Socialist Workers Party Calls For A $10,000 War Chest
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Branches Pledge
Three Times As

Much As Before

By JAMES P. CANNON

National Secretary y
By unanimous decision of the National Committee, the So-
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cialist Workers Party hereby opens a campaign for a $10,000

War Chest.

This may seem like a very large sum for a small workers’
party to raise in the face of war, when rival parties and groups
are crying hard times, languishing or folding up altogether.

Some may regard the talk of a $10,000 War Chest as a bluff
—a fantastic sum of which we expect to collect only a small
part.

All such assumptions are completely erroneous. They can
be entertained only by people who do not know our party.

We are calling for a $10,000 War Chest, and our party
members will subscribe it 100%—to the last penny!

Our Trotskyist party is not like other parties. It believes
in the coming victory of the workers. Its members aim at a great
goal. They are in dead earnest, confident of victory, disciplined
and capable of sacrifice.

In every case the party strives to understand and single out
the most important task of the hour, Then it concentrates all ef-
forts and energies on the accomplishment of that task.

The task of the present hour is to prepare the party for
war—to provide it with a War Chest.

All party branches have been consulted on the project, They
have enthusiastically endorsed it, and assumed their respective
quotas to be completed by August Ist.

The branch quotas are listed below. Each week until the
end of the campaign the score board, showing the contributions,
the percentages and the balance to go, will be printed in THE
MILITANT.

Every party member and sympathizer will watch the War
Chest score board with confidence that the $10,000 goal will be
reached. Let skeptics also watch it 1o see how a Trotskyist party
tackles and accomplishes a bard but necessary task.
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$10,000 War Chest
SCOREBOARD
BRANCH QUOTA
New York .............% 2,500
Chicago ......iisd0e0s 1,200
Minneapolis ....... eee.. 1,200
San Francisco ........ .. 1,000
Petroit . .iaes aniamn s v 500
Newark ..... 3 SRRl BT 500
Los Angeles . ............ 400
Boston ................ 350
St. Paul ..oivi0i56avvese SO0
FBRRt o..ci00cosnsonsasss 200
Cleveland ,......... Nl 150

Youngstown ............ 150

Philadelphia ............ 1235
Louisiana .............. 100
San Diego ...... s isamans AOD
Buffalo ................ 60
Akron ................. 50
Fresno .......... STl & & 50
New Haven ............. 50
Rochester .............. 50
Toledo ..... 50
Pittsburgh .............. 40
Portland .« soie ¢ a5ai 6 om 30
Reading ........ b RENA S 25
Allentown .............. 25
Quakertown ............ 25
Seattle . ........ 25
St Lot ;3 covws aavaiis 25
Rockville .............. 20
TEXAB. o vava 2 snmaais & sitens o 15
Baltimore ............ o 10
Hutchinson ............. 10
Milwaukee ......... - 10
Members-at-Large ........ 655

TOTAL $10,000

FDR Spokesman
Backs Hobbs Bill

Concentration Camps For Aliens
Called For By Attorney General

The concentration camp, long a feature of Nazi Germany
and recently adopred by France and England, is about to make
its appearance in America, if Roosevelt's Attorney General has
Tris way, The first hundreds of prisoners have already been round-
ed up and the legislation providing for such camps 1s being
rushed through Congress under pressure from the administration.

Attorney General Jackson told his press conference on May
20 that his round-up of aliens would be “wasted effort” unless
the Hobbhs Bill passed Congress,® -

The bill provides for “supervision ;j:::'ls, except. for
and Section 202 of the bill provides
aliens. that aliens convicted of treasom.

The bill would establish a three- | espionage, sabotage, kidnapping,
extortion./ robbery of the mails,

(Continued on Page 4)

(uestions  of

detention” of deportable

man board whose rulings would
be removed from review by the
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MITED EME
THREAT TO TRADE UNIONS

FBI Arrest Fails
To Stop Union

TRENTON, N. J., May 23—
An attempt by the John Roeb-
ling Sons Co., with the aid of
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, to sway the NLRB
election at the company’s
plant in Roebling, N. J., fell
through as the 5400 Roebling
workers last Tuesday voted
more than two to one for the
SWOC-CI10.

The night before the elec- |
tion FBI agents arrested
Charles Virok, an SWOC shop
steward, upon complaint of
the c¢ompany management.
The charge was that Virok,
had violated the Federal Anti-
Sabotage Ac¢t by closing
switches controlling the power
blocks “with intent to ob-
struct the defense of the
United States.” A hard-fought
strike at the plant three weeks
ago was seftled by 'SWOC on
condition that the NLRB poll |
be held.

Bail, set originally by the
U.S. Commissioner at $7500.
was finally reduced to $2000
and ‘was raised by the Work-
ers Defense League and the
SWOC just in time to permit
Virok to vote in the NLRB
election.

-

Scabherding Is A Flop

FIVE (5) CENTS

GENCY" IS

FDR Ready For
""Shooting’’ War

Goes Beyond Convoys, Saying He Will Use
‘Any And All Further Methods’ On Seas;
‘Determined’ To ‘Prevent’ Strikes

: ‘I am going to shoot"—this was the plain meaning of Pre-
[sident Roosevelt's Tuesday night speech.

‘| “Convoys mean shooting and shooting means war,” Roose-

velt had said on January 21. Now he has gone beyond convoys:
“Our military and navy technicians” are working out “any and

« | all further methods™ to “give every possible assistance to Brit-

ain” and “to insure delivery of the needed supplies to Britain.”

at Hitler. Simultaneously
warned the workers that “this
government is determined to use
all of its powers...to prevent
interference with the production

3 [ of materials.” He could scarcely

Scene at a San Francisco shipyard as striking AFL and CIO machinists, and thousands of
other shipyard workers who have refused to pass the machinists’ picket lines, contemptuously
watch a couple of hundred scabs under heavy police guard, led by John P. Frey, head of the AFL
Metal Trades Council, enter the struck plant. Despite the scabherding attempt of the government,
companies and AFL heads, operation of the 11 struck shipyards is still at a virtual standstill.

Navy ‘Convoy’ Flops In
Frisco Shipyard Strike

Admiral Greenslade and ‘Colonel’ Frey Lead Navy Trucks, Busses
Through Picket Lines—But With Few Workers in the ‘Convoy’

@

SAN FRANCISCO, May 26—Striking AFL and CIO Bay Area shipyard
machinists are still standing firmly on their feet despite the foul blows thrown
at them by the phoniest collection of pie-cards, government strikebreakers and
chairwarming admirals ever joined together to break a strike. '

Every conceivable effort, from pl eading and browbeating to open scab-
herding and picket-line erashing has be en used in the past week to end or

smash the strike:

Governor Olson shed a bucketful of crocodile tears begging the machinists
to make a “patriotic sacrifice” and go back to work. The mach-®

injsts, undoubtedly thinking that Olson would do better begging
Is . . TAl - ”
shipowners to make some “sacrifices,” "voted five to one to con-

tinue the strike.
Nation’s No. 1 Fink, John

Frey, backed by a small army

of cops, marched a few score workers through the picket line.
Most of them marched right out again.

The first American convoys in the war were used not against
Hitler and the Nazis but against striking shipyard workers in
the Bay Area (still recognized as part of the United States). U.S.
Navy trucks and busses driven by navy sailors and marines

drove through the picket lines.
inside them. Frey requested this
“transportation” and Admiral
Greenslade commanded the heroic
expedition,

The Senate opened an “inves-
tigation” as a vantage point from
which to hurl verbal bowmbs at
the strikers.

Admiral Land of the Maritime
Commission called for the use of
“United States forces to take
those picket lines away.”

Senator Tom “Poll Tax” Con-
nally offered to send those whos
“don’t want to work” to “farms”
—Texas language for concentra-
tion camps or chain gangs.

Ralph Bard, Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy, offered the

But mighty few workers were
o)

“democratic” suggestion that
strike leaders be prosecuted for
conspiracy, or to enact a law to
so prosecute if present statutes
didn’t permit that kind of Hit-
lerism.
Francisco [fabor's tradi-
tion of unionism and militancy
and their fresh memories of the
dirty deal shipyard workers got
in the last war, has been bad for
John Frey’s blood pressure, They
just don’t like to fink, even if
they are led by so-called labor
leaders and blessed by the.gov-
ernment, the army and the navy.
Frey’'s first attempt at finking
was a complete flop. He started

San

. strikers, Frey declared: “I'm go-

with two strikes on him. The day
before Olson’s speech to the

ing through that picket line, and
God help any man who tries to
stop me.”

But Frey didn’t go through
that picket line, The Navy told
him to lay it over for a day and
the Mayor of Qakland wouldn't
give him any protection until
after he saw the outcome ofy the
Olson meeting. 'And without the
cops Frey had a sneaking feeling
it would have been: “God help
Mr. Frey if he tried to go through
that picket line.”

Next day, Frey and a gang of
worthies, backed . by plenty of
cops, led some of the workers
through the picket line but it
proved to be a very disappoint-
ing expedition. Here is the re-
port from the Examiner at the
Moore Drydock in Qukland where
the “march” took place;

“Many of the marchers fell out
of line and mingled with the pick-

ets before the gates of the plant

Marines Sent Thru
CI10 Picket Line
In Brooklyn Strike

NEW YORK CITY. May 26
—A truck from the Brooklyn
Navy Yard, driven_by a Navy
Yard employee flanked by two
Marines, and escorted by a
police car, went through a
CIO picket line at the struck
Biltwell Steel Products Com-
pany, 1708 Atlantic Ave.,
Brooklyn,. last Friday, and
picked up two loads of metal
door frames.

This was the charge made
yvesterday by Leon Zwicker,
regional director of the Unit-
ed Construction Workers Or-
ganizing Committee, CIO, in
a telegram to Secretary of the
Navy Frank Knox, demanding
that Knox investigate.

Biltwell is one of a number
of companies being struck by
metal door workers seeking
higher wages and union re-
cognition,

“All over the city our picket
lines are solid and, except
when the employers bring in
the U.S. Marines, nothing is
moving in or out,” said Zwick-
er. He remarked on the simil-
arity with the use of the Navy
against _ the San Francisco
machinists’ strike and conclud-
ed: “Has the Navy become a
strikebreaking outfit?”

(Continued on Page 3)

have used plainer language. “Col-
lective bargaining will be re-
tained, but..."” That BUT tells
the whole story.

COMPULSORY ARBITRATION

The ostensibly voluntary char-
acter of mediation, Roosevelt in-
dicated, is to be transformed, with
or without the consent of the
workers, into the equivalent of
compulsory arbitration: “That
(mediation)machinery must be
used promptly—and without
stoppages of work.,.Collective
bargaining will be retained, but
the American people expect that
impartial recommendations of
our ‘government, conciliation and
mediation services will be fol«
lowed both by capital and by
labor.”

Since capital is more than
willing to prevent strikes, and
since only the strike weapon
can enforce labor's demands,
Roosevelt’s insistence on obed-
ience to the commands of gov-
ernment mediation boards is a
blow at the workers and at
them alone.

Roosevelt’s assumption of “un-
limited emergency” powers put
new teeth into his threat against
strikes, Whatever the fine legal

contend  that such “emergency
powers” can be used only with
the express consent of Congress
and after a formal declaration of
war by Congress—it is clear that
Roosevelt intends to assume any
powers he may feel called upon
to use, with or without Congres-
sional consent.

MORE MATERIAL REASONS!

|  While, in the name of “democ-
| racy”, serving notice on the
| workers to stay at work no mat-
ter what the conditions on the
| job, Roosevelt did not forget to
give more materialistic reasons
to the bosses to support the “war
for democracy.” He warned them
that German victory would be
followed by *“an economic
strangle-hold” against which
tariff walls would be futile; that
| “business, manufacturing, min-
ing, agricultufe—all would be
mangled and crippled under such
a system.”

He hastened to buttress this
very materialistic justification for
war with a pious series of ref-
erences 1o how “our right of wor-
ship would be threatened” by Hit-
ler; he did not tell his listeners
that Hitley himself is a good

points may be—some authorities |

But not all the shooting threats were directed by Roosevelt
he ®

Catholic! Or that the Pope is on
perfectly good relations with Hite
ler and Mussolini. Or that the
Protestant churches, by and
large, have made their" peace
with Hitler—as the churches al-
ways do with any ruler, no mat-
ter how vile.

| HYPOCRITICAL SLOGAN

Roosevelt’s speech made much
of the doctrine of “freedom of the
seas,” He had been preceded in
this by statements last week by
Knox and Stimson, who had called
for return to freedom of the seas
by repeal of the Neutrality Law,
Roosevelt proclaimed the doctring
of freedom of the seas but mads.
no mention of repeal of the Neu«
trality Law. In reality he has
already skipped over the law, for
the navy patrol and the merchant
shipping to the Red Sea ports are
clearly violations of the Neutral-
ity Law, provisions forbidding
U.S. ships to enter war zones,

As in everything else in this
war, the “freedom of the seas”
propaganda is but the continuatio
of the last war's formulas.

, Wilson was hypocritical enough
but at least for a time he demand-
ed freedom of the seas both from
Germany and Britain. For that is
what freedom of the seas mean —
freedom Lo trade with all belliger-
ents. Roosevelt, however, has tor-
tured this nice-sounding phrase
out of all semblance of its original
meaning. One can scarcely blame
him: there .are few attractive slo-
gans left to the Iimperialists.
“Freedom of the seas” makes no
real sense as Roosevelt uses it.
But anything goes — logic or no
logic, sense or no sense — so long
as it alds American imperialist
interests.

WORKERS WILL DEFEND
THEIR OWN RIGHTS

Roosevelt understands quite
well that the sacrifices he is de-
manding from the workers ap-
pear all the more intolerable in
the face of thé huge war profits
of the capitalists. Hence his state-
ment that “This is no time for
capital to make, or to be allowed
to retain excess profits,”

Roosevelt's words are, at best,
a pious wish, incapable of fulfill-
ment while the war industries are
in the hands of the capitalists.

Were Roosevelt really serious
about it, hé would agree to ex-
propriate the war industries
and Jet the workers operate
and control them. Meanwhile,
we are confident, his threats
will  not prevent the workers
from continuing their fight for
decent wages and working con-
ditions,
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Write to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about?—tel
sus what the bosses are up to—and the G-nen and the local cops—

and the Stalinists—send us tha
print and that story they buried

t story the capitalist press didn't
or distorted—our pages are open

to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate if you
do not want your name printed.

UNIVERSITY SOCIALIST CLUB ORGANIZES
PROTEST WHEN MINNESOTA OFFICIALS
WON'T LET GRACE CARLSON SPEAK

EDITOR:

The University of Minnesota
Socialist Club thought you would
be interested in an &eeoun:
the recent denial of academic
freedom to the Socialist Club.

The University Socialist Cluh—
an organization on the campus
open to any student who recog
nizes the class struggle, who op
poses imperialist war, and who is
willing to fight for socinlishy —
has eagerly awaited another op
portunity to hear Dr. Grace Carl-
son, Trotskyist candidate for U.S

¢
LEH

Senator, since she spoke before |

our organization last November
When finally it was possible to
hold such a meeting we applied
to. the Dean' of Student Affairs

A week later we received a let-
ter from the Dean stating in part:

“I told you that I could not ap
prove of Mrs. Carlson as speake)
because of the fact that, prev-
iously speaking on campus she had
openly advocated a change of gov
ernment by revolution. 1, person
ally, feel that the University can
not give even such recognition as
the privilege of speaking on fhe
campus to the advocate of such
a policy.”

