LABOR’'S ANSWER TO CONSCRIPTION --- A New Pamphlet

By FELIX MORROW
(The following chapter is taken from a pampbhlet which
will be published this week, for mass distribution, to be sold
at 2 cents a copy.)

Why The Government Wants Conseription

The light-minded way in which the AFL and CIO offi-
cialdom have agreed to support the conscription measure as
soon as enlistments don't work shows that the trade union
movement has failed to understand the fundamental meaning
of the Burke-Wadsworth conscription bill. If the workers did
understand, they would never permit their leaders under any
circumstances to support conscription.

Why is the conscription bill introduced at this time, and
with the backing of the government, the dominant sections
of the two capitalist parties, and of the capitalist class gene-
rally? Neither Lewis nor Green atiempt to answer this fun-
damental question.

About three years ago, the present chairman of the Sen-
ate Military Affairs Committee, then ambitiously aspiring to
reach the post he now occupies, got a brilliant idea. Thought
Senator Sheppard: why not enact into law some of the provi-
sions of the M-Day plans? Forthwith, together with his friend
Congressman May, he drew up and introduced the notorious
Sheppard-May Bill.

Senator Sheppard “represents” Texas, thanks to the help
of a poll tax law and a Jim Crow system whereby the black
and many white workers and farmers have no vote. lle is
therefore not very sensitive to the problem of not offending
the masses. Bul other Senators have that problem. Finally an
informal committee took Sheppard aside and told him the
facts of life. Ile and May were arousing opposition to the
M-Day plans by their crude insistence on enacting them into
law at that time. Why do that when laws like that are not
yet needed? Sheppard and May saw the light. They retired
their bill into the background.

The moral of this story is that the hard-headed and cold-
blooded leaders of the Republican and Democratic parties
who have now united in advocating immediate execution of
the main M-Day plan, conscription, know just what they are
doing. They have thought this thing through with about as
much emotion as an adding machine. They need conscription
now and they therefore demand a law far more frightful than
that which they correctly called Sheppard and May fools for
trying to get in 1937, Because then they didn’t need it and
now they do.

When a demagogue like Senator Wheeler calls the con-
scription proposal a product of “war hysteria”, he is lying,
and he knows he is lying. He knows the gentlemen who have
commanded the passage of conscription, and he knows they
are not hysterical; they are too calculating a crew for that.
When a hypocrite like Senator Vandenberg says that con-
scription is “unnecessary”, he is only throwing sand in the
eyes of the masses. Unnecessary for the workers and farmers
who would be the victims of conscription? Of course! But a
desperate necessity for American capitalism and its political
agents.

Why We Oppose The Bill

Conscription, like the gigantic arms program already
voted, is called for at this time by the capitalist class because
it is preparing for military aggression in the near future on
a world scale.

The question whether German imperialism, having con-
quered Furope, can or cannot “attack” the United States has
nothing to do with the real issue. The very existence of one
great imperialist power in the modern world is an “attack” on
the others. The United States, as an imperialist power having
its foundations throughout the world, is “attacked” anywhere
a rival power attempts to seize a market, a piece of territory,
or a sphere of influence. The very existence of two imperialist
powers in this capitalist world means that they “attack” each
other and hence must settle the issue from time to time by
war. That is why war is inevitable under the capitalist system.

The conscription measure is, therefore, a result of the
very nature of American imperialism. John L. Lewis puts the
cart before the horse when he says (in his speech at the Auto
Union convention) that “by that act (conscription) our Con-
gress is planting the sceds of destruction of democracy and is
paving the way for the rise of a new imperialistic nation with-
in the confines of the U, S. A.” No, Brother Lewis, the seeds
of destruction are already planted, they were planted before
the last Worldi War, when the United States was already an
imperialistic nation. Because they are imperialists by their
very being, the American imperialists want conscription.

Precisely for that reason the workers must fight against
conscription by the capitalists not only when it is “unneces-
sary” but also when it is “necessary.” Because it is never ne-
cessary for the workers. Any war undertaken by the capital-
ist government of the United States will be an imperialist
war, undeserving of the support of the working class.

Because they fail to answer as we do the question why
the capitalist class now seeks conscription, the ClO and AFL
fail to put up a consistent, fundamental fight against the con-
scription bill.

To our analysis, Lewis might retort: “You are a Marxist,
a revolutionary socialist, interested in overthrowing capital-
ism. | am not. Therefore we cannot agree on one approach
to conscription.”

Very well, then, let us examine the conscription measure
from a “Simon pure” trade union point of view. Even from
that limited outlook Lewis and Green fail to criticise the
Burke-Wadsworth bill deeply enough.

Why Unionists Should Oppose The Bill

Perhaps the most glaring example of the superficiality of
AFL and CIlO criticism of the bill is their complete failure
to explain to their members the meaning of that provision in
the bill which empowers the president to exempt [rom imme-
diate service those men whose work in industry “is found” to
justify exemption. These exemptions are to be determined
“under such regulations as he may prescribe.”

Green and Lewis know exactly what that means, For the
regulations in question are not a matter for future elabora-
tion by Roosevelt; they have been in writing since 1926 when
they were drawn up by the Joint Army and Navy Selective
Service Committee to await just such a moment as this.

Why weren't they put in the conscription bill, in place of
the blanket power given to the president to prescribe the regu-
lations? Because if those regulations were part of the bill,
millions of workers who are now not thinking too much about
the bill one way or the other, would be aroused to an under-
standing of what a reactionary anti-labor weapon it is.

