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UNDECLARED WAR ABOUT TO START
Newark Workers 
Vote This W eek
Militant Negro and White Unionists Should 
Vote For Breitman and Bill Bohannan

George Breitman, candidate 
of the Socialist Workers Party 
for C ity  Commissioner in the 
Newark election May 13, an­
nounced this week that the 
S.W.P. has also endorsed W il­
liam E. Bohannan, the only 
member of the CIO who is a 
candidate and the only Negro 
candidate running on a labor 
platform.

Bohannan, a (Vigorous fighter 
against all forms of Jim Crow- 
ism, has chosen as his slogan 
“ Make Newark a 100% Union 
Town.”  Bohannan feels that 
this slogan best sums up the 
im m edia te needs o f a ll the w o rk ­
ers, both colored and w h ite .

In  add ition  Bohannan has 
sponsored in  his e lection the 
“ Bohannan Equal B igh ts  B ills ,”  
w h ich  have already been en­
dorsed by the G reate r N ew ark  
In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council o f the 
CIO. These b ills  would pledge 
the C ity  Commission to  refuse 
to  buy o r con trac t a n y th in g  
from  any firm s th a t d isc rim in ­
ated aga inst Negroes in  th e ir  
em ploym ent policies and would 
make punishable by a fine o f 
from  $500 to  $2,500 the owners 
o f any restauran ts, theaters or 
o ther pub lic  places which were 
g u ilty  o f d isc rim in a tio n  be­
cause o f race o r color.

Bohannan has been endorsed by 
a num ber o f trade unions and 
N egro  organ izations and is being 
backed by a Com m ittee o f 100 
trade  un ion is ts  o f both the A F L  
and CIO.

D ra w in g  fo r  places on the v o t­
in g  machines la s t week p u t B re it-  
■man on the top row , as num ber 
A-6, w h ile  Bohannan drew  A-8. 
There arc 30 candidates fo r  the 
five places on the C ity  Commis­
sion.

B re itm a n ’s slogan on the ba llo t 
is  “ L e t Labor C ontro l The C ity  
Commission.”

W ILLIAM  BOHANNAN

GEORGE BREITMAN

O N  THE W A R  FRONTS
—  by GEORGE STERN , -

In  the offices o f the m a jo r 
press assdeiations and news­
papers there  s its  a man whose 
jo b  i t  is  to add up a ll m an­
hours being los t fro m  the w a r 
program  by the succession o f 
s tr ike s  in  which w orkers are 
asking wage increases as a 
cushion against r is in g  prices.

W ith  Knudsen, W illk ie  and a ll 
the o th e r spokesmen fo r  the  boss­
es w a rn in g  us about th ir ty -d a y  
crises and n ine ty -day  crises, the y  
even go so fa r  as to calculate—  
these l i t t le  men in  the newspaper 
offices— th a t the losses in  m an­
hours as a re s u lt o f these s trikes 
m ig h t even make the d iffe rence 
between v ic to ry  and defeat

Consequently i t  was a m a tte r 
o f no sm all in te res t to  discover 
in  the w e ll-in fo rm ed  W ashing­
ton column o f A r th u r  K rock  in  
the New Y o rk  T im es, th a t  some 
o f ou r b ig  in d u s tria lis ts  are 
ho ld ing up a cool b illio n  do l­
la rs  in  w ar con tracts. W hy? 
Because they are n o t y e t s a t­
isfied th a t the governm ent w ill 
bu ild  and G IV E  them the 
p lan ts  in  which these contracts 
are to  be executed.

N . Y . Times, A p r i l 30: “ Unless 
the contracts involved are soon 
p u t in  the  w orks,”  he w rite s , “ the 
second stream  o f a rm am en t p ro ­
duction  w i l l  be pe rilo us ly  re ta rd ­
ed.”

“ P erilous ly  retarded.”  W hy 
then the absence o f any public 
uproar over th is  perilous s itu a ­
tion?  E ve ry  shaveta il Con­
gressman and A d m in is tra tio n  
office boy has been ca llin g  fo r  
action aga inst s tr ike rs— action 
ra n g in g  fro m  flo g g in g  to  the 
death pena lty. W hy have none 
o f these p a tr io t ic  w orth ies  
gone to  ba t aga inst the  b ig - 
money m anufacture rs who re ­
fuse to  budge a d o lla r o f th e ir  
own funds u n t il the  govern­
ment. gives them ironclad, cash- 
on-the-line  guarantees th a t 
when the “ em ergency”  is over 
the  governm ent— i.e., the mass 
o f the people v ia  the road h ig h ­
way o f taxa tion— w ill  stand the 
whole whack and the p ro fits  o f 
the bosses safeguarded against 
ta x  inroads.

D u rin g  the past week or so the 
financia l pages o f the newspapers 
have been filled  w ith  dizzy, as­
tronom ic figures- show ing the 
p ro fits  o f m any b ig  u t il it ie s  and 
in d u s tr ia l concerns fo r  the open­
in g  qu a rte r o f 1941. These p ro fits  
have been so enormous th a t  the 
N . Y . T im es financ ia l ed ito r fe lt  
compelled on M ay 5 to  state 
apo loge tica lly  th a t these earn­
ings “ appear to  have set a peak 
wh ich w i l l  no t be m atched in  the 

duration o f the ■war,'*

Draft Board 
Calls Worker 
For Striking
CIO Union Blasts 
Union-Busting Move 
Of Local Draft Body

Members of the National Negro Congress, from  Washington and Baltimore, picket the OPM 
in Washington, D. C., in protest against the government’s support of the anti-Negro job discrim­
ination policy of the Glen L. Martin a ircraft p lant in Baltimore. The corporation has been receiv­
ing millions in war orders despite its refusal to h ire colored workers.

Police Guards On 
May Day Didn't 
Stop This Casualty

LaGuardia’s police on May 
Day carried out their trad i­
tional publicity stunt of post­
ing “ guards”  at St. Patricks 
Cathedral, and the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine in New 
York. But the churches were 
in danger on May Day only 
from the bankers—in Seattle 
one of the largest Episcopal 
Churches on the Pacific coast 
was taken over on May Day 
by St. Louis bankers who fore­
closed on an overdue mortgage 
of $266,316. The dispossessed 
congregation w ill be forced to 
hold services next Sunday on 
the lawn of, a city park.

Against Jim Crow In W ar Industries

Stalin’s Move Reflects 
Crisis In Soviet Union

(The fo llo w in g  s to ry  is re ­
prin ted  from  the  M ay 3 U E  
N EW S, organ o f the U n ited  
E lec trica l, Radio &  Machine 
W orkers U n ion (C IO ).)

*  *  *

HAR TFO RD, Conn., A p r i l 28— 
Repeated un ion w arn ings that, the 
d ra ft apparatus would be used as 
a s trikeb rea k ing  agency to in tro ­
duce forced labor in  the United 
States were borne out last week 
when the local d ra ft board of West 
H a rtfo rd  revoked the deferment 
o f a s tr ik in g  UE member.

The v ic t im  of the intended ag­
gression by the d ra ft board is 
Donald G. Olson, UE s tr ik e r  at 
the Hanson-W hituey Machine 
Corp.

The UE is s tr ik in g  there fo r a 
un ion contract and to force the 
company to re instate two members 
fired fo r  un ion a c tiv ity .

The local d ra ft board wrote 
Hanson:

“ In fo rm a tio n  has come to th is  
board th a t you are no longer 
w o rk in g  fo r the Hanson-W hitney 
M achine Co. as you are out on 
s trike .

“ The deferm ent granted you on 
Jan. 11, 1941, by th is  board, be­
cause you were then engaged in 
N a tiona l Defense w ork , is hereby 
rescinded, inasmuch as your sta­
tus has changed, and you are as 
of th is  date ten ta tive ly  placed in 
Class 1 under the Selective Serv­
ice A c t prepara tory to being phys­
ica lly  examined preparatory to in ­
duction in to  the arm y.”

Im m ediate and forcefu l protests 
by the un ion have forced an in ­
vestigation of the outrage by both 
state and na tiona l d ra ft officials.

The local w ired D ra ft D irec to r 
Hershey:

“ We are in fo rm ed tha t there 
is a widespread plan afoot, spon­
sored by the W est H a rtfo rd  dra ft 
board, to revoke deferm ent of 
Hanson-W hitney workers,”  the un­
ion w ire  said. “ Request you in ­
fo rm  W est H a rtfo rd  d ra ft board 
th is  is misuse of Selective Serv­
ice A c t and w i l l  not be tolerated 
by national governm ent.”

State offic ia ls a t f irs t defended 
the action o f the local board but 
UE offic ia ls  in  H a rtfo rd  today ex­
pressed tho  be lie f th a t union ac­
tio n  and an aroused pub lic  op in­
ion w i l l  cause na tiona l d ra ft au­
th o ritie s  to  revoke the action.

Depth Of Internal Economic And Political Crisis, Weakening 
Soviet Defenses, Drives Stalin To Ever More Dictatorial Role

By JOHN G. WRIGHT <i>
Stalin’s “ right-hand man*”  his “ closest comrade-in-arms,”  

Molotov, has been removed from the post of Chairman of 
People’s Commissars which he has occupied for ten years, since 
December, 1930. Stalin himself has assumed this key post in the 
Soviet government, his first public office in years- The only other 
governmental post ever Iiekl by Stalin was that of People’s Com­
missar of Nationalities under Lenin.

Why has Stalin taken such an unprecedented step?
Reflected in the purge of Molotov and the assumption by 

Stalin of the premiership is the intensification of the unpreced­
ented international and internal crisis into which the Soviet
U nion has been plunged by none 
o ther than S ta lin  h im se lf.

The in te rna tiona l position  o f 
the Soviet U n ion is l i t t le  sho rt o f 
catastrophic. S ta lin ’s la te s t m an­
euver is in  p a rt intended to make 
M olo tov the scapegoat fo r  the 
iso la tion  o f the USSR.

Am ong the Soviet masses, and 
w ith in  the ranks o f the bureauc­
racy  its e lf, the re  is g row ing  
a la rm  as H it le r ’s w a r machine 
draws an ever t ig h te r  r in g  off 
steel a long the W estern f r o n t ­
iers. H it le r  is  now poised on the 
Scandinavian peninsula w ith in  
s tr ik in g  distance o f Leningrad, 
and in the Soiith  he threatens 
no t on ly  Soviet sh ipp ing lanes 
th rough  the Dardanelles b u t also 
the o il supply in  the Caucasus.

RED  A R M Y  W E A K
The weakness o f the Red A rm y  

was revealed la s t yea r d u rin g  
the F inn ish  adventure. The rea l 
source o f the weakness o f the 
Red A rm y  lies in  the fa ta l bu r­
eaucratic reg im e. S ta lin ’s answer 
— he has no o ther— was to  make 
V oroshilov the  scapegoat. Las t 
M ay, he removed Voroshilov, by 
k ic k in g  h im  “ upsta irs ,”  and ap­
pointed a nonentity , Timoshenko, 
as Commissar of W ar.

In  the year th a t has elapsed 
the Red A rm y  has no t been 
strengthened b u t w e a k e n e d ,  
above a ll th rough  the in troduc­
tio n  o f a new officer-caste fro m  
General to  corpora l.

T h is  o fficer-caste has been in ­
vested w ith  the power o f li fe  and 
death over the  ra n k  and file . The 
new d isc ip lin a ry  sta tu tes o f the 
Red A rm y  are the severest in  the 
w orld . B u t savage d isc ip line  can­
n o t increase an a rm y ’s f ig h tin g  
m orale, no m ore tha n  investing  
an o ffice r w ith  the ra n k  o f a Gen­
era l can increase h is  capacity fo r

leadership, o r ra ise the confidence 
o f the soldiers in  h is a b ility . The 
ve ry  f ir s t  tests under f ire  w i l l  re ­
veal how a ll o f S ta lin ’s measures 
have served on ly  to  weaken the 
Red A rm y .

S im ultaneously w ith  assum ing 
his new post o f P rem ier, S ta lin  
de livered his f ir s t  pub lic  speech 
in  years— a fo r ty  m inutes ’ ad­
dress to  the  graduates o f Soviet 
m il ita ry  academies. The sum and 
substance o f th is  speech is a 
boast th a t the Red A rm y  has 
been com ple te ly reorganized and 
rearm ed. The ve ry  fa c t  th a t i t  
has been necessary to sub ject the 
Red A rm y  to  such “ reorganiza­
tion  and rea rm ing ”  constitu tes a 
pub lic  adm ission o f the inad ­
equacy o f the Red A rm y .

S ta lin  foo ls nobody, least o f a ll 
H itle r , by h is boasts o f w h a t has 
been achieved in  the space o f a 
s ingle year, especially by his 
methods and under his reg im e. 
U nder the best conditions, a year 
is too- b r ie f  an in te rv a l fo r  the 
reo rgan iza tion  and reequipm ent 
o f a vast modern a rm y . No boast 
o f S ta lin  can ho ls te r up the 
m orale o f the Red A rm y  o r in ­
crease its  f ig h tin g  a b ility .

ECO NO M IC  H A V O C
The defensive capacity  o f the 

Soviet U n ion  has been weakened 
m ost g ra ve ly  by the  economic 
havoc created by the  S ta lin is t 
regim e.

The cou n try  is in  the g r ip  o f 
the m ost serious economic d i f ­
ficu lties  since the te rm in a tio n  o f 
the C iv il W a r and the in tro du c­
tion  o f the New  Econom ic P olicy 
(the  N E P ) in  1921. The T h ird  
F ive  Y ea r P lan has been d is ru p t­
ed since 1938. The K re m lin ’s own 
figures show th a t  production  in  
the  key  indus tries— iro n , steel,

Hull Tried To Stop 
Publication Of 
A.P. Convoy Story

Last Saturday morning, 
May 3, the Associated Press 
sent over its wires a brief dis­
patch that 23 American muni­
tion ships had reached the 
Suez canal under U.S. Navy 
convoy.

Before most evening papers 
went to press, the A.P. wires 
clanged with a special warning 
to editors: . “ MANDATORY 
K ILL .”  The dispatch, the A.P. 
explained, should not be prin t­
ed, because Secretary of State 
Hull didn’t  want i t  printed.

Some papers, however, had 
already gone to press, others 
ignored the demand to k ill the 
story, and so i t  got out. But 
that firs t brief dispatch was 
not followed by another word 
over the A.P. wires following 
up the story, either from its 
original source— Vichy—from 
the Suez canal area, or any­
where else. The administra­
tion had its way thereafter.

coal— has rem ained s ta tio n a ry  or 
has declined in  recent years des­
p ite  the investm ent o f colossal 
sums fo r  expansion. Soviet r a i l ­
w ay and r iv e r  tra n s p o rt which 
collapsed under the  burden o f 
m il ita ry  requirem ents d u rin g  the 
F inn ish  invasion canncrt possib ly 
w iths tand  the s tra in  o f a m a jo r 
w ar.

B U R D E N  OF A R M A M E N T
F u rth e r unbearable s tra in  lias 

been placed upon in dus try  by the 
need to d ive rt 'more and more o' 
the national production in to  m il i­
ta ry  channels. A lthough  the So­
v ie t Union has no t yet been suck­
ed in to  the armed con flic t, almost 
70 b illions  of the 1941 budget have 
been allo tted fo r the requirements 
o f the Soviet armed forces. Th is 
amounts to not less than 40 per 
cent o f the to ta l na tiona l produc- 

(Continued on Page 5 )

FDR Spokesmen 
Commit Us To It
Stifling All Debate On Convoy Issue,
They Move Without Consent Of The Masses

The c lim ax  to weeks o f ca re fu l bu ild -up  in  fa v o r o f convoys 
came Tuesday n ig h t, when Secretary o f W ar Stim son radioed a ca ll 
no-t m ere ly  fo r  convoys bu t fo r  sending the U.S. N a vy  in to  ba ttle  
aga inst the A x is  powers.

A nd  Stimson said th is , the W h ite  House s ta f f  to ld  reporters, 
w ith  the knowledge and approval o f P resident Roosevelt.

B u t no t w ith  the approval of. the people. A nd  no t even w ith  the 
approval o f Congress!

S tim son’s a rgum en t was th a t, “ a fte r  the overw helm ing response 
to  his (Roosevelt’s) appeals which has been made” — th a t is, Con­
gressional and public approval o f Roosevelt’s P R E V IO U S  steps—  
“ sha ll we now f lin c h  and p e rm it these m un itions to be sunk in  the 
A t la n t ic  Ocean?”

Wliat is Stimson saying here? Roosevelt was 
able to secure public backing for moves “ short of 
war.”  Now this consent to moves which were sup­
posed to save the country from war is adduced by 
Stimson as consent for taking the country into war!

D u rin g  these c ruc ia l weeks when Roosevelt and his henchmen 
have been b u ild in g  up to  the p o in t o f co m m ittin g  the c o u n try  to  to ta l 
w ar, the y  have moved heaven and ea rth  to  p reven t any debate on 
convoys o r o ther fu r th e r  steps in to  the w ar.

The N ye  and Tobey reso lu tions came up Wednesday, A p r i l  30, 
in  the Senate F o re ign  Re lations Com m ittee. B y  a vote o f 13 to  9, 
Roosevelt’s backers— a b i-pa rtisa n  com bination— would no t even re ­
p o rt the  reso lu tions to the Senate un favo ra b ly  fo r  th a t w ould have 
pe rm itted  debate. They bo ttled  the reso lu tions up in  the com m ittee.

W h y  do they  fe a r debate ? T h e ir “ opponents”  fo r  the m ost p a r t 
agree w ith  the in te rven tion is ts  on the p rinc ip le  o f aid to  B r ita in . 
The debate between them  is lim ite d  to  w h a t is best fo r  A m erican  
im peria lism . N o one in  Congress speaks fo r  the in te rests  o f the  
A m erican w orkers and fa rm ers  aga inst the in te rests o f A m erican 
im peria lism . In  th is  sense congressional debate would be l i t t le  m ore 
than a sham battle.

Y e t even such a debate cannot he pe rm itte d  by Roosevelt. F o r 
the issue now is naked ly clear. U p  to  now he has deceived and be­
fuddled the people w ith  “ a id  sho rt o f w a r,”  his prom ises th a t  no 
Am erican boy would f ig h t in fo re ign  lands, his reassuring  com m ent 
th a t “ convoys mean shooting and shooting means w a r.”  B u t now he 
proposes ju s t  th a t: convoys and shooting.

And even as distortedly reflected by an “ isola­
tionist”  Congressman, the case against Roosevelt 
would be too damning: the lies by which he was re­
elected, the lies by which he pushed the country step 
by step into war, the undemocratic means he em­
ployed to do so. Therefore? Therefore Roosevelt 
prevents any debate!

This, then, is the “ w ar fo r  democracy,”  entered in to  w ith o u t the 
dem ocratic w i l l  o f  the people.

A s dece itfu l as the methods employed to drag us in to  the  w a r 
is the asserted aim  o f the w ar, A  “ w a r jig a in s t fasc ism ”  is precise­
ly  w h a t i t  is not. Roosevelt and C hurch ill, the  c a p ita lis t ru le rs  o l 
the B r it is h  and Am erican empires, have no qua rre l w ith  fascism , 
They lived  am icab ly w ith  H it le r  fo r  years. They practice  ra c ia l seg­
regation  lik e  he docs. The g re a t masses o f Ind ia  and B r it is h  A fr ic a , 
the Negroes o f the Am erican South, etc., cannot be ho rrifie d  by H i t ­
le r ’s crim es— they are v ic tim s  o f the same crim es a t  the hands o f 
Am erican and B r it is h  “ democracy.”

T h is  is n o t a w a r aga inst fascism . I t  is  a w a r among the m ost 
pow erfu l ru l in g  classes, the stake being dom ination  o f the  w o rld .

We Trotskyists, like all class-eonscious workers 
everywhere want to see fascism destroyed root and 
branch, and are ready to fight fascism arms in hand. 
But this is not our war. On the contrary, if  we become 
pliant tools of the “democratic”  imperialists, we 
would be hastening the advent of fascism in this 
country.

The rea l w a r aga inst fascism  requires, f ir s t  o f a ll, th a t the  im ­
pe ria lis ts  he pushqd aside.

The real war against fascism can he waged only 
under the leadership of a Workers’ and Farmers’ 
Government.

A g a in s t a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Governm ent in the U n ite d  
States, H it le r  would stand revealed fo r  w h a t lie  is-—agent o f Ger­
man cap ita lism . A g a in s t a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Government, the  
German soldiers— w orkers and peasants— would n o t figh t. A nd  a ll 
the oppressed peoples o f A s ia  and A fr ic a , conceded th e ir  independ­
ence and freedom  by us, w ou ld  jo in  the Am erican w orkers  to  de­
s tro y  fascism .

