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FOR M IL IT A R Y  TRAINING  

UNDER TRADE UNION CONTROL

FIVE (5) CENTS

By M IC H A E L  CORT
War labor boards? Well, We’ve had them before. W illiam  

Green and Phillip Murray aren’t the first to "demand”  such 
boards. Samuel Gompers, first President of the American 
Federation of Labor, not only demanded but received, such 
boards during the first world war. Those boards were used to 
lead the workers around by the nose for an entire decade. 
Let’s look at those boards and see just how they contributed 
to making the "world safe for democracy”  twenty-two years 
ago, before Green, M urray and Hillman succeed in fastening 
the ring in labor's nose this time.

The National War Labor Board, with jurisdiction over 
all disputes arising in fields of production necessary for the 
conduct of the war, was established by President Wilson in 
March, 1918. But that was only the second act in a three act 
tragedy that opened in the Spring o f 1917 with Gompers’ 
capitulation to the War Department, and ended with the 
anti-strike legislation of 1920.

So, our story really opens in the Spring of 1917. A t that 
time the War Department, through its war production con­
tracts, was the dominant factor in the industrial and labor 
scene. Its functions and activities in the field of labor in­
cluded adjustments of disputes, fixing of wages and hours, 
and direct action on housing and the cost of living. There was 
no aspect of the labor problem which it  did not enter; the 
War Department was in the process of becoming the largest 
single entrepreneur in America. Just as today.

In the Spring o f 1917 the War Department let contracts 
for the construction of 16 army cantonments throughout the 
country, and set completion deadlines that were all but im­
possible to meet. Under cover of "national defense,”  the con­
tractors came into head on collision w ith the unions by 
stretching hours to 10 and 12 per day, cutting wages on un­
skilled labor to 30 cents and skilled labor to 45 and 50 cents, 
and filling the jobs with scabs and finks when ever union men 
protested. Enter M r. Gompers.

Gompers Gels What He Wants
Samuel Gompers walked onto the scene with his mouth 

fu ll of phrases about saving Democracy by blood and the 
sword, and pledged labor to this crusade. “ What labor de­
sires,”  he said, “ is that it have a voice on any board set Up by 
the government to deal w ith labor and war production.”  W il­
son recognized Gompers’ proposal as an easy way of dealing 
with labor. I f  Gompers wanted a few pats on the head .. .fine.
I f  his ego required easy access to the office of the President 
of the United States. . .  better yet. I f  his soul yearned for 
labor boards. . .  excellent. Labor, bound and delivered, was 
cheap at twice that price.

In June, 1917, Gompers appointed John R. Alpine, vice- 
president of the AFL, as labor’s representative on a three-man 
labor board set up by the War Department. The other two men 
on tire board were appointed by The Secretary o f War. This 
board was to have jurisdiction over the 500,000 workers em­
ployed under War Department contracts. Its decisions were 
binding and there was no appeal.

Thus Gompers calmly gambled labor’s destiny in a game 
where the cards were stacked against him two to one. As it 
turned out, the cards might just as well have all been in the 
bosses’ hands, for the m ajority of the board decisions were by 
unanimous vote. Alpine’s servility w-as such that, according 
to War Department records, seldom did both of the boss rep­
resentatives attend the sessions. They were so certain of A l- 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

O N THE W A R  FRONTS
' ~ r  by GEORGE STERN ........... ...  . .......—

F rom  a ll indica tions the m il i ­
ta ry  tim e-tab le  o f the w a r is no t 
go ing  to  w a it upon the seasons 
th is  year. The B r it is h  appear to 
expect the  postponed N azi in va ­
sion sometime in F ebruary. 
M eanw hile  c ith e r fo r  purposes o f 
a grandiose fe in t  o r because he 
is ac tu a lly  con tem pla ting  a to ta l­
ly  d iffe re n t s tra tegy , H it le r  is 
m oving  considerable forces south­
eastward, th rough  H u n g a ry  in to  
Rum ania.

In  an tic ipa tion  o f c ith e r o f 
these moves o r o f both, Roose­
v e lt ’s speech la s t S u n d a y  
served notice on the A x is  th a t 
U . S. ‘ non-belligerency”  was 
m oving  ra p id ly  in to  a m ore ac­
tiv e  phase. In  shrewd, decep­
tiv e  language, R o o s e v e l t  
launched an a ttack  on the 
N azis th a t was w o rth  a dozen 
bom bing ra ids to  the B rit is h . 

M eanwhile, however, Europe is 
be ing covered over w ith  th a t  fog  
o f ru m o r and speculation which 
we have come to  associate w ith  
the  N a z i method o f p repa ring  
m il ita ry  moves.

F ir s t  o f a ll, i t  is  a notable 
fac t th a t a ll the reports  o f the 
G e r m a n  troop movements 
southeastward have come from  
G erm an-contro lled p o i n t  s—  
m a in ly  Budapest. In  place o f 
the norm al secrecy th a t would 
accompany such movements, 
these have been surrounded 
w ith  ostentatious pub lic  notice. 
The H ungarian  ra ilw a y  au tho r­
it ie s  announced rev is ion  o f 
tra in  schedules to  accomodate 
the  Germ an troops and m a­
te r ia l. In  Rumania, likew ise en­
t ire ly  under German con tro l, 
a r r iv a l o f these forces has been 
acknowledged.
Only a fte r  th e ir  a r r iv a l in 

Rum ania has the  cloak o f rea l 
m il i ta r y  secrecy descended upon 
them . A l l  k inds o f insp ired re ­
po rts  speak o f German troop  dis­
positions a long the Bessarabian 
F ro n tie r, S ta lin ’s g inge rly -he ld  
southwestern outpost. O thers re ­

fe r  to  prepa ra tions fo r  German 
action aga ins t Greece Via B u l­
ga ria . S t i l l  o thers regard  the 
forces m a in ly  as forces fo r  oc­
cupation o f Rum ania. T h e ir ac­
tua l numbers have ranged in 
these reports  fro m  60,000 to 
600,000.

Even i f  the la tte r  figu re  is 
co rrect and even i f  a ll three 
o f the reported purposes o f 
th e ir  movement were more or 
less accurate ly reported, i t  s t i l l  
would n o t mean th a t H it le r  is 
no t concen tra ting  h is main 
forces along the Channel fo r  
an invasion o f B r ita in .

C e rta in ly  there is every reason 
to expect th a t H it le r  plans th is  
S p ring— and e a rly  th is  S pring—  
to a tte m p t reduction o f the B r i t ­
ish Isles. H it le r  knows th a t 
Roosevelt’s th rea ts  arc by no 
means em pty b u t th a t  they w il l  
take tim e, precious tim e, to  ca rry  
out. Before U . S. aid to  B r ita in  
can assume su ffic ie n t p roportions 
to t ip  the scales o f ae ria l p re­
dominance, H it le r  w i l l  ce rta in ly  
stake his present s u p e rio rity  on 
a s ingle, g ig a n tic  drive.

Am erican aid to  B r ita in  can­
no t assume decisive p ropo r­
tions th is  sp rin g  and summer. 
And precisely th is  sp ring  and 
sum m er w il l  w itness collis ions 
o f decisive im portance. B our­
geois m il ita ry  experts  appear 
in  general to  have sh ifted  th e ir  
views on the  chances o f a suc­
cessful Nazi invasion o f E ng­
land. They now believe B r ita in  
can w ithstand i t .  The K re m ­
lin ’s m ilita ry  specia lists appear 
to  share th is  be lie f. Before, 
long before another New Year 
ro lls  around, events should 
have provided the answer.

W hatever the outcome, the 
ba ttle  w i l l  on ly  have b e e n  
another in  a long and w iden ing 
series y e t to  come. I t  w i l l  decide 
no th ing  fina l, th a t decision rests 
ahead, and rests w ith  the v ic t im ­
ized peoples o f the earth .

AUTO UNION ISSUES CALL FOR 
GENERAL MOTORS CONFERENCE

Top Leaders Of Auto Union 
Hemmed In  From Two Sides
While UAW Board Honeymoons With "Defense" Commission, 
Bosses Make Hay, And Workers Press Board For Action

By JO H N  A D A M S O N  (•,-— — ---------------------------------------------
D E T R O IT — Much to  the  embarassment o f its  leadership, the 

United A utom obile  W orkers o f Am erica  is  beg inn ing to  p lay the 
m ost im p o rta n t role, o f any o f the CIO  unions in  the un fo ld ing  ‘ ‘na­
tio n a l defense”  program . L ike  the to p  offic ia ldom  o f the CIO, the 
U A W  E xecu tive Board is g ro w in g  uncom fortab le  under the c o n flic t­
ing  pressures o f the  M organ-D uP ont “ Defense Commission”  whose 
w ar p rogram  it  supports and o f the autom obile  workers, whose 
union the w ar program  undermines.

A g a in s t its  own wishes the U A W  leadership stands today a t the 
head o f the tw o b iggest labo r o rgan iza tion  d rives : F ord  and the 
a irc ra ft in dus try .

The Ford drive, tossed and bandied about fo r  over tw o  years,

Follows Demand 
O f Flint Locals
Conference W ill Convene In February;
May Initiate A New, Militant Policy

F L IN T , M ich., Dec. 28— Repeated pressure from  the  ranks o f 
the F lin t  au to w orkers, who refused to  accept the  decision of the  
GM Council and W a lte r R euther denying a request fo r  a General 
M otors conference o f the U A W , has forced the In te rn a tio n a l Execu­
t ive  Board to reconsider its  position and to  g ra n t the membership 
its-demand. A  GM conference w il l  be held the f ir s t  week in  F ebruary .

Members of the leading bodies of all F lin t locals of the U A W  
attended the International Executive Board meeting last week in  
Cleveland, and insisted there that they grant the conference as a

Grace Carlson In 
Chicago, Flint, 
Detroit This Week

Grace Carlson 's na tiona l 
to u r includes the fo llow ing  
lectures d u rin g  th is  coming 
■week:

C H IC A G O : “ Roosevelt vs. 
H it le r— The S trug g le  fo r  Em ­
pire  in L a tin  A m erica .”  H am ­
ilto n  H ote l, 18 South D ear­
born St. F riday , January 3, 8 
p.m.

F L IN T , M ich .: “ The R igh t 
To L ife ,”  Carpenters Ha ll, 
Pengelley B u ild ing , Tuesday, 
January  7, 8 p.m.

D E T R O I T :  “ W ar By
S p rin g ? ”  A rcad ia  B u ild ing . 
3513 W oodward Avenue (H a ll 
5), Thursday, January 9, 8 
p.m.

(See complete schedule o f 
Comrade Carlson’s tou r, on 
page 2 o f th is  issue.)

Labor Defends 
Ousted Minn. 
Educator
Red-Baiters Attack 
His '35 Appointment 
Of Grace Carlson

ST. P A U L , Dec. 27— Grace 
Carlson, candidate fo r  U . S. Sen­
a to r from  M innesota on the 
T ro tsky it.e  A n ti-W a r P a rty  ticke t 
d u rin g  the la s t elections, became 
t ile  storm  center o f the ouster 
proceedings in itia te d  by the re ­
actiona ry  state adm in is tra tion  
aga inst John G. Rockwell, sus­
pended s ta te  com m issioner o f 
education.

D u ring  a hearing  on Rock­
w e ll’s suspension held by the 
S tate Board o f Education yester­
day before a crowd o f 350 people 
in the State O ffice bu ild ing  aud i­
to rium , M. Tedd Evans, assistant 
a tto rney-g  e n e r  a 1 representing 
the state board, qu ick ly  turned 
the in q u iry  in to  an investiga tion  
o f Rockwell’s appo in tm en t o f Dr. 
Carlson in 1935 to a post in the 
sta te  educational departm ent.

Comrade Carlson recently  re ­
signed the post to  take up f u l l ­
tim e w ork  fo r  the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty .

Evans opened the a ttack w i l l ’ 
a question as to w hether Rock­
well know that Grace Carlson had 
attended a “ Socia lis t”  m eeting in 
New Y ork.

“ Yes,”  answered Rockwell, “ 1 
knew she was going to a Socialist 
m eeting.”

When Evans appeared to be 
p lann ing  to open another lin e  of 
questioning, Rockw ell wheeled on 
him  and demanded:

“ W hy don 't you go ahead w ith  
tha t? 1 would lik e  to sec some 
semblance of procedure.”

Evans returned to th is  line  of 
questioning, asking w hether Rock 
well had recommended D r. C a rl­
son's appointm ent.

R ockw e ll answered tha t he had. 
and described he r as " th e  most 
■uperior and capable em ploye in  
‘ be d e p a rtm en t.”

The ouster of Rockwell, insti- 
tuted by tiic  four-man board ma- 
io r itv  who are appointees of the 
"ccationary Governor Stasscn. is 
an e ffo rt to re ta lia te  against 
Rockwell fo r  his pro-labor sym ­
pathies. Rockwell served under 
‘ he previous Farm er-Labor party 
adm in is tra tion .

Dr. Carlson, leading figure 
around whom the state board and 
Stissen are a ttem pting  to ju s t ify  
the ouster action against Rock­
well, begins a na tiona l speaking 
tou r fo r  the Socia list W orkers 
P arty, s ta rtin g  in  M ilwaukee, Jan­
uary 2.

was f in a lly  th rus t on the U A W  
leaders by an in d ig na n t m ember­
ship.

The d rive  in  the a irc ra f t  in ­
dustry , o ff ic ia lly  launched alm ost 
a year ago, has been vegeta ting  
a ll th is  period. B u t the Vultee 
s tr ik e  changed a ll o f tha t- I t  
came like  a flash  on the scene 
and in  one day accomplished 
m ore than the union o ffic ia ls  had 
accomplished in  one year. From  
coast to  coast the aroused a ir ­
c ra f t  workers, insp ired by the 
example o f the V u ltee  men, arc 
dem anding union organ ization.

These organ ization campaigns 
face today move form idab le oppo­
s itio n  than even the General Mo­
tors workers o r the workers of 
“ L it t le  Steel”  encountered three 
years ago. We are liv in g  in  a 
war period. Besides the o rd ina ry  
hazards or un ion organization 
w h e n cha lleng ing in d u s tria l 
giants, these drives, i f  w ished to 
the very end, lead to a d irect head- 
on co llis ion between the union and 
the en tire  Roosevelt w ar machine. 
The Vultee s trike , in vo lv ing  one 
of the sm alle r and less im portan t 
av ia tion  companies, gave labor 
g rim  w a rn in g  of th is  ominous 
condition.

And i t  is not on ly a question of 
organ iz ing I he unorganized w o rk­
ers and ra is ing  the present stan­
dards. L ike  beasts of prey, the 
m anufacturers are in  fu ll cry 
against the present conditions: 
the 40-hour week, the r ig h t to 
s trike , cte. The m anufacturers ' 
campaign to house-break the la ­
bor movement is h it t in g  on a ll 
eight cylinders.

The UAW  Executive Board feels

DuPont., and o ther open-shop 
W agner A c t v io la to rs , inc lud ing 
a S I23,000.000 con trac t to  Ford.

W hen the second round opened, 
however, H illm a n  appeared n e t­
tled by the taun ts  o f the r in g ­
side labo r spectators, who kep t 
y e llin g : "S tan d  s t i l l  and fig h t, 
you bu m !”  H illm a n  the re fo re  a t ­
tem pted to c a rry  the f ig h t in the 
second round, opening w ith  a 
l ig h t  le f t  tap  to the face: a p ro ­
tes t to the  W ar Departm ent 
aga ins t a new- Ford con tract fo r 
?1.367,500.

In fu r ia te d  by the te m e rity  of 
its  opponent, the  W ar D epa rt­
m ent opened up w ith  a vo lley o f 
r ig h t  hooks th a t drove “ Canvas- 
back”  to  the  ropes. The f in a l 
m ig h ty  belt, wh ich had H illm a n  
la y in g  h a lf  ou t o f the r in g , was 
the fo llo w in g  announcement o f

the hot breath ou its  neck even 
closer to home. The General Mo­
tors workers, com pris ing over one 
th ird  of the en tire  im ion mem­
bership and, by every considera­
tion , the most, decisive and best 
organized section of the union, is 
l ite ra lly  seething w ith  d issatisfac­
tion , The F lin t  locals —  Buick, 
Chevrolet and F isher Body— are 
up in  arm s against the In te rn a ­
tiona l fo r its  cowardly G. M. pol­
icy and its  vicious sell-out o f the 
F lin t  F ishe r Body local. The Fleet- 
wood and Cadillac locals o f De­
tro it  are in s is ten tly  demanding 
action on th e ir  m onths’ old g riev ­
ances. The D e tro it Chevrolet 
Forge local is tak in g  a s tr ik e  vote 
on a wage cut given its  hammet 
men. The Cleveland F ishe r local 
is ca llin g  fo r im m ediate negotia 
tion3 on a new contract. Th< 
F lin t  F ishe r local wants Reuther 
removed as G. M. D irector. H a lf 
a dozen “ unauthorized”  depart­
m ental s trikes have swept through 
the F lin t  and D e tro it G. M. plants, 
etc., etc.

