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Stalin’s Real Crime 
In  Finland

A N  E D IT O R IA L

Put your capitalist newspaper aside, shake your head 
loose -from the endless din of capitalist propaganda over the 
radio, the newsreels, the press, everywhere— and ask your­
self a few fundamental questions about what is really hap­
pening in and about Finland.

Yes, Stalin committed a crime in Finland. But exactly 
what was the crime? And against whom was it committed? 
We know what answers are given to those questions by the 
capitalist press. But i f  you are a class-conscious worker, you 
don’t take your answers to political questions from the kept 
press of the capitalists.

Yes, Stalin committed a crime in Finland. Here is how
we define and analyze his crime.

F in land  is  an ou tpost o f im p e ria lism  on the Russian border, 
a  spearhead po in ted a t Leningrad. There is no question abou t tha t. 
H ow  w ould  rea l revo lu tion is ts , i f  they were a t the helm o f the 
Soviet Union, p u t an end to  th a t hostile  spearhead?

They w ou ld  solve i t  hand in  hand w ith  the F inn ish  w o rk in g  
class. In  the f irs t  instance, the F inn ish  w o rk in g  class its e lf  would 
solve the problem . The Red A rm y  o f the Soviet U n ion w ou ld  help 
them , i f  necessary. B y  m ak ing  a soc ia lis t revo lu tion , the F inn ish  
w o rke rs  w ou ld  tra n s fo rm  F in lan d  fro m  a bourgeois enemy in to  a 
p ro le ta ria n  a lly  o f the Soviet U n ion. Then, i f  the im p e ria lis ts  a t­
tem pted to  destroy the F inn ish  W orke rs  Republic, the Red A rm y  
o f the Soviet U n ion  w ou ld  defend its  p ro le ta ria n  a lly.

T h a t’s the w ay the problem  w ould be solved— i f  revo lu tion is ts  
stood a t the helm  o f the Soviet U n ion. C e rta in ly  the F inn ish  w o rk ­
ers have shown th a t they w a n t to  m ake a soc ia lis t revo lu tion . In  
1919 they tr ie d  to  m ake one. They were defeated, no t by the F inn ish  
bourgoisie over whom  th e y  were v ic to rious, b u t by G erm an troops 
placed by the  K a ise r a t the service o f M annerheim 's F inn ish  W h ite  
Guards. A f te r  the G erm an R evo lu tion  o f 1918, the F inn ish  bour­
geoisie rem ained in  power thanks  to  the back ing  o f E ng lish  and 
F rench im peria lism . G iven the op p o rtu n ity , i t  is  ce rta in  th a t the 
F inn ish  w o rke rs  would m ake th e ir  ow n revo lu tion .

B u t in  the in te rven ing  fifte e n  years, the F inn ish  w orkers  have 
been le a rn ing  w h a t has been happening across the border in  the 
S ov ie t U n ion since Len in  died and a clique o f usurpers entrenched 
themselves in  the K rem lin . They have learned, and the y  shrank 
back fro m  the Soviet U n ion  o f S ta lin . T h a t is when S ta lin ’s crim e 
aga inst the F inn ish  w o rke rs  began— fifte en  years ago. He drove 
them  back in to  the arm s o f the F inn ish  bourgeoisie.

Stalin Wanted No Revolutions
S ta lin  there fore  could no t appeal to  the F inn ish  w o rke rs  to 

p ro tec t Le n ing ra d  by m ak in g  th e ir  own revo lu tion . N o r w ou ld  he 
issue such an appeal. F o r S ta lin  fears no th in g  so m uch as revo lu ­
tions. I f  the horizons o f the  Soviet U n ion  were ringed w ith  red 
instead o f b row n  and w h ite , a ll the social ha tred o f the Soviet 
w o rke rs  aga inst the S ta lin is t clique w ou ld  ove rflow  and p u t an end 
to  the K re m lin  bureaucrats.

So S ta lin  added to  a ll his o ther crim es aga inst the F inn ish  
w o rkers— w h ich  are the same crim es th a t he has com m itted  aga inst 
the w o rkers  everyw here— th e . crim e o f invad ing  F in land  aga inst 
the w i l l  and desires o f the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class. F o r the sake 
o f w ha teve r m ilita ry -s tra te g ic  advantages he m ig h t ga in  as a resu lt, 
he dealt a te rr ib le  b low  to the m ost im p o rta n t defense o f the Soviet 
U n ion : the fa ith  and frien dsh ip  o f the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class.

W ho can w ipe ou t S ta lin ’s crim es, in c lud in g  th is  la te s t one?
N O T the a rm y  o f M annerheim , now backed by the p o lit ic a l 

support o f the im p e ria lis t w o rld , by considerable m a te ria l support 
fro m  M ussolin i, Roosevelt and Cham berla in, and to m o rro w  perhaps 
backed decis ive ly by im p e ria lis t a rm ies!

Who Are the Real Belligerents?
A lready  i t  is c lear th a t th is  is N O T a w a r between “ l i t t le  F in ­

land ”  and the Soviet U n ion. F in lan d  is an ou tpost o f B r it is h  and 
F rench im p e ria lism — add o f A m erican  im peria lism . A lre a d y  the 
“ dem ocra tic”  im p e ria lis ts — in c lud in g  M usso lin i!— are u t il iz in g  the 
w a r to  the fu lle s t ex te n t possible fo r  p o lit ic a l and propagandist 
p repa ra tion  fo r  a w a r aga inst the Soviet U nion. A lre ad y  the propa­
ga nd is t stage is be ing overstepped by d irec t m a te ria l support 
aga inst the Red A rm y . N o t m ere ly  by the Hoover-led " re lie f com­
m ission” — w h ich  is p r im a r ily  a propaganda agency fo r  p repa ring  
w a r aga inst the Soviet U n ion—-but by d ire c t governm enta l in te r ­
vention. The ten m illio n  d o lla r c red its  provided by the Roosevelt 
governm ent is  o n ly  " i ts  f ir s t  m a te ria l step” , declares a w e ig h ty  
spokesman fo r  the A m erican  ru lin g  class:

“ T h is action , taken  under a la w  whose purpose is to susta in 
fa rm  prices, is  h ig h ly  com mendable; b u t i t  w i l l  n o t m eet F in ­
land 's m ost pressing need. . . I t  needs planes and cannon. . . 
Am ericans . . . hope and fee l confident th a t w ays can be found 
to  g ive p ro m p t a id  where i t  is  m ost needed.”  (N ew  Y o rk  T im es 
ed ito ria l, Dec. 12.)

Even m ore open is the dec la ra tion  o f B r it is h  im p e ria lism ’s most 
responsible organ, the T im es o f London, w h ich  on Dec. 11 declares: 

“ I f  F in lan d  is to  be saved, she m ust be saved now. . . B u t 
Russia has no t declared w a r upon F in la n d — is no t on her own 
show ing w a rr in g  aga ins t her now. E v e ry th in g  sho rt o f w a r, 
there fore, can and m ust be done by o th e r countries to  help 
F in la n d — and the s tandard  o f w h a t can be done w ith o u t fo rm a l 
w a r is ve ry  d iffe re n t today fro m  w h a t i t  was a q u a rte r o f a 
cen tu ry  ago.”

A m id  the voices o f the im p e ria lis t powers are heard also the 
s h r ill,  screams o f th e ir  lackeys in  the la bo r m ovem ent. F o r such 
w a r-m ong e ring  gangs as the Social D em ocra tic  F edera tion  and the 
Jew ish D a ily  F o rw a rd , the la te s t events become m ere ly  an add i­
tio n a l o p p o rtu n ity  to  demand the expulsion fro m  th is  cou n try  o f 

(Continued on P age 4)

Approaching the Breaking Point

'Conspiracy' Trial In 
Mpls. Aped Moscow
Hand-Picked Jury of Wealthy Farmers and 
Businessmen Found WPA Defendants 
Guilty Before "Conspiracy" Tria l Began

M IN N E A P O L IS , Dec. 11— The trade union movement 
here has answered the “ guilty”  verdict in the third W P A - 
strikers’ tria l by voting to recommend to the membership of 
every union an assessment of $1 per capita for the defense 
fund. F irst of the unions to hold membership meetings and 
adopt the recommendation last week were the Furniture 
Workers and the Private Chauffeurs Union.

