
Socialist Workers Party Calls For A $10,000 War Chest

THE MILITANT
By JAMES P. CANNON

N a tion a l Secre tary ,
By unanimous decision o f the National Committee, the So­

cialist Workers Party hereby opens a campaign for a $10,000 
War Chest.

This may seem like a very large sum for a small workers’ 
party to raise in the face of war, when rival parties and groups 
are crying hard limes, languishing or folding up altogether.

Some may regard the talk of a 10,000 War Chest aS a b luff 
— a fantastic sum of which we expect to collect only a small 
part.

A ll such assumptions are completely erroneous. They can 
be entertained only by people who do not know our party.

We are calling for a $10,000 War Chest, and our party 
members w ill subscribe it  100%— to the last penny!

Our Trotskyist party is not like other parties. I t  believes 
in the coming victory of the workers. Its members aim at a great 
goal. They are in dead earnest, confident of victory, disciplined 
and capable of sacrifice.

In every case the party strives to understand and single out 
the most important task of the hour. Then it concentrates all ef­
forts and energies on the accomplishment of that task.

The task of the present hour is to prepare the party for 
war—to provide it w ith a War Chest.

A ll party branches have been consulted on the project. They 
have enthusiastically endorsed it, and assumed their respective 
quotas to be completed by August 1st.

The branch quotas are listed below. Each week until the 
end of the campaign the score board, showing the contributions, 
the percentages and the balance to go, w ill be printed in TH E  
M IL IT A N T .

Every party member and sympathizer w ill watch the War 
Chest score board with confidence that the $10,000 goal w ill be 
reached. Let skeptics also watch it to see how a Trotskyist party 
tackles and accomplishes a hard but necessary task.

<v

$10,000 War Chest 
S C O R E B O A R D

® -

BRANCH Q UOTA
New Y o r k ............................ .$  2 ,500
Chicago ................................. 1 ,200
M in n e a p o lis ......................... . 1 ,200
San Francisco .................... . 1 ,000
D e tro it ................................. 500
Newark ................................. . . 500
Los A n g e le s ......................... . . 4 00
Boston ................................. 350
St. P a u l ................................. . . 3 00
F lin t  » .................................... 200
Cleveland ............................ . . 150
Youngstown ....................... . . 150
P h ilade lph ia  ....................... 125
Louisiana ............................ . . 100
San Diego ............................ . . 100
B u ffa lo  ................................. 60
A k ro n  .................................... 50
F re s n o .................................... 50
New Haven ......................... 50
Rochester ............................ 50
Toledo ................................. 50
P it t s b u r g h ............................ 40
P ortland  ............................... 30
R e a d in g ................................. 25
A llen tow n ............................ 25
Q uakerlow n ....................... 25
S e a tt le ................................. \ 25
St. L o u is .............................. 25
R o ckv ille  ...................... 20
Texas .................... ............... 15
B a ltim o re  ............................ 10
H u tch inson  .......................... 10
M ilw a u k e e ............................ 10
M e iu h e rs -a t-L a rg c ............. 655

T O T A L $10 ,000

FDR Spokesman 
Backs Hobbs Bill

The concentration camp, long a feature o f Nazi Germany 
and recently adopted by France and England, is about to make 
its appearance in America^ if  Roosevelt’s Attorney General has 
his way. The first hundreds of prisoners have already been round­
ed up and the legislation providing for such camps is being 
rushed through Congress under pressure from the administration.

Attorney General Jackson told his press conference on May 
20 that his round-up of aliens would be “ wasted e ffort’’ unless 
the Ilobbs B i l l  passed Congress.«)
The b i l l  provides fo r “ supervision
and detention”  o f deportablc 
aliens.

The b ill would establish a three- 
man board whose ru lin g s  would 
be removed fro m  rev iew  by the.

questions ofcourts, except fo r  
fact.

Section 202 o f the b il l provides 
th a t a liens convicted o f treason, 
espionage, sabotage, k idnapping, 
e x to rtio n f robbery  o f the  m ails , 
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‘UNLIMITED EMERGENCY’ IS 
THREAT TO TRADE UNIONS

FBI Arrest Fails 
To Stop Union

T R E N T O N , N . J „  M ay 23—  
A n  a ttem p t by the John Roeb- 
lin g  Sons Co., w ith  the aid o f 
the Federal Bureau o f In v e s ti­
ga tion , to  sw ay th e  N L R B  
election a t the company’s 
p lan t in  Roebling, N . J., fe ll 
th rough as the 5,400 Roebling 
w orkers la s t Tuesday voted 
m ore than tw o  to  one fo r  the 
SW OC-CIO.

The n ig h t before the  elec­
tion  F B I agents arrested 
Charles V iro k , an SWOC shop 
steward, upon com p la in t o f 
the company management. 
The charge was th a t  V iro k , 
had v io la ted the Federal A n t i-  
Sabotage A c t  b y  closing 
switches co n tro llin g  the  power 
blocks “ w ith  in te n t to  ob­
s tru c t the defense o f the 
U n ited States.”  A  ha rd -fou gh t 
s tr ik e  a t the p la n t th ree  weeks 
ago was settled by SWOC on 
condition th a t the  N L R B  po ll 
be held.

B a il, set o r ig in a lly  by the 
U.S. Com m issioner a t $7500. 
was fin a lly  reduced to  $2000 
and was raised by the W o rk ­
ers Defense League and the 
SWOC ju s t  in  tim e  to  p e rm it 
V iro k  to  vote in  the N L R B  
election.

Scabherding Is A  Flop FDR Ready For 
" Shooting"  W ar
Goes Beyond Convoys, Saying He W ill Use 
'Any And All Further Methods' On Seas; 
'Determined' To 'Prevent' Strikes

! -“ I am going to shoot”— this was the plain meaning of Pre-
i sident Roosevelt’s Tuesday night speech.

“ Convoys iniqan shooting and shooting means war,”  Roose­
velt had said on January 21. Now he has gone beyond convoys: 
“ Our m ilita ry  and navy technicians”  are working out “ any and 
all further methods”  to “ give every possible assistance to B rit­
ain”  and "to  insure delivery o f the needed supplies to Britain.”

But not a ll the shooting threats were directed by Roosevelt 
a t H it le r .  S im u ltaneously h e $ -  
w arned the w orkers  th a t “ th is  
governm ent is  determ ined to  use 
a ll o f its  po w e rs . . .  to  prevent 
in te rfe rence  w ith  the production 
o f m ate ria ls .”  H e could scarcely 
have used p la in e r language. “ Col­
lec tive  b a rg a in in g  w i l l  be re ­
tained, b u t . . . ”  T h a t B U T  te lls  
the  whole s to ry .

Scene a t a San Francisco sh ipyard  as s tr ik in g  A F L  and CIO m achinists, and thousands o f 
o ther sh ipyard w orkers who have refused to  pass the m ach in ists ’ p icket lines, contem ptuously 
watch a couple o f hundred scabs under heavy police guard, led by John P. F rey, head o f the A F L  
M eta l Trades Council, enter the s truck  p lan t. Despite  the scabherding a tte m p t o f the  governm ent, 
companies and A F L  heads, operation o f the  11 s tru ck  sh ipyards is s t i l l  a t a v ir tu a l s tan ds till.

Navy 'Convoy' Flops In 
Frisco Shipyard Strike
Admiral Greenslade and 'Colonel' Frey Lead Navy Trucks, Busses 
Through Picket Lines— But With Few Workers in the 'Convoy'

SAN FRANCISCO, May 26— S tr ik in g  A F L and CIO J5ay Area shipyard 
m achinists are s t il l standing f irm ly  on th e ir  feet despite the fo u l blows th row n  
at them by the phoniest co llec tion  o f  pie-cards, governm ent strikebreakers and 
c lia irw a rm in g  adm ira ls ever jo ine d  toge ther to break a s trike .

Every conceivable e ffo r t ,  fro m  p i eading and brow beating to  open scab­
herd ing  and p icke t-line  crashing has been used in  the past week to  end o r 
smash the s tr ike :

G overnor Olson shed a b u cke tfu l o f  crocod ile  tears begging the m achinists
to make a “ patriotic sacrifice”  and go back to work. The mach-®^ 
injsts, undoubtedly thinking that Olson would do better begging 
shipowners to make some "sacrifices,’’ ’ voted five to one to con­
tinue the strike.

Nation’s No. 1 Fink, John Frey, backed by a small army 
of cops, marched a few score workers through the picket line.
Most of them marched right out again.

The first American convoys in the war were used not against 
H itler and the Nazis but against striking shipyard workers in 
the Bay Area (still recognized as part of the United States). U.S.
Navy trucks and busses driven by navy sailors and marines 
drove through the picket lines. But m ighty few workers,were 
inside them . F re y  requested th is  i>---------------------------- :------------- -------- —
“ tra n sp o rta tio n ”  and A d m ira l 
Greenslade commanded the heroic 
expedition.

The Senate opened an “ inves­
tig a tio n ”  as a vantage p o in t fro m  
which to h u rl verba l bombs a t 
the s tr ike rs .

A d m ira l Land o f the M a ritim e  
Commission called fo r  the  use o f 
“ U n ited  States forces to  take  
those p icke t lines aw ay.”

Senator Tom  “ P o ll T a x ”  Con- 
n a lly  o ffe red to send those who» 
“ don’t  w a n t to  w o rk ”  to  “ fa rm s ”  
— Texas language fo r  concentra­
t io n  camps o r chain gangs.

R a lph Bard, A ss is tan t Secre­
ta ry  o f the  N avy, o ffe red  the

“ dem ocratic”  suggestion t h a t  
s tr ik e  leaders be prosecuted fo r  
conspiracy, d r  to  enact a law  to- 
so prosecute i f  present s ta tu tes 
d idn ’t  p e rm it th a t k in d  o f H i t ­
le rism .

San Francisco labor’s tra d i­
tion  o f un ion ism  and m ilita n c y  
and th e ir  fresh  m emories o f the 
d ir ty  deal sh ipyard  w orkers  got 
in  the la s t w a r, has been bad fo r  
John F re y ’s blood pressure. They 
ju s t  don’t  lik e  to  fink , even i f  
they are led b y  so-called labo r 
leaders and blessed by  th e ,g o v ­
ernm ent, the a rm y  and the  navy.

F re y ’s f irs t  a tte m p t a t f in k in g  
was a complete flo p . H e  .s ta rted

w ith  tw o  s trikes  on him . The day 
before O lson’s speech to  the 
s tr ike rs , F re y  declared: “ I ’m  go­
ing th rou gh  th a t  p icke t line, and 
God help any m an who tr ie s  to' 
stop me.”

B u t F re y  d idn ’.t go th rough  
th a t p icke t line. The N a v y  to ld  
h im  to  la y  i t  over fo r  a day and 
the M ayo r o f Oakland w ou ldn ’t  
g ive  h im  any p ro tec tion  u n t il 
a f te r  he saw the outcome of» the 
Olson m eeting. A nd  w ith o u t the 
cops F re y  had a sneaking fee ling  
i t  would have been: “ God help 
M r. F re y  i f  he tr ie d  to  go th i'ough 
th a t p icke t line .”

t

N e x t day, F re y  and a gang o f 
w orth ies, backed. by  p le n ty  o f 
cops, led some o f the w o rkers  
th rou gh  'the p icke t line  b u t i t  
proved to  be a v e ry  d isappo in t­
in g  expedition. Here is the re ­
p o rt fro m  the E xam ine r a t  the 
Moore D rydock in  Oakland where 
the  “ m arch”  took place:

“ M any of the m archers fe ll out 
of line  and m ingled w ith  the p ick ­
ets before the gates of' the p lan t 

(Continued on Page J )

Marines Sent Thru 
CIO Picket Line 
In Brooklyn Strike

N E W  YO R K  C IT Y , M ay 26 
— A  tru c k  from  the B rook lyn  
N avy Yard , d riven , by a N avy 
Yard employee flanked by tw o 
M arines, and escorted by a 
police car, w en t th rough  a 
C IO  p icket line  a t the s truck  
B iltw e ll Steel Products Com­
pany, 1708 A tla n tic  Ave., 
B rooklyn ,, la s t F rid a y , and 
picked up tw o  loads o f m etal 
door fram es.

T h is  was the charge made 
yesterday by Leon Zw icker, 
reg iona l d irec to r o f the U n it ­
ed C onstruction W orkers  O r­
gan iz ing  Com m ittee, CIO, in  
a te legram  to  Secretary o f the 
N avy F rank  K nox, demanding 
th a t K nox investigate.

B iltw e ll is  one o f a num ber 
o f companies being s truck  by 
m etal door w orkers seeking 
h igher wages and union re ­
cognition;

“ A l l  over the c ity  our p icket 
lines are solid and, except 
when the  em ployers b ring  in 
the U.S. M arines, no th in g  is 
m oving in  or ou t,”  said Z w ick- 
cr. He rem arked on the s im il­
a r ity  w ith  the use o f the N avy 
against # the San Francisco 
m ach in ists ’ s tr ik e  and conclud­
ed: “ Has the N avy  become a 
s trikeb rea k ing  o u tf i t? ”

CO M PULSO R Y A R B IT R A T IO N
The ostensib ly v o lu n ta ry  cha r­

acte r o f m ediation, Roosevelt in ­
dicated, is  to  be transfo rm ed, w ith  
oi- w ith o u t the  consent o f the 
workers, in to  the equ iva lent o f 
com pulsory a rb itra t io n : “ T h a t 
(m ed ia tio n )m a ch in c ry  m ust be 
used p ro m p tly — and w i t h o u t  
stoppages o f w o rk  . . .  C o llective 
b a rga in ing  w i l l  be re ta ined, b u t 
the A m erican  people expect th a t  
im p a rt ia l recom m endations o f 
ou r ‘governm ent, conc ilia tion  and 
m edia tion services w i l l  be fo l­
lowed both by  ca p ita l and by 
labor.”

Since ca p ita l is  more than 
w ill in g  to  p reven t s trikes , and 
since on ly the  s tr ik e  weapon 
can enforce la bo r’s demands, 
Roosevelt’s insistence on obed­
ience to  the commands o f gov­
ernm ent m edia tion boards is a 
b low  a t the  w orkers  and a t 
them  alone.

Roosevelt’s assum ption o f “ un ­
lim ite d  em ergency”  powers p u t 
new tee th  in to  h is th i-eat aga inst 
strikes.. W hatever the  fine lega l 
po in ts m ay be— some au tho ritie s  
contend th a t such “ emergency 
powers”  can be used on ly  w ith  
the express consent o f  Congress 
and a f te r  a fo rm a l decla ra tion  o f 
w a r by Congress— itj is c lear th a t 
Roosevelt in tends to  assume any 
powers he m a y  fe e l called upon 
to use. w ith  o r w ith o u t Congres­
sional consent.

M O R E M A T E R IA L  R E A S O N S !
| W hile , in  the  name o f “ democ­

racy ” , se rv ing  notice on the 
w orkers to  s tay  a t w o rk  no m a t­
te r  w h a t the  conditions on the 
job, Roosevelt did no t fo rg e t to  
g ive  m ore m a te ria lis tic  reasons 
to the bosses to  suppo rt the “ w ar 
fo r  democracy.”  H e warned them  
th a t German v ic to ry  w ou ld  be 
f o l l o w e d  by “ an economic 
s trang le -ho ld ”  aga ins t w h ich 
t a r i f f  w a lls  w ould be fu t i le ;  th a t 
“ business, m an u fac tu ring , m in ­
ing, a g ric u ltu re — a ll w ou ld  be 
m angled and cripp led under such 
a system .”

He hastened to  bu ttress th is  
ve ry  m a te r ia lis tic  ju s tific a tio n  fo r  
w a r w ith  a pious series o f r e f ­
erences to  how “ ou r r ig h t  o f w o r­
ship w ould be threatened”  b y  H i t ­
le r ;  he d id  n o t te ll h is lis teners  
th a t H it le r  h im se lf is  a good

C atho lic ! O r th a t the Pope is on 
p e rfe c tly  good re la tions w ith  H it»  
le r and M usso lin i. O r th a t the  
P ro te s ta n t churches, by and 
la rge , have made th e ir  peace 
w ith  H it le r— as the churches a l­
ways do w ith  any ru le r, no m a t­
te r  how v ile .

H Y P O C R IT IC A L  S LO G AN
Roosevelt’s speech made much 

o f the doctrine  o f “ freedom  o f the 
seas.”  He had been preceded in  
th is  by statem ents la s t week by  
K nox and Stimson, who had ca lled 
fo r  re tu rn  to freedom  o f the  sea« 
by repea l o f the N e u tra l ity  Law„ 
Roosevelt procla im ed the doctrine 
o f freedom  o f the seas b u t made 
no m ention o f repeal o f the Neu­
t r a l i ty  Law . In  re a lity  he has 
a lready skipped over the law , fo r  
the navy p a tro l and the m erchant 
sh ipp ing  to- the Red Sea po rts  are 
clearly, v io la tions o f the  N e u tra l­
i t y  Law , provis ions fo rb id d in g  
U.S. ships to  en ter w a r zones.

As in  eve ry th ing  else in  th is  
w ar, the "freedom  o f the seas’* 
propaganda is but the con tinua tio  
of the last w a r’s form ulas.

, W ilson  was hyp ocritica l enough 
bu t a t least fo r  a tim e  he demand­
ed freedom of the seas both from  
Germ any and B r ita in . F o r th a t is 
w ha t freedom o f the seas mean —  
freedom to trade w ith  a ll be llige r­
ents. Roosevelt, however, has to r­
tu red  th is  nice-sounding phrase 
out of a ll semblance of its  o rig in a l 
meaning. One can scarcely blame 
h im : there are few a ttra c tive  slo­
gans le ft to the im peria lis ts . 
“ Freedom of the seas”  makes no 
rea l sense as Roosevelt uses it .  
B u t a n y th in g  goes —  logic o r no 
logic, sense o r no sense —  so long 
as i t  aids Am erican im p e ria lis t 
in terests.

W ORKERS W IL L  D E F E N D  
T H E IR  O W N  R IG H TS

Roosevelt understands qu ite  
w e ll th a t  the  sacrifices he is de­
m anding fro m  the  w orkers  ap­
pear a l l the m ore in to le rab le  in  
the face o f th<j huge w a r p ro fits  
o f the cap ita lis ts . Hence his s ta te ­
m ent th a t “ T h is  is no tim e  fo r  
cap ita l to  make, o r to  be allowed 
to re ta in  excess p ro fits .”

Roosevelt's words are, a t best, 
a pious w ish, incapable o f f u l f i l l ­
m ent w h ile  the w a r indus tries  are 
in  the hands o f the cap ita lis ts .

W ere Roosevelt re a lly  serious 
about it ,  h6 would agree to  ex­
p rop ria te  the w a r industries  
and le t the w orkers operate 
and con tro l them . M eanwhile, 
we are confident, h is  th rea ts  
w i l l  no t p reven t the  w orkers 
from  con tinu ing  th e ir  f ig h t fo r  
decent wages and w o rk in g  con­
d itions.

Branches Pledge 
Three Times As 
Much As Before

Concentration Camps For Aliens 
Called For By Attorney General
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Negro Rights 
Group Aids 
Phila. Strike

A  Navy We’re For

W rite  to us— te ll us w ha t’s go ing  on in  ydu r pa rt o f the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w orkers  th in k in g  a b o u tt— te ll 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t 
p r in t and that s to ry  they buried o r d istorted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  m ust ca rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you  
do not w ant you r name printed.

U N IV ER SITY  SO CIALIST CLUB ORGANIZES  
PROTEST W HEN M INNESOTA O FFIC IALS  
W O N 'T  LE T  GRACE CARLSON SPEAK

E D IT O R :
The U n ive rs ity  o f Minnesota 

Socia list Club though t.you  would 
be interested in  an account iof 
the recent denial of academic 
freedom to the Socia list Club.

The U n ive rs ity  Socia list Club— 
an organ ization on the  campus 
open to any student who 'recog­
nizes the class struggle, who op 
poses im p e ria lis t w ar, and who it 
w il l in g  to figh t fo r  socialism  — 
has eagerly awaited another op 
p o rtu n ity  to hear D r. Grace C arl­
son, T ro ts k y is t candidate fo r U.S. 
Senator, since she spoke before 
our organ ization last November 
W hen fin a lly  i t  was possible to 
hold such a m eeting we applied 
to the Dean' o f Student A ffa irs

A  week la te r we received a le t­
te r  from  the Dean s ta tin g  in  part:

“ I  to ld  you th a t I  could not ap 
prove o f Mrs. Carlson as speakei 
because o f the fa c t th a t, p re v­
ious ly  speaking on campus she had 
openly advocated a change of gov 
ernm ent by revo lu tion . I ,  person 
a lly , feel th a t the U n ive rs ity  can 
no t give even such recogn ition as 
the  p riv ile ge  of- speaking on the 
campus to the advocate o f such 
a po licy.”