Obviously this was a denial o
academic freedom-—of the right of
the student to make free inguiry
into all sides of 2 question, of the
right of free speech on campus. Re-
cognizing this as an opening wedge
against academic (reedom, the So-
cialist Club decided to use every
effort to remove the ban, A ecall
for a United Front for Academil
Freedom was sent to all other re-
presentative campus organiza
tions, informafion on the case was
sent to all the Twin City news-
papers, and a prolest meeting was
planned for Friday, May 16, on
the campus. THE MINNESOTA
DATLY, campus newspaper, in ad-
dition to printing front-page Tnews
coverage of our struggle, printed
an’ editorial stating in pari: “Yet
many of those who oppose her
(Grace Carlson) ideags have ex-
pressed the npininn that the han.
ning of her speech. was neither
wise nor expedient. They, like
Voltaire saw no connection he-
tween their disagreement with her
opinion and her right to express
it.”

A letter from Dave Cooner,
President of the Socialist Club,
was printed in the DATLY quot-
ing Albert Goldman's columan in
THE MILITANT, "“until we gain
a majority to onr ideas there is
nothing for us to do, but to edu-
cate workers until we get a ma-
jority. This to emphasize the
misleading  character of {he
Dean’s quotation, removed from
its context, from Dr. Carlson’s
gpeech given on campus in Nov-
ember, in which the Dean com-
plained, she called for “an armed
seizure of power”

The All University Couneil —
one of the most important repre-

sentative Dodies en the campus,
elected Dby the students as n
whoele, sent a letter to the Dean
stating that they hope the Admin-
istration will not change iL8 policy

liefs to talk on cvampus.

One of the largest aundiences at-
tending an indoor meeting thje
year attended the United Fronl
Protest Meeting. Bight organiza

gent speakers and three prom:
nent campus individuals also ad-
dressed the meeting.

The meeting opened with a fac-
tual account congerning the back-
ground of the case, given by Phi!
Clark, the secretary of the So-
cialist Club,

Other speakers were: Melford
Spiro, president of the peace coun
c¢il; Henry Hall, University Paci-
fist Fellowship; George DBang
president of the Young Demoe-
rats; Gordon Swan, Minnesota
Student Alliance; George Pritch.
ard, former editorial director of
the DAILY; Walter O'Reilly
chairman of University Defense
Committee; Howard Sachs, mem-
‘ber of the All University Council;
Rita Crittenden, edivor of the “Li-
terary Review": Chanlotte Pani-
mon, chairman of the Forum Com-
mittee; Max Kaslo, Jacobin Fra-
ternity; and Dave Cooper, presi-
denl of the Soclalist Club,

All of the speakers except one
supported the Socialist Club's de-
mand for academic freedom. This
individual, Mr. Sachs, said ho was
“econfused.” Also Gordon Swan,
the speaker from the Stalinite
“Sfident Alliance.” barely opened
his speech before he began to at
tempt Lo disrupt the United Front
by charging the Trotskyists were
“enemies of labor,” ete., ete., and
etc, When he finished a student.
unaffiliated@ with either viewpoint,
roge from the audience to say,
*“This is a protest meeting and 1
want to protest the introduction of
extraneous, factional, generalized
charges' which he said would
split the united front. The last of
his words were drowned in ap-
plause; the chairman took cog
nizance of this by ruling his point
to be “well taken.”

A resolution was unanimously
passed stating:

“We the undersigned, consid-
er the denial of freedom of
speech to Dr. Grace Carlsen a
threat to academic freedom and
as such we ask Dean Nicholson
to reconsider his refusal”

A commiitee of six was ap-
pointed to personally present
the resolution’ to the Dean, and
if he refuses the request, to
present it to the president ‘of
the University and the Board
of Regents.

Yours sincerely

PHILLIP CLARK
Secretary of Socialist Club
Minneapolis, Minn.

WE HAVE BROKEN
ANOTHER TRADITION

THE MILITANT and its com-
panion publication, FOURTII IN-
TERNATIONAL, seem to be des-
tined to break down one after an-
other of the timehonored bad
iraditions of the radical labor
movement. The latest to begin to
«collapse is the idea that a pub-
lication must have the bulk of its
assets frozen in ancient debts
which keep mounting until every:
one concerned agrees that the
only thing to do is issue a decree
6f liquidation and start all over

We have gol to a state with
THE MILITANT accounts where
a number of cities fluctuate be
tween a zero account and a slight
eredit with us, Jost now Allen:
town is alone on the credit side
but the end of the week will find

her in company with a few others
who will rise up from the “absc
lutely no debt” category. These,
at the moment, are: Doston, Buf
falo. Chicago. Defroit, Portland.
St. Paul and St. Louis. Of ihese.
Détroit has had the most recen'
and spectacular
having with twao Dbold. broas
strokes of a check-writing pen
cleared her record of eveary blem
ish,

Fresgno, with a debt of one cent
makes a bridge between those who
owe THE MILITANT office noth
ing at all and those whose deh!
is so small that it is nothing but
a graceful hangover., They are:
Akron, Kansas, Los Angeles, Min-
neapolis, Newark, Quakertown,
Reading, and San Diego.

We still, however,

of allowing speakers ol many be:|

tiong supporting the United Frent

Negro Rights
Group Aids
Phila. Strike

Joins With Union In
Condemning Use Of
Negro Strikebreakers

PHILADELPHIA, May 26.
The continued use ol Negro strilke
breakers by the Progress Manulac
turing Company, in an effort to
break the 0-week old strike .ol
its 500 Negro and white workers,
has brought a sharp denuncia-
tion of the company froim the In-
ter-Racial Civic Association, a lo-
cal organization of  Negro and
white workers which is fighting
discrimination against the Negre
people,

The sirikers, organized in Lo
cal 90, Metal Polishers Union,
AFL, have been conducting a mil-
ftant battle in the face of pelice
intimidation. The company, which
mantfactures electrical and light
ing equipment, pays the lowest
wages in the industry. most of the
employees getting 30 cents an
hour — $12 a week.

The Inter-Racial Civic Asso-
ciation investigated the use of
Negro strikebreakers in the
strike and then charged Rosen,
boss of the company, with de-
liberately attempting to create
a racial issue to split the strik-
erg and conceal the rotten con-
ditiens in his” plant.

A joint statement of the Inter
Racial Civic Association and the
union has been issued to the pub
lic in the form of a printed leaf
let, explaiffing the issues of the
strike and exposing the company's
vicious use of the race issue Lo
break the strike.

This formal cooperation between
an organization fighting for Ne
gro rights and a trade union has
established a wmew progressive
practice in this eity.

APPEAL TO NEGROES

The joint statement declared in
part:

“The Inter-Racial
ciation has found

Civic: Asso-

has found further that Mr, Rosen’s
statements are all lies, spread for
the purpose of hiding the fact that
he pays the lowest wages of any
company in the city.”

Pointing to the no-diserimina-
tion record of Local 90, the state-
ment says:

“Local 90 is interested only in
getting wage increases and bet-
ter working conditions for all
Progress employees, Negro anc
white, Local 90 intends to secure
these things by legitimate union
methods, regardless of any fake
issues which are smuggled in by
the boss.

“Local 90 is proud of the faci
that it has mever wpracticed racial
discrimination: ithat Negro work.
ers are among the hest union mem
bers and fill leading union posi-
tions.”

cDiscrimination against the Ne-
gro workers at Progress has been
found, the statement continues.
and it puts the blame for thie
where it rightfully belongs.
“Mr. Rosen is the party in this
gitnation who is guilty! Mr. Ro
sen, by hiring Negroes- for the
dirtiest and most dangerous work;
by paying them the lowest wages;
by taking advantage of their hun-
ger, unemployment and misery te
incite them against union men

rehabilitation .

and women; by firing them as he

ssurely will after he has used them

is guilty of diserimination agains:
Negroes. Mr. Roszen, it is clear, it
interested in any group of work
ers while the strike is on, onl
to the extent that they will help
him keep down wages by scab-
bing.”

Plans are being made by the
Inter-Racial Civie Association b
lend additional aid to the strikers
and to further arouse the Negr¢
community againgt the menace to
Negro.vights which the company
represents in this strike.

color of the flock is becomfing so
bright and shining that even the
blackness of the black is relativ-
ely gray. Cleveland, .Flint, Phila-
delphia, Pittsburgh, Rochester
and San Franeieeo, all of which
have been laboring under the bur-
den of an old debt inheritance,
have been doing nobly in a con-
scientious effort to clear their
records. But what about Indiana-
polis, Milwaukee, New Haven, Ta-
coma, Texas and Toledo who are

have our treading prefty close to the dan-
‘Black sheep, although the general | ger line?

the stitke of"
Local 90 completely justified. It

A Navy We're For

The picket line of the 22000 members of the International Woodworkers (CIO) mow on
strike throughout the Northwest lumber area runs from the timber line right down to the break-
waters. Here strikers are picketing by bhoat.

Quiet New Haven Scene
Of A Real Strike Wave

city of elms and Yale College was
the scene this week »of a hurri-
cane ol labor militancy never be-
fore seen in its luistory. Practi-
cally all «of the big shops were
affected, all inside of ome week.

Winchester Repeating Airns:
This f(actory, making Garand rif-
les and all sorts of munitions.
employs 10,000 workers. Almost
every workingclass family in the
eity is directly or indirectly af-
focted by Winchester's. During
the week sporadic strikes took
place in the machine shop, the
cartridge, radiators. loading, and
finishing departments, In the car-
tridge department, there was 2
briel sit-down.

The management, panic-siricken,
hastened to give a 10% wage in

crease, and at this writing the
men have gomne back to work.

Story False That CI

Agreed To 60-Hour

Ford Instrument Workers Declare N. Y. Times Report That
They Agreed To 60-Hour Week, No Vacations, Is A Phoney

Prominently displayed at the
top -of the front page of the Sun-
day, May 18, N. Y. Times, there
appeared a headline:

“CIO Instrument Makers Offer
To Work 60-Hour Week
for Navy”

The story alleged thatl the work-
ers al the Sperry Corporation's
Ford Instrument Company, Long
Island City, had informed the
management that they were
agreed to work a sixty hour week
and also to forego their regular
two-weeks vacation “in the inter-
est of national defense.”

On May 24, at the hottom of
page 10 of the New York Times,
there appeared a small item with
the headline:

“CIO Workers at Sperry Unit-

Refuse Plea To Yield Vacations
and Speed Up Defense”

This story reported that the|'

members of Local 425, United Bl
ectrical, Radio and Machine Work-
ers (CIO), had voted down the
Ford' Instrument Co. manage-
ment's proposal for a 60-dour
week and no vacations, It guoted
a formal statement of the local's
executive board as follows:

“After a free and full discus-
sion a democratic vote was
taken that resulted in approx-
imately 95 per cent of the
membership voting down the
proposal of the management,
and the membheorchip insisted
upon retaining their vacations
in order to safeguard their
health™

WHAT THE TIMES ‘FORGOT'

No reference was made in this
gecond Times story to its prévi
ous false account on May 1I8.

And nowhere— in the second
Times story was there an indieca-
tion that the formal statemem
of Local 425, which it so briefly
quoted was in reality a protest to
the Times and the other metro
politan newsparers ~“~ving them
with writing “untruthe 2nd mis-
statements which are d-' “‘mental
to the best interest ol L. al 425,
TERMWA

And in the Mayv 24 7Tii-s ar
ticle, there was left out tl'e first

sentfence from the pavagraph
quoted from the union's state-
ment. P

This sefitence read:

“At the meeting of the Local,
WHICH WAS HELD MAY 13,
the propcsal of the manage-
ment was placed before the
membership to the effect that
the workers should relinquish,
their vacations.”

Thus all mention of the date on
widch this
had voted against givng up the
vacation wag excluded from the
Times' story, an unusual “over
sight” for the Times, which boastd
of its metjculous journalism.

Wiy? '

Because this meeting had oc-
curred five days before the fake
story of May 18 about the 1500
Ford Instrument workers ac-
cepting the company’s propos-
als! To have mentioned the date
of this meeting would have re-
vealed that-the TIMES, bearing
on its masthead the slogan,
“All the News That's TFit To
Print,” had perpetrated an
anti-labor fraud.

membershin meetine

What was the game of the

Times and the other papers?

PRESSURE ON WORKERS

It was an attempt to high-pres-
sure and cudgel the Ford Instru-
ment workers into reversing their
stand. It was thought that by giv-
ing nation-wide publicity to the
“patriotic sacrifices” which these
workérs were alleged to have

not dare to repudiate ihe story.

When the faked 7Times story
appeared, all the other New York
papers seized on it, and played
it up big.

agreed to, that the workers would,

The New York Post. May 19,
crowed editorially:

“This is what we have meant,
we who have spoken 'so often of
the need for securing the volun-
tary cooperation of lahor in our
crisis.’”

A DELIBERATE FAKE

This piece of journalistic skul-
duggery was connived between the
Times and one of the Loecal 425
officers, a reactionary by the name
of Frank Craig.

Craig, whose efforts to force the
workers to get “100 per cent be-
hind the defense effort” had been
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repudiated by a 95 per cent vote
ol the local's membership, gave
a statement to the Times on May
18 that he “had cancelled his own
vacation plans and he expressed
confidence that 85 per cent of his
fellows would follow suit.,”

Although knowing full well of
the action taken by the workers
five days before, Lthe Tinres cooked
up its own false version of the
situation basing itself on Craig's
stutement,

CAREY BEHIND IT

Craig is a follower of the pro
wayr faction of the union’s inter-
national leadership, headed by Ja-
mes B. Carey, the international's
president. Carey has been attempt
ing to foment a red-baiting drive
in the union against _the union
militants. Carey is the sponsor of
a resolution to bar “Communists.
Nazis and memters of other sub
versive groups” from holding un
fon offide, 'a resolution which was
Fejected by ai"hx‘ﬁjoﬁty‘#bf #He in-
ternational executive board 'at =
meeting last March.

At the May 13 meeting of Lo
cal 425, Carey’s resolution. was
introduced and shoved over jus!
before the management’s proposal
was discusged. This was to pm
the members in the preper "pzxtﬂ-
otic” mood to accept fhe compa
ny's demands. Fortunately, the
workers’ patriotism didn't extenc
to working themselves to deatl
for the profits of the vompany.
They voted the
proposal down.

PRESS BURIES STORY

In additien, membership meet-
ings of the plant’s four shifts on
May 22 overwhelmingly endorsed
a statement, drafted by the local’s
executive board, which denounced
the first Times slory.

This statement wds isSued ftc
allethe New York papers the next
day, with a request that it be
printed in full to counteract the
damaging effects of the false story.
The daily press buried the union's
statement almost completely, nor
one paper reporting mone than
the fact that the union had voted
against giving up vacations.

The union statement points out
not only that the workers voted
i down the proposal to give up their
vacations, but also that Local 425
had never agreed, as the Times
" assterted, to work a 60 hour week
The workers agreed only to work
overtime at overtime pay.

“The fact of the matter is”
suys the statement, “that the
workers were willing to work @
five day week, 10 hours a day.
two shifts per day, with. the un
derstanding that every hour over
eight hours is to be paid, at the
rate of time and one half, and
aiso an eight hour day on Satur
day at the rate of time and one
half, and the second shift is o
receive a 15 cent bonug over and
‘above the day rate, besides the
time and one half for all work
done in excess of eight hours.

yet beiween the managementi and
the union on the bonus question
And this schedule is not in effect
as yet.”