In the past few days, the truth has come to light about 
what the jurors really discussed in the ju ry  room. They didn’t 

(Continued on Page 2)

Behind the Lines
_________________  B y  G EORGE S T E R N  __________________

Roosevelt showed a l i t t le  more 
o f his hand in  the d ip lo m atic  
poker game a t T o k io  th is  week. 
He has in  e ffect in fo rm ed  T okio  
th a t any im provem ent in  Soviet- 
Japanese re la tions, e.g., conclu­
sion o f a non-agression pact, 
w ou ld  im p e ril the “ fr ie n d ly ”  re ­
la tions  between W ash ing ton  and 
Tokio .

One aspet o f th is  A m erican  in ­
te rven tion  in  the Soviet-Japanese 
nego tia tions was o ffic ia lly  con­
firm ed.

Eugene Dooinan, th e  coun­
selor o f the  U . S. Em bassy, 
asked th e  ch ie f o f the  A m e ri­
can B ureau  o f the  T ok lo  F o r­
e ign Office, S e ijlro  Yosliizuva,

w hethe r Japan in tended to  ne­
go tia te  a non-agression pac t 

w ith  Russia. Yoshzava rep lied 
evasive ly  th a t such a pact was 
“ n o t a t present on the Japan­
ese p rog ram .”

In  connection w ith  th is  in c i­
dent, the  F ore ign  Office le£ i t  be 
know n th ro u g h  newspaper chan­
nels th a t a few  days earlie r, on 
Dec. 4, Joseph C la rk  Grew, the 
U. S. Am bassador, had b lu n tly  
in fo rm ed  Japan ’s fo re ig n  m in is te r 
th a t  Japanese-Am erican and Jap­
anese - Soviet “ fr ien dsh ip ”  were 
m u tu a lly  exclusive, or, as the Jap­
anese newspapers p u t it ,  th a t 
“ Japanese - A m erican  friendsh ip  

(C ontinued on Page 4)

TROTSKY RAPS 
PRESS LIES ON 
DIES QUERY

Has No Secrets to 
Reveal; Gave No 
Documents to Dies
Leon T ro ts k y  issued la s t 

week a s ta tem e n t to  the  
press, exp la in ing  under w h a t 
conditions he w ou ld  appear 
before the D ies C om m ittee, 
and cha rac te riz ing  as fa b r i­
cations the  U n ited  S tates 
press stories w h ich  reported 
th a t he w ou ld  te s t ify  about 
S ta lin is t a c tiv itie s  in  L a tin  
A m erica .

*  *  *

T ro ts k y ’s s ta tem ent fo llow s  in  
fu l l :

In  the M exican press yeste r­
day, d ispatches fro m  the U n ited  
S tates reported th a t I  m ig h t ap­
pear as a w itness before the Com ­
m itte e  o f the House o f Represen­
ta tives  o f the U n ited  S tates and 
m ake depositions concern ing the 
a c tiv itie s  o f the M exican and 
L a t in  - A m erican  Com m unists, 
p a r tic u la r ly  in  connection w ith  
the o il question. These dispatches 
are so worded as to  im p ly  th a t 
fo r  several years I  have turned 
documents over to  the agents o f 
th is  C om m ittee, th a t I  was v is it ­
ed in  M exico by the C om m ittee ’s 
representatives, and so on. These 
im p lica tion s  represent a pure in ­
ven tion  fro m  beg inn ing to end.

M a tthe w s ’ P roposal
On O ctober 12, I  received the 

fo llo w in g  te legram  fro m  the 
C om m ittee:

(C ontinued on Page 2)

Ten Million Jobless Starving 
Am id Plenty; Fired from W PA , 
Get No Jobs, Almost No Relief
P ir  F e n ’r n tunds1 f° ‘' the war machine for one year w ill shortly reach the Three
Bilhon Dollar mark federal funds tor feeding the unemployed for the same period will 
hit a low ot one bilhon dollars.

But the relief crisis exploding all over the country doesn’t bother Roosevelt, he made 
clear Saturday, when pressed by reporters for a statement on the relief situation

Oyer and over again” the New York Times o f Dec. 9 reports, “ he stressed that 
home relief cases were not the concern of the Federal government but were a peculiarly 
state governmental problem. Federal responsibility ends.”  said this man who became presi 
dent as the spokesman o f the Forgotten Man, “ with the provision o f W P A  jobs for those 
able and willing to work and unemployed through no fault o f their own.”

What hypocrisy! Roosevelt never provided more than three million W P A  jobs for 
hlteen m illion unemployed able and w illing to work, and in the last year he has cut the 

.{ A  rol,s down> throwing into the streets a million and a half W P A  workers Over a

W h o  ° nthn,Cn r v ° n re,ief f ° 1Is are certiiied f()r W P A  j°bs— not to mention the millions whom the authorities now' refuse to certify.
W hat has happened to the workers who got thrown off the W P A  rolls? The social 

work journal, “ Survey Midmonthly,” made an investigation to discover “ what has become
- o

JOBLESS FORCE 
RELIEF IN 
CLEVELAND

Picket Line Crashes 
Council Sessions; 
Compels Action

C LE V E LA N D , Dec. 11 — 
Relief w ill be restored in this 
city by Friday o f this week, 
the City Council meeting this 
afternoon decided. Hundreds 
of unemployed and W P A  
workers thronged the session, 
despite a “ sneak”  play by the 
Council, which held its meet­
ing without previous public 
notice at 4 p.m., instead o f the 
regular evening session.

Anticipating a huge and 
m ilitant demonstration called 
by the Federal Workers U n­
ion and Workers Security 
bederation for the regular 
session in the evening, the 
Council hastily passed legisla­
tion authorizing the sale of 
S I.050,000 in tax delinquency 
bonds to finance relief fo r the 
rest o f the year until the 1940 
appropriations are voted.

Getting word o f the
“ sneak”  session, the Federal 
W orkers  U n ion  and W orkers  
S ecu rity  Federation p u t ou t a 
la s t m inu te  ca ll fo r  the unem ­
ployed to  m obilize, and organized 
a co lo rfu l p icke t-lin e  before C ity  
H a ll to  g ree t the Council m em ­
bers and c ity  offic ia ls  as the y  a r ­
rived.

P icke t L ine  M arches In
Before the Council convened, 

the en tire  p icke t line  m a rc h e d in - 
to the Council m ee ting  w ith  th e ir  
banners w h ich  carried  slogans in 
red le tte rs  reading, “ S top p lay in g  
po litics  w ith  re lie f" , “ Stop pass­
in g  the buck” , “ W e refuse to  
s ta rve ” , etc.

F ra n tic  Councilm en and c ity  
offic ia ls  f ir s t  pleaded w ith , then 
threatened the leaders o f the un­
employed to  remove the banners, 
as ou t-o f-to w n  newspaper pho tog­
raphers took  dozens o f photos. 
The p u b lic ity  o f the past 26 days 
of re lie f cris is  has been so dam n­
ing, th a t the c ity  offic ia ls were 
t r y in g  to g ive the im pression th a t 
th e ir  subsequent action  in  res to r­
in g  re lie f was vo lun ta ry .

(C ontinued on Page 2)

THE REAL CASE 
OF CONSPIRACY 
IN  MINNEAPOLIS

M IN N E A P O L IS  —  J u s t  w h a t 
the W P A  s tr ik e rs  were fig h tin g  
against, w h a t they  were ra ilro a d ­
ed to  ja i l  fo r  p ro tes ting , can be 
made clear by a  few  figures.

One yea r ago there  were 14,- 
379 fam ilies  here on W P A . Now , 
according to  a re p o rt made by 
O le Pearson, c ity  re lie f superin ­
tendent, on Dec. 8, the re  are on ly  
6,967— m ore tha n  one o u t o f tw o  
W P A  w o rkers  have been fired.

“ I f  people dropped fro m  W P A  
had come back on d ire c t re lie f, 
ou r to ta l would be c row d in g  20,- 
000 fam ilies  on re lie f,”  Pearson 
reported. “ B u t they haven’t  come 
back. N e a rly  8,000 fa m ilie s  have 
managed to  find  some p riva te  
means o f suppo rt."

W h ich  is ju s t Pearson's fa n cy  
w ay o f say ing  th a t the people 
th ro w n  o ff W P A  by the Roose- 
ve lt-W oodrum  R e lie f L a w  are be­
in g  denied d ire c t re lie f. There are 
even few e r fam ilies  pe rm itte d  d i­
rec t re lie f today than  a year ago, 
despite the W P A  firings .

In  addition, d ire c t re lie f per fa ­
m ily  has suffered a 25 per cent 
cut, p u t th rou gh  in  October.

