
Labors' P rogram : A  Job fo r  E ve ry  W o rke r!
In order to meet the continuing employ

ment and relief crisis, and to provide jobs 
and a decent living for the people of the 
United States, we propose that the regular 
1940 session of the Congress of the United 
States shall enact emergency legislation to 
put into immediate effect the following:

1. Appropriation of $10,000,000,000 to 
provide, at once, jobs on housing and other 
public works projects for all employable 
workers.

2. Amendment of the Wages and Hours 
Act to provide throughout private industry 
and public works a maximum work week of 
30 hours and a minimum weekly pay of 30 
dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability 
pensions.

4. Appropriation of $3,000,000,000 to 
guarantee either maintenance a t school or 
jobs for all youth.

S ocia lis t A p p e a l LET THE PEOPLE 
VOTE ON WAR

FDR TO GREET CONGRESS WITH 
RELIEF CUTS, ARMS INCREASES

_____ ._______________________________ ■____________ — ------------------------------------------------------------- -—  —  / i v . ------------------------------------------------------ -

A ll War Funds to 
The Unemployed!

, A N  E D IT O R IA L

Next week the regular session of Congress w ill convene 
in Washington.

Roosevelt has already announced the program that he wu 
put before Congress. It. boils down to three chief points.

1. Billions fo r armaments— probably half a billion more 
during the next fiscal year than was appropriated at the last
regular session. .

2. Three to five hundred million dollars less fo r 14 f A.
3. Dictatorial lazes, under the disguise of amendments to 

the Wagner Act and bills against “ aliens and subversive ele
ments," designed to smash, the democratic rights of labor and 
anti-war militants.

GUNS- AND A IR P L A N E S  IN S T E A D  OE POOD 
A N D  JOBS! PO LIC E CLUBS A N D  J A IL  FOR A N Y 
O N E  W H O  OBJECTS!

That is the Roosevelt program for Congress. Indeed. 
Roosevelt started putting this program into effect more than 
a year ago, and he has already marched a long way toward
his goal. . .

I f  you don’t think so. read the statistics on armament
building, and then compare them with the relief crisis ui Ohio 
and elsewhere, or the drop of a million and a half m W I  A_

Congress is going to carry out Roosevelt s new orders if  
the workers of the country don’t turn the heat on.

W e have got to have a program ^f our own to 
oppose to Roosevelt's. W e have got to demand 
that Congress enact our program, and not Roose- 
velt's.

Our program has got to have for its goal: A 
job and a decent living for every worker.

The S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l  puts forward the following clear 
and simple emergency program for this session o f Congress.

1. Appropriation of $ 10,000,000,000 to provide, 
at once, jobs on housing and other public works projects for 
all employable workers.

2. Amendment of the Wages and Hours Act to provide 
throughout private industry and public works a maximum 
work week of 30 hours and a minimum weekly pay 
of 30 dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability pen-

S'°4.S’Appropriation of $3,000,000,000 to guaran
tee either maintenance at school or jobs for all 
youth. . (.

I f  anyone tries to tell us that this program is too ex
treme,” or complains, “ Where w ill the money for it  come 
from ?”  we answer :

You seem to have plenty of money fo r battleships and 
machine guns. ,

You seem to have plenty of money to pay more than a 
billion dollars a year to the banks and insurance companies 
and millionaires who own Federal securities.

Take that money to give us jobs.
The big corporations have been coining money hand over 

fist since the war started. Take that money, and use it to pay 
pensions to the aged and the sick.

The first S ixty Families alone have got more money, 
much more, than would be needed for this entire program. 
Take that money from  the S ixty Families, and put it  to work. 
I f  the Sixty Families whine too much about it, leave them a 
few million apiece so that they won’t run out o f caviar. There 
w ill be plenty left over.

Our program is not at all extreme, and there is plenty ol 
money. I t  is a very modest program, in the light o f the re
sources and possibilities of this wonderful country.

I f  labor would get behind such a program, i f  the unions 
and unemployed organizations would put their shoulders to it, 
i f  the people would demand action from their liberal-talking 
and reactionary-acting representatives in Congress, we would 
soon see some sparks flying at this session which would wipe 
the grin off Roosevelt’s face, and put a big kink in his war

Pl Jobs, not Guns! A Job and a Decent Living for 
Every W orker!

C. P. MACHINE 
GETS BIG BLOW 
IN FOOD UNION

Ban Socialist Appeal 
In Canada, India and 

British West Indies

Progressives Poll 
Large Vote in Re
cent Elections

Behind the Lines
By G EORGE STE R N

D u rin g  the f ir s t  m on th  o f the 
new yea r the  cris is  in  Japanese- 
A m erican  re la tions  w i l l  en te r an 
acute phase. The trade  tre a ty  of 
1911 denounced by  P resident 
Roosevelt s ix  m onths ago w il l  
exp ire  on Jan. 26. The nego tia 
tions fo r  rep lac ing  i t  invo lve  no t 
m ere ly  trade  questions b u t the 
broader and g ra ve r issues o f 
Japan’s position  in  E a s t Asia , its  
re la tions  w ith  the Soviet U n ion, 
and its  ro le in  the  w ar.

side B E FO R E  Stalin’s Invasion
of Finland, and began showing 
signs of conciliation toward U.S. 
imperialism A F T E R  the inva
sion is an extremely significant 
fact. Even if  sheer weight of 
numbers should bring belated 
Soviet victories in Finland, the 
Japanese m ilitarists along w ith  
hawk-eyed observers throughout 
the world, have had a chance to 
observe the much-vaunted Red 
A rm y machine in action.

QUILL FACES 
OPPOSITION IN 
SUBWAY UNION

LaGuardia Program 
Throwing Thousands 
Out of Jobs in N. Y.

Under the pressure of open 
threats of an embargo, supple
mented by ostentatious additions 
to U.S. naval and a ir strength in 
the F a r East, Japan has made a  
token gesture of conciliation. I t  
has promised to re-open to A m 
erican and other foreign shipping 
the lower Yangtze River, which 
i t  closed a fte r conquering Shang
hai and Nanking two years ago.

Japanese spokesmen represent
ed th is  step as a m a jo r conces
sion on Japan’s p a r t  and seem
ed to  look fo r some im m edia te  
so ften ing  o f the  A m erican  a t t i 
tude, w h ich  has g row n  ex trem e ly  
tough  d u rin g  the  la s t tw o  
m onths.

In  this they are doomed to dis
appointment. They w ill have to 
come across w ith  much more be
fore a  W ashington-Tokyo deal 
can be consummated.

M eanw hile, as the cou n te rfo il 
to  its  d icke rin g  w ith  the  U.S., 
Japan continues its  nego tia tions 
w ith  the  S oviet U n ion  and in  
Japan its e lf  a fa ir ly  broad d iv i
sion appears to  have takten place 
in  the  ru lin g  c irc les a long the 
lines o f a Russian o rie n ta tio n  on 
the one side, and an A m erican  
o rie n ta tio n  on the other.

That the Japanese leaned fa r  
more definitely on the Russian

I t  was w h a t they  learned th a t 
la y  back o f the  unusua lly  s w if t  
and s t if f  re ta lia to ry  action  aga in
s t the U .’S.S.R. taken  by  E ng land 
and F rance th rou gh  the  League 
and by th is  coun try . I t  also m ust 
be p la y in g  no sm all p a r t  in  the 
decisions now being made in  
Japan’s inne r councils concern
in g  th a t  c o u n try ’s course d u rin g  
the com ing fa te fu l m onths.

F o r in 1940 all those nations 
not yet d irectly involved in hos
tilities are destined to be forced 
to move one way or another. 
M any countries whose “neutral
ity ” is only a  th in  mask for ac
tual participation— like the U.S. 
— w ill take steps toward more 
decisive intervention in the con
flict.

W h a t C ham berla in  to ld  the 
House o f Commons a  few  weeks 
ago s t i l l  rem ains the sa lien t fa c t 
o f the w a r: the fin a l lineups are 
n o t ye t decided and those now 
w a rr in g  do n o t y e t know  o r are 
no t ye t sure who w il l  tu rn  ou t 
to be friends and who foes when 
the showdown comes. They w i l l  
be lo ts  surer, i t  is  safe to  say, 
long before 1940 in  its  tu rn  jo ins  
the present ou tgo ing  yea r in  d a rk  
record o f th is  epoch o f ca p ita lis t 
decline and d is in te g ra tio n .

The Q u ill a d m in is tra tio n  lead
ers o f Loca l 100 o f the T ra n sp o rt 
W orke rs  U n ion  have been re tu rn 
ed to  office in  an election where 
fo r  the f irs t  tim e  in  the loca l’s 
h is to ry , they faced the s t if f  com 
p e titio n  of an opposition slate, 
w h ich  was backed by the Associ
a tion  o f C a tho lic  T rade U n io n 
ists. W ill ia m  F. Connolly, opposi
tio n  candidate fo r  sec re ta ry -tre a 
surer, po lled a vo te  o f 8,157 as 
aga ins t 12,213 fo r  the  Q u ill-ba ck 
ed incum bent, Faber.

I f  the a d m in is tra tio n  does no t 
p u t up a m uch m ore m il ita n t  and 
effective un ion f ig h t  today than  
i t  d id  prev iously , the T ra n sp o rt 
W orke rs  U n ion  faces the loss o f 
some 3,000 m embers and the re 
s u lta n t dem ora liza tion  and w eak
en ing o f the un ion as a  whole. 

Jobless “E l” W orkers
A  yea r ago, the C ity  o f New 

Y o rk  to o k  t i t le  to  the S ix th  A ve 
nue E levated line  o f the  M an
h a tta n  RaUway Company. The 
road was closed on December 5, 
1938 and s ix  hundred employees 
were p u t ou t on the s tree t w ith 
ou t jobs. B orough P resident Is 
aacs and M a y o r L a  G uard ia  
prom ised th a t jobs w ou ld  be pro
vided fo r  the s ix  hundred w o rk 
ers.

Quill, then a city councilman, 
urged the union membership to 

(Continued on Page 2)

The S ta lin is t m achine w h ich  
fo r  th ree  years has ru led  sup
reme over the  H o te l and Res
ta u ra n t Em ployees In te rn a tio n a l 
A lliance  in  N ew  Y o rk ’ was dealt 
severe blows in the  past weeks 
by  the w o rke rs  in  th ree locals.

In  the recent elections the  p ro 
gressive groups polled su ffic ien t
ly  la rge  votes to  seriously  th re a t
en the ru le  o f the co n tro llin g  
clique and to  end fo reve r the 
fa ir y  ta le  th a t you can’t  beat the 
S ta lin is t m achine.
Progressives W in  No. 42 Board  

In  loca l 42, the chain re s ta u r
a n t local, where the S ta lin is t ad
m in is tra tio n  ju s t  recen tly  signed 
a ro tte n  tw o  year con tra c t w ith  
the em ployers, the progressives 
elected W a lte r C u rry  to  the  V ice- 
P residency and w on a m a jo r ity  
on the E xecu tive  Board, besides 
e lecting three de lgates to  the lo 
cal jo in t  board, tw o  delegates to  
the cen tra l labo r body, a serg
eant o f arm s and a delegate to 
the W om en’s Trade U n ion 
League.

In  loca l 677, the Soda C lerks, 
where the ra n k  and file  re v o lt 
aga ins t the S ta lin is t a d m in is tra 
t io n  rose h ighest,' the p rogres
sives came w ith in  f ir in g  d istance 
o f de feating  the S ta lin is t adm in
is tra t io n  fo r  a ll offices. W illia m  
M ontgom ery, t h e  progressive 
candidate fo r  the post o f Secre
ta ry -T reasu re r, lo s t by on ly  sev
en votes and was defeated fo r  
delegate to  the local J o in t Board 
by on ly  tw o  votes. ( I t  m us t be 
added, the S ta lin is ts  counted the 
vo tes!) M on tgom ery  succeeded 
in  being elected delegate to  the 
C entra l T rades &  L a b o r Coun
cil. Tire election cam paign 
was carried  on a f te r  tw o  o f the 
lead ing progressives, Eddfe W eg
ne r and Pete H u tn ic k , had been 
il le g a lly  removed fro m  th e ir  
posts as o rgan izers  and deprived 
o f th e ir  r ig h t  to  run fo r  office.

Progressives Double Vote
In  loca l 302, the ca fe te ria  

w orkers, several groups un ited  on 
the p rog ram  o f a dem ocratic, m il
ita n t  un ion under the  banner o f 

(Continued on Page 2)

The Socia lis t Appea l has re
ceived the fo llo w in g  notice 
fro m  the U n ited  S tates Post 
O ffice:

“ T h is o ffice is in  rece ip t of a 
com m unica tion  fro m  the Post
al A d m in is tra tio n  o f Canada, 
in  w h ich  i t  is sta ted th a t the 
pu b lica tio n  e n title d  ‘S oc ia lis t 
A ppea l’ , has been placed on the 
lis t  o f publications, the tra n s 
m ission o f w h ich  by post is 
p roh ib ited  in  Canada.

A  ia rg e  bundle o rd e r o f the 
Appeal, w h ich  has been go ing 
to  a com pany in  K ingston , 
Jam aica, B r it is h  W est Indies, 
has been p u t under ban by the 
B r it is h  au th o ritie s  who, in  ad
d ition , are con fiscating  a ll 
copies they can la y  th e ir  hands 
on.

The B r it is h  d ic ta to rsh ip  in  
In d ia  has likew ise confiscated 
copies o f the Appea l and ban
ned its  fu r th e r  transm ission.

The Appea l is also p roh ib ited  
fro m  transm iss ion to  Germ any, 
I ta ly ,  the S ovie t U n ion, Japan 
and a num ber o f o ther coun
tries.

CANADA JUDGE 
REJECTS WATSON 
APPEAL PLEA

Watson Scores Fake 
W ar for Democracy 
In Court Speech

TO R O N TO , Canada— F  r a n k  
Watson’s appeal against the first 
Canadian conviction for a breach 
of the Defence of Canada Regu
lations enacted under the W ar 
Measures A ct was rejected by 
Judge Honeywell in Appeal 
Court, Toronto on November 
29th. The appeal was ably con
ducted by John C. Risk, but the  
further evidence introduced by 
the accused was of no avail. “I  
am not putting m y judgement 
agamst. th a t of M agistrate  
Browne” , concluded Judge Honey
well, “nor do I  see fit to a lter 
the sentence in any way.” Thus 
the original sentence of six 
months plus a fine of $300 or 
an additional six months was 
sustained.

Asked for fu rther details about 
his speech, Watson stated that 
he had scored fascism in Ger- 

(Continued on Page 3)

Minneapolis Labor Opposes 
Jingo Campaign fo r  Finland

W H E R E A S , on M arch 23, 1938, the Minneapolis Central La
bor Union adopted a  resolution declaring Its unalterable opposi
tion tq w ar, w ar preparations and m ilita ry  budgets, and

W H E R E A S , today the government, the employers’ press and 
the radio and newsreels are engaged in a  systematic campaign 
to create a  jingoistic w ar spirit, utilizing Soviet Russia’s inva
sion of F inland for this purpose, and

W H E R E A S , organized labor was deceived in the last “W ar  
to M ake the W orld Safe for Democracy,” which destroyed m il
lions of lives and brought about reaction instead of democracy, 
and

W H E R E A S , the government’s preparations for w ar are a  
m ortal danger to organized labor and the unemployed, as re
vealed by a study of the M -D ay plans for a  m ilita ry  dictator
ship in w ar time, now

T H E R E F O R E  B E IT  R E S O LV E D , th a t the Minneapolis Cen
tra l Labor Union again declares its unalterable opposition to any 
w ar launched by the government; th a t we again demand th a t  
all w ar funds be transferred immediately to the relief of the 
unemployed; th a t we oppose intervention by the United States 
on either side of the present w ar in Europe; th a t we declare 
our support to the proposal for a  national referendum binding 
on Congress for any and a ll wars.

(Adopted December 13, 1939, by the Minneapolis Central L a
bor Union. Introduced by Miles Dunne, secretary-treasurer, 
Teamsters Joint Council.)

W ill Slash 
Relief By 
One-third

Roosevelt is presenting an 
“ economy” budget to Con
gress next week, lie indicated 
to his press conference Tues
day.

The economy, it was clear, 
would be mainly at the ex
pense of the workers and 
farmers.