The Joint Army and Navy Selective Service Committee

(Continued on page 3)
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DRAFT DEBATE IS A SHAM!

OHIO UNIONS
CLASH OVER
AUTO PLANT

Fight Between CIO
And AFL Pleases
Toledo Bosses

TOLEDO, Ohio—Belated reper-
cussions of the old Homer Mar-
tin fight in the Auto Workers
Union, plus the tragic division in
the American labor movement,
has bloomed into a minor civil
war here.

The AFL Central Labor Union,
with the aid of the bosses
of the City Auto Stamp-
ing Co. and city officials, mo-
bilized hundreds of Building
trades members armed with
hammers and other improvised
weapons and prevented members
of the CIO-UAW from entering
the plant during a jurisdictional
fight between the AFL and CIO
locals of the auto workers.
About 25-30 CIO workers have
just been laid off from the plant,
for a period of 530 days as a
measure of company intimida-
tion, since the CIO has elected
not to engage in what might
prove to he a very bloody fight
between union men,

During the Homer Martin fac-
tion fight in the UAW, the Cily
Auto Stamping local entered the
AFL. This was largely due to
the reaction of these workers to
the vieious policies of the Stalin-
ist wing of the UAW leadership
of that time.

Most Workers Indifferent

Since then the CIO, now the
dominant union in auto, has had
the opportunity to regain the lo-
cal by demonstrating a flighting
progressive policy in the interests
of the workers. But the do-noth-
ing, indifferent policy of the lead-
ership, a mere duplicate of Lhat
of the AFL officials, led the work-
ers to apathy. Most of the work-
ers in the plant are indifferent
to the outcome of the bhattle, see-
ing no difference in the union
program of both groups.

The AFL
are gloating over their costly vie-
tory, costly to the workers them-
selves. They boast that the Build-
ing ‘Trades workers sacrificed
over $250,000 in lost pay to go
on the jurisdictional picket line
and goon-squads. The prestige of
the UAW-CIO here has been
struck a heavy blow as a result
of the capitulation of the leaders
to th!s attack. They conld only
pass inane resolutions and fulmi-
nate behind closed doors.

local reactionaries

A Bosses’ Victory

The bhosses, of course, have won
the real victory and, by playing
up this fatal division with the
connivance of the AFL leaders,
have succeeded in smashing for
the time heing an effective union
in the plant, plus the fact that
they have penalized the best union
fighters.

An appeal to the Natjonal La
bor Relations Board is being made
by the CIO, while the AFL lead-
ers, who can’t find a dime for a
fight against the bosses, continue
to rook their membership for a
bigezer and better war-chest to
destroy all unionism by their sut-
cidal onslaught on industrial
unionism.

New UAW Executive Reflects
Lewis-Hillman Split in CIO

ST. LOUIS, Mo., August 5—As the fifth con-
vention of the United Auto Workers closed here
tonight, it had become quite clear that the union’s
leadership has divided, taking sides in the sharp-
ening conflict developing between Sidney Hill-
man and John L. Lewis.

Walter Reuther, Ex-Stalinist fellow traveller,
ex-Socialist Party member, has now become the
official spokesman inside the auto union for Hill-
man and his policies. He has in the past few
months conferred many times with Hillman in
Washington, has been appropriately rewarded
with a post in the new Defense Council setup,
and was the cheering squad captain for Hillman
and for Roosevelt during the convention sessions:

Grouped around Reuther are at least’ seven
or eight other board members, thus giving
Reuther the largest single bloc of votes on the
new Executive Board elected by the St. Louis
convention. '

The Lewis men on the Executive Board are
gigyped avournsl Richard Fisnkenstdenz After the
Stalin-Hitler pact, the Stalinist anachine began
crumbling, The unprincipled opportunistic vote-
grabbing machine that the Communist Party had
organized got out of its creator’s control, until
teday it has come into the hands of a loose
grouping of Lewis men, with the Stalinists de-
finitely pushed into the background.

Differences Still Unclear

Both the Reuther and Frankensteen groups
voted at the St. Louis convention to support
Roosevelt for a third term. Both groups ave in
favor of giving support to the Du Pont-Morgan
“National Defense Council.” Both groups are
riding the bandwagon of the Wall Street war
machine.

They are divided merely in the kind of sup-
port they wish to give to Roosevelt, The Lewis
men think that Hillman is selling too cheap, and
they go along with Lewis in trying to get an
extra few crumbs from the administration. On
all major issues in the Auto Union the two
groups have voted solidly together.

R. J. Thomas and George F. Addes were both
reelected to their respective posts as President
and Secretary-Treasurer of the Union, by ac-
clamation at the convention. Both of them have
attempted to steer a middle course between the
Hillman and Lewis groups in the CIO, as well
as in their own union, and to keep the friend-
ship of both groups,

Stalinists Decimated

The Stalinists, who two years ago, and even
as late as the Cleveland Convention, were 2
major power in the UAW, are today on the de-
cline. Their machine is only a fraction of its
former self, They lost many rank and file mem-
bers as well as a whole group of secondary lead-

ers in the union. Their numerous alliances and
vote getting deals collapsed the day after the
signing of the Stalin-Hitler pact.

Today, they are bearing the full brunt of the
pressure of capitalist propaganda inside the
union, but bearing also the hatred, mistrust and
opposition of all genuine militants.