Obviously th is  was a denial o' 
academic freedom— of the r ig h t of 
the  student to make free in q u iry  
in to  a ll sides of a question, o f the 
r ig h t  o f free speed) on campus. Re­
cogniz ing th is  as an opening wedge 
against academic freedom, the So­
c ia lis t Club decided to use every 
e ffo rt to  remove the ban. A cal! 
fo r  a U n ited F ro n t fo r  Academic 
Freedom was sent to a ll other re­
presentative campus organiza­
tions, in fo rm a tio n  on the case was 
sent t.o a ll the T w in  C ity  news­
papers, and a protest m eeting was 
planned fo r F riday, May 16, on 
the campus. T H E  M INNESO TA 
D A IL Y , campus newspaper, in  ad­
d itio n  to p r in t in g  front-page news 
coverage o f our struggle, p rin ted 
an ed ito ria l s ta tin g  in  p a rt: “ Yet 
m any of those who oppose her 
(Grace Catison) ideas have ex­
pressed the opin ion tha t the ban­
n in g  o f her speech- was ne ithe r 
wise no r expedient. They, lik e  
V o lta ire  saw no connection be­
tween th e ir  disagreement w ith  her 
op in ion and her r ig h t to express 
I t . ”

A  le tte r from  Dave Coo.ner. 
President of the Socia list Club, 
was p rin ted  in  the D A IL Y  quot­
in g  Albert. Goldman’s column in  
T H E  M IL IT A N T , " u n t i l  we gain 
a m a jo rity  to  our ideas the re  is 
no th ing  fo r us to do, but to edu­
cate workers u n t il we get a ma­
jo r ity . ”  T h is  to emphasize the 
m islead ing character of the 
Dean’s quotation, removed from  
its  context, from  D r. Carlson’s 
speech given on campus in  Nov­
ember, in  which the Dean com­
plained, she called fo r “ an armed 
seizure o f power”

The A ll U n ive rs ity  Council — 
one o f the most im portan t repre­

sentative bodies on the campus, 
elected by the -students as a 
whole, sent a le tte r to the Dean 
s la tin g  th a t  they hope the Adm in 
is tra tio n  w ill not change its  policy 
of a llow ing  speakers of many be 
lie fs to ta lk  on campus.

One of the largest audiences a t­
tending an indoor m eeting this 
year attended the  United F ront 
Protest M eeting. E ight organiza­
tions supporting  the United Front 
sent speakers and three prom; 
pe n t campus in d iv idu a ls  also ad 
dressed the meeting.

The m eeting opened w ith  a fac­
tua l account concerning the back­
ground of t iie  case, given by Phi! 
C lark, the secretary of the So­
c ia lis t Club.

Other speakers were: M elford 
Spiro, president of the peace eoun 
o i l : H enry  H a ll, U n ive rs ity  Paci­
fis t Fe llow sh ip : George Bang 
president o f the Young Democ­
ra ts : Gordon Swan, Minnesota 
Student A lliance : George P r itc h ­
ard, fo rm er ed ito ria l d irec to r of 
the D A IL Y ; W a lte r O’R e illy , 
Chairman of U n ive rs ity  Defense 
Com ihittee; Howard Sachs, mem­
ber of the A ll U n ive rs ity  Council: 
R ita  C rittenden, ed ito r of the “ L i­
te ra ry  Review” : Charlo tte Pani- 
mon, chairm an of the Forum  Com­
m ittee ; Max Kaslo, Jacobin F ra ­
te rn ity ;  and Dave Cooper, presi­
dent of -the Socia list Club.

A ll of the speakers except one 
supported the Socialist C lub’s de­
mand fo r academic freedom. This 
in d iv idu a l, M r. Sachs, said he was 
"confused.”  Also Gordon Swan, 
the speaker from  the S ta lin ite  
“ Student A lliance .”  barely opened 
his speech before he began to a t­
tem pt to d is rup t the United F ront 
by charg ing the T ro tsky is ts  were 
“ enemies of labor,”  etc., etc., and 
etc. W hen he fin ished a student, 
unaffilia ted  w ith  e ither v iew po in t, 
rose fro m  the audience to say, 
“ T h is  is a protest m eeting and 1 
w ant to protest the in troduc tion  of 
extraneous, factional, generalized 
charges”  which he said would 
s p lit  the un ited fro n t. The last of 
h is words were drowned in  ap­
plause; the cha irm an took cog 
nizance o f th is  .by ru lin g  his point 
to he “ w e ll taken.”

A  reso lu tion was unanim ously 
passed s ta tin g : /

“ We the undersigned, consid­
er the  den ia l o f  freedom o f 
speech to  D r. Grace Carlson a 
th re a t to academic freedom and 
as such we ask Dean Nicholson 
to  reconsider his re fusa l.”

A  com m ittee o f s ix  was ap­
pointed to  personally present 
the  resolution' to  the Dean, and 
i f  he refuses the request, to  
present i t  to  the president o f 
the U n iv e rs ity  and the Board 
o f Regents.

Yours sincerely 
P H IL L IP  C L A R K  
Secretary o f  S ocia lis t Club 

M inneapolis, M inn.

Joins With Union In 
Condemning Use Of 
Negro Strikebreakers

W e  h a v e  b r o k e n  
A N O T H E R  T R A D IT IO N

T H E  M IL IT A N T  and its  com­
panion publication, FOU RTH IN ­
T E R N A T IO N A L, seem to be des­
tined to break down one a fte r an­
o ther o f the time-honored bad 
tra d itio n s  o f the rad ica l labor 
movement. The la test to begin to 
collapse is the idea th a t a pub­
lica tio n  m ust have the bu lk of its 
assets frozen in  ancient debts 
w h ich  keep m ounting u n t il every­
one concerned agrees th a t the 
on ly  th in g  to do is issue a decree 
b f liqu ida tion  and s ta rt a ll over

We have got to a state w ith  
T H E  M IL IT A N T  accounts where 
a num ber of c ities fluc tua te  be 
tween a zero account and a slight 
c red it w ith  us. Just now A llen 
town is alone on the cred it side 
bu t the end of the week w il l  find

her in  company w ith  a few others 
who w i l l  rise up from  the “ absr 
lu te ly  no debt”  category. These, 
a t the moment, are: Boston. B u t 
falo. Chicago. D e tro it, Portland. 
St. Paul and St.. Louis. Of iliese. 
D e tro it has had the most recen- 
and spectacular reh ab ilita tion  . 
having w ith  two bold, hr oaf 
strokes o f a che ck -w ritin g  pen 
cleared her record of every blem 
ish.

Fresno, w ith  a debt o f one cent 
makes a bridge between those who 
owe T H E  M IL IT A N T  office noth­
in g  a t a il and those whose debt 
is so sm all tha t i t  is no th ing  but 
a graceful hangover. They are: 
Akron, Kansas, Los Angeles. M in ­
neapolis, Newark, Quakertown. 
Reading, and San Diego.

We s t il l ,  liowevfer, have our 
black sheep, a lthough the general

P H IL A D E L P H IA , May 26. — 
The continued use ol' Negro s tr ike ­
breakers by the Progress Manufac 
ta r in g  Company, in  an e ffo rt to 
break the  10-week old s tr ik e  ol 
its  500 Negro and w h ite  workers, 
has b rough t a sharp denuncia­
tion  of the company from  the In ­
ter-Racial C iv ic Association, a lo 
cal organ ization of . Negro and 
w hite w orkers w h ich is figh ting  
d isc rim in a tio n  against the Negro 
people.

The s trike rs , organized in  Lo­
cal 80, Metal Polishers Union, 
A F L, have been conducting a m il­
ita n t ba ttle  in  the face of police 
in tim id a tio n . The company, Which 
m anufactures e lectrica l and lig h t 
m g equipment, pays the lowest 
wages in  the industry , most of the 
employees ge tting  30 cents an 
hour —  $12 a week.

The In te r-R a c ia l C iv ic  Asso­
c ia tion  investigated the  use o f 
N egro  strikeb reakers  in  the 
s tr ik e  and then charged Rosen, 
boss o f the company, w ith  de­
libe ra te ly  a ttem p ting  to create 
a rac ia l issue to  s p lit  the s t r ik ­
ers and conceal the ro tten  con­
d itions in  h is ’ p lan t.
A  jo in t  statem ent of the In te r  

Racial C iv ic  Association and the 
un ion has been issued to the pub 
lie  in  the fo rm  of a prin ted  leaf 
let, exp la iflin g  the issues o f the 
s tr ik e  and exposing the company’s 
v icious use of the race issue to 
break the s trike .

T h is fo rm a l cooperation between 
an organ ization lig h tin g  fo r Ne­
gro r ig h ts  and a trade un ion has 
established a new progressive 
practice in  th is  c ity .

A P P E A L  TO NEGROES
The jo in t  statem ent declared in  

pa rt:
“ The In ter-R acia l C iv ic  Asso­

c ia tion  has found the s tr ik e  o f 
Local 90 com pletely jus tified . I t  
has found fu r th e r  tha t M r. Rosen's 
statements are a l l lies, spread fo r 
the purpose of h id in g  the fact that 
he pays the lowest wages of any 
company in  the c ity .”

P o in tin g  to the no-discrim ina- 
t io n  record o f Local 90, the state­
m ent says:

“ Local 90 is interested on ly  in  
ge tting  wage increases and bet­
te r  w o rk in g  conditions fo r a ll 
Progress employees, Negro and 
white. Local 90 intends to secure 
these th ings by leg itim a te  union 
methods, regardless of any fake 
issues w h ich are smuggled in  by 
the boss.

“ Local 90 is proud of the fa d  
th a t i t  has never -practiced racia l 
d iscrim ination.; ith a t Negro work 
ers are among the best un ion mem 
bers and f i l l  leading un ion posi­
tions.”

D iscrim in a tion  against the Ne­
gro w orkers  a t Progress has been 
found, the statem ent continues, 
and i t  puts the blame fo r th is  
where i t  r ig h t fu lly  belongs.

"M r. Rosen is the pa rty  in  th is  
s itua tion  who is g u ilty ! M r. Ro 
sen, by h ir in g  Negroes- fo r the 
d ir tie s t and m ost dangerous w o rk ; 
by paying them the lowest wages, 
by ta k in g  advantage of th e ir  hun­
ger, unem ploym ent and m isery to 
in c ite  them against un ion men 
and women; by f ir in g  them as he 

: sure ly  w ill a fte r he has used them 
is g u ilty  of d isc rim in a tio n  againsi 
Negroes. M r. Rosen, i t  is clear, is 
interested in  any group o f work 
ers w h ile  the s tr ik e  is on. o n f 
to the  exten t th a t th e y  w i l l  help 
him keep down wages by scab­
b ing .”

Plans a re  being made by the 
In ter-R acia l C iv ic  Association t< 
lend add itiona l a id  to the striker? 
and to fu r th e r arouse the Negro 
com m unity against the menace to 
Negro r ig h ts  wh ich the company 
represents in  th is  s trike .

color of the flock is becoming so 
b rig h t and sh in ing  tha t even the 
blackness of the black is re la tiv ­
ely gray. Cleveland, F lin t,  P h ila ­
delphia, P ittsburgh. Rochester 
and San Francisco, a ll of which 
have been labo ring  under the bu r­
den or an old debt inheritance, 
have been doing nobly in  a con­
scientious e f fo r t  to  c lear th e ir  
records. But w hat abo^it Ind iana­
polis, M ilwaukee, New Haven, Ta­
coma, Texas and Toledo who are 
tread ing p re tty  close to the dan­
ger line?

Quiet New Haven Scene 
Of A Real Strike Wave

The picket line  o f the 22.000 members o f the In te rn a tio n a l W oodworkers (C IO ) now on 
s tr ik e  th roughout the N orthw est lum ber area run s  fro m  the tim be r line  r ig h t  down to the break­
w aters. Here s tr ike rs  a re  p icketing  by boat.

N E W  H A V E N . May 19th—'This; 
c ity  of elms and Yale College was 

I t iie  scene th is  week of a h u r r i­
cane of labor m ilitancy  never be­
fore seen in  its  h is to ry . P ra c ti­
ca lly  a ll .of the big shops were 
affected, a ll inside of one week.

W inchester Repeating A rm s : 
T h is  factory, m aking Garand r i f ­
les and a ll sorts o f m unitions, 
employs 10,000 workers. Almost 
every workingclass fam ily  in  the 
c ity  is d ire c tly  o r in d ire c tly  af- 

| focted by W inchester's. D u ring  
the week sporadic s trikes took 
place in  the m achine shop, the 
cartridge , rad ia tors, loading, and 
fin ish ing  departments, in  the ca r­
tridge departm ent, there was a 
b rie f sit-down.

T iie  management, panic-stricken, 
hastened to give a 10% wage in ­
crease, and a t th is  w r it in g  the 
men have gone hack lo  work.

Story False That CIO Men 
Agreed To 60-Hour Week
Ford Instrument Workers Declare N. Y. Times Report That 
They Agreed To 60-Hour Week, No Vacations, Is A Phoney

P rom inen tly  displayed a t the 
top of the fro n t page o f the Sun­
day, M ay 18, N. Y. Times, there 
appeared a headline:

“ CIO  In s tru m e n t M akers O ffe r 
To W o rk  60-Hour Week 

fo r  N a vy ”
The s to ry  alleged tha t the w ork­

ers a t the Sperry Corporat:on!s 
Ford Ins trum e n t Company, Long 
Is land C ity , had in form ed the 
management th a t they were 
agreed to work a s ix ty  hour week 
and also to forego th e ir  regular 
two-weelcs vacation “ in  the in te r­
est of na tiona l defense.”

On May 24, at the bottom of 
page 10 o f the New Y o rk  Times, 
there appeared a sm all item  w ith  
the headline:

“ CIO  W orkers  a t S perry U n it 
Refuse Plea To .Yield Vacations 

and Speed U p  Defense”
T h is s to ry  reported tha t the 

members of Local 425, United E l­
ectrica l, Radio and Machine W ork­
ers (C IO ), had voted down thé 
Ford ■ Ins trum e n t Co. manage­
m ent’s proposal fo r a 60-hour 
week and no vacations. I t  quoted 
a fo rm a l statem ent o f the local’s 
executive board as fo llows: 

“ A f te r  a free  and fu l l  discus­
sion a dem ocratic vote was 
taken th a t resulted in  approx­
im a te ly  95 per cent o f the 
m em bership vo tin g  down the 
proposal o f the management, 
and the  memh<>rship insisted 
upon re ta in in g  th e ir vocations 
in  order to  safeguard th e ir 
health .”

W H A T  T H E  T IM E S  ‘FORGOT’
No reference was made in th is 

second Times s to ry  to its  p re v i­
ous false account on May 18.

And nowhere - i n  the seoond 
Times s to ry  was there an ind ica ­
tion  th a t the fo rm al statement 
o f Local 425, w h ich i t  so b rie fly  
quoted was in  re a lity  a p ro test to 
the Tim es and the o ther m étro­
politain newspapers ring them 
w ith  w r it in g  “ un tru ths  and m is­
statements w h ich  are d - ’ ■'mental 
to the best in te res t of Lo al 425, 
U E R M W A .”

And in  the May 24 T ir  °s a r­
tic le , there was le f t  out the firs t 
sentence from  the paragraph 
quoted from  the un ion's state­
ment.' -

T h is  sentence read:
“ A t  the m eeting o f the Local, 

W H IC H  W A S  H E L D  M A Y  13. 
the proposal o f the manage­
m ent was placed before the 
membership to  the e ffec t th a t 
the  w orkers should re linquish, 
th e ir  vacations.”
Thus a ll m ention of the date on 

w h ich th is  mem hers hip meeting 
had voted against g iv 'n g  up the 
vacation was excluded from  the 
Tim es' story, an unusual “ over­
s igh t”  fo r the Times, w h ich boasts' 
of its  m eticulous jou rna lism .

W hy?
Because th is  m eeting had oc­

curred five days before the fake 
s to ry  o f M ay 18 about the 1500 
Ford In s tru m e n t w orkers ac­
cepting (he company’s propos­
als ! To have mentioned the date 
o f th is  m eeting would have re ­
vealed tha t-the  T IM E S , bearing 
on its  masthead the slogan, 
“ A ll the News T h a t’s F it  To 
P r in t,”  had perpetra ted an 
an ti- la bo r fraud .

W hat was t iie  game of the 
Times and the other papers?

P RESS URE ON W O R KER S
I t  was fin  a ttem pt to high-pres­

sure and cudgel the Ford in s tru ­
m ent workers in to  revers ing th e ir  
stand. I t  was thought tha t by g iv ­
in g  nation-w ide p u b lic ity  to the 
“ p a trio tic  sacrifices”  w h ich  these 
workers were alleged to have 
agreed to, tha t the workers would 
not dare to repudiate the story.

W hen the faked Times story 
appeared, a ll the other New Y ork 
papers seized on it ,  and played 
i t  up big.

The New Y ork Post, May 19, 
crowed e d ito r ia lly :

“ T h is  is w hat we have meant, 
we who have spoken so often of 
the -need fo r  securing the vo lun­
ta ry  cooperation of labor in  our 
cris is .”

A  D E L IB E R A T E  F A K E
T his  piece of jo u rn a lis tic  s k u l­

duggery was connived between the 
Times and one of the Local 425 
officers, a reactionary by the name 
of F ra n k  Craig.

Craig, whose e ffo rts  to force the 
w orkers to get “ 100 per cent be­
h ind  the defense e ffo r t”  had been
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repudiated by a 95 per cent vote 
of the loca l’s membership, gave 
a statem ent to the Tim es on May 
18 th a t he “ had cancelled his own 
vacation plans and lie expressed 
confidence tha t 85 -per oent of his 
fe llows would fo llow  s u it.”

A lthough know ing fu ll w e ll of 
the action taken by the workers 
five-days before, the Times cooked 
up its  own false version o f the 
s itua tion  basing itse lf on Craig's 
statement.

C A R E Y  B E H IN D  IT
C ra ig  is a fo llow er of the pro­

w ar fac tio n  of the un ion ’s in te r­
na tiona l leadership, headed by Ja­
mes B. Carey, the in te rn a tio n a l’s 
president. Carey has been attem pt 
in g  to fom ent a red-ba iting drive 
in  the un ion against the union 
m ilita n ts . Carey is  the sponsor of 
a reso lu tion to bar “ Communists. 
Nazis and members of other sub 
versive groups" from  ho ld ing un­
ion offide, a reso lu tidn w h ich  was 
Rejected by a m a jo r f t y ^ f  in ­
te rna tiona l executive board a t a 
m eeting las t March.

A t  the M ay 13 m eeting of Lo 
cal 425, Carey’s reso lu tion, war 
in troduced and shoved over just 
before the management’s proposal 
was discussed. T h is  was to pm 
the members in the  proper “ p a tr i­
o tic ”  mood to accept the.eom pa 
ny ’s demands. F ortuna te ly , til« 
w orkers’ pa trio tism  d idn ’t  extend 
to w o rk in g  themselves to death 
fo r the pro fits  of the company. 
They voted the Craig-company 
proposal down.

PRESS B U R IE S  STORY
In  add ition , membership meet­

ings o f the p la n t’s fo u r  sh ifts  o r 
May 22 overw helm ing ly endorsed 
a statem ent, drafted by the local's 
executive board, w h ich denounced 
the f irs t Times story.

T h is  statem ent Was issued tc 
a ll «the N ew Y ork  papers the next 
day, w ith  a request th a t i t  be 
p rin ted  in  fu ll to counteract the 
damaging effects of the false story. 
The d a ily  press buried the un ion ’s 
statem ent alm ost completely, not 
one paper rep o rtin g  more th a r 
the fa c t th a t the un ion had voted 
against g iv in g  up vacations.

The union statem ent po in ts out 
not on ly  th a t the w orkers voted 
down the proposal to give up th e ir  
vacations, but also tha t Local 425 
had never agreed, as the Times 
assterted, to w ork  a 60 hour week 
The workers agreed on ly  to work 
overtim e a t overtim e pay.

“ The fact -of the m a tte r is,”  
says the statement, “ tha t the 
w orkers were w ill in g  to w ork a 
five day week, 10 hours a day. 
two sh ifts  per day, w ith - th e  un 
del-standing th a t every hour over 
e igh t hours is to be paid, at the 
rate of tim e  and one ha lf, and 
aiso an e igh t hour day on Satur­
day a t the rate of' tim e  and one 
ha lf, and the second s h ift  is to 
receive a 15 cent bonus over and 
above the day rate, besides the 
tim e and one h a lf fo r  a ll w ork 
done in  excess of e ight hours.

“ No agreement was reached as 
yet between the management and 
the un ion on the bonus question 
And th is  schedule is not in  effect 
as yet.”

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

There is s t i l l  p len ty  of grum b­
lin g  -— the w orkers in  many de­
partm ents, confident ,in v ic to ry , 
w an t 20%. w h ich  is l i t t le  enough 
since, before th is  week, wages 
were from  37c. .to 50c. an hour. 
A nd th is  figure represents a 5% 
increase won a few weeks ea rlie r 
resu ltin g  from  a group of fellows 
c ircu la tin g  a pe tition  asking a 
boost -in wages.

Sargents (hardware, locks, etc.), 
was h it  by a well-organized ran k  
and file sit-down s tr ik e  in  w h ich  
about 700 out o f 1500 workers 
took part. Result, 10% wage in ­
crease.

In  SaYgents, the  a b ility  o f 
w orkers to  im provise good tac­
t ic s  was c lea rly  seen. The 
movem ent s tarted  in  the  fou n ­
d ry , where the stoc-k is made. 
The fojundry men g o t the tru c k ­
ers (w ho b rin g  the stock to  a l l 
departm ents) to  spread the 
word, and so the s tr ik e  was 
very e ffec tive .
Wages were m iserably low  —  

a sk illed  m ach in is t who gave me 
the stony) showed me his t im e  
ticke ts  (they  use the  Bedaux sys­
tem) and h is  earnings —  he got 
42c. an hour base ra te ! Two weeks 
ago when I  saw him  lie was 
hopeless: “ The shop can 't be o r­
ganized, the fellows and g ir ls  are 
a fra id , too m any boss stooges” —• 
but today he is transform ed, aglow 
w ith  confidence and m ilitancy .

