
Labor's Answer 
To Government 
Strikebreaking

An Editorial
Against state po lice  and com pany gangsters at 

R iver Rouge— and at Bethlehem — and at A llis - 
Chalmers— and at In te rna tiona l Harvester’ s p lants—  
everywhere the w orkers are showing th e ir  readiness 
to  fig h t as hard as necessary to  w in  th e ir  ju s t de­
mands.

Company towns where yesterday no w o rke r 
dared wear a un ion  bu tton  are today un io n  strong­
ho lds: F o rd ’s D earborn and Bethlehem  and Johns­
town are on ly  the m ore dram atic  examples o f th is  
trans fo rm a tion , w rought by the w orkers ’ w i l l  to  
struggle.

Everywhere they have brushed aside the bosses’ 
argum ent that th is  is no tim e to  s trike . The war p ro ­
paganda has no t b linded  the w orkers. They KN O W  
tha t th is  is the m om ent to  w in  and they are on the 
m arch ! • \  ';•••’

B u t as they m arch toward v ic to ry , enemies lie  
in  ambush. Enemies whom  the w orkers don ’ t  yet 
fu l ly  realize are enemies. Unless the w orkers recog­
nize these enemies fo r  what they are, the great m arch 
o f labo r w ill be waylaid and cu t to  pieces.

Who are these enemies? They are those who sent the ofder 
tc the Allis-Chalmers strikers to return to work. Those who de­
clare that henceforth all unions must observe a "cooling o f f '  
period. Those who, in the International Harvester, Vanadium, 
Universal Cyclops Steel, Cornell-Dubilier Strikes demanded that 
the strikers go back to work immediately and thus continue ne­
gotiations under conditions where the boss, with his plant run­
ning, has the upper hand. ‘ . . k /•,

The enemies of the workers are those who call upon the 48 
state administrations to  speed up organization of the Home 
Guard “ to curb labor disturbances.*’ Those for wdiom the six-ton 
armored car belching gas at the Allis-Chalmers strikers, the 30- 
inch riot sticks with which women and children were clubbed at 
Bethlehem, the Chicago killer-cops, are not. enough, bpt who 
demand “ I lome”  Guard strikebreakers by the tens o f thousands 
— these are the enemies of labor.

Who committed these crimes against labor? Their names 
are known to all workers. OPM Director Knudsen and Secretary 
of the Navy Knox sent that order to the Allis-Chalmers strikers. 
National Mediation Board Chairman was responsible for telling 
all unions henceforth to observe a “ cooling o ff”  period. The Na­
tional Mediation Board as a whole told the strikers, in every case 
certified to the board, to return to work first and discuss their 
grievances later. It was Secretary o f  War Sfimson who, remind­
ing the state government they would get from him all th f  guns 
they needed, urged them to speed expansion of their Home Guard 
units to “ maintain law and order”  against “ labor disturbances.”

. N or do these names complete the list o f enemies of .labdf 
The direst threats against the Workers are coming from the p o ll-1 
tax Congressmen. Summers of Texas, foaming at the mouth With 
class-hatred, calls for death in the electric Chair for strikers in 
war industries. Cox of Georgia calls for industrial conscription 
of all workers up to the age of 65. Smith of V irginia launches,a 
new assault on the last vestiges of the Wagner Act.

And does anybody rise in Congress to blast these poll-tax 
Congressmen out of their seats? Not at all. On the contrary, the 
poll-tax Congressmen’s speeches are being used to scare the work­
ers. Congressional "friends of labor”  point to these rabid speech­
es and tell us: “ See, unless you are reasonable, and do what the 
Mediation Board' and the other government agencies want you 
to do, Cox and Sumners and Smith w ill have their way." Thus 
the poll-tax Congressmen and the “ liberal”  Congressmen are to ­
gether working the old “ hard-cop, soft-cop" trick : the hard cop 
hits you to make you give in, while the soft cop wheedles it out 
o f you. f  .

Nor does this exhaust the list of those who are cracking 
down on the workers. Roosevelt demands “ uninterrupted pro­
duction” of coal, but says nothing about the fact that the miners 
offered to continue working on condition that any gains ubder 
the new contract be retroactive until April 1, and that the bosses 
refused this. By saying nothing, Roosevelt condones the refusai 
o f the bosses and puts pressure on thé miners to go back to work 
unconditionally. ,

N o r does th is exhaust the lis t. The m ost outrag­
eous acts against the w orkers have come fro m  those 
agencies o f governm ent in  w h ich labo r “ représen­
tatives”  are fu n c tio n in g : the O ffice  o f  P roduc tion  
Management in  w h ich H illm a n  is co-d irector w ith  
Knudsen, the M ed ia tion  Board on w h ich  s it Green 
and H arrison , M urray  and Kennedy. H illm a n  “ vaca­
tions”  and lends consent by silence, w h ile  K n u d ­
sen orders s trike rs  back to  w o rk . P h ilip  M urray , 
GIO head covers up thé s trikeb reak ing  moves made 
by the M edia tion Board on w h ich  he sits.

Add all this up. Add together the actual moves made against 
the workers, plus the threats of further action against the work­
ers, and the answer is plain: the basic tendency Of the govern­
ment as a whole is toward systematic strikebreaking. A ll these 
individual instances are not separate and apart from elch other, 
but are parts of this strikebreaking tendency.

This kind of strikebreaking, like any other kind, can be 
slopped by the workers. But they can’t stop it until they Under-, 
stand what it  fs. Once they understand that it  is government 
strikebreaking, then they can fight it successfully.

Unmask this governmental strikebreaking! Show it  up for 
what it  is! No ti*ade union official shall serve the government 
agencies as a fig-leaf covering up its strikebreaking. W ithdraw 
all union officials from the government service!

Every strike shows that the workers can win only by their 
own independent class action. An end to this business qf union 
officials spending all thèir time fraternizing with government 
bodies while inexperienced picket lines are left to shift for them­
selves. *

These and other immediate tasks of the working class be­
come clear and can be concretely formulated, once we under­
stand what must be done.

In the adjoining column wc submit such à program of im-i 
mediate tasks for the consideration of all workers and their 
trade unions and other workers’ organizations. Wc welcome dis­
cussion of this program by all workers and throw open our pages 
Jo letters front trade unions and individual workers.
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A  Program For 
Today’s Fight

1. Demand tha j trade un ion  o ffic ia ls  resign 
fro m  a ll posts in  the governm ent, in c lu d in g  the 
OPM and the N ationa l M ed ia tion  Board.

’ Hillman and Murray, Harrison, Green and Kennedy
shall no longer serve as union .fig-leaves for government 
strikebreaking.

2 .. Organize the p icke t lines fo r  a ll-ou t m il i­
tant defense against the thuggery o f  governm ent 
epps and com pany hoodlum s.

No more inadequately prepared picket lines. The plaice':
, o f union officials is directing the strengthening of picket lines j 

and nqt trying to get non-existent government “ help” for fa y - ’ 
orable settlements. The workers can win only by their own in- 

. dependent class action.
3. Organize U n ion  Defense Guards to pro-»- 

tect the p icke t lines and un ion  ha lls against ‘ la w ’ 
and o rde r com m ittees,’ ‘home guards,’ and a ll 
o the r an ti-labor bands.

4. Call an im m ediate ha lt to  a ll acts o f hos­
t i l i t y  between the A FL and CIO w h ich serve the' 
bosses’ s trikebreaking .

The CIO had no business lending its name to four 
electricians working for a boss who wouldn’t sign the regular 
AFL union contract at W right Field: that gave the govern­
ment a pretext to crack down on what it called a "jurisdic­
tional”  strike. On the heels of that came the A F L ’s chartering 
of the company union at International Harvester, giving a 
“ jurisdictional”  cover to Chicago’s cops to beat up the CIO 
picket line. Similar crimes are being committed by the ATL 
at Allis-Chalmers and Ford.

5. Demand (he u n ifica tio n  o f the A FL and 
CIO  on the basis o f  preserving and extending the

. in d u s tria l fo rm  o f organization.
The main responsibility for a divided labor movement 

must be placed on the shoulders of the craft union moguls of 
the AFL. They can and must be forced to yield to a progres- ,,, 
sive unification of the trade union movement.

6 . Independen t w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l ¿c-".-
tion . *

“ Pure and simple”  trade unionism is bankrupt. Every, 
governor, mayor, sheriff, police chief, who acts today against 
the workers got his office with the help of “ non-partisan”  
labor votes. It is now a life-and-death question that the work­
ers must have their owti party, an Independent Labor Party 
constituted by the trade unions, all o f whose candidates shall 
be answerable to it  for all their actions. Such a party w ill ra lly 
the farmers and all other toilers behind it  and open up the 
road to a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.

O N THE W A R  FRONTS
by GEORGE STERN

Everybody knows th a t when 
H it le r  speaks of " lib e ra tio n ”  he 
means enslavement. Everyone 
knows h is  "o rd e r”  and “ peace”  is 
chaos and war. Everyone knows 
his “ prom ise”  is always a con­
scious deception.

B u t H it le r  has no m onopoly 
on th is  im p e ria lis t doubleta lk. 
W hen C hurch ill, Roosevelt and 
th e ir  m in ions speak g lit te r in g  - 
ly  about “ freedom ”  and “ inde­
pendence”  and “ post-w ar ad­
ju s tm e n t”  ju s t w h a t do T H E Y  
mean by these th ings?
. Last week Lo rd  H a lifax , the 

B r it is h  ambassador, was in  New 
York. He made a speech before 
the P ilg r im 's  Society in  w h ich be 
spoke eloquently about a ll these 
fine-sounding propositions lik e  the 
r ig h ts  ,of man and the free inde­
pendence of nations. The next 
day, however, he made the m is­
take of fac ing a ba tte ry  of New 
Y ork reporters who tr ie d  to pin 
h im  down to some more concrete 
explanation o f h is terms.

In  h is replies, the  B r it is h  en­
voy gave a p re tty  good demon­
s tra tio n  o f c a p ita lis t squ irm ing. 
One re p o rte r asked i f  the A n ­
g lo-A m erican  “ cooperation”  Of 
tom orrow  m eant abandonment 
o f the  O ttaw a im p e ria l p re fe r­
ence system  erected as a ba r­
r ie r  aga inst U . S. trade  inroads 
in to  B r it is h  im p e ria l m arkets. 
“ I  w ouldn’t  a t  a ll be taken as 
saying th a t.”  the ambassador 
rep lied qu ick ly .
A no ther reporter dw elt on the 

ambassador's prom ise th a t in  the 
post-war w orld  “ economic d iff ic u l­
ties”  would he ironed out. He ask­
ed the envoy “ to po in t to a spe­
cific fa ilu re  in  w orld  economic 
dealings w h ich may he corrected 
in  the fu tu re .”

“ I- th in k  i t  would be unwise,”  
H a lifa x  uncom fortab ly  replied.

A no the r rep o rte r quoted from  
the H a lifa x  speech about “ equal 
p o litica l o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a ll 
peoples”  and asked i f  th is  
m eant B r ita in  was ready to  free 
Ind ia .

“ I t  is  no t possible to  dispose 
o f Ind ia  in  a sentence”  replied 
the  fo rm e r v iceroy o f Ind ia , 
adding th a t B r ita in  s t i l l  held 
to  her prom ise to  g ive  Ind ia  
“ dom in ion s ta tus”  a t some fu ­
tu re  tim e.
In  th is  and in  a ll the other era- 

harassing subjects brought up a t 
the conference, the B r it is h  ambas­
sador showed a curious u n w illin g ­
ness to f i l l  in  the shadow outlines 
of bis speechifying w ith  concrete 
facts and names. He h im se lf ex­
plained the d iff ic u lty :

“ I t  is  com para tive ly  easy to  
lay  down princ ip les (b u t)  the 
troub le  m ay come when you 
come to  the question o f discuss­
in g  w ith  o ther nations how 
these general p rinc ip les  are to 
be applied.”
In  o ther words, in  "general 

p r in c ip le ”  B r ita in  is fo r freedom 
fo r Ind ia , w o rld  economic “ ad just­
ment,”  freedom and independence 
fo r a ll. B u t wheu i t  comes to  ap­
p ly in g  them, we always discover 
th a t B r ita in  re a lly  means enslave­
ment fo r  Ind ia , continued an­
archy in  w o rld  economy, and con­
tinued subjection of the world to 
im p e ria lis t interests.

H it le r  doesn't foo l anybody 
w ith  h is b ig  words. But. ne ithe r 
should C hurch ill, Roosevelt and 
H a lifa x . None o f them  is  re ­
a lly  ta lk in g  about freedom  fo r 
the  people o f the w o rld . W ha t 
they a rc  f ig h tin g  about is who 
sha ll be s lave-m aster o f the 
w o rld . A l l  the res t is  propa­
g a n d is ts  and d ip lom atic  c lap­
tra p .

Steel Workers Win In 
Two Bethlehem Strikes

This Human W all Did It

A n  unusual shot, o f one o f the scenes d u r in g  the v ic to rious  s tr ik e  o f the Steel W orkers  O r­
gan iz ing  Com m ittee (C IO ) a t the 21,000 man p la n t  o f Bethlehem Steel in  Bethlehem , Pa. A  
mass o f s tr ike rs  are shown here b lock ing the en trance to  the m ain gate o f the  p lan t.

Jugoslav Masses Given  
No Part in A rm y Coup
New Regime A Dictatorship, Like the Old; But the Revolt Was 
Popular, For the Masses Are Determined To Resist Fascism

What happened in Yugoslavia was a coup d ’etat, staged by 
anti-German officers, apparently with support and connivance 
of the British legation, and without too much opposition on 
the part of the old government. What mainly differentiates the 
new from the old dictatorship is that it is on, the side of the 
British-^—and that js  why Yugoslavia is said to nave “ found her 
soul” and become a "hero nation”  overnight.

While it is undoubtedly true that in their own way the army 
leaders w ill make every attempt to defend Yugoslavia against 
German and Italian aggression, they can at the same time he 
trusted by the bourgeoisie to be completely incapable and unw ill­
ing to solve that country’s most pressing and danjgerous prob­
lems: a fact am ply and b ru ta lly
demonstrated d u rin g  the sixteen 
years of K in g  A lexander’s reign, 
when the a rm y was th e v real 
power.

And yet the events of the past 
few days in  th a t coun try  may w e ll 
signal the beginning of the real 
strugg le in  Europe. Unquestion­
ab ly the B r it is h  and Am erican 
press had good reason to p lay up 
the “ popular re vo lt”  angle. B ut 
a t the same tim e we must, guard 
agaiust uuderestim ating the pa rt 
which popular opposition, pa rticu ­
la r ly  in  Serbia and Montenegro, 
has played in  these develop­
ments.

Yugoslavia is a Versailles patch- 
w ork composed of the pre-war in ­
dependent kingdom  of Serbia, the 
A us tria n  provinces of Croatia, 
Bosnia, and Herzegovina, and the 
unconquerable m ountain- region o f 
Moutenegro. E ig h ty  per cent of 
the population are peasants, nom ­
in a lly  free, bu t fo r the greater 
pa rt l iv in g  fa r  below subsistence 
level.

Before the last w ar the po litica l 
ties between Serbia, and Czarist 
Russia were more than close. The 
Serbian roya lty , educated at. the

ing existed among the masses o f 
Yugoslavia’s population, a fee ling 
vastly  strengthened by the v ic to ry  
o f the October, 1917 revo lu tion. 
The Yugoslav peasants, discont­
ented, unable to understand why 
in  the m idst o f the abundance th a t 
was g row ing  on th e ir  fe r t ile  soil 
they were forced to lead a life  
of undescribable m isery and squa­
lo r, sensed d im ly  th a t th e ir  way 
out lay in  the example of Russia. 
T h is  a ttitud e  recently fouud a dis­
torted expression in  the appo int­
ment of M ilan  G avrilov itch , long­
tim e leader o f the ag ra rian  party , 
as Yugoslavia's f irs t envoy to 
Moscow.

The m a jo rity  of Yugoslavia’s 
population is fie rce ly  opposed to 
fascism, and is indeed ready to 
figh t and die ra the r than subm it 
to slavery. Even though the over­
th row  of the compromise-govern­
ment was the w o rk  of the arm y 
h iera rchy, the immense popular 
ind igna tion  w h ich  swept the coun­
t r y  at. the news of the s ign ing  of 
the V ienna pact c le a rly  indicates 
that readiness. I t  re a lly  was a 
popular revo lt, a f irs t aw akening 
of the masses who, as yet grop­
ing  and lack ing  both leadership

court o f St. Petersburg, granted an(¡ organization, are beginn ing to
refuge and le n t active support 
to the Russian counter revo lu tion  
aud made t l ie ir  coun try  a basis 
fo r  the most, ignom in ious white- 
Russiau m achinations agaiust t iic  
r is in g  Soviet power.

PRO-RUSSIAN PEASANTRY
A t the same tim e, however, due 

to  the s im ila r itie s  o f  cu ltu re  and 
language, a true  pro-Russian feel-

rise agaiust the te rr ih le  oppres­
sion they have know n. .

And it. m ust no t be -fo rgo tten  
th a t the a rm y its e lf consists of 
these same peasants and w orkers: 
tha t the officers corps, one of the 
youngest aud uiogt e ffic ien t in E u­
rope. is composed of real peasants 
itse lf and lacks com pletely tha t 
a rrogant aristocracy w h ich  can

so abundantly  be found in  the 
h igher developed capita list- coun­
tries. T h is  arm y w i l l  no t figh t 
against, a popu lar revo lt:

A t  the same tim e, now more 
than ever the need fo r a firm  and 
determ ined leadership becomes 
evident, the need fo r a Bolshevist 
party, f o r  on ly such a pa rty  can 
lead the masses out o f the chaos, 
can e ffec tive ly  d irec t a ll phases 
o f the strugg le , propagandist, ide­
ological, and m ilita ry , and subse­
quen tly  organize the economic re­
construction through socia list 
p lanning.

A R E  S T A L IN IS T S  
S W IT C H IN G ?

A  fact of no l i t t le  in te rest is 
the curious behavior of the S ta lin ­
ists in  Yugoslavia. The illega l, 
b ru ta lly  suppressed, but neverth­
eless not in s ign ifica n t Communist 
party , fo r years vocife rously ad­

vocated collective security. Just 
as obediently as everywhere else 
the Yugoslav S ta lin is ts  switched 
a fte r the S ta lin -H itle r pact aud 
started w h in in g  fo r peace and neu­
tra lity .

The bourgeois press speaks of 
authenticated reports according 
to w h ich  the C om intern has ins­
tructed the Yugoslav section to  
jo in  hands w ith  the new govern­
ment. W hich may and m ay not 
be w ish fu l th in k in g . However, it. 
is an ind isputab le fact tha t the 
S ta lin is ts  have ac tive ly  pa rtic ip a t­
ed in  the dem onstrations at Bel­
grade, Skoplye, and Cetinye.

F urthe rm ore , the Y ugoslav m i­
n is te r to  Moscow M ilan  G avrilo ­
v itch , close fr ie n d  o f tin? S ta lin ­
ists and in  constant touch w ith  
Jlie K re m lin , resigned im m edia t­
ely a fte r the s ign ing  of the V ienna 
pact. Docs his- p ro -B r;tish  conduct 
signal the long-expected re tu rn  
to the “ figh t fo r democracy”  line?

But. the masses of Europe are 
s t ir r in g . The real strugg le is be­
g inn ing . T h is  is but the first- 
stage o f the strugg le in Yugosla­
via. In  its  un fo ld ing  i t  w i l l  go 
fa r beyond mere anti-fascism .

SWOC Shows 
Strength In 
Huge Victory 
Parade

BULLETIN
- Score two runs in a row for 
the Steel Workers Organizing 
Committee (C IO ). The strike 
of 15,000 steel workers of the 
Cambria Works of the Bethle- 
hem  Steel Corporation at 
Johnstown, Pa., which began 
Friday right after settlement of 
the strike at the parent plant 
in Bethlehem was ended Sun­
day, March 30, w ith a victory 
for the union. Called to halt a 
company unipn election, the 
strike won an agreement ident­
ical with that won in Bethle­
hem.

*  *  *

By A R T  P R E IS
BETH LEH EM , Pa., March 

28—The victory parade of the 
Bethlehem steel strikers starts.

“ I t ’s bigger than the day 
they signed the Armistice!”  an 
exultant steel striker beside me 
exclaims. ____ - ■.

The steel workers pour out 
of the smoke-filled, jam-packed 
Beth-Alien Casino where they 
have just shouted their acclaim- 
to the agreement w ith Bethle­
hem Steel.

“ Only ‘twenty’ per cent out, 
huh?”  crows a big striker in a 
leather jacket. “ Old Eugene 
Grace would like to make a 
profit as big as this ‘twenty’ per 
cent.”

“ God A lm ighty! Wouldn’t 
this be some parade i f  that 
‘eighty’ per cent who scabbed 
were in it?”  roars another 
voice.

"W rite  this in your paper, 
w ill you, Shorty?”  says the 
striker in the leather jacket..

H igh  up in  the a ir  they ho is t 
me, on two pow erfu l shoulders, 
A ll the way down Broad Street, 
clear to New Street, is  a sea o f 
heads. E ig h t and ten abreast, 
pressed chest to back, the steel 
workers are massed in  the street. 
And behind us I see the line  swell­
in g  and g row ing  fo r a block, tw o 
blocks, as new hundreds leave 
the sidewalks and jo in  the par­
ade.

“ God A lm ig h ty !  E ig h ty  per 
ce n t!”  b ig  Lea the r Jacke t 
keeps chuck ling  ou t loud. 
“ W a it ’ l l  those ra ts  a t the  p la n t 
see our ‘ tw e n ty ’ per cent.”
T he 'line  starts  to move. A  cheer 

aud a whoop and a ho lle r ripp les 
up and down the m arch ing thou­
sands.

N O W  T H E Y  K N O W - ;
N o t u n t il th is  m onient have 

these -Bethlehem Steel w orkers 
fu ll} ’ understood w h a t the un ion
is, w ha t i t  represents, its  size, 
its  so lid ity , its  power.

Even inside the on ly  ava ilable 
ha ll in  the area, where three to 
fou r thousand had managed to 
squeeze h i, w h ile  ove rflow  thou­
sands crowded the broad s ta irs  
an'd out in to  the streets, jt lie  fu l l  
rea liza tion had fa iled  to (lawn up­
on them. .

Not even when they heard the 
details o f Grace’s concessions -J- 
the firs t ever granted to a un ion  
in  Bethlehem ’s pareiut p la u t —  
did they fu l ly  grasp w ha t the un­
ion and (h is  s tr ik e  re a lly  means.

Now, when the parade sw ings 
fo rw ard , they see the U N IO N  as
it. re a lly  is. They see i t  whole, its  
numbers, its  dynam ic power in  
action, stretcheid fo rw ard  and be­
hind as fa r  as the eye can see.

“ God A lm ig h ty !”  Leather Jack* 
et breathes one fina l exclam ation 

(C ontinued on page 4)
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W rite to us—tell us what's going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about f —tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—  

and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name awl address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

H arlem  Negroes Are, 
P icke ting  Bus Lines  
F or Jobs For Negroes

EDITOR:
The New Y ork  bus s tr ik e  was 

settled over a 'w eek  ago, but in  
H a rlem  the p icke ting  of the bus 
lines s t i l l  continues. Various Ne­
gro organizations have joined 
w ith  the H arlem  Labor U n ion in 
a concerted e ffo rt to place 100 
Negro mechanics and 100 Négro 
bus d rive rs  on the New York bus 
lines. There are no Negroes em­
ployed by e ither o f the two bits 
companies.