Isolated on the floor of the convention, with-
out any real influence on the basic decisions of
the union, they are today more isolated than ever
before on the International Executive Board.

Their full*blown election campaign to put
Travis on the Board as the Toledo Regional Di-
rector failed miserably. Out of a total of 17
board members, the Stalinists are reduced to
two supporters, Michner of the West Coast, and
Leo LaMotte of Detroit, and rather chicken
hearted supporters, at that. (Both voted for the
Roosevelt resolution on the last Board.)

Intermediate Groupings Disappear

The St. Lovis comvention further révealed.the
complete 'dislnfegration of all centrist and inter-
mediate political groupings in the union. The
Lovestoneites are of course nowhere on the scene.
Their- smelly alliance with Homer Martin has
finished them forever in the Auto Union. The
Norman Thomas Socialists, who considered them-
selves a force a year ago, are now out of the
picture. All of their leading people have forgot-
ten about, radicalism or Socialism or even plain
militant trade unionism in their scramble for jobs
and their seeking for vespectability. Norman
Thomas’s boys are all lined up Hehind Roosevelt.

Victor Reuther, the “radical"” of the Reuther
family, took the lead in opposing the fight for
the 30 Hour Week at 40 Hours Pay. Emil Mazey,
President of the Briggs local didn’t do anything;
just kept his mouth shut, except to make a few
meaningless innocuous motions. (He thought he
would get on the Board that way, but Leo La
Motte beat him out.) Joe Ditzel, Norman
Thomas’s bright light of Toledo in former days,
brought in as Chairman of the Resolutions Com-
mittee the proposal to unconditionally support
Roosevelt for a Third Term. Nordstrom, Chair-
man of the Constitutional Commitlee, a former
Wisconsin Socialist, brought in and pushed across
the infamous “subversive clause” amendment to
the uniom constitution.

Things are thus clearing up in the Auto
Union. In place of the welter and confusion of
dozens of different groups and political tenden-
cies, there is arising a clear cut division. On the
one side is the present union administration, try-
ing to uphold the status quo. On the other side
is a still small but determined group of union
militants who are fighting to lift the union out
of its stagnation.

See detailed auto ‘convention story on

Senatorial ““Opponents’ Are Yelling For
Millions of Enlistments As “ Alternative’

Capitalist Army No Place For
Workers' Military Training

We Are For Military

Training—But Only

Under the Control of the Trade Unions

The first days of Senate debate on the conscription bill have
already demonstrated that, il the workers depend on the “anti-
conscriptionists” to save them from service in the army, they
might as well pack their bags and gel ready to be called.

The “anti-conscriptionists” have spent their time (rying to
prove that by “voluntary™ enlistment they can get as many men

into the army as by conscription,

they are ready to support the

And if enlistment doesn't work,
conscription  measure  quickly

enough. All the “anti-conscriptionists” are supporting the Ma-
loney amendment, providing for automatic use of conscription
by January 1 if enlistments prove insufficient by then,

This same reactionary bilge is being spouted by John L.
Lewis and William Green. An army of 1,500,000 can be raised

by the “American way" of en-
listment, swears Green, and no
doubt he’ll be the most energe-
tic recruiting sergeant to raise
it. Likewise John L. Lewis calls
for shorter enlistment terms
and “increase the pay of the
army at least until it equals
that of the boys in the CCC
camps’—330 a month— and
then the necessary manpower
will be forthcoming.

The iwmperialist role for which
this army will be used. and the
fact that this'army will be run
under the same viciously anti-
labor set-up as all capitalist
armies are run—of this nobody
in Congress or in the AFL and
CIO leadership says one word.

On the contrary, John L. Lewis
tries to find some sympathizing
ears among prosperous taxpay-
ers by whining that conseription
means to “train our millions of
young men in the arts of war at
the public expense”.

WORKERS NEED TRAINING
What is wrong with training
millions of young workers in the
arts of war? Nothing! We would
like nothing better than to sce
every trade unionist in the coun-
try become an expert in the mili-
tary arts. In a world dominated
by militarism and war the work-
ing class must become adept in
the arts of war—unless it wants
to be the slaves of those who
are skilled in military matters.
And what, Brother Lewis, is
wrong with training the workers

page 2 of this issue.)

“at the public expense”? Why

US Imperialism Made Gains at Havana

BUENOQOS AIRES, Argentina,|
Aug. 1 (by airmail)—"The
greatest conference in the his-
tory of Pan-Americanism”, ac-
cording to the correspondents.
has just closed at Havana, hav-
ing been. according to the same
correspondents. *‘the  greatest
diplomatic victory Cordell
Hull’'s career.”

As seen from Buenos Aires,
the following demonstrate clear-

in

ly the results obtained at
Havana:
1. The road is prepared to

seize the European colonies in
fthe Western Hemisphere; that is
the purpose of the so-called “De-
claration of Havana”, which
gives continental effect to the re-
cent resolution of the United
States Congress.

2. Elimination of the perspec-
tive of a renewal of German
commerce in  Latin America,
which (prior to the war) had be-

come a serious adversary of U.S.

commerce; this to establish whal‘
Roosevelt has called “‘economic
defense.”

3. Concerted measures to be
planned and taken to destroy the
Nazi “fifth cclumn”, the instru-
ment of penetration in Latin
America of German imperialism.

