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A N  E D IT O R IA L .

The League o f Nations has now proceeded to carry out the 
task for which it was originally created— to organize the inter
national struggle against the workers and colonial peoples and 
against the Soviet Union.

Many people have wondered more than once, during the 
last ten years : why do the French and British empires continue 
to maintain this dessicated corpse of a League,which all the 
imperialists flout?

The answer is now at hand. The League serves its original 
purppse: war against the Soviet Union.

It is able to serve this purpose very effectively, thanks to 
Stalin. Workers all over the world were beginning to under
stand that the League was tru ly what Lenin called i t : “ a league 
of imperialist bandits.”  But five years ago Stalin took the 
Soviet Union into the League. He and his hirelings explained 
to the workers that the League had ceased to be a league of 
bandits, had transformed itself into an agency o f peace. Stalin 
helped recapture for the League o f Nations the trust and faith 
of millions o f workers.

The League o f Nations turns out to be another one of 
Stalin’s “ squeezed lemons’’— a phrase made notorious twelve 
years ago, when Stalin boasted lie would use Chiang Kai-shek 
until he had served his purpose and would then throw him 
away like a squeezed lemon. Instead Chiang Kai-shek used 
Stalin’s support to massacre the Chinese revolution, then cast 
off Stalin.

So, too, the League o f Nations. What it would not do, 
after months and even years of haggling, for Ethiopia, Spain, 
China, Austria, Czechoslovakia, the League in a single day did 
for Finland. In a single day the “ peace”  machinery of the 
League was organized into war machinery against the Soviet 
Union. W hat is Stalin’s explanation? H is organ, Pravda, 
blandly announces: “ The League of Nations has been turned 
from an instrument o f peace into an instrument of war.

Stalin lies in order not to take the responsibility for his 
“ squeezed lemon.” From the day it was tormed until today the 
League was and is what Lenin called i t : a league o f imperialist 
bandits. W ar against the Soviet Union was from the first 
and is now its fondest dream. Its war against Germany be
comes more and more a business o f hammering Germany 
until H itler, or his successor, joins the anti-Soviet front. It is 
able to take this road thanks to Stalin's help; for five years 
Stalin was the tool o f the League, scattering and confusing the 
workers o f the world who are the only force really capable of 
defending the Soviet Union against the capitalist world.

One more terrible proof that Stalin is dragging the Soviet 
Union to destruction ! One more— perhaps the last— warning 
to the international workingclass to get rid o f this monstrous 
despot who knows how to organize only defeats of the work- 
in»; class. Either the workers w ill overthrow Stalin and
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regenerate the Soviet Union in the spirit which once moved it. 
the spirit of the Bolshevik Revolution o f 1917—or the Soviet 
Union w ill go down under the blows of the imperialists.

The Soviet Union must be saved! I t  can become again 
what it was in Lenin's time: d rill ground o f the world revo
lution ! In spite of Stalin’s depredations, the economic con
quests of the October Revolution still remain, living proof 
that the workers can oust the Capitalists and transform private 
property into state property, the necessary economic system 
for the road to socialism.. That nationalized property« the 
Soviet Union. That is what we must defend against the 
capitalist world and against Stalin.

Behind the Lines
 By G EORGE S TE R N  

A ll year long we arfe fed pap 
f ro m  the pu lp its  and the press, 
on the  screen and over the a ir  
waves. B u t i t  ta k *s  C hris tm as to 
place a ll th is  sham in  its  proper 
se ttin g  o f sha rp ly  chiselled con
tras ts .

A l l  the  preachers and a ll the 
preachers’ m en b lea t abou t peace 
and goodw ill. B u t the  gossamer 
web o f  th e ir  phrases fa ils  to  cov
e r a s ihg le  gap ing w ound in  the  
bodies o f men re n t a p a r t on the  
ba ttle fie lds . I t  fa ils  to  cover the  
sha k in g  fram es o f th e  cold and 
s ta rv in g  m illions.

E v e ry  day o f every year men. 
women, and ch ild ren  ate na iled  
to  the cross o f w a r and greed and 
p riv a tio n . A n d  on th is  under the 
pa the tic  f ig u re  o f one such c ru 
c ifie d  m an the preachers t r y  to  
te ll us aga in  th a t  th is  is a ll in  the 
o rder o f th ings, th a t  th is  is p a r t 
o f the  d iv ine ly-o rda ined  beau ty 
and m y s te ry  o f life , th a t a fte r  
the cup o f pa in  sha ll come the 
soo th ing d ra ft  o f sa lva tion  in  a 
w o rld  b e tte r tha n  m an can bu ild .

A n d  w ith  th a t  w e’re  supposed 
to  "pull In ou r be lts  and go back 
to  a n o th e r 364 days o f dy ing ,

k il l in g , s tra y in g — w hichever our 
m asters decree Wc sha ll do.

The C a p ita lis t system  th a t stiU 
ru les the  w o rld  o ffers in  the re 
a lity  of th in g s  bloody w a r and 
mass s ta rva tio n , dressing i t  up 
w ith  tttise l, roug ing  the lip s  o f a 
death’ s head. You can’t  deal w ith  
ca rr ie rs  o f deadly disease unless 
yo u  d ra in  out the  swam ps where 
they breed, and you  can’t  do 
aw ay w ith  w a r and w a n t unless 
you p u t an end to  the  c a p ita lis t 
o rder o f th ings.

The same people, the same 
newspapers, po litic ians, preach
ers, w rite rs , rad io  com m entators, 
who f i l l  the C hris tm as a ir  w ith  
th e ir  d r ip p in g  phrases about 
peace on ea rth  are preparing  to 
sweep the w o rk in g  men and w o
men o f th is  cou n try  in to  the ho l
ocaust o f w a r.

B u t i f  we are to  take the idea 
o f peace on ea rth  seriously, w e’ve 
go t to  w o rk  w ith  m ig h t and m ain 
to p reven t them  fro m  do ing so, 
and w e’l l  do th is  by th ru s tin g  
them  fro m  the «eats o f power 
and se ttin g  ou t to  bu ild  a new 
k in d  o f w orld .

STALINIST HOLD 
SLIPPING IN 
CIO UNIONS

Brophy Joins W itch 
Hunt; South Bend 
Demands Ouster

B y GEORGE C L A R K E  
The S ta lin is ts  have been w a lk 

in g  a tig h t-ro p e  in the un ions 
since the  H itle r -S ta lin  pact. W e 
said th a t in  the  S O C IA L IS T  A P 
P E A L  tw o  m onths ago on the 
occasion o f Lew is ’ announcem ent 
o f the  C IO  purge. In  the  la s t tw o  
weeks several p rom inen t S ta lin 
is t pe rfo rm ers have fa llen  off thd 
tigh t, rope and in to  the ne t o f the 
o ffic ia l bureaucracy.

F irs t  is  the case o f John 
B rophy. A  few  days ago B rophy  
tu rned  up a t a  convention o f the 
C IO  U n ited  R e ta il and W hole
sale Em ployees in  D e tro it  and 
denounced the Soviet U n ion  and 
Nazi G erm any in the same 
breath. Speaking as a repre
sen ta tive  o f John L. Lew is, he 
said:

“ W e condemn the  b ru ta li ty  
o f a N a z i G erm any on the  
m arch  and wo condemn a 
S oviet U n ion  tu rned  im p e ri- 
lis tic .”

B rop hy ’s Record
B rop hy  was one o f the leading 

S ta lin is ts  caucus engineers in  the 
top circ les o f the C. I. O. The 
job  o f rep lac ing  good progressive 
organ izers w ith  incom petent and 
bu reaucra tic  S ta lin is t agents was 
one o f h is special assignments. 
The defense o f C om m unist p a r ty  
d ic ta to rsh ips  in  the C IO  unions 
aga inst the re v o lt o f the ra n k  
and file  was another l i t t le  d u ty  
he perform ed. I t  was B rophy  
who engineered the appo in tm en t 
o f H a rry  Bridges as west coast 
CIO  reg ional d ire c to r w h ich  re 
sulted in  d r iv in g  ou t the p ro g 
ressive Sailors U n ion, s p lit t in g  
the labo r m ovem ent there w ide 
open and p lu n g in g  i t  in to  the 
m ost v io len t in te rnecine s trugg le .

B rop hy ’s defection is a m a jo r 
b low  fo r  the S ta lin is ts . F o r the 
progressive ra n k  and file, how 
ever i t  can on ly  mean the w eak
en ing o f the K re m lin  bureaucra
cy and the s treng then in g  o f the 
Roosevelt - Lew is bureaucracy. 
B rophy, as his jin g o  s ta tem ent 
indicates, w i l l  be no less fa ith fu l 
in the service o f Lew is than he 
was in  the service o f the S ta lin - 
in ists.

South Bend Sours on C. P.
The second defection is th a t 

o f the South Bend C IO  In d u s tr ia l 
U n ion  Council. A  reso lu tion was 
presented by the S tudebaker L o 
cal 5, U n ited  A u tom ob ile  W orkers  
o f A m erica , and unan im ously 
ca rried  by the Council on Dec. 
6, denouncing S ta lin ’s invasion 
o f F in land , u rg in g  th a t the Com
m un is t P a r ty  be rem oved fro m  
the ba llo t in  state, county and 
Federal elections and p ro h ib it in g  
any “ know n m em ber o f the com 
m un is tic  p a r ty  fro m  ho ld ing o f
fice in any St. Joseph county C IO  
local o r any C IO  a ffilia te  w h ich  
m ay ex is t in  said coun ty .”

The chickens are com ing home 
to  ro o s t—w ith  a vengeance. 
South Bend was a s trongho ld  
of the S ta lin is ts  a lm ost since the 
inception o f the CIO. The Stude
baker local was considered th e ir  
p r iva te  p ro pe rty . N ow  in  the 
mass revu ls ion and d isgust w ith  
S ta lin ism , the m ovem ent is ca ta
pu lted in  a reac tiona ry  d irection . 
B eg inn ing w ith  ju s tif ie d  in d ig 
na tion  aga inst S ta lin ’s c rim in a l 
methods in  F in land , the reso lu
tion concludes, however, w ith  a 
denuncia tion o f the Soviet U n ion 
in  the same w ords as the reac
t io n a ry  c a p ita lis t press: “ the  ide
o log ica l b ro thers  o f th© m aniac 

| H it le r  and his crew  o f gangste rs 
j who now ru le  G erm any . . .  a 
po licy o f  un lim ite d  aggression 

1 and im p e ria lis tic  methods.’’ Amd 
| fin a lly  the reso lu tion reaches the 
rea c tion a ry  conclusion o f the Dies 
C om m ittee : ou tlaw  the Gom- 
mnmist pa rty .

■Stalinism waged a w a r aga inst 
m il ita n ts  and progressives in  the 
tra d e  unions. I ts  m ethods and 
policies fed the m ost rea c tio n 
a ry  barrage. B u t we w a rn  the 
progressives no t to  hop fro m  the 
S ta lin is t f r y in g  pan in to  the re 
ac tio na ry  fire.

(C ontinued on P age 3)

Why Doesn*t Their Charity Begin A t Home?

W PA Strikers' Enemies Lead 
'Finland Day' In Minneapolis

Harrington Evasive in Answers 
To Queries on Frameup Trial

❖

M IN N E A P O L IS , Dec. 17— Cole-been appointed M innesota cha ir-
F . C. H a rr in g to n , head o f the 
W P A , was here th is  week fo r  a 
tw o-day  conference w ith  W P A  
offic ia ls  and businessmen. The 
colonel ta lke d  g lib ly  about every 
top ic  under the  sun except the  
O N E  to p ic  th a t the  w o rke rs  of 
M inneapo lis are in te rested in : 
the  conv ic tion  o f 33 W P A  w o rk 
ers and the pending tr ia ls  o f the 
others— 162 in a ll were ind ic ted 
— fo r  the  “ crim e”  o f jo in in g  the  
na tionw ide  W P A  s tr ik e  la s t Ju ly .

W hen reporters queried h im  
fo r  an op in ion on the mass pros
ecutions, H a rr in g to n  said: “ W e 
don’t  consider w c have an y th in g  
to  do w ith  th a t. T h a t is fu l ly  in 
the  hands o f the  D epartm ent of 
Justice .”  I t  c e rta in ly  is— th a t ’s 
where H a rr in g to n  and his chief, 
Roosevelt, p u t it .

H a rr in g to n  go t o ff  a lo t  of 
hyp o c ritica l s ta tem ents about 
w ha t the W a r Deal has done 
fo r the . unemployed. B u t he 
also le t  s lip  a few  in te res tin g  
facts. He ad m itte d  th a t the 18- 
m onths la yo ff clause, one o f the 
ch ie f measures w h ich  provoked 
the W P A  s tr ike , w ou ld  be "s e ri
ou s ly  debated”  in  the n e x t ses
sion o f Congress. O f the 750,000 
men and wom en la id  o ff W P A  
under th a t clause, less than  20 
percent have go tten  back on 
W P A , the colonel adm itted .

A n ti-L a b o rite s  “ H e lp ”  F in lan d
The M inneapo lis C itizens A l l i 

ance gang— the un ion-busters 
who pressed fo r  the  prosecution- 
o f the W P A  s tr ik e rs  and w ho are 
A t th is  ve ry  m om ent f ig h tin g  
too th  and n a il against p ro v id in g  
re lie f to  the  a rm y  o f the  unem 
ployed here-—are busy these days 
p ro v id ing  re lie f— fo r  F in la n d ! 
E nem y No. 1 o f organ ized labor, 
G overnor Stassen, has p ro c la im 
ed a  “ F in land  D a y ” . M ayo r 
Leach, whose police are th is  ve ry  
week be ing used as s tr ik e b re a k 
ers aga inst the P u ffe r-H ubbard  
fu rn itu re  s tr ik e rs ; J. D. H o ltze r- 
man, m erchan t, Republican lead
e r, fr ie n d  o f th e  Nazis, who has

m an o f the F inn ish  R e lie f Fund ; 
J. G. B yam , pres ident o f the 
M innesota N a tion a l Bank, vice 
president o f the F ir s t  N a tion a l 
B ank  and treasu re r o f the F in 
nish Fund ; B. F. Andreen, a n ti-

labo r fo rm e r depa rtm ent com 
m ander o f the A m erican  Legion; 
M rs. John D a lrym p le , fash ion
able a n ti- la b o rite ; Charles Bolles 
Rogers o f the Van Dusen H a r
r in g to n  g ra in  f irm , heading the 
p ro g ra m  com m ittee  fo r  the F in 
nish Fund— these and a ll so rts  o f 
doctors and law yers  who have 
never been know n in  the h is to ry  
o f th is  c ity  to  suppo rt O N E  lib 
era l cause, are ou t co llec ting  re 
lie f  fo r  F in land.

Trotsky Statement On 
Dies Backing Down

M r. Dies' dec la ra tion  December 12 on the reasons fo r  his 
d ropp ing  the p lan to have T ro ts k y  come to  the U n ited  Statds 
Is absolute ly false. Dies cla im s th a t be “ fa ile d  to  receive as
surances fro m  M exico th a t T ro ts k y  w ou ld  be p e rm itte d  to 
re tu rn  to  M exico .”  Nobody is ob liged to fu rn ish  such assur
ances to  M r. Dies, w ho is ne ithe r tire P resident o f the U n ited  
States, no r the  S ecre tary o f S ta te , nor a consular offic ia l. The 
U n ited  S tates consul in  M exico was g iven fu l l  assurances in  
w r it te n  fo rm  by  the S ecre taria  de Gobernación o f M exico th a t 
I  m ay fre e ly  go to  the U n ited  S tates and re tu rn  to  th is  coun
try .  D ies’ a tte m p t to  unload the resp on s ib ility  fo r  his change 
o f m ind  upon the M exican governm ent is com ple te ly d is loya l.

1 was in v ite d  on O ctober 12 by the C om m ittee to appear 
before i t  a t A u s tin , Texas, on Novem ber 12. I  im m ed ia te ly  re 
quested tw o  co llabora to rs fro m  the U n ited  States to  help me 
locate the necessary documents, quotations, dates, to  tra n s 
la te  them  in to  E ng lish , and so on, because I  considered the role 
and d u ty  o f a w itness in  a case o f such im portance as ve ry  
serious.

On Novem ber 2, the representa tive  o f the C om m ittee, J. B. 
M atthew s, in fo rm ed  m y  a tto rney , M r. Goldman, th a t the hear
ings had been postponed to  December between the ten th  and 
fifte en th , bu t assured him  a t the  same tim e  th a t m y appear
ance was assured “ one hundred percent.”  M r. Goldman, in  
fu l l  agreem ent w ith  me, expla ined to  M r. M atthew s, the Chief 
In v e s tig a to r o f the Com m ittee, th a t m y  p o lit ic a l aim s o f 
course had no th in g  in  com m on w ith  the rea c tion a ry  p o lit ic a l 
aim s o f M r. Dies, th a t the on ly  th in g  I  could prom ise was to 
speak the tru th . I  am a fra id  th a t th is  was the reason w h y  
M r. Dies dropped his plan. I f  I  w ished to  g ive th is  a severe 
b u t a u th o rita tiv e  cha racte riza tion , I  would ca ll i t  a “ sordid 
procedure.”

