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GM Workers

Ready To Stri

ke

Their Pressure Forces Officials To Set
Strike Deadline; Want Original Demands

DETROIT, Mich. May 12—The [nternational Executive
Board of the United Automobile Workers CIO, in the face of
protracted and fruitless negotiations with General Motors and

the National Defense Mediation

Board panel in Washington. set

Thursday, May 15, 7 am. as the strike deadline in 60 GM

plants.

In reports to union officials in a conference in Detroit Sun-
day, Walter Reuther and George F. Addes reported that none of

the union’s major demands have

been met by the company. The

ten weeks of negotiations have brought nothing but a waste of

time, and union officials voted to
strike Thursday should there be
no satisfactory agreement reach-
ed in two days of negotiations
early this week.

Loecal union officers were in-
structed to gel their locals in full
preparation for strike. Through-
out GM, Ilocals are setting up
strike kitchens, broadening the
Flying Squadrons, and bracing
themselves for a strike.

The impasse which bas been
reached, reveals that the compa-
ny is bent on a showdown battle.
The fruitless weeks of stalling
with the Mediation board, a trap
fnto which Reuther and Thomas
Tell all too easily, netted the un‘
fon nothing but lost time, Never-
thless, the GM locals are in a
strong position.

UNION IS READY

Never was the UAWLCIO as
powerful as it is today in GM.
The overwhelming majority of
GM workers are in the UAW, Lo-
cals arewell organized compared
to two years ago. There is also
a considerable treasury built up,
both by the international, and in
loeal unions, to support the strike.

The strike date was set after a
veritable barrage of demands was
hurled at the International offi-
cers by local union militants.
Commitiees from local unions in

(Continued on Page

Detroit Is City Of
Strikes As GM
Battle Approaches

DETROIT, Mich.—The city
of Detroit is now the city of
strikes. With GM on the verge
of a strike, the scene is dotted
with major hattles.

The Hudson Motor company
has been served strike notice
by the UAW, and the date set
for Tuesday, May 13.

The 7,000 workers of the
Murray Corporation in De-
“troit" have also prepared for
strike action.

Meanwhile the Ex-Cello
strike of tool and die men con-
tinues in an effective shut
down of all work.

The Teamsters union is
waging a major battle with
the lumber trade, in a strike
which has spread to all the
building trades, who walked
out in sympathy with the
Teamsters. The Teamsters of-
ficials have announced that
should there be no settlement
shortly with the lumber deal-
ers, a general teamsters strike
of 30,000 drivers, including
over-the-road men, will be
called.

A few weeks ago the Jews cele-
brated the Feast of Passover,
commémorating the departure of
the Jews from Egypt for the
Promised Land. The near future
may hold for Jews the twisted
irony of a new exodus, an exodus
from the Promised Land back to
Egypt.

The chances are that with
the threat of a Nazi drive
through Syria into Palestine
toward Suez, this exodus has
already begun. As usual it
would be those Jews with some
money who are able to get out
just in advance of the storm.
For the rest, the hapless hun-
dreds of thousands who
thought that in Palestine they
might find refuge, the time of
flight amid the storm may well
be drawing near.

For decades now the Zionists
have placed all hopes of a Jewish
homeland upon the sharp points
of British bayonets. They depend-
ed upon these bayonets to defend
them against the Arabs and pre-
ferred this defense to the choice
of a compact between Arab and
Jew. In the last few yecars they
secured precious little defense
against the Arabs and tomorrow
they will have even less certainty
of defense against the approach-
ing Nazi legions. There will be
no way left but to retrace the
path of Moses through the wild-
erness back into lgypt land.

The Arabs, for their part,
twisted about like pawns by

venal leaders, may find them-
selves transferred from. the

ON THE WAR FRONTS

by GEORGE STERN

British imperialist yoke to the
German, The compromises of
their leaders in the past twenty
vears with the British would
bear fruit now not in liberation
but in subjection to the Nazis.

Both Jew and Arab, in other
words, may have to pay in this
form for their failure to find the
common ground on which both
could be frée.

But take the other variant...
that Hitler will not succeed in.
reaching Suez from the East
...what then for the Jewish
homeland in Palestine? It is al-
ready a battle sector. The Brit-
ish have to gamble desperately
upon Arab support against the
Nazis and who can doubt for a
single moment that they will
gladly offer up to Arab leaders
the carcass of Jewish “home-
land” hopes in return for such
support?

When we, for years, repeat-
edly warned that the only hope
of the Jews in Palestine was
accord with the Arabs fella-
heen, that the only hope of Jews
everywhere was in the over-
throw of capitalism, we were
brushed off as extremists and
dreamers. “Realism” was the
keynote of Zionist policy for
the Jews. Let Jews ponder now
where this realism is taking
them—back into Egypt land.
For our part we repeat once
more: the Jew will be liberated
only when all mankind is freed
from the butchering rapacity
of imperialism,

Another Detroit Picket Line

Striking members of the United Automobile \_Vorkers (C10) picket the strike-bound main
plant of the Ex-Cell-O Corp. in Detroit, where 3, 000 workers have walked out to fight for a 10
cent hourly increase. The company has several million dollars worth of war orders for tools and.
parts,

AFL-CIO Locals Unite In
Frisco Shipyard Strike

Repudiate Hillman-Green Agreement, Demand Wages Equal To
Other Machinists In Bay Area, And Signed Bethlehem Contract

SAN FRANCISCO, May

13—Spurning the government-

sponsored na-strike “master contract,” 1900 striking AFL and
C1O machinists, their picket lines respected by 18,000 other ship-

vard workers, have shut down

11 shipbuilding plants in this

area. They went out FFriday at midnight.

A huge mobilization of police ordered out to intimidate the
strikers by Chief of Police Dullea could find no pretext for
molesting the pickets yesterday and today,

The strikers include 1200 members of Local 68, AFL Mach-

inists, and 700 members of the
Gast Bay Machinists Lodge 1304,
Steel Weorkers Organizing Com-
mittee (CIO). They are demand-
ing $1.15 an hour instead of $1.12
and doubletime for overtime in-
stead of the time-and-a-half offer-
ed in the employer-government-

AFL Executive Council agree-
ment. The strikers’ demamds

would represent a $6.16 increase
for a 48-hour week over the
wages provided for machinists in
the imposed z2greement.

At a mass meeling yesterday,
over 1,000 AFL strikers rejected
2 demand from the Office of Tro-
duction Management that they go
back to work and then negoliate.

BETHLEHEM IS KEY

Largest shipyard struck is the
Bethlehem Steel works here, in
whicli 900 of the striking machin-
ists are employed. Bethlehem,
which is the key point of the
strike, has maintained a tradi-
tional policy of refusing to sign
a contract directly with the local
unions. The strikers declare that
it would be senseless Lo stop their
strike and then try to get a con-
tract from Bethlehem Steel.

This attitude was c}'pressed aft-
er yesterday's meeting by leaders
of Local 68, who stated:

“Our members took the posi-
tion and passed a resolution to
the effect, that inasmuch as
we've never been able to get
an agreement out of Bethle-
hem Steel in the past twenty-
two years, we don't feel any
good purpose would be served
by sending the men back to
work before an agreement is
reached now.

“We feel it would only pro-
long the controversy and prob-
ably result in a repetition of
what we are going through
now."” '

The strike was called in defiance
of wired demands of government
officials that it be called off. Secy

retary of Navy Knox and Rear
Admiral Land of the Maritime
Commission attempted an unsue-
cessful last-minute intervention,

GREEN FINKS AGAIN
William Green, AFL president,
turned his strikebreaking efforte
momentarily away from the CIO
to launch a strikebreaking blast
at the members of his own organ-
ization here. John P. Frey, chief
of the AFL Metal Trades Council,
has joined in the unholy chorus.

Conlinued solid picket lines,
idle machinery and smokeless
chimneys in the five closed yards
here and in the six closed yards
across the Bay in Alameda testify
to the contempt witlh which the
strikers arve treating the “outlaw"
strike yelping of the labor skates.

The government officials, em-
ployers and AFL tops who cooked
up the coast-wide shipyard ‘“mas-
ter contract,” with which they are
attempting to "freeze” wages and
impose no-strike conditions on the
shipyard workers, declare the
strike is an "unlawful” repudia-
tion of a contract.

The strikers assert that this
agreement was signed in violation
of their local autonomy and that
they have never subscribed to it.
It does not exist as far as they
are concerned,

Sidney Hillman was the father
of this “master contract" idea
and had hopes of spreading it
throughout the entire shipbulid-
ing industry.
“master contract” was signed
Seattle April 28,

CIO BACKS STRIKE

In contrast to the poliey of the
AFL chiefs, the CIO heads have
not attempted to interfere with
their striking members here. The
Steel Workers Organizing Com-
mittee is backing the strike. The
bosses are unable to claim' that
the "master contract” applies to
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The West (‘nast'

AFL Strikers Are
Following Example
Of CIO Strike Gains

Undoubtedly inspired by the
gains won during the recent
CIO strikes, AFL workers in
all sections of the country are
beginning to strike despite
William Green’s “no-strike”
injunctions.

Among the numerous AFL
walk-outs of the past week,
excluding the San Francisco
shipyards strike, were the fol-
lowing:

Building trades workers tie-
up at the huge Army ordin-
ance depot construction proj-
ect at Gallup, New Mexico.

Shut-down of construction
work on $35,000,000 govern-
ment ordinance plant by AFL
carpenters in Ravenna, Ohio.

Halting of work in Boston
on cogslruct.ion at the big
Navy drydock.

2500 molders out from 40
iron and brass foundries in
Chicago and Fox River Valley.

Cleveland Welding Com-
pany, manufacturing submar-
ine and tank parts, itlosed by
machinists.

the CIO machinists because the
CIO officials were not invited in
‘on the "“master contiact” deal.

Spurring on the shipyard strik
ers to press for their demands
is the fact that some 2500 AFL

machinists — alse members
of Local 68 — won the rates and
conditions which the present

strikers are asking, in a recent

successful three-weeks strike of

the inland machine shops in this

area,
The rates demanded by the
shipyard men arc therefore the

prevailing rates in this area.

As I3, F. Dillon, business agent
for Local G8, expressed the work-
"Why should 1,200

of our members work under a con-

ers’ feelings:

tract that is less favorable to

them than one we won by strike
action for 2,600 others®?

©
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RULE SHAKY

No Self-Confidence In
Nazi Tops, Rift Shows

But Hitler Still Rests On Masses’ Fear Of Another Versailles;
A British Workers’ Government Would Quickly Topple H itler

At the height of the Nazi military victories, Rudolf Hess, Flitler's deputy as leader of the
Nazi party, has fled Germany like a rat leaving a sinking ship.

Had Hess any faith in the durability of those victories, it is inconceivable that he would
have fled. Designated as the second heir to the supreme rulership of Germany, what could Hess
have fled from, except in fear of impending disaster? The idea that Hess' flight was a trick of
Hitler’s is absurd on the face of it: what gain to Hitler from such a maneuver could compen-
sate for the major blow to morale caused by the news that Hess has fled to England?

Once Hess' sanity is conceded—and Berlin appears to have abandoned its first attempts to
label him insane—it must be assumed that he fled after a serious quarrel among the rulers of
Germany and that the strife came over the question of making peace with Britain.

Berlin asserts that Hess wants peace with Britain because he

will be destroyed. This “explanation” would have us believe that
this monster, guilty of countless murders, has suddenly become
solicitous of the lives that would be lost in further warfare! The
one probable clement of truth in Berlin's explanation is that
Hess does want peace with Britain.

That can only mean that the situation in Germany and
Europe is far more serious than has been generally believed.

The difficulties confronting the Nazis in the occupied coun-
tries are clear enough. Hitler, remembering the disastrous con-
sequences of the German attempt to rule Belgium, northern
FFrance and the Ukraine by naked bayonets in the last war,
sought to find another way. He sought strong native collabora-
tors, capable of establishing “independent” regimes.

But in Norway, Belgium, Holland, occupied France, Hitler
has failed and must rule directly and with bayonets, as did the

Kaiser. Surrounded by universal
hostility, German army morale
collapsed in 1918 in the occupied
countries—that is the danger
again today. And, no more than
in 19017-18, can production in
those countries be organized ef-
fectively by armed force. Nazi
propaganda adds up the popula-
tion of occupied Europe as if it
were counting allies instead of
enemies—but Hess knows bettler.

UNREST IN GERMANY

Since Hess, “the original Nazi,”
looks upon other peoples as mere
subjects, his demoralization prob-
ably means that within Germany
too there is extreme dissatisfac-
tion among the masses. One can

scarcely exaggerate
cance of the fact that Hess fled
at the height of the military vie-
torieg. I the dissatisfaction and
danger of real opposition in Ger-
many is already so apparent now,
then we can imagine what Hess
expects when the Nazis run into
their first military defeats!

The British authorities — ap-
parently expecting a new Hitler-
Stalin pact —. appear desirous of
spreading the story that Hess op-
posed full German collaboration
with Stalin., The British

would have it that Hess

story
is in
“principled” opposition to alliance
with the Soviet Union, But if

Akron Rubber Workers
Set Five-Day Deadline

Goodrich Local Rejects Contract, Sends
Negotiators Back For 10-Cent Raise

AKRON, Ohio, May 11 — The
CI10 rubber workers here are pre-
paring to go to town [or higher
wages. The rubber corporations’
huge war profits, can stand a
wage hike and the workers will
get it — or else,

A special mecting  of
Goodrich company Local No.
United Rubber Workers (CIO), to-
day voted down a proposed mnew
contract, brought in by the local's
negotiations committee, which of-
fered only a thyee cent raise over
the old contract and a reclassifi-
cation of the Bedaux time study
on each job,

The members, bucking the dis-
pleasure of the union's Interna-
tional Presidenf, Sherman Dal-
z'ymplo. who wuas present atl the
meeting, overwhelmingly passed
a motion instructing the nego-
tiating committee to go back to
the bosses and demand a decent
raise of 10 ¢ents an hour, the
closed shop and a better reclassi-
fication of the required produc-
tion per hour,

SET STRIKE DEADLINE

The workers put teeth into
their demands by setting a fixed
deadline for the bosses Lo come
through on their demands. ‘This
was put at 15 days by a first mo-
tion, but was later changed 1o
five days, as the workers think
that's giving plenty of time to

the

the bosses (o make up their
minds.

A further motion was passed
giving the commitiee powér to
call a walk-out after the deadline
has been passed.

When this motion was intro-
duced, Dalyrymple made violent
signs of displeasure from the
platform. The local chairman,

George Bass, noted ‘this and
said: “I suppose Brother Dal-
rymple will over-rule me on
this, but I'm going to put this
{o a vote.”

Bass put it to a vote and the
members gave the motion full
support.

Dalrymple, in his speech tried
te throw cold water on the work-
ers’ militancy by openly discour-
aging strike action, telling the
workers that nothing was gained
by strikes — he apparently for-
got be was talking to the unen
who established their union by
the magnificent rubber strikes of
37 — and practically intimated
to the workers that they should
take the company's miserable of-
fer.

He was given the coldest recep-
tion he has ever received  in
Akron.

The Goodrich men arve priming
themselves for action and have
fixed their eyes on the deadline
five days from today.

the signifi-|

15 certain that otherwise Britain

Hess had any faith that the Nazis
were marching to victory, it is
hard to believe that he would
have been troubled by a new link
with the Soviet reginie. Nazi vic-
tory, he knows: would be follow-
ed by invasion of (he Soviet
Union,

The kernel of truth in this
story is.probably that Hess be-
lieved an alliance with Stalin
would not solve any of Germany’s
problems and that he counterpos-
ed to such an alliance the idea
of making peace with Britain.

