rogram  m ust ca ll fo r  (1) the in s titu t io n  o f a revo lu ­

tio n a ry  po licy tow ard  Germ any, and (2) the extension o f w o rk ­
e rs ’ democracy, con tro l and r ig h ts  in a ll spheres o f Soviet life .

Such a po licy  would include the open perspective o f  revo­
lu tio n a ry  u n ity  o f the Soviet w o rk in g  class w ith  the German 
w o rk in g  class; a pledge th a t the Soviet U n ion would oppose 
another Versa illes T re a ty  a t the expense o f G erm any; propaganda 
fo r  the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  in  G erm any and the S ocia lis t 
U n ited States o f Europe.

Th.e m ora le and s treng th  o f the Soviet masses would be
raised to the he ights by the rev iva l o f w o rke rs ’ democracy- - the
resto ra tion  o f the Soviets and democracy in  the  trade unions', 
the lega liza tion  o f a ll pro -S ovie t po litica l parties, the release o f 
a ll p ro-S oviet p o litica l prisoners and th e ir  re tu rn  to  th e ir  r ig h t ­
fu l places in  the a rm y  and indus try .

I f  the masses are w a g in g  such a heroic s trugg le  fo r  a de­
generated w o rke rs ’ state, how much m ore courageously w i l l  they 
s tra in  a ll th e ir  energy and resources when they fee l th a t po litica l 
power belongs to them  and no t to the bureaucrats! W hen they  feet 
th a t they have the r ig h t  to determ ine the im p o rta n t questions, 
when they  feel th a t th e ir  success on the ba ttle fie lds  w i l l  n o t 
m ere ly  b r in g  back the sta tus quo, b u t w i l l  fa c il ita te  the extension 
o f the revo lu tion  to advanced c a p ita lis t countries and re s u lt in  
a soc ia lis t w o rld  th a t w i l l  fo reve r destroy the p o ss ib ility  o f im ­
p e ria lis t invasion.

W ith  the adoption o f th is  program , the s trugg le  o f the Soviet 
masses would indeed be transfo rm ed fro m  w h a t is s t i l l  essentia lly  
a defensive figh t, to  m a in ta in  w h a t they a lready have, in to  an 
aggressive offensive to  ga in w h a t they  w a n t: w o rke rs ’ dem ocracy 
inside the Soviet U n ion  and the  assistance and co llabora tion  
w o rke rs ’ states in  the re s t o f the w o rld .
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By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Bosses Responsible for Jim Crow
E very th in k in g  Negro w o rke r who is conscious 

of the real cause o f rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  against 
Negroes in  indus try  w i l l  agree w ith  the recent 
charges of John T. Jones, d irec to r of Labor’s Non- 
P artisan League and leg is la tive representative of 
the CIO, who told a congressional sub-committee 
th a t “ a hand fu l of r ic h  and powerfu l corpora­
tions”  were g u ilty  of such d isc rim ina tion , and 
th a t:

“ The use o f one rac ia l group aga inst another, 
one national group against another, in  order to 
beat down the economic standards of a ll, is an 
old s to ry  to the labor movement. I t  is the an­
cient m axim  of d iv ide and ru le  —  div ide and 
exp lo it.”

I t  would of course be foo lish fo r Jones, or 
any o ther representative o f labor, to deny th a t 
some workers too are g u ilty  of d iscrim ina tion , 
and of fa llin g  in to  the trap  la id  by the bosses.

B ut the im portan t t il in g  is : Who, or what, is 
responsible fo r J im  Crowism? The answer to tha t 
question gives us the answer to the respons ib ility  
fo r  some w h ite  w orkers p ra c tis in g  rac ia l p re ju ­
dice:

The answer, as we know, is th a t the boss­
es, m anufacturers, in d u s tria lis ts  th rough  th e ir  
ca p ita lis t system, are responsible fo.r Jim  
Crow, they are the ones who p ro fit from  it .  
W hen we wipe ou t th e ir  power to. d isc rim in ­
ate against Negroes, we w il l  a t the same 
tim e  remove the poss ib ility  o f w h ite  workers 
succumbing to th e ir  propaganda.

The Bosses Flimy Alibi
The same week that Jones spoke on the ques­

tion , a representative of another organization ap­
peared before another congressional sub-committee, 
and spoke on the same question.

He was Noel Sargent, secretary of the Na­
tio n a l Association of M anufacturers.

Sargent spent some tim e declaring bow sorry 
he and his organization were tha t d isc rim ina tion  
should exist, and c la im ing  th a t the N.AlM. was 
do ing its  share in e lim in a tin g  d iscrim ina tion .

To prove th is  po in t, Sargent referred to advice 
given by the N.A.M. to its  members tha t there 
should be no "a rb itra ry  prejudices in  employ­
m ent,”  and declarations by the officers o f the 
N.A.M. tha t “ m anufacturers should employ Ne­
groes wherever, and whenever possible, in  keep­
in g  w ith  th e ir  general a b ility  and th e ir  ‘accept­
a b il i ty ’ to w h ite  fe llow-w orkers.”

W hat is meant by the dropping of "a rb itra ry ”  
prejudices? Only th is, th a t the bosses should not 
practice prejudice w ith o u t good reason.

The N .A .M . is not rea lly  opposed to Jim  
C ro\yism ; a ll i t  opposes is overdoing i t ;  w ha t 
i t  opposes is m aking its  prejudices too ob­
vious and f la g ra n t:  w hat i t  opposes are ac­
tions which w ill make i t  c lear to  the Negroes 
th a t the bosses are responsible; w ha t i t  op­
poses are cases o f pre judice where the bosses 
cannot make i t  appear th a t the w h ite  workers 
are responsible fo r  Negroes being denied 
em.ploym.ent.
The N .A .M . continues th a t “ wherever employes 

themselves have not d ire c tly  or in d ire c tly  put up 
bars against the h ir in g  of persons because of race, 
color or creed”  m anufacturers generally are ready, 
to employ them.

In  other words, the N.A.M., i f  you would be­
lieve it ,  is  ready to h ire  Negroes, bu t i t  doesn’t 
because of the w h ite  workers who pu t bars in  
the way.

I t  is strange th a t the N .A .M . is no t so 
eager to com ply w ith  the wishes o f its  w o rk ­
ers in  o ther respects. F o r example, recogn i­
tio n  o f the r ig h t  o f w orkers to  organize, 
h ighe r wages, sho rte r hours, etc. W hen i t  
comes to these questions, the bosses fig h t the 
w orkers 24 hours a day, and no tim e o f f  on 
Sundays. B u t when i t  comes to the alleged 
rac ia l prejudices o f the workers, the N .A .M . 
suddenly becomes very cooperative and gives 
in  to  every request and wish, rea l and 
fancied, o f the workers.

I t  does not take a great th in k e r to see through 
the game of the N.A.M., and to understand tha t 
the bosses, who p ro fit from  J im  Crowism by d i­
v id in g  and ru lin g , prefer to place the responsibil­
i ty  fo r th e ir  maneuvers on the w h ite  workers, 
most of whom as ch ild ren  went to school along­
side. of Negro ch ild ren  and never entertained a 
s ingle J im  Crow thought u n t il i t  was introduced 
to them by the w h ite  supremacy propaganda oT 
cap ita lism .

Boss Tells Truth 
About Roosevelt

A t the same tim e tha t Sargent, tr ied  to present 
the question in an anti-labor ligh t, he could not 
re fra in  from  ta k in g  a crack at the government 
fo r its  pious statements u rg in g  indus try  to h ire  
Negroes.

C la im ing tha t the governm ent "has sought to 
concentrate the heat engendered in  th is  issue on 
in du s try ,”  Sargent stated: “ The fact is tha t both 
the Government as well as organized labor m ight 
w e ll pu t th e ir  own houses in  order.”  He then 
w ent on to enumerate the d iffe re n t instances 
where the government itse lf was prac tic ing  J im  
Crowism in the armed forces and governmental 
departments.

Sargent was paying Roosevelt back fo r daring 
to even h in t tha t the employers were responsible. 
In  effect, he said, w hat r ig h t has Roosevelt to 
preach to us when he doesn't practice his own 
preaching?

