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ROOSEVELT REFUSES TO LIST WAR A IMS
Lines Up W ith  
British Tories

Far East Crisis 
Flares Up Again
Joint Anglo-U.S. Moves Seek To Checkmate 
Japan; " Bluff" May Be Called Very Soon

By GEORGE STERN
The United States and Great Britain last week launched a 

maneuver on the grand scale in the Far East with the aim of 
checkmating in advance any fresh Japanese southward moves.

Amid a flood o f inspired reports that the Japanese fleet was 
moving southward toward Singapore and the Indies, the British 
suddenly announced the arrival at that base of a large, fu lly - 
equipped Australian army.

Gen. Marshall. U. S. chief of staff, told a Congressional 
committee that the army’s best and newest fighting planes were 
being turned over to the navy and moved out over the Pacific 
to  the United States fleet. T h is  
in fo rm a tio n  was pe rm itted  to 
“ leak”  to the newspapers and a 
day la te r Roosevelt, rebuked the 
papers fo r  pub lish ing it .  The m at­
te r  was made to look tho rough ly  
serious. And i t  is serious. A rm y 
bombers are f ly in g  westw ard over 
the oeean fro m  C a lifo rn ia , tak ing  
the  rou te  v ia  H aw a ii, M idway, 
and Guam to the scene of probable 
ho s tilit ie s . Behind th is  “ b lu ff”  
lies  the real th re a t of war.

The Anglo-Am erican moves 
b rough t a rash o f protestations 
Iro p i Tokyo. Matsuoka, the Jap­
anese fo re ign  m in is te r, deplored 
the “ provocative”  movements of 
planes and men and ins is ted upon 
Japan’s peaceful in ten tions. The 
Japanese press accused the B r i t ­
ish  arid the U. S. o f t ry in g  to en­
c irc le  the Japanese.

JAPAN’S MOVE NOW
A t the same tim e, however. 

Japanese forces moved in to  new 
bases in  Southern Indo-China. 
The peace conference between In ­
do-China and T ha iland , sponsor­
ed by the Japanese, b it  a snag 
w h ich  obviously bore a Made-ln- 
B V ita in  label. The A ustra lia n  
forces landed a t Singapore were 
moved up in to  Malaya to w a it Ru­
nny fu rth e r Japanese move.

So fa r  th a t move has not been 
forthcom ing . F o r the Japanese 
have been to ld in  the p la in  lan­
guage o f men, ships, planes, and 
guns, th a t fu r th e r  moves south­
w ard  a t th is  tim e  means w a r w ith  
B r ita in  and the U. S.

The sudden anti-Japanese t ru ­

culence in  London is undoubted­
ly  based upon a defin ite under­
stand ing w ith  the U. S., fo r the 
m ain element in  a Pacific w ar 
would have to be the U. S. fleet. 
The B r it is h  know it .  The Japanese 
know it. A nd so, of course, does 
W ashington.

U. S. COM M ITTEE
C itin g  the sudden change in  the 

B r it is h  a ttitude , a New Y ork  
Times dispatch from  London on 
Feb. 22 said th a t “ i t  is  perhaps 
a reasonable deduction" th a t ‘par­
a lle l ac tion ’— th a t d ip lom atic  eu­
phemism fo r jo in t  action —  is 
fun c tion ing  bette r than ever be­
fore. I t  is not believed th a t the 
B r it is h  would present so strong 
a fro n t against Japan unless they 
had good reason to believe the 
United States was behind them.”

T h is  "reasonable deduction”  is 
am ply supported by the develop­
ments o f the past week— the M ar­
shall testim ony and the fe rry in g  
o f a rm y planes across the Pacific. 
The same deduction has ev idently  
been made in  Tokyo. The b lu ff 
is not to be called— not, a t least; 
u n t il H it le r  ac tua lly  unleashes his 
S pring  offensive against B r ita in .

I f  at tha t tim e, Japan edges clo­
ser toward the jea lously guarded 
w ealth  o f the Indies, I t  w i l l  he 
tim e  fo r  a ll b lu ffs  to be called. 
F irs t  Am erican p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
actual h o s tilit ie s  in  the present 
war. may take place in  the South­
ern Pacific —  and i t  may take 
place soon.

6,500 Men 
Stand Firm 
On Demands
Haymarket Martyr's 
Widow, 82, Speaks 
To Strike Pickets

ON THE W AR FRONTS
by GEORGE STERN

The time draws close to Spring 
.—that season when people used 
to talk about young men’s fancies 
and the things they turned to. 
This time an entire planet awaits 
the coming season of rebirth with 
fear and foreboding. I t  is to be 
the season of titanic battles and 
great decisions. H itler boasts 
openly of his coming offensive 
against Britain, by sea, by air, 
and on the land of the British 
Isles themselves. Mussolini, re­
duced to a ridiculous tenor ac­
companiment, tells the strangled 
people of Ita ly  that H itler is 
strong and that “Spring . will 
come.”

The Balkans await in total 
uncertainty the coming explo­
sion. The Turks have denied 
that their new pact with Bul­
garia means Turkish consent to 
German occupation of Bulgar­
ian soil. Anthony Eden and Sir 
John Dill, the British chief of 
»Raff, flew out to the Near 
East. London put. in circulation 
reports that, the Army of the 
Nile was being readied for a 
dash across the Eastern Med­
iterranean to Salonika.

The British appear determined 
to, open a Balkan front of suf­
ficient width and depth to engage 
large German forces, diverting 
them thereby from the forces al­
ready gathered for the assault on 
Britain. What the Turks will do 
nobody now seems to know'. The 
chances are that in Ankara it ­
self there is indecision.

Only the Nazis appear to ho

moving with that cold certain­
ty that characterizes their of­
fensive action. The familiar ad­
vance guard in mufti has al­
ready “infiltrated’’ into Bulgar­
ia. The Bulgars themselves ex­
pect a full-sized army of oc­
cupation within a few days or 
weeks. Berlin continues to pre­
dict with confidence that the 
Greeks will soon be compelled 
to sue their defeated Italian  
adversary for peace. Berlin ap­
pears equally confident that the 
Turks have been neutralized, at 
least for the projected actions 
of the coming months.
London dispatches appear to 

indicate that the British will 
ehanee even a small-scale offen­
sive action of their own to pre­
vent any such “bloodless” blitz- 
k r i e g. The British advance 
toward Tripoli has ceased for the 
moment and British North A fr i­
can forces seem to be available 
if  a Balkan front is to he opened.

Meanwhile the “ third front” 
— t h c F a r  East— produces 
signs of becoming no less ac­
tive in the period immediately 
ahead. Japan awaits H itlers  
moves. Britain and the, U.S., 
working closely together, have 
made an advance effort, to call 
the Japanese bluff. The Japan­
ese, in their turn, aro marking 
time. This front is discussed in 
more detail elsewhere in this 
issue.
I t  may be a beautiful spring in 

this 1941—but more violets than 
ever will bloom this year unseen.

CHICAGO, Feb. 23. — Assemb­
led in  the b itin g  w ind before the 
gates o f the strike-bound In te rn ­
a tiona l Harvester Company here, 
CIO members and sym pathizers 
today heard Mrs. Lucy Parsons, 
82 year old w idow  o f A lb e rt Par­
sons, one of the H aym arke t m ar­
ty rs  o f 1886, urge on the s tr ik in g  
workers to a fin ish  figh t w ith  the 
g ia n t In te rn a tio n a l Harvester 
tru s t.

M rs. Parsons rem inded the 
s trike rs , who have kep t the 1HC 
tra c to r p la n t shut down t ig h t  fo r 
three weeks, th a t her own hus­
band was fram ed-up and sent to 
the gallows along w ith  fo u r other 
w o rk in g  class leaders by in te r­
ests close to the McCorm icks, who 
s t i l l  are linked  w ith  the In te rn a ­
tiona l H arvester Company and 
the M cCorm ick p lan t here.

The 1886 H aym arke t m eeting 
in to  whose ranks provocateurs 
th rew  a bomb w h ich k ille d  a num ­
ber of people, and fo r w h ich  A l­
be rt Parsons was framed-up and 
hung, was a peaceable m eeting 
called to find a remedy fo r the 
bad w o rk in g  conditions of th a t 
day, p a rtic u la r ly  a t the McCor­
m ick  Reaper P lan t, M rs. Parsons 
rem inded the s trike rs . The crimes 
of the M cCorm icks against the 
w orkers have carried  on fo r  over 
50 years, d u rin g  w h ich  tim e  the 
M cCorm ick company and t.ho In ­
te rna tiona l H arvester in terests 
have never ceased th e ir  w a r on 
labor.

The ra l ly  a t w h ich  Mrs. Parsons 
spoke was called in  support of 
the s tr ik e  o f 6,500 IH C  tracto r 
p la n t w orkers, organized by  the 
F arm  Equ ipm ent W orkers Organ­
iz in g  Committee (C IO L

PICKETS IN  FORCE
S trong p icke t lines have pre­

vented the p lan t from  opera ting 
since the s tr ik e  started. AH gates 
are covered. O nly five m a in ten­
ance men are perm itted to enter 
the p lant, and the superintendent 
m ust report once each hour to the 
pickets.

As a precaution against an a t­
tempted back-to-work maneuver 
o f the company, the s tr ike rs  are 

, now do ing six-hour p icke t s h ift  
| du ty  iustead of t he fo rm er three- 
| hour s tre tch. D ire c tly  in  f ro n t of 
each p lan t gate are heated shacks 
where the p ickets can take 
shelter.

O ther un ion speakers a t today's 
ra lly  described the status of the 
s tr ik e  thus fa r. Clarence Stoecker, 
president o f the s tr ik in g  local, re ­
ported on developments in  the Mc­
Corm ick p lan t of the IH C , where 
the w orkers have ju s t voted 3,057 
to  418 to  jo in  the s trike .

The union has had to fight, a 
v ic ious company un ion set-up in  
t ilts  plant fo r the past tw o years. 
Two weeks ago the N LR B  order­
ed the company to disband th is  
fake ou tfit.

Stoecker in form ed the mass 
m eeting th a t the union has pre­
sented the M cCorm ick manage­
ment w ith  demands fo r union re­
cognition, e lim in a tio n  o f piece 
w ork, and a 75 cent ho u rly  m in i­
m um  wage. He urged a ll McCor­
m ick  w orkers to stand by ready 
fo r s tr ik e  i f  the company docs not 
accept th e  uu ion 's terms.

B il l Mooney. Packinghouse 
W orkers Uuiou representative, 
spoke and to ld  o f the negotiations 
now in  progress a t the A rm ou r 
Company. He brought the greet­
ings of the A rm ou r w orkers  and 
said “ you r v ic to ry  w i l l  help us.”

Wives of International Harvester Company workers on strike in Chicago are shown unloading 
a bread truck at the strike kitchen. The walk-out was called by the Farm Equipment Workers 
Organizing Committee (C IO ).

Strike Vote Carries A t  
Bethlehem Steel Plant
Lackawanna Plant Men Vote Six To One For Strike After Over 
A Thousand Men Are Suspended Or Discharge By Company

BUFFALO, N. Y., Feb. 24—After 60 hours of secret bal­
loting, the workers of the Bethlehem Steel Company's Lackawan­
na plant here voted in favor of a strike. Lome 11. Nelles, SWOC- 
CIO international representative, announced that strike action 
has been authorized by a vote to 6,411 to 1,001.

BUFFALO, N.Y., Feb. 23— 13,000 members of the Steel 
Workers Organizing Committee employed in the huge Lacka­
wanna plant of the Bethlehem Steel Company here are balloting 
in a strike vole. The voting began last Friday noon.

'File decision to take the strike vote came after over 600 
workers in the coke-oven and blast furnace departments were 
given an “ indefinite suspension”  by the company for participat­
ing in recent short work stoppages in an effort to get the com­
pany lo meet with the workers' committees and negotiate griev­
ances. 400 more men have since been dropped.

On February 9, the workers of the Coke-oven department
la id  down th e ir  tools a fte r the 
management had refused to meet 
w ith  th e ir  com m ittee and discuss 
settlem ent o f 122 grievances from  
th is  department, alone. The com­
m itted was to ld  tha t the company 
d id  not in tend to change the 
rules under w h ich  i t  had been 
opera ting fo r  over 50 years.

T h is  sho rt stoppage was fo llow ­
ed by several others in  the course 
o f the next ten days. Other de­
partm ents began to line  up behind 
the m il ita n t  coke-oven workers.

SO LIDARITY SHOWN
When w orkers  from  the yard 

departm ent were fooled by the 
management in to  en te ring  the 
coke-oven departm ent under the 
pre text th a t they were supposed 
to do some rep a ir w ork, and they 
learned th a t they were supposed 

! lo  replace the coke-oven- men. 
these workers, in c lud in g  a large 
percentage of Negro w orkers, re­
fused to  do any w ork.

The action of the coke-oven 
w orkers  forced the management- 
to receive a com m ittee o f 32 men 
on February 13. The conference 
was held w ith  Chauncey L . Ba­
ker, company personnel d irector. 
A fte r hearing  the lis t  of g riev ­
ances, in c lud in g  a. demand fo r a 
25 per cent, pay ra ise fo r  ihe 
coke-oven departm ent. Baker gave 
ll ie  com m ittee a complete tu rn ­
down.

W hen the 150 w o rkers  of the 7 
A. M. s h ift  o f the coke-oven de­
pa rtm ent started to  enter the 
p lan t ou last. Wednesday about DO

per cent of them  were stopped 
by company cops before they 
could get through the p lan t gates 
and were handed dism issal no­
tices. Those who managed to en­
te r the p lan t were given th e ir  
notices inside, also by company 
police.

Sub-Regional D irec to r Nathan 
E. Cowan o f the SWOC-CIO took 
steps to file  a pro test w ith  the 
N a tiona l Labo r Relations Board 
a'nd charged the company w ith  
a ttem p ting  a lock-out.

COMPANY TERROR
B u t the company made it. clear 

tha t i t  would not y ie ld  an inch to 
the un ion. 150 special police were 
brought in to  the p lan t to augment 
the large (orce already there. 
Chief Roy G ilson o f Lackawanna 
len t the company an add itiona l 
ten cops to police outside the 
ga tes.

That the company was m aking 
a. calculated move to te rro rize  the 
men and freeze out the un ion was 
made clear when the company fo l­
lowed up its  dism issals and the 
disp lay o f armed force by issuing 
a p rin ted  notice to  a ll the w o rk ­
ers, th rea ten ing  to k ic k  them out 
of th e ir  jobs i f  they engaged in  
any stoppage. The usual flag-wav­
ing was in  the notice: "Conduct 
which no t on ly  vio lates th e ir  res­
pective em ploym ent agreements 
w ith  th is  company but also seri­
ously in te rfe res w ith  the fu lf i l l ­
m ent by i t  o f its  contracts l ’or

m ateria ls fo r use in  the national 
defense program .”

The "respective em ployment 
agreements”  referred to in  th is  
notice is news to the workers, 
bu t i t  means th a t the company 
cla im s an in d iv id u a l yellow-dog 
contract w ith  every unorganized 
w orker was im p lied  when he was 
hired. The “ contracts fo r  m ater­
ia ls ”  are over $1,200,000,000 in  
w ar orders given to Bethlehem 
Steel despite the fa c t th a t i t  has 
been repeatedly ru led a labor law 
v io la to r by the N LR B .

CIO d irec to r Cowan answered 
th is  company th rea t by demand­
ing  the re instatem ent of the 150 
fired men, and w a rn in g  th a t the 
un ion would take action i f  th is  
demand were no t fu lfille d .

The company answered the 
SWOC demand by proceeding to  
lock out a to ta l of 500 men from  
the coke-oven departm ent and an 
add itiona l 100 men from  the blast 
furnace d iv is ion .

U N IO N  bEM ANDS
The union demands a s tra ig h t 

25 per cent increase in  wages, es­
tab lishm ent o f sen io rity  r ig h ts  
and no d isc rim in a tio n  on job ra t­
ings.

T h is  last demand applies p a r ti­
c u la r ly  on behalf of the many Ne­
gro w orkers employed in  the Lac­
kawanna p lant. They are given the 
worst and heaviest jobs and low ­
est pay.

NEGRO M IL ITA N TS
The Negro w orkers have jo in ­

ed tho union in  large numbers 
and have displayed great m il i t ­
ancy. D u r in g  the stoppages pre­
ceding the lock-out-, the in fluence 
o f the Negro w orkers was fe lt  
in  the songs sung by the s tr ik in g  
w orkers o f the coke-oven depart­
ment. The bosses tr ie d  to p u ll a 
red-herring across the stoppage 
by ye lp ing  tha t the w orkers were 
s ing ing  “ com m unist” , songs —  
m eaning bynuts and Negro s p ir it ­
uals, in c lud in g  “ T ha t Old T im e 
R elig ion,”  "T he  W a lls  o f Jericho 
F e ll”  and "W e Shall N o t be 
M oved!”

No less than 13,000 of the 14,000 
Lackawanna w orkers support the 
uuiou.

His Stand Helps Extreme Right Wing in 
England Against the Widespread Demand 
For A Concrete Statement of W ar Aims

President Roosevelt openly aligned himself Tuesday with 
the most reactionary wing of B rita in ’s war machine, when lie 
brushed aside all discussion of war aims.

What are the worker-soldiers fighting and dying for? What 
kind o f world-order w ill the victorious Anglo-U.S. war lords es­
tablish? What do they propose to do to avert another repetition 
of world war as the aftermath of their “ peace,”  as happened with 
the Versailles "peace” ? The people cannot be satisfied this time 
with vague promises of “ war to end war,”  “ war for democ­
racy,” — they got all that talk in 1914-18 and won’t  be put o ff 
now with a repetition o f these^ 
empty formulas. They want to 
know precisely what the war 
aims of the “ democracies”  are.

But Roosevelt refuses to 
answer. Asked at his Tuesday 
press conference whether John 
G. W inant, Ambassador to 
Great Britain, would take over 
proposals regarding l a s t i n g  
peace after the war, “ Mr.
Roosevelt replied that the first 
thing was to win the war, mak­
ing clear that peace proposals 
and an outline of the basis of 
peace must come after victory.”
(New York Times, Feb. 26.)

ISSUE IN  B R ITA IN
I  n Britain, after eighteen 

months of war, nobody except the 
Colonel Blimps and the most bull- 
headed Tories dare to use. the 
language employed by Roosevelt 
in opposition to formulation of 
war aims. There the question ofi 
stating war aims is well-nigh the 
major issue of the political arena. 
Not only the scattered anti-war 
forces, but also big sections ,of 
the officials of the Labor Party 
have come out for a statement 
of war aims by the government, 
so great is the mass pressure on 
them for this.

Among others, The Tribune, 
pro-war organ of the group of 
Labor Members of Parliament as­
sociated with Aneuran Bevan, in­
sists that victory is impossible 
without a specific formulation of 
war aims.

So great has the pressure for 
formulation of war aims become 
that even the most powerful or­
gan of the British ruling class, 
The Times of London, has had to 
give lip-service to the proposal.

In its leading editorial, Jan­
uary 9, 1941, The Times of Lon­
don declared:

“ I t  is a dangerous illusion 
that H itler’s propaganda can 
be adequately countered with 
the old-time slogans of free­
dom and independence. Only a 
positive and constructive pro­
gramme can rally the Euro­
pean peoples by convincing 
them that there is a living al­
ternative to H itler and des­
pair.”

FOR COLONIAL FREEDOM
Labor Party Members of Par­

liament have often pointed out in 
parliamentary discussion that, 
without a statement of war aims 
which gives freedom to the 375 
million people of India and to the 
other colonies subjugated by B ri­
tain, it  is impossible to counter­
act H itler’s influence.

But it  is precisely to avoid any 
commitments, no matter how 
mild, to the colonial peoples, to 
the British people, or to the 
peoples of Europe, that Britain’s 
rulers resist to the death the ris­
ing tide of demands for a state­
ment of war aims.

In this situation, Roosevelt’s 
Tuesday statement is a deliberate 
blow struck against the British 
and colonial masses and the most 
powerful support that the most 
reactionary elements in Britain 
could have hoped for.

W H A T TH IS  MEANS
“Never mind about war aims. 

I t ’s none of your business. Just 
go on fighting and dying—that’s 
your task.” This is what Roose­
velt is saying to the armed fore-

Home Guards Used 
For First Time— 
Against Strikers

Call it thé Home Guard or 
the National Guard, it ’s still 
the same old armed force of 
strike-breakers which the em­
ployers and government have 
always maintained to smash 
organized labor struggles.

The first reported active use 
of a Home Guard force oc­
curred on February 24, at An­
niston, Alabama, against a 
strike at the Utica Knitting  
Company.

An A FL  picket line was dis­
persed by Home Guardsmen, 
ordered out by Governor Frank 
Dixon, with tear gas bombs.

The Home Guards have been 
ballyhooed as an armed body 
of trained civilians intended to 
aid in the repulsion of “in­
vaders.” The first “invaders,” 
of course, turn out to be union 
pickets.

es of the British Empire— and 
to the millions of American work« 
ers who w ill shortly be sent int® 
actual warfare.

You want to know why you’re 
fighting and dying? “We’ll tell 
you after the war is over,” says 
Roosevelt.

You want to be sure you’re not 
being used to lay the basis fo r  
another Versailles peace? “We’ll 
think about that after the War,” 
says Roosevelt.

W hat about the freedom of the 
hundreds upon hundreds of m il­
lions of colonial slaves? “That’s 
got nothing to do with the war,” 
say the Tories— and Roosevelt 
backs them up.

Roosevelt, in other words, is 
demanding that the American 
working class and farmers go 
through this war as unthinking 
robots, as silent tools of the Ame­
rican and British plutocracy.

Roosevelt’s stand on this fun­
damental question should serve to 
open t!ie eyes of many who hith­
erto were inclined to let him have 
his way. I t  is clear that he can­
not be trusted with the lives of 
the armed forces of the United 
States— neither lie, nor the Re­
publicans, nor any of the capital­
ists and their political agents.

OUR PROGRAM
That is why our party has put 

forward from the first a' program 
for putting control of the armed 
forces o f'th e  country into the 
hands of those who must dev tho 
lighting and dying— the workers.

That is why we demand:
Military training of workers, 

financed by the government, 
under control of the trade 
unions!

The establishment of special 
officers’ training camps, financ­
ed by the government and con­
trolled by the trade unions, 1« 
train workers to become of­
ficers.

An end to secret diplomacy!
A people’s referendum ou 

any and all war a!