B u t a short six months ago, the 
G. M. w orkers apathe tica lly  ap­
proved the preseut contract. To­
day, they feci the im pact of the 
practica l consequences of ib is  
agreement and the tim id  conser­
vative po licy th a t inspired i t : — 
a m ountain of unsettled g riev ­
ances, endless delay, red tape and 
buck passing, dem ora lization of 
fbe union stewards, aud the re- 
in troduction  of tbe murderous 
speed-up on the lines. Tbe G. M. 
workers are face to face w ith  tbe 
new uny ie ld ing  a ttitud e  of tbe 

(Continued on Page 2)

the W ar D epartm ent, issued De­
cember 27:

“ A f te r  ca re fu l consideration o f 
the pro test aga inst the award 
prev ious ly  made to the Ford M o­
to r  Company o f a con trac t fo r 
the production o f 1.500 lig h t  re ­
connaissance cars, the W ar De­
pa rtm e n t announced today tha t 
the aw ard would be allowed to 
stand.”

W h ile  his handlers were w o rk ­
ing f ra n t ic a lly  to revive the sem i­
conscious H illm a n  in preparation 
fo r  the th ird  round, he was beard 
to m u rm u r th rough  pu ffed-up 
lip s : "D o n ’t  th a t guy know  th is  
f ig h t ’s supposed to  be fixe d ? ”

H illm a n  looks in  bad shape. 
Betcha his seconds th ro w  in  the 
towel. W e ll he was on ly  a set-up 
fo r  the W a r D epartm ent, fro m  
the s ta rt.

NEW CAFETERIA 
LOCAL OFFICERS 
ARE INDUCTED
Leaders Of United 
Ticket Pledge To 
Carry Out Program

New Y o rk 's  C a fe teria  W o rk ­
ers, Local 302 o f  the H ote l and 
R estaurant W orkers  (A F L ) ,  ap 
p ro p ria te ly  celebrated the h o li­
day season M onday n igh t, when 
they inducted in to  office the 
un ited f ro n t  s la te  which made a 
clean sweep in  the lo ca l’s elec­
tion  recently .

In  v ic to rious  mood, the crowd 
o f un ion members which packed 
Palm  Gardens celebrated th e  de­
fea t o f the red -ba iting  r ig h t 
w ing. T h e ir h igh  s p ir its  produced 
some unexpected and am using re ­
sults, as when they v igorously  
booed the “ im p a rt ia l a rb itra to r ,”  
Ben Golden, who1 2 3 4 was an inv ited  
guest. One o f the planks in  the 
united f ro n t  s la te ’s p rogram  was 
a pledge to hold a referendum  
o f the m em bership on the abo li­
t io n  o f the a rb itra t io n  set-up 
The celebrants made c lear how 
they were go ing  to  vote!

The fo u r speakers o f the  even­
ing  were the General O fficers 
ju s t elected: Costas D ritsas, P re ­
siden t (U n ited  Rank and File 
C lu b ); Sam K ram berg  (same 
g r o u p ) ,  S ecre tary-T reasu rer; 
L a r ry  P h illips , General O rgan iz ­
er (U n ite d  Progressive G roup): 
and Juan A viles, Labo r Chiet 
(U n ited  Spanish W orkers  C lub)

D ritsa s  s truck  the keynote 
when he spoke o f the f ig h t fo r  a 
be tte r con tra c t fo r  the 1C|,000 
members o f the union. The p re ­
sent con tract exp ires in A p r il.

K ram berg  declared th a t the 
v ic to ry  o f the U n ited  Union 
T icke t showed th a t the w orkers 
were prepared to s trugg le  in de­
fense o f th e ir  r ig h ts , even in 
these days o f “ na tiona l defense”  
ballyhoo. “ Labor w i l l  never g ive 
up the r ig h t to s tr ike ,”  he said.

Juan Aviles declared that ho 
realized his re sp on s ib ility  to do 
a ll th a t can be done to aid the 
unemployed by equitab le  d is tr i­
bution of jobs.

L a r ry  P h illip s  began his speech 
by honoring  those fo re ign -born  
m ilita n ts , who ju s t ly  belonged on 
the p la tfo rm  as elected officers, 
bu t had been deprived o f the 
r ig h t  to- ru n  fo r  election by a 
te ch n ica lity  w h ich ru led them out 
because they were non-citizens.

P h illip s  la id  special emphasis 
on the  task o f the un ion in ra is ­
ing  the wages o f the m isce llan­
eous (unsk illed ) w orkers in  the 
A p r i l con tract. The m ilita n t 
tra d itio n  o f Local 302 was cer­
ta in  to  produce rousing shop 
struggles fo r a decent contract.

Local 302 could now s trugg le  
as never before, P h illip s  pointed 
out, fo r  the new officers had been 
elected on a program  seeking the 
abo lition  o f the a rt if ic ia l d iv is ion 
o f the  union in separate branch­
es— a d iv is ion de libera te ly  c re a t­
ed by the  racketeers to keep the 
new members in the chain cafe­
te ria s  separated from  the old 
m ilita n ts  in the independent 
stores. Now  the members could 
re a lly  jo in  hands fo r  common 
s trugg le  aga inst the bosses.

I t  was c lear from  the speeches 
and the splendid m ora le o f the 
audience th a t the bosses are in 
fo r  a f ig h t when the new con tract 
nego tia tions begin.

dem ocratic means o f th rash in g  
ou t the m any problems now fa c ­
ing the GM w orkers, and to  find  
a w ay ou t o f the present impasse. 
These officers refused to accept 
the o ffe r  o f the Reuther-Thom as- 
Addes-Frankensteen leadersh ip  to  
hold a conference based on rep ­
resentation on ly fro m  local union 
officers. They insisted on a deleg­
ated conference based on per 
capita, and th is  also was forced 
th rou gh  the E xecu tive Board 
meeting.

The F e b r u a r y  conference 
should g ive  the progressive m il i­
tan ts  in  the GM locals a good op­
p o r tu n ity  to voice a demand fo r  
a po licy  o f m il ita n t  action  as 
aga inst t h e  u ltra -respectab le  
po licy  o f W a lte r Reuther, who is 
so busy p la y in g  the  ro le  o f 
Knudsen’s “ l i t t le  he lper”  in  an 
a tte m p t to land h im se lf a job  in 
the defense set-up, th a t he can’t  
find tim e  to  f ig h t fo r  union con­
d itions in  GM.

W H Y  B O A R D  A C T E D
The In te rn a tio n a l Board as it 

w e ll known, is s p lit  in to  two 
cliques. On the one hand there is 
the Reuther-Thom as group, which 
is loya l to  H illm a n  and Roose­
velt, and on the o ther hand there 
is the Addcs-Frankcnsteen clique, 
which thus fa r  has fo llowed a 
po licy d ic ta ted by John L. Lew is 
and is de fin ite ly  lean ing on Com 
nunist P a rty  support. B otl 

groups voted fo r  the in fam ou 
‘ou tlaw  s tr ik e ”  policy, and botl 

groups were ins trum en ta l in  put 
t in g  over the m iserable saerific! 
o f the 17 m ilita n ts  in the F lin  
F ishe r 1 lockout several week; 
ago.

On the question o f the GM con 
fcrencc, however, the Addes 
F rankcnstcen group saw an op 
p o r tu n ity  to ge t a t W a lte r Reu 
thc r, and the re fo re  supported th< 
demands o f the F lin t  locals fo- 
a conference.

The tru th  is, however, that 
ne ithe r o f these cliques have o f­
fered a p rogram  o f action. They 
w ill a ttem p t to use the con fe r­
ence fo r  th e ir  own clique in te r­
ests. A t  the. least sign th a t th i 
ran k  and file  is' g e ttin g  up on it ;  
hind legs and heading fo r  m il i­
ta n t action, these clique bureau­
cra ts  w i l l  un ite  aga inst the rank 
and file.

C O N F E R E N C E  T A S K S
F or the progressive un ionists 

in GM, th is  conference means 
much more than the p e tty  p o li­
tics o f the Rcuthers and the 
Frankenstecns. I t  is an oppor­
tu n ity  to make heard th e ir  m any 
grievances aga inst the company, 
and aga inst the do-no th ing policy 
o f the leadership.

The conference, f ir s t  demanded 
by Buick Local No. 599, is called 
p r im a r ily  to consider proposed 
changes in the GM con trac t

T h is  demand o f the B uick local 
lias h ig h -lig h te d  the m any fau lts  
o f the GM agreement, w h ich  was 
sold to- the membership and 
forced upon them against the ir 
be tte r judgment., bu t at the in ­
sistence o f Reuther and the wholt 
executive board.

The m ain questions involved i r  
the needed changes in the GM 
con tra c t are the fo llo w in g :

1. T H E  S T E W A R D  SYSTEM
T h is  demand has been a constant 
desire o f the ran k  and file , who

rea lize  th a t in  the steward sys­
tem  they  would have the m ost 
adequate m ethod o f representa­
tio n  o f the ra n k  and file, and p ro ­
vide a sound basis fo r  the se ttle ­
m en t o f grievances in  the  huge 
p lan ts  o f GM. T h is  demand has 
a lw ays been shelved by the  lead­
ersh ip w ith  vague promises about 
the  fu tu re .

2. T H E  “ D ”  L IS T . In  the GM
con trac t the com pany is s t i l l  a l­
lowed to' em ploy ou t o f se n io r ity  
a bunch o f scissorbills  and re la ­
tives. These are used as a b u ffe r  
aga ins t the  union, and g ive a 
place o f special p r iv ile g e  to  a 
com pany dom inated group. The 
ran k  and file  demands th is  “ D ”  
l is t  be abolished and a ll employes 
h ired and la id  o f f  according to  
sen io rity .

3. W AG ES. W ages in  GM have 
no t increased in  p ro po rtion  to  
the needs o f the w orkers. Today 
r is in g  prices and cost o f l iv in g  
demand h igh e r wages. GM p ro fits  
continue to  pour in by hundreds 
o f m illions. The w orkers can and 
m ust ge t a t least a 10 cent an 
hour b lanket increase. The C hrys­
le r  increase in  wages shows i t  
can be done.

4. T H E  S IX -M O N T H  C L A U S E
The GM con tra c t provides th a t 
in em ploye’s sen io rity  does no t 
begin u n t il he has been in  the 
p la n t s ix  months. T h is  makes i t  
possible to h ire  a man, w o rk  h im  
five, m onths and three weeks, and 
then la y  h im  o ff,  p reven ting  h im  
from  acq u iring  sen io rity . T o  
make i t  possible fo r  new w orkers 
to get. the protection o f sen io rity , 
the m ilita n ts  in the union ¿re de­
m anding a 30-day clause, so th a t 
a new man acquires se n io r ity  
a fte r  30 days em ploym ent.

These arc  the  m ain problem s 
o f the GM con tract. .M any o ther 
questions re la ted to  the con trac t 
w il l o f course also be discussed a t 
the conference.

Progressive un ion is ts  arc p re­
pa ring , in addition, to  voice ques­
tions a t the conference concern­
in g  union p o licy  in  general. Es­
pec ia lly  im p o rta n t w i l l  be the  
question o f the action o f the E x ­
ecutive Board in the F ishe r Body 
1 d ispute w ith  the company, in  
w h ich the Board, represented by 
Reuther. Thomas, Frankensteen, 
and Addes, agreed to a vic ious 
so lu tion  w ith  the com pany w h ich  
forced fo u r  key  m ilita n ts  ou t o f 
the p lan t, took aw ay th e ir  senior­
ity ,  and applied extrem e penal­
ties on a ll the o th e r men involved 
in the dispute.

There w i l l  undoubtedly be de­
mands to  oust W a lte r R euther as 
G M  d irec to r o f the U A W . F ra n k ­
ensteen and Addes w ill,  o f course, 
look fa vo ra b ly  on th is  fo r  fa c ­
t io n a l reasons. P rog ress is t u rlion - 
is ts  w i l l  have no hes ita tion  in  
bouncing R euther i f  possible, b u t 
fo r  o ther reasons. To them Reu­
th e r represents the  cow ard ly  
po licy o f inaction which ha« ty p i­
fied the. whole board d u rin g  the  
la s t year and more.

W hether R euther is ousted o r 
not. the rank and file  delegates 
a t the conference are determ ined 
to  th ro w  ou t h is po licy.

(The tex t of the resolution
adopted by  U A W  Locr.l N o .
581, F ishe r Body, appears on
page 2 o f th is  issue.)

Hillman Groggy 
In 2nd Round

By O UR SPORTS E D IT O R
A sho rt ha rd -tra ve llin g  body blow had Sidney H illm a n , so- 

called " la b o r representa tive”  on the Defense Commission, hang ing 
on the  ropes at the end o f the second round o f H illm a n 's  n o n -title  
bout w ith  the W ar D epartm ent over the aw ard ing o f w a r orders 
to labor law  v io la to rs .

O ur readers w il l  reca ll tha t, in  the f irs t  round, “ Canvasback”  
H illm a n  peddled the bike a ll over the r in g , keeping w e ll out. o f the 
way w hile  b illion s  o f w a r orders were granted to Bethlehem Steel,
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W rite  to us— te ll us w hat’s go ing on in  y o u r pa rt of the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w orkers  th in k in g  about?— tell 
us w ha t the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the loca l cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t  
p r in t  and tha t s to ry  they buried o r distorted:— o u r pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  m ust ca rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you  
do no t w ant y o u r name printed.

Thinks We Don’ t 
Realize Importance  
O f Ita lian  Events

E d ito r :
The a rtic le  on I ta ly  appearing 

in  the  S oc ia lis t Appea l o f Dec. 
14, 1940, b e little s  the significance 
o f  the collapse o f I ta ly ’s im per­
ia lis t  armed forces. N o t on ly  did 
the  a tta ck  on Greece fa i l  m ise r­
ab ly, b u t I ta lia n  im peria lism  now 
faces the loss o f A lb an ia  and her 
A fr ic a n  empire. The collapsing 
im p e ria lis t power o f I ta ly ,  due 
e n tire ly  to  the  defeatism  o f the 
masses, puts on the o rder o f the 
day the ove rth row  o f the reg im e 
and the f ig h t fo r  the soc ia lis t re ­
vo lu tion .

The defeatism  o f the  Ita lia n  
sold ier masses expla ins the v ic ­
to ry  o f the  Greek arm ies over a 
num erica lly  and techn ica lly  su­
p e rio r foe. The E ng lish  recog­
nized th is  (the  A ppea l did n o t), 
and launched a h a s tily  prepared 
a n d  successful o ffensive  in  
E gyp t. The reg im e o f M usso lin i 
and Co., proceeded to  change the 
general s ta ffs  and purge the 
bureaucracy; Gayda raised the 
c ry  o f “ F if th  Colum n insp ired 
b y  the  B r it is h ,”  no t on ly  against 
the  masses b u t aga ins t oppon­
ents among the ru l in g  s tra tum  
its e lf.  The fu r th e r  development 
o f th is  tendency o f d is in teg ra tion  
o f  the  sum m its o f  I ta lia n  society 
is inev itab le  and can on ly  resu lt 
in  collapse o f the  reg im e— a re ­
gim e w hich can n e ith e r sa tis fy  
the needs o f the masses n o r the 
desires o f the  im p e ria lis t ca p ita l­
is ts. The mass basis o f the  here­
to fo re  im posing reg im e o f  M us­
so lin i is crum b ling .

Even i f  H it le r  should come to 
the  aid o f his a lly , bo ls te ring  up 
the I ta lia n  im peria lism , i t  would 
o ffe r  the Ita lia n  reg im e n o t m ore 
tha n  a sho rt resp ite . To be e f­
fec tive , the German a lly  m ust 
take over the en tire  m il ita ry  b u r­
den o f Ita lia n  im p e ria lism : p rim ­
a r i ly  because the Ita lia n  a rm y 
w i l l  n o t f ig h t;  secondly because 
the Germans w i l l  soon be in fected 
w ith  the v iru s  o f “ I ta lia n  de­
fea tism .”  Even should the  Ger­
mans take over the e n tire  job 
o f f ig h tin g  the  E ng lish  in  A fr ic a , 
can one conceive o f German im ­
pe ria lism  tu rn in g  back to  I ta ly  
the colonies she has to  defend 
fro m  the  E ng lish  w ith  German 
arm ies ?

In  yo u r tre a tm e n t o f the  de­

velopm ents o f the G reco-Ita lian  
w a r you have n o t seriously  con­
sidered the na tu re  o f the  Ita lia n  
m il ita ry  collapse. In  m y  opin ion 
the fasc is t reg im e is  ju s t  w a it in g  
fo r  the p ro le ta ria n  undertaker. 
He is n o t ve ry  fa r  o ff.

