
Expropriate War Industries, Run Them Under Workers' Control
Time to Kick O ut 
War Profiteers!

An Editorial
During his anti-labor speech on Arm y Day last Saturday, 

OPM Director Knudsen mentioned two true facts which every 
worker should know and understand.

1. “ We are a ll in the Arm y now .. . The technical progress 
of making war,”  said M r. Knudsen, " has advanced to such a stage 
that ONE M A N  in the field requires the backing of TEN M EN  
at home.”

T h a t means th a t ten  o u t o f  e leven m en  in  the  
“ n a tio n a l defense”  fo rces are  w o rk in g  u n d e r the  d ic ­
tates o f  Eugene Grace, H e n ry  F o rd , M ax W . Babb o f  
A llis -C ha lm ers  and o the rs  o f  th e  same s tr ip e .

I t  means th a t “ n a tio n a l defense”  is at the  m ercy 
o f  the  Fords a m i the  Graces, m en add ic ted  to  the 
m ost a u to c ra tic  ru le — except as th e ir  a rb itra ry  power 
is  l im ite d  by  the  successfu l g ro w th  o f  the  trade  
u n io n s  in  th e ir  fac to rie s .

And for what do the Graces and Fords use their power? Tc 
wring the maximum amount of blood-money out of creating in­
struments of death. From the first trickle of war orders in 1940, 
230 corporations increased their “ earnings” for that year 70.77 
per cent over 1939, the A pril 6 New York Times reports. The 
twelve leading steel companies in 1940 more than doubled the 
profits they had made in 1939. Aviation companies tripled, 
quadrupled and quintupled their previous profits. What these 
war profits of 1940 mean was demonstrated recently by a CIO 
analysis: General Motors netted a profit of $977 per employe; 
American Telegraph and Telephone, $528 per employe; U. S. 
Steel, $420 per employe; DuPont, $2,200 per employe; General 
Electric $826 per employe; Standard Oil of New Jersey, $2,000 
per employe.

B y th e ir  a u to c ra tic  ru le  o ve r ten  o u t o f  e leven 
m en  in  the  “ n a tio n a l defense”  fo rces , the  Graces and 
F o rd s  re a lly  c o n tro l the  destiny  o f  the  n a tio n  and d ic ­
ta te  w h e th e r w'e sh a ll l iv e  o r  d ie . I t  is  to  th e ir  in te re s t 
th a t th e re  be w a r boom s and w ars. O u t o f  o u r  m a n g l­
ed bod ies they  c o in  new  and g rea te r p ro fits .

2. “ During the last seven months,”  said Mr. Knudsen, "we 
have actually started and more than 60 per cent completed new 
factories at a cost of over two billion dollars, of which a billion 
dollars and a half was furnished by the government and the bal­
ance privately financed.”

T h a t m eans th a t the  gove rn m e n t pa id  75 p e r 
cen t o f  the  cost o f  expa n d ing  the  em p ires  o f  the  
Graces and F o rds . T h e y  get n o t o n ly  w a r p ro f its  b u t 
a lso new  fa c to rie s  f o r  n o th in g !

After all this Mr. Knudsen, in attacking strikes, has the 
gall to say: “ 1 am getting all out o f patience with all this talk, 
about money. This is no time to ask for quotations on the de­
fense o.L the United States. ... This job can’t  be handled .with 
money. It must be handled w ith our hearts.”  That $977 per em­
ploye that Knudsen’s General Motors netted in profits in 1940 
was just incidental to a labor of love!

Yes, after all this the Knudsens and Stimsons and the rest 
of the bosses and their political agents in Washington, have the 
effrontery to propose to “ settle”  strikes by cracking down on 
the unions. None of these gentlemen even breathe a suggestion of 
cracking down on the Graces and Fords.

Secretary of War Stimson, Senator Connally and others 
have proposed what they call “ the government taking over”  
struck plants like Allis-Chalmers. In reality they are proposing 
nothing but a strikebreaking scheme. The war profiteers wouldn’t 
Suffer a bit. The government would pay the bosses handsomely 
fo r the use of their plants, expand the plants at government ex­
pense and eventually turn them back to their owners. The work­
ers, on the other hand, are not only not promised a settlement or 
recognition of their union when the government takes over, but 
Secretary Stimson and Senator Connally don’t even promise to 
reinstate the workers in their jobs!

But, as John 1.. Lewis has put it :  “ The time is not here yet, 
and methinks it w ill not come in America, when an act of Con­
gress may be passed that w ill make indentured servants out of 
45,000,000 American workers.”  Law or no law, the workers w ill 
strike against bosses who are renamed “ government representa­
tives”  just as they strike against the uncamouflaged bosses.

In fu ll confidence we say to the bosses and their political 
agents: You cannot fool or scare the workers. You cannot use the 
smokescreen of "national defense”  to cover up the war profiteers. 
You can’t hide from the workers the fact that “ national defense”  
is being used by Big Business to make billionaires out of m illion­
aires and to try  to crush the trade unions.

D o you  re a lly  w an t to  ¡leave m oney o u t o f  i t ,  as 
K m n lse n  p re tends?  D o  you  re a lly  w an t u n in te r ru p t­
ed p ro d u e t io n ?  j

T hen  le t  the  g ove rn m e n t take  away the  w ar in ­
d us trie s  f ro m  the  H e n ry  F o rds , Eugene Graces and 
M ax Babbs, b u t le t the  w o rke rs  take  f u l l  charge o f  
th e  e xp ro p ria te d  p lan ts .

Democratically-elected factory committees, w ill run those 
plants as they should be run. Out of the workers, freed from the 
dead hand of the oppressive bosses, w ill come creative energies 
such as this continent has never seen.

There are more than enough specialists, sincerely devoted 
to the people, to serve as consultants to these factory commit­
tees. The best o f the accountants, statisticians, engineers, scient­
ists, would prefer to work under such factory committees rather 
than to serve the brutal and ignorant bosses who have hitherto 
bought their brains. For the workers, having no interest in profits 
and throttling new inventions, w ill really give free scope to 
science and technique, which have been thwarted by the crises 
and profit-seeking of the capitalist system.

W ith magnificent courage the workers have stood by their 
demands and backed them up with heroic strikes. Now it is 
necessary, while continuing these strikes, to do more: to give a 
positive answer to the strikebreaking threats o f the bosses and 
their political agents. An answer which w ill show the workers 
arc not only defenders of their rights but the rightful leaders of 
the nation. An answer which w ill not only guarantee uninter­
rupted production, but which w ill lake away from the Graces 
and Fords the control of the country’s \yar production:

E x p ro p r ia te  the  w a r in d u s tr ie s  and opera te  
the m  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ e o u tro l.
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FORD IS SHUT DOWN AT LAST
On The War Fronts

Hitler Forced To 
Open New Front
Balkan Campaign May Cost Hitler Dearly; 
Staliri W ill Not Fight For Jugoslav Ally

B y G EORGE STE R N
Hitler last week unloosed his m ilita ry might on two mpre 

European nations, j
Yugoslavia's resistance to H itler was determined in part by 

the lessons of Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria. These coun­
tries capitulated without a struggle to the Nazis in order to keep 
out of the war. A l l ’they accomplished was to be occupied by the
Nazi arm y amt to become in  effect 
provinces of the Nazi Reich.

The liv e ly  na tiona lis t trad ition s  
of the Serbian officer caste and 
m iddle class and the w a rr io r  tra ­
d itions  o f the Montenegran peas­
a n try  proved fe rt ile  soil fo r B r it ­
ish encouragement. The decision 
was taken to resist.

I f  H it le r  can complete the Bal­
kan campaign in  a m atte r of 

.weeks w ith  a m in im um  of cost 
to h is  m il ita ry  machine and a 
m in im um  of d is ru p tio n  Mo the 
Balkans generally, he -.may-: skill 
be in  a position  to complete his 
postponed schedule fo r an assault 
on the B r it is h  Isles.
D A N G E R  TO H IT L E R

Should the campaign stre tch out 
over a longer period, however, it  
can mean his u ltim a te  defeat in 
the w ar. Concentration o f Nazi 
power in  the Balkans u n t il the 
fa ll o r w in te r can conceivably 
give B r ita in  the respite i t  needs 
to a llow  tim e fo r the Am erican 
war m achine to gear in to  action.

In  any case, however, the 
B a lkan cam paign m ay cost him 
dearly. The Balkans are s t i l l  
the  p rin c ip a l g ra na ry  fo r  the 
Reich. T h a t is w hy H it le r  tr ied  
by every means to  assure his 
conquest o f the  Southeastern 
na tions w ith o u t re so rt to  m il i­
ta ry  force.
There is, fu rth e r, the p lig h t of 

Ita ly . M usso lin i has some 300,000 
men bottled up in  A lbania. Unless 
H itle r , can complete the conquest 
of Greece and Yugoslavia w ith  un­
im aginable speed and decisively 
defeat the B r it is h  exped itionary 
force already on Greek soil, these 
Ita lia n  forces are doomed to an­
other debacle.

So long, however, as H it le r  can 
feel assured of eventual Balkan 
v ic to ry , fresh defeats fo r h is I ta l­
ian a lly  are no t overly  serious 
fo r h im . '

The o ther p r in c ip a l elements in 
the new B alkan w ar are T u rkey  
and the USSR. T u rkey  is s t i l l  sit-

t in g  tig h t. I t  has become apparent 
in  the successive stages o f the w a r 
tha t T u rkey  does not have enough 
confidence in  its  m il ita ry  strength 
to venture an offensive policy. 
B u t a po licy of w a itin g  means 
eventual envelopment by H itle r .

S T A L IN ’S R O LE  C L E A R
In  the new B alkan s itua tion , the 

USSR has taken a fu r th e r  step 
along the lin e  already suggested 
by its  recent moves. W hen B u l­
garia was occupied, Moscow sent 
a feeble note of p ro test to ..Sofia. 
Two weeks ago the USSR and 
T u rkey  issued a new declaration 
of friendsh ip  and understanding 
which was in terpre ted as a So­
v ie t pledge to extend fr ie n d ly  
help to  T u rk e y  in  case i t  is  a t­
tacked. Now, a few hours before 
the Nazi invasion of Yugoslavia, 
a pact of friendsh ip  and non-ag­
gression between the USSR and 
Yugoslavia was signed.

These moves do not ind ica te 
any breach in  Nazi-Soviet re la ­
tions bu t they de fin ite ly  do re­
present fu r th e r worsening of those 
re la tions. S ta lin  has fe lt  compel­
led a t each stage of Nazi Balkan 
penetration to make some move 
w h ich  w ou ld  impede N azi ad­
vances w ith o u t, however, em­
b ro ilin g  tlrt; Soviet U n ion in  the 
war.

S ta lin ’s po licy w i l l  not, i f  lie 
can he lp it ,  expose h im  to the 
feared Nazi attack. l ie  w i l l  con­
tinue, however, to do eve ry th ing 
he dares to impede and make 
more costly H it le r ’s steady ad­
vance toward complete dbm ination 
of Europe and toward eventual 
invasion o f the Soviet Union. 
Once more those who hope S ta lin  
w i l l  take up arm s against. H it le r  
are doomed to d isappointm ent. 
S ta lin ’s po licy rem ains one of 
fea rfu l defense. He seeks ways of 
w ard ing  o ff blows, not of dealing 
them.

(See ed ito ria l, “ S ta lin ’s L a t­
est Pact,”  page 6.)

How Union Officials Are Used To 
Cover Up Gov't Strikebreaking

N o t a s ingle ca p ita lis t spokesman or newspaper has a tte m p t­
ed to answer on its  m e rits  John L . Lew is ’ c r it ic is m  o f  the N a ­
tio n a l M ed ia tion Board.

The “ c leverest”  o f the  boss papers, the  New  Y o rk  Post, 
ducked Lew is ’ specific c r it ic is m  w ith  the  help o f th is  fo rm u la : 
“ I f  they— P h ilip  M u rra y  and Thomas Kennedy— have taken th e ir  
places on the N a tion a l M ed ia tion Board w ith  good w ill,  and be­
lieve in  m ediation, have they n o t been w icked ly  insu lted by M r. 
Lew is, who has recklessly bracketed them  w ith  s tr ik e  ‘busters’ ?”  
(N ew  Y o rk  Post, A p r i l  4.)

Thus the Post, instead o f answ ering Lew is ’ ind ic tm ent, hides 
behind the backs o f M u rra y  and Kennedy. The backs o f M u rra y  
and Kennedy are broad, indeed. N o t on ly  the Post, b u t a ll the  em­
ployers’ and “ pub lic ”  representatives on the M ed ia tion  Board are 
h id in g  behind them.

T ha t, in  fac t, is  w h y  the bosses and th e ir  p o lit ic a l agents 
wanted M u rra y  and Kennedy on the board —  as fig-leaves to 
cover up the a n ti- la b o r acts o f the board.

And th a t ’s w h y  every u n io n is t should demand the w ith d ra w a l 
o f a l l un io ji o ffic ia ls  fro m  the board, and fro m  a ll governm ent 
posts.

They Provided The Gas

T h is  s tr ik in g  cartoon, published in  the week ly  organ o f the CIO, the A p r i l  7 CIO  N EW S, 
shows the tw o governm ent strikebreakers, K n o x  and Knudsen, p ro v id in g  the fue l fo r  the  a rm ­
ored car used aga inst the A llis -C ha lm ers  s tr ik e rs . B u t the un ion won anyw ay!

Big Loophole Made In 
Excess Profits Tax Law
Congress Quietly Adopts Amendments To Tax Law To R elieve 
"W ar Baby" Industries From Paying Hundreds Of Millions

Recent amendments to the E x ­
cess P ro fits  T ax  A c t  have demon­
stra ted  the hypocrisy  ctf the  
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n ’s loud 
ta lk  about ta k in g  the p ro fits  ou t 
o f w a r and “ equal sacrifice”  fo r  
cap ita l and labor.

Under the guise of ta k in g  care 
of ce rta in  "ha rdsh ip  cases,”  in ­
vo lv ing  an “ un ju s t”  application 
o f the Excess P rofits  Tax to sm all 
concerns, Congress on M arch 7 
qu ie tly  passed ce rta in  amend­
ments w h ich w i l l  save tens of 
m illio n s  o f do lla rs in  taxes fo r 
the m a jo r corporations. E xpert 
estimates, place the tax  reductions 
fo r the b ig  corpora tions in  gen­
era l, under the amended law, 
a t no less than $150,000,000 an­
nually.

The im m ediate service render­
ed by the amendments to the big 
trus ts  and corporations is in d i­
cated by the fo llo w in g  figures:

UE General Board 
Halts Carey's 
Red-Baiting Move

P resident James B. Carey’s 
proposal to launch a red -b a itin g  
d rive  in  the U n ited  E lec trica l, 
Radio &  Machine W orkers  o f 
A m erica  (C IO ) was re jected by 
the G enera l-E xecu tive  Board a t 
its  q u a rte r ly  m eeting, M arch 22- 
23 in  New  Y o rk .

Carey, who is also secre ta ry  o f 
rhe  CIO, had proposed to au tho r­
ize a ll locals to  oust Commun­
ists from ' o ff ic ia l posts. O nly 
hoard members B lock and Camp­
bell voted w ith  Carey.

A lu m inu m  C orpora tion  o f 
A m erica  has been saved 
$800,000 in  excess p ro fits  taxes 
fo r  1940.

N o rth  A m erican  A ir c ra f t  and 
U n ited  A irc ra ft 'e a c h  benefit to 
the ex te n t o f $2,000,000.

The Glen L . M a rt in  Co., a ir ­
c ra f t  m anufacture rs, tw o  weeks 
ago announced to  its  stockhold­
ers th a t the new law  has en­
abled i t  to  add $1,118,000 to  its  
1940 net income.

D ouglas A ir c r a f t  is  expected 
to  ga in  a ta x  savings o f 
$1,400,000, fo r  the  c u rre n t fiscal 
year.
The neat l i t t le  device fo r keep­

ing  the pro fits in  w ar, is  con­
tained in  a t r ic k  l i t t le  clause 

T h is  —  clause ( f)  section 713 
o f the amended law —perm its  cor­
porations to figure the base p ro­
fits, on the excess of w h ich  excess 
p ro fits  taxes m us t be paid, by a 
new method favorable to the “ w ar 
babies”  industries . The old m eth ­
od required averag ing the p ro fits  
fo r the fou r years 1936 to 1939. 
The new method pe rm its  a cor­
poration to name as its  “ regu lar”  
pro fits  the h ighest s ingle annual 
p ro fit o f any year in  th a t period.

Thus, i f  the average annual 
p ro fit over the fo u r years has 
been $1,000,000, bu t the h ighest 
single year’s p ro fit has been $1,- 
500,000, excess pro fits taxes are 
now levied on the excess over 
the $1,500,000, ra th e r than  on the 
excess over $1,000,000 required 
under the old law. $500,000 more 
goes untouched by taxes in to  the 
corpora tion ’s t i l l

Even in  its- o rig in a l form , the 
1940 Excess P rofits  Tax A c t was

so complicated th a t no o rd ina ry  
w orker could make heads or ta il?  
of it .

The new amendments are even 
more complicated. B u t the big 
corporations have figured th e ir  
m eaning ou t to the extent of a 
huge reduction in  taxes, ra th e r 
than the increase in  taxes which 
the en tire  law  was supposed to 
effect.

These new amendments were 
put through Congress in  record 
tim e  There was p ra c tica lly  no 
newspaper p u b lic ity  on the chan­
ges made in  the old law. There 
were no Congressional hearings or 
debates. I t  was a ll done w ith  ap 
pa reu tly  calculated secrecy.

The bankers and in d u s tria lis ts  
don’t lik e  much l ig h t  to he shed 
on the "equal sacrifices”  the gov­
ernm ent is exacting from  them!

Farrell Dobbs To 
Speak On The 
Latest Strikes

F a rre ll Dobbs, N a tion a l 
Labor S ecre tary o f the Social­
is t  W orkers P a rty , w il l rep o rt 
and analyze the Ford  and 
o ther s trikes, upon his re tu rn  
from  D e tro it.

Dobbs’ lecture, “ The G reat 
S tr ik e  W ave,”  w i l l  be given 
Wednesday, A p r i l  *16, a t 8:50 
P.M. a t a special session o f 

H hc M a rx is t School, I rv in g  
Plaza, I rv in g  Place and 15th 
S treet, New  Y o rk  C ity .

B rin g  you r shopm alcs to 
hear Comrade Dobbs!

Ford Workers 
Show Hank 
Their Power
Bold And Confident, 
Workers Stand Firm; 
Not So The Leaders

S to ry  on s tra teg y  used to  
shu t down the R iver Rouge ap­
pears on page 4— fu l l  page.

DETRO IT, A pril 8—The 
great Ford strike, now in its 
seventh day, continues w ith all 
production completely shut 
down.

This strike, aimed against 
the symbol o f the open shop, 
against'the “ old American way”  
in industry, is symbolic o f what 
American workers understand 
by a fight for democracy, and 
what they feel is worth fighting 
for. 1

Those outside this area, who 
are reading about the strike in 
the daily press and hear about 
it on the radio, receive a warp­
ed picture of the actual state of 
affairs. They hear the venom­
ous statements of the paid com­
pany hirelings, read the slanders 
and lies of-the newspaper col­
umnists, get a picture of the 
army of government mediators 
and their barrage of govern-:; 
mental pressure upon the Ford 
workers. '

They imagine,, from all this, 
that the Ford workers must be 
overcome by the sheer weight 
->f tire pressure brought to bear 
from all sides.

But the workers o f Detroit 
are in a different world. They 
dwell apart from the venal col­
umnists and the babbling flun­
keys on the radio newscasts. '/

I he men on the Ford picket 
lines are cheerful optimistic 
and above ail determined.

The F o rd  w o rkers  know  on ly  
the ju s tice  o f th e ir  case. They 
a r e ' ob liv ious o f a l l the  h ig h - 
pressure a ttem p ts  to  dem ora lize 
and de feat them . They are sw im ­
m ing  in  a sea o f  s o lid a rity , and 
are insu la ted by the sheer m as­
siveness o f th e ir  s tre n g th  fro m  
the p ricks  and jabs o f th e ir  en­
emies. , '

The s tr ik e  leadership, u n fo r­
tuna te ly , does no t lie  in  the hands 
o f a broad and representa tive  
s tr ik e  com m ittee. I t  is  in  the 
hands o f a fe w  top  figu res such 
as M ichael W idm an, J r., d irec to r 
o f the  CIO  drive , R. J. Thomas, 
U|AW President, George F . A d - 
dqs, S ecre ta ry-T reasu rer o f the  
U A W , A la n  Haywood, CIO  o r ­
gan iza tion  d irec to r, and one o r  
tw o o th e r ind iv idua ls . T h is  lead­
ersh ip has a psychology d if fe r ­
en t fro m  the m il ita n t  and con­
fiden t ranks.

U N IN S P IR IN G  P U B L IC IT Y
In  g re a tes t con tras t to  the  

s p ir it  and s tre n g th -o f the ranks 
is the p u b lic ity  departm ent. 
There is an am ple volum e o f pub­
lic ity  p o u rin g  o u t o f the  s tr ik e  
headquarters, b u t in  its  con tent 
the p u b lic ity  represents the m ost 
backward sector o f the s tr ike . 
The union rad io  ta lk s  are a re ­
peated b la th e r about the p a tr io t­
ism o f the F ord  w orkers, about 
the re fusa l o f the F o rd  com pany 
to p u t ou t Rolls Royce engines 
fo r  B r ita in , fo r  w h ich  the s tr ik e  
leaders had volunteered to  send 
in  w orkers.

Repeatedly, day a f te r  day 
these ta lk s  re ite ra te  the same 

(Continued on Page 3 )
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Four IBEW Men Framed 
In Queens Strike Trial
Jury Of Businessmen Openly Show Bias As 
They Convict Local 3 Strike Leaders

B y the  Queens Correspondent
QUEENS, New York City, April 5— Four of the 16 mem­

bers of Local 3 of the International Brotherhood o f Electrical 
Workers on tria l for striking against the Triangle Conduit Cable 
Co. last August were convicted yesterday in one of the rawest 
deals handed out by capitalist justice.