The British are also spreading
the implication that Hess believes
Britain will be victorious. That,
however, does not follow from
Hess' lack of faith in the future
of the Nazis. He could scarcely
hope to convince the British to
make peace at. this moment,
when Hitler has the advantage,
if he believed the British would
soon win,

Much more likely is that
Hess fears the consequences of
further warfare, not only to
the Nazis but also to the Brit-
ish rulers. With his pelitical
experience he knows that, if the
Nazi ruler is overturned in the
course of the war, it will be the
workers and peasants of Eu-
rope who will come to the fore;
that Britain’s subject peoples
will also rise, taking advantage
of Britain's difficulties; and
that in a world in revolution-
ary flames Churchill will be as
endangered as Hitler,

Hess, then, may be pleading
for peace, not only for the sake
of Germany’s rulers, but on the
basis that the ruling class of
the two countries must unite
against the common enemy: re-
volution.

Whatever Hess' own motivation
may be — and it may be long
before we really know what he
actually thought — his act haa
dealt the Nazi war machine a
deadly blow.

As deep as the gloom in the
Japanese press at the news of
this blow to its ally is, of course,
the joy in Washington and Bri-
tain. The “democratic” imperial-
JIsts consider this their victory and
it. s true that it bolsters them
in their conflict with the totali-
tavian imperialists.

But, in reality, this demoral-
ization and flight of the No. 3
Nazi is a harbinger of OUR
victory, the victory of the re-
volutionary fighters against
fascism and against imperial-
ism whether “democratic” or
fascist,

OUR PROGRAM CONFIRMED
Yes, it points the way to our
victory. Everywhere in the world
— and inside Germany — Hess'
act has illumined the essential
instability of the Nazi regime,
How foolisii appear those “de-
mocrats” who had such awe for
Nazism that they thought its mi-
litary exploifs were guaranteeing
it permanence!
How absurd are those ‘‘democ-
(Continued from Page 4)
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Write to us—tell ws what's going on in your part of the
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about?—tell
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
and the Stalinists—send s that story the capitalist press didw't
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open
to you. Letters must carry name and address, bul indicate if you
do not want your name printed,

Letter Gives Effects
Of War On Ireland

Despite Its ““Peace™

Editor:
Readers of THE MILITANT
will undpubtedly be interested in

the econditions confroniing 1he
Irish people, as rveveaied in tho
following excerpts from a4 letter

I just reeeived from Dublin, Tech-
nically Ireland is not in “ite war.
but these conditions show what
the war Is doing to Ireland
and this is just the beginninz,

B.C.

¥ & %
(Excerpts)

The almost complete lack of pe
trol complicates moving. I've got
to move my things only about 15
miles, but it is almost impbssible
to hire a lorry with enough pe-
trol to go that distance. There are
no privale cars allowed petrol ex
cept for doctors and priests, and
even the commercial lorries aré
very short. Most of Lhe haulage
is now done by horses. In facl
every horse in Ireland that is fit
to work and quile a few that are
not are now 1o be seen in the
streets,

Most of the lorries that ave still
running are fitted with pmdil(-m'
gas plants, more or less hastily
rigged up, to burn,Iyish anthra-
cite coal, or else have pgas bags
on top and are 1unning on fown
gas.

This and the general shortage
of everything has had a very bad
effect on industry. There is a very
great deal of unemployment.

In my new house there is no
way of lighting except by oil
lamps, as in many parts of Tre-
land, and it's fortunate that the
summer is coming, because lamp
oil is almost impossible to get.
Another diffienlty is fuel. It's not
only expensive, but often unob-
tainable.

Many seeds are also difficult to
get. One must just sow anything
obtainable and hope for the hest.

Feeding stuffs for my hens and]

other livestock are so expensive
as to be impossible, And on top
of everything else, including a
very bad sowing season which
may have disastrous effects upon
the crops, we have a standstill
order for cattie owing to the fool
and mouth disease,

I cannot, for example, get, a
permil to take my mileh goats
from my old farm to my new one,
The disease is terribly infectious
and no movements of cloven hoof-
ed animals is allowed at all, ex-
cept under permit for immediate
slaughter. Tt is forbidden to walk

across any field even to do busi-
ness, tor I'ear of carrying away
the germs on one's hoots.  Iven
dogs must be kept on g chain to
Keep them out ol the Relds. The
transport of straw and manure in
Dublin is forbidden. These pre
cautions are absolurely necessary
but can you imagine the effects
upon agriculture?

Dublin, March 27, 1941

Collective Action By
Soldiers Gets Them
Results At Tilden

EDITOR:
You might be interested to
hear of an incident that hap-

pened in the training camp here
at Fort Tilden. )
Regulation mstructions are
that we can't petition Congress
on any grievances but we must
take any grievance up only with
our immediate superior officers.
Some of the boys didn't like the
fact that we were permitted pass-
es to leave camp only on week-
ends, as we have most evenings

free and not mueh to keep us oc-
cupied then,

They started to circulate a
petition to get passes to leave
camp at any time we are off duty,
which is usually by 4:30 P.M. ex-
cept for oceasional minor duties
afterward. From then until 11:30
P.M., which is turn-in, we are off
duty.

Those who were circulating the
petition were warned by the
sergeant te stop, because he said
it was a court-martial offense
to civeulate a petition in the
army. That put the squelch on
the petition campaign.

Nevertheless, the petition act-
ivity must have put the officers
wise to how the men were feel-
ing. And to our great satisfaction
we have received passes now
which permit us to leave camp
whenever wa are off duty.

A DRAFTEE
Fort Tilden. Far Rockaway, N.Y.

In Los Angeles

Buy the

MILITANT
at

Lazerus Candy Store 2109
Brooklyn Ave.

Bgok Store E. 1Ist St. &
Rowan Ave.

Sam Smith's Newsstand 5th
& Main St

s--=-Army Style

Evicted from their headquarters by a landlord who showed a sudden bias against militant
unignism, these undaunted strikers from the J. S aker Mfg. Co. in Queens, New York City, pitched
this tent on a nearby vacant lot and set up strike hgaqqqartcrs. The 350 strik_ers. members of
the United Electrical, Radia and Machine Work ers (CI0). have been holdinz their picket line
for over five weeks in a fight for higher wages a nd better working conditions.

Bronx Slave Market Is

Merely Moved

'ndoors

Even LaGuardia Has To Admit, At Opening Ceremony, That He
Has Just Put A Roof Over It; A Union Of Domestics Nee ded

By MURRAY FIELD
The New York City Committee on Street Corner Markets,
compaosed of IFederal, State, civic, and social agencies, opened a

“hiring hall” on May 2

at 1029 Simpson St. just ofl Westchester

Avenue, in one of the many. Bronx neighborhoods where side-
walk hiring of domestic workers has been going on.

The Simpson Street Day Work Office, which is the first of
two projected “hiring halls,” will be open Monday through Fri-
day, 7:30 AM. to 4 P.M., and on Saturday from 7:30 A.M. to
I AM. A second office will soon be opened in the West Bronx.

The day prior to the opening of the Simpson Street Office,

Mayor LaGuardia and other city
officials spoke to a crowd of one
thousand people assembled in the
area.

Mayor LaGurdia said: "“Noth-
ing to date has really been solved
on this question of the domestics
here, it we are to be pertectly
frank.”

Migs Cora Cook, Chairman on
the Committee on Street Corneyr
Markets plainly state the limita-
tions of the step:

“The primary purpose of the of-
fice will be to give housewives and
day workers comfortable quarters,
off the streets, protected from in-
clement weather, with adeguate
seating and other facilities, in
which they can meet informally
to make their awn hiring arrange-
ments, just as they bave on the
streets in the past. We will not
supervise these arrangements or
interfere with them in any way.

“The office will be operated hy
a sltaff of two hostesges. Workers
will not be registered. no rvefer-
ences will be regunired, and there
will be no record keeping.”

For years certain areas
Bronx have been known as "slave
markets.” Negro women, in the
main residents of Harlem, would
congregate on the street corners
in search of domestic work. In

in the

'S corre - o

i Dancing

laas s oo

| WOoOWw!

Park your inhibitions!

Let yourself go!
to the
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Refreshments
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4 (ull you drop) (as you like them)
; Remember the goad time you had New Year's Fve? The SPRING COSTUME

BALL will be whoopier and giddier. Ideas for costumes:—A pair of labor skates

or: an OPM fig-leal (see Hillman for a union label). <
>

ADDED ATTRACTION:

H “Swivel Puss Swifty"” will be unleashed on the dance floor for the delectation of

the customers. I lang on to yvour vest buttons, folks! Ile's a riot of laughs.

SATURDAY, MAY 17th

Irving Plaza

Irving Place & 15th Street, New York City b

!

Pick your partners!
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all kinds of weather, these work-
ers appeared on the sireel corn-
ers, ready to sell their labor for
a day's wage.

The New York Waorld-Telegram.,
in reporting the decision of the
Committee to open “hiving halls,”
wrote:

“For vyears close-fisted
wives have made a practice of
bargaining and cliseling domestic
workers into doing their chores
for slave wages. In rain, snow,
and blistering sun the workers
have stood in the streets and wait-
ed an offer from their economice
masters.”

HIDING THE SORE

The opening of "hiring halls"
is not an attempt by the city to
better them off the streets. The
same bartering will continue as
before. Now it will be done in-
doors, in an attempt to hide this
economic sore from public eyes,

But the Committee on Street
Corner Markets has not even suc-
ceeded in The  Simpson
Street “hiring hall™ was "osrmerly
a one-room store. It is s’''uated
in an area of heavy traffi~. and
there are posters in the winlows
of stores in the neighborhood, ad-
vertising the “‘hiring hall.” The
small room is wide open to public
view. The Negro domestic work-
ers have a shelter, but only a
fromy the weather, not
from the economic necessities of
a bankrupt social system. Thr city
has done mnothing to remoye the

1y

real evil of unemplovrent and
Jim Crowism.
HOW IT “WORKS"

The first day that t™ “oe op-

ened for business. I' talked there
to one of the domestic werkers,
an_ elderly Negro woman.
“There will be nlenty o" come-
backs,"” she said "The ladies will
tell the office 35 cents or 40
cents, and ther when vou get
there, and just before you <tart to
work, they will tell you 20 cents
or 25 cents qnd there yon are"
A boy came into the “hiring
hall;"” his mother had sent him
for a worker. It was a cleanine
and washing job, The worker's
price was $2.75 for the job. The
boy went home, came back, and
said that his mother s=aid thy!
the price was too much, The Ne
gro woman was firm and refusecd
to lower the wage she wanted. The
boy left — and a few minutes la-
ter he = nut on the street-corn-
er, Largaining with two Negro
women. One of them left with him
to take the job
The Negro workers are being
brought together into a "hiring
hall," in order to hide on existing
evil, not to cure and r move it.
It will be the workers them-
selves who will remove the evil,
by banding together into a
union of workers who wi)l bar-
gain collectively and win high-

er wages and better working

house;,

conditions. The workers them-
selves will find the solution to
the problem in organization. A
union of domestic workers,
united, and firm in its demands
for higher wages and better
working conditions, can get
what it wants.

TROTSKYISTS IN
L. A. NAIL A
STALINIST LIE

L.LOS ANGELES. Calif —The
People’s World, West Coast or-
gan of the Communist Party,
stated on May 7, 1941 that Tom-
my Laurence, who testified
against Harry Bridges in the pre-
sent depqrtation case, is a “Los
Angeles Trotskyite.”” The Los
Angeles Section of the Socialist
Workers Parly, labelling this a
cowardly slander, typical of the
Moscow frame-up trials, has re-
quested that the labor moyvement
of Los Angeles set up a non-
partisan, unbiased committee to
investigate the charges of the
People's World. The S.W.P. ad-
dressed itself particularly to the
Cutters’ Local 84 of the
LLG.W.U., of which Laurence is
a member, to set up such a com-
mittee. :

The Los Angeles Trotskyists
declared, in a widely-distributed
leaflet:

“In the name of the Socialist
Workers Party we state
Tommy Laurence is not, never
was and never will be a member
of the Socialist Workers Party
(Trotskyist) or any “Trotskyite”
organization...This is an un-
principled attempt to diseredit
the Trotskyist movement of Los
Angeles by connecting it with
this government stool-pigeon.

The “Communist Party finds it
much easier to fight us by using
such lies, slanders and frame-ups
than to fight on the Dbasis of
principle and program. It is not
surprising that the Stalinist
School of Falsification, with these
methods, has graduated such a
mass of renegades as Laurence,
Leech, Honig, Gitlow, etc. Gov-
ernment pressure has caused the
rats to come out of the C.P. like
maggots out of a rotten cheese.”
OUR STAND ON BRIDGES
+ “The Socialist Workers Party
repeats its position on the
Bridges deportation case,” the
leaflet stated.

“We are opposed to the at-
tempt to deport Bridges be-
cause this attempt is in reality
an attack on the labor move-
ment. We have often been in
oppgsition to the Bridges’ trade
union policy. We believe that
this policy is injurious to labor.
But these are differences
WITHIN the labor movement.
Against the anti-labor, red-
baiting attacks of the bosses
and their courts, we will defend
any labor leader whether or not
we agree with his ideas and
pelicies. (This is the united
frent which the Stalinists al-
ways preach, but never prac-
tice.)”

that

Rand School
“Socialists”
Call The Cops |

NEW YORK CITY, May 13 —
The *“war for democracy™ Social
Democrats who the Rand
School have a simple answer to
the Trotskyist fight against the
war. John L. Afros, executive di-
rector ol the Rand :S'vluml. located
at 7 East 1ith Street, last night
called the cops.

In front of the Rand Schaol,
Ray Jeffrey, MILITANT sales-
man, was showing the paper 10
members of  Local 874 aof the
Painters Union.

Afros ordered Jeffrey to "heat
it.” '

Jefirey veplied that he had a
right to sell political literature
on the streets of New York. and
that he intended to continue dis-
tributing literature until the last
vestige of democracy was taken
away by Roosevell’'s war dicta-
torship. ' |

Afros attempted to tear the
bundle of papers out of Jefirey's
hands. Part of the bundle fell on
the pavement. Jeffrey picked them
up and continued distributing.

Thg painters who wut'c!mgl
Afros make the attack asked
londly, *What is this — Hitler?!

Unable to drive THIS MILI
TANT salesman away, Afros call:
ed the cops and charged Jeffrey
with disorderly conduct and as-
sault. The cops obliged their So-
cial Democratic pal by hauling

run

“MY DAY"—
BOLSHEVIK STYLE

(The following excerpt comes
from a letier sent us by one of
our women comiades. She travels
ten miles back and forth each
week between her home and a
large indusirial plant where, dur-
ing a recent strike, she and a
few other devoted supporters ol
the MILITANT spent many houys
disposing of copies of tie paper
te the strikers, Atter an enforced
lapse of two weeks, she returned
fo the plant gates with ler
went her rvegular rounds of the
streets surrounding the factory,)

The other day I took the Fard
issue and the current issue to the
steel plant. As T was getting out
of the car g fellpw who has hought

times came up and spoke to me,
I asked him what he thought of
the paper and he said it was very
good; as a matter of fact he ask-
ed for an extra copy for somg
of his shopmates. A ‘peppy start
for a swell day!

T went down Lthe street to o
Spanish Club, formerly Stalinist:
dominated, where I have often
been verbally attacked most vi
ciously; but there had been one

Jeffrey to the night court where
he was released on $50 bail.

GM WORKERS
ARE REDY

(Continued from page 1)
Detroit, Flint, Cleveland, Lansing-
Pontiac and elsewhere., hammer-
ed at the International offices
constantly during the last two
weeks. Local union gfter local un.
ion demanded the setting of a
strike date.

