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UNDECLARED WAR ABOUT TO START

Newark Workers
Vote This Week

Militant Negro and White Unionists Should
Vote For Breitman and Bill Bohannan

George Breitman, candidate | ys

of the Socialist Workers Party
for City Commissioner in the
Newark election May 13, an-
nounced this week that the
S.W.P. has also endorsed Wil-
liam E. Bohannan, the only
member of the ClIO who is a
candidate and the only Negro
candidate running on a labor
platform.

Bohannan, a yvigorous fighter
against all forms of Jim Crow-
ism, has chosen as his slogan
“Make Newark a 100% Union
Town.” Bohannan feels that
this slogan best sums up the
immediate needs of all the work-
ers, both colored and white.

In addition Bohannan has
sponsored in his election the
“Bohannan Equal Rights Bills,”
which have already been en-
dorsed by the Greater Newark
Industrial Union Council of the
CIO. These bills would pledge
the City Commission to refuse
to buy or contract anything
from any firms that discrimin-
ated against Negroes in their
employment policies and would
make punishable by a fine of
from $500 to $2,500 the owners
of any restaurants, theaters or
other public places which were
guilty of discrimination be-
cause of race or color.

Bohannan has been endorsed by
a number of trade unions and
Negro organizations and is being
backed by a Committee of 100
trade unionists of both the AFL
and CIO.

Drawing for places on the vot-
ing machines last week put Breit-
man on the top row, as number
A-6, while Bohannan drew A-8.
There are 30 candidates for the
five places on the City Commis-
sion.

Breitman’s slogan on the ballot
is “Let Labor Control The City
Commission.”

WILLIAM BOHANNAN

GEORGE BREITMAN

loN TH

In the offices of the major
press associations and news-
papers there sits a man whose
job it is to add up all man-
hours being lost from the war
program by the succession of
strikes in which workers are
asking wage increases as a
cushion against rising prices.
With Knudsen, Willkie and all
the other spokesmen for the boss-
es warning -us about thirty-day
crises and ninety-day crises, they
even go so far as to calculate—
these little men in the newspaper
offices—that the losses in man-
hours as a result of these strikes
might even make the difference
between victory and defeat

Consequently it was a matter
of no small interest to discover
in the well-informed Washing-
ton column of Arthur Krock in
the New York Times, that some
of our big industrialists are
holding up a cool billion dol-
lars in war contracts. Why?
Because they are not yet sat-
isfied that the government will
build and GIVE them the
plants in which these contracts
are to be executed.

N. Y. Times, April 30: “Unless
the contracts involved are soon
put in the works,” he writes, “the
second stream of armament pro-
duction will be perilously retard-

E WAR FRONTS |

by GEORGE STERN

“Perilously retarded.” Why
then the absence of any public
uproar over this perilous situa-
tion? Every shavetail Con-
gressman and Administration
office boy has been calling for
action against strikers—action
ranging from flogging to the
death penalty. Why have none
of these patriotic worthies
gone to bat against the big-
money manufacturers who re-
fuse to hudge a dollar of their
own funds until the govern-
ment gives them ironclad, cash-
on-the-line guarantees that
when the “emergency” is over
the government—i.e., the mass
of the people via the road high-
way of taxation—will stand the
whole whack and the profits of
the bosses safeguarded against
tax inroads.

During the past week or so the
financial pages of the newspapers
have been filled with dizzy, as-
tronomic figures- showing the
profits of many big utilities and
industrial concerns for the open-
ing quarter of 1941. These profits
have been so enormous that the
N. Y. Times financial editor felt
compelled on May 5 to state

apologetically that these earn-
ings “appear to have set a peak

ed.”

duration of the war,”

which will not be matched in the,

Police Guards On
May Day Didn't
Stop This Casualty

LaGuardia's police on May
Day carried out their tradi-
tional publicity stunt of post-
ing “guards” at St. Patricks
Cathedral, and the Cathedral
of St. John the Divine in New
York. But the churches were
in danger on May Day only
from the bankers—in Seattle
one of the largest Episcopal
Churches on the Pacific coast
was taken over on May Day
by St. Louis bankers who fore-
closed on an overdue mortgage
of $266,316. The dispossessed
congregation will be forced to
hold services next Sunday on
the lawn of, a city park.

Draft Board
Calls Worker
For Striking

ClO Union Blasts
Union-Busting Move
Of Local Draft Body

(The following story is re-
printed from the May 3 UE

NEWS, organ of the United
Electrical, Radio & Machine
Workers Union (CIO).)

