Labor’s Answer
To Government
Strikebreaking

An Editorial

Against state police and company gangsters at
River Rouge—and at Bethlehem—and at Allis-
Chalmers—and at International Harvester’s plants—
everywhere the workers are showing their readiness
to fight as hard as necessary to win their just de-
mands.

Company towns where yesterday no worker
dared wear a union button are today union strong-
holds: Ford’s Dearborn and Bethlehem and Johns-
town are only the more dramatic examples of this
lransformatuon, wrought by the workers’ will to
struggle.

Everywhere they have brushed aside the bosses'
argument that this is no time to strike, The war pro-
paganda has not blinded the workers. They KNOW
that this is the moment to win and lhey are on the
march! )
But as they march toward victory, enemies Tie
in ambush. Enemies whom the workers don’t yet
fully realize are enemies. Unless the workers recog-
nize these enemies for what they are, the great march
of labor will be waylaid and cut to pieces.

Who are these enemies? They are those who sent the o:dc
tc the Allis-Chalmers strikers to return to work. Those who de-
clare that henceforth all unions must observe a “cooling off”
period. Those who, in the InterNational Harvester, Vanadium,
Universal Cyclops Steel, Cornell-Dubilier strikes demanded .that
the strikers go back to work immediately -and thus continue ne-
gotiations under conditions where the boss with his plam run-
ning, has the upper hand.

The enemies of the workers are those who call upon. the 48
state administrations to speed up organization of the Home
Guard “to curb labor disturbances.”” Those for whom the six-ton
armored car belching gas at the Allis-Chalmers strikers, the30-
inch riot sticks with which women and children- were clubbed at
Bethlehem, the Chicago killer-cops, are not. enough, but who
demand "Home" Guard strikebreakers by the tens of thousands
—these are the enemies of labor.

Who committed these crimes against labor? Their names
are known to all workers. OPM Director Knudsen and Secretary
of the Navy Knox sent that order to the Allis-Chalmers strikers.
National Mediation Board Chairman was responsible for telling
all unions henceforth to observe a “cooling of {” period. The Na-
tional Mediation Board as a whole old the strikers, in every case
certified to the board, to return to work first and discuss their
grievances later, It was Secretary of War Stimson who, remind-
ing the state government they would get from him all the guns
. the) needed, urged them to speed expansion of their Home Guard
units to “maintain law and order” against *‘labor disturbances.”

Nor do these names complete the list of enemies of labor.
The direst threats against the wotkers 4ré coming from the ‘poll- |
tax (‘ongressmm Summers of Texas, foaming at the mouth with
tlass-hatred, calls for death in the electric chair for strikers in
war industries. Cox of Georgia calls for industrial conscription
of all workers up to the age of 65. Smith of Virginia launches a
new assault on the last vestiges of the Wagner Act.

And does anybody rise in Congress to blast these poll-tax
Congressmen out of their seats? Not at all. On the contrary, the
poll-tax Congrusmen s speeches are being used to scare the work-
ers. Congressional “friends of labor” point to these rabid speech-
es and tell us: “See, unless you are reasonable, and do what the
Mediation Board and the other government agencies want you
to do, Cox and Sumners and Smith will have their way.” Thus
the poll-tax Congressmen and the “liberal” Congressmen are to-
gether working the old “havd-cop, soft-cop” trick: the hard cop
hits you to make you give in, while the soft cop wheedles it out
of you.

Nor does this exhaust the list of those who are cracking
down on the workers. Roosevelt demands “uninterrupted pro-
duction” of coal, but savs nothing about the fact that the miners
offered to continue working on condition that any gains under
the new contract be retroactive until April 1, and that the bosses
refused this. By saying nothing, Roosevelt condones the refusat
of the bosses and puts pressure on the miners to go back to work
unconditionally.

Nor does this exhaust the list. The most outrag-
eous acts against the workers have come from those
agencies of government in which labor
tatives”’ are flmcnonmg the Office of Production
Management in which Hillman is co-director with
Knudsen, the Mediation Board on which sit Green
and Harrison, Murray and Kennedy. Hillman *‘vaca-
tions” and lends consent by silence, while Knuad-
sen orders strikers back to work. Philip Murray,
CIO head covers up the strikebreaking moves made
by the Mediation Board on which he sits.

Add all this up. Add together the actual moves made against
the workers, plus the threats of further action against the work-
ers, and the answer is plain: the basic tendency of the govern-
ment as a whole is toward systematic strikebreaking. All these
_individual instances are not separate and apart from each other,
but are parts of this strikebreaking tendency.,

This kind of strikebreaking, like'any other kind, can be
stopped by the workers. But they can't stop it until they under-
stand what it is. Once they understand that it is goveérnment
strikebreaking, then they can fight it successfully.

Unmask this governmental strikebreaking! Show it up for
what it is! No tfade union official shall serve the government
agencies as a fig-leal covering up its strikebreaking. ‘Withdraw
all union officials from the government service!

Lvery strike shows that the workers can win only by their
own independent class action. An end to this business of union
officials spending all their time fraternizing with government
bodies while uu\lu rienced picket lines are left to-shift for them-
selves.

These and other immediate tasks of the working class be-
come clear and can be concretely formulated, once we under-
stand what must be done.

In the adjoining column we submit such a program of im-
mediate tasks for the consideration of all workers and their
trade unions and other workers” organizations. We welcome dis-
cussion of this program by all workers and throw open our pages
to letters from trade unions and individual workers,

“represen« |
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Hillman and Murray,

shall 'no ‘longer serve as union

strikebreaking:

2. Organize the plckel lines for all-out mih

- tant defense against the

cops and company hoodlums.

, No more inadequately prepared picket lines. The place)
. of union officials is directing the strengthening of picket lines,
and not trying to get non-existent government “help” for fav~'
orable settlements. The workers can win only by their own in-'

. dependent class action.
3. Organize Union

“tect the picket lines and union halls against ‘law’

and order committees,’
other anti-labor bands.

. 4. Call an immediate halt to all acts of hos-
tility between the AFL and CIO which serve the

bosses’ strikebreaking.

The CIO had no business lending its name to four
electricians working for a boss who wouldn’t sign the regular
AFL union contract at \Vright Field;
ment a pretext to crack down on what it called a
tional” strike. On the heels of that came the AFL's Lharlermg
of the company union at International Ilarvester, ;.,l\mg a

“jurisdictional” cover to Chicago’s cops to beat up the CIO
picket line. Similar crimes are being committed by the AFL

at Allis-Chalmers and Ford.

5. Demand the unification of the AFL and
CIO on the basis of preserving and extending the
. industrial form of organization.

The main responsibility for a divided labor movement
~must be placed on the shoulders of the craft union moguls of
the AFL. They can and must be forced to yield to a progres-..
sive uniﬁcalion of the trade union movement.

6. Independent working class pohucal de-

tlon.
“Pure and simple”

A Program For
Today'’s Figi_

1. Demand that trade union officials resign
from all posts in the government, including the
OPM and the National Mediation Board.

Harrison, Green and Kennedy

trade unionism is bankrupt. Every
governor, mayor, sheriff, police chief, who acts today against
the workers got his office with the help of
labor votes. It is now a life-and-death question that the work-
ers must have their own party, an Independent Labor Party
constituted by the trade unions, all of whose candidates shall
be answerable to it for all their actions. Such a party will rally
the farmers and all other toilers behind it and open up the |
road to a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government:

Aiig-leaves for go\'emmem

thuggery of government

Defense Guards to pro-:

and all

‘home guards,”™

that gave the govemn-
“jurisdic-

“non-partisan”

ON THE WAR FRONTS

by GEORGE STERN

Everybody knows that when
Hltler speaks of ‘liberation” he
means enslavement, Everyone
knows his “order” and "peace” is
chaos and war. Everyone knows
his “promise” {is always a con-
seious deception.

But Hitler has no monopoly
on this imperialist doubletalk.
‘When Churchill, Roosevelt and
their minions speak glittering-
ly about “freedom” and “inde-
pendence” and “post-war ad-
justment” just what do THEY
mean by these things?

. Last week Lord Halifax, the
British ambassador, was in New
York. He made a speech before
the Pllgrim’s Society in which he
spoke eloguently about all these
fne-sounding propositions like the
rightg of man aud the free inde-
pendence of uations. Tbe next
day, bowever, Lc¢ made the mlis-
take of facing a battery of New
York reporters who tried to pin
him down to some more concrete
explapation of his terms.

In his replies, the British en-
voy gave a pretty good demon-
stration of capitalist squirming.
One réporter asked if the An-
glo-American “cooperation” of
tomorrow meant abandonment
of the Ottawa imperial prefer-
ence system erected as a bar-
rier against U, S. trade inroads
into British imperial markets.
“I wouldn’t at all be taken as
saying that! the ambassador
replied quickly.

Another reporter dwelt on the
ambassudor's promise that in the
post-war world “economic ditficul-
tles” would be ironed out. He ask-
ed lhe envoy "to point to a spe-
cific failure in world economic
deallogs which may be corrected
in the future.”

“I- think {t-would be unwise,"
Halifax uncomfortably replied,

of his speechify'iug with concrete

Another reporter quoted from
the Halifax speech about “‘equal
political opportunity for all
peoples” and asked if this
meant Britain was ready to free
India.

“It is not possible to dispose
of India in a sentence;” replied
the former viceroy of India,
adding that Britain still held
to her promise to give India
“dominion status” at some fu-
ture time.

In this and in all the other em-
barassing subjecis brought up at
the conference, the British ambas-
sador showed a curious unwilling-
ness to fill in the shadow outlines

facts and names. He himself ex-
plaiped the difficulty:

“It is comparatively easy to
lay down principles (but) the
trouble may come when you
come to the question of discuss-
ing with other nations how
these general principles are to
be applied.”

In other words, in ‘“geneval
principle™ Britain is for f{reedom
for India, world economic “adjust-
ment,"” freedom and independence
for all. But when it comes to ap-
plying them, we always discover
that Britaio really means enslave-
ment for India. continued an-
archy in world economy. and con-
tinued subjection of the world to
imperialist interests.

Hitler doesn’t fool anybody
with his big words. But neither
should Churchill, Roosevelt and
Halifax. None of them is re-
ally talking about freedom for
the people of the world. What
they are fighting about is who
shall be slave-master of the
world. All the rest is propa-
gandistic and diplomatic clap-

| ments,

Serbian royalty,

This Human Wall Did It

An unusual shot of one of the scenes during the victorious strike of the Steel Workers Or-
ganizing Committee (CIO) at the 21,000 man plant of Bethlehem Steel in Bethlehem, Pa.
mass of strikers are shown here blocking the entrance to the main gate of the plant.

A

\Jugoslav

asses Given
No Part in Army Coup

New Regime A Dictatorship, Like the Old; But the Revolt Was
Popular, For the Masses Are Determined To Resist Fascism

What happened in Yugoslavia was a coup d’etat, staged by
anti-German officers, apparently with support and connivance
of the British legation, and without too much opposition on
the part of the old government. What mainly differentiates the
new from the old dictatorship is that it is on| the sxdo. of the
British/—and that is why Yugosla\m is said to have “found her
soul” and become a “hero nation’ " overnight.

While it is undoubtedly true that in their own way the army
leaders will make every attempt to defend Yugoslavia-against
German and Italian aggression, they can at the same time be
trusted by the bourgeoisie to be completely incapable and unwill-
ing to solve that country’s most pressing and dangerous prob-
lems: a fact amply and brutally
demonstrated during the sixteén
vears of King Alexander's reign,
when the army was the real
power.

ing existed among the masses of
Yugoslavia's population, a feeling
vastly strengthened by the victory
of the October, 1917 revolution.
The Yugoslav peasants, discont-
ented, unable to understand why
in the midst of the abundance that
was growing on their fertile sofl
they were forced to lead a life
of undescribable misery and squa-
lor, sensed dimly that their way
out lay in the example of Russia,
This attitude recently fouund a dis-
torted expression in the appoint-
ment of Milan Gavrilovitch, long-

And yet the events of the past
few days in that country may well
gsignal the beginning of the real
struggle in Europe. Unquestion-
ably the British and American
press had good reason to play up
the "popular revolt” angle. But
at the same time we must guard
against underestimating the part
which popular opposition, particu-

;‘”?" ’;’ i‘:]"b'f* 32: Mou;enelgro. | time leader of the agrarian party,
s play m ese develop- | .. Yugoslavia’s first envoy fto

Moscow,
Yugoslavia is a ‘Versailles patch-

work composed of the pre-war in-
dependent kingdom of Serbia, the
Austrian provinces of Croatia,
Bosnia, and Herzegovina, and the
unconquerable mountain. region of
Montenegro. Eighty per cent of
the population are peasants, nom-
inally free, hut for the greater
part living far below subsistence
level,

The majority of Yugoslavia's
population is fiercely opposed to
fascism, and is indeed ready lo
fight and die rather than submit
to slavery. Even though the over-
throw of the compromise-govern-
ment was the work of the army
hierarchy, the immense popular
indignation which swept the coun-
try ‘al the news of the signing of
the Vienna pact clearly indicates
that readiness. It veally was a
popular revolt, a first awakening
of the masses who, as yet grop-
ing and lacking both leadership
and organization, are begioning to
rise against the terrible oppres-
sion they have known.

And it must not be -forgolten
that the army itsell' consists of
these same peasants and workers:
that the officers corps, one of the
voungest aud most. efficicut in Cu-
rope, is composed ol yeal peasants
itgelf and Jacks completely that
arrogant aristocracy which can

Before the last war the political
ties between Serbia and Czavist
Russia were move than close. The
educated at the
court of St. Petersburg, granted
refuge and lent active support |
to the Russian counter revolution
and made theiy country a basis
for ‘the most ignominious white-
Russian machinations agaiust the
rising Soviel power.
PRO-RUSSIAN PEASANTRY

Al the same time, however, due
to the similarities of culture and

trap.

language, & true pro-Russian feel-

‘vocated collective security.

so abundantly be found in the
higher developed capitalist coun-
tries. This army will not fight
against a -popular revolt!

Al the same time, now more
than ever the need for a firm and
determined leadership becomes
evident, the need for a Bolshevist
party. For only such a party can
lead the masses out of the chaos,
can effectively direct all phases
of the struggle, propagandist, ide-
ological, and wmilitary, and subse-
quently organize the economic re-
construction  through  socialist
planning.

ARE STALINISTS
SWITCHING?

A fact of mo little interest is
the curious behavior of the Stalin-
ists in Yugoslavia. The illegal,
brutally suppressed, but neverth-
eless vot ipsignificant Communist
party, for years vociferously ad-
Just
as obediently as everywhere else
tne Yugoslav Stalinists switched
after the Stalin-Hitler pact and
started whining for peace and neu-
trality,

The bourgeois press speaks of
authenticated reports according
to which the Comintern has ins-
tructed the Yugoslav section to
join hands with the new govern-
ment., Which may and may not

be wishful thinking. However, it,

is an indisputable fact that the
Stalinists have actively participat-
ed in the demonstrations at Bel-
erade, Skoplye, and Cetinye.
Furthermore, the Yugoslav mi-
nister to Moscow Milan Gavrilo-
viteh, friend of the Stalin-
ists and in constant touch with
the Kremlin, resigned Immediat-
ely after the signing of the Vienna
pact. Does his pro-British conduct
signal the longexpected return
to the “fight for democracy” line?
But the masses of Europe are
slirring. The real struggle is be-

close

ginning. This is but Ihe first
stage of the struggle in Yugosla-
via. In its unfolding it will go

far beyond mere anti-fascism.

Steel Workers Win In
Two Bethlehem Strikes

SWOC Shows
Strength In
Huge Victory
Parade

BULLETIN

Score two runs in a row for
the Steel Workers Organizing
Committee (ClO). The strike
of 15,000 steel workers of the
Cambria Works of the Bethle-
hem Steel Corporation at
Johnstown, Pa., which began
Friday right after settlement of
the strike at the parent plant
in Bethlehem was ended Sun-
day, March 30, with a victory
for the union, Called to halt a
company union election, the
strike won an agreement ident-
ical with that won in Bethle-
bem.

* - -
By ART PREIS

BETHLEHEM, Pa., March
28—The victory parade of the
Bethlehem steel strikers starts.

“It's bigger than the day
they signed the Armistice!” an
exultant steel striker beside me
exclaims,

The steel workers pour out
of the smoke-filled, jam-packed
Beth-Allen Casino where they
have just shouted their acclaim:
to the agreement with Bethle-
hem Steel.

“Only ‘twenty’ per cent out,
huh?" crows a big striker in a
leather jacket. “'Old Eugene
Grace would like to make a
profit as big as this ‘twenty’ per
cent.” ;

“God Almighty! Wouldn’t
this be some parade if that
‘cighty’ per cent who scabbed
were in 1t?” roars another
voice. '

“Write this in your paper,
will you, Shorty?” says the
striker in the leather jacket.

High up in the air they hoist
me, on two powerful shoulders,
All the way down Broad Street,
clear to New Street, is a sea of
heads. Eight and ten abreast,
pressed chest to back, the steel
workers are maseed in the street.
And behind us I see the line swell-
ing and growing for a block, two
blocks, as new hundreds leave
the sidewalks and join the par-
ade.