F o r d a rin g  to p ro tes t aga inst 
these conditions, the W P A  s t r ik ­
ers and th e ir  m il ita n t  leaders 
have been ind ic ted— 162 o f them  
so fa r— and 33 o f them  so fa r  
convicted in  the f ir s t  three W P A  
tr ia ls .

UNEMPLOYED 
FACE EVICTION 
IN TOLEDO

( Special  to the Socia l ist Appea l)
TO LE D O , Ohio, Dec. 11— C u t 

o ff fro m  re lie f fo r  ne a rly  th ree  
m onths, Toledo’s unem ployed now 
face the  add itiona l h o rro r o f evic­
tion s  fro m  th e ir  homes. Some 
th ir t y  ev ic tion  orders are now 
a w a itin g  execution, and another 
s ix ty -odd  fam ilies  have received 
the necessary three-day notice. 
Hundreds o f o th e r fam ilies  are 
threatened w ith  a  s im ila r  fa te  by 
land lords unless th e ir  re n t is pa id 
th is  week.

Faced w ith  th is  s itua tion , the 
c ity  fa the rs  are do ing e xa c tly  
w h a t they have been do ing fo r  
three m onths— noth ing . The T o l­
edo B lade— a Paul B lock  newspa­
per— started  a fun d  to  g ive school 
ch ild ren  o f the unem ployed m ilk  
once a day. B u t the schools have 
been closed fo r  s ix  weeks fo r  
“ la c k  o f funds”  and the ch ild ren  

(C ontinued on Page 2)

yof this economically lost bat­
talion and what effect W P A  
cuts have had on current re­
lief situations.”  The October 
"Survey” published its find­
ings. Here are ten reports, 
from among those made, 
shocking even in the staid lan­
guage of a social work jour­
nal :

90% Get N o  Jobs 
A-TL.ANTA, Ga. — Since ea rly  

th is  yea r W P A  em p loym ent in  
F u lto n  and De K a lb  counties has 
been reduced fro m  16,000 to  8,- 
800, w ith  fu r th e r  reduction  ex­
pected. . . . A b o u t 5,000 p ro je c t 
w o rkers  were affected by the 
eighteen-m onths ru le  and pub lic  
re lie f agencies are swamped w ith  
applications, m ost o f them  fo r  re ­
ce rtifica tio n  and fo r  “ em eregncy”  
aid. P riv a te  agencies, w ith o u t 
adequate funds to m eet even 
n o rm a l”  needs, likew ise  are 

swamped. Because o f quota  re ­
s tr ic tio n s  i t  seems ‘ ‘ex trem e ly  un ­
lik e ly ”  th a t W P A  w i l l  be able to 
re ins ta te  m any o f these people, 
and p robab ly  no t even 10 percent 
o f them  w i l l  be able to ge t p r iv ­
ate em ploym ent even w ith  the in ­
d u s tria l p ick -up  in  the area.

Social workers say: “In  some 
mysterious way people are get- 
ting by, but they are undergoing 
u process of slow starvation w ith  
no means of m aking themselves 
heard by those who control relief 
appropriations.”

B IR M IN G H A M , A la . —  Before 
W P A  layo ffs  began, the s itu a tio n  
a lready was c r it ic a l w ith  up­
w ards o f 5,000 heads o f fam ilies  
ce rtified  fo r  m any m onths b u t 
unassigned to  pro jects. W ith  the 
la y o ff came hundreds o f new re ­
lie f  app lica tions every day. There 
are no local re lie f funds and the 
o n ly  assistance ava ilab le  is sur­
plus com m odities. W P A  is begin­
n ing  to  m ake replacem ents, b u t 
the prospect is s lig h t th a t these 
w d l reduce g re a tly  the rese rvo ir 
o f  a c c u m u l a t e d  ce rtifica tions . 
Evidence of growing distress is 
seen in the increase of evictions, 
o f patients a t the pellagra clinic 
and the children’s hospital, and 
in irregular attendance a t school.

The c ity  is  fa c in g  a g re a t ly  re ­
duced budget fo r  the com ing 
year, bu t i t  seems u n lik e ly  th a t 
the re lie f s itua tion , c r it ic a l as i t  
is, w i l l  break th ro u g h  the surface 
o f pub lic  ap a thy  and the tra g ic  
d o c ility  o f the re lie f popu lation. 
P riva te  em ploym ent is  show ing 
a s lig h t im provem ent, b u t “ i t  
holds no prospect fo r  the tho u ­
sands who, w h ile  the y  w a it  fo r  
W P A  assignm ent, continue to  
live  in  w ays th a t no one b u t they 
can know .”  J

Apply, But No Relief 
CH IC AG O , H i.— The great m a­

jo rity  of form er W P A  workers
(Continued on Page 2)
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THE CHRYSLER SETTLEMENT

W hat the U nion Asked 
A nd  W hat They Got 
In  54-Day "Lockou t”

By G EORGE C LA R K E
The agreem ent signed by the 

C h rys le r C orpo ra tion  and the 
U n ited  A utom obile  W orke rs  
(C IO ) ending the 54-day " lo c k ­
o u t”  represents a m a jo r develop-1 
m ent fo r  the A m erican  labor 
movem ent. The ca lam ity-how lers , 
who have been p re d ic tin g  the  I 
death of the CIO  and its  proud­
est acquis ition , the auto w orkers  
union, received a m a jo r d isap­
po in tm ent. C onfron ted w ith  a 
m a jo r a tta ck  by one o f the “ B ig  
T hree" o f the auto in d u s try , the 
U A W -C IO  emerged fro m  the con­
f lic t  a fo rm idab le  power.

The C h rys le r C orpora tion  en­
te rta ined  some e x tra va g a n t i l lu ­
sions reg a rd ing  the union. The 
auto barons believed— they hoped 
— th a t the union had been w eak­
ened and- d is in teg ra ted  by years 
o f in te rn a l s trugg le  .and unem ­
p loym ent. Hence, they conclud­
ed, i f  we lock the w o rkers  ou t a t 
a tim e  when production  is high, 
the w o rke rs  w i l l  desert th e ir  o r­
ganizations and even m arch 
th rou gh  p icke t lines to  ge t in  a 
few  m onths o f steady pay.

The co rpora tion  was prepared 
to lose m illio ns  in p ro fits  a t the 
peak o f the season i f  the back­
bone o f the union could be b ro k ­
en. The in fam ous M ohaw k V a lle y  
fo rm u la  was tro tte d  ou t o f the 
dusty  files. E v e ry  fauce t o f p ro p ­
aganda was turned on fu l l  force. 
F u ll page paid advertisem ents 
appeared da ily  in  the local press. 
Business and professional men 
were c ircu la rized  by m a il w ith  a 
wad o f lies about the alleged 
crim es o f the union. C hrys ler 
dealers w'ere squeezed in to  a de­
nunc ia tion  o f the U A W . The fas ­
c is t spielers, Coughlin  and Ger­
ald L . K . S m ith , were am p ly  p ro ­
vided w ith  funds to  pour th e ir  
venom aga inst the w o rke rs  over 
the radio. A  huge m ee ting  was 
called to  organize fasc is t gangs. 
A  ba ck -to -w o rk  m ovem ent, w ith  
H om er M a rt in  and h is scab A F L  
o u tf i t  in  the leadership, was 
launched several tim es. M isg u id ­
ed Negro w o rke rs  were led 
th rou gh  the p icke t line in  an a t­
te m p t to provoke a race r io t. E v ­
en doddering G overnor D ick inson 
was dragged o ff his knees long 
enough to  th rea ten  N a tiona l 
Guard assistance to  s tr ike b re a k ­
ers.
C O M P A N Y  P L A N S  B R E A K  
ON U N IO N  ROCK

A nd ye t— a ll o f C h rys le r’s 
plans w ent w rong . The un ion re­
m ained solid as a rock. Despite 
five weeks o f p r iva tio n , denied 
unem ploym ent insurance by a 
C hrys le r stooge com m ittee, de­
nied re lie f except in the m ost 
m ise rly  a llo tm ents, the ranks o f 
the C h rys le r w o rke rs  were un ­
breakable. E ve ry  ru m o r o f scab 
m ovem ents b rough t thousands o f 
w o rke rs  to the p icke t line  before 
the Dodge m ain  p lan t. O nly a few  
days before the agreem ent was 
signed, 10,000 w o rkers  fo rm ed 
the la rge s t s tr ik e  line  ever seen 
in  D e tro it. F i f t y  thousand auto

ANNOUNCEMENTS
C O U P LE  desires fu rn ished  room 

in  B ronx  w ith  comrades. W r ite  
care of S. S tan ley, 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  Place, N.Y.C.