New Haven Cloak Shop: T-h® 
lead here was taken by a group 
of errand boys. Being inexperi­
enced, the y  made bu t l i t t le  at­
tem pt to get others out w ith  them, 
and alone they set up a p icket 
line  around the shop. They con­
tacted the CIO office around the 
corner on Grand Avenue and par­
aded w ith  a sign reading: “ L in ­
coln Freed the* Slaves —  How 
About Us?”  B y Tuesday, the man­
ager, W hitehead, got so w orried  
he took some of the boys o ff the 
p icket line  to h is home fo r d in ­
ner, and prom ised them a 10% 
increase i f  they would- forget about 
the CIO— they accepted th is  pro­
position. T h is  is not the end, as 
m any o ther clock shop workers 
are ta lk in g  organization.

H ig h  S tandard : The Foote St. 
p lan t o f f l i is  company, whose 
m qin p lan t on D ixw e ll Avenue is 
w o rk in g  on b ig  orders of m un i­
tions fo r  the B r it is h  Government, 
was closed yesterday when prac­
t ic a lly  a ll oi  the 100 workers 
walked out pro testing  the fir in g  
of one w o rke r who started the 
union ta lk .

Itockhestos: In  th is  company, 
m aking cables fo r the navy, the 
workers are a ll set to go out th is  
week unless th e ir  demands are 
granted.

P rac tica lly  none of th is  in fo rm ­
ation  can be seen in  the Register 
and Courier (boss papers both 
owned by m illio n a ire  Jackson who 
is t ry in g  to smash the Am erican 
Newspaper G uild local recently 
established in  liie  papers). I  got 
these facts d ire c tly  from  workers 
in the shops mentioned.

W H ER E TO BUY APPEAL  
IN  PITTSBURGH  

Hirsch’s Book Store, 1623 Cen­
ter Avenue

Rose Book Shop, 1332 - 5th 
Avenue

You can read the Appeal at: 
Barber Shop

426 E. Ohio St., North Side 
International Labor Lyceum 

805 James St., North Side

Get Next To Nature

W E S T  S ID E  B R A N C H

P I C N I C
Clover Lake Park

SUNDAY June 15

Meet 10 A .M . at B a tte ry  in 
T icke t Lobby o f S taten 

Is land F e rry

B oating  —  B a ll Games 
Refreshm ents

Food w ill be sold at P re-W ar 
Prices. A ny  p ro fits  to go 
to  the  SW P W ar Chest

NO ADMISSION 

Everybody Welcome
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U A W  Groups 
Try Strength A t  
Mich. Meeting
Auto Union Militants Show Strength, But 
Poor Stalinist Strategy Messes Things Up

C IO  Ford Rally

JACKSON, Mich.—The fourth annual convention of the 
Michigan Slate CIO Council, representing all CIO unions in the 
state, served as a dress rehearsal this week for the contending 
forces in the UAW who are preparing their lines of battle for 
the coming convention o f the auto workers in Buffalo.

The Reuther-Frankensteen resolution, which forbids “ com­
munists" to serve as officers of local unions or as international 
officers, was tested out at Jackson.

There was a bitter light on the issue. At one point the forces 
opposed to the resolution, made up the most m ilitant elements 
in  the union, had a c lear m a j­
ority in a tes t vote. B u t the S ta l­
in is ts , n o t satisfied to p u t the 
question to  vote when they were 
in  a position  to  w in , debated ad 
in fin itu m , f in a lly  disgusting; even 
th e ir  own supporters and by th e ir  
tactics a lien a tin g  m any votes.

The reso lu tion, a red -ba iting  
measure w h ich is in  re a lity  aimed 
a t a ll local un ion m ilita n ts  who 
dare to oppose the leadership, 
passed by about three to one.

F L IN T  VO TES A G A IN S T
However, the opposition was so 

severe tha t i t  w i l l  serve as w a rn ­
in g  to Reuther, Frankensteen and!
Thomas to step easy a t the B u f­
fa lo  convention. The en tire  F lin t 
delegation, a powerfu l force, vot 
ed against the  issue. These dele­
gates were not Com m unist Party 
members fo r  the most part, but 
sincere m ilita n ts  who oppose any 
Hom er M a r t in  w itch  h u n t tactics.

S T A N D  FO R NEGROES
O utstand ing progressive notes 

were sounded on the Negro ques­
tion . A fte r  several Negro leaders 
from  the auto un ion gave m il i ­
ta n t speeches, a reso lu tion  wa* 
passed unan im ously against dls 
c r im in a tio n  in  t lie  armed forces 
and w a rn in g  th a t a ll the ta lk  
about democracy does not go over 
w ith  the Negro who is J im  Crow 
ed in  th is  country ju s t as crue lly 
as the Jews are persecuted in 
Germany.

The convention- took no decisive 
stand on the question of po litica l 
action. The com m ittee brought 
no th in g  to the flo o r o f any conse­
quence, and reported so la te  in 
the proceedings th a t very few 
delegates were present to discuss 
the question. One m ilita n t from  
D e tro it demanded a State Labor 
P arty , and m et considerable ap­
plause from  the delegates present, 
bu t the convention fa iled to take 
action.

S P IR IT  OF O P T IM IS M
Over the whole convention, the 

F o rd  N LR B  v ic to ry  cast a great, 
s p ir it  o f op tim ism  and m ilitancy . 
W hen the Ford  delegates seated 
themselves on the stage and were 
in troduced there was a great ova­
tion .

The one N egro member o f 
the  U A W -C IO  ba rga in ing  com­
m ittee  a t Ford, Sheldon Tapps, 
o f the Foundry, was given a 
r is in g  ovation th a t lasted sev­
e ra l m inutes, in  a spontaneous 
tr ib u te  to  the N egro workers 
a t Ford  who have shown th e ir  
m e ttle  and have fo u g h t side by 
side w ith  the  w h ite  w orkers fo r  
unionism . H is  s h o rt and modest 
l i t t le  speech was given a g re a t­
er ova tion  than th a t o f any o f 
the b ig  names who spouted fo r  
an hour each.
M ichael W  id man, F ord  d irector, 

announced th a t there are now 60,- 
000 dues paying members at Ford. 
The  F o rd  workers- voted decisiv­
e ly  against the A F L , not, on ly at 
the Rouge p lant, hu t also at L in ­
coln. s

W idm an warned the Ford Mo­
to r  company th a t i f  i t  takes a 
s tr ik e  to get a contract, the UAW- 
CIO  is ready to  s tr ik e  Ford  again.

FO R B R ID G E S ’ D E F E N S E
The convention w ent on record 

in  support of H a rry  Bridges and 
demanded a cessation of the ac­
tio n  being taken to deport him . 
The delegates also dispatched a 
te legram  to M ayor LaG uard ia of 
New Y ork, dem anding th a t he 
deal w ith  the T ransport W orkers 
U n ion and cease his un ion-wreck­
in g  tactics in  the subway contro­
versy.

V O T E  A G A IN S T  CONVOYS
A  reso lu tion against the send­

in g  o f convoys to 'any be lligerent 
country, and demanding that 
Roosevelt keep the cou n try  out 
o f w ar, was passed.

The reso lu tion was not discuss 
ed a t great length, and was in 
general a re flec tion  o f the paci­
fism  of the delegates. N o th in g  w a s .

proposed, outside o f the Negro res­
o lu tion . to demand a union voice 
ir. m il ita ry  tra in in g .

REAL LEADERS LACKING
R. J. Thomas in  h-is speecli con 

tinned to develop in to  the k ind  of 
red-baiter tha t Hom er M a rtin  was 
a t the la tte r stage o f h is careen 
in  the un ion. He threatened to 
b rin g  certa in  people in  the union 
up on charges fo r ho ld ing  cau­
cuses.

The state convention of the CIO. 
a lthough i t  represented a great 
g row th  of the CIO in  M ichigan, 
w ith  about 400,000 members in  
the state now, also represented 
the lack of program  of the pres­
ent leadership.

None o f the  pressing problems 
were m et w ith  any k in d  of prac­
tica l program . The cu rre n t bar­
rage of an ti-labor leg is la tion  in 
state and federal governm ent was 
met w ith  an ine ffectua l proposal 
to send postcards In protest.

One delegate demanded tha t m i­
li ta n t  dem onstrations he held in 
Cadillac Square D e tro it, and the 
IM A  au d ito rium  in  F lin t,  and at 
the state house in  Lansing, to put 
some teeth in  the CIO opposition 
to the anti-un ion b ills , bu t his 
m otion was no t allowed to be put 
before the delegates.

LaGuardia Is Protecting 
Notorious Fascist Agent
Carlo Tresca, Anti-Fascist Italian Editor, Exposes LaGuardia's 
Close Relations With Fascist Publisher And Fascist Groups

50.000 members o f the U n ited A utom obile  W orke rs  (C IO ) as they packed Cadillac Square in  
D e tro it at the fina l CIO  ra lly  before the N L R B  e lection a t the Ford  M o to r Company. The Ford 
w orkers voted, on M ay 22, 70 per cent in. favo r o f  the CIO. T h is  tremendous election v ic to ry  
breached the las t an ti-un ion  b a rr ie r erected by H e n ry  Ford, a lthough th is  f in a l success was v ir ­
tu a lly  assured by the recent s tr ik e  which successfully shu t down the Ford  R iver Rouge p lan t fo r  
the f irs t  tim e in  38 years.

Naval Reserve Blames 
Union For No Recruits
Seafarers' Union Denies Interfering With Recruiting; Says 
Naval Reserve's Low Wages, Scab Conditions, Is Real Cause

Failure to recruit American 
merchant seamen into-the Naval 
Reserve because o f the low pay 
and non-union conditions, has 
led officials of' the Naval Re­
serve to attempt a smear of the 
Seafarers’ International Union 
(A FL), charging that a union

Frisco Strike . . .
(Continued fro m  page 1)

were reached; and ju s t as many 
sidled out of the p icke t lin e  and 
jo ined the marchers. The confu­
sion fe lt by union men, being led 
through p icket lines by un ion lead­
ers was exemplified by one group 
of seventy-five sh ip-fitte rs which 
went in to  the plant, held a cau­
cus, and walked out again. Then, 
outside, the group held another 
caucus, and w ent back in .”

M any others who went in  rus t­
led around nervously and came 
out soon a fte r. The secretary of 
the Oakland Ship Painters Local 
(A F L ) Went in to  the p lan t and 
called ou t f i f ty  o f h is members. 
Seven o f the eleven shipyards re­
mained closed and the ¡examiner 
stated th a t the s trikeb reak ing  
“ move contribu ted l i t t le  toward 
rev iva l o f strike-paralyzed sh ip­
bu ild in g  in  the San Francisco 
B ay area.”

E li O live r o f the OPM was “ dis­
appointed”  and went back to 
W ashington but H illm a n , o f 
course, congratu lated F rey ; and 
Charles Real, head o f the Oakland 
teamsters, gave orders to d rive  
supplies through the p icke t line.

A fte r  the firs t flush, o f bravado 
statements the sh ipb u ild in g  oper­
ators and th e ir  labor and govern­
ment. henchmen began to realize 
th a t i t  would be no easy m atter 
to break a s tr ik e  o f s tra teg ica lly  
located m achin ists. Said Joseph 
Moore, Jr., President o f Moore 
D rydock: “ W h ile  the m achinists 
represents on ly  10 per cent of the 
en tire  personnel, th a t figure 
should not be confused w ith  10 
per cent o f the w ork. It. w i l l  he 
im possible to operate w ith o u t the 
m achin ists.”

GOVERNMENT TRIES 
TERROR j

The governm ent is using an­
other m ethod: te rro rize  tile  s t r ik ­
ers back to w ork. W hat else was 
the use o f navy trucks, navy sa il­
ors and m arines to convoy, finks 
th rough the p icket line?

I t  was fo llow ing  the fa ilu re  of 
th is  move, w h ich  called fo rth  con­
dem nation by the Alameda and 
San Francisco CIO Councils along 
w ith  the longshoremen and the 
M arine Cooks and Stewards, tha t 
A d m ira l Land threatened to use 
U. S. governm ent forces to break 
the s tr ike . B u t he was obviously 
ge tting  a l i t t le  too rough as can 
be seen from  the protest h is  state­
ment called fo r th  from  F rey ’s bud­
dy, B il l  Green who squawked:

"Such an action in  m y judgem ent 
would defeat its  very purpose. 1 
could not and would not approve 
such a po licy .”

No comment on Land ’s th re a t 
o r on the s tr ik e  has ye t been 
heard from  P h ilip  M u rra y  o r 
John L . Lew is.
The con tinuation  o f the s tr ik e  

is s low ly b ring ing  to lig h t the be­
hind-the-scenes dealings tha t put 
over the ‘‘m aster con tract”  which 
sacrificed double-time pay fo r ov­
ertim e:

1. The position  o f Bethlehem 
Steel: Here is the bone tha t sticks 
in  the throa ts of those who ho lie r 
“ ou tlaw  s tr ik e ,”  “ sabotage of na­
tion a l defense," “ defiance of the 
governm ent.”  F rey  has made no 
attem pts to go th rough the picket 
line  a t the Bethlehem yard, on 
the con tra ry  he is opportun is tic ­
a lly  try in g  to u tilize  the so-called 
outlaw  s tr ik e  to negotiate an 
agreement w ith  Bethlehem. W hy? 
Because Bethlehem, em ploying 
h a lf the men in  the indus try , cjid 
no t pa rtic ipa te  in  the “ master 
con tract”  negotiations and did not 
s ign ! Yet no one screamed “ sab­
otage”  o r “ ou tlaw ”  a t Bethlehem, 
no one threatened to use U. S. 
troops to make i t  sign. The ma­
ch in is ts  prope rly  comment in  a 
newspaper ad:

“ O bviously th is  is  a M aster 
C on trac t fo r  labor on ly and no t 
fo r  in d u s try .”
Bethlehem gets no reproach fo r 

w anting  to sign up today w ith o u t 
the closed Bhop provis ions of the 
Master Contract. Obviously on ly 
the w orkers m ust make the sacri­
fices.

2. The governm ent saw in  
the M aster C ontract a preced­
en t to  beat down wages: The 
Pacific Coast M eta l Trades 
D epartm ent in a paid news­
paper' ad answ ering the mach­
in is ts  reveals th a t “ the  Gov­
ernm ent was a con tro lling  
p a rty  to  the agreem ent.”  A nd 
th a t the “ governm ent de fin ite ­
ly  in fo rm ed the (n e g o tia tin g ) 
conference on thé m a tte r o f 
paym ent fo r  overtim e and the 
m in im um  ra te  set fo r  sk illed  
w o rkm e n . . . ”
I t  states:
“ Before the agreement had been 

subm itted to the membership of 
the unions involved. Labor and 
Management had insisted on a 
statem ent from  the Government.”  
Needless to say they received the 
fo llow ing  telegram  from  Knox,

representative instructed crew 
members of the S. S. Delargen- 
tina at New Orleans “ riot to 
talk to anyone about lh%Naval
Reserve.”

A. W. Armstrong, SIU agent 
at New Orleans, condemned as 
untrue the story told by Cap­
tain John Shafroth, director of 
the Naval Reserve Division of 
the Bureau o f N av iga tion , who 
alleged. M ay 19, before the House 
'Nava l' A f fa ir s  Com m ittee, "that 
when a re c ru it in g  p a r ty  boarded 
the D e la rgen tina  on M ay 1, the 
S IU  ship 's representative tr ie d  to 
prevent the seamen fro m  ta lk in g  
to the re c ru it in g  officers.

C apta in  S ha fro th  im p lied  f u r ­
the r th a t “ German sym path ize rs”  
were involved, by  a lleg in g  th a t a 
search o f the  ship had revealed 
three swastikas pa in ted in  the 
sh ip ’s storerooms.

U N IO N  G IV E S  FAC TS 
A rm s tro n g ’s le tte r, released to 

the press M ay 19, declared: 
“ There has, a t no tim e, been 

any delegate o f the Seafarers’ 
In te rn a tio n a l U n ion, in te r fe r ­
in g  w ith  any o ffice r o f the navy 
aboard any vessel. I f  the mem­
bers o f the crew ask the dele­
gates w hat to  ,do, they are to ld 
th a t i t  is s tr ic t ly  up to  the men 
themselves. L ieu tenan t B land 
(N a va l Reserve re c ru it in g  o f­
fice r) asked the A c tin g  A gen t 
i f  he had any objections to  h is  
in te rv ie w in g  the members o f 
the crew (o f the D e la rgen tina ). 
He was to ld  th a t was between 
him  and the men.
“ A t  the tim e  o f pay ing  o ff,  the

Land, Knudsen and . . . M r. H i l l ­
m an:

“ N avy and M a ritim e  Com­
m ission cannot approve double 
tim e  fo r  ove rtim e except on 
Sundays and holidays.”

T H E  B IG  Q U E S T IO N
3. The b ig  question th a t s t i l l  

hasn’t  found expression even from  
the s tr ik in g  unions is th is : “ W hy 
doesn’t the governm ent take over 
the shipyards, e lim inate  the huge 
pro fits  of the cap ita lis ts, operate 
them  under w orkers ’ con tro l and

L ieu tenan t sat w ith  com pany o f 
fic ia ls  and in te rv iew ed each man 
personally.”

W H A T ’S B E H IN D  IT
The un ion rep resen ta tive ’s le t­

te r then po ints ou t th e  rea l rea­
sons fo r  fa ilu re  o f the  N ava l Re­
serve to re c ru it  union seamen: 

“ The N ava l Reserve can 
blame the wage-scale offered 
fo r  the lack o f recru its . I t  took 
seven long years to  raise the 
seamen’s wages to  the  A m e ri­
can standard e x is ting  a t p re­
sent. B y jo in in g  the  N ava l Re­
serve the seamen would re lin q ­
uish the gains they have made 
du rin g  the la s t seven years.

“ To compare ju s t  a few , an ap­
prentice seaman under the Re­
serve earns $21.00 per m o n th ; 
under the U nion, $50.00. A  sec­
ond class seaman under the Re­
serve earns $36.00 per m on th ; 
under the  U n ion, $77.50. A  f irs t  
class seaman under the  N aval 
Reserve earns $54.50 per m onth ; 
under the U nion, fro m  $90.00 to 
$107.50. The U n ion figures quoted 
herein do n o t include overtim e 
earned by U n ion  members, which 
is not obtainable in  the N a va l 
Reserve.”

C aptain S ha fro th ’s a llegations 
were tim ed  to  im m edia te ly  p re ­
cede the announcement by re ­
ac tio na ry  Congressman Vinson: 
au tho r o f the in fam ous “ cooling 
o f f ”  U n ion  B i l l  and cha irm an o f 
the House N ava l A f fa ir s  Com­
m ittee , th a t he would in troduce 
leg is la tion  m aking  i t  u n la w fu l to  
in te rfe re  w ith  re c ru it in g  fo r  the 
N avy in  tim e  o f peace. U nder th is  
b ill, the expression o f a n ti-w a r 
sen tim ent by  seamen, even in 
peace-time, could be construed to 
be in te rfe rence  w ith  nava l re ­
c ru itm e n t.

The N ava l A f fa ir s  Com m ittee 
. announced i t  w ou ld  subpoena the 
D e largen fina  crew members when 
the sh ip  returns- fro m  South 
Am erica.

The New  Y o rk  T imes, M ay 19, 
reported th a t the pending “ in ­
vestiga tion ”  w i l l  be undertaken 
in “ an e f f o r t . . .  to  discover w hy 
few e r than 1,000 ou t o f the 
50,000 A m erican seamen havethereby be enabled to pay not 

on ly  double tim e bu t probably ■ jo ined the N ava l Reserve.”
even double wages out of the pro­
fits  now made by these cap ita l­
ists?”

Governor Olson issued a state­
ment favo ring  governm ent operas 
tion  of the shipyards fo r  the "em er­
gency.”  B ut th is  proposal is  ob­
v ious ly  ju s t a means o f keeping 
the w orkers on the job a t any 
wage offered ju s t as government 
operation of the ra ilroads was 
d u rin g  the war.

E lim in a tio n  o f the profiteers, 
con tro l by the  w o rke rs ! There 
is the answer th a t sooner or 
la te r m ust come ou t o f the 
ranks o f the sh ipyard  workers 
in  answer to  the  fin k in g  o f 
p h o n e y  labo r leaders and 
s tr ikeb rea k ing  by the govern­
ment.

T h is  discloses the rea l rub. 
Conditions in  the N ava l Re­
serve are so bad, th a t the gov­
ernm ent hasn’t  been able to in ­
duce tw o  per cent o f th e  sea­
men to  v o lu n ta r ily  jo in  up. The 
governm ent is p repa ring  to 
take m ore d ras tic  and com pul­
sory measures to  reg im en t the 
seamen in to  the nava l forces.
The Seafarers’ Log, A tla n tic  

and G u lf D is tr ic t  o ffic ia l paper of 
t h e  Seafarers’ In te rn a tio n a l 
U nion, stated e d ito r ia lly  on M ay 
22:

“ The remedy lies no t in  V in ­
son’s w itch  hunts, bu t in  b r in g ­
in g  wages and conditions in  the 
N ava l Reserve on a par w ith  
the U n ion  standards establish­
ed in  the  M erchan t M a rin e !”

Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, now head of ilirce national gov- $ 
ornmenl “ defense”  agencies, has been cooperating w ith Generoso 
Pope, one of the most influential agents -of Mussolini in the 
United States.