M r. Dies says th a t he m ay send an in ve s tig a to r to  M exico 
to “ take  T ro ts k y ’s s ta tem ent.”  B u t I  never in v ited  h is rep re 
sen ta tive  to  M exico, irrespective  as to  w he the r o r n o t he p re
sented me w ith  an assurance th a t he would be pe rm itte d  to 
re tu rn  to  the U n ited  States. I  agreed on ly  to  m ake a pub lic  
deposition before a Com m ittee o f the House o f Representa
tives w ith  the fu l l  po ss ib ility  o f e luc id a tin g  a ll obscure ques
tions th rou gh  cross-exam ination. I f  M r. Dies wishes m y  op in
ions in  w r it te n  fo rm  on ly, he can read m y  books.

L . TR O TS K Y
December 12, 1939 
Coyoacan, D .F .

League, A llied  
Council, U. S. 
Backing Finland

Undeclared War to Be Fought by Lending 
Money, Arms, Planes to the Finns

Sw iftly  putting teeth into last week’s action ol the League 
of Nations against the Soviet Union, the Allied Supreme 
W ar Council, in a three-hour session Tuesday, decided— in 
the words of the Associated Press— “ to give all moral and 
material aid possible to Finland without weakening its own 
war with Germany.”

The decision means virtually war against the Soviet Union 
except that, as with so many of the wars in the last two dec
ades, it is not officially declared.

The day before the Allied move, the United States left 
the stage o f propaganda and “ re lief”  and went on to direct 
war moves against the Soviet Union, with the announcement 
by Charles Edison, Acting Secretary of the U. S. Navy, that 
more than forty of the latest and speediest fighting planes, 
built for the navy, were being released immediately to Finland.

HOW THEY FIGHT 
HITLERISM IN  
A DEMOCRACY

(U n ion  News Service) 
TO R O N TO , Dec. 9— C. H. M il

la rd , Canadian secre ta ry o f the 
CIO, was arrested here Dec. 6 
by O n ta rio  P rov inc ia l Police on 
charges based on Section 39B of 
the “ Defense o f Canada”  regu la
tions, w h ich  were adopted when 
Canada declared war.

M illa rd  is charged w ith  m a k 
ing  sta tem ents “ p re ju d ic ia l to  re 
c ru it in g ”  du rin g  the C IO  Mine, 
M il l &  S m elte r W orke rs  U n ion  
o rgan iz ing  cam paign in  T im m ins, 
O n ta rio ’s gold m in in g  center.

Section 39B declares th a t: “ No 
person sha ll by w o rd  o f m ou th  
spread reports  o r m ake s ta te 
ments, false o r otherw ise, in te nd 
ed o r lik e ly  to  pre jud ice the  re 
c ru itin g , tra in in g , d isc ip line  o r 
a d m in is tra tio n  o f any o f H is  M a j
esty's Forces.”

SEEK AID FOR 
FINNS, NONE 
FOR RELIEFERS

Toledo Has Special 
Day for "Poor 
L ittle  Finland"

TO LED O , Ohio, Dec, 17— A c 
cord ing  to  G overnor B ricke r, the 
Toledo-C leveland re lie f c ris is  has 
been s a tis fa c to r ily  solved. The 
re lie f s itu a tio n  “ is now in  good 
shape,”  he to ld  repo rte rs  in  New 
Y o rk  on the 15th.

T w o  days la te r  the  Toledo 
T im es c a rrie d  a s to ry  w h ich  com 
p le te ly  re fu ted  the  governor. 
“ N in e ty -fiv e  fa m ilie s  are fac in g  
im m edia te  ev ic tion  fro m  th e ir  
homes because o f nonpaym ent o f 
ren t.”  These are on ly  the f irs t  
v ic tim s , m ore are to  come. F o r 
to  the  h o rro rs  o f no re lie f have 
been added no paym en t o f re n t 
fo r  re lie f c lien ts . No, the  re lie f 
s itu a tio n  is no t solved, bu t on 
the  c o n tra ry  grow s m ore acute 
da ily .

F o r " la c k  o f funds”  the 
schools have been closed fo r  a 
period o f s ix  weeks. To “ solve”  
th is  problem , the Toledo Real 
E s ta te  Board has proposed to 
c u t aw ay fro m  the schools a ll 
the “ f r i l l s ” — by  w h ich  the y  mean 
the k inde rgartens, hea lth  service, 
a rt, m usic, sub ject supervision, 
s ick  leaves fo r  school employees, 
in s tru c tio n  in  home economies 
and in d u s tr ia l a rts , etc.

In  the  face o f th is  a troc ious 
s itua tion , M a yo r Roy C. S ta rt, 
w ith  the  sanction o f bo th  the  
c ity  council and the  “ subs tan tia l 
business elem ents” , has issued a 
h igh-pressured plea fo r  funds 
fo r  . . . “ poor l i t t le  F in la n d ” !

' That these planes were but 
the first shipment o f arms 
with others to follow was in
dicated when Edison pointed 
out that because neither the 
Soviet Union nor Finland has 
declared war, the Neutrality 
Act provisions do not apply 
and therefore Finland can 
purchase arms here on credit. 
A “ moral embargo”  on the 
shipment of arms to the Sovi
et Union has been “ requested” 
o f manufacturers by Secre
tary o f State Cordell Hull.

Sending Troops Planned
The undeclared w a r was a l

ready ind ica ted  la s t week, a f te r  
the League o f N a tion s  expelled 
the Soviet U n ion  and urged its  
m embers to  come to  the aid o f 
F in land , when the Associated 
Press reported fro m  Geneva 
th a t “ in  h igh  d ip lo m a tic  q u a r
ters here i t  was suggested th a t 
fo re ig n  troops now id lin g  in  the 
a llied  arm ies m ay become f ig h t 
in g  vo lunteers fo r  the F inns. The 
idea o f an In te rn a tio n a l B rigade  
fo r  F in la n d ..  .began to  leak ou t 
o f the League co rr id o r conver
sa tions . . . M il i ta r y  experts  said 
th a t  the F rench  were eager to  
f ind  a w ide open ba ttleg round  
and th a t the  B a ltic  sta tes and 
W estern  Russia m ig h t be viewed 
in  P a ris  and London as the long 
est b u t easiest w a y  around G er
m any ’s S ieg fried  L ine .”

Even before the League action, 
the a u th o r ita tiv e  N ew  Y o rk  
T im es e d ito r ia lly  declared:

“ Even ts are now m oving  w ith  
g re a t speed. . and s e ttin g  in  m o
tio n  forces w h ich, before the y  are 
spent, m ay ra d ic a lly  change the 
whole na tu re  o f the  w a r  in  
E urope.”

A m ong the “ in d ig n a n t demo
cracies”  com ing to  F in la n d ’s aid 
are M usso lin i’s I ta ly — no t con
te n t w ith  "s tu d e n t dem onstra
tion s ”  fo r  F in land , i t  has sent 
a lready f i f t y  bom bers— F ranco ’s 
Spain and F asc is t P ortuga l.

The unexpected d ifficu ltie s  
w h ich  the  Red A rm y  is expe ri
encing in  its  invas ion o f F in land, 
ascribed by  m il i ta r y  experts  to  
the d iso rgan iza tion  o f the Red 
A rm y  by  the  loss o f its  lead ing 
personnel as a re su lt o f S ta lin ’s 
purges, have enorm ously encour
aged the s w if t  developm ent o f 
the an ti-S o v ie t moves.

W ith  “ poor l i t t le  F in la n d ”  as 
a p re te x t, and im m easurab ly  
aided by S ta lin ’s cyn ica l and ob
v io us ly  fa lse a lib is  fo r  the in va 
sion, the im p e ria lis ts  have moved 
aga ins t the  S ov ie t U n ion  w ith  a  
brazen boldness w h ich  scarce ly  
w ou ld  have seemed possible a 
m on th  ago.

T h is  move o f the  im p e ria lis ts  
was however, p ro jected  long be
fo re  the y  found  a p re te x t. A t  one 
stage o r ano the r o f th is  w a r, i t  
has been c lear fo r  years, the im 
p e ria lis ts  w ou ld  a tte m p t to  fo rc 
ib ly  smash the Soviet U n ion ’s 
m onopoly o f fo re ig n  trade  and 
open to  c a p ita lis t e xp lo ita tio n  
th is  area, closed to  the  c a p ita lis t 
w o rld  by  th e Russian Revolu tion .
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The A m erican  labo r m ovem ent 
is w a tch in g  w ith  considerable 
a n x ie ty  the fa te  o f the union 
m o v e m e n t s  in  Eng land and 
France in  the present w ar.

The fac ts  o f the s itu a tio n  in 
F rance have tr ic k le d  in to  E ng
land and also A m erica , and the 
s to ry  o f the s tra n g u la tio n  o f the 
F rench labo r m ovem ent is shock
ing. E ng lish  un ion is ts  are w on
de ring  i f  the same tra g ic  lo t  is 
in  s tore fo r  them. A m erican un
ion is ts  are con fronted by s im ila r 
though ts .

Shop Stewards
D a lad ie r and the F rench m il i

ta ry  m achine rece n tly  ordered 
the abo lition  o f the shop steward 
system, am ong o th e r d ra s tic  de
crees. T h is  is lik e  c u tt in g  the 
h e a rt o u t o f a body and expect
in g  i t  to fun c tion .

The shop stew ard system  has 
been recognized as the rea l life , 
the  heart, and the backbone o f a 
good union. In  France, the crea
tio n  and extension o f the shop 
stew ard systems was one o f the 
m a jo r v ic to ries  o f the fam ous 
1936 s it-dow n  s trike .

P ro tec tion  fo r  the rank and file  
on the job  comes p r im a r ily  
th rou gh  the shop stewards. They 
nego tia te  and settle  the day to 
day grievances th a t cons tan tly  
ir r i ta te  the  w orkers.

In  add ition  to  th a t v ita l fu n c 
t io n  however, the shop s tew ard 
system  in  F rance was the basis 
fo r  the w o rkers  com m ittees th a t 
v ir tu a lly  too k  pow er in  1936—a 
fa c t  th a t D a lad ie r has no t fo r 
gotten.

D a lad ie r seeks to  k i l l  tw o  b irds 
w ith  one stone in  his o rder abol
ish ing  the  shop stew ard system : 
break the backbone o f the unions 
and p reven t the w o rke rs  fro m  
hav ing  com m ittees capable o f 
fu n c tio n in g  in  tim es o f social un 
rest.

D a lad ie r rem em bers too w e ll 
how the shop com m ittees became 
the em bryo Soviets in  1936. I t  is 
th is  e ve n tu a lity  th a t he tr ie s  to  
b lock.

War Taxes
H o w  m uch social dynam ite  is 

packed in  the F rench in d u s tr ia l 
system  is  ind ica ted  by tw o  o ther 
decrees o f the  D a lad ie r govern
m ent. A l l  in d u s tr ia l w o rke rs  have 
to  "c o n tr ib u te ”  f ifte e n  per cent 
o f th e ir  wages to  a w a r chest, 
and 40 per cen t o f a ll ove rtim e  is 
“ co n tribu te d ”  to  th is  fund.

U nde r the  pressure o f the r is 
in g  costs o f liv in g  on the one 
hand and the cu t in  wages on the 
o th e r hand, combined w ith  long 
er hours, speed-up, and accum u
la tio n  o f grievances, the F rench 
w o rke rs  are b u ild in g  up a te r r i
fic  resentm ent th a t w i l l  tu rn  in to  
a g ig a n tic  explosion. N o t since 
the  days o f Louis F ou rte en th  
have the F rench ru lin g  classes 
been s it t in g  on such a powder 
keg.

Is  i t  a wonder th a t the French 
F o re ign  Leg ion and o the r p icked 
co lon ia l troops are “ ju d ic io u s ly ”  
d is tr ib u te d  behind the fro n t  
lines?

England Too?
The ra n k  and file  w o rke rs  in  

E ng land are w o rry in g  about the 
p ro b a b ility  th a t the Cham berla in 
governm ent, w ith  the approval of 
the la bo r fakers, w i l l  fu r th e r  c u r
ta i l  the r ig h ts  o f the un ion move
m en t under the guise o f w a r em
ergency measures.

Do the y  also face the s ign ing  
o f a pact between the govern
m en t and the la bo r bureaucrats 
y /h ich  b rings the ap p lica tio n  of 
com pulsory ove rtim e and wage 
cuts, coupled w ith  longer w o rk 
in g  hours? A re  concen tra tion  
camps fo r  m il ita n t  w orkers , and 
fo rced  la b o r under m il ita ry  con
t ro l the ne x t step in  E ng land?  
A n d  a re  the shop com m ittees in 
E ng land  go ing  to  be suppressed?

A  s to ry  appeared la s t week 
th a t  ind ica tes how  the E ng lish  
w o rke rs  are fee ling . U n ion  bu
reaucra ts  agreed w ith  an indus
t r ia l  concern no t to  press fo r  the 
so lu tion  o f ce rta in  grievances 
and a  wage dispute. However, the 
ra n k  and f ile  th rou gh  the shop 
com m ittee  organized a s tr ik e  
th a t was averted on ly  w ith  the 
g reatest d iff ic u lty . The shop 
stewards are s t i l l  sore about the 
sellout. O rders fro m  the un ion 
bureaucra ts are being d is rega rd 
ed. A n o th e r s tr ik e  is threatened.

H ow  m any m ore o f these 
events occurred w h ich  do no t es
cape the censorship? U ndoubted
ly  m any. The seeds o f un rest are 
inhe ren t in  the w a r production  
schedules.

C O U P LE  desires fu rn ishe d  room  
in  B ro n x  w ith  comrades. W r ite  
care o f S. S tan ley, 116 U n iv e r
s ity  Place, N .Y.C.

T r o t s k y  O n  L e n i n ’s P r o g r a m
E d ito r, The New  Y o rk  T im es 
New  Y o rk  C ity , N . Y.
Dear S ir:

On Novem ber 25, The New 
Y o rk  T im es published a le tte r  
signed by John S tu a rt H a m ilto n  
w h ich  begins w ith  the w ords: 
“ Leon T ro ts k y ’s le tte r  in  The 
T im es is rep le te w ith  unproved 
ins inua tions.”  A  ve ry  serious ac
cusation. You w i l l  p e rm it me, I  
hope, to prove th a t i t  is  fa lse and 
to unm ask in  passing some o f 
the m ethods by w h ich  Moscow 
and her agents b r in g  in to  m isap
prehension an im p o rta n t section 
o f pub lic  op in ion th rou gh ou t the 
whole w orld . T h is  case is ex
trem e ly  favo rab le  because the 
theore tic  and p o lit ic a l question 
touched upon in  m y  le tte r  has 
been, in  and o f itse lf, o f g rea t 
in te re s t to  every in te llig e n t per
son regardless o f his ideo log ica l, 
tendencies; and because M r. 
H a m ilto n — th ro u g h  ignorance o r 
carelessness— seized a w ire  h ig h 
ly  charged w ith  disagreeable s u r
prises fo r  h im  as w e ll as fo r  his 
re ta ine r, S ta lin .

M y  le tte r  contained the a ffirm 
a tion  th a t Len in  and the whole 
Bo lshevik  p a r ty  w ith o u t a single 
exception considered i t  im pos
sible to  bu ild  a soc ia lis t socie ty 
in one coun try , a ll the m ore so 
in  one as backw ard  as Russia; 
and th a t on ly  a t the end o f 1924 
did  S ta lin  m ake an about-face o f 
180 degrees thereby b rand ing  his 
v iew po in t o f yeste rday as "coun
te r - re v o lu tio n a ry  T ro ts k y is m .”  
The p o lit ic a l reason fo r  S ta lin ’s 
tu rn  was th a t the Soviet bureau
cracy had succeeded by th a t 
tim e  in e rec ting  th e ir  own ‘so
c ia lism ,’’ th a t is, in  f irm ly  assur
in g  th e ir  power and w e ll-be ing  
. . .  in  one coun try . T h is  question 
long ago passed the bounds o f 
in te rn a l M a rx is t discussion. I t  is 
no t possible to  understand e ith e r 
the evo lu tion  o f the ru lin g  p a rty  
o f the U.S.S.R. o r the cha rac te r 
o f the present Soviet pow er’s fo r 
eign po licy  i f  c lea r account is  no t 
taken o f the question as to  how 
and w h y  S ta lin  and com pany 
broke w ith  the tra d it io n  o f B o l
shevism  on the question o f the 
in te rn a tio n a l na tu re  o f soc ia lis t 
revo lu tion .
A  S IN G L E  Q U O T A T IO N  
A N D  T H A T  O N E  D IS T O R TE D

In  o rder to  dem onstra te th a t 
there was no break whatsoever, 
M r. H a m ilto n  takes the fo llo w 
in g  quo ta tion  fro m  Le n in ’s a r 
tic le  w r it te n  in  1915: ", . . The 
v ic to ry  o f socia lism  is possible, 
f irs t  in  a few  o r even in  a single 
c a p ita lis t coun try . The v ic to rious  
p ro le ta r ia t o f th a t coun try , hav
in g  exp rop ria ted  the cap ita lis ts  
and organized its  own soc ia lis t 
production, would con fro n t the 
rest o f the c a p ita lis t w o rld , a t 
t ra c t  to  its e lf  the oppressed 
classes o f o th e r countries. . ." 
and so on. These lines express 
no th in g  m ore than  the elem ent
a ry  idea th a t the  soca ilis t revo lu 
tio n  cannot surge up a t the same 
tim e  in  a ll the countries o f the 
w o rld  b u t m ust in e v ita b ly  begin 
“ f ir s t ”  in  a few  o r even in  a 
single country .