D O N ’T GO W H A C K Y ! th is  S at­
u rday n ig h t, December 16. Go 
H appy! a t the B ron x  B ranch ’s 
Game, P a r ty  and Surreale 
Dance. H eadquarte rs: 1334 
W ilk in s  Ave. (F reem an St. 
S ta tio n— 29 m inutes rrom  U n ­
ion Square.)

Y P S L  X M A S  S O C IA L— 916 9 th  
Ave., a t 59th St. M eet you un­
der the m istle toe a t the g re a t­
est a ffa ir  yet. Dancing, re fresh ­
ments, en te rta inm en t. A dm is ­
sion, 25 cents. Auspices, New 
Y o rk  D iv is io n  YPSL.

P R E -X M A S  S O C IA L  o f the Joe 
H il l  U n it  o f the YP S L. Games, 
D ancing, C om m un ity  Sing, E n ­
te rta in m e n t. W a s h i n g t o n  
H e igh ts  Y ou th  Center, 4374 
B roadw ay (187 S t.) 8:30 p.m., 
S atu rday, Dec. 16.

SCENES O F P A R T Y  L IF E  in  
m ovies: M a y  Day, Coughlin 
U n ion  Sq. stabbing, Y P S L  
h ike , etc. F ree refreshm ents, 
o r ig in a l games, dancing in  p r i­
va te  ba llroom . Sat. Dec. 16, a t 
118)1 E as t 49th St., B rook lyn . 
(I.R .T . to F la tbush  Ave., Boro 
P a rk  B ranch.)

U N S E R  W O R T w ith  the decla ra­
tio n  o f the I.K .D . on w a r is on 
the press; o rder i t  now.

W E  N E E D  M O N E Y  to  pay the 
p r in te r !  Send in yo u r advance 
orders fo r  the G erm an pam ­
ph le t by H . D av id : The New 
W o rld  W a r and the In te rn a ­
tio n a l La bo r M ovem ent. Th is 
extensive 60-page pam ph le t is 
an exce llent s tudy o f the p rob­
lem s and the tasks co n fro n tin g  
us today. 20 cents a copy. 
W r ite  to : B ox 137, Sta. D, 
N .Y.C.

W A N T E D : apartm ent to share 
w ith  or w ithout furniture, for 
couple. See S. Stanley, care of 
Socialist Appeal.

w o rke rs  jam m ed C adillac Square 
when i t  appeared the co rpora tion  
would take aggressive s tr ik e ­
b reak ing  steps.

The fro n ta l a tta c k  o f the auto 
barons was smashed decis ive ly by 
the C hrys le r w orkers. U nansw er­
able p roo f was given in  th is  f e t ­
tle  th a t the lesson o f un ionism  
has been burned so deeply in to  
fo rm e r "h ill-b il l ie s ”  and “ fa rm ­
ers" th a t on ly  a veritab le  c iv il 
w a r can b rin g  a re tu rn  to  the 
open shop days. The autom obile 
w o rke rs  un ion is a tow e r o f 
s treng th  a fte r  the C h rys le r s tr ik e  
and no boss in  the auto in d u s try  
w i l l  hence fo rth  l ig h t ly  p lay  w ith  
the no tion  th a t he can b reak the 
un ion by “ o ld-fash ioned”  m e th ­
ods.

The defeat o f C h rys le r p lans is 
a g re a t positive  achievem ent. The 
agreem ent re su ltin g  fro m  the 
strugg le , on the o the r hand, can­
no t be viewed in  such unqualified 
term s.
W H A T  T H E  U N IO N  
A C T U A L L Y  GOT

W h a t did the  un ion ge t?  H ow  
close did the un ion approach 
these demands a fte r  54 days o f 
the lockou t?  W hen considering 
the se ttlem ent i t  m ust be borne 
in m ind th a t a un ion ve ry  ra re ly  
gets eve ry th ing  i t  asks fo r  in  a 
s tr ike . B u t the exten t o f the com ­
prom ise is usu a lly  de term ined by 
the s treng th  o f the  union a t the 

! tim e  o f the settlem ent. The ranks 
o f the U A W  were in ta c t in  the 
C h rys le r " lo c k o u t” , the p icke t 
lines were the la rge s t ever seen 
in  D e tro it  on the eve o f the set­
tlem ent.

The co rpora tion  g ranted a gen­
era l three cents an hour wage in ­
crease. The union had demanded 
a 10 per cent wage increase. On­
ly  a few  classifications received 
th is  increase.

The co rpo ra tion  g ranted sole 
co llective  ba rga in ing  to  the 
U A W . The union asked fo r  the 
“ union shop” . I t  had a lready won 
“ sole co llective  b a rg a in in g ” by 
the huge m a jo r ity  vote i t  polled 
in  the N L R B  election before the 
lockout.

The corpora tion  conceded an 
im proved grievance procedure 
w hereby a com m ittee o f tw o  
fro m  the m anagem ent and tw o  
from  the un ion are to render de­
cisions on grievances w ith in  30 
days fro m  the tim e  they are sub­
m itted . The union asked fo r  a 
voice in  s e ttin g  p roduc tion  s tan ­
dards. The com pany re jected th is  
demand and re tu rned  the proce­
dure described above w h ich  union 
leaders c la im  re c tify  previous 
abuses.

The new agreem ent abolishes 
the “ n o -s tr ik e ”  clause. U nder its  
te rm s a s tr ik e  m ay be called five 
days a fte r  the un ion has com plied 
w ith  a ll the steps o f the g r ie v ­
ance procedure. T h is  is a decided 
advantage fro m  a propaganda 
po in t o f view. In  the past the 
corpora tion  could charge the 
union w ith  " ir re s p o n s ib ility ”  and 
v io la tio n  o f the agreem ent when 
the com pany made a s tr ik e  ines­
capable.
NO G A IN S  ON  
S E N IO R IT Y  IS S U E

The un ion did  no t ge t the s ix 
weeks se n io rity  clause. New 
w orkers , m o s tly  young m il ita n t  
elements, have l i t t le  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  establish the six m onths 
sen io rity  required by the agree­
m ent as i t  stands now. This 
w i l l  no t enhance the po p u la rity  
o f the un ion am ong thousands of 
young w o rke rs  who a ttr ib u te — 
fa lse ly— th e ir  fa ilu re  to  ge t stea­
dy jobs to un ion regulations.

The union did no t ge t the “ w a r 
s e n io r ity ”  prov is ion. I t  d id  no t 
ge t the vaca tion  w ith  pay. Th is 
ga in  had been w on by  sm alle r 
and w eaker local unions, in  the 
Bohn A lu m in u m  and P ackard 
p lants, th ro u g h  a tw o  and one- 
h a lf pe r cent yea rly  bonus.

To sum m arize: the un ion g a in ­
ed some substan tia l im p rove­
m ents in  b a rga in ing  procedure 
and some s lig h t concessions in 
wages. A nd  th a t ’s all.
L E A D E R S  F R IG H T E N E D  
B Y F D R  P R ESS U R E

I t  is c lear fro m  a comparison 
o f the te rm s o f the se ttlem ent 
w ith  the o rig in a l demands th a t 
P h ilip  M u rra y , F rankensteen and 
Thom as traded too much o f the 
w o rke rs ’ demands. The leadership 
o f the un ion was fr igh te ne d  by 
the pressure o f the W a r Deal ad­
m in is tra tio n . M u rra y  rushed in to  
D e tro it to conclude any k ind  of 
se ttlem ent q u ic k ly  so long as on­
ly  a few  concessions could be 
gained to ju s t i fy  i t  in  the w o rk ­
e rs ’ eyes. The w o rke rs  were rea­
dy to  f ig h t. The C IO  leadership 
was prepared to  cap itu la te . The 
ranks were no t organized to  push 
the leadership. Hence the se ttle ­
m en t on poor term s, fa r  below 
those w h ich  m ig h t have been 
gained fro m  the s trugg le .

W hy, then, d id  the w o rkers  
vote in  th e ir  loca l unions w ith  
such u n a n im ity  fo r  the accept­
ance o f the agreem ent? I t  is no t

FDR Forgets the ' Forgotten M an '
(Continued from Page 1)

“ seem to have had to  app ly fo r 
re lie f.”  However, because o f d ras­
tic  in ta ke  policies imposed on 
pub lic  agencies by financ ia l s tr in ­
gency, m any o f them  are ru led 
ine lig ib le . Those who have been 
accepted fo r  re lie f s ink  in to  the 
re lie f popu la tion  w h ich  fo r  the 
th ird  successive m on th  has ex is t­
ed on allowances 35% below m in ­
im um  subsistence budgets.

