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Every Word Was Alien 
To The Leninist Program

B y F E L IX  M O RRO W

S ta lin ’s speech o f J u ly  3rd was successful in  its  m ain objec­
tive . I t  sought to  assure W ash ing ton and London th a t the K re m ­
lin  would conduct the w a r aga inst Germ any w ith in  p o lit ic a l lim its  
e n tire ly  acceptable to  “ dem ocra tic”  cap ita lism . There would be 
no sum m oning the g re a t masses o f Europe to the ove rth row  o f 
cap ita lism , breeder o f fascism . There would be no pledges to  the 
German p ro le ta r ia t aga inst a second and worse Versa illes. The 
Soviet U n ion would no t f ig h t a re vo lu tio n a ry  w a r as i t  did in  
1918-1921 aga inst the im p e ria lis t in te rven tion is ts , bu t w ould l im it  
its e lf  to  methods acceptable to its  im p e ria lis t a llies. Such were 
the assurances wh ich S ta lin  gave by his speech; and the y  were 
understood ve ry  w e ll by the class-conscious bourgeoisie. A n  
e d ito r ia l in  the N ew  Y o rk  T im es made clear w h a t S ta lin ’s com­
pac t w ith  the "dem ocra tic ”  bourgeoisie invo lved:

“ S ta lin ’s broadcast yesterday was no t the appeal o f the 
Com m unist leader to  the em battled p ro le ta r ia t . . .  I t  is  no 
class w ar now to  which the  Supreme Commissar s u m m o n s ...
I t  is  a ‘na tiona l w a r in  defense o f our coun try .’ Over and 
over again he appeals to  the  oldest f ig h tin g  in s tinc ts  . . .  In  
the  u ltim a te  emergency a ll the  revo lu tiona ry  catchwords go 
w ith  the w ind . . .  More, he reve rts  in s tin c tiv e ly  to  the t ra d i­
tio n a l Russian tac tic  o f the ‘scorched ea rth .’ . . .  I t  is  no t 
s trange  th a t S ta lin  speaks like  a m uzh ik  re ly in g  on the  power 
o f the earth , o r th a t a wave o f re lig iou s  o rthdoxy and old- 
fashioned pa trio tism  sweeps over the Soviet U n ion. F o r 
w hatever the im m ediate fo rtunes o f w ar, these are signs th a t 
the  fa te  o f Russia, o f Germany, and the world , w i l l  be de­
te rm ined a t la s t by the inevitab le  rebound o f hum an na ture 
and o f the hum an s p ir it . ”

J
The ed itors o f the New Y o rk  T im es cannot hide, do no t even 

t r y  to  conceal, th e ir  pleased contem pt fo r  S ta lin ’s adapta tion to  
the  bourgeois methods o f w a r. A nd  th a t adap ta tion  arouses in  
these bourgeois swine the hope th a t “ w hatever the im m ediate 
fo rtun es  o f w a r” — w hethe r the Soviet U n ion loses o r w ins  under 
S ta lin — there  w i l l  resu lt “ the inev itab le  rebound o f human na tu re ”  
— i.e., the re  w i l l  re s u lt a re tu rn  to cap ita lism . U n like  the K re m lin  
bureaucracy, the “ dem ocratic”  bourgeoisie never calls a h a lt to  
the  class w a r.

One burns w ith  shame and b itte rness th a t a bourgeois spokes­
m an is in  a position  to  speak w ith  such pa tro n iz ing  contem pt 
abou t the  o ffic ia l leadership o f the  Soviet U n ion  tw e n ty -fo u r 
years a fte r  the October re vo lu tion ! These “ fr ie n d ly ”  barbs o f the 
K re m lin ’s “ a l ly ”  u n fo rtu n a te ly  are an accurate descrip tion  o f 
S ta lin ’s speech and o f his fixed po licy.

Sta lin  Bans the M ethods o f 1917-1921
Since 1921 we have feared th is  m om ent o f im p e ria lis t in ­

vasion o f the Soviet U n ion . F rom  1918 to  1921 T ro ts k y ’s Red 
A rm y  successfully repelled invasion, thanks to  the revo lu tiona ry  
p o licy  o f Bolshevism , w h ich insp ired the  w o rld  masses to aid the 
Soviet U n ion and which w ro ug h t havoc and dem ora liza tion in  the 
in te rv e n tio n is t arm ies. The g re a t tra d itio n s  o f th a t C iv il W ar, 
its  successful methods, are obviously the tra d itio n s  and methods 
w h ich  m ust be p u t in to  practice today, i f  the Soviet U n ion  is 
to  survive.

B u t w a r is the con tinuation  o f the po litics  o f “ peace.”  S ta lin  
rem ains today w h a t he was yesterday. The reac tiona ry  domestic 
and fo re ign  po licy w h ich he pursued yesterday govern also his 
conduct o f the present w ar. The la s t th in g  to  be expected o f h im  
is th a t he w il l  rev ive  the ti'ad ition s  o f October and the C iv il W ar. 
Those are the tra d itio n s  th a t he has trodden underfoo t since 
1924.

L ike  M olotov (who o f course m ere ly  did w h a t he was to ld ), 
S ta lin  o ffe rs  the defenders o f the Soviet U n ion, as a tra d itio n  to 
em ulate, the fa c t th a t “ Napoleon’s a rm y  was considered in ­
v inc ib le , b u t i t  was beaten successively by Russian, E ng lish  and 
German arm ies.”  Th is ignoram us u n e rr in g ly  picks the w o rs t con­
ceivable tra d it io n ; bu t o f course no Red pro fessor would dare to 
exp la in  to S ta lin  th a t the defeat o f Napoleon came a t the hands 
o f the H o ly  A lliance  representing  a ll th a t was feuda l and re ­
ac tio na ry  in  E urope; th a t Napoleon, representative o f bourgeois 
society, procla im ed the  abo lition  o f serfdom  when he invaded 
Poland, and th is  serfdom  was rc in s titu te d  by C za ris t Russia.

B u t w h a t cares S ta lin  fo r  a M a rx is t understand ing o f h is ­
to ry ?  Napoleon was beaten by B r ita in , S ta lin ’s present “ a l ly ” . 
T h a t makes the example o f Napoleon a good one to  o ffe r  to  his 
audience in  London and W ashington. T h a t i t  can s t ir  w ith in  the 
S oviet U n ion  o n ly  the m ost n a rro w  R uss ian -pa trio tic  and re ­
ac tio na ry  im pulses does no t troub le  S ta lin  a t a ll.

L ikew ise  w ith  his fu r th e r  appeal to the tra d itio n  th a t “ K aiser 
W ilh e lm ’s German A r m y . . .  was beaten several tim es by Russian 
and A ng lo -F rench  forces and was f in a lly  smashed by  A ng lo - 
F rench forces.”  Scarcely a tra d it io n  to  s t ir  Bolsheviks who were 
te ll in g  the Russian soldiers th a t  the w a r aga inst W ilhe lm  was 
n o t th e ir  w a r! There are m illio ns  s t i l l  l iv in g  in  the Soviet U n ion 
who pa rtic ip a ted  in  m aking  the October revo lu tion , n o t by de feat­
in g  W ilhe lm , b u t by destroy ing  C za ris t and bourgeois Russia 
despite the im m inen t danger o f German invasion— b u t these are 
no t the people, these are no t the tra d itio n s  and methods, to w h ich 
S ta lin  is appealing. On the con tra ry , he has destroyed the en tire  
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Screaming Headlines In M inneapolis Press

Here are headlines and pictures from  the M inneapolis news­
papers on the a tte m p ts 'o f the F B I to  fram eup members and 
leaders o f Local 544-CIO and o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  
on charges o f “ seditious conspiracy.”  The F B I onslaugh t aga inst 
the SW P is an a tte m p t to  in tim id a te  the members o f Local 544-

CIO, to  prevent the M inneapolis tru c k  d rive rs  from  exercis ing 
th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h t  to free themselves from  the d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f Tobin and the  A F L . Roosevelt’s in te rven tion  in  th is  in te rn a l 
union dispute indicates the A d m in is tra tio n ’s h o s tility  to  th is  
m a jo r trend fro m  the reactionary  A F L  in to  the progressive CIO.

John L. Lewis Blasts Roosevelt 
And Hillman For Strikebreaking
M iners ' Leader Assails T he ir Sending A rm y To Break S trike; 
Charges H illm a n  Held Up Successful Settlem ent O f M ine  Strike

B U L L E T IN

T h e  C IO ’ s m o b iliz a tio n  against th e  a n ti- la b o r b il ls  in  Congress began to  
p ro du ce  resu lts  Tuesday, the  day a f te r  Jo hn  L . Lew is ’ speech to  the  C IO  co n ­
fe rence  b la s ting  R ooseve lt and H il lm a n .

A d m in is tra t io n  fo rces appeared to  be re tre a tin g . T h e y  are  d isavow ing  
the  M ay h i l l ,  a u th o r iz in g  the  use o f  th  e a rm ed  fo rces to  b re a k  s trike s  in  “ de­
fense”  in d u s tr ie s , and also w i l l  n o t b a c k  o th e r b il ls  p ro v id in g  co m p u lso ry  
a rb itra tio n .

A d m in is tra t io n  fo rces are  now  in  th e  aw kw ard  s itu a tio n  o f  d e fe n d in g  
R oosevelt’ s use o f  tro o p s  hgainst the  a v ia tio n  s tr ik e  w h ile  d isavow ing  a b i l l  
w h ich  w o u ld  lega lize  such use o f  tro o p s !

Jo hn  L . Lew is, fre s h  f ro m  h is  v ic to ry  ove r the  S ou th e rn  coal ope ra to rs  
and the  N a tio n a l M e d ia tio n  B oa rd , la s t  M onday b it te r ly  assailed R oosevelt 
and S idney H il lm a n  f o r  the  use o f  fede  ra l tro o p s  to  b reak  the  recen t s tr ik e  o f  
N o rth  A m e rica n  A v ia tio n  C o rp o ra tio n  w o rk e rs  in  C a lifo rn ia .

Lew is issued h is  in d ic tm e n t o f  th e  a n ti- la b o r acts o f  R ooseve lt and H i l l ­
m an a t the  W ash ing ton  con fe rence  o f  C IO  leaders ca lled  by  P h il ip  M u rra y , 
C IO  P res iden t, to  o rgan ize  the  n a tio n -w id e  f ig h t o f  the  C IO  against a n ti- la b o r 
b il ls  p en d in g  in  Congress.

F ro m  de ta ils  re la ted  to  the  press b y  delegates w h o  had a ttended the  ses­
sion, it is apparent that Lewis minced no words in p la c in g ® - 
squarely on Roosevelt -the responsibility for government strike­
breaking and the legislative moves against labor. Lewis linked 
Hillman with Roosevelt in the execution of the Administration’s 
anti-labor policies, and charged Hillman directly with “ standing 
behind the elbow”  of the President when he issued his order 
directing regular army troops to smash the North American 
Aviation strike.

Lewis also blasted Hillman for holding up the miner’s
v ic to ry  in  the s o ft coal m ine nego- ®-
tia tions by his insistence on cer­
t ify in g  the cost s tr ik e  las t A p r il 
to the N a tiona l M edia tion Board.

W ON D E S P IT E  G O V E R N M E N T
Lew is po in ted ly  rem inded the 

conference th a t the UMW  had suc­
cessfully tu rned down a ll prop­
osals o f the M ediation Board 
wh ich were in  the in terests of the 
m ine owners, and tha t the Board 
had prolonged the s tr ik e  and ne­
go tia tions by g iv in g  government 
support to some of the most out­
rageous proposals of the hold-out 
Southern operators.

A fte r-the-conference a ttem pts 
by S ta lin is t delegates to  m in ­
im ize the  s treng th  o f Lew is ’ 

a tta ck  on Roosevelt by spread-

in g  the fa lse  im pression th a t 
the U M W  head directed his re ­
m arks solely a t H illm a n , are 
belied by the tes tim ony o f the 
m a jo r ity  o f delegates, inc lud ­
in g  the H illm a n  supporters who 
attem pted to defend Roosevelt 
and H illm a n  a fte r  Lew is had 
spoken.
An e ffo rt to answer Lew is was 

made by Jacob Potofsky, acting 
president of H illm a n 's  union, the 
Amalgamated C lo th ing W orkers.

H IL L M A N ’S F L IM S Y  A L IB I
Potofsky self-righteously accus­

ed Lew is of “ p lay ing  p o litic s ”  — 
H illm a n  is not “ p lay ing  po litics ” 
o f course, —  and tr ie d  to, im pute 
a desire on the pa rt o f Lew is to 
drive  the ACW  out o f the CIO,

because Lew is was a ttack ing  the 
president of the ACW.

Among the argum ents mustered 
by H illm a n ’s lieutenant, in  de­
fense of h is ch ie f and the Adm in-

is tra tio n , was th a t m any of the 
CIO’s m ajor gains had been made 
d u rin g  the period when H illm a n  
was exe rting  li is  greatest In f lu ­
ence on the A d m in is tra tio n ’s la ­
bor policies. He cited the instances 
of the Ford M otor and Bethlehem 
Steel settlements.

P o to fsky fa iled , however, to  
m ention the fa c t th a t the C IO  
v ic to ries  over Ford  and B e th ­
lehem were won by h is to ry ­
m aking s tr ikes— which H illm a n  
had opposed and sought des­
pera te ly  to  prevent.

S T A L IN IS T S  E M B A R A S S E D
Lew is ’s statements is causing 

others' than the H illm a n ite s  in 
the CIO to squ irm . The S ta lin is ts , 
who have become the most v ig o r­
ous Roosevelt liand-raisers since 
June 22, are a ttem pting  to square 
the c irc le  by th e ir  e ffo rts  to hang 
on to Lew is ’ coat-ta ils w h ile  back­
in g  the A dm in is tra tion .

The S ta lin is ts  are w ild ly  hu n t­
in g  a way out o f the show-down 
a t the UAW-CIO convention, 
w h ich  opens in  B u ffa lo  August 
3rd, a t w h ich the H illm a n ite s  and 
Lewis forces are expected to clash 
openly. I t  is a lready certa in  tha t 
the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  vote w ith  the 
H illm a n ite s  on a ll pro-Roosevelt 
resolutions.

Press Reveals T h a t Governm ent Had Sent 
'A gents Provocateurs' In to  544-C IO ; 
N a tion a l CIO  Speakers Pledge A id  To 544

B U L L E T IN
i

M IN N E A P O L IS , J u ly  8— H u n d re d s  o f  te le ­
gram s f ro m  n a tio n a l C IO  leaders, C IO  in te rn a tio n a l 
u n ion s  and lo ca l un ion s , have been rece ived  by L oca l 
544 -C IO , M o to r  T ra n s p o rt and A llie d  W o rk e rs  I n ­
d u s tr ia l U n io n , p le d g in g  s u p p o rt to  L oca l 5 4 4 ’ s f ig h t.

T h e  U n ite d  M in e  W o rke rs , the  U n ite d  R u b b e r 
W o rk e rs , th e  U n ite d  Shoe W o rk e rs , the  D ie  Casting 
W o rk e rs , the  T ra n s p o rt W o rk e rs  U n io n , and n u m e r­
ous re g io n a l, state and lo ca l C IO  co u n c ils  w ere 
am ong those p le d g in g  s o lid a r ity  and su p p o rt.

M eanw h ile  the  D e p a rtm e n t o f  Justice  co n tin u e d
to press for indictments against Local 544 leaders and against 
Socialist Workers Party leaders, before the federal grand ju ry  at 
St. Paul. Today was the fifth  day of the secret hearings.

Republican Mayor Kline yesterday appointed as police chief 
E dw ard B. Hansen, head o f the sH 
N o rth e rn  Pum p Com pany’s “ p ro ­
tec tive  service” — the N o rth w e s t 
equ iva lent o f F o rd ’s “ service de­
pa rtm e n t”  in  M innesota ’s b iggest 
arm s p lan t. T h is  M inneapolis 
H a rry  B enne tt is a graduate o f

the F B I T ra in in g  School and was 
recommended to  M ayo r K lin e  by  
F B I head J. E dg a r Hoover. “ H is  
past record is  h is best recom­
m endation,”  said Hoover o f th is  
com pany cop.

¿MINNEAPOLIS, July 7—The Federal Grand Jury hear­
ings, charging leaders of Local 544-CIO and members of the 
Socialist Workers Party with "seditious conspiracy,”  which 
opened July 1st, recessed over the Fourth of July weekend and 
were scheduled to continue today.

Following FBI raids upon the SWP headquarters a week 
ago Friday, Victor E. Anderson, U. S. D istrict Atlorhey, and 
Henry A. Schweinhaut, Special Assistant Attorney-General, 
spent thred days presenting the government’s “ evidence”  and
witnesses to a grand ju ry  consist­
in g  of tw en ty  men and three wom ­
en, drawn alm ost e n tire ly  from  
ru ra l areas.

Am ong the ch ie f witnesses 
summoned before the Grand 
J u ry , according to  the M in ­
neapolis T R IB U N E  o f Ju ly  3, 
were F B I  agents who had 
jo ined the  S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  and the General D rive rs  
U n ion. T h is  reveals th a t the 
D epartm ent o f Justice sent 
agents provocateurs— provoca­
tiv e  agents— in to  trade  unions 
and w ork ing-c lass p o lit ic a l 
pa rties  to, spy upon and help 
fram eup m il ita n t  w orkers  in  
these organ izations.

F B I men played th is  same d ir ty  
ro le in  the prosecutions against 
the M inneapolis W PA s tr ike rs  two 
years ago.

M U M B O -JU M B O  G A M E
In  an e ffo rt to w o rk  up sen ti­

m ent against the CIO leaders and 
the Socia lis t W orkers P arty , the 
governm ent prosecutors enveloped 
the hearings in  an atmosphere of 
great secrecy. Federal Judge M. 
M. Joyce warned the ju ro rs , who 
m et behind locked doors, tha t 
names o f witnesses could not be 
disclosed nor the na tu re  o f th e ir  
testim ony even afte r  the in d ic t­
ments had been returned and the

princ ipa ls  apprehended. He exclud­
ed a ll reporters and photographers 
from  the hearings and forbade any 
lo ite r in g  in  the courthouse.

A fte r  Schweinhaut had prom ­
ised on Monday th a t “ s ta rt lin g  
disclosures”  m ig h t be expected, 
D is tr ic t  A tto rne y  Anderson issued 
a sta tem ent played up by the M in ­
neapolis press, th a t witnesses had 
been “ threatened w ith  violence”  
and w a rn in g  th a t such alleged in ­
terference would be punished by 
arrests. I t  was obvious from  the 
vague nature of h is statements 
th a t Anderson was w h ipp in g  up 
a fake scare around the prosecu­
tio n  to  panic the ju r y  and the 
public.

SW P S T A T E M E N T
Grace Carlson, State Organizer 

of the SWP, issued a statem ent 
assa iling “ the obviously exagger­
ated a ir  o f secrecy w h ich  surrounds 
the federal grand ju ry  investiga­
t io n ”  and w h ich  stands “ in  m a rk ­
ed con trast to the open character 
o f our p a rty ’s w ork  in  the T w in  
C ities.”

“ The books and pam phlets 
which were seized in  such a 
m elodram atic m anner in  the 
ra id  on our headquarters la s t 
F r id a y  by the F B I could have 
been easily examined o r pu r- 

(Continued on page 3)

C IO  Defeats Wiretapping Bill
<•>-

Persistent pressure and opposi­
tio n  from  the CIO led to the de­
feat last week In  ’ the House o f 
Representatives of the A dm in is ­
tration-backed w ire-tapp ing b ill,  
which would have authorized the 
F B I and other governm ent police 
agencies to spy on unions and 
union members by tapping th e ir  
telephones.

The b il l was voted down by the 
na rrow  m arg in  o f 154 to 146 
which shows how strong Congres 
sional and A d m in is tra tio n  senti 
m ent was fo r  the measure. Only 
the solid opposition of the CIO 
turned the tide.

I t  had been planned to s lip  the

b il l th rough Congress on very 
short notice, in  order to prevent 
organized labor from  having suf­
fic ien t tim e  to  m uster s trong  op­
position. B u t the CIO and Labor’s 
Non-Partisan League held up ac­
tion  on the b i l l  when they sent 
strong delegations to Congress.

The b il l was fo rm a lly  spon­
sored by Roosevelt’s A tto rn e y  
General and the D epartm ent o f 
Justice. I t  was dra fted  by 
A lexander H o ltz o ff, lega l ad­
v iso r to  the F B I, the agency 
p a rtic u la r ly  anxious to  secure 
its  adoption.

