
Introducing the 6-Page /M ILITANT#
TO OUR READERS:
W ith last week’s issue we began publication as a six-page paper. Much 

important class-struggle news which we were unable to find room for in 
the four-pager w ill’ now be yours each week. In addition, we shall have room now 
to print more analytical articles on the war and the labor movement. And last, 
but at least as important as anything else, we shall now be able to print many 
more letters and articles from our worker-readers.

Help us get T H E  M IL IT A N T  in to  the hands of the many workers who 
haven’t had a chance to see our paper as yet. To introduce T H E  M IL IT A N T  to 
new readers, we have made a special arrangement to get it to them at a very 
nominal price. C lip the coupon on page2 and send T H E  M IL IT A N T  to a friend 
for a tria l period.

I t ’s your paper! Help spread its weekly message!
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WAR BILL WILL PASS BY “COMPROMISE”
'(•) <•>

SW P Candidate 
For Congress
Arthur Burch Is Named As Our Candidate 
In 17th Congressional District Election 
Contest Against Both Boss Parites

Arthur Burch, labor attorney', veteran of the first World 
War, and organizational secretary of the New York local of the 
Socialist Workers Party, has been nominated as the candidate of 
the S.W.P. for Congress from the 17th Congressional district, 
New York C ity. \

A special election has been set for March 11 by official 
proclamation of Governor Lehman. The campaign to obtain suf­
ficient signatures to place Comrade Burch's name on the ballot 
w ill have to be a speedy one, for the Governor has set Feb. 25
as the filing date.

The election has already received wide attention, since the 
ca p ita lis t press has played i t  up ty------------------------ :-----------------------------
as a ba ttle  between the A dm in is ­
tra t io n  forces and the so called 
“ iso la tio n is t”  forces w ith in  the 
Republican Party . A lthough  no 
candidates have yet been nom in­
ated, in d ica tive  of how im portan t 
the  cap ita lis t parties consider the 
election was the fac t the arch-re­
actiona ry  N. Y. Sun  seriously 
posed the name of W endell W ill-  
k ie  as a candidate.

F IG H T  BOSS PARTIES
In  presenting its  candidate the 

S. W . P. w i l l  make clear to the 
w orkers in  the d is tr ic t  and 
throughout the cou n try  tha t there 
is no rea l d iffe rence between 
e ith e r o f the two boss pa rty  can­
didates.

The campaign com m ittee of Lo­
cal New Y ork  has announced tha t 
i t  w i l l  publish w ith in  the next few 
days its  program  fo r the election, 
cons is ting  o f a fo u r  page fo lder, 
w h ich  w i l l  be d is tribu ted  in  m any 
thousands th ro u g h o u t the d is tr ic t  
and o th e r pa rts  o f the c ity .

The election program  w i l l  des­
cribe  the a ttitud e  of Burch and 
the  S. W . P. towards the “ lease 
lend”  b i l l  and the w ar policies of 
both m a jo r parties. The campaign 
w i l l  serve as an oppo rtun ity  fo r 
the pa rty  to make known its  de­
term ined opposition to the reac­
tio n a ry  b ills  now pending in  Con­
gress and in  the State leg is la ture  
aimed against the Com m unist Par­
ty  and other w o rk ing  class organ­
iza tions.

F u ll deta ils of the program  w il l  
be given in  the next issue of T H E  
M IL IT A N T .

A r th u r  Burch, the candidate, is

A RTHU R  BURCH

43 years o f age. He served in  the 
U. S. N avy in  the W orld  W ar. He 
is a graduate of C.C.N.Y., class 
o f 1918 and the Colum bia Law  
Schopl, 1920.

He is w e ll known in  the labor 
movement, having acted as an a t­
torney in  numerous labor cases.

A ll friends who w ish to receive 
a copy o f the fo ld e r and to  aid 
in  the cam paign to  obta in  tho 
necessary signatures should w r ite  
to the N. Y. Local, Socia list W o rk ­
ers Party . 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  C ity . Cam paign con­
tr ib u tio n s  should be sent to  the 
above address.

B urch has given up the active 
practice of law  to do fu l l  tim e 
w ork fo r the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  in the capacity o f Secretary 
o f the New  Y o rk  C ity  o rgan iza­
tion .

O N THE W A R  FRONTS
■ ■ I  by G EO R G E S T E R N  1

On Jan. 30 the w arlo rd  H it le r  
stood up to make another of his 
speeches to the peoples he has 
enslaved. I t  was tho eighth an­
n ive rsa ry  of the v ic to ry  of Fasc­
ism  in  Germany. I t  w.as the eighth 
ann iversary of the m ost crush ing 
defeat suffered by the w orld  w o rk ­
in g  class in our times. I t  was the 
e ighth ann iversary o f the opening 
o f a fa te fu l epoch in  w orld  h is ­
to ry .

It  was eight years ago that 
stunned workers all over the 
w o r l d  learned that H itler’s 
hordes had assumed power with­
out encountering resistance.

I t  was so inconceivable tha t fo r 
days a fte rw ard  one w aited fo r  the 
resurgent struggle th a t never 
came. The’ great mass of the Ger­
man workers, ready to lig h t fo r  a 
Soviet Germany, were deserted 
by the organizations and the lead­
ers whom they looked to a t th is  
tim e  of great decision.

And Hitler stood up on this 
Jan. 30 after eight years and 
hurled new taunts at his British 
rivals. He laughed, in effect, at 
the British support which had 
helped him arrive so swiftly at 
his present apparent eminence.

He also b lu n tly  announced tha t 
Germany had discounted in  ad­
vance the p ro ba b ility  of Am erican 
en try  in to  the war. “ We have 
considered and weighed cooly ev­
ery conceivable po ss ib ility .”  he 
said. He w ill meet Roosevelt's all- 
out aid w ith  torpedoes. H it le r  
indicated his confidence th a t he 
could complete his conquest of 
England in  tim e to meet the A m er­
ican challenge.

W ar leaves l i t t le  tim e fo r look­
ing  back. B u t i t  is well to remem­
ber th a t the ho rrib le  re a lity  of 
the w ar tha t is and the specter of 
the w ar th a t is yet to be, stem 
in  the im m ediate sense from  the 
in it ia l Fascist "v ic to ry ”  of Jan. 
30 e igh t years ago.

It  was a “victory.” won because 
of the cowardly capitulation of the 
Second and Third International— 
a “victory” that bowed the Ger­
man working class in defeat, and 
passed over to the new Fascist 
instruments of capitalist power 
the leadership that could lead 
only to war and barbarism.

(See< H a rry  F ranke l’s a rtic le  on 
H it le r ’s rise  to power, page 5 of 
th is  iskue.)

Chicago Strikers Are Still Out# 6,500 Strong

Militant strikers of the Tractor Plant of the seen as they picket the deserted plant. Scabs 
International Harvester Company, Chicago, are stayed clear of these sturdy pickets!

Navy Negotiating With 
Ford For New Contracts
Ballyhoo About Small Contract Refused To Ford Covers Up 
Big Contracts He Got And Equally Big Ones He's To Get

D ETR O IT, M ich. Feb. 3. —  A 
typ ica l b it o f Roosevelt shadow- 
boxing w ent on e xh ib itio n  last 
week, when the Ford M otor com­
pany was the v ic t im  of a g ingerly  
slap on the w r is t;  the A rm y  an­
nounced tha t Ford had refused to 
accept inclusion of the labor clause 
in  a con tract fo r trucks am ount­
in g  to $10,000,000, and although 
Ford had underbid the Fargo com­
pany by a quarte r o f a m illio n  
do llars the A rm y  would not give 
h im  the contract w ith o u t the la ­
bor clause.

The cagey maneuver to get la ­
bor m ilita n c y  a t F o rd ’s channel­
ized along governm ent lines in ­
stead of along the lines of d irect 
action, was easily d iscern ible as a 
fraud . No action was taken to 
cancel the $125,000,000 w o rth  of 
a rm y contracts already awarded 
Ford w ith o u t the labor clause.

And w ha t is more, the Navy

departm ent im m edia te ly a fte r 
th is  slap on the w r is t  began to 
d icker w ith  Ford fo r a contract 
am ounting to over $100,000,000 fo r 
b ig  navy guns. N o th ing was said 
about the labor clause in  these 
negotiations. The W ar Depart­
ment refusal to award Ford the 
ten m illio n  do lla r contract was 
obviously a cover fo r the Navy 
contract which m ounts in to  rea lly  
im p o rtan t figures.

M eanwhile the cruc ia l s itua tion  
in the Ford organ iz ing d rive  of 
the UAW-CIO s t i l l  prevails.

That the m ilita n c y  of the Ford 
workers has not yet subsided may 
be seen by the fact tha t R. J. 
Thomas, President o f the UAW , 
fe lt compelled to make a state­
ment, a t an open hearing in  Lan­
sing on “ N a tion a l Defense,”  th a t 
the UAW  could make no promises 
not to s tr ik e  at Fo ld .

Now more than ever i t  is becom­

ing  obvious to UAW  m ilita n ts  tha t 
a we ll-thought ou t program  of ac­
tion  m ust be launched a t Ford. 
There is a r is in g  fee ling th a t huge 
mass m eetings should be held, 
and a top barga in ing com m ittee 
elected to present a con tract to 
the Ford management; th is  con­
tra c t to include a t least as good 
conditions as p reva il now in  GM 
and Chrysler! and to provide fo r 
the abo lition  o f the  hated service 
departm ent.

Should Ford refuse to bargain 
on such a contract, the union 
membership is determ ined th a t se­
rious preparations fo r a s tr ik e  be 
made; s tr ik e  k itchens to be set 
up; supplies of cots and firs t a id ; 
in  short, a w e ll prepared cam­
paign to force Ford to surrender.

Should th is  be done, as i t  was 
in the great struggles w ith  GM 
and Chrysler, Ford w i l l  go down 
to defeat.

Vinson Anti-Labor Bill 
Is G ov’t Trial Balloon

Vinson, Georgia (poll tax) Democrat and chairman of the 
powerful Flouse Naval Affairs Committee, last week introduced 
in Congress a b ill to enforce arbitration in all labor disputes 
and to forbid the closed shop in any company engaged in work 
on a naval contract.

Although Vinson asserts the b ill is his own individual pro­
posal, it is d ifficult to believe that he acted without consultation 
with the Navy Department. The chairman of the House Naval 
Affairs Committee works in closest conjunction with the Navy 
Department. It is equally hard to believe that Roosevelt, had he

i>---------------------- --------------------------------so desired, could not have prevent­
ed the move through his contro l 
o f the Navy Department.

The b ill calls fo r  the setting up 
of a three-man Naval Defense 
Board, appointed by the President, 
to which a ll labor disputes in vo lv ­
ing  w ork  on “ naval contracts”  
must be subm itted to r review. Be­
fore such review, the employer 
and employes w i l l  conduct nego­
tia tions fo r a settlement " in  good 
fa ith ,” ’ and i f  the settlement is 
n6t reached a fte r 20 days of such 
negotiations, the dispute then 
goes to the N iv a l Defense Board. 
Th is board w i l l  have 36 days to

study the case, a t the end of which 
period i t  w i l l  subm it a public re ­
po rt of “ findings.”  The employes 
must then m ain ta in  an add itiona l 
30 days w a itin g  period before they 
arc perm itted to undertake s trike  
action.

I t  is therefore possible fo r the 
employer, w ith  the aid o f the 
board, to s ta ll o ff a s tr ike  fo r  
nearLy three months. Th is  is long 
enough to break a un ion or break 
down s tr ik e  sentiment.

And i f  th is  is  no t su ffic ien t in  
itse lf to curb un ion organization 
and action, There is the clause 
w h ich p roh ib its  any lin io n  or in ­

d iv idu a l from  “ re q u iring  or a t­
tem pting  to require, as a condi­
tion  or prerequisite of the employ­
m ent o f any in d iv idu a l by a naval 
con tractor”  th a t such an in d iv id ­
ual “ be or not be”  a member of 
any labor organization.

In  o ther words, the b i l l  would 
make the open-shop compulsory.

Th is  open-shop clause is fu rth e r 
re inforced by a section which 
gives the employers the d irect 
power to fire union men, on the 
grounds o f alleged membership in, 
o r so lic ita tion  of membership for, 
the Communist Party, German- 
Anierican Bund “ or any other sub­
versive organization.”

The amount of resistance which 
organized labor puls up against 
th is  b il l w ill be closely watched 
by the adm in is tra tion , w h ich  un­
doubtedly regards the move as a 
“ fee le r" in de term in ing  how fa r 
and how fast i t  can proceed to ­
ward tigh ten ing  the legis lative 
curbs on the r ig h ts  o f labor in 
connection w ith  the development 
o f the governm ent’s w a r program.

W hy W e Fight 
The W ar Bill

AN EDITO RIAL
1 he opposition to the Roosevelt lend-lease bill includes 

many different individuals and groups who present different 
reasons for their opposition. The intelligent and class-con­
scious worker can accept only those which are valid for him 
as a member of the working class, the class that has to furnish 
the vast majority of those who do the fighting and dying.

It is not at all d ifficu lt to see through the opposition of a 
man like Lindbergh. He does not pretend to be interested in 
the preservation of democracy. To that extent it can be said 
that he is more honest than many o f those who say they op­
pose the bill on the ground that it grants too much power to 
the President. Lindbergh is an admirer of the fascist system, 
the system which has as its main function the destruction of 
every democratic right that the working class has gained in 
the past by continuous struggle. To Lindbergh and those who 
think as he does fascism is not something to be fought tooth 
and nail but is the only effective method to solve the prob­
lems of a decaying capitalist order. Lindbergh is not interested 
in the horrors of war; he is simply afraid of the revolutionary 
consequences of a defeat for either the fascist or the demo­
cratic imperialists.

It goes without sayiiig that no worker who is opposed to 
theHease-lend b ill can hav^anything in common with Lind­
bergh in his opposition to that bill. The defeat and destruc­
tion of fascism must be and is the objective of every intel­
ligent worker.

The opposition of people like Hoover, Vandenberg and 
the rest of the Old Republican die-hards is not much more 
subtle than Lindbergh’s opposition.

I hat Hoover and his crowd are the least b it interested 
in delending democracy against Roosevelt is something that 
no one with the slightest intelligence is capable of believing. 
They represent the most reactionary section of the American 
capitalists, a section that is ready and w illing to crush every 
democratic right possessed by the working masses.

I heir opposition to the lease-Iend b ill is motivated: (1) 
by the fact that they want to make capital for their party, 
and (2) they do not accept the idea that a victory for the 
fascists represents such a great danger to the interests of Ame­
rican imperialism. While they prefer a victory of British im­
perialism they are not w illing to go as far as Roosevelt to as­
sure such a victory.

Then there are the sincere pacifist democrats, who are 
really worried about the possibility of Roosevelt’s becoming 
a dictator. They also oppose the b ill because they do not want 
this country to be involved in a war. The arguments of this 
group have to be studied carefully by the advanced worker.

Naturally our party and all thinking workers are op­
posed to granting powers to the President which can and w ill 
be used to drag us into the war and conduct it  dictatorially. 
Yet the basic reason for OUR opposition is not prim arily be­
cause of those aspects of the bill.

I f  granting additional power to the President would mean 
a more effective struggle against fascism we would be for the 
bill. Yes, i f  going to war would mean fighting and destroying 
fascism we would be for an immediate declaration of war. We 
have nothing to cfo w ith and we look w itli contempt upon those 
who think that fascism can be destroyed without a serious 
struggle.

But our party is convinced, and every thinking worker 
w ill sooner or later agree with us, that Roosevelt is not going 
to war to fight fascism but to protect American imperialist in­
terests against a rival imperialism.

Does it require much argument to prove this?
When the democratic Loyalists were fighting Franco what 

did Roosevelt do? He boycotted the Loyalists and helped 
Franco.

Roosevelt wants to aid Greece, now.under the control of 
as brutal a dictatorship as ever existed.

Roosevelt never said a word against any of the dictator­
ships in South America.

Roosevelt’s war w ill be a war to guard and extend the 
interests of the capitalist class of this country. That is why we 
shall oppose entry into the war and shall oppose the war even 
after entry.

The victory of British imperialism w ill not destroy 
fascism.

It  is only the victory of the British working class against 
the British capitalist class that can turn this struggle into a 
real struggle against fascism.

It  is only i f  the workers of this country take potter into 
their own hands and take over the industries that this country 
w ill be able to wage a’ victorious war against fascism*—both 
at home and abroad.

“ Enemy”
Provides
Formula
Essentials of Bill 
Are Left Untouched 
By Republicans

The pretext of the Republi­
can die-hards that they were in 
principled opposition to Roose­
velt’s “ lend-lease”  War Powers 
B ill was dropped Tuesday, 
when one of the most authorita­
tive spokesmen for the Repub­
licans, Representative James A. 
Wadsworth of New York, an­
nounced he had come to the 
conclusion ‘‘that this or a simi­
lar measure”  must be adopted.

The on ly  face-saving fo rm u la  
W adsw orth asked of the Democ­
rats was inc lus ion  in  the b i l l  o f 
k  t im e - lim it and a specific sum 
to be used by the President under 
the b ill.  To underline how li t t le  
these “ compromises”  meant, W ad­
sworth offered no specific sum or 
tim e -lim it of his own, leaving the 
in it ia t iv e  to Roosevelt’s spokes­
men and m aking i t  clear he would 
accept v ir tu a lly  any proposals 
they made.

T im s d id  the hypocritica l “ op­
position”  of the Republicans 
cease— as we predicted in  advance. 
"N a tiona l U n ity ”  is here —  the 
u n ity  o f the cap ita lis t class 
against the workers.

Roosevelt’s Congressional lead­
ers im m edia te ly indicated th e ir  
readiness to jo in  W adsw orth in  
concretiz ing his fo rm ula .

THE SKY’S TH E  L IM IT
Under th is  fo rm ula , Roosevelt 

w i l l  be given several b illions  and 
a two or three-year period, in  
which he w i l l  have an absolutely 
free hand in conducting the war. 
He needs no th ing  more fo r  his 
purposes. W hen he has expended 
those b illio n s  a t the end o f two 
years or so, he w i l l  have dragged 
the country  so deeply in to  the war 
tha t ne ithe r the exhaustion of his 
b illions  or (he exp ira tion  o f the 
t im e -lim it w ill lead to any change 
in the s itua tion .

In  a word, th is  is m erely a fo r­
mula under which, w ith o u t te llin g  
th e ir  constituencies the tru th , the 
Congressmen w i l l  have endorsed 
the waging of war. La ter, under 
the pre text of dealing w ith  an 
accomplished fact, they w i l l  g ran t 
Roosevelt whatever he demands.

Henceforth, it. is clear, there 
w i l l  be no real opposition to the 
war, and no demand fo r  an end 
to the w ar, except when the 
w o rk ing  class develops a new lead­
ership dedicated to p u ttin g  an 
end to the w ar by workingclass 
methods and fo r the interests of 
the w o rk ing  class.

GRACE CARLSON 
TOUR THIS WEEK

READING, Pa.: Friday, 
Feb. 7, 8 P.M., at (lie Brick­
layers Hall, 836 Elm St. Sub­
ject: “Road to Socialism—  
Proletarian Military Policy.” 

QUAKERTOW N, Pa.: Sat­
urday, Feb. 8, 8 P.M., at Union 
Hall, Front and Park. Subject: 
“The Right to Life.” 

PH ILA D ELPH IA , Pa.: Sun­
day, Feb. 9 8 P.M., at Chat­
tahoochee Hall, (Northeast 
corner Girard Ave., and Hut­
chinson St.). Subject: “The 
Right to Life.”

PITTSBURGH, Pa. Friday, 
Feb., 14, 8:30 P.M., at Moose 
Hall, 634 Penn Ave., Subject: 
“War and the Workers.”
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W rite  to us— te ll us w ha t's  go ing  on in  y o u r pa rt of the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w orkers  th in k in g  a b o u tt— te ll 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the loca l cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t 
p r in t and that s to ry  they buried o r  d is to rted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  m ust c a rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not w an t yo u r name printed.

C olored W orke r Says 
I l is  People Should  
Read the M IL IT A N T

E d ito r
In  many sections o f the country 

there are w h ite  newspapers tha t 
have th e ir  columns of news de­
voted to the e o lo m l citizen. They 
are usua lly  innocuous gossip and 
tales ot' no p a rticu la r in te rest to 
the w o rk ing  class.

The real lig h tin g  strength of 
the  Negro cannot be b u ilt  up 
th rough such chronicles of “ so­

c ie ty  do ing”  bu t on ly  by the la­
bor press that is interested in  the 
masses and th e ir  sufferings.

W h ile  the colored press has 
plenty o f fight, i t  does not occupy 
the place a genuine figh ting  paper 
does. The colored people need to 
read a com pletely whoie-heafted 
revo lu tiona ry  jo u rn a l lik e  T H E  
M IL IT A N T . We need som ething 
tha t w i l l  give us heart and strength 
fo r  the hard struggles ahead, and 
the revo lu tiona ry  press has th a t 
needed surge.

Yours t ru ly
JA M E S  M IL L E R

Chicago, 111.