Fam ily society and settlement 
workers report that the W P A  
layoff has added to a relief situa­
tion “already shocking.” “There 
is suffering. There is lack of food. 
There is much distress and anxi­
ety. So great is the overcrowding 
of the relief offices that, long I 
waits are inevitable. The people 
feel their u tter helplessness and 
endure with unblievable patience. 
They can see no way out.”

D E N V E R , Colo. -Some 98% of 
those la id  o ff under the eighteen- 
m onths requ irem ent have been 
rece rtified  fo r  W P A , b u t ve ry  few  
have been re insta ted and, because 
o f the shortage o f funds, on ly 
about 40% have been accepted 
fo r  re lie f. “ W h a t is happening to 
the o ther 60% no one seems to 
kno w .”  Funds fo r  general re lie f 
are so lim ite d  th a t g ran ts  am ount 
to on ly  40% o f m in im um  budget 
requirem ents. Unless m ore funds 
are found “ there w ill be serious 
su ffe ring  d u rin g  the w in te r 
m onths.”

No Relief A t A ll
HO USTO N, Texas— W P A  la y ­

offs  occurred aga inst a back­
ground o f no general pub lic  as-

enough to say th a t the y  lacked 
leadership o f th e ir  own. Sponta­
neous resistance w ou ld  have cer­
ta in ly  arisen under o th e r c ircu m ­
stances.' In  these conditions lies 
the s ignificance o f the C hrys ler 
s tr ik e  fro m  a broader standpo in t.

The w o rke rs  d id  no t fee l th a t 
the demands pressed by the un­
ion leadership over the con fer­
ence tab le  w a rran te d  a con tinua­
tion  o f the s trugg le . The w o rk ­
ers wranted the th ir t y  hour week 
a t fo r ty  hours pay as they  so 
ove rw he lm ing ly  ind ica ted a t the 
U A W  convention las t A p r il.  Con­
d itions o f perm anent unem ploy­
m ent fo r  a la rge  section o f auto 
w o rke rs  and on ly  in te rm itte n t 
em p loym ent fo r  those m ore fo r ­
tunate, p u t the 30-hour week a t 
the ve ry  he a rt o f the auto w o rk ­
ers strugg les. The U A W  leader­
ship has no t lif te d  a fing e r— be­
sides a few  a rtic les  in  the U n ited  
A u to  W o rke r— to  f ig h t fo r  th is  
demand— sicne the convention.

The auto w o rke rs  w anted a 
substan tia l increase in  wages. 
T h is  demand was buried fo r  a l­
m ost the en tire  du ra tio n  o f the 
“ lo cko u t”  and f in a lly  raised 
tow ards the la s t few  days in  the 
pub lic  press bu t on ly  in  a horse­
tra d in g  m anner. To fo rce  a  ten 
per cent wage increase fo r  the 
C hrys le r w o rke rs  i t  was neces­
sary  to organize a m ilitant 
s tr ike . The U A W  leaders surren­
dered th is  p o licy  fo r  the dubious 
advantage o f unem ploym ent in ­
surance. W h ich  the w o rke rs  d id­
n ’t  get.

The rea l demands were lo s t in 
the loud p u b lic ity  o f the un ion fo r  
a union shop and a voice in  con­
tro l of production. B u t the  w o rk ­
ers were com ple te ly  baffled when, 
a fte r  a few  days, the ne go tia ting  
com m ittee p u b lic ly  announced 
th a t they had w ith d ra w n  both 
these demands.
T H E  N E W  S TR A T E G Y  
O F  T H E  BOSSES

W h a t then was the s trugg le  
about? T h a t was precise ly the 
question the corpora tion  was a t­
tem p tin g  to  ge t the w o rke rs  to 
ask. The same s tra te g y  was used j 
in  the General m otors s tr ik e  ear­
ly  las t sum m er. The w orkers  
were ou t on s tr ik e  fo r  several 
weeks. They go t on ly  a few  m inor 
concessions in  the agreem ent— 
and fo r  th a t m a tte r the o rig in a l 
demands did no t represent the 
basic im provem ents required by 
the w orkers.

The corpora tions are la y in g  the 
g roundw ork  by th is  s tra te g y  fo r  
a mass revu ls ion aga ins t the  un­
ions. They th ro w  the onus fo r  the 
long weeks o f p r iv a tio n  on the 
unions, and a t the conclusion 
when they refuse to  g ra n t decent 
concessions, they ask the ques­
tio n : w h a t do you get o u t o f the 
union bu t a sw 'ift k ic k  in  the 
tee th?

I t  is a fu t ile  business a t a t ­
tem p t to  counteract th is  propa­
ganda by foam ing  a t the m outh  
a t com pany lies. The w orkers  
w a n t results. They are w ill in g  to 
figh t, bu t they w a n t th e ir  figh ts  
to be f r u it fu l.  They are ready to 
be defeated, i f  necessary, i f  on ly  
the s trugg le  is organized on real 
basic demands.

The corpora tions are p repa ring  
a trem endous debacle fo r  the au­
to w orkers. The union leadership 
by its  weak, v a c illa tin g  and cap­
itu la t io n is t  p o licy  is  fa c il l i ta t in g  
the game o f the au to  Barons.

O nly a ra n k  and file  progres­
sive organ iza tion  o f au to w o rke rs  
can force the U A W  leadership to 
organize the auto w o rke rs ’ s tru g ­
gles on the basis o f bold de­
mands, can c a rry  the s trugg les 
th rou gh  m il ita n t ly  and defeat 
the bosses on the m a jo r issues o f 
the day.

The rank and file must begin.

sistance fo r  em ployable cases. 
The men who came under the 
eighteen-m onth clause a t f irs t 
took the la yo ff as a vaca tion  “ bu t 
had a rude aw aken ing when they 
found th a t re ins ta tem ent was 
n e ith e r . p ro m p t n o r ce rta in .” 
Those who applied fo r  re lie f got 
a m on th ’s issue o f surp lus com ­
m odities. “ I t  seems u n lik e ly  th a t 
m ore than 10% o f the layoffs  can 
do an y th in g  bu t w a it fo r  doub tfu l 
W P A  re insta tem ent. How  do they 
live ?  You te ll me.”

K A N S A S  C IT Y , Mo. — W P A  
layoffs  in  A ug us t numbered a b o u t, 
2,500; since Jan ua ry  there has j 
been a continuous reduction to - ■ 
ta lin g  about 7,000. The s itu a tio n  1 
is com plicated by an A ug us t 1 
ru lin g  o f the state re lie f office re ­
q u ir in g  local offices to e lim ina te  
a ll fam ilies  w ith  any em ployable 
member. T h is  ru lin g  has served 
to bar W P A  layoffs from  re lie f 
and has created “ the m ost de­
pressing and acute s itu a tio n  since 
the onset o f the depression.”

A Double Purge
ST. LO U IS , M o.— A  “ pu rge”  of 

a ll re lie f fam ilies  w ith  one em ­
ployable m em ber was coincident 
w ith  the W P A  layo ff. The W P A  
la yo ff served to  make m ore so a 
s itua tion  a lready acute. “ I t  is

TROTSKY RAPS 
PRESS LIES ON 
DIES QUERY

(Continued from Page I )
“ Leon T ro tsky , M exico C ity , 
“ Dies Com m ittee of the U n ited  

S tates House o f Representatives 
in v ites  you to appear as w itness 
before i t  in  the c ity  o f A ustin . 
Texas. C ity  designated w ith  a 
v iew  to yo u r personal conven­
ience. . . . The C om m ittee desires 
to  have a com plete record o f the 
h is to ry  o f S ta lin ism  and inv ites  
you to  answer questions w h ich  
can be subm itted  to  you in  ad­
vance i f  you so desire. Y ou r name 
has been m entioned frequ en tly  by 
such w itnesses as B row der and 
Foster. T h is  Com m ittee w il l  ac­
cord you o p p o rtu n ity  to answer 
th e ir  charges. . . .”

“ J. B. M atthew s, C h ief In v e s ti­
ga to r, Special Com m ittee on 
U n -A m erican  A c tiv it ie s .” 

