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STRIKE BRINGS VICTORY AT BETHLEHEM
Kremlin Worried 
By Hitler’s Move
But Its Timid Protest is Addressed to 
Bulgaria and Not to the Nazi Invader

Adolf H itler moved his forces into Bulgaria last week and 
established them at a dozen points along the Greek frontier. The 
move brought him to within striking distance of the Dardanelles.

While the world waited to see whether Britain could muster 
sufficient forces to make a landing in Greece and thereby create 
its v ita lly  needed Balkan front, a sudden stirring came out of 
Moscow.

During the many weeks of plot and counterplot in Bulgaria
w h ile  Germany's occupation of
th a t country  was being prepared, 
the K re m lin  sat t ig h t in  its  now 
fa m ilia r  a ttitud e  of fr ig h le ilc d  s i l­
ence.

Nazi troops in  B u lga ria  meant 
Nazi troops close to the Darda­
nelles —• the Soviet Union's ou t­
le t to the M editerranean. It also 
m eant new Nazi bases along s t i l l  
another Soviet fro n tie r  —  th is  
tim e  bases capable of susta in ing  
Bn attack on the o il fields of the 
Caucasus.

W hen H itle r 's  hordes f in a lly  did 
move in to  B u lga ria  on M arch 2, 
the  K re m lin  sent a note —  not to 
H it le r  —  but to the B u lga rian  
government. In  th is  note fo r the 
f irs t  tim e siiice the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact, the K re m lin  perm itted its e lf 
to take openly a hostile  tone to ­
ward the Nazis. The note deplor­
ed B u lga ria ’s acquiescence in  Ger­
m an occupation, w h ich  i t  said 
m eant “ extension of the w a r.”  
The note added tHat the Soviet 
Government “ cannot render any 
support”  to the B u lga rian  pro- 
A x is  policy.

T h is  K re m lin  move was appar­
e n tly  designed by S ta lin  as a t i ­
m id  w a rn in g  to H itle r .  S ta lin , 
who m o rta lly  fears involvem ent 
In  the war, did not. dare to serve 
even th is  t im id  w a rn in g  on H it ­
le r. l ie  .sent i t  instead to B u lg a ria  
— w h ich  is in no position to do 
an y th in g ''o n  its  account.

Those w ish fu l th in ke rs  in  the 
Ang lo-Am erican camp who w i l l

im m edia te ly in te rp re t th is  as her­
a ld ing  a Nazi-Soviet break are 
doomed again to disappointm ent. 
A t most, S ta lin  w i l l  t r y  to hold 
H it le r  away from  the Dardanelles 
by lend ing sub rosa support to 
I be Turks. U n til H it le r  d ire c tly  
attacks I he Soviet Upion itse lf, 
S ta lin  w ill go to any lengths to 
avoid m il ita ry  involvem ent.

By means of th is  w h in in g  l i t t le  
note to the governm ent of a Nazi- 
occupied country, S ta lin  is also 
t ry in g  to support the S ta lin is t 
contention th a t the USSR is oc­
cupying an “ independent”  posi­
tion  in  the present con flic t. He 
is t ry in g  to show th a t he has not 
h itched h im se lf to the Nazi attack. 
E very move lie has made lias 
turned on th is  fear. He knows 
lh a t involvem ent in  t iie  ,war w ill 
b ring  to 1 lie supreme test the 
bureaucratic regim e he heads. 
And lie knows i t  cannot stand 
th a t test, th a t i t  w i l l  he swept 
away. The Soviet Union w i l l  be 
saved by a regenerated ru le  o f real 
Soviets, not by the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy.

The K re m lin  note to B u lga ria  
may possibly be intended as the 
s ta rtin g  po in t fo r  a' K re m lin  o r i­
en tation away from  the Nazis — 
but th a t w i l l  be fo r the fu tu re . 
R igh t now i t  is fa r  more lik e ly  
a fresh a ttem pt to strengthen the 
K re m lin ’s barga in ing position 
and to ward o ff the much-feared 
Nazi blow a t the Dardanelles.

O N THE W A R  FRONTS
by G EO RG E S TE R N

Cops Couldn't Break This Picket Line

The question o f “ w a r a im s”  is 
ra ised bu t l i t t le  these days. 
Somebody w rite s  a le tte r  about i t  
to  the New  Y o rk  T im es. O r an 
is o la tio n is t senator grasps a t i t  
fo r  a m om ent in  his search fo r  
te ll in g  argum ents.

W hat are “ war aims” any­
way ?

The Nazi w a r aims are made 
p la in  enough. German im p e ria l­
ism  has embarked upon a drive  
to  m aster the con tinen t o f Europe 
and, eventua lly , the ‘ colonies o f 
A s ia  and A fr ic a , and a ll the 
w o rld ’s seaways and m arke t p lac­
es.

Britain's war aims arc like­
wise quite clear. There is a 
half-lru th  in Churchill’s answer 
that B rita in ’s aim is to save 
itself. For the British Empire, 
the world’s most powerful 
military-economic-political unit, 
up to (he present generation, 
is passing from the scene. The 
British rulers of the wqrld arc 
try ing  desperately to hold on 
to their slipping power. They 
know they must cede and they 
prefer to cede to the United 
States rather than to Germany.

The w a r aim s o f A m erican im ­
peria lism  arc  necessarily the 
cou n te rp a rt o f Germ any's— fo r  
A m erican finance and in d u s try  
in tends fo r  its e lf  the crow n o f 
w o rld  dom inion. The German 
challenge to th a t in ten tion  has to

he taken up and removed and the 
U.S. has to em bark m ore “ p lan - 
fu l ly ”  upon its  career as No. 1 
power in  the w orld .

This, in brief, is the “case” of 
American imperialism. Henry 
Luce, editor of L ife magazine, 
wrote last week that America 
must “exert upon the world the 
lu ll impact of our influence, 
for such purposes as we see fit 
and by such means as we sec 
fit.”
The “ we” , o f course, means the 

ru le rs  o f  A m erican  cap ita lism , 
who, in  Luce’s version, are to 
make A m erica  “ the p rinc ip a l 
gu a ra n to r o f the freedom  o f the 
seas”  and the “ dynam ic leader o f 
w o rld  trade .”  Th is is the en tranc­
in g  v is ion fo r  w h ich we arc  to go 
fo rw a rd  and die, w ith  brave 
smiles th rough  the gore, in  the 
com ing battles.

A ll the "w ar aims” of (he 
capitalist powers add up to the 
same thing— they take us into 
w ar to secure new scope for 
T H E IR  exploitative activities 
or to defend the zone of ex­
ploitation which they already 
have.

O UR war aim, on (lie other 
hand, is to erase all exploita­
tion. T hat pits us against all of 
them. That also is what gives 
us the certainty of victory for 
our w ar aim is identical with  
the deepest strivings of the 
vusl m ajority of all men.

Cops and scabs are caught in a whirl-pool of m ilitant steel strikers when they try  to crash 
a gate of the struck Lackawanna plant of the Bethlehem Steel Company. 38 hours of try ing to 
pass an impregnable wall of pickets, and cops, scabs and company bosses yelled “Quits!”

Ford Men All Set For 
Biggest Strike Ever
Physical Struggles Break Out Between Unionists and Ford's Thugs 
Danger Spot in Strike is Failure to Concentrate on Negro Workers

D ETRO IT, Mich.—The UAW -CIO has finally thrown 
down the gauntlet to Henry Ford. It has tiled notice with the 
Michigan Labor Board of its intention to strike the plants of the 
Ford Motor Company!

It is high time that the union took this action! The tension 
is becoming unbearable inside the River Rouge plant. For the 
past two weeks, union men wearing their union buttons are being 
physically attacked and slugged by the service men and quite a 
few have been sent to the hospi-

chigan. These locals are today o r­
ganiz ing th e ir  f ly in g  squadrons 
and preparing, eager to throw  
th e ir  fu ll w e ight behind the Ford 
workers to ensure the v ic to ry  of 
the s tr ik e  against the ty ra n t of 
R iver Rouge.

The UAW-CIO has a huge mem­
bership today of Ford w orkers; 
more than enough to challenge 
and to defeat H enry Ford. The 
union has, however, not made 
equally good progress among the 
more than 9,000 Negro w orkers 
at the R iver Rouge p lan t. The 
fact is th a t a great section of the 
D e tro it Negro com m unity leader­
ship. composed as i t  is  of Negro 
lawyers, doctors, preachers and 
the like , are against the union 
and fo r H enry  Ford.

Ford is t ry in g  to create a race- 
r io t at R iver Rouge! H is  propa­
ganda warns the Negro w orkers 
lh a t they w i l l  a ll lose th e ir  jobs 
i f  the un ion comes in to  the Ford 

plants.
T h is  dangerous s itua tion  is 

made even more dangerous by the 
tra ito rous , s trike-b reak ing role of 
W illia m  Green and the Executive 
Council of the A. F. o f La­

tah I t  is not, however, a one-sided 
battle. In  the past week more and 
more of the service men are get­
t in g  a dose of th e ir own medicine. 
Today service men do not dare 
enter ce rta in  departments tha t are 
100% organized!

The Ford un ion men are clam ­
o ring  fo r a s tr ik e  and i t  is doubt­
fu l w hether they can be held back 
very much longer. They a ll know 
th a t FOrd wants a test of 
strength. They know tha t he has 
been preparing fo r months fo r the 
battle  o f h is life . They a ll know 
tha t Ford w ill never sign a union 
contract u n til the un ion displays 
its  fu l l  s trength and forces old 
H ank to his knees.

'I’lie un ion organization drive  
has taken a tremendous spu rt up­
ward since the last two favorable 
N LR B  decisions have c o m e  
through. The union states tha t it  
is now s ign ing  up F ord  workers 
at the ra te  of 1,000 a day.

The Ford challenge has aroused 
the other UAW-CIO locals around 
M ich igan as no other challenge 
has aroused them fo r the past 
three years. And the UAW-CIO 
has over 200,000 members in  M i-

CHICAGO-—A  mass m eeting to  
pro test the conviction o f Odell 
W a lle r, Negro sharecropper sent­
enced to  die on M arch 1-1 fo r  the 
.«•'•■lf-dcfcnsc k il l in g  o f his land ­
lord, w i l l  he held in Chicago on 
Tuesday, M arch 11, a t Good 
Shepard Church, 5700 P ra ir ie  
Avenue, a t 8 P.M.

The m eeting is sponsored by 
the Chicago branches o f thb

W orkers  Defense League and the 
N A A C P , w ith  the support o f the 
Brotherhoods o f S leeping Car 
P orte rs  and Red Caps, the 
IL G W U , the Federation o f Jew ­
ish Trade Unions and o ther o r- 
ganizations.

-The W D L, in cooperation w ith  
the N A A C P , is f ig h tin g  to  obtain 
a new t r ia l  fo r  W a lle r and to w in  
his freedom .

bor who have pu t themselves up 
fo r sale to H enry  Ford to act as 
the s tr ik e  breakers to destroy the 
on ly union at the Ford M otor Com­
pany, the UAW-CIO.

I t  is feared th a t Ford w i l l  a t­
tem pt to use the confused Negro 
workers fo r  a “ back-to-work-move- 
m eut”  in  order to smash the s trike  
and the UAW -CIO a t the Ford 
plants, and tha t the leadership of 
th is  s trike -b reak ing  “ back-to-work- 
movement”  w i l l  be taken over by 
the tra ito r , W ill ia m  Green, in  the 
name of the A F L .

BLACK AND W HITE 
UNITE AND FIGHT!

I t  is im pera tive  th a t the UAW- 
CIO begin a large scale campaign 
to exp la in  to the Negro workers 
how Ford  and the m anufacturers 
are a ttem pting  to use them 
against the w h ite  w orkers and in  
th is  way enslave fu rth e r the 
whole w o rk in g  class, both Negro 
and w h ite  —  The old po licy of 
“ d iv ide  and ru le .”

The UAW-CIO must also launch 
the ba ttle  fo r a fig h tin g  program  
to abolish a ll d isc rim in a tio n  and 
J im  Crow policies in  in du s try  and 
cn "na tiona l defense”  w ork. M er­
ely repeating th a t (he union 
stands fo r a po licy o f “ no d is c r i­
m ination , because of race, color or 
creed”  is not enough in  these days. 
The union must, abandon th is  pas­
sive po licy and adopt a wore ac­
t ive policy to pain equal r ights  
fo r  ycqrocs in  indus try  and; on 
national defense w o rk  and in civile 
these, guarantees in  a l l  of its fu­
ture un ion contracts.

The UAW-CIO m ust now draw 
up an o ffic ia l union contract, to 
he presented to the Ford M otor 
Company, which w il l  include the 
basic demands of the men: col­
lective ba rga in ing procedure, 
shop steward system, a f la t  19c. 
hou rly  wage increase, sen io rity  
righ ts , abo lition  of the service de­
partm ent etc. The Ford workers 
w ant no weakening now. They 
w ant no cap itu la tion  to govern­
ment “ m ediators”  o r Defense Com­
m ission representatives.

Bethlehem Men 
Show The W ay!

And Everywhere Workers Are 
Showing They Understand This 

Is the Right Time to Strike
------------------------- AN EDITORIAL ------------------- -----------

M ilitan t strike action has brought victory to the workers 
at the huge Lackawanna plant of Bethlehem Steel. This vic­
tory is more than a local success, i t  is more than a new im­
petus lor the complete organization of the steel industry. It is 
a beacon-light, showing the way for the workers of the entire 
country. It shows that the workers, through m ilitant action, 
can defend their rights against the whole caboodle of bosses.

I his victory, as well as the Allis-Chalmers strike, the In­
ternational Harvester strike, and the many other battles now 
going on in the war industries, show that the workers have 
not been overly impressed by the patriotic ballyhoo of the 
bosses. These strikes show that millions o f workers have al­
ready grasped the fundamental idea that the government's 
war preparations are no reason why the workers should forego 
their right to strike to improve their conditions.

In fact, these strikes show that the workers understand 
that just now, in the war boom, is the moment to increase 
their union strength. When the factories are going fu ll blast, 
that’s the time. I f  the workers were to wait until war produc­
tion is over and the factories are closed for lack of orders, it 
would be too late then. When production slows down, that’s 
the time ihe bosses get in their dirtiest blows at the workers, 
jus t remember how they slashed wages to ribbons during 
1929-1933! Now, when the wheels are turning, is the time to 
organize and make demands on the bosses, to build the unions 
so strong that they w ill be able to stand up when war pro­
duction ends.

A ll this the workers understand, as their splendidly- 
fought strikes demonstrate. They understand it  fa r better 
than their “ leaders” , the trade union bureaucrats. The bureau­
crats w ill, on occasion, especially when the question is one of 
founding the union and getting the first contract (this was 
1 he case at Bethlehem), permit the workers to use the strike 
weapon; for the union officialdom desires to increase its rev­
enue and prestige. But in general the connection of the top 
union officials with the government (and through it w ith the 
bosses), and their desire to appear super-patriotic, makes 
them infinitely more cautious and less m ilitant than the rank 
and file.

^  ' t '  V

1 he strike activ ities of Ihe workers do not mean that they 
are opposed to the war eflorts of the Roosevelt administration.
I hat, unfortunately, is not the case. Fortunately, however, 
ihe workers who lavor Roosevelt’s war policies are at the same 
time sensible enough not to be taken in by the anti-strike 
ballyhoo which accompanies those war policies. Despite their 
support of Roosevelt’s war policies, these workers realize that 
they must take advantage of the present situation to strength­
en themselves in every way.

And the workers have a powerful example always in front 
of them: the bosses whose patriotism doesn’t in the least in- 
terfere with their determination to make huge profits.

Philip M urray last week pointed out these astounding 
figures; last year General Motors netted a profit of $977 per 
employe; American Telegraph and Telephone, $328 per em­
ploye; U. 8. Steel, $420 per employe;' DuPont, $2,220 per em­
ploye; General Electric, $826 per employe;. Standard Oil of 
New Jersey, 82,000 per employe. When workers thus see their 
bosses garnering hundreds and thousands of millions o f dol­
lars in profits, they feel perfectly justified in demanding an 
increase in wages and in striking for it.

In this situation the patriotic buncombe banded out by 
ihe bosses just doesn't register. I t ’s just absurd to have the 
boss tell the worker lie should be satisfied with patriotism, 
when the boss reserves to himself the right to make huge 
profits out of the war orders.

*  *  *

Nor have the workers been scared by the mounting 
threats of anti-strike legislation. Through Knudsen and 
Hillman, the White House offered the workers just two alter­
natives: either “ voluntarily” halt strikes, or face anti-strike 
legislation. Now Knudsen. immediately after the Bethlehem 
strike, has called for legislation to curb strikes. The fact that 
the workers refused to "vo lun ta rily ”  halt strikes is assurance 
that ihey w ill not back down under Knudsen's new threat. 
They see it as their plain duty to guard their interests first 
and last, against the bosses and against the bosses’ political 
agents.

There w ill be a great struggle necessary against anti­
strike legislation. But the m ilitancy displayed every day on 
the picket line by the workers shows that in all probability 
they w ill rise to flic necessary heights of struggle. As they 
arc boldly fighting the bosses in ihe factories, so they w ill 
firm ly beat o ff 1 he legislative attacks of flic bosses. American 
labor is on the toad of struggle for its rights, and w ill stay 
on that road. That is the meaning of the victory at Beth­
lehem.

TWO DAYS’ 
STRUGGLE 
DOES IT
Bethlehem's Myth 
Of Invincibility 
Is Gone Forever

BUFFALO, N. Y „ Feb. 2 8 -  
A ll the city cops, county depu­
ties, company thugs, scabs and 
strike-breakers that Bethlehem 
Steel was able to muster— and 
there were plenty of them— 
could not pull the trick. For 38 
hours they cracked their heads 
against a wall of steel-men 
bodies and fists, steel-men cour­
age and fighting solidarity. And 
in the end, Bethlehem Steel, for 
the first time in its fifty-odd 
years, had to give in to the 
workers.

Tonight the 13,000 workers 
of the Lackawanna plant here 
are speaking w ith a new tone 
of pride in their voices— a pride 
that is justified.

By their magnificent two-day 
battle along the three mile 
s tr ik e  fro n t of the huge ram b ling  
Lackawanna p lant, they have suc­
ceeded fo r the firs t tim e  in  h a lt­
ing  the. ha lf-cen tu ry tide  of Beth­
lehem Steel oppression, te rro rism  
and dom ination , and have started 
pushing th a t tide  backward.

In  two days these w orkers have 
smashed the m yth  of the compa­
ny ’s in v in c ib ility .  They have 
proved tha t Bethlehem Steel can 
he brought to heel. They have 
learned w hat is most, im p o rta n t of 
a ll, th a t in  th e ir  own organized 
streng th  exists the power to de­
feat any force w h ich the Beth­
lehem bosses can th ro w  against 
them.

A NATIO NAL INSPIRATION
Reports from, Bethlehem, Johns­

town, Sparrows P o in t, P otls tow n 
and every other tow n where the 
80,000 Bethlehem Steel w orkers 
arc being organized, te s tify  th a t 
the s tr ik e  has roused the B eth le­
hem w orkers  everywhere to a 
fig h tin g  p itch , hope and confi­
dence.

A nd in  a ll the towns o f L it t le  
Steel, th is  splendid s tr ik e  has 
served to rehew the fa ith  o f the  
w orkers in  the power of un ion­
ism. In  Youngstown, W e irton , Ga­
ry, the w orkers arc p repa ring  to 
take up from  where they le f t  o ff 
in  1937, and th is  tim e c a rry  on 
to v ic to ry .

WORKERS WON ALONE
Le t there he no m istake about 

it .  T h is  v ic to ry  was gained by 
the s tr ik in g  workers, and the w o r­
kers alone. Up to the la s t m inu te  
before the s tr ik e  began, the gov­
ernm ent o ffic ia ls, H illm a n  and 
Knudsen o f the OPM, f l ic  boss 

j press and the company manage- 
; m eut made desperate e ffo rts  to 
stop the s trike .

B u t i t  could not bo halted. By 
e igh t o ’clock o f last. Wednesday 
evening, —  one hour before the 
s tr ik e 'd e a d lin e  —  thousands o f 
w orkers had assembled a t the 
SWOO ha ll to organize p icke t 
squads and f ly in g  squadrons.

By nine o’clock, when the s tr ik e  
o ffic ia lly  began, 11,000 w orkers 
were already at the seven p lan t 
gates and p a tro llin g  the m iles of 
iro n  fence around the p lan t. They 
carried  defiant banners and signs: 
“ Bonuses fo r the Bosses— Bones 
fo r the W orkers.”  “ Grace Gets 
?125.000; How Much Do You 
Get?". “ SWOO Organizes W h ile  
Bethlehem Deputizes,”  am i a 
score of other slogans.

The toughest go ing of the firs t
(Continued on page 3)

Odell Waller Meeting



A W o rk e r 's  Le tte r  
A b o u t  L i fe  I n  A n  

A rm y  Camp

E d ito r :
The fo llo w in g  excerpts from  a 

le tte r  fro m  a w o rke r— no t a ra d ­
ica l— to one o f ou r comrades, 
about b is life  in Camp Shelby' 
m ay in te res t you.

*  S1.! *

They are p re tty  s tr ic t  ou t here. 
You have to salute the officers 
and obey them or else the guard 
house or cou rt m a rtia l. You m ust 
answer the o ffice r, “ Yes, s ir ” ; 
“ No, s ir ! ’. You are no longer a 
c itizen hu t a so ld ier w ith  a num ­
ber.