T h a t is ou r road. T h a t is the  w a r in  w h ich  we sha ll w i l l in g ly  
f ig h t and die. A n d  in  no other.
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George Novack 
To Start Tour
Speaks For Socialist' Workers Party In 
Cities Between Buffalo And Milwaukee

George Novaclc, well-known 
w r ite r  and jo u rn a lis t, w i l l  make 
a speaking tou r under tlie  auspices 
o f the Socia list W orkers Party, 
beginn ing F riday , May 16th a t Sy­
racuse, and ending Monday, June 
1st a t M ilwaukee.

The subject of Novack’s ta lk  
W ill be “ Labor’s Struggle for 
Power.”

In  h is ta lk , Novack w ill present 
a graphic, panoram ic p ic tu re  of 
the most s ign ifican t events in  the 
li fe  o f Am erican labor d u rin g  the 
past 11 years. He w ill draw  a bal­
ance-sheet o f the achievements of 
the  labor movement and set fo rth  
the significance of the latest s tr ike  
wave. In  conclusion, he outlines a

program  fo r  labo r’s figh t today 
and points out the road workers 
must fo llow , i f  they are to pro­
tect th e ir  r ig h ts  and gains, and 
to w in  the power, social security, 
freedom from  w ant and w ar they 
are seeking.

D A TE  PLACE
M ay 16 Syracuse

“  17 Rochester
“  18 B u ffa lo
“  20 Youngstowu

21 A kron
“  22 Cleveland
“  21 ' Toledo
“  25 D e tro it
“  27 F lin t
“  29 Chicago

■lune 1 M ilwaukee

K E E P IN G  U P 
T H E  GOOD W O R K

ST. PAUL, M inn.— "A t  its  meet­
in g  last n igh t, the branch set a 
quota of ten subs per m onth, e ith ­
e r to the F I o r The M IL IT A N T , 
to  be guaranteed to the national 
office. We have already started 
checking up on those f if ty  cent 
subs secured ea rly  in  the cam­
paign w h ich  are now expired. In  
ad d ition  we are fin ish ing  up our 
contact lis t,  m any of whom were 
no t seen before the close o f the 
sub drive. F o r new people we are 
proposing to continue the f ifty  
cent in tro du c to ry  sub . . . We 
found i t  extrem ely valuable to get 
people to take the paper and w ill,  
o f course, t r y  to fo llow  i t  up w ith  
regu la r subscriptions. We recog­
nize th a t the quota o f ten that 
we have set means regu la r sub­
scrip tions, not t li is  in troduc to ry  
offer.

“ Thank you fo r your le tte rs  of 
commendation about St. Paul. W» 
th in k  we're p re tty  good, too . . . ”

M ASS D IS T R IB U T IO N
And here’s another note from  

6 t. Paul, which a rrived  the fo l­
low ing  day:

“ S ix  comrades w ent ou t from  
door to  door and in an hour and 
a h a lf  d is tribu te d  n ine ty-five  
M IL IT A N T S  and collected $3.57 
fo r  them . We stapled an a ttra c ­
t iv e  ta g  w ith  a fu l l  notice o f our 
T w in  C ity  M ay Day m eeting to 
each paper. Several people said 
th a t they would lik e  to  come to 
ou r meeting, and we found so 
much in te res t in  our p a rty  and in 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  th a t we are 
anxious to  go ou t again.”

LOS A N G E LE S  
T E C H N IQ U E

LOS ANG ELES, C a lif. —  “ We

are having prin ted a l i t t le  s ticker 
w h ich  w ill be attached to the fron t 
page, m aking  an appeal fo r  subs 
and donations, to the workers we 
reach through our house-to-house 
w o rk  . . .  M ay I  suggest also th a t 
the paper ca rry  some such appeal, 
directed p r im a r ily  a t those w o rk ­
ers who have been rece iv ing the 
paper a t p lan t gates.’ ’ W e’l l  t r y  to 
ca rry  out th is  suggestion, com­
rades. Look fo r such an appeal in  
forthcom ing issues.

M ILITAN T
GOES O VER

ST. LO U IS , Mo.— A subscrib­
er. H.R. w rites , “ Please renew 
my sub fo r  one year.

“ The paper is great. I t ’s the 
type wc dreamed o f back in  ’37.”

Harlem
Housewarming

To open ihc new headquart­
ers of the I larlern branch of 
i he Socialist Workers Party.

Dancing; Refreshm ents

Raffle

F IR S T  P R IZ E  IN  R A F F L E  $5

SATURDAY 
M AY 10

72 W est 125 St. N . Y . C. 

Bring: you r frien ds !

WORKER’S PRODUCTION RISES MORE THAN HIS WAGE

N. Y. May Day Parade 
Ruined By Lack O f Unity
W ar-Mongers Sabotage Day Of Labor; 
Stalinists, Pacifists Complete The Job

SWP May Day
Meeting In N . Y. 
Hears Goldman

NEW  YORK C ITY , May 2— May Day activities were a 
dramatic reflection of the political situation in the labor move­
ment.

Thanks to their war-mongering leadership, the unions which 
have for decades been the backbone of May Day parades— the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the International Ladies Gar­
ment Workers, the M illinery Workers, the bakers, etc.— did not 
celebrate May Day at all.

The ostensible excuse given by Hillrnan and Dubinsky’s 
lieutenants for the failure to celebrate labor’s oldest holiday was 
that the day has been appropriated by Communists and Nazis 
and could no t be celebrated again 
u n t il the w o rld  wag once more 
free. ( In c id e n ta lly , the Nazis in  
B e rlin  did not celebrate M ay Day 
th is  year.)

W h ile  the soc ia l-pa trio ts— so­
c ia lis ts  in words, chauvin ists in  
deeds—-were thus busy sabotag­
ing  M ay Day, the S ta lin is ts  were 
no less occupied in  the same 
w reck ing  w ork.

NO  T R A N S P O R T  W O R KERS
The fa lse po licy  pursued by the 

S ta lin is ts  on the question o f M ay 
Day was re flected by  the fa c t 
th a t the S ta lin is t- le d  parade did 
not include in  i t  the T ransp o rt 
W orkers U n ion (C IO ). The ab­
sence o f the T W U  w i l l  ce rta in ly  
not be blamed by the S ta lin is ts  
on the un ion ’s leadership!

W h a t happened was th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  concocted such a m on­
o lith ic  parade tha t, in  the end, 
i t  became impossible fo r  the 
T ra n sp o rt W orkers  U n ion  to 
m arch, a t a m om ent when, en­
gaged in  a life -and-death  ba ttle  
w ith  LaG uard ia, the un ion needs 
the support o f the whole labor 
movement.
T H E  S T A L IN IS T  L IN E

T h a t the M ay Day parade was 
a carica ture , confined to S ta lin - 
is t-c  o n t  r  o 11 e d organ izations 
m arch ing  under pac ifis t slogans 
th a t were ind is tingu ishab le  in 
the m ain fro m  those o f the re ­
ac tiona ry  iso la tion is ts , was due 
so le ly to  the w a y  in  w h ich the 
S ta lin is ts  in itia te d , organized and 
p u t over th e ir  “ U n ited  M ay Day 
Com m ittee.”

T h a t com m ittee extended no in ­
v ita tio ns  to  any p o lit ic a l parties 
o f the w o rk in g  class except the

Com m unist P a rty . I t  specifica lly 
barred the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  when ou r delegate a t­
tem pted to  pa rtic ip a te  in  the 
com m ittee.

A t  its  f ir s t  m eeting  the com­
m ittee lim ite d  the slogans fo r  the 
parade to1 the S ta lin is t pacifis t 
slogans, thereby p ro v id ing  the 
soc ia l-pa trio ts  w ith  an- add itiona l 
p re te x t fo r  no t p a rtic ip a tin g  in 
the parade.

P A C IF IS T  T R IP E
The theme o f the  S ta lin is t 

parade was “ peace”  and among 
the ty p ic a l slogans w ere: “ No 
A .E .F .,”  “ No Convoys-,”  “ Keep 
ou r men ou t o f w a r,”  “ W ash ing­
ton and London— hands o f f  I re ­
la n d /’ “ W by  don’t  the bosses: 
f ig h t th e ir  own w a rs ? ”  “ The 
Yanks are n o t com ing.”  B u t 
HO W  the w orkers can f ig h t th e ir  
w ay ou t o f th is  bloody epoch o f 
w a r and m ilita r is m  to  peace—  
th a t key question rem ained un­
answered by the pa c ifis t slogans.

Len in  in  the la s t w a r fou gh t 
the pacifis ts and denounced them 
aga in  and again as be trayers o f 
the w o rk in g  class, since on ly  re ­
vo lu tio na ry  methods could end 
im p e ria lis t w a r. B u t there was 
no th ing  o f Lenin in  th is  parade 
o f the S ta lin is ts . Moscow, i t  is 
clear, demanded a pa c ifis t de­
m onstra tion  in  New  Y ork , on M ay 
D ay under the leadership o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  and his h ire ­
lings  carried  ou t the order, fu rn ­
ish ing  “ 75,000”  m archers— so 
they  claim ed— fo r  S ta lin ’s needs 
o f the moment.

F E A R  O UR P O LIC Y
Undoubtedly, one o f the reas­

ons w hy the S ta lin is ts  barred 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  fro m  
the parade was because of- the 
T ro ts k y is t proposals th a t among 
the o ffic ia l slogans be lis ted  de­
mands fo r  m il ita ry  tra in in g  and 
officers schools fo r  w m k jrs  a t 
governm ent expense bu t uhder 
con tro l o f the t i ’ade unions. Such 
L e n in is t slogans would have in ­
dicated to  the w o rkers  the  on ly 
rea l a lte rna tive  to  the  plans of 
the w a r mongers. Such slogans 
could g ive tremendous im petus to 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  movement in 
the U n ited  States.

S ta lin , however, m ust show the 
A m erican cap ita lis ts  th a t his 
local boys are tam e and can con­
tro l the w orkers who fo llo w  the 
S ta lin is t line. U nde r no condi­
tions, the re fore , would the S ta l­
in is ts  p e rm it ou r p ro le ta rian  m il i­
ta ry  slogans in  the parade.

One o f the grea test weaknesses 
revealed in  the parade was the 
absence o f N egro  m archers. The 
S ta lin is t N a tio n a l N egro Con­
gress had app rox im a te ly  65 
marchers, about 45 o f them  
w hite . T b " N egro  w orkers, be­
trayed  again and again by the 
S ta lin is ts , stayed away fro m  the 
M ay D ay parade.

F E W  U N IO N S  M A R C H
O f the trade unions, local 65 

o f the U n ited  R e ta il &  W holesale 
W orkers  had about 1.300, one o f 
the heaviest delegations in the 
parade. The N .M .U . and the F u r­
r ie rs  likew ise  . were fa ir ly  w e ll 
represented. As fo r  the I.L .G .W . 
and the A.C .W . locals, th e ir  dele­

gations were sm all. These m arch 
ers no t on ly  had to  expose th e m -1 
selves as fo llo w in g  the S ta lin is ts , 
bu t had to de fy the  ban issued 
by th e ir  o ffic ia ldom  against 
m arch ing in  the parade.

A s  usual there w.ere the  in ­
num erable f r o n t  groups o f the 
Com m unist P a r ty  m asquerading 
in the parade as “ mass o rgan iza­
tions,”  the L a tv ia n  organ iza tion , 
the Friends o f N a tu re , and the 
12 members o f the A m erican 
A rt is ts , etc. etc.

The Com m unist P a rty , m arch­
ing  under its  own banner, along 
w ith  the Y oung C om m unist 
League, centered its  slogans 
around the demand to free  E a rl 
B rowder, whose im prisonm en t is 
opposed by a ll class-conscious 
workers.

The weakness o f the parade 
forced the S ta lin is ts  to- na rrow  
the line. In  place o f 12 abreast, 
they marched 8 abreast and in 
m any cases on ly 5 abreast and 
even 3. Despite th is  na rrow ing  
o f the parade, i t  took on ly five 
hours to pass. La s t yea r i t  took 
seven and a h a lf  hours.

A lth o u g h  the S ta lin is ts  claimed
75,000 m archers, the police re ­
ported 18,788 a t the m id -po in t, 
and 24.000 a t the entrance to  
U n ion  Square where the parade 
ended. Those who have observed 
previous parades agreed th a t th is  
year’s dem onstra tion was less 
than tw o th ird s  the size o f la s t 
year’s.

James P. Cannon 
Speaks In Mpls. 
On May Day

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn., M ay 2 
—Am erican workers m ust draw 
up w ar aims of th e ir  own in  o r­
der to convince German w orkers 
to un ite  w ith  them and fu lf i l l  
th e ir  h is to ric  destiny of creating 
a socia lis t federation of the world, 
James P. Cannon, na tiona l secre­
ta ry  o f the S ocia lis t W orker's P a r­
ty , declared here last n ig h t at a 
May Day m eeting of 140 workers 
at Socia list W orkers P arty  ha ll, 
919 Marquette.

“ Am erican labor should adopt 
a program  which w il l  te l l  the 
German w orker th a t i t  is opposed 
to im p os itio n  o f a V ersa illes 
peace, w ith  dism em berm ent o f 
Germ any and heavy repara tions 
which w il l  fa l l  as a burden upon 
the w orkers o f Germ any. I t  
should assist those w orkers to 
overthrow- th e ir  Fasc is t slave 
piasters by ca llin g  fo r  a socia lis t 
federa tion  o f the  w o rld ,”  Com­
rade Cannon said.

Speaking of the s tr ik e  wave 
sweeping th is  country, and of 
the w orkers ’ m ilita n t answer to 
an ti-s trike  propaganda from  every 
side, the speaker told his aud i­
ence th a t “ courageous workers 
everywhere have resisted and, in ­
d iffe ren t to  the howls of the 
bosses and the government, have 
gone r ig h t on s tr ik in g .”

“ The ve lve t glove of Roosevelt 
reveals th a t i t  has elothed an 
iro n  fis t.”  he said.

Review ing the governm ent’s red­
ba iting  drive, Comrade Cannon 
analyzed i t  as a campaign against 
the most advanced, progressive 
workers. "Labor m ust r id  itse lf 
of the treacherous S ta lin is ts ,”  lie 
said, “ but i t  must do th is  through 
labor’s own channels, and not by 
cooperation w ith  the bosses!”

The speaker called fo r  union 
con tro l of m il ita ry  tra in in g  and 
e lim in a tio n  o f the bourgeois o ffi­
cer caste and fo r expropria tion  
of the w ar industries, w h ich  now 
pour pro fits  in to  the hands o f a 
few.

N E W  YO RK CITY, May 2 — 
Barred by the S ta lin is ts  from  par­
tic ip a tin g  in  the May Day parade, 
Local New Y ork o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  commemorated 
May Day w ith  an evening mass 
m eeting at I rv in g  Plaza ha ll. The 
ha ll was decorated w ith  slogans 
such as: “ Down w ith  Im peria lis t' 
W a r!”  “ For a Socia list S ocie ty !”  
“ Defend the Soviet Union, Down, 
w ith  S ta lin !”  “ Down w-ith Jim  
C row ism !”  “ For Trade Union Con 
tro l o f M il ita ry  T ra in in g !”

On a banner reaching en tire ly  
across the ha ll facing the audi 
ence, T ro ts k y ’s last message was 
inscribed: “ I  am sure o f the vie 
to ry  of the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l’ 
Go F o rw a rd !”  Below th is  banner 
w a ll-h igh  p o rtra its  o f Len in  am' 
T ro tsky  were each flanked w it! 
red streamers.

Lawrence P. T urne r, chairman 
emphasized the h is to ric  impoftanc< 
o f th is  55th commemoration o’ 
M ay Day w h ich  “ m ight w e ll br 
the last one before the American 
w orkers  are sent in to  the battle 
fields to die fo r  W all S treet’s pro 
fits .”

A r t  Preis, associate ed itor o/ 
The M i l i tan t ,  described the grea‘ 
s tr ik e  wave which has ju s t swep' 
the country. “ The unconquerab.h 
power of the w orkers has agair 
been revealed.”  he declared. “ Beth 
lehem, In te rn a tio n a l Harvester 
Ford —  these m igh ty  v ic to ries  o ' 
the w orkers just, p r io r  to Mat 
Day 1941 hear an i l l  omen for 
Am erica’s S ix ty  Fam ilies. ‘ W her 
th is  energy of the w o rk in g  clas*- 
is directed in to  po litica l channels 
then the socia list society w i l l  bf 
on the o rder o f the day.”

The m ain speaker o f the even 
ing, A lb e rt Goldman, a ttorney for 
Leon T ro tsky, spoke on the fu 
t i l i t y  and danger of pacifism 
among the w orkers

Comrade Goldman described th f 
fierce attack on the pa rt o f the 
social pa trio ts  and the S ta lin is ts  
against, the T ro tsky is t proposals 
th a t m il ita ry  tra in in g  and offic 
ers’ schools fo r workers lie estab 
lished a t governm ent expense but 
under contro l of the trade unions

The fo llo w in g  message was sent 
to N a ta lia  T ro tsky  by the meet­
ing : “ Mass meeting of Local New 
Y ork  o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  sends you warm est greet­
ings. We are sure tha t today 
m arks one of the last May Days 
before the de fin itive  v ic to ry  of the 
w o rld  socia list revo lu tion . Long 
live  T ro ts k y is m !”

D u ring  the afternoop, those 
comrades whose unions did not 
m arch in  the parade d is tribu ted 
lite ra tu re  to the marchers and \o  
the bystanders. A pproxim ate ly
8.000 copies o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  
were passed out.

P resident Tob in  o f the In te r ­
na tiona l B ro therhood o f Team ­
sters has named his assistant, 
John G illespie, to- n i l the post o f 
in te rna tiona l secre ta ry-treasu re r 
le f t  by the la te  Thomas Hughes. 
G illespie w ill receive a boost in 
sa la ry  fro m  h is present $20.600 
to the annual wage o f $30,000.

*  *  *

The Seattle  A F L  LA B O R  
N E W S  fo r  A p r i l  18th carries a 
fron t-p age  box, “ Beware o f 
Com m unists,’ ’ w a r n i n g  its  
readers th a t “ com m unists were 
t r y in g  to  hold a mass m eeting 
at the  C iv ic  au d ito rium  in  an 
e ffo r t  to b r in g  pressure to  bear 
in the cause o f the d ispute at 
the Boeing p lap t.”  The Seattle 
C entra l Council passed a reso­
lu tio n  p ledg ing “ every e f fo r t  to 
stop the re n tin g  o f the C iv ic 

A ud ito rium  to a group o f com­
m unists and th e ir  sym pa th iz ­
ers, and to. make every e f fo r t  
to see th a t the proposed mass 
m eeting is no t held in  the  C ivic 
A u d ito r iu m .”

The “ com m unists,”  o f course, 
were a CIO  group. Regardless 
o f the m erits  o f the f ig h t be­
tween the tw o  groups, the
Seattle  A F L  is playing the
bosses’ game when i t  tr ie s  to 
prevent any w o rke r’s m eeting.

* * ❖

The Goodrich Local o f the
U n ited  Rubber W orkers  w i l l
stage an elaborate ceremony d u r­
ing which 2,600 members w i l l  re ­
ceive five-year service pins, the 
p in  s ig n ify in g  the m em ber has 
been in  good s tand ing fo r  at, least 
five years.

*  *  *

The Technocrats are propos­
ing  th a t th e  U n ited  S tates a id  
B r ita in  to  the tune o f 26 b i l­

lion  do lla rs, and boast th a t th is  
is  “ the  g reatest sum ever p ro ­
posed By an o rgan iza tion .”  In  
re tu rn , the  Technocrats advo­
cate th a t the  U n ited  States 
take  the B r it is h  possessions in  
the N o rth  A m erican continent.

The Technocrats aren ’t  the 
on ly o rgan iza tion  ro o tin g  fo r  
th a t p rogram . I .  P. M organ  and 
W a ll S tree t are th in k in g  along 
the same lines.

*  *  *

The Seattle  L A B O R  N E W S  
ha ils a no -s tr ike  agreem ent ju s t 
negotia ted between the Pacific 
Coast M eta l Trades Council and 
the sh ipbu ild ing  in d u s try . “ S im ­
i la r  contracts w i l l  be sought by 
the A F L  M e ta l Trades on the 
A tla n tic  Coast, G u lf and G reat 
Lakes.”