The details of LaGuardia’s friendly relations with Pope are 
published by Carlo Tresca, editor of I I  Martello, leading anti­
fascist Italian publication in America, in his issue of May 14.

■ Pope is publisher of the Italian-American newspapers, I I  
Progresso and / /  Corriere.

. .Pope’s newspapers are described by Tresca as “ the main 
source of fascist propaganda in
the U n ited States.”

L A G U A R D IA  PROTECTS H IM
LaG uard ia  recen tly  w h itew ash­

ed Pope as a “ defender of democ­
racy”  by p lacing th is  fascist on 
the “ I  Am  A n Am erican Day" 
committee. T ha t happened, accord­
ing to Tresca, “ ju s t when the' 
State Departm ent was sc ru tin iz ­
ing  the a c tiv itie s  o f the fascists, 
in  the United States and Genei-oso- 
Pope was being p u t on the spot 
as a fascist leader.”

Tresca charges LaG uard ia  w ith  
deliberate e ffo rts  to protect Pope, 
despite the fac t th a t the Mayor: 
knows h is fascist ac tiv ities . 
'S pe ak in g  o f Pope’s recent in v i­

ta tion  from  LaG uardia, Tresca 
says:

“ Pope has made the most of it .  
He has used the in v ita tio n  as evi­
dence o f the fact th a t he is an 
Am erican.

“ He is not.
“ He is, and he is proud o f it, 

a fasc is t to  the core and L a ­
G uardia knows it . ”

L A G U A R D IA ’S O LD P A L
Going in to  the background of 

LaG uard ia ’s present re la tions 
w ith  Pope, Tresca w rites:'

"D u r in g  the fascist aggression 
against E th iop ia , the same fasc­
is t organization, th a t now is put 
under the ban of the State Depart­
ment, d id  collect money, p len ty 
of it ,  golden rings  and a ll sort 
of th ings, to give M usso lin i aid 
and com fort.

“ And, a b ig  ra lly  was then, 
in  1936, staged at the same 
M adison Square Garden, by the 
fascists, under the d ic ta tion  and 
supervision o f the Consul Gen­
era l V ecch io tti.

“ M ayo r F io re llo  LaG uard ia 
was one o f the speakers. Op 
the p la tfo rm  he was w a rm ly  
greeted by Generoso Pope, one 
o f the most in flu e n tia l agents 
o f M usso lin i in  the U n ited  
States.”

L A G U A R D IA  L IE D  FOR H IM
LaG uard ia ’s friend liness to Pope 

lias gone so fa r in  the past as to 
lead the M ayor to doctor a police 
memorandum on fascist ac tiv ities , 
s t r ik in g  out a l l references to Pope 
before the memorandum .was is ­
sued.

Tresca te lls  of th is  in  de ta il, as 
fo llows:

“ On June 14, 1940 the New York 
Times, under the. t it le  ‘ Ita lia n  
Consulate Charged W ith  P lo t —  
Police documents rep o rt offic ia l 
guidance o f fascist propaganda 
here,’ stated: 'The Ita lia n  Consul­
ate General in  New Y ork , w o rk ing  

¡under orders from  M ussolin i ac­
cord ing to documents disclosed

yesterday, is seeking to promote 
fascism in  th is  country. Police 
Commissioner Va len tine  d is tr ib u t­
ed yesterday m orn ing  copies of 
a tw enty-five page m imeographed 
confidentia l memorandum to the 
borough commanders and inspect­
ors o f c r im in a l a lien , sabotage 
and bomb squads.

“• ‘The memorandum gave in  de­
ta il the resu lt of a leng thy invest­
iga tion  in to  fascist ac tiv itie s  car­
ried- on in  th is  c ity  and else­
where.’ "

Tresca continues:- “ The idea 
was conveyed tha t the local police 
under the d ilig e n t guidance of the 
M ayor and Commissioner Valen­
tine , had done the job.

“ The job, instead, was done 
by a lone an-ti-fascist in ves tiga ­
to r, and the re p o rt g iven out 
by Com m issioner Valentine, as 
a f r u i t  o f long and serious 
w o rk  o f the police, was w ritte n  
by the lone a n ti-fa sc is t in ves t­
ig a to r known to  me.
“ The Times, June 1.4, 1940, con 

eluded: ‘The memorandum quotes 
from  rad io  broadcasts in  which 
the speakers lauded the fascist 
cause aqd its  leaders. I t  gives na­
mes and publications in  th is  c ity  
th a t sponsor the fascist movement 
and t r y  to set one rac ia l group 
against another.' ”

W H A T  W A S  L E F T  O U T 
Tresca then relates what the me­

m orandum  did no t contain, be­
cause i t  had been doctored in  ad­
vance by LaG uardia.

“ The tru th  is th a t the memor­
andum was pu t. in  the bauds o! 
M ayor LaGuard-ia, before i t  war 
given to Commissioner Valentine 
fp r  pub lica tion , and was doctored 
by LaG uardia h im self.

“ M r. LaG uard ia  took pains 
to  s tr ik e  ou t from  the memo­
randum any reference to Gen­
eroso Pope and his newspapers, 
I L  PROGRESSO and IL  COR­
R IE R E . M r. Pope was des­
cribed as a fasc is t a c tiv is t and 
lvis publications as the  m ain 
source o f fasc is t propaganda in 
the U n ited  States.

“ LaG uard ia ordered a ll re fe r­
ences to  Pope to  be s tricken  
out. I  know o f a t least five re f ­
erences to  Pope in  the memo­
randum  th a t were taken out.”  
Tresca’s evidence is unimpeach­

able. LaG uard ia is  cooperating 
w ith  and pro tecting  a leading 
fascist agent in  the U n ited States.

Is  LaG uard ia  h im se lf an agent 
o f  M usso lin i ?

L A G U A R D IA ’S “ D E M O C R A C Y ”
A bso lu te ly  not. He is a 100 per 

cent loya l supporter of the de­
fense of Am erican cap ita l in ter-

Mayor LaGuardia's 
New Post Defined 
By N. Y. Times

.. , V

President Roosevelt has ju s t 
appointed M ayor LaG uard ia 
head o f the O ffice o f C iv ilia n  
Defense. I f ,  ju s t  a fte r  th a t 
happened, we rad ica ls s tarted  
to w a rn  th a t LaG uard ia  would 
use th a t post, fo r  s tr ikeb rea k ­
in g  purposes, we’d sound like  
crackpots to  a lo t  o f people. 
So we won’t  do it .  W e’ l l  ju s t 
quote the M ay 24 New Y o rk  
T  I  M E  S ( “ Topics o f the 
T im es,”  w r itte n  by its  ch ie f 
ed ito ria l w r i te r ) :

“ Suppose, fo r  example, th a t 
M r. M ichael Q u ill and the 
T ransp o rt W orkers  U n ion ju s ­
t i f y  th e ir  opponents’ w o rs t 
fears by launching a b ig  
s tr ik e  and ty in g  up transp o r­
ta tio n  and pa ra lyz in g  the life  
o f the c ity . In  th a t case no th ­
ing- would be s im p le r than fo r  
M r. L a  Guardia, as head o f 
c iv ilia n  defense, im m edia te ly  
to  ou tlaw  the s tr ik e  and order 
the men back to  w o rk  by v ir ­
tue o f powers which he cannot 
invoke as mere M ayor o f New 
Y o rk . A t  least once in the h is ­
to ry  o f F rance a serious r a i l­
road s tr ik e  was handled by a 
P rem ier sum m oning the  s t r ik ­
ers to  the colors and opera ting  
the ra ilw a ys  as p a r t  o f the  
na tiona l defense. I t  was done 
more than th ir ty  years ago by 
A r is tid e  B riand , who came to  
power as a rad ica l.”

ests. He is fo r war against the 
A x is  powers.

LaG uard ia  isn ’t fo r th a t w ar be­
cause he is against fascism as a 
system. He is sym pathetic to the 
idea o f fascism, as represented 
by Pope, or so long as M usso lin i 
attacks E th io p ia  and no t any te r­
r i to r y  in  w h ich  Am erican im per­
ia lism  is interested.

LaG uard ia is also an opportun­
is t cap ita lis t p o litic ia n . Pope un­
doubtedly has w e ight among a cer­
ta in  section o f the large Ita lia n  
popu la tion  in  New Y ork  C ity . La­
G uardia figures th a t a few thou­
sand more votes w i l l  always come 
in  handy, even i f  they® do come 
from  pro-fascist sources.

LaG uard ia  has no p rinc ip led  op­
position to fascism. He represents 
the k in d  o f po litic ian s  who are 
backing the w a r fo r  “ democracy.”

In Los Angeles
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Lazerus Candy S tore 2109 
B rook lyn  Ave.
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Memorial Day—1937

T h is  is w hat happened fo u r years ago on M em o ria l Day. On M ay 30, 1937, d u rin g  the L it t le  
Steel S trike , hundreds o f Chicago police fired po in t-b lan k  in to  a peaceful colum n o f several hun­
dred s trike rs , th e ir  w ives and children, who were m arch ing to  p icket the p lan t o f the Republic 
Steel Corpora tion . Ten unarmed s tr ik e rs  were s laughtered, shot in  the back or clubbed to  death. 
Old men, mothers, l i t t le  kids were m ercilessly beaten down w ith  r io t  s ticks and revo lver bu tts . T h is  

Was the way the Dem ocratic P a rty  machine o f Chicago, Roosevelt’s po litica l henchmen, helped smash 
the L it t le  Steel S trike . T h is  year the m agnificen t  s tr ik e  v ic to ry  a t Bethlehem Steel and the r is in g  
tide  o f unionism  th roughou t the res t o f L i t t le  S teel have begun to pay back the bosses fo r  the 
M em oria l Day Massacre.
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YCL Member Describes In te rna l 
L ife  Of S ta lin ist Youth Group

Inequality Of Sacrifice 
For Arms Program Is 
Bewailed By N.Y. Times

Political Level Low; Ranks Terrorized 
By Bureaucracy, Discussion Is Taboo, 
Leaders Haunted By Fear Of Trotskyism

B y A R T  P R EIS
From a once m ilitant revolutionary, youth organization, 

the Young Communist League has degenerated into a politically- 
ignorant body dominated by a clique of careerists zealously 
im itating all the bureaucratic vices of their elders of the Com­
munist Party.

A ll freedom of expression has long since been smothered. The 
members are kept in ignorance of even the simplest Marxist 
concepts. They arc held in line by a system of terrorism which 
has ail the aspects of GPU methods.

The YCL leadership is hag-ridden with fear of Trotskyism, 
against which they warn night and day. They find Trotskyism

A  Big Headache For LaGuardia

P a rt o f the ove rflow  crowd o f 20,000 worke rs who packed Madison Square Garden a t the 
ra l ly  o f the T ransp o rt W orkers  U n ion (C IO ) in  support o f the New Y o rk  C ity  subway w o rk ­
ers’ f ig h t fo r  renewal o f th e ir  union contracts o n the c ity-owned subway, systems. C h ief speaker 
a t the ra l ly  was CIO President, P h ilip  M u rra y . 22, 000 o ther workers were turned away fro m  the 
ra lly  because the ha ll wasn’t  b ig  enough.

in  t ile  s lightest in flec tio n  ot the 
voice, the most innocent question. 
They hunt fo r i t  in  a word, a ges­
ture . Each member is encouraged 
to  spy on the others, to find in  
the most far-fetched symptoms 
the signs of the T ro tsky is t "d is ­
ease.”

Such is the p ic tu re  of the YCI. 
g iven to me th is  week by a YCL 
member who has become a T ro t­
sky is t. A lthough s t i l l  in  his early 
twenties, th is  Y C L’er is a veteran 
o f the S ta lin is t movement, hav­
in g  la te ra lly  “ grown up" in  it. 
s ta rt in g  his a c tiv ity  at the age of 
9 as a Young Pioneer.

T E L L S  STORY OF T H E  
Y C L ’S D E G E N E R A T IO N

“ Back in  the early T h irt ie s  the 
YC L was a rea lly  m ilita n t organ­
iza tion . We were in the th ic k  of 
the  class struggle, in  hunger de­
m onstrations, leading ren t strikes, 
h a lt in g  evictions.

“ Look ing  back on i t  now. I 
Tealize th a t even then we had no 
basic freedom of discussion on 
p o lit ic a l questions, but at least 
w ith in  the fram ew ork of the pol­
it ic a l line  handed down to us we 
were perm itted a certa in  la titude  
to  elaborate ideas and enlarge on 
policies.

“ Then came the period o f the 
‘People's .Front.’ I t  was slipped 
over on us l i t t le  by litt le , s ta rt­
in g  w ith  the Franco-Soviet pact 
in  1934. The change o f line  to 
co llabora tion w ith  the bourgeois 
democrats was presented firs t as 
a ‘strugg le against sectarianism .’ 

“ We were then told tha t we had 
to  adopt a ‘new approach to the 
social-fascists.’ We were to become 
more fr ie n d ly  to the Socialists and 
trade un ion ists. Then we were told 
th a t we had to press fo r the U n it­
ed F ro n t w ith  the ‘social fascists.’ 
A nd fina lly , they sprang the Peo­
ple ’s F ron t, u n ity  w ith  the bour­
geois democrats against the fasc­
ists.

“ There was no discussion o r 
vote over th is  change o f line. 
B y  th is  tim e  the Y C L  had 
learned to  accept whatever the 
leaders said. N o t a ll o f us ac­
cepted the ’ new line  w ithou t 
m isg iv ings . T h a t’s wheh I  got 
m y f ir s t  suspicions, back, in  ’36 
and ’37, th a t som eth ing was 
w rong .

W O E  TO TH O S E
W H O  A S K E D  Q U E S T IO N S !

,“ B u t whenever any a ttem pt at 
a rg u ing  o r questioning the line  
was made, YCL big-shots were

sent to the meetings. Those whe 
questioned the line  were expelle' 
as T ro tsky is ts . The rest wen' 
along.

“ D u rin g  th is  period, the en­
t ire  com position o f the Y C L  
changed. M any o f the m ilita n ts  
and older members dropped out 
o r were expelled. The Y C L  was 
flooded w ith  raw  elements who 
had no p o lit ic a l knowledge and 
no conception o f the  class 
s trugg le . In  fa c t anyone could 
jo in , regardless o f w ha t posi­
tion  he held, so long as he was 
opposed to  T ro tsky ism . T h a t | 
became the one position you 
were held down to.
“ A ll the old m ilita n t,  re vo lu tion ­

a ry  a ttitudes were wiped out,. We 
became ’20th Century Am ericans.’ 
We were restric ted  to the most 
namby-pamby type of ac tiv ities , 
being constantly  impressed w ith  
the idea tha t we had to be ‘ res­
pectable’ so as pot to lose our 
middle-class friends and sympa­
th izers.”

W hy did you stay on in  the 
S ta lin is t movement so long, when 
you were becom ingtaware o f its  
p o lit ic a l degeneration? I asked 
the ex-YCL’er.

H E  HO PED T H E  Y C L  
W O U LD  S T R A IG H T E N  O UT

“ My whole life  was in  the move­
ment. I t  was the on ly  life  I  knew.
I  lived in  hopes tha t th is  was 
on ly a tem porary th ing . I  deluded 
myself, like  many others, tha t we 
would soon go back to a revo lu­
tion a ry  line, tha t th is  was ju s t 
a tem porary maneuver.

‘‘I t  was du rin g  th is  period that 
the strugg le against T ro tsky ism  
rose to a very h igh pitch. There 
were constant expulsions. T ro t­
skyism  was presented as any 
number of th in gs ; ‘associating 
w ith  the w rong  people,’ was T ro t­
skyism , etc., etc.

“ The g r e a t e s t  opposition 
arose in  th is  period— no t much 
o f an opposition, I ’l l  adm it—  
bu t the m ost there  ever was. 
over the clause which was pu t 
in  the Y C L  con s titu tion  in  1937 
fo rb idd ing  Y C L  members to  
have any re la tions o f any kind 
w ith  ‘T ro tsky ites  and o ther 
counter-revo lu tionaries.’

“ I  learned th a t one-th ird  o f 
the delegates a t t'he Y C L  con­
vention had voted against th is .”  
B u t i t  was pu t over anyhow 

w ith  the assurance tha t i t  would 
be applied in  on ly  a very  broad 
sense. There was a lo t of resent-

m ent among the rank-and-file 
about th is  clause. B ut i t  was not 
openly expressed.

“ The greatest shock came to 
some of us when an o ffic ia l de­
c la ra tion  came out in fo rm ing  ps 
th a t .we were no longer ca rry ing  
on an im m ediate figh t fo r social­
ism. By th is  tim e, however, the 
old comrades had la rge ly  disap­
peared. A c t iv ity  in  the Y’CL be­
came l i t t le  more than dances and 
good-times. We older comrades 
were swallowed up by the new 
elements brought in on the basis 
of a program  ca llin g  on the de­
m ocratic cap ita lis t nations to fight 
the fasc is t na tions.”

W H E N  S T A L IN  S IG N E D  T H E  
P A C T W IT H  H IT L E R

W hat was the reaction when 
the S ta lin -H itle r pact was signed? 
I  asked.

“ No one conceived the possibi! 
ifV  of such a pact. Despite the 
fact tha t by th is  tim e the organ­
iza tion was composed 99 per cent 
o f p o lit ic a lly  igno rant elements, 
s t i l l  there was qu ite  a stew about 
the pact.

“ County o ffic ia ls  and func­
tionaries  began to  flood the 
branches and desperately ex­
plained away the pact. They 
to ld us th a t the pact showed 
H it le r ’s fea r o f the tremendous 

- m il ita ry  power o f the Soviet 
Union. T h a t the Soviet Union 
wasn’t  conceding an inch to 
H itle r . I  reca ll one func tiona ry  
assuring us th a t i f  H it le r  in ­
vaded Poland, th a t the Soviet 
U n ion  would consider the non­
aggression pact broken. We 
were especially assured th a t 
the pact contained an escape

clause. How we waited and 
watched fo r  the  announcement 
o f th a t escape clause! B u t i t  
never came.”
D idn ’t  th is  f ina lly  make (lie 

YCL members see the true  p o lit i­
cal character of S ta lin ism ? 1 ask­
ed him .

“ You don’t understand what we 
had become. We had grown used 
to accepting every new line  w ith  
out discussion o r debate.

“ Besides, we were le ft w ith  the 
impression th a t collective secur­
ity  wasn’t  re a lly  abandoned, etc. 
We were kept in  a confused state 
of m ind.

HO W  T H E  S T A L IN IS T  
B U R E A U C R A T S  O P E R A T E

“ YtJh’ve got to get an idea o'' 
what the nature of the bureauc , 
racy is inside the S ta lin is t organ­
izations.

“ R igh t above the rank and fik  
members in  the YCL there is a 
whole s tra ta  of pe tty  officials, 
branch presidents, organizers, 
functionaries, etc. There is an 
abyss’  between them and the 
members. The pe tty  officia l.; are 
careerists of one sort or another, 
who have adopted the a ttitu d e  of 
the top bureaucracy of the Com­
m un is t Party . They a ll have am­
b itions to become L it t le  S talins.

"The average member lives in 
real fear o f the offic ia ls, who treat 
the ranks w ith  suspicion. The 
members are always a fra id  of 
m aking a misstep. W henever a 
member does say a n y th in g , he ir  
always m in d fu l th a t he must 
speak care fu lly  lest he say some­
th in g  w h ich the bureaucrats can 
use against him .

“ I f  a member does get up 
enough courage to ask a question 
he asks i t  in  a way w hich would 
show the offic ia ls tha t he is just 
a, dumb, stup id  guy who should 
rea lly  apologize fo r his ignorance. 
To ask a question in  any other 
fashion would be to ind ica te a 
doubt as to (he correctness qf any 
policy. I have helped to vote ex­
pulsions fo r ju s t such a question.

som ething new, som ething that 
goes even beyond the People’s 
F ron t, a Dem ocratic F ron t that 
w ill take in  everybody.’

“ There was no discussion, no 
convention. We were handed 
the new line ou t o f a c lear sky, 
o ff-hand, in a branch ‘educa­
tio n a l’ ta lk . T h a t’s how the po l­
it ic a l line was changed.

•
‘ To understand the atmosphere, 

you Would have to attend a reg­
u la r m eeting o f a YCL branch. 
There is no po litica l discussion of 
any description. Even on ques­
tions of pure ly  organizational 
character, the members are so 
scared to take an independent, po­
s ition  or show any in it ia tiv e , that 
any question of consequence is im ­
m ediate ly referred to the offic ia ls 
fh e  whole m eeting w ill be taken 
up w ith  such safe m atters as sellf
ii ig  tickets fo r some social, a ffa ir  
or function , etc.

“ The educational life  of the 
YCL is a joke. D u ring  the most 
recent period, when the bureauc­
racy is a ttem p ting  to create the 
illu s ion  tha t S ta lin ism  is now re­
vo lu tionary , an occasional sugges­
tion  is given tha t the YCL mem­
bers should read some of Lenin 
o r a pam phlet of M arx. But. th is  
is jjus t lip-service. By and large, 
most of the members are so con­
d itioned not to do any indepen­
dent. reading and th in k in g , that 
they don’t bother to read any 
M arx is t lite ra tu re  a t a ll.