Harvester Strikers Are Still Out
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W rite to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the •workers thinking about?—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—  

and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn’t 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

North American Aviation Co. M en  
Vote Six-To-One For Unionism

F irs t Open A ttack  
O n H illm a n  in  
A UAW  Paper

E d ito r :
The enclosed a rtic le  on H illm a n  

is fro m  the C hrys le r Local 7 sup­
plem ent to the U A W  W orker. 
T h is  is ve ry  s ign ifican t, i t  being 
the  f irs t  open c r it ic is m  w r it te n  in 
a U A W  paper aga inst H illm a n . 
A lso , the censor o f th is  paper is 
a H illm a n  man, w h ich  means 
the re  m ust be a s trong  pressure 
on h im  fo r  h im  to a llow  such an 
a rtic le  to go th rough .
D e tro it, M ich.

J. D.
* $ *

(The a rtic le  on H illm a n  is 
t it le d , “ W h a t Role is H illm a n  
P la y in g ? ”  I t  says: “ H illm a n  as 
a Defense Commission member 
has le f t  a lo t to  be desired from  
one described as a labor lead­
er.”  I t  reviews h is record and 
concludes: “ N o  w o rke r expects 
th a t labor people, when placed 
in  im p o rtan t posts in  govern­
ment, w i l l  s ta r t  g iv in g  a ll the 
breaks to labor. W hat labor 
does n o t expect is th a t labor 
leaders should favo r the-enem ­
ies o f labor when given such 
posts.” )

Women Should Get 
Same Wage as Men 
F o r the Same W 'ork

E d ito r :
A s  a reader o f you r newspap'er, 

I  have genera lly  found th a t you r 
analysis o f the labo r s itua tion  is 
cogent. I t  was, the re fo re , s u rp ris ­
in g  to  find th a t the a rtic le  on the 
Phelps Dodge s tr ik e  (F eb ru a ry  
8 issue o f T H E  M IL IT A N T )  a l­
lowed the un ion demand fo r  a 
low er wage ra te  fo r  women to 
pass w ith o u t com m ent. The im ­
plication. was th a t th is  low er ra te  
fo r  women was to  be fo r  w o rk  
equal to  th a t o f the men.

Women w orkers  are go ing  to  
p la y  an ever increasing ro le  ih 
A m erican  in d u s try  d u rin g  the 
n e x t period. The question o f 
lo w e r wages fo r  equal w ork, 
the re fo re , has become m ore pe r­
t in e n t than  ever-. A  lo w er wage 
scale fo r  any group o f w orkers 
w i l l  tend to  low er the  standards 
o f  the  re s t o f the w o rk in g  class.

The m a jo r ity  o f un ions have 
sham efu lly  ignored the issue— a 
p o licy  w h ich  leads to  the de feat 
o f  th e ir  own ends, as low er liv in g  
standards are accompanied by a 
decrease in  un ion m embership. A

g re a t deal o f the so-called c lass 
sluggishness on the p a r t  o f 
women w o rkers  can be a ttr ib u te d  
to the in e rt ia  o-f the unions.

T H E  M IL IT A N T , which is p u t­
t in g  up an exce llent s tru g g le  on 
beha lf o f the Negroes in  the 
po litica l-econom ic field, should 
extend its  a c tiv itie s  to include a ll 
substandard w orkers. Such a po l­
icy  would ra l ly  m any women to 
the banner o f socialism !
Bronx, N . Y.

G.D.
*  *  *

T H E  M I L I T A N T  is, o f 
course, in fu l l  agreem ent w ith  
the p rinc ip le  o f equal pay fo r  
equal w ork. And i t  is  an im ­
p o rta n t question in m a n y  
unions. By and large, however, 
the  union involved in  the 
Phelps Dodge s tr ik e — the U n it ­
ed E le c trica l. Radio &  M achine 
W orkers (C IO ) accepts th is  
princ ip le .

I t  m ust be kep t in m ind, 
however, th a t no union,- no 
m a tte r how ably and m il ita n t ly  
led, can w ipe out a ll reaction­
a ry  aspects o f the s itu a tio n  in 
a given p lan t in  a s ing le  s tru g ­
gle. W here a situation, has ex­
isted fo r  years, in  which women 
have received low er wages than 
men, i t  may no t be possible to 
w ipe ou t the d iffe re n t ia l com­
p le te ly  in  the  f ir s t  s tr ike . T h is  
was the f ir s t  s trugg le , the very- 
beginn ing o f un ion iza tion  a t 
the Phelps Dodge p lan t, The 
union d idn ’ t  w in  a ll its  de­
mands, nevertheless i t  made 
considerable headway.— E D I­
TORS.
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New Y o rk  C ity

But AFL Is 
Close Behind 
CIO In Vote

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 22—  
Unionism won the day in the 
February 20th N LR B  election 
at the important North Ameri­
can Aviation Corp. Inglewood 
plant. Of the 7652 workers 
eligible to vote, 2,739 cast their 
ballots for the CIO, 2,693 for 
the AFL and only 986 voted for 
no union.

The election was originally 
demanded by the CIO. The 
strong showing of the- AFL 
came as a surprise to the CIO 
leaders. The failure of the CIO 
to gain an outright majority 
means a further run-off election 
between the CIO and AFL. This 
election is a v ita l one, not only 
because of the size and import­
ance o f the N o rth  A m erican Com­
pany, b u t because th is  is the f irs t  
tes t o f s treng th  between the CIO 
and A F L  in  a m a jo r Southern 
C a lifo rn ia  a irc ra f t  p lan t.

The CIO  represents the m ost 
m il ita n t  and progressive sector 
o f the w orkers in  the  p lan t. The 
tremendous pressure o f the com­
pany to de feat unionism , p a rticu ­
la r ly  o f the m il ita n t in d u s tr ia l 
type, accounts in  p a r t fo r  the 
fa ilu re  o f the CIO  to  w in  a m a j­
o r ity .

The com pany used the “ na tion ­
a l defense”  ba llyhoo to  the l im it  
in  an e f fo r t  to  persuade the 
w o rkers  th a t  unions o f th e ir  o-wn 
choosing are “ u n p a trio tic .”  The 
w orkers in a irc ra f t  are, sub ject­
ed to  th is  kind; o f pressure more 
than in  any o the r in d u s try . A jid  
because the  w orkers  are young 
and new to  the  in du s try , by  and 
la rge  they  are no t w e ll prepared 
to res is t th is  onslaught.

The e f fo r t  to  supp ly  B r ita in  
w ith  planes is re flected in  te r ­
r if ic  speed-up, leng then ing hours 
and heightened tension in  a ll the 
plants. In  the N o rth  Am erican 
plant, as th roughout the indus­
t r y ,  the w o rkers  are confronted 
w ith  g r im  w arn ings on the  pen­
a lties  fo r  sabotage o r “ in te r fe r ­
in g  w ith  production.”

On the eve o f the N L R B  elec­
tion , the company d is tribu ted  
p r in te d  excerpts fro m  Federal 
and S tate anti-sabotage laws to  
a ll the w orkers , toge ther w ith  
questionnaires on th e ir  d ra ft  
standing. T h is  was a w ay o f te l l­
in g  the w orkers  th a t  un ion action 
and sabotage are synonymous, as 
w e ll as th rea ten ing  the  w orkers 
w ith  the  com pany’s power to 
deny d ra ft  deferm ents.

In  add ition  to the com pany’s 
v icious cam paign, the A F L  played 
up to  the m ost reac tiona ry  pre-
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P a rt o f a CIO  ra lly  before the  N o rth  A m e rica n  A v ia tio n  C orpo ra tion  p lan t, Inglewood, Cal., 
p r io r  to  the N L R B  election. The workers voted 6 t o  1 fo r  unionism , b u t gave the CIO  on ly a p lu r­
a lity , req u iring  a ru n -o ff  election aga inst the  A  FL.

judices o f the w orkers. The A F L  
ran a m ud-s ling ing , red -ba iting  
cam paign aga ins t the  CIO, d ra w ­
in g  th e ir  argum ents s tra ig h t 
fro m  the bosses’ arsenal.

The overw helm ing vote in  fa v ­
o r Qf un ionism  is, the re fore , a 
rea l tes tim ony to the deep-rooted 
desires o f the w orkers  fo r  organ­
iza tion . A nd the A F L  votes rep ­
resented to a certa in  extent m any 
who were confysed and tim id , 
bu t who w ould have supported
the CIO  i f  the 
made clearer.

issues had,been

CIO ’S POOR TA C T IC S
However, the fa ilu re  o f the 

CIO  to  ga in  an o u tr ig h t m a jo r ity  
was due in  p a r t  to  its  own o r­
gan iza tiona l methods in  th is  
drive . The shock o f fa il in g  to  w in  
an o u tr ig h t m a jo r ity  has spurred 
the  CIO  leaders to  ca ll special 
m eetings o f the m em bership fo r  
the purpose o f ana lyz ing  the vote 
and g e ttin g  “ ra n k  and file  c r it ic ­
ism .”

The CIO  leaders counted too 
much on w in n in g  the w orkers by 
the  p u b lic ity  the CIO  a irc ra ft  
d rive  has received from  the V u l- 
tee and Ryan s trikes. They did 
no t c a rry  ou t an e ffec tive  o rgan­
iza tion  cam paign inside the p lan t. 
Above a ll; the CIO  conducted 
p r im a r ily  an N L R B  vo te -ge tting  
cam paign, instead o f do ing a 
steady, substan tia l un ion-o rgan­
iz in g  job.

The N L R B  election was viewed 
as the beg inn ing o f the CIO  union 
drive , ra th e r than  as one o f its  
c u lm in a tin g  po in ts . W h ile  the 
outside cam paign o f the  CIO  o r­
ganizers was good, n o t enough 
w o rk  was done in  th e  depart­
ments to g e t fu n c tio n in g  union 
organ iza tion  under way.

I t  is prec ise ly  fro m  those de­
pa rtm en ts  where the  CIO. had 
fun c tion ing  departm ent o rgan iz­
ation, w ith  active jo b  stewards 
who were ha nd lin g  the day-to- 
day grievances o f the men, th a t 
the CIO  received an overw helm ­
in g  vote. B u t in  those depart­
ments where organ iza tion  was 
lack ing , o r where there  was no 
e ffec tive  job  steward a c tiv ity , 
the  w o rkers  voted A F L  o r no 
un ion,

A  D A N G E R  S IG N
W h ile  the A F L  o ffe rs  no p ro ­

g ram  o f e ffec tive  action, and 
serves to  d iv ide  the a irc ra f t  
w o rkers  fro m  the rest, o f the in ­
d u s tria l w orkers organized by the 
CIO  in  auto and a irc ra ft,  i t  has 
succeeded in  ga in in g  eo trac ts  in  
a t least three o f the 1 n-gest

p lan ts  in  the in d u s try—-Boeing, 
Lockheed and Consolidated.

I t  is a ll to  the  in te rests o f the 
a irc ra f t  w o rkers  to  be in  the in ­
d u s tria l unions o f the CIO; B u t 
outside p u b lic ity  alone cannot 
w in  the N o rth  Am erican or other 
a irc ra f t  w o rkers  to  the CIO.

JOB S T E W A R D S  A R E  K E Y
C on fron ting  the C IO  a irc ra f t  

leaders is the task o f bu ild in g  up 
e ffec tive  departm enta l o rgan iza­
tion , w h ich  can s ta r t  to  f ig h t fo r  
the w o rkers  on the  job. The job 
stewards and w o rkers  m ust be 
ta u g h t th e  advantages o f indus­
t r ia l  unionism , and o f m il ita n t  
and dem ocratic policies, over the 
conservative, business-agent r id ­
den c ra f t  un ion ism  p re va ilin g  in  
the A F L  M ach in ists. In  add ition , 
the CIO  leaders m ust no t dodge 
any issue raised, o r any c ritic ism , 
b u t m ust answer the ra n k  and

file  openly on the  red -ba iting  
charges o f the A F L . and m ust 
honestly exp la in, fo r  instance 
w hy th e y  accepted a low  m in ­
im um  wage in  the Ryan con tract.

O f extrem e im portance fo r  the 
CIO  job  o f w in n in g  the ru n -o ff  
election is the d ra w in g  up o f a 
p rogram  o f wage and w o rk in g  
condition demands w hich the CIO 
can po in t to as representing w ha t 
the CIO w il l  f ig h t  fo r  a fte r  the 
election.

T h is  election is no inc identa l 
one, w h ich  the CIO can a ffo rd  to 
m u ff. N o rth  Am erican is the key 
to  fu tu re  success in  the  CIO  a ir ­
c ra f t  d rive . A  C IO  con tra c t w ith  
N o rth  Am erican is the next lug 
step tow a rd  the  ch ie f goal, o r­
gan iz ing  the la rg e s t p lan t in  the 
in d u s try— Douglas, the F o rd  o f 
the a irc ra f t  in du s try .

Youngstown Public Utility 
Union Wins First Contract

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio, Feb. 20. 
— A s tr ik e  u ltim a tu m  issued by 
over 600 w orkers o f the Ohio-Edi- 
son Company, organized in to  Lo­
cal 118, U t i l i t y  W orkers Organ­
iz ing  Committee (C IO ), has fo rc­
ed the power company to , accept 
the un ion ’s demands fo r sole col 
lective ba rga in ing  rig h ts , increas­
ed wages, settlem ent of a ll pend­
in g  grievances and a signed fu ll 
contract w ith in  60 days.

The th rea t o f a shu t down of 
a ll e lectric  service in  th is  steel 
center and its  in d u s tr ia l surround­
ing  area had the local bosses and 
th e ir  paper, the Younpstown V in ­
dicator, in  a panic. The V ind ica­
tor. on ly  da ily  in  town, hurled 
a barrage of a rtic les  and ed ito r­
ia ls at the workers, c la im in g  they 
were in  "p u b lic  service”  and there­
fore had "no r ig h t  to s tr ike .”

B u t the workers s tuck to th e ir  
guns. W hen the company realized 
th a t unless i t  y ie lded no th ing  
w ould prevent the w orkers from  
s tr ik in g , i t  caved in  and accepted 
the un ion ’s m a jo r demands. 
IN S P IR E S  O TH ERS 

T h is  v ic to ry  w i l l  be a. trem end­
ous spur to the Youngstown labor

movement, and especially to the 
steel workers, who have become 

'inc reas ing ly  anxious fo r m ilita n t 
action in  recent weeks. A  number 
of “ qu ick ie ”  s trikes  in  Youngs­
town Sheet and Tube and Repub­
l ic  Steel have occurred in  the 
past few weeks.

The Ohio-Edison is one o f the 
fa r-flu n g  chain o f Morgan u t i l i ­
ties, w ith  w h ich  W endell W illk ie  
was connected. I t  has an extrem ­
ely unsavory labor record, and 
was exposed by the L a F o lle tte  C i­
v i l  L ibe rties  Committee as having 
expended la rge sums on labor 
spies, company unions and a n ti­
labor advertis ing. T h is  is the firs t 
tim e  th is  company lias been fo rc­
ed to recognize a genuine union 
and accept the w orkers ’ demands.

The present, settlem ent, w h ich 
was approved by a un ion mem­
bership m eeting last n igh t. Is 
considered ju s t tem porary. W hile  
i t  provides fo r wage increases of 
from  5 to 8 per cent fo r  a ll cate­
gories of workers, s ta rtin g  from  
February 16, t lie  members le t U 
be known th a t they are going to 
demand m ore than that, in  the 
fina l contract.
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The w orkers o f Local 302, New 
York 's Cafeteria W orkers Union 
(A F L ) are anxiously watch ing the 
negotiations fo r a new contract be­
tween the Thompson chain and 
the newly-elected U n ited Union 
ad m in is tra tion .

T h e ’ John R. Thompson chain 
is w a iling . Tt can’t  stomach the 
two do lla r wage increase demand 
o f the workers. A lthough the year 
1939 saw a to ta l income of $351,- 
631 fo r the company (an increase 
of $66,954 over the previous year) 

j i t  spared m ere ly a twenty-five 
cents per week increase fo r the 
last contract. W ith  the figures 
fo r 1940 unavailable bu t w ith  a 
ce rta in ty  th a t the figures w i l l  
show a s t i l l  greater income the 
Thompson bosses nevertheless re­
fuse to hear o f an increase.

Of course, i t  m ust not be im ­
agined th a t the Thompson cou­
pon clippers tre a t a ll th e ir  help 
badly. There are some employes 
who receive decent wages. For ex­
ample. President Paul Moore gets 
$30,000 per year and 5% o f any 
net p ro fit. A lso Moore has an op­
t io n  t i l l  M ar. 31, 1942 from  the 
company to purchase i f  he so

chooses 5,000 shares a t five dol­
lars. Should we demand a two 
d o lla r increase fo r  Moore also? 
many w orkers are asking.

Just in  case some w orkers be­
lieve th a t the above-mentioned 
bro ther is an exception i t  must 
be noted tha t there are other 
w orkers who received more than 
$16 a week. F o r example. J. A. 
Thompson Jr., advis ing  counsel­
lo r— $20,000 per year. J. A. K e lly  
Jr., Vice President —  $10.000 per 
year, 12 D irectors —  $62,603.31. 
8 Officers who are not d irectors— 
$42,569.19.

A ll in  a ll, the Thompson bosses 
can prove to any w o rke r’s satis­
faction  tha t there are 23 “ b ro th ­
ers”  rece iv ing a to ta l o f more 
than $165,000 per year. Now w hat 
are a ll you union men and wom­
en k ic k in g  about?

Of course, any Local 302 mem­
ber could prove th a t 600 workers 
rece iv ing a two do lla r a ‘week in ­
crease would s t i l l  leave these 23 
bench warm ers 100,000 dollars to 
s p lit  up between them. B u t do 
you honestly believe th a t’s en­
ough money fo r  them to Hve on?

The appointm ent of John W in- 
am  as ambassador lo Croat B r it ­
ain is in te rpre ted by Paul Porte r 
of Kenosha LABOR to mean " th a t 
l l i ls  government approves (lie  pro- 
labor trend in the last European 
bu lw ark against H il le r  and wants 
it lo  continue. The appointm ent 
w ill be so understood in  Eng­
land . . . ”

W inan t is a sort of m illio n a ire  
social worker, a banker and- fo r­
mer Republican governor o f New 
Hampshire. He is about as rep­
resentative of organised labor as 
Paul P orter is- of socialism.

$ * &
One of the many ways in  which 

thp wealthy d is to rt and suppress 
democracy is in  the method by 
which they apportion leg is la tive  
d is tric ts . Through gerrym ander­
ing  and through a fa ilu re  to revise 
d is tric ts , the ric h  and th e ir  po l­
it ic a l machines seek to prevent 
the masses in  the c ities from  
having a voice in state govern­
ment.

The Cleveland Federation of La ­
bor is in it ia t in g  a drive  fo r  reap- 
portionm ent.A ccord ing to  its  week­
ly  tlie  Citizen, labor w ill probably 
w o rk  th rou gh  labo r’s J o in t Com­
m ittee fo r P o litica l A ction  (repre­
senting A F L , CIO and ra ilroad  
brotherhoods) to th is  end. The le­
g is la tiv e  com m ittee o f the Cleve­
land Federation lias also denounc­
ed the move on foo t to enlarge the 
state police force to replace the 
N ational Guard.

Hs *  *
F o llow ing  a s tr ik e  vote at the 

S e 'lbe rling  Rubber p lan t in  B ar­
berton. Ohio, the in te rna tiona l of­
ficers o f the United Rubber W o rk ­
ers have approved s tr ik e  action. 
S e ilberling  employes are asking an 
8 !4%  pay raise to meet the ris in g  
cost o f liv in g .

* * t-
The U N IT E D  AUTO W ORKER 

reports th is  CIO union is launch­
ing  a d rive  to w in  decent homes 
fo r its  members and th e ir  fa m il­
ies. Accord ing to un ion offic ia ls 
"low -rent houses have suffered In ­
creases in  ren t o f from  14 to  40% 
du ring  the past year . . .  As th ings 
are go ing now we may have tent 
colonies in  D e tro it w ith in  the 
vear. We already have fam ilies 
’ iv in g  in  tra ile rs .”

#  *  *

Accord ing to the Toledo UN IO N 
LE A D E R , the Centra l Labor U- 
nion in  tha t c ity  unanim ously 
voted down a request by a repre­
sentative of H e rbe rt Hoover’s 
com m ittee to support a movement 
to force B r ita in  to pe rm it sh ip­
ment of food and medical sup­
plies to the s ta rv in g  people ol 
those nations conquered by H it le r  
C LU  members charged such a 
move was an a tte m p t to  “ ru n  the 
picket line  of democracy.”

T h is  item  is a measure of the 
extent to w h ic li organized labor 
is being taken in  by the lie  th a t 
the present B r it is h  governm ent is 
figh ting  a w ar fo r  democracy.

One union o ffic ia l r ig h t ly  po in t­
ed out tha t the Hooverites who 
now profess such great sym pathy 
fo r Europeans were not in te rest­
ed “ when the  children o f our own 
workers here in  Toledo were 
s ta rv ing .”

The Hoover p lan indeed deserv­
es no support from  the w orkers. 
In  the last w a r Hoover used his 
con tro l of food to starve the w ork­
ing-class revo lu tions and lo  feed 
reaction. Hoover aims at ttie  same 
reactionary objective in  th is  war.

The innocent v ic tim s of Germgit 
fascism should he aided a ll r ig h t  
— but they can be aided on ly  
A G A IN S T  the wishes of H itle r, of 
C h u rch ill, o f Roosevelt and Hoov­
er. They can be aided by a v ic ­
to rious working-class movement 
in  the U n ited States, w h ich would 
fu rn ish  them not on ly  w,itlt. food 
bu t— more im portan t— w ith  insp ir- 
at'on, to rise  against th e ir  op­
pressors and s tr ik e  ou t on th e ir  
own beha lf fo r  a Socia lis t U n ited 
States of Europe.

*  *  *

T lie  West Coast SAIT,OR reports 
“ a new low in  s tr ik c - lim a ltln g ” — 
the CIO In te rn a tio n a l W oodwork­
ers, con tro lled by the S ta lin js ts , 
has signed a pact w ith  the labor 
ha ting  W eyerhauser T im ber com­
pany. against w h ich t)ie A F L  
Lum ber & S aw nu ll W orkers Un­
ion  lias been s tr ik in g  fo r three 
months.