N o t on ly  does the agreem ent 
ou tlaw  s tr ikes  b u t i t  g ives the

em ployers the r ig h t  “ to re je c t or 
discharge any em ploye fo r  any 
ju s t and su ffic ien t cause.”

I f  a ll labo r were to  accept such 
ro tte n  “ model” contracts as tha t, 
the A m erican  un ion movement 
would s h o rtly  be a th in g  o f the 
past.

*  ❖  !S«

The N egro  News Syndicate’s 
s to ry  on the a n ti-w h ite  revo­
lu tio n  in  E th iop ia  has been car­
ried  by several N egro  papers 
in  A m erica. “ To. a la rge  ex­
ten t,”  the N N S  correspondent 
w rites , “ w ha t has taken place 
in E th io p ia  is the sub s titu tion  
o f B r it is h  ru le  fo r  the  fo rm er 
Fascist dom ination . T h is  is be­
in g  done under the guise o f in ­
s ta llin g  B r it is h  ‘m il ita ry  and 
p o lit ic a l advisors’ in  Addis 
Ababa and elsewhere th ro u g h ­
ou t E th iop ia .

“ The vas t m a jo r ity  o f H a ile  
Selassie’s subjects are equally 
b it te r  and m is tru s tfu l o f  a ll 
w h ite  invaders, be they Ita lia n , 
B rit is h , o r any other. E th io p ­
ians rem em ber and remember 
on ly  too w e ll how much they 
have los t and su ffe red  under 
va rious w h ite  overlords. Thus, 
having driven  o u t the Ita lia n s , 
m ost o f the in tense ly na tio n a l­
is tic  E th iop ians  are equally in ­
te n t on d r iv in g  ou t the  B rit is h , 
and m aking the w h ite  ro u t 
com p le te . . .  The size o f th is  
B r it is h  a rm y in  E th io p ia  be­
came apparent d u rin g  the  past 
tw o  weeks, when add itiona l 
B r it is h  forces were badly need­
ed in  L ib ya  to  h a lt N a z i ad­
vances there . The B r it is h  did 
no t dare leave E th io p ia , fo r  
fea r th a t once they departed 
they would have no excuse to  
re-enter. Thus becomes clearer 
the p ic tu re  o f w h a t the w h ite  
powers’ w a r ac tu a lly  means to 
na tive  A frica n s . The answer is 
always the same— fu r th e r  ex­
p lo ita tio n  and economic s lav­
ery.”

* % *

The executive board o f the CIO 
M arine  &  S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers  
U n ion has expelled the  president 
and business agent o f the 
IU M S W A  Local 131 a t the M a ry ­
land D rydock fo r  “ Com m unistic 
a c t iv ity .”  These tw o  expulsions 
were the f irs t  made by  the union 
under its  new po licy  o f expe lling  
any m em ber “ fo r  p ro pa ga tin g  o r 
fu r th e r in g  the cause o f Commun­
ism, Nazism , and Fascism .”

T h is  is an exceeding ly reac­
tio n a ry  position. A pp a re n tly , th l  
in te rna tiona l o ffic ia ls  couldn’t  gel 
the local m em bership to  go fo r 
i t  and had to  do i t  over th e ir  
heads.

LaGuardia Looks Silly 
As Bus Strikers Win

Mayor La Guardia’s latest strikebreaking venture against 
the Transport Workers Union (CIO) blew up in bis face when 
the union won a three-day strike against Jamaica Buses, ln.c., 
which operates three lines of buses servicing about 40,000 riders 
daily in the Queens area of New York City.

Wage increases ranging from 10 to 18 per cent were granted 
May 1 to the 131 striking drivers and mechanics. Bus drivers 
are getting weekly increases of $3.50. and garage workers and 
mechanics netted pay boosts of $3 to $5.

The strike was called April 29 after the union men had a t­
tempted fo r e igh t m onths to gee 
the company to deal w ith  th e ir 
com m ittee and pay the same 
wages as a ll the other organized 
bus men get in Queens.

No sooner was the s tr ik e  called 
than LaG uard ia leaped in to  p r in t 
in  an a ttem pt to take a back­
hand swipe a t the un ion which 
he is t ry in g  to smash on the city- 
owned subways when the present 
closed-shop c o n ta c ts  expire at the 
end o f Jiine.

L A  G U A R D IA ’S L IE S
Ranted the “ L it t le  F lo w e r:”
"The bus s tr ik e  is, of course, 

un law fu l, ju s t another typ ica l ex­
ample of irresponsib le labor lead­
ership. I t  is en tire ly  irresponsib le 
in  d is regard ing contractual r ig h ts  
and in d iffe re n t and callous to the 
convenience and com fort o f the 
pub lic .”

The “ contractual r ig h ts ”  to 
w h ich the M ayor re ferred was an 
agreement which the company had 
made w ith  its  company union, the 
Jamaica Buses M utua l A id  So­
ciety, and w h ich  the company was 
try in g  to fo is t on the union. The 
company false ly claimed tha t the 
TW U  had agreed to accept the 
term s of tin s  contract which 
would not exp ire  u n t il October

23, 1941, and, therefore, could not 
s trike .

As pa rt of the s tr ik e  settlement 
the union agreed to take over the 
ex is ting  contract, but w ith  addi 
tion a l provis ions fo r improved 
grievance procedure. The fact 
tha t th is  was pub lic ly  reported as 
the firs t un ion contractua l a r­
rangement gives the lie  d irec tly  tc 
LaGuardia.

LaG uard ia ’s big fuss about “ in. 
convenience”  to the public was 
m erely pa rt of his propaganda 
build-up to tu rn  pub lic  sympathy 
against the subway workers i r  
ihe event of a w alk-out of th f
27,000 TW U  subway members i r  
June. D u rin g  the recent s tr ik e  o ' 
over 3,000 bus d rive rs  in  Manhat 
tan, which lasted more than t.w< 
weeks and halted bus service for 
over 900,000 riders, the bus pas 
sengers demonstrated overwhelm 
in g  good-w ill and sym pathy to 
ward the s trike rs .

N O N -U N IO N  W A G E  LO W
LaG uard ia ’s cla im s tha t the 

r ig h ts  of the subway w orkers now 
in  the un ion w i l l  be bette r p ro­
tected under c iv il service -without 
the un ion was fu r th e r  disproved 
last week when i t  was revealed 
th a t assistant tra in  dispatchers

on the Independent d iv is ion  of the 
c ity  subway lines, who have a l­
ways been under c iv i l service and 
have never had a un ion contract, 
are now rece iv ing a $t a day less 
pay than the un ion men doing 
the same w o rk  on the B M T and 
IR T  lines.

The Assistant Dispatchers Coun­
c il of the C iv il (Service Forum  
has attempted fo r three years to 
negotiate w ith  the Board of T rans­
po rta tion  to w ipe out th is  pay d if ­
fe ren tia l. The Board repeatedly 
refused to hear th e ir  com plaints.

W H Y  COPS G E T P A Y
In  t ry in g  to prove th a t the 

tra n s it w orkers under c iv il serv­
ice don’t  need a un ion, the c ity  
and the local press have cited the 
re la tive ly  h igh pay of the police 
departm ent as an example of w hat 
the c ity  workers generally get 
under c iv i l service.

Part of the d ir ty  w ork which the 
cops are going to have to do to 
continue ge tting  th e ir  h igher pay 
is to help attem pt to smash any 
subway s trike . Police Commis­
sioner V alentine last Sunday ad­
dressed 2,500 c ity  police to ins­
tru c t them to be ready to act 
against the transp o rt workers 
th is  June. "E ve ry  station, every 
m ile  o f track, every car, every 
power-house; eve ry th ing  is cata­
logued and planned. Our strategy 
is lik e  tha t of the A rm y  —  we 
prepare fo r  eve ry th ing  in  ad­
vance”  stated Valentine.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party
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Victims of Capitalism

These are ty p ic a l in terned refugees a rr iv in g  a t a concen­
tra t io n  ram p in  France a t Iiive sa lte s  from  the camp- a t A rge les- 
S ur-M er near the Spanish border. In te rn m en t o f refugees began 
not w ith  the Peta in governm ent, but w ith  the “ dem ocratic”  re ­
gim e o f Da lad ier, whose in fam ous trea tm en t o f Spanish L o ya lis t 
refugees before the present w ar has n o t been, surpassed by H i t ­
le r h im se lf.

G M  Parleys Lag; 
Action Wanted
Pressure On Top Union Leaders Is Growing; 
Workers Want Original Demands To Stand

DETRO IT, Mich.— Negotiations between the General Mo­
tors Corporation, the United Automobile Workers (CIO) and 
the National Defense Mediation Board panel brought little  re­
sults this week.

Local unions grew restive at the lack of results, and began 
pouring the pressure on in order to force the union leadership to 
take a m ilitant stand on the union’s set of demands.

Committees representing dozens of locals have been crowd­
ing the Detroit offices of the International officials, demanding 
that the UAW bargaining committee speed up the negotiations 
and that they s tick  to the o rig in a l
demands as drawn up at the Feb­
ru a ry  GM conference.

So much pressure lias been 
b rough t to bear on the In te rn a ­
tio n a l tha t telegrams went out th is  
week from  the office of the GM 
departm ent of the UAW , ca lling  
the GM delegated conference back 
in to  session on o r about May 10, 
to  hear a report on negotiation, 
and to consider any possible pro­
posed agreement.

FO R  O R IG IN A L  D E M A N D S
Delegates to th is  GM conference, 

the  same delegates who drew up 
the excellent contract ca lling  fo r 
the  ten  cent wage increase, shop 
steward system, un ion shop, 60- 
day sen io rity  clause. $25 weekly- 
pay fo r  dra fted workers, etc., are 
expected to pu t up a determ ined 
fig h t fo r  these o rig in a l demands, 
and to speed up the long drawn 
ou t negotiations w h ich  are lead­
in g  t ile  figh t dangerously close to 
the lay-o ff period.

These delegates arc undoubted­
ly  go ing to ask many questions. 
They w i l l  w an t to know why, for 
example, t lie  nego tia ting  com m it­
tee started out to figh t fo r the 
o r ig in a l demands as drawn up by 
the GM conference; but on May 
1st in  the  United Automobile  
W orker, lis te d  the demands as 
fo llow s: "a  ten cent wage in ­
crease, recogn ition of the unions 
established position in  the GM 
plants, extension of the umpire's 
ju r is d ic tio n  and powers,, stand­
a rd  sen io rity  arid grievance pro­
visions, and fa m ily  coverage un­
der t lie  hosp ita liza tion  plan.”

W here is  the un ion shop clause? 
I t  is  substituted fo r by an am- 
b iguonsly worded phrase. The 
same goes fo r tlie  shop steward 
system, a m a jo r demand appar­
e n tly  dropped by the negotiators.

R E C O G N IZE  S M O K E  SCR EEN
The attem pt by R eutlie r and the 

nego tia ting  com m ittee to swell 
in to  m a jo r questions the um pire 
and hosp ita liza tion  questions is 
easily seen through by local un­
io n  m ilita n ts , who know very w e ll 
th a t the company lias no objection 
to  increasing the powers of the 
um pire, and tha t the question of 
revam ping the hosp ita liza tion  
plan, a lthogh im p o rtan t and ne­
cessary, does not ran k  w ith  the 
key question of establishing a 
Bhop steward system.

The patience o f many local 
un ion o ffice rs is now close to 
the b reaking po in t. I t  is  known 
th a t one whole local union ex­
ecutive board, one o f the  la rg ­
est locals in  GM, has demanded 
over and over again th a t the 
nego tia to rs  ca ll the s tr ik e  and 
ca ll i t  r ig h t  away. I t  is  very 
possible i f  nego tia tions con­
tinu e  to  d rag  ou t th a t some 
unauthorized actions w i l l  break 
out.
The corpora tion has already pre­

pared fo r the s trike , and has be­
gun to send war-orders w ork in to  
plants where fo rm erly  there was 
none. A t l lu ic k  in  F lin t,  in  a 
huge plant, where there was ab­
solute ly no war-orders work, 
there is now one machine w o rk ing  
on ro lled  steel, w h ich  is cut in to  
sm all pieces, bundled n e a tly  and 
sent over to the AC p lant, where 
th is  w o rk  was fo rm e rly  done.

T h is is the company’s move to 
use Reuther’s statement he would 
"n o t s tr ik e  defense w o rk ." By 
t l i is  method tlie  company can 
cla im  a ll p lants are engaged in 
w ar orders.

TOP C L IQ U E  F IG H T S
In  the m idst of the negotiations, 

when t lie  greatest so lid a rity  is 
needed, t lie  UAW  Executive Board 
is b r in g in g  out in to  the open its  
in ne r struggles. The backhanded 
slap a t the Addes-S talin ist ma­
chine w h ich R. J. Thomas made 
in  li is  speech in  F lin t  A p r i l 20. 
lias been followed by an open dec­
la ra tio n  o f the Reuther-Franken- 
steen-Tliomas bloc. The now open 
a lliance between R eutlie r and 
Frankensteen announced a cam­
paign to ou tlaw  from  any union 
posts, elective or appointive, in 
the in te rna tiona l o r local un 
ions, “ a ll Communists, Nazis and 
fascists.”

T h is  proposed constitu tiona l 
provision would arm  the conserv­
a tive  leadership w ith  a weapon 
against local un ion m ilita n ts  who 
oppose th e ir  policies, and reopen 
the k in d  o f fights w h ich  m arked 
the red-batting frame-ups and ex­
pulsion campaigns of Homer 
M artin .

Thus fa r the S ta lin is t have ans­
wered th is  campaign on ly  w ith  
a few  whines. B ut the Ju ly  con­
vention of the UAW  in  Buffa lo  
w i l l  see a figh t on th is  issue by 
the genuine m ilita n t elements in 
the union.

So This Is John L. Lewis’ Program 
For This Epoch Of War And Fascism!
The Leopard Hasn’t Changed His Spots Since He Backed Wendell W illkie

How To Lick The 
High Cost of Living

On the n ig h t a fte r  the an­
nouncement o f the 10-cent an 
hour wage rise, 2,000 men 
fro m  the U . S. Steel South 
W orks held, a celebration a t 
the Masonic Temple in  South 
Chicago. Johnny M ayrick , 
G ary  organ izer, g o t the  b ig ­
gest hand o f the evening when 
he declared:

“ The new con tract has a 
20-day clause and i f  the cost 
o f l iv in g  goes up we’re go­
in g  to  re-open th a t con tract 
and demand h igh e r wages!”  

T h a t’s the w a y  fo r  un ion 
men to  lic k  the h igh cost o f 
liv in g !

B y F E L IX  M ORROW
Since the fiasco o f his cam paign fo r  the election o f W endell 

W illk ie , John L. Lew is ’ fu tu re  course has been defined not too 
c learly . A t  the CIO convention las t Novem ber where P h ilip  M u r­
ray  replaced him  as president, Lew is re trieved much o f his stand­
ing  in  the eyes o f CIO  w orkers  by  h is leadership o f the f ig h t 
against the H illm a n  proposal to  make a ca p itu la to ry  peace w ith  
the A F L  bureaucracy. Lew is rose a b ig  notch h igher in  the op in ­
ion o f these w orkers when, d u rin g  the m iners ’ s tr ike , he con­
demned the N a tion a l M ed ia tion Board fo r  dem anding th a t s t r ik ­
ers go back to w o rk  before the bosses agreed to settlem ents.

B u t w h a t would be Lew is ’ general p rogram  fo r  the labor 
m ovem ent fo r  th is  period o f w a r?  Lew is made no move to  in ­
dicate th a t a t the CIO convention. On the con tra ry , i t  was notice­
able th a t he ca re fu lly  stood aside w h ile  P h ilip  M u rra y  expounded 
as a cure -a ll the  proposal fo r  “ in du s try  councils”  composed o f 
labor, em ployers and governm ent representatives w h ich— ju s t 
how, M u rra y  d id  no t make clear e ith e r a t the convention or since 
—-would solve the cou n try ’s m a jo r problems. In  the fo u r  m onths 
a fte r  the C IO  convention Lew is made no pub lic  s ta tem ent on any 
question.

W as he su lk ing  in  his te n t?  O r was he pondering.som e bold 
steps to  u rg e  upon the labo r movem ent? R um or was r ife ,  and 
t lie  inside-dope co lum nists assured th e ir  readers th a t Lew is was 
com ing fo r th  under the banner o f a  rea l Labor P a rty . The S ta lin ­
is ts  in  p a rticu la r, s t i l l  hang ing on to Lew is ’ coa t-ta ils— they even 
found aspects to  praise in  Lew is ’ support o f W illk ie — have re ­
cen tly  conducted a w h ispe ring  cam paign in  the un ions: Lew is 
would launch the Labor P a rty , Lew is was b reaking w ith  the p ro ­
w a r M u rra y , Lew is had m eant his c r it ic is m  o f  the M edia tion 
Board as, in  re a lity , c ritic ism  o f M u rra y  and Kennedy fo r  serv­
ing on it ,  etc. etc.

LEWIS NAMES HIS PRICE
W ell, Lew is has come ou t o f his ten t. The m an-m ountain has 

labored— and b rough t fo r th  a mouse. He produced i t  in  his speech 
a t a tes tim on ia l d inner to P h ilip  M u rra y  a t H a rrisbu rg , Pa., A p r i l  
30; the te x t is published in  the -M a y  5th CIO  N ew s; every w orker 
ough t to  read i t  and study it .

The rea l po in t o f Lew is ’ speech was sugar-coated by an a t­
tack on Knudsen and H illm a n . He accurate ly  characterized Knud- 
sen as a man “ who has devoted a li fe  tim e  to the b a it in g  o f lab ­
o r,”  and obviously m eant H illm a n  when he sca th ing ly  re fe rred  
to “ so-called representatives o f labor in  governm ent who squ irm  
in th e ir  seats when Knudsen ta lks  . . . ”

B u t then came the po in t to  w h ich  Lew is was lead ing:
“ M R  M U R R A Y  W IL L  B E  P RO UD TO S U P P LY  SOME 

R E A L  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  (o f labo r in  governm ent).”
T hat, in  a nutshell, is Lew is ’ p rogram  fo r  the Am erican 

w orkers  fo r  th is  epoch o f un ive rsa l w a r and m ilita r is m . “ Real”  
representatives are to  be named by the  CIO  leaders to  s it  in  the 
Roosevelt governm ent. “ Th is w a r,”  said Lew is, “ i f  there is to be 
a w ar, cannot be won by b a itin g  labo r.”  In  o ther words, the w a r 
is to- be conducted w ith  the enthusiastic p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the gov­
ernm ent o f “ re a l"  labo r leaders supplied by M u rra y  and Lewis. 
“ N o r do we w a n t to  take  p a rt in  any im p e ria lis tic  w a r,”  said 
Lew is a t another po in t in  his speech; presum ably he m eant tha t, 
i f  “ rea l”  labo r leaders were in  the service o f the governm ent, i t  
would no longer be an im p e ria lis t w ar.

T h a t th is  is w ha t Lew is m eant is indicated by  h is  w arm  praise 
fo r  the com position erf the B r it is h  wra r cabinet as contrasted to 
the present com position o f  the Am erican governm ent. Said Lew is: 

“ The d iffe rence  between labo r in  the U n ited  States and B r i t ­
ain is  tha t in  Eng land today labor is a pa rt o f the  governm ent; 
i t  s its  in  po licy-m aking  positions and has a voice in  fo rm u la tin g  
policies. In  the U n ited  States, labor is no t represented. I t  has 
no place in  the government- o r in  the cabinet. I t  has no adequate

These are c lipp ings from  the London E V E N IN G  S T A N D ­
A R D  and N E W S  C H R O N IC LE . T h is  is a ll the news which the 
“ dem ocratic”  B r it is h  governm ent pe rm its  to appear about such 
strikes, g iv in g  m erely the s trikeb rea k ing  a c tiv itie s  o f th e  gov­

ernm ent and no th ing  about the  s tr ik e  its e lf.

representation in  the  O ffice o f P roduction Management o r the 
N a tiona l Defense A dv isory  Commission o r the W ar D epartm ent.”

HOW THE BRITISH MODEL W ORKS
So Lew is likes the B r it is h  set-up? W e’d lik e  to know  how he 

feels about its  consequences. A bo u t the B r it is h  governm ent’s 
leg is la tion  ou tlaw ing  s trikes  and rendering  s tr ik e rs  punishable 
as sabotagers. The B r it is h  governm ent’s m ob iliz in g  s tr ik e rs  in to  
the a rm y  as punishm ent fo r  s tr ik in g . The o-utlawry o f the B r it is h  
D a ily  W orker (L e w is ’ S ta lin is t adm irers, who haven’t  said a word 
about th is  speech o f Lew is ought, a t the least, to ask h im  about 
th a t ! ) ;  the conscrip tion  o f women w o rke rs ; the  fa ilu re  to  keep 
prices down and p ro fits  fro m  ris ing .