Moreover, not only was the de
mand made to quit stalling, bul
ta hold fast to the original de:
mands of the unjoy as outlined in
the proposed contract drawn up
at the Februavy delegated GM
conference,

There is no doubt that, should
the strike Dbreak, the militant
picket lines would revive the de-
mands lost in the shuffle of me-
diation: the shop steward system,
the ten cent wage increase, the
union shop, the 60 day seniority
clause, the $25 weekly pay for
draftees . , . all these will doubt-
less adorn the placards on the
picket lines.

In the main ceunters of GM, pro-
duction has not yet been seriously
curtailed, There are still plenty
of orders, and much production
on the books. The union can and
must win the strike.

Some of fhe locals in the out.
lying centers have been discour-
aged by the long drawn out nego-
tiations, and feel that a strike
would bhe made with difficulty.
Although now is not the best time
of year, nevertheless workers in
the<Detroit and Flint and Cleve-
land centers know they have the
company in a hopeless position.
Militants must not lose sight of
the fact that every day the com-
pany is shut down it costs them
millions,

As far as war orders are con-
cerned, Reuther's stated policy of
not striking the 5% of production
devoted to ‘“defense” materials,
will prove to be unreglistic (]1;1::
ing the strike — if for no other
reason than that the company will
shut down the war work in order
to bring greater pressure to hear
on the union. Reuther's program
is impracticgl. More than that
however, it has ‘groused the op-
position of many local unions who
see in this policy a step by which
the union in advance sets a pre-
cedent in giving up the right to
strike on war orders. '

The CIO nationally has affirm-
‘ed both in word and action the
right to strike tor decent condi-
tions on government orders. The
GM workers will not allow 3
weak-hearted leadership as ve-
presented by Reuther and Tho-
mas, to give away this right.

Should the GM corporation re-
fuse to accede to the union de-
mands by 7 a. m, Thursday, and
ask for a showdown, they will get
what they ask for. The GM work-
ers, inspired by ibe mighty vie
tories of the Ford workers, the
Bethlehem workers, and wa'\'e of
victorious strikes generally, will
show once again that they are
an invinecible union army. They
proved it once iu 1987. Tn 1941
they will prove it once again,

who always hrought from me, 80
I went in. The former customer
who always brought from me,

| was not to be found. Was I
scared!

There
however,

But definitely!

was no turning back.

|sn T went up to the table where

the men were plaving cards —
and were my knees knocking! 1
asked for the person I was look-
ing for and then one of the others
recognized me — and wags nice to
me! Bought a pgper and said he
would be looking for it every
week. I disposed of several copies
of the Ford issue and left, wond-
eving if 1 was dveaming, for this
fellow who first bought the pa-

his. MILITANT from me several.

per had at one time attacked me
quite furiously.

Then 1 w€ut on to a “coffee
house” called the International
Cafe where 1 knew the people to
be very cautious and completely
under Stalinist influence. I used
previously to gel @ very distant
reception, polite enough but cool,
as mugh as to say, “What's this
woman doing here? We have noth-
ing in common with the likes of
her, she's a Trotgkyist.” To my
surprise I was well received and
they were glad 1o see the paper.

1 have just come back from the
sub-station where I mailed out pa-
pers to ten or twelve people. That
is how we use up the little profit
we make on our sales.I usually
carry these customers for a week
or two (you know, like you carry
me for a month or so)"hut at
last I am glad to be able to re-
port that I have very little mo-
ney oulstanding, in fact, at the
moment of writing 1 believe there
1§ hut a dime still due. Not bad,
says I, when youn consider that
for a time 1 had bevtween 2 and
3 dollars due me!

THE SERIOUSNESS
OF SUBSCRIPTIONS

This week thrce cities seriously
considered the husiness of apply-
ing themselves to the job of se-
curing subseriptions to our press.
In each of the communications
we received on the subject, they
assured us that the mouthly quota
was Lo be for absolutely new suh-
scriptions either to THE MILI-
TANT or to the FOURTH INTER:
NATIONAL; renewals of expira-
tions were to come through as a
matter of course.

St. Paul promises a minimum
of ten subscriptions a month;
Youngstown, five; San Franciseo,
five. Who else?

The subconsciousness generated
in the recent campaign seems 1o
have left a good hangover.

BUILD
MARXIST

NOW!

YOUR
LIBRARY

SPRING CLEARANCE OFFERS

By Victor Serge

NOW YOU

To clear our shelves for new pamphlets,
we offer the the following combinations:

WORLD REVOLUTION—1917-1936
!‘ By C. L. R. James . ..

RUSSIA TWENTY YEAR AFTER
cev... (295 pages) 2.50

CAN HAVE BOTH
FOR ONLY $2.00!

We also offer the following
combinatipns:

RUSSIA TWENTY YEARS AFTER
By Victor Serge .. ............... $2.50

REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-
REVOLUTFION IN SPAIN

| Felix Morrow . ... ..

SPECIAL PRICE—$1.25

WORLD REVOLUTION, 1917-1936
By C. L. R. James . . ..

FROM LENIN TO STALIN
By Victor Serge ...... (112 pages)

SPECIAL PRICE—$1.50

List Price

... (429 pages) $3.50

Total list  $6.00

.. (202 pages) 1.00

Total list  $3.50

.50

Total list $4.00

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
1 116 University Place
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Marine Engineers’ Official Gives
Proof Of Curran’s Strikebreaking

Trainer, N.Y. MEBA Head Tells MILITANT

Reporter Full Facts of

Export Line Strike

By ART

PREIS

Joseph Curran, president of the National Maritime Union
(CI0O), 15 guilty of attempting to break a bona-fide strike of the
ClO Marine l:nginecers now striking the ships of the American
I:xport Lines at the Jersey City docks.

Indisputable prool of this

was presented to THE MILI-

TANT in an interview, last Monday afternoon. with Lidward P.

Trainer, secretary and business

agent of lLocal 33, Marine l:in-

gineers' Beneficial Association (C10) which is conducting the

strike.

T'rainer not only proved that Curran is attempting 1o break
a legitimate strike, but had documentary evidence which estab-

lished beyond any doubt that Cur-
ran lied to the members of the
NMU in order to get them to
carry out Curran’s strikebreak-
ing moves,

On May 1, Curran ordered
members of the NMU to cross
the picket line of the MEBA and
man the S. S. Siboney, an Ame-
rican Esxport Line ship, which
the marine engineers had struck
on its arrival at the Jersey City
dock on April 26.

The Siboney had been trans-
ferred recently from the Ward
Line, with which the MEBA has
a contract, to the American Ex-
port Line which has a company
union for licensed men. When it
took over the Siboney, the Export
Line tried to force the ship’s
MEBA. staff into the company
union.

This was the principal cause of
the strike, which then spread to
two other Export Line ships as
the engineers on them, mostly
MEBA men, joined the strike.

CURRAN CHANGES ALIBIL

“Curran has given two differ-
ent excuses, both of which can’t
be true, for violating our picket
line,” said Trainer.

leter of May 5th in which you
inquire as to the date the Na-
tional Labor Relatlions Board
designated the Brotherhood of
Marine Officers as the bargain-
ing agent for the marine en-
gineers employed by the above
company (Export Steamship
Corp.)

“We have ‘no record of any
proceeding under Section 9 (c)
of the act involving the
Brotherhood of Marine Offic-
ers. The only matter affecting
this union, of which we have a
record, is an 8 (2) charge filed
by you on February 4, 1939
which was dismissed on Sep-
tember 9, 1939, the dismissal
being sustained by the Board
on November 4th, 1939.”

Trainer said: “So you see,
there’s never been any election
held, so the NLRB could never
have certified the company union,
This letter proves that Curran's
excuses for violating our picket
line are absolutely phoney!"

ENGINEERS HELPED NMU

Trainer then told the story of
how the MEBA had helped to
found the NMU.

“Last week Curran issued a
statement published in the NMU
paper, The Pilot, that the engin-
eers couldn’t maintain a picket
line, that they were afraid to
picket because of fear of com-
pany diserimination.

“But the week before that,

“Curran admitied we were main-g

taining a picket line whenr he
gave as his excuse for violat-
ing our picket line that we were

paying the pickets,

“T asked Curran, ‘What should
we do? Let them starve?’ Sure
we paid the pickets, $7 a day.
That’s what we have a strike
fund for.

“The truth is that not a single
engineer who walked off those
three ships has returned to work.

“The company brought on
strikebreakers and when the
NMU unlicensed men went on
board the Siboney they violated
a legitimate union picket line in
order to work with strikebreak-
ers.”

CURRAN'S LIES NAILED

What about Curran’s claim
that the company union was not
the issue, and that the fight was
over the question of the war bon-
uses, and that the bonus issue
could be settled without a strike?
I asked Trainer.

“The issue is company union-
Ism and nothing else,’” he ans-
wered. “Sure we asked for im-
proved conditions, including
war bonuses, but these are not
the main issues, The main thing
is how can we get anything
until the company agrees to
discontinue the company union
and recognize us. Even Curran
has to admit that were fight-
ing a company union set-up.”

But, I said, Curran claims in
The Pilot that the company union
has won an election and has been
certified by the NLRB.

Trainer brought out a May 9
issue of the Pilot and together
we read a paragraph in it, from
a statement of the NMU Nation-
al Office, which said:

“There is a company union or-
ganization among the officers of
the Export Line which has been
certified by the National Labor
Relations Bourd, as an indepen-
dent union. Because of this, the
company claimed that bhefore
they could sign another contract,
it would be necessary to hold
another election.”

Well, what about it? T asked.

With a broad grin, Trainer
handed me a letter from the
NLRB, a copy of which he gave
THE MILITANT for publica-
tion. This letter is dated May
9, 1941, and is signed by Elin-
ore M. Herrick, Regional Di-
rector, Second Region, NLRB.
The letter is addressed to
Trainer and reads:

‘“This will acknowledge your

“Our union is one of the oldest
in the country, And we've always
been a militant outfit. We've con-
| ducted more strikes than any
{other marvitime union in {the
country.

“In 1936 we began to make real
headway. Right now we have
oversB0Q gontracts. And while our
jurisdiction—licensed men—does
not cover more than eight men
on any ship, our membership is
more than half as large as the
NMU'’s. And they have anywhere
from 40 to 400 unlicensed men to
organize on a ship.

“Our men went out in the Fall
of '36 on the West Coast along
with the West Coast sailors. We
began to picket the West Coast
vessels when they arrived on the
East Coast. When we went to the
old—mow dead—International
Seamen’s Union and told them we
were setting up picket lines on
the inter-coastal vessels from the
West Coast, Grange, Hunter and
their other officials said they
were going to crash the picket
lines and that they were out to
smash the West Coast Sailors
and Harry Bridges’ union.

“That's when we got to-
gether for the first time with
Curran. It was over the ques-
tion of the ISU attempt to
break a picket line that we got
together. Curran was repre-
senting the unlicensed men,
They didn’t even have g regu-
lar union affiliation. We'd never
heard of Curran before, never
met him.

“Well, we went out on strike
five days before Thanksgiving
Day, 1936. The engineers came
out solid. Few of Curran’s men
came off. But we gave the un-
licensed men, who were trying to
get their union started, 100 per
cent backing.

FIRST EXPORT LINE FIGHT

“And now,” said Trainer
grimly, “We come to the story
of the Export Line fight—the
story that begins not in 1941,
as the PILOT seems to indi-
cate, but back in 1936.

“Five days after we pulled
out on strike, on Thanksgiving
Day 1936, the Export Line of-

fered the MEBA a closed shop

contract and a 15 per cent
wage increase if we’d sign
without Curran. We flatly re-
fused to sign unless the com-
pany also signed with Curran’s
organization.

“As a result of this, we finally
lost out on the Export Line, be-
cause Curran’s organization then
couldn’t enforee its strike against
the Export Line. But we did stick
it out together with Curran and
won five joint contracts on other
lines.

“We stood by the unlicensed

men even when they couldn’t real-

La_u

These miners got one dollar more for this da y’s work than for any other previous day’s work
in their history. They are members of the Unit ed Mine Workers (CIO) shown leaving the pits
at the Montour coal mine in Library, Pa., after their first day on the job under the new contract
won by the recent 28-day soft coal sirike.

ly be called a union. The com-
panies held out two days in those
negotiations on this account. All
the unlicensed men could call
themselves was the ‘Strike Strat-
egy Committee.' It took the law-
vers a couple of hours to decide
what to call them in the contract.
And they finally called them the
‘Strike  Strategy Committee.’
That was the embrye NMU.

“Well, when we lost the strike
on the Export Lines in '36-'37,
the strikebreakers took the places
of our union men. These strike-
breakers were the ones who
formed the nucleus of the com-
pany union—we, call it the ‘Mys-
tic Knights of the Sea'—that is
the Brotherhood of Marine Offic-
ers. But strikebreakers never did
make satisfactory engineers, so
the company had to take back
some of our men. But 44 of our
men never did get back.

CURRANS GRATITUDE

“In '37 there was a scarcity of
unlicensed meén. Three months
after the '36-'37 strike, Curran
pulled another strike on the Ex-
port Lines. Through the strike and
an NLRB appeal, the NMU won
recognition. But when we went
to Curran to give us support in
getting  recognition for the
MEBA on the Export Lines, he
refused to do anything for us.

“We've had our case hefore

the NLRB over three years
now. Bul because of the politi-
cal tie-up of the company,
which is owned by the Lehman
banking interests, with the
NLRB officials, Mrs. Herrick
threw our case out of the second
Region board. This board under
her has a company union bias
to begin with. The figures show
that this one board has certi-
fied four-fifths of the total
company unions certified in the
entire country. We appealed to
Washington, which ordered
another hearing before the re-
gional board again,

“We've won any number of
cases with one-tenth the evid-
ence we had against the Export
Lines. But Mrs. Herrick deliber-
ately stalled us off for nine or
ten months before calling another
hearing. By then most. of our
witnesses were working and not
available. They were all out to
sea.
“That’s the kind of set-up we
were up against and we knew
that the only way we could crack
the company union set-up was by
striking the line. And that’s what
we finally did when the proper
occasion arose.”

DANGER TO NMU
Trainer repeatedly stressed the
fact that Curran’s present strike-
breaking actions are paving the
way for the shipowners to strike
deadly blows at the NMU itself.
“The_heaviest defeats of the
NMU—not only defeats, but
complete annihilation—have oc-
curred on those lines where the
owners have succeeded in first
forcing the licensed men into
company unions., That's what
happened on the tanker ships
of Standard Oil of New York
and New Jersey, Tidewater and
Texas Company. That's what
happened out on the West
Coast with Standard Oil of Cal-

ifornia and the Union Oil Com-
pany. '
“And that’s exactly what the
Export Line is aiming to do.
When Curran sends his men
through our picket line in this
Export strike he’s helping to cut
the throat of his own union.
“Curran can't point to a
single company where the un-
licensed seamen have been
forced into 8 company union
set-up, where the licensed men
had not been forced in first.”

CURRAN DUCKS HEARING

The MEBA has asked for a
hearing on the dispute with Cur-
ran before the New Jersey CIO
state body, in addition to wiring
a protest against Curran’s ac-
tions to Philip Murray, CIO pre-
sident, The hearing is asked be-
fore the Jersey council because
the strike is within New Jersey.

Trainer has already sent a
statement of the MEBA's case
to the Jersey CIO body. which
asked Curran to make a reply.
But Curran has as yet failed to
comply with this request.

Instead, Curran tried to get
the MEBA to accept as a substi-
tute for the Jersey hearing an
appearance before the Greater
New York Industrial Council—a
preposterous proposition since
the New York council has no
jurisdiction in the matter. This
body, in which many CIO unions
do not participate, is Stalinist-
controlled and through it Curran
could, of course, give himself a
clean bill of health.

g Trainer stated that the
MEBA had withdrawn from
the New York council in pro-
test against its failure to con-
demn Curran’s strikebreaking.
“They're a too well oiled
machine,” he said.

Curran had previously asked
him to appear for a ‘‘hearing”
before an NMU meeting, Trainer
informed me.