“God Almighty! Eighty per
cent!” big Leather Jacket
keeps chuckling out loud.
“Wait'll those rats at the plant
see our ‘twenty’ per cent.” z

The'line starts to move. A cheer
and a whoop and a holler ripples
up and down the marching thou-
sands,

NOW THEY KNOW-

Not until this momkent have
these ‘Bethlehem Steel workers
fully understood what the union
ig, what it represents, its size,
its solidity, its power.

Even inside the only available
hall in the area, where three to
four thousand had wmanaged to
squeeze in, while overflow thou-
sands crowded the broad stairs
and out into the streets, ihe full
realization had failed to «;awu up-
on them.

Not even when thev heard the
details of Grace's concessions —=
the first ever granted to a union
in Bethlehem's parent plant —
did they ™illy grasp what the un-
ion and this strike really nieans,

Now, when the parade swings
forward, they see the UNION as
it. really is. They see it whole, its
numbers, its dynamic power in
action, stretched forward and be-
vind as far as the cye can see.

“God Almighty!” Leather Jack:
el breathes one final exclamation

A (Continued on page 4)
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Write to ws—tell us what's going on in your part of the
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about?—tell
ws that the bosses are #p to—and the G-men and the local cops—
end the Stalinists—send wus that story the capitalist press didw't
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate if you
do not want your name printed,

Harlem Negroes Are
Picketing Bus Lines
For Jobs For Negroes

EDITOR:
The New York bus strike was
settled over a*week ago, but in

Harlem the picketing of the bus
lings stili continues. Various Ne-
g0 organizations have joined
with the Harlem Labor Union in
a concerted effort to place 100
Negro mechanicgs and 100 Neagro
bus drivers on the New York bus
lines. There are no Negroes em-
ployed by either of the two bus
companies,

Picketing by the Harlem La-
bor Union has been going on
along Tth and 8th avenués at all
the major bus stops in Harlem.
The Negro people of Harlem are
being urged to stay off the busses.
A free bus system has been put
into operation: all cars and taxis
thaf the Harlem union can get
have been mobilized for serviece,
‘These carg carry a plain white
card on the right hand side of
the ' wind-shield to distinguish
them as service cars. A soup
kitchen has been set up at the
Abyssinian Baptist Church.

The strike committee has tried
to contdet Mayor LaGuardia, John
A. Ritchie, head of the bus com-
panies, and Mike Quill, President
of the Transport Workers Union.
As yet none of these people have
responded to the repeated invita-
tions of the committee, except
that the TWU sent M, H. Froge,
¢ditor of the Transport Workers
Pilletin, as representative to
gpeak for the union. Froge ex-
plained that the TWU has been
fighting the Transit Commission
on many issues and one of the
main issues has been the Com-
migsion's refusal to hire Negr&é’s.
Frogé¢ pointed out that the main
résponsibility for the present sit-

nation lay with the bus compa-
nies. He pledged the Transport
Union's further cooperation in
ending Negro discrimination on
the bus lines.

Although the Hartem Labor Un-
ion has repudiafed the support of
thie Transport Workers, I believe
that the Negroes now picketing in
Harlem ecan best fulfill their aims
by 4chieving solidarity with the
white transport workers.

Both the Negro and the whiteé
workerg are subject to exploita-
tion under the present ¢apitalist
system, The Negroes in Harlem
have a strong hatred for the
white bogs class that gives them
only the most menial tasks, that
pays them the lowest wages, that
exploits and bears down upon
them hy segregating and diserim-
inating against them in-all phases
of capitalist sooial, politieal, and
economic life. They see the white
workers in the frade untons, with
higher wages, better working con-
ditions, than they, the Negroes.
enjoy, Because of igolated imel
dents where unscrupulous trade-
union bureaucrats have diserim-
inated against them. they feel re-
sentment when they see the white
workers in thefr trade unions
fighting and winning higher wages
and better working conditions.

And so they say, “Only the Ne-
gro can solve the Negro's prob-
lems!"” ]

Yes. Only the Negro can solye
the Neégro's-problems; but he can
only do it by cooperatling and
fighting gide by side with the
white worker agairnst the boss gys-
tem that has heen the cause of his
suffeéring. The striaggle of the Har-
lem Labor Union is a fight against
the boss system, just as the fght
of the white workers is. Both Ne-
H"“,.?‘.}!d white worker can best
achieve their task by fighting to-
gether against the common eneémy,
New York City

MURRAY M.

BULLETIN! !
Forty-one subs amounting to 84
points arrived this morning after

this column was set up, They are

not included below. However,

they came in before the deadline,
and make the week’s total 161
subs, 339 points!

MASS STRIKES AND
MASS CIRCULATION

Liast week wa< a militant one
— for the working class and for
us.

Last week was a week of head-
aches for those in high pldces;
it was a week in which our press
reached its peak circulation to
date. Workers in the Bethlehem
victory parade snatched eagerly
at every extra copy we could
rush there. Workers, either actu-
ally on strike or standing at the
threshold of class action, welcom-
ed the thousands of copies of the
MILITANT made available {o
them by the loyval and d{devoted
work of our comrades In Allen-
town, Buffalo, Chicago. Cleveland.
Los Angeles, Pittsburgh, Youngs-
town.

SPLENDID RESULTS OF
OUR SUB CAMPAIGN

Except for a few tardy subscrip-
tions which we know are still on
the way to us from the remoter
parts of the country, the column
below gives final results on the
two-month subscription drive cor:
ducted with a gusto and enthusi.
asm unsurpassed by any section
of the political labor movement
in recent years.

A complete grasp of the sig-
nificance of these totals cannot
be had from the scoreboard as
it here appears, but even a cursory
glance will show one interesting
fact: Whereas the campaign was
conducted with a 50¢, Special com-
bination subscription as the base.
the final total in points (1 for

each 50¢,) indicates that the aver-| Totals

age payment for a subscription
ran well above a dollar,

Minnesota speaks for itself; it
simply ran away from the rest
of the field. Chicago, which lost
out 10 New York on a fluke last
week, has redeemed herselfl and
come [n second. -

The press sfaff of THE MILI-
TANT and the FOURTH INTER-
NATIONAL hére publicly express-
es its boundless gratitude for the
token of enthusiagm and devation
represented in tle fimal totals of
this short and effective drive: 798

subgeriptions and 1658 points
($829).

This Week Total

Subs Pts Subs Pts
Minnesota 27 BT 335 828
Chicago 29 52 65 172
New York 8 14 70 120
Boston 10 16 53 93
Detroit 1 2 36 81
Cleveland 11 17 32 66
Los Angeles 1 6 22 353
Flint 1 1 29 37
Newark 8 8 21 32
Youngstown 0 0 23 31
Frisco 4 4 14 18
Toledo 0 0 12 18
New Haven 0 0 12 17
Rochester 5 8 11 15
Milwaukee 5 5 8 11
Quakertown 5 10 5 10
Allentown 0 0 4 7
Philadelphia 1 2 3 6
Plentywood 0 0 2 6
Paterson 0 0 3 5
Pittsburgh 0 0 3 5
Pittsburgh 0 0 4 4
St.- Louis 1 1 3 4
Kansas 1 2 2 4
Palo Alto 0 0 1 4
London, Eng. 0 0 1 4
Rockville 0 0 .1 4
New Castle 1 4 1 4
San Diego 1 1 3 3
Texas 0 0 2 2
Albany 0 0 1 2
Memphis 1 2 1 2
Fresno : | 2 1 2
Wash. D C 1 2 1 2

120 255 798 1658

GRACE CARLSON
TOUR THIS WEEK

SEATTLE, Washipgton:
Tuesday, April 1. ‘

PLENTYWOOD, Montana:
Friday, April 4th, 8 pm., at
the Farmer Labor Temple,
Subject: “The Right To Life.”
~ FARGO. N. D.: Monday,
Tuesday, April 7, 8.

TWIN CITIES: Wednesday,
April 9.
ST. PAUL: Friday. April 11,
8 P. M. “The Role of the Amer-
jean Workers in the War Pro-
gram.”

GRACE CARLSON
REPORTS WEST
COAST MEETING

By GRACE CARLSON

SAN FRANCISCO, March 20—
An audience of over 50 seamen,
longshoremen, dining ecar em-
ployes, culinary workers, building
wrades workerg and otherg heard
the Trotsky:st analysis of The
War Today at the open meeting
which I addressed in San Fran-
cisco last might.

From: the interested questions
and the substantial colléction, one
may draw the encouraging con-
clusion that an inecreasing num-
her of San Francigco militants
are accepting Trotskyism as the
only solution to the problems of
the working class.

On Monday night, March 24, 1
had an opportunity to gpeak in
Oakland at a meeting, sponsored
by the Oakland Branch of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People. Co-
pied of The Militant and leaflets
announcing the SWP meeting
were distributed there after the
meeting. Some of the Negro work-
ers who attended Jlast night's
meeting were undonbtedly attract-
ed there as a result of this dis-
tribution.

Good meetings were also held
in Los Angeles and San Pedro.
The Los Angéles mats meeting,
which was held on March 23, at-
tracted over 100 people. Many of
thege were militants from the avi-
ation industry, who applauded vi-
gorously all of the attacks made
| npon the red-baiting tactics of
Roogevelt, TKnudsen, Hillman,
Green and the others. One air-
craft worker, who announced that
he was at his first Trotskyist

mesting, took the floor to express

his support of our program of an

independent working-class strug-

gle against fascism.

The audience in San Pedro was
made up of seamen, shipyard
workers and cannery workers.
Some of these were Mex!cans,
:}nd they had a genuine appracia-
tion of our analysis of hy-

procrisy of the Rooseveltian “good
ueighbor” in Mexico and South

America.
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Thompson Chain Strikers

Workers of the J. R. Thompson cafeferia chain are shown
picketing one of the strike-closed stores in New York. The 250
Thompson workers, members of the powerful Cafeteria Work-
ers Loecal 302 of the Food Workers Union (AFL), have been
condueting a militant strike for increased wabes since March 17,

;Stolinist Goons
Attack ‘Militant’
Salesmen In N. Y.

Two members of the Socialist
Workers Party, Local New York,
who were distributing The Mil-
itant at a meeting in Manhattan
Center of Local 65 of the Retail
Clerks (CI0Q) Tuesday night were
attacked by a Stalinist goon squad
of 15 to 20 men. Apparently the
Stalinists were afraid of letting
the workers read the truth about
the Soviet Union as published in
the Trotskyist press. -

The distributors managed to
gtave off the attack for about ten
minutes during the time the great-
edt. number of workers were
'crowdlng into the meeting, by
calling the attention of the union
members to the threatened viola-
tion of civil liberties by the Stal-
inists. 1

Most of the AMilitants were dis-
tributed by the time (he Stalinist
[ bureaucrats worked up this squad
to a high enough pitch to carry
out their dirty work. The remain-
ing literature of the SWP mem-
bers was torn f(rom their arms.

Art Walker, one of the Milil-
ant distributors, suffered a black-
ened eye in the melee, but swore
he will be back at the same spot
for the next distribution.

, United May Day
Group Meets

Police Refuse Committee’s Line Of March;
SWP Delegates Seated Only As Observers

Day parade were presented o

trict Council 9 of the Painters,
tock as Director.

The credentials commitlee
present represented 60 organiza-
tions, 75 of the delegates rep-
resenting 43 local trade union
bodies with a membership of
148.375. Most of these organiza-
tions were among those which
are generally recognized in the
labor movement as led by Stalin-
ist leaders and allies: TWO, Paint-
evs, Furriers, Shoe Workers,
Pocket Book Makers, ete. ete.

The credentials committee rc
cognized and seated as delegates
all the representatives present
with the exception of Arthur
Bwreh and Joseph Hansen of the
Socialist Workers Party, Loctal
New York. The reporter of the
credentials  committee declared
that this delegation was challeng-
ed on the ground that no invita-
tions has been {issued to political
parties to partitipate in the May
Day parade.

The representatives of the So-
clalist Workers Party were invit-
ed to remain as observers pend-
ing a decision by the permanent
May Day committee as to whether
or not political organizations of
the working class will be invited
to participate in tlte May Day par-
ade.

POLICE ARE HOSTILE

Harry Weinstock, who is in
charge of the organizational de-
tails, reported that negotiations
with the police for a permit té
patade down Fifth Avenue ioto
Union Square had been highly un-
satisfactory.

The police at first wished to
shunt the parade down Ninth Ave-
nue, which is close to the Hudson

river. They later conceded fotitg |
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By JOSEPH HANSEN
NEW YORK CITY. March 28~Plans for a united May
representatives of trade unioens |
and other labor organizations today at a conference in Webster
Hall, called by a self-constituted Provisional May Day Cemmit-
tee. The conference passed a resalution to make this committee
permanent, with Louis Weinstock, secretary-treasurer of Dis-
as Chairman, and Harry Weins-

declared that the 216 delegates

ill to Eighth Avenue, which is a
block closer to IFifth Avenue, the
traditional street for parades.

The conferemce passed a unani
mous resolution asking all work-
ing class organizations to tele
graph Police Conmmissioner Valen-
tine protesting his arbitrary and
undemocratic attempt to detonr
the May Day parade.

First speaker at the conference
was Louis Weinstock, who at
tatked British, German, and
American imperialism ~ without
suggesting any program whatso-
ever as a real alternative to the
war plans of the capitalist class.
He ended his speech with such
purely pacifist and highly mis-
leading slogans as ‘““The Yanks
Are Not Coming.”

Featured speaker was Reverend
Clarence A. Boyer of the Madison
Square Church House. He deliver-
od a sermon on the virtues of
peace whith could have graced
any pulpit in any chapel of any
denomination at any time up to
the day the professional pulpi-
teers ;vade in their “peace is won-
derful” theme for a list of army
approved recruiting slogans.

Among the attractions at the
conference was a film of last year's
May Day parade, a boys' band,
and an elocutionist who spoke of
the neéd of color and drama in
May Day parades.

By the time the resolutions com-
mittea was ready to report, the
greater part of {he delegates had
gone, A list of 45 slogans were
unanimously approved as "offi-
cial,” and all resolutions were un-
animotisly 16ft up to fhe resolu-
tions committee for “appropriate”
action.

The slogans approved -were in
large part purely pacifist slogans
of the type which the Stalinists
|are now shouting, sach ad “Get
|sut and Stay out of the War"
[*“The Yanks Are Not Coming!
“No gold star mothers,” ‘'Defend
democracy by preserving peace.”

Such s€logans are no different
from the stock in trade of profes-
sional pacifists who shout for
peace only at the last moment to
jump in the war chariots and call
for “total victory.”

Some slogans were good, how-
ever, such as “No Jim Crow Ar-
my,” and “Defend the Right to
Strike,”” althoush the latter slo-
gan needs as a supplement: "'Or-
ganize Workers Defense Squads.”

WHAT IS NEEDED

Wheat is needed now, and es-
pecially on thid historic May Day
which may well bé the ldst one
before U. 8. entry in the war, is
a set of militant slogans that real-
1y provide an altérnative to the
capMdlist war,

The represenfativés of the So-
cialist Workers Party are submit
ting to the Resdlntions Commit-
tee for consideration the follow-
ing slogans, NONE of which were
Included in the official slogans
pagsed by the conferénce:

1. Down with Imperialist War!

2. Defend the Soviet Union!

3. Trade union control of milt
tary training!

4. Build an Independent Labor
Party! .

5. For a Workers' and Farmers'
Government!

6. For a Socialist Society!

The next meeting of the com-
mittee is scheduled for April 19,
At this meeting the committee's
decision will be announced as to
whéther politicil parties of the
working class will be invited to
participate in what was announc-
ed by the Provisional Committee
as a “united" May Day parade.

|
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For a pfimé exump'le'. of

mealy-mouthed polities, read
the statement by Norman Tho-
mas, national chairman of the
Socialist Party, on the resigna-
tions of Porter, Trager, Mec-
Dowell and Woodeoek from the
national committee, and the
statement by Porter-Trager.
They appear in the March 22nd
CALL.

Despite their open pro-war
position and resignations from
the committee, Porter, Wood-
cock and Trager continue as
S.I'. members.

By the way, Thomas was not
s0 enteel when he was ex-
pelling the revolutionary wing
of the Socialist Party—remem-
ber? -

* % %

No, VOGUE magazine can
hardly be classed as a labor
paper. But this snobbish organ

featuves in its March 15th issue
an article on the ILGWU entitled
“It's a Nice Union: The powerful
garment workers raise a start-
ling: new banner—Bigger Pro-
fits for Employers. The author
tells how in recent negotiations
the union “ignored higher wages
and shorter honrs, Insteéad it in-
sisted that the employers begin
to apply streamlined efﬁciencs/
methods @ . . For the first time,
a union has mustered all its pow-
er to force employers to make
money.” Julius Hochman is re-
ferred to as “one of the country’s
most cultivated labor leaders.”

Hochman and Dubinsky are
beyond blushing at receiving
compliments from such a journal
as VOGUE. The trouble with
labor leaders like Hochman is
they are too damned cultivated—
regard for the welfare of the gar-
ment workers has been cultivat-
ed right out of these leaders.