R e lie f Slash Com ing

The outlay for relief, 
slashed to the hone last year, 
will be chopped down still 
further. A  m illion and a half 
men and women were fired 
from the W P A  rolls during 
the current fiscal year, to 
keep W PA expenditures 
down to $1,400,000,000. Now 
Roosevelt plans to propose a 
total fo r the coming fiscal 
year of $1,000,000,000 —  
which means to add to last 
year’s cuts a further cut of 
$400,000,000 and a further 
dismissal of about one out of 
three o f those still remaining 
on W P A  rolls.

Farmers w ill he the victims
of sharp cuts in  ou tlays  fo r  fa rm  
ten an t loans, re h a b ilita tio n  loans 
and p a r ity  paym ents.

Funds Go To A rm s
The m oney “ saved" a t the ex

pense o f the w o rke rs  and fa rm ers  
w il l  go to  Roosevelt's g ig a n tic  
a rm am qn t-p rogram . W hile  a lm ost 
every o th e r item  in  the p re lim i
n a ry  budget estim ates is to  be 
cut, the a rm y  and navy budgets 
have become the sacred cows of 
W ashing ton.

T h a t’s Roosevelt’s idea o f a 
budget and i t  w ill,  o f course, be 
backed before Congress by a ll 
the B ig  Business lobbies. F. D. R. 
is now the w h ite -h a ire d  boy o f a ll 
the reactionaries.

CIO , A F L  Proposals
Congress w i l l  also have before 

i t  the le g is la tive  proposals o f the 
C IO  and A F L .

The C IO  is ask ing fo r  a pub lic  
w o rks  p ro g ra m  to  fu rn is h  three 
m illio n  jobs. T h is  is a modest, in  
fa c t inadequate proposal, fo r  de
sp ite  a ll the “ w a r boom”  ba llyhoo, 
ten  m illio n  jobless can find  no 
place in  p r iv a te  in d u s try . In  gen
era l, the C IO  le g is la tive  p ro g ra m  
reveals no serious a tte m p t to  l in k  
the in te res ts  o f the vas t a rm y  o f 
the unem ployed w ith  the fa te  o f 
the trade  unions.

O ddly enough, the  A F L  is now  
pu b lic is in g  one im p o rta n t de
m and w h ich  is fa r  m ore p rogres
sive than  any o f those ra ised by 
the  C IO — the demand fo r  the s ix - 
hour da y  and five -day  week w ith 
ou t reduction  in  wages. The de
c la ra tio n  fo r  the  30-hour week 
w ith o u t reduction  in  pay, adop t
ed by  the  recent A F L  convention, 
is the lead ing  s to ry  o f th is  week’s 
issue o f the  A F L  W eek ly  News 
Service.

The Class Issue 
Even the conserva tive leader

sh ip  o f the A F L  pu ts  the  ques
t io n  in  its  ba rest class te rm s: 
“ M ach ine ry  w h ich  enables w o rk 
in g  men and wom en to  produce 
ever la rg e r qu an titie s  o f w e a lth  
sha ll n o t be m obilized by  the 
owners o f in d u s try  fo r  the  sole 
purpose o f p ro fits  regard less o f 
social in ju ry .”

Let Congress hear that de
mand— fo r the 30-hour week w ith  
no reduction in pay! A  minim um  
wage of $30 a week fo r every
body who wants to work!
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Hollywood’s Epic Film

'Gone with the Wind'  
Glorifies the Old 
Slaveholding South

E ig h ty  m illio n  Am ericans v is it  
the c inem a every week, and, in 
the course o f the next year or 
so, pehaps n in e ty  m illio n  w il l  see 
the f ilm  “ Gone W ith  the W ind ." 
M illio n s  w i l l  ge t fro m  th is  f ilm  
th e ir  m ost pow erfu l im pression 
o f the ' g rea test C iv il W a r in  h is 
to ry  and one o f the decisive tu rn 
in g  po in ts  in  m odern c iv iliza tion .

W h a t w i l l  they  see? A t  the 
ve ry  s ta r t  we are in fo rm ed th a t 
the f ilm  is a tr ib u te  to  the “ grace 
and g a lla n try "  o f a vanished c iv 
iliz a t io n — “ the age o f c h iv a lry ."  
The South was a " la n d  o f grace 
and p le n ty ”  (ou r quota tions are 
l i te ra l) .  The C iv il W a r took 
place, God knows w h y : as fa r  as 
can be made ou t fro m  the film , 
ow ing to  the hotheadedness and 
ch iva lrous g a lla n try  o f the 
Southern cavaliers, and the 
Southerners los t because, b lin d 
ed by  th e ir  excessively m a rt ia l 
qua lities, they  did no t no tice th a t 
they  had no m un itio n  factories.

A S L A V E  O W N E R S ’
P IC T U R E  O F  S L A V E R Y

O f the slaves themselves, old 
O’H a ra  te lls  S carle tt, “ You m ust 
be firm , bu t you m ust be gentle, 
especia lly w ith  da rk ies." The 
Negroes, no t on ly  the house-ser
vants bu t the field-hands, are a ll 
fa ith fu l un to  death. Negroes are 
a ll r ig h t— so long as the y  are 
kep t in  th e ir  places. O f the old 
N egro  m am m y, R h e tt B u tle r  
says th a t there are few  persons 
whose respect he so m uch values. 
W hen S ca rle tt O H ara  sees the 
fa ith fu l Negro m an-servant in  
tears, she says, “ I  can stand an y 
body’s tears b u t yours .”  W hen 
A sh ley  rem onstrates w ith  Scar
le t t  about e x p lo it in g  w h ite  con
victs, she re to rts  th a t he w asn’t  
so p a r tic u la r  about ow ning 
slaves. A sh ley replies th a t s lav
e ry  was d iffe re n t; we tre a t them  
well, and besides he in tended to 
free a ll his. W hen S ca rle tt is a t 
tacked by louts, a w h ite  and a 
Negro, i t  is a Negro, a fo rm e r 
slave, who rescues her a t g rea t 
danger to  h im self.

O f the carpetbaggers, robbers 
o f the South in  Southern m y th 
ology, we ge t a b r ie f b u t em
pha tic  in d ica tion  w ith  a p a rtic u 
la r ly  gaudy and fa t- lo o k in g  c a r
petbag to  sym bolize N o rth e rn  ra 
pac ity . A nd , g lo ry  be to  the God 
o f H is to ry , the N egro ex-slave 
who rescues S ca rle tt is th a n k fu l 
to  leave the South because he 
has had enough o f these carpe t
baggers.

Incred ib le  as i t  m ay sound, the 
decisive resu lt o f the w a r, the 
ab o lition  o f slavery, is  no t d ire c t
ly  m entioned in  over three hours. 
The S ou th  would no t have been 
able to  stand th a t. A nd  fo r  good 
reason. As the  a rtic le  by R obert 
B irchm an  on Southern a g r ic u l
tu re  ( in  the December New  In 
ternational) shows, the essen
tia ls  o f N egro s lavery  s t i l l  re 
m ain  over la rge  p a rts  o f the 
South.

NEG RO  PRESS C O M M E N T  
O N  T H E  P IC T U R E

The p ic tu re  is a s tim u lus  to 
the old pre jud ices and hatreds 
w h ich  were the n a tu ra l outcome 
o f cha tte l s lavery  and w h ich  
m ust continue on the basis o f 
the sharecropping system of to 
day. W r it in g  in  the A m sterdam  
News o f December 23, St. C la ir 
Bourne notes "the  fond illus ions 
o f the days o f s la ve ry" re in forced 
in  m any Southern w h ites  since 
the y  have seen the p ic tu re  a t the 
A t la n ta  prem iere. Bourne reports  
th a t a Negro g ir l  who takes care 
o f tw o  l i t t le  w h ite  boys, one of 
them  e ig h t and the  o ther ten, no

ticed th a t on the m orn ing  a fte r  
the prem iere they  acted s trange
ly  to her. On being questioned, 
the elder said he had overheard 
his parents, who had seen the 
film , discussing s la v ry  and the 
C iv il W ar. T h is  sm all boy con
tinued, “ Y ou ’d be a slave too, i f  
i t  wasn’t  fo r  the Yankees. A nd 
then m y  D addy w ou ldn ’t  have to 
pay you. . . .’ ’

Even in  the m ak ing  o f th is  
p ic tu re , the n a tu ra l resentm ent 
o f the Negroes showed itse lf. The 
P ittsb u rg h  C ourie r c la im s th a t 
the s c r ip t as o r ig in a lly  w r it te n  
was even m ore offensive to  the 
Negro people and i t  was on ly  be
cause o f the C ourie r a g ita tio n  
th a t some o f the offending pa rts  
were taken  ou t. The Amsterdam  
News, December 16, states th a t 
d u rin g  production  m any Negroes, 
ir r i ta te d  a t the role th a t was a t
tr ib u te d  to  th e ir  people, refused 
to  go on w ith  th e ir  pa rts ; there 
were quarre ls  and even fis t 
figh ts.

T E L L  T H E  T R U T H  A B O U T  
T H E  C IV IL  W A R

The h is to rica l s ta tem ents and 
im p lica tions  o f the p ic tu re  are 
false fro m  beginn ing to  end. A  
few  thousand slaveholders in  the 
South exp lo ited  the m illions  o f 
slaves, w h ile  a few  thousand 
others bred slaves fo r  the slave 
m a rke t as today people breed 
horses and dogs. I f  house ser
vants were o ften trea ted k in d ly , 
the m a jo r ity , the Negroes in  the 
field, were w orked to death and 
te rro rized  in o rder to be kep t in 
submission. B y  the m iddle o f the 
n ineteenth cen tu ry  the slave sys
tem  was ba nkrup t. B u t the 
slaveowners wanted to  establish 
th e ir  dom ina tion  over the coun
t r y  in  o rder to shape its  course 
fo r  no o ther purpose than the 
m aintenance o f th e ir  ro t t in g  and 
rea c tion a ry  system. The N o rth 
ern in du s tria lis ts , in  th a t age 
progressive, crushed the South 
because the South was a check 
on c a p ita lis t production. In  the 
w a r 220,000 Negroes fo u g h t on 
the N o rth e rn  side.

T h a t was the C iv il W ar. I t  is 
the d u ty  o f a ll revo lu tionaries 
w herever possible to  p o in t out 
the gross h is to r ic a l fa ls ifica tio ns  
o f th is  p ic tu re , and to  do a ll in  
th e ir  power to  counteract the 
pernicious influence th a t i t  is 
l ik e ly  to have on the m inds o f 
the people, who, kno w in g  no bet
te r, m ay be tem pted to  accept 
th is  as h is to ry .

National Negro Dept., 
Socialist W orkers P arty

Speech o f 
Leon Trotsky

recorded on tw o  d iscs ; made 
fo r  the New Y o rk  meeting 
celebrating the tenth ann iver
sary o f the found ing  o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l in th is  
country.

Only 50 sets available
$6.00 each per set

Get Yours To-day !

Send check o r money order—  
not cash.

•

P io n e e r  P u b lis h e rs
116 University Place 

New York, N . Y .

LEON TROTSKY

'W hy I Consented to Appear 
Before the Dies Committee'

I t  is absolutely false th a t I  
am now answering questions 
put to me by M r. Matthews, 
Chief Investigator of the so- 
called Dies Committee. I  have 
neither the slightest knowledge 
of M r. M atthews’ whereabouts 
nor the slightest connection 
w ith him. I  accepted and I  am  
ready to acept again the invi
tation of the Committee of the 
House of Representatives to 
appear as a  witness before it  
in order to  give the American  
public correct information  
about questions which are 
probably more fam iliar to me 
than any other person. But I  
never accepted and I  don’t  ac
cept any invitation to discuss 
these questions w ith M r. Dies 
or M r. M atthews behind closed 
doors.

L. TR O TS K Y
Coyoacan, D.F.
December 17, 193!)

This statement was pre
pared by the author as a  
press release upon his arrival 
in the United States. Dies 
and his committee decided, 
however, to w ithdraw  the in
vitation. They demonstrated 
clearly by this that in their 
own opinion the appearance 
of Comrade Trotsky before 
fhe Committee would pro
vide no help to its reaction
ary aims, but would hinder 
them. M o r e  perspicacious 
people had no doubt about it  
from the beginning. W e print 
C o m r a d e  Trotsky’s state
ment because, quite apart 
from the panicky retreat of 
the Dies Committee, it  shows 
how reactionary institutions 
can be utilized for revolu
tionary purposes. —  Editorial 
Board.

*  *  *

W hy did I  agree to  appear be
fore the Dies C om m ittee? N a tu r 
a lly  no t in  o rder to fa c il ita te  the 
rea liza tion  o f M r. Dies’ p o litica l 
aims, p a r tic u la r ly  the passing of 
federa l law s aga inst one o r an
o ther e x tre m is t “ p a r ty ."  B e ing an 
irreconc ilab le  opponent no t on ly 
o f fascism  b u t also o f the pres
en t-day C om inte rn , I  am a t the 
same tim e  decidedly aga inst the 
suppression o f e ith e r o f them .

The o u tla w in g  o f fasc is t groups 
w ou ld  in e v ita b ly  have a fic tit io u s  
cha rac te r: as rea c tion a ry  o rgan
iza tions they can easily change 
co lor and adap t themselves to 
any k in d  o f o rgan iza tiona l fo rm  
since the in flu e n tia l sections of 
the ru lin g  class and o f the gov
ernm enta l apparatus sym path ize 
considerab ly w ith  them  and these 
sym path ies in e v ita b ly  increase 
d u rin g  tim es o f p o lit ic a l cris is.

As fo r  the Com intern , suppres
sion could on ly  help th is  com 
p le te ly  degenerated and com pro
mised organ iza tion . The d iff ic u lty  
in the C om in te rn ’s s itu a tio n  is a 
resu lt o f the irreconc ilab le  con
tra d ic tio n  between the in te rn a 
tio n a l w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent and 
the in te rests o f the K re m lin  ru l
in g  clique. A f te r  a ll its  z ig-zags 
and deceptions, the  C om inte rn  
has obviously entered its  period 
o f decom position. The suppres
sion o f the C om m unist P a rty  
would im m ed ia te ly  re-establish

its  rep u ta tio n  in  the eyes o f the 
w o rke rs  as a persecuted fig h te r 
aga inst the ru lin g  classes.
A L L  SUP P R E S S IO N  USED  
A G A IN S T  W O R K IN G  CLASS

However, the question is no t 
exhausted by th is  consideration. 
U nder the conditions o f the bour
geois regim e, a ll suppression o f 
p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  and freedom , no 
m a tte r whom  they are d irected 
aga inst in  the beginning, in  the 
end in e v ita b ly  bear down upon 
the w o rk in g  class, p a rtic u la r ly  
its  m ost advanced elements. T ha t 
is a law  o f h is to ry- The w orkers  
m ust learn how to d is tingu ish  be
tween th e ir  friends  and th e ir  en
emies according to  th e ir  own 
ju dg m en t and not accord ing to 
the h in ts  o f the police.

I t  is not d iff ic u lt to  p red ic t an 
ad hom inem  ob jection: “ B u t ju s t 
th a t Soviet governm ent in  w h ich  
you you rse lf took  p a rt proscribed 
a ll p o lit ic a l pa rties  except the 
B o lshev iks? ”  E n t ire ly  co rrect; 
and to f l i is  day I  am ready to 
bear respons ib ility  fo r  its  actions. 
B u t one cannot id e n tify  the laws 
o f c iv il w a r w ith  the law s o f 
peaceful periods; the law s o f the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t 
w ith  the laws o f bourgeois dem 
ocracy.

I f  one considered Abraham  
L in c o ln ’s po licy  exc lus ive ly  fro m  
the po in t o f view  o f c iv il l ib 
erties, then the g re a t president 
w ould no t appear ve ry  favo rab ly . 
In  ju s tific a tio n  o f course he could 
say th a t he was compelled to  ap
p ly  c iv il w a r measures in  order 
to  cleanse the dem ocracy o f s lav
ery. C iv il w a r is a sta te  o f tense 
social cris is. One o r ano the r d ic 
ta to rsh ip , in e v ita b ly  g ro w in g  ou t 
o f the conditions o f c iv il w ar, ap
pears fun dam e n ta lly  as an excep

tion  to the rule, a tem po ra ry  re
gime.