Roosevelt h im se lf gave the go-

ahead signa l fo r  legalized w ire ­
tapp ing when he stated a t the 
tim e  o f the b i l l ’s in tro du c tion  
th a t he favored the use o f w ire ­
tapp ing in  the “ in terests o f na­
tio n a l defense.”

D e fea t o f th is  p a rtic u la r b ill,  
however, w i l l  not prevent the 
F B I from  using th is  method to 
snoop on w orkers and th e ir  un­
ions. A ll the b il l provided was 
tha t in fo rm a tio n  secured by w ire ­
tapping should be acceptable as 
legal evidence in  the courts. Such 
evidence is not now accepted.

Nevertheless, w ith o u t th is  au­
th o rity , the F B I employs w ire ­

tapping, and conducts classes in  
w ire-tapp ing technique no t on ly  
fo r its  own agents bu t fo r hun­
dreds of local police.

F B I  head J. E d g a r Hoover 
adm itted  to  a Congressional 
hearing last year th a t he “ sup­
plies in fo rm a l ion to employers on 
c r im in a l o r subversive records of 
po ten tia l employees.”  (O ur em­
phasis). T ha t is, the F B I helps 
the  bosses m a in ta in  a b lack-lis t 
aga ins t un ion men, w ith  in fo rm a ­
tion  o f th e ir  “ subversive”  un ion 
ac tiv itie s  secured, among other 
espionage methods, by w ire  tap­
ping.

NATIONAL CIO BACKS 544 ’S FIGHT
Unmoved By FBI 
Raids O n SW P



T H E  M I L I T A N T JULY 12, 1941'2 —

Miners Victorious Over 
Southern Mine Owners

A u fo  O rganizers A t Sea

When these organ izers o f the U n ited A utom obile  W orkers 
(C IO ) were refused sound tru c k  pe rm its  fo r  an N L R B  pre­
election cam paign a t the R iver Road Chevro let and A x le  p lant, 
Tonawanda, N. Y., they fe rried  th e ir  loudspeakers out on the 
N iaga ra  R iver in  f ro n t o f the p lant and blasted away from  o f f ­
shore. The U A W  won the election, 2,160 to  626.

W in  Far M o re Than 
M ed ia tion  Board 
Had Proposed
The U nited M ine W orkers (CIO) 

scored a m ajor v ic to ry  over the 
Southern Appalachian soft coal 
operators when the la tte r signed 
a con tract last Sunday in  the face 
of an im pending s tr ike  o f 150,000 
Southern m iners.

The new contract, p ro v id ing  a 
$7 a day wage, e lim inates the 40 
cent da ily  wage d iffe re n tia l be­
tween N orthern  and Southern 
m iners, the issue over which the 
Southern operators bolted nego­
tia tio n s  conferences la s t March 
and prec ip ita ted the 28-day s tr ik e  
o f 400,000 N orthe rn  and Southern 
m iners in  A p r il.

Included in  the two-year con­
tra c t was a clause g ran ting  
vacations w ith  pay fo r the firs t 
tim e  in  the h is to ry  o f the South­
e rn  mines, and the extension of 
the un ion shop in to  the m ines of 
the  “ B loody”  H a rla n  County K en­
tu c k y  Coal O pera tors Association, 
sole operators to refuse to sign 
the un ion shop agreement in  1939.

W O N  D E S P IT E  G O V E R N M E N T
T his  v ic to ry  is made doubly sig­

n ifican t by the fact tha t the UMW  
negotiations com m ittee, headed by 
John L . Lew is, successfully op­
posed the pub lic  recommendations 
Of the  N a tiona l M edia tion Board, 
w h ich  attem pted to secure the 
e lim in a tio n  of two im p o rtan t con­
tra c t clauses w h ich  the operators 
had claim ed they would never 
grant..

R efusing to  bow to the dictates 
of the M ediation Board, Lew is and 
the  UM W  com m ittee demanded 
and secured the re ten tion  o f a 
clause w h ich  gives the in te rna ­
tio n a l union the “ r ig h t  to call and 
m a in ta in  s trikes throughout the 
en tire  area covered by th is  agree­
m ent when necessary to preserve 
and m a in ta in  the in te g r ity  and 
com petitive p a r ity  o f th is  agree­
m ent.”

Under th is  clause, the UM W  can 
prevent the Southern operators 
fro m  ch ise ling on the terms of 
the contract.

BOSSES E A T  T H E IR  WORDS
Inc lus ion  of th is  clause is p a r t i­

cu la rly  g ra tify in g  to the  m iners 
because i t  had been made the basis

fo r a slanderous attack on the 
UMW  and Lew is by the Southern 
m ine owners, th rough la rge ad 
vertisements, published in  a ll the 
leading Eastern and Southern 
newspapers on May 21, en titled : 
"L is te n  Am erica, Worse Is Yet To 
Come.”

The advertisem ent declared in  
pa rt:

“ M r. Lew is would have the r ig h t 
to shut o ff any and every indus­
t r y  from  its  coal supply. He would 
have the r ig h t to deprive any and 
every c ity  of lig h t, heat and 
power . . .

"John  I,. Lew is is no fool. 
W hile  Am erica slept he has c ra ft ily  
gained a death-grip on the one in ­
dus try  w h ich  affects the destiny 
of a ll others. Now he is appar­
en tly  using th a t death-grip to 
shoot fo r the d ic ta to rs ’ crow n.”  

The M ediation Board aided 
the operators in th is  slander, 
by backing th e ir  demand fo r 
the e lim ina tion  o f th is  s tr ike  
clause. Sidney H illm a n , o f 
whom Lew is is known to  be 
b it te r ly  contem ptuous because

o f the OPM ' ass is tant’s a n t i­
labor acts, sanctioned the de­
feated N D M B  proposals.

The second po in t won over the 
heads of the M edia tion Board and 
the operators gives the un ion the 
r ig h t  to designate m em oria l h o li­
days fo r the m iners in  commemor­
ation  o f the m iners who lose the ir 
lives in  m ine disasters, and dra­
m atize the need of safety devices 
in  the pits.

FBI-G estapo A t W o rk
Col. W ill ia m  .1. Donovan is about 

to be appointed head of a ll the 
Am erican In te lligence Services, 
according to the Associated Press. 
Donovan’s m ain qua lifica tion  fo r 
th is  job, according to A P ^ is  his 
fa m il ia r ity  w ith  the “ Nazi . . . . 
technique in  a ll its  ram ifica tion .”  

C ongratu la tions, H e rr  H im ­
m ler. Looks lik e  one o f your 
students is about to  make good 
on his own. H e îl Donovan!

*f «  *  *

The Am erican Gestapo hasn’t 
been doing bad even w ith o u t the 
expert d irec tion  of H e rr Donovan. 
The N. Y. Times  reported on July 
4th th a t 25 sk illed  w orkers in  the 
Mare Is land Navy Yard in  C a li­
fo rn ia , have been fired fo r  “ sub­
versive association.”

“ None o f these men has com­
m itted  any acts o f sabotage or 
a n y th in g  like  i t , ”  a N ava l In ­
te lligence o ffice r said. “ They 
were ju s t weeded out. These 
men w ill be barred from  a ll 
w o rk  on ‘classified p ro jects ’.”  
“ Subversive association”  is  suf­

fic ien t to brand a worker, deprive 
h im  o f his job, condemn h is w ife 
and ch ild ren  to s tarvation.

H e rr Donovan w ill find a web 
oiled machine when he hangs up 
his swastika in  W ashington.

— CORT

Protest Defense Unemployment

W orkers at the G e rity -A d ria n  Corp., A d rian , M ich igan, are shown s ign ing  pe titions o f the 
N a tiona l Association o f Die Casters (C IO ) in a n a tion-w ide pro test o f d ie-casting  and p la tin g  
workers against unem ploym ent caused by m eta l p r io ritie s . M eta l p rio ritie s , established to o ffse t 
a w ar shortage due to the monopoly practices o f  the A lum inum  C orpora tion and o ther m etal 
trus ts , are so mismanag>ed th a t the resu lt is  d a ily  unem ploym ent o f many w orkers in  the m etal 
industries.

AFL Organizer Resigns In 
Protest Against Tobin

(R eprin ted from  the N o rthw est O rgan ize r)

M INNEAPOLIS— In protest against the outrageous be­
havior of Tobin’s agents in Minneapolis, Henry A Schultz, in­
ternational representative of the A F L ’s International Brother­
hood of Electrical Workers, last Thursday made public his letter 
of resignation to Michael J. Boyle, I.B.E.W. vice-president. 
Schultz announced he would take his place on the side of the 
workers of Local 544-CIO ju s t as®
he had in  1934. He has been 
placed on the s ta ff of Local 544- 
CIO.

B ro ther Schultz th rough  his le t­
te r and his actions shows how an 
honest-to-God un ion is t reacts to 
the ro tten  d ic ta to ria l actions of 
T ob in ’s im ported “ organizers”  and 
thugs. The conduct o f th is  man 
of true  labor p rinc ip les contrasts 
most s tr ik in g ly  w ith  the  revo lting  
actions o f T ob in ’s im ported “ o r­
ganizers”  and the local Quislings 
who faw n upon them. One MAN; 
lik e  Schultz is w o rth  s ix ty  o f the 
Tobin type of “ un ion is t.”

Schultz is w e ll-know n to the 
transport d rive rs  of th is  c ity . He 
played a leading role in  the s trikes 
of 1934. A  fo rm er ra ilroa d  w o rk­
er, he has been in  the labor 
movement fo r  over tw en ty years. 
He was one of the organizers of 
the M innesota State Employees 
Union. He was la te r business 
agent of the E le c trica l W orkers 
Un ion com pris ing  N orthern  States 
Power employes, from  w hich post 
he stepped to th a t of In te rn a tion a l 
O rganizer o f the I.B .E .W . H is 
life  fo r  years has been devoted to  
organ iz ing  workers and he lp ing to 
im prove th e ir  conditions of life

H is  le tte r fo llow s:

Mr. Michael J. Boyle, 
In te rn a tion a l Vice President,
6th D is tr ic t,
In te rn a tion a l Brotherhood of

E le c tr ica l W orkers,
Chicago, I llin o is .

fo r  some tim e  bu t I  s t j l l  
nourished the hope th a t I  m ig h t 
do m y b it  to  serve the workers 
and im prove th e ir  conditions 
w ith in  the fra m e -w o rk  o f the 
A F L .
I  can no longer en terta in  th is  

hope. Last n ig h t I  attended a 
m eeting in  M inneapolis under- the 
auspices of Tobin 's In te rn a tion a l 
Union of Team sters-AFL. W hat i  
saw there was enough to tu tu  the 
stomach o f any lo ya l u n io itxman. 
Tobin and his agents, lik e  s im ita r 
bureaucratic fo rm ations in  otfyer 
in te rn a tio n a l unions o f AFÉ, have 
never been able to conduct a m il i­
ta n t figh t against the bosses, or 
even to get a rea l m ob iliza tion  of 
th e ir  forces fo r such a figh t. Th is 
m eeting in  M inneapolis was not a 
figh t against the bosses, hut 
against the ran k  and file workers 
of the strohgest, most m ilita n t 
and most honest un ion in  the 
Northw est —  Local 544. F o r tha t 
f ig h t Tobin and his perfidious 
gang had a rea l m ob iliza tion . Paid 
organizers and offic ia ls  located in  
places fro h i Pennsylvania to San 
Francisco were m obilized on the 
p la tfo rm  in  ba ttle  array  against 
the w orkers in  M inneapolis. The 
fro n t rows were packed w ith  
state and local M inneapolis A F L  
business agents, who could never 
be dynam ited o ff th e ir  chairs to 
take  p a rt in  a p icket line  against

the bosses. The whole m eeting 
s tunk to  the heavens, as a m ob il­
iza tion  of reactionary labor office­
holders against the leg itim ate  
r ig h ts  of rank and file  workers 
to determ ine the un ion of th e ir 
choice.

I don’ t  go fo r  th is , and w ill 
have no p a r t in  it .  I  consider 
the leaders o f Local 544 to  be 
the best and m ost honest o r ­
ganizers o f labor th a t I  have 
encountered in  a ll m y exper­
ience in  the labor movement.
I  have been in the labor move­
m ent fo r  tw en ty  years, but 
most o f w ha t I  know about 
unionism  I  learned from  the 
leaders o f I^ocal 544 in  1934 

t d u rin g  the strikes, and a f te r ­
wards. They ta u g h t me By p re­
cept and example th a t-th e  duty 
o f labor leaders is to organize 
w orkers and lead them in m il i­
ta n t  s trugg le  against the em­
ployers fo r  be tte r conditions. 
They are men o f a d iffe re n t 
stam p fro m  those cynical and 
treacherous misnamed labor 
leaders who were m obilized on 
the p la tfo rm  and in  the fro n t 
chairs la s t n ig h t against them 
and the  workers they rep re ­
sent.
A  b itte r  figh t is rag ing  in  M in ­

neapolis and I consider i t  my duty 
to take m y place on the side of 
the  workers, as I  did in  the w ork 
ers’ s trikes of 1934. In  order to 
be able to do th is , I  am herew ith  
presenting m y resignation  as an 
In te rn a tion a l O rganizer of the In ­
te rna tiona l Brotherhood of Elec­
tr ic a l W orkers.

F ra te rn a lly  yours,
H. A. SCHULTZ.

F ighting Back
Dear S ir and B rothers:

E ffec tive  th is  day and date I  
am res ign ing  m y position as In ­
te rna tiona l O rganizer under your 
ju r is d ic tio n  in  order to be free to 
devote m y tim e and efforl-s to  
help the va lian t leaders'* 1’« of Lo­
cal 544-CIO in  M inneapolis in th e ir  
heroic struggle against a dastardly 
com bination o f employers, labor 
fakers and p o litica l enemies of 
labor.

I  have been w o rk ing  as an 
In te rn a tio n a l O rgan ize r under 
you r d irection  fo r  the past 
three years. As fa r  as personal 
re la tions w ith  you are con­
cerned. they have always been 
sa tis fa c to ry  and I  have no th ing 
to complain o f on th a t score. 
The reasons fo r  m y action con­
cern fundam enta l questions o f  
trade-union policy. M y exper­
iences convince me to  the . h i lt  
th a t the c ra ft-u n io n  setup be­
longs to the past and tha t the 
great mass o f the under-paid 
and explo ited w orkers re q u ire - 
and demand a  more modern 
fo rm  o f in d u s tr ia l organ ization, 
which they are find ing  in the 
CIO. T h is  has been clear to me

T his  is the  f ro n t cover o f the new pam phlet issued by the  
CIO, which describes the vicious measures in  the various a n ti- 
lahor b ills  passed by Congress, o r pending, w ith  a program  fo r  
organized labor to  f ig h t  these b ills . A n  im p o rta n t pam phlet fo r  
every w o rke r to  read.

W ar Chest Drive 
Is Speeding Up

St. Louis and Buffalo came Through with contributions this 
week which enabled them to join Toledo and Reading in the list 
of branches which have gone 100 per cent or over on their quota.

Detroit sent in $100, bringing the branch score up to 85 per 
cent—-a cinch to finish up next week. Chicago shot in $225, 
pushing it up the scoreboard above New York which sent in 
$155. Newark came through with $116, and Los Angeles with 
$75-^but L. A. remains dangerously low on the scoreboard.

Cleveland’s $26, Boston's $59.80 -Boston, by the way, is 
lower oil the scoreboard than i t ’s ever been in previous competi­
tions—-Youngstown's $35 and New Haven’s $22 were the other 
main items this week. New Orleans’ $7 and Baltimore’s $7 bring 
them up among the best of the smaller branches.

The week's contributions were as follows:
St. Louis .................. $ 15.00
Milwaukee ..............  20.00
Cleveland ...................26.00
Los Angeles............  75.00
Buffalo ..................  34.00
Boston ..................  59.80
New Orleans ..........  7.00
New York ..............  155.50
Toledo ..................  15.00
Newark . , ..............  116.00
Chicago ..................  225.50
Pittsburgh ............  5.00
Youngstown . . . . . .  35.00
New Haven ..........  22.00
Baltimore ..............  7.00
Detroit ..................  100.00
Members-at-large . . 6.00

TO TAL .................$923.80

$10,000 War Chest
SCOREBOARD

Branch Quota A m t. Pd. %
Reading ................................. 25.00 32.85 131
B u ffa lo  ................................... 60.00 66.00 110
St. Lou is  ................................... 25.00 25.00 100
Toledo .....................................S 10.00 $ 10.00 100
D e tro it ....................................  500.00 426.00 85
Louisiana ................................  25.00 20.00 80
B a ltim ore  .............................. 10.00 7.00 70
N ew ark ...........- ....................... 500.00 347.00 69
P ortland  ............   30.00 20.00 67
Cleveland ................................  150.00 93.00 62
Boston ........................................350.00 217.30 61
St. Paul ....................................  300.00 165.00 55
New Haven ............................  50.00 25.50 51
Chicago ................................  1200.00 560.12 47
A kron  ....................................  50.00 20.00 .40
M ilw aukee ............................  55.00 20.00 36
F lin t  ........................................... 20Ö.00 70.00 35
Philadelph ia .......................  12&00 42.00 33
New Y o rk  C ity  ...................  2500.00 790.78 32
San Francisco Bay A rea  1100.00 334.33 30
Youngstown , ........................  150.00 45.00 30
P ittsb u rg h  ............................  40.00 12.00 30
M inneapolis .......................  1200.00 330.50 28
San Diego ................................  100.00 25.00 25
Q uakertown .......................... 25.00 6.00 24
Los Angeles ......................■.. . 500.00 100,00 20
A llen tow n  ..............................  25.00 5.00 20
South Chicago ........................ 125.00 0.00 00
Rochester ..............................  50.00 0.00 00
Seattle ....................................  25,00 0,00 00
Texas ......................................  20.00 0.00 00
Memberss-a t-La rge  ........... 475.00 436.00 92

T O T A LS  .......................... §10,00,0.00 $4,251.38 43%

By M inneapolis L ite ra tu re  A gent

T W IN  C IT IE S  B R A N C H E S  
A D V A N C E  U N D E R  F IR E

An -im portant po in t in  m il ita ry  
stra tegy is  to know how to ad­
vance w h ile  under fire. Several 
arm y generals in  Europe, and 
elsewhere too fo r  th a t m atter, 
could learn a lesson o r tw o in  th is  
respect from  the behavior of the 
M inneapolis a n d  S t.  P a u l  
Branches of the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  d u rin g  the past week or so. 
O rd in a r ily  the M inneapolis Branch 
handles 1.000 copies of the M i l i ­
tant  per w'eek. The bundle usually 
a rrives on Sunday o r Monday of 
•each w'eek and qu ite often i t  takes 
the rem ainder of the week to  get 
the bundle p rope rly  d is tribu ted .

However, due to the im portan t 
m anifesto on the defense o f the 
Soviet U n ion contained in  the 
June 28th issue o f T H E  M IL I ­
TA N T , the M inneapolis Branch 
decided to take 2,000 copies of th is  
issue.

Now' i f  there are any pessimists 
o r fa in thea rts  in  or around the 
SWP who thought the F B I raids 
on the T w in  C ities headquarters, 
on F rid a y  June 27, would th row  
consternation and confusion in to  
the ac tiv itie s  of the T w in  Cities 

¡ branches, they are due fo r a sur­
p r is e .  F o r example. T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  bundle con ta in ing  the m an­
ifesto a rrived  on Sunday forenoon 
and by 6 P. M. on Sunday even­
in g  our M il ita n t salesmen had 
picked up th e ir  respective bundles 
to the extent tha t on ly about 300

copies rem ained in  the head­
quarters.

The St. Paul Branch, w'hich reg­
u la r ly  handles 400 copies of T H E  
M IL IT A N T  per week, d is tribu ted  
1000 copies th is  week, and w hat 
is more, had them a ll d is tribu ted  
before Thursday evening. As a 
m atte r of fact the S t. , Paul com­
rades came over to M inneapolis to 
borrow  some extra copies to send 
to a S ta lin is t m a ilin g  list., a po in t 
which they in  th e ir  enthusiasm 
had overlooked. A fte r m aking a 
search we were able to supply the 
St. Paul comrades w ith  about 40 
such copies.

F B I A T T A C K  O N L Y  
S TE E LS  US FOR B A T T L E

The reaction o f the comrades 
to the attack by the F B I is a de­
fin ite , renewmd and g rim  deter­
m in a tio n  th a t nowr, more than 
ever, is the tim e to pu t fo rth  the 
basic tru th s  contained in  the prog­
ram of the Socia list W orkers 
Tarty .