We have to  wake up a t 5:15, 
salute the f la g  a t 5:30. and eat 
a t G:00. We d r i l l  fro m  7:00 to 
11:30, eat a t noon, and w ork  
again fro m  1:00 to  4:30. W hen 
we d r i l l,  we ge t ten m inutes out

o f each hour to  smoke o r rest.
A f te r  ea ting  a t 5:30 the res t 

o f the evening is mine, bu t w ha t 
the he ll can you do -in the even­
ing when they won’t  le t you go 
cu t w ith o u t a pass. You are a p r i­
soner. They g ive  you a pass once 
a week. The rest o f the  week you 
can go to  a canteen and d rink ' 
beer. O r else you can go to  a 
show fo r  20c. You m ay also go 
to a recreation h a ll and lis ten  to  
music or w atch a boxing match.

We wash our own clothes or 
send them  to  a laund ry . M y la un ­
d ry  b i l l w i l l  be about $1.50 to  $2 
a m onth. T h a t’s a lo t o f money 
out o f $21.

The prices here are too high. 
1 he business men in  the towns 
around here t r y  to take the sold­
iers fo r  suckers.

I  w ent to  a P ro tes tan t church 
today, and I  had to  m arch and 
keep in  step. B oy! they sure do 
take you r lib e r ty  aw ay fro m  you 
out here. I  guess I  got to take i t  
and shu t up o r else.

Anti-Union Move 
At Morris Park 
Railway Shops
B y The Queens Correspondent
JA M A IC A , New Y ork C ity, 

M arch 3.— The management of 
the M orris  Park ra ilw a y  repa ir 
shops, a subsid iary of t lie  Penn­
sy lvan ia  R a ilroad Company, have 
launched a drive  to crush bona 
fide un ionism  among th e ir  em- \ 
p lcyes th rou gh  the re-estab lish- ! 
m ent o f a company union. James | 
M ills , son of the boss, who heads: 
the company union, is c ircu la tin g  I 
a pe tition  among the w orkers de­
m anding a new election to deter­
m ine w hat union sha ll represent 
the workers.

A t  present the workers are d i­
vided among t lie various A F L  
c ra ft unions which superseded the 
company and succeeded in  regain­
in g  the fo rm er wage level a fte r 
a ten per cent cut had been pu t 
in to  effect by the management. 
The c ra ft unions then gained an 
add itiona l five per cent increase.

Under the  old company union, 
sen io rity  r ig h ts  were fla g ra n tly  
vio lated by the company, there 
were no union meetings, no me­
d ia tio n  of grievances, and no w r i t ­
ten contract.

D IV ID E  A N D  R U L E
In  its  d rive  to revive the com­

pany un ion corpse, the manage­
m ent is a ttem p ting  to p it  one 
c ra ft against another. Passenger 
car rep a 'r men are e ithe r la id 
o ff or sh ifted  to repa ir of fre ig h t 
cars w h ich pays 78 cents an hour 
instead of 86 cents an hour a l­
though the w ork  is the same. The 
men m ust buy a new set of tools 
a t th e ir  own expense when they 
are put on fre ig h t cars. The com­
pany is now try in g  to place the 
fre ig h t car rep a ir men on sheet 
m etal w o rk  w h ich  should pay 86 
cents an hour. The company how-, 
ever would pay on ly the fre ig h t 
car rate of 78 cents. The senior­
i t y  r ig h ts  of the coach cleaners 
are likew ise vio lated.

The bureaucrats of the A F L  
have not made the slighest a t­
tem pt to organize a counter- cam­
paign to meet the th rea t of the 
bosses. A lthough the w orkers are 
in  d ire  need of at least a 15 per 
cent wage increase to meet the 
ris in g , cost o f liv in g , the A F L  bu 
reaucrats s im p ly  collect dues and 
m a in ta in  a discreet silence about 
the needs of the membership. U n: 
ion meetings are extrem ely ir re ­
gu lar. The present contracts do 
not include vacations w ith  pay. 
Some men have worked tw en ty  
years in  the shops w ith ou t a vaca­
tion . T iie  A F L  bureaucrats to ta lly  
d isregard the needs of the coach 
cleaners, who are the lowest cate­
gory in  t iie  shop.

Many of the workers are becom­
in g  aroused over t iie  danger of 
the boss d rive . They see c learly  
the necessity fo r defending what 
gains they have already secured 
and they are ready fo r a m il i­
ta n t program  of strugg le against 
the management.

Strike for Pensions 
For Lead-Poisoned 
Battery Workers

C L E V E L A N D — H o ld ing  ranks 
100% solid, w orkers a t the W il­
la rd  S torage B a tte ry  Co., o rgan ­
ized in  local No. 88 U A W , are 
s ta y in g  ou t u n t il the company 
agrees to  pension a t a liv in g  
wage the w orkers  who are perm ­
anen tly  incapacita ted by lead 
poisoning. The com pany has 
agreed to  o ther demands bu t 
w ants to  s ign these crippled- d y ­
in g  w orkers o f f  w ith  $30 a 
m onth, and the w orkers are 
fig h tin g  mad.

A t  one tim e, the w orkers  re ­
ceived wages o f f i f t y  c e n t s  
an hour average; o rgan iza tion  
go t them a substantia l boost o f 
around 50%.

B u t the w o rk  was k i l l in g  them. 
A  dozen men a t a tim e  were in 
the hospita l w ith  lead poisoning. 
The company doctor diagnosed 
these cases as rheum atism , s tom ­
ach ulcers, and an y th in g  bu t lead 
poisoning. Now the company 
agrees to  ge t a new doctor. B u t 
even then, the un ion is go ing to 
make a double check w ith  its  own 
doctor fro m  now on.

This company has cripp led and 
k ille d  scores o f w orkers by its  
fa ilu re  to  in s titu te  sa fe ty  meas­
ures, and then has cheated these 
w orkers and th e ir  fam ilies  out o f 
m any thousands o f do lla rs w o rth  
o f compensation. B u t th is  tim e, 
these w orkers mean business 
about lead po isoning, and the 
com pany is expected to  settle 
soon on the basis o f complete ac­
ceptance o f the w orkers demands.
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Allis-Chalmers Men On The March

Here are five thousand reasons w hy the A llis -C h a lm e rs  M an u fac tu ring  Co., M ilwaukee, Wis., 
d id n 't tu rn  a wheel in e ig h t weeks. S tr ik in g  m em bers o f Local 248, U n ited  A u to  W orkers  (C IO ),  
are shown before the p lan t on Feb. 24 g iv in g  th e  bosses some idea o f th e ir  un ited s treng th .

OPM Executive 
Found to Be on 
British Payroll

A no ther angle on “ w ork ing  
both sides o f the fence”  is re ­
vealed by the report tha t c o r­
pora tion  “ do lla r-a -y  ear-men,”  
assisting the O ffice o f P roduc­
tion  M anagement, are on the 
pa y ro ll o f the B r it is h  Purchas­
ing M ission at m onth ly  sa la r­
ies o f $2,000 or more each.

A  re p o rte r fo r  the D E ­
T R O IT  F R E E  PRESS broke 
the s to ry  d u rin g  a press con­
ference w ith  Roosevelt on Feb­
ru a ry  24.

One o f the  “ do lla r-a -ye a r”  
i assistants on the OPM, A . J. 
! B randt, has been named as 

one o f those under con tract 
w ith  the B r it is h  Purchasing 
M ission at a reported $2,000 
a m onth. H ig h  o ffic ia ls  o f the 
OPM revealed the fact when 
they stated th a t OPM D ire c t­
o r Knudsen has already asked 
B ran d t to  make an “ exp lana­
t io n ”  fo r  his dual employment. 
The ind iscre tions o f the sm all 
“ fa t  ca ls”  are m aking it  em­
barrass ing fo r  the b ig  “ fa t 
cats,”  like  Knudsen.

Connolly, ALP Candidate, Is 
Back On Ballot For Election
Crude Frameup by Democratic-Republican Majority of Bd of Elec. 
Is Too Raw to Stick and Judge Reinstates Only Labor Candidate

The removal from the ballot of Eugene P. Connolly, Ame­
rican Labor Party candidate, was reversed Monday by Supreme 
Court Justice Morris Eder.

The judge said that all necessary legal formalities had been 
complied with by the ALP in nominating Connolly, and that 
the Board of Elections had no basis for removing him.

In flagrant violation of labor’s right to representation on 
the ballot, the Board of Elections last Wednesday ruled the Ame­
rican Labor Party candidate, Connolly, o ff the ballot in the spe­
cial election in the 17th Congressional district of New York. The 
ruling was announced on February 26, the day following the 
deadline set for filing of independent nominating petitions.

Two motives were clearly apparent in this violation of dem­
ocratic rights. The Democratic machine wished to eliminate the
th rea t of a th ird  candidate, feel­
ing  tha t B aldw in, the Republican 
candidate, would have a better 
chance to w in  over Dean Alfange. 
w ith  Connolly on the ba llo t. But 
at least equally im portan t was 
the fear of these watch dogs of 
W a ll Street tha t Connolly, an in ­
dependent labor candidate ru n ­
n ing on an a n ti-w a r p la tfo rm , 
would c rys ta llize  the a n ti-w a r 
sen tim ent o f the workers.

The Board of E lections made its  
ru lin g  on a flim sy  techn ica lity . 
The r ig h t w ing  of the Am erican 
Labor P arty  wh ich supports A l­
fange, the war-m ongering Democ­
ra tic  candidate jo ined w ith  Tam ­
many in  contesting the nom ina­

tion  of Connolly by the Executive 
Committee of the New Y ork  Coun­
ty  ALP . They alleged technical 
irre g u la r itie s  at the m eeting 
which nom inated Connolly. T h e ir 
m a jo r po in t was tha t Connolly, 
who was cha irm an of the nom i­
na ting  m eeting o f the, executive 
com m ittee, was not lega lly  au thor­
ized to c e rtify  his own nom ina­
tion . Yet the law  requires the 
cha irm an of a nom ina ting  meet­
in g  to c e rt ify  the nom ination !

M eanwhile the w ith d ra w a l, in  
favo r o f the A LP  candidate, of 
A r th u r  Burch, candidate of the 
Socia list W orkers P -- tv ,  which 
was done upon ihe announcement

of the A LP  th a t i t  would run Con­
no lly, was w ide ly  discussed in  the 
New Y o rk  labor movement. The 
SWP program  of trade un ion con­
tro l o f m il ita ry  tra in in g , which 
the SWP is u rg in g  the Am erican 
Labor P a rty  to adopt as the real 
a lte rna tive  to the plans of the 
war mongers, found favor among 
m il ita n t  w orkers as against Con­
n o lly ’s pure ly  pacifist opposition 
to the Lease -Lend B ill.

PRESS D IS TO R TS  FA C TS
The W orld  Telegram published 

m isleading and w h o lly  incorrect 
statements such as: “ T ro lsky ite s  
Forget A ll About Assassination to 
Jo in  S ta lin is ts  B acking Connolly 
fo r House.”  T h is  s to ry  also false ly 
quoted A r th u r  B urch as having 
declared th a t "C onno lly  and the 
Am erican Labor P arty  are S ta lin ­
ists.”  T h is  headline in  the press 
was m ere ly a deliberate attem pt 
to smear Connolly as a S ta lin is t 
and to drag in  issues w h ich have 
absolutely no th ing to do w ith  the 
campaign.

Connolly stands in  the election 
an an independent, labor candi­
date opposed to the war-monger- 
in g  candidates who represent the 
S ix ty  Fam ilies. A  b ig  vote fo r  Con­
no lly  means encouragem ent fo r

the bu ild ing  o f a nation w ide in ­
dependent labor pa rty .

A L P  PRO G RAM  F A L S E
As fo r  Connolly’s p la tfo rm , it  

is pure ly  pacifis t and must he 
c ritic ized  in  the sharpest terms. 
Connolly on ly shouts against (he 
w a r w ith o u t m aking  the s ligh te s t 
attem pt to o ffe r a real a lte rna tive  
w h ich labor could fo llow  in  com­
ba tting  the w ar aims of the S ix ­
ty  Fam ilies. Our a lte rna tive  is 
the establishm ent of m il ita ry  
tra in in g  and officers tra in in g  
camps fo r w orkers a t government 
expense bu t under tire contro l of 
the trade, unions.

D u rin g  the campaign, tens of 
thousands of leafle ts have b°en 
d is tribu ted  by the Socialist W or 
kers P a rty  in  the 17tli Congress­
ional d is tr ic t, and th is  w o rk  is 
con tinu ing , w ith  house to house 
canvassing of the registered vot­
ers who signed the nom ina ting  
pe tition  fo r  A r th u r  Burch.

S T A L IN IS T  R E A C TIO N S
Comrades who cover the S ta lin ­

is t meetings w ith  lite ra tu re  re­
po rt in te res tin g  discussions w ith  
puzzled S ta lin is ts . “ How can you 
support. Connolly i f  you are coun­
te r-revo lu tionaries”  asked one per­
plexed S ta lin is t. A nother wonder­
ed how the T ro tsky is ts  “ could 
become progressives”  as indicated 
by th e ir  u rg in g  labor to support. 
Connolly. These are g lim m ers of 
ideas w h ich  can lead to deep re 
percussions among the S ta lin is t 
ranks. T ha t the d is tr ic t leaders 
understand th is  is proved by th e ir  
in tens ifica tion  of action against 
T ro tsky is ts  covering meetings. An 
in te resting  phenomenon: the rank 
and file rs  ta k in g  the lite ra tu re , 
engaging the T ro tsky is ts  in  con­
versations w h ile  they fo ld The 
M il i ta n t  up ca re fu lly  and th ru s t 
i t  in  an inside pocket; the lead­
ers t ry in g  to d rive  the T ro tsky ­
ists away.

The an ti-w a r ra lly  w h ich  was 
scheduled at the T ransport H a ll 
fo r Thursday March 6. was can­
celled by the managers of the ha ll, 
despite the fact tha t they had is ­
sued a signed contract. Since ne 
reason was given fo r th is  abrupt 
cancellation and since thousands 
o f leafle ts had been issued an­
nouncing th is  meeting, the SWP 
returned the cancellation to the 
T ransport W orkers Union, owners 
of the ha il, ask ing fo r reasons fo r 
the decision and fo r reconsidera­
tion . However, the Q u ill leader­
ship o f the union refused to re­
consider o r to give any reasons 
fo r th e ir  action.

R A LLY , GOES ON ,
A no ther ha il not fa r  from  the 

T ransport H a ll was rented and 
a new set o f leafle ts prin ted- fo r 
d is tr ibu tion , n o tify in g  the w o rk ­
ers in  the 17th Congressional d is­
t r ic t  o f the change in  address'for 
the an ti-w a r ra lly .

The new address was Galicia 
H a ll, 147 Columbus Ave. (between 
66th and 67th Streets). The tim e 
was the same —  Thursday, March 
6, 8 P. M. The lis t  o f speakers 
included A r th u r  Burch, F e lix  
M orrow, Lawrence P. T urne r, L y ­
dia Beidel, and Joseph Hansen.

* * *
(See ed ito ria l, “ We Choose 

Connolly,”  p. 6.)

The M ARXIST SCHOOL
Classes Begin Irv ing Plaza

Monday, March 24 Irv ing Place &  15 St., N. Y. C.
—

I. Permanent Revolution in American His­
tory— By W illiam  F. Warde.

A  study o f the development o f A m erican h is­
to ry  in  the l ig h t  o f the M a rx is t theory  o f pe rm ­
anent re vo lu tion ; sketch ing the  m ain causes and 
cha rac te ris tics ; consequences o f revo lu tiona ry  
movements; th e ir in te rn a l in ter-connections, in ­
te rna tiona l roots and m eaning; th e ir  rise  and fa ll.

1. Am erican and W orld  H is to ry .
2. The C olon ia l R evolt and the  C onstitu tion .
3. The Degeneration o f the  F ir s t  A m erican 

Revolution. The A u tocracy  o f the  Slave 
Pow er; the New R evo lu tionary  Forces.

4. The Second A m erican Revolu tion : The Role 
o f the In d u s tr ia l W orkers  d u rin g  the C iv il 
W ar.

5. The Dem ocratic D ic ta to rsh ip  o f the B ou r­
geoisie.

6. The Com ing Am erican Revolution.
Mondays— 7:10 to  8:40 P.M.— 6 Sessions $1.00

II. American Labor Movements— By Lydia 
Beidel.

A  study o f the princip les, com position, fun c ­
tion, and h is to ry  o f the various labor o rgan iza­
tions.

1. E a r ly  Stages o f Trade U n ion ism  in  the U.S.
2. K n ig h ts  o f Labor and the  M o lly  M aguires.
3. W estern Federation o f M iners and the 

I.W .W .
4. The Am erican Federation o f Labor.
5. The A .F .L .— C.I.O. S p lit  and the C.I.O.
6. General T rade U n ion Princip les.

M ondays— 8:50 to  10:20 P.M.— 6 Sessions $1.00

R E G IS T R A T IO N
R e g is tra tion  m ay be made a t the school office, 

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, every day (except Sunday) 
between 12 noon and 7 P.M., o r by m ail.

I I I .  The World at War— By Jack Weber.
T h is  course applies M a rx is t analysis— and

makes some pred ictions on th a t basis— to  the 
various aspects o f W orld  I I .

1. O':n the B r it is h  E m p ire  Survive? Im p e ria l­
ism and Colon ia l Revolt.

2. Japan and the U n ited  States: S trugg le  fo r  
Asia .

3. South A m erica : The Good N e ighbor Clench­
es the F is t.

4. I ta lia n  and German Fascism and the W ar.
5. The USSR and W ar. W h ich  Side S ta lin?
6. Im p e ria lis t W a r and the Class S trugg le . 

The W orkers and the W ar.
Wednesdays— 7:10 to  8:40— 6 sessions $1.00

IV. Trade Unionism and Politics— By Far­
rell Dobbs.

A n  analysis o f the cris is  now fac ing  the trade 
unions in  the  face o f W orld  W ar I I .  A  study of 
the da ily  problem s o f the  w orkers and the s tra t­
egy o f m il ita n t  leadership in  the s tru g g le  against 
the bosses.

1. The Inside S to ry  o f the A F L  sfnd CIO 
Bureaucracies.

2. M a rx is t S tra teg y  in  M ediation, A rb itra tio n  
and N ego tia tion  o f T rade U n ion  Contracts.

3. H ow  to Lead a M il ita n t  S trike .
4. The Role o f the Trade U nions in  the  Epoch 

o f W ars and Revolutions.
5. The Necessity fo r  the Trade U nions to  E n­

te r  P o litics .
6. M achine Control-— The Boss Mechanism fo r  

S te r iliz in g  O rganized Labor.
Wednesdays— 8:50 to  10:20— 6 sessions $1.00

A T T E N D A N C E
Those who do no t w ish  to  re g is te r fo r  a fu l l  

course m ay a ttend sing le  lectures. The charge 
fo r  s ing le  lectures w i l l  be tw e n ty -five  cents.

The LOS A N G E L E S  C IT IZ E N , 
A F L , reports  th a t labo r’s boy­
c o tt o f M on tgom ery-W ard in 
C a lifo rn ia  has forced th a t cor- 

I poration to close its  stores in 
j Oakland and San Pedro; union 
I teamsters are re fu s in g  to de live r 
consignm ents to the s t r u c k  
stores, and M -W  ou tle ts  in  many 
o ther C a lifo rn ia  towns w i l l  be 
forced to shu t down s h o rtly  un­
less the managem ent agrees to 
deal w ith  the R eta il C lerks and 
the B rotherhood o f Teamsters.

$  sj: *

BAGS & B A G G A G E  reports  
th a t the 9-day t r ia l  o f the 
$1,600.000 recovery s u it in s t itu t­
ed by 1.100 red cap members o f 
the U n ited  T ransp o rt Service 
Employees ended Janua ry  29th, 
w ith  Federal Judge S u llivan  
g ra n tin g  00 days fo r  f il in g  o f 
b rie fs  by both sides a fte r  which 
a decision w il l  be rendered. Red 
caps c la im  they have the money 
com ing to them fo r  unpaid wages. 
T h is  s u it is one o f a series the 
un ion w i l l  in s titu te , which w il l  
even tua lly  cover 75% o f the na­
t io n ’s red caps, and invo lve about 
$5,000.000.

F o r five days, a stream  o f 
union witnesses tes tified  they 
were coerced, in tim ida ted  and 
threatened by the ra ilroads  in to  
re p o rtin g  tips  equal to the m in ­
im um  wage requirem ent, w hether 
or not they ac tu a lly  received the 
tips.

*  *  *

The S H IP Y A R D  W O R KER fo r 
February 21st. reports how t lie 
CIO Shipyard W orkers Union suc­
cessfully blocked a move by the 
a d m in is tra tion  to freeze wages in  
the com m ercial shipyards iusl at 
a tin ie  when the union was nego­
t ia t in g  new pacts w ith  Bethlehem, 
w ith  M aryland Drydock and sev­
eral o ther corporations. Threat 
o f im m ediate s tr ik e  action forced 
Secretary of Navy K nox and Ad­
m ira l Land to back down.

* * *

The D u lu th  LA B O R  W O R LD  
te lls  o f the labo r p o lit ic a l cam­
paign to  be waged in  Superior, 
W isconsin, th is  sp ring . A  “ L a ­
bor’s Com m ittee fo r  Good Gov­
ernm ent”  has been set up by the 
F a rm er-L ab or Progressive Fed­
era tion  and representatives o f 
the S uperio r Federation o f Labor 
and the R a ilroad Brotherhoods. 
Labor candidates fo r  the c ity  
council include the cha irm an and 
leg is la tive  representa tive  o f the 
B rotherhood o f R a ilw ay  T ra in ­
men; a member o f the General 
D rive rs  U n ion ; a m em ber o f the 
R a ilw ay  Te legraphers; the sec­
re ta ry  o f t i l ;  Typos; the pres i­
dent o f the c ity  cen tra l labor 
body, etc. A ll the candidates fo r  
a ll posts are un ion members, in ­
c lud ing  one woman active in the 
ladies a u x ilia ry  o f the F irem en's 
Brotherhood. The p la tfo rm  is a 
b it  “ goo-goo” — good-governm ent 
re fo rm — c a llin g  fo r  “ genuine
economy and effic iency,”  etc. In  
add ition  i t  calls fo r  the paym ent 
o f un ion wages to c ity  em ploy-

eos; c ity  purchases o f union-made 
goods; no reduction o f teachers’ 
salaries.