The four were Harry Van Arsdale, Jr., Business Manager of 
Local 3, Charles Mangano, a shop steward, Robert Reade, and 
Rudolf Jaklitsch.

As reported in the March 30 issue of TH E  M IL IT A N T , the
t r ia l ,  Which grew out- of attacks 
by police and strikebreakers on 
the p icke t lines of Local 3, had 
a ll the earm arks Of^a framettp. 
The testim ony of the las t two 
weeks should have rètnOved the 
las t lin g e rin g  doubt from  arij 
fa ir-m inded person’s m ind.

To th is  correspondent the frame- 
up was so obvious th a t he thought 
there w asn 't a chance of convic t­
in g  the un ion men. B u t the busi­
ness men who constitu ted the ju ­
ry  were influenced by o ther con­
s idera tions than fairness.

In  th e ir  eagerness to convict the 
s trike rs , they found them g u ilty  
o f charges tha t d id  not even ap­
pear in  th e -in d ic tm e n t and a fte r 
free ing  one defendant found him  
g u ilty !

P R O S E C U TIO N  l i e s

As the t r ia l proceeded du ring  the 
past 2 weeks, s tate ’s witnesses ac­
cused Van Arsdale and Fred H an­
sen of in c it in g  the s tr ike rs  to r io t 
by th e ir  speeches at a union meet­
ing . However, Thomas J. Lyons, 
head of the State Federation of 
Labor, in fo rm ed the cou rt tha t 
th is  was a physical im poss ib ility , 
since both defendants were a t­
tend ing the State A F L  convention 
a t the tim e  they were supposed 
to have addressed the meeting.

A no ther defendant, M cA lin , 
proved the prosecution to be ly ­
in g  again in  its  accusation th a t he 
had instiga ted the men to u tilize  
“ rocks and stones’’ i f  necessary. 
M cA lin  was nowhere near the 
p lan t at the tim e the s trikeb reak­
ers and police attacked the p icket 
line . He was a ttend ing a m eeting 
o f the N ationa l Labor Relations 
Board.

The ro le o f the strikebreakers 
was brought out c learly  by Louis 
W aldm an, a tto rney fo r Local 3, 
when he showed tha t the “ r io t ”  
charges were p a rt and parcel of 
the company’s plan to break the 
s trike .

A  P A ID  F IN K
W aldm an cited the case of W il­

liam  J. F lynn , whom the prosecu­
t io n  had not hauled, up on tr ia l.  
Before the s trike , F lynn  was a 
shop forem an at the T riang le  ou t­
fit. He cu ltiva ted , his leadership 
among the men and became a 
member o f the Negotiations Com­
m ittee. W hen the s tr ik e  vote was 
taken at the m eeting where the 
prosecution contends violence and 
r io t in g  was inc ited , F lyn n  was 
Chairm an. A fte r T riang le  had 
been shut down because of the 
p icke t lines, F lynn  was in  charge 
o f p icketing . Then lik e  a bolt 
from  the blue. F lyn n  became a scab 
inside the T rian g le  p lant. “ I f  th is  
is n ’t  the ro le of a fin k ,”  demanded 
W aldm an. "and a paid one, w hat 
is?”

Through the ro le of F lynn  as 
a w itness against the s tr ike rs  thé

tie-up bétwëèn thè company and 
the cap ita lis t court becomes g la r­
in g ly  obvious. I f  É lÿnn  had led 
the workers evèfi a fte r they Were 
out on s ttike , \èhÿ d idn ’t the pros­
ecution charge h im  W ith conspit- 
acy, in c it in g  to r io t, un la w fu l as­
semblage, etc. etc.? And did Los- 
calzo, the d is tr ic t  a ttorney, flin c h  
as W aldm an pressed home the 
point !

W hen (Ite fdre’tririri Of thè jt trÿ  
announced its  decision, he declar­
ed th a t M cA lin  had been found 
g u ilty  of “ coercion.”  W hen W ald­
man asked w h ich  of the twò Spe­
cific  counts the defendant had 
been found g u ilty  of, the foreman 
became tongue-tied.

A no ther ju ro r  hastened to re ­
fresh the forem an’s memory. He 
declared tha t the ju ry  had found 
M cA lin  g u ilty  of p icke ting  W il­
liam  J. F ly n n ’s home.

W aldm an pointed out tha t ho 
such charge had b'eèri lodged 
against the defendant in  the iri- 
d ictm ent !

A t th is  pò irit, thè ^ im p a rt ia l” 
judge T a s tily  Sèrit thè j i t r ÿ  Ont 
to consult fo r a botter fo rm u la ­
tion  of th e ir  findings.

F in a lly , responding to thè per 
plexed expressions on the faces- of 
the attorneys and to the grow ing 
hubbub in  the cO'ttrt, the fOretnain 
asked, “ Do I  Understand tha t -iée 
han’t lega lly  re tu rn  such a convié- 
tion  against M cA lin?

“ Yes. i t  seems th a t is so,”  res­
ponded the jtidgè rè ltic ta n tly .

“ Then we find the defendant 
M cA lv in  not g u ilty ,”  the forefnari 
replied.

T H E Y  A D D  A  V I C t lM !
To make up fo r th e ir  slip-Up On 

M cA lv in , the foreman announced 
t lià ï 'th e y  had decided tha t Robert 
Reade, whom  they had acquitted 
when they firs t filed out o f the 
ju ry  room, was now declared 
g u ilty  of “ thirfi-dègree assault”  
on James McCloskey, a s tr ik e ­
breaker.

W hen W aldm an protested th a t 
in  the case of Van Arsdale the 
ju ry  had found h im  g u ilty  Of " in ­
c it in g  to r io t ”  whereas thère was 
no such chargé against h iif i in  the 
ind ic tm ent, thè forem an - has tily  
changed the find ing  of the ju ry  
to g u ilty  o f " r io t in g .”  T h is  de­
spite the testim ony p rov ing  tha t 
Van Arsdale vHs a ttend ing  a p ic­
n ic in  New Jèrsey at the tim e 
of the scuffle w ith  strikebreakers 
and policé!

W aldm an moved tha t the court 
set aside thè verd ic t on. the 
ground tha t the firs t count was 
deficient and the second changed. 
B ut Judge B ailey decided it i  favor 
of the T riang le  Comjiany. W ald­
man declared th a t the whole ac­
tion  of the ju ry  Was rëvèrsible 
and (hat he would take ah ap­
peal. Judge B ailey remanded the 
fou r fo r sentente on A p r il 15.

The MARXIST SCHOOL
Lectures fo r  Sessions— W eek o f A p r i l  14th

MONDAY
7 .TO to  8:40 p.m .........................................  by W illia m  M . W arde

The Second American Revolution: The Role of the In­
dustrial Workers during the C iv il War.
8:50 to  10:20 p.m ..........................................................  bÿ Lyd ià  Béidél

Thé American Federation of Labor: Its Founding and 
Development.

WEDNESDAY
7:10 to 8:40 p.m. ........................ -,...............................  by Jack W eber

Ifalian and German Fascism and the War.

Special lectu re  to  s ta r t  a t 8:50 p.m.

Labor’s Challenge to Capital
B y F A R R E L L  DOBBS

A Marxist analysis of the wave of strikes now sweeping 
the country.

IRVING PLAZA
I rv in g  Place and IS th  St.

i ......... .. . .. I. r -  '

The Corpse O f Company Unionism

B earing a co ffin  con ta in ing  the “ corpse”  o f t  he Em ployes Representation P lan. Bethlehem 
Steel’s company union, ju b ila n t members o f th e  Steel W orkers O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee (C IO ) 
are shown ce leb ra ting  a t th e ir  v ic to ry  m eeting a f te r th e ir  tw o-day s tr ik e  dt Bethlehem ’s b ig  Cam ­
bria- works in  Johnstown, PeririSylvania.

Militant Salesmen 
Again Attacked By 
Stalinist Goons

NEW  YORK C ITY , A p r il 5. — 
Orders to use physica l violence 
against T ro tsky is ts  appear to have 
heeii handed down to members of 
the Com m unist P a rty  and tlie  
Young Communist. League. Last 
week we reported tha t A r t  W alker, 
w h ile  d is tr ib u tin g  T H E  M IL IT ­
AN T at M anhattan Center, was 
beaten by S ta lin is ts , su ffe rin g  a 
blackened eye. La s t n ig h t John 
Pollack and Ole Swanson w h ile  
d is tr ib u tin g  T H E  M IL IT A N T  at 
the IW O  Center at 381 Rockaway 
Avenue in  B rooklyn , were also a t­
tacked.

A  few m inutes a fte r t l io ir  dfs 
tr ib u tio n , a g ir l came out of the 
m eeting and ordered them to 
leave. They declined on flic  
grounds tha t i t  was th e ir  democ­
ra tic  r ig h t  to d is tr ibu te  po litica l 
lite ra tu re  on the publie streets.

W ith in  five m inutes seven 
YCLers attacked Comrades Pol 
lack and Swanson, tea ring  away 
th e ir  lite ra tu re .

Government Intent On Deporting 
Bridges, Hearing Makes Clear
Deportation Would Be Blew Against The Whole Labor Movement; 
Government's Chief Witnesses Aré Reftegddes From Stalinism

SAN FRANCISCO, April 6th—The War Deal is hoW work­
ing in dead earnest to deport Harry Bridges.

A contrast between the present hearings and those conducted 
two years ago shows that the gloves are o ff:

In the first hearing— July 10 to Sept. 13, 1939— the gof’- 
ernmerit to comply with the statutes Of the then prevailing im­
migration laws, had to prove Bridges a merfiber of the Commun­
ist Party at the time the warrant for his deportation was served 
iipon him in 1938.

The present hearing is governed by the Alien Registration
A ct of 1940, w h ich forb ids aliens
tò cooperate in  any way With “ sub­
versive”  movements. A l l  the gov- 
etnm ent need prove is th a t B r id ­
ges was at any tim e since he efi- 
tered thè U. S. connected w ith  
a so-called subversive organiza­
tion . I t  intends to show tha t he 
held membership in  the I.W AV- 
M arine W orkers In d u s tr ia l Union 
and Com m unist Party .

In  the present hearing, more­
over, t lie  government, need not 
prove membership. “ A ffi lia tio n ,”  a 

] vàguè te rm  Winch can he in te r ­
preted anÿ way thè poWërs-thât- 
be w ant to in te rp re t it ,  is enough.

The first, hearing was held un­
der the auspices of the Im m igra - 
tibh  Departm ent v tith  thè " l ib e ra l”  
dèatt o f H a rva rd  Law School pre­
s id ing  and the “ lib e ra l”  Madam 
P erk ins rendering  the fina l ver­
d ict. T ha t hearing was, irìdééd, 
f io tfiln g  but. a sop to reactionaries 
in  and but o f Congress.

Now Roosevelt is  d r iv in g  the 
na tion  in to  w ar. A hard-b itten 
Republican judge presides over a 
t r ia l conducted by the Depart­
m ent of Justice. A new law’, lia ­
ble to sweeping in te rpre ta tions, 
lias been enacted. The defense gets 
l i t t le  or no la titude . F in a l déci­
sion rests w ith  A ttorney-General 
Jackson who is< now hot in  pur- 
s ù it o f “ com m unists,”  “ f if th  col­
um nists,”  m ilita n ts  in  trade un­
ions.

W È  M U S T  D E F E N D  H IM
I f  thè Ro’osevèlt A dm in is tra tion  

sùécèeds in  deporting H a rry  
Bridges the citizensh ip of scores 
of hd ttira lized  labor leaders and 
trade Uiiibb m ilita n ts , who were 
at oiiè tim e members of the Ï.W .W . 
or some other rad ica l organization, 
w i l l  bè jeopardized. By the same 
logic, i f  a un ion is t not a citizen 
can be deported, w hy cannot a 
native-born A m erican be flung  
in to  prison?

The Bridges case is therefore 
a v ita l issue fo r the en tire  labor 
riioveirient. H is  deporta tion can be 
prevented on ly by the mass pres­
sure of the organized w orkers: 
his lawyers vMll be of l i t t le  ava il 
th is  tim e.

There are, un fo rtu n a te ly , m il i­
tan t workers who refuse to defend 
Bridges because of the great dam­
age the Bridges machine has caus­
ed. especially to West Coast un ­
ions. The damage is a fact. But 
they are b lin d  who cannot see 
th a t the governm ent and the boss­
es do not in tend to help the la ­
bor movement by deporting 
Bridges. On the con tra ry  the de­
po rta tion  is sought by those w’ho 
want to in tim id a te  labor and par­
alyze its  ir iilita n cy .

The governm ent attacks Bridges 
because he is most vulnerable.

A fte r se tting  a precedent w ith  
Bridges the governm ent w i l l  go 
on to persecute genuine m ilitan ts . 
ThOse who fa il to sec th is , are 
cu ttin g  o ff th e ir  nose tb spite1 
(h e if face* ‘ v ... .- •

ÇIO  U N D E R S T A N D S
The CIO, fo rtuha te ly , has lea rn ­

ed th is  lesson; thè w e igh t of its  
na tional organ ization has been of­
f ic ia lly  th row n  against the deport­
a tion o f Bridges.

The A F L  leadership is e ither 
s iien t o r backing the deportation, 
ju s t as they are s trikeb rea k ing  at 
the Ford' M otor Co. and a t the 
In te rn a tion a l Harvester plants. I t

GRACE CARLSON 
IN 37th CITY 
OF HER TOUR

B y G R A C E  C AR LSO N
FARGO. N. D - A p r i l 7. —  The 

37th and last c ity  of the tou r! I t  
was very g ra tify in g  to be able to 
report tb the Fargo workers at 
last n ig h t’s house m eeting that 
the to u r had been em inently  suc­
cessful.

I t  was also g ra tify in g  tb lenfh 
from  them of thè progress which 
has been made in  th is  c i t ” . once 
the center o f reaction b" tiré area, 
since the great s trikes b f i 934 
and 1935.

Most g ra tify in g  of a ll wer-» the 
plans ia id  fo r a publié meetin - to 
be held here under the auspices 
of thé Socia list W orkers P a rty  
w ith in  the next fèw weèks.

The public m eeting held at Plen- 
tywood. Montati-1, on A p r i l 4, 
brought out 118 workers and fa rm ­
ers. A vast ma jo r ity  o f those pre­
sent were dispossessed fanners 
who are now on re lie f o r WPA. 
I t  was very easy fo r  them tb un­
derstand th a t W allace’s A A A  and 
Roosevelt’s so-càlléd Social Secur­
ity  program s had no t ended the 
system o f “ w ant am idst p len ty.”

Many o f these pròletai-ianized 
farm ers accept the revo lu tiona ry  
program  as the on ly so lu tion to 
th e ir  problems. Some of them 
have been members of the Comi 
m us is i r>~ —* y i i i  the past, but have 
broken away o r been expelled be­
cause o f “ devia tions from  the 
line .”

The T ro tsky is t press has p lay­
ed an im portan t ro le in  a ll this. 
A great deal of c red it n 'us t bp 
given to those Plentywood com­
rades who have been so loy-’ i and' 
self-sacrific ing in spreading the 
ideas of T ro tsky ism  through the 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f our press and l i t ­
erature.

is tim e fo r  the ra n k  and file  of 
the A F L  to make its e lf heard.

# £ *
In  the firs t week of the hear­

ing  the prosecution lias marched 
to the w itness stand a m otley 
crew o f renegades, ra ts  and stool- 
pigeons.

Who are these witnesses against 
Bridges?

PRODUCTS OF S T A L IN IS M
They are the ripe f r u i t  of S ta l­

in ism . Tra ined in  an autocratic 
organization, d riven  and cheated 
by S ta lin is t bureaucrats, cyn ica l­
ly  betrayed, th e ir  c r it ic is m  stifled  
in  (h e ir  tliroa ts , taught, a philoS: 
ophy alien to the great princ ip les 
of revo lu tiona ry  socialism , they 
f in a lly  turned rio t against S ta lin ­
ism alone but against socialism 
itse lf.

S tar perfo rm er fo r  the prosecu­
tio n  is the renegade Benjam in 
G itlow .

G IT L O W ’S RECORD
A  revo lu tion is t when he helped 

found the Com m unist P arty , G it­
low then became an ins trum en t 
of S ta lin is t po licy in  the A m eri­
can Com m unist movement. He 
jo ined in  the w itch -hun t against 
the T ro ts k y is t opposition in  the 
Soviet Union and partic ipa ted in 
the expulsion o f the T ro tsky is ts  
from  the Communist P a rty  of th is 
country. Together w ith  Lovestone. 
he was responsible fo r the hood­
lum  attacks, bu rg la ry  and s im ila r 
underw orld  tactics against the 
T ro tsky is ts  —  methods w hich the 
Browders and Fosters continued.

In  1929 the coa lition  leadership 
of S ta lin  and B ukh a rin  began to 
crack up. When the Lovestone 
G itlow  clique heard rum ors o f the 
im pending change they rushed t( 
jum p  on S ta lin ’s bandwagon de 
spite the fact th a t up to th a t firm  
they had supported and were sup 
ported by B ukharin .

I t  was in  the name of G itlow  
tha t a cablegram was sent to 
Moscow v io le n tly  repud ia ting  
B ukh a rin  and u rg in g  th a t meas 
ures be taken against h im . Bui 
i t  was too late. S ta lin  wanted 
tools unconnected prev iously  w i l l  
h is  Russian opponents. R efusinr 
to be an y th in g  but the top-lead 
ership, the Lovestone group wac 
expelled by the S ta lin is t Comin 
tern.

F o r almost five years fo llow in ' 
the expulsion G itlow  remained r 
inember of the Lovestone organi 
zation, w h ich  continued to sup 
jto rt S ta lit i’s policies in  the So 
v ie t U n ion and rem ained b itte r  
foes of the T ro tsky is ts .

W H E R E  G IT LO W  EN D S  UP
When G itlow  le ft the Lovestone 

group his fa m il ia r ity  w ith  M arx­
ism and w ith  the rea l cause for 
S ta lin ism  was l i t t le  im proved.

S teadily he moved away from 
the w o rk in g  class movement un ­
t i l  today lie testifies in  court as 
a state w itness to deport a labor 
leader. In  a w orld  at w ar he can 
use a cap ita lis t cou rt to say that 
th is  system o f poverty, mass-mur­
der and fascist T ru its , th a t th is  
sad carica ture  and fast-disappear­
in g  democracy o f ours is the most-

pre ferred system. I t  is a trag ic  
s ig h t to see a man who once faced 
a ju d ic ia l lynch ing  on charges of 
c r im in a l syndicalism  in  New York 
jo in  a lyn ch in g  p a rty  in  C a lifo r­
nia.

On the stand G itlow  was a l i v ­
ing example of the old adage, 
"w hom  the Gods would destroy 
they f irs t make mad.”  Swearing 
th a t il ls  a im  was to figh t S ta lin ­
ism, he gave i t  more favorable 
p u b lic ity  than thousands o f th e ir  
do lla rs can buy. In  the eyes of 
awakening and rad ica lized work 
ers G itlo w ’s testim ony w il l  w h ite ­
wash the p u trid  organ ization of 
S ta lin ism  of a thousand crimes.

G itlow  declared:
T ha t the p a rty  w h ich has d is­

torted M arxism  in to  a species of 
reactionary na tiona l re fo rm is m -  
s t i l l  adheres to the Communist 
M anifesto of K a r l M arx and F re­
derick Engels and its  c la rion  call 
“ W orkers of the W orld  U n ite ” !

That the pa rty  w h ich  betrayed 
revo lu tions in  every p a rt of the 
globe, Germany, France, Spain, 
China, sold them to the cap ita lis t 
class fo r a trade agreement o r a 
d ip lom atic  pact— s t i l l  adheres to- 
the 21 po in ts o f the founding ' Com­
m unist In te rn a tio n a l!

That the bureaucracy w h ich  o r­
ganized the Moscow T r ia l and 
m urdered a ll the old Bolsheviks, 
assassinated Leon T ro tsky  —  is 
guided by the p rinc ip les of the 
Russian Revolu tion !

T ha t the p a rty  w h ich  uses col­
on ia l peoples as a catspaw of S tal­
in ’s fore ign po licy is the same 
organization w h ich helped Sand- 
ino or in it ia te d  a movement fo r 
equa lity  fo r the Negro people!

Only a fool o r a paid h ire lin g  
could say these things, could say 
tha t there is any s im ila r ity  be- 
Aveen the revo lu tiona ry  Commun- 
!st P arty  of L e n in ’s tim e and the 
venal (ool of the S ta lin is t bureauc- 
•acy th a t exists today. G itlow  is 
one or the o ther; probably both.

O TH E R  S T A L IN IS T  
G R A D U A TE S

The o ther two witnesses fo r the 
wosecution come from  the same 
school as G itlow : the S ta lin is t 
°a rty .

E zra  Chase who was used to 
"eveal S ta lin is t methods of work- 
ng in  unions and to put. the fin- 

te r on Bridges, was a leading 
nember of the Los Angeles sec- 
ion of t he Com m unist Party. 
Ihase partic ipated in  slander 
■ampaigns and frkme-ups against 
tro tsky is ts  in  the unemployed 
novement. A fte r fa ll in g  out w ith  
he p a rty  leadership lie became 
m operative fo r Captain Hynes’ 
notorious “ Red Squad.”

F a rre ll Schnering, another pro'- 
n inen t ex-C.P. member from  WiS- 
nonsin, was used to describe m eth­
ods the S ta lin is ts  use in the mass 
movement.

In Los Angeles
Buy the

M I L I T A N T
at

Lazcrus Candy Store 21 ( 
B rook lyn  Ave.

Book Store E. 1st St. 
Rowan Ave.

Sam S m it’s Newsstand 51 
&  M ain  St.