The attendance at our pub lic  
class, the second in  a series of 
eight on the Perm anent Revolu­
tion  in  Am erican H is to ry , held on 
the  evening a fte r the F B I ra id, 
was attended by 50 people in  
sp ite ’ of i t  being a sw e lte ring  hot 
n igh t. Two reporters from  the 
cap ita lis t press were in  attend­
ance a t the class and gave us 
w riteups in b ° th -th e  M inneapolis 
and St. Paul newspapers the next 
m orn ing. The nex t class of th is  
series w i l l  be held on Saturday 
Ju ly  12, a t 8 P.- M „ in  the M in ­
neapolis headquarters, 919 M ar­
quette Ave.
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Local 5 4 4 -CIO's Proud And Stainless Record
“ Make Minneapolis A  Union 
Town" Was Its Slogan And 
It More Than Achieved It

The Roosevelt-Tobin-FBI employers attack oh the M in­
neapolis truck drivers Union, Local 544-CIO, is an effort to crush 
the most m ilitant local union in America.

Local 544-CIO—originally affiliated with the A FL Team­
sterŝ —began its career in early 1934 with a few hundred courag­
eous transport workers, a m ilitant and competent leadership, a 
fighting, class-conscious program, and the slogan “ Make ¡Min­
neapolis a Union Town!”

Today, that slogan has been realized in action. Thahks to 
544, Minneapolis is the best organized town in the country in 
proportion to its size.

What is more, some 250,000 over-thë-road drivers, spread 
throughout all the arteries of commerce, have been organized 
through a union pact covering the *
12-state area surround ing  M inne­
sota.

A ll th is  has been the d irec t re­
su lt o f the program , example and 
leadership o f Local 544-CIO. which 
In it ia te d  and directed th is  expan­
sion of unionism .

Tobin’s Sacrificial Offering

W H A T  O N E  M IL IT A N T  
LO CAL U N IO N  D ID

In  1933, M inneapolis was a c it­
adel o f open-shop dom ination and 
exp lo ita tion . The unioh movertienf 
was life less and p it i fu l ly  sm all. 
.The em ployers’ associations boast­
ed and advertised th a t M inneapo­
l is  was the  ideal c ity  fob prospec­
tiv e  in d u s tria lis ts  because o f the 
non-union, low-wage labor supply.

Local 544 has been p r im a r ily  
responsible fo r  reversing a ll tha t. 
Today the un ion movement of 
M inneapolis protects some 65.000 
w o rk in g  men and women in  every 
trade  and industry .

Tens o f m illio n s  of dollars an­

nu a lly  have bden added to the 
Wages of t iib  M lilheapoiis Work­
ers. The aveiage Weekly wage fo r 
d rive rs  in  1933 was $ l i .  Today 
i t  is  over $33. The to ta l annual 
payro ll fo r  a ll M lnheapolis d r iv ­
ers rose fron t aboiit $5.100.000 Hi 
1933 to about $23,000,000 ih  1939.

W eekly hours fbh the drivers 
have been deduced fro th  about 60 
to about 44. They receive paid an­
nua l vacations, a measure of job 
secu rity  th rough sen io rity , and 
many Otheh benefits unknown in 
the days of the open-shop before 
the rise o f Loedl 544.

These are the  th ings w h ich  the 
bosses and the unholy a lliance of 
liooseveit-Tob in-LB I are seeking 
to w ipe out w it i i the destruction 
of Local 544-CIO.

T H IS  IS  O N L Y  T H E  
L A T E S T  A TTA C K  O N 544

Since 1334, scarcely a day has 
passed tha t Local 544 has not been

“ Tobin- urges sacrifices for defense’’ is the headline in 
the June 24th AFL 'W eekly News Service”  and under it are 
two items. The first reports a speech by Tobin over a national 
radio hookup under the auspices of the Fight For Freedom 
Committee—the Organization which is campaigning fur an 
immediate formal declaration of war by the United States. 
Tobin's speech consisted of repeating over and over such 
statements as: “ The workers of the United States are ready 
and w illing to make the same sacrifice as the British workers 
... .we repeat oUr promise to make any sacrifice called upon.” 
(Tobin is sure that Roosevelt won’t call upon Tobin to 
sacrifice that $30,000 a year that Tobin draws for misleading 
the Teamsters.)

th e  second item shows what Tobin means by sacrifices. 
It announces that ‘ 'From eleven surrounding states, organizers 
and business agehts of Teamsters unions converged oh M in­
neapolis”  to assault Local 544-CIO. The Minneapolis truck- 
drivers built their union in the great 1934 strikes despite. 
Tobin’s strikebreaking: built the over-thc-road drivers’ move­
ment. adding 200,000 drivers to organized labor; and have 
now democratically voted to change 1 heir affiliation to the 
CIO. But all that Weighs as nothing with Tobin, he is “ called

upon”  lo make sacrifices to the War-Lords and he’ll do it 
with a vengeance.

Whicii reminds us of the original meaning of sacrifices. 
When the prim itive savages offered up sacrifices to their 
jungle gods, they were at great pains to see that the sacrifices 
Were appropriate. They picked, not the old or the puny, but 
the very flower of the human tribe to offer up, slaughtered 
on the allar, as a sacrificial offering.

And so it was with Tobin. lie  wouldn’t dream of offering 
the War Gods a puny or stagnant union. N or would he offer 
.as a sacrifice one of his racketeering locals. No, Tobin is as 
particular in his choice of a sacrifice as the most finicky jungle 
chieftain. He looked far and wide to find the very flower of 
the truck'd rivers’ movement, the most stalwart and sturdy 
union, to slaughter. It,had lo be the very best. It had to be 
Local 544.

Unfortunately for Tobin, Local 544 isn’t subject to 
Tobin’s tribal superstitions. Local 544-CIO has no intention 
of being slaughtered. The sacrificial offering has jumped o ff 
(lie jungle altar, has knocked the sacrificial knife from the 
haiids of Chief Tobin, and is going to do its level best lo stop 
Fbbin atid all the other jungle chiefs.

subject is  the vicious assault of 
thé bosses, from  h iu fS eH sf pickets 
a t the hands of governm ental 
arihëd forcés ahd assassination by 
h ired  gunmen, to an unending 
flo w  o f sewage slander and court 
frameups.

D u ring  the f irs t d rivers s trike  
of M ay 1934, the employers threw  
against the em battled transport 
Workers the en tire  police force of 
M inneapolis ahd 5,000 special de 
puties armed w ith  clubs and guhs. 
In  a h is to ric  ba ttle  —  the "B a ttle  
of B u lls  R un”  —  thé drivers 
fought the police and deputies to 
a s tan ds till and chased them  off 
the streets of the c ity.

In  the s tr ik e  of Ju ly  1934, the 
police ambiished a group of d r iv ­
ers’ un ion pickets and shot down

C IO  Backs 544’s Fight
(Continued from page 1)

Chased at any tim e  in  our book 
stores.

"M oreover, our views have been 
openly expressed in  scores of pub­
lic  lectures., and forum s du ring  
the past several years.

“The present mysterious air 
of Victor Anderson and the 
other federal agents is obvious­
ly calculated to give the im ­
pression‘that they áre uncover­
ing a dangerous secret under­
ground organization. We are 
confident that such a hoax can­
not be perpetrated upon the 
people of Minneapolis.”

C lO  M ASS M E E T IN G
A h enthusiastic audience of 

frb tti 1,200 to .1,500 544-CIO mem­
bers attended a mass m eeting at 
thfi Lyceum Theatre last Tuesday 
evening a t which messages and 
speeches from  CIO leaders pledg­
in g  na tiona l CIO support to the 
m oto r transport and a llied  w o rk ­
ers were heard.

Lee Pressman, national Coun­
sel for the C IÓ ; Jatnes Robb 
of Indianapolis, fresh from the 
Ford victory in Detro it; Cecil 
Owens, publicity director Of the 
United Construction Workers 
Organizing Committee; and V. 
R. Dunne and Ray Raihbolt, 
544-CIO leaders, were the main 
speakers. Frank Barnhart, per­
sonal representative of A . D. 
Lewis and regional director Of 
the UCWOC, presided.

B arn ha rt opened the m eeting by 
asserting his confidence in  the 
leaders of 544-CIO. "S ince w o rk ing  
w ith  these leaders, I w an t to te ll 
you th a t in  my fo rty  years in  the 
labor movement I  never m et móré 
honest and earnest un ion men in 
m y  life  than the Dunne brothers.”  
He predicted tha t w ith in  a short 
tim e  a ll the d rive rs  In  M innea­
po lis w i l l  be a t home l i i  the CIÓ.

CIO  PLEDG ES A ID
He read messages from John 

L. Lewis and Philip M urray  
welcoming Local 544-CIO into 
the CIO  and anticipating a new 
nation-wide industrial union 
movement for motor transport 
workers.

Robb declared tha t “ The CIO 
has licked  U. S. Steel and General 
M otors and the na tion ’s coal oper­
ators. W e are ce rta in ly  no t fear­
fu l of ta c k lin g  Dan Tobin any­
where we meet h im  On the road.”  

" I n  T ob in ’s home state, where 
I  come from , the CIO has as many 
teamsters In its  ranks as Tobtm 
Dan backed dow n 'before  the CIO 
there; and now he wants to move 
out of Ind iana  to W ashington, 

"D an Tobin w i l l  sell every 
team ster in  Am érica to become 
secretary of labor. T h a t’s his ob­
je c t . . .  I  suggest Tobin gó w ith  
the po litic ian s  and give the work-

ers â chàhce to bu ild  a real honest 
in d u s tr ia l un ion th a t can w in  
them better conditions.

“Nothing worthwhile wâs 
ever gained without a fight. 
You have the entire backing of 
the C IO  in this country. Back 
up your leaders. You have 
started something here that 
will spread until all the drivers 
of the nation w ill be under the 
banner of the C IO  in a great 
CIO industrial union.’’

V. R. Dunne explained w hy 544 
was d riven  to break w ith  Tobin 
and jo in  the CIO. “ Tobin ta lks 
about ‘democracy’ and sends in 
thugs and hoodlums. He ta lks  of 
‘ju s tice ’ and disregards the democ­
ra tic  actions o f the un ion mem­
bership. He ta lks  of ‘fa ir  p lay ’ and 
won’t le t you vote.”

F D R  “Ain TO T O B ÎN ”
Cecil Owens, the nex t speaker, 

in fo rm ed the lea itis tc fS : .
“ Your Coming Over to the 

CIO  created a sensation in 
Washihgtbn. For a few days it  
appeared that the national ad- 
ministratibn had dropped its 
campaign of ‘Aid to England” 
for a campaign of ‘Aid to Dan 
Tobin.’

OwenS SbariSlj' critic ized  the w ar 
hys te ria  and rëd -ba itirtg  em anat­
in g  fro m  governm ent Officials, 
inany o f then i fo rm e rly  connected 
w ith  labbr.

Ray R a inbdlt predicted:

“Tobin has no secret weapon 
to change the hearts and minds 
of the members of 544. When 
the time comes we w ill beat 
him in the elections, we w ill 
make Minneapolis a union town 
under the banner of the C IO .”

P R E S S M A N ’S SP E E C H
CÎO counsel, Lee Pressman 

Spoke foi- forty-five m inutes trac­
in g  thé i>ro£reS$ and achievements 
o f thé CIO.

“When a single local union 
like 544 joins the CIO, why is 
there all this excitement? Why 
have you become a national 
issue?*’

"T he  story dates back to 1934 
when you teamsters, under your 
present leadership, decided to 
bu ild  a strong m il ita n t un ion and 
succeeded against great odds. The 
tra d itio n  behind your local union 
leads r ig h t  to the o r ig in  of the 
CIO. The CIO was formed in 
1935, led by Lfewis and M urray , 
men determ ined to bu ild  a m ighty 
labor organ ization representing 
the w orkë fs  who to il fo r  a liv in g .

“ Your 1934 s trikes gave mean­
in g  to the need o f the workers 
fo r  s trong  unions. The CIO has 
carried out concretely on a na­
tion a l scale w hat you started in
1934

Referring to the Grand Jury

hearings, called by the Depart­
m ent o f Justice aga inst 544 and 
the SW P, Pressman said:

“John L. Lewis brought the 
truth about the poll-tax to the 
attention of the Department of 
Justice. I f  Schweinhaut wants 
a little  extra work, there’s a 
job for him— ridding the South 
of the poll tax conspiracy.”

CIO  U N IO N S  W IR E  
S O L ID A R IT Y

In  add ition  to the telegrams 
from  Lew is and M urray, more 
than tw o  hundred te legram s were 
received from  heads of leading 
CIO In te rna tiona ls , from  regional 
CIO d irectors, and c ity  CIO in ­
d u s tria l un ion councils from  Con­
necticut to C a lifo rn ia .

The only state from which no 
messages of fraternal greet­
ings came was from the Stalin­
ist-controlled State Council of 
Minnesota whose Secretary, 
Lageman, approved the govern­
ment’s action against the union.

544 D E M A N D S  E L E C T IO N S
Slate Labor Board hearings on 

the pe titions of Local 544-CIO fo r 
elections to determ ine the choice 
o f ba rga in ing  agent fo r  the M in ­
neapolis' teamsters began last 
Monday find were held over u n til 
Ju ly  10th.

T h is  de lay p lays in to  the hands 
o f the A F L , w h ich  has opposed 
elections and is ev idently  count­
in g  on the governm ent prosecu­
tions to smash 544-CIO before elec­
tions can be held.

N A T ÎO N -W T D E  IN D IC T M E N T S
I t  Is expected tha t about tweii- 

ty-ftvb persons w il l  be indicted. 
Anderson h in ted  tha t F B I tnén ih 
c M rjje  of the ra ids had bèën 
"w o rk in g  in  o ther places.”

“I t  is quite possible,” he 
said, “this case w ill dovetail 
w ith others the F B Ì has built 
up elsewhere. This may be the 
start of a nationwide drive on 
subversive activities.”

Meanwhile, the T w in  Cities 
branches of the SWP have stepped 
up th e ir  pub lic  a c tiv ity , d is tr ib u t­
in g  copies of T llfe  M IL IT A N T  
ca rry in g  our s to ry  on the F B I 
ra ids th roughou t the Northwest. 
P a rty  m ora le is a t its  peak and 
the M innesota T ro tsky is ts  are set­
t in g  an example fo r  the en tire  
p a rty  o f firmness Uhder fire.

s ix ty  in  cold blood; m urdering  
two w orkers and m aim ing many 
others fo r  life .

Ih  Scores of s trikes of various 
sections Of Local 544 since, and 
in  m any s trikes in  which the d r iv ­
ers gave support and m ateria l 
aid to other unions, the bosses 
have attem pted to use the police 
to provoke, in tim id a te  and weaken 
the un ion. B ut mere violence could 
not succeed against Local 544. I f  
fough t back w ith  redoubled fu ry  
a t each new attack. And each day 
I t  b u ilt  a stronger and more en 
d u rin g  un ion organization.

The M inneapolis general d rivers 
un ion had not on ly  to contend 
w ith  the enemies from  w ith ou t 
I t  m et the constant, more ins id i 
ous attacks o f the bosses’ agents 
w ith in  the union movement, above 
a ll, the d ic ta to ria l and un ion1 
busting acts o f Dah Tobin, head 
o f the A F L  Teamsters and his 
corrupt personal top machine.

T O B IN ’S 1934-35 A T T E M P TS  
TO SM ASH T H E  U N IO N

Front the f irs t Tobin hated and, 
feared Local 544 and its  leader­
ship as on ly  the moth-eaten, c ra ft 
ridden, dues-luingry, boss-consci 
ous A F L  type o f reactionary lead­
ers can hate m il ita n t and prog1 
ressive unionism .

In  the ve ry  m idst of the b itte r 
and bloody Ju ly  1934 s tr ik e  
w h ich  b u ilt  the union, Tobin jo in ­
ed hands w ith  the employees and 
launched a pub lic  knife-ln-the- 
back attack On the s tr ik in g  union 
and its  leaders, repeating a ll the 
slanders o f the M inneapolis boss 
press against the M inneapolis 
drivers, in  the Ju ly , 1934 issue of 
h is personal organ, the so-called 
Teamsters Journal.

Tobin w ro te  th a t "Com m unists 
and rad ica ls”  are “ very  prom inent 
in  the s tr ik e .”  The bosses ran big 
advertisem ents quotihg Tobiri.

Despite T ob in ’s strikebreaking, 
544 was v ic to rious  ih  th a t decisive 
s trike .

On A p r i l 14, 1935, 544 received 
ft le tte r  from  Tobin, sum m arily  
revok ing  the loca l’s charter. The 
pre text fo r  th is  d is rup tive  move 
carried but w ith  a bureaucratic 
high-handedness of w h ich  Tobin 
is a past master, was th a t the lo 
cal owed a few hundred dollars 
in  back per capita tax to the in ­
te rna tiona l.

T ha t was true . The local had 
exhausted its  funds in  the long 
and g ru e llin g  s trikes  —  Tobin of 
course d idn ’t give a penny of 
s tr ik e  benefits —  and organization 
d rive  o f the previous 12 months. 
B u t there were m any other locals 
in  greater debt to the in te rn a tio n ­
al and Tob in  was s it t in g  on a 
treasu ry  o f over $4,000,000.

I t  became clear what Tobin’s 
real game was within a couple 
of weeks, when Tobin agreed 
to restore the charter— under 
certain conditions. Those condi­
tions were that the general 
drivers union be broken up into 
a dozen different weak crafts 
locals, coal drivers, ice drivers, 
etc.; that Tobin personally he 
given the complete control and 
supervision of the union; that 
every officer and member had 
to receive the personal ap­
proval of Tobin. Tobin wanted 
to dismember the union, destroy 
its semi-industrial character, 
and drive out every militant- 
and progressive member.

to re instate Local 544 in  the 
Teamsters In te rn a tion a l w ith o u t 
any of the onerous Conditions lie 
demanded.

Tóbin mustered the w e ight Of 
h is $4,000,000 treasury and an arm y 
of “ OrgftniZgfs”  and gangsters to 
crush the M inneapolis d rive rs  to 
his w ill.  He issued a charte r for 
a com petitive drivers local— "600." 
H is  thugs beat up the Local 544 
leaders. He used every d ir ty  dev 
ice possible.

B ut to no avail. Through th ick  
and th in , the M inneapolis drivers 
supported and defended Local 544. 
They would not jo in  Tobin 's dual 
ou tfit. And in  the end, Tobin had 
to taste the b itte r  brew Of defeat. 
He issued a new Charter "com ­
b in in g ’’ h is  paper local w ith  Lo­
cal 544,— th a t is, in  re a lity  he 
re instated Local 544, whose lead­
ership he had sworn never to per 
m it  to lead a un ion agftin!

F rom  th a t tim e  on, Local 544 
has gone on from  success to sue 
cess against the bosses, i ts  name 
and repu ta tion  has become a bea­
con-light fo r  un ion organization 
and m il ita n t  struggle throughout 
a ll the Northwest. I t  le n t funds 
and seasoned organizers to grow 
fug driVers’ unions in  m any states

544 O R G A N IZE D  M ID W E S T  
O V E R -T H E -R O A D  D R IV E R S

The c row n ing  achievement of 
th is  organ iz ing  drive  was the w in ­
n ing  in  the F a ll of 1937 of the 11 
state over-the-road d rive rs  con 
trac t, ga in ing  un ion wages and 
conditions and a closed shop for 
some 225,000 d rive rs  in  the en tire  
te r r ito ry  rang ing  from  Montana 
to Ohio, and M innesota to Oakla- 
homa.

The in it ia to rs  o f th is  contract, 
the leaders of th is  drive, the men 
who pu t i t  over were the meh who 
had organized and led Local 544 
from  its  f irs t v ic to ries  on. F a rre ll 
Dobbs, fo rm er secretary-treasurer 
of Local 544, became the firs t sec­
re ta ry  o f the N o rth  Central Area 
N egotia ting  Committee.

T h is  m aster achievement was 
won despite Tobin and against 
him . He opposed and fought the 
idea from  the s ta rt. On the eve 
of the area com m ittee’s v ic to ry . To 
b in  sent his representatives to de­
mand the discontinuance of the 
11-state committee. He feared the 
in f lu x  o f hundreds o f thousands 
of new, m il ita n t  w orkers in to  his 
t ig h t l i t t le  conservative set-up. 
The over-the-road d r iv e r is a real 
p ro le ta rian  type, very  d iffe ren t 
fro in  the c ity  driver-salesmen who 
fo rm erly  composed the teamsters.