* ¥ %

HARTFORD, Conn., April 28—
Repeated union warnings that the
draft apparatus would be used as
a strikebreaking agency Lo intro-
duce forced labor in the United
States were borne out last week
when the local draft board of West
Hartford revoked the deferment
of a striking UE member.

The victim of the intended ag-
gression by the draft board is
Donald G. Olson, UE striker al
the Hanson-Whitney Machine
Corp.

The UE is striking there for a
union contract and to force Lhe
company to reinstate two members
fired for union actlvity.

The local draft board
Hanson:

“Information has come to this
board that you are mno longer
working for the Hanson-Whitney
Machine Co. as you are out on
strike.

“The deferment granted you on
Jan. 11, 1941, by this board, be-
cause you were then engaged in
National Defense work, is hereby
rescinded, inasmuch as your sta-
tus has changed, and you are as
of this date tentatively placed in
Class 1 under tne Selective Serv-
ice Act preparatory to being phys-
ically examined preparatory to in-
duction into the army.”

Immediate and forceful protests
by the union have forced an in-
vestigation of the outrage by both
state and national draft officials.

The local wired Draft Director
Hershey:

wrote

“We are informed that there
is a widespread plan afloot, spon-
sored by the West Hartford draft
board, to revoke deferment of
Hanson-Whitney workers,” the nn-
jon wire said. “Request you in-
form West Hartford draft board
this is misuse of Selective Serv-
ice Act and will not be tolerated
by national government.”

State officials at first defended
the action of the local board but
UE officials in Hartford today ex-
pressed the belief that union ac-
tion and an aroused public opin-
ion will cause national draft au-
thorities to revoke the action.

©

Members of the National Negro Congress, from Washington and Baltimore, picket the OPM
in Washington, D. C., in protest against the government’s support of the anti-Negro job discrim-
ination policy of the Glen L. Martin aircraft plant in Baltimore. The corporation has been receiv-
ing millions in war orders despite its refusal to hire colored workers,

Against Jim Crow In War Industries

Stalin’s Move Reflects

Crisis In Soviet

Union

Depth Of Internal Economic And Political Crisis, Weak ening
Soviet Defenses, Drives Stalin To Ever More Dictatorial Role

By JOHN G. WRIGHT ©

Stalin's “right-hand man,” his “closest comrade-in-arms,”
Molotov, has been removed from the post of Chairman of
People’s Commissars which he has occupied for ten years, since
December, 1930. Stalin himself has assumed this key post in the
Soviet government, his first public office in years. The only other
governmental post ever held by Stalin was that of People’s Com-

Union has been plunged by none
other than Stalin himself.

The international position of
the Soviet Union is little short of
catastrophic, Stalin’s latest man-
cuver is in part intended to make
Molotov the scapegoat for the
isolation of the USSR.

Among the Soviet masses, and
within the ranks of the bureauc-
racy itself, there is growing
alarm as Hitler’s war machine
draws an ever tighter ring of
steel along the Western front-
iers. Hitler is now poised on the
Scandinavian peninsula within
striking distance of Leningrad,
and in the South he threatens
not only Soviet shipping lanes
through the Dardanelles but also
the oil supply in the Caucasus.

RED ARMY WEAK

The weakness of the Red Army
was revealed last year during
the Finnish adventure. The real
source of the weakness of the
Red Army lies in the fatal bur-
eaucratic regime. Stalin’s answer
—he has no other—was to make
Voroshilov the scapegoat. Last
May, he removed Voreshilov, by
kicking him “upstairs,” and ap-
pointed a nonentity, Timoshenko,
as Commissar of War.

In the year that has elapsed
the Red Army has not been
strengthened but weakened,
above all through the introduc-
tion of a new officer-caste from
General to corporal.

This officer-caste has been in-
vested with the power of life and
death over the rank and file. The
new disciplinary statutes of the
Red Army are the severest in the
world. But savage discipline can-
not increase an army’s fighting
morale, no more than investing
an officer with the rank of a Gen-
eral can increase his capacity for

missar of Nationalities under Lenin.
Why has Stalin taken such an unprecedented step?
Reflected in the purge of Molotov and the assumption by
Stalin of the premiership is the intensification of the unpreced-
ented international and internal c¢risis into which the Soviet

leadership, or raise the confidence
of the soldiers in his ability. The
very first tests under fire will re-
veal how all of Stalin’s measures
have served only to weaken the
Red Army.

