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G M  Workers 
Ready To Strike
Their Pressure Forces Officials To Set 
Strike Deadline; Want Original Demands

DETROIT, Mich. May 12—The International Executive 
Board of the United Automobile Workers CIO, in the face of 
protracted and fruitless negotiations with General Motors and 
the National Defense Mediation Board panel in Washington, set 
Thursday, M ay 15, 7 a.m. as the strike deadline in 60 GM 
plants.

In reports to union officials in a conference in Detroit Sun­
day, Walter Reuther and George F. Addes reported that none of 
the union's major demands have been met by the company. The 
ten weeks o f negotiations have brought nothing but a waste of 
tim e, and union o ffic ia ls  voted to 
s tr ik e  Thursday should there be 
no satis facto ry agreement reach­
ed in  two days o f negotiations 
e a rly  th is  week.

Local un ion officers were in ­
structed to get th e ir  locals in  fu ll 
p repa ra tion  fo r s trike . T hrough­
o u t GM, locals are se tting  up 
s tr ik e  kitchens, broadening the 
F ly in g  Squadrons, and bracing 
themselves fo r  a s trike .

The impasse w h ich  has been 
reached, reveals tha t the compa­
ny  is bent on a showdown battle.
The fru itle ss  weeks of s ta llin g  
W ith  the M edia tion hoard, a trap 
In to  w h ich  Reuther and Thomas 
Tell a ll too easily ' netted the un­
io n  no th ing  but lost tim e. Never- 
thless, the GM locals are in  a 
s trong  position.

U N IO N  IS  R E A D Y
Never was the UAW-iCIO as 

pow erfu l as i t  is today in  GM.
T he overwhelm ing m a jo r ity  of 
GM w orkers are in  the UAW . Lo­
cals arcw ell organized compared 
to  two years ago. There is also 
a considerable treasu ry  b u ilt  up, 
bo th  by the in te rna tiona l, and in 
loca l unions, to  support the s trike .

The s tr ik e  date was set a fte r a 
Veritable barrage o f demands was 
hu rled  a t the In te rn a tio n a l o ffi­
cers by local union m ilita n ts .
Committees from  local unions in  
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Detroit1 Is City Of 
Strikes As GM 
Battle Approaches

DETROIT, Mich.—The city 
of Detroit is now the city of 
strikes. With GM on the verge 
of a strike, the scene is dotted 
with major battles.

The Hudson Motor company 
has been served strike notice 
by the UAW, and the date set 
for Tuesday, May 13.

The 7,000 workers of the 
Murray Corporation in De­
troit' have also prepared for 
strike action.

Meanwhile the Ex-Cello 
strike of tool and die men con­
tinues in an effective shut 
down of all work.

The Teamsters union is 
waging a major battle with 
the lumber trade, in a strike 
which has spread to all the 
building trades, who walked 
out in sympathy with the 
Teamsters. The Teamsters of­
ficials have announced that 
should there be no settlement 
shortly with the lumber deal­
ers, a general teamsters strike 
of 30,000 drivers, including 
over-the-road men, will be 
called.

O N THE W AR FRONTS
■" by GEORGE STERN = = = = = = = = = =

A  fe w  weeks ago the Jews cele­
b ra ted the  Feast o f Passover, 
com m em orating  the departure o f 
the  Jews fro m  E g y p t fo r  the 
Prom ised Land. The near fu tu re  
m ay hold fo r  Jews the tw is ted  
iro n y  o f a new exodus, an exodus 
fro m  the Prom ised Land back to 
E g y p t.

The chances are that with 
the threat of a Nazi drive 
through Syria into Palestine 
toward Suez, this exodus has 
already begun. As usual it 
would be those Jews with some 
money who are able to get out 
just in advance of the storm. 
For the rest, the hapless hun­
dreds of thousands w h o  
thought that in Palestine they 
might find refuge, the time of 
flight amid the storm may well 
be drawing near.
F o r decades now the Z ion ists 

have placed a ll hopes o f a Jew ish 
hom eland upon the sharp po in ts 
o f  B r it is h  bayonets. They depend­
ed upon these bayonets to defend 
them  aga inst the A rabs and p re­
fe rre d  th is  defense to  the choice 
o f  a com pact between A ra b  and 
Jew . In  the la s t few  years they 
secured precious l i t t le  defense 
aga ins t the A rabs and tom orrow  
the y  w i l l  have even less c e rta in ty  
o f defense aga inst the approach­
in g  N a z i legions. There w i l l  be 
no w a y  le f t  b u t to  re trace the 
pa th  o f Moses th rough  the w ild ­
erness back in to  E g y p t land.

The Arabs, for their part, 
twisted about like pawns by 
venal leaders, may find them­
selves transferred from the

British imperialist yoke to the 
German. The compromises of 
their leaders in the past twenty 
years with the British would 
bear fru it now not in liberation 
but in subjection to the Nazis.

B oth  Jew  and A rab , in  o ther 
w'ords, m ay have to  pay in  th is  
fo rm  fo r  th e ir  fa ilu re  to  find  the 
common ground on w h ich  both 
could be free.

But take the other variant.. .  
that H itler will not succeed in. 
reaching Suez from the East 
. . .  what then for the Jewish 
homeland in Palestine? I t  is al­
ready a battle sector. The B rit­
ish have to gamble desperately 
upon Arab support against the 
Nazis and who can doubt for a 
single moment that they will 
gladly offer up to Arab leaders 
the carcass of Jewish “home­
land'’ hopes in return for such 
support?

When we, for years, repeat­
edly warned that the only hope 
of the Jews in Palestine was 
accord with the Arabs fella­
heen, that the only hope of Jews 
everywhere was in the over­
throw of capitalism, we >verc 
brushed off as extremists and 
dreamers. “Realism” was the 
keynote of Zionist policy for 
the Jews. Let Jews ponder now 
where this realism is taking 
them— back into Egypt land. 
For our part we repeat once 
more:, the Jew will be liberated 
only when all mankind is freed 
from the butchering rapacity 
of imperialism.

----------------------- -------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- (•>

Another Detroit Picket Line

Striking members of the United Automobile Workers (C IO) picket the strike-bound main 
plant of the Ex-Cell-0 Corp. in Detroit, where 3,000 workers have walked out to fight for a 10 
cent hourly increase. The company has several mil lion dollars worth of war orders for tools and. 
parts.

A F L -C IO  Locals Unite In 
Frisco Shipyard Strike
Repudiate Hillman-Green Agreement, Demand Wages Equal To 
Other Machinists In Bay Area, And Signed Bethlehem Contract

t o -

SAN FRANCISCO, May 13—Spurning the government- 
sponsored no-strike "master contract," 1900 striking AFE and 
CIO machinists, their picket lines respected by 18,000 other ship­
yard workers, have shut down 11 shipbuilding plants in this 
area. They went out Friday at midnight.

A huge mobilization of police ordered out to intimidate the 
strikers by Chief of Police Dullea could find no pretext for 
molesting the pickets yesterday and today.

The strikers include 1200 members of Local 68, AFL Mach­
inists, and 700 members of the
East Bay M achin ists Lodge 1301, 
Steel W orkers Organizing Com­
m ittee (C IO ). They are demand­
in g  $1.15 an hour instead of $1.12 
and doubletim c fo r overtim e in ­
stead of the time-and-a-half o ffe r­
ed in  the employer-government- 
A F L  Executive Council agree­
ment. The s tr ike rs ’ demarrds 
would represent a $6.16 increase 
fo r a 48-hour week over the 
wages provided fo r  m achin ists in  
the imposed agreement.

A t  a mass meeting yesterday, 
over 1,000 A F L  s tr ike rs  rejected 
a demand from  the Office of Pro­
duction Management th a t they go 
back to w o rk  and then negotiate.

BETHLEHEM  IS KEY
Largest shipyard s truck  is the 

Bethlehem Steel w orks here, in 
w h ich 900 o f .the s tr ik in g  m achin­
is ts are employed. Bethlehem, 
w h ich  is the key po in t of the 
s trike , has m ainta ined a tra d i­
tion a l po licy of refusing to sign 
a contract d ire c tly  w ith  the local 
unions. The s trike rs  declare tha t 
i t  would be senseless to stop th e ir 
s tr ike  and then t r y  to get a con­
tra c t from  Bethlehem Steel.

Th is  a ttitud e  was expressed a ft­
e r yesterday’s m eeting by leaders 
o f Local 68, who stated:

“Our members took the posi­
tion and passed a resolution to 
the effect, that inasmuch as 
we’ve never been able to get 
an agreement out of Bethle­
hem Steel in the past twenty- 
t,wo years, we don’t feel any 
good purpose would be served 
by sending the men back to 
work before an agreement is 
reached now.

“We feel it  would only pro­
long the controversy and prob­
ably result in a repetition 6f 
what we are going through 
now.”
The s tr ike  was called in  defiance 

o f w ired .demands of government 
offic ia ls th a t i t  be called o ff. Secv

re ta ry  o f Navy K nox and Rear 
A dm ira l Land of the M aritim e  
Commission attem pted an unsuc­
cessful last-m inute in te rven tion.

GREEN FIN KS AGAIN
W illia m  Green, A F L  president, 

turned his s trikeb reak ing  efforts 
m om entarily  away from  the ClG 
to launch a s trikeb reak ing  blast 
a t the members o f his own organ­
iza tion here. John P. Frey, ch ie f 
of the A F L  Metal Trades Council, 
has jo ined in  the unholy chorus.

Continued solid p icket lines, 
id le  m achinery and smokeless 
chimneys in  the five closed yards 
here and in  the s ix  closed yards 
across the Bay in  Alameda tes tify  
to the contempt w ith  which the 
s trike rs  are trea tin g  the "o u tla w ”  
s tr ike  ye lp ing  of the labor skates.

The government officia ls, em­
ployers and A F L  tops who cooked 
up the coast-wide shipyard "m as­
te r con tract," w ith  w-bicli they are 
a ttem pting to "freeze”  wages and 
impose no-strike conditions on the 
shipyard workers, declare the 
s tr ike  is an “ u n la w fu l”  repudia­
tio n  of a contract.

The s trike rs  assert tha t th is 
agreement was signed in  v io la tion  
of th e ir  local autonomy and tha t 
they have never subscribed to it.
I t  does not exist as fa r  as they 
are concerned.

Sidney H illm a n  was the fa the r 
o f th is  "m aster con tract”  idea 
and had hopes of spreading it  
throughout the en tire  sh ipbu ild ­
in g  in du stry . The West Coast* arca' 
"m aster con tract”  was signed in 
Seattle A p r i l 23.

CIO BACKS STRIKE
In  contrast to the po licy of the 

A F L  chiefs, the CIO heads have 
not attempted to in te rfe re  w ith  
th e ir  s tr ik in g  members here. The 
Steel W orkers O rganizing Com­
m ittee  is backing the s trike . The 
bosses are unable to cla im  that- 
the “ m aster con trac t" applies to

AFL Strikers Are 
Following Example 
Of CIO Strike Gains

Undoubtedly inspired by the 
gains won during the recent 
CIO strikes, A FL workers in 
all sections of the country are 
beginning to strike despite 
William Green’s “no-strike” 
injunctions.

Among the numerous AFL  
walk-outs of the past week, 
excluding the San Francisco 
shipyards strike, were the fol­
lowing:

Building trades workers tie- 
up at the huge Army ordin­
ance depot construction proj­
ect at Gallup, New Mexico.

Shut-down of construction 
work on $35,000.000 govern­
ment ordinance plant by A FL  
carpenters in Ravenna, Ohio.

Halting of work in Boston 
on construction at the big 
Navy drydock.

2500 molders out from 40 
iron and brass foundries in 
Chicago and Fox River Valley.

Cleveland Welding Com­
pany, manufacturing submar­
ine and tank parts, ¿closed by 
machinists.

the CIO m achin ists because the 
CIO o ffic ia ls  were not in v ite d  in  
on the “ master contract”  deal.

S purring  on the shipyard s t r ik ­
ers to press fo r th e ir  demand? 
is the fact tha t some 2500 AFL 
m achin ists —  also m e m b e r s  
o f Local 68 —  won the rates and 
conditions w h ich  the present 
s tr ike rs  are asking, in  a recent 
successful three-weeks s tr ike  of 
the in land machine shops in  th is

The rales demanded by the 
shipyard men are therefore the 
p reva iling  rates in  th is  area.

As E. F. D illon , business agent 
fo r Local 68, expressed the w o rk ­
ers’ feelings: “ W hy should 1,200 
of our members w ork under a con­
tra c t th a t is less favorable to 
them than one we won by s trike  

action fo r  2,500 others“ .?.

No Self-Confidence In 
Nazi Tops, Rift Shows
But Hitler Still Rests On Masses' Fear Of Another Versailles;
A British Workers' Government Would Quickly Topple H ¡tier

At the height of the Nazi m ilitary victories, Rudolf Hess, H itler’s deputy as leader of the 
Nazi party, has fled Germany like a rat leaving a sinking ship.

Had Hess any faith in the durability of those victories, it  is incdnceivable that he would 
have fled. Designated as the second heir to the supreme rulership of Germany, what could Hess 
have fled from, except in fear of impending disaster? The idea that Hess’ flight was a trick of 
H itler’s is absurd on the face of it: what gain to  H itler from such a maneuver could compen­
sate for the major blow to morale caused by the news that Hess has fled to England?

Once Hess’ sanity is conceded— and Berlin appears to have abandoned its first attempts to 
label him insane— it must be assumed that he fled after a serious quarrel among the rulers of 
Germany and that the strife came over the question of making peace with Britain.

Berlin asserts that Hess wants peace with Brita in because he is certain that otherwise Britain 
w ill be destroyed. This "explanation”  would have us believe that 
this monster, guilty of countless murders, has suddenly become 
solicitous of the lives that would be lost in further warfare! The 
one probable element of truth in Berlin’s explanation is that 
Hess does want peace w ith Britain.

That can only mean that the situation in Germany and 
Europe is far more serious than has been generally believed.

The difficulties confronting the Nazis in the occupied coun­
tries are clear enough. Hitler, remembering the disastrous con­
sequences of the German attempt to rule Belgium, northern 
France and the Ukraine by naked bayonets in the last war, 
sought to find another way. He sought strong native collabora­
tors, capable of establishing “ independent" regimes.

But in Norway, Belgium, Holland, occupied France, H itler 
has failed and must rule directly and w ith  bayonets, as did the 
Kaiser. Surrounded by un iversa l 
h o s tility , German a rm y m orale 
collapsed in  1918 in  the occupied 
countries— th a t is the danger 
again today. And, no more than 
in  1917-18, can production in  
those countries be organized e f­
fe c tive ly  by armed force. N azi 
propaganda adds up the popula­
t io n  o f occupied Europe as i f  i t  
were counting  a llies instead o f 
enemies— bu t Hess knows better.

UNREST IN  GERMANY
Since Hess, “ the o r ig in a l N a z i,”  

looks upon other peoples as mere 
subjects, li is  dem ora liza tion prob­
ab ly means th a t w ith in  Germany 
too there is  extreme dissatisfac­
tion  among the masses. One can

scarcely exaggerate the s ig n ifi­
cance o f the fact th a t Hess fled 
a t the he ight o f the m il ita ry  v ic ­
tories. I f  the dissatisfaction and 
danger of rea l opposition in  Ger­
m any is already so apparent now, 
then we can imagine, w hat Hess 
expects when the Nazis ru n  in to  
th e ir  f irs t m il ita ry  defeats'

The B r it is h  au thorities  —  ap­
pa ren tly  expecting a new H itle r-  
S ta lin  pact — .appear desirous of 
spreading the s to ry  th a t Hess op­
posed fu ll German collaboration 
w ith  S ta lin . The B r it is h  story 
would have i t  th a t Hess is in  
“ p rinc ip le d ”  opposition to a lliance 

w ith  the Soviet Union. But i f

Akron Rubber Workers 
Set Five-Day Deadline
Goodrich Local Rejects Contract, Sends 
Negotiators Back For 10-Cent Raise

AKRON, Ohio, May 11 —  The 
CIO rubber w orkers here are pre­
paring  to go to town fo r h igher 
wages. The rubber corporations' 
huge w a r p ro fits , can stand a 
wage h ike and the w orkers w i l l  
get i t  —  or else.

A  special m eeting o f the 
Goodrich company Local No. 5, 
U nited Rubber W orkers (C IO), to ­
day voted down a proposed new 
contract, brought in  by the local's 
negotiations committee, w h ich of­
fered on ly  a three cent raise over 
the old contract and a reclassifi­
cation of the Bedaux tim e study 
on each job.

The members, bucking the dis­
pleasure of the union's In te rn a ­
tional President, Sherman Dal- 
rym ple, who was present a t the 
meeting, overw helm ing ly passed 
a m otion in s tru c tin g  the nego­
tia t in g  com m ittee to go back to 
(he bosses and demand a decent 
raise o f 10 cents an hour, the 
closed shop and a better reclassi­
fication o f lHo required produc­
tion  per hour.

SET STRIKE D EA D LIN E
T lie  w orkers pu t teeth in to  

th e ir demands by setting a fixed 
deadline fo r the bosses to come 
through on th e ir  demands. Th is  
was pu t a t 15 days by a firs t mo­
tion , bu t was la te r changed to 
five days, as the workers th in k  
th a t’s g iv in g  p len ty  of tim e  to

the bosses to make up tbe ir 
m inds.

A  fu rth e r m otion was passed 
g iv in g  the com m ittee power to 
ca ll a w a lk  out a fte r the deadline 
has been passed.

When this motion was intro­
duced, Dalyrymple made violent 
signs of displeasure from the 
platform. The local chairman, 
George Bass, noted this and 
said: “I suppose Brother Dal- 
rymple will over-rule me on 
this, but I ’m going to put this 
to a vote.”
Bass pu t i t  to a vote and the 

members gave the m otion fu ll 
support.

D alrym ple, in  his speech tr ied  
to th ro w  cold w a te r on the w o rk ­
ers’ m ilita n cy  by openly discour­
aging s tr ik e  action, te llin g  the 
w orkers th a t no th ing  was gained 
by s trikes  —  lie  apparently fo r­
got be was ta lk in g  to the men 
who established th e ir  un ion by 
the m agnificent rubber s trikes  of 
’37 —  and p ra c tica lly  in tim a ted  
to the w orkers th a t they should 
take the company's m iserable of­
fer.

He was given the coldest recep­
tio n  he has ever received . in  
Akron.

The Goodrich men are p rim in g  
themselves fo r  action and have 
fixed th e ir  eyes on the deadline 
five days from  today.

Hess had any fa ith  th a t the Nazis 
were m arch ing to v ic to ry , i t  is 
hard to believe th a t he would 
have been troubled by a new lin k  
w ith  the Soviet reginie. Nazi v ic ­
to ry , he knows, would be fo llow ­
ed by invasion of the Soviet 
Union.

The kernel of t ru th  in  th is  
s to ry  is ..probably th a t Hess be­
lieved an alliance w ith  S ta lin  
would no t solve any o f Germany’s 
problems and th a t he counterpos* 
ed to such an alliance the idea 
o f m ak ing  peace w ith  B r ita in .

The B r it is h  are also spreading 
the im p lica tion  tha t Hess believes 
B r ita in  w i l l  be v ic torious. That, 
however, does not fo llow  from  
Hess’ lack of fa ith  in  the fu tu re  
of the Nazis. He could scarcely 
hope to convince the B r it is h  to 
make peace a t. th is  moment, 
when H it le r  has the advantage, 
i t  he believed the B r it is h  would 
soon w in .

Much more likely is that 
Hess fears the consequences of 
further warfare, not only to 
the Nazis but also to the Brit­
ish rulers. With his political 
experience he knows that, if  the 
Nazi ruler is overturned in the 
coprse of the war, it  will be the 
workers and peasants of Eu­
rope who will come to the fore; 
that Britain’s subject peoples 
will also rise, taking advantage 
of Britain's difficulties; and 
that in a world in revolution­
ary flames Churchill will be as 
endangered as Hitler.

Hess, then, may be pleading 
for peace, not only for the sake 
of Germany’s rulers, but on the 
basis that the ruling class of 
the two countries must unite 
against the common enemy: re­
volution.
W hatever Hess' own m o tiva tion  

may be — and i t  may be long 
before wo rea lly  know w hat he 
actua lly  thought —  his act has 
dealt the Nazi w a r machine a 
deadly blow.

As deep as the gloom in  the 
Japanese press a t the news of 
th is  blow to its  a lly  is, o f course, 
the jo y  in  W ashington and B r i­
ta in . The “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria l­
ists consider th is  th e ir  v ic to ry  and 
i t  is tru e  th a t i t  bolsters them 
in  th e ir  co n flic t w ith  the to ta li­
ta r ia n  im peria lis ts .

But, in reality, this demoral­
ization and flight of the No. 3 
Nazi is a harbinger of OUR  
victory, the victory of the re­
volutionary fighters against 
fascism and against imperial­
ism whether “democratic” or 
fascist.