Only when the contract Was fin ­
a lly  secured, on ly  when the vision 
of hundreds o f thousands of dol­
la rs  in  increased ahnual per ca­
p ita  m om entarily  th ru s t in to  the 
background T ob in ’s inha te  fear of 
stream -lined, aggressive indus­
t r ia l  un ion methods, d id  Tobin re­
lu c ta n tly  y ie ld . He had tb ap­
po in t F a rre ll Dobbs the In te rn a ­
tion a l O rganizer in  charge o f th is  
field.

smuggled several agents in to  the 
un io n .’ These began to make 
Charges Of misuse of funds against 
the un ion leaders ahd f in a lly  
brought s u it against thé union fo r 
re s titu tio n  of Hinds allegedly due 
them.

The bosses and thfeir courts 
leaped to support bf th is  s u it — 
known as the "F in k  S u it.”  The 
p la in t if fs  “ fo tihd ”  tens o f thou­
sands o f do lla rs to figh t Local 544 
in  the courts. F o r two years the 
un ion held out against the boss 
cou rt demands that, i t  tu rn  over 
a ll its  records —  mlfiUtes, mem­
bership lists, etc., —  to the scru­
t in y  o f the employers.

F in a lly , the bosses had to Com­
prom ise and the un ion subm itted 
fo i1 pub lic  exam ination on iy  the 
pe rtinen t records covering the Un­
io n ’s finahees.

In  October, 1940, the htilbh 
and its leaders wfere given a 
clean bill of health by a hostile 
judge. Despite all the probing 
ahd prying of a three-years in ­
vestigation, unparalleled in the 
history of the union movement, 
a boss-dominated court Had ttt 
legally attest to the impeccable 
Hdnesty of Local 544 fifid its 
leaders.

T O D A Y ’S U N H O L Y  A L L IA N C E  
A G À IN S T  LO C AL 544

The defeat of the F in k  S u it did 
no t ehd the employers’ d rive 
against Local 544. I t  has made 
them  more b itte r  than ever, more 
determ ined to destroy the greatest 
s ingle bu lw a rk  against th e ir  open- 
shop designs.

A nd th is  tim e  they have again 
secured form idab le a llies; Roos­
evelt, Tobin and the F B I.

When the delegates o f Local 544 
dared to take the floo r a t the last 
in te rna tiona l teamsters conven­
tion  in  opposition to T ob in ’s de­
mand fo r an increase in  h is yearly

Government S trikebreakers

Armed with bayonets, these United States Coast Guardsmen 
are standing watch a t Buffalo Harbor, New York, a fte r board­
ing two struck vessels of the Nicholson Transit Corp. and driv­
ing o ff the crew members who were On strike for recognition 
of the National M aritim e Union (C IO ). Company and govern­
ment officials affirmed that this latest act of government strike­
breaking Was in thé interests of “national defense.”

salary from  $20,000 to $30,000, To­
b in  felt he had to s tr ike . Ldcal 
544 lost the figh t to prevent To­
b in ’S raise, bu t won a convention 
m a jo r ity  against T o b iii’S proposal 
to w r ite  com pulsory a rb itra tio n  
in to  the In te rn a tion a l constitu ­
tion .

The M inheapblis d rive rs  unibh 
had become too great a mehaee 
to T ob in ’s priv ileges and d ic ta­
to r ia l powers. I t  had become a 
th rea t to h is en tire  reactionary, 
s trang ling  embrace upon the d r iv ­
ers movement. .

He hid his moves behind a 
smoke-screen of an ti-rad ica lism . 
And, as in  1935, once again he 
sought to impbse a complete per­
sonal d ic ta to rsh ip  over Local 544 
and place i t  under a "rece iver­
sh ip”  o f one his own agents.

B u t th is  tim e  i t  was not the 
same as 1935. T h is  tim e  Local 544 
had another movement tb tu rn  to. 
a m ilita n t, progressive and power­
fu l in d u s tr ia l un ion organization 
whose methods and program  were 
in  the tra d it io n  of Local 544 i t ­
self. T ha t m ovem ent was the Con­
gress of In d u s tr ia l Organizations.

In  a regu lar membership meet­
ing  of nearly  4.000, the members

of Local 544 voted alm ost unan­
im ous ly  to sever th e ir  a ffilia tio ns  
w ith  thé A F L  backwash of the 
Am erican labor movement and 
hierge w ith  the m ig h ty  fo r­
ward-m oving tide  of the CIO.

The CIO has received Local 544 
W ith Open arms. And the un ion  of 
these two forces —  the m ain 
Stream of progressive Am erican 
labor Organization and the dynamo 
c f the N orthw est un ion movement 
—  haS s tru ck  a Shattering blow 
at. the reactionary A F L  and the 
boss class. Hundreds of thousands 
of d rive rs  and o ther A F L  workers, 
who have come to know  and ad­
m ire  the record and policies of 
Local 544, are now tu rn in g  as w e ll 
in  the d irec tion  of the CIO.

T ha t is the v is ion  th a t haunts 
Roosevelt and Tob in  and the 
bosses. T ha t is w hy Tobin is  ex­
pending a huge slice of his $6,000,- 
000 treasu ry  fo r  hundreds of 
thugs to break Local 544. T ha t 
is W liy Roosevelt has sent the 
F B I to a ttem pt a fram eup on “ Se­
d itious  conspiracy”  charges 
against leaders and members of 
Local 544-CIO.

WPA Strikers Were Also 
Persecuted By The FBI
In The 1939 Strike , 162 M inneapo lis  W P A  W orkers W ere Ind icted 
On "C onsp ira cy" Charges; A ll Lab o r  Protested Governm ent T r ia l

Once befofe, in the summer of 1939, Roosevelt struck 
sim ilarly at Minneapolis labor and Local 544, when the Depart­
ment of Justice secured “ conspiracy” indictments against 162 
Minneapolis WPA workers because of their participation in the 
WPA strike in which thé Fédéral Workers Sectioh of Local 544 
played a leading role.

Local 544 showed its fighting capacity then by mobilizing 
a defense campaign that aroused nation-wide labor Opposition to 
Roosevelt’s mass persecution and attempted frame-up of these 
162 §60 a month WPA workers.

In a six months battle that extended through three separate

IN  LOS ANGELES
B uy  the F O U R T H  IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L  a t:

S m ith ’s Consolidated News 
Stand 613% So. H i l l  S treet.

General News Stand 326 W . 
5th S treet.

Sam S m ith ’s News Stand 5th 
and M a in  S treet.

P IO N E E R E D  T H E  T R A IL  NO W  
T R A V E L E D  B Y T H E  CIO

The un ion members and leaders 
rejected T ob in ’s v ile , boss-inspired 
proposal. They elected to keep on 
fig h tin g  as an independent union.

Local 544 sent a com m ittee to 
the CIO, then s t i l l  w ith in  the 
A F L, to find i f  i t  had a place fo r 
drivers. I t  was w ith  the agree­
m ent o f the CIO th a t Local 544 
decided to figh t to compel Tobin

T H E  R E C E N T  BOSS 
A TTA C K S  ON LO C AL 544

M eanwhile the e ffo rts  of the 
bosses to smash Local 544 went on 
relentlessly. In  November 1937, 
Pat Corcoran, Chairm an of the 
N o rth  Centra l D is tr ic t  D rive rs  
Council and a close co-worker of 
Local 544, was shot to death by 
unknow n assailants. I t  is  gener­
a lly  accepted in  the labor move­
m ent th a t he m et h is  death a t the 
hands of gangsters h ired by the 
bosses.

Soon the bosses tr ie d  another 
device against 544 —  legal frame- 
up.

The boss press began a cam­
paign of ins inua tion  and slander 
against the leaders o f 544 as 
“ gangsters”  and "racketeers”  who 
were “ m isusing un ion funds.”

T h e  employers’ association

tr ia ls ; Local 544 and its  labor a l1 
lies tore the F B I case to Shreds. 
The nation-w ide storm  of labor 
protest th a t broke in  the wake of 
these "consp iracy”  ind ic tm ents 
cracked the prosecution w ide 
open. In  the end, the government 
was forced to drop its  case against 
130 o f the defendants, and sought 
to save its  face by v in d ic tiv e ly  
conv ic ting  32 W PA s tr ik e  leaders, 
17 of whom were forced to serve 
sentences o f frpm  30 days to 18 
m onths in  federal penitentia ries. 
RO O SEVELT  
S LA S H E D  W AG ES

The s tr ik e  in  M inneapolis was 
p a rt of a na tiona l W P A  s trike  
against the governm ent’s abo li­
t ion  o f the p re va ilin g  wage on 
W PA and slashing the s tarva tion  
m on th ly  earnings o f the W PA 
workers.

T h is  a ttack on the W PA w o rk ­
ers was sponsored d ire c tly  by 
Roosevelt, who h im se lf urged Con­
gress to reduce the W PA stan­
dards.

When the WiPA workers 
throughout the country struck

against Roosevelt’s starvation 
decree, he laid the basis for the 
“conspiracy” charges against 
the Minneapolis strikers by his 
strikebreaking assertion; “ You 
cannot strike against the gov­
ernment.”

Under the im pact of Roos­
evelt’s a ttack on the W PA strikes, 
m ost o f them  folded up. B u t in 
M inneapolis the s tr ike rs  fought on 
fo r  weeks.

F D R ’S A G ENTS  
PRO VO CATEURS

The mass arrests in  the s tr ike  
were the re su lt of charges of a l­
leged violence on the pa rt of the 
s trike rs .

But, during the course of the 
trials, it  was rëvealed that 25 
F B I agents, disguised as Work­
ers, had mingled With the strik ­
ers oh the picket-lines. Thus 
Roosevelt was guilty of the 
ugliest find dirtiest anti-labor 
practice of all— the practice of 
thé fonder Czar and fill the 
fascist dictators— the use of

“agents provocateur” against 
the workers. Today, it  is re­
vealed, the government is again 
attempting to build its case 
against Local 544-CIO on testi­
mony of agents provocateur.

A fte r  the M inneapolis W PA 
s tr ik e rs  were arrested they were 
held in  ja i l  fo r  weeks on h igh 
ba il of $5,000 to $10,000 each. The 
bench, th roughou t the tr ia ls , op­
en ly expressed its  h o s tility . B u t 
so great was the pressure from  
organized labor, tha t, a fte r 32 de­
fendants had been convicted, the 
governm ent did not dare go on 
w ith  its  case. The prosecution at­
tempted to make a “ deal”  to get 
40 o f the defendants to plead 
g u ilty  in  re tu rn  fo r the  release 
o f the rem ainder of the 130. T h is  
was turned down and organized 
labor won the release of the en­
t ire  130.
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Stalin's Speech: Not A Proletarian Note In It
Our Banner—The Banner of Lenin and Trotsky

Over the old battlefields o f the C iv il War 
where the Red Army is once again fighting, 
Stalin is raising the banner of “ Holy Rus­
sia,”  of the feudal General Suvorov, Prince 
Nevsky, the Russian warriors o f 1215, 1652, 
etc., etc. The Communist International has 
not even convened in these days of gravest 
crisis. D im itrov, “ the helmsman of the Comin­
tern,”  has nothing to say. Foster explains to 
the readers of the D aily  Worker that it is “ sec­
tarian”  today even to talk about socialism in 
connection with the defense of the Soviet 
Union. The Stalinists are not defending the 
USSR by these methods, but dealing it  terrible 
blows. They are depriving the Red Arm y of 
the only banner of victory, the banner of 
October and the C iv il War of 1918-1921.

In the first and crucial year of the struggle 
against imperialist intervention, the Commun­
ist International was founded in Moscow, 
where the First World Congress convened in 
March, 1919. Throughout the years of the 
C iv il War, despite unprecedented dangers and 
difficulties, the Communist International con­
tinued to meet annually in Moscow. The 
Second World Congress convened in July 1920; 
the Th ird  W'orld Congress in June, 1921.

A t the first session of the First World Con­
gress— on March 2, 1919— Leon Trotsky de­
livered a report on the Red Army. One week 
later, on March 9, 1919 lie issued the follow­
ing order to the Red Army and the Red Fleet:

“ D u r in g  one o f  its  sessions the  
C o m m u n is t In te rn a tio n a l adopted the  
fo llo w in g  re s o lu tio n  o f  g reetings to  
the  Red A rm y  o f  Russian W o rke rs  
and Peasants: T he  Congress o f  the  
C o m m u n is t In te rn a tio n a l sends its  
hea rties t g reetings and wishes to  the  
Red A rm y  o f  Soviet Russia f o r  a com ­
p le te  v ic to ry  in  the  s trugg le  against 
in te rn a tio n a l im p e ria lis m . T h is  f r a ­
te rn a l g re e tin g  o f  the  in te rn a tio n a l 
p ro le ta r ia t m us t he m ade kn o w n  to  
every f ig h te r  in  the  Red A rm y  and the  
Red Navy . . . E very  so ld ie r o f  the  Red 
A rm y , every sa ilo r o f  the  Red Navy

T o  D e fe n d  the  S ov ie t U n io n

w il l  hear w ith  m e rite d  p r id e  the  w ords 
o f  g re e tin g  f ro m  the  h ighest and m ost 
a u th o r ita tiv e  body o f  the  w o r ld  w o rk ­
in g  class. T he  Red A rm y  and the  Red 
Navy w i l l  n o t fa i l  to  m eet the  expecta­
tio ns  and hopes o f  the  C om m un is t I n ­
te rn a tio n a l.

“ F o rw a rd — U n d e r the  B anner o f 
the W o r ld  W o rk in g  Class!

“ Leon  T ro ts k y , C ha irm an  
o f  the  R e v o lu tio n a ry  M il ita ry  
C o u nc il o f  the  R e p u b lic , 
P eop le ’ s C om m issar o f  A rm y  
and N avy.”

This famous Order No. 83 was published 
in hvestia. No. 54, March 11, 1919.

On March 12, 1919, Lenin reported to the 
Petrograd Soviet on the “ Domestic and For­
eign Policy of the Council of People’s Com­
missars.”  The central point of the domestic 
and foreign policy of the Soviet Government, 
in Lenin’s eyes, revolved precisely around the 
issue of rallying the world working class for 
the struggle against imperialism and for the 
establishment of world socialism. Lenin said:

“ W e sha ll unde rs tand  the  w o rk  o f  
the  C o u n c il o f  P eop le ’ s Com m issars 
d u r in g  the  past year o n ly  i f  we eval­
uate the  ro le  o f  the  Soviets on  the  
arena o f  the  w o r ld  re v o lu t io n .”

Lenin stressed hundreds of times that the 
greatest bulwark of defense for the Soviet 
Union consisted in this: the " Soviet power in

Russia has been able to conquer the sympathy, 
the attention and the moral support of the 
workers of the whole world.”  How was this 
accomplished?

It was accomplished by raising the banner 
of the International in the struggle against the 
onslaughts of imperialist intervention and the 
legions of White Guards. The Red Army never 
fought under any other banner. On June 13, 
1921, Leon Trotsky in the name of the Red 
Army sent the following historic greeting to 
the "General Staff of the Revolution," namely, 
the Third  World Congress of the Communist 
International:

“ I t  is the  greatest jo y  an ti h o n o r 
f o r  the  w o rke rs , peasants and Red 
so ld ie rs  o f  Russia to  w e lcom e w ith in  
the  w a lls  o f  the  Red C ap ita l the  best 
rep resen ta tives  o f  the w o r ld  w o rk in g  
class.

“ Red W a rr io rs !  F o r th ree  and a 
h a l f  years yon  have de fended  the  f irs t  
to ile rs ’ re p u b lic  in  w o r ld  h is to ry  
against the  unceasing a ttacks and  as­
saults o f  the  b rigands  and oppressors 
o f  a ll lands. On the  V olga  and the  O b i, 
on  N o rth e rn  D v in a  and the  Neva, on  
the  Berez ina  and the  D n ie p e r, in  the  
D o n  and K u b a n , you have fo u g h t and 
d ied  u n d e r the  b a n n e r o f  the  In te r ­
n a tio n a l. Y ou  have de fended  w ith  
y o u r b lo od  S ov ie t Russia— the f o r t ­
ress o f  the  w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t .”  ( Izves- 
tia , No. 128 , June  14, 1 9 2 1 ) .

But Stalin has abandoned that banner. He 
has reduced the Communist International to 
a grotesque masquerade, to a servile agency of 
the Stalinist bureaucracy. He appeals, not to 
the international working class, but to imper­
ialist "allies.”

The banner of the international working 
class— the banner of Lenin and Trotsky— that 
is our banner. It is the real banner of the Red 
Army and the Red Navy. It is the real and 
only defense of the Soviet Union.

(Continued fro m  page 1)
leadership o f the generation o f the  October revo lu tion  and e x t ir ­
pates th e ir  tra d itio n  wherever he can find it .

October T rad iton  and the German W orke r
Y e t on ly the tra d itio n , and methods o f the October revo lu tion  

can destroy H it le r ’s arm ies. A  re vo lu tio n a ry  governm ent in  the 
Soviet U n ion  could say to the German w orkers, in  the a rm y  and 
the fac tories :

“ Comrades, b ro thers : You do not w ant th is  w ar, bu t you 
fea r tha t i f  Germany is again defeated as in 1918, there w ill 
fo llow  a second and worse Versa illes. The ‘dem ocratic’ arm ies 
have made clear in advance th a t such is the fa te  in  store fo r  
a defeated Germ any. F earing  above a ll the yoke o f the 
fo re ign  invader, you endure H itle r .

“ B u t v ic to ry  fo r the ‘democracies’ is not the only a lte rn ­
a tive  to H itle r .  There is an en tire ly  d iffe re n t road— th a t 
opened up by a v ic torious German socia list revo lu tion . Have 
no fea r th a t w h ile  you are destroy ing the Nazis, the ‘democ­
racies’ w il l succeed in occupying Germ any. The Mensheviks 
used to t r y  to fr ig h te n  the Russian w orkers w ith  the though t 
th a t w h ile  we would be m aking the soc ia lis t revo lu tion , the 
im p e ria lis ts  would overrun Russia. I t  is now h is to ry , how we 
made our October revo lu tion  and drove the im p e ria lis ts  out 
o f a ll Soviet te r r ito ry . You can do likew ise w ith  a Soviet 
Germany.

“ T h is is now especially true  since the Soviet U n ion and 
its  Red A rm y  stand ready to un ite  w ith  Soviet Germ any in 
repe lling  the im p e ria lis t powers. We give our solemn pledge 
th a t the day you ove rth row  H it le r  and take the power in to  
you r own hands, we sha ll tu rn  our guns against the im p e ria l­
is t  enemies o f Soviet Germ any.

“ N o r sha ll we and you have an endless ba ttle  on our 
hands. On the con tra ry , the German revo lu tion  would insp ire  
a ll Europe to p u t an end to the  cap ita lism  which has b rough t 
i t  tw o  devasta ting  wars w ith in  tw o  decades.

“ And Am erican im peria lism  would send arm ies against 
us on ly a t the r isk  o f its  own head. I t  is one th in g  fo r  W ash­
in g to n  to send troops aga inst a r iv a l im p e ria lism ; e n tire ly  
d iffe re n t would be the a ttem p t to  send troops aga inst us. I f  
Am erican troops revolted in  S iberia in 1919, re fus ing  to  f ig h t 
aga inst the Bolsheviks, the fa r  more m ature  A m erican w o rk ­
in g  class o f today would use its  g igan tic  powers to  crush 
any a ttem p t o f its  ‘own’ im peria lism  to  send exped itionary 
forces aga inst us.

“ Comrades o f the German facto ries  and a rm ies: Take 
the power in to  you r own hands and together we sha ll pu t 
an end to w ar and fascism, cap ita lism  and fascism, th ro u g h ­
ou t the w o r ld ! '’

T h a t is how a revo lu tiona ry  Soviet governm ent w ou ld  ad­
dress the German w o rk in g  class. B u t the degenerate S ta lin is t 
bureaucrats w i l l  no t and cannot thus speak to  the German p ro ­
le ta r ia t  in  the name o f the October revo lu tion .

In  S ta lin ’s speech these are the on ly references to  the Ger­
m an masses: “ . . . a l l  the finest men and women o f G erm any 
condemn the treacherous acts o f the German fascists, approve 
the  conduct o f the Soviet Governm ent and see th a t ours is a ju s t 
cause, th a t the enemy w i l l  be defeated, th a t we are bound to 
w in .”  A nd : “ In  th is  g re a t w a r we sha ll have lo ya l a llies in  the 
peoples o f Europe and Am erica, inc lud ing  German people who 
are enslaved by H it le r ite  despots.”