“ One o f the la s t ‘educational’ 
lectures I  hear was a discus­
sion on the ‘correctness’ o f the 
Com m unist P a rty ’s positions in 
the various periods, inc lud ing  
its  support o f Roosevelt in  
1936. T h is  was pointed ou t as 
a very b r i l l ia n t  maneuver, pa r­
t ic u la r ly  the fa c t th a t i t  w asn 't 
‘support’— ju s t non-opposition. 
A f te r  th is  discussion the re  was 
a heated controversy among 
the members as to  w hether 
th is  was ‘support’ o r s im p ly  
non-oppositipn.
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“ In  one Y C L  branch a county- 
o ffic ia l was sent to g ive an 
‘educational’ ta lk  on T ro ts k y ­
ism. Some one asked a ques­
t io n : ‘How can we detect a 
T ro ts k y ite  a t a Y C L  m ee ting? ’ 
The rep ly  w as; ‘N ine ou t o f 
ten tim es anyone who asks a 
question is  probably a T ro ts k y ­
ite ’ . T h is  was so raw , th a t i t  
b rough t qu ite  a su rp ris in g  re- ■ 
action fro m  the members. 
A no ther county o ffic ia l had to 
be sent ou t to  the ne x t meet­
in g  to  cool o f f  the branch w ith  
a lo t  o f elaborate explanations.

ER SATZ D ISC U SSIO N , 
S T A L IN IS T  S T Y L E

“ I ’l l  give you ail il lu s tra tio n  of 
how ’discussion’ is  carried on in 
the YCL. S h o rtly  be fore the  (war 
and jn s t before the S ta lin -H itle r 
pact, changed the line, we were 
suddenly confi-onled w ith  an ex­
tension of the People’s F ro n t line. 
We were now to un ite  w ith  any­
one — even the vilest, cap ita lis t 
reactionary —  who was 'against 
fascism,’ even w ith  J. P. Morgan.

“ We had never heard of th is  
new tw is t u n t il a county leader 
eame down to our branch to del­
ive r an ‘educational’ lecture. We 
wero to ld ; ‘We m ust develop

“ Of course, the leaders w ill say 
the pa rty  is not in fa llib le . But i f  
you should t r y  to get them  to 
give an example of one specific 
m istake w hich the pa rty  lias made, 
they cannot state any. The pa rty  
makes m istakes in  the abstract, 
never in  t lie  concrete.”

T e ll me more about the ques­
tion  of T ro tsky ism  in  the YCL. 1 
urged.

T H E  T R O T S K Y IT E S  W IL L  
G ET Y O U  IF  Y O U  
D O N’T ' W A T C H  O U T !

"T ro tsky ism ! I t ’s lik e  a n ig h t­
mare in the YCL. The leaders 
raise i t  constantly as the maip 
spectre. I t ’s lik e  a hysteria. E very­
th in g  th a t’s in opposition to S ta l­
in ism  they id en tify  w ith  T ro tsky ­
ism. They harp on i t  a ll the time.

“ T ro tsky ism  isn ’t presented as 
a po litica l program  or an ideology 
but lik e  a physical disease.

“ I t 's  represented lik e  something 
you can catch out of the a ir. 
Members are forbidden not m er­
e ly to read T ro tsky ite  lite ra tu re , 
but even to touch it .  I t 's  pictured 
as such a contagious disease tha t 
even to associate in  the most in ­
nocent fash ion w ith  anyone who 
in  tu rn  is suspected of associat­
in g  w ith  a suspected T ro tsky ite

Some pract ical ‘jo ke r m ust have 
slipped in to  the New Y ork Timen 
ed ito ria l office the o ther day w h ile 
the ed ito r wasn’t  looking, and 
sent up to the composing room 
an ed ito ria l en titled , “ SaCrificet 
— By W hom?”  I t  appeared as the' 
leading ed ito ria l of the Times of 
May 20th.

“ The President has several 
tim es declared th a t the defense 
program  calls fo r  sacrificed  by* 
every one,”  i t  began. “ B u t th is  is 
not the way the program has been 
w o rk ing  out in  practice.”

The ed ito ria l then w ent on to 
assert th a t the workers and fa rm ­
ers are ro llin g  In money: “ So 
fa r as the farm ers are concerned, 
the defense program  is not a call 
fo r sacrifice. On the con tra ry, i t  
is to  be a w onderfu l op p o rtu n ity  
fo r 'th e  farm ers to get something 
tha t they have been unable to get 
since the W orld  W ar (85% on par­
i t y  loans).”  S ly ly  the jokeste r 
went on to re fer to the strike-won 
wage raises as "a ll the wage in ­
creases tha t liave been passed 
around.”

Then i t  portravgd those who are 
t igh ten ing  th e ir  belts:

“ I t  is  these groups th a t have 
been selected to  make the sac­
rifices. They include w h ite - 
co lla r w orkers, the upper and 
m iddle income groups, and the 
corporations. Though taxes on 
some o f these groups have a l­
ready been sha rp ly  increased, 
they are le a rn ing  th a t these in ­
creases are as no th ing  com­
pared w ith  those th a t are to  
come. Income taxes which fa ll 
on on ly  about one e igh th  o f 
the w o rk ing  population are to 
be much fu r th e r  raised.”
The Times concludes:
“ The net effect of the Adm in 

is tra t io n ’s po licy, in  short, is to 
make sharp class d isc rim ina tion ; 
regard ing those upon whom sacri 
fices are to fa ll. Under the pro 
gram to date, i t  is becoming clear 
tha t a .small m in o r ity  is to mak< 
the sacrifices.”

*  * *
In  p r in t in g  th is  item  we are 

pa in fu l aware th a t most of oui 
readers, who don’t  see the New 
Y ork Times, w i l l  th in k  we made 
th is  up. B ut cross-our-heart we 
d idn ’t, i t  ac tua lly  appeared in  the 
May 20th New Y ork  Times.

FDR Spokesman 
Backs Hobbs Bill

(Continued fro m  page 1)
rape, arson o r seditious conspir­
acy, “ whose deporta tion has not 
been effected w ith in  90 days a lte r 
the issuance ot the w a rra n t of 
deporta tion . . . sha ll he taken 
in to  custody . . . and detained 
w ith ou t ba il . . . u n t il the Board 
sha ll have ordered the release of 
such aliens.”

Go back and re-read the above 
paragraph, sk ipp ing  such w indow 
dressing term s as “ rape”  and “ k id ­
napping”  and “ arson.”  Buried 
among these you w ill fm d. the 
word “ sabotage.”

A N T I-L A B O R  USES
Some states have already pass­

ed “ anti-sabotage”  laws and ^ire 
now using them to prevent w o rk ­
ers from  union activ ities . Organ 
ized labor has been figh ting  
against such “ anti-sabotage”  laws. 
Today Charles V irok , a SWOC 
steward in  the Uoebling p lant in 
Jersey, is the v ic tim  o f a boss 
l'rameup under a federal “ a n ti­
sabotage law .”  The real purpose 
of th is  section of the Hobbs b ill 
is to buttress the ex is ting  anti- 
un ion leg is la tion and to w arn  tile  
a lien away from  any un ion m il i­
tancy.

Section 202 also provides con­
centra tion camps fo r those con­
victed of “ seditious conspiracy.”  
Sedition acts have been on Am er­
ican statute books fo r years and 
are dusted o ff fo r use d u rin g  each 
crisis. T lris  w in te r two members 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  in  O kla­
homa were sentenced to 10 years

means to run the danger of catch­
ing the disease.

“ Members are to ld  th a t i f  
anyone in  th e ir  im m ediate fa m ­
ily  is suspected o f having T ro t- 
s k y itc  leanings, the members 
m ust leave home. I  have heard 
organ izers te ll o f hav ing  per­
sons kicked ou t o f board ing 
houses fo r  be ing ‘T ro tsky ites .’ 
"Y o u .s im p ly  can 't im agine the 

ho ly te rro r the leaders have of 
T ro tsky ism  and th e ir  attem pts (o 
communicate th is  fear to the mem­
bership. The ' members are incited 
to spy on each other. I f  a YCL’er 
is suspected of m erely hav ing  a 
len ien t a ttitud e  toward the ques­
tion  of associating w ith  any form  
o f rad ica l dissidents from  the 
S ta lin is t line, even i f  he has no 
such actual association, he is im ­
m ediate ly placed under the closest 
scru tiny . H is  closest comrades are 
quizzed about him . Does he meet 
any strange people? Does he go 
to any strange study circles? Does 
he read any strange lite ra tu re?

“ A ll th is  has had a peculiar 
e ffec t. The rank and file  tends 
to band together against the 
bureaucra tic  h ie ra rchy. They 
avoid sn itch ing  on each other. 
Members do meet, w ith  d issid­
ents, bu t they li te ra lly  meet in  
da rk  alleys.
“ Form erly, we were told that 

ice were p o litica lly  iso la ting  the 
T ro tsky is ts . Now the S ta lin is t 
leadership is t ry in g  to do ju s t 
one th in g : to phys ica lly  isolate 
the YCL rank-and-file from  the 
T ro tsky is ts ."

im prisonm en t fo r “ seditious con­
sp iracy.”  The “ evidence" of the ir 
conspiracy was the possession of 
Communist lite ra tu re . Here, then, 
the a lien is threatened th a t t in  
possession of a rad ica l lea fle t w ill 
place h im  behind barbed w ire :

P U N IS H E D  FOR ID E A S
The w o rd ing  o f th is  section 

covers the alien who “ acts in  be 
h a lf of a fo re ign government, pol 
it ic a l pa rty  or group.”

T h is  section is. meant to sup 
plem ent the Voorhis Act. Under 
th a t Act, a ijy  po litica l pa rty  or 
other organ ization a ffilia ted  "to. 
bro ther parties o r organizations 
in  o ther countries (th is  would 
cover even the Socia list In te rna  
t io lia l) ,  is defined as a “ foreign 
organ ization.”  The Hobbs b ill 
would send such members to a 
concen tra tion ' camp.

A tto rney  General Jackson lias 
been round ing up alien men, wom­
en and c h ild re n  and is now ho ld­
in g  them w ith o u t ba il u n t il be 
gets the Hobbs b il l through Con­
gress. He has been pub lic iz ing  
these arrests as proof o f the need 
o f the b ill.  D u rin g  the past two 
weeks alone, he has taken in to  
custody 200 men and women.

Speaking a t h is press conference 
Jackson said, “ We are ho ld ing 
tliem  in  deporta tion proceedings, 
though we know fu ll w ell th a t he 
cause of w o rld  conditions we w ill 
not be able to deport them. The 
Hobbs b il l in  its  present form  
would give us power to deal v ig ­
orously w ith  d isloya l aliens who 
ought to be deported.”

I t  is obvious ju s t whom the A t­
torney General considers the “ dis­
loyal a liens.”

A IM E D  A T  A L L  LA B O R
There are fou r l i i i l l io t i  aliens 

in the United States and most, of 
them are adults and workers. The 
cap ita lis ts  are a ttack ing  the alien 
on ly as the firs t m aneuver in a 
w ar against a il the workers. The 
precedents established would 
soon be applied to citizen and non­
c itizen a like.

Once th is  b ill is passed tlie  A d ­
m in is tra tion 's  log ic w i l l  run  some 
t ilin g  lik e  Ib is ; ‘We ja i l  aliens for 
s tr ik in g  and speaking against tlie  
government:, and yet they aren'i 
as numerous nor as powerfu l as 
our own workers. Therefore, i t  i f  
sheer s tu p id ity  not to apply the 
same ru les to Americans. I f  i t  is 
a crim e fo r an alien to hold sedi­
tious thoughts, i t  most ce rta in ly  is 
a crim e fo r an Am erican to do so.’ 

The w orkers now w il l  learn 
th a t concentration camps are 
not a product o f Fascism alone, 
h u t o f cap ita lism  as a whole. 
The refugee now w il l  learn th a t 
the re  is no sanctuary on the 
face o f the earth . The appear­
ance o f barbed w ire  in  th is  
country is a sign o f the degen­
era tion  o f the bourgeois s tate 
— and the s treng th  o f the w o rk ­
ers.

IN NEWARK
T H E  M IL IT A N T  can be bought 
a t the newsstand a t 11 S pring - 
fie ld Avenue.

Left
Jabs

-----■ By CORF ____
11 remained fo r Rabbi Lou is I. 

Newman o f New Y ork  to solv^ 
the m ys te ry  o f Hess. L a s t Sunday 
the good Rabbi revealed to liis  
flock tha t re lig io n  did  the tr ic k . 
Yeah . . . B ro th e r Hess seen the 
lig h t and was “ converted away 
from  the program  o f violence to 
the policies o f peace and bro ther­
hood.”

W h ile  c la im in g  Hess fo r the 
Lord, Rabbi Newman is a t the 
same tim e doubtfu l about the pow­
er of the gospel. He s t i l l  puts the 
hope of the fu tu re  in  the hands 
of the a rm y led by C hurch ill 
ra the r than the one led by Je­
hovah.

# * -1:

O N E  OF T H E M  
K N O W S  H O W  TO F IG H T

I.  A . Capizzi, a tto rney  fo r  
H enry  F o rd :

“ The Ford M otor Company m ust 
now deal w ith  a Com m unist-in­
fluenced and led organ ization 
whose firs t objective is to raise 
add itiona l m illio n s  w ith  w h ich  to 
finance its  d rive  to con tro l a ll 
Am erican in d u s try ; and whose u l­
tim ate  objective is, through 
s trikes and general tu rm o il, to 
produce tha t public confusion and 
bew ilderfnent w h ich  is essential 
to Com m unist seizure o f govern­
mental power in  t lie  United States. 
E very de ta il o f th is  law  (N L R A ) 
is un-Am erican. In  concept, theory 
and practice th is  law  is ty ra n n i­
cal, and B en jam in F ra n k lin  said 
th a t .'rebe llion  against ty ra n ts  is 
obedience to God’.”
R. J. Thomas, president o f U A W :

“ T lie  UAW -CIO is ready to draw 
the cu rta in  on the past. We hope 
the Ford Company w il l  do lik e ­
wise. We are anxious to erase.a ll 
b itternesp.”

$ *  $

T H E  PO PE S P E A K S  O U T
Last week Germans and Greeks 

and B r it is h  and A ustra lians  were 
k il l in g  each other on the Island 
of Crete; Iraqu is  and Arabs and 
B r it is h  were k i l l in g  each other 
over the o il of M osu l.

Conscious of his responsib ilities 
to God and the H o ly Ghost, Pope 
Pius spoke out. Addressing 4,000 
Catholic A ction  g ir ls  he warned 
them against w earing “ d a rin g ”  
dresses. “ I t  is objected,”  said I lie 
Holy Father, " th a t certa in  dresses 
are more com fortable and hyg ie­
nic, but i f  they prove dangerous 
fo r the soul they m ust be u n fa il­
in g ly  re jected.”

* # 3

IT ’S B O LS H E V IS M !
Lord  M arley, deputy speaker of 

the House of Lords, is here, in ­
s is tin g  tha t the p riv ileged  classes 
in  E ngland have disappeared. 
Here is h is  evidence:

“ They (the people) demanded 
equa lity  of sacrifice from  every­
body and they are ge tting  w hat 
they demanded. I t  is qu ite  com-' 
mon now to see Englishm en speak­
in g  to each o ther in  public, a l­
though they have never been fo rm ­
a lly  in troduced.”  (N. Y. Times, 
M ay 23).

# *  *

T H E  O LD  SCHOO L T IE
A fte r a ll, a Duke is  a Duke . . . 

and more than tha t, the surrend­
ering  Duke of Aosta was an old 
E ton ian. So a’ parade was in  o r­
der and the Duke was given three 
days to prepare fo r it.

F irs t  came the “ w a lk in g  wound­
ed" and th a t was no t the p re tty  
pa rt o f the parade. I t  was the 
officers that rea lly  made the page­
ant. T h e ir un iform s, according to 
the N. Y. Times' correspondent, 
“ were im m acula te" w ith  “ spotless 
suede gloves.”  T h e ir medals were 
polished fo r the occasion and 
neatly arrayed on th e ir  chests.

And as they marched tlie  moun­
ta in  side to shake hands w ith  (lie  
B r it is h  generals, they passed the 
graves of the common soldiers- 
m arked by wooden crosses rough­
ly  hewn from  am m unition  crates, 
the names scrawled on them  in  
pencil. And “ each dead soldier's 
iden tifica tion  papers were tucked 
in to  an empty champagne bottle  
ha lf-buried near t lie  cross.”

A h . . . champagne! T h a t bub­
b ling  nectar tha t m ust be trans­
ported gently  and ch illed  slow ly 
and opened care fu lly . The Duke 
was a true  E ton ian, even in  the 
heart o f . da rkest A frica . There 
must, have been moments when 
he tired  of the sound of the cork 
and the tic k le  of the bubbles in  
b is nose. B u t always there was 
an o rde rly  a t his elbow, bowing 
and m urm uring , "C ould your 
Grace possibly fin ish  the cham­
pagne? We have need o f the bot­
tle .”
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N eg ro  S tru g g le
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

The March On Washington
The Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  recognizes the 

need fo r  action such as the proposed m arch o f 
10,000 Negroes on W ashington to  pro test aga inst 
d isc rim in a tio n  and J im  C row ism  in  the  armed 
forces and in du s try . T h a t is why, in  sp ite  o f ou r 
disagreem ents on m any th in g s  w ith  the Randolph 
Com m ittee m a k in g  the m arch preparations, we 
have endorsed the m arch and w i l l  support i t  in 
every w ay possible.

O ur support, w h ile  i t  is complete, is n o t un ­
c r it ic a l. I t  is  the du ty  o f a ll those who support 
m ilita n t action aga inst J im  C row ism  to  po in t 
ou t the shortcom ings in  the proposals o f the  
•Randolph Com m ittee— to  prevent, i f  possible, 
m istakes w h ich  can have a ve ry  bad e ffe c t on 
the action as a whole, and w h ich  can demoralize 
and discourage those m ilita n ts  who are support­
in g  the M arch.

L a s t week we c ritic ized  the  ha lf-hea rted  ap ­
proach o f the Com m ittee, as dem onstrated in  its  
‘ ’C all To N egro A m erica .”  W e could also c ritic ize  
the organ iza tiona l p repa ra tions fo r  the  m arch ; 
the fa c t th a t so fa r  ve ry  l i t t le  has been done 
about in fo rm in g  and a rous ing  the masses o f 
Negroes to  action, a lthough  the date fo r  the 
action, J u ly  1, is  l i t t le  m ore th a n  a m on th  aw ay; 
th a t  appa ren tly  in su ffic ie n t a tte n tio n  is being- 
paid to the task o f d raw ing  the trade unions in to  
the s trugg le .

B u t an even m ore im p o rta n t concern than how 
the m arch Is  be ing organized, and how many 
people are being d raw n in to  it ,  is the question : 
W hat are the m archers go ing to  demand when 
they get to  W ashington?

M ilita n c y  is necessary, the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f 
the masses is required, b u t w h a t they ac tu a lly  
seek is the decisive th in g . There would be no 
sense in  10,000, o r even 100,000 Negroes m arch­
in g  on W ash ing ton  and f ig h tin g  fo r  som eth ing ' 
w h ich w il l  not solve th e ir  problems.

What Randolph Wants
The Randolph Com m ittee is m aking  its  cen -, 

t ra i demand the issuance o f an executive order 
by thè  pres ident o f the U n ited  States abolish ing 
d isc rim in a tio n  in  the arm ed forces, a ll govern­
m ent departm ents, and in d u s try  ho ld ing  con­
trac ts  fro m  the governm ent.

A ccord ing  to  the present plans, th is  w i l l  be 
the request o f the  m arch in  W ashington. The 
local dem onstrations w i l l  also ca ll on the c ity  
governm enta l bodies to m em oria lize  the president 
to  issue th is  order.

To understand the the o ry  behind th is , one has 
to read the a rtic le , “ W hy P.D. W on’t  End De­
fense J im  Crow,”  by  A ; P h ilip  Randolph; p u b ­
lished in  the N egro  press several weeks ago. I t  
s ta rts  th is  w a y :

“ P resident Roosevelt can issue an executive 
o rder tom orrow  to  abolish d isc rim in a tio n  in  the 
A rm y , N avy, A i r  Corps, M a rine  and on a ll de­
fense contracts awarded by the Federa l Govern­
ment, on account o f race o r color, and d isc rim ­
ina tions aga inst colored people would p ro m ptly  
end.”  (O u r emphasis.)

N ow  i f  th is  s ta tem ent means an y th in g  a t a ll, 
i t  means th a t  d isc rim in a tio n  and segregation 
continue to  e x is t in  the governm ent and the 
arm ed forces and in  in d u s try  on ly  because the 
president hasn’t  issued an order abolish ing them.

Jus t to  pose the question th a t w ay is to  show 
how rid icu lous Randolph’s s ta tem ent re a lly  is.

J im  Crow ism  does no t depend fo r  its  existence 
on the lack o f executive orders abolish ing i t .  I t  
exists because i t  serves the  in te rests o f the cap i­
ta l is t  ru l in g  class to keep the w o rk ing  class in  
a position where i t  is  d ivided and split, along 
rac ia l lines and the re fo re  m ore easily explo ited.