Army 'Explains' 
Camp Blanding 
Attack On Negro
Story In THE M IL ITA N T Impels Official 
"Investigation" Of Fate Of Negro Victim

At the request of the N ational 
Association lo r  the Advancement 
of Colored People, the W ar De­
partm ent lias conducted an inves: 
liga tio n  of (lie story in  T H E  M IL ­
IT A N T  of February i ,  1941, re­
po rting  a m urderous assault òri 
a Negro laborer by a gang of 
whites a t the a rm y camp Birind- 
(ng, F lorida .

T lie  M IL IT A N T ’S detailed ac­
count of the ho rrib le  assault also 
told o f the generally miserable 
conditions under w h ich  the Negro 
in the a rm y camps is “ kept in  liis  
place" by J im  Cròw rules and ség­
régation i f  lié is a soldier, arid by 
being given thè mOst m enial jobs’ 
to do i f  be is à laborer ift the 
camps d u rin g  coristruétioh. The 
s to ry  Was rep rin ted  in s e v e ra i Né­
gro publications.

The general p u b lic ity , as w è ll as 
the pressure frbm  tlie  NAACP. 
led the W a t Departm ent to agree 
to investigate the case. I t  goes 
w ith o u t saying th a t the Whole in ­
vestigation was confined to one 
point on ly : the find in g  of the 
corpse.

Wa r  d e p t  l e t t e r
T lie  NÀÀCP has forwarded to 

T H É  M lL iT À N T  a copy of a le t­
te r from  thè W ar Departm ent on 
the resu lts of the investiga tion . 
In iris  le tte r Mr. W ill ia m  H. Ilas- 
tie, C iv ilia n  A ide to the Secre­
ta ry  of W dr, w rites  as fo llows: 
"D ear M r. M arsha ll:

“ You have requested th a t th is  
office supply in fo rm a tio n  concern­
in g  the allèged lyn ch in g  of a Ne­
gro w orker on an A rm y  construc­
tion  pro ject a t Camp B landing, 
F lorida . Thè m atte r was reported 
in  T H E  M IL IT A N T , the organ of 
the Socia list W orkers P arty  and 
in  the Xew York  Ape, w h ich  re­
ferred to T H E  M IL IT A N T  as the 
Sohree o f the story. 1,1 ■'

“ The W ar Departm ent has in ­
vestigated the m atte r in  detail 
and a t considerable expense. An 
a ffidav it executed on February 17. 
by James B. Hènry, the Negro 
alleged to have been k ille d  on 
January 8. shows tha t thère Was 
a figh t between a colored and a 
w h ite  w orker and th a t several

other persons partic ipa ted in  the  
ensuing fracas. H enry was hospi­
talized, but seems not to have 
suffered very serious in ju r ie s . 
Supporting  a ffidav its  by several 
persons, inc lud ing  the M edical of­
ficer who treated the in jd re d  
man, corroborate his s to ry  I t  ap­
pears tha t H enry  is now em ploy­
ed by a con tracto r w o rk in g  at 
Camp B land ing .”

N O T  T r tE  W liO L E  S T tif tY
We do riot question the possi­

b i l i t y  th a t our cbrresporideht was 
in  e rro r when he reported th a t 
the Negro W orker died at the hos­
p ita l Horn the in ju r ie s  lie su ffe r­
ed. He was in  no position to ca rry  
out an independent investiga tlo ri. 
He m erely reported the s to ry  as 
told to h im  by w orkers in  the 
camp both w h ite  and Negro.

B u t anybody who knows the 
methods by w h ich the ro tte n  ru le  
o f the Southern . Bourbons is  
m ainta ined W ith in  a fram ew ork  
o f so-called deinocracy W ill re ­
cognize in  the W ar D epartm eht’s 
le tte r  a fa m il ia r  pa tte rn .

E veryth ing- is in  i t :  the  .white­
wash a ff id a v it by the N egro who 
happens to  be the v ic t im ; the 
sup po rting  a ffid a v its  by o ffic ia ls  
o r w h ite  “ witnesses,”  plus t lie  
general fo rm u la  “ the re  was a 
f ig h t between a colored and a 
w h ite  W orker arid th a t several 
o ther persons pa rtic ipa ted  in  the 
ensuing frricas.”

W ha t the fracas Was about—  
an a ttack  on a l ie g ro  a r is in g  out 
o f J im  Crow practices— the le tte r  
does not say.

T h is  is the h y p o c ritic a l type  o f 
“ ju s tic e ”  by which the N egro is 
kep t in  com plete sub juga tion  
th rou gh ou t the South and i t  is  
in th a t hypocrisy th a t th is  ju s ­
tice d iffe rs  fro n t the  naked b ru t­
al r if le  o f H it le r  and M nssb tilfi.

The fa c t th a t there was an in ­
vestiga tion  o f th is  inc iden t a t 
B land ing is  on ly due e n tire ly  to  
the  p u b lic ity  g iven to  i t  by T H E  
M IL IT A N T . A s a ru le , an assault 
On a Negro, w hethe r the  v ic tifh  
is fo rtu n a te  enough to  recover o r 
w hether he dies fro m  h is  in ju r ­
ies, is  hushed up and fo rgo tte n .

HOY. A R E  W E  
G O IN G  P LA C E S !

Two months agb, in  thè face of 
considerable skepticism , t lie  busi­
ness departm ent of the M IL IT  
A N T  proposed to the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  membership the 
launching o f a short-te rm  subscrip 
t io ii campaign based upon a 50c. 
special sub. Some Optim ists trem ­
b lin g ly  prophesied th a t we m ight 
get us many as 500 subscriptions 
and —  a t the rate of a po in t fo r 
each 50c. —  1Ò00 points.

Now we know w hat a “ n a tu ra l”  
rea lly  is! On the heels of the phe- 
nomenál g row th in  c ircu la tio n  of 
the M IL IT A N T , the ga thering  of 
subs came lik e  be tte r conditions 
a fte r a successful s trike . The 
forces of the pa rty  plunged ir i t r  
the com petitive s o lic itin g  of sub­
scrip tions w ith  such a v id ity  that 
i t  took them a fu l l  week a fte r the 
o ffic ia l close of the campaign to 
put on the brakes. The long skid 
between March 31 and A p r il 7 
brought in  86 subs and 186 points!

Here is the F IN A L  record fo r 
thè drive. The SWP membership 
has brought a blush o f embarass- 
fnent to the cheek of the skeptics. 
When a pa rty  can do th is  in  two 
months w ith o u t u rg ing  hr high- 
pressui-e there is on ly one deduc­
tion  pbssible: i t 's  pot u h a t  i t
takes!

A nd i t  is ri’ t  go ing to  stop. 
Subscrip tions áre our life -b lòod 
and the p a rtv  is ready to  sup­
p ly  us w ith  the means o f keep­
in g  the six-page M IL IT A N T  in 
the  hands o f every m il ita n t 
w o rke r in the country .

T h is  Week T o ta l
Subs Dts Subs Pts

M innesota 48 lOfi 383 934
Chicago 8 2 l 73 193
New  Y o rk 15 23 85 143

Boston 0 0 53 93
D e tro it 0 0 36 81
Cleveland 0 0 32 66
Lös Angeles , 2 3 24 56
Y oungstown 3 16 26 47.
N ew ark 2 8 23 40
F lin t 0 0 29 37
Frisco 6 6 20 24
Toledo 0 0 12 18
New  äa ve n 0 0 12 17
Rochester 0 0 11 15
M ilw aukee 0 0 8 11
Q tiakertow n 0 Ó 5 10
A llen to w n 0 0 4 7
P hilade lph ia 0 0 3 6
P lentyw ood 0 0 2 6
Paterson 0 0 3 5
P itts b u rg h 0 0 4 4
St. Louis 0 0 3 4
Kansas 0 0 2 4
A lb an y 1 2 2 4
Palo A lto 0 0 1 4
London, Eng. 0 0 1 4
R ockville 0 0 1 4
New Castle 0 0 1 4
San Diego 0 0 3 *3
Texas 0 0 2 2
M em phis 0 0 1 2
Fresno 0 0 1 2
W ash. t»C 0 0 1 2
Seattle, W ash 1 1 1 1

T o t a l s 86 186 884 1844
W hen i t  comes to mass c ircu la ­

tion , thè pa rty  measures up to 
the qu a lity  o f its  performance on 
thè subscrip tion field. The last 
two issues of the M IL IT A N T  have 
been the largest and heaviest in  
the h is to ry  of the paper (w ith  
the exception of the Leon T ro t­
sky M em oria l issue). On two suc­
cessive m a ilin g  n ights, the loyal 
vo lunteer m a ilin g  crew lias w ork­
ed s tra ig h t through w ith ou t in- 
te rru p tlo ri u n t il s ix  in  the m orn­
in g  to send out on tim e thè mòre 
(bàri a ha lf-ton of M IL IT A N T S  
headed fo r every strike-area in  
the country.
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City Hall No Friend 
Of Newark's Negroes
Both Political Machines Responsible For 
Jim Grow Practices In City Departments

B y GEORGE 8 R E IT M A N
(S ocia lis t W orkers  P a r ly  Candidate fo r  C ity  Com m ission)
Newark’s 45,000 colored people represent brte-tenth of the 

c ity ’s population. In every sense, they are the infest exploited and 
oppressed people in tiie city.

They are locked out of most of the big industries, forced to 
serve as janitors or porters or as domestic workers. Only in some 
o f the steel and allied factories are they hired, and then almost 
exclusively as laborers, doing the heavy and d irt) ’ work.

The big corporation. Public Service, which milks the public 
out of millions each year, refuses to hire them except in menial 
jobs such as cleaning toilets or digging ditches.

The Brewster A ircra ft plant of Port Newark, invited here 
b y  th e  C ity  Commission under 
v e ry  favo rab le  ta x  and re n t 
term s, refuses to  h ire  a s ingle 
colored laborer. P i-udentia l In ­
surance company, one o f the b ig ­
gest in  the  w o rld , w h ich  gets 
m illio n s  fro m  its  colored clients, 
w i l l  no t h ire  any.

Consequently, a la rge  p a r t  o f 
the  colored people are forced onto 
the  re l ie f  ro lls , or, i f  the y  are a 
l i t t le  m ore lucky, onto W P A  jobs, 
a t standards w h ich  make i t  prac­
t ic a lly  im possib le fo r  them  to  
b r in g  th e ir  fa m ilie s  up under 
he a lth y  conditions. T h is  exp la ins 
w h y  the ‘f lu  and pneum onia ep i­
demics each yea r s ta r t  sooner and 
are m ore m a lig n a n t in  the 
colored neighborhoods tha n  else­
where.

C IT Y  H A L L  NO  B E T T E R
The overw helm ing m a jo r ity  of 

the  c ity  departments, a lthough 
they are supposed to be conducted 
under c iv i l  service, maneuver to 
have on ly  one o r two, o r no co l­
ored employees a t a ll.

T lie  C ity  H osp ita l refuses to em­
ploy a single Negro doctor or 
nurse, a lthough m any are e lig ib le  
and one fo u rth  o f the hosp ita l’s 
pa tien ts are colored.

Thus the C ity  Commission i t ­
self, in c lud in g  the representatives 
o f the E llen s te in -P ra nk lln  and 
the Byrne-Clee factions, help to 
propagate the theory  o f “ w hite 
sup e rio rity .”  and fu rn ish  the em­
ployers w ith  ah example of job 
J im  C.rowism w h ich  the bosses 
are on ly  too glad to po in t to and 
fo llow .

HOUSING PROBLEM 
CRITICAL

A  survey o f housing in  New­
a rk 's  T h ird  W ard three years ago 
b rough t to lig h t a few o f the facts 
on housing in  those ne ighbor­
hoods to w h ich  the colored w o rk ­
ers have been segregated and 
from  w hich i t  is so hard fo r  them  
to  escape.

Out of 2,010 homes th a t were 
inspected, i t  was found tha t 1,874 
showed v io la tions o f the san ita ry  
code. In  add ition , about 300 were 
declared to be “ u n fit fo r use," 
about 800 were said to “ need ma­
jo r  repairs ,”  and close to  800 
others were in  need o f “ m ino r 
repa irs .”

A nd ye t the Departm ent of

Health , ru n  by Commissioner 
F ra n k lin  who is desperately seek­
in g  the Negro vote, declared: 
“ Economic conditions have per­
suaded th is  departm ent to be 
somewhat len ient w ith  the own­
ers o f the bu ild ings inso fa r as o r­
de ring  d rastic  a lte ra tions and im ­
provements are concerned . . .  To 
overburden these property  owners 
w ith  expensive a lte ra tions is not 
a so lu tion  to the problem .”

In  o ther words, F ra n k lin , the 
self-advertised “ champion o f the 
underpriv ileged,”  is rea lly  cham­
pion D E C E IV E R  o f the under­
priv ileged, and “ le n ie n t" fr ie n d  of 
the land lords who charge such 
h igh rents fo r  unhea lthy fire- 
traps m ainta ined in  open v io la ­
tion  o f the san ita ry  and bu ild in g  
codes.

V IC IO U S  IN E Q U A L IT IE S
The colored w orkers ’ economic 

problems are d ire c tly  tied up w ith  
the problems of social equality. 
There can never be real economic 
equa lity  fo r  them  as long as they 
are not pe rm itted  in to  certa in 
places lik e  others, fo r the J im  
Crow bars in  pub lic  places do 
th e ir  share in  c o n trib u tin g  to the 
idea th a t Negroes are in fe r io r, 
which is used as the basis fo r  
denying them  equal op po rtun ity  
to jobs, re lie f, housing, etc.

A  vicious M ason-D ixon line  ru n ­
n ing  th rough Newark confines the 
colored people to one o r two areas. 
And even inside these areas they 
face in s u lt and segregation every­
day in  the year. * .

Just a few weeks ago five col­
ored women w ent in to  the lunche­
onette owned by one Max Grund- 
fast on the edge of’ the T h ird  
W ard. He demanded 40c. fo r a 
cup o f coffee, and then physica lly  
th rew  them out o f the place, set­
t in g  h is dog and his son on them.

Last week a man who tr ie d  to 
get a d r in k  in  a tave rn  in  the 
same area was beaten up and 
th row n  in  ja i l  under $1,000 ba ll. 
Theatres in  th is  area refuse to 

pe rm it Negroes to s it  in  the o r­
chestra, se lling  ticke ts  to them, 
on ly  fo r the balcony, in  v io la tio n  
o f the weak New Jersey C iv il 
R ights Act.

(N e x t week: The Role o f the 
Colored “ Leaders”  In  the  E lec­
tions)

Martyrs O f The Working Class
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Scene outside the H a rlan  H osp ita l, H a rlan , K  entucky. where s tr ik in g  members o f the U n ited  
M ine W orkers  (C IO ) are gathered as fo u r dead a n d  five  wounded union bro thers are be ing b rough t 
in  a fte r  being m achine-gunned fro m  ambush by m in e  guards and Bloody H a rla n  o ffic ia ls  a t the 
C rum m ie Creek M ine. Thus fo u r m ore names ft re added to  the  long ro l l o f  m a rty rs  whose sac­
rifices have helped bu ild  the U M \V  union in  th e  U n ited  States.

Miners1 Strike Wins 
$7 Day Wage Demand
Speedy Victory Comes When Miners Refuse^ 
To Go Back To Work Without A Contract

The 400,000 s tr ik in g  soft coal 
m iners o f the eight-state Appala­
chian reg ion appear to be headed 
tow ard a m a jo r v ic to ry . T h is  was 
indicated in  the announcement. 
Sunday, th a t the N o rthe rn  oper­
ators, em ploying a t least 65 per 
cent o f the m iners, have agreed 
to sign a con tract g ra n tin g  the’ 
demands of the U n ited M ine 
W orkers (C IO ) fo r a general dol­
la r  a day wage Increase and paid 
vacations.

The s tr ik e  began on A p r i l 2 in 
defiance of an a ttem pt a t last m in ­
ute In te rven tion  by Roosevelt, 
who tried  to induce the m iners to 
continue w o rk  against th e ir  tra ­
d itio n a l po licy  o f re fus ing  to en­
te r (he m ines w ith o u t a un ion 
contract. The old con tract expired 
March 31.

O utstand ing fea tu re  o f the 
s tr ik e  was the b lu n t re fusa l o f 
the m iners, headed by U M W  
president, John L . Lew is, to  
accept the s trikeb rea k ing  m eth­
od o f Roosevelt’s new M edia­
tion  Board to  continue w o rk  
w ith o u t a con tract.
U n d e rlin in g  th is  position, Lewis’ 

declared In  h is A p r i l 2nd speech 
before the T r i-D is tr ic t  A n th rac ite  
M iners’ Convention in* New Y ork 
C ity :

“ We are n o t go ing to  fo llo w  
th is  new fo rm u la  th a t seems

to  have been discovered by the 
M ed ia tion  Board in  W ash ing ­
ton  when they w ire  s tr ike rs  to 
go back to  w o rk  and bust th e ir  
s tr ik e  and then  come to  W ash­
in g to n  and m ediate fo r  the 
rem nants o f i t .  The U n ited  
M ine W orkers  o f Am erica  do 
no t mediate th a t way, and th is  
present stoppage w i l l  no t be 
settled th a t way.”
The gaius already known to be 

won have confirmed the soundness 
of the UMW  position on the Me­
d ia tio n  Board. W ith in  less than a 
week, th is  s tr ik e  lias won im prov­
ed wages and conditions w h ich 
unquestionably would have been 
delayed fo r  m onths o r lost a lto ­
gether had tho m iners y ie lded to 
Roosevelt's and the bosses’ pres­
sure and continued to w o rk  w h ile  
t lie  questions of th e ir  contract was 
le ft in  the hands of the employ­
er-dominated M ediation Board.

F o r the f irs t tim e  in  the His­
to ry  of A m erican coal m ine labor, 
the m iners have won paid vaca­
tions. The N orthern  operators, i t  
is reported, have agreed to g rant 
the m iners one week's vacation 
w ith  pay.

Because o f the iron-hound sol­
id a r ity  o f the m iners, t lie  s tr ik e  
has been com plete ly effective. The 
coal operators and governm ent

The Miners Helped
T lie  New York Times, A p r i l 

6, in  an e ffo rt to play down 
the v ic to r y »of the soft coal 
m iners s trike , s ta rts  its  s tory 
on the s tr ik e  settlem ent as fo l­
lows:

"Y ie ld ing  to pressure from  
the Federal Government, re ­
presentatives o f 65 per cent of 
the na tion ’s soft-coal producers 
agreed yesterday to sign a new 
con tract w ith  the United Mine 
W orkers tom orrow .”

We respectfu lly  subm it to 
the Times th a t perhaps the so­
lid  s tr ik e  of 400,000 b itu m in ­
ous m iners “ also”  had a “ l i t t le ”  
b it to do w ith  b r in g in g  tho 
operators to term s!

have not dared to a ttem pt to oper 
the m ines w ith  strikebreakers 
and armed force.

Only in  “ Bloody”  H a rlan  Coun 
ty, K entucky, where murderous 
violence against tho m iners is 
tra d itio n a l, was tiie re  any open 
acts of violence against the s t r ik ­
ers. There fo u r m ine r pickets 
were murdered, and five others 
seriously wounded, when they 
were machine-gunned from  am­
bush by company guards a t the 
Crummies Creek mine.

Transport Union Fights 
Strikebreaking Bill
La Guardia Sponsored The Bill, As Part Of His Vicious D rive 
To Destroy The Union On The City's Subway Systems

Acting al the direct instigation of Mayor La Guardia, the 
New York state legislaiure on April 2 passed wliat lhe New York 
Times (April 4) frankly called “ The Wicks Anti-Transport 
Workers Union B ill.”  This b ill is designed to help break the im­
pending June strike of 27,000 TW U-C IO  workers on New York 
C ity ’s municipally owned subway systems.

State Assemblyman Zinnner recorded the sole opposition to 
the measure, lie  is a representative of the American Labor Party. 
The bill was introduced and steam-rollered in such unholy haste, 
without debate that Zimmer didn't know what was happening, 
i s  suttn as he had tim e  to col-scftm as
ect h is w its  and study the b ill,  
he pu b lic ly  denounced the b ill 
is  a s trikeb rea k ing  measure.

The b ill lias not yet become law, 
is a vigorous protest from  the 
fW U  and o ther labor organlza- 
ions has compelled Governor 
.einnan to W ithhold his signature 
re in the b il l u n t il a public hear- 
ng has been held on It in  A lbahy, 
- ip r il 14.

T H E  B IL L 'S  PR O V IS IO N S
The b il l amends the present 

:ta te ra ilroad  “ anti-sabotage”  law 
to make i t  an offense subject to 
Ive to 25 years im prisonm ent fo r 
workers on bus, tro lle y  and sub­
way lines to leave “ unattended' 
any car, bus, or o ilie r  trans it 
’a c ility  o r equipm ent given in to 
!i:s possession or care as an o f  
leer, employe or agent of any such 
o flva te ly  or pu b lic ly  owned or 
operated ra ilroad, street ra ilroad 
) r  bus system .”

Am ong o ther offenses madr 
aunishablo as felonies arc: th row  
ng stones o r o ther m issiles i i  
‘he v ic in ity  o f  a t ra n s it  line  or 
h u ttin g  o ff  m otive  power ( in  th<- 

t o w *  houses).
The W icks B il l is the provoco 

'ive  answer o f the c ity  adm lh ir 
•ra tion , backed by the state gov 
moment, to the request made lv 
‘ he union on M arch 31. askin ' 
La G uardia fo r  a conference tr 
negotiate a new con tract to re 
olace the present subway con 
tracts w h ich  expire June 30.

The union's p r 'r ic ip a l demands 
are fo r con tinuation  of the closed 
shop, increased wages, reduced
hour«,
work.

and equal pay fo r equa!