The ca m p a i g n com m ittee 
states: “ A  g re a t preponderance 
o f the  people o f S uperior are 
w o rk ing  people. A  la rge m a jo r­
ity . in  fa c t,  are members o f o r­
ganized labo r ' o r dependent on 
wage-earners who belong to  o r ­
ganized labor. Hence, i f  we are 
to have m a jo r ity  ru le  and a gov­
ernm ent of, by and fo r  the people, 
i t  is f i t t in g  and proper th a t labor 
stand toge ther and e lect its  can­
didates. F u rth e r, our princip les 
and aim s are concisely expressed 
in the above p la tfo rm , which we 
th in k  is broad enough fo r  a ll 
classes to  accept.”

And th a t is ju s t the  troub le . 
The p la tfo rm  is NO T a labor 
p la tfo rm  bu t a c a p ita lis t re fo rm  
p la tfo n n . There is no th in g  in  the 
p la tfo rm  to insp ire  w orkers to  
p a rtic ip a te  ac tive ly  in the cam­
paign.

The S uperior experience is 
nevertheless a sym bol o f the 
g ro w in g  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f organ­
ized labo r AS LA B O R  in  po litics. 
M any m un ic ipa l labo r campaigns 
s im ila r  to  S uperio r’s w i l l  be con­
ducted th is  year.

*  «  *

The FA R E H S  U N IO N  H E R A LD  
reports tha t five thousand N o rth  
Dakota farm ers marched on the 
state cap ito l in  B ism arck Febru­
ary 3rd, to protest against the  
proposed amendment to the A n ti- 
Corporation F a rm in g  Law. The 
amendment would l i f t  the ban on 
corporation-owned fa rm in g  w h ich  
goes in to  effect in  1942. The mass 
protest was effective in  prevent­
ing repeal of the law. However, 
the H E R A LD  warns tha t the cor­
porations w i l l  now seek to delay 
th e 'b i l l  in  order to g ive tim e to 

I counter ,thc effect of the mass 
I march.

From  reports in  the H E R A LD , 
fa rm  leaders w i l l  support ths  
lease-lend b ill in  re tu rn  fo r  a p ro­
vis ion in  the b il l re q u irin g  Great 
B r ita in  to take her norm al 
am ount o f fa rm  commodities 
along w ith  such arm am ents as 
are given her. T h is  would mean 
th a t over a m illio n  bales of cot­
ton. several m illio n  bushels of 
wheat, much la rd  and other prod­
uce would be paid fo r  ou t Of the  
Treasury.

Thus W ashington and the farm  
leaders seek to bribe the farm ers 
to support w a r and d ic ta torsh ip .

*  *  *

The C LE V E LA N D  C A L L  TOST, 
colored paper, w rite s  e d ito r ia lly  
tha t “ M r. H illm a n  has been as 
s ilen t as death about the almost 
un iversa l d isc rim in a tio n  against 
Negroes (in  defense jo b s ).”

The POST cites m any instance* 
in  w h ich  state em ployment serv. 
ices advertise fo r  workers, always 
am ending i t  to  say ‘w h ite  W orkers  
on ly .’ T h is  is agreeable to  H i l l ­
man, apparently, as he lias not 
raised his p ip ing  voice in  protest.

A N O T H E R  W E E K  
OF B IG  R E S U LT S !

M ore than  S125 in  sub drive 
money came in  d u rin g  the past 
week: 106 subs, to ta llin g  257
points. T h is  is the g reatest num ­
ber o f po in ts  fo r  one week since 
the beg inn ing  o f the drive, b r in g ­
ing the p o in t to ta l to  date to  655. 
The complete tab u la tion  fo r  the 
week is as fo llow s :

T h is  Week T o ta l
Subs Pts Subs Pts

M innesota 65 175 162 348
New Y ork 6 9 27 48
D e tro it 4 12 20 47
Chicago 3 16 19 43
L. A . 3 4 13 27
Cleveland 4 10 12 25
Boston 3 3 17 23
Youngstown 2 5 13 20
F lin t 7- 12 10 15
N ew ark 0 0 10 14

Toledo ' 8 9 10 11
New Haven 1 2 7 9
A llen tow n 0 0 4 7
Paterson 0 0 2 4
M ilw aukee 0 0 1 4
P ittsb u rg h 0 0 2 2
Phila . 0 0 1 2
A lb an y 0 0 1 2
P lentywood 0 0 1 2
Kansas 0 0 1 2

Tota ls 106 157 333 655

CHICAG O  
S U B  S O C IA L

We reproduce below the le a fle t 
issued to contacts by the Chicago 
local- as a means o f pushing the 
sub drive  over the top. Chicago 
intends to  beat its  com petitors 
D e tro it, Boston and N ew ark—■ 
and c e rta in ly  shows them  how 
i t ’s done.

W rite to us—tell us whafs going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking aboutf—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—  

and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.



2nd Chicago 
Plant Shut 
Down Tight

CHICAGO. March 3— Mass 
picket lines around the huge 
McCormick plant of the Inter­
national Harvester Company 
today ensured that the plant 
would stay shut down until the 
6100 strikers vote to open it up 
again. The strike began Friday.

This strike brings the total 
of 11IC3 workers now out to 
over 14,000 in four plants, the 
two largest being in Chicago.

Six members of the Farm 
Equipment Workers Organ­
izing Committee (C IO ), which 
called the strike, were injured 
when a small group of 11011- 
union men who had remained 
in  the p lan t Saturday attacked 
them  -while they were try in g  to 
persuade non-strikers to leave the 
p lan t. The company stooges threw  
pieces o f steel a t the organizers, 
bu t were fin a lly  expelled from  the 
p lan t.

The company a t first made a 
th re a t to a ttem pt to continue op­
erations, b u t was forced by the 
effectiveness of the w a lkou t to an­
nounce th a t the p lan t would be 
closed u n t il fu r th e r notice "ou t 
o f consideration fo r those who 
m ig h t su ffe r from  CIO violence.”

COPS BACK D O W N
P rio r to  the fo rm a l closing of 

the  p lan t by the company, the 
Chicago police departm ent gave 
pub lic  backing to the company 
and announced the in te n tio n  of 
g iv in g  police escort to scabs and 
fu l l  aid to (lie company as a "tax  
payer en titled  to ns much pro­
tection as they require .”

FEWOC representatives ta lked 
cold term s to the police and com­
pany, in fo rm in g  them th a t the 
fee ling  among the s tr ike rs  was: 
"N o  IH C  employe sha ll pass 
th rough  the p icket line , and i f  
the police t r y  to break through, 
the CIO stands ready to call a 
'Chicago CIO H o liday ’ and have 
enough people in  fro n t of thé 
gates to see th a t we get a square 
deal.”

T h is  afternoon the s tr ike rs  e j ­
ected p icke t shacks before a ll the 
p lan t gates, prepara tory to m a in ­
ta in in g  a 24 hour guard on the 
p lan t. The m orale of the s trike rs  
is ve ry  h igh.

S E T T L E M E N T  TERM S
A  un ion statem ent to the press 

declared th a t the on ly  settlement 
w h ich  the un ion would accept 
would he on the basis of the o r i­
g ina l demands fo r  un ion recogni­
t io n , wage increases, sen io rity , 
etc.

■ W ord is being awaited here 
from  the com m ittee of local union 
representatives and members of 
the O rganizing Com m ittee who 
le ft  yesterday afternoon fo r Wash­
ing ton  fo r  negotiations w ith  the 
management and Departm ent of 
Labor officia ls.

The company is now a ttem pting  
the  stra tegy of t ry in g  to get the 
s tr ike rs  to go back to w o rk  pend­
in g  an N LR B  election. The s t r ik ­
ers are re fus ing  to do th is , recog­
n iz in g  th a t the company intends, 
once the men have returned to 
w ork, to use its  power to d isc ri­
m inate  against the most m ilita n t 
un ionists, te rro rize  the more t i ­
m id  w orkers and in fluence the 
vote, and to confuse the present 
clear-cut issue.

M eanwhile, the s tr ik e  of 6,500 
w orkers a t the tra c to r p lan t of 
IH C  here is s t i l l  ho ld ing  solid 
in  its  s ix th  week. The same is 
true  of the 1,200 s tr ike rs  who 
walked out two weeks ago at the 
Richm ond, Ind iana, p lan t, and of 
the 250 w orkers a t the Rock 
Falls, 111., w orks who went, out 
w ith  the tra c to r p lan t s trike rs .

C O M P A N Y ’S P R O FITS
The s tr ike rs  are more de term in­

ed than ever to s tick  to th e ir  de­
mands and score a v ic to ry  since 
the announcement of the IH C  
“ earn ings" fo r 1940, w h ich  trip led  
those of 1939. The net p ro fit of 
the IH C  bosses in  1940 was $28,- 
161,110 as compared w ith  a 1939 
p ro fit of $7,952,810 —  nearly  t r i ­
p le! IH C  was seventh on the lis t  
of the 25 firm s having the great­
est pro fits in  1940, and showed 
the largest, percentage of p ro fit In ­
crease of a ll these corporations, 
191.3%.

Labor’s Stake In  
Newark E lection
War Boom Brings Trade Union Struggles; 
Labor Must Also Fight Boss Parties

By GEORGE B R E IT M A N
(George B re itm an  is the Socia lis t W orkers P a r ty ’s candidate 

fo r  C ity  Commission in  the N ew ark, N . J. election.)
The war boom in northern New Jersey, which began just 

before the presidential election last November and has been 
growing stronger each month since then, has put tens ot thous­
ands of workers back to work and has just about exhausted the 
lists of skilled and semi-skilled labor in the area.

This boom lias not only provided tremendous profits to the 
losses, but it lias also, despite the bosses’ desires, been a shot in 
.he arm for the trade union movement, and has resulted in an 
ntensified organization of the heavy industries in the area, which 
nave received the bulk of the more than a billion dollars in gov­
ernment contracts so far awarded to the employers ol what can 
no longer properly be called "the Garden State.”

Workers are signing up in one factory after another, several 
m ilita n t s trikes led by the CIO 
have already taken place, and im ­
portant struggles are ju s t around 
the. bend in  several im portan t un­
ion situa tions.

A l l  th is  has shown th a t lire 
workers aro ready to figh t fo r  bet­
ter conditions, in  spite of the 
waves of propaganda fo r war and 
fo r a “ national u n ity ”  th a t w ill 
leave the w orkers helpless in  the 
g rip  of the bosses.

But the question is th is : W ill 
th is  revived s p ir it  o f w o rke rs ’ 
m ilita n c y  and confidence be con­
fined to the pure ly  trade union 
field in  th is  next period before 
the declaration o f war? W ill the 
workers continue to figh t th e ir  
enemies on the economic field at 
the same tim e th a t they leave 
th e ir  power untouched on the po l­
it ic a l field? Or w i l l  they log ica lly  
continue th e ir  strugg le against 
the bosses’ an ti-labor drive onto 
the electoral and p o litica l fron t, 
cha llenging the bosses’ power 
there too?

This question w i l l  be decided 
fo r the ric h  in d u s tr ia l area of 
no rth  Jersey in the course of the 

¡ cu rren t Newark C ity  Commission 
j campaign, the on ly im portan t elec­
tion  scheduled here between now 
and the o ffic ia l declaration of 
war.

The m ain functions of the C ity  
Commission are concerned w ith  
money —  w ith  ra is ing  it  by taxes 
and expending i t  fo r th ings like  
police and fire  contro l, re lie f. 
WPA, schools, hospitals, health 
care, housing, etc. The method of 
taxation, the emphasis on where 
the money is spent, and the po l­
icies pursued in  the various de­
partm ents combine to determ ine 
the character of the regime at C i­
ty  H a ll.

TW O  BOSS FA C TIO N S
There lias never been complete 

u n ity  among the big business in ­
terests of’ the c ity  over these 
questions. T h is  has been reflected 
in  t lie  fo rm ation  of two m ain  fac­
tions at C ity  H a ll and in  the old 
party  machines.

The elections in  1937, at a tim e 
when the labor movement was on 
the advance, gave a clear m a jo r­
ity  to the group headed by M ayor 
E llenstein, who called h im self 
head of N ew ark ’s New Deal.

T h is  group was composed of the 
re-elected members of the Com­
mission: E llenste in  h im self, a
shrewd independent Democrat 
supported by m any unions, La­
bor’s Non-Partisan League and 
(un o ffic ia lly ) by the S ta lin is ts , 
m a in ly  because o f his ’37 slogan, 
“ Keep Hague Out Of Newark C i­
ty  H a ll” ; Pearce ’F ra n k lin , Reg­
u la r Republican and self-advertis­
ed "Cham pion o f the U nde rp riv ­
ileged”  who made much of the 
fact tha t the re lie f and health 
adm in is tra tions are included in 
his departm ent: and M ichael D u f­
fy , a hab itua l d runken nonentity  
re-elected by his police and fire  
departm ent supporters.

The o ther tw o elected, who 
often combined to fo rm  a strange 
united fro n t against the predom­
in a n t machine, were V incen t J. 
M urphy and Joseph Byrne. M ur­
phy (who received the highest 
num ber o f votes and dis likes the 
E llenste in  group because by pre­
cedent he should have become 
M ayor) is the secretary-treasurer 
of the State Federation of Labor, 
and was elected w ith  the hack­
ing  of trade unions, LN P L, and 
the Com m unist Party . H is  cam­
paign lite ra tu re  pu t h im  forw ard 
as “ trade un ion is t, veteran, 
banker.”

Byrne, wealthy insurance com­

pany head, was the on ly m ail on 
his slate o f five candidates, called 
the “ C itizens’ T icke t,”  who m an­
aged to be elected. T h is  ticke t 
had been hand-picked by the Coun­
ty  Dem ocratic Committee and had 
(he hacking of M ayor F rank  Ha­
gue o f Jersey C ity.

B Y R N E ’S RECORD
A lthough the E llens te in  group 

had a definite m a jo rity , Byrne 
began to bu ild  his bridges fo r the 
1941 elections by p ick ing  as his 
centra l theme the ever-increasing 
tax ra te  (the $3.28 tax  rate of 
1933 had become $4.61 by 1938) 
and b u ild in g  h im se lf up as the 
friend  of “ the taxpayer.”

Upon the death of Commis­
sioner D u ffy , M urphy refused to 
vote fo r  any of E llens te in ’s nom­
inees to f i l l  the vacancy unless 
assured in  advance that he would 
get D u ffy ’s departm ent instead of 
his own unpopular finance depart­
ment (rea lly  p rinc ip led  " la b o r”  
p o lit ic s !) .  To t li is  day. in. spite 
of hundreds of ballots, no f ifth  
commissioner has been selected. 
The deadlock pe rm itted  Byrne ..to 
come to the fro n t, because fou r 
votes are needed fo r appropria ­
tions. H is course can he under­
stood by an account of a few of 
his acts.

As soon as he was elected, he 
fired a la rge num ber of scrub­
women who had been employed 
to clean C ity  H a ll, and increased 
the burden on those whom he 
kept. Money had to he saved fo r 
the taxpayer, he said. For a long 
tim e he refused to vote fo r  ap­
p ropria tions to fin ish the four 
sw im m ing  pools in  the ’ slum 
neighborhoods. He did not believe 
so much money should be 
“ wasted.”

In  1938 he refused to vote fo r 
appropria tions to continue the 
street repa ir projects w h ich  gave 
employment td about lO.OftO W PA 
workers. He agreed w ith  the re­
actionary Broad Street Associa­
tion , of w h ich  he is a member, 
and the Chamber of Commerce, 
th a t i t  cost too much, and re lie f 
would he cheaper. He indulged in  
the worst k in d  o f red-ba iting in 
re fus ing to lis ten to the protests 
o f the unem ployed. organizations 
against the m ounting  re lie f cuts.

To show his contem pt fo r  the 
labor movement, and his efficiency 
as a tax  rate cutter, he overrode 
the decisions of his fe llow  Com­
missioners on two im p o rtan t c ity  
contracts a few week ago. Bids 
had been made fo r some c ity  au­
tomobiles and fo r supp ly ing  m ilk  
fo r c ity  in s titu tion s . The lowest 
bidders fo r  each had been the 
Ford M otor Co. and the Newark 
M ilk  and Cream Co. The CIO pro­
tested the award of the contract 
to Ford because o f F ord ’s notorious 
an ti-labor activ ities , and the A F L  
objected to the m ilk  company be­
cause i t  had in te rfe red w ith  or- 
rrg a n iz a tio n  o f its  employees.

T lie  other three Commissioners, 
ears to t lie  ground and aware of 
the nearness of elections, refused 
to award the contracts to them. 
Whereupon Byrne, c la im ing  a law 
firm  had to ld h im  he had the 
a u th o rity  because the Departm ent 
of Central Purchase was in  his 
department, ignored the decision 
of the Commission and awarded 
the contracts on liis  own au thor­
ity .

A  bloc of the b ig  business 
groups now being form ed to w in  
the elections in  May has already 
selected Byrne as one of the two 
banner-bearers of an openly reac­
tion a ry  and anti-labor slate.

(N ext week: The other old 
party candidates).

(Continued from  page 1)
nigh’ l occurred ut t lie  s tr ip  m ill 
gate. The pickets here, .numbering 
about s ix  hundred s tr ike rs , s ta rt­
ed o ff peacefully persuading any­
body who drove up in cars not 
to enter the p lant. A t S:30 P. M. 
one scab, re fus ing to ha lt his ear. 
drove fu ll speed through the p ick ­
ets. knocking down and in ju r in g  
one worker.

A  couple o f mote scabs pulled 
the same tr ic k  in tlie  next hour. 
By th is  tim e the pickets became 
a b it peeved. T lie  next five scab 
cars were turned hack s lig h t­
ly  the worse fo r wear.

Thereafter, no ears got through 
the determ ined pickets a t the 
s tr ip  m ill.  Even a police squad car 
had to heed the in junc tion , “ keep 
going.”

At No. 1 gate, t lie  on ly entrance 
w ith in  the B u ffa lo  c ity  l im its — 
a ll others are in  Lackaw anna— a 
big detail of c ity  police was o r 
hand as expected, and there tlw  
scabs tr ied  to pu ll a fast one 
E very car w h ich  drove up con 
tained “ superintendents”  or “ as 
sistant superintendents,”  and 
were perm itted to pass the picket 
line. When the n in th  "asslstato* 
superintendent”  tr ied  to get 
through, the s tr ike rs  got tougher 
and lie was in form ed there were 
enough “ superintendents”  inside 
to run an em pty p lant.

COPS T A L K  B IG
When the Police Commissioner 

appeared and in form ed the pickets 
at the B u ffa lo  gate th a t the cops 
would l>e on hand in  the m orn­
ing  to escort scabs in to  the plant 
and he d idn ’t w ant any “ in te rfe r­
ence”  from  the s trike rs , he was 
to ld  in  b lun t and none too d e li­
cate words w hat the s trike rs  
thought about li is  threats.

A t  No. 3 gate, m atters were 
kept p re tty  w e ll under contro l by 
a big crowd o f husky workers. 
One fink  tr ie d  to d rive  through 
and was halted. He became a l i t ­
tle  insistent. Ro did the s trike rs . 
When he stepped on tlie  gas, his 
car wouldn't. budge. The rear 
wheels kept sp inn ing  around hut 
they were a foot o ff the ground.

A t 11 P. M., the sh ift tha t had 
been on the job  at the tim e the 
s tr ik e  was called, came out. Ma­
ny of th is  shift, had already walk-

Carnegie Steel Workers Are On The Go Too

Members of the Steel Workers Organizing Committee (C IO ) are seen here as, last week, they 
halted all cars attempting to enter the gates of th e  Carnegie Illinois Steel Corp. plant in Gary, 
Ind.. and demanded the showing of a paid-up union tard  from every worker.

ed out of tlie  p lant when the s tr ike  
dead-line arrived.

By m idn igh t, quiet fe ll over ev­
ery gate.

The company also made an a t­
tem pt to ship strike-breakers in to  
the p lan t on box-cars over a r a i l­
road ad jo in ing  the s tr ip  m ill.  A 
h a ll of furnace coal suddenly fe ll 
over the box-ear and th a t b rie f 
t r ic k  was abandoned. S trike rs  
spoke to the ra ilroa d  workers, 
and were promised that the r a i l­
road men would refuse to haul 
any scabs. That promise was kept.

Company police, re inforced to 
tlie  number of several hundred, 
were on hand through the n igh t. 
They were lined three deep be­
h ind tlie  p lant gates, but at po 
tim e did they dare to venture 
fo rth .

The p icket lines were bolstered 
.h i'iw o rke rs  from  other plants.. A

number of Republic Steel w o rk ­
ers jo ined the lines in token of 
support and so lid a rity . Members 
of 65 other CIO locals were also 
on hand to back up the Lacka­
wanna workers, as well as many 
A F L  members.

T lie  s tr ik e  had scarcely been 
under way the f irs t evening, 
when the company issued the 
usual statem ent about the s tr ike  
being a “ d ism al fa ilu re .”  T h is  
was announced to the pickets and 
brought fo r th  resounding jeers. A  
survey o f the p lan t showed that 
of the p lan t’s 30 open hearth fu r ­
naces on ly one was in  operation.

By Thursday the company aban­
doned any rea l a ttem pt to rush 

j scabs through the gates on the 
I Lackawanna side of the plant.