OUR PROGRAM CONFIRM ED
Yes, i t  po in ts the way to our 

v ic to ry . Everyw here in  the w orld  
—  and inside Germany —  Hess’ 
act has illu m in e d  the essential 
in s ta b ility  o f the Nazi regime.

How foo lish  appear those “ de­
mocrats”  who had such awe fo r 
Nazism th a t they thought its  m i­
l i ta ry  exp lo its -were guaranteeing 
i t  permanonqe!

How absurd are those “ democ-
(Continued from Page 4)

HESS FLIGHT SHOWS NAZI RULE SHAKY



T H E  M I L I T A N T MAY 17, 1941'2 —

Strike Headquarters— Army Style

W rite  to us— tell us what’s going on in  your part of the 
labor movement— what are the workers th inking aboutf— tell 
us what the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops—  
and the Stalinists—send t{s that story the capitalist press didn’t 
Print and that story they buried or distorted— our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Lot 1er Gives Effects 

Of War On Ireland 

Despite Its “Peace”

E d ito r :
Readers o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  

w i l l  undoubtedly be in terested in  
the conditions con fron ting  the 
Ir is h  people, as revealed in  tin: 
fo llow ing  excerpts from  a le tte r 
I  just repeived from  D ublin . Tech­
n ic a lly  Ire land  is not in  the w ar: 
but these conditions show w iiat 
the w a r is doing to Ire land  — 
and th is  is ju s t the beginning.

B.C.
H: * *

(E xce rp ts )
The almost complete lack o f pe­

t ro l complicates m oving. I've  got 
to move m y th ings on ly about 15 
m iles, but i t  is almost impbssible 
to h ire  a lo r ry  w ith  enough pe­
t ro l to go th a t distance. There are 
no p riva te  cars allowed petro l ex­
cept fo r  doctors and priests, and 
even the com m ercial lo rr ie s  aré 
very short. Most of the haulage 
is  now done by horses. In  fact 
every horse in  Ire land  that is fit 
to w o rk  and qu ite  a few tha t are 
no t are now to be seen in  the 
streets.

Most o f the lo rries  th a t are s t i l l  
run n ing  are fitted w ith  producer 
gas plants, more o r less hastily  
rigged up, to b u rn , I r is h  an th ra ­
c ite  coal, or else have gas bags 
on top and are run n ing  on town 
gas.

T h is  and the general shortage 
o f eve ry th ing has had a ve ry  bad 
effect on industry . There is a very 
great deal of unemployment.

In  m y new house there is no 
way of lig h t in g  except by o il 
lamps, as in  m any parts o f Tie- 
land, and i t ’s fo rtuna te  tha t the 
summer is coming, because lamp 
o il is almost impossible to get. 
A no ther d iff ic u lty  is fuel. I t 's  not 
on ly  expensive, but often unob­
tainable.

Many seeds are also d iff ic u lt to 
get. One m ust ju s t sow anyth ing  
obtainable and hope fo r the best. 
Feeding s tu ffs  fo r m y hens and' 
o ther livestock are so expensive 
as to be impossible. And on top 
o f eve ry th ing else, inc lud ing  a 
ve ry  bad sow ing season which 
may have disastrous effects upon 
the crops, we have a s tands till 
o rder fo r  ca ttle  ow ing to the fool 
and m outh disease.

I  cannot, fo r  example,, get, a 
pe rm it to take m y m ilch  goats 
from  my old fa rm  to my new one. 
The disease is te rr ib ly  in fectious 
and no movements of cloven hoof­
ed an im als is allowed at a ll, ex­
cept under pe rm it fo r immediate- 
slaughter. I t  is forbidden to wa lk

across any field even to do busi­
ness. fo r l’ear of ca rry in g  away 
the germs on one’s boots. Even 
dogs must be kept on a chain to 
geep them out of the fields. The 
transport of s traw  and m anure in 
D ub lin  is forbidden. These pre­
cautions are absolutely necessary, 
but can you im agine the effeçts 
upon ag ricu ltu re?
Dublin, M arch 27, 1911

Collective dfctioif By 
Soldiers Gets Them 
Results dt Tilden

E D IT O R :
You m ig h t be in terested to  

hear o f an inc iden t th a t hap­
pened in  the tra in in g  camp here 
a t F o r t T ilden.

Regu lation ins tructions are 
th a t we can’t  p e titio n  Congress 
on any grievances bu t we m ust 
take any grievance up on ly  w ith  
ou r im m ediate superio r officers.

Some o f the boys d idn ’t  lik e  the 
fa c t th a t we were pe rm itted  pass­
es to  leave camp on ly  on week­
ends, as we have m ost evenings 
free and no t much to  keep us oc­
cupied then.

They s ta rted  to  c ircu la te  a 
p e titio n  to  ge t passes to leave 
camp a t any tim e  we are o f f  duty, 
w h ich  is usua lly  by 4:30 P.M . ex­
cept fo r  occasional m in o r duties 
a fte rw a rd . F rom  then u n t il 11:30 
P.M., which is tu rp - ip , we are o f f  
du ty.

Those who were c ircu la tin g  the 
pe tition  were warned by the 
sergeant to  stop, because he said 
i t  was a co u rt-m a rtia l offense 
to c ircu la te  a p e titio n  in the 
arm y. T h a t p u t the squelch on 
the pe titio n  campaign.

Nevertheless, the pe titio n  act­
iv i ty  m us t have p u t the officers 
wise to how the men were fe e l­
ing . A nd to our g re a t sa tis fac tion  
we have received passes now 
-which p e rm it us to leave camp 
whenever we are o f f  du ty.

A  D R A F T E E  
F o rt T ilden. F a r Rockaway, N .Y.

In Los Angeles
Buy the

M I L I T A N T
at

Lazerus Candy Store 2109 
B rook lyn  Ave.

Book S tore E. 1st St. &  
Rowan Ave.

Sam S m ith ’s Newsstand 5th 
&  M ain St.

Evicted from  th e ir  headquarters by a landlo rd who showed a sudden bias against m ilita n t 
unionism , these undaunted s tr ik e rs  from  the J. S aker M fg . Co. in Quepns, New Y ork  C ity , pitched 
th is  ten t on a nearby vacant lo t and set up s tr i ke heacjcjuarters. The 350 s trike rs , members o f 
the U n ited E lectrica l, Radio and M achine W o rk e rs  (C IO ). have been ho ld ing th e ir  picket line  
fo r  over five weeks in a f ig h t fo r  h igher wages and. be tte r w o rk ing  conditions.

Bronx Slave Market Is 
Merely Moved Indoors
Evçn LaGuardia Has To Admit, At Qpçpi.ng Çfremony, That He 
Has Just Put A Roof Over It; A Union Of Pomçstiçs Nee ded

By M U R R A Y  F IE L D
The New York C ity Committee on Street Corner Markets, 

composed of Federal, State, civic, and social agencies, opened a 
"h iring hall'’ on May 2 at 1029 Simpson St. just o ff Westchester 
Avenue, in one of the many.Bronx neighborhoods where side­
walk hiring of domestic workers has been going on.

The Simpson Street Day Work Office, which is the first of 
two projected "h iring halls,”  w ill be open Monday through F ri­
day, 7:30 A.M. to 4 P.M., and on Saturday from 7:30 A.M. lo 
11 A.M. A second office w ill soon be opened in the West Bronx.

The day prior to the opening of the Simpson Street Office, 
M ayor LaG uard ia  and o ther c ity
o ffic ia ls  spoke to  a crowd o f one 
thousand people assembled in  the 
area.

M ayor LaG urd ia  said: “ N o th­
in g  to date has rea lly  been solved 
on th is  question o f the domestics 
here, i f  we are to be perfectly 
fra n k .”  • .

M iss Cora Cook, Chairm an on 
the Committee on Street Corner 
M arkets p la in ly  state the lim ita ­
tions of the step:

“ The p rim a ry  purpose of the o f­
fice w il l  be to give housewives and 
day workers com fortable quarters, 
o ff the streets, protected from  in ­
clem ent weather, w ith  adequate 
seating and other fac ilit ie s , in  
w h ich  they can meet in fo rm a lly  
to make th e ir  own h ir in g  arrange­
ments, ju s t as they have on the 
streets in  the past. We w il l  not 
supervise these arrangem ents or 
in te rfe re  w ith  them in  any way.

“ The office w i l l  be operated by 
a s ta ff of two hostesses. W orkers 
w i l l  not be registered, no re fe r­
ences w ill be required, and there 
w i l l  be no record keeping.”

F o r years certa in  areas in  the 
B ronx have been known as “ slave 
m arkets.”  Negro women, in  the 
m ain residents o f Harlem , would 
congregate on the street corners 
in search of domestic work. In

wow!!!
Park your inhibitions! Pick your partners!

Let yourself go! 
to the

COSTUME BALE
Dancing

( t il l you drop)

Refreshments
(as you like them)

Remember the good time you had New' Year's Eve? The SPRING COSTUME 
BALL w ill be whoopier and giddier. Ideas for costumes:— A pair of labor skates 
or: an OPM fig-leaf (see Hillman for a union label).

ADDED ATTR A C TIO N :
"Swivel Puss Swifty”  w ill be unleashed on the dance floor for the delectation of 

the customers. Hang on to your vest buttons, lolks! lie ’s a riot ol laughs.

S A TU R D A Y , M A Y  17th
Irving Plaza

Irving Place & 15th Street, New York C ity

Subscription: In costume 55c — without 66c

a ll k inds of weather, these w o rk­
ers appeared on the street corn­
ers, ready to sell th e ir  labor fo r 
a day’s wage.

T lie  New' Y ork World-Telegram. 
in  repo rting  the decision of the 
Committee to open “ h ir in g  ba lls ,’: 
w rote:

“ F o r years close-fisted bouse; 
w ives have made a practice of 
barga in ing and ch ise ling  domestic 
workers in to  do ing t l ie ir  chores 
fo r  slave wages. In  ra in , snow, 
and b lis te rin g  sun the workers 
have stood in  the streets and w a it­
ed an o ffe r from  th e ir  economic 
masters.”

H ID IN G  T I IE  SORE
The opening of "h ir in g  ha lls”  

is not an attem pt by the c ity  to 
bette r them  o ff t lie  streets. The 
same ba rte rin g  w il l  continue as 
before. Now i t  w i l l  be done in ­
doors, in  an attem pt to hide th is  
economic sore from  public eyes.

B u t tlie  Committee on Street 
Corner M arkets has not even suc­
ceeded in  tb !~ rrbe Simpson 
Street “ h ir in g  h a ll”  was 'o rm e rly  
a one-room store. I t  is situated 
in  an area o f heavy tra ffic , and 
there are posters in  the w indows 
of stores in the neighborhood, ad­
ve rtis in g  the “ h ir in g  h a ll.”  The 
sm all room is w ide open to public 
view. The Negro domestic w ork­
ers have a shelter, hut on ly a 
shelter from  the weather, not 
from  the economic necessities of 
a bankrupt social system. T im  c ity  
has done no th ing  to remove the 
real ev il of unemployment and 
J im  Crowism.

HO W  IT  “ W O R K S ”
The f irs t day th a t - '"op op­

ened fo r business. I '  ta lked there 
to one of the donv-sttc workers, 
an e lderly  Negro woman.

"There w i l l  he o lenty o’- come­
backs,”  she said “ The ladies w ill 
te ll the office 35 cents or 40 
centis. and tne-i when you get 
there, and ju s t before you s ta rt to 
w ork, they w i l l  te ll you 30 cents 
o r 25 cents and there you are.”

A  boy came in to  the "h ir in g  
h a l l ; ”  his m other had sent him  
fo r a w orker. I t  was a cleaning 
and washing job. The w o rke r’s 
price was $2.75 fo r the job. The. 
boy went home, came back, and 
said th a t h is m other said tlia*, 
the price was too much. The Ne­
gro woman was firm  and refused 
to low er the wage she wanted. The 
boy le ft —  and a few m inutes la ­
te r ho ’— "  out on the street-corn­
er, ba rga in ing w ith  two Negro 
women. One o f them le ft w ith  him  
to fake the job

The Negro workers are being 
brought together in to  a “ h ir in g  
h a ll,”  in  order to hide an ex is ting 
evil, not to cure and remove it.

I t  w ill be the w orkers them ­
selves who w ill remove the evil, 
by band ing together in to  a 
union o f w orkers who wi)J ba r­
ga in co llective ly  and w in  h igh ­
er wages and be tte r w o rk in g

conditions. The w orkers them ­
selves w ill find the so lu tion  to 
the problem in  organ iza tion . A  
union o f domestic workers, 
united, and firm  in  its  demands 
fo r  h igher wages and better 
w o rk ing  conditions, can get 
w hat i t  wants.

TROTSKYISTS IN 
L  A. NAIL A 
STALINIST LIE

LOS A N G E LE S , C a l i f— The 
People's W orld , W est Coast o r­
gan o-f the  Com m unist P arty , 
stated on M ay 7, 1941 th a t Tom ­
m y Laurence, w  h o testified 
aga inst H a rry  Bridges in  the p re­
sent deporta tion  case, is a “ Los 
Angeles T ro tsky  ite .”  The Los 
Angeles Section o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty , labe lling  th is  a 
cow ard ly slander, typ ica l o f the 
Moscow fram e-up tr ia ls , has re ­
quested th a t the labor movement 
o f Los Angeles set up a non­
partisan , unbiased com m ittee to 
investigate the charges o f the 
People’s W orld . The S.W.P. ad­
dressed its e lf  p a rtic u la r ly  to  the 
C u t t e r s '  Local 84 o f the
I.L .G .W .U ., o f which Laurence is 
a member, to set up such a com­
m ittee.

The Los Angeles T ro tsky is ts  
declared, in a w ide ly -d is tribu ted  
le a fle t:

“ In  the name o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  we state th a t 
Tom m y Laurence is not, never 
\vas and never w i l l  be a member 
o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
(T ro ts k y is t)  o r any “ T ro ts k y ite ”  
o rgan iza tion  . . .  T h is  is an un­
p rinc ip led  a ttem p t to d iscred it 
the T ro ts k y is t movem ent o f Los 
Angeles by connecting i t  w ith  
th is  governm ent stool-pigeon.

The “ Com m unist P a rty  finds i t  
much easier to f ig h t us by using 
such lies, slanders and fram e-ups 
than to f ig h t on the basis o f 
p rinc ip le  and program . I t  is not 
su rp ris in g  th a t the S ta lin is t 
School o f F a ls ifica tion , w ith  these 
methods, has graduated such a 
mass o f renegades as Laurence, 
Leech, H onig , G itlow , etc. Gov­
ernm ent pressure has caused tlie  
ra ts  to  coine out o f the C.P. like  
m aggots out o f a ro tte n  cheese.”  

O UR S T A N D  ON BRIDG ES 
‘  “ The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
repeats its  position  on the 
Bridges deporta tion case,”  the 
le a fle t stated.

“ We are opposed to the a t­
tem pt to  deport B ridges be­
cause th is  a ttem pt is ip  re a lity  
an a ttack  on the labor move­
ment. We haye o ften  been in  
opposition to the Bridges’ trade 
union po licy. We believe th a t 
th is  policy is in ju rio u s  to labor. 
B ut these are d ifferences 
W IT H IN  the labor movement. 
A ga in s t the an ti-labo r, red­
ba itin g  attacks o f the bosses 
and th e ir  courts, we w il l  defend 
any labor leader whether or not 
we agree w ith  his ideas and 
policies. (T h is  is the un ited 
f ro n t which the S ta lin is ts  a l­
ways preach, b u t never prac­
t ic e .)”

N E W  YORK C ITY . May 13 — 
The “ w ar lo r  democracy”  Social 
Democrats who run  the Rand 
School have a sim ple answer to 
the T ro tsky is t figh t against the 
war. John L . A fros, executive d i­
rector of the Rand School, located 
at 7 East 15th Street, last n igh t 
called the cops.

In  fro n t of tl)e I(and. Scho.pl, 
Ray Je ffrey, M IL IT A N T  sales­
man, was showing tlie  paper to 
members of Local 874 of tlie  
Pointers Union.

A fros ordered Jeffrey to "beat 
i t . "

Je ffrey  replied that he had a 
r ig h t  to sell p o litica l lite ra tu re  
on the streets oi New Y ork, and 
tha t he intended to continue dis- i 
t r ib u tip g  lite ra tu re  u n t il t lie  last 
vestige of democracy was taken 
away by Roosevelt’s w ar d ic ta­
torship.

A fros  attem pted to tear the 
bundle of papers out of Jeffrey 's 
hands. P art of the bundle fe ll onX
the pavement. Je ffrey Ricked them 
up and continued d is tr ibu ting .

The pa in te rs who watclied, 
A fros make the attack asked 
loudly, “ W hat is th is  —  H itle r? ;.

Unable to d rive  THE. A |IL I- 
T A N T  salesman away, A fros, ca ll­
ed the cops and charged. Jeffrey 
w ith  d isorderly  conduct and as: 
sault. The cops obliged t l ie ir  So­
c ia l Dem ocratic pal by hau ling  
Jeffrey to the n ig h t cou rt where 
he was released on $50 bail.

GM WORKERS 
ARE READY

(Continued from  page 1)
D e tro it, F lin t,  Cleveland, Lansing- 
Pontiac and elsewhere, ham m er­
ed at the In te rn a tio n a l offices 
constantly  d u rin g  the last two 
weeks. Local un ion a fte r local un­
ion demanded the se tting  of a 
S trike date.

Moreover, not on ly wrns tlie  de ­
mand made to qu it s ta lling , but 
to hold fast to t lie  o rig in a l de­
mands of the un ion as outlined in 
the proposed contract draw n up 
at the February delegated GM 
conference.

There is no doubt tha t, should 
the s tr ik e  break, the m ilita n t 
p icket lines would revive the de­
mands lost in  the shu ffle  of me­
d ia tio n : the shop steward system, 
the ten cent wage increase, the 
un ion shop, the 60 day sen io rity  
clause, the $25 weekly pay fo r 
draftees . . .  a ll these w ill doubt­
less adorn the placards on the 
p icket lines.

In  the m ain centers of GM, pro­
duction has not yet been seriously 
cu rta iled . There are s t i l l  p le n ty  

of orders, and much production 
on the books. The union can and 
m ust w in  the s trike .

Some o f the locals in  the ou t­
ly in g  centers have been discour­
aged by the long drawn out nego­
tia tions , and feel th a t a s tr ike  
would be made w ith  d iff ic u lty . 
A lthough  now is not the best tim e 
of year, nevertheless workers in 
the "D e tro it and F lin t  and Cleve­
land centers know they have the 
company in  a hopeless position. 
M ilita n ts  m ust not lose sigh t of 
the fac t tha t every day the com­
pany is shu t down i t  costs them 
m illio ns .

As fa r as w ar orders are con­
cerned, R euther’s stated po licy of 
not s tr ik in g  the 5% of production 
devoted to “ defense”  m ateria ls, 
w i l l  prove to be un rea lis tic  du r­
in g  the s tr ik e  —  i f  fo r no other 
reason than th a t the company w ill 
shut down the w a r w o rk  in  order 
to b rin g  greater pressure to bear 
on the union. R euther’s program 
is im practica l. More than that 
however, i t  has aroused tlie  op­
position o f many local unions who 
see in  th is  po licy a step by which 
the un ion in  advance sets a pre­
cedent in  g iv in g  up the r ig h t to 
s tr ik e  on w ar orders.

The CIO na tion a lly  has a ffirm ­
ed both in  word and action the 
r ig h t  to s tr ik e  fo r decent condi­
tions on governm ent orders. The 
GM workers w i l l  not a llow  a 
weak-hearted leadership as re­
presented by Reuthei; and Tho­
mas, to give away th is  r ig h t.

Should the GM corpora tion re­
fuse to accede to the un ion de­
mands by 7 a. m. Thursday, and 
ask fo r a showdown, they w i l l  get; 
w hat they ask for. The GM w o rk ­
ers, inspired by the m ig h ty  v ic ­
tories of th e 'F o rd  workers, the 
Bethlehem workers, and wave of 
v ic torious s trikes generally, w ill 
show once again th a t they are 
an in v inc ib le  union arm y. They 
proved i t  once in  1937. In  1941 
they w i l l  prove i t  once again.

“ M Y  D A Y ” —
BOLSHEVIK STYLE

(The fo llo w in g  excerpt comes 
from  a le tte r sent us by one of 
our women comrades. She travels 
ten m iles back and fo rth  each 
week between her lifim e and a 
large indus tria l. p lan t wl)ere, du r­
ing  a regent s trike , she and a 
few other devoted su ijfio rte rs of 
the M IL IT A N T  spent mapy houvs 
disposing of copies of the paper 
to the s trike rs . A fte r  an enforced 
lapse of two weeks, she returned 
to the p lan t gates w ith  her 
bundle o f M ILITANTS and then 
w ent her regu lar rounds of the 
streets su rround ing  the fa c to ry .)