Above a ll, does Lew is ’ approva l o f the com position o f the 
B r it is h  governm ent mean th a t he approves o f its  w a r aims? Its  
incred ib ly  inhum an sub jugation  o f the 475 m illio ns  o f people in  
Ind ia , who have no m ore r ig h ts  than the inhab itan ts  o f the lands 
dom inated by H itle r?  Its  o u tla w ry  o f the labo r and peasant move­
m ent o f Ceylon and B r it is h  W est A fr ic a ?  I ts  p la in ly -ind ica ted  
aim o f im posing another (even worse) Versa illes T re a ty  on the 
German masses? A l l  th is  in e v ita b ly  flow s fro m  the k ind  o f gov­
ernm ent th a t E ng land now has.

Labo r in  “ equal”  pa rtne rsh ip  w ith  cap ita l in  governm ent—  
th is  is the governm ent o f Eng land and w h a t Lew is is proposing 
fo r  th is  country. T h is  a t best— ac tu a lly  Lew is doesn’t  even ask 
fo r  equa lity  in such pa rtnersh ip  bu t m ere ly  says th a t “ M r. M u r­
ra y  w i l l  be proud to  supply some rea l representatives.”

WHAT LEWIS’ PROGRAM MEANS
Suppose Roosevelt and his Dem ocratic P a r ty  (in c lud in g  its  

po ll ta x  Congressmen) were to accept John L . Lew is ’ proposal. 
W hat, concretely, would happen? Lew is, M u rra y , Kennedy and 
th e ir  friends would s it  in  the cabinet, the OPM, the  N D A C , the 
W a r Departm ent. B u t who w ould p lay  the tune to w h ich  they 
would dance? A l l  the lega l power would s t i l l  be in  the hands o f 
the three m a in  branches o f the governm ent— the Congress, the 
P resident and the Supreme C ourt. The CIO  representatives in 
the  governm ent would be m ere ly  A P P O IN T E E S  o f the president, 
rem ovable by h im  a t any tim e.

I f  the cris is  o f Am erican cap ita lism  becomes serious, Roose-

Glen M artin A irc ra ft Workers Win 
Reinstatement A fte r Being Locked Out

BALTIM O RE, April 30—Twenty-seven members of the 
aircraft division of the United Automobile Workers (CIO) were 
physically ejected from the Glen L. Martin Bomber Company’s 
Middle River plant near here and were locked out after they had 
led a brief protest stoppage of 130 workers in the drop-hammer 
department last Wednesday.

But they were reinstated to their jobs Monday, following 
establishment of a CIO picket-line of the fired men and striking 
sympathizers before the gates of the plant Thursday and after 
a union protest to the NLRB.

The company agreed, after a conference with state and fed­
eral labor department conciliators, to restore to their jobs all the 
locked-out union men and those who struck in sympathy with 
them, and to meet with any de­
pa rtm enta l grievance com m ittee 
of two elected workers, inc lud ing  
a un ion  committee.

A lthough a ll un ion men were' 
returned to th e ir  jobs, tire com­
pany issued a statem ent Monday 
which declared:

"N o separate agreement has 
been made by tlie  company w ith  
anyone. There never has been one

sioner of labor and s ta tis tics  of 
the State o f M aryland, and my­
self, M r. John E. O’Connor, con­
c il ia to r  o f the United States De­
pa rtm ent of Labor and C oncilia­
tion , held a two hour conference 
w ith  t lie  G. L . M a rtin  Company 
on A p r i l 24th, 1941, and today 1 
again conferred w ith  the company. 
The Company, through M r. I I .  F. 
V o lim er, vice-president o f the

word of negotiations w ith  John COmpany in  charge of manufac- 
E. O’Conner (federal conc ilia to r) 
or Judge John Pohlhous (state 
conc ilia to r) or any CIO represen­
tative .

"There  is no th ing  new in  our 
ob ligations to hear the grievances 
of any in d iv id u a l or representa­
tives of any group among our em­
ployees. T ha t ob liga tion  has pre­
vailed fo r  years as pa rt of our 
comprehensive agreement w ith  a ll 
ou r workers. The on ly s tipu la tion  
lias been th a t prescribed proce­
dure m ust be fo llow ed.”

C O M P A N Y  L IE S  N A IL E D
The company attem pt to cover 

up its  concessions was answered 
by a un ion lea fle t Monday which 
quoted federal con c ilia to r O’Cor.- 
n o r’s report to the un ion repres­
entatives last F riday . T h is  report 
sta ted:

"M r. John Pohlhous, commls-

tu r in g , agreed w ith  mo tha t a ll 
s tr ike rs , in c lud in g  the twenty- 
seven who were ejected from  the 
p lan t on A p r i l 23rd, 1941. are to 
re tu rn  to w o rk  w ith o u t D IS C R I­
M IN A T IO N  OR PR E JU D IC E ; 
A N D  T H E  COMPANY W IL L  RE­
COGNIZE A  G R IE V A N C E  COM­
M IT T E E  chosen by the EM ­
PLOYEES in  any departm ent to 
take up any grievance of the em­
ployes in  th e ir  department. There 
shall be no more than two men 
on the grievance conimir.tee.”

C O M P A N Y  B A C K E D  DO W N
The company’s assertion tha t 

"the re  is no th ing  new”  in  th e ir 
agreeing to meet w ith  “ represent­
atives of any group among our 
employees”  is an o u trig h t lie. 
The company, w h ich employs 16,- 
800 w orkers a t the M iddle R ive r 
p lan t and has a backing o f $450,-

000,000 w orth  of w a r orders from  
; the U n ited  States and Great B ri- 
ita in , has h ith e rto  refused to meet 
w ith  any un ion committee, and 

. the management has required 
tha t workers take up th e ir  own 
grievances in d iv id u a lly  w i t h  
th e ir  foremen o r the company’s 
"Labor Relations Board.”

The attem pted lock-out o f the 
27 un ion men was pa rt o f tlie  
company’s e ffo r t to prevent the 
fu r th e r  grow th  o f the UAW’ in  
the plant. The un ion has been 
conducting an organ iz ing drive of 
g row ing proportions.

The ejection and lock-out of 
these workers grew out of a b rie f 
w o rk  stoppage of 130 men o f the 
drop-hammer departm ent in  an 
e ffo rt to compel the company to 
meet w ith  th e ir  elected com m it­
tee and ad just a m ounting  vo l­
ume of grievances.

A fte r  the company f la t ly  refused 
to meet the elected com m ittee of 
five, the men returned to work 
and the company threw  out 27 of 
the leading s trike rs .

F IG H T  PO O R LY O R G A N IZ E D
W hile  conditions in  the p lan t 

are among the worst in  the a ir ­
c ra ft in d u s try  and am ply ju s tify  
s tr ik e  action, th is  p a rtic u la r stop­
page was pulled w ith o u t adequate 
preparations. F rank  Bender, CIO 
regional d irec to r in  Baltim ore, 
called together a few job stew­
ards the n ig h t before and the ac­
tion  was decided cm w ith o u t 
knowledge o f most of the union 
members and job stewards in  the 
plant.

F u rth e r confusion was created 
among the w orkers and union 
men, when Bender decided to a t­
tem pt to  secure the re instatem ent 
o f the locked-out men by try in g

to tu rn  the lock-out in to  a fu ll- 
fledged s tr ik e  w ith o u t the vote 
and knowledge o f the un ion men, 
or w ith o u t any p r io r  “ ta lk in g  i t  
up”  and s tr ik e  organ ization w ith ­
in  the p lan t. When the workers 
were suddenly confronted w ith  a 
p icket sign asking them to stay 
out of the p lan t on Wednesday, 
and having had no p r io r  kno w l­
edge th a t a s tr ik e  was contem­
plated o r w hat the issues were, 
they w ent in to  work.

U N IO N  M E N  L E A R N
As a resu lt of these experiences, 

however, the un ion rank-and-file 
has learned a valuable lesson 
about the need fo r fu ll pa rtic ip a ­
tion  and discussion by the mem­
bership in  any contemplated 
s tr ik e  actions and fo r  thorough 
preparation and organ ization in 
advance of any serious step.

The fact th a t even these poorly 
prepared actions made the com­
pany back down to  the extent of 
re h ir in g  the locked-out men and 
pay lip-service to the p rinc ip le  
o f dealing w ith  a un ion com m it­
tee has shown the w orkers what 
genuine ly e ffective and care fu lly  
planned union action can accom­
plish.

I t  is generally agreed among 
the un ion men tha t the job ahead 
is to strengthen union organiza­
tio n  w ith in  a ll the departments 
in  preparation fo r  a ha rd -h itting , 
well-planned campaign of union 
action to niake the company nego­
tia te  w ith  the union.

W hile  governm ent figures show 
th a t the Glen L. M a rtin  company 
netted $1,000 p ro fit per w o rke r 
in  1940, the average pay In the 
M iddle R iver p lan t is from  50 to 
60 cents an hour, 10 to 20 cents 
less than in  any organized a ir ­
c ra ft p lan t in  the country.

v e lt m ay ava il h im se lf o f ju s t  th is  proposal o f John L . Lew is, 
appo in ting  labo r leaders as so m any fig -lea fs  to  cover up the re ­
actiona ry  na ture  o f his regim e. Or, to  use an even more p e rtin ­
ent figu re  o f speech, Lew is and M u rra y  would in  a revo lu tio n a ry  
cris is  serve Roo-sevelt as ligh tn ing -rod s , ha rm lessly  d raw ing  o f f  
and b u ry in g  the r is in g  class consciousness o f the w orkers.

A nd  a fte r  the cris is  were thus weathered ? Then Roosevelt 
could uncerem oniously boot out the door the labo r leaders who 
have served his purpose—-and the labo r movem ent would, a t best, 
have to s ta r t  fro m  the ground up a t th a t tim e. F a r m ore like ly , 
having fa iled  to lake over the governm enta l power in  its  e n tire ty  
d u rin g  the re vo lu tio n a ry  cris is, the labor m ovem ent would pay fo r  
th a t fa ilu re  by being driven  down, down in to  the dust by an “ A m e­
r ica n ”  fascism  o r m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip .

T h is  is the dead-end to  w h ich  John L . Lew is ’ “ new”  p ro ­
gram  would lead us. Th«Cre is no th ing  new about it .  J u s t such 
coa litions between labo r leaders and cap ita lis ts  led to the down­
fa l l  o f the labo r movements o f Germ any, France, Spain, Belg ium . 
F o r such coa litions weakened, d isrupted and discred ited the labo r 
movements o f those countries and le f t  them  easy p rey fo r  na tive  
reaction  and fo re ig n  invaders. Lew is is m ere ly  tra v e llin g  in  the 
footsteps o f the B lum s, K au tskys, Caballeros, who led the E uro­
pean w o rk in g  class to its  doom. L ike  them, Lew is paves the w ay 
fo r  a na tive  o r fo re ig n  H itle r .

W11AT LEW IS COVERS VP
Lew is g lides over the “ d e ta il”  th a t his “ rea l representatives”  

would be A P P O IN T E E S  o f Roosevelt. B u t th a t is the  key to  the 
whole prohlem . The rea c tion a ry  na tu re  o f such labo r-cap ita l coal­
itions  is g la r in g ly  revealed by the specific fo rm  o f  the U.S. gov­
ernm ent; here the “ labo r representa tives”  would be appointed by 
a president and a Congress con tro lled  by the c a p ita lis t pa rties. 
In  B r ita in  the re a lity  th a t Bevin and the o ther Laborites  are re a l­
ly  no th in g  bu t appointees o f C h u rch ill and the T o ry  p a r ty  is 
covered over by the pa rlia m e n ta ry  fo rm u la  o f an agreem ent be­
tween Conservative and Labor pa rties  to  . fo rm  the governm ent 
together. The U.S. fo rm  o f governm ent has th is  l i t t le  v ir tu e —  
i t  reveals more crudely the rea l re la tionsh ip  between a ca p ita lis t 
p resident and Congress and th e ir  appointee labo r lackeys.

NO LA B O R  L E A D E R  ¡¿H A LL ACC EPT A P P O IN T M E N T  
B Y  A  C A P IT A L IS T  G O V E R N M E N T . I t  is th is  fundam enta l 
p rinc ip le  w h ich  Lew is ’ proposed p rogram  v io lates.

Speaking o f the H illm a ns (w ith o u t m en tion ing  them ), Lew is 
said in  his speech:

“ I t  is tru e  th a t there are some ind iv idua ls  from  labo r in the 
(governm ent) set-up. B u t they do not represent labo r in govern ­
m ent; they represent the governm ent in labor. T h e ir business is 
to  ch lo ro fo rm  labor so th a t i t  w i l l  be voiceless and supine and go 
alpng w ith  any po licy in  the in te rests o f those who would make 
a financ ia l k il l in g  in  th is  emergency.”

A ccura te words— but they also describe, in  add ition  to the 
present H illm ans, A N Y B O D Y  E LS E  who would accept appo in t­
m ent by the Roosevelt governm ent. W h a t tw o o r three appointees 
are doing, would also- be done by tw e n ty  o r th ir t y  appointees. The 
same process w ould operate in  e ith e r case.

THE REAL ANSWER: THE LABOR PARTY
W e T ro tsky is ts  w an t to  see rea l labo r representatives in  

governm ent. B u t we mean ju s t  tha t. W e w a n t to  see labo r rep­
resentatives and not appointees o f a c a p ita lis t p resident and Con­
gress. W e w an t to see representatives o f the w o rk in g  class who 
are in governm ent in  spite o f and aga inst the w i l l  o f  the ca p ita l­
ists. We don’t  w a n t to see labor leaders serv ing as la bo r lack­
eys o f the p o lit ic a l agents o f the bosses. We w a n t la bo r’s own, 
fre e ly  chosen by labor, w ith o u t any com m itm ents o r “ p a rtn e r­
sh ip”  deals w ith  bosses.

W hich  means th a t we w a n t a Labor P a rty , created by and 
contro lled by the organ izations o f the w o rk in g  class, launched 
w ith  a class program . We w an t a  Labor P a rty  m il ita n t  enough 
to arouse, no t on ly the trade  un ion ists, b u t also the unorganized 
workers, the to il in g  fa rm ers , the oppressed and d is inherited  o f 
c ity  and country . A  Labor P a rty  whose candidates w i l l  be s tr ic t ly  
contro lled by the p a r ty  and under no circum stances ever to be 
candidates o f c a p ita lis t pa rties. Class aga inst class— th a t is w h a t 
is go ing on in  the economic field and is long overdue on the p o lit ­
ica l fie ld. I t  is tim e  to end the company union ism  th a t Lew is and 
h is  type  have fo r  so long fo isted .upon the w o rk in g  class in  
po litics !

One representative elected to Congress by such a Labor 
P a r ty  w i l l  be o f in fin ite ly  more value to the w o rk in g  class tha n  a 
hundred trade  union o ffic ia ls  appointed to governm ent posts by 
Roosevelt. He w i l l  be a rea l asset, where the hundred w i l l  be 
lia b ilit ie s — chloro fo rm , in  Lew is ’ w o rd— on the w o rk in g  class.

I t  is not a t a l l a question o f coun ting  ou r lone representative 's 
vote As aga inst the m any votes o f the c a p ita lis t Congressmen. 
The a rith m e tic  o f the class s trugg le  operates d if fe re n t ly  than 
th a t— a Labor P a rty  spokesman in Congress w i l l  stand up as a 
tr ibu ne  o f the people, sum m oning the  masses to shout th e ir  de­
mands so loud th a t even the deafest p o ll-ta x  Congressman w i l l  
hear. A  Labor P a rty  spokesman w i l l  speak, no t to  the Congress» 
men, bu t to the masses, sum m oning them  to s trugg le  in a ll fields' 
and everywhere— in  the  economic fie ld  and in  the armed forces, 
no t m ere ly  a t the b a llo t box.

T h a t is w h y  one such spokesman, genu ine ly representa tive  
o f the w o rk in g  class, cannot even be spoken o f in the same cate­
g o ry  w ith  the labor lackeys appointed by a c a p ita lis t president 
and Congress.

A WORKERS’ AND FARMERS’ GOVERNMENT
Once the Labor P a rty  would be launched, i t  would speedily 

con fro n t the c a p ita lis t class as the a u th o rita tiv e  representative 
o f the to il in g  masses— the g reat m a jo r ity  o f the popu lation. Long  
before the co rru p t and m an ipu lab lc  e lectora l m ach inery w ou ld  
re g is te r m ore than a fra c tio n  o f the Labo r P a r ty ’s ac tua l 
s treng th , the p a r ty  would count m illio n s  o f f irm  adherents. A nd  
they would re g is te r th e ir  votes in  m any w ays beside the ba llo t 
box—-they would reg is te r them  every day wherever w o rke rs ’ in ­
terests are in v o lv e d .- '

T h is  w a r is b u t the extrem e expression o f the bankrup tcy  o f 
the c a p ita lis t class w h ich  Roosevelt represents. F o r the second 
tim e in  a generation i t  can o ffe r  us no th in g  b u t death and de­
s truc tion . A nd a f te r  the  w a r i t  can o ffe r  us, a t best, a re tu rn  to 
the economic cris is  o f 1929-1940. Those who, a t th is  c r it ic a l ju n c ­
tu re  in  the h is to ry  o f hum an ity , would tie  the w o rk in g  class to 
the fa te  o f the c a p ita lis t class, would thereby lead i t  to  the fa te  
o f the European w o rk in g  class.

Labor m ust appear in the po litica l arena n o t as appointed 
serv ito rs  o f the ru lin g  class, b u t as the r ig h t fu l leaders o f the 
nation . T h a t is w ha t the Labor P a rty  means today.

I ts  goal is indicated by the needs o f  the masses— security  
aga inst w a r and fascism , aga inst w a n t and hunger. T ha t m eans" 
th a t the Labor P a rty  seeks 'the  helm  o f the ship o f society.

F o r a .W o rke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Governm ent— th a t is w h y  we 
need, w hy we m ust have, a Labo r P a rty .
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The Bosses Offensive Against The Workers
Employers Attacking  
O n Four Fronts
Anti-strike Laws, Longer Hours Without Overtime 
Taxes, Government "Borrowing“ To Cut Living Standards

w -

The employing class and the federal government within 
the past two weeks have launched their "Spring Offensive" 
against American labor.

Primary objectives of this onslaught are to prevent further 
wage increases in the face of rising prices and to divert a large 
portion of mass purchasing power into financing the war in­
dustries and war program.

The administration vainly hopes to curb price inflation 
by preventing the workers from spending their wages.

A four-fold drive is under way:
1. To p reven t s trikes  by legis

la tiv e  decree.
2. To increase production by 

lengthening hours and e lim in a tin g  
overtim e pay.

3. To ex to rt b illion s  from  wage- 
earners through increased income 
taxes on the lowest income brack­
ets and through excise taxes on 
consumers goods.

4. Sale o f governm ent bonds to 
low  wage-earners to siphon o ff 
any increases in  purchasing pow­
er by h igh pressure methods.

1. A N T I-S T R IK E  M O VES
O ver-rid ing the strenuous ob­

jections of every section of organ­
ized labor, the House Rules Com­
m ittee  on A p r i l 30 voted out the 
an ti-s trike , open-shop V inson b ill 
and sent i t  to the House floo r 
where i t  is expected to be debated 
th is  week.

A d m in is tra tio n  backing is 
openly being given to  the main 
fea tu re  o f the b ill,  which would 
provide a] com pulsory 25-day 
“ c o o lin g -o ff"  period between 
the tim e o f a s tr ik e  vote and 
m aking  the vote e ffec tive . F o l­
low ing  the line  o f s tra teg y  
which the M IL IT A N T  several 
weeks ago predicted it -  would 
pursue, the A d m in is tra tio n  has 
o ffe red  its  backing to  the b ill 
provided i t  is  lim ite d  to the one 
fea tu re  o f the “ co o lin g -o ff”  
period.
T h is  would be offered to organ­

ized labor as a “ compromise." 
(The o rig in a l b i l l also provides 
fo r  the open-shop in w ar indus- 
s tries ). By th is  "h a rd  cop. soft 
cop”  game, the A dm in is tra tion  
hopes to get the trade union lead­
ersh ip  to accept the p rinc ip le  of 
lim ita tio n s  upon the r ig h t to 
s tr ik e  as a “ lesser e v il”  to even 
harsher anti-labor legis lation.