He made a good a rgu ing  po int, but of course it. 
wasn’t  made in  the in terests o f the Negro people. 
I t  was sim p ly made to rem ind Roosevelt to Ftay 
in  iris own place, and not even pretend to in te r­
fere w ith  in d u s try ’s hand ling  of the problem. 
He made i t  to emphasize the rid iculousness of 
Roosevelt’s hypocritica l position, som ething w h ich 
Roosevelt has already done fo r h im se lf in  his 
executive order u rg ing  an end to d isc rim ina tion , 
bq t nam ing no penalty fo r  disregard o f h is  
order.
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C hurch ill Fought the USSR
The Chief Advocate of Intervention Has Always Hated Soviets

By PHILIP BLAKE g>“
From an imperialist warmonger before the Nazi-Soviet war 

broke out Winston Churchill has, so far as the Stalinists are 
concerned, changed into a guardian o f progress and democracy, 
a fighter against freedom, and a friend of the Soviet Union. For 
them the leopard has. changed all his spots. And in the name of 
aid lo the Soviet Union, the Stalinists now call for all aid to 
Britain and its prime minister, Churchill.

But Churchill has not changed Ins line. I le not only does 
not claim any change in his views toward the Soviet Union, but 
he insists he hasn’t changed- In his speech after the Nazis at­
tacked the Soviet Union, he de-J> 
clared:

’“ The N az i reg im e is  in d is ­
tingu ishab le  from  the w ors t 
fea tu res o f Communism . . .  No. 
one has been a more consistent 
opponent o f communism than I 
have fa r  the la s t 25 .years, I  
w il l unsay no words th a t I ’ve 
spoken about it . ”
Of course he wept on to explain, 

tha t because of the c r it ic a l posi­
tion  now occupied by the B rit is h  
Em pire, i t  m ust be ready to w el­
come w ar against Germany even 
by the Soviet Union. B u t by his 
declaration tha t he would “ unsay 
no words”  about it .  fie made clear 
tha t l\is  basic a ttitud e  toward the 
Soviet Union rem ains unchanged, 
and tha t whenever he can he w ill 
fo llow  the course consistent w ith  
tha t a ttitude .

To fu lly  understand the treach­
ery and s tu p id ity  of the S ta lin is ts  
in  th e ir  ca ll fo r a ll-ou t aid to 
C hurch ill, one has on ly to review 
the “ words" and deeds that 
C h urch ill refuses to unsay.

C H U R C H IL L ’S F IG H T  
A G A IN S T  T H E  R U S S IA N  
R E V O L U T IO N

From  the begiuuing C h u rch ill 
took the most ru lin g  class-consci­
ous stand against the revo lu tion  
led by Len in  and T ro tsky. He 
realized th a t w orld  im peria lism  
would have been a m illio n  times 
better o ff i f  Czarism had not been 
overth row n and the tra in  of events 
begun which culm inated in  the 
overth row  of capitalism - For him, 
Russia w ith ou t the Czar became 
"Russia fo r lo rn ."

"Ju s t when the w orst (p f t^e 
war) was over,”  he mourne.d,

“ when v ic to ry  was In s ight, when 
the fru its  of measureless sacri­
fice were at hand, the old Russia 
had been dragged «own, and ip  
her place there ruled ‘the name­
less beast’ so long foreto ld  in  Rus­
sian legend. Thus the Russian 
people were deprived of V ic tory. 
Honour, Freedom, Peace aud 
Bread- Thus there was no Russia 
in  the Councils of the A llie s  — 
on ly an abyss w h ich  s t i l l  continues 
in human a ffa irs ." ( “ The W orld 
Crisis, 1918-28").

There is reason to believe tha t 
even a t the end o f 19,17, w h ile  B r i­
ta in  was s t i l l  locked in  battle  
w ith  Germany, C hurch ill consi­
dered, the po ss ib ility  of a peace 
at the expense o f the revo lu tion  
which threatened a ll im peria lism .

A t any rate, look ing  back, he 
ev idently  believed tha t there was 
a poss ib ility  of such a peace. In  
“ The W orld  Crisis, 1916-18,”  he 
w rite s :

“ The i m m e n s e  conquests 
which Germany had made in 
Russia, and the hatred and 
scorn w ith  which the Bolshe­
v iks  were regarded by the 
A llie s , m ig h t w e ll have made 
i t  possible fo r  Germany to  
piake te r r ito r ia l concessions to 
France, and to  o ffe r  B r ita in  
the complete resto ra tion  o f Bel­
g ium . The desertion by Russia 
of- the A llie d  cause, and the  
consequent e lim ina tion  o f a ll 
Russian cla im s created a s im ­
ila r  easement in negotiations 
w ith  both A u s tria  and T u rkey .”
I t  is  not know n to th is  day 

whether secret negotiations based 
on th is  idea actua lly  took place

Ecuador-Peru Clash 
Caused by World War

B y Q U E B R A C H O
BUENOS AIRES, July 12, 1941 (By M a il)—The boundary 

conflict between Ecuador and Peru is one more aspect of the 
inter-imperialist struggle in South America.

Almost all the South American countries have had similar 
boundary disputes which more than once have led to threats of 
war and even to bloody struggles.

Argentina and Chile were at the point of armed conflict in 
the first years o f the present century over the frontier in Pata­
gonia, and still today ca rry  on a<S------- — ‘
dispute over the possesion of va - 1 islands are extrem ely useful foi
rious islands in  T ie rra  del Fuego, 
a dispute which has been extended 
to a wide area of the A n ta rc tic  
continent.

Chile ond Peru fo r more than 
40 years carried on a b itte r  feud 
over the provinces of Tacna and 
A rica . Paraguay and B o liv ia  du r­
in g  1932-35 spilled much blood on 
the soil of the Chaco. Peru and 
Colombia were on the verge of 
war over the possession of the te r­
r ito ry  of Le tic ia  d u rin g  these 
same years.

Now, lik e  a discordant note in  
the “ oasis o f peace and democ­
racy,”  as the im p e ria lis t sermons 
lik e  to depict the W estern H em i­
sphere, we hear the sound of arms 
along the fro n tie r  between Ecua­
dor and Peru.

W ith  su rp ris in g  suddenness 
ho s tilitie s  were opened and the 
press w ires in fo rm  us tha t w ith ­
out the least ju s tifica tio n  soldiers - 
0 ,  be lli countries fca.c been :,'i< 
in  view of these developments, in . 
populace of South Am erica uneas­
ily  ask themselves w hat is happen 
ing, and why, du ring  the present 
grave in te rna tiona l s itua tion , it 
there an attem pt to provoke ? 
co n flic t over a secondary bound 
a ry  question among countries o' 
a secondary order on the r.ont: 
nent?

W O R LD  W A R  FQRCES A R E  
B E H IN D  T H IS  IN C ID E N T

W hat is hidden behind th is  out­
rage? Two co inc id ing  in terests:
(1) The sem i-d ic ta to ria l govern­
ments of these countries, by prov­
oking fro n tie r  conflicts, seek to 
arouse waves of "h o ly  pa trio tism " 
to a ttra c t a l i t t le  popular support 
to th e ir  to tte rin g  adm in is tra tions.
(2) The im peria lis ts  foment these 
incidents as pa rt of the in te r-im ­
p e ria lis t struggle w h ich continues 
developing in  South Am erica

I t  has been clearly apparent 
from  the beginning tha t behind 
the governm ent of Ecuador was the 
hand of W ashington. Ecuador pos­
sesses the stra teg ic Galapagos is­
lands w h ich  W a ll Street is in ­
terested in  co n tro llin g  since these

the defense of the Panama Cana, 
from  the Pacific side.

A  base on them or th e ir  s u r­
render, or sale to  the U n ited  
States, is the price which W a ll 
S tree t appears to  have s tip ­
ulated fo r  securing a sa tis fa c t­
o ry  ru lin g  fo r  Ecuador in  its  
houndary quarre l w ith  Peru.
B u t Peru, find ing suppor 

among the powers of the A x is  — 
th e ir  in fluence, p a rtic u la r ly  tha 
o f Japan, is strong in  th is  zom 
of the South Am erican coast o. 
the Pacific — has placed oh 
stacles in  the path of such a ru l­
ing. A tense s itu a tio n  ensuot 
w h ich  today has been aggravated 
by the aggression against Ecua 
dor and w hich Yankee im peria l 
ism fo r  Us own prestige as th i 
‘peacemaker’ of the continent must 
t r y  to solve im m ediate ly. T h is  s.hi 
is try in g  to do w ith  the coilabor 
n-tion o f the o ther South Ameri- 
can governments.