L A  G U A R D IA ’S B IL L
The New Y ork  Times, A p r i l 4, 

said:
“ I t  can be said now th a t the 

b i l l  was sent here by the  La 
G uard ia ad m in is tra tio n  and 
passed a t its  request. The im ­
m ediate m otive  was to  meet a 
fe a r o f the  M ayor th a t in  the  , 
event o f a June s tr ik e  union 
members would leave buses on 
the  streets o f the c ity , ty in g  up 
tra ff ic , and would leave subway 
passengers s im ila r ly  stranded.”  

In  the recent 11-day bus s tr ik e  
covering 90 per cent of the c ity ’s 
bus transport, no buses were aban­
doned in  the m iddle of a run , and

there was not a single act of v io l­
ence. Such violence as m ig h t oc­
cur d u rin g  any fu tu re  tie-up 
would resu lt ,from an attem pt to 
operate the- subway w ith  s tr ik e ­
breakers. The La Guardia-spon- 
sored W icks b il l means that' the 
c ity  a d m in is tra tion  is preparing  
to use strikebreakers.

Tho provis ions o f the W icks 
b il l can be in te rpre ted by w ill in g  
judges to mean the p ro h ib itio n  of 
any subway s tr ik e  as “ sabotage.”  
The b i l l  would also fa c ilita te  use 
of strikebreakers,' since it  pro­
vides savage prison sentences 
against s tr ike rs  who defend them ­
selves against -strikebreakers, 
w h ile  the strikebreakers cannot 
be prosecuted under th is  b i l l fo r 
v io len t acts.

Passage o f the W icks b il l coin­
cides w ith  a g row ing  s trikeb reak­
ing  barrage aga inst the T W U  by 
the d a ily  boss press o f the c ity . 
The papers now c a rry  d a ily  
smear s tories aga inst the  union 
and ed ito ria ls  calcula ted to  
arouse h o s t ility  o f the  m ore sus­
ceptible sections o f the public 
ig a in s t the  union.

H earst’s yellow  tab lo id , the Dai- 
y M ir ro r ,  is  ru n n in g  a series of 
ull-page artic les  a ttack ing  the 

fW U . T h is  frenzied an ti-labor 
press cam paign is a fa in t h in t  of 
what can be expected i f  a subway 
s tr ik e  is ac tu a lly  called.

The showdown between the 
TW U and the La G uard ia adm in­
is tra tio n  over the subway issue 
lias been developing fo r more than 
two years. A t t lie  tim e o f the u n i­
fication of the subway lines;,pgr 
der c ity  ownership in  June, 1940, 
La G uard ia  a ttem pted  to  repu­
diate the e x is ting  closed shop un­
ion contracts on the BM T and 
IR T  lines w h ich the 27,000 organ­
ized subway workers bad won 
from  the p riva te  u t il it ie s  corpora­
tions.

A ll w orkers on the city-owned 
lines were transfe rred  to c iv il 
service status by a state b i l l  spon­
sored by the same state senator, 
A rtliu s  W icks, who fo rm a lly  in ­
troduced the la test “ anti-sabotage” 
b i ll.  La  G uard ia then asserted — 
th a t th is  c iv i l service status did 
not pe rm it the c ity  to recognize 
the closed shop on the tra n s it sys­
tem.

S trong pressure from  the union

Ford's Empire Is Shut Down At Last
(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)

u n in s p ir in g  and w orth less trash , 
the  a im  o f wh ich is to  show th a t 
the  F ord  w orkers w en t on s tr ik e  
in  o rder to  make a good p a tr io t  
and fr ie n d  o f Eng land ou t o f 
H e n ry  Ford.

T h is  useless s tu f f  is  a l l the 
w o rk  o f the ex-N orm an Thomas- 
ites  who have monopolized the 
p u b lic ity  departm ent fro m  the 

A firs t day o f the s tr ike . A l l  th is  so- 
called p u b lic ity  meets w ith  a 
com plete lack o f in te res t on the 
p a r t  o f the  F ord  w orkers, o ther 
au to  w orkers  in  the v ic in ity  and 
ju s t  about everyone else in  De 
t ro it .

A s  soon as the s tr ik e  was o f­
f ic ia lly  called a set o f demands 
was presented p u b lic ly  to  the 
company, o u tlin in g  the  ch ie f 
po in ts  fo r  w h ich  the s tr ik e  was 
be ing fou gh t. These w ere : b a r­
g a in in g  r ig h ts , the establishm ent 
o f  a shop steward system ; fu l l  
s e n io r ity  r ig h ts ; the ab o lition  o f 
the  spy system and the service 
departm ent, a ten cent hourly, 
wage increase, and the re in s ta te ­
m en t o f a ll fired  w orkers.

F o r the  f irs t  tw o  days o f the 
s tr ike , however, a l l un ion pub­
l ic ity  on these demands was 
couched in  ve ry  vague te rm s ; 
i t  was im possib le to  determ ine 
w hether the un ion demanded a 
signed con tract em bodying the 
demands, o r m ere ly an o ra l 

. agreem ent.
The F ord  o ffic ia ldom  adopted 

the  old Judge G ary  fo rm u la  o f 
s it t in g  t ig h t .  They refused to

meet , w ith  o r negotia te  w ith  the 
union.

The F o rd  com pany sent on ly  
m in o r o ffic ia ls  and service de­
p a rtm e n t men to  represent the 
corpora tion  in  m eetings w ith  the 
sta te  and Federa l m ediators. 
H a rry  B ennett confined h im se lf 
to  h u r lin g  w ild  charges o f a 
p lo t “ to  take  over the F o rd  fa c ­
to ry , destroy the  p la n t and w reck 
the  governm ent.”

D E M A N D S  W A T E R E D  DO W N
On F rida y , ou t o f a c lear sky, 

the un ion leaders issued a s ta te ­
m en t in  the  fo rm  o f a le tte r  to  
Governor Van W aggoner and 
Federal M ed ia to r Dewey, o u t lin ­
in g  a new set o f  un ion propos­
als.

These consisted o f: Recogni­
tion  o f the  un ion fo r  its  m em ­
bers in the Rouge p la n t; th a t  the 
company establish standards o f 
wages and sen io rity , and hand l­
in g  o f grievances, w h ich  are p a rt 
o f the un ion ’s agreem ents w ith  
General M otors and C h rys le r; 
the deta ils o f the agreem ent to 
be worked ou t in  jo in t  con fe r­
ence w ith in  a week. Then th is : 

“ Upon acceptance o f the 
above points, opera tions in  the 
p la n t to  be resumed w ith  re in ­
sta tem ent o f a ll s tr ik e rs  and 
a ll w orkers discharged.”
The new set o f demands were 

obviously a step backward from  
the o r ig in a l demands and re­
duced the stake fo r  w h ich  the 
men on the p icke t line  were 
fig h tin g .

O ver the  weekend, fo rtu n a te ly , 
the pressure o f the m any m il i­
tan ts  on the scene p u t a l i t t le  
m ore backbone in to  the  union 
statem ents, and once aga in  now 
we hear ta lk  o f a signed con trac t 
and a re tu rn  to  the  o r ig in a l set 
o f demands.

The un ion ’s s treng th  is so 
ove rw he lm ing ; the  F ord  men are 
so fired  w ith  f ig h tin g  s p ir it ;  the 
auto w orkers  th rou gh ou t the 
state are aroused to  such a f u r ­
ious p itc h ! H a rry  B enne tt does 
no t have access to  m anpower o f 
any s ignificance w ith  w h ich  to 
s ta r t  a “ back to  w o rk ”  move­
m ent. Powerless and im poten t, he 
can on ly  w a it, snipe a t the un ion 
and t r y  to  g a th e r toge the r his 
bad ly dispersed forces w h ich  
were so tho ro u g h ly  crushed in  
the f ir s t  m a jo r engagement.

NEG RO ES IN  T H E  U N IO N
Even F o rd ’s ace-in-the-hole, 

the N egro  w orkers, have become 
union forces. 1500 o f them  re ­
m ain insid? the Rouge p lan t. B u t 
th a t’s a ll. A l l  o f F o rd ’s years o f 
e f fo r t  to  fo rm  an an ti-un ion  
a rm y  o f Negroes, fo r  w h ich  he 
spent hundreds o f thousands o f 
do lla rs in  propaganda, have f a i l ­
ed. T h is  immense mass movem ent 
drew  them  in  and thousands have 
jo ined the U A W -C IO  since the 
beg inn ing o f the s tr ik e  and many 
are ou t every day on the p icke t 
lines side by side w ith  the  w h ite  
workers.

The crew o f pe tty-bourgeo is 
N egro "leaders”  w ho tr ie d  up to

the  la s t to  6 traddle the  fence be­
tween F ord  and the labo r move­
ment, were soon so a larm ed a t 
the size and s treng th  o f the 
s tr ik e  m ovem ent th a t the y  were 
forced to  back down. The D e tro it  
ed ition  o f the P ittsb u rg h  Courier, 
an ti-un ion  and pro F ord  a ll d u r­
in g  the F ord  d r ive  o f the  CIO, 
lo s t its  g r ip  on the pub lic  op in­
ion o f the N egro  com m unity  o f 
D e tro it.

The doctors and lawyers among 
the NegroeB called a m eeting un­
der the auspices o t the P lym outh 
J u n io r League, the NAAC P and 
the leading Negro churches. The 
overwhelm ing m a jo r ity  o f the au­
dience, comprised o f workers, 
howled down A lb e rt Cleague, of 
the P lym outh Jun io r League, 
When he tr ie d  to th row  the blame 
fo r the s itua tion  on the CIO. T ha i 
m eeting revealed the cleavage be­
tween the masses of Negro w o rk ­
ers and the pe tty  bourgeois ele; 
ments o f the race.

E m il Mazey, recently  defeated 
President o f the Briggs Local in  
D e tro it, has been placed in  charge 
of the Negro D iv is ion  of the Ford 
drive. Special Negro lite ra tu re  
is being d is tribu ted  throughout the 
Negro d is tr ic ts  of the c ity , po in t­
in g  out the need fo r s o lid a rity  of 
a ll races in  the strugg le  fo r  jobs, 
decent wages and w o rk in g  condi­
tions.

H a rry  Bennett is a ttem p ting  to 
gather a new s trikeb reak ing  arm y 
together. U t il iz in g  the huge fin ­
ancia l resources o f the Ford  Mo­

to r Company, he is t ry in g  to 
buy an arm y of thugs of suffic ient 
strength fo r aft e ffective back-to- 
w o rk  movement.

In  th is  nefarious scheme he lias 
the a id  of the A m erican Federa­
t io n  o f Labor, w h ich has set up 
an “ O rgan iz ing Headquarters.”  
W illia m  Green is repeating his 
scabbing on the General Motors 
s trike , when he w ired Governor 
F rank  M urphy a t the c ruc ia l mo­
m ent o f the negotiations, demand­
in g  the corpora tion no t sign w ith  
the UAW-CIO. On F rid a y  he w ired 
Governor Van W aggoner demand­
ing  th a t the r ig h ts  of h is non-ex­
is ten t A F L  workers be protected.

Hom er M a rtin , who was driven 
out o f the labor movement by 
the auto workers, became a paid 
agent of Ford, nego tia ting  as re­
presentative of (he Ford M otor 
Company w ith  un ion committees 
on grievances now suddenly tu rn ­
ed up as o ffic ia l head o f the A F L ’s 
Ford “ organ iz ing d rive .”

D E T R O IT  A F L  PROTESTS
T h is  brazen act o f treachery so 

incensed the local A F L  member­
ship th a t F ra n k  X. M arte l, Pres­
ident of the D e tro it and Wayne 
County Federation of Labor, 'was 
forced to w ire  Green and every 
single member o f t iie  Executive 
Council o f the A F L  to demand 
th a t M a rtin  be removed. By F r i ­
day Green re lu c ta n tly  w ith d re w  
M artin 's  credentials, and appo int­
ed John M urphy to take the helm 
of the s tr ikeb rea k ing  attem pt.

M urphy spouts his f in k  program  
every day on the radio.

The A F L  top h ie ra rchy  is today 
com m ittin g  the blackest crim es of 
its  fou l career.

B u t in  spite o f the services of 
the A F L , Bennett and his service 
departm ent’s back to w o rk  move­
m ent is thus fa r bereft of a ll re ­
sults.

U N IO N  GROWS STRO NG ER
The UAW -CIO gains in  mem­

bership every day. The statement 
of an assistant organ ization d i­
rector o f the d rive  tha t "the re  
aren’ t  m any more members to 
sign up at F o rd " is no exaggera­
tion .

The CIO called a mass m eeting 
o f Ford s tr ike rs  a t the state fa ir  
grounds F rid a y  n igh t. In  spite of 
a heavy downpour of ra in , some 
20,000 Ford  workers thronged the 
huge Coliseum.

The A F L  fo o lish ly  attem pted to 
do likew ise ^ U h  a m eeting Sat­
urday, and drew an audience of 
from  300 to 500 people a t most, 
m ostly  Ford Service men.
T H E  M A IN  D A N G E R

T his  is a solid s trike . I t  is en­
thu s ias tica lly  hacked by the over­
w he lm ing m a jo rity  of the workers 
of M ichigan. The auto w orkers a ll 
over th is  area w i l l  come out i f  
necessary and figh t the s tr ik e  to 
a fin ish. In  view  o f th is  unprece­
dented s o lid a rity  i t  is  safe to say 
tha t the m ain danger r ig h t now 
does not lie  in  the company’s a t­
tem pt to smash the p icket lines

w ith  a head-on back-to-work a t­
tack.

T H E R E  IS  M U C H  M O RE 
D A N G E R  OF T H E  FO RD 
S T R IK E R S  B E IN G  T R IC K E D  
O U T  OF T H E IR  G A IN S  T H A N  
IN  B E IN G  W H IP P E D .

To give the greatest amount 
of morale to the s trike , and to 
provide the leadership w ith  a 
transm ission belt in to  the heart 
of the ranks, m any locals are de­
m anding th a t a broad s tr ik e  com­
m ittee of F ord  s tr ike rs  be set up 
to meet and set po licy from  day 
to day. They are also demanding 
tha t the un ion stand absolutely 
pat on the o rig in a l m in im um  de­
mands, and tha t th is  s tr ik e  con­
tinue  u n t il Ford signs his name
on a w r itte n  contract.•

A  step in  the r ig h t  d irec tion , 
re flec ting  the pressure fo r a voice 
on the p a rt o f the broad mass of 
s trike rs , was taken Monday by 
the ca llin g  of departm ental meet­
ings of the Ford workers.

T hrough  these m eetings the 
voice o f the  F ord  w orkers  m ust 
make its e lf  heard loud and 
clear, so th a t the s p ir it  and the 
wishes o f the men on the p ick ­
et lines make themselves fe lt  
at the conference tab le  and the 
deepest w ish  o f the  men is 
fu lf il le d : th a t the  g re a t Ford 
s tr ik e  continue solid and strong  
u n t il senile old H ank comes 
ou t o f h id ing  and puts his s ig ­
na tu re  on a signed con tract 
w ith  the U A W -C IO .

compelled La G uardia a t tha t tim e 
to accept a compromise settlem ent 
whereby the en tire  con tract was 
continued pending any court deci­
sion in v a lid a tin g  any section. 
Such a cou rt decision has no t been 
given. La  G uard ia is now seizing 
the op po rtun ity  afforded by e xp ir­
a tion  of the present contracts on 
June 30 fo r  an a tte m p t to  smash 
the union on the subways.

In  recent m onths La G uardia 
and the Board o f T ransporta tion  
have brazenly vio lated the un ion 
contracts w ith  increasing fre ­
quency. W ages o f hundreds 
o f t ra n s it  employes w ere  re ­
duced; o ther hundreds were f i r ­
ed. The Board has refused to p ro­
mote un ion men in  lin e  w ith  the 
agreements. S en io rity  provis ions 
have been flouted. Vacancies have 
been le ft open o r filled w ith  non­
un ion p o lit ic a l appointees.

D isc rim in a to ry  wage ra les  have 
been m ainta ined against women 
ticket, agents, who are paid as low 
as 39 cents an hour, 11.2 cents 
less than men doing the same 
w ork.

The Board lias declined to ne­
gotia te  in  good fa it l i  w ith  the un­
ion on hundreds of d a ily  g riev ­
ances.

Since un ifica tion  o f the subway 
lines under the c ity , the members 
of the Board o f T ransporta tion  
have received $5.000 yea rly  sa lary 
increases over th e ir  fo rm e r $15,- 
000 salaries.

U N IO N  C A N  W IN
The TW U is con fro n tin g  a 

pow erfu l coa lition  of t lie  c ity  and 
state governments, backed by the 
W all S treet bankers and tlie  boss 
press. Nevertheless, t lie  TWIT can 
assure itse lf of v ic to ry  in  the com­
ing showdown, w ith  the support 
of the m illio n s  ol’ w orkers and 
the trade-un ion ists of th is  c ity .

To increase and m a in ta in  th is  
] support against the an ti-s trike  
propaganda of tho offic ia ls  and 
the da ily  press is the ch ie f prob­
lem ¿f the union.

U N IO N  D A IL Y  N E E D E D
A consistent h a rd -h ittin g  pub lic ­

ity  campaign becomes increasing ly 
im portan t as tlie  c ris is  approaches. 
Perhaps the most e ffective way 
in  w h ich  the. w orkers and the 
public in  general -can be reached, 
p a rtic u la r ly  as the c lim ax of the 
strugg le nears, is th rough a da ily  
un ion b u lle tin  to be sold and c ir ­
culated on the streets. T h is  w i l l  
enable the T W U  to answer the 
poss lies as soon as they are u t­
tered. In  add ition , the c ity ’s w o rk ­
ers w i l l  be able to make c o n tri­
butions fo r the paper and thus 
give d irec t m a te ria l aid to the 
s trike .

The value o f such a da ily  un ion 
s tr ik e  paper was demonstrated 
d u rin g  the famous 1934 s trikes  of 
the M inneapolis teamsters. D u r­
in g  these s trikes  the M innesota 
boss press raised the same howls 
about "p u b lic  in te rests”  as the 
New Y ork  press is now doing. The 
teamsters’ da ily  paper, The Organ- 
inzer,  served as the ch ie f means 
in  ra lly in g  the w orkers of M in ­
neapolis behind the teamsters’ 
battle.

LA B O R  U N IT Y  N E E D E D
P art o f the problem  fac ing the 

TW U  in  ga in ing  the support of 
the workers is to overcome the 
fr ic t io n  w h ich  has existed be­
tween the T W U  leaders and the 
H illm an-in fluenced  unions. These 
differences should no t be pe rm it­
ted on e ither side to in te rfe re  
w ith  support of the subway w o rk­
ers.

The H illm an-in fluenced loca l 
CIO  Unions, inc lud ing  the A m a l­
gamated C lo th ing W orkers, the 
R e ta il C lerks, etc. etc., represent 
perhaps the most pow erfu l sec­
tion  o f the CIO in  New Y ork  C i­
ty . These tens o f thousands of 
devoted and m il ita n t un ion men 
and women would he an in v a lu ­
able aid in  the TW U subway fight, 
and every e ffo r t should be. made 
to ga in th e ir  active support.

In  add ition , serious e ffo rts  
should be made by the TW U  to 
ga in the active backing of the 
A F L  w orkers and un ion locals, 
such ns the teamsters, ladies gar­
ment workers, longshoremen, etc. 
The rank-and-file  o f these unions 
are m ilita n t and progressive. 
Given an adequate understand ing 
of the TW U 's position, the c ity ’s 
A F L  workers w i l l  undoubtedly 
give the subway w orkers th e ir  
fu l l  backing.
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How The Workers Shut Down Ford's River Rouge
A  Simple But Effective 
Strategy Closed The Plant— 
And Kept It Closed

DETRO IT, Mich., April 7—The immediate incident which 
precipitated the Lord strike was the discharge of eight union 
committeemen in the rolling m ill of the River Rouge plant. A t 
3 p.m. Tuesday the 6,000 men in the rolling m ill stopped work 
to protest the discharges.

The discharges were a deliberately planned provocation by 
the Ford management.

In the past two weeks the UAW had won bargaining rights 
and shop concessions in department after department by means 
of its m ilitant sitt-down strikes. Thousands of Ford workers were 
daily joining the union.

The Ford system of slavery and naked terror was on the 
skids. The formerly cocky and bullying service department, 
H a rry  B enne tt’s brass knuckle 
brigade, was being' reduced to 
helplessness by determ ined com­
m itteem en backed by the solid 
suppo rt o f th e ir  departm ents.
The b illio n -d o lla r em pire which 
F o rd  had kep t he rm e tica lly  seal­
ed fro m  unionism  fo r  38 years, 
was now crum b lin g  and top p ling  
under the blows o f the  U A W - 
CIO. ,

FO R D  C H A N G E S  S T R A T E G Y
The Ford  m anagem ent had 

o r ig in a lly  planned to  s ta ll fo r  
tim e  inde fin ite ly . B u t a f te r  the 
events o f the la s t tw o  weeks i t  
fe l t  i t  could n o t a ffo rd  to  waste 
a day i f  i t  was go ing  to  be able 
to  smash the union.

The N L R B  vote was due. T h a t 
m eant th a t in  about 60 days the 
F ord  w orkers would vote to  de­
te rm ine  a ba rg a in in g  agent. Ben­
n e tt h im se lf conceded the CIO  
would w in . Ford, ju d g in g  by the 
rap id  g ro w th  o f the un ion du rin g  
the tw o  weeks before the s tr ike , 
feared th a t in  60 days the  union 
would be absolute ly  inv inc ib le .

I f  he w a ited fo r  a vote, Ford 
would n o t on ly  g ive the CIO tim e 
to  g row  m ore and m ore pow er­
fu l,  b u t would s u ffe r  the  addi­
tio n a l onus o f the CIO w inn ing  
a decisive m a jo r ity  in the vote.

F o rd  the re fo re  decided on im ­
m ediate desperate action to wreck 
the un ion in  a showdown fig h t. 
H is  agents were ordered to  pro- 
voke ,a  figh t. The e ig h t com m it­
teemen were fired.