Phelps-Dodge Strikers Victory; 
Company Agrees To Negotiate

f)

Boss Had Refused 
To Agree To An 
NLRB Election

Reuther Tries To 
O utw it Locals
He And Thomas Are Trying To Find Way 
To Overrule General Motors Conference

D E TR O IT, M ich., Feb. 3.—W al­
te r  Reuther and R.. J. Thomas are 
frigh tened  a t the po ss ib ility  of a 
revo lt of the ran k  and file o f Gen­
era l Motors workers against: the 
Rcuthcr-Thom as po licy of conser- 
va tiv ism  and inaction, are maneu­
ve ring  to s idetrack the decisions 
o f the GM conference in to  the 
harmless hands of the In te rn a ­
tion a l GM council, a body la rge ly 
contro lled by Reuther.

I t  was announced, in  the Feb. 
1 issue of the United Autom obile 
W orker, th a t a revised contract 
would he draw n up at the meet­
in g  o f the GM Council on Feb. 
10th and 11th, w h ile  the GM con­
ference of delegates from  a ll GM 
locals, w h ich  w ill undoubtedly be 
made up of a rea l representation 
of the ranks, w i l l  confine itse lf' 
to  “ recommendations.”

I t  is a lready well-know n that 
Reuther, GM director, is  ta lk in g  
of a “ n icke l wage increase,”  w h ile  
the ra n k  and file  are determ ined 
to get a t least a ten cent blanket 
raise, in  add ition  to ra is ing  the 
level o f those p lan ts w h ich  are 
fa r  below the average GM wage 
levels.

P A Y  FO R  D R A F T E E S
W hile  Reuther and Thomas 

have announced tha t they w i l l  ask 
fo r  an increase from  10 to 80 
hours pay to draftees, represent­
atives of several locals have made 
i t  known th a t they w i l l  demand

a much more sa tis fac to ry  agree­
m ent fo r the support of draftees’ 
fam ilies . They w il l  demand tha t 
GM pay the d iffe rence between 
a rm y pay and $100 a m onth fo r 
a ll employes of the company d ra ft­
ed in to  the armed forces.

Many GM locals a i t  sending 
delegates to the conference pre­
pared. to demand a series of im ­
po rta n t contract changes. They 
are especially determ ined to wipe 
out the notorious “ D”  l is t  of pre­
fe ren tia l employes, to establish 
the steward system, and to sub­
s titu te  a -30 day clause fo r the 
s ix  m onth clause govern ing sen­
io r ity  r ig h ts  fo r  new employes.

The attem pt by Reuther, Tho­
mas and Co. to  p u t over a dup li- 
caitA '6f the old ro tten  agreement, 
whitewashed w ith  a n icke l raise, 
w i l l  not sit. w e ll w ith  GM local 
representatives.

A T T E N T IO N

Local New York

There w il l  be a special mem ­
bership m eeting F rid a y  Evening, 
February  7th at 8 p.m. sharp a t 
Beethoven H a ll, 210 E ast 5 th  St. 
(near 2nd Ave.)

E L IZ A B E T H , N. J „  Feb. 2—  
A no ther b ig  open-shop corpora­
tion  has been set back on its  heels 
by union s tr ik e  action. 1600 w o rk ­
ers o f the Phelps Dodge Copper 
Products C orpora tion , employed 
in the B ayw ater p lan t here, re ­
tu rn  to  w o rk  tom orrow  m orn ing 
a f te r  the company acceded to  the 
s tr ik e rs ’ demands th a t an N LR B  
election be held in the p la n t im ­
m ed ia te ly  ahd th a t the company 
agree to negotiate a un ion con­
trac t.

The B ayw a te r p la n t was shut 
down la s t F r id a y  m orn ing , a fte r  
the company refused to  consider 
un ion demands fo r  opening o f 
con tract negotiations.

The com pany w il l  enter con­
tra c t nego tia tions s ta r t in g  to ­
m orrow , fo r  a con tract w h ich  w ill 
go in to  e ffe c t when the CIO union 
w ins an N L R B  election.

The con tract demands which 
the union w i l l  ra ise  w il l  include 
wage increases fo r  production 
w orkers fro m  the present 55 cent 
ho u rly  m in im um  to  65 cents, and 
fo r  women fro m  the present 45 
cents to 50 cents and then to 55 
cents a f te r  three months.

The union shop, a 5 day-40 
hour week, tim e  and a h a lf  fo r  
Saturdays and double tim e  fo r  
Sundays and holidays w i l l  also be 
sought.

Company o ffic ia ls  were how ling  
th a t 30 m illio n  do lla rs in  w a r 
contracts are being- worked on in 
the B ayw a te r p lan t. In  addition, 
the y  cla im ed th a t the s tr ik e  tied  
up production o f orders to  other 
m anufactu re rs  w ith  w a r con­
tra c ts  to ta llin g  over $200 m illio n .

Before the s tr ik e  se ttlem ent 
was reached, P e te r Besch, in te r ­
na tiona l representa tive  o f the 
U E R M W A , who pa rtic ip a ted  in  
the s tr ik e  conferences, declared 
th a t the s tr ik e  w ou ld  be spread 
to  the Los Angeles and F o r t 
W ayne, Ind iana, p lan ts  o f the 
corpora tion, where the CIO  has 
contracts. A no the r p lan t, a t  
Yonkers, has a con tra c t w ith  the 
In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood o f  
E le c tr ica l W orkers  (A F L )  which 
defeated the TJERM W A in  an 
N L R B  election. The TJERM W A 
has filed a p ro tes t aga inst th is  
election, cha rg ing  th a t the com­
pany influenced the vo ting .

The re fusa l o f the com pany to' 
negotia te  a con tract w ith  the CIO 
union was based on the  a rgum ent 
th a t the company a lready had a 
con tract w ith  an “ independent 
un ion” , the B ayw a te r Copper 
Products Em ployes Association.

There is no doubt th a t Local 
441 w il l  make a clean sweep o f 
the com ing N L R B  elections and 
th a t the B ayw a te r p la n t w i l l  be 
w o rk in g  under a CIO  union con­
tra c t  in  the near fu tu re .

These sm iles spell V ic to ry , as s tr ike rs  o f the 
Phelps Dodge Copper P roducts C orporation,

E lizabeth. N. J. 
despite wet feet.

g ive the open-shop the  go-by 
And v ic to ry  did come M onday!

Grace Carlson 
Thanks N. Y. 
For Banquet

B y G RACE C AR LSO N
N E W  Y O R K , Feb. 4— 1 am 

sure th a t everyone who attended 
the Banquet given by  Local New 
Y o rk  on Feb. 1 a t Germ ania H a ll 
agreed th a t i t  was a huge suc­
cess. The h a ll and the tables were 
b e a u tifu lly  decorated; a fine 
crowd o f 125 co-mrades and 
friends  were in  attendance; last, 
bu t no t least, the collection taken 
up by  Comrade W . W arde fo r  
refugee aid was-over $250.
(•• F e lix  M o rro w  acted as toas t­
m aster. F a r re l l Dobbs, A lb e r t 
Goldman, H e n ry  M a rtin , L a r ry  
W illia m s  and I  were on the 
speaking program . I t  was in te r­
esting  to  note th a t  the speeches 
a ll dea lt w ith  various phases o f 
P a rty  w o rk—-the d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
the M IL IT A N T , trade 
w o rk  in  N ew  Y o rk , re c ru it in g  in 
New Y o rk  and th rou gh ou t the 
coun try , etc. These p ractica l, 
do-wn-to-the-earth speeches were 
listened to  by  the  comrades and 
frien ds  w ith  the g reatest in te r ­
est. A  fu r th e r  ind ica tion  o f the 
w onderfu l change in  the New 
Y o rk  P a rty .

In  m y  speech a t the Banquet, 
I  took occasion to  thank  the New 
Y o rk  comrades ” ■> fV>e name o f 
the M innesota P a rty , ijince I  un­
derstood ve ry  w e ll th a t the B an­
quet— fo rm a lly  in  m y  honor— was 
intended to  honor the M innesota 
comrades fo r  the good w o rk  do-ne 
in  the  election cam paign.

A s  I  leave New  Y o rk , I  w an t 
to  thank  a ll o f the New  Y o rk  
comrades aga in  fo r  the ve ry  
p leasant tim e  th a t I  had du ring  
m y s tay  in  the “ B ig  C ity .”

Waller Death 
Sentence Is 
Appealed

P etition  fo r  a w r i t  of e rro r has 
been filed w ith  the V irg in ia  Court 
of Appeals in  the case of Odell 
W aller, 23-ycar old Negro share­
cropper whose conv iic tion  fo r the 
self-defense k i l l in g  of his landlord 
is being appealed by the W orkers 
Defense League.

In  a few days the court w i l l  set 
a date fo r  argum ent to be pre­
sented by the league's counsel, 
Thomas I I .  Stone and John F. 
F ine rty .

F ine rty , fo rm erly  Tom Mooney’s 
counsel, w i l l  handle the constitu ­
tiona l aspects of the case, the lea­
gue charg ing th a t W a lle r's  tr ia l,  
before a ju ry  draw n on ly  from  

union [ those able to pay th e ir  p o ll tax, 
excluded sharecroppers and other 
poor people and was in  v io la tio n  
o f the 14th amendment to the 
C onstitu tion, w h ich  guarantees a ll 
citizens the r ig h t  of t r ia l by a 
ju ry  of th e ir  peers.

W a lle r was sentenced to die De­
cember 27, bu t the W orkers De­
fense League won a stay u n t il 
March 34. Now the league is ap­
pealing, w ith  the cooperation of 
the N ationa l Association fo r the 
Advancement of Colored People 
and the B rotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters.

loin the Socialist 
Workers Party

S U B  D R IV E  
U N D E R  W A Y !!

A l l  the branches have by th is  
tim e received sub blanks and lis t  
o f  ex-subscribers to  both pub­
lications, on the in tro d u c to ry  
M I L I T A K  T -F . I .  subscrip tion 
d rive . B ranch challenges in  the 
d rive  com petition  are f ly in g  th ic k  
and fa s t:  New Haven aga inst 
Rochester; F l in t  aga inst Youngs­
to w n ; Boston aga inst Chicago. 
D e tro it  takes on Chicago, Boston 
A N D  N e w ark ! N e x t week we 
sha ll s ta r t  ru n n in g  the sub-drive 
score-board, in  the  challenge 
categories. Get your challenges 
in ;  bu t even m ore im p o rta n t—  
get those subs ro llin g  in !

D E T R O IT  O K A Y S  
B U N D L E  IN C R E A S E

Dr-a-T'OTT, M ich.— “ You w il l  be 
interested to know  th a t the, De­
t ro it  branch has approved a doub­
lin g  o f our bundle order, effective 
w ith  the firs t issue o f the M IL I ­
T A N T .”  Good w ork, E. H .! How 
do the auto workers lik e  the 
6-page M IL IT A N T ?

LOS A N G E L E S  
E X P A N S IO N

LOS AN G LE LES, C a lif.— "The 
L . A. section is on the eve of in ­
creasing the bundle order to M in ­
neapolis proportions,”  w rite s  H.

T., outgoing L. A . agent. (M ost 
honorably discharged in to  indus- 
s try .)  “ The financia l arrangement 
is now being worked out; the de­
f in ite  order m ay come w ith  the 
next report. The increase is ab­
solute ly needed, as our present o r­
der, a lthough large, is absolutely 
insu ffic ien t fo r  our needs. W ith  
the added copies we w i l l  reach 
new groups o f w orkers.”  We look 
to the new agent, M. W. fo r news 
of the projected L. A. expansion.

YO U N G S TO W N
YO U N G S TO W N , O h i o— “ A l-  

though we have a lw ays had good 
response to  our mass w o rk  w ith  
the paper, the  rea l va lue was 
never re a lly  realized as i t  was at 
the tim e  o f our Carlson m eeting.

“ The papers were d is tribu ted  
as usual a t the  m il l gates. F rom  
the paper and the inserted le a f­
le t, the w orkers read o f the  C a rl­
son m eeting. A s a resu lt, we had 
10 absolute ly new people a t  our 
m eeting, a ll having read o f the 
m eeting in  the paper. A ltho ug h  
num erica lly  sm all, the  content, 
be ing made up o f steel workers, 
was very good.

“ We had an unusua lly  large col­
lection. Also a fte r Comrade C arl­
son’s speech, d u rin g  discussion, 
one of our old contacts, never so

enthused, got up and made an ex­
cellent speech u rg in g  the workers 
present im m edia te ly  to respond to 
the P arty 's  appeal fo r  im m ediate 
action, and u rg in g  those present 
to become members o f the Social­
is t W orkers P arty. Indeed th is  
was an excellent ending fo r a good 
meeting. Due to the widespread 
f lu  epidem ic in  Youngstown, we 
were unable to have approxim ­
ate ly  e igh t sure people to the meet­
ing, who were al) i l l  at home w ith  
the flu . However, thanks to the 
papers d is tribu ted , we were able 
to reach the workers and those 
who could attend. The people 
there were m il ita n t  workers. To 
date we haven 't a paper on hand, 
except the new bundle th a t just 
a rrived ton igh t.

“ In  the near fu tu re  we hope to 
increase our bundle.”  Thanks, I. 
C „ fo r  the excellent report.

R E S U LTS  IN  C H IC AG O
CH IC AG O , 111— “ Last n ig h t we 

covered the  local N A A C P  meet­
in g . W hen we a rrived  there, 
the re  were already 150 persons 
in  the  bu ild ing , and when we 
s ta rted  d is tr ib u tin g  the papers 
several persons came ou t to  get 
m ore fo r  those inside. O ur paper 
was V E R Y  W E L L  received a t 
th is  m eeting.”  T h is  was appar­
e n tly  no t the on ly Chicago mass 
m eeting a t which our paper was 
w e ll received.. F o r . the recent 
U A W  mass m eeting Comrade H . 
J., Chicago agent, found i t  neces­
sary to  order an ex tra  thousand 
papers.

= = = = =  By CARI.

The A F L  C L E V E L A N D  C IT I­
Z E N  disputes the  assertion o f 
the CIO  Cleveland U N I O N  
L E A D E R  th a t S ir  W a lte r C itr in e  
is a “ w ealthy, t it le d  and a r is to ­
c ra tic  B r it is h  labor fa k e r.”

The A F L  sheet says S ir  W a l­
te r  “ is pa id ju s t about o n e -fifth  
as much as John Lew is, P h ilip  
M u rra y  o r W illia m  Green.”

T h a t could s t i l l  leave S ir W a l­
te r  a w ea lthy  labo r fake r.

:► s?
President Sal H o ffm a n  o f the 

U pho lsterers In te rn a tio n a l Union 
gave P resident Roosevelt a 100% 
union-ma'de upholstered ch a ir on 
his b ir th d a y  la s t m onth. Inc iden­
ta lly  the new organ iza tiona l D i­
rec to r o f the U pho ls terers  In te r ­
na tiona l is A lb e rt W eisbord.

* *  *
W e see th a t  J. S. P oto fsky, 

general secre ta ry -treasu re r o f 
the Am algam ated C lo th in g  W o rk ­
ers, is s t i l l  ta lk in g  in the A D ­
V A N C E  about “ m ak ing  unionism  
a w ay o f life .”  A l l  w orkers m ust 
have unions, but w h a t en lightened 
w o rke r w ants to accept the con­
tinuance o f his wage-slavery as 
a “ way o f l i fe ? ”  Y e t th is  is 
w h a t P o to fsky means. W h a t m ust 
be done is to go B E Y O N D  un ion­
ism to  the creation o f a w o rk ­
ers’ po litica l p a r ty  and a w o rk ­
ers’ governm ent th a t  can end 
th is  “ w ay o f l i fe ”  and re a lly  pe r­
m it the to ile rs  to live  fo r  the f irs t  
tim e.

* * *
A  sharp labo r c r it ic is m  o f the  

m il ita ry  caste is contained in  an 
ed ito ria l in  the Janua ry  24th 
W est Coast S A IL O R :

“ The an ti-un ion  stand o f m any 
a rm y  men. who consider wages, 
in it ia t io n  fees and dues too h igh 
and hours o f w o rk  too  short, is 
becoming m ore m an ifes t in  the 
discussions between un ion o f­
fic ia ls  and A rm y  officers . . .  The 
tendency o f the  m il i ta ry  to  set 
its e lf  up as a priv ileged  caste 
over and above th a t o f the body 
o f c iv ilians  is nea rly  too obvious 
to requ ire  any g re a t am ount of 
e lucidation. W ith o u t s topp ing  to 
rea lize the S tra teg ic  pos ition  oc­
cupied by in d u s tr ia l w o rkers  in  
any na tiona l economy and the 
severe g r in d  the y  have to  go 
th rough  to  acquire the s ta tus o f 
sk illed  -or Sem i-skilled w orkers, 
i t  (the a rm y ) a rro g a n tly  ap­
proaches the problem  as i f  they

O’S H E A  ' — —

were buck p riva tes  to  be com­
manded a t w ill.

“ U n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the  a rm y  
officers, bu t fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  o r­
ganized labor, the w orkers  do n o t 
g ive aw ay w h a t they  have fou gh t 
so hard to- g a in  m ere ly  because 
o f a high-handed a ttitu d e  and 
ignorance. I t  is becoming p la in  
to  the  m ore experiencecLmen con­
nected w ith  na tiona l defense th a t 
the a rm y  personnel is ve ry  much 
in  need o f a lib e ra l education 
when i t  comes to  hand ling  prob­
lems in vo lv ing  la b o r . . . ”

* * *
The N E W  LE A D E R , pro-war 

organ o f the Social-Dem ocratic 
Federation, has c e rta in ly  got i t ­
se lf ih  a rid icu lous  position fo r  
a Sheet ca llin g  its e lf socialist. In  
its  anx ie ty  to convin e the people 
tha t the U n ited States should a t 
a ll costs go to w ar against H itle r , 
it  now confronts the argum ent of 
some Am erican in d u s tr ia lis ts  th a t 
B r ita in  is going socia lis t. The 
New Leader says it  a in 't  so, and 
urges the businessmen no t to ab­
s ta in  from  aid to England because 
o f any fear o f “ post-war Social­
ism ”  (the iro n ica l quotation 
m arks are the New Leader’s). T h is  
paper quotes from  the program  of 
the B r it is h  Labor P a rty  to PROVE 
th a t i t  won’t lead England to so­
cia lism . The New Leader con­
vinced me, a ll r ig h t. The New 
Leader may w in  the support of 
B ig  Business fo r its  program. B u t 
w hy i t  should w in  the support of 
a single A m erican w o rk in g  man 
is beyond me.

? t  T
“ The sym pathy of the r ic h  fo r  

poverty  never preserved the poor 
from  h u m ilia tio n  and need.” —- 
T ro tsky, W h ith e r England?  Page 
70. ’

* * #
“ Under cap ita lism , democracy is  

narrowed, crushed, cu rta iled , m u­
tila te d  by a ll the conditions of 
wage-slavery, the  po ve rty  and 
m ise ry  o f the masses. T h is  is the 
reason, and the on ly  reason, w hy 
the o ffic ia ls  of our p o lit ic a l par­
ties and trade unions become cor­
ru p t— or more precisely, tend to 
become co rru p t— under cap ita lis t 
conditions, w hy they show, a ten­
dency to tu rn  in to  bureaucrats,
1. e„ p riv ileged persons detached 
from  the masses, and standing 
above the masses.” — Len in , To­
w ard the Seizure of Power, Book
2, Page 243.

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND

109% Score As 
Drive Closes!

B y F A R R E L L  DOBBS
W e’re over the top in  the T ro ts k y  M em oria l Fund cam paign!
The to ta l con tribu tions  to  the Fund exceeded the  o r ig in a l 

quotas by 9% as the cam paign closed on F eb ru a ry  1st. F ifte e n  
branches exceeded th e ir  quotas, several by a  qu ite  substan tia l pe r­
centage. A no the r fifte en  branches came th rough  an even 100%. O n ly  
one branch found its e lf  unable to  make the grade. The quotas 
o r ig in a lly  accepted could be m et on ly  th rou gh  serious e ffo r t .  The 
task was no t in  any sense a pushover.

T h is  eloquent m a te ria l dem onstra tion  o f .v ita l i ty  speaks. fo r  
itse lf. I t  is  som eth ing o f a record in  our own p a rty . N o t to  m ention  
the sharp con tras t between th is  dynam ic perform ance and the 
ca la m ity  how ling  o f ou r im poten t, pseudo-radical p o lit ic a l oppon­
ents who g row  weaker and less confident every day.

We have dem onstra tive ly  revealed ou r g ro w in g  s treng th  and 
effectiveness. A  commendable jo b  o f p ro v id in g  m a te ria l means fo r  
our w ork, comrades. Go F o rw a rd !
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Internal Stalinist Declaration On 'Trotskyism’
It Launches W itch-Hunt Against Communist Party’s O w n Members

The im portan t advances made by the Socia list W orkers P arty  
in  the last few m onths— indicated by the re tu rns  in  the M inne­
sota elections, the expansion of our press, the very successful 
to u r o f Comrade Grace Carlson, new successes in  the trade unions, 
etc.— have driven  the leadership of the Communist P arty  to launch 
a new campaign against “ T ro tsky ism .”  The opening gun in  th e ir  
campaign, la y ing  down the line  tha t is to be lo llowed, is not 
a public document, but an in te rna l one, published in  the in te rna l 
b u lle tin  of tbe N ational Committee of the Com m unist P arty . We 
pub lish  i t  in  the ad jo in ing  columns, and we propose to answer 
i t  in  th is  artic le .