Y A N K E E  IM P E R IA L IS M  S T IL L  
M E E TS  R E S IS T A N C E

F u ll Yankee success in  th is  en 
deavor depends upon a series o 
factors. The schemes of W.af 
Street are s t i l l  fa r from  haviqr 
reached unanimous acceptance i r  
the L a tin  Am erican countries. T in  
recent proposition of Uruguay t r  
the other republics of the conti 
nent not to consider as a be lli 
gerent any country of th is  H-emi 
sphere engaged in  an extra-con 
tin e n ta l w ar — made in  accord 
w ith  suggestions from  W ashing 
ton  —  lias received a negative 
rep ly  from  fou r South American 
governments, those of A rgentina 
Chile, Peru and Colombia.

T h is  is qu ite sym ptom atic: i t  
means th a t Yankee im peria lism  is 
s t i l l  unable to count en tire ly  on 
these countries. And since th is  
lis t, aside from  B raz il, includes 
the countries of greatest weight 
in  South Am erica, the resu lt of 
the new m ediation in  the con flic t 
between . Ecuador and Peru s t ill 
appears doub tfu l fo r the United- 
States.

late in  1917, a lthough some h is to i- 
ians suspect it ,  but a t any rate 
they did  not go through. Perhaps 
the German m ilita r is ts , faced w ith  
an apparently helpless Soviet Un­
ion, fe lt  i t  could have tha t aud 
v ic to ry  over the A llie s  as well.

T H E  “ L IT T L E ”  A N D  “ B IG ’’ 
SCHOOLS OF IN T E R V E N T IO N

The Bolsheviks sought f irs t a 
general peace and, when the A l­
lies refused it ,  were forced to ne­
gotiate a separate peace w ith  Ger­
many. When Germany, a fte r tak ­
ing  r ich  sections of Russia, turned 
its  a lm ost fu ll a tten tion  to the 
western fron t, tw o schools of 
thought on the question o f the 
Soviet Union arose among the A l­
lied powers: L it t le  In te rven tion  
aud B ig  Intervention,.

Advocates of the " L it t le ”  in te r­
vention were interested p r im a r ily  
in  crea ting  an eastern fro n t to 
engage the a tten tions of the Ger­
mans; and draw forces away from  
the western fron t. They were w il­
lin g  to work w ith  anyone in  Rus­
sia who would help: in  th is  task.

The “ B ig ”  in te rven tion is ts  were 
interested in  two th ings: the over­
th row  o f Bolshevism and the re­
creation of the eastern fro n t. I t  
was hard from  th e ir  actions to 
te ll w h ich aim  they considered 
most im portan t.

W inston C hurch ill became 
known as the leading and most 
consistent advocate o f the  
“ B ig ”  in te rven tion . I t  was his 
m aneuvering, and h is  pressure, 
which resu lted in  the adoption 
o f th a t po licy by a ll the A llie d  
po.wers to  one degree or 
another.
Of course, he was not at tha t 

tim e  Prim e M in is ter, and he did 
not have fu ll power to affect the 
course of events. In  every way 
tha t he could, however, he did. 
I t  was not his fa u lt tha t the So­
v ie t Union was no'f overthrow n in 
its  early  years, and he, above a ll 
others, was responsible fo r the 
length of the c iv i l  w ar period-

C H U R C H IL L ’S R © LE  D U R IN G  
C IV IL  W AR, 19181-1921

A fte r “ precious m o n th s ”  als 
C h urch ill complains, has been 
wasted, the AH-lfcs began, oaten-' 
s ib ly  in  the name o f the war 
against Germany, to laud troops 
on Russian soil, seizing strateg ic 
sea ports and beginning to. occupy 
ever w ider te rr ito ry . The Bol­
sheviks were too occupied w ith  
other more im m ediate dangers to 
be able to do much about it.

And behind these spreading A1 
lied lines, in  every case, new "gov 
ernm ents”  sprang up, .armies 
were equipped, and counter-revo 
lu tio n a ry  forces organized. A? 
C h urch ill records it :

“ In  the ups and downs o f 
c iv il w a r the Russian V o lun­
teer A rm y  wideTy extended the 
lim its  o f its  a u th o rity  d u rin g  
the la tte r  p a rt o f 1918. . .W h ile  
a ll else was at f irs t  disputed 
and confused, a sense o f as­
sociation w ith  a g reat w orld  
outside was a sure foundation  
upon which the a u th o rity  o f the 
counter-revo lu tionary  leaders 
could rest, and th is  association

Limited Monarch

Tom Girdler, head of the Re­
public Steel Corporation at 
whose Chicago plant' occurred 
the bloody Memorial Day Mas­
sacre during the L ittle  Steel 
Strike of 1937, has at last been 
brought to his knees. The great 
Bethlehem Steel strikes and the 
relentless organizational drive 
of the Steel Workers Organiz­
ing Committee (CIO.) has 
forced him to agree to recog­
nize the union and sign a union 
contract.

was soon to  take  a p ractica l 
fo rm .”
When the Germans annexed 

sections of. the Soviet Union, the 
counter-revo lu tionary groups in  
Russian border states, Poland, and 
the Ukraine, rushed to welcome 
them. C h u rch ill saw no th ing 
w rong in tha t:

“ E ve ry th ing  is re lative. E very­
one remembers (and tries  to fo r­
get) the German occupation oi 
Belgium . Here in  the Ukra ine 
these same Germans came as del­
iverers and were spontaneously 
recognized- as such, not, on ly by 
the general population, but by 
those p a trio tic  elements most hos­
t ile  to, the invaders of Russia. A 
dose of Communism induces a de 
s ire  in  any population to. welcome 
any other form  —  even the harsh 
est — of c iv ilised  au tho rity . W ith 
the a rr iv a l of the German ‘steel 
helmets’ life  again became bear 
able. One had only to subm it, keep 
quiet, and obey: thereafter every­
th in g  was smooth and efficient. 
Better the iro n  heel of the fore ign  
sold ier than unresting persecution 
by. a priesthood of blackguards 
and fanatics."

(T h a t means th a t C h u rch ill 
would today p re fe r a Nazi v ic­
to ry  to  a W orke rs ' Government 
in  Eng land.)
A nd when Germany was de­

feated, these “ p a trio tic ”  elements 
turned to the v ic to rious im peria l­
ists. “ And when in  the end a lt 
resistance .Cell in  one stupendous 
crash, i t  was to the tr iu m p h a n t 
western a llies th a t a ll these peo­
ples and embryo governments ra l­
lied  w ith  joy  and conviction.”  For 
them, any th ing  bu t a W orkers ’ 
Government in  Russia.

W A R  A G A IN S T  USSR 
A F T E R  T H E  A R M IS T IC E

W ith  the defeat of Germany, 
C h urch ill adm its, “ Every argu­
ment w h ich had led to in te rvem  
tion  had disappeared.”  I t  was un­
der these conditions in  January, 
1919, tha t C h urch ill became Secre­
ta ry  of State fo r W ar. In  th is  
post he d id  his best t o . complete 
What lie called "the  unfinished 
task”  of the War.

P rim e M in is te r L loyd  George, 
C h u rch ill’s sup&ridf believed tha t 
“ t lie  B o ls lie v ik i movement is as 
dangerous to c iv iliza tio n  as Ger­

man m ilita r is m .”  B u t he was 
a fra id  tha t i f  lie sent a large a rm ­
ed in te rven tiona ry  force, “ the a r ­
mies would m u tin y .”  " I f  a m ill-  

, tar.y enterprise were started 
against the Bo ls liev ik i, th a t would 
make England Bolshevist, and 
there would be a Soviet in  Lon­
don.”