The other day I t,ook t lie  Ford 
issue and the cu rre n t issue to tlie  
steel p lan t. As I was ge tting  out 
qf the car a fe llow  who has bought 
h is M IL IT A N T  from  Uie several 
times came up and spoke to me. 
I asked h im  w hat he thought of 
the paper and he said i t  \yas very 
good: as a m a tte r of fact he ask­
ed fo r au extra  copy .for spine 
of h is shopmates. A peppy start 
fo r a swell day!

I  went down the strept to a 
Spanish Club, fo rp ie rly  S ta lin is t- 
dom inated, where I  have often 
been verba lly  attacked most v i­
ciously; bu t there had been one 
who ahya.vs brought from  me, so 
I  \\e n t in . The fo rm er customer 
who always b rough t fro m  me, 
was no t to be found, Wgs I  
scared! B u t de fin ite ly ! There 
was no tu rn in g  back, however, 
so I  went up to the table where 
tlie  men were p lay ing  cards — 
and were m y knees knocking! I 
asked fo r the person I was look­
ing  fo r and then one of the others 
recognized me — and wgg nice to 
me! Bpgght a paper an il said lie 
would be look ing  fo r  i t  every 
week. I  disposed of several copies 
of the Ford issue and le ft, wpnd- 
e ring  i f  I  was dreaming, fo r th is  
fe llpw  who firs t bought the pa­

per had at one tim e attacked me 
qu ite fu rio us ly .

Then I w ffn t on to a “ coffee 
house”  called the In te rn a tion a l 
Cafe where I  knew tlie  people to 
be very cautious and completely 
under S ta lin is t in fluence. I used 
prev iously  to get a very d is tant 
reception, po lite  enough but cool, 
as much as to say, “ W hat’s th is  
woman doing here? We have noth­
ing  ip  cpmmop w it l i  the likes of 
her, she’s a T ro tsky is t.”  To my 
surprise I  was well received and 
they were glad to see the paper.

1 have ju s t come back from  tlie  
sub-sta tion where I  m ailed ou t pa­
pers to ten o r twelve people. T ha t 
is how we use up the l i t t le  profit, 
we make on our sa les.! usu a lly  
c a rry  these customers fo r  a week 
o r tw o  (you know, like  you c a rry  
nip fo r  a m onth o r so) ' bu t at 
last I  am glad to be able to re­
po rt that. I have very l i t t le  mo­
ney ou tstanding ; in fact, at. the 
moment of w r it in g  I believe there 
ip but a dime s t i l l  due. N ° t  bad, 
says I,  when you consider tha t 
fo r  a tim e  1 had between 2 and 
3 do lla rs due ln e f

T H E  SERIO USNE SS 
OF SU B S C R IP TIO N S

This week three c ities  seriously 
considered the business of apply­
ing  themselves to the job of se­
cu rin g  subscrip tions to our press. 
In  each of the com m unications 
we received on the subject, they 
assured us th a t the m on th ly  quota 
was to be fo r absolutely new sub­
scrip tions e ither to T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  or io  the FOURTH IN T E R ­
N A T IO N A L ; renewals of exp ira­
tions were to come through as a 
m atter o f course.

St. Paul promises a m in im um  
o f ten subscrip tions a m qnth ; 
Youngstown, five; San Francisco, 
five. Who else?

T lie  sub-consciousness generated 
in  the recent campaign seems to 
have le ft a good hangover.

BUILD YOUR
MARXIST LIBRARY

N O W !

SPRING CLEARANCE OFFERS

To clear our shelves for new pamphlets, 
we offer the the following combinations:

List Price
WORLD REVOLUTION— 1917-1936

By C. L. R. James........... (429 pages) S3.50

RUSSIA TWENTY YEAR AFTER
By Victor Serge ...........  (29b pages) 2.50

Total list $6.00

NpW YQU CAN HAVE BQTH 
FOfc ONLY $2.00!

W? qJ*o, offfr the following 
combinqtiqps:

RUSSIA TWENTY YEARS AFTER
By Victor S erge ................ . . . ............. $2.50

<

REVOLUTION AND COUNTER­
REVOLUTION IN SPAIN

Felix M orrow ................  (202? pages) 1.00

Total list $3.50

SPECIAL PRICE— $1.25

WORLD REVOLUTION, 1917-1936
By Ç. L. R. Janies.................................. $3.50

FROM LENIN TO STALIN
By Victor Serge ............ (112 pages) .50

Total, list $4.00

SPECIAL PRICE—$1.50

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

116 University Place New York City

Rand School
“Socialists” 
Call The Cops
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Marine Engineers’ Official Gives 
Proof Of Curran’s Strikebreaking
Trainer, N.Y. MEBA Head Tells M IL ITA N T
Reporter Full Fact’s of Export Line Strike

By A R T  PREIS
Joseph Curran, president of the National Maritime Union 

(CIO), is guilty of attempting to break a bona-fide strike of the 
CIO Marine Engineers now striking the ships of the American 
Export Lines at the Jersey C ity docks.

Indisputable proof of this was presented to T H E  M IL I­
T A N T  in an interview, last Monday afternoon, with Edward P. 
Trainer, secretary and business agent of Local 33, Marine En­
gineers' Beneficial Association (CIO) which is conducting ihe 
strike.

Trainer not only proved that Curran is attempting to break 
a legitimate strike, but had documentary evidence which estab­
lished beyond any doubt th a t C u r­
ran  lied to  the members o f the 
N M U  in  o rder to  ge t them  to  
c a rry  ou t C u rran ’s s trikeb rea k ­
in g  moves.

On M ay 1, C urran  ordered 
members o f the N M U  to  cross 
the p icke t line  o f  the M E B A  and 
m an the S. S. Siboney, an Am e­
r ica n  E x p o rt L ine  ship, w h ich 
the  m arine engineers had s truck  
on itsf a rr iv a l a t the Jersey C ity  
dock on A p r i l 26.

The Siboney had been tra n s ­
fe rre d  recen tly  fro m  the  W ard 
L ine , w ith  which the M E B A  has 
a contract, to the A m erican E x ­
p o rt L ine  w h ich  has a company 
union fo r  licensed men. When i t  
took  over the  Siboney, the E x p o rt 
L ine  tr ie d  to  force, the sh ip ’s 
M E B A  s ta f f  in to  the company 
union.

T h is  was the p r in c ip a l cause o f 
the s trike , w h ich  then spread to 
tw o  o ther E x p o rt L ine  ships as 
the  engineers on them , m ostly  
M E B A  men, jo ined the s tr ike .

C U R R A N  C H A N G E S  A L IB I
“ C u rran  has given tw o  d if fe r ­

en t excuses, both o f w h ich can’t  
be true , fo r  v io la t in g  ou r p icket 
line .”  said T ra in e r.

“ L a s t week C u rran  issued a 
sta tem ent published in  the  N M U  
paper. The P ilo t, th a t the  eng in­
eers couldn’t  m a in ta in  a p icke t 
line, th a t they  were a fra id  to  i 
p icke t because o f fe a r o f com­
pany d isc rim ina tion .

“ B u t the week before tha t, 
•Curran adm itted w e 'w ere  m a in - i 
ta in in g  a p icke t line  when he 
gave as h is excuse fo r  v io la t­
in g  our p icke t line  th a t we were 
pay ing  the pickets.
“ I  asked Curran, ‘W h a t should 

we do? L e t them  s ta rve ? ’ Sure 
we paid the  pickets, $7 a day. 
T h a t’s w h a t we have a s tr ik e  
fund fo r.

“ The t ru th  is th a t  n o t a s ingle 
engineer who w alked o f f  those 
th ree ships has re turned to  w ork.

“ The com pany b ro ug h t on 
s trikeb reakers  and when the 
N M U  unlicensed men w ent on 
board the Siboney th e y  v io la ted 
a le g itim a te  un ion p icke t line  in  
o rd e r to  w o rk  w ith  s trikeb rea k ­
ers.”

C U R R A N  S L IE S  N A IL E D  
W h a t about C u rran ’s c la im  

th a t the company union was no t 
the issue, and th a t the fig h t was 
over the  question o f the w a r bon­
uses, and th a t the  bonus issue 
could be settled w ith o u t a s tr ike ?
I  asked T ra ine r.

“ The issue is company un ion­
ism  and no th ing  else,”  he ans­
wered. “ Sure we asked fo r  im ­
proved conditions, inc lud ing  
w a r bonuses, b u t these are not 
the m ain issues. The m ain th in g  
is  how can we ge t an y th in g  
u n t il the company agrees to  
discontinue the company union 
and recognize us. Even C urran 
has to  adm it th a t w e re  f ig h t ­
in g  a company union set-up.”  

B ut, I  said, C u rran  cla im s in  
The P ilo t th a t the com pany union 
has won an election and has been 
certified  by the N L R B .

T ra in e r b ro ug h t ou t a M ay 9 
issue o f the P ilo t  and together 
we read a pa rag raph in  i t ,  fro m  
a sta tem ent o f the N M U  N a tio n ­
al Office, w h ich  said:

“ There is a com pany un ion o r ­
gan iza tion  among the officers o f 
the E x p o rt L ine  w h ich  has been 
certified  by the N a tion a l Labor 
Relations Board, as an indepen­
dent union. Because o f th is , the 
company claim ed th a t before 
they could sign another contract, 
i t  would be necessary to  hold 
another e lection.”

W ell, w h a t about i t?  I  asked. 
W ith  a broad g rin , T ra in e r 

handed me a le tte r  from  the 
N LR B , a copy o f which he gave 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  fo r  publica­
tion . T h is  le tte r  is  dated M ay 
9, 1941, and is signed by E lin - 
ore M . H e rrick , Regional D i­
rector, Second Region, N LR B . 
The le tte r  is  addressed to  
Trainer and reads:

“This w ill acknowledge your

le te r o f M ay 5th in  which you 
inqu ire  as to  the date the N a ­
tio n a l Labor Re lations Board 
designated the  Brotherhood o f 
M arine  O fficers as the  ba rga in ­
in g  agent fo r  the m arine  en­
gineers employed by the above 
company (E x p o rt S team ship 
Corp.)

“ W e have "no record o f any 
proceeding under Section 9 (c ) 
o f the act in vo lv in g  t h e  
B rotherhood o f M arine  O ffic ­
ers. The on ly m a tte r a ffe c tin g  
th is  union, o f w h ich we have a 
record, is  an 8 (2 ) charge filed 
by you on F ebrua ry  4, 1939 
which was dismissed on Sep­
tem ber 9, 1939, the  d ism issal 
be ing sustained by the  Board 
on Novem ber 4th, 1939.”  
T ra in e r said: “ So you see, 

the re ’s never been any election 
held, so the N L R B  could never 
have certified  the  com pany union. 
T h is  le tte r  proves th a t C urran 's  
excuses fo r  v io la t in g  ou r p icke t 
line  are absolute ly phoney!"

E N G IN E E R S  H E L P E D  N M U
T ra in e r then to ld  the  s to ry  o f 

how the  M E B A  had helped to  
found  the N M U .

“ O ur un ion is one o f the oldest 
in  the coun try . A nd  we’ve always 
been a m il ita n t  o u tfit. W e’ve con­
ducted more s trikes than  any 
o ther m a ritim e  union in  1he 
country.

“ In  1936 we began to  make rea l 
headway. R ig h t now we have 
overffiO^ contracts. A nd  w h ile  our 
ju r is d ic tio n — licensed men— does 
not cover m ore than e igh t men 
on any ship, ou r m em bership is 
m ore than h a lf  as la rge as the 
N M U ’s. And they have anywhere 
fro m  .40 to  400 unlicensed men to 
organize on a ship.

“ O ur men w ent ou t in  the F a ll 
o f ’36 on the W est Coast along 
w ith  the W est Coast sailors. We 
began to p icke t the W est Coast 
vessels when they  a rrived  on the 
E as t Coast. W hen we w e n t to  the 
o 1 d— n o w  dead— In te rn a tio n a l 
Seamen’s U n ion and to ld  them  we 
were se ttin g  up p icke t lines on 
the in te r-coasta l vessels from  the 
W est Coast, Grange, p u n te r  and 
th e ir  o ther o ffic ia ls  said they 
were go ing  to  crash the  p icket 
lines and th a t they were ou t to 
smash the W est Coast SailoTs 
and H a rry  B ridges ’ union. 

“ T h a t’s when we g o t to ­
gether fo r  the f irs t  tim e  w ith  
C urran. I t  was over the  ques­
tion  o f the  IS U  a tte m p t to  
break a p icke t line  th a t we g o t 
toge ther. C u rran  was rep re ­
sen ting  the unlicensed men. 
They d idn ’ t  even have a regu­
la r  union a ffilia tio n . W e’d never 
heard o f C u rran  before, never 
m et h im .

“ W ell, we w e n t o u t on s tr ik e  
five days before T hanksg iv ing  
Day, 1936. The engineers came 
ou t solid. Few  o f C u rra n ’s men 
came o ff.  B u t we gave the  un­
licensed men, w ho were t r y in g  to  
g e t th e ir  un ion started , 100 per 
cent backing.

F IR S T  E X P O R T  L IN E  F IG H T  
“ A nd now,”  said T ra in e r 

g r im ly , “ We come to  the s to ry  
o f the E x p o rt L ine  f ig h t— the 
s to ry  th a t begins no t in  1941, 
as the P IL O T  seems to  in d i­
cate, bu t back in  1936.

“ F ive  days a fte r  we pulled 
ou t on s trike , on T hanksg iv ing  
Day 1936, the E x p o rt L ine  o f- 

, fered the M E B A  a closed shop 
con trac t and a 15 per cent 
wage increase i f  we’d s ign 
w ith o u t C urran. W e f la t ly  re ­
fused to  s ign  unless the com­
pany also signed w ith  C u rran ’s 
o rgan iza tion .

“ As a re s u lt o f  th is , we fin a lly  
lo s t ou t on the E x p o rt Line, be­
cause C u rran ’s o rgan iza tion  then 
couldn’ t  enforce its  s tr ik e  aga inst 
the E x p o rt L ine. B u t we did s tick  
i t  ou t toge ther w ith  C urran  and 
won five jo in t  contracts on o ther 
lines.

“ We stood by the unlicensed 
men even when they couldn’t  real-

After The Victory

These m iners go t one d o lla r m ore fo r  th is  da y ’s w o rk  than  fo r  any o the r previous day’s w ork  
in  th e ir  h is to ry . They are members o f the U n ite d  M ine W orkers (C IO ) shown leaving the p its  
a t the M on tour coal m ine in  L ib ra ry , Pa., a f te r  th  e ir  f ir s t  day on the job  under the new con tract 
won by the recent 28-day s o ft  coal s trike .

ly  be called a union. The com­
panies held ou t tw o days in  those 
negotia tions on th is  account. A l l  
the unlicensed men could ca ll 
themselves was the ‘S tr ik e  S tra t­
egy Com m ittee.’ I t  took the  la w ­
yers a couple o f hours to decide 
w h a t to  ca ll them  in  the contract. 
A nd they f in a lly  called them  the 
‘S tr ike  S tra teg y  Com m ittee.’ 
T h a t was the em bryo N M U .

“ W ell, when we lo s t the s tr ik e  
on the E x p o rt L ines in  ’36-’37, 
the strikeb reakers  took the  places 
o f our un ion men. These s tr ik e ­
breakers were the ones who 
form ed the  nucleus o f the  com­
pany un ion— w t^c a ll i t  the ‘M ys­
tic  K n ig h ts  o f the Sea’— th a t is 
the B rotherhood o f M arine  O ffic ­
ers. B u t s trikebreakers never did 
m ake s a tis fa c to ry  engineers, so 
the  com pany had to  take  back 
some o f our men. B u t 44 o f our 
men never did ge t back.

C U R R A N S  G R A T IT U D E
“ In  ’37 there  was a sca rc ity  o f 

unlicensed men. Three m onths 
a fte r  the ’36-’37 s tr ike , C urran 
pu lled another s tr ik e  on the E x ­
port Lines. Through the s tr ik e  and 
an N LR B  appeal, the NMU won 
recognition. But when we went 
to C urran  to  g ive us support in  
g e ttin g  recogn ition  fo r  the 
M E B A  on the E x p o rt Lines, he 
refused to do an y th ing  fo r  us.

“ W e’ve had our case before 
the N L R B  over th ree  years 
now. B u t because o f the  p o lit i­
cal tie -up  o f the  company, 
which is owned by the  Lehman 
bank ing  in terests, w ith  the 
N L R B  offic ia ls , M rs. H e rr ic k  
th re w  our case ou t o f the second 
Region board. T h is  board under 
her has a company union bias 
to  begin w ith . The figures show 
th a t th is  one board has c e rt i­
fied fo u r- f if th s  o f the to ta l 
company unions certified  in  the 
en tire  country . W e appealed to  
W ashington, which ordered 
another hearing  before the  re ­
g iona l board again.

“ W e’ve won any num ber o f 
cases w ith  one-tenth the evid­
ence we had aga inst the E xp o rt 
Lines. B u t M rs. H e rr ic k  de liber­
a te ly  s ta lled us o f f  fo r  nine or 
ten m onths before ca llin g  another 
hearing. B y  then m ost, o f our 
witnesses were w o rk in g  and no t 
ava ilable. They were a ll ou t to 
sea.

“ T h a t’s the k ind  o f set-up we 
were up aga inst and we knew 
th a t the on ly  w ay we could crack 
the company union set-up was by 
s tr ik in g  the line. And th a t ’s w hat 
we f in a lly  did when the proper 
occasion arose.”

D A N G E R  TO N M U
T ra in e r repeatedly stressed the 

fa c t th a t C u rran ’s present s tr ik e ­
b reaking actions are pav ing  the 
w ay fo r  the shipowners to  s tr ike  
deadly blows a t the N M U  its e lf.

“ The heaviest defeats o f the 
N M U — no t on ly  defeats, bu t 
complete an n ih ila tio n— have oc­
curred on those lines where the 
owners have succeeded in  f irs t  
fo rc in g  the licensed men in to  
company unions. T ha t's  w hat 
happened on the  tanke r ships 
o f S tandard O il o f New Y o rk  
and New Jersey, T idew a te r and 
Texas Company. T h a t’s w ha t 
happened out on the  W est 
Coast w ith Standard Oil o f Cal­

T ra in e r 

M E B A

ifo rn ia  and the U n ion O il Com­
pany.

“ A nd th a t ’s exactly  w h a t the 
E xp o rt L ine  is a im ing  to  do. 
W hen C u rran  sends his men 
th rou gh  ou r p icke t line  in  th is  
E x p o rt s tr ik e  lie ’s he lp ing  to  cu t 
the th ro a t o f his own union.

“ C urran can’t  po in t to a 
sing le  company where the  un­
licensed seamen have been 
forced in to  a company union 
set-up, where the licensed men 
had no t been forced in  f irs t ."

C U R R A N  DU CKS H E A R IN G  
The M E B A  has asked f o r  a 

hearing on the dispute w ith  C ur­
ran  before the New  Jersey CIO 
state body, in  add ition  to  w ir in g  
a p ro tes t aga inst C u rran ’s ac­
tions to  P h ilip  M u rra y , CIO pre­
sident. The hearing  is asked be­
fo re  the Jersey council because 
the s tr ik e  is w ith in  New Jersey.

T ra in e r has a lready sent a 
s ta tem ent o f the M E B A ’s case 
to  the  Jersey CIO body, wh ich 
asked C u rran  to make a rep ly . 
B u t C urran  has as ye t fa iled  to 
com ply w ith  th is  request.

Instead, C urran tr ie d  to  get 
the M E B A  to  accept as a substi­
tu te  fo r  the Jersey hearing  an 
appearance before the  G reater 
New Y o rk  In d u s tr ia l Council— a 
preposterous proposition  since 
the New Y o rk  council has no 
ju r is d ic tio n  in  the m a tte r. Th is 
body, in  w h ich  m any CIO  unions 
do no t pa rtic ipa te , is  S ta lin is t-  
contro lled and th rou gh  i t  C urran 
could, o f course, g ive  h im se lf a 
clean b il l o f health.

stated th a t  t h e  

had w ith d ra w n  from  

the New Y o rk  council in  p ro ­

test aga inst its  fa ilu re  to  con­
demn C u rran ’s s trikeb reak ing . 

“ They’re a too w e ll oiled 
machine,’ ’ he said.

C u rran  had prev ious ly  asked 
h im  to  appear fo r  a “ h e a ring " 
before an N M U  meeting, T ra in e r 
in fo rm ed me.

A nd then he laughed h e a rtily . 