B u t i f  “ the enemy w i l l  be defeated,”  w i l l  you, S ta lin , aid the 
German masses to  preven t the im position  o f a second and worse 
V ersa illes ? On tha t, S ta lin ’s speech breathes no t a word. L ik e ­
w ise s ile n t on th is  basic question are the lea fle ts  which, the 
D a ily  W orke r reports , the Red A rm y  is show ering on the German 
troops. The lea fle ts  are exactly  lik e  those C h urch ill showered on 
B e rlin . They ask the German soldiers no t to  f ig h t aga inst B r ita in  
(ox the Soviet U n io n ). They have no t a w ord  to say about social­
ism . In  a word, they o ffe r  the German masses no a lte rn a tive  to  
H it le r  except the yoke o f the fo re ign  invader. S im ila r ly , the D a ily  
W orke r reports  th a t German soldiers ( fo u r  o r five) have crossed 
the lines, u n w illin g  to f ig h t aga inst the Red A rm y , and are now 
w r it in g  and rad io ing  appeals to th e ir  German bro thers. Splendid! 
B u t th e ir  appeals say no m ore than S ta lin ’s speech o r lea fle ts—  
i.e., no more than C h u rch ill’s lea fle ts . On th a t basis i t  is m an i­
fe s t ly  absurd to expect masses o f German troops to  desert o r to  
ove rth row  H itle r .

C h urch ill and Roosevelt have been cem enting the  German 
masses to H it le r  by th e ir  im p e r ia lis t po licy. S ta lin  has now be­
come the agent o f th is  fou l po licy. Woe to  the Soviet U n ion  i f  the 
Soviet masses p e rm it th is  suicida l course to  continue. The Soviet 
U n ion  can assure v ic to ry  over H it le r  on ly  by the methods o f 
October and the C iv il W ar.

How Stalin " In s p ire s " Soviet Masses
You w i l l  seek in  va in  the w ord socialism  in  S ta lin ’s speech. 

You w i l l  seek in  va in  the w ord  cap ita lism . He does n o t arouse 
the Soviet p ro le ta ria t-—now th ir t y  m illio n  s trong  in  in d u s try—  
w ith  the po w e rfu l tho ugh t th a t they  are defending the n a tion ­
alized p ro pe rty  aga inst ca p ita lis t res to ra tion . He dare not. To 
reca ll th a t the Soviet w o rk in g  class made the revo lu tion  is to 
reca ll also the fa c t th a t they did no t make the revo lu tion  fo r  the 
bureaucrats! N o r does S ta lin  desire to  d is tu rb  his ca p ita lis t 
“ a llie s ”  w ith  the m em ory o f the revo lu tion  w h ich  p u t an end 
to  p r iva te  p ro pe rty  on one-sixth  o f the earth .

Instead, w ith  the ty p ic a l psychology o f a labo r bureaucrat, 
S ta lin  ignores the Soviet p ro le ta r ia t a ltoge the r in  h is speech, 
m ak ing  no class appeal to  them  whatsoever. In  th is , S ta lin  re ­
m inds one o f the usual re fo rm is t labor candidate, who takes fo r  
g ran ted  the support o f the workers, and devotes h im se lf e n tire ly  
to  appealing to a lien classes fo r  support. T h a t the w orkers m ay 
be insp ired by a revo lu tiona ry  class appeal to  do even m ore than 
th e y  are doing—-that consideration is a lien  to  the labo r bureau­
cra t.

How, indeed, could S ta lin  rem ind the Soviet w o rkers  o f th e ir  
heroic conduct in the C iv il W ar o f 1918-1921? To do so would 
b r in g  to the fo re  the question o f the Soviets and fa c to ry  com­
m ittees w h ich  S ta lin  has destroyed— and w h ich  were the basic 
organ iza tiona l fo rm  th rough  w hich the in it ia t iv e  and inexhaust- 
able energies o f the masses were then m obilized. (The Soviets o f 
those days were rooted in  every fac to ry , fo rm ed on an occupa­
tio n a l basis— by deputies fro m  the fac to ries— fun c tion ing  every 
day and had no th ing  in  common w ith  the  so-called “ Soviets”  o f 
today w h ich are “ elected”  on the basis o f vas t geograph ica l un its  
and meet on ly  pei-iodically.)

W h ile  thus ig n o rin g  the p ro le ta r ia t S ta lin  finds i t  necessary 
to  make a d irec t appeal to  the class in te rests o f the peasantry, 
on whom he has so often leaned as aga inst the p ro le ta r ia t. S ta lin  
knows, despite a ll h is pretenses in  past years aborit “ the irre voc ­
able v ic to ry  o f socialism ”  in the Soviet U n ion, th a t the collectives 
m ere ly  conceal the c lass-s tra tifica tion  o f the peasantry: th a t 
w ith in  the collectives and outside in  the m illio ns  o f rem a in ing  
in d iv id u a l land-hold ings, the peasantry ranges fro m  “ m illio n a ire  
ko lkho z i” — i.e., prosperous pe tty-bourgeo is and even bourgeois 
fa rm e rs — down to landless a g r ic u ltu ra l laborers. In  the te r r ito ry  
w h ich  he occupies H it le r  w i l l  be speedily seeking agents fro m  
among the bourgeois and pe tty-bourgeo is peasant elements. Hence 
S ta lin  appeals to  them, w a rn in g  them  th a t H it le r  “ is ou t to  
restore  the landlords, to  restore Czarism .”

B u t th is  appeal would have a thousand-fo ld  m ore efficacy 
i f  i t  were to  be accompanied as \n 1918-1921 by  fo rm a tio n  o f the 
peasants’ “ com m ittees o f the poor”  wh ich, d raw ing  sha rp ly  the

class line  between the rich  peasants and the g re a t masses o f the 
peasantry who are the n a tu ra l a llies o f the p ro le ta ria t, organized 
the poor peasants in to  a po w e rfu l force gu a rd ing  the Soviet U n ion  
aga inst im p e ria lis t invaders and th e ir  na tive  agents. B u t S ta lin , 
who has fe ve rish ly  been seeking d u rin g  the la s t decade to create 
a labo r and peasant a ris tocracy as a  support aga inst the g re a t 
masses, would scarce ly ra l ly  the g re a t masses o f the peasantry 
aga inst h is  prosperous frien ds— even though these “ fr ien ds ”  are 
po ten tia l agents o f H itle r .

Thus in  every sphere S ta lin , by his en tire  past, is in e v ita b ly  
driven, even a t th is  m om ent o f m o rta l danger to  the Soviet Union, 
to  suppress a ll the p o lit ic a l weapons w hich saved the Soviet 
U n ion in the C iv il W ar.

A nd woe to the Soviet c r it ic  o f th is  fo u l S ta lin is t po licy ! 
S ta lin  cannot find tim e in  his speech fo r  October and the C iv il 
W ar, b u t he finds tim e  to  launch a new wave o f repressions. L ike  
a ll reactionaries he resorts to  the device o f the am algam  to 
destroy h is c r it ic s  a t home: he lum ps them  w ith  the exte rna l 
enemy. “ W e m ust wage a ru th less f ig h t,”  he says, “ aga inst a ll 
d isorganizers o f the rear, deserters, panic-mongers, rum o r- 
mongers, ex te rm ina te  spies, d iversionists, enemy parachutis ts , 
rende ring  rap id  aid in  a ll th is  to our destroyer ba tta lions.”  As 
ne a tly  turned as one o f H i t le r ’s— or Roosevelt’s— am algam s be­
tween Communists and enemy agent*.

Sta lin  "E x p la in s " the P light o f the USSR
W ith  his usual m odesty S ta lin  concluded his speech by  ca lling  

everybody to “ ra l ly  around the p a r ty  o f Le n in -S ta lin .”  N ever­
theless, fo r  the  f irs t  tim e  since he destroyed the L e f t  Opposition, 
he fe l t  compelled to  ju s t i fy  h im se lf. “ A  grave danger hangs over 
ou r cou n try .”  How  did th a t happen? The Soviet masses s t i l l  hear 
r in g in g  in  th e ir  ears the Byzan tine  boasts o f the K re m lin  about 
its  in v u ln e ra b ility  thanks to  the S ta lin -H itle r  pact. S ta lin  is now 
compelled to  re p o rt th a t “ the w a r o f Fascis t Germ any on the 
USSR began under conditions favo rab le  fo r  German forces and 
un favorab le  fo r  Soviet forces.”  W hy? E very  Soviet w o rke r m ust 
be asking h im se lf th a t question, and S ta lin  fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  in  
m ore than ten years feels compelled to  g ive an account o f h im se lf.

B u t w h a t an account! The USSR begins the w a r under un­
favo rab le  conditions because fasc is t troops were “ on ly  a w a itin g  
the s igna l to  move in to  action, whereas Soviet troops had l i t t le  
tim e  to  e ffe c t m ob iliza tion  and move up to the fro n tie rs .”  B u t 
w hy, then, was the Red A rm y  caught unawares? “ O f no l i t t le  
im portance in th is  respect,”  exp la ins S ta lin , “ is the fa c t th a t 
Fasc is t Germ any suddenly and treacherously v io la ted the non­
aggression pact, d is regard ing  the fa c t th a t she would be regarded 
as an aggressor by the  whole w o rld .”  H it le r , i t  seems, d idn ’t  w a rn  
S ta lin  o f w h a t was com ing!

B u t couldn’t  the Soviet U n ion, w ith  its  In te lligence  Service, 
the  devoted Com m unists w ith in  Germ any (no t to speak o f the  fa c t 
th a t fo r  weeks before the invasion the whole w orld  press was r ife  
w ith  rum ors o f i t ) ,  find ou t in tim e  and place its e lf  on guard? 
S ta lin  answers—-unbelievable words bu t here they are in  the D a ily  
W orke r, Ju ly  4— : “ N a tu ra lly , our peace-loving country, no t w ish­
in g  to take the in it ia t iv e  o f b reaking the pact, could no t reso rt 
to  pe rfidy .”

Behold th is  gentle  dove, unable to  move f irs t !  Unable, th a t 
is, to  move f ir s t  aga inst H itle r . A g a in s t F in land, w ith  w h ich the 
K re m lin  had a pact, S ta lin  was able to “ take the in it ia t iv e  o f b reak­
in g  the pact.”  L ikew ise aga inst beaten Poland. S im ila r ly  S ta lin  
has found i t  qu ite  possible “ to take the in it ia t iv e  o f b reak ing”  
every clause in  the sta tu tes o f the Com m unist P a rty , to  v io la te  
every clause in his own “ S ta lin  C o ns titu tio n ”  o f 1936. B u t aga inst 
H it le r  he could no t bear, fo r  e th ica l reasons, to b r in g  h im se lf to 
take steps in tim e. Has any leader ever to ld  a m ore absurd ta le?  
T h is  s to ry  alone disqualifies S ta lin  fo r  leadership o f the Soviet 
U n ion.

The true  story, w h ich is now clear enough, he dare no t te ll—  
nam ely th a t he intended a ll a long to  make a new and more fa r-  
reaching pact w ith  H itle r , c a p itu la tin g  s t i l l  fu r th e r  in  the w ay 
o f substantia l economic and po litica l concessions. T h a t was w hy 
TASS, the Soviet press agency, on June 13, nine days before 
H it le r ’s onslaught, denounced the w orld -w ide  rum ors  o f H it le r ’s 
prepara tions fo r  th a t onslaught, in  the  fo llo w in g  te rm s:

“ A ccord ing to  in fo rm a tio n  a t the disposal o f the USSR,

Germ any abides by the provisions o f the Soviet-Germ an Pact 
o f Non-Aggression as unsw erv ing ly  as the Soviet Union, in 
view o f which, in  the opin ion o f Soviet quarters, the rum ors 
o f G erm any’s in ten tion  to d is rup t the pact and undertake an 
a ttack  on the  USSR are devoid o f any g ro u n d . . . ”  (D A IL Y  
W O R KER , June 14.)

In  an tic ip a tion  o f such a new S ta lin -H itle r  pact, the D a ily  
W orke r (June 20!) denounced the w a r rum ors as designed “ to 
d iscred it such fu r th e r  steps fo r  the advancement o f peace and 
fo r  the safeguard ing o f Soviet n e u tra lity  th a t the Soviet U n ion 
m ay take .”

B u t H it le r ,  i t  is  now apparent, did no t even bother nego tia t­
in g  fo r  new concessions fro m  S ta lin ! The pact w ith  S ta lin  had 
served its  purpose: i t  had saved the N azis fro m  a tw o -fro n t w a r 
u n t il a ll Europe had been subjugated. Now, hav ing  overrun the 
en tire  continent, H it le r  wanted no th ing  less than  complete sub­
ju g a tio n  o f the  Soviet U n ion.

Stalin 's A lib i fo r the Pact W ith  H itle r
H it le r  s truck, as S ta lin  adm its, “ under conditions favo rab le  

fo r  German forces and un favorab le  fo r  Soviet forces.”  T h is  is 
tru e  no t on ly  in the na rrow  sense o f the im m ediate unprepared- 
ness o f Soviet forces, b u t also in  the much broader sense th a t 
H it le r  s truck  under fa r  m ore favorab le  conditions than had he had 
to f ig h t the Red Arm j>  a t any o ther period in  the w ar. T h is  fa c t 
is  easily dem onstrable. B u t a t a ll costs S ta lin , conceding the 
sm alle r po in t w ith  an a ir  o f o b je c tiv ity , m ust deny the broader 
admission. F o r he bears the  f u l l  re sp on s ib ility  fo r  hav ing  made 
i t  possible fo r  H it le r  to  p ick  h is own m om ent fo r  the con flic t. 
Hence S ta lin  m ust vehem ently deny th a t the H itle r -S ta lin  pact 
was an e rro r. Here arc h is argum ents:

1. “ Non-aggression pacts are pacts o f peace between 
tw o States. I t  was such a pact th a t Germany proposed to  us 
in 1939. Could the Soviet Government have declined such a 
proposal? I  th in k  th a t no t a s ingle peace-loving S tate could 
decline a peace tre a ty  w ith  a ne ighboring  S tate even though

‘ the la tte r  was headed by such fiends and cannibals like  H it le r  
and R ibbentrop.”

T h is is less an a rgum ent than an in s u lt to  one’s in te lligence. 
S ta lin  ta lks  as though we are a ll lik e  his flunkeys  who m ust nod 
th e ir  heads in agreem ent even i f  the Leader o f the Peoples is 
g ibbe ring  senseless words. O f course the Soviet Government could 
have rejected H it le r ’s o ffe r  o f a pact in  1939. The S ta lin is t h ire ­
lings kep t asserting, in  the fe w  days in te rven ing  between the 
pact and the outbreak o f the Second W orld  W ar, th a t the pact 
was b rin g in g  peace and was a b low  a t the A x is — fa n ta s tic  g ib ­
berish b u t they had to  say som ething— b u t S ta lin  knew pe rfe c tly  
w e ll th a t the pact was a go-ahead signa l to  H it le r ,  in su rin g  him  
aga ins t an Eastern fro n t.  “ Could the Soviet governm ent have 
declined such a p roposa l?”  S ta lin  now s m irk in g ly  asks. Yes, i t  
had the elem entary d u ty  to decline, in  order no t to- g ive  H it le r  
a free  hand. N o r is th is  h ind s igh t on our p a r t;  we denounced the 
pact in  precise ly these term s a t the tim e  i t  was signed.

2. S ta lin  goes on to  l is t  the 'ga ins which accrued from  the 
p a c t: “ W ha t did we ga in by concluding a non-aggression 
pact w ith  Germ any? W c secured fo r  our country peace fo r  a 
year and a h a lf and the op po rtu n ity  o f p repa ring  its  forces 
to repulse Fascist Germ any should she r is k  an a ttack  on our 
country despite the pact.”

These are a ll the advantages th a t S ta lin  lis ts . He could have 
added a num ber o f others: the seizure o f p a rt o f Poland, the B a ltic  
states, Bessarabia, the land taken fro m  F in land. W hy  does no t 
S ta lin  now lis t  these as gains? H ow  o ften  the S ta lin is t press has 
boasted about them ! A b o u t how these te r r ito r ia l gains would 
safeguard the Soviet U n ion ! S ta lin  now develops a sense o f 
delicacy about these te rr ito r ie s  and does no t m ention them  a t 
a ll. W hy?  H is  silence is an im p lic it  adm ission o f w h a t we have 
said d u rin g  the la s t tw o years: the loss o f the sym pathy o f tens 
o f m illio ns  o f w orkers shocked by these b ru ta l seizures, seizures 
carried  ou t in  connivance w ith  H it le r  outweighs by f a r  the 
episodic m ilita ry -s tra te g ic a l advantages provided by the added 
te rr ito r ie s .

S ta lin  addresses the Soviet masses lik e  a p e ttifo g g in g  law yer,

defending h is c lie n t— h im se lf— and n o t like  a p o lit ic a l leader. 
He lis ts  the “ ga ins”  under the S ta lin -H itle r  pact. He does no t 
l is t  the losses.

W h a t the USSR Lost By the Pact
The m ost decisive o f these losses we have a lready re fe rred  

to in  connection w ith  S ta lin ’s seizures o f te r r ito ry . B u t th is  loss 
began w ith  the s ig n in g  o-f the H itle r -S ta lin  pact. U n to ld  m illio ns  
o f class-conscious w o rkers  th roughou t the world , who w ould  have 
la id  down th e ir  lives in  defense o f the f irs t  W orke rs ’ S tate, were 
alienated fro m  the Soviet U n ion  by the pact. I t  was a te rr ib le  
b low  to  th e ir  a n ti- fa s c is t sentim ents, one fo r  wh ich they do no t 
fo rg iv e  the Soviet Un ion which, un fo rtu n a te ly , they confuse w ith  
the degenerate K re m lin  bureaucracy.

The S ta lin -H itle r  pact made possible the sub juga tion  o f 
Europe by H itle r . O f course the impotence o f the “ democracies”  
played its  ro le in  th a t catastrophe. B u t no- M a rx is t expected any­
th in g  o f the  “ democracies.”  I t  was the w o rke rs ’ organ izations, 
inc lud ing  the  Soviet U nion, w h ich should have stopped H itle r .  
B u t, as a d irec t resu lt o f  the H itle r -S ta lin  pact, the K re m lin  and 
the  C om intern assured the v ic to ry  to  H it le r .  A s T ro ts k y  w ro te  
on June 17, 1940:

“ The cap itu la tion  o f F rance is not a sim ple m ilita ry  
episode. I t  is p a rt o f the catastrophe o f Europe. M ankind 
can no longer live under the regim e o f im peria lism . H it le r  
is  not an accident; he is on ly the most consistent and the most 
bestia l expression o f im peria lism , which threatens to  crush 
our whole c iv iliza tio n .

“ B u t in  line  w ith  the general causes o f the catastrophe 
inhe ren t in  im peria lism , i t  is im perm issib le  to fo rg e t the 
c rim ina l, s in is te r ro le played by the K re m lin  and the Com in­
tern . Nobody else rendered such support to  H it le r  as S ta lin . 
Nobody else created such a dangerous s itua tion  fo r  the 
USSR as S ta lin .

“ . . . W i t h  his s h ift  to H it le r ’s side S ta lin  a b ru p tly  m ixed 
up a ll the cards and paralyzed the m ilita ry  power o f tne 
democracies.’ In  sp ite  o f a ll the machines o f destruction  the 

m ora l fac to r re ta ins decisive im portance in the w a r. By de­
m ora liz ing  the popular masses in  Europe, and not solely in  
Europe, S ta lin  played the ro le o f an agent provocateur in the 
service o f H itle r .  The cap itu la tion  o f France is one o f the 
resu lts  o f such po litics.

“ B u t i t  is  by no means the on ly resu lt. In  sp ite  o f the 
K re m lin ’s te r r ito r ia l seizures, the in te rna tiona l position of 
the USSR is worsened in  the extrem e. The Polish b u ffe r 
disappeared. The Rum anian b u ffe r w ill disappear tom orrow . 
M ig h ty  Germ any, m aster o f Europe, acquires a common 
fro n t ie r  w ith  the USSR. Scandinavia, a place o f weak and 
almost disarmed countries, is occupied by th is  same Germ any. 
H er v ic tories  in  the west arc only prepara tion  fo r  a g iga n tic  
move tow ard the east. In  the  a ttack on F in land  the Red 
A rm y , decapitated o f its  leaders, again by S ta lin , demon­
stra ted  its  weakness before the whole w orld . In  his com ing 
m arch against the USSR, H it le r  w i l l  find support in  Japan.”

P rophetic w ords! And fo r  them, and fo r  his life - lo n g  service 
to  the revo lu tion , T ro ts k y  was assassinated by S ta lin ’s GPU.