I f  you consider the  estim ation  
o f the s itu a tio n  as expressed in 
the Appeal a co rrect one you w i l l  
ye t have to  analyze the character 
o f the de fea tis t moods o f the 
masses, the s p lit  among the r u l ­
in g  s tra tum  o f the  I ta lia n  bu r­
eaucracy and you w i l l  have to 
s tate the d irec tion  in  w h ich  
events are m oving. I  consider the 
com ing Ita lia n  revo lu tion  as in ­
ev itab le  in  the  ve ry  near fu tu re ; 
its  rea liza tion  w i l l  fundam en ta lly  
a lte r  the en tire  d irection  o f the 
an tagon is tic  social currents  o f 
w o rld  h is to ry  i f  i t  can surv ive  
the combined assaults i t  w i l l  face 
fro m  Germany, B r ita in , and the 
res t o f the  c a p ita lis t w orld . 
D e tro it, M ich.

R A Y M O N D  R IC E

F L IN T . M ich.— The fo llo w in g  | 
is  the  te x t  o f the  reso lu tion 
adopted by Local No. 581. F isher 
Body, in  pro test against, the ac­
tio n  o f the  In te rna tiona l; Execu­
tive  Board in  the  recent d ispute 
between the UAW -CTO and the 
F ishe r m anagem ent:

W HE R E A S : 17 men, member» 
of Local 581 UAW -0IO , were un­
ju s tly  suspended by the Manage­
m ent o f F ishe r No. 1 on Septem­
ber 9, 10 and 11, 1940, and

W H E R E A S : Upon proper n o ti­
fica tion  of th is  action  by the F i­
sher No. 1 to the In te rn a tio n a l 
Union, W a lte r P. Reuther w ith  
one o ther o f the s ta ff o f th e  G.M., 
Departm ent and Local 581 officials- 
conferred w ith  the Management. 
F u rth e r conferences were held 
w ith  0. M. O fficials in  D e tro it 
and Corporation offic ia ls  w ithou t 
Focal C>81 Officers being present.

and these O’. M. offic ia ls d id  at,tree 
w ith  the Company lo  the g u ilt  of 
11 men causing them to be fired 
by the Corporation, and

W HE R E A S : The Officers o f Lo­
cal. 58-1 and the 1" men affected 
were offered the  a lte rna tive  of ac­
cepting. th is  U n ion-breaking agree­
m ent w h ich  was a rrived  at a fte r 
n ine long weeks of half-hearted 
negotiations on the pa rt of the 
G. M. Departm ent o r face the pos­
s ib il i ty  of a s tr ik e  w h ich  the In ­
te rna tiona l stated they would fig lu  
pub lic ly , and

W H E R E A S : E leven of these 
men under the  settlement, accept­
ed by th e  G. ML Departm ent, are 
back to> w o rk  in, F ishe r No. 1 un­
der a. star m onth's probation pe­
r io d  and a one year sentence of 
not being able to obtaiti the ben­
efits of the Contract fo r  Union 
activ ities . S ix  men were not a l­
lowed:■ to re tu rn  to F ishe r .Vo. 1. 
but would be placed in  some other

u n it  of C. M. as new men, and 
at the exp ira tion  o f s ix  months 
m ight apply, personally, as new  
men to the Manager o f F ishe r 
No. t  fo r  employment. I f  accepted, 
they would have to serve an addi­
tio n a l proba tionary period. I lie 
length of w h ich to be decided by 
F isher Xo. 1 Management. I f  th e ir 
services were sa tis fac to ry  fo r the 
probationary period, to be determ ­
ined on ly by the Management, 
they would have th e ir  sen io rity  
restored to its  o r ig in a l date, and

W H E R E A S : Iu  no p a rt of the 
In te rn a tion a l C onstitu tion  does i t  
state th a t the In te rn a tion a l Union 
can remove w ith o u t t r ia l  Com m it­
teemen or Stewards, and

W H E R E A S : T h is  settlem ent 
has the effect o f causing dissatis­
faction. disagreement, and d is illu ­
sionm ent among our Membership, 
and

W H E R E A S : The welfare and 
perhaps, the very, existence of the

Union, depends upon the reversal 
of the now ex is ting  policies of 
fhe G. M. D epartm ent as prac­
ticed by the G. M. D irector, there­
fore be I t

RESO LVED: T ha t the In te rn a ­
tio n a l Executive Board be request­
ed to remove im m edia te ly  the 
present G. Ml. D irec to r from  the  
position he now holds and select 
a m ail fo r the position who is 
not a member of (he In te rn a tion a l 
Executive Board so he may be 
held responsible fo r  h is actions 
by the Membership in  the G. M. 
Plants, and be i t  fin a lly

RESO LVED: T ha t copies of 
th is  Resolution, le tte rs  of explan­
ation, and copies o f the settlement 
on the 17 men be given to a ll 
members of the G. M. N a tiona l 
Council convening in  D e tro it Dec. 
7. 3940 fo r th e ir  in fo rm a tio n  and 
action.

LO CAL 581 UAW-CIO

by Farrell Dobbs

(The a rtic le  o f w h ich  Raymond 
R i c e  com plains was George 
S tern ’s column. On the  W ar 
F ronts, w h ich th a t week lim ite d  
its e lf  m a in ly  to  ra is in g  the  ques­
tio n : “ How  fa r  w i l l  o r can H i t ­
le r  le t h is A x is  p a rtn e r s lip  down 
in to  the bog o f m il ita ry  reverses 
w h ich  is  ra p id ly  engu lfing  the 
Ita lia n  m il i ta r y  m ach ine?”  He 
concluded H it le r  would have to  
move soon.

A f te r  g iv in g  a num ber o f signs 
o f “ an as ton ish ing ly  w ide fissure 
in  the Ita lia n  to ta lita r ia n  fa c ­
ade,”  Comrade Stern sa id : “ One 
cannot ye t by fa r  deduce from  
these signs th a t I ta ly  is close to 
a complete breakdown. B u t they  
do show how qu ick ly  reverses in  
the fie ld  can expose the in te rna l 
weaknesses o f a to ta lita r ia n  re ­
gime.*' The ro le  in  these reverses 
o f the  re vo lu tio n a ry  defeatism  o f 
the I ta lia n  masses has been dealt 
w ith  by the A P P E A L  in  previous 
a rtic les  and aga in  in  an a rtic le  
in  th is  issue. W e confess, how­
ever, th a t un like  ou r com pla in ing  
correspondent we aren’t  ready to  
set the date fo r  the Ita lia n  re ­
vo lu tion . O ur p rogram  is the re ­
vo lu tion , now as a lw ays; tha t, 
however, doesn’t  b lind  us to  the 
fa c t th a t I ta lia n  im p eria lism  has 
no t y e t shot its  la s t bo lt, and 
m ay te m p o ra rily  be extrica ted 
fro m  its  d iff ic u lt ie s  by  German 
in te rven tion .— E D IT O R S .)

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FOND
Paym ents made th is  week are as fo llow s :

Chicago &  Ind iana H a rb o r $40.00 
P itts b u rg h  1.00
F lin t  39.00
M inneapolis &  St. Pau l 100.00 
New- Y o rk  25.00
Texas 5.00
N e w ark  26.50

, B u ffa lo  3.00
Reading 5.00
N ew  Haven 2.00
San D iego 8.50
A lle n to w n  2.00

T O T A L  $257.00

B ranch Quota A m ou n t paid %
BOSTON $ 100.00 $ 131.00 ' 131%
P O R T LA N D 10.00 10.50 105
TO LE D O 50.00 51.00 102
P ittsb u rg h 10.00 10.00 100
A llen to w n 15.00 15.00 100
Chicago &  Ind iana H a rbo r 200.00 200.00 100
M ilw aukee 5.10 5.10 100
Reading 5.00 5.00 100
B a ltim o re 10.00 10.00 100

San Diego 8.50 8.50 100

R ockville 7.00 7.00 100

Texas 5.00 5.00 100
D e tro it 200.00 200.00 100

N e w ark 150.00 150.00 100

H utch inson 10.00 10.00 100

St. Louis 5.00 5.00 100

F lin t 150.00 138.00 92

San Francisco1 100.00 85.00 85

L yn n 100.00 85.00 85

Los Angeles 150.00 123.70 82

N ew  Haven 20.00 16.00 80

B u ffa lo 25.00 19.15 77

Rochester 15.00 10.00 67
M inneapolis &  St. Pau l 1000.00 630.00 63

P hilade lph ia 30.00 19.00 63

New Y o rk 1000.00 556.00 56

Q uakertown 7.00 2.50 36

A k ro n 10.00 3.00 30

Y oungstow n 50.00 6.00 12

Cleveland 70.00 0.00 00

In d iv id u a l C on tribu tions 2.30

T O T A LS $3517.60 2518.82 72%

The War Labor 
Boards O f 1917

(Continued from page 1)
pine's vote that only one or the other would bother to show 
up to go through the motions.

I he first problem presented to this, board was the ques­
tion of the strikes sweeping the 16 army cantonment con­
struction jobs.

The decision handed down by the board provided for 
those maximum hours and mininuyn wages “ compatible with 
local practices” ; and that the closed shop be eliminated on all 
cantonment work "unless the individual contractor desires to 
maintain one.”  The significance of this ukase is obvious. 
Southern labor continued to receive slave wages. Wherever 
the workers were previously unorganized and paid low wages 
they remained that way. And collective bargaining was well- 
nigh hamstrung as long as the closed shop was illegal. This 
decision was reached, not over Gompers’ bloody and protest­
ing body, but by unanimous vote of the board.

It is entirely probable that Gompers’ representative, A l­
pine, fought against the decision with in  the committee, but 
once the two boss representatives had decided, Gompers’ 
pledge of national unity left no course open to Alpine but to 
make the decision unanimous. That is the snare of such 
boards.

The W orkers Rebel Against Gompers
I f  the W ar Department had depended upon Gompers’ 

ab ility  to shove tiie decision down the workers’ throats, it was 
soon disillusioned. Angered by the betrayal, the workers 
plunged into new and more bitter strikes. By the middle of 
the summer the War Department,— with the unanimous ap­
proval of the board on which sat Gompers’ representative— 
sent troops into the cantonments and broke the strikes wtih 
bayonets.

On July 27, 1917, a supplemental memorandum was 
signed by both the Secretary of War and Gompers extending 
the board’s cantonment decision to cover all work on order 
by, or under the supervision of, the War Department.

R ightly reading in this decision a precedent that would 
guide the government fo r years to come, a great cry of pro­
test went up from the workers. To stifle their resentment and 
jus tify  his position, Gompers declared:

“ This war 1 regard as the rejuvenation of mankind. We 
(labor) w ill make every sacrifice which may be necessary to 
make our (i.e. the government’s war) triumph sure.”  From 
that moment on Gompers was not even a trade union bureau­
crat; he was the country's number one scab and war-monger. 
This was the inevitable consequence of his endorsement of the 
war and of the labor board.

More And More Boards
In rapid succession boards sim ilar to the W ar Depart­

ment’s were established by other government departments. 
The Navy Department patterned its labor board and pro­
cedure after the War Department precedents and the agree­
ment was signed between Gompers and the assistant Secretary 
of the Navy, Franklin D. Roosevelt. The government, with 
increasing enthusiasm for Gompers, began to set up addi­
tional labor boards within the more important industries such 
as maritime and clothing.

There were two drawbacks to these boards, however. In 
the first place they did not prevent various governmental de­
partments from competing for labor and thus inevitably rais­
ing wages to attract workers. This was naturally frowned upon 
by the bosses. In the second place, the workers didn’t share 
Gompers’ enthusiasm for the boards and their decisions and 
showed an increasing determination to disregard them.

The National Industrial Conference computed the man­
hours of work lost due to strikes in astronomical figures and 
hysterically demanded that something be done about it. Even 
Gompers was disturbed by the maze of counter-rulings and 
interpretations propounded by the various boards. And since 
he had already committed himself and the trade unions to the 
boards, why not a super-board that would have jurisdiction 
over all departments, all industries, all workers? Again Gomp­
ers and Wilson saw eye to eye.

In February, 1918 President Wilson appointed a com­
mission to explore the possibilities of the establishment of such 
a board. W ithin a few short weeks the commission’s report was 
in, and in 'M arch the President announced the formation of 
i he National W ar Labor Board. The avowed purpose of the 
board was to prevent work-stoppage during the war. I t  never 
entirely succeeded in this respect but i t  did, w ith Gompers’ 
help, deal terrible blows to the American labor movement.

(The s tr ikeb rea k ing  ac tiv itie s  o f the  N a tion a l W ar 
Labor Board w il l  be reviewed ne x t week, in  the  second a rtic le  
o f th is  series.)

Grace Carlson's
Speaking Dates

Have you ca re fu lly  noted when Grace Carlson is speaking iu 
you r c ity  o il her na tiona l to u r fo r  the Socia list W orkers  P a rty?  
Here’s the schedule o f the to u r:

Day
Thurs.
F rid a y
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
F rid a y
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
F r i.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.

Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
F r i.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.

Date
Jan. 2 
Jan. 3 
Jan. 4 
Jan. 5 
Jan. 6 
Jan. 7 
Jan. 8 
Jan. 9 
Jan. 10 
Jan. 11 
Jan. 12 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 14 
Jan. 15 
Jan. 16 
Jan. 17 
Jan. 18 
Jan. 19 
Jan. 20 
Jan. 21 
Jan. 22 
Jan. 23 

to  Feb 3 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 5 
Feb. 6 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 8 
Feb. 9 
Feb. 10 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 13

Place
M ilw aukee
Chicago

F lin t
D e tro it

Toledo

Cleveland 
A k ro n  
Y  oungstown

B u ffa lo
Rochester
Syracuse
Boston

New  Haven 
New Y o rk

N e w ark
ft

A llen tow n
Reading
Q uakertown
P hilade lph ia

B a ltim ore

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
F r i.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.

Feb. 14 
Feb. 15 
Feb. 16 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 20 
Feb. 21 
Feb. 22 
Feb. 23 
Feb. 24 
Feb. 25 
Feb. 26 
Feb. 27

P ittsb u rg h

Ind ianapo lis
Lo u isv ille

St. Louis

Mem phis

New  Orleans 
N ew  Orleans 
Houston

F r i.  to  Feb. 28 to  
T hurs. M arch 6 
F r i.  M arch 7 
Sat. M arch 8 
Sun. M arch 9 
Mon. M arch 10 
Tues. M arch  11 
Wed. M arch 12 
T hurs. M arch 13

Los Angeles 
and v ic in ity

San Francisco

F r i.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
F r i.
Sat.
Sun.

M arch 14 
M arch 15 
M arch 16 
M arch 17 
M arch 18 
M arch 19 
M arch 20 
M arch 21 
M arch 22 
M arch 23

P o rtla nd

Seattle

P lentywood
W illis to n
F argo

ft

T w in  C ities

T H E S E  W O R KERS P IC K E D  
T H E IR  O W N  PRO G RAM

The recent s tr ik e  o f 7,000 CIO 
a lum inum  w orkers in  New Kens­
ington, Pennsylvania, was settled 
by the  rem oval o f a f in k  as de­
manded by the w orkers, and a 
tw o  cent raise in  pay.

W h ile  the  s tr ik e  was on, every 
peanut p o lit ic ia n  around the  
P ittsb u rg h  in d u s tr ia l area took 
the o p p o rtu n ity  to  sound o f f  
aga inst the “ reds”  in the union, 
to demand l a w s  fo rb id d in g  
s trikes  in  the “ defense indust­
ries,”  etc., etc.

S ho rtly  a f te r  the s tr ik e  ended 
an election was held in  th is  union. 
Local 2 o f the A lu m inu m  W o rk ­
ers o f A m erica. One o f the slates 
in  the  election ran on a “ More 
pay and less speed-up”  p la tfo rm . 
The fo llo w in g  pa rag raph  ap­
peared in  a long, red -ba iting  
a rtic le  in  the  P ittsb u rg h  Press 
wh ich v ic ious ly  attacked th is  
s la te :

“ On the heels o f a public w a rn ­
in g  by N . A . Zonarieh, in te rn a ­
tio n a l pres ident o f the A lum inum  
W orkers, th a t Com m unists were 
backing a s la te  o f candidates in 
the Local 2 election, Rev. Charles 
Owen Rice (chap la in  o f the P it ts ­
bu rgh  Association o f Catholic 
T rade U n ion is ts ) predicted a 
‘black day' fo r  the un ion i f  the 
slate is v ic to rious .”  One o f the 
newspaper a rtic les  on th is  elec­
tion  carried  th is  headline: “ Reds 
in  U nions A ttacked  A s P e ril to 
U. S. Defense.”