2. LO N G E R  W O R K -W E E K
W h ile  th is  d irec t offensive 

against wage increases gains 
headway, Roosevelt last week la id 
the  basis fo r a d rive  to increase 
the w o rk in g  day and w o rk in g  
week by his declaration that in-

M anufacturers las t S u n d a y ,  
through its  executive vice-presi­
dent, W a lte r Weisenburger, declar­
ed its e lf fo r longer w o rk ing  hours, 
asserting: “ We w an t to help the 
President achieve the / twenty- 
four-hour, seven-day week because 
we believe i t  is  necessary, but ice 
must be rea lis tic ."

W hat the employers are a im ing  
a t is fu rth e r indicated in  an As­
sociated Press dispatch from  
W ashington, May 3, in  wh ich “ in ­
formed quarters”  close to the “ de­
fense o ffic ia ls ”  were in terviewed. 
The dispatch states: “ Technical 
problems and the extra  pay in 
many industries  fo r  Sunday and 
n ig h t w ork  were said to make i t  
im practicab le to solve the problem 
o f the ‘week-end blackout’ s im p ly  
by adding add itiona l sh ifts .”  
• The  campaign to wipe o u t,th e  

fo rty -hour week was fu rth e r given 
im petus in the statem ent of Pres­
iden t James Kem per of the l). S. 
Chamber o f Commerce before tha t 
body’s convention in  W ashington 
on A p r i l 28.

“ A t the present tim e ,”  Kem ­
per said, “ we have g a in fu lly  em­
ployed in  Am erica 40.000,000 
workers accom plishing 80,000,000,- 
000 hours of productive e ffo rt. I t  
is  estimated tha t the defense pro­
gram  w i l l  require  20.000.000,000 
w o rk  hours, th a t is 25 per cent of 
our productive e ffo rt. We can’t 
h a vé ' our cake and eat i t  too: 
e ithe r every employed person in  
the country m ust do. on the aver­
age, 25 per cent, more w ork, or 
we m ust get along w ith o u t some 
of the th ings we have now."

3. T A X IN G  T H E  W O R KERS
The proposed new federal taxes, 

w h ich are discussed in  more de­
ta il on another section o f th is  
page, w ill raise the to ta l tax load 
on the Am ericaft wage-earners to 
a po in t where 24 cepts out of 
every d o lla r o f income w i l l  be 
taken fo r taxes, according to Da­
n ie l Bell, Under-Secretary of the 
Treasury.

E ll io t t  V. Bell, in  a special ar-

in g  could be siphoned, back in to  
the Treasury."

This same a rtic le  shows that 
most o f the lim ite d  wage in ­
creases won by the recent great 
s tr ik e  wave are already eaten up 
by price rises, s ta ting  tha t the 
"tre n d  is shown by the govern­
m ent’s index o f basic com m odity 
prices which has gone up Hü pet 
cent.”

4. “ V O L U N T A R Y  S A V IN G ”
Last week, Roosevelt personal­

ly  inaugurated the e ffo rt to fin ­
ance the w ar in  part by “ borrow ­
in g ”  from  the masses of people 
through sale o f government bonds 
and savings stamps, w ith  the in ­
ten t of ra is ing  $6,333,000,000 out 
of d iverted purchasing power. 
T h is  sum is the add itiona l amount 
over taxes required by the govern­
m ent to pay fo r its  w a r program  
in  the next fiscal year.

The purpose of th is  huge loan 
drive , directed p r im a r ily  a t the 
low  income groups, is stated by 
John MacCormac in  the New York  
Times, May 4, as follows:

“ The government is not o ffe rin g  
an a lte rna tive  to p riva te  invest­
ment, but an a lte rna tive  to spend­
ing. I f  increased wages were to 
be spent on consumers’ goods it 
would mean an increased demand 
tha t in  the na tu ra l order of th ings 
would require the m anufacturers 
o f such goods to bid against de­
fense m an u fac tu re rs 'fo r labor and 
raw  m ateria ls, sending prices up 
and re q u irin g  the im position  of a 
r ig id  system o f p r io r it ie s  and 
price controls. I f  the U n ited 
States is to make an a ll-ou t ef­
fo r t  to preserve democracy, i t  is 
urged, i t  cannot ca rry  on business 
as usual. The production o f con­
sumers’ goods m ust be kept sta­
tion a ry  o r even reduced so that 
the output of defense equipment 
van be increased.”

-<a

500 Percent More Income Tax How Workers Pay Most Taxes

'«Si '

“Defense” Bonds Slice 
At Mass Buying Power

Pre-War Taxes 
Struck Masses 
Hardest Also

dustry  m ust be put upon a 7-day t id e  in the New Y ork  Times, A p r il
a week, 24 hour a day system of 
operation.

A ltho ug h  Roosevelt was ex­
trem e ly  care fu l to  add the “ be­
l ie f ”  th a t th is  could be done 
w ith o u t lengthen ing (he w ork 
week, the leading employers 
groups have leaped on the P re­
s iden t’s s ta tem ent as a s p rin g ­
board to  launch (h e ir d rive  to  
lengthen hours and c u t over­
tim e  pay.
The N ationa l Association of'

27, declared o f the new tax pro­
gram :

“ Thus the problem that con­
fronted the Treasury expert^ and 
members of the House Ways and 
Means Committee as they sat 
down to draw  up a new tax b ill 
last week was not m erely to raise 
some money. I t  was also to pro­
vide a means wheteby a pa rt of 
the increased purchasing powet 
tha t is being pumped in to  the na­
tion a l economy by defense spend­

The proposed new federal taxes, 
w h ich  w ill fa il most heavily on 
the lowest wage-earners, do not 
in troduce a new policy of taxa­
tion  in  the United States.

They w il l  s im p ly  aggravate a 
system o f ta x  ex to rtio n  wh ich 
year by year has dug deeper and 
deeper in to  the already meagre 
incomes o f the poor.

T iie to ta l of a ll taxes collected 
by local, state and federal gov­
ernm ents in  1938, according to 
U. S, T reasury Departm ent re­
cords, was $14,811,000,000.

73.6 per cent o f a ll these ta x ­
es were secured by means o f 
"regress ive ”  types o f levies, 
th a t is, levies based not on the 
a b ility  o f the ind iv idua l to pay, 
bu t hearing d ire c tly  on the con­
sumers and wage-earners— ex­
cise taxes on commodities, sales 
taxes, pay ro ll taxes, customs 
duties and ta r if fs .  M any o f 
these taxes are “ hidden,”  and 
arc passed on to  the consumer 
in the price o f w ha t he buys.

T erm ing the present tax struc­
ture of the country as “ ne ither 
preconceived nor sc ien tifica lly  im ­
posed, but the resu lt of po litica l 
pressure and compromise,”  Dr. H. 
Dewey Anderson, executive secre­
ta ry  of t iie  Tem porary N ationa l 
Economic Committee, w ro te  a re­
po rt on taxes in  w h ich  he de­
clared:

“ E v e n  fu n c tio n in g  in a 
peacetime economy, the federal 
revenue system has proved so 
regressive in. character as to 
in te rfe re  seriously w ith  busi­
ness recovery, because i t  so 
sharp ly  cu rta ils  mass purchas­
ing  power.”

In  1930, the TNEC report 
shows, “ progressive”  taxes—grad 
uated income, corporation profits, 
contribu ted 72.2 per cent o f .fed­
eral revenues. In  1938, “ progres 
s ive”  federal taxes supplied on ly 
54.4 per cent. In  eigh.t years, fed­

The last war was financed in large part through the so- 
called Liberty Bond loans. This form of high-pressure ‘‘borrow­
ing" raised over $21,000,000,000, between 1917 and .1919, 30 
per cent o f which came from families with incomes of less than 
$2,000 a year during a period of sky-high price inflation.

Last week Roosevelt, this time prior to the declaration of 
war, launched a similar campaign as part of the bosses’ efforts 
to get the masses to finance the war.

It is hoped that this campaign w ill raise some $6.000,000,000 
to  $7,000.000,000 in the  next 
fiscal year.

W h ile  the A d m in is tra tio n  in ­
sists th a t the present campaign 
w ill not be pu t over by the pres­
sure used in  the last w a r —  its  
quotas, “ s lacker”  lis ts, pledges, in-' 
vo lun ta ry  pay-ro ll deductions and 
payment of wages p a rtia lly  in 
bonds and war-savings stamps — 
there is l i t t le  doubt tha t, as the 
w ar financing campaign develops, 
these same methods w il l  be more 
and more applied.

T iie  New Y ork Tost on May 3 
w rote:

“ I t ’s a ll p re tty  confusing and 
haphazard at the moment and tiie  
“ rea l’ d rive  actua lly  hasn 't been 
started .”

W hat tha t ‘rea l’ d rive  w ill ho 
lik e  is indicated by the fu rth e r 
comment:

“ The greatest s tim u lus  w ill 
come, tho tigh, when the thous­
ands o f A m erican corporations 
w o rk in g  on defense pro jects 
p u t in  system atic  employee- 
purchase plans. T ha t's  where 
the money is, fo r  in  those cor­

porations is where the na tion ’s 
wage-earners may be found.

“ Am erican Telephone and 
Telegraph| Corp. a lready has 
announced its  in te n tio n  to 
adopt th is  po licy and so lic it 
vo lun ta ry  pay-check deductions 
from  its  employees. The T reas­
u ry  D epartm ent is understood 
to he h ig h ly  favo rab le  to  th is  
proposal.

“ P ayro ll deduction plans 
proved the best method o f ra is ­
in g  cash d u rin g  the 1917-1919 
L ib e rty  Loan campaigns. A t  
the he igh t o f th a t drive, there 
were 'honor fac to ries ’ where 
every employee owned a $50 
bond.”
“ Purchasers are using past sav­

ings to buy the defense stamps 
and bonds so fa r, bank offic ia ls 
report,”  w rites  the New Y ork  Tost 
May 3. adding: “ T h a t’s to be ex­
pected a t the s tart, bu t t iie  big 
task before the Treasury is to get 
people to use cu rren t earnings for 
purchases.

“ O nly in  th a t way can enough 
money be raised and one of the

FEDERALSTATE LOCAL TAXES ,

•By 1938, over 73 per cent o f a ll taxes, federal, sta te  and 
local, were o f the “ regressive”  type, w h ich are o f the sales and 
pa y -ro ll va r ie ty  and s tr ik e  d ire c tly  a t the consumer and wage- 
earner. “ P rogressive" taxes, based on a b ility  to  pay, accounted 
fo r  o n iy a  l i t t le  more than 26 per cent o f a ll taxes collected. The 
new proposed federa l taxes w ill in te n s ify  “ regressive”  taxes.

Workers Facing 
Huge W ar Taxes
Proposed New Federal Levies Strike 
Directly at Low-Wage Earners

Roosevelt's mechanized m ilita ry forces w ill be greased with 
butter just like H itle r’s.

That was made plain when Secretary Morgenthau, present­
ing the Treasury’s plan for raising an additional $3,500,000,000 
in taxes, declared before the 1 louse Ways and Means Committee 
on April 24 that the proposed tax program “ w ill help to mobil­
ize our resources for defense by reducing the amount of money 
that the public can spend for comparatively less important 
things.’'

I Tree types of taxes are proposed in the Treasury plan, 
approxim ately one

era l “ regressive”  taxes had in ­
creased 145.4 per cent.

The TN EC  report concludes by 
s ta ling :

"T he  b ru n t o f the expanded 
Federal tax  program  has been 
borne by the people, la rge ly  
the consum ing public, no t in 
propo rtion  to  th e ir  ind iv idua l 
ab ilitie s  to  pay taxes, bu t ac­
cord ing to th e ir  in a b ility  to re ­
s is t the im position  o f added in ­
d ire c t taxes.”
A  graph ic p ic tu re  of the pres­

ent tax  burden on the workers 
is given by the TNEC report.

In  1938, 17 per cent o f Am e­
rican  fam ilies  averaged annual 
incomes o f on ly $346. “ H idden”  
taxes took from  them 22 cents 
ou t o f every do lla r they earned. 
A lthough  th is  income group is 
one o f extrem e poverty, having 
no savings and rece iv ing only 
3.5 per cent o f the na tiona l in ­
come, i t  paid 3.7 per cent o f a ll 
taxes.
A t the upper end o f the income 

ladder, the .3 per cent of those 
whose average annual income is 
$47,600, and who have amassed 
30:4 per cent of a ll in d iv id u a l sav­

ings, paid on ly  17,7 per cent of 
a ll taxes.

The 29.5 per cent o f the pop­
u la tion  w ith  incomes between 
$500 and $1,000 annually, 
shelled ou t 21.9 cents ou t o f 
every do lla r to  the various gov­
ernm ents fo r  taxes.
The bu lk  of taxes has come 

from  the 75 per cent of the pop­
u la tion  whose incomes have a l­
ways been on the subsistence 
level or below.

Now the bosses and th e ir  po li­
tica l sate llites are proposing to 
place the crush ing burden of w ar 
financing on these masses already 
bled w h ite  by taxes.

T H E  F IR S T  IS S U E  OF

LA VERITE
A M on th ly  O rgan fo r  French- 
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5 CEN TS A  COPY 

O rder from  
D A L E  E D W A R D S  

P.O.B. 173, S ta tion  D
New Y ork , N . Y.

prim e purposes of the drive  — 
the ave rting  o f h igher prices fo r 
consumer goods and of an in fla ­
tio n a ry  blow-off —  be achieved.”

U N E M P L O Y M E N T
“ IN S U R A N C E ”

One ol’ the in tents behind th is  
borrow ing d rive  is to bu ild  up a 
reserve o f post-war purchasing 
power.

Of th is , the New Y ork  Times, 
May 4, states:

“ I f  the h ith e rto  unemployed 
were to spend th e ir  new wages or 
the already employed th e ir  in ­
creased wages on consumers' 
goods instead of la y ing  p a rt of 
them  by in  the fo rm  of savings 
the post-war dem obilization of in ­
du s try  would fin d  them  with, no 
reserves to tide  over the period  
of adjustm ent . . . Hence the new 
bonds are care fu lly  devised to d is­
courage borrow ing against them 
o r redem ption u n t il ten years 
have passed.

T h a t’s w hat you can look 
fo rw a rd  to  a fte r  the w a r— un­
em ployment, and t ry in g  to  live  
on you r savings.
The bonds designed fo r the 

sm all income groups are known 
as Series E bonds, in  denomina­
tions rang ing from  $25 to $1,000. 
These are not sold at th e ir  fu l l  
face-value. A  $25 bond is sold fo r 
$18.75, and is redeemable fo r  Cull 
value in  10 years. T h is  would dis­
courage borrow ing against the 
bond or redem ption before the 10 
years are up, because th is  would 
involve sacrific ing potentia l value.

On the o ther hand, those w ith  
large incomes are offered Series 
G bonds, rang ing from  $1,000 to 
$10,000. These bonds are sold at 
face value, and in  add ition  pro­
vide 2% %  in te rest every year, 
paid by governm ent check semi­
annually.

Thus the bonds w i l l  deprive the 
low income earner o f the use of 
his money fo r many years, w h ile  
the rich , who can’t  spend a ll 
th e ir  money fo r personal use any­
how, can p u l th e ir  dividends in  
cold storage and got a regu lar in ­
come from  tiie  government. W hen­
ever they w ant to cash ll ie ir  
bonds in  they can get fu l l  face 
value from  them.

T iie  w orkers who have to w a it 
10 years to realize on th e ir  loans 
to the governm ent may find tha t 
a fte r the w a r th e ir  money w ill be 
paid back in  in fla ted  currency, 
w h ich  w il l  not have the buying 
power, o f the present do lla r, and 
th a t they w i l l  he taxed to death 
to raise the money to pay the 
governm ent debts Incurred in  the 
war, in c lud in g  the w ar “ savings”  
bonds.

eacli to secure 
th ird  of t iie  to ta l tax increases. 
The plan is aim ed to h it  the 
w orkers hardest.

SO AK T H E  POOR •
(1.) Sales and excise taxes — 

levies on consumer purchases — 
are proposed to raise $1,233,000,-
000. These would include ad d ition ­
al taxes on cigarettes and tobacco, 
beer and o ther liquors, amuse­
ments —  in c lud in g  a 10% tax on 
ch ild re n ’s movie admissions o f 10 
cents —  and o ther so-called “ lu x ­
uries.”  These are a ll poor-man 
taxes.

(2.) A d d itio na l d irec t personal 
income taxes to raise $1,521,000,- 
000 are proposed, on a new sched 
ulc p lacing the increases on the 
low er and m iddle income groups 
going increasing ly  easy on those 
in  the $50,000 to $750,000 cate 
gories, w h ile  e n tire ly  exempting 
from  increases a ll those who 
“ earn”  over $750,000 a year, tha t 
is, the ru lin g  bankers and indus 
tr ia lis ts  of the country.

Single wage-earners earn ing as 
l i t t le  as $800 a year and up to 
$2,000 w ill,  in  add ition  to the pre­
sent income tax  w h ich  went in to  
effect th is  year, be required un­
der the new proposal to pay an 
add itiona l 11 per cent su rtax  on 
th e ir  taxable income. Those w itl i 
incomes between $2,000 and $2,500 
w il l  have a 14 per cent add itiona l 
su rtax  slapped on them.

In  other words, those whose in ­
comes are a lready below the com­
fo rt and decency level of ex is t­
ence are to have an increase in 
income taxes of almost 400 pel 
cent, w h ile  the Morgans, Fords, 
Rockefellers and th e ir  k ind, who 
make tiie  w ar pro fits  m illio ns  
w il l  be required to make tin- 
“ equal sacrifices”  of —  nothing 
more.

(3.) Less Ilian  a th ird  o f these 
new taxes are to be collected by 
levies on corpora tion incomes.

Assistant Secretary of the Treas­
u ry  John S u llivan , in  o u tlin in g  
tim  proposed corpora tion income 
tax increase, declared:

“ In  th is  connection, however, 
i t  is im p o rta n t to  keep in  mind 
th a t in  the past many financia l 
co rpora tions have received prac­
tic a l exem ption from  the in ­
come tax  due to  th e ir  ow ner­
sh ip  o f tax-exem pt, securities. 
A  la rge  volume o f these securi­
ties is in  the fo rm  o f p a r tia lly  
tax-exem pt Federal securities.

“ At. present, approx im ate ly  
$20.000.000.000 (b illio n s ) o f 
such securities arc held by co r­
porations.”

W H E R E  T A X  B U R D E N  IS
W h ile  those w ith  (lie  most ab il 

ity  to pay have thus evaded paying 
taxes on $20.000,000,000 of income 
in  the recent past, a report of Hu 
Tem porary N ationa l Economic 
Committee reveals tha t the wage- 
earners and consumers by I!>38 
were paying  73.6 *per cent of a ll 
federal, state and local taxes 
th rough so-called' regressive taxes,

w h ich  fa l l  e n tire ly  on the con­
sumer.

T h is  tendency to th row  the 
greatest burden o f taxa tion  on 
those w ith  the least a b ili ty  to pay 
has increased in  tiie  past three 
years.

The T reasury ’s tax proposals 
have been countered by the Ways 
and Means Com m ittee w ith  pro­
posals suggested by th e ir  own tax 
“ experts,”  in c lu d in g  C o lin  Slam , 
chief consu ltan t fo r  the Jo in t Com­
m ittee on In te rn a l Revenue Tax­
ation.

Stam's idea is to reduce the 
am ount collected by income taxes 
in  the new tax b il l to on ly $1,100,- 
000,000 instead of $1,521,000,000. 
He would place a lower surtax on 
the lowest incomes, s ix  per cent 
instead of eleven per cent as Mor- 
ganthau has asked.

B u t th is  seeming so lic itude fo r 
the low  wage earner is a fraud , 
fo r the d ifference in  revenue be­
tween the two income tax pro­
posals would be made up by much 
s t if fe r  excise tax, w h ich  would in ­
clude taxeS on such commodities 
as coffee, cocoa, tea, sugar, elec­
t r ic  l ig h t  bulbs, n a tu ra l gas, etc.

Stam also proposes to raise 
$160,000,000 by a $5 tax  on the 
use o f automobiles, yachts and 
airplanes. Under th is  p lan of “ e- 
qual sacrifice”  a m illio n a ire  would 
be compelled to pay as much tax 
on his H ispano-Suiza lim ousine, 
yacht o r a irp lane  fo r p riva te  use 
as any w o rke r who drives a $50 
“ ja loppy”  to w ork.