The document o f the N a tiona l Committee of the Communist 
P a rty  is typ ica l of w ha t goes under the name of “ se lf-c ritic ism ”  
in  the S ta lin is t apparatus. I t  la ises  the question, w hy the T ro t­
sky is ts  made such gains in  Minnesota, bu t de libera te ly  avoids 
re a lly  answering the question. The answer i t  expects from  its  
M innesota subordinates is indicated in  advance: a pe rfuncto ry  
am ount of breast-beating about the fa ilu re  o f the M innesota S ta l­
in is ts  to adequately combat the T ro tsky is ts . T h is  is the answer 
o f a police m ind. I t  is lik e  the P inkerton  exp lanation of a s tr ike : 
no t enough was done in  advance to destroy the in fluence of the 
un ion leaders. W hy  the T ro tsky is ts  w in  mass in fluence: th a t 
question the S ta lin is t leaders w i l l  not and cannot answer. B u t 
we can: elsewhere in  th is  paper Comrade Grace.Carlson explains 
the M innesota developments.

A p a rt from  the com pla ints about Minnesota, the rest o f the 
S ta lin is t document consists o f a discussion o f ways and means 
of preventing, "T ro ts k y is t pene tra tion”  w ith in  the Com m unist 
Party .

The document’s reference to the proposals of Comrades T ro t­
sky  and Cannon is tho rough ly  d istorted. The in terested reader 
need on ly  look up the issues of the Socialist Appeal where these 
proposals ■were openly published in  fu l l  de ta il, and he w i l l  find 
th a t w hat we were ta lk in g  about was the task of un ited  fron ts  
o f the Socia list W orkers P a rty  and the Com m unist P a rty  on 
certa in  specific issues on w h ich  we can jo in t ly  act against the 
reactionaries. These discussions on the un ited f ro n t are no t 
honestly iden tified in  the S ta lin is t document because the last 
th in g  the S ta lin is t leaders w ant th e ir  members to know  is tha t 
the T ro tsky is ts  are prepared to discuss jo in t  action  against the 
reactionaries and w ar mongers.

T h is  d is to rted reference in  the S ta lin is t document is designed 
to cover up the rea l purpose o f th a t section o f the document: 
namely, to organize a w itch -hu n t w ith in  the Com m unist Party , 
not against T ro tsky is ts  a t a ll, but against a ll members of the 
Com m unist P a rty  who, w ith o u t any contact w ith  the T ro tsky is ts  
o r w ith o u t any knowledge o f the program  o f the T ro tsky is ts , have 
nevertheless begun to  th in k  seriously about the fundam ental 
problems con fron ting  the revo lu tion is ts .

Note who are to be the v ic tim s  o f th is  w itch -hun t: “  ‘honest 
ra n k  and file rs ’ spreading doubt,”  those a ttem p ting  “ to underm ine 
the confidence of the membership in  the leadership,”  those m aking 
“ Very ‘le ft ’ proposals,”  those “ expressing 'doubts' regard ing various 
phases o f Soviet po licy .”  In  a word, a ll those th in k in g  w orkers 
in  the Com m unist P a rty  and its  periphery, who are beginn ing to 
c r it ic a lly  examine tbe preposterous Browder leadership, who want 
a firm  revo lu tiona ry  po licy, who are increasing ly  d isturbed by S ta l­
in ’s reactionary  ro le— those, and not the T ro tsky is ts , are to be the 

.v ic tim s o f th is  w itch -hunt.
A nd here we m ust correct our in tro du c to ry  rem arks. Wo 

said th a t our successes have driven  the Com m unist P a rty  to launch 
th is  campaign. I t  would be more accurate to say th a t the present 
w orld  s itua tion  has d riven  them to launch th is  campaign. The 
u n fo ld ing  of a ll the im p lica tions of the second W orld  W ar, in ­
c lud ing  as an in te g ra l aspect S ta lin ’s reactionary po licy, are the 
roo t causes o f th is  desperate campaign of the Com m unist P arty. 
Our successes are bu t the resu lt of our correct po licy o f struggle 
against the im p e ria lis t w ar and against S ta lin ’s counter-revolu­
tio n a ry  po licy. The evident panic o f the Com m unist P a rty  lead­
ership, as indicated in th e ir  document, is fear no t on ly  of the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  bu t fear also o f w ha t the membership 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  is th in k in g  about— and w hat th a t mem­
bership w i l l  do when i t  has though t th ings through.

W hy They Fear T h e ir Otvn Members
The w ar, w h ich  s trips  eve ry th ing bare, is  more find more 

exposing the real na ture o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy and its  
perfid ious policies. The N ationa l Committee o f the Com m unist 
P arty  is re a lly  disturbed about “ expressions o f doubt regard ing 
various phases o f Soviet po licy.”  The Moscow T ria ls , the S ta lin- 
H it le r  pact, and the subsequent S ta lin -H itle r trade agreements, 
the jo in t  p a rtitio n  of Poland w ith  H itle r , the invasion o f F in land, 
M otolov’s kow -tow ing before R ibbentrop, these and other recent 
events have provoked the greatest consternation and convulsions 
in  the ranks o f the Com m unist In te rn a tion a l. They have created 
doubts in  the m inds of revo lu tiona ry  workers everywhere about 
S ta lin ’s policies and the ro le o f h is In te rn a tion a l.

B u t these doubts are no th ing  compared to the doubts in  store 
tom orrow  when Com m unist w orkers in  th is  and o ther countries 
lea rn  about recent developments w ith in  the Soviet Union w h ich 
have h ith e rto  been kep t from  them  by th e ir  own p a rty  leaders. 
In  h is recent dispatches from  Moscow, W a lte r D uran ty, insp ired 
by the K re m lin , is  a lready a ttem p ting  to cushion pub lic  op in ion 
against the shocks i t  w i l l  receive when i t  hears of S ta lin ’s new 
blows against the Soviet workers.

The S ta lin is t press here has no t yet p rin ted  a word o f the 
so-called pre-conference discussion w h ich lias been published in  
the Soviet press in  preparation fo r the 18th P a rty  Conference. 
Ask the Com m unist p a rty  leaders w hy the D a ily  W orker rem ains 
s ile n t on the preparations fo r  th is  Conference.

S ta lin ’s Recent A n ti-Labor Laws
The Com m unist P a rty  has launched a g igan tic  p u b lic ity  cam­

paign to sell a m illio n  copies o f the Dean of C anterbury’s book 
“ The Soviet Power.”  (Inc id e n ta lly , w ha t w ould Le n in  have said 
Of the fac t tha t, tw en ty-four years a fte r the establishm ent of the 
f irs t  w orkers state, its  o ffic ia l representatives m ust lean upon 
a pacifis t sky-p ilo t of the reactionary  Church of England as its  
p r in c ip a l defender in  the English-speaking w orld?) The Dean’s 
book praises the system of free education in  the Soviet Union. 
B u t since he w ro te  h is book th a t free educational system has 
been abolished. On October 2, 1940, a K re m lin  ukase provided 
th a t a ll secondary school students henceforth have to pay tu it io n  
fees. W ith  the low  wages paid to the average Soviet w o rke r th is  
means th a t his ch ild ren  are deprived of the p o ss ib ility  of educa­
tio n . In  the D a ily  W orke r and o ther C. P. papers you w i l l  no t 
find e ither the tex t o r a descrip tion o f th is  reactionary  order 
w h ich  sets back the Soviet educational system, once the best in  
the w orld , behind th a t o f the U n ited States.

The Dean’s “ Soviet Power”  asserts th a t ch ild  labor has been 
e lim inated in  the USSR. B u t the p rim a ry  purpose of the October 
2 ukase was to d rive  the ch ild ren  o f the Soviet w orkers and 
peasants ou t o f the schools and in to  factories, fields and mines. 
T h is  ukase was supplemented on the same day by s t i l l  another, 
o ff ic ia lly  se ttin g  up the ch ild  labor system. A ga in  the Com­
m un is t P a rty  papers are s ilen t about th is  ukase. You w i l l  find 
on ly  one o r tw o meager and obscurely-worded references to  “ in-

Text of Communist Party Statement On Trotskyism

(The fo llo w in g  is the verbatim  te x t o f an a rtic le , “ S trugg le  
A g a in s t T ro tsky ism ,”  which was published by the N a tion a l Com­
m ittee o f the  Com m unist P a rty  in  the January, 1941 issue o f the 
N a tion a l Com m ittee 's in te rn a l p a rty  organ, P A R T Y  N E W S .)

W hen a -S 'ro tzky ite  can secure? 
some 6,000 votes in  the case of 
the T ro tzky ite  candidate fo r U. S. 
Senate in  Minnesota, i t  is  some­
th in g  to th in k  about. And when 
th is  vote even exceeds the vote 
cast fo r  our P a rty  candidate in  
Minnesota then i t  is re a lly  a se­
rious  challenge to our P arty , and 
not alone in  Minnesota. The fact 
th a t ou r comrades in  M innesota 
te ll us tha t these votes, lik e  the 
votes fo r  Norm an Thomas, should 
re a lly  have gone to our P arty  
on ly  emphasizes the problem. S ur­
e ly  no one th in k s  tha t a ll of these 
6,000 who voted fo r the T ro tzky ­
ite  are counter-revo lu tionary paid 
agents o f W a ll Street. B u t the 
fac t rem ains th a t they did  vote 
fo r the counter-revo lu tionary es­
pionage agency th a t parades un­
der the name of “ Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty .”

Dangerous U nderestim ations
N or is the problem settled or 

answered by p o in ting  to the fac t 
th a t nowhere else w ith  the pos­
sible exception of New Jersey have 
the T ro tzky ites  ever made such a 
showing in  an election. True, 
nowhere else have the T ro tsky- 
ites been able to secure contro l 
of sections of the labor movement

as in  the case o f the teamsters’ 
organ ization in  M inneapolis and 
St. Paul. B u t the fact th a t they 
are able to  re ta in  th is  contro l 
over a num ber o f years, and to 
use th is  con tro l not on ly  fo r  d is­
ru p tin g  the progressive move­
ments in  th a t state but also to 
w in  the allegiance of such a large 
num ber of workers to  th e ir  candi­
date, represents a challenge tha t 
m ust be met. Unless th is  chal­
lenge is m et and the T ro tzky ites  
exposed and defeated, there is no 
guarantee th a t under s im ila r  c ir ­
cumstances they may no t be able 
to m islead workers in  other parts 
o f the country.

F o r V ig ilance  and Education
We do not here w ish to go in to  

a detailed exam ination of the 
causes fo r th is  s itua tion  in  M in ­
nesota. T h is  w i l l  have to be done, 
and tbe comrades in  Minnesota 
m ust do i t  and do i t  qu ick ly  and 
thorough ly. Here i t  is  enough to 
repeat w hat the M innesota com­
rades have already offered as an 
explanation. They adm it tha t 
they did  no t ca rry  on a struggle 
against the T ro tzky ites  because 
they believed them to he very 
weak, and thought th a t by a ttack­

in g  them, they would on ly  call 
a tten tion  to them and thus help 
them. W hat need is there here 
to go in to  any deta ils u n t il th is  
dangerous and false position is 
e lim inated? How can we analyze 
the concrete phases of the s trug ­
gle against T ro tzky ism , the strong 
and weak sides of our methods 
When we are confronted w ith  a 
s itua tion  where the comrades con­
sciously and Seriously followed a 
po licy o f no s trugg le a t a ll?  I t  is  
th is  underestim ation of the role 
of T ro tzky ism  th a t m ust be solv­
ed firs t. A nd in  so lv ing i t  we 
w i l l  o f necessity be confronted 
w ith  and solve the deta ils as to 
how to f ig h t them successfully.

I t  is essential th a t the P arty  
everywhere p ro fit by the M inne­
sota experience. I t  is  no t neces­
sary to w a it u n t il we are con­
fronted w ith  s im ila r  s itua tions in  
o ther loca lities. Now and a ll the 
tim e we m ust everywhere ca rry  
on the struggle against T ro tzky ­
ism. I t  m ust be adm itted tha t 
in  the recent period the struggle 
against th is  counter-revo lu tionary 
poison has been neglected. Our 
job is not on ly to figh t T ro tzky ism  
when i t  has already poisoned sec­
tions of tbe w o rk in g  class. We 
m ust ca rry  on a constant struggle 
against T ro tzky ism  in  order to 
im m unize the workers against it .

We m ust bear in  m ind  th a t 
always new s tra ta  of w orkers are

en te ring  tbe strugg le who have 
not ye t learned the character and 
ro le  o f the T ro tzky ites , who do 
not know its  treacherous his to ry. 
Even in  our P arty  there are many 
thousands o f members who, hav­
in g  jo ined in the las t few years, 
have not gone th rough  the s trug ­
gle th a t our P arty  has carried on 
against th is  counter-revo lu tionary 
agency.

I t  is  necessary to teach the 
P a rty  membership the h is to ry  of 
T ro tzky ism , its  ro le from  its  very 
inception, its  fina l degeneration 
in to  an espionage agency o f im ­
peria lism . I t  is  necessary to ac­
quaint the broad s tra ta  of the 
w o rk ing  clasS and to ile rs, who 
may he fooled by its  camouflage 
pose, w ith  what T ro tzky ism  rea lly  
is. Especia lly is th is  necessary 
today when, on the one hand the 
masses are m oving le ftw a rd , and, 
on the other hand, the forces of 
reaction are unloosing the sharp­
est a ttack against the w o rk in g  
class and Its  organizations, using 
a ll varie ties of methods inc lud ing  
fro n ta l attacks, co rrup tion , and 
espionage.

T H E  P A R TY  LE A D E R S  AND 
T H E  O LDER M EM BERS W HO 
H A V E  GONE THRO UG H A L L  
PHASES OF T H E  F IG H T  A- 
G A lN S T  TR O TZK Y IS M  MUST 
M A K E  IT  T H E IR  DU TY TO 
TE A C H  T H E  N E W E R  M E M ­
BERS, MUST SEE TO IT  T H A T  
T H E  P A R TY  O RG ANIZATIONS 
CO NSTANTLY CARRY ON T H E  
STRUGGLE A G A IN S T  TR O TZ­
K Y IS M  A N D  LE A R N  TO D E­
TECT TR O TZ K Y ITE S  P E N E ­
T R A T IO N  IN TO  T H E  LABOR 
M O VEM ENT A N D  EVEN  INTO  
T H E  P A R TY  IT S E L F .
G uard ing A ga in s t T ro ts k y ite  

Penetration
In  th is  connection we m ust take 

note of the recent decisions of the 
T ro tzky ites  to concentrate th e ir  
e ffo rts  to penetrate our P arty  o r­
ganizations. T h is  po licy is openly 

I stated in  a repo rt o f James Can­

non in  w h ich he adm its tha t th is  
po licy was proposed by Leon Trot- 
z lty h im self. T h is  po licy o f t r y ­
in g  to d is rup t our P arty  from  
w ith in  he adm its is made neces­
sary because despite a ll a ttacks 
the bourgeoisie could not destroy 
our Party. He says: “ The S ta l­
in is t workers, on the o ther hand, 
by and large, stayed w ith  the 
Party , and stood up under a great 
deal of repression and persecu­
tion . These established facts m ust 
be taken as the po in t o f departure 
in de te rm in ing  our tac tica l ap­
proach to th is  question.”  And 
what, is  th is  “ new approach”  to 
consist of? Here i t  is. "W e must 
devise a more flex ib le  tac tic  to ­
wards the C. P. and look fo r s u it­
able occasions . . .  to penetrate 
th e ir  ranks . . . ”

In  tbe face of th is  po licy of the 
T ro tzky ites  i t  is  clear th a t we 
must tra in  a l l P a rty  members and 
a ll P a rty  organizations to be v ig i­
la n t against such T ro tzky ite  in ­
f iltra t io n  in to  our ranks, as well 
as in to  the ranks of tbe w orkers ’ 
organizations. And we may be sure 
tha t these spies w i l l  not coine id  
announcing themselves as T ro tzky ­
ites. W here they succeed in  pene­
tra t in g  our ranks, they w i l l  ca­
mouflage themselves as "honest 
ran k  and file rs ”  spreading doubt, 
passivity, a im ing  to d is rup t tbe 
P a rty ’s activ ities , ac ting  as finger 
rfien against our most active com­
rades. Where they can succeed, 
th e ir  method w il l  also a im  a t p ro­
vocations in  order to prepare the 
open a ttack against us.

We m ust especially be on tbe 
a le rt against such provocations, 
and forew arn the P arty  organiza­
tions to detect them. I t  is  through 
such provocative proposals, as 
w e ll as th rough th e ir  attem pts to 
underm ine the confidence of the 
membership in  the leadership, i t  
is in  th e ir  very “ le ft”  proposals, 
and in  th e ir  expression of 
“ doubts”  regard ing v a r i o u s  
phases of Soviet po licy, th a t we

w i l l  be able to detect them d i­
rectly, or those whom  they dre 
beginning to influence and use as 
tools in  th e ir  d is rup tive  work. B u t 
such detection w i l l  be possible 
on ly  to the extent th a t the P arty  
m embership understands the po l­
icies o f the N a tiona l Committee, 
tha t the membership and organ­
iza tions are aetivized. and made 
sensitive to  a ll devia tions from  
the correct P arty  policies.

The Necessity o f S tudy
The a ttitud e  we often come up 

against is one w h ich  considers i t  
a waste o f tim e  to spend e ffo r t 
in  com batting T ro tzky ism , since 

I T rotskyiteS  are a sm all sect and 
we have sq many im p o rtan t tasks 
to fu lf i l l .  I t  is precisely such an 
a ttitud e  w h ich  makes i t  possible 
fo r these tra ito rs , saboteurs, and 
spies to ca rry  on th e ir  d is rup tive  
w ork. We m ust acquaint a ll mem­
bers not on ly  w ith  the whole his­
to ry  of T ro tzky ism  in  every coun­
try , but also w ith  the d is rup tive  
w ork  th a t they are s t i l l  c a rry in g  
on in  m any lands in c lu d in g  the 
United States.

In  th is -co n n e c tio n  i t  w i l l  be 
w o rth  w h ile  to s tudy once more 
the recent w r itin g s  of S ta lin  as 
w e ll as Comrades Brow der and 
Foster in  w h ich they exp la in  the 
role and the methods of the T ro tz ­
ky ites ; to study the w r it in g s  o f 
Len in  and his s trugg le  against 
T ro tzky ism  in  the b u ild in g  of the 
Bolshevik P a rty ; to s tudy the 
H is to ry  of the Com m unist P a rty  
of the Soviet Union. And fin a lly , 
to bear in  m ind  these words o f 
Le n in : “ The labor movement of 
every coun try  pe riod ica lly  spends 
more o r less of its  reserves of en­
ergy, a tten tion  and tim e, in  the 
‘t ra in in g ’ of recru its .”  T im e, en­
ergy and a tten tion  paid to  equip 
our P a rty  and the active forces 
in  the labor movement fo r an ef- 

| fective strugg le against T ro taky- 
j ism w il l  pay b ig  d ividends in  the 
I b u ild in g  of our P arty  and the la- 
! bor movement.

d u s tria l education”  in  an attem pt to cover up the rea l m eaning 
o f these edicts.

The Dean’s “ Soviet Power”  praises the labor laws of the 
Soviet Union. On June 26, 1940—since the Dean w rote h is  book—  
ukases which" have since become know  as the June 26 laws were 
decreed w h ich  make a m ockery o f a ll previous labor leg is la tion  
guarantee ing freedom to tbe Soviet workers. The h ire ling s  of 
the K re m lin  who run  the Com m unist P a rly  press have not yet 
dared to p r in t  the te x t of these June 26 laws. I f  they did, you 
would learn th a t the fac to ry  w orker is no longer free to leave 
his job, he can be sent by the a rb itra ry  order of the K re m lin  
to any fac to ry  in  any corner of the Soviet Union, wages have 
been cu t once more, and fo r any in fra c tio n  of the June 26 laws, 
Workers can be sentenced to forced labor.

W hat Happened in  the Red A rm y
The Dean’s “ Soviet Power”  a d m ir in g ly  describes tbe condi­

tions o f the Red A rm y  soldiers. Since he w ro te th a t book, tbe 
K re m lin  has issued a new series o f statutes fo r  the Red A rm y  
Which reduces the so ld ie r to the status o f a slave over whom 
tbe officers have powers of life  and death. These statutes are 
described in  th is  issue of T H E  M IL IT A N T . Previous issues have 
discussed the o ther ukases m entioned above.

W hatever doubts about S ta lin ’s polic ies existed before w ill 
be m u ltip lie d  a hundredfo ld  once the C om m unist w o rke r conducts 
independent investigations to v e r ify  the facts about the statutes 
w h ich  We have ju s t described. I t  is  to prevent them  in  advance 
from  unde rtak ing  any such investiga tion , to cow them  in to  un­
th in k in g  submission, and to fo res ta ll us T ro tsky is ts  from  exp la in ­
in g  the significance of S ta lin ’s u ltra -reactiona ry  moves th a t the 
p a rty  leaders now in it ia te  th e ir  campaign against th e ir  own 
members.