HO W  F O R I) R E C K O N E D
I f  the UW A would s tr ike , Ford 

s t i l l  thought lus service depart­
m ent could wipe a s tr ik e  out in 
blood. Or i f  the un ion d idn ’ t fight 
back against the discharges, then 
the un ion was finished.

W hen the un ion com m ittee in 
the ro llin g  m il l tr ie d  to negotiate 
the case of the e igh t men, the 
company refused to  meet w ith  it. 
The company would meet w ith  no 
one about anyth ing.

The ro llin g  m il l stopped w a it­
ing. The showdown figh t w ith  
Ford  was on its  way.

Governor Van W aggoner of 
M ich igan im m edia te ly  called to ­
gether his state m ediation hoard, 
and rushed to D e tro it in  an a t­
tem pt to settle the figh t. Jatngs 
F. Dewey, "ace”  m ed ia to r of the 
conc ilia tion  service o f the D epart­
ment. of Labor, was rushed to De­
tro it .

Dewey and Van W aggoner

rushed around from  the company 
to the un ion in  fru itle ss  negolia 
tions. The company was absolutely 
adamant. Bennett announced that 
the e ight men would never work 
at F ord ’s again.

T H E  T A C T IC  OF ’37
M eanwhile the un ion men in 

the R ive r Rouge p lant took hold 
of the s itua tion  and showed what 
the w orkers can do when the de-(<
c.sions are le ft up to them. The 
s tr ik e  spread through the depart­
ments lik e  a p ra ir ie  fire.

The U A W  w orkers used the 
tac tic  so s k il l fu l ly  applied in 
the 1937 s it-dow n s trikes. They 
began in  the best organized 
key departm ent, where there 
was the la rge s t num ber o f 
tra ined  and loya l union men. 
Gathered toge the r and semi- 
armed w ith  clubs o f various 
kinds, they marched th rough  
the huge p lan ts and gathered 
support, c losing down depa rt­
m ent a fte r  departm ent.
The best organized departments 

were shut down firs t, and as the 
a rm y o f un ion men grew bigger 
and more pow erfu l, when they 
were a t fu ll s trength, they m arch­
ed in to  the tool room, where some 
backward and tim id  w orkers were 
located. Here the un ion arm y 
forced the scabs and stoolpigeons 
to leave, and the departm ent was 
shut down.

A L L  W H E E L S  STOP!
Those who marched out of the 

plants, upon le a rn ing  tha t there 
were s t i l l  some departm ents ru n ­
ning, marched r ig h t back in  and 
spread the word and, in c ide n ta lly  
took care o f any company agents 
who were t ry in g  to stop the w a lk ­
out by strong-arm  methods.

In  a few hours, th is  effective 
tac tic  had shut down the R iver 
Rouge p lan t as t ig h t as a drum .

The k i l l in g  pace of the produ- 
tion  line  had been slowed to a 
dead stop. The m urderous speed­
up was ceased. The w h ip-hand o f 
H a rry  Bennett was now feeble and 
powerless, and the fortress of 
fear and in tim id a tio n  was hum b­
led. T lie  grdht m yth  of F o rd ’s 
in v in c ib i l ity  was washed away in 
the great sea o f un ion so lida rity .

Bennett now began how ling  fo r 
“ state, troopers to clear the i l le ­
ga lly  seized p lan ts.”

Wednesday 12:15 A. M.. fu lly  
nine hours a fte r the o rig in a l d is­
turbance in  the ro llin g  m ill,  the

«

A  group o f Ford workers, massed a t the foo t  o f the s ta irs  leading to one o f the over-passes 
in to  the R iver Rouge p lant, cheer the news tha t  the Ford M o to r Company s tr ik e  has o ffic ia lly  
begun. Several o f the w orkers are w earing the fa  mous U n ited  A utom obile  W orkers (C IO ) caps.

top un ion offic ia ls, unable to get 
in to  the plants or meet w ith  the 
company, confronted w ith  the 
newspapers p lay ing up the red- 
scare statements of H a rry  Ben­
nett and s torm ing about " ille g a l 
seizure”  of the plants, were fin ­
a lly  forced to take action. An of­
fic ia l s tr ik e  was declared a t tha t 
hour and a ll workers ordered to 
leave the plants. Great parades 
of UAW  workers marched out of 
the R ive r Rouge p lan t sing ing 
“ S o lid a rity .”

FO R D ’S P L A N
The Ford Service Department, 

and Ford 's  equally p riva te  arm y, 
the Dearborn police, prepared 
th e ir  forces fo r a bloody settle­
ment.

H a rry  Bennett confidently put 
a notice in  the papers ca lling  
upon workers to report fo r work 
in  the m orn ing  "as usual."

Ford ’s “ service”  men got set 
to smash the un ion forces in  a 
decisive battle  in  the m orn ing ; i t  
was rou tine  to them  . . . they 
would do in  Ford w hat G iid le r  
had accomplished in  L it t le  Steel. 
They were a ll set to wipe out the 
CIO in  blood.

T H E  M IL IT A R Y  PRO BLEM  
S O LV E D  B Y  T H E  S T R IK E R S

B ut some of the UAW -CIO m il i­
tants in D e tro it had previously 
studied the d iff ic u lt  m il ita ry  prob­
lem presented by the peculiar 
geographical conditions at the 
spraw ling  Rouge p lant, and by 
the presence of a tra ined arm y of 
five thousand service men and 
they had worked out a Strategy 
to cope w ith  the s itua tion .

Here was th e ir  problem:
The Ford  plant, resembles a 

fo rtress-is land, surrounded by 
an ocean o f roads. No s tru c ­
tures o f any kind surround the 
m ain portions o f the huge
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R iver Rouge fac to ry , a ll of 
w h ich lies w ith in  Dearborn, 
Ford-contro lled  m un ic ip a lity . 
F o r over a m ile  a long M ille r  
Road is the p lant, and on the 
o ther side o f the road is the b ig  
p r iva te  pa rk in g  io t  which is 
the p rope rty  o f H enry  Ford. 
The s itua tion  is s im ila r  on the 
side entrances, Schaefer Road. 
D ix  Road and Rotunda and 
A irp o r t  Drives.
H a lf the Ford workers come to 

w ork by p riva te  autos, wh ich are 
parked in the company pa rk ing  
lo t across from  M ille r  Road. 
Others use the buses and street 
cars wh ich park d irec tly  next to 
the overpasses on M ille r Road so 
tha t workers step d irec tly  from  
bus and s tree t car onto the over­
passes.

Obviously w ith  5.000 armed gun­
men, prepared and tra ined fo r 
violence, supplemented by the 
Dearborn c ity  pqlice. and p a rti­
cu la rly  in  view of the lack of un­
ion preparation and organization 
fo r a s trike , the un ion would have 
l.o pay a heavy price in wounded, 
and even in  death, to stop the 
scabs, stoolpigeons and the Serv­
ice Department.

T a k in g  these facts in to  con­
s idera tion a s tra teg y  w a s 
worked out. based on the exper­
iences o f the g rea t General 
M otors s trikes and the Toledo 
battles o f previous years in the 
f ig h t fo r auto unionism . 
Experienced s tr ik e  leaders knew 

how to defeat the movement of 
s trikebreakers en te ring  in  cars: 
by tlie  combined use of the great­
est m ilita n cy  and mass picketing, 
and a blockade o f the roads w ith  
automobiles. T h is  k ind  o f block­
ade slows up the cars a r­
r iv in g  in  the v ic in ity  o f the 
plants, and they are at the mercy 
of t lie  massed pickets. I t  scatters 
the police force, and gives s t r ik ­
ers a command of the s itua tion  
based on superior numbers.

W IT H  M IL IT A R Y  P R E C IS IO N !
Such a plan was used a t R iver 

Rouge.
The moment the  Ford  w o rk ­

ers marched o u t o f the  plants! 
they were to ld  to  re p o rt to 
union headquarters. Barricades 
o f autom obiles were set u p ; a t 
Eagle Pass and W yom ing A ve ­
nue, com m anding entrance to  
the v ic in ity  from  th a t s ide; a t 
M ille r  Road and A irp o r t  D rive, 
a t Schaefer Road and a t D ix  
Road. These barricades blocked 
the m ain a rte ries  leading in to  
the Ford fo rtress.
La te r the p ickets took contro l 

even of the drawbridge, owned 
by the county, thus preventing 
de live ry  of supplies by w a te r ou 
the R ive r Rouge.

A t each place from  30 to GO 
cars were parked bumper to bum ­
per, fo rm in g  an impassable b a rr i­
cade, and supported by throngs 
of hundreds • and thousands of 
pickets.

FO RD’S P L A N  R U IN E D
As 6 A. M. Wednesday ap-. 

proached, the hour the m orn ing 
sh ift reports fo r  w ork, the serv­
ice men were w a it in g  a t the gates 
o f the p lan t in  fu l l  force, ready 
fo r action, and b r is tl in g  w ith  
arms.

They wailed and waited, bu t no­
body came.

Nobody could gel. through the 
barricades to the plaut. gates.

The F o rd  Service D e pa rt­

ment, tra ined  fo r  a decade in 
the a r t  o f  sm ashing unions, 
prepared fo r  a lm ost a life tim e  
ju s t fo r  th is  cris is— th is  m ost 
pow erfu l s tr ikeb rea k ing  p r iv ­
ate arm y in  the w orld  found i t ­
se lf ou tw itted  and beaten by a , 
sim ple and e ffec tive  s tra te g y . 
By 6 A. M., a ll the entrances to 

the v ic in ity  were blockaded by 
barricades and the area was com­
manded by p icket squads each 
num bering from  several hundreds 
to several thousands, armed w ith  
pipes, baseball bats, clubs, and 
most of a ll armed w ith  a grim  
de term ination  to fin ish w ith  Ford 
and to w in  a v ic to ry .

SO M E D E L U D E D  W O R KERS
Most of those who reported fo r 

w ork and found the s tr ike  in pro­
gress reported for. du ty  at the 
s tr ik e  headquarters, others tu rn ­
ed around and went home, others 
im m edia te ly jo ined the picket 
lines. B ut about 2,000 Negro w o rk ­
ers, who had fo r m onths been 
pumped fu ll of an ti-un ion propa­
ganda by Ford and his agents, 
and who had been threatened and 
in tim ida ted  in to  support of the 
Ford anti-un ion po licy, who had 
gotten in to  the plant before tlie  
barricades were formed, charged 
out of Gate 4 and precip ita ted a 
battle w ith  the pickets. These 
men charged three tim es at the 
pickets.

In  the firs t charge, made from  
both the ground level gates and 
from  the overpass the s trikeb reak­
ers, armed w ith  iro n  holts, three 
foot, steel bars, hammers and 
wrenches, started a free-for-a ll 
battle.

They were driven back by the 
s tr ike rs  at the cost of m any in ­
jured. Once again the scabs 
charged. And again they were 
driven back. A fte r the th ird  
charge, they gave up the figh< 
and re tired  inside the p lant. The 
union suffered 36 in ju r ie s  in  th is 
battle.

T ha t was the last large scalr 
battle. A fte r tha t no one got 
through the now fu lly  form ed bar 
ricades.

ORGANIZING THE WAR
When the w h is tle  blew fo r work 

to s ta rt . . . R ive r Rouge, the 
biggest p lan t ip  the w orld , the 
he ll hole of the auto in du s try , lay 
s ilen t and life less as i f  i t  had 
been abandoned fo r  a hundred 
years.

The li fe  of the Ford workers

Report Roosevelt 
Sending Troops 
Into Dearborn

Reports th a t Roosevelt is 
p repa ring  to  send federal 
troops to  Dearborn, M ich igan 
are given credence in  the 
A p r i l  7 th New Y o rk  POST 
s to ry  on the Ford S trike .

M aureen M cHernan, POST 
s ta f f  correspondent, w rite s  as 
fo llow s :

“ One more th in g — the re ­
ports o f a rrangem ents fo r  
b r in g in g  U . S. troops here 
(D earbo rn ) arc  p a rtly  correct. 
Some ‘s tand-by’ orders have 
been given, and the troops 
could be moved im m ed ia te ly  i f  
.the present calm  should he 
succeeded by violence.”

<•>

Start Eating 
Those Words, Hank

We know old H enry Ford 
has a lo t of w orries these days, 
what w ith  the R iver Rouge 
plant shut down by the United 
A uto W orkers (C IO ). B ut we’d 
like  to in tru de  on his troubled 
moments ju s t long enough to 
rem ind h im  of his s ta tem ent 
to the Associated Press a 
m onth ago.

We quote the in te rv ie w  as 
reported in the NEW  YORK 
T IM E S :

"W AYS. Gn„ M arch 8 (AP) 
— H enry Ford said today tha ' 
he believed unions were ‘los 
ing  ground’ and that he had no 
in te n tio n  of recognizing them 
as barga in ing agencies fo r em­
ployes of the Ford M otor Com­
pany.

“  'We do not in tend to sub- 
m it ' to  any union . . . ’ ”

Those are m ig h ty  tough 
words to eat. Hank. We sug­
gest you chew them 60 tim es 
before you swallow  them.

was not inside, being sapped and 
sweated ou t o f them  fo r  H enry  
Ford. The life  of R ive r Rouge was 
now centered a t 9016 M ichigan 
Avenue, the un ion's s tr ik e  head­
quarters.

W ith  the g ian t now s t i l l  as 
death, the s tr ik e  began organ iz ing 
itse lf fo r a long battle. .

Local un ion leaders from  dozens 
of the local unions poured in  and 
offered th e ir  services. Experienc­
ed men who had captained picket 
lines before were sent out to o r­
ganize the p icketing . When they 
reached them, however, they found 
eve ry th ing unde r contro l. Lead 
ers had sprung up from  the ranks, 
orders were given, jobs assigned, 
order m ainta ined, and the Ford 
un ion was already fun c tion ing  on 
the p icket line.

Tw o huge s tr ik e  k itchens were 
set up. one on Schaefer Street 
and one on F o rt Street, and be­
gan serv ing up thousands of sand­
wiches and hot food, delivered by 
tru c k  to the s trike rs .

A  p u b lic ity  departm ent went 
in to  action w ith  a special Negro 
paper and la te r a da ily  s tr ik e  bu l­
le tin . Radio broadcasts were a r­
ranged e ight tim es a day.

A  hospita l was set up w ith  a 
fu ll s ta ff of nurses and doctors, 
at the DeSoto loca l’s headquarters 
near the Ford s tr ik e  headquarters. 
Special ambulances were put in to  
service.

The local union leaders who im ­
mediately, came to the aid of the 
Ford s tr ik e  b rought w ith  them 
th e ir un ion loudspeakers and 
sound cars w h ich  bad not seen 
much use in  recent tim es. The 
Briggs, Dodge, DeSoto and West 
Side and other locals sent th e ir , 
loudspeakers over, and they all 
blared away w ith  up-to-the-minute 
news and directives.

IN S ID E  T H E  V L A N T
Those inside the p lan t, num ber­

ing about 2,000, inc lud ing  many 
•vho had ju s t been h ired  du rin g  
.he previous week fo r s trikeb reak­
ing purposes, were now in  a pan- 
.cky fear. They had no food, the 
huge fortress was shut down . . . 
i l l  was not as H enry  had told 
(hem i t  would be. Now they fear­
ed the anger and hatted o f the 
union men.

D runk and armed to the teeth, 
they drove around inside the 
gates in  B litzbuggies intended fo r 
the arm y, and in  new M ercury 
cars, w ith  no o il in  the cars, 
w recking them in  a drunken orgy 
born o f panic and excitem ent . . . 
and being paid $8.00 a day by 
Bennett fo r th is  w ork.

B y th is  tim e  the U A W -C IO  
had complete con tro l and was 
the sole po lic ing  fo rce  o f a 10 
m ile  area in  Dearborn s u r­
round ing the R iver Rouge 
p lan t, w ith  pickets, w earing  
the U A W  overseas-type cap. 
d ire c tin g  tra ffic .
In  so lida rity , UAW  members at 

the Budd Wheel and M urray  Body 
plants, w o rk in g  on Ford parts, 
downed tools and refused to w ork 
on m ateria l fo r  Ford.

The Team sters U n ion, A F L , 
pledged the U A W -C IO  i t  would 
no t move m ateria ls  to  Ford fo r  
the du ra tion  o f the s trike .

M A Y O R  D E M A N D S  TROOPS
The Ford fortress was besieged. 

Dearborn was in  the con tro l of 
the UW A. And the bosses and 
th e ir  po litica l agents began to 
bowl.

When (be cap ita lis t police and 
Ford I hugs had beaten up union 
men in  Dearborn fo r  w earing a

H enry  F o rd ’s greed, cunning and c ru e lty  are v is ib ly  
stamped on his face, in the expression o f hjs na rrow  eyes and 
t ig h t, th in  lips. The “ F liv v e r K in g ’s”  35-year re ign  o f in d u s tr ia l 
ty ra n n y  is being smashed by the m il ita n t s tr ik e  o f U A W -C IO  
w orkers who have closed down F o rd ’s huge R iver Rouge p lan t 
fo r  the f irs t  t im e - in  h is to ry .

union button, or passing out a 
piece of un ion lite ra tu re  . . . tha t 
was “ law  and order."

B ut now, when the UAW  took 
over contro l, kept order, w ith  per­
fect d iscip line . . . th a t was "a n ­
archy."

“ Dearborn th is  m orn ing  is the 
scene of f la g ra n t disregard fo r  a ll 
r ig h ts  o f c itizens,”  said Mayor 
John L. Carey o f Dearborn, ho w l­
ing  fo r troops. W hat about (he 
bloody beatings of union organ­
izers? those were the good old 
days, when "good governm ent”  
reigned and the m ayor said no th­
ing.

T H E  G O VER NO R’S D IL E M M A
Governor Van W aggoner was in 

a tough spot. A p r i l 7, a few days, 
away, would be election day, w ith  
many im p o rtan t state, county and 
m un ic ipa l posts a t stake. He was 
a fra id  of too openly ta k in g  s tr ik e ­
breaking action. He moved in to 
the S ta tle r Hote l, and conferred 
constantly and fu r io u s ly  w ith  
Dewey, who had flow n to D etro it 
w ith  in s tru c tion s  to get the Ford 
workers back to work.

The m ediators darted from  
w hat company offic ia ls  they could 
contact, to the union, and back 
and fo rth  again.

“ T R U C E ”  IS C A L L E D
The UAW  had so completely 

taken contro l, they were so ob­
v iously v ic to rious  in  s tr ik in g  the 
p lant, tha t the company agreed 
to a "truce .”

The agreement provided that 
the un ion clear t lie  roads of bar­
ricades, a llow ing  tra ffic  to resume, 
w h ile  the company agreed not to 
operate the p lan t d u rin g  negotia­
tions. P icke t lines of from  50 to 
500 men were now stationed at 
every entrance to the R ive r Rouge 
p lant.

I t  was an h is to r ic  s ig h t never 
to  be fo rg o tte n  by eyewitness­
es on th a t sunny Thursday- 
m orn ing. I t  was an in sp ir in g  
and un fo rge ttab le  th in g  to  see

the huge humbled g ia n t o f a 
p lan t, and the thousands o f 
laugh ing, cheering v ic to rious  
pickets, freed from  the ty ra n n y  
o f F ord— the sym bol o f a ll the 
enemies o f labor.
An h is to ric  s igh t . . . the long 

expanse of M ille r  Road, usually 
buzzing, now quiet and dead; the 
Ford p lan t lik e  a huge m onster 
asleep, not m oving a muscle: cars 
parked r ig h t under the no-park­
ing  signs as though in  m ockery 
of the l i t t le  pseudo-Fascisf adm in­
is tra tio n  of Dearborn; some s t r ik ­
ers even parking- th e ir  cars in  tlie  
priva te  p a rk in g  lo t, Old H a nk ’s 
priva te  reserve. The whole road 
w ith  the apperance and the s p ir it  
o f a M ard i-G ras, a g re a t ho liday. - 
Thousands of cats, decorated w ith  
streamers and U A W  posters and 
signs, s low ly c ru is ing  back and 
fo rth , loaded w ith  pickets who 
poke out th e ir  heads, and cheer 
and joke and laugh w ith  the 
squads of m arch ing pickets at the 
gates.

T H E  S P IR IT  OF ’37!
A t the same tim e  there is a 

certa in  grim ness in  the a ir  . . . 
p icke ting  goes on despite the fac t 
tha t Ford has pledged not to re­
open the p lan t w h ile  negotiations 
continued. These Ford workers 
are sm art. They do not tru s t the 
word of Ford o r H a rry  Bennett.... 
they know i t  would be kept on ly 
i f  thfcy continue to show and use 
th e ir  organized power.

For the firs t tim e since the Gen­
eral M otors s trike , huge p icket 
iiues appear in  auto. Here again 
is the enthusiasm, tlie  self-confi­
dence. t lie  unmatched courage of 
1937.

Here, once again, is  a body 
o f tens o f thousands o f au to  
workers, unorganized yeste r­
day . . .  bu t a lready p ro v in g  
th a t they are go ing to  make 
some o f ih e  best men in  the 
m ig h ty  ranks o f the U n ited  
A utom obile  W orkers  o f A m e­
rica.

A  New P io ne e r P ub lish e rs  P am ph le t

The Assassination 
of Leon Trotsky

The Proofs of Stalin's Guilt

B y  A L B E R T  G O LD M A N

Attorney for Leon Trotsky and Natalia Sedov Trotsky

■
Price 15c

P io n e e r P ub lish e rs

1 1 6  U n iv e rs ity  P lace New Y o rk , New Y o rk
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m  1  ‘LA B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  
I  h  A  C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  1 1IC W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  

S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D "  —  KARL 
M A R X .

The Negro Struggle
B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Who Owns The United States?
A  Government Body Describes Monopoly Domination O f Our Lives

Pickens Gets the Booby Prize
The most d isgusting a rtic le  of the month by 

any Negro was Hie one by W illia m  Pickens in 
h is column fo r A.N'.P. "V iew s of the News.”