I t  is true  th a t the d ic ta to rsh ip  
in the Soviet U n ion did  no t die 
out, bu t on the co n tra ry  took on 
m onstrous to ta lita r ia n  f o r m s .  
Th is is expla ined by the fa c t th a t 
ou t o f the revo lu tion  arose a new 
priv ileged caste w h ich  is incapa
ble o f m a in ta in in g  its  reg im e ex
cept th rou gh  measures o f a h id 
den c iv il w ar. I t  was precise ly 
over th is  question th a t I  broke 
w ith  the K re m lin  ru lin g  clique. I 
was defeated because the w o rk 
in g  class, as a resu lt o f in te rna l 
and exte rna l conditions, showed 
its e lf  to be too weak to liqu ida te  
its  own bureaucracy. I  have, how
ever, no doubt th a t the w o rk in g  
class w il l  liqu ida te  it.

B u t w hateve r the s itu a tio n  in 
the USSR m ay be. the w o rk in g  
class in  the ca p ita lis t countries, 
threatened w ith  th e ir  own en
slavem ent m ust stand in defense 
o f freedom  fo r  a ll p o lit ic a l ten 
dencies in c lud in g  th e ir  own ir re 
concilable enemies. T h a t is w h y  I  
do no t feel the s ligh te s t sym pa
th y  fo r  the aim s o f the Dies Com
m ittee .

I  don’t  have to  exp la in  th a t I  
did no t come here in  o rder to  de
fend “ A m erican  a c tiv itie s ”  aga in
s t “ un -A m erican  a c tiv itie s .”  I  am 
ra th e r badly prepared fo r  th a t 
task. Even worse, a ll m y a t
tem pts to understand ju s t  w h a t 
A m erican ism  consists o f th a t i t  
m ust bo defended, have led to 
no th ing  up to  th is  day. A m erica ’s 
g rea t con tribu tion  to  the treas
ures o f hu m a n ity  can be describ
ed in one w o rd : technique. Th is 
A m erican ism  is ev ident and gen
e ra lly  accepted.

B u t the question s t i l l  remains, 
however, how to app ly  A m erican

QUILL FACES 
OPPOSITION IN 
SUBWAY UNION

Slavery Still Exists 
In Southern States

! ! S O M E T H IN G  N E W  ! !
in  connection w ith  the New  
Y ea r’s Revel in  N ew  Y ork . 
There w i l l  be a bazaar—not 
b ig  b u t ve ry  in te res ting . A  
com rade has donated a bunch 
o f the na tive  products o f coun
tr ie s  south o f us, fro m  M exico 
to  the S tra its  o f M agellan. To 
give you an idea. There is a 
hand-carved gourd  fro m  the 
Andes, some hand-woven ru n 
ners fro m  G uatem ala, a h a t 
and bag fro m  Nassau; some 
p o tte ry , o f course; and w a it  
t i l l  you see w h a t the B ra z il
ians do w ith  B ra z il nuts. You 
w il l  not be able to res is t these 
and m any o th e r un ique and 
a ttra c tiv e  th ings. Come w ith  
the w h e re w itha l to  buy.

M ARXIST SCHOOL 
The Week's Courses

The fo llo w in g  classes w il l  
be g iven a t the M a rx is t 
School, 125 W est 33rd St., 
Room 201, New  Y o rk  C ity , 
d u rin g  the rem a inder o f the 
te rm :

1. The Negro in America 
- Tuesday Janua ry  2 a t 7:15 
p.m .- -GEORGE N O V A C K .

2. The Elements of Social
ism - Tuesday, Janua ry  2 a t 
8:50 p.m.— A. RO BAR T.

3. The Economics of Fas
cism— M onday, January  8 a t 
7:15 p.m .— F. D E M B Y .

4. Problems of the Second 
World W ar—M onday, Janu
a ry  8 a t 8:50 p.m. (L e c tu re r 
to  be announced).

(C on tinued  f ro m  P age 1)
have fa ith  and t ru s t  in  the M a y 
or. B u t a fte r  a ll the smoke c lear
ed, the s ix  hundred unemployed 
tra n s p o rt w o rke rs  rem ained un
employed.

Today the T ra n sp o rt W orkers  
vote o f any opposition candidate, 
2300 votes as aga inst 3000 votes 
fo r  Sam Kramtaerg, the Staling 
is t incum bent. The progressives 
m ore tha n  doubled th e ir  . vote 
U n ion  faces an even m ore des
perate s itua tion . The C ity  adm in
is tra tio n , hav ing  concluded its  
tra n s p o rt "u n if ic a tio n ”  deal w ith  
the bankers, is  anxious to  raise 
a ll ava ilab le  cash in  o rder to 
speed the “ u n ifica tio n ”  proced
ure. T h a t is w hy  they  are rush 
in g  th rou gh  proposals fo r  the de
m o lit io n  o f the Second and N in th  
Avenue lines in  order to raise 
eleven m illio n  do lla rs  in  increas
ed assessments on the ad jo in ing  
properties. The c ity  needs the ad
d itio n a l sum o f m oney to pay to 
the bankers the e x o rb ita n t sums 
agreed to  in  the scandalous “ u n i
fic a tio n ”  deal.

The dem olition  p ro g ra m  w ill 
p u t three thousand m ore tra n s 
p o r t w orkers, a ll m em bers o f the 
union, o u t on the streets. The 
L a  G uard ia  a d m in is tra tio n  con
tinues m ak ing  prom ises about 
p ro v id ing  jobs fo r  the unem ploy
ed men. B u t the C iv il Service 
Com m ission Jou rna l im m ed ia te 
ly  gave the lie  to  these prom ises 
by s ta tin g  th a t  app lica tions fo r  
jobs on the  c ity  subway lines, 
w h ich  are to  be opened in  1940, 
w i l l  be ava ilab le  to  the pub lic  in  
January. In  addition, abou t three 
hundred w orkers , a ll m embers of 
the T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  Union, 
employed a t the im p o rta n t 74th 
S tree t Pow er House w h ich  feeds 
both the Second and N in th  A ve 
nue lines, face the  loss o f th e ir  
jobs when the elevated lines are 
demolished.

I t  is  p la in  as- a p ik e s ta ff th a t 
the g re a t “ fr ie n d  o f La bo r," La - 
G uard ia , in  co llusion w ith  the 
sta te  offic ia ls  and the W a ll S tree t 
bankers, is d r iv in g  th ro u g h  an 
a n ti-un ion  p rogram  designed to 
eve n tua lly  destroy the T ransp o rt 
W orkers  Union.

I t  is o b lig a to ry  fo r  the T rans 
p o rt W orke rs  U n ion  to  im m ed i
a te ly  ra l ly  the whole un ion m em 
bership fo r  a fin ish  f ig h t against 
the double-crossing LaG uard ia  
a d m in is tra tion . I t  is o b lig a to ry  
fo r  the T ransp o rt W orke rs  U n 
ion to  inaugura te  a g re a t cam 
pa ign  to  expose the M a y o r’s 
d rive  to weaken and even tua lly  
destroy the T ra n sp o rt W orkers  
U n ion, and to  ca ll upon the whole 
labo r m ovem ent o f th is  c ity  to  
ra l ly  to  the  cause o f the tra n s 
p o rt w o rke rs  and save the  jobs 
o f over three thousand union

A n  advertisem ent appeared 
la s t week in  the N o rth  C aro lina  
Messenger w h ich read:

N O T IC E — I forbid anyone to 
hire or harbor Herman Miles, 
colored, during the year 1939. 
A. I ’ . Dabbs, Route 1, Yance- 
ville.

Such notices, rem in iscent o f 
slavery, are no t uncom m on in  th is  
area, accord ing to  the Chapel 
H ill,  N . C., W eekly, w h ich  found 
i t  p reva len t a lthough  i t  is fo rm 
a lly  outlaw ed by the  U. S. Sup
reme C ourt. Peonage is aided and 
abetted by the p o litic ian s  and 
judges in  the in te rests o f the 
p la n ta tio n  bosses.

In  1922, the N . Y. World con
ducted a cam paign aga inst such 
peonage conditions, w h ich  resu lt
ed in  the in d ic tm e n t and convic
tion  o f a  b ig  p la n ta tio n  boss. H is 
convic tion  was then ha iled as 
ending peonage— b u t i t  g row s up, 
over and over again, as p a r t o f 
the the vic ious system  o f e x p lo it
a tion  o f the  Negroes.

C. P. MACHINE 
GETS BIG BLOW 
IN FOOD UNION

(Continued from Page 1) 
the U n ited  O pposition and suc
ceeded in c ra ck in g  the ex is ting  
bu reaucra tic  m achine w ide open. 
Besides ach iev ing an average of 
over 42 percent o f the to ta l votes 
cast, the Progressives elected to  
bffice tw o  business agents, Juan 
A v iles  and Joe Diaz, three m em 
bers of the General Council and 
five  members o f the E xecu tive  
Board o f the Independent S tore 
branch. L a rry  P h illips , Opposi
tio n  candidate fo r  the S ecre tary- 
T reasurer, received the record 
over la s t year.

W hy W orkers Revolted
These revo lts  o f the cu lin a ry  

w o rke rs  aga ins t the S ta lin is ts  
came as a re su lt o f three-years 
m isru le . The S ta lin is ts  rode 
roughshod over the  in te res ts  of 
the m em bership. They signed 
agreem ents w h ich  are a disgrace 
to the  labo r m ovem ent. In  m any 
locals the y  have given up union 
con tro l over h ir in g  and fir in g . 
They have signed tw o  and three 
yea r con trac ts  w h ich  m ake no 
provis ions fo r  the  r is in g  cost o f 
liv in g . They ru th less ly  squelched 
the voice o f the ra n k  and file  
w h ich  cried ou t aga inst th is  
treachery.

M any o f the c u lin a ry  w o rkers  
believed th a t the S ta lin is t m a
chine was so w e ll in trenched, i t  
was im possib le to  dislodge It. 
Now  th e y  know  th a t  th is  m a
chine can be beaten.

technique in  the in te rests o f hu 
m an ity . W e hear fro m  H aro ld  
Ickes, H om er Cum m ings, Lew is 
Douglas, and o th e r ou ts tand ing  
representatives o f the present re 
gim e th a t economic monopolies 
con tra d ic t the ideas o f democ
racy. However, nowhere in  the 
w o rld  has the ru le  o f monopolies 
a tta ined  such pow er as in  the 
U n ited  States. W here are we to 
look fo r  A m erican ism : in ab
s tra c t ideas o r in  the re a lity  th a t 
con tra d ic ts  them  ? F u rth e r, is 
chronic unem ploym ent an A m e r
ican o r an un -A m erican  phenom

enon ?
T h o s e  c ircu m scrib ing  l a w s  

w h ich  M r. Dies defends have a 
long h is to ry  in  the European 
countries where they began the 
tra n s itio n a l period fro m  demo
c ra tic  to to ta lita r ia n  regim es 
d u rin g  the las t tw e n ty  years. The 
representatives o f the Y ou th  
Congress openly accused the 
Dies Com m ittee o f scorn ing 
"A m e rican ism .”  I t  would take 
me. a fo re igner, a t least a year 
to s tudy th is  com plicated p rob
lem ; bu t I  don’ t  know  w hethe r 
such a prolonged so journ in  the 
U n ited  States is com patib le w ith  
the p rinc ip les o f "A m e rican ism .”

S T A L IN IS T S  A R E  R E A P IN G  
W H A T  T H E Y  SO W ED

I t  is necessary to  recognize, o f 
course, th a t the C om inte rn  its e lf 
to a g re a t ex ten t prepared th is  
persecution aga inst it .  F o r sever
al years i t  sys tem a tica lly  de
manded th a t its  p o lit ic a l enemies 
o f the le f t  be repressed by the 
dem ocratic governm ents. T h i s  
sham efu l behaviour gave us the 
p o ss ib ility  to p red ic t a long tim e 
ago th a t in  the end the Com in
tern its e lf w ou ld  be caught in  the 
tra p  i t  was p repa ring  fo r  others. 
A nd so i t  happened. B row der 
d idn ’t  w eary  o f dem anding police 
measures aga inst the so-called 
“ T ro ts k y ite s .”  In  the end the po
lice proceeded im p o lite ly  aga inst 
B row de r h im self.

We are no t revengeful in  th is  
respect. H is  u t il iz a t io n  o f a false 
passport does no t f i l l  us w ith  p i
ous ho rro r. I  happened to  use a 
false passport m yse lf in  the 
s trugg le  aga inst C za iism  and re 
action  o f a ll k inds. The m is fo r
tune does no t consist in  the fa c t 
th a t B row de r succeeded once or 
tw ice  in  deceiving the fasc is t or 
o ther police, bu t in  the fa c t th a t 
B row der is sys tem a tica lly  de-r 
ce iv ing  the A m erican  workers. 
The s trugg le  aga inst th is  decep
tion  is an e lem entary po litica l 
task. A  Congressional Com m ittee 
is ju s t as su itab le  fo r  th is  f ig h t 
as the w o rke rs ’ press and the na
tio n a l leg is la tive  bodies.

NO SUPPO RT TO  
O U S TIN G  O F  S T A L IN IS T S

I  g ive no support, however, to 
those leadersof unions and "labo r 
p a rtie s " who, inspired by th e ir  
p a tr io t ic  sentim ents, are exclud
ing Com m unists fro m  th e ir  o r
ganizations. I  consider th is  po l
icy  as ha rm fu l as repressive laws 
aga inst the C om m unist p a rty . A  
union can c a rry  ou t its  task  on ly 
in so fa r as i t  is constructed on the 
princ ip les o f w o rke rs ’ democracy. 
I t  is easy to  d rive  o u t the  S ta lin 
is ts  by bu reaucra tic  measures. I t  
is m ore d iff ic u lt to libe ra te  the 
w o rkers  fro m  confidence in  them. 
B u t on ly  th is  second road can 
cure the w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent and 
lead i t  to  a h igher stage.

The C om inte rn  has lied, de
ceived, and com m itted  treason to 
such an exten t th a t the open t ru th  
is the sharpest weapon aga inst it. 
I t  is ju s t th is  task  w h ich  I  have 
taken upon m yse lf—-to te ll the 
t ru th  about the a c tiv itie s  o f the 
K re m lin  and the Com intern . I  do 
no t prom ise any sensational reve
la tions. B u t they are no t neces
sary. W ha t new reve la tions could 
surpass the proceedings o f the 
Moscow tr ia ls , the liq u id a tio n  o f 
the O ld B o lshevik  G uard, the liq 
u ida tion  o f the Red Generals, the 
sudden a lliance  w ith  H itle r ,  and 
the scandalous zig-zags o f the 
C om inte rn  under the w h ip  o f the 
K re m lin ?  B u t I  can he lp to  as
semble a ll the d iffe re n t pa rts  o f 
th is  p ic tu re  in to  one whole and 
to disclose its  in te rn a l meaning.

W hen t th e  w orkers  understand 
the reac tiona ry  h is to rica l ro le of 
S ta lin ism , they w i l l  themselves 
tu rn  aw ay fro m  i t  w ith  aversion. 
In  o rder to help the w o rkers  in  
th is  I  agreed to  appear before the 
Dies Com m ittee.
Dec. 11, 1939 L. Trotsky
Coyoacan, D. F.

T H E  B R A N C H E S  A T  W O R K : .
“ We have had l i t t le  troub le  in i 

g e ttin g  subscrip tion  renewals. I 
A ll those we have contacted have! 
been p ro m p t in  renew ing th e ir  
subscriptions. We are g e ttin g  
some m ore th is  week.’’— Lois 
Lowell, P hilade lph ia  Appeal 
agent.

"W e w a n t to pass along an 
idea to  the o ther branches. San 
Francisco is bu ild ing  a real w o rk 
ers' reading room. Trade union 
papers, rad ica l papers, m aga
zines, etc. We are bu ild ing  a long 
table, paper racks s im ila r  to the 
k ind  in  lib ra ries , shelves, good 
lig h t in g  over the tables and a 
lite ra tu re  s ta ll where cu rre n t m a
te r ia l is sold.