There were th rea ten ing rumbles 
from  Ire land, G ib ra lta r, Malta, In  
dia. The head of the Im peria l 
General Staff, S ir Henry W ilson, 
who also favored in te rven tion  i f  
possible, was forced to state:

“ We are s it t in g  on top o f a 
m ine which may go up any 
m inute.”  And a few days la te r: 
" . . .  Even now we dare not 
g ive an unpopu lar order to. the 
troops, and discip line was a 
th in g  o f the p a s t . . . ”
The B r it is h  trade union move 

ment announced opposition to in 
tervention . S trikes broke out i r  
Eng lish cities. L loyd George knew 
tha t “ The Canadian soldiers would 
not agree to stay and figh t againsi 
the. Russians. S im ila r troubles had 
also occurred among the other A l­
lied troops . . . ”  As Clemenceau 
put It, “ the A llies  were in  need 
of a speedy so lu tion . . . th e ir  pop­
u la tions would stand no more.”  

Thus when C hurch ill entered 
the W ar Office, he was to a con­
siderable degree restra ined by 
L loyd  George and had to fo llo w  
out his operations w ith in  the gen­
eral sphere of the perspectives 
of h is chief. T ha t meant l i t t le  
chance of a B rit is h  arm y of occu­
pation. The best lie could hope and 
w ork fo r was fu ll and effective 
aid to the Russian counter-revo­
lu tion . To th is  task C hurch ill ap­
plied h im se lf w ith  a ll his energy.

(A  second a rtic le  on C hurch ill 
w il l appear next week).

Pacifists Seek 
to ' Fight'  W ar 
W ith a Petition

Army Incites Draftees 
Against Trade Unions

By A  D R A F T E E

Sometime ago a General spoke over the radio. Me spoke 
against the workers on strike in defense industries while the 
soldiers were w illing ly working for $2I-$30 a month. This, of 
course, isn’t true; the draftees never voted on or bargained for 
their salary. On the contrary they were cursed with it. Never­
theless the General’s speech did have an effect on the draftees.

In the same way that unskilled workers get angry when 
the skilled workers go out on strike demanding higher wages 
without demanding a rais.e in the pay of the unskilled, so also
does the sold ier get an g ry  when 3--------------------------------------------------------
he sees workers going on s trike  
fo r a raise and seemingly not g iv ­
in g  a damn about tbe p lig h t of 
the sold ier who continues, to get 
$21 or $30 per m onth. The gov­
ernm ent is t ry ip g  to. u tilize  th is  
S ituation to create a cleavage be.- 
tween the sold ier and c iv ilia n  
worker.

Jlust as there came a tim e when 
the trade union movement found 
its e lf at a s tan ds till and could 
pot advance w ith o u t the organiz­
ing  of the unorganized (fo rm ation  
and grow th of the CIO), so also 
the tim e is near when labor can 
not advance w ith o u t a id ing  the 
soldiers.

I ’ve, heard ib is  from  many p r iv  
ntes (p rev ious ly  w o r k e r s ) :
“ They’re com pla in ing  about the ir 
$30 a week w h ile  we get $21 or 
$30 per m onth .”

I t  is not a m atter of the trade 
unions sym path iz ing w ith  the 
p lig h t of the sojd ier but the un­
ions w ill e ithe r ac tua lly  help h im  
or else the government w i l l  t ry  to 
u tilize  h im  as a s trikeb reak ing  
agency.

D R A FT E E S  A N T I-W A R  B U T  
L IK E L Y  TO C H A N G E

The sentim ents of the m a jo rity  
of soldiers is an ti-w ar. B u t th e ir  
an ti-w a r outlook is today ak in  to 
tha t of Wheeler. “ W hy should we 
be a sucker fo r England,”  they 
say. T h is  so rt o f s tu ff w il l never 
stand the test of war.

I  asked one sold ier w hat he 
would do i f  England were knocked 
out of t lie  w ar the way France 
was and then the U.S. declared w ar 
on Germany. He said: "Then i t  
would be a ll r ig h t  fo r we would 
be figh ting  against Germany fo r 
ourselves, not fo r England.”

A l l  Roosevelt has to do Is. con­
vince them o f the tru th  (the m ain

strugg le in  th is  w ar is between 
U. S. and Germany) and much of 
th is  so-called opposition w ill 
crum ble away. Only a firm  w o rk ­
ing  Glass outloolx can be depended 
upon to rem ain anti-w ar.
SOM E S E E K  ESCAP E 
A T  A N Y  P R IC E

M eanwhile i t  is  most trag ic  to 
watch the lengths to which in d i­
v idua lis tic-m inded fellows w ill go 
get away from  the arm y. One 
guy chopped o ff his hand hoping 
fo r a medical discharge and fin ­
ished up in  Leavenworth (7 year 
terrh).

A no ther got m arried a year ago. 
A fte r lis te n in g  to Roosevelt’s last 
speech he said be would be lucky 
i f  he went to sleep and never 
woke. He wouldn ’t have lo w orry 
anymore. I  would not be the least 
b it  surprised i f  he com m itted sui 
cide. T h is  is not the mental a t t i­
tude of one or two ind iv idua ls  
but is the a ttitud e  of a large per­
centage of the draftees.

The petty-bourgeois elements 
find ways and means to escape 
the drudgery. One fe llow  we know 
is here. Back home instead of 
look ing  fo r a job in  a fac to ry  lie 
stayed home and studied fo r  a c iv il 
service exam. W ell, he fina lly  
made it ,  here. By im pressing a 
captain he got a c le rk ’s job. Have 
we problems? W ar? Fascism? U n­
employment? He solved ’em a ll by 
becoming a pencil pusher.

A no ther petty-bourgeois is a law ­
yer in  the d ra ft. He's fo r the lend- 
lease b ill,  fo r using convoys, for 
w ar against Germany.

Sounds lik e  a m il ita n t guy 
ready to r is k  h is life  to figh t 
H itle r . He got h im se lf a job a« 
a c le rk. He says he wants to figh t 
against H it le r  but there is s t i l l  a 
la-w- o f self-preservat-ion.

La s t week fo u r  o f the ou ts tand ing  pac ifis t 
ou tfits  go t together, set up the "C itizens  Peace 
M andate Com m ittee,”  and launched another o f 
th e ir  m any campaigns.

The cha irm an o f the com m ittee is D r. John 
Haynes Holmes, pastor o f the C om m unity  Church 
o f New Y o rk ; the secre ta ry is Helen A lfre d ; and 
the members are J. N. Sayre and A. J. Muste fo r  
the Fe llow sh ip  o f Reconcilia tion, Oswald G a r­
rison  V illa rd  and M ary  H iily e r  fo r  the Keep 
A m erica O ut o f W ar Congress, F. J. L ib b y  and 
Florence B. Boeckel fo r  the N a tion a l Council fo r  
the P revention o f W ar, and Hannah H u ll and 
D oro thy Detzer fo r  the W om en’s In te rn a tio n a l 
League fo r  Peace and Freedom.

R ealiz ing  th a t p ra ye r alone is no t e ffec tive  
in the f ig h t aga inst w ar, these ladies and gen tle ­
men have decided to re so rt to a pe tition .

I t  is en titled  “ C itizens P e titio n  fo r  an A m e­
rican  Peace O ffensive .”  People are urged to  s ign 
the pe tition  and re tu rn  i t  to the Com m ittee w h ich  
w il l  then ca rry  th rou gh  its  offensive by g iv in g  
them  to  the assistant o f the 3rd a d m in is tra tive  
secre tary o f the president.

The p e titio n  reads:
“ W H E R E A S , A s  citizens o f the U n ited  

States o f Am erica, we are opposed to A m e­
rican entrance in to  the present wars, and 

“ W H E R E A S . As hum an beings, we be­
lieve th a t eve ry th in g  possible should be done 
to stop the destruction  o f human values and 
the s laugh te r o f men, women and ch ild ren  
which these wars en ta il,

“ T H E R E F O R E , W e urge the  P resident 
o f the U n ited  States to use the in fluence 
which he possesses as the elected represen­
ta tive  o f the Am erican people fo r  the cessa­
tion  o f ho s tilitie s  and the achievement o f a 
ju s t peace.”

Fee ling  th a t the contents o f the pe titio n  m ay 
no t su ffic ie n tly  exp la in  the need fo r  such action 
as the com m ittee proposes, “ Five- Reasons F o r 
Peace O ffensive N ow ”  are p rin ted  on the side 
o f the pe tition .