P icke ting  by  the H arlem  L a ­
bor U n ion has been going on 
along 7th and 8th avenues at a ll 
the m a jo r bus stops in  Harlem . 
The Negro people o f H arlem  are 
be ing urged to stay o ff the busses. 
A  free  bus system has been p u t 
in to  opera tion: a ll cars and taxis 
th a t the H arlem  union can get 
have been m obilized fo r service. 
These cars ca rry  a p la in  w h ite  
card on the r ig h t hand side of 
the  w ind-sh ie ld to d is tingu ish  
them  as service cars. A  soup 
k itchen  has been set up a t the 
A byssin ian B ap tis t Church.

The s tr ik e  com m ittee has tr ied  
to  contact M ayor LaG uardia, John 
A. R itch ie , head o f the bus com­
panies, and M ike Q u ill. President 
o f  the T ra n sp o rt W orkers  U n ion, 
A s ye t none of these people have 
responded to  the repeated in v ita ­
tions o f the com m ittee, except 
tha t the T W U  sent M. H. Froge, 
4ditoV o f the T ransport W orkers 
B u lle tin , as representative to 
speak fo r  the union. Froge ex­
p la ined th a t the TW U  has been 
fig h tin g  the  T ra n s it Commission 
on m any issues and one o f the 
m a in  issues has been the Com­
m iss ion ’s refusal to h ire  Negroes. 
Froge pointed out th a t the m ain 
respons ib ility  fo r the present s it-

ua tion lay  w ith  the bus compa­
nies. He pledged the T ransp o rt 
Union's fu r th e r  cooperation in  
ending Negro d isc rim in a tio n  on 
the bus lines.

A lthough the Ha idem Labor U n­
ion has repudiated the Support Of 
the T ransport W orkers, I  believe 
tha t the Negroes now p icke ting  in 
H arlem  can best fu l f i l l  th e ir  aims 
by achieving so lid a rity  w ith  the 
w h ite  transport workers.

Both the Negro and the w h ite  
w orkers are subject to ' exp lo ita­
tio n  under- the present Capitalist 
system. The Negroes in  Harlem  
have a strong  hatred fo r  the 
w h ite  boss class th a t gives them 
on ly  the most m enial tasks, tha t 
pays them  the lowest wages, tha t 
exp lo its and bears down upon 
them by segregating and d isc rim ­
in a tin g  against them Mr a ll phases 
of cap ita lis t Social, po litica l, arid 
economic life . They see the w h ite  
workers in  the trade unions, w ith  
h igher wages, bette r w o rk in g  con­
d itions, than they, the Negroes, 
enjoy. Because o f isolated in c i­
dents where unscrupulous trade- 
union bureaucrats have d isc rim ­
inated against them, they feel re­
sentment when they see the w h ite  
workers in  th e ir  trade unions 
figh ting  and w in n in g  h igher wages 
and better w o rk ing  Conditions.

And so they say, “ Only the Ne­
gro can solve the Negro’S prob­
lem s!”

Yes. Only the Negro can solve 
the Negro 's-problem s; bu t he can 
on ly do i t  by cooperating and 
figh ting  side by side w ith  the 
w h ite  Worker against the boss sys­
tem th a t lias been the cause o f his 
suffe ring . The strugg le of the H a r­
lem Labor Union is a figh t against 
the boss system, ju s t as the figh t 
of the w h ite  w orkers is. Both Ne­
g ro , and w h ite  w orker can best 
aclilev.e th e ir  task by fig h tin g  to ­
gether against the common enemy. 
New Y o rk  C ity

M U R R A Y  M.

B U L L E T IN ! !
Forty-One subs am ounting  to 84 

po in ts  a rrived  th is  m orn ing  a fte r 
th is  column was set up. They are 
no t included below. However^ 
they came in  before the deadline, 
and make the week's to ta l 161 
subs, 339 po in ts!

M ASS S T R IK E S  A N D  
M ASS C IR C U L A T IO N

Last week was a m ilita n t one 
—  fo r  the w o rk in g  class arid fo r 
us.

Last Week was a week of head­
aches fo r those in  h igh places; 
i t  was a week in  w h ich  our press 
reached its  peak c ircu la tio n  to 
date. W orkers in  thè Bethlehem 
v ic to ry  parade snatched eagerly 
a t every extra  copy we could 
rush there. W orkers, e ithe r actu­
a lly  on s tr ik e  o r s tanding a t the 
threshold o f class action, welcom­
ed the thousands of copies of the 
M IL IT A N T  made available to 
them  by the loyal and devoted 
w o rk  of our comrades in  A llen ­
town, B uffa lo , Chicago, Cleveland. 
Los Angeles, P ittsb u rg h , Youngs­
town.

S P L E N D ID  R E S U LTS  OF 
O U R  SU B C A M P A IG N

Except fo r  a few ta rdy  subscrip­
tions w h ich  we know are s t i l l  on 
the way to us from  the rem oter 
parts  o f the country, the column 
below gives fina l resu lts on the 
two-m onth subscrip tion d rive  con­
ducted w ith  a gusto and enthusi­
asm unsurpassed by any section 
o f the p o lit ic a l labor movement ' 
in  recent years.

A  complete grasp of the sig­
nificance o f these to ta ls  cannot 
be had from  the scoreboard as 
i t  here appears, bu t even a cursory 
glance w il l  show one in te resting  
fa c t: Whereas the campaign was 
conducted w ith  a 50c. Special com­
b ina tion  subscrip tion as the base, 
the  fina l to ta l in  po in ts (1 fo r 
each 50c.) indicates th a t the aver-

age paym ent fo r a subscrip tion 
ran w e ll above a do llar.

M innesota speaks fo r  its e lf;  i t  
s im p ly  ran away fro A  the rest 
o f the field. Chicago, which lost 
out to NeW Y ork on a flu ke  last 
week, has redeemed herself arid 
come in  second.

The press s ta ff of T h e  M IL I ­
T A N T  and the FOURTH IN T E R ­
N A T IO N A L  here pub lic ly  express­
es its  boundless g ra titu d e  fo r  the 
token of enthusiasm and devotion 
represented in  the fina l to ta ls of 
th is  sho rt and effective d rive : 793 
subscrip tions and 1658 points 
(?829).

T h is  Week T o ta l 
Subs Pts Subs Pts

M innesota 27 87 335 828
Chicago 29 52 65 172
New Y o rk 8 ' 14 70 120
Boston 10 16 53 93
D e tro it 1 2 36 81
Cleveland 11 17 32 66
Los Angeles 1 6 22 53
F lin t 1 1 29 37
N ew ark 6 8 21 32
Youngstown 0 0 23 31
Frisco 4 4 14 18
Toledo 0 0 12 18
New Haven 0 0 12 17
Rochester 5 8 l i 15
M ilwaukee 5 5 8 11
Q uakertown 5 10 5 10
A llen to w n 0 0 4 7
P hiladelph ia 1 2 3 6
Plentywood 0 0 2 6
Paterson 0 0 3 5
P ittsb u rg h 0 0 3 5
P ittsb u rg h 0 0 4 4
St. Louis 1 1 3 4
Kansas 1 2 2 4
Palo A lto 0 0 1 4
London, Eng. 0 0 1 4
R ockville 0 0 ’ . 1 4
New Castle 1 4 1 4
San Diego 1 1 3 3
Texas 0 0 2 2
A lbany 0 0 1 2
M emphis 1 2 1 2
Fresno 1 2 1 2
W ash. D C 1 2 1 2

Tota ls  120 255 798 1658

W orkers o f the J. R. Thompson ca fe te ria  chain are shown 
p icke ting  one o f the strike-clöfted stores in  New Y ork . The 250 
Thompson workers, members o f the pow erfu l C a fe teria  W o rk ­
ers Local 302 o f the Food W orkers U n ion  (A E L ) , have been 
conducting a m ilita n t s tr ik e  fo r  increased wabes since M arch 17.

GRACE CARLSON 
TOUR THIS WEEK

S E A T T L E ,  W ash ing to n : 
Tuesday, A p r i l 1.

P LE N TY W O O D , M ontana: 
F rid a y , A p r i l  4th, 8 p.m., a t 
the F a rm e r La bo r Temple. 
S ub ject: “ The R ig h t To L ife .”  

FARG O , N . D .: M onday, 
Tuesday, A p r i l  7, 8.

T I^ IN  C IT IE S : Wednesday, 
A p r i l  9.
ST. P A U L : F riday . A p r i l 11, 
8 P. M. “ The Role o f the  A m e r­
ican W orkers  in  the W ar P ro ­
gram .”

Stalinist Goons 
Attack 'Militant' 
Salesmen In N. Y.

GRACE CARLSON 
REPORTS WEST 
COAST MEETING

B y G R A C E  C AR LSO N
SAN FRANCISCO, M arch 29— 

An audience of over 50 searrien, 
longshoremen, d in in g  car em­
ployes, c u lin a ry  workers, b u ild in g  
trades w orkers and others heard 
the T ro tsky is t analysis of The 
W ar Today a t the open m eètirig 
which I  addressed in  San F ra n ­
cisco las t n igh t.

F rom  the interested questions 
and the Substantial collection, One 
may draw  the encouraging con­
clusion tha t an increasing num ­
ber o f San Francisco m ilita n ts  
are accepting T ro tsky ism  as the 
on ly  so lu tion to the problems of 
the w o rk in g  class.

On Monday n igh t, M arch 24, I  
had an op po rtu n ity  to speak in  
Oakland a t a meeting, sponsored 
by the Oakland B ranch of the 
N a tiona l Association fo r  the A d­
vancement o f Colored People. Co­
pies of The M il ita n t  and leaflets 
announcing the SWP m eeting 
Were d is tribu ted  there a fte r the 
irieeting. Some o f the Negro w o rk ­
ers who attended last n ig h t’s 
m eeting were undoubtedly a ttra c t­
ed there as a resu lt Of th is  dis­
tr ib u tio n .

Good meetings were also held 
in  Los Angeles and San Pedro. 
The Los Angeles mass meeting, 
wh ich was held on M arch 23, a t­
tracted over 100 people. M any of 
these were m ilita n ts  from  the a v i­
a tion  in dus try , who applauded v i­
gorously a ll of the attacks made 
upon the red-ba iting  tactics of 
Roosevelt, Knudsen, H illm a n , 
Green and the others. One a ir ­
c ra ft w orker, who announced tha t 
he was a t h is f irs t  T ro tsky is t 
meeting, took thè flo o r to express 
his support o f our program  of an 
independent working-class s trug ­
gle against fascism.

The audience in  San Pedro was 
made Up o f seamen, sh ipyard 
workers and cannery workers. 
Some of these were Mexicans, 
and they had a genuine apprecia­
tio n  of our analysis of hy- 
procrisy of the Rooseveltian “ good 
neighbor”  in  Mexico and South 
Am erica.

Two members of the Socialist 
W orkers Party, Local New Y ork, 
who were d is tr ib u tin g  The M il­
ita n t at a m eeting in  M anhattan 
Center o f Local 65 of the R eta il 
C lerks (CIO) Tuesday n ig h t Were 
attacked by a S ta lin is t goon squad 
o f 15 to 20 men. A pparently  the 
S ta lin is ts  Were a fra id  of le ttin g  
the workers read the tru th  aborii 
the Soviet Union as published in  
the T ro ts k y is t press.

The d is tr ib u to rs  managed to 
stave o ff the attack fo r  about ten 
m inutes du rin g  the tim e the great- 
eèt num ber of w o rke rs ' were 
crow ding in to  the meeting, by 
ca lling  the a tten tion  of the union 
members to the threatened v io la ­
tio n  o f c iv i l libe rties  by the S tal­
in is ts .

Most of the M ilita n ts  Were dis­
tribu te d  by the  tim e  the S ta lin is t 
bureaucrats worked up th is  squ id 
to a h igh enough p itch  to ca rry  
out th e ir  d ir ty  w ork. The rem a in ­
in g  lite ra tu re  of the SWP mem­
bers was to rn  from  th e ir  arms.

A r t  W alker, one of the M i l i t ­

an t d is tribu to rs , suffered a black­
ened eye in  the  melee, bu t swore 
he w i l l  be back a t the same spot 
fo r  the next d is tr ibu tion .

B y  JO SEPH H A N S E N
NEW VORK C ITY, March 28—  Plans for a united May 

Day .parade were presented to representatives of trade unions 
and other labor organizations today at a conference in Webster 
Hall, called by a self-constituted Provisional May Day Commit­
tee. The conference passed a resolution to make this committee 
permanent, w ith Louis' Weinstock, secretary-treasurer of Dis­
trict Council 9 of the Painters, as Chairman, and 1 larry Weins­
tock as Director.

The credentials committee declared that the 216 delegates 
present represented 60 organ iza­
tions, 75 o f the  delegates rep­
resenting 43 local trade  union 
bodies w ith  a m em bership o f 
148.375. M ost o f these o rgan iza­
tions wère am ong those which 
are genera lly  recognized in  the 
labo r movem ent as led by  S ta ljn - 
is t  leaders and a llies : IW O . P a in t­
ers, F u rr ie rs , Shoe W orkers,
Pocket Book M akers, etc. etc.

The credentials committee r t ”  
cognized and seated as delegates 
a ll the representatives present 
w ith  the exception of A r th u r  
B u rc li and Joseph Hansen of the 
Socia list W orkers  P arty , Local 
New Y ork. The reporter o f the 
credentials com m ittee declared 
th a t th is  delegation was challeng­
ed on the ground th a t no in v ita ­
tions lias been issued to p o litica l 
parties to pa rtic ipa te  in  the May 
Day parade.

The representatives o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  were in v it ­
ed to rem ain as observers pend­
in g  a decision by the permanent 
May Day com m ittee as to whether 
o r not p o litica l organizations of 
the w o rk in g  class w il l  be inv ited  
to pa rtic ipa te  in  the May Day par­
ade.

P O L IC E  A R E  H O S T IL E
H a rry  W einstock, who is  in  

charge of the organ izationa l de­
ta ils , reported th a t negotiations 
w ith  the police fo r  a p e rr iiit  to 
parade down F if th  Avenue in to  
Un ion Square had been h ig h ly  un­
satisfactory.

The police a t f irs t wished to 
shunt the parade doWn N in th  Ave­
nue, w h ich is close to the Hudson 
r iv e r. They la te r conceded AoV lriit
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i t  to E ig h th  Avenue, w h ich  is a 
block closer to  F if th  Avenue, the 
tra d itio n a l street fo r parades.

The conference passed a unan i­
mous reso lu tion asking a ll Work­
ing  class organizations to te le­
graph Police Com m issioner V alen­
tine  p ro te s ting  h is a rb it ra ry  and 
undem ocratic a ttem pt to detour 
the May Day parade.

F irs t  speaker at the conference 
was Louis W einstock, who at- 
taòked B r it is h , German, and 
Am erican im peria lism  w ithou t 
suggesting any program  whatso­
ever as a real a lte rna tive  to the 
w ar plans of the cap ita lis t class. 
He ended h is  speech w ith  such 
pu re ly  pac ifis t and h ig h ly  m is­
leading slogans as “ The Yanks 
Are N ot Coining.”

Featured speaker was Reverend 
Clarence A. Boyer o f the Madison 
Square Church House. He de liver­
ed a sermon on the v irtue s  of 
peace w hich could have graced 
any p u lp it in  any chapel of any 
denom ination at any tim e up to 
the day the professional p u lp i­
teers trade in  th e ir  “ peace is won­
de rfu l”  theme for, a l is t  of arm y 
approved re c ru it in g  slogans.

Am ong the a ttrac tions  a t the 
conference was a film  of la s t year’s 
May Day parade, a boys’ band, 
and an e locu tion is t Who spoke Of 
thè need o f co lo r and drama in 
M ay Day parades.

By the tim e  the reso lutions com­
m ittee was ready to report, the 
greater pa rt o f the delegates had 
gone. A  l is t  of 45 slogans were 
unan im ously approved as "o ff i­
c ia l,”  and a ll reso lu tions were 'un­
anim ously le ft  up to the resolu­
tions com m ittee fo r “ appropria te ’'  
action.

The slogans approved were in  
large pa rt pu re ly  pacifist slogans 
of the type w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  
are now shou liiig , such as “ Get 
but and Stay out of the W ar,”  
"The Yanks A re  N o t Coming,”  
“ No gold s ta r m others.”  “ Defend 
democracy by preserv ing pease.”

Such slogans are no d iffe re n t 
from  the stock in  trade o f profes­
sional pacifists who shout fo r  
peace on ly  at the las t m om ent to 
jum p in  the w a r chario ts and call 
fo r  “ to ta l v ic to ry ."

Some slogans were good, how­
ever, such as "N o  J im  Crow A r­
my,”  and “ Defend the R ig h t to 
S trike ,”  a lthough the la tte r  slo­
gan needs as a supplem ent: "O r­
ganize W orkers Defense Squads.”

W H A T  IS  N E E D E D
W hat is needed now, and es­

pec ia lly  on th is  h is to ric  May Day 
w h ich  may w e ll be the last one 
before U. S. en try  in  thè war, is 
a set of m il ita n t  slogans th a t rea l­
ly  provide an a lte rna tive  tb the 
cap ita lis t war.

The representatives of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P arty  are submit­
t in g  to the Resolutions Com m it­
tee fo r  consideration the fo llow ­
in g  slogans, NONE o f w h ich  were 
included in  the o ffic ia i slogans 
passed by the conference:

1. Down w ith  Im p e ria lis t W ar!
2. Defend the Soviet U n ion!
3. Trade un ion contro l o f m i l t  

ta ry  tra in in g !
4. B u ild  an Independent Labor

P arty ! ’
5. F o r a W orkers ’ and Farm ers’ 

Government !
6. F o r a Socia list Society!
The next m eeting o f the com­

m ittee  is scheduled fo r  A p r il 19. 
A t  th is  m eeting the com m ittee’s 
decision w il l  be announced as to 
whether po litica l parties of the 
w o rk in g  class w i l l  be in v ited  tó 
pa rtic ipa te  in  w hat was announc­
ed by the P rovis ional Committee 
as a "u n ite d ”  May Day parade.
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Fot a prime example of 
m ealy-m outhed po litics , read 
the statem ent by Norm an Tho­
mas. na tiona l cha irm an o f the 
Socia lis t P a rty , on the res igna­

t io n s  o f P orte r, T räge r, M c­
Dowell rind Woodcock fro tn  the 
national com m ittee, and the 
sta tem ent by P o rte r-T rag e r. 
They appear in  the M arch 22nd 
C A L L .

Despite th e ir  open p ro -w ar 
position and res ignations from  
the com m ittee, P orte r, Wood­
cock and T rä g e r continue as 
S.P. members.

By the  way, Thomas was no t 
so genteel when he was ex­
pe lling  the revo lu tiona ry  w ing 
o f the Socia list P a rty — rem em ­
ber?

*  *  *

No. V O G U E  m agazine can 
h a rd ly  be classed as a labo r 
paper. B u t th is  snobbish organ 
fea tu res in  its  M arch  15th issue 
an a rtic le  on the IL G W U  en titled  
“ I t ’s a N ice U n io n : The pow erfu l 
ga rm ent w orkers ra ise  a s ta r t ­
lin g  new banner— ‘B ig g e r P ro ­
fits  fo r Em ployers.”  The au thor 
te lls  how in  recent nego tia tions 
the un ion “ ignored h igh e r wages 
and sho rte r hours. Instead i t  in ­
sisted th a t the  em ployers begin 
to app ly  Stream lined e ffic iency 
methods ) . . F o r the f ir s t  tim e, 
a union has m ustered a ll its  pow­
er to  fo rce  em ployers to make 
money.”  Ju lius  Hochm an is re ­
fe rred  to  as “ one o f the  c o u n try ’s 
m ost cu ltiva ted  la bo r leaders.”  

Hochmari and D ub insky ave 
beyond b lush ing  a t rece iv ing  
com plim ents fro m  such a jo u rn a l 
as V O G U E . The troub le  w ith  
labo r leaders, lik e  Hochm an is 
the y  are too damned cu ltiva ted—  
regard fo r  the  w e lfa re  o f the g a r­
m ent worker’s has been c u lt iv a t­
ed r ig h t  ou t o f these leaders.

*  *  *

One o f the m ore w orth less la ­
bor papers in  the na tion  is the 
A F L  St. P au l U N IO N  A D ­
VOCATE edited by an in te res ting  
fe llo w  named A . F . Lo ckha rt. 
Lockha rt, who re fle c ts  the  views 
o f the’ heads o f the M innesota 
Federation o f Labor, has a h a tr ­
ed o f m il ita n t  un ionism , matched 
on ly  by h is unb lush ing  ignorance 
about the doctrines he opposes. 
In  the  M arch 20th A D V O C A T E  
he in s tru c ts  us on the  com m unist 
movem ent as fo llow s : “ The la te  
Em m a Goldman and E m il B e rg ­
man were com m unists before 
communism had# become an in ­
te rna tion a l menace. They used 
to  m ount U . S. soapboxes to  g lo ­
r i f y  M a rx ian  socialism ,”  etc. etc.

Y ou’re  do ing fine, Lo ckha rt. 
O nly i t  was A lexander Berkm an. 
n o t E m il Bergm an. A nd  i t  was 
M arx ian  socialism  th a t  they h a t­
ed, n o t g lo rifie d . B o th  were 
anarch ists, w ith  a ll the  t ra d it io n ­
a l opposition to  M arx ism .

*  *  *

Because B ig  Business re fu s ­
es to  provide adequate sa fe ty 
equipm ent, and ins is ts  on us­
ing  the w a r program  to  ju s t­
i fy  a speedup system, accidents 
i(\ in d u s tr ia l p lan ts  are ta k in g  
a te rr ib le  to ll o f workers, f ig ­
ures o f the U . S. D epartm ent 
o f Labor revealed la s t week. 
Accidents have increased 10 
per cent in  the la s t few  m onths 
áloiie. *

“ Deaths ánd in ju r ie s  due to

these mishaps are causing a 
grea te r loss in w o rk in g  tim e  
than s trikes  o r any o ther fac­
to r,”  Verne A. Z im m er, d irec­
to r  o f the D iv is io n  o f Labor 
Standards, reports.

*  * *
W henever the  n a tio n ’s r a i l­

roads w ish to  s tr ik e  a t a compe­
t i to r  they  never have any d i f ­
f ic u lty  in lin in g  up the R a ilroad 
Brotherhoods to  go down the line  
w ith  them . Instead o f f ig h tin g  
the ra ilroads  fo r  h igh e r wages 
and be tte r conditions, the  b ro th ­
erhoods jo in  the  ra ilroads  in  
f ig h tin g  com peting industries  and 
fe llo w  W orkers in  those indus­
tries .