The Demand Is Inadequate
Undoubtedly i t  w i l l  be very  d if f ic u lt  to- g e t’ a 

man lik e  Roosevelt to  issue such an order. The 
Randolph Com m ittee does no t do th e  N egro  
people a service when i t  calls Roosevelt “ a g rea t 
hu m an ita ria n  and idea list.”  C a lling  h im  nice 
names w i l l  n o t make the  man, who fo r  e igh t 
years -has refused to  even speak one word against 
the crim es o f lyn ch in g  in  the south, suddenly 
issue an order abo lish ing a ll fo rm s o f J im  C row ­
ism. P raise o f Roosevelt w i l l  no t produce any 
changes in  the ad m in is tra tio n  th a t refuses to  
even pass the p o ll tax  b ill.  A f te r  a ll, w h a t is  the  
m arch on W ashington fo r— to  praise F.D .R. o r to  
bury J im  C row ism ?

In  our opinion« fo rc in g  the issuance o f such 
an order from  Roosevelt would be a defin ite  step 
fo rw a rd  in the s trugg le  fo r  abo lition  o f a ll rac ia l 
d isc rim ina tion . I t  would no t “ p rom ptly  end”  -dis­
c r im in a tio n , as Randolph claim s, bu t -it would 
make i t  easier to  f ig h t specific cases o f d isc rim ­
in a tio n . That, is why, in a clear and cool m anner, 
w ith o u t foo lin g  ourselves as Randolph does, we 
are able to  endorse th is  demand.

B u t w h ile  we endorse it ,  we also believe th a t 
i t  is n o t enough, th a t i t  is in su ffic ie n t as the 
cen tra l demand o f the march.

I t  is in su ffic ie n t because i t  does not g-o to the 
heart o f the question o f d isc rim in a tio n . There 
have been and there  s t i l l  are p len ty o f laws and 
ru lin g s  and orders on the books, p ro h ib it in g  d is­
c rim ina tio n . In  sp ite  o f them, Jim  Crow s t i l l  rides 
h igh . There are the federal constitu tion , state 
laws, the selective service b il l and p len ty  o f other 
ru lin g s  from  W ashing ton. Everyone knows they 
a re  ignored.

I f  th is  is so, the Negroes who- march on W ash­
ing ton  m ust demand m ore than the issuance o f 
an executive order. J u s t w h a t is i t  th a t they 
should ask fo r?

(C ontinued n e x t week)

How Britain Rules Colonies
A  Sailor,  Just Returned,  Describes British Oppression In The East

(The fo llo w in g  is an account by an Am erican seaman o f a 
recent t r ip  on an A m erican fre ig h te r to  South A fr ic a , up 
th rough  the Persian G u lf and then to  the  M alay Peninsula, to  
S ingapore. The t r ip  lasted over seven months, and the w r ite r  
o f the a rtic le  -had an op po rtu n ity  to  personally observe condi­
tions in a num ber o f the B r it is h  colonies).

*  *  *

B y A  S A ILO R
We got our first shore leave, after over five weeks at sea, at 

Capetown, Union of South Africa.
The anti-,British sentiment, vvhjch I had noticed on former 

visits, is very strong among the native people. Even the native 
whiles hate the British, a feeling which goes back to the Boer 
war.

The-war has not diminished the desire for independence. In 
fact, the war is very unpopular. The people are not pro-Nazi, as 
they are qu ick  to assure -you. Bu<
they w ant th e ir  independence. 
They -cannot stand the arrogance 
and the dom ineering of the B rit 
ish 'Officials. The’ve been paying 
o ff to the B r it is h  fo r several de­
cades now, and they’ve being m ilk ­
ed fo r th is  war som ething te rrific . 
The taxes have become so heavy 
tha t everyone repeatedly speaks 
about it.
L IV IN G  C O N D IT IO N S  V IL E ;  
M A N Y  S T R IK E  -STRUGGLES

L iv in g  conditions in  a ll the 
B r it is h  colonies are v ile . Condi­
tions in  Capetown, especially 
among the colored workers, are 
very had. B u t no t as bad as in 
o ther B r it is h  colonies, especially 
in  t lie  O rient.

That is  ¡because there is a tra d i­
t ion  o f m il ita n t  strugg le in  South 
A frica . The s p ir it  of resistance 
has never’ been subdued. These 
people are not cowed by B r it is h  
im peria lism . From  the local pa­
pers I  was able to gather th a t 
s trikes  are constant.

And w h ile  the B ritish -con tro l­
led press doesn’t  give much in ­
fo rm ation  about these strikes, 
from  the reported numbers of k i l l ­
ed and wounded, i t  is obvious tha t 
these s trikes are b itte r  and v io l­
ent.

Inc iden ta lly , the B r it is h  propa­
ganda against the labor move­
ment in  South A frica  made me 
feel alm ost a t home. L ike  here, 
there is a b ig  campaign against 
the labo r m ilita n ts , who are 1$-

belled “ pro-Nazi”  and “ reds.”  I t  
was ju s t lik e  the s tu ff in  the 
Am erican newspapers, except the 
B r it is h  press doesn't go in  fo r  sen­
sationalism . They keep up th e ir  
a ir  o f “ d ig n ity ”  and being “ gen­
tlem en."

Our next stop was the Bahrein 
Islands, in  the southwestern part, 
o f the Persian G ulf. These islands, 
are between 25 and 30 m iles from 
the m ain land and are trem end­
ously r ic h  in  o il resources. Tt’s 
supposed to be an independent 
sheikdom, but i t ’s completely un­
der the thum b of the  B rit is h . They 
run i t  as one o f th e ir  w ar ports | 
ju s t lik e  any other B r it is h  pos 
session.

A ll the o il on these islands has 
been leased to two Am erican com 
panics, Standard O il of C a liforn ia  
and Texas O il. A fte r  the Ita lians  
had bombed Bahrein, before our 
a rr iv a l there, the o il companies 
raised he ll w ith  the U. S. State 
Departm ent in  an e ffo r t to get 
redress fo r  some s lig h t damage to 
th e ir  property.

The na tive  w orkers on the is­
lands are te rr if ic a lly  exploited 
The na tive longshoremen w o rk  a 
12 hour day fo r which they are 
paid 4 annas, Ind ia  money. That's 
a to ta l of 10 cents a day A m eri­
can money. The longshoremen 
who came aboard were sk inny 
and in  ta tte rs . Some o f them  -wore, 
ou tlandish clothes, w h ich  we 
found out had been sold to them

British Army Used 
Against Rubber 
Strike in Malaya

B itte r  clashes between s t r ik ­
ing rubber p lan ta tion  workers 
and B r it is h  troops have grown 
50 serious th a t the B r it is h  au­
tho rities  have declared a 
‘‘state -of emergency”  and d is­
patched add itiona l m il ita ry  
forces in  an e f fo r t  to  suppress 
the  spreading s tr ik e  wave, ac­
cord ing to a M ay 17 Associa t­
ed Press dispatch from  S ing­
apore, S tra its  Settlem ents.

The dispatch reports  three 
s tr ik e rs  k illed  and several 
wounded a fte r  one-clash be­
tween s tr ik e rs ' and troops. 
15,000 -workers on fo r ty  ru b ­
ber -estates in  M alaya are a l­
ready involved. M-ala-va p ro ­
duces a lm ost h a lf  the w orld 's  
rubber supply.

The -dispatch -states th a t  the  
“ au tho rities  said the  ¡m ilita ry  
pa tro ls  ¡were necesary to  curb 
sabotage to  -roads and P R E ­
V E N T  T H E  M O V E M E N T  OF 
‘A G IT A T O R S ’ B E T W E E N  
T H E  E S T A T E S .”  In  o th e r 
words, the s tr ik e  is  outlawed.

by some en te rp ris ing  Am erican 
who makes a liv in g  by buying up 
a ll sorts of odd old clothes in  the 
•U. S.. A. and sh ipp ing i t  out to 
places lik e  Bahrein. One o f the 
workers was weaving an ancient 
frock- coat Over a cloak -of burlap 
sacking.

D u ring  th is  tim e, we did not 
get shore leave, once we le ft Cape­
town, fo r  seven weeks u n t il we 
h it  Basra, Ira k . We had a tota l 
of s ix  hours ashore in  three 
months.

One inc ident a t one of the A ra ­
bian ports where w-e stopped be­
fore ge tting  to Basra w il l  give an 
idea of the treatm ent of the na­

tives in  these countries dom inat­
ed by the -British. A t -Ras Tanu 
rah, some o f th e  -longshoremen 
started to ca rry  o ff some dunnage 
— scrap wood and sp lin te rs. Wood 
o f any k in d  is very precious to 
these people. They were ca rry ing  
i t  o ff openly.

They -were seized by the dock 
o ffic ia ls  and un m erc ifu lly  beat­
en before our eyes. The o ffic ia ls  
rea lly  worked them  over, k ick­
in g  them, and sm ashing them  
w ith  clubs and p is to l bu tts . 
Everywhere, in  a ll the ports  

along the Persian Gu-lf, you sec 
the same te rr ib le  -conditions. T in  
people live  in  p r im it iv e  huts, over 
■crowded. The pay is p it i fu l,  and 
the w ar has served as an excus< 
to double the tax loads. I t  seemf 
tha t the na tive  puppet ru le rs  and 
the B r it is h  overseers can alway; 
manage to squeeze another' anna 
of tax  out of these poor wretches 

‘The evidences of the w ar arc- 
everywhere. Soldiers guard the 
dockh. A t Basra there were hight- 
ly  black-outs. B r it is h  men-of-wa’ 
lie  a t ahehor surrounded by tin  
ancient na tive dhows..

The natives were in  deadly tea- 
■of the war. They had no interes 
in  it ,  except the fear tha t i t  wouh 
spread to th e ir  te rr ito ries . And i 
has.

O tlr next h ia in  stop was at Pen 
ang, S tra its  Settlements, w h ic i 
is a B r it is h  Crown Colony. W< 
had ,a fo u r day shore leave here

T H E  B R IT IS H  F O R M U L A : 
D IV ID E  A N D  R U L E

Penang is the largest t in  port 
in  the world. The t in  is mined 
fro m  r iv e r  beds and from  pits 
along the r iv e r banks. Conditions 
among the t in  workers have al 
ways been no toriously  bad. B it' 
since the war the B r it is h  have 
imposed a speed-up th a t drives 
the w orkers alm ost insane.

The M alayan workers are as m i­
li ta n t  as any in  the w orld . When 
the B r it is h  eouid no longer pre­
vent the w orkers fro m  organiz ing 
and conducting savage strikes, the

Uncle Sam’s South American Game
“Fortune”  Magazine Brazenly Describes “ Our”  Imperialist Role

What does U. S. capital mean when it speaks -these days of 
hemisphere solidarity” and of a “good neighbor'’ policy with 

regard to South America? In a cabled up-to-the-minute report 
from its correspondent in Argentina, “ Fortune”  magazine, 
mouthpiece of America's Sixty Families, calls a spade a spade 
in its current (M ay) issue, and cynically lays bare U. S. imper­
ialist aims with regard to our “ little  brothers to the south.”

Continued war in Europe plus our .position vis-a-vis Japan 
in Asia makes us need. South America,” stales this house-organ 
o f the S ix ty  Fam ilies, “ a t the
same tim e  th a t i t  g ives us a 
chance to  displace the re from  
those o ther powers, especially 
England, too -seriously em broiled 
elsewhere to g ive fu l l  a tten tion  
o th e ir  defense. Now  is the U. 

S .’s m om ent.”
The brazen frankness o f the 

“ F ortune”  a rtic le  makes i t  w e ll 
w o rth  quo ting  at length . Here is 
a ty p ic a lly  ju ic y  paragraph : 

“ W ith in  the U . S. our gov­
ernm ent’s propaganda about 
its  South Am erican policy 
stresses po w e rfu lly  and s k il l­
fu lly  the no tion  th a t  we m ust 
prepare the m ilita ry  defense o f 
his en tire  hem isphere aga inst 

an a ttack by a possibly v ic to r­
ious H it le r  in  Europe. Hence 
(the  need fo r )  bases ( in  South 
A m erica ), hence a lo t  o f th ings. 
T h is  a ll-o u t cam paign is its e lf  
oddly H itle r ia n  in  methods, 
since i t  counts fo r  success on 
rep e titio n  and the arousing o f 
fea r ra th e r than argum enta­
tion , and thus makes no a t­
tem pt to exp la in  e ithe r (a ) how 
H itle r ,  who cannot apparen tly  
ge t across the  E ng lish  Channel, 
is go ing to  traverse  the some­
w ha t w ider South A tla n t ic ,  o r 
(b ) how he is go ing to  tu rn  a 
ruined, in te rn a lly  divided, un­
pacified. and w ar-w eary Europe 
i n t o  an enthu-»astic a n d  
sm ooth ly fu n c tio n in g  w a r  
machine fo r  a d is ta n t fo re ig n  
cam paign o f conquest. The 
re a lity  concealed by th is  dust 
in  the eyes is o f course th a t 
w hat we re a lly  fe a r is H it le r ’ s 
E C O NO M IC  no t m ilita ry , pene­
tra t io n  o f South A m erica : 
tha t, in  the  event o f the same 
H it le r  v ic to ry , H it le r  could give 
us cards and spades in  the 
South A m erican m arke t and 
s t i l l  beat us— provided the 
South Am erican m arke t re ­
m ains an open one. The answer 
is obvious: The South A m e ri­

can m arke t m ust be dosed; i t  
m ust become an exclusive U.S. 
trade  area.”
“ N ow ,”  says ‘Fortune ,’ “ the 

rea l period o f Am erican im per­
ia lism  f in a lly  opens. Th is tim e the 
U.S. means business . . . A n d  
South A m erica knows i t  w e ll. I t  
is  expecting U.S. in te rven tion—  
and quick . . .  sum m arized as fo l­
low s : ‘Cooperate o r go under.’ ’’

The “ Report F rom  A rg e n tin a ”  
describes in  am azing ly  b lu n t de­
ta i l  U.S. ca p ita l’s usual methods 
-of in te rven ing  in  th e  in te rn a l l i fe  
■of her l i t t le  southern neighbors 
and m a in ta in in g  con tro l the re—  
cyn ica lly  penning, -in C a p ita l’s 
own ha nd w ritin g , a foo tno te  to 
th e  M a rx is t analysis o f im per­
ia lis t  enslavement o f colon ia l and 
sem i-colonial peoples.

“ Those governm ents,”  w rite s  
“ Fortune,”  “ th a t w i l l  p lay  ba ll 
w ith  the U.S. can expect aid . . .  
B u t those who w i l l  no t p lay  ball 
can expect in te rven tion  o f d ivers 
degrees o f sharpness. No elec­
to ra l sovere ignty o r in te rna l dem­
ocracy can be pe rm itted  i f  i t  hap­
pens no t to be pro-U .S. Unco­
operative governm ents w i l l  find 
cred its called and refused, m a r­
kets closed, th e ir  in te rn a l econ­
omies th row n  in to  cris is , th e ir  
po litica l riva ls  pub lic ly  smiled on, 
and perhaps p riv a te ly  subsidized 
. . .  W ell-subsidized f i f th  columns, 
demagogic propaganda, gener­
ously prom ised and im m edia te ly  
fo rthcom ing  tem po ra ry  economic 
assistance, can fo rm  a pseudo- 
na tiona l tendency o ften  i f  s u f­
fic ie n t s treng th  to  remove the 
na tiona lis ts  ( a n t  i- im p e ria lis ts ) 
fro m  power.”

“ B u t i f  th is  is not su ffic ien t,”  
“ F ortune”  continues, “ w ha t f u r ­
the r fo rm  o f in te rven tion  do S-ud 
Am ericanos envisage?This brings 
us to the sorest subject in  South 
A m erica today: the bases . . .

“ O pposition to  the  bases

among the A rge n tin e  people is  
un iversa l and unanimous. M ost 
s ig n ifica n t p roof is th a t no po l­
it ic a l leader, even one who is  
pro-U.S. has dared come out 
openly in  favo r o f them . I t  
would be p o litica l suicide under 
dem ocratic p rocedure .. .Across 
the P la ta  estuary they have 
had before th e ir  eyes an ob­
vious ob ject lesson. President 
B a ldom ir o f U ruguay, who pub­
lic ly  supported the bases, is  
f ig h tin g  fo r  his p o lit ic a l life .”

W ith  bland o b je c tiv ity  th is  o r ­
gan o f class-conscious cap ita l an­
alyzes popu la r opposition to U.S. 
m il ita ry  bases in  South A m erica : 
“ The A rg e n tin e ’s ob jection to 
bases is no t a m ere m a tte r o f  
sen tim ent aga inst ceding na tiona l 
te r r ito ry ,”  i t  says. “ T h a t i t  is  a 
genuine fe a r o f Am erican attack 
is illu s tra te d  by the fa c t th a t they 
ob ject ju s t as much to  a base in 
U ru g u a y  as in  A rg e n tin a  itse lf. 
The U ruguayan  coast con tro ls  the 
e s tu a ry  o f the R io de la P la ta . 
P opu lar sentim ent is d isqu ie tin g : 
In  the face o f th is  popu lar a t t i ­
tude, the subject, u n t il the gov­
ernm ent can silence a ll popular 
sentim ent, is  p o litica l dynam ite .”

W e have here once aga in  a 
p ic tu re  o f colon ia l and semi- 
co lon ia l peoples f irm ly  un ited in 
sentim ent fo r  na tiona l libera tion . 
The same p ic tu re  w h ich  we find  
today in Ind ia  and the o ther foo t­
holds o f im peria lism  in  the F a r 
East, w h ich  w e find  in ' the 
sm ouldering N ear E ast— th a t p ic­
tu re  is draw n fo r  us once more 
in th is  “ F o rtune ”  analysis, th is  
tim e o f the  oppression-weary 
peoples o f South Am erica.

In  passing, as i t  discusses bow 
the U.S. m ust shape its  propa- 
oanda to  make i t  m ost palatable, 
“ Fortune”  draws the fo llo w in g  
p ic tu re  o f a dynam ic p o lit ic a l s it ­
ua tion :

“ The second W orld  W ar. o f­
fe r in g  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  A r ­
gentina— economic com petito r of 
the U . S.—¡to libe ra te  its  econ­
om y fro m  fo re ign  con tro l, poses 
t h e  problem  w ith  m axim um  
sharpness and gives an enorm ­
ous im petus to  na tiona lism  . . .

“ W ith  B r ita in  v is ib ly  weaken­
ing , the  A rge n tin e  govern ing

groups, heretofore the  transm is­
sion be lt o f B r it is h  in terests, be­
g in  to- find themselves u n w illin g ­
ly  in  the aw kw ard  position  o f an 
executor who m ust soon decide 
to  which o f the r iv a l cla im ants, 
the U.S. he ir o r the German heir, 
he w i l l  tu rn  over the B r it is h  in ­
heritance. OR W H E T H E R  H E  
W IL L  K E E P  IT  FOR H IM ­
S E L F  . . .

“  . . .  Once again the re  is an 
upsurge, a broad popu lar sent­
im ent seeking leadership —  
The slogans o f ‘n e u tra lity ’ and 
‘na tiona l lib e ra tio n ’ b rin g  w ild  
cheers from  audiences.”

The fa c t th a t A m erican p ropa­
ganda fo r  “ hem isphere so lida r­
i t y ”  has fooled no one in South 
A m erica does no t undu ly  d is tu rb  
th is  spokesman o f Am erican cap­
ita l. “ Fortune”  fee ls  the p o lit ic a l 
ru le rs  o f South Am erica  a lready 
have “ shrew d ly decided th a t since 
the U.S. can g e t the re  ’ fus tes t 
w ith  the m ostest’ i t  is advisable 
to p lay  ba ll w ith  the U .S.”  I t  
sees the U n ited  States, certa in  
o f success in  its  South Am erican 
penetra tion , conducting its  “ good 
ne ighbor”  propaganda “ w ith  a 
carelessness in  w h ich (one m ay) 
sense c o n te m p t. . .  s im p ly  tra n s ­
la tin g  in to  Spanish the k ind  o f 
‘P an -A m erican ’ ta lk  th a t proves 
to go- down w e ll in  the U .S.”

I t  reports  on ly  w ith  bew ilder­
ment. as one m ig h t a bad dream 
one is t r y in g  to  shake o ff, 
another possible tu rn  o f fu tu re  
"■vents c it in g  the trend  in  A rg e n ­
t in a :  “ ...N e v e rth e le s s , an in ­
c reas ing ly  la rge  group, some—  
paradoxica l though i t  m ay seem 
-—fo r  genu ine ly p a trio tic  reasons, 
w ill a tte m p t to  use German econ­
omic help to  re ta in  the B r it is h  
heritage fo r  A rge n tin a . And they 
w ill receive a su rp ris in g ly  la rge 
am ount o f popu lar support.”

B u t more than th a t, even, is 
c lea rly  foYeshadowed in  the p o lit ­
ica l facts  “ F ortune”  has so care­
fu l ly  collected.

Foreshadowed is the s h a tte r­
in g  fo reve r o f a ll im p e ria lis t 
chains by the  colon ia l and 
sem i-colonial peoples o f the 
world , as the end resu lt o f the 
present w orld -w ide  im p e ria lis t 
w ar.

governm ent brought in  hundreds 
•of thousands of ■Chinese workers 
to compete w ith  the Malayans. 
■But the Chinese w orkers smarted 
organ iz ing  and s tr ik in g ! The 
•British then brought in  more hun­
dreds o f thousands o f w orkers, 
th is  tim e, Tem als .'from  South In ­
dia. The B r it is h  t r y  to use these 
groups against each other.

W ar o r no war, the labor 
s trugg les  are con tinu ing  w ith  
increas ing  violence. I ’m not ex­
agge ra ting  -when I  rep o rt th a t 
every issue o-f the  local B r it is h  
press carries stories o f s trikes 
and bloody repressions. The 
B r it is h  use Ind ian  troops 
aga inst the  na tive  workers. 
Scores o f w orkers are k illed  
and wounded in  every s tr ike .
I  ta lked -with some of the na­

tive  longshoremen at Penang. 
They hate the B r it is h  and are at 
the same tim e  v e r j anti-Japanese.