“ T h is  reading room has cap
tu red  the im a g in a tio n  o f w o rkers  
who arc convinced i t  w il l a t tra c t 
m any o th e r neighborhood w o rk 
ers. I f  no th in g  is go ing  on they 
can s it  and read fo r  an hour o r 
so. Checkers, chess and a rad io 
m ake i t  a k in d  o f w o rke rs ' club. 
Late)' on we hope to  have a k i t 
chen go ing where coffee an' can 
be sold.”  -B ill Morgan, San 
Francisco SW P organizer.

“ We are se llin g  the Appeals 
a lm ost exc lus ive ly  in  f ro n t o f un 
ion meetings. W onderfu l con tact 
has been made th a t w ay .” — Elsie 
Meyers, Oakland literature  
agent.

“ Please increase Toledo’s bun
dle o rder o f the Appeal to 50

copies per issue. We are do ing 
very w e ll w ith  o u r d is tr ib u tio n  
and find th a t the old o rder is no t 
enough.” —J.R., Toledo Appeal 
agent.

*  sic *

The fo llo w in g  lis ts  represents 
new subscrip tions received in  the 
past tw o  weeks:

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  . . . . . . 1 1
M inneapo lis .................. . . . .  7
P h ilade lph ia  ................. -----  4
F ore ign  ........................ -----  5
A k ro n  ............................. . . .. 3
M ontana ........................ -----  3
New Haven .................. ___ 2
W ashington ................. . . . 2
M assachusetts .............-----  2
Los Angeles .................. . . .  2
O akland ........................ . . . .  2
New Jersey ....................___  1
St. Paul ........................ ___  1
D e tro it  ............................
O ssining ........................
F l in t  ............................ -----  1
I llin o is  ........................ ___  1
Connecticut ............... . . .  1
N e w ark  ..........................
W oodstock .................... ___ 1
Kansas ........................
M a ry land  ...................... ___ 1

T o ta l ............................ . . .  54
Chicago has increased its  bun

dle o rder by 50 copies and now  
takes a to ta l o f 200 per issue.

Toledo doubled its  present o r
der fro m  25 to  50 copies per is 
sue.

NOTICE TO ALL 
APPEAL READERS

Subscription rates to the So
cialist Appeal are now uniform  
for the entire country.

The rates are $1.00 for 6 
months; $2.00 for 1 year.

This includes the Bronx and 
M anhattan counties of New  
Y ork C ity where the rate was 
form erly higher.

NEG RO  M IL IT A N T  
B R E A K S  W IT H  S T A L IN IS T S  
E d ito r :

I. Cornelius O’Kennard, have 
resigned fro m  and have no con
nection w ith  the C om m unist P a r
ty  o r any o f its  o rgan izations. I  
¡■eject its  policies. I  find  the S ta l
in is t g roup o f leaders have be
come vic ious enemies o f the 
w o rk in g  class.

The economic conditions o f the 
w o rk in g  class today are worse 
than in  1933. E v ic tions, unem 
ploym ent and re lie f face them  ev
e ry  day. The S ta lin is t leaders 
sold o u t the to ile rs  and u n fo r tu 
nates to the “ M is-D ealers,”  un 
der the disguise of a lo t  o f fan cy  
phrases and p o lit ic a l hokum . The 
s trugg le  o f E th io p ia  aga inst the 
Fascis t arm ies o f M usso lin i and 
the f ig h t o f the Spanish w o rke rs  
against Fascism have been be
trayed  by the C om m unist P a rty . 
Now, the Russian and G erm an 
masses have been com ple te ly  
sold o u t by the S ta lin -H itle r  
"love pac t” .

T hrough  m y  experience as 
m em bership d ire c to r o f U n it  3C 
o f the C om m unist P a rty , as a 
Negro W orld  W a r veteran, and 
as a w o rke r, I  find the Com m u
n is t P a rty  p o licy  dangerous to 
both N egro and w h ite  w o rkers  
who are t r y in g  to  organize the 
w orkers  to rebu ild  the w o rld  on 
a h ighe r plane. The C om m unist 
P a r ty  is c o rru p tin g  and d iso rgan
iz in g  th is  s trugg le .

I  am a revo lu tiona ry  Socialist. 
M y  res igna tion  fro m  the Com m u
n is t P a rty  does no t mean th a t I  
am g iv in g  up the f ig h t  fo r  the 
w o rk in g  class. I  le ft  the Com m u
n is t P a r ty  so I  can continue th is  
f ig h t. M y  a im  in life  is to  do a ll 
I  can to  help bu ild  a socie ty o f 
equals— S O C IA L IS M .

Sincerely,
Cornelius O’Kennard

Chicago, 111.

L O U IS  F IS C H E R  D E N O U N C E S  
S T A L IN , MOSCOW  T R IA L S
E d ito r:

Louis F ische r spoke here on 
Dec. 10 a t F o rd  H a ll and e le c tr i
fied his audience - fo r  he was fo r 
m e rly  M oscow ’s lead ing apolo
g is t !— by his denuncia tion o f 
S ta lin ’s fram eups and purges. 
“ Hundreds o f thousands o f Com
m un ists  have been shot. . . . W ith  
bu t one exception every Soviet 
o ffic ia l who re tu rned  fro m  Spain 
has been executed. . . . The p u rg 
es have created a deep g u lf be
tween the w o rkers  o f the USSR 
and the S ta lin  bureaucracy. The 
masses no longer speak o f the 
governm ent as ‘W e’ b u t as 
’T hey ’.” These were some o f the 
s ig n ifica n t sta tem ents by F is 
cher.

He said th a t he and o the r co r
respondents, such as V incen t 
Sheean, had kep t s ilen t about the 
Moscow tr ia ls , no t because they 
believed the tr ia ls , bu t because 
they had “ no t wanted to  h u r t the 
cause o f the Spanish w o rke rs .”  
F ischer declared th a t T ro ts k y  
had a lw ays stood fo r  the defense 
o f the USSR, never d ire c tin g  o r 
suppo rting  any m ovem ent aga in
s t it ,  hav ing  a lw ays fo u g h t on ly  
the co rru p t S ta lin  bureaucracy 
and its  policies.

The S ta lin -H itle r  pac t has no t 
added to the secu rity  o f the Sovi
e t U n ion but, on the con tra ry , 
said F ischer, has exposed the 
USSR to  a g re a te r danger o f a t
ta c k  tha n  i t  has had to  face in  
a ll the years o f its  existence. B y  
th is  act S ta lin  has destroyed the 
T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l.

D u r in g  the question period a 
g u llib le  S ta lin is t asked w hethe r 
a f irm  stand by the T h ird  In te r 
na tiona l aga ins t S ta lin ’s p o licy  
w ou ld  no t fo rce  h im  to a lte r  it .  
“ T h a t is expecting  the ta i l  to  
w ag the dog,”  F ischer answered. 
Boston, Mass.

Jack Espra
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Hoover has a lready sent $100,000 to  the F in 
n ish bourgeoisie. L e t no N egro  g ive one red cent 
to th is  coun te r-re vo lu tion a ry  cam paign on be
h a lf o f the enemies o f the F inn ish  w o rke rs ' 
m ovem ent. The road fo r  the w o rkers  is a d iffe r
ent road— the road th a t should have been fo l
lowed in  regard  to  E th iop ia . T h a t road was p o in t
ed. P repara tions were made. B u t the w o rk in g  
class and the E th io p ian  leaders made the fa ta l 
m is take  o f p u ttin g  th e ir  t ru s t in  im peria lis ts .

W hen I ta lia n  fascism  began its  a tta c k  on E th i
opia, w o rke rs  a ll over Europe fe lt  g re a t sym pa
th y  w ith  E th iop ia .

i
In  1935, as in  1914 and 1939, the leaders of 

the b ig  labo r parties, B lum  in  France, A ttle e  in  
B r ita in , and the leaders o f the trade unions, Jou- 
haux in France, S ir W a lte r C itr in e  and E rne s t 
Bevin in  B r ita in , Lew is and Green in  Am erica, 
were com ple te ly reactionary . They a lw ays sup
p o rt th e ir  c a p ita lis t governm ent in any rea lly  
serious strugg le .

B u t in B r ita in , France, B elg ium , Spain, among 
the'second and th ird  ranks o f the leadership, and 
especially am ong the class conscious w orkers, 
there arose a s trong  fee ling  fo r  w o rk in g  class 
action  o il beha lf o f E th iop ia . A l l  the cap ita lis ts  
and the labo r fake rs  were babb ling  about League 
o f Nations- - in  o ther words, lo ok in g  to  the League 
o f B and its  to a rre s t another band it fo r  doing 
w h a t a ll the band its wanted to  do themselves. 
B u t the ran k  and file  w orkers , and the leaders 
nearest to them , were saying th a t the seamen, 
who were c a rry in g  o il to  I ta ly  should, supported 
by  the In te rn a tio n a l F edera tion  o f T rade Unions, 
stop c a rry in g  th a t oil.

I f  the w o rke rs  stopped c a rry in g  it ,  bo th M us
so lin i and h is b ro th e r band its  w ou ld  be in  serious 
d iff ic u lty , fo r  these gentlem en fea r no th in g  so 
m uch as the independent action o f the w o rk in g  
class.

Why Mussolini Got Oil
Eugene Jagot, o ffic ia l o f the W a r Resisters 

In te rn a tio n a l, a sm all p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion , w ent 
to the Brussels m eeting  o f the In te rn a tio n a l Fed
e ra tion  o f T rade Unions, to  urge the trade union 
bureaucra ts to  sanction th is  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk 
ers' boycott. N a tu ra lly , C itrine , Bevin, Jouhaux, 
d id  no t w a n t any such th ing . B u t the pressure 
was s trong , the w o rke rs  were aroused. There was 
some po ss ib ility  o f a t least a p a r tia l success, or 
even, g iven ce rta in  circum stances, o f a g re a t v ic 
to ry .

W h a t ce rta in  circum stances? The S oviet U n ion 
had been c la m orin g  fo r  bo th action  by the League 
o f N a tions and independent action o f the w o rk 
ers. Now you cannot do both. E ith e r  the w o rke rs  
ac t by themselves, o r they support some action 
by the ru lin g  class o r by some section o f it .  B u t 
the S ta lin is ts  cla im ed th a t they could support 
the League o f B and its  and a t the same tim e  have 
independent w o rke rs ' action. I f ,  a t th is  c r it ic a l 
m om ent, when the F edera tion  o f T rade U nions 
was ac tu a lly  m eeting, no t the Soviet G overnm ent 
b u t the Soviet trade  unions had decided on a boy
c o tt  and called on a ll seamen, ra ilw aym en , m in 
ers, to  refuse to  ship any m a te ria ls  to  I ta ly ,  then 
those who were f ig h tin g  a t Brussels to  break 
the resistance o f the European Lewises and 
Greens would have been enorm ously s treng then 
ed. W h a t happened was exa c tly  the opposite.

The S ta lin is t bureaucracy is today and has 
been fo r  m any years the m ost dangerous enemy 
o f the w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion . S ta lin  and the S ta lin 
is ts  had been ca llin g  fo r  th is  independent w o rk 
in g  class action. T h is  was fo r  the record. B u t the  
m om ent there was a po ss ib ility  o f g e ttin g  the 
m illio ns  o f trade un ion is ts  m oving, they sac ri
ficed th is  to  th e ir  a lliance w ith  B r ita in  and 
France. A  hasty  te legram  came fro m  Moscow to 
Brussels, s ta t in g  th a t  under no circum stances 
w ou ld  the Soviet U n ion  support independent ac
tion . They w ou ld  support the League o f N ations, 
and the League alone.

W ith  th is  b low  fro m  Moscow, the m ovem ent 
fo r  w o rk in g  class action was k illed .

The masses of the w orkers, especially in  E u 
rope, m eant w e ll tow a rd  E th io p ia , b u t the y  were 
m isled by the la bo r fake rs , assisted by the  S ta l
in is t bureaucracy.

Try to Save Ethiopia Again
"there was another a tte m p t made to save E th i

op ia by the masses o f the people. A s soon as the 
w a r broke out, thousands o f young men b lack 
and w h ite , volunteered to  fo rm  an in te rn a tio n a l 
brigade, to f ig h t w ith  the E th iop ians  against 
I ta lia n  fascism . M r. G. T. G a rra tt, a B r it is h  o ffi
c ia l in  In d ia  and a correspondent o f the  M an 
chester G uardian, sta tes in  h is book M usso lin i 
O ver Spain th a t in  the l is t  o f names sent in to  
the E th io p ian  embassy the re  were, a fte r  a ll neces
sary  deductions, five thousand men w ho could 
have been organized in to  a po w e rfu l corps, ready 
to  s tiffe n  E th io p ian  resistance in  those ea rly  d i f 
f ic u lt  days.

W h y  did i t  no t m a te ria lize?  Because the E m 
pe ror o f E th io p ia  and p a r t ic u la r ly  M r. M a rtin , 
the E th io p ia n  M in is te r in  London, were tied  up 
w ith  the B r it is h  F o re ign  Office o ffic ia ls  those 
im p e ria lis t bandits, and were lo ok in g  to  them  fo r  
assistance and no t to the masses o f the  w orkers. 
The resu lt was th a t th is  splendid beginning, 
w h ich  could have been the nucleus o f tens of 
thousands o f vo lunteers and m illio n s  o f do llars, 
was re jected by the E th io p ia n  G overnm ent in  
o rder no t to  offend the im p e ria lis ts , those same 
im p e ria lis ts  who were p lo tt in g  its  dow n fa ll.

So th a t today when these same rascals s ta r t 
ta lin k  about “ poor l i t t le  F in lan d ,”  o r poor l i t t le  
anybody, le t every Negro ponder ove r the lesson 
of E th io p ia . Im p e ria lis m  is on one side. W e are 
on the other. W e look  a lw ays to  ourselves. W h a t 
was needed, w h a t we need today, is an in te rn a 
tio n a l revo lu tiona ry  o rgan iza tion , w h ich  w i l l  a g i
ta te  in  the w o rk in g  class m ovem ent fo r  in te rn a 
tion a l w o rk in g  class action  fo r  w o rk in g  class 
aims,— actions such as Eugene Jagot proposed. 
Such an organ iza tion  as i t  grow s s tronger w i l l  
organize in te rn a tio n a l brigades, no t to c a rry  ou t 
the coun te r revo lu tio n a ry  S ta lin is t po licy, as was 
done in  Spain, bu t to  f ig h t fo r  the soc ia lis t rev
o lu tion  and the independence o f the colon ia l 
countries. Such today is the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

'Ti it .

S i r  S ta f fo rd  C r ipps  Goes To I n d i a  
To P o u r  O i l  On T ro u b le d  W ate rs

B y  B R IT A N N IC U S
S ir S ta ffo rd  C ripps is go ing to 

Ind ia . The press d ispa tch re p o rt
in g  his pro jected t r ip  states th a t 
the B r it is h  governm ent denies 
re sp on s ib ility  fo r  him . So does 
the Labour P a rty . B u t the d is
patch (and common sense) shows 
th a t a ll the w a r pa rties  in  E n g 
land w ill deny respons ib ility  fo r  
C ripps i f  he fa ils , b u t w i l l  no 
doubt ha il h im  as a hero i f  he 
succeeds.

Ind ia 's  resistance to  being 
used by B r it is h  im p e ria lism  is 
one o f the g reatest d ifficu ltie s  of 
the  B r it is h  ru lin g  class today. 
The Ind ia n  revo lu tion  is on the 
order o f the day. G andhi and 
N e h ru  fe a r th a t revo lu tion  as 
m uch as does Cham berla in. 
C ripps can ge t them  ou t o f it, 
i f  any m an can. A nd  th is  is why.

C ripps is one o f the ablest men 
in  E ng land. A  law yer, he makes 
perhaps $100,000 a year. H is  
w ife  is a m illio n a ire  in  he r own 
r ig h t— and no t in  do lla rs  b u t in  
pounds; and his fa th e r is Lo rd  
Parm oor, one o f the peers con
nected w ith  the Labour P a rty . 
C ripps h im se lf was A tto rn e y - 
General in  the la s t Labour gov
ernm ent. He is no t a foo l like  
M a jo r A ttle e  o r a sycophant lik e  
the la te  Ram say M acDonald. He 
w ent to E ton , w h ich  in  Eng land 
is m uch m ore im p o rta n t than go
in g  to  O xfo rd  o r Cam bridge.