*  *  *

How Not To Strengthen Union- 
j ism and Make Gains fo r  W orkers 
1 m igh t be the t i t le  fo r  the d rive l 
th a t George H a rrispn , president 
o f the R a ilw ay C lerks, handed out 
a t a m eeting of 2.000 un ion mem­
bers in  Chicago recently (see LA- 
LOR, February 18th). H a rrison  
to ld the  un ion is ts  th a t they can 
w in  th e ir  demand- fo r paid vaca­
tions w ith o u t a s tr ike . “ He pre­
dicted tha t th rough the in te rven­
tion  of President Roosevelt . . . 
a s tr ik e  w ill he averted and an 
agreement reached, by summer pro­
v id ing  fo r annual vacations, ef­
fective next year.”

Depend on the president, don’t  
depend upon you r own organized 
strength, is  the lin e  H arrison  fo l­
lows. I t  m ay ju s t be possible tha t 
Roosevelt and the ra ilr ia d  barons 
have decided to th row  a bone to 
the R a ilw ay C lerks in  the fo rm  
o f paid vacations “ effective next 
year.”  B u t the surest way fo r the 
R a ilw ay C lerks NOT to get th e ir  
demands, and not to bu ild  th e ir  
un ion, is to place th e ir  tru s t and 
confidence in  Roosevelt.

*  *  *

A  Canadian newspaperm an 
w rite s  a s to ry  fro m  Canada to  
the  G uild  R EPO R TER , te ll in g  
how 70 Canadian un ion is ts  have 
been im prisoned w ith o u t t r ia l  fo r  
du ra tion  o f the w a r, “ the r ig h t  
to  s tr ik e  and p icke t have been 
v ir tu a lly  abolished by  law , and 
by an ‘o rder in  council’ wages 
have been e ffe c tiv e ly  frozen a t 
o r  below the 1926-29 leve l o f 
$600 fo r  65 per cent o f a ll w o rk ­
ers.”

* *  *
A ccord ing to  the N E W S P A P ­

E R  G U IL D  REPO RTER, the 
Chicago Cubs baseball p layers 
have banded toge the r to  hold ou t 
aga inst wages o ffe red , and i t  is 
said a baseball un ion is in  thé 
m aking. P layers are irke d  be­
cause the Cubs General M anager, 
J im  G allagher, acted as a s tr ik e ­
b reaker by w r it in g  sports fo r  
H e a rs t d u rin g  the G uild  s trike .

F U L L  S T E A M  
A H E A D  IN  D R IV E !!

The subs come rush in g  in  so 
fa s t th a t ou r b iggest problem  is 
to  keep count o f them ! The th ird  
week o f the F ebrua ry -M arch  sub 
d rive  b rough t in  ne a rly  150% o f 
the to ta l am ount fo r  the p rev­
ious tw o  weeks. 32 the f irs t  week, 
64 the  second, and 131 the th ird ! 
The to ta l num ber o f subs to  date 
is 227, and the to ta l num ber o f 
po in ts  ( f ig u r in g  one p o in t fo r  
each 50c o f sub m oney) is 398, 
as the score board to  date shows: 

T h is  W eek * T o ta l
P LA C E Subs Pts Subs Pts
M inn. 71 114 97 173
New Y o rk 5 10 21 39
D e tro it 9 20 16 35
Chicago 5 10 16 27
L.A . 4 8 10 23
Boston 11 17 14 20
Youngstown 11 15 11 15
Cleveland 7 13 8 15
N ew ark 2 3 10 14
New Haven 0 0 6 7
A llen tow n 0 0 4 7
Paterson 1 2 2 4
M ilw aukee 1 4 1 4
F lin t 0 0 3 3
P ittsbu rgh 2 2 2 2
Toledo 2 2 2 2
Phila . 0 0 1 2
A lb a fiy 0 0 1 2
Plentywood 0 0 1 2
Kansas 0 0 1 2

131 220 227 398

H O W  T H E Y ’RE 
D O IN G  IT

The comrades are m obilized 
now ‘ fo r  rea l action, and the

weeks to  come w i l l  c e rta in ly  
b r in g  in  the m ost sensational re ­
su lts. Challenges and taunts  are 
s t i l l  f ly in g  in  the  a ir  above the  
U n ited  States (w ith  one sub in ­
te rjec ted  fro m  Moscow to  rem ind  
us th a t . S ta lin  is w a tch in g  anx­
io u s ly ). San D iego g o t o f f  to  an 
exce llent s ta r t  by ta k in g  on 
Fresno, Seattle  and Sacramento 
. . .  and hasn’t  been heard fro m  
since. (N e ith e r have Fresno, 
Seattle  o r Sacram ento.)

B u t fo r  a look a t rea l resu lts, 
we have to  stop a t the doors o f 
M IN N E S O T A , D e tro it, Boston, 
Y oungstown and C le v e la n d ...  
each show ing in  its  own class how 
the game should be played.

Y O U N G S TO W N , O — “ W e’re 
m apping ou t a plan to  b rin g  in  
o u r quota, o f subs each week and 
w i l l  the re fo re  keep com ing r ig h t  
up. W E ’L L  B E A T  F L IN T ! ”  A nd 
in  a la te r le tte r, show ing a d m ir­
able consistency: “ O ur prospect 
fo r  fu tu re  subs is very good—  
we’re  n o t even scared o f F lin t . ”  
S ure ly  F lin t  isn ’ t  go ing to  take 
th is  ly in g  down . . .  ?

LOS A N G E LE S , C a lif:— “ W e 
have challenged San Francisco. 
The on ly  w ay in  w h ich i t  can 
avoid a d isg race fu l de feat is by 
im m ed ia te ly  becom ing p a r t o f the 
Los Angeles section.”  San F ra n ­
cisco, whose record thus fa r  has 
been matched on ly  by th a t o ther 
sa in t. D iego, should w ith  th is  
challenge shake o f f  its  le th a rg y—  
we know  i t  can— and s ta r t  those 
Golden Gate subs ro llin g  a t a 
pace to  render L .A . speechless.
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Newark S W P  Names Breitman 
As City Election Candidate
Calls Upon Unions To Run Independent 
Labor Party Ticket For City Commission

N EW AR K, N. J.—Calling lor nn ily of the labor movement 
to counter the growing unity of the big business forces in the 
coming city elections, the Newark D istrict Committee of the 
Socialist Workers Party announced this week the candidacy of 
George Breitman for (Jirv Commission. The elections, to be held 
May 13, provide for election of a Commission of five, which in 
turn elects the mayor.

“ A Labor Party is needed in this city, and the trade unions 
must form it quickly,”  said the statement of the D istrict Com­
mittee.

"The important factions of big business in this city have 
already gotten together on a common ticket, which w ill stress eco­
nomy at the expense of the social needs of the workers by cutting 
taxes to r  the corpora tions and
ap prop ria tions  fo r  re lie f, W P A , 
housing, schools, hosp ita ls , etc.

BOSSES U N IT E D
“ B yrne, the Hague Democrat, 

and Clee, the  Clean Governm ent 
Republican m in is te r %vho a lm ost 
became G overnor by denouncing 
Hagueism , w i l l  jo in t ly  head th is  
rea c tio n a ry  tic ke t, w h ich  w il l  
rep resent the Chamber o f Com­
merce, the  N ew ark  C itizens’ 
U n ion , the Broad S tree t Associa­
tion , the  Fusion group, and the 
o th e r b ig  business groups.

“ O pposition to  th is  t ic k e t can­
n o t come on any progressive 
basis fro m  the leaders o f the p re­
sent C ity  H a ll machines o f M ayor 
E llen s te in  and Pearce F ra n k lin , 
because they  themselves don’t  
have any bas ica lly  d iffe re n t p la t­
fo rm , as is shown by the cuts 
th e y  have made in  the past years 
in  re lie f  standards, etc., and be­
cause th e y  are so discred ited gen-

e ra lly  as fake  libe ra ls  whose 
ch ie f in te rest is the patronage o f 
C ity  H a ll.

LA B O R  M U S T  U N IT E
“ I f  B yrne  and Clee are to  be 

defeated, i t  w i l l  have to  be done 
by the organized trade un ion 
movement. I f  they are to  be de­
fea ted decisively, these trade 
unions m ust ru n  th e ir  own fu l l  
s la te o f candidates on a p la tfo rm  
th a t can w in  the sup po rt o f the 
unemployed, the  N egro  people, 
and the sm all homeowners whose 
homes are being taken fro m  them 
as the  r f ls u lt  o f the h igh  ta x  
ra te .”

I t  was announced th a t B re it ­
man would ru n  on an e ig h t po in t 
p la tfo rm  dealing w ith  fo rm a tio n  
o f a labo r p a rty , housing, re lie f, 
W P A , a progressive ta x  p la t­
fo rm , N egro  r ig h ts , m un ic ipa l 
ownership o f the g re a t Pub lic 
Service u t il it ie s  under w orkers

George Breitman

contro l, and un ion iza tion  o f N ew ­
a rk ’s unorganized industries.

George B re itm a n  is w e ll known 
among N e w ark ’s unemployed and 
N egro  groups as a re s u lt o f the 
active  ro le  he has played in  these 
fields over m any years, the num ­
erous pam phlets dea ling  w ith  
w o rkers ’ problem s he has w r i t ­
ten, and the newspapers, The 
H unger F igh te r, and W orkers ’ 
Voice, w h ich he edited.

As a state leader o f the W o rk ­
ers A llian ce  before the S ta lin ­
is ts  ru ined  th a t o rgan ization, 
B re itm a n  played a lead ing ro le

in ih e  T ren ton  Siege o f 3OBG, 
when the unemployed took over 
the  S tate House fo r  n ine days. 
A  few  m onths la te r he was a r ­
rested fo r  leading one o f the na­
t io n ’s fe w  successful W  P A  
s trikes, which com ple te ly tied  up 
the pro jects in B u rlin g to n  county.

B re itm an  was in s tru m en ta l in  
the fo rm a tion  of a jo in t  AFL-CIO  
Trade U nion Com m ittee on U n ­
em ploym ent wh ich un ited New ­
a rk ’s trade  unions in  action on 
beha lf o f  the unemployed in 
1937-38. In  h is capacity  o f un­
employed grievance chairm an, he 
helped thousands o f w orkers  in 
trade unions g e t re lie f  fro m  the 
c ity  a d m in is tra tio n  when they 
w ent ou t on s tr ike , and was lead­
e r o f successful e ffo r ts  to  ge t 
supplem entary re l ie f  fo r  W P A  
w orkers.

He is co-author o f a s tate b ill 
to  stop deporta tions to  the South 
o f colored w orkers who ask fo r  
re lie f. H e was the f irs t  figu re  in  
the labor movement of th is  state 
to  p ro tes t aga inst the expulsion 
o f 15 N egro sailoTS fro m  the 
N avy  recently , and as sta te  com­
m ittee  member o f the  W orkers 
Defense League he played an ac­
tiv e  p a rt in  m ob iliz in g  support 
fo r  the colored po tato p icke r v ic ­
tim s  o f the  b ru ta l C ranbury  f lo g ­
g in g  o f 1939.

Plans o f  his cam paign com m it­
tee indica te a fu l l  dress, figh ting , 
a g ita tio n a l cam paign th a t  w i l l  
surpass any ever ca rried  on by 
the N ew ark  organ iza tion .

B eg inn ing  in  th is  issue o f The 
M IL IT A N T , on page 2, is a ser­
ies o f a rtic les  on the issues o f 
the N e w ark  elections w r it te n  by 
B re itm an.

Move To Lift New York Teachers 
Union Charter Comes From Green

B y C A R A  S U T T O N
The Executive Council of the American Federation of 

Teachers on February 17, voted 15 to 1 to recommend the 
revocation of the charters of the New York 'leachers Union, 
Local 5, the New York College Teachers Union. Local 537, and 
the Philadelphia Teachers Union, Local 192 on the ground that 
their existence is “ detrimental to the development of democracy 
in education." This recommendation is'Td'be submitted to a vote 
of the members of the American Federation of 1 eachers in a 
referendum within the next two weeks.

As a prelim inary to this action, the council adopted a re­
port which is to be promulgated as the official stand of the fed­
eration on education, democracy and defense, and which, says 
the  Council, w i l l  c la r ify  the issues 
un de rly in g  the counc il’s action 
against Locals 5, 537 and 192.

A N T I-C L A S S  S TR U G G LE  
A N D  A N T I-S O V IE T

T h is  report e x p lic itly  repudiates 
the class strugg le in  toto. I t  dec­
lares th a t " th e  psychology, the 
stra tegy and the tactics o f ir re ­
concilable con flic t between class 
groups m ust be replaced by the 
methods o f democracy.”  W hy have 
unions— class organizations, cer­
ta in ly — at a ll, then? The council 
report, of course, evades th is  fu n ­
dam ental question.

T h is  repud ia tion  o f class-strug­
gle methods is followed, in  the 
council statem ent to the locals 
recom m ending revocation o f the 
three charters, w ith  the fo llow ing :
“ These issues, to be understood, 
m ust he placed in  the context not 
on ly of Am erica  but a ls o 'o f the 
b itte r  s trugg le o f democracy w ith  
‘ to ta lita r is m  in  its  several fo rm s ' 
th roughou t the w o rld .”  Note th a t 
“ to ta lita r is m  is its  several fo rm s”
— the council is thus lu m p ing  the 
Soviet U n ion in to  one category 
w ith  the fascist countries.

B y  these two statements the 
A m erican Fédération of Teachers 
is  com m itted by its  leadership, 
no t on ly  to support o f the “ war 
fo r  democracy”  (against the So­
v ie t Union, too) bu t to denia l of 
the r ig h t  of labor to s tr ik e  o r 
f ig h t m il ita n t ly  fo r be tte r condi 
tions— th a t is, to use class s trug ­
gle methods. W ith  th is  declaration 
the Executive Council o f the teach­
ers serves notice to a ll teachers 
and the rest; o f the labor movement 
th a t i t  w i l l  to le rate np opposition 
to the Roosevelt w a r program  
and its  labor lieutenants, the A.
F . L . bureaucracy.

G R E E N , W O L L  &  CO.
B E H IN D  T H IS  M O VE

The recommended revocation of 
the charters is the d irec t resu lt, 
no t of any specific actions o f the 
locals, no r of the charges dug up, 
m any of them  from  the dead past, 
b u t o f the d irec t pressure of the 
A F L  top bureaucracy to oust a ll 
“ com m unists”  o r suspected com­
m un ists  from  the A F T .

Up to the last convention, the 
A F T  had successfully resisted 
this, pressure, rea liz ing  its  unde­
m ocra tic  and dangerous im p lica ­
tions fo r  the en tire  labor move­
ment. However, the im pact of the 
d rive  toward w ar “ fo r democracy”  
brought about a ra lly in g  of the 
conservative elements, behind the 
“ lib e ra l”  leadership o f D r. Counts, 
w h ich  on a program  w h ich  was I
essentia lly  an ti-red swept ou t o f 'a n d  now uses its  own ineffective-

offiee a ll the representatives o f the 
New Y ork-P h iladc lph ia  faction. As 
a m a tte r of fac t the l i f t in g  of the 
New Y ork and P h iladelph ia  cha rt­
ers was, fo r  a ll in ten ts  and p u r­
poses, decided a t the convention 
las t August.

The la test action  of the teach­
ers’ Executive Council clears the 
way fo r  the an ti-un ion Rapp-Cou- 
de rt Committee, inves tiga ting  
“ subversive”  ac tiv itie s  among 
teachers in  Newr York, to continue 
its  w recking o f teachers un ionism  
and low ering  of educational stand­
ards w ith  the fu l l  blessings of 
the A FT.

The referendum  vote on th is  
recommendation of the council is 
a v io la tio n  o f the con s titu tion  of 
the A F T . The cons titu tion  reads 
as fo llow s on cha rte r revocation: 
A rt ic le  LV , Section 6....“ No such 
cha rte r sha ll be revoked i f  appeal­
ed, nor sha ll any local be sus­
pended o r expelled unless fo r non­
payment o f dues, except by a tico  
th ird s  vote of the n a tion a l con­
vention.’ The illeg a l referendum 
now proposed requires on ly  a ma­
jo r ity  vote to expel the locals. The 
"dem ocra tic w ay’ is  being used 
w ith  a vengeance.

P R E T E X T S  FO R  R E V O C A T IO N  
E X A M IN E D  A N D  D IS P R O V E D

The charges on w h ich  the coun­
c il ostensib ly based its  recommend­
ation  fo r revocation of the charte r 
of Local 5— the m ain local in vo lv ­
ed— are as fo llow s:

That Local 5 prom oted dual un­
ion ism  by assisting in  the organiz­
in g  o f a CIO loca l o f Custodial E n ­
gineers. T h is  charge is based upon 
the fact th a t an officer o f the lo ­
cal spoke a t an organ ization meet 
in g  o f the Custodial Engineers— 
a t a tim e  when the declared po l­
icy  o f the A F T  was u n ity  of the 
A F L  and CIO!

That Local 5 has been engaged 
in  dual un ion ism  by v io la tin g  the 
ju r is d ic tio n  o f Local 2-} w hich has 
a cha rte r fo r  vocational teachers. 
The ju r is d ic tio n a l dispute between 
Local 24 and Local 5 dates back 
alm ost 20 years. F o r years the 
N a tiona l Office has tr ie d  at v a r i­
ous tim es to b r in g . Local 24 to 
li fe  so th a t i t  m ig h t organize the 
vocational teachers in  the schools, 
w ith o u t results. In  the m eantime 
i t  was ta c it ly  agreed th a t Local 
5 continue to organize a ll teachers 
in  the schools, pending the ou t­
come of negotiations w h ich the 
N a tiona l Office was to effect be­
tween the two locals. The N ationa l 
Office was com plete ly unsuccessful.

ness as a charge against Local 5.
T hat the in te rn a l a ffa irs  o f Lo­

cal .5 have been so conducted as 
to bring  d isharm ony and fac tiona l­
ism and to resu lt in  loss o f mem­
bership, and make i t  u n lik e ly  that 
said local can effect a sa tis facto ry  
organ ization o f the teachers of 
New Y ork. T h is  charge re fe rs -to  
the long strugg le w ith in  the local 
between an opposition and the 
leadership w h ich s lav ish ly  fo llows 
S ta lin is t policies.

However, the on ly healthy solu­
tion  to th is  d iffe rence w ith in  the 
local is  the eventual ousting of 
th is  leadership by the members 
themselves through the democ­
ra tic  processes o f' the local itse lf. 
The d ic ta to ria l expulsion by the 
Executive Council has the oppo­
s ite  effect o f s treng then ing the 
in fluence o f the Local 5 leaders 
upon th e ir  fo llowers, w h ile  a t the 
same tim e dealing un ion ism  itse lf 
a deadly blow.

T H E  F A T A L  ERROR 
OF T H E  O P P O S IT IO N

The opposition groups w ith in  
the un ion have made the fa ta l 
m istake of a lly in g  themselves in  
th is  present cris is  w ith  the E x­
ecutive Council in  its  d rive  to 
w r e c k  Loeal 5 ra th e r than 
expend the necessary e ffo r t to w in  
the membership away from  its  
present leadership. T h is  is the 
resu lt o f the dom ina ting  in fluence 
in  the  opposition groups of the 
tire d  libera ls , im p a tie n t of the de­

m ocra tic processes w h ich  are slow, 
succumbing to  the bureaucratic 
short-cuts o f expulsions. Needless 
to add, these tire d  libe ra ls  are 
now supporters of “ w ar fo r de­
mocracy."

Other charges against Local 5 
are:

That p u b lic ity  resu ltin g  from  
p o lit ic a l and o ther ac tiv itie s  of 
Local C> has resu lted in  loss of 
membership throughout the A F T  
and tends to bring  the A F T  in to  
disrepute. T h is  charge is not at 
a ll a real c r it ic is m  o f the policies 
of Local 5. bu t an expression ol’ 
the fea r o f conservatives against 
any m il ita n t  action w h ich  m igh t 
smear th e ir  respectab ility . It. is at 
best a bow to the prejudices of 
the m ost backward teachers and, 
as such, reactionary.

T hat p o lit ic a l and other ac tiv ­
itie s  of Local 5 and factions there­
o f caused an in ves tig a tion  by a 
com m ittee o f the A F L  in  1985-G 
w hich resulted in  recommendation 
fo r  revocation o f the cha rte r of 
Local .7. T h is  charge proves the 
weakness o f the E xecutive Coun­
c il's  case. W hen L in v il le  and Lef- 
kow itz  fe lt  themselves los ing  con­
tro l of Local 5 in  1935, they tried  
w ith  the help o f the A F L  leaders 
to have the cha rte r of the local 
lifte d  ra th e r th a t subm it to the 
decision o f the m a jo r ity  of the 
local’s members. F ortuna te ly , the 
A F T  convention refused to oust 
the local and the L inv ille -Le fko- 
w itz  group walked out of the un-

Grace Carlson 
In Memphis 
On Her Tour

By G RACE C AR LSO N
M E M P H IS , Tennessee, Feb. 22 

— I  suppose th a t every w h ite  rad­
ical who v is its  the South fo r  the 
f ir s t  tim e  is shocked and enraged 
by the open c rue lties  o f the J im  
C row  system o f the Southern 
Bourbons. T h a t a ll the colored 
citizens o f the South are herded 
in to  J im  Ci'ow restauran ts, s tree t 
ears, w a itin g  rooms, etc., should 
ca ll fo r th  apologies fro m  South­
ern Senators ra th e r than  th e ir  
present frenz ied  demands— they 
a re  louder than a ll others— fo r  
support o f a- w a r to  save th is  
system  o f “ democracy.”

There are encouraging signs o f 
change, however. The CIO. has 
penetrated in to  the South dmong 
the steel and rubber w orkers , the 
a g r ic u ltu ra l and cannery w o rk ­
ers and others, and has b ro ug h t 
N egro and w h ite  w orkers  to ­
ge ther in to  a jo in t  s trugg le  fo r  
the be tte rm ent o f th e ir  condi­
tions. There is no doubt th a t th is  
is u p h ill w o rk . Coupled w ith  the 
te rro r  aga inst unions, Southern' 
w h ite  w orkers, burdened w ith  the 
prejudices o f generations, do no t 
re a d ily  accept a p rogram  fo r  
jo in t  action w ith  colored w orkers.

The m eeting o f w h ite  and 
colored w orkers  held under our 
p a r ty ’s auspices in  Mem phis las t 
n ig h t was, there fore , a ll the m ore 
encouraging. A  courageous Negro 
woman gave us the  use o f her 
home fo r  the m eeting. I t  takes 
rea l courage in  Mem phis to  have 
a m eeting o f w h ite  and colored 
people in  y o u r home. Members 
o f both A F L  and CIO unions were 
t h e r  e— longshoremen, bu ild ing  
laborers, te x t ile  w orkers , steel 
w o rkers  and others.