Simultaneously with assuming
his new post of Premier, Stalin
delivered his first public speech
in years—a forty minutes’ ad-
dress to the graduates of Soviet
military academies. The sum and
substance of this speech is a
boast that the Red Army has
been completely reorganized and
rearmed. The very fact that it
has been necessary to subject the
Red Army to such “reorganiza-
tion and rearming” constitutes a
public admission of the inad-
equacy of the Red Army.

Stalin fools nobody, least of all
Hitler, by his boasts of what has
been achieved in the space of a
single year, especially by his
methods and under his regime.
Under the best conditions, a year
is too brief an interval for the
reorganization and reequipment
of a vast modern army. No boast
of Stalin can Dbolster up the
morale of the Red Army or in-
crease its fighting ability.

ECONOMIC HAVOC

The defensive capacity of the
Soviet Union has been weakened
most gravely by the economic
havoc created by the Stalinist
regime.

The eountry is in the grip of
the most serious economic dif-
ficulties since the termination of
the Civil War and the introduc-
tion of the New Economic Policy
(the NEP) in 1921, The Third
Five Year Plan has been disrupt-
ed since 1938. The Kremlin’s own
figures show that production in
the key industries—iron, steel,

Hull Tried To Stop
Publication Of
A.P. Convoy Story

Last Saturday morning,
May 3, the Associated Press
sent over its wires a brief dis-
patch that 23 American muni-
tion ships had reached the
Suez canal under U.S. Navy
convoy.

Before most evening papers
went to press, the A.P. wires
clanged with a special warning
to editors: “MANDATORY
KILIL.” The dispatch, the A.P.
explained, should not be print-
ed, because Secretary of State
Hull didn’t want it printed.

Some papers, however, had
already gone to press, others
ignored the demand to kill the
story, and so it got out. But
that first brief dispatch was
not followed by another word
over the A.P. wires following
up the story, cither from its
original source—Vichy—from
the Suez canal area, or any-
where else. The administra-
tion had its way thereafter.

coal—has remained stationary or
has declined in recent years des-
pite the investment of colossal
sums for expansion. Soviet rail-
way and river transport which
collapsed under the burden of
military requirements during the
Finnish invasion cannot possibly
withstand the strain of a major
war.,

BURDEN OF ARMAMENT
Further unbearable strain has
been placed upon industry by the
need te divert nore and more of
the mational production into mili-
tary channels. Although the So-
viet Union has not yel been suck-
ed into the armed confiict, almost
70 billions of the 1941 budget have
been allotted for the requirements
of the Soviet armed forces. This
amounts to not less than 40 per
cent of the total nalional produc-

(Continued on Page 5)

FDR Spokesmen

Commit Us To It

Stifling All Debate On Convoy Issue,
They Move Without Consent Of The Masses

The climax to weeks of careful build-up in favor of convoys
came Tuesday night, when Secretary of War Stimson radioed a call
not merely for convoys but for sending the U.S. Navy into battle
against the Axis powers.

And Stimson said this, the White House staff told reporters,
with the knowledge and approval of President Roosevelt.

But not with the approval of the people. And not even with the
approval of Congress!

Stimson’s argument was that, “after the overwhelming response
to his (Roosevelt's) appeals which has been made’—that is, Con-
gressional and public approval of Roosevelt’s PREVIOUS steps—
“shall we now flinch and permit these munitions to be sunk in the
Atlantic Ocean?”

What is Stimson saying here? Roosevelt was
able to secure public backing for moves “short of
war.” Now this consent to moves which weére sup-
posed to save the country from war is adduced by
Stimson as consent for taking the country into war!

During these crucial weeks when Rovsevelt and his henchmen
have been building up to the point of committing the country to total
war, they have moved heaven and earth to prevent any debate on
convoys or other further steps into the war.

The Nye and Tobey resolutions came up Wednesday, April 30,
in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. By a vote of 13 to 9,
Roosevelt’s backers—a bi-partisan combination—would not even re-
port the resolutions to the Senate unfavorably for that would have
permitted debate. They bottled the resolutions up in the committee,

Why do they fear debate? Their “opponents” for the most part
agree with the interventionists on the principle of aid to Britain.
The debate between them is limited to what is best for Amevican
imperialism. No one in Congress speaks for the interests of the
American workers and farmers against the interests of American
imperialism. In this sense congressional debate would be little more
than a sham battle.

Yet even such a debate cannot be permitted by Roosevelt. For
the issue now is nakedly clear. Up to now he has deceived and be-
fuddled the people with “aid short of war,” his promises that no
Ameri¢an boy would fight in foreign lands, his reassuring comment
that “convoys mean shooting and shooting means war.” But now he
proposes just that: convoys and shooting.