“ T h a t’s no t the  k ind  o f hearing 
we want. I  d idn ’ t  in tend to  go 
to any one-sided m eeting. C ur­
ran  was ju s t  o ffe r in g  me a 

Moscow T r ia l. ”

W H Y  C U R R A N  F IN K E D  
Tow ard the  end o f the in te r­

v iew , T ra in e r showed me a m im ­
eographed “ S tatem ent on the 
M E B A -A m erican  E x p o rt L ine 
D ispute”  issued by the N a tiona l 
Council o f  the  N M U . He pointed 
out one pa rag raph and said. “ Th is 
te lls  the  whole s to ry .”  The p a r­
agraph read;

“ We called to  M r. T ra in e r ’s 
a tten tion  the fa c t th a t a m eeting 
had been arranged between the 
A m erican M erchant M arine  In ­
s t itu te  and the N M U  to  discuss 
the w a r bonuses. The dispute on 
the E x p o rt L ines prevented th is  
m eeting fro m  m a te ria liz in g  be­
cause the companies claim ed th a t 
the re fusa l o f the  unlicensed per­
sonnel to  sa il these ships con­
s titu te d  a v io la tio n  o f contract. 
They stated th a t u n t il such tim e 
as the dispute was stra ightened 
out, they would not meet w ith  the 
N M U  to  discuss the  im p o rta n t 
question o f w a r bonuses.”

Trainer rapped the document

w ith  his knuckles. “ T h a t’s the 
w ay - C u rran ’s paid us back fo r  
our re fusa l to  sign a con tract on 
the E x p o rt Lines w ith o u t a con­
tra c t being, g iven the unlicensed 
men in  the ’36-’37 s tr ike . The 
companies w a n t the E x p o rt s tr ike  
‘s tra ightened ou t.’ So C urran 
obliges them  by s trikeb reak ing .

“ T h is  is a c lear case o f C urran 
sacrific ing  the  in te rests o f the 
s tr ik in g  M E B A  men in  re tu rn  fo r  
some qu ick concessions fo r  his 
own members. I(|s  p re tty  s ig n if i­
cant th a t w ith in  24 hours o f his 
v io la tin g  our p icke t lines, a fte r  
his re tu rn  fro m  a conference w ith  
the ship-owners in  W ashington, 
th a t increases fo r  the N M U  men 
were announced on a num ber o f 
lines, inc lud ing  the Am erican- 
W est A fr ic a n  and the East 
A fr ica n .

"T here  was a good reason 

why the ow fiers were w illin g  to  
make th is  deal. They have 

always wanted to  break up the 
in d u s tr ia l s4t-up on the ships, 
the cooperation between the 

d iffe re n t c ra fts  and between 
the licensed and unlicensed 
men. By c rea ting  a r i f t  between 

us now, the  em ployers hope to 
be able to  h it  the N M U  la te r.”

Governor O K 's 7 -Day  
W eek In New York State
In The Name of "National Defense," Lehman Tells State Bodies 
To Permit Employers In War Industries To Violate State Laws

BUFFALO, N. Y-, May 10—W ith the direct backing of the 
state officials who are charged by law with enforcement of the 
New York Slate statute which prosides that no one may work 
more than six days a week, bosses are forcing increasing numbers 
of workers on war-orders to work seven days a week.

The six-day week law is being violated under “ variations”  
granted by the State Board of Standards & Appeals. Governor 
Lehman has issued an order to state departments to “ ease tip” 
on too strict interpretation of regulations when they "impede 
defense activities.”

Apparently to acquaint employers with this new govern- 
mentmade opportunity to exploit workers, the Standard A Ap­
peals B oard ’s chairm an, W illia m  
J. P ickard, yesterday issued a 
sta tem ent in A lb an y  to  the A s ­
sociated Press w h ich  was p rom ­
in e n tly  published today in  the 
press o f th is  in d u s tr ia l c ity .

“ W e are lis te n in g  to  in d iv id ­
ual appeals,”  said M r. P ickard,
“ and we are g ra n tin g  the request 
to aid emergency production in 
cases where an inves tiga tion  ju s ­
tifie s  such action .”

W hat the “ in ves tig a tion ”  
amounts to  is  indicated by the 
fa c t th a t M r. P ickard  w ent on 
to  sa y : “ A pp lica tions (fro m  
em ployers) are considered 
A N D  A  R U L IN G  M A D E  
W IT H IN  24 HO URS.”  Q uite  a 
speedy in ves tig a tion !

Prckard said th© board is sa t­
isfied the seven-day week “ is 
ju s tifie d  in  ce rta in  c ircum stanc­
es”  and is c o n trib u tin g  to  ex­
pedite production o f essential 
supplies.

O TH E R  LA W S  V IO L A T E D  
The s ix -day  la w  isn ’t  the  on ly  

one th a t is now be ing v io la ted 
w ith  the connivance o f law -en­
forcem ent o ffic ia ls . P icka rd  said 
th a t “ other labor law s”  also are

included in the board’s a tte m p t to 
“ cu t red tape.”

A s an example, the Board o f 
S tandards &  Appeals has pe r­
m itted  a m anufactu re r o f t im ­
in g  fuses to  s tore black powder 
and p rim ers  in  quan tities 
g reater than allowed by the 
Labor Law  o r in d u s tr ia l code. 
Thus a law  adopted a fte r  much 
pressure, aimed to  g ive elemen­
ta ry  p lo tec tio n  to  the lives and 
lim bs o f w orkers in  explosive 
p lants, is th ru s t aside a rb it ra r ­
i ly  as i f  i t  never was on the 
s ta tu te  books.

C IT E  R O O S E V E LT  L E T T E R
The Associated Press dispatch 

re p o rtin g  th is  outrageous v io la ­
tion  o f the la w  connected i t  w ith  
Roosevelt’s le tte r  la s t week to  
the  OPM, in  w h ich  the P resident 
said i t  is essentia l “ every c r i t ­
ica l m achine in  the U n ited  States 
be used the m axim um  num bers o f 
hours each week.”  The goal, said 
Roosevelt, should be “ to w o rk  
these machines 24 hours a day 
and seven days a week.”
0

T h a t goal is being sought by 
w o rk in g  no t on ly  machines bu t 
men seven days a week, and

Roosevelt’s exhorta tion  is being 
used to ju s t i fy  it .

G overnor Lehman. Roosevelt’s 
dear fr ie n d  and p a r ty  comrade, 
is o f course a g re a t be liever in  
democracy. Jus t w h a t he means 
by democracy m ay be judged 
from  his se ttin g  aside s ta tu tes 
sought l;y  the people and adopt­
ed by the leg is la tu re . I f  Lehm an 
and Roosevelt wanted to  he dem­
ocra tic  about it ,  one m ig h t th ink ' 
they would send a message to  
the leg is la tu re  requesting i t  to  
set aside the s ta tu tes to  the ex­
te n t th a t Roosevelt and Lehm an 
believe necessary.

T h a t they w i l l  not do, how­
ever, fo r  the sim ple reason th a t 
the leg is la to rs  would not dare 
brave the displeasure o f th e ir  
constituencies by such a braz­
en ly an ti- la bo r step. There- ; 
fo re?  T here fo re  Roosevelt and 
Lehm an don’t  troub le  about 
chang ing the  law  and a rb it ra r ­
i ly  and il le g a lly  set i t  aside. 
T h is  is th e ir  brand o f democ­
racy !
T h is  la te s t ou trage provides 

new proo f, i f  fu r th e r  p ro o f were 
needed, th a t  un ion iza tion  is a- 
life -and-death  m a tte r to  the  
w orkers. O n ly  the trade unions 
now can preven t im pos ition  o f 
k i l l in g  overtim e, abandonm ent o f 
a ll sa fe ty  provis ions and, in  
short, any possible ou trage w h ich  
the bosses can cover up w ith  a 
f la g . There isn ’t  a la w  on the  
s ta tu te  books w o rth  the paper 
i t  is p rin ted  on. except as the  
w orkers, by  th e ir  own s treng th , 
enforce th e ir  demands on the  
bosses and on the la w -v io la tin g  
governm ent o ffic ia ls .

Subway Workers Paper 
Answers LaGuardia
1,500,000 Copies of "Transit Truths" Distributed 
To Enlist Support For Union In Coming Contract Fight

C IO  Raps Taxes 
O n Low Incomes
Murray Issues 3-Point Program To Ease 
Tax Load On Poor And Shift It Onto Rich

NEW  YORK— 1,500,000 copies of Transit Truth, new 
weekly public paper of the Transport Workers Union (CIO), 
were distributed to subway-goers here last week. The paper w ill 
keep the millions of workers who ride the city-owned subways 
informed of the developments in the dispute between the 27,000 
union subway workers and Mayor LaGuardia, over renewal of 
the present union contract at its expiration June 30.

Countering the strikebreaking barrage of the big boss news­
papers and LaG uardia, Trans it  
Truths  exposed the deal whereby 
the c ity  took over the bankrupt

A three-point tax program in opposition to the employers’ 
plan to foist the burden of the new war taxes on the workers has 
been p6t forth by CIO President Philip Murray.

The program attacks the imposition of income taxes on in­
come brackets below the 1939 §1,000 exemptions for single per­
sons and §2500 for married couples. It opposes new taxes on con­
sumers goods. And it calls for increased levies on the big in­
comes, wealthy estates’ and corporation profits.

The CIO’s specific proposals, as presented last week by 
P h ilip  M u rra y  to  the House W ays
and Means Com m ittee, are as 
f  o llow 8:

“ 1. R e lie f fro m  income taxes 
fo r  a ll incomes below the 1939 
exem ptions o f $1,000 and 52,500 
and the  l i f t in g  o f a ll excise and 
sales taxes from  com m odities 
th a t are n o t c learly  lu x u ry  
goods.

"2 . N o  add itiona l excise o r 
sales taxes and no extension o f 
income taxes o r surtaxes on in ­
comes below 1939 exem ptions 
o f $2,500 and $1,000.

“ 3. A l l  new ta x  income
should a t th is  tim e  be collected 
from  increased taxes on h igh 
in d iv idu a l incomes, estates and 
g row ing  corpora tion  pro fits.
T h is  includes taxes on excess 
pro fits , undivided p ro fits , tax- 
exem pt securities and in h e r it­
ances.”

B U R D E N  ON W O R KERS 
M u rra y ’s s ta tem ent charged

th a t a ll the proposals fo r  taxes to 
ra ise an add itiona l $3,600,000,000 
now before the W ays and Means 
Committee, w ou ld  on ly  advance 
the tendency w hereby the m a jo r

burden o f federa l taxes has been 
sh ifted  on to  the wage-earners in 
the past decade.

M u rra y  term ed the ta x  record 
o f the past ten years as “ shock­
ing ,”  in  w h ich the “ burden o f fed­
era l ta xa tio n  upon the  w o rk in g  
people has grown heavier in  size 
and p ropo rtion .”

Taxes on the lowT income 
groups do no t come ou t o f sav­
ings o r luxuries, M u rra y  pointed 
out. “ They mean less food, c lo th ­

ing. and she lter.”

T H E  F IR S T  IS S U E  OF

LA VERITE
A  M on th ly  O rgan fo r  French- 

Speaking M arx is ts
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O rder from  

D A L E  E D W A R D S  

P.O.B. 173, S ta tion  D
New Y ork , N . Y .

and decrepit banker-owned sub­
way-systems fo r  $340,000,000, 
paid not in  cash, hu t in  c ity  se­
cu ritie s  a t 3% in te rest per year.

The C itizens Budget Commis­
sion, says Trans it  Truths, lias es­
tim ated th a t tho people of New 
Y ork C ity  are go ing to pay the 
bankers a to ta l o f $1,301,000,000 
in  In terest alone "before the last 
o f the ex is ting  subway de fic it is 
liqu ida ted.”

In  add ition  to issu ing th is  week­
ly  paper to arouse public support, 
the un ion is e n lis tin g  support 
th rough reg u la r rad io  broadcasts 
and pub lic  meetings.

c a l l  M ASS R A L L Y
A  mass public ra lly  is schedul­

ed to be held in  Madison Square 
Garden, May 21, w ith  P h ilip  M u r­
ray, CIO president, as p rinc ipa l 
speaker.

Last week delegates from  some 
200 local unions met and fo rm u­
lated plans to aid the tra n s it 
workers in  th e ir  figh t fo r collec­
tiv e  ba rga in ing righ ts . Among the 
ac tiv itie s  contemplated is a pe ti­
tion  campaign to get the signed 
backing o f m illio n s  o f New Y ork  
w orkers to a demand th a t La ­
G uardia and the Boaul of T rans­
po rta tion  negotiate a new contract 
w ith  the TW U.

In  exposing the reasons w hy 
tho LaG uard ia  ad m in is tra tion  and 
the bankers agreed to un ifica tion  
a t the c ity ’s expense, last week’s 
Trans i t  T ru ths  made clear tha t 
the un ion was not opposed to m u­
n ic ipa l ownership of the public 
u tilit ie s . I t  states:

“ We are sorry  tha t un ifica tion  
has not helped the pub lic  or the 
employees, because fundam enta lly  
un ifica tion  and m un ic ipa l owner­
ship is a splendid idea. I t  gives 
to the people w hat should be 
the irs .”

But, un ifica tion  under a bank­
ers’ government, as Trans it

T ruths  shows, lias not brought 
e ithe r the pub lic  o r the tra n s it 
workers any benefits:

“ The public isn ’ t  any be tte r 
o ff .  U n ifica tion  was supposed 

to b r in g  be tte r service, free  

transfe rs , and m any o ther 
th ings.

“ The public is  s t i l l  w a it in g  
fo r  them. The tra in s  are ju s t 

as crowded. Due to the dem oli­

t io n  o f the  E levateds the re  are 
less tra n s it  fa c ilit ie s  than  be­

fore. There a re n 't any free  
trans fe rs . You ge t shoved 
around ju s t  as much because 

there aren ’ t  any m ore tra in s  
and the re  aren’ t  enough guards 
on du ty  to  he lp you.”

PRO M ISES N O T  JCEPT
A s fo r the much im proved con­

d itions promised the tra n s it w o rk ­
ers under c iv i l service, the paper 
says:

"The workers aren’t  any better 
o ff. U n ifica tion  was supposed .to 
pro tect th e ir  jobs under c iv i l 
service. C iv il service was suppos­
ed to guarantee them an eight- 
hour day, a decent wage increase 
to provide an Am erican standard 
o f liv in g , a good pension plan, 
adequate grievance m achinery.

“ The workers are s t i l l  w a itin g  
fo r them. In  the meantim e several 
hundred men have lost th e ir  jobs. 
Thousands are w o rk ing  from  nine 
to twelve hours a day. T h e ir pen­
sion plan is costing them plenty, 
and they have no m achinery fo r  
ad jus ting  grievances.”

The facts brought to l ig h t  in  
Transit. T ru ths  are but another 
proof th a t the w orkers can never 
get genuine benefits from  the 
boss governments ru n  by agents 
of the cap ita lis t parties. I t  is w e ll 
to remember tha t LaG uard ia  was 
pu t in  office w ith  labor votes and 
the backing of m any union lead­
ers who to ld  the w orkers tha t he 
was a “ friend  o f labor.”  —  Q u ill 
and the other TW U leaders did 
th is  too.

The on ly  tim e  th a t the workers 
w i l l  get tho real benefits of mu­
n ic ipa l ownership is when they 
take over the c ity  governm ent 
w ith  a pa rty  of th e ir  own, a labor 
p a rty  w h ich runs on ly  labor can­
didates.
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The Stalinist Policy In The Trade Unions
The Whitewashing O f John L. Lewis Is The Keystone O f Present Stalinist Line

By F E L IX  MORROW
F o r the f irs t  tim e  in  a long, long tim e, the leadership o f the 

C om m unist P a rty  has published a general document on its  trade 
un ion po licy. “ Labor Has Moved F o rw a rd ”  is its  t it le ,  and i t  takes 
a fu l l  page in the F rid a y , M ay 9. D a ily  W orker. I t  expresses a 
trade union po licy which is oppo rtun is t to the core, a po licy which 
can on ly  lead the w orkers to  defeat.

The recent s tr ike  wave has proved once again th a t the CIO. 
based on the heavy industries, comprises the m ost m il ita n t and the 
m ost s tra te g ica lly - im p o rta n t s tra ta  o f the A m erican w o rk ing  
class. N in e ty  per cent o f the recent s trikes, and consequently o f 
the gains in wages and w o rk in g  conditions, were the achievement 
o f the CIO unions. In  these s trikes  the w orkers dem onstrated 
th a t, though they are- fo r  the “ defense”  and a id -B rita in  program  
•—th e ir  an ti-fa sc is t sentim ents are being m anipu la ted by Roose­
v e lt  fo r  im p e ria lis t purposes— they are also more than ever de­
term ined to w rest be tte r wages and w o rk in g  conditions fro m  the 
w a r-p ro fite e rin g  cap ita lis ts .

A l l  th is  was, shown by the CIO strikes. B u t those s trikes 
also revealed a profound d iffe rence between the C IO  top leader­
ship and the rank and file. W h ile  the s tr ik e rs  showed inv inc ib le  
de term ination  on the p icke t lines, the top leaders were weakening 
in  the negotiations. Much th a t was won on the p icke t line  was 
surrendered a t the conference table.

F la g ra n t examples were the settlem ents in  the Bethlehem 
and F ord  s trikes, where the w orkers were sent back to  w o rk  
w ith o u t a union contract. W hy did the 1937 s trikes  aga inst Gen­
era l M otors and C hrys le r w in  settlem ent by union con tract,-and 
the  1941 s trikes aga inst Ford  and Bethlehem did not? There is 
on ly  one answer: the top CIO  leadership buckled under govern­
m ent pressure and sent the men back to  w ork  fo r  a fra c tio n  o f 
what they had already won on the p icket line.

I t  should be clear, then, th a t unless the w orkers learn from  
the shortcom ings o f the recent s tr ik e  settlem ents, these sho rt­
com ings are lik e ly  to be repeated— and in  worse fo rm — during 
the  next s tr ik e  wave.

The Stalinist Conspiracy of Silence
The w orkers cannot learn th is  from  the Com m unist P a r ty ’s 

document on trade  union policy. On the con tra ry , the S ta lin is t 
document COVERS UP the false po licy o f the top leadership o f 
the  CIO.

A nd fro m  th is  treacherous silence i t  fo llow s th a t the S ta lin ­
is t  document does no t raise the various demands which the Social­
is t  W orkers P a rty  has raised, to rem edy the defects in  the course 
o f the C IO . The S ta lin is t document does not demand th a t trade  
un ion o ffic ia ls  res ign fro m  a ll posts in the governm ent, in c lud ing  
the  OPM and the N a tion a l M edia tion Board. N o r does i t  ca ll fo r  
o rgan iz ing  U n ion Defense Guards to p ro tec t the. p icket lines and 
un ion ha lls aga ins t “ law  and o rder com m ittees”  and a ll o ther 
a n ti- la b o r bands. N o r does i t  ca ll fo r  an im m ediate h a lt to a ll acts 
o f  h o s t ility  between the A F L  and CIO  which serve the  bosses’ 
s trikeb reak ing . A nd  i t  is  s ilen t aboxit the im m edia te need to bu ild  
an Independent Labor P a rty .

I t  is s ilen t on these and o the r bu rn ing  questions because the 
S ta lin is t trade union po licy is based a t present on a -whitewash o f 
John L . Lew is. The D a ily  W orke r document is one long song o f

FDR’s Experts 
Tell Tax V iews
Like Treasury Department, Henderson 
And Eccles Would Burden The Workers

<•>

Proposals of government “ experts”  on how to raise an ad­
ditional $3,600,000,000 in federal taxes to help finance the war 
budget have narrowed down to a difference of opinion as to 
whether it is easier to collect taxes from the workers by direct 
income levies or through "hidden”  taxes on the necessities of life.

Leon Henderson, Administrator of Price Control, and Mar- 
riner Eccles, chairman of the Eederal Reserve Board, last week 
appeared before the House W ays 
and Means Com m ittee to  present 
ta x  plans so s im ila r th a t i t  was 
c lear they  were g iv in g  thé P re­
s iden t’s own ideas.

W h ile  b o t h  a d m in is tra tion  
spokesmen attem pted to c la im  
th a t  th e ir  proposals w ere m ore 
le n ie n t on those w ith  low  incomes 
tha n  the methods o ffe red  by p re­
vious w itnesses before the com­
m ittee , the to ta l e ffec t o f th e ir  
ta x  plans would w o rk  aga inst the 
wage-earners w ith  ju s t as much 
seve rity .

U nde r the llcnderson-Eccles 
plan, in d iv idu a l income ta x  ex­
em ptions would be lowered from  
$2,000 fo r  a m arried  couple to 
dependent would drop fro m  $400 
$1,500, and exem ptions on cacb 
to  $300. The actua l taxes on a ll 
incomes under $2,000 would be 
g re a te r under th is  plan than un­
der the  previous plans.

To o ffs e t the im pression th a t 
th e ir  p lan would s tr ik e  heaviest 
a t the  low  income groups, H en­
derson and Eccles stated th a t 
the y  were fo r  few er excise taxes 
on consumers’ commodities.

They qualified th is  objection by 
com ing ou t fo r  more taxes on 
durab le consumers goods and 
less on non-durab lc products, so 
as to  reduce the demand fo r  
goods whose increased'production 
wh ich m ig h t e ffe c t the  produc­
t io n  o f w a r m ateria ls .
W O U L D  B U R D E N  W O R KERS

Am ong the type of commodities 
w h ich  the Henderson-Eccles plan 
would tax most heavily  are auto- 
mobilies, radios, m echanical re f r i­
gerators, etc.