Join the Socialist

Workers Party

NEW HAVEN, May 19th—This/|

Craig-company

“No agreement was reached as

There is still plenty of grumb-
ling — the workers in many de-
partments, confident in wvictory,
want 20%. which is little enough
since, before (his week, wages
were from 3%7¢. to bHle, mn hour,
And this figure représents a 5%
increase won a few weeks earlier
resulting from a group of lellows
cireculating a petition asking a
boost in wages.

Rargenls (hardware, locks, ete.),
was hit by a well-organized rank
and file sit-down strike in which
about 700 out of 1500 workers
took part, Result, 10% wage in-
crease,

In SaYgents, the ability of
workers to improvise good tac-
tics was clearly The

movement started in the foun-
dry, where the stock is made.
The foundry men got the truck-
ers (who bring the stock fo all
departments) to spread the
word, and so the strike was
very effective.

Wages were miserably low —
a skilled machinist who gave me
the story) showed e his time
tickets (they use the Bedaux sys-
tem) and his earnings — he got
42¢. an hour base rate! Two weeks
ago when I saw him he was
hopeless: “The shop can't be or-
ganized, the fellows and girls are
afraid, too many boss stooges"—
but today he is transformed, aglow
with confidence and militancy.

New Haven Clock Shop: The
lead here was taken by a group
of errand boys. Being inexperi.
enced, they made but little ats
tempt to get others oul with them,
and alene they set up a picket
line around the shop. They con-
tacted the CIO office around the
corner on Grand Avenue and par-
aded with a sign reading: “Lin-
coln Freed the' Slaves — How
About Us?' By Tuesday. the man-
ager, Whitehead, got so worried
he took some of the boys off the
picket line to his home for din-
ner, and promised them a 10%
inerease if they would forget about
the CIO—they accepted this pro-
position. This is not the end, as
many other clock shop workers
are talking organization.

High Standard: The Foote St.
plant of fhis company, whose
main plant on Dixwell Avenue is
working .on big orders of muni-
tions for the British Government,
was closed vesterday when prace
tically all o the 100 workers
walked out protesting the firing
of one worker who started the
union talk,

Roekbestos: In this company,
making cables for the mavy, the
workers are all set to go out this
week unless their demands are
granted,

seen.

Practically none of this inform-
ation can be seen in the Register
and Courier (bosgs papers both
owned by millionaire Jackson who
is trying to smash the American
Newspaper Guild local recently
established In his papers). T got
these facts directly from workers
in the shops mentioned.

——————————————————————
WHERE T0 BUY APPEAL
IN PITTSBURGH
Hirsch's Book Store, 1623 Cen-

ter Avenue
Rose Book Shop,
Avenue

1332 - 5th

You can read the Appeal at:
Barber Shop
426 E. Ohio St,, North Side

International Labor Lyceum
805 James St., North Side

Get Next To Nature

WEST SIDE BRANCH
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Clover Lake Park
SUNDAY June 15

Meet 10 A.M. at Battery in
Ticket Lobby of Staten
Island Ferry

Boating — Ball Games
Refreshments

food will be sold at Pre-War
Prices. Any profits to go
to the SWP War Chest
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Everybody Welcome
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UAW Groups
Try Strength At
Mich. Meeting

Auto Union Militants Show Strength, But
Poor Stalinist Strategy Messes Things Up

JACKSON, Mich—The fourth annual convention of the
Michigan State Cl1O Council. representing all Cl1O unions in the
state, served as a dress rehearsal this week for the contending
forces in the UAW who are preparing their lines of battle for
rhe coming convention of the auto workers in Buffalo.

The Reuther-Frankensteen resolution, which forbids “com-

munists” 1o serve as officers of

local unions or as international

officers, was tested out at Jackson.
There was a bitter fight on the issue. At one point the forces
opposed 1o the resolution, made up the most militant elements

in the union, had a clear maj-
ority in a test vote. But the Stul-
inists, not satisfied to put the
question to vote when they were
in a position to win, debated ad
infinitum, finally disgusting eveu
their own supporters and by their
tactics alienating many votes.
The resolution, a red-baiting
measure which is in reality nimed
at all local union militants who
dare to oppose the deadership.
passed by about {hree to one.

FLINT VOTES AGAINST
However, the opposition was 86
severe that it will serve as warn

ing to Reuther, Frankensteen and

Thomas to step easy at the Buf
falo convention. The entire Flia
delegation, a powerful forece, vot
ed against the issue. These dele
gates were not Communist Party
members for the most part, hui
sincere militants who oppose any
Homer Martin witeh hunt tactics,

STAND FOR NEGROES

Outstanding progressive notes
were sounded on the Negro ques
tion, After several Negro leaders
from the auto union gave mill
tant speeches, a rvesolution was
passed unanimously against dis
crimination in the armed forces
and warning that all the talk
about democracy does not go over
with the Negro whe is Jim Crow
ed in this country just as cruelly
as the Jews are persecuted in
‘Cermany.

The convention toek no decisive
stand on the question of political
action. The commitiee brought
nothing to the floor of any conse-
quence, and reported so late in
the proceedings that very few
delegates were present lo discuss
the question. One militant from
Detroit demanded a Stale Labor
Party, and met considerable ap-
plause from the delegates present,
but the conveuntion failed to lake
action.

SPIRIT OF OPTIMISM

Over the whole convention, the
Tord NLRB victory cast a great
spirit of optimism and militancy.
When the Ford delegales seated
themselves on the stage and were
introduced there was a great ova-
tion.

The one Negro member of
the UAW-CIO bargaining com-
mittee at Ford, Sheldon Tapps,
of the Foundry, was given a
rising ovation that lasted sev-
eral minutes, in a spontaneous
tribute to the Negro workers
at Ford who have shown their
mettle and have fought side by
side with the white workexs for
unionism. His short and madest
little speech was given a great-
er ovation than that of any of
the big names who spouted for
an hour each.

Michael Widman, Ford director,
announced that there are now 60,-
000 dues paying members at Ford.
The Ford workers voted decisiv-
ely against the AFL, not only at
the Rouge plant, but also at Lin-
coln. .

Widman warned the Ford Mo-
tor company that If it takes a
strike to get a contraet, the UAW-
CIO is ready to strike Ford again.

FOR BRIDGES' DEFENSE

The convention went on record
in support of Harry Bridges and
demanded a cessatfon of the ac-
tion being taken to deport him.
The delegates also dispatched a
telegram to Mayor LaGuardia of
New York., demanding that he
deal with the Transport Workers
Union and cease his union-wreck-
ing tactics in the subway contro-
versy.

VOTE AGAINST CONVOYS

A resolution against the send-
ing of convoys to‘any belligerent
country, and demanding that
Roogevelt keep the country out
of war, was passed,

The resolution was not discuss
ed at great length, and was in
general a reflection of the paci-
flam of the delegates. Nothing was

proposed, ontside of the Negro res
olution, to demand a union voice
in military training.

REAL LEADERS LACKING

R. J. Thomas in his spesch con
tinued to develop into the kind of
red-balter that Homer Martin was
at the latter stage of his careen
in the union. He threatened lo
bring ecertaln people in the union
up on charges for holding cau-
cuses.

The state convention of the CIO,
although it represented a greal
growth of the CIO in Michigan,
with about 400,000 members in
the state now, also represented
the lack of program of the pres
ent leadership.

None of the pressing problems
were met with any kind of prac
tical program. The current Dbar-
rage of anti-labor legislation in
state and federal government was
met with an ineffectual proposal
to send posteards in protest.

One delegate demanded that mi-
litant demonstrations be held in
Cadillac Square Detroit, and the
IMA auditorium in Flint, and at
the state house in Lansing, to put
some teeth in the CIO opposition
to the anti-union bills, but his
mofion was not allowed to he put
before the delegates.

CIO Ford Rally

50.000 members of the United Automobile Workers (CIO) as they packed Cadillac Sguare in
Detroit at the final CIO rally before the NLRB election at the Ford Motor Company. The Ford
workers voted, on May 22, 70 per cent in. favor of the CIO. This tremendous elec¢tion victory
breached the last anti-union barrier erected by Henry Ford, although this final suecess was ¥ir-
tually assured by the ‘recent strike which successfully shut dewn the Ford River Rouge plant for -
the first time in 38 years.

Naval Reserve Blames
Union For No Recruits

Seafarers’ Union Denies Interfering With Recruiting; Says
Naval Reserve’s Low Wages, Scab Conditions, Is Real Cause

Failure to recruit American
merchant seamen into.the Naval
Reserve because of the low pay
and non-union conditions, has
led officials of the Naval Re-
serve to attempt g smear of the
Seafarers’ International Union

(AIFL), charging that a union

Frisco Strike . . .

(Continued from page 1)
were reached; and just as many
sidled out of the picket line and
joined the marchers. The confu-
sion felt by union men, being led
through picket lines by union lead.
ers was exemplified by one group
of seventy-five ship-fitters which
went into the piant, held a cau-
cus, and walked ont again. Then,
outside, the group held another
caucus, and went back in.”

Many others who went in rust-
led around nervously and came
out soon after. The secretary of
the Oakland Ship Painters Local
(AFL) went into the plant and
called out fifty of his members.
Seven of the eleven shipyards re-
mained closed and the Kraminer
stated that (he strikebreaking
“move contributed little toward
revival of strike-paralyzed ship-
building in (he San Francisco

| Bay area."

Eli Oliver of the OPM was "dis-

appointed” and went back to
Washington but  Hillman, of
course, congratulated Frey: and

Charles Real, head of the Oakland
teamsters, gave orders to drive
supplies through the picket line.

After the first flush of bravado
slatements the shipbuilding oper-
ators and their labor and govern-
ment henchmen began to realize
that it would he no easy matter
Lo break a strike of strategically
located machinists., Said Joseph
Moore, Jr., President of Moore
Drydock: “While the machinists
represents only 10 per cent of {he
entire  personnel, that figuyre
should not be confused with 10
per cent of the work, It will be

impossible to operate withant (he
machinists.”
GOVERNMENT TRIES
TERROR

The government is using an-

other method: terrorize the strik-
ers back to work. What else was

‘the use of navy trucks, navy sail-

ors and marines to convoy finks
through the picket line?

It was following the failure of
this move, whieh ealled forth con-
demnation by the Alameda and
San Francisco CIO Councils along
with. the longshoremen and the
Marine Cooks and Stewards, that
Admiral Land threatened to use
U. 8. government forces to break
the strike. But he was obviously
getting a little too rough as ean
be seen from the protest his state-
ment called forth from Frey's bud-

dy, Bill Green who squawked:

"Such an action in my judgement
would defeal Its very purpose, 1
could not and would not approve
such a policy.”

No comment on Land's threat
or on the strike has yet been
heard from Philip Musrray or
John L. Lewis.

The continuation of the strike

is slowly bringing to Hght the be-
hind-the-scenes dealings that put
over Lthe “master contract” which
sacrificed donble-time pay for ov-
ertime:
* 1. The position of Bethlehem
Steel: Here is Lhe bone that sticks
in the throats of those who holler
“outlaw strike,” “sabptage of na-
tional defense,” “defiance of the
government.” Frey has made no
attempts to go through the pickel
line at the Bethlehem yard, on
the contrary he Is opportunistic-
ally trying to utilize the so-called
|joutlaw strike to negotiate an
agreement with Bethlehem, Why?
Because Bethlehem, employing
half the men in the industry, did
not participate in the "master
contract” negotiations and did not
gign! Yet no one screamed “sab-
otage” or “outlaw” at Bethlehem,
no one threatened to use 1, 8.
troops to make it sign. The ma-
chinists properly comment in a
newspaper ad:

“Obviously this is a Master
Contract for labor only and not
for industry.”

Bethlehem gels no reproach for
wanting to sign up today without
the closed shop provisions of the
Master Contract, Obviously only
the workers must make (he sacrl-
fices.

2. The government saw in
the Master Contract a preced-
ent to beat down wages: The
Pacific Coast Metal Trades
Department im a paid news-
paper' ad answering the mach-
inists reveals that “the Gov-
ernment was a controlling
party to the agreement.” And
that the “government definite-
ly informed the (negotiating)
conference on the matter of
payment for overtime and the
minimum rate set for skilled
workmen...”

It states:

“Before the agreement had been
submitted to the membership of
the unions involved, Labor and
Management had insisted on a
statement from the Government.”
Needless to say they received the

following telegram from Knox,

representative - instructed crew
members of the S. S. Delargen-
tina at New Orleans "not to
talk to anyone about thegNaval
Reserve.”

A. W. Armstrong, SIU agent
at New Orleans, condemned as
untrue the story told by Cap-
tain John Shafroth, director of
the Naval Reserve Division of
the Bureau of Navigation, who
alleged, May 19, before the House
"Ndval' Affairs Committee, "that
when a recruiting party boarded
the Delargentina on May 1, the
SIU ship's representative tried to
prevent the seamen from talking
to the recruiting officers.

Captain Shafroth implied fur-
ther that “German sympathizers”
were involved, by alleging that a
search of the ship had revealed
three swastikas painted in the
ship’s storerooms.

UNION GIVES FACTS
Armstrong’s letter, released to
Lthe press May 19, declaved:
“There has, at no time, been
any delegate of the Seafarers’
International Union, interfer-
ing with any officer of the navy
aboard any vessel, If the mem-
bers of the crew ask the dele-
gates what to do, they are told
that it is strictly up to the men
themselves. Lieutenant Bland
(Naval Reserve recruiting of-
ficer) asked the Acting Agent
if he had any objections to his
interviewing the members of
the crew (of the Delargentina).
He was told that was between
him and the men.
“Al the time of paying off, the

Land, Knudsen and .. ., Mr. Hill-
man:
“Navy and Maritime Com-
mission cannot approve double
time for overtime except on
Sundays and holidays.”
THE BIG QUESTION

3. The big questien that still
hasn't found expression even from
the striking uniens ig this: “Why
doesn’t the government take over
the shipyards, eliminate the huge
profits. of the capitalists, operate
them under workers' control and
thereby be enabled to pay not
only double time but probably
even double wages out of the pro-
fits now made by these capital-
ists?"

rovernor Olson issued a state-

ment favoring government opera-
tion of the shipyards for the “emer-
geney.” But thig proposal is ob-
viously just a means of keeping
the workers on the job at any
wage offered just as government
operation of the rallroads was
during the war.

Elimination of the profiteers,
control by the workers! There
ia the answer that sooner or
later must come out of the
ranks of the shipyard workers
in answer to the finking of
phoney labor leaders and
strikebreaking by the govern-

ment.

Lieutenant sat with company of-
ficials and interviewed each man
personally.”

WHAT'S BEHIND IT

The union representative’s let-
ter then points out the real rea-
sons for failure of the Naval Re-
serve to recruit union seamen:

“The Naval Reserve can
blame the wage-scale offered
for the lack of recruits. It took
seven long years to raise the
seamen's wages to the Ameri-
can standard existing at pre-
sent, By joining the Naval Re-
serve the seamen would reling-
uish the gains they have made
during the last seven years.

“To compare just a few, an ap-
prentice seaman under the Re-
serve earns $21.00 per month;
under the Union, $50.00. A sec-
ond class seaman under the Re-
serve earns $36.00 per month;
under the Union, $77.50. A first
class seaman under the Naval
Reserve earns $54.50 per month;
under the Union, from $90.00 to
§107.50. The Union figures quoted
herein do not include overtime
earned by Union members, which
is not obtainable in the Naval
Reserve.”