But a t the. Buffa lo  gate, it  was 
a  d iffe re n t s tory. There the B u f-

Flint Fisher Body Fight 
On Suspensions Still On
Fisher Local 518 Members Feel That Only the Union 
Should Have the Power to Discipline Its Members

FLIN T , Mich., Feb. 28— Eighty-two trim  shop workers at 
Fisher No. 1 auto body plant here, who were summarily dis­
charged by the management February 12 for participating in an 
“ unauthorized walkout,”  were still without jobs today as nego­
tiations between (lie management and union representatives 
failed to get results.

The “ unauthorized”  action was the result of a long cam­
paign of provocation by the company, culminating in tne sus­
pension of a man for allegedly shooting rubber bands around the 
department, and in a protest walkout by approximately one 
hundred men.

The General Motors Corporation has been fighting an un­
relenting war in all body plants against standards in the trim  
shops. The speed of an en tire  bo­
dy p lan t depends in  large meas­
ure upon the speed of the tr im  
shop. In  F lin t  the t r im  shop stand­
ards, gained a fte r long years of 
struggle, are the best in  GM. N a t­
u ra lly  the company centers its  a t­
tack here, where i t  must break 
down organization in  order to 
speed up the body plants na tion ­
a lly .

T ha t th is  w ar on the t r im  shop 
standards is not local, is evidenc­
ed by the fact th a t in  Lansing 
a speedup campaign resulted last 
week in  the discharge of nine 
t r im  shop w orkers who refused 
to be in tim ida ted  in to  speeding up 
the line.

A C O M P A N Y  W E A P O N
As a m a jo r weapon in  th is  figh t 

to destroy standards, the General 
M otors corpora tion is using the 
infam ous le tte r recently sent to 
the company by the In te rn a tion a l 
Executive Board o f the UWA-CIO. 
w h ich  f la t ly  states the un ion w i l l  
g ive no pro tection  to men in v o lv ­
ed in  "unauthorized walkouts.”

I t  is very simple, then, armed 
w ith  th is  weapon, fo r the com­
pany to send in  its  agents and 
provocateurs, h a rry  the men, in ­
sist on speedups, suspend in d iv id ­
uals here and there, and fina lly  
exhaust the patience of tlie  men 
u n t il they are provoked in to  some 
k ind  o f action. T h is  is exactly 
w h a t happened a t F ishe r Body 
No. 1 in F lin t  on F eb ru a ry  12.

The action o f R. J. Thomas,

UAW  President, im m edia te ly  fo l­
low ing  the o u trig h t discharge of 
the 82 men, was typ ica l of the 
whole board’s po licy o f v icious 
repression of m ilitancy . Thomas 
gave a statem ent to the press, 
w h ich he subsequently broadcast 
pu b lic ly  on the rad io  in  F lin t,  
condemning the w a lkou t in  the 
F isher t r im  shop, po in tin g  out 
tha t in  such cases i t  is t lie  “ union 
po licy to replace tlie  w orkers in ­
volved by new w orkers”  and w a rn ­
ing  th a t i f  the F isher Local No. 
581 leadership did not agree to 
th is, i t  would be necessary to " re ­
place the executive board”  of the 
local union.

In  p la in  Eng lish, Thomas told 
the company tha t he had no desire 
to figh t fo r the re instatem ent of 
the 82 men. The company mag­
nanim ously announced tha t the 
82 men could apply fo r re-employ­
ment in  two weeks and would he 
reh ired "w ith o u t sen io rity .”  Some 
of these men have twelve or more 
years of sen io rity  r ig h ts .

T h is  is w lia t Thomas did pub­
lic ly , before nonsuiting w ith  the 
local officers of Local 581. How ­
ever, in  mass meetings o f the 
F isher workers in  F lin t  he did 
not dare to take such àn ou trigh t 
pro-company stand. Here he pro­
mised to figh t fo r the sen io rity  
r ig h ts  of the 82 men. although 
he believed the men were g u ilty  
of a v io la tio n  of the union consti­
tu tio n  and the contract and there­
fore ought to be disciplined.

Members of Local 581 did not 
disagree w ith  Thomas on th is  
point. They agreed tha t tlie  action 
o f the men in  t ile  t r im  shop in  
engaging in an unauthorized w a lk ­
out was undiscip lined. B u t they 
insisted tha t any d isc ip line  should 
he the job of the union, not of t lie  
employer.

The local un ion is determ ined 
to save these men th e ir  sen io rity  
righ ts . I t  is not known to th is  
reporter, na tu ra lly , ju s t how 
strenuously Thomas fought fo r 
these men in  negotiations. I t  is 
certa in  tha t he w i l l  find i t  d iff ic u lt  
to get the local union to make a set­
tlem ent on these cases w h ich  de­
prives 82 men o f a ll sen io rity  and 
thereby p ra c tica lly  condemns 
them to death in  the indus try .

That Thomas h im se lf realizes 
th is  is evidenced by the fact tha t 
he did state, a fte r t lie  F isher 
mass meetings, tha t he thought 
the company d isc lip in a ry  measure 
was m uch too severe.

I t  is s t i l l  to he seen w hat the 
fina l resu lts w i l l  be. One th in g  is 
sure: the in fam ous le tte r  to GM 
is a dangerous weapon in company 
hands to chop o ff the heads of 
un ion men whom the company 
provokes in to  “ w ildca t”  actions.
1 Secondly, the In te rn a tion a l 
Board cannot stop unauthorized 
actions by police methods in  con­
ju nc tion  w ith  the company. To 
stop unauthorized action, i t  is 
f irs t necessary to take a m ilita n t 
stand on a national basis against 
the corporation 's campaign to 
speed up the body shops and a ll 
p lants where the union has estab­
l is h e d  good conditions. A n organ­
ized strugg le to defend standards 
is the best w ay to p u t an end 
to w ildca t action . . . fo r i t  would 
get at the root cause.

L ike  a ll bureaucrats, Thomas 
and Reuther do not understand 
th is. They resort to police m eth­
ods, the axe, and end up in  the 
camp of the company.

falo police were out in  fu l l  force 
on Thursday m orn ing.

T H E  BIG  TE S T
E ve ry th in g  w ent along peace­

fu lly  u n t il about 11 A. M. Several 
hundred pickets were on hand to 
meet tlie  s itua tion . About a hun­
dred police began to try  to open 
a lane through the p icket line  to 
enable scab cars to go through.

From  then on there was an a l­
most continuous battle. The s t r ik ­
ers surged around every car tha t 
attem pted to get th rough  and 
blocked the path w ith  th e ir  bo­
dies. The police p iled around the 
scab cars, w ie ld in g  th e ir  clubs, 
rough-housing the pickets.

T lie  s tr ike rs  refused to yie ld 
ground. More and more pickets 
rushed on the scene. S ix mounted 
police tr ie d  to break a way 
through (lie  res is ting  pickets. 
W hile  a few cars d id  manage to 
get through , i t  was on ly a fte r a 
h itte r  struggle.

Police re inforcem ents were, sent 
to t lie  scene but these could not 
overbalance the g row ing  force of 
pickets. By late afternoon, the 
cops were p len ty  w orn  out, and 
ge tting  scabs through the figh ting  
pickets was slow w ork. You gain 
a lo t more endurance hand ling  
steel 10 hours a day Ilian  you do 
w a lk in g  a beat.

The police attempted to use 
tear-gas at one po in t in  t lie  s k irm ­
ish ing  —  a fact w h ich  the press 
concealed —  but cops and s t r ik ­
ers-w ere  so tangled up th rough­
out the afternoon tha t the cops 
had to give th is  up.

M A Y O R  CO NCEDES D E F E A T
Chief v ic tim s  of tlie  b a ttlin g  at 

t lie  B u ffa lo  gate were two cops. 
One of the v ic tim s  got tangled up 
in  tlie  legs of a horse, and one 
got tangled up w ith  a group of 
s tr ike rs . The la tte r  lost li is  pants 
and blouse.

In  the ea rly  evening. Mayor 
H u llin g  called qu its  to any fu r th ­
er e ffo rts  to t r y  to pierce the w a ll 
o f s tr ike rs  a t t lie  B u ffa lo  gate. 
He issued an “ emergency procla­
m a tion ”  c losing o ff a ll approaches 
to the No. 1 gate.

A t the s tr ip  m il l gate, where 
the biggest ba ttle  had occurred' 
Wednesday n igh t, a great crowd 
o f pickets were on hand through 
the day. One car managed to break 
through d u rin g  the day, at the cost 
of a ll its  windows.

A t several of the gates, and at 
the new bar m il l located in  the 
Town of Ham burg at the western­
most p a rt of the plant., when scab 
cars drove up they found a solid 
w a ll of s tr ik e rs ’ cars lined up 
across the entrances, bumper to 
bumper.

W hen n igh t a rrived, E ntw is le . 
the company manager, sent a tele­
gram to Governor Lehm an ask­
ing  fo r state troops to be sent? 
T h is was an open admission tha t 
the s tr ike  was successful, and tha t 
his statem ent of t lie  previous 
n igh t tha t on ly  "69”  men had 
q u it the n ig h t s h ift  was a lie.

Throughout t lie  course of the 
n igh t, the pickets m aintained 
th e ir  v ig il in  sh ifts . There were 
few fu rth e r a ttem pts to get scabs 
through. The pickets stood around 
camp fires and big  metal drums 
fu ll of bu rn ing  coal and wood to 
keep warm.

T h is  m orn ing, thousands of 
cheering s tr ike rs  greeted the news 
tha t Eugene Grace had been com­

pelled to do w hat Bethlehem 
Steel had never ’done before in  
its  h is to ry . Grnee had agreed to 
re instate the 1,000 w orkers  who 
had been issued “ inde fin ite  sus­
pensions,”  the im m ediate cause of 
the s tr ik e : and to meet w ith  the 
un ion commit lee. — som ething 
which company o ffic ia ls  had re­
peatedly declared they would nev­
er do, - to negotiate and settle 
grievances.

By unanim ous r is in g  vote, the 
s tr ik e rs  accepted the term s o f­
fered. They listened to the 
speeches of the various un ion lead­
ers and then lined  up in  thou­
sands to m arch th ro u g h  the 
streets in  a ju b ila n t, cheering, 
s in g in g  v ic to ry  parade.

S T R IK E  B A CKG RO UN D
T his s tr ik e  had been brew ing 

fo r many months. W ith  t lie  w o rk  
p ilin g , up on the $1.500,000,000 
w ar orders w h ich  Bethlehem 
Steel holds, the tension and speed­
up in  the p lan t had been d r iv in g  
the workers int,o a frenzy.

For several weeks p r io r  to the 
s trike , there had been a num ber 
o f short stoppages in  various de­
partm ents. the ch ie f stoppages be­
ing  pulled by tlie  w orkers in  the 
coke oven department.

L a s t . week, the company fired 
150 coke-oven workers. W hen the 
un ion demanded th e ir  re-instate­
ment. the management a rrogant­
ly  la id  o f f  500 more. Last F r id a y  
n ig h t the union began to take a 
s tr ik e  vote, and a fte r 60 hours 
of b a llo ting  the w orkers had v o t­
ed by 6 to 1 m a jo r ity  fo r  s trike .

T lie  company issued provocative 
statements, cha rg ing  the fired 
w orkers w ith  sabotage and des­
tru c tio n  of company property. 500 
more w orkers were la id  off.

On Tuesday, a mass m eeting of 
the Lackawanna w orkers issued 
an u ltim a tu m  fo r the re instate­
ment of the discharged w orkers 
and set a s tr ik e  dead-line fo r  9 
P. M. Wednesday.

H IL L M A N  B U TTS  IN
The governm ent, appealing to 

the s tr ike rs  on the issue of "na- 
tiona l defense,”  tr ie d  fra n tic a lly  
to prevent the s trike .

In  add ition  to the two demands 
which the s tr ike rs  won. they had 
o r ig in a lly  demanded th e  ho ld ing 
of an N LR B  election and a 25 
per cent pay increase.

Tim  proposals made by the 
OPM. w h ich  were the basis o f the 
s tr ik e  settlem ent, ignored the 
question o f wages altogether, and 
m ere ly gave lip  service to the 
question of the N LR B  election.

P IC K E T -L IN E  M A J O R IT Y
T h is  s tr ik e  proved th a t t lie  

RWOC represents the m a jo r ity  of 
tho Lackawanna w orkers and is 
en titled  to sole ba rga in ing r ig h ts  
under the law. In  the fina l agree­
m ent of the company, th is  ques­
tion  was com pletely ignored, and 
i t  was obvious to the s tr ike rs  th a t 
the company intends to avoid 
such an election by every means 
i t  can.

Nevertheless, the s tr ik e rs  ac­
cepted the lim ite d  term s offered, 
know ing tha t the most im portan t 
po in t had been won. Bethlehem 
Steel had been forced to back 
down to the w orkers and adm it 
th e ir  power.

F rom  t l i is  po in t on, the w o rk ­
ers know th a t the job is to go 
back in to  the p lant, re in force 
th e ir  organ ization and prepare foy 
any fu tu re  developments. In  addi­
tion, th is  s tr ik e  has given heart 
and courage to  the workers 
th roughout the en tire  Bethlehem 
Steel Company. N ext tim e, the 
workers are saying, when we go 
out, we are go ing out 80,000 
strong.

NEG RO ES IN  F R O N T
Among the s trike rs , no group 

played a more commendable role 
than the Negro workers. The low ­
est paid, and most oppressed o f 
the Bethlehem workers, the Negro 
w orkers gave an unexampled de­
m onstra tion of un ion courage and 
figh ting  qualities. Negro w orkers 
were in t lie  fo re fro n t of every bat­
tle on the p icke t lines

A lm ost every n a tio n a lity  was 
represented on tlie  p icket lines. 
Polish. Ita lia n . Ir is h , H ungarian, 
German, Scandinavian, s t o o d  
shoulder to shoulder.

A  group of 700 construction 
workers from  Local 210 o f the 
A F L  B rick layers , employed in  the 
new coke ba tte ry  of the plant, 
when they a rrived  fo r w ork  
Thursday m orn ing  and found tho 
s tr ike  on, jo ined tlie  p icket lino  
w ith o u t w a itin g  even fo r fo rm a l 
au thoriza tion  from  the union.

T h is  s tr ik e  m arks ju s t the suc­
cessful beginning  of the struggle 
to w in  union recogn ition  and a 
un ion contract in Bethlehem Steel.

Harvester Strike Spreads 
To The Fourth Plant

Bethlehem Strike Victorious



M EXICO  C IT Y — At an ever increasing tempo, the Stalin­
ist machine is mobilizing its forces in aid ot the GPU Colonel, 
Siqueiros, who led the first attempt to k ill Leon I rotsky on May 
24th of last year— an attempt in which he murdered Sheldon 
Harte.

As was explained in the M l LI I AN 1 two weeks ago, the first 
step of the Stalinists was to gather petitions expressing sympathy 
and asking for “ justice” for the GPU murderer. Thus there ap-
peared in EL POPULAR a st 
intellectuals.'’

The second step followed c 
appeared, again i:i E L  P O P U ­
LA R , a reso lu tion passed by the 
Congress o f the CTM, now' in ses­
sion, ask ing fo r  the lib e rty  of 
S iqueiros. “ The Congress is also 
in  fa v o r o f lib e r ty  fo r  the revo­
lu tio n a ry  pa in te r, David A lfa ro  
S iqueiros, and w il l  take the cor­
responding- steps in  the case.”  
Siqueiro-s is not on ly a “ g reat 
a r t is t ”  but also a “ revo lu tiona ry  
p a in te r.”

A s usual the S ta lin is ts  fo rg e t 
q u ick ly  and hope th a t others w i l l  
dev the same. On M ay 25, 1940. 
the day fo llo w in g  the crim e of 
S iqueiros, when the S ta lin is ts  
were on the defensive, E L  POP­
U L A R , (o ff ic ia l organ o f the 
CTM . contro lled by Toiedano), 
addressed the P resident o f M ex­
ico as fo llow s : “ We ask th a t when 
th e  g u ilty  persons arc discovered 
and th e ir  m otives c la rified , th a t 
the  most energetic punishm ent be 
dea lt ou t, regardless o f th e ir  
background, th e ir p o lit ic a l a f f i l ia ­
tion- the p o lit ic a l group to  which 
they belong, the fo re ig n  power 
th a t they serve o r -the band o f 
spies o f w h ich they fo rm  p a r t.”

A nd  now. the burocra ts o f the 
same organ iza tion  ask the lib e rty  
o f the g u ilty  GPU agent, and

atemenl signed by “ qrtists and

losely on the first. Today there
prom ise to take steps to obtain 
th is  lib e r ty !  Toiedano and the, 
S ta lin is t scoundrels who fo rm  
his machine in the  CTM, have be­
come so- cynical tow ard the w o rk ­
ers o f M exico and o f the w o rk ­
ers’ movement in general, th a t 
they  do no t hesitate to place th e ir  
stam p o f approval, openly and 
brazenly, on the w o rk  o f S ta lin 's  
h ired  m urderers.

L e t us reca ll the words o f the 
C.P, its e lf  when i t  characterized ! 
those who pa rtic ip a ted  in the as­
sau lt as “  . . .  uncontro llab le  ele­
ments and agents provocateurs; 
th a t an act such as th a t carried  
out aga inst T ro ts k y ’s house, con- 
t ia r y  to the genuine fo rm s  o f  
p ro le ta rian  combat, has no th ing  
to do w ith  us.”  (P O P U LA R , M ay , 
21, 1940). Siqueiros h im se lf is , 
described in  th e ir  p r e s s  as j 
“ . . . A l f a r o  S iqueiros, un con tro l­
lable elem ent who is considered 
h a lf  crazy.”  (L A  VOZ DE M E X ­
ICO. June 19. 1940).

B u t those days are past. The 
unsuccessful a ttem p t o f S iqueiros 
was fo llowed by a successful one. 
A ll tha t rem ains to be done w ith  
the “ T ro ts k y  Case,”  the S ta lin ­
ists feel, is to libe ra te  his m u rd ­
erers and proceed to the next job.

By F E L IX  M ORROW
The laiest news from  H o lland and Norway leaves no room 

fo r doubt: H it le r ’s grand plan fo r ru lin g  Europe has already 
broken down. The d irect collis ions w h ich have now taken place 
in those countries between the w o rk in g  class and the Nazi forces 
are w h a t H it le r  sought to avoid by plans worked out in g reat 
de ta il long before the occupation of those countries.

I t  should be noted tha t a ll news dispatches from  Holland 
and Norway pass through the German censors, and are like ly , 
therefore, to g rea tly  m in im ize ra the r than exaggerate the colli- 
s oils which are tak ing  place. Even more sign ificant, perhaps, 
than any details, is the a ttem pt of a German spokesman, last 
Thursday, to blame “ B ritish  agents landed by parachutes or speed- 
1,oats“  fo r the wave o f s trikes in Holland. M atters must be 
extrem ely serious when the Nazis ( like  a ll cap ita lis ts  in  clashes 
w ith  the workers) resort to exp la in ing  them away by blam ing 
“ outside ag ita to rs ” !

H it le r 's  O r ig in a l  P lan f o r  E urope
To understand th e * 1 dynamics of tlie  European s itua tion  at a ll, 

i l  is necessary to understand tha t i t  was not by force of arms 
alone tha t H it le r  had hoped to ru le  the continent. H it le r  knew 
better than tha t. Ho .knew w hat disaster had met the attem pts 
o f the German im peria l arm ies in  the last war, when they a t­
tempted to secure production from  the workers in occupied coun­
tr ie s ’ at the po in t of t lie  bayonet. H it le r  knew how that method 
of production had fa iled in  occupied Belgium  and French t.erri 
to ry ; above all. lie knew how it  had destroyed the morale of the 
German troops in  the U kra ine  in 1918. Troops surrounded by 
a un ive rsa lly  hostile population in ev ita b ly  succumb to revo lu tion ­
ary  propaganda.

Hence H itle r  sought to avoid the erro rs of 1911-1918. This 
tim e  there would be no arrogant officers who would antagonize 
the population of the occupied te rrito rie s . Nor would the German 
arm ies set up m il ita ry  title . The necessary concessions would 
be made in  order to find a wide s tra tu m  in the occupied lands th a t 
would come to amicable term s w ith  Germany and govern us 
“ independent" nations.

Above a ll in  Norway and Holland Ib is  plan was attempted. 
The occupying troops carried e x p lic it— prin ted— instructions 
s t r ic t ly  govern ing  th e ir  contacts w ith  the subjugated peoples. 
There were dem onstrative punishments- inc lud ing  some execu­
tions— carried out on troops who were charged w ith  not m ain­
ta in in g  a correct a ttitud e  toward the Norwegian, Dutch and 
French people. The Nazis sought to prove that the standard of

liv in g  in Norway and H o lland remained higher than in  Germany 
—th is  as a proof tha t the occupied countries were not being 
ru th less ly  stripped by the conqueror. The occupying forces, i t  
was insisted, would not in te rfe re  w ith  the na tive  government, 
both national and m unicipa l, or w ith  the courts, the press, etc. 
By and large, the Nazi leadership made no great b lunders; every­
th in g  they could do to carry out th e ir  plan, they did.

H i t le r s  P lan  Proves Im poss ib le
I t  turned out, however, th a t w hat H it le r  considered to be 

the “ e rro rs”  of 1914-18 were not erro rs at a ll. but basic aspects 
of thp re la tion between conqueror and tlie  subjugated peoples. 
It proved impossible to find tlie  s tra ta  of collaborators tha t H itle r  
was seeking. .