A t  la s t th is  po licy  is boome- 
ra n g in g  on the  brotherhoods. 
The ra ilro a d  un ions’ LA B O R  fo r  
M arch 25th rep o rts  th a t  the  
R a ilw ay  Express Agency, owned 
e n tire ly  by the r a i l  ca rrie rs , is 
now bu y in g  thousands o f new 
trucks  and tra ile rs , to  hau l any 
k in d  Of f re ig h t  b y  tru c k  any­
where in  the coun try . The E x ­
press Agency has ordered 2,667 
trucks  and tra ile rs  to  add to  its  
present f le e t o f m ore than  13,000, 
and has filed w ith  thè' I.G.G. ap­
p lica tions fo r  a u th o r ity  to  Oper­
ate tru cks  over 65 routes sca tte r­
ed fro m  coast to  coast. The 
S tandard L a b o r R a ilroad O rgan­
izations, w h ich  o r ig in a lly  sup­
ported the  app lica tions o f the  
R a ilw ay  Express fo r  tru c k  oper­
a tin g  r ig h ts , is now  w h in in g  th a t 
i f  the  I.C.C. g ra n ts  the app lica ­
tions, trucks  w i l l  be substitu ted  
fo r  tra in s  and thè jobs o f ta i l -  
road men lost.

*  *  *

M ax Hayes, ed ito r o f the  
A F L  Cleveland C IT IZ E N , used 
to  be a socia lis t. H e’S sure de­
generated in  recent years. In  
the M arch 21st issue o f the  
C IT IZ E N , an ed ito ria l states 
th a t “ R ig h t a t th is  m oment 
there is a so-called s tr ik e  go« 
in g  on a t the Vanadium  Corp. 
o f A m erica  and we s in c e re ly . 
feel th a t sabotage is fa r  more 
applicable to  th is  s itu a tio n .”

T h is  is a slander, and a very 
dangerous slander, aga inst the 
Vanadium  w orkers, who cer- • 
tn in ly  have le g itim a te  (griev­
ances aga inst the  company, 
which T H E  M IL IT A N T  has re ­
ported in  de ta il.

To the  bosses today, any 
s tr ik e  is sabotage, w hether the 
A F L  o r C IO  organizes the 
s tr ike . Hayes p lays r ig h t  in to  
the hands o f the bosses by re ­
peating th is  lie  about the  s tr ik e  
being sabotage. I f  he is s t i l l  
capable o f fee lin g  shame, he 
should feel i t  oVer h is s tr ik e ­
b reak ing  ed ito ria l. Some day 
soon, A F L  unions in  C leveland 
who are forced ou t on s tr ik e  
w il l  see how Hayes’ e d ito r ia l 
boomerangs on them.

* * *
W orkers  in  Chicago ough t to 

g ive  a good k ic k  in  the rum p to  
the ed itors o f thè Chicago A È L  
F E D E R A T IO N  N E W S . In  its  
M arch 22nd issue th is  paper ha ils 
the s tr ike -b re a k in g  w o rk  o f W il­
liam  Green in  issu ing  an A F L  
c h a rte r to  scabs a t the CIO  s trike  
a t In te rn a tio n a l H a rvester. Green 
has p u t the old p ie-card a rtis t, 
F ra n k  Fenton, in  charge o f the 
A F L  cam pàign to  break the 
Harvester s trike .

The MARXIST SCHOOL
Lectures fo r  Sessions— Week o f A p r i l 7th

MONDAY
7.16 to  8:40 p.m .........................................  by W illia m  M. W arde

The Degeneration of the First American Revolution. 
Autocracy of the Slave Power; The Development of New 
Revolutionary Forces.

f
8:50 to  10:20 p.m ..........................................................  by Lyd ia  Eeidell

The Western Federation of Miners and the Development 
of the I.WAV.

WEDNESDAY
Special lecture to s ta rj. a t 7:10 and go th rough  the evening.

B y JA C K  W E B E R

The Situation in the Balkans
What is H itle r’s goal? Are the Balkans to be H itler’s 

stumbling block? What w ill Stalin’s Role b ! now?

IRVING PLAZA
Irving Place and 16th St.

United M ay Day 
Group Meets
Police Refuse Committee's Line Of March; 
SWP Delegates Seated Only As Observers



APRIL 5, 1041 T H E  M I L I T A N T - 3 ,

Newark's Relief 
System Exposed

Government's Strikebreaking Attempt 
At Allis-Chalmers Foiled By Labor Unity

After Driving Workers' Organizations Out 
Of Stations, City Slashed Relief Budgets

B y G EORGE B R E IT M A N
(S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  Candidate fo r  C ity  Commission)
N EW ARK, N. J.—Two years ago this month the Newark 

relief administration succeeded in putting through the plan it 
had been working on so long—the barring, of unemployed or­
ganizations from the relief stations o f the city.

But w ith  the passage of the ruling that "every relief client
m ust speak fo r  h im se lf,”  the'
F ra n k lin -M a la d y  re lie f  ad m in i­
s tra tio n  began a series o f cuts 
w h ich  have reduced the ro lls  to 
h a lf  the num ber, o f tw o  years 
ago, and w iped o u t every one o f 
th e  ga ins won in  the e ig h t years 
previous to  tha t.

R E L IE F  T O D A Y
The period o f w a it in g  a fte r  ap­

p lica tio n  fo r  re l ie f  is  now fro m  
th tee  to  fo u r  weeks, o ften  more, 
Where p rev ious ly  i t  was a week 
o r so. The special “ emergency 
check”  is now a th in g  o f the past.

Special diets, w h ich  were, 
g ran ted  on any doctor’s recom­
m endation, thus p ro v id in g  m ore 
food fo r  s ick people, a re  granted 
in  on ly  1% o f  the  cases w h ich  
had them  previously . No longer 
is  the recom m endation o f any 
doctor su ffic ie n t: on ly  a c ity  doc­
to r ’s w ord  is good enough now.

W here p rev ious ly  as much as 
a q u a rt o f m ilk  was allowed fo r  
ch ild re n  below 12 years o f age, 
today  h a lf-a -q u a rt is considered 
qu ite  su ffic ie n t by re lie f  o ffic ia ls .

R e lie f g ranted to  s tr ik e rs  was 
a lw ays o f g re a t help to  unions o f 
n e w ly  organized w orkers  w ith  
l i t t le  finances to  ru n  th e ir  strikes. 
Today s tr ik e rs  are n o t allowed 
re lie f.

C O N D E M N E D  TO F R E E Z E
In  1939, the depa rtm ent began 

to  issue coal fo r  the  w in te r  sea­
son in  October. In  1940, “ money 
was saved”  by  no t issueing the 
coal u n t il the m iddle o f Decem­
ber. D u r in g  th is  period a wave 
o f in fluenza  and pneum onia cases 
reached a lm ost the  p ropo rtions 
o f an epidem ic in  the w orkers ’ 
neighborhoods.

P reviously , by exe rtin g  a lo t  o f 
pressure, a re l ie f  c lie n t could get 
an o rder fo r  c lo th in g  th a t  could 
be cashed in  a c lo th in g  store. 
N o w  th is  has been done aw ay 
w ith . R e lie f c lien ts ge t on ly  
c lo th in g  made on the  W P A  p ro ­
jec ts , and extrem e ly  l i t t le  o f 
th a t. In  1940 less than  lc  per 
day per person was spent by the' 
c ity  on c lo th in g . The 1941 bud­
get calls fo r about the same fig ­
ure.

B u t the best exam ple o f a ll o f

how N e w ark  re l ie f  is  conducted, 
now th a t the unemployed' unions 
are locked out, is the  recent ru l­
in g  on re n ta l allowances. In  
1939 they were as fo llo w s : $15 a 
m onth fo r  fam ilies  o f s ix  o r less, 
and up to  $20 a m onth  in  cer­
ta in  cases of la rge r fam ilies. 
G radua lly  th is  was cu t down so 
th a t s ing le  people received o n ly  
$12 a month-, and sm all fam ilies  
received even less than  $15.

Suddenly la s t m onth  the fo l­
lo w in g  po licy  was announced in  a 
newspaper announcement head­
ed: “ R e lie f C lien ts ’ Land lords
May Get Increased Rents” :

F am ilies  o f one o r tw o  were 
to  receive a m axim um  o f $9 a 
m onth, fa m ilie s  o f three and fo u r  
to receive m axim um  o f $10.50 and 
$13.50. B u t fa m ilie s  o f over five 
w ould receive m ore tha n  $15. 
T h is  was the “ increase”  ta lked 
about.

T H E  W A Y  O U T
The key  to  the re l ie f  problem  

does no t lie  in  the prom ises made 
by the  po litic ian s  p r io r  to  elec­
tions. F ra n k lin , se lf-p roc la im ed 
“ cham pion o f the un d e rp riv ile g ­
ed”  w i l l  be able- to  do eve ry th in g  
he' wants, as long  as the  unem­
ployed are no t organized in to  
unions th a t are recognized and 
have the' r ig h t  to  ba rga in  fo r  
th e ir  members.

T h a t is w h y  in  th is  election we 
say to  the unem ployed th a t w h a t 
they m ust f ig h t fo r  is recogn ition  
o f th e ir  com m ittees. The present 
ad m in is tra tion , in  sp ite  o f its  
cla im s th a t i t  is  “ f a i r  to  labor,”  
has shown th a t i t  is no t f a i r  to  
unions o f the unemployed. T h a t 
is w h y  we say th a t the  w orkers 
need, a C ity  Commission c o n tro ll­
ed b y  and responsib le  to  the  
w orkers, w h ich  w i l l  recognize 
th is  r ig h t  and open up the  w a y  
to an im provem ent in  re lie f  
standards.

L E T  LA B O R  C O N TR O L T H E  
C IT Y  C O M M IS S IO N ! B u ild  a 
labo r p a rty  and elect a C ity  Com­
m ission th a t is pledged, among 
o ther th ings , to  recogn ition  o f 
the unem ployed unions!

P H IL A D E L P H IA , March 28 —  
The 400 young workers ol’ the 
Progress M anufactu ring  Company 
here are standing firm  in  th e ir  
second s tr ik e  o f recent weeks fo r 
union- conditions and wages; The 
present s tr ik e  was-called' a fte r the 
company refused to agree to dec­
ent wages fo r the workers, who 
have been rece iv ing the miserable 
m in im um  scale of 30 cents an 
hour.

A  previous- m il ita n t  s trike , set­
tled March 7, ended w ith  thè w in ­
n ing  o f sole ba rga in ing r ig h ts  fo r  j 
Local 90. M etal Polishers union 
(A F L ) and an agreement to ne­
gotia te  a ll questions of wages, 
hours and w o rk ing  conditions.

A ll classifications of w o rk  w h ich  
call fo r  more than- the m in im um  
wage a re -10 cents to 20 cents an 
hour lower a t Progress than the 
p re va ilin g  wages- in  th is  town. 
Progress m anufactures lig h tin g  
fix tu res and appliances.

A  skeleton p icke t line  is being 
m ainta ined at the p lant. The w or­
kers, young men and women w ith  
a lo t o f fig h tin g  s p ir it ,  are deter­
m ined to continue the s tr ik e  u n t il 
th e ir  ju s t demands are won.

W arren Bender., bus-agent of 
Local 90, who1 is- assisting the 
s trike , hasexpressed his conviction 
o f v ic to ry  because o f the fine s p ir it  
o f u n ity  and m ilita n c y  which the 
s tr ike rs  have displayed. D u ring  
the s trike , fo u r o f t lie : workers 
have been arrested, w ith  tw o of 
them  s t i l l  being held on trum ped- 
up charges.

The treatm ent of the loya l un ion 
w orkers by the police is in  m a rk ­
ed contrast to- th a t accorded- s tr ik e ­
breakers who were arrested by 
the police d u rin g  the last s tr ike  
fo r  c a rry in g  revolvers and. other 
deadly weapons. These s tr ik e ­
breakers have a ll been released. 
Police are con tinu ing  to o ffe r aid' 
to escort strikebreakers in to  the 
plant.

The management is a ttem pting  
to p u ll one o f the oldest tr ic k s  
in  the- game to d iv ide the union 
members, by t ry in g  to create a 
race issue. The company has tried: 
to induce- as m any unemployed 
and desperate- Négro w orkers ' as 
possible to act as strikebreakers-. 
The un ion members, who include 
a num ber of Negro workers, are 
no t fa ll in g  fo r th is  s tun t. The 
w h ite  w orkers in  the shop have 
shown th e ir  h igh  regard fo r- tile- 
fine un ion  qua lities  of th e ir  fe l­
low  w orkers by electing a Negro 
as shop steward.

Knox and Knudsen Believed They 
Had Murray's Support For Move

The s to ry  of the governm ent’s 
a ttem pt to break the s tr ik e  of 
UAW -CIO Local 248 at; the A llis - 
Chalmers p lan t in- West A llis . 
W isconsin, m ust be studied by un­
ion is ts  everywhere. O ther govern­
ment s trikeb reak ing  moves are* 
certa in  to come elsewhere.

The s tr ik e  began January 22. 
The union had v a in ly  sought to 
assure an end- to a system atic a t­
tem pt by the company to break 
the union. Company stooges in  
the p lan t —  some- opera ting  as 
an A F L  local —  had been in te r­
fe r in g  W ith un ion a c tiv ity , p ick in g  
fights w ith  UAW-CIO members» 
el«., a lthough the UAW -CIO had 
a con tract w ith  the cofnpany.

T H E  U N IO N ’S PRO PO SAL
Local 248- proposed to the-com ­

pany' tha t, i f  the un ion proved 
tha these stooges were g u ilty  o f 
in te rfe r in g  w ith  the un ion ’s -ac tiv ­
i t y  the-com pany should d isc ip line  
those g u ilty . On the pre text tha t 
suelr an agreement meant a closed- 
shop, the- company refused, and 
the un ion w ent on s tr ik e  to  en­
force its  demand.

A t  the  end of the fo u rth  week 
of the s tr ike , the  OPM called com­
pany and un ion representatives to 
W ashington. On M arch 1. OPM 
D irectors Knudsen and H illm a n  
proposed th a t both parties agree 
to a rb itra te  on the- basis tha t, 
i f  the  a rb ite r found th a t the un­
ion was correct in  charg ing cer­
ta in  men w ith  in te rfe r in g  w ith  
un ion a c tiv ity , the company 
should d isc ip line  those men. T ile 
un ion accepted. The company re­
fused apparently  fee ling tha t a l­
most any a rb ite r  would have to 
accept- the proof w h ich tire union 
could present.

The OPM- had' to adm it the 
t r u th :  in  a l is t  o f s trikes sub­
m itted  by the OPM to the new 
N ationa l M ediation Board, the 
OPM said: "The union uncondi- 
t io n a ly  accepted »the agreement. 
The com pany refused.”

G O V E R N M E N T  - , ;
S T R IK E B R E A K IN G

Did the OPM then force the com­
pany to  agree? N o t a t a ll. On the 
con tra ry, a lt the moves of the 
OPM and the other government 
agencies thereafter were directed 
A G A IN S T  T H E  UN IO N!

W hy? Because p riva te  property  
is sacred to  th is  government, an il 
i t  would never move against the 
bosses. B u t against unions, i t

would move —  w drkers ’ r ig h ts  
don't w eight in- the scales against 
p riva te  property  under th is  gov­
ernment-.

F ir s t  came the th rea t o f M arch 
21: a W arn ing th a t the W ar and' 
Navy Departments were “ serious­
ly  considering”  tak in g  over the 
plant; To punish the company? 
By no means. The company 
would receive, tinde r the laws, 
fu l l  rem uneration fo r the use of 
its  p lant.

B u t the w orkers would be pun­
ished. W ork, said a governm ent 
spokesman, "w ou ld  be carried- fo r­
ward w ith  w orkers taken from  
civil- service lis ts .”  (N-. Y. Timex, 
M arch 22), The workers in  the 
p lan t would: lose- th e ir  jobs!

T ha t th rea t d idn ’t, w ork, W here­
upon i t  was decided th a t the A l- 
lis-Ohalmers s tr ik e  would he used 
t j  make the unprecedented move 
of a government order to the s t r ik ­
ers to re tu rn  to w ork . I t  was a 
bold scheme. I f  i t  worked, the 
back o f the present s tr ik e  wave 
would be broken.

K N O X -K N U D S E N ’S ORDER
The stage was care fu lly  set fo r 

the move. Roosevelt was conve­
n ie n tly  o ff on h is yacht. OPM Co- 
D irecto r Sidney H illm a n  was 
equally conven iently o f f  in  F lo r­
ida- on a "vaca tion .”

Then on Wednesday, M arch 26-, 
the telegram was sent, signed by 
OPM D irecto r Knudsen and Navy 

Secretary Knox, te ll in g  the com­
pany: “ We m ust ask you to not­
ify  you r en tire  force to report fo r 
w ork .”  And a- copy to the union, 
adding: “ We expect your fu l l  co­
operation in  c a rry in g  ou t t ile  
above program .”

The Associated Press story to 
the- na tion ’s press described the 
telegram as " v ir tu a lly  o rdering  
the- company and its  employees 
to resume production im m ediate­
ly .”  The m ain headline of the 
New Y ork  Times read: “ K nox and- 
Knudsen Order Reopening A t 
’¿nee o f Allis-Chalm 'ers P lant? ’ '

Thursday m orn ing  the W ar De­
partm ent held a press conference, 
at w h ich  Secretary Stimson and 

Under-Secretary Patterson were 
present, and both endorsed the 
Knox-Knudsen telegram.

Thus the W ar, Navy and OPM 
div is ions of the governm ent —  tile  
mo<=t powerfu l sections o f the war

Vanadium Strikers 
Accept Mediation 
Board Proposal

B R ID G E V IL L E . Pa., M arch 
31— The s tr ik e  o f the 400 
w orkers o f the Vanadium  C or­
po ra tion  here, which has been 
in  progress since February 
10, ended today w ith  an agree­
m ent to  place the issue o f the 
s tr ik e  before the N a tiona l 
M ed ia tion  Board, on the con­
d itio n  th a t  the  company take 
back a ll s tr ike rs , inc lud ing  the- 
s ix  members o f the s tr ik e  com­
m ittee, whom the  company had 
sw orn i t  would never reh ire . 
The h ir in g  o f s ix  non-union 
guards, w h ich p rec ip ita ted the 
s trike , w il l be sub ject to  fu r ­
the r consideration th rough  the 
Mediation- Board.

F u rth e r deta ils  are no t ye t 
available.

machine —  jo ined in  the order to 
the A llis-Chalm ers s trike rs .

The M ilw aukee Jou rna l came 
out Thursday m orn ing  w ith  a 
headline-: “ Company Acts Upon
Order of U. S. O ffic ia ls: F irm
P repares 'fo r F u ll Resum ption on 
F rid a y ; Calls 7,800 W orkers To 
R e tu rn  Tom orrow .”  Each s tr ik  
er received th a t m orn ing  an in d i­
v idua l telegram  from  the compa­
ny tha t. “ In  compliance w ith  the 
U n ited States government's w ires 
to us and to the un ion  we are 
n o tify in g  you and our en tire  force 
to report fo r  w o rk  on your reg­
u la r s h ift  F r id a y  . . . ”

P O L IC E  FORCES R E A D Y
The forces o f " la w  and order” 

were m obilized to help open the 
p lant. W ill ia m  W atson, Sr., A llis- 
Chalmers vice-president, notified 
C hief of Police Thomas Kaste llo 
of West A ll is  tha t Thursday m orn­
ing  th a t the company “ w i l l  expect 
ample pro tection .”  K aste llo  not 
on ly  promised tha t the 41 mem­
bers of h is force would be on du­
ty  " to  protect workers entering 
the p lan t,”  but also asked M il­
waukee County S h e riff Joseph 
’Skinners fo r  reinforcem ents.

S liinners in  tu rn  rep lied that 
h is departm ent was "ready  to 
handle any s itua tion  th a t may 
arise in  the enforcement o f the 
law,”  and added, tha t in  add ition  
to h is regu lar s ta ff o f 100 depu­
ties, he was checking c iv i l serv­
ice lis ts  fo r  possible appointees 
as special deputies.

Governor I ie i l  m eanwhile took 
the cue from  W ashington and an

The Negro And The U. S. Army
Once again the colored people o f America- are 

be ing exhorted to  jo in  the  “ w a r fo r  democracy.”  
Once aga in  the re  are N egro  "leaders”  who, lik e  
th e  Judas Goats th a t lead ca ttle  to  the  s laughter, 
are te ll in g  th e ir  people th a t support o f the w a r 
w i l l  lead to  be tte r trea tm e n t’ o f the N egro  a t 
home. Once again— fo r  a ll th is  happened in  1917- 
18. W h a t the  promises o f w h ite  ru le rs  and Negro 
“ leaders”  are w o rth  can be judged by reading 
these artic les  on the N egro ’s experiences d u rin g  
the la s t w ar.— ED ITO R S

*  *  *

By E U G E N E  V A R L IN  

C hris tian  C harity  and the Negro 
Soldiers

. Y. M. C. A. secretaries often refused to serve 
the Negro soldiers. The 10,000 Negro soldiers en­
camped a t Camp Greene in  Charlo tte , N o rth  Caro­
lina , were no t perm itted  to use the five *Y* b u ild ­
ings there, save to purchase stamps and paper. 
“ T h is  b u ild in g  is  fo r  w h ite  men on ly ”  read a 
s ign  over one b u ild in g ; a table was placed ou t­
side the b u ild in g  where the colored men could 
w r ite  th e ir  le tters.

O ften there were signs on Y. M. C. A. hu ts 
read ing “ No Negroes A llo w e d :”  and-often services 
to  the colored soldiers would be refused even 
when there were no such signs. On the boats 
home, the Y. M. C. A . secretaries often d isc rim in ­
ated against the Negroes. "One secretary in  
charge o f a pa rty  sa ilin g  from  Bordeaux a ttem pt­
ed to  pu t a ll the colored men in  the steerage. 
They rebelled and le ft  the ship, whereupon a r­
rangements were made to give them  the same 
accommodations as the others.”

C. H . W illia m s  w ro te  th a t " . . .  A most ca re fu l 
in ves tiga tion  indicates th a t gome (Y. M.- C. A.) 
secretaries resorted to d isc rim in a tio n  and segre­
ga tion  more than the men in  any other organiza­
tio n  and even m ore than the a rm y w ith  its  m ili- ' 
tg ry  caste.”  And tha t was going some! "Some­
tim es,”  he added, “ such an a ttitu d e  was assumed 
even by m in is te rs  o f the gospel.”

There were tim es, however, when the po licy  
o f segregation was dictated to Y. M. C. A. secre­
ta ries  by the a rm y  officers. In  May, 1919, fo r  
instance, Colonel Doane o f the Sendee o f Supplies 
troops a t Remacourt, issued th is  order: “ There
are tw o  Y. M. C. A .’s; one near the camp, fe r

w h ite  troops, and one in  town, fo r  t ile  colored 
troops. A l l  men w i l l  be ordered to patronize th e ir  
own ‘Y ’.”

In  the Red Cross, the ac tiv itie s  of- the- Negro 
women were considerably curta iled . They could ̂ 
not engage in  canteen w ork  in  whole sections of 
the country . Not on ly  th is , bu t no colored Red 
Cross nurses' were sent abroad despite the pro­
tests of the Negro press, p u lp it  and organizations. 
When E m m ett J. Scott as an o ffic ia l o f the W ar 
Departm ent investigated the s itua tion , he was 
given the run-around by the Surgeon General and 
the Red Cross, each p lac ing the blame fo r the 
s itu a tio n  on the other, ne ithe r anxious to do very  
much about it .  Du Bois w ro te th a t the few Ne­
groes who “ came to  Red Cross hosp ita ls  were, 
w ith  a fe w  exceptions; n o t o n ly  ‘J im -C row ed’ But' 
officers were pu t in  wards w ith  th e ir  men.”  An 
in te res tin g  com m entary on the m edical trea tm ent 
received by the Negro soldiers d u rin g  the war, 
is the fac t th a t 8,350 o f the 9.558 Negro deaths 
resulted from  diseases.