Captain Shafroth’s allegations
were timed to immediately pre-
cede the announcement by re-
actionary Congressman Vinson,
-author of the infamous “cooling
off” Union Bill and chairman of
the House Naval Affairs Com-
mittee, that he would introduce
|legislation making it unlawful to

interfere with recruiting for the |

'Navy in time of peace. Under this
bill, the expression of anti-war
sentiment by seamen, even in
peace-time, could be construed to
be interference with maval re-
cruitment.

The Naval Affairs Committee

~announced it would subpoena the

'Delargentina crew members when

the ship returns from South

America,

The New York Times, May 19, |

reported that the pending “in-

vestigation” will be undertaken
in “an effort...to discover why
fewer than 1,000 out of the
50,000 American seamen have
joined the Naval Reserve™

This discleses the real rub.
Conditiens in the Naval Re-
serve are so bad, that the gov-
ernment hasn’t been able to in-
duce two per cent of the sea-
men to voluntarily jein up. The
government is preparing to
take more drastic and compul-
sory measures to regiment the
seamen into u!e naval fox;ces.

The Seafarers’ Leg, Atlantic
and Gulf District official paper of
the Seafarers’ International
Union, stated editorially on May
22:

“The remedy lies not in Vin-
son’s witch hunts, but in bring-
ing wages and conditions in the
Naval Reserve on a par with
the Union standards establish-
ed in the Merchant Marine!”

LaGuardia Is Protecting
Notorious Fascist Agent

|Carlo Tresca, Anti-Fascist Italian Editor, Exposes LaGuardia’s
Close Relations With Fascist Publisher And Fascist Groups

United States.

Progresso and [l Corriere.
source of fascist propaganda in
the United States.”

LAGUARDIA PROTECTS HIM
LaGuardia vecently whitewash-
ed Pope as a “defender of democ-
racy” by placing this fascist on
the “I Am An American Day"
committee, That happened, accord-
ing to Tresca, “just when the
State Department was scruotiniz.
ing the activities of the fascists
in the United States and Generoso
Pope Was being put on the spot
as a fascist leader.”

Tresca charges LaGuardia with
deliberate efforts to protect Pope.
despite the fact that the Mayor
knows his fascist activities.
“Speaking of Pope's recent invi-
tation from LaGuardia, Tresca
says:

“Pope has made the most of it.
He has used the invitation as evi-
dence of the fact that he is an
‘American.

“He is not.

“He is, and he is proud of it,
a fascist to the core and La-
Guardia knows it.”

LAGUARDIA'S OLD PAL

Going into the background of
LaGuardia's present relations
with Pope, Tresca writes:

“During the rascist aggression
against Ethiopia, the same fasc-
ist organization, that new is put
under the ban of the State Depar'l-
ment, did coliect money, plenty
of it, golden rings and all sort
of things, to give Mussolini aid
and comfort,

“And a big rally was then,
in 1936, staged at the same
Madison Square Garden, by the
fascists, under the dictation and
supervision of the Consul Gen-
eral Vecchiotti.

“Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia
was one of the speakers. Op
the platform he was warmly
greeted by Generoso Pope, one
of the most influential agents
of Mussolini in the United
States.”

LAGUARDIA LIED FOR HIM

LaGuardia's friendliness to Pope
has gone so far in the past as to
lead the Mayor to doctor a police
memorandum on fascist activities,
striking out all references to Pope
before the memorandum ,vas is-
sued.

Tresca tells of this in detail, as
follows:

“On June 14, 1940 the New York
Times, under the, title ‘Italian
Consulate Charged With Plot —
. Police documents report official
‘guidance of fascist propaganda
here,' stated: ‘The Italian Consul-
'ate General in New York, working
‘under orders from Mussolini ac-
‘cording to documents disclésed

Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, now head of three national gov-#:
ernment “defense’ agencies, has been cooperating with Generoso
Pope, one of the most influential agenis .ol Mussolini in the

The details of LaGuardia's. friendly relations with Pope are
published by Carlo Tresca, editor of /I Martello, leading anti-
fascist kalian publication in America, in his issue of May |4,

Pape is publisher of the ltalian-American newspapers, /1

Pope’s newspapers are described by Tresca as “the main

yesterday, is seeking to promote
faseism in this country, Police
Commissioner Valentine distribut-
ed yesterday morning copies of
a Lwenty-five page mimeographed
confidentinl memorandum to the
borough commanders and inspect-
ors of criminal alien, sabolage
and bomb sguuds.

“The memorandum gave in de-
tail the result of a lengthy invest-
igation into fascist activities car-
ried on in this city and else-
where.""

Tresca continues: “The idea
was conveyved thal the local pelice
under the dilizent gnidance of the¢
Mayor and Commissioner Valen-
tine, had done the job,

“The job, instead, was done
by a lone anti-fascist investiga-
tor, and the report given out
by Commissioner Valentine, as
a fruit of long and serious
work of the police, was written
by the lone anti-fascist invest-
igator known to me. :

“The Times, June 14, 1940, con-
cluded: ‘The memorandum quotes
from radio broadecasts in whicl
the speakers lauded the fascis(
cause and its leaders, It gives na-
mes and publications in this city
that sponsor the fascist movement
and try to set one racial group
against another.”

WHAT WAS LEFT OUT

Tresca then relates what the me-
morandum did not contain, he-
cause it had been doctored in ad-
vance by LaGuurdia.

“The truth is that the memor-
andum was put. in the hands of
Mayor LaGuardia. before it was
given to Commissioner Valentine
lor publication, and was doctored
by LaCGuard!a himself.

“Mr. LaGuardia took pains
to strike out from the memo-
randum any reference to Gen-
eroso Pope and his newspapers,
IL PROGRESSO and IL COR-
RIERE. Mr. Pope was des-
cribed as a fascist activist and
his publications as the main
source of fascist propaganda in
the United States.

“LaGuardia ordered all refer-
ences to Pope to be stricken
out. T know of at least five ref-
erences to Pope in the memo-
randum that were taken out.”

Tresca’s evidence is unimpeach-
able, LaGuardia is cooperating
with and protecting a leading
fascist agent in the United States.

Is LaGuardia himself an agent
of Mussolini?

LAGUARDIA'S “DEMOECRACY”
Absolutely not. He is a 100 per
‘cent loyal supporter of the de-

fense of American capital inter-

Mayor LaGuardia’s
New Post Defined
By N. Y. Times

President Roosevelt has just
appvinted Mayor LaGuardia
head of the Office of Civilian
Defense. If, just after that
happened, we radicals started
to warn that LaGuardia would
use that post for strikebreak-
ing purposes, we'd sound like
crackpots to a lot of people.
So we won't do it. We'll just
quote the May 24 New York
TIMES (“Topics of the
Times,” written by its chief
editorial writer):

“Suppose, for example, that
Mr. Michael Quill and the
Transport Workers Union jus-
tify their opponents' worst
fears by launching a Dbig |
strike and tying up transpor-
tation and paralyzing the life
of the city, In that case noth-
ing would be simpler than for
Mr. La Guardia, as head of
civilian defense, immediately
to outlaw the strike and order
the men back teo work by vir-
tue of powers which he cannot
invoke as mere Mayor of New
York. At least once in the his-
tory of France a serious rail
road strike was handled by a
Premier summoning the strik-
ers to the colors and operating
the railways as part of the
national defense. It was done
more than thirty years ago by
Aristide Briand, who came to
power as a radical.”

ests, He is for war against the
Axis powers.

LaGuardia isn’t for that war bhe-
cause he is against fascism ag a
gyvstem, Ie is sympathetic to the
itea of fascism, as represented
by Pope, or so long as Mussolini
attacks Ethiopia and not any ter-
ritory in which American impers
ialism is interested.

LaGuardia is also an opporiun-
ist capitalist politician. Pope un-
doubtedly has weight among a cer-
tein section of the large Italian
population in New York City. La-
Guardia figures that a few thou-
sand more votes will always come
in handy, even if they® do come
from pro-fascist sources.

LaGuardia has no principled op-
position to fascism, He represents
the kind of politicians who are
bucking the war for “demacracy.”

In Los Angeles
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Memorial Day Massacre.

Memorial Day--1937

This is what happened four years ago on Memorial Day. On May 30, 1937, during the Little
Steel Strike, hundreds of Chicago police fired point-blank into a peaceful column of several hum-
dred strikers, their wives and children, who were marching to picket the plant of the Republic
Steel Corporation. Ten unarmed strikers were slaughtered, shot in the back or clubbed to death.
Old men, mothers, little kids were mercilessly beaten down with riot sticks and revolver butts. This
Was the way the Democratic Party machine of Chicago, Roosevelt's political henchmen, helped smash
the Little Steel Strike. This year the magnificent strike victory at Bethlehem Steel and the rising
tide of unionism throughout the rest of Little Steel have begun to pay back the bosses for the
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YCL Member Describes Interna
Life Of Stalinist Youth Group

Political Level Low; Ranks Terrorized
By Bureaucracy, Discussion Is Taboo,
Leaders Haunted By Fear Of Trotskyism

By ART PREIS
From a once militant revolutionary, youth organization,
the Young Communist League has degenerated into a politically-
ignorant body dominated by a clique of careerists zealously
imitating all the bureaucratic vices of their elders of the Com-

munist Party.

- All freedom of expression has long since been smothered. The
members ar¢ kept in ignorance of even the simplest Marxist

concepts. They are held in line

by @ system of terrorism which

has all the aspects of GPU methods,
The YCL leadership is hag-ridden with fear of Trotskyism,
against which they warn night and day. They find Trotskyism

in the slightest inflection of Lhe
voice, the most innocent question.
They hunt for it in a word, a ges-
fure. Each member is encouraged
to spy on the others, to find in
the most far-fetched symptoms
the signs of the Trotskyist "dis-
ease."”

Such is the picture of the YCL
‘given to me this week by a YCL
member who has become a Trot-
skyist. Although still in his early
twenties, this YCL'er is a4 veteran
"of the Stalinist movement, hay-
ing ljterally “grown up" in it
starting his activity at the age of
9 as a Young Pioneer.

TELLS STORY OF THE
YCL'S DEGENERATION

“Back in the early Thirties the
YCL was a really militant organ-
fzation. We were in the thick of
the class struggle, in hunger de-
monstrations, leading rent strikes,
halting evictions.

“Looking back on it now, 1
realize that even then we had no
basic freedom of discussion on
political questions, but at least
within the framework of the pol-
itical line handed down to us we
were permitted a certain latitud@
to elaborate ideas and enlarge on
policies.

“Then came the period of the
‘People’s Front.,! It was slipped
over on us little by little, start-
fng with the Franco-Soviet pact
in 1934. The change of line ic¢
collaboration with the bourgeois
democrats was presented first as
a ‘struggle against sectarianism.

“We were then told that we had
to adopt a ‘new approach to the
social-fascists.” We were to hecome
more friendly Lo the Socialists and
trade union:sts. Then we were told
that we had to press for the Unit-
ed Front with the 'social fascists.
And finally, they sprang the Peo-
plé’s Front, unity with the bour-
geois democrats against the fasc-
ists.

" “There was no discussion or

votle over this change of line.

By this time the YCL had

Jearned to accept whatever the

leaders said. Not all of us ac-

cepted the new line without
misgivings., That's when 1 got

my first suspicions, back, in '36

and ’37, that something was

wrong.

WOE TO THOSE

WHO ASKED QUESTIONS!
S“But whenever any attempt at
arguing or questioning the line
was made, YCL big-shots were

sent to the meetings..Those whe
questioned the line were expelles
as Trotskyists. The rest wen!
along.

“During this period, the en-
tire composgition of the YCL
changed. Many of the militants
and older members dropped out
or were expelled, The YCL was
flooded with raw: elements who
had no political knowledge and
no conception of the class
struggle. In fact anyone could
join, regardless of what posi-
tion he held, so long as he was
opposed to Trotskyism. That
became the one position you
were held down to.

“All the old militant, revolution-
ary attitudes were wiped out. We
became ‘20th Century Americans.'
We were restricted to the most
namby-pamby type of activities.
being con&tanily impressed with
the idea that we had to be 'res-
pectabie’ so as not to lose our
middle-class friends and sympa-
thizers,”

Why did you stay on in the
Stalinigt movement so long, when
you were becoming/aware of its
political degeneration? 1 asked
the ex-YCL’er,

HE HOPED THE YCL
WOULD STRAIGHTEN OUT

“My whole life was in the move-
ment. It was the only life T knew.
T lived in hopes that this was
only a temporary thing. [ deluded
myself, like many others, that we
would soon go back to a revolu-
fionary line, that this was just
a temporary maneuver.

“It was during this period that
the struggle against Trotskyvism
rose Lo a very high pitel, Theve
were constant expulsions. Trot-
skyism was presented as any
number of things; ‘associating
with the wrong people,” was Trot-
skyism, ete., etc.

“The greatest opposition
arose in this period—not much
of an opposition, I'll admit—
but the most there ever was,
over the clause which was put
in the YCL constitution in 1937
forbidding YCL members to
have any relations of any kind
with ‘Trotskyites and other
counter-revolutionaries.’

“I learned that one-third of
the delegates at the YCL con-
vention had voted against this,”

But it was put over anyhow
with the assurance that it would
be applied in only & very broad

sense, There was a lot of resent:

[

A Big Headache For LaGuardia

Part of the overflow crowd of 20.000 workers who packed Madison Square Garden at the
rally of the Transport Workers Union (CIO) in support of the New York City subway work-
ers' fight for renewal of their union contracts on the city-owned subway. systems, Chief speaker
at the rally was CIO President, 'Philip Murray, 22,000 other workers were turned away from the
rally because the hall wasn’t big enough.

ment among the rank-and-file
about this clause. But it was not
openly expressed,

“The greatest shock came to
some of us when an official de-
clarvation came out informing ue
that ave were no longer carrying
on an jmmediate fight for sozial-
ism. By this time, however, the
old comrades had largely disap:
peared. Activity in the YCL be-
came little more than dances and
good-times, We older comrades
were swallowed up by the new
elements brought in on the basis
of a program calling on the de-
moceratic capitalist nations to fight
the fascist nations.”

WHEN STALIN SIGNED THE
PACT WITH HITLER

What was the reaction when
the Stalin-Hitler pact was signed?
I asked.

“No one conceived the possibil
ity of such a pact. Despite the
fact that by this time the organ-
ization was composed 99 per cen:
of politically ignorant elements.
still there was quite a stew ahoul
the pact,

“County officials and func-
tionaries began to flood the
branches and desperately ex-
plained away the pact. They
told us that the pact showed
Hitler’s fear of the tremendous
- military power of the Soviet
Union, That the Soviet Union
wasn’t conceding an inch to
Hitler. T recall one functionary
assuring us that if Hitler in-
vaded Poland, that the Soviet
Union would consider the non-
aggression pact broken. We:
were especially assured that
the pact contained an escape
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clause. How we waited and
watched for the announcement
of that escape clause! But it
never came.”