4. To assure U. S. commercial
and financial penetration by|
means of such measures as the
Inter-American Bank, ad\'ancc-‘
ment of credits by the Export
and Import Bank, the purchase
of surpluses, ete.

5. Creation of a regional un-
derstanding, virtually a League
of American Nations, which pre-
pares the road to a future mili-
tary alliance that drags our
countries behind the United
States into the coming war with
Germany and Japan.

6. Coordination of police meth-
ods to repress the national li-

beration movements of the Latin

American peoples under the pre-;
text of repressing subversive
“fifth column” activities,

Prudence made it advisable
that the military plans for “con-
tinental defense”, which include|
the ceding of air and naval sta-.
tions which will permit Yankec
imperialism ta go on to take mili-
tary possession of Latin Ameri-
ca, were not directly handled in
the Havana conference.

But nevertheless one can an-
ticipate that this will be the
principal theme of the next con-
ferénce which, we can expect,
will reveal still further progress
in the importance and audacity
of the proposals which will be
made by the United States.

Workers Indifferent
Meanwhile, the  Argentine
working class, and I believe that
could also be said for the South
American workers in general,
watch these conferences without

understanding them and, even
more, with indifference. They see
them solely as reunions of gov-
ernments—governments which

ave as distant from them as the
resolutions which are adopted
appear abstract and far away.
If, on the one hand, the workers
do not believe in the genuineness
of the friendship of the United
States, on the other hand they
have scarcely arrived at the
point of penetrating into the sig-
nificance of the U. S. moves and
trying to combat them.

The main struggle here con-
tinues, each time more acute, het-

German camps of the bourgeoi-
sie. The atmosphere is propiticus

moves calmly. Nothing is lacking
for it. The “democratic” press

Jy. the better to convince its pub-
lie, that the United States is go-

ing to “defend us from Nazism.”

ween the pro-English and pro- |

for Wall Street to continue its |

of the continent repeats endless- |

not make the government put up
the necessary funds and equip-
mént to enable the working class
of this country to learn all there
is to know about military mat-
ters? Why should a trade union
leader the so solicitous about the
fact that such training will cost
a lot of money?

NOT IN THEIR ARMY
Lewis’ semi-pacifist clap-trap
fails to touch the real objection
to the Burke-Wadsworth bill.
Which-is that it is a scheme $o
put the young workers into thg
straitjacket of a capitalist army,
to deliver them into the hands
of bourgeois officers who will
have the power of life and death
over them. Lewis’ enlistment pro-
posal would do just what the

Burke-Wadsworth bill does.
Instead of whining about the
Burke-Wadsworth bill. the AFL
and CIO leadership should be des
manding passage of a Labor bill
to provide universal, compulsory
military training UNDER THE
DIRECTION AND CONTROL

OF THE TRADE UNIONS.

The AFL and CIO jeadership
weren't worried about public ex-
pense when they supported the
huge armament program already
voted by Congress. Let them
now raise a demand that the
matevial be put into the hands of
the labor movement to equip
training camps to be run by the
trade unions. Military appropria-
tions? Yes—Dout only for the es-
tablishment and equipment of
such workers'-controlled military
camps!

AGAINST ALL ARMY BILLS

The reactionary consequences
of voting for armament bills pro-
viding eguipment for the capi-
talist army was graphically
brought out in the Senate debate
when Senator Lucas mockingly
asked the “anti-conscriptionist®
Senator Danaher: “why had Sen-
ator Danaher voted in favor of
billions of dollars for defense
equipment for the army and now
would not vote it the necessary
manpower."” Danaher spluttered,
helpless to  answer—hecauge
there was no answer. He who
votes for armament appropria-
tions for the army must. logical-
ly, vote also for the manpower
that goes with the armament.
The conseriptionists have all
these “anti-conscriptionists” over
a barrel with that argument.

That’s why the labor movement
must put a halt to any further
endorsements of army armament
hills by the AFL and CIO leader-
ship.

The only military appropria-
tions the labor movement should
vote for are those providing the
trade unions with funds and
equipment to launch Labor's own
military training camps!
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Write to us—tell us what's going on in your part of the
labor movement—iwhat are the workers thinking about—tell
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate if you
do not want your name printed.

On The Ladies
Who Now Own
The ‘Daily Worker’

EDITOR:

So without a shot being fired
or a command to surrender being
uttered, the Daily Worker has
gone undervground—behind three
skirts! And no ordinary skirts,
either! 1 refer to the Duily Work-
er's announcement of its sale to
three ladies.

There's Ferdinanda. who's 63:
and Susan, still going strong with
& camera and lecture notes at 71;
and Caro, delving daily deaper
into research despite her 81 years,
‘And Jest you think that years
be the most notable of their as-
gets, be assured that these fhree
venerable dames began collecting
background decades hefore they
popped into the world singinz the
Star Spangled Banner.