And even as distortedly reflected by an “isola-
tionist’> Congressman, the case against Roosevelt
would be too damning: the lies by which he was re-
elected, the lies by which he pushed the country step
by step into war, the undemocratic means he em-
ployed to do so. Therefore? Therefore Roosevelt
prevents any debate!

This, then, is the “war for democracy,” entered into without the
democratic will of the people,

As deceitful as the methods employed to drag us into the war
is the asserted aim of the war, A “war against fascism” is precise-
ly what it is not. Roosevelt and Churchill, the capitalist rulers of
the British and American empires, have no quarrel with fascismy
They lived amicably with Hitler for years. They practice racial seg-
regation like he does. The great masses of India and British Africa,
the Negroes of the American South, ete., cannot be horrified by Hit-
ler's crimes—they are vietims of ‘the same crimes at the hands of
American and British “democracy.”

This is not a war against fascism. It is a war among the most
powerful ruling classes, the stake being domination of the world.
We Trotskyists, like all class-conscious workers
everywhere want to see fascism destroyed root and
branch, and are ready to fight fascism arms in hand.
But this is not our war. On the contrary, if we become
pliant tools of the ‘“democratic” imperialists, we
would be hastening the advent of fascism in this
country.
The real war against fascism requires, first of all, that the im-
perialists be pushed aside.
The real war against fascism can be waged only
under the leadership of a Workers’ and Farmers’
Government.

Against & Workers” and Farmers’ Government in the United
States, Hitler would stand revealed for what he is—agent of Ger-
man capitalism. Against 2 Workers’ and Farmers’ Government, the
German soldiers—workers and peasants—would not fight. And all
the oppressed peoples of Asia and Africa, conceded their independ=
ence and freedom by us, would join the American workers to de-
stroy fascism.

That is our voad. That is the war in which we shall willingly
fight and die. And in no other,
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George Novack

To Start

Tour

Speaks For Socialist Workers Party In
Cities Between Buffalo And Milwaukee

George Novack. well-known
writer and journalist, will make
a speaking tour under (lie auspices
of the Socialist Workers Party,
beginning Friday, May 16th at Sy-

racuse, aud ending Monday. June
1st at Milwaukee.
The subjeet of Novack's talk

will be
Power.”

In his falk, Novack will present
a graphic, panoramic picture of
the most significant events in the
life of American labor during the
past 11 years. He will draw a bal-
ance-sheet of the achievements of
the labor movement and set forth
the significance of Lhe latest sirike
wave. In conclusion, he outlines a

“Labor's Struggle for

-—

program for labor's fight today
and points out the road workers
must follow, if they are to pro-
tect their rights and gains, and
to win the power, social security,
freedom from wanl and war they
are seeking.

DATE PLACE
May 16 Syracuse
¢ Rochester
“ 18 Buffalo
“ 20 Youngstown
“ 21 Akron
“ 22 Cleveland
‘24 Toledo
25 Detroit
“o27 Flint
“ 29 Chicago
June t Milwaukee

KEEPING UP
THE GOOD WORK

ST. PAUL, Minn—"At its meet-
ing last night, the branch set a
quota of ten subs per month, eith-
er to the FI or The MILITANT.
to be guarantecd to the national
office. We have already started
checking up on those fifty cent
subs secured early in the cam-
paign which are now expired. In
addition we are finishing up our
contact list, many of whom were
not seen before Lhe close of the

sub drive, For new people we are
proposing to continue the fifty
cent introductory sub . We

found it extremely valuable to get
people to take the paper and will
of course, try to follow it up with
regular subscriptions. We i-ecog-
nize that the quota of ten that
we have set means regnlar sub-
seriptions, not this introductory
offer.

“Thank you for your letters of
commendation about St. Paul, Wa |
think we're pretty good, foo . .. " |

MASS DISTRIBUTION

And here’s another note from
$St. Paul, which arrived the fol-
lowing day:

“Six comrades went out from
door to door and in an hour and
a half distributed ninety-five
MILITANTS and collected $3.57
for them. We stapled an attrac-
tive tag with a full notice of our
Twin City May Day meeting to
each paper. Several people said
that they would like to come to
our meeting, and we found so
much interest in our party and in
THE MILITANT that we are |
anxious to go out again.”

L.OS ANGELES
TECHNIQUE

are having printed a little sticker
which will be attached to the front
page, making an appeal for subs
and donations, to the workers we
reach through our house-to-house
work ... May T suggest also that
the paper carry some such appeal,
directed primarily at those work-
ers who have been receiving the
paper at plant gates.” We'll try to
carry out this suggestion, com-
rades. Look for such an appeal in
forthcoming issues.