* 4

One of the more worthless la-
bor papérs in the nation is the
AFL "St. Panl UNION AD-
VOCATE edited by an interesting
fellow named A. F. Lockhart.
Lockhart, who reflects the views
of the heads of the Minnesota
Federation of Labor, has a hatr-
ed of nrilitant unionism, matched

only by his unblushing ignorinee |

about the doctrines he opposes.
In the March 20th ADVOCATE
he instructs us on the communist
movement as follows: “The late
Emma Goldman and Emil Berg-
man were communists ‘before
communism hadg become an in-
ternational menace. They used
to mount U. S. soapboxes to glo-
vify Marxian socialism,” ete. ete,

You're doing fine, Lockhart.
Only it was Alexander Berkman,
not Emil Bergman. And it was
Murxian socialism that they hat-
ed, not glorified. Both were
ararchists, with -all the tradition-
al opposition to Marxism,

L B

Because Big Business refus-
es to provide adequate safety
eguipment, and insists on us-
ing the war program to just-
ify a speedup system, accidents
in industrial plants are taking
a terrible toll of workers, fig-
ures of the U. S, Department
of Labor revealed last week.
Accidents have increased 10
pér cent in the last few months
alohe. '

“Dedths dnd injuries duae to

these myichaps are caunsing a
greater loss in working time
than strikes or any other fac-
tor,” Verne A. Zimmer, direc-
tor of the Division of Labor
Standards, réports.

L

Whenever the nation’s rail-
roads wish to strike at a compe-
titor they mnever have any dif-
ficulty in lining up the Railroad
Brotherhoods to go down the line
with them. Instead of fighting
the vailroads for higher wages
and better conditions, the broth-
erhioods join the railroads in
fighting competing industries and
fellow workers in those indus-
tries. S

At last this policy is boome-
ranging on the brotherhoods.

‘"The railroad unions” LABOR for

Mareh  25th reports that the
Railway Express Agency, owned
entirely by the rail carriers, is
now buying thousands of new
tritecks and trailers, to haul any
kind of freight by truck any-
where in the country, The Ex-
press Agency has ordered 2,667
trucks and trailers to add to its
present fleet of more than 13,000,
and has filed with the LC.C. ap-
plications for authority to oper-
ate trucks over 85 routes scattér-
ed from coast to coast., The
Standard Labor Railroad Organ-
izations, which originally sup-=
ported the applications of the
Railway Express for truck oper-
asting rights, is now whining that
if the I.C.C. grants the applica-
tions, trucks will be substituted
for trains and the jobs of rail-
road men lost.

* &

Max Hayes, editor of the
AFL Cleveland CITIZEN, used
1o be # socialist. He's sure de<
generated in recent years. In
the March 21st issue of the
CITIZEN, an editorial stated
that “Right at this moment
there is a so-called strike go«
ing on at the Vanadium Corp,
of America and we sincerely .
feel that sabotage is far more
applicible to this situation.”

This is a slander, and a very
dangerous slander, against the
Vanadium workers, who cer-.
tainly have. legitimdte. griev- .
ancés against the company,
which THE MILITANT has re-
ported in detail.

To the bosses today, any
strike is sabotage, whether the
AFL or CIO organizes the
strike. Hayes plays right into
the hands of the bosses by re-
peating this lie about the sfrike
being sabotage. If he is still
capable of feeling shame, he
should feel it over his strike-
breaking editorial. Somte day
soon, AFL unions in Cleveland
who are forced out on strike
will see how Hayes' editorial
boomerangs on them.

* % 2

Workers in Chicago ought to
give a good kick in the rump to
the editors of the Chicago AFL
FEDERATION NEWS. In its
March 22nd issue this paper hails
the strike-breaking work of Wil-
ltam Green in issuing an AFL
charter to seabs at the CIO strike
at International HarVester. Green
has put the old pie-card artist,
Frank Fenton, in charge of the
AFL campaign to break the
Harvedater strike.

The MARXIST SCHOOL

Lectures for Sessions—Week of April Tth

MONDAY

7:10 to 8:40 p.m . =

Revolutionary Forces.

8:50 to 10:20 p.m. .

The Degeneration of the First
Autocracy of the Slave Power; The Development of New

by William M. Warde
American Revolution.

by Lydia Beidell

The Western Federation of Miners and the Development

of the 1.W.W,

WEDNESDAY

Special lecture to stargy at 7:10 and go through the evening.
By JACK WEBER

The Situation in the Balkans

What is Hitler's goal? Are the Balkans to be Ilitler’s
stumbling block? What will Stalin’s Role b now?

IRVING PLAZA

Irving Place and 16th St
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Newark’s

Relief

System Exposed

After Driving Workers’ Organizations Out
Of Stations, City Slashed Relief Budgets

By GEORGE BREITMAN
(Sucialist Workers Party Candidate for City Commission)
NEWARK, N. J.—Two vears ago this month the Newark
relief administration succeeded in putting through the plan it
had been working on so long—the barring of unemployed or-
ganizations from the relief stations ol the city.
But with the passage of the ruling that "every relief client

must speak for himself,”
Franklin-Malady relief admini-
stration began a series of cuts
which have reduced the rolls to
half the number, of two years
ago, and wiped mSt, every one of
the gains won in the eight years
previous to that.

RELIEF TODAY .
The period of wailing after ap-
plication for relief is now from
thhee to four wecks, often move,
where previously it was a week
or so. The special “emergency
check” is now a thing of the past.
Special  diets, which
granted on any doctor’s recom-
mendation, thus providing more
food for sick people, are granted
in only 1% of the cases which
had them previously. No longer
is the recommendation of any
doctor sufficient: only a cily doc-
tor's word is good enough mow,
Where previously as much as
a quart of milk was allowed for
children below 12 years of age,
today half-a-quart is considered
quite sufficient by relief officials.
Relief granted to strikers was
always of great help to unions of

newly organized workers with

little finances to yun their strikes,
Today strikers are not allowed
relief,

CONDEMNED TO FREEZE

In 1939, the department began
to ijssue coal for the winter sea-
son in October. In 1940, “money
was saved” by not issucing the
coal until the middle of Dccem-
ber. Duaring this pericd a wave
of influenza and pneumonia cases
reached almost the proportions
of an epidemic in Lhe workers’
neighborhoods.

Previously, by exerting a lot of
pressure, a relief’ elient could get

an order for clothing that could:

be cashed in a clothing store.
Now this has been done away
with. Relief clients get only
clothing made on the WPA pro-
jeets, and extremely little of
that. In 1940 less than l¢ per
day per person was spent by the
city on clothing. The 1941 bud-
get calls for about the same fig-
ure. .

But the best example of all of

the'

were.

how Newark relief is conducted,
now that the unemployed unions
are locked out, is the recent rul-
ing on rental allowances. Im
1939 they were as follows: $15 a
month for families of six or less,
and up to $20 a month in cer-
tain cases of larger families,
Gradually this was cut down so
that single people received only
$12 a month, and small families
received even less than $15,

Suddenly last month the fol-
lowing policy was announced in a
newspaper announcement head-
ed: “Relief Clients' Landlords

‘May Get Increased Rents":

Families of one or two were
to receive a maximum of $0 a

'menth, fumilies of three and four

to receive maximum of $10.50 and
$13.50. But families of over five
would receive more than $15.
This was the “increase’™ talked
about,

THE WAY OUT

The key to the relief problem
does not lie in the promises made
by the politicians prior to elec~
tions. Franklin, self-proclaimed
“champion’ of the underprivileg-
ed” will be able to do everything
he wants, as long as the unem-
ployed are not organized into
unions that are recognized and
have the right to bargain for
their members.

That is why in this election we
say to the unemployed that what
they must fight for is recognition
of their committees. The present
administration, in spite of its
claims that it is “fair to labor.”
has shown that it is not fair to
unions of the unemployed. That
is why we say that the workers
need, a City Commission controli-

ed Dby and vespongibie to the

workers, which will recognize
this right and open up the way
to an improvement in relief
standards.

LET LABOR CONTROL THE
CITY COMMISSION! Build a
labor party and elect a City Com-
mission that is pledged, among
other things, to recognition of
the unemployed unions!

Progress manufactures

PROGRESS MFG.
ON STRIKE IN
PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA, March: 28 —
The 400 young workers of Lhe
Progress Manufacturing Company
here -are standing flrm in their
second strike ol recent weeks: for
union conditions aml wages: The
present strike was called after the
company refused to agree to dec-
ent wages for the workers, who
have been receiving the miserable
minimum scale of 30 ceuts an
hour,

A previous militant strike. set- |
tled March 7, ended with thé win-
ning of sole bargaining rights for
Local 90, Metal Polishers union
(AFL) and an agreement to ne-
gotiate all' questions of wages,
hours and working conditions,

All classifications of work which
call for more than the minimum
wage are 10 cents to 20 cents an
hour lower at Progresa' than the
prevailing wages: in this town.
lighting
fixtures' and appliances,

A skeleton picket line is being
maintained at the plant. The wor-
kers, young men and women with
a lot of fighting spirit, are deter-
mined to continue the strike until
their just demands are won.

Warren Bender, bus-agent of
Local 90, who is- assisting the
strike, hasexpressed his conviction
of victory because of the fine spirit
of unity and militancy which the
strikers have displayed. During
the strike, four of the workers
havé been arrested, with two of
them still being held on trumped-
up charges.

The treatment of the loyal union
workers. by the police is in mark-
ed contrast to that accorded strikes
breakers who were arvested by
the police during the last strike
for carrying revolvers and other
deadly weapons, These strike-
breakers have all been released.
Police are continuing to offer aid:
lo escort strikebreakers into the
plant.

The management is attempting
to pull one of the oldest tricks
in the. game to divide the umion
members, by trying to create a
race Issue. The company has tried
to induce as many unemployed
and desperate Negro workers as
possible to aet as strikebreakers:
The union members, wha include
a number of Negro workers, are
not falling for this stunt, The
white workers in the shop have
shown their high regard for the
fine union qualities of their fel-
Tow workers by electing a Negro
as shop steward.

Knox and Knudsen Believed They
Had Murray’s Supporf For Move

The story of the government's
attempt to break (he strike of
UAW-CIO Local 248 at the Allis-
Chalmers plant in West Allis.
Wisconsin, must -be studied by nn-
ionists everywhere, Other govern-
ment strikebreaking moves are’
cerfain 1o come. elsewhere.

The strike began January
The unnion had vainly sought to
pssure an end Lo a systematic at-
tempt By the company to hreak
the union. Company stooges in
the plant — some operating as
an AFL local — had been inter-
fering with union activity, picking
fights with UAW-CIO members,
iete., although the UAW-CIO had
a contraet with the company.

THE UNION'S PROPOSAL
Local 248 proposed to the com-

pany’ that, if the union proved

'tha {liese stooges were guilty of

o)

ity the company should discipline
those  guilty. On the pretext that
sucl an agreement meant a closed
‘shiop, the company refused, and
the union went on strike to en-
force its demand.

At the end of the fourth week
of the strike, the OPM called com-
pany and union representatives to
Washington, On March 1, OPM
Directors Knudren and Hillman
proposed that both parties agree
to atbitrate on the basis that,
if' the arbiter found that the wn-
ion was correct in charging car-
tain men with interfering with
union  activity, the company
should discipline those men. The
union accepted. The company res
fuséd apparently feeling that al-
most any arbiter would have to
accept the proof which the union
could’ present.

The OPM had to admit the
fruth; in a list of strikes sub-
mitted by the OPM to the new

National Mediation Board, the
OPM said: “The union uncondi-

tionaly accepted*the agreement.
The company refused.”

GOVERNMENT
STRIKEBREAKING

Did the OPM then force the com-
pany to agree? Not at all. On the
contrary, a2 the moves of the
OPM and the other government
agencies thereafter were directed
AGAINST THE UNION!

‘WHhy? Because private property
is sacred to this government, and
it would mever move against the

bosses. Bul against unions, it

interfering with the union's aetiv- |}

“'Once of Allis-Chalwérs Plant)”'

Government’s Strikebreaking Attempt
At Allis-Chalmers Foiled By Labor Unity

®

nounced: I can assure thn peoc)ileir telegraphed order of' the day
> y > ple of West Aliis and Milwaukee | before, and the press Qescription
Varrddwm Sfrll.cers County that we are going 'o pre:lof it as an order, they now t;-l:vnd-i
A‘C&pt Mediation serve order.” 1y declared to Murray: ‘‘Cosfitravy
ronpon our g e igsued’ no

Board Proposal SR to your statement, we
STRIKERS STAND FIRM P ultimatum’ in connection  with

would move — workers' righth Se— But the strikers stood their

don't weight in the scales against
private property under this gov-
ernment,

First came the (hreat of March
21: a wWarning that the: War and
Navy Departmenis were “‘serious-
ly considering” taking over the
plant. To punish the company?
By no means, The company
would receive, under the laws,
full remuneration for the use of
its plant,

But the workers wonld be pun-
ished. Work, said a government
spokesman, "“would be carried for-
ward with workers taken [rom
civil service lists:” (N. Y. Timesy
Mareh 22), The workers in the
plant would lose their jobs!

That threat didn’t, work, Where-
upon it was decided that the Al
lis*Chalmers strike would be uged
tg: make tle unprecedented move
of a'government order to the strik-
ers to retwn to work. It was a
bold” scheme, If it worked, the
ok of the present strike wave
would be broken.

KENOX-KNUDSEN'S ORDER

The stage was carefully set for
the move. Roosevelt was conve-
niently off on his yacht, OPM Co-
Director Sidney Hillman was
equally conveniently off in [lor-
idw on a “vacation.”

Then on Wednesday, March 26,
the telegram was sent, signed by
OPM Director Knudsen and Navy
Secretary Knox, telling the com-
pany: "“We must ask you to not-
ify your entire force to report for
work.! And a copy to the union,
adding: “We expect vour full co-
operation in carrying out the
above program.”

The Associated Press story to
the nation’s press described the
telegram as ‘“virtually ordering
the company and its employees
to resume production immediale-
fy."  The mnin headline of (he

New York Times read: “Knox and
Knudsen Order Reopening At

Thuréday morning the War De-
vartrent held a press confirvencs,
at which Secretary Stimson and
Under-Secretary Patlerson weia
present, and both endorsed the
Knox-Knudsen telegram:

Thus the: War, Navy and OPM
divisions of the government -— the

maost powerful sections of the war

BRIDGEVILLE, Pa., March
31—The strike of the 400
workers of the Vanadium Cor-
poration here, which has been
in progress since February
10, ended today with an agree-
ment Lo place the issue of the
strike before the National
Mediation Board, on the con-
dition that the company take
buck all strikers, including the
six members of the strike com-
mittee, whom the company had
sworn it would never rehire.
The hiring of six non-union
guards, which precipitated the
strike. will be subject to fur-
ther consideration through the
Mediation Board.

Further details are not yet
available.

machine — joined in the order to
the Aliis-Chalmers strikers.

The Milwaukee Jowrnal came
out Thursday wmorning with a
headline; “Company Acts Upon
Order of U. 8. Offiefals; Firm
Prepares 'for FPull Resumption on
Friday; Calls 7,800 Workers To
Return Tomorrow.” Each strik-
er received that morning an indi-
vidual telegram from the compa-
ny that, “In compliance with the
United States government's wires
to us and to the union we are
notifving you and our entive force
Lo report for work on your rog-
ular shift Friday . .. "

POLICE FORCES READY

The forces of “law and order”
were mobilized to help open the
plant, William Watson, Sr., Allis-
Chalmers vicepresident, notified

Chief of Police Thomas Kastello'

of West Allis thal Thursday morn-
ing that the company “will expect
ample proteclion.” Kastallo not
only promised that the 41 mem-
bers of his force would be on du-
ty “to protect workers entering
the plant.” but also asked Mil
wankee County Sheriff Joseph

“|I'Shinners for reinforcements.

Shinners in turn replied that
his department was ‘“ready to
handle any situation that may
arise in the enforcement of the
law,"” and added, that in adgluon
to his regular staff of 100 depu-
ties, he was checking ecivil servy-
ice lists for possible appointeos
as special deputies;

Governor Heil meanwhile took

the cue from Washington and an

The Negro And The U. S. Army

Once again the colored people of America are
being exhorted to join the “war for democracy.”
Once again there are Negro “leaders” who, like
the Judas Goats that lead eattle to the slaughter,
are telling their people that support of the war
will lead to better treatment of the Negro at
horte. Once again—for all this happened in 1917-
18. What the promises of white rulers and Negro
“leaders” are worth can be jundged by reading
these arti¢les on the Negro's experiences during
the last war.—EDITORS

* 9 *

By EUGENE VARLIN
Christian Charity and the Negro
Soldiers

Y. M: C. A, secretaries often refused lo serve
the Negro soldiersi The 10,000 Negro soldlers en-
camped at Camp Greene in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, were not permitted to use the five ‘Y’ build-
ings there, save to purchase stamps and paper.
“This building is for white men only" read a
gign over one building; a table was placed out-
side the building where the colored men could
write their letters.