W hen the votes were counted’ 
the “ M ore pay and less speed­
up”  sla te  had won by a w ide 
m a jo r ity . O n ly  one o f the can­
didates endorsed by F a th e r Rice 
was elected. A  s im ila r  re d -b a it­
in g  cam paign was carried  on du r­
in g  the  election in  the  East 
P ittsb u rg h  Local No. 601 o f the 
U E R M W  (C IO ). Despite the in ­
tensive press cam paign, none o f 
t h e  candidates endorsed by 
F a the r Rice were elected in  th is  
local.

I f  the re  were members o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  on the progres­
sive slates which were elected in  
these tw o  unions the y  were in  
a m in o r ity . B u t th is  is e n tire ly  
beside the  po in t. A  m a jo r ity  o f 
the w orkers  were obviously in 
fa v o r o f “ M ore pa y  and less 
speed-up.”  They were n o t a t a ll 
impressed by the d ire  predictions 
o f a “ black day”  in  the union, 
and the “ p e ril to  U . S. defense”  
i f  the exponents o f th is  p la tfo rm  
were elected.

A  BOSS’ TE A R S  
A T  C H R IS T M A S T ID E

As tire resu lt of s tr ik e  action, 
a con tract was signed on the 
F r id a y  before C hris tm as between 
the T rans fo rm e r C orpora tion  o f 
A m erica, a New  Y o rk  C ity  con­
cern, and Local No. 430 o f the  
U E R M W  (CIO,). The w orkers 
won an increase in  wages, plus 
a vacation prov is ion. Jus t before 
C hris tm as a le tte r  o f “ C hristm as 
g ree tings”  fro m  the  president o f 
the company was handed to  a ll 
m a n u fac tu ring  employees. The 
fo llo w in g  a re  ex trac ts  fro m  the 
le tte r :

“ N o rm a lly , the  m anagem ent 
would h a il an agreem ent o f th is  
type w ith  the same enthusiasm  
as has been evidenced by  the 
m a jo r ity  o f the men . . .  U n fo r ­
tuna te ly , these ga ins place an ad­
d itio n a l hardsh ip  upon the com­
pany . . .  The TC A  M anagem ent 
has . . .  repeatedly called the a t­
ten tio n  o f the  Shop C hairm an to  
the la x  a tt itu d e  o f a num ber o f 
employees in  the s h o p . . .  i t  is 
your job to recuperate the  losses 
which T C A  has incurred  and is 
susta in ing  as a re s u lt o f em­
ployee a c t iv ity  . . .  I t  w i l l  be im ­
possible fo r  us to  successfully 
compete in  the open m a rke t un­
less some unusua lly  e ffic ien t 
methods and a ttitud es  a re  crea t­
ed in  the  T C A  shop . . .  Y ou can’t  
squeeze blood ou t o f a tu rn ip  . . .  
I f  T C A  is unable to  compete . . .  
T h is  w i l l  mean on ly  one th in g  to  
you . . .  e ithe r loss o f em ploym ent 
o r g re a tly  cu rta ile d  w o rk in g  
hours . . .  I t  is  u n fo rtu n a te  th a t 
these sad fac ts  have to  he 
b ro ug h t fo r th  a t w h a t is no rm ­
a lly  a joyous tim e  o f the yea r . . .  
I  s incere ly t ru s t  th a t every em­
ployee w i l l  p u t h is shoulder to  
the  wheel in  an e f fo r t  to  earn 
his job  and s a la ry . . . ”

“ F o rg e ttin g  business fo r  the  
m om ent,”  the  le tte r  concludes, in 
a tw o -line  pa rag raph  a f te r  447 
words o f com p la in t aga inst the  
w orkers, “ I  take th is  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  w ish  each and every one o f 
you a v e ry  M e rry  Xm as and a 
H aopy New  Y ear.”

The question is, w h a t tu rn ip  
is being squeezed ? The workers- 
squeezed a few  concessions ou t o f 
th is  boss and now  he is  t r y in g  
to  p u t a double squeeze on them . 
Yes, " fo rg e tt in g  business fo r  the 
m om ent,”  he wishes them  a “ very  
M e rry  Xm as,”  indeed.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Top Leaders O f Auto Union Are  
Hemmed In From Two Sides

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
G. M. management, but they are 
not reconciling  themselves to it .  
The wave o f the w orkers ’ resent­
m ent against the corporation, and 
even more b itte r ly  against th e ir  
own un ion G. M. departm ent, is 
the firs t sign of the r is in g  revo lt 
against the whole ro tten  mess 
th a t is being sold them  under the 
name o f “ N a tiona l Defense.”

U A W  B O A R D  M E E T IN G
The UAW  In te rn a tio n a l Execu­

tive  Board held its  qu a rte rly  meet­
in g  in  Cleveland las t week, the 
f irs t m eeting since the A tla n tic  
C ity  CIO convention. I t  proceeded 
to the un ion ’s pressing problems 
w ith  customary b rilliance . The 
G. M. hot potato was g ingerly  dis­
posed o f by tossing i t  hack in to  
the laps of the local unions. 
Henceforth the top nego tia ting 
com m ittee is abolished. A ll ne­
gotia tions w i l l  he conducted r ig h t  
at the plants between the local 
union barga in ing committees and 
the p lan t management. I f  no 
agreement is reached, the dispute 
may then be placed in  the hands 
of the “ im p a rtia l um p ire .”  P ro­
gram of action fo r  G. M.? The 
Board did  not have any, and what 
is more was considerably annoyed 
w ith  having its  tim e  wasted over 
these p a ltry  details.

The Executive Board of the 
UAW  is not a homogeneous body. 
One part, the m a jo rity , is lined 
up w ith  the Lew is, S ta lin is t-b ack ­
ed group; another 40% of the 
Board supports the H illm an-Reu- 
t lie r  group. The co n flic t between 
the two groups is g row ing sharp­
er. Personal re la tions are becom­
in g  more em bittered, th rea ten ing 
at tim es to lead to an irreparab le  
break. Despite a ll th is, the fact 
remains th a t the two groups stand 
on the same princ ip led  position. 
Both favo r 100% support to the 
Roosevelt w a r m achine and its  
executive agency, the Morgan-Du- 
Pont “ Defense Commission.”  The 
on ly th in g  Lew is and h is  friends

have against H illm a n  is tha t he 
is such a p ike r and perfectly  w i l l­
in g  to sell Labor down the r iv e r 
fo r  a few measly jobs. Lewis, 
on the o ther hand, demands, as 
he says, “ recogn ition .”  He is holdc 
in g  ou t fo r  the same price tha t 
the E ng lish cap ita lis ts  paid. He 
wants an assortm ent o f cabinet 
posts and a voice iu  the manage­
ment o f the w ar drive . That is 
w hat the differences between Le­
wis and H illm a n  am ount to and 
th a t is a ll they am ount to.
T H E  FO R D  D R IV E

How  is the Board so lv ing the 
pressing tasks of the “ organiza­
tio n  drives” ? W ith  the same b r i l­
liance and tac tica l w isdom d is­
played in  the G. M. s itua tion . In  
the case of the Ford drive, the 
Board acted w ith  complete fra n k ­
ness. Acknow ledging its  bank­
ru p tcy  in  black and w h ite , i t  vo t­
ed a ll questions concerning the 
Ford drive, its  po licy, selection of 
personnel, etc., out of its  own 
hands and in to  the hands of W id- 
man, the CIO-appointed Ford D i­
rector.

The campaign is in  a cruc ia l 
stage. Thousands of Ford w orkers 
have jo ined the UW A. Now the 
d rive  m ust be pushed to its  na­
tu ra l c lim ax: e ithe r the opening 
of negotiations w ith  the company 
fo r the purpose o f s ign ing  a un­
ion contract, o r preparations for 
the ca llin g  o f a s tr ike . U n fo rtu ­
nate ly no such perspective seems 
to ex is t in  the m ind o f the Ford 
D irector. He is depending on the 
N ational Labor Relations Board, 
on H illm a n  and Roosevelt to do 
the job fo r h im . I t  was proper 
to demand an N LR B  election at 
Ford's in  order to give the union 
tim e to consolidate its  position 
and strengthen its  defenses. But 
to depend on the N L R B  or Roos­
evelt, to depend on an y th ing  but 
the fig h tin g  streng th  o f the union 
itse lf, is  a te rr ib le  m istake and 
unless corrected, m ig h t w e ll lead 
to the same disaster tha t overtook 
the “ L it t le  Steel”  s trike .

W ith  the Vultee s tr ik e  s t i l l  
r in g in g  in  th e ir  ears, the Board 
hastened to wash its  hands of a ll 
respons ib ility  in  the a irc ra ft s itu ­
ation. They abdicated th e ir  au­
th o r ity  here as they previously 
had abdicated in  the case of the 
Ford drive . The CIO w i l l  ap­
po in t a d irec to r who w i l l  have 
fu ll a u th o rity .

One m igh t ask, of course, why 
the Board exists altogether, i f  the 
most pressing and im p o rtan t un ­
ion tasks are planned and exe­
cuted by other people. B u t on ly 
an ignoram us would ask a ques­
tion  lik e  tha t. Everybody knows 
the Board is weighed down at the 
present tim e  w ith  the awesome 
respons ib ility  of how to  m anufac­
tu re  500 “ S p itfires”  a day and na­
tu ra lly  has no t the tim e  to w o rry  
about pe tty  shop grievances or 
c a v illin g  demands fo r wage in ­
creases.

The Vultee s tr ik e  rem inded ev­
eryone tha t the mass production 
workers are unbeaten. They serv­
ed notice on the p lu tocra ts th a t 
the w orkers have no t ye t had 
th e ir  say in  the m a tte r of the 
com ing war. T ha t fac t is brought 
home even more fo rc ib ly  today 
at every im p o rtan t un ion gather­
in g  where one meets young local 
leaders and p lan t stewards, bu rn ­
ing  w ith  a crusading zeal fo r  the 
union and constantly  demanding 
more action, a firm er, more real 
is tic  and more aggressive po licy 
o f th e ir  In te rn a tio n a l leaders. 
These m ilita n ts , s t i l l  scattered and 
unorganized, are being drawn to ­
gether by th e ir  common aspira­
tions and aims. T ha t is w hy the 
bosses, in  spite of a ll the belly 
c raw ling  o f H illm a n  and Reuther 
and the others, fear the un ion as 
the plague itse lf.

The UAW  lias a job to do. I t  
m ust launch a w h ir lw in d  cam­
paign to  sweep in to  the union 
fo ld  the hundreds of thousands of 
unorganized w orkers of the auto­
m otive, a irc ra ft, stee l-fabricating 
and pa rts  industries. I t  m ust use

its  organized strength to cu t deep 
in to  the swollen pro fits of the 
m anufacturers. I t  m ust do a ll o f 
th is  and constantly  m arch fo r ­
w ard— or go under in  the com ing 
w ar period as the auto un ion and 
the rest o f labor w ent under in  
France.

The auto workers, i t  m ust now 
be said p la in ly , cannot, depend on 
th e ir  present leadership to push 
through th is  job. The present 
leaders, shortsighted, bewildered 
and stunned by the rush o f ev­
ents, have already sold themsel­
ves to the Roosevelt w a r govern­
ment. They have taken on the job 
o f Ed McGrady o f NR A days and 
o f Sidney H illm a n  today— the job 
of a fireman p u ttin g  out strikes 
and ‘labor troub le .’

The auto w orkers s t i l l  believe 
in  Roosevelt today. They sup­
po rt the "N a tion a l Defense”  set­
up in  the m istaken no tion th a t 
they thereby help defend "democ­
racy.”  B u t they are lea rn ing  fast. 
T h is  is indicated by the g row ing 
unpopu la rity  of H illm a n . T h is  is 
indicated by the auto w orkers ’ 
contempt fo r  W a lte r Reuther's fu r ­
ious e ffo rts  to land a cushy gov­
ernm ent job. Thd auto w orkers 
are bound to learn even more rap­
id ly  in  the com ing period of r is ­
in g  prices and g row ing  repres­
sions.

The auto w orkers m ust com­
plete th e ir  education. They m ust 
f l in g  away the hypnotism  o f the 
com pany-inspired “ N ationa l De­
fense”  propaganda. They m ust 
break openly and w ith o u t equivo­
cation from  the Roosevelt w a r 
government. They m ust cut loose 
from  the c a p ita lis t po litic ian s  and 
take the lead in  launch ing an in ­
dependent pa rty  -o f labor. Once 
on th is  road the auto workers w i l l  
find no d iff ic u lty  in  bu ild in g  a 
new union leadership out o f the 
ranks of its  m ilita n t shop stew- 
wards and uncorrupted local un­
ion officers, who w ill lead the 
union fo rw ard  on lines th a t g ive 
every assurance of success.

U A W  Fisher Body Local Blasts 
Top Board’s Rotten Settlement
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B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R

In  an in te res ting  series of a rtic les  in  The 
P ittsbu rgh  Courier, W . Robert. M ing, J r., Profes­
sor in  the School of haw  a t Howard U n ive rs ity , 
has dealt, w ith  the legal and technica l aspects of 
the case o f the S. S. P h ilade lph ia  sailors who 
were kicked out of the U. S. Navy because they 
signed a le tte r  p ro te s ting  in to le rab le  J im  Crow 
conditions.

A fte r  dem onstra ting th a t the P h ilade lph ia  case 
shows how freedom of speech lias been stolen from  
those in  the A rm y  and Navy, Professor M ing  goes 
on to po in t out how much power th is  puts in  
the hands o f the “ brass hats." I f  the pub lic  out­
side can’t  get in fo rm a tio n  about conditions in  the 
armed forces from  the on ly possible source— th a t 
is, from  those inside— how can i t  possibly do any­
th in g  to correct or im prove those conditions? T h is  
means th a t i f  the soldiers can’t  speak about con­
d ition s  to the public, the officer caste can do 
ju s t about an y th in g  i t  wants.

Professor M ing  goes on to show th a t the 
officer caste has s t i l l  another weapon to keep the 
m ouths o f conscripted soldiers shut, in  add ition  
to the power to discharge those who speak up. 
The r ig h t  ( “ ephemeral though i t  be") o f a cons­
c r ip t to  h is fo rm er job depends on his ge tting  a 
certifica te  from  the A rm y  “ in d ica tin g  satisfac­
to ry  com pletion of the tra in in g  course.”  Under 
the present conscrip tion set-up, a w o rk e r who 
would protest to  the w orld  outside, would cer­
ta in ly  not get such a certificate. “ T h is  possib il­
i t y  o f dual punishm ent places in  the hands o f the 
o ffice rs  o f th is  g re a t peace-time a rm y  trem end­
ous power w ith o u t adequate contro ls and safe­
guards fo r the pro tection o f the selectees.”

Where the Criticism Falls Down
B u t these a rtic le s  in  the P ittsbu rgh  Courier 

are a t th e ir  weakest po in t when the w r ite r  a t­
tempts to ind ica te how fu l l  r ig h ts  fo r Negroes may 
be obtained and the right, of freedom o f speech 
and o ther c iv il libe rties  restored. F o r in  h is  dis­
cussion o f th is , w h ic li is  the key question, he 
lim its  h im se lf to legal procedure and ignores the 
actua l character of the courts and o ther in s t itu ­
tions o f the government.

How is the power of the officer caste to  he 
lim ited?  O perating under the A rtic le s  of W ar, 
they do ju s t w ha t they please, rep ly in g  to c r it ic ­
ism  from  the ranks w ith  arrests and discharges, 
and to  c r it ic is m  from  the outside w ith  haughty 
contem pt (the P h ilade lph ia  mess attendants were 
kicked ou t “ in  the best in te rests”  o f the Navy 
and themselves, says Roar A d m ira l N im itz ) .

Says Professor M in g : “ P rac tica l so lu tion  
o f th is  problem  created by the  c o n flic t be­
tween A rm y  reg im en ta tion  and c iv i l l ib e rty  
is  possible. One s im ple device to  secure the 
desired end would be to  prov ide fo r  rev iew  by 
c iv il courts  o f actions by co u rt m a rtia ls  o r 
punishm ents in flic te d  on members o f  the  
armed forces by o ff ic e rs . . . ”
W hat are these c iv i l  courts anyhow? F a ir  and 

im p a rtia l; or the in s tru m en t o f the ru lin g  capi­
ta lis t class? I f  Professor M ing doesn’t  know  from  
his own personal experience, le t h im  ask workers 
who have been out on s tr ike . L e t h im  ask a 
poor man who has tr ie d  to sue a r ic h  corporation. 
Or le t h im  look up the decisions of the courts 
w ith  regard to the Negro people, the courts ’ ap­
proval of segregation in  education and on tro lle y  
cars, th e ir  approval of the po ll tax  and the w h ite  
p r im a ry  laws and the other leg is la tion  aimed a t 
m a in ta in in g  "w h ite  supremacy.”