In  Norway, the Nazis were qu ick ly  compelled to resort to 
the rid icu lous expedient of the puppet governm ent of Q u is ling ’s 
fascists, representing nobody except tlie  German troops. In  H o l­
land, the firs t attem pts to use tlie  “ freedom " perm itted Die courts 
and the m un ic ipa l governments led to th e ir  liq u id a tio n ; and 
now the German commander-in-chief in  H o lland has declared 
m a rtia l law  over N o rth  Holland, inc lud ing  Am sterdam , and over 
Rotterdam . T lie  semblance of any autonomous governm ent is 
thus ended in  Holland, too.

In  Norway, fo r a sho rt tim e, thanks to tlie  inva luab le aid 
of tlie  S ta lin is ts , the Nazis were able to say tha t they had not 
touched the labo r movement, The S ta lin is ts  denounced the o ffic ia l 
trade un ion leadership fo r “ flee ing," took over the offices of the 
trade unions, continued to publish th e ir  da ily  paper, and sought 
a modus vivendi w ith  the Nazi invaders. This, however, lasted 
but a few months, at tlie  end of which the Nazis outlawed the 
Communist Party, seized and executed o r im prisoned its  leaders 
(who bad been ordered (o stay in public by the C om in te rn !. The 
rid icu lous attem pt of the Q uisliug ites to take over the offices of 
the unions and run  them has now been answered by rio ts, m urders 
of Q u is ling  offic ia ls, and a complete defiance of the puppet gov­
ernm ent by the o ffic ia l trade union leadership of Norway.

In  Holland, likew ise, the semblance o f collabora tion between 
tlie  trade union leaders and the Nazis qu ick ly  collapsed. The 
Nazis moved th e ir  na tive agents in to  the trade union offices, but 
to no effect. T lie  great wave of s trikes last week demonstrated 
the impotence of the native Nazi agents. Not they but bayonets 
f ina lly  drove the workers back to w ork under th rea t of fifteen 
years’ im prisonm ent or the death penalty fo r those who continued 
to s trike .

In a word, the Nazi ru le  in  Holland and Norway lias been

The Negro And The U. S. Army
He W ent To W ar For "Democracy" In 1917— And Was Treated Like A  Slave

By E U G E N E  V A R L IN
The 92nd D iv is ion included, the m a jo rity  of 

the Negro combat troops in  1 f) 17. Ballou was 
its  com m anding general. F rom  tlie  very begin­
n ing  lie antagonized the Negro soldiers. When 
a colored sergeant entered a theater near the 
tra in in g  camp, lie was fold to sit in  a section 
reserved fo r Negroes. The sergeant protested. 
T h is  was the occasion fo r General B a llou ’s no t­
orious Order No. 35 issued on March 28. 1918. 
The Order read as fo llow s: -

“ . . .T h e  Division Commander has repeatedly 
urged that all colored members of his command, 
and especially the officers and non-commissioned 
officers, should refrain  from going where their 
presence will be resented. In spite of this injunc­
tion, one of the sergeants of the Medical Depart­
ment has recently precipitated file precise (rouble 
that should he avoided . . .  This sergeant entered 
a theater, as he undoubtedly had a legal right to 
do. and precipitated trouble by making it. pos­
sible to allege race discrimination in the seat he 
was given, lie  is strictly within his legal rights 
. . .a n d  the theater manager is legally wrong. 
Nevertheless, the sergeant is guilty of the 
G R E A TE R  wrong in doing A N Y T H IN G  NO  
M A T T E R  HO W  L E G A LL Y  CORRECT, that will 
provoke race riots . . .  W H IT E  M E N  M A D E  T H E  
D IV IS IO N  A N D  T H E Y  CAN BREAK IT  UP  
JU S T  AS E A S IL Y  IF  IT  BECOM ES A 
T R O U B L E -M A K E R .” (M y emphasis.)

Nation-w ide ind igna tion  against General B a l­
lou swept the N egro people. B ut they were shack­
led by the false policies o f th e ir  leaders. Typica l 
of (licse leaders was an ed ito ria l in a Negro news­
paper of Cleveland, which said: "Let. us help 
‘lic k  Hie Kaiser' F IR S T  and then thrash out our

T lie  Am erican officer was not content to l im it
his insu lts  to the Negro soldiers of his own coun­
try . In A pr 1, 1919. a colored French sold ier and 
a w h ite  F lench woman entered a St. Nazaire res­
taurant frequented by Am erican officers. The 
woman's bro ther overheard an in s u lt in g  rem ark 
made by one of these officers. T lie  restaurant 
was demolished in a free-for-a ll fight, w ith  a num ­
ber k illed .

Usually, when a w h ite  officer praised his Ne­
gro men, it was on ly to d iscred it th e ir  Negro 
officers. “ The Negroes arc good hoys.”  the song 
went, “ when th e y ’re in the r ig h t hands.”  Then 
there were w h ite  officers who painted a fa iry - 
story p ic tu re  of t l ic i r  re la tions w ith  tlie  Negro 
troops to conceal what was actua lly  going on. 
“ Our men sang w h ile  they marched.’ ’ w rote Col. 
A r th u r 1 W. L it t le  of the 369i.lt In fa n try , "they  
sang w h ile  they worked; they sang w h ile  they 
washed th e ir clothes and w h ile  they dug th e ir 
ditches; and, .as fo r sentim ent, th e ir  lives were 
just one long, continuous, and never-ending p ic­
ture of love fo r home and coun try ." Col. L it t le  
complained, however, of a “ non-com of Bolshevik 
tendencies”  who “ had been reduced to the ranks”  
and who “ spoke deprcca ting ly  o f n iy ( L i t t le ’s) 
tendency to ty rann y  and w ith  disparagement of 
my pedigree." T h is  non-com undertook “ to gain 
a disreputable fo llow ing ." A ll th is  must have hap­
pened between songs.

The .Vctjro Vcav Hool; sized up L itt le 's  book: 
"W h ile  w r it in g  w ith  a touch of a lfeetio fia te  re­
gard fo r the men whom lie commanded, lie in ­
troduces a certa in subtle r id icu le  by. firs t, men­
tio n in g  on ly  one Negro line  officer of the Regi­
ment: and second, by always having the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates speak in dialect....

The Bourbons of the Bout It did not want to

have great numbers of armed Negro soldiers on 
Southern soil.

The 369th Harlem  Regiment (fo rm erly  the 
15th N ationa l G uard) was assigned to Spartans- 
burg. South Carolina in August, 1917. The New 
York Times of August 30. 1917, reported the ve­
hement opposition o f Spartansburg’s "lead ing c i t i ­
zens":

“  ‘1 was sorry to learn that the 15th Regim ent 
was ordered here,' said Mayor F loyd ton igh t, ‘ for, 
w ith  th e ir  no rthern  ideas about race equality, 
they w il l  probably expect to be treated lik e  w hite 
men. I can say r ig h t here th a t they w ill not be 
treated as an y th in g  except negroes. We sha ll 
trea t them exactly as we treat our resident ne­
groes . . . ' An o ffic ia l of the Chamber (o f Com­
merce) said th is  afternoon, . . . 'We w ouldn ’t  
m ind i f  the government sent us a squad of south­
ern negroes; we understand them and they un­
derstand us . . .  I can te ll you fo r Certain tha t i f  
any o f these colored soldiers go in any of our 
soda stores . . . and ask to be served they’ll he 
knocked down . . . We don’t a llow  negroes to use 
the same glass a w h ite  man may la te r have to 
d r in k  out o f.’ ”

A week ea rlie r, th is  w h ite  Bourbou a ttitud e  
had driven over 125 Negro soldiers Of the 24th 
In fa n try , stationed at Houston, Texas, to armed 
re ta lia tion  against the provocative treatm ent ac­
corded them by the blood-brothers of the Spartans- 
burg M ayor and Chamber of Commerce. The 
soldiers stole some am m unition, shouldered th e ir  
rifles, and marched toward Houston. They shot 
down a company officer on the way. Seventeen 
were k illed  and more than tw enty wounded. A 
force of I llin o is  guardsmen and armed Houston 
citizens was brought in to  action to stop the Ne­

groes. T h irteen of tlie  m utineers were sum m arily  
executed.

The Spartansburg Chamber of Commerce 
crowd was looking fo r trouble. Colonel Hayward 
of the 369th to ld his men to expect even physical 
abuse. “ He urged them to stand such abuse w ith  
fo rtitu d e  and w ith o u t re ta lia tion  . . . "  Here are 
typ ica l incidents: M arshall, a colored .captain, was 
ordered o f f  a tro lle y  oar; he le ft the car. On 
another occasion, a Negro private, Noble Sissle. 
went in to  a w h ite  hotel to buy a New York news­
paper. The p rop rie to r asked h im  w ith  an oath 
to remove his hat. Sissle was somewhat slow 
in  com plying; lie was s truck down and kicked 
as he le ft. To avenge him  a group of colored 
and w h ite  soldiers rushed the hotel. L ieu tenant 
Europe, a Negro, ordered them to disperse.

The next n igh t a group o f the soldiers began - 
a m arch on Spartansburg, prepared to duplicate 
the Houston episode. Col. H ayw ard h im se lf 
stopped them in the n ick of tim e. The s itua tion  
grew more intense so lie went to W ashington to 
consult the Secretary of W ar. Baker played his 
trum p card. He sent his Special (Negro) As­
sistant. Scott, to Spartansburg. Scott begged the 
men to subm it. A fte r his speech, lie reports, 
“ m any of the men, w ith  tears stream ing down 
th e ir  faces, approached him  and voiced how b it­
te r ly  they felt, in  tlie  face o f the insu lts  which 
had been heaped upon them from  tim e  to tim e 
as they passed through the town, hut. a t tlie  same 
tim e they told h im  of th e ir  w illingness to lis ten 
to the counsel which Had been addressed to them 
fo r the sake o f the Negro race, and fo r a ll tha t 
was 'at stake fo r it and the country d u rin g  the 
w a r.”  The 369th was sent to France soon after.

local d ifficu ltie s .”
*  z

This is the third article in this series.

Chians Kai-shek Moves Against 8th Route Army
O n ly  the Aroused A g ra r ia n  R evo lu tion  Can Defeat C h ia n g 's R e a c tio n a ry  O nslaught

By L I I
I laving attacked and dccitn. 

led New l-otnlh Army in cenir 
now set out to liquidate the Si 
Army in the Northwest, accordi 
by lhe China currcxpontleni ol 1 

In litis spreading civil war I 
Trotskyists stand. We stand tin 
led peasant soldiers, all ol them 
im peria lism . The Chinese T ro tsky ­
is t, as always, stand with  the C hi­
nese masses. Wc w ill un ite  with 
them to smash the murderous 
moves of the hangman Chians 
Kai-shek in  order to develop tlie  
movement fo r C h ina ’s national 
and social libe ra tion .

W ithou t reservation wc endorse 
Die m ain demands w hich Dio C h i­
nese Com m unist P arty  has sub­
m itted  to Chiang Kai-shek fo llow ­
in g  the attack on the Now F ourth  
A rm y  (see last week's M il i ta n t )

l - . l  EN
ilcd a Urge pari of lhe Slalinist- 
al China, Chiang Kai-shek has 
alinist-controlled h ighlit Route 
ng to Japanese reports relayed 
te New York Timet on Feb. 26. 
here can be no doubt where the 
.'ondilionally with the Stalinist- 
heroic .fighters against Japanese

Die demands tor annulment of 
.the government orders disbanding 
the New Fourth  A rm y, fo r Die 
: (-lease of its Commander. Gen. 
Yell T ing , fo r tile  release of other 
prisoners and the re tu rn  of m u­
n itions seized by Chiang’s troops, 
fo r compensation to wounded 
fighters o f Die New Fourth  Arm y, 
for destruction of the blockade 
against the S ta lin is t conlro lled 
areas, ele.

B u t these duuiaudu w ill rew aiu

oil paper unless they are backed 
up w ith  mass pressure against 
the Chiang Kai-shek regime. The 
T ro tsky is ts  are ready to unite 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts  in bu ild ing 
t l i is  mass pressure, in im ild iu g  a 
in i g it t  y protective movement 
around Die New F ourth  and 

I E ighth  Route armieg. Only in t liis  
I way culi l lie reactionary moves 
of the s in is te r hangman of the 
Chinese revo lu tion  he hailed.

In p u ttin g  forw ard t l ic ir  de­
mands. however. Die Chinese S ta l­
inist. leaders stated tha t they 
were designed to remove fr ic tio n  
in Die “ united fro n t”  to make 

I possible “ fu rth e r cooperation”  be­
tween the S ta lin is ts  and Chiang.

By t li is  Du- S ta lin is t leaders 
lune indicated Dial I hey are ready 
to continue th e ir fatal policy of 
class collabora tion w hich, more

than any th ing  else, aided Chiang 
in Die preparation of his attack 
ou Die New F ourth  A rm y.

Honeyed words w ill not serve 
to stay C liiang 's hand. Bolstered 
by Am erican loans and m ilita ry  
supplies, and promises o f more 
to come, Oli in ng has decided to 
disengage h im se lf from  the S ta l­
in is t embrace and to stamp out 
Die independent, peasant armies. 
For these forces, despite Die class- 
eo llabo ru llon is t policies of th e ir 
leaders, represent a threat, to 
C liiang 's d ic ta torsh ip  and lo the 
in terests of the land lord-bour­
geois class. Chiang realizes, per1 
haps better than Die S ta lin is ts . 
Dia l I hose peasant soldiers w ill 
some day he forced along Die path 
of revo lu tiona ry  action ... i f  net 
w ith  th e ir  present leaders, then 
against them.

Hi (h is s itua tion  i t  would lie 
c rim in a l to seek new agreements 
w ith  Chiang, fo r th is  cau only 
mean ham string ing  tlie  ac tiv itie s
ol Die E igh th  Route A rm y  (and 
Die remnants of the New F ourth  
A rm y) and the worsening of t l ic ir  
position iu  re la tion  to the Kuo 
m in taug forces.

And in  the end Chiang Kai- 
shek  w ill have been helped to 
s tr ik e  more te llin g  blows than 
those recently dealt the Now 
F ourth  A rm y. There w i l l  be a 
complete decim ation o f the revo­
lu tion a ry  forces — unless a mass 
protective movement is bu ilt up 
around them. Such a movement 
cannot be created by Die S ta lin is t 
leaders i f  they ins is t on d ickering  
w ith  Clnaug Kai-shek instead of 
tu rn in g  to the ncoDle.

In order to effect a (urn 
toward the people, a program 
for the people is necessary. The 
banner of the agrarian revolu­
tion must be raised again. The 
cry "Land to the Peasants!” 
must, resound throughout the 
land. The people must be shown 
the indissoluble connection be­
tween the agrarian revolution 
and the struggle against Jap­
anese imperialism.
T lio  reported attacks on Die 

E ighth  Rutile A rm y coincide w ith  
renewed ta lk  of a Moscow-Tokyo 
pact in connection w ith  the rum ­
ored fo rthcom ing v is it to Moscow 
by H'e Japanese Foreign M in ister, 
5 osuke Malsuuka. Moscow's dip 
lotnacy thus aids Chiang Kai-shek 
in hi3 reactionary moves. Th is 
should not he forgotten.

reduced to ru le  hv naked bayonets. A ll H itle r 's  desperate attem pts 
to avo id t li is  outcome have failed.

In  “ free”  France the same fundam ental process is un fo ld ing . 
There, too, H it le r  sough t a w ide s tra tu m  o f co llabora to rs in  o rder 
to decrease the problems of the invasion. He secured the col­
laboration of the m ajor section of Die French bourgeoisie. B u t 
the Retain regime rests on no th ing below except its  m il ita ry  
police. F a r from  being the fascist regime w h ich  panic-stricken 
democrats label it. the governm ent lias no mass base underneath 
it, fascist or otherwise. T lie  French fascists, lik e  the Dutch, 
Belg ian and N orw eg ian fascists, qu ick ly  d iscred ited themselves by 
t lu i r  friend liness lo Die invader; the reafter they were branded 
in tlie  eyes of Die French masses as agents of the v ic torious 
enemy. T lie  Peta'.n government is a police d icta torsh ip .

B ut even th is  government w ill not rem ain. The clash w ith  
t lie  Nazis over La va l’s dism issal shows that, in  the end, the Nazis 
w ill lie forced to dispense w ith  Petain and take over nakedly the 
d irect ru le rsh ip . Nazi invasions destroy the mass base ot native 
fascism !

W h y H i t le r  B lames  “ O uts ide  A g ita to rs ”

I t  is especially im portan t to understand w hy the Nazis resort 
to such a thread-bare a lib i as b lam ing “ B r it is h  agents" fo r  the 
la test clashes in  Ho lland. The same fo rm u la  appears in  the t r ia l 
before a German cou rt at Die Hague of a num ber of Dutch, who 
are called “ te rro ris ts .”  They are accused of com m ittin g  “ acts 
o f sabotage and te r ro r "  against the German a rn ty— and then there 
is added that they “ reported in fo rm a tio n  to the enemy." I t  is 
safe to pred ict that in every c r it ic a l development the Nazis w i l l  
s im ila r ly  attem pt to label those Norwegian, Dutch, Belgians, 
French, etc., who are involved, as “ B r it is h  agents.”  W hy?

This fo rm u la  aims p r im a r ily  at bo ls tering  m orale in  the 
German arm y and in German c iv ilia n  society. T lie  idea th a t 
German m il ita ry  v ic to ries  have produced irreconc ilab ly  hostile 
populations everywhere— tli is  idea is deadly to t lie  m orale of both 
troops and c iv ilians . For i t  opens up an endless perspective of 
armed strugg le and repressions. N o th ing  can so demoralize even 
those sections o f the German popu lation w h ich  are closest, to 
t lie  Nazi h ie ra rchy, as the prospect tha t m il ita ry  v ic to ries  lead 
on ly  to a new epoch o f bloody con flic ts  w ith  the subjugated 
peoples. N o th ing  can so insp ire  t lie  th irtee n  m illio n  men and 
women who voted Socia list and Com m unist in  Die last election 
in  Germany (1932) as the news th a t the masses of Europe are 
not su b m ittin g  to H it le r ’s rule.

These pro found ly im p o rtan t consequences would not fo llow , 
however, i f  H it le r  could successfully depict the co llis ions in t lie  
occupied countries as m erely instiga ted by B r ita in . I f  the soldiers 
and c iv ilia n  masses of Germany could lie sold on the idea tha t 
these collis ions are hut pa rt of B r ita in ’s w ar against Germany, 
H it le r  could easily weather them. No appreciable section of Die 
German pople —and th is  includes tlie  th irtee n  m illio n  Communists 
and Socia lists— w ant a B r it is h  v ic to ry  over Germany. For every­
one rem em bers.or knows w hat the last B r it is h  v ic to ry  meant— 
hunger and blockade long a fte r cessation of hos tilitie s , the venge­
fu l Versailles Treaty, etc.

H itle r 's  attem pt to im pute the latest collis ions in  H o lland 
to "B r it is h  agents”  should serve as an index to the worthlessness 
of tlie  "re vo lu tio n a ry ”  propaganda being waged by the p ro -B ritish  
refugee Social Democrats, Die De O aullists. etc. The ac tiv itie s  
of these agents of B r ita in  m erely help H it le r  to depict a ll revo lt 
and strugg le in Germany and t lie  occupied countries as the 
product of B r it is h  ins tiga tion .

The only rea lly  effective struggles against the Nazis, both 
in Germany and in Die invaded countries, are those w h ich  have 
genuine roots where they take place and have no connection w ith  
Germany's im p e ria lis t enemies. I t  is clear tha t the la test events 
in Holland belong to th is  category. Hence the desperate measures 
taken by H itle r 's  lieutenants td suppress them.

T ro ts k y  P red ic ted  H i t l e r ’s Fata l Weakness
Although tlie  s trikes and fa ta l clashes in  the Netherlands 

arc a clear ind ica tion  of tlte  fa ta l weakness w ith in  H it le r ’s “ new’ 
order,’ ’ the "dem ocra tic”  press has not rushed to po in t th is  out. 
Why?

T lie fact is, these latest developments in  Norway and Holland 
run counter to the lino  of argum entation pursued by the “ democ­
ra tic ”  w a r mongers, who argue that, no th ing  could be hoped fo r 
in Die occupied countries or in  Germany so long as H it le r  was 
not defeated by the "democracies.”  There w ill he no revo lu tiona ry  
movement developing in  continenta l Europe, they say, u n t il the 
m il ita ry  defeat of Germany. Therefore, no th ing  rem ains except 
to aid England and the U ntied States in  w a r against Germany. 
We could quote many a Social Democrat who has argued along 
th is  lino. The great developments in  Norw ay and Holland do 
not f it  in to  th e ir  p ic tu re !

These developments, however, fo llow  the prognosis which our 
movement made im m edia te ly a fte r the B attle  c-f France.

Leon T ro tsky  then w ro te :

“ in  order to create a revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion , say the sophists 
of social pa trio tism , i t  is necessary to support the im p e ria lis t de­
mocracies . . . They in te rp re t H itle r 's  v ic to ry  not as a re la tive  
hut as an absolute obstacle in  the way of a revo lu tion  in  Ger­
many. They lie  in  both instances.

" h i  Die defeated countries the position of the masses w il l  
im m edia te ly become worsened in  Die extreme. Added to social 
oppression is national oppression, the m ain burden of w h ich  is 
likew ise borne by the workers. Of a ll the form s of d ic ta torsh ip , 
the to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  of a fo re ign conqueror is the most 
in to le rable. A t the same, tim e, to the extent th a t the Nazis w i l l  
t ry  to u tiliz e  the na tu ra l resources and the in d u s tr ia l m achinery 
of the nations defeated by them, the Nazis w i l l  themselves be­
come in ev ita b ly  dependent upon the na tive  peasants and workers. 
O nly a fte r  the v ic to ry , do economic d iff ic u lt ie s  a lw ays begin. 
It is impossible to attach a sold ier w ith  a r if le  to each I ’olish, 
Norwegian, Danish, Dutch, Belgian, French w orker and peasant. 
National-socia lism  is w ith o u t auy prescrip tion fo r trans fo rm ing  
defeated peoples from  foes in to  friends.