Often there were signs on Y. M. C. A, huts
reading “No Negroes Allowed:" and often services
to the colored soldieis would be refused even
when thers were no such signs. On the hoats
home, the Y. M. C. A. secretaries often discrimin-
ated against the Negroes. “One secretary in
charge of a party sailing from Bordeaux attempt-
ed to put all the colored men in the steerage.
They rebelled and left the ship, whereupon ar-
rangements were made to give them the same
accommodations as the others.”

C. H, Willlams wrote that “ ... A most careful
investigation indicates that gsome (Y. M. C. A)
secretaries. resorted to discrimination and segre-
gation more than the men in any other organiza-

tion and even more than the army with its mili-

tary caste.,” And that was going some! “Some-
times,” he added, "such an attltude was assumed
even by ministers of the gospel.”

There were times however, when the policy
of segregation wasg dictated to Y. M. C. A, setre-
taries by the army officers, In May, 1919, for
instance, Colonel Doane of the Service of Supplies
troops at Remacount, issuwed this order: “There
are two Y. M. C. A's, one near the camp, for

white troops, and one in town, for the colored
troops. All men will be ordered to patronize their
own ‘Y."

In the Red Cross; the activities of the Negro
women were considerably curtailed. They could
not engage in canteen work in whole sections ol
the country, Not only this, but no colored Red
Cross nurses’ were sent abroad’ despite the pro-
tests of the Negro press, pulpit and organizgtions.
When Emmett J. Scott as an official of the War
Department investigated the situation, he was
given the run-around by the Surgeon Gemeral and
the Red Cross, each placing the blame for the
situation on the other, neither anxious to do very
much about it. Du Bois wrote that the few Ne-
groes who ‘“‘came to Red Cross hospitals were,
with a few exceptions;, not only ‘Jim-Crowed’ but
officers were put in wards with their men.” An
interesting commentary on the medical treatment
received by the Negro soldiers during the war,
is the fact that 8,350 of the 9,558 Negro tleaths
resulted from diseases,

The Negro Soldiers Return

The Negroes had been deluded by their leaders
into accepting the slogans of Wilson. They had
been told that as a resull of 'helr uncomplaining
sacrifices during the war, “after the wmr" the
program of Wilson would hecom= a reality. Tyler,
the government's official Negro reporter in
Prance, reported the cries of joy of the mien when
the Armistice was signed:

“We done signed another Emancipation Proc-
lamation!”

“That ‘New  Freedom' must come — we have
won {t.”

“We came to France and won a man's chance!"

Foreshadowing the new blows in store for
them, only the American Negroes; of all' the Allied
contingents, were not permitted to participate in
the victory parade at Paris.

The war was over — but not for the Negroes,
In France and i{n the United States, they were
detained in the armed forces out of all propor-
tion to their number. We have noted the bitter-
nesg felt by the Negro cemetery-builders: kept
overseas, The same situation prevalled In the
United States. A Direotor of Colored Work des-
crfbed the sentiment of the Negroes at Newport
News in' the following fashion:

“.They resent being kept in the Army for
the purpose of doing all kinds of menial work
every day of the week for the good of this sec-
tion of the country, which they hate with a holy
hate. They say that the war is over and why
should they be kept at work on something that
does not pertain to war.. The low morale is
somtething appalling; the men hang around in
groups brooding and grumbling. THey are- be-
ginning to look on the uniforms as emblems of
slavery. You can readily see where this condi-
tion of mind is leading to. It strikes me that
seeds of anarchy are being planted... There is
but one remedy and’ that is to demobilize them.”

Only their colored brothers greeted the return-
ing Negro soldiers. “ , ., The black soldiers have

returned unnoticed,” wrote the Nation on' June

14, 1919, “while the streets have been beflagged
and: whole citles turned upside down to greet their
white’ brothers:in-arms.”

Falge stories were spread about.the cowardice
‘of the Negro combat troops. The myth of “Ras-
tus always ‘hot footin' it' to the rear” arose at
this time. Even the Negro labor regiments re-
turned unpraised, «Scott said: *“There were , . .
a few mnarrow and prejudiced whites helieving
that anything was good enough for the Negroes.
There were also & good many men of color, and
especially ministers and the like, whe maintained
an attitude of apathy toward these men returning
from the war." These Negro "ministers and the

like™ had been successful in dragooning thely peo-.

ple into support of the war; they had idealized
the Negro soldiers as “crusaders for democracy.”
Now they were “apathetic” and ready to let the
returning men shift for themselves,

Afraid that the Negroes would not remain so
patiently submissive as before the war, Lthe Bour-
bon: South revived the Ku Klux Klan and in this
period it reached its greatest strength since Re-
construction days. A wave of lynching swept the
Sonth., Scott wrote that 100,000 Negro soldiers
had decided to move North rather Lthan to endure
their old bondage any longer. But “the North
too has not been found a paradise for the return-
ing Negro soldfers" . . , .

In Pittsburgh the whites posted threatening
signs on the doors of the colored people declar-
ing that the war was over and Negroes must stay
i their place. Chicago became the scene

of a race viot between Negroes and whites
who bore it grievously that their community “js
being invaded by an increasing number of hlacks.
The war was over and it was difficult to find jobs
efforts were made Lo procure them [or the de
mobilized whites “but the Negro soldiers exper
lence difficulties in finding a free opportunity tc
live in this country for which they so nobly
fought." These admissions are particularly im-
portant since it was Scott's job in the War De-
partment to line up the Negroes for the war.
This was the awful letdown. The Negro peo
ple had been deceived by their leaders; the white
bosses were as firmly entrenched as ever before
Even the smallest hopes of the Negroes had been
frustrated. They were not even permitted to vots
for President in the “solld South.” What woult
their reactions be?. What was (heir spirit? The
liberal Nation horrifiedly described one answer:

“A bitter one. Dr. W. E. B Du Bois in a most
dangerous and mistaken article in the Crisis de-
clares that they came back FIGHTING for their
rights and that they will continue to battle for
them. He and others exult that there are now
100,000 black Americans trained to arms. The
new Ku Klux, they say, will not find the Negroes
cowed as were the freedmen of 1865-70: they will
find men ready to die for their liberties and to
protect their families. This is the counsel of mad-
ness. It leads nowhere but to bloodshed without
result. It threatens to make a shambles of the
South. 1It.is creating the most ominous situation
since the carpet-bagger days—and every one of
the lynchings reported from the South but adds
fuel to the flamves. The voices of the moderates
on both sides are no longer heeded; the roar of
the mob rises higher and higher.”

Then, as now, the Nation and the other Iiberals
counseled support of the wars of the imperialist
masters and condemned the liberating struggles
of the slaves.

But Du Bois was correct, Then, as now, the
road out for the Negro masses is struggle — joint
struggle withh the white proletariat aga!nst their
common enemy, the capitallst master class,

This is the seventh and final article in this
series. In revised form they will be issued as a
pamphiet by The National Negro Department of
the Socialist Workers Party.

ground, Immediately upon. receint
of the Knox-Knudsen telegram (he
leaders of Local 248 of the UAW
Cl10 called o mass meeting on a
lot mear the plant and declared
that no man would go back (o
work. Twelve waion men who had
been permitted by the union fo
continue to work in the shippinz
room, in return for a2 company
pledge not to try to recall work-
ers until the strike was over.
were called out of the plant, for
the company telegram was a clear
violation of the agreement. A mass
meeting was called of all Aliis-
Chalmers workers for Saturday.

Before the meeting was held,
it was a foregone conelusion how
the workers wonld vote -— against
return to work. The strike had
been so effective that the com-
pany had not dared to try to oper-
ate.

Just the day before the Knox-
Knudsen telegram a “back to
work” parade was supposed 1o
march past the strikebound piant.
1t had been announced i an un-
signed letter sent to strikers: But
nobody turned up except UAW-
ClO men to see what would hap-
pen. Government telegram or
what-not. the workers had the
plant tied up, and they would
stand their gronnd.

Fortunately, too, the interna-
tional officials of the UWA-CIO
realized that the life of the un-
fon was at stake and, In a state.
ment issued from the UAW region-
al office in Milwaukee, backed the
sirikers.

MURRAY'S TELEGRAM

And. a few hours Jater, came
CIO head Philip Murray's tele-
gram to Knudsen, demanding to
know “By what power are you
and Seeretary Knox authorized to
issue uitimatum .. .". Murray
concluded by asking Knox and
Knudsen the one question they
won't answer:

“Why do yeu not insist upon

with your original proposal?'*’

Apparvently, Knudsen and the
others had pot expected united
resistance by the CIO leadership
"Defense officials,” reported Louls
Stark in the N. Y. Times, Friday
March 28, "were taken aback by
the vehemence of Mr: Murray’s
challenge:” Knox and Ignudsen. ir
their reply to Mmray, said: “You
were familfar with our proposa)
to issue an appeal to the workers
to return and negotiate while the
plant was in op‘erntion." Appar-
ently they thought Murray was
to play ball with them.

Faced by the united resistance
of the strikers, their international
union and the national CIO, the
government officials decided to re-
treat,

Despite the plain language of

compliance (by the compahy)' |

the reopening of the plant, We
did appeal to the patriotism and
loyalty of the men and the com-
pany . .. " Needless 1o say, they
did not answer Murray's conclud-
ing question.

Instead, Knox and Knudsen dis-
honestly tried to shift their
ground, Wednesday's telegraphed
order had told the strikers to go
back to work solely on the
ground of “vitally needed defense
orders without delay.” Thursday,
however, Knox and Knudsen sald:
“The final decision to ask the
plant to open came after the fact
was establishied fhat the original
strike vote was obtalned by frau-
dulent means. To continue th#&
strike in view of this . . . wounld
seem enfirely unreasonable.”

MEETING REFUTES LIE

The complete answer to Knox:
and Knudsen came Saturday when
the strikers filled the State fair

grounds, five miles west of the
struck plant,
Even the New York 7Times

(March 80) had to veport: “More
than 5,000 UAW workers affiliat-
ed with the CIO voted teday at
a mass meeting to persist with
their sirike at the Allis-Chalmers-
Company plant. hooting down the
appeals of government officials . . .
The company reported that move
than 2,000 other workers had ig-'
nored the threats of the union..”

There are plenty of lies in these
few sentences from the 7Times, but
we'll skip that, The main thing
is the admission, by the Times
and the company itself, that the
overwhelming majority of the 7,
500 men at the plant are for the’
mdon and. for the strike. Knex and
Knudsen lied when they implied’
that the union doesn’t have a real
majority of the workers in the

plant, ¢

That great meeting of strikers:
adopted a resolwtion which said,
In part:

J“Be it further resolved that
Knudsen and Kmnox be con-
demned for their conspiracy
with company officials to try
and force a government-spon=
sored back to work movement
with all the high-handed tac-
tics: that were used by Mr,
Knudsenw as the head of Gen-
eral Motors Corporation to
wreck the union, and

“Be it further resolved that
we hereby instruct our union
officers to make it clear to all
the company officials, govern-
ment officials and the press
that this local union will not
be used as any guinea pig ex-
periment for settlement of this
strike, that we want before we
return to work exactly what
the government has promised
us, and that we will not return

to work hefore.”

Subway

TWU Girds For

Fight

La Guadia Hiring 271

$100,000 Fighting Fund Received By Union;

Cops As "“"Guards”’

minates on June 30.

the New York local is indicated
by the latest move of the city ad-
ministration in the preparation of
ts union busting plans.

The Board of Transportation
last week began a complete “re-
organization” of the subway
guards on the EMT and IRT sys-
tems on April 1, This “reorgan-
ization” will replace all but 69 of
the present 204 guards by men
taken from the regular police eli-
gible list, and the addition of 135
more police from the same list,
The subway guards who are be-
ing replaced are members of the
T™WU,

This move can be interpreted
only as a brazen expfession of
La# Guardia's intention to smash
the union on the subways by every
means at his command, including
police intimidation and violence.

It is clear that the TWU is fac-

The International Executive Board of the Transport Work~
ers Union of America (CIO) has set aside a special $100,000
fund to aid the New York local in its fight against the attempt
of Mayor La Guardia to re-establish the open-shop on the city-
wned systems when the present union closed-shop contract ter-

- '

That every penny, and more, of this fund will be needed by

dng the toughest fight of its his-
tory. In the propaganda barrage
of the boss press duving the rec-
ent bus strike was faintly mire
roved. the strikebreaking fury
which will be unloosed onr the sub-
way workers in the next three
months,

The TWU can win this fight,
however, if it retains the support
of the New York working popula-
tion, The chief problem of the
union now, as doring the bus
strike is to counteract the .con-
fosing and powerfnl influence of
the boss propaganda.

It is essential that the TWU
launch a city- wide publicity cam-
paign to acquaint the workers and
the trade unionists of the entire
metropolitan area with the day
to day developments in the sub-
way . fight,
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Steel Workers Organizing Committee Licks Bethlehem

Workers’ Own

Strength Did
The Job

By ART PREIS
(Continued from page 1)

to the world in general, “Bethle-
hem ain’t never seen a crowd this
big before.” And turning to me,
he shouts: “Write it in your pa-
per, Shorty, tell 'em what kind
of union us Bethlehem fellows
have gol lere ar last.”

The parade turns off Broad,
the main business street, heads
up New Street lmynrd South Beth-
lehem; across the Lehigh River,
toward Steel Town where the
Bethlehem plants sprawl five miles
along the south river bank; to-
ward the smoke-blackened worn
wooden and crumbling Dbrick
houses which are home to many
of the steel workers.

We are marching up-hill now.
The head of the line appears six
blocks in the distance, rising over
the crest of the company's toll
bridge, with its sign “One Cent

for Pedestrians, Three Cents for | with the union's demands by this
Motor Vehicles," |

SYMBOL OF DEFIANCE

Day in and day out the work-
ers who have entered the realm
of Bethlehem Steel over this lit-
tle bridge have given their offer-
ings to the power and greed of
the corporation. Millions of pen-
nies have paid for the bridge ten
times over,

No pennies toduay! Over the
bridge the parvade rolls in a solid
stream. Ten thousand marchers
and nol one penny. “Lel ‘em try
and collect their goddam penny
today!”™ A symbol of industrial
gervitude is ground into dust un-
der 20,000 feet crossing a small
bridge,

All along the way we pass thou- | ployes’  Representation Plan,”
sands of workers, their wives and | whose attempt to- hold a plant
sweethearts, cheering,  yelling | eleviion precipitated the strike,

greetings, smiles and joy every-
where, Almost everyone on the
sidewalks has an SWOC pin, an
“SWOC Picket™ slip in bold Jel-
ters, a “Join the Union" sticker
proudly displayed on hat or. coat.

All traffic is halted, Hundreds
of -cars, packed tight with strik-
erg and their friends and families,
are wedged along the curbs bum-
per to bumper.

SILENT FACTORIES

As we go over the bridge there
§s, a sudden quiet. “Feel that?"
“What?" I ask in turn. “There's
no vibrations. It's fthe first time
when 1 didn’t feel the vibrations
from the works. If those plants
were operating. you could feel the
vibrations all tbrough you. Now
you know what b—— s—— the
company and the lobe-Times
bhave been puiting out about 80
and 85 per cent of the men work-
ing during the strike.”

A head in front of me Jerks
sideways and upwards. A huze
fist waves high in the air. “Hide
you rats, you dirty scabs! Go on,
hide! We can smell from here!™

1 look where (he fist is pointed,
T see three pairs of eyes, wide
open, scared, staring over a third
floor window ledge of a plant
building. “It'll be a miserable
thing for those scabs when this
bunch gets back in the plant,” a
shorl, middle-aged Hungarian
worker says, almost in half-pity,
Another marcher answer with a
loud burbling lip-sound. scornful
and merciless.

TOWN IS SWOC

The trolleys are halted on the
tracks. They are pasted over with
stickers, “Join the SWOC.” From
every window anpd doarway the
marchers are cheered and greeted.
All one ecan sce is “SWOC" -but-
tons, stickers, banners, picket
tags. The whole town has litevally
become SWOC. For over 12 miles
the parade wends  through the
town, past the length of the plant,
and then returns.

This is the vindication of the
strike. this is the moment o
triumph.
The workers had left the plants

on Monday uight, the start of the
not ton
But now

strike, tense. unceptdin,
sure of their power,
they know. '

They bave smasbed the Bethle-

hem myth. “Bethlchem plant in
Bethlebem will never be organ-
ized," they had been told. “It's
the beart of the corporation. Tt's
been a company town for b0 years,
and it'll be a company town for

LSwoc,

0]

SWOC Keeps
Brill Phila.
Shops Shut

PHILADELPHIA, March 28 —
The str.ke of 15600 production
workers at the J. G. Brill com-
pany here, world's largest manu-
facturer of streety cars, Is conti-
nuing as the Steel Workers Or-
ganizing Committee (CI10) yester-
day rejected the company’s coun-
ter-offer of a five cent an hour
“bonus” increase. This "bonus,”
intended as a speedup device to
gel more production out of the
workers, would be paid only
monthly, according to the com-
pany. ‘

A meeting of the strikers un.
animously turned down the com-
pany's “offer,” and voted to stand
pat for an-eight cent an hour in-
crease over the present minimum
for unskilled labor which is 50
cents an hour.