T h is audience understood read­
i ly  th a t  Roosevelt and the South­
ern Dem ocrats would no t solve 
th e ir  problems. The need fo r  a 
revo lu tiona ry  p rogram  was easily 
seen by them . I  am  v e ry  hope­
fu l th a t some N egro  w o rk in g  
class leaders w i l l  emerge fro m  
th is  group.

In  St. Louis on Feb. 19. there 
was a good w o rk in g  class aud­
ience a t the  open m eeting. 
T w e n ty -fo u r people attended, 
m any o f them  U A W  m ilita n ts .

ion- and set up a dual organiza­
tion  Ic n o jv n  as the Teachers Guild. 
A ll these old d iscred ited charges 
are now dug up again and used 
as reasons fo r l i f t in g  the charte r 
in  1941!

T h is  review  of the charges 
makes clear the fact tha t they 
were draw n up a fte r the decision 
to expel was already reached, and 
are being used as a b lind  to cover 
the real reason— obedience to the 
order o f W ill ia m  Green to k ic k  
out a ll “ com m unists”  o r suspected 
communists from  the A F T . And 
the expulsion o f the three locals 
w i l l  not end the drive . Should 
a new local be set up, the mem­
bers o f t ile  Local 5 opposition w il l  
find th a t the same s p ir it  of in to l­
erance and conservatism w i l l  then 
be directed a t them. The net res­
u lt  o f the expulsion d rive  w ill 
be to strengthen the hands o f the 
enemies of teachers un ion ism  and 
educational advancement.

The du ty  of progressive teach­
ers is clear. Local 5 m ust be de­
fended against the undem ocratic 
attacks w ith in  the Federation as 
well as against the an ti-un ion  a t­
tacks o f the Rapp-Coudert invest­
iga tion  and the inev itab le  w itch - 
hu n tin g  in  the schools.

Shachtman Says He D idn’t 
Know The Gun Was Loaded

B y  p rearrangem en t w ith  the 
p ro -w a r E xecu tive Council o f the 
A m erican Federation o f  Teach­
ers, the  opposition group in  Local 
5 resigned fro m  the loca l re ­
cen tly  in  o rder to  fa c il ita te  the 
council’s p lan to  revoke the lo - 

.cal’s charte r.
A t  the  ta i l  o f th is  opposition 

stood those who fo llo w  the line  
o f the “ W orkers”  P a r ty  o f M ax 
Shachtman. They w ent a long w ith  
th is  an ti-un ion  scheme, w ith  
Shachtm an’s blessing. N o w  
Shachtm an expla ins in  an ed ito r­
ia l (La bo r A ction , Feb. 24):

“ A  few  weeks ago we re ­
ported the  res igna tion  o f a 
group o f progressive and lib ­
e ra l teachers fro m  the New 
Y o rk  Teachers U n ion, Local 5, 
because they could no t stomach 
the S ta lin is t P o licy  and bureau­
cratism .

“ However, t h i s  d issident 
group did  n o t question the 
r ig h t  o f Local 5’s several thou­
sand members to  have a union 
o f th e ir  own, served by leaders 
o f th e ir  own choosing and 
shaped according to  th e ir  own 
policies. The group did no t p ro ­
pose th a t the  cha rte r o f Local 
5 be lifte d . Instead, faced w ith

th is  p a rtic u la r s itua tion , the 
group called upon the ' executive 
council to  cha rte r a second loc­
a l in  New Y o rk  which would be 
able to  organize the teachers 
repelled by S ta lin ism .”  

Shachtman d idn ’t  know  the 
gun was loaded. “ A l l ”  he wanted 
was a dual local set up in  the 
same ju r is d ic tio n  as Local 5. 
W h a t e ffec t w ould th a t,  have on 
the Rapp-Coudert Com m ittee’s 
w itc h -h u n t aga inst Local 5? 
Shachtman doesn’t  say. W h a t e f­
fe c t w ou ld  th a t have on the 
s tru g g le  o f Local 5 to secure re ­
ins ta tem ent in the C entra l Trades 
L a b o r  Council ? Shachtman 
doesn’t  say. W h a t e ffe c t could 
th a t have on the prestige  o f Loc­
a l 5 in  rep resenting  its  6,000 
members in  collective ba rga in ing  
w ith  the c ity  ? Shachtm an doesn’t  
say. He doesn’t  dare say, i t ’s so 
c lear w h a t the answer is.

“ A l l ”  he wanted was to  have 
the p ro -w a r E xecu tive Council o f 
the A m erican Federation o f 
Teachers brand Local 5 and its  
6,000 members as a quarantined 
rese rva tion  lim ite d  to  S ta lin is ts , 
w h ile  a l l o ther teachers should 
belong to  another local.

T h a t to  leave Local 5 m eant

to  desert the bona-fide union o f 
the teachers; th a t to  leave Local 
5 m eant to  desert in  the  face o f 
the class enem y (the  Rapp- 
Coudert Com m ittee, the c ity  ad­
m in is tra tio n , e tc .) ; th a t to  leave 
Local 5 m eant a p r io r  agreem ent 
w ith  the w ar-m ongers o f the 
Executive Council w h ich  could 
on ly  mean a b low  to  un ion ism ; 
a ll th is  was p la in  to  the naked 
eye— but no t to Shachtm an’s.

T h is m uch is  tru e  a b o u t  
Shachtm an’s a lib i. He never does 
th in k  th in gs  th rou gh  to  the  end. 
T h is  isn ’t  the f ir s t  tim e  th a t, 
a f te r  the damage is done, he 
cla im s he d idn ’t  know  the gun 
was loaded.

T h a t doesn’t  make h im  any the 
less responsible fo r  conn iv ing  a t 
the destruction  o f Local 5. The 
least Shachtman m ig h t now have 
done would have been to  ca ll upon 
the teachers o f the opposition 
group to  rescind th e ir  res igna­
tions and to  re tu rn  to  Local 5. 
B u t Shachtm an d idn ’t  do tha t.

A n y  o f the  teachers who re ­
signed fro m  Local 5 who have a 
spark o f class consciousness le f t  
w i l l  now repud ia te  “ advisors”  
like  Shachtm an and re tu rn  to  the 
f ir in g  line  in  Local 5.

SW P Is Campaigning For 
Connolly, ALP Candidate
Asks United Labor Support For Congressional Candidate In 
17th New York District; Criticises His Pacifist Program

After an intensive campaign o f gathering signatures to place 
A rthur Burch on the ballot as the Trotskyist anti-war candidate 
in ihe 17th Congressional district election, Local New York of 
the Socialist Workers Party decided last Saturday to withdraw 
Burch when Eugene P. Connolly was announced as the candidate 
of the New York County (left wing) American Labor Party. Up 
until the announcement of Connolly’s candidacy, the SWP was 
the only working class party in the district campaigning for a. 
place on the ballot.

The decision to withdraw was taken in order to unite the 
workers in the district behind one independent labor candidate 
in  opposition to the w ar-m onger- 
ing  Dem ocratic and Republican 
candidates.

Tw o conferences have been 
held between representatives o f 
the SW P and Eugene Connolly 
and Sam B linken  o f the A LP . 
over w ays and means- to help the 
A m erican Labor P a rty  in the 
cam paign.

W h ile  suppo rting  the candidacy 
o f Connolly, the SW P critic ises 
the p u re ly  pa c ifis t and u top ian  
character o f the A L P  a n ti-w a r 
program .

A L P  P A C IF IS T  PRO G RAM
In  his statem ents to  the press 

Eugene Connolly has declared 
h im se lf opposed to  the  lease-lend 
b ill as an “ a n t iiw a r  candidate.”

So fa r ,  so good. B u t there  is 
no t a sing le  w ord  by Connolly 
o r any o f his associates propos­
in g  an a lte rn a tive  to  the  w a r 
plans o f the S ix ty  Fam ilies. N o t 
a sing le  w ord !

H ow  should the  w orkers m eet 
the argum ents o f the S ix ty 'F a m - 
ilies  th a t armed forces m ust be 
tra in ed  to defend the  coun try?
The A L P  has no th in g  to  say.

How  can the w orkers end the 
crises and w ars  o f cap ita lism  fo r  
ever? The A L P  has no th ing  to 
say.

The le f t  w in g  leaders o f the 
A L P  confine themselves s im p ly  
to  shou ting  aga inst the e n try  o f 
the U n ited  S ta te s 'in to  the w a r, 
an e n try  w h ich  a ll class-conscious 
w orkers  can see is inevitab le .

The A L P  in  b r ie f o ffe rs  the 
w orkers no th ing  except pacifist 
phrases.

The S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a r ty , , 
on the o ther hand, o ffe rs  a rea l 
p ro g ra m , a rea l a lte rn a tive  to  
th e 'w a r plans o f the S ix ty  F am i­
lies; T h is  is o u r m il i ta r y  p ro ­
g ram , w h ich  advocates trade  
union con tro l o f m il ita ry  t r a in ­
in g  and the  estab lishm ent o f o f ­
ficers’ t ra in in g  camps fo r  w o rk ­
ers.

The S ix ty  F am ilies  say th a t i t

is necessary to  tra in  the w orkers 
to defend the country . O ur a lte r­
na tive  is fo r  the w orkers to  con­
tro l m il ita ry  tra in in g . Since i t  is 
the worker's who m ust do the 
tra in in g , the fig h tin g , and the  dy ­
ing, the y  have f u l l  r ig h t  to  com­
plete con tro l o f th e ir  own ranks 
as soldiers.

The S ix ty  F am ilies  te ll the 
w orkers to  g ive b lind  obedience 
to  W est P o in t and A nnapo lis  o f­
ficers. O ur a lte rn a tiv e  is, tra in  
the w orkers  to  become officers. 
The men who have d istingu ished 
themselves in  the  un ions— they, 
as o ffice rs chosen by  the  men, 
can be depended on to  cap itu la te  
ne ithe r to fo re ign nor domestic 
fascists. ,

O n ly  the w orkers  themselves 
can make sure th rou gh  th e ir  own 
con tro l th a t the  arm ed forces are 
no t u tilize d  by W a ll S tree t fo r  
im p e r ia lis t w a r to  seize m arke ts 
and colonies and increase the 
p ro fits  o f the S ix ty  F am ilies.

In  the tw o Conferences w ith  
Eugene Connolly and Sam B lin ­
ken, the representatives o f the 
SW P presented the  above posi­
tio n  and announced that,, toge th ­
er w ith  ou r sup po rt o f  C onno lly  
as the on ly  labo r candidate op­
posed to  the boss candidates, we 
intended to  c r it ic is e  his pac ifis t 
p la tfo rm .

R A L L Y  O N M A R C H  6
P lans have now been completed 

by the SW P fo r  a mass a n ti-w a r 
ra l ly  in suppo rt o f Eugene Con­
n o lly  a t the  T ra n sp o rt H a ll on 
Thursday evening, M arch 6.

Tens o f thousands o f lea fle ts  
are be ing d is tr ibu te d  in  the 17th 
Congressional d is tr ic t  announcing 
the ra l ly  where the  T ro tsky is ts  
w i l l  exp la in  w h y  they support the 
candidate o f the  ALP.-

W O R K E R S ’ LE T T E R S
Repercussions o f the SW P cam­

pa ign were m anifested in  a num ­
ber o f le tte rs  enclosing con tribu ­

tions and co n g ra tu la tin g  the SW P 
on its  p rogram  fo r  ending cap­
ita l is t  w a r. The fo llo w in g  le tte r  
is ty p ic a l:

“ I  am pleased to know  th a t 
y o u r group has decided to  con­
test p o lit ic a lly  the  bourgeois pa r­
ty  hacks o f the 17th Congression­
a l d is tr ic t.  I  w o rk  in  y o u r Con­
gressional d is tr ic t  and was elated 
to have been approached by a 
canvasser fo r  signatures. U n fo r ­
tun a te ly  I  cannot cast m y  vote 
fo r  y o u r candidate— I  live  ou t­
side the d is tr ic t—'but a t least I  
can con tribu te  som eth ing m a te r­
ia l to  your, I  m ay say our, s tru g ­
gle  aga ins t a  m u tu a lly  repres­
sive social system . I  o f fe r  m y  
sincerest wishes fo r  success in  
yo u r ven ture .”  T h is  le tte r, enclos­
in g  a con tribu tion , was signed 
R. M.

The fo llo w in g  le tte r  was signed 
by L . B.:

“ Enclosed please find  tw o  h a rd - 
earned and sorely-needed do lla rs  
w h ich  i t  nevertheless g ives m e 
the g reatest pleasure to  c o n trib ­
u te  spec ifica lly  to  the Burch« cam ­
pa ign fund. The decision o f the  
SW P to  en te r a candidate in  the 
17th d is tr ic t  Congressional elec­
t io n  is an exce llent step and ex­
tre m e ly  tim e ly . N ow  w ith  the im ­
m in en t passage o f the Roosevelt 
w a r and d ic ta to rsh ip  b i l l  and the 
sim ultaneous disappearance o f a ll 
s ig n ifica n t d iffe rence between the 
outspoken w ar-m ongers and the 
phoney ‘iso la tion is ts ,’ i t  is  p a r­
t ic u la r ly  u rg e n t to  awaken the 
w o rk in g  people and arouse them  
to  the  rea l a lte rn a tive  aga ins t 
the ‘na tiona l defense u n ity ’ o f the 
w ar-m aking class —  in  fac t the 
on ly  a lte rn a tive — the  p rog ram  o f 
m ilita n t,  re v o lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t 
a n ti-w a r action.

“ L e t us see the name and p ro ­
g ram  o f the SW P earned in to  
every nook and c ran ny  o f the  
17th d is tr ic t  w ith  such v ig o r, de­
te rm in a tio n  and p u b lic ity  as to  
s ta rtle  the p ro s titu te  press in to  
ta k in g  a n g ry  notice o f T ro ts k y is t 
a c tiv ity . The resu lts  o f  such e f­
fo r ts  should be the spread o f 
knowledge o f the  SW P and its  
m il ita n t p rogram  th rou gh ou t the 
leng th  and breadth o f the c ity , 
and the cam paign can serve as 
an exce llent p re lim in a ry  sk irm ish  
fo r . th e  co in ing m ayo ra lty  bat­
t le .”

:jr sj: *

(See ed ito ria l, page 6.)

UAW-CIO Gets A Taste 
Of Wartime Unionism
Three-fold Pressure of Corporations, Govenment Agencies And 
Top Union Leadership Bears Down; But The Ranks Are Learning

FLIN T , Mich. Feb. 22—The United Automobile Workers 
of America. CIO, was confronted this week with the fu ll con­
sequences of war unionism—the unionism which faces terrific 
governmental repression, arrogant employers, and a crumbling, 
cowardly top leadership of the union.

In Flint, the Fisher Body 1 management discharged today 
not less than 81 union m ilitants who were involved last week in 
a dispute on the trim  line. The dispute occurred when a union 
man was suspended as punishment for allegedly “ shooting spit- 
balls around the plant.”  When this man was not returned to work 
the following day, several hundred men on the trim  line where 
he worked refused to s ta rt p ro - ,

1 w a lkou ts have ac tua lly  increased 
in  the last couple of weeRs; th is  
is an inevitab le  resu lt of the cow­
a rd ly  po licy  of the UAW  leader­
ship.

U n fo rtuna te ly , under the given 
conditions o f w a r un ionism , these 
unauthorized actions are o ften 
very d iff ic u lt  to w in , since they 
are repelled by a un ited fro n t o f 
the employers, the governm ent 
and the un ion top leadership. An 
example is the recent action at 
the Hudson M otor Car company, 
where the union, w ith  Thomas and 
Frankensteen as spokesmen, en­
dorsed the company’s action in  
suspending fo r  s ix  m onths fou r 
m ilita n ts  who were involved in  
an alleged unauthorized action.

A no ther even m ore flag ran t 
case was the Vanadium  corpora­
t io n  dispute in  Pennsylvania, in  
w h ich  the UAW -CIO In te rn a tion a l 
leadership is reported to have en­
dorsed the company’s action in  
suspending 400 men who were in ­
volved in  a w a lkou t. T h is  s trike , 
however, was fo rtu n a te ly  too w e ll 
organized by the m il ita n t  local 
un ion men to be tho rough ly  de­

duction, They were a ll sent home 
by the company. The next day 
the dispute was settled by a ll men 
re tu rn in g  to w ork a t the un ion ’s 
request.

The company however, ta k in g  
as a precedent the case of the 17 
men suspended several months 
ago, in  w h ich  Reuther-Thomas 
and Co. took the side of the com 
pany against the un ion men, fo l 
lowed up the case and today d is­
charged the 81 men, fee ling  con­
fident th a t the in te rna tiona l lead­
ersh ip would take a s im ila r  pro- 
company position on the cases.

The F ishe r Local No. 581, Hen­
ry  W ilson, President, announced, 
was discussing today w hat action 
to. take in  th is  s itua tion .

M eanwhile, the UAW -CIO was 
faced w ith  increasing national 
and state governm ental pressure 
in  a ll and any disputes.

Governor M urra y  D. Van W ag­
goner o f M ich igan, elected by the’ 
support o f the CIO, made a state­
ment last week in  connection w ith  
the M otor Wheel s tr ik e  in  Lans­
ing, th a t the fu l l  streng th  of the 
State Police would be used to give
protection in  “ defense" s trikes  t o ! fea ted by th is  k ind  o f company

union action on the p a rt o f the 
top leaders.

More and more auto workers 
are beg inn ing to understand what 
now faces them. H illm a n ’s action 
in  openly endorsing a new giant 
con tract to Ford  fo r  the produc­
tio n  o f bomber pa rts  has taugh t

scabs.
E very  s tr ik e  notice filed by a l­

most any un ion in  M ichigan, now' 
is met w ith  the infam ous 30-day 
w a itin g  period w h ich  is Invoked 
by the state labor m ediation 
board.

The num ber o f “ unau thorized"

them the m eaning of the Office 
fo r  P roduction Management and 
H illm a n ’s an ti-un ion  role.

There is no doubt th a t  as a re­
su lt o f the three-way barrage 
against m ilita n c y — from  the big  
guns of the employers, th e ir  gov­
ernm ent and the un ion bureauc­
ra ts— a certa in  am ount o f fear 
has permeated m any o f the auto 
workers. T h is  is also inev itab le  
and understandable under present 
conditions.

M E N  A R E  L E A R N IN G
B u t th is  fear is  tempered w ith  

a g row ing  understand ing o f the 
problems now con fron ting  the un­
ion, a d is illus ionm en t w ith  the 
conservative leadership, and an 
increasing de term ination  to pro­
tect and defend th e ir  un ion under 
any and a ll conditions.

The dozens o f walkouts, slow­
downs, s trikes and p lan t s trug ­
gles in  recen t weeks and months, 
on ly  prove th a t the auto w orkers 
are not licked by any means. They 
are s t i l l  the courageous figh ters 
who battered down the greatest 
an ti-un ion corporations in  1937. 
Above a ll, they now need leader­
ship. g u id a n c e 'in  the ever more 
complicated and serious struggle. 
T h is  leadership w i l l  rise, and can 
today be seen developing from  
deep down among the ranks.

And these new leaders w il l  cha l­
lenge a ll who are cowards among 
the un ion leadership, w i l l  lock 
horns w ith  the employers and 
w ill,  in  th e ir  greatest rea liza tion  
o f streng th  and power, challenge 
the reactionary  governm ental ma­
chine w h ich  threatens th e ir  un­
ions and th e ir  conditions. These 
are the men who w i l l  lead the 
auto workers tom orrow , and who 
w il l  be the leaders of the trem en­
dous figh t against the im p e ria lis t 
w ar w h ich  is the d irect cause of 
the dangerous cu rre n t th rea t to 
the  existence o f unionism .
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Stalin's New List Of Scapegoats
Heads Roll For 
His Bankruptcy
List Of Purged is, In Reality, A List 
Of Industries Which Are In Dire Crisis

(f>~

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
Maxim Litvinov lias been-expelled from the Central Com­

mittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Public no­
tice has been served on Premier and Commissar o f Foreign A f­
fairs Molotov (by the purge of his wife) and to Commissar of 
Railways and former brother-in-law of Stalin, L. Kaganovich 
(by the censure of his brother, former Defense Industries Com­
missar M. Kaganovich), that the ashcan is ready for them. Six 
out of 72 members of the Central, Committee and 15 out of 68 
alternates have been purged, and nine members expelled from 
the Central Auditing Commission. On this the 18th Party Con­
ference has, of course, set its

PURGED WARNED PURGED

“ unanim ous”  seal o f approval.
In  S ta lin 's  system, a l l fa ilu re s  

are “ accounted”  fo r  by scape­
goats. Each o f those purged or 
censured symbolizes ' a m a jo r 
catastrophe o f the K re m lin  re ­
gim e.

. W ith  the sole exception o f L i t ­
v inov, the various d ig n ita rie s  in ­
volved in the purge held h igh 
posts no t on ly  in the p a r ty  but 
in  the key Peoples’ Com m issar­
ia ts . The cris is  convu ls ing  the 
economy contro lled by these Com­
m issa ria ts  is ind ica ted by th e 1 
purge o f these scapegoats.

C O M P A R E  S T A L IN ’S BOASTS 
W IT H  TH O S E  P U R G E D !

A ll  the S ta lin is t boasts o f suc­
cesses in ag ricu ltu re , fo r  ex­
ample, are exposed as lies by the 
sing le  fa c t th a t I. A . Benedictov, 
the Peoples’ Com m issar o f A g ­
r ic u ltu re , was one o f those ex­
pelled fro m  the C e n tra l C om m it­
tee. W as th a t expulsion Bcnedic- 
to v ’s rew ard fo r  the bum per crop 
a lleged ly harvested in  1940?

I. A . L ikhachov, another de­
posed member o f the  C entra l 
Com m ittee, was the Peoples' 
Com m issar o f M edium  M achine 
B u ild ing . He was removed from  
the C om m issaria t la s t October, 
w h ich  testifies e loquently to  the 
ca tastroph ic conditions in  th is  im ­
p o rta n t branch o f in dus try .

N . M. A ntse lovich, another ex­
pelled C. C. member, was a t the 
same tim e  removed fro m  h is  post 
as Peoples’ Com m issar o f T im ­
ber Ind us try . He is S ta lin ’s scape­
goa t fo r  “ shortcom ing's”  in  th is  
p a rtic u la r field.