F a r from  re liev ing  the wage- 
earners of the burden of consum­
ers’ taxes, the excise taxes on au­
tom obiles rad ios and mechanical 
je fr ig e ra to rs  would ac tua lly  place

an equal or greater burden on the 
workers.

An autom obile is in  many eases 
an absolute necessity, p a rtic u la r ly  
in  the c ities o f the M iddle and 
F a r West, in  order to get to and 
from  w ork. In  the mushroom c i­
ties like  DWr«u^_Los Angeles, etc., 
a w o rke r can scarcely hold a job 
w ith o u t an auto, because of the 
inadequate transporta tion  fa c il i­
ties.

Radios and mechanical re fr ig e r­
ators arc not luxu ries ; countless 
advertisem ents a n d speeches 
about “ the Am erican standard of 
l iv in g ”  have assured the workers 
to tha t effect. M illio n s  of workers 
Who have been unable because of 
low  incomes and unemployment- 
to secure these conveniences in 
the past, now in  the w ar boom 
are ju s t ge tting  in position to se­
cure those things. They w i l l  bear 
'the burden of these proposed 
taxes.

The on ly measure proposed by 
Henderson and Eccles to increase 
taxes on bosses was tha t excess 
profits taxes should be increased 
to b rihg  the yie ld  up from  the 
$400,000,000 planned in  the Treas­
ury  proposal to around $800.000,- 
000. In  view  of the fact tha t an­
tic ipated corporation pro fits are 
expected to pass $7 b illio n  in  
1941 over the $5 b illio n  pro fits of 
1940 th is  tax proposal represents 
a ve ry  t in y  add itiona l.load  on the 
in du s tria lis ts .

T h is  is meant as a sop to the 
workers.

In  proposing even th is  meager 
increase, Eccles explained:

“ I f  excess profi ts are, not tapped 
then  to il! lead to demands for  
higher wages.”

And th is  fraud ' w i l l  be parsed 
o ff to the workers g.s an exampie 
of “ equal sacrifice”  by the bosses!

pra ise to Lewis. I t  takes lo ts  o f w h itew ash to present John L. 
Lew is as an unblemished lamb. B u t th a t is a ll in  the day ’s w o rk  
to those who tr ied  to whitew ash even the Moscow tr ia ls !  I t  takes 
lies and concealment? These are the da ily  tools o f the D a ily ,  
W orker.

L e t us c ite a few  examples:
1. The document warns aga inst “ the d iffe re n t ‘defense plans.' 

w hethe r p u t fo rw a rd  by H illm a n  o r M u rra y .”  Correct. B U T  
JO H N  L. L E W IS  HAS END O R SED M U R R A Y ’S P L A N . In  the 
M ay 5th CIO  News there appears the te x t o f a speech by John 
L. Lew is. In  i t  Lew is says: “ P h ilip  M u rra y  has offered govern­
m ent a plan . . .  The concentration o f w ar orders is the bottleneck 
which res tr ic ts  Am erican production fo r  de fense. . .  P h ilip  M u r­
ra y ’s plan would have avoided tha t, and would have curbed the 
rapac ity  o f in d u s tr ia l leaders.”  In  thpse unam biguous term s, 
Lew is endorsed M u rra y ’s plan fo r  “ in du s try  councils”  composed 
o f governm ent, em ployer and labo r representatives— a typ ica l 
example o f the governm ent boards used to subordinate the w o rk ­
ers to  th e ir  class enemies. T ha t Lewis proposed th is  is, however, 
no t even h inted a t in  the S ta lin is t document!

Lewis Follows in Benin's Footsteps
2. N o r did John L. Lew is stop w ith  endorsing- M u rra y ’s re ­

actiona ry  plan. N o r d id. he stop w ith  saying th a t “ M r. M u rra y  
w ill be proud to  supply some real representatives”  to  s it  in  the 
OPM. N D A C  and o ther o f the present governm enta l boards. Lew is 
w ent on to praise the B r it is h  Labor P a r ty ’s po licy o f pa rtnersh ip  
w ith  the bosses in governm ent and to propose the same th in g  fo r  
th is  cou n try :

“ The d iffe rence  between labor in  the U n ited States and B r i­
ta in  is th a t in England today labor is p a r t o f the governm ent; i t  
s its  in  po licy-m aking  positions and has a voice in fo rm u la tin g  
policies. In  the U n ited States, labor is not represented. I t  has no 
place in the governm ent o r in the cabinet. I t  has no adequate rep­
resentation in the OPM or the N D A C  or the W ar D epartm ent.”  
(John L. Lew is speech, CIO  N EW S, M ay 5, 1941.)

In  short, John L . Lew is ’ p o licy  is th a t o f Bovin and the other 
B r it is h  Labor P a rty  leaders, a po licy w h ich the D a ily  W orker has 
co rre c tly  term ed a be traya l o f labor. B u t the D a ily  W orker con­
ceals from  its  readers and the Com m unist P a rty  members, th a t 
B ev in ’s po licy  is also th a t o f John L . Lewis.

I
3. B y  a s k il fu l h a lf- tru th , the S ta lin is t document p ictures 

John L. Lew is as an irreconcilab le  opponent o f the N a tiona l Med­
ia tion  Board. I t  w rite s  o f “ the M ediation Board which, as John L. 
Lew is so w ell pointed out, had its  own form ula  fo r  breaking 
s tr ike s ." The kernel o f t ru th  in th is  s ta tem ent is th a t Lew is did 
co rre c tly  denounce one o f the Board ’s fo rm u las : th a t ca llin g  on 
s tr ike rs  to go back to w o rk  before m ediation.

B u t Lew is d id  n o t characterize the Board as a s trikeb reak­
in g  in s titu tio n . Lew is did no t oppose the e n try  o f CIO representa­
tives in  to  the Board. On the con tra ry , M u rra y  and Kennedy. 
L e w is ’ lieutenants, w en t in to  the Board w ith  the s ilen t consent o f 
Lew is. These facts about Lew is the D a ily  W orke r seeks to cover 
up by its  h a lf - tru th  about his one specific c r it ic is m  o f the M edia­
tion  Board. And because Lew is backs M u rra y  and Kennedy's 
e n try  in to  the board, the S ta lin is t leaders, w h ile  m aking a per­
fu n c to ry  c r it ic is m  o f th a t en try , do not demand th a t CIO leaders 
res ign fro m  the board. Thereby the S ta lin is ts  aid in  pe rpe tuating  
union fig-leaves on governm ent s tr ikeb rea k ing  weapons.

.The Bethlehem and Ford Strikes
4. The D a ily  W orker says no th in g  about the no to rio us . fa c t 

th a t the p icket lines a t the Bethlehem p lan ts in B u ffa lo  and B eth­
lehem, Pa., were le ft  to s h ift  fo r  themselves, w h ile  the top leaders 
hu rried  o f f  to settle as qu ick ly  as possible and w ith o u t ge tting  
a union contract. W hy w eren’t  those p icket lines be tte r o rgan­
ized? W hy no union contracts? The D a ily  W orker is s ilen t be­
cause those responsible were John L . Lew is ’ lieutenants and 
associates.

5. Even more f la g ra n t was the behavior o f the topleaders in 
the  Ford s trike . O nly a fte r  the s trike , prec ip ita ted by the w o rk ­
ers in the p lant, had developed in to  a s it-dow n and the frigh te ne d  
top leaders wanted to get the w orkers out o f the p lants, did the 
leaders f in a lly  make the s tr ik e  o ffic ia l. N o r could the leaders 
c la im  c red it fo r  the b r i l l ia n t  s tra te g y  which ensured the success 
o f the  s tr ik e — the mass auto barricades th a t ou tw itted  F ord ’s 
“ service departm ent.”  The on ly  ro le the top  leaders played was in 
g e ttin g  the w orkers  back to w o rk  w ith o u t a union con tract. N o t 
a word about th is  in the D a ily  W orker e ith e r a t the tim e o r in its  
present docum ent: because the leaders responsible fo r  th a t were 
John L . Lew is ’ men.

6. “ One o f the main weapons o f the employers in stem m ing 
the wage increase d rive  is the no -s trike  agreem ent o f the k ind 
which the H illm ans and F reys are a tte m p tin g  to impose upon the 
sh ipyard w orkers  and which a c tu a lly  worsens e x is ting  condi­
tions,”  says the S ta lin is t document. T rue— as fa r  as i t  goès. B u t 
on the E ast Coast the CIO In d u s tr ia l U n ion  o f M arine  and Ship­
bu ild in g  W orkers is a p a rty  to ju s t  such an agreem ent now in  
process o f com pletion, the C IO  News has reported the develop­
ments w ith o u t a word o f c ritic ism , and the D a ily  W orker knows 
as w e ll as we do- th a t the sh ipbu ild ing  union leadership is x-lose 
to John L. Lewis.

(Inc id en ta lly , the S ta lin is ts ’ own boy. N a tiona l M a ritim e  
U nion P resident Joseph Curran, has proposed fo r  m aritim e  ju s t 
such a perm anent board o f governm enta l, em ployer and labor 
representatives as is set up under the sh ipbu ild ing  agreem ent—  
o f course w ith o u t a word being said in the D a ily  W orker.)

7. The D a ily  W orke r document co rre c tly  denounces the A F L  
top leadership fo r  its  s tr ikeb rea k ing  role in  the Ford, In te rn a ­
tion a l H a rveste r and A llis -C ha lm ers s trikes, where A F L  charters 
issued to company stooges gave an ti- la b o r elements the p re te x t 
to condemn “ ju r is d ic tio n a l s trikes .”  The D a ily  W orker is, how­
ever, s ilen t about the fa c t th a t the same k ind o f scabby role has 
been played by the C IO ’s “ C onstruction W orkers  O rgan iz ing  
Com m ittee”  headed by A . D. Lew is, John L .’s b ro the r and lieu ­
tenant.

A t  W r ig h t  F ie ld , Dayton, Ohio, A . D. Lew is covered w ith  a 
CIO  cha rte r e lectric ians w o rk in g  fo r  a con trac to r who had re ­
fused to sign a reg u la r con tract w ith  the re g u la r union in the 
trade— the A F L ’s In te rn a tio n a l Brotherhood o f E le c trica l W o rk ­
ers. A n A F L  s tr ike  aga inst th is  con tracto r was broken by  gov­
ernm ent pressure which, thanks to- the CIO  charter, was able to 
label the s trike -as m erely “ ju r is d ic tio n a l.”  T h is  sham eful inc ident 
was used by the A F L  leaders as a p re te x t to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  scab- 
bery a t In te rn a tio n a l H arvester and elsewhere. S ilen t about John 
L. Lew is ’- ro le in th is  and a num ber o f s im ila r  incidents in the 
construction in du s try , the D a ily  W orker is unable to support the 
correc t slogan: A n end to a ll acts o f h o s tility  between CIO and 
A F L — w hethe r commited by A F L  o r CIO leaders— which serve 
the bosses’ s trikeb reak ing .

What Lewis’ Program Includes
8. The D a ily  W orker document says: “ The movement fo r  

wage increases m ust be developed everywhere. The issue is the 
Lew is program  o f w in n in g  increases versus the H illm a n  program  
o f sacrifices.”  T h is  h a lf- tru th , more vicious than an o u tr ig h t lie, 
sums up the whole S ta lin is t trade union po licy. I t  con fronts the 
w orkers w ith  bu t tw o a lte rna tives : Lew is o r H illm a n . As i f  the 
class s tru g g le  consists m ere ly  o f a choice between tw o m en who,

despite considerable d ifferences in  th e ir  policies, nevertheless are 
both irrevocab ly  tied to a c lass-co llaboration is t ou tlook!

“ The Lew is p ro g ra m ”  is also the program  w h ich  includes 
L e w is -M u rra y ’s “ defense”  p lan and the “ demand”  fo r  “ adequate”  
labo r posts in  the governm ent; e n try  in to  the N a tiona l M edia tion 
Board and the o ther governm enta l boards; the poor settlem ents 
o f  the Ford  and Bethlehem  strikes, etc.

9. The Lewis p rogram  also includes p len ty  o f red -ba iting . 
A ltho ug h  Lew is and M u rra y  have taken the progressive step o f 
de fending H a rry  Bridges aga inst the a ttem p t to  deport h im , they 
have also ins tiga ted  red -b a itin g  a ttacks in  the unions. L e t the 
D a ily  W orker dare to c la im  th a t the rem oval as “ Com m unists”  
o f local union o ffic ia ls  by the In te rn a tio n a l Executive Board o f 
the CIO sh ipyard union was not done w ith  the agreem ent o f 
Lew is and M u rra y ! W e dare the D a ily  W orke r to  assert th a t the 
puny James B. Carey, p resident o f the U n ited  E lec trica l, Radio 
&  M achine W orkers, a f if th - ra te  figu re  whom Lew is and M u rra y  
made na tiona l secre tary o f the CIO, is conducting his red -ba iting  
in  the U E  w ith o u t p r io r  agreem ent w ith  Lew is and M u rra y ! In  
the N orthw est, three o f John L. Lew is ’ own m achine.m en— D al- 
rym p le  and Francis, CIO state d irectors o f Oregon and W ash ing­
ton, and Adolph Germer, Lew is ’ appointee as d irec to r o f o rgan­
iza tion  o f the In te rn a tio n a l W oodworkers— are go ing to any 
lengths, inc lud ing  ca llin g  in  the F B I aga inst the “ reds” — le t the 
D a ily  W orke r te ll us w hy Lew is and M u rra y  haven’t  stopped 
them. B u t the D a ily  W orker covers a ll th is  w ith  silence; i t  w i l l  
not te ll the tru th  about Lew is and his henchmen.

One could adduce dozens o f o ther examples o f the lies, h a lf-  
tru th s  and concealment resorted to  by the D a ily  W orke r to  w h ite ­
wash John L. Lew is. W ha t has been a lready said, however, su f­
fices to show the CO NSEQ UENCES o f th is  S ta lin is t f r a u d -  
w h itew ash ing John L . Lew is means, on the union f lo o r  and the 
p icke t line, policies which rob the w orkers  o f the f ru its  o f th e ir 
v ic tories.

Why the Stalinists Support Lewis
W hy do the S ta lin is ts  pe rs is t in  suppo rting  Lew is th rough  

th ick  and th in ?  They even found progressive aspects in  h is sup­
p o rt o f W illk ie ’s election cam paign. D u rin g  1935-1938. S ta lin is t 
reasons fo r  a bloc w ith  Lew is were obvious enough. The S ta lin ­
ists were then fo r  “ defense o f the democracies by collective 
secu rity ,”  were fo r  “ D efeat o f Landon a t a ll costs,”  etc., and so 
was Lewis. B u t now the Lew is and S ta lin is t lines d iverge sharp ly . 
Lew is is fo r  “ defense,”  “ adequate”  posts in  the governm ent, gives 
s ile n t consent to M u rra y ’s a id -B r ita in  po licy, etc; a ll o f which 
the S ta lin is ts  oppose.

He who looks in Lew is ’ policies fo r  an exp lanation  o f S ta lin ­
is t support o f him  is looking in the w rong  place. The S ta lin is ts  
support h im  fo r  the same reason th a t they support B atis ta , 
Roosevelt’s agent in Cuba, and M exico P resident Camacho, who 
has become com plete ly subservient to W a ll S tree t’s program . I t  
is m ere ly the m ethod whereby the S ta lin is t apparatus seeks to 
hang on in each o f these countries d u rin g  th is  period. Then, i f  
and when S ta lin  seeks to re -o rien t tow ard  the “ democracies,”  his 
h ire ling s  w i l l  a t th a t tim e  have ready a t hand a base from  w hich 
to  woo the “ democracies”  on beha lf o f S ta lin . N o t Lew is ’ policies, 
b u t the needs o f S ta lin ’s fo re ig n  po licy  exp la in  the S ta lin is t 
po licy  in  the trade  unions. T h a t th is  po licy  causes un to ld  harm  
to the w orkers— th a t scarcely troubles the m onster in the K re m ­
lin  o r his agents here. Deeply tra g ic , however, is the p lig h t o f the 
m any genuine m ilita n ts  who, deluded by the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy, serve as the u n w itt in g  vessels who tra n s fe r its  deadly 
poison in to  the veins o f the A m erican  w o rk in g  class.

Keynes Tells How To 
Place Load On Workers
His Account Of British Tax Setup Is 

Also Grim Warning To American Workers

Juhn Maynard Keynes, advisor Io the Bank of England, 
gave some tips to the American government on how to extort 
more funds from the American workers to finance the war. 
Keynes offered the example of the British government’s present 
methods, in a statement to the American press upon his arrival 
in New York, May 8, on the A tlantic Clipper.

fhe two chief methods now in force in England, according
to Keyues, are:

Hess Flight 
Shows Weakness

(Continued from  page 1)
rats”  and “ socia lists”  who, con­
ceding fascism a long lease • on 
life , ca ll the cap ita lis t gangsters 
of fascism a new, r is in g  class of 
a new type s ig n ify in g  a new 
epoch.

How contem ptib le are those “so­
c ia lis ts ”  who, lack ing  any fa ith  
in  the masses of Europe, have 
called fo r  th e ir  “ lib e ra tio n ”  by 
Am erican and B r it is h  im p e ria lis t 
bayonets.

The blow-up o f the Nazi inne r 
c irc le  confirm s our program  i'o; 
common action by the masses of 
Germany, Europe, B r ita in  and 
the U n ited States against th e ir  
im p e ria lis t oppressors. . H it le r 's  
most valuable weapon today is the 
fact th a t the B r it is h  and Am er­
ican ru lin g  classes would impose 
upon a defeated Germany another 
—  and worse —  Versailles. Re­
mem bering the su ffe rin g  wreaked 
upon post-war Germany by the 
vengeful and greedy v ic to rs , the 
masses of Germany find the yoke 
o f a native oppressor more eu 
durable than th a t o f l'oreigu in 
vaders.

Thus the continued ru le  o f 
the B r it is h  and Am erican im ­
pe ria lis ts  serves to  bo ls ter 

g H it le r ’s ru le .
Now i t  is  more clear than ever 

th a t a B r it is h  W orkers ’ Govern­
ment would qu ick ly  pu t an end 
to H it le r  and fascism in  Europe. 
H it le r  could then no longer po in t 
to the u n ity  <51' B r it is h  workers 
and cap ita lis ts  as proof of the fa l­
s ity  o f the class strugglp.' H it le r  
could then no longer pretend that 
he was figh ting  B r it is h  “ im per­
ia lism .”

A  W orkers ’ Government in  B r i­
ta in , guaranteeing the indepen­
dence of the colon ia l peoples of 
the form er empire, could ra lly  
forces against H it le r  which are 
beyond the reach of C hurch ill. 
And i t  could do w hat C hurch ill 
would not and could not. do — 
guarantee to the German workers 
tha t there would no t be a second

Versailles. That, instead,, there 
would arise the Socia list United 
Stales of Europe, ending forever 
w ar on the European con tinent.

The f l ig h t  o f Hess reveals 
the A ch illes heel o f the Nazis. 
But. th a t vulnerable spot can­
not be touched by C hurch ill and 
Roosevelt. O nly the. workers, 
by fo rm in g  a W orkers ’ Govern­
ment, can s lay the N az i mon­
ster.

1. D irec t pay-ro ll deductions fo r 
income taxes.
2. Compulsory loans to the gov­
ernm ent in  the fo rm  of post o f­
fice "savings,”  also deducted in  
advance from  pay-checks.

Keyes explained tha t beginning 
th is  year the collection of in ­
come taxes from  the B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers would be accomplished by de­
ducting  the taxes a t th e ir  source 
— by the em ployer from  th e ir  pay. 
Th is , the B r it is h  governm ent 
th inks , w i l l  be a more “ accept­
able”  method o f tax collections, on 
the theory, as Keynes stated, that 
"w h a t you don’t  have you won’t 
m iss.”

Keynes described the forced 
“ savings”  system as fo llow s:

“ A n account w i l l  bd opened in 
every m an’s name and he w i l l  be 
advised a t the end of each year 
how much is in  each account. A t 
the end o f the war (a t a date not 
fixed) the money w i l l  be unblock­
ed . . .  ”

Keynes added th a t the B rit is h  
financia l au tho ritie s  "d id  not an­
tic ipa te  any troub le in  repaying 
these loans a fte r the w ar because 
they d id  not th in k ' the public 
would draw out the money in  one 
lum p.”

Of course, the notion tha t these 
forced “ loans”  o r "savings”  w ill 
ever be repaid to the B r it is h  
workers a fte r the w ar, i f  B r ita in  
survives under its  present ru lers, 
is  laughable.

The present debts o f the B r it ­
ish government are a lready great 
te r than  those accumulated du r­
in g  the en tire  W orld  W ar I.