B y  the “ v ic to ry  o f socia lism ”  
Len in  means here, as is c lear 
fro m  the quo ta tion , the conquest 
o f power by the p ro le ta r ia t and 
the n a tion a liza tio n  o f the means 
o f p roduction  b u t n o t a t a ll the 
cons truc tion  o f an iso lated so
c ia lis t society. On the con tra ry , 
Len in  d ire c tly  states th a t the 
conquest o f power would place in  
the hands o f the p ro le ta r ia t 
means fo r  the developm ent o f 
revo lu tion  on an in te rna tiona l 
scale. The whole a rgum ent o f M r. 
H a m ilton  lik e  th a t o f his Moscow 
teachers is based upon the iden
t if ic a tio n  o f the v ic to ry  o f the so
c ia lis t revo lu tion  w ith  the con
s tru c tio n  o f the soc ia lis t society. 
I t  is a grotesque sophism ! M ore 
than once we called the O ctober 
revo lu tion  a g re a t "v ic to ry  o f so
c ia lism ”  b u t we saw in  i t  on ly  the 
beg inn ing o f a new h is to r ic  epoch 
w h ich  over a period o f genera
tions w ould tra n s fo rm  hum an so
c ie ty  th rou gh ou t the whole p lan 
et. The quo ta tion  contains no 
o ther meaning.

Is  i t  m oreover n o t aston ish ing 
th a t on the question o f the con
s tru c tio n  o f socia lism  in  a single 
co u n try  M r. H a m ilto n  is incap
able o f find in g  a n y th in g  aside 
fro m  a fa lse ly  in te rp re te d  quota
tion  o f 1915 ? Pow er was conquer
ed by the Bo lsheviks in  1917. 
D u rin g  the five  years in  w h ich  
Len in  rem ained a t the head o f 
the S oviet n a tion  he expressed 
h im se lf innum erab le  tim es in  
speeches and a rtic le s  abou t the 
conditions fo r  rea liz ing  a  socia l
is t society. In  m y  H is to ry  o f the 
Russian R evo lu tion , Vol. I l l ,  pp. 
378-418, I  gave dozens o f Le n in ’s 
pronouncem ents d u rin g  the years 
1917-1923. P e rm it me to quote a 
few  o f them  here:
IN S T A N C E S  O F  L E N rN ’S 
R E A L  P O S IT IO N

W hen de pa rting  fo r  Russia a f t 
er the F e b ru a ry  revo lu tion , Len in  
w ro te  in  a fa re w e ll le tte r  to  the 
Swiss w o rke rs : “ The Russian 
p ro le ta r ia t cannot w ith  its  own 
forces v ic to r io u s ly  achieve the 
soc ia lis t revo lu tion . B u t i t  can 
. . . im prove  the s itu a tio n  in  
w h ich  its  chief, its  re liab le  a lly , 
the E uropean and A m erican  so
c ia lis t p ro le ta r ia t, w i l l  en ter the

<«>-

decisive b a ttle .”
On A p r i l  23 (1918) he said a t

a session o f the M oscow Soviet: 
"O u r backwardness has pushed 
us fo rw a rd , and we sha ll perish 
i f  we cannot hold ou t u n t il we 
meet a m ig h ty  suppo rt on the 
p a rt o f the in su rre c tio n a ry  w o rk 
ers o f o ther countries.”

"F o r  us i t  is easy to  begin a 
revo lu tion  and harder to continue 
i t , ”  he said in  M ay (1918). “ In  
the west i t  is ha rde r to  begin a 
revo lu tion  b u t i t  w il l be easier to 
continue.”

On the th ird  ann iversary  o f the 
O ctober revo lu tion , Len in  con
firm ed th is : “ W e a lw ays staked 
our p lan  upon an in te rn a tio n a l 
re vo lu tion  and th is  was uncon
d itio n a lly  r ig h t. . . We always 
emphasized the fa c t th a t in  one 
c o u n try  i t  is impossible to ac
com plish such a w o rk  as a so
c ia lis t re vo lu tion .”

A t  the te n th  Congress o f the 
Russian P a rty , M a rch  1921, Len
in exp la ined: “ In  Russia we have 
a m in o r ity  o f w o rkers  in  in d u s try  
and an enormous m a jo r ity  o f pe t
ty  land-owners. In  such a coun
t r y  the social revo lu tion  could 
achieve its  fina l success on ly  . . . 
on cond ition  o f its  t im e ly  support 
by a social re vo lu tion  in  one or 
several advanced countries. . .”

I  l im it  m yse lf to these fe w  quo
ta tions  no t because they are the 
m ost s t r ik in g —fa r  fro m  th a t—  
bu t because they are the  sho rt
est.

T H E  D E W E Y  C O M M IS S IO N  
D E C IS IO N  O N  T H IS

M r. H a m ilto n  re fers to  the fa c t 
th a t Le n in ’s quo ta tion  o f 1915 is 
“ fa m il ia r ”  to  me and th a t conse
quen tly  I  am h id in g  i t  consciously 
fro m  the readers o f The New 
Y o rk  Times. As a m a tte r o f fac t, 
I  am acquainted no t o n ly  w ith  
th is  quo ta tion  b u t w ith  L e n in ’s 
w o rk  in general and w ith  his 
whole h is to rica l conception. F o r 
the agents o f the K re m lin , Lenin 
is reduced to  a  fa ls ified  quota tion  
fro m  1911. The th in g  w en t so fa r  
th a t P rosecutor V ysh insky  in tro 
duced the 1915 qu o ta tio n  in  his 
in d ic tm e n t aga inst me and o th 
ers.

T h is  necessarily made it  the 
ob ject o f a special research by 
the Com m ission o f Dd. John Dew 
ey in  its  in ves tig a tion  o f the M os
cow tr ia ls . One can disagree w ith  
John Dewey and his co llabora to rs 
in  the sphere o f ph ilosophy and 
po litics , th a t is  prec ise ly  the case 
w ith  me, b u t there is scarcely one 
reasonable m an in  the w o rld  who 
w ould  dare to deny the ou ts tand 
in g  in te lle c tu a l honesty o f John 
Dewey, w ith o u t m en tion ing  his 
capac ity  to  analyze te x tu a l m a t
ters. H is  co llabo ra to rs : P rofessor 
E dw ard  A ls w o rth  Ross, John 
Cham berla in, Suzanne LaF o l- 
le tte , and the others are people 
o f h igh  in te lle c tu a l and m ora l 
qua lifica tions. A  m ore a u th o r ita 
tive  inves tiga tion , especia lly fo r  
A m erican  pub lic  op in ion could 
no t have been made. Here are the 
find ings o f the Commission on 
th is  p a r tic u lra  po in t:

“ Le n in ’s a rtic le  (1915) . . . 
can be taken to  mean th a t  socia l
ism  can be d e fin itiv e ly  estab lish
ed in a s ingle co u n try  on ly  i f  one 
leaves ou t the c ruc ia l phrase ‘a t 
the beg inn ing ’ (o r ‘f ir s t ’ in  the 
quo ta tion  cited by M r. H a m ilto n ) 
and wrenches the qu o ta tio n  fro m  
its  con text in  the m a tte r under 
discussion: (2) th a t T ro ts k y  and 
Len in  are in  essential agreem ent 
th a t the soc ia lis t re vo lu tion  can 
begin on a  na tiona l basis b u t th a t 
i t  w i l l  be com pleted in te rn a tio n 
a lly . . .”

A nd  fu r th e r :  “ A  ca re fu l s tudy 
o f the re levan t h is to r ic a l m ate 
r ia l has convinced th is  Com m is
sion th a t Le n in ’s actua l v iew  on 
th is  sub ject was th a t  w h ile  the 
soc ia lis t revo lu tion  could tr iu m p h  
in it ia l ly  in  a s ingle coun try , i t  
could n o t be u lt im a te ly  success
fu l w ith o u t the aid o f successful 
soc ia lis t revo lu tions elsewhere.
. . . We are no t in  the least con
cerned w ith  the correctness o f 
Le n in ’s view. W h a t does concern 
us is (1) th a t the  P rosecutor fa l
sified Len in ’s pos ition ; and (2) 
th a t T ro tsky , fa r  fro m  opposing 
Lenin on the question o f ‘socia l
ism  in  one c o u n try ’ was in  essen
t ia l agreem ent w ith  him . O bv i
ously, i f  T ro ts k y  had n o t held 
th is  pos ition  he w ou ld  have op
posed instead o f v ig o ro u s ly  sup
p o rtin g  the O ctober R evo lu tion .”  
(M y  emphasis— L .T .) (N o t G u il
ty . R eport o f Dewey Commission, 
H a rpe r &  B ro the rs ; New  Y o rk . 
1938. pp. 343, 348.)

M r. H a m ilto n  thus has on ly  re
peated the long-ago unmasked 
fa ls ific a tio n  o f P rosecutor V y 
shinsky.

HO W  S T A L IN  T R IE D  TO 
C H A N G E  L E N IN ’S T H O U G H T

The in it ia t iv e  fo r  the  fa ls ific a 
tion  belongs however no t to  V y 
sh insky b u t to S ta lin . In  A p r i l 
1924 in  a pam ph le t en title d  “ The 
Foundations o f Le n in ism ”  S ta lin  
w ro te : “ The ove rth row  o f the  
power o f the bourgeoisie and the 
estab lishm ent o f the pow er o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t in  one c o u n try  alone 
does not, per se, mean the com 
plete v ic to ry  o f socialism . The 
ch ie f task, the  o rgan iza tion  o f so
c ia lis t p roduction , s t i l l  lies ahead. 
Can th is  ta sk  be perfo rm ed, can 
the fin a l v ic to ry  o f socialism  be 
gained, in  one c o u n try  alone, and

Existence of Opposition In U.S.S.R 
Revealed by Soviet Newspapers

I t  is  becom ing more and m ore 
d iff ic u lt to  penetra te behind the 
th ic k  ve il o f secrecy and offic ia l 
verb iage o f the S ta lin is t Russian 
press, w h ich  now a rrives  weeks 
la te . The newspapers are filled  
w ith  g low ing  reports  o f successes 
in  every fie ld, paeans to  S ta lin —  
w ith  the w a r news pushed to  the 
background. The o ffic ia l tone is 
th a t o f “ calm  assurance” , “ op
t im is m ”  and “ in v in c ib i l ity ” .

Interspersed w ith  these r itu a l
is tic  reports, however, are ex
trem e ly  cautious comments 
w h ich  supply a key to  the real 
s itua tion . H in ts  are fo rth co m in g  
o f the fa c t th a t in d u s try  and ag
r ic u ltu re  are su ffe rin g  fro rq  
m any grave weaknesses. W ho is 
to blam e? N o longer do we hear 
th a t i t  is the fa u lt  o f “ w reckers”  
etc. N o r does the blam e fa l l  on 
the ind isc ip lined and backw ard 
elements. N o t a t a ll. Local and 
reg ional d ire c tin g  bodies are 
blamed, especia lly the p a r ty  o r
gans. We c ite  on ly  the la te s t in 
stance a t hand o f th is  new ap
proach. In  discussing lags in  col
lec tive  fa rm s, P ravda  has the 
fo llo w in g  to say:

“ E v e ry th in g  is unloaded on the 
shoulders o f the co llective fa rm 
ers, bu t the  leaders o f the reg ion 
and o f the co llectives seek in  ev
e ry  w ay to  shield themselves. Y e t 
the rea l reasons fo r  the lag  o f 
the co llec tive  fa rm  . . . are rooted 
in no th ing  else b u t the in ep t lead
ersh ip o f the labo r fo rce  both on 
the p a r t o f the reg ional leaders 
as w e ll as o f the a d m in is tra tio n  
o f the co llective  its e lf. . . Leaders 
o f no sm all num ber o f o th e r re 
gions can easily la y  bare these 
ev ils  among themselves, i f  they 
seek seriously  to s tudy the rea-

sons fo r  the la g  o f th is  o r ano th 
er collective in  th e ir  te r r ito ry .”  
(P ravda, Novem ber 21, 1939).

*  *  *

E X IS T E N C E  O F  D IS S ID E N T S  
R E V E A L E D  B Y  PRESS

T his drive  aga inst the local 
p a r ty  leaders is undoubtedly 
closely connected w ith  the recent 
p a rty  purge w h ich  was in  p a rt 
a b low  aga inst opposition to the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pact. V e ry  frequen t 
reference has been made in  the 
press to those who adopt an “ ov
e rs im p lified  approach to M a rx 
ism ”  and a “ onesided v iew  on the 
m ethods o f s trugg le  aga inst Fas
cism .”  A t  whom  are these words 
d irected i f  no t a t the opponents 
of S ta lin ’s la te s t po licy?

The clearest in d ica tion  o f ac tu 
al opposition to S ta lin ’s moves is 
to be found in  the pages o f K om - 
som olskaya Pravda, the offic ia l 
gan o f the Soviet Young Com m u
n is t League. In  issue No. 213 of 
th is  paper i t  is s ta ted th a t in . the 
ranks o f the p a r ty  and especia lly 
the you th  are to  be found m any 
“ scholastics and muddleheads 
who seize on the le tte r  o f M a rx 
ism and hold the v ie w  th a t such 
th ings as com m unism  and the 
(existence o f the ) a rm y  are in 
com patib le .”  The invo lved and 
cautious com m ent nevertheless 
makes i t  qu ite  c lear th a t the re  is 
d isapprova l o f the use o f the Red 
A rm y  in  the execution o f S ta lin ’s 
fo re ign  po licy, th a t is, the in va 
sion o f Poland! T h is  is a ttacked  
as the v iew po in t o f T ro tsky ite s  
and B ukharin ites . A nd  the K om - 
som olskaya P ravda w arns the 
dissidents to bear in  m ind the 
fa te  o f the “ T ro tsky ite s , B u k h a r
in ites  and G am arn ik ites .”

The inclusion o f G am arn ik ’s

name in  th is  instance is o f spe
c ia l significance. G am arn ik  was 
head o f the  P o lit ic a l D epartm ent 
o f the Red A rm y , purged tog e th 
er w ith  the o th e r M arshals of the 
Red A rm y . The “ fa te  o f the  Ga
m a rn ik ite s ”  is o f p a rtic u la r 
m eaning to  the  Red A rm y  ranks 
where thousands have been p u rg 
ed on th a t ve ry  charge. I t  can 
on ly be a w a rn in g  to  dissidents 
w ith in  the Red A rm y  its e lf !

*  *

In d u s try  s t i l l  suffers from
acute labo r shortage. Since Sep
tem ber there has been a consist
ent cam paign in  fa v o r o f leng th - 
in g  the w o rk in g  day. Supple
m en ting  it ,  has been a cam paign 
to d raw  in  women in to  in d u s try  
and to remove “ ou tda ted”  re 
s tr ic tio n s  fo r  the em p loym ent of 
women in  the heavy industries. 
O ut o f the 37,000 unemployed in  
the c ity  o f Lvov  (recen tly  soviet- 
ized) some e igh t thousand were 
removed to  the Don B asin  to  
w o rk  in the mines. (P ravda, N o
vem ber 21).

The s itu a tio n  in  the coal in 
du s try  has no t im proved. The 
lead ing a rtic le  in  P ravda  fo r  N o
vem ber 12 places the  responsib il
i t y  fo r  the “ sho rtcom ings”  in  coal 
p roduction  on the reg iona l heads 
and the ad m in is tra tion .

*  *  *

M iliu k o v ’s paper, Poslednya 
N ovesty , (published in  P aris ) 
ca rried  an in te re s tin g  in te rv ie w  
w ith  a recent “ a r r iv a l”  fro m  
Moscow who stated th a t M o lo tov 
and Zhdanov did  no t expect the 
ou tb reak o f w a r and refused to  
believe the w a r news when f irs t  
reported. (Poslednya N ovosty, 
Septem ber 22, 1939).

w ith o u t the jo in t  e ffo rts  o f tne 
p ro le ta rians in  several o f the 
m ost advanced countries.? No, 
th is  is ou t o f the  question. The 
h is to ry  o f the Russian R evo lu tion  
shows th a t the p ro le ta rian  
s tre n g th  o f one cou n try  alone 
can ove rth ro w  the bourgeoisie of 
th a t coun try . B u t fo r  the fina l 
v ic to ry  o f socialism , fo r  the o r
gan iza tion  o f soc ia lis t production, 
the s tre n g th  o f one c o u n try  (es
pec ia lly  a peasant coun try , such 
as Russia) does no t suffice. F o r 
th is , the un ited  s tre n g th  o f the 
p ro le ta rians  in  several o f the 
m ost advanced countries is need
ed. . . ( “ Len in ism ,”  by Joseph 
S ta lin . New  Y o rk : In te rn a tio n a l 
Publishers, 1928. pp. 52-53.)

S ta lin  concluded th is  exp lana
tio n  w ith  the w ords: “ Such, in  
broad ou tline, are the cha rac te r
is tics  o f Le n in ’s theory  o f the 
p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion .”

B y  the end o f the same year he 
changed th is  exp lana tion  to  read 
as fo llow s : "H a v in g  consolidated 
its  power, and ta k in g  the lead o f 
the peasantry, the p ro le ta r ia t o f 
the v ic to riou s  cou n try  can and 
m ust bu ild  a soc ia lis t society.”  
Can and m ust! A n d  th is  d iam e t
r ic a lly  co n tra d ic to ry  exp lanation  
o f L e n in ’s pos ition  ends w ith  the 
same w ords: “ Such, in  broad o u t
line, are the cha rac te ris tics  of 
Le n in ’s theory  o f the p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion .”  Thus d u rin g  the 
elapse o f ha lf a yea r S ta lin  as
cribed to  Len in  tw o  d ia m e tr ica lly  
opposed conceptions on the m ost 
fundam enta l question o f revo lu 
tion. Yagoda, the ch ie f o f the 
G.P.U. was commissioned to  
prove the correctness o f the new 
po in t o f view.