MILITANT
GOES OVER

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—A subserib-
er. H.R. writes, “Please renew
my sub for one year.

“The paper is great. It’s the
type we dreamed of back in '37.”

Harlem
Housewarming

To open the new headquart-
ers of the [arlem branch of
the Socialist Workers Party.
Dancing Refreshments

Raffle
FIRST PRIZE IN RAFFLE $5

SATURDAY
MAY 10

72 West 125 St. N. Y. C.

Bring your friends!

LOS ANGELES, Calif. — “We |

WQRKER’'S PRODUCTION RISES MORE THAN HIS WAGE
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This chart. from LABOR'S

S MONTHLY SUR VEY (AFL), shows how the workers for the last
twelye years have been receiving an increasingly smaller share of the things they produce. Pro-
duction and profits have rapidly outstripped the increase in total wages, paving the way for the
next big depression after the war.

N. Y. May Day Parade

Ruined By Lack Of Unity

War-Mongers Sabotage Day Of Labor;
Stalinists, Pacifists Complete The Job

NEW YORK CITY,

May 2—

May Day activities were a

dramatic reflection of the political situation in the labor move-

ment.

Thanks to their war-mongering leadership, the unions which
have for decades been the backbone of May Day parades—the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers, the \hllmuy Workers, the bakers, etc.—did not

celebrate May Day at all,

The ostensible excuse given by Hillman and Dubinsky’s
lieutenants for the failure to celebrate labor’s oldest holiday was
that the day has been appropriated by Communists and Nazis

and could not be celebrated again
until the world was once more
free. (Incidentally, the Nazis in
Berlin did not celebrate May Day
this year.)

While the social-patriots—so-
cialists in words, chauvinists in
deeds—were thus busy sabotag-
ing May Day, the Stalinists were
no less occupied in the same
wrecking work.

NO TRANSPORT WORKERS

The false policy pursued by the
Stalinists on the question of May
Day was reflected by the fact
that the Stalinist-led parade did
not include in it the Transport
Workers Union (CIO). The ab-
sence of the TWU will certainly
not be blamed by the Stalinists
on the union’s leadership!

What happened was that the

Stalinists concocted such a mon-
olithic parade that, in the end,
it~ became impossible for the
Transport Workers Union to
march, at a moment when, en-
gaged in a life-and-death battle
with LaGuardia, the union needs
the support of the whole labor
movement.

THE STALINIST LINE

That the May Day parade was
a caricature, confined to Stalin-
ist-controlled organizations
marching under pacifist slogans
that were indistinguishable in

| the main from those of the re-

actionary isolationists, was due
solely to the way in which the
Stalinists initiated, organized and
put over their “United May Day
Committee.”

That committee extended no in-
vitations to any political parties
of the working class except the

-~
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Let yourself go!
to the

SPRING MASKERADE

Refreshments

(as you like them) ]

Remember the good time you had New Year’s Eve? The SPRING MASQUER-
ADE will be w hnoplc and giddier. Ideas for costumes:—A pair of labor skates,
an OPM fig-leal' (see [lillman for a union label).

ADDED ATTRACTION:

will be unleashed on the dance floor for the delectation of
the customers. Hang on to your vest buttons, folks! He's a riot of laughs.

SATURDAY, MAY 17th .

Irving Plaza

Irving Place & 15th Street, New York City
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Communist Party. It specifically
barred the Socialist Workers
Party when our delegate at-
tempted to participate in the
committee.

At its first meeting the com-
mittee limited the slogans for the
parade to the Stalinist pacifist
slogans, thereby providing the
social-patriots with an additional
pretext for not participating in
the parade.

PACIFIST TRIPE

The theme of the Stalinist
parade was “peace” and among
the typical slogans were: “No
AEF,)” “No Convoys,” “Keep
our men out of war,” “Washing-
ton and London—hands off Ire-

ficht their own wars?” “The
Yanks are not coming.” But
HOW the workers can fight their
way out of this bloody epoch of
war and militarism to peace—
that key question remained un-
answered by the pacifist slogans.

Lenin in the last war fought
the pacifists and denounced them
again and again as betrayers of
the working class, since only re-
volutionary methods could end
imperialist war. But there was
nothing of Lenin in this parade
of the Stalinists. Moscow, it is
clear, demanded a pacifist de-
monstration in New York on May
Day under the leadership of the
Communist Party and his hire-
lings carried out the order, furn-
ishing  “75,000" marchers—so
they claimed—for Stalin’s needs
of the moment.