The union has advised the com-
pany that it would extend the
strike to plant firemen, office
workers and maintenance help if
the company refuses to comply

Monday. The union officials bave
also indicated that a mass picket
line will be thrown about the
plant, especially in view of the
rumor that the company intends
to attempt to start a back-to-work
movement! with strikebreakers,
Wages for skilled workers in
the Brill plant are far below the
union scale, Toolmakerg, for ex-
ample, who receive $1.30 an hour
in other shops. get only 90 centg
at Bl

The strike has been in progress
since March 10,

yield 1o a union in this town.”
But Grace has.
The company union. the “Em-

has been licked, I saw steel work-
Aars this morning lined up in hun-
reds in the lobby of the meet-
ing hall and all down the stairs,
waiting to  sign up  with the
Thousands of those who
had held out, friendly but waits |
ing to see if the SWOC could pull
the trick, are now joining up. |

SETTLEMENT TERMS

In addition to stopping the com-
pany from recognizing the com-
pany union as sole bargaining
agency for the workers, the com-
pany hasg granted recognition ta
the SWOC for the first time, ex-
plained John Riffe, SWOC region-
al director. at the meeting prior
to the victory parade., The union
will be ahle to post its bulletine
in the plant. A regular grievance
machinery will bhg established
whereby the union men will be
able to deal with the foremen and
supervisors in the departments
all the way up the line to the
company beads themselves,

The company union can no long-
er claim to represent the workers,
The SWOC has been granted (he
right to bargain for its own mem-
bers, and that will undoubtedly
include 99 per cent of the work-
ers alter this,

All the strikers are to return
Lo their jobs withont any diseri-
mination, the SWOC commillee
having balked the efforis of the
company to exclude arrested
strikers from the terms of the
gEreement,

WORKERS KNOW FIGHT
STILL LIES AHEAD

The demand, formulated alter
the, strike was alveady on, thal
the company union be dishanded,
remains unsolved. The NLRB elec-
tion ta determine sole collective
hargalning rights is fo await out-
reme of the company’s court-ap-
neal against the NLRB decision.
which 19 monthe ago ordered Ihe
sompany to disband the company
union. This may he a huge stumb-
'ing bloek to the SWOC, in {he
lays ahead, lmd every worker
knows it,

The workers here have fow {1
lusions ahout what it will takoe
m their pavt to enforee the ferms
of even this limited agreement,

At thig morning's mass moeet-
ing, when the terms were voted
on. members of the loecal strike
sommiltee stressed their distrost

and

the mext 50. Grace will never

evack

of -the company and advised the
workers fo earry on their organ-
ization drive in the plunt with ye
doubled vigor
hYard on every single instance of
the company's refusal to deal with

down

-

the union according to the terms
of the agreement,

“We must back up the con-
tract with strong pressure on
the job,” one speaker td.viaed.
“We know the company will
use every device to evade the
contract.”

Another Dbrought
cheers when he urged: ‘

“Let's go back into the plants
with our chins out. And when the
first damn bosg steps on our toes,
we'll have to step back twice as
hard, As for the men who haven't
slgned up in the union yet, all
I can say is, if anybody won't
join up the nice wauy then we'll
have to, use more persuasive
ways.'"”

One commiitee speaker summed
up the feelings of the rank and
file in a very picturesque fashion:

“Brothers”, he said, “We
have witnessed a marriage to-
day. Bethlehem Steel has just
married the SWOC. But it
wasn't a case of love at first
sight. This was more in the
nature of a shot-gun wedding.
Now we have a marriage lic-
ense, which is this agreement

—and a shot-gun. And, brothers,
we'd better hold on to both of
them."

STORY OF THE STRIKE

On Monday night, when the
workers first pulled out, there
was no disorder or violence. The
workers massed in thousands
around the plant, with their wives,
sweethearts and children out to
support them. No one was hurt,
There were no scabs coming in,
except the few lhundred who had
remained in the plant after the
night shift walked out,

(These-scabs had a tough time
as some of them admitted later
They were compelled to work a
16 hour shift to keep noisy ma-
chinéry going to make an impres-
sion, live for two days on sand
wiches and muddy coffee, sleep
on benrhes. By Thursday unight
the ambulance was clanging in
and out ol the ma'n plant gate
almost. continuously, hauling
away the scabs who had collapsed).

The company, aided by the city
and county officials who are fip
its divect or indirect pay, imme
dintely wanted ta bring in state
police. Six hours after the stiiké
started, and when there had been
not a single instance of disorder
Counly Sheyiff Nickel appealed to
Governor James [or state troopers.

POLICE PROVOCATION

The pretext for bringing in the
Pennsylvania *Cossacks"” the
only name the workers have for
these government strikebreakers
was manufactured Tuesday
morning.

A car with company cop ip
plain clothes drove up to the main
gate where several hundred strik
ers were picketing. The strikers
were in high spirits. They halted
the car, tlm\/cd it over, and made
the cop get out. He wasn’t hurt
the car was righted without any
damage, and he was permitted te
get back in the car and drive
ipto the plant.

Several city police scout cars
immediately began to circle
around the pickets. Without 3z
word of warning a tear gas shel
wag fired point blank at a group
of strikers, Dlinding five of them
Apother shell was fired. Tn self-
defense the workers fought off
this unprovoked assault,

When the police continued their

provocative tactics, the workers
sontinuned to delend themselves.
By nightfall the police were rout-
ail.- The company and city omciz;ls
velled for slute cops.
During the course of the day
several hundred secab cars in the
parking lots around the plant had
been overturned and generally "re
novated.” A dozen or so were
tossed off the Minsi Trail bridge
into the “Mud Hole." Neither the
company nor the police have been
able to bring forth any evidence
that this was the work of fthe
strikers. In fact, the styikers have
charged the company with organ-
izing the damagiog of these cars
48 a further excuse for James'
sending in the state cops,

GOVERNMENT
STRIKEBREAKERS

About 8:30 P.M. Tuesday came
a dastardly attempt by the stale
ta brealk the morale of the strik-
Ors.

Most of

a

the aective  sirvikers
were at 2 mass meeling of the
union at the Beth-Allen Casino
several miiles from the plant. The
union conld not gZel a meoting
place in South Bethlehem becapse
tho company bolds options on all
the meeting halls.  There were
about "L000 people milling around

resound &nlg.

California Auto Pickets

¥ | company's fake reports of plant

Mass picketing at the Oakland, California plant of General
Motors where the United Automohile Workers Union (CIO) are
striking against the provocative action of the company, which
locked out 26 welders who had protested against the terrific
speed-up.

They included many spectators, |
women with babies in their arms,
childremn.

A squad of mounted state
police” rode out of the gates.
Without a word of warning
they charged into the unsus-
pecting crowd. Behind them
scores more of state cops
poured out, of the gates on
foot, charging the workers
with 30 inch riot sticks. Women
and children were knocked
down, clubbed. The crowd broke
and ran. The coppers chased
them up side streets,

On one ‘side street the Cos-
sacks encountered a group of
women on the porches of a row
of frame houses. Thé women be-
ganito jeer the cops. Onto the
pavement the police drove their
horses, riding along the porches
and clubbing the women, driv-
ing them into their homes.

WERE THESE COPS?

- One of the surprising things
about these state police was that
most of them were weaving the
old style London "“Bobhie” hel-
mets of the former State Con-
stabulary, the murderous gang-
sters and gunmen hired by the
coal and steel companies and de-
putized by the state, who used
to spread terror throughout all
the coal and iron towns. These
coal and iron police were dis-
solved in 1036. '

Yet the uniforms worn by
these thugs during this strike
was the old long-coated black
uniform of the coal-and-iron
cops. Onto their sleeves were
sewed the Keystone label with
“State Motor Patrol.” These
uniforms were “explained”
away by a statement in the
press by Colonel Adams, State
Police head, that these “police”
had brought the wrong uni-
forms!

The regular State Motor Patrol
police were there also, These
were scarcely less vicious than
the coal and iron cops, but they
showed less experience, were
vounger, not so beefy as the hel-
meted cops. The faces of the coal
and iron cops were those of the
pig-eyed.  black-jowled  killers
who used to be brought from the
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh un-
derworlds before the outlawing
of the coal and iron polive four
years ago.

When the word of thig vicious
asgsault came to the workers at
the mass meeting, they wanted
to go down in a body. Their in-
stinet. was to attack and not vre-
treat,

RIFFE STOPS PICKETS

But John Riffe and other
SWOC top leaders, who had
shown a certain  vacillation

throughout the strike, and had
dome little to help the inexper-
ienced local committee to organ-
ize the picketing, urged caution.
Many of the workers had tears

accepted the advice of these lead-
ers to discontinue the picket lines
temporarily.

The picket line was pulled
off until Wednesday afternoon.
This was  the most critical
point of the strike. Had the
company been able to secure

of anger in their eyes. But they'

plant during this period, the
strikers may have become de-
moralized and the strike
broken.

One of the reasons advanced
by Riffe for this yielding up of
the right to picket, was the as-
sertion  that the government
weuld make the company come
to terms. ‘The workers soon un-
derstood how untrue this was.
On the very day of the assault
the government had awarded
another $75,000,000 war order to
Bethlehem Steel and did not lift
a finger to enforce the NLRB or-
der to disband the company
union. Riffe alsp. said he had
withdrawn the pickets at the re-
quest of certain »government .of:
Hidials whol he did not name,
"PICKET LINES RENEWED
The workers won this strike
themselves. Their insistence on
starting their picket lines™ again
and fighting back led to an ul-
timatum to the state police on
Wednesday that if the workers
were not permitted to picket, they
would fight for the right.
The actual weakness of the
state police force, when confront-
ed by this bold vltimatum backed
by thousands of steel workers
ready to give battle, was im-
mediately revealed. The police
backed down at once and agreed
to permit “limited” picketing,
The workers felt that they should
enforee their right to mass pick-
eting, but herc again accepted
the advice of Riffe. and on Wed-
nesday afternoon. re-established
only small official picket lines of
10 and 11 strikers at each gate.
These were,” however, imnied-
iately supplemented by an “un-
official” picket line of hundreds
of workers formed across the
street from the main gate. On
that “unofficial” line one heard
repeatedly: *“Hell, what are we
doing picketing these here re-
staurants? We ought to be on
the other side of the street pick-
eting the company.”

COMPANY TRICKS FAIL

In addition to the police tevror,
the company used evéry device
used so successfully against the
Johnstown, Pa., workers in the
1937 Little Steel strike.

As in Johnstown then, the
Bethlehem Glpbe-Times carried
huge headlines every day about
the plant being operated at cap-
acity. They quoted the plant
management to the effect thdt
80 per cent of the workers, 85
per cent, were back in the plant.

But as one workers said {o

me during the parade today,

“There was more smoke in our
meeting  hall this morning

than's coming out of those

chimneys.”

These woikers know the plant
like a mother knows her own
child. They couldn’t be fooled.
Tlu-;r knew they had the plant
almost completely stopped.

At night there was none of the
typical red glare over the plant
coming from the huge slag heap
after the hot slag is poured on
il. when:the plant is runhing. The
hammers in the drop forges were
clunking metallically, ‘“die on
die," because there was no soft

the area Dbefore the main gate,

'scabs enough to opecrate the

ut the coke ovens was the only

hot steel between. The “bleeder”

| light to be scen over the plant
at night: the pipe which burns
off the excess gas generated by
the coke ovens. This was burn-
ing ‘continuously, 'and showed
that the gas was overflowing the
tank and was not being used.

The picket lines bhegan to

build up again on Thursday, as

the workers kept edging into
the lines about the nine gates,

“chiseling” away at the picket

“limitation.”

On Thursday the company
agreed to meet with the umion
‘committee. The workers sensed
the coming victory then. If the

operations had been true, Eugene
Grace would never have consent-
ed to such a meeting. And vic-
tory did come!

THEIR ONE REGRET

During the victory parade this
afternoon, the mighty forces of
the passing strikers contrasted
sharply with the feebleness of
the state police force who were
still out at the plant. I repeated-
ly heard the regrets of the work-
ers that they had not come out
in this great mass after the pol-
ice attack Tuesday night and
given the state cops a lesson.

“Don’t I wish those Cossacks
would try to stop us mnow.”
“They’re not up against women
and kids now. We're ready for
"em now." “If we'd have had a
line like this Tuesday and Wed-
resday, we'd have shipped
those bastards out of town in
wooden crates.”

AFL WORKERS HELP

Contrary to the lying propa-
ganda put out in the boss news-
papers here and everywhere in
the country, the people of this
town werce overwhelmingly be-
hind the strikers.

Particularly inspirving was the
example of the AFL union men
and women in Bethlehem. The
Lehigh County Central Trades
and Labor Assembly (AFL)
passed a resolution supporting
the strike and has invited the
CIO to a joint' meeting to pro-
test the use of the state troopers.

The AFL Bricklayers, building
the new coke ovens, walked out
in a body., The International
l&di 8" Garment Workers, girls
working at the Lehigh Dress
plant, pulled a half-day sympathy
strike the first day of the strike,
and marched in a. body in the
viectory parade. Any ILGWU
member whose husband or broth-
er was found to be scabbing was
warned that she would be put
out of the union,

The AFL top officialdom, how-
ever, tried to get AFL workers
to help break the strike. Borrelli,
general vice-president of the
‘Structural Iron Workers, wired
Local No. 36, with many mem-
bers in the steel plant, to go

man would be 'fined a hundred
dollars.

The local wired Borrelli back,
telling him where to go. Borrelli
flew into Allentown, six miles
from Bethlehem, Wednesday. To
avoid losing their union cards,
the local SIW members went
through the picket lines in a
body, This was in technical
obedience to Borrelli's order. In
a body, they went and secured
their pay. In a body, they quit the
job cold.

It was this unity of all the
worker§ in Bethlehem which
made the final victory possible.
Even when the gates were temp-
orarily cleared of pickets, the
company just couldn’t mobilize
any scabs. This, more than any
other thing, brought home to the
strikers the truth of their own
slogan, “Cops can’t make steell”

THE CHILDREN'S WAR

The smallest tot in this town
is union conscicus. After the
breaking of the picket line Tues-
day night, bands of*forty and
fifty children, from the ages of
8 to 14, roamed the streets and
alley-ways leading off from the
plant and made life miserable for
the state cops.

They would taunt and jeer the
cops, lure isolated ‘@glice down
dark alley-ways, and then' pelt
them mercilessly with rocks,
bricks and broken bottles. One
cop, caught in a dark alley be-
tween two bands of rock-heaving
kids, howled for mercy, and re-
ceived the bitter answer, “Did
you show any merecy to our Dad-
dies?” They put all the lights
out on Emery Street, near the
Saucon plant, taunted the mount-
ed police to charge them, and
tripped up the horses with a con-
cealed cable stretched between
two poles. Twelve state cops are
reported to have required medical
treatment Tuesday night.

THEN AND NOW.

The workers outside this city
don’t know the full meaning of
walking down Bethlechem streets
proudly displaying a union bul-
ton.

This has been a completely
company town ever since anyone
here ean remember. The com-
pany has controlled . everything
and everyone in this town of
58,000 people, the majority be-
ing steel workers and their fam-
ilies. The newspapers, the May-
or, the banks, the property,
everything has belonged to the
company.

When I was in Bethlehem last,
in 1934, unemployed steel work-
ers trying to organize to get re-
lief had to meet in complete sec-
recy, in the dead of night, in
groups of four and five. Even so,
the company spies, ever on the
alert for the first signs of any
kind of workers' organization,

through the picket lines or each

would report back to the com-

Maryland’s

Anti-Strike

Laws Defied By SWOC

Sparrows Point Fight To Bring
Bethlehem To Terms Goes On

BALTIMORE, March 29—
While Maryland industrialists
and reactionary politicians of
the State legislature joined
hands ‘in passing the infamous
Anti-Sabotage law, throngs of
Bethlehem  steel  workers  of
Sparrows Point, came to hear
their union officials denounce
the law and its sponsors.

The Anti-Sabotage Law,
passed last Thursday by the
Maryland state legislature,
punishes by fine up to $10,000
and imprisonment up to len |
years any worker involved in a
strike, work-stoppage, or any
kind of “interference with pro-
duction” in national defense in-
dustries. |

At a mass meeting called last
Friday by the Steel Workers
Organizating Committee (ClO)
rank-and-filers as well as union
leaders called- upon Sparrows
Point steel’ workers to ignore
anti-strike laws and to “conti-
nue the fight against Bethlehem
Steel, even if it means strike!",

Ed Abbott, a leading rauk-and:
file militant vigorgusly denoune:
ed the corrupt political machine
of Maryland, He charged that “the
State delegales, the Governor, and
the State Senators are working
hand In glove with the corpgra-
tions of this state.,™ Abbott's ad.
viee to his fellow workers was,

now! No paper laws cun stand ir
our way."”

SWOC Organizer Clarence Ir
win appealed to the workers W«
depend upon no one but themsel
ves. Irwin stated:

“Labor had to fight for every
bit that it has ever gained. We
never got anything by the pas-
sage or non-passage of laws.”

This theme was further em-
phasized by SWOC Director Ni
cholas Fontecchio, who said:

“The wages you are getting
were not given to you by laws;
they were won by union steel
workers. There are men in
graves today who went there
in the fight to bring better
working conditions to you.”