E. A. Schadenko, who was “ de­
m oted”  to the position o f a lte r­
nate, was V ice-Com m issar o f De­
fense. T h is  speaks volumes about 
the collapse o f the defense in ­
dus try . .which was m ilita r iz e d  las t 
December. I f  we re fra in  fro m  
l is t in g  the others i t  is on ly  in 
order to  avoid repe tition .

The D a ily  W orker its e lf  pub­
lished the news tha t, in  add ition  
to  the expulsions, seven Peoples’ 
Commissars were warned to “ im ­
prove”  the fu n c tio n in g  o f th e ir 
Com m issariats, nam ely:

1) The Peoples’ C om m issaria t 
o f A irc ra ft .

2) The Peoples’ C om m issaria t 
o f M unitions.

3) The Peoples’ C om m issaria t 
o f E le c tr ica l Indus try .

4) The Peoples’ C om m issaria t 
o f Chemical Indus try .

5) The Peoples’ Com m issariat 
o f M arine  T ransport-

6) The Peoples’ C om m issatia t 
o f R iver T ransport.

7) The Peoples’ Commissariat, 
o f  F ish ing  Ind us try .

To th is  l is t  m ust be added the 
fo llo w in g  p a rtia l tab le  o f those 
Com m issariats w h ich were p u rg ­
ed la s t October and November, 
i.c., fo u r m onths p r io r  to the Con­
ference;

The Peoples’ Com m issariat o f 
Ferrous M e ta llu rg y .

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t o f 
N on-Ferrous M e ta llu rg y .

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t o f 
Coal.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t of 
O il.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t o f 
L ig h t Industries.

The Peoples' C om m issaria t o f 
Defense Industries.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t o f 
Ship B u ild ing .

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t of 
T ransport.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t of 
B u ild in g  Indus try .

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t of 
Com m unications.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t of 
S tate P lann ing .

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t o f 
Domestic Tradte.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t o f 
Fore ign Trade.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t o f 
H ealth .

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t of 
Justice.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t of 
Cinema.

The Peoples’ C om m issaria t of 
A r t ,

A nd  so fo r th  and so on.

S HO RT L IF E  FO R  GPU 
A N D  A R M Y  H E A D S

M any o f these Com m issariats 
were purged n o t once b u t sev­
era l tim es in  the  period since the 
F inn ish  invasion.

F o r instance in  June, 1940, 
S ta lin  com ple te ly reorganized 
the C om m issaria t o f W ar. Shap- 
oshnikov the  then C h ie f o f the 
Red A rm y ’s General S ta f f  was 
replaced by one E. A . M eretskov, 
reported ly  the hero o f the break 
th rough  the M annerheim  line. 
M eretskov was fe ted, decorated 
and raised to  the rank o f Gen­
eral. A f te r  a tenure o f less than 
e igh t m onths, he was removed 
fro m  office. Op F eb ru a ry  13, 1941 
tw o days before the Conference 
convened, he was replaced by one 
G. K . Zhukov, who was h a s tily  
elevated a t the Conference to the 
post o f a lte rna te  on the  C entra l 
Com m ittee. M cre tskov ’s name 
wasn’t  even m entioned d u rin g  the 
proceedings!

S ta lin  appa ren tly  finds i t  m ost 
d if f ic u lt  to  s tab ilize  the GPU. 
T h is  m ain p i l la r  o f h is regim e 
was reorganized on Janua ry  31, 
1941, when one M erku lov  was 
appointed in  place o f Beria , as 
Peoples’ Com m issar o f S tate Se­
c u r ity , i.e., the GPU. M erku lov 
lasted less than a m onth , to  bg 
exact some 21 days, to  be s t i l l  
more, exact he was o ff ic ia lly  re ­
moved on F ebru a ry  22, 1941. H is 
successor is as ye t unknown.

A C R U D E  A T T E M P T  TO 
CO VER U P  T H E  D E B A C L E

Im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  the ad jou rn ­
m ent o f the Conference— a t w h ich  
the m ain  reporter, M alenkov, re ­
fra ined  fro m  sum m ariz ing , in 
em ula tion, no doubt, o f S ta lin  
h im se lf who kep t his m ou th  a l-
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toge the r shut— a p lena ry  Session 
o f the “ reorganized”  C entra l 
Com m ittee was held. To cover up 
the bankrup tcy  in v o lu n ta r ily  re ­
vealed a t the five-day Conference, 
the plenum  hastened to “ p ro jec t 
a 15 Y ea r P lan.”

I f  the T h ird  F ive  Y ear P lan 
has collapsed, then the th in g  to  
do is to  cover up the debacle w ith  
a F ifte en  Y ea r P lan!

| “ Speaking o f sensational news,”  
shrieked the D a ily  W orke r “ word 
has ju s t a rrived  th a t the Soviet

Un ion is  now em barking on a 
F IF T E E N  Y E A R  P L A N . W hat 
c a p ita lis t statesm an,”  continued 
th is  firazen mouthpiece o f S ta lin , 
“ can even look th a t fa r  ahead—  
no less plan fo r  i t ? ”  (F eb ru a ry  
23, emphasis in the o r ig in a l) .

S ta lin  is once again app ly ing  
H it le r ’s m o tto : The more mon­
strous the lie , the m ore read ily  
w i l l  people believe it.

Here is the plan Stai n pro­
jects fo r  the Soviet w orkers fo r  
the cu rre n t year. “ The 1941 plan,”

declared Voznessensky, one o f 
those who took the f lo o r  a t the 
Conference, “ provides fo r  an in ­
crease in  labo r p ro d u c tiv ity  by 
12 per cent w ith  the  average 
wage increase per w o rke r o f 6.5 
percent.”  T h is  means th a t  fo r  
every “ 12 per cent”  o f his 1941 
output, every w o rke r receives not 
12 per cent in te rm s o f h is  1940 
wages bu t 5.5 percent less. In  
o the r words, s t i l l  another wage 
cu t fo r  the Soviet w o rkers ! “ Th is 
re la tio n ,”  continued Voznessen-

sky, “ between the increase in  la ­
bor p ro d u c tiv ity  and the average 
w age-is  the source o f the lo w e r­
in g  cost o f production.”  (D a ily  
W orker, F eb ru a ry  23).

The parasites in  the K re m lin  
know  o f no o the r w ay to  low er 
the costs o f production than to 
d rive  ever low er the liv in g  stand­
ards o f the masses. On the o ther 
hand, the adm in is tra to rs , engin­
eers and forem en w i l l  receive 
special bonuses, rewards, etc., as 
an incentive to  speed up the 
w orkers and ch ild  laborers.

T H E  M ASSES W IL L  
N O T E N D U R E  IT

S ta lin  and his flunkeys w e l­
come such a perspective— fo r  15 
more yea rs !— b u t' they are ob­
v iously reckoning w ith o u t the 
Soviet masses. S ta lin ’s bid fo r  
an add itiona l decade and a h a lf 
w il l meet the same fa te  a t the 
hands o f the Soviet w o rkers  as 
w i l l  H it le r ’s p lan  to  establish 
Fascis t ru le  fo r  one thousand 
years in  G erm any a t the hands 
o f the German w orkers.

A s i f  to fu r th e r  underscore 
th e ir  contem pt fo r  the Am erican 
w orkers, B row de r-M ino r and Co. 
e d ito r ia lly  advertised Voznessen- 
sky ’s re p o rt as a “ Special T re a t”  
fo r  the readers o f the D a ily  
W orker. (Feb. 22).

S ta lin  undoubtedly has o ther 
“ special tre a ts ”  to dish up du ring  
the sessions o f the Supreme 
Council o f  the USSR.

Duranty Silent 
Since Jan. 29

On January 24, the D a ily  W or­
ke r pu b lic ly  certified W a lte r D u r­
an ty  as one of those rare corres­
pondents “ interested in  news and 
not fab rica tions.”  Brow der-M inoi 
and Co. loud ly inv ited  th e ir  read­
ers to keep both eyes peeled fo r 
D u ran ty ’s dispatches. The ed ito r 
ia l was en titled  "T he re ’s News in 
the USSR fo r Those W ho W ant 
I t . ”  In  short, even i f  the D a ily  
W orker itse lf carried no news 
about the Soviet Union at the 
tim e, there w*as at least D uran ty 
to po in t to w ith  pride.

On January 29, D uran ty told 
the w orld  tha t the E ighteenth 
P arty  Conference would “ rank in 
im portance w ith  any such p rev i­
ous m eeting.”  And as we recall, 
D u ran ty  never before fa iled to re­
po rt on S ta lin 's  Conferences- 
Purges-Frameup T ria ls . Yet, m ys­
te rious ly  enough, a fte r leading up 
to th is  a ll- im p o rta n t Conference, 
D u ran ty  suddenly stopped w r i t ­
ing.

Accord ing to the D a ily  W orker 
a ll the news carried  by the btg 
m etropo litan  da ilies in  re la tion  
to the Conference was sadly in ­
adequate. • A lthough a ll the d is­
patches were as usual r ig id ly  cen­
sored by Moscow, “ the cap ita lis t 
press,”  insisted the D p ily  W orker. 
(Feb. 22) “ is e ithe r suppressing 
o r w i lfu l ly  d is to rtin g  the news.”

W ould not a D u ran ty  have re ­
medied such a sad state o f a ffa irs?  
Yet there was no D uran ty.

W hy not? W ere D u ra n ty ’s dis­

patches perhaps suppressed? I f  so, 
by whom?

Only D uran ty 's  real paymasters, 
the G.P.U., could answer the ques­
tion  fo r obviously D u ran ty ’s boost­
ers, M inor-B row der and Co., are 
not in a position to expla in any­
th ing.

From  January  29 u n t il Febru­
a ry  25 not a word by D u ran ty  
appeared. O nly on Tuesday— i. e., 
a fte r th a t em barrassing 18th P a rty  
Conference was over—did D u ran ty  
again send a dispatch to the New 
York Times and the N o rth  A m eri­
can Newspaper A lliance.

Boy Flogger Good 
Enough for Army 
He's Colonel Now

Colonel Raymond W . Combs 
was dismissed as superin ten­
dent o f the  Colorado Indus­
t r ia l  School la s t week by the 
S ta te  C iv il Service Com m is­
sion. Combs had ordered sev­
e ra l boys between 11 and 15 
years old chained together, 
flogged, and held in  so lita ry  
confinem ent.

Colonel Combs w il l  now re ­
sume active  du ty  w ith  the 
arm y.

The Negro And The U. S. Army
Negroes Were Discriminated Against In Draft O f 1917; Then Jim Crowed In Army

-B y EUG ENE VA R LIN
The Negroes were barred alm ost e n tire ly  from  

any part in  the ad m in is tra tion  of the conscrip­
tio n  laws. The D ra ft Boards were made up a l­
most exclusive ly of upper-class whites. The Ne­
groes were assigned a special corner on the d ra ft 
reg is tra tio n  card. T h is  fac ilita te d  the practice 
o f d isc rim in a tio n  against them.

The p ropo rtion  of ^Negroes inducted in to  the 
m il ita ry  service o f the U n ited States was far, 
greater than the proportion  o f Negroes in  the 
population as a whole. The Negro race formed 
10.7 percent of the to ta l population o f the coun try ; 
they provided 13.08 per cent o f the enlisted forces. 
Crowder, the Provost Marshal General, reported 
th a t of 9,562,515 w hites registered, 1,916.750 or 
20.04% were selected fo r  fu l l  m il i ta ry  services; 
of 1,078.331 colored reg is tran ts, 342,247 o r 31.74%. 
were selected. 32.53% o f the w h ites who reg is t­
ered were placed in  Class A. as compared w ith  
51.65% of the Negroes.

. The South, especially, thus d iscrim inated 
against Negroes. L. T. Long's find ings on the 
Negroes o f A thens and C larke County, Georgia, are 
a typ ica l instance of the general rule. From  
June, 1917 through September, 1918, 2,465 C larke 
County w h ites had registered as against 2,012 
Negroes.. Less Negroes than  w h ites reg is te red ; 
nevertheless, 360 blacks o r over 17% were con­
scrip ted as against on ly  262 whites o r about 
10%%.

Scott. Negfd Assistant to the W ar Departm ent, 
received a great num ber of com pla ints against 
the operation of the d ra ft, m a in ly  from  the South. 
Physically u n fit Negroes had been ra ilroaded in to  
m il ita ry  service where able w h ites had been ex­
empted. Where single w h ites escaped scotfree, 
Negroes had been “ conscripted in to  service . . . . 
w ith o u t considering th e ir  fa m ily  re la tions or o b li­
ga tions." The Provost M arshal said conscrip tion 
had been determ ined fa ir ly . O, H. W illiam s , who had 
been in  close contact w ith  the Negro soldiers dur-
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in g  the war, disputed th is . Negro farm-owners, 
he said, had been sent to camp when there were 
livestock and g row ing  crops .to (end to. A fa the r 
of five ch ild ren , o f whom the oldest was seven, 
had been a rb it ra r ily  transfe rred from  Class 4 to 
Class 1-A. “ A ll to ld ,”  W illiam s  concluded, ” . . .  
m any Negroes who had su ffic ien t cla im s fo r ex­
em ption were drafted- and sent away to camp.”

M rs. A. W. H unton and Miss K . M. Johnson, 
sent by the Y.M.C.A. to do w o rk  among I lia  col­
ored soldiers in  France, to ld  a s to ry  th a t reveals 
th is  s itua tion  better than any sta tis tics . “ One 
man from  Texas,”  they reported, "upon de live r­
in g  a company of men to a lieu tenan t whom he 
though t to be w h ite , rem arked tha t he had brought 
h im  a good bunch o f Negroes, and had p len ty 
more down there i f  he wanted them. A t firs t, 
he said, they took a ll the men who had just, 
purchased l i t t le  farm s, so th a t the prope rty  would 
soon re tu rn  to the o r ig in a l owners, and then 
they ju s t w ent th rough the coun try  and gathered 

ty them up everywhere, so th a t they could get th e ir  
fu ll quota w ith o u t sending th e ir  w h ite  boys. Of 
course, he said, the Negroes d idn ’t  know  any 
be tte r and thought they ju s t had to come.”

In  on ly  three cases did the Secretary of W ar 
remove u n fa ir  Boards from  office. The F u lton  
County, Georgia, Board, fo r  example, was d is­
missed fo r “ unw arranted exemptions and d is­
charges.”  Of 815 w h ite  men, the Board had ex­
empted 526 (62% ) on grounds o f physica l d is ­
a b ility . The sjtme board exempted on ly  s ix  of 
the 202 Negroes called!

Litvinov’s Fate: 
Molotov’s Future

S ta lin  prepared fo r .  I lie sh in  
from  the po licy o f “ People’s 
F ro n t”  and alliances w ith  "de­
mocracies" to an alliance, w it It 
H it le r  by pu rg ing  L itv in o v ’s w ile  
long before lie deposed L itv in o v  
h im se lf as Foreign Commissar in 
1939.

The question arises: Is S ta lin  
p repa ring  I lie ground fo r possible 
fu tu re  sh ifts  in  fore ign policy by 
the dem onstra tive purge o f the 
w ife  o f P rem ier and Commissar 
of Foreign A ffa irs  V. M. M olotov?

Furthe rm ore , w hat is the sig­
nificance o f the to ta l e lim in a tio n  
o f L itv in o v  h im self? Such moves 
are not undertaken casually or 
accidenta lly h.v the K re m lin . L i l-

ity  in to  (lie  lim eligh t, to be purg­
ed, i t  was not. w ith  an eye to 
domestic consum ption alone.

In add ition , the present ambas­
sador to H itle r ,  one V. G. Peka- 
uozov, has taken L itv in o v 's  place 
on the Central Committee. A t (ho 
same tim e. Maisky, I lie Ambassa­
dor to England, was ra the r con 
sp ic tio iis ly  elevated to the posi­
tion  of a lte rnate . A “ pledge" to 
H it le r  is thus supplemented by a 
gesture toward the “ democracies.”

S ta lin  is thus preparing  fo r me 
fu tu re  in  his customary hand-to- 
mouth, tem poriz ing  and evasive 
m anlie r. In the event th a t H it le r  
suffers a m a jo r reverse In the 
B litz  against B rita in , S ta lin  has

v in o v  was purged fo r fa ilu re  “ to eve ry th ing  prepared fo r a. sh ift 
fu l f i l l  b is ob ligations.”  What, “ o h -¡to  an alignm ent w ith  Loudon and 
liga tio ns ” ? L itv in o v  lias held no : W ashington. It not, then Molotov 
public office since 1939. I f  he was | w il l keep his job (and head) a 
nevertheless dragged from  obscuu-1 w h ile  longer.

1. Permanent Revolution in American His­
tory— By W illiam  F. Warde.

A study of the development of American his­
tory in the light of the Marxist theory of perm­
anent revolution; sketching the main causes and 
characteristics; consequences of revolutionary 
movements; their internal inter-connections, in­
ternational roots and meaning; their rise and fall.

1. A m erican and W orld  H is to ry .
2. The Colon ia l R evolt and the C onstitu tion .
3. The Degeneration o f the F ir s t  Am erican 

Revolution. The A u tocracy  o f the Slave 
Pow er; the New R evo lu tiona ry  Forces.

4. The Second A m erican Revolu tion : The Role 
o f the In d u s tr ia l W orkers du rin g  the C iv il 
W ar.

5. The Dem ocratic D ic ta to rsh ip  erf the  B ou r­
geoisie. -

6. The Com ing A m erican  Revolution.
Mondays— 7:10 to 8:10 P.M.—6 Sessions 51.00

II. American Labor Movements— By Lvdia 
Beidel.

A study of the principles, composition, func­
tion. and history of the various labor organiza­
tions.

1. E a r ly  Stages o f Trade Union ism  in  the U.S.
2. K n ig h ts  o f Labor and the M o lly  M aguires.
3. W estern Federation o f M iners and the 

I.W .W .
4. The A m erican  Federation o f  Labor.
5. The A .F .L .— C.I.O. S p lit  and the C.I.O.
6. General Trade U nion P rincip les.

Mondays— 8:50 to 10:20 P.M.— 6 Sessions $1.00

I I I .  The World at War— By Jack Weber.
This course applies Marxist analysis— and

makes some predictions on that basis— to the 
various aspects of World War I I  as to the future.

1. Can the B r it is h  E m p ire  Surv ive? Im p e ria l­
ism and Colonia l Revolt.

2. Japan and the U n ited  Suites: S trugg le  fo r  
Asia.

3. South A m erica : The Good N e ighbor Clench­
es the F is t.

. 4. Ita lia n  and German Fascism and the W ar.
5. The USSR and W ar. W hich Side S ta lin?
6. Im p e ria lis t W a r and the Class S trugg le . 

The W orkers and tile  W ar.
Wednesdays— 7:10 to 8:10—6 sessions $1.00

IV. Trade Unionism and Politics— By Far­
rell Dobbs.

An analysis of the crisis now facing the trade 
unions in the face of AVorld War I I .  A study of 
the daily problems of the workers and the strat­
egy of militant leadership in the struggle against 
the bosses.

1. The Inside S to ry  o f the A F L  and CIO 
Bureaucracies.

2. M a rx is t S tra teg y  in M edia tion, A rb itra tio n  
and N ego tia tion  o f T rade  U n ion Contracts.

3. H ow  to Lead a M il ita n t  S trike .
4. The Role o f the Trade Unions in  the Epoch 

o f W ars and Revolutions.
5. The Necessity fo r  the Trade Unions to  E n ­

te r  P o litics.
6. M achine C ontro l— The Boss Mechanism  fo r  

S te r iliz in g  O rganized Labor.
Wednesdays— 8:50 to 10:20— 6 sessions $1.00

Tacit session w ill be followed by ;i question and discussion period where the students may 
contribute and raise problems in which they are especially interested.

REG ISTR ATI ON ATT EN DA N C E
R eg is tra tion  m ay be made a t (lie  school office. Those who do no t w ish to re g is te r fo r  a fu l l

116 U n ive rs ity  Place, every day (except Sunday), course m ay attend sing le  lectures. The charge
between 12 noon and 7 P.M ., o r by m a il. fo r  single lectures w il l  be tw e n ty -five  cents.

W hile  O ffice rs  Over B lack Troops
I t  was the po licy o f the  W ilson  governm ent 

to subordinate the Negro troops to w h ite  officers. 
The very O ffic ia l Order tha t created the 92nd 
D iv is ion, com pris ing the m a jo r ity  o f the Negro 
combat troops, established the color line  in  the 
officers’ s ta ff— w ith  the w h ite  officers on top. 
Adjutant-Genera] McCain instructed the d iv is io n ’s 
commanding general: “ F o llow ing  officers of D iv ­
ision w il l  he w h ite : A ll officers o f general and 
field rank, suc.lt medical officers and ve te rina rians 
as the Surgeon-General may designate, a ll officers 
attached to D iv is ion  Headquarters except the 
L ieutenants o f the Headquarters troops . . . ”  etc.

These w h ite  officers were not chosen because 
of th e ir  technical a b ili ty  but because they came 
from  the w h ite  ru lin g  class. They were to dom­
inate in  the a rm y ju s t as they dominated in  c iv il 
society. Very often the w h ite  officers show«! 
themselves to he igno ran t of the a r t o f w a r, in ­
fe r io r  to the Negroes as soldiers, cow ard ly in 
battle. “ The 92nd D iv is ion  p a rtic u la r ly ,”  reports 
the noted scholar W . E . B. Du Bois, “ was made 
a dum ping ground fo r poor and inexperienced o f­
ficers seeking prom otion.”  Mason and F u rr , two 
Negro officers, pointed out in th e ir  hook ou the 
Negro combat troops, tha t the Colonel of the 
372nd N ational Guard u n it  had selected fo r his 
field officers m ostly  w h ite  la w y e rs . "d isqua lified  
by the (N a tiona l Guard) un its  they were fo rm erly  
w ith ...”  “ A very s in gu la r s itua tion  was created,”  
rem ark Mason and F u rr, “ when i t  was found tha t 
the colonel was also in  the same category."