For the Defense o f the Soviet Union
S ta lin  has b ro ug h t the Soviet Un ion to the b r in k  o f the abyss. 

H is  speech shows th a t he continues the same suicida l bureaucratic  
course today as before. A lo ng  th is  road the  bottom  o f the abyss 
can be the on ly  end.

T h a t is w h y  defense o f the Soviet U n ion  requires, today 
more than  ever before, the ove rth row  o f the to ta lita r ia n  clique 
in  the K re m lin  and the re v iv a l o f Soviet democracy. O n ly then 
can the fu l l  forces o f the Soviet peoples be unleashed fo r  the 
dea th -s trugg le  aga ins t German im peria lism . O nly then can the 
tra d itio n s  and methods o f the October revo lu tion  and the C iv il 
W a r cross over the  f ro n t  lines to  the German arm ies and dis­
in te g ra te  them  w ith  the  corrod ing acid o f the soc ia lis t revo lu ­
tion . Soviet p a trio tis m  is inseparable fro m  irreconcilab le  s trugg le  
aga inst S ta lin  and his degenerate clique.

Red A rm y  troops, w earing  gas masks, are shown p ra c tic in g  a bayonet a tta ck  supported by 
tanks d u rin g  maneuvers la s t sp ring .
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The ‘L A B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  
C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  
W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A B LA C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  
M A R X .

Negro Struggle
By ALBERT PARKER

How To Defend the Soviet Union
L a s t week we explained th a t w orkers, N egro 

and white , have the job  o f de fending the Soviet 
Un ion against its  im p e ria lis t enemies, in  spite o f 
S ta lin ’s crim es aga inst the w o rld  w o rk in g  class 
because the Soviet U n ion is a w o rkers ’ sta te  and 
because its  de feat by the im p e ria lis ts  would 
g re a tly  streng then the bosses in  th e ir  e xp lo ita ­
tio n  and oppression o f the w orkers everywhere. 
T h is  week we w a n t to discuss how workers, and 
especially Negro w orkers, can best defend the 
Soviet Union.

B y defense o f the Soviet Union, i t  m ust be 
understood, f irs t  o f  a ll we T ro tsky is ts  do not 
mean the same th in g  a t a ll th a t the S ta lin is ts  
do. They don’t  defend the same th in g s  we de, and 
they don’t  defend thefn in the same way.

W hat they defend in the Soviet Un ion 
first, o f a ll is S ta lin ism , the power and p r iv ­
ileges and theories o f the corrup t bureauc­
racy tha t has seized con tro l o f the state. 
W hat W E  defend is the rem ains o f the g re a t­
est revo lu tion  o f a ll tim e, the nationalized 
p ro pe rty  re la tions, the economic foundation 
which i f  extended w il l  lead to socialism  and 
a new k ind o f society.

F o r example, a m onth ago, the S ta lin is ts , 
fee lin g  th a t the U n ited  States when i t  entered 
the w a r would probably be in  an a lliance directed 
aga inst the Soviet U n ion, spent a ll th e ir  tim e 
denouncing the w a r preparations o f the U . S. 
governm ent and t r y in g  to  keep i t  fro m  en tering  
the w a r w ith  fu l l  m il ita ry  steps. A s p a r t  o f its  
propaganda, the Com m unist P a rty  dealt w ith  the 
N egro question and J im  Crow ism , showed how 
fa lse  are Roosevelt’s slogans about “ a w a r fo r  
democracy” .

Then came the N az i invasion o f the Soviet 
U n ion . A nd  now the po licy  o f the S ta lin is ts  in  
th is  coun try  is no t to “ ge t ou t and s tay  ou t o f 
the  w a r,”  bu t to  ge t in to  i t  as q u ick ly  as pos­
sible. As a resu lt, a lm ost every s ing le  correct 
a rgum en t the S ta lin is ts  used a m onth ago has 
today been th ro w n  overboard. The D a ily  W orker 
no longer stresses the con trad ic tions between a 
w a r fo r  democracy abroad and J im  Crow ism  a t 
home. I t  no longer critic izes  Roosevelt except 
because he is so slow  a t g e ttin g  in to  the w ar. I t  
calls on the N egro people no t to oppose the war, 
bu t to p u t pressure on Roosevelt to hasten A m e ri­
can en try .

In  short, in  order to  ge t an alliance between 
S ta lin  and Roosevelt, the S ta lin is ts  are ready to  
drop eve ry th in g  else, inc lud ing  the s trugg le  
a g r in s t J im  Crowism .

The Stalinist's and the 
Negro M arch

A  concrete example o f the change in  th e ir  
approach to the Negro problem  is the recen tly  
ca lle d -o ff N egro M arch On W ashington. Before 
the invasion o f the Soviet U n ion, the S ta lin is ts  
b it te r ly  c ritic ized  the leaders o f the M arch be­
cause they were tied  to  Roosevelt’s w a r machine, 
because th e ir  demands were inadequate, because 
they did not demand th a t the governm ent support 
the  an ti-lyn ch  and a n ti-p o ll ta x  b ills , because they 
did no t demand th a t the governm ent s tay  out o f 
w ar, etc. W hen the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  be­
gan to  p u t pressure on Randolph and W h ite  and 
the o ther leaders o f the M arch, in an a ttem p t to 
ge t i t  called o ff, the D a ily  W orker warned the 
Negroes to be ca re fu l th a t they did no t subm it 
to the pressure and call o f f  the march.

Then came the invasion and a few  days 
la te r Randolph gave in  to  Roosevelt, and in 
re tu rn  fo r  a face saving executive order 
which granted very l i t t le ,  called o f f  the 
M arch. I f  th is  had happened a week earlie r, 
the S ta lin is ts  would have raised ho ly  hell, 
a ttack ing  and condemning Randolph. B u t 
since the S ta lin is ts  now had a new line, they 
uttered no t a s ingle word o f c ritic ism  tha t 
the M arch had been called o ff.  True, they saw 
w h a t they called a few “ loopholes”  in Roose­
v e lt ’s executive order, bu t th e ir  N a tion a l 
Negro Congress called i t  “ a g reat step fo r ­
w ard .”

W e w a n t to  w a rn  Negroes who w atch the 
developments o f the S ta lin is t line  no t to  expect 
a complete and open reve rsa l ove rn igh t. I f  the y  
d id  th is , they  would qu ick ly  lose a ll the 'influence 
am ong the m il i ta n t  Negroes w h ich  the y  now  
have. They w i l l  n o t drop th e ir  demand fo r  the 
passage o f an an ti-lynch  b ill,  fo r  instance. A f te r  
a ll, m any “ lib e ra ls ”  who also support the  im ­
p e r ia lis t w ar, s t i l l  th in k  i t  would be good to  
pass such a b ill.  B u t the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  no longer 
make much o f a p o in t o f it ,  and ce rta in ly  w i l l  
suppo rt Roosevelt’s w a r plans despite his re fusa l 
to  back the a n ti- lyn ch  b ill.

W e Fight' On Against- Jim  Crow
A s opposed to the S ta lin is t line, the Socia list 

W orkers  P a rty  finds no con trad ic tion  between 
re vo lu tio n a ry  defense o f the Soviet U n ion  and 
con tinua tion  o f m il ita n t  s trugg le  fo r  labo r and 
N egro  r ig h ts .

As the M an ifesto  o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  says: “ The method to defend the 
Soviet Union is to continue the class s trugg le  
against the im peria lis ts . Defend w orkers ’ 
r ig h ts  against governm ent s tr ike b re a k in g ! 
B u ild  (he power o f the w o rk ing  class u n t il i t  
becomes the governm enta l power. That is the 
best service which the A m erican w orkers 
can render to  th e ir bro thers in  the Soviet 
U n ion .”

In  o ther words, class conscious Negroes m ust 
continue th e ir  s trugg le  aga inst J im  Crowism . 
Toge ther w ith  th e ir  w h ite  brothers, they m ust 
help to sub s titu te  fo r  the present system  o f ex­
p lo ita tio n  and d isc rim ina tion , a system o f so­
c ia lis t brotherhood w hich w i l l  help to  solve our 
problem s here and to  defend the Soviet U n ion  a t 
the same tim e.

Unite the Worker and Soldier
By E U G E N E  V A R 'L IN

The cap ita lis t press, rad io and 
other agencies of th is  c o u n tiy  
have been w aging a continuous 
campaign, sometimes overt, some 
tim es covert, to tu rn  the con­
scrip ted w o rke r in  the arm y 
against his w orker-bro ther in  the 
factory.

F rdm  the beginning, the con 
scrip t so ld ier has been a problem 
fo r t ile  Am erican bourgeo.xie. M il 
ita ry  theorists like  H offm ann 
Nickerson would have liked  to do? 

'w ith o u t a mass arm y. S.iCh ar 
h i ts ,  w rote N ickerson in  his “ lh e ; 
A im ed Horde,”  were dangerous: 
they led to revo lutions. But rhe 
Am erican 'bourgeoisie w a s  pi-‘ -p:n 
in ;: fo r w ar and the e rud itions  of 
m odern w ar demanded a mars 
conscrip t arm.

The workers of th is  country 
are “ bad”  m ate ria l fo r two rea­
sons. F irs t, there has been no es­
tablished tra d itio n  of conscrip­
tion . The drafted soldiers are par­
t ic u la r ly  re luc tan t to accept the 
new, unaccustomed restl a im s, 
p a rtic u la r ly  when these arc im ­
posed by officers o f an alien class.

Secondly, and m ore im p ortan t, 
the past few  years have seen the: 
rise of a mass, m il ita n t  t.rode-un­
ion movement in  the United 
States in  w h ich a large propor­
tio n  of the young draftees have

played a p rom inent role. T he ir-ex­
periences have taught them tin- 
need to organize, organization o: 
th e ir  class, the w o rk ing  class, 
against precisely tha t class whose 
representatives dominate the hour 
geois Am erican arm y.

How has the cap ita lis t clast 
been a ttem pting  to overcome thés» 
d ifficu lties?  Here are some items:

M ETH O D S USED  TO D IV ID E  
S O LD IE R S  FROM 
T H E  W ORKERS

The large m a jo rity  of the d ra f 
tees were sent to tra in in g  camps 
located fa r from  th e ir  orig ina 
residences. Thus they were separ 
aied as much as possible from  the 
rest of th e ir  class, from  th e ir  un 
ion organizations. T h is  po licy i; 
reflected in  the creation of t lu  
new U nited Service Organization! 
which has been formed to raise 
som ething more than 110,000,000 
to provide enterta inm ent .facilities 
fo r Am erica’s armed forces. In  
its  advertisem ents and press re­
leases. th is  organ ization points 
out tha t m any, of the tra in in g  
camps are located over a dozen 
m iles from  any tow n ; tha t, fu r ­
therm ore, the soldiers sometimes 
outnum ber the population of these 
towns by as much as 10 to 1. T h is  
is hot accidental; I t  is an in e v i­
table resu lt of the class-conscious

policy of the Am erican W ar De­
partm ent.

F le tcher P ra tt, the New Y ork 
Post “ m il ita ry  expert,”  w ro te that 
the soldiers m aking $21 a month 
d idn ’t  lik e  to see already well 
paid workers s tr ik e  fo r more 
wages. P ra tt would have liked  the 
soldiers to believe tha t. T ha t it  
ju s t what the bourgeois arm y of 
ficers are try in g  to make them be 
lléve.

Roosevelt did not dare to use 
draftees to break the s tr ik e  o! 
the a irc ra ft workers. Pie used 
hardened veterans, many of whon 
had broken s trikes in  China. But 
when Roosevelt’s B rigad ie r Gen 
eral Hers hey canceled’ the defer 
ment of s trike rs , he did not speak 
in  the name of these few hardened 
veterans but in. the name of the 
hundreds o f thousands of drafted 
workers. He s ta ted :

“ These citizen soldiers have 
been prom ised th a t arms, sup­
plies and equipm ent w i l l  be 
fu rn ished  by th e ir  fe llo w - 
citizens who are engaged in  the 
production o f ships, airplanes, 
tanks, guns and o ther neces­
sary m un itions and supplies.

“ They know  th a t o ther re g is ­
tra n ts  have been deferred fro m  
service in  the arm ed forces to 
accomplish th a t purpose. They 
demand th a t no c itizen hesitate

to dr/ h is fu l l  share in  the 
s treng then ing  o f A m erica .”

This is one o f the most flagrant 
and open e ffo rts  made up to th is  
tim e to break the bonds of sym­
pathy tha t tie  the drafted w orker 
to iiis  un io n is t brothers.

A R E V E A L IN G  LE T T E R  
FROM  A D R A F T E E

The fo llow ing  excerpt from  a le t­
te r  addressed by a conscrip t to a 
friend  shows how the officers are 
try in g  to poison the m inds of the 
draftees.

“ Last Tuesday,”  w rites  th is  con 
scrip t, “ we were given a lecture 
by  the company commander and 
the subject he spoke on was fo r­
eign agents in  our arm y camps. 
He pointed out tha t the soldier? 
are too fa r fr ie n d ly  w ith  strangers 
especially when they go to town 
and get a couple of d rinks  lptc 
th e ir  -systems, they blab of v fia r 
they do on maneuvers and what 
k ind  of weapons are being used, 
also the d iffe re n t fo rm ations that 
are used -when assembling fo r at 
tack o r re trea t. I th in k  tha t lit  
was more than r ig h t, he also went 
on to  speak about w ha t the fe l­
lows w rite  in  th e ir  le tters, he 
said some o f these le tte rs  are lost 
and th a t we don't know whose 
hands these le tte rs  are fa llin g  
into.

“ He then w ent on to  exp la in

What The New Turn O f S ta lin ism  
Means In  China, I ta ly  and Germany

when and w hy the m il it ia  
would be used. When he started  
lo  speak about how r io ts  broke 
out before th is  country went 
in to  the las t w a r also how 
necessary i t  would be to  call 
out the m ilit ia  i f  and when 
any c ity  o r state police forces 
couldn’ t  enforce s tr ic t  law  and 
order, in  case o f s trikes. I  put 
tw o  and tw o  together. He spoke 
on how v ita l ly  im p o rta n t it  
was fo r  a ll m anufacture rs tha t 
were m aking w ar weapons fo r  
th is  country, to make sure tha t 
these weapons arc made w ith ­
ou t delay due to  strikes, he 
said th a t i f  one person wanted 
to  w ork w h ile another was on 

s t r ik e  i t  was no business of 
anybody to  t r y  to  make th a t 
p a rtic u la r person who wanted 
to w ork go on s trike . In  other 
words I th in k  th a t i f  there are 
go ing to be s trikes  in  the 
fu tu re  the governm ent is go­
in g  to  take d rastic  steps to 
curb the troub le . He said on ly 
in  extrem e cases would c iv ilia n  
popu lation be file d  on.”
Wha*t the capitalist, class is d r iv ­

ing a t is obvious. Can i t  succeed? 
Can i t  re a lly  trans fo rm  form er 
union m ilita n ts  in to  opponents of 
the w o rk ing  class and its  s trug ­
gles? Can it., as Liebneeht wrote, 
“ square the c irc le ,”  “ a rm  the peo­
ple against the people itse lf . . . , 
tu rn  the w orkm an in to  an oppres­
sor and an enemy, in to  a m urder­
er of members of h is own class 
and his friends, of his parents, 
sisters and brothers, ch ildren, 
in to  a m urderer of his own past 
and fu tu re .”

By DON DORE

“ The character of the war has changed’’ for Britain and the 
United States, says the Communist Party.

This new line, as everyone knows, directly contradicts what 
the Stalinists said yesterday about the ruling class of Britain 
and the United States.

That isn’t all that it contradicts. The flip -flop  in America 
and England might be explained away by the Stalinists on the 
ground that these countries are 
now fighting a progressive war.

Yesterday, however, the S ta l­
in is ts  correc tly  characterized 
as a progressive s trugg le  the 
w a r o f the  Chinese people 
against Japan, the s trugg le  of 
the German and Ita lia n  w o rk ­
ers fo r  libe ra tion  from  fascism 
— and the program  proposed 
yesterday by the S ta lin is ts  fo r  
those progressive strugg les 
was d iam e trica lly  opposite to 
the program  they o ffe r  today 
to  the Chinese, Ita lia n  and G er­
man workers.

the D a ily  W orker, June 4. said 
e d ito r ia lly :

“ Secretary H u ll's  latest c o n tri­
bu tion  to the State Departm ent’s 
in tr ig u e  in  the  F a r  E as t is  a vague 
prom ise to surrender e x tra -te rri­
to r ia l priv ileges in  China at some 
d is tan t date not specified . . .

“ Does Secretary H u ll’s vague 
promises s ig n ify  any reversal of 
im p e ria lis t po licy in  China? i t  
would be very naive -to th in k  so . . .

"The ^Soviet Union in  1920 of its  
own free w i l l  wiped out a ll im per 
ia lis t cla im s in China le ft over

Y E S T E R D A Y ’S S T A L IN IS T  
PRO G RAM  FO R C H IN A

Yesterday the Communist Party 
warned the Chinese masses that 
under no conditions should they 
pu t th e ir  fate in  the hands of tue 
" fr ie n d s ”  of China —  B r ita in  and 
the U n ited States.

“ Only A n ti- Im p e ria lis t L ibe ra ­
t io n  Policy Can Save China" was 
the headline of a fro n t page a r­
tic le  in  the D a ily  W orker of May 
28. I t  c ited the declarations ol 
Chou E n  La i. leader of the Ch in­
ese Communist Party . The a rtic le  
declares:

“ China must, Chou En L a i in ­
sisted, always adherb to  the p la t­
fo rm  o f the na tiona l w a r o f lib e r­
ation. and never jo in  any bloc of 
im p e ria lis t w a rr in g  countries.”  

Chou En L a i then goes on: 
" . . .  China m ust pursue an in  

dependent and her own po licy in 
th e  w ar and m ust not jo in  the 
bloc o f im p e ria lis t countries who 
are waging war ana mlusi ik  . 
renounce the p rin c ip le  of na tional 
independence and freedom

“ China cannot re fuse fo re ign  
aid. B u t we m ust c lea rly  under­
stand th a t the in it ia t iv e , inde­
pendence and achievement o f v ic ­
to ry  w ith  our own forces fo rm  
the basis o f s tate po licy in our 
armed resistance . . . ”

W hen Cordell H u ll last month 
made some "prom ises" to  China.

from  the im p e ria lis t Czarist re­
gime. I t  d id not have to make 
vague promises fo r some dislam  
fu ture .

“ B u t th a t was because i t  
re a lly  m eant it .  Secretary H u ll 
doesn’t  mean i t .  Secretary H u ll 
is an im p e ria lis t m aneuvering 
in China fo r  the  g rea te r g lo ry  
Of W a ll S tree t and Standard 
O il.”

We ask the members of the 
Com m unist P a rty : isn ’t  Hull- 
Roosevelt's game in  China the 
same “ m aneuvering in  China fo r 
the greater g lo ry  of W all Street 
and Standard O il”  tha t i t  was last 
month? Yet the Communist Parly 
today is suppnrtiny  a ll of Hull- 
Roosevelt’s proposals to China!

Y E S T E R D A Y ’S S T A L IN IS T  
L IN E  FO R  IT A L Y

D id  the Ita lia n  Communist 
P arty  yesterday ca ll on the Ita l 
la n  w orkers to support the “ de­
m ocra tic”  im peria lis ts  because the 
A llies  were figh ting  Mussolini? 
On the  con tra ry. The D a ily  W ork­
er, May 28, quoted the Manifesto  
of the Communist P arty  of I ta ly  
wh ich declared:

. .  The rea l in te rests o f the 
Ita lia n  people lie  in  the colon­
ia l peoples becom ing free  and 
independent, both from  the 
yoke o f the p lu tocra ts  o f Lon­
don and from  the  yoke o f the 
.p lu tocra ts  who hold sway in 
G erm any and I t a l y . . .

“ The B r it is h  people today 
are ove rw helm ing ly  workers, 
our class brothers, exp lo ited h i 
the factories by the cap ita lis ts  
ju s t  as are the Ita lia n  workers. 
Recently there gathered to ­
gether in  London representa­
tives o f hundreds o f thousands 
o f B r it is h  w orkers who de­
clared th a t they are f ig h tin g  
fo r  the defeat o f B r it is h  im ­
peria lism  and w ish  to  end the 
w a r . . .  Across the trenches and 
w ar fro n ts  we must s tre tch  out 
our hand o f comradeship to  the 
revo lu tiona ry  B r it is h  workers, 
we m ust jo in  them  in  s trugg le

to p u t an end to  the ho rro rs  o f 
w ar . . . ”

Yesterday, then, the a llies of the 
Ita lia n  w o rk ing  class were “ the rev­
o lu tio na ry  B r it is h  workers . . . 
figh ting  fo r  the defeat of B r it is h  
im peria lism .”  Today the S ta lin ­
ists declare the “ a lies”  ol' the  I ta l­
ian  workers are the “ p lu tocra ts of 
London” !