Independently  o f the p o lit ic a l 
tendency of the C ha irm an o f th is  
Com m ittee, I  could no t find  i t  
perm issib le to avoid appearing as 
a w itness in a pub lic  investiga ­
tion . M y  answer was:

“ I  accept y o u r in v ita t io n  as a 
p o lit ic a l duty. . . .”

Exposes Press Lies 
I t  was a m a tte r thus o f m y  tes­

tim o n y  about the “ h is to ry  of 
S ta lin ism ”  bu t in no case about 
the inne r life  o f the L a tin -A m e r- 
ican countries. I  have never had 
and I  don’t  have a sing le  docu­
m ent concern ing the a c tiv itie s  o f 
the L a tin -A m e rica n  Com m unists 
o r the o il question, and I  could in  
no w ay present a n y th in g  on th is  
before the Com m ittee. None o f 
its  representatives have v is ited 
me in  M exico. I  have never had 
and I  don’t  have any connection 
w ith  the unm asking o f the real 
o r pretended plans o f the L a tin -  
A m erican Com m unists.

I f  I  should a c tu a lly  have to ap­
pear as a w itness before the Dies 
Com m ittee o f the House of Rep­
resentatives i t  would be upon the 
questions specified in  the above- 
quoted te legram  bearing the s ig ­
na tu re  o f M r. M atthew s. A l l  the 
rest represents, as I  have said, 
the p roduct o f a fab rica tio n . 
Coyoacan, D.F. L. Trotsky
December 7, 1939

JOBLESS FORCE 
RELIEF IN 
CLEVELAND

(Continued from Page 1)
A fte r  ho ld ing a ll sorts o f cau­

cuses am ong themselves, and con­
fabs w ith  the unemployed dele­
ga tion , the president o f the Coun­
c il f in a lly  called the session to 
o rder and pu b lic ly  requested the 
unemployed to  leave th e ir  ban­
ners outside.

A rt Preis Speaks 
A r t  Preis, representative o f the 

Federal W orke rs  U nion, then 
took the floo r in  sp ite  o f the a t­
tem pts o f the council cha irm an to 
rap h im  down, and s ta ted th a t 
the banners would be le f t  outside 
on ly  under com pulsion and under 
protest. The session f in a lly  go t 
under w ay a fte r  the p icketers re­
moved the banners fro m  the 
council chambers under heavy po­
lice escort.

The res to ra tion  o f fu l l  re lie f in  
Cleveland, inc lud ing  re lie f fo r  the 
14,000 single men and women and 
child less couples who had been 
e n tire ly  cu t off, is  a rea l v ic to ry  
fo r  the w o rke rs  o f Cleveland and 
real tes tim ony to  the effective­
ness o f  mass action.

Another Crisis Coming 
F o llow ing  the ad jou rnm en t o f 

the Council session, a mass m eet-

hard to estim ate the exten t of 
su ffe ring , bu t there are m any au­
then tica ted  instances o f extrem e 
p riva tio n . P ove rty  is no t new to 
these people and they are ‘g e ttin g  
by ’ as they have in o th e r crises, 
appealing to churches, se ttlem ent 
houses, schools, even to the po­
lice, p ic k in g  up food (po lite  fo r  
'scavenging ') where they can find 
it. The fa c t th a t they  are in a r t ic ­
u la te  and m ake no fo rce fu l p ro - : 
test b lu rs  the acuteness o f the 
problem  and makes i t  easy fo r  I 
the pub lic  to  believe th a t 'every­
th in g  is a ll r ig h t. '

ST. P A U L , M inn. — F o llow ing  
the m idsum m er announcements 
o f im pend ing layoffs  there were 
s tr ikes  on p ra c tic a lly  every p ro j­
ect in the c ity  and county. The 
s tr ik e rs  were o rderly , “ bu t seem­
ed to lack leadership and to be 
confused as to  th e ir  ob jectives.”

P ub lic  agencies have had a 
"sizeable increase in app lica­
tions. In ta ke  policies have been 
tigh tened and acceptance is re­
lu c ta n t. R e lie f funds are run n ing  
low. “ There ’s a long cold w in te r 
ahead and the fue l bins are em p­
ty -"

Toledo Stops Relief
TO LED O , Ohio- W P A  policies 

have aggravated an a lready seri­

ous re lie f s itua tion . W hen about 
2,000 were la id  o ff W P A , re lie f 
ro lls  im m ed ia te ly  increased by 
about 1,000, bu t no t a ll can be 
a ttr ib u te d  to  W P A . W h a t became 
o f the o the r W P A  people is no t 
known.

The re lie f cris is  became acute 
a fte r  a proposed special ta x  levy 
fo r  re lie f purposes was voted 
down. On September 22 the c ity , 
unable to  m eet its  share o f re lie f 
expenditu re , d iscontinued re lie f. 
“ No so lu tion  is in  s ig h t.”

The Nation’s Capital
W A S H IN G T O N , D. C. The 

layoffs  “ were accepted q u ie tly ," 
the w o rke rs  confident th a t a t the 
end o f 30 days they "w ou ld  go 
r ig h t  back to w o rk .”  T h e ir f irs t  
jo lt  came when they found th a t 
“ i t  wasn’t  lik e  th a t ” ; th e ir  second 
when they found how long they 
m ust w a it before they could be 
considered fo r  re lie f. To s ta ff lim ­
ita tio ns  in  the pub lic  departm ent 
are a ttr ib u te d  the la rge num ber 
o f app lican ts a w a itin g  in te rv ie w  
and investiga tion . P robab ly a 
th ird  o f them  are fro m  W P A . 
"A n  increasing num ber o f evic­
tions would ind ica te  th a t the re  
is actua l su ffe rin g .”

ing  o f the unemployed was held 
on the C ity  H a ll steps, where 
speakers warned the w o rkers  
th a t today ’s v ic to ry  was on ly 
tem po ra ry  and to im m ed ia te ly  
prepare steps fo r  fu r th e r  action  
to p reven t a recurrence o f the 
cris is  in  another m onth.

The W orke rs  A lliance, S ta lin ­
ist-dom ina ted unemployed union, 
was again conspicuous by its  ab­
sence a t the dem onstra tion , 
w h ich  spells the end o f its  in flu ­
ence and m islcadership among 
the Cleveland unemployed.

UNIONS FIGHT 
FBI FRAMEUP

(Continued from  Page 1)

analyze the testimony, the evi­
dence ; they didn't argue about 
which of the 25 W P A  strikers 
on tria l were innocent or guil­
ty and of what specific acts 
they were innocent or guilty. 
No, according to the stories 
the jurors themselves tell, they
sat around in an amiable 
mood, discussing w h ich  defend­
an t p u t up a “ c lever”  defense, 
who to ld  “ the best s to ry ” . F o r as 
fa r  as th a t ju r y  was concerned, 
the defendants were g u ilty  even 
before the t r ia l  go t under w ay—  
before the ju ro rs  a rrived  in  
M inneapolis.

W hen W ash ing ton  stages a 
"M oscow  t r ia l , ”  i t  is m uch clev­
erer than Moscow. I t  pe rm its  the 
defendants to defend themselves. 
I t  doesn’t  use the th ird -degree o r 
s o lita ry  confinem ent o r d ic ta te  to  
the defendants w h a t they m ust 
say. I t  ju s t does one l i t t le  th in g

i t  p icks its  ju rie s  ve ry  ca re fu l­
ly, under a procedure in  federal 
cou rts  w h ich  pe rm its  v ir tu a l 
hand-p ick ing . L ik e  good M a rx ­
ists, the federa l governm ent un­
derstands th a t the class p re ju ­
dices o f w e ll-o ff fa rm ers  and 
sm all tow n business men ju s t 
about pa ra lle l the pre judices o f | 
the ve ry  w ea lthy. T h is  is an im -| 
p o rta n t reason w hy convictions 
in  federa l cou rt run  abou t 98 per 
cent o f those tr ie d ; in  labo r cases, 
a b it higher.

The M innesota S tate Federa­
tion  o f Labo r has donated $1,000 
to  the Defense C om m ittee, plus 
over $500 collected fro m  out- 
sta te  locals. The M inneapo lis 
C entra l Labo r U n ion  and General 
D riv e rs  Local 544 have each do­
nated another thousand and the 
M ilk  D rive rs  Un ion has agreed 
to  g ive a sizeable sum.