Take Ferdinanda, for instance.
Hers is a Waesselhoeft skirt.
flouncing in and ont of America,
‘Earope and the USSR these siy
decades, sweeping in its wake a
collection of artistic accomplish-
_rb"ems covering sculpture, musie
and classical literature, Reeking
With tradition. it walks in the
noble memory of such names as
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Martin
Van Buren, John Calhoun, Tlorace
Greeley and Carl Shurz, some of
Whom in their weaker moments
put themselves trustingly in the
frands of Grandpapa Wesselhoeft
and his “famed Brattle Sanito-
rium"” Ferdinanda learned about
the class struggle from a book
called “Through the Eye of a
Needle” by Willinm Dean Howells,

Susan is a D:AR. and veleran
of the back-to-the-land struggle.
Her 71 years of historical vemi-
nigcence include the thrilling ves-
cue of “two wagon-loads of price-
less archives from the Navy De-
partment and the White House" by
her great grand-father who seems
to have been around when Dolly
Madison needed help. She was
practically born into the staff of
the Bankers Maguzine,

And Caro has had 81 years of
Puritan inheritance complicated
with a degree from Vassar. Mos*
of her life hag bheen spent in re-
gearch. 1If she is responsible, nof
the least of her research contyi.
Hiitions to the Conumunist Party
has been the digging up of thres
sweh fosgils as herself and her
two dssociates in this democralic
binge they are out on—buying up

newspapers to insure “freedom of
expression” in a cock-eved and dee-
aying society. It's only too bad
they should right crack out of the
hox get stuck with the Daily
Worker.

Imagine Earl Browder though,
grooming himsell for the historic
moment when the forces of rese-
tion pounce upon his erstwhile
official organ. He is probably at
this very momenlt standing before
a pierglass declaiming with heroic
gestures the lines whieh ring
through Lhe corridors of every
little schoolhouse (out of consi-
deration for his feelings, we left
out the adjective “red”) in tne
country:

“Who touches a hair of yon
gray head

a dog! March
on!,..”

Contemplate if you will the im-
penetrable bulwark of defense the
brain trust of the Comintern has
thrown around their press: three
females; three almost or actual
octogenarians; three members of
the firstest families. One can see
capitalism cringing bhefore it!

Dies Jike

We should 1iKe to be allowed a
few friendly words of advice ta
the mew owners of the Daily
Worker. To Ferdinanda: If yon
want to know how really little
the eve of a needle can bhe quit
staring at the veracity recovd of
the Daily Worker for a while
and try smuggling a few copies
of the Russian RBulletin of the
Faourth  International  over the
Russian borders. To Susan: Why
not really emulate your illustri-
ous ancestor and tear over to the
Kremlin with a couple of wagons
while there are still a few “price-
less archives” of the Russian Re-
volution still undestroyed by Stal-
inite vandals.

And with Browder and compa-
ny we should like a word too, If
the Communist Party, trembling
before the possibility of imminent
illegality, wants to save its press
by a legal transfer of ownership
we have absolutely no objection.
Even if it has in mind only the
avoidance of payment on judg-
ments against it for libelous state-
ments we still say all right with
us. But why the monkey-business
with octogenarian skirts of good
family? Who the hell do you think
you're Xkidding—us. yourselves,
the capitalists or the three old
ladies?

Chicago
L.YD1IA BEIDEL

SOCIALIST APPEAL

Auto Convention Failed to Solve Any
Ofthe Union’s Pressing Problems

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—The delegates
to the Auto Workers Unlon St.
Louis convention have concluded
theiv fifth convention without
solving the pressing problems fac-
ing the automobile workers today
and without giving any leader-
ship to the rest of the industrial
workers of the country.

The United Automobile Work-
ers of America, like its parent
body, the Cl0O, stands today with.
out veal leadership, without per-
spective and without program for
the future. Harsh words, but
true, unfortunately,

PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYED
STILL UNTOUCHED

The convention delegates ap-
plavded John .. Lewis when he
stated at the convention that “On
the first of May, 1940, there were
still 10,748,000 nnemployed Amer-
icans in this country ., . . and the
unemployed question is still a
major domestic question that con-
fronts this nation."

Cleveland lLocal 88 proposed a
resolution to help solve the unem-
ployed problem, demanding “That
the UAW immediately launch a
campaign Lhrough union and le-
gislative action in aorder to estah-
lish a 30 houy week at 40 hours
pay in the automobile industry.”

The resolutions committee,
however, completely nullified fhe
meaning of this resolution

when they declared the “30 hour
week uat 40 hours pay” program
as the “wltimate goal™ for the au-
tomobile industry.

The convention delegates, hy
supnorting by approximately two
thirds vote the stand of the Res-
olutions Committee, gave {heir
approval to the do-nothing poli-
cies of the Thomas leadership
since the Cleveland Convention
and deprived the union of the
only vealistie, practical program
to fight unemployment.

REPEAT SAME GESTURES
FOR ORGANIZING FORD

The convention discussed at
great length and passed numerous
resolutions for the immediate or-
ganization of the unorganized
workers of Ford's and of the air-
craft industries, The convention
went further and voted to recom-
mend to the membership a $1 as-
gessment to put these organiza-
tion drives across.

But resolutions and even asgess-
ments are no longer sufficient to
guarantee results, The books and
records of the UAW are literally
cinttered already with dozens of
resolutions of this kind.

A 81 assessment to orean‘ze
Ford’s was voted at the Milwau-
kee convention two and half years
ago. Approximately one quarfer
of a million dollars was collected
for this purpose. Yet there arve
about one quarter of the Ford
workers in the UAW today as
were in the union at the (ime of

the Milwaukeé convention.

AIRCRAFT HARDLY
SURVEYED YET

The report of President Thomas
on the aircraft industry states
that the union has contracts with
only three corporations, covering
a total of less than 4.000 workers.
It is a fact that the convention
made absolutely no analysis, as
to what was wrong in the past
and what to do now to remedy
the situation.