Yesterday the S ta lin is ts  correct­
ly  explained (bat those “ social-- 
is ts ”  who support B rita in  against 
I ta ly  are d r iv in g  the Ita lia n  w o rk ­
ers in to  the arm s o f M ussolini 
T ha t is s t i l l  true. Only now tin  
S ta lin is ts  have joined the “ social 
is ts ”  in  th is  reactionary task.

Y E S T E R D A Y ’S C.P. L IN E  
FO R  T H E  G E R M A N  W O R KER

Before June 22nd the Stalinist? 
warned the German workers that 
the figh t against H it le r  could be 
waged only as a figh t against H it 
le r and C hurch ill. An ed ito ria l i r  
the June D a ily  W orker declared:

“ A  H it le r  o r a C hurch ill 
looks upon sm all nations and 
co lon ia l peoples as mere pawns 
to  be whipped as slaves, ex­
p lo ited and robbed. U nder such 
ru le, the people a t home s u ffe r 
ty ra n n y  as w e ll as the v ic t im ­
ized conquered peoples . . .

“ The German Communists, in  
spired by the tr ium phs of Social 
ism in  the Soviet Union, fear 
lessly raise the banners of na 
tion a l libe ra tion  against the ii 
own H it le r  im peria lism .

“ L ike  Com m unists E V E R Y ­
W H E R E , the German C om ­
m unists, bred in  the E rn s t 
Thaélm ann school, re jec t the 
sub te rfuge  o f those ‘Socia list’ 
gentlemen who easily see the 
crim es o f the ‘o ther’ im p e ria l­
ism  h u t lic k  the boots o f th e ir 
‘own’ im peria lism  and call i t  
‘democracy’. German fascism 
fea rs  a Thaelm ann as W a ll 
S tree t im peria lism  fears a 
B row der.”
Gn June 5, the D a ily  W orkei 

published an ed ito ria l on th< 
death o f the fo rm er Kaiser, it 
which i t  stated:

“ The A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  who 
had been w aging w ar against 
the German barkers, also came 
to  th e ir  rescue and helped 
smash the revo lu tion . W a ll 
S tree t and London would be 
more te rrifie d  today i f  the Ger­
man w orkers were about to  
ove rth row  H itle rism  and again 
would spare no e f fo r t  to place

th e ir riva ls , the German bank­
ers. back in  (he saddle.

“ That is w hy the German peo­
ple do not count on the im p e ria l­
ists o f o ther nations to sax>e them. 
More, and more, the people ot 
Germany are rea liz ing  tha t fo r 
freedom from  ty ra n n y  and wars, 
they m ust re ly  on th e ir  own 
strength, in  co llabora tion w ith  
the in te rna tiona l w o rk ing  class 
movement.

“ The sa lva tion  o f the Ger­
man people, as o f the people 
everywhere, lies in  Socialism. 
They w ill not pe rm it them ­
selves to be betrayed again 
when a fu l l  v ic to ry  over cap i­
ta lism  is w ith in  reach.”
Today, however, the S ta lin is ts  

have ceased to call upon the Ger­
man w orkers to figh t fo r social­
ism. T ha t word has disappeared 
from  a ll references to G erm any.'1 
inc lud ing  the K rem lin 's  leaflets 
“ appealing”  to the German sol 
biers.

Those leaflets call upon the Ger­
man soldiers to cease figh ting  
against the Soviet Union. But 
what do the leaflets o ffe r the 
German people as a way out? 
N oth ing!

And the K re m lin  le a fle t is 
s ilen t on th is  score fo r  w e igh ty 
reasons: the K re m lin 's  allies 
do no t want socialism  in G er­
m any; the “ democracies”  o ffe r  
the German people on ly a sec­
ond and worse Versailles. And 
in sup po rting  B r ita in  and the 
U n ited States, the S ta lin is ts  
are g iv in g  suppo rt to  such a 
second Versa illes.

Such are the u tte r ly  reactionary 
f ru its  o f the  new S ta lin is t line 
fo r  the German, Ita lia n  ana C h in­
ese masses.

E X A M P L E S  OF 1917—
W H IC H  S H A L L  W E  F O LLO W ?

The Ita lia n  soldiers were not 
very much d iffe re n t from  our 
own. Yet they comprised an es­
sentia l element in  M usso lin i’s 
Fascist movement w h ich  crushed 
the organizations o f the Ita lia n  
w o rk in g  class, th e ir  class.

And the Am erican draftees of 
1917? They, too, despite the re la ­
tiv e  im m a tu r ity  of the Am erican 
trade unions, were not very much 
d iffe re n t from  the draftees today. 
Yet, a fte r the w ar, m any o f them 
jo ined s trikeb reak ing , u ltra -p a trio ­
tic  organizations lik e  the A m e ri­
can Legion. The veterans o f 1918 
are in  the vanguard o f Am erican 
reaction to th is  day.

Did th is  have to  happen? 
N o ! The Russian Revolution 
ought, fo r  a ll tim e, to dispel 
any illus ions on th a t score. 
There, the sold ie r-w orkers, fa r  
from  being enemies o f the 
w o rk ing  class, ac tua lly  aided 
the revo lu tion  o f the workers, 
p lay ing  a key ro le  th rough  the 
Soviets o f Soldiers’ , Deputies. 

Russia in  1917 had w hat I ta ly  
and the United States lacked — 
a w o rk in g  class pa rty  figh ting  fo r 
the in terests o f the soldiers. The 
lessons of the Russian Revolution 
m ust he impressed on the trade 
un ion movement o f th is  country. 
They m ust protect not on ly  the 
in terests of the workers in  the 
fac to ry  bu t also the w orkers in 
the arm y. They m ust advance ? 
program  fo r the soldiers and must 
demand the . means by w h ich  th is  
program  can be p u t in to  effect.

The bourgeoisie is t r y in g  to 
d iv ide w o rke r and soldier. I ts  
e ffo r ts  can be thw a rted  on ly by 
the establishm ent o f m il ita ry  
tra in in g  under the  con tro l o f 
the trade  unions.

H it le r ’s a ttack  on the Soviet U n ion tends to  
restore the s itu a tio n  th a t existed before 1939. The 
g rea t fea r o f Russia a t th a t tim e  was o f an a t­
tack on tw o fro n ts , the W estern and the Eastern. 
The cancellation in  blood o f the S ta lin -H itle r  
pact serves a lm ost au tom a tica lly  to  cancel also 
the Soviet-Japanese pact. The Japanese m il i ta r ­
ists are forced to  reconsider th e ir  position and 
to decide on a new line  th a t w ill,  in  th e ir  opinion, 
best su it th e ir  im p e r ia lis t purposes.

The danger o f another treacherous invasion 
o f the Soviet U nion, th is  tim e in the F a r East, 
is  m an ife s t in  the whole s itua tion . I f  the Japanese 
d ip lom ats and generals m a in ta in  complete silence 
fo r  a tim e , i t  w i l l  be due to  the sim ple fa c t th a t 
they  had n o t looked fo r  so e a rly  a denouement 
o f the fasc is t p lo t aga inst Sovie t Russia in  
Europe. They had prepared, fo llo w in g  the p rev­
ious line  o f H itler., to tu rn  south. T h e ir im m edia te  
a tte n tio n  had become focused on the D utch E ast 
Ind ies and on Thailand as a f irs t  step tow ards 
Singapore. T h is  s itua tion  had reached m ore o r 
less o f a sta lem ate ow ing  to  Japan’s fe a r o f the 
A ng lo -D u tch -A m erican  coa lition  aga inst her. 
Nevertheless the  desire fo r  the southern adven­
tu re  had caused a w ith d ra w a l o f troops and 
forces fro m  China and M anchukuo. Thus Japan 
was to ta l ly  unprepared to  e xp lo it the new a lig n ­
m ent o f forces.

The press continues to  c a rry  stories to the  
e ffec t th a t Japan w i l l  rem a in  ne u tra l in  the Rus­
so-German w a r. I t  is repeated th a t Japan w i l l  
soon take fu r th e r  measures against the French 
in Thailand in  order to  press fo rw a rd  towards 
the g re a t menace o f S ingapore. B u t re fle c tion  w il l  
show th a t Japan m ust prepare to  face the effects 
o f the new phase o f the second W orld  W ar. A n y  
move southwards would b rin g  in e v ita b ly  a clash 
w ith  Eng land and A m erica . I t  is  pe rfe c tly  c lear 
th a t the A m erican im p e ria lis ts  do n o t propose 
to stand by w h ile  the M ikado ’s forces extend 
th e ir  conquests s t i l l  fu r th e r . The U n ited  States 
sees its  en tire  fu tu re  a t stake in  S ingapore and 
w ill f ig h t any move to  in f i lt ra te  into ' the M a lay  
reg ion in  a m anner th a t would endanger th is  
g re a t base.

I f  such a w a r began, i t  is  clear th a t i t  w ou ld  
soon tra n s fe r its e lf  to V lad ivostok and S iberia . 
The USSR w ould be anxious to ge t a ll the help 
possible fro m  the U n ited  States th rou gh  th is  
po rt. Japan has p ra c tic a lly  served notice a lready 
th a t she w il l  no t p e rm it such help. The .Japanese 
proposal to designate the w ate rs about V la d ivo ­
stok as a zone o f her own param ount in te rest, 
no t to  be used fo r  g e ttin g  help to  Russia, is the 
f irs t  step in the d irec tion  o f Japanese in te rven ­
tion  in the N o rth . The Nipponese m il ita r is ts  fe a r 
th a t the ’I / n j t e t l , S tates w in  secure a base o f 
operations aga inst Japan n o t thousands o f m iles 
aw ay— as is Singapore— bu t mere hundreds o f 
m iles away. I t  would no t be a b ig  step fro m  a ll-  
ou t aid to  S ta lin , to an alliance aga inst Japan 
and Germany. W e do n o t p re d ic t such an alliance, 
but m ere ly  s tate Japan ’s fe a r o f one.

Japan P re p a rin g  To F ig h t ¡USSR
W e m ay expect there fore , th a t Japan w i l l  

soon begin to  tra n s fe r her arm ies back to  the  
no rth  to be prepared fo r  a ll eventua lities. I f  H i t ­
le r ga ins trem endous v ic to ries  over S ta lin  in 
Europe, the Japanese w i l l  be tem pted to  c a rry  
ou t th e ir  o r ig in a l plan o f invad ing  S iberia and 
seizing the M a ritim e  Provinces. In  th a t case 
V lad ivostok w i l l  be one o f th e ir  f ir s t  goals. B u t 
as is o ften  the case, th e ir  desire to  preven t the 
U n ited States fro m  g e ttin g  a toe-hold in  S iberia, 
m ay p re c ip ita te  ju s t  th a t w h ich  the  Japanese 
generals fea r. I t  is m ost u n lik e ly  th a t  Roosevelt 
w il l re fra in  fro m  sending he lp to  Russia th rou gh  
S iberia  because o f an y  Japanese th re a t. H is  on ly  
fear o f a id in g  S ta lin  now would be th a t the 
m a te ria l sent m ig h t fa l l  in to  German hands in  
case the Red A rm y  cannot hold ou t fo r  a long  
tim e. A t  any ra te , some measure o f he lp  has 
a lready started , so th a t the clash o f in te rests 
between Japan and the U n ited  States w i l l  soon 
find a tes tin g  ground in  the F a r  East.

There are m any who th in k  th a t w ith  H it le r ’s 
invasion and the  resp ite  g iven to Eng land as a 
resu lt, the U n ited  States w i l l  be held back fro m  
en te ring  the  w a r. B u t ac tu a lly  the new stage o f 
the European w a r has d isturbed the stalem ate 
in  the Pacific. T h ings are once more m oving 
tow ards a cris is  there, ow ing  to  Japan’s need to  
make a sharp tu rn -a bo u t in  accord w ith  the move 
o f the A x is  pa rtner. The ta lk  o f n e u tra lity  m ere ly  
covers in tensive p repara tions fo r  in te rven tion  
in  the near fu tu re . T h a t w i l l  b r in g  the  Pacific  w a r 
closer.

P ac ific  W ar W il l  B eg in  in  S ibe ria
Once v ra r breaks ou t in  the Pacific  i t  w i l l  

n a tu ra lly  involve not m ere ly  S iberia , bu t a ll the 
im p e ria lis t possessions as w e ll. B u t the f irs t  g re a t 
ba ttles w i l l  center in  the no rth , in  S iberia . 
N a tu ra lly  S ta lin  w'ould lik e  to  see the Japanese 
rem ain ne u tra l so as to leave the S iberian  re a r 
alone. Soviet Russia could then concentrate on 
the European enemy. B u t S ta lin  m ust be w e ll 
aw'are th a t the pact w ith  Japan became another 
one o f those scraps o f paper the m om ent H it le r  
m arched his arm ies across the Russian border. 
S ta lin  would p re fe r (so long as he s t i l l  exercises 
any choice in  the m a tte r) no t to have any cap ita l­
is t troops on S iberian so il. B u t i f  Japan attacks, 
he w i l l  p robab ly no t be averse to  com ing to  some 
agreem ent w ith  the U n ited  States, g iv in g  the 
la tte r  bases on the S iberian m ain land fo r  opera­
tions aga inst Japan.

Even i f  S ta lin  should s u ffe r quick defeat, in  
which case Japan would act ve ry  qu ick ly , the 
ou tlook o f U n ited  States aid to the S iberian 
forces th a t rem a in  is no t excluded. F o r despite 

■ the extrem e im portance  o f the  E ng lish  s trugg le  
to U n ited  States im peria lism . Roosevelt could 
not a ffo rd  to a llow  the riches o f the Pacific area 
to fa l l  in to  the clutches o f the Japanese w ith o u t 
a f ig h t.

Bourgeoisie Deliberately Setting Soldiers Against Workers

W ill Japan Now 
Attempt To 
Attack the USSR?

By JA C K  W E B E R
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JO IN  US IN  F IG H T IN G  FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

b y  th e  gove rnm en t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  camps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  tra de  
u n io n s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed  
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . A  peop les’ re fe re n d u m  on  any and a ll 
wars.

5 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

6 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

7 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

8 . A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

9 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

"Shooting W ar"
The occupation of Iceland by American troops 

w ill lead to “ shooting war” — all observers are 
agreed on that.

But the Constitution of the United States pro­
vides that only Congress shall have the authority 
to put this country into a war.

There is an obvious contradiction between the 
move into Iceland and the constitutional exclusion 
of. the President from the power to plunge this 
country into a war.

To "protect”  the routes from the United States 
to Iceland—more than half-way across the North 
Atlantic— means that, sooner or later. American 
warships w ill be in battle with German warships 
or submarines or bombers. That’s "shooting war.”

Such “ shooting war”  w ill, in all likelihood, oc­
cur before Congress acts on the recommendations 
made July 3rd by Chief of Staff General George 
C. Marshall, who asked Congress to repeal the 
statutes which restrict service of National Guards­
men and draftees to the Western Hemisphere.

Practically everybody was under the impres­
sion that no U. S. troops at all could be sent out­
side the Western Hemisphere. The technicality un­
der which Roosevelt sent regular marines and 
troops to Iceland plainly violates the spirit of 
existing statutes forbidding the main body of 
American troops from leaving the Western Hemis­
phere.

I f  Roosevelt were a real and honest democrat, 
he would have urged Congress to act on General 
Marshall’s recommendation and would have wel­
comed general debate throughout the country on 
whether or not American troops should go into the 
Eastern Hemisphere.

But Roosevelt feared the consequences o f such 
a debate. He feared the pressure upon Congress of 
the great masses who, in spite of all Roosevelt’s 
efforts, still do not want war.

Roosevelt is particularly fearful of the reactions 
to General Marshall’s further recommendation 
that draftees shall be kept in service beyond the 
year which they were originally scheduled to serve.

I f  conditions remained as they stood last week, 
i t  would be impossible for Roosevelt to get that 
recommendation adopted by Congress. The 
draftees themselves, as they come in on furloughs, 
are expressing themselves very b itte rly  to their 
families and friends about this recommendation. 
The draftees feel that they made an honest con­
tract with the government: to serve one year. Now, 
like a Shylock who fixed up a flaw in the contract, 
the government is trying to violate its original 
pledge. The draftees want their families and friends 
to see to it that the government does not violate its 
contract. I f  Congress were to open debate this 
week on General Marshall’s recommendation, it 
would be flooded with the biggest mail yet seen 
by Congress, demanding that it stick to the original 
contract.

Roosevelt knew this very well when he directed

General Marshall to make the recommendation. 
Roosevelt had no intention of submitting that 
recommendation, or the one seeking authority to 
take troops outside the Western Hemisphere, to a 
vote in Congress under the conditions prevailing 
last week.

Instead Roosevelt directed the occupation of 
Iceland. The people were confronted with the fact 
that there are now troops already outside the West­
ern Hemisphere.

But that is only the beginning. Guarding the 
routes of the North A tlantic to Iceland means 
driving German raiders and submarines out of one 
of the chief areas in which the Nazis have been 
harassing British shipping. It means “ incidents.”

And “ incidents,”  Roosevelt and his supporters 
hope, w ill change the conditions which confront 
them within this country. By the “ little ”  extra- 
legal action of involving the country in shooting 
“ incidents” without having the constitutional au­
thority  to do so, Roosevelt hopes to create a situa­
tion in which he w ill get the necessary authority 
from Congress to send any number of troops 
abroad, to lengthen the service of draftees, and, in 
short, to wage large-scale war.

In this vile game, Congress is of course a silent 
partner of Roosevelt. Fearful of the,anti-war senti­
ment of the great masses of the people. Congress 
itself does not dare openly to debate the issue of 
war or peace. Instead Congress sits silently by 
while Roosevelt executes the steps which, added 
together, means confronting the American people 
with the accomplished fact of war.

And the very last thing that Roosevelt and 
Congress would ever agree to would be the pro­
posal to submit to popular vote the issue of war or 
peace. They dare not, because they know the people 
would vote against War.

A handful of Labor congressmen, under the 
discipline of a trade union movement opposing 
entry into the war, could make a shamble o f the 
Administration’s strategy o f pushing us into the 
war. But we do not have such Labor congressmen, 
thanks to the false policy of the trade union leader­
ship of backing Democratic and Republican can­
didates.

In the days of great crisis that are to come, 
Labor must have its own party. That, i f  nothing 
else, is now painfully clear. In war or in peace the 
working class cannot depend on boss parties.

Build an Independent Labor Party— that is 
now an absolutely v ita l necessity without which 
the trade union movement cannot hope to survive 
this war in effective shape. Purely trade union is­
sues have well-nigh ceased to exist. Every issue 
involving the trade unions now brings the govern­
ment into the picture, making it a political issue. 
It is intolerable that at this late date Labor cannot 
meet these issues with its own political party. That 
must be rectified w ithin the very next months.

Stalinist Double-Talk
When John L. Lewis last Monday blasted 

Rdosevelt for using troops to break the North 
American Aviation strike, he became so impas­
sioned that his voice could be heard by news­
papermen waiting outside the closed doors of the 
CIO legislative conference. The reporters couldn’t 
hear all that Lewis said, but they got the d r ift of 
things and knew they had a big story. Further 
details became generally available by tacit agree­
ment of the CIO delegates. No paper could ignore 
this big news. The N. Y. Times, for example, gave 
it front page display under the headline, “ J. L. 
Lewis Assails Roosevelt’s Use of Army in Strike.”

There was one paper, however,- that found 
Lewis’s war upon Roosevelt and his labor aids of 
little  significance— in fact, not even newsworthy. 
The D aily  Worker, that "people’s champion of 
liberty, progress, peace and prosperity,”  ran the 
story of the CIO legislative conference down the 
entire length of its front page without once even 
referring to Lewis’ attack on Roosevelt for strike­
breaking.

By patiently reading through a mass of routine 
details concerning resolutions passed and commit­
tees established by the conference, one finally fo l­
lows the continuation of the D aily  Worker story to 
page four of the paper and there finds a buried 
and watered-down reference to Lewis’s attack. 
“ There were widespread reports of a clash between 
. . .  Lewis and some of the followers of Sidney 
H illm an,”  the D aily  Worker whispers. “ Lewis was 
understood to have b itterly criticized Hillman for 
being at the President’s elbow’ when the executive 
order ordering the Arm y to break the North Ame­
rican Aviation strike . . .  was drafted.”