The Negro Soldiers R e tu rn
The Negroes had been deluded by th e ir  leaders 

in to  accepting the slogans o f W ilson. They had 
been to ld  th a t as a  resu lt o f th e ir  uncom pla in ing  
sacrifices d u rin g  the war, “ a fte r the w a r”  the 

-program of W ilson would become a re a lity . T y le r, 
t iie  governm ent’s o ffic ia l Negro' reporter in  
France, reported the cries of jo y  o f the nfen when 
the A rm is tice  was signed:

"W e done signed another Em ancipation Proc­
la m a tio n !”

“ T ha t ‘New Freedom' m ust come j— we have 
won it . ”

“ We came to France and won a m an’s chance!”
Foreshadowing the new blows' in  store fo r 

them, on ly  the A m erican Negroes, of a l l1 the A llie d  
contingents, were no t pe rm itte d  to  pa rtic ipa te  in  
the v ic to ry  parade a t Paris.

T ile  w ar was over —  b u t not fo r  the Negroes. 
In  France and1 in  the’ U n ited States, they Were 
detained in  the armed forces out of a ll propor­
t io n  to th e ir  number. We have noted the b itte r ­
ness fe lt  by the  Negro' Cemetery-builders kept 
overseas. The same s itu a tio n  prevailed in  the 
U n ited States. A  D irec to r Of Colored W ork  des­
cribed the sentim ent of the Negroes a t Newport 
News in - th e  fo llo w in g  fash ion:

“ ...They resent being kep t in  the A rm y  fo r  
the purpose o f doing a ll k inds o f m enial w o rk  
every day o f the  week fo r  the good o f th is  sec­
t io n  o f the country, which they hate- w ith  a ho ly  
hate. They say th a t the  w ar is over and why 
should they be kep t a t w o rk  on som eth ing th a t 
does no t p e rta in  to  war... The low  m ora le  is 
som eth ing a p pa lling ; the  men hang around in 
groups brooding and g rum b ling . They are be­
g in n in g  to  look- on the un ifo rm s as emblems o f 
s lavery. You can read ily  see where th is  condi­
t io n  o f m ind is lead ing to. I t  s tr ikes  me th a t 
seeds o f anarchy are being planted... There is 
bu t one- remedy and th a t is to  dem obilize them .”

O nly th e ir  colored brothers greeted the re tu rn ­
in g  Negro soldiers. “  . . . The black soldiers- have 
re turned unnoticed,”  w ro te tile  N ation  o ff June 
14, 1919', "w h ile  the streets have been beflagged 
and whole' cities- turned upside down to greet th e ir  
w h ite  brothersdn-arm s.”

False stories were spread about- the cowardice 
• o f the Negro combat troops. The m yth  of “ Ras- 
tus always- ‘hot fo o tin ’ i t ’ to  the rea r”  arose at 
th is  tim e. -Even the Negro labor regim ents re­
turned unpraised. «Scott said: “ There were . . . 
a few  na rrow  and pre judiced w h ites be lieving 
th a t an y th in g  was good enough fo r the Negroes. 
There were also a good m any men of color, and- 
especially m in is te rs  and the like , who m ainta ined 
an a ttitud e  o f apathy tow ard these m en re tu rn in g  
from  the w ar.”  These Negro "m in is te rs  and the 
lik e ”  had been successful in  dragooning th e ir  peo-, 
pie in to  support o f the w a r; they had idealized 
the Negro soldiers as “ crusaders fo r democracy.”  
Now they were “ apathetic”  and ready to le t the 
re tu rn in g  men s h ift  fo r themselves.

A fra id  th a t the Negroes would not rem ain so 
p a tie n tly  submissive as before the war, the Bour­
bon South rev ived the K u  K lu x  K la n  and in  th is  
period i t  reached its  greatest Strength since Re­
construction  days.. A  wave o f lyn ch in g  swept the 
South. Scott w ro te  th a t 100.000 Negro soldiers 
had decided to move N o rth  ra th e r than to endure 
th e ir  old bondage any longer. B u t “ the N o rth  
too has no t been found a paradise fo r  the re tu rn ­
in g  Negro sold iers”  . . . .

In  P ittsbu rgh  the w h ites posted th rea ten ing 
signs on' the  doors o f the colored people declar­
in g  th a t  the w a r was o v e r and Negroes m us t stay 
in  th e ir  place. Chicago became the scene

o f a race r io t  between Negroes and whites 
who bore i t  grievously  tha t th e ir  com m unity  “ is 
being invaded by an increasing num ber of blacks.’ 
The w a r was over and i t  was d iff ic u lt  to find jobs 
e ffo rts  were made to procure them  fo r  the de 
m obilized wh ites “ but the Negro soldiers exper 
ience d ifficu ltie s  in  find ing  a free op po rtu n ity  tc 
live  in  th is  cou n try  fo r  w h ich  they so nobly 
fo u g h t.’’ These admissions are p a r tic u la r ly  im ­
p o rta n t since i t  was S cott’s jo b  in  the  W a r De­
p a rtm e n t to  line  up the  Negroes fo r  the w ar.

T h is  was the aw fu l letdown. The Negro peo 
pie had been deceived by th e ir  leaders; the white 
bosses were as f irm ly  entrenched as ever before 
Even the sm allest hopes o f the Negroes had been 
frus tra ted . They were not even pe rm itted  to vot< 
fo r  President in  the “ solid South." W hat w ou li 
th e ir  reactions be?» W hat was th e ir  s p ir it?  The 
lib e ra l N ation  h o rrifie d ly  described one answer

“ A  b itte r  one. D r. W . E . B Du Bois in a most 
dangerous and m istaken a rtic le  in  the  C ris is  de­
clares th a t they came back F IG H T IN G  fo r  th e ir 
r ig h ts  and th a t they w il l  continue to ba ttle  fo r 
them . He and others e x u lt th a t there are now 
100.000 black Am ericans tra in ed  to  arm s. The 
new K u  K lu x , they say. w i l l  no t find the  Negroes 
cowed as were the  freedm en o f 1865-70; they w il l  
find men ready to  die fo r  th e ir  libe rtie s  and to 
p ro tect th e ir  fam ilies . T h is  is the counsel o f mad­
ness. I t  leads nowhere b u t to  bloodshed w ith o u t 
resu lt. I t  th rea tens to  make a shambles o f the 
South. I t - is  c rea ting  the m ost ominous s itua tion  
since the  carpet-bagger days— and every one o f 
the  lynch ings reported from  the South bu t adds 
fu e l to  the flam es. The voices o f the moderates 
on both sides are no longer- heeded; the roa r o f 
the mob rises h igher and h ighe r.”

Then, as now, the N ation  and the other libera ls  
counseled support of the wars o f the im p e ria lis t 
masters and condemned the lib e ra tin g  struggles 
o f the slaves.

B u t Du Bois was correct. Then, as now, the 
road out fo r  the Negro masses is s trugg le —  jo in t 
s trugg le w ith  the w h ite  p ro le ta ria t against th e ir 
common enemy, the cap ita lis t master class.

*  *  *

T h is  is  the seventh and fina l a rtic le  in  th is  
series. In  revised fo rm  they w ill be issued as a 
pam phlet by The N a tion a l N egro*D epartm ent o f 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

nouneed: “ I  can assure the peo­
ple of W est A ll is  and M ilwaukee 
County th a t we are going, to pre­
serve order.”

S T R IK E R S  S T A N D  F IR M
B ut the s tr ik e rs  stood th e ir 

ground. Im m ed ia te ly  upon- receipt 
of the Knox-Knudsen telegram  the 
leaders ol' Local 248 of the UAW  
CIO called a mass m eeting on. a 
lo t near the p lan t and declared 
th a t no man w ould  go back to 
w ork. Twelve un ion men who- had 
been pe rm itted  by the un ion to 
continue to w o rk  in  the shipp ing 
room, in  re tu rn  fo r a company 
pledge no t to t r y  to reca ll w o rk­
ers u n t il t iie  s tr ik e  was over, 
were called ou t o f the p lan t, fo r 
the company te legram  was a- clear 
v io la tio n  o f the agreement. A mass 
m eeting was called o f a ll A llis - 
Chalmers w orkers  fo r  Saturday.

Before (he m eeting was held, 
i t  was a foregone conclusion how 
the w orkers would vote —  against 

¡re turn  to w o rk . The s tr ik e  had 
been so effective th a t the com­
pany had no t dared to t r y  to oper­
ate.

Just the day before the Knox- 
Knudsen telegram  a “ back to 
w o rk ”  parade was supposed to- 
m arch past t iie  strikebound plant. 
I t  had been announced in  an un­
signed le tte r  sent to strikers-. B ut 
nobody turned up except UAW - 
CIO m e n 'to  see w hat would hap­
pen. Governm ent te legram  or 
what-not. the w orkers had the 
p lan t tied up, and they would 
stand th e ir  ground.

F ortuna te ly , too. the in te rna ­
tio n a l o ffic ia ls  o f the UWA-CIO 
realized th a t the life  o f the un­
ion  was a t stake and. in  a state­
ment issued from  the U A W  region­
al office in  M ilwaukee, backed the 
s trike rs .

M U R R A Y ’S T E L E G R A M
And. a few hours la te r, came 

CIO head P h ilip  M urra y 's  te le­
gram to Knudsen, dem anding to 
know  "B y  w ha t power are you 
and Secretary K nox authorized to 
issue u ltim a tu m  . . . ” . M urray  
concluded by asking K nox and 
Knudsen the one question they 
won’t  answer:

“ W hy do you no t in s is t upon
com pliance (by  the  com pany)'1''
w ith  you r o r ig in a l p roposa l? ’*-

A pparently , Knudsen and the 
others had po t expected united 
resistance by the CIO leadership 
“ Defense o ffic ia ls ,”  reported Louie 
S tark  in  the N. Y. Times, F riday 
March 28, "w ere taken aback by 
the vehemence o f M r; M urray 's  
challenge:”  K nox and Knudsen, i r  
th e ir  rep ly  to M urray, said: “ You 
were fa m ilia r  w ith  our proposal 
to issue an appeal to t iie  workers 
to re tu rn  and negotiate w h ile  the 
p lan t was in  operation.”  Appar­
e n tly  they though t M u rra y  was 
to p lay  ba ll w ith  them.

Faced by the un ited resistance 
o f the s trike rs , th e ir  in te rna tiona l 
un ion and the na tiona l CIO, the 
governm ent offic ia ls  decided to re­
treat.

Despite the p la in  language of

th e ir  telegraphed- order ol' the  day 
before, and tiie  press fiescrip tion  
of i t  as an order, they now bland-- 
ly  declared to M u rra y : “ C ontra ry  
to your statem ent, we issued' no 
“ u ltim a tu m ’ in  connection w ith  
the reopening of the p lan t. We 
did  appeal to the pa trio tism  arid 
lo ya lty  of the men am i the com­
pany . . . ”  Needless to  say, they 
did  no t answer M u rra y ’s conclud­
in g  question.

Instead, K nox and Knudsen dis­
honestly tr ie d  to s h ift  th e ir  
ground. Wednesday's telegraphed 
order had to ld the s tr ike rs  to go 
back to  w o rk  so le ly on the 
ground of “ v ita l ly  needed defense' 
orders w ith o u t delay.”  Thursday, 
however, K nox and Knudsen said': 
"T he  fina l decision to  ask the 
p lan t to open came a fte r the fac t 
was established (ha t (lie  o rig ina l' 
s tr ik e  vole was obtained by fra u ­
du lent means. To continue th8 
s tr ik e  in  v iew  o f th is  . . . would 
seem e n tire ly  unreasonable,”

M E E T IN G  R E F U T E S  L IE
The complete answer to ICnox. 

and Knudsen came Saturday w lien  
the- s tr ike rs  f ille d  the State fa ir  
grounds, five m iles west o f the: 
s truck  p lan t.

Even the New Y o rk  Times 
(M arch 30) had to repo rt: “ More 
than- 5,000 U A W  w orkers a ff il ia t­
ed w ith  the CIO voted today a t 
a mass meeting- to persist w ith  
th e ir  s tr ik e  a t the  A llis-Chalm ers 
Company p lan t, hooting  down the 
appeals o f governm ent offic ia ls . . .  
The company reported th a t more 
than 2,000 o ther w orkers had ig ­
nored the th rea ts of the union...”  

There are p len ty  o f lies in  these 
few sentences from  the Times, bu t 
we’l l  sk ip  tha t. T iie  m a in  th in g  
is t iie  admission, by the Times 
and t iie  company itse lf, th a t the 
overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f the 7,- 
500 men at the. p lan t are fo r th e ' 
m io n  and fo r t iie  s trike . K nox and 
Knudsen lied when they implied-' 
th a t the un ion doesn't have- a- rea l 
m a jo r ity  o f the w orkers in  the 
plant. ,

T h a t great m eeting o f , s tr ike rs  
adopted a reso lu tion w h ich  said, 
in  pa rt:

“ Be i t  fu r th e r  resolved th a t 
Knudsen and K nox be con­
demned fo r  th e ir  conspiracy 
w ith  company o ffic ia ls  to  t r y  
and force a governm ent-spon­
sored back to  w o rk  movem ent 
w ith  a il the high-handed tac­
tics  th a t were used by M r. 
Knudsew as the  head o f Gen­
era l M otors C orpora tion  to  
w reck the union, and

“ Be i t  fu r th e r  resolved th a t 
we hereby in s tru c t ou r un ion 
o ffice rs to  make i t  c lear to  a ll 
the  company o ffic ia ls , govern­
m ent o ffic ia ls  and the  press 
th a t th is  local un ion w il l  no t 
be used as any guinea p ig  ex­
pe rim en t fo r  se ttlem ent o f th is  
s tr ike , th a t we w a n t before we 
re tu rn  to  w o rk  exac tly  w ha t 
the governm ent has prom ised 
us, and th a t we w il l  no t re tu rn  
to  w o rk  before.”

T W U  Girds For 
Subway Fight
$100,000 Fighting Fund Received By Union; 
La Guardia Hiring 271 Cops As "Guards"

The International Executive Board of the Transport Work­
ers Union of America (CIO) has set aside a special $100,000 
fund to aid the New York local in its fight against the attempt 
of jViayor La Guardia to re-establish the open-shop on the city- 
owned systems when the present union closed-shop contract ter­
minates on June 30. — •

That every penny, and more, o f this fund w ill be needed by
the New Y ork  local is  indicated
by the la test move o f the c ity  ad­
m in is tra tio n  in  the preparation of 
ts union' busting  plans.

The Board of T ransporta tion  
last week began a complete “ re­
organ ization”  o f the subway 
guards on the E M T and IR T  sys­
tems on A p r i l 1. T h is  “ reorgan­
iza tion ” ' w i l l  replace a ll bu t 69 of 
the present 204 guards by men 
taken from  the reg u la r police e li­
gible lis t,  and the add ition  o f 135 
more police from  the same lis t.

The subway guards who are be­
in g  replaced are members o f the 
TW U.

Jng the toughest f ig h t of its  h is ­
to ry . In  the  propaganda barrage 
o f the boss press d u rin g  the rec­
ent bus- s tr ik e  was fa in t ly  m ir ­
rored the  s tr ikeb rea k ing  fu ry  
which w il l  be unloosed on the sub­
way w orkers in  the next three 
months.

The TW U  can w in  th is  figh t, 
however, i f  i t  re ta ins the support 
of the New Y o rk  w o rk in g  popula­
tion ; The ch ie f problem of the 
un ion now, as d u rin g  the bus 
strik«» is to counteract the con­
fus ing  and pow erfu l in fluence of 
the boss propaganda.

T h is  move can he in te rpre ted 
on ly  as a brazen expression of 
La G uard ia ’s in te n tio n  to smash 
the un ion on the subways by every 
means a t h is command, in c lud in g  
police in tim id a tio n  and violence.

I t  is  clear th a t the TW U  is fac-

I t  is  essential tha t the TW U  
launch a c ity - w ide p u b lic ity  cam­
paign to acquaint thq w orkers and 
the trade un ion is ts  o l the en tire  
m etropo litan  area w ith  the day 
to1 day developments in  the sub­
w ay fight.

PROGRESS MFG. 
ON STRIKE IN 
PHILADELPHIA
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Steel Workers Organizing Committee Licks Bethlehem
SWOC Keeps 
Brill Phila. 
Shops Shut

P H IL A D E L P H IA , M arch 28 —  
The s tr ik e  of 1500 production 
workers at the J. G. B r i l l  com­
pany here, w o rld ’s largest manu­
fac tu re r o f street^ cars, is con ti­
nu ing as the Steel W orkers Or­
ganiz ing Committee (C IO ) yester­
day rejected the company’s coun­
ter-o ffe r o f a five cent an hour 
"bonus" increase. T h is  "bonus,”  
intended as a speedup device to 
get more production out o f the 

the m ain business street,' heads workers, would be paid on ly 
up New Street tow ard South Beth- j m onth ly, according to the com- 
lehem ; across the Lehigh R iver, | pany.
tow ard Steel Town where the I A m eeting of the s tr ike rs  un- 
Bethlehem plants spraw l five m iles an im ously turned down the com-

By A R T  PREIS  
(Continued from  page 1)

to the w orld  in  general, "B e th le ­
hem a in 't  never seen a crowd th is  
b ig  before.”  And tu rn in g  to me, 
lie  shouts: (’W rite  i t  in  your pa­
per, Shorty, te ll 'en\  ̂ w hat k ind 
of un ion us Bethlehem fellows 
have got here a t last.”

The parade tu rns  o ff Broad,

along the south r iv e r bank: to­
w ard  the smolte-blackened worn 
wooden and c rum b lin g  b r ic k  
houses w hich are home to many 
o f the steel workers.

We are m arch ing up -h ill now. 
The head o f the line  appears six 
blocks in  the distance, r is in g  over 
the crest of the com pany’s to ll 
bridge, w ith  its  sign “ One Cent 
fo r  Pedestrians, Three Cents fo r 
M otor Vehicles.”

S Y M B O L OF D E F IA N C E
Day in  and day out the w o rk ­

ers who have entered the realm 
o f Bethlehem Steel over th is  l i t ­
t le  bridge have given th e ir  o ffe r­
ings to the power and greed of 
the corporation. M illio n s  o f pen­
nies have paid fo r  the bridge ten 
tim es over.

No pennies today! Over the 
bridge the parade ro lls  in a solid 
stream . Ten thousand marchers 
and no t one penny. "L e t 'em t ry  
and collect th e ir  goddam penny 
to d a y !”  A symbol of in d u s tr ia l 
servitude is ground in to  dust un ­
der 20,000 feet crossing a small 
bridge.

A ll along the way we pass thou­
sands of workers, th e ir  w ives and 
sweethearts, cheering, y e llin g  
greetings, sm iles and joy  every­
where. A lm ost everyone on the 
sidewalks has an SWOC pin, an 
"SWOC P icke t”  s lip  in  bold le t­
ters, a "Jo in  the U n ion ”  s ticke r 
p ro ud ly  displayed on ha t or-coat.

A ll tra ffic  is halted. Hundreds 
o f cars, packed t ig h t w ith  s t r ik ­
ers and th e ir .fr ie n d s  and fam ilies, 
are wedged along the curbs bum ­
per to bumper.

S IL E N T  FA C TO R IE S
As we go over the bridge there 

is, a sudden quiet. “ Feel tha t? ”  
“ W hat?”  I  ask in tu rn . "T he re ’s 
no v ib ra tions. I t ’s the f irs t  tim e 
when I  d idn ’t  feel the v ib ra tio ns  
from  the works. I f  those plants 
were operating, you could feel the 
v ib ra tio ns  a ll through you. Now
you know w hat b------- s------  the
company and the Globe-Times 
have been p u ttin g  ou t about 80 
and 85 per cent of the men w o rk­
in g  d u rin g  the s tr ike .”

A  head in  fron t of me je rks  
sideways and upwards. A  huge 
fis t waves high in  the a ir . "H ide  
you ra ts , you d ir ty  scabs! Go on, 
h ide ! We can sm ell from  he re !"

I  look where the fist is pointed.
I  see three pa irs  o f eyes, wide- 
open, scared, s ta rin g  over a th ird  
f lo o r  w indow  ledge of a p lant 
bu ild in g . “ I t ' l l  be a  m iserable 
th in g  fo r those scabs when th is  
bunch gets back in  the p lan t,”  a 
short, middle-aged H ungarian 
w o rke r says, a lm ost in  ha lf-p ity . 
A no the r m archer answer w ith  a 
loud b u rb lin g  lip-sound, scorn fu l 
and merciless.

T O W N  IS SWOC
The tro lleys  are ha lted on the 

tracks. They are pasted over w ith  
stickers, "Jo in  the SWOC.”  From  
every w indow  and doorway the 
m archers are cheered and greeted. 
A l l  one can see is “ SWOC”  -but­
tons, stickers, banners, p icke t 
tags. The whole town has lite ra lly  
become SWOC. F o r over 12 m iles 
the parade wends through the. 
town, past t ho leng th of the plant, 
and then returns.

T h is  is the v ind ica tion  o f the 
s trike , th is  is the  m om ent of 
tr ium p h .
The w orkers had le ft  the plants 

on Monday n igh t, the s ta rt o f the 
s tr ike , tense, uncerta in , n o t too 
sure o f th e ir  power. B u t now 
they know.

They have smashed the B eth le­
hem m yth . “ Bethlehem p la n t in  
Bethlehem w il l  never he organ­
ized,”  they had been to ld . “ I t ’s 
the heart o f tbo corpora tion. I t ’s 
lieeu a company tow n fo r 50 years, 
and i t ' l l  bo a company tow n fo r  
the  next 50. Grace w ill never

pany’s "o ffe r,”  and voted to stand 
pat fo r  an- e igh t cent an hour in ­
crease over the present m in im um  
fo r unskilled  labor w h ich  is 50 
cents an hour.

The un ion has advised the com­
pany th a t i t  would extend the 
s tr ik e  to p lan t firemen, office 

! workers and maintenance help if  
the company refuses to comply 

. w ith  the un ion ’s demands by th is  
Monday. The un ion offic ia ls have 
also indicated tha t a mass picket, 
lin e  w i l l  be th row n  about the 
p lant, especially in  view  o f the 
rum or tha t the company intends 
to a ttem pt to s ta rt a back-to-work 
movement w ith  strikebreakers.

Wages fo r sk illed  w orkers in 
the B r i l l  p lant are fa r  below the 
un ion scale. Toolmakers, fo r  ex­
ample, who receive $1.30 an hour 
in  o ther siiops,' get on ly  90 cents 
at B r il l.

The s tr ik e  has been in  progress 
since M arch 10.

yie ld  to  a un ion in  th is  tow n.”
B ut^G race has.

The company un ion, the “ Em ­
ployes’ Representation P lan,” 
whose attem pt to- hold a plant 
e la t io n  precip ita ted the strike , 
has been licked. I  saw steel w o rk ­
ers th is  m orn ing  lined up in  hun­
dreds. in the lobby o f the meet­
in g  h a ll and a ll down the sta irs, 
w a itin g  to sign up w ith  the 
SWOC. Thousands of those who 
had held out, fr ie n d ly  bu t w a it­
in g  to see i f  the SWOC could pu ll 
the tr ic k , are now jo in in g  up.