All Thomas proposed in his re-
port, insofar as he proposed any-
thing, ig reliance on the National
Labor Relations Board. But that
is exactly what has been wrong
in Lhe past year.

Two great organizing jobs, like
Ford's and the aireraft industry,
cannot he accomplished by mere
leg work or by reliance on the
Labor Board. What is needed is
a bold clear ent program of union
demands, coupled with an ageres-
<jve, organization drive to sweep
the thousands of unorganized
workers into the union fold.

But that is precisely what the
conrention failed to do. Even the
convention resolution which de-
manded *“a militant organization
campaign at Ford's” and called
for “mass demonstrations at the
Ford mates, huge picket lines
sound cars and the same militant
tactics that succeeded in estab-
lishing unioniam in General Mo-
tors" was—deleted by the Reso-
lutiong Committee!

CHEER LABOR PARTY HINT
BUT VOTE ROOSEVELT

The convenlion delegates ap-
nlanded John L. Lewis' attacks on
the government’'s conseription
bill and the granting of govern-
ment. eontracts to violators of the
Walsh-Healey Aect. They gave
Lewis a veritable ovation on his
carefully vague suggestion that
“Some day in this country the
people are going to lose confidence
in the existing political parties to
4 degree that they will form their
own party."

Yet the Resolutions Committee
disregarded the proposal of one
local “that the UAW favors the
call'ng of a great national con-
ference of CIO and AFL unions
to establish an independent party
of Labor in the United States fo
fight for a militant program on
behalf of the common peopls of
this country”, and later the con-
vention voted by an overwhelm-
ing majority to bhack Roaseveit,
By this action, the convention
made a publie declaration that
the great TTAW s going along
with the war drive of the Roos-
evelt-Wall Street crowd, that this
powerful union is supporting the
Morgan-DuPont ‘Defense Couneil’.

This support of Roosevelt ren-
dered doublv meaningless the
anti-conseription stand and the
innocuous “anti-war" resolution of
the convention, to the effect, “that
th’s convention goes on record op-
posed to any involvement of the

U. S. in any war on foreign soil”,

New Jersey in the 1940 Elections

friends in the old parties and no confidence in labor’s strengt_h.
found the Stalinists' idea fitted in with his own, which he did

III.

Workers Need Their Own Party

The record has shown that the old parties in New Jersey
are the tools of the banks, big business, corporations like Pub-
lic Service and the railroads, and the large agricultural in-
terests. This has been understood for some years now, not
only by political students, but by large numbers of workers

as well.

In the 1937 elections, when Hague's Moore defeated
Clean Government's Clee for Governor, this understanding,
that whichever won, labor would lose, spread rapidly through
the union movement into the demand for the formation of a

labor party.

A month later a wildly cheering, enthusiastic convention
of Labor's Non-Partisan l.eague met in Newark and voted to
set up a labor party. The rank-and-file unionist who took
the floor expressed the views of the great majority of the

delegates when he said:

“Bitler experience taught us we couldn't use company
unions led by bosses' agents, but have to build our own
unions, to fight the bosses in the factories and on the picket
line. In the same way we've learned we can't use parties led
and controlled by agents of big business, but have to build
our own party, to fight the bosses in Congress and Legislature

and City Hall”

Although no one spoke up, there were strong forces at
the convention opposed to this viewpoint. They Kkept quiet
so they could be elected to the important state committee
picked by the convention to report back with a proposed con-
Stitution within six months. They were silent in the same way
labor fakers sometimes “go along’” with a militant strike so
they will be placed at its head in a position where they can

stifle it better later on.

The Communist Party at that time wanted above every-
thing else a pact between the Soviet Union, this country and
the Allies for a war against Germany. To show Roosevelt and
the bosses they could be trusted if they got that pact, they
Played a conservative, disruptive role in the labor movement.
At this LNPL convention they were therefore against the for-
mation of an independent party because they were afraid it
would get out of control, break cleanly with capitalist politics,
and thus compromise them in the eyes of the bosses whose

good will they were courting.

Carl [lolderman, LNPL state chairman, with many

nat express at that convention. So an alliance to block the
formation of a labor party was formed between Ilolderman
and the Stalinists, who between them controlled a majority

of the State commilttee.

“We're too weak to win any elections. . .We'll only make
enemies of the ‘liberal’ politicians who are still in the old
parties. . .\We'll only show our weakness.”

They spread these arguments throughout the movement,
and by the May, 1938, convention, the ranks were thoroughly
disheartened. With their own leadership telling them nothing
could be done, what could they do? Many unions just stayed
away in disgust, and the [lolderman-Stalinist machine ran
things their own way: they authorized the state committee to
endorse “progressive candidates” (which meant: no labor
candidates), and their constitution changed the name to
“Labor’s Non-Partisan League For The Formation Of A’ La-

"

bor Party

(which meant: some other time).

In the November U. S. Senate elections, [1ague’s Ely op-
posed Barbour. Hague was extremely unpopular that year,
and Barbour had a poor labor record too. LNPL endorsed
neither, did not run an independent candidate, and “com-
promised” by issuing the slogan “Defeat Hague—at all costs.”
How the workers were to defeat Ely without electing Barbour
they did not say, and the WPA cutter, Barbour, was elected
with this left-handed support.