I f  we consider here not the words about “ jus­
tice ”  th a t are w r itte n  in to  the laws, bu t re a lly  
understand how they wrork , then we can under­
stand th a t w orkers in  the armed forces, colored 
o r w h ite , w-ould get no be tte r trea tm ent from  the 
c iv i l courts  than they do from  the m ilita ry . In  
fact, the consistent refusal o f the c iv i l courts to 
in te rfe re  w ith  m il ita ry  decisions, is p roof th a t 
they approve segregation, d isc rim in a tio n  and de­
n ia l o f freedom of speech as practiced by the o f­
ficer caste, and don’t  w an t to in te rfe re  w ith  it .

I f  you re a lly  w ant to  abolish J im  Crowism, i f  
you re a lly  w ant to protect the r ig h ts  and im prove 
the conditions of the soldiers and sailors, there 
can be no half-way measures: the officers w i l l  
e ithe r have the power to do w ha t they want, or 
they w on’t. E ith e r you go the whole hog and 
take con tro l o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  away from  the 
officer caste com pletely— or you waste your tim e 
and ba t you r head against a stone w a ll. A ny  
program  w h ich  fa lls  sho rt o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  
under con tro l of the w orkers  themselves is  one 
w hich leaves the reactionary  officers w ith  fu l l  
power, and is therefore com plete ly ine ffec tive  and 
useless.

A Correction
In  ou r pam phlet on the P h ilade lph ia  men, 

issued before th e ir  discharge, we feared because 
o f the silence th a t surrounded the case th a t the 
hoys would be framed-up in  a co u rt m a rtia l. We 
said, “ The cou rt m a rtia l, when i t  takes place, w i l l  
be conducted behind closed doors. (The m en) 
w i l l  no t be pe rm itte d  to  use law yers  fro m  the 
outside . . . . ”

Accord ing to  Professor M ing, however, th is  is 
no t lega lly  correct. H is  exp lanation no t on ly  clears 
up th is  po in t, hu t shows w hy the boys escaped 
cou rt m a rtia l and even worse punishm ent than 
they received.

“ P ub lic  op in ion was aroused (a fte r news of 
the arrests leaked out) . . . You know  w hat the 
N avy did  in  the face of th is  pub lic  outcry- They 
tu rned  down the recom m endation (o f cou rt 
m a rtia l)  of the captain of the P hiladelph ia . T ha t 
was dangerous— i f  these men had been subjected 
to a general court m a rt ia l they w ould have been 
en titled  to the assistance o f outside counsel, and 
a public hearing, a statem ent o f charges, and the 
o ther protections w h ich  ou r legal system has 
devised fo r  the safeguard o f the defendants, even 
i f  they are members of the armed forces.

“ Instead the 'brass hats’ decided th a t these men 
should be discharged from  the Navy— no t ‘honor­
ab ly ’ . , . bu t ra the r, they were to be given ‘un­
desirable discharges’ .”

The War And Coming Revolutions
The Germs O f Workers' Uprisings Infect A ll Warring Nations

B y A R T  PR E IS
The first symptoms of a new wave of workers’ revolutions 

are appearing in iiurope and, in the first instance, in Italy. 
Churchill and the “ democratic”  ruling class have been quick to 
label it the “ Italian disease” — as if  this penetrating germ can be 
exorcised by incantation and prevented from spreading.

The hasty reassurances exchanged among the “ democratic” 
capitalists concerning the peculiarly Italian character of the 
coming revolution remind one of nothing so much as what hap­
pened in Europe when, in the 14th and 15th centuries, the rav­
ages of syphilis spread. The French termed it  the “ Italian dis­
ease” ; the Spanish, the “ French disease” ; while the Italians were 
absolutely certain that it was
the “ Spanish disease.”  No coun­
try  would claim it!

The capitalists in each coun­
try  today likewise label the 
"disease”  of proletarian revolu­
tion as one which can strike 
elsewhere but not in their own 
country. But in their hearts 
they know differently. Prole­
tarian revolution was no “ Rus­
sian disease” in 1917— it spread 
across Europe, even though it 
was drowned in blood.

T lie  f irs t m il ita ry  defeats sus­
tained by M usso lin i have sufficed 
to expose the basic weakness of 
the fascist g r ip  on Ita ly .

W h ile  no d irec t m anifestations 
of the c rum b ling  fascist ru le  have 
as yet been able to seep through 
the to ta lita r ia n  prison  w a lls  of 
Ita ly , the admissions and protest­
ations o f the o ffic ia l Ita lia n  press 
and spokesmen are reve la to ry.

I t  is qu ite  clear th a t the I ta l­
ian  masses who, since the last 
war, have suffered a standard of 
l iv in g  as low  as any in  Europe, 
are now launch ing an irre co n c il­
able s trugg le against conditions 
w h ich the present w ar has 
brought to the in to le rab le  stage.

FA S C IS TS  T R Y  TO 
A P P E A S E  M ASSES

M usso lin i’s regime, unable to 
gloss over the appa lling  liv in g  
conditions, makes haste to  lam ent 
w ith  the masses. A  campaign 
suddenly blossoms fo r th  against 
the “ hoarders and profiteers.”  Not. 
the fascist regim e and the capi­
ta lis ts  it. serves, bu t anonymous 
hoarders and profiteers, whose 
presence had up to th is  tim e el­
uded the all-seeing eyes of the 
secret police, are held responsible 
fo r the p ligh t of the Ita lia n  peo­
ple. Regime Eascista, newspaper 
edited by Roberto Farinacci, fo r ­
m er secretary of the Fascist par­
ty , declares— but w ith o u t nam ing 
names —  that, those profiteers 
should be shot.

“ We do not live  by bread alone,”  
says La V ita  H a liana . “ There are 
m any other th ings  o f p rim e ne­
cessity. W’ ith  th ings increasing 
a t th is  rate, are wages and sal­
aries to rem a in  unaltered?”  La  
V ita  o f course offers no answer 
to its  own question, bu t hopes to 
m o llify  the  masses by echoing 
th e ir  feelings.
B ut most of a ll, i t  is the increasing

s p ir it  of defeatism w h ich preoc­
cupies the ru lin g  regime. On Dec­
ember 10 the lead ing fascist news­
paper. I I  Popolo <li Roma, adm it­
t in g  heavy Ita lia n  losses, increas­
ing  v ic issitudes and hard days 
ahead, stated:

“ These gentlemen who sm ell of 
defeatism are those who read our 
war bu lle tins  w ith  the a ir  o f being 
fed up, those who know every­
th ing , in co rrig ib le  rumor-mongers 
who always have som ething to 
add when a communique is read. 
I t  seems to us the hour has come 
to beat them  up so i t  w i l l  leave 
a m ark  th a t w i l l  not soon be fo r ­
gotten.”

The violence o f th is  campaign 
against defeatism is in  itse lf an 
adm ission o f the d iscontent w ith  
the w ar so wide-spread among the 
Ita lia n  masses. The same I I  Po­
polo <Ii Roma on December 13 
cries against the defeatists:

“ We know them. We have iden­
tified  them  fo r some tim e  now. 
Soon we sha ll cat.cli them and 
make them swallow  a ll th e ir  s in ­
is te r prophecies, a ll s tup id  a n tic i­
pations of th e ir  id io tic  defeatism 
w h ich  has no t and never w i l l  
have any hold on the gran ite  mass 
o f the I ta lia n  people gathered 
close around th e ir  Duce.”

T H E  W O R K E R -S O LD IE R  
W IL L  N O T  F IG H T

T h is  defeatism, and i t  grows 
w ith  each new m il ita ry  set-back, 
is the re flec tion  o f a much more 
serious cond ition  in  the Ita lia n  
arm ed forces.

I t  is the custom of the “ democ­
ra t ic ”  cap ita lis t press to a ttr ib u te  
the defeats o f the Ita lia n  arm y 
in  Greece and A lban ia  to  the 
"brave fig h tin g  qua lities”  of the 
Greek and B r it is h  forces and the 
"coward ice”  o f the Ita lia n  figh t­
ers. A  few commentators, how­
ever, know  better. Thus Hanson 
W. Ba ldw in , w r it in g  about the 
Italo-Greek w ar in  the New Y ork  
Times on November 26. says, “ And 
the heart of the Ita lia n s  is not 
in  i t —except fo r  officers and a 
few picked Fascist troops, the 
Ita lia n  a rm y seems to have no 
illus ions  of the g lory.”

N o t courage but morale, is  the 
decisive fac to r in  the Ita lia n  m il i­
ta ry  defeats. The Ita lia n  sold ier 
—  the d irec t descendant of the 
m agnificent figh ters under G ari­
b a ld i—doesn’t  w ant to figh t in  
th is  w ar. He does not believe I

in  the cause w h ich  his arm s are 
supposed to uphold.

Leland Stowe, in  a dispatch to 
the New Y ork Post of December 
26 describ ing an in te rv ie w  w ith  
Ita lia n  prisoners of w a r in  Greece, 
w rite s :

“ There is an enormous d iffe r ­
ence between the a ttitud e  of o f­
ficers and common soldiers. V i r ­
tu a lly  a ll the officers profess con­
fidence in  and lo ya lty  to Musso­
lin i,  and most of them attem pt to 
ju s t ify  the invasion of Greece. The 
h igher ran k in g  professional m il i ­
ta ris ts  show obedience to the re­
gime and unquestioned pa trio tism . 
Young lieutenants, aggressively 
fascist, are frequently  defiant and 
arrogant, sometimes sneering and 
discourteous.

"On the other hand, the Ita lia n  
soldiers are m ostly a sp iritless, 
p i t i fu l assortment. They are rag­
ged and m iserable, and on ly  a 
few have a vestige o f self-assur­
ance le ft. A ga in  and again, they 
say fra n k ly , ‘We’ve had enough.’

“ They seem to have no shame 
over having th row n  down then- 
weapons. They w ant no th ing  ex­
cept food and fo r the w ar to end 
and to get back to I ta ly . ”

B u t i t  is  mere w ish -th ink ing , 
when the C hurch ills  brand i t  an 
“ Ita lia n  disease.”

I t  is precisely the knowledge 
th a t th is  is no t an exclusive ly 
“ Ita lia n  disease”  w h ich  brought 
fo r th  C h u rc h ill’s recent in c ite ­
m ent o f the Ita lia n s  against Mus­
so lin i— against M usso lin i and not 
against the en tire  ru lin g  class of 
I ta ly . C hurch ill calls fo r  the 
spread in  I ta ly  of a “ m ild ”  “ non- 
in fectious”  fo rm  o f the revo lu tion ­
a ry  "disease,”  one w h ich  would 
leave in ta c t the Ita lia n  Royal fam ­
ily , the a rm y generals, the police 
apparatus, the fascist machine, 
the profiteers and cap ita lis ts  —  
and the hunger and m isery of the 
Ita lia n  masses. Above a ll, a “ dis­
ease”  w h ich  would con ta in  no 
danger of spreading beyond the 
Ita lia n  borders in to  the B r it is h  
Em pire.

F o r w h ile  I ta ly  a t the present 
moment appears most susceptible 
to revo lu tion , conditions in  Eng­
land also indicate no great im ­
m u n ity  to th is  contagion. The 
B r it is h  ru lin g  class fears th is  
more than a thousand m il ita ry  
defeats.

S T R IK E  STRUG G LES 
IN  B R IT A IN

One o f the ind ica tive  symptoms 
tha t the w orkers o f E ngland are 
not too ready to “ sacrifice”  in  the 
in terests of B r it is h  im peria lism , 
is the persistence of s trikes in 
v ita l B r it is h  industries. The news 
o f these s trikes  has managed to 
tr ic k le  th rough the r ig id  B r it is h  
censorship. And they are p a r ti­
c u la r ly  s ign ifican t because they 
are waged in  defiance o f the d ic­
ta to r ia l law  against strikes.

The Neiv Y o rk  Times, December

20, inconspicuously ca rries  the 
fo llo w in g  t in y  item :

“ LONDON, Dec. 10 (U P )— M in ­
is te r of Labor E rnest Bevin told 
the House o f Commons today tha t 
there had been stoppages of w ork  
in  B r it is h  m un itions  factories con­
tra ry  to the legal procedure of 
se ttlin g  disputes. Some of these 
he indicated, were due to  a 'set­
tled po licy ’ of the Com m unists.’

Bevin, on December 17, reported 
844,000 workdays lost in  t lie  firs t 
ten m onths o f 1940 due to strikes, 
— in  a nation in  w h ich  S ir W alter 
C itrine , speaking before the A F L  
convention las t m onth, declared 
the workers had “ v o lu n ta r ily ” 
given up the t ig h t  to s trike .

The New Y ork  Post, December 
17, in  a London dispatch quotes 
t lie  London D a ily  Express as al 
leg ing th a t the “ L iverpoo l docks 
were w o rk in g  a t tw o-th irds  capa 
c ity  due to labor ag ita tio n  and 
lassitude.”

T h is  same dispatch reveals tha t 
the E ng lish  w orkers are not so 
w ill in g  to “ sacrifice”  as C itr ine  
states. Two o f the largest B r it is h  
trade unions, the Confederation 
of S h ipbu ild ing  and E ng ineering  
Unions, w ith  450,000 members, 
and the Am algam ated Eng ineer­
ing  Union, w ith  400,000 members, 
are both m aking  ins is ten t de­
mands fo r wage increases to o ff­
set the enormous price increases.

A  six-day s tr ik e  o f 5,000 gar­
ment w orkers in  Lancashire, Eng­
land, ended on December 27. T iie 
s tr ik e  was ostensib ly over the em­
ploym ent of a non-union w o rke r; 
but t lie  fact tha t i t  was conducted 
in  defiance of a law exacting pe­
nal sentences, shows th a t the 
source of t lie  s tr ik e  was much 
more deep-rooted.

B R IT IS H  “ D E M O C R A C Y ”
P U TS  T H E  S Q U E E ZE  ON

We can expect th a t C hurch ill, 
lik e  M ussolin i, w i l l  sho rtly  be 
forced to denounce the “ hoarders 
and profiteers.”  On December 26. 
the B r it is h  press announced that 
Lord  W oolton, Food M in is te r, i8 
expected to in troduce a fu rth e r 
reduction in  the food ra tions in 
January, 1941. Even the cheapest, 
poorest meat scraps are to be ra ­
tioned, under the new regulations, 
and the present allowance of one 
s h illin g  ten pence (about 35 cents) 
w o rth  o f meat per person per 
week, is to be reduced to one s h il­
lin g  s ix  pence (about 25 cents) 
w orth . This, fo r  the f irs t tim e, 
w i l l  also affect the soldiers, sa il­
ors and airm en, who up to now  
have been pe rm itted  a much la rge r 
allowance than c iv ilians .

More and more, t lie  B r it is h  r u l­
in g  class is in tro du c ing  those ex­
tremes o f exp lo ita tion  w h ich  they 
have h ith e rto  condemned on the 
p a rt o f the Nazi and fasc is t re ­
gimes.

The fo llow ing  item  appeared in  
the N. Y. Post. December 19:

“ LONDON, Dec. 19 (A P )_ B e -

W om en A n d  The Class Struggle
They P lay A Decisive Role In  The Labor Movement

B y M A R Y  D A N T E
The ro le  o f the wom an w o rke r 

has always been a decisive fa c to r 
in  the h is to ry  o f the trade union 
movement. A t  f ir s t  the boss u t i l ­
ized he r as a source o f cheap 
labo r and la te r  to  replace men 
who were engaged in  un ion ac­
t iv it ie s . He used every means 
ava ilab le  to  create h o s t ility  be­
tween men and women workers. 
I t  was no t long before women 
recognized the fa c t th a t they had 
a serious economic problem  to 
solve. Some e ffec tive  means o f 
re s is tin g  the boss was necessary. 
The on ly  answer was organized 
unions such as those the men had.

So we have the daughters o f 
na tive  New  Eng land fa rm ers  in  
Dover, N. H „  1828, organ iz ing one 
o f the f ir s t  w a lkou ts by  women, 
aga ins t wage reductions and 
m on th ly  paym ents. These te x tile  
w orkers organized s tree t parades 
and pro test m eetings to  public ize 
th e ir  demands. W omen te x tile  
w orkers  o f Low e ll published a 
paper in  1845 called the “ Voice 
o f In d u s try .”  T h is  newspaper 
was devoted to  p u b lic iz ing  con­
d itions o f women w orkers  in  the  
te x tile  in d u s try . The m il ita n t o r­
gan iza tion  o f te x t ile  workers 
gave an im petus to  the women 
w orkers  in  the p r in t in g , shoe and 
tobacco trades. Social and educa­
t io n a l ga therings were in itia te d  
by groups o f organized women 
w orkers. These groups became 
centers o f hundreds o f w orkers 
where they spent th e ir  free  tim e.