"The experience of Die Germans in the U kra ine ( in  1918) 
has demonstrated how d iff ic u lt  il, is to u tilize  through m il ita ry  
methods the na tu ra l wealth and labor power of a defeated people; 
and how s w ift ly  an arm y of occupation is demoralized in  an 
atmosphere of un iversal h o s tility . These very same processes 
w ill develop on a fa r vaster scale iu  the European con tinent 
under Nazi occupation. One can expect w ith  assurance the  rap id  
transfo rm a tion  of a ll the conquered countries in to  powder mag­
azines. The danger is ra th e r t liis , that, the explosions may occur 
loo soon w ith o u t suffic ient preparation and lead to isolated de­
feats. It. is in general impossible, however, to speak of the E uro­
pean and .Die w orld  revo lu tion  w ith o u t tak in g  in to  account par­
t ia l defeats. . . .

"Consequently Die task of the revo lu tiona ry  p ro le ta ria t does 
not consist of he lp ing the im p e ria lis t arm ies create a 'revo lu tio n ­
ary s itu a tio n ’ bu t of preparing, fus ing  and tem pering its  in te r­
national ranks fo r revo lu tiona ry  s itua tions of which there w il l  
he no lack." (Foeialist Appeal. Ju ly  6, 1 it 10.)

Not as tools o f Die im peria lis t democracies but. as indepen­
dent revo lu tiona ry  movements w il l  the peoples o f Europe free 
themselves from  H it le r  and fascism. That is the m eaning of the 
la test developments iu  Norway and H olland.

Hitler's “New Order" Doesn't Work
Hitler Sought To Avoid Errors O f 1914-8 Invasions/ But Same Fatal Flaws Appear Again

Toledano Moves 
To Free Siqueiros

Bv W A L T E R  R O U R K E



‘L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
 C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  

W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  
M A R X .

Negro S truggle
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Stalin Resorts To Inflation
The Printing Presses W ill 'Make' Rubles— And Hunger

Jim Crow Means Death
Last F a ll, Roosevelt la id down the law that. 

Negro soldiers, are to be segregated in to  separate 
regim ents in bis statem ent:

“ The policy of the W ar Department is not to 
in te rm ing le  colored and w hite  enlisted personnel 
in  the same reg im ental organizations. T h is  policy 
lias proved satisfactory over a long period of years, 
and to make changes would produce situa tions 
destructive to morale and de trim en ta l to the pre­
parations lo r  na tiona l defense.”

In  an e ffo rt lo  stem the nation-w ide protest 
tha t arose over th is, Edgar 0. Brown, an Uncle 
Tom “ leader," endorsed th is  po licy and called fo r 
its  extension.

Tn our critic ism , of Brown, prin ted last Novem­
ber, we pointed out that not on ly  does th is  policy- 
in  the armed forces place a stamp ol' approval 
on J im  Crowism and segregation in c iv ilia n  life , 
bu t also th a t i t  d ire c tly  involved the question 
of tlie  life  and safety of (tie Negro so ld ier in  the 
segregated regiments. We said then:

“ As long as the Negroes are separated from  
the w h ite  soldiers, i t  is very easy fo r  the labor- 
ha tin g  o ffice r caste in charge o f the A rm y  to 
p ick them out fo r  special assignm ent and w o rk : 
as labo r batta lions, d igg ing  trenches and la trines, 
and as suicide squads, fo r  the m ost dangerous 
w ork, where men's lives are th row n  away 
cheaply.”

Now. our charge tha t segregated regim ents 
means more deaths has been proved to the, h ilt ,  
in  t lie  European battles of the Second W orld  W ar.

In  t lie  B a ttle  of France, the Negro soldiers 
in  t lie  Senegalese and other A tr ic a n  regiments 
were used purely and s im p ly  as a body and flesh' 
b a rr ie r against the advance of the Nazi war ma­
chine. Hundreds of thousands of th e ir  lives were 
th row n  away by the F reneh-B ritish  a rm y com­
mands in an attem pt to save w hat was le ft of 
th e ir  w h ite  regim ents.

A ll th is  is demonstrated in the reports of R. 
W a lte r Merguson in  h is current series in  tlie  
P it tsburgh Courier, and i l l  the first, a rtic le  of a 
series by W ill ia m  Veasey in  the New Jersey 
Herald  A'cir.v. Both have lu s t returned from  E u­
rope where they were aide to w itness m any of 
t lie  events they w rite  of and to ta lk  to the Negro 
soldiers who managed to -survive.

Veasey shows how the re trea t from  Dunquerque 
was made possible on ly  by tlie  sacrifice of scores 
o f thousands o f Negroes who were rushed up 
and th row n  in to  the breach to hold up the Nazis 
long enough fo r the B r it is h  soldiers to get away.

I f  there were Negroes in  the U n ited States 
v-i'o d idn ’ t  understand what Roosevelt's J im  Crow- 
ru lin g  meant before, they should ce rta in ly  under­
stand i t  now.

British "Democracy" at Work
An Am erican Negro Press dispatch from  Jo­

hannesburg, South A fr ic a , reveals th a t no t on ly  
are the Negro soldiers on service in  A fr ic a  treated 
worse and used fo r more m enial tasks than the 
w h ite  soldiers, but tha t they get paid less too.

Speaking in the Southern Rhodesian P a rlia ­
m ent recently, a w h ite  m a jo r who had induced a 
num ber o f Negroes 'to “ go to  serve the E m pire  
in  E ast A fr ic a ’1 stated th a t he had fe lt  “ uneasy 
in  m ind ever since, in  view- o f the bad conditions 
and the low- rates o f pay which I  induced them 
to  accept, also the inadequate allowance we are 
m aking  fo r  th e ir  dependents and' the  genera lly 
unsa tis fac to ry  m anner in  which they have been 
treated.

“ The pay o f these men is on ly three sh illings , 
s ix  pence per day (about 43 cents). W h ite  soldiers 
ge t m ore than  tw ice  th a t much.”

They m ust he figh ting  fo r  democracy a t h a lf 
price.

*  *  *

Lawson Defends Judas Goats
Edw ard Lav,-son. ardent supporter of the w ar 

and managing ed ito r of O pportun ity , magazine 
of the Urban League, sale of w h ich— iro n ica lly  
enough!— has jus t been banned in  government- 
operated post exchanges at arm y stations, has 
broken in to  p r in t  again. Recently he branded as 
assistants of H it le r  those who call fo r the estab­
lishm ent of real democracy fo r Negroes in  th is  
country before they go to figh t fo r i t  elsewhere.

T h is  tim e he is engaged in  defending the Ne­
gro “ assistants”  to various departments in  W ash­
ington, who have been attacked because they on ly 
serve to prevent Negroes from  dem anding equal 
r ig h ts  in  the armed forces and industry .

Lawson’s defense, a fte r ram b ling  around and 
showing w hat a tough tim e these assistants have 
and how h u m ilia tin g  and tiresome th e ir w o rk  is, 
concludes on the note th a t i t  is the masses of the 
Negro people who are responsible fo r “ the ap­
parent impotence of many o f those who represent 
us in  W ashington.”  W hy? Because they haven't 
insisted on g iv ing  these assistants "positions of 
greater im portance.”  and because the y  don’t  give 
them “ the fu l l  backing o f our acknowledged p o lit ­
ica l s treng th .”

T h is  phoney a lib i w ill be successful on ly w ith  
those people who accept Lawson’s premise tha t 
these people in W ashington “ represent”  the Negro 
people.

I t  is precisely th is  w h ich we challenge. We 
deny tha t they represent the Negro people. We 
m a in ta in  tha t they represent Roosevelt and the 
governmental and m il ita ry  bureaucracies which 
are try in g  to sell the w ar to the Negroes. T h a t’s 
w hat they were pu t in  there for, and tha t, by and 
large, to the extent tha t they can, is w hat they 
are doing.

As long as the Negroes depend on anyone in  
the J im  Crow governm ent to solve th e ir  problems 
fo r them, whether its  w h ite  adm in is tra to rs  or 
colored ad m in is tra tive  assistants, th e ir  problems 
w il l  not. be solved.

I t  w i l l  be on ly through th e ir  own strength, 
independently exerted and a llied w ith  the trade 
union movement, that the Negro people w il l  be 
able to w ipe out J im  Crowism in the armed forces 
anti indus try . And then stooges in  W ashington 
and men lik e  Lawson won’t  be able to stop them.

B y JO H N  i
Stalin is resorting for a se 

policy of inflation which took 
Sov iet masses tim ing the I-irst 

Incontrovertible proof that 
recklessly inflated is lo be foun 
Supreme Council of the USSR.

Generally speaking, statisli 
inist-falsitied statistics are most 
relating to Stalin’s 1941 budget 
bears so directly on Soviet de\ 
worker, every real defender of t 
to acquaint himself with and to 
verify for himself tlie facts pre­
sented in this article.

The 1941 budget o r ig in a lly  ca ll­
ed fo r  a na tu ra l income of 216,- 
000,000.000 rubles and a to ta l ou t­
lay o f 210.100.000.000 rubles. “ The 
anticipated revenue.”  explained 
Moscow, “ w ill exceed expenditures 
by 788 m illio n  . rubles”  (Da i ly  
Worker, February 26).

The national income fo r 1940 
was “ estim ated”  at 179-billion 
rubles. The 1941 budget, therefore, 
proposed to spend 36.4-b illion ru ­
bles more than the income of the 
year before! W here would th is  
enormous increase come from ? 
From  increased production? Not 
even S ta lin 's  boasters dared claim  
th a t p roduction fo r 1941 would be 
expanded at such a tempo over 
the production of the previous 
year. Then the add itiona l spend­
in g  could come, log ica lly , only 
from  the hides of the Soviet w or­
kers and peasants.

But the budget fin a lly  adopted 
by the Supreme Council —  one 
of S ta lin 's  aliases —  surpasses 
oven these staggering figures. T lie  
“ es tim a te”  now o ff ic ia lly  fixed 
fo r income is no more and no less 
than 222.375.000,000 rubles, w h ile  
the expenditures are fixed at 216,- 
052,000,000 rubles (New York  
Times. March 2). Thus w ith o u t a 
word o f exp lanation the expendi­
tures were boosted by alm ost a 
b illio n , w h ile  the revenues were 
made to exceed the expenditures 
—on paper— by more than six b i l­
lion.

W hen the budget was firs t an­
nounced, the D a ily  W orker  asked 
p e rtine n tly  enough: “ Where are 
the revenues of the state budget 
drawn from ?”  The answer reads: 
“ The bu lk of the revenues is 
draw n from  the Socialist indus­
try .”  ( D a ily  Worker,  February 
27).

T h is  answer is quite true in 
th is  sense, tha t state budgets in 
recent years have been actua lly  
based on two p rim a ry  sources of 
revenue: tu rnover taxes and pro­
fits from  industry . These two 
sources did provide from  85 to

). W R IG H T
ond time in fifteen years to the 
such a terrible toll among the 
uve Year Plan.
Soviet currency is again being 
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But these two sources cannot 
supply amounts even closely ap­
p rox im a ting  the astronom ic sums 
required by tlie  1941 budget. To 
prove th is , we shall use on ly  of­
fic ia l S ta lin is t figures.

P R IN T IN G -P R E S S  “ P R O F IT S ”
Accord ing to Voznessensky, 

Chairm an of the State P lanning 
Commission, Soviet indus try  
showed last year a p ro fit of less 
than 14 b illio n  rubles. “ In  1940." 
lie said, addressing the E ighteenth 
P arty  Conference, “ the pro fits  a l­
ready amounted to nearly  14,000,- 
000.000 rub les”  (D a ily  Worker, 
February 23).

The highest increase in  pro fits  
envisaged by Moscow to r 1941 was 
40 per cent, w h ich  would make 
a to ta l 1941 pro fits of not more 
than 20-billion rubles.

B u t according to tlie  budget, 
Soviet in d u s try  m ust provide not 
less than 31 b illio n  rubles in pro­
fits. “ The pro fits  tax .”  lied  Mos'- 
eow, “ w i l l  b ring  in 31,000,000,000 
rubles, (hat is it w i l l  be 40 per 
cent more than last year.”  (D a ily  
Worker, February 27). The brazen 
fraud  is self-evident. 31-billion is 
an increase of almost 125 per cent 
over the 1940 p ro fit of 14 b illio n , 
and not 40 per cent as is falsely 
asserted.

The new figu re  fo r  “ p ro fits ”  
can be realized, there fore, in  only 
one w a y : S ta lin  w i l l  have to 
p r in t  b illions  o f paper rubles. 
There is no possible source fo r  
the b illions  which cons titu te  the 
“ e x tra ”  85 per cent p ro fit  o ther 
than Moscow’s p r in t in g  presses.

The second m a jo r source o f 
state revenue is the tu rnove r tax, 
w h ich is essentia lly an in d ire c t 
tax on consumers’ goods.

“ In  1941,”  asserts the K rem lin , 
“ tu rno ve r taxes . . . are planned 
to y ie ld  124.5-billion rubles.”  (D a i­
ly  Worker. February 27.) Yet, ac­
cord ing t.o Voznessensky. who 
presented the offic ia l estimate of 
the State P lann ing Commission 
three days before, “ tu rnove r of 
state and com parative trade in

1941 . . . w i l l  amount to nearly 
197-billion rubles”  ( Da ily  Worker, 
F eb rua ry  23). Taxes on th is  tu rn ­
over. according- to  the figures 
g iven three days la te r, am ount 
to more than 65 per cent o f the 
to ta l tu rnove r fo r  1941.

S ta lin , is  not a fool. But on ly a 
foo l could seriously expect to  d iv ­
e rt in to  the state treasu ry  124.5- 
b illio n  ou t o f a to ta l trade tu rn ­
over o f 197-billion. S ta lin  has, in 
re a lity , a d iffe re n t p lan : the 
p r in t in g  presses w il l  w o rk  over­
tim e to  produce paper rubles by 
means o f w h ich the needed sums 
can he extorted fro m  the popu­
la tion .

The extent of the currency in ­
fla tio n  to w h ich  S ta lin  is resort­
ing can best be gauged by com­
paring the total income from  
these two p rim a ry  sources w ith  
the en tire  budget. Even by S ta l­
in 's figures, “ p ro fits ”  of 31-billion 
and “ taxes”  o f 124.5-billion add 
up to on ly 155.5-b illion rubles. 
B u t the budget calls fo r  expendi­
tures or 216.05-billion. T h is  leaves 
the' enormous sum of 60.45-bil­
lion  s t i l l  to be accounted for.

W H E R E  W IL L  S T A L IN  
F IN D  T H IS  M O N E Y

Could 60.45-billion conceivably 
be obtained through d irec t taxa­
tion? The standard of l iv in g  of 
the masses would have to be very, 
very  h igh indeed to make such a 
course feasible. T lie  K rem lin , how­
ever, does not even pretend that 
th is  amount can be obtained 
through d irect taxation.

D irect taxes— income tax paid 
by the workers and office em­
ployes, by collective fa rm  house­
hold, by co llective farm ers, and 
by in d iv id u a l peasant households, 
and also the a g ric u ltu ra l tax — 
never played a major  role in  state 
budgets; in  a ll previous budgets d i­
rect taxes amounted to 7% o f the 
tota l. Not tha t S ta lin  has neglect­
ed th is  means fo r  fu rth e r degrad­
ing the masses. F a r from  it .  By 
tax in g  the wages of workers who 
make as l i t t le  as 150 rubies a 
month, by le vy ing  an even s tiffe r  
tax  on peasants earn ing as l i t t le  
as 100 rubles a m onth, and 
through a ll other channels of d i­
rect taxa tion, 9.7 b illio n  rubles 
were squeezed out fo r the treas­
u ry  in  1940. But tha t amounted 
to less than 6% of the to ta l 
budget.

For 1941, d irect taxes have been 
doubled, which means a new de­
duction from  the pay envelopes. 
The D a ily  W o ik e r  was the on ly 
newspaper w h ich  did not ca rry  
the dispatches from  Moscow re-

Stalin 's  A r ith m e tic  in  One C o u n try

Voznessensky, C ha irm an o f the State P lann ing  Commission- 
announced to  the  E igh teen th  P a r ly  Conference rece n tly  held in 
Moscow, th a t S ta lin ’s 1941 p lan called fo r  ra is in g  “ the gross 
ou tpu t o f USSR in d u s try  to  162,000,000,000 rub les.”  The same 
Voznessensky then w ent on to  boast th a t the to ta l wage b il l o f 
the USSR fo r  1941 “ w i l l  am ount to over 175,000,000,000 rub les.”  
(D a ily  W orker, F eb rua ry  23).

On F eb ru a ry  27- the D a ily  W o rke r was proud to  announce 
th a t the p ro fit  ta x  on the revenues o f Soviet in d u s try  would also 
provide unprecedented b illions. “ The p ro fits  ta x .”  i t  was stated 
in a Moscow dispatch, “ w i l l  b r in g  in 31,000.000,000 rub les”  (D a ily  
W orker, F eb ru a ry  27).

Now, 31 -b illion  rub les p ro fit  on a gross ou tpu t o f 162-b illion 
is by its e lf  b re a th tak ing . B u t ju s t how can Soviet in d u s try  make 
th a t much p ro fit and a t the same tim e  fo o t a b i l l in  wages some 
13-b illion rubles h igher than the to ta l am ount o f its  gross ou tpu t?

M ino r-B row de r and Co., who advertised Voznessensky’s 
speech as a “ Special T rea t,”  owe th e ir  readers- according to S ta l­
in 's figures, an accounting fo r  44 -b illion  rubles, o r  o n e -fifth  o f 
the to ta l “ estim ated”  Soviet na tiona l income fo r  the  yea r 1941. 
Needless to  say, these lia rs  w i l l  s im p ly  re fra in  fro m  exp la in ing  
ju s t how a gross ou tpu t o f 162 b illio n  can be made to- cover 175- 
b illion  rub les in wages and ye t show a ‘p ro fit ’ o f 31-b illion  rubles. 
A f te r  a ll, w h a t are a few  score b illion  rub les among fr ien ds?

p o rtin g  th is  increased taxation. 
The b ig  m etropo litan  da ilies re­
ported tlie  S talinist-censored ver­
sion w h ich made the income tax 
apply on ly  lo  peasants. The t ru th  
is tha t it also applies to the w o rk ­
ers. The on ly ones exempt from  
d irect taxes are the p riv ileged 
bureaucrats, those who have been 
decorated, etc.

Yet the K re m lin  is forced to 
adm it tha t i t  w i l l  he able to 
squeeze out not more than 12.5- 
b illio n  rubles from  d irec t taxes. 
(D a i ly  Worker,  February 27).

There rem ains fo r S ta lin  the 
notorious method of state loans, 
subscrip tion to w h ich  is in  effect 
ob ligatory. The loans fo r 1941 
have been fixed a t an unprecedent­
ed figure of 13-billion rubles.

But, even so, d irec t taxes and 
forced loans w i l l  b ring  less than 
ha lf ot the 60.55-b;llion rubles 
s t i l l  to be found fo r expenditures. 
Again, the on ly  possible way in 
which th is  shortage o f scores of 
b illion s  can be covered is — the 
p r in t in g  press.

I t  is ha rd ly  necessary to explain 
what in fla t io n  means to the 
masses. The prices of commodities 
are a lready sky-high. The sho rt­
age of goods is already acute. In ­
fla tion . in  the Soviet U n ion as 
in the cap ita lis t world , w i l l  mean 
(still h igher prices, even less goods.

M r. W a lte r D uran ty, whose dis­
patches are in v a r ia b ly  ha iled by

the D a ily  Worker,  gives the lie  
d irec t to the brazen cla im s of 
M inor-B row der and Co. tha t tlie  
Soviet masses are constantly  re­
ceiv ing more and more consum­
ers' goods. “ Mr. Voznessensky,” 
reports D uran ty, “ fra n k ly  ad m it­
ted th a t the production of con­
sumers’ goods m ust s t i l l  take a 
secondary place”  (N. Y. Timex, 
F eb ru a ry  25).

Le t every Com m unist P arty  
member, who tries  to solace h im ­
self w ith  the illu s io n  tha t S ta lin  
is d ra in in g  the masses fo r the 
sake of streng then ing the Soviet 
Union, ask h im se lf these ques­
tions:

W hy does S ta lin  resort to de li­
berate in fla t io n  at the “ threshold 
of com m unism "? W hy, i f  the 
masses love his regime, does he 
not openly ca ll upon them to make 
v o lu n ta r ily  the sacrifices w h ich 
he. instead, is dece itfu lly  e x to rt­
ing  from  them through the in ­
f la tio n a ry  process?

W hy is the bureaucracy exempt­
ed from  taxes and any and a ll 
sacrifices? Is n ’t  i t  an established 
fact tha t planned economy is 
gravely d isrupted i f  there is no 
stable currency?

Is n ’t  i t  a fact th a t any regime 
in  h is to ry  w h ich  has de libera te ly 
resorted to in fla t io n  has thereby 
demonstrated the desperate cris is  
o f tha t regime?

How can such a regime rea lly  
defend the Soviet Union?

The End O f The Popular Front In Chile
B y Q U E B R A C H O

BUENOS AIRES, Feb. 15 (By M a il)—Chile is the South 
American country where hunger and chronic misery, supplement­
ed by alcoholism, tuberculosis, syphilis, typhus, etc., etc., have 
produced the picture of a human society painted in Apocalyptic 
style. The indices of infantile m ortality are the highest in the 
world (over 300 per 1000) and the general average of the life 
span the lowest: 23 years (before the war it  was 55 years in Eng­
land). No one who visits Chile ever forgets the scene of horror 
presented to the eye: a nation of strong men who, nevertheless, 
are worn out, undernourished and sick. The man of the people 
in Chile, the “ roto” (lite ra lly : “ broken one.”  shows to what 
levels a human being can be re-

The Chilean Popularduced by the exp lo ita tion  to which 
he is subjected by the dw indled 
o liga rchy  of Chilean landlords 
and th e ir  senior partner, im p e ri­
alism .