M r. H a m ilto n  tr ie d  to  accuse 
me o f the concealm ent o f one 
quo ta tion  fro m  Len in ,— we have 
ju s t seen w ith  w h a t success. I  
accuse the C om in te rn  school no t 
o f the concealm ent o f one quo ta 
tion  bu t o f the  system atic  fa ls i
fica tion  o f ideas, facts, quota
tions in  the in te rests  o f the 
K re m lin  ru lin g  clique. A  codified 
co llection  o f such a series o f fa l
sifica tions, The H is to ry  o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  o f the  U.S.S. 
K „  has been trans la ted  in to  a ll 
the languages o f c iv ilized  m an
k ind , and published in  the U.S.
S.R. and abroad in  tens o f m il
lions o f copies. I  take  upon m y 
self to prove before any im p a rt ia l 
com m ission th a t in  the lib ra ry  
o f hu m a n ity  there is no t a single 
book m ore dishonest than  th is  
"H is to ry ”  w h ich  serves now no t 
on ly  as the basis o f p o lit ic a l 
propaganda b u t also as the d irec
tiv e  fo r  Soviet pa in ting , scu lp
tu re , theater, film s , and so on. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  one can be ce rta in  
in  advance th a t m y  opponents 
w ill no t accept m y challenge.

L . T R O TS K Y
December 6, 1939 
Coyoacan, D .F .
M exico

Y P S L  X M A S  S O C IA L— 916 9 th  
Ave., a t 59 th St. M eet you un 
der the  m is tle toe  a t the g re a t
est a ffa ir  yet. Dancing, re fresh 
ments, en te rta inm en t. A dm is 
sion, 25 cents. Auspices, New 
Y o rk  D iv is io n  Y PSL.

Harrison Steel Workers 
Show Inspiring Solidarity

H A R R IS O N , N . J.— The N ew  
Jersey trade un ion m ovem ent 
w i l l  rem em ber fo r  years to  come 
the  in s p ir in g  ac t o f s o lid a rity  
th a t has recen tly  occurred am ong 
the e lec tric  fu rnace m en in  the 
H a rrison  p la n t o f C rucib le  Steel.

Several weeks ago, the com
pany h ired an e x tra  fo rce  p i 
e lec tric  fu rnace men w hom  they 
in tended to  use as scabs i f  a 
w a lk o u t m ateria lized . S tr ik e  votes 
are now  being take n  by  the  Steel 
W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee 
in a ll C rucib le  Steel plants.

Jo in  P ro test W a lk o u t
The n e w ly  h ired  w orkers, in  

sp ite  o f the  fa c t th a t the CIO 
has fa lle n  down m ise rab ly  in  o r 
gan iz ing  the f ig h t  fo r  adequate 
re lie f standards fo r  the unem 
ployed, jo ined the o lder men in  
a p ro tes t w a lk o u t aga inst com
p a ny  a tte m p ts  to  in s titu te  the 
s tagger system. The new men 
solidarized themselves w ith  the 
de te rm in a tion  o f the men n o t to 
w o rk  S a tu rday  and Sunday w ith 
ou t tim e  and a  h a lf  fo r  overtim e. 
The s tagger syste m requres these 
men to  w o rk  these days fo r  
s tra ig h t tim e.

W hen the m anagem ent m et 
the  grievance com m ittee, on Dec. 
1, the com pany offered a “ com 
prom ise”  to  the union, w h ich  in 
cluded a p rov is ion  to f ire  the new 
men a t once. Thus the com pany 
hoped to  p re c ip ita te  a s p lit  in  the 
ranks o f the men involved.

M en S tic k  T og the r
The e lec tric  fu rnace men held 

a m eeting  th a t a fte rnoon to  vote 
on the “ com prom ise" proposals. 
Since m ost o f the new men had 
no t y e t received a pay check and 
were fin a n c ia lly  unable to  join- 
the union, the officers decided to 
The s tagger system  resuires these

ner w h ich  served notice to the 
com pany as to  w h a t w i l l  occur in 
the fu tu re , the o lder men voted 
unan im ously to  w o rk  a fo u r  day 
week and keep the new men a t 
w o rk . T h is  was an a c t o f so lida r
i t y  w h ich  w i l l  be remembered 
fo r  years.

W ith  steel opera tions up to  94 
percen t o f capac ity , the SWOC 
has chosen an opportune tim e  to  
act on a na tiona l c o n tra c t w ith  
C rucib le  Steel, as an opening gun 
in  a d rive  fo r  b la n ke t o rgan iza
tion  o f b ig  and l i t t le  steel. As 
one ra n k  and f ile r  p u t it ,  “ W e 
a in ’t  depending on Santa Claus 
th is  w in te r.”

Speech o f  
Leon T ro ts k y

recorded on tw o  d iscs ; made 
fo r  the New Y o rk  meeting 
celebrating the tenth ann iver
sary o f the found ing  o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l in th is  
country.

Only 50 sets available
$6.00 each per set

Get Yours To-day !

$ tn d  check o r money order—  
not cash.

Pioneer Publishers
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

New  Y o rk , N . Y.

Comrade E d ito r :
The re tu rn  o f the A ppea l to  

once-weekly pub lica tion  can on ly  
s ig n ify  fo r  us an u n fo rtuna te  and 
inopportune re trea t. A t  th is  tim e, 
on the ve ry  eve o f a w o rld  w ar, 
i t  is abso lu te ly  im p e ra tive  th a t 
we reach an ever g re a te r num ber 
of w o rkers  w ith  o u r message and 
our progam . The Appeal, as the 
best bearer o f th a t message and 
program , should, nay m ust, re
ceive a w id e r and w id e r c irc u la 
tion  am ong the w o rk in g  classes. 
E ve ry  comrade w o rth  his sa lt 
w i l l  agree w ith  me on th is .

W h a t has caused th is  re tre a t?  
I  w ou ld  la y  the  blam e p r im a r ily  
upon the  branches and no t the  
N a tio n a l Office. L e t me c ite  the 
case o f Toledo (w ith  w h ich  I  am 
m ost fa m il ia r )  as an example. 
D u rin g  the tim e  I  have been in 
the branch (ap p ro x im a te ly  a 
year) we have m ost c e rta in ly  no t 
taken the paper in to  the w o rk 
ers' neighborhoods. I  can’ t  o ffe r 
any excuses; we ju s t fa ile d  to 
pe rfo rm  th is  fundam enta l task.

F o r a sho rt period d u rin g  the 
an ti-C o ugh lin  cam paign we sold 
the Appea l on the dow ntow n 
streets. A t  the exp ira tio n  o f the 
cam paign we relapsed back in to  
ou r old le tha rgy . W henever the 
Appeal b i ll began to  assume 
a la rm in g  p ropo rtions  we th re w  a 
p a r ty  o r social and m anaged to  
send in  a few  dollars. Then, w ith  
sighs o f re lie f a t the narrowness 
o f the escape, we w en t back in to  
ou r com fortab le  in e rtia . In  m ost 
respects we had a f irs t-ra te  
branch. W e conducted classes, 
discussion groups and the like , 
ou r attendance was regu la r, our 
m ora le good, and we had an ex
ce llen t p ro le ta ria n  com position. 
B u t ou r de fin ite  and m ost pa ra 
ly z in g  weakness was the in a b il
i t y  to  ac tiv ize  the  comrades in 
th is  one a ll- im p o rta n t respect: 
ta k in g  our paper in to  the  homes 
o f the  w o rke rs !

A b o u t three weeks ago, by d in t 
o f concerted e ffo rt and de te rm in 
ation, we succeeded in  b reak ing  
ou t o f the ru t. H ow  did  we do i t  ? 
I ’l l  te ll you. F ir s t  by estab lish ing 
de fin ite ly  who was and w ho was 
no t exem pted fro m  the job. Here
to fo re  everybody had cla im ed ex
em ption  bn one p re te x t o r an
other. C learly , a ll were rio t en
t i t le d  to  exem ption. A fte r the 
m embers who had le g it im a te  rea
sons fo r  exem ption were de te r
m ined we found th a t we had a 
few  who could go o u t and sell. 
The nex t step was a m o tion  th a t 
we m obilize on the fo llo w in g  Sun
day m orn ing  a t ten sharp. On the 
m o tion  lead ing branch comrades 
spoke o f the absolute necessity 
o f such action. M o tio n  passed 
unan im ously. N e x t Sunday a t ten  
sharp five  comrades showed up. 
They disposed o f the  papers on 
hand in  a  l i t t le  less th a n  tw e n ty  
m inu tes w ith  enough m oney co l
lected to m ore tha n  d e fra y  the 
cost o f the  papers. L a s t Sunday 
w e  had seven comrades on the  
job. N e x t Sunday we fee l con fi
dent th a t every ava ilab le  com 
rade w il l  be on hand.

The ice has been broken, d is 
tr ib u tio n  tu rn s  ou t to  be ve ry  
sim ple and doesn’t  take  over an 
hour o r so, and the comrades ac
tu a lly  get a k ic k  ou t o f i t !  W h ich  
a ll proves th a t the Appea l can be 
c ircu la ted.

I  w a n t to  urge every branch 
in  the  cou n try  th a t  has d iff ic u lty  
in so lv ing  th is  prob lem  to  t r y  
our tac tics . (1) E xem p t on ly 
those who have ve ry  va lid  ex
cuses; (2) le t  the  lead ing com
rades ( th is  is m ost im p o rta n t!) ,  
the  executive com m ittee , etc., set 
the pace and show by  exam ple 
w h a t can and m ust be done; (3) 
im press upon every m em ber the 
v ita l necessity o f c a rry in g  on 
th is  w o rk .

I  sta ted above, the p r im a ry  
reason fo r  ou r re tre a t lies in  the  
fa ilu re  o f the branches, by  and 
la rge, to  c a rry  on th e ir  share o f 
the w o rk . However, the N a tion a l 
Office is n o t e n tire ly  blameless. 
As the le tte r  fro m  com rade C ur
t is  testified , the A ppea l in  the 
n o t—to o -d is ta n t past has no t 
been ve ry  su itab le  fo r  popu lar 
consum ption. The headlines de
voted to  S hachtm an’s council- 
m anic cam paign etc., are g case 
in  po in t. The la s t several issues 
have been decidedly im proved, 
w h ich  shows th a t the s ta ff is fo l
lo w in g  o u r c r it ic is m s  and p ro fit 
in g  by them . I t ’s up  to us now. 
Comrades, i t  can be done, le t ’s 
do it.

D O Y L E  C L A R K
Toledo, Ohio

W O R K E R S  R E A D  A P P E A L  
— IF  T H E Y ’R E  R E A C H E D
E d ito r:

In  a recent issue o f the Appeal, 
C. C urtiss  discusses the problem  
o f Appeal sales. W h ile  his le tte r  
contains some concrete suggest
ions o f value, i t  appears to  me 
th a t m any o f the sta tem ents in  
the le tte r  are un just. I  do no t be
lieve i t  to  be true  as C urtiss  says 
th a t a w o rk e r w i l l  no t read ou r 
paper tw ice.

I  have covered some loca l 
trade un ion m eetings w ith  the  
Appea l cons is ten tly  fo r  the la s t 
three m onths se lling  fro m  15 to  
25 papers a t each m eeting  and 
repea ting  sales to  the "same w o rk 
ers week a f te r  week.

Perhaps i f  C u rtiss  w ou ld  check 
on the local s itu a tio n  w h ich  he 
discusses, he m ay find  th a t in 
su ffic ien t e ffo rt has been made to  
sell ou r paper to the same group 
o f w o rke rs  consis tently .

Capable and n a tio n a lly  know n 
leaders o f ou r p a r ty  o fte n  tra v e l 
hundreds o f m iles fo r  the oppor
tu n ity  o f speaking to no g re a te r 
num ber o f w o rke rs  than a capa
ble and devoted comrade can in 
te rv ie w  w h ile  se lling  the Appea l 
a t un ion m eetings. There is too 
m uch o f a tendency to  re legate 
the sale o f the Appea l to  ju s t 
anybody, instead o f seeing in  i t  
an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  capable com 
rades to  con tact w orkers. The 
problem  o f im p ro v in g  ou r paper 
is an im p o rta n t one b u t in  addi
tion , we m ust realize th a t  o u r pa
per, not any m ore than  any of 
our comrades, can succeed in  con
ta c tin g  w o rke rs  unless th e y  con
s is ten tly  go to  those w o rke rs  a t 
th e ir  places o f m ee ting  and do 
not expect the w o rke rs  to  come 
to  the p a r ty  office fo r  th e ir  pa
per.

I  take the lib e r ty  to  speak in  
th is  m anner because I  know  fro m  
personal experience th a t the So
c ia lis t Appea l is  today b e tte r re
ceived by w o rke rs  tha n  ou r press 
has been in any fo rm e r period. 
O akland, C a lif. E ls ie  M eyers

WORKERS’  FORUM
To the E d ito r :

The N o n -P a rtisan  Com m ittee 
fo r  the Defense o f F red  E. Beal 
takes th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to in fo rm  
his frien ds  and w e ll-w ishe rs  th a t 
e ffo rts  are being continued unre
m it t in g ly  fo r  his release w ith  
prospects th a t are d is tin c t ly  en
couraging.

Those who desire to  express 
th e ir  go od -w ill tow a rd  F red E. 
Beal and the s p ir it  o f the C h ris t
mas season by a  g i f t  o r a le tte r  
m ay send same to h im  a t the Cal
edonia P rison Farm s, H a lifa x , 
N o rth  Carolina . F red  likes  candy, 
cake, genuine Jew ish pum per
nicke l, books, magazines, a p a ir 
o f earphones fo r  a rad io , w in te r 
wear, etc.

The e ffo rts  exerted thus fa r  
and the w o rk  enta iled in  the fu 
tu re  necessitate an appeal fo r  
funds. W e can conceive o f no 
m ore w o rth w h ile  cause in  the in 
terests o f A m erican  labo r tow a rd  
w h ich  a C hris tm as c o n trib u tio n  
can be made tha n  to  the  Beal De
fense Fund. M a y  we urge read
ers to send th e ir  donations to  ou r 
office, Room 610, 19 W est 44th 
S treet, N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .

HU G O  P O LLO C K , Secy. 
N o n -P a rtisa n  C om m ittee  
F o r the  Defense o f F red  
E. Beal.

E d ito r :
I  never see any le tte rs  fro m  

S outhern w o rkers  in  the Forum , 
b u t I  know  you m ust have some 
readers in  the South because I  
have m e t some in  th is  tow n. I f  
you have them  here, you m ust 
have them  in  o th e r places in  the

South, because they do no t m ake 
places m uch tougher fo r  w o rkers  
and progressives than  C rum p's 
M em phis.

I  suppose people in  o th e r p a rts  
o f the cou n try  th in k  th a t w o rk 
ers here lik e  to  be slaves and do 
no t care to  bu ild  any unions, b u t 
th a t is no t so. We, no m ore than 
w o rke rs  in  the E as t and W est, 
w a n t to be slaves, b u t c ircu m 
stances over w h ich  we have no 
con tro l have made th is  a tougher 
spot to unionize tha n  the E as t 
and W est.

There are lo ts  o f people in  th is  
tow n t r y in g  to  organize progres
sive unions, b u t i t  isn ’t  easy to  
bu ild  he a lth y  unions in  a tow n, 
where y o u r leaders are e ith e r 
k illed , ja iled , o r bad ly beaten and 
chased o u t o f tow n, and m any o f 
the people who are fo r  them  (es
pec ia lly  the C IO ) have had ve ry  
l i t t le  o r no un ion experience and 
are a ll w a it in g  fo r  someone else 
to  te ll them  how  to do it.

Several l ik e ly  lo o k in g  move
m ents s ta rted  in  th is  tow n  re 
cen tly , b u t they  are a ll su ffe rin g  
fro m  New  D ea litis .

A s soon as enough people here 
discover th a t the N L R B  is no t a 
Board  whose sole purpose is to  
help the w o rke rs  organize, b u t is 
ju s t an organ created fo r  the p u r
pose o f p reven ting  s trikes , even 
th is  tow n can become a good un 
ion town.

L e t ’s hear fro m  a few  South
ern w o rke rs  occasionally.

Ju s t ca ll me M em phis
M em phis, Tenn.
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E th io p ia  1935, F in land  1939. W h a t is being 
done fo r  "b rave  l i t t le  F in lan d ,”  and w h a t was 
n o t done fo r  E th iop ia , is causing some b it te r  
re flections am ong Negroes. P. L . P ra tt is , P it ts 
b u rg  C ourie r co lum nist, expresses a w idespread 
sen tim en t in  the issue o f December 16th.