FEAR OUR POLICY

Undoubtedly, one of the reas-
ons why the Stalinists barred
the Socialist Workers Party from
the parade was because of- the
Trotskyist proposals that among
the official slogans be listed de-
mands for military traininy and
officers schools for workors at
government expense but uhder
control of the trade unions. Such
Leninist slogans would have in-
dicated to the workers the only
real alternative to the plans of
the war mongers. Such slogans
could give tremendous impetus to
the revolutionary movement in
the United States.

Stalin, however, must show the
American eapitalists that his
local boys are tame and can con-
trol the workers who follow the
Stalinist line. Under no condi-
tions, therefore, would the Stal-
inists permit our proletarian mili-
tary slogans in "the parade.

One of the greatest weaknesses
revealed in the parade was the
absence of Negro marchers, The
Stalinist National Negro Con-
gress had approximately 65
marchers, about 45 of them
white. Th~ Negro workers, be-
trayed again and again by the
Stalinists, stayed away from the
May Day parade.

FEW UNIONS MARCH

Of the trade unions, local 65
of the United Retail & Wholesale
Workers had about 1,300, one of
the heaviest delegations in the
parade. The N.M.U. and the Fur-
riers likewise were fairly well

'represented. As for the LL.G.W.

and the A.C.W. locals, their dele-

land? “Why don’t the bosses:)

gations were small. These march-
ers not only had to expose them-
selves as following the Stalinists,
but had to defy the ban issued
by their officialdom against
marching in the parade.

As usua! there were the in-
numerable front groups of the
Communist Party masquerading
in the parade as “mass organiza-
tions,” the Latvian organization,
the Friends of Nature, and the
12 members of the American
Artists, ete. ete.

The Communist Party, march-
ing under its own banner, along
with the Young Communist
League, centered its slogans
around the demand to free Earl
| Browder, whose imprisonment is
opposed by all class-conscicus
workers.

The weakness of the parade
forced the Stalinists to narrow
the line. In place of 12 abreast,
they marched 8 abreast and in
many cases only 5 abreast and
even 3. Despite this narrowing
of the parade, it took only five
hours to pass. Last year it took
seven and a half hours.

Although the Stalinists claimed
75,000 marchers, the police re-
ported 18,788 at the mid-point,
and 24,000 at the entrance to
Unpion Squave where the parade
ended. Those who have observed
previous parades agreed that this
vear's demonstration was less
than two thirds the size of last
year’s.

James P. Cannon
Speaks In Mpls.
On May_ll_ay

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., May 2
—American workers must draw
up war aims of their own in or-
der to convince German workers
to unite with them and fulfill
their historic destiny of creating
a socialist federation of the world,
James P. Cannon, hational secre-
tary of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty. declared here last night at a
May Day meeting of 140 workers
at Socialist Werkers Party hall,
919 Marquette.

“American labor should adopt
a program which will tell the
German worker that it is opposed
to imposition of a Versailles
peace, with dismemberment of
Germany and heavy reparations
which will fall as a burden upon
the workers of Germany. It
should assist those workers to
overthrow their Fascist slave
masters by calling for a socialist
federation of the world,” Com-
rade Cannon said.

Speaking of the strike wave
gweeping thig country, and of
the workers’ militant answer to
anti-strike propaganda from every
side, the speaker told his audi-
ence that ‘“courageous workers
everywhere have resisted and, in-
different to the howls of Lhe
bosses and the government, have
gone right on striking."

“The velvet glove of Roosevelt
veveals that it has eclothed an
iron fist,” he said.

Reviewing the government's red-
baiting drive, Comrade Cannon
analyzed it as a campaign against
the most advanced, progressive
workers. “Labor must rid itself
of the treacherous Stalinists,” he
said, “but it must do this through
labor's own channels, and not by
cooperation with the bosses!"

The speaker called for union
control of military training and
elimination of the bourgeois offi-
cer caste and for expropriation
of the war industries, which now
pour profits into the hands of a

few,

SWP May Day
Meeting In N.Y.
Hears Goldman

NEW YORK CITY, May 2
Barred by the Stalinists from par-
ticipating in the May Day parade,
Local New York of the Socialist
Workers Party commemorated
May Day with an evening mass
meeting at Irving Plaza hall. The
hall was decorated with slogans
such as: “Down with Tmperialisf
War!” “For a Socialist Society!"
“Defend the Soviet Unmion, Dowu
with Stalin!™ “Down with Jin
Crowism!” “For Trade Union Con
trol of Military Training!"