This procedure, which brought labor no gains at all, so
discredited the League that its membership dropped from the
150,000 claimed in 1937 to less than a fifth of that who pay
dues today, and its influence fell to almost nothing. In 1939

it played no role at all.
lHolderman broke with

the Stalinists after the Stalin-

Iitler Pact, and today Holderman, still state chairman, is

still playing the same game:

Flague's candidate, Edison.

he is whooping it up now for

That is why labor is still unorganized politically this
vear, and why it feels helpless, with no program and no can-
didates to oppose to the program and candidates of big

business.

The lesson is clear: labor needs its own candidates, but
it can get them only by breaking sharply with the old parties
and the practice of supporting so-called “friends of labor”
and “lesser evils”, and setting up its own party.

(Another article next week)

“SUBVERSIVE CLAUSE” A
BLOW AT THE UNION

he convention definitely shov
ed the union one big step back-
wards when it passed, by a slim
majority, despite the energetic o
position of numerous rank ant
file militants, the "subversive
clause” to the union constitution.

It provides that “No member
of any local union, located in the
U. S. of America shall be eligible
to hold any elective or appointive
position in this International
Union or any loeal unifon, if he
is a member of any organization
which is declaved illegal by Lhe
government of the U. S. of Amer-
ica through constitutional proce-
dure.”

One delegate asked a very
appropriate question: “What is
going to happen...if a reac-
tionary Congress decides that
the CIO is a subversive or-
ganization?”

The Chairman of the Con-
stitution Committee seemed to
think that was the same as the
end of the world. “If we should
happen to be declared illegal,
then 1 say, what is the use of
worrying about anything? If
the CIO is declared illegal,

where are we going?"

The adoption of this constitu-
tional proposal signified nothing
but that the majority of the con-
vention delegates had buckled un-

lic opinion. Thelr action was, in
the words of delegates Johnstone
of the Pontiac Yellow Truck
plant. a tip-off to the bosses here
in America Lo move against many
of onr members.”

Thus it is seen, the fifth con-
vention approved in all major
aspects the timid, conservative
and even cowardly policies of
the present union leadership
and gave the go-ahead signal
to the leadership to continue
along the same lines.

Does this mean that the UAW
membership and the convention
delegates were satisfied with Lhe
progress of the union? No!

DELEGATE MEMBERS
DISSATISFIED BUT
DON'T KNOW WAY OUT

For months, large sections of
the membership have been com-
plaining and grombling aboui the
lack of progress, the lack of
fighting spirit and militancy in
the unifon, about the mounting
number of unsolved grievances,
the unemployment, the rotten
GM contract, ete.

This  dissatisfaction sharply
came to the surface in many ways
at the convention: the bitter, eri-
tical speeches on the Ford drive;

der the pressure of capitalist pub-

on the 30-bour week; the motions
telling the International to hirz
some decent, competent organi-
zers: the warning to the Regional
Directors to stop wasting the
union funds; the rejection with
great irritability of Constitutional
Commitlee recommendations on
secondary questions, and peremp-
tory instructions to the cormmnit.
tee to have the International Ex-.
ecutive Board send minutes ot
its proceedings to all Toeal uniens.

All of these actions testifixd to
the suspicion of the membership
about the leadership, a pale ve-
flection of the widespread dis-
satisfaction of large sections of
the union membership.

Why did the delegates, then,
approve the policies of the
leadership on all major ques-
tions?

That is a paradox of the St.
Louis convention. It reflected
the gap between the instinctive
dissatisfaction of the majority
of the auto workers to the pre-
sent set-up and policies, and
the political backwardness of
the delegates which made them
support the very policies and
leadership responsible for the
lack of progress.

The coming period in America
with its rising prices, regimenta-
tion of labor and the attempted
hamstringing of the labor unions
will deepen the understanding of
thousands of auto militants and
will help them formulate more
consciously the present dissatis-
faction of the union membership,

There was a clear-cut program
enunciated al St. Louis, but It
was smothered in the gap between
the delegates’ dissatisfaction and
their conscious understanding of
the union’s needs. But the small
band of union militants who enan-
ciated and fought for this pro.
gyvam nevertheless left St. Louis
confident of the future, They had
seen with their own eyes that the
delegates from throughout the in-
dustry were groping toward a so-
lution,

Clear-cut indeed
to be achieved by
1. Whirlwind
drives at Ford’s
craft industries.

2. For the immediate launch-
ing of a campaign to establish
the 30 hour week at 10 hours
pay.

3. Fight against the war
drive of the Roosevelt govern-
ment. No support to the Mor-
gan-DuPont “Defense Council”
—all union leaders, including
Hillman and Lewis must cut
loose from the Wall Street out-

are the tasks
(he union:

organization
and the air-

fit.

Seafarers Int'l Makes Gains

NEW YORK, Aug. 7—More than
ten coastwise shipping companies
have granted increases ranging
from $10 to 7.50 per month 1o the
Seatarers  International Union
(A. F. L) and 10 cents per hour
increases in overtime pay, Ne-
gotiations for similar increases
are in process with the New Fng-
land Steamship Company and the
Robin Line, after flat refusals by
the operators resulted in strikes
by the union.

The S. I. U.'tied up N. E. 8. &
Co, ships plying between New
Bedford and the fashionable sum-
mer resorts of Nantucket and
Martha's Vineyard for four days
before the shipowners agreed to
talk turkey. Similar action had
recently been taken on the S, S.
Algic, of the Robin Line. Both
lines have now submitted the de-
mands to arbitration, afier rein-
stating the strikers under closed
shop contract without any dis
crimination.