W H Y  C R IPPS IS  SO 
U S E F U L  TO C H A M B E R L A IN

The economic cris is  th re w  h im  
to  the le ft. He began a s trugg le  
aga inst the leaders o f the Labour 
P a rty . W hen the E th io p ia n  cris is

began the Labour leaders shout
ed fo r  w a r under the flag  of the 
League o f N a tions. C ripps op
posed the w ar. He said the 
League was a League o f B r ig 
ands. He w anted action  against 
M ussolin i, b u t action  by the 
w orkers. In  the House of Com
mons he made some m aste rly  
speeches on the in e v ita b il ity  o f 
w a r in  c a p ita lis t society. The La 
bour P a r ty  leaders were no t go
in g  to  have th is  in  w a r tim e. 
They threatened to  expel him . 
C ripps cap itu la ted . “ O ur d iffe r
ences,”  he said, “ are no t fun da 
m en ta l.”

A s the  European s itua tion  
sharpened and Cham berla in 
sought co llabo ra tion  w ith  the  
fasc is t powers, C ripps in it ia te d  
another re vo lt in  the Labour 
P a rty . W ith  C ripps was a group 
ch ie fly  o f w e a lth y  o r w e ll-to -do  
men; George Strauss, • M .P., a 
m illio n a ire ; H a ro ld  Lask i, the 
u n iv e rs ity  professor; D. N . P r it t ,  
K.C., another m em ber o f P a rlia 
m ent. They wanted a "m ore v ig 
orous" Labour po licy , they w a n t
ed “ genuine”  co llective security , 
a “ genuine”  League o f N ations. 
A lso, they  wanted a P opu lar 
F ro n t. The S ta lin is ts  fo rm ed a 
u n ity  agreem ent w ith  them. V ic 
to r  Gollancz, the publisher; J. B. 
S. Haldane, the Cam bridge U n i
ve rs ity  professor; John Strachey, 
the S ta lin is t w r ite r ,  were others 
o f the  clique. Those were the 
days when the S ta lin is t U top ia  
was s t i l l  co llective secu rity . The 
Labour L e f t  W ing , the S ta lin is t 
P a rty , the Independent Labour 
P a r ty  signed a U n ity  A greem ent 
and toured the cou n try  a ttaek-

in g  the leaders o f the Labour 
P a rty . A t  th a t tim e  C ripps was 
the m ost popu lar labor leader in 
England, fo r  he a ttacked  the re 
ac tio na ry  labo r leadership in in 
sp ir in g  term s.

W hen the governm ent tr ie d  to 
w h itew ash a g re a t m in in g  disas
ter, C ripps exposed them  and 
made rings  around the govern
m en t law yers. The m iners loved 
h im  fo r  it .  In  the House o f Com 
mons, when b ills  a ffec tin g  the 
w o rke rs  came up fo r  discussion, 
C ripps always led the a ttack , 
g e ttin g  them  a lte red where pos
sible in  fa v o r o f the w o rk in g  
class. He posed as the fr ie n d  o f 
colonials, spoke a t th e ir  m eet
ings. George Padmore, the N egro 
re vo lu tio n a ry  in  h is book A fr ic a  
and W o rld  Peace, called fo r  the 
colon ia l revo lu tion  aga inst a ll 
im peria lism . Cripps w ro te  an in 
tro d u c tio n  to  the  book.

B u t the U n ity  A greem ent (and 
C ripps ’ p o p u la r ity ) took its  
m embers nowhere. The S ta lin is ts  
in  Spain began to  m u rd e r the 
PO UM . B u t the  PO UM  was a l
lied  to  the I.L .P ., so th a t in  E n g 
land  S ta lin is ts  and the I.L .P . 
were soon a t daggers drawn. The 
P opu lá r F ro n t in  F rance began 
to  collapse, and the E ng lish  L a 
bour leaders po in ted to  i t  in  de
ris ion . Came the Moscow T ria ls , 
and the S ta lin is ts  began to  s tink . 
The La bo ur leaders saw th e ir  
chance and threatened to  expel 
Cripps. C ripps cap itu la ted . 
W E A R S  H A L O  
O F  E X P U L S IO N

B u t he was soon a tta c k in g  the 
Labour P a r ty  leadership again. 
He wanted a “ ra d ica l" p rogram ,

C u tt in g  the soap ra tio n  was 
the la s t s traw . The sa ilors o f the 
F rie d rich  dcr Gntisse had been 
g e ttin g  a m o n th ly  ra tio n  o f three 
tab le ts  o f syn th e tic  soap— crum 
b ling , sandy s tu ff, made w ith o u t 
any fa t— and one packet o f soap 
powder. In  the sp ring  o f 1917 i t  
was announced th a t th is  w re tc h 
edly inadequate ra tio n  was to  be 
c u t down. The stokers, who had 
to wash fro m  head to  fo o t every 
tim e  they  came o ff du ty , were 
especially ind ignan t. A  group o f 
s tokers and sa ilors m e t in the 
machine room.

I t  was fin a lly  decided th a t one 
w a tch  o f the “ b lack squad”  
(s tokers  and engine room  men) 
w ould s tr ike . Sachse, the leader 
o f the stokers and the bra ins of 
the whole m ovem ent, w en t 
ashore a t W ilhe lm shafen and go t 
in  touch w ith  some revo lu tiona ry  
w orkers. They w ro te  out, by 
hand, five hundred copies o f a 
lea fle t appealing to  a ll the “ black 
squads”  in the fleet.

T H E  F IR S T  B R E A C H  
O F D IS C IP L IN E

The F rie d ric h  der Grosse p u t 
to sea. Sachse gave the w o rd  fo r  
ac tion  a t m id n ig h t. H is  w a tch  
lined up fo r  du ty . The lieu te nan t 
in charge gave the o rder to  
to th e ir  places. No one moved. 
A g a in  the order. S t il l no t a move 
fro m  the s ilen t lines o f men. The 
officer o f the  w a tch  was sent fo r, 
fro m  the bridge. “ P resent you r 
requests.”  Sachse stepped a pace 
fo rw a rd , as the regu la tions p re 
scribed, and asked fo r  the old 
soap ra tion . The officers he s ita t
ed, consulted —  and then, spon
taneously, the en tire  f ro n t  ra n k  
stepped fo rw a rd  and men began 
to  ta lk  a ll a long the line. The 
w a r machine had suddenly d is in- 
teg rtaed in to  its  hum an parts . I t  
was the f ir s t  breach o f discip line 
in  the H ig h  F leet.

H a s tily , the officers prom ised 
the ra tio n  w ou ld  be restored. The 
prom ise was kep t. "B u t la te r,”  
w rite s  W in tr in g h a m  in  M u tin y , 
“ when men were w ash ing a fte r  
th e ir  fo u r hours below, they were 
ordered to  parade fo r  'an inspec
tio n  o f cleanliness” , and los t 
th ree -quarte rs  o f an ho u r’s sleep, 
s tand ing  naked w h ile  an officer, 
ve ry  s low ly  and ca re fu lly , w en t 
over them  ‘to see th a t the soap 
was re a lly  be ing used, no t ca r
ried ashore to  trade  to  wom en’.”

F rom  th is  beginning, m utin ies 
spread th rou gh  the whole flee t in  
the sum m er o f 1917. A t  one tim e, 
fifte e n  ba ttlesh ips and cruisers 
were in  the hands o f the m u tin 
eers. The whole a ffa ir  is  w e ll de
scribed in  the re p o rt A d m ira l Von 
Scheer w ro te  a fte r  the m utin ies  
had been b ro ug h t under con tro l: 

G.g. 6025 B1 
H eadquarte rs o f the  
H ig h  Sea F lee t 
O ctober 7, 1917.

I V E R Y  SECR ET
The events that have occurred 

in the course of the past few  
months among the crews of the 
conditions behind the lines. . . . 
Questions of internal policy, 
which just a t th a t moment were 
occupying all minds in Germany, 
naturally found a  lively echo on 
board the fleet, particularly  
among the older men already ac
customed to political activity. 
And in this way several of them, 
whose intelligence distinguished 
them from the others, acquired 
certain ideas, such as those for 
example of the Russian revolu
tion. . . .

The movement became danger
ous as soon as contact was made 
w ith leaders of the Independent 
Socialist P arty  in the Reichstag. 
. . . The aim was to be to gather 
in the F leet as many signatures 
as possible, w ith  which these 
members of the Reichstag would 
go to the Stockholm peace con
ference. . . . They wanted to 
prove by means of these signed 
petitions that the crews of the 
German F leet wore in agreement 
with them and accepted their 
aim. And this aim  w’as peace 
without annexations a t the earli
est possible moment. . . . W ith  
these fine words of “peace soon”, 
i t  was not difficult to seduce wide 
circles among the crews, given 
their state of morale. . . . 
fighting units under my com
mand are now know'll in their 
smallest details. . . .

On all the vessels in the High  
Sea F leet command, just as in 
the German Em pire and a t the 
fronts, the conditions of subsist
ence were defective during the 
summer. . . . V isits home and 
complaining letters gave an idea 
that was not cheering of living

The violence of the revolution
ary movement is extraordinary, 
and it  is necessary th a t all ranks 
of officers should pay the great
est attention to preventing a new 
explosion. . . .  I t  is im portant for 
commanders to teach their sub
ordinates to remain always, as 
men in authority, conscious of 
their high mission —  to regard  
events w ith candor and assur
ance, to know not only their duty 
but their rights in regard to their 
inferiors, and, strong in this 
knowledge, to act resolutely and 
without fear of responsibility, 

(signed)
S C H E E R

IN S P IR E D  A B O V E  A L L  
B Y  R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N

These 1917 G erm an flee t m u ti
nies arose ou t o f the same gen
era l causes as the m utin ies  in  the 
F rench a rm y : r ig id  d iscip line and 
m iserable food, the economic p r i 
va tions o f the sa ilo rs ’ fam ilies  a t 
home, w ar-w eariness and the

hope fo r  peace aroused by the 
S tockholm  Conference and, above 
all, the Russian revo lu tion .

A  year and a h a lf la te r, the 
Germ an F lee t was again in  the 
g r ip  o f m u tin y — bu t th is  tim e  the 
po litica l s itu a tio n  behind the 
lines was such th a t the m u tin y  
developed in to  revo lu tion . On Oc
tober 29, the flee t was ordered 
ou t to  sea in  a la s t desperate a t 
tem p t to break th rou gh  the B r i t 
ish blockade. The officers ta lked  
o f go ing down w ith  the flag  f ly 
ing, bu t th e ir  words awakened no 
response in  the ranks. A  s tr ik e  of 
s tokers forced the postponem ent 
o f the a ttem p t. A g a in  came the 
o rd e r to  p u t to  sea, and th is  tim e  
m utin ies  broke ou t on several 
vessels. A d m ira l Von H ipper, in  
command, had no choice b u t to  
p u t back to p o rt again —th is  tim e 
fo r  good.

On Novem ber 1st, the sailors 
began to  go ashore on shore 
leave. A t  once the y  g o t in to  con
ta c t w ith  the trade unions o f 
K ie l. There were meetings, 
speeches, parades, endless f ra te r 
n iz ing  between sa ilors and w o rk 
ers. a ll th rou gh  the next few  
days. A t  some po in t in  th is  pe ri
od m u tin y  became revo lu tion  
W o rke rs ’ and sa ilo rs ’ councils 
were set up, police and m arines 
were k ille d  o r overpowered when 
they tr ied  to “ restore o rder” , 
sailors fro m  K ie l w en t ou t to a ll 
p a rts  o f G erm any bearing the 
message o f revo lu tion .

“ IN  T H E  D A W N  L IG H T  
O F T H E  R E V O L U T IO N ”

The young Sachse, condemned 
to fifteen  years a t hard  la bo r fo r  
h is p a r t in  the 1917 m utin ies, 
heard a g re a t hoo ting  o f ship 
sirens one m orn ing . Lo o k in g  ou t 
o f his cell w indow , he saw a ves
sel move s low ly  along the nearby 
canal, its  siren a t fu l l  b las t and 
a red flag  a t its  masthead. T ha t 
day tw o  sa ilors w earing  red arm - 
bands came to  the prison. Sachse 
was set free.

L a te r on he w ro te  the s to ry  of 
the m utin ies. “ In  the f irs t  phase,”  
he sum arized, “ there  was a m ove
m ent aga inst the w orsen ing of 
conditions o f life  on board. B u t 
when Russia shone ‘in  the  dawn 
lig h t  o f the R evo lu tion ’, the 
m ovem ent in  the N a vy  received 
also a g re a t p o lit ic a l im pulse. I t  
began to  go along a re vo lu tion 
a ry  p o lit ic a l pa th. The s trugg le  
on the P rin z re g e n t-L u itp o ld  fo r  
the lib e ra tio n  o f m utineers, the 
s trugg le  on the F r ie d r ic h  der 
Grosse. . . were a lready p o lit ic a l 
strugg les. . . . Confused and w a 
vering , ou r f ig h t nonetheless was 
a p o lit ic a l e ffo r t th a t reached its  
consum m ation in  1918 th rough  
the R evo lu tion .”

a “ re a l” e ffo rt to  b r in g  in Rus
sia, a “ m il ita n t”  P opu lar F ro n t. 
W ar was near and the Labour 
leaders stood fo r  no m ore non
sense. They expelled h im ,

Cripps did  no t m ind. He repre
sents a constituency o f B ris to l 
and nobody can defeat h im  there, 
no t even a candidate w ith  the 
fu l l  w e ig h t o f the offic ia l Labour 
P a rty  behind him .

A s was to  be expected, he sup
ported the w a r b u t opposed the 
C ham berla in  governm ent. On 
Novem ber 5 th  he spoke to  his 
constituen ts  in  B r is to l:

“ H ad m y  advice been taken  
in  the S pring  o f th is  yea r and 
a  P opu la r F ro n t organized to  
defeat th is  governm ent, we 
should no t now be a t w a r. . . . 
Russia is o u t to  p ro te c t Russia 
and t l ie  new c iv iliz a tio n  o f her 
own coun try . . . . She has in  
fa c t dea lt a  g re a t b low  to  the  
s tre n g th  o f H it le r .  . . . A s fo r  
the  G overnm ent, . . . the y  are 
qu ite  as unscrupulous as M r. 
L lo yd  George’s w a r-tim e  coa li
t io n  a t its  w ors t, and even 
m ore reactionary . . . . This 
G overnm ent represent those 
whose one desire is to  preserve 
th  co lon ia l and socia l s ta tus 
quo— the old order, th in g s  as 
the y  are.”
B u t w h a t to  do? Oppose the 

w a r?  N o t a t a ll. C ripps is busy 
w ith  w h a t should be the "re a l"  
a im s o f the w ar. In  his paper, 
the Tribune, Nov. 10, an ed ito ria l 
dea ling  w ith  w a r aim s says o f 
In d ia :

“ Ind ia  has provided us w ith  
the  im m ed ia te  test, and the 
demand o f the  Congress P a rty  
fo r  the  de fin ition  o f the w a r 
aim s o f th is  c o u n try  enables us 
to  m ake i t  c lear beyond doubt 
th a t  we are prepared to  g ive 
In d ia  her freedom , as soon as 
she is ready to  ta ke  oyer the 
governm net o f the cou n try .”

Since th a t appeared the Ind ian  
w o rke rs  and peasants, pushing 
G andhi before them , have made 
i t  c lear th a t they have no confi
dence in  an y th in g  the B r it is h  
governm ent says. The B r it is h  
governm ent, however, sees th a t 
i t  has to  m ake some concessions,

W ho so suitable to  p u t these 
over as C ripps ? The whole w o rld  
th in ks  o f C ripps as a re vo lu tio n 
ary. F o r years he has been in  
fierce opposition no t on ly  to  
C ham berla in  b u t even to  the L a 
bour P a rty . He is  fo r  the free 
dom o f Ind ia , w ith  on ly  one p ro 
vision, “ as soon as she is ready 
to  take  over.”  T h a t is  exa c tly  
w h a t Cham berla in  says. B u t 
com ing fro m  C ham berla in  i t  
means one th ing . Com ing fro m  
C ripps i t  looks as i f  i t  means 
som eth ing else. G andhi and N eh
ru  now have a chance to  use rev
o lu tio n a ry  w ords on the  same 
p la tfo rm  w ith  C ripps and p u t a 
rea c tion a ry  "se ttle m en t”  over on 
the In d ia n  masses. I t  is  the  d ir 
t ie s t job  th a t any w o rke rs ’ lead
e r can take on a t th is  tim e.