The f i f th  o f these reasons is ev iden tly  the 
m ost im p o rta n t: “ A  nationw ide demand by A m e­
rican  citizens fo r  peace w il l  insure action  by the 
P resident to induce w a rr in g  nations to  cease 
fig h tin g .”

T hey Spread H a rm fu l I llu s io n s
The na tion -w ide d issem ination o f such p a c if­

is t illus ions as m otiva te  these people w i l l  on ly  
confuse and d iso rie n t the w orkers and d isarm  
them  ra th e r than  aid them  in  the genuine s tru g ­
gle aga inst war.

The f ir s t  o f these illus ions is th a t Roosevelt 
can help “ in  the achievement, o f a ju s t  peace.”

Roosevelt, who is s tra in in g  every energy to 
d rive  the Am erican people in to  the  w a r fo r  the 
defense o f M organ-R ocke fe lle r in te rests  in  E u ­
rope, A s ia  and South Am erica, who is harnessing 
the whole economy and a ll the ava ilab le  m an­
power in the coun try  to th a t d rive , and who is 
ready to fram eup and suppress every person 
and movement th a t stands in his w ay— th is  man, 
they say, can b r in g  about “ a ju s t peace.”

Such confusion can redound to Roosevelt’s 
advantage only. F o r i f  Roosevelt is capable o f 
achieving a ju s t peace, w hy isn ’t  he capable o f 
c a rry in g  on a ju s t  w a r?

W e T ro tsky is ts  m a in ta in  th a t Roosevelt is 
an im p e ria lis t and the re fo re  bound to  ca rry  ou t 
im p e ria lis t policies in  w a r and in peace, and th a t 
he is incapable o f seeking an y th in g  bu t an im ­
pe ria lis t, th a t is, an un jus t, peace. P acifis ts who 
deriy th is  can have no m ethod o f d isprov ing 
w h a t Roosevelt contends: th a t the w a r he is 
en te ring  is a ju s t w a r. A nd they  don’t  have it .  
T h a t is w hy  so m any o f the professional pacifis ts 
o f peacetime become warm ongers a f te r  the 
declaration o f war.

T h e ir second illus ion  is th a t i t  is possible—  
by pe titions  o f a ll th in g s !— to  dissuade Roose­
v e lt fro m  his w ar course.

Roosevelt, who is spending countless b illions  
o f do lla rs to  prepare fo r  armed e n try  in to  the 
war, who is s tak in g  the whole fu tu re  o f A m erican 
im peria lism  on the outcome o f the  war, who 
knows th a t the whole economic s truc tu re  o f capi­
ta lism  would be shaken to its  roo ts i f  a change 
to peace-time economy were now undertaken—  
th is  man, they say, can be induced to “ ca ll i t  o f f ”  
now and t r y  to  ge t the o ther im p e ria lis ts  to  do 
the same . . .  i f  on ly  enough pe titions  are signed.

Real A n ti-W a r F ig h t Is  A n t i -C ap ita lis t
The th ird  illu s io n  the y  spread is th a t i t  is  

possible to  conduct the f ig h t aga inst w a r as some­
th in g  separate and a p a rt fro m  the f ig h t aga inst 
the breeder o f w ar, cap ita lism .

F ig h t  aga inst war, they say, bu t continue to  
le t the bosses con tro l the governm ent, the arm ed 
forces and the economic power. A nd  how they 
can w o rk  th e ir  w i l l  on the bosses whom  they 
have le f t  w ith  a ll power in  every sphere, they  
don’t  say.

The best th in g  about the pacifis ts is th a t m ost 
w orkers, who have to learn lessons in  the hard 
school o f the class s trugg le , s tr ikes  and p icke t­
lines— don’t  pay any a tte n tio n  to  th e ir  confusion.- 
is t d rive l.

Punishing Generals . . .
W hile  public a tte n tio n  was focused on the 

Yoo-hoo Gen. (von) L e a r’s pun ishm ent o f troops, 
another a rm y  man was being d isc ip lined in W ash­
ing ton , D. C.

General R. C. M arsha ll Confessed to the Gen­
era l S ta f f  th a t he had been ta k in g  bribes fro m  
p riva te  con tractors in re tu rn  fo r  ro u tin g  a rm y 
orders th e ir  way. $31,816 was his m ost recent 
take.

D id the General face a c o u rt-m a rtia l w ith  
sabers on the tab le? No.

D id  the General m arch 20 m iles in  the b ro il­
in g  sun? No.

W ith  perm ission o f h is-superio rs the General 
q u ie tly  resigned fro m  the army, and re turned 
home to  live^ m odestly on h is “ earnings.”
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T o  de fend  the  USSR as the  m a in  

fo r tre s s  o f  the  w o r ld  p ro le ta r ia t, 

against a ll assaults o f  w o r ld  im p e r ia l­

ism  and o f  in te rn a l c o u n te r-re v o ju tio n , 

is  the  m ost im p o r ta n t d u ty  o f  every 

class conscious w o rk e r.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

b y  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  b y  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  th e  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed  
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s— D ow n  
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . A  peop les’ re fe re n d u m  on  any and a ll 
wars.

5 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and  th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

6 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

7 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

8 . A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
th e  T ra d e  U n ions .

9 . A  W o rk e rs ’  and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

The CIO Wins Again
For the second time within a month the CIO 

has succeeded in pushing enough Congressmen into 
line to defeat bills giving the President authority 
to "seize”  struck plants and open them with troops. 
On July 6 representatives of every CIO union 
gathered in Washington to fight this and other 
anti-labor bills and their visits to Congressmen— 
which polltax Congressman Howard Smith of V ir­
ginia called "goon squad”  visits” — secured enough 
votes to defeat the Connally "plant seizure”  pro­
posal in the House of Representatives. A new ver­
sion of the same proposal, which had been passed 
by the Senate, came before the House last week, 
and this one too was defeated, thanks to the activ­
ity  o f the CIO and Labor’s Non-Partisan League.

The day before this second version was to be 
voted on in the House, CIO President Philip M ur­
ray publicly denounced it  and called on all CIO 
unions to exert their influence against it.

In condemning the "p lant seizure”  measure, 
M urray correctly charged that "the b ill is not in­
tended to exercise any compulsion against manage­
ment, but only against labor,”  and that “ it  impairs 
labor’s basic right to strike by permitting occupa­
tion of plants and the use of the army and the 
navy to break strikes as the President may de­
signate.”

The prompt action of Murray, in pointing out 
the dangers to labor in this b ill and in directing the 
opposition of the powerful CIO against it, is to be 
commended. The time to fight anti-labor legislation 
and government strikebreaking is not after they 
are in effect, but the instant such measures are 
first proposed.

I t  is reasonable to believe that had the CIO 
national leadership taken such a prompt and firm 
position at the time when Roosevelt announced he 
intended to use army troops against the North 
American Aviation Corporation strikers. Roosevelt 
would never have dared to carry through that 
strikebreaking act.

The recent actions of the CIO leadership against 
the threat of government strikebreaking have 
served to recover much of the ground lost after 
the demoralizing experience Of the silence of the 
CIO leadership during the days that the North 
American Aviation strike was being broken up.the 
Army.

*  *  *

The Connally and M ay "p lant seizure”  pro­

posals should not be confused w ith the Property 
Requisitioning Bill, which passed the House on 
Tuesday. The crux of the "plant seizure”  formula 
was (1) authorizing use of the army to seize plants 
which are on strike and (2) immediate return of 
the plants to their private owners when the strike 
is smashed. These provisions are not in the Pro­
perty Requisitioning Bill, which appears simply 
to provide ways and means for government pur­
chase of machinery from reluctant owners. The 
capitalist press, anxious to cover up the fact that 
the CIO has twice defeated the "plant seizure”  
proposal in the House, is calling the Property Re­
quisitioning B ill by the same title.

Stalinism On Aug. 4th
August 4th, the 27th anniversary of the out­

break of World War I, was a date of the greatest 
significance to the labor movement, especially since 
it  came in the midst of World War II.

Lenin and Trotsky taught us always to re­
member and mark this date, and to explain what 
i t  meant to the workers.