Fontecchio veterrved to the Ma
ryland Anti-Sabotage Law as “a
serap of paper odopted in Anna
polis the other day. He added:

“They may pass laws, but
they can't keep working men
from stopping work!”

The hall rocked with shouts
and cheers when Fonteechio deg
lared: -

“We don’t give a damm what
kind of rotten laws they pass,
we shall continue our fight a-
gainst Bethlehem Steel.”

The meeting was the first suc.

cesstul mass meeting called by
the Steel Workers Organizing
Committee in  Sparrows Point

since the inanguration of the Beth:

“Men, we must fight and fight

lehlem Steel Organizing Drive.

A Financial Writer
On The Bethlehem
Strike’s Meaning

“The Bethlehem
agreement may break
down the ‘last ditchers’
in industry who hoped
to keep out unions by
waving the flag.””—

C. F. Hughes, financial
writer for the New York

Times, in the issue of Sunday,
March 30, 1941.

pany any worker at whose home
they had scen a group entering
' leaving. These workers would
find their relief cut off alto-
gether,

The Bethlehem mayor tried
his week to emulate the tactics
f the” mayor of Johnstown in
1937. He blustered about organ-
zing a “‘secret” vigilante com-
nittee to preserve “law and or-
Jder.” The members of the com-
mittee would remain “secret” be-
*ause they might be physically
attacked if they were known pub-
licly, Mayor Pfeifle declared.

WORKERS LEARN POLITICS
At the mass meeting this
morning one of ‘the local speak-
ers declared: “We steel workers.
put Pfeifle in four years ago.

But at the next election, we're
zoing to put one of our own men
in, a union man who won’t threat-
en us with vigilante terror and
ask for the Cossacks to come in
and ride down our women and
kids.” These workers arp learn-
ing that their struggles must al-
%0 be extended to the political
field!

And they are learning about
national politics too. The com-
pany and the local press raved
about “national defense,” but
no striker seemed to bother
about it. During the mass meet-
ing this morning, and from in-
dividual strikers throughout
the strike, T heard repeatedly,
“National defense or no na-
tional defense, we're going to
,Eet ours mow. Grace is getting.
kis aplenty from the govern-
ment. That national defense
line is just an alibi.”

One of the most vicious pieces

of strikebreaking slander against
the strikers came from Mayor
Pfeifle who said he had asked for
state cops after learning that
“500 to 1000 gangsters had been
‘mported into Bethlehem by the
union.”
The only gangsters I saw were
the thugs in the coal and iron
solice helmets and uniforms. It
night be embarrassing to Gover-
10r James for the union to ask
1im to make public the names
wnd reeords of these men, and
“how long they have been “State
Motor Patrol” members. They
‘ook and act just like the gang-
iter scum imported into the coal
mnd iron towns during the days
f the State Constabulary.

Incidentally, it is significant
that these state cops were housed
m the company property, and
admittedly were fed by the com-
oany in its cafeteria and on din.
ng cars volled into-the plant.
THE NEXT STEP

The workers are going back in-
‘o the plants flushed with a vie-
tory. But they know they still
have the biggest battle ahead:
‘0 force the company to discon-
‘inue the company union alto-
gether, to end the speedup group
bonus, or “hone-less™” system,. and
got their base pay jacked wup
from the present minimum of
42% cents an hour, They must
go after a complete signed icon-
tract, covering wages, hours,
working conditions and sole bar-
gaining rights,

Perhaps the most frequent
phrase I heard today was, “The
next time we strike...” The
word, ‘“strike,! no longer
sounds as forbidding as it did
a week ago. It is taken for
granted 'that sooner or later
\there is going to be another
strike, unless the company
gives in to the full demands of
the workers.

The experiences, the lessons,
the mistakes of this strike have
sunk deep roots into these Beth-
lehem workers. The next time
they strike, they are going to.
know who their friends and en-
emies avre. They are going to
know that the government and
the officials are on the side of
the company. They are going to
krow the tactics the company
and the police will use.  Above
all, they will know their own or-
ganized strength and power, and
they will use it
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Negro Struggle

- —— By ALBERT PARKER

AN URGENT APPEAL

The National Negro Dcp'utmcr\t of the So-
cialist. Workers Party is working at the present
time, in conjunction with Pioneer Publishers, on
a program of publ.eations relating to problems of
the Negro people.

We are sure that veaders of THE MILITANT
who have displayed an interest in the articles on
these questions printed in this paper will be in-
torested in their speedy publication.

One of the panmphlets now in preparation deals
with the struggle (o break down the Jim Crow
barg againsi Negroes enteving into the all-inciu-
give war indusiries in skilled and semi-skilled
jobs.

Another, already completed and ready to go
to press, is a x‘ﬂ\'ised version of the series of
articles ium conclided in this paper, The Negro
and The U. & Aymy. by FEugene Varlin, The revi-
sion of llns excellent geries of articles brings it
up to date, explaining the present situation of the
Negro in the armed forces,

The third pamphlet, which will he a long work,
is a basic discussion of the Negro struggle, analyz-
ing the sitnation from all angles and presenting
the program of the Socialist Workers Party for the
Negro siruggle for equality.

These pamphlets, which will be of great help
to workers who want an all-sided picture of the
problems and needs of the Negro masses, will
be ready for distribution as soon as we have
the necessary money to bring them off the press.

We are therefore making an appeal to all our
readers to help us in this ambitious enterprise.
We ask for contributions., and we ask for them
as soon ag possible, Readers who can give nus
$10.00 and readers who are able to donate only
25 cents — please help us get out this badly
needed literature, Send all donations clo this col-
umn, 116 University PL, New York City,

REPEATING 1917

The war may not have taken exactly the same
course this time as it did during 1914-1918, but
the treatment of the Negro in the armed forces
is s0 exactly the same Lthat one might think the
bureaucrats in control of the army were simply
reading a history of what happened then and
applying it today.

IFor example, there is the treatment of con-
scientious objectors.

Charles 1. Houston, former Lieutenant ol the
868th T. S. Infantry Regiment, in his series of
articles called “Saving The World For 'Democ-

racy'.” which were printed in The Pillsburgh
Conyicr last year, recalled the following about
1017:

“There was one outstanding exception to the ,
general pattern of segfegation at Camp Meade
(Maryland): white conscientious objecétors were
kousefl with Negro conscienitious obféctérs™in a
barracks in the 368th Infantry area with an arm-
ed white guard over them.

“It must be remembered that the Army con-
sidered conscientious objectors as cowards and
scum. In the case of white conscientious object-
ors at Camp Meade the camp command consider-
ed them too low to associate with the white sol-
diers, go it housed them with Negroes and stuck
them in a Negro regimental area.

“The Army considered the wHite officers of
our own regiment too good to share the same
quarters or even live in the same area with us,
their fellow Negro officers, but it could think of
no greater degradation for white conscientious
objectors than to house them with Negroes in a
Negro regimental area.”

L

And now, in 1941, comes an announcement
from Washington, via Major Campbell Johnsgon
of the Selective Service Board, that there will be
“no geparate Negro camps for conscientions ob-
jectors” and that the camps being set up will
gerve for all objectors, Negro #s well as white,

13 & &

statement of nny' boss re-
ceiving contracts from the federal government
wag the one made last week I_sy'J. . Kindel-
berger, president and general manager of North
American Aviation, Inc.;

“Applications for jobs in the plant, where we
will employ upward of ten thousand persons, will
be received at the temporary Kansas City offices
in the near future. We will receive applications
from both white and Negro workers. However,
the Negroes will be considered only as janitors
and in other similar capacities ., , ., While we are
in complete sympathy with the Negro, it is against
the company policy to employ them as mechanics
or alreraft workers, We use none except white
workers in the plant in Inglewond (California)
and the plant in Dallas (Texas) and we intend
to maintain the same policy in Kansas City. There
will be some jobs as janitors for Negroes., Regard-
less of their training as aircraflt workers. we
will not employ them in the North American
plant.”

Your can imagine what the attitude of this
company toward the Neero would be if it were
not “in complete sympathy with the Negro'!

The maost brazen

=

That the New York State Emplovment Sérvice
helps the bosses in discriminating against Ne-
groes, Jews and Catholies was admitted by a
spokesman-of the Service in a d'scussion of the
employment application blanks on which ‘“Per-
sonal Description” is followed by several inftials:
“‘SMW-WNO-CPJL" meaning “Single. Mar-
ried, Widower; White, Negro, Oriental; Catholie,
Protestant, Jew.”

The spokesman tred fo clear the Service of
responsibilify by saying:. “It’s entirely the em-
ployers' fault, You can’t legiglale digcrimination
out of existence.™

It is true that it's the emplovers’ fault, far
it is they who want to know this information
so Lhey can d'scriminate. But that doesn’t excuse
@he Service for helping them!

: %

Britain’s People’s Convention
The Stalinists Saddled It With A Petty<Bourgeois Pacifist Program

By C. VAN

LONDON, {ingland (DBy

the Stalinist-inspired “People’s
dan on Sunday, January 12th.
The People’s Convention
Chairman, Harry Adams—in t
movement which the Stalinists

year. The emphasis of that
against the imperialist war but

uptouched Churchill and the |
aim was “war to the end” against
German Ilh‘pm'ialism.

This “Men of Munieh Must Go”
movement did not evoke much res-
ponse among the working class.
Then came the Blitz over London

and the hopeless inadequacy of
the Government's Air Raid Pre-
cautions Policy was revealed in

all its ghastly horror. The Stal-
inists seized this heaven-sent op-
portunity to extenid their influ-
ence in the labor movement. They
whipped up a campaign on the
shelter issue. This was actually
the birth of the People's Conven-
tion movement,
The official
Convention c¢laim that
delegates represented 1.200,000
people in 1,504 organizations. Of
these, it i8 claimed, 1.014,950 ve-
presented 1,136 Trade Unions,
Facetory Committees and other
workers’ organizations,

Anyone acquainted with Stalin-
ist arithmetic will find it a simple
matter to discover how these fig-
ures were arrived at. The A
Aireraft  Factory employs 1,200
workers, Of these from 12 to 20
support the Stalinists. This hand-
ful of workers would send a “del-
egate" to the Convention who
would simply be listed as repres-
enting 1,200 workers in the A——
Factory.

While the Stalinigt figures can-
nof be accepted at anything like
their face value, it would, how-
ever, be fatal for revolutionary
workers to ignove the portent of
the People's Convention.

Misled by (he treacherous La-

literature of the
the 2.234

» Mail)—2.234 delegates attended

rous defleats of the Allied armies in Scandinavia and FFrance last

Kingsley Wood and the other appeasers in the Cabinet.

deliberately vagne and ¢an mean
all things to all people.

GELDREREN

Cenvention™ which met in Lon-
had its origin—according to its
he “Men of Munich Must Go™
foster-fathered afteér the disast-

movement was not  directed
against Chamberlain, alifax,
It lefl
_abor Ministers whose declared

of tlfe British working class are
today lined wup behind the Gov-
ernment’'s war policy. There s a
genuine belief among great see-
fions of the workeérs that they
are fighting a war against Pasc-

to the Stalinist policy in the
moenths preceding the war aid in
the first three weeks of the war,
when the Communist Party wasg
even more vociferous than thié La-
bor Party in whipping up support
for the “Wdr for Democracy”
against “Fascist  agegression.”
When Moscow ordered the right-
about-turn, not all of their sup-
porters followed the néew line.
But in the frade union move-
ment there is a small but myilitant
minority who are today definitely
undey Stalinist influence,
One of the most significant feﬁ-
tures of this war was the early
re-emergence of Lhe Shop Stew-
ards' Movement, which . plaved
such a magnificent role during
the war of 1814-18. In the first
Imperialist War it wasn’t till 1915
that the Shop Stewards' Move-
ment began to make its8 weight
feit. kn the first year of this way
it is already an important factor
in the working class movement,
In the trade union field, theve-
fore, the Stalinists are compelled
to adopt a militant policy in or-
der to keep the support of this
militant minority. To counfer
this, their political program ig

As part of their political de-

{
\L

ism. This is due (o o great extent |

)

Thousands of people sincerely devoted to the
struggle for peace are rallying around the “Ame-
rican Peace Mobilization” which meets in New
York this week-énd.

Will they find ithere a program adequate for
their needs? No more than the British workers
who went to the “People’s Convention.”

The program they will find there is that of
pacifism. Both World War T and World War IT
have shown that program to be completely im-
potent to prevent war or to stop war. .

Pacifism wants to stop war without destroy-
ing the basie cause of wars: the capitalist sys-
tem with all' its: rivalries -and conflicts. Failing
to v.mke effectively at the roots of war, pacifism
is impdtent to fight against war.

Reévolutionary Marxism, on the other hand,
recognizes: that the struggle against this war is
the strupgle against the capitalist order, It ve-
cognizes, furthermore, that in this epoch of war
and ‘militarism, all questions will be solved arms

AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION?

in hand. What the workers need is not a pacifist
policy but a proletarian military policy which
will carry them to power and socialism—and
thereby to peace.,

Not only is the APM program pacifist, but
the APM is controlled by the Stalinists., That
means that those who control the organization
are not against war. They are simply following
the foreign policy of Stalin. Yesterday they
shouted for “collective security.” Since the Stalin-
Hitler pact they shout pacifist slogans, Tomorrow,
if Stalin switches, they will be velling for the
“war for democracy.” Woe to those who follow
these misleaders. .

Thére is only one road out of this epoch of
war and militarism—the road of Tenin and Trot-
sky. the road of revolutionary Marxism. We are
confident that many of those who are now in the
APM are serious enough to think their way
through the Stalinist lies and buncombe and find

their way to the revolutionary road.

ple's Convention proposes nothing

forces."”

secure

life-and-death powers of the bour-
geois officer-caste?
need of universal military train-
ing under the control of the trade
unions? The fact that the work-
ing class, as a class, must hecome

enlls for a "Peo‘ms_fs' Giovernment
and a People's Peace.’ None of the
speakers at the Convenmtion made
it clear what was meanl by these
ambiguous slogans. ‘Some of the
delegates obviously interpréted it
48 the Dictatorship of* the Prole-
tariat, while to other§ f{t mesnt
a Popular Front Govermment a
la Blum. Not one of the three
speakers from the pldfform €0
much as mentioned the word “So-
cialism."”

On the crucial question of con-
trol of the armed forées, the Peo-

except: "Lffecfive democyatic
rights for members of the armed
A meaningless phrase.

shall the worker-soldiers

such demoeratic rights?
What about potting an end to the

How

The absolute

bor Party leaders, the majority

mands,

the People's Convention

masters of the military arts in

this epocly of war and militarism?
The Convention is silént on all
this: in a word, it mirrored the
purely pacifist policy” of the Stal-
inists and not & proletarian mili-
tary policy adequate to bring the
working class to power and so-
cialism.

The Stalinist erime of preach-
ing impotent pacifism is all the
greatey because the Convention
leaders had fifre human material
to work on.  Although the labot
bureaucrats had threatened with
expulsion anydne who participat-
ed, many milltants, especially
from the Clyde and the mining
areas of South Wales, sent their
representatives to London.

Besides ‘the worker delegates,
the Stalinists collected together
for the occasion all their old
friends from Popular Front days.
Prinecipal speaker at the Conven-
tion was the King's Councillor, I,
N. Pritt. who sold his services
fo the Kremlin as long ago asg the
Zinoviev-Kaméney  trial.  Pritt

was Labor Mémber of Parliament

Servants of the

By J. VAN D
Before the outbreak of the

grotesque forms this degeneratio
today in the service of Hitler.

renounce the class struggle; and
the same message, either, on
behalf of Hitler or of Churchill,
Among thosé in Churchill’'s serv-
ice is Camiile Huysmans, for long
the Belgian Labor Party's mem-
ber of the Execut.ve Committee
of the Second International. and
recently elected President of thai
executive. He I8 in charge of 1t
B.B.C. broadcasts in Flemish,

A “SOCIALIST” CALLS FOR -
DISMEMBERING GERMANY
Huysmans Hag publicly aligned
himself with Sir Robert Vansit-
tart, Chief l)ipl{)mmia Adviser of
the British government, in favor
of the punishment of the entire
German people altér the war, that
is, for the dismembérment of
Germany, When Vansittart’'s ra-
dio broadeasts along this line
were attacked, Huysman came té
his deéfense, sending a letter to
the London Swunday Times of Jan-
uary 5, 1941.

Huysman's letter “regrets that
there d&re in this country a num-
ber of intelligent men who still
think fhat Hitler is an exception
in Germany' and ingists that Hit-
ler is the very expression of the
German people. whose ingrained
“spirit of violenct” has “created
political madness in nearly the
whole population,”

He concludes: “That it is not
suificient to get rid of the masters
of the moment in order to create
in Europe a real lasting peace.
The di¢zppearance of Herr Hitler
and his friends will not prevent
the others from making a new
war within twenty years." There-
fore, says Huysmans, "the errors
committed after 1918 are not to

be committed again.” i, e.. Ger-

predicted that the reformist leadership of the Belgian labor
movement would ineyitably undergo a fearful degeneration. No
one, however, could have imagined how speedily and in what

Mest of the leaders of the Belgian section of the Second In-
ternational (the Belgian Labor Party and the trade unions) are

services for Churchill. At the beginning of the war, in the name
of "national unity" they called upon the Belgian proletariat to

King, They Now

Serve Hitler or

EN COSTE
war, the Belgian Trotskyists

n has taken place.
The rest perform equally vile

now they continue 1o preach

ted Lo become a greal power, but
must be Balkanized.