One th in g  m ost Am ericans 
don’t  know -is th a t  there is a 
c learly  developed p ro le ta r ia t in  
the M alay States. There is a 
h igh degree o f  in d u s tr ia liz a ­
tion  and b ig  cap ita l invest­
ments in these B r it is h  colonies, 
and the w orkers in  the S tra its  
Settlem ents are as sk illed  and 
w e ll tra ined  as European and 
Am erican workers. These are 
no p r im it iv e  bush natives. 
There is a su rp ris in g  degree o f 
lite ra c y  among them . They 
have a g rea t degree o f savvy 
and are go ing to  g ive  a very 
good accounting o f themselves, 
in  m y opinion, a t the f ir s t  good 
chance they ge t to  k ick  the 
B r it is h  ou t o f th e ir  country .
Our last po rt was Singapore, 

which is t ru ly  a crossroads of the 
world .

There are about 15,000 A ustra­
lia n  troops stationed in  Singapore 
and throughout the S tra its  Settle­
ments and Malaya. There’s a real 
s to ry  about these troops, who are 
p len ty  burned up about the t r ic k  
th a t was pu lled on them in  sh ip­
p ing them  ou t of A ustra lia .

They are ve ry  outspoken and 
over a beer, are qu ite  w ill in g  to 
te ll th e ir  s tory to .a sym pathetic 
A m erican sa ilor.

These fellows were conscripted 
under an A us tra lia n  conscrip tion 
law  which was fo r the purpose of 
se tting  up a Home Defense force. 
T lie  law specifica lly • stated th a t 
the conscripts were not to be sent 
out of A us tra lia . ”

No sooner had these fe llows re­
ceived th e ir  m il ita ry  tra in in g , 
than they were packed o ff in  
ships w ith o u t w a rn in g  and sent 
to the S tra its  Settlements.

These A u s tr ia lia n  troops are 
a p re tty  h igh -sp ir ite d  and in ­
dependent bunch o f men, a 
rough and ready lo t, who look 
lik e  Am ericans and ta lk  like  
Am ericans. F rom  the way they 
spoke and acted I  can confid­
e n tly  p re d ic t th a t these troops 
are go in g  to g ive the B r it is h  a 
rea l headache. They don’t  like  
to  be double-crossed.
The general im pression I  got 

from  th is  t r ip  —  I ’ve been around 
the w o rld  fo u r tim es —  is (hat 
B r it is h  colon ia l ru le  is very 
shaky. I t 's  hard to say where (he 
blow-up is going to  s ta rt. But the 
B r it is h  E m pire  is seeing its  last 
days. And its  not going to be H i t ­
le r tha t w i l l  fin ish  o ff B r it is h  im ­
peria lism . I t ’s going to be the na­
tive  people who have suffered u n - , 
der the B r it is h  rule.

W A R  BR IN G S  H A R D S H IP S  
TO A M E R IC A N  S E A M E N

Inc iden ta lly , th is  was the tough­
est. t r ip  I  ever made. B y the tim e 
I got. back to New Y o rk  1 had 
lost tw en ty pounds, and I  usua lly  
put. on w e igh t d u rin g  a tr ip .

F o r most o f the t r ip ,  which 
lasted almost eight m onths over 
the F a il. W in te r and early  Spring, 
we had no fresh foods, meat, vege­
tables and fru its . Our potatoes 
ran out. The flo u r became mag­
goty and bad to be th row n over­
board. A t one pej'iod we were w ith ­
out broad fo r several weeks. For 
fou r m onths we lived on canned 
foods. We couldn’t  get food sup­
plies in  any of the Eastern ports, 
except some s tr in g y  chickens 
which tasted like  po lar bear, spo il­
ed m utton w h ich we couldn’t 
touch, and eggs th a t you had to 
eat w ith  a gas mask on.

The troub le was tha t our ship 
wasn’t  b u ilt  fo r long voyages. I t  
was fo rm e rly  a coast-wise' vessel 
w ith  re fr ig e ra tion  space fo r on ly 
a few weeks prov is ions at most. 
The company d idn ’t  bother to pro­
v ide adequate re fr ig e ra tio n  space 
when the ship was pu t on th is  
long haul. I ’m feeding up now — 
but no th ing  out o f a can, thank 
you!

The Depth O f The 
Post-War Crisis 
Is Already Clear

l iy  JA C K  W E B E R

D ata keeps accum ula ting  to lend complete 
ce rta in ty  to the fa c t th a t there w i l l  be a tre ­
mendous economic cradk-up a t the end o f the 
war. The bankers and the economists know fu l l  
well how a r t if ic ia l is  the A m erican  w a r pros­
pe rity . They see one con trad ic tion  p ilin g  on the 
other to make im possible the g radua l and coh- 
ro lled  read justm ent o f na tiona l economy a fte r  

peace comes.
Glance f ir s t  o f a ll a t the w a r trade w h ich  has 

created the “ boom”  period. The figures are in  fo r  
1940. The volum e o f exports fo r  la s t year was 
the highest since 1929. I t  amounted to  over fo u r  
b illion  do lla rs ( in  1929 the to ta l was over five  
b illio n s ). O f th is  sum 64% was in  trade  w ith  
die B r it is h  E m pire . A nd  the p r in c ip a l export, 
the f ir s t  tim e  in  a ll h is to ry , consisted o f  a ir ­
planes and a irp lane  pa rts . In  add ition  the re  was 
m achinery, tanks and m un itions. In  o th e r word's 
-he bu lk  o f the expo rt tra d e  was due to the  heavy 
industries.

Farm ers S t il l Take A Beating
B u t w h ile  the  heavy industries  have been 

b u ild in g  up, w h a t is happening to U n ited  S tates 
a g ricu ltu re ?  E xpo rts  o f fa rm  products declined 
one hundred fo r ty  m illio n  do lla rs  fro m  1939 to 
1940, and the decline is con tinu ing . N o rm a lly  th is  
coun try  exports  more than  h a lf  its  cotton, 40%, 
o f its  tobacco, a q u a rte r o f its  wheat. B u t the  
fo re ign m arke ts fo r  these com m odities are gone. 
The governm ent is pa y in g  to have the tobacco 
growers cu t th e ir  crop r ig h t  in  h a lf  fo r  the ne x t 
-hree years. Japan n o rm a lly  im p o rts  about a 
m illio n  and a h a lf  bales o f cotton and th is  p ro ­
vides em ploym ent fo r  350,000 Southerners who 
support th rough  th is  w o rk  another m illio n  and  a 
h a lf dependents. B u t Japan no longer buys fro m  
th is  cou n try  o r a t least is c u ttin g  its  share down 
a ll the tim e. The s to ry  is the same fo r  w heat. No 
wonder i t  is rem arked th a t the w a r means the 
ru in  o f the fa rm e rs ! To p reven t th a t, the gov­
ernm ent is m ere ly  increas ing the warehouse s u r­
pluses in  th is  ever abnorm al g ra na ry .

N a tu ra lly  the durab le goods expo rt w i l l  drop 
like  a shot i f  ho s tilit ie s  should cease soon. T rue  
enough, the  U n ited  States w i l l  continue to  absorb 
much o f the m a te ria l f o r  its  own arm am ent p ro ­
gram , bu t th a t also m ere ly  postpones the day. 
o f reckoning. The arm s p rogram  its e lf  involves 
the amassing o f a trem endous am ount o f fixed 
cap ita l fo r  expanding production. A nd i t  was p re ­
cisely to  the d iffe re n t rh y th m  in  w h ich  fixed 
cap ita l is  rea lized in  the  process o f ca p ita lis t 
c ircu la tion , as aga ins t the o ther fo rm s o f cap ita l, 
th a t M a rx  traced, the cyc lica l crises w ith  the re ­
s u lt o f b r in g in g , s ta rva tio n  in the m idst o f p len ty . 
The g re a te r the w e ig h t o f th is  type  o f produc­
tion  in the n a tion a l economy, the  move deep­
go ing the la te r c ris is  w i l l  be.

The P aradox o f  Fore ign  Trade
B u t the m ost iro n ic  con trad ic tion  is  shown 

in the balance o f fo re ig n  trade . In  1940 the U n it ­
ed States, w ith  the  g rea tes t hoard o f go ld the  
world has ever seen, im ported  on ly  a l i t t le  mor.q 

inn tw o and a h a lf  b illio n  do lla rs  w o rth  o f 
goods. Thus the  re s t o f the w o rld  owes A m erica  
money, and keeps ow ing  more a ll the tim e. U n ­
less the o ther countries can pay e ith e r in goods- 
o r in  gold, they  m ust borrow . The U n ited  States 
can sell its  products abroad on ly  so long as i t  
lends others the m oney w ith  w h ich to buy. A nd 
th is  is  prec ise ly  w h a t i t  is  do ing w ith  L a t in  
Am erica. B u t th is  serves a t long la s t to  d is ru p t 
n te rn a tio na l trade.

M eantim e the  f lo w  o f go ld in to  th is  cou n try  
fro m  the res t o f the  w o rld  p iles up e x tra  reserves 
in the Federal Reserve Banks. These reserves are 
a g re a t po te n tia l danger f o r  b r in g in g  On in f la ­
tion . W ith  the  ra p id  expansion o f business, the y  
tend to s p ill over in to  the stream  o f c ircu la tio n  
■and .credit and fo rm  a ve rita b le  flood. The gov­
ernm ent would lik e  to  take measures to  cu t down 
hese reserves, b u t such measures m ig h t slow  

up the arm s program , slow up the  expansion o f  
production and thus p reven t any fu r th e r  ab­
sorp tion  o f the .’unemployed.

Thus the  governm ent is forced to  pursue a  
po licy o f gam ble in  regard  to  in fla t io n . I t  hopes 
to con tro l the process and have on ly  a m ild  in ­
fla t io n  by t r y in g  to  f ix  prices and wages. T h is  
requires the  m ost d ras tic  measures i f  i t  is  even 
p a r t ia lly  to  become effec tive . Even in  Germ any 
where such measures could be taken fa r  m ore 
read ily  than  here, the  con tro l was no t as e f­
fec tive  as the N azis would have us believe.

N a tu ra lly  i t  is, n o t on ly  the U n ite d  S tates 
th a t is faced w ith  a l l these c a p ita lis t con trad ic­
tions. The e n tire  system o f c a p ita lis t w o rld  econ­
omy is faced w ith  de fic it spending w h ich can 
never possib ly be repaid. The w a r is leading a ll 
he nations to- economic bankrup tcy  a t h igh  speed.

E ither Socialism O r Chaos
There are those who th in k  th a t fascism  is 

bu ild ing  a new k in d  o f society, th a t i t  is le a rn ing  
> con tro l the en tire  economic process and to 

avoid in fla t io n  by d ras tic  con tro l o-f the en tire  
price s truc tu re . These people do no t understand 
th a t no sing le  country, no r group o f countries, 
can con tro l w o rld  economy w hich alone is  de- 
■isive in  the end, even were we to  assume th a t 
any na tiona l economy could ac tu a lly  be “ planned”  
w h ile  p riva te  p ro p e rty  s t i l l  existed. P lann ing  can­
not be done com ple te ly even where p riva te  p ro p ­
e r ty  has been abolished, as in  Russia, where, 
p lann ing  is circum scribed by the c a p ita lis t world.-

Unless the w o rk in g  class learns th a t on ly  its  
ib o litio n  o f p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  can stave o f f  ru in  
and steer c iv iliz a tio n  to  a new plane o f develop­
ment. then the class s tragg le  w i l l  end in  com­
mon ru in . A s the C om m unist M an ifesto  puts i t :  
“ a w a rfa re  th a t in v a r ia b ly  ended, e ithe r in^ a re ­
vo lu tionary change in  the  Whole s tru c tu re  o f so­
cie ty , o r else in  the  common ra in  o f the contend­
ing classes.”
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, b u t under c o n tro l 
o f  the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent bu t con tro lled  by the trade 
unions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . Trade un io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

3 . F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crow ism  everywhere.

4 . A  peoples’ re fe rendum  on any and a ll 
wars.

5 . Confiscation o f a ll war p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p r ia tio n  o f  a ll war industries and th e ir  
ope ra tion  under w orkers ’ con tro l.

6 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f wages to  meet the 
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

,7. W orkers  Defense Guards against v ig ­
ilan te  and fascist attacks.

8 . A n  Independent Labor P a rly  based on 
the Trade Unions.

¡9. A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
m ent.

Memorial Day
Middle-aged men in blue or khaki overseas 

caps dot the street corners selling poppies . . .  little  
red reminders that the human wreckage of the last 
war is still floating along in the mad stream taking 
us over the cataract into the new world conflict.

A  good many of them are unemployed workers, 
probably. Selling poppies is just a job for a few 
days. But one wonders what they must be th ink­

in g , they and the men still bedridden or hobbled 
in government hospitals after twenty-three years? 
That young man rushing by, too busy to stop to 
buy one, may be on his way to an induction center, 
on his way into the army, into war and perhaps 
on his way to a government hospital to benefit 
from the sale of poppies on another Memorial Day.

Fighting on European and Middle Eastern bat­
tlefields today are the European boys who were 
born in 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, and 1918. Their 
mothers cherished them with a fierce bitterness. 
Their fathers were away draining out the lifeblood 
o f a generation. Some of them, at the beginning 
anyway, believed they were fighting to make a bet­
ter world for their sons. And now it  turns out that 
their mothers bore them in pain and their fathers 
shed blood for them only so that they in turn, hav­
ing reached the flower o f their youth, might be 
turned loose upon .each other w ith weapons bent 
on the same insane destruction.

“ Buy a poppy, mister?" Sure, buy a poppy. It 
isn’t real. I t ’s just made to look like a poppy. The 
real poppy is a velvety, bright-hued, joyous flower. 
But nobody offers the real thing. The same with 
these wars. They tried the first time and they're 
seeking again to sell us the same phony— that i f  we 
suffer and die enough in their war, the world w ill 
be a better place, life easier to live. But all the boys 
got the first time was the graveyard or the figura­
tive tomb of a hospital, and the world got—World 
War II.

Memorial Day makes us th ink of all the men 
who have done the dying'in the wars, all the women 
who have done the suffering. But let’s make i t  the 
occasion for other memories too—the victims of 
the Chicago Memorial Day massacre o f 1937, the 
ten workers o f L ittle  Steel who died in another 
war, a war fought every day without letup by the 
bosses against the workers. Let’s remember the 
workers who fought in Europe for a tru ly  better 
world in the great class battles of tfoe last twenty 
years. Let’s remember that there is a war that is 
worth fighting, a war not of needless, futile sacrifice, 
but a war that can lead us to the real victory of 
the future, the victory of the workers over all forms 
of exploitation.

Fight and win that war and we won’t have a 
world of morally and physically maimed wrecks. 
Fight and win that war and there w ill be an end to 
the poppy-symbol of. each generation’s offering on 
the altar of capitalist greed and profit. Fight and 
win that war and we’ll build a new world. It is the 
war o f the workers fo r socialism. Its  martyrs, un­
like the dead of the boss wars o f the past, did not 
die in vain.

Where You'll Fight
Perhaps you’ve wondered just what part of the 

American border you would be defending once the 
government declared war. Atlantic coast? The Gulf 
of Mexico? The West Coast? Take the word of 
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, that 
it w ill be none of these.

“ While we give careful consideration to m ili­
tary developments abroad,”  said the General in a 
special statement to the N. Y. Times, “ we must 
never overlook the fact that the Arm y of the 
United States differs in one important character­
istic from the armies of Europe. Ours must be an 
all purpose Army. We must be prepared to operate 
in the Arctic or in the tropics, in deserts or mourn 
tains, and the elements of our ground forces must 
be properly balanced to meet any contingencies.” .

When the General spoke of operating in the 
desert he didn’t mean the Mojave in California, 
and when referred to the mountains he wasn’t 
thinking of the Rockies. Ostensibly building an 
army for hemispheric defense, the General actually 
prepares for action far afield. D akar.. .1 long-Kong 
. .  .Norway! We must be prepared to meet "any 
contingencies.”  This is indeed an elastic hemiphere 
wc live in.

The Victory Over Ford
The coffin lid  is down on the corpse o f Ford’s 

open-shop. The Ford workers’ overwhelming vote 
last week in favor of the CIO United Automobile 
Workers Union was but the belated filing of the. 
death certificate. Six weeks before. Fordism had 
curled up its toes and passed away from an acute 
attack of m ilitant strike action.

For six weeks Henry Ford, Harry Bennett and 
W illiam  Green, w ith a host of their agents, worked 
frantically over the corpse. They warmed it  with 
their bodies, breathed into its .nostrils, yanked its 
arms up and down. They hopped around yelping a 
weird incantation that sounded like, “ A F L .. .AFL 
. .  .A F L .. . ”  To no avail. The open shop at Ford’s 
lay cold and limp as any other dead herring.

Today the anti-labor voice of Henry Ford, 
which once seemed to speak with terrifying thund­
er, is nothing but a tremulous pip-squeak. Ford 
is licked, licked to a frazzle.

Ford’s anti-union arsenal included every union- 
busting weapon ever devised. To this he added his 
own special brand o f hypocrisy. When Ford fired 
tens of thousands of his workers and put the rest 
on a more intensive speed-up, his propaganda 
agents hailed him as the in itia tor of a shorter 
work-week. When Ford forced his workers to t i l l  
vegetable patches after their back-breaking labors 
on the whirl-w ind assembly-lines, so that the work­
ers would grow some of their own food and enable 
Ford to reduce their wages, this was pictured to the 
world as a great "social experiment.”

Ford tried everything. He fired native Mich­
igan workers and brought in tens of thousands of 
workers from the South who had been accustomed 
to a lower standard of living. He hired a certain 
percentage of Negro workers— not out of social 
good w ill, fo r Ford is notoriously fascist-minded— 
but to use them in an effort to divide the workers 
by creating racial antagonisms.

The weapon he depended on most was physical 
terrorism, which drew the line not even at murder. 
Inside his plants he maintained the largest private 
armed force in the world. To build i t  he scoured the 
country of its scum, bringing to Dearborn under­
world toughs, professional strikebreakers, hood­
lums of every description. They were an army 
trained to smash unionism by armed violence. 
Many a worker who dared to talk “ out of tu rn”  
experienced their fists, boots, black-jacks and re­
volver butts before being tossed jobless out of the 
plant.

More than one union organizer who attempted 
to reach the Ford workers ended up “ mysterious­
ly ”  battered to death in some lonely field.

The Ford management knew within ten minutes 
what a Ford worker had whispered to a fellow- 
worker anywhere in the plant. Ford’s spies ferreted 
out everything about the private lives of the work­
ers, what they did with their spare time, where they 
went, whom they met. The Ford workers feared to 
speak even to their closest associates at work. Any­
one might be a spy.

Yes, i f  any employer had worked out a fool­
proof anti-union formula, it  was Henry Ford. The 
great strike wave of 1936-37 did not touch him. 
As one by one the greatest open-shop corporations 
succumbed to the union drive of the CIO, Henry 
Ford kept on sneering, kept on denouncing union­
ism, kept on beating up union organizers and union 
men. Many, many workers shook their heads pes­
simistically and affirmed: “ Every other corpora­
tion may yield to unionism, but they’ll never beat 
old Hank Ford’s union-busting system.”

But the workers have beat old Hank’s system.
Against the gigantic power of 50,000 organized 

workers giving battle on the picket lines, the union- 
smashing formula of Henry Ford had as little  ef­
fect as some ancient alchemist's mumbo-jumbo. 
The myth of Ford’s inv inc ib ility  vanished in a day.

The defeat of Ford has helped expose the myth 
of the inv inc ib ility  of the boss class as a whole. 
For Ford was the outstanding symbol of that “ in­
v inc ib ility ."

Once again, and in the most impressive and 
conclusive fashion, we have seen demonstrated the 
unconquerable might of organized labor. Aroused 
and united, resolved to battle unflinchingly, the 
workers can challenge and defeat any force the em­
ploying class can hurl against them. The workers 
do not as yet realize the strength they possess. Once 
the awareness of that strength becomes fixed in 
the consciousness of the American working class 
as a whole, there w ill be no goal which the workers 
cannot dare to win.

Churchill’s Polish Ally 
Holds Nazi Racial Views
Anti-Semitism Of Polish Government-in-Exile Has Become Too Raw 
Even For Pro-War Editors O f  'Nation' And 'Jewish Frontier'

The Roosevelt-Churchill warriors for democracy find them­
selves in the same camp with a group of anti-Semites, the Polish 
government-in-exile.

How is it possible for the Polish government to share H it­
ler’s racial theories? Apologists for Britain are now busy at­
tempting to explain away this b it of Nazism in their own ranks.

W illiam  Zuckerman in The Nation of M ay 17 writes an
a rtic le  en titled  “ A n ti-S e m itism  in  
E x ile .”  He f irs t  p ic tu res the Pol­
ish masses, subjected to segrega­
tion  and v ir tu a l slavery. N e a rly  
a m illio n  Polish men and women 
have been deported to  Germ any 
as a labo r force. The rest, as w e ll 
as the Jews, are segregated in  
W arsaw  and o the r cities, barred 
fro m  streets, theatres, cafes, 
streetcars, etc. “ A ry a n ”  su ffe rs  
toge the r w ith  Jew.