August 4th symbolizes the fact that capitalism 
has reached such a stage in its decay that it can 
continue its rule only by plunging the masses into 
wide-spread slaughters to determine which set of 
monopoly capitalists should exploit the world.

August 4, 1914 taught us that the "socialists”  
who practice class-collaboration with the bosses 
in peacetime, continue that class-collaboration 
and support the war in wartime.

August 4th taught us that the decay of capital­
ism and the degeneration of the prow ar workers’ 
parties made necessary the formation of a new 
revolutionary workers’ party to lead the struggle 
for the abolition of imperialism and its wars.

These lessons of August 4th were understood 
best of all by the Bolsheviks in Russia. Their un­
derstanding o f these lessons enabled them to over­
throw capitalism in that country, to establish the 
Soviet Union, to speed the end of the war and form 
the Communist International.

These lessons of August 4th became the key­
stone of the tradition of the Communist Interna­
tional. A ll who joined the revolutionary movement 
were schooled in this tradition and thus prepared 
the better to fight against imperialism and its 
lackeys in the labor movement.

Last week much of the little  space we have in 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  was devoted to the 27th an­
niversary of August 4th, to the lessons that Lenin 
and Trotsky taught us.

The stories we printed were not mere ritua l­
istic commemorations of a by-gone day. They were 
applications of the great lessons of August 4th to 
the struggles of today. We cited the lessons of 
World War I in order to lead the workers of today 
along the path of Lenin and Trotsky, Liebknecht, 
Luxemburg and Debs.

Not a special article, not a story, not an editor­
ial, not even a passing reference to August 4 and 
its traditions appeared in the August 4 issue o f the 
D aily  Worker, central organ of the Communist 
Party.

For the Stalinist leadership the whole tradition 
of Bolshevism is wiped out, the rich lessons o f the 
anti-war fight are dropped overboard.

The silence of the D aily  Worker on August 4 
is more than an index of the degeneration of Stal­
inism. It is a necessarv Dart of its political line.

For what can the Stalinists, who support the 
imperialist war today, say about Lenin’s fight 
against the "socialist”  warmongers?

News From The Army
There are 350 soldiers who arc prisoners in the 

one guardhouse in Fort Knox, Kentucky. This 
figure is known only because of the fact that an 
Associated Press dispatch reported it on Sunday in 
the course of describing the circumstances under 
which one of the prisoners, during what was des­
cribed as a "guardhouse rio t”  of the 350, was shot 
and killed by m ilitary police.

One immediately wonders whether this figure 
is typical. I f  it is, it means that there are tens of 
thousands of soldiers in the guardhouses of the 
army training camps. Why? What offenses are 
they charged with? How many of them are there 
because they wrote to Congressmen opposing ex­
tension of the service term of draftees? We do not 
know. The Arm y hierarchy keeps these matters 
secret. Only the shooting of one of these soldiers 
by m ilita ry police brought out the fact o f the 
number in the particular guardhouse where he died.

This is the kind of democracy we have now— 
before formal entry into the war. And a fte r? ...

Not for American Public
General Peyton C. March, Chief of Staff of the 

American Arm y during World War I, in his book, 
"The Nation at W ar,”  reveals:

"Open mutinies occurred in  sixteen French 
army corps, involving some of the finest troops 
in France. Divisions went 'Soviet,’ electing 
'Soldier Councils’, to lead them. Whole regi­
ments abandoned their posts and set out for 
Paris to demand that peace be negotiated. One 
of the most demoralising incidents which oc­
curred happened in  a Russian division of. 
about fifteen thousand men which had been 
sent around to France via Archangel to fight 
■with thé French. This command went openly 
Soviet and was not overcome until the French 
turned their a rtille ry  on them and shot down 
their own comrades. I  saw survivors of this 
shocking episode when I  served in  France, 
disarmed and under guprd in rear of the 
French lines . . .  None of this was allowed to 
become known to people of Ameriaa. Bui /  
knew, and so d id ( Secretary of War) Baker.”

Revolts Against Nazis 
Spreading Over Europe
Growing Unrest in Occupied Lands Spells Hitler's Doom;
But British Propaganda Aids Nazis in Putting It Down

Reports last week from many of the territories occupied by® 
the Nazis in Europe indicate, even when obvious propaganda is 
discounted, that there are many genuine movements underway 
against the Nazi machine of oppression.

The city of Belgrade has been fined heavily, to the extent 
of 10 m illion dinars, as punishment for the "increasing sabotage 
and terrorist activities” . The seriousness, of these activities was 
indicated by Berlin’s statement that, "despite repeated German
w arn ings there continue to be se-®'
rious excesses ol te rro r is t and de­
s truc tive  ac tiv ities .”

The W ar M in is te r in  B u lgaria  
has had to d ra ft a b i ll ca llin g  fo r 
d rastic punishm ent of po litica l 
propaganda w ith in  the arm y.

The Reich Commissioner in  
N orw ay was empowered th is  week 
to declare a state of emergency, 
backed by au thoriza tion  fo r sen­
tences of death o r im prisonm ent, 
“ to preserve pub lic  order, secur­
ity  and economic life  in  Norway.”

The New Y ork  Times of August 
4 carries stories from  Istanbul, 
T urkey, te llin g  of “ m utte rings of 
d iscontent and reports of d isturb- 
bances th roughout German-domin­
ated Eastern and Central Europe... 
The unrest is said to be pa rticu ­
la r ly  acute in  Rum ania . . . Ser­
b ian resistance is being steadily 
m ainta ined against the Germans 
in  Yugoslavia, despite fierce re­
p risa ls  . . . ”

There are also accounts of de­
s truc tion  by Serbian peasants of 
g ra in  harvests, and "mass revolts 
in. Central Serbia, Herzegovina 
and Montenegro led by Serbian 
gu e rrilla s .”

.a second Versa illes T rea ty  on 
Germany,.

The German soldiers and w o rk ­
ers. w an t to avoid a second defeat 
a t the hands of im peria lis ts  who 
w i l l  proceed to  crush, starve and 
m a ltrea t the German people, as 
they d id  a fte r W orld  W ar I.

A t  a ll costs, therefore, Nazi pro­
paganda fo r  home consumption 
tries  to conceal the fac t th a t there 
are genuine movements o f the 
masses against Nazi oppression 
tha t are com pletely independent 
of the B r it is h  w ar operations.

F o r no th ing  could be more de­
m ora liz ing  to the German soldiers 
than the knowledge that, even in 
the event o f German v ic to ry , they 
w i l l  be faced w ith  m utinous, b it ­
ter, hostile  populations w h ich, in ­
dependent of a ll connection w ith  
the im peria lis ts , w i l l  from  a ll 
sides continue to oppose, harass 
and a ttack the German overlords 
a t every opportun ity .

T h a t is w hy the Nazis label a ll 
these movemens in the conquered 
countries as “ ac tiv itie s  and provo­
cations o f B r it is h  agents”  or, in  
the countries closer to the Soviet 
Union, as “ com m unist insp ired.”

And, most im p o rtan t of a ll, ac­
counts o f un rest in  Germ any its e lf  
have begun to appear! "O pposition 
circ les”  have appeared in  Germany 
proper, and the Nazi au tho rities  
have had to take measures against 
them. Even Nazis are being seized 
as “ pessimists,”  and women have 
been held by the police and “ ad­
monished fo r spreading false ru ­
mors.”

I t  has been the practice of H i t ­
le r ever since the firs t outbreaks 
against the Nazis in  the occupied 
countries las t year, Holland fo r 
example, to a ttr ib u te  them to the 
ac tiv itie s  of the B r it is h  and other 
agents o f be llige rent nations.