Théré is really nothing astonish-
‘ng dbout Huysman’s point of
view, He, who denied the reality
of the class struggle in Belgium
and insisted on the reality of “na
tional unity,” is consistent énough
in imputing sich “ndational un-
ity” to Germany and in calling
for a war of extérmination against
the German people.

Needless to say, Huysman's co-
thinkers in this country, the scoun
drels who edit the New Leader,
warmly pfaise Huydman's serv-
ices to Churchill and conceal his
views on the quedfion of war
aims, Let us remind ounr reader:
thote are the views of the Presi-
dent of the Second International!
The only other internationally-
known Belgian "socialist” in Lon-
don is De Bronckere, who is col-
laborating in de Gaulle's paper,
France.

“SOCIALISTS” IN THE
SERVICE OF HITLER

The overwhelming majority of
the Bélgian Second International
leaders, however, éither remained
in or returned to Belgium after
the occupation, and made their
peace w.th Hitler. This, toa, is
not inconsistenf, They always
preached “national unity” in the
service of a great power. They
did that when Belgium was a sat-
ellite of France; now they do it
when Belgium is a satellite of
Germsdny.

The chairman of the Belgian
Labor Party, Henry de Man, issued
on June 28, 1940 the Manifesto of
the Belgian Labor Party.

It said:

“Do not think that it is nec-

essary to resist the forces of

the collapse of parlmmentary
government... a free path has
been opened to us.. Peace..
can emerge out of Europe, uni-
fied by arms,_in which econo-
mic frontiers will be destroy-
ed... This new order, despite
everything in it alien to our
habits of thought, does more to
destroy class differences than
the so-called democracies...

Consider the political role of
the Belgian Labor Party as fi-
nished . . . Prepare to enter in-
to the cadres of national resur-
rection which will draw all the
living forces of the nation . . .
united by their loyalty to the
King...” :

Boris Nicolaevsky, the Russian
Menshevik, writing in the New
Leader of March 29 supplies «
pumber of the hitherto missing
links in this ugly story. He re-
ports that “a meeting took place
in Limoges (France) in August
(1940) of the rvepresentatives of
the Beigian trade nunions. All
agreed to the necessity: of return-
ing to Belgium.”

Then, at the end of August; a
meeting of the leaders of the So-
cialist and independent trade un-
fons in Brussels adopted a resolu-
tion in which they stated:
“They wish, like de Man, to
unite all the constructive for-
ces of the nation in a great
movement to serve the nation-
al collective and with that end,
to put an end to all party pol-
ities . .. They believe that
the phenomenon of class strug-
gle, arising out of a free cap-
itdlist economy, must and will
be transformed in our country
into a social and economic or-
der in which trade unions, rep-
résenting the collective and un-
der the control of the govern-
ment, will fix the conditions of
labor and regulate production.”

They conclude with the slogan
of the German Nazi labor front:

“The obligation to work, joy
through labor, the labor front!”

WHY THESHE “SOCIALISTS”
NOW SERVE HITLER §
Neither Nicolgevaky nor thé
New Leader make any attémpt to
explain how their comrades —

Belgium’'s Official Labor Leaders

Churehill

that this wag an isolated indivi-
dual here and there, it is practi-

cally the whole Second Interna-
tional bureaucracy in Belgium
which is involved — weére s0

gpeedily transformed from “war
riors for democracy’” into servi-
torg of Hitler,

Nicolaevsky's few explnnator;'
remarks are beneath contempt.
For example, of those who re-
turned {rom France:

“I. was clear that they counld
not remaih long in France as re-
fugees . . . Only a few couid ex-
pect to go abroad and that was
no solution to the problem as a
whole. The great majority of the
leaders could not think of living
outside of Belgium . ., ‘Even if
we must die, we'll die in our na-
tive land’ was the general atti-
tude. It must be poinfed out that
the Belgian labor leaders showed
great moral strength in exile.”

But of course they didn’t die;
instedd they issued that pro-Hit-
ler resolution al Brussels.

Nicolaevsky, who has the virtne
of not belng a hypocrite, cannot
pretend to condemn his Belgiai
comrades; he gees the logic of
fheir position. They were always
for “national unitv." In its name
they put aside “the phenomenon
of class struggle” at every emer-
gency, and there were alwaye
émergencies. And now the nation
is “united” under the Hitlerite
“mew order” -—— why shouldn't
these fellows go brck and make
the best of it? Tt fits in with their
whole past and their nationalist
philogophy.

Need one pofnt the moral for
Amedrican readers? Henri de Man
was néither befter nor worse than
vour William Greens.

Lahor leaders who, in the name
of fhe war for democracy, con-
demn strikes, gerve ‘“the nation”
on mediation hoards, ete,, will in
all logic dissolve the workerd’ or-
ranizations if ‘“the nation" re-
quirer it as a consequence of the
war. and they will serve a fase-
gt “new ofder“' if it will give
them a place. Only the revolution-
arv propoments of the class strug-
~le can be frusted not to capitn-

many must never again be permit-

occupation... War has brought

there can no longer ‘be a pretense

late to reaction and fascism.

for the Hammersmith Division,
and the Hammersmith Labor Par-
ty has demanded his regignat.on,
But, though Pritt and the C. P.
elaim popular support for their
Convention, he refuses to take up
the challenge and stand for re-
election to give the workers of
Hammersmith an opportunity Lo
show their feelings at the polls.

IT ENDANGERS THE

REAL MILITANT TASK

The People’s Convention moves
ment represents a potential dan-
ger to the labor movement. By
attracting the most advanced sec-
tions by its demagogy the Con-
vertion threatens to split the la-
bor movement just at a moment
when it is necessary for all mili-
tants to concentrate all their en-
ergies on ridding the movement
of the “leaders” who have he-
trayed them and entered the war
cabinet.

It is of course not aecidental
that the political program of the
People's Convention is 50 vagne.
The Kremlin's foreign policy is
in an impasse. Stalin lives in fear
or Hitler. Taday, Soyiet foreign
policy is still oriented towards
the Axis. That is why the British
Stalinists in the factories put for-
ward a poliecy whieh would, if
effective, seriously hampér the
war efforts of British imperial-
ism. When Stalin signed the Ger-
man-Soviet Pact, he also sold .to
Hitler a part-share in the Com-
intern. But tomorrow Stalin may
be forced to line up with the “De-
mocracies” and in a much active
form than he has hitherto parti-
cipated in the war,

STALIN'S BRITISH AGENTS
READY FOR SWITCH

So the British Communist Party
keeps open a line of retreat —
the vagueness of their political
program, * Not anywhere in the
“enti-war” propaganda of the Stal-
inists do they so much as lint
at revolutionary overthrow of the
imperialist regime.

Stalin's  British stooges are
keeping a wary eye on the Balkans
and they are ready to jump at
any moment should the Kreml.n
show a sign that it ig turning to-
wards the Western powers. The
People's Conventlon would over-
night cease to be an “anti-war”
movement., Theé Stalinists would
discover, not for the first time,
that Winston Churchill had all
the necessary qualifications for
heading a “People’s Government.”

.

By banning the Daily Worker,
the bourgeoisie dealt thé Stalin-
fsts a shrewd body-blow. Having
no real roots in the masds organ-
izations, the Daily Worker was
almost their sole means for mak-
ing thelr influence felt and for
spreading their propaganda. Tis
suppression has heen taken very
calmly by the workers who in
their present patriotic mood wel-
comed tlte ban in many caces,
Nowhere have the Stalinists oven
dared to call for a demonstration
against the suppression of the
“workers’ own paper.” Certainly,
the London meeting of the Peo-
ple’s Convention would not have
achieved the success it did with-
out the sustained daily propa-
ganda of the “Worker.”

To the British Seection of the
Fourth International falls the vi-
tal task of awakening the mili-
tant workers to the dangeérs in-
herent in the People’s Convention
and to counterpose to its falsge
policy our proletarian military
policy, baged on the historic needs
of the working class at this eri-
tical monient in the life of hu-

manity.

.Britain"s Labor
Leaders===Their
‘Actual Role

By JACK WEBER
The most reliable and indlspensable instrument
to British capitalism in the war is the trade union
bureaucracy. It is through leaders like Bevin,
Morrison, Citrine, Alexander that British imper-
ialism entraps the working class into fighting
solely for the interests of capitalism,

Suppose Churchill had tried to force the total
conseription of labor on the English proletaviat
by himself. Suppose an ont-land-out Tory govern-
ment had given to itself the totalitarian powers
enacted into law in the Emergency Power Act.
Thig act gives the government the right to areest
and detain in prison without any charges, with-
out any trial, without any explanation of any
kind, any person it sees fit — l‘m the duration of
the war! It gives Churchill the right to wnscript
all men and women, of whatever age, and to send
them to work or to other duties anywhere in the
land.

Workers Would Have Battled

Would the workers have entrusted such sweep-
ing powers to a Tory government? Of course not!
They would have put up a tremendous battle for
their rights. They would have denounced a gov:
ernment which tried 1o put an end to &l their
democratic rights. Very wisely, therefore, Church-
ill put to use those labor “leaders” who dominate
the trade unionists by use of their powerful ma-
chinery of bureaucracy, He established a 'I‘ory-'
Labor “Coalition” government: that is, a govern-
ment in which the false representatives of the
working.class make the workers responsible for
the functioning of the capitalist syster:,

Did the Tories completely and cailously neg-
lect 1o huild a'r-raid shelters for the masses of
people”? Then put a labor man in chargs of this
department, and let him assure the working class
that averything possible is being done — when
nothing is detually done. ¢ i necessary to pro-
duce more in the factovies, to have the factory
hands put in long hours, to have them put up
with ever worsening conditions? Then let good
old Bevin take the matter in hand. Bevin lays
down the (capitalist) law — no strikes or diss
putes during wartime! The workers must submit
to compulsory a:’biu‘ation. of course with their
“own” man on the board that settles issues.

Hiding Signs of Discontent

War -always means such suffering and hard-
ships for the masses that their hatred for a sys-
tem which imposes these unbearable conditions
is bound to flare up sooner or later. In England
elections are held periodleally for members of
parliament. Since fho beginning of the war, fhere
have beenfift¥-fwo, such elections. To hideé any
signs of ' didcontent, Churchill got a polifical
“truce'” from the Labor Party when he elevated
its leaders into the government. Parliament must
stay the same during the war — so many Tories,
so many Labor members. :

What have the workers to gain from all this?
Exactly nothing. On the contrary, they lose all
along the line, Capitalism strengthens itself at
every point at the expense of the proletariat. The
workers are tied hand and foot, not only at home
but in the colonies as well where the same laws
are made to apply with the henediction of Bevin
and Company, Under the EPA (Emergency Powér
Act) the militant fighters for working class rights
and for colonial freedom are seized and put in
jail.  Thus Wallace Johnson, President of the
Sierra Leone Trade Unfon Congress, was jailed
at once. So was Uriah Butler who led the mili-
tant West Indies strike of 1927. He was deported
to a small island (Nelson) off Trinidad. Militant
Hindu leaders were similarly disposed of.

A Capitalist’s Frank Remarks

The capitalists use these privileged labor lead-
ers to tie the trade unions and the Labor Party
to the capltalist state, Bul let no oneé suppose
that the factory owners have anything but con-
tempt for these tools! The English writer Crow-
ther, of the British financial journal, the Eco:
nomist, éxpresses this contempt in the New York
Times (March 28vd):

“Trade union leaders are elderly gefitlemén
who want to get higher wages for théir mem-
bers. but otherwise wish to change nothing . , .
British trade unions occupy spproximately the
same place in politics today as the Church of
England occupied in the last century . .. The
presence of trade union leaders in the Cabinet:
is no more a portent of revolution than the fact
that Bishops of the Established Church sit in
the House of Lords . . . Nothing has beeri more
noticeablé in ChurchilP’s cabinet thdn the per-
sonal mediocrity of theé labor leaders.”

Crowther would be quite wrong if he thought
that the class consciofis British workers enjoy
the spectacle of these mediocrities pushed around
with Churchill's cane. It is these workers who
are demanding an end to the truce betweeén labor
and capitalism, This gquestion will come up at
the Labor Party Conference to be held this June,
But it seems unlikely that the British workers
will have gone forward enough by that time to
force thelr leaders to break off the truce and the
coalition. Such a step would mean a tremendous
sharpening of the class struggle. It would be the
greatest news of the war.

Meantime the American working class can
learn a great deal from the situation in England.
Men like Hillman, Green, Murray, Lewis follow
closely in the footsteps of their British proto-
tvpes, Bevin and Morrison.© They must not be
permitted to put over a truce with United Statés
capitalism during the war. The workers woumld
be completely at the merey of their bosses in that
¢ase. ‘The Amerfecan prolefariat must fight 'fb,r'
its own Hiferests!
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FIGHT WITH THE
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:

For:

1. Military training of workers, financed by the gov-
ernment, under control of the trade unions.

2, The establishment of special officers’ training
camps, financed by the government and controlled
by the trade unions, to train workers to become
officers.

8. Confiscation of all war profits—all company books
to be open for trade union inspection.

4. Expropriation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control,

5. Trade union wages. for all workers drafted into the

© army.

8. Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces—
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end to secret diplomacy.
8, A peoples’ referendum on any and all wars.

AT HOME:

For:
A job and decent living for every worker.

2 'l‘hirty-thirty—$30 ‘weekly minimum wage—30
hour weekly maximum for afl workers on all jobs.

8. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.

4. Full social, political and economic equality for the
Negro people.

B. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and
fascist attacks.

6. A twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and
housing program to provide jobs for the unem-
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade
Unions.

9. A Workers' and Farmers' Government,

Grim Anniversary

An old man with a bulbous nose and a pot belly
draped with a heavy gold watch chain participated
recently at a Waldorf-Astoria banquet to raise
funds for Greek war reliefl. When Wendell Willkie,
the principal speaker, goncluded his remarks with
“Pray God that day—British victory—will not
be far away,” the old man jumped to his feet and
added his croaking voice to the cheers of the aud-
ience. The old man was J. P. Morgan.

Such a cheer from Morgan has a grucsome
sound. We know, for we have heard that cheer be-
fore—exactly 24 years ago this April 6th, the an-
niversary of United States entry into the World

War.

The present imperialist slaughter is not some-
thing new and unrelated to that last war. On the
contrary, it is a continuation. It springs irom the
same imperialist ambitions and unresolved rival-
ries which fostered the first world war.

J. P. Morgan is the living symbol of this con-
tinuity. e, more than any other one man, con-
trived our participation in the last war.

In 1915, Morgan became the exclusive Allied
purchasing agent in the United States. In addition
he and his banker colleagues floated private loans
10 finance the Allied war efforts,

A letter which Colonel House, Morgan'’s friend,
sent to President Wlison shortly before war was
declared, has since been published. In this letter
House pointed to the financial catastrophe to Ame-
rican capitalism if the Morgan-sponsored loans to
Britain should be wiped out by a British defeat.
House demanded a declaration of war. And it
came.

The financial interests of Morgan and his breed
are far more gigantic'today than_ in 1917, Britain
is now at best a junior partner of the ‘American
bankers. Morgan’s gruesome cheer is for a war that
means many more billions in profits for him and
his kind than in 1917 and equally as much more
death andiagony for the masses.

This war is a continuation of the last in still
another sense. Out of the last war was born the
Russian Revolutions of 1917 and that great pro-
letarian revolutionary tide which swept through
Europe and stopped the war.

A continuation is pot a repetition. This war
will not simply repeat the evenls of the last. The
present imperialist armed struggle is the expres-
sion of a capitalist world far more decayved than
it was in 1917, It involves masses who have within
their reach’ the knowledge and experiences of the

October Revolution and the lessons of the invinc-
ible Bolshevik Party of Lenin and Trotsky. '

The last war witnessed the overthrow of the
weakest link in world capitalism, the Russian
bourgeoisie. This war places on the order of the
day the revolutionary overthrow of the entire
world system of capitalism.

In this overthrow, the American working-class
is destined to play a decisive part. The American
workers have passed through a tempering fire of
vast struggles in the past ten years. They are more
hardened and matured in the class struggle. Com-
pared to the stripling who faced 1917, the Ame-
rican working class 1s now a full-grown giant.

Trotsky wrote in 1940, “ . .. the objective situa-
tion and the experience accumulated by the Ame-
rican workers can pose within a very brief periog
of ume on the order of the day the question of the
conqucst of power..."”

It is this conquest of power by the American
proletariat which will put an end to this war and
1o all future capitalist wars. Then we shall really
celebrate the anniversary of April 6, 1917!

They Praise Violence!

The thing that happened in Yugoslavia last
week is what is called the violent overthrow of a
legally-constituted government. The army ousted
the regular government ministers from office, ar-
rested them, occupied government buildings. The
regent, Prince Paul, was put to flight, and yogpg
Peter Karageorgevitch was proclaimed King.