Didn’'t this finally make il
YCL members see the true politi-
cal character of Stalinism? 1 ask-
ed him. x
“You don't understand what we
bad become, We had rown uvsed
to accepting every new linm with
out discussion or debate.
“Besides, we were left with the
impression that collective secuy-
ity wasn't really abandoned, ote.
We were kept in a confused state
of mind,

HOW THE STALINIST
BUREAUCRATS OPERATE
“You've got to get an idea of
what the nature of the hureaue.
racy ‘is inside the Stalinist orgun-
izations,

“Right above the rank nd fik
members in the YCL. thern is a
whole strata of petty officials,
branch presidents, organizevs,
functionaries, ete, There is an
abys$ between them and the
members. The petty officials are
careerists of one sort or another
who have adopted the attitude of
the top bureaucracy of the Com-
munist Party. They all have am
bitions to become Little Stalins,
“The average member lives in
veal fear of the officialg, who treat
the ranks with suspicion. The
members are always alvaid of
making a misstep. Whenever a
member does.say anything, he i
always mindful that he must
speak carefully lest he say some-
thing which the bureaucrats can
use against him,

“If a member does get up
enough courage to ask a question
he asks it in a way which would
show the officials that he is jus
a4 dumb, stupid guy who shauld
really apologize for his ignorance.
To ask a question in any other
faghion would be to indicale a
doubt as to the correctness of any
policy. T have helped to vote ex-
pulsions for just such a question.
_"In one YCL branch a county
official was sent to give an .
‘educational’ talk on Trotsky-
ism. Some one asked a ques-
tion: ‘How can we detect a
. Trotskyite at a YCL meeting?’
The reply was: ‘Nine out of
ten times anyone who asks a
question is probably a Trotsky-
ite’. This was so raw, that it
brought quite a surprising re- -
action from the members.
Another county official had to
be sent out to the next meet-
ing to cool off the branch with
a. lot of elaborate explanations.

ERSATZ DISCUSSION,
STALINIST STYLE

“I'Il give you an illustration of
how ‘discussion’ is carried on in
the YCL. Shortly before the fwar
and jast before the Stalin-Hitler
pact. changed the line, we were
suddenly confronted wilth an ex-
tension of the People’s Front line.
We were now to unite with any-
one — even the vilest capitalist
reactionary — who was ‘against
faseism,” even with J, P. Morgan.

“We had never heard of this
new twist until a county leader
came down to our branch to del-
iver an 'educational’ lecture. - We

something new, something that
goes even beyond the People'’s
Front, a Democratic Front that
will take in everybody.'

“There was no discussion, no
convention. We were handed
the new line out of a clear sky,
off-hand, in a branch ‘educa-
tional’ talk. That’s how the pol-
itical line was changed,

3

I'o understand the atmosphere,
you would have to attend a reg-
ular meeting of a YCL branch.
There is no political discussion of
any description. Even on ques
tions of purely organizational
character, the members are so
scared to take an independent po.
sition or show any initiative, that
ap)’ question of consequence is im-
mediately referred to the officials
The whole meeting will be taken
m with such gafe matters as sell
ing tickets for some social affair
or function, ete,

“The educational life of (he
YCL is a joke. During the most
recent period, when the bureauc-
racy is atlempting 1o create Lhe
illusion that Stalinism is now re-
volutionary, an occasional sugges-
tion is given that the YCL mem-
bers should read some of Lenin
or a pamphlet of Marx. But this
is ,just. lip-service. By and large,
most of the niembers are so con-
ditioned not' to do any indepen-
dent reading and thinking, that
they don't bother to sead
Marxist literature at all.

any

“One of the last ‘educational’
lectures 1 hear was a discus-
sion on the ‘correctness’ of the
Communist Party's positions in
the various periods, including
its support of Roosevelt in
1936. This was pointed out as
a very brilliant maneuver, par-
ticularly the fact that it wasn't
‘support’—just mnon-opposition.
After this discussion there was
a heated controversy among
the members as to whether
this was ‘support’ or simply
non-oppositipn. .

"Of course, the leaders will say
the party is not iufallible. But if
vou should try to get them to
give an example of one speeific
mistake which the party has made,
they cannot state any. The party
makes mistakes in the abstract,
never in the concrete,”

Tell me more about the ques-
tion of Trotskyism in the YCL, T
urged.

THE TROTSKYITES WILL
GET YOU IF YOU
DON'T° WATCH OUT!
“Trotskyism! It's like a night-
mare in the YCL. The leaders
raigse it constantly as the maip
speetre. It's like a hysteria. Every-
thing that's in opposition to Stal-
inism they identily with Trotsky-
ism. They harp on it all the time.

“Trotskyism isn't presented as
a political program or an ideology
but like a physical disease.

“It's represented like something
you can catch out of the air.
Members are forbidden not mer-
ely to read Trotskyile literature,
but even to touch it, It's pictured
a8 such a contagious disease that
even to associate in the most in-
nocent fashion with anyone who
in turn is suspected of associat-

were told: ‘We must develop

ing with a -suspected Trotskyite

Inequality Of Sacrifice
For Arms Program Is
Bewailed By N.Y.Times

Some practical joker must have
slipped into the New York Times
editorial office the other day while
the editor wasn't looking, anc
sent up to the composing room
an editorial entitled, “Sacrifices
—By Whom?"” It appeared ag the
leading editorial of the Times of
May 20th.

“The President has several
times declared that the defense
program calls for gacrifices® by’
every one,” it began. "But this is
not the way the program has been
working oul in practice.’”

The editorial then went on to
assert that the workers and farm-
ers are rolling In money: "So
far as the farmers are concerned,
the defense program is not a call
for sacrifice, On the contrary, it
is tfbe' a wonderful opportunily
for/the farmers to get something
that they have been unable to get
since the World War (85% on par-
ity loans).” Slyly the jokester
went on to refer to the strike-won
wage raises as *all the wage in-
creases that have been passed
around.”

Then it portrayed those who are

“It is these groups that have
been seclected to make the sac-
rifices. They include white-
collar workers, the upper and
middle income groups, and the
corporations. Though taxes on
some of these groups have al-
ready been sharply increased,
they are learning that these in-
creases are as nothing com-
pared with those that are to
come. Income taxes which fall
on only about one eighth of
the working population are to
be much further raised.”

The Times concludes:

“The net effect of the Admin
istralion’s policy, in short, is Lo
make sharp class discrimination:
regarding those upon whom sacri
fices are to fall. Under the pro
gram to date, it is becoming clear
that a small minority is to maki

the sacrifices.”

et

In printing this item we are
painful aware that most of ou:
readers, who don't see the New
York Times, will think we made
this up. Bul cross-our-heart we
didn’t, it actually appeared in Lhe

tightening their belts:

May 20th New York 7Times.

FDR Spokesman
Backs Hobbs Bill

(Continued from page 1) |
rape, arson or seditions conspir-
acy, "whose deportation has not
heen effected within 90 days after
the issuance of the warrant of
deportation . shall Ltaken
into custody and detained
without bail . . . until the Board
shall have ordered the release of
such aliens.”

Go back and re-read the above
paragraph, skipping such window
dressing terms as “rape’” and "“kid-
napping” and ‘“arson.” Buried
among these you will find, the
word "“sabotage.”

'ANTI-LABOR USES

Some states have already pass-
ed *“anti-sabotage” laws and are
now using them to prevent work-
ers from union activities. Organ
ized labor has been fighting
against such “anti-sabotage” laws.
Today Charles Vireok, a SWOC
steward in the Roebling plant in
Jersey, is the victim of a boss
frameup under a federal ‘anti-
sabotage law.” The real purpose
of this section of the Hobbs bill
is to bhuttress the existing anti-
union legislation and to warn the
alien away [rom any union mili
tancy.

Section 202 also provides con-
centration camps for those con-
vieted of *“seditious conspiracy.”
Sedition acts have been on Amer-
jean statute hooks for years and
are dusted off for use during each
erisis, Thds winter two members
of the Communist Party in Okla-
homa were sentenced to 10 years

be

means to run the danger of catch-
ing the disease.

“Members are told that if
anyone in their immediate fam-
ily is suspected of having Trot-
skyite leanings, the members
must leave home, 1 have heard
organizers tell of having per-
sons kicked out of boarding
houses for being ‘Trotskyites.’

"You.simply can’t imagine the
holy terror the leaders have of
Trotskyism and their attempts to
communicate this fear to the mem-
bership. The members are incited
to spy on each other. If a YCL'er
is suspected of merely having a
lenient attlitude toward the ques-
tion of associafing with any form
of radical dissidents [from the
Stalinist line, even if he has no
stich actnal association, he is im-
mediately placed under the closest
serutiny. His closest comrades ave
quizzed about him. Does he mect
any strange people? Does he go
to any strange study circles? Does
he read any strange literature?

“All this has had a peculiar
effect. The rank and file tends
to band together against the
bureaucratic hierarchy. They
avoid snitching on each otlter.
Members do meet with dissid-
ents, but they literally meet in
dark alleys,

“Formerly, we were told that
we were politically isolating the
Trotskyists, Now the Stalinist
leadership is trying to do just
one thing: to physically isolate
the YCL rank-and-file from the

imprisonment for “seditious con
spivacy.” The “evidence” of Lhei
conspiracy was the possession ol
Commuuisl literature. Here, then,
the alien is threatened that th
possession of a radical leaflet will
place him beliind barbed wire,

PUNISHED FOR IDEAS

The wording of this sectior
covers the alien who “acts in be
half of a foreign govermment, pol
itical party or group.”

This section is meant to sup
plement the Voorhis Act. Unde:
that Act, any political party or
other organizafion affiliated 1c
brother parties or organizations
in other countries -(this would
cover even the Socialist Interna
tional), defined as a “foreign
organization.” The Hobbs bill
would send such members to a
concentration camp.

is

Attorney General Jackson has
been rounding up alien men, wom-
en and <hildren and is now hold-
ing them without bail until he
get§ the Hobbs bill through Con-
gress. He has been publicizing
these arrestg as proof of the need
of the bill. During the past two
weeks alone, he has taken into
custody 200 men and women.
Speaking at his press conference
Jackson said, “We are holding
them in deportation preceedings,
though we know full well that be
cause of world conditions we will
not be able to deport them. The
Hobbs bill in its present form
would give us power to deal vig-
orously with disloyal aliens who
ought to be deported.”

It is obvious just whom the At
torney General considers the “dis-
loyal aliens.”

AIMED AT ALL LABOR

There are four millioh aliens
in the United Stales and mosl of
them are adults and workers. The
capitalists are attacking the alion
only as the first maneuver in @
war against all the workers. The
precedents established wonld
soon be applied to citizen and non-
citizen alike,

Once this bill is passed the Ad-
ministration’s logie will run some
thing like this; ‘We jail aliens lor
striking and speaking against the
government. and yet they aren’|
as numerous nor as powerful as
our own worvkers. Therefore, it is
sheer stupidity not to apply Lhe
same rules to Americans. If it is
a erime for an alien te hold sedi-
tious thoughts, it most certainly is
a erime for an American to do so.'

The workers now will learn
that concentration camps are
not a product of Fascism alone,
but of capitalism as a whole.

The refugee now will learn that

there is no sanctuary on the

face of the earth. The appear-
ance of barbed wire in this
country is a sign of the degen-
eration of the hourgeois state

—and the strength of the work-

ers.

IN NEWARK
THE MILITANT can be bought
at the newsstand at 11 Spring-

Trotskyists.”

field Avenue.

Left
Jabs

By CORT

It remained for Rabbi Louis L.
Newman of New York to solvg
the mystery of Hess. Last Sunday
the good Rabbi revealed (o his
flock that religion did the trick.
Yeah . . . Brofher Hess seen the
light and was ‘“converted away
from the program of violence to
Lthe policies of peace and brother-
hood.”

While claiming Hess for the
Lord, Rabbi Newman is at the
same time doubtful about the pow-
er of the gospel. He still puts the
hope of the future in the hands

of the army led by - Churchill
rather than the one led by Je-
hoval.

«

ONE OF THEM
KNOWS HOW TO FIGHT
1. A. Capizzi, attorney for
Henry Ford:

“The Ford Motor Company must

now deal with a Communist-in-
fluenced and led organization
whose first objective is to raise
additional millions with which to
finance ils drive to control ajl
American industry; and whose nl-
timate objective is, through
strikes and general turmoil, to
produce that public confusion and
bewilderment which is essential
to Communist seizure of govern-
mental power in the United States,
Every detail ol this law (NLRA)
is un-American. In cancept, theory
and practice this law is tyranni-
cal, and Benjamin ranklin said
that ‘rebellion Jagainst tyrants is
obedience to God'.”
R. J. Thomas, president of UAW:
"The UAW-CIO is ready Lo draw
the curtain on the past. We hope
the Ford Company will do like-
wise, We are anxious Lo crase_all
bitterness,”
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THE POPE SPEAKS OUT

Last week Germans and Greeks
and British and Australians were
kiiling each other on the Island
of Crete; Iraquis and Arabs and
British were killing each other
over the oil of Mosul,

Conscious of his responsibilities
to God and the Holy Ghost, Pope
Pius spoke oul. Addressing 4,000
Catholic Action girls he warned
them against wearing “daring”
dresses. “It is objected,” said the
lvloliv F.allw.r.."lhat. certain dresses
are more comfortable and hygie-
nie. but if lhcy prove dangerous
for the soul they must be unfail-
ingly rejected.”

%W

IT'S BOLSHEVISM!

Lord Marley, deputy speaker of
the House of Lovds, is here, in-
sisting that the privileged classes
in l'}nglami have disappeared,
Here is his evidence:

“They (the people) demanded
equality of sacrifice from every-
body and they are gefting what
they demanded. It is quite com-
mon now to see Englishmen speak-
ing to each other in publie, al-
though they have never been form-

ally introduced.” (N. Y. Times,
May 23).
L

THE OLD SCHOOL TIE

After all, a Duke is a Duke . . .
and more than that, the surrend-
ering Duke of Aosta was an old
Etonian. So a’ parade was in or-
der and (he Duke was given three
days to prepare for it.

First came the "walking wound-
ed™ and (hat was not the prélly
part of the parade. Jt was the
officers that rveally made Lhe page-
ant. Their uniforms, according to
the N. Y. Times' correspondent,
“were immaculate” with "spotless
suede gloves." Their medals were
polished for the occasion and
neally arrayed on their chests.

'

And as they mu)'uhcd the monn-
tain side to shake hands with the
British generals, they passed the
graves of the common soldiers:
marked by wooden crosgses rough-
1y hewn from ammunition crates,
the names scrawled on them in
peneil, And “each dead soldier's
identification papers were tucked
into an emply champagne boitle
half-buried near the cross.”

Al . . . champagne! That bub-
bling neelar that must be trans-
ported gently and chilled slowly
‘and opened carefully. The Duke
was a true Etonian, even in the
heart of .darkest Africi. There
must have been moments when
he tired of the sound of the cork
and Lhe tickle of the bubbles in
his nose. Dut always there was
an orderly at his elbow, bowing
and murmuring, "“Could your
Grace possibly finish the cham-
pagne? We have need of the bot-
tle,”
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“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN
CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSBLE
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK

SKIN 1S BRANDED”
MARX.

Negro Struggle
By ALBERT PARKER

The March On Washington

The Socialist Workers Party recognizes the
need for action such as the propesed march of
10,000 Negroes on Washington to protest against
diserimination and Jim Crowism in the armed
forces and industry. That is why, in spite of our
disagreements on many things with the Randolph
Committee making the march preparations, we
have endorsed the march and will support it in
every way possible,

———

Our support, while it is complete, is not un-
critical. It is the duty of all those who suppert
militant action against Jim Crowism to point
out. the shortcomings in the proposals of the
Randolph Committee—to prevent, if possible,
mistakes which can have a very bad effect on
the action as a whole, and which can demoralize
and discourage these militants who are support-
ing the Mavch.