H it le r  has followed th is  po licy 
de libera te ly  because i t  is  im por­
ta n t fo r  h is purposes to establish 
in  the m inds of the German w o rk ­
ers and soldiers the idea tha t 
these outbreaks are m ere ly part 
o f the A llied  strugg le to impose

B R IT IS H  PRO PA G A N D A  
COMES TO H IT L E R ’S A ID

In  th is  connection, a s to ry  in  
the August 4th issue o f  the New 
Y brk  Times exem plifies the u tte r 
s tu p id ity  of B r it is h  propaganda 
about the wave of unrest sweeping 
Nazi-held countries:

“ The B r it is h  Broadcasting Cor­
po ra tion  gave B r ita in ’s ‘V ’ cam­
paign against Germany a novel 
tw is t yesterday by concluding a 
hews b u lle tin  w ith  a tr ib u te  to 
'heroes o f the V  A rm y ’ in  Norway, 
the Netherlands, Belg ium  and 
Yugoslavia. . , , ‘A nd now to end 
th is  bu lle tin ,’ the B r it is h  an­
nouncer said, ‘is  news o f some 
heroes o f the European V  A rm y. 
The brave deeds of these men . . . 
are inscribed here in  London in 
the V  R o ll o f H onor.”

A n  example o f th is  news fo l­
lows:

“ Heroes in  H o lland : F o r the

disorganization carried out in  th is  
sector th is  week by E. J. and his 
comrades, fo r  the clever moves by 
w h ich  M. C. and his group a few 
days ago upset a certa in  adm in­
is tra tiv e  p lan of the Nazis, and 
the s k il l w ith  wh ich those listed 
in  the V  R o ll as 248, 249, 253 and 
307 successfully bamboozled the 
ad m in is tra to rs ; fo r these acts the 
V  A rm y  expresses its  special com­
m endation”  etc.

T h is  k in d  of B r it is h  propa­
ganda plays r ig h t  in to  the hands 
o f Goebbels and the Nazi propa­
gandists. They w i l l  p r in t  i t  in 
fu ll,  to show th a t the spreading 
protests are m ere ly pa rt o f the 
B r it is h  m il ita ry  figh t to conquer 
Germany, and they w i l l  use the 
B r it is h  boasts to ju s t ify  the blood-1 

'ie s t repressions against the popu­
la tio n  o f the occupied countries, 
most of whom have no connection 
w ith  B r ita in  a t a ll, and who arc 
driven  to action solely by th e ir  

1 hatred of fascist oppression.

O N L Y  R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  
M O V E M E N T  C A N  SM ASH  
H IT L E R IS M

The German masses m ust be 
insp ired w ith  the idea t h a t  
H i t l e r  can be overth row n 
by the masses o f Europe w ith o u t 
a B r it is h  v ic to ry  th a t would hu­
m ilia te  the German people. The 
Nazis m ust be demoralized by the 
ce rta in ty  th a t even i f  they w in 
the w a r they w i l l  s t i l l  have to 
face great mass movements o f the 
peoples in  the occupied countries. 
The masses in  the occupied coun­
tr ies ’ m ust be organized fo r the 
overth row  o f a ll im p e ria lis t in ­
vaders. These necessary tasks can 
on ly  be achieved by a movement 
th a t w i l l  be com pletely indepen­
dent o f the B r it is h  or any other 
im p e ria lis t powers.

The S ta lin is ts , subord ina ting  
the movement of the masses to the 
B r it is h  w a r machine, make more 
d iff ic u lt the overth row  of H it le r ­
ism  and the successful defense of 
the Soviet Union.

O nly the revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ing  
class movement, com pletely inde­
pendent of S ta lin is t ties, can mob­
ilize  the  masses of Europe fo r 
the successful strugg le against 
Nazism. T ha t is the movement 
w h ich  we T ro tsky is ts  are bu ild- 

! ing.

Annapolis Open To All 
With Money And Pull

By E U G E N E  V A R L IN
The United States Naval Academy at Annapolis was found­

ed in 1845 and, from that time to the present, America’s navy 
has been in the hands of the lord high admirals drawn from its 
ranks.

The bulk of the appointments to Annapolis are controlled 
by the members of Congress, each of whom is allowed four 
appointees in the Naval Academy annually.

"An appointment to the Naval Academy,”  wrote Kendall 
Banning in his “ Annapolis Today,”  “ is classified as a ‘political 
plum’. The basis on which a Congressman makes his selection
is a pure ly  personal m atte r w ith ® -------------------------------------------------------

the rem a inder is accredited to a 
savings account. E n lis ted  men who 
w ish to be appointed to Annapolis 
should not on ly  come from  moder­
ate w e ll-o ff fam ilies ; i t  m ig h t 
also be advisable fo r  tlrem to get 
in  the good graces of th e ir  com­
m anding officers.

As the governm ent publication, 
“ Regulations govern ing admission 
of candidates in to  the Naval Aca­
demy”  puts i t :  “ E n lis ted  men who 
fu lf i l l  the requirem ents as to age 
and length o f service should make 
app lica tion  to  th e ir  commanding 
officer fo r  exam ination. I t  is  not 
necessary to be recommended by 
anyone else.”

F o rty  appointm ents are made 
yea rly  by the President from  the 
sons o f officers, soldiers, sailors 
and m arines who died ¡.in the 
W orld W ar. H o if  o f the fo r ty  ap­
pointm ents are made from  the 
sons o f officers, ha lf from  the sons 
o f w a rra n t officers, soldiers, sa il­
ors, and marines.

Tw en ty  appointees are selected 
every year from  "honor graduates”  
o f educational in s titu tio n s  w h ich 
the '\Yar Departm ent has desig­
nated as "H ono r Schools”  and 
frdm  the members of the Naval 
Reserve Officers’ T ra in in g  Corps. 
T h is  last has been set up in  s ix  
colleges.

Thus, a l l the methods used to 
p ick  sudents f i r  Annapolis lead 
to  ah overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f 
boys from  bourgeois fam ines.

The trea tm ent of Negroes a t A n ­
napolis is perhaps the roost crush-

h im . H is  choice of a p rinc ip a l ap 
pointee and of h is  firs t, second, 
and th ird  alternates m ay be de­
term ined on pu re ly  personal 
grounds, on the basis o f po litica l 
preferm ent, or by com petitive ex­
am inations conducted by any 
agency o r groups designated by 
the Congressman . . . The results 
of the  com petitive exam inations 
are subm itted to the Congressman 
fo r  such use.as lie may care to 
make of them  . . .

The President makes fifteen ap 
pointments-at-large, selected from  
the sons of officers or men in the 
A rm y , Navy, and M arine Corps 
and fou r from  the D is tr ic t of Co­
lum bia . These are selected- on the 
basis of a com petitive examina­
tion , so constructed as to favor 
those fo rtuna te  enough to have 
procured a h igher education.

One hundred other appoint­
ments are made annua lly  from  the 
enlisted men of the Regular Navy 
and M arine Corps. These m ust be 
between 16 and 20 years old, have 
had one year of service, and have 
been through a t least two years 
of h igh  school. To prepare fo r the 
com petitive exam ination, app li­
cants go to the Naval Academy 
Prepara tory Class fo r s ix  months.

I f  these applicants come from  
poor fam ilies  and have been send­
in g  money home, then the Prep­
a ra to ry  Class is no t the best th in g  
in  the w orld  fo r them. W hile  they 
attend it ,  the applicants get on ly 
a sm all pa rt of th e ir  pay in  cash:

-----------------------------------------
in g  proof o f its  com pletely bour­
geois character. “ No Negroes have 
graduated from  the United States 
Naval Academy,”  states the Negro 
Year Book. Three entered du rin g  
the Reconstruction period a fte r 
(he C iv il W ar; one was appointed 
by Negro Congressman M itche ll in 
the S pring of 1936. A ll fo u r were 
removed on one pre text o r an­
other.

Annapolis d isc ip line  is rigorous 
iudeed. Several pages of "crim es”  
subject to one penalty o r another 
are lis ted  a lphabetica lly  in  the 
“ Rules and Regulations”  of the 
U n ited  States Naval Academy.

“ Tasks th a t seem pointless to 
h im , res tric tio ns  th a t are i r k ­
some,”  w h ile  no t ve ry  lik e ly  to 
develop the m idsh ipm an’s in te l­
ligence, “ are a ll p a rt of the sys­
tem o f tra in in g  and o f d iscipline, 
they a ll a im  to inculcate the car­
d ina l v ir tu e  of obedience . . . ”  
B u t the m idshipm an does not suf­
fe r in  va in ! “ I f  he is ph ilosophi­
cal,”  w rite s  K enda ll Banning, un­
o ffic ia l spokesman fo r the Aca­
demy, “ he m ay find a t least a 
crum b o f c o m fo rt in  the kn o w l­
edge . . . th a t as he rises in  the 
naval h ie ra rchy he w il l  impose 
the same system o f tra in in g  and 
o f d isc ip line  upon his subord i­
nates."