R O O S E V E LT ’S H Y l’O CRISY
Roosevelt las t week w h ile  his 

T reasury o ffic ia ls  pressed fo r  
greater tax burdens on the poor, 
sent a le tte r to the Ways and 
Means Committee s ta tin g  lie was 
fo r  taxes wh ich would no t “ make 
the r ic h  r ich e r and the poor poor­
er.”

The New Y ork  Times, May 3, 
stated: “ Except fo r la y in g  down 
such general princ ip les, the Presi­
dent's le tte r was vague enough 
to pe rm it of various in te rp re ta ­
tions.”

T ha t th is  le tte r m ay lie the sole 
action o f Roosevelt on the new 
drastic  taxes on the wage-earners 
was indicated in  the fu rth e r com­
ment o f t iie  Times, w h ich  said:

“ In  a press conference a t the 
W hite  House recently  t iie  Presi­
dent was asked w hether lie would 
have a statem ent to make on tax­
es, o r w hether’ lie would send a 
message to Congress on the sub­
ject. He rep lied  th a t lie would 
have som eth ing to say to t iie  pub­
lic  la te r. M r. E a rly  (P resident’s 
secretary) said th is  evening th a t 
the le tte r to M r. Doughton repres­
ented the execution of th is  pledge. 
This was taken, as an in d ica tion  
tha t M r. Ttoosevelt would have 
no th ing  more to say upon the la x  
program .”

In  p la iu  E ng lish , Roosevelt lays 
low  w h ile  M orgentliau does the 
gouging o f the poor.
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British Workers Striking 
Despite Government Ban

Trotsky On The Future 
Of Hitler’s Armies

The Supreme Court- Decision
I t  was extrem e ly  d issappo in ting  to  read the 

comment of the Negro press on the recent deci­
sion of the Supreme Court on the M itche ll case. 
Most o f the press went overboard fo r i t  hook, 
line, and s inker, h a ilin g  i t  as one o f the most 
im portan t decisions since the C iv il W ar.

The P ittsbu rgh  Courie r w ent even fu rth e r 
than most, s p illin g  the pictures of the e ight judges 
clear across the top of the fro n t page and label­
in g  i t  ‘ ‘E ig h t Real Am ericans . . .  They Rendered 
M ost Momentous Decision A ffe c ting  The . Race 
since 1857.”

A re  the Courier ed itors.,k idd ing themselves or 
do they believe it?  The most tha t could be said 
fo r the decision, so fa r  as the great mass of 
the Negro people goes, was tha t i t  was a th in  
m ora l v ic to ry  insofar as the position o f the 10 
Southern Attorneys-General was rejected.

The decision did not wipe out segregation, in  
transporta tion , ju s t as the cou rt’s decision on the 
Gaines case a few years ago did not wipe out 
segregation in  education. That is w hat is fu n ­
damental, and tha t is jus t w hat the court refused 
to act on.

The Negro press does not do a service to the 
job of c la r ify in g  the strugg le fo r fu ll equa lity  
when i t  p rin ts  such twaddle as i t  d id  on th is  
case. Indeed, i t  sounds alm ost as rid icu lous as 
did M itche ll h im self, when he crowed a fte r the 
announcement o f the decision that he wants the 
w orld  to know that he fought the case single- 
handed and deserves "the  fu ll cred it.’.' The on ly 
d iffe rence is th a t the Negro press ballyhoos the 
Jim -Crow Court as the pro tector of Negro rights, 
w h ile  M itche ll ballyhoos on ly  h im self.

*  4  t ;

Pickens Defends 
British Jim Crow

W illia m  Pickens has w ritte n  another a rtic le  
in  an endeavor to sw ing more Negroes to support 
o f the w ar to defend B r it is h  im peria lism . H is 
la test a rtic le  is directed against George Padmore 
who is now in  England. Padmore’s a rtic le  in  the 
M arch issue of The Crisis, "H it le r  Makes B r it is h  
Drop Color Bar,”  has aroused P icken’s ire.

We do not comment on i t  in order to defend 
Padmore, because Padmore can ably defend h im ­
self, but in  Jbrder to defend the Am erican Negro 
people against the s ly  d is to rtions of Pickens.

Pickens’ theme, th is  tim e, is tha t in  England 
yon w i l l  find fa r less evidence of J im  Crowism 
than you w il l  find anywhere else except maybe 
H ono lu lu , H a w a ii; and th a t therefore Negroes 
should th row  a ll th e ir  support behind the govern­
m ent’s  steps to  a id  England. Once Pickens had 
made more than GO lectures a ll over England, and 
he cla im s th a t “ fo r  the Negro, the w o rs t place in  
England is better than the best place in  the U n ited 
States . . . ”

The t r ic k  Pickens employs here is to separate 
the B r it is h  Isles from  the B r it is h  Em pire  and 
to p ick  out one isolated, very m in o r aspect of the 
f irs t to ju s t ify  all-out, u n c rit ic a l defense of the 
second. We are w illin g  to grant, fo r the sake 
of argum ent, the tru th  of Pickens’ observations 
about rac ia l d isc rim ina tion  in  England (although 
cu rre n t reports about separate J im  Crow bomb 
shelters do not jibe  w ith  his p re tty  p ic tu re ). But 
is th a t the decisive question, as Pickens tries  to 
make i t  appear?

Ask C hurch ill, and the other im peria lis ts , and 
they’l l  answer on ly too qu ick ly  tha t i t  is not. 
C h u rch ill and h is class are not figh ting  to preserve 
Negro r ig h ts  in the B r it is h  Isles, they are figh t­
in g  to preserve the B rit is h  EM PIRE, w h ich means 
the continued exp lo ita tion  and oppression of hun­
dreds o f m illio ns  of colored workers and peasants 
in  A fr ic a  aud Ind ia  and the West Indies.

Pickens is happy tha t two years ago in Lon­
don he “ could roam through the whole town, and 
stop and step in to  any public place, and eat and 
d rin k , and w ith o u t rece iv ing any discourtesy, 
could crowd shoulder to shoulder w ith  the th rong­
in g  E ng lish  people, w ith o u t a r ip p le  of displeas­
ure .”  B u t when he tr ie s  to im p ly  th a t th is  is 
w hat the B r it is h  ru lin g  class is figh ting  for, he 
knows th a t he is deceiving his public.

Padmore described how the progress of’ the w ar 
has compelled the B r it is h  ru lin g  class to tem por­
a r i ly  low er some o f the color bars against N e­
groes. The reason was not tha t they believe in  
equal r ig h ts  fo r Negroes, but tha t they want to 
strengthen the im p e ria lis t system tha t keeps the 
great bu lk  of Negroes in subjection.

Because fo r every Negro who m igh t be able 
to go free ly  in  England, there were and are a 
thousand Negroes in  A frica  who can’t go where 
they want, or w ork  where they want, or vote, or 
belong to a union, or a party , or even an A frican  
fo rm  of the NAACP.

NAACP Picket Lines
The NAACP p icket lines scheduled to be held 

throughout the country on A p r il 26 were fa r from  
the successful dem onstrations aga inst J im  C row ­
ism  th a t they easily could have been.

They were poorly organized, and consequently, 
not w e ll attended.

T h is  m ust be a lesson to the leaders of the 
NAACP, or a ll th e ir  other e fforts  w i l l  also be 
unava iling . They m ust pay more a tten tion  to 
in vo lv in g  the Negro masses in  the struggle against 
d isc rim ina tion . I t  is necessary and correct to 
take care of court action, to prepare brie fs fo r 
Congress, to file telegrams of protest. B ut unless 
these actions are backed up by the great bu lk 
o f the Negro people (and everyone knows they 
are m ore aroused by present day developments 
than ever before), no th ing w ill come of them.

F or more dem onstrations in vo lv ing  the masses! 
F o r real preparation and organ ization of such 
dem onstrations to show the ree l s trength o f the 
Negroes!

LONDON, England (By M a il)— Much as the Labour 
“ Leaders”  iti the War Cabinet would like 'to  believe that the 
working class is solidly behind the imperialist war and that they 
acquiesce in the repressive measures introduced as a "necessary 
evil,”  the figures published in the “ M in istry of Labour Gazette,”  
comparing industrial disputes in 1940 and 1939 tell a different 
tale.

Government legislation has declared strikes illegal, and 
strikers can be charged with- sabotage. In spite of this 
there were 914 strikes in 1940 involving 300,500 workers as com­
pared with 940 in 1939 involving 337,300 workers.

A comparison of the last 10 years shows that 1937 had the
highest num ber of s trikes (1,129);
1939 the second highest (910); and 
the w ar year, 1910, the th ird  h igh­
est (914).

What, is s ign ificant, however, is 
tha t, in  spite of the unusually 
h igh number of disputes, the num ­
ber of w o rk in g  days lost in  1940 
were the lowest in  a decade — 
78,000 compared w ith  107,000 in

1939. T h is  would tend to indicate 
tha t the workers were speedily 
v ic torious in  the m a jo rity  of the 
disputes.

An exam ination of the figures 
reveal th a t the industries in  
w h ich there were move s trikes in 
1940 than in  1939 were in  the fo l­
low ing  groups:

(1) Those m a in ly  affected by

the w ar —  b rick , chemicals, en­
gineering, ship-bu ild ing, iro n  and 
steel and o ther nwitals, c lo th ing  
and transport.

(2) Those producing m ainly 
fo r  export —  potte ry and glass.

A c tua lly , however, a lthough the 
number of disputes in  these fields 
was greater than in  1939, there 
were less workers involved.

As the Trade Union bureaucrats 
frow n  on a ll s trikes in  th is  "pe 
rio d  of na tiona l c ris is ,”  the lead 
.ership of these s trikes has de 
volved on the rank-and-file com 
m ittees and especially on the Shop 
Steward movement wh ich, as in 
the last-w ar, is once more coming 
to the fore as the leaders o f m il i­
tan t struggle.

15,000 Apprentices W in  
Key Strike In Scotland

B y LE O N  TR O TS K Y
(The fo llo w in g  paragraphs are a page in  Comrade T ro ts k y ’s 

archives, am ong the unfinished m a te ria ls  he was w o rk in g  on when 
he was assassinated A ugust 20. 1940 by S ta lin ’s G PU.)

H itle r’s soldiers are German workers and peasants. After 
the betrayal of the social democracy and of the Comintern, 
these workers and peasants in large numbers succumbed to 
the fumes of chauvinism, thanks to the unprecedented m ili­
tary victories- But the reality of class relations is stronger than 
chauvinist intoxication.

The armies of occupation must live side by side with the 
conquered peoples; they must observe the impoverishment 
and despair of the toiling masses; they must observe the lat­
ter's attempts at resistance and protest, at first muffled and 
then more and more open and bold.

On the other hand, the German m ilita ry  and bureau­
cratic caste, after a series of victories and robberies of Europe, 
w ill rise still higher above the people, w ill flaunt more and 
more its powers, its privileges, and become demoralized like 
every caste of upstarts.

The German soldiers, that is, the workers and peasants, 
w ill in the m ajority of cases have far more sympathy for the 
vanquished peoples than for their own ruling caste. The ne­
cessity to act at every step in the capacity of “ pacifiers”  and 
oppressors w ill sw iftly  disintegrate the armies of occupation, 
infecting them with a revolutionary spirit.

GLASGOW, Scotland, April 2 (By M a il)—A great strike 
victory has just been won here by 15,000 apprentices in 184 
firms.

The strike started in Kilmarnock on February 28, spread 
through the Clydeside to Glasgow, and before it was over af­
fected 22 towns in Scotland, including the entire industrial belt 
and several towns outside it. Thus did the Clydeside maintain its 
glorious tradition of working class struggle.

The strike was conducted in the teeth of government legisla­
tion which has declared strikes illegal and despite the fact that 
the governm ent has in  • several
instances m obilized s tr ike rs  in to  
the a rm y  as punishm ent fo r  go­
in g  on s trike .

The young w orkers  won the 
wage increases fo r which they had 
fought, and won them not on ly 
fo r themselves but fo r  every ap­
prentice n a tion a lly  in  the sh ip­
b u ild in g  and engineering trades, 
fo r the fina l settlem ent between 
the Am algamated Engineering 
Union and the employers p rov id ­
ed th a t the apprentice rates thus 
negotiated cover a ll apprentices 
in  the country.

A P P R E N T IC E  SYSTEM
The young workers were figh t­

in g  against the reactionary con­
sequences of the five-year appren­

ticesh ip system under w h ich  the 
boys receive wages u tte r ly  incom ­
m ensurate w ith  the w o rk  they are 
doing. T ied down to th e ir  appren­
ticeship, the boys received less 
wages than new male aud female 
tra inees taken on who, in  m any 
cases, had to be ta u g h t-th e ir  jobs 
by the boys.

Delegations of apprentices bad 
been seeking fo r m onths w ith ou t 
resu lts to secure ad justm ent of 
wages. In  m any cases the employ­
ers would not even discuss w ith  
them, and spokesmen fo r the ap­
prentices were fired in  several in ­
stances.

V ic to ry  came because of the 
m ilita n c y  and in te lligence w ith  
w h ich the issue was fought and

the carefu l preparatory organiza­
tiona l w o rk  w h ich was put in  be­
fore the s tr ik e  broke.

A t the fcnd o f January a confer­
ence of apprentice delegates met 
in  Glasgow representing most of 
the b ig  shops on the Clyde and 
o ther towns. System atic work 
was done, Inc lud ing  the setting 
up of a N a tiona l Apprentices 
Com m ittee to coordinate the work. 
W h ile  the committee was aw aiting 
a rep ly  to its  demands from  the 
N o rth  West Federation of Em 
ployers, word came tha t 500 boys 
were already on s trike . Once 
started the s tr ik e  spread lik e  w ild  
fire through the Clydeside and, fin 
a lly , through 22 in d u s tr ia l towns

Then the employers changer’ 
th e ir  tune, the governm ent hast 
i ly  set up a tr ib u n a l to deal w ith  
the issue and the solid ranks o! 
the s tr ike rs  brought v ic to ry . The 
raises, a lthough on ly r is in g  to 6f 
per cent o f the ad u lt ra te , rep ­
resent fo r  some boys increases o‘ 
more than 100 per cent, and ver: 
considerable increases fo r a ll ap 
prentices.

Britain’s Copperbelt 
In Africa Reaps Gold 
From Exploited Labor

Stalin Becomes Premier
(Continued fro m  page 1)

tion . F a r from  lessening, th is  ten­
dency w il l  become more p ro­
nounced, especially w ith  the ae- 
tua l outbreak of hostilities .

D E P E N D E N C E  ON M A R K E T
On top of the d is rup tion  of fo r­

eign trade has s t i l l  fu rth e r in ten ­
sified the in te rna l cris is. Far from  
having become self-suffic ient in 
accordance w ith  S ta lin ’s theory of 
b u ild in g  socialism  in  one coun­
try , Soviet economy s t i l l  depends 
on the w orld  m arket, above a ll for 
machines and machine tools. W ith  
the U n ited States embargo, im ­
posed by Roosevelt, the last source 
of these v ita l necessities has been 
cut o ff. '

Moreover, the S la lin -H itle r 
pact serves on ly  to d ra in  increas­
in g  quan tities of raw  m ateria ls  
and foodstuffs. Even i f  H it le r  
were w ill in g  to send the Soviet 
Union the necessary m achinery 
and equipment in  exchange, the 
needs of b is  own w ar economy 
would prevent h im .

S T A L IN ’S “ S O LU T IO N ”
W ith  w hat domestic measures 

has S ta lin  m et th is  crisis? So 
fa r  as the bureaucracy is concern­
ed, S ta lin  has on ly  re inforced its  
priv ileges. The bureaucracy lias 
proved th a t i t  is  incapable of 
m aking  the least sacrifice fo r  the 
defense of the Soviet Union. The 
bureaucrats refuse to re linqu ish  
by a single io ta  the enormous 
p ropo rtion  o f the national income 
w h ich  they devour.

In  respect to  the masses, how­
ever, no sacrifice is considered 
too great. The wages of the Rus­
sian w orkers have been slashed. 
Hours of w o rk  have been !ucreas- 
ed. The prices o f da ily  nece~sities 
have skyrocketed, accompanied by 
increasing in fla tio n  and grow ing 
scarc ity  of goods. By a series of 
decrees the w orkers face crim ina,’ 
prosecution fo r q u it t in g  a job or 
even com ing late to w o rk ; they 
face prison term s fo r tu rn in g  out 
defective goods; they face charges 
of “ hooliganism ”  in - th e  event o f 
accidents o r breakdowns in  the 
factory.

C h ild ren have been driven  out 
of schools through the im pos ition

of p ro h ib itive  tu itio n s  and ch ild  
labor lias been introduced. The 
repressive measures a d o p ted 
against the peasantry have been 
no less severe. The peasants have 
been corra lled  in the “ collectives.”  
The cu ltiv a tio n  o f the landstrips  
has been severely restricted. The 
high taxa tion  imposed on the 
peasants is tan tam ount to forced 
g ra in  collections. A ll these laws 
have been passed in  the las t 12 
months.

S T A L IN  FE A R S  M ASSES
The fe roc ity  of these repressive 

measures is a gauge of the fear 
of the S ta lin  regime in  the face 
of the increasing discontent and 
resistance of the masses. The 
fear of the regime is fu r th e r in ­
dicated by such s ign ificant item s 
as the a lloca tion  in  the 1941 
budget of 10 b illio n  rubles to the 
GPU. T h is  is the fir ts  tim e in  h is ­
to ry  th a t the GPU lias been open­
ly  included in  the budget.

The cris is  in  the economy, 
w h ich  was fu rth e r sharpened by 
the outbreak of W orld  W ar I I ,  
has been' reflected in  a po litica l 
cris is. In  the past, S ta lin  has re ­
furbished the prestige of his re ­
gim e when confronted by such 
crises, by in s titu t in g  a mass 
purge, (Moscow Frameups, hunts 
fo r “ spies”  and "w reckers,”  etc.). 
Since the outbreak of the war 
another ..mass purge has been in 
progress. But S ta lin ’s' apparatus 
of repression has become so cor­
roded tha t it. can no longer be 
reconstructed by a mass purge 
alone. More drastic  measures are 
necessary.

L ik e  the previous Bonapartes, 
S ta lin  is find ing  i t  necessary to 
reach fo r a crown. The fo rm a lity  
of ru l in g  through a pa rty  must 
be discarded —  the danger of a 
clash between the upper and low ­
er tie rs  of the pa rty  is too grave 
in the face o f the domestic cris is 
and the war. I t  lias become neces­
sary to curb and s t if le  and weak­
en even the last vestiges of the 
pa rty  by concentra ting a ll power 
in  the state and by concentrating 
the state in  the personal ru le  of 
one man.

The task o f the 18th P a rty

Conference la s t February  was 
to  remove the C om m unist 
P a rty  from  its  dom inant posi­
tion  jn  the country . A t  th a t 
tim e  we w ro te ; “ Even the fo r ­
m a lity  o f ru lin g  th rough  the 
p a rty — )w h ich  never was a 
m onolith ic  hureaucratic e n tity  
b u t rem ains very  heterogen­
ous)— not on ly becomes cum ­
bersome b u t ac tua lly  tu rn s  in ­
to  a grave obstacle to  s ta b ility  
because o f the very danger o f 
a r i f t  between its  upper and 
low er tie rs , because o f the very 
th rea t, especially in  w a r tim e 
conditions, th a t the  Bonapart- 
is t  ru le  may be challenged 
w ith in  the ranks o f the p a rty  
i  t  s e l  f . ”  (S O C IA L IS T  A P ­
P E A L . February  1, 1941.)

A t the same tim e we predicted 
in  th a t same a rtic le  tha t the bu­
reaucracy is so ravaged by t l i f  
cris is  and so hopelessly divided 
th a t the on ly possible means o' 
s tab iliz ing  the regime “ lies in  t in  
open assumption of power by a 
single in d iv id u a l who rules as a r 
absolute d ic ta to r by v ir tu e  o f tin  
con tro l of the arm y and the GPU 
alone.”

S ta lin ’s open assumption o’ 
power, however, does no t solve 
the c r is is  in  the Soviet Union any 
more than a bo il com ing to a 
head cures an in fection . The crisis 
w i l l  in ev itab ly  deepen s t i l l  fu rth e r 
and aggravate the discontent and 
resistance of the masses to the 
regime. B y coin ing out in to  th< 
open, S ta lin  on ly makes i t  pos 
sible fo r th is  d iscontent to preci 
p ita te  its e lf upon his head as the 
rea l c r im in a l responsible fo r the 
present unbearable impasse. Sta­
l in ’s present im posing he ight only 
measures the depth of the abyss 
he is approaching. The mono 
l i th ic  facade he lias created w i l l  
soon s p lit  w ide open, revealing 
the enorm ity  o f tlie  c ris is  he i f  
t ry in g  to cover up.