D r. D ll Bois spoke to Negro troops on the 
field of ba ttle  and was able to acqua int h im self 
w ith  the real character of these w h ite  officers. 
Hero are two of the cases w h ich  lie reports:

The 368th Regim ent w ent in to  ba ttle  on the 
Argonuo on September 21th, 191X. M ajor Elser. 
a w h ile , got j i t te r y  on the 26th. l ie  w ith d re w  
pa rt o f his troops w ithouL in fo rm in g  the rest, 
leaving them  to face tlie  music alone as best they

could. He was sent to- a hosp ita l fo r “ psycho- 
neurosis,”  "w h ich ,”  Du Bois commented, “ often 
covers a m u ltitu d e  o f sins.”  As a rew ard fo r  
va lor, he was la te r prom oted to the position of 
L ieutenant-Colonel and trans fe rred  to  a Labor 
B a tta lion  where i t  was a l i t t le  safer.

M ajor B. F. N o rris , a w h ite  New Y ork  lawyer, 
a P la ttsburg  graduate, and w ith  no previous ex­
perience, was placed in  command of the 368th 
Regim ent on September 27th. He gave the troops 
co n tra d ic to ry ' orders and a num ber of casualties 
resulted. On September 28th a t 6:30 P. M., “ Ma­
jo r  N o rr is  w ithdrew , leaving a platoon under 
L ieu te na n t Dent on line  ignorant o f the command 
to "w ithdraw . They escaped fin a lly  unaided du r­
in g  the n ig h t.’V  N o rr is  le ft  h is u n it  on some 
s lig h t p re text and thus avoided action. La ter, 
lie had the ga ll to describe the Negroes as “ rank 
cowards.”

D r. Du Bois cites several o ther instances of 
a s im ila r  nature. The w h ite  officers attem pted 
to s h if t  the burden o f g u ilt  fo r  the fa ilu re  o f the 
f irs t Argonne d rive  to the shoulder o f th e ir  sub­
ord inate  Negro officers. In  fact, m any o f the 
la tte r  were court-m arshalled fo r  cowardice.

A common practice was to place southern w h ile  
officers in  command' of the Negro troops. The 
Colonel o f the 371st In fa n try  was “ a southern 
gentlem an w ith  the w e ll-know n p ro c liv itie s  6 f the 
’South-in-the-Saddle’ in  h is  veins.”  N ine ty  per 
cent of the officers of the 371st were from  N o rth  
Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee, gradu­
ates of the F irs t  Officers T ra in in g  Camps. A lla n  
Greer, C h ief of S ta ff of the  92nd D iv is ion , sent 
a le tte r to a U n ited States Senator in  w h ich  he 
slandered his Negro officers and men. Greer said 
he w ro te “ not on ly  from  the m il ita ry  po in t of 
view  but from  the po in t of view w h ich  a ll South­
erners h a v e . . . ”

These un iform ed slave-drivers brought th e ir  
habits in to  the arm y. Even the Secretary of 
W ar’s assistant, Scott, w r i t in g  iu  the cautious 
vein of an o ffic ia l h is to rian , noted,, th a t "It. was 
alleged in uunterous cases th a t w h ite  officers and 
w h ite  ’non-coms’ requ ired o f them (the Negro 
troops) unusually hard tasks under the m ost t r y ­
in g  circumstances and frequen tly  cursed them, 
heat them, domineered over them as i f  they were 
‘slaves,’...and 'app lied to them a il m anner of epi­
thets... such as ‘nigger,’ ‘darkey,’ ‘coon,’ and other 
objectionable term s.”  In  the sum m er’ o f 1918, the 
W ar D epartm ent received a "flood of com pla ints”  
against th is  trea tm ent from  the various Negro 
camps. Scott m ust record th a t Negroes faced 
“ long periods o f im prisonm ent in  guard-houses 
and stockades i f  they dared to resent any in d ig ­
n i ty  o r fa ile d  to  p e rfo rm  ‘ im possib le’ tasks.”

The. Negro so ld ie r had no legal p ro tection  
aga ins t the in d ig n itie s  o f  the officers. F o r  a rm y  
rules requ ire  a ll com pla ints to he made by a sol­
d ie r through his im m ediate com m anding officer. 
A v ic ious c irc le ! The w h ite  officer was both de­
fendant and judge. The Negro had no legal 
means to break the vicious c ircle. As is usual where 
legal means do not ex is t there were desperate 
resorts to illega l means. M any of the southern 
officers o f the 371st Regim ent “ were a rrogan t 
and overbearing . . . I t  is rum ored . . .  ” , Dr. Dn 
Bois reports, “ tha t a fte r .the firs t ba ttle  ( in  the 
Argonne) the num ber o f casualties among the 
meanest of th e ir  officers led to some so rt of 
m utua l understandings.”

(A  th ird  a rtic le  iu  (h is  series w il l  appear 
ne x t week.)
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By ALBERT PARKER

Fate of France's Negro Troops
The most in te res tin g  story o f Die week was 

undoubtedly the banner s to ry  in  The P ittsbu rgh  
Courier, under the t it le  “ H a lf  M illio n  B lack Men 
K ille d  To Save Honor of France.”  by R. W a lle r 
Merguson, I he Courier's  w ar correspondent, who 
lias jus t returned from  Europe.

In  this, the firs t of a series, Merguson te lls  a 
s to ry  which lias never before been prin ted, the 
account of what happened to at least a m illio n  
Negro soldiers who were drawn out ot' the A f r i­
can colonies and in to  the French a rm y as shock 
troops to stop the oncom ing Nazi w a r machine.

No one has w ritte n  about i t  before on ly because 
both the French and the Germans don’t  want 
the tru th  to come out, says Merguson. T ha t tru th  
is th a t these Negro soldiers were mowed down 
in  cold blood! A’o prisoners were taken. These 
colored soldiers are not in  Germany, they are not 
in  any part o f France, occupied or unoccupied, 
they were never sent back to A frica .

Since the a rtic le  is copyrigh t, and “ reproduc­
tion  in whole or in  pa rt expressly forb idden.”  we 
are unable to say much more about it .  Our ad­
vice : don’t fa il to get a copy o f the Feb. 22nd 
C o urie r!

*  *  *

The Poll Tax Fight
Action is being undertaken th is  week to pe ti­

tio n  the House o f Representatives to b ring  I I .  R. 
B i l l  1021. the an ti-po ll tax measure, out o f com­
m ittee. so tha t open discussion and a VDle may be 
held on it in  Congress.

T h is  b i l l provides th a t fa ilu re  to pay po ll 
taxes sha ll not he used to prevent anyone from  
vo tin g  fo r  candidates fo r  federal office. A lthough, 
consequently, i t  provides fo r on ly a very p a rtia l 
re fo rm , i t  is certa in  th a t i t  w i l l  be fought tooth 
and n a il by the po ll tax po litic ian s  who sm oth­
ered the an tl-lynch b il l to  death a fte r a pe tition  
had brought th a t measure to the flo o r in  last 
year’s session o f Congress.

Judas Goats (Colored)
A fra n k  and honest, statem ent th is  week by 

Dr. Rayford W. Logan, cha irm an of the N ational 
Com m ittee on the P a rtic ipa tion  of the Negro in  
N a tiona l Defense, d id  m uch th is  week to advance 
the cause of abolish ing J im  Crowism  in  the a rm ­
ed forces.

Logan stated tha t the three colored men hold­
in g  ad m in is tra tive  assistant posts (H astie  of the 
Departm ent of W ar, Johnson of selective service, 
and Weaver o f the N ationa l Defense A dv isory  
Committee) had been appointed on ly  to serve as 
“ ba rrie rs ”  against Negro “ pressure groups”  and 
were being used to give them  “ a grand ru n ­
around.”

Anyone w ho tr ie d  to deny th is  w o u ld  be a 
fool. These men are the salesmen of the J im  
Crow policies o f the ad m in is tra tion . T h e ir mere 
presence is supposed to re fu te  the well-known 
“ w h ite  supremacy”  theories o f the w ar and navy 
departments. J im  Crow announcements, com ing 
from  the lips  o f colored men, are supposed to 
sound better.

* * *

Jim Crow in "Defense" Jobs
A classical example of the endless c irc le  of 

the runaround being given Negro labor by both 
the government, and the bosses can be observed iq  
the story of the Nashville , Tennessee branch of 
the N.A.A.C.P., which has been pa rry ing  on an 
active campaign to a ttem pt to get Negroes in to  
Indus try .

F irs t  the branch tr ie d  to get a defense tra in in g  
course from  the governm ent and the local school 
board so tha t Negroes would be able to get some 
tra in in g  and qu a lify  fo r sk illed  and sem i-skilled 
jobs in  the N ashville  p lan t of the Vultee A irc ra ft  
Company.

B u t the local school board rep lied tha t there 
was l i t t le  chance o f such a course being opened 
to Negro workers, because the Vultee management 
would not employ Negroes “ in  sk illed  capacities, 
even i f  p roperly tra ined persons were available.”

The branch then turned to the management of 
Vultee. The rep ly  of the in d u s tr ia l re la tions 
manager was th a t they “ do not now believ.e i t  
advisable to include colored people w ith  our reg­
u la r w o rk in g  force. We may, at a la te r date, be 
in  a position to add some colored people in  m inor 
capacities such as porters and cleaners.”

*  *  *

“ F rom  th is  distance,”  says an Afro-Am erican  
ed ito ria l en titled  “ W hy We Are For H enry  Ford,”  
“ i t  doesn’t seem to us ha lf so im p o rtan t whether 
o r not the Ford plants are organized, as w hether 
the Ford p rinc ip le  of equal opportun ities fo r  a ll 
workers shall surv ive  and flo u rish .”  (The “ Ford 
p rinc ip le  of equal o p po rtu n ity ”  referred to is the 
po licy o f h ir in g  Negroes as “ s tr ik e  insurance" 
and theatening to fire  them  i f  they jo in  the CIO 
union t ry in g  to organize the Ford. Em pire.)

“ F rom  th is  distance,”  tha t is, from  B altim ore , 
i t  may not seem so im p o rtan t to an ed ito ria l 
w r ite r  but to the Ford Negro w orkers who have 
to w ork  a t a  pay 10c. an hour lower than the 
na tiona l average for- auto w orkers and who have 
to endure an inhum an speed-up w hich leaves them 
lim p  and a lm ost life less a f te r  w ork, i t  seems a 
good deal more im portan t.

*  *  *

W arn ing  was served on the A F L  Executive 
Council by the NAACP tha t i f  certa in  A F L  un­
ions, such as the m achin ists, do not cease d is­
c r im in a tio n  against Negro workers, they would 
"have no other resource”  than to seek leg is la tion 
am ending the N a tiona l Labor Relations A c t to 
deny , such unions the r ig h t o f collective bar­
ga in ing.

The fac t th a t Negroes are even th in k in g  of 
such action m ust serve as real food fo r thought 
fo r  the ranks of the A F L  unions. As long as the 
A F L  perm its  such th ings  t.o go oh, the un ion 
movement w ill never be safe. W h ite  workers, to 
protect themselves as w e ll as th e ir  colored b ro th­
ers, m ust open the gates of the labor unions to 
them.

By L I  F U -J E N
Tard ily  and cautiously the Stalinists have been compelled 

to admit that which 1 iarl Browder at first sought lo conceal— 
namely, that the recent attack upon the New Fourth Arm y in 
China was conceived, prepared and executed by Chiang Kai- 
shek.

W ithout a single glance back at the statement by Fail Brow­
der in the Sunday Worker of Feb. 2, in which he asserted that 
' it is utter nonsense to speak as if  this break originated in China, 
or with Chiang,” the Daily Worker last week printed reports 
from Hongkong in which Chiang Kai-shek and the Koumintang 
regime arc clearly made responsible for the m ilita ry  action in 
which several thousand peasant Fighters o f the New Fourth Army 
were slaughtered fo r  alleged in ­
subord ination.

A  S ta lin is t re p o rt on Feb. 19 
re fe rre d  to  the action as “ a b ru ­
ta l and m urderous massacre . . .  
by overw helm ing numbers o f 
w e ll-a rm ed Governm ent troops,”  
th a t is, by troops o f Gen. Chiang 
Kai-shek. A  second report, ap­
pearing  Feb. 22 in fo rm ed the 
w o rld  th a t the  Chinese Com m un­
is t P a rty  had subm itted “ a fo r th ­
r ig h t  demand th a t the C hungking 
governm ent o f C hiang K ai-shek 
rescind its  o rder disbanding the 
New F ou rth  A rm y  and a t once 
set Gen. Yeh T in g  free  and re ­
store him  to  h is position as head 
o f th a t a rm y .”

T W E L V E  D E M A N D S
The Chinese C om m unist P a rty , 

i t  was revealed, has subm itted a 
series o f tw elve demands to 
Chiang K a i-shek w h ich are de­
signed to remove “ f r ic t io n  in  the 
un ited f ro n t ”  w ith  the C entra l 
Governm ent, “ in s is tin g  on th e ir  
im m ediate and fu l l  acceptance as 
the on ly  basis fo r  fu r th e r  co­
opera tion.”  The demands are as 
fo llo w s :

1. Cessation o f provocative 
steps lead ing tow a rd  an a n ti-  
C om m unist c iv il w a r.

2. A nn u lm en t o f the govern­
m ent orders o f Jan. 17 disband ­
in g  the New F o u rth  A rm y  and 
p ro v id ing  fo r  c o u rt-m a rtia l o f 
Yeh T ing , commander o f the New 
F ou rth  A rm y . A n  apology in the 
name o f the governm ent.

3. Pun ishm ent o f Ho Y in g - 
ching, M in is te r o f W a r; Ku Chu- 
tung, Commander o f the T h ird  
W ar Zone, and Gen. Shankuan 
Y un-hsiang, under whose general 
command 80,000 governm ent 
troops attacked 10.000 members 
o f the  N ew  F o u rth  A rm y ,

4. R esto ra tion  o f Yeh T in g ’s 
freedom  and his reappoin tm ent 
as commander o f the New F ou rth  
A rm y .

5. R e tu rn  o f the am m unition  
and? prisoners taken .by the g o v - , 
ernm er.t in  southern Anhw ei.

6. Compensation fo r  the wound­
ed, and dead o f the New  F o u rth  
A rm y  in southern Anhwei.

7. Im m ediate steps to  stop an- 
t i-N e w  F o u rth  A rm y  operations 
in  cen tra l China.

8. Im m ediate destruction  o f 
the blockade along the border 
regions.

9. Release o f p o litica l p rison­
ers, inc lud ing  C h iang Hsueh- 
lia n g  and Y ank H u-ch in , Com­
manders o f the M anchurian A rm y  
responsible fo r  the detention o f 
Chiang K ai-shek in Sian in  De­
cember, 1936.

10. A bo lition  o f one-party  d ic­
ta to rsh ip  and the im provem ent 
o f the  ad m in is tra tive  s tru c tu re  
based on dem ocratic princip les.

11. R ealization o f the w i l l  and 
p rinc ip les  o f Sun Yat-sen.

12. P u rg in g  o f pro-Japanese 
groups, a rre s t and c o u rt-m a rtia l 
o f th e ir  leaders.

S A M E  F A L S E  P O LIC Y
These demands, taken toge th ­

er, reveal a con tinuation o f' the. 
fa ta l c lass-co llabora tion is t po licy 
o f the  Chinese S ta lin is ts  wh ich, 
m ore than an y th in g  else, fa c il­
ita te d  Chiang K a i-shek ’s a ttack 
on the New  F o u rth  A rm y . In ­
stead o f in d ic tin g  Chiang and his 
rea c tion a ry  reg im e as assassins 
o f the people and saboteurs o f 
the w a r aga inst Japan; instead 
o f revea ling  the true  character o f 
C h iang ’s reg im e and m ob iliz ing  
the broadest mass action  against 
it .  the S ta lin is ts  subm it a series | 
o f demands which Chiang, as the 
representa tive  o f the  reac tiona ry  
ru l in g  classes, is to ta l ly  unable 
to  fu lf i l l .  B y  th is  means they con­
tinu e  to- deceive the Chinese 
masses and render sure r the  des­
tru c tio n  o f th e ir  own forces.

Can one im agine Chiang v o l­
u n ta r ily  ending h is ( “ one-pa rty ” ) 
d ic ta to rsh ip  when th is  d ic ta to r­
ship, and no th ing  less, is essen­
t ia l to  the preserva tion  o f the- 
power and p riv ileges  o f the r u l­
in g  class? And w hy demand “ re- : 
a liza tio n  o f the w i l l  and p rinc - !

Left: One of the soldiers who are fighting in the Chinese 
lines against Japanese imperialisnj. Right: A cave is “home” 
to a Chinese family on. the Northwest Road, an important supply- 
line for China from the outside.

ip les o f Sun Y at-sen” ? W as i t  
n o t Sun Yat-sen h im se lf who, 
hav ing  no fa ith  in  the masses, 
prescribed a period o f “ po litica l 
tu te lage ”  fo r  China, m eaning 
thereby the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
K uom in tang  w hich he founded?

M ore lud icrous is the  demand 
fo r  punishm ent o f W a r M in is te r 
Ho Y ing -eh ing  and the generals 
who directed the action  aga inst 
the  New F o u rth  A rm y  under 
C h iang ’s orders; likew ise the de­
mand fo r  pu rga tion  o f p ro -Jap­
anese groups in  the governm ent. 
Ho Y in g -ch in g  h im se lf is  one o f 
the top  leaders o f the  p ro -Jap­
anese fac tio n  in the C hungking 
governm ent. A no the r is H . H . 
Kung, F inance M in is te r and 
b ro th e r-in -la w  o f Ch iang K a i- 
shek.

A  N E W  R E V E L A T IO N
B row der’s e f fo r t  to  p o r tra y  the 

action against the . New  F o u rth  
A rm y  as som eth ing in  the  na ture  
o f a m om entary aberra tion , a 
tem po ra ry  s tra y in g  by Chiang 
K a i-shek fro m  the  s tra ig h t pa th  
o f “ un ited f ro n t ”  rec titude  un­
der the ba le fu l in fluence o f fo r ­
eign powers, breaks down com­
p le te ly  in  the l ig h t  o f the e igh th

demand subm itted  to C h iang  by 
the Chinese S ta lin is ts .

In  dem anding th a t  the b lock­
ade “ a long the border reg ions”  
be destroyed, the S ta lin is ts  reveal 
fo r  the f irs t  tim e  th a t Chiang, 
hav ing  destroyed the New F ou rth  
A rm y , is p repa ring  fo r  action 
aga inst the E ig h th  Route A rm y  
in  the N orthw est.

E ffe c tiv e  resistance to  Chiang 
K a i-shek ’s rea c tion a ry  moves is 
to ta lly  incom patib le w ith  the 
S ta lin is t e ffo r ts  to  placate and 
come to  te rm s w ith  the s in is te r 
hangm an o f the Chinese revo lu ­
tion , fo r  such e ffo r ts  on ly  deceive 
the masses and make i t  im pos­
sible to  m ob ilize  them  against 
th is  reactionary  sa trap . I t  is ne­
cessary f i r s t  o f  a ll to  speak ou t ! 
the  fac ts , to  speak them  p la in ly  
and bo ld ly . Instead o f p a in tin g  
Ch iang up as the “ g re a t”  ( i f  
te m p o ra rily  m isguided) leader o f 
C h ina ’s s tru g g le  aga ins t Japan, 
he m ust be- exposed as the  bloody 
m onster who- crushed the masses 
in  the  re vo lu tion  o f 1927; the 
executor o f the in fam ous “ non- 
resistance”  po licy  w h ich  enabled 
the Japanese im p e ria lis ts  to  oc­
cupy a ll o f M anchuria ; the rep ­
resen ta tive  o f the Chinese bour­

geoisie and land lords who have 
fa ttened  on the ve ry  life -b lood  o f 
the Chinese masses w h ile  sabot­
ag ing  Ch ina ’s w a r s trugg le .

T h is comes firs t.  The fiction , o f 
the “ un ited f ro n t ”  w ith  Chiang 
m ust be consigned to  the po litica l 
garbage pa il. In  its  place must, 
come a rea l un ited f ro n t  o f the 
exp lo ited masses, d i r e c t e d  
aga ins t Ch iang K a i-shek and his 
regim e, aga inst the land lords and 
cap ita lis ts , aga inst Japanese im ­
peria lism .

The S ta lin is ts  face a choice o f 
a lte rna tives  fro m  which the re  is 
no escape:

1. They m ay continue th e ir  e f­
fo r ts  to  patch th in g s  up w ith  the 
hangm an o f the  Chinese revo lu ­
tion . I f  th is  line  is pursued to  the 
ve ry  end, i t  can on ly  mean a 
fresh  cap itu la tion  to  Chiang, who 
w i l l  then prepare to  s tr ik e  a t  the 
E ig h th  Route A rm y  a t a tim e 
and under circum stances he w il l  
h im se lf choose.

2. They can end th e ir  “ un ited 
f ro n t”  w ith  Chiang, assume th e ir  
independence on the China scene, 
appeal to  the masses, bu ild  a 
m ig h ty  m ovem ent o f support fo r  
th e ir  arm ed forces.

O N E  OR T H E  O TH E R
These a lte rna tives are m u tu a l­

ly  exclusive. I t  is one o r the 
other. P robab ly i t  is too much 
to expect th a t the Chinese S ta l­
in is t  leaders, p o lit ic a lly  poisoned 
in  the Moscow school o f class- 
co llabora tion  and treachery  to  
the masses, w i l l  he capable o f 
ta k in g  even one step along the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  road. Chiang. how­
ever, seems determ ined to  d is­
engage h im se lf fro m  the embrace 
o f his S ta lin is t “ a llies.”  The a t­
tack  on the New  F o u rth  A rm y  
was on ly  the beginn ing. Ch iang 
h im se lf m ay te rm in a te  the spu r­
ious “ un ited fro n t.”  In  th a t case 
the E ig h th  Route A rm y  w i l l  be 
obliged to l ig h t  fo r  its  ve ry  life .

Despite the fa lse  policies o f 
the S ta lin is t leaders, we stand 
w ho lehearted ly  w ith  the  peasant 
figh te rs  under th e ir  command—  
aga inst the fo u l hangm an o f the 
Chinese revo lu tion , aga ins t the 
bourgeois-landlord class whose 
in te rests  he upholds. A s always, 
we stand ready to  collaborate 
w ith  the Chinese Com m unist P a r­
t y  in  a un ited  f r o n t  o f s trugg le  
in  defense o f the  E ig h th  Route 
and New  F o u rth  arm ies against 
the  K u o ip in tan g  reg im e, aga inst 
Japanese im peria lism , fo r  the na­
tion a l and social lib e ra tio n  o f 
China.