“ E ng land is reported sending a irp lanes and 
o th e r equipm ent to  F in land . D id  she send 
any to  E th io p ia ?  . . . The U n ited  States is 
eager to  p lay  a hand. R eca ll ou r ambassador 
fro m  Russia, our in d ig n a n t leadership de
mands. A l l  r ig h t. Recall the  ambassador. 
L e t us do a n y th in g  we can to  show our d is
approva l o f Russia. B u t w h a t d id  we do 
about the  E th iop ians?  D id anybody demand 
th a t we reca ll our ambassador to  I ta ly ?  D id  
anybody become concerned enough to  urge 
th a t we t r y  to  help E th io p ia ?  Indeed n o t!”  
T h is  is his conclusion. And he began:

“ However hopeful d a rk  people m ay t r y  to 
be, th in g s  are happening every day to  show 
us ju s t how hopeless is our cause and p lig h t. 
Nobody cares a g re a t deal abou t us. T h a t 
doesn’t  mean ju s t In the  U n ite d  S ta tes nor 
does i t  mean d a rk  people in  the U n ited  
S tates alone. I t  means th a t in  the  en tire  
w o rld  in  w h ich  we live  the  fo lk  w ith  da rk  
sk in  aren ’ t  considered. M aybe th is  obvious, 
b u t som etim es th in g s  happen th a t m ake you 
fee l i t  a ll the  m ore keenly. I f  you are lo ok in g  
ou t over the  w o rld , incidents, tra g ic  in c i
dents, occur w h ich  ge t you down.”

No Time For Tears !
M r. P ra ttis 's  tears do no t deserve even the 

loan o f a d ir ty  handkerch ie f. Negroes have shed 
m any tears in  the past, w ith  good cause, bu t 
i f  in  1939 the y  are go ing to shed new tears 
whenever they have new p ro o f o f the  treachery  
o f w h a t M r. P ra tt is  ca lls “ E ng land ”  and “ the 
U n ited  States,”  then they had b e tte r a ll t re k  
to  the Grand Canyon and s it  in  a row  on both 
sides. There they can appo in t P ra tt is  tea r- 
m aste r and c ry  to  th e ir  hea rts ’ con ten t w ith o u t 
the  r is k  o f causing floods.

W h a t in fin ite  s tu p id ity  is th is ! W ho expects 
E ng land  to  be fr ie n d ly  to  an A fr ic a n  sta te?  
E ng land  is the g rea test oppressor o f Negroes 
th a t  h is to ry  has know n. Today E ng land is chief 
ja ile r  over s ix ty  m illio n  b lacks in  A fr ic a . O f the 
tw e n ty  b illio n  B r it is h  do lla rs invested overseas, 
five  b illio n  are invested in  A fr ic a . T h a t is the 
o n ly  in te res t E ng land  has in  A fr ic a .

Come nearer home. L e t P ra tt is  d ry  his tea r- 
f ille d  eyes and look about him . Doesn’t  he read 
his own a rtic le , his ow n paper? Has he read 
the  h is to ry  o f the N egro people in  Am eica? 
P resum ably, before he s ta rted  to  c ry  so m uch 
he used to. D id  Abe L inco ln  love Negroes o r 
ha te  slave owners? P ra tt is  knows. A nd  y e t he 
comes weeping and w a ilin g  because the U n ited  
S tates governm ent d idn ’t  help E th io p ia  and now 
helps “ poor l i t t l le  F in lan d .”

Aesop Knew the Answer
L e t M r. P ra tt is  buy a copy o f Aesop’s fables. 

There are m any copies fo r  ch ildren, w ith  la rge 
p r in t, w h ich  he w il l  be able to  read despite his 
present in f irm ity .  On page 1 he w i l l  decipher 
the  fo llo w in g  fab le : “ Once upon a tim e  there 
were lo ts  o f lam bs and a few  tige rs . E ve ry  day 
each t ig e r  w ou ld  eat a lam b, and sometimes the 
t ig e rs  w ou ld  f ig h t w ith  each o th e r as to  who 
should have a fa t, ju ic y  lam b. One day one o f 
the  tige rs  ate a l i t t le  b lack lam b. W hereupon an
o th e r l i t t le  b lack lam b (h is name was P ra tt is )  
ca lled a ll the o th e r b lack lam bs toge the r and, 
his eyes s tream ing  w ith  tears, said, ’Is n 't  i t  a 
shame? Those tige rs  over there  allow ed th is  bad 
t ig e r  to  eat up th is  poor b lack lam b. I t  is  because 
toe is black. Boo-hoo.’ ”

Eng land and France, by  w h ich  we mean B r i t 
ish  im p e ria lism  and F ranch  im peria lism , stood by 
and watched I ta lia n  im p e ria lism  rape E th iop ia . 
W h y?  S im p ly  because i t  is the na tu re  o f im p e r i
a lism  to  gorge its  appetites on a ll colon ia l coun
tries. W h a t they were q u a rre lin g  about was no t 
w hethe r the l i t t le  b lack lam b should be eaten, 
b u t who should ge t the choice parts.

In  1936 a g re a t revo lu tion  o f the w o rke rs  and 
peasants b u rs t in  Spain. G erm any and I ta ly  
pounced on Spain, to  help F ranco and gain con
cessions fo r  themselves. A nd w h a t d id  the o the r 
im p e ria lis t tige rs  do? C ham berla in, the B r it is h  
T ory , declared fo r  non-in te rven tion . So did B lum , 
the French labo r leader. Roosevelt, the New  Deal
er, clapped an em bargo on arm s to Spain. S ta lin , 
the bu reaucra t and m urde re r o f Bolshevism  and 
Bolsheviks, sold some arm s to  Spain— b u t on the 
cond ition  th a t the w o rke rs  and peasants w ou ld  
n o t abolish land lords and cap ita lis ts . You have 
o n ly  to look  a t a m ap to  see how dangerous i t  
was fo r  B r it is h  and F rench  im p e ria lism  to  have 
G erm an and Ita lia n  im peria lism  dom inant in 
Spain. B u t the “ dem ocra tic ”  im p e ria lis ts  were 
prepared to a llow  even th a t, ra th e r tha n  give 
arm s to the w o rkers  and peasants, who m ig h t 
conquer F ranco and tra n s fo rm  “ dem ocra tic”  
Spain in to  soc ia lis t Spain.

Not a Color Question
Then B r ita in  and F rance sold ou t Czechoslo

vak ia . Suppose someone had said, " I t  is  because 
the Czechs are w h ite .”  W ou ldn ’t  P ra tt is  have 
laughed a t h im  as an id io t?

B u t by th is  tim e  G erm any was becom ing too 
strong . So th a t  these tige rs , who d idn ’ t  l i f t  a 
f in g e r fo r  “ Poor l i t t le  E th io p ia ,”  o r  “ Poor l i t t le  
S pa in ," o r  “ Poor l i t t le  Czechoslovakia,”  are now 
weeping a lm ost as m uch as P ra tt is  over “ Poor 
l i t t le  F in lan d .”  B ack o f th is  there  is ano the r m ore 
fundam enta l cause. A l l  im p e ria lis ts  (H it le r  in 
cluded) hate S ta lin . So when the y  ye ll “ Poor l i t 
t le  F in lan d ,”  w h a t the y  mean is "D ow n  w ith  
Russia.”  B u t one w ay o r the other, i t  is  a ll a 
m a tte r  o f im p e ria lis t power.

A nd  any Negro w ho seeks to  defend F in land  
aga inst Russia, a long w ith  Roosevelt, Hoover, 
M usso lin i, and the rest, is m a k in g  H im self the 
ig n o ra n t too l o f im peria lism . T h a t is the tru th . 
A n d  a ll the tears o f M r. P ra tt is  w i l l  n o t wash 
ou t a w ord  o f it .  The m om ent you begin to  look 
a t w o rld  p o litic s  fro m  the po in t o f v iew  o f b lack 
aga inst w h ite , you end up e ith e r in  the im p e ria l
is t  cam p o f lo o t and s la ug h te r o r the P ra tt is  
cam p o f tears and despair.

There is a th ird  camp. T u rn  y o u r back on im 
p e r ia lis t po litics . F o llo w  the road to  the  soc ia lis t 
revo lu tion . A  long  road? A  hard  road? Yes. B u t 
is  the re  any o ther road? The w o rke rs  and peas
ants in  Czechoslovakia, In  Spain, in  E th iop ia , 
looked fo r  he lp  to  the  Im peria lis ts . A n d  where 
are the y  today?

Indian Left Wing 
Flays Ghandi

Stalinist Hold 
Slipping in CIO

B y  S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y  |
The s tru g g le  o f In d ia ’s 375,-j 

000,000 people fo r  th e ir  freedom 
from  B r it is h  ty ra n n y  is centered 
today in the s tru g g le  between the! 
contend ing w ings o f the Ind ian  
N a tio n a lis t Congress.

The conservative r ig h t  w in g , , 
headed by M ah a tm a  Gandhi, in-1 
dulged in  much rad ica l ta lk  and 
th rea ts  fo r  a w h ile , b u t has again 
staged a treacherous re tre a t and 
is do ing its  u tm os t to prevent 
any action. U t il iz in g  the false 
grounds th a t the cou n try  is not 
prepared fo r  a cam paign o f c iv il 
disobedience, Gandhi is pushing 
fo r fu r th e r  nego tia tion  w ith  the 
B r it is h  au thorities .

Subhas Chandra Bose, fo rm er 
president o f the Congress, 
spokesman fo r  the le ft-w in g  N a 
tiona lis ts , has la te ly  issued a 
sta tem ent b las tin g  G andhi and 
his supporters fro m  stem  to 
stern. I t  is one o f the b itte re s t 
denuncia tions o f the Gandhi lead
ersh ip ever to  be made. In  his 
s ta tem ent Bose accused Gandhi 
o f sabotag ing the desire o f the 
Ind ian  people to s trugg le  and o f 
d iss ipa ting  the revo lu tiona ry  en
ergies o f the masses.

O f s t i l l  g re a te r s ignificance 
was Bose’s s ta tem ent th a t the 
Congress le f t  w in g  w ould no t go 
along w ith  the G handhists unless 
they im m ed ia te ly  adopted a p ro 
g ram  fo r  action. Bose sta ted th a t 
the le f t  w in g  w ou ld  go fo rw a rd  
on its  own, regardless o f G andh i’s 
a ttem pted  sabotage. He likew ise 
accused G andhi— and c o rre c tly  so

o f m ore v io le n tly  opposing the 
Congress rad ica ls  than  the B r i t 
ish im peria lis ts .

No S upport To B r ita in !
The Congress S oc ia lis t P a rty , 

In d ia ’s leading rad ica l p a rty , in  a 
s ta tem ent c r it ic iz in g  the Gandhi 
leadership fo r  a tte m p tin g  to  bar-, 
ga in w ith  the B r it is h  on the issue 
o f the w ar, has declared: "W e 1 
cannot conceive o f any gesture ' 
o r concession on th e  p a r t  o f the  
B r it is h  G overnm ent th a t could 
possib ly ju s t i fy  the Congress in  j 
suppo rting  the  im p e ria lis t w a r.”

T h is  v iew po in t genu ine ly rep
resents the sentim ents o f a ll In 
dian rad ica l w orkers. No support 
to the B r it is h  under any c ircu m 
stances!

M eanw hile, the s trugg le  o f the 
masses continues. In  the c ity  o f 
Jubbulpore, 100 natives were 
k ille d  and wounded by B r it is h  po
lice—who were exerc is ing  th e ir  
dem ocra tic r ig h t  to  m urde r un
arm ed people— when the y  held a 
dem onstra tion  p ro te s ting  against 
ris in g  food prices produced by 
the dra inage o f In d ia ’s food sup
plies fo r  B r it is h  w a r needs. P ra v - 
da, pub lica tion  o f the Soviet Rus
sian governm ent, reports  “ mass 
a rre s ts " o f Congress rad ica ls  are 
now go ing on.

F igures released by the B r it is h  
au th o ritie s  dea ling  w ith  s tr ikes  
fo r  the f irs t  s ix  m onths o f th is  
year reveal the g ro w in g  a c t iv i
ties o f Ind ia 's  w o rk in g  class. 
There were 109 s trikes , in vo lv in g
100.000 w orkers . A  to ta l o f
1.580.000 w o rk in g  days were 
spent in  these s trikes. T e x tile  and 
ju te  w o rkers  accounted fo r  40% 
o f the s tr ikes  and 62% o f the 
w o rke rs  involved. The figu res fo r  
the la s t s ix  m onths o f 1939 w ill 
run  fa r  higher.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
A  th ird  b low  fo r  the S ta lin 

ists was the defection o f the top 
leaders o f the C om m unist P a r ty  
fra c tio n  o f Local 22 o f the In te r 
na tiona l Ladies G arm ent W o rk 
ers U n ion in  New  Y ork . Expelled 
fro m  the C om m unist P a r ty  w ere: 
Ben G erjoy, Sol L ip n ia k , H ym an 
Grossman, M eyer K ra v e tz — all 
business agents; M o rr is  Rosen
berg. executive board m em ber 
and Abe F e ll and Is idore  Gross- 
ad justors.

The o ffic ia l C. P. s ta tem en t on 
the expulsion accuses the ex
pelled o f “ w a ve rin g  in  the face 
o f the w a r danger.”  The s ta te 
m ent o f the expelled counters 
w ith  an accusation th a t the S ta
lin is ts  demanded the y  p u t th e ir  
p a r ty  in te res ts  over the in te rests 
of the union. N e ith e r s ta tem ent 
te lls  the s to ry .

E nd o f the “ U n ited  F ro n t”
The s ta tem ent o f the expelled 

says no th ing  tb o u t the S ta lin - 
H i t lc r  pact, no r about S ta lin ’s 
invasion o f F in land, no r about 
th e ir  stand on the p ro -a lly  reso
lu tio n  o f the  A m erican  Labo r 
P a rty . B u t th e ir  opposition to  the 
S ta lin is ts  is a d ire c t resu lt o f 
these events. U p  u n t il the  S ta lin - 
H it le r  pac t and the new tu rn  o f 
the C om m unist p a r ty  the expelled 
business agents, fo llo w in g  the 
S ta lin is t line, were in  a un ited  
f ro n t  a d m in is tra tio n  w ith  the 
Lovestoneite m anager o f the lo 
cal, Charles S. Z im m erm an. They 
were p repa ring  a un ited  fro n t 
slate again w ith  Z im m erm an p r i
o r to  the S ta lin -H itle r  pact. U n 
der the  conditions of the “ new

line ”  they  were in s tru c te d  to 
break w ith  Z im m erm an and go 
in to  opposition. They balked. 
Hence the expulsion.

Z im m erm an says in  a s ta te 
m ent th a t the “ new line ”  o f the 
S ta lin is ts  " is  m ost in ju r io u s ."  
True. B u t was the old line, the 
ro tte n  popu la r f ro n t  th a t made 
the unions an a d ju n c t o f the  W a r 
Deal Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  
any less in ju r io u s ?  O r is the 
m ere fa c t o f u n ity  w ith  the Z im 
m erm an a d m in is tra tio n  su ffic ien t 
to  "m ake them  (the  business 
agents) m ore welcome to  the 
dressm akers”  ?

W h ich  W ay N ow ?
B y b reak ing  w ith  the S ta lin 

ists, the business agents took a 
step in  the r ig h t  d irec tion . B u t 
th a t was an easy step a t a tim e  
when S ta lin ism  is as popu la r as 
a c ra te fu l o f skunks. The question 
is : where do the y  stand today? 
O bviously, th e ir  denia l o f the  in 
fam ous S ta lin is t charge is true . 
The C. P. charged they  had "de
serted to  the cam p o f the Love- 
stoneites, T ro tsky ites , and Social 
Dem ocrats, the  p ro -w ar, Red
b a itin g  stooges o f the bosses and 
the D ies C om m ittee aga ins t the 
best in te rests  o f the w o rk in g  
class.”  O n ly an E g y p tia n  con to r
t io n is t could possib ly ge t in to  a ll 
those camps a t the same tim e—  
and even he w ould have his d if 
ficu lties.

H a v ing  denounced the S ta lin 
ists, the expelled business agents 
owe the  class conscious w o rkers  
an answer on th e ir  position  to 
w ards the social p a trio ts  o f the 
I. L. G. W . a d m in is tra tion . H a v e

Prosperity Is 
Here! Don't You 
Know I t  Yet?

P ro sp e rity  came back to 
th is  c o u n try  la s t m onth.

In d u s tr ia l p roduction  in  N o 
vem ber broke a ll records, 
soaring  to 125 in  te rm s o f the 
Federal Reserve B oard ’s o ffi
c ia l index. In  the boom year o f 
1929 the index was 119.

B U T  la bo r - sav ing m ach in
ery, o the r technolog ica l ad
vances and, la s t b u t no t least, 
new m ethods o f speed - up 
w h ich  squeeze the m ost ou t of 
a w o rk ing m an  in  the shortest 
possible tim e, m ake i t  possible 
fo r  the bosses to  produce more 
today than in  1929 w ith  few er 
and few er w orkers. In  addi
tion, the sons and daughters 
o f the w o rk ing m en  in s is t on 
be ing born and g ro w in g  up.

So, the new peak o f produc
tion  means—

A t  least ten m illio n  ea ting  
th e ir  hearts  ou t fo r  non-ex is t
ent' jobs —

Less re lie f than ever since 
1 9 3 2 -

H unger and o u tr ig h t  s ta rv a 
tio n  in  every p a r t o f the coun
try .

B u t w h a t arc you k ic k in g  
about? P rosp e rity  is here— 
fo r  the bosses.

you broken w ith  the S ta lin is t 
w a r camp to jo in  the cam p o f the 
A llie s  and Roosevelt? O r have 
you jo ined the T h ird  Camp of 
s trugg le  aga inst im p e ria lis t w a r ?

The progressive w o rke rs  w i l l  
judge a ll those who break fro m  
S ta lin ism  by th e ir  answer to 
these questions.