F o r m any years women were o r­
ganized in to  separate loca l unions 
w ith  no na tiona l o r in te rn a tio n a l 
a ff ilia tio n s . T h is  was on ly  be­
cause they  were re fused en try  
in to  the  in te rn a tio n a l unions o f 
the. men w orkers. Recognizing the 
significance o f the  se lf-o rgan iza­
t io n  o f the  women w orkers and

the ro le  the y  began to p lay  in  
the  labo r movement, the K n ig h ts  
o f Labor, in  1881, adm itted  
women in to  th e ir  organ iza tion . 
Years la te r, 1918, the  A F L  ad­
m itte d  women in to  a ll th e ir  na­
tio n a l and in te rna tiona l unions.

Women, un ited  w ith  men, have 
con tribu ted th e ir  share o f hard 
w o rk  and sacrifice to  the  organ­
iza tion  o f m any unions, some o f 
w h ich  today are among the 
s trongest in  the A m erican labor 
movement.

The ten hour day, then the 
e igh t hour day, labo r leg is la tion , 
h igher wages and b e tte r condi­
tions enjoyed by w orkers  today, 
are the re s u lt o f the m il ita n t  
s trugg les o f men and women 
w orkers. W omen alongside o f the 
men faced tea r gas and machine 
guns o f the bosses’ police on the 
p icket lines. O thers were sent to  
prison because o f th e ir  m il ita n t  
action d u rin g  s trikes.

T hrough  such experience the 
w o rk in g  woman also began to 
take an active  p a r t in  po litics . 
Increased exp lo ita tion , con tin ­
uous s trugg les w ith  the boss, 
seeing the arm ed forces o f the 
governm ent in  action  aga inst the 
w orkers, opened her eyes to  the 
rea l m eaning o f th is  so-called 
“ dem ocratic”  system o f govern­
ment. Such m a te ria l forces as 
these im pelled he r tow a rd  the 
w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l pa rties  
and aw ay fro m  the “ dem ocratic”  
pa rties  o f the boss.

The im portance o f the woman 
in  the  home to  the w o rk in g  class 
movement, is  no less tha n  th a t 
o f the  wom an in  the  fac to ry . 
M a rriage  is no escape fro m  the 
problem  o f earn ing a liv in g . Gone 
are the days— i f  they ever ex­
isted— when a wom an can say 
th a t she is go ing  to  be m arried  
and w i l l  n o t have to  w o rry  any

more because she is secure. 
W hether as the w ife  o f a w o rke r 
o r as a wom an in  the  fac to ry , 
she is ju s t  as much an in te g ra l 
p a r t o f the w o rk in g  class. In  i t  
her in te rest lies and she m ust 
f ig h t fo r  its  em ancipation. M ore 
than ever, as a w ife , she con­
s ta n tly  finds he rse lf a ffected 
d ire c tly  o r in d ire c tly  by the  suc­
cesses and fa ilu re s  o f the trade 
union and labo r movem ent as a 
whole. She and he r ch ild ren  w il l  
a lways be a ffected by the wage 
cuts and w o rk in g  conditions o f 
her husband.

D u rin g  a s tr ik e  in  w h ich  her 
husband is involved her ro le  is 
doubly im p ortan t. The m orale of 
the  s tr ik e r  depends much on the 
understand ing and cooperation o f 
h is w ife . She m ust stand firm  be­
h ind the  s triker-husband and 
g ive  h im  courage to  c a rry  on his 
s trugg le  aga inst the boss in  o r­
der to g ive  her and the ch ild ren 
a be tte r life .

The boss doesn’t  care one b it  
about the w e lfa re  o f the w o rke r’s 
w ife  and fa m ily . D u rin g  a s tr ik e  
he w i l l  suddenly d isp lay a p re ­
tended in te res t in  them  in  order 
to persuade the w ife  to  make 
her husband re tu rn  to  w o rk , thus 
us ing her as a means to  break 
the s tr ike . The movies, church, 
schools and even personal con­
ta c t are the ins trum en ts  a v a il­
able to  the boss to  use in  con­
ta c tin g  w o rke rs ’ fam ilies .

E ve ry  w ife  should understand 
and have confidence in  w h a t the 
s tr ik e r  is f ig h tin g  fo r .  H e r place 
is  w ith  h im  on. the p icke t line  
and a t the un ion headquarters. 
A t  s tr ik e  headquarters there are 
any num ber o f th in gs  the  w ives 
can do. A rra n g in g  mass meet­
ings, m oney-ra is ing  a ffa irs , o r­
gan iz ing  food and c lo th in g  com­
m ittees, are on ly  a fe w  o f the

th in gs  the housew ife can do in  
a s trike .

W e c ite  a fe w  examples o f the 
m il ita n t  w o rk  o f housewives d u r­
in g  past s tr ike s : In  Passaic T ex­
t i le  s tr ike , 1926-7, the housewives 
organized in to  the “ Council of 
W ork ing-c lass Housewives,”  to  
w h ich members belonged and con­
tr ib u te d  fro m  a ll over the  na­
tion . These women set up ch ild ­
ren ’s k itchens fro m  w h ich  500 
ch ild ren  a day were fed. On the 
p icke t lines the wives took thei> 
share o f p icke t du ty .

In  the g re a t steel s tr ik e  in  
G ary  Ind iana, the  wives and 
daughters o f s tr ik e rs  organized 
and m arched en masse to  the 
steel m ills  and helped persuade 
the no n -s trike rs  to  jo in  the s trike . 
They organized house-to-house 
groups to  contact w ives o f these 
men and gained sym pathy fo r  the 
s tr ik e  fro m  m any o f th e ir  w ives. 
In  M othe r Jones’ au tob iography 
she te lls  o f the v a lia n t woTk o f 
the w ives o f m iners d u rin g  
strikes.

In  a society o f class con flic ts , 
women in the fac to ries  and in  the 
homes m ust take th e ir  place in  
the ranks o f the w orking-class. 
T hey  m ust recognize the unions 
as the m ost e ffec tive  E C O N ­
O M IC  weapon o f the workers.

T om orrow  she w i l l  s t a n d  
alone, th a t is w h y  today the 
woman m us t learn . Tom orrow  
she w i l l  be the  w o rke r in  the 
fa c to ry , suppo rting  her fa m ily  
t r y in g  to  earn a m eagre liv in g  
w h ile  the boss squeezes every 
ounce o f energy fro m  her. Be­
cause tom orrow  the men w i l l  be 
taken fro m  th e ir  homes and 
fam ilies , th ro w n  in to  the armed 
forces o f the  bosses governm ent 
and sent ou t to  die once again 
on the battle fie lds.

tween 30,000 and 40,000 B r it is h  
women w i l l  have to w o rk  in  the 
fields next year to keep ag ricu l­
tu ra l production up to present 
standards, M in is te r o f A g r ic u ltu re  
Hudson said today. There are 
now 9,000 B r it is h  women land 
workers.”

The com pulsory to il in  the fields 
invoked against the w o rk ing  wom ­
en of Nazi Germany is here fore­
cast fo r  “ dem ocratic”  England.

A  Colum bia Broadcast corres­
pondent, L a r ry  Lesueur, in  a 
broadcast from  London, December 
12, stated th a t L ive rpoo l shipown­
ers "com pla in  tha t the  young 
doekworlters have been drafted 
in to  the a rm y and they are ask­
ing th a t the w orkers re tu rn  in  the 
form o f f ly in g  squads of soldiers 
to un load ships under m il ita ry  
discip line.

“ Ship owners also would lik e  
to have about 3,000 more workers 
around the ports to create a res­
erve o f men and com petition fo r  
iobs, but n a tu ra lly  the unions are 
against th is .”

These representatives of the 
B r it is h  ru l in g  class are asking 
in  o ther words, fo r  slave workers, 
to il in g  a t the po in t o f a bayonet; 
and fo r  perm anent unemployed 
reserves to hold as a th rea t 
against the employed workers. In  
th is  is revealed the rea l “ war 
aim s”  of the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts ,— 
aim s w h ich  d iffe r  not. a w h it  in  
k ind  from  those o f the German 
capita lists.

G L A R IN G  E X T R E M E S  
B E T W E E N  R IC H  A N D  POOR

W hile  the Lancashire garm ent 
s tr ike rs  were whipped back to 
w ork w ith  prison threats, the New 
York Times on December 22, pub­
lished the fo llow ing : 

"M A N C H E S TE R , England, Dec. 
22 (U P )— Corporate pro fits  of 
Lancashire's cotton spinners th is  
year w i l l  be the largest since 1921, 
a U nited Press survey disclosed 
today.”

M ilo  M. Thompson, ch ie f of the 
Associated Press London Bureau, 
who has ju s t returned from  Eng­
land, describes the lu x u ry  and 
com forts of the bomb shelters fo r 
the rich  in  London, such as tha t 
of the Savoy Hote l, and contrasts 
it  w ith  those fo r the o rd in a ry  peo­
ple. The r ich  sleep in  “ the beds 
of lu x u ry  you read about in  the 
m attress advertisem ents.”  They 
have dance floors, orchestras and 
bars. There is no crow ding; a ll 
the com forts of home and a ris toc­
ra tic  club are there.

“ The ever present nurses and 
nhysicians in  such places add to 
the fee ling of security. I t  is  easy 
there to fo rge t the hundreds o f 
thousands cramped in  th e ir  c h ill 
Anderson shelters, the m illio n s  
who sleep in  o rd in a ry  basements, 
and the great a rm y o f those who 
are glad to have concrete subway 
p la tform s or the cobblestones un­
der the arches below them  i f  on ly 
they are safe from  the death and 
dismemberment ra ined f r o m  
above.”  (New Y ork  Post, Dec. 23).

P O V E R T Y  FO R  N O W ; 
PRO M ISES FOR L A T E R

I t  is  a sign of the complete de­
generation and incapacity  of the 
B rit is h  ru lin g  class tha t i t  per­
m its  th is  fan tastic  spectacle to 
go on. F u tu re  h is to rians w i l l  re ­
cord th a t no t a ll the previous 
contrasts between ric h  and poor 
drove the B r it is h  masses toward 
revo lu tion  as much as did the 
luxu rious  underground p l a y ­
ground shelters of the rich .

N or is i t  th a t the B r it is h  r u l­
in g  class is unaware of the dan­
ger. Every week H aro ld  J. Laski, 
Raymond Postgate and other “ la ­
bor”  supporters of the w a r w a il 
in The T rib u n e : “ We wonder i f  
Mr. C h u rch ill is  aware tha t. In 
ip ite  o f a ll the ta lk , there is no 
. . . .  evacuation scheme . . .  no- 
improvements of shelters . . . The 
outcome o f the w ar m ay w e ll de­
pend on the speed and efficiency 
of adequate she lte ring  . . . ”  B u t 
to no purpose. The ru lin g  class 
continues to rhum ba a t the Savoy.

However, the ru lin g  class is 
pe rfectly  w ill in g  to make prom ­
ises.

C hurch ill, on December 18, 
speaking a t H arrow , exclusive 
school fo r  the B r it is h  upper 
classes, declared th a t "the  advan­
tages and priv ileges w h ich  h ith ­
erto have been enjoyed on ly  by 
the few sha ll be fa r  more w ide ly  
shared” — when the w a r is over.

H itle r ,  a few weeks ago, stated 
th a t he w i l l  in troduce the “ perfect 
socia list state” — when the w ar is 
over.

Thus i t  is, th a t each in  tu rn , 
offers the benefits of a m ild  inno- 
cu la tion  of “ socia lism ,”  to offest 
the dread “ plague,”  the w orkers ’ 
revo lu tion.

B u t the innocu la tion  w i l l  not 
work. The “ Ita lia n  disease”  w i l l  
spread.

W ar and revo lu tion— they were 
in ex trica b ly  connected in  1917.

I t  took three years, the last 
tim e, fo r  the firs t rum b lings of 
revo lt. I t  w i l l  not take th a t long 
th is  tim e !

Why Browder & Co. 
Now Yell For 
U.S.--USSR Amity
S ta lin ’s general s ta ff appears now to be con­

vinced th a t Germany cannot, successfully invade 
B r ita in . T h is  is the conclusion to be draw n from  
the la test a rtic le  estim a ting  the m il ita ry  develop­
ments signed— lik e  most o f the previous ones—• 
by “ Colonel V asilyev,”  published in T rud, and 
cabled from  Moscow to the S ta lin is t press here.

H ad G erm any launched an invasion la s t Sum 
mer, im m edia te ly a fte r the F rench defeat, says 
the artic le , (D a ily  W orker, Dec. 29) “ there is 
ha rd ly  any doubt th a t they (the Germans) w ou ld  
ro u t E ng land ’s arm ed forces in  com para tive ly  
sho rt tim e. However, Germany a t th a t tim e  evi­
den tly  considered herself unprepared fo r the oper­
ations against E ng lish  te r r ito ry  w ith  the aid  o f 
land forces . . . ”

As fo r  the present s itua tion , the a rtic le  says:
“ L a te ly  the  question o f invasion o f Eng land 

has again been the subject o f liv e ly  discussions. 
E s tim a tin g  the s itua tion  in  the Anglo-German 
theater of m il ita ry  operations, one draws the con­
clusion th a t irrespective o f the methods o f con­
duct o f the w a r by Germany, the s trugg le w i l l  
re ta in  a pro tracted character.”

W hich is a cautious and d ip lom atic  w ay of say­
in g  th a t Germ any cannot succeed, in  the estim a­
tio n  of Soviet m il ita ry  experts.

German ae ria l w arfare, says the  a rtic le , “ d id  
not achieve decisive resu lts.”

N e ithe r is- Germ any succeeding in  her attack’ 
on B r it is h  com m unications lines: “ In  sp ite  o f the 
fact th a t the losses o f the B r it is h  m erchant flee t 
are ‘severe,’ the to ta l tonnage of B r it is h  m erchant 
vessels nevertheless exceeds t lie  required m in ­
im um .”

“ B u t B r it is h  successes,”  the a rtic le  concludes, 
“ cannot ye t be called the  tu rn in g  p o in t in  the  
course o f the w ar.”  I t  is  clear, however, th a t 
th is  Soviet a rtic le  considers th a t th a t tu rn in g  
po in t is lik e ly .

In  th is  estim ate o f the w a r by Soviet m il ita ry  
au tho ritie s  we have the clue to the suddenly- 
launched campaign o f the Com m unist P a rty  and 
its  front-m en fo r A m erican "fr ie n d sh ip  w ith  the  
Soviet U n ion.”  A  le tte r by Corliss Lam ont to  the 
New Y ork  Times, u rg in g  a Soviet-U. S. rapproche­
ment, speeches by B row der and Foster cau tiously  
launch ing the same lin e — th is  is p repa ra tion  fo r  
a new tu rn  by S ta lin  back toward the “ democ­
racies.”  B u t as long as H it le r  has his teeth, S ta lin  
w i l l  rem ain respectfu lly  ready fo r  new deals lik e  
the p a rtit io n  o f Poland.

S ta lin is t preparations fo r  a possible new tu rn  
in  the U n ited States are a lready evident in  the 
slogans raised here on m il i ta ry  questions. In  
B r ita in  and its  colonies the S ta lin is ts  are u ltra - 
rad ica l. F o r example, in  Canada the Young Com­
m un is t League recently issued a m anifesto w h ich  
says to dra fted men: “ Trainees, fo rm  camp com­
m ittees, to protect you r da ily  in terests . . . F ig h t 
against the fascist o fficers’ clique in  the arm y...,”
( D a ily  W orker, Dec. 15).

In  the U h ited  States, however, no slogans re ­
m ote ly resem bling th is  are raised. Here there 
is not a wh isper o f sold iers’ committees from  the 
S ta lin is ts . A fte r  a ll, the U n ited States is the 
unquestioned dom inant figure among the “ democ­
racies," and the one w h ich  S ta lin  w i l l  have to 
court, i f  Germany loses the in it ia t iv e  in  the w ar.

One Sabotage Case 
They're Not Pushing

There’s been lots o f ta lk  about labor’s "sabot­
age”  of the w ar program , bu t here’s one s to ry  
o f sabotage tha t they haven’t  been y e llin g  about.

F o r t  S ill, Oklahoma, was fo r  a few  years the  
home o f the A rm y ’s F ie ld  A r t i l le r y  School. The 
s ite  was considered un sa tis fa c to ry  as the years 
w ent by. I t  was an area o f subnorm al ra in  fa ll,  
and the water shortage was ge tting  worse w ith  
the years. B u t the school had a norm al ga rrison  
o f  about 3,400 men, th e ir  w a te r supp ly  could be 
supplemented by b r in g in g  in  water, and the usual 
in e rt ia  of the a rm y kept the school there. B u t 
the s itua tion  was conceded to be bad.

Yet, in  September, when the F o rty -fifth  Na­
tio n a l Guard D iv is ion , com pris ing Oklahoma, A r i ­
zona, Colorado, New Mexico and Arkansas, was 
ordered to active du ty, an aston ish ing th in g  hap­
pened. F o r t S ill was selected as the s ite fo r  the 
D iv is io n ’s  ten t camp! E very  a rm y officer who 
knew h is  business knew the troub le w ith  F o r t 
S il l— but nevertheless i t  became the site fo r  the 
te n t camp w h ich was eventua lly  to house some
30.000 to 40,000 men.