S E T T L E M E N T  TE R M S
In  add ition  to stopping the com­

pany from  recognizing the com­
pany union as sole barga in ing 
agency fo r the workers, the com­
pany has granted recogn ition  to 
the SWOC fo r the firs t tim e, ex­
plained John R iffe , SWOC reg ion­
al d irector, a t the m eeting p r io r  
to the v ic to ry  parade. The union 
w il l  be able lo  post its  bu lle tins 
in  the plant. A regu la r grievance 
m ach inery w i l l  be established, 
whereby the un ion men w i l l  be 
able to deal w ith  the foremen and 
supervisors in  the departments, 
a ll (lie way up the line  to the 
company heads themselves.

The company union can no long­
er c la im  to represent the workers. 
T lie  SWOC has been granted the 
rig h t to bargain fo r its  own mem­
bers. and th a t w i l l  undoubtedly 
include 99 per cent o f the w o rk ­
ers a fte r th is.

A ll the s tr ike rs  are to re tu rn  
to th e ir  jobs w ith o u t any d is c r i­
m ination . the SWOC com m ittee 
having balked the e ffo rts  o f the 

exclude arrested 
the term s of the

company to 
-.trikers from  
agreement.

W ORKERS K N O W  F IG H T  
S T IL L  L IE S  A H E A D

The demand, fo rm ula ted a fte r 
the, s tr ik e  was already on, that 
the company union be disbanded, 
remains unsolved. The N LR B  elec­
tion  to determ ine sole collective 
ba rga in ing rig h ts  is to aw ait out- 
:ome o f the company’s court -ap­

peal against tbo N LR B  decision, 
which 19 -months ago ordered the 
company to disband the company 
union. T h is  may he a huge s t l im it  
'in g  block to the SWOC, in  the 
lays ahead, and every w orker 
knows it.

The workers here have few i l ­
lusions about what it. w i l l  take 
>n th e ir  p a rt to enforce the term s 
of even th is  lim ite d  agreement.

A t th is  m orn ing 's mass meet­
ing, when the term s were voted 
on. members o f the local s tr ik e  
com m ittee stressed th e ir  d is trust 
o f- th e  company and advised the 
workers to ca rry  on. th e ir  organ­
iza tion d rive  in the p la n t w ith  re­
doubled v ig o r and crack down 
hard  on every single instance of 
the company’s re fusa l to deal w ith

the un ion according to the term s 
of the agreement.

"W e m ust back up the con­
tra c t w ith  s trong  pressure on 
the  job,”  one speaker advised. 
“ We know the company w ill 
use every device to  evade the  
con tract.”
A nother brought resounding 

cheers when he urged: ,
“ L e t’s go back in to  the plants 

w ith  our chins ont. And when the 
first damn boss steps on our toes, 
w e 'll have to step back tw ice  as 
hard. As fo r the men who haven’t 
signed up in  the un ion yet, a ll 
I can say is, i f  anybody won’t 
jo in  up the nice way then we’ il 
have to, use more persuasive 
ways.”

One com m ittee speaker summed 
up the fee lings of the ran k  and 
file in  a ve ry  picturesque fash ion:

“ B ro thers” , he said, “ We
t

have witnessed a m arriage  to ­
day. Bethlehem Steel has jn s t 
m arried the SWOC. B u t i t  
wasn’t  a case o f love a t f ir s t  
s igh t. T h is  was m ore in  the 
na ture o f a shot-gun wedding. 
Now we have a m arriage  l ic ­
ense, which is th is  agreem ent 

— and a shot-gun. And, brothers, 
we’d b e tte r hold on to  both oT 
them .”

STORY OF T H E  S T R IK E
On Monday n igh t, when the 

workers f irs t pu lled out, there 
was no disorder o r violence. The 
workers massed in  thousands 
around the p lant, w ith  th e ir  wives, 
sweethearts and ch ild ren  out to 
support them. No one was h u rt. 
There were no scabs com ing in, 
except the few hundred who had 
remained in  the p lan t a fte r the 
n ig h t s h ift  walked out.

(These scabs had a tough tim e  
as some of them adm itted la te r 
They were compelled to w ork  a 
16 hour s h ift  to keep noisy ma­
ch ine ry  going to make an im pres­
sion, live  fo r two days on sand 
vyiches and m uddy coffee, sleep 
on benches. By Thursday n igh t 
the ambulance was clang ing in 
and out o!' the ,ma’n p lan t gate 
alm ost continuously, hau ling  
away the scabs who had collapsed).

The company, aided by the c ity 
and county offic ia ls who are in 
its  d irect o r in d ire c t pay, im nie 
d ia te ly  wanted t6 b r in g  in state 
police. Six hours a fte r the s trike  
started, and when there had been 
not a single instance o f disorder 
County S h e riff N ickel appealed to 
Governor James fo r state troopers.

P O LIC E  P R O VO C ATIO N
The pre text fo r b r in g in g  in  the 

Pennsylvania “ Cossacks”  —  the 
on ly  name the w orkers have fo r 
these governm ent strikebreakers 
Z -  was m anufactured Tuesday 
m orning.

A car w ith  a company cop i r  
p la in  clothes drove up to the main 
gate where several hundred s tr ik  
ers were p icke ting . The s tr ik e rs  
were in  high sp irits . They halted 
the car, tipped i t  over, and made 
the cop get out. He wasn't h u rt 
the car was righ ted  w ith o u t any 
damage, and he was perm itted tc 
get back in  the car and drive 
in to  the plant.

Several c ity  police scout cars 
im m edia te ly began to circle 
around the pickets. W ithou t a 
word of w a rn in g  a tear gas shell 
was fired po in t b lank at a group 
o f s trike rs , b lin d in g  five of them 
Another shell was fired. In  self- 
defense the workers fought o ff 
th is  unprovoked assault.

When the police continued th e ir  
provocative tactics, the workers 
continued to defend themselves. 
By n ig h tfa ll the police were rou t­
ed .T h e  company and c ity  offic ia ls 
yelled fo r state cops.

D u rin g  the course o f the day. 
several hundred scab cars in  the 
na rk ing  lots around the p lan t had 
been overturned and generally "re ­
novated.”  A  dozen o r so were 
tossed o ff the M ins i T ra il bridge 
in to  the, "M ud Hole.”  N e ithe r the 
company nor the police have been 
able to b rin g  fo rth  any evidence 
tha t th is  was the w ork  o f the 
s trike rs . In  fact, the s tr ike rs  have 
charged the company w ith  organ­
iz ing  the dam aging of these cars 
as a fu r th e r excuse fo r James' 
sending in  the state cops.

G O V E R N M E N T
S T R IK E B R E A K E R S

About 8:39 P.M. Tuesday came 
a dastard ly attem pt by the state 
to break the m orale o f the s t r ik ­
ers.

Most of the active s tr ike rs  
were a t a mass m eeting of the 
union a t the Beth-Alien Casino 
several m iles from  the p laut. The 
union could no t get a. m eeting 
place in South Bethlehem because 
the company holds options on a ll 
the m eeting halls. There were 
about 1,000 people m illin g  around 
the area before the m ain gate.

California Auto Pickets

Mass p icke ting  a t the Oakland, C a lifo rn ia  p la n t o f General 
M otors where the U n ited A utom obile  W orkers U n ion (C IO ) are 
s tr ik in g  aga inst the provocative action o f the company, which 
locked ou t 26 welders who had protested aga inst the te rr if ic  
speed-up.

They included many spectators, 
womep w ith  babies in  th e ir arms, 
ch ildren.

A squad o f mounted state 
police rode out. o f the gates. 
W ith o u t a word o f w a rn ing  
they charged in to  the unsus­
pecting crowd. Behind them 
scores more o f s ta te  cops 
poured out, o f the  gates on 
foo t, cha rg ing  the workers 
w ith  30 inch r io t  sticks. Women 
and ch ild ren were knocked 
down, clubbed. The crowd broke, 
and ran. The coppers chased 
them up side streets.

On one side s tree t the Cos­
sacks encountered a group o f 
women on the porches o f a row  
o f  ̂ fo-ame houses. The women bo- 
ffi»Clfco je e r the cops. Onto th e . 
fmVhment the . police drove th e ir ’ 
horses, r id in g  along the porches 
and clubb ing the women, d r iv ­
ing  them in to  th e ir  homes.

5
W E R E  T H E S E  COPS?
- One o f the su rp ris in g  th in gs  

about these state police was th a t 
m ost o f them  were w earing  the 
old s ty le  London “ Bobbie”  hel­
m ets o f the fo rm e r State Con­
s tabu la ry, the m urderous gang­
sters and gunmen h ired by the 
coal and steel companies and de­
putized by the  state, who used 
to  spread te r ro r  th rou gh ou t a ll 
the coal and iron  towns. These 
coal and iro n  police were d is­
solved in 1936.

Yet the un ifo rm s  w orn  by 
these thugs d u rin g  th is  s tr ik e  
was the old long-coated black 
un ifo rm  o f the coal-and-iron 
cops. O nto th e ir  sleeves were 
sewed the Keystone label w ith  
“ S tate M o to r P a tro l.”  These 
un ifo rm s were “ exp la ined”  
away by a sta tem ent in  the - 
press by Colonel Adams, S tate ' 
Police head, th a t these “ police”  
had b rough t the  w rong un i­
fo rm s !

The re g u la r S tate M oto r P a tro l 
police w ere there also. These 
were scarcely less vicious than 
the coal and iro n  cops, b u t they 
showed less experience, were 
younger, no t so beefy as the hel- 

j meted cops. The faces o f the coal 
| and iro n  cops were those o f the 

pig-eyed, b lack-jow led k ille rs  
who used to be b ro ug h t fro m  the 
P h ilade lph ia  and P ittsb u rg h  un­
derworlds before the ou tlaw ing  
o f the coal and iro n  police fo u r  
years ago.

W hen the w ord  o f th is  vicious 
assault came to  thé w orkers  a t 
the mass m eeting, they wanted 
to go down in a body. T h e ir in ­
s tin c t was to  a ttack  and no t re ­
trea t.

R IF F E  STOPS P IC K E T S  
B u t John R iffe  and o ther 

SWOC top leaders, who had 
shown a  certa in  vac illa tion  
th rou gh ou t the s tr ike , and had 
done l i t t le  to  help the inexper­
ienced local com m ittee to  o rgan­
ize the p icketing , urged caution. 
M any o f the w orkers  had tears 
o f anger in  th e ir  eyes. B u t they 
accepted the advice -of these lead­
ers to  discontinue the p icke t lines 
tem po ra rily .

The p icke t line  was pulled 
o f f  u n til Wednesday a fternoon. 
T h is  was the m ost c r it ic a l 
po in t o f the  s tr ike . Had the 
company been able to  secure 
scabs enough to  operate the

p lan t d u rin g  th is  period, the 
s tr ik e rs  may have become de­
moralized and the s t r i k e  
broken.

One o f the reasons advanced 
by R iffe  fo r  th is  y ie ld in g  up o f 
the r ig h t  to  p icket, was the as­
sertion  th a t the  governm ent 
would make the com pany come 
to te rm s .'T h e  w orkers soon un­
derstood how un true  th is  was.

On the ve ry  day o f the assault 
the  governm ent had awarded 
another $75,000,000 w a r o rder to 
Bethlehem Steel and did no t l i f t  
a finger to  enforce the N L R B  o r­
der to  disband the company 
union. R iffe  alsp- said he had 
w ith d ra w n  the pickets a t the re ­
quest of certa in  ■government .of- 
:fit!¥a)s whom he did no t name. 8

P IC K E T  L IN E S  R E N E W E D
The w orkers  won th is  s tr ik e  

themselves. T h e ir insistence on 
s ta rt in g  th e ir  p icke t lines ' again 
and fig h tin g  back led to  an u l­
t im a tu m  to  the  state police on 
Wednesday th a t i f  the  w orkers j 
were no t pe rm itted  to  p icket, they 
would f ig h t fo r  the r ig h t .

The actua l weakness o f the 
state police force, when con fro n t­
ed b y .th is  bold u ltim a tum  backed 
by thousands o f steel w orkers 
ready to  g ive  ba ttle , was im ­
m ediate ly revealed. The police 
backed down a t once and agreed 
to p e rm it “ lim ite d ”  p icke ting . 
The w orkers fe l t  th a t the y  should 
enforce th e ir  r ig h t  to  mass p ic k ­
eting, b u t here again accepted 
the advice o f R iffe . and on W ed­
nesday a fte rnoon  re-established 
on ly  sm all o ff ic ia l p icke t lines o f 
10 and 11 s tr ike rs  a t each gate.

These were, ’ however, im m ed­
ia te ly  supplemented by an “ un ­
o ffic ia l”  p icke t line  o f hundreds 
o f w orkers fo rm ed across the 
s tree t fro m  the m ain gate. On 
th a t “ u n o ffic ia l”  line  one heard 
repeatedly: “ H e ll, w h a t are we 
doing p icke tin g  these here re ­
stau ran ts?  W e ough t to  be on 
the o ther side o f th e  s tree t p ic k ­
e tin g  the com pany.”

C O M P A N Y  T R IC K S  F A IL  
In  add ition  to  the police te rro r, 

the com pany used every device 
used so successfully aga inst the 
Johnstown, Pa., w o rkers  in  the 
1937 L it t le  Steel s trike .

A s  in Johnstow n then, th ’e 
Bethlehem Gtybc-Tihics carried 
huge headlines every day about 
the p la n t be ing operated a t cap­
ac ity . They quoted the p lan t 
managem ent to  the  e ffe c t th d t 
80 per cent o f the w orkers, 85 
per cent, were back in the p lan t.

-But as one w orkers said Jo 
me d u rin g  the  parade today, 
“ There was more smoke in  our 
m eeting ha ll th is  m orn ing 
than ’s com ing ou t o f those 
chim neys.”

These w o tke fs  know  the p la n t 
like  a m othe r knows her own 
ch ild . They couldn’t  be fooled. 
They knew the y  had the p la n t 
a lm ost com ple te ly  stopped.

A t  n ig h t the re  was none o f the 
typ ica l red g la re  over the p la n t 
com ing fro m  the huge slag heap 
a fte r  the hot s lag is poured on 

! it. when-the p la n t is runn ing . The 
hammers in  the drop fo rges were 
c la nk in g  m e ta llica lly , “ die on 
die,”  because there was no s o ft 
ho t steel between. The “ bleeder”  
a t the coke ovens was the  on ly

l ig h t  to  be seen over the p la n t 
a t n ig h t: the pipe w h ich  burns 
o f f  the excess gas generated by 
the coke ovens. T h is  was b u rn ­
in g  continuously, and showed 
th a t the gas was ove rflo w in g  the 
tank and was no t be ing used.

The p icke t lines began to 
bu ild  up again on Thursday, as 
the w orkers kep t edging in to  
the  lines about the  n ine gates, 
“ ch ise ling”  away a t the p icket 
" l im ita t io n .” -

On Thursday the company 
agreed to  meet w ith  the union 

'com m ittee. The w orkers sensed 
the com ing v ic to ry  then. I f  the 
com pany’s fake reports  o f p lan t 
operations had been true , Eugene 
Grace would never have consent­
ed to  such a m eeting. A nd v ic ­
to ry  did come!

T H E IR  O N E  REG RET
D u rin g  the v ic to ry  parade th is  

afternoon, the m ig h ty  forces o f 
the passing s tr ik e rs  contrasted 
sha rp ly  w ith  the  feebleness o f 
the state police fo rce  who were 
s t i l l  ou t a t the p lan t. I  repeated­
ly  heard the reg re ts  o f the  w o rk ­
ers th a t they had n o t come ou t 
in th is  g re a t mass a f te r  the po l­
ice a ttack  Tuesday n ig h t and 
g iven the state cops a lesson.

“ Don’t  I  w ish those Cossacks 
would t r y  to  stop us now.”  
“ They’re no t up aga inst women 
and kids now. W e’re  ready fo r 

1 ’em now.”  “ I f  we’d have had a 
line  like  th is  Tuesday arid W ed­
nesday. we’d have shipped 
those bastards ou t o f tow n in 
wooden crates.”

A F L  W O R KERS H E L P
C o n tra ry  to  the ly in g  propa­

ganda p u t o u t in  the  boss news­
papers here and everywhere in  
the country, the people o f th is  
tow n were ove rw he lm ing ly  be­
h ind the s tr ike rs .

P a r t ic u la r ly  in s p ir in g  was the 
exam ple o f the  A F L  un ion men 
and wom en in  Bethlehem. The 
Lehigh C ounty C e n tra l Trades 
and Labor Assem bly (A F L )  
passed a reso lu tion  suppo rting  
the s tr ik e  and has in v ite d  the 
CIO try a jo in t  m eeting to  p ro ­
test the use o f the sta te  troopers.

The A F L  B rick laye rs , bu ild ing  
the new coke ovens, w a lked ou t 
in  a body. The In te rn a tio n a l 
Ladiefe G arm ent W orkers, g ir ls  
w o rk ing  a t the  Leh igh  Dress 
p lan t, pu lled a ha lf-da y  sym pathy 
s tr ik e  the f ir s t  day o f the s trike , 
and inarched in a, body in  the 
v ic to ry  parade. A n y  IL G W U  
m em ber whose husband o r b ro th ­
er was found to  be scabbing was 
warned th a t she w ould be p u t 
ou t o f the  union.

The A F L  top offic ia ldom , how ­
ever, tr ie d  to  ge t A F L  w orkers 
to  he lp  break the s tr ike . B o rre lli,  
general v ice-pres ident o f the 
S tru c tu ra l Iro n  W orkers, w ired  
Local No. 36, w ith  m any mem­
bers in  the  steel p lan t, to  go 
th rou gh  the p icke t lines o r each

man would be 'fin e d  a hundred 
do lla rs.

The local w ired  B o rre lli back, 
te ll in g  h im  where to  go. B o rre lli 
f le w  in to  A llen to w n , s ix  m iles 
fro m  Bethlehem , W ednesday. To 
avoid los ing  th e ir  un ion cards, 
the local S IW  members w ent 
th rough  the  p icke t lines in  a 
body. T h is  was in  technical 
obedience to B o rre lli’s order. In  
a body, they w ent and secured 
th e ir  pay. In  a body, they q u it the 
job  cold.

I t  was th is  u n ity  o f a ll the 
w orker^ in  Bethlehem  which 
made the fina l v ic to ry  possible. 
Even when the gates were tem p­
o ra r ily  cleared o f pickets, the 
com pany ju s t couldn’t  m obilize 
any scabs. Th is , m ore than any 
o ther th in g , b ro u g h t home to the 
s tr ik e rs  the t ru th  o f th e ir  own 
slogan, “ Cops can’t  make s tee l!”

T H E  C H IL D R E N ’S W A R
The sm allest to t  in  th is  tow n 

is un ion conscious. A f te r  the 
b reak ing  o f the p icke t line  Tues­
day n ig h t, bands o f*  fo r ty  and 
f i f t y  ch ildren, fro m  ¡the ages o f 
8 to  14, roamed the streets and 
a lley-w ays lead ing o f f  fro m  the 
p la n t and made li fe  m iserable fo r  
the sta te  cops.

They w ould ta u n t and jeer the 
cops, lu re  iso lated i^ l ic c  down 
da rk  a lley-w ays, and then ' pe lt 
them m erc iless ly  w ith  rocks, 
bricks and broken bottles. One 
cop, caugh t in a da rk  a lley  be­
tween tw o bands o f rock-heaving 
kids, howled fo r  m ercy, and re ­
ceived the b it te r  answer, “ D id 
you show any m ercy to ou r Dad­
d ies?”  They p u t a l l the lig h ts  
ou t on E m ery S treet, near the 
Saucon p lan t, taunted the  m ount­
ed police to  charge them, and 
tr ipp ed  up the  horses w ith  a con­
cealed cable stretched between 
tw o poles. Twelve sta te cops ar.e 
reported to have, required m edical 
tre a tm e n t Tuesday n ig h t.

T H E N  A N D  NO W . , |
The w orkers  outside th is  c ity  

don’t  know  the fu l l  m eaning o f 
w a lk in g  down Bethlehem  streets 
p roud ly  d isp la y in g  a un ion b u t­
ton.

T h is  has been a com plete ly 
company tow n over since anyone 
here can rem em ber. The com­
pany has con tro lled  everyth in , 
and everyone '  in  th is  tow n o: 
58.000 people, the  m a jo r ity  be­
in g  steel w o rkers  and th e ir  fa m ­
ilies. The newspapers, the M ay­
or, the  banks, the prope rty , 
eve ry th in g  has belonged to  the 
company.

W hen I  was in  Bethlehem  last, 
in  1934, unemployed steel w o rk ­
ers t ry in g  to  organize to  ge t re ­
l ie f  had to m eet in  complete sec­
recy, in  the dead o f n igh t, in 
groups o f fo u r  and five. Even so, 
the com pany spies, ever on the 
a le rt fo r  the f ir s t  signs o f any 
k ind  o f w o rke rs ’ organ iza tion , 
would re p o rt back to the com-

A Financial Writer 
On The Bethlehem 
Strike's Meaning

“ The B e t h l e h e m  
agreement may break 
down the ‘ last d itchers ’ 
in  in dus try  who hoped 
to  keep ou t un ions by 
waving the fla g .” —

C. F. Hughes, financia l 
w r i te r  fo r  the New  Y o rk  
Tim es, in  the issue o f Sunday, 
M arch 30, 1941.

Maryland's Anti-Strike 
Laws Defied By SWOC
Sparrows Point Fight To Bring 
Bethlehem To Terms Goes On

BALTIM O RE, March 29 — 
While Maryland industrialists 
and reactionary politicians of 
the State legislature joined 
hands in passing the infamous 
Anti-Sabotage law, throngs of 
Bethlehem steel workers of 
Sparrows Point, came to hear 
their union officials denounce 
the law and its sponsors.

The Anti - Sabotage Law, 
passed last Thursday by the 
Maryland s t a t e  legislature, 
punishes by fine up to $10,000 
and imprisonment up to ten 
years any worker involved in a 
strike, work-stoppage, or any 
kind of “ interference with pro­
duction“ in national defense in­
dustries.

At a mass meeting called last 
Friday by the Steel Workers 
Organizaling Committee (CIO) 
rank-and-filers as well as union 
leaders called - upon Sparrows 
Point steel'workers to ignore 
anti-strike laws and to “ conti­
nue the lig h t against Bethlehem 
Steel, even i f  i t  means, s tr ik e !” .

Ed Abbotl, a leading rank-and- 
file  m ilitan t., v igorously  denounc­
ed the corrup t p o lit ic a l machine 
of M aryland. He charged th a t “ the 
State delegates, the Governor, and 
tbe State Senators are w o rk ing  
hand In  glove w ith  tbo corpora­
tions of th is  state.”  A bbo tt’s ad­
vice to h is fe llow  w orkers was, 
“ Men, we m ust figh t and figh t

now! No paper laws can stand i r  
ou r way.”

SWOC Organizer Clarence I r  
w in  appealed to the workers t< 
depend upon no one but themsel 
ves. I rw in  stated:

“ Labor had to  f ig h t fo r  every 
b it  tha t i t  has ever gained. We 
never g o t an y th in g  by the  pas­
sage o r non-passage o f laws.”  