And then he laughed heartily.
“That’s not the kind of hearing
we want. I didn’t intend to go
to any one-sided meeting. Cur-
ran was just offering me a
Moscow Trial.”

'WHY CURRAN FINKED

Toward the end of the inter-
view, Trainer showed me a mim-
eographed ‘Statement on the
MEBA-American Export Line
Dispute” issued by the National
Council of the NMU. He pointed
out one paragraph and said, “This
tells the whole story.” The par-
agraph read:

“We called to Mr. Trainer’s
attention the fact that a meeting
had been arranged between the
American Merchant Marine In-
stitute and the NMU to discuss
the war bonuses. The dispute on
the Export Lines prevented this
meeting from materializing be-
cause the companies claimed that
the refusal of the unlicensed per-
sonne] to sail these ships con-
stituted a violation of contract.
They stated that until such time
as the dispute was straightened
out, they would not meet with the
NMU to discuss the important
question of war bonuses.”

Trainer rapped the document

with his knuckles. “That’s the
way - Curran’s paid us back for
cur refusal to sign a contract on
the Export Lines without a con-
tract being. given the unlicensed
men in the ’36-'37 strike. The
companies want the Export strike
‘straightened out.” So Curran
obliges them by strikebreaking.

“This is a clear case of Curran
sacrificing the interests of the
striking MEBA men in return for
some quick concessions for his
own members. I{s pretty signifi-
cant that within 24 hours of his
violating our picket lines, after
his return from a conference with
the ship-owners in Washington,
that increases for the NMU men
were announced on a number of

lines, including the American-
West African and the East
African.

“There was a good reason
why the owhers were willing to
make this deal. They have
always wanted to break up the
industrial sét-up on the ships,
the cooperation between the
different crafts and between
the licensed and unlicensed
men, By creating a rift between
us now, the employers hope to

Governor OK’s 7-Day
Week In New York State

In The Name of ““National Defense,” Lehman Tells State Bodies
To Permit Employers In War Industries To Violate State Laws

Lehman has issued an order to
on 1oo strict interpretation of
defense activities.”

peals Board’s chairman, William
J. Pickard, yesterday issued un
statement in Albany to the As-
sociated Press which was prom-
inently published today in the
press of this industrial city.

“We are listening to individ-
uwal appeals,” said Mr. Pickard,
“and we are granting the request
to aid emergency production in
cases where an investigation jus-
tifies such action.'.'

What the “investigation"
amounts to is indicated by the
fact that Mr. Pickard went on
to say: ““Applications (from
employers) are considered
AND A RULING MADE
WITHIN 24 HOURS." Quite a
speedy investigation!

Pickard said the board is sat-
isfied the seven-day week ‘‘is
justified in certain circumstanc-
es” and js contributing to ex-
pedite production of essential
supplies. '

OTHER LAWS VIOLATED
The six-day law isn't the only

one that is now being violated

with the connivance of law-en-

BUFFALO, N. Y., May 10—\With the direct backing of the
state officials who are charged by law with enforcement of the
New York State statute which provides that no one may work
more than six days a week. basses are forcing increasing numbers
of workers on war-orders 1o work seven days a week.

The six-day week law is being violated under “variations”
granted by the State Board of Standards & Appeals. Governor

Apparently to acquaint employers with this new govern-
mentmade cpportunity 1o exploit workers, the Standard & Ap-

forcement officials. Pickard said |
that “other labor laws” also are lmen seven days a week, and | government officials.

state departments to "case up”
regulations when they “impede

included in the board’s attempt to
“ecut red tape.”

As an example, the Board of
Standards & Appeals has per-
mitted a manufacturer of tim-
ing fuses to store black powder
and primers in quantities
greater than allowed by the
Labor Law or industrial code.
Thus a law adopted after much
pressure, aimed to give elemen-
tary ptotection to the lives and
limbs of workers in explosive
plants, is thrust aside arbitrar-
ily as if it never was on the
statute books.

CITE ROOSEVELT LETTER

Roosevelt’s exhortation is being
used to justify it.

Governor Lehman, Roosevelt's
dear friend and party comrade,
is of course a great believer in
democracy. Just what he means
by democracy may be judged
from his setting aside statutes
sought hy the people and adopt-
ed by the legislature. If Lehman
and Roosevell wanted to be dem-
oeratic about it, one might think
they would send a message 1o
the legislature requesting it to
set aside the statutes to the ex-
tent that Roosevelt and Lehman
believe necessary.

That they will not do, how-
ever, for the simple reason that
the legislators would not dare
brave the displeasure of their
constituencies by such a braz-
enly anti-labor step. There-
fore? Therefore Roosevelt and
Lehman don’t trouble about
changing the law and arbitrar-
ily and illegally set it aside.
This is their brand of democ-
racy!

This latest outrage provides
new proof, if further proof were

The Associated Press dispatch
reporting this outrageous viola-
tion of the law connected it with
Roosevelt’s letter last week to
the OPM, in which the President
said it is essential “every erit-
ical machine in the United States
be used the maximum numbers of
hours each week.,” The goal, said
Roosevelt, should be “to work
these machines 24 hours a day
and seven days a week.”

needed, that unionization is a
life-and-death matter to the
workers. Only the trade unions:
now can prevent imposition of
killing overtime, abandonment of
all safety provisions and, in
short, any possible outrage which
the bosses can cover up with a
flag. There isn't a law on the
statute books worth the paper
it is printed on, except as the
workers, by their own strength,

" That goal is being sought by
working not only machines but

enforce their demands on the
bosses and on the law-violating

Subway Workers Paper
Answers LaGuardia

1,500,000 Copies of “Transit Truths’ Distributed
To Enlist Support For Union In Coming Contract Fight

NEW  YORK—I,500,000

be able to hit the NMU later.”

Murray Issues 3-Point Program To Ease
Tax Load On Poor And Shift It Onto Rich

A three-point tax program

in opposition to the employers’

plan to foist the burden of the new war taxes on the workers has
been piit forth by ClO President Philip Murray-

The program attacks the imposition of income taxes on in-
come brackets below the 1939 $1,000 exemptions for single per-
sons and $2500 for married couples. [t opposes new taxes on con-

sumers goods. And it calls for

increased levies on the big in-

comes, wealthy estates’and corporation profits.
The CIO's specific proposals, as presented last week by

Philip Murray to the House Ways
and Means Committee, are as
follows:

“l1. Relief from income taxes
for all incomes below the 1939
exemptions of $1,000 and §2,500
and the lifting of all excise and
sales taxes from commodities
that are mot clearly luxury
goods.

“2. No additional excise or
sales taxes and no extension of
income taxes or surtaxes on in-
comes below 1939 exemptions
of $2,500 and $1,000.

“3. Al new tax {ncome
should at this time be collected
from increased taxes on high
individual incomes, estates and
growing corporation profits,
This includes taxes on excess
profits, undivided profits, tax-
exempt securities and inherit-
ances."”

BURDEN ON WORKERS
Murray’'s statement charged
that all the proposals for taxes to
raise an additional $3,600,000,000
now before the Ways and Means
Committee, would only advance
the tendency whereby the major

burden of federal taxes has been
shifted on to the wage-earners in
the past decade.

Murray termed the tax record

of the past ten years as “shock-
ing,” in which the “burden of fed-
eral taxation upon the working
people has grown heavier in size
and proportion.”
Taxes the
groups do not come out of sav-
ings or luxuries, Murray pointed
out. “They mean less food, cloth-

on low income

ing and shelter.”

THE FIRST ISSUE OF

LA VERITE

A Monthly Organ for French-
Speaking Marxists

5 CENTS A COPY
Order from
DALE EDWARDS
P.0.B. 173, Station D
New York, N. Y.

copies of Transit Trulh, new

weekly public paper of the Transport Workers Union (CIO),
were distributed to subway-goers here last week. The paper will
keep the millions of workers who ride the city-owned subways
informed of the developments in the dispute between the 27,000
union subway workers and Mayor LaGuardia, over renewal of
the present unicn contract at its expiration June 30,
Countering the strikebreaking barrage of the big boss news-

papers and LaGuardia, 7Transit

©prutis exposed the deal wherebhy

ClO Raps Taxes

On Low Incomes

the ecity took over the bankrupt
and decrepit banker-owned sub-
way-systems  for  $340,000.000,
paid not in cash, but in city se-
curities at 3% interest per year.

The Citizens Budget Commis-
sion, says T'ransit Truths, has es-
timated that the people of New
York City are going to pay the
bankers a total of $1,301,000,000
in interest alone "before the last
of the existing subway deficit is
liquidated.”

In addition to issuing this week-
1y paper to arouse public support,
the union is enlisting support
through regular radio broadcasts
and public meetings.

CALL MASS RALLY

A mass publie rally is schedul-
od to be held in Madison Square
Garden, May 21, with Philip Mur-
ray, CIO president, as principal
speaker.

Last week delegates from some
200 local unions met and formu-
lated plans to aid the transit
workers in their fight for collec-
tive bargaining rights. Among the
activities contemplated is a peti-
tion campaign to get the signed
backing of millions of New York
workers to & demand that La-
Guardia and the Boaud of Trans-
portation negotiale & new contract
with the TWU.

In exposing the reasons why
the LaGuardia administration and
the bankers agreed to unification
at the city's expense, last week's
. Transit Truths made clear that
the union was not opposed to mu-
nicipal ownership of the publle
utilities, It states:

“Wa are sorry that unification
has not helped the public or the
'employeea. because fundamentally
unification and municipal owner-
ship is a splendid idea. It gives
to the people what should be
theirs.”

But, unification under 2 bank-
ers’ pgovernment, as Transit

Truths shows, has not bronght
either the publie or the transit
workers any benefits:

“The public isn't any hetter
off, Unification was supposed
to bring better service, free
transfers, and many other
things.

“The public is still waiting
for them. The trains are just
as crowded. Due to the demoli~
tion of the Elevateds there are
less transit facilities than be-
fore. There aren't any free
transfers. You get shoved
around just as much because

there aren’t any more trains
and there aren’t enough guards

on duty to help you."

PROMISES NOT KEPT

As for the much improved con-
ditions promised the transit work-
ers under civil service, the paper
says:

“The workers aren't any better
off. Unification was supposed to
protect their jobs under civil
service. Civil service was suppos-
ed to guarantee them an eight-
hour day, a decent wage increase
to provide an American standard
of living, a good pension plan,
adequate grievance machinery,

“The workers are still waiting
for them. In the meantime several
hundred men have lost their jobs.
Thousands are working from nine
to twelve hours a day. Their pen-
sfon plan is costing them plenty,
and they have no machinery for
adjusting grievances.”

The facts brought to light in
Transit Truths are but another
proof that the workers can never
get genunine Dbenefits from the
boss governments run by agents
of the capitalist parties. It is well
to remember that LaGuardia was
put in office with labor votes and
the backing of many union lead-
ers who told the workers that he
was a “friend of labor.” — Quill
and the other TWU leaders did
this too.

The only time that the workers
will get the real benefits of mu-
nicipal ownership is when they
take over the city government
with a party of their own, a labor
party which runs only labor can-

didates.
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The Stalinist Policy In The Trade Unions

The Whitewashing Of John L. Lewis Is The Keystone Of Present Stalinist Line TKeynes Tells How To

By FELIX MORROW

For the first time in a long, long time, the leadership of the
Communist Party has published a general document on its trade
union policy, “Labor Has Moved Forward” is its title, and it takes
a full page in the Friday, May 9, Daily Worker. It expresses a
trade union policy which is opportunist to the core, a policy which
can only lead the workers to defeat,

The recent strike wave has proved once again that the CIO,
based on the heavy industries. comprises the most militant and the
most strategically-important strata of the American working
class. Ninety per cent of the recent strikes, and consequently of
the gains in wages and working conditions, were the achievement
of the CIO unions. In these strikes the workers demonstrated
that, though they are for the “defense’” and aid-Britain program
—their anti-fascist sentiments are being manipulated by Roose-
velt for imperialist purposes—they are also more than ever do-
termined to wrest better wages and working conditions from the
war-profiteering capitalists.

All this was, shown by the CIO strikes. But those strikes
also revealed a profound difference between the CIO top leader-
ship and the rank and file. While the strikers showed invinecible
determination on the picket lines, the top leaders were weakening
in the negotiations. Much that was won on the picket line was
surrendered at the conference table.

Flagrant examples were the settlements in the Bethlehem
and Ford strikes, where the workers were sent back to work
without a union contract. Why did the 1937 strikes against Gen-
eral Motors and Chrysler win settlement by union contract,» and
the 1941 strikes against Ford and Bethlehem did not? There is
only one answer: the top CIO leadership buckled under govern-
ment pressure and sent the men back to work for a fraction of
what they had already won on the picket line.

It should be c¢lear, then, that unless the workers learn from
the shortcomings of the recent strike settlements, these short-
comings arve likely to be repeated—and in worse form—during
the next strike wave.

The Stalinist Conspiracy of Silence

The workers camnot learn this from the Communist Party's
document on trade union policy, On the comtrary, the Stalinist
document COVERS UP the false policy of the top leadership of
the CIO.

And from this treacherous silence it follows that the Stalin-
ist document does not raise the various demands which the Sccial-
ist Workers Party has raised, to remedy the defects in the course
of the CIO. The Stalinist document does not demand that trade
union officials resign from all posts in the government. including
the OPM and the National Mediation Board. Nor does it call for
organizing Union Defensce Guards to protect the picket lines and
union halls against “law and order committees” and all other
anti-labor bands. Nor does it call for an immediate halt to all acts
of hostility between the AFL and CIO which serve the bosses’
strikebreaking. And it is silent about the immediate need to build
an Independent Labor Party.

It is silent on these and other burning questions because the
Stalinist trade union policy is bused at present on a whitewash of
John L. Lewis. The Daily Worker document is one long song of

FDR’'s Experts

Tell Tax Views |

Like Treasury Department, Henderson
And Eccles Would Burden The Workers

Proposals of government “experts” on how to raise an -
ditional $3,600.000,000 in. federal taxes to help finance the war

budget have narrowed down to a difference ol opinton as 1

(8]

whether it is casier to collect taxes from the workers by direct |

income levics or through “hidden" taxes on the necessities ol life. |

Leon Henderson, Administrator of Price Control, and May-
riner liccles, chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, last week

appeared before the House Ways
and Means Committee to present |
tax plans so similar that it was
clear they were giving the Pre-
sident's own ideas.

While both administration
spokesmen attempted to claim
that their proposals avere more
lenient on those with low incomes
than the methods offered by pre-
vious witnesses before the com-
mittee, the total effect of their
tax plans would work against the
wage-earners with just as much
severity.

Under the Henderson-Eccles
plan, individusl income tax ex-
emptions would be lowered from
$2,000 for a married ¢ouple to
dependent would drop from §400
$1,500, and cxemptions on cach
to $300. The actual taxes on all
incomes under $2,000 would be
greater under this plan than un-
der the previous plans,

To offset the impression that
their plan would strike hcaviest
at the low income groups, Hen-
derson and Eccles stated that
they were for fewer excise lLaxes
on consumers’ commodities.

They qualified this objection by
coming out for move taxes on
durable consumers goods and
less on non-durable products, so
as to reduce the demand for
goods whose inereased production
which might effect the produc-
tion of war materials.

WOULD BURDEN WORKERS

Among the type of commodities
which the Henderson-Eccles plan
would tax most heavily are auto-
mobilies, radios, mechanical refri-
gevators, ete.

Far from relieving Lhe wage-
carners of the burden of consum-
ers’ taxes, the excise taxes on au-
tomobiles radios and mechanical

[an equal oy greater burden on the

workers. .

An automobile is in many cases
an absolute necessity, particnlarly
in the cities of the Middle and
Far West, in order to get to and
from work. In the mushroom el
ties like Detsaiy, Los Angeles, ete.,
a worker ecan scarcely hold a job

without an auto, because of the
inadequate transportation facili-
Lies.