The gains made by the S. 1. U,
and the spirt of militancy attend-

ing the demands are in sharp
contrast 10 the actions of the Na-
tional Maritime Union’s Stalinist
leadership. The NMU officials
proposed a demand of only $2.50
monthly inereases, in an effort
to scab on the rival union, with-
out any demands for an increase
in the overtime rate. The firm
ingistence of the S, 1. U, upon its
demands, backed by a militant
membership, defeated this scabby
effort of the Stalinist stooges in
the NMU, the shipowners grant-
ing a 85 monthly raise even on
NMU ships.
SIU Way Ahead

Wages on S. 1. U. ships are any-
where from $£20 to $17.50 higher
per month than on NMU vessels.
Overtime pay is 80 cents as
against 70 cents on NMU sghips.
Working conditions are likewise
beyond comparison.
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First Costs To Labor

of “National Defense”

The city of Bulfalo has suspend-
ed five repair men on charge of
“non-cooperation in the nafional
detense program.” Municipal em-
ployees at Niagara Falls arve being
“mugged” and linger-printed "to
forestall possible sabotage.” The
National Association of Manufac-
turers is pressing  harder than
ever to emasculate the National
Labor Relations Ac¢t “in the in-
terests of the defense program.”

Secretary of  Labor Frances
Perkins told the annual conven-
tion of the Massachusetts State
Federation of Lubor that strikes
will not hamper the national de-
rense program as they did in 1917
because “labor now huas decent
working  conditions."” Falling
vight into line with the Madame,
the national AFL representative to
the convention told the gathering
that negotiations ust be the
process rather than strikes. Mo
ny a legitimate strike” he said,
“will hace to be avoided by the
self-discipline of labor unions.”

A CIO union in Jamestown,
New York, voted to send two of
its members into a struck plant
to crate 143 aivplane struts for
shipment at the request of the
War Department. A taste de-
mands a meal. The War Depari
ment will next claim that the
strike itself is “against the inter-
ests of the national defenses.”

Roeing aircraft workers, AFIL,
have just been shunted away from
strike action and into the morass
of arbitration. Sidney Iillman
did the job for the bosses.

Two regional dirvectors of the
UAW-CTO rushed into South Bend,
Indiana to investigate reports of
a slow-down demonstration at the
Bendix Aviation Corporation
plant. The company demands that
the union rid its ranks ol “a
group of agitators.” UAW secre-
tary-treasurer, George M. Addes.
has said that the Internationai
officials “will not tolerate such an
interference with  prodaction.”
'BI agents swarmed through the

plant, “invest.gating repovis  of
sabotage.”
The bosses and their .govern-

ment are moving rapidly in their
campaign to curb trade union ac-
tion and force the workers to sub-
mit helplessly to war regimenta-
tion. The trade union official-
dom is making an inglorious re-
treat in the face of this atlack.

What the bosses and their gov-
ernment really have in mind “in
the interests of national defense”
is made plain by recent  dis-
patches from a'woad, Agreements
covering working hours and la
bor conditions in the metal trades
in some industrial districts of
New Zealand were suspended by

government ovder on Aungust 3.
Six days later, a government
decree was  issued  banning all
strikes in Northern Ireland for

the duration of the war.
The Phillipine National Assem-

bly has voted President Quezon
anthority to  prohibit  strikes.
Thig lafter action oceurs on

United States territory. Since the
Phillipine government is a puppet

by Farrell Dobbs

of Washington, that means that
Washington is trying this scheme
out there.

Gallup Poll Must Have

Reached Scissor-bills

The Gallup poll has released
statisties showing the results of
a survey on the question, “Should
the government forbid strikes in
industries manutacturing material
for our national defense?” 83%
of the persons guestioned in the
upper income group are reported
as favoring the prohibition of
strikes, If anything, this is an
understatement of the prevailing
opinion in that group. I1 is also
reported, however, that 73% of
the persons questioned in the
lower income group favored the
strike prohibition. We have no
way of knowing who was qgues-
tioned (o get this “sample” of
publiec opinion. But we have
every reason to doubt its accu-
racy.

It seems that the peregrinations
of the Gallup inguirers led them
to the door of three scissors-bills
for every trade unionist that they
interviewed. Stand up before any
group of trade union workers,
whether it be a meeting of a local
union or a convention of an in-
ternational union, and ask them
this question., They will give you
a quick and decigive answer. They
do mnot favor the prohibition of
strikes “in the interesis of the
national defense,” or for any
other reason. And there are
abont ten million organized work-
ers,

Defense Council Deals

Blow To CIO

The AFL building trades uni-

ons have heen granted jurisdie-
tion over all construction work

under the gigantic armament pro-
gram. The decision of the Na-
tional Defense Couneil was hand-
ed down by its “labor coordina-
tor” Sidney Hillman. a vice-presi-
dent of the CIO. This action is a
vital blow to (he hopes of the
CIO to organize in the construc-
tion industry through itg United
Construction Workers Organizing
Committee,

The CIO has made very little
headway in the industry and the

 methods which it employed in its

organization efforts were some
times not in the best inferests of
the construction workers. There
has been. however, one positive
side to the CIO campaign. Tt
hronght direet pressure on {he
AFL Building Trades Department
fo take a 