Judge Frankfurter Answered By His Book
By R UTH  JEFFREY

The right of labor to picket was sharply limited, thanks to 
a Supreme Court decision handed down a fortnight ago by Jus­
tice Felix Frankfurter. Heading a five to three majority, he held 
that State courts were constitutionally entitled to issue injunc­
tions “ to enjoin acts of picketing in themselves peaceful when 
they are enmeshed with contemporaneously violent conduct

In the case before the high court the Chicago M ilk  Wagon 
Drivers Union, appealing against an Illinois court injunction, 
charged infringement of its constitutional right of freedom of 
speech, guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment. “ But,”  Mr.
Justice F ra n k fu rte r ru led, "u tte r ­
ance in  a context o f violence can 
lose its  significance as an appeal 
to reason and become pa rt of an 
ins trum en t of force. Such u tte r­
ance was not meant to be shelt­
ered by the C onstitu tion .”  The 
broad, general phrases of the 
F ra n k fu rte r ru lin g  thus on the 
one hand constitu te  a th rea t to 
newspapers against, p r in t in g  any 
word of sym pathy w ith  the s t r ik ­
ers whose p icke ting  has been en­
jo ined, and on the other hand 
constitu te  an open in v ita tio n  to 
cap ita l to obta in  in jun c tion s  ca ll­
in g  in to  any s tr ik e  its  P inkerton  
thugs and provocateurs.

Capita l need not hesitate to fo ­
ment violence. For, according to 
the Justice F ra n k fu rte r, “  . . . A 
un ion m ay be responsible fo r  acts 
wh ich i t  lies not expressly au tho r­
ized o r w h ich  m ig h t not be a t­
tr ib u ta b le  to  i t  in  s tr ic t  applica­
tion  o f the law .”

A N T I-’ ABOR CONSEQUENCES  
OF FRA NK FUR TER  VERDICT

And oi e hav ing  found a un­
io n ’s picke r ig  peaceful bu t “ en- 
m islied w i f  contemporaneously 
'v io len t condu< ”  a state may then. 
M r. F ra n k fu rt, says, step in  
w ith  an in ju n c t n and break a 
s tr ik e  hy p u ttin g  n end to sub- 
seai’ -u t  peaceful p ’-eting. “ I t  
c-'u ld ju s tifia b ly  be 'oncluded,”  
F ra n k fu rte r ends up, " i  the mo­
m entum of fear generated by past 
violence would surv ive  even 
though p icke ting  m ig h t be w ho lly  
p e c e fu l.”

The m ost lib e ra l o f a ll Roose­
ve lt’s reputed ly  libe ra l appointees 
to the  Supreme Court thus goes 
down the line  w ith  Roosevelt in  
the union-smashing w a r prepara­
tions.

Some o f the v ic ious im p lica ­
tions o f the decision are brought 
ou t in  the d issenting m in o r ity

op in ion, w r itte n  by Justice B lack. 
We quote:

“ The r ig h t of the I ll in o is  courts 
lo  en jo in violence is not denied 
in  th is  caie . . . B ut i t  is going a 
long way to say tha t because of 
the acts of these few  men, 6,000 
other members of th e ir  Union can 
be denied the r ig h t  to express 
th e ir  op in ion by the sweeping in ­
ju nc tio n  here approved.

“ There is every reason w hy we 
should look a t the in ju n c tio n  as 
we would a statute, and i f  upon 
its  face i t  abridges the constitu ­
tion a l guarantees of freedom of 
expression, i t  should be s tricken  
down,. The in junc tion , lik e  a sta­
tute, stands as an overhanging 
th rea t o f fu tu re  punishm ent . . . 
And by th is  in ju n c tio n  th a t law 
as ac tua lly  applied abridges free­
dom o f expression . . . .

“ B u t the in ju n c tio n  approved 
here does not stop at closing the 
mouths of t he members of the pe ti­
t io n in g  union. I t  brings w ith in  its  
all-em bracing sweep the w ritte n  
words o f any o ther person ‘who 
m ay . . .  o r hereafter . . . agree 
o r arrange w ith  them .’ So. i f  a 
newspaper should ‘agree o r a r­
range’ w ith  a ll o r some o f those 
here enjo ined to  pub lish  th e ir  
side o f the controversy . . . the 
publishers m ig h t likew ise be sub­
jec t to punishm ent fo r  contempt.

“ To sanction vague and unde­
fined term inologies in  dragnet 
clauses d ire c tly  and exclusive ly 
aimed at the re s tra in in g  freedom 
o f discussion . . .  in  m y judgm ent 
amounts to a p r io r  censorship of 
views. No m a tte r how the decree 
m igh t eventua lly be construed, 
Its language, viewed in  the lig h t 
of the whole proceedings, stands 
lik e  an abstract sta tu te w ith  an 
overhanging and. undefined th rea t 
to freedom of speech and the 
press . . . .

“ I  am of the ¡opinion th a t the 
cou rt’s in ju n c tio n  s tr ikes  d irec tly  
a t the heart of our government, 
and th a t depriva tion  o f these es­
sentia l libe rties  cannot be recon­
ciled w ith  the r ig h ts  guaranteed 
to the people of th is  na tion  by 
th e ir  C onstitu tion ."

B ut even Justice B lack does nob 
feel the fu l l  im p lica tions of th is  
decision insofar as i t  affects the 
r ig h ts  o f labor. For a more com­
plete understanding we have to 
go to F e lix  F ra n k fu rte r h im se lf 
— to Professor F e lix  F ra n k fu rte r 
of a dozen years ago, who at tha t 
tim e wrote a book en titled , of a ll 
th ings, "The Labor In ju n c tio n .”  
We quote at length from  tha t 
w o rk  o f Professor F ra n k fu rte r:

“ Before an in ju n c tio n  is issued, 
proof is made by a ffidav its  from  
both sides. Before fina l disposi­
tion , the testim ony o f witnesses 
is ra re ly  invoked. A t a ll hearings, 
p re lim in a ry  and fina l, the judge 
determ ines the facts w ith o u t a 
ju ry ;  the cons titu tiona l guaran­
tee o f t r ia l by ju ry  does not ex­
tend to (these) su its  . . .

“ Few o f the tra d itio n a l safe­
guards against erroneous convic­
tio n  th a t surround c rim in a l law 
are available in  the chancellor’s 
court.

" . . .  Moreover, there is the 
professional a ffidavit-m aker—  the 
p r iva te ly  subsidized policeman, 
the p riva te  detective, the ‘indus­
t r ia l  spy’ . . . thus characterized 
by one of our w isest judges: ‘As 
a. class they are overzealous . . . ’ 
they have introduced in to  A m eri­
can in d u s tr ia l re la tions the most 
ins id ious and pow erfu l forces of 
il l-w il l.

“  . . . ‘Common knowledge th a t 
one charged w ith  the commission 
o f a crim e is not prone to adm it 
his g u ilt ’ is sometimes made to 
serve as a touchstone of tru th  
‘Usual experience in  such m atters ’ 
resolves the an tim ony of a ffidavits  
in o ther cases. One judge faced 
w ith  sharp ly c o n flic tin g  a ffidavits  
as to violence in  the course o f a 
p icke ting  dem onstra tion deduces 
t ru th  from  h is  own conception of 
labor tactics: ’P icke ting  unaccom- 
nanied by threats and in tim id a ­
tion  is  a useless weapon . . .  I f  
done neaeeably i t  would be fu tile . 
I t  fo llow s then th a t the fear, i f  
not the te rro r th a t the p icke ting

carries w ith  it ,  is  the keystone to 
the arch . . .  to the success of 
the  cache.’ Therefore an adm is­
sion of p icke ting  adm its violence.

“ F o r the so lu tion  of the other 
Im portan t issue of fact— responsi­
b i l i t y  fo r  acts of disorders— ‘pre­
sum ptions’ are invoked . . . The 
un ion and its  officers may repu­
diate the v io len t deeds . . . and 
yet may be held. ‘A u th o riza tion ’ 
has been found a fact where the 
un law fu l acts ‘have been on a 
large scale’ . . . ; where the union 
has fa iled to d isc ip line  the w rong­
doer: where the union has g ra n t­
ed s tr ik e  benefits. O ther courts, 
con tra riw ise , have insisted tha t 
the a ffidav its  prove the un ion to 
be chargeable w ith  acts com pla in­
ed of, as a condition precedent 
to the inclusion o f the union 
w ith in  the re s tra in t o f the in ju n c ­
tion . As one New Y ork  judge 
rh e to r ica lly  asks: ‘ Is i t  the law 
th a t a presum ption of g u ilt  a t­
taches to a labor un ion associa­
tion? ’

A COMPLETE IN D IC TM E N T  
OF HIS PRESENT. VERDICT

"C haracte ris tic  of the labor in ­
ju nc tion  th roughou t its  w ide em­
ploym ent by the federal courts is 
the use of res tra in in g  clauses of 
vague and harassing significance— 
I f  by the te rm  ‘persuasion’ 
duress is intended, duress and 
not persuasion should be res tra in ­
ed: IF  U N DER COVER OF P IC K ­
E T IN G  V IO LE N C E  IS  USED, 
V IO LEN C E, NOT P IC K E T IN G  
SHOULD BE EN JO IN E D

“ How much of the li fe  of a sta­
tu te  dealing w ith  contentious so­
c ia l issues is. determ ined by the 
general outlook w ith  wh ich judges 
view  such leg is la tion  lies on the 
very surface of ( fo r  example) the 
Duplex Case. T h irtee n  federal 
judges were called upon to apply 
the C layton A c t to the p a rticu la r 
facts o f th is  case. S ix found tha t 
the law  called fo r a hands o ff 
po licy in  the co n flic t between the 
Duplex P r in tin g  Company and 
the M ach in is ts : seven found tha t 
the law- called fo r  in terfe rence 
against the M achin ists. The deci­
sion o f the m a jo r ity  o f the Su­
preme C ourt is, of course, the 
a u th o rita tive  ru lin g . B u t in fo rm ­
ed professional op in ion would 
find i t  d if f ic u lt  to a ttr ib u te  great­

er in tr in s ic  sanction fo r  the views 
o f the seven judges, W h ite , Mc­
Kenna, Day, Van Devanter, P it­
ney, McReynolds and Rogers than 
fo r the opposing in te rp re ta tion  of 
the s ix  judges, Holmes, Brandeis, 
C larke. Hough, Learned, Hand, 
and Manton.

“ The leg is la tion  summarized 
(C layton A c t) had, as its  essen­
t ia l impulse, the convic tion that 
labor unions ‘were organized’ in  
the language of the C hief Justice, 
‘out o f the necessities of the situa- 

i tion .’ T ha t the concrete remedies 
by w h ich  the ju s tifica tio n  was to 
be realized encountered feelings 
o f un friend liness on the p a rt of 
the courts, is  a conclusion not 
easy to escape. The decisions 
would not have been otherw ise it  
the courts had applied as a con­
scious guide the be lie f tha t thougn 
there m ay be unions they must 
not be strong.

“ Once we recognize th a t the 
r ig h t o f com bination by workers 
is in  its e lf  a co ro lla ry  to the dog­
ma o f free com petition, as a 
means o f equaliz ing the factors 
th a t determ ine ba rga in ing power 
the consequences of m aking the 
power of un ion effective w i l l  be 
seen in  a tru e r perspective. Un 
doubtedly hardships and even cru 
elties are invoked in  th is  phase 
as in  o ther aspects of our com 
p e titive  system. To determ ine lim ­
its  is p r im a r ily  the task o f legis 
la tures . . . Only w ith in  ve ry  nar­
row lim its  is i t  the fun c tion  of 
the courts to apply th e ir  own no­
tions of po licy . . . by  c u rta ilin g  
in  the name o f the law  the most 
effective un ion  tactics.”

The present repud ia tion  by Jus­
tice F ra n k fu rte r of w ha t he knew 
very w e ll as the libe ra l professor 
a t H a rva rd  is a p ro fo u n d ly  s ig ­
n ifican t example of the sheer hy­
pocrisy of cap ita lis t po litics. Jus­
tice  F ra n k fu rte r knows better. 
B u t the class he serves requires 
h is  present verd ict. T ha t in  g iv ­
in g  the ru lin g  class w hat i t  wants, 
he m ust cover h im se lf w ith  dung, 
does no t h a lt Professor-Justice 
F ra n k fu rte r. In  th is  he is repres­
entative of h is class. I t  w i l l  cover 
itse lf, not on ly  w ith  dung, but 
w ith  the last drop o f blood of the 
workers, before i t  w i l l  surrender 

its  death-grip dn our lives.

New Publications 
That Belong In A  
Worker’s Library

'Fourth International'
FOURTH IN TER N A TIO N A L. A Monthly 

Magazine. February 1911. 32 pages (large size 
format).

* * *

T h is  is another outstanding issue o f t lie  on ly  
M arx is t m on th ly  jo u rn a l in  tlie  United States.

T hg  table o f contents begins w ith  an e d ito r ia l 
on the m urder of W a lte r K r lv lts k y  in  w h ich  th is  
sensational execution by the GPU k ille rs  is re­
viewed.

The second a rtic le , “ Am erican Labor and the 
W a r" outlines the present position and perspec­
tives fac ing the trade unions and the labor pol­
it ic a l parties d u rin g  the co in ing period o f W orld  
W ar I I .

Of great im portance is the unfinished a rtic le  by 
Leon T ro tsky , “ Trade Unions in  the Epoch o f 
Im p e ria lis t Decay.”  T ro ts k y  o ften  commented 
in  conversations on ce rta in  f irs t hand observa­
tions he had been able to make since l iv in g  in  
Mexico on the nature of the governm ents in  the 
W estern Hem isphere and the role played by the 
bureaucratic  heads of the trade unions in  m a in ­
ta in in g  the status quo. T h is  a rtic le , a lthough 
unfinished, is a sum m ary o f T ro ts k y ’s v iews on 
th is  subject.

“ Lessons and Perspectives of the Sino-Japan- 
ese W ar”  draws a balance sheet of the w a r im ­
posed on China by the Japanese im peria lis ts . The 
author, L i F u-jen , w rite s  fro m  d ire c t experience 
as a m ilita n t in  the ranks o f the Chinese section 
of the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l.

A  new w r ite r  in  the pages o f the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tion a l is Eugene V a rlin , who presents a care­
fu l study o f the m il ita ry  methods o f the im per­
ia lis t powers in  the colonies. He shows th a t the 
con trad ic tions inhe ren t in  cap ita lism  lead to the 
a rm in g  o f the colon ia l slaves and the reby lays-the  
basis fo r the successful revo lt of the colonies.

The Dean o f C a n te rbu ry ’s “ Soviet P ow er”  is 
reviewed at length by John G. W rig h t, who con­
fron ts  the Dean's m yths w ith  the texts of the 
actual ukases issued by S ta lin .

The la test pos ition  of M ax Shachtman, who' 
now contends a new ru lin g  class has coins to 
power in  the Soviet Union, is analyzed by Joseph 
Hansen in  an a rtic le  en titled , “ B urnham ’s A t to r ­
ney Carries On.”

A s th is  sketchy rev iew  indicates, the F eb ru a ry  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l is chock-fu ll of im p o rtan t 
reading—a m ust fo r  every lite ra te  w orker.

Goldman’s Pamphlet’
The ASSASSINATION OF LEON TROT­

SKY : The Proofs of Stalin’s Guilt. By Albert 
Goldman. 74 pages. 15 cents per copy. Pioneer 
Publishing, 116 University Place, New York, N .Y .

*  «  *

A clear and b r i l l ia n t  ana ly tica l w o rk  appears 
in  th is  pam phlet. The exam ination o f the c ir ­
cumstances surround ing  the m urder o f Leon T ro t­
sky in  Mexico on August 21, 1940 and- the cross- 
exam ination  of the assassin, F ra n k  Jacson, are 
presented w ith  conciseness and be au tifu l c la r ity .

The au tho r bu ilds h is pow erfu l case fo r  probf 
of the g u ilt  of S ta lin  and his c r im in a l agency, 
the GPU, upon several sources of in con tro ve rtib le  
evidence subm itted by circumstance, by the m ur­
derer h im se lf and by close associates both o f Jac­
son and o f T ro tsky . Im p o rta n t among these ie 
the " le t te r  of confession" ca rried  upon the per­
son o f the m urdere r d u rin g  the perpe tra tion  o f 
t lie  crim e. T h is  document, fu lly  acknowledged 
by Jacson, is m in u te ly  analyzed by the au thor o f 
the booklet, and the im p lica tions  of its  statements 
illum ina ted .

A lb e rt Goldman places under an an a ly tica l 
lens the subs tan tia ting  statem ent o f confession 
made to the Mexican cou rt by the assassin, as 
w e ll as the tra n s c rip t o f statements made by 
Jacson d u rin g  cross-exam ination by the au thor. 
The evidence subm itted, by S y lv ig  A ge lo ff (used 
as a tool by the m urdere r), by various secretaries 
and guards associated w ith  the T ro tsky  house­
hold and by  num erous v is ito rs  to  the  T ro tskys ’  
residence is entered in to  the record and made 
p a rt of the mosaic o f evidence against the force 
behind the pick-ax w ielded by Jacson.

A p o w e rfu lly  convinc ing m ethod is used by  the 
w r ite r . He begins by su b m ittin g  every item  of 
evidence and then in  the m ain section o f the 
book proceeds to  a repeated rea lignm ent o f the 
facts involved, approaching, the problem  from  va­
rious angles and dem onstra ting each tim e  the 
ine lue tib le  conclusion th a t the actua l k i l le r  is  
S ta lin ’s m urder-machine.

The n a tio n a lity  o f Jacson. his passport, the c ir ­
cumstances of h is  appearance in  Mexico, h is  busi­
ness cla im s, the  m otives he professes and those 
w hich re a lly  influenced h is  act-—a ll are subjected 
to a qu ie t bu t po w e rfu lly  persistent exam ination.

Since the au thor is h im se lf p ro m ine n tly  iden­
tified  w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  soc ia lis t movement 
o f th is  country, he is not moved in  the s ligh test 
degree by a desire fo r  revenge against any in d i­
v idua l o r group o f Ind iv idua ls  fo r  the wanton 
destruction o f the greatest revo lu tiona ry  mijnd o f 
the las t two decades. He sees ra th e r the in e v i­
table tr iu m p h  o f socialism  as the h is to rica l rev­
enge a w a itin g  not on ly  S ta lin  and h is police- 
agency reg im e bu t a ll o f the oppressors o f the 
w o rk in g  masses whose doom is spelled by the 
revo lu tiona ry  u p ris in g  of the w o rld  pro le ta ria t.

The pam phlet sells to r  fifteen cents the copy 
and can be secured by w r it in g  P ioneer Publishers, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  C ity.

f n  r r >  1  ' L A B O R  W I T H  A  W H I T E  S K I N  11 
U l  I  h  O  C A N N O T  E M A N C I P A T E  I T S E L P  H ,  
n  A  I I  C  W H E R E  L A B O R  W I T H  A  B L A C K  |  
R  S K I N  I S  B R A N D E D "  —  K A R L  ■

M A R X .  H

The Negro S truggle
Stalinists Now Adm it That Chiang Kai-shek Himself Slaughtered It

The New Fourth Army’s Fate
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FIGHT W ITH THE 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:

F o r:
t. M ilitary training of workers, financed by the gov­

ernment, under control of the trade unions.
Z The establishment of special officers’ training 

camps, financed by the government and controlled 
by the trade unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

S. Confiscation of all war profits—all company books 
to be open for trade union inspection.

4. Expropriation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. Trade union wages for all workers drafted into the 
army.

I .  Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces—  
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end to secret diplomacy.
8. A  peoples’ referendum on any and all wars.

AT HOME:

F o r:
1. A job and decent living for every worker.
2. Thirty-thirty— £30 weekly minimum wage—30 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.

8. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.
4. Full social, political and economic equality for the 

Negro people.
6. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and 

fascist attacks.
9. A twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and 

housing program to provide jobs for the unem­
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade 
Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.

W e ’re In The W ar. . .
“ We’re in the war. A t least we’re nearly in the 

war; we’re preparing for i t . . . ”
Thus spoke Jesse Jones, Secretary of Commerce 

and one q f  the most powerful figures in the inner 
councils of the Roosevelt administration, last week 
before the House Banking and Currency Com­
mittee.

The committee members passed over his words 
in deliberate silence. No committee member, Re­
publican or Democratic, referred to the statement 
or questioned Jones on its meaning. Nor did the 
press make much of it.

Jones, after the remark, ordered his words 
struck out of the official records o f the committee. 
Roosevelt, in turn, brushed the incident aside in a 
brief press comment, saying only the minimum re­
quired for the record. Just a lot of words which 
didn’ t mean anything, he assured blandly.

Jones’ admission is merely an affirmation of 
what every succeeding action o f the government 
has made plain. The United States government 
has already entered the war.

Who can honestly deny the tru th  o f Jones’ 
words? The whole productive force of this greatest 
industrial nation on earth is being directed toward 
one end: pouring into the British and American 
war machines. The Navy is patrolling the sea- 
lanes of the western Atlantic, informing the B rit­
ish of German ship movements, and working in 
complete coordination w ith the British blockade. 
American destroyers—"mysterious”  ships of “ un­
known” nationality— have halted Nazi boats and 
forced them back into Mexican harbors. American 
troops are already in active service on belligerent 
foreign territo ry: U. S. m ilita ry  forces arc now 
occupying bases in British possessions.

The latest evidence o f the fact that' this coun­
try  is already in a state of war is that A rm y and 
Navy planes of the latest type have been dis­
patched to the Far East—most o f the Navy is al­
ready there—to the aid of the British in Singapore 
and Hong-Kong.

Yet Jesse Jones’ blunt words are the rare ex­
ception. The general rule of government is denial 
o f the extent of our participation in the war.

There is a likelihood that there w ill be no form­
al declaration of war until after this nation’s Army 
and Navy have gone into full-fledged battle— if 
then. Everything is being done so that no loo 
boldly-labelled mo\e w ill shock the masses front 
their passivity.

We do not deny that such passivity exists. As 
yet, there is no organized force in this country suf-
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ficient to halt the war, or even give Roosevelt pause 
in his war drive.

Why, then, i f  the anti-war opposition is so 
weak, does the ruling class deem it necessary to 
move in such a fog of secrecy, to hide the very 
fact of war from the people?

The reason is that the bourgeoisie understand 
the masses far more than do those cynical "social­
ists”  who deny the masses any ab ility  to smash the 
war system. The ruling class sees the workers not 
merely as they are at this moment, but in all their 
potentialities of organized revolutionary might.