P O S T-W A R  CR ISIS
A fte r th is  w ar, i f  B r ita in  fin 

a lly  w ins, there w i l l  be catastro 
ph ic  economic decline. T h is  is a 
generally adm itted fact. Indeed 
the forced “ savings”  —  ju s t at 
is the present governm ent high- 
pressure campaign to make the 
workers in  A m erica buy “ defense” 
bonds and w ar stamps —  are be­
in g  imposed on the B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers w ith  the argum ent th a t these 
“ savings”  are intended as a “ cush­
io n ”  d u rin g  the antic ipated post 
w ar economic cris is.

Unemployment- w i l l  a tta in  pro 
portions never before reached, i r  
every cap ita lis t nation. M illio n : 
o f B r it is h  workers w i l l  be forced 
a ll a t one tim e, tb demand then 
“ savings.”  B u t these “ savings” 
w i l l  have been completely used up 
by the governm ent fo r financing 
the war.

Keynes as much as adm itted

th is  in  his in te rv iew , when he 
stated: “ W ar is paid fo r  by ac ti­
v itie s  d u rin g  the war. I t  doesn't, 
leave much o f a legacy behind i t . ”  

Where, then, w’i l l  the B r it is h  
cap ita lis t governm ent get the 
funds to pay back the B r it is h  
workers? Production w i l l  have de- 
-clined to a mere tr ic k le . In  re­
payment fo r the aid of Am erican 
cap ita lism  d u rin g  the w ar, B r i t ­
ish capita lism  w i l l  have had to 
tu rn  over much of its  fo re ign and 
colon ia l m arkets to Am erican ca­
p ita lis ts .

Instead of securing th e ir  mea­
gre “ savings" to tide  them over 
th a t period of unemployment, the 
B r it is h  w orkers w i l l  find themsel­
ves confronted w ith  ever huger 
taxes to pay o ff the w a r debts. 
The d im in u tio n  of to ta l income in  
England w i l l  mean such a d rastic  
cu rta ilm en t o f tax yie lds, th a t the 
B r it is h  cap ita lis t governm ent w ill 
seek to make up the difference 
in  tax  collections.

The Glasgow Forward  of March 
29 carries some figures w h ich  
show w ha t the B r it is h  workers 
can expect a fte r the w a r:

I f  the w a r lasts another two 
and a ha lf years —  ce rta in ly  a 
lik e ly  even tua lity  — and the pres­
ent governm ent methods o f fin ­
ancing continue, B r ita in  w i l l  be 
saddled w ith  a £20-b illion  debt, 
on w h ich  annual debt in te rest 
w i l l  be £G00,000,000.

T ha t in te rest would am ount to 
about tw o-th irds  o f the whole pre­
w a r y ie ld  of taxa tion , and would 
leave no th ing  over fo r  social serv* 
ices a t a ll, even on the pre-war 
level, a fte r debt in te rest and or­
d ina ry  governm ent service were 
paid fo r.

In  o ther words, i f  the B r i t ­
ish ru lin g  class .is v ic torious, 
a l l th a t the B r it is h  w orkers 
can look fo rw a rd  to  is more un­
em ploym ent and less o f a 
“ dole’ ’ than they go t fro m  1919 
to  1939!
Thus the B r it is h  governm ent 

makes the workers pay now fo r 
the w ar —  and keep paying fo r 
it  afterwards.

T h is  system, a lready being en­
forced against the B r it is h  w o rk­
ers is to be seen, in  its  f irs t steps, 
embodied in  the “ defense”  bonds 
campaign and the proposed new 
tax program  in  th is  country.
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Negro Struggle
By ALBERT PARKER

The March On Washington
Last week the announcement was mafie tha t 

t lie  march o f 10.000 Negroes to W ashington, to 
prptest against J im  Crowism in  indus try  and the 
armed forces, is already being organized. The 
date has been set fo r June 30, according to the 
com m ittee in charge which is composed of A. 
P h ilip  Randolph, o rig in a l advocate of the march, 
W a lte r W hite, the Rev. W illia m  L. lutes, Lester 
B. Granger. P rank R. G'rpsswaith. Layle Lane, 
R ichard Parrish, Dr. Rayford Logan, and Henry 
K . C raft.

T l|e  purpose of the march, according to th is 
fcommittee, is " to  shake up w h ile  America, arbuse 
o ffic ia l W ashington and ga in respect fo r our 
people.”

O rgan iza tion  o f local com m ittees th roughou t the 
country, and especially op the eastern seaboard, 
to re c ru it and reg ister marchers, raise funds 
through tlie  sale of buttons, is already under way. 
Conferences are being hehl th is  week in  Isfpw Y ork , 
Jersey C ity. Newark, T renton, Camden, P hiladel­
ph ia and Baltim ore.

Militant Action Is Necessary
From  the beginning the Socialist W orkers 

P arty  has pointed out tha t figh ting  action is ne­
cessary i f  the Negro people are to w in  a real 
v ic to ry  over lite  practices of J im  Crowism  in  
in d u s try  by tlie  employers and in  the armed forces 
by the government.

We said tha t words alone are not enough. Re­
solutions and telegrams are he lp fu l, le tte rs to 
Congressmen can do no harm, hut i f  you rea lly 
w ant to smash J im  Crowism, i f  you want to w in 
jobs from  the bosses who refuse to h ire  Negroes, 
i f  you w ant to finish segregation in  the arm y and 
navy, you’ve got to fight.

T h a t was w hy we welcomed the series o f a r­
tic les by A. P h ilip  Randolph, beginning last Janu­
ary, in  the Negro press as a possible beginning 
to set the ball ro llin g  in the r ig h t d irection.

Randolph, when he takes tim e out from  his 
reactionary defense of a ll-ou t aid to B rita in , can 
make good sense i f  he wants to. In  these artic les 
fo r the most part tha t is what he did.

He did more than describe (he s itua tion  that 
the Negro finds h im se lf in  today ( “ The whole 
N a tion a l Defense Set-up reeks and s tinks w ith  
race prejudice, ha tred and d isc rim in a tio n ” ).

He also called on die Negroes to organize them ­
selves ( “ power and pressure do not reside in the 
few , the in te llige n ts ia , they, lie in and f lo w  from  
the masses. Power does not even rest w ith  the 
masses as such. Power is the active p rinc ip le  o f 
on ly  (he organized masses, the masses un ited fo r 
a definite- purpose’-').

And he proposed a m arch of 10,000 Negroes 
on W ashington to protest against ex is ting  condi­
tions:

“ Let them swarm from  every ham let, v illage 
and tow n: from  the highways and byways, out 
o f the churches, lodges, homes, schools, m ills , 
mines, factories and fields. Let them come in  
automobiles, buses, tra ins , trucks and on foot. 
Let them come though thé w inds blow and the 
ra ins  beat against them, when die date is set. 
W6 sha ll not call upon our w h ite  friends to march 
w ith  us. There are some th ings Negroes must 
do alone. T h is  is our fight and we must see i t  
through. I f  i t  costs money to finance a m arch on 
W ashington, let Negroes pay fo r it .  I f  any sacri­
fices are to be made fo r Negro r ig h ts  in  national 
defense, le t Negroes make them. I f  Negroes fa il 
th is  chance fo r w ork, fo r freedom and tra in in g , 
i t  may never come again. Let the Negro masses 
speak” !

A Gppd Plpn
Inso fa r as th is  goes, we can only ha il the whole 

plan. A m ilita n t m arch on W ashington, the na­
tiona l cap ita l of J im  Crowism, a march made up 
of thousands of Negroes who w i l l  be able to get 
there on ly because hundreds of thousands of 
others support the march m ora lly  and financ ia lly  
—th is  would rea lly  s tr ik e  fear in to  the hearts 
o f the a d m in is tra tion  and the bosses. I t  would 
rea lly  put a spoke in  t l ie ir  wheel at the tim e 
the y  are sh riek in g  about “ na tional u n ity ”  (a t the 
expense of the w orkers) and tak in g  the last steps 
p r io r  to fu ll en try  in to  the w ar! 11 would give 
a real jo lt  to a ll the propaganda about, a war 
“ fo r democracy,”  put the issue of J im  Crowism 
on the high plane where i( belongs and organize 
the forces fo r a fin ish figh t fo r fu ll social, eco­
nom ic and po litica l equa lity!

C orrectly  carried out dem onstration would 
also establish the Negroes as a force to he 
reckoned w ith  by the conservative leaders of trade 
unions in the A F L  who are g u ilty  of, J im  Crow, 
practices themselves, "and could be used as a 
wedge fo r breaking down bars against hlegro 
membership in those'sections of the labor move­
ment where they s t i l l  exist.

• N or should it be forgotten tha t a correetlv 
carried out struggle of th is  k ind , even if  actively  
supported at the s ta rt by on ly  a m in o rity  of the 
Negro people, would be an in sp ira tion  and a 
source of new hope and courage to m illio ns  of 
other Negroes; would help to deepen and extend 
the local struggles o f the Negroes throughout the 
N o rth ; and would undoubtedly serve to set o ff in  
the d irec tion  of organized struggle m illio ns  of 
Negroes in  the South who are aw a itin g  action 
from  th e ir brothers in  other parts of the country, 
and who need only insp iring , example from  the 
rest, o f the w o rk ing  class to set them in to  action 
on a w ide scale at last.

T ha t is w hy the Socia list W orkers Party, and 
advanced Negro and w h ite  workers everywhere, 
are 10p.% fo r support of an action o f th is  k ind .

B u t to be w o rth y  of support, and to accom­
plish its  ends, the m arcii m ust (1) rea lly  be m il i­
tan t, (2) rea lly  invo lve the masses, and (3) be 
based on the proper set of demands.

(Continued next week)

B y Q U EBR AC H O

BUENOS AIRES. May 2 (By M a il)— Brazil is counted by 
President Roosevelt among the democracies,- and is formally on 
record as a pillar of “ continental solidarity.”  But woe betide 
Roosevelt if Brazil’s continental solidarity is as fraudulent as its 
democracy under dictator Vargas!

And, as a matter of fact, Vargas’ support of Roosevelt is 
decidedly conditioned by his secret—and not altogether secret— 
sympathy for the Axis powers.

The real situation in Brazil is worth describing, for Brazil 
is scarcely a negligible factor in the world scales.

Brazil is the most populous of the Latin American countries, 
having 15 m illion - inhab itan ts  i. 
a te rr ito ry  la rger than that of lh>
United ' States. T h is  te rr ito ry  
moreover, is one of the riches: 
in L a tin  America.

I t  produces tw o-th irds  of t in  
w o rld ’s coffee, the greatest pari 
of wh ich is consumed in  the U n it 
ed States. I t  produces great quan 
tit le s  of sugar, cocoa, rice, cot­
ton, tobacco, yerba mate (a bever­
age much used here), tim ber, ve 
getable oils, meal and in du s tria l 
diamonds. The great iro n  mines 
of B raz il produce h igher grade 
ore than any known. I t  also pos­
sesses coal mines, a lthough not 
of h igh  qua lity . I t  p rac tica lly  
lacks petroleum, at least any that 
is exploited, bu t on the other 
hand produces considerable m an­
ganese.

H a lf the population is composed
of Negroes, Ind ians, m ulattoes

ate, ow ing to the great European 
im m igra tion .

The semi-colonial character of 
the coun try ’s economy is ind ica t­
ed by the enormous investm ents 
of the great im p e ria lis t powers. 
F irs t comes B rita in , whose invest­
ments reached, in  1938, the sum 
of 262 m illio n s  of pounds sterling . 
W all S treet’s investm ent that 
same year arose to $550 m illions, 
w h ile  those fro m , other nations 
am ount to 150 m illio n s  o f pounds 
s terling .

F ront the foundation of the B ra­
z ilian  republic, in  1889, the coun­
try  was governed by the coffee- 
p lan ta tion  o ligarchy, d ire c tly  tied 
to B r it is h  capita l. Recently, in 
1930, as a resu lt of the cris is  i l l  
coffee exports w h ich  brought the 
collapse of B raz ilian  economy, a 
coa lition  of southern and northern  
states, headed by G etulio Vargas,

and mestizos (m ixed blood): these who represented the cattle  in ter- 
are p a rtic u la r ly  concentrated in  ests of R io Grande Do Sul, took 
the center of the country. In the contro l by force of arms. In  tha t 
southern states wh ites predomin- j strugg le the Vargas-led forces ap-1

Siqueiros, Assassin Of Harte. 
Jumps His Bail In Mexico City

MEXICO City, May 5— Less than a month after he was 
freed on bail. David, Alfaro Siqueiros, leader of the May 24, 1940 
attack on the Trotsky house has jumped his bail. Reports to the 
press say that he has flown by airplane to Ilabana. Cuba.

For more than a week preceding his flight, the newspapers 
carried daily stories about his preparations to leave Mexico. He 
openly arranged his passports and documents in spite of the 
publicity that each step received in the press. Each governmental, 
agency pretended to know nothing about his legal position, there­
by making his flight easy and giving it an aspect of “legal il- 

' legality.” For although legally Siqueiros iyas not supposed to 
even leave the Federal District, he left Mexico with all his docu­
ments in order.

To this date, nothing has been done to extradite him “from 
I Cuba. The court insists that it must wait two weeks before doing 

anything; until then it (joes not “know officially’’ that he has fled.
I This procedure only terminates with fitting cynicism the scand­

alous story of the QPU Colonel’s escape from all punishment for 
tijc attempted miirfier o,f Leop Trptpky and the actual murder of 
Robert Sheldpit Harte, Trotsky’s young secretary-guard.

peared w ith  ce rta in  libe ra l as­
pects. Nor was the in fluence of 
N o rth  A m erican cap ita l absent 
from  the picture. >.'

Vargas soon repudiated the l i ­
beral aspects of the movement 
w h ich brought h im  to power and 
governed as a d ic ta to r u n t il 1934, 
When a new cons titu tion  went 
in to  effect —  but. the most ele­
m entary r ig h ts  proclaim ed by 
the con s titu tion  were vio lated j

from  the firs t by laws lik e  that 
on the S ecurity of the Slate and 
others,, adopted so th a t Vargas 
could repress the grow ing pop­
u la r discontent.

T ILE  S T A L IN IS T S  TH R O W  
A W A Y  T H E  R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  
OPPORTUNITY 

T hat popular discontent, u n fo r­
tunate ly , was not channelized by 
the revo lu tiona ry  p ro le ta rian

(¿•movement. S ta lin ism , which had 
made considerable gains th rough­
out B raz il, and w hich the B ra z il­
ian w o rk in g  class, l i t t le  experi­
enced in  po litics, believed to be 
the tru e  expression of the October 
Revolution, destroyed the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  opportun ity . I t  was in 
B raz il th a t the S ta lin is ts  formed 
the firs t Popular F ron t in  (he 
W estern Hemisphere.

I t  was called the N ational L i ­
beration A lliance  and was headed 
by L u is  Carlos Prestes, who had 
been one of (he chiefs of the V ar­
gas movement in  1930. Some tim e 
afterw ard, having made a t r ip  to 
Moscow, he became a S ta lin is t. In 
November, 1935, the N ationa l L i­
beration A lliance launched a m ili 
(a ry  adven tu ris t blow in  Recife 
and R io de Janeiro, wh ich, lack­
in g  the necessary popular support 
w h ich i t  had fa iled to prepare, 
was b ru ta lly  crushed.

T ha t brought an end to the 1931 
C onstitu tion  and the establish­
ment of the bloodiest d ic ta torsh ip  
tha t B raz il has yet known.

Meanwhile, as a counterweight 
to the developments on the le ft, 

.there had been fo rm ing  an im ­
po rtan t fascist movement, the In ­
teg ra lis ta  pa rty , headed by P lin io  
Salgado an il closely connected 
w ith  Germany and Ita ly . Vargas 
s k il l fu l ly  used the fascists to 
prop up his government. La te r he 
smashed the In teg ra lis ta , ja ilin g  
Us leaders.

That, scarcely meant, however, 
tha t Vargas was becoming a do-

W all Street Mourns: White C o lla r 
Workers Are Going In to  The Factories

It used to be that a man thought he was climbing a rung up 
lhe ladder i f  lie could put aside overalls and a factory job and 
get a white collar job where he wouldn’t get his hands dirt)-. But 
not any more!

I t ’s the oilier way around now, with white collar men leav­
ing flunkey “ posts”  in banks, insurance companies and brokerage 
houses, and going into the factories.

This extremely interesting fact is testified to.by no less an 
authority than the W all Street Journal, which cafrie to this con­
clusion on the basis of a n a t io n a l ------------------------------------------------------
survey, reported in  its  May 12 
issue.

The Journal  m o u rn fu lly  com­
pla ins tha t a shortage of w h ite  
collar workers in Ihe “ lower in ­
come brackets”  —  a nice way of 
saying low-pay — is g row ing more 
and more serious, as w h ite  co lla r 
workers seek higher wages in  the 
m anufacturing  industries.

The Journa l  cites the example 
o f page boys and messengers in 
New Y ork banks, who have been 
q u itt in g  jobs paying around $750 
a year to go in to  factories and

earn as much as $2,000 “ m aking 
eve ry th ing  from  shoes to tanks.”  
The d ra ft has of course also been 
a factor, but the m ain w o rry  of 
large employers of w h ite  collar 
workers, the Journal  makes clear, 
is the h igher wages paid on fac­
to ry  jobs.

W O R KERS C A N  M A R R Y  N O W
In  H a rtfo rd , Connecticut, the 

W all Street Journal survey noted, 
m any vacancies in  w h ite  co llar 
jobs have been created by women 
leaving the jobs upon m arriage, 
the increase in weddings being

a ttribu ted  to h igher wages paid to 
men workers in  the w ar indus­
tries. Behind th is  sim ple fact one 
sees the" tragedy of the depression 
generation, unable fo r years to 
m a rry  —  u n til now the w ar boom 
offers them  a precarious qppqr- 
tu n ity .

W hat the W all Street Journal  
passes over in  silence is the s im ­
ple question: W hy have w h ite  col­
la r  workers in  W all S treet been 
ge tting  $750 a year, and the same 
workers, w ith  com parative ly l i t ­
tle tra in in g , can get $2,000 a year 
as factory workers?

U N IO N S  E X P L A IN  C H A N G E
The answer to tha t question ex­

plains why the w hite co lla r w o rk ­
er no longer appears, e ithe r to 
h in tse lf or to the factory Worker, 
as a step up the ladder. The CIO, 
now nearly five m illio n  strong, 
has changed the status of' the fac­
to ry  worker, 'l'he' organized fac­
to ry  w orker, protected against 
the bosses by his collective 
strength, has not on ly won wage 
raises, but has also changed the 
conditions under w h ich he works.

\ \ ’alter Duranty, "unofficial”  mouthpiece for the-Kremlin 
for many years, says “ the true answer”  which explains Stalin’s 
assumption of the premiership of the USSR is “ that the Soviet 
Union is about to take a step so grave and important that Mr. 
Stalin's (personal prestige must become directly involved, not 
only as the real hpad of the State, which lie surely is, but as the 
titu lar President of the Council of Commissars.”

And that step, says Duranty, in a North American News­
paper Alliance dispatch published in the May 8 New York Times 
is toward the Axis.

Duranty says it may actually he "jo in ing the Berlin-Rome- 
Tokyo A x is . T h a t would be a big 
and defin ite  step, and i t  is pos­
sible the  Russians w i l l  do- it .  I 
did not th in k  so a w h ile  back, but 
i t  is possible.

S T A L E ’S “ P E R S IA N  L A M B ”
“ W ha t seems m ore lik e ly  to 

happen,”  says D u ran ty , “ is  some 
new agreem ent by Russia w ith  
Germany and T u rkey . N o t w ho lly  
a t T u rk e y ’s expense. N o t a pa r­
t it io n  o f T u rkey , as Poland was 
cu t in  tw a in , b u t a Turk ish -R us- 
sian-Germ an accord fo r  Ger­
m any’s im media to advantage,
w ith  perhaps some wool o f f  the  
Persian lam b as a hot:,is fo r  the 
Soviet U n ion .”

Needless-to say, D u ra n ty ’s cyn­
ica l d ispatch has no t evoked a 
word o f com m ent in the Com­
m un is t P a r ty ’s D a ily  W orker. 
The la s t th in g  those h ire ling s ' 
who e d it th a t paper w i l l  w r ite  
about on th e ir  own hook is S ta l­
in ’s fo re ign  po licy, The on ly 
th ings  the D a ily  W orke r p rin ts  
on th a t subject a rc  cables fron t 
Moscow and careftH paraphrases 
o f those cables.

D u ra n ty ’s a u th o r ity  to speak 
on such m atte rs  has been a tte s t­
ed to on more than one occasion 
by the S ta lin is t press.

T h e y  e n d o r s e d  d u r a n t y
La s t January, when the New 

Y ork  Tim es and o ther papers an­
nounced they  were abandoning 
m a in ta in in g  correspondents in 
Moscow, because the censorship 
b lackout there  was m aking i t  im ­
possible to send an y th in g  except 
governm ent handouts, W a lte r 
D u ra n ty  was rushed in to  the 
breach a fte r  a long silence on his 
pa rt. B eg inn ing  January 22nd a 
number o f his dispatches ap­
peared in the New Y o rk  Times.