Zuckerm an contrasts th is  p ic ­
tu re  w ith  th a t o f the Polish ru l­
in g  class now in  E ng land. He 
says: “ In te rn a l discussion’s o f the 
Jew ish question began a lm ost as 
soon as the f irs t  P o lish  exiles set 
fo o t on E ng lish  soil and have con­
tinued to  the  present day, as i f  
these ch ild ren  o f a na tion  des­
troyed had no problem  bu t th a t 
o f the Jews to  solve, as i f  a n ti-  
Sem itism  were the on ly  th in g  le f t  
o f old Poland w o rth  p reserv ing.”

T H E  S C A N D A L  IN  
T H E  P O LIS H  A R M Y

In  the  Polish a rm y, w h ich  a ll 
Poles o f m il ita ry  age in  E ng land 
are obliged to  jo in , d isc rim in a to ry  
practices reached the p o in t where 
ten Jew ish doctors resigned in  a 
body in  re v o lt aga ins t the  h u m il­
ia tin g  tre a tm e n t accorded them  
and the Jew ish soldiers. S iko rsk i, 
com m ander-in -ch ie f o f the Polish 
a rm y was forced to  issue orders 
aga inst d isc rim in a tio n  in  order 
to qu ie t the  scandal.

B ut, continues Zuckerm an, “ an

Should the Nazis succeed in ' 
ga in ing  con tro l of Crete', they 
would ob ta in  a position o f great 
stra teg ic  value. T h e ir a ir  force 
w i l l  be able to operate more ef­
fec tive ly  against the B r it is h  
N avy in  the Eastern M ed ite rra­
nean and against the Suez Canal. 
F rom  Crete they can go on to 
Cyprus and thence to S yria . And 
fro m  S yria  they w i l l  be in  a posi­
tio n  to go east to Ira q  and south- 
westward to the Suez w h ich  would 
also be attacked from  the west 
fro m  L ibya . The capture o f Suez 
w ould d rive  the B r it is h  ou t of the 
M editerranean and make possible 
the shipm ent o f o il from  Ira q  v ia  
th a t sea.

I t  is  probably tru e  th a t the 
w a r w i l l  no t be won by H it le r  
even i f  he succeeds in  d r iv in g  
the B r it is h  ou t o f the  M ed ite r­
ranean. B u t by do ing so he w i l l  
be able to  ob ta in  th a t w h ich he 
needs m ost o f a l l^ o i l .  H is  
chances fo r  v ic to ry  w ill bp in ­
creased g re a tly . S ure ly  his 
chances fo r  ob ta in ing  a nego­
tia ted  peace w il l  become more 
favorable.
The B r it is h  position is not help­

ed any by the a ttitu d e  of the 
Arabs in  the Near and M iddle 
East. Even i f  the B r it is h  im per­
ia lis ts  should succeed, in  defeat­
in g  the Ira q  troops, the  h o s t ility  
o f the A rab  population to the 
B r it is h  plays in to  the hands of 
the Nazis. N o t th a t the Arabs do 
not understand th a t the Nazis 
s im p ly  w ant to displace the B r i t ­
ish as th e ir  ru le rs . B u t an op­
pressed people is always anxious 
to d rive  ou t the m ost im m ediate 
oppressors —  in  th is  case the 
B r it is h  —  hoping to settle w ith  
r iv a l oppressors in  the fu tu re .

How  superfic ia l a ll these 
“ p ra c tica l”  po litic ian s  in  the 
labo r movement are who con­
tend th a t fo r  the w orkers to  
take over power in  England 
would mean an im m ediate H i t ­
le r v ic to ry . A  w ork ing-c lass 
governm ent in  England, g ra n t­
in g  freedom to  a ll colonies, 
would im m edia te ly  b r in g  the 
whole A rab  w o rld  and the hun­
dreds o f m illio ns  in  Ind ia  in to  
the s trugg le  aga inst H it le r  and 
make his position com plete ly 
untenable.
W ith  the Nazis in  contro l of 

Crete the p o ss ib ility  of w a r be­
tween the B r it is h  and V ich y  be­
comes m uch greater. F o r tha t w i l l  
b rin g  the Nazis closer to Syria  
and f ig h tin g  between B r it is h  and 
German troops in  S yria  w i l l  al-

a tt itu d e  w h ich  could be sup­
pressed by  m il i ta ry  o rder in  the 
a rm y could no t be eradicated 
fro m  c iv il li fe , and an ti-S em itism  
has persisted among the exiles, 
p a rtic u la r ly  among the Polish in-» 
te llec tua ls— professors, h i  s t  o r -  
ians, w rite rs , jo u rn a lis ts , c iv il 
servants, fo rm e r members o f the 
D iet, and G overnm ent o ffic ia ls .”

These are n o t isolated cases o f 
an ti-S em itism  b u t express the 
fixed ou tlook o f the Polish ru lin g  
class. Zuckerm an rep o rts : “ O f 
the dozen o r more Polish papers 
published in  England, p ra c tica lly  
a ll except the  outspoken Social­
is t press a rc  m ore o r less pe rm ­
eated w ith  an ti-S em itism  . . .  The 
Jestem Polakem , organ o f the 
Polish N a tion a l Dem ocrats is 
brazen ly c a rry in g  on an ti-Jew ish 
N azi propaganda in  the Polish 
language w ith  a l l the  em bellish­
ments o f the N az i ra c ia l ‘p h il­
osophy’ and Ju lius  S tre icher’s 
ph raseo logy . . .  A t  the tim e  I  
w r ite ,”  he says, “ the Jestem Po­
lakem  is s t i l l  appearing, despite 
e ffo r ts  to  stop its  pub lica tion  by 
c u ttin g  o f f  its  supp ly  o f paper.”

W H A T  T H E  P O LIS H  
P A R L IA M E N T  D ISCUSSES

Recently the  Polish N a tion a l 
Council, o r pa rlia m e n t in  exile 
m et in  London. “ On th is  occas- 
sion,”  says Zuckerm an, “ the  Jew­
ish question was fo rm a lly  d is­
cussed in  the  classic m anner of

most ce rta in ly  drag V ich y  in to  
the co n flic t on the side of H itle r . 
The B r it is h  have already a ttack­
ed the French airdrom es in  Syria  
and General Dentz, representing 
V ich y  in  Syria , has threatened to 
use the French a rm y against the 
B rit is h .

D a rlan ’s speech to  the F rench 
people on F rid a y , M ay 23, te l l­
in g  them th a t in  h is con fe r­
ences w ith  H it le r  the  la tte r  did 
no t ask France to  declare w ar 
aga inst G reat B r ita in  and did 
no t demand the  use o f the 
French navy o r o f F rench col­
onics, was no assurance a t a ll 
to  the B rit is h . D a rlan  was care­
fu l no t to  say w h a t H it le r  did 
ask and w h a t was agreed to. 
Even i f  he asked and obtained 
on ly economic co llabora tion  the 
re la tionsh ip  between V ichy  and 
B r ita in  would n o t im prove any. 
The V ichy people have com m it­
ted th e ir  fo rtunes and the  fo r ­
tunes o f th e ir  class to  H itle r .
T ha t the French w o rk in g  mass­

es are v io le n tly  opposed to the 
Nazis is  o f no great concern to 
P eta in  and D arlan  who, because 
o f th a t very  fact, are anxious fo r 
a fasc is t v ic to ry . W ith o u t such 
a v ic to ry  they cannot rem ain in 
con tro l fo r  any leng th  o f tim e.

I t  can be taken fo r  granted 
th a t the  French masses w ill 
have less desire fo r  w a r aga inst 
B r ita in  than they had fo r  the 
w a r aga inst H it le r .  T h is  a t t i ­
tude o f the French masses is a 
fa c to r s ta y in g  V ich y ’s hand bu t 
the  pressure o f H it le r  is  unre­
len ting .

T ro tsky ’s Last 1 P o rk

M A N IF E S T O  OF T H E  

F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L

on the
IM P E R IA L IS T  W A R

and the
P R O L E T A R IA N  R E V O L U T IO N  

48 pages 5 cents per copy

Order from

P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S  

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 

New Y o rk  C ity

the Sejm (p a rlia m e n t) in  W a r­
saw. Those who spoke were not 
irresponsib le  P olish jo u rn a lis ts  
b u t fo rm e r deputies o f the Sejm, 
p a r ty  leaders lik e  Y ushviak, and 
P olish statesmen lik e  General 
Z he ligow ski, ‘ the hero o f W iln o ’ . 
In  e ffe c t th e y  declared th a t a fte r  
the w a r Poland w ould have no 
place fo r  the Jews and th a t the 
on ly  so lu tion  fo r  the whole pa in ­
fu l problem  was to  deport a ll 
European Jews to  a desert is land 
o f f  the coast o f A fr ic a .”

A f te r  a ll th is  Zuckerm an, a be­
lie ve r in  B r ita in ’s “ w a r fo r  dem­
ocracy,”  makes no a tte m p t to  ex­
p la in  how he and others lik e  h im  
can continue to  sup po rt these 
Polish reactionaries and help 
them to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  govern­
m en ta l posts. H is  a rtic le  closes 
in  th is  resigned m anner: “ B u t 
somehow n o th in g  is  m ore de­
pressing tha n  these t r iv ia l  words 
and acts o f a people who have 
learned no th in g  fro m  th e ir  g re a t 
ordeal.”  He thus a c tu a lly  a t­
tem pts to blame, n o t the  ru l in g  
class, b u t the Polish masses who 
are s u ffe r in g  now under N az i 
ru le  w h ile  th e ir  leaders scheme 
ways o f con tinu ing  the  old re  
gim e in  the  fu tu re .

T H E  ‘J E W IS H  F R O N T IE R ’ 
IN D IC T S  S IK O R S K I

In  h is en tire  re p o rt the  on ly 
one, according to  Zuckerm an, who 
made any a tte m p t to  stem  the 
anti-Sem ites was ' S iko rsk i.

B u t the  M ay issue o f the  Jew­
ish F rontie r,- speaking o f S iko r- 
s k i’s v is i t  here and the  in te rv iew s 
and speeches he made says:

“ The Polish governm ent has 
learned l i t t le  fro m  its  experienc­
es and ex ile  o f the  la s t eighteen 
m o n th s . . .  On S iko rsk i’s p a r t  
the re  was no t even an a tte m p t to 
conceal the  old ing ra ined  a n ti-  
S em itic  a ttitu d e s  and supers ti­
tions.”

The Jew ish F ro n tie r, a m aga­
zine o f “ S ocia lis t”  Jew ish libe ra ls  
who- fu l ly  suppo rt Roosevelt and 
his w a r moves, tr ie s  in  some w ay 
to gloss over the  fa c t  th a t the 
an ti-S em itic  Polish governm ent- 
in -ex ile , has the  support o f 
Roosevelt and C h u rch ill. I t.e n d s  
its  exposure o f S iko rsk i and the 
Polish reactionaries b y  a pious 
w ish : “ W e hope and believe th a t 
h ith e rto  anonymous forces w ith ­
in  the  Polish people w i l l  come to  
the fore a t the conclusion o f the 
w ar and w i l l  replace the generals 
o f the type o f S iko rsky and H a l­
le r.”

I f  by the “ anonymous forces," 
the Jew ish F ro n tie r  means the 
Polish w orkers and peasants, we 
are ready to second the w ish. But 
th a t w ish  cannot be realized 
th rough  Roosevelt arid C hurch ill, 
who support the  Polish ru lin g  
class.

L U D W IG  LO R E  D E F E N D S  
T H E S E  A N T I-S E M IT E S !

Am ong the apologists there are 
those who are more p o lit ic a lly  de­
veloped and have learned that 
when you say A  you m ust say B. 
Those ready to support B r it is h  
im peria lism  m ust accept and sup­
po rt a ll the a llie s  of B r ita in , in ­
c lud ing  Poland’s government-in- 
exile, an ti-Sem itism  and a ll.

The New Y o rk  Post understands 
th is  and so does its  , colum nist, 
Lu dw ig ’ Lore. Under the hypocri­
tica l heading “ Polish Chiefs in 
E x ile  F ig h t A nti-S em itism ”  on 
M ay 21-he attem pts to whitewash 
the Polish governm ent-in-exile.

A d m itt in g  th a t W illia m  Zucker­
man is "w e ll known as an in fo rm ­
ed and re liab le  w r ite r  p a rticu la r ly  
versed on th is  v ita l subject”  he 
proceeds to answer the m ate ria l 
in  Zuckerm an’s a rtic le  w h ich, he 
adds, "deals w ith  alleged anti-Se­
m it ic  tendencies among the Pol­
ish exiles in  Eng land.”

To the actua l facts cited by 
Zuckerm an and the Jew ish F ro n ­
t ie r  Lore counterposes . . .  a per­
sonal conversation he had w ith  
S iko rsk i in  w h ich  the General as­
sured Lore  o f h is  opposition to 
an ti-S em itism ! In  add ition , Lore 
produces a long quotation from  
a speech by Jan Stanczylt, Polish 
M in is te r of L a b o r 'in  w h ich  anti- 
Sem itism  is soundly berated . . . 
in  Germany!

Maybe S iko rsk i has declared 
“ repeatedly,” , as Lore says th a t he 
is aware o f the dangers o f an ti- 
Sem itism  and w i l l  f ig h t to stamp 
i t  out, bu t equally o ften S iko rsk i 
and the others have done1 the 
th ings The N a tion  and The Jew­
ish  F ro n tie r  describe.

O N  THE W A R  FRONTS
■ - by GEORGE STERN „ ... 1

Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

The Proponents o f  a Negotiated Peace
F rom  the ve ry  beg inn ing  o f the w a r there  have 

been groups in  both im p e ria lis t camps anxious to  
achieve peace. H it le r  h im se lf, a f te r  hav ing  overrun 
Poland and since then, has o ffe red to  en ter in to  peace 
negotiations. In  th is  cou n try  the  “ is o la tio n is t”  section 
o f the cap ita lis t: class has been u rg ir ig  and even c lam ­
o rin g  to  have Roosevelt take the in it ia t iv e  in  s ta rt in g  
peace nego tia tions. The f l ig h t  o f Hess, w h ich  m ore 
and m ore appears to have been undertaken fo r  the 
purpose o f sounding o u t the poss ib ilities  fo r  peace 
negotia tions (e ith e r w ith  o r w ith o u t the consent o f 
H it le r ) ,  has fu rn ished  the “ iso la tio n is ts ”  w ith  another 
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  dem anding a negotiated peace.

F rom  the a ttitu d e  o f any g roup  on the w a r i t  is 
sim ple to deduce w h a t its  a tt itu d e  w i l l  be on the  ques­
tion  o f a negotiated peace. W ar, as has been expla ined 
b y  us m any tim es, is on ly  a con tinua tion  o f  po litics  
by o the r means and the po licy  o f any p o lit ic a l group 
towards w a r and peace has the  same genera l pa tte rn .

W hen the  rea c tion a ry  section o f the “ iso la tio n is t”  
w in g  clam ors , fo r  peace i t  is  understandable, because 
its  “ iso la tion ism ”  is based p r im a r ily  on tw o  fa c to rs : 
(1 ) fe a r  th a t the w a r w i l l  lead to  re v o lu tio n a ry  up­
heavals, and (2 ) sym pathy fo r  fascism . I t  is o f course 
understood th a t a negotia ted peace a t th is  tim e  w ould  
mean a v ic to ry  fo r  H it le r .  The m in im um  H it le r  w ou ld  
achieve w ou ld  be dom ination  o f a ll o f Europe. A n o th e r 
fa c to r w h ich  p lays an im p o rta n t ro le  in  the  an x ie ty  
o f rea c tion a ry  forces to  achieve a negotia ted peace 
is the  idea th a t such a peace w i l l  enable H it le r  to 
th ro w  h is forces aga ins t the Soviet U nion.

N orm an Thomas’ Case fo r  
Negotiated Peace

H u m an ita ria n  dem ocrats o f the type o f  N orm an 
Thomas m ust also fa v o r  a negotia ted peace. In  the  
f ir s t  place w a r is bad, as f a r  as these hum an ita rians 
are concerned, because i t  b rings s u ffe r in g  and death. 
F o r them  peace, any k ind  o f peace, is  b e tte r than  
w a r— even though H it le r  should ga in  con tro l o f a l l o f 
Europe. Then again w a r is bad because i t  threatens 
th e  existence o f w hateve r democracy the re  is  in  th is  
cou n try : in  th e ir  a n x ie ty  to  save democracy in  one 
coun try  they are p e rfe c tly  w i ll in g  to  le t  H it le r  k i l l  i t  
in  a ll o th e r countries.

People lik e  Thomas cannot be taken serious ly  be­
cause the y  base th e ir  po litics  n o t on the basis o f a 
re a lis tic  analysis o f the forces a c tu a lly  a t  w o rk , bu t 
on th e ir  va in  hopes and desires. There is no m ore 
d isgu s ting  spectacle tha n  a “ S oc ia lis t”  N o rm an 
Thomas, gush ing a ll over fo r  peace, m ak ing  an a l­
liance w ith  people lik e  L indbergh, who is  con tro lled  
by the  m ost rea c tion a ry  forces on the p o lit ic a l scene.

W hy Roosevelt Now Opposes Peace
A g a in s t a negotiated peace a t th is  tim e  is the sec­

tio n  o f the ru l in g  class led by Roosevelt. T h is  section, 
anxious to  destroy the m ost dangerous r iv a l o f A m e­
rican  im peria lism  and confident th a t i t  is able to  do 
so, sees no reason fo r  en te rin g  in to  nego tia tions fo r  
peace. A s fa r  as the  B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  are con­
cerned, a negotiated peace a t the present would mean 
a serious defeat. They have to  continue the s trugg le  
so long  as the re  is a chance fo r  v ic to ry — although 
even a v ic to ry  means in  re a lity  a v ic to ry  fo r  A m e ri­
can im peria lism .

Should the w a r d rag  on, however, both Roosevelt 
and C h u rch ill m ay be compelled to  accept the idea o f 
a negotia ted peace.

A nd  ju s t  as a ll groups in  the camp o f im peria lism  
adopt an a ttitu d e  on negotiated peace w h ich  is in  
fundam enta l agreem ent w ith  th e ir  a tt itu d e  on the 
w ar, so does ou r po licy  tow ard  negotia ted peace flo w  
n a tu ra lly  and in e v ita b ly  fro m  our a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the  
w ar. B e tte r s t ill ,  ou r a tt itu d e  on nego tia ted peace 
fo llow s fro m  ou r basic a tt itu d e  tow ards c a p ita lis t 
society in  its  im p e r ia lis t stage.

O ur P osition  O n Negotiated Peace
I t  m ust be understood th a t a nego tia ted peace o r  • 

any k in d  o f peace a rrived  a t by  im p e ria lis t r iv a ls  can 
be on ly  an im p e ria lis t peace ju s t  as a w a r fo u g h t by 
im p e r ia lis t r iv a ls  can be o n ly  an im p e ria lis t w a r. 
B o th  have as th e ir  m o tive  fo rce  the question o f 
colonies, ra w  m a te ria ls , m arke ts  and spheres o f  in ­
fluence. F rom  th is  basic fa c to r i t  fo llow s  th a t  ou r 
position  on a negotiated peace is the same as ou r 
position  w ith  reference to  the  w ar. W e are opposed 
to  both because they  a re  im p e ria lis t in  character.

N a tr ira lly  i t  is n o t su ffic ie n t to  sta te  th is  basic 
proposition  and leave i t  as i t  is. F u r th e r  exp lanation  
is essential. E v e ry  demagogue, every enemy o f  ours, 
w i l l  a tte m p t to  u t il iz e  ou r basic position  fo r  the  p u r­
pose o f convincing people th a t  since we are opposed 
to a negotiated peace we a re  fo r  a con tinua tion  o f 
the w a r.

W h ile  our basic position  tow a rd  an im p e ria lis t 
peace is the  same as ou r a tt itu d e  to  im p e ria lis t w ar, 
our tac tics  w ith  reference to  a negotia ted peace w ould  
d if fe r  considerably fro m  our tactics w ith  reference to  
im p e ria lis t w ar. A g a in s t an im p e ria lis t w a r we c a rry  
on a constant cam paign in  the  sense th a t we a tte m p t 
to  m obilize the  masses aga inst d ra gg ing  the cou n try  
in to  such a w a r. A nd  a t a ce rta in  stage d u r in g  the  
w a r we m ay use the  slogan o f  peace.

W e w ould  no t c a rry  on a s im ila r  a g ita tio n  aga ins t 
a negotia ted peace. W e could n o t possib ly  u t il iz e  a 
slogan o f “ stop the peace.”  I t  is  tru e  th a t  a rep re ­
sen ta tive  o f our p a r ty  in  Congress w ou ld  vote both 
aga ins t a decla ra tion  o f im p e r ia lis t w a r and aga ins t 
the acceptance o f an im p e ria lis t peace. B u t in  his ex­
p lana tion  he would make clear the reasons w h y  he 
votes aga ins t th a t “ peace.”

W e can sum up as fo llo w s : They are re a lly  no t 
aga inst w a r who are n o t fo r  the ove rth row  o f the 
system  th a t produces w a r; the y  are n o t re a lly  fo r  
peace who are n o t fo r  the ove rth row  o f the system 
which makes peace im possible. They on ly  are a g a iijs t 
w a r and fo r  peace who continue the  class s trugg le  
both d u rin g  im p e ria lis t w a r  and d u rin g  im p e ria lis t 
peace.
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