The already in to le rab le  s itua ­
tion  was worsened by the catas­
troph ic  decline of the n itra te  in ­
du s try  d u rin g  the great 1929-33 
cris is  as a consequence of the 
ru inous com petition of the syn th ­
etic n itra te  in d u s try  developed in  
Germany. N itra te s  were the p r in ­
cipal in d u s try  of Chile, and the 
source of 60 to 70 per cent of the 
cou n try ’s resources. I ts  collapse 
brought Chile greater m isery and 
continuous p o lit ic a l disturbances, 
w h ich  in  1931 cu lm ina ted in  the 
fa ll of Pres! ’ ent Ibanez, who had 
been a docile ins trum en t of Yan­
kee im peria lis t) and a m orta l en­
emy o f the work ’ g class.

POT”  L A R  F R O N T L A U N C H E D  
AS PRO-U.S. BODY

Various governments, inc lud ing  
the ephemeral “ socia list repub lic ” 
of Grove and D avila , succeeded 
each o ther as a resu lt of succes­
sive coups d’etat. F in a lly , A rtu ro  
A lessandri, an old demagogue, 
linked  to European finance cap i­
ta l, was elected president but, a l­
though elevated to power by a 
le ft is t coa lition, he thereafter gov­
erned w ith  the support of the 
rig h tis ts .

F ront,
composed of a com bination of par­
ties favorable to Yankee im p e ria l­
ism —  the Radical, Democratic, 
Socialist, Radical Socia list and 
S ta lin is t parties —  was then o r­
ganized against President Alessan­
dri.

The Popular F ro n t counted on 
the support of the Popular L ib e r­
a tion  A lliance, a tem porary com­
b ina tion  consisting of the Nacista 
pa rty  (wh ich had broken w ith  its 
o r ig in a l Nazi masters and pu t i t ­
self a t the service of W a il S treet) ; 
i t  included also a S ta lin is t-insp ir- 
er sp lit-o ff from, the Socialist P ar­
ty , and included other forces, 
com ing from  the Radical and Ra­
dical Socialist parties. At. firs t, 
the candidate of th is  A lliance was 
ex-d ictator Ibanez. T h is  ferocious 
enemy of tlie  w o rk in g  class was 
also fo r  a w h ile  the o ffic ia l can­
didate of the Com m unist P arty !

B u t when ft  became obvious 
tha t the masses d id n 't w ant to 
have any th ing  to do w ith  Ibanez, 
the Communist P arty  was com­
pelled to abandon him , and sup­
ported the Radical P arty  leader, 
A g u irre  Cerda. The la tte r and not 
Ibanez was therefore chosen as 
the candidate of the Popular 
F ront.

The v ic to ry  of the Popular 
F ron t candidate in November. 
1938, was celebrated by the de­
ceived and su ffe rin g  people of

Chile as th e ir  own trium p h , ju s t 
as occurred in  France In  1936. 
The Chilean w o rk in g  class believ­
ed tha t i t  had re a lly  conquered 
power and began to demand rad­
ical measures w h ich  never had 
been in  the m inds of the Popular 
F ro n t leaders and which, m ore­
over. were aimed against sacred 
bourgeois p riva te  property.

Therefore, in  order to calm 
down the alarmed Chilean bour­
geoisie, the new Popular F ron t 
president, declared on numerous 
occasions tha t h is government 
does not propose to take measures 
against p riva te  property.

Thus the “ soc ia lis t”  and S ta lin ­
ist tra ito rs  castrated and para lyz­
ed the revo lu tiona ry  impulse of 
the Chilean masses who, under a 
government w h ich they believed 
to be th e ir  own, s t i l l  remained 
shackled to th e ir  chains of ho r­
rib le  m isery, hunger, p ro s titu tion , 
syph ilis , alcoholism, typhus, phys­
ical degeneration, etc. etc.

And even more: since the t r i ­
umph of the Chilean Popular 
F ron t had in  the beginning, in  
spite of the leaders, the charac­
te ris tics  of a popular up ris ing  
and provoked uneasiness in  Yan­
kee im p e ria lis t circles, the secre­
tary-general of S ta lin ism  in 
Chile, Contreras Labarca. made a 
special t r ip  to the United States 
to give a series of lectures in  
which he reassured W a ll Street.

The Yankees con tro l the p r in c i­
pal industries in  Chile: n itra tes 
(now worked under a more eco­
nom ical system which perm its 
com petition w ith  the synthetic 
brand), copper, iron , e lectric  en­
ergy. etc. Labarca’s lectures as­
sured the Yankee masters tha t 
they should not be disturbed, 
since he and h is p a rty  would 
guarantee tha t the im p e ria lis t

properties w ould no t be touched
But, d u rin g  tha t tim e  there oc­

curred the Nazi-S talin pact, w h ich 
fundam enta lly  a ltered t lie  line  of 
S ta lin ism . The la tte r  abandoned 
“ the strugg le against fascism ”  
fo r  the struggle against the “ de­
m ocratic im peria lism s,”  England 
and tlie  United States.

Nevertheless, in  one of th e ir  ha­
b itu a l and absurd contrad ictions 
( in  accord w ith  the K re m lin ’s 
slogan th a t the Popular F ron t 
m ust s t i l l  be supported in  the 
semi-colonial countries, such as 
those of L a tin  A m erica), the C hi­
lean S ta lin is ts  continued to sup­
port the agents of E ng lish  and 
Am erican im peria lism  (O rtiz  in  
A rgen tina : Batista  in  Cuba; Cer­
da in  Chile, etc.). Because o f th a t 
circumstance, the Chilean Popu­
la r F ro n t continued to exist u n til 
the end of 1940.

B u t Yankee im peria lism , in  
spite o f the continued support 
given i t  in  the colonies by the 
Moscow agents, not on ly  did not 
tru s t S ta lin ism  bu t determ ined to 
destroy it as an enem y. th rough­
out L a tin  Am erica, before the 
S ta lin is t line  changed again. ’

The Socialist P a rty  became in  
Chile (as in  A rgen tina) t lie  shock- 
brigade fo r "dem ocra tic”  Anglo- 
Yankee im peria lism , ta k in g  over 
the post le ft vacant by S ta lin ism . 
Schnacke, secretary-general of the 
Chilean Socialist P arty, was the 
head of a Chilean delegation at 
the Havana Conference. Then, as 
the S talin ist. Contreras Labarca 
did before him , he w ent to the 
United States, extended his hand 
lo the W all Street o ligarchy, and 
listened to th e ir  word.

And he returned to Chile w ith  
the command from  W a ll S treet: 
“ T h row  S ta lin ism , a lly  o f Nazism, 
out o f the Popular F ro n t ! ”  O ther­

wise the Socia list P a rty  would 
leave.

B ut since the Chilean bourgeofi 
sie s t i l l  found i t  necessary to 
u tiliz e  S ta lin ism  to continue sub­
je c ting  the m iserable and exp lo it­
ed masses of Chile, the bourgeois 
parties in  the Popular F ro n t con­
sidered i t  ye t prem ature to l iq u i­
date an opponent who s t i l l  could 
be of service to them.

In  view  of tha t fact, and under 
the spur of Yankee im peria lism , 
the Socialist P arty  decided to re ­
t ire  from  the Popular F ro n t, de­
creeing its  death. The "so c ia lis t”  
re tirem en t determ ined the action 
of the trade un ion center, which 
acted likew ise. The Radical P arty 
thereupon did the same, announc­
in g  tha t I t  regained its  autonomy 
again, a lthough President Cerda 
was ready to m a in ta in  the Popu­
la r F ron t w ith o u t the S ta lin is ts , 
in  accordance w ith  the conditions 
la id  down by the Socia list Party.

Once again, as happened in  
France, Spain. Czecho-Slovakia, 
etc.— unless the p ro le ta r ia t prev­
ents i t  at the last moment, a l­
though fra n k ly  i t  appears to be 
very d iff ic u lt— the S ta lin is ts  have 
thus led the workers to a new 
disastrous defeat s im ila r  to the 
ones w ith  which S ta lin  has blood­
stained five continents.

The “ socia lis t”  leaders, Grove and 
Schnacke. have ju s t declared tha t 
not. on ly  do they w ish to cede a ir  
and naval bases to the U. S. on 
the coast of Chile, but they also 
o ffe r to put on a w ar foo ting  an 
a rm y o f two to three hundred 
thousand Chileans to enter in to  the 
w ar in  defense of W a ll S treet’s 
interests. There is on ly one th in g  
le ft to the m iserable “ ro to ”  of 
Chile: lose bis life , w h ich  they 
now w ant h im  to  risk , a ll the 
bette r to m a in ta in  the chains 
w h ich  shackle h im .

Phillip Murray’s 
Statement On The 
"Lease-Lend" Bill

By H A R R Y  F R A N K E I.
D u rin g  the testim ony on the lease-lend b il l 

before the Senate Foreign Relations Commit tee, 
P h ilip  M urray, President, of the CIO, filed a state­
ment.— lie did not. appear h im se lf -w ith  the com­
m ittee g iv in g  his view  of t lie  b ill.  In  th is  state­
ment. M urra y  attem pts to give t lie  im pression 
tha t lie is an opponent of (lie war and is con­
cerned firs t o f a ll w ith  the preservation of the 
r ig h ts  and un ion standards o f labor. These pre­
tensions are false, as we sha ll soon demonstrate, 
and m ust be exposed before a ll workers who are 
lo ok in g  fo r an honest an ti-w a r leadership. Th is 
is especially im p o rtan t because the S ta lin is ts  are 
now po lish ing  up tlie  dusty a rm or of a “ democ­
ra tic  w a rr io r ”  th a t Roosevelt used to wear and 
dressing M urray  in  it.

W hat does M urra y  actua lly  say in  h is state­
ment? E very  th in k in g  w o rke r should read i t  ( i l l  
CIO News, Feb. 10). He makes a few c ritic ism s  
in  a vague and undefined way, speaks in  general 
term s about the lack o f “ lim ita t io n s ”  in  the b ill,  
and altogether bargains a b it  fo r  a few “ m od ifi­
ca tions." But lie gives tlie  whole show away when 
r ig h t at the beginning of his statement, lie comes 
out in  favo r of “ t lie  po licy of g iv in g  fu l l  a id to 
Great B r ita in ! ”  Once th is  much has been con­
ceded, a ll t lie  rest o f Roosevelt’s w a r program  has 
got to fo llow .

The pa ltriness o f M u rra y ’s statem ent, and the 
real m eaning of his action become clear when we 
consider w ha t t lie  “ lease-lend”  b i l l ac tua lly  is. 
T liis  is no common piece of leg is la tion ; i t  is  the 
actual war declaration o f A m erican im peria lism . 
T lie  real reason doughboys are not ye t included 
along w ith  the ships and planes to be “ leased”  
to the pa rtn e r of the Am erican bosses is not tha t 
Roosevelt wants to “ stay out of w a r,”  bu t th a t 
t lie  B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  have no ea rth ly  use fo r  
them  a t the present tim e. We are en te ring  to- 
d a y  , a f t e r  a year and a h a lf of war, 
the same stage th a t was achieved d u rin g  the last 
w o rld  w ar on ly a fte r more than two and a h a lf 
years of figh ting : the period of Am erican en try . 
T lie  d ifference is tha t the nature of th is  step is 
being altered and conditioned by the d iffe re n t 
development of th is  war.

M u rra y  Advises the  W ar-M ongers
In  th is  ligh t, M u rra y ’s statem ent shows up 

fo r w hat it rea lly  is. As the boss class goes to 
war, th is  “ labor leader”  has no th ing  bette r to 
suggest than a few corrections in  the plans of 
t lie  governm ent as to how to enter the w ar!

T h is  is a ll th is  leader can do fo r the w orkers 
who. are troubled w ith  the problem o f w o rld  
slaughter. The bourgeoisie needs no in s tru c tio n  
from  such labor advisors to help it. ca rry  on the 
im p e ria lis t w ar. The question fo r  M u rra y  o r 
any other who wants the confidence of th in k in g  
w orkers today s t i l l  rem ains: W il l  you support 
the w ar of the enemy class to guarantee Us p ro­
fits. or w i l l  you figh t against the w ar by a prac­
tica l, energetic and far-s ighted struggle? M urra y  
lias given us h is answer. We would be fools to 
have any fu r th e r  illus ions  about: him .

A lready M urra y  has placed his footsteps on 
an old, old road alongside those of a great many 
lik e  h im se lf who have taken th a t road before. 
T h is  is the road along w h ich  labor leaders trave l 
to posts in  the cap ita lis t governm ent. The recent 
“ defense p lan ”  along these lines proposed by M u r­
ray  has th is  meaning: th a t he senses the inse­
c u r ity  of h is position as the pro-war leader of 
a great trade un ion federation w ith  a m ilita n t,  
unbeaten ra n k  file, and seeks to strengthen h is 
a u th o r ity  by ge tting  closer to the governm ental 
apparatus. I t  is enough of a com m entary on 
these suggestions of M u rra y ’s to remember th a t 
big business has given them the stam p o f ap­
proval in  a recent issue of t lie  K ip lin g e r le tte r.

D iffe re n c e  Between M u rra y  
A n d  G reen

I t  is im p o rtan t to notice the difference between 
the pub lic  rem arks of M urra y  and W ill ia m  Green 
on the “ lease-lend”  b ill.  Green’s support was 
prom pt and qu ite  bald, w h ile  M u rra y  s t i l l  requires 
the fig leaf to keep h im  from  complete naked­
ness. T h is  is not due to any personal shame on 
M urray 's  p a rt hut is a re flection  of the d iffe re n t 
nature o f the organ ization w h ich he represents. 
I t  is p la in  to see th a t t lie  m il ita n t mass-produc­
t io n  w orkers in  A m erica ’s basic industries  are 
keeping a good hot fire  under the CIO leadership.

M u rra y ’s role in  be tray ing A m erican w orkers 
to the w ar dragnet can be fa r  more m a lignan t 
than th a t of Green. The encouragement of con­
fidence in  h im  by the S ta lin is t opportun ists a l­
ready shows th is . M urray  isn ’t going to foo l 
Roosevelt w ith  his half-hearted tem poris ing. He 
said he supports the w ar po licy of the governm ent 
— “ fu ll a id  to B r ita in ” — and th a t means tha t, 
despite a ll h is reservations and cheap barga in­
ing, M urra y  has been taken in to  camp. B u t w ith  
the help of the S ta lin is t left, cover he m ay be 
able to th row  many good w orkers o ff the r ig h t  
track. We m ust ca re fu lly  fo llow  M u rra y ’s devel­
opment fo r  th is  reason, and understand where'.he 
is going.

Rulers Fear Workers
The F eb ru a ry  23rd N A T IO N  has an a rtic le  

on the  fa te  o f E ng land ’s Local Defense V o lu n ­
teers. T h is  organ iza tion  is now to have m il i ta ry  
s ta tus ; its  officers w i l l  assume the K in g ’s Com­
m ission and bear the usual t it le s  o f m il i ta ry  rank. 
Lo rd  G o rt has been made responsible fo r  its  
tra in in g . In  short, i t  appears th a t the W a r O f­
fice, alarm ed a t the p o p u la r ity  o f the Home De­
fense Guard and the spread th ro u g h  i t  o f m il i ­
ta ry  knowledge am ong c iv ilians , is ta k in g  over 
and subord ina ting  the Guard to  the re g u la r arm y.
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FIGHT W ITH  THE 

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:

F o r:
l. M ilitary training of workers, financed by the gov­

ernment. under control of the trade unions.

! The establishment of special officers’ training  
camps, financed by the government and controlled 
by the trade unions, to train  workers to become 
officers.

\ Confiscation of all war profits— all company books 
to be open for trade union inspection.

4. Expropriation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. Trade union wages for all workers drafted into the 
army.

I. Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces—  
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end to secret diplomacy.

9. A peoples’ referendum on any and all wars.

AT HOME:

F o r:
1. A  job and decent living for every worker.

2. T h irty -th irty — 330 weekly minimum wage— 30 
hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.

8. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.

4. F u ll social, political and economic equality for the 
Negro people.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and 
fascist attacks.

8. A  twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and 
housing program to provide jobs for the unem­
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade 
Unions.

8. A  W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Government.

The Bethlehem Strike
The great victory of the workers at the huge 

Lackawanna plant must be assessed at its fu ll 
value. In the first place, of course, it is the first big 
successful strike against Bethlehem Steel in the 
company's fifty-odd years. In the second place, 
i t  is the first real breach in the prison walls of 
“ L ittle  Steel’’ and goes far toward wiping out the 
1937 strike defeat in “ L ittle  Steel.”

Perhaps most important of all is that this is 
the first successful strike of its scope in the steel 
industry since the formation of the Steel Workers 
Organizing Committee. The main base of the union 
came with the United States Steel contract 
in 1936; but this came prim arily  on the basis of 
negotiations at the top. The campaign in the U.S. 
Steel plants at the time was not really pushed 
toward strike pitch. Quiet negotiations were al­
ready going on between John L. Lewis and the 
company. The U. S. Steel contract was prim arily 
the result of the great sit-down strikes in other in­
dustries (auto, rubber, etcetera).

Thus the SWOC got its main base without a 
strike and without preparing the men for a great 
strike. The union has shown the marks of this fact. 
The U. S. Steel workers have not had that firm as­
surance that comes from winning their rights 
through strike. Then came the “ L ittle  Steel”  de­
feat of 1937, so that the main capital in morale" 
of the union has been that U. S. Steel contract.

In the ligh t o f this fact one can assess the fu ll 
value of the Bethlehem strike victory. In a sense it 
is the most important achievement of the steel 
workers up to this time. 1 lenceforth the workers 
know: it can be done, the great steel emperors can 
be beaten down.

Profoundly important to the workers in all in­
dustries is the fact that this victory was achieved 
despite all the multitudinous weapons levied 
against it in the name of “ national defense” : H ill­
man and Knudscn of the OPM, and all the other 
government “ conciliators” , mediators, and what 
not. The patriotic ballyhoo did not stop or crush 
this strike. As compared with what the Bethlehem 
strikers faced, the 1937 strike in “ L ittle  Steel” 
should have been won easily. It was lost because 
the workers then had a naive faith in Roosevelt. It 
is a measure of the ever-growing power and matur­
ity  of the workers that, under such conditions, the 
Bethlehem strikers stood their ground, and won.

Knudsen’s Demand
Two weeks ago Knudscn told the House Judi­

ciary Committee that he was opposed to any new 
federal legislation curbing labor’s right to strike.

Knudsen explained that such laws are "un­
necessary at the present time.”  The few strikes 
which had been called recently were due, he said, 
to “ inexperienced and immature”  union leaders. 
But “ as we get more conservative leaders. . .  little  
by little  we w ill do better.”

Just seven days later Knudsen made a sharp 
about-face. In a letter to Sumner, chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee, Knudsen proposed 
the enactment of a law to compel the unions first 
to submit any strike proposal to a vote by secret 
ballot of all the workers in a plant. This vote is 
to be supervised by the Labor Department. I f  60 
per cent of the workers vote for strike, then the 
union must post notice of intent to strike with the 
Office for Production Management. The OPM w ill 
then have ten days in which to investigate the 
nature of the controversy and make a report of 
“ findings.”  The union must then wait an addition­
al 30 days before it  can legally call a strike.

What happened in the seven days between the 
first and second proposals of Knudsen, to cause so 
drastic a change in his expressed views?

13,000 workers of the Lackawanna plant of 
the Bethlehem Steel Company, largest holder of 
government war contracts, went out on strike.

That was enough to cause Knudsen to tear o ff 
his mask of benevolence and confront labor with 
his real open-shop face.

W hy did Knudsen ever assume this mask in 
the first place? For one reason only. Sidney H ill­
man and other labor leaders of that stripe had con­
vinced Knudsen that the "conservative”  union 
leaders would do the job for the bosses. Harsh 
laws would arouse the resentment of the workers. 
It would be better to let the union officials police 
the unions for the bosses, smothering any militancy 
and opposing all strikes.

The victorious Bethlehem Steel strike was 
enough to rid Knudsen of the notion that the union 
leaders, no matter how conservative, could pre­
vent the workers from taking strike action. Knud- 
yen now is for reliance only on real cops, in uni­
form, with night sticks in hand and guns on their 
hips.

In the first place, he wants to take away the 
right of the unions to initiate strike action at all, 
by forcing all strike proposals to be voted on “ by 
all the employes in the plant”— not only by the 
union men, but the non-union men. A ll the com­
pany (inks and stooges, including foremen and 
others ineligible for union membership, could be 
thrown in to weigh the balance against the union. 
In addition, supervision of such a vote by the 
Labor Department would be direct' intervention 
info internal affairs of the union, an opening 
wedge for increasing government control.

The Knudsens run corporations as they please 
with a 51% m ajority of voting stock— in actual 
practice they run them without majorities at all—- 
but Knudsen wants a m ajority of workers in a 
plant to consist of 60 per cent. That would permit 
a m inority to block a strike forever.

After the union gets the 60 per cent strike vote 
in a plant, the OPM— that is, Knudsen—  would 
step in and "study” the situation for ten days. 
Knudsen, Stetinius, and the other “ ex-” corpora­
tion heads of the OPM would then come out 
against any strike. They would throw the whole 
weight of the government behind the employer. 
They would use the prestige and influence of the 
government to throw the responsibility for strike 
action on the workers.