S ta lin ’s Fore ign P o licy
Len in  la id  down the p rinc ip les  th a t in te rn a tio n a l po licy is 

the con tinuation  o f domestic po licy. S ta lin ’s reactionary  course 
against the workers w ith in  the Soviet U n ion is supplemented and 
extended by h is no less reactionary po licy in  the w orld  arena. 
T ha t po licy has been characterized by sudden zigzags w h ich  have 
produced the greatest dem ora liza tion in  the ranks o f the Com­
m un is t Parties and among advanced w orkers in  general. Instead 
o f conducting a fearless and consistent line  of revo lu tiona ry  in ­
te rna tiona lism  based upon the independent class action o f the 
w o rk ing  masses, S ta lin  has veered fro m  one im p e ria lis t camp to 
another. S ta lin is t d iplom acy strives to lean upon w hichever 
one o f the im p e ria lis t camps seems strongest a t the moment, fo r  
S ta lin  has no confidence in  the on ly  re liab le  a lly  of the Soviet 
Union, the workers o f the w orld . T h is  po licy of independence, 
o f h u m ilia t in g  subm ission before the im p e ria lis t overlords is 
camouflaged as cunn ing maneuvers designed to o u tw it th is  or 
th a t im p e ria lis t grouping. In  rea lity , however, the S ta lin is t z ig­
zags have succeeded on ly  in  d iso rien ting  and dem ora liz ing the 
workers.

S ta lin ’s in te rn a tio n a l po licy  is conducted no t on ly  through 
the Soviet offic ia ldom  bu t also th rough the Com m unist Parties 
th roughou t the world . W hen S ta lin  signed h is  pact w ith  H itle r , 
crude e ffo rts  were made to ind ica te th a t th is  pact would not 
affect the po licy of the Com m unist Parties. F o r a b rie f period, 
the B r it is h  and Canadian Communist Parties were even perm itted  
to come out fo r  support o f B r it is h  im peria lism  in  the war.

A ll th is  was bunkum  to deceive and confuse. W ith in  a few 
weeks the Com m unist Parties everywhere dropped th e ir  slogans 
supporting  dem ocratic im peria lism  and adopted new policies in  
accordance w ith  the needs of the S ta lin -H itle r alliance. D u ring  
the firs t pa rt o f the war, when H it le r ’s arm ies were m arch ing 
from  v ic to ry  to v ic to ry , the Com m unist Parties were broadcasting 
form ulas w h ich  depicted the “ democracies”  as the chief in c ite r 
to war. T h is  propaganda was undistingu ishable from  th a t o f 
Gdebbels.

O nly a fte r H it le r ’s d rive  slowed up and the fu l l  menace of 
his conquests on the European con tinent become apparent to the 
K re m lin , on ly  when i t  became clear th a t the U n ited States would 
back Great B r ita in , d id  the K re m lin  pe rm it the Com m unist Parties

to change th e ir  tune and to assert in  recent days th a t a l l the 
im p e ria lis t powers are equally g u ilty . Tom orrow , i f  the  w o rld  
s itua tion  compels S ta lin  to conclude another a lliance w ith  the 
democratic Im peria lis ts , the Com m unist P a rty  w i l l  re tu rn  to a 
pro-Roosevelt line  upon orders from  the K re m lin . The Dean o f 
C anterbury’s book, w h ich  advocates a W ashington-London-Moscow 
alliance is a sign of com ing events.

Remember tha t in  1935-39 the Com m unist P a rty  of the United 
States shouted fo r a w ar of the “ democracies”  against fascism. 
I t  supported Roosevelt in  the hope th a t Am erican im peria lism  
would become an a lly  o f S ta lin  against H itle r .  D u rin g  those five 
years of the Popular and Dem ocratic F ron t, every bourgeois 
" l ib e ra l”  was represented as a progressive friend  of the workers 
and peace was to be guaranteed by the League o f Nations and 
a po licy o f collective security. We don’t  have to rem ind  anyone 
in  de ta il o f the support accorded Roosevelt d u rin g  those five 
years. Recall the 1936 electoral slogan of tbe Com m unist P arty : 
"D efeat Landon a t a ll Costs.”

U nited Fronts W ith  T rotskyists
Not the least among the reasons w hy the S ta lin is t leaders 

fear th e ir  ra n k  and file  is th is : The present lin e  of Com intern 
propaganda opposing the pa rtic ip a tio n  of the U n ited States in  
the w ar appears to coincide w ith  the po licy o f the T ro tsky is ts . 
T h is  apparent id e n tity  in  slogans has had the effect of d raw ing  
closer together the members of the Com m unist P a rty  and of the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  in  common strugg le against the im per­
ia lis t  w a r mongers and th e ir  agents w ith in  the labor movement. 
We could name several im p o rtan t unions in  w h ich  Com m unist 
P a rty  members and our own comrades have effected un ited fron ts  
of strugg le against the reactionary policies of labor bureaucrats.

The Com m unist P a rty  leaders cannot pe rm it th e ir  members 
to know  about these jo in t  struggles. They t r y  to suppress and 
to deny them. For knowledge of them would destroy a t one stroke 
the whole edifice of lies they have b u ilt  up around us. I f  we 
are agents o f fascism or counter revo lu tiona ry  agents o f W a ll 
Street, as they ca ll us in  th is  document, w hy  have the S ta lin is t 
leaders given th e ir  p a rty  frac tions  in  those unions perm ission 
to combine w ith  us in  common struggle? I f  we are reactionary 
enemies of the w o rk in g  class, how is i t  th a t we are found in  the 
fo re fro n t o f the strugg le against the bosses and th e ir  lieu te ­
nants? I f  i t  is  a crim e punishable by expulsion in  the Com m unist 
P a rty  to consort w ith  T ro tsky is ts , w hy has th e ir  N a tiona l Com­
m ittee  perm itted  these un ion frac tions to cooperate w ith  us?

They do so because they m ust. W ith in  the progressive w ing  
of the trade un ion movement, the  T ro ts k y is t members and sym­
pathizers stand out as the most irreconcilab le  opponents of the 
w ar mongers and the reactionaries. They are always ready to 
jo in  w ith  any group of w orkers o r any w orkers ’ organ ization tha t 
w i l l  re a lly  figh t in  defense o f trade un ion ism  and w orkers righ ts . 
Under the blows of reactionary repression, tbe Com m unist leaders 
have found i t  absolutely im pera tive  to fo rm  blocs w ith  the T ro t­
skyists. Tbe Com m unist P a rty  members should demand th a t 
th e ir  leaders in fo rm  them about these un ited fron ts  between T ro t­
skyis ts  and Com m unist P a rty  groups. We have no in te n tio n  of 
pub lish ing  in  a pub lic  organ the concrete facts about these s itua­
tions lest our common enemies seize upon them and use them.

U n fo rtuna te ly  fo r  the in terests o f the w o rk in g  class, the 
instances in  w h ich  the Com m unist P a rty  leadership has thus fa r 
perm itted its  fo llow ers to cooperate w ith  T ro tsky is ts  have been 
exceptions to the ru le. W herever i t  has any o ther a lte rna tive , 
a t no m atte r w hat cost to the unions and o ther w orkers ' organ­
izations, the Com m unist P a rty  leadership strives to keep the T ro t­
skyists and Com m unist P arty  workers apart from  each other 
and thereby cripples the strugg le against w ar and reaction.

We have spoken o f the apparent s im ila r ity  at present in  the 
polic ies o f the Com m unist P a rty  and ours. B u t th is  s im ila r ity  
is superfic ial. There is a w o rld  of d ifference between us, and 
we are the firs t to in s is t on th is  fac t and to exp la in it .  A t  ’.this 
m oment the Com m unist P a rty  is whooping up the Am erican 
Peace M ob iliza tion . Dem onstrations in  W ashington and in  o ther 
loca lities, p icke t lines a t the houses o f Congressmen, are toeing

conducted in  connection w ith  th is  m ob iliza tion . P icket lines and 
dem onstrations are good , w o rk in g  class weapons. B u t w hat slo­
gans are the pickets and dem onstrators ins tructed  to shout? “ No, 
s ir, the Yanks are no t com ing,”  “ Defeat the Lend-Lease B il l , ”  
“ We W ant Peace,”  etc.

S ta lin is t “ A n ti-W ar”  Pacifism
T h is  is a pure ly  pacifis t campaign against war. There is 

on ly  one difference between th is  pacifis t ag ita tio n  and th a t of 
the Norm an Thomas sect and other pacifis t groups. T h is  is the 
add ition  o f one other slogan, “ F riendsh ip  w ith  the Soviet Union.”  
T h is  slogan is no t designed to prom ote an a lliance between (he 
Soviet and Am erican workers, bu t to prom ote an alliance between 
W ashington and Moscow, s im ila r  in  its  reactionary consequences 
to the Franco-Soviet pact and the S ta lin -H itle r pact.

The N a tiona l Com m ittee of the Com m unist P a rty  ta lks  about 
the necessity o f s tudying. We suggest th a t every Com m unist 
P a rty  member read L e n in ’s w r it in g s  d u rin g  the la s t w ar. The 
document also advises study o f the h is to ry  o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  of the Soviet Union. We suggest th a t every class-conscious 
w o rke r read the theses o f the firs t fou r congresses o f the Com­
m un is t in te rn a tio n a l as w e ll as its  program , w r itte n  in  1928, o il 
the revo lu tiona ry  pro le ta rian  methods of s trugg le against im per­
ia lis t  war. Compare these documents w ith  the present pacifis t 
c laptrap w h ich Brow der is passing o ff as a t r u ly  Le n in is t program . 
The S ta lin is t leaders occasionally polemize against pacifism , but 
in  essentials no th ing  d istinguishes the Com m unist P a rty ’s “ a n ti­
w a r lin e ”  fro m  th a t of the most treacherous petty-bourgeois 
pacifist.

We C ontinue L e n ir i’s P rogram
Our po licy  is the real po licy of Len in  in  the strugg le against 

war. T h is  s tru g g le  m ust be conducted as p a r t  o f the d a ily  s trugg le  
of the w o rk in g  class and the trade unions. We T ro tsky is ts  do 
not believe th a t peace can be regained o r m ainta ined by any 
reliance upon any im p e ria lis t government, whether o r no t i t  is 
tem po ra rily  “ fr ie n d ly ”  to the Soviet Union. W e fig h t against 
the w a r and defend the Soviet Union th rough  the methods o f the 
in te rn a tio n a l class struggle.

We realize th a t a ll im p o rta n t questions are decided arm s in  
band in  th is  te rr ib le  epoch o f Wars and revo lu tions. The 
w orkers requ ire  m il ita ry  tra in in g . In  opposition to the conscrip­
tion  imposed upon the workers by the cap ita lis t governm ent, We 
call fo r  the m il ita ry  t ra in in g  of the workers under the con tro l 
and supervision of the trade unions, th e ir  own class organizations. 
Our m il ita ry  po licy  has no th ing  in  common w ith  the pacifis t poison 
spread by S ta lin ism . N or do we re ly  upon the a trica l conventions 
o r parades to stop the war. O nly the action of the w orkers  
directed tow ard the overth row  o f cap ita lism  can pu t an end to 
w a r and the system w hich breeds wars. T h is  was the teaching 
o f Len in . T h is  was the teaching o f T ro tsky .

The Com m unist P a rty  leaders are v ic tim s  o f th e ir  own pro­
paganda against the T ro tsky is ts . F o r years they asserted th a t 
the T ro tsky is ts  were s im p ly  personal fo llow ers o r h ire ling s  of 
the counter-revo lu tionary T ro tsky. Therefore, the Com m unist 
P a rty  leaders themselves came to believe th a t when T ro ts k y  had 
been assassinated, T ro tsky ism  would seize to exist.

B u t th is , as they themselves are now compelled to adm it, was 
a "dangerous underestim ation .”  They are now obliged to -rev ise  
th e ir  o ffic ia l estim ate by the force of facts. The T ro ts k y is t move­
m ent in  the U n ited States has become stronger since T ro ts k y ’s 
death, fo r  i t  was not T ro tsky  by h im se lf th a t gave b ir th  to our 
movement, but the ideas of T ro tsky ism . These ideas fo rm  the 
basis of our party . They are beginn ing to penetrate w ide r and 
w ider c ircles o f the advanced workers in  the U n ited States. They 
are beginning to  penetrate the w a lled precincts of the Com­
m un is t Party .

Once the Com m unist P a rty  members re a lly  know  precisely 
w hat T ro tsky ism  is, w ha t the Socia list W orkers P arty  stands fo r, 
we are confident th a t they w i l l  find  th e ir  w ay to jo in t  action w ith  
us, and th a t side by side we shd ll figh t together fo r  a Socia list 
Am erica  and a W orkers ’ W orld !
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The New Statutes of the Red Army
Officers' Control 
Is Now Complete
Can Now Shoot Their Subordinates For 
The Slightest Act Of Insubordination

By L. PO KRAS
The Red Army which was forged by the revolution and d if­

fers in its spirit from all the armies in the world— this same Red 
Army, which despite all the attempts of the ruling clique has 
nonetheless remained the army of the workers’ state— is now 
placed under disciplinary Statutes harsher than those in any 
other army, even that of the Nazis.

The new Statutes introduced on October 12, 1940 give the
com m ander un lim ite d  powers:

“ In  case o f insubord ination, 
the commander has the r ig h t  to 
app ly a ll measures o f coercion 
up to and inc lud ing  the app lica­
tio n  o f force and firearm s.”
“ The commander bears no res­
po n s ib ility  fo r  the consequenc­
es in  case he finds i t  necessary 
to  apply force and firea rm s in  
order to compel an insubord in ­
ate to  fu lf i l l  a command and to 
restore d isc ip line  and order.”
On the con tra ry , “ the com­
m ander who does no t in  such 
instances evince firmness, reso­
luteness, and who does not ap­
p ly  a ll necessary measures to  
fu lf i l l  an order is rem itted  to 
t r ia l  before the cou rt m a rtia l.”
(Red S ta r, No. 242, October 
15, 1940.)

W ith o u t any con tra l fro m  any 
side w hatever, a superio r o ffice r 
has the r ig h t  in  peace tim e to 
shoot down a Red A rm y  soldier 
fo r  not fu lf i l l in g  a command— not 
fo r  m u tin y , no t fo r  an insurrec­
tio n , bu t fo r  insubord ina tion !

A r t ic le  7 o f the old sta tu tes 
w h ich were in force fro m  1925 to 
October, 1940 reads:

“ The nacha ln ik i ( m e n  i n  
charge) have the r ig h t  to  apply 
arm ed com pulsion on ly  in  a m il i­
ta ry  s itua tion  and on ly in the 
execution o f b a ttle  orders.”  Here 
is  an accurate enough descrip tion 
o f th is  aspect o f the new s ta t­
u tes: “ The d isc ip lin a ry  sta tu tes 
considerably extend the r ig h t  o f 
commanders as regards the use 
o f  fo rce  and firea rm s” — such is 
the  conclusion o f the notorious 
V. U lr ic h , p res id ing  judge o f the 
Moscow Fram e-up tr ia ls , in  an

New Army Statutes Indicate Stalin ’s 
Agenda For The 18th Conference

a rtic le  in the Red S tar, special 
organ o f the Red A rm y , o f Octo­
ber 22, 1940.

Com radely re la tions between 
soldiers and o ffice rs are no 
more. “ The ha il-fe llo w -w e ll- 
met s p ir it  in  the  re la tionships 
between a commander and a 
subord inate can have no place 
in  the Red A rm y . Discussion of 
any k ind  is absolute ly p ro h ib it­
ed among the subordinates.”  
(Red S tar, October 22, 1940.)
A nd  as L ieu tenant-G enera l V. 

K urdyum ov c la rifies  in  h is a rtic le  
in  Pravda fo r  October 16, 1940: 

“ Grievances m ay be in tro ­
duced only personally and in ­
d iv idu a lly . Submission o f group 
grievances o r grievances fo r  
others is  p roh ib ited .”  No more 
group declarations, no more 
jo in t  discussions— w hether con­
cern ing an order, o r bad food, 
o r any o ther top ic— a ll th is  
comes under the heading o f 
“ insubord ina tion”  and fo r  i t  a 
sold ier may be shot on the spot 
w ith o u t so much as a court- 
m a rtia l, hearing or inves tiga ­
tion , i f  a superio r o ffice r solely 
and personally so decides.

T h is  is how S ta lin  presum ably 
proposes to  l i f t  the m ora le o f the 
R ed. A rm y  and prepare i t  fo r  
s trugg les in  defense o f the Soviet 
U n ion. The Red A rm y  is, o f 
course, no t strengthened bu t 
weakened by these measures, un ­
precedented in th e ir  fe ro c ity . 
They are in  re a lity  intended 
fu r th e r  to  re in fo rce  the au tho r­
i t y  and position o f the new ly 
created officer-corps, now a prop 
o f S ta lin ’s shaky regim e next in 
im portance on ly  to the GPU.

Red Caps Union 
Presents Case
Presents Court With Damning Evidence 
That Railroads Violated Wage Law

CHICAGO. 111.. February 2. — 
1,000 Red Cap porters from  tw enty 
c ities  are suing six ra ilroad  com­
panies fo r $1,550,961.75 as double 
in de m n ity  on unpaid back wages.

D u rin g  the t r ia l which opened 
January 20 before Federal Judge 
S u llivan  a so-called “ Accounting 
and Guarantee P lan”  was brought 
to lig h t. T h is  “ p lan”  provided 
th a t the Red Caps report a ll tips 
to the companies which would 
make up the difference between 
the tips and the legal m in im um  
o f 25c. per hour. I t  was revealed 
d u rin g  the tr ia l tha t the ra ilroads 
in  many cases vio lated even this, 
th e ir  own “ plan,”  by fo rc ing  the 
w orkers to report 25c. per hour 
regardless of w ha t the tips  actu­
a lly  were.

Despite the protests o f the un­
ion, the U n ited T ransport Service 
Employees of Am erica, which de­
clared that the “ p lan”  is based 
upon coercion and in tim id a tio n , 
the  companies continued to force 
the “ p lan”  down the th roa ts of 
the workers under threats o f d is­
charge. As soon as the union 
filed su it, the companies scurried 
lo r  legal cover and abandoned the 
“ Accounting and Guarantee P lan,” 
placing the Red Caps on the pay­
ro l l a t 25c. per hour. T h is  was 
an admission that they knew fu ll 
w ell th e ir  “ p lan " would not stand 
up in  court.

R E D  CAPS T E S T IF Y

T h ir ty  Red Caps from  a ll parts 
of the country, in c lud ing  the deep 
South, came to Chicago to testify  
in  court on behalf of the union. 
The h ig h -lig h t of the t r ia l was 
the testim ony o f F e lix  Braton, 
who came up from  Jackson, M is­
sissippi. He stated th a t his Sta­
tion  Master had compelled him 
and o ther Red Caps under t ile  
threat o f f ir in g  to report $1.50 in 
t ip s  fo r  six hours work when the ir 
actual receipts were about 60 or 
70 cents fo r  s ix  hours work.

I t  was also shown tha t Braxton 
jo ined the UTSEA at its  very be­
g inn ing  and was a courageous 
figh te r in  its  behalf. H is  courage

in  the face of Jim -Crowism  was 
exemplified in  his statem ent from  
the stand tha t ju s t before lie le ft 
to attend the t r ia l  his S tation 
Master had threatened him  tha t 
i f  he testified to an y th ing  but the 
“ t ru th ”  (w hat the S tation Master 
and the R.R.’s wanted to ld ) i t  
would be a “ personal a f fa ir ”  be­
tween them. In  the South a “ per­
sonal .a f fa ir ”  im p lies a lynching.

The t r ia l closed January 29 w ith  
both sides instructed to file briefs 
w ith in  fo rty -live  days, a fte r 
which tim e the judge w il l  render 
a decision.

Beria Removed as 
Head of the GPU

A n  Associated Press dis­
patch dated Moscow, January 
31, 1941 brings news o f the 
rem oval o f La u re n ti Beria 
from  his post as ch ie f o f the 
GPU. The dism issal of Beria 
means th a t the GPU its e lf  is 
being reorganized along the 
lines o f the reorganiza tion 
which has already taken place 
in the trade unions, the pa rty , 
the arm y, in in dus try , trade, 
finance, etc. E ve ry  sphere o f 
Soviet l i fe  has now been a f­
fected by deep-going changes 
by means o f which S ta lin  is 
seeking to  s tab ilize  his regime. 
The old ins trum en ts  o f sup­
pression, the en tire  repressive 
apparatus o f the reg im e has 
crum bled and has been re ­
vamped by S ta lin  in  p o in t o f 
personnel th rough  the purge 
and in po in t o f s truc tu re  and 
ro le th rough  the new set-up. 
in  which the arm y i.e. the o f­
ficers’ corps, p lays a m a jo r 
role.

No reason was given fo r  
B eria ’s rem oval. H is predeces­
sor. Yezhov, was purged “ fo r  
reasons o f health .”  Yezhov’s 
predecessor, Yagoda, was shot. 
Since the Moscow Fram e-ups. 
S ta lin  has been using up GPU 
ch ie fta ins  approx im ate ly  at 
the ra te  o f one a year.

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
M r. W a lte r D uran ty , S ta lin ’s 

p u b lic ity  agent in  the United 
States, continues to scoop the 
D a ily  W orker. “ On February 15,”  
he w rites, “ begins the E ighteenth 
P arty  Conference which w il l  rank 
in  im portance w ith  any such pre­
vious m eeting.”

A ll tha t the D a ily  W orker has 
prin ted on th is  im portan t Confer­
ence is the announcement of the 
call last December 20! From  al! 
ind ica tions, the pre-Conferenee dis 
eussion is ta k in g  place in the co l­
umns of the New Y ork Times.