(Concluded fro m  la s t week)
W e have seen th a t the im m e

dia te  cause o f the m u tin ie s  w h ich  
para lyzed the F rench  A rm y  in  
the sp rin g  o f 1917 was the disas
trous fa ilu re  o f the N ive lle  o ffen
sive. To ga in  a fe w  m iles in  
Champagne, 100,000 F rench sol
d iers died and 150,000 were 
wounded. A s W o rld  .W ar s tan 
dards went, th is  was “ n o t so 
bad” . B u t General N ive lle  had 
raised h igh  hopes in  the a rm y  
w ith  h is prom ises o f a complete 
b re ak-th ro ugh  and the end o f the 
w ar. T h is  tim e  the incompetence 
o f the General S ta ff was m ore 
g la r in g ly  revealed tha n  usual.

The a rm y  was th o ro u g h ly  fed 
up w ith  the s la ug h te r by  1917, 
u t te r ly  w ar-w ea ry . T ru c k  d rive rs  
on the V erdun road had a hard 
tim e  keeping fro m  run n ing  over 
In fan trym e n , w ho w ould t r y  to 
get in  th e ir  w ay. "W o n ’t  you ju s t 
break a leg fo r  me, old chap?” 
they w ou ld  plead. T roop tra in s  
began a r r iv in g  a t the f ro n t  w ith  
“ V IV E  L A  P A IX ! ”  and “ TO T H E  
S LA U G H T E R -H O U S E !" chalked 
on th e ir  sides. Corday, in  P a ris  
Front., te lls  abou t a com pany o f 
young re c ru its  m arch ing  th rou gh  
a F rench v illag e  “ baa-ing lik e  
sheep” . Astonished, the v illag e rs  
asked w h y  the strange noises. 
"W h a t do you expec t? " was the 
answer. "A re n ’ t  they ta k in g  us 
to  the k il l in g  pens?"

M ora le  had been go ing down in  
the a rm y  since 1914. T h a t year 
there were 509 desertions; in  
1917 there were 21,174 o ffic ia lly  
recorded. On F e b ru a ry  28, a 
m on th  and a h a lf before the o f
fensive began, General N ive lle  
w ro te  th a t more ille g a l tra c ts  
had been seized am ong the troops 
in the fifte en  days ju s t past than 
in the la s t three m onths o f 1916. 
" I  feel th a t severe measures m ust 
be taken  to  p reven t pac ifis t a g i
ta tio n  fro m  seriously unde rm in 
in g  the m ora le o f the troops.”

The W a r M in is try  took "severe 
measures” . Leaves were cancelled

- i t  was on th e ir  leaves th a t the 
troops became "in fec ted ”  w ith  
pac ifis t and revo lu tiona ry  ideas. 
M a il fro m  home was held up. B u t 
these measures made the s itu a 
tion  worse. One o f the reasons 
the troops f in a lly  m u tin ie d  was 
s im p ly  in  o rder to  get back home 
again and see th e ir  fam ilies . F o r 
years now le tte rs  fro m  home had 
to ld  o f increasing m ise ry  and p r i
va tion . G overnm enta l allowances 
to so ld iers ’ fam ilies  were n ig 
ga rd ly , as was the sold iers’ pay. 
The m u tin ie s  were “ s tr ik e s ”  
aga inst no t on ly  useless s laugh te r 
bu t also aga inst subhum an liv in g  
standards forced on the masses 
by the w a rtim e  governm ent. C u t
t in g  o ff leaves thus m ere ly  ag
g rava ted  the un res t in  the a rm y.

R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N  
IN S P IR E S  M U T IN IE S

A n o th e r serious m isca lcu la tion  
by the au th o ritie s  was in  respect 
to the  F e b ru a ry  revo lu tion  in  
Russia. W hen the Czar was over
th ro w n  and a respectable bour
geois dem ocra tic  governm ent set 
up, the A llie d  propagand ists  jo y 
fu l ly  ha iled the event. Czarism  
had a lw ays embarassed them , 
and now th e y  could welcome “ the 
new Russian dem ocracy”  in to  the 
id ea lis tic  f ra te rn ity  m a k in g  w a r 
aga ins t “ K a ise rism ” . The a u th o r
ities, the re fore , no t o n ly  allowed

2 . " . . . A t Least I  K no w  W hy I  A m  D y in g !”

MU T IN Y !
The 1917 Mutinies in  the French A rm y

 by "Spartacus"  

b u t encouraged the spreading of 
the news o f the Russian revo lu 
t io n  in  the trenches. I t  was a 
g re a t m istake . The po ilus  cu t 
th rou gh  a ll the id ea lis tic  bunk to  
the rea l he a rt o f the m a tte r: one 
o f the w a rr in g  governm ents had 
been ove rth row n, a  loophole fo r  
peace had been opened.

T ro ts k y  w r ite s  o f a Russian 
sold ier who, when he heard the 
Czar had abdicated, began to
pack up to  go home. Questioned 
by his officer, h e . rep lied : “ The 
Czar sent me to  w ar, and w h a t 
is the use o f freedom  i f  I  s t i l l  
have to ro t in  the trenches?”  
N e ithe r M iliu k o v  no r Clemenceau 
(nor, doubtless, the officer) un
derstood the so ld ie r’s logic. The 
poilus, cooped up in  th e ir  f i l th y  
trenches, bad ly  fed, sh ive ring  in  
the crue llest w in te r  o f the w a r—  
they understood ju s t w h a t th e ir  
Russian b ro th e r meant.

The m utin ies  took place 
aga inst a background o f unrest 
and s tr ike s  on the home fro n t. 
A ll th rou gh  the f ir s t  h a lf o f 1917 
the a g ita tio n  fo r  sending F rench 
delegates to  the S oc ia lis t peace 
conference a t S tockholm  w en t on. 
Corday records in  his jo u rn a l: 
’ ’Lunch  w ith  Jean Longuet, So
c ia lis t. . . .  He showed me le tte rs  
he has received: 'Go to  S tock
holm . . . I f  you succeed, you r 
name w ill be im m o rta l, ’ ran  one. 
A no the r: ‘They w i l l  se ttle  you as 
they settled Jaurès. . .”  The en
couragem ent came fro m  soldiers 
at. the fro n t. The th rea ts  come 
fro m  c iv ilia n s .”

The governm ent f in a lly  decided 
aga inst a llow in g  a F rench dele
ga tion  to  go to S tockholm . In  his 
mem oirs, Poincare te lls  w h y : “ I  
asked General P e ta in : ‘I f  there 
is an in te rn a tio n a l S oc ia lis t Con
gress in  S tockholm , and i f  the 
F rench m eet w ith  the  Germans 
there to  discuss peace term s, 
would you be able to  hold you r 
a rm y  in  hand? Could you p reva il 
upon i t  to  continue f ig h t in g ? ’ Pe
ta in  answered ve ry  b lu n tly , ‘N o’. 
T h is  m onosyllab le, u tte re d  in  a 
s trong  voice, produced a  p ro 
found im pression on the members 
o f the com m ittee .”

T h a t sp ring  there  was also, fo r  
the f ir s t  tim e  since the w a r, a 
g re a t M ay  D ay dem onstra tion  In 
Paris. A  “ Com m ittee fo r  the re 
newal o f in te rn a tio n a l re la tio ns" 
held a mass m eeting attended by 
ten thousand people. A  wave of 
s tr ike s  ro lled over P aris . Corday 
w rite s :

“ M ay 26: The s trikes. . . . 
G rea t exc item ent a t the Labor 
Bureau. Endless processions o f 
la ugh ing  women. . . .  A  crowd 
o f s tr ik e rs  compelled the cafes 
and res tau ran ts  in  the Place de 
la  Republique to  shut. I t  was 
a s w if t  move. The crowd shout

ed: 'O ff w ith  the ap rons!’ In  a

trice , no t a s ingle custom er 
Weis le f t  on the terrace. A  dep
u ta tio n  w ent in. The s ta ff a t 
once w ent on s tr ike . The news 
was announced by  a  s tr ik e  
leader s tand ing  on a table. He 
was cheered. The shu tte rs  were 
ro lled  down w ith  a loud noise. 
The whole opera tion  took o n ly  
five  m inutes fo r  each cafe.

“ M eanw hile  the wom en s t r ik 
ers lo lled  on the deserted te r

races w ith  an a ttitu d e  o f 
la ug h in g  independence. I t  made 
one th in k  o f the . F rench Revo
lu tio n , w ith  the populace over
run n ing  the roya l palaces. . . . 
The newspapers are unanim ous 
in  th e ir  c la im  th a t we m ust 
suspect fo re ign  influence in  the 
s trikes . They a ll demand a f irm  
a tt itu d e .”

I t  was the fa ilu re  o f the  m u ti
neers to estab lish con tac t w ith  
the w o rkers  and revo lu tionaries 
behind the lines th a t  made the 
m utin ies  m ere ly  an episodic re
v o lt and no t the prelude to a po
li t ic a l revo lu tion . D u rin g  the pe
riod o f the m utin ies, every r a i l
road s ta tio n  and road lead ing o u t 
o f P aris  was closely guarded, and 
no less than 1280 c iv ilia n s  were 
arrested a t P aris  s ta tions as 
“ suspects” and “ a g ita to rs ” . News 
o f the m utin ies, likew ise, was 
kep t o u t o f the P aris  press u n t il 
they had been go tten  under con
tro l.

CO NCESSIO NS— A N D  
S E V E R E  R E PR ESSIO N S

General Petain, who replaced 
N ive lle  as com ander-in-chie f, 
g ran ted  m any o f the im m edia te 
demands: m ore leaves, b e tte r 
ra tions, m ore pay fo r  the sol
diers' fam ilies  a t home. He made 
a personal to u r o f the en tire  
fro n t, assuring  the troops th a t no 
more offensives w ou ld  be re q u ir
ed — fo r  the present, a t least. 
These concessions he combined 
w ith  some severe repressions, “ to 
m ake an exam ple” . He demanded 
and g o t fro m  President Poincare 
a special o rder a llow in g  the a r
m y courts  m a rt ia l to  condemn 
and execute men w ith o u t g ra n t- 
in g  an appeal to  the c iv il au tho r
ities.

The o ffic ia l num ber o f execu
tions was sm all, on ly  tw e n ty - 
three. B u t there is reason to  be
lieve P eta in  found o th e r and even 
more te rr ib le  means. W in tr in g -  
ham  te lls  th is  s to ry , taken  fro m  
Barbusse, who ins is ts  i t  is one o f 
m any such instances:

“ Several ba tta lions  had m u
tin ied , near Soissons, had taken  
and then had been surrounded 
and disarm ed. T w o hundred 
and f i f t y  were chosen a t ra n 
dom, taken  in  tru c k s  round and 
round about u n t il the y  d id  no t 
know  where the y  were, and 
then m arched under escort to  a 
qu ie t p a r t o f the  fro n t. They 
were to ld  to  w a it  a t  a po in t

beyond the fr.on t-line  trenches 
— they did  n o t know  th a t they 
were in  no m an’s land. The es
c o rt was w ith d ra w n , and the 
F rench  a r t i l le ry  began to  ham 
m er to  pu lp  in to  the  ea rth  
these tw o  hundred and f i f t y  
men. Steel and h igh  explosive 
and the h a ilin g  shrapnel came 
firs t,  G erm an m achine guns 
woke as th e ir  sentries reported 
a rsiid, then F rench  machine 
guns, rifles, even bayonets 
fin ished the tragedy. . .”

LA B O R  U N IO N S  S A V E D  
L IV E S  O F  M U T IN E E R S

The g re a t pressure w h ich  the 
w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tions were able 
to exe rt on the ra re  occasions 
when they established con tact 
w ith  the troops, is d ra m a tic a lly  
shown in  the case o f tw o  non
commissioned officers who were 
condemned to  death.

" I  had to  reprieve these men, 
expla ined Pau l Painleve, W ar 
M in is te r, “ because th e ir  execu
t io n  w ou ld  have provoked a gen
era l s tr ik e  in  the g re a t c ity  of 
S a in t-É tienne  aga inst w h ich  the 
G overnm ent w'ould have been de 
fenseless fo r  lack  o f police. One 
o f the condemned is a m em ber o f 
the Teachers F edera tion  o f the

L o ire  and the o th e r is one o f the 
m ost im p o rta n t m em bers o f the
Bourse
E tienne .’

de T ra v a il o f S a ln t-

The m utin ies had one im p o rt
a n t resu lt: i t  weis over a yea r be
fo re  the F rench h igh  com m and 
dared to  send its  troops in to  an
o th e r m a jo r offensive. The m u ti
neers fa iled  to  m ake e ith e r peace 
o r a revo lu tion , bu t the up ris in g  
is an in s p ir in g  episode in  the  long 
h is to ry  o f mass rebellion. A nd  the 
hundreds o f thousands o f po ilus 
who faced c o u rt m a rt ia l and ex
ecution to  m ake th e ir  p ro tes t 
known, could say, w ith  the anon
ym ous m u tinee r who to ld  his 
comrades: “ I f  the y  shoot me, a t 
least I  sha ll know  w h y  I  am  dy
in g .”

NOTICE TO ALL 
APPEAL READERS

S ubscrip tion  ra tes to  the  So
c ia lis t Appea l are now u n ifo rm  
fo r  the  en tire  coun try .

The ra tes are $1.00 fo r  6 
m onths; $2.00 fo r  1 year.

T h is  includes the  B ro n x  and 
M an ha ttan  counties o f New 
Y o rk  C ity  where the ra te  was 
fo rm e rly  h igher.

XMAS EVE PARTY
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I n  This Com er
•  by MAX SHACHTMAN •

The D ip lo m a tic  

D ouble-C ross

A lth o u g h  the second W o rld  W a r has been on 
fo r  m ore than  th ree  m onths, i t  w ou ld  be a m is
take  to  suppose th a t the present d iv is io n  o f the 
tw o  camps and th e ir  supporte rs is so fixed th a t 
the line  w i l l  no t be crossed in e ith e r d ire c tio n  
fo r  the d u ra tio n  o f the fig h tin g . Q u ite  the  con
tra ry . One o f the reasons w h y  large-sca le hos
t i l i t ie s  have been so slow  in  developing between 
the tw o  camps is th a t  each o f them  is ra th e r 
re lu c ta n t to  engage the o th e r decis ive ly  before 
hav ing  exhausted a ll poss ib ilities  o f fu r th e r  a lig n 
m en t and rea lignm ent. B o th  sides are m a k in g  
desperate a ttem p ts  to  cajo le o r coerce in to  a l
liance those countries w h ich  have no t y e t de
f in ite ly  com m itted  th e ir  sym path ies and those 
w h ich  have com m itted  them  bu t n o t ve ry  f irm ly .

M ore p la in ly , a t no tim e  in  m odem  h is to ry  
has the d i r ty  d ip lo m a tic  game o f d u p lic ity , o f 
double and tr ip le  cross, been played so fe ve rish ly  
as today. A t  no tim e  has t ru s t  o f the peoples 
been so c y n ic a lly  abused, th e ir  ideals and as
p ira tio n s  so cun n ing ly  subverted, th e ir  lives so 
cold-bloodedly used as pawns, as a t the present.

Take the single case o f S ta lin ’s invasion o f 
F in land.

The I ta lia n  fascists, fo r  example, w orked up 
a ve rita b le  passion over the w ar, organized sem i
o ffic ia l p ro -F in n ish  dem onstra tions, and even 
sent o r prom ised to  send a few  a irp lanes to  the 
F inns. W hy?  Because o f th e ir  devotion to  the 
sacred cause o f na tion a l independence and the 
sovereign in te g r i ty  o f sm all na tions? The sad 
ghosts o f E th io p ia  and A lb a n ia  would laugh  
o u t o f co u rt anyone s tup id  o r cyn ica l enough 
to ascribe such lo f ty  m otives to  M usso lin i.

Despite  his uneasy a lliance w ith  H itle r ,  M us
so lin i knows th a t the Nazis and, fo r  th a t  m a tte r, 
S ta lin , have a ye llow  eye on the D anub ian and 
B a lkan  countries. H is  “ gesture”  to  F in lan d  is 
M usso lin i’s w ay  o f te ll in g  M oscow and B e rlin : 
"Keep yo u r d i r ty  p ig ’s snout ou t o f m y  cab
bage pa tch ”  (as S ta lin  w ou ld  say). “ O r else, 
please see to  i t  th a t  I  ge t ano the r patch, else 
I  m ay y ie ld  to  the a rden t advance o f m y  A ng lo - 
F rench s u ito r.”  A t  the  same tim e, he is saying 
qu ite  u n sub tly  to  countries lik e  R um ania, Y ugo
slavia, Greece and T u rk e y : “ Resist the  Germ ans; 
res is t the Russians; you w il l  find  in  me a rea l 
a l ly  and p ro tec to r. The help I  m ere ly  prom ise 
to  F in lan d  w i l l  be ve ry  sub s tan tia l in  y o u r case.’’

M uch the same p ra c tica l ob jective  is pursued 
by E ng land and France. To be sure, one o f the 
a im s— by no means w ith o u t im portance—  o f the 
dem ocra tic  demagogues is to  e xp lo it S ta lin 's  
c r im in a l Invasion fo r  the purpose o f d isc red iting  
the name o f com m unism  in  the eyes o f the  m as
ses, who are r ig h t ly  ou traged by the la te s t abom
in a tio n  o f the K re m lin  gangsters. The dema
gogues o f course know  th a t S ta lin  and his acts 
have as l i t t le  in  com m on w ith  com m unism , w ith  
re v o lu tio n a ry  M arx ism , as H it le r  has w ith  so
c ia lism , b u t th is  does n o t p reven t them  fro m  
m a k in g  the  m ost ou t o f the  s itu a tio n  fo r  th e ir  
own rea c tio n a ry  ends.