So near is In d ia  to  revo lu tion  
th a t the B r it is h  governm ent has 
had to send th is  m ost le f t  o f the 
Labour le f t  w ing . In  any real 
c ris is  a ll these “ le fts ”  a lw ays are 
ready to help im peria lism  
aga inst its  colonies. C ripps has 
gone back to  his m asters.

There is a lesson in  a ll th is  
fo r  A m erican  w o rke rs  as w e ll as 
fo r  B rit is h . M any people com 
p la in  th a t the F o u rth  In te rn a 
tion a l a ttacks  m ost fie rce ly  
those who are supposed to  be 
“ nearest to us.”  The reason is 
once m ore exem plified in  the 
case o f C ripps. Those who p lay  
w ith  revo lu tio n a ry  po licy  are the 
m ost dangerous enemies o f the 
w o rk in g  class3. A  C ripps can de
ceive where a C ham berla in  could 
not.

CANADA JUDGE 
REJECTS WATSON 
APPEAL PLEA

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
m any and I ta ly  and the to ta l i
ta r ia n  reg im e in  Russia. “ I  said 
w o rke rs  in  Canada should not 
re ly  on the Com m unists because 
by th e ir  recent pac t w ith  the 
Nazis they had betrayed the 
w o rkers  o f the w o rld ” .

“ A t  th a t tim e  did  you know  
o f the Defence o f Canada Regu
la tio n s ? ”  he was asked. "N o .”  

“ You don’t  th in k  Canada should 
be in  th is  w a r? ”  asked the crown. 
“ No, I  don’t  approve o f the w a r.”

atson F ig h t Continues
F ra n k  W atson now faces the 

p o ss ib ility  o f a year in  prison, 
unless $300 can be raised fo r  his 
fine, w h ich  w i l l  reduce his sen
tence by  s ix  months.

The on ly  p o ss ib ility  open fo r  
a m ore le n ie n t sentence is a d i
re c t appeal to  the M in is te r of 
Justice a t O ttaw a. The F ra n k  
W atson Defense C om m ittee is 
addressing such an appeal to  M r. 
E rnes t Lapo inte , and urges a ll 
sym pa the tic  ind iv idua ls  and o r
ganizations to do likew ise.

The com m ittee  suggests th a t 
the fo llo w in g  message be fo r 
warded:

“ R t. Honorable E rne s t L a 
pointe,

M in is te r o f Justice, O ttaw a. 
I/W e  s tro n g ly  p ro te s t convic
t io n  o f F ra n k  W atson under 
W a r Measures A c t and severe 
sentence o f one yea r and urge 

th a t you reduce his sentence. 
I/W e  also urge repeal o f Sec
tions 39 and 39A o f Defence 
o f Canada R egu lations as a 

v io la tio n  o f e lem entary demo
c ra tic  libe rtie s .”

P erm anent Defense Group 
Needed

The com m ittee  is now con tac t
in g  o th e r groups in te rested in  
c iv il lib e rtie s  defense w o rk  w ith  
a v iew  tow ards a coord ination  
o f e ffo rts  in  th is  d irec tion . As i t  
predicted, present developm ents 
ind ica te  th a t m any f la g ra n t in 
jus tices w il l  be com m itted . Rec
e n tly  C. H . M illa rd , Canadian 
C.I.O. organizer, was arrested 
under a s im ilad  charge.

The com m ittee  is endeavoring 
to  hasten the  convoking o f a con
ference to  estab lish an active, 
a le r t and s trong  defence o rgan
iz a tio n  w h ich  w i l l  v ig ila n t ly  
gua rd  aga inst undue repressions, 
instances o f w h ich  are becom ing 
a ll too numerous.

Government Outlaws 
Canadian Strike

TORONTO , O ntario , Canada— 
Federal La bo r M in is te r M c L a rty  
has no tified  the  steel w o rke rs  of 
the St. John’s D ryd ock  and Ship
b u ild in g  Co. th a t  th e ir  s tr ik e  fo r  
h igh e r wages, to  m eet m ou n tin g  
liv in g  costs due to  w a rtim e  in 
fla tion , is “ il le g a l.”

M c L a r ty  added th a t the  s tr ik e  
was “ ille g a l”  because under the 
W a r Measures A c t, an o rder-in - 
council Nov. 7 extended bans on 
s tr ike s  to  cover “ sh ipbu ild ing  
and repa irs  intended fo r  the  use 
o f the forces o f any o f H is  M a j
esty ’s naval, m il i ta ry  o r a ir  
forces, o r fo r  the use o f the forces 
o f any o f H is  M a jes ty 's  a llies in  
the present w a r.”

A N N O U N C E M E N T
N E W  Y E A R ’S E V E  Celebra

tio n : P hiladelph ia , Pa. Decem
ber 31st a t 949 F illm o re  St. 
9 p.m. u n t il ? ? ? R efresh
m ents, E n te rta in m e n t, N ove l
ties, D ancing, Noise, B re a k fa s t 
— A ll fo r  50 cents. D on’t  m iss

Jamaica Jobless 
Picket Officials' 
Homes on Xmas

N E W  Y O R K  As Queens B o r
ough P resident H a rve y  and C ity  
Councilm en Conrad and C h ris ten 
sen settled down to  en joy th e ir  
C h ris tm as dinners, the  Jam aica 
U nem ployed and R e lie f W orke rs  
League set p icke ts  in  f ro n t  o f 
the doors.

“ M r. H arvey, you eat tu rk e y  
w h ile  the  D i Bernardo fa m ily  o f 
s ixteen starves,”  said one p icke t 
sign. A n o th e r— k id d in g  H a rvey  
who is con s tan tly  spou ting  about 
200 per cent A m erican ism  w h ile  
h im se lf an im m ig ra n t— read: 
" Im m ig ra n t H a rvey , we w a n t 
jobs a t un ion wages, n o t rubber 
hoses.”

D u rin g  the  p icke tin g , P res i
dent H a rve y  came ru n n in g  ou t 
o f h is house and, peering in to  the 
eyes o f one o f the  p ickets, shout
ed: “ I  kno w  you. Y ou are one o f 
P opov itch ’s boys.”  H a rve y  and 
O tto  Popovitch , Jam a ica  unem 
ployed leader, have clashed on 
m any occasions

T hrea ts  by H a rv e y ’s ne ighbor
hood v ig ila n tes  aga ins t the p ic k 
ets were fo llow ed by  the appear
ance o f police, who confiscated 
the  p icke t signs. The p icke ts  le f t  
under th re a t o f a rre s t—b u t not 
before the police had prom ised to  
see to  i t  th a t the D i Bernardo 
fa m ily  w ou ld  be taken  care of 
by the  re lie f bureau.

Alexander Barmine 
Coming to America

A lexander B arm ine, who as 
charge d ’a ffa ire s  o f the Soviet 
U n ion Lega tion  in  A thens  res ign
ed on Dec. 4, 1937 in  p ro tes t 
aga inst S ta lin ’s t r ia ls  and purges, 
is com ing to  the U n ite d  States 
soon.

He is now in  France, w here he 
has w orked  in  an a irp lane  fa c 
to ry .

'Socialist Call’ 
Mobilizes W orld 

For Finland
B y  F E L IX  M O RRO W

Reading the a rtic les  and e d ito ria ls  on F in lan d  
in  the recent issues o f N o rm an Thom as’ paper, 
The Call, I was rem inded again and aga in  o f an 
appropria te  com m ent provided by a sentence in  
"W a r-a n d  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l,”  the theses 
on w a r adopted by  our m ovem ent in  1934.

T h a t sentence reads: “ O n ly  a hopelessly d u ll 
bourgeois fro m  a god-forsaken Swiss v illa g e —  
lik e  R obert G rim m .— can seriously  th in k  th a t the 
w o rld  w a r in to  w h ich  he is d ra w n  is waged fo r  
the defense o f Swiss independence.”  T h a t sen
tence m ust now be m odified to  include N o rm an 
Thomas, L i l l ia n  Symes, G e rry  A lla rd  and the 
rest o f the N a tio n a l E xecu tive  C om m ittee o f the 
S ocia lis t p a rty , U .S.A. The p o lit ic a l and in te lle c t
ua l cha rac te riza tion— hopelessly d u ll bourgeois— 
fits  them  like  a  glove. They live  in  N ew  Y o rk  and 
Chicago, b u t th a t  does no t abate one b i t  th e ir  
hopeless p o lit ic a l p rov inc ia lism .

I f  these rem arks seem harsh, the a lte rn a tive  is 
even m ore dam ning. E ith e r  Messrs. Thom as, A l
la rd  &  Co. do no t have the p o lit ic a l and m enta l 
horizon to  understand th a t the F in n ish  events 
arc an inc iden t in  the im p e ria lis t w a r fo r  the 
re -d iv is ion  o f the ea rth ; o r they  are agents of 
the "d em ocra tic ”  im peria lis ts .

Knights In Shining Armor
The ed ito r of The C a ll greeted the F inn ish  

events w ith  an a rtic le  en titled  “ S upport the  
F in n s !”  He concluded w ith  a r in g in g  c a ll: “ In  
th a t s trugg le  every hum an being who cherishes 
freedom  w il l  support the heroic F inns.”  In  an
swer, thé A llie d  Supreme W a r Council has he a rk 
ened to  his words.

The nex t issue of The C a ll (Dec. 16) ca rried  an 
appropria te  e igh t colum n banner across its  f ro n t  
page: "F in la n d ’s F ig h t:  A  W orld  Cause.”  The 
lead ing a rtic le , by N orm an Thomas, le f t  no doubt 
where he stood in  th is  w orld  cause. “ O f course 
the U n ited  S tates ough t to  do a ll th a t ou r gov
e rnm ent and people have done to express th e ir  
h o rro r a t S ta lin ’s crim e, th a t includes fo rego ing  
F in la n d ’s debt.”  Thus w ro te  N o rm an  Thomas.

A  fu ll-d ress e d ito r ia l to ld  the w o rld  th a t:  “ On
ly  am ong the S ta lin is ts — and those even m ore 
ta lk in g  about “ poor l i t t le  F in lan d ,”  o r poor l i t t le  
T ro ts k y is ts — is there any illu s io n  le f t  th a t Rus
sia is a S oc ia lis t o r even a W orke rs ’ s ta te .”  No, 
said The Call, the rea l U to p ia  is F in lan d :

“ The W h ite  G ua rd is t generals, in c lu d in g  M an- 
nerheim , were deprived o f v ir tu a lly  a l l economic 
and p o lit ic a l pow er when th e ir  estates were con
fiscated and divided. M annerheim  has played no 
role w ha teve r in  p o litic s  fo r  m any years .”  (The 
e d ito r ia l neglected to  p o in t o u t th a t M annerhe im  
has been reduced to  com m ander-in -ch ie f o f the 
F inn ish  arm ies.)

The e d ito r ia l w e n t on to v ig o ro us ly  denounce 
the "pre tense”  th a t “ F in lan d  was ac tin g  as the 
c a t’s paw o f B r ita in ,”  and to  g ive us the  ve ry  in 
te res tin g  in fo rm a tio n  th a t “ the B r it is h  and 
F rench  governm ents since the (N a z i) pa c t have 
disclosed th e ir  de te rm in a tion  to  appease Russia, 
even a t the p rice  o f th ro w in g  h a lf o f Poland, and 
possib ly a ll o f F in land, in to  its  m aw. T hey  were 
even v is ib ly  annoyed when F in la n d  th re w  its  
prob lem  in to  the lap  o f the League o f N a tion s .”  
They have since, presum ably, expressed th a t  an
noyance by expe lling  Russia fro m  the League.

E v e ry th in g  else The C a ll has had to. say is o f 
the  same s tripe . L i l l ia n  Symes (Dec. 16) cannot 
con ta in  her con tem pt fo r  the  T ro ts k y is ts  who 
say th a t F in land  is a paw n o f the  im p e ria lis ts . 
"T h is ,”  she counters tr iu m p h a n tly , " in  sp ite  o f 
the fa c t th a t bo th E ng land  and F rance  have 
shown th e ir  com plete w illingness  to  le t F in lan d  
go the w a y  o f Czechoslovakia and L o y a lis t Spain 
and have been assiduously c o u rtin g  S ta lin  ever 
since the S ta lin -H it le r  pac t.”

S.P. Members Protest
I t  is no secret th a t the foregoing- reactions o f 

the S ocia lis t P a r ty  leadership d id  no t s it  w e ll 
w ith  considerable 'sections o f the m em bership. 
Even a congen ita l re fo rm is t lik e  R aym ond H o f- 
ses, ed ito r o f the R eading (Pa.) L a b o r Advocate, 
w ro te  in : “ W h a t w o rries  me is  h is (e d ito r A lla rd )  
apparent be lie f th a t  i t  has a t la s t become the 
business o f A m erican  Socia lists to  take  the  side 
o f w a r and th a t, however we m ay  have re jected 
the propos ition  th a t the con flic t between B r ita in  
and F rance on the one side and G erm any on the  
o th e r was a ho ly  w a r, we sha ll n o t take  th e  
same v ie w po in t when the opponents are Ger
m any ’s to ta lita r ia n  a lly  and B r ita in ’s p o te n tia l 
pawn.”  V arious branches o f the  S ocia lis t Party- 
adopted reso lu tions a tta c k in g  the p ro -w a r line  
of The Call.

U nder pressure o f the protests, the o ffic ia l res
o lu tio n  on the F in n ish  cris is  adopted b y  the  N a 
tio n a l E xecu tive  C om m ittee  o f the  S oc ia lis t P a r
ty  (The Call, Dec. 23) re trea ts  fro m  the previous 
positions— b u t on ly  ve rba lly . W here A lla rd  w ro te  
“ F inn s ,”  the reso lu tion  says “ F in n ish  w o rke rs ” ; 
i t  e x p lic it ly  disavows the p ropos ition  th a t F in la n d 
is a soc ia lis t state, b u t then defines i t  as n o t a 
c a p ita lis t sta te  e ith e r: “ W e believe th a t  the  dem
ocracy o f F in lan d  d iffe rs  fro m  th a t o f E ng land  
and France in  degree o f w o rke rs ’ con tro l. I t  is 
th is , taken toge the r w ith  the fa c t  th a t F in la n d  
has no im p e ria lis t am b itions and is free  fro m  
any ta in t  o f co lon ia l exp lo ita tion , th a t  is  a de
te rm in in g  fa c to r  in  ou r a tt itu d e .”  I t  asks fo r  
“ the fo rm a tio n  o f independent la bo r com m ittees 
to  a id  F in la n d — in  con tra s t to  com m ittees headed 
by c a p ita lis t p o lit ic ia ls  and perhaps used by  them  
fo r  th e ir  own in te rests .”  (T h a t “ perhaps”  is pe r
fe c t!)  “ W e support the move fo r  the cance lla tion  
o f F in la n d ’s debt” — i.e., the y  suppo rt A m erican  
governm enta l actions on beha lf o f F in land.

W h a t is the d iffe rence between the la te s t reso
lu tio n  and the previous pos ition  taken  by The 
C a ll?  V e rba l only, th a t  is  clear. B u t th a t raises 
the question w ith  w h ich  we began: are Messrs. 
Thomas, A lla rd  &  Co. s im p ly  la c k in g  in  the po
li t ic a l and m en ta l horizon to  understand tha t' the  
F inn ish  events are an in c iden t in  the  im p e ria lis t 
w a r ? O r are th e y  becom ing agents o f the “ demo
c ra tic ”  im p e ria lis ts , lik e  the  rest o f th e ir  b ro th 
ers o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l?  P recise ly  when 
they abandon th e ir  c ruder fo rm u la tio n s  and go 
over to  m ore subtle, m ore confusing, b u t de fin ite 
ly  cha uv in is tic  fo rm u la tio ns , i t  becomes m ore d i f 
f ic u lt  to  th in k  o f them  as m ere ly  honest fat-heads.

By J. R. JOHNSON
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By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS

FIGHT W ITH  THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job and a decent liv ing io r every worker.
2 . Open the Idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
S. A  Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public w ork* 

and housing program.
4. T h irty -th irty — $30-weekly minimum wage— 80- 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
5. T h irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 

pension.
6. Expropriate the S ixty Families.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. A n independent Labor Party.
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, political and economic equality' for 

the Negro people.