Mr. D uran ty  boasts tha t he 
knows in  advance that “ th is  nexi 
conference w ill discuss, w ork  out 
in  deta il and ra t ify  a program  or 
pa rty  contro l and cooperation In 
A L L  BRANCHES OF SO VIET 
END EAVO R.”  (N. Y. Times, Jan­
uary 29. My emphasis). No more, 
no less.

T h is  statem ent is then clarified 
as fo llow s: “ I t  has now been de­
term ined (by whom? where? 
when?— J. G. W.) th a t contro l 
shall not mean in terference o r d i­
vided local a u th o rity  but w atch­
fulness  to sec th a t the orders of 
the centra l a u th o rity — and also 
production plans—are carried out 
and to help in  ca rry ing  them out.”

I f  these words mean an y th in g  at 
a ll. they mean tha t the p a rty ’s 
role is henceforth to be, i f  not. 
tha t of “ watchdog,”  then, a t most, 
that o f a “ watchm an”  and a ‘ 'help­
er."

L e t us see ju s t w h a t the “ pro- 
1 gram of pa rty  contro l and co-oper­

a tio n ”  amounts to in  the Red A r ­
my, where th ings have gone be­
yond the po in t of discussion, .ela­
boration, o r ra tifica tion . In  fact, 
the new "p rogram ”  was already 
in  force in  the Red A rm y  a m onth  
before the Conference ca ll was is­
sued. Complete po litica l a u th o rity  
has been fo r m onths in  the hands 
of the self-same commanders who 
as Comrade Pokras describes else- 
vhere in  th is  issue) are invest­

ed w ith  the power o f life  and 
death over th e ir  subordinates.

“ On the commanders, the p len i­
po ten tia ry  leaders of the troops, 
has likew ise fa llen  the whole bur - 1  

den of respons ib ility  fo r the p o li­
tica l w ork in  the sections. T h is  
has s t i l l  fu r th e r raised,”  insists 
Pravda. “ the a u th o rity  of com­
manders and has determ ined the 
d irection  o f the pa rty  po litica l 
w ork in  the Red A rm y.”  (Pravda, 
November 19, 1940). T h is  was
w ritte n  more than two m onths be­
fore D u ran ty  began w r it in g  his 
dispatches!

How much “ ro le" does tha t leave 
fo r the pa rty  as such in  the life  
of the Red A rm y?

D uran ty  pretends tha t there is 
s t i l l  “ the question of precisely 
w hat role the Com m unist party.... 
should play in a rm y a ffa irs .”  (A’ . 
Y. Times, January 27.)

Apparently, the role is tha t of 
a flea on a watchdog.

I f  any discussion took place th is  
“ adjustm ent,”  as D uran ty  modest­
ly  calls it ,  i t  ce rta in ly  was not on 
the pages of the Russian press. 
“ The A rm y  Bolsheviks have ra l­

lied as a s ingle m onolith ic  detach­
ment, in  closed ranks around the 
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U., 
Comrade S ta lin ...”  boasted Pravda  
on November 19, 1940.

S ta lin  w i l l  be surrounded a t the 
E ighteenth P a rty  Conference by 
his su ite  of Marshals, Generals, 
etc. in  add ition  to a ll the other 
"p len ipo ten tia ries ,”  who w il l  do 
the “ ra t ify in g ,”  and who have 
done the " ra lly in g .”

The old fo rm u la  used to read 
" ra lly  around the party , the Cen­
tra l Committee and Comrade S ta l­
in .”  F o r the tim e being we re ­
serve comment on the new fo r­
mula, namely, “ the C entra l Com­
m ittee, Comrade S ta lin .”  Suffice 
i t  to ca ll a tten tion  here to th is  
no tew orthy change, in  connection 
w ith  the new ro le  o f the officers.

D uran ty does not lie  when he 
says " I t  is  the biggest th in g  in  
the U.S.S.R. today, th is  ad just­
ment of the Com m unist pa rty  . . . 
to the Red A rm y  and, fo r th a t 
m atter, to in dus try , too.”  I t  cer­
ta in ly  does loom bigger and b ig­
ger. \

I f  the “ ad justm ent”  in  tne A r­
m y is any gauge, then the p a rty ’s 
ro le  in  in d u s try  w i l l  no t be a 
m ajor one. S ta lin , when he takes 
the floo r at the Conference, w ill 
undoubtedly c la r ify  m atters more 
fu lly  than D u ran ty  is perm itted 
to. B u t i t  is possible to say in  ad­
vance tha t D u ran ty ’s fo rm u la  of 
“ watchfulness”  comes close to 
sum m ing up the program  as re ­
gards the party .

D u ran ty  even supplies the key-

Walter Duranty--LIAR
D u ran ty , lik e  a ll o f S ta lin ’s h ired  hands, has to  lie  about the 

D raconic June 26 labor laws. In  h is d ispatch o f January 29, 
D u ra n ty  tr ie s  to convey the im pression th a t the Soviet workers 
are g e ttin g  h ighe r wages because o f longer hours.

“ A nd  longer w o rk in g  hours also mean h igh e r wages, as Ger­
man s ta tis tics  showed, a p o in t in  the  N az i success some people 
are apt to  fo rg e t.”  (N . Y . T IM E S , January  30, 1941),

D uran ty , i t  w i l l  be observed, re fe rs  to “ G erm an s ta tis tics ”  
as evidence o f h igher wages in  the Soviet U n ion !

To expose th is  shabby lie  we quote again w h a t S hve rn ik  the 
head o f the C.C.T.U. (trade  un ion cen te r) had to  say on th is  
sub ject:

“ The leng then ing o f the w o rk in g  day is m ost closely bound 
up w ith  the  question o f wages. A n  objection m ay be raised th a t 
the  p ropo rtiona l increase o f the w o rk in g  day m ust be accomp­
anied, i f  you please, by a s im ila r  increase in  wages. I t  would be 
absolute ly inco rrec t to  pose the question in  th is  way. W ere we to  
p e rm it an increase o f wages propo rtiona te  to  the increase o f  the  
w o rk ing  day then there  could no t even be ta lk  o f any necessary 
sacrifices.”  (B O L S H E V IK — No. 11-12, June 1940.)

The section o f the ukase pe rta in ing  to  wages reads:
“ T h a t the  norms o f ou tpu t be raised and piece w ork  rates 

be lowered in  p ropo rtion  to  the increased w o rk in g  day.”  In  o ther 
words, instead o f g e ttin g  h igher wages, the  w orkers  go t cuts in  
pay, in  add ition  to  longer hours.

note of S ta lin ’s speech a t the Con­
ference, nam ely: “ Stop P lay ing 
P o lit ic s !”  “ W ork  fo r  N a tion a l 
P rogress!”  D u ran ty  h im se lf as­
sures us tha t “ the Communists 
themselves are. lea rn ing  . . . are 
w o rk ing  fo r na tional progress in ­
stead of ju s t p lay ing  po litics .”  
T ha t sounds ve i“y  au th o rita tive . 
And no doubt i t  is.

In  1937, S ta lin  “ taugh t the Com­
m un ists”  tha t they had become 
too preoccupied w ith  economic 
successes and had forgotten a ll 
about po litics . A t the plenum of 
the Centra l Com m ittee he said 
a t the tim e: " I t  should be ex­
plained tha t economic successes 
themselves, th e ir  s ta b ility  and d u r­
ation  w ho lly  and fu lly  depend on 
the successes o f p a rty  organiza­

tio n a l and p a rty  p o litica l w o rk ; 
tha t w ithout, th is  cond ition  eco­
nomic successes may prove to 
have been b u ilt  on sand.”  And 
again: “ And he who th in k s  to 
separate economy from  po litics  in  
our practica l po licy, to strengthen 
economic w ork a t the cost of be­
l i t t l in g  p o litica l w ork, o r con tra r­
iw ise, to strengthen p o lit ic a l w o rk  
at the cost of b e lit t lin g  economic 
w ork, w il l in e v ita b ly  find h im se lf 
in  a b lind  a lley .”  (D a ily  W orker, 
March 30, 1937.)

In  1941, lie is ev iden tly  prepar­
ing to in s tru c t the pa rty  to forget 
a ll about po litics . The form ulas 
may a lte r but the conclusion re ­
m ains the same: ‘In  a b lind  alley.* 
_ J ______________________________

The Vote For Trotskyism In  Minnesota
By G RACE CAR LSO N

(T ro ts k y is t candidate in  M innesota fo r  U. S. 
Senator in the la s t e lection).

When 8,761 w orkers and farm ers of M innesota 
record th e ir  support of the T ro tsky is t program  
by vo ting  fo r  the T ro tsky is t candidate fo r U. S. 
Senator, and when th is  represents 6,050 more 
votes than (he S ta lin is t candidate fo r president 
received, that is, in the words of the N ationa l 
Committee ol’ the Com m unist P arty , “ som ething 
to th in k  about.”

I f  a w o rke r docs th in k  seriously  about the 
meaning of these election re turns, he can come 
to on ly one conclusion, namely tha t the advanced 
workers and farm ers of Minnesota, who have had 
a long acquaintance w ith  T ro tsky is ts , realize tha t 
the T ro tsky is ts  and not the S ta lin is ts  stand fo r 
m il ita n t w o rk ing  class action.

W orkers Remember S ta lin is t Crimes
For the Minnesota w orkers and farm ers have 

had a long acquaintance w ith  S ta lin ism  tqo. They 
recall v iv id ly  the c r im in a l and irresponsib le a t­
tacks made by the S ta lin is t o ffic ia ls  on the va lia n t 
leaders of the tru ck  d rive rs  s trikes of 1934. They 
haven’t, forgotten the adven tu ris tic  S ta lin is t c r i t i ­
cism made against the T ro ts k y is t leaders fo r “ ac­
cepting the support”  of the Fanner-Labor Gov­
ernor F loyd Olson in the v ic to rious  settlem ent of 
the strikes. As la te  as October, 1934, the  Com­
m unist P arty  published a 58-page pam phlet en­
title d , “ Perm anent C ounte r-R evo lu tion : The Role 
o f the T ro tsky ite s  in  the M inneapolis S trikes.”  
and w ritte n  by two S ta lin is t big-shots, W illia m  
F. Dunne and M orris  Childs. Despite the p la in  
evidence of the success of t he great s trikes, and 
the grow th  of tbo General D rive rs  Union on the 
firm  foundation of that, success, th is  na tiona lly - 
d is tribu ted  pam phlet sought to prove th a t t lic  
T ro tsky is ts  had sold out the strikes. T ry  and

find a copy of th a t absurd pam phlet in a S ta lin is t 
bookshop now! The grow th  o f M inneapolis in to  
the best-organized c ity  of its  size in  the country, 
thanks to t lic  d rive rs ’ v ic tories, has made th a t 
pam ph le t' a cu rio  w o rth  having. And we have 
copies tha t any interested w orker can see.

Minnesota workers and farm ers also have long 
enough memories to recall how the S ta lin is ts  over­
n igh t turned from  a po licy of a ttack ing  Farm er- 
Laborites to the “ Popular F ro n t”  po licy of cap­
tu r in g  the Farm er-Labor P arty  and pushing i t  
fa r  to the r ig h t. The sm all town banker, E lm er 
Benson, who was elected Governor in  1936, was 
an easy stooge fo r tile  S ta lin is ts , and turned over 
a ll patronage to the C. P. machine. Minnesota 
Farm er-Laborites remember very w e ll the b itte r­
ness fe lt by those rank and filers who had fought 
in  the ranks of the F-LP fo r years to see a group 
of C. P. carpet baggers come in  to the state, take 
over th e ir  P a rty  by con tro l o f s tate jobs and tu rn  
i t  in to  an appendage to Roosevelt’s machine.

Stalin ists W recked  
Farm er-Labor Party

Farm er-Labor workers don’t  forget tha t the 
many attem pts to "broaden”  the Farm er-Labor Par­
ty  in to  a Popular F ro n t by coa lition  w ith  the De­
mocrats and “ lib e ra l”  Republicans were S ta lin is t- 
engineered. These reactionary proposals were re­
pudiated tim e and again by the advanced workers 
in  the trade unions a ffilia ted  w ith  the F-LP.

Because o f the succession of C. P.-inspircd 
outrages. Benson was defeated in the 1938 elec­
tion . The Socialist W orkers P a rty  gave c r it ic a l 
support to Benson in t lic  election against the 
Republican Stassen. In  an Open L e tte r to Gov­
ernor Henson, presented to h im  d u rin g  the cam ­
paign, we warned tha t he could not ra lly  the 
workers and farm ers unless he made “ a sharp

break w ith  the Dem ocratic machine n a tio n a lly ”  
and “ a clear ideological break w ith  Roosevelt’s 
most vociferous supporters, the most determ ined 
pro-war group in  the coun try  today, the Com­
m un is t P a rty .”

W ith  the s ign ing  of the Nazi-Soviet pact in  
1939, the Com m unist P a rly  again changed its  line, 
and i t  now tries  to use fo r the new lino  the 
rem nants of the Farm er-Labor p a rty  w h ich  sur- 
ived a fte r the disastrous defeat o f 1938. And 
w ith  no explanation of the somersault.

N o r can the Com m unist P a rty  o f M innesota 
erase fro m  its  record its  sham eful, union-sm ash­
in g  cam paigns o f 1937 directed aga inst the o r­
ganized m achin ists, hosp ita l w o rkers  and others 
in  A F L  unions. W o rk in g  in  the name o f the CIO, 
B i l l  M auseth and o ther S ta lin is t leaders suc­
ceeded in  reducing strong  and p o w e rfu l A F L  
unions in to  weak “ paper”  o rgan iza tions in  the 
S ta lin is t-dom ina ted  CIO m ovem ent in  M innesota. 
T h is  whole p rogram  o f un ion d is rup tion  was c a r­
rie d  on w ith  the fu lle s t cooperation o f the S ta lin ­
is t-con tro lled  G overnor’s office. The bona fide 
CIO na tiona l m ovem ent su ffe red  as a resu lt. Des­
p ite  a ll e ffo r ts  o f the M inneapo lis un ion leader­
sh ip —who are p ro -in d u s tr ia l union and recognize 
the  progressive and m a jo r ro le  o f the CIO  na­
t io n a lly — m any w orkers  id e n tify  the na tiona l CIO 
w ith  the carica tu re  concocted by  the S ta lin is ts  
in  M innesota.

The th in k in g  w o rke r can therefore easily un- 
derstand tha t advanced workers and farm ers of 
M innesota responded eagerly to the pro le ta rian , 
revo lu tiona ry  program  of the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  in the 1940 election campaign.

The T ro tsky is t Record is Clear
For, u n like  the S ta lin is ts , the T ro tsky is ts  have 

a clear record of unsw erving support of the M arx­
is t  m ethod o f s trugg le . The M a rx is t method is 
the method of support o f a ll of the day-to-day 
struggles of the w orkers against the bosses, and 
of m il ita n t s trugg le w ith in  the Farm er-Labor 
P a rty  to draw the w orkers fu r th e r along the road 
of independent working-class action.

The m il ita n t  a c tiv ity  o f the T ro tsky is ts  in the 
great s tr ik e  struggles of 1934, in  the dem onstra­
tions and struggles o f the unemployed and W PA 
w orkers d u rin g  the past s ix  years, in  the cam­
paigns of the trade un ion is ts  and organized fa rm ­
ers of the Farm er-Labor P arty  against the reac­
tion a ry  Republican and Dem ocratic machines, is 
w e ll known.

Tbe m ilita n c y  and w o rk in g  class so lid a rity  de­
monstrated by the T ro tsky is ts  of M innesota have 
won them the respect o f the vast m a jo r ity  of 
(lie organized workers o f M innesota and the 
hatred of the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  government. 
The ranks of the T ro tsky is ts  of M innesota num ­
ber m any class-struggle fighters who have been 
im prisoned because of th e ir  a c tiv itie s  in behalf 
o f trade un ion and unemployed w orkers.

The 1940  E lection  Campaign
T h is  is the stainless record ol’ the T ro tsky is ts  

in Minnesota, and none o f the sm earing attem pts 
o f the S ta lin is ts  could blacken i t  in  the  eyes o f 
t lic  w orkers and farm ers of M innesota. We ap­
peared on the ba llo t as the “ T ro ts k y is t A n ti-W ar 
P a rty .”

We were carefu l in  a ll of the speeches, leaf­
lets and rad io  propaganda o f the campaign to 
make clear tha t our a ttacks on Ike Com m unist 
P a rly , were attacks of revo lu tion is ts  against re­
form ists . One of the p lanks in  ou r p la tfo rm  
called fo r “ Defense o f the Soviet Un ion Aga inst 
Im peria lism  and S ta lin ism .”

We appealed to the Com m unist P a rty  workers

in  our election lite ra tu re  to “ restudy S ta lin ism  
in the lig h t of the w r itin g s  of M a rx 'a n d  Le n in .”  
We expressed confidence that such a study would 
lead them to a break w ith  the S ta lin is t P a rty  and 
u n ity  w ith  the Bolshevik program  of the Socia list 
W orkers P arty .

In  sections o f the sta te, p a r t ic u la r ly  am ong 
the iro n  m iners on the Range, the re  a re  a. la rge  
num ber o f fo rm er C. P. members who have fo r 
years supported the Russian R evolution. Im pres ­
sive to ta ls fo r t lic  T ro ts k y is t candidate were rec­
orded in  those sections.

A heavy reg is tra tion  of votes fo r T ro tsky ism  
were also recorded in  those areas of the state in  
wh ich there are in d u s tr ia l workers, such as the 
packinghouse workers, tim be r workers, drivers, 
m iners, etc. The word “ T ro ts k y is t”  stands fo r 
m il ita n t  working-class action to these workers, 
who have understood tho ro le o f the T ro tsky is ts  
in  the m il ita n t M inneapolis labor movement.

The largest vote fo r t iie  T ro ts k y is t candidate 
came fro m  the three in d u s tr ia l centers o f  M innea­
polis, St. Paul and D u lu th . In  M inneapolis and 
St. Paul alone, our P arty  received a la rge r vote 
than the C. P. obtained in  the en tire  state.

I t  is a great g ra tifica tio n  to note liow  deeply 
t ile  ideas of T ro tsky ism  have penetrated among 
the M innesota masses. Undoubtedly the recent 
tra g ic  death of Leon T ro tsky  at the hands o f 
S ta lin ’s agent dram atized the program  of the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l lo r  thousands o f w orkers 
and farm ers in M innesota as w e ll as th rough the 
nation. I am very sure th a t m any hundreds of 
votes were cast fo r  me as tlic  T ro ts k y is t candidate 
in  order to do honor to the m urdered hero who 
symbolizes fo r the oppressed t lic  revo lu tiona ry  
sti uggle against the cap ita lis t system of expolit- 
ation.
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Fight Against Byrne's 
Appointment

S hortly  a fte r the announcement tha t McRey- 
nolds was re t ir in g  from  the United States Supreme 
Court, word came tha t Roosevelt had already 
chosen the man he was going to nom inate to f i l l  
the vacancy, a lthough he did not in iend to make 
the name known fo r several weeks.

However,, at the same tim e, “ au th o rita tive  
sources" disclosed th a t the man Roosevelt was 
re fe rr in g  to was Senator James Byrnes o f South 
Carolina, one o f h is ch ie f aides in  pushing the 
“ Lend-Lease”  W ar Powers B il l.

Im m ediate ly , protest action was called fo r by 
the N ationa l Association fo r the Advancement of 
Colored People, w h ich  said i t  would conduct a 
figh t against the selection of Byrnes because he 
“ has been absolutely consistent in  opposing any 
and every e ffo rt to give to Negro citizens the pro­
tection  of tire United States C onstitu tion .”

The NAACP also pointed out th a t the three 
senators who most s trong ly  favor B yrne ’s appo int­
ment, C arte r Glass o f V irg in ia , Pat H a rrison  of 
M ississippi, and Alben B ark ley of Ken tucky, are 
a ll opponents of any k ind  of federal an ti-lynch ing  
leg is la tion .

The P ittsbu rgh  Courier went back to the record 
and dug out the fo llow ing  in fo rm a tio n :

W hile  Byrnes was in  the House of Represent­
atives, he tr ie d  to obstruct and voted against ap­
p ropria tions fo r Howard U n ivers ity .

He spoke and voted against the Dyer a n ti­
lyn ch in g  b ill.

He voted against the reso lu tion p ro v id ing  a 
loan of five m illio n  do llars to L ibe ria .

He placed the blame fo r  the 1919 “ race r io ts ”  
in  Chicago and W ashington on “ would-be leaders 
o f the (Negro) race.”  instead of on the boss-ins­
p ired an ti-un ion campaigns, and said:

“ I f  the tw o races are to  live  together in th is  
country , i t  may as w e ll be understood th a t the 
w a r has in no way changed the a ttitu d e  o f the 
w h ite  man tow ard the social and po litica l equa lity  
o f the Negro.

“ I f .  as a resu lt o f his experience in  the w ar, 
he does no t care to live  in  th is  land w ith o u t 
p o litica l and social equa lity , then he can depart 
fo r  any country he wishes and his departu re  w ill 
be fa c ilita te d  by the w h ite  people o f th is  country 
who desire no d is tu rb in g  fa c to r in  th e ir  m idst.”  

The Courier, asks: “ Can the man who made 
the above statem ent and has the above record 
mete out equal jus tice  to a ll citizens of the 
U n ited States?

“ I f  you th in k  so, read u n til you’ re sleepy and 
go on to bed.