Now we have been hearing a lot fromi Presi-
dent Roosevelt, Churchill & Co. about “violence
and disorder.” We are being told every day that
we are going to have to go to war to combat these
evil things. We just can’t have governments being
ousted, overthrown, parliaments ignored, ministers
arrested and all that, It just isp’t democratic.

What must be our surprise then to hear Roose-
velt and Churchill both and all their radios and
their newspapers hailing with joyful satisfaction
this reversal of orderly democratic processes?
Churchill said that “Yugoslavia has found her
soul.” Roosevelt promptly sent King Peter a
promise of help. The New York Times called the
military putsch “the choice of a free’people.”

Can it be that our rulers are not really defend-
ers of democratic orderliness at all times and under
all conditions? Is it really, really possible that they
are ready to blink their eyes alittle at deviations
from the true path when their higher imperialist
interests require it?

So it would seem. How else can we explain
their pleasure over a violent military putsch? Or
their alliances with the bloody Greek dictatorship?
Or the inclusion of a dozen Latin American dic-
tatorships in the hemispheric “democratic” front?
Or the recognition of the hangman and biitcher
Chiang Kai-shek as a “democratic leader”?

In other words, we learn again that all this big
talk about “democracy” and “orderly processes”
is a lot of bunk. When it suits their imperialist
interests, our rulers are quite ready to be pleased
with violence and disorder, even with the over-
throw of governments by means other than orderly
elections. v

Let us not, on our part, be hypnotized by empty
words. Our bosses are quite realistic. We have to
be too.

Convoys Next

“It is going to mean nothing in winning the
war unless the goods we produce and ship reach
their destination. But due to thinness of protec-
tion, ships are sunk and goods are lost. .. It is an
essential part of German tactics to throttle the
American supply. We have got to make up our
minds what we are going to do about it. Are we
going to deliver the goods?”

These are the words of Coloncl William J. Don-
ovan in his radio address of March 26. Donovan
was “reporting” on his recent thtee months tour
of the war zone as an “unofficial” Administration
observer. Ilis words are, of course, the ideas of
Roosevelt himself.

This statement of Donovan’s was the opcnmg

gun in the campaign for armed convoys.

Donovan implies, that the only way goods can
be delivered to England is with the protection of
the United States Navy.

Itis significant that Donovan's “report” to the
American people dwelt exclusively on the single
question of implementing “Aid to Britain” and
~uycd clear of telling us the state of affairs in
Europe. Not for the masses is the actual report
he made to Roosevelt on the conditions in Europe,
the war aims of the Allies, the committments ex-
changed with Churchill. Ours not to reason why or
lp know why or wherefore.

The Administration defeated the altempt to
amend the lease-lend bill to ban the use of convoys.
Nevertheless, the bill as passed does include the
clause: "Nothing in' this act shall be construed to
authorize or permit the authorization of convoying
vessels by naval vessels of the United States.”

This clause was thrown in as a deceptive sop to
appease the fear of the masses that the lease-lend
bill would pave the way to armed convoys and war.
It was a lawyer's trick. The clause does not pro-
hibit such convoys.

The fight of the anti-war forces must be con-
centrated now against the use of armed convovs.
Only the sternest opposition of the American mass-
es can give Roosevelt pause in takmg this next
step into the war,

GPU Frees Siqueiros;
Buys Mexican “Justice”

Leader of May 24, 1940 Machine-Gun Attack On Trotsky House
Is Released On Bail Despite Guilt For Bob Harte’s Murder

justice and liberating David Alf

ert Sheldon Harte.
Siqueiros has not been fully

“tion to. this perversjon of justice
it is easy to predict.that Siquei-
ros will be completely liberated
or suffer a slight fine or small
sentence. | 3 .

After the attack on May 24th
the Communist Party and (ts fel-
low travellers, trying "to throw
people off the track, demanded
that the culprits guilty of the at-
tack be apprehended and dealt
uith severely. They then raised
a howl that the auack Was organ-
ized by Trotsky blmuel{

Unfortunately for the GPU,
some of the gang participating in
the attack were.caught and it be-
came clear that the GPU was di-
rectly responsible,

SIQUEIROS' GUILT

Siqueiros was pamed by his ac-
complices as the leader of the at-
tack. After much e¢riticism the
authorities finally succeeded in
locating his hiding place and cap-

MEXICO CITY.—The GPU does not forget its agents.
With its vast resources it has succeeded in-corrupting Mexican

GPU gang that made the machine-gun attack on the Trotsky
home on May 24, 1940, murdering Trotsky's young guard Rob-

ever, been freed on bail. The bail bond required was the sum of
800 dollars (4000 pesos). Unless within Mexico there is a reac-

aro Siqueiros, the leader of the

liberated as yet. He has, how-

he claimed- that he ha& chargs
of the “external” side of the af
tack but had nothing to do witt
the machine-gunning of' Trotsky's
bedroom.

1t was proved, however, that 8!
queiros came to the scene dressed
in the uniform of a major of the
Mexican a‘rmy; that he directec
the tying up of the policemen on
guard at the house,

About 300 bullets were fired into
Trotsky's bedroom and other
rooms of the house. Incendiary
bombs were hurled into some of
the rooms, Robert Sheldon Harte,
the young guard, was kidnapped
and murdered.-

HIS ABSURD ALIBI

Siquejros made the preposter-
ous claim™that the purpose of the
attack was to get some documents
to prove that Trotsky was a “coun-
ter-revolutionary.”

Wag it necessary to fire 300

these documents? Did it require
the murder of Harte to get the
documents? And why were no do-
cuments taken by the gang? Did
Siqueiros know where those do-
cuments were?

Siqueliros' funtastic story was
enough to convict him before any
body. He was guilty of many
crimes — the most serious being
the attempt on the life of Trotsky
and the murder of Harte.

But the GPU ia strong‘er than
Mexican justice. It has limitless
amounts of money and (remend-
ous influence.

MAY FREE ASSASSIN

And now that Siqueiros is out
the GPU ig already mobilizing its
forces (g liberate Jacson, the as-
sassin who killed Trotsky on
August 20, 1940. It gounds fan-
tastic but let no one be surpris-
ed If the GPU succeeds In “prov-
ing" that Jacson was insane at the
time he attacked Trotsky or be-
came insane afterwards.

There must be many Mexlcang
hanging their heads in shame at
the spectacle of GPU murderers
going scotfree. But (t' §s mnot
enough simply to be ashamed. An
active campaign against the GPU
is necessary to prevent the great-

turing him. During the hearings

shots from machine guns to get

est travesty of justicae.

Union Officials’ Salaries
Must Rise, Say Officials

The Hotel and Restaurant

More interesting than this
the officials to justify increases

The stage was set for the
For More Adequate, Salaries,”

in that article read:

“They (the unj_o_n officials)
must constantly meet and fra-
ternize with employers and
professional elements, many of-
whom receive far greater sal-
aries than we have been in the
habit of paying (to our offic-
ers) and many have been the
embarassments suffered by un-
complaining officials because
of this fact,” £

The foternational officials “fra-
ternize with employers” and

the same kind of life, fivancially,
a8 the employers.
that séntence says,
baldly!

THE RESULTS OF
“FRATERNIZATION"
What happens to union officials
who "fraternize with employers”
and live the life of the employ-
ers, with costly homes, vacations
in Florida, etc.?

With thelr touching desire to
avoid embarassment for those who
can't live on the same socale, such
officials spare such embarassment
to the rank and file of the unions

“fraternizing” with the rank and
file. They spend their time with
thése who can “fraternize” on that
gcale: other international officials
and the bosses.

After a few years of that they
understand the “problems"” of the
hosges infinitely hetter than they
understand the wneeds of their
“owu" rank dnd file. They are no
longer workers’ leaders; they are
“labor statesmen,” performing a
“pational service” by graciously
controlling the unions.

One local union protested
against “The Case for. More Ade-
quate Salaries,” and was suffi-
ciently influential to secure pub-
lication of its letter in the March
issue of The Calering Industry
Employee. This was the Cooks,
Pastry Cooks and Assistants Lo-
cal 228 of Oakland. California.
Its letter made a number of very
cogent points: 1

On “fraternizing with employ-
ers” il said:

“Now it seems (o us thal as a.
‘matter of strict {rade union prin-
ciples; any of our officials, local’
or International, must meet with
employers. However, we do pol
feel that the best interests of trade
union principles are served by
fraternizing with these groups.”

opens its Golden: Jubilee Conyention on April 21, in Cincinnati,
Ohjo. Whatever else the convention does or doesn’t do, the one
thing its mtemauonal officers are determined on is to get a raise.

The Catering Indaqtry Employee, in_January.

therefore should be able to live

That's what
and quite

by the simple expedient of never|,

I:mployces International (AFL)

news are the reasons given by
in their,own salaries.

increase. jn an article “The Case
in_the intérnational’s nu}nthly.
ie key sentence

“Im the faurth paragraph (of
the article) it is stated that Broth-
er Meany,  Secretary-Treasurer of
the A¥L, '‘worked for the very
modest stipend of $10,000 and is
now ralsed to $18,000" . . . The
maximum for a miscellaneous
worker on the West Coast Is from
$17.50 1o $20, per week in union
houses. Many workers whom we
sign up are receiving as little as
$8 to 310 per'week, and we wonder
if the author of that article ever
tried to sell' Unlonism to people
receiving $10 and less per week,
only to have them join the union
and read in our official magazine
reference to the ‘very modest sti-
pend of $10,000 per year'?"
\ The letter covcludes with the
warning that, with talk *about
modest stipends of £10,000 or $18.-
000 a year, Is it any wonder that
the newer members of our Inter
pational Union think that union-
ism is a.racket? We as (local)
Union are not opposed to adequate
salaries to officials; however, we
feel that a decent salary plus an
expense ‘account is sufficient.”

The International’s answer to
this letter—writien by the month-
1y's editor — avoids most of the
questions raiged, but more than
makes up for that by one utterly
revealing sentence:

THE BUREAUCRAT'S VIEW
OF THE WORLD

‘You take exception in your
fifth paragraph to my state-
ment that ‘Brother Meany,
Secretary-Treasurer of the
AFL, worked for the very mo-
dest stipend of $10,000 and is
raised to .$18,000.' All right—
I repeat that statement. All
things are relative, and we do,
not compare (workers’) wage-
scales with salaries paid our
Business Representatives, Sec-
retary-Treasurers of locals, 1ot
alone our National and Inter-
national officers.”
"We do not compare” a work-
er's wage with that of the officer
who is supposed to gerve him!
Just absorh the full meaning of
that revealipg phrase! The work
ing stiff and ‘the union official —
they gre pot' of the same *clay,
they belong to different worlds,
their jncomes cannot be compared
with each other. There is the soul
of the lgbor bureaucrat!

the wage of the worker and the
salary of the worker's “own" of-
ficial, how, then, can the bureauc-
rat compare the wage of the work-
er with .the ‘“earnings” .of the
boss?

" Horror is the natural sentiment
which rises in. the aoul of the
bureaucrat if he hears a worker
say, o hell with the boss, we do
all the work and we ought to get
the fruits of our work. Horror —

it be if the worker could squeeze
the boss dry and — good heavens!
— perbaps even reduce the boss to
the living standard of the work-
er? Where would the internation-
al union official be in such a
world? '

“No,” says the soul of the bu-
reaucrat,” the world must be a
place where common clay gets one
kind of living, and an entirely
different kind of living is reserv-
ed for those whose incomes ‘‘do
not compire with” the workers’
wage — the bosses and those who
“fraternize with the employers.”

Such is the soul of the labor
bureaucrat — one which cannot
conceive of any other kind of
world except the capitalist world
of priviléged and underprivileged.
of those who toll and those who
reap the fruits, of the worker and
his exploiters. That is the soul
of practically all top trade umion
officials — the goul of labor-lleu-
tenants of capitalism.

The workers will be led to com-
plete freedom not by these ,men
but by those pledged to desiroy

capitalism -— the revolutionary
socialista,

Now Available
In Limited Quantity

Bound Volumes

1940
SOCIALIST
APPEAL

$2.50 each

Place your orders immediately

Socialist Appeal
116 University Place
/New York City

Natupally, if he finds it imper-

On salaries it said:

| missible to compare in any way

for what kind of a world would.

W here
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

~

For the Independence of Ethiopia

With the expulsion of the Italian imperialist army
from Ethiopia, the people of that country should lose
no time in demanding the immediate retirement of
all British troops and complete independence. And,
what is more important, they should prepare their
forces to conduct a serious struggle to win' those
demands,

One can be absolutely certain that British imperi-
alism will hold on to Ethlopia as long as 'it possibly
can anhd will not grant independence to the Ethiopian
people unless it is compelled to do so.

When in 1935 Mussolini sent an army to subju-
gate the Ethiopians,‘the Trotskylst movement unhesi-
tatingly came out in favor of the Ethiopian people
against the Italian imperialists,

Some people were surprised at the fact that we
ook such a position. How could a revolutionary party
representing everything that coustitutes progress de-
fend a backward country llke Ethiopia? It was as-
serted, and the truth of the assertion could not be
challenged, that feudalismn and slavery characterized
Ethiopian society and (hat Haile Selassie, the “Lion
of Judah,” was nothing but a cruel slave-driver.

There were those who argued further that the
conquest of Ethiopla by an advanced capitalist coun-
try would be progressive because {ts backwardness
would thereby be destroyed. Others. recognizing the
imperialist aims of Italy, were unwilling to take
sides in the struggle, also offering the backwardness
of Ethiopia and the cruelty of its ruler as justification
for their attitude of neutrality.

Revolitionary Marxists brushed away all thege ar-
guments as superficial and presented the basic Marx-
ist contention: that in the modern world imperialism
constitutes the most reactionary force because it is
imperialism that prevents the growth and further de-

~velopment of the productive forces. Consequently the

struggle of any group, even though living in a back-
ward country, against any section of the imperialist
world is progressive in character and must be sup-
ported,
. 'We did not support Ethiopia against Italian im-
perialism because we preferred the Ethiopian back-
ward economy to the capitalist economy of Italy but
because a victory of the Ethlopian people would have
been a blow at the whole system of imperialism *

There was of course, and there can be, no danger
whatever that a victory of the Ethiepians niight lead
to the supplanting of capitalist economy by the fendal
and slave-owning economy o} Ethiopia. Capitalist
economy can be replaced only by a socialist economy
and a defeat of Italian imperialism at the hands of
the Ethiopiangs would advance the interests of the
future socialist economy.

* & ¥

At-the time of the invasion of Ethiopla by Italy;
Blllisl\ lmperhllsm was willing to permit the subju-
gation of the Ethiopian people by a rival imper talism.
The British imperialists were not exactly overjoyed
at the spectacle but still did not consider Mussolini's
venture of such danger to themselves as to justify
going to war about it. Under the leadership of Eden
a small section of the British ruling class favored
taking drastic measures to teach Mussolini a lesson,
but Eden was overruled, The loss of independence
of the Ethiopians was a mattey that did not disturb
the British jmperidlists. All they did was to give
the “Lion of Judah” asylum in London, no doubt
thinking that he might come in handy in the future.

Sure enough Churchill and Eden had a chance tq
‘dust off the Lion of Judah. When the British im:
perialists found (hemselyes at war with Mussolini
they aﬁipped Haile Selassie back 1o mobilize the
Ethiopians against the Italian army,

The Ethiopian tribesmen, not belonging to the
leftist sects that plague the revolutionary movément
of the advanced capitalist countries, but being prac-
tical people, decided that it was. perfectly proper to
accept guns from the British imperialists and use
them ‘against the Itallan imperialists. The main en-
emy were the robbers who had actual possession of
the house and it was necessary to utilize all means
to kick them out,

The Fight Against British Imperialism

And now that the Italian exploiters have been com-
pelled to get out, the Ethiopians should turn their
attention to the British who helped the Ethiopians
not out of any altruistic motives but because it gerved
British imperfalist interests to do so.

The leaders of British imperialism have already
announced that they aill take the Ethiopians under
their tutelage and grant them independence only after
a4 period of preparatory training,

That the Ethiopian people require belp to develop
their country is something. that cannot be denijed. But
that the Ethiopian people require training by the
British imperialists in order to be indepeudent is dis-
proved by the fact that they bave been independent
for centuries witbout the aid of the British ‘imper-
ialists,

AIL would be perfectly possible [or Great Britain
to help the Ethiopians develop their country indus-
trially without subjecting them to any period of tutel-
age. But that is oul of the question for the British
ruling class which is not interested in the progress
and independence of the Ethiopians. Tt is mte:cated
only in exploiting the Ethiopians.

Only @ socialist regime in England would grant’
independence to Ethiopia and at the same time help
the Ethiopians develop their country industrially, Un-
der a socialist regime it would be (o the - ‘advantage
of the English people to see fo it thal all industr ially
backward countries received their help. Under social-
jsm the standard of living in one country rises to
the extent that all countries are fully dey eloped. That
is why the colonial and semi-colonial peoples must’
join tHe revolutionary proletariat of the advanced
couniries in the struggle agdinst imperialism.

Whereas the Lion of Judah can come Lo some agrees
ment with' the British Lion and thus obtain some
crumbs for himself, the Ethdopian people have no
other recourse thian o -demand complete independence
from the British imperialistg and to struggle for it
with all weapons at their digposal, - :