The Red Arm y
A  thick veil o f censorship and newspaper pro

paganda hides the detailed facts about the m ili
tary situation of the Red Arm y in its invasion of 
capitalist Finland. There is no first-hand in fo r
mation available concerning the actual condition 
o f the Red Army, its equipment, its food supply, 
its morale.

The reports in the bourgeois press that the 
Finnish army is winning victory after victory, 
decimating the Red Army, that, the Red Arm y is 
badly equipped, that its morale is low, that it is 

hungry and on the verge o f mutiny— all o f this 
must be taken with more than a grain of salt. 
Some of the stories read like those of the period 
of the Civil W ar (1917-20) when the heroic 
soldiers of the Red Arm y were pictured as a 
stupid, unkempt, cowardly mob.

The capitalist press is fond of comparing the 
lightning-like speed w ith which the German army 
smashed Polish resistance and the slow pace at 
which the Red A rm y is advancing in Finland. 
They deliberately omit from consideration such 
factors as the more difficult terrain upon which 
the Red A rm y is operating and the greater help 
made available to bourgeois Finland by the Scan
dinavian, British, French and American capital
ists.

Nevertheless, as revolutionary defenders of 
the Soviet Union we consider it our first duty to 
tell the truth about the terrible ravages o f Stalin
ism in every field, m ilitary as well as economic. 
Only in this way can the defense of the Soviet 
Union be strengthened and the world struggle 
fo r socialism aided. The dreadful effects of Stal
inism are manifest today in Finland, both in the 
act of an invasion carried out against the w ill of 
the Finnish workers, and in the plight of the 
Red Army. The Red A rm y is no longer the kind 
o f army that fought in the days of Lenin and 
Trotsky because the Soviet Union is no longer 
the same kind o f Soviet Union. The difference 
is embodied in Stalinism.

The soldiers o f the Red A rm y come from the 
masses, from the ranks of the workers and peas
ants; the morale and spirit o f the masses is re
flected in the army and in the way it struggles. 
By crushing every form o f democracy within the 
Soviet Union the Stalinist regime has destroyed 
the wonderful spirit and initiative that charac
terized the workers and peasants in the early 
days o f the Soviet Union. Bureaucratic discipline 
has supplanted the self-imposed discipline o f con
scious fighters for the revolutionary cause.

We long ago— precisely at the time when Stal
inist intellectuals and even m ilitary experts of 
the capitalist states wrote with admiration o f the 
“ great”  Red A rm y— pointed out that the Stalin
ist regime could not but weaken the Red Army.

When Stalin decapitated the Red A rm y by 
executing its best commanders, he struck a te rri
fic blow at the Soviet Union and at the Red 
army. The Stalinist lackeys laughed at us. The 
purge, they said, would “ strengthen” the army. 
We can see now how it has been “ strengthened” 
in the battles in F'inland.

The Red A rm y is composed of the same hu
man material as in the days o f Lenin and Trots
ky, the same workers and peasants who would 
gladly give their lives for the Workers’ Father- 
land and fo r the W orld Revolution. But the 
heavy hand o f the Stalinist bureaucracy has 
crushed the spirit o f that army by destroying the 
party that led the workers and peasants to vic
tory, by depriving the masses o f the right to 
think and act without fear of repression.

How happy are the imperialists that Stalin and

his bureaucracy now dominates the Soviet Union 
instead o f the revolutionary leadership o f Lenin 
and Trotsky! I io w  gleefully the lackeys o f im
perialism write about the weakness of the Red 
Arm y under Stalin!

We recognize those weaknesses and we know
the causes. The Russian workers, passionately 
attached to the Soviet Union which they created 
with their flesh and blood, and determined to 
defend it against any and all imperialists, must 
come to recognize that only the overthrow of 
the Stalinist bureaucracy can guarantee the de
feat of the imperialist armies.

The Soviet workers are compelled to fight on 
two fron ts : against the Finnish bourgeois army 
and against the Stalinist bureaucracy. They must 
not permit the Finnish capitalist army, fighting 
in behalf of world imperialism, to lie victorious. 
They must defeat that army; and to do so quick
ly and decisively, in the interests of the workers 
o f the world, they must overthrow the treacher
ous and reactionary Stalinist regime which is 
undermining the Soviet Union and the world 
revolution.

M U D D L IN G  A LO N G
Am bassador N e v ille  Henderson, in  the B r it is h  W ar  

B lue Book, re p o rtin g  a conference w ith  H it le r ;  
“ Th ings are d iffe re n t tha n  they  were 125 years ago,” 
says H it le r ;  and Henderson replies, “ N o t so fa r as 
Eng land is concerned!”

" Cemented By Blood"
Lenin said that he would accept help from 

the devil and his grandmother, lint he never 
therefore embellished the devil and his relations 
as fine, upstanding people. In every contact be
tween Stalin and H itler which becomes public, 
we are provided with further evidence of the 
fundamental difference between Lenin's concep
tion of maneuvering among the imperialist pow
ers and Stalin’s servility toward the imperialists. 
The latest instance is the exchange o f felicita
tions on Stalin's birthday. Stalin is not the offi
cial head of the Soviet state. By what conceiv
able diplomatic conception need he express his 
“ thanks" and “ gratitude" for H itler's good 
wishes? The really greusome'touch was in Stal
in ’s message to von Ribbentrop; “ The friend
ship of the peoples of Germany and the Soviet 
Union, C E M E N T E D  BY BLOOD, has all 
grounds to be prolonged and stable." (Daily  
Worker, Dec. 26).

Cemented by whose blood? The blood of the 
anti-fascists in H itler's execution chambers? The 
blood of the German communists who fled to 
the Soviet Union and were murdered by Stalin? 
The blood o f the Polish workers whom Stalin 
delivered to H itler?

SUCCESS STO RY
John W anam aker prom ised his m othe r never to  sell 

p la y in g  cards in  h is store.

Business Is Business
I f a French peasant sells a pig to a German 

worker, that’s “ trading with the enemy” , a 
crime punishable by the firing squad. Meanwhile, 
however, French big business is regularly ex
changing Lorraine iron ore for German coal. 
I t ’s like the difference between stealing and high 
finance. I f  you take a few dollars, i t ’s stealing, 
if  you take millions, i t ’s high finance. The 
French peasant would be shot as a traitor, but 
the French bankers and industrialists are ac
counted economic statesmen.

A dispatch from Copenhagen to Iron Age, 
steel trade magazine, last week revealed that, 
through the medium of Belgian firms, the French 
and German capitalists are transacting this busi
ness in coal and iron. The New York-Times, in 
a rather awkward editorial, December 27, seeks 
to ju s tify  the transactions. I t  insists that, “ A l
though the thought o f such trade between bel
ligerents, especially in the sinews of war itself, 
is repugnant, the ethical point involved is subtle.”  
So subtle, indeed, does the Times make the eth
ical point, that the point vanishes altogether 
under the skillfu l hand o f the editorial writer.

But let that fact sink home in  the minds and 
hearts o f the German and French workers and 
farmers who stand firing at each other across 
the Maginot L ine: “ Our masters go right on 
doing business w ith each other while they send 
us to k ill and be.killed in these trenches.”

Let that fact sink home, as in the last war 
Russian soldiers learned that the Czarina’s 
court remained friendly to the Germans; as the 
French soldiers learned that the opposing gen
eral staffs had arranged not to bomb each others’ 
headquarters or steel plants.

Let the simple fact really sink home in the 
minds of those who carry arms, that there is one 
law for the masters and another law for the op
pressed— and not all the editorial writers in the 
world w ill be able to prevent those guns from 
being turned against the master class.

C Z A R IS T  BO NDS GO U P  
VVe call to the attention of Norman Thomas and 

other such defenders of Finnish “democracy” the 
following unadorned news item  from  the Dec. 23 
issue of the W all Street Journal:

“P A R IS — A  minor flu rry  In  Russian Czarist bonds 
occurred on the Paris Bourse yesterday coincident 
w ith  Finnish claims of victories over Soviet Russian 
troops on all fronts.

“About tw enty of these obligations, dating from  
1822 onw'ard, have been quoted below five francs for 
500 gold francs nominal for many years. Yesterday, 
some purchasing came into the m arket, sending the 
price upward one franc.

Book Bargain
W ith o u t m uch question the book ba rga in  of 

the year, o f m any years, is a quarto  o f 396 pages 
en titled : The S tru c tu re  o f the  A m erican  Econ
omy, P a r t  I ,  Basic C haracte ris tics . I t  is p u t o u t 
by the N a tio n a l Resources C om m ittee, a govern
m ent research agency, and was prepared by a 
la rge  s ta ff o f economists under the d irec tion  o f 
G ardner C. Means (who was co-author, w ith  
A d o lf Berle, o f The M odern C orpo ra tion  and P r i
va te  P ro p e rty ). I t  is p rin ted  on coated stock, 
w ith  m any charts, graphs and maps, covering 
e ve ry th in g  fro m  in te r lo c k in g  d irec to ra tes  o f the 
tw o  hundred b iggest corpora tions to  the am ount 
o f m oney spent by various income groups on 
food, c lo th ing , tobacco, books, etc. A nd  i t  can be 
obtained by sending one d o lla r to  the S uperin
tendent o f Documents, W ashing ton, D. C.

M a rx is ts  should find  th is  book as absorb ing 
reading as any detective s to ry . They w il l  no t ex
pect M r. Means and his s ta ff to  reach any va lid  
conclusions, and in  th is  they w il l  no t be d isap
pointed. M r. Means reaches no conclusions a t a ll, 
in  fac t, w h ich  is in  th is  case perhaps a v irtue . 
B u t he does present fra n k ly  and honestly— w ith in  
the lim ita t io n s  o f the ru l in g  class ou tlook— the 
basic da ta  on w h ich  any so rt o f e ffective p o lit ic a l 
th in k in g , M a rx is t o r not, m ust be based.

Lost: Two Hundred Billion Dollars
In  the next New  In te rn a tio n a l I  p lan to ana l

yze and sum arize some o f the w ea lth  o f da ta  in 
th is  book. B u t there is one po in t made here w h ich  
is so d ra m a tic  an exposure o f the in sa n ity  o f our 
c a p ita lis t system th a t i t  seems w o rth  em phasiz
in g  here.

E ve ry  one knows th a t d u rin g  the la s t ten years 
thee have been fro m  8,000,000 to 16,000,000,000 
A m erican  w o rke rs  fo r  whom  the system  could 
no t provide jobs. E ve ry  one, and especially the 
unemployed themselves, know  to  w h a t wretched, 
subhum an depths o f pove rty  these m illio ns  have 
been reduced. B u t i t  w i l l  come as a shock to  m ost 
people to learn th a t i f  the ava ilab le  m anpower 
and m achines in  the cou n try  had been employed 
fu l ly  in  the e igh t years, 1930-1937, ou r society 
w ould have produced tw o  hundred b illio n  do lla rs 
m ore goods and services than  i t  ac tu a lly  did.

Tw o hundred b illio n  do lla rs is so huge a sum 
th a t i t  m ig h t as w e ll be tw o  dollars. W hen figures 
reach a ce rta in  m agnitude, they cease to  make 
any im pression on the m ind a t a ll. They become 
ab s tra c t concepts, lik e  the num ber o f t r i l l io n  
lig h t  years i t  w ou ld  take to reach some d is ta n t 
conste lla tion . T h is  volum e however, makes i t  
c lear w h a t th is  figu re  means:

“ The sign ificance o f th is  figu re  o f tw o  hun
dred b illions  is hard  to grasp, b u t some idea 
can be obtained by considering w h a t tw o  hun
dred b illio n  do lla rs  would mean in  te rm s o f 
concrete goods. I f  a ll the id le  men and m a-

Fourth International's Activity 
In Germany Confirmed

Some tim e  ago, the Appea l ca rried  a d ispatch 
quo ting  a P aris  Temps rep o rt on T ro ts k y is t ac
tion  in B erlin . T h is  is corroborated by  a news 
rep o rt in  the Copenhagen P o lit ik e n  o f October 26.

“ A ccord ing  to in fo rm a tio n  gathered fro m  d i
vers sources,”  w rite s  P o litike n , “ the G erm an po
lice is engaged in  a widespread ra id  action  
against num erous cases o f assassination and acts 
o f sabotage. I t  has organized in  B e rlin  and in 
o ther la rge cities pa tro ls  composed o f S.S. troops 
and volunteers to  quell disorders resu ltin g  fro m  
b lackouts.

“ On a recent n ig h t ra id , a p a tro l discovered in 
the fo rm e r C om m unist strongho lds o f B e rlin  
batches o f leafle ts bearing  the  ins ign ia  o f the 
Red F ro n t and the w ords: Down w ith  H it le r  and 
S ta lin ! Long  L ive  T R O T S K Y !”

Belgian P.S.R. Calls for Fight 
Against National Unity Gov't.

In  Belg ium , the governm ent of “ N a tion a l 
U n ity "  under P ie rio t and the "so c ia lis t”  Spaak 
is p repa ring  fo r  its  p a r t in  the Second W orld  
te rna tiona l.
W a r by in s t itu t in g  a ta x  p rog ram  w h ich  is to 
b r in g  a revenue o f some 1,443 m illio n  francs. I t  
is by fa r  the m ost extensive ta x  p rogram  ever 
proposed.

O f the 1,443 m illio n , less than  120 m illio n  or 
8 per cent is to  be levied on the tru s ts  and the 
inheritances o f the w ea lthy. The balance o f more 
than  90 per cent, constitu tes taxes on matches, 
tobacco, coffee, beer, f r u it ,  etc.— in  o th e r words, 
taxes w h ich  place the burden o f the w a r p repa ra
tions square ly upon the shoulders o f the w o rk 
in g  class popu la tion  o f the country.

The re fo rm is t B e lg ian Labo r P a rty , in  its  o f
fic ia l organ, the Peuple, fu l ly  approves th is  p lu n 
d e rin g  p ro g ra m  o f the bourgeoisie. In  its  issue o f 
Novem ber 11, i t  gives the usual social p a trio tic  
grounds fo r  th a t support: “ In  the grave hours 
w h ich  we are now w itnessing, i t  is necessary to  
act rapidly. A t  a m om ent when pub lic  op in ion 
reproaches the governm ent, a lthough  sometimes 
w ro ng ly , w ith  being too hesitan t, i t  is  desirable 
th a t pa rlia m en t g ive i t  a t once the means o f fa c 
in g  its  responsib ilities w h ich  are u rg e n tly  neces
sa ry .”

The on ly  p a r ty  in  the cou n try  w h ich  is m o b il
iz ing  pub lic  op in ion aga inst the a n ti-w o rk in g  
class “ N a tio n a l U n ity ”  governm ent and its  ta x  
p rog ram  is the  R e vo lu tion a ry  Socia lis t P a rty  
(P .S .R .), the B e lg ian  section o f the F o u rth  In 
te rna tiona l.

In  its  paper, L a  L u t te  O uvrie re  i t  concludes an 
a tta c k  on the ta x  p ro g ra m  w ith  the fo llo w in g  
w o rd s :

“ A t  no tim e  has the slogan o f the s lid in g  scale 
o f wages, w h ich  is inscribed in  the tra n s itio n a l 
p ro g ra m  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l taken  on 
such im portance as a t present.

“ The w o rk in g  masses m ust g ive themselves a 
c lear account th a t the y  can no longer depend fo r  
th e ir  self-defense, upon the re fo rm is t leaders 
whose whole devotion belongs to  b ig  bank ing  
and in d u s tr ia l cap ita l.

“ They can re ly  on ly  on th e ir  own action. They 
m ust create th e ir  own organs o f defense and 
s tru g g le : C om m ittees o f w o rkers , o f the unem-

chines could have been employed in making  
houses, the extra income would have been 
enough to provide a new $6,000 house for ev
ery fam ily in the country. If ,  Instead, the lost 
income had been used to build railroads, the 
entire system of the country could have been 
scrapped and rebuilt a t  least five times 
over. . . . Failure to use available resources 
meant a  lower standard of living for practi
cally every group in the community.”