In  the m eantim e the W P A  De­
fense C om m ittee  is pushing its  
fu n d -ra is in g  cam paign in  order 
to bo prepared fo r  any con tingen­
cy. Should sentencing take place, 
the defense a tto rneys w i l l  p rob­
ab ly  ask the co u rt to  p e rm it ap­
peal o f one o r tw o  o f the cases 
and hold execution o f the sen­
tence on others u n t il the fa te  of 
the appeal is determ ined. In  th is  
way, the cost o f appeal w i l l  be 
g re a tly  lowered. The whole trans ­
c r ip t  in  the th ird  t r ia l alone 
would cost about $6,000.

The A F L -W P A  Defense Com­
m ittee  welcomes con tribu tions  
fro m  s is te r unions everywhere. 
Funds and reso lu tions o f support 
should be m ailed to L. C la ir John­
son, secre ta ry-treasu rer, care of 
C entra l Labo r U n ion, 18 N. 8th  
St., M inneapolis. The federa l gov­
ernm ent is t ry in g  to  m ake a 
"h o rr ib le  exam ple”  o f the M inne ­
apolis unemployed. O rganized la ­
bor can’t  a ffo rd  to  pass up th is  
op po rtu n ity . We w on’t  have m any 
more opportun ities  unless we 
shove th is  whole “ conspiracy”  
fram e-up  down the th ro a ts  of 
those who cooked i t  up.

N E W  Y E A R ’S R E V E L

Dance and 
Entertainment

A T  IR V IN G  P L A Z A
Irv in g - Place &  15th S tree t 

Mew Y o rk , N. Y.

Sat., Dec. 30, 1939
B e g inn ing  a t  8 :30 P.M . u n til 

the wee hours.
Adm: 49c A t Door: 65c

Auspices :
S O C IA L IS T  W O R K E R S  

P A R T Y — LO C AL, N E W  Y O R K

TOLEDO UNEMPLOY­
ED FACE EVICTIONS

(Continued from Page 1)
are thus deprived o f even th is  
lu x u ry . The B lade buries a ll s to r­
ies on the re lie f c ris is  in  the back 
pages o f the paper. Toledoans 
have to  read ou t o f tow n papers 
to get the fac ts  on the s itua tion .

E v e ry  session o f the c ity  coun­
c il has developed in to  an a tte m p t 
to see who can s h if t  responsib il­
i ty  fu rth e s t. The county is b lam ­
ed, o r the state, o r the Federal 
governm ent— a n y th in g  except to 
feed the unemployed.

There is a dangerous tendency 
am ong Toledo’s trade  un ion lead­
ers to  tab le o r bu ry  in  com m ittee 
reso lu tions proposing mass action 
against s ta rva tio n . The union 
com m ittees w h ich  have attended 
c ity  council sessions have been 
ready to  be satisfied w ith  the c i­
ty  fa th e rs ’ cries o f no money.

XMAS EVE PARTY
U P P E R  W E S T  S ID E  

H E A D Q U A R T E R S  
9111 9th Avenue. N ew  Y o rk , N .Y . 
S U N D A Y , DEC  24, 1939

8:30 P.M. a t
D A N C I N G  G A M E S

A dm ission : 25c
Auspices :

U pper W est Side Branch 
Local New Y o rk

“ The F lin t  branch reg re ts  ve ry  
deeply the necessity o f re tu rn in g  
to the w eekly Appeal. However, 
regre ts w i l l  no t rem edy the s itu ­
ation, and we believe we can a l­
lev ia te  th is  s itua tion  on ly  by fo l­
low ing  up the shock o f the re ­
tu rn  to the once-a-week Appeal 
w ith  a redoubled cam paign fo r  
subscrip tions.

“ O ur rep ly  to a ll those who 
po in t a f in g e r and say ‘I  to ld  you 
so’ is the enclosed neat l i t t le  
package o f seven subs. I  hope a ll 
branches give s im ila r  f ig h tin g  re ­
sponses to ou r press needs.

“ L e t i t  be recorded th a t our 
press has suffered a tem po ra ry  
sct-back, fo llow ed by doubled and 
trip le d  e ffo rts  o f a determ ined 
m embership, w h ich  w il l  qu ick ly  
lead back to  the pub lica tion  o f a 
tw ice -w cek ly  Appea l."

— Jules Geller, F lin t, M id i.
We have sent a le tte r  to each 

lite ra tu re  agent in the cou n try  
exp la in ing  the necessity fo r  ev­
e ry  branch to  increase the bundle 
o rd e r o f the w eekly Appeal, and 
likew ise to  organize a ho liday 
subscrip tion  cam paign based on 
the special g i f t  com binations. The 
g i f t  com binations are advertised 
in th is  w eek’s Appeal. Th is o ffer 
w ill la s t from  today u n t il Decem­
ber 31, w h ich  gives a il branches 
p len ty  o f tim e  to take advantage 
o f th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to increase 
subscrip tions.

Increased bundle orders and in ­
creased subscrip tions— these are 
tw o  necessities w h ich  w il l  gu a r­
antee an ea rly  re tu rn  to  the 
tw ice -w eek ly .

* * *

The fo llo w in g  branches came 
th rou gh  w ith  subscrip tions las t
w eek:

F L IN T  ...................................  7
New  Y o rk  C i t y .................... 4
L yn n  ........................................ 3
St. Pau l .................................  2
Boston ...................................  2
Chicago .................................  2
Y oungstow n ........................  2
San F rancisco ......................  1
Toledo .....................................  1
W a te rb u ry  ............................. 1
Los Angeles ........................  1
B a ltim o re  . . .  . 4 .................... 1
W ash ing ton, D. C ....................1
F ore ign  .................................  1

T o ta l ..............................29

The sincere e ffo rt of the F lin t  
branch is the f irs t  w o r th y  re ­
sponse to the changed s itu a tio n  
o f the Appeal. No sooner had we 
in fo rm ed the branches o f the ne­
cessity to te m p o ra rily  re tre a t 
than th is  splendid response came 
th rough . W c are sure th a t every 
single branch of the cou n try  w ill 
m ake s im ila r  e ffo rts  so th a t ou r 
re tu rn  fro m  the sem i-w eekly w i l l  
be o f the shortest possible du ra ­
tion.

M o d e rn  B o o k s h o p
27 U N IV E R S IT Y  PLACE 

N E W  Y O R K , N. Y.
Telephone GRamercy 3-0917

Special C om b ina tion  O ffers
1 .

TROTSKY’ RUSSIAN REVOLUTION $2.g5 or
IN STALIN'S SECRET SERVICE 

by Krivitsky 3.00 or
VAMPIRE ECONOMY by Reimann 3.00

in combination until
LIVING THOUGHTS OF MARX by Trotsky 1.00

Both for $3.20 
2.

DAYS OE OUR YEARS 
by Pierre Pan Paascn ,$3-5o or

ENDING OF HEREDITARY AMERICAN 
FORTUNES by Gustavns Myers 3.5o

until
LIVING  THOUGHTS OF MARX 1.00

Both for $3.60 
3.

STALIN by Sourarine $3.75 
until

LIV IN G  THOUGHTS 1.00
Both for $3.80

•

Special Sale of New and Used Books,
29c, 49c, 69c, 89c.

•

V is it our C IR C U LA T IN G  L IB R A R Y  
Latest fiction and non-fiction 

10c for first 3 days No deposit
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P eriod ica lly  one comes across sta tem ents in  
the Negro press, m ore o ften one hears rem arks 
fro m  in d iv id u a l Negroes, w h ich  be tray w ith  w h a t 
fa c i l i ty  some Negro po litic ian s  s lip in to  rac ia l 
chauvin ism  to cover po litica l ba nkrup tcy . The 
la te s t add ition  to the lis t  is Roy W ilk in s .

Roy W ilk in s  is the ed ito r o f The Crisis, w rite s  
a w eekly colum n in  the A m sterdam  News, and is 
know n everywhere as a “ progressive”  person.. 
He, w ith  o th e r Negro in te llec tua ls , was a g rea t 
fr ie n d  of the S ta lin is ts  in  the days when they 
were roo ting  fo r  “ F .D .R .," th ro w in g  th e ir  cloaks 
in the m ud fo r  E leanor Roosevelt to w a lk  on, 
and fra te rn iz in g  w ith  Negro bishops and F a th e r 
D iv ine  as the fu tu re  leaders o f N egro em ancipa­
tion. A ll these rasca lly  tools o f S ta lin  were a fte r  
was to get A m erica  in to  w a r w ith  H itle r , then 
S ta lin ’s enemy. The m om ent S ta lin  came to 
te rm s w ith  H itle r , the S ta lin is ts  began to  see 
th a t the w a r aga inst H it le r  was n o t so good a fte r  
a ll, th a t in fa c t i t  was a ve ry  bad w a r— i t  was 
an im p e ria lis t w ar. They opened fire  on F.D.R., 
E leanor, M urphy , and a ll th e ir  old friends, and 
sure as day they are go ing to in s tru c t Ford, 
Patterson, R ichard  M oore and the o ther Negro 
B row ders to  pour a special stream  o f abuse on 
W a lte r W h ite , Roy W ilk in s , and the o ther Negro 
New  Dealers, whom  no t fo u r m onths ago the 
S ta lin is ts  fla tte red  and faw ned upon.