If, in spite of this intim idation, the workers 
still wanted to strike, they would have to wait 
another month. Instead of the bosses having only 
two days, as in the Bethlehem strike, to smear the 
workers, slander the union leaders, spread false 
rumors, organize the finks and deputies, confuse the 
issues, etc., etc., they would have 30 days. The 
propaganda m ills o f the bosses, the newspapers 
and radios, would grind away night and day for 
30 days to create demoralization in the union 
ranks and arouse hostility against the workers 
among the susceptible sections of the public.

The delay would also prevent the workers from 
utilizing the. most strategic time for strike, and 
give the bosses time to prepare their counter­
strategy.

Above all, such a law, establishing the principle 
of lim itations on the right to strike and setting a 
stigma upon strikes, would directly pave the way, 
when the unions have been weakened and demoral­
ized, for the bosses to crack down with a complete 
no-strike law.

The Knudscn scheme is intended to weave the 
unions about with such legal restraints that any 
action they would undertake would be called “ i l ­
legal.” And then Knudscn and the rest of the boss­
es could call out their cops and deputies, the 
armed forces of the federal government, to “ pre­
serve the law”

Let no worker think that Knudsen is just ta lk­
ing words. I le is the spokesman for the most power­
ful industrialists in America. Knudsen and his 
group wield a tremendous influence in the ad­
ministration of which they arc members. What 
Knudsen has said has been said with cool delibera­
tion. And his proposals can be taken for no less 
than a declaration of open and merciless warfare 
upon organized labor.

1 abor can beat back the Knudsens. But only, 
if every trade unionist grasps the lu ll meaning 
of the Knudsen scheme and prepares for a life 
and death struggle against it.

British Workers Cold 
To Stalinist Pacifism
That's Why the Churchill Government Was Able to Suppress the 
"Daily Worker" With Impunity; Trotskyists Ask United Front

LONDON, England, Feb. 8 (By M a il)—On the three days 
following the suppression of the D aily Worker, a mimeographed 
,4-page issue of it appeared. Since then there has been nothing, 
for the Communist Party has decided to fight the issue within 
the law in an effort to get a court trial.

There have been a number of indications that the D aily  
Worker would not be the only paper suppressed. Before that hap­
pened, eight detectives of the "Special Branch” on January 2nd
raided the offices of Wor/cers i n ­
te rnat ional Eews and Youth fu r  
Socialism, T ro tsky is t p a p e r s ,  
w h ite  the ed ito ria l board was 
meeting. A ll members present 
were cross-examined and the a r­
tic les they were discussing were 
confiscated. The p rinc ip a l a rtic le  
called fo r  the a rm ing  o f the w o rk ­
ers to meet invasion and fo r  w or­
kers' contro l o f the armed s trug ­
gle against H it le r  and any B r i t ­
ish H itle rs  o r Petains.

Last Sunday a protest meeting 
against the D a ily  W orke r ’s sup­
pression was held by the Com­
m un is t P arty  in  Conway H a ll 
here. Only 700 were present, an 
exceptionally sm all num ber fo r 
such a meeting. T ro tsky is ts  d is­
tribu te d  a lea fle t ca llin g  fo r a 
un ited fro n t of a ll working-class 
organizations on th is  issue of de­
m ocra tic righ ts . The reception of 
the le a fle t by the S ta lin is t rank 
and file  was excellent: a very
fr ie n d ly  feeling.

Sales of T ro ts k y is t lite ra tu re  
were unprecedented fo r a S talin-

is t meeting. Twelve dozen copies 
of James P. Cannon's speech, “ The 
M il ita ry  Policy of the P ro le ta ria t,”  
were sold. (The speech referred 
to was made by the N ational Se­
cre ta ry  o f the Socia list W orkers 
P arty, U. S., a t the Sept. 27-29, 
1940, p lenary session of our Na­
tion a l Committee. I t  appeared in  
the Oct. 12 issue of the Socialist 
Appeal.)

The workers in  general are ve­
ry  uneasy about the suppression 
of the D a ily  Worker,  bu t the S ta l­
in is ts  are unable to arouse them 
to any protests or dem onstrations 
o f sym pathy, due to the suspi­
cions fe lt  by the workers toward 
the recent and past polic ies of 
the S ta lin is ts . Union branches 
under S ta lin is t contro l have pass­
ed resolutions of protest. Several 
union branches have passed un­
an im ously our own reso lu tion 
which, p o in tin g  out the lesson of 
France and a ttack ing  S ta lin is t 
po licy, calls fo r a un ited fro n t 
of w orkers ' organizations fo r de­
fense of th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h ts .

The S ta lin is ts  cannot figh t the 
suppression of the D a ily  W orker  
because they have no program  to 
o ffe r t lie  workers. "W e must at 
a ll costs destroy H it le r ”  is the 
mood of the masses, and the bomb­
in g  has strengthened, not weaken­
ed, th is . The Com m unist Party 
has not responded to th is  demand 
of the workers in  the s lightest 
degree. T h e ir po licy has been sec­
ta rian , pacifist and sterile . For 
example, the Labour leaders and 
the bourgeoisie are having a 
grand tim e r id ic u lin g  the demand, 
which the D a ily  W orker  had made 
in  the m idst of an invasion scare, 
th a t every so ld ie r should have a 
week’s ho liday a t Christm as!

S T A L IN IS T  P O L IC Y  DU CKS 
F IG H T  A G A IN S T  H IT L E R

I t  is obvious tha t the Commun­
is t P arty  here is being kept f irm ­
ly  glued to a pu re ly  pacifis t pol­
icy by the K re m lin . No sane pa rty  
leadership could of its  own v o li­
tio n  s tick  to such a false policy, 
in  the face o f the real s itua tion  
and the mood o f the masses.

T lie  Independent Labor P a rty  is 
very  half-hearted In its  protest 
against the suppression. Only the 
T ro tsky is ts  have called fo r a u n it­
ed fro n t of a ll w o rkers ’ organiza­
tions on th is  issue and is d is tr i­
bu ting  leaflets w ith  th a t proposal 
na tiona lly .

James B. Carey, U. E. 
Head, And The Militant

James B. Carey, In te rn a tio n a l 
P resident o f the  U n ited  E le c t­
rica l, Radio &  M achine W orkers 
o f Am erica, CIO, has sought to 
answer, in  the M arch 1 issue o f 
the U . E. News, c ritic ism s  o f 
Carey made in an a rtic le  in the 
Feb. 1 issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T .

“ In  the la s t tw o  weeks,”  says 
Carey, “ I  received three le tte rs  
con ta in ing  the  same a rtic le  fro m  
the Feb. 1 issue o f T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T .”

He then quotes a t leng th  fro m  • 
our a rtic le , w h ich had said:

"The danger from  the reac­
tionaries, both in  Local 475 
and the U E  as a whole, is  fa r  
from  over. Carey has indicated 
in his column in the U . S. News 
tha t now he too is prepared to 
f ig h t the ‘Com m unists.’ . . .

“ So a fte r  years o f collabora­
tion  w ith  th is  same group, 
Carey suddenly tu rns . Rank 
and file rs  can very  w e ll ques­
tion  his m otiva tion  and perhaps 
inqu ire  w hether his sudden 
‘discovery’ has an y th in g  to do 
w ith  his suppo rt o f the w ar 
machine. Reactionaries t h rough­
out the  un ion w il l  ra lly  behind 
Carey. The ra n k  and file, on 
the o ther hand, m ust ra lly  be­
hind th e ir  program  o f m il ita n t 
s trugg le  to save and build th e ir 
union.”

P resident Carey devotes liis  
column to an answer to us which 
consists o f quotations fro m  his 
previous colum ns d u rin g  the la s t 
yea i in which lie had made some 
rem arks, o f w h ich  the fo llow ing  
is ty p ic a l: “ There is no con tro l 
by C om m unist leaders in our N a ­
tion a l union, and there w on’t  be.”  I 
O r th is ; “ So I  th in k  i t  is tim e to ! 
make a sim ple request o f the ex­
trem e R ig h t and the extrem e 
L e ft,  and th a t is: stop w orry ing ' 
about the Soviet U n ion and s ta rt 
w o rry in g  about the U n i t e d  
States.”

C A R E Y  IS C O N S IS T E N T  
B U T  A B O U T  W H A T ?

These Carey tr iu m p h a n tly  p ro ­
duces to disprove “ any charge of 
inconsistency on m y  p a rt.”

L e t us begin by conceding P re­
sident C arey’s po in t. Yes, lie was 
a lw ays c r it ic a l o f the Com m un­
ists, and lie lias been qu ite  con­
sistent. H is line  hasn't changed. 
Ho lias always been an a n t i­
com m unis t, in fa v o r o f class- 
co llabo ra tion is t policies and, in 
general, pu rsu ing  a course which 
is th o ro u g h ly  consistent w ith  his 
recent acceptance o f a post in the 
O ffice o f P roduction M anagem ent 
under H illm an.

W h a t changed was the S ta l­
in is t policy. D u ring  the Feoples" 
F ro n t period, they  fo llow ed 
Carey’s line, and th a t was the

basis o f the co llabora tion  between 
them  and Carey.

We were opposed to  Carey’s 
po licy  when he was in  a bloc 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts , and we are 
opposed to his po licy  now. I t  is 
a sim ple sta tem ent o f fa c t th a t 
reactionaries th rou gh ou t t h e  
union are ra l ly in g  behind Carey.

In  his consistency, Carey has 
“ suddenly”  tu rned  on the S ta lin ­
ists. The suddenness of i t  was not 
his doing, b u t the S ta lin is t 
change o f line.

The fa c t is, however, th a t fo r  
the m om ent the S ta lin is ts  appear 
in  the un ion as opponents o f the 
governm ent’s w a r po licy, as op­
ponents o f H illm a n ’s s tr ik e ­
breaking, and hence collide w ith  
Carey’s consistent pro-Roosevelt, 
p ro -H illm a n  po licy. In f ig h tin g  
the S ta lin is ts , Carey is in re a lity  
f ig h tin g  a g a ins t the best m il i­
tan ts  in the union, who are op­
posed to e ve ry th in g  th a t H illm a n  
stands fo r .  Tom orrow  the S ta lin ­

ists w i l l  sw itch  aga in  and ge t to ­
ge ther aga in  w ith  Carey.

The issue is Carey’s false 
po licy. W hy  doesn’t  he say a 
word aga inst H illm a n ’s v ile  ro le ? 
W hy  has he jo ined the H illm a n  
office s ta ff?  W hy doesn’t  he p re­
pare his m em bership fo r  the com­
ing  g re a t s trugg le  aga ins t a n t i­
s tr ik e  le g is la tio n  and aga ins t the 
la b o r-s t if lin g  W a r Labo r Board 
scheme ?

W e g ra n t P resident Carey a ll 
the consistency in  the w orld . We 
g ra n t h im  th a t the change in his 
re la tions  w ith  the  S ta lin is t-le d  
g ioups  in the un ion is th e ir  doing 
and no t his. Leav ing  these unes­
sentials aside, we w a n t to  hear 
fro m  Carey a defense o f his po l­
icy w h ich, in  ou r opin ion, is a 
po licy  w h ich can on ly  lead to  ty ­
in g  the un ion in to  the w a r mach­
ine as a helpless cog and the re ­
by des troy ing  the un ion condi­
tions w h ich  the U E  has so pa in ­
fu l ly  b u ilt  up.

Yes, We Choose Connolly
A N  E D IT O R IA L

z\s part of its attempt to defeat Eugene P. Connolly, 
American Labor Party candidate for Congressman in a spe­
cial election in New York C ity, the capitalist press has waxed 
piously indignant over the (act that the Trotskyists are sup­
porting Connolly.

We would pass by this fake indignation, i f  it were limited 
to the capitalist press. In addition, however, The Call, Nor­
man I homas’ organ, and the New Leader, organ of the Social 
Democratic Federation, have repeated the boss press argu­
ments.

W ith its usual snide dishonesty, so characteristic of the 
Norman I homas school of moralists, The Call doesn't face 
the real issue, but invents another. “ Remember the names 
they (the I rotskyists) used to call us for backing a non- 
Stalinist ALP?” says the Call. A lie made of whole cloth. Our 
light with the 1 homasites— it was one of the issues over which 
the left wing split from the Socialist Party in 1937— was 
against the Thomasile endorsement as ALP candidate of LA 
G U AR D IA— i.c., a capitalist candidate of the Republican- 
Fusion party. I f  I homas, (who smells in our nostrils no better 
than the Stalinists, whose butchery of the Barcelona workers 
in May, 1937, he whitewashed) were the ALP candidate, we 
would support him. We would support any independent labor 
candidate nominated by the ALP.

1 lie New Leader, supporting the Democratic candidate 
Alfange, and uniting with the Tammany law committee in a 
crooked attempt to get the ALP candidate o ff the ballot, also 
waxes pious over Trotskyist support of a “ Stalinist”  candidate 
ol the ALP. Let us remind these Social Democrats: as against 
the capitalist class, we were for jo in t action with the Social 
Democratic Party of Noske and Scheidemann, who had work­
ers’ blood on their hands just as the Stalinists.

I he basic principle involved is clear enough to any hon­
est worker. We support Connolly because he is an independ­
ent labor candidate, and for no other reason. We arc for the 
working class as against the capitalist class any place at any 
time under any conditions. But that is a principle which the 
New Leader and The Call simply can’t grasp.

Why Roosevelt And 
Churchill Can't 
State War Aims

B y A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
I t  is n o t a t a ll su rp ris in g  th a t Roosevelt, when 

asked w hethe r h is new ly-appoin ted ambassador to 
G reat B r ita in , John G. W inan t, would take over p ro ­
posals re g a rd in g  la s tin g  peace a f te r  the w ar, re ­
plied th a t  the f irs t  th in g  was to  w in  the w ar. “ Peace 
proposals and an ou tline  fo r  the basis o f peace m ust 
come a fte r  the v ic to ry ,”  is w h a t the New  Y o rk  T im es 
reports  as Roosevelt’s sentim ents.

How  can the b ig  c a p ita lis t po litic ian s  possib ly re ­
veal c lea rly  and w ith o u t any g lit te r in g  genera lities 
th e ir  w a r a im s? Has B r it is h  im peria lism  no t com m it­
ted its e lf  by secret trea ties  to benefit the nations th a t 
are he lp ing  her a t the  expense o f the nations th a t 
have w il l in g ly  surrendered to  the A x is  powers?" Is  
there  any one foo lish  enough to im agine th a t the 
Polish ru l in g  class has no t demanded th a t G reat B r i ­
ta in  tu rn  over to  i t  every b it  o f  te r r ito ry  th a t i t  had 
by v ir tu e  o f  the V ersa illes tre a ty , and m ore to  boot, 
perhaps? A nd did n o t the representatives o f B r it is h  
im peria lism  prom ise the same th in g  to  the Czechs?

A nd how w i l l  these prom ises be kep t w ith o u t 
c rea ting  the same d iff ic u lt ie s  th a t fo llow ed the V e r­
sailles tre a ty ?

I t  m ust be taken fo r  g ranted th a t Roosevelt knows 
a ll about these secret arrangem ents and th a t he w i l l  
n o t rock C h u rc h ill’s boat o r his own by sp rin g in g  
some proposals th a t are d ire c tly  c o n tra ry  to  the secret 
trea ties .

T h e ir  P lans f o r  G erm any
W h a t do C h u rch ill and Roosevelt propose to  do1 

w ith  G erm any i f  and when H it le r  is defeated? The 
libe ra ls  o f th is  cou n try  and o f Eng land and a ll the  
refugees o f H i t le r ’s te r ro r  are p leading fo r  a s ta te ­
m ent o f w a r aim s which w il l  show the German people 
th a t the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  are in te rested on ly  in  
fre e in g  the Germans o f H it le r  and his crowd and th a t 
G erm any w i l l  be pe rm itted  to  e x is t as an independent 
na tion . B u t alas fo r  the libe ra ls  and refugees, B r i t ­
ish im p e ria lis ts  w a n t i t  d is tin c t ly  understood th a t the 
G erm an people are the ones to blam e fo r  p e rm itt in g  
H it le r  to  take  power and th a t the G erm an people are 
a ll more o r less o f H it le r ’s p a tte rn  and th a t the re fo re  
they w i l l  have to  s u ffe r  the consequences o f defeat.

T lie  com m itm ents in  secret trea ties  are, however, 
no t the m ost im p o rta n t fa c to r in  p re ve n tin g  C hur­
ch ill and Roosevelt fro m  in d ica ting  w h a t th e ir  w a r 
aim s re a lly  are. The t ru th  is th a t they would be m ore 
tha n  g lad to  be able to  present a p lan  w h ich  would 
do tw o th in g s : one, to  assure th e ir  suprem acy and tw o  
to  obta in  perm anent peace. B u t no one has and no one 
can present such a plan. The libe ra ls  and the refugees 
have done no th in g  b u t lam en t the fa c t th a t C h u rch ill 
has no t taken them  in to  h is confidence, b u t outside 
o f the “ U n ion  N o w ”  p lan, w h ich  is no th in g  b u t a 
p lan  fo r  Am erican and B r it is h  im peria lism  to  jo in  
forces and con tro l the w o rld , no one has presented 
an y th in g  th a t can even be discussed.

The t ru th  is th a t c a p ita lis t statesmen find them ­
selves u t te r ly  helpless. On the basis o f the c a p ita lis t 
system th e y  can find no plan w h ich  w i l l  guarantee 
peace. H it le r ,  in  th a t respect, is in  a fa r  be tte r posi­
t io n  than the  representatives o f the dem ocratic cap i­
ta lis t  countries. F o r he is no t compelled to  conceal his 
m otives behind dem ocratic cam ouflage. H is  “ New 
O rdei-”  is  p la in ly  a plan where German cap ita lism  
organizes Europe and the w o rld  fo r  its  own benefit.

T he  “ D em ocra ts ”  M ust be H yp o c rite s
N e ith e r G reat B r ita in  n o r the U n ited  States is in  

a position  to  s tate openly th a t  th is  is exac tly  w h a t 
th e ir  cap ita lis ts  would lik e  to  do. P a r t  o f H it le r ’s 
s treng th  is due to  the fa c t th a t the  s itua tion  pe rm its  
h im  to be less o f a hypocrite  than  the representatives 
o f  dem ocratic cap ita lism . How  easy i t  is to poke fu n  
a t the  chains o f the  B r it is h  democrats who refuse to 
g ra n t In d ia  freedom ! H ow  easy i t  is to  p o in t ou t th a t 
B o th  B r ita in  and the U n ited  S tates gained th e ir  em­
p ires by  fo rce  and vio lence!

Toge ther w ith  his v ic to ries  H it le r ’s hypocrisies 
m u s t increase. He w i l l  find i t  m ore and m ore d if f ic u lt  
to  poke fu n  a t the dem ocratic c a p ita lis ts  in  v iew  o f 
h is own acts. N o r is he in  a position  to  do w h a t the 
dem ocratic cap ita lis ts  are unable to  accomplish, th a t 
is, b r in g  peace to  Europe and the w o rld  by  sub jecting  
a ll the na tions to  G ennan cap ita lism . N e ith e r H it le r  
by  destroy ing  the independent l i fe  o f European na­
tion s  n o r G reat B r ita in  by  g ra n tin g  ce rta in  na tions 
concessions and p la y in g  o f f  one aga inst the o ther are 
able to  b r in g  peace to  Europe.

In  beseeching C h u rc h ill and Roosevelt fo r  a c lear 
s ta tem ent o f w a r aims, the  libe ra ls  re fle c t the un ­
easiness o f the masses who are s lav ing  and sweating, 
f ig h tin g  and dy ing . W h a t are they sac rific ing  fo r?  
To de feat H it le r?  Kino, b u t w h a t is to  fo llo w ?  
A no the r Versa illes, another im poten t League o f N a­
tions, another uncerta in  period o f peace fo llow ed by 
a s t i l l  m ore h o rrib le  w a r?

A nd i t  is e xa c tly  a t th is  p o in t th a t w c o f the  SW P 
m us t appear on the scene w ith  ou r exp lanations and 
w ith  ou r p la in  W e have no ob jection to  anyone de­
m anding a sta tem ent o f w a r a im s fro m  C h u rch ill o r 
Roosevelt. Such a demand a t least places them  on 
the spot. I f  they  re fuse to  fo rm u la te  a  concrete p lan  
we can u tiliz e  th a t fa c t as evidence o f th e ir  hypocrisy  
in  th e ir  cla im s o f f ig h tin g  fo r  democracy. I f  under 
pressure the y  a rc  compelled to  fo rm u la te  some plan, 
c ith e r the inadequacy o f the  p lan o r th e ir  fa ilu re  sub­
sequently to  abide by i t  can be made a p o in t o f a ttack.

B u t i t  would be fo l ly  fo r  any in te llig e n t w o rke r to 
be satisfied w ith  dem anding th a t C h u rch ill and Roose­
velt. fo rm u la te  w a r aim s. F o r us i t  is as c lear as day­
l ig h t  th a t  th e ir  w a r aim s a rc  no th in g  b u t to  defend 
and s trengthen th e ir  own im p e ria lis t in te rests . We 
m ust educate the w o rkers  n o t to  g ive  the  s ligh te s t 
credence to  any p lan fo rm u la ted  by the im p e ria lis ts  
fo r  perm anent peace.

We know  and w c sha ll continue to  repeat th a t un­
der cap ita lism  no perm anent peace is possible. No 
plans fo r  such a peace can be e ffec tive .

O ur fundam enta l task rem ains to  convince tlie  
w o rkers  who are fe a rfu l o f fascism th a t to  destroy 
fasc ism  they  m us t take power into, th e ir  own hands 
and destroy the c a p ita lis t system, breeder o f fascism  
and wars.