L a te r on, Means puts i t  in  another w ay: “ I f  
the whole waste o f the depression due to  id le  men 

and id le machines could have been used to  bu ild  
a g r ic u ltu ra l and in d u s tr ia l p lan t, the ex is ting  
p la n t could have been com ple te ly  re b u ilt .”  T h a t 
is, i f  we had had an economic system  no t in  con
tra d ic tio n  to  o u r productive  forces, i f  socia lism  
had replaced cap ita lism  in  1929, then every steel 
p la n t in  the country , every co tton  m il l  and pack
in g  house and shoe fa c to ry  and every o th e r in 
d u s tria l p la n t fro m  F o rd ’s R ive r Rouge p la n t to 
the sm allest one-room machine, shop, every m ile  
o f ra ilroa d  tra c k , every locom otive, every barn  
and silo and g ra in  e leva to r— a ll of th is  and a 
thousand o th e r such categories o f productive  
p lan ts  could have been duplicated i f  the unem 
ployed had been fu l ly  em ployed in  those e igh t 
years. Today we w ould  be able to  produce ju s t 
tw ice  as m any goods and services as we a c tu a lly  
are able to produce.

Still More
N o r is th is  a ll. Even when ou r cockeyed cap i

ta lis t  system  is fu n c tio n in g  a t its  ve ry  top  fo rm , 
even in  the boom yea r o f 1929, i t  was unable to 
m ake a n y th in g  lik e  fu l l  use o f ou r p roductive  re 
sources. "The B rook ings In s t itu t io n ,”  w rite s  
Means, “ has estim ated th a t in  the peak year 
1929 bo th  p roduction  and na tiona l income could 
have been increased 19 percent by m ere ly  p u ttin g  
to w o rk  the men and machines th a t were id le  in 
th a t year, even w ith o u t the in tro d u c tio n  o f im 
proved techniques o f p roduction ."

N o r is th is  a ll. Means’s figu re  o f tw o  hundred 
b illio n  do lla rs  on ly  goes th rough  1937. B u t in  the 
fa l l  o f 1937 there occurred the sharpest economic 
decline in  the h is to ry  o f A m erican  cap ita lism . 
In  h a lf a year, unem ploym ent rose by 3,000,000 
to a to ta l o f 13,000,000; in a year, the fa rm  price 
index dropped fro m  128 to 92, the index o f in 
d u s tria l p roduction  fe ll fro m  118 to 76. O n ly now, 
under the a rt if ic ia l s tim u lus  o f a w a r boom, is 
our economy p a in fu lly  c lim b in g  ou t o f the w re c k 
age o f 1937.

Means has no estim ate o f the losses fro m  un
em ploym ent in  the la s t tw o  years, 1938-1939. 
Considering the seve rity  o f the 1937-38 slum p, it  
seems conservative to  p u t the loss in  the la s t 
tw o  years a t the same ra te  as in  the preceding 
e igh t years. T h is  w ould mean adding another 
f i f t y  b illio n  do llars, w h ich  w ould be enough to 
replace every res identia l bu ild in g  in  the country , 
fro m  P a rk  Avenue apartm en ts  to  sharecroppers' 
shacks.

ployed, o f the soldiers. Long  live  the un ited f ro n t  
o f a ll the oppressed fo r  im m edia te demands w hich 
w i l l  p u t an end to the s ta rva tio n  plans o f the 
c a p ita lis t reaction supported by the leaders o f 
the P.O.B. (La bo r P a r ty ) . M ake the r ic h  p a y !”

Moscow Confessions in England: 
Pollitt and Campbell Recant

The K re m lin ’s old wheel-horses in  the "dem oc
racies”  were caugh t sho rt com ple te ly by the S tal- 
in -H it le r  pact. Thus, H a rry  P o llit t ,  General Sec
re ta ry  o f the C om m unist P a r ty  o f G rea t B r ita in , 
w ro te  in  a pam ph le t issued e a rly  in  September:

“ The C om m unist P a r ty  is convinced* th a t the 
people o f G reat B r ita in  are un ited as never before 
in  th e ir  de te rm ina tion  to w in  th is  w a r against 
Fascism  and the friends o f Fascism  in  B r ita in , 
and to end the h o rro r and an x ie ty  th a t have 
overshadowed Europe since H it le r  came to pow
er. . .”

A no the r S ta lin is t s ta lw a rt of People’s F ro n t 
days, J. R. Cam pbell, whipped h im se lf up in to  
such a frenzy  over the “ defense o f D a nz ig " fo r  
Polish im peria lism , th a t he saw a “ F if th  Col
um n”  lu rk in g  behind the opposition o f pacifis ts 
to  the governm ent’s dec la ra tion  o f w ar. Thus he 
a ttacked  the  G lasgow F orw a rd , m outhpiece o f 
the c e n tris t S cottish S ocia lis t P a r ty  in  the fo l
lo w in g  w ords:

“ No dem onstra tion  o f the F if th  Colum n w ould  
be com plete w ith o u t a pa c ifis t con tingen t and so 
we find  the F o rw a rd  dem anding ‘Should we f ig h t 
over D anz ig ’ (h o rro r o f h o rro rs ).”

The fina l upshot was th a t M oscow ordered 
these tw o  to  ac t as scapegoats when the line  was 
changed. P o l l i t t  was “ rem oved”  fro m  his post 
and Cam pbell was denounced in  the C.P. press. 
N ow  they have bo th  confessed in  the  best s ty le  
o f the M oscow tr ia ls . In  th e ir  sta tem ents (L o n 
don D a ily  W orker, Novem ber 11) the fo rm e r says 
th a t he "p layed  in to  the hands o f the class ene
m y, and especially the rea c tion a ry  La bo ur lead
ers, who saw in  m y  a ttitu d e  the ju s tific a tio n  o f 
th e ir  own po licy  o f suppo rting  the C ham berla in  
G overnm ent”  and the la tte r , th a t he “ slipped in 
to  a position  o f na tiona l defense in  an im p e ria lis t 
w ar, in v o lv in g  ob jec tive ly  support fo r  ou r own 
im p e ria lism .”

A  be tte r cha rac te riza tion  o f the treachery  o f 
th e ir  People’s F ro n t po litics  could no t be g iven 
even by us. B u t tw o  questions rem a in : (1) Since 
S ta lin  was the  sponsor o f th a t p o licy  in  the f irs t  
place, w hy  is there  no confession fo rth co m in g  
fro m  h im ?  (2) Since bo th  Cam pbell and P o l l i t t  
are now fo r  accepting the “ peace”  o ffe r o f H itle r , 
how long w i l l  we have to  w a it  u n t il we ge t th e ir  
confession o f "p la y in g  in to  the hands”  o f H it le r  
as w e ll?

A t  Cairo, E gyp t, a u n iv e rs ity  w h ich  is older 
tha n  O xfo rd  ceased teach ing on ly  a few  years 
ago th a t the ea rth  is fla t. B u t i t  s t i l l  teaches th a t 
C ap ita l is L a b o r’s best friend .

H O RR O R IT E M
Says James F a rle y : "C om parisons are odious, 

bu t hav ing  been in  business fo r  a num ber of 
years, I  th in k  i t  can be said th a t the standards 
o f conduct am ong office-holders and p o litic ian s  
are a t least as h igh  as they are in  com m ercia l 
life .”

Lest We Forget 
The Lessons of 
Loyalist Spain

By F E L IX  M O RRO W
A m ong those who have now  jo ined the f l ig h t  fro m  

S ta lin ism  is R a lph Bates. H is  case is  w o rth  exam in
in g  fo r  a num ber o f reasons. B ates was one o f the 
m ost valuable agents w hom  the  S ta lin is ts  had d u r
in g  the c iv il w a r in  Spain. A lth o u g h  in  Spain i t  was 
a m a tte r o f pub lic  record th a t he was a m em ber o f 
the PSUC (the  S ta lin is t p a r ty  o f C a ta lon ia ) he passed 
in  E ng land and A m erica , on his propaganda tours, 
as a “ non-partisan  a n ti- fa s c is t” ; under th is  guise his 
a rtic les, in  the N ew  Republic and elsewhere, appeared 
to g ive “ independent”  w e ig h t to  S ta lin is t a lib is.

In  the ve ry  a c t o f b reak ing— i t  takes the fo rm  o f 
an a rtic le  in the December 13 N ew  R epub lic—Bates 
whitewashes the S ta lin is t record o f be tra ya l and m u r
der in  Spain; once aga in  he repeats h is pra ise o f its  
po licy  and execution o f th a t  po licy. In  casual sen
tences fo llo w in g  his lav ish  praise, he makes his on ly  
c r it ic is m  o f the S ta lin is ts : “ The theo log ica l b it te r 
ness o f the C om m unist p a rty , however, could be seen 
in  its  a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the PO U M  p a rty . T h a t p a r ty ’s 
polic ies would have been disastrous had they  been p u t 
in to  effect. T h a t ind isputab le  t ru th  was made the 
basis fo r  the u t te r ly  unscrupulous charge th a t the 
P O U M  was in  actua l con tac t w ith  F ranco and was 
w o rk in g  exc lus ive ly  and consciously in  the in te rests  
o f the fasc is ts .”  B u t  th is  c r it ic is m  is so c a re fu lly  
phrased and so placed th a t the sum to ta l o f w h a t 
Bates has to  say on Spain is th a t the C om m unist 
P a rty  p layed a g lo rious role in  the a n ti- fa s c is t s tru g 
gle.

Bates Conceals More Than He Reveals
I t  is no wonder, the re fore , th a t Bates confuses in 

stead o f en lightens his readers on the present course 
o f S ta lin ism . Bates begins his a rtic le  by saying : 
“ . • ■ we have the d u ty  o f unders tand ing how  the 
Russian crim e  aga inst F in lan d  came to  be perpe
tra ted . O n ly in  th a t w a y  sha ll we, free libe ra ls  and 
radicals, lea rn  w h a t we have to  do.”  B u t “ w e”  never 
learn  w h a t we have to  do fro m  the a rtic le ; how the 
Russian crim e aga inst F in land  came to  be perpe tra ted 
is le f t  an im penetrab le  m yste ry .

S ta lin ’s po licy in  Spain was, in  re a lity , an even 
g re a te r crim e aga inst the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
than h is present crim es, fo r  in  Spain S ta lin  in te r 
vened aga ins t a fu ll-fledged  social revo lu tion , fo rc in g  
the masses back w ith in  the lim its  o f bourgeois "dem 
ocracy”  and, in the process, des troy ing  the m ora le  o f 
the w o rke rs  and peasants and decis ive ly fa c il ita t in g  
the v ic to ry  o f F ranco and his Ita lo -G e rm an allies. To 
tu rn  the c lock o f the revo lu tion  backw ard, to  destroy 
the co llec tiv iza tio n  o f the fac to ries  and the land, 
S ta lin  had to destroy the ve ry  flow er o f the Spanish 
revo lu tion is ts . I  have tr ie d  to  te ll th is  te rr ib le  s to ry  
in  "R evo lu tio n  and C oun te r-R evo lu tion  in  Spain.”  B u t 
even in book-space I  could record on ly  a name here 
and the re— C am illo  Berneri, Andres N in , A lfre d o  M a r
tinez— o f the thousands upon thousands o f POUM, 
anarch is t, le f t  socia list, T ro ts k y is t and dissident S ta l
in is t w o rke rs  who were assassinated by the S ta lin is t 
m urder squads in  o rder to  crush the  revo lu tion . Bates 
whitewashes a ll th is, even today, because he was an 
accomplice in  th is  bloody w o rk  and ha: not the cha r
acte r to  come clean now.

Bates and the "New Republic" in 1937
Read again the sentences I  have quoted fro m  Bates 

in  w h ich  he m ild ly  c ritic ises  the S ta lin is t a tt itu d e  to 
w a rd  the PO UM . One w ould  never guess fro m  his de
tached words th a t he was one o f the m ost e ffective 
agents in  securing “ non-partisan  a n ti- fa s c is t”  accept
ance o f the S ta lin is t m urde r po licy !

I  cite, a lm ost a t random , tw o  o f h is a rtic les, in  the 
New  Republic, O ctober 20 and 27, 1937. There we 
read th a t “ three days before the T w e lfth  In te rn a tio n 
al B rigade  a ttacke d  Huesca in  an a tte m p t to  help 
B ilbao, the P O U M  troops were p la y in g  fo o tb a ll w ith  
the fasc is ts  in  no m an’s land .”  There are venomous 
sneers a t “ the re vo lu tio n a ry  m ys tics ”  who called Neg- 
r in ’s governm ent— the agent o f S ta lin — counte r-revo
lu tio n a ry  and who said a professional bourgeois a rm y  
could no t w in  aga inst the fascists. F ree p o lit ic a l d is
cussion is denounced and its  suppression ju s tifie d  be
cause " th is  atm osphere was one in  w h ich  enemy 
agents could w o rk  w ith  ease.”  W hen even such an 
observer as H. N . B ra ils fo rd  uneasily  noted th a t the 
rem nants o f the bourgeoisie were find in g  a haven in  
the C om m unist P a rty , Bates sought to  exp la in  i t  aw ay 
w ith  a l i te ra ry  phrase: “ Perhaps, a f te r  a ll, a grocer 
m ay have ideas about freedom , dem ocracy o r even 
revo lu tion .”  “ O ften  de libe ra te ly  dishonest bodies such 
as the P O U M ,”  “ the M ay r is in g  o f the P O U M  and 
th e ir  sym path ize rs,”  “ pa rtisa n  con tro l o f the f ro n t  
enabled arm s to  be il le g a lly  re tu rned  to  B arce lona to 
be used aga inst the P opu la r F ro n t governm ent,”  “ the 
PO U M  proposal would have m eant m il i ta ry  d isaster 
and was the re fo re  coun te r-re vo lu tion a ry ,”  “ the enor
mous stock o f arm s since found in  the ille g a l posses
sion o f the P O U M  and uncon tro lled  an a rch is t groups” 
— these S ta lin is t fram eu p  slanders were w r it te n  by 
Bates.

A t  th a t tim e  I  exposed w h a t Bates was doing, con
fro n t in g  h im  w ith  ind isputab le  facts. One a rtic le  I  
w ro te  was condescendingly published by the  N ew  
Republic as a com m unication , w ith  Bates ha v in g  the 
la s t w o rd  and w ith  an e d ito r ia l in  the same issue 
(N ovem ber 10, 1937) upho ld ing  h im  aga inst me. In  
the tw o  and a  h a lf years o f the c iv i l w a r, th a t  was 
the on ly  a rtic le  published by  the N ew  Republic g iv 
in g  the re vo lu tio n a ry  side o f the Spanish s tory.

Bates' rep ly  included an especially s in is te r touch. 
“ Possib ly M r. M o rro w  believes those fu n n y  l i t t le  notes 
th a t were ‘secre tly ’ sent to  M r. T ro ts k y  ( fro m  the 
A ra g o n  f ro n t )  by  the  B e lg ian  L u tte  group. The joke 
is on M r. M o rro w .”  N o te  those qu o ta tio n  m arks  
around “ secre tly ” ! T h a t was Bates’ coy w a y  o f m a k 
in g  c lear th a t he, thanks to the GPU, was in  posses
sion o f the m a il sent by ou r comrades— alm ost a ll of 
them  m urdered by the  S ta lin is ts  a fte rw a rd .

Let Bates Keep That Promise!
There is one sentence in  p a r tic u la r  o f w h ich  Bates 

should now  be fo rc ib ly  rem inded. R e fe rr in g  to  “M r. 
M o rro w ’s obvious deba te r’s t r ic k  concern ing person
a litie s  o f the Spanish p o lit ic a l scene” — the “ personal
it ie s ” were those assassinated by the S ta lin is ts !—  
Bates said: “ Some day, i f  by  any chance any honest 
supporte r o f the Spanish governm ent were troub led 
by  these th ings, I  w ou ld  be prepared to  debunk M r. 
M o rro w ’s u n in te re s tin g  fa rra g o .”

W ell, Bates, th a t day is here. Thousands o f honest 
w o rkers  and libe ra ls  who supported the Stalinist 
Spanish com m ittees in  th is  c o u n try  are now  evidenc
in g  th e ir  troub led  though ts  abou t the  connection of 
S ta lin ism  in  Spain w ith  S ta lin ism  in  F in land . A re  you 
prepared to  discuss “personalities” ? A re  you pre
pared to  defend y o u r ro le  as accom plice to  the G P U  
m urde r squads?

In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens 