Last week we criticized the half-hearted ap-
proach of the Committee, as demonstrated in its
“Call To Negro America.” We could also criticize
the organizational preparations for the march;
the fact that so far very little has been done
about informing and arousing the masses of
Negroes to action, although the date for the
action, July 1, is little more than a month away;
that apparently insufficient attention is being
paid to the task of drawing the trade unions into
the struggle.

But an even more important concern than how
the march is being organized, and how many
people are being drawn into it, is the question:
What are-the marchers going to demand when
they get to Washington?

Militancy is necessary, the participation of
the masses is required, but what they actually
seek is the decisive thing. There would be no
sense in 10.000, or even 100,000 Negroes march-
ing on Washington and fighting for something
which will not solve their problems.

What Randolph Wants

The Randolph Committee is making its cen-,
tral demand the issuance of an executive order
by the president of the United States abolishing
diserimination in the armed forces, all govern-
ment departments. and industry holding con-
tracts from the government,

According to the present plans, thig will be
the request of the march in Washington. The
local demonstrations will also call on the city
eovernmental bodies to memorialize the president
to issue this order.

To understand the theory behind this, one has
to read the article, “Why F.D. Won't End De-
fense Jim Crow,” by A: Philip: Randelphj pub-
lished in the Negro press several weeks ago. 1t
starts this way:

“President Roosevelt can issue an executive
order tomorrow to abolish diserimination in the
Army, Navy, Air Corps, Marine and on all de-
fense contracts awarded by the Federal Govern-
ment, on account of race or color, and discrim-
inations against colored people would promptly
end.” (Our emphasis.)

Now if this statement means anything at all,
it means that diserimination .and segregation
continue to exist in the government and the
armed forces and in industry only because the
president hasn’t issued an order abolishing them.

Just to pose the question that way is to show
how ridiculous Randolph's statement really is.

Jim Crowism does not depend for its existence
on the lack of executive orders abolishing it. It
exists because it serves the interests of the capi-
talist ruling class to keep the working class in
a position where it is divided and split along
racial lines and therefore more easily exploited.

The Demand Is Inadequate

Undoubtedly it will be very difficult to-get a
man like Roosevelt to issue such an order. The
Randolph Committee does not do the Negro
people a service when it calls Roosevelt “a great
humanitarian and idealist.” Calling him nice
names will not make the man, who for eight
years has refused to even speak one word against
the crimes of lynching in the south, suddenly
issue an order abolishing all forms of Jim Crow-
ism. Praise of Roosevelt will not produce any
changes in the administration that refuses to
even pass the poll tax bill. After all, what is the
march on Washington for—to praise F.D.R. or to
bury Jim Crowism?

In eur opinion, forcing the issuance of such
an order from Roosevelt would be a definite step
forward in the struggle for abolition of all raciul
discrimination. It would not “promptly end” dis-
crimination, as Randolph claims, but # wonid
make it easier to fight specific cases of discrim-~
ination, That is why, in a clear and cool manner,
witheut fooling ourselves as Randolph does, we
are able to endorse this demand.

But while we endorse it, we also believe that
it is not enough, that it is insufficient as the
central demand of the march.

It is insufficient because it does not go to the
heart of the guestion of discrimination. There
have been and there still are plenty of laws and
rulings and orders on the hooks, prohibiting dis-

crimination. In spite of them, Jim Crow still rides )

high. There are the federal constitution. state
laws, the selective service bill and plenty of other
rulings from Washington. Everyone knows they
are ignored.

If this is so, the Negroes who march on Wash-
ington must demand more than the issuance of
"an executive order. Just what is it that they
should ask for?

(Continued next week)

| MANY STRIKE STRUGGLES

. British colonies are vile, Condi-
| tions

I people are not cowed by British

| chance to

(The following is an accou
recent trip on an American

Singapore. The trip lasted ove

tions in a number of the Britis
- *

The anti-British sentiment,

war,

fact, the war is very unpopular.
they are quick to assure you, But
they want their independence.
They -«cannot stand the arrogance
and the domineering of the Brit-
ish wfficials. The've heen paying
off to the British for several de-
cades now, and they've being milk-
ed for this war something terrific.
The taxes have become so heavy
that everyone repeatedly speaks
about it. '

LIVING CONDITIONS VILE;

Living conditiens in all the
in  Capetown, especially
among the colored workers, are
very bad. Bul mot as bad as in
other British colonies, especially
in the Orient.

That is because there is a tradi-
tion of militant struggle in South
Africa. The spirit of resistance

has never been subdued. These

imperialism. From the local pa-
pers I was able to gather that
strikes are constant.

And while the British-control-
led press doesn't give much in-
formation about these strikes,,
from the reported numbers of kill-
ed and wounded, it is obvious that
these strikes are bitter and viol-
ent.

Incidentally, the British propa-
ganda against the labor move-
ment in South Africa made me
feel almost al home. Like here,
there is a big caimpaign against

nt by an American seaman of a
freighter to South Africa, up

through the Persian Gulf and then to the Malay Peninsula, to

r seven months, and the writer

of the article had an opportunity to personally observe condi-

h colonies).
*

By A SAILOR
We got our first shore leave,
Capetown, Union of South Africa.

after over five weeks at sea, at

which 1 had noticed on. former

visits, is very strong among the native people. Even the native
‘whites hate the British, a feeling which goes back 10 the Boer

The war has not diminished the desire for independence. In

The peuple are not pro-Nazi, as

belled “pro-Nazi” and ‘“‘reds.” T
was just like the stuff in the
American newspapers, except the
British press doesn't go in for sen-

air of “dignity” and being “gen-
tlemen."

are between 25 and 30 miles from
the mainland and ave tremend.
ously rich in oil resources. TIt's
supposed to be an independent
sheikdom, but it's completely un-
der the thumb of the British. They
run it as one of their war ports
just like any other British pos
session,

All the oil on these islands has
been leased to two American com
panies, Standard Oil of California
and Texas Oil, After the Ifalians
had 'bombed Bahrein, before owm
arrival there, the oil companies
raised hell with the U, 8. State
Department in an effort to get
redress for some slight damage to
their property,

The native workers on the is
lands are terrifically exploited
The native longshoremen work a
12 hour day for which they are
paid 4 annas, India money. That’s
a total of 10 cents a day Ameri-
can money. The longshoremen
who came aboard were skinny
and in tatters. Some of them worn
outlandish clothes, which we

sationalism. They keep up their |

Our next stop was the Bahrein |
Islands, in the southwestern part’
of the Persian Gulf. These islands.

British Army Used
Against Rubber
Strike in Malaya

P

Bitter clashes between strik- |
ing rubber plantation workers |
and British troops have grown
so seripus that the British au-
| thorities have declared a
“state .of emergency’ and dis-
| patched additional military
forces in an effort to suppress
the spreading strike wave, ae- |
cording .to a- May 17 Associut-i
| ed Press. dispatch from Sing-
apore, Straits Settlements.

The dispatch -reports three |
strikers killed and several
| wounded after ene clash be-
tween strikers' and troops.
| 15,000 workers -on forty rub-;
ber -estates in Malaya are al- .
{ready invelved. Malaya .pro-
duces anlmokt half the world's
rubber supply. :

“The :dispatch states that the 1
“authorities said dhe military j
patrols weére mecesary to curb
subotiige to roads and PRE-
| VENT THE MOVEMENT OF
| ‘AGITATORS’ BETWEEN |
THE ESTATES.” In other |
| words, the strike is outlawed.

A

by some enterprising American
who makes a living by buying up
all sorts of odd old clothes in the
U. S.. A. and shipping it out te
places like Bahrein, One of the
workers was wearing an ancient
frock: cost over a ‘cloak of burlar
sacking.

During this time, we did not
get shore leave, omce we left Cape-
town, for seven weeks until we
hit Basra, Irak. We had a total
of six hours ashore in three
months.

One incident at one of the Ara-
bian ports where we stopped be-
fore getting to Basra will give an

| everywhere.

| tives in these countries dominat-

ed by the British. Al Ras Tanu-
rah, some of ‘the longshoremen
started to carry off some dunnage
—scyap wood and splinters. Wood
of any kind is very precious to
these people. They were carrying
it off openly. )

They 'were seized by the dock
officials and unmercifully beat-
en before our eyes. The officials
really worked them over, kick-
ing them, and smashing them
with clubs and pistol butts.

Evéryavhere, in all the ports

|-along the Persian Gulf, you se¢

the same terrible «onditions. Thi
people live in primitive huts, over
crowded. The pay is pitiful, an¢
the war has served as an excus(
to double the tax loads. Tt seems
that ‘the native puppet rulers anc
the British overseers can always
manage to squeeze another anns
of tax out of these poor wretches

'"The evidences of the war arc
Soldiers guard the
docks, At Basra there were night
1y black-outs. British men-of-wa
lie at ahchor surrounded by the
anciént nauve dhows.,

The natives were in deadly fea*

(of the war. They had no interes

in it, except the fear that it woul
spread to their territories. And i |
has. .
Our next fmain stop was al Pen
ang, Straits Settlements, whicl
is a British Crown Colony. Wi
had a four day shore leave here

THE BRITISH FORMULA:
DIVIDE AND RULE

Penang is the largest tin port
in the world. The tin is mined
from river beds and from pits
along the river banks. Conditions
among the tin workers have al
ways been notoriously bad. Bu!
since the war the British have
imposed a speed-up that drives
the workers almost insane,
The Malayan workers are ag mi
litant as any in the world. When
the British could no longer pre
vent the workers from organizing

the Jabor militants, wlo are la-

found out had been sold to them

idea of the treatment of the na-

and conducting savage strikes, the

1

regard to South America? In a

of the Sixty Families, “at the
same time that it gives us a,
displace therefrom
those other powers, especially
England, too seriously embroiled
elsewhere to give full attention
o their defense. Now is the U.
8.'s ‘moment.”

The brazen frankness of the
“Fortune” article makes it well
worth quoting at length. Here is’
a typically juicy paragraph:
“Within the U. S. our gov-
ernment’s propaganda about
its South American policy
stresses powerfully and skill-
fully the notion that we must
prepare the military defense of
his entire hemisphere against
an attack by a possibly victor-
ious Hitler in Europe. Hence
(the need for) bases (in South
America), hence a lot of things.
This all-out campaign is itself
oddly THitlerian in methods,
since it counts for success on
repetition and the arousing of
fear rather than argumenta-
tion, and thus makes no at-
tempt to explain either (a) how
Hitler, who cannot apparently
get across the English Channel,
is going to traverse the some-
what wider South Atlantic, or
(b) how he is going to turn a
ruined, internally divided, un-
pacified. and war-weary Europe
into an enthusiastic and
smoothly function'ng war
machine for a distant foreign
c.ampaign of conquest. The
reality concealed by this dust
in the eyes is of course that
what we really fear is Hitler’s
ECOYNOMIC not military, penc-
tration of South America:
that, in the event of the same
Hitler victory, Hitler could give
us cards and spades in the
South American market and
still beat us—provided the
South American market re-
mains an open one. The answer

) What does U. S. capital mean when it speaks these days of
hemisphere solidarity” and of a “good neighbor” policy with

from its correspondent in Argentina,
mouthpiece of America’s Sixty Families, calls a spade a spade
in its current (May) issue, and cynically lays bare U. S. imper-
ialist aims with regard to our “little brothers to the south.”

“Continued war in Europe plus our position vis-a-vis Japan
in Asia makes us need South America,” states this house-organ

| omies thrown

cabled up-to-the-minute report
“Fortune” magazine,

can market must be closed; it

must hecome an exclusive U.S.
trade area.”

“Now,” says ‘Fortune, ‘“the
real period of American imper-
ialism finally opens. This time the
U.S. means business...And
South America knows it well. It
is expecting U.S. intervention—
and quick...summarized as fol-
lows: ‘Cooperate or go under."
The “Report From Argentina”
deseribes in amazingly blunt de-
tail USS. capital’s usual methods
of intervening in the internal life
of her little southern reighbers
and maintaining congrol there—
cynically penning, in Capital’s
own handwriting, a footnote to
the Marxist analysis of imper-
ialist enslavement of colonial aad
semi-colonial peoples.

“Those governments,” -writes
“Fortune” ‘“‘that will play ball
with the U.S. can axpect aid...
But those who will not play ball
can expect intervention of divers
degrees of sharpness. No elec-
toral sovereignty or internal dem-
ocracy can be permitted if it hap-
pens not to be pro-U.S. Unco-
operative governments will find
credits called and refused, mar-
kets closed, their internal econ-
into crisis, their
political rivals publicly smiled on,
and perhaps privately subsidized

... Well-subsidized fifth eolumns,
demagogic propaganda, gener-
ously promised and immediately
forthcoming temporary economic
assistance, can form a pseudo-
national tendency often of suf-
ficient strength to remove the
nationalists (an ti-imperialists)
from power.”

“But if this is not sufficient,”

“Fortune” continues, “what fur-
ther form of intervention do Sud
Americanos envisage ? This brings
us to the sorest subject in South
| America today: the bases...

among the Argentine people is
universal and unanimous. Most
significant proof is that no pol-
itical leader, even one who is
pro-U.S. has dared come out
openly in favor of them. It
would be political suicide under
democratic procedure. ..Across
the Plata estuary they have
had before their eyes an ob-
vious object lesson. President
Baldomir of Uruguay, who pub-
licly supported the bases, is
fighting for his politic«l life.”

With bland objectivity this or-
gan of class-conscious capital an-
alyzes popular opposition lo U.S.
military bases in South America:
“The Argentine's objection to
bases is not a mere matter of
sentiment against ceding national
territory,” it says, “That if is a
genuine fear of American attack
is illustrated by the fact that they
object just as much to a base in
Uruguay as in Argentina itself.
The Uruguayan coast controls the
estuary of the Rio de la Plata.
Popular sentiment is disquieting:
In the face of this pepular atti-
tude, the subject, until the gov-
ernment can silence all popular
sentiment, is political dynamite.”

We have here once again a
picture of colonial and semi-
colonial peoples firmly united in
sentimeént for national liberation.
The same picture which we find
today in Indid and the otHer foot-
holds of imperialism in the Far
East, which we find in the]|
smouldering Near East—that pic-
ture is drawn for us once more |
in this “Fortune” analysis, this
time of the oppression-weary
peoples of South America,

In passing, as it discusses how
the U.S. must shape its propa-
vanda to make it most palatable,
“Fortune” draws the following
picture of a dynamic political sit-
nation:

“The second World War, of-
fering an opportunity for Ar-
gentina—economic competitor of
the U. S—to liberate its econ-
omy from' foreign control, poses
the problem with maximum
sharpness and gives an enorm-
ous impetus to nationalism...

“With. Britain visibly weaken-

Uncle Sam’s South American Game

‘Fortune” Magazine Brazenly Describes “Our” Imperialist Role

groups, heretofore the transmis-
sion belt of British interests, be-
gin to find themselves unwilling-
ly in the awkward position of an
executor who must seon decide
to which of the rival claimants,
the U.S. heir or the German heir,
he will turn over the British in-
heritance. OR WHETHER HE
WILL KEEP IT FOR HIM-

“...Once again there is an
upsurge, a broad popular sent-
iment seeking leadership...
The slogans of ‘neutrality’ and
‘national liberation' bring wild
cheers from audiences.”

The fact that American propa-
ganda for “hemisphere solidar-
ity" has fooled no one in South
America does not unduly disturb
this spokesman of American cap-
ital. “Fortune” feels the political
rulers of South America already
have “shrewdly decided that since
the U.S. can get there ‘fustest
with the mostest’ it is advisable
to play ball with the U.S." It
sees the United States, certain
of success in its South American
penetration, conducting its “good
neighbor” propaganda “with a
carelessness in which (one may)
sense contempt...simply trans-
lating into Spanish the kind of
‘Pan-American’ talk that proves
to go down well in the U.S."