Thus Lewis’s denunciation of' the anti-labor 
philosophy of the Roosevelt administration is 
diluted and twisted until it appears to be nothing 
more than a flare-up between rival union leaders.

Since the Nazi-Soviet war Roosevelt has again 
become Galahad to the D aily Worker. It protects 
him from attack, even from union leaders on the 
score of strikebreaking. This is the Stalinist offer­
ing to Roosevelt in payment for his aid to Stalin.

Fortunately the editors can’t eat all the back 
issues of the D aily  Worker, though no doubt they’d 
like to. When the North American strike was 
broken (before the Nazi-Soviet war) the Roose­
velt question was handled differently.

On June 18 the paper said, “ The President is 
going forward (to) slavery for the organized work­
ers at the point of a bayonet.”  And, on June 19, 
“ ...ano the r example of the rapid march by the 
President in the direction of dictatorship and the 
assumption of fu ll war powers . . .  “ Responsibility 
for the wholesale sacrifice of fundamental princ­
iples of government labor policy must be pinned 
squarely on the Roosevelt administration.”

The latest zig-zag has beset the Stalinists with 
many problems— not the least of which is the 
necessity of keeping back copies of the D aily  Work­
er out of circulation.

Af t er Randolph Dropped 
The Negro March
Randolph Hailed Roosevel t 's Executive Order As T h e  'Second 
Em ancipation P roclam ation ' But I t  D id n 't Even Rate A  Speech!

B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R

A. P h ilip  Randolph and a few 
others consider Roosevelt's exe­
cutive order on Negroes and the 
w ar industries a “ second Em anci­
pation Proclam ation.”  B u t appar­
en tly  Roosevelt' doesn’t. He d idn 't 
speak about i t  over the rad io ; you 
won’t  see h im  reading the order in 
tho news reels; he d id n 't even 
hold a press conference on the 
m atter, as he does on alm ost ev­
e ry th ing  else, sm all o r big.

The cap ita lis t press gave the or 
der p ra c tica lly  no pu b lic ity . ( It 
would be in te res tin g  to find out 
how many newspapers south of 
the Mason-Dixon line  even men­
tioned i t ) .

Randolph had to speak about the' 
o rder over the rad io since Roos­
evelt w ou ldn ’t. H illm a n  had to 
hold the press conference. Negroes 
had to w a it fo r  the Negro press 
to exp la in w hat the order was 
about, and those papers d idn ’t  do 
a very  good job a t i t  e ither.

A l l  th is  indicates very c learly 
how im p o rtan t Roosevelt considers 
th is  so-called “ second Em ancipa­
tion  P roclam ation.”  - 

*  * *

NEG RO  Y O U T H  B LA S T  
R A N D O L P H ’S R E T R E A T

Randolph had no trouble in  get­
t in g  his hand-picked national com­
m ittee in  charge o f the M arch to 
approve its  ‘‘postponement., but 
not. cancellation.”  B u t the na­
tio n a l you th  committee, w h ich  was 
not hand-picked, bu t was made up 
la rge ly  of delegates of d iffe ren t 
youth organizations, had a d iffe r­
ent a ttitude , and one which rea lly  
represented the feelings of 95 per 
cent o f the rank-and-file supporters 
ol' the March.

A t  a m eeting called to  con­
sider Randolph’s rep o rt on why 
the M arch was being called o ff, 
the  you th  com m ittee “ voted 44 
to  1 to  repud iate the action o f 
the na tiona l executive com m it­
tee and to  demand th a t the 
m arch be staged w ith in  90 
days”  (P IT T S B U R G H  CO UR­
IE R ) .

*  *  *

The Chicago Defender te lls  of

a typ ica l rank-and-file supporter of 
the M arch:

“ In  F lo rida , a 77-year-old 
woman sold a member o f the 
O ffice o f P roduction M anage­
m ent s ta f f  a ‘jobless march 
b u tto n ’ and swore th a t she was 
go ing to take p a rt in  the pa r­
ade. She had money enough to  
c a rry  her on ly  as fa r  as Savan­
nah, Ga., which is about s ix  or 
700 m iles sho rt o f her goal, 
b u t she was determ ined to  ge t 
the res t o f the distance and 
vowed she would make i t  i f  she 
had to  w a lk .”
W hat a 'fa r  cry  th is  is from  the 

a ttitud e  o f some of the leaders 
of the M arch, who had on ly to 
get in to  a P u llm an tra in  o r a 
plane, and who were ju s t as de­
term ined to see th a t the March 
did  not go th rough !

*  *  *

Horace I t .  Cayton, labor ed ito r 
of the P ittsbu rgh  Courier', one of 
the speakers at the NAACP con­
ference in  Houston, describes a 
s t ir r in g  speech by Robert M ing on 
the Negroes and the armed forces, 
and then says:

“ In  opp very real sense i t  was 
a p ity  th a t they did not stop the 
m eeting then, fo r  A. P h ilip  Ran­
dolph followed M ing. Randolph 
made an apologetic statem ent 
w h ich  fin a lly  led up to the fact 
th a t ‘they’ ( I  don’t  know  who 
‘they’ were) had called o ff the 
m arch to W ashington. H is  argu­
ments concerning the reason fo r 
ca lling  o ff the march, as I  under­
stood it ,  was because the P resi­
dent had issued an executive o r­
der se tting  up a board fo r the pu r­
pose of in te g ra tin g  Negroes in to  
the defense program  . . .

“ I t  sounded p re tty  th in  when 
he stated i t  in  the  Good Hope 
B a p tis t C hurch; i t  sounds even 
worse when I  w r ite  i t  today. 
Randolph has a lo t  o f exp la in ­
in g  to  do, and so have a ll the 
rest m ixed up in  the d irection  
o f the M arch— and he didn ’t  do 
i t  down here. W a lte r W hite , in  
the la s t mass m eeting  on F r i ­
day n igh t, expressed his own 
d issa tis fac tion  w ith  the P resi-

dent’s order and pointed out its  
weaknesses. He also, however, 
ju s tifie d  the ca lling  o f f  o f the 
m arch.”

*  *  *

HO W  R O O S E V E LT ’S O RDER 
LOOKS IN  P R A C TIC E

The New Jersey H erald Hews 
states tha t Roosevelt order “ w ill 
have l i t t le  or no effect in  New 
Jersey.”  T h is  seems certa in  i f  the 
conference between the Urban 
League and Glenn G ardiner, state 
d irec to r o f defense tra in in g  fo r 
OPM, means anyth ing. I t  m ust be 
remembered th a t the firs t of the 
three po ints of the order provides 
tha t a ll governm ental agencies 
“ concerned w ith  vocational and 
tra in in g  program s fo r defense 
production sha ll take special meas­
ures appropria te to assure tha t 
such program s are adm inistered 
w ith o u t d isc rim in a tio n .”

“ T h is  is a very deep-rooted 
sociological p ro b le m . . .  I  am 
no t very  hopefu l th a t i t  can be 
solved ‘ju s t  lik e  th a t ’,”  said 
OPM spokesman G ardiner. “ I  
can’t  see th a t the P resident’s 
order w i l l  have any p a rtic u la r 
e ffe c t on our program . O ur 
func tion  is  he lp ing companies 
in  th e ir  t ra in in g  o f employees. 
I t ’s no t fo r  us to  say who sha ll 
be hired.

“ N a tu ra lly ,”  ho went on, “ wher­
ever our op in ion is asked, i t  is 
our du ty  to encourage employment 
w ith  no d isc rim ina tion , but i t ’s 
not up to us to take the in it ia t iv e .

“ The problem m ay solve itse lf 
when there’s a shortage of un­
sk illed  help, as w e ll as skilled . 
I t ’s a tough problem, and the rea­
son i t ’s tough is th a t everyone 
pussyfoots on it .  I ’m  a fra id  a t­
tempts to pressure the th in g  in  
the emergency may no t w o rk  out.”

A nd th is  is a s ta tem ent from  
an OPM o ffic ia l A F T E R  the is ­
suance o f the so-called “ second 
E m ancipation  P roc lam ation” ! 
F a r be tte r tha n  Randolph’s 
speeches, i t  ind ica tes w ha t the 
governm ent is re a lly  go ing to  
do about J im  Crow in  in du s try  

— noth ing.

U. S. And Britain Still 
Clash In Latin-America

Am erican workers in  steel, ma­
chinery, chemical products, rubber 
and clo th  are being sweated long 
hours to produce fo r C hurch ill.

And a t the same tim e  B r i t ­
ish w orkers in  these same in ­
dustries are being d riven  to  
produce cap ita l and consumer 
goods w hich are being sold by 
the E ng lish  bosses, a t a neat 
p ro fit, to  South A m erica !
T h is  week U. S. exporters, stung 

by the new E ng lish commercial 
successes in  L a t in  Am erica, are 
demanding th a t Roosevelt do 
som ething about it .

tions on raw  m ateria ls, received 
a le tte r from  an E ng lish  supplier 
o ffe rin g  to fu rn ish  finished 
goods.”

T h is  ba ttle  fo r La tin -A m erican 
m arkets between the B r it is h  and 
U. S. “ a llie s ”  reached its  f irs t 
c ris is  in  the early pa rt of June 
when the N. Y. Times revealed in 
June 8:

“ On its  to u r o f South Am erica 
early  th is  year the B r it is h  govern­
ment W illing do n  M ission advised 
L a tin  Am ericans th a t England had 
1,000,000 tons of sh ipp ing serving 
the South Am erican ports.

“ C row ning blow in  the succes­
sion of incidents,”  reports the 
N. Y. Times financia l section of 
Ju ly  6th, “ came three weeks age 
when a company in  Buenos A ire f 
which was on the B r it is h  black 
lis t  (o f German or pro-German 
companies) entered the market 
fo r Quantities of paper. According 
to exporters the order was sub 
s tan tia l and a t the instance ol 
an E ng lish  supplier the name o! 
the Buenos A ires buyer was re 
moved from  the black-list long 
enough to enable the B r it is h  com­
pany to b id  fo r the business and 
get its  money, whereupon the com­
pany was pu t back on the black­
lis t  again.

“ Ind igna tion  also was generated 
last week when a m anufacturer 
of hard rubber goods, who has 
been compelled to c u rta il a ra the r 
extensive export business because 
of the defense program  restric-

“ (Am erican) exporters who rec­
en tly  re turned from  A rgen tina  re­
ported seeing pre-fabricated steel 
pipe stacked up a t a p lan t at Ros­
ario. The A rgentine  buyers boast­
ed tha t the order had been placed 
a t a price more than 10 per cent 
below the lowest quoted by United 
States shippers. They added tha t 
the delivered consignment rep­
resented the second attem pt by 
England to f i l l  the order. The ship 
ca rry in g  the f irs t consignment 
was sunk and the order was dup­
licated and sent on a la te r boat.

“ A t a paper-m aking p lan t on 
the ou tsk irts  of the same c i t y . . .  
the owners said they were aw ard­
in g  a contract fo r paper-making 
equipment to B r it is h  producers 
because the la tte r  had been able 
to underbid Am erican m akers by 
a w ide m arg in. In  Columbia and 
B raz il active b id d in g  fo r  steel 
products was general on the part 
of E ng lish representatives who 
were reported to be o ffe rin g  prices 
w h ich  Am erican producers could 
not m atch.”

T ak in g  advantage of the w a r s itu ­
ation, and the extreme dependency 
of B r it is h  im peria lism  on A m er­
ican aid against the most aggres­
sive r iv a l of both, the Am erican 
im peria lis ts  last year launched a 
d rive  to force the B r it is h  to re lin ­
quish th e ir  hold on these markets. 
The B r it is h  answered w ith  bar­
ga in  prices.

The Am erican government, the 
New Y ork  Times announced June

8, had secured from  C h urch ill, last 
month, a promise to c u rta il th is  
trade drive.

Tho B rit is h , i t  seems, now have 
welched on th is  promise. The 
trade d rive  has continued and 
again the Congressional c loak­
rooms echo w ith  m aledictions 
against the B rit is h . The Am erican 
drive  to wrar is based upon the 
theory th a t Germany is a th rea t 
to th e 'S o u th  Am erican markets. 
However, the Am erican im p e ria l­
ists w i l l  use th is  w a r to e lim inate  
a ll com petitors from  L a tin  A m er­
ica, a llie d  as well as enemy.

W H A T  T H IS  R E V E A L S  
A B O U T  E N G L A N D  
IN T E R N A L L Y

T his B r it is h  d rive  fo r export 
trade reveals much concerning the 
in te rna l s itua tion  in  England.

The B r it is h  workers are reg i­
mented in  the name o f the w ar 
B u t the B r it is h  bosses are s t i l l  
conducting business as usual in 
whatever' sphere they can realize 
the most profits. The “ most des­
perate hour of B r it is h  need”  has 
not imposed many res tr ic tio n  upon 
the big- B r it is h  m anufacturers. 
W hile  Nazi bombs blast England's 
production fa c ilit ie s  and the w o rk­
ers are forced to w ork  70 and 80 
hours per week to supply the war 
machine, the bosses produce steel 
fo r export!

Where 
We Stand

By A lb e rt Goldman

T he  S ov ie t U n io n ’s M il i ta ry  L im ita t io n s
I t  is undoubtedly true  th a t even under the best of 

circumstances the Soviet Union, in  a s tr ic t ly  m ilita ry  
sense, could not, a t th is  tim e, be a match fo r Germany. 
By the best of circumstances is meant a s itua tion  
where the Soviet Union would be led by a pa rty  such 
as brought v ic to ry  to the Russian w orkers and peas­
ants in  the years o f 1917-1920.

Even i f  Lenin and T ro tsky  were a live  and gu id ing  
the destinies of the Soviet Union, the m il ita ry  s trength 
o f Germany would be superior to th a t o f the Soviet 
Union. For the sim ple reason tha t the m il ita ry  streng th  
ol’ a nation depends in  the long rung  upon the develop­
m ent o f its  industries  and transporta tion . N o th ing 
th a t Len in  and T ro tsky  could have done would have 
succeeded in  ra is in g  the general productive capacity 
o f the Soviet Union to a level equal to tha t of Germany.

The in d u s tr ia l capacity of the Soviet Union would 
be fa r greater than i t  is, had the conditions du rin g  
the Len in -T ro tsky regime continued to p reva il up 
u n t il now. The destruction of w orkers ’ democracy by 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy has been the greatest single 
fac to r in  re ta rd ing  the development of Soviet indus­
try . F o r under a system of p lann ing the r ig h t  of the 
workers to check and c ritic ize  is a guarantee of the 
proper fu lf il lm e n t o f the plans. Take th a t r ig h t  away 
and substitu te  fo r i t  the uncontro lled w il l  o f the 
bureaucrat and planned production loses a very large 
propo rtion  o f its  effectiveness.

The S ta lin is t bureaucracy to a large extent n u ll i­
fied the tremendous po ten tia litie s  of planned economy. 
Both the qu an tity  and q u a lity  of products (especially 
qu a lity ) suffered because the Soviet masses had the 
r ig h t on ly  to execute the plans of the bureaucrats. 
The streng th  of the Soviet Union would have been 
im m easurably grea te r, fro m  the p o in t o f v iew  o f its  
in d u s tr ia l capacity, had the masses been d ire c tly  in ­
volved in the fo rm u la tion  and execution of plans. '

In  add ition  to weakening the Soviet Un ion on the 
in d u s tr ia l fro n t, S ta lin  has sapped the strength o f the 
Red A rm y by rem oving and executing over n ine ty  per 
cent of the highest and most qualified commanders. 
W ith  those fo r whom black is w h ite  and w h ite  black, 
the rem oval of so m any generals and adm ira ls  con­
s titu tes strengthen ing of the arm y, but people of aver­
age in te lligence and not blinded by a fanatica l lo ya lty  
to S ta lin ism  w ill easily recognize the dem ora liz ing 
effect th a t the rem oval o f so m any h igher officers 
m ust necessarily have had on the Red A rm y.

Even i f  one should accept the preposterous and 
vic ious falsehood th a t a ll the commanders executed 
were fascists i t  would s t i l l  leave an a rm y w ith o u t the  
services o f officers who had the necessary experience 
and a b ility  to lead i t  against such a pow erfu l in s tru ­
m ent as the Germany army.

Do these facts mean th a t the Soviet Union, under 
any circumstances, would be destined to defeat? Not 
a t a ll!

R e v o lu tio n a ry  P o lic y  C o u ld  D e fea t H it le r
For the Soviet Union, were i t  under revo lu tiona ry  

M a rx is t leadership, is in  the possession of a weapon 
tha t is denied to every cap ita lis t country, the weapon 
of revo lu tiona ry  propaganda, the pow erfu l appeal to 
the masses over the heads of th e ir  ru lers. Revolu­
tio n a ry  M arx is ts  a t the head of the Soviet Union 
would u tiliz e  tha t weapon to its  fu lle s t extent and 
i t  is th is  weapon th a t would more than compensate 
fo r the com parative m il ita ry  weakness o f the Soviet 
Union.

S ta lin  is not capable of u t il iz in g  and w i l l  not u t i l ­
ize th is  a ll-pow erfu l weapon. T h is  is already indicated 
by the shocking fact tha t the heroic tra d itio n s  of the 
October R evolution and of the C iv il W ar period have 
n o t been appealed to.

Instead, the Russian workers and peasants are ap­
pealed to on the basis o f tra d itio n s  tha t have no th ing 
to do w ith  th e ir  g lo rious revo lu tiona ry  past. Here are 
a few gems gleaned from  the D a ily  W orke r:

“ Everybody knows how v a lia n tly  the Russians 
fo u g h t d u rin g  the ba ttle  on the ice o f Peipus 
Lake. A p r i l 5. 1242, when the K n ig h ts  o f the 
Teutonic O rder were routed— the d is ta n t p re­
decessors o f today ’s fasc is ts .”  (D A IL Y  W O R KER, 
June 25.)

“ The whole w orld  knows o f the splendid h is ­
to r ic a l v ic to ry  o f the Russians and th e ir  a llies__
the Poles and L ithuan ians— near Tanncnberg in 
the fifte e n th  century, in  Ju ly  1410. The destiny o f 
the S lav w orld  was a t stake then . . .  The German 
Teutonic kn igh ts  th rew  the flo w e r o f  th e ir  forces 
in to  the f ig h t . . .  The ba ttle  was a fierce one. 
The Germans were u tte r ly  routed. F rom  then on 
the Teutonic O rder was shattered and w ent to  its  
ing lo rious  end . . .  ”  (D A IL Y  W O R K E R , June 26.)

“ In  the 16th cen tury, the troops o f Ivan, the 
T e rrib le , routed the German invaders in  the 
B a l t i c . . .  The s tru g g le  fo r  the B a ltic  states was 
a long one, run n ing  in to  tens o f years, a s tru g g le  
fu l l  o f unparalle led heroism on the p a r t  o f the 
R u s s ia n s . . . ”  (D A IL Y  W O R K E R , June 26.)

I t  is obvious th a t S ta lin  is avo id ing an y th in g  re­
m ote ly  connected w ith  the re vo lu tio n a ry  tra d itio n  o f 
the Russian workers. He wants to assure his cap ita lis t 
a llies  o f his respectab ility . Whereas C h u rch ill and 
Roosevelt openly announce th e ir  h o s tility  to Commun­
ism (w h ich  they of course confuse w ith  S ta lin ism ) 
S ta lin  has not a word to say about capita lism .

Indeed, the g lorious tra d itio n s  of the October revo lu­
tion  are com pletely a lien to the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. 
B ut they are a l iv in g  pa rt of the Soviet Union, in s p ir­
ing  the Russian workers and peasants to a fierce s trug­
gle against the cap ita lis t enemy. I f  the Russian 
masses w in  i t  w i l l  be in  spite o f the S ta lin is t bu- 
reaucracy.

They Love I t
“ W ho says Business Men Don’ t  Read Books?”  Is 

the head o f a tw o colum n advertisem ent run  by the 
John D ay P ub lish in g  Co. in  the June 17th issue o f 
the N . Y . T imes. “ They've made a best se lle r o u t o f 
th is  one” : B urnham ’s The M anageria l Revolution.

The ad then quotes p a r t  o f a rev iew  o f B urnham ’s 
book th a t appeared in Business W eek:

“ . . .  fo r  the au tho r picked the r ig h t  subject a t the 
r ig h t  tim e .”

N o question about th a t. A nd  he handled the sub­
je c t in  the r ig h t  manner, too— to  m ake i t  a best seller 
among businessmen. Businessmen love to  be to ld  th a t 
socialism  is impossible.