A  to ta l o f 8,500 men and officers were sent 
in to  camp. C onstruction was started on hosp ita l 
bu ild ings, recreation halls, u tilit ie s , etc. The camp 
was prepared w ith  much labor to house more than
21.000 men in  sho rt order. W ork  w ent on. Soon 
the num ber in  camp reached 14,000 soldiers. To 
make a long s to ry  short, the ten t camp— its  cost 
is estim ated a t $5,000,000-—was w e ll on the way 
to com pletion, and m any ad d itiona l pro jects con­
nected w ith  i t  were completed.

F in a lly , in  mid-December-—i. e., nearly  three 
and a h a lf m onths a fte r the camp was selected—  
the w ater s itua tion  became so bad th a t the camp 
had to he abandoned. The D iv is ion  w i l l  be trans­
ferred to Abilene, Texas— as soon as a ten t camp 
lias been constructed there.

A  crew o f Oklahoma businessmen are a t the  
bottom of it .  They stood to ga in and d id  ga in  
from  the selection of F o rt S ill.  They had friends 
among the officers who had a say in  it .  They’re 
no t weeping about the “ m istake,”  they made 
p len ty  out o f it .

There are no in d ig n a n t artic les  in  the press 
about F o rt S ill.  Nobody is po in tin g  the finger, 
o f in d ig na tion  a t those Oklahoma businessmen.

Can you im agine w hat would happen i f  a trade; 
un ion made an honest m istake which cost one p e i 
cent o f w ha t th is  F o r t S il l spree cost?
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FIGHT WITH THE 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT;
F o r:
1. M ilita ry  train ing of workers, financed by the gov­

ernment, under control of the trade unions.
2. The establishment of special officers’ tra in ing  

camps, financed by the government and controlled 
by the trade unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

3. Confiscation of all war profits— all company books 
to be open for trade union inspection.

4. Expropriation of all w ar industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. Trade union wages fo r all workers drafted into the 
army.

6. F u ll equality for Negroes in the armed forces—  
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end to secret diplomacy.
8. A  peoples’ referendum on any and all wars.

AT HOME:
F o r:
1. A  job and decent living for every worker.
2. T h irty -th irty — $30 weekly minimum wage— 30 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
3. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.
4. F u ll social, political and economic equality for the 

Negro people.
5. W orkers Defense Guards against vigilante and 

fascist attacks.
6. A  twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and 

housing program to provide jobs fo r the unem­
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
8. A n Independent Labor P arty based on the Trade 

Unions.
9. A  W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Government.

Roosevelt1 s Speech
President Roosevelt’s "fireside chat”  last Sun­

day night was the equivalent o f a m ilita ry  engage­
ment of considerable magnitude. Roosevelt, pro­
ponent of measures "short of war" to aid Britain, 
in  this speech went up almost to the final point 
short of an actual declaration of war in aligning 
this country on the world war front.

Roosevelt dropped all diplomatic pretenses 
as far as the fundamental issues were concerned. 
He served notice on the Axis that U. S. imperial­
ism regards itself as the prime object of the tr i-  
powered Axis alliance. He ruled out any question 
of a “ negotiated” peace and in doing so accepted 
on behalf of American imperialism the gage 
thrown down by German imperialism, which has 
already indicated that it  likewise regards this war 
as an “ all-or-nothing”  affair.

To the American people, the president o f­
fered only the thinnest of pious hopes that this 
country w ill be spared from war. He made it  clear 
that when he talks about "peace”  he actually means 
the "peace”  that w ill ensue only when the German 
forces have been defeated by force o f arms. His 
speech was, in effect, a call for expediting U. S. 
industrial mobilization in preparation for the ap­
proaching, greater battles of the war.

He said he wanted to keep us, our children, 
and our grand-children "out of a last-ditch war.”  
F irm  alliances now to Britain, he implied, would 
enable us to fight that war one ditch removed, 
rather than at the last ditch.

“ The United Slates,”  he said, "has no right 
or reason to encourage talk of peace until the day 
shall come when there is a clear intention on the 
part o f the aggressor nations to abandon all 
thought of dominating or conquering the world.”

It is clear that these "aggressor nations”  w ill 
be brought to such abandonment only by the pres­
sure of superior m ilita ry  force. It is equally clear 
that Roosevelt is declaring that either Germany 
dominates the world or the United States domin­
ates the world. He quoted H itler as declaring there 
could be no compromise in this struggle, and he 
definitely accepted the challege. It is now merely 
a question of the tempo at which the country can 
be prepared and finally plunged into the conflict.

Roosevelt, representing the real masters o f this 
country, has thus told us several things as plainly 
as he dares at this stage:

1. This country is before long to plunge into 
a war that has world-domination as its slake.

2. Even now this country is no more neutral 
than Ita ly  was before it  entered on German vs  
side last June. The New York Times found a 
phrase to describe our present position: i t  is not 
merely "non-belligerence.”  I t  is now "dynamic 
non-belligerence.”  In plain language this means

we are one brief step removed from the status of 
an out-and-out belligerent.

3. Roosevelt warned in plain language that 
American labor is to be yoked, and yoked right 
now, to the w;ar wheels of the bosses. He expects 
the war arms drive to proceed, he said, “ without 
interruption by strikes or lockouts.”  He also, i t  is 
true, chided industrialists who are extracting dol­
lar for dollar against plant expansion. W ith them, 
as we know, the government deals in terms o f con­
cessions. But with labor, it  w ill increasingly deal 
w ith an iron hand.

4. Finally, Roosevelt warned that the arms 
drive w ill o f necessity involve a lowering of our 
standard of living. This is the real meaning of his 
remark that industries producing consumer goods 
w ill yield, i f  need be, to conversion of their plants 
into war material producing units.

The United States is no longer merely on Ihe 
road to war. The United States is at war. This is 
the premise from which all thought, all action 
must now proceed.

We are for an irreconcilable struggle by the 
labor movement in defense of its rights and its 
needs, in wartime as in peacetime. Precisely for 
that reason, we don’t want to hear any more mud­
dleheaded and cowardly speeches from labor 
"statesmen”  about the unfairness o f the govern­
ment doing this or that to the labor movement “ in 
peacetime." No, i t ’s not peacetime. Let us face this 
fact openly, and go on from there.

Stalin's New Life
One of the first fruits of Stalinist pamphleteer­

ing for the new year is a little  pamphlet entitled 
“ Soviet Jews—A New Way of Life,”  issued by 
IGOR, the Stalinist "mass”  organization which, 
since Biro-Bidjan was created in 1928, has been 
singing its virtues. Incidentally, it is not accidental 
that the cover of this new pamphlet shows an 
idyllic  picture of happy Jewish collective farm­
ers in th e . . .  Crimea. For, after thirteen years of 
state-sponsored Jewish colonization in Biro-Bidjan, 
even the Stalinist statistics o f this pamphlet claim 
only a Jewish population there "in  the neighbor­
hood of 50,000.”  During that period, 1COR has 
raised in the capitalist world on behalf of the 
Jews of Biro-Bidjan, enough money to buy a col­
lective farm for each of those “ in the neighbor­
hood of 50,000.”

Never mind how few Jews live in Biro-Bidjan. 
It is more important to appreciate the “ new way 
of life,”  which this pamphlet describes so warmly. 
Such breadth, such universality of culture! Take, 
for example, the sub-section o f this pamphlet en­
titled, “ German Refugees and the Soviet Union.”  
The interlocutor is speaking to representative 
Soviet Jews, and asks them, “ But don't you think 
you Soviet Jews should appeal to your govern­
ment to allow the German Jews to come in?”

"We don't want them here,”  was the answer.
Then, just to make sure you get the point that 

this is not just an individual’s answer, nor merely 
a Jewish answer, the interlocutor goes on: “ Do 
you Soviet Jews oppose their admission?”  That 
provides the springboard for an authoritative 
declaration:

"When I say ‘we’, I mean all of us, not just 
Jews. The German Jews are almost all bourgeois or 
bourgeois-minded. They hate us. A fter they got 
here they’d only make trouble for us and for them­
selves. Let them go to Palestine or America."

And even that isn’ t enough. The interlocutor 
again speaks: ‘T in  sure after what they’ve gone 
through they’d be grateful for a haven.”  Where­
upon the voice of the Soviet “ new way of life ”  
answers:

"O nly until they’ve had a hot bath and had 
their bellies fu l l . . .W e  can do without them.”

So this is how they talk in "a new way of life.”
And this horrible, swinish outlook is brazenly 

peddled by Stalin, satellite of H itler, in the name 
of the Soviet Union, that is to say, in the name 
of the October Revolution!

Halifax Is Real
There has been a quitc-understandable awk­

wardness in the press comment on the appoint­
ment of Lord Halifax as Brita in ’s ambassador to 
the United States; an awkwardness which, in the 
case of the labor and liberal press has turned into 
downright embarassment. For no editorial agility 
can successfully fit Lord Halifax into the current 
myth of a “ transformed,”  "socialist,”  "labor-led” 
England. When editorial ag ility  attempts the task, 
you get some really weird results, as witness these 
unbelievable sentences from The Nation:

"U n til his unfortunate appointment as Foreign 
Secretary, Lord Halifax had enjoyed a reputation 
as an enlightened Lory, and as Viceroy of India 
he had shown an unprecedented breadth of imag­
ination. We hope the American atmosphere w ill 
assist the resurrection of the Halifax of the twent­
ies.”  That is to say', of the Halifax who was ruth­
less dictator over four hundred m illion unwilling 
inhabitants of India. I f  you want the details, just 
look up The Nation of the twenties.

The liberals might as well reconcile themselves 
to many an embarassed moment, when Lord H ali­
fax gets here. 'T he lovely haze created by reading 
Harold J. L.aski and listening to Sir Walter Citrine 
is apt to be rudely' rent in many spots, for Halifax, 
true representative of the British ruling class and 
not of its labor flunkies, is as real as hell. As real 
as those subway “ shelters”  in which the workers 
of London are packed in, while their betters dine, 
dance and sleep in luxurious underground palaces.

How Stalin Celebrated 
The 23rd Anniversary

Not One Mention of the Fight Against Fascism Was Included 
Among the 43 Slogans Issued For the November 7th Ceremony

B y JO H N  G. W R IG H T
On the occasion o f the Twenty- 

T h ird  A nn ive rsary  of the October 
Revolution, S ta lin  p roh ib ited  the 
ra is ing  of a single anti-fascist, slo­
gan in  the Soviet Union. L ikew ise 
taboo were any and a ll a n ti-w a r 
or a n ti- im p e ria lis t slogans. As a 
m atter o f fact, the mere m ention 
of fascism, war, im peria lism , v ic ­
tim s of fascism, colonial peoples, 
class-war prisoners, refugees, was 
proscribed. In  the 42 o ffic ia l slo­
gans issued by the K re m lin  fo r 
the November 7th celebrations, 
cap ita lism  itse lf, le t alone the 
bourgeoisie, is  not referred to d i­
rectly .

The sole m ention o f the world 
s itua tion  was contained in  the fo l­
low ing  slogan: "Long  L ive  the 
Foreign Policy of the Soviet Gov­
ernm ent! The policy of Peace 
Between Peoples and A ssuring 
the S ecurity of Our F a the rlan d !”  
In  o ther words: Long L ive  the 
H itle r-S ta lin  pact!

Even such a r itu a lis t ic  slogan 
repeated fo r years as “ Long L ive  
the Soviet Power in  the Whole 
W o rld !”  was om itted in  1940.

In  1935, at the beginning of the 
“ People’s F ro n t”  po licy—remem­
ber?— the slogans issued by Sta- 
liu  fo r the E ighteenth A nn ive r­
sary included:. “ Our F lam ing  
Greetings to the P ro le tarians and 
T o ile rs of France, the Vanguard 
F igh te rs  Aga inst Fascism, Against 
Im p e ria lis t W a r !"  In  1940—s il­
ence.-

Also, in  1935, "B o lshev ik  Greet­
ings to the R evolu tionary Prole­
ta r ia t of Germ any! Long L ive  the 
H ero ic  Com m unist P arty  of Ger­
m any! Long L ive  Comrade THA- 
E LM A N N ! Le t Us Tear H im  
F rom  the Clutches of the Fascist 
H angm en!”  In  1940, the K re m lin  
was too busy shaking the hands 
o f Fascist d ip lom ats to w o rry  
about Thaelm ann, the German 
Com m unist Party , the Spanish 
people, o r any o ther v ic tim s  of 
S ta lin ’s treacherous and fa ta l pol­
icies.

In  1935 the K re m lin , w h ile  sell­
in g  o il to M ussolin i, s t i l l  remem­
bered to send greetings to the 
“ Popular Masses o f Abyssinia, 
Courageously Defending T h e ir In ­
dependence.”  China then received 
two greetings: 1) "F ra te rn a l Greet­
ings to the Heroic W ork in g  Class 
and a ll the T o iiin g  Masses of 
China. Long L ive  the Communist 
P a rty  of C h in a !” ; 2) “ The Im ­
pe ria lis ts  are D iv id in g  and E n­
s lav ing China! Greetings to the 
Chinese People F ig h tin g  fo r  T he ir 
Em ancipation and Independence!”  
In  1940, the colonial peoples are 
beneath the K re m lin ’s notice.

In  1935 so many slogans against 
Fascism were launched th a t to 
rea lly  do them justice we would 
have to re p rin t en tire  issues of 
Pravda  (no t to m ention the D aily  
W orker). Le t the fo llow ing  suf­
fice: “ Fascism is the Most Savage 
Offensive of C apita lism  Aga inst 
the T o ilin g  Masses!” ; “ Fascism 
— th is  Means W ar of Aggress­
io n !” ; “ Fascism—T h is  Means 
H u n g e r, Poverty, M ise ry !” ; 
“ Down W ith  Fascism! Down 
W ith  C a p ita lism !” ; “ Fuse In to  a 
Single United F ro n t For the 
S truggle Aga inst Fascism —  The 
B itte re s t Enemy of A ll Peoples!" 
and so fo rth , and so on. In  1940— 
silence.

W hat, then, was the content of 
the 42 slogans o f the K re m lin  in  
1940? I t  was m ostly “ greetings.”  
Thus, the workers, engineers and 
technicians o f Ferrous and Non- 
Ferrous M eta llu rgy received greet­
ings w ith  an in ju n c tio n : "F ig h t 
to Increase the Production of Me­
ta l! F ig h t fo r its  Q u a lity !”  The 
workers, engineers, etc. of the Ma­
chine B u ild in g  In d u s try  were 
greeted:— More and B e tter Ma­
ch ine ry ! W orkers, etc. of the 
Fuel and E le c tr ic  Indus tries  — 
More and Better Fuel! More and 
Better E le c tr ic  Energy! W orkers, 
etc. of the Chemical in d u s try  — 
More Chemicals! W orkers, etc. of 
the B u ild in g  Trades, B u ild  More- 
and Better, and Cheaper! W ork ­
ers, etc. of the L ig h t and T ex tile  
Industries— “ More Calico, S ilk , 
C loth, Knitgoods, Footwear, and 
C lo th ing  fo r the C itizens o f the 
Soviet L a n d !”  W orkers, etc. of 
State and Cooperative Trade Net­
w o rk— "B e tte r Service to the So­
v ie t Consum er!”  “ F ig h t For C ul­
tu ra l Soviet Trade in  C ity  and 
C o u n try !”  Etcetera. (Pravda, No­
vember 4, 1940).

N or were the collective farm ers 
forgotten. They got greetings, 
too, w ith  orders fo r  bigger and 
better crops, and, in  pa rticu la r, 
more meat.

A F E W  S T IF F  D E M A N D S  
A R E  IN C O R P O R A TE D

A nother set o f slogans dispensed 
w ith  greetings and s im p ly  raised 
“ demands” : 1) “ Create M ig h ty  
State Labor Reserves fo r  Indus­
t r y  and T ra n sp o rt!”  In  other 
words, Long L iv e  the October 2nd 
Laws In s t itu t in g  C h ild Labor in 
the Soviet U n ion ! 2) “ The S trug­
gle A ga inst Laggards and Disor- 
ganizers of P roduction is the 
Struggle fo r  S trengthen ing the 
M igh t of Our Fatherland and Its  
Red A rm y. Long L ive  Labor D is­
c ip line  and E xem pla ry Order in 
the Enterprises o f Our Father- 
la n d !”  In  o ther words, the w o rk ­

ers were to ld  to give three cheers 
fo r the June 26 labor laws w h ich  
enslaved them, and w h ich  they 
are b itte r ly  opposing.

The l is t  of “ Long-L ive”  slogans 
is too long to exhaust. A  few w il l  
suffice:

1) Long L ive  the Soviet Trade 
Unions! (purged in  J u ly ) .