“ I f  you don’t  th in k  so, p repare  to  act.”

New Deal Testimony 
Against Byrnes!

B u t not even the Courier has to ld  the whole 
story about Byrnes, as can be seen by a reading 
o f “ D ix ie  Demagogues”  by two New Dealers, A. 
M ich ie and P. R y lilic k , who w i l l  be embarassed, 
a fte r they exposed B yrne ’s record and h is opposi­
t ion  to the more libe ra l leg is la tion  of the ea rlie r 
New Deal, to see how closely Roosevelt is w o rk ing  
w ith  h im  today.

F o r Byrnes is every b it as much anti-labor as 
he is anti-Negro. And his nom ination  m ust be 
opposed not on ly by fighters fo r equa lity  fo r the 
Negro people, hut by organized labor as well.

In  1937 Byrnes was among the firs t to rush 
fo rw a rd  w ith  a denunciation of the sit-down s trike , 
and he introduced an amendment to the Guffey 
Coal B il l  to  bar sit-downs, one of labo r’s strongest 
weapons.

He opposed the Wage-Hour B il l  in  the Senate, 
and attem pted to use his in fluence in  the House 
to preven t its  passage. He th in ks  th a t the tho u ­
sands o f tex tile  workers and sharecroppers of 
South C arolina are ge tting  along w e ll enough in  
th e ir  present s ta rv in g , h ig h ly  exp lo ited condition.

He was one of the leaders in  Congress of the 
re lie f-s lash ing bloc th a t has cut W PA to ribbons, 
always favo ring  the lowest figure offered fo r  W PA 
appropria tions, always in  favo r o f the move to 
tu rn  re lie f over to the states’ con tro l.

A n  example o f his die-hard opposition to the 
an ti-lynch ing  b ill,  was his rep ly  to the question 
asked h im  in  1938 as to w hat like lihood  there was 
o f ending the filibus te r against the anti-lynch 
b ill:

“ N o t u n t il the year 2038, unless the  b i l l  Is 
w ith d ra w n  before the n !”

The fact th a t Roosevelt even considers such 
a man fo r appointm ent to  the Supreme Court 
should serve to d is illu s io n  m any colored and w h ite  
w orkers who have supported Roosevelt because 
“ he’s a l i t t le  b e tte r than the Republicans.”

Citizenship Lost in Panama
When the Panama Canal was being dug back 

a t the beginning of the century, thousands of Ne­
groes in  t lie  B r it is h  W est Ind ies were brought 
over to help d ig  it .

Most of them, a fte r p o u r in g ,o u t tlve ir sweat 
and blood bu ild in g  it ,  settled down to liv e  in  
Panama, and to raise tlveir fam ilies  there.

Today, these Negro workers and th e ir  ch ild ren  
who were born in  Panama, have los t th e ir  r ig h ts  
o f c itizensh ip under the new cons titu tion  tha t 
w ent in to  effect at the beginning of the year.

The ch ild ren of the diggers of the Panama 
Canal and the ch ild ren of Asia tics a ll thus become 
people “ w ith o u t a country,”  and are placed in  a 
position where i t  w i l l  be m uch easier fo r  them 
to he explo ited and oppressed in  the fu tu re .

We can be sure th a t those who are whooping 
i t  up m ost loud ly  fo r  a w a r “ fo r  dem ocracy”  
against Germany w i l l  have no th ing  to say about 
(and w i l l  s ile n tly  approve) th is  alm ost unprece­
dented repression. F o r a ll tha t the governm ent 
o f Panama has done is to procla im  in  law  the 
same conditions of serv itude th a t are imposed in  
fac t and in  deed on over nine m illio n  Negro w o rk ­
ers and sharecroppers in  the South. ....

How They Let H itler Take Power
The Second And Third Internationals Let Him In Without A  Fight

By H A R R Y  F R A N K E L
It is now eight years since H itle r cafne to power in Germany. 

Since that time the reactionary consequences of that great catas­
trophe have fu lly  unfolded themselves, but the lessons of this 
defeat for the working class have not been widely spread among 
even the thinking workers. There has been much weeping, but 
very little  has been understood. For this reason, we must once 
again weigh the lessons o f Germany and take them to heart.
1 lien we w ill be better armed for the future.

In Germany before H itler the working class was very well 
organized. The trade unions encompassed millions, the fraternal 
and sports organizations of the workers were extremely powerful,
and the enormous support g iven | ------— -------- ■ .---------------------------—
to  the S oc ia lis t and C om m unist I ,cnd- the fasc ‘s t mcnace coultL  
parties by the w orkers  testified  be removed, and w ith  i t  >ts source:
to  the a lm ost unanimous desire 
on the p a r t o f the masses fo r  So­
cia lism . On the o ther hand, the 
economic s itua tion  in  Germ any 
was becoming s tead ily  worse. 
P roduction was disorganized, 
wages were low  and declin ing, 
and the enormous mass unem ­
ploym ent g rew  like  a cancer on 
the body o f German society. In  
the face o f th is  s itu a tio n , the 
continued s ta b ility  and g ro w th  o f 
the w o rk in g  class organ izations 
was possible on ly i f  the y  began 
to take con tro l o f the economic 
li fe  o f the  coun try . The on ly 
road fo r  them  was to fo rm  the 
governm ent and take over power 
themselves.

T H E  T A S K  OF 
S M A S H IN G  F A S C IS M

The Fascis t camp o f H it le r  
g rew  and fed  its e lf  on the social 
decay and on the  re fusa l o f the 
w o rk in g  class leaders to  tra n s ­
la te  th e ir  words in to  action. The 
unemployed, the you th  who had 
never had jobs, the ru ined m iddle 
class— a ll the dem oralized and 
declassed sections o f. the popula­
tion— served as the  rese rvo ir 
fro m  which H it ie r  drew  his sup­
port. O ffic ia l s o c i e t y  had 
squeezed them  fro m  its  pores; 
H it le r  organized them, gave them  
a “ m ission”  and a banner, to ld  
them  th a t the w o rkers  and w o rk ­
e r’s o rgan iza tions were th e ir  
m ain enemies. H it le r  spoke often, 
in  those days, to  m eetings o f 
m anufacture rs  associa tions; he 
won th e ir  support m a in ly  by h is 
success in  b reaking up w o rk e r’s 
meetings.

How  was i t  possible to  f ig h t 
th is  plague? F ir s t  i t  was neces­
sary  to  organize a w o rk in g  class 
un ited f r o n t  fo r  action aga inst 
the fascists. I t  was necessary to 
meet force w ith  force. In  the 
course o f th is  un ited  f ro n t,  the 
fu r th e r  necessity o f ta k in g  over 
governm enta l power and na tio n ­
a liz in g  the im p o rta n t industries 
and the banks would have be­
come p la in  to  a ll w orkers. In  the

the cap ita lis ts  and the cap ita lis t 
cris is . A lo n g  th is  road o f the 
un ited  f ro n t  o f s trugg le , v ic to ry  
fo r  the w o rk in g  class and its  so­
c ia lis t asp ira tions was p ra c tica l­
ly  assured in  advance.

B u t fo r  a ll th is  to  happen, i t  
was necessary fo r  the w o rkers  to 
have a fa i ’-s ighted revo lu tiona ry  
leadership o f the type the Rus­
sian w orkers  possessed in  1917. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly , th is  was n o t so. 
The German w orkers  were headed 
by much the same s o rt o f sw ind­
lers, blockheads and agents o f 
cap ita lism  and o f S ta lin  as to ­
day m islead the w o rkers  in  th is  
country . W e would do w e ll to 
examine these “ leaders”  and th e ir  
actions to know w h a t to  avoid.

T H E  RECORD O F T H E  
S O C IA L  D EM O C R ATS

The Social Dem ocrats were the 
m ost im p o rta n t leaders o f the 
w orkers and th e ir  w o rs t b e tra y ­
ers. They f irs t  dragged the Ger­
man w orkers in to  the  W o rld  W ar, 
and then, as they emerged fro m  
it ,  prevented them  fro m  se ttin g  
up a W orkers  Government. In  the 
course o f suppressing the revo lu ­
t io n  E bert, Noske, Scheidemann 
and the o ther Social-Dem ocratic 
leaders slaughtered thousands o f 
w orkers. Rosa Luxem burg  and 
K a r l L iebknecht, leaders o f the 
Com m unist w orkers, were assas­
sinated by Junker o fficers under 
the  command o f the Social Dem o­
crats. F o r the n e x t fou rteen 
years, the Social Dem ocrats were 
e ithe r the  G overnm ent o r its  
ch ie f prop— in  Prussia the y  ru led 
th roughou t— and Social Demo­
c ra tic  w o rkers  o il s tr ik e  who fe lt  
the blows o f the  police could, i f  
they chose, com fo rt themselves 
w ith  the th o u g h t th a t the  police 
ch ie f belonged to the same p a rty  
as they did.

These “ leaders”  o f the w o rk in g  
class could th in k  o f no th in g  h u t 
to  ca ll upon the governm ent to 
help them  fig h t the fascists. The 
S o c i a l  Dem ocrats supported 
Bruening, then Von Papen, then

Von Schleicher; supported a ll thetjy 
ca p ita lis t governm ents as these 
swung ever fu r th e r  to  the r ig h t  
under N a z i pressure. T h e ir las t 
stand was to  help re -e lect Von 
H indenburg , the President. And 
o il January  30, 1933 he called 
upon H it le r  to  fo rm  a cabinet. 
Even then the Social Dem ocrats 
did no t change th e ir  po licy. In  
the Reichstag th e y  voted fo r  a 
m otion o f  confidence in  H it le r ’s 
fo re ign  po licy. They o ffe red to 
support H it le r  i f  on ly  he would 
to le ra te  the continued existence 
o f the Social Dem ocratic ap­
paratus and so save these f lu n ­
keys th e ir  jobs.

T H E  S IM IL A R  RECORD OF 
T H E  C O M M U N IS T  P A R T Y

B u t the Com m unist P a rty ?  
W 'hat was i t  do ing w ith  its  p res t­
ige, its  support, its  nea rly  six 
m illio n  voters?

The S ta lin is t bureaucrats were 
a t th a t  tim e  in  the throes o f 
th e ir  po licy  o f “ social fascism .”  
A ccord ing  to  S ta lin , Social Dem ­
ocracy was “ the m oderate w in g  
o f fascism .”  A nd according to 
th is  logic, a Social Dem ocratic 
governm ent is even worse than 
a fasc is t governm ent! Here is a 
sample o f the w o rk  o f the S ta l­
in is t scribblers a t th a t t im e :

“ A  Social Dem ocratic coa li­
tion  governm ent, confronted 
w ith  a non-com batant, s p lit up, 
confused p ro le ta r ia t would be 
a thousand tim es greater ev il 
than an open Fascist d ic ta to r­
ship, against which would ap­
pear a class conscious p ro le ta r­
ia t, resolved upon s trugg le , 
un ited in  its  mass.”

— DER P R O P A G A N D IS T  
Sept. ’31

W ha t was necessary was to  es­
tab lish  a w o rk in g  class un ited 
f ro n t  and, w ith o u t fo r  a m om ent 
t ru s t in g  the e x is ting  boss “ demo­
c ra tic ”  governm ent, launch the 
s trugg le  to  un ite  and a rm  the 
w orkers  to  defend a ll ex is ting  
w o rk in g  class organ izations. B u t 
no, answered the S ta lin is t theore­
tic ians  o f “ D er P ropagandist,”  
the Social Dem ocrats are fascists 
themselves; an open fa sc is t Gov­
ernm ent would be be tte r.

The T ro tsky is ts , a t th a t tim e, 
organized th e ir  b iggest cam paign 
around the slogan o f the un ited 
f ro n t  aga inst the Nazis. Had the 
S ta lin is ts  launched such a slogan, 
we said a t th a t tim e, the re su lt 
would have been tremendous. 
Those Social Dem ocratic leaders 
who opposed the  un ited fro n t, o r 
accepted i t  insincerely, would 
have been im m ed ia te ly  exposed 
before the  w idest mass o f th e ir  
fo llow ers. B y  e labora ting  a fig h t-

4,350,000 Tags To Identify 
Casualties, Ordered By Army

The W ar D epartm ent on January  29 placed an order fo r  
4,350,000 special id en tifica tion  tags to  be worn by the A m erican 
troops in  add ition  to  the reg u la r m eta l id en tifica tion  disc o f 
tra d itio n a l use.

The new ta g  w il l  be used to  aid in the keeping o f the m edical 
records at dressing stations, m edical posts and fie ld  hospita ls. 
I t  is a numbered cardboard in  a m eta l r in g . W hen removed fro m  
a corpse, fra g m e n t o f corpse, o r a wounded so ld ier d is figu red be­
yond recogn ition , the le tte rs  K IA  (K ille d  in  ac tion ) o r W IA  
(W ounded in  ac tion ) can be w ritte n  down in  a h u rry  and the disc 
tossed in to  a container. No fuss ing around w ith  index cards and 
f ilin g  cabinets.

W hen asked w hy so la rge  an o rder was be ing placed a t th is  
tim e. A rm y  procurem ent o ffic ia ls  expla ined th a t the a rm y  was 
la y in g  in  a fu l l  supply o f a ll “ po ten tia l requirem ents.”

The A rm y  o ffic ia ls  in d ig n a n tly  denied, when questioned by 
newspaper reporters, th a t the  purchase o f th is  huge supp ly o f 
special iden tifica tion  tags indicated th a t they an tic ipa te  an im ­
m inen t en try  in to  the  war.

Maybe the W ar D epartm ent is  in  such a h u rry  to  get 
D O U B L E  iden tifica tion  discs fo r  the boys who m igh t ge t b listered 
feet m arch ing around the a rm y camps.

in g  program , the Com m unist pa r­
ty  would have enorm ously in ­
creased its  prestige , weakened the 
Social Dem ocratic apparatus, and 
paved the  w ay fo r  Soviets. B u t 
the S ta lin is t c rim ina ls  did no 
such th in g ; they sabotaged the 
un ited f ro n t  and came ou t openly 
aga inst it .  W il l i  Muenzenberg 
then one o f the ch ie f spokesmen 
o f S ta lin ism , spoke qu ite  p la in ly  
on Feb. 1, 1932:

“ A  bloc or even an alliance, 
o r even a tem porary  jo in t  
opera tion in  in d iv idua l actions 
between the Com m unist P a rty  
and the Social Dem ocratic 
P a rty  o f Germ any would fo r ­
ever d iscred it the Com m unist 
P a rty  among the broad masses 
o f the workers, to il in g  peas­
ants, and m iddle s tra ta , and 
d raw  i t  in to  decline.”

False as every w ord is here, 
the fa lses t o f a ll are the re fe renc­
es to  the “ m iddle s tra ta .”  
The p e tty  bourgeosie can be won 
by the Workers, bu t on ly  by a 
bold and audacious po licy  o f ac­
tion . The cow ard ly  and v a c illa t­
in g  po licy  o f the  S ta lin is t tops 
was a m a jo r fa c to r in  d r iv in g  the 
“ m iddle s tra ta ”  to  the Nazis.

A h, b u t Germ any is go ing to 
be d iffe re n t fro m  Ita ly .  The S ta l-

The British Goebbels On Kenya
Churchill's Ministry o f Propaganda Tells A Whopper

By J. IN G R A M
In  a ll the B r it is h  da ily  papers 

we find artic les  sub titled  “ A Com­
monwealth in  A rm s”  w h ich are 
turned out under the d irec tion  or 
the M in is try  o f In fo rm a tio n  and 
Propaganda. These artic les  a t­
tem pt to prove the u n ity  and com­
radeship o f a ll the peoples who 
ive under the flag  of England. In  

the D a ily  Telegraph of Nov. 29, 
1940, fo r example, we find a choice 
b it  of propaganda te llin g  how the 
people o f Kenya Colony in  A frica  
are ready to give th e ir  a ll fo r  the 
Em pire, and of the fa the rly  a t t i ­
tude of the Government to these 
and other colon ia l peoples. A 
b rie f exam ination of a few o f the 
statem ents Of the D a ily  Telegraph 
a rtic le  and a g lim pse a t the  facts 
are more tha n  enough to expose 
the monstrous hypocrisy and the 
shameless ly in g  of B r it is h  “ De­
m ocracy.”

“ We are ready, our sons are 
ready, each of ns 1s ready to give 
a ll th a t he can to be one w ith  
the Em pire and to defend our 
coun try .”  These words are a t t r i ­
buted by the D a ily  Telegraph a r ­
tic le  to  the Senior Chief o f Cen­
tra l K avirondo in  Kenya colony. 
The Chief and presum ably every­
body else ta lks  lik e  th is  in  Kenya 
because, the a rtic le  explains, of 
the u tte r selflessness of B r it is h  
ru le  over Kenya. “ Here is the 
keynote of B r it is h  co lon ia l po licy. 
I ts  a im  is  to  foster na tu ra l g row th  
— economic, s o c k i and p o lit ic a l.”

A  very touching p icture. L e t us 
compare i t ,  however, w ith  some 
easily-obtainable FACTS. L e t us 
compare i t  w ith  the facts present­
ed by George Padmore, h im se lf a 
na tive  of a B r it is h  colony, in  his 
repealing book, “ How  B r ita in  
Rules A fr ic a .”

In  Kenya we see th a t the w h ite  
p lan ta tion  owners, a landed a r is ­
tocracy, w ith  the connivance o f 
the government, have d riven  the 
A frican s  o ff th e ir  lands and herd­
ed them  onto Reserves,, onto the 
most barren, u n fe rtile  and Unpro­
ductive lands; here the A fricans

lose a ll t i t le  to th e ir  ancestral 
lands and become mere tenants 
of the Crown. M eanwhile the 
w h ite  planters have taken over 
the best lands in  the Colony, the j 
H ighlands, w h ich  are the most 
fe rtile , hea lth fu l and productive. 
In  th is  area, by w h ite  man’s law, 
no colored person may live , and 
fu rthe rm ore, no na tive  A frican  
can even acquire a legal r ig h t  to 
any land w ith in  the Colony. On 
the Reserves, the natives, an a g ri­
cu ltu ra l and pastoral people, are 
crowded together, 136 to the m ile, 
w h ile  there is reserved a square 
m ile  of land fo r each white.

T H E IR  L A N D  STO LEN ,
T H E N  FORCED LA B O R

T his  enforced overcrowding 
drives these landless people o ff 
the Reserves and onto the planta­
tions o f the w h ite  where, by law, 
the natives m ust w o rk  a m in i 
m um  of 180 days a year; in  ac­
tua l practice the b ig  p lanta tions 
exact 270 days out o f the 365. Th is 
system of enforced land im pover­
ishm ent fo r the natives insures 
an adequate supply of labor for 
the w h ite  p lanta tions. No na tive  
can get away from  th is  forced la ­
bor because no native can wander 
about t lie  country at w i l l  o r be 
unemployed, as he w i l l  im m ed i­
ate ly be arrested and im prisoned 
fo r  vagrancy. E very na tive  off 
the Reserves m ust wear a K ip- 
andi, a k ind  of w a lle t w h ich  must 
he w orn  around the neck and 
which contains the finge rp rin ts  of 
the bearer and a labor certifica te  
signed by the master showing how 
many days he has worked.

W hat unashamed insolence— as 
brazen as H it le r ’s M in is try  of 
Propaganda— to make i t  appear 
tha t the people of Kenya Colony 
eagerly pledge allegiance to a gov­
ernm ent tha t has broken its  pro­
mises to them  and refuses redress. 
In  1930 the Government passed a 
law  p rom is ing these natives th a t 
there would be no fu rth e r s lic ing  
up of th e ir  rem a in ing  lands, and 
then, in  1932, when gold Was

found on the na tive Reserves, the 
governm ent rushed In, drove over 
10,000 of these natives o ff th e ir  
lands, and • forced them to sign 
s ix  m onth labor contracts at a 
pay of 10 sh illin g s  ($2.50) per 
month of 30 w o rk ing  days of nine 
hours each. Chronic social diseases 
were brought in  by the gold d ig­
gers, the a g ricu ltu ra l economy dis­
rupted, the fa m ily  li fe  d is in te ­
grated. T h is  in s u lt was added, 
th a t i f  a man or a cow fe ll in to  
a m in in g  p it  and died, 5 sh illing s  
compensation was given to the re l­
atives o f the man o r the owner 
o f the cow. When the Kavirondo- 
N a tive Ass’n sent a delegation to 
the Colonial Secretary in  London, 
p ro testing  these conditions and 
abuses, he did not find i t  conve­
n ien t to receive it ,  le t alone do 
an y th in g  about these wrongs.

O U T D O IN G  H IT L E R ’S 
P R O P A G A N D A  M IN IS T R Y

“ No pa rt o f the B r it is h  Em pire  
pays taxes or tr ib u te  in  any form  
to B r ita in .”  T h is  incred ib le  asser­
tion  is made in  the B r it is h  P ro­
paganda M in is try ’s a rtic le ! In  Ke­
nya alone, in  1929 the Natives 
paid £531,016 i l l  hu t and poll 
taxes; in  1930, £591,424; in  1931, 
£530,877.