The m idshipm en, in  short, are 
slaves fo r a few years tha t they 
m ay be capable slavedrivers fo r 
the rest o f th e ir  lives.

Ins truc tio n  in  the amenities 
plays its. p a rt in  the Annapolis 
c u rricu lu m  —  w ith  good reason: 
“ Everyw here he (the naval officer! 
goes,”  w rite s  Banniu, "he is 
th row n  in to  contact w ith  the best 
people th roughou t the w orld  
w ith  officers o f our own and Of 
fo re ign navies, w ith  diplom ats, 
statemen, men in  o ffic ia l positions, 
leaders in  society, representatives 
o f the arts, the tycoons o f in du ­
s try .”

Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

W hy Have We N ow  Been In d ic te d ?
C ap ita lis t democracy works in  a m ysterious way 

its  wonders to perform .
Take the case of the M innesota in d ic tm e n t charg ing 

some of our pa rty  members and some trade un ion 
leaders and activ is ts  w ith  conspiracy to overthrow  
the governm ent by force and violence. W hat people 
were responsible fo r the indictment, and w hy were they 
obtained? To answer these questions means to get 
a glimpse in to  the behind-the-scenes w o rk ings of our 
democratic process.

We sha ll leave out of consideration the question 
o f the v io la tio n  o f the r ig h ts  o f free  press and free  
speech guaranteed to the inhab itan ts  o f th is  country 
by the C onstitu tion  of the U n ited States. These rig h ts  
are d ire c tly  involved in  the M innesota in d ic tm e n t be­
muse i t  was obtained under Federal and no t under 
State laws. The firs t ten amendments to the Consti- 
lu tion  of the U n ited States contain a ll the guarantees 
fo r  free  press, free  assembly etc. A nd these amend­
ments are a res tr ic ion  on the Federal Government 
and not on the various State legislatures.

The prosecution may cla im , however, th a t the ques­
tion of the co n s titu tio n a lity  of the statute under wh ich 
we are ind ic ted is no t a question fo r  the A tto rney 
General’s office to decide. The Departm ent of Justice 
is here to enforce the laws and le t the Courts pass 
on the questions of th is  con s titu tio n a lity . B u t any 
a tte m p t to  pass the buck in  th is  fash ion can h a rd ly  
succeed in  th is  case. T ile  “ seditious conspiracy”  act, 
which is the basis of the firs t count in  the Ind ictm ent, 
is as old as the C iv il W ar. Our pa rty  in  its  present 
fo rm  was organized more than three years ago, the 
T ro tsky is t movement more than twelve years ago. W hy 
did not the Departm ent invested w ith  the grdat du ty  
of en forcing the sacred statutes take action before? 
W hat was the reason fo r the long delay? There is 
a rum or tha t the F B I is a ve ry  e ffic ien t organ ization 
so tha t i t  could ha rd ly  be th a t the long delay is to 
be explained by the ineffic iency of th a t governm ental 
agency.

Even i f  we exclude the f irs t count and l im it  ou r­
selves to the second count of the ind ic tm ent, based 
on the Sm ith  A ct w h ich  makes i t  a crim e to advocate 
the v io len t overth row  of the government, the reputa­
tion  of the Departm ent of Justice fo r efficiency would 
h a rd ly  stand up. F o r the  S m ith  A c t was passed m ore 
than a year ago and i t  should no t take long even 
fo r F B I agents to read the Declaration of P rincip les 
w h ich  ou r pa rty  adopted in  January 1938 and sus­
pended in  1940.

D a n ie l J. T o b in  Set the  W heels G o ing
The wherefore o f the ind ic tm en t a t th is  tim e would 

indeed be a puzzling problem were one to base h im ­
self on the idea th a t the governm ent functions in  a 
democratic m anner observing and en forc ing  a ll the 
laws equally and im p a rtia lly . However, pu t Danie l 
J. Tobin, President o f the  In te rn a tio n a l Teamster», 
upon the scene and the dem ocratic process by w h ich 
the ind ic tm ent was obtained becomes exceedingly 
clear. Now Tobin is on ly  one citizen. L ik e  every 
other c itizen he has on ly  one vote on election day. 
I f  he suffers in ju ry  at the hands of some person o r 
persons he has the r ig h t  openly to file  charges and 
present h is evidence before the prosecutor in  the firs t 
instance and before the cou rt and ju ry  in  the second 
instance.

T ha t Tobin has suffered in ju ry  a t the bands of 
the leaders o f Local 544-CIO is beyond any question 
of a doubt. They disregarded his desires; they 
flaunted his decisions; they disobeyed his commands. 
Instead of graciously g iv in g  up the posts to w h ich  
they were elected and p e rm ittin g  Tobin to ru le  over 
the tru ck  drivers as he wished and more p a rtic u la r ly  
to pocket the per-capita from  over five thousand union 
men, the 544 leaders decided to defend th e ir  demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts  and the dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f a ll the 
un ion men. I t  m ust be adm itted  th a t Tobin su ffe red 
grievous in ju ry  and i f  th a t were the charge in  the in ­
d ic tm e n t I  m ust confess th a t the prisoners a t  the bar 
would be compelled to  plead g u ilty .

B ut th is  is exactly where cap ita lis t democracy steps 
in  and makes i t  unnecessary fo r Tobin to come to 
court w ith  his just, grievances in  an open and fra n k  
manner. Since Tob in  understands ( i f  he does not, 
h is lawyers do) tha t the k in d  of in ju ry  which he 
suffered cannot be taken cognizance of by the majesty 
of the law. he m ust find some other way to u tiliz e  
the law to punish his enemies and to get jus tice  fo r 
h im self.

So Tobin, who is eager to help fight, fo r democracy 
in  fa r-o ff Germany, runs to h is friend  Roosevelt, the 
leader of the figh t fo r democracy in  fa r-o ff Germany. 
The ch ie f thereupon gives his orders to the Depart­
ment o f Justice and, un like  the leaders o f 544 who 
believe in  disobeying T ob in ’s orders, the Departm ent 
of Justice, also figh ting  fo r democracy fo r H it le r ’s 
subjects, obeys Roosevelt’s orders and the re s u lt is—  
the ind ic tm ent.

T he  H y p o c ris y  o f  C a p ita lis t D em ocracy
T ob in ’s name is no t on the in d ic tm en t: Roosevelt’s 

name is not on the ind ic tm en t. O nly the names o f the 
prosecutors, who obey orders and thus d iffe r  from  the 
leaders of Local 544, appear on the ind ic tm ent. So 
we have a p riva te  citizen by the name o f Danie l J. 
Tobin, who votes on ly once on election day, go ing to 
Roosevelt, who enforces a ll laws im p a rtia lly , as should 
be the case in a land where democracy reigns supreme, 
and the resu lt is an in d ic tm e n t against tw enty-n ine 
people who are not personal friends o f Roosevelt and 
who cannot influence him  in  any way.

Thus does cap ita lis t democracy w ork . The consti­
tu tions, the laws, guarantee equa lity  and justice. They 
reveal no th ing  o f the democratic process as i t  ac tua lly  
functions behind the scenes. They reveal no th in g  of 
the secret conferences which the leaders of Congress 
have w ith  the leaders o f in d u s try . Laws are passed 
ostensib ly a fte r  a fu l l  discussion and by the members 
o f the leg is la tures. Ind ic tm ents  are obtained ostensib ly  
a fte r an im p a rtia l analysis of a ll the evidence. Capl- 
ta lis t democracy covers its e lf up w ith  sanctim onious 
fo rm a lities .

B ut i t  is  better than fascism. Yes. we are com­
pelled to adm it tha t much. B u t i t  is not better than 
w orkers ’ democracy and above a ll, under conditibns 
o f cap ita lis t decay, i t  cannot and w i l l  not last. They 
who do no t figh t fo r the establishm ent o f w o rkers ’ 
democracy are on ly  he lp ing place a fascist noosa 
around th e ir  necks.