In  i t  Pickens complains th a t du ring  a regent 
speech someone in  the audience asked a question, 
t ry in g  to discover how he explained the fact tha t 
the  most outspoken enemies o f the Negro people, 
the Southern Congressmen in  W ashington, were 
lik e  h im se lf v io len tly  in favor of the passage of 
the Lend-Lease B ill.

Pickens attem pts to dodge the question by pok­
in g  names and jibes at the person who asked the 
question. T h is  is easy to do, fo r i t  is true , as 
Pickens says, tha t because your enemy stands 
fo r one t ilin g , you do not necessarily and auto­
matical! ]/  stand fo r the opposite.

B u t s t ill ,  when you r enemy says the same 
th in g  as you about som ething tha t concerns your 
fa te , i t  is  necessary to  stop rind th in k  about i t  
and figure out why. Maybe lie is w iortg  In tak in g  
tha t position —  and on the Other hand, maybe 
you are.

B u t Pickens does not do th is. Instead, in  order 
to  ju s t ify  liis  stand, he launches in to  a deferisti 
o f the Jim -Crow, poll-tax, lyrich-mob lcivérà who' 
s it  in  Congress as representatives! of the Sorith! 
He says:

“ W ith o u t the almost solid South behind b itr 
defense movements, the President wotild  never 
have been able to make any progress W ith tha t 
movement. The southerners afe Am ericans, arid 
i t  happens tò be th a t they are Am erican next to 
the Negro A rneflcan him self. The rest o f the 
coun try  is la rge ly  European arid ò f o ther mòre 
recent fo re ign  o rig ins  . . . The southerner is a 
much older Am erican, on tlie  whole, than à ie  the 
whites of t lie  rest of the land.

“ W hen i t  comes to an in te rna tiona l problem, 
the southern w h ites and the blacks, i f  they use 
th e ir  heads instead of th e ir  ga ll bladders, are 
most apt to agree together. In  defense of Am erica 
the Negro, when he th in ks , w i l l  he second to no­
body, and the wh ites of Texas and South C arolina 
w i l l  be second to no w h ite  people. There is no 
great room fo r differences; the southern whites 
w ant to keep th e ir  na tiona l freedom and th e ir  
r ig h ts  —  even th e ir  r ig h ts  to keep try in g  to keep 
the Negro down. And the Negro wants to keep 
his Am erican r ig h ts  —  his r ig h ts  to figh t li l ts  
the devil against being kept down. Under H it le f  
o r any fo re igner, both o f these Am ericans would 
lose th e ir  good Am erican r ig h ts  —  fo r the fo r­
eigner would keep BOTH of us down —  w h ite  
and black.”

V .'lia t does a ll th is  L la th e r o f P ickens mean? 
T h is  garbage about the Southern Negro haters 
be ing the best Americans? T h is  bosses’ argum ent 
about the N orthern  and W estern workers, who 
hate war. being of “ rtiore recent forieign o rig ins ,”  
being aliens and so on? T h is  fear tha t the South­
ern ru lin 'g  class tha t oppresses the Negro people 
m ay lose its  r ig h ts  to oppress them? T h is  false 
posing of the problem th a t i f  you are opposed 
to help ing. England w in  the w ar to contro l the 
450,000,000 colored people now under its  heel, yriu 
are au tom atica lly  in  favor of having H it le r  Win it?

I t  means th a t Pickens is so bankrup t in  his 
p o litic s  and his defense o f the w ar plans o f the 
Roosevelt governm ent th a t hè has to th ro w  over­
board eve ry th ing  he has been saying fo r  thè la s t 
25 years. There is no o ther way td  account fo r  
his defense o f the Southern Bourbons and his 
veiled attacks on the  progressive w orkers in  the 
N o rth . And there is no be tte r exam ple o f our 
contention th a t you cannot a t the same tim e  lo g ­
ic a lly  be fo r  the w ar and aga inst the in s titu tio n s  
w h ich the w ar is intended to  preserve. O nly those 
who oppose the w a r can e ffe c tive ly  f ig h t fo r  fu l l  
eq ua lity  fo r  the  colored people.

In  the la s t s ix  m onths Pickens has w ritte n  
fa r  more words in  defense o f the w a r plans o f 
the governm ent than he has w ritte n  aga inst the 
J im  Crow system the governm ent upholds, he 
has w ritte n  fa r  more aga inst H it le r  than he has 
w r itte n  against B ilbo.

A nd  he is the man whom so many people, ju s t 
a few  m onths ago, were pushing fo rw a rd  to re ­
ceive the S p ingarn  medal fo r  having con tribu ted 
m ore than any o ther fo r  the advancement o f the 
N egro  people!

In  h is artic le , P ickens attem pts to deride the 
person who asked him  the question by te ll in g  the 
s to ry  tha t “ Booker T. W ashington used to te ll 
about the old colored m an’s po litics  in  ‘Recon­
s tru c tio n ’ days: The old man would go down to 
the town square, before election times, and lean 
against the telegraph poles and lis ten  s ly ly  to the 
ta lk  o f the w h ite  people, to hear how they in ­
tended to vote, and when asked about th a t in te r­
est, he explained i t  thu s ly : ‘W ell, you see, I ’m 
t r y in ’ to find ou t how I  m ust vote, and when 
I  learn how the w h ite  fo lk s  is go in ’ to  vote,
I know th a t I  must vote ag in ’ i t . ’ ”

P ickens te lls  the story, not on ly  to sneer at 
h is questioner, but also to sneer at the old man 
in  the story, who doesn't have his education and 
his standing as a “ leader.”

B u t thè old man, in  m y opinion, had a be tte r 
g rasp  o f po litics , in s tinc tive  as i t  was, in his le f t  
fo o t than Pickens had in  his Whole body.

* * *

Help Publish Our Pariiohiefs!
W e w ish to  repeat o ilr  appeal o f la s t Week 

to  readers o f T H E  M IL IT A N T . t)U r p a rty  iá p re ­
p a rin g  to  issue three badly-heeded patripHlets: 
thè  f irs t  on “ The N egro  In  The W a t,”  by E iigene 
V a r l in ; ' the second on the  s tru g g le  fo r  jobs in 
the  w a r indus tries ; the th ird , a basic rind com­
prehensive w ork, exp la in ing  thè p ro g trir ii fo r  the 
rea l em ancipation o f the N egro  people.

The on ly th in g  ho ld ing us up is the money. 
I f  you w an t to  see thousands o f Negro w orkers 
rece iv ing  and reading th is  lite ra tu re  th a t w i l l  
help to  c la r ify  th e ir  views arid b r in g  them evèr 
tò  thè  M il ita n t  s trugg le  fo r  equal r ig h ts , you 
SfiOrild con tribu te  as much as you cari a ffò r tì—  
from  a q u a rte r to  á $10 b ill-

Send a ll con tribu tions  care o f A lb e rt Packet-, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  PL, New Y o rk , N . Y .

B y B E R N A R D  FO RREST
In April, 1038, Congress established ilie Temporal-y Nation­

al Economic Committee to investigate tlie concentration of. eco- 
iiOniic power and the nature of America's economic ills. After 
three years of hearings and investigations, the committee lias re­
ported.

Unfortunately, the committee began its work as the New 
Deal was placed in its grave. Today, with the War Deal trium ­
phant, ho One takes the report seriously. Not even the commit­
tee’s chairman: " . . .  L ittle  attention is likely to be paid for the 
present to what we”may offer”  (Senator O'Mahoney’s Speech to 
the Committee, Jan. 15, 1941.).

Nevertheless, the hearings uncovered a great number of irn-

hearings depicted the concentra­
tion  o f Am erican in d u s try  in to  
hugè monopolies, the cen tra liza ­
tion  o f ownership ih the hands o f 
a feW fam ilies , toge ther w ith  thè 
pauperiza tion  o f la rge  sections o f 
the p ro le ta r ia t.

W E A L T H  C O N C E N T R A T IO N  
D E S C R IB E D  B Y  C O M M IT T E È

In  1937, 477,838 corporations re­
ported to t lie  Bureau of In te rn ­
al Revenue. O f these, the 394 
largest corporations owned almost 
45% Of a ll corporate assets, a l­
though thèy constituted less than 
ll lO  of 1% of the to ta l ritim bèr 
of repo rting  corporations.

Fcfr m anu fac tu ring  industries, 
the figures are very revealing. 
“ A lthough ceritra l office establish­
ments were on ly  3.8% Of thè to ­
ta l in  1937, they employed 51% of 
a ll Wage earners, paid 55% of thé 
to ta l Wage b ill,  produced 61% of 
the value of a ll m anufactured 
products, and accounted fo r 56% 
o f t lie  to ta l value added by m anu­
facture.”

In  ad d ition  to the above, a De­
partm ent of Commerce study an­
alyzed a cross-section sample of

p o rta n t fac ts  v in d ica tin g  the I ——------------
M a rx is t analysis o f contem por- M ’807 m anufactured products. Rot­
a ry  cap ita lism . The reports  and one'ha lr of the 1-807 B lu e t s ,  the

leading fou r m anufacturers ac­
counted fo r 75% or more of the 
to ta l U. S. output. About a quar­
te r of a ll the products were found' 
to be extrem ely concentrated. 
While low concentration appeared 
in- on ly  about 5% Of the cases.

In  1938, 20 coriipanies in  the 
petrOleum in d u s try  owned eight 
b illio n  do llars Of invested cap ita l, 
tw o-th irds of the to ta l capita l in ­
vested in  the industry . T h e ir p ro­
duction was 52% of a ll crude, 
th e if  storage 94% of a ll crude. 
They oWned 75% Of a ll re finery 
capacity, and produced 84% of 
a ll gasoline. Only 16 Companies 
contro l 96% of the gasolinè pipe­
line  mileage. Fourteen companies 
contro l 89% of the to ta l Crude 
o il pipe line  m ileage in  the U. S. 
Thè ownership and con tro l of 
these pipe-lines are the key to 
riiOriripoly in  thè indus try .
t H e  s t e e l  a n d  ir o n
E M P IR E S  GROW  LA R G E R

Steel and iro n  ore present the 
same picture. About 85% o f the 
iron  ore supplied fo r  commercial 
use fo r the past 30 years has 
come from  the Lake Superior 
area. I I.  S. Steel alone owns ha lf

I o f a ll the Lake Superior iro n  ore 
reserve's. I t i 193?,.;the two largest 
companies shipped 64% of a ll ore 
from  t lie  regióri (TNEC hearings. 
P a rt 18* Page 10425).

The ten largest companies own 
88% of the funds invested in  the 

; iro n  and steel in du s try . U. S. 
Steel alone has 10% o f a ll the in ­
vested cap ita l and produces ap­
proxim ate ly  tha t p ropo rtion  o f the 
indus try 's  to ta l output. Next in 
order is Bethlehem w it l i  15% of 
the invested cap ita l and steel pro­
duction. The o ther e igh t compa­
nies range in  size from  2% to 
8% of the to ta l Invested capital 
(Hearings, T a rt 18, p. 10408).

The copper . in du s try  follows 
su it: In  1915, three companies ■— 
Anatonda, Kennecott, and Phelps 
Dodge produced 27% of a ll cop­
per m ined in  the, U. S. In  1937, 
the same three companies pro­
duced 78% o f r i l l  copper mined. 
(Hearings, P a rt 25. p. 33394).

T lie  above facts present tlie  s it ­
uation in  fou r basic industries. 
S im ila r conditions exist in  the 
m ajor brandies of Am erican eco­
nomy, excepting ag ricu ltu re .

SÒM E F IÒ Ù R E S  ON 
T H E  B A N K IN G  M O N O P O LY

The Securities and Èxciiarige 
Commission, in  a s ta tis tica l re­
lease datèd March 7. 1941, stated 
tha t 377 investirien t banking firm s 
had pa rtic ipa tions in  u n d e rw rit­
ing  security  isshies. F ive firm s un 
derw rote 22.4% Of thè to ta l num ­
ber. F ive  firm s managed 52.5% of 
the to ta l amount Of issues.

In  a release dated Feb. 21, 1941 
in connection w ith  the McKesson 
and Robbins ease, thè S.E.C. re 
vealed tha t 70 accounting firms, 
out of 750 in  the U. S„ were em-

1 ployed in  f lo ta tio n  of stock and 
 ̂bond issues from  Ju ly , 1936, to 
Dec. 1938. Of the . 70, fo u r firm s 
acted in  69.79% of the to ta l 
amounts issued. L ikew ise, the sev­
en leading firm s certified 52.95% 
of a ll financia l statements filed 
w ith  the SEC in  19*37.

The figures on the d is tr ib u tio n  
o f income are even more reveal­
ing. I l l  1935-36, about 2% of a ll 
income rece iv ing un its  inc lud ing 
persons, partnersh ip , rite., in  the 

1U. S. had incomes over $5,000. 
w h ile  on ly 1% had incomes over 
$10,000. N early  70%, on the other 
hand, received less than $1500 in 
tha t year, arid alm ost a th ird  re ­
ceived less than $750.

Of the 192,028 corporations 
which in  1937 reported income? 
248 —  or L lO  of 1% —  had 40% 
of the to ta l net income tha t was 
reported by a ll.

W H O  GETS A L L  
T H IS  M O N E Y ?

To whom did these pro fits go? 
Accord ing to the cap ita lis t propa 
garidists, in d u s try  is owned now 
by everybody, and pro fits  go to 
the poor w idows and orphans. T ilt  
•nets are: 75,000 persons, less
than 1% of a ll Am erican corpor­
ate stock-holders, receive one ha lt 
Of' a ll the dividends paid in  th is  
Country. F urtherm ore, w ith in  
the dividends-receiving group, one 
fo rirth  of the recipient^? received 
more than three-fourths o f the di- 
didends paid, and 11% received 
approxim ately tw o-th irds  (TNEC 
Monograph No. 29).

In  1937, t lie  20 largest share­
holdings, i l l  the 200 largest cor 
novations, accounted on the aver­
age fo r nearly  a th ird  of the vo t­
ing  stock. In  40% of the corpora-

The Seamen Face Regimentation
And The Fight Against I t  Is Not Aided By Patriotic Speeches

WASHINGTON, D. C.— Reports in government circles per­
sist to the effect that merchant vessels necessary for the transpor- 
tatidn of materials vital to the war program are soon to be re­
quisitioned. Along w ith these reports (here is a revival of activity 
in the halls of Congress for legislation leading to the regimenta­
tion of seamen.

The bill known as H.R. 2662, presented by the notorious 
Rep, Dirksen of Illinois, appeals to have been temporarily shelv­
ed, but numerous other bills are making their appearance, among 
therh ope by Rep. Izac, calling for the withdrawal of licenses 
from “ subversive”  elements among flic radio operators aboard 
commercial ships.

W’ith talk of the imminent requisitioning of cargo ships,
there is rilrio a rievivril o f schemes I -------------------------------------------------------
fo r  com pulsory en ro llm en t o f sea- ement o f U n ited States In  the
men in  the N ava l Reserve, the 
estab lishm ent o f exclusive Gov­
ernm ent H ir in g  Halls, the in s ti­
tu tio n  o f Continuous D ischarge 
(B la c k lis t)  Books, etc. The sea­
men m ay ve ry  w e ll become the 
f irs t  body o f organized labo r in 
the fcountry to  undergo the “ ex- 
pe rir iien t”  o f large-scale govern­
m ent reg in ientatic/n .

In  the past few years, the sea­
men's Unions have Made great 
steps fo rw ard , ob ta in ing  the clos­
ed shop from  thè overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity  Of shipowners through 
the Un ion H ir in g  Ha lls, boosting 
wages to a l iv in g  standard, im ­
proving w o rk ing  conditions aboard 
the ships.

In  fact, conditions fo r workers 
ih  the m aritim e  in d u s try  are now 
a t about the highest po in t in  th e ir  
h is to ry. A ll these great gains of 
the season stand thé? pé ril, how­
ever, of being Wiped out at one 
blow by GOverrimeht reg im enta­
tion , in  one degree Or another. So 
fa r, the seamen to a man have 
resisted every attem pt, every Hint 
a t reg im entation .

S T A ÌIN IS T S  P A V E D  W A Y
In  the days o f the “ People’s 

F ron t,”  when Moscow was f l ir t in g  
w ith  a W ashington alliance, the 
lackeys o f S ta lin  in  the leader­
ship of the N ationa l M a ritim e  
U nion (C IO ) carried  out a po licy 
Of griverhm ent cooperation Which 
threatened to hasten reg im enta­
tion . C urran  and Company grive 
th e ir  consent to the se tting  up of 
the uu 't'ii-b us tin g  M aritim e  Com­
m ission h ir in g  ha lls ; ordered the 
NM U membership to accept the 
notorious Copeland F in k  Book 
and endorsed the M aritim e  Com­
m ission F in k  T ra in in g  program.

At tha t tim e  i t  was thè m il i­
tant. Sailors Un ion o f the Pacific 
which gave the lead tò seairièn on 
a ll coasts by m il ita n t  p icke ting  
and the th rea t of tie-ups which 
eventua lly  forced the reg is tra tion  
policy of the governm ent to be 
W ithdrawn.

Now, w ith  the Increasing invo lv

second W orld  W ar, the th rea t of 
governm ent reg im entation is once 
more loom ing big. The Commun­
is t P a rty  hacks in  the leadership 
o f the NMU have changed th e ir 
“ lin e ”  in  accord w ith  the K rem ­
l in ’s conclusion of the S talin- 
H it le r  pact. They are now against 
the cap ita lis t “ democracies" and 
consequently Curran, Meyers and 
Co. can play the rOle of “ m il i ­
tan ts.”  u n t il thè next tu rn  in 
Moscow’s fore ign policy.

The unanim ous protest aga iils t 
the uh iori-w rèckirig  provis ions of 
thè D irksen B il l lias uridoubtedly 
caused the shipowners and th e ir  
a llies in  the governm ent to re­
trea t fo r thè tim e being from  go­
ing  through w ith  the scheme as 
o r ig in a lly  planned.

F A L S E  U N IO N  T A C T IC S
The D irksen B il l hearings also 

revealed a dangerous tendency on 
the pa rt of the union representa­
tives to buy im m u n ity  from  reg i­
m entation fo r  th e ir  organizations 
by w rapp ing thèmSelves up In the 
fashionable cloak of “ pa trio tism .’’

For JOe Curran to say “ No un­
prejudiced person criuld fo r  a mo­
ment believe tha t we are u n p a tr i­
o tic  . . . ou r entire h is tory  is one 
o f g re a t p a trio tis m ”  is qu ite  un ­
derstandable. A fte r a ll. he was 
on ly reve rting  to type, lik e  the 
“ People’s F ro n t"  S ta lin  stooge he 
’’s. I f  covering up the in fa m y  o f 
the Copelrind Book is ‘ ‘p a tr io t­
ism,”  i f  okeyirig  the M aritim e  
Commission ha lls is "p a tr io tis m ” 

he has. indeed, got a long re­
cord as a p a trio t . . .

I t  was surp ris ing , however, to 
find H a rry  Lundeberg of the SUP 
going in  fo r the “ p a trio tism ”  fad. 
For lie, together w ith  the rest 
i f  the SUP. have hrid a long ex­
périence in  fig h tin g  the "p a tr io t­
ism ”  o f Curran, Bridges and Co. 
and should know th a t i t  covers 
up on ly betrayals and sell-outs o' 
the seamen.

“ We firm ly  beliève.”  Ltirideberr 
said a t thè above-ihentioped liea r 
ings, ‘‘th a t th is  country, its  -Cons­

t itu t io n  and its  fo rm  of govern­
ment are fa r superior to any other 
còuntry in  the w o rld .”  That 
sounds deal lik e  one of H a rry  
B ridge’s speeches in  1936. As in  
Bridges’ case, Lundeberg’s seemed 
to be an a ttem pt to appease the 
government, to get a break when 
they s ta r t  to crack down On the 
unions, to p lay the ro le of “ 100% 
Am ericans." O nly Lundeberg 
went, even fu rth e r, fo r he said:

“ In  dealing w ith  the subject 
o f sùbvèrsivè elèriients, Con­
gressman D irksen  did rio t men­
tio n  the N azis A N D  T H E  
C O M M U N IS TS  as subversive. 
W e’ l l  go h im  one be tte r. The 
U nion I  represent arid the  sea­
men 1 represent are b it te r ly  
opposed itì anyone fo llo w in g  
and ariyotte peddling any o f 
Joe S ta lin ’s o r AdolpH’s phoney 
doctriries hériewiri thè  U n ited  
S tates o r elrièwfiriré. W e are 
probably more in  f r i to r  o f ge t­
t in g  f id  o f these d isrup te rs  
than anyone else in  the  coun­
try ,  etc., etc.”

LU N D E B E R G  ÏS  M lS T A K È N !
Dries Lundeberg hripë, by coripl- 

lin g  COriirrtUhists W ith Nazis, by 
jo in in g  in  the w itch -h iin t against 
the m isguided rank and file folloW- 
ers o f the S ta lin is t party, to save 
the SUP rind the serirtien in  the 
organizations lie represents frrirri 
tlie  danger Of reg im entation?

I t  is not by accident tha t D irk  
sen did  not m ention “ Nazis rind 
Com m unists”  as subversive in  his 
infamouri H ill.  He. together w ith  
every either war-m origèrlng capì 
ta ils ! p o litic ia n , intends tri dub 
every m i l i ta n t  union Seamen who 
stands Up fo r his r ig h ts  as “ sub­
versive.”

More than tha t, these périple in ­
tend to stnear a ll those union- 
m inded seainen who resist regi- 
h ien ta tlrin  and stand up fo r the 
conditions they have won in  b it ­
te r struggle as “ Com m unists" and 
even as agents o f the “ N azis” !

I t  is  undoubtedly ri nècèSsriry 
job fo r the un ion tri fe rre t out 
finky  Fascist or Nazi ra ts  from  
th e ir  organizations. I t  is undoub­
ted ly  necessary fo r the un ion to 
expose to broad day ligh t the un­
ion-w recking in trigues of the S ta l­
in is ts  in  its  ranks.