It reports only with bewilder-
ment, as one might a bad dream
one is trying to shake off,
another possible turn of future
svents citing the trend in Argen-
tina: “...Nevertheless, an in-
creasingly large group, some—
paradoxical though it may seem
—for genuinely patriotic reasons,
will attempt to use German econ-
omie help to retain the British
heritage for Argentina. And they
will receive a surprisingly large
amount of popular support.”

But more than that, even, is
clearly foreshadowed in the polit-
ical facts “Fortune” has so care-
fully collected.

Foreshadowed is the shatter-
ing forever of all imperialist
chains by the colonial and
semi-colonial peoples of the
world, as the end result of the
present world-wide imperialist

is obvious: The South Ameri-

“Opposition to the bases

ling,

the

Argentine governing'

war.,

How Britain Rules Colonies

A Sailor, Just Returned, Describes British Oppression In The East

government brouglit in hundreds
‘o thousands of Chinese workers
to compete with the Malayans,
But the Chinese workers started
organizing and striking! The
British then brought in more hun-
dreds of thousands of workers,
this time, Temals,"from South In-
dia. The British try to use these
groups against each other.

War or no war, the labor
struggles are continuing with
increasing violence. I'm nol ex-
aggerating when 1 report that
every issue of the local British
press carries stories of strikes
and - bloody repressions. The
British use Indian troops
against the native workers.
Scored of workers are killed
and wounded in every strike.

I -talked awith some of the na-
tive longshoremen at Penang.
They hate the British and are at
the same time very anti-Japanese.

‘One thing most Americans
“don’t know is that there is a
clearly developed proletariat in

the Malay States. There is a
high degree of industrializa-
tion and big capital invest-
ments in these British colonies,
and the workers in the Straits
Settlements are as skilled and
well trained as European and
American workers. These are
no primitive. bush natives.
There is a surprising degree of
literacy among them. They
have a great degree of savvy
and are going to give a very
good accounting of themselves,
in my opinion, at the first good
chance they get to kick the
British out of their country.
Our last port was Singapore,

which is truly a crossroads of the
world,

There are about 15,000 Austra-
lian troops statiomed in Singapore
and throughout the Slraits Settle-
ments and Malaya. There's a real
story about these (roops, who are
plenty burned up about the trick
that was pulled on them in ship-
ping them out of Australia.
They are very outspoken and
over a beer, are quite willing Lo
tell ‘their story to.a sympathetic.
Amenican sailor.

These fellows were conscript/ed
under an Australian conseription
law which was for the purpose of
setting up a Home Defense force.
The law specifically . stated that
the conseripts were not to he sent
out of Austratia. *

No sooner had these fellows re-
ceived Lheir military training,
than they were packed off in
ships without warning and sent
to the Straits Settlements,

These Austrialian troops are
a pretty high-spirited and in-
dependent bunch of men, a
rough and ready lot, who look
Tike Americans and talk like
Americans. From the way they
spoke and acted I can confid-
ently predict that these troops
are going to give the British a
real headache. They don't like
to be double-crossed.

The general impression T got
from Lhis trip — I've been aronnd
the world four times — is thart
British colonial rule is very
shaky. It's hard to say where the
blow-up is going to start. But the
British Empire is seeing its last
days. And its not going to be Hit-
ler that will finish off British im-
perialism. 1t's going to be the na-
tive people who have suffered un-,
der the British rule.

WAR BRINGS HARDSHIPS
TO AMERICAN SEAMEN
Incidentally, this was the tough-
est trip 1T ever made. By the time
I got back to New York I had
lost twenty pounds, and T usually
put on weight during a trip.

For most of the ftrip, which
lasted almost eight months over
the Fall, Winter and early Spring,
we had no fresh foods. meat. veze
lables and fruits. Our potatoes
ran out. The flour hecanje mag-
goty and had to be thrown over-
board. At one period we were with-
out bread for several weeks. For
four months we lived on canned
foods. We couldn’t gét food sup-
plies in any of the Eastern ports.
except some stringy chickens
which tasted like polar bear, spoil-
ed mutton which we couldn't
touch, and egegs that you had to
eat with a gas mask on.

The tronble was that our ship
wasn’t built for long voyvages. It
was formerly a coast-wise vessel
with refrigeration space for only
a few weeks provisions at most.
The company dldn’t bother to pro-
vide adequate refrigeration space
when the ship was put on this
long haul, I'm feeding up now —
but nothing out of a can, thank
you!

The Depth Of The
Post-War Crisis
Is Already Clear

By JACK WEBER

Data keeps accumulating to lend complete
ertainty to the faet that there will be a tre-
mendous economic crack-up at the end of the
war, The bankers and the economists know full
well how artificial is the American war pros-
perity, They see one contradiction piling on the
other to make impossible the gradual and con-
rolled readjustment of natiomal economy after
peace comes.

Glance first of all at the war trade which has
created the “boom” period. The figures are in for
1940. The volume of exports for last year was
the highest since 1929. It amounted to over four
billion dollars (in 1929 the total was over five
billions), Of this sum 64% was in trade with
the British Empire. And the principal expo¥t,
the first time in all history, consisted of air-
planes and airplane parts. In addition there was
machinery, tanks and munitions, In other words
Jhe bulk .of the export trade was due to the heavy
mdustries.

Farmers Still Take A Beating

But while the heavy industries have heen
building up, what is happening to United States
agriculture? Exports of farm products declined
one hundred forty million dollars from 1939 to
1940, and the decline is continuing. Normally this
country exports more than half its cotton, 40%
of its tobacco, a quarter of its wheat. But the
foreign markets for these commodities are gonE.
The government is paying to have the tobacco
growers cut ‘their erop right in half for the next
shree years. Japan normally imports about a
million and a half bales of cotton and this pro-
sides ‘employment for 350,000 Southerners who
support through this work another million and a
half dependents. But Japan no longer buys from
Lthis country or at least is cutting its share down
all the time. The stery is the same for wheat. No'
wonder it is remarked that the war means the
ruin of the farmers! To prevent that, the gov-
ernment is merely increasing the warehouse sur-
vluses in this ever abnormal granary.
Naturally the durable goods export will drop
like a shot if hostilities should cease soon. True
enough. the United States will continue to absorb
much of the material for its own armament pro-
gram, but that also merely postpones the day
of reckoning. The arms program itself involves
the amassing of a tremendous amount of fixed
capital for expanding production. And it was pre-
cisely to the different rhythm in which fixed
capital is realized in the process of capitalist
circulation, as against the other forms of capital,
that Marx traced.the cyclical erises with the re=
sult of bringing' starvation in the midst of plenty.
The greater the weight of this type of produc-
Ltion in the national economy, the move deep-
going the later crisis will be.

The Paradex of Foreign Trade
But the most ironic contradiction is shown
in the balance of foreign trade. In 1940 the Unit~
ed States, with the greatest hoard of gold the
world has ever seen, imported only a little more
1an two and a half billion dollars worth of
goods. Thus the rest of the world owes America
money, and keeps owing more all the time. Un-
less the other countries can pay either in goads:
or in gold, they must borrow, The United States
can sell its products abroad only so long as it
lends others the money with which to buy.. And
this is precisely what it is doing with Latin
America. But this serves at long last to disrupt
nternational trade.
Meantime the flow of gold into this countny
from the rest of the world piles up extra reserves
in the Federal Reserve Banks. These reserves are
1 great potential danger for bringing on infla-
tion. With the rapid expansion of business, they
tend to spill over into the stream of circulation
and credit and form a weritable flood. The gov-
ernment would like to take measures to cut down
hese reserves, but such measures might slow
up the arms program, slow up the expansion of
production and thus prevent any further ab-
sorpticn of the.unemployed.
Thus the government is forced to pursue &
policy of gamble in regard to inflation. It hopes
to control the process and have only a mild in-
flation by trying to fix prices and wages. This
requires the most drastic measures if it is even
partially to become effective. Even in Germany
where such measures could be taken far moré
veadily than here, the control was not as ef-
{ective as the Nazis would have us believe.
Naturally it is mnot only the United States
that is faced with all these capitalist contradics
tions. The entire system of capitalist world ecor-
omy is faced with deficit spending which can
never possibly be repaid. The war is leading all
he nations to economic bankruptey at high spee(ii.

Either Socialism Or Chaos
There are those who think that fascism is
building a new kind of society, that it is learning
» control the entire economic process and to
avoid inflation by drastic control of the entire
price structure. These people do not understard
that no single country, nor group of countries,
san control world economy which alone is deé-
risive in the end, even were we to assume that
any national economy could actually be “planned”
while private property still existed. Planning van-
not be done completely even where private prop-
2rty has been abolished, as in Russia, whexre;
planning is circumseribed by the capitalist world.!
Unless the working class learns that only its
tholition of private property can stave off ruin
and steer civilization to a new plane of develoij-
ment, then the class struggle will end in com-
mon ruin. As the Communist Manifesto puts it:
“a warfare that invariably ended, either in a ve-
‘olutionary change in the whole structure of so-
ciety, or else in the common ruin of the contend-
ng classes.”
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers,

Trade umion wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

2.

3. Full equality for Negroes in the armed

forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars.

Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.

5.

6. For a rising scale of wages to meel the

rising cost of living.
Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers’
ment.

and Farmers’ Govern-

Memorial Day

Middle-aged men' in blue or khaki overseas
caps dot the street corners selling poppies .. . little
red reminders that the human wreckage of the last
war is still floating along in the mad stream taking
us over the cataract into the new world conflict.

A good many of them are unemployed workers,
probably. Selling poppies is just a job for a few
days. But one wonders what they must be think-
ing, they and the men still bedridden or ‘hobbled
in government hospitals after twenty-three years?
That young man rushing by, too busy to stop to
buy one, may be on his way to an induction center,
on his way into the army, into war and perhaps
on his way to a government hospital to benefit
from the sale of poppies on another Memorial Day.

Fighting on European and Middle Eastern bat-
tlefields today are the European boys who were
born in 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, and 1918. Their
mothers cherished them with a fierce bitterness.
Their fathers were away draining out the lifeblood
of a generation. Some of them, at the beginning
anyway, believed they were fighting to make a bet-
ter world for their sons. And now it turns out that
their mothers bore them in pain and their fathers
shed blood for them only so that they in turn, hav-
ing reached the flower of their youth, might be
turned loose upon each other with weapons bent
on the same insane destruction,

“Buy a poppy, mister?” Sure, buy a poppy. It
isn't real. It's just made to look like a poppy. The
real poppy is a velvety, bright-hued, joyous flower.
But nobody offers the real thing. The same with
these wars. They tried the first time and they're
seeking again to sell us the same phony—that if we
suffer and die enough in 7heir war, the world will
be a better place, life easier to live. But all the boys
got the first time was the graveyard or the figura-
tive tomb of a hospital, and the world got—World
War I1.

Memorial Day makes us think of all the men
who have done the dying'in the wars, all the women
who have done the suffering. But let's make it the
occasion for other memories too—the victims of
the Chicago Memorial Day massacre of 1937, the
ten workers of Little Steel who died in another
war, a war fought every day without letup by the
bosses against the workers. Let's remember the
workers who fought in Europe for a truly better
world in the great class battles of the last twenty
years. Let's remember that there #s a war that is
worth fighting, a war not of needless, futile sacrifice,
but a war that can lead us to the real victory of
the future, the victory of the workers over all forms
of exploitation.

Fight and win #hat war and we won't have a
world of morally and physically maimed wrecks.
Fight and win that war and there will be an end to
the poppy-symbol ol each generation's offering on
the altar of capitalist greed and profit. Flght and
win Zhat war and we’ll build a new world. It is the
war of the workers for socialism. It martyrs, un-
like the dead of the boss wars of the past, did not
die in vain.

Where You'll Fight

Perhaps you've wondered just what part of the
American border you would be defending once the
government declared war. Atlantic coast? The Gulf
of Mexico? The West Coast? Take the word of
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, that.
it will be none of these.

“While we give careful consideration to mili-
tary developments abroad,” said the General in a
special statement to the N. Y. Times, “we must
never overlook the fact that the Army of the
United States differs in one important character-
istic from the armies of Europe. Ours must be an
all purpose Army. We must be prepared tc operate
in the Arctic or in the tropics, in deserts or moun
tains, and the elements of our ground forces must
be properly balanced to meet any contingencies.”,

When the General spoke of operating in the
desert he didn't mean the Mojave in California,
and when referred to the mountains he wasn't
thinking of the Rockies. Ostensibly building an
army for hemispheric defense, the General actually
prepares for action far afield. Dakar. . .Hong-Kong

..Norway! We must be prepared to meet “any
contingencies.”” This is indeed an elastic hemiphere
we live in.

The Victory Over Ford

The coffin lid is down on the corpse of Ford's
open-shop. The Ford workers’ overwhelming vote
Jast week in favor of the CIO United Automobile
Workers Union was but the belated filing of the.
death certificate. Six weeks before, Fordism had
curled up its toes and passed away from an acute
attack of militant strike action.

For six weeks Henry Ford, Harry Bennett and
William Green, with a host of their agents, worked
frantically over the corpse. They warmed it with
their bodies, breathed into its nostrils, yanked its
arms up and down. They hopped around yelping a
weird incantation that sounded like, “AFL.. .AFL
...AFL...” To no avail. The open shop at Ford’s
lay cold and limp as any other dead herring.

Today the anti-labor voice of Henry Ford,
which once seemed to speak with terrifying thund-
er, is nothing but a tremulous pip-squeak. Ford
is licked, licked to a frazzle.

FFord’s anti-union arsenal included every union-
busting weapon ever devised. To this he added his
own specfal brand of hypocrisy. When lFord fired
tens of thousands of his workers and put the rest
on a more intensive speed-up, his propaganda
agents hailed him as the initiator of a shorter
work-week. When Ford forced his workers to till
vegetable patches after their back-breaking labors
on the whirl-wind assembly-lines, so that the work-
ers would grow some of their own food and enable
Ford to reduce their wages, this was plclured to the
world as a great “social experiment.’

Ford tried everything. He fired native Mich-
igan workers and brought in tens of thousands of
workers from the South who had been accustomed
to a lower standard of living. He hired a certain
percentage of Negro workers—not out of social
good witl, for Ford is notoriously fascist-minded—
but to use them in an effort to divide the workers
by creating racial antagonisms.

The weapon he depended on most was physical
terrorism, which drew the line not even at murder.
Inside his plants he maintained the largest private
armed force in the world. To build it he scoured the
country of its scum, bringing to Dearborn under-
world toughs, professional strikebreakers, hood-
lums of every description. They were an army
trained to smash unionism by armed violence.

Many a worker who dared to talk “out of turn™”

experienced their fists, boots, black-jacks and re-
volver butts before being tossed jobless out of the
plant.

More than one union organizer who attemptcd
‘to reach the Ford workers ended up “mysterious-
ly” battered to death in some lonely field.

The Ford management knew within ten minutes
what a Ford worker had whispered to a fellow-
worker anywhere in the plant. Ford’s spies ferreted
out everything about the private lives of the work-
ers, what they did with their spare time, where they
went, whom they met. The Ford workers feared to
speak even to their closest associates at work. Any-
one might be a spy.