Radivs and mechanical refriger-
ators are not Juxuries; countless
advertisements  and  speeches

about “the American standard of
living™ have assured the workers
1o that cffect. Miilions of workers
who have been unable because of
low incomes and unemployment
to secure these conveniences in
the past, now in the war boom
are just getting in position to se-
cyre these things. They will bear
‘the: burden of these proposed
taxes. '

The only measure proposed by
Henderson and Eccles to inerease
taxes on bosses was thal excess
profils taxes should be increased
to bring the yield up tfrom the
$400,000,000 planned in the Treas-
wry proposal to avound $800.000,-
000. In view of the fact that an-
ticipated corporiation profits are
expected to pass $T7  billion in
1941 over the £5 bhillion profits of
1940 this tax proposal represents
a very tiny additional.load on the
industrialists.

This is meant as a sop to the
workers.

In proposing even this meager
increase, Icecles explained:

“It excess profits arve not tapped
will lead to demands for
higher wages."”

And this Nhaud will be passed
off to the workers gs an exampie

they

gefrigerators would actually place

of “equal sacrifice” by the bosses!

praise to Lewis, It takes lots of whitewash to present John L.
Lewis as an unblemished lamb. But that is all in the day's work
to those who tried to whitewash even the Moscow trials! It takes

lies and concealment? These are the daily tools of the Daily.,

Worker.

Let us cite a few examples:

1. The document warns against “the different ‘defense plans,’
whether put forward by Hillman or Murray.” Ceorrect. BUT
JOHN L. LEWIS HAS ENDORSED MURRAY'S PLAN. In the
May 5th CIO News there appears the text of u speech by John
I.. Lewis. In it Lewis says: “Philip Murray has offered govern-
ment a plan...The concentration of war orders is the bottleneck
which restricts American production for defense... Philip Mur-
ray's plan would have avoided that, and would have curbed ihe
rapacity of industrial leaders.,” 1In these unambiguous terms,
Lewis endorsed Murray's plan for “industry councils” composed
of government, employer and labor representatives—a typical
example of the government boards used to subordinate the work-
ers to their class enemies. That Lewis proposed this is. however,
not even hinted at in the Stalinist document!

Lewis Follows in Bevin’s Footsteps

2. Nor did John L. Lewis stop with endorsing Murray’s re-
actionary plan. Nor did he stop with saying that “Mr. Murray
will be proud to supply some real representatives” to sit in the
OPM, NDAC and other of the present governmental boards. Lewis
went on to praise the British Labor Party's policy of partnership
with the bosses in government and to propose the same thing for
this country:

“The difference between labor in the United States and Bri-
tain is that in England today labor is part of the government; it
sits in policy-making positions and has a voice in formulating
policies. In the United States, labor js not represented. It has no
place in the government or in the cabinet. It has no adequate rep-
resentation in the OPM or the NDAC or the War Department.”
(John L. Lewis speech, C10 NEWS, May 5, 194L.)

In short, John L. Lewis’ policy is that of Bevin and the other
British Labor Party leaders, a policy which the Daily Worker has
correctly termed a betrayal of labor., But the Daily Worker con-
ceals from its readers and the Communist Party members, that
Bevin’s policy is also that of John L. Lewis.

3. By a skilful half-truth, the Stalinist document ;)ic\.uros
John L. Lewis as an irreconcilable opponent of the National Med-
iation Board. Tt writes of “the Mediation Board which, as John L.
Lewis so well pointed out, had its own formula for breaking
strikes.” The kernel of truth in this statement is that Lewis did
correctly denounce onc of the Board's formulas: that calling on
strikers to go back to work before mediation.

But Lewis did not characterize the Board as a strikebreak-
ing institution. Lewis did not oppose the entry of CIO representa-
tives in to the Board. On the contrary, Murray and Kennedy.
Lewis' lientenants, went into the Board with the silent consent of
Lewis. These facts about Lewis the Daily Worker secks to cover
up by ite half-truth about his eme specifie eriticism of the Media-
tion Board. And because Lewis backs Muwrray and Kennedy's
entry into the board. the Stalinist leaders, while making a per-
funetory criticism of that entry, do not demand that CIO leaders
resign from the board. Thereby the Stalinists aid in perpetuating
union fig-leaves on government strikebreaking weapons.

The Bethlehem and Ford Strikes

4. The Daily Worker says nothing about the notorious fact
that the picket lines at the Bethlehem plants in Buffalo and Beth-
lchem, Pa., were left to shift for themselves, while the top leaders
hurried off to settle as quickly as possible and without getting
a union contract. Why weren’t those picket lines better organ-
ized? Why no union contracts? The Daily Worker is silent be-
cause those rvesponsible were John L. Lewis' lieutenants and
associates.

5, Even more flagrant was the behavior of the topleaders in
the Ford strike, Only after the strike, precipitated by the work-
vrs in the plant. had developed into a sit-down and the frightened
top leaders wanted Lo get the workers oul of the plants, did the
leaders finally make the strike official. Nor could the leaders
claim credit for the brilliant strategy which ensured the success
of the strike—the mass auto barricades that outwitted Ford’s
“service department.” The only role the top leaders played was in
getting the workers back to work without a union contract. Net
a word about this in the Daily Worker either at the time or in its
present document: because the leaders responsible for that were
John L. Lewis' men,

6. “One of the main weapons of the employers in stemming
the wage increase drive is the no-strike agreement of the kind
which the Hillmans and Freys are attempting to impose upon the
shipyard workers and which actually worsens existing condi-
tions.” says the Stalinist document, True—as far as it goés. But
on the East Coast the CIO Industrial Union of Marine and Ship-
building Workers 1s a party to just such an agreement now in
proeess «f completion, the 10 News has reported the develop-
ments without a word of eriticism, and the Daily Worker knows
as well as we do that the shipbuilding union leadership is <lose
to John L. Lewis,

(Incidentally, the Stalinists” own boy, National Maritime
Union President Joseph Curran, has proposed for maritime just
such # permunent board of governmental, employer and labor
representatives as is set up under the shipbuilding agreement—
ol course without «t word being said in the Daily Worker.)

7. The Daily Worker document correctly denounces the AFL
top leadership for its strikebreaking role in the Ford, Interna-
tional Harvester and Allis-Chalmers strikes, where AFL charters
issued to company stooges gave anti-labor elements the pretext
to comdemn “jurisdictional strikes." The Daily Worker is, how-
ever. silent about the fact that the same kind of scabby role has
been played by the CIO's “Construction Workers Organizing
Committec” headed by A. D. Lewis, John L.'s brother and licu-
tenant.,

At Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, A. D. Lewis covered with a
CIO charter clectyicians working for a contractor who had re-
fused to sign a regular contract with the regular union in the
trade—the AFL’s International Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers. An AFL strike against this contractor was broken by gov-
ernment pressure which, thanks to the CIO charter, was able to
label the strikéas mervely “jurisdictional.”? This shameful incident
was used by the AFL leaders as a pretext to justify their scab-
hery at International Harvester and elsewhere. Silent about John
I.. Lewis' vole in this and a number of similar incidents in the
construction industry, the Daily Worker is unable fo support the
correet slogan: An end to all acts of hostility between CIO and
AFL—whether commited by AFL or CIO leaders—which serve
the bosses’ strikebreaking.

What Lewis’ Program Includes

8. The Daily Worker document says: “The movement for
wage inercases must be developed everywhere. The issuc is the
Lewis program of winning imereasces versus the Hillman program
of sacrifices.” This half-truth, more vicious than an outvight lie,
sums up the whole Stalinist trade union policy, Tt confronts the
workers with but two alternatives: Lewis or Hillman. As if the
class struggle consists merely of a choice between two men who,

despite considerable differences in their policies, nevertheless are
both irrevocably tied to a elass-collaborationist outlook!

“The Lewis program” is also'the program which includes
Lewis-Murray’s “defense” plan and the “demand” for “adequate”
Jabor posts in the government; entry into the National Mediation
Beard and the other governmental boards; the poor settlements
¢f the Ford and Bethlehem strikes, etec.

9. The Lewis program also includes plenty of red-baiting.
Although Lewis and Murray have taken the progressive step of
defending Harvy Bridges against Lhe atlempt to deport him, they
have also instigated red-baiting attacks in the unions. Let the
Daily Worker dare to claim that the removal as “Communists’
of local unicn officials by the International Executive Board of
the CIO shipyard union was not done with the agreement of
Lewis and Murray! We dare the Daily ‘Worker to assert that the
puny James B. Carey, president of the United Electrical, Radio
& Machine Workers, a fifth-rate figure whom Lewis and Murray
made national secretary of the CIO, is conducting his red-baiting
in the UE without pricr agreement with Lewis and Murray! In
the Northwest, three of John L, Lewis’ own machine men—Dal-
rymple and Francis, CIO state directors of Oregon and Washing-
ton. and Adolph Germer, Lewis’ appointee as director of organ-
ization of the International Woodworkers—are going to any
lengths, including calling in the FBI against the “reds”—Ilet the
Daily Worker tell us why Lewis and Murray haven't stopped
them. But the Daily Worker covers all this with silence; it will
not tell the truth about Lewis and his henchmen.

One could adduce dozens of other examples of the lies, half-
truths and concealment resorted to by the Daily Worker to white-
wash John L. Lewis. What has been already said, however, suf-
fices to show the CONSEQUENCES of this Stalinist fraud—
whitewashing John L. Lewis means, on the union floor and the
picket line, policies which rob the workers ¢f the fruits of their
victories.

Why the Stalinists Support Lewis

Why do the Stalinists persist in supporting Lewis through
thick and thin? They even found progressive aspects in his sup-
port of Willkie’s election campaign. During 1935-1938, Stalinist
reasons for a bloc with Lewis were obvicus enough, The Stalin-
ists were then for “defense of the democracies by collective
sceurity,” were for “Defeat of Landon at all costs,” ete., and so
was Lewis. But now the Lewis and Stalinist lines diverge sharply,
Lewis is for “defense.” “adequate” posts in the government, gives
silent consent to Murray’s aid-Britain poliey, ete; all of which
the Stalinists oppose.

He who looks in Lewis’ policies for an explanation of Stalin-
ist support of him is looking in the wrong place. The Stalinists
support. him for the same reason that they support Batista,
Roosevelt's agent in Cuba, and Mexico President Camacho, who
has become completely subservient to Wall Street’s program. It
is merely the method whereby the Stalinist apparatus seeks to
hang on in cach of these countries during this period. Then, if
and when Stalin seeks to re-orient toward the “democracies,” his
hirelings will at that time bave ready at hand a base¢ from which
to woo the “democracies” on behalf of Stalin. Not Lewis’ policies,
but the needs of Stalin’s foreign policy explain the Stalinist
policy in the trade unions, That this policy causes untold harm
to the workers—that scarcely troubles the monster in the Xrem-
lin or his agents here. Deeply tragic, however, is the plight of the
many genuine militants who, deluded by the Stalinist bureau-
cracy, serve as the unwitting vessels who transfer its deadly
poison into the veins of the American working class.

Hess Flight
Shows Weakness

(Continued from page 1)
rats” and “socialists” who, con-

Versailles. That, irstead,

would arvise

Lhere
the Socialist United

Place Load On Workers

His Account Of British Tax Setup Is
Also Grim Warning To American Workers

John Maynard Keynes, advisor to the Bank of England,
gave some tips to the American government on how 1o extort

more {unds from the American workers

to finance the war.

Keynes offered the example ol the British government’s present
methods, In a statement to the American press upon his arrival
in New York, May 8, on the Atlantic Clipper.

The two chief methods now in force in England, according

to Keynes, are:

1. Direct pay-roll deductions for

income taxes.
2, Compulsory loans to the gov-
ernment in the form of postof-
fice '"savings,” also deducted in
advance from pay-checks,

Keyes explained that bezinning
this year the collection of in-
come taxes from ll,\e British work-
ers would be accomplished by de-
ducting the taxes at their source
—by the employer from their pay.
This, the British government
thinks, will be a more *“accept
able” method of tax collections, on
the theory, as Keynes stated, that
“what you don't have you won'i
miss."

Keynes deseribed the forced
“savings' system as follows:

“An account will be opened in
every man’s name and he will be
advised at the end of each year
how much is in each account. At
the end of the war (at a date not
fixed) the money will be unbloek-
ed..."

Keynes added that the British
financial authorities “did not an-
tieipate any trouble in repaying
these loans after the war because
they did not think™ the public
would draw out the money in one
lump."”

Of course, the notion that thess
forced "loans” or "savings' will
ever be repaid to the Brliish
workers after the war, if Britain
survives under its present rulers,
is laughable.

The present debts of the Brit-
ish government are already grear
ter than those accumulated dur
ing Lhe entire World War I.

POST-WAR CRISIS

After this war, if Britain fin
ally wins. there will be calastro
phic economic decline. This is &
generally admitted fact, Indeed
the forced “savings” — just a:
is the present government high
pressure campaign to make the
workers in America buy “defense"
bonds and war stamps — are he:
ing imposed on {he British work-
ers with the argument that these
“savings" are intended as a “cush
ion" during the anticipated posi
war cconomic crisis.

‘lin the masses of

ceding fascism a long lease - on
life, call the capitalist gangsters
of fascism a new, rising class of
a new type signifying a new
epoch.

How contemptible are those “go-
cialists” who, lacking any faith
Europe, have
called for their “liberation™ by
American and British imperialist
bayonets,

" The blow-up of the Nazi inner
¢ircle confirmsg our program 1o;
common action by the masses of
Germany, Europe, Britain and
the United States against Lheir
iniperialist oppressors. . Hitler's
most valuable weapon today is the
fact that the British and Amer-
ican ruling classes would impose
upon a defeated Germany another
— and worse — Versailles. Re-
membering the suffering wreaked
npon post-war Germany by the
vengeful and greedy victors, the
masses of Germany find the yoke
of a native oppressor more en-
durable than that of foreign in
vaders. .

Thus the continued rule of
the British and American im-
perialists serves to Dbolster
(Hitler's rule.

Now it is more clear than ever
that a British Workers' Govern-
ment would quickly put an end
to Hitler and fascism in Europe.
Hitler could then no longer point
to the unity 6 British workers
and capitaligts as proof of the {al-
gity of the class struggle. Hitler
could then no longer pretend that
he was fighting British “impor-
jalism.”

A Warkers' Government in Bri-
tain, guaranteeing the indepen-
dence of the colonial peoples of
the farmer empire, could vrally
forces against Hitler which are
beyond the reach of Churchill
And it conld do what Churchill
would not and could mot do —
guarantee to the German workers

that there would not be a second

Stales of Eurvope, ending forever
war on the Kuropean continent.

Uueuml(‘hymcnt' will attain pro
portions never before reached, ir
every capitalist nation. Million:
of British workers will be forced
all at one lime, th demand thei
“savings.” But these “savings”
will have been completely used ur
by the government for financing
the war,

Keynes as

The flight of Hess reveals
the Achilles heel of the Nazis.
But that vulnerable spot can-
not be touched by Churchill and
Roosevelt. Only the workers,
byforming a Werkers’ Govern-
ment, can slay the Nazi mon-
ster.

much as admitted

this in his interview, when he
stated: “War is paid for by acli-
vities during the war., It doesn't
leave much of a legacy behind it."

Where, then, will the British
capitalist government get the
funds to pay back the British
workers? Production will have de-
«<lined to a mere trickle, In re-
payment for the aid of American
capitalism during Lhe war, Brit-
ish capitalism will have lLad o
turn over much of its foreign and
colonial markets to American ca-
pitalists,

Instead of securing their mea-
gre “savings” to tide thém over
that period of unemployment, the
British workers will find themsel-
ves confronted with ever huger
taxes to pay off the war debts.
The diminution of total income in
England will mean such a drastic
curtailment of tax yields, that the
British capitalist government will
seek to make up the difference
in tax collections.