But, to give reactionaries in  the 
government lik e  D irksen ah op­
p o rtu n ity  to incorporate actions 
against “ Com m unists”  o r even 
against Nazie, in  a B il l dealing 
w ith  conditions a ffec ting  seamen 
and th e ir  WOrk, means g iv in g  thè 
D irksenri ri kn ife  w ith  w h ich  to 
cut thè un ion's ,own th roa t. The

job of c leaning ou t Nazi finks and 
o f com bating the S ta lin is ts  ir> 
th e ir  ranks is a job fo r the un io r 
men to do themselves. In  tin  
hands o f the Government, such a 
“ job”  can easily become a wea 
pon to be used fo r the regimenta 
tion  of a ll seamen.

M IL IT A N C Y  S T IL L  T H E  W A Y
I f  Lundeberg th in ks  tha t by go­

ing  in  fo r p a trio tism  and fo r the 
fashionable red-hunt he can get 
the union seamen exempted from  
being dubbed as subversive, he is 
m aking a grave m istake.

A  b il l has been proposed in  
Congress w h ich calls pa rtic ip a tion  
in  a s tr ik e  in  an in d u s try  o i 
on any vessèl engaged ir i “ na tion ­
al defense”  w o rk  not m erely sub­
versive, but o u trig h t treason!  Con­
gressman Ford, of C a lifo rn ia , 
sponsors th is  b i ll which calls fo r 
25 years im prisonm ent fo r any 
s tr ik e r, and the death penalty in 
crise a casualty results from  tlie  
s trike .

These people are not going to 
ask whethèr thè s tr ik e r  in  question 
th in ks  thè U n ited States goverri- 
tnèrit is s iiperio l- to tha t o f any 
other coün try  in  the w orld , nrir 
w hether he fo llows the doctrines 
Of Joe S ta lin . They are out to gèt 
labor hound arid gagged, so that 
t l ie ir  cap ita lis t masters can grind  
th è ir  pro fits  unhampered from  
the War machine.

The long-standng, m ilita n t t ra ­
d itio n  of the SUP w il l  not pe rm it 
thé union, we trus t, to trave l 
along th is  road to class collabora­
tion  and ru in . The SUP resisted 
reg iirien ta iion  in 1936-38 by m il i ­
tan t struggle. That is the only 
way also fo r the fu ture .

U R G E N T LY  N E E D E D
TO A ID  A R E F U G E E  

F A M IL Y

K itchen Table and Chairs 
O ther F u rn itu re  
P illow s. L inens 
Dishes and D ish Towels 
Prits and Pans 
Knives. Forks, Spoons, etc. 
C urta ins rind C arpe ting  
O il C loth
C lo th ing  fo r  G ir l (10 y rs  o ld) 
C lo th in g  fo r  Boy (4 yrs  o ld) 

I f  you have any o r a ll o f 
these item s which yriu are able 
to  con tribu te  fo r  thè aid o f 
th is  refugee fa m ily , k in d ly  
communicate at once w ith

T H E  M IL IT A N T  
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

New  Y o rk  C ity

tionri, contro l was held e ither in  
one fa m ily  or in  a sm all group 
of fam ilies . F ifteen  of the 2Ò0 
great corporations were contro lled 
(openly) by three fam ilies  (the 
DUPonts, Rockefellers, and M el­
lons).

The concentration of con tro l is 
even mòre evident frr iin  t lie  fo l­
low ing : On the boards in  1937 of 
the 20Ò largest non-finariclal and 
the 50 largest financia l corpora­
tions, there were 3,544 d irec to r­
ships, rind these posts were Held 
by 2,725 in d iv id u a l directors. 
There were 83 d irectors ho ld ing 
fou r or more directorates.

In  1937 thè gross savings of ap­
proxim ate ly  318.000 non-financial 
corporations amounted to $2,869,- 
000,000 and 30% of these gross 
savings were made by on ly 210 
corporations. T lie  corporations 
w ith  assets o f $1,000,000 o r more, 
though they constituted less than 
5% of a ll the corporations, la id 
aside 88% of a ll t lie  savings made 
by the en tire  group.

S A V E  Y O U li M O N E Y  
IF  YO U C A N !

In d iv id u a l savings are likew ise 
the property  of a very sm all group 
at the top of the pyram id. In  
1936, the bottom th ird  o f the na­
tion  w ent in to  the red to the ex­
ten t of $1,207,000,000, and the 
rniddle th ird  went in to  debt for 
$252,000,000. Thè top th ird , on the 
other hand-, saved $7,437,000.000.

To p itt th is  in  another way, i f  
the whole population were divided 
in to  equal num erica l groups of 
2,750,000 each, the top 10%, w ith  
incomes over $4.600 saved 86% 
of the to ta l savings w h ile  the sec­
ond group, w ith  incomes ranging 
from  $3,100 to $4,600. saved 12% 
arid the o ther 2% Of savings were 
accounted fo r by (he rem aining 
80% o f the population.

As a m atte r of fact, ir i 1938-39 
those w ith  incomes of more than 
$5,000 a year, coh s titu tin g  only 
?.4% of a ll consumer u n its  in 
the country, were able to  save 
more than $5.000.000.000 o r one 
and one quarte r b illio n  in  excess 
of the to ta l savings of the 97.5% 
Who received less than $5.000 per 
vear (Monograph No. 3, TNEC. 
pp. 6 and 7). ,

The governm ent is openly a id ing  
lie trend toward concentration. 

-n (he period from  June 1, 1940, 
‘o M arch 1, 1941. "defense”  cori- 
■raets amounted tri $13,343,000,000 
Four states —  C a lifo rn ia , Penn­
sylvania , New J e r s e y  and 
New Y ork  —  received 38.79% 
These fou r states. W ith two addi­
tion a l states, received 52.69% of 
contracts. In  fac t 81.44% o f the 
to ta l went to on ly 15 states.

"The geographical concentra­
tion , however, is  the least s ig n ifi­
cant aspect of the defense p ic­
ture. An analysis of the contracts 
shows an even more am azing eco­
nomic concentration, fo r  approxi-1 
m ately 45% of a ll contracts were 
awarded to s ix  closely in te rre la t­
ed corporate groups. Moreover, 
according to the statem ent of 
Chester C. Davis, a member of 
the N a tiona l Deferise A dvisory 
Comrriission. to the Conference of 
Southern Governors in  New Or­
leans on M arch 15, 1941, 62 com­
panies o r. in te rre la ted  groups re­
ceipted 80% of the to ta l.”  (F in a l 
R eport).

G O V E R N M È N T  SPEEDS UP 
T R E N D  TO C O N C E N T R A T IO N

The com m ittee knows w hat 
causes the evils of cap ita lism . 
Senator O’Mahoney in  h is Janu­
ary  15 speech stated:

“ O ur economic il ls  arise from  
the fac t th a t in the modern in ­
d u s tria l w o rld  men do nt>t and 
cannot own the  tobls w ith  
which they m ust w ork . Thus 
we have seen develop a society 
composed o f persons who, 
though they are p o lit ic a lly  
free, arè econom ically depend­
e n t  persons Who are unable to 
provide themselves w ith  w ork 
because the tools o f in du s try  
can on ly be produced and 
owned by la rge  groups o r o r­
ganizations which can con tro l 
the huge accum ulation o f cap­
ita l.  the huge p lan ts and the 
reserves o f raw  m ateria ls  
which are today essentia l.”
T ha t is a round-about way of 

a d m ittin g  th a t the p rim a ry  con­
trad ic tion  of cap ita lism  is the 
priva te  ownership o f the social 
means of production. T ha t con­
tra d ic tio n  can never be solved un­
der cap ita lism . To establish the 
social ownership Of the means of 
production i t  is  necessary tha t 
the workers take power rind es­
tab lish  th e ir  own state.

Histadrut In 
Its 20th Year 
In Palestine

B y JA C K  W E B E R
In te rn a tio n a lis ts  fee l a bond w ith  every group 

th a t expresses its e lf  in t lie  accents o f labor. Our 
sym pathies go ou t a ll the m ore rea d ily  when 
an oppressed people lik e  the Jews are involved. 
W e have noted w ith  in te res t th a t the Palestine 
o rgan iza tion  o f Jew ish labor, the H is ta d ru t, is 
now ce lebra ting  its  tw en tie th  ann iversary .

I t  would seem fro m  the aim s o f th is  o rgan­
iza tion  th a t we speak a common language. B e rl 
Locker w rite s  in  Jew ish F ro n t ie r :  “ The Jew ish 
w o rk in g  class in Palestine, however, is to a ve ry  
la rge  extent self-m ade; i t  has come and continues 
to  come in to  existence by the pu rposefu l resolve 
o f masses o f you th  in  the D iaspora to change the 
basic conditions o f l i fe  o f the  Jew ish people by 
becoming w o rkers  in Palestine . . .  Becom ing a 
w o rk e r is fo r  them  the fu lf il lm e n t o f .a g re a t 
m ission in  the h is to ry  o f th e ir  pe op le . . .  I t  is  
th is  ideal (o f w o rk ) which inspires them in the 
d a rin g  a tte m p t to  create the  nucleus o f a new 
economic and social o rder ir i the  m ids t o f a W orld 
b u ilt  on the  conception o f personal advantage as 
the dom ina ting  d r iv in g  fo rce  o f economic incen­
tiv e  and success.”

Good! Here is the  desire fo r  a soc ia lis t so­
c ie ty  based on the labo r o f a ll. C oun ting  the fa r ii-  
ilies  o f w orkers, H is ta d ru t embraces in its  m em ­
bership fo r ty  per cent o f the Jew ish popu la tion  
o f Palestine. Thus w e deal, n o t w ith  any sm all 
U top ian  g roup  on the o rd e r o f a BrookWorid 
F arm  o r w ha t-no t, b u t w ith  an au then tic  mass 
movement. Here we w i l l  no t ra ise  any question 
about its  accom plishm ent; n o r even about the 
p o s s ib ility  o f bu ild in g  socialism  in  one cou n try  
and th a t cou n try  Palestine.

O ur a tte n tio n  is drawn, in  Common w ith  
everybody’s the  w o rld  over, by the  Second Im ­
p e r ia lis t W a r w h ich  is a ffe c tin g  Palestine ve ry  
d ire c tly . W e note th a t the Jew ish com m un ity  
has ha iled w ith  d e lig h t the release o f the  f i f ty -  
three you th  who had armed themselves fo r  se lf- 
defense in  sp ite  o f the e ffo r ts  o f the  B r it is h  Gov­
ernm ent to keep them  unarm ed. B r ita in  now 
would like  the help o f these same you th, th is  tim e 
w ith  arm s; so- i t  releases them .

S im ultaneously, the seèretary o f H is ta d ru t, 
Remez, addresses a Jew ish u n it  th a t is be ing 
sent to jo in  W a ve ll’s A rm y  and asks them  to re ­
member th a t the y  w i l l  be “ f ig h tin g  shoulder to  
shoulder w ith  B r ita in  in  t lie  cause o f freedom  
and dem ocracy” . Shertok, head o f the Jew ish 
Agency te lls  us th a t “ the issue o f the p a rtic ip a ­
tio n  o f Jews fro m  D iaspora countries in  the w a r 
e f fo r t  alongside B r ita in , has n o t y e t been 
dropped.”  T h a t is, the fo rm a tio n  o f a European 
Jew ish Legion. H ow  does a ll th is  jib e  w ith  the 
ideal o f (H is ta d ru t?

B r ita in  Is N o  F r ie n d  O f Jew ry
W e m ust ask a few  questions. Is  C h u rch ill in ­

terested in Palestine in  order to- p e rm it H is ta d ru t 
to  bu ild  socia lisrii?  Is . he even fa in t ly  in terested 
in  a hOirieland fo r  the Jews? W h a t cou n try  can 
we blame m ost o f a ll f o r  h ind e rin g  the develop­
m ent o f both Jews and A rabs in  Palestine— i f  
no t E ng land! You propose to  f ig h t fo r  C h u rch ill’s 
democracy; th a t is fo r  cap ita lism  but, f a r  worse, 
fo r  an im p e ria lism  th a t refuses an y  k ind  o f de­
m ocracy to h a lf  the  w o r ld ’s people. Is  Ind ia  so 
fa r  o f f  th a t you cannot hear its  voice dem anding 
freedom  fro m  th a t self-sam e democracy you p ro ­
pose to  defend ?

The you th  in  Palestine have come fro m  every 
corner o f Europe. They had to flee  fro m  the m ost 
unbearable conditions, n o t on ly  in  G erm any and 
A u s tr ia  b u t in  Poland before H it le r  took i t  over 
and in  a ll the so-called dem ocratic couritries. Do 
you absolve Eng land fro m  having, w ith  a ll its  
im p e ria lis t policies, m ain ta ined  these conditions 
in Europe? W ho created pos t-w ar Europe in  the 
f ir s t  instance? W as i t  H it le r  or L loyd  George? 
A nd f in a lly  as to  H it le r  h im se lf, who- gave h im  
a id? You are fa r  too in te llig e n t no t to  know  th a t  
C h u rch ill w ou ld  as soon suppo rt another H it le r  
in  G erm any tha n  p e rm it the w orkers  to  take 
power there.

W h a t are the aim s o f C h u rch ill and o f Roose­
v e lt too? W il l  the y  set up. i f  the y  w in , another 
Poland ? Is  th a t w h a t you defend ? O f course you 
w i l l  te ll us th a t you don’t  propose to  defend im ­
pe ria lism  and its  purposes. Y ou w a n t to  defend 
the fu tu re  o f thé  Jews in  Palestine. The troub le  
is, however, you are no t under la b o r’s orders bu t 
under C h u rch ill’s. Least o f a l l can you defend 
you r fu tu re  th a t w a y ! F o r the fu tu re  holds in  
s tore the  sweeping aw ay o f a ll im p eria lism  and 
w ith  it ,  a ll th a t c lings  to  it .

W ha t you Z ion is ts  say to  C h urch ill is v ir tu a l­
ly :  “ C hurch ill, we w i l l  p u t ourselves a t the  d is­
posal o f B r it is h  im peria lism  i f  you w i l l  ju s t  le t 
us go on w ith  ou r purposes. You m ay do as you 
please w ith  the rest o f the w o rld  b u t he lp us in 
Palestine.’ ' T ha t is tho obvious con trad ic tion  in to  
which you fa l l  the m om ent you support, under 
whatever fa lse  guise. B r it is h  “ dem ocracy” . T h a t 
means th a t you become so absorbed in the  s ingle 
problem  o f Jew ish em ancipation th a t  you fa i l  to  
th in k  th rough  the en tire  question co rrec tly .

Jew ish em ancipation, and the sweeping aw ay 
o f an ti-S em itism  w h ich Palestine alone, as you 
adm it, cannot possib ly solve, is hound up w ith  
the sweeping aw ay o f a ll im peria lism , the fasc is t -  
type  and the fa lse-faced dem ocratic w h ich w i l l  
soon tu rn  its  au then tic  hideous face to  the w o rld .

You are correct when you seek sa lva tion  in  . 
labfer. B u t you m ust seek i t  no t m e re ly -in  Jew ish 
labo r in  Palestine. You m ust seek i t  th rou gh  
g iv in g  aid and ty in g  the Jew ish m ovem ent to  the 
w o r ld ’s w o rk in g  class.

O n ly  the p ro le ta r ia t can em ancipate a ll the 
oppressed th ru  the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion . Y ou r 
“ leaders”  lik e  Remez and Ben G urion are p la y ­
in g  pow er-po litics. They should s tudy m ore care­
fu l ly  the fa te  o f the Russian Revolu tion to  see 
w hat happens when the h is to ric  in te rests o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t o f the w o rld  are sacrificed fo r  an ap­
paren t tem po ra ry  “ re a lis tic ”  ga in . Y ou m ust 
break w ith  such leaders.
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PROGRAM FOR TODAY'S FIGHT
1. N o  u n io n  fig-leaves f o r  g ove rn ­

m e n t s tr ik e b re a k in g . D em and th a t trade  
u n io n  o ff ic ia ls  res ign  f ro m  a ll posts in  t lie  
gove rn m e n t, in c lu d in g  the  O PM  and the  
N a tio n a l M e d ia tio n  B oa rd .

2 . O rgan ize  th e  p ic k e t lin e s  fo r  a ll- 
o u t m il i ta n t  defense against the  thugge ry

t o f  com pany h o o d lu m s  and gove rn m e n t 
cops.

3 . O rgan ize  U n io n  D efense G uards 
to  p ro te c t the  p ic k e t lin e s  and u n io n  ha lls  
against ‘ law  and o rd e r com m ittees ,’  and 
a ll o th e r a n ti- la b o r bands.

4 . C all an im m ed ia te  h a lt to  a ll acts 
o f  h o s t il ity  between the  A F L  and C IO  
w h ic h  serve the  bosses’ s tr ik e b re a k in g .

5 . D em and  the  u n if ic a t io n  o f  the  
A F L  and  C IO  on the  basis o f  p re se rv ing  
and e x te n d in g  the  in d u s tr ia l fo rm  o f  o r ­
gan iza tion .

6 . In d e pe n de n t w o rk in g  class p o l it ic ­
a l a c tion . B u ild  an Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r 
P a rty .

7 . E x p ro p r ia te  the  w a r in d u s tr ie s  
and opera te  the m  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

Stalin’s Latest Pact
The American Stalinist leaders are basking 

comfortably in the praise which the democratic 
bourgeois press is bestowing upon Stalin for his 
treaty of "friendship and non-aggression”  with 
Yugoslavia. Class-conscious workers, however, w ill 
not join the “ democratic”  capitalists in that chor­
us of praise, for the Stalinist policy in question 
is reactionary to the core.

In every country the Stalinists are shouting for 
a “ peace alliance”  with the Soviet Union as the 
way to salvation for that country. I f  anyone need­
ed to be convinced that a treaty or alliance with 
the Soviet Union cannot bring peace to a country, 
the Yugoslav instance should be sufficient.

The Yugoslav government entered into such a 
"peace alliance.”  The ink on the treaty between 
Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union was hardly dry 
when the German army marched into Yugoslavia 
and thus demonstrated the helplessness of Stalin’s 
“ peace policy.”

Previously the Stalinist press had blamed the 
plight of Bulgaria on the fact that Bulgaria had 
failed to turn to the Soviet Union. Yugoslavia did 
turn to the Soviet Union and that didn't save her. 
The Stalinists accused Bulgaria of extending the 
war by permitting German occupation. Taking 
"extending the war”  in that same sense, did not 
Yugoslavia extend the war by forbidding the same 
kind of occupation? The simple tru th  is that, 
whichever way Bulgaria or Yugoslavia turned, 
they would have been drawn into the war.

It is that simple truth, true also of every other 
country, which must be understood by every work­
er. No country and nobody can escape this all- 
enveloping war. The way out of this war lies not in 
pacifist illusions but in a clear understanding that 
in this epoch of universal war and m ilitarism all 
questions w ill be solved arms in hand. This war is 
an imperialist war on both sides. Freedom for this 
world can come only when the workers take the 
power into their own hands and then wipe fascism 
o ff the face of the earth. Instead of furthering this 
proletarian m ilita ry  policy, the Stalinist “ peace al­
liance”  policy spreads confusion and pacifist i l ­
lusions.

Furthermore this.Stalinist policy obscures and 
covers over the imperialist character of this war. 
Having preached the policy of "peace alliances,”  
the Stalinist press, not only in Russia but here has, 
perforce, praised the “ peace alliance”  Yugoslav 
government for its desire to remain at peace. To do 
so, however, the Stalinist press remains silent about 
the definite British and American orientation of 
the Yugoslav government; remains silent about the 
fact that the struggle of the Yugoslav government 
against the invasion is not a separate war but is 
inextricably a part of the larger battle between the 
two imperialist camps. By the logic of the Stalinist 
line, the Stalinists must now support this particular 
sector of the imperialist war as a progressive war— 
while in Greece the Stalinists are committed to a- 
policy of condemning Greek participation in an 
imperialist war!

And what w ill Stalin do to help a peace-loving 
people? In the treaty he promised to continue a 
policy of "strictest friendship”  toward Yugoslavia 
in case of an attack by an aggressor. But i f  the 
Yugoslavs try  to lean on that reed, they w ill find 
i t  weak indeed.

fhe pact w ith Yugoslavia, like the note that

Stalin sent to Bulgaria several weeks ago chiding 
that country for permitting German occupation 
and the Moscow-Ankara neutrality declaration, in­
dicate Stalin’s fear of H itler and his hope that by 
these indirect and cautious moves he might help 
in staying' H itle r’s hand. These moves in no sense 
mean that Stalin is preparing to come to grips with 
Hitler. Today as throughout this period. Stalin 
seeks at all costs to keep out of the war. His bur­
eaucratic regime has wreaked such havoc on Soviet 
industry and the Red Arm y that he fears the test 
of war above all else. Stalin aims only to save the 
Soviet bureaucracy and its privileges. He incarn­
ates that bureaucracy and its narrow outlook.

Not from the Kremlin or its foreign apparatus, 
the Communist International, w ill come the neces­
sary inspiration and leadership to show the Balkan 
peoples the way out. The Balkan peoples require 
the Soviets which Stalin has extirpated in the Sov­
iet Union. The Balkan peoples require the revolu­
tionary internationalism which Stalin has out­
lawed. The Balkan peoples require the perspective 
of the Socialist United States of Europe which 
Stalin works against.

Instead of these, Stalin offers the Balkan 
peoples “ peace alliances”  which are not worth the 
paper on which they are written. Far from hinder­
ing Hitler, Stalin’s policy only serves everywhere 
to confuse and disorient the workers who alone 
can destroy Hitler, Hitlerism and the capitalist 
system which breeds fascism and war.

The Ford Strike
The known facts clearly indicate that the Ford 

strikers are in a position to wrest from old Hank 
an excellent contract, signed, sealed and delivered 
to the union, including union recognition, a ten 
cents an hour blanket wage increase, the shop 
steward system and other grievance machinery, 
and the abolition of the Ford spy and “ service” 
department.