Yes, if any employer had worked out a fool-
proof anti-union formula, it was Henry Ford. The
great strike wave of 1936-37 did not touch him.
As one by one the greatest open-shop corporations
succumbed to the union drive of the CIO, Henry
FFord kept on sneering, kept on denouncing union-
ism, kept on beating up union organizers and union
men. Many, many workers shook their heads pes-
simistically and affirmed: “Every other corpora-
tion may yield to unionism, but they’'ll never beat
old Hank Ford’s union-busting system.”

But the workers have beat old Hank's system.

Against the gigantic power of 50,000 organized
workers giving battle on the picket lines, the union-
smashing formula of Henry Ford had as little ef-
fect as some ancient alchemist’'s mumbo-jumbo.
The myth of Ford’s invincibility vanished in a day.

The defeat of Ford has helped expose the myth
of the invincibility of the boss class as a whole.
FFor Ford was the outstanding symbol ol that “in-
vincibility.”

Once again, and in the most impressive and
conclusive fashion, we have seen demonstrated the
unconquerable might of organized labor. Aroused
and united, resolved to battle unflinchingly, the
workers can challenge and defeat any force the em-
ploying class can hurl against them. The workers
do not as yet realize the strength they possess. Once
the awareness of that strength becomes fixed in
the consciousness of the American working class
as a whole, there will be no goal which the workers
cannot dare to win.

Churchill’s Polish Ally
Holds Nazi Racial Views

Anti-Semitism Of Polish Government-in-Exile Has Become Too Raw
Even For Pro-War Editors Of ‘Nation’ And ‘Jewish Frontier’

government-in-exile.

ler's racial theories? Apologists

article entitled *Anti-Semitism in
Exile.” He first pictures the Pol-
ish masses, subjected to segrega-
tion -and virtual slavery, Nearly
a million Polish men and women
have been deported to Germany
as a labor force. The rest, as well
as the Jews, are segregated in
Warsaw and other cities, barred
from streets, theatres, cafes,
streetcars, ete, “Aryan’ suffers
together with Jew.

Zuckerman contrasts this pic-
ture with that of the Polish rul-
ing class now in England. He
says: “Internal discussions of the
Jewish question began almost as
soon as the first Polish exiles set
foot on English soil and have con-
tinued to the present day, as if
these children of a nation des-
troyed had mo problem but that
of the Jews to solve, as if anti-
Semitism were the only thing left
of old Poland worth preserving.”

THE SCANDAL IN
THE POLISH ARMY'

In the Polish army, which all
Poles of military age in England
are obliged to join, discriminatory
practices reached the point where
ten Jewish doctors resigned in a
body in revolt against the humil-
jating treatment accorded them
and the Jewish soldiers. Sikorski,
commander-in-chief of the Polish
army was forced to issue orders
against discrimination in order
to quiet the scandal.

The Roosevelt-Chwrchill warriors for democracy find them-
selves in the same camp with a group of anti-Semites, the Polish

How is it possible for the Polish government to share Iit-

for Britain are now busy at-

tempting to explain away this bit of Nazism in their own ranks.
William Zuckerman in 7he Nation of May 17 writes an

attitude which could be sup-
pressed by military order in the
army could not be eradicated
from civil life. and anti-Semitism
has persisted among the exiles,
particularly among the Polish in<
tellectuals—professors, histor-
ians, writers, journalists, civil
servants, former members of the
Diet, and Government officials.”

These are not isolated cases of
anti-Semitism but express the
fixed outlovk of the Polish ruling
class. Zuckerman reports: “Of
the dozen or more Polish papers
published in England, practically
all except the outspoken Social-
ist press are more or less perm-
eated with anti-Semitism...The
Jestem Polakem, organ of the
Polish National Democrats is
brazenly carrying on anti-Jewish
Nazi propaganda in the Polish
language with all the embellish-
ments of the Nazi racial ‘phil-
osophy’ and Julius Streicher's
phraseology ... At the time I
write,” he says, “the Jestem Po-
lakem is still appearing, despite
efforts Lo stop its publication by
cutting off its supply of paper.”

WHAT THE POLISH
PARLIAMENT DISCUSSES
Recently the Polish National
Council, or parliament in exile
met in London: “On this occas-
sion,” says Zuckerman, “the Jew-
ish question was formally dis-

But, continues Zuckerman, “an

cussed in the classic manner of

gaining control of Crete, they
would obtain a position of great
strategic value. Their air force
will be able lo operate more efl-
fectively against the British
Navy in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean and against the Suez Canal.
From Crete they can go on to
Cyprus and thence to Syria. And
from Syria they will be in a posi-
tion to go east Lo Iraq and south-
westward to the Suez which would
also be attacked from the wesl
from Libya, The capture of Suez
would drive the British out of the
Mediterranean and make possible
the shipment of oil from Irag via
that sea.

It is probably true that the
war will not be won by Hitler
even if he succeeds in driving
the British out of the Mediter-
ranean. But by doing so he will
be able to obtain that which he
needs most of all—oil. His
chances for victory will be in-
creased greatly. Surely his
chances for obtaining a nego-
tiated peace will become more
favorable.

The British position is nol help-
ed any by the attitude of the
Arabs in the Near and Middle
Bast, Even if the British imper-
falists should succeed in defeat-
ing the Iraq troops, the hostility
of the Arab population to the
British plays into the hands of
the Nazis. Notl that the Arabs do
not understand (hat the Nazig
simply want to displace the Brit-
ish as their rulers. Bul an op-
pressed people is always anxious

oppressors — in this case the

British — hoping to settle with

rival oppressors in the future,
How superficial all these

“practical” politicians in the
labor movement are who con-
tend that for the workers to
take over power in England
would mean an immediate Hit-
ler victory. A working-class
government in England, grant-
ing freedom to all colonies,
would immediately bring the
whole Arab world and the hun-
dreds of millions in India into
the struggle against Hitler and
make his position completely
untenable.

With the Nazis in contrel of
Crete Lhe possibility of war be-
tween the British and Viehy be-
comes much greater. For that will
bring the Nazis closer to Syria
and fighting between British and

ON THE WAR FRONTS

by GEORGE STERN

Should the Nazis succeed in

to drive out the most immediate |-

most certainly drag Vichy into
the conflict on the side of Hitler,
The British have already attack-
ed the French airdromes in Syria
and General Dentz, representing
Vichy in Syria, has threatened to
use the French army against the
British.

Darlan’s speech to the French
people on Friday, May 23, tell-
ing them that in his confer-
ences with Hitler the latter did
not ask France to declare war
against Great Britain and did
not demand the use of the
French navy or of French col-
onies, was no assurance at all
to the British, Darlan was care-
ful not to say what Hitler did
ask and what was agreed to.
Even if he asked and obtained
only economic collaboration the
relationship between Vichy and
Britain would not improve any.
The Vichy people have commit-
ted their fortunes and the for-
tunes of their class to Hitler.

That the French working mass:
es are violently opposed to the
Nazis is of no great concern to
Petain and Darlan who, because
of that very fact, are anxious for
a fascist viclory. Without sueh
a victory they cannot remain in
control for any length of time,

It can be taken for granted
that the French masses will
have less desire for war against

Britain than they had for the
war against Hitler, This atti-
tude of the French masses is a
factor staying Vichy's hand but
the pressure of Hitler is unre-
lenting.
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German troops in Syria will al-
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the Sejm (parliament) in War-
saw. Those who spoke were not
irresponsible Polish journalists
but former deputies of the Sejm,
party leaders like Yushviak, and
Polish statesmen like General
Zheligowski, ‘the hero 6f Wilno'.
In effect they declared that after
the war Poland would have no
place for the Jews and that the
only solution for the whole pain-
ful problem was to deport all |
European Jews to a desert island |
off the coast of Africa.”

After all this Zuckerman, a be-
liever in Britain's “war for dem-
ocracy,” makes no attempt to ex-
plain how he and others like him
can continue to support these
Polish reactionaries and help
them to return to their govern-
mental posts. His article closes
in this resigned manner. “But
somehow nothing is more de-
pressing than these trivial words
and acts of a people who have
learned nothing from their great
ordeal.” He thus actually at-
tempts to blame, not the ruling
class, but the Polish masses whoe
are suffering now under Nazi
rule while their leaders schemc
ways of continuing the oid re
gime in the future,

THE ‘JEWISH FRONTIER’
INDICTS SIKORSKI

In his entire report the only
one, according to Zuckerman, who
made any attempt to stem the
anti-Semites was' Sikorski.

But the May issue of the Jew-
ish Frontier, speaking of Sikor-
ski's visit here and the interviews
and speeches he made says:

“The Polish government has
learned little from its experienc-
es and exile of the last eighteen
months...On Sikorski's part
there was not even an attempt to
conceal the old ingvained anti-
Semitic attitudes and supersti-
tions.”

The Jewish Frontier, a maga-
zine of “Socialist” Jewish liberals
who fully support Roosevelt and
his war moves, tries in some way
Lo gloss over the fact that the
anti-Semitic Polish government-
in-exile, has the support of
Roosevelt and Churchill, It.ends
its exposure of Sikorski and the
Polish reactionaries by a pious
wish: “We hope and believe that
hitherto anonymous forces with-
in the Polish people will come to
the fore al the conclusion of the
war and will replace the generals
of the type of Sikorsky and Hal-
ler.”

1f by the "“anonymous forces,”
the Jewish Frontier means the
Polish workers and peasants, we
are ready to second the wish. But
that wish cannot be realized
through Roosevelt and Churchill,
who support the Polish ruling
class.

LUDWIG LORE DEFENDS
THESE ANTI-SEMITES!

Among the apologists there are
those who are more politically de-
veloped and have 1learned that
when you say A you must say B.
Those ready to support British
imperialism must aceept and sup-
port all the allles of Britain, in-
cluding Poland’'s government-in-
exile, anti-Semitism and all.

The New York Post understands
this and so does iis columnist,
Ludwig Lore. Under the hypocri-
tical heading *Polish Chiels in
Exile Fight Anti-Semitism™ on
May 21:-he attempts to whitewash
the Polish government-in-exile.

Admitting that William Zucker-
man is “well known as an inform-
ed and reliable writer particularly
versed on this vital subject” he
proceeds to answer the material
in Zuckerman's article which, he
adds, “deals with alleged antl-Se-
mitic tendencies among the Pol-
ish exiles in England."

" To the actual facts cited by
Zuckerman and the Jewish Fron-
tier Lore counterposes . .. & per-
sonal conversation he had with
Sikorski in which the General as-
sured Lore of his opposition to
anti-Semitism! In addition, Lore
produces a long quotation from
& speech by Jan Stanczyk. Polish
Minister of Labor'in which anti-
Semitism is soundly Dberated . . .
in Germany!

Maybe Sikorski has declared
“repeatedly,” as Lore says that he
is aware of the dangers of anti-
Semitism and will fight to stamp
it out, but equally often Sikorski
and the others have done¢ the
things The Nation and The Jew-
ish Frontier describe,

W here
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

The Proponents of a Negotiated Peace
From the very beginning of the war there have
been groups in both imperialist camps anxious to
achieve peace. Hitler himself, after having overrun
Poland and since then, has offered to enter into peace
negotiations. In this country the “isolationist” section
of the capitalist class has been urging and even clam-
oring to have Roosevelt take the initiative in starting
peace negotiations, The flight of Hess, which more
and more appears to have been undertaken for the
purpose of sounding out the possibilities for peace
negotiations (either with or without the consent of
Hitler), has furnished the *‘isolationists” with another
opportunity for demanding & negotiated peace.

From the attitude of any group on the war it is
simple to deduce what its attitude will be on the ques-
tion of a negotiated peace. War, as has been explained
by us many times, is only a continuation of politics
by other means and the policy of any political group
towards war and peace has the same general pattern.

When the reactionary section of the “isolationist”
wing clamors for peace it is understandable, because
its “isolationism” is based primarily on two factors:
(1) fear that the war will lead to revolutionary up-
heavals, and (2) sympathy for fascism. It is of course
understood that a negotiated peace at this time would
mean a victory for Hitler. The minimum Hitler wonld
achieve would be domination of all of Europe. Another
factor which plays an important role in the anxiety
of reactionary forces to achieve a negotiated peace
is the idea that such a peace will enable Hitler to
throw his forces against the Soviet Union,

Norman Thomas® Case for

Negotiated Peace

Humanitarian democrats of the type of Norman
Thomas must also favor a negotiated peace, In the
first place war is bad, as far as these humanitarians
are concerned, because it brings suffering and death.
For them peace, any kind of peace, is better than
war—even though Hitler should gain control of all of
Europe. Then again war is bad because it threatens
the existence of whatever democracy there is in this
country: in their anxiety to save democracy in one
country they are perfectly willing to let Hitler kill it
in all other countries.

People like Thomas cannot be taken seriously Dbe-
cause they base their politics not on the basis of a
realistic analysis of the forces actually at work, but
on their vain hopes and desires. There is no more
disgusting spectacle than a *“Socialist” Norman
Thomas, gushing zll over for peace, making an al-
liance with people like Lindbergh, who is controlled
by the most reactionary forces on the political scene.

Why Rowvsevelt Now Opposes Peace

Against a negotiated peace at this time is the sec-
tion of the ruling class led by Roosevelt. This section,
anxious to destroy the most dangerous rival of Ame-
rican imperialism and confident that it is able to do
80, sees no reason for entering into negotiations for
peace. As far as the British imperialists are con-
c_erned, a negotiated peace at the present would mean
a serious defeat. They have to continue the struggle
so long as there is a chance for victory—although
even a victory means in reality a victory for Ameri-
can imperialism.

Should the war drag on, however, hoth Roosevelt
and Churchill may be compelled to accept the idea of
a negotiated peace,

And just as all groups in the camp of imperialism
adopt an attitude on negotiated peace which is in
fundamental agreement with their attitude on the
war, so does our policy toward negotiated peace flow
naturally and inevitably from our attitude toward the
war. Better still, our attitude on negotiated peace
follows from our basic attitude towards capitalist
society in its imperialist stage.

Our Position On Negotiated Peace

1t must be understood that a negotiated peace or
any kind of peace arrived al by imperialist rivals can
be only an imperialist peace just as a war fought by
imperialist rivals can be only an imperialist war.
Both have as their motive force the question of
colonies, raw materials, markets and spheres of in-
fluenge. From this basic factor it follows that our
position on a mnegotiated peace is the same as our
position with reference to the war, We are opposed
to both because they are imperialist in character.

Natdrally it is not sufficient to state this basic
propomtlon and leave it as it is. Further explanatmn
is essential, Every demagogue, every enemy of ours,
will attempt to utilize our basic position for the pur-
pose of convincing people that since we are opposed
to a negotiated peace we are for a continuation of
the war.

While our basic position toward an imperialist
peace is the same as our attitude to imperialist war,
our tactics with reference to a negotiated peace would
differ considerably from our tactics with reference to
imperialist war. Against an imperialist war we carry
on a constant campaign in the sense that we attempt
to mobilize the masses against dragging the country
into such a war. And at a certain stage during the
war we may use the slogan of peace,

We would not carry on a similar agitation against
a negotiated peace. We could not possibly utilize a
slogan of “stop the peace.” It is true that a repre-
sentative of our party in Congress would vote both
against a declaration of imperialist war ‘and against
the acceptance of an imperialist peace. But in his ex-
planation he would make clear the 1casons why he

votes against that “peace.”

We can sum up as follows: They are really not
against war who are not for the overthrow of the
system that produces war; they are not really for
peace who are not for the overthrow of the system
which makes peace impossible. They only are against
war and for peace who continue the class struggle
both during imperialist war and dmmg imperialist
peace,