The Glasgow Forward of March
29 carries some figures which
show what the British workers
can expect atter the war:

If the war lasts another (wo
and a half years — certainly a
likely eventualily — and the pres-
ent government methods of fin-
ancing continue, Britain will be
saddled with a £20-billion debt,
on which annuval debt interest
will be £600,000.000,

That interest would amount to
about two-thirds of the‘whole pre-
war yield of taxation. and would
leave nothing over for social serv:
ices at all, even on the pre-war
level, after debl interest and or-
dinary government service were
paid for.

In other words, if the Brit-
ish ruling class is victorious,
all that the British workers
can look forward to is more un-
employment and less of a
“dole” than they got from 1919
to 1939!

Thus the British government
makes the workers pay mow for
the war — and keep paying for
it afterwards.

This system, already being en-
forced against the British work-
ers is to be seen, in its first steps,
embodied in the “defense” bouds
campaign and the proposed new
tax program in this country.
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JThe
Neoro Struggle

_— By ALBERT PARKER

The March On Washington

Last week the announcement was miugle
the mareh of
protest against Jim Crowism in
armed is already being
date has been set for June 30, according to the
committee in charge which s composod of A
Philip Randolph, original adyocate of lhe march,
Walter White, the Rev. Willlawm L. Imes, lester
. Granger., Irank R. Crpgsx\'ailh, Layle Lane,
Richard Parrish, Dr. Raylord Lugnn. and llenry
K. Craft,

The purpose of the mareh, ajcording to this
tommiltee, is 1o shake up white America, arbuse
official Washington and gain respect for our
people.”

Organization of local committees throughout the
conntry, and especially on the eastern seabpard,
to reeruit and register marcliers, raise funds
through the sale of buttons, is already nunder way.
Conferences are being held this week in New York,
Jersey Cily. Newark, Trenton, Camden, Philadel:
phia and Baltimore.

that
10,000 Negroes to Washington, (o
industry and the

rorces. organized. 'The

Militant Action Is Necessary

me the beginning the Socialist Workers
Party has pointed ont that fighting action is ne-
cessary il the Negro people ave to win a real
victory over the practices of Jim Crowism in
industry by the employers and in the armed forces
by the government.

We said that words alone are not enough. Re-
solutions and telegramsg are helpful, letters to
Congressmen can da no harm, but il you really
wani to smash Jim Crowism. if you want to win
jobs from the bosses who refuse to hive Negroes,
iff you want to finish segregation in the army and
navy. you've got to fight.

That was why we welecomed the sex ies of ar-
ticles by A, Philip Randolph, he;:nnnng 1ast Janu-
ary, in the Negro press as a possible hegnmln"
to set the ball rolling in the right direction,

Randolph, when' he takes time out from lis
reactionary defense of all-out aid to Britain. can
make good sense if he wants to. In these articles
for the most part that is what he did.

He did more than describe the situation that
the Negro finds himself in today (“The whole
National Defense Set-up reeks and stinks with
race prejudice. hatred and discrimination”).

He also called on the Negroes to orzanize them-
selves (“power and pressure do not reside in the
few, the intelligentsia, they. lie in and flow from
the masses. Power does not even rest with the
masses as such. Power is the active principle of
only the organized masses, the masses united for
a definiter purpese¥}.

And he proposed, a march of 10,000 Negroes
on Washington to protest against existing condi-
tions:

“Let them swarm from every hamlet, village
and town; from the highways and hyways, out
of the churches, lodges, homes, schools, mills,
mines, factories and fields, Let them come in
automobiles. buses. trains. trucks and on foot,

Let them come though the winds blow and the
raing beat against them, when Ihe date is set.

We shall not call upon our white tricuds to march

with us. There are some things Negroes must
do alone, This is our fight and we must see it
through. 1If it costs money to finance a march on

Washington, let Negroes pay for it. If any sacri-
fices are to be made for Negro rights in national
defense, let Negroes make them. If Negroes fail
this chance for work, for freedom and training,
it may never come again. Let the Negro masses
speak’!

A Good Plan

Ingofar as this goes, we can only hail the whole
plan. A militant march on Washington, the na-
tional capital of Jim Crowism, a march made up
of thousands of Negroes who will be able to get
there only because hundreds of thousands of
others support the march morally and financially
—this would veally strike fear into the hearts
of the administration and the hosses. It would
really put a spoke in their wheel at the time
thev are shrnekm[z‘ about “national unity” (at the
expense of the workers) and |nl\m" the last steps
prior to full entry into the war!' i 1t wnuld give
a real jolt to all the propagandia arbout, a war
“for democracy.” put the issue of Jim (‘rowiém
on the high plane where it belongs and orggnize
the forzes for a finish fight for full social, eco-
nomic and political equality!

Correctly carried out demonstration would
a#lso establish the Negroes as a force to he
reckoned w'th by the conservative leaders of trade
unions in the AFL who are guilty of Jim Crow
practices themselves, "and could be wused ag a
wedge for breaking down hary agninst Negro
membership in those’ sections of the labor moye-
ment where they still exist.

Nor should it be forgotten that a correctlv
carried out struggle of this kind., even f actively
supported at the start by only a minority of the
Negro people, would bhe an inspiration and a
source of new hope and cowraze to millions of
other Negl'oes; would help to deepen and extend
the local struggles of the Negroes throughout the
North; and would undonbtedly serve to set off in
the direction of organized struggle millions of
Negroes in the South who are awaiting action
from their brothers in other parts of the munhy.
and who need only inspiring example from the
rest of the working class to set them into action
on a wide scale at last,

That is why the Socialist Warkers Party, and
advanced Negro and white workers everywhere,
are 100% for support of an actlon of this kind.

But to be worthy of support, and to accom-
plish its ends. the march must (1) really be mili-
tant, (2) really involve the masses, and (3) be
based on Lthe proper set of demands.

(Continued next week)

BUENOS AIRES, May 2
President Roosevelt among the
record as a pillar of “continer

And, as a matter ol [act,

sympathy for the Axis powers.

is scarcely a neghigible factor in

Brazil is the most populous
having 45 millien iubabitants i
a territory lavger than that of th
United ' States. This tervitory
moreover, is onc of the viches
in Latin America.

It prodices two-thirds of tlu
world's colfee, the greatest par
of which is consumed in the Unit
ed States. It produces great quan
tities of sugal, cocoa, rice, col-
ton, tobacco, yerba mate (a bhever
age much used here), timber. ve
getable oils, meat and industria!
diamonds. The great iron mines
of Brazil produce higher grade
ore than any known. It also pos:
gesses coal mines, although not
of high qualily. 1t practically
lacks petroleum, at least any that
is exploited. but on the other
hand produces considerable man-
ganese,

Half the population is composed
of Negroes, Indians, mulatioes
‘and mestizos (mixed blood); these
are particularly concentrated in
the center of the country. In the

The real situation in Brazil is worth describing, for

Dictator Vargas Waits And

FDR’s Brazilian “Ally”

Hopes That Hitler Will Win

By QUEBRACHO

(By Mail)—
democracies:
1tal solidarity.”

Brazl is counted by
and is formally on
But woe betide

Roosevelt il Brazil's continental solidarity is as (raudulent as its
democracy under dictator Vargas!

Vargas' support of Roosevelt is

decidedly cenditioned by his secret—and not aliogether secret—

Srazil
the world scales.
ol the Latin American countries,

ate, owing to the great anpcan
immigration.

The semi-colonial character of
the country’s economy is indicat-
ed by the enormous investments
of the greal imperialist powers,
First comes Britoin, whose invest-
ments reached, in 1938, the sum
of 262 millions of pounds slerlilig.
Wall  Street's investment ihat
same year arose to $350 millions,
while those from . other nations
amount to 150 millions of pounds
sterling.

From the foundation of the Bya-
zilian republic, in 1889, the coun-
try was governed by the coffee-
plantation oligarchy, directly lied
to British capital. Recently, in
1930, as a result of the crisis in
coffee exports which brought the
collapse of Brazilian economy, a
coalition of southern and northern
states, headed by Getnlio Vargas,
who represented the caltle inter-
ests of Rio Grande Do Sul, fook
control by force of arvms. In (hat

southern states whites piredomin. |

struggle the Vargas-led forces ap-

Siqueiros, Assassin 0f Harte.
Jumps His Bail In Mexico City

MEXICO City, May

openly urranﬂ'cd hl\ passports
.pul licity that each step received i

“legality.” For allhouah Iegall)

ments in order.

This procedure onlx termmales

5—1Less than a month after he was
freed on bail, Dav ld \lfaro Siqueiros, leader of the May 24. 1940,
attack on the 'l‘rumk) house has |umped his bail. Reports to the
press say that he has flown by .urplane to Habana, Cuba.

Tor more than a week preceding his flight, the newspapers
carried d.ul\ \toncs about his preparations to leave Me\uo. He

agency pretonded to kno“ nothmg aboul, his legal position, there-
by making his flight easy and ;znmg ut an aspect of “legal il-

even leave the Fedgral District. he Teft Mexico with all his docu-

; To this dnle. nothing has been done to extradite him“from
Cul)a The courl mslbtq thal it must wait two weeks before doing
anything; until lhen it qoea uol. “kqow officially™ that he has fled.

"alpus story of l.he Gl’U Colonel s escape from all punishment for
the attempted murder of Lcoq Trul\kv and the actual murder of
Robert Sheldon Harte Trotqk) s )oung secrotary guard

and dptumenti in spite of the
in the press. Each governmental

Slquem)s was not quppoqed to

with fitting cynicism the scand-

(smovement, Stalinism, which had
[wmade considerable gains through:
| ont Brazil, and which the Brazil-
|ian working class, little experi-
enced in politics, believed to be
the true expression of the Octobey
Revolution, destroyed the revolu-
tionary opportunity. It was in
DBrazil that the Stalinists formed

the first Popular Front in the
Western Iemisphere.
It was called the National L.i-

beration Allianee and was headed
by Luis Carlos Prestes. who had
been one of the chiefs of the Var
gas moyement in 1930. Some time
afterward, having made a trip to
Moscow, he hecame a Stalinist, In
[ November, 1935, the National Li-
beration Alliance launchied a mili
tary adventurist blow in Recife
and Rio de Janeiro, which, lack-
ing the necessary popular support
whieh it had [Iailed prepare.
was brutally ernshed,

1o

That brought an end to the 1931
Constitution an¢d the. establish-

liberal as-
influence ol
absent

with certain
Nor was the
North American capital
from the picture. x
Vareas soon repudiated the li-
beral aspects of the movement
which brought him to power and
governed as a dictator until 1934,
constitution

peared
pects.

when a new went
into effect — but the most cle-
mentary rights proclaimed by

the cemstitution were violated |

from the first by laws like that
on the Security of the State and
others,. adopfed so that Vargas
could repress the growing pop
ular discontent.

THE STALINISTS THROW
AWAY THE REVOLUTIONARY
OPPORTUNITY

That popular discontent, unfor-
funately, was nect channelized by
the rev oluum&n\ proletayrian

It used 1o be that a man tho
the ladder if he could put aside
get a white collar job where he w
not any more!

It's

This extremely interesting f
authority than the Wall Strcct /
clusion on the hasis of a narional

survey, reported in its May 12|
issue.
The Jowrnal mournfully com-

I

plains that a shortage of white
collar workers in the "loweyr in-
come hrackets" — a nice way of
saying low-pay — is growing more
and more serious, as white collay
workers seek higher wages in the
manufacturing industries,

The Jowrnal cites the example
of page boys and messengers in
New York banks, wlho have been
quitting jobs paying avound $750
a year to go into factories and

the other way around now,
‘ing flunkey ‘posts” in banks, insurance companies and brokerage
houses, and going into the factories.

ught he was climbing a rung up
o\uralls ind a I’umr\ job and
ouldn’t get his hands dirty. But

with white collar men leav-

act is testified to by no less an
ournal, which came to this con-

earn as much as $2.000 “making
everything from shoes to tanks."”
The draft has of course also been
a factor, but the main worry of
large employers of white collar
workers, the Journal makes clear.
is the higher wages paid on fac-
tory Jjobs,

WORKERS CAN MARRY NOW

In Hartford, Connecticul, the
Wall Street Jouwrnal survey noted.
muany vacancies in \\'l\ile collar
jobs have been created by women
leaving the jobs upon marriage.
the increase in weddings being

Pact=-=- Maybe

Duranty Thinks That Stalin
Will Sign New Hitler

Join Axis

“unofficia
“the true

Walter Duranty,
for many years, says

Stalin’s personal prestige must

And that step, says Durant
paper Alliance dispatch publishec
1s toward the Axis.

"Tokyo ‘Axis. That would be a big
and definite step, and it is pos-
sible the Russians will do it. I
did not think so a while back, but
it is possible.

S “PERSIAN LAMB”

hWhal; scems more likely to
~happen_." says Duranty, “is some
new agreement by Russia with
Germa‘ny and Turkey. Not wholly
at Turkey’s expense. Not a par-
tition of Turkey, as Poland was
cut in twain, but a Turkish-Rus-

STALIN'S

sian-German accord for Ger-
many’s immediste  advantage,
with perhaps some ool off the

Persian Jamb as a bouas for the
Soviet Union.”

Needless-to say, Duranty = cyn-
ical dispatch has not evoked a
word of comment in the Com-
muList Party’s Daily Worker.
The last thing those hirelings
| who edit that paper will write
about on their own hook is Stal-
in's foreign policy. The only
things the Daily Worker prints
on that subject are cables from
Moscow and carefmd paraphrases

assumption of the premiership of the USSR is
Union is about to take a step so grave and important that Mr.

" mouthpiece for the.Kvemlin
answer” which explains Stalin's
“that the Soviet

become directly involved, not

only as lhc real head of the State, which he surely is, but as the
titular President of the Council of Commissars.”’

y, in a North American News-
1 in the May 8 New York Tines

Duranty says it may ‘utu‘llly hc Jonnm, the Berlin-Rome-

Duxantys authority to speak
on such matters has been attest-
ed to on more than one occasion
by the Stalinist press.

THEY ENDORSED DURANTY
Last January, when the New
York Times and other papers an-
nounced they were abandoning
maintaining correspondents in
Moscow, because the censorship
blackout there was making it im-
possible to send anything except
government  handouts, Walter
Duranty was rushed into the
breach after a long silence on his
part. Beginning January 22nd a
number of his dispatches ap-
peared in the New York Times.

Upon the publication of the
first of Duranty’s dispatches, the
Daily Worker published a trinm-
phant editorial declaring,
“There's news from Russia for
those who want it." aad adducing

attributed to higher wages paid to
men workers in Lhe war indus-
tries. Behind this simple fact one
sees the tragedy of the depression
generation, unable ler years Lo
marry — until now the war boom
offers them a precarious oppor-|
tunity.

What the Wall Street Jowrnal
passes over in silence is the sim-
ple question: Why have white col-
lar workers in Wall Street been
getting $750 a year, and the same
workers, with <comparatively lit-
tle training, can get §2,000 a year
as factory workers?

UNIONS EXPLAIN CHANGE
The answer 1o that question ex- |
plains why the white ¢ollar work-
er no longer appears, eilther Lo
Iiiniself or to the factory worker.
as a step up the ladder. The CIO,
now nearly five million strong,
has changed the status of the fac-
tory worker. 'The organized fac-
tory worker, protected against
the Dbosses by his collective
strength, has nof only won wage
raises, but has also changed the
canditions under which he works. '

workers used 10
enjoy certain amenities in con-!
trast to the working conditions
of factory workers, Since employ-

ers and executives ,,enemlly work

ed in the same offices, air, light
and sanitary conditions were
much better for white collar
workers (han in factories. In ad

dition there were the small poli-
tenesses of office life--being called
Mr. or Miss, being ordered gboul

fairly politely, ete. — as contrast-
ed to the unvarnished bhrutality |
of the superintendents and fore
men in a factory job.