Only one thing should determine the nature of 
the settlement in such a strike; the power o f the 
strikers and their union. That power, as the dram­
atic but soberly factual stories we publish else­
where in this issue demonstrate, is definitely suf­
ficient to force Ford to sign a decent contract.

The main danger, as our Detroit correspond­
ents report, comes not from anything Ford can 
now do, but from the susceptibility of Philip M ur­
ray. and the other CIO leaders to government 
pressure in favor of Ford. This danger is height­
ened by the bureaucratic method by which strike 
policy is being determined.

There is no broad-based strike committee, d i­
rectly representing the strikers, and through Vhich 
the strikers can at every moment indicate their 
•firm determination to win a solid victory. Thergjs 
grave danger that the Ford strikers w ill be con­
fronted by a poor settlement negotiated on top 
without consultation with the strikers. The strik­
ers w ill then be asked to endorse such a settlement 
under conditions where, i f  they don’t 'lik e  the set­
tlement, refusing it w ill appear as a repudiation of 
the official strike leadership. In a word, the settle­
ment negotiated at the top w ill confront the strik­
ers as an accomplished fact.

I f  a broad strike committee existed, such an 
eventuality could be avoided. The negotiators, re­
porting back constantly to the strike committee 
without whose approval no pyint would be em­
bodied in the agreement, would arrive at a settle­
ment which the strikers would then not only en­
dorse, but which they really would favor. The d if­
ference between a formal endorsement and genuine 
approval would not exist i f  there were such direct 
connections between the strikers and the negotia­
tors.

The Ford strikers need no period of “ fatherly”  
instruction from Philip M urray! They made this 
strike, they made it  successful, they closed the 
plant and kept it closed, and they know what they 
want. M urray is able to ta lk to Harry Bennett 
thanks only to the power of the Ford strikers. 
One might have argued before the strike that the 
fledgeling local of the UAW -CIO at Ford needed 
parental guidance. But this fledgeling has grown 
to be a giant which had the power to shatter the 
Ford Bastille!

The Ford workers won their spurs for all time 
a week ago Wednesday— and they should be al­
lowed to be the masters of their fate.

FDR On 'Cooling O ff'
Not the least of the privileges of the President 

of tlie United States is that he may not be quoted 
verbatim unless he explicitly permits it. In addi­
tion, his secretaries advise the correspondents who 
attend the White House press conferences how to 
handle the remarks of the President— advice which 
is rarely disobeyed.

In the light of these facts, workers can under­
stand the following paragraph in the Associated 
Press story of the President’s press conference last 
Tuesday, a paragraph buried well down in the 
story:

“ His comments included: that the labor situa­
tion is working toward a law providing for cool­
ing-off periods before strikes can be called. Several 
bills along this line have been introduced in the 
Senate and House.”
, This is Roosevelt’s cautious way of letting the 

right people know that he is in favor of this strike­
breaking procedure.

Plan For Federal Sales 
Tax To Pay For War
Would Follow The Tendency In The Stales, Where Soles Taxes 
Are Increasing Enormously, While Taxes On Rich Fall O ff

A  Scheme to place the cost of 
the w ar d ire c tly  on the workers 
through a federal sales tax  is be­
ing  projected by B ig Business 
agencies and has im portan t ad­
m in is tra tio n  support in  W ashing­
ton.

The Am erican In s titu te  of Pub­
lic  Opinion, popu larly  known as 
the Gallup Ppll, has issued the 
results of one of its  “ surveys,” , in ­
tended to convey the idea tha t 
“ pub lic ”  sentim ent now favors a 
“ 2 per cent Federal, levy on a ll 
sales in  order to help pay the 
cost o f national- defense.”

The po ll was, however, heavily 
weighted to reflect the sentim ents 
of the upper income groups, who 
represent on ly a sm all frac tion  of 
the to ta l population.

The G allup In s titu te  statement 
contains a dead give-away on 
where the “ 54 per cent”  comes 
from  which favors a sales tax  to 
finance the w ar:

“ G reatest approval o f the 
sales ta x ,”  says the sta tem ent 
o f D r. G allup in the New Y ork  
T IM E S . A p r i l  4, “ comes from  
the above the average income 
groups. Thé ty p ic a l vo te r in 
these groups feels th a t the 
adoption o f a sales ta x  would 
spread the taxa tion  burden 
more evenly, instead o f p lacing 
i t  la rg e ly  on the shoulders o f 
the r ich .”

“ A s m ig h t be expected,”  ad­

m its  the sta tem ent fu rth e r, 
“ the greatest opposition to the 
sales tax  comes from  the lower 
economic levels. In  those levels 
the in s titu te s  reviewers found 
the greatest number o f persons 
saying th a t ‘We have too many 
taxes now,’ and that, a sales 
tax  would pinch the poor people 
more than thé rich .”

S .\L E S  T A X E S  IN C R E A S E
The move to place the burden 

o f the w a r on the w orkers 
th rou gh  sales taxes is in  line 
w ith  the trem endous increase o f 
sales taxes in  every s tate du rin g  
the past ten years.

A  report of the Departm ent of 
Commerce, published in  the New 
York Times, A p r il 5, discloses 
that average per cap ita  taxation 
in  the United States, has increas­
ed from  $66 a year in  1932 fo r 
a ll federal, state and local govern­
ments, to $109 in  1940. v

| The greatest percentage of th is  
increase has been in  sales taxes.

T H E  T IM E S  S A Y S :
“  ‘O vershadowing in absolute 

volum e a ll o ther increases in  
tax  y ie lds ’ was a $50.000.000 
rise in  general sales ta x  co l­
lections, the  (D e pa rtm en t o f 
Commerce) re p o rt continued. 
The to ta l sales ta x  yie ld was 
§1,647,373.000, an increase o f 
11,4 per cent over 1939.”
The same report reveals tha t

w h ile  the workers have thus had 
to pay more and more of the to-’ 
ta l taxes, taxa tion  on property, 
g ifts  and inheritances, which most­
ly  affect the wealthy ow ning class, 
have declined.

R IC H  T A X E D  LESS
“ Whereas 1919 property  taxes 

accounted fo r  45 per cent o f the 
to ta l state tax collections,”  says 
the government report, " in  1940 
th is  tax yielded on ly a l i t t le  more 
than 6 per cent of the to ta l state 
tax co llections . . .

“ In  alnlost d irec t inversion, 
sales taxes, w h ich were generally 
unknown in  1919, fu rn ished  in 
1940 as much as 40 per cent o f 
a ll collections . . . ”

The Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  is 
p repa ring  to extend th is  po licy by 
in tro du c ing  a federal sales tax 
to eat away the workers ' meagre 
incomes, already sliced down by 
war prices rises, a hundred h id ­
den taxes, state sales taxes, fed­
eral gasoline,-am usem ent and to ­
bacco levies, and federa l income 
taxes on wages as low  as $800 a 
year.

The monopoly corporations, 
m eanwhile, are sharing  in  th is  
"equal sacrifice”  by ge tting  huge 
reductions in excess pro fits taxes 
and b illions  in  governm ent war 
orders w ith  huge guaranteed pro­
fits.

John L. Lewis Speech 
Attacks Mediation Board

The fo llo w in g  excerpts are 
from  the speech o f John L . Lew is 
on A p r i l 2 a t the T r i-D is tr ic t  
A n th rac ite  M iners ’ Convention a t 
H o te l Roosevelt, New Y o rk  C ity :

* t- * li

I f  finance and in d u s try  are to 
have a re tu rn  upon th e ir  invest­
ment, i f  the tax laws are to be 
set aside as to insure la rge r re ­
tu rns upon investments, i f  b illions  
and b illions of do llars of the gov­
ernm ent appropria tions are to be 
given to selected groups or cor­
porations in  th is  country , then 
I can on ly  say tha t Labor in 
Am erica, as I  understand i t  and 
insofar as m y words may in f lu ­
ence it ,  w i l l  not fo rge t the basic 
necessity of p ro tecting  its  own 
righ ts .

* * *
Day by day as one reads thé 

financia l and m arke t reports, as 
one reads artic les  of the economic 
analysis, as one watches the price 
trend and demand, we see th is  
constant increase in  com m odity 
prices p ra c tic a lly  w ith o u t excep­
tion  from  raw  m ateria ls to the 
finished com m odities and artic les 
which go. in to  the o rd ina ry  fam ­
i ly  home. And under these c ir ­
cumstances. p ro jecting  our minds' 
in to  1941 and 1942, i t  resolves i t ­
s e lf down to  ou r conclusion th a t 
in  the an th rac ite  in d u s try  and in 
the b itum inous coal in d u s try  a 
wage increase is indicated.

In  saying th a t I  do no t w ish 
i t  to  be in te rp re ted  as being 
on ly  a wage increase fo r  the 
an th rac ite  m ine w orkers o r the 
b itum inous m ine workers, bu t 
I  say th a t th a t increase 
is indicated fo r  a ll A m e­
ricans who earn th e ir  bread 
by the sweat o f th e ir  brow.

* * *
Certa in in d iv idu a ls  are try in g  

to create I lie im pression tha t i t  
is the  p a tr io t ic  du ty  o f a ll men 
and women who work fo r a l iv ­
ing  to continue to w ork at any 
wage and under any conditions 
w ith , o r w ith o u t a union, as the 
em ployer m ay elect, as long as 
he m ay grow fat and have, his 
g ir th  increased w ith  the fullness 
of these governm ent contracts un­
der h is belt. We don’t  th in k  so.

a s s
C erta in  po litic ians, m ostly 

from  the South, where the De­
m ocra tic P a rty  is in complete 
con tro l, have risen i i i  Congress 
and proclaim ed th a t i t  is ne­
cessary to  enact laws to  take 
away the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  or the 
r ig h t  to any freedom o f action. 
L e t me say to  any statesm an 
who holds those views that, the 
tim e is  not. here yet, and mc- 
th in ks  i t  w i l l  no t conic in  A nie-

rica, when an act o f Congress 
may be passed th a t w ill make 
indentured servants out o f 
45,000.000 Am erican workers.

« * *
A nother gentleman, a sm all 

town lawyfer fro m  Texas whose 
name is R a tton  Sumners, rises 
in  Congress and he proposes tha t 
those w orkers who go on s tr ike  
sha ll be electrocuted . . .  I  don't 
th in k  it  can be successfully done. 
They would have to electrocute 
tom orrow  400.000 b itum inous coal 
m iners, and th a t would be some 
job. And perhaps o il. the 1st of 
M ay they w ould have to e lectro­
cute 115,000 o r 120,000 anthacite 
mine workers, and i f  1 understand 
and know an y th in g  about the 
mine workers, I  can say, oh, boy,

w hat a job! In  add ition  to that, 
1 doubt i f  there would be enough 
tu m b rils  to c a rry  these men to 
the le tha l chambers, and in  addi­
t ion  to tha t, who would d rive  the 
tum brils?  There’s a po in t fo r you. 

£ *  *
We are no t go ing  to  fo llow  

th is  new fo rm u la  th a t seems to 
have been discovered; by the 
M ed ia tion  Board in  W ash ing­
ton when they w ire  s tr ik e rs  to 
go back to  w ork  and bust th e ir  
s trike , and then come to  W ash­
ing ton  and m ediate fo r  the 
rem nants o f i t .  The' U n ited  
M ine W orkers  o f Am erica  do 
not mediate th a t way, and th is  
present stoppage w i l l  n o t be 
settled th a t way.

1941 Is Not 1917!
— A n E d ito r ia l—

The New York Times is engaged in an editorial cam­
paign for what it conceives as a simple solution to the pre­
sent strike situation. It proposes that government, employers 
and the trade unions get together and repeat what they did in 
1917, namely, adopt the same set of "principles”  then prom­
ulgated by the War Labor Board.

The “ principle”  that the New York Times is prim arily 
interested in re-enacting from the 1917 code is that which 
then “ froze”  the closed shop: wherever the dosed shop did 
not exist no union was to demand a closed shop and, hence, 
the employment of "non-union”  employes side by side with 
union men was not to be considered a grievance.

As Gompers, AFL head, agreed to surrender any further 
attempts to establish 100% union shops so, the New York 
Times proposes, the A F L  and CIO heads should now agree.

We confidently predict that the New York Times’ cam­
paign w ill get nowhere. \

Yes, Gompers was a Judas who agreed to this employers’ 
proposal. And, unfortunately, there are still Judases in the 
lop leadership of the trade unions.

But there is a profound difference between the trade 
union movement of 1917 and that of 1941. When Gompers 
agreed to outlaw the closed shop for all plants that did not 
yet have it, lie was giving away the rights of tens of millions 
o f workers who were NOT in l he AFL. The AFL was prim ­
a rily  constituted by the aristocracy of labor in sheltered in­
dustries. The as yet unorganized workers in the great mass 
production industries bore the brunt of Gompers’ betrayal.

Today, however, the great mass production industries 
are on' the way to complete organization. The workers in rub­
ber', auto, aluminum, cement, steel, are INSIDE the trade 
union movement. Had they been inside when Gompers sold 
them out the story of the trade union movement since 1917 
would have been a very different one. Gompers and his kind 
would have been driven out of the labor movement.

W illiam  Green and the AFL bureaucracy may repeat 
Gompers’ betrayal, perhaps, but i f  the CIO top leaders do so, 
they w ill precipitate civil war in the CIO. What Gompers 
could gel away with against the craft unions. Philip M urray 
w ill never get away with against the great industrial unions.

And don’t th ink lie isn’t aware of that!
\

Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

T he  B a ttle  o f  Yugoslavia
I t  is qu ite  n a tu ra l fo r  w o rkers  to ge t a ce rta in  

fee lin g  o f sa tis fac tion  a t seeing H it le r  bump in to  an 
obstacle— even a minoT one. Since his invasion o f 
Poland the arch enemy o f the w o rk in g  class has had 
easy sa iling , r id in g  rough-shod over Europe, and was 
stopped on ly  by the E ng lish  channel and the B r it is h  
im p e ria lis t navy and a ir  force.

A f te r  H it le r  knocked France ou t o f the w ar, one 
a f te r  another o f the sm all B alkan nations cap itu la ted  
to  h im . Rum ania was easy p ick ings and B u lga ria  
was s t i l l  easier. I t  cost H it le r  no th in g  to take over 
these countries. Y ugoslav ia  was to be ne x t and H it le r  
was satisfied w ith  the course o f events u n t il the re ­
v o lt o f the o ffice r caste o f the Y ugoslav a rm y  upset 
h is calcula tions. He was compelled to  use som eth ing 
moi-e than the w a r o f nerves and d ip lom acy to achieve 
his ends in  Y ugoslavia .

Possessed o f a ce rta in  tra d it io n  as figh te rs  fo r  in ­
dependence the Serbian o ffice r caste was u n w illin g  
to  surrender to  H it le r  w ith o u t p u ttin g  up some k ind 
o f a s trugg le . The ease w ith  w h ich  t lie  Serbian o ffic ­
ers succeeded in  g e ttin g  r id  o f the  C ve tkov itch  gov­
ernm ent, when th a t governm ent signed a tre a ty  p u t­
t in g  Yugoslav ia  under H it le r ’s con tro l, leads some 
observers to  believe th a t the palace revo lu tion  was 
staged w ith  the  knowledge and connivance o f the 
C ve tkovitch  governm ent, and w ith  the  B r it is h  p lay in g  
the lead ing ro le  in  the  whole a ffa ir .

The theo ry  sounds p lausib le b u t w hethe r i t  is tru e  
o r n o t is u n im p o rtan t. The fa c t rem ains th a t w here­
as H it le r  and the w o rld  in  general th o u g h t th a t he 
had Y ugos lav ia  in the bag, he found h im se lf con­
fron te d  w ith  the  necessity o f conquering th a t cou n try  
by  force o f  arm s.

Between the  D e v il and  the  Deep B lu e  Sea
The ve ry  re v o lt o f  the Serbian office rs shows how 

the w orkers  and peasants o f the  sm all na tions are 
g iven the d read fu l choice by th e ir  governm ents o f 
e ith e r s u b m ittin g  to German im peria lism  o r f ig h tin g  
and dy in g  fo r  B r it is h  and A m erican im peria lism .

How  easy i t  is to  recognize the d iffe rence  between 
the na tiona lism  o f the upper class and the na tiona lism  
o f the  w o rkers  and poor peasants! F o r the upper 
class Serbian na tiona lism  is a means to  guarantee 
th e ir  exclusive r ig h t  to  e xp lo it th e ir  own people and 
to ru le  over m in o r ity  peoples such as the  Croats and 

. Slovenes. The na tiona lism  o | the  w o rkers  and peas­
ants is based on th e ir  le g itim a te  opposition to any 
fo re ig n  exp lo ite r and constitu tes no y la n g e r whatever 
to  the w orkers and peasants o f another country.

U nder present conditions the ju s tifia b le  na tio n a l­
is tic  fee lin g  o f the  w orkers and peasants and th e ir  
ha tred and fe a r o f H it le r  are u tilize d  by the land­
lo rds and cap ita lis ts  o f Y ugos lav ia  p r im a r ily  fo r  p ro ­
tec tin g  th e ir  p ro p e rty  in terests. The Y ugos lav arm y, 
composed m a in ly  o f peasants, w i l l  be fig h tin g  and 
d y in g  to  Ssstirfe the  preserva tion  o f a system th a t  f u r ­
nishes them  less than  a bare subsistence.

In  Y ugoslav ia  as w e ll as in  Greece the champions 
o f c a p ita lis t dem ocracy can look the c o u n try  over 
w ith  a m icroscope and find no traces o f the democracy 
fo r  w h ich they are f ig h tin g . The thousands o f w o rk ­
ers buried in  the Greek concentra tion camps because 
the y  fo u g h t aga inst th e ir  own ty i'ann iea l governm ent 
are sure to answer w ith  a shrug o f th e ir  shoulders 
i f  the fa v o rite  question is pu t to  them  w hethe r cap i­
ta lis t  democracy is no t be tte r than fascism . B u t th a t 
a fte r  a ll is im m a te ria l to  these cham pions; th e y  are 
n o t a t a ll averse to  us ing d ic ta to rsh ips fo r  the p u r­
pose o f saving th e ir  own hides and th e ir  own some­
w h a t dem ocratic and com fortab le  existence.

A ssum ing even th a t  the  Yugoslavs and Greeks 
come ou t v ic to rious  in the w a r aga inst H it le r  and 
M usso lin i, the w orkers  and poor peasants can look 
lo rw a rd  to no th ing  b u t a re tu rn  o f the back-breaking 
to il w h ich characterizes th e ir  lo t  under the  reg im e 
o f th e ir  cap ita lis ts  and landlords. They cannot even 
look fo rw a rd  to  a v ic to ry  o f th e ir  own im peria lism  
because in  re a lity  th e ir  na tions are f ig h tin g  the 
ba ttles  o f B r it is h  and A m erican im peria lism s!

I f  the re  is an y th in g  th a t is sym bolic o f the  hope­
lessness o f the pos ition  o f the sm all European nations, 
in  a w o rld  dom inated by a few  g re a t im p e r ia lis t pow­
ers i t  is the suicide o f T e lck i the  H ungarian  p rem ier. 
In  the hope o f saving a s lig h t degree o f independence 
fo r  the crue l and vic ious ru l in g  class o f H ungary , 
T e lck i decided to  p lay  ba ll w ith  H it le r .  B u t when the 
la tte r  demanded the r ig h t  to  send troops aga ins t Y u ­
goslavia  by w ay o f H ungary , thus in v o lv in g  th a t 
cou n try  in  the w ar, the brave P rem ier decided to de fy  
H it le r— and com m itted suicide. Thus did  he p roc la im  
to  the  w o rld  th a t the  ru lin g  classes o f the  sm all 
European nations, caugh t in the s tru g g le  between im ­
p e r ia lis t g ian ts, are com ple te ly  helpless.

F o r R e v o lu tio n a ry  W ar A ga ins t Fascism
To the w orkers  and peasants o f the  sm all E u ro ­

pean nations. H it le r  looms as th e ir  g re a t enemy. The 
“ New  O rder”  w h ich  he has procla im ed as h is  a im  
represents a new s lavery  fop them — o r be tte r, an old 
s lavery  under a new m aster. B u t to  f ig h t  th a t enemy 
e ffec tive ly , so th a t  he w i l l  he com ple te ly destroyed 
w ith o u t the p o s s ib ility  o f be ing revived, a pa la te  
revo lu tion  on the p a r t  o f n a tio n a lis tic  o ffice rs fa v o r- ,  
in g  G reat B r ita in  is useless. The w o rkers  and peas­
ants o f Yugoslavia , o f Rum ania, o f Greece and o f a ll 
the B a lkan  na tions can free  themselves o f the s lav­
e ry  w h ich  w i l l  be th e ir  lo t  under H it le r  in  one w ay 
and in 07ie  w ay  on ly— by  u n it in g  th e ir  e ffo r ts  fo r  a 
s tru g g le  fo r  a S oc ia lis t U n ited  States o f Europe.

. T h is  cannot be done by  f ig h tin g  under the leader­
ship o f S im ovitch, who represents' the  in te rests o f 
cap ita lis ts  and land lords hop ing  to  achieve a degree 
of, independence fo r  themselves by a v ic to ry  o f G reat 
B r ita in  and the U n ited  States. I t  can be done on ly  by 
a governm ent rep resen ting  the Soviets o f  W orkers 
and Peasants o f the B a lkan nations, apuealing fo r  
help to  the w orkers  and peasants o f G erm any and 
F rance and o ther European countries. F o r the ad­
vanced w o rke rs  and peasants o f the  sm all B a lkan 
nations the task is c lear: the organ iza tion  o f a p a r ty  
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, a p a r ty  th a t w i l l  tu rn  
the s trugg le  aga inst H i t le r  in to  its  p rope r channels.

To fig h t fo r  the independence o f th e ir  nations, to  
f ig h t fo r  th e ir  social lib e ra tio n  the w orkers and peas­
ants o f Europe m us t f ig h t fop a S oc ia lis t U n ited  
States o f Europe.