Upon the pub lica tion  o f the 
f irs t  o f D u ra n ty ’s dispatches, the 
D a ily  W orke r published a t r iu m ­
phant ed ito ria l d e c l a r i n g .  
“ There ’s news from  Russia fo r  
those who w an t i t . ”  and adducing 
D u ra n ty ’s dispatch as proof.

B u t a fte r  a few, D u ra n ty ’s d is­
patches suddenly ceased com ing 
out o f Moscow. The next news o f 
D u ra n ty  is the present dispatch 
datelined fro m  Tokyo.

W hite  co lla r workers used to 
enjoy ce rta in  am enities in con­
tras t to the w o rk in g  conditions 
of factory workers. Since employ­
ers and executives generally w ork 
ed in  the same offices, a ir, lig h t 
and san ita ry  conditions were 
much better lo r  w h ite  co lla r 
workers Ilian  in  factories. In  ad 
d itio n  there were the sm all p o li­
tenesses o f office l i fe —being called 
M r. or Miss, being ordered about 
fa ir ly  po lite ly , etc, — as contrast­
ed to the unvarnished b ru ta lity  
of the superintendents and fore­
men in  a factory job.

B u t those contrasts between a 
w h ite  co lla r and a factory job 
have vanished wherever the fac­
to ry  workers have organized and 
won union conditions. Npw i t ’s 
the o ther way around. The union 
man in  the factory can te ll the 
forem an where to get off, stands 
oil his r ig h ts  and .knows the un­
ion is behind him , w h ile  the un 
organized w h ite  co lla r man looks 
and feels lik e  a flunkey.

Some w h ite  co lla r groups, not 
ab ly  in  the insurance field, have 
followed in  the footsteps of the 
factory workers and have success­
fu l ly  organized and secured union 
contracts, but in  general i t  re­
mains true  tha t the w h ite  col la”  
m ail is in  no sense as organizable 
as the fac to ry  worker.

W O R K IN G  CLASS GROWS
W here the W a ll Street Journal  

| m ourns, the class-conscious work 
j er may well rejoice. We ran be 

sure (ha t the young men who have 
(lie  in it ia t iv e  to q u it flunkey ing  
in  banks and brokerage bouses to 

I become in d u s tria l pro le tarians, 
leave behind them the petty-bour­
geois illus ions of the usual w h ite  

I co lla r types, and w il l  make good

union men. They swell the to ta l 
num ber of the in d u s tria l pro le ta­
r ia t  —  and tha t's  a good th ing  
fo r the fu tu re  of the revo lu tion ­
a ry  movement. “ We arc many 
they are few;”  becomes s t i l l  more 
true. T h a t’s one good consequence 
of th is  w ar boom!

Profit Increases 
To Outstrip Wages

“A conservative estimate of 
the amount of increased wages

- i  , * ■
during the coming year that 
will result from the increases 
made in the first four months 
of 1941 by the CIO adds up to 
S380 million,’’ reports the lat­
est CIO ECONOMIC OUT­
LOOK.

The OUTLOOK warns, how­
ever, that “these wage in­
creases will have to be defend­
ed against encroachment on 
several fronts. Two of the 
most important, ones are ris­
ing cost, of living and increased 
consumer taxation.” '<

In addition, profits and pro­
duction have far outstripped 
wage advances in proportional 
gains.

The OUTLOOK reports: “A 
tabulation of the profits for 
345 leading corporations, pre­
pared by the National City 
Bank, showed an increase of 
171/2% in the fjxst quarter of 
1941, over 1910,”
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mocrat. In  1937, a fte r suppress­
in g  an a ltem pt at a presidentia l 
election, Vargas procla im ed the 
“ New Stale,”  suppressing p a rlia ­
ment, and establishing a regime 
tha t was noted w ith  considerable 
a larm  in W ashington and much 
jo y  in  B e rlin  and Rome as the 
firs t advance o f to ta lita ria n ism  in 
South America.

V A R G A S  SERVES 
W A L L  S T R E E T  —
AS LO NG  AS H E  M U S T

Nevertheless, since then Vargas, 
despite his secret sympathies fo r 
the Axis, has been obliged to 
re trea t under the pressure of 
Anglo-U. S. interests, w h ich  are 
dom inant in B raz il. The firs t step 
in  his re trea t was to include in 
his cabinet, as Fore ign M in is ter, 
Olsvaldo A ran lia , then Ambassa­
dor in  W ashington and a n o to ri­
ous agent of W all Street. He com­
pleted his re trea t by s ign ing  a 
commercial trea ty  w ith  the United 
States which provided i t  w ith  the 
preponderance against the compe­
t it io n  of Nazi ba rte r and compen­
sated m arks.

Since then Vargas lias sought 
to s tr ik e  a balance between the 
con flic tin g  im p e ria lis t powers, a l­
ways p lay ing  safe enough to re­
main in  power ;— he lias asp ira­
tions to be B ra z il’s ru le r fo r  life  
In  his cabinet there are repres 
entatives of W all Street and re ­
presentatives o f the a rm y who 
are openly pro-Nazi in  inc lina tion . 
He is praised by the fascist press 
in  Buenos A ires, and from  tiiiu  
to tim e  lie makes a speech which 
indicates h is own in c lin a tio n  to­
ward (lie  to ta lita r ia n  powers.

B ut under Anglo-U. S. pressure 
he finds h im se lf obliged to eolla 
borate in  the con tinenta l plans 
o f W a ll Street.

On the basis of loans from  the 
U. S. E xpo rt and Im p o rt Bank 
he has succeeded in  g iv in g  a con 
siderable im pulse (o the sulerur- 
(lira - industry,  keystone of the not 
able development which B raz ilian  
in d u s try  is now experiencing and 
w h ich  is g iv in g  it. the firs t place 
ir. South Am erica, even ahead of 
A rgentina. W ith  th is  economic 
base Vargas lias asp ira tions for 
hegemony over the South A m e ri­
can con tinent— aspira tions which 
at bottom, are fomented by the 
United States as a fo rm  of pres­
sure 011 A rgen tina  and to m ain­
ta in  in te r-coun try  tension which 
favors Yankee plans fo r dom i­
na tion  of these countries.

The Vargas regime lias not suc­
ceeded in  the least in be tte ring  
the condition of the miserable 
masses of B raz il, almost i l l i t e r ­
ate and broken by hunger and the 
ravages of m a la ria  and syph ilis . 
The s itua tion  of the masses has 
worsened despite the expansion of 
B ra z ilia n  economy. That is why 
Vargas finds i l  necessary to ru le 
by the m ost, b ru ta l d ic ta to ria l 
methods.

A ll th is , of course, is concealed 
from  the people of t lie  United 
States by your Roosevelt and 
your press, wh ich is wooing V a r­
gas, B ut Vargas keeps an eye 
on events, ready to o ffe r h im se lf 
to whichever m aster fina lly  
tr ium phs in  the w orld  struggle.

British. Workers 
Can Lead Way To 
World Revolution

By JA C K  W E B E R
Recently the C h itrch ’.ll. governm ent gave cer­

ta in  German and A us tria n  a n tiN a z is  in England 
perm ission to publish a newspaper in German 
called Die Zeitvng, The B rit is h  socia list weekly 
Tribune  ha ils th is  as a great step fo rw ard :

“ Obviously the establishm ent of sucli a paper 
is the firs t step to securing u n ity  among the an ti- 
Nazi Germans; obviously it may in tim e lpad 
to the fo rm ation  of tha t body fo r w h ich ha lf the 
world, and ha lf Germany, is w a ilin g  —r the free 
German legion (the Ueichsbanner, i f  you pre fer 
the name). It may mean tha t th is  governm ent 
lias at last, realized the need fo r which the Tribune  
lias ccaselessl^ clamored —  the need fo r the o r­
ganization of revo lu tion against H it le r ."

These B r it is h  socialists are in  favor of a v io ­
lent revo lu tion  —  in  Germany.

The most certa in  way to prevent any German 
revo lu tion  against H it le r  is th is  way of the B r it ­
ish socialists. The organization of that revo lu tion  
is, according to them, to be the task —  of the 
tor.v C h u rch ill! For whose benefit would C h u rch ill 
aid in organ iz ing such a revo lu tion? For the ben­
efit of the German w o rk ing  class? No, on jy  fo r 
B r it is h  im peria lism .

These socia list lackeys not on ly serve th e ir  
own B r it is h  im peria lism  by d irec t support of 
C hurch ill. They serve German im peria lism  —  
tha t is, im peria lism  in  general — by d r iv in g  the 
German workers in to  the arm s of H it le r  who con­
tin u a lly  po in ts to the u n ity  o f tiie  Eng lish w o rk ­
ers w ith  the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  against Germany. 
As i f  to de libera te ly give to H it le r  a crow ning 
argum ent, they assign to C h urch ill the task o f 
b rin g in g  about the German revo lu tion.

W hat example do these socialists o ffe r the 
German workers by th e ir  own a ttitu d e  to B r it is h  
cap ita lism  and the Eng lish  revo lu tion? T h e ir job 
in the war is to keep the B r it is h  workers in  pas­
sive dependence on the bosses and to hold out, 
illu so ry  promises fo r the fu tu re . Not on ly m ust 
the German workers re ly  on the C h u rch ill gov­
ernment, but n a tu ra lly  the B r it is h  w orkers m ust 
do tiie  same. T ha t is tire iro n  logic o f the T r i ­
bune's support o f the war. The masses, l iv in g  
wre tched ly like  ancient cave-dwellers, are at best 
perm itted f it fu l dreams of the peace to come.

Pie In The Sky By And By
So the Tribune  goes through the m otions of 

p repa ring  lo  accomplish som ething —  la te r on! 
I t  presents the La sk i plan as a solution fo r the 
E ng lish workers. T h is  plan is a watered-down 
version of the He Man plan put fprvvard by the 
leader of the Belgian socialists before he sold out 
to the Nazis. I ts  seven po in ts call in  the most 
ancient re fo rm is t sty le  fo r na tiona liza tion  o f the 
banks, the ra ilroads. The mines. It. says no th ing  
about the b ig  industries. Above a ll it  says noth­
in g  about w orkers ’ contro l. W hatever is to be 
nationalized is to be ru n  by the bourgeois gov­
ernment.

The plan is intended not to set the w o rker»  
in m otion against the cap ita lis ts, not. to b ring  
about a real, revo lu tiona ry  class strugg le fo r so­
cia lism , but on the con tra ry  to bead o ff and 
d ive rt such a strugg le in to  re fo rm is t channels. 
T h is  is not our in te rp re ta tio n ; i t  is p la in ly  stated. 
Here is what Baski says:

“ I f  we cannot settle now the lines upon w hich 
we meet these problems (o f peace), we sha ll be 
f ig h tin g  aga inst them  a fte r  the w a r— a new and 
b itte r  ba ttle  of P riv ilege  against the People. That 
w i l l  mean tha t a ll the sacrifices o f w ar w i l l  again 
have been made in  vain. V ic to ry  w i l l  have been 
made em pty and sterile . In  a ll p robab ility , i t  
w ill mean a rapid d r i f t  here to revo lu tion . We 
say tha t th is  is unnecessary. We say tha t the 
governm ent owes i t  to the people of, th is  cou n try  
to prevent it .  We ask tha t the Labor P arty  talte 
the lead now in safeguard ing the com m un ity  
aga inst a danger th a t w ill never be fo rg iven  its  
leaders i f  they a llow  !t to occur. They know tha t 
a ll Europe w a its  upon a B r it is h  lead.’ ’

W hat is Harold Laski here, but the agent of 
bourgeois, respectable England in  the ranks of 
the Labor Party. The form  of pressure he applies 
to a supine leadership has as its  a im  b a lk in g  the 
real w il l of the p ro le ta ria t. H is  example to the 
European p ro le ta ria t is to be the preservation 
of pa rliam en ta ry  democracy in  post-war England.

British Workers Can Lead The Way
I t  is perfectly true  tha t the rest of Europe 

w aits on the actions of the E ng lish  p ro le ta ria t. 
But i f  the Eng lish  workers wish to see the Ger­
man p ro le ta ria t overth row  H it le r  in  a revo lu tion , 
then they  can help by se ttin g  the example a t 
home. Far from  leaving it  to C h urch ill to aid the 
German revo lu tion, the E ng lish p ro le ta ria t m ust 
perform  th is  duty. To do so they must take over 
the power theipsoives, they m ust snatch i tS tu t  
o* (ho bands o f the reactionary Q liu rch ills . The 
German revo lu tion  waits, in  th is  sense, on the 
Eng lish revo lu tion.

By th e ir  po licy of u n ify  w ith  the to ry  gov­
ernment and w ith  the "dem ocratic”  im peria lis ts , 
the English socialists place the greatest obstacle 
in the path o f the German and the European 
workers. When Lask i says that the Labor P a rty  
leaders w il l  never be fo rg iven  i f  they do no t help 
to stave o ff  revolutions, lie means tha t they w i l l  
never be fo rg iven by the cap ita lis t class. The 
workers in any case w il l  never forg ive these mis- 
leatjers w ljo  bound them to the w ar machine.

Nor w ill the cap ita lis ts  be able to do much 
fo rg iv in g  in  th is  w ar or a fter. For they w il l  
be driven to break the “ truce”  w ith  labor and 
to ru le  w ith  an iron fist as soon as the workers 
come to realize tl|e  sheer fake ry  o f the Laskis and 
(he Bevins and Jhe M orrisons. Out of the w ar 
can come not a new anjl better lire  fo r the masses, 
but the most catastrophic worsening of the stand­
ards o f liv in g . I f  rea l barbarism  is to be avoided, 
then the workers must pitsji aside the B r it is h  
socialists and take' the power by revo lu tion , not 
a fte r the war, but at once.

FDR's Brazilian “Ally”
Dictator Vargas Waits And Hopes That Hitler W ill Win

Duranty Thinks That Stalin 
Will Sign New Hitler 
Pac t- - -Maybe Join Axis
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PROGRAM FOR TODAY'S FIGHT
1. No union fig-leaves for govern­

ment strikebreaking. Demand that trade 
union officials resign from all posts in the 
government, including the OPM and the 
National Mediation Board.

2. Organize the picket lines for all- 
out militant defense against the thuggery 
of company hoodlums and government 
cops.

3. Organize Union Defense Guards 
to protect the picket lines and union halls 
against ‘law and order committees,’ and 
all other anti-labor bands.

> 4. Call an immediate halt to all acts 
of hostility between the AFL and CIO 
which serve the bosses’ strikebreaking.

5. Demand the unification of the 
AFL and CIO on ihe basis of preserving 
and extending the industrial form of or­
ganization.

6. Independent working class politic­
al action. Build ail Independent Labor 
Party.

7. Expropriate the war industries 
and operate them under workers’ control.

8. For a rising scale of wages to meet 
the rising cost of living.

That A FL President
W illiam  Green last week self-righteously in­

formed the House Judiciary Committee that the 
CIO is responsible for over 90 per cent of the re­
cent strikes in the war industries, lie  thought he 
was voicing a denunciation of the CIO. He was 
really making public his own bankruptcy and 
treachery as a trade union official.

Before his latest blow-off against m ilitant 
labor action and the CIO, the A L L  President 
should have got together with the editors of the 
American Federation of Labor's, Labor’s M onthly  
Survey'. A t least, he should have read the latest 
Survey (released A pril 30):

"Nearly 1,000,000 wage earners in manufactur­
ing and building have received wage increases in 
the first four months of 1941. These increases var­
ied in general from 5 to 10c or more per hour,” 
says the AFL. Survey.

This statement, to be more accurate, should 
have read, "Nearly 1,000,000 CIO wage earn­
e rs .. .  "  To be strictly accurate it should have 
read, “ Nearly 2,000,000 CIO m em bers ..."

Some 600,000 steel workers won 10c an hour 
raises, thanks to the Steel Workers Organizing 
Committee (CIO). Over 400,000 soft coal miners, 
members of the United Mine Workers (CIO ), won 
$1 a day pay boost. Hundreds of thousands of in­
dustrial workers and CIO unionists in the textile, 
aircraft, chemical, electrical and radio, machine 
tool, aluminum, farm equipment and other vita l 
industries have won higher wages.

The Survey statement continues: "Several hun­
dred thousand also won vacations with pay for the 
first tim e . . . ”

Here again, this nameless "several hundred 
thousand”  arc CIO. men, notably the soft coal 
miners. The miners gained their increases and paid 
vacations after a 28-day strike which Green deeply 
"deplores."

Indeed, none of the improved benefits gained 
by these CIO workers in the past four months 
came as gifts from the employers. They were won 
on the picket lines in a tremendous strike wave or 
— as in the U.S. Steel settlement—when the work­
ers demonstrated by a strike vote their readiness 
to establish picket lines and slop production i f  the 
employers did not yield.

Green denounces Ihe strikes- But the A FL Sur­
vey says of these strike-won wage-gains:

"Such a lifting  of the American wage level was 
overdue . . .  workers’ wages have not kept pace with 
their power to produce in the last 12 years. Only 
when strong trade unions acted‘over ihe entire na­
tion to organise and demand wage increases have 
workers succeeded in  lifting  their earning power 
closer to their producing power. This happened in 
1937 and again in  1940-41. The wage line (Aver­
age hourly pay) rises sharply in these two periods

‘ when union members pressed for their share of the 
income they produced.”

Let every A F L  member ponder over these 
achievements of the CIO, verified in these “ anony­
mous”  terms by the A FL Survey. Ponder— and ask 
W illiam  Green and his fellow "leaders” :

"And what have you done for American labor, 
W illiam  Green & Co.? How many wage increases 
have you helped negotiate in the last four months? 
How many A FL workers won improved conditions 
by your cowardly surrender of the strike weapon 
and lickspittle fawning before the open-shoppers?”  

Green’s record during the recent strike wave is 
described in one word: strikebreaking. In the re­
cords o f the Ford, International Harvester and a 
half dozen other recent CIO strikes is this inscrip­
tion : "Won despite the scabherding of W illiam  
Green.”

The CIO today is the outstanding organiza­
tion of American labor, so recognized by the press, 
the government, the employers and, above all, by 
the workers.

More and more AFL members have been ask­
ing: Why?

Green himself has just given the answer:
Yes, the CIO has conducted over 90 per cent of 

the recent strikes— and has won over 90 per cent 
of the gains for the American workers in the same 
period.

Democracy Defined
An advisor to the Bank of England and a 

spokesman for the British government, John May­
nard Keynes, last week gave the American press 
an accurate definition of the nature o f "democracy” 
under capitalism.

Asked how the British masses felt toward the 
English system of pay-roll deductions for income 
taxes and forced loans to the government, Keynes 
declared:

"They a ll said they did not like■ it  at first, but 
the main thing is they got used to it. That is the 
keynote of democracy—getting used to it.”  (New 
York Times, May 9-)

“ They a ll”  didn't like it, yet the taxes were 
passed: what, then, happens to the theory that 
“ the w ill o f the people”  prevails in a "democracy” ? 
That theory is revealed by Keynes’ words to be 
just a myth.

What, then, does democracy consist in? “ Get­
ting used to” what is done—that, says Keynes, is 
democracy. And so it  is, this "democracy”  of th<j 
Capitalist system. The government confronts the 
workers with accomplished facts. The “ democracy”  
consists of the workers “ getting used to”  those 
facts. "Democracy” means submission by the mass­
es to the ruling class. Failure to offer violent re­
sistance, "getting used to it,”  become for the rulers 
a vote of consent by the masses.. The token of 
"democracy”  is that the masses, confused and dis­
organized, do not rise in revolt against the gov­
ernment.

And when the masses no longer submit, when 
the workers refuse to “ get used to”  the conditions 
imposed by the ruling class, then what happens to 
"democracy” ? Then the capitalist class w ill re­
nounce "democracy”  and resort to naked violence 
in a last desperate attempt to impose its w ill 
against the majority, "Democracy”  lasts only so 
long as the workers submit.

The Stalin School
The reader of the Stalinist D aily  Worker reads 

one day that a government witness in the’  Bridges 
deportation case is "a Los Angeles Trotskyist.”  
The next day the reader is told that war-monger 
Max Eastman is "a Trotskyist.”  The next day he 
reads that Rudolf Hess (the D aily Worker seems 
annoyed by Hess’ desertion of H itler) was shown 
in tlie Moscow trials to have plotted w ith Trotsky 
to attack the Soviet Union. In addition to this bar­
rage in the D aily  Worker, leaflets are appearing 
which— to quote one issued by the South Jamaica 
(N .Y.) branch o f the Communist Part}'— charge 
that "These Trotskyists are the agents of W all 
Street. . .  Their paper, ‘The M ilitan t,’ pretends to 
fight for the people, but that only is a dodge to 
catch unwary cars so they can bring forth and 
spread their anli-Communist and their vile anti- 
Soviet slanders.”  And so forth and so on.