White ecollar

But those contrasts between a
white collar and a factory joh
have vanished wherever the fac-
tory workers haye organized and
won union conditions. Now it's
the other way around. The union
man in the factory can tell the
foreman where to get off, stands
on his rights and knows the un
ion is behind him, while the un-
organized white collar man looks
and feels like a flunkey.

Some white collar groups, not
ably in the insurance field, have
followed in the lootsteps of the
factory workers and have success
fully organized and seceured union
contracts, but in general it re
mains true that the white colla”
man is in no sense as organizable
as the factory worker,

WORKING CLASS GROWS
Where the Wall Street Jotrnal
mourns, the class-conscious work
er may well rejoice. We can be
sure that the young men wha have

Duranty’s dispateh as proof.
But after a few, Duranty's dis-

Duranty is the present dxspau,h

of those cables.

datelined from Tokyo.

patches suddenly ceased coming | become
out of Moscow. The next news of lea\e behind them the petty-houy-

the initiative to quit :lunkc\'m
in banks and brokerage houses 1o
industrial preletarians,

geois illusions of the usual white

Wall Street Mourns: White Collar
Workers Are Going Into The Factories

union men. They swell the total
number of the industr.al proleta-
riat — and that's a good thing
forf the future of the vevolution
ary movement, “We are many
they are few' becomes slill more
true, That's one good consequence
of this war boom!

Profit Increases
To Outstrip Wages

“A conservative estimate of
| the amount of increased wages
during the coming year that
will result from the increases
made in the first four months
of 1941 by the CIO adds up to
$380 million,” reports the lat-
est CIO ECONOMIC OUT-
LOOK.

The OUTLOOK warns, how-
ever, that “these wage in-
- creases will have to be defend-
ed against encroachment on
several fronts. Two of the
most |mpm'tam ones are ris-
ing cost of ln'mg and increased
consumer ta‘(atum

In addition, proﬁts and pro-
duction have far outstripped
wage advances in proportional
gains,

The OUTLOOK reports: “A
_tahulation of the profits for
345 leading corporations, pre-
pared by the National City
Bank, showed an increase of
1742 % in the first quarter of

‘o

1941, over 1940,
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-l ment of the bloodiest dictatorship

that Brazil has yet known.

Meanwhile, as a counterweight
fo Lhe developments on the left,
there had been forming an im-
portant fascist movement, the In-
tegralista party, headed by Plinio
Salgado and closely connected
with Germany and Italy. Vargas
skillfully used the fasecists to
prop up his government, Later he
smaslied the Integralista, jailing
its leaders.

That scarcely meant, however.
that Vargas was becoming a de-
mocrat, In 1957, after suppress-
ing an aftempt at a presidentia!
election, Vargas proclaimed the
“New State,”” suppressing parlia-
ment, and establishingz a regime
that was noted with cousiderable
alarm in Washington and much
joy in Berlin and Rome as the
first advance ol totalitarianism in
South Ameriea,

VARGAS SERVES

WALL STREET —

AS LONG AS HE MUST
Nevertheless, since then Vargas,

despite his secret sympathies for

the Axis, has been obliged 1o
retreat . under the pressure of
Anglo-U, S. interests, which are

dominant in Brazil. The fivst step'
in his retreat was to include in
his cabinet, as Foreign Minister,
Olsvaldo Arvanha, then Ambassa-
dor in Washington and a netori-
ous agent of Wali Street. He com-
pleted his relregat’ by signing a
commereial treaty with the United
States which provided it with the
preponderance against the compe-
tition of Nazi barter and compen:
sated marks.

Sinee then Vargas has sought
to strike a balance between the
conflicting infperialist powers, al-
ways playing safe enough to re
main in power — he has aspira-
tions to be Brazil's ruler for life.
In his cabinet there are repres
entatives of \Wall Street and ve
presentatives of the army who
are openly pro-Nazi in inclination.
He is praised by the fascist press
in Buenos Aires, and Irom tim¢
to time he makes a speech which
indicates his own inclination Lo
ward fhe toralitarian powers,
But under Anglo-Ui. S. pressur
lie finds himself obliged to colla
borate in the cominenial plans
ol Wall Street.

On the basis of loans from the
and Tmport Bank
lie has succeeded in giving a con
siderable impulse to the siderur
gica industry, keystone of the not
able development which Brazilian
industry is now experiencing and
which is giving it the first place
in South America, even ahead of
Argentina.  With this economic
base Vargas has aspirations for
hegemony over the South Ameri
can continent—aspirations which
al bottom, are fomented by the
United States as a form of pres.
sure on Argentina and to main-
tain inter-country tension which
favors Yankee plans for domi
nation of these countries.

The Vargas regime has not sue-
ceeded in the least in bettering
the condition of the miserable
masses of Brazil, almost illiter
ate and broken by hunger and 1he
ravages of malaria and syphilis.
The situation of the masses has
worsened despite the expansion of
Brazilian ecconomy. That is why
Vargas finds it necessary to rule
by the most. brutal dictarorial
methods.

All this, of course, is concealed
from the people of
States by vour Roosevell and
your press, whicl is wooing Var-

New York City

[eollar types, and will make good

gas. But Vargas keeps an eye
on events, ready to offer himself
to  whichever master finally

triumphs in the world struggle.

the Unlied

—

British Workers
Can Lead Way To
World Revolution

By JACK WEBER
Recently the Chuyrchlll zo.ernment gave cer-
tain German and Austrian anti-Nazis in Englfmd
permission to publish a newspaper in German
called Nie Zeitung. The Dritish sociallst weekly
Tribune hails this as a great step torward:

“Obyiously the establishment of such a paper
is the first step to securing unity among the anti-
Nazi Germans: obviously it may in time lgald
to the formation of that body for which hall the
world, and halt Germany, is waiting — the free
German le_"mn (the Reichsbanner. it you prefer
the name). It may mean that this government
has at last real.zed the need roy which the Tribune
has ccnsclcssl,’ ¢lamored -—— the need for the or-
ganization of revolution against Hitler,”

These British socialists are in favor of a vio-
lent vevolution — in Germany.

The most certain way to prevent any German
revolution against Hitler is this way of the Brit-
ish socialists. The or gumzduon of that |e\olutmn
ig, according 1o them, to be the task — of the
tory Chinrehilll For whose benefit would Churchill
aid in organizing such a revolution? For the ben-
efit of the German warking class? No, only for
British imperialism.

These socialist lackeys mot only serve their
own British impm'iﬂliSiil by direct support of
Churehill.  They serve German imperialism —
that is, imperialism in general — by driving the
German workers into the arms of Hitler who con-
tyually points to the unity ol the English work-
ers with the British capitalists against Germany,
As if to deliberately give to Hitler a m‘owning
argument, they assign to Churchill the task of
bringing about the German revolution.

What example do thege socialists offer the
German workers by thelr own attitude to British
capitalism and the English rvev olullon’ Their job
in the war is to keep the Brilish workers in pas-
sive dependence on the hosses and to hold out,
illusory promises for the future. Not only must
the Gertman workers rely on the Churchill gov-
ernment, but n.\un'lllv the British workers must
do the same. 'l‘lmt is the iron logie of the Tri-
bune's support of the war, The masses, living
\\wwlm(ll\ like ancient cave-dwellers, are at best

pnnut!e(l fitful dreams of the peace to come.

Pie In The Sky By And By

So the Tribune goes through the motions of
preparing to aczcomplish somethipg — later on!
It presenis the Laski plan as a solution for the
English workers. "This plan is a watered-down
version of the De Man plan put fm\uud hy the
leade)y of the Belgzan socialists l)efme he sold out,
to the Nazis. Its seven points ¢all in {he most
ancient reformist style for nationalization of the
banks, the railroads, ‘The mines. It says nothing
abour the big industries, Above all it says noth-
ing about workers' control. Whatever is to be
nationalized is to be run by the bourgeois gov-
ernment.

The plan is intended not to set the workers:
in. motion against the capitalists, not to bring
about a real m\ol‘uu()nmv (~laqs shuggle for so-
cialism, but on the contrary io head off and.
divert such a struggle into wfmmist rhanne]s
This is not our interpretation: it is plainly stated.
Here is what Laski éu,vs:

“II' we cannot settle now the lines upon which
we meet these moblems (of peace), we shall he
fighting against them after the war—a new and
bitter battle of Privilege against the People. That
will mean that all the sacnﬂoes of war will again
have been made in vain. Victor v will have been
made empty and sterile. In all probability, it
will mean a rapid drift here (o revolution, We
say that this is unnecessary. We say that the
gover nmvm owes it to the people of this country
to pw\pn( it. We ask that the Labor Party take
the lead now in safeguardmg the commumty
against a danger that will never be forgwen its
leaders it they allow It to oceur, They know 1l\at
all Burope waits upon & British lead.”

What is Harold Laski here, but the agent of
bourgeois, respectable England in the ranks of
the Labor Parly, The form of pressure he npplleé
to 2 supine leadership bas as its aim balking the
real will of the proletariat.  His example to the
European proletariat is to be the preservation
of pavliamentary demgceracy in post-war Bngland,

British Workers Can Lead The Way

It is perfectly true that the rest of L‘urope
waits on the actions of lhe Lngllsh px‘oletallat
But if the English wor kels wish to see the Ger-
man proletariat overthrow Hitler in a revolution,
then they can help by setting the example at
liome,  Fay from leaving it fo Churchill to aid the
German revolut'on, the IInglish proletariat must
perform this duty. To do so they must take over
the power themselves, they must snateh it\out
of the hands of the reactionary Churchills. The
German lp\n)mion waits, in on the
nglish w\nlmmn.

I his sense,

By their ppliqy of unity with the tory gov-
crnment and with the “demosratic’ imperialists,
the English socialists place the greatest obstacle
in the path of the German and the European
workers., When Laski says that the Labor Party
leaders will never be forgiven if they do not help
to stave off revolutions, he means that they will
never be forgiven by (he capitalist class. The
workers ‘n any case will never forgive these mis-
leaders who bound them to the war machine,

Nor will lhe capitalists be able to do much
forgiving in this war or after. For they will
be driven to break the "truce” with labor and
to rule with an iron fist as soon as the workers
come to realize the sheer fakery of the Laskis and
Il_)r- Bevins and ghe Morrisons. Qut of the war
can come not a new ang better lire for the masscé,
but the most catastrophic worsening of the eiahﬂ-
ards of ll\'mg If real bdlbansm is to be dvmded
then the workers must mtsh aside the British

o*xalists and take the power hy levnlutmn. not
after the war, but at once:
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PROGRAM FOR TODAY'S FIGHT

1. No union fig-leaves for govern-
ment strikebreaking. Demand that trade
union officials resign from all posts in the
government, including the OPM and the
National Mediation Board.

2. Organize the picket lines for all-
out militant defense against the thuggery
of company hoodlums and government
cops.

3. Organize Union Defense Guards
to protect the picket lines and union halls
against ‘law and order committees,” and
all other anti-labor bands.

4. Call an immediate halt to all aets
of hostility between the AFL and CIO
which serve the bosses’ strikebreaking.

5. Demand the unification of the
AFL and CIO on the basis of preserving
and extending the industrial form of or-
ganization.

6. Independent working class politic-
al action. Build an Independent Labor
Party.

7. Expropriate the war industries
and operate them under workers’ control.

8. For a rising scale of wages to meet
the rising cost of living.

That AFL President

William Green last week self-righteously in-
formed the Ilouse Judiciary Committee that the
CIO is responsible for over 90 per cent of the re-
cent strikes in the war industries. He thought he
was voicing a denunciation of the ClO. lle was
really making public his own bankruptcy and
treachery as a trade union official.

Before his latest blow-off against militant
labor action and the CIO, the AIL President
should have got together with the editors of the
American 'ederation of Labor’s, Labor's Monthly
Survey! At least, he should have read the latest
Survey (released April 30):

“Nearly 1,000,000 wage carners in manufactur-
ing and buildimg have reccived wage increases in
the first four months of 1941. These increases var-
ied in general from 5 to 10c or more per hour,”
says the AFL Swurvey.

This statement, to be more accurate, should
have read, "“Nearly 1,000,000 CIO wage earn-
ers...” To be strictly accurate it should have
read, “Nearly 2,000,000 CIO members..."

Some 600,000 steel workers won 10c an hour
raises, thanks to the Steel Workers Organizing
Commitlee (C10O). Over 400,000 soft coal miners,
members of the United Mine Workers (C10), won
$1 a day pay boost. lTundreds of thousands of in-
dustrial workers and CIO unionists in the textile,
aircraft, chemical, electrical and radio, machine
tool, aluminum, farm equipment and other vital
industries have won higher wages.

The Survey stalement continues: “Several hun-
dred thousand also won vacations with pay for the
first time..."”

Here again, this nameless “several hundred
thousand” arc CIO_men, notably the soft coal
miners. The miners gained their increases and paid
vacations after a 28-day strike which Green deeply
“deplores.”

Indecd, none of the improved benefits gained
by these CIO workers in the past four months
came as gifts from the employers. They were won
on the picket lines in a tremendous strike wave or
—as in the U.S. Steel scttlement-——when the work-
ers demonstrated by a strike vote their readiness
to establish picket Lines and stop production if the
employers did not yield.

Green denounces the strikes. But the AL Swr-
vey says ol these strike-won wage-gains:

“Such a lilting of the American wage level was
overdue . . . workers" wages have not kept pace with
their power to produce in the last 12 years. Only
when strong trade unions acted wover the entire na-
tion to organige and demand wage increases have
workers succeeded in lifting their earning power
closer to their producing power. This happened in
1937 and again in 1940-41. The wage line (Aver-
age hourly pay) rises sharply in these two periods

“when untion members pressed for their share of the
income they produced.”

Let every AFL member ponder over these
achievements of the CIlO, verified in these “anony-
mous” terms by the AFL Survey. Ponder—and ask
William Green and his fellow “leaders”: .

“And what have you done for American labor,
William Green & Co.? How many wage increases
have you helped negotiate in the last four months?
How many AFL workers won improved conditions
by your cowardly surrender of the strike weapon
and lickspittle fawning before the open-shoppers?”

Green’s record during the recent strike wave is
described in one word: strikebreaking. In the re-
cords of the Ford, International Harvester and a
half dozen other recent ClO strikes is this inscrip-
tion: “Won despite the scabherding of William
Green."”

The CIO today is the outstanding organiza-
tion of American labor, so recognized by the press,
the government, the employers and, above all, by
the workers.

More and more AFL members have been ask-
ing: Why?

Green himself has just given the answer:

Yes, the CIO has conducted over 90 per cent of
the recent strikes—and has won over 9% per cent
of the gains for the American workers in the same
period.

Democracy Defined

An advisor to the Bank of England and a
spokesman for the British government, John May-
nard Keynes, last week gave the American press
an accurate definition of the nature of “democracy”
under capitalism.

Asked how the British masses felt toward the
English system of pay-roll deductions for income
taxes and forced loans to the government, Keynes
declared:

“They all said they did not like it at first, but
the main thing is they got used to it. That is the
keynote of democracy—getting used to it.”” (New
York Times, May 9.)

“They all” didn’t like it, yet the taxes were
passed: what, then, happens to the theory that
“the will of the people” prevails in a “democracy”?
That theory is revealed by Keyrles' words to be
just a myth. .

What, then, does democracy consist in? “Get-
ting used to” what is done—that, says Keynes, is
democracy. And so it is, this “democracy” ol the
tapitalist system. The government confronts the
workers with accomplished facts, The “democracy”
consists of the workers “getting used to” those
facts. "Democracy” means submission by the mass-
es to the ruling class. Failure to offer violent re-
sistance, “getting used to it,” become for the rulers
a vote of consent by the masses. The token of
“democracy” is that the masses, confused and dis-
organized, do not rise in revolt against the gov-
ernment.