On a bhanner reaching entirvelv
across the hall facing the audi
ence, Trotsky's last message was
inseribed: “I am sure of the vie
tory of ihe Fourth Iunternational'
Go Forward!" Below this banner
wall-high portraits of Lenin anc
Trotsky were each flanked w:t)
red streamers.

Lawrence P. Turner, chairman
emphasized the historic importancs
of this 55th commemoration o
May Day which “might well be
the last one before the Americar
workers are sent into the battle
fields to die for Wall Street's pro
fits.”

Art Preis, associate editor o
The Militant, described the grea’
sirike wave which has just swep’
the country. “The unconquerabls
power of the workers has agair
been revealed,” he declaved. '“Beth
lehem, International Tlarvester
Ford — these mighty victories o
the workers just prior to Ma
Day 1941 hear an ill omen for
America’s Sixty Families. * Wher
this energy of the working clase
is directed into political channels
then the socialist society will br
on the order of the day.”

The main spenker of the even
ing, Albert Goldman, attorney for
L.eon Trotsky, spoke on the fu
tility and dauger of pacifism
among the workers

Comrade Goldman described the
fierce attack on the part of the
social patriots and the Stalinists
against the Trotskyist proposals
that military training and offic
ers’ schools for workers he estab
lished at government expense but
under control of the trade unions

The following message was sent

to Natalia Trotsky by the meet-

ing: “Mass meeting ol Local New
York of the Socialist Workers
Party sends you warmest greet
ings. We are sure that today
marks one of the last May Days
before the definitive victory of the

world socialist vevolution. Long
live Trotskyism!”
During the afternoon, those

comrades whose unions did not
march in the. parade distributed
literature to the marchers and Yo
the Dbystanders. Approximately
8,000 copies of THE MILITANT
were passed out.

President Tobin of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Team-
sters has named his assistant,
John Gillespie, te iill the post of
international secretary-treasurer
left by the late Thomas Hughes.
Gillespie will receive a boost in
salary from his present $20,000
to the annual wage of $30,000.

W % %

The Seattle AFL LABOR
NEWS for April 18th carries a
front-page box, *“Beware of
Communists.,” warning its
veaders that “communists were
trying to hold a mass meeting
at the Civic auditorium in an
effort to bring pressure to bear
in the cause of the dispute at
the Boeing plapt.” The Seattle
€entral Council passed a reso-
lution pledging *“‘every effort to
stop the renting of the Civie
Auditorium to a group of com-
murists and their sympathiz-
ers, and to make every effort
to see that the proposed mass
meeting is not held in the Civic
Auditorium.”

The “communists,” of course,
were a CIO group. Regardless
of the merits of the firht be-
tween the two groups, the
Seattle AFL is playing the
bosses’ game whewn it tries to
prevent any worker’s meeting.

¥ ¥ ¥

The Goodrich Loecal of the
United Rubber Workers will
stage an elaborate ceremony dur-
ing whieh 2,600 members will ve-
ceive five-year service pins, the
pin signifying the member has
been in good standing for at least
five years.

* %k %

The Technocrats are propos-
ing that the United States aid
Britain to the tume of 26 bil-

lion dellars, and beast that this
is “the greatest sum ever pro-
posed by an organization.” In
return, the Technocrats advo-
cate that the United States
take the British possessions in
the North American continent.

The 'Technocrats aren’t the
only organization rooting for
that program. J. P. Morgan and
Wall Street are thinking along
the same lines.

k% %

The Seattle LABOR NEWS
hails a no-strike agreement just
negotiated between the Pacific
Coast Metal Trades Council and
the shipbuilding industry. “Sim-
ilar contracts will be sought by
the AFL Metal Trades on the
Atlantic Coast, Gulf and Great
Lakes.”

Not only does the agreenient
outlaw strikes but it gives the

employers the rvight “to reject o
discharge any employe for any
just and sufficient cause.”

If all labor were to accept such
rotten “model”contracts as that,
the American union movement
would shortly be a thing of the
past.

* ¥ %

The Negro News Syundicate’s
story on the anti-white revo-
lution in Ethiopia has been car-
ried by several Negro papers
in America. “To a large ex-
tent,” the NNS correspondent
writes, “what has taken place
in Ethiopia is the substitution
of British rule for the former
Fascist domination. This is be-
ing done under the guise of in-
stalling British ‘military and
political advisors’ in Addis
Ababa and elsewhere through-
out Ethiopia.