W h ile  E ng land  and F rance  are ju s t  as l i t t le  
concerned w ith  the r ig h t  o f se lf-d e te rm ina tio n  
as I ta ly  (see Ind ia , Indo-C hina, e tc .!), the y  are 
in te rested in  b la ckm a ilin g  o r b la c k ja c k in g  the 
H it le r -S ta lin  a lliance in to  tw o  pa rts . F o r a series 
o f reasons th a t need n o t be dw elled upon here, 
they did n o t succeed in  g e ttin g  H it le r  to  p lay  
the ro le o f “ super-W range l” , o f spearhead o f the 
im p e ria lis t in te rve n tio n  in to  the Soviet U n ion—  
a t least no t a t th is  stage. I f  the y  could iso la te  
H it le r  and m ake h im  th e ir  too l w ith o u t the ex
pense and r is k  o f a w o rld  w a r, so m uch the 
bette r. Hence the a lte rna te  w oo ing  and th re a t
en ing o f H i t le r ’s M oscow pa rtn e r. A n  exam ple o f 
the w oo ing was w h a t was ta n ta m o u n t to  the 
B r it is h  w h itew ash  o f S ta lin ’s invasion o f Poland, 
much to  the d iscom fitu re  and anger o f the lu 
d icrous rem nants o f the Polish “ governm ent”  in  
France. A n  exam ple o f the th re a te n in g  is the 
w ay E ng land and F rance have “ ra llie d ”  to F in 
land. W h ile  p ra c tic a lly  n o th in g  is  excluded f ro m  
po ss ib ility  in  these hectic and changefu l tim es, 
i t  is m ost u n lik e ly  a t the present stage th a t 
the “ dem ocracies”  w i l l  launch a w a r aga inst 
S ta lin .

The B r it is h  prom ise o f m a te r ia l a id  to  F in land , 
lik e  the fa rc ic a l expuls ion o f Russia fro m  the 
League o f N a tions, has p r im a r ily  d iffe re n t a im s 
fo r  the m om ent. The countries o f Southeastern 
Europe are tee te ring  u n c e rta in ly  between the  
G erm an and the A ng lo -F re nch  camps. The m ise r
able, rea c tio n a ry  bourgeoisie o f these countries 
is saying to  its e lf:  I f  E ng land  and F rance do as 
l i t t le  fo r  us as the y  did fo r  Poland o r  are do ing 
fo r  F in land, then we m ig h t as w e ll go over as 
servants o f H i t le r  before he crushes us com 
p le te ly  and dismisses us even as servants. The 
"d em ocra tic ”  gestures o f aid to  the F inn ish  bour
geoisie are ca lcu la ted to  reassure the  B a lkan  
vassals o f London and Paris, to  encourage g re a te r 
resistance to  H it le r ’s encroachments.

A t  the same tim e, S ta lin  is be ing w arned: 
D on’t  go m uch fu r th e r ;  don’t  t ig h te n  y o u r a l
liance w ith  H itle r .  W e are s t i l l  capable o f  m ak ing  
i t  ho t fo r  you, i f  n o t today then tom orrow , un 
less you b reak w ith  B e rlin  and jo in  us, as we' 
proposed la s t A ugust.

The w a rn in g  is no t e n tire ly  purposeless. B u t 
S ta lin  w i l l  p a r t  w ith  H it le r  on ly  when H it le r  
has ceased to  be a menace to  h im . A n d  H it le r  
w i l l  cease to  be a menace on ly  i f  the  “ demo
cracies" reduce h is m il i ta ry  capacities by  a series 
o f successful battles.

L ik e  C ham berla in, Roosevelt is n o t on ly  
w a rn in g  S ta lin  to  b reak w ith  H itle r ,  bu t 
a t least as im p o rta n t as th a t, he is w a rn in g  h im  
no t to  m ake an a lliance w ith  Japan fo r  the sub
ju g a tio n  o f China, w h ich  w ou ld  te m p o ra r ily  p ro
te c t S ta lin ’s eastern fla n k  and tu rn  over m ost 
o f China to  the Japanese— to  the exclusion o f 
A m erican  im peria lism . A t  the same tim e, A m 
bassador D re w  te lls  Tokyo  th a t W ash ing ton  w i l l  
no t to le ra te  an a lliance w ith  M oscow a t the 
expense o f “ C h ina”  (read : o f U . S. im p e ria lis t 
in te res ts  in  C h ina ).

A s a lw ays in  such cases, F in la n d  is a  m ere 
paw n o f a ll the  im p e ria lis t bandits, and its  cause 
a pious fra u d  on th e ir  lips. N o t o n ly  its  soc ia lis t 
in te rests  b u t its  dem ocra tic  r ig h t  to  indepen
dence are defended in  re a lity  on ly  b y  us revo
lu tio n a ry  in te rn a tio n a lis ts .
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job and a decent liv ing fo r every worker.
2. Open the idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
8. A  Twenty-B illion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. T h irty -th irty — $80-weekly minimum wage— 30- 

hour weekly maximum for a ll workers on all jobs.
5. T h irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 

pension.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party.
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, political and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

Kuusinen’s "People’s 
Goven ment of Finland"

The Stalinist press has had very little to say 
about Kuusinen’s “ People's Government o f b in 
land,'' since it was “ established." We should like 
to hear a little more about it and about the back
bone of this government, the Finnish Commun
ist party. How strong a section of the working- 
class and peasantry backs it? What is its member
ship— if  only in round numbers? Just what are 
the claims o f the Kuusinen “ government" to 
sovereignty ?

We ask these questions because a painstaking 
study o f the records of the Comintern fail to 
provide us with the answers. More accurately, 
our study provides us with evidence on the basis 
o f which one can come to only one conclusion: 
the Communist party ot Finland has been prac
tically non-existent for years in any shape or 
form and, consequently, Kuusinen’s “ govern
ment" has no constituency to represent. We pro
pose to prove this fact to the satisfaction o f any 
Communist party member or sympathizer who 
is seriously trying to understand the present 
events.

From 1918 to 1933
The Communist party had been illegal in kin- 

land for some years before the present events, 
but that is scarcely the explanation for its im
potence. The capacity of the Finnish revolution
ists to function under conditions o f illegality and 
terrorism has been established time and time 
again since the end of the civil war of 1918. A 
hundred thousand Finnish workers and peasants 
were struck down by Mannerheim’s White 
Guards aided by German troops— well over 30,- 
000 executed and dead of hunger and sickness 
in the concentration camps, the others tortured 
and then imprisoned for long terms. Despite this 
frigh tfu l blood-letting, the Socialist Workers 
Party was organized by 1920. was joined by the 
vast majority of the organized workers and at 
once assumed control over the trade unions. A f t 
er its affiliation to the Comintern, twenty of its 
leading members were accused of high treason, 
condemned to long prison terms, and the party- 
press banned. Nevertheless in the elections of 
1921 the party received 128,000 or 14 per cent 
of all the votes cast.

In 1923 some 140 more leading party mem
bers were arrested, in 1924 some 189 more; 
more than 400 . years of imprisonment were 
meted out to them. In  the elections of 1924 a 
make-shift workers and peasants party was set 
up to participate in place of the official Comin
tern party which liad been forcibly dissolved; it 
received 11.6 per cent of all the votes. In 192a, 
again, there were mass persecutions, and again 
¡legalization of the party; it was represented in 
elections by a “ Socialist Workers and Peasants” 
party which in 1927 and 1929 received 12 and 
14.5 per cent o f all the votes. Again in 1930 the 
Communist party was proscribed, its property 
seized and 269 of its members accused of high 
treason and convicted. This was the time of the 
peak of the Fascist Lappo movement. The illegal 
Communist movement withstood the Finnish 
fascist storm, how'ever, and retained its mass 
character up to 1933.

Thus, during fifteen heroic years of struggle, 
from 1918 to 1933, the best sections of the F in
nish workers and peasants remained adherents 
of the Comintern. Neither the blood-letting of

the civil war nor the ensuing waves of persecu
tion and illegality shook them from their loyal
ty. That loyalty was at last shaken, not by the 
Finnish bourgeoisie, but by Stalin. When he o r
dered the German Communist party to go down 
into the dust without striking a blow against 
H itler, the Finnish workers lost their faith in 
the Comintern. And the Moscow trials gave the 
Finnish Communist party its knockout blow. 
Stalin's “ socialism" as experienced by the Finns 
of Soviet Karelia, just across the border, grew’ 
more and more abhorrent— until today the point 
has been reached where Mannerheim can, w ith
out any difficulty, mobilize the Finnish proletar-

The Official Record
As a matter of fact, the Stalinist movement 

has made little pretense, during the last two 
years, of possessing a Communist movement in 
Finland. Here is what is revealed by an examin
ation o f the files of the Comintern weekly, World  
A lews and I dews (form erly the International 
Press Correspondence). Dyring the entire year 
of 1938— in 52 issues— Finland appears only 
twice in its elaborate index— two minor articles 
neither of which even mentions the Finnish 
Communist party. It is ironical to note that one 
of those articles approvingly quotes a Helsing
fors workers' mass meeting resolution for de
fense of the independence o f Finland, and goes 
on to comment:

“ The organized working class of Helsingfors 
is emphatically in favor of defending the inde
pendence of the country. But it demands that the 
army shall be purged of those elements who want 
to drag Finland in the wake of the Nazis’ war 
policy."

The other article complains that Holsti has 
been forced to resign as Foreign Minister be
cause of his hostility to Nazi pressure!

As with these two articles, so in the general 
report on “ May Day in the Various Countries” 
for that year, there is no mention of the existence 
of a Finnish Communist party.

During 1939 the Comintern weekly again 
mentions Finland only tudee. The first time to 
report that “ The toiling population o f the coun
try has taken up with enthusiasm the slogan is
sued by Tanner" against fascism (Jan. 7 )— the 
same Tanner whom the Stalinists now’ claim rep
resents no section o f the toiling population. In 
Manuilsky's report to the Eighteenth Congress 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(March, 1939), there is a lengthy and verbose 
section on “ The situation in the Communist Par
ties." In boastful language it mentions many par
ties, including many which have no real exist
ence ; but among those mentioned the Finnish 
Communist party does not appear! Likewise in 
the general report on May Day fo r the year, 
there is no mention o f the Finnish party. The 
“ Premier" of the “ People’s Government," O. 
Kuusinen, contributes (March 18, 1939) a 
lengthy article on “ Twenty Years of the Com
munist International.”  I t  mentions many things 
and many parties— hut not the Finnish party. 
Reports appear o f the congresses o f the various 
Scandinavian parties, at which fraternal dele
gates appear from the parties in the neighboring- 
countries—but never a representative o f the F in
nish party.

The second reference to Finland in the year 
1939 appears in the Comintern weekly o f July 
15, an article entitled “ The Finnish People for 
Democracy." I t  reports the results of the July 1 
elections: “ The results of the Finnish parlia
mentary elections on July 1 prove that the peo
ple o f Finland are for freedom and democracy 
and against fascism." It records 500,000 votes 
fo r the social democrats, an increase o f nearly 
50,000 over 1936. I t  records no votes for the 
Finnish Communist party, not merely because 
that party was illegal; the party itself was il
legal. as wc have pointed out. in almost every 
election, yet up to 1930 managed to express it 
self in the elections; it records no electoral ac
tiv ity  for the Finnish. Communist party because 
that party had, in the intervening years, com
pletely lost its following.

In. that July 15 article, the Finnish Commun
ist party is mentioned— the first and last men
tion of it in the Comintern weekly during a per
iod o f two years! It is mentioned in a curious 
context: the ban on it should be lifted, anti
fascist prisoners should be released, etc.

“ These measures would be best calculated to 
mobilize the people for the defense o f Finland’s 
independence and frustrate the big Finnish bour
geois plans of the Lappo fascists for drawing 
Finland into the fascist war of conquest."

*  *  *

The final collapse of the Finnish Communist 
party to the point where it is mentioned once in 
the last two years in the Comintern weekly— 
that is a clear index to the stature of the party 
which “ established”  a “ People’s Government”  
for Finland.

There is no better gauge of the enormously 
reactionary role of the Stalinist bureaucracy 
than the post-war history of the Finnish work
ing class. A proletariat w ith a long and glorious 
past— it was in the vanguard in the Revolution 
of 1905— and which quickly recovered from the 
civil war o f 1918, which tenaciously resisted ca
pitalist terror and illegality and showed its 
strength even by the bourgeois index o f electoral 
results, was finally driven into the arms of the 
Finnish bourgeoisie by Stalin.

— — By Dwight Macdonald —

SPARKS IN THE NEWS
Understatement Dept.

“ E xperim ents  in how best to  e n te rta in  soldiers 
back o f the M ag in o t L ine  have shown th a t movie 
shows come firs t,  cards second and games lik e  
dominoes th ird  in po pu la rity . . . Few men show 
any d isposition to  read books, possib ly because 
there is a lw ays too much in te rru p tio n .” — news 
rep o rt in  a recent N. Y. Times.

Death, Inc.
In  previous columns, I have noted how the 

fo rm e r sharp d is tinc tio n  between w a r and peace 
has become b lu rred  in our age, u n t il by now w a r 
has been absorbed in to  the norm al, everyday rou 
tine  o f life  under cap ita lism .

This seems to hold true  o f both the borugeoisie 
and the w o rkers  in th is  w a r. A s to the fo rm er, 
the B r it is h  G overnm ent announced a few  weeks 
a fte r  the ou tb reak o f the w a r th a t i t  w ou ld  pay 
com pensation fo r  a ll damages to  c iv ilia n  life , 
lim b  and p ro pe rty  "due to  action by o r against 
the K in g 's  enemies” . In  announcing th is  po licy, 
S ir  John Simon, Chancellor o f the Exchequer, ex
plained: “ The r is k  is one w h ich  affects us a ll and 
a p a rtic u la r person o r a p a rtic u la r p ro pe rty  
w h ich is s tru ck  is a casual v ic tim  o f the general 
pe ril w h ich  the S tate is engaged in do ing its  best 
to  res is t.”  Thus w a r is o ffic ia lly  recognized as 
one of the norm al hazards o f do ing business un
der cap ita lism , and the shopkeeper whose w in 
dows are shattered by German bombs can collect 
fro m  the S tate fo r  them  ju s t as i f  the damage 
had been done by H is M a jes ty 's  police officers in  
the discharge o f th e ir  du ty .

The B r it is h  business m an can also insure h im 
self— w ith  p riva te  firm s  aga inst the hazards o f 
peace. "A rm is tic e  insurance”  is now one o f the 
reg u la r fo rm s o f insurance in London. F o r a p re
m ium  o f ten pounds on every hundred pounds 
w o rth  o f business, a business man can fu l ly  in 
sure h im se lf aga inst a ll losses w h ich  m ig h t re
su lt i f  the w a r ends in the next tw o  m onths. F o r 
every add itiona l m onth  a fte r  tha t, he m ust pay- 
ten pounds more.

F o r the w o rke rs  as w e ll, th is  w a r has taken 
on som eth ing o f the cha rac te r o f norm al peace
tim e  a c tiv ity . In  the las t w a r, w o rkers  began 
fu n c tio n in g  as soldiers on ly when they p u t on 
th e ir  un iform s. This tim e in un ifo rm  they s t i l l  
re ta in  the cha racte r o f w o rkers  engaged in  some 
vast in d u s tr ia l unde rtak ing . Thus one recent 
news item  fro m  the M ag in o t L ine  read: "So g rea t 
are the distances th a t the troops a c tu a lly  ride to 
w o rk  on bicycles. W c passed deta ils o f them

peda lling  up fro m  th e ir  liv in g  qua rte rs  to  gun 
positions. . .”  The phrase, “ ride to  w o rk ,”  is 
s ign ificant.

A n o th e r rep o rt describes the new fie ld  un ifo rm  
o f the B r it is h  A rm y : "The H igh landers whom  
General G o rt v is ited  were in th e ir  p icturesque 
un ifo rm s. . . . The day was one o f the la s t occa
sions on w h ich  these and o ther S cottish  troops 
w il l  appear in  the fie ld  in  th e ir  tra d itio n a l u n i
form s. The change is being ra p id ly  made fro m  
the peacetime u n ifo rm  to  ‘ba ttle  dress’— a m ost 
un rom antic  bu t em inen tly  p ra c tica l costume fo r  
combat, consis ting  o f a one-piece kh a k i overa ll 
w ith  a z ipper fas tener down the f ro n t  and snaps 
a t the trouse r bottom s to  keep ou t the m ud.”

K ilts  and tan tans give w ay to zippered kha k i 
overalls. The so ld ie r has become a mass produc
tio n  w o rk e r who wears overalls and rides to w o rk  
on his bicycle. I f  the w a r drags on th is  w ay much 
longer, whole in d u s tr ia l towns m ay spring  up be
hind the lines, inhabited by fam ilies  o f soldiers. 
The in fa n try  "w o rk e r”  w il l k iss his w ife  good
bye in the m orn ing  and tram p, o r cycle, o ff to 
“ w o rk ” , a r ifle  on one shoulder and a w e ll-filled  
lunch box and therm os o f ho t coffee under the 
arm . The tho ro ug h ly  tam ed trade un ion bureau
cracies in  France and E ng land  w il l  then raise 
some in sp ir in g  new slogans: T IM E  A N D  A  
H A L F  FO R  O V E R T IM E  IN  T H E  T R E N C H E S ! 
NO O F F E N S IV E S  ON S A T U R D A Y  A F T E R 
NOONS A N D  S U N D A Y S !