2) Long L ive  the Komsomols! 
(purged in  J u ly ) .

3) Long L iv e  Our W ork in g  
Class! (chained to the factories).

4) Long L ive  the Collective 
Peasantry! ( fa ile d  to fu l f i l l  quo­
tas o f g ra in  de liveries to the 
state).

5) Long L ive  the Soviet In te l­
lectuals! (now being purged).

6) Long L ive  the Com m unist 
P arty  o f the Soviet U nion! (now  
being purged, w ith  the mass 
purge scheduled to be consum­
mated by February la , lO .'il, when 
the E ighteenth  P a rty  Conference 
convenes.)

TW O  S IG N IF IC A N T  SLO G ANS 
TO E X A M IN E

There are, however, two slo­
gans among the 42 th a t m e rit  spe­
c ia l. notice. F irs t, there is the 
ra the r unexpected and sudden re­
ference to "O ur Socia list Espion­
age Service— the C H E K A ,”  in  con­
nection w ith  a slogan w h ich  calls 
fo r  the streng then ing of the Red 
A rm y. The Cheka, as is w e ll 
known, was o r ig in a lly  organized 
in  the period o f the C iv il W ar. 
The K re m lin ’s secret police were 
firs t labelled the GPU and then 
renamed the N K V D  because the 
o ther name had become so abhor­
rent. W hy th is  re tu rn  in  1940 to 
the ChekaT Is  i t  to s tr ik e  greater 
te rro r among the populace? Or 
is i t  a d irec t th rea t th a t police- 
te rro r is to be in tensified and 
supplemented by m a rtia l courts? 
Undoubtedly, both the one and 
the other.

The second slogan fo llow s ver­
ba tim :

“ L e t U s U n fo ld  the C ritic ism  
o f O ur Inadequacies! L e t Us 
S trengthen S t il l M ore the  M ig h t 
and O rganized Power o f O ur 
S ta te !”

Now, on the surface th is  may 
seem on ly  an innocuous incan ta­
tion  o f S ta lin ’s “ Bolshevik Self- 
C ritic is m ” — but i t  is  no th ing  of 
the sort. T h is  om inous slogan 
qu ite  c learly  demands a greater 
cen tra liza tion  o f power, and a fu r ­
the r ' ‘s treng then ing ’’ o f the to ta ­
lita r ia n  apparatus. A l l  “ critic i- 
ism ”  has been “ u n fo ld ing ”  p re­
cisely in  th is  d irec tion . The com­
ing weeks w il l  reveal ju s t how 
S ta lin  proposes to re inforce in  h is 
own two hands the “ M igh t and 
Organized Power of Our State.”

They Honor John Reed—  

And Suppress His Book
CAM BRIDGE, Mass. — W illia m  

Z. (Z igzag) Foster, cha irm an of 
the Com m unist P arty , spoke at a 
M em orial A nn ive rsary  m eeting 
fo r John Reed, H arvard  alumnus 
and Am erican revo lu tion is t, au­
tho r of the great eyewitness chro­
nicle of the Russian Revolution. 
“ Ten Days T ha t Shook The 
W orld .”

F o llow ing  Foster’s eulogy of the 
great John Reed, several people 
took the floo r fo r questions.

They inqu ired  how the speaker 
could praise John Reed, and bask 
in h is tra d itio n , when John Reed’s 
book is banned in  the Soviet Un­
ion and suppressed by the S ta lin ­
ists everywhere else.

A no ther question pu t to Foster 
was: “ Isn ’t  i t  also true th a t you 
wrote an extensive w ork  in  1921, 
fo llow ing  a v is it  to the Soviet 
Union, en titled  ‘The Russion Re­
vo lu tion ’ ? And isn ’t, i t  also true  
th a t you w ent John Heed one bet­
te r by fa il in g  to m ention S ta lin ’s 
name, even once, w h ile  w r it in g  a 
special commendatory b iograph i­
cal sketch o f T ro tsky? ”

Foster answered b rie fly — the at­
mosphere was ge tting  too warm  
to pro long (lie  meeting. I t  was 
true, he opined, John Itecd bad 
overestimated T ro tsky, as bad 
others ( i. e. h im se lf).

Foster “ fo rgo t”  to add tha t 
Reed’s book bore an in troduc tion  
w r itte n  by Len in—who also seem­
ed to have shared Reed’s "e r­
rors.”

In  1937 the London News Chro­
nicle sought perm ission from  (lie 
Communist P arty  of Great. B r ita in  
lo  rep rin t se ria lly  John Reed’s 
"Ten D ays  T ha t Shook I be W orld .-’ 
W hat happened was reported as 
fo llow s in  the London Evening 
Standard, Nov. 12, 1937:

“ T h is  contem porary account 
o f the  Bolshevist up ris in g  was 
w r itte n  by John Reed, the

Am erican Com m unist, who was 
a close personal fr ien d  o f 
Lenin. When he died in  1921 he 
le f t  the B r it is h  co p y rig h t in  
h is book to  the  Com m unist 
P a rty .

“ When the  N ews-Chronicle 
approached the c o p y rig h t own­
ers fo r  perm ission to  seria lize 
the book i t  was g lad ly  given.

SWP PROTESTS 
JAILING OF 
PIERRE FRANK

The im prisonm en t o f P ie rre  
F rank, F rench re vo lu tio n is t, by 
the B r it is h  au tho rities , was p ro ­
tested to the B r it is h  Embassy in 
W ash ing ton th is  week by the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty .

The te x t o f the S.W.P. com­
m unication was as fo llow s :

Charge d ’A ffa irs  
B r it is h  Embassy 
W ashington, D. C.
Dear S ir :

W e have received w ord  fro m  
London th a t P ie rre  F rank , a w e ll-  
known F rench revo lu tion is t, has 
been sentenced by a London 
police tr ib u n a l to  s ix  m o*-yis a t 
hard  labor.

The charge was th a t P ie rre  
F ra n k  had fa ile d  to  reg is te r, as 
a fo re igne r, w ith  the au tho rities . 
F rank , however, expla ined to  the 
tr ib u n a l th a t lie had been con­
demned in absentia as a revo lu ­
t io n is t  by the  French govern­
m ent and fe l t  tha t, had he reg is ­
tered w ith  the  B r it is h  au tho rities  
in  the usual way, he would have 
been turned over to  the French 
governm ent, despite the  fa c t th a t

The Com m unists asked no fee, 
and made on ly one s tip u la tio n  
— th a t a ll reference to  T ro tsky  
should be e lim inated fro m  the 
te x t.

"C onfron ted  w ith  th is  m od­
ern version o f H am le t w ith o u t 
the  P rince o f Denm ark, the 
L ibe ra l organ abandoned the 
p ro ject.”

he was in  Eng land as a p o lit ic a l 
refugee.

F ra n k ’s exp lana tion  appears to 
us as an em inen tly  reasonable 
one fo r  his fa ilu re  to  com ply w ith  
a technical procedure required by 
B r it is h  law'. A n  exp lanatiton  
which should c e rta in ly  have been 
accepted since he was being ac­
cused o f no th in g  m ore than a 
mere technica l v io la tion . Instead, 
however, the exp lana tion  served 
on ly  to  harden the  pre judiced 
tr ib u n a l aga ins t h im . W e are in ­
fo rm ed th a t the  judge, upon 
hearing  F ra n k ’s exp lanation, 
u tilized  i t  to denounce F ra n k  as 
a “ subversive person.”  P rejud ice 
alone can exp la in  the  v in d ic tive  
sentence o f s ix  m onths a t hard 
labo r fo r  a m ere tech n ica lity .

W e p ro te s t th is  sentence and 
ca ll upon the B r it is h  au tho ritie s  
to  release P ie rre  F ra n k  and to 
accord h im  the dem ocratic r ig h ts  
o f a p o lit ic a l refugee. Hounded 
ou t o f France by  the "dem ocra ts”  
who p re fe rred  H it le r  to  a re ­
surgence o f the  French people, 
F ra n k  now' finds h im se lf hounded 
by a governm ent w h ich  cla im s 
lo  stand a t the opposite pole to- 
the P eta in  governm ent which 
s t i l l  seeks to  im prison F rank . 
E lem en ta ry  jus tice  demands th a t 
th is  f ig h te r fo r  F rench lib e r ty  be 
given his lib e r ty  by  the B r it is h  
governm ent.

V e ry  t r u ly  yours, 
JA M E S  P. C A N N O N  
N a tion a l Secre tary

The New Revelation 
According To Saint 
Norman Thomas
Conscientious ob jectors to d ra f t  re g is tra tio n , mem­

bers o f the Y oung Peoples S oc ia lis t League (Second 
In te rn a tio n a l), recen tly  argued th e ir  case before 
Federa l Judge W ill ia m  Bondy.

S tudy the sta tem ent o f H ow ard Schoenfeld, mem­
ber o f the Socia lis t P a rty , as p r in te d  in  the pam phlet, 
“ W hy We Refused To R eg is te r” :

“ I  resp ec tfu lly  subm it th a t I  am a S ocia list, a f irm  
believer in  democracy, and, by t ra in in g  and be lie f, 
a pac ifis t, and th a t, as such, I  cannot conscientiously 
take p a r t  in  w a r, t ra in in g  fo r  w a r, o r in  tho s u r­
rendering  o f lib e r ty , or in  re g is tra tio n  fo r  such p u r­
poses.”

F u rth e r, “ I t  (Selective Service A c t)  forces the 
c itizen  to  s tudy the methods o f w a r and m urder, 
w h ich  is in  d irec t con trad ic tion  to  the la w  o f God 
and the com m andm ent: T H O U  S H A L T  N O T  K IL L . ”  

A nd  s t i l l  fu r th e r , “ A lth o u g h  I  am a pac ifis t, I  am 
no t a m em ber o f any re lig iou s  sect. I  believe in  God, 
the  K ingdom  o f  God on earth , and th a t  we are a ll 
sons o f God, and th a t, the re fore , the re  is  a common 
B rotherhood o f Man. The S oc ia lis t P a r ty  o f  the U . S. 
A . is a g roup  o f  people w o rk in g  in  a p ra c tica l m an­
ner tow a rd  the estab lishm ent o f w h a t I  believe to  bd 
the K ingdom  o f God on ea rth  . . . ”

The Philosophy o f Slaves
A s  a pacifis t, a disbe liever in  violence regardless 

o f the  class em p loy ing  i t  o r the cause w h ich  i t  up ­
holds, Schoenfeld and h is colleagues advocate a p h il­
osophy which w ou ld  condemn the G erm an and I ta lia n  
w orkers, indeed a ll the oppressed masses o f the  w o rld , 
to  a pe rpe tua l s lavery. I t  means subm ission to  the  
arm ed fo rce  o f the ru l in g  classes and the complete 
d isa rm in g  o f the w o rk in g  classes.

W hen God and the  Ten Commandments are in ­
voked to  g ive  added w e ig h t to  th is  conviction, these 
conscientious ob jectors find  themselves in  the rea lm  
o f the  ca p ita lis ts  e n tire ly . The bourgeoisie have a 
v ir tu a l m onopoly on d iv ine  re v e la tio n ; the  ru l in g  
class also argues the ju s tice  o f im p e r ia lis t W'ar, and 
its  n a tu ra lly  a ttendan t ev ils  such as conscrip tion, on 
the basis o f superna tu ra l mandate. A nd  the churches 
o f a l l va rie ties  lend a thousand tim es m ore im pres­
sive a u th o r ity  than  even the m ost vehem ent con­
scientious ob jecto r can command. In  e ith e r case, the  
w orkers  can on ly  take th e ir  woTd fo r  it .  N e ith e r side 
can show any d irec t tes tim on ia ls  fro m  the  Lord.

Nowhere in  the statem ents o f Schoenfeld and h is 
colleagues is the re  an awareness o f the  class s trugg le , 
o f the class cha racte r o f im p e r ia lis t w a r, n o r even 
the beginnings o f  a re a lis tic  p rog ram  w h ich the  w o rk ­
ers can u til iz e  in  an e ffec tive  fash ion  aga ins t the  
boss w ar.

W h ile  a hand fu l o f conscientious objectors can a f ­
fo rd  to  bask in  se lf-righ teous m arty rdo m , the  b illio n - 
headed masses o f the w o rld  cannot s im p ly  s i t  down 
and say, “ W e w on’t  f ig h t.”  A nd  fo r  the  same reason 
th a t th e y  cannot say, "W e  w on’t  w o rk .”

So long  as the w o rkers  cannot ove rth row  the sys­
tem  o f w a r and exp lo ita tion , th e y  cannot be sim ple 
“ absta iners”  fro n t the system. T h e ir  w ives and ch ild ­
ren m ust live. Mass suicide cannot change the  hearts 
o f the  m aste r class, w h ich  has waded th rou gh  oceans 
o f blood and m ounta ins o f slaughtered flesh  in  its  
rise  to  pow er and in  the  m ainta inance o f its  ru le .

Pacifism , fo r tu n a te ly  n o t a disease o f the  A m e ri­
can w o rk in g  class, hasn’t  a leg  to  stand on.

In  the  end, i t  is prec ise ly  such pacifism  w h ich  
lends its e lf  to  the  sup po rt o f  ca p ita lism  and the  w a r 
system  when the w orkers, who are no t so pacifis t, 
tu rn  ag a ins t the oppressors. T h is  was am p ly  proved 
by the  conduct o f the  pacifis ts  d u rin g  the  la s t w a r 
and, especially, d u rin g  the Russian w o rke rs ’ revo lu ­
tion .

Norman Thomas Speaks His Piece
We see the im p lica tions  o f th is  in  the  sta tem ent 

o f N orm an Thomas in  The Call, S oc ia lis t P a r ty  week­
ly , fo r  December 14.

Thomas takes his stand on the  U. S. C onstitu tion  
and the B il l o f R ights. In  com m ending the  con s titu ­
tio n a l case presented by  the defense law yers  fo r  
Schoenfeld, and the o ther young Socialists, Thom as 
states:

“ There is a d iffe rence  between peace-time con­
sc rip tion  and the w a r-tim e  conscrip tion  upheld by 
the U. S. Suprem e C ourt. I t  is  am azing to  w h a t 
ex te n t the peace-time d ra f t  law  delegates power 
to  the P resident and breaches the  defenses o f 
in d iv idu a l r ig h ts  contained in  the f ir s t  ten amend­
ments to  the C onstitu tion .

“ G ran tin g  th a t the  tem per o f the  tim es makes 
i t  lik e ly  th a t the  cou rts  w i l l  susta in  the  consti­
tu t io n a lity  o f the  d ra ft ,  i t  is a service to  a ll o f  us 
to  know where we stand c o n s t itu t io n a l ly . . .

“ T h is  is no t and should no t be ju s t  a S oc ia lis t 
P a rty  cause. I t  should have w ide-spread sup po rt 
fro m  a ll opponents o f P E A C E -T IM E  m il ita ry  
c o n s c r ip t io n . . . ”  (O u r em phasis)
T h is  Revelation according to S a in t Thomas does 

not, in  its  log ic, argue aga ins t conscrip tion— ju s t  
aga inst conscrip tion u n t il w a r is declared, o r u n t il 
the U . S. Supreme C o u rt pu ts the  fina l seal o f  ap ­
p rova l on peace-tim e conscrip tion.

A ccord ing  to  th is , the  w o rke r you th  dragooned 
in to  the arm ed forces by the  d ra f t  can now console 
themselves th a t i t  is re a lly  a l l ve ry  un co n s titu tio n a l; 
as the y  can d raw  co m fo rt fro m  the  tho ugh t, w hen 
they  are ac tu a lly  under shot and shell, and the cou rt 
lias acted, th a t th e ir  s itu a tio n  has the fu l l  backing o f 
the U. S. Supreme C ourt— and N orm an Thomas.

W h a t fa rc ic a l figu res the N orm an Thomases cu t, 
w he the r in  the g a rb  o f parsons o r con s titu tio n a l 
law yers ! N o t con tent w ith  v io la t in g  the ju r is d ic tio n  
o f the  cap ita lis ts  in  the domain o f theology, the  
Thomases w an t to in s tru c t the  ru l in g  class on the 
m eaning o f its  con s titu tion , in te rp re te d  and enforced 
by its  courts and law's.

M eanw hile, the  w orkers w i l l  continue to  undergo 
the m il i ta ry  tra in in g , and w ear the un ifo rm s  and 
c a rry  the arm s which the  ru lin g  class thrusts upon 
them ; fo r  pacifism  is a lien  to them , fo rtu n a te ly . In  
th e ir  own w a y  and in  th e ir  own good tim e  the y  w i l l  
find  means to  p u t a stop to  w ar, irrespective  o f  the 
opin ions o f d ivines, Supreme C o u rt justices, o r  th a t  
am algam  o f the  best qua lities  o f  both tb*ne croup«-, 
N o rm an Thomas.