And when the masses no longer submit, when
the workers refuse to “get used to” the conditions
imposed by the ruling class, then what happens to
“democracy”? Then the capitalist class will re-
nounce “democracy” and resort to naked violence
in a last desperate attempt to impose its will
against the majority, “Democracy” lasts only so
long as the workers submit.

The Stalin School

The reader of the Stalinist Daily Worker reads
one day that a government witness in the Bridges
deportation case is “a Los Angeles Trotskyist.”
The next day the reader is told that war-monger
Max Eastman is “a Trotskyist.”” The next day he
reads that Rudolfl IMess (the Daily Worker seems
annoyed by Hess' desertion of Hitler) was shown
in the Moscow trials to have plotted with Trotsky
to attack the Soviet Union. In addition to this bar-
rage in the Daily Worker, leaflets are appearing
which—1o quote one issued by the South Jamaica
(N.Y.) branch of the Communist Party—charge
that “These Trotskyists are the agents of Wall
Street . .. Their paper, “The Militant,” pretends to
fight for the people, but that only is a dodge to
catch unwary ears so they can bring forth and
spread their anti-Communist and their vile anti-
Soviet slanders.” And so forth and so on.

Upon first coming in contact with this Stalinist
stream of lies, readers of TIE MILITANT find
it hard to understand how the Stalinist school of
falsification can hope to get away with it. The lies
are so casily disproved. For example, our Los
Angeles organization immediately confronts the
Stalinists with a proposal to submit to an impar-
tial committee of the labor movement the charge
that the witness against Bridges is “a Trotskyist;”
the Stalinists of course dare not agree to appear be-
fore such a committee, anymore than they dared
agree to meet Trotsky and repeat the Moscow Trial
lies before an impartial tribunal. Any politically
literate person knows that Eastman never was a
member of the Trotskyist organization and, al-
though sympathetic in the early days, became an
avowed opponent of Trotskyism at least as early
as 1933, Evervbody knows that the Trotskyists are
for the defense of the Soviet Union.

Why, then, do the Stalinists fabricate such
easily-refuted lies? For the simple reason that they
dare not meet us on the level of our-actual program
and activitics, Our revolutionary policy constilutes
a damning indictment of the degencrate course of
Stalinism. And our voice is penetrating more and
more within the ranks of the Stalinist-controlied
organizations. IMence the Stalinist parties adopt
Ilitler's dictum: “the bigger the lie, the more
people will believe it.” Some of the mud, they
hope, will stick. Such is the Stalin school of falsi-
fication. Like all reactionary political movements,
it. cannot and dare not be truthful.

| follows a line in harmony with

The Latest Line Of The
Stalinist Peace Front

Stalinist ‘“Anti-War"’ Forces In Britain Are Now Asking For
A Parliamentary Opposition To Be Drawn From “All Pa rties”

The “People’'s Convention” in
Great Britain is equivalent to the
American Peace Mobilization in
this country, that is, it is the
Stalinist peace front! That means
that the People's Convention un-
der the control of the Stalinists

Stalin’s foreign policies. Neverthe-
less a certain measure of adapta-
tion to the particular situation ex-
isting in a country is evident in
the tactics followed by the Stalin-
ist organizations.
After the Stalin-Hitler pact the
Stalinists in England, who prior
to the pact had been clamoring
for war against Hitler, became
the most vociferous anti-war pro-
pagandists. At first they placed
the blame for the war exclusively
on British imperialism; but after
Hitler achieved his victories and
threw the fear of the Lord into
Stalin, they discovered that Hit-
ler also was an imperialist.
The English workers, confront-
ed by a possible invasion of Hit-
ler's armies and facing destruc-
tion and death, demand something
more than a reiteration of the
phrase that this is an imperialist
war on both sides. “That's true,
but we don’t want Hitler” is their
reaction, which is quite natural.
It therefore becomes necessary to
present a program which would
show the English workers how to
defeat Hitler without fighting for
British imperialism, ¢

A TYPICAL STALINIST
BLURRING OF CLASS
STRUGGLE

Aware of the mood of the Brit-
ish workers the Stalinists are
making a shift in their propa-
ganda and, as is to be expected
their shift has mnothing in com-
mon with a revolutionary ap-
proach. In a Tetter addressed fc
the members of Parliament (Daily
Worker, May 7, 1941), by the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the People’s
Convention, the Stalinist shift is

opportunist character of the whole
Stalinist approach.

The idea of addressing a let-
ter on such an important ques-
tion as war, to the members of
Parliament inecluding all of the
reactionary 71'ories. can come only
from people who hdve absolutely
no understanding of the existence
of the class struggle. A letter ad-
dressed to the Labor Party mem-
bers of Parliament would be jus-
tified. TFor then the appeal is
made to representatives of labor
and can be utilized to mobilize
the workers Lo exert pressure on
their representatives. A letter te
Labor Party members of Parlia-
ment would in reality he a lelter
to the workers and would be com-
pletely in order.

What do the Stalinists propose
in this letter? The breath-taking
measure of “an effective Parlia-
mentary opposition which will
come out boldly in the interests
of the people.” This is the Stal
inist counterfeit in place of the
correct demand which should be
made for the Labor Party to with:
draw all of its members from the
government and formulate a pro-
gram on the basis of which a
struggle could be made to form
a Labor government, But the
Stalinist leaders, following thei
Popular TFront line, continue to
appeal to people of good will in
all classes.

“In this situation' asserts the
letter, “great responsibilily rests
on every member of Parliament”
— not excluding the Tories. And
as if to make assurance doubly
sure the appeal specifically states
that “it is possible for men of
good will in all parties” lo cons-
titute the Parliamentary Opposi-
tion which the letter declares to
be essential at the present mo-
ment.

STALINISTS WOULD FORM
HIS MAJESTY’S OPPOSITION

indicated as well as the grossly

according to the letter, would of
course be His Majesty's Loyal Op-
position. That is indicated not
only by the appeal to members
of all parties but by the very
tone of the -letter. *The people
are increasingly uneasy. But un-
like certain friends of Hitler in
high places, they are neither des-
pairving nor defeatists.” This kind
of language is used by people who
are anxious to show that, if only
“good” men are placed in the
government, everything will be
satisfactory,

The Stalinist letter asks that
the program of the Peoples’ Con-
venlion become the basis of the
Parliamentary Opposition. That
program includes taking over the
banks, land, means of transport,
armaments factories and other
large industries: that is certainly
part of a correct program — but
perverted by the all-class group-
ing whiech is supposed to carry
it out. The letter does mot men-
tion the essential point of grant-
ing independence to all colonies.
Nevertheless, en the basis of the
program a real struggle for power
could be conducted, provided that
the struggle would be conducted
on class lines.

The necessity of appealing to
the British workers on the basis
of carrying on a real struggle
against fascism becomes more
evident with the passing of each
day. The Stalinist leaders have
finally recognized that fact be-
cause they emphasize, in this let-
ter, the defense of the people
against their enemies at home
and abroad.

But since their approach con-
tinues 1o bhe the opportunist ap-
proach of the Popular Front, the
Stalinists’ shift of policy will not
aid the British workers in find-
ing the only real road to defeat
fascism, the road of achieving
power through the class struggle
and turning the imperialist war

This Parliamentary Opposition,

into a war for socialism, *

German Capitalists Are
Just Like Those In U. S.

Recently published official fig-
ures on the 1938 income taxes
paid in Germany indicate how
far the Nazi economic order is
from socialism and how identical
it is to the capitalist economic
system that the Américan and
British workers “enjoy.”

There is little wonder that the
Nazi officials didn’t publish these
figures for three years. They give
incontestable evidence that so far
as the big German capitalists and
industrialists are concerned, it's
been “‘profits as usual” only
more so, since Hitler came to
power, especially with the ex-
pansion of the German war in-
dustries.

On the other hand, the workers
and low income earners are get-
ting less and less.

The figures show that in 1938
3,293,000 persons, in the top in-
come brackets, had a total income
from rents, profits, professional
services- and capital returns of
20,900,000,000 marks ($8,360,-
000.000).

The top six per cent of this
group received 41 per cent of the
total income of the entire group.
Thus some 200,000 individuals re-
ceived a total income of approx-
imately $3,330,000,000, or an
average of $16,600 a year per
person.

RICH GET RICHER,
UNDER “NATIONAL

SOCIALISM”
11,666 individuals reported in-
comes of over 100,000 marks

($40.000). This is seven times the
number of such individuals as in
1933. The income of this group
was 13.5 per cent of the total of
all taxable incomes. In 1933, it
was b3 per cent,

Thus, under Hitler, the very
vich have inereased their share
of the taxable income about 250
per cent.

Iiven this does not show the
true extent to which the German
monopoly capitalists have in-
creased their wealth under Hitler.
David M. Nichol, Berlin corres-

writes of the significance of ‘these
figures, in the May 9 Post:
“Statistics for subsequent

Strike Outfit

This is Miss Zara duPont,
first cousin to the “Merchants
of Death,” the duPont dynasty
heads, and a Bethlehem Steel

stockholder. She recently
stormed a stockholders meet-
ing and charged the corpora-
tion and its 18 officers with
misusing corporation funds for
anti-labor activity, and has
started a stockholder’s suit to
recover $1.000,000 for “illegal
and wrongful” expenditures.
Here she is shown wearing a
gas mask while picketing dur-

pondent for the New York Post,

yvears are unavailable, but the
trend is believed the same. In-
formed sources in Berlin have
spoken of the development of
‘hidden’ millionaires as a result
of the tremendous turnover in
armament and allied industries.”

HITLER REDUCES TAXES

‘| ON THE RICH

Nazi Germany has its capitalist
war profiteers, just as the United
States and Great Britain.

An example of how Hitler has
not only not driven out the big
capitalist and bankers, as he
promised the German masses, but
has helped them get richer, is
shown by the further figures
that the net income tax rate on
those in the 100,000 mark or over
group was only 33.3 per cent in
1938, as compared with 36.1 per
cent in 1933.

The income tax rates on this
group are lower than on the top
brackets in the United States!

At the other end of the scale

of income tax payers, those with
incomes of less than 1500 marks
received 2.9 per cent of the tax-
able income in 1938 in comparison
with 12.6 per cent in 1933. Those
with incomes of 1,500 marks to,
3,000 marks received 11 per cent
of the total taxable income in
1938 as compared with 18.3 per
cent in 1933,
This indicates how mistaken
were the members of the lower
middle class of Germany who sup-
ported Hitler to power in the be-
lief that he would help them
against the crushing domination
of the big capitalists. The rich
get richer and the poor get poor-
er in Nazi Germany, as in every
other capitalist country.
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W here
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

Why Is Stalin Premier Now?

Why did Stalin appoint himself Premier or Chair-
man of the Council of Peoples’ Commissars of the
USSR?

Formulating the question in this manner brings
out the point that Stalin's assumption of the office
of Premier is more important than the fact that
Molotov was thereby removed from one of his offices.
Had someone else displaced Molotov it would have
been the removal of Molotov and not the fact that a
certain person was substituted for him that would
have to be considered as the important factor. As it
is, it is Stalin’s assumption of the office that deserves
the greatest attention.

Not one but several factors must be taken into
consideration to explain Stalin’s decision. There is
one explanation, however, that we shall absolutely
ignore and that is Duranty’s idea that Stalin has of
a sudden lost his modesty, Since that profound delver
into the Russian soul makes the statement that Stalin
never assumed any office because of modesty, Duranty
must be saying that now Stalin has for some reason
or other divested himself of that modesty.

Many interpret Stalin’s move as a purge of Mol-
otov. That factor cannot be ignored. Molotov’s wife
was removed as a candidate on the Central Committee
of the party at the 18th Party Conference; this
appeared to indicate that Molotov was already
on the skids. He is still Commissar of Foreign Af-
fairs, however, and if it is Stalin's intention to put
Molotov where Litvinov and Voroshilov are at pre-
sent, it will probably not be long before Molotov’s re-
quest to be relieved of that office on the ground of
ill health or some other reason will be presented to
Stalin who will very graciously grant that request.
But, while the desire to remove Molotov may be a
factor, it does not in the least explain why Stalin

should not have appointed someone else instead of
appointing himself.,

And if the Kremlin autocrat has decided to discard
Molotov, it must in all probability also mean that he
has decided to change the policy with which Molotov
has been connected, just as his removal of Litvinov
was meant Lo announce a change from the policy of
collective security. What new policy can he have in
mind? Either to throw in his lot with the democratic
imperialists or clse to become part of the Axis. But
the latter course would not constitute a change of
policy of such a nature as to demand ‘the removal
of Molotov. It would only be an extension of the
policy followed since the Stalin-Hitler pact. Only a
decision to join the democracies could explain the re-
moval of Molotov if a change in policy was what
determined that removal. And such a change is hard-
ly probable at this time when Hitler is still riding
high,

A New Agreement With Hitler

Another agreement between Stalin and Hitler
seems to be in the cards, an agreement whereby Hit-
ler, as Duranty cynically puts it, would give Stalih
some wool off the backs of the Persian lambs and
take all of the Middle East for himself. Just as Stalin
received part of Poland, the Baltic countries, part of
Rumania and of Finland, so would Hitler give him
something of Iran or Afghanistan or some other con-
cession in return for a free hand in the Near and
Middle East.

But even if ‘Stalin intends to change his policy
Molotov could be removed and someone else placed in
his position. Furthermore Molotov would then alse
be removed as Foreign Commissar. Can it be that
Stalin has appointed himself because, having killed
off every able person he has no one to take Molotov’s
place? That would hardly be a real obstacle, for he
could find some puppet to replace Molotov just as he
found puppets to replace people more capable than
Molotov. Stalin does not demand abilitics but a will-
ingness to take orders.

It would seem, then, that neither his desire to re-
move Molotov nor his intention to alter his course
could explain the fact that Stalin appointed- himself
as Premier. Certainly they are not primary factors
in Stalin’s latest step.

It must be taken for granted that Stalin’s ap-
pointment of himself indicates the existence of a ser-
ious situation confronting the Soviet burezueracy,
both internally and foreign. Even though everyone
knows that important decisions are made only by
Stalin, Stalin's formula has been to blame bad con-
ditions not on the policies but on their exeeution. In
a very serious situation the burcaucracy would want
to create the impression that the great Stalin himself
is now going to participate actively in carrying out
decisions. It may also be argued that, now that Stalin
is officially part of the government, decisions will be
arrived at more quickly and the seriousness of the
situation demands quick decisions,

Stalin’s Personal Character

Nor can the personal factor be ignored. It is worth
noting that Stalin has played quite an open role both
in the pact with Hitler and more so in the pact with
Matsuoka. The idea of playing a role similar to that
of Hitler and Mussolini must have come to him many
times. While manipulating behind the scenes is more
in keeping with Stalin’s character, the more open
part played by his fellow-dictators has its advantages.
The stage may very well be in the process of prepara-
tion for Premier Stalin to meet Chancellor Hitler.

Aside from Stalin’s motives in taking the step that
he did, it is an indication that the Communist Party
no longer exists in the sense of its being a living and
functioning instrument. It is true that Lenin also
occupied the position of Chairman of the Council of
Peoples” Commissars at the time when the party was
everything in the Soviet Union. But when one takes
into consideration what has happened to the party
since Stalin came Lo power, one must conclude that
Stalin sees no sense in being the head of an organ-
ization that has no life in it. As Premier he becomes
the official head of the bureaueratic caste which in
reality has all the power that the parly once had.
After Stalin got rid of the party he became Premier.

He thus stepped into the office that Lenin once
held. And by doing so makes it more clear than evey
that his role is directly contrary to that of Lenin.