That is why 'Roosevelt moves with caution and 
subterfuge. That is why he tries- to keep from the 
people every actuality which might jo lt and awak­
en them. In this very policy, Roosevelt and the 
bourgeoisie confirm the tremendous revolutionary 
potentialities of the American working masses, and 
acknowledge the existence of that power which 
w ill destroy the war system forever. That is why 
Jesse Jones’ words were treated by the government, 
the Congressmen, the press, as an unimportant 
slip of the tongue.

Support The A . L. P.
The support by the Trotskyists of the candidate 

o f the Ameritan Labor Party in the 17th Congres­
sional district in New York has two aspects.

On one hand, it  assures one independent labor 
candidate as opposed to the two war-mongering 
boss candidates. Labor’s uniting at the polls as a 
single bloc in favor of Eugene Connolly w ill con­
stitute a blow against the war plans of the Sixty 
Families and a step forward in the task of building 
a nation-wide independent labor party.

Separate and apart from the specific program 
w'hich Connolly stands upon, the fact that he has 
been presented by the American Labor Party as 
an anti-war candidate makes i t  possible for the 
worker-voters who oppose the imperialist w'ar to 
register that opposition by voting for him at the 
polls. Every vote for Connolly w ill be weighed by 
the capitalist class as a labor vote against Roose­
velt’s war plans.

On the other hand, the sharpest criticism must 
be made of the pacifist character of the‘ALP pro­
gram. 11 does not breathe a word o f m ilitant strug­
gle against the war plans o f the administration. It 
does not make the slightest attempt to present a 
real alternative to these war plans of the bosses.

As the real alternative to the.war plans of the 
bosses the SWP proposes our m ilita ry program: 
m ilita ry  training of workers, financed bv the gov­
ernment, under control of the trade unions; the 
establishment o f special officers’ training camps 
financed by the government and controlled by the 
trade unions, to train workers to become officers.

In giving their support to Connolly in the 17th
district, the workers must not forget fo r one mom­
ent that Connolly’s platform is completely in­
adequate and that our m ilita ry  program must re­
place the present pacifist program of the American 
Labor Party.

Roosevelt’s Ethics
Roosevelt has not denied the truth of the pub­

lished report that American fighting planes of the 
latest type have been sent to the Far East. 1 le has 
merely questioned the “ ethics”  and “ morals”  in­
volved in the publication of this information.

Since Roosevelt has raised the question of mor­
als, we would like to delve a little  deeper into the 
subject than he has done.

By what manner of morals does Roosevelt jus- 
t i ly  the fraud he has perpetrated in promising the 
American people prior to the last election that he 
would keep this nation out o f war— and then im­
mediately upon his election promoting the Leasc- 
Lend bill, which means waging war?

What morals are involved in Roosevelt’s colos­
sal war program, undertaken w ith the deliberate 
intent of establishing the hegemony o f American 
imperialism over the entire world at the expense 
o f the lives and liberties of the American masses?

Roosevelt speaks for the defense o f “ democ­
racy.”  And yet he has withheld from the Ameri­
can people every b it o f official information regard­
ing the commitments he has made to Churchill. He 
has withheld the reports of Kennedy, B u llitt and 
Hopkins on the st/ite of affairs in England and 
France. He has made one major move after an-i 
other, like his destroyer deal, involving tremend­
ous consequences to the American people, without 
the knowledge or consent either o f the people or 
Congress. What kind of ethics does this reveal?

This week nine publications were officia lly 
barred from the government-operated] post ex­
changes at the army stations, (including even 
th e  respectable liberal weekly, th e  N e w  
Republic!). This is an example o f that free­
dom o f the press which is among the principles 
for which Roosevelt wants American workers to 
light and die.

Yes, Roosevelt is deeply concerned over ethics- 
his ethics— bourgeois ethics. He is concerned over 
the ethics of hypocrisy, lies and fraud; the ethics 
of imperialism, boss war and plunder.

I he one thing Roosevelt finds especially un­
ethical is telling the masses the tru th  about his 
war aims and the extent of this nation’s present 
involvement in the war.

Roosevelt’s ethics are nothing new. They arc 
merely the “ ethics”  and “ morals”  of every ruling 
and exploiting class throughout history. They arc 
the "ethics”  and ''morals”  which the revolutionary 
working class is destined to drain from the social 
system, along with every other boss class poison, 
in the creation of the warless socialist world order.

How To Get War Orders: 
Become Gov’t ‘Advisor’
A Stench Is Rising Over Washington, As The Fat Cats Fight 
Around the Gravy Bowl; Those Frozen Out Spill The Story

B y D O N  DO RE
The scramble for ju icy war contracts has resulted in such 

openly thievish practices that Congressional and administrative 
leaders are making strenuous efforts to head o ff a major scandal.

A number of the lesser “ dollar-a-year-men” are being put 
under wraps and quietly hustled out of Washington before a 
blow-up takes place which might expose not merely the "small- 
fry ”  but representatives of the major corporations and the real 
big-shots in the government’s contracting agencies.

Sufficient facts have already come to light to indicate that 
the co rru p t practices o f the "dol-
lar-a-year-raen,”  in  collabora tion 
w ith  offic ia ls  of the federal con 
tra c t le tt in g  bodies, are consider­
ab ly  m ore widespread than the 
a d m in is tra tion  dares adm it.

Am ong the ch ie f practices of 
the corporation ‘ ‘dollar-a-year- 
m en" have been to use th e ir  posi­
tions on governm ent advisory 
agencies fo r steering contracts to 
firm s w ith  w h ich they are con­
nected; passing on to th e ir  friends 
confidentia l advance in fo rm a tio n ; 
and securing pre fe ren tia l tre a t­
m ent fo r  contractors in  re tu rn  fo r 
a “ consideration.”

TH O S E  FR O ZE N  O U T  
R E V E A L  T H E  FA C TS

The firs t facts of the s itua tion  
were brought to lig h t  as a resu lt 
o f ac tiv itie s  of Congressmen eager 
to secure contracts fo r  firm s in  
w h ich they are interested, o r to 
obta in  contracts fo r  th e ir  consti­
tuents and new plants in  th e ir  dis­
tr ic ts .

Some Congressmen began ra is­
ing  questions before the House 
M il ita ry  A ffa irs  Committee hear­
ings as to w hy th e ir  friends were 
being le ft ou t in  the cold on the 
profitable w ar p ickings. They be­
gan com pla in ing about th is  and 
th a t con tract w h ich  th e ir  friends 
should have received, bu t d idn 't. 
And, as F rank  R yh lick , New Y ork  
Post W ashington correspondent, 
pu t i t  on February  21, “ A lm ost 
in  spite of themselves, the mem­
bers have turned up a few reveal­
in g  facts.”

F o r instance, costs on the huge 
cantonm ent construction  projects 
are tu rn in g  ou t to be 50 per cent 
h ighe r than o r ig in a lly  estimated. 
Roosevelt has already requested 
an add itiona l $338,000,000 appro­
p ria tio n  to complete the work 
started. A lthough  the ad m in is tra ­
tion  has attem pted up to now to 
p in  the respons ib ility  fo r  th is  huge 
cost increase on un ion labor, i t

is a w e ll established fact tha t la ­
bor costs represent on ly  approxi­
m ate ly  20 percent o f the to ta l 
costs of construction . Even i f  
present wages were doubled, th is  
could not account fo r more than a 
20 percent increase in  to ta l con­
s truc tion  costs, w h ich have soared 
50 percent.

HO W  TO  G ET 
B IG  CO NTRAC TS

Two outstanding cases have a l­
ready been revealed w h ich  ind ica te 
where the real grab is being made. 
Two members on the three-man 
c iv ilia n  advisory board to the 
Quarterm asters Corps, w h ich  has 
charge o f cantonm ent construction 
contract, le tting , have been expos­
ed as ^having connections w ith  
firm s w h ich  “ in c id e n ta lly ”  secured 
substantia l contracts.

The job o f the advisory board 
is txt g ive the Q uarterm asters 
Corps three names of con tracting  
firm s “ qua lified " to fu lf i l l  a cons­
tru c tio n  award. F rancis  Blossom, 
senior pa rtner in  the New York 
engineering firm  o f Sanderson and 
P orte r is serv ing  on th is  board. 
S ho rtly  a fte r Blossom took up his 
board duties a t $6500 a year, h is 
firm  received an $11,000,000 con­
tract, in c lud in g  a guaranteed pro­
f it  of $1,118,000.

The cha irm an o f th is  same 
hoard is M a jo r F orres t S. Harvey, 
“ fo rm e rly ”  connected w ith  the 
firm  of Leed, H i l l ,  B arnard  and 
Jewett o f Los Angeles. Harvey 
pa rtic ipa ted in  recommending 
three firm s fo r the large San Lu is  
Obisco, Cal., pro ject. The contract 
was awarded to—Leed, H i l l ,  B a r­
nard and Jewett.

As soon as these f irs t facts be­
came public, the House Com m it­
tee on M il ita ry  A ffa irs  adjourned 
in to  secret session and emerged 
w ith  a statem ent th a t i t  was m ak­
in g  plans fo r an investiga tion  in to  
the whole business of con tract le t­
ting . S ho rtly  a fte r, on February

21, the Senate M il ita ry  A ffa irs  
Committee approved a reso lution 
fo r  an investiga tion  of “ d is c r im in ­
a to ry ”  practices.

IN V E S T IG A T IO N  SEEM S 
N O T TOO SERIO US

I t  seems apparent, however, 
tha t these investiga tions are in ­
tended as a face-saving measure 
fo r the a d m in is tra tion  and to pre­
vent the scandals fron t ge tting  
out o f hand. The whole business 
w i l l  he shunted in to  the hands of 
a com m ittee u n t il the s itua tion  
cools dowu. T h is  w i l l  also pe rm it 
the a d m in is tra tion  to shu t o ff c r i­
tic ism  by showing i t  is "do ing 
som eth ing”  about the w ar con­
trac ts  co rruption . A t  most, there 
w il l  be a few scapegoats.

The Senate M il ita ry  A ffa irs  
Com m ittee has shown how fa r i t  
intends to press its ' investigation , 
by requesting the p a ltry  fund of 
$25,000 fo r th is  purpose. T h is  sum 
could scarcely keep the com m ittee 
even in  s ta tionery  and supplies.

So many fa t cats are try in g  
to erdwd around the gravy bowl 
in  W ashington th a t the resu ltan t 
squabbling fo r  advantageous posi- 

! t ion  is k ic k in g  up a public row.
I The biggest cats, the huge mono- 
1 po ly  corporations w h ich  have the 
real “ in ”  w ith  the adm in is tra tion , 
are anxious to have the weaker 
cats pushed ou t of the way be­
cause th e ir  shoving and how ling  
is crea ting  too -much atten tion .

The New Y ork  Post o f February 
21 confirm s th is  fa c t as w e ll as 
the fac t th a t the ad m in is tra tion  
does not in tend to ha lt the w ar 
pro fiteering , when i t  states;

“ The steps now contem plated 
do no t mean there  w i l l  be any 
fundam enta l change in  general 
policies. C ontracts undoubtedly 
w i l l  continue to  be generous 
and con tractors w ill go on m ak­
in g  la rge  p ro fits  v ia  fees, es­
ca la to r clauses and lega l loop- 
plode w ith  em barrassing con- 
rc a lly  w a n t to  stop is ‘W ild ­
ca t’ p ro fitee ring  th a t m ay ex­
plode w ith  em barassing con­
sequences.”

In  e ffec t, the ad m in is tra tio n  in ­
tends no t the e lim in a tio n  of w ar 
pro fiteering, but the cruder form s 
o f penny-ante th ieve ry  which 
m ig h t lead to exposure of the en­
t ire  w ar pro fits  racket.

Eleanor Roosevelt Gets 
Us Ready To Sacrifice

E leanor Roosevelt, in  a press 
in te rv ie w  on February 17, jo ined 
in  the g row ing  clam or of the boss­
es and governm ent to get the w or­
kers to accept “ sacrifices”  of es­
sentia l consumer goods in  order 
to p e rm it the w ar m achine to 
get a greater share of production.

Am ong other th ings w h ich  Mrs. 
Roosevelt declared the Am erican 
people should learn to do w 'ithout 
are autom obiles —  aitd a lu m i­
num ware.

The stress on a lum inum  ware, 
such as k itchen utensils, is  due 
lo  the fact tha t the government 
is d iscovering a shortage of a lu ­
m inum  and magnesium, an a lu ­
m inum  substitu te , fo r plane p ro­
duction. T h is  shortage is due to 
the fac t th a t the M ellons' A lu m i­
num Company o f Am erica has a 
complete monopoly on both pro­
ducts, has not perm itted any 
o ther company to enter the field, 
and has a rb it ra r ily  lim ite d  p ro­
duction and production fac ilities .

As fo r  M rs. Roosevelt's advise 
to prepare to sacrifice on food.

Representatives of the Depart­
m ent o f A g ricu ltu re  announced 
on February 22 th a t meat prices 
have risen 35 to  5fi per cent over 
prices a year ago. and warned that 
pork, beef and lam b w il l  take a 
la rge r share o f the fa m ily  food 
budgets th is  year.

Spokesmen fo r ,the meat tru s t 
have said th a t th is  rise is 'due 
to sca rc ity  due to heavy arm y 
buying. The W ar Departm ent re ­
cently issued a statem ent denyiug 
tha t the arm y was buying so much 
meat as to cause any appreciable 
shortage o r price rise.

The Neiq Y ork  Times. February 
23. reports  th a t the 501 leading 
iu du s tria l corporations which 
have thus fa r  reported th e ir  
p ro fits  fo r  1940 show an average 
increase in  pro fits  o f 25.4 per cent 
over th e ir  huge 1939 “ earnings.", 
The to ta l pro fits  o f the reporting  
corporations are $1,203,354.199 fo r 
1940, an increase o f $243,685,519 
over 1939.

W hile  the average in d u s tr ia lis t 
was ge tting  th is  25.4 per cent 
raise ou t of the w a r boom, ■what 
was the average w o rke r getting?

Average h o u rly  earnings fo r 
w orkers in  m anufactu ring  indus­

tr ie s  rose to 68.3 cents in  De­
cember, 1940, an increase of about 
2 cents an hour, o r 3.9 per cent 
since December, 1939, according 
to a report issued February  22 
by Frances Perkins, Secretary of 
Labor.

The same report shows tha t 
average weekly earnings o f wage 
workers in  in d u s try  were $27.89 
in  December, 1840, against $26.26 
in December, 1939. T h is  consti­
tutes on ly a 6.1 per cent average 
increase in  w eekly wages. And 
meat prices alone have soared 
35 to 50 per cent!

B u t th is  is not the whole pic­
tu re . In  o rder to get (ha t $1.63 
more a week, over s ix ty  per cent 
o f the w orkers in  in d u s try  had 
to p u t in  average overtim e of 9.1

hours per week, according to a 
Bureau o f Labor S ta tis tics  report 
of February  18.

The increase o f 3.9 per cent in 
average ho u rly  wages was arrived  
at by in c lud in g  the wages paid 
at. tim e-and-a-half fo r overtim e. 
The volum e ot' overtim e w o rk  has 
increased trem endously jn  the las t 
year.

L e t M rs. F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt 
read these figures o ff before any 
un ion meeting, and then le t her 
have the nerve (o te ll ih c  workers 
(o prepare lo r  “ sacrifices.”  They'o 
make i t  c lear to her where she 
m ig h t be tte r s p ill th is  line  of 
palaver —  among the b ig  banker 
and in d u s tr ia lis t pals o f her hus­
band in  W ashington.
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Negro Press Comment 
On British Failure 
To State W ar Aims

. The silence of the British government on its 
war aims is simply— and correctly— explained by 
the Pittsburgh Courier, Negro weekly, in the fo l­
lowing editorial in its February 22nd issue:

The B r it is h  Government has been asked tim e and 
again, both by H is M ajesty’s O pposition and by rea l­
is tic  Am ericans to define its  w ar aims.

N e ither P rim e M in is te r W inston C h u rch ill nor any 
member o f the B r it is h  Cabinet has yet defined those 
w ar aims, and yet th is  is a m atter of p rim e im portance 
to the vast m a jo r ity  of the w h ite  and colored people 
who make up the Em pire.

The reason fo r the silence o f Messrs. C hurch ill, 
Eden, et at, is  obvious.

The w a r aim s o f the B r it is h  E m pire  are the w ar 
aim s of the w ealthy m in o r ity  w h ich  owns the Em pire 
and contro ls P arliam ent: th a t is  to say. the perpetua­
tion  of the status quo w hich has enabled them to 
siphon the wealth o f d is ta n t lands in to  the Bank of 
England.

The A x is  threatens th is  position of wealth , power 
and prestige, so the a im  of the B r it is h  ru l in g  class 
is to destroy the A x is  and so m a in ta in  the status quo.

To the 350,000,000 poverty-striken, ha lf-starved resi­
dents o f Ind ia , B r ita in ’s w ar aims are the con tinua­
tio n  o f the system w h ich  has impoverished them.

T o the 50,000,000 poverty-striken and m alnourished 
residents of B r it is h  A fr ic a  and the W est Indies, B r i t ­
a in ’s w ar aim  is s im ila r.

I t  would be too shocking to b ru ta lly  reveal th is  
w a r aim , so the browns, blacks and yellows are to ld  
tha t the s trugg le is one fo r democracy. I t 's  as sim ple as 
tha t.

* * *
The February issue of the Crisis, m on th ly  maga­

zine of the N a tiona l Association fo r the Advancement 
of Colored People, has some revealing s ide ligh ts  on 
B r it is h  democracy. Us ed ito ria l te lls  th is  s to ry : 
"P e rs is ten tly  has Great B r ita in  re fra ine d  from  sta ting  
o ffic ia lly  her w a r aims. She has preferred to say 
s im p ly  th a t sjie is fig h tin g  to r id  the w orld  of H it le r ­
ism. T h is  is not enough. B r it is h  offic ia ldom  knows 
it  is not enough, bu t they do not in tend to say more.”  

"T he  im p o rtan t question in  the m inds of m illio n s  
of B r it is h  subjects, w h ite  and colored, w ith in  and 
w ith o u t the B r it is h  Isles js ;  are we fig h tin g  fo r  a 
con tinuation  o f the status quo, o r are we to set up, 
in  tru th , a new and better world? M illio n s  o f people 
in  A m erica who are being whipped in to  a frenzy to 
support B r ita in  have the same question in  th e ir  m ind .”  

“ A revealing s ide ligh t on th is  momentous question 
was reported in  January  from  London. A  member o'f 
pa rliam en t made several recommendations Sor im ­
provem ent in  a ir  ra id  shelters and observed th a t he 
though t ‘separate shelters fo r  w h ite  and colored’ would 
be beneficial.”

" I f  th is  is  a l l B r ita in  is fig h tin g  fo r :  the status  
quo, a w orld  in  w h ich  poor men w i l l  s t i l l  be poor and 
rich  men rich , a w orld  in  w h ich  color w i l l  determ ine 
status, then to ask Am erican Negroes to f ig h t and 
die fo r B r ita in  w i l l  seem lik e  asking them  to figh t 
and die fo r M ississipp i.”

And from  a recent ed ito ria l in  the P ittsbu rgh  
C ourie r come th is  s ig n ifica n t s to ry : “ K in g  George’s 
loya l black subjects in  Jam aica are ge tting  a new 
taste of democracy. Governor A. F. R ichards who is 
v ir tu a l d ic ta tor, has had his stooge leg is la tu re  (con­
tro lled  by h is appointees) pass new regulations ‘ fo r 
defense’ w h ich  come close to w ip in g  ou t w hat l i t t le  
democracy is le ft  in  the is land.”

"A n y  assemblage fo r w hatever purpose can be dis­
persed by the police."

“ A n y  person who fa ils  to  move on when to ld  o r 
inc ites others to reassemble can bo arrested w ith o u t 
w a rra n t.”

“ A ll persons are forbidden to f ly  any banner, flag  
or emblem except th a t of the B r it is h  p lutocracy, o r 
to have in  th e ir  possession any firearm s, knil'e, cu t­
lass, s tick , club, bludgeon, iro n  bar, stone o r weapon 
o r m issile  o f any descrip tion.”

A n  assembly consists o f three o r m ore persons, 
m oving o r s ta tiona ry .”

"A  pub lic  place is defined as any highway, street, 
public p a rk  o r garden, sea beach, a lley, passage or 
open space, w hether o r no t the people have rented 
the space.”

“ The new statutes are designed, o f course, to h a lt 
(lie  development o f a labor movement and lo  keep 
down protest against the so rry  economic and p o lit ic a l 
conditions under w h ich  the people labor.”

“ Iro n ic a lly  enough,”  concludes the Courier, "the  
B r it is h  governm ent says i t  is  lig h tin g  fo r  democ­
racy! . . . ”

Willkie s Real Views in November
The Detroit Free Press prints the following 

story, as coming from its Washington Bureau. 
W illk ie  has not denied it .

W ASHING TO N, Feb. 10 —  A  s to ry  o f a New Y ork  
d inne r p a rty  a t w h ich W endell L . W illk ie  is  said to 
have expressed the be lie f th a t the United States should 
send the United States Navy and live A rm y  to t ile  a id  
of B r ita in — three weeks before the P h ilade lph ia  con­
vention which nominated h im  fo r  p resident—was to ld  
in  congressional c ircles ton igh t.

T h is  p a rty  was arranged by Thomas 1\ Laniont, 
pa rtne r o f J. J>. Morgan, and was attended by Senator 
Robert A. Tal l ,  Ohio Republican, who a t (ho tim e  
was a candidate fo r (lie  nom ination . T a ft  was tbo 
lone dissenter. Fearfu l tha t silence m ig h t iud ica to 
consent, T a ft announced th a t he could no t agree to 
a ll-ou t a id  to B r ita in , i t  was said, 
i I *lc sto l'.v ot the pa rty  was to ld by men usua lly  

very re liab le . Senator T a ft was in  New Y o rk  ton igh t, 
but b is  secretary said th a t he had "heard about the 
p a rty ."  A h igh -rank ing  member of the House said 
tha t the story had been confirmed to h im  by Seuator 
1 H It.

The d inn e r p a r ly  "scaled T a ft's  doom." according 
lo  Republican leaders. Lam out a rrived  in  P h ilade lph ia  
on the Wednesday of the convention and inquired 
of W illk ie  workers. “ W hat's the de lay; can 't we nom­
inate  h im  today and get i t  over w ith ? ”

W illk ie  was , nom inated 48 hours la te r.