Today more than ever be­
fore, the defense o f the Soviet 
U n ion means first, and forem ost 
a po litica l revo lu tion  th a t w ill 
ove rth row  S ta lin  and his re ­
gim e and restore w orkers ’ dem­
ocracy in  the Soviet U n ion.

B y C. V A N  G E LD E R E N
LONDON, England —  W ar lias 

brought unprecedented prosperity  
to the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  who 
have th e ir  money invested in  the 
copper m ines of N orthern  Rhode­
sia . The demand fo r copper is 
u n lim ite d  and pro fits  are soaring. 
The great wealth w h ich  is being 
produced in  the copper be lt is be­
in g  alm ost w h o lly  drained away 
by the paras itic  shareholders in 
the C ity.

Accord ing to the conservative 
"E conom ist”  (M arch 22nd, 1941):

“ In  spite o f possessing its  r ic l i 
Copperfield, the Colony is very 
poor, even by colonial standards; 
the lapd s t i l l  in  the possession of 
the natives is de te rio ra ting  ra ­
p id ly  w h ile  large trac ts  reserved 
fo r Europeans lie  em pty and un­
used. The s trikes and r io tin g  
which took place on the copper- 
belt a year ago must, therefore, 
be regarded as a symptom of a 
deeper malaise  than a wage d is­
pute between the m ines and the 
A frican  w orkers.”

The s trikes and disturbances in 
the copper belt, last year, se ri­
ously threatened B rita in 's  war 
program  and the B r it is h  Govern­
ment, wise in  the ways of dealing 
w ith  trouble in  the colonies, sent 
out a Commission to investigate. 
The Commission’s report lias now 
been published.

I t  reveals tha t the Commission 
was not a ltogether satisfied w ith  
the conditions of the A frican  
workers o r the re la tions between 
them and the Europeans. D u ring  
the in q u iry , the A fricans pu t fo r­
ward a c la im  th a t th e ir  w o rk  en­
t it le d  them to a h igher wage than 
they receive at present. The Com­
m ission accepted th is  contention 
and recommended tha t the basic 
s ta rtin g  wage o f 12|6 (about $3) 
a month fo r surface and 22|6 
(about $5.50 a m onth ) fo r  under­
ground w orkers should be raised 
by 2|6 (62c:).

Of course the Commission did

not concede the demands p u f fo r­
ward by the A fr ic a n  workers. 
T h is  was not w hat they were sent 
to N orthe rn  Rhodesia fo r. T h e ir 
rea l job was to protect the in te r­
ests of the investors, not of the 
workers.

Thus, the Commission considers 
tha t the A frican s ’ c la im  th a t they 
can do the w o rk  o f Europeans is 
un justified  at th is  stage. A ll i t  
concedes is th a t they w i l l  prog­
ress and recommends tha t consult­
a tion  should take place between 
the Government and the European 
w orkers ’ trade un ion  oh what por­
tio n  the A frica n  w o rke r should 
be encouraged to regard as w ith ­
in  his grasp.

U N IO N S  O U T L A W E D
As fo r  trade unions fo r the A f r i ­

can workers, the Commission sees 
no. im m ediate poss ib ility  of any. 
I t  holds th a t the po licy of the 
Government should a im  at the 
“ eventual”  establishm ent of A f r i­
can trade unions.

B li t  “ fo r  trade un ion ism  as it 
is generally understood by the 
B r it is h  w orker, the A fr ic a n  w o rk ­
er in  N orthe rn  Rhodesia is clearly 
not ready.”  Meaning, th a t the 
governm ent w i l l  not pe rm it it.

U n fo rtuua te ly  fo r tlie  gentlemen 
of the Commission, the A frican  
w orker is ha rd ly  lik e ly  to wait 
u n t il they (the Commissioners) 
consider them ready fo r trade un­
ionism . The young workers of the 
Copperbelt in  N orthern  Rhodesia 
have a splendid tra d it io n  of s trug ­
gle behind them, da ting  back to 
1934 when the Governm ent o f the 
U n ion of South A fr ic a  len t the 
ntineowners a few bombing planes 
when asked to subdue the s t r ik ­
in g  copper workers. They w ill 
lea rn  in  the bard school o f the 
class strugg le how to make them ­
selves "ready”  fo r trade union o r­
ganization and fo r the day of 
reckortjng w ith  B r it is h  Im p e ria l­
ism and its  Commissions.
M arch. 1934.

Pierre Frank Remains 
Imprisoned In British Jail

LONDON, England, A p r i l 2 (By 
M a il) —  P ie rre  F rank, French 
revo lu tion is t, sentenced by the Ila- 
lad ie r governm ent in  his absence 
to e igh t years im prisonm ent fo r 
an ti- im p e ria lis t propaganda, is 
saved from  deporta tion to  France 
—  but on ly  to be kept in  deten­
tion  here!

F ra n k ’s case came under the 
ju r is d ic tio n  o f H erbert M orrison, 
Laborite  cabinet member. M o rr i­
son’s secretary, rep ly ing  to an ap­
peal by Fenner Brockw ay of* the 
Independent Labor Party, asking 
th a t F ra n k  be perm itted  to rem ain 
in  England, w ro te ;

“ The Home Secretary has 
had th is  case under review  and 
can assure you th a t there is no 
in ten tion  o f deporting  F rank  
to  a coun try  where he would be 
liab le  to  be persecuted. He (the 
Home S ecre ta ry) could no t see 
his way, however, to  se tting  
him  a t lib e rty  in th is  country 
and has made an order fo r  his 
continued detention here.”
On October 29th F rank  was sen­

tenced to s ix  m onths im p rison ­
ment fo r having fa iled to reg is ter 
w ith  the police. F rank  explained 
how he had been condemned by 
the French governm ent and that 
he had fe lt tha t, had he registered 
w ith  the B r it is h  au thorities  in  the 
usual way, he would have been 
turned over to the French gov­
ernm ent. H is  exp lanation brought 
from  the judge a denunciation o f 
him  as “ a dangerous revo lu tion ­
a ry  dea ling  in  subversive p ropa­
ganda.”

And now tha t h is s ix months 
are up, he is to be kept in  deten­
tio n  inde fin ite ly .

IN LOS ANGELES
buy the F O U R T H  IN T E R N A ­
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Stand 613% So. H i l l  S treet.
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5th S treet.

Sam S m ith ’s News Stand 5th 
and M ain  S treet.

Stalin Is Now  
Groping Around 
For A  New Line

By JA C K  W E B E R
On the eve of the W ar, S ta lin  aud Blum , the 

Com intern and the Second In te rn a tion a l. Were 
in a “ People’s F ro n t,”  w ith  each o ther and w ith  
(he "dem ocra tic”  bourgeoisie. In line  w ith  the 
Franco-Soviet, pact, S ta lin  had placed the T h ird  
In te rn a tio n a l at the service of Anglo-French im ­
peria lism . The Second In te rn a tion a l was already 
in  tha t service.

However, S ta lin  suddenly sw itched at the very 
outbreak of the Second W orld W ar, assumed a 
position of "n e u tra lity ”  and w ithdrew  the Comin­
tern from  its  support of “ dem ocratic”  as against 
“ fascist”  im peria lism . Rely ing on the proverb ia l 
shortness of m emory of m ankind, S ta lin  tr ied  to 
lay the en tire  blame lo r  war-m ongering on tlie  
Second In te rn a tio n a l and v irtuo us ly  broke colla­
boration w ith  it.

B ut i f  the war-m ongering of the Second In ­
te rna tiona l and the actual development of the 
w a r gave tha t already bankrupt organ ization the 
fina l coup de grace, the cynical and perfidious ac­
tions of S ta lin  alienated the en tire  w orld  prole­
ta r ia t from  the Soviet Union. T h is  is p a rtic u la r ly  
true of the European workers who suffe r d ire c tly  
the fu l l  consequences of the v ic tories  o f H itle r.

More than ever before S ta lin  needs w o rk ing  
class forces outside the Soviet Union w h ich  he 
can use fo r his fo re ign diplom acy as pawns in  
the game of barga in ing. W ith  each fascist v ic ­
to ry  the iso la tion  of the Soviet Un ion grows more 
menacing to its  existence. S ta lin  would lik e  to 
be able to scare H it le r  by means of the w o rk ing  
class o f Europe, so as to prevent his tu rn in g  on 
Russia. B ut b lu ff alone w ill not do in th is  game. 
The sudden appearance of the German Commun­
is t Youth m anifesto in  the Swedish Com m unist 
organ, ca llin g  fo r the transfo rm a tion  of the im ­
p e ria lis t w a r in to  a c iv il w a r in Germany, was 
intended not so much fo r b lu ffing  H itle r , as fo r 
foo ling  the w o rk ing  class. S ta lin  th in ks  he can 
once more ra lly  the revo lu tiona ry  workers under 
h is banner w ith  th is  ba it.

Stalin's New Line in France
In  France, the S ta lin is ts  have started system­

a tic  propaganda to w in  over the social democ­
ra tic  workers. How is th is  to be done, under the 
chaotic conditions and the m il ita ry  ru le  o f H i t ­
le r? ' W hy, by the rev iva l of the old T h ird  Period 
po licy of the un ited fro n t— from  below! The Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l fo r  October 1940 te lls  us;

“ The bolts that, kept the masses riveted to tlie  
bourgeois regime (th a t is, tlie  Social Dem ocratic 
parties) have been broken and the social democ­
ra tic  masses are now so situated th a t the ques­
tion  o f w ha t is to be done becomes ever more 
u rgen t w ith  them . . .  A t th is  po in t the Com­
m unists in  a comradely way address th e ir  Social 
Dem ocratic class brothers to te ll them that, there 
is on ly one way out of the s itua tion  to w h ich  
th e ir  leaders have brought them — the fo rm a tion  
of a un ited fro n t from  below.”

W hat is the purpose of th is  move? I t  has two 
purposes, both related to each other. In  France 
the bourgeois regim e lies in  ru ins. O nly the 
forces of H it le r  prevent its  complete collapse. 
Only the German m il ita ry  d ic ta torsh ip , and not 
tha t of the senile Petain, keeps the workers in  
check. W hat w i l l  happen la te r?  A  rea l revo lu­
tion  would be as menacing to S ta lin  as to H itle r . 
S ta lin  would lik e  to be able to con tro l any move­
m ent among the w orkers so as to steer i t  in  
accordance w ith  his own reactionary interests. 
Above ’a ll he is a fra id , qnd w ith  the best of cause, 
tha t the French workers w i l l  be polarized around 
the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l. Hence be w i l l  use the 
en tire  resources of the pow erfu l Soviet bureauc­
racy to ga in  contro l of the French movement.

W hat would S ta lin  do w ith  such contro l i f  
once i t  could be achieved? H is  real purpose would 
he to dem onstrate his usefulness to the bourgeoisie 
and to H it le r  once more. B u t i f  worst comes to 
worst and he must p lay a last card, then S ta lin  
would not be averse to an adventure in  France 
to d iv e rt a tten tion  away from  Bussia, or to force 
the im p e ria lis ts  to make peace ar.d to leave Rus­
sia alone. We are to ld in  another a rtic le  in  the 
Communist In te rn a tio n a l tha t social democracy 
“ wants to force the masses to accept bu t one 
a lte rna tive , the v ic to ry  of e ithe r one o r the o ther 
im peria lism , as i f  the world contained on ly  im ­
pe ria lis ts  and not also peoples, hundreds o f m il­
lions of human beings, tha t can rise up in  arms 
to put an end to the w ar in  th e ir  own way and 
in  th e ir  own in terests.”

The S ta lin is ts  c ry  everywhere “ Stop the W a r !”  
The Russian p ro le ta ria t and the peasants stopped 
the last w ar by reso rting  to revo lu tion . Short 
of revo lu tion  there can be no such th in g  as a 
"people’s”  peace fo r w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  clamor. 
In  re a lity  they w ant a negotiated peace on any 
term s so tha t the w a r w ill stop— or so they hope 
— before Russia is dragged in to  it .  W hoever takes 
seriously the idea t lia t the S ta lin is ts  could or 
would prepare tlie  w o rk ing  class fo r revo lu tion , or 
could or would lead a rea lly  revo lu tiona ry  strugg le 
against im peria lism , lias learned no th ing  from  
the te rr ib le  defeats brought on the workers by 
S ta lin ism . B ut that S ta lin , as a last desperate 
measure m ig h t t r y  an adventure against H it le r— 
tha t is not on ly  not excluded, but is a d is tin c t 
poss ib ility .

*  *  *

"DEMOCRACY" IS SAVED!
From  the New Y o rk  T im es, M ay 7;
“ Q UEBEC. Que., M ay 6 (Canadian P ress)—  

A n y  Person who expresses a be lie f th a t Germ any 
m ay w in  the w a r is g u ilty  o f v io la tin g  the De­
fense o f Canada Regulations, regard less o f the 
s p ir it  in  w h ich  the  rem ark  was made, Judge 
Thomas T rem b lay  said today in  a C ourt o f Ses­
sions Judgem ent.”
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PROGRAM FOR TODAY'S FIGHT
1. No union fig-leaves for govern­

ment strikebreaking. Demand that trade 
union officials resign from all posts in the 
government, including the OPM and the 
National Mediation Board.

2. Organize the picket lines for all- 
out militant defense against the thuggery 
of company hoodlums and government 
cops.

3. Organize Union Defense Guards 
to protect the picket lines and union halls 
against ‘law and order committees,’ and 
all other anti-labor bands.

4. Call an immediate halt to all acts 
of hostility between the AFL and CIO 
which serve the bosses’ strikebreaking.

5. Demand the unification of the 
AFL and CIO on the basis of preserving 
and extending the industrial form of or­
ganization.

6. Independent working class politic­
al action. Build an Independent Labor 
Party.

7. Expropriate the war industries 
and operate them under workers’ control.

8. For a rising scale of wages to meet 
the rising cost of living.

Where Taxes Belong
Who’s going to pay for this war?
The American Bankers Association has a swell 

answer— for the bankers.
W. Randolph Burgess, vice chairman of M or­

gan’s National C ity  Bank of New York, gave this 
answer in his report, as head of the Association’s 
Economic Policy Commission, to the meeting of 
the Association’s executive council on April 29.

Amid the approving nods of his financial col­
leagues, Burgess declared:

“  . . .  Too high tax rates on corporations tend to 
weaken the incentive for efficiency and in itia tive ... 
The capacity of business to adjust itself to post­
war conditions w ill depend partly on its putting 
some fat back on its bones in this period. Sim ilarly, 
too high rates for taxes on individuals k ill o ff 
in itia tive and stimulus to take the risks which are 
necessary both for defense and the after-war re­
adjustments.”

Burgess added:
“ W ith these reservations, taxes must be in­

creased; the increases should include means for 
absorbing part of the widespread buying power 
created by the defense program, and at the same 
time making all the people tax-conscious.”

That’s plain enough! According to the bankers, 
the war w ill be paid for out o f the “ widespread 
buying power.”  It w ill be financed, in other words, 
out o f the wages of the workers.

Along this line the bankers, the industrialists, 
the Congressmen, the Treasury officials are cooking 
up a tax plan in Congress to raise an additional 
$3% billion. Their plan is as simple as ABC. They 
propose to shove their sticky paws deeper into the 
workers’ pockets. They’re going to filch a billion 
or so out of the workers’ right pockets in increased 
income taxes on wages as low as $800 a year. Then 
they intend to cut holes in the left pockets of the 
workers so that the workers can drop another b il­
lion or two “ painlessly”  along the waysides for 
easy pickings, in the form of "hidden”  taxes—ex­
cise and sales levies.

Yes, indeed, the bankers’ plan is as simple as 
ABC. Rob the workers to pay for the bankers’ 
w ar!

The bankers’ plan must be stopped.
LE T  THOSE WHO PROFIT FROM T H E  

W AR  PAY FOR T H E  W AR!
We’ll show Morganlhau how to collect his $3i/o 

billion more in taxes all in one nice ju icy slice— and 
without a wince or a murmur from the masses.

Last year, before the all-out war spending, 
corporation profits, after all taxes were paid, 
totalled more than $5 billion (admitted). In the 
first' quarter of this year, average corporation pro­
fits increased almost 20 per cent over last year. 
Total admitted profits this year w ill thus undoubt­
edly mount to at least $7 billion-

Just take one-half of these corporation profits

for 1941 and the government w ill meet its increased 
tax schedule. The handful of corporation owners 
w ill still have $3]/2 billion in profits to keep their 
yachts in repair.

I f  the war demands still more taxes—as it  w ill 
— we can suggest some further substantial sources 
o f federal revenue.

Piled up in the corporation treasuries and in 
the banks arc billions in unused capital reserves. 
Instead o f “ putting some fat on its bones,”  let’s 
slice this useless fat from Big Business’ belly.

The bosses don’t like our solution to the tax 
problem? Well, the workers don’t like the bosses’ 
solution either! Only— there’s a helluva lot more 
workers than bosses!

As a matter of fact, our tax program is too gen­
erous toward the bosses. Why should they be per­
mitted to coin any profits at all out of the blood 
and misery of the workers who must do the fight­
ing and dying in the war?

We’d like to relieve the bosses altogether of any 
further worries over taxes.

LET T H E  GOVERNM ENT EXPROPRIATE 
T H E  WAR INDUSTRIES AND PLACE T H E M  
UNDER T H E  CONTROL AND M ANAGE­
M E N T OF TH E  WORKERS!

Production can be organized by the workers so 
that all existing plant capacity is in operation. The 
nine to ten m illion unemployed can be put to work 
producing goods in the 20,000 or so American 
plants which are today working far under capacity 
because most of the war orders have been monop­
olized by a handful o f big corporations.

There’ll be plenty of goods for the workers to 
buy then. There’ll b’e plenty of guns, tanks and 
fighting planes to handle the fascists, both at home 
and abroad.

The millionaires won’t  like this? Ah, but there 
w6n’t be millionaires to raise objections after our 
program goes into effect.

W hat Iraq Means
I f  the English workers need an object lesson of 

the dangers facing them in their struggle against 
Hitler, the situation in Iraq is that object lesson.

So long as the fight against H itler is waged un­
der the leadership o f the British imperialists, so 
long w ill the hundreds of millions of colonial 
people ruled by the British imperialists not only 
look with indifference upon the efforts of Great 
Britain to avoid defeat at the hands of Germany, 
but w ill actually look forward to such a defeat.

For to the colonial peoples a defeat of British 
imperialism means a chance for national independ­
ence. The main enemy to the colonial masses is the 
enemy they are immediately confronted w ith and 
the defeat of that enemy is what the}/ seek.

Each time a subject people o f Great Britain 
sees a chance to take advantage of the difficulties 
confronting British .imperialism, that people w ill 
surely revolt. They certainly ought to do so and 
they deserve the support of the workers of all 
countries including the workers of England. A 
colonial or semi-colonial people fighting for in­
dependence against an imperialist master is con­
ducting a progressive war and deserves the sup­
port of every worker-

I f  it is true that the revolt in Iraq can be at­
tributed to Nazi influence, the English workers 
must ask themselves why Nazi influence can have 
such power. Is it  conceivable that a clique friendly 
to the Nazis could take power against the active 
w ill of the great masses of people? I f  it is true that 
Nazi agents are behind the revolt against British 
imperialism, it  can be explained only by the fact 
that the masses are so incensed at British rule that 
they are indifferent to the character o f the people 
behind the revolt.

Liberals and social democrats can argue all they 
please about the relative merits of democratic im ­
perialism as against fascist imperialism. But the 
peoples subjected to the rules o f British demo­
cratic imperialism are not greatly influenced by 
these arguments. They know their immediate 
enemy and they would like to get rid of him.

From the very beginning o f the war our party 
has pointed out that the hundreds of millions of 
colonial peoples cannot be expected to struggle 
against H itler under the leadership o f British im­
perialists. I f  the English workers lake control of 
the struggle against H itler by establishing a W ork­
ers’ government in England and granting complete 
independence to all the colonial peoples, they w ill 
immediately obtain the enthusiastic cooperation 
and support of these colonial peoples. H itler would 
come up against a stone wall in his attempts to 
arouse the Indians, the Arabs, the Africans against 
an England ruled by the workers.

The danger for the English workers is very 
great but they still have a chance to stop and ut­
terly rout H itler by getting rid o f the British im­
perialists and taking the control of their country 
into their own hands.