T h is  thenie was fu r th e r  em­
phasized by SWOC D irec to r N i­
cholas Fontecchio, who said:

“ The wages you arc ge ttin g  
were not g iven to  you by law s; 
ihey  were won by un ion steel 
workers. There  are men in  
graves today who w en t there 
in  the  f ig h t to  b r in g  be tte r 
w o rk in g  conditions to  you.”  

Fontecchio re ferred io the Ma 
ry land  Anti-Sabotage Law as "a 
serai) o f paper adopted in  Anna 
pòlis the, o ilie r  day." He added: 

“ They m ay pass laws, hu t 
they can’t  keep w o rk ing  men 
from  stopping w o rk !”
T lie  ha ll rocked w ith  shouts 

and cheers when Fontecchio dec­
la red:- *

“ We don’t, g ive a damm w hat 
k ind  o f ro tten  law s they pass, 
we sha ll continue our f ig h t a- 
ga in s t Bethlehem Steel.”
The m eeting was the firs t suc­

cessful mass m eeting called by 
th e - Steel W orkers O rganizing 
Committee in  Sparrows I ’o iu t 
since the inaugura tion  of the Beth­
lehem Steel O rgan iz ing D rive.

pany any w o rke r a t  whose home 
they had seen a g roup  en te ring  
or leaving. These w o rkers  would 
find1 th e ir  re l ie f  cu t o f f  a lto ­
gether.

The Bethlehem  m ayo r tr ie d  
his week to  em ula te the  tactics 
i f  th e ' m ayo r o f Johnstow n in  
1937. He blustered about organ- 
z ing  a “ secret”  v ig ila n te  com­
m ittee to  preserve “ la w  and o i­
le r.”  The members o f  the  com­
m ittee  would rem a in  “ secret”  be­
cause they m ig h t be phys ica lly  
attacked i f  they were known pub­
lic ly . M ayor P fe if le  declared.

W O R KERS L E A R N  P O L IT IC S
A t  the mass m eeting  th is  

m orn ing  one o f the local speak­
ers declared: “ W e steel w orkers 
pu t P fe if le  in  fo u r  years ago. 
B u t a t the n e x t election, w e’re 
go ing to  p u t o-ne o f ou r own men 
in, a un ion m an who won’t  th re a t­
en us w ith  v ig ila n te  te r ro r  and 
ask fo r  the  Cossacks to  come in 
and rid e  down o u r women and 
kids.”  These w o rkers  are le a rn ­
ing  th a t th e ir  s trugg les m ust a l -  

(so be extended to  the  p o lit ic a l 
fie ld !

And they are lea rn ing  about 
na tiona l p o litic s  too. The com­
pany and the local press raved 
about “ na tiona l defense,”  bu t 
no s tr ik e r  seemed to  bo ther 
about i t .  D u rin g  the mass meet­
in g  th is  m orn ing , and from  in ­
d iv idu a l s tr ik e rs  th rou gh ou t 
the s tr ike , I  heard repeatedly, 
“ N a tion a l defense o r no na­
tio n a l defense, we’re go ing to 
g e t ours now. Grace is g e ttin g  
h is ap lenty fro m  th e ’"govern­
ment. T h a t na tiona l defense 
line  is ju s t  an a lib i.”

One o f the m ost vic ious pieces 
o f s trike b re a k in g  slander against 
the s tr ik e rs  came fro m  M ayor 
P fe ifle  who said he had asked fo r 
sta te  cops a f te r  le a rn in g  th a t 
“ 500 to  1000 gangsters had been 
bn ported in to  Bethlehem  b y  the 
un ion.”

The on ly  gangsters I  saw were 
’-he thugs’ in  the  coal and iro n  
ooliee helm ets and un ifo rm s . I t  
n ig h t be em barrassing to  Gover- 
io r  James fo r  the  un ion  to  ask 
’lim  to make pub lic  the names 
ind records o f these men. and 
bow long the y  have been “ State 
M otor P a tro l”  members. They 
'ook and ac t ju s t  lik e  the gang- 
te r  scum, im ported  in to  the coal 
md iro n  towns d u rin g  the days 
i f  the S tate C onstabulary.

Inc iden ta lly , i t  is s ig n ifica n t 
th a t these statu cops were housed 
an the com pany p ro pe rty , and 
adm itted ly  were fed by the  com­
pany in its  ca fe te ria  and on d in - 
;ng cars ro lled  in to  the p lan t. 
T H E  N E X T  STEP 

The w o rkers  are go ing back in ­
to the p lan ts  flushed w ith  a v ic ­
to ry. B u t th e y  know  the y  s t i l l ,  
have the b iggest ba ttle  ahead: 
'o fo rce  the com pany to  discon­
tinue the com pany un ion a lto ­
gether, to  end the speedup group 
bonus, o r “ bone-less”  system,, and 
ge t th e ir  base pay jacked up 
fro m  the present m in im um  o f 
42 Vz cents an hour. They m ust 
go a f te r  a com plete signed -con­
tra c t, covering  wages, hours, 
w o rk in g  conditions and sole ba r­
ga in in g  r ig h ts .

Perhaps the most, frequen t 
phrase I  heard today was. “ The 
next, lim e  we s t r ik e . . . ”  The 
word, “ s tr ik e ,”  no longer 
sounds as fo rb id d in g  as i t  did 
a week ago. It. is  taken fo r  
granted th a t sooner o r la te r 

\ there is go ing  to  be another 
s tr ike , unless the  company 
gives in  to  the fu l l  demands o f 
l  he workers.

The experiences, the  lessons, 
the m istakes o f th is  s tr ik e  have 
sunk deep roo ts  ir ito  these B e th ­
lehem w orkers . The n e x t tim e  
the y  s tr ike , the y  are go ing  to., 
know  who th e ir  fr ie n d s  and en­
emies are. They aro go ing  to  
know  th a t  the governm ent And 
the o ffic ia ls  are on the  side o f 
the company. T hey  are go ing to 
kno w  the tac tics  the  company 
and the  po lice w i l l  use. Above 
a ll, the y  w ill_ kno w  th e ir  own o r­
ganized s treng th  and power, and 
they  w i l l  use it .

Workers’ Own 
Strength Did 
The Job
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m i  “LABOR. WITH A WHITE SKIN 
I  h  O  CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF X I t WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK 

SKIN IS BRANDED" — KARL 
MARK.

The Negro S truggle
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

AN URGENT APPEAL
The N a tiona l N egro  D cpaytm ent o f the So­

cialist. W orkers P a rty  is w o rk ing  a t the present 
tim e, in  conjunct ion w ith  Pioneer Publishers, on 
a program  of publications re la tin g  to problems of 
the Negro people.'

We are sure tha t readers of T H E  M IL IT A N T  
who have displayed an in terest in  the artic les  on 
these questions prin ted  in  th is  paper w i l l  be in ­
terested in th e ir  speedy publication.

One of the pamphlets now in  preparation deals 
w ith  the struggle to break down the J im  Crow 
ba rs  against Negroes en tering  in to  the a ll- in c lu ­
sive w ar industries in  sk illed  and sem i-skilled 
jobs.

A nother, already completed and ready to go 
to press, is a revised version of the series of 
a rtic les  ju s t concluded in  th is  paper, The Negro 
and The U. S. A rm y, by Eugene V a rlin . The re v i­
sion o f th is  excellent Series o f a rtic les  brings i t  
up to date, exp la in ing  the present s itua tion  of the 
Negro in  the armed forces.

The th ird  pamphlet, which w ill be a long w ork, 
is  a basic discussion o f the Negro struggle, analyz­
in g  the s itua tion  from  a ll angles and presenting 
the  program  of the Socialist W orkers P arty  fo r the 
Negro strugg le fo r equality.

These pamphlets, w h ich w i l l  be o f great help 
to  w orkers who w ant an all-sided p ic tu re  of the 
problems and needs of the Negro masses, w ill 
be ready fo r d is tr ib u tio n  as soon as we have 
the  necessary money to b r in g  them  o ff the press.-

We are therefore m aking an appeal to a ll our 
readers to help us in  th is  am bitious enterprise. 
We ask fo r  con tribu tions, and we ask fo r them 
as soon as possible. Readers who can give us 
$10.00 and readers who are able to donate on ly 
25 cents —  please help us get out th is  badly 
needed lite ra tu re . Send a ll donations cio th is  col­
umn, 110 U n ive rs ity  Pi., New Y ork  C ity.

REPEATING  1917
- The w ar may not have taken exactly the same 

course th is  tim e  as i t  did d u rin g  1914-1018, bu t 
the  trea tm ent of the Negro in  the armed forces 
is  so exactly the same tha t ope m igh t th in k  the 
bureaucrats in  contro l o f the arm y were sim p ly 
reading a h is to ry  of w hat' happened then and 
app ly ing  i t  today.

F o r example, there is the treatm ent, of con­
scientious objectors.

Charles H . Houston, form er L ieu tenant of the 
368th U. S. In fa n try  Regiment, in  h is series of 
artic les called ‘ ‘Saving The W orld  F o r ‘Democ­
racy ’ .”  w h ich were prin ted  in  The P ittsburgh  
C ourie r last year, recalled the fo llow ing  about 
1917:

“ There was one outstand ing exception to the , 
general pa tte rn  o f segregation a t Camp Meade 
(M a ry la n d ): w h ite  consciontiousY objectors Were 
housed w ith  N egro  conscientious o b le c td fS 'ih  a 
barracks in the 368tlr In fa n try  area w ith  an a rm ­
ed w h ite  guard over them.

“ It. m ust be remembered th a t the A rm y  con­
sidered conscientious objectors as cowards and 
scum. In  the case o f w h ite  conscientious ob ject- 
prs a t Camp Meade the camp com m and'consider­
ed them  too low to associate w ith  the w h ite  so l­
diers, so i t  housed them w ith  Negroes and stuck ‘ 
them  in  a Negro reg im en ta l area.

“ The A rm y  considered the wHite officers of 
our own reg im ent too good to  share the same 
quarte rs  o r even live  in  the same area w ith  us. 
th e ir  fe llow  N egro officers, but i t  could th in k  of 
no grea te r degradation fo r  w h ite  conscientious 
objectors than to house them w ith  Negroes in a 
N egro  reg im enta l area.”

* # *
And now, in  1941, comes an announcement 

from  W ashington, v ia  M ajor Campbell Johnson 
o f the Selective Service Board, tha t there w ill be 
“ no separate Negro camps fo r conscientious ob­
jecto rs”  and tha t the camps being set up w il l  
serve fo r a ll objectors, Negro as w e ll as white.

* £ $ «
The most brazen statem ent of any boss re­

ce iv ing  contracts from  the federal governm ent 
was the one made last week by J. I I .  K iride l- 
berger, president and general manager o f N o rth  
Am erican A v ia tion , Inc .:

“ A pp lica tions fo r  jobs in  the p lant, where we 
w i l l  employ upward of ten thousand persons, w i l l  
be received at the tem porary Kansas C ity  offices 
in  the near fu ture . We w ill receive applications 
from  both w h ite  and Negro workers. However, 
the Negroes w ill he considered on ly as ja n ito rs  
and in  other s im ila r  capacities . . . W hile  we are 
in  complete sym pathy w ith  the Negro, i t  is against 
the company po licy to employ them  as mechanics 
o r a irc ra ft workers. We use none except w h ite  
Workers in  the p lan t in  Inglewood (C a lifo rn ia ) 
and the p lan t in  Dallas (Texas) and we in tend 
to m a in ta in  the same po licy in  Kansas C ity . There 
w il l  be some jobs as ja n ito rs  fo r Negroes. Regard­
less of th e ir  tra in in g  as a irc ra ft worltevs, we 
W ill no t employ them in  the N o rth  Am erican 
p lan t.”  1

You- can im agine what, the a ttitud e  o f th is  
company toward the Negro would be i f  i t  were 
no t “ in  complete sym pathy w ith  the Negro” !

* *  *
T ha t the New Y ork  State Em ploym ent Service 

helps the bosses in  d isc rim in a tin g  against Ne­
groes, Jews and Catholics was adm itted by a 
spokesm an'of the Service in  a d scussion of the 
em ployment app lica tion  blanks on w h ich  “ Per­
sonal D escrip tion”  is followed by several in it ia ls : 
“ S M W  - W  N O - C P J,”  m eaning “ Single, M ar­
ried , W idow er; W hite, Negro, O rien ta l; Catholic, 
P rotestant, Jew.”

The spokesman t r ’ed to clear the Service of 
respons ib ility  by s a y i n g : “ I t 's e n tire ly  the em­
ployers’ fa u lt. You can’t legislate d isc rim in a tio n  
out o f existence.”

I t  is  true  th a t i t ’s -the employers’ fau lt, fo r 
i t  is  they who w ant to know' th is  in fo rm a tion  
so they can d ’serim inate. B u t th a t doesn’t  excuse 
the Service fo r  he lp ing them !

The Stalinists Saddled It With A  Petty-Bourgeois Pacifist Program
v By e. V A N  G E LD E R E N

LONDON; England (By M a il)— 2,234 delegates attended 
the Stalinist-inspired "People’s Convention" which met in Lon­
don on Sunday, January 12th.

The People’s Convention had its origin— according to its 
Chairman, Harry Adams— in the “ Men of Munich Must Go“  
movement which the Stalinists foster-fathered after the disast­
rous defeats of the Allied armies in Scandinavia and France last 
year. The emphasis of that movement was not directed 
against the imperialist war but against Chamberlain, Halifax, 
Kingsley Wood and the other appeasers in the Cabinet. It left 
untouched Churchill and the Labor Ministers whose declared 
aim  was “ w a r to  the end”  against
German Im peria lism .

T h is  “ Men of M unich M usi Go" 
movement d id  not evoke much res­
ponse among the w ord ing  class. 
Then came the B litz  over London 
and the hopeless inadequacy of 
the Government's A ir  Raid Pre­
cautions P o licy was revealed in  
a ll its  ghastly ho rro r. The Stal 
in is ts  seized t ills  heaven-sent Op 
p o rtu n ity  to extend th e ir  in f lu ­
ence in  the labor movement. They 
whipped up a campaign on the 
shelter issue. T h is  was actua lly  
the b ir th  o f the People’s Conven­
tion  movement.

The o ffic ia l lite ra tu re  o f the 
Convention c la im  th a t the 2,234 
delegates represented 1,200,000 
people in  1,304 organizations. OT 
these, i t  is  claimed, 1,014,950 re­
presented 1,136 Trade Unions, 
F actory Committees and other 
workers’ organizations.

Anyone acquainted w ith  S ta lin ­
is t a rith m e tic  w i l l  find i t  a simple 
m atte r to discover how these fig ­
ure's were a rrived  at. The A ----------
A irc ra ft  Factory  employs 1,200 
workers. Of these from  12 to 20 
support the S ta lin is ts . T h is  hand­
fu l of w orkers would send a “ del­
egate”  to the ‘Convention who 
would s im p ly be lis ted  as repres­
en ting  1,200 workers in  the A ------
Factory.

W h ile  the S ta lin is t figures can­
not be accepted a t an y th in g  lik e  
th e ir  face value, i t  would, how­
ever, be fa ta l fo r  revo lu tiona ry  
workers to ignore the po rten t of 
the 'People’s Convention.

M isled by the treacherous La ­
bor P a rty  leaders, the m a jo rity

of the B r it is h  w o rk ing  class are 
today lined qp behind the Gov­
ernm ent’s war policy. There is a 
genuine belief among grea’t  sec­
tions of the Workers th a t they 
are fig h tin g  a w ar against Fasc­
ism. T h is  is due to a great extent 
to the S ta lin is t po licy in  the 
mohths preceding the w ar arid in
the firs t three weeks of the war,. , «
when the Com m unist P arty  was 
even more vociferous th ith  t lie  L a ­
bor P a rty  in  w h ipp ing  up support 
fo r  the “ W ar fo r Democracy”  
against “ Fascist aggression.”  
■Wheri Moscow ordered the r ig h t­
about-trim , not a ll of th e ir  Sup­
porters followed the new line.

B u t in  the trade un ion  move­
ment there is a sm all but m ilita n t 
m in o r ity  who are today defin ite ly  
under S ta lin is t influence.

One of the most s ign ifican t fea­
tures o f th is  w a r was the early 
re-emergence o f the Shop Stew­
ards’ Movement, w h ich . played 
such a m agnificent role du rin g  
the w a r of 1914-18. In  the first 
Im p e ria lis t W ar i t  wasn’t t i l l  1915 
th a t the Shop Stewards’ Move­
ment began to make its  weight 
fe lt. In  the firs t year of th is  w a / 
i t  is a lready an im p o rtan t factor 
in  the w o rk in g  class movement.

In  the trade un ion field, the re­
fore, the S ta lin is ts  are compelled 
to adopt a m ilita n t po licy in  o r­
der to keep the support of th is  
m il ita n t  m in o rity . To counter 
th is , th e ir  p o lit ic a l program  iS 
de libera te ly  vague and can fnean 
a ll th ings to a ll people.

As pa rt of th e ir  po litica l de­
mands, the People’ s Convention

AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION?
Thousands o f people sincere ly devoted to  the 

s trugg le ' fo r  peace are ra l ly in g  around the  “ A m e­
rican Peace M o b iliza tio n ”  w h ich  meets in  Nèw  
Y ork  th is  week-end.

W ill they find there a p rogram  adequate fo r  
th e ir  needs ? No more than the B r it is h  w orkers 
who w en t to  the “ People’s Convention.”

The p rogram  they  w i l l  find there is th a t  o f 
pacifism . B oth W orld  W a r I  and W orld  “W ar I I  
have shown th a t p rogram  to  be com ple te ly im ­
po tent to prevent w a r o f to stop w ar.

Pacifism  wants to  stop w a r ,w ith o u t destroy­
in g  the basic cause o f w a rs : the c a p ita lis t sys­
tem w ith  a ll its  r iv a lr ie s  and con flic ts . F a ilin g  
to  s tr ik e  e ffec tive ly ' a t the roots o f w a r, pacifism  
is im poten t to  f ig h t aga inst w ar.

R evo lu tionary  M arx ism , on the o ther hand, 
recognizes th a t the s trugg le  aga ins t th is  w a r is 
the s trugg le  aga inst the ca p ita lis t order. I t  .re­
cognizes, fu rthe rm ore , th a t in  th is  epoch o f w a r 
and m ilita r is m , a ll questions w il l  be solved arm s

in  hand. W h a t the w orkers need is no t a pac ifis t 
po licy  b u t a p ro le ta rian  m il ita ry  po licy  w h ich 
w i l l  c a rry  them  tt> power and socialism — and 
thereby to  peace..

N o t on ly  is the A P M  program  pac ifis t, bu t 
the A P M  is con tro lled by the S ta lin is ts . T h a t 
means th a t those who con tro l the o rgan iza tion  
are no t aga inst w a r. T hey  are s im p ly  fo llo w in g  
the fo re ig n  po licy  o f S ta lin . Y este rday they 
shouted fo r  “ co llective security .”  Since the S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact the y  shout pac ifis t slogans. Tom orrow , 
i f  S ta lin  switches, they  w il l  be y e llin g  fo r  the 
“ w a r fo r  democracy.”  Woe to  those who fo llo w  
these m isleaders.

There is on ly  one toad ou t o f th is  epoch o f 
w a r and m ilita r is m — the road o f Len in  and T ro t­
sky, the road o f re vo lu tio n a ry  M arx ism . We arc 
confident th a t m any o f those who are now in  the 
A P M  are serious enough to  th in k  th e ir  w ay  
th rou gh  the S ta lin is t lies and buncombe and find 
th e ir  w ay to  the re vo lu tio n a ry  road.

--------------------------— -v rv — —--------------

carts fo r  a “ Pèbpié!s Government 
and a People's Pc-ace.’-’ None of the 
speakers a t the Convention made 
i t  c lear w hat was meant by these 
ambiguous slogaps. Some o f the 
delegates obviously in terpre ted it. 
as the D ic ta to rsh ip  of- the Prole­
ta ria t, w h ile  to others i t  meant 
a Popular F ro n t Government ä 
la B lum . Not orie of the three 
speakers from  the p la tfo rm  so 
much as m entioned the word “ So­
c ia lism .”

On the c ruc ia l question of con­
tro l o f the armed forées, the Peo­
ple’s Convention proposes no th ing  
except: “ E ffective  democratic
rig h ts  fo r members o f the armed 
forces.”  A  meaningless phrase.

How sha ll the worker-soldiers 
secure such dem ocratic rights? 
W haf about pu tting , àn end to the 
life-and-death powers of the bour­
geois officer-caste? The absolute 
need of un iversa l m il ita ry  tra in ­
ing  under the contro l of the trade 
unions? The fact th a t the w o rk ­
in g  class, as a class, m ust become 
masters of the m il ita ry  .arts in

th is  epoch o f w ar and m ilita r is m ?  
The Convention is s ilen t on a ll 
th is : in  a word, i t  m irro red  the 
pure ly  pacifis t po licy ' of the S tal­
in is ts  and not a p ro le ta rian  m il i­
ta ry  po licy adequate to b ring  the 
w o rk ing  class to power and so­
cialism.

The S ta lin is t c rim e of preach­
in g  im potent pacifism  is a il the 
greater because the Convention 
leaders had fifre hum an, m ate ria l 
to w o rk  on. A lthough  the labor 
bureaucrats had threatened w ith  
expulsion anyone who p a rtic ip a t­
ed, m any m ilita n ts , especially 
from  the .Clyde and the m in ing  
Ureas o f South Wales, sent th e ir  
representatives to London.

Besides. the w o rke r delegates, 
the S ta lin is ts  collected together, 
fo r  the occasion a ll th e ir  old 
friends from  Popular F ro n t days. 
P rinc ipa l speaker a t the Conven­
tio n  was the K ing 's  Councillor, D. 
N. P f it t ,  who sold p is  services 
to the K re r iilin  as long ago as the 
Zinoviev-Kamènev tr ia l.  P r i t t  
was Labor Member of Parliam ent

Belgium's O fficial Labor Leaders
Servants of the K ing, They Now Serve H itle r or Churchill

By J. V A N  D E N  COSTE
Before the outbreak of the war, thè Belgian Trotskyists 

predicted that the reformist leadership of the Belgian labor 
movement would inevitably undergo a fearful degeneration. No 
one, however, could have imagined how speedily and in what 
grotesque forms this degeneration has taken place.

Most of the leaders of the Belgian section of the Second In­
ternational (the Belgian Labor Party and the trade unions) are 
today in the Service of Hitler. The rest perform equally vile 
services for Churchill. A t the beginning of the war, in the name 
of “ national un ity”  they called upon the Belgian proletariat to 
renounce the class struggle; and now they continue to preach 
the  same message, e i th e r , on
beha lf o f H it le r  o r o f C hurch ill.

Am ong those in  C h u rch ill’s serv­
ice is Cam iile Huysmans, fo r long 
the Belgian Labor P a rty ’s mem­
ber of the Executive. Committee 
of t lie  Second In ternational,- and 
ecently elected President of thaï 

executive. He is in  charge of OR 
B.B.C. broadcasts in  Flem ish.