Anthology of War Poetry, No. 1
B e rn a rr M acFadden, pub lisher o f pu lp  m aga- 

azines, la s t year offered a $1,000 prize fo r  an o f 
fic ia l song fo r  the U. S. A rm y  A ir  Corps— h ith 
erto  songless. I  reproduce below the f irs t  verse 
o f the w in n in g  d itty , o ffic ia lly  approved by M a jo r 
General H enry  H . A rno ld , ch ie f o f the A rm y  A ir  
C o rps:

O ff we go in to  the w ild  blue yonder,
C lim b ing  h igh in to  the sun;
Here they come zoom ing to meet our 

thunder,
A t  'em boys, G ive 'e r the gun!
Down we dive spouting  ou r flame fro m  

under
O ff w ith  one he lluva* roa r!
We live  in  fam e
O r go down in flame
B O Y ! N o th in g ’l l  stop the A rm y  A ir  

Corps!
*N O T E  (by pub lisher o f song): F o r radio, sub

s t itu te  " te r- r i-b le ” .

In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens -

Australian Labor Bucks 
Conscription for War in Europe

Resistance to  the dragooning o f you th  fo r  im 
pe ria lis t s la ug h te r goes on in one fo rm  or another 
in a ll the be llige ren t countries. I t  is on ly  ra re ly , 
however, th a t censorship a llow s a g lim m e r o f the 
true  s itu a tio n  to break th rou gh  to  see the l ig h t  
of day.

In  A u s tra lia , fo r  instance, our comrades of the 
Com m unist League (F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l) ca r
ried on a vanguard s trugg le  aga inst the so-called 
N a tiona l R eg iste r long before the w a r s tarted . 
They expla ined p a tie n tly  th a t the re g is tra tio n  of 
a ll m an-power by the governm ent was m ere ly  a 
prelude to conscrip tion. A ll the opposition parties, 
inc lud ing  the Labor P a rty  and the S ta lin is ts , sup
ported the governm ent then, and rid icu led the 
idea th a t A u s tra lia  was p repa ring  to conscrip t 
youth fo r  w a r overseas.

W hen the w a r broke out, the Menzies G overn
m ent f in a lly  procla im ed its  in te n tio n  to p u t con
sc rip tion  in to  force. However, the Sydney Sun, 
pro-G overnm ent organ, expla ined on October 23: 
"T hey  (the conscrip ts) w il l no t bleed fo r  Im p e r
ia l am b itions o r ca p ita lis tic  advantage. They w ill 
s im p ly  learn how, i f  an enemy a ttacks  th e ir  own 
country, A u s tra lia , to p u t up a good f ig h t against 
him , instead o f being pitched, un tra ined, in to  
massacre.”

N ow  we learn th a t th is  las t shred o f deception 
has been dispensed w ith  and tha t an A us tra lia n  
Im p e ria l Force is to  be raised and “ would p ro 
ceed overseas ea rly  in 1940.”  T h is  was the an
nouncem ent made by P rim e M in is te r R obert G. 
Menzies in  the A u s tra lia n  House on Novem ber 29.

A f te r  go ing along fo r  m onths in support o f the 
governm ent measures on the ground o f th e ir  
pure ly  defensive character, the La bo r leaders find 
themselves hard p u t to  go the whole hog when 
the naked im p e ria lis t con tent o f the w a r prepara
tions is revealed.

The New Y o rk  T im es o f Novem ber 30 reports : 
"A  m otion  by the leader o f the Labor P a rty , John 
C u rtin , th a t P a rliam e n t go on record as opposing 
the dispatch o f an A u s tra lia n  Im p e ria l Force to 
f ig h t in  Europe was defeated today in the House 
of Representatives. The governm ent defeated the 
C u rtin  m otion  by on ly  33 to  28.”

The s trong  vote fo r  the C u rtin  m otion  is in 
d icative o f the trem endous unrest w h ich  serves as 
pressure fro m  the ranks upon the Labor leaders. 
The la bo ring  masses have boycotted the N a tiona l 
R egister fro m  the f irs t.  The vo lu n ta ry  re c ru it
ment system . in itia te d  by the governm ent a t the 
outset o f the w a r was a flop.

W hether the Labor skates in  P a rliam e n t and 
in o ffic ia l con tro l o f the unions w ill be able to 
stem the tide, w he the r the governm ent w i l l  be 
able to m ake use o f the p ro -H it le r ite  treachery  o f 
the S ta lin is ts  to  de ra il the w orkers, is s t i l l  a m a t
te r  o f conjecture. In  th e ir  b i-w eek ly  paper, the 
M ilita n t, ou r A u s tra lia n  comrades w ind  up th e ir  
exposure o f conscrip tion  in  the fo llo w in g  w ords:

“ M enzies’ conscrip tion  can be defeated. The 
w orkers  are w illin g  to fo llo w  a m il ita n t  lead, as 
was shown by the N a tion a l R eg iste r boycott. I t  
is necessary th a t th e ir  opposition be m obilized 
and expressed by the m edium  o f mass m eetings, 
dem onstra tions and above all, by the enunciation 
o f a c lear-cu t a n ti-c a p ita lis t po licy .”  (The M il i 
ta n t, Novem ber 11, 1939).

T h a t the A u s tra lia n  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  
are do ing th e ir  b it  tow a rd  m ob iliz ing  the w o rk 
ers in  th is  d irec tion  is evidenced c lea rly  by th e ir  
paper and by the successful mass m eetings in  
Sydney and M elbourne, w h ich  they c a rry  on in 
cessantly despite the w a r regime.

Comrade Franz Meyer 
Imprisoned in Antwerp

A t  the beg inn ing o f September, ou r comrade 
F ranz  M eyer, m em ber o f the In te rn a tio n a l Com
m unists o f G erm any ( I .K .D .) was arrested in 
A n tw e rp , Belg ium .

Comrade M eyer was charged w ith  fu rn is h in g  
a n ti-w a r cartoons to the w eek ly  paper o f our 
B e lg ian R e vo lu tion a ry  Socia list P a rty , La  L u ttc  
O uvrie re, under the name o f Holz.

Here is an example o f the “ ju s tic e " meted 
o u t by the so-called “ S oc ia lis t”  M in is te r of 
F ore ign A ffa irs , Paul Spaak, to a m an whose 
alleged crim e is th a t he puts his a r t in  the ser
vice o f the s trugg le  aga inst w a r. Is  Belg ian 
"dem ocracy" re a lly  in such a poor sta te  o f health 
th a t it has to reso rt to the use of police measures 
against ca rtoon ists  and ca rica tu r is ts?  Is  Spaak's 
conception o f the "dem ocra tic  r ig h t  o f asy lum ”  
one in  w h ich  a refugee a r t is t  fro m  H itle r 's  Ger
m any is to be subjected to the same type o f per
secution as in Nazi G erm any?

M eyer has been im prisoned since September. 
W h a t is the accusation filed aga inst h im ?  W hy  is 
he being held incom m unicado? W h a t in ten tions  
does the Spaak governm ent have w ith  respect to 
th is  refugee revo lu tio n is t?  Is  th is  rebel a r t is t  to 
be deported and turned over to  H it le r ’s hang
men ?

E ve ry  class conscious w o rke r, every u p rig h t 
w r ite r  and a r t is t  has the r ig h t  to  demand an 
answer from  the B e lg ian “ dem ocracy”  on the 
case o f F ranz Meyer.

Swedish Section of " International 
Front Against War"  
at head of Reaction

S ta lin 's  invasion o f F in land  has called fo r th  a 
trem endous reaction in Scandinavia. S ym pathy 
w ith  the a ttacked F inns reaches deep in to  the 
w o rkers  circles. The reactionaries are u til iz in g  
the s itu a tio n  fo r  an a tta c k  on c iv il libe rties . In  
Sweden the C om m unist paper N y  D ag has been 
banned and the governm ent has ordered the press 
d is tr ib u tio n  bureau, w h ich  has a m onopoly over 
the sale of papers on the streets and a t the 
kiosks, to stop the d is tr ib u tio n  o f the paper. I n 
stead o f p ro te s tin g  aga inst th is  unheard-o f coup 
o f the governm ent, the representa tive  in  p a r lia 
m ent o f the Swedish Socia lis t P a rty , F lyg , has 
become the advocate o f even s trong e r measures. 
In  a speech a t the R iksdag session o f December 
2, he declared th a t i t  was "absu rd”  to  g ra n t 
Swedish dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  to  the “ agents o f a 
fo re ign  pow er”  and demanded m ore appropria te  
measures on the p a r t o f the governm ent. Th is 
adap ta tion  o f F ly g  to the moods o f reaction  is 
no t on ly  cow ard ly  bu t s tup id. For, i t  is clear 
th a t the a ttacks  o f Swedish reaction  aga inst free 
dom o f the press w il l  no t be ha lted a t the doors 
o f the S ta lin is ts . A lready , the w eek ly  o f Ture  
Nem ann, “ Tross a llt , ”  ( In  S pite  o f E v e ry th in g ), 
has been confiscated because its  c r it ic is m  o f the 
H it le r  regim e is "too  sha rp .”  N erm ann has been 
hauled in to  cou rt fo r  tha t. F ly g  is s im p ly  d ig g in g  
his own grave.

F ly g ’s p a rty  is a m em ber o f the “ In te rn a tio n a l 
F ro n t aga inst W ar," the successor o f the London 
bureau. W hat a tt itu d e  do Lovestone, B rockw ay  
and P ive rt take tow ards the actions o f th e ir  
Swedish confrere?

The C IO ’s Leg is la tive  P rog ram  fo r  1940, w h ich  was 
made pub lic  th is  week, deserves care fu l study. H ow 
ever inadequate we m ay th in k  it ,  however much we 
m ay disagree w ith  p a rt o r a ll o f  it ,  its  con tra s t to 
the P la tfo rm  o f A m erican  In d u s try  (the  m an ifes to  o f 
the N a tion a l A ssocia tion  o f M an u fac tu re rs  th a t I  
discussed las t week) is im m ed ia te ly  apparent and in  
a ll respects favo rab le  to  the CIO. The CIO  docum ent 
says som eth ing, and w h a t i t  says is re levan t to  the 
concrete rea litie s  o f present-day life . The N .A .M . said 
no th in g ; its  p la tfo rm  is a meaningless jum b le  o f ab
s tra c t rhe to ric . There is l i t t le  doubt th a t the CIO 
de libera te ly  in tends to have its  p rog ram  appear in 
the pub lic  eye as the d ire c t cha llenger o f th a t o f the 
bosses.

The C.I.O. States the Problems
John L. Lew is has m any tim es proved h im se lf a 

sensitive re flec to r o f the moods o f the w o rke rs  in  
th is  coun try . This, indeed, is the source o f his g rea t 
s treng th  and su p e rio r ity  as a la bo r leader. (T h a t he 
ru th less ly  exp lo its  and pe rve rts  these moods fo r  re 
ac tiona ry  ends is ano the r m a tte r.)  He is the shrew d
est o f opportun is ts , r id in g  on the crest o f p ro le ta ria n  
mass sentim ent. I t  was in  th is  w a y  th a t he took t r i 
um phant leeadership o f the in d u s tr ia l union m ove
m ent, leav ing  behind in  his w ake the case-hardened 
old  fogies.

The new CIO Leg is la tive  P rog ram  gives w itness 
once again to Lew is ' sen s itiv ity . In  c lear and open 
fashion, the P rog ram  states, and sta tes co rre c tly , the 
rea lly  m a jo r problem s fac in g  the A m erican w o rk in g  
class. E v e ry  w o rk e r w ill find  h im se lf in  agreem ent on 
the s ta tem en t o f problem s. There is no tw add le  about 
" H u l l ’s trade tre a tie s " o r “ balanced budgets”  o r "m u 
n ic ipa l co rru p tio n ,”  w ith  w h ich  the boss press is now 
filled  in an e ffo r t to confuse the people, bu t: the w ar, 
jobs, and dem ocra tic  r ig h ts .

“ The Congress o f In d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tions 
urges fo r  the serious consideration by the Fed
era l Congress a le g is la tive  p ro g ra m  based upon 
ce rta in  fundam enta l ob jectives: (1) The U n ited  
States m ust keep o u t o f invo lvem en t in  the fo r 
eign w a rs ; (2) The a tte n tio n  o f th is  cou n try  
and the energies o f ou r G overnm ent, in d u s tr ia l 
and labo r leaders o f th is  coun try , m ust be d ire c t
ed tow a rd  the im m edia te  so lv ing  o f the p rob
lem  o f unem ploym ent; (3) The dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  
and in s titu tio n s  o f th is  cou n try  m us t be pre
served and m a in ta ined ; and (4) There m ust be 
continued assurance and p ro te c tion  of the r ig h ts  
o f labo r to  organize and ba rga in  co llec tive ly  as 
the cornerstone fo r  the preserva tion  and exten
sion o f any economic and social p ro g ra m .”

These po in ts  are e laborated in  the body o f the p ro 
gram . In  ad d ition  there are sections on the W agner 
A c t, the F a ir  Labo r S tandards A c t, Social S ecu rity , 
H ea lth , H ousing and T axa tio n . So fa r  as they go, no 
exception can be taken to w h a t is advocated in these 
sections. The demands, i t  is  true , do no t in  any case 
go fa r  enough i f  we judge them  in  term s o f the needs 
o f the masses, bu t th e ir  d ire c tio n  is undoubtedly r ig h t. 
As a m a tte r o f fac t, they are m ore adequate and en
ligh tened than  I  rem em ber in  any com parable CIO  o r 
A F L  docum ent in  recent years.

In  passing, i t  is w o rth  observing th a t the old C IO  
po licy  o f ca llin g  fo r  “ no am endm ent”  to  the W agner 
A c t, as the means o f f ig h tin g  aga inst reac tiona ry  a t
tem pts a t am endm ent, has been changed to  a coun te r
a tta ck . The CIO  now demands am endm ents o f its  own 
directed tow a rd  s treng then ing  the A c t  in la b o r’s in 
terests by p ro v id ing  c rim in a l penalties fo r  em ployers’ 
offenses aga inst the A c t, p ro h ib itio n  o f governm ent 
con tracts  to  f irm s  v io la tin g  the A c t, and p ro h ib itio n  
o f the s p lit t in g  up o f in d u s tr ia l unions.

What Is Left Out
F rom  w h a t I  have said so fa r, i t  m ig h t seem th a t I  

ough t to urge support and acceptance o f the P rog ram  
as a su itab le  p la tfo rm  fo r  the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r
ty . Indeed, I  do believe th a t m ost o f its  specific p ro 
posals ough t to be supported by the S.W.P. and by 
a ll w orkers.

B u t a P rog ram  has a h is to ry ; and m ust be judged 
by w h a t i t  om its  as w e ll as by w h a t i t  says. I f  we ex
am ine th is  CIO  P rog ram  fro m  a m ore extended p o in t 
o f view, we m ust add new conclusions.

The P rogram , fo r  exam ple, says no th in g  abou t 
whom  labo r m ust f ig h t aga ins t in  o rder to  achieve its  
ob jectives; no r how to c a rry  on the fig h t fo r  them ; 
nor also m ost im p o r ta n t- -w h a t the record o f Lew is  
has been in the past f ig h ts  fo r  s im ila r  objectives.

The P rog ram  advocates a m in im um  o f 3,000,000 
jobs in pub lic  w o rks  .plus pub lic  jobs fo r  a ll you th  
who arc ou t o f w o rk  and ou t o f school. In  the past 
also Lew is has been fo r  jobs; b u t he persuaded the 
w o rke rs  to f ig h t fo r  them  by p u ttin g  a ll fa ith  in 
Roosevelt, w ho was the m an who c u t the jobs.

TheP rogram  advocates keeping ou t o f war. In  the 
past, too, Lew is has spoken against g e ttin g  in to  the 
w a r; bu t he has been and rem ains a p a r t  o f the 
Roosevelt machine w h ich is its e lf  the ch ie f w a r
m ak ing  apparatus.

TheP rogram  demands dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  fo r  labor. 
B u t in the past Lew is has go t the w o rke rs  to support 
the candidates o f the Republican and D em ocratic  pa r
ties, who, once in office, are the ones who amash 
those rig h ts .

The P rog ram  advocates decent housing, m edica l 
service, social secu rity . B u t i t  says no t one w o rd  
aga inst the ro tted  system o f p r iv a te  p ro pe rty  and 
p riva te  p ro fits  wh ich, so long as i t  continues, guaran
tees th a t the w o rke rs  w ill never have decent housing 
o r m edical service o r social security .

T h is  is the fecord ,and th is  is  w h y  the P rogram , 
fro m  the po in t o f v iew  o f Lew is  and his fe llo w - 
bureaucrats, is a fake, designed no t to organize the 
w o rke rs  fo r  a real s tru g g le  tow ard  the ob jectives o f 
peace, jobs and freedom , b u t to head o ff such a s tru g 
gle and to  keep them  tied  to  th in gs  as they are.

T h is  does not mean th a t the P rog ram  should be 
ju s t fo rg o tte n  (as Lew is  w i l l  fo rg e t i t  when the 
tim e  fo r  v o tin g  comes). I t  means th a t i f  its  progres
sive a im s are to  be realized, the w orkers, and es
pec ia lly  the CIO  members, should take the s trugg le  
fo r  those aim s ou t o f the hands o f Lew is, and f ig h t 
in closed, m il ita n t and independent class ranks.