“The vast majority of Haile
Selassie’s subjects are equally
bitter and mistrustful of all
white invaders, be they Italian,
British, or any other. Ethiop-
ians remember and remember
anly toe well how much they
have lost and suffered under
various white overlords. Thus,
kaving driven out the Italians,
most of the intensely national-
istic Ethiopians are equally in-
tent on driving out the British,
and making the white rout
complete... The size of this
British army in Ethiopia be-
came apparent during the past
two weeks, when additional
British forces were badly need-
ed in Libya to halt Nazi ad-
vances there. The British did
not dare leave Ethiopia, for
fear that once they departed
they would have no excuse to
re-enter. Thus becomes clearer
the picture of what the white
powers’ war actually means to
native Africans. The answer is
alwgys the same—further exs
ploitatien and economic slav-
ery.”
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The executive board of the CIO
Marine & Shipbuilding Workers
Union has expelled the president
and business agent of the
TIUMSWA Local 131 at the Mary-
land Drydock for “Communistic
activity.,” These two expulsions
were the first made by the union
under its new policy of expelling
any member “for propagating or
furthering the cause of Commune-
ism, Nazism, and Fascism.”

This is an exceedingly reacs
tionary position. Apparently, the
international officials couldn't gef

(the local membership to go for

it and had to do
heads.

it over their

LaGuardia Looks Silly
As Bus Strikers Win

Mayor La Guardia’s latest strikebreaking venture against
the Transport Workers Union (ClIO) blew up in his face when
the union won a three-day strike against Jamaica Buses, Inc.,
which operates three lines of buses servicing about 40,000 riders
daily in the Queens area of New York City.

Wage increases ranging from 10 to 18 per cent were granted
May 1 to the 131 striking drivers and mechanics. Bus drivers
are getting weekly increases of $3.50, and garage workers and
mechanics netted pay boosts of $3 to $5.

The strike was called April

tempted for eight months to getT

the compnny to deal with their
committde and pay the same
wages as all the other organized
bus men get in Queens.

No sooner was the strike called
than LaGuardia leaped inte print
in an attempt to take a back
hand swipe at the union which
he ig trying to smash ou the city-
owned subways when the present
closed-shop contracts expire at the
end of Jane.

LA GUARDIA'S LIES
Ranted the “Little Flower:"
“The bus strike is, of course
unlawful, just another typical ex-
ample of irresponsible labor lead-

‘ership. It is entirely irresponsible

in disregarding contractual rights
and indifferent and callous to the
convenience and comfort of the
publie.”

The ‘“contractual rvights” to
which the Mayor referred was an
agreement which the company had
made with its company union, the
Jamaica Buses Mutual Aid So-
ciety, and which the company was
trying to foist on the union. The
company falsely claimed Lhat the
TWU had agreed to accept the
terms of this contract which
would not expire until October

29 after the union men had at-

23, 1941, and, therefore, could not
strike.

As part of the strike settlement
the union agreed to take over the
existing contract, but with addi
tional provisions for improve¢
grievance procedure., The facl
that this was publicly reported as
the first union contractual ar
rangement gives the lie directly t¢
LaGuardia.

LaGuardia's big fuss about “inp
convenience' to the public was
merely part of his propagande
build-up to turn public sympathv
against the subway workers ir
the event of a walk-out of the
27.000 TWU subway members ir
June. During the recent strike o
over 3,000 bus drivers in Manhat
tan, which lasted more than tw:
weeks and halted bus service for
over 900,000 riders, the bus pas
sengers demonstrated overwhelm
ing good-will and sgympathy to
ward the strikers,

NON-UNION WAGE LOW
LaGuardia's claims that the
rights of the subway workers now
in the union will be better pro-
tected under civil service without
the union was further
last week when it was revealed
that assistant train dispatchers

disproved

on the Independent division of the
city subway lines, who have al-
ways been under civil service and
have never had a union contract,
are now receiving a $1 a day less
pay than the union men doing
the same work on the BMT and
IRT lines.

The Assistant Dispatchers Coun-
eil of the Civil Service Forum
has attempted for three years to
negotiate with the Board of Trans-
portation to wipe out this pay dif-
ferential. The Board repeatedly
refused to hear thelr complainis.

WHY COPS GET PAY

In trying to prove that the
transit workers under civil. serv-
ice don't need a union, the city

and the local pwess have cited the
relatively high pay of the police
department as an example of what
the city workers generally get
under civil service.

Part of the dirty work which the
cops are going to have to do to
continue getting their