A  “ S O C IA L IS T ”  C A LLS  FO R  • 
D IS M E M B E R IN G  G E R M A N Y

Huysmans h'as pu b lic ly  aligned 
h im se lf w ith  S ir Robert Vansit- 
ta rt, Chief D ip lom atic  A dviser of 
tile  B r it is h  government, in  favor 
of the punishm ent o f the en tire  
German people a fte r the war, -that 
is, fo r  the dismemberment of 
Germany. When V a n s itta r t’s ra ­
dio broadcasts along th is  line  
were attacked, Huysm an came td 
his défense, sending a le tte r to 
the London Sunday Times of Jan­
ua ry  5, 1941.

HuySman’s le tte r “ regrets tha t 
there áre in  th is  country a num ­
ber of in te llig e n t men who s t i l l  
th in k  th a t H it le r  is  an exception 
in  Germ any”  and insists th a t H i t ­
le r is the very  expression of the 
German people, whose ingra ined 
‘s p ir it  of vio lence”  has “ created 

p o lit ic a l madness in  nearly  the 
whole population.”

He concludes: “ T ha t i t  is  not 
su ffic ien t to get r id  o f the masters 
of the m oment in  ordér to create 
in  Europe a real la s ting  peace. 
The disappearance of H e rr H itle i 
and his friends w i l l  not prevent 
the others from  m aking a new 
w ar w ith in  tw en ty  years.”  There­
fore, says Huysmans,_“ ihe errors 
com m itted a fte r 19Í8 áre not to' 
be coním itted again,”  i. e., Ger­
m any m ust never again he perm it-

ted to become' a great power, but 
m ust be' Balkanized.

There' is rea lly  no th ing astonish­
ing about Huysm an’s po in t of 
view. He, who denied the rea lity  
o f the class s trugg le in  Belgium  
and insisted on the re a lity  of “ na­
tiona l u n ity ,”  is consistent enough 
in  im p u tin g  Such “ national un­
i ty ”  to Germany arid in  ca lling  
fo r a w ar o f ex te rm ina tion  against 
the German people.

Needless to say, Huysm an’s co­
th in ke rs  in  th is  country, the scoitn 
dre ls who' ed it thè New I/eaAèr, 
w a rm ly  pfa isc Huysm an’s serv­
ices to C h urch ill and conceal his 
views oh the question of war 
aims. Le t us rem ind our reader: 
those are the views of the Presi­
dent of the Second In te rn a tio n a l!

The on ly  other in te rna tiona lly - 
known Belgian "so c ia lis t”  in  Lon­
don is De Brouckere, who is col­
labo ra ting  in  de Gaulle’s paper; 
France.

“ S O C IA L IS T S ”  IN  T H E  
S E R V IC E  O F H ITLE R !

The overwhelm ing m a jo rity  Of 
the Belgian Second In te rn a tion a l 
leaders, however, d ithe r remained 
in  o r re turned to Belgium  a fte r 
the Occupation, and made th e ir  
peace w ith  H itle r . This, too, is 
not inconsistent. They always 
preached "n a tio na l u n ity ”  in  the 
service of a great power. They 
did th a t when Belgium  das a sat­
e llite  o f France: now they do it  
when Be lg ium  is a sa te llite  o f 
Germany.

The cha irm an of the Belgian 
Labor Party , Henry de Man, issued 
on June 28, 1940 the M anifesto of 
the Belgian Labor Party.

I t  said:
“ Dò no t th in k  th a t i t  is nec­

essary to' res is t the forces o f 
occupation... W ar has b rough t

the collapse o f pa rliam en ta ry  
governm ent... a free  path has 
been opened to  us... P eace- 
can emerge out o f Europe, un i­
fied by arm s,_in which econo­
mic fro n tie rs  w i l l  be destroy­
ed... T h is  new order, despite 
eve ry th ing  in  i t  a lien to  our 
hab its  o f thought, does m ore to  
destroy class d ifferences than 
the so-called democracies . . .  
Consider the p o lit ic a l ro le  o f 
the Belg ian Labor P a rty  as f i ­
nished . . . Prepare to  enter in ­
to the cadres o f na tiona l resu r­
rection  which w ill draw  a ll the 
liv in g  forees o f the na tion . . . 
united by th e ir  lo ya lty  tp  the 
K in g  . . . ”
Boris Nicolaevsky, the Russian 

Menshevik, w r i t in g  in  the New  
Ledder of March 29 supplies a 
number of the h ith e rto  m issing 
lin k s  in  th is  ug ly  story. He re ­
ports tha t “ a m eeting took place 
in  Limoges (France) in  August 
(1940) of the representatives of 
(he Belg ian trade unions. A l l  
agreed to the necessity:, o f re tu rn ­
ing  to Belgium .”

.’i ’hen, at the end of August, a 
m eeting of the leaders o f the So­
c ia lis t and independent trade un­
ions in' Brussels adopted a resolu­
tio n  in  w h ich they stated:

“ They w ish, lik e  de Man, to 
un ite  a ll th e  constructive  fo r ­
ces o f the na tion in  a g rea t 
movement to  serve the  na tion ­
a l co llective and w ith  th a t end, 
to' p u t an end to  a ll p a rty  pol-~ 
itie s  . .. They believe th a t
the  phenomenon o f class s tru g ­
gle, a ris ing  ou t o f a free cap­
i ta l is t  economy, m ust and w il l  
be transfo rm ed in  our country 
in to  a social and economic o r ­
der in which trade  unions, rep ­
resenting the  co llective and un­
der the con tro l o f the govern­
ment, w i l l  f ix  the conditions o f 
labor and regulate production.”
They conclude w ith  the slogan 

of the German Nazi labor fro n t: 
“ The ob liga tion  to  w ork, joy  

th rough  labor, the labor f r o n t ! ”

W ftY  T H E S E  “ S O C IA LIS T S ”  
N O IV  S E R V E  H IT L E R

N either N icolaevsky nor the 
New Leader make any attempt to 
exp la in how th e ir  comrades —  
there oan no longer be a pretense

th a t th is  was an isolated in d iv i­
dual here and there, i t  is p ra c ti­
ca lly  the whole Second In te rn a ­
tion a l bureaucracy in  Belgium  
which is involved —  were so 
speedily transform ed from  “ w ar­
r io rs  fo r democracy”  in to  serv i­
tors of H itle r .

N icolaevsky’s few  explanatory 
rem arks are beneath contempt. 
F o r example, o f those who re ­
turned from  France:

" I t  was clear th a t they' could 
not rem aifi long in  France as re­
fugees . . . Only a few could ex­
pect to go abroad and th a t was 
no so lu tion  to the problem as a 
whole. The great m a jo r ity  o f the 
leaders could not th in k  of l iv in g  
outside o f Belgium  . . . ‘Even i f  
we m ust die, we’l l  die in  our na­
tiv e  land,-* Was the general a t t i­
tude. I t  m ust be pointed out tha t 
the Belgian Tabor leaders showed 
great m ora l strength in  eXile.”

B u t of course they d idn ’t  die; 
insterfd they issued th a t p ro -H it­
le r reso lu tion at Brussels.

N icolaevsky, who has the v irtu e  
of not being a hypocrite, cannot 
Pretend to condemn h is Belgiáií 
comrades; he ' sees the log ic  of 
rh e ir position. They were always 
fo r "n a tio na l u n itv .”  In  its  name 
they pu t aside “ the phenomenon 
of class strugg le”  a t every emer­
gency, and there wère always 
emergencies. And now the nation 
is “ un ited”  under t ile  H it le r ite  
“ new order”  —  w hy shouldn’t 
these fe llows go back and make 
Hie best o f it?  I t  fits  in  w ith  th e ir  
whole past and th e ir  na tiona lis t 
philosophy.

Need one po in t the m ora l fo r 
Am erican readers? H e n ri de Man 
was ne ither bette r nor worse than 
your W illia m  Greeiis.

Labor leaders who, in  th e  name 
of the w ar fo r  democracy, con­
demn strikes, .serve "the  na tion ”  
on m ediation boards, etc., w il l in  
a ll logic dissolve the w orkers ’ o r­
ganizations i f  “ the na tion ”  re ­
quires i t  as a consequence of the 
war. and they w il l  serve a fasc­
is t “ new o ld e r”  i f  i t  w i l l  give 
(hem a place. Oniy the revo lu tion ­
a ry  proponents of the class s trug ­
gle can be trusted not to cap itu ­
late to reaction and fascism.

fo r the H am irie rsm itli D iv is ion, 
and the H am m ersm ith  Labor Par­
ty  has demanded liiS resignation. 
But, though P r it t  and the C. P. 
cla im  popu lar support fo r th e ir  
Convention, he refuses to take up 
the challenge and stand fo r re- 
election to g ive the w orkers of 
H am m ersm ith  an op po rtun ity  to 
show th e ir  feelings at the polls.

IT  E N D A N G E R S  T H E  
R E A L  M IL IT A N T  T A S K

The People’s Convention move»' 
m ent represents a po ten tia l dan­
ge r to  the labo r movement. B y  , 
a ttra c tin g  the most advanced sec­
tions by its  demagogy the Con­
vention threatens to s p lit the la ­
bor movement ju s t a t a moment 
when i t  is  necessary fo r  a ll m il i­
tan ts  to concentrate a l l th e ir  en­
ergies on r id d in g  the movement 
of the “ leaders”  who have be­
trayed them  and entered the w ar 
cabinet.

I t  is o f course not accidental 
tha t the po litica l program  of the 
People's Convention is so vague. 
The K re m lin ’s fore ign po licy is 
in  an impasse. S ta lin  lives in  fea t 
of H itle r . Today, Speiet fore ign 
Policy is s t i l l  oriented towards 
thé Axis. T ha t is w hy the B r it is h  
S ta lin is ts  in  the factories put fo r­
ward a  po licy  w h ich  would, i f  
effective, seriously hampér the 
war e ffo rts  of B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism. W liert S ta lin  signed the Ger­
man-Soviet Pact, he also sold .to 
H it le r  a part-share in  the Com­
in te rn . B ut tom orrow  S ta lin  may 
be forced to line  up w ith  the “ De­
mocracies’’ arid in  a much active 
form  than he has h ith e rto  p a r ti­
cipated in  the w ar,

S T A L IN ’S B R IT IS H  A G E N TS  
R E A D Y  FOR S W IT C H

So the B r it is h  Com m unist P a rty  
keeps open a line  o f re trea t —  
the vagueness of th e ir  po litica l 
program . * Not anywhere in  the 
“ an ti-w a r”  propaganda of the S tal­
in is ts  da they so much as h in t 
at revo lu tiona ry  overth row  of the  
im p e ria lis t regime.

S ta lin ’s B r it is h  stooges are 
keeping a w ary eye on the Balkans 
and they are ready to jum p  a t 
any m oment should the K re m lin  
show a sign th a t i t  is tu rn in g  to­
wards the W estern powers. The 
People’s Convention would over­
n ig h t cease to be an “ an ti-w a r”  
movement. The S ta lin is ts  would 
discover, not fo r the firs t tim e, 
tha t W inston C h urch ill had. a ll 
(he necessary qualifications fo r 
head ing a “ People’s Government.”

By banning the D a ily  W orker, 
the bourgeoisie dealt the S ta lin ­
is ts  a shrewd body-bloW. H av ing  
no real roots in  the mass organ­
izations, the D a ily  W orker was 
alm ost th e ir  sole means fo r m ak­
in g  th e ir  influence, fe lt  and fo r 
spreading th e ir  propaganda. I ts  
suppression has been taken very 
ca lm ly  by the w orkers who in  
th e ir  present p a trio tic  mood w el­
comed the ban in  m any cases. 
Nowhere have the S ta lin is ts  even 
dared to ca ll fo r a dem onstration 
against the suppression of the 
"w o rke rs ’ own paper.”  C erta in ly , 
the London m eeting o f the Peo­
ple’s Convention would not have 
achieved the success i t  did w ith ­
out the sustained d a ily  propa­
ganda of the "W o rke r.”

To the B r it is h  Section of the 
F ourth  in te rn a tio n a l fa lls  the v i­
tal task of aw akening the m il i­
ta n t w orkers to the dahgèrs in ­
herent in the People’s Convention 
and to countevpose to its  false' 
po licy our pro le ta rian  m il ita ry  
po licy, based on the h is to ric  needs 
o f the w o rk in g  class a t th is  c r i­
tica l moment in  the life  of hu­
m anity1.

Britain's Labor 
Leaders --- Their 
Actual Role

By JA C K  W E B E R
The most re liab le  and indispensable ins trum en t 

to B r it is h  cap ita lism  in  the w ar is the trade un ion 
bureaucracy. I t  is th rough leaders lik e  Beviri, 
M orrison, C itrine , A lexander tha t B r it is h  im per­
ia lism  entraps the w o rk ing  class into figh ting  
solely fo r the in terests of cap ita lism .

Suppose C h urch ill had tried  to force the to ta l 
conscrip tion o f labor on the E ng lish p ro le ta ria t 
by h im self. Suppose an out-land-oilt Tory govern­
ment had given to itse lf the to ta lita r ia n  powers 
enacted in to  law  in  the Emergency Power Act. 
T h is  act gives the governm ent the r ig h t to a rrest 
and detain in  prison w ith o u t any charges, w ith ­
out any tr ia l,  w ith o u t any explanation o f any 
k ind , any person i t  sees f it  —  fo r the du ra tion  of 
the w a r ! ' I t  gives C h u rch ill the r ig h t to co'riscript 
a ll men and women, o f whatever age, and to send 
them to w ork  o r to other duties anywhere in  the 
land.

W orkers W ould  Have Battled
W ould tile  workers have entrusted sncli sweep­

ing  powers to a T o ry  government? Of course' no t! 
They would have pu t up á tremendous battle  fo r  
th e ir  righ ts . They would have denounced a goW 
ernm ent w h ich  tr ie d  to  pu t an end to k it  th e ir  
democratic figh ts . V ery w isely, therefore, Church­
i l l  pu t to use those labor “ leaders”  who dom inate 
the trade un ion is ts  By use of th e ir  pow erfu l ma­
ch inery o f bureaucracy. He established a Tory- 
Labor "C o a litio n ”  governm ent; th a t is, a govern­
m ent in  w h ich  (lie  false representative's ó f tlte 
w o rk ing  v class make the Workers responsible fo r 
the fu n c tio n in g  of the cap ita lis t system.

D id the Tories com plete ly and ca llously  neg­
lect tó bu ild  á ’r-rá id  shelters fo r  the masses o f 
people? Then p u t a labor man in  charge of th is  
departm ent, and le t h im  assure the w o rk in g  class 
th a t eve ry th ing  possible is being done —  wheri 
no th ing is ac tua lly  done. Is  i t  necessary to ¿re­
duce more in  the factories, to have the fac to ry  
hands put in  long hours, to have them p u t up 
w ith  ever worsening conditions? Then le t good 
old feevin take the m a tte r in  hand. B evin lays 
down the (cap ita lis t) law  —  no s trikes  o r d is­
putes d u rin g  w artim e! The w o rkers  m ust subm it 
to com pulsory a rb itra tio n , off course w ith  th e ir  
“ own”  man on the board th a t settles issues.

H id in g  Signs o f  D iscontent
W ar -always means such su ffe ring  arid hard­

ships fo r the masses th a t th e ir  hatred fo r a sys­
tem w hich imposes these unbearable conditions 
is bound to fla re  up sooner o r latev. In  England 
elections are held pe riod ica lly  fo r members of 
parliam ent. Sirice the beginning o f the war, there 
have beerf1 fift^-t/WQ, such elections. To hide any 
signs of discontent! C hufcK ill got a p o lit ic a l 
“ truce”  from  the Labor P a rty  when he elevated 
its  leaders in to  the government. P arliam ent m ust 
stay the same du rin g  the w ar —  so m any Tories, 
so many Labor riiembets.

W hat have the workers to ga in  from  a ll th is? 
E xactly  noth ing. On the con tra ry, they lose a il 
along the line . C apita lism  strengthens its e lf a t 
every po in t at the expense of the p ro le ta ria t. The 
w orkers are tied hand and foot, Hot on ly  a t home 
bu t in  the colonies as w e ll where the same laws 
¿re made to apply w ith  the benediction of Bevin 
and Company. Under the EPA (Em ergency Power 
A ct) the m il ita n t  fighters fo r w o rk in g  class r ig h ts  
and fo r colon ia l freedom are seized and p u t in  
ja il.  Thus W allace Johnson, President of the 
Sier-ra Leone Trade Ünfon Congress, was ja ile d  
a t once. So was U riah  B u tle r who led the m il i­
ta n t West Ind ies s tr ik e  o f 1937. He was deported 
to a sm all is land (Nelson) o ff T rin idad . M il ita n t  
H indu  leaders were s im ila r ly  disposed of.

A CapitalisEs F rank  Remarks
The cap ita lis ts  use these priv ileged labor lead­

ers to tie  the trade unions arid the Labor P arty  
to the cap ita lis t state. B u t le t no one' suppose 
th a t the fac to ry  owners have an y th in g  bu t con­
tem p t fo r  these too ls ! The E ng lish  w r ite r  C row - 
ther, of the B r it is h  financ ia l jou rna l, the Eco­
nom ist, expresses th is  contem pt in  the New York 

■Tibíe.? (M arch 2 3 rd ):

“ Trade union leaders are e lde rly  gentlem én 
who w an t to  ge t h ighe r wages fo r  th é ir  m em ­
bers, bu t o the rriise  w ish to  change no th ing  . . .■ 
B r it is h  trade union's Occupy ap p ro x im a te ly  the 
same place in  po litics  today as the  Church o f 
E ng land occupied in the  las t cen tu ry  . . . The 
presence o f trade un ion leaders in  the  Cabinet* 
is no more a po rte n t o f revo lu tion  than the fa c t 
th a t Bishops o f the Estab lished Church s it  in  
the House o f Lords . . . N o th in g  has beeri m ore 
noticeable in  C h u rch ill’s cab inet tha n  the  per­
sonal m ed iocrity  o f the  labo r leaders.”

. Croxvther would be qu ite  w ro ng  i f  he th o u g h t 
th a t the class cOriScioiVs B r it is h  w orkers enjo’y  
the spectacle o f theSe m ediocrities pushed around 
w ith  C h u rc h ill’s cane. I t  is these w orkers who' 
are dem anding an end to the truce betweén labor 
and cap ita lism . T h is  question w i l l  come up a t 
the Labor P a rty  Conference to be held th is  June. 
B ut i t  seems u n lik e ly  th a t the  B r it is h  w orkers 
w ill have gone fo rw a rd  enough by th a t tim e to 
force th e ir  leaders to break o ff the truce and the 
coa lition. Such a step would mean a tremendous 
sharpening of the class struggle. I t  would be the 
greatest news of the w ar.

M eantiriie the Am erican w o rk in g  class can 
learn a great deal from  the s itua tion  in  England. 
Men lik e  H illm a n , Green, M urray, Lew is fo llow  
closely in  the footsteps of th e ir  B r it is h  pro to­
types, Bevin and M orrison. • They m ust not- be 
perm itted to put over a truce w ith  United States 
cap ita lism  d u rin g  the w ar. The workers w ou ld  
he com pletely a t the riiércy of th e ir  bosses in  tha t 
case. The Am erican p ro le ta ria t m ust figh t fo r 
its  own ihier'ests!

B rita in ’s People’s Convention
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f i g h t  w i t h  t h e

SO CIALIST W ORKERS PAR TY

ON T H E  W AR  FR O N T:

F o r:
1. M il i ta ry  t ra in in g  o f w orkers, financed by the gov­

ernm ent, under con tro l o f the  trade unions.

2. The establishm ent o f special o ffice rs ’ t ra in in g  
camps, financed by the  governm ent and contro lled 
by the  trade  unions, to  t ra in  w orkers to  become 
officers.

8, Confiscation o f a l l w a r p ro fits— a ll company books 
to  be open fo r  trade union inspection.

4. E xp ro p ria tio n  o f a l l w a r indus tries  and th e ir  
opera tion under w orkers ’ con tro l.

5. T rade union wages, fo r  a ll w o rkers  d ra fte d  in to  the 
a rm y.

«. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed forces—  
Down w ith  J im  Crow ism .

7. A n  end to  secret d iplom acy.

8, A  peoples’ re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.

AT H O M E:

For:
1. A  jo b  and decent l iv in g  fo r  every w orker.

2. T h ir ty - th ir ty — $30 weekly m in im um  wage— 30 
hour weekly m axim um  fo r  a ll w orkers on a ll jobs.

3. $30 weekly old age and d is a b ility  pension.

4. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic equa lity  fo r  the 
N egro- people.

5. W orkers  Defense Guards aga inst v ig ila n te  and 
fasc is t attacks.

8. A  tw e n ty -b illio n  d o lla r Federa l pub lic  w orks and 
housing- p rogram  to  provide jobs fo r  the  unem ­
ployed.

7. E xp ro p ria te  the  S ix ty  F am ilies.

8. A n  Independent Labo r P a rty  based on the Trade 
Unions.

9. A  W orkers ’ and F arm ers ’ Government.

Grim Anniversary
An old man with a  bulbous nose and a pot belly 

draped w ith a heavy gold watch chain participated 
recently at a Waldorf-Astoria banquet to raise 
funds for Greek war relief. When Wendell W illkie, 
the principal speaker, concluded his remarks with 
“ Pray God that day— British victory—w ill not 
be far away,’’ the old man jumped to his feet and 
added his croaking voice to the cheers of the aud­
ience. The old man was J. P. Morgan..

Such a cheer from Morgan has a gruesome 
sound. We know;, for we have heard that cheer be­
fore—exactly 24 years ago this A pril 6th, the an­
niversary of United States entry into the World 
\Var.

The present imperialist slaughter is not some­
thing new and unrelated to that last war. On the 
contrary, it is a continuation. I t  springs from the 
same imperialist ambitions and unresolved riva l­
ries which fostered the first world war.

J. P. Morgan is the living symbol of this con­
tinu ity . I le, more than any other one man, con­
trived our participation in the last v'ar.

In 1915, Morgan became the exclusive Allied 
purchasing agent in the United States. In addition 
lie and his banker colleagues floated private loans 
to finance the Allied war efforts.

A letter which Colonel House, Morgan’s friend, 
sent to President Wlison shortly before war was 
declared, has since been published. In this letter 
House pointed to the financial catastrophe to Ame­
rican capitalism if  the Morgan-sponsored loans to 
Britain should be wiped out by a British defeat. 
Hodse demanded a declaration of war. And it 
came.

The financial interests of Morgan and his breed 
are far more gigantic today than.in 1917. Britain 
is now at best a jun ior partner o f the American 
bankers. Morgan’s gruesome cheer is fo r a war that 
means many more billions in profits for him and 
his kind than in 1917 and equally as much more 
death and‘agony for the masses.

This war is a continuation o f the last' in still 
another sense. Out of the last war was born the 
Russian Revolutions o f 1917 and .that great pro­
letarian revolutionary tide which swept through 
Europe and stopped the war.

A continuation is not a repetition. This war 
w ill not simply repeat the events o f the last. The 
present imperialist armed struggle is the expres­
sion o f a capitalist world far more decayed than 
i t  Was in 1917. I t  involves masses who have w ithin 
their reach' the knowledge and experiences of the

October Revolution and the lessons o f the invinc­
ible Bolshevik Party of Lenin and Trotsky.

The last war witnessed the overthrow of the 
weakest link in world capitalism, the Russian 
bourgeoisie. This war places on the order of the 
day the revolutionary overthrow of the entire 
world system of capitalism.