Upon first coming in contact with this Stalinist 
stream of lies, readers of T H E  M IL IT A N T  find 
it hard to understand how the Stalinist school of 
falsification can hope to get away with it. The lies 
are so easily disproved. For example, our Los 
Angeles organization immediately confronts the 
Stalinists w ith a proposal to submit to an impar­
tia l committee of the labor movement the charge 
that the witness against Bridges is “ a Trotskyist;”  
ihe Stalinists of course dare not agree to appear be­
fore such a committee, anymore than they dared 
agree to meet Trotsky and repeat the Moscow T ria l 
lies before an impartial tribunal. Any politically 
literate person knows that Eastman never was a 
member of the Trotskyist organization and, al­
though sympathetic in the early days, became an 
avowed opponent of Trotskyism at least as early 
as 1933. Everybody knows that the Trotskyists are 
for the defense of the Soviet Union.

Why, then, do the Stalinists fabricate such 
easily-refuted lies? For the simple reason that they 
dare not meet us on the level o f our actual program 
and activities. Our revolutionary policy constitutes 
a damning indictment of the degenerate course of 
Stalinism. And our voice is penetrating more and 
more w ithin the ranks of the Stalinist-controlled 
organizations. Hence the Stalinist parties adopt 
H itle r’s dictum: "the bigger the lie, the more 
people w ill believe it.”  Some o f the mud, they 
hope, w ill stick. Such is the Stalin school of falsi­
fication. Like all reactionary political movements, 
it cannot and dare not be truthful.

The Latest Line Of The 
Stalinist Peace Front
Stalinist "Anti-War" Forces In Britain Are Now Asking For 
A Parliamentary Opposition To Be Drawn From "All Pa rties

The “ People's Convention”  in 
Great B r ita in  is equivalent to the 
Am erican Peace M ob iliza tion  in  
th is  country, th a t is, i t  is  the 
S ta lin is t peace fro n t:  T h a t means 
th a t the People's Convention un­
der the con tro l o f the S ta lin is ts  
fo llows a line  in  harm ony w ith  
S ta lin ’s fo re ign policies. Neverthe­
less a certa in  measure o f adapta­
tio n  to the p a rticu la r s itua tion  ex­
is tin g  in  a country is evident in 
the tactics followed by the S ta lin ­
is t organizations.

A fte r  the S ta lin -H itle r pact the 
S ta lin is ts  in  England, who p r io r  
to the pact had been clam oring 
f o r 'w a r  against H itle r ,  became 
the most vociferous an ti-w a r p ro­
pagandists. A t f irs t they placed 
the blame fo r the w ar exclusive ly 
on B r it is h  im peria lism ; but a fte r 
H it le r  achieved ids v ic to ries  and 
th rew  the fear of the Lo rd  in to  
S ta lin , they discovered th a t H i t ­
le r  also was an im peria lis t.

T lie  E ng lish  workers, con fron t­
ed by a possible invasion of H i t ­
le r ’s arm ies and. facing destruc­
t io n  and death, demand something 
m ore than a re ite ra tio n  of tlie  
phrase tha t th is  is an im p eria lis t 
w a r on both sides. “ T h a t’s true, 
but we don’t  w an t H it le r ”  is  th e ir 
reaction, w h ich  is qu ite  natura l. 
I t  the re fore becomes necessary to 
present a program  w h ich would 
show the E ng lish workers how to 
defeat H it le r  w ith o u t figh ting  fo r 
B r it is h  im peria lism .
A T Y P IC A L  S T A L IN IS T  
B L U R R IN G  O F CLASS 
STR U G G LE

Aware of the mood of the B r it ­
ish w orkers the S ta lin is ts  arc 
m aking  a s h ift  in  th e ir  propa­
ganda and, as is to he expected 
th e ir  s h ift  has no th ing  in  com­
mon w ith  a revo lu tiona ry  ap­
proach. In  a le tte r addressed to 
the members o f P arliam ent (Da i ly  
Worker,  May 7, 1941), by tlie  E x ­
ecutive Committee o f the People’s 
Convention, the S ta lin is t s h ift  is 
ind ica ted as y e l l  as" the grossly

opportun is t character o f the whole 
S ta lin is t approach.

The idea of addressing a le t­
te r  on such an im p o rtan t ques­
tion  as w ar, to  the members o f 
P arliam ent in c lud in g  a ll of the 
reactionary Tories, can come only 
from  people who have absolutely 
no understand ing of the existence 
o f the class struggle. A le tte r ad­
dressed to the Labor P a rty  mem­
bers of P arliam ent would be jus­
tified . F o r then the appeal is 
made to representatives of labor 
and can he u tilized  to mobilize 
tlie  workers to exert pressure on 
th e ir  representatives. A le tte r to 
Labor P a rty  members o f P a rlia ­
m ent would in  re a lity  he a letter 
to the w orkers and would be coni 
p le te ly in  order.

W hat do the S ta lin is ts  propose 
in  th is  le tte r?  The breath-taking 
measure o f “ an effective P a llia  
m en ta ry  opposition w h ich  w ill 
come ou t bo ld ly  in  the interests- 
o f the people.”  T h is  is the Stal 
in is t coun te rfe it in  place of the 
correct demand which should be 
made fo r the Labor P arty  to w ith ­
draw  a ll o f its  members from  the 
government and form ula te  a pro­
gram  on the basis of w h ich a 
strugg le could be made to form  
a Labor government. B ut the 
S ta lin is t leaders, fo llo w in g  t lie ii 
Popular F ro n t line , continue to 
appeal to people o f good w i l l  in 
a ll classes.

“ In  th is  s itua tion ”  asserts the 
le tte r, “ great respons ib ility  rests 
on every member of P arliam ent”  
—  no t exclud ing the Tories. And 
as i f  to make assurance doubly 
sure the appeal specifica lly states 
tha t “ i t  is possible fo r men of 
good w i l l  in  a l l  parties”  to cons­
t itu te  the P arliam enta ry  Opposi­
tion  which the le tte r declares to 
bo essential a t the present mo­
ment.

S T A L IN IS T S  W O U LD  FORM  
H IS  M A J E S T Y ’S O PPO SIT IO N

T h is  P arliam en ta ry  Opposition,

#/

according to the le tte r, would of 
course be H is  M ajesty ’s Loyal Op­
position. T ha t is indicated not 
on ly  by the appeal to members 
o f a ll parties but by the very 
tone o f the le tte r. “ The people 
are increasing ly  uneasy. B ut un­
lik e  ce rta in  friends  of H it le r  in  
high places, they are ne ithe r des­
p a ir in g  nor defeatists.”  T h is  k ind  
of language is used by people who 
arc  anxious to show tha t, i f  on ly  
“ good”  men are placed in  the 
government, eve ry th ing  w i l l  be 
satisfactory.

The S ta lin is t le tte r asks th a t 
the program  of the Peoples' Con­
vention become the basis of the 
P arliam enta ry  Opposition. That 
program  includes tak in g  over the 
banks, land, means of transport, 
arm am ents factories and other 
large industries: th a t is ce rta in ly  
pa rt o f a correct program  —  but 
perverted by the all-class group­
in g  w h ich is supposed to ca rry  
i t  out. The le tte r does no t men­
tion  the essential po in t o f g ran t­
in g  independence to a ll colonies. 
Nevertheless, on the basis o f the 
program  a real struggle fo r power 
could be conducted, provided th a t 
the strugg le would be conducted 
on class lines.

The necessity o f appealing to 
the B r it is h  w orkers on the basis 
of ca rry ing  on a real struggle 
against fascism becomes more 
evident w ith  the passing of each 
day. The S ta lin is t leaders have 
f in a lly  recognized th a t fa c t be­
cause they emphasize, in  th is  le t­
ter, the defense o f the people 
against th e ir  enemies a t home 
and abroad.

B u t since th e ir  approach con­
tinues to be the opportun is t ap­
proach o f the Popular F ron t, the 
S ta lin is ts ’ s h if t  o f po licy w i l l  not 
a id  the B r it is h  w orkers in  find­
in g  the on ly  rea l road to  defeat 
fascism, the road of achieving 
power through the class struggle 
and tu rn in g  the im p e ria lis t w ar 
in to  a w ar fo r  socialism . ’

German Capitalists Are 
Just Like Those In U. S.

Recently published o ffic ia l f ig ­
ures on the 1938 income taxes 
pa id in  G erm any ind ica te how 
fa r  the N az i economic o rder is 
fro m  socialism  and how iden tica l 
i t  is  to  the c a p ita lis t economic 
system th a t the A m erican and 
B r it is h  w o rkers  “ en joy.”

There is l i t t le  wonder th a t the 
N az i o ffic ia ls  d idn ’t  publish these 
figures fo r  three years. They give 
incontestable evidence th a t so fa r  
as the b ig  G erm an cap ita lis ts  and 
in d u s tr ia lis ts  are concerned, it 's  
been “ p ro fits  as usual,”  on ly 
more so-, since H it le r  came to  
power, especially w ith  the  ex­
pansion o f the German w a r in ­
dustries.

On the o ther hand, the w orkers 
and low  income earners are g e t­
t in g  less and less.

The figu res show th a t in  1938 
3,293,000 persons, in  the top  in ­
come brackets, had a to ta l income 
fro m  rents, p ro fits , professional 
services and cap ita l re tu rn s  o f 
20,900,000,000 m arks ($8,360,- 
000,000).

The top s ix  per cent o f th is  
group received 41 per cent o f the 
to ta l income o f the en tire  group. 
Thus some 200,000 ind iv idua ls  re ­
ceived a to ta l income o f app rox­
im a te ly  $3,330,000,000, o r an 
average o f $16,600 a year per 
person.

R IC H  G ET R IC H E R ,
U N D E R  “ N A T IO N A L  
S O C IA L IS M ”

11,666 ind iv idua ls  reported in ­
comes o f over 100,000 m arks 
($40,000). T h is  is seven tim es the 
num ber o f such ind iv idua ls  as in  
1933. The income o f th is  group 
was 13.5 per cent o f the to ta l o f 
a ll taxab le  incomes. In  1933, i t  
was 5.3 pe r cent.

Thus, under H it le r ,  the ve ry  
r ich  have increased th e ir  share 
o f the taxab le  income about 250 
per cent.

Even th is  does n o t show the 
tru e  ex te n t to  w h ich  the  German 
m onopoly cap ita lis ts  have in ­
creased th e ir  w ea lth  under H itle r .  
D avid  M. N icho l, B e rlin  corres­
pondent fo r  the N ew  Y o rk  Post,

w rite s  o f the significance o f these 
figures, in  the M ay 9 Post: 

‘ ‘S ta tis tics  f o r  subsequent

Strike Outfit

T his is M iss Zara duPont, 
f ir s t  cousin to  the “ M erchants 
o f Death,”  the duPont dynasty 
heads, and a Bethlehem Steel 
stockholder. She r e c e n t l y  
storm ed a stockholders meet­
in g  and charged the corpora­
tion  and its  18 officers w ith  
m isusing corpora tion  funds fo r 
an ti- la b o r a c tiv ity , and has 
started  a stockholder’s s u it to 
recover $1,000,000 fo r  “ ille g a l 
and w ro n g fu l”  expenditures. 
Here she is shown w earing  a 
gas mask w h ile  p icke tin g  d u r­
in g  the 1939 seamen’s s tr ike .

years are unavailable, b u t the 
trend  is believed the same. In ­
fo rm ed sources in  B e rlin  have 
spoken o f the developm ent o f 
‘h idden’ m illio na ires  as a resu lt 
o f the trem endous tu rno ve r in 
arm am ent and a llied  industries .”

H IT L E R  RED U C ES T A X E S  
ON T H E  R IC H

N azi Germ any has its  ca p ita lis t 
w a r profiteers, ju s t  as the U n ited  
States and G reat B r ita in .

An example o f how H it le r  has 
no t on ly  n o t d riven  o u t the b ig  
c a p ita lis t and bankers, as he 
prom ised the German masses, bu t 
has helped them  ge t r iche r, is 
shown by the fu r th e r  figures 
th a t the ne t income ta x  ra te  on 
those in  the 100,000 m a rk  o r over 
group was on ly  33.3 pe r cen t in 
1938, as compared w ith  36.1 per 
cent in  1933.

The income ta x  rates on th is  
group are low er than  on the top 
brackets in  the  U n ited  States!

A t  the o ther end o f the  scale 
o f income ta x  payers, those w ith  
incomes o f less tha n  1500 m arks 
received 2.9 pe r cent o f the ta x ­
able income in  1938 in  comparison 
w ith  12.6 p e r cent in  1933. Those 
w ith  incomes o f 1,500 m arks to, 
3,000 m a rks  received 11 pe r cent 
o f the  to ta l taxab le  income in 
1938 as compared w ith  18.3 per 
cent in  1933.

T h is  indicates how m istaken 
were the members o f the low er 
m iddle class o f G erm any who sup­
ported H it le r  to  power in  the be­
l ie f  th a t he would help them 
aga inst the crush ing  dom ination 
o f the b ig  cap ita lis ts . The rich  
ge t r ic h e r and the poor g e t poor­
e r in N azi Germ any, as in  every 
o ther c a p ita lis t coun try .
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Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

Why Is. Stalin Premier Now?
W hy did S ta lin  appo in t h im se lf P rem ier o r C ha ir­

man o f the Council o f Peoples’ Commissars o f the  
USSR?

Form ulating- the question in  th is  m anner brings 
ou t the po in t th a t S ta lin ’s assum ption o f the office 
o f P rem ier is m ore im p o rta n t than  the fa c t th a t 
M olotov was thereby removed fro m  one o f his offices. 
Had someone else displaced M olotov i t  would have 
been the rem oval o f M olotov and no t the fa c t th a t a 
ce rta in  person was substitu ted  fo r  h im  th a t would 
have to  be considered as the im p o rta n t fac to r. A s i t  
is, i t  is S ta lin ’s assum ption o f the office th a t deserves 
the g rea test a tten tion .

N o t one bu t several fac to rs  m ust be taken in to  
consideration to  exp la in  S ta lin ’s decision. There is 
one exp lanation, however, th a t  we sha ll absolute ly 
ignore and th a t is D u ra n ty ’s idea th a t  S ta lin  has o f 
a sudden lo s t his modesty. Since th a t p ro found delver 
in to  the Russian soul makes the sta tem ent th a t S ta lin  
never assumed any office because o f modesty, D u ra n ty  
m ust be saying th a t now S ta lin  has fo r  some reason 
o r o ther divested h im se lf o f th a t modesty.

M any in te rp re t S ta lin ’s move as a purge o f M o l­
otov. T h a t fa c to r cannot be ignored. M o lo tov ’s w ife  
was removed as a candidate on the C e n tra l Com m ittee 
o f the p a r ty  a t the 18th , P a r ty  Conference; th is  
appeared to ind ica te th a t M o lo tov was a lready 
on the  skids. He is s t i l l  Com m issar o f F o re ign  A f ­
fa irs , however, and i f  i t  is  S ta lin ’s in te n tio n  to  p u t 
M olotov where L itv in o v  and V orosh ilov  are a t p re­
sent, i t  w i l l  probably n o t be long before M o lo tov ’s re ­
quest to  be re lieved o f th a t office on the ground o f 
i l l  health o r some o ther reason w i l l  be presented to  
S ta lin  who w i l l  ve ry  g rac ious ly  g ra n t th a t request. 
B ut, w h ile  the desire to  remove M olo tov m ay be a 
fa c to r, i t  does no t in  the least exp la in  w h y  S ta lin  
should no t have appointed someone else instead o f 
ap po in tin g  him self..

A nd  i f  the K re m lin  au tocra t has decided to discard 
M olotov, i t  m ust in a ll p ro b a b ility  also mean th a t he 
has decided to  change the po licy  w ith  w h ich  M olotov 
has been connected, ju s t  as his rem oval o f L itv in o v  
was m eant to- announce a change fro m  the po licy o f 
co llective security . W h a t new p o licy  can he have in  
m ind? E ith e r to  th ro w  in his lo t  w ith  the dem ocratic 
im p e ria lis ts  o r else to  becomo p a r t  o f the  A x is . B u t 

• the la tte r  course would n o t constitu te  a change o f 
p o licy  o f such a na tu re  as to demand 'th e  rem oval 
o f M olotov. I t  w ould on ly  be an extension o f the 
p o licy  fo llow ed since the S ta lin -H itle r  pact. O n ly  a 
decision to jo in  the democracies could exp la in  the re ­
m oval o f M o lo tov i f  a change in  po licy  was w ha t 
determ ined th a t rem oval. A fid  such a change is ha rd ­
ly  probable a t th is  tim e  when H it le r  is s t i l l  r id in g  
h igh .

A New Agreement With Hitler
A no the r agreem ent between S ta lin  and H it le r  

seems to  be in  the cards, an agreem ent whereby H i t ­
le r, as D u ra n ty  cyn ica lly  pu ts it ,  w ould g ive S ta lih  
some wool o f f  the  backs o f the Persian lam bs and 
take a ll o f  the M iddle E ast fo r  h im se lf. Ju s t as S ta lin  
received p a r t o f Poland, the B a ltic  countries, p a r t o f 
Rum ania and o f F in land, so would H it le r  g ive  h im  
som eth ing o f Ira n  o r A fg h a n is ta n  o r some o ther con­
cession in  re tu rn  fo r  a fre e  hand in the N ear and 
M iddle East.

B u t even i f  S ta lin  intends to change his po licy  
M olo tov could be removed and someone else placed in  
h is position. F u rthe rm o re  M olo tov w ou ld  then also- 
be removed as Fore ign Commissar. Can i t  be th a t 
S ta lin  has appointed h im se lf because, hav ing  k ille d  
o f f  every able person he lias no one to take Mo-lotov’s 
place? T h a t would h a rd ly  be a rea l obstacle, fo r  he 
could find some puppet to replace M olotov ju s t as he 
found puppets to  replace people more capable than 
M olotov. S ta lin  does not demand a b ilitie s  bu t a w i l l ­
ingness to  take orders.

' I t  would seem, then, th a t ne ithe r his desire to  re ­
move M o lo tov  no r his in te n tio n  to a lte r  his course 
could exp la in  the fa c t th a t S ta lin  appointed- h im se lf 
as P rem ier. C e rta in ly  they are no t p r im a ry  fac to rs  
in  S ta lin ’s la te s t step.

I t  m ust be taken fo r  g ran ted  th a t S ta lin ’s ap­
po in tm ent o f h im se lf indicates the existence o f a ser­
ious s itua tion  confronting- the Soviet bureaucracy, 
both in te rn a lly  and fo re ign . Even though everyone 
knows th a t im p o rta n t decisions are made o n ly  by 
S ta lin , S ta lin ’s fo rm u la  has been to blame bad con­
d itions  no t on the policies bu t on th e ir  execution. In  
a ve ry  serious s itu a tio n  the  bureaucracy would w a n t 
to  create the im pression tha t the g re a t S ta lin  h im se lf 
is  now go ing to p a rtic ip a te  ac tive ly  in  carrying- ou t 
decisions. I t  m ay also be argued th a t, now th a t  S ta lin  
is o ff ic ia lly  p a r t  o f the governm ent, decisions -will be 
a rrived  a t m ore q u ick ly  and the seriousness o f the  
s itua tion  demands qu ick decisions.

Stalin's Personal Character
N o r caij the personal fa c to r be ignored. I t  is w o rth  

no tin g  th a t S ta lin  has played qu ite  an open ro le both 
in  the pact w ith  H it le r  and more so in  the  pact w ith  
M atsuoka. The idea o f p la y in g  a ro le  s im ila r  to  th a t  
o f  H it le r  and M usso lin i m ust have come to h im  m any 
tim es. W h ile  m a n ip u la tin g  behind the scenes is m ore 
in  keeping w ith  S ta lin ’s character, the m ore open 
p a r t played by his fe llow -d ic ta to rs  has its  advantages. 
‘H ie  stage m ay ve ry  w e ll be in the process o f p repa ra­
t io n  fo r  P rem ie r S ta lin  to m eet Chancellor H it le r .

Aside fro m  S ta lin ’s m otives in  ta k in g  the step th a t  
he did, i t  is air in d ica tion  th a t t lie  C om m unist P a r ty  
no longer exists in  the sense o f its  being a l iv in g  and 
fu n c tio n in g  ins trum en t. I t  is tru e  th a t Len in  also 
occupied the position  o f Chairm an o f the Council o f 
Peoples’ Com m issars a t the tim e when the p a r ty  was 
eve ry th in g  in the Soviet U n ion. B u t w hen one takes 
in to  consideration w h a t has happened to the  p a r ty  
since S ta lin  came to power, one m ust conclude th a t 
S ta lin  sees no sense in  being the head o f an organ­
iza tion  th a t has no l i fe  in  it .  A s P rem ie r he becomes 
t lie  o ff ic ia l head o f the bureaucra tic  caste w h ich  in  
re a lity  lias a ll the power th a t  the p a r ty  once had. 
A f te r  S ta lin  g o t r id  o f t lie  p a r ty  he became P rem ier.

He thus stepped in to  the office th a t Len in  once 
held. A nd  by do ing so makes i t  m ore clear than ever 
th a t his ro le  is d ire c tly  co n tra ry  to  th a t o f Lenin.