The Bedfellows Part
N ow  the New Dealers are b itte r. E leanor, in  

p a rtic u la r, is ve ry  b itte r. She says the S ta lin is ts  
“ ough t to go to Russia.”  One day she w ill, even 
send a le tte r  to D avid Lasser of the W orkers  
A lliance, res ign ing  her honorary mem bership, 
unless Dave Lasser f irs t  expels her. A ll the lib e r­
als, once friends  o f the S ta lin is ts , are now ho w l­
ing  fo r  th e ir  blood. A nd  h igh  am ong them is 
Roy W ilk in s . He cursed the H itle r -S ta lin  pact 
and now, in  his co lum n in  the A m sterdam  News 
o f Novem ber 9th, he denounces the invasion o f 
F in lan d  and the lies o f M olotov.

The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l denounces and w ill 
continue to denounce the polic ies o f Moscow, 
w h ich  rem ain the chief obstacle in  the w o rk in g  
class on the road o f the w o rld  re vo lu tion  and 
the em ancipation o f the w orkers. B u t we are no 
supporters o f M annerheim  and the F inn ish  bo u r­
geoisie, who in  1918-1919 massacred F inn ish  
w o rke rs  by the thousands. N o w ord  of th is  ap­
pears in  W ilk in s ’ com m ent. He is fo r  M anne r­
heim  aga inst S ta lin . W ilk in s  is no revo lu tiona ry  
and has the same ideas about po litics  as the 
Roosevelts, A tto rney-G ene ra l M urphy, and the 
whole gang o f New  Dealers, w h ite  and black.

W ha t, however, is  m ost revea ling  is the la s t 
pa rag raph o f h is column. In  i t  he says:

“ Aside fro m  e ve ry th in g  else, th is  means 
th a t the d a rk  b ro th e r in  A m erica , w ho had 
been hoping fo r  the emergence o f some in ­
te rna tion a l leadership sym pa the tic  to  his 
problem s, m ust tu rn  elsewhere, fo r  the op­
po rtun ism  o f the S ta lin ite s  is on a pa r w ith  
the opportun ism  o f the Republican pa rty . 
B o th  have tossed the b ro th e r overboard as 
soon as they  go t w h a t they wanted fro m  
h im .”

Wilkins Deceives the Negroes
T h is  is one o f the m ost m ischievous and despic­

able m isstatem ents th a t could be made by a man 
in  W ilk in s ’ position. In  w h a t w ay have the S ta l­
in is ts , scoundrels though  they are, tossed the 
b lack b ro th e r overboard when they go t w h a t they  
w anted fro m  h im ?  S ta lin  and the bureaucrats 
exiled T ro tsky , a w h ite  man, and m urdered near­
ly  every m em ber o f h is fa m ily . They shot Z ino ­
viev, Kamenev, R ykov, Tom sky, B ucharin , Yago- 
da, and thousands upon thousands o f o ther Rus­
sians, a ll w h ite  men. A s W ilk in s  knows, they  m as­
sacred the Spanish revo lu tion is ts , w h ite  people 
a ll. W hen they w anted to  push A m erica  jn to  w a r 
aga inst H itle r , they became New  Dealers, they 
praised the “ democracies,”  they said they w ou ld  
make cap ita lism  w o rk , they shook hands w ith  
W ilk in s  and presented th e ir  foreheads to be bless­
ed by F a th e r D iv ine  and the behinds to  be k icked 
by W a lte r W h ite .

N ow  th a t  they w a n t to  keep A m erica  fro m  go­
in g  to  w a r w ith  H itle r , they abuse Roosevelt, 
they curse the New  Deal, they condemn ca p ita l­
ism, they use phrases about socialism , and they 
open up a b ig  drive  in  H a rlem  to  recapture the 
n a tu ra l m ilita n c y  o f the Negroes. A ll th is  is p a r t 
o f the S ta lin is t po licy.

B u t how can W ilk in s  say th a t they have spe­
c if ic a lly  used the b lack m an and now w a n t to 
drop h im  when they  have no more use fo r  h im ?  
W ilk in s  has com m itted  a g re a t c rim e against the 
N egro people.

Why Wilkins Raises the Race Issue
Today, in  the w o rld  cris is  we face, we need 

u n ity  in  the w o rk in g  class, p a r tic u la r ly  between 
b lack and w h ite . The w o rkers  m ay d iffe r among 
themselves, th is  one S ta lin is t, the o th e r one So­
c ia lis t, another T ro ts k y ite , etc. B u t aga inst the 
c a p ita lis t class and th e ir  c a p ita lis t w a r  we m ust 
be united. W e o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l know  
the S ta lin is ts  fo r  the treacherous co rru p tio n  th a t 
they are. We po in t ou t th e ir  p o lit ic a l crim es, the 
p o lit ic a l reasons fo r  them , and we ask the w o rk ­
ers to  break w ith  them.

B u t W ilk in s , who ough t to  know  be tte r, says to 
the Negroes, “ I t  is  m ere ly  some m ore w h ites  fo o l­
in g  the Negroes aga in .”  W h ile  some D e tro it  N eg­
roes p rin ted  leafle ts and d is tr ib u te d  them  to  the 
N egro  w o rkers  te ll in g  them  no t to scab on the 
w h ite  w orkers, thereby bu ild in g  up class so lida r­
ity ,  W ilk in s  goes ou t o f his w ay to  m ake the 
S ta lin is t crim es a race question and thus accent­
uate rac ia l differences.

E ve ry  Negro w orker, w ith  three hundred years 
of oppression behind h im , is n a tu ra lly  inclined 
to see race pre jud ice in  every p o lit ic a l move. T ha t 
is understandable. W e m ust exp la in . W ilk in s  de­
libe ra te ly  confuses. A nd  w h y?  Because he is no t 
a M a rx is t;  he is no t a revo lu tiona ry . He is bour­
geois to  the bone. He, lik e  so m any others, w a n t­
ed to be im p e ria lis t w ith  Roosevelt and p lay  a t 
being revo lu tiona ry  w ith  the S ta lin is ts . B u t the 
S ta lin is ts  have on ly  one god— S ta lin . They get 
th e ir  orders and they leave a ll the New  Dealers 
naked. W ilk in s  has no th in g  to  fa ll back on. B u t 
he knows one c ry  w h ich  w i l l  a lw ays catch the 
ears o f Negroes— “ Race. They do i t  because we 
are b lack .”  ’

In  re a lity  the rac ia l t r a ito r  is no t the S ta lin is t, 
who tw is ts  h is po licy fo r  reac tiona ry  p o lit ic a l 
reasons, b u t W ilk in s  h im self. Yes, W ilk in s  h im ­
self, w ho uses the race issue to cover up his po­
li t ic a l ba nkrup tcy .

3

A  Page from Finnish History 

Wholesale Massacre o f Finland’s 
W orkers Made 'Republic' Possible

By VICTOR SERGE
(Concluded fro m  las t week) 
(F in la n d  secured its  indepen­

dence as a resu lt o f the O cto­
ber Russian R evolu tion . F a ta l­
ly  m isunderstand ing the  laws 
o f the class s trugg le , the so­
c ia l dem ocrats set up an “ Ideal 
Dem ocracy”  w h ich  le f t  un­
touched the  p ro pe rty  and, con­
sequently, the power o f the 
bourgeoisie. Kuusinen, who, a t 
the head o f the social demo­
cra ts, led the F in n ish  w o rkers  
to  d isaster then, is the same 
Kuusinen who now heads S ta l­
in ’s hand-picked “ governm ent”  
in F in land. In  both roles he ex­
em plified his h o s tility  to  the 
rea l soc ia lis t revo lu tion . M an­
nerheim , who led the W liito s  
aga inst the Iteds in  1918, leads 
the  F inn ish  A rm y  today.— E d i­
to rs ).

*  *  *

T  h e bourgeoisie d i