In this overthrow, the American working-class 
is destined to play a decisive part. The American 
workers havij passed through a tempering fire of 
vast struggles in the past ten years. They are more 
hardened and matured in the class struggle. Com­
pared to the stripling who faced 1917, the Ame­
rican working class is now a full-grown giant.

Trotsky wrote in 1940, " . . .  the objective situa­
tion and the experience accumulated by the Ame­
rican workers can pose within a very brief period 
of time on the order of the day the question of the 
conquest o f power. . . ”

I t  is this conquest of power by the American 
proletariat which w ill put an end to this war and 
to all future capitalist wars. Then we shall really 
celebrate the anniversary of April 6, 1917!

They Praise Violence!
The thing that happened in Yugoslavia last 

week is what is called the violent overthrqw of a 
legally-constituted government. The army ousted 
the regular government ministers from office, ar­
rested them, occupied government buildings. The 
regent, Prince Paul, was put to flight, and young 
Peter Karageorgevitch was proclaimed King.

Now we have been hearing a lot front Presi­
dent Roosevelt, Churchill & Co. about "violence 
and disorder.”  We are being told every day that 
we are going to have to go to war to combat these 
evil things. We just can’t have governments being 
ousted, overthrown, parliaments ignored, ministers 
arrested and all that. I t  just isn’t deipocratic.

What must be our surprise then to hear Roose­
velt and Churchill both and all their radios and 
their newspapers hailing with joyfu l satisfaction 
this reversal of orderly democratic processes? 
Churchill said that "Yugoslavia has found her 
soul.”  Roosevelt promptly sent King Peter a 
promise of help. The New York Times called the 
m ilita ry  putsch "the choice of a free'people.”

Can it be that our rulers are not really defend­
ers of democratic orderliness at all times and under 
all conditions? Is it  really, really possible that they 
are ready to blink their eyes a little  at deviations 
from the true path when their higher imperialist 
interests require it?

So it  would seem. How else can we explain 
their pleasure over a violent m ilita ry  putsch? Or 
their alliances with the bloody Greek dictatorship? 
Or the inclusion of a dozen Latin American dic­
tatorships in the hemispheric "democratic" front? 
Or the recognition o f the hangman and butcher 
Chiang Kai-shek as a "democratic leader” ?

In other words, we learn again that all this big 
ta lk  about "democracy”  and “ orderly processes”  
is a lot of bunk. When it  su'i(s their imperialist 
interests, our rulers are quite ready to be pleased 
w ith violence and disorder, even with the over­
throw of governments by means other than orderly 
elections. '

Let us not, on our part, be hypnotized by empty 
words. Our bosses are quite realistic. We have to 
be too.

Conveys Next
" I t  is going to mean nothing in winning the 

war unless the goods we produce and ship reach 
their destination. But due to thinness o f protec­
tion, ships are sunk and goods are lo s t. . .  I t  is an 
essential part o f German tactics to throttle the 
American supply. We have got to make up our 
minds what we are going to do about it. Are we 
going to deliver the goods?”

These are the words of Colonel W illiam  J. Don­
ovan in his radio address of March 26. Donovan 
was "reporting”  on his recent thfee months tour 
o f the war zone as an “ unofficial" Administration 
observer. His words are, of course, the ideas of 
Roosevelt himself.

This statement o f Donovan’s was the opening 
gun in the campaign for armed convoys.

Donovan implies, that the only way goods can 
be delivered to England is with the protection of 
the Unite’d States Navy.

I t  is significant that Donovan’s "report”  to the 
American people dwelt exclusively on the single 
question of implementing "A id  to B rita in”  and 
stayed clear of telling us the state of affairs in 
Europe. Not for the masses is the actual report 
he made to Roosevelt on the conditions in Europe, 
the war aims of the Allies, the committments ex­
changed w ith Churchill. Ours not ,to reason why or 
tp know why or wherefore.

The Administration defeated the attempt to 
amend the lease-lend b ill to ban the use o f convoys. 
Nevertheless, the b ill as passed does include the 
clause: "Nothing in this act shall be construed to 
authorize or permit.the authorization, of convoying 
vessels by naval vessels of the United States.”

This clause was thrown in as a deceptive sop to 
appease the fear of the masses that the lease-lend 
b ill would pave the way to armed convoys and war. 
It was a lawyer’s trick. The clause does not pro­
h ib it such convoys.

The fight of the anti-war forces must be con­
centrated now against the use o f armed co’nvovs. 
Only the sternest opposition o f the American mass­
es can give Roosevelt pause in taking this next 
step into the war.

GPU Frees Siqueiros; 
Buys Mexican “Justice”
Leader of May 24,1940 Machine-Gun Attack On Trotsky House 
Is Released On Bail Despite Guilt For Bob Harte's Murder

M EXICO  C ITY .—The GPU does not forget its agents. 
W ith its vast resources it has succeeded in corrupting Mexican 
justice and liberating David A lfaro Siqueiros, the leader of the 
GPU gang that made the machine-gun attack on the Trotsky 
home on May 24, 1940, murdering Trotsky’s young guard Rob­
ert Sheldon Harte.

Siqueiros has not been fu lly  liberated as yet. He has, how­
ever, been freed on bail. The bail bond required was the sum of 
800 dollars (4000 pesos). Unless within Mexico there is a reac­
t io n  to  th is  perversion o f jus tice  
i t  is  easy to  p red ic t th a t  S iquei­
ros w i l l  be com ple te ly  libe ra ted  
o r s u ffe r  a s lig h t fine o r sm all 
sentence. •

A fte r the attack on May 2”4th 
the Com m unist P arty  and its  fe l­
low trave lle rs, try in g  to th row  
people o ff the track, demanded 
th a t the c u lp r its  g u ilty  of the a t­
tack be apprehended and dealt 
w ith  severely. They then raised 
a how l tha t the attack was organ­
ized by T ro tsky  him self.

U n fo rtuna te ly  fo r  the GPU, 
some of the gang p a rtic ip a tin g  in  
the attack were caught and i t  be­
came clear tha t the GPU was d i­
re c tly  responsible.

S IQ U E IR O S ’ G U IL T
Siqueiros was named by his ac­

complices as the leader o f the a t ­
tack. A fte r much c r it ic is m  the 
au tho rities  fin a lly  succeeded in  
locating  his h id in g  place and- cap­
tu r in g  h im . D u rin g  the hearings

he claimed tha t he had charge 
of the “ exte rna l”  side o f the at 
tack but had no th ing to do w i t !  
the m achine-gunning o f T ro tsky ’s 
bedroom.

I t  was proved, however, th a t Si 
queiros came to the scene dressec 
in  the un ifo rm  of a m a jo r o f the 
Mexican a rm y; tha t he directed 
the ty in g  up o f the policemen on 
guard at the house.

About 300 bullets were fired in to  
T ro tsky ’s bedroom and other 
rooms of the house. Incend iary  
bombs were hurled in to  some of 
the rooms. Robert Sheldon Harte, 
the young guard, was kidnapped 
and murdered.-

H IS  A B S U R D  A L IB I
Siqueiros made the preposter­

ous cla im  th a t the purpose o f the 
a ttack was to get some documents 
to prove th a t T ro tsky  was a “ coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry .”

Was It  necessary to fire  300 
shots from  machine guns to  get

these documents? D id  i t  require 
the m urder o f H arte  to get the 
documents? And w hy were nq do­
cuments taken by the gang? Did 
S iqueiros know where those do­
cuments were?

Siqueiros’ fantastic, story was 
enough to convict h im  before any 
body. He was g u ilty  of many 
crim es —  the most serious being 
the attem pt on the li fe  of T ro tsky  
and the m urder of H arte .

B ut the GPU is stronger than 
Mexican justice. I t  has lim ’ tless 
amounts of money and trem end­
ous influence.

M A Y  F R E E  AS S A S S IN
And now tha t- Siqueiros is out 

the GPU is already m ob iliz ing  its  
forces to libera te  Jacson, the as­
sassin who k ille d  T ro ts k y  on 
August 20, 1940. I t  sounds fan­
tastic but le t no one be su rp ris ­
ed i f  the GPU succeeds in  “ prov­
in g " that. Jacson was insane at the 
tim e he attacked T ro tsky  or be­
came insane afterwards.

There m ust be many Mexicans 
hanging th e ir  heads in  shame ai 
the  spectacle of GPU m urderers 
going scot-free. B u t i t '  is  not 
enough s im p ly  to  be ashamed. An 
active campaign against the GPU 
is necessary to prevent the great­
est travesty o f justice.

Union Officials' Salaries 
Must Rise, Say Officials

The Hotel and Restaurant Employees’ International (A FL) 
opens its Golden-Jubilee Convention on April 21, in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Whatever else the convention does or doesn’t. do, the one 
thing its international officers are determined on is to get a raise.

•More interesting than this news ate the reasons given by 
the officials to justify  increases in their,own salaries.

T he stage was set for the increase in an article “ The Case: 
Fpr .More Adequate. S e r ie s ,"  in the international’s monthly, 
The Catering Industry Employee, in January. The key sentence 
in  that a rtic le  read,: ,-.

"T he y  (th e  union o ffic ia ls ) 
m ust constantly  meet and fra -' 
te rn izc  w ith  em ployers and 
professional elements, many o f 
whom receive fa r  g rea te r sa l­
aries than we have been in  the 
h a b it o f pa y in g  ( to  our o ff ic ­
e rs) and many have been the 
embarassments suffe red by un­
com p la in ing  o ffic ia ls  because 
o f th is  fa c t.”
The in te rna tiona l offic ia ls  “ f ra ­

ternize w ith  employers”  and 
therefore should be’ able to liv e  
the -same k in d  o f life , financ ia lly , 
as the employers. T h a t’s w hat 
th a t sentence says, and qu ite  
ba ld ly!

T H E  R E S U LTS  OF 
“ F R A T E R N IZ A T IO N ”

W hat happens to un ion offic ia ls 
who "fra te rn ize  w ith  employers’1 
and liv e  the li fe  o f the employ­
ers, w ith  costly homes, vacations 
in  F lo rida , etc.?

W ith  th e ir  touching desire to 
avoid embarassment fo r  those who 
can’t liv e  on the same scale, such 
offic ia ls spare such embarassment 
to the ran k  and file o f the unions 
by the sim ple expedient of never 
“ fra te rn iz in g " w ith  the rank and 
file. They spend th e ir  tim e  w ith  
those who can "fra te rn ize ”  on th a t 
scale: o ther in te rna tiona l offic ia ls 
and the bosses.

A fte r a few years of tha t they 
understand the "prob lem s" of the 
bosses in fin ite ly  better than they 
understand the needs o f th e ir 
’own”  ra n k  and file. They are no 

longer w orkers ’ leaders; they are 
"labo r statesmen,”  pe rfo rm ing  a 
"n a tio na l service”  by graciously 
co n tro llin g  the unions.

One local un ion protested 
against “ The Case for, Moi*e Ade­
quate, Salaries,”  and was suffi 
c ie n tly  in flu e n tia l to secure pub­
lic a tio n  o f its  le tte r  in  the  March 
issue o f The Catering In d u s try  
Employee. T h is  was the Cooks, 
Pastry Cooks and Assistants Lo ­
cal 228 of Oakland, C a lifo rn ia . 
Us le tte r made a number of very 
cogent po in ts;

On " fra te rn iz in g  w ith  employ­
ers”  i t  said:

Now i t  seems to us th a t as a 
m a tte r of s tr ic t  trade un ion p r in ­
ciples, any of our o ffic ia ls, local 
o r In te rn a tion a l, m ust meet w ith  
employers. However, we do not 
feel th a t the best in terests o f trade 
union p rinc ip les are served \>y 
fra te rn iz in g  w ith  these groups.”

On salaries i t  said;

“ In  the fo u rth  paragraph (of 
the a rtic le ) i t  is stated th a t B ro th  
er M eany,. Secretary-Treasurer of 
the A F L , ‘.worked fo r the very  
modest stipend o f $10,000 and is 
now raised to $18,000’ . . . The 
m axim um  fo r a miscellaneous 
w o rke r on the We$t Coast is from  
$17.50 to  $20. per week in  union 
houses. M any w orkers  whom we 
sign Up are rece iv ing as l i t t le  as 
$8 to $10 per week, and we wonder 
i f  the au tho r o f th a t  a rtic le  ever 
tr ie d  to  sell 'U n io n ism  to people 
rece iv ing $10 and less per week, 
on ly  to have them jo in  the un ion 
and read in  our o ffic ia l magazine 
reference to the ‘very modest s t i­
pend of $10,000 per year’ ?”
X The le tte r concludes w ith  the 

w a rn ing  tha t, w ith  ta lk  “ about 
modest stipends o f $10,000 o r $18
000 a year, is i t  any wonder tha t 
t lie  newer members o f our In te r ­
na tiona l Un ion th in k  th a t un ion­
ism  is a .ra c k e t?  We as (loca l! 
Union are not opposed to adequate 
salaries to o ffic ia ls ; however, we 
feel -that a decent sa lary p lus an 
expense account is suffic ien t.”

M j. jV O ’
■ The In te rn a tion a l's  answer to 
th is  le tte r— w ritte n  by the m onth­
ly ’s ed ito r —  avoids m ost of the 
questions raised, h u t more than 
makes up fo r that, by one u tte r ly  
revealing sentence:

T H E  B U R E A U C R A T ’S V IE W  
OF T H E  W O R LD

‘You take exception in  you r 
f i f th  paragraph to  m y s ta te ­
m ent th a t ‘B ro th e r Meany, 
S ecre tary-T reasu rer o f t h e  
A F L , worked fo r  the  ve ry  m o­
dest stipend o f 310,000 and is 
raised to  $18,000.’ A l l  r ig h t—
1 repeat th a t s tatem ent. A l l  
th in g s  are re la tive , and we do, 
no t compare (w o rke rs ’ ) wage- 
scales w ith  salaries paid our 
Business Representatives, Sec­
re ta ry -T reasu re rs  o f locah-. let. 
alone ou r N a tio n a l and In te r ­
na tiona l officers.”
"W e do no t compare”  a w o rk­

er's wage w ith  th a t o f the officer 
who is supposed to serve h im ! 
Just absorb the fu ll m eaning o f 
th a t revealing phrase! The w o rk ­
ing  s tilt ' and the un ion o ffic ia l — 
they are no t o f the sam e-c lay, 
they belong to d iffe re n t worlds, 
th e ir  incomes cannot be compared 
w ith  each other. There is the soul 
o f the labor bureaucrat!

N a tu ra lly , i f  he finds i t  im per­
m issible to  Compare in  any way

the wage of the w o rke r and the 
sa la ry  'of the w orker's  "ow n ’’ o f­
fic ia l, how, then,‘ can the bureauc­
ra t compare the wage o f the w o rk ­
e r w ith - th e  . “ earningb" of the 
boss?. y. .........

H o rro r is the na tu ra l sentim ent 
w h ich rises in  the soul o f the 
bureaucrat i f  he hears a w orker 
say, to he ll w ith  the boss, we do 
a ll the w ork  and we ought to get 
the f ru its  o f our w ork. H o rro r — 
fo r w hat k in d  of a w o rld  would- 
i t  be i f  the  w o rke r could squeeze 
the boss d ry  and —  good heavens! 
—  perhaps even reduce the boss to 
the liv in g  standard o f the w o rk ­
er? W here would the in te rn a tio n : 
a l un ion o ffic ia l be in  such a 
world?

“ No,”  says the soul o f the bu­
reaucrat,”  the w o rld  m ust he a 
place where common clay gets one 
k in d  of liv in g , and an en tire ly  
d iffe re n t k in d  of l iv in g  is reserv­
ed fo r  those whose incomes "do 
no t compare w ith ”  the w orkers ’ 
wage —  the bosses and'those who 
“ fra te rn ize  w ith  the employers.”

Such is  the soul o f the labor 
bureaucrat —  one which cannot 
conceive of any other k in d  of 
w orld  except the cap ita lis t w o rld  
of priv ileged and underpriv ileged, 
o f those who to il and those who 
reap the fru its , of the w o rke r and 
his exp lo iters. T ha t is the soul 
of p ra c tica lly  a l l top trade union 
o ffic ia ls  —  the soul o f labor-lieu- 
tenants o f cap ita lism .

The workers w i l l  be led to com­
plete freedom no t by these men 
bu t by those pledged to  destroy 

cap ita lism  —  the revo lu tiona ry  
socialists.
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Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

For the Independence o f E th iop ia
i. W ith  the expulsion o f the Ita lia n  im p e ria lis t a rm y 
from  E th iop ia , the people o f th a t country should lose 
no tim e  in  dem anding the im m ediate re tire m en t of 
a ll B r it is h  troops and complete independence. And, 
w hat is more im portan t, they should prepare th e ir  
forces to conduct a serious s trugg le to w in ' those 
demands.

One can be absolutely ce rta in  th a t B r it is h  im p e ri­
a lism  w i l l  ho ld on to E th io p ia  as long as ' i t  possibly 
can ahd w i l l  not g ra n t independence to the E th iop ian  
people unless i t  is  compelled to do so.

When in  1935 M usso lin i sent an a rm y to subju­
gate the E th io p ians ,'th e  T ro tsky is t movement unhesi­
ta t in g ly  came out in  favo r o f the E th io p ian  people 
against the I ta lia n  im peria lis ts .

Some people were surprised a t t lie  fac t th a t we 
"took such a position. How could a revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
representing eve ry th ing th a t constitutes progress de­
fend a backward cou n try  lik e  E th iop ia? J t was as­
serted, and the t ru th  o f the. assertion could no t be 
challenged, th a t feudalism  and slavery characterized 
E th iop ian  society and th a t H a ile  Selassie, the "L io n  
o f' Judah,”  was no th ing  but a crue l slave-driver.

There were those who argued fu r th e r  th a t the 
conquest of E th io p ia  by an advanced cap ita lis t coun­
t r y  would be progressive because its  backwardness 
w ould thereby be destroyed. Others, recognizing the 
im p e ria lis t aim s o f I ta ly , were u n w illin g  to take 
sides in  the struggle, also o ffe rin g  the  backwardness 
o f E th io p ia  and the c ru e lty  o f its  ru le r  as ju s tific a tio n  
fo r th e ir  a ttitud e  of n e u tra lity .

R evo lu tionary  M arx is ts  brushed away a ll these a r­
guments as superfic ia l and presented the basic M arx­
is t contention: th a t in  the m odern w o rld  im p e ria lism  
constitutes the m ost reactionary force because i t  is 
im peria lism  th a t prevents the g row th  and fu r th e r  de­
velopm ent of the productive forces. Consequently the 
strugg le o f any group, even though l iv in g  in  a back­
w ard country, against any section o f t lie  im p e r ia lis t 
w orld  is progressive in  character and m ust be sup­
ported. ,

W e did no t support E th io p ia  against Ita lia n  im ­
pe ria lism  because we pre ferred the  E th io p ian  back­
ward economy to the ca p ita lis t economy o f I ta ly  bu t 
because a v ic to ry  of the E th io p ian  people would have 
been a blow a t the whole system o f im peria lism  •

There was o f course, and there can be, no danger 
whatever th a t a v ic to ry  o f t ile  E th iop ians m ig h t lead 
to the supp lanting  of cap ita lis t economy by the feudal 
and slave-owning economy of E th iop ia . C ap ita lis t 
economy can be replaced on ly  by a socia lis t economy 
and a defeat o f I ta lia n  im peria lism  a t the hands of 
the E th iop ians would advance the in terests o f the 
fu tu re  socia list economy.

* * *

A t  the tim e o f the invasion o f E th iop ia  by Ita ly , 
B r it is h  -im peria lism  was w ill in g  to p e rm it the sub ju­
ga tion  of the E th iop ian  people by a r iv a l im peria lism . 
The B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  were no t exactly overjoyed 
at. the spectacle but. s t i l l  d id npt consider M usso lin i’s 
venture o f such danger to themselves as to ju s t ify  
go ing to w a r about it .  Under the leadership o f Eden 
a sm all section of the B r it is h  ru l in g  class favored 
ta k in g  drastic  measures to teach M usso lin i a lesson, 
h u t Eden was overruled. The loss of independence 
o f the E th iop ians was a m atte r tha t d id  no t d is tu rb  
the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts . A ll they did was to give 
the "L io n  of Judah”  asylum in  London, no doubt 
th in k in g  th a t he m ig h t comq in  handy in  the fu ture .

Sure enough C h u rch ill and pdert had a chance tq  
dust o ff the L ion  of Judah. W hen the B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lis ts  found themselves a t w a r w ith  M ussolin i 
they shipped H a ile  Selassie back to m obilize the 
E th iop ians against the Ita lia n  arm y.

The E th iop ian  tribesm en, not belonging to  ll io  
le ft is t  sects th a t plague the revo lu tiona ry  movement 
o f the advanced cap ita lis t countries, b u t being prac­
t ic a l people, decided th a t i t  was pe rfectly  proper to 
accept guns from  the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  and use 
them  against the Ita lia n  im peria lis ts . The m ain  en­
emy were the robbers who had actual possession of 
the house and- i t  was necessary to u tiliz e  a ll means 
to k ick  them out.

The F igh t Against B r it is h  Im pe ria lism
And now th a t the Ita lia n  exp lo iters have been com­

pelled to  ge t out, the E th iop ians  should tu rn  th e ir  
a tten tion  to the B r it is h  who helped the E th iop ians 
not out of any a ltru is t ic  m otives bu t because i t  served 
B r it is h  im p e ria lis t in te rests to do so.

The leaders o f B r it is h  im peria lism  have already 
announced th a t they .w ill take the E th iop ians under 
th e ir  tutelage and g ra n t them  independence on ly  a fte r 
a period of p repa ra tory  tra in in g .

T h a t the E th iop ian  people require  help to develop 
th e ir  country  is something, tha t eannot be denied. B u t 
th a t the E th iop ian  people require  tra in in g  by the 
B r it is h  im peria lis ts  in  order to be independent is d is­
proved by the fac t tha t they have been independent 

X fo r  centuries w ith o u t the aid of the B r it is h  im per­
ia lis ts .

I t  would be pe rfectly  possible J o r  Great B r ita in  
to help the E th iop ians develop th e ir  cou n try  indus­
t r ia l ly  w ith o u t subjecting them to any period of tu te l­
age. B ut th a t is out o f the question fo r  the B r it is h  
ru l in g  class which is not interested in  the  progress 
and independence o f the E th iop ians. I t  is in te res ted “ 
on ly in  e x p lo it in g  the E th iop ians. . «-

O nly a, socia lis t regime in  England would grant- 
independence to E th io p ia  and a t the same tim e  help 
the E th iop ians develop th e ir  coun try  in d u s tr ia lly . Un­
der a socia lis t regime i t  would be to the -advantage 
of the E ng lish people to see to i t  th a t a ll in d u s tr ia lly  
backward countries received th e ir  help. Under social­
ism  the standard o f l iv in g  in  one cou n try  rises to 
the extent th a t a ll countries are fu lly  developed. T ha t 
is w hy the colon ia l and sem i-colonial peoples must' 
jo in  the revo lu tiona ry  p ro le ta ria t o f the advanced’ 
countries in  the strugg le against im peria lism .

M hereas the L ion  of Judah can come to some agree­
m ent w ith ' the B r it is h  L ion and thus ob ta in  some 
crumbs fo r  h im self, the E th iop ian  people have n o " 
other recourse than to demand complete independence 
from  the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  and to strugg le lo r  i t  
w ith  a ll weapons a t th e ir  disposal.