T lie  best equipped hospita ls are 
reserved fo r w h ite  patients. There 
are three hospita ls fo r  A fricans  
con ta in ing  1500 beds fo r a native 1 
population of 3,000,000. Due to im ­
proper m edical care, the na tive  
m o rta lity  in  some of the Reserves 
is as high as 500 deaths per 1,000. 
The na tive  ch ild ren  are hungry 
and disease-ridden, 95-to 100%
of A frican  ch ild ren under the age 
o f 10 ca rry  traces of chronic m al­
a r ia l in fe c tion ; in  some d is tr ic ts  
over 70% su ffe r from  hookworm.

The natives ask fo r  schools to 
teach them scientific  fa rm ing , the 
whites answer, “ I t  w ill spo il the 
Blacks.”  When the natives open 
th e ir  own schools to teach th e ir  
ch ildren, o f a ll th ings, the E ng l­
ish  language, the au tho rities  close

them  down and declare them il le ­
gal.

The governm ent is look ing  a fte r 
the native economic interests? So 
says the B r it is h  M in is try  of P ro­
paganda! A  breach of contract is 
considered desertion and is pun­
ishable by fine and im prisonm ent; 
in  one year over 3,000 natives 
were punished under th is  law. 
Trade unions and collective bar­
ga in ing  are p roh ib ited  by law ; 
w orkm en’s compensation, unem ­
ploym ent benefits, old-age pensions 
are Unheard of in  East A frica .

IF  T H IS  IS N ’T  
S LA V E R Y , W H A T  IS?
The na tive  peasants are not a l­
lowed to grow coffee, because i t  
is the p rinc ip a l export crop and 
so i t  is the monopoly of the w h ite  
planters. As fo r the crops which 
the natives are allowed to grow, 
they have great d iff ic u lty  in  m ar­
keting, because the transporta tion  
fa c ilit ie s  were b u ilt  fo r  the ben­
efit of the European Communities.

The B r it is h , says the M in is try  
o f Propaganda, are interested in  
the na tive ’s p o litica l development. 
A strange m anner in  which to 
show i t ;  No native lias the r ig h t 
to vote; there is no representation 
on the Leg is la tive  Council except 
a m issionary who is appointed by 
the Governor and who is supposed 
to represent the na tive  in terest. 
The natives cannot even pe tition  
the governm ent to protest th e ir  
grievances because th e ir  organiza­
tions are illega l. More than five 
persons cannot meet together 
w ith o u t perm ission of the au thor­
ities.

Perhaps the most cynical state­
ment in  th is  a rtic le  o f the Pro­
paganda M in is try , is: “ Today we 
are fig h tin g  to save th is  w o rk  ( in  
Kenya) from  the hands of the Des­
troyer, whose on ly idea fo r colon­
ia l peoples is perm anent s lavery.”  
Presum ably t lie  emphasis is on 
the word perm anent! As d is tin ­
guished from  a few centuries or 
so under B r it is h  ru le !

in is t hacks tu rned ou t reams on 
th is  theme. W hen M usso lin i came 
to  power, they argued, th a t was 
d u rin g  a rea c tion a ry  period, 
w h ile  today, the period we are 
en te ring  is a re v o lu tio n a ry  one. 
These school-m arm  po litic ians  
re a lly  believed th a t  events were 
m oving according to a pre-con- 
ceived g raph  kep t in  the Bureau 
o f S tandards a t Moscow. W ha t 
they could no t o r would n o t grasp 
was th a t the events in  Germ any 
and the actions o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  were go ing to  determ ine 
fo r  m any years w hethe r the 
period w ou ld  be revo lu tiona ry  or 
reactionary.

A nd  so the S ta lin is t Generals 
m arched th e ir  soldiers round and 
round, hurled curses and im p lica ­
tions a t a l l the o the r pa rties  and 
did no th ing  a t a ll to  w in  over the 
Social Dem ocratic w orkers  to  
jo in t  s trugg le  aga inst fascism . 
Long a fte r  H it le r  was Chancel­
lo r, these absurd lackeys were 
pa rad ing  around as though no th ­
in g  had happened, boasting th a t 
the  p a rty  o f Thaelm ann had no t 
erred, and was p repa ring , ami 
th a t we would soon hear fro m  it .  
Yes, we heard. F in a lly , the Com ­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l, a fte r  s ix  
weeks o f silence a fte r  the Reich­
s tag  fire  and H it le r ’s complete 
tr ium p h , came ou t f o r . . .  the 
un ited  f ro n t  aga inst fascism !

The T ro tsky is ts  drew  up the 
balance sheet o f the S ta lin is t In ­
te rna tion a l on the basis o f the 
German events and launched an 
in te rna tiona l o f v ic to ry : The 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. S ta lin  end­
ed up by jo in in g  H it le r  in  eco­
nomic, p o lit ic a l and m il ita ry  col­
labora tion . A nd  the Social Demo­
c ra t leaders, who w ouldn ’t  le t 
the German w orkers f ig h t H itle r , 
have em igrated, and now ask the 
A m erican w orkers  to  die in  the 
im p e ria lis t w a r w h ich w il l  never 
do the German w orkers any 
good.

T H E  C O M ING  R E V O L U T IO N  
IN  G E R M A N Y

The G erm an w orkers have su f­
fe red  much since H it le r  came to  
power. A l l  o f th e ir  o rgan izations 
destroyed and the best o f th e ir  
m ilita n ts  slaughtered, th is  w o rk ­
in g  class, once the proudest in  
a ll Europe m ust fee l doubly de­
feated since they never even go t 
a chance to  f ig h t. The S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact has su re ly  le f t  a 
g ro a t m any o f the finest among 
the Gei-man w orkers  fee lin g  be­
trayed  and hopeless. B u t i t  m ust 
have ta u g h t a g re a t m any o f 
them  where n o t to  look fo r  lead­
ership.

A f te r  the Fascists had come 
to power in  Germ any, the  S ta l­
in is ts , re fu s in g  to acknowledge a 
defeat long  a f te r  i t  had taken 
place, w en t about say ing :: the 
decisive ba ttles are ye t to  come.”  
These words, used as a cover fo r  
a fa lse po licy  w h ich had fa iled , 
con ta in  a t ru th  today th a t the 
S ta lin is t leaders are com ple te ly 
unable to  understand. T lie  de­
cisive battles in  Germ any are ye t 
to  come. A l l  the German w o rk ­
ers need is a l i t t le  encourage­
ment.: to  be shown by example. 
W hen re v o lt f ir s t  in fec ts  Europe’s 
arm ies, the German w o rkers  who 
are so slandered today w i l l  rise  
and p u t an end to  th e ir  b ru ta l 
prison-keepers. H it le r ’s strongest 
weapon today is the fa c t th a t  the 
p ro le ta r ia t in  the “ democracies”  
is obeying its  ca p ita lis t ru le rs . 
W hen i t  ceases to  do so, we sha ll 
im m ed ia te ly  find i t  jo ined in  re ­
vo lu tio n  by the Germ an p ro le ta r­
ia t th a t gave us M arx, Engels, 
Liebknecht, Luxem burg and a 
m illio n  unknown heroes o f its  
strugg le to change the w o rld !

Just W hat Happened 
When the A . P. M .; 
Went to Washington

B y JO H N  F R E D E R IC K S

W A S H IN G T O N , I). C.— A n o th e r S ta lin is t 
“ peoples lobby”  was conducted here on Saturday, 
Feb. 1, th is  tim e  under the auspices o f the Am e­
rican  Peace M ob iliza tion . The 800 delegates fro m  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity  th a t were b rough t here by special 
t ra in  fo r  the purpose listened to  a 10 m inute  
speech by Congressman V ito  M arcanton io  aga inst 
the so-called “ lend-lease”  b ill.  A nd th a t ’s about 
a l l the y  did do.

The lobby, under the d irec tion  o f one D r. 
N e ff,  proceeded to  the  Senate office b u ild in g  
where the y  were supposed to  bu ttonho le the  
senators o f the F o re ign  Relations com m ittee. The 
senators refused to  see the de legation o r to  a llow  
them  to  en ter the  Senate office bu ild ing . D r. N e ff  
advised the group to  stand p a tie n tly  outside the 
bu ild ing , m aking  no s o rt o f dem onstration, in  o r­
der to  im press the senators th a t the  delegation 
had peaceful in ten tions. The delegates were a l­
lowed to  cool th e ir  heels on the bleak, w indsw ept 
steps o f the o ffice  bu ild in g  u n t il the  senators 
w ent home fo r  the day.

F in a lly  a d m ittin g  de feat in  the announced 
m ission o f seeing the  senators, D r. N e ff  advised 
h is  fo llow e rs  to  re tu rn  to  M u rra ys  Casino, in  the 
N egro section o f W ashing ton, p rom is ing  there  to  
organize a dem onstra tion th a t w ou ld  shake a ll 
W ashing ton.

Leaders Haven’’t M any Ideas
A t  M u rra ys  Casino- a pep m ee ting  was o r­

ganized where i t  was expla ined to  the  delegates 
th a t there was no rea l democracy to  be found in  
these Congressional ha lls, as i f  th e y  had expected 
to  find  some there. A f te r  s ta llin g  around fo r  
about tw o  hours in  the h a ll lis te n in g  to  speeches 
o f delegates fro m  the f lo o r  a fte r  the m eeting had 
ru n  ou t o f re g u la r speakers, the  leaders f in a lly  
adm itted  th a t  th e y  were a ll ou t o f ideas fo r  f u r ­
th e r action. They adm itted  th a t since a ll govern­
m ent bu ild ings were closed a t th a t ho u r on S a tu r­

d a y  afte rnoon , and the neighborhood was de­
serted, th a t  the  de legation was faced w ith  the  
a lte rna tive  o f f ru it le s s ly  p icke tin g  em pty bu ild ­
ings before no audience, o r go ing  back to  N ew  
Y ork .

The ra n k  and file  o f the  m eeting, ho-wever, 
was in  a m ore m il ita n t  mood, and a proposal 
came fro m  the f lo o r  th a t  the  group p icke t the  
W h ite  House. Since th is  action  was be tte r th a n  
no action a t a l l i t  was en thus ias tica lly  accepted.

The idea o f ho ld ing  a parade th rou gh  the c ity  
w o rk in g  class d is tr ic ts  was abandoned when the  
police said i t  was c o n tra ry  to  law . There were 
nine a rres ts— fo r  v io la tio n  o f ja y w a lk in g  laws.

A t  la s t the  dem onstra tion in  f r o n t  o f the  
W h ite  House was carried  ou t fo r  an  ho u r under 
the  banner o f the Veterans o f the Abraham  L in ­
coln B rigade. D u r in g  the hour, the re  were, a ll 
to ld , about 200 passers-by.

Those who k e p t th e ir  eyes and ears open and 
who are used to  the m il ita n t  s trugg les o f trade  
unions when th e y  f ig h t  fo r  an ob jective, learned 
th a t the pa c ifis t p rog ram  o f the  A .P .M . w i l l  never 
succeed in  de feating  H . R. 1776 o r do ing an y ­
th in g  else except im press the  a u tho ritie s  W ith  
the t im id ity  and s tu p id ity  o f the  leadership o f  
the  A.P.M .

It Can Happen Here
A n Associated Press dispatch o f Feb. 1 from  

H ono lu lu  in fo rm s  us tha t, in  the face of a th rea t 
delivered last Thursday by tlie  local d ra ft board 
to ca ll up fo r a rm y service any w orker who 
went ou t on s trike , 315 members of t lie  Am alga­
mated Association of S treet E le c tr ic  R a ilw ay E m ­
ployes o f Am erica (A F L ) tied up the tra n s it sys­
tem o f the leading c ity  in  the island colony of 
the U n ited States.

The s tr ik e  was called a fte r the d irectors of 
the H ono lu lu  Rapid T ra n s it Company had refused 
to a rb itra te  the question o f a un ion shop clause 
in  the contract under negotiation.

P re text fo r  the s trike -b reak ing  th rea t of the 
d ra ft board was the charge th a t the tra n s it s tr ike  
would hold up w o rk  a t the Pearl H a rbo r Naval 
Base.

Today the d ra ft board makes such a th rea t 
in  a colony. Tom orrow  i t  w i l l  be tr ie d  here.
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FIGHT WITH THE 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:
F o r:
1. Military training of workers, financed by the gov­

ernment, under control of the trade unions.
2. The establishment of special officers’ training 

camps, financed by the government and controlled 
by the trade unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

3. Confiscation of all war profits—all company books 
to be open for trade union inspection.

4. Expropriation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. Trade union wages for all workers drafted into the 
army.

6. Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces— 
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end to secret diplomacy.
8. A  peoples’ referendum on any and all wars.

AT HOME:
F o r :
1. A job and decent living for every worker.
2. Thirty-thirty— S30 weekly minimum wage— 30 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
3. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.
4. Full social, political and economic equality for the 

Negro people.
5. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and 

fascist attacks.
6. A  twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and 

housing program to provide jobs for the unem­
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade 

Unions.
9. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.

Green’s Offer to Ford
W illiam  Green’s announcement on Monday 

that a “ m ajority”  of the production workers in the 
River Rouge and Lincoln plants of the Ford Motor 
Company “ have taken the necessary preliminary 
steps to become organized into American Federa­
tion of Labor unions”  is news not only to Ame­
rican labor generally but, above all, to the Ford 
workers themselves.

There is but one bona fide union of automobile 
workers in this country, the United Automobile 
Workers of the CIO. W ithin this great industrial 
union are the organized workers of General 
Motors, Chrysler and the host of auto-parts plants. 
There can be no genuine union in the Ford plants 
which is not an integral part of the UAW-CIO. 
The UAW-CIO has fought the battle for the auto 
workers and smashed through to victory in every 
open-shop stronghold in the vast auto industry 
w ith the single exception of one, the Ford Motor 
Company.

The UAW-CIO is now engaged in the greatest 
struggle of all. It has flung the gauntlet into the 
face of Henry Ford, and the Ford workers are 
joining the CIO by the thousands. The iron bars o f 
the Ford prison have begun to bulge apart under 
the impact of the CIO.

Green's statement has but one intent: to pre­
vent at all costs the organization of the Ford work­
ers into the CIO. And that means, to prevent aV<>- 
gether the genuine organization of the Ford work­
ers, for ho real union can exist in Ford’s without 
the backing of the rest of the organized auto 
workers.

Green’s claim to a m ajority in the principle 
Ford plants is a bald-faced lie on the face of it. 
I t  is inconceivable that an organizing campaign 
which could win a m ajority in plants of the im­
mense size of Ford’s could have been undertaken 
and carried through in such a fashion that news 
of i t  would not have leaked forth. I t  is a task of 
such scope as to require an army of organizers and 
union personnel. Who are these organizers, where 
have they been hiding? No one knows, because 
they do not exist.

Compare Green’s invisible campaign with the 
far-flung offices, organizers and activities of the 
UAW-CIO Ford drive!

The game which W illiam  Green is attempting 
to play now is the same d irty  game at which I lomer 
M artin tried his hand and so miserably failed. 
Like M artin, Green is preparing to sell himself 
and the fa ir name of that great body of union men 
at whose head he stands, into the services of the 
vilest exploiter of labor in the country. He has 
pfofferred a deal to Henry Ford, whereby in return 
for a sharrt contract with a “ union”  in which the 
Ford workers w ill have had no part, Green w ill 
provide Ford w ith a “ legal”  excuse for continuing 
to  refuse to deal w ith the union of the Ford work­

ers’ choice, the CIO United Auto Workers Union.
Green and the A FL leaders have not in the 

past evinced the slightest desire to organize the 
Ford or any other industrial workers. The entire 
history of the A FL top leaders, and particularly 
during the last eight years, has revealed them as 
implacable enemies of industrial unionism, the 
only type of unionism which can organize Ford.

I f  anything reveals the scummy intent of 
Green’s statement, it is the following words of his 
public, announcement:

“ None o f these (F o rd ) employes was ever 
d iscrim ina ted  aga inst by the m anagem ent o f the 
F ord  M o to r Company because o f m em bership in  
the Am erican Federa tion  o f Labor unions.”

“ The r ig h t  o f the production w orkers  to v o l­
u n ta r ily  become members o f a union o f th e ir  own 
choosing, as provided fo r  in  the N a tion a l Labor 
Relations A c t, was fre e ly  exercised, w ith o u t in ­
terference by  the m anagem ent o f the Ford  M o to r 
Company.”

These statements are a brazen attempt to white­
wash the vilest anti-union boss in the land. I f  the 
AFL members who, Green claims, have always 
worked in Ford’s plants, have never fe lt the weight 
of Ford's terrorism, i f  they have never been in­
terfered with in their union rights, how does it 
happen that the AFL did not succeed long ago in ' 
winning a contract for the Ford workers? Why is 
it that only since the CIO has been making or­
ganizational gains in the Ford plants has Green 
recognized the need for unionism in Ford’s?

If  the facts o f Ford’s tyranny, his low wages 
and man-killing speed-up, his huge army of thugs 
and spies which have kept his realm a kingdom of 
fear, were not known to every American worker, 
a whole series of NLRB decisions exist to testify 
to the countless violations of labor laws and work­
ers’ rights which have transpired in the plants of 
Henry Ford. W ithin the past week, the War De­
partment, which has demonstrated no sympathy 
for the rights of labor, was nevertheless constrained 
to deny Ford a war contract because he arrogantly 
refused to accept a clause in the contract agreeing 
to live up to the requirements of existing labor 
laws.

We have no doubt that Henry Ford, i f  faced 
with the final choice of signing a real union con­
tract with the Ford workers voluntarily organized 
into the CIO, or penning his name to a counterfeit 
“ contract”  with the name AFL attached but which 
the Ford workers never saw or ratified, Ford w ill 
unhesitatingly choose the latter.

But it w ill be the contract not of a real union, 
but of a “ union”  organized within the offices of 
Harry Bennett. It w ill be a “ union” which the 
Ford workers w ill join when confronted by Harry 
Bennett with a dismissal notice in one hand and 
an AFL application blank in the other. It w ill be 
the polar opposite of real unionism, a company 
owned and operated union.

There is not a single honest unionist in Ame­
rica, AFL or CIO, who does not hate and despise 
Henry Ford.

Members of the A FL ! The honor of the AFL 
as a genuine body of union labor is at stake. W il­
liam Green and the rest of the AFL Executive 
Council must not be permitted to sell the name of 
the AFL to Henry Ford. I f  the membership of the 
A FL permitted that to happen, the labor move­
ment would be plunged into nation-wide internal 
warfare. On the other hand, i f  the CIO is helped 
to succeed in organizing Ford, the entire labor 
movement w ill be given the most tremendous im­
petus, just as the UAW-CIO victories of 1937 in 
General Motors and Chrysler directly fostered the 
growth of all unions, A FL and CIO alike.

W illiam  Green must be stopped. The AFL 
workers owe it  to themselves to stop him.

Spell Is Free
The acquittal of Joseph Spell, Negro worker, 

at the hands of an all-white Connecticut jury, of 
the charges of rape and assault brought against 
him by his white employer, a wealthy and promin­
ent club woman, caused general surprise and ela­
tion. ,

The very fact of the wide-spread publicity 
given to this verdict and the unexpected satisfac­
tion it has brought to all unbiased people is tes­
timony in itself of the true conditions under which 
the Negroes live and the customary character of 
the “ justice”  they receive at the hands of the white 
boss courts.

In itself, the case was an open and shut one. 
The factual evidence was wholly in favor of the 
accused man. Had Spell been a white man, the 
woman, under the circumstances of the relation­
ship which she had herself solicited, would never 
have thought, in all probability, of charging him 
with rape. Or if  she had, the public prosecutor 
would have himself tossed it out of court.

This case w ill no doubt be used by the liberal 
reformists, both Negro and white, as an argument 
that at least in the North, the Negro can expect 
an even-handed justice from the courts.

But the truth must be recognized that the out­
come of this case was an exception, and that the 
Negro people in the North, as well as in the South, 
have little  chance of securing justice in the courts . 
or in any other of the capitalist state institutions. 
They w ill continue to be segregated, insulted, os­
tracized and degraded, socially and economically, 
so long as the present oppressive social system 
endures.

For every case where an individual Negro re­
ceives some isolated semblance of justice, there are 
a thousand others which prove that the Negro 
people as a whole can never expect to receive de­
cent and fa ir treatment under the rule of the boss 
class.

The sole guarantee that the Negroes w ill 
achieve that social, economic and political equal­
ity  and justice to which they as human beings and 
workers are fentitled, in the exact same measure as 
the white workers, is to jo ijl; hand in hand with 
thevwhite workers and the oppressed Of every race 
and nationality for the abblishment of the capital­
ist system and the building of a socialist society.

West Coast Sailors Blast 
Dirksen Shipowners Bill
Sailors Union of the Pacific Launches Struggle to Defeat 
“ National Defense” Bill Designed to Destroy the Union Hall

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 3—The Headquarters Branch o f . 
the Sailors Union of the Pacific last night adopted a strong reso- • 
lution denouncing the Dirksen B ill as a union-smashing plan of j 
the ship-owners and launching a struggle of the union to defeat 
the bill.

The resolution is going before all other SUP branches and 
w ill undoubtedly be adopted.