Why Cops Get High Pay
The N ew  Y o rk  Post, in  a recent ed ito ria l, a ttem p ts  

to  convince the 27.000 subway w o rke r members o f 
the  T ra n sp o rt W orkers  U h ion  th a t th e y ’d be be tte r 
o f f  under c iv il service w ith o u t the un ion. Exam ple : 
Look a t the cops, says the Post., look a t the pay 
th e y ’re  g e ttin g  w ith o u t a m il ita n t  un ion.

W e’d lik e  to  po in t out. th a t i f  i t ’s no t th e ir  own 
union w h ich has b ro ug h t the cops such h igh  pay, the 
existence o f a ll the o ther unions has had som eth ing 
— a g re a t deal— to do w ith  it .

W itness: Police Com m issioner V a len tine ’s “ pep”  
ta lk  la s t Sunday to  2500 New Y o rk  cops to be “ p re­
pa red”  i f  a subway s tr ik e  comes th is  June. The bosses 
are a lw ays w ill in g  to  g ive  a fe w  thousand cops h ig h ­
e r pay so th a t  the y  can be used aga inst the unions.

The Soviet Union Is In 
More Danger Than Ever
Hitler Is Now Within Striking Distance of the Ukraine; And All 
Stalin Can Think of Is "Peace"—And A New Hitler Agreement

W ith each passing day bringing more victories to Hitler, 
the danger to the Soviet Union becomes ever greater- I f  the work­
ers in the Soviet Union, deprived by Stalin of accurate informa­
tion and the right to th ink and speak independently, are un­
aware of the danger to .their country, surely the workers of 
countries where information is still available understand the 
meaning of H itle r’s victories so far as the safety of the Soviet 
Union is concerned.

Wc do  no t have  to  accept all the ru m o rs  set in to  m o tio n  by 
in te rested pa rties  to  the e ffec t 
th a t H it le r  w i l l  nex t send his 
mechanized a rm y  in to  the Soviet 
U nion. Facts w e ll-know n to  
everybody ind ica te  how serious, 
the danger to the Soviet Union 
re a lly  is.

H it le r  is  m aste r o f a ll o f E u­
rope. He has a huge a rm y  th a t 
has p ra c tic a lly  no th in g  to  do. He 
m ust feed a ll o f Europe and the 
necessary food is lack ing . He 
needs o il fo r  h is in d u s try  and 
mechanized forces. The U kra ine  
and the Caucasus can solve his 
problem  o f food and o il. So every­
body th in ks  and undoubtedly H i t ­
le r  included.

Beyond question H it le r  would 
p re fe r to  se ttle  accounts w ith  
the B r it is h  E m pire. W ere he to  
succeed in  ga in in g  a decisive v ic ­
to ry  aga inst E ng land he would 
then tu rn  h is a tte n tio n  to the 
Soviet U n ion w ith  the fee lin g  
th a t th is  is a m in o r problem . B u t 
his e ffo r ts  a t invad ing  E ng land 
have fa iled  and he is tu rn in g  his 
a tten tion  to  the M editerranean 
and to  the M iddle East.

Should he succeed in  g a in ing  
con tro l o f th a t  section his o il 
problem  w i l l  be solved b u t not 
his food problem . The U kra ine  
would become m ore necessary 
than ever to  solve th a t problem.
And his arm ies would p ra c tic a lly  
surround the Soviet U n ion.

Should he fa i l  to  d rive  the B r i t ­
ish ou t o f the  M edite rranean and 
the N ear and M iddle E as t he 
would be under a s t i l l  g rea te r 
necessity to u tiliz e  the  resources 
o f the Soviet U n ion.

N o  one can p re d ic t the  tim e, 
the occasion and the m ethod o f 
the fu tu re  cam paign H it le r  w i l l  
launch aga inst the  Soviet Union.
One dare n o t ignore, however, 
the hundreds o f thousands o f 
troops H it le r  has stationed a t  the 
Soviet border and the pressing 
need H it le r  has to  seize the re ­
sources o f the Soviet U n ion  in

order to  a tte m p t a so lu tion  o f his 
economic problems.

S T A L IN 'S  M O VES— A R E  
T H E Y  M E R E  C A M O U F LA G E ?

I t  has been c lear to  everyone 
th a t S ta lin  is aw are o f the dang­
er th a t H it le r  represents. He has 
made enpugh open a lthough  very  
cautious moves to ind ica te his 
extrem e anx ie ty . A re  these moves 
made w ith  the purpose o f confus­
ing  the statesmen o f Eng land and 
the U n ited  States, lead ing them  
in to  va in  hopes o f a possible 
s h if t  on his p a r t to  the democ­
racies? I t  is tru e  th a t some o f 
his moves have had th a t  e ffe c t 
bu t to a ttr ib u te  them  to  an in  
ten tion  on S ta lin ’s p a r t  s im p ly  to 
foo l C h u rch ill and Roosevelt is 
th a t were his purpose he would 
no t to  take S ta lin  seriously. I f  
fo llo w  a m ore consistent line, 
since one m ust also assume on 
th a t hypothesis th a t he fo llow s 
such a course w ith  the conniv­
ance o f H itle r .

D u r in g  the  la s t week an an­
nouncement was made th a t i t  was 
p roh ib ited  to ship th rou gh  the 
Soviet U n ion  any arm s, m un i­
tions  o r explosives. In  Pravda a 
re p o rt was published th a t 12.000 
German m otorized troops had 
been landed in  F in land . The 
actua l e ffe c t o f the ban on arm s 
shipm ents m ay be no th in g  a t a ll. 
The t ru th  o f the re p o rt about the 
land ing  o f German troops in  F in ­
land can be questioned. W h a t is 
s ig n ifica n t is th a t the ban on 
arm s shipm ents was o ff ic ia lly  an­
nounced and the  re p o rt on the 
land ing  o f troops was published 
in  Pravda.

W hy should these th in g s  have 
been g iven p u b lic ity  a t th is  tim e, 
and w h y  should the  Swedish 
C om m unist press take such pains 
to  acqua int fo re ig n  correspond­
ents w ith  the fa c t th a t the Ger­
m an C om m unist P a r ty  issued a 
M ay  1st M an ifesto  c a llin g  fo r  
defeatism  in Germ any?

I t  is ha rd ly  possible th a t  S ta lin

is p repa ring  to  a tta ck  H itle r .  
These moves are too m ino r to  in ­
dicate such an im p o rta n t purpose. 
And, besides, S ta lin  s t i l l  c lings 
to his fundam enta l a im  o f avo id­
in g  a m a jo r con flic t.

S T A L IN  S E E K S  A  N E W  
A G R E E M E N T  W IT H  H IT L E R

The best exp lanation  seems to 
be th a t he is us ing these in d ire c t 
methods to  te l l  H i t le r  th a t he 
wants to a rr iv e  a t some agree­
ment. And i t  is qu ite  lik e ly  th a t 
H it le r  w i l l  be w ill in g  to  en ter in ­
to another agreem ent w ith  S ta lin .

W h a t k ind  o f an agreem ent? 
Perhaps w ith  reference to  jo in t  
occupation o f the Dardanelles; 
perhaps w ith  reference to  a pos­
sib le d iv is ion  o f te r r ito ry  to  be 
taken away fro m  the. con tro l of 
B r ita in  in  the M idd le  E ast— Ira q  
and Ira n . H it le r  m ig h t ge t the 
r ig h t  to  send his experts in to  the 
Soviet U n ion  fo r  the  purpose o f 
increasing p roduction  and thus 
help Germ any.

W hereas i t  is  im possible to  
p red ic t the exact na tu re  o f any 
fu tu re  agreem ent between S ta lin  
and H itle r , i t  is ce rta in  th a t so 
long as H it le r  continues on his 
v ic to rious m arch S ta lin  w i l l  do 
his best t o . come to  an agree­
m ent w ith  H it le r  who, as the rep­
resentative o f the dom inan t pow­
er in  Eurppe, can decide exactly  
w h a t to  o f fe r  S ta lin , i f  he w i l l  
o f fe r  anyth ing .

I t  m us t no t be fo rg o tte n  th a t 
in  case o f a prolonged w a r H i t ­
le r, by a ttack ing  the  Soviet 
Union, can cause a ll the reaction ­
aries in  E ng land and the U n ited 
States to  c lam or fo r  a negotiated 
peace w ith  H it le r  on the ground 
th a t he is the savior o f  the  cap i­
ta lis t  w o rld  fro m  Bolshevism.

T hrough Tim oshenko, one o f 
his lieutenants, S ta lin  on May 
1st pleaded fo r  peace th roughou t 
the w orld . He did  no t ind ica te the 
na ture  o f the peace th a t he 
wants. F o r h im  peace w ould  be 
the best possible s itua tion  even 
though i t  m eant s lavery  under 
H it le r ’s reg im e fo r  m illio ns  o f 
people.

B u t peace is som eth ing th a t he 
is h a rd ly  lik e ly  to  get. N e ithe r 
H itle r ,  anxious to destroy the 
Soviet U n ion no r the  re vo lu tion ­
a ry  w o rk in g  class anxious to  save 
the Soviet U n ion w i l l  g ive him  
peace.

Stalinist Clique Scabs 
On MEBA Ship Strike

Joseph Curran, president of the National Maritime Union 
(CIO), ordered members of his union last week to break the 
picket line of the Marine Engineers Benevolent Association, 
another CIO affiliate, which was striking four ships of the Ame­
rican Export Line at Jersey City, N. J., docks.

Despite the reluctance of the N M U  members to carry out 
his strikebreaking orders, Curran last Thursday managed to 
round up a crew of'unlicensed seamen and sent them through 
the MEBA picket-line to the American Export Liner Siboney, 
which was the first ship struck on its arrival in port April 26.

Manned by Curran’s strikebreakers, the S.S. Siboney pulled 
ou t o f p o rt la s t T hursday bound
fo r Lisbon.

The M E B A  licensed engineers 
s truck  the Siboney when the com­
pany had tr ie d  to force them in to  
jo in in g  the E xpo rt L ine 's  compa­
ny un ion. The Siboney had been 
recently transfe rred from  the 
W ard L ine , w ith  w h ich  the E n­
gineer’s un ion has a contract, to 
the Am erican E xp o rt line.

Once the s tr ik e  began, the en­
gineers on three o ther E xp o rt 
L ine ships also came out. and the 
M E B A  demanded liqu id a tio n  of 
the company un ion and a union 
contract.

C U R R A N ’S P R E T E X T  
EXPO SED

The s tr ik e  had been called o r i­
g in a lly  w ith  the agreement of Cur­
ran and a fte r  consulta tion w ith  
h im .

C u rran ’s scabhefding jo b  was 
pulled on M ay 1, a fte r h is re tu rn  
fron t a conference w jt j j  govern­
m ent offic ia ls  in  W ashington.

Using the f lim s y  excuse tha t 
the p ickets being employed by 
the M E B A  were not actual s t r ik ­
ers, Curran broke the M EBA p ick­
et line. The e igh t Siboney engi­
neers o r ig in a lly  involved had en­
gaged fo r sho rt runs on o ther un ­
ion lines u n t il the s tr ik e  was 
settled.

To fu r th e r  ju s t i fy  h is  fin k y  aid

to the shipowners and government. 
C urran charged th a t the s trike  
was over the question of the war 
bonus, an issue w h ich  he asserted 
could be settled around the con­
ference table.

A c tua lly , the m ajor issue of the 
s tr ik e  is the attem pt o f the com­
pany to fo is t  a company union 
upon the engineers. They are 
s tr ik in g  fo r a un ion contract.

M E M B E R S  B A C K  S TR IK E R S
C urran also claim ed th a t the 

s tr ik in g  engineers did not have 
the backing o f th e ir  un ion o r the 
o ther engineers on the E xport 
line. T h is  c la im  is completely 
fake, since no t a single man on 
the Siboney w ent back to w ork 
and since the M E B A  membership 
voted unanim ous backing of the 
s tr ik e  a t a m eeting on May 2.

Despite the s tr ikeb rea k ing  ac­
tion  of Curran, Local 33 of the 
M E B A  has voted to continue the 
s tr ik e  against the company’s other 
ships as they come in to  port.

The local has sent the fo llow ing  
telegram  to P h ilip  M urray , CIO 
president:

“ We pro test against the ac­
tio n  o f Joseph C urran, a vice 
president o f the  CIO, which 
b ro ug h t about replacem ent o f 
e ig h t s tr ik in g  C IO  engineers 
w ith  company union s tr ik e ­
breakers. W e ask th a t you call

fo r  a complete investiga tion  o f 
a ll fac ts  in  the  A m erican E x ­
p o rt L ine  s tr ike .”
As a resu lt of th is  la test scabby 

undertaking, s trong opposition 
w ith in  the ranks o f the CIO and 
among the NMU seamen is begin­
n ing to c rys ta llize  against C ur­
ran and his S ta lin is t clique.

S .I.U . B A C K S  S T R IK E
The Seafarers In te rn a tion a l Un­

ion, an A F L  a ffilia te , pledged its  
word to the M E B A  tha t its  mem­
bers would respect the MEBA 
p icke t-line . T h is  is in line w ith  
the SIU po licy as shown du ring  
the M EBA s tr ik e  on the Robin 
line, when the S IU  backed up the 
M EBA although the s tr ike rs  be­
longed to the CIO.

The M EBA co n flic t w ith  the 
Am erican E xport L ines goes back 
to the  1936 s trike , when the 
M E B A  refused to accept a con­
tra c t w ith o u t the unlicensed per­
sonnel also being offered an agree­
ment. The unlicensed men lost 
and the M E B A  men went back 
w ith o u t contract. The NM U seem­
ed an agreement in  1937, but C ur­
ran paid back the support he had 
received from  the M E B A  by fa i l­
in g  to give support to the engi­
neers wh.cn they asked fo r it .

The Am erican E xpo rt L ine  is 
under the contro l o f the Lehman 
banking interests, w ith  which 
New Y ork  Governor H erbert Leh­
man is connected. The National 
Labor Relations Board has been 
s ta llin g  o ff the case of the M EBA 
on the Lehm an lines fo r over 
three years. D u ring  th is  tim e, the 
company has attempted to weed 
out the un ion m ilita n ts  and re­
place them  w ith  company union 
men.

Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

The Stalinists Ignore Fascism
In  th is  colum n last week i t  was pointed ou t tha t 

both the S ta lin is ts  and the group behind Lindbergh, 
fo r d iffe re n t reasons to be sure, com pletely ignore, in  
th e ir  an ti-w a r propaganda, the question tha t agitates 
the m inds of m illio n s  of workers. T h is  is the ques­
tion  o f w hat to do about the danger of fascism repres­
ented, as fa r  as these m illio n s  o f workers are con­
cerned, by a possible v ic to ry  of H itle r .

I f  there is any add itiona l evidence to prove tha t 
the S ta lin is t leadership side-steps th is  question i t  can 
be found in  the May Day Manifesto published in  the 
D a ily  W orker. In  th is  leng thy document th is  ques­
tion  is not even mentioned, le t alone discussed. I t  
is  ha rd ly  believable but i t  is the t ru th  tha t, at th is  
tim e  when the danger of fascism looms large in  the 
m inds of the workers, the word its e lf  occurs in  the 
m anifesto on ly  once. And then very casually and 
w ith  reference to some acts of Roosevelt.

As against the L indbergh group and the S ta lin is ts  
who ignore the question of fascism, the pro-war New 
Dealers led by Roosevelt, and the a n ti-w a r Socia list 
W orkers P arty  never fo r a moment leave the question 
of fascism ou t o f consideration. For a ltogether d if ­
fe ren t reasons i t  nevertheless rem ains a fac t tha t in  
the propaganda o f the Rooseveltians as w e ll as in  
ou r propaganda the problem of the re la tionsh ip  of 
fasc ism  to the w a r p lays a trem endously im p o rta n t 
role.

RoosevelVs Use of the Fascist Menace
Roosevelt and the New Dealers, in c lud in g  the So­

cial-Democrats, u tilize  the fear the workers have of 
fascism in  order to t ie  the w o rk in g  masses to then- 
w ar e ffo rts . A ll the forces c lam oring fo r w ar play 
i t  up as a w a r fo r  democracy aga inst fascism . Some 
are absolute ly cyn ica l and understand ve ry  w e ll th a t 
fascism has no th in g  to do w ith  the basic causes o f 
th is  war and they know th a t i f  the U n ited States 
goes in to  the actual fig h tin g  i t  w i l l  not do so in  
order to defeat fascism bu t to pro tect its  im p e ria lis t 
in terests. I t  would be naive to believe th a t the reac­
tio n a ry  Democrats of the South and the reactionary 
Republicans o f the N o rth  are interested in  democracy.

A great many o ther people, i t  must be adm itted, 
are absolute ly sincere in  considering th is  w ar as one 
fo r  democracy and the re fo re  in  advocating Am erican 
pa rtic ip a tio n  in it. The s in ce rity  of some and in ­
s in ce rity  o f others have l i t t le  or no th ing  to do w ith  
the question. The fact rem ains th a t on ly by p ic tu r­
in g  th is  w ar as one against fascism is the govern­
m ent able to obtain the support o f the masses fo r 
its  w ar efforts. How else could the support of the 
masses be obtained?

It. is  undoubtedly true  tha t the vast m a jo r ity  of 
the E ng lish  w orkers support C h u rch ill because they 
believe tha t they  are fig h tin g  fo r democracy against 
fascism. The stubborn courage o f the E ng lish  w o rk ­
ers in going th rough the he ll-fire of constant bombing 
can be explained on ly  on the assum ption th a t they 
are w ill in g  to figh t to the death against a fascist 
v ic to ry . The leaders of th e ir  organizations have not 
shown them any way to figh t fascism other than by 
supporting C hurch ill.

When Roosevelt w i l l  decide to commence actual 
f ig h tin g  he w i l l  use the same methods used by the 
ru lin g  group in  England to obtain the w ill in g  cooper­
a tion  of the w o rk in g  masses. He has already placed 
trade union leaders in  governm ental boards and he 
w i l l  do i t  to a greater extent when actual shooting 
w i l l  s ta rt. I t  is to the trade un ion leadership th a t 
he w i l l  assign the greatest respons ib ility  fo r convinc­
in g  the w orkers th a t th is  is a w ar against fascism.

Our Program Against Fascism
Our party, in  its  own way, constantly  stresses the 

connection between fascism and the war. In  the firs t 
place we emphasize over and over again tha t th is  is 
not a w ar fo r democracy against fascism and tha t 
Roosevelt, in  dragging us in to  the war, is not doing 
so because he fears fascism but to defend and extend 
the in terests of Am erican capita lism . The policy of 
a id ing  B r ita in  “ short of w a r”  or by means o f w ar 
does not have the a ltru is t ic  purpose of defending 
B r it is h  democracy but ol’ defeating the most danger­
ous im p e ria lis t r iv a l of A m erican cap ita lism .

How often have we said it ,  and we sha ll continue 
to repeat it ,  tha t fascism is a product of the  capi­
ta lis t system and even i f  the cap ita lis t democracies 
should w in, fascism would not be destroyed and the 
danger of fascism would be ju s t as great i f  not greater 
than i t  is a t present.

In  the second place, we take in to  consideration 
the leg itim a te  fear ol' the workers of a possible v ic­
to ry  o f H it le r  and a ll tha t lie stands fo r. Opposition 
to the im p e ria lis t w a r is absolutely im pera tive  fo r  
every M a rx is t, b u t he who refuses to take in to  con­
sidera tion the tear the workers have of fascism and 
a ll tha t i t  means and does not adapt his ag ita tion  and 
propaganda to th a t tact, is not a M a rx is t but a sect­
arian.

U n like  the S ta lin is ts  we are not at a ll a fra id  to 
tackle that problem because we hav.e the answer to 
the question tha t is troub ling  the m inds o f the w o rk ­
er. the question o f how to defeat fascism. The sum 
and substance o f our p rogram  to defeat fascism  here 
and abroad is the socia list revo lu tion. Only a W orkers’ 
and Farm ers’ governm ent can wage a successful w a r 
against fascism.

To sum up:

1. The group behind Lindbergh ignores the problem 
of fascism because it sympathizes with and has strong 
tendencies towards fascism.

2. The S ta lin is t leadership ignores the problem be- 
ciuiso i t  has no revo lu tiona ry  program  to solve it.

3. Roosevelt and his fo llow ers constantly  emph­
asize the problem in  order to tie  the workers to the 
w ar e llo r ls  of A m erican im peria lism .

4. Our p a rty  brings the problem to the fore by 
stressing the necessity fo r the w orkers to take over 
governm ental power.

Between us and every o ther group there is the 
a ast g u lf ex is ting  betiveen those who su p p o rt'ca p ita l­
ism and those who w ant to destroy i t  and thus destroy 
fascism.