The text of this important resolution follows:
W H E R E A S : under the p re ­

tense o f serv ing  the m ost p a t- | 
r io tic  in te rests o f the U n ited  
States, Representative D irksen, 
o f I llin o is , in troduced B il l  H R  
2662. w h ich is now before the 
Com m ittee on M erchant M arine 
and Fisheries, and

W H E R E A S : th is  b i ll is by fa r  
the m ost v icious ye t fo rm u la ted  
and embraces every s tra te g y  fo r  
the destruction o f the seamen’s 
unions against w’hich the Sailors 
U n ion o f the Pacific has been 
f ig h tin g  r ig h t  along, and

W H E R E A S : th is  b i l l provides 
fo r  the  establishm ent o f f in k  ha lls 
w h ich are term ed “ em ploym ent 
centers,”  and declares th a t the 
“ em ploym ent center a t each p o rt 
sha ll be operated by, and be un­
der the exclusive con tro l of, the 
sh ipp ing  com m issioner a t such 
port, sub ject to  the general su­
perv is ion and d irection  o f the 
Secre tary o f Commerce.”  N o t 
on ly  w ould th is  e lim ina te  the 
union h ir in g  ha ll, b u t the  b il l 
fu r th e r  provides th a t “ W hoever 
engages, o r fu rn ishes fa c ilit ie s  
fo r  the engaging o f seamen, 
otherw ise tha n  in  the m anner 
provided . . .  sha ll upon convic­
tio n  the reo f be fined no t more 
than $1,000, or be im prisoned fo r  
no t m ore than one year, o r both.”  
In  p la in  language: the union w il l  
be prosecuted i f  i t  a ttem pts to 
m a in ta in  its  own h ir in g  ha ll, and

W H E R E A S : in  order to sugar- 
coat th is  union-sm ashing process, 
and thereby confuse the seamen, 
the b ill provides fo r  un ion rep­
resentatives to “ advise”  the sh ip­
p ing  com m issioner “ o f the r ig h ts  
and claim s, con tractua l o r o ther­
wise, o f the  various labo r organ­
iza tions in  connection w ith  the 
engaging o f seamen fo r  any ves­
sel a t the em ploym ent center, 
and to  present to  the m aster o f 
such vessel, o r his designated 
representative, seamen who are 
e lig ib le  to be engaged on such 
vessel.”  B u t the person who 
would determ ine such r ig h ts  and 
have complete say so about them  
would be the sh ipp ing com m is­
sioner. A nd th is  means th a t the 
Un ion representatives would on ly  
be stooges, because the b il l goes 
fu r th e r  to  say th a t the m aste r o r 
bis representative" . . . .  sha ll have 
a u th o r ity  to  re jec t any seamen so 
presented, and upon fa ilu re  o f the 
advisory board to  present h im  
su ffic ie n t seamen to enable h im  
to  engage the  num ber o f sea­
men requ ired who are sa tis fac­
to ry  to h im , he sha ll have au tho r­
i t y  . . .  to engage fro m  any other 
seamen who there  present them ­
selves to  h im  such num ber as 
m ay be necessary to complete the 
num ber required.”  T h is  is h ir in g  
o f f  the dock w ith  a vengeance!

To make sure there w i l l  be no 
slip-up, any v io la tion  o f th is  fink  
fo rm  o f h ir in g  would be pun­
ished by fine and im prisonm ent, 
and

W H E R E A S : the b ill provides 
th a t the general duties o f the 
sh ipp ing  com m issioner would in ­
clude the keeping o f a reg is te r 
o f the “ names and characters”  
o f the seamen. H ere ’s the good 
old b la ck lis t! N o t even the U n ited  
States N a vy  m a in ta ins a more 
s tr ic t  con tro l over its  personnel. 
The sh ipp ing  com m issioner w i l l  
also have the r ig h t  “ to provide 
means fo r  securing the presence 
on board a t the p rope r tim es o f 
men who are so engaged,”  and 
" to  fa c il ita te  the m aking  o f ap­
prenticeships to  the sea service.”  
T h is  is complete reg im en ta tion  
and takes a ll con tro l whatsoever 
ou t o f the U n ion ’s hands, and

W H E R E A S : the b il l provides 
fo r  the continuous discharge 
book, w h ich  the SUP fo u g h t suc­
cessfu lly, bu t th is  tim e  i t  is  even 
m ore vicious than the Copeland 
fin k  book. The book as defined in  
th is  b i l l  can be issued by the 
shipowners, o r by ind iv idua ls, 
which means one th in g : c rim p 
jo in ts . In  th is  book the  complete 
record o f the seaman w i l l  be kep t 
in  a m anner th a t even Copeland 
did n o t dare to  propose in  his 
f in k  book plan. N e a rly  five and a 
h a lf  pages o f the b ill are de­
voted to  inc lud ing  every possible 
item , thus m aking  a cha tte l slave 
o f the seaman w ith  such a record 
a t the disposal o f the shipowner. 
The b il l fu r th e r  provides th a t i f  
the seaman makes a fa lse s ta te ­
m ent when g e ttin g  the book, he 
can be fined o r im prisoned or 
both, and

W H E R E A S : the  b il l provides 
th a t the “ d is tr ib u tio n  by any 
seaman among o ther seamen o f 
any book, pam phlet, le a fle t, or 
o ther pub lica tion  o r item  o f w r i t ­
ten, p rin ted , o r g raph ic  m a tte r 
w h ich  in  the opin ion o f the  m ast­
er is encouraging, o r is ca lcu la t­
ed to  encourage, m utinous o r re ­
bellious conduct, or d is lo ya lty  to 
the U n ited  States o r the p r in c ­
ip les o f the . C onstitu tion  . . . ”  
sha ll be considered a v io la tio n  o f 
w ha t is defined as “ la w fu l com­
m and”  . . .  T h is  obviously means 
th a t i f  he w ants  to, the captain 
can declare a seaman g u ilty  o f 
encouraging m u tin y  by  passing 
ou t an issue o f the W E S T 
COAST SAILORS, because the 
capta in  has a ll the a u th o r ity  to  
do so. In  order to  cover up th is  
con tro l, the con s titu tion a l lo y a lty  
to the  U n ited  States is dragged 
in, b u t we know  how skippers 
can. when they w a n t to. and es­
pec ia lly  when the shipowners 
w an t them  to, characterize un ion

action as v io la tio n  o f the Consti­
tu tio n , and

W H E R E A S : the b il l fu r th e r  
provides tha t, “ A t  least 75 per 
centum  o f the crew  o f each ves­
sel”  as defined in the b ill “ sha ll 
be c itizens o f the  U n ited  States, 
na tive -born  o r com plete ly n a tu r­
alized,”  and demands the m ost 
s tr in g e n t regu la tions fo r  the re ­
m a in ing  25 percent aliens. T h is  
would mean th ro w in g  more o f 
our members on the beach fo r  
no e ther reason than  th is  sh ip­
owner stooges’ excuse o f doing 
so in the name o f “ good c itize n ­
ship.”  The lo y a lty  o f the over­
w helm ing m a jo r ity  o f ou r men 
cannot be questioned, and in 
m ost cases i t  is  no t th e ir  fa u lt  
th a t the y  have no t become c i t i ­
zens, and

W H E R E A S : the b i l l  provides 
fo r  the establishm ent o f a m a ri­
tim e  labo r m edia tion board to  be 
appointed by the President, mem­
bers o f which would d raw  sa la r­
ies o f $10,000 a year, and which 
would be in  a position  to  make 
s tr ik e  action im possible by pub­
lic iz in g  the action o f the union 
in  a p re ju d ic ia l m anner, depend­
in g  upon its  own in te rp re ta tion s  
to the public. The red tape and 
com plicated procedure w h ich th is  
b i l l would requ ire  before the sea­
men could take  any action to  ad­
ju s t  th e ir  grievances e ffec tive ly , 
no m a tte r how serious they m ig h t 
be, would make any such ad ju s t­
m ent impossible, since a ll issues 
could be sta lled u n t il the seamen 
could do no th in g  about it .  In  
p la in  language, th is  m ediation 
labo r board would ac tu a lly  be 
able to  preven t s tr ik e  action i f  
the seamen could ge t no sa tis­
fac tio n  fro m  the ship owners, and

W H E R E A S : we consider th is  
en tire  b i ll an undercover a ttack 
against the  seamen, prepared in 
a period o f w a r psychology which 
M r. D irksen is a d ro it ly  us ing as 
a cloak fo r  sm ugg ling  in  the 
shipowners’ dog co lla r and p u t­
t in g  i t  around the necks o f the 
seamen, the re fo re  be i t

R E S O L V E D :, T h a t we go on 
record to  condemn th is  proposed 
measure as a measure o f p ro ­
secution, persecution and abuse 
o f the seamen, and as a v io la tion  
o f th e ir  con s titu tion a l r ig h ts , as 
w e ll as the r ig h ts  long since 
guaranteed them  b y  the la w  o f 
the land, and be i t  fu r th e r

R E S O LV E D : T h a t we re a ffirm  
ou r position  to' have ou r Sec­
re ta ry  f ig h t the passage o f th is  
b ill u n re len tin g ly  and use a ll the 
resources a t ou r command to 
p reven t i t  fro m  becoming a law , 
and be i t  fu r th e r

R E S O LV E D : T h a t we send 
copies o f th is  reso lu tion  to  a ll 
the Congressmen who have any 
voice in  the  discussion and de­
lib e ra tio n  o f th is  act, and to  a ll 
o ther in terested pa rties, and be 
i t  fu r th e r

R E S O LV E D : T h a t we ca ll upon 
the whole organized labo r move­
m ent to  jo in  us in  th is  f ig h t to  
prevent th is  b i l l  fro m  becoming 
a law.

The Coming Election In 
Bohn Aluminum Local

D E T R O IT , M ich igan— Progres­
sive un ion is ts  are w a tch ing  w ith  
g re a t in te res t the  com ing union 
elections a t Bohn A lu m inu m  &  
Brass Corp., Local 208, U A W - 
CIO.

T h is corpora tion , w orld 's  la rg ­
est a lum inum  and brass castings 
producer, as w e ll as one o f the 
la rge s t bearing m anufacturers, 
plays an inc reas ing ly  im p o rta n t 
ro le in the “ N a tio n a l Defense”  
program  as m ach inery is being 
geared to  m anufacture a irp lane 
and tank  bearings and to p ro ­
duce am m unition  and gun parts . 
W ith  fu ll expansion under way 
sho rtly , the present force o f 
5,000 m ay be doubled.

IT ’S JU S T  W ORDS IN  
T H E  D A IL Y  W O R K E R

The Bohn local leadership has 
been seriously influenced by the 
C om m unist P a rty  fo r  the past 
three years. These hypocrites 
pretend opposition to the “ N a­
tion a l Defense”  program  and the 
w a r d rive  o f the Roosevelt gov­
ernm ent— in the D a ily  W orker. 
I t  is an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t s to ry  
in practice. Conditions in the 
Bohn p lan t are ro tten , and under 
the C. P. influenced leadership 
headed by Fred W illiam s , are 
d a ily  g ro w in g  worse.

Instead o f a m ilita n t, f ig h tin g  
po licy to  p ro te c t the  gains o f the 
membership, the leadei'ship has 
pe rm itted  tra n s fe r o f men from  
low er to  h igh e r pay jobs w ith o u t

adequate pay boosts, and has 
pe rm itted  speedup, “ re -t im in g ”  
o f jobs— w hich means a rb itra ry  
demands fo r  g rea te r ou tpu t on 
the same jo b— and “ ch ise ling ”  on 
wage ra tes o f new men who are 
h ired fa r  below the 5c-less than 
p re va ilin g  ra te  set in  the con­
tra c t. N o r are new men given 
th e ir  f u l l  ra te  in  30 days as the 
con trac t demands.

Hand in  hand w ith  do ing no th ­
in g  about these conditions has 
gone a po licy  o f dishonesty. S u f­
fice i t  to  say th a t the loca l’s 
books were n o t audited by the 
In te rn a tio n a l U n ion fo r  fo u r 
years despite a clause in the In ­
te rna tion a l C onstitu tion  re q u ir­
ing an annual aud it. W hen, a fte r  
a m ino r revo lt, an au d it was 
f in a lly  made, the books were fo u r 
to five hundred do lla rs  short.

A s p a rt o f the com pany cam ­
pa ign to  in tim id a te  the men and 
underm ine the  un ion, le tte rs  have 
been sent to a ll w o rkers  to  be­
ware o f spies and saboteurs in 
the p la n t and to re p o rt any sus­
picious persons or- actions. Men 
leav ing  the p la n t are a l l “ fr is k e d ”  
as p a rt o f th is  process o f in ­
tim ida tion .

The local leadership answers 
th is  an ti-un ion  cam paign by be­
ing  “ respectable.”  The fa c t  is 
th a t the leadership is scared and 
is do ing eve ry th in g  to  tone down 
the m ilita n c y  o f the men.

However, union meetings today 
find  young, recen tly -h ired  men

com pla in ing  o f th e ir  p ilin g -u p  
grievances. They demand a ju s ­
tifie d  settlem ent. Seasoned veter­
ans o f m any s tr ikes  begin to  look 
askance a t the halo o f m ilita n c y  
w ith  w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  have 
surrounded themselves. E v e n  
S ta lin is t rank and file rs  are los­
in g  fa ith  in  th e ir  leaders.

T A S K S  T H A T  A R E  
F A C IN G  T H E  U N IO N

The office rs to-be-elected m ust 
consider th a t the Bohn C orpora­
tio n  is p ilin g  up p ro fits  each year. 
T h e ir new p lan ts  and m achinery, 
w h ich w i l l  s t i l l  fu r th e r  in te n s ify  
production  and speed up men, 
are pa id  fo r  by the governm ent.

U n ion  m ilita n ts  are dem anding 
th a t a new leadership be elected 
w h ich  w i l l  counteract the vicious 
com pany cam paign. They desire 
a local executive board w h ich w il l  
stop the speedup and defend the 
union con tract. They w a n t lead­
ers th a t w i l l  see to i t  th a t new' 
and reclassified men ge t th e ir  
p rope r wage, and they w’a n t to 
educate and organize the m em ­
bership— th rough  lea fle ts , m eet­
ings, etc,— against the plans of 
the corpora tion to- e x tra c t more 
p ro fit  fro m  the hides o f the men. 
F o r steps m ust be taken to pre­
ven t the com pany 'f ro m  re in tro ­
ducing the  s ix  day we6k a t 
s tra ig h t tim e and b reak ing  the 
un ion w ith  “ na tion a l defense”  
propaganda.

f

The Spectre of the 
Revolution Haunts 
This Industrialist

By E D IT H  K A N E

M r. Charles W ilson, president o f the G eneral Elec­
t r ic  Company announces tha t “ Never before has the 
Am erican free enterprise system been confronted by 
such serious challenge”  and offers a ten-year plan fo r  
Us s tab iliza tion  and maintenance.

T h is  leading in d u s tr ia lis t warns the cap ita lis t class 
tha t i t  is “ la te r than we th in k .”  He sees no hope 
of im p rov ing  w orld  conditions through the w ar fo r  
he states th a t no m atte r w hat the outcome of the 
present European s itua tion  “ po litica l and economic 
slavery— if  not actual slavery— w ill  p re va il"  in  Europe. 
T ha t M r. W ilson does not regard Am erican prospects 
as hopeful e ithe r is evident from  his w a rn ing  the 
harassed in d u s tria lis ts  against the delusion “ tha t 
when the next peace papers are signed, the national 
emergency w il l  cease, and we shall re tu rn  to tha t 
nebulous state known as ‘norm al liv in g ’.”  I t  should 
be understood th a t by 'norm al liv in g ’ he means busi­
ness as usual, w ith  pro fits  pouring  in.

W hat is th is  r is in g  force th a t is cha lleng ing the 
pro fit system so seriously as to s tr ik e  M r. W ilson and 
his friends w ith  such fear? “ The w o rld ,”  says the 
president of the General E lec tric  Company,”  is pass­
in g  through the second stage of a revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment of the masses”  w h ich  he forecasts w i l l  last an­
other two o r three decades. And fu rth e r “ Hundreds 
o f m illio n s  o f people th roughout the w orld  have been 
persuaded tha t the cap ita lis t system is the cause of 
the economic insecu rity  of the common man and tha t, 
as the ro o t o f his economic il ls  th is  system  m ust be 
d ra s tica lly  modified, o r fa il in g  tha t, destroyed.”

A Serious Estimate o f the F u tu re
A t a tim e when the Lovestonites, Social Democrats 

and Mensheviks o f a ll k inds have announced the hope­
lessness of the Am erican revo lu tiona ry  movement, our 
class-enemy spokesman, sees c learly  the ever-growing 
revo lu tiona ry  po ten tia litie s  of the great Am erican 
masses. He did  not a rr iv e  a t th is  conclusion by add­
in g  the membership figures and electoral votes of a ll 
the parties and movements alongside o f the two m ajor 
p o lit ic a l parties. No! he can sense th a t the workers, 
tinder the social conditions of today are look ing  fo r 
a way out and the on ly one th a t rea lly  solves th e ir  
problems is the revo lu tiona ry  method, w h ich  is pre­
cisely w hat lie fears most and schemes to ave rt some­
how.

I t  is up to the public-sp irited, enlightened indus­
tr ia lis ts , lie lectures to his class brothers, to devise 
a plan w h ich w i l l  "appeal to the emotions and asp ir­
ations of the masses more than do the actions and 
appeals' to w h ich  they are now responding.”  M r. W il­
son asks his fellow-leaders o f Am erican in d u s try  a 
question which the serious ones w i l l  ponder on many 
a sleepless n ig h t: “ How  m ay an ever broadening b u l­
w a rk  of pub lic  fa ith  be b u ilt  to pro tect th is  free en­
terprise system, seeking to serve th is  purpose— in  the 
face o f th is  w orld  revo lu tiona ry  system, heretofore un­
matched, e ither in  extent o r in  em otional in te n s ity  or 
destructive po ten tia litie s?”

Since M r. W ilson understands th a t the masses who 
recognize the cap ita lis t system as the root of a ll ev il 
can on ly call fo r its  destruction, the plan h a s tily  em­
braces a lesser e v il— “ m od ifica tion .”  Here we see the 
program  of the re fo rm is ts  unfolded in  its  o rig in a l, 
na tive  soil. Lack ing  confidence in  th e ir  agents, the 
re form ists, to contro l large numbers by promises of 
im p rov in g  cap ita lism , spokesmen of the boss class are 
prepared to act themselves.

M r. W ilson ’s “ Great P lan”
Em ploym ent of a ll employables, says M r. W ilson, is 

the basis fo r the progress and con tinu ing  stages of 
the plan. But nowhere does ho te ll us how th is  is 
to be achieved. He then offers us in  s im ila r  fashion 
the encouragement and development of new inven­
tions, ru ra l e lectrifica tion , in d u s tr ia liza tio n  of a g ri­
cu ltu re , more goods and more services fo r  more people 
at less cost. The development of South Am erica plays 
an im p o rtan t p a rt in  the plan and we have M r. W il­
son s assurance tha t what, is meant is fr ie n d ly  co-oper­
a tion  fo r  the benefit o f both continents and not the 
“ com m ercial exp lo ita tion  of the character w hich, too 
often, has created hem ispheric d iscord.”  I t  is barely 
possible tha t th is  is a sincere desire on the pa rt o f 
the au thor o f the plan, but un fo rtuna te ly , he is able 
to give no more in tim a tio n  as to why th ings w il l  be 
d iffe re n t now, than a ll the va rie tie s  o f Mensheviks 
from  Norm an Thomas down have been able to give..

Medical and hosp ita liza tion  insurance on a na tiona l 
scale, be tte r housing, increased social secu rity  laws, 
res tra in ts  on business expansion loans, prom otion of 
pioneer products . . . and so we ro ll in to  the fina l 
stage of the plan Messrs. lu d u s tr ia fis ts  are o ffe rin g  
the workers. T h is  stage where in a ll (?) th a t has been 
achieved so fa r m ust be preserved and em ploym ent 
m ainta ined a t a fu l l  level M r. W ilson ca lls the “ cha l­
lenge state of the free enterprise system.”

And at last, lie is ready to o ffe r a concrete sample 
o f how a ll th is  is to be done. Here M r. W ilson sub­
m its  “ prayer and the whole-hearted practice o f the 
Golden Rule.”

He Knoivs W lia t’s C om ing !
I t ’s a ll the re  in black and w h ite . Send aw ay to M r. 

Charles W ilson, P resident, General E le c tr ic  Com­
pany, Schenectady, N . Y ., and ge t a copy o f his p lan . 
Sec how i t  a ll ends up in . . .  p rayer. Thus does M r. 
W ilson e xe m p lify  the u tte r  bankrup tcy  o f h is class. 
Even the re fo rm is t and p idd lin g  concessions proposed 
to the masses by th is  “ pu b lic -sp ir ite d ”  in d u s tr ia lis t, 
who o f course sees no means o f p ro v id in g  them, o ther 
than th rough  the generosity  o f his class, have to be 
invoked by . . .  p rayer. So unrea l does h is proposal 
seem to h im  th a t  he has to  b r in g  in  m ag ic to  g e t 
it .  In  his he a rt he probably knows th a t r itu a lis t ic  
incan ta tions a rc  more lik e ly  to produce those re fo rm s 
than his b ro th e r-ca p ita lis ts  are lik e ly  to  p a r t w ith  
some o f th e ir  spo ils!

Yes, every w o rke r who finds h im se lf fa lte r in g  in  the  
class s trugg le  should ge t a copy o f M r. W ilson ’s plan. 
I t ’s the best tes tim ony we’ve had in  a long  w h ile  to  
the ba nkrup tcy  o f the ru lin g  class- "and th e ir  fe a r- 
knowledge th a t the c u rta in  is  about to  go down on 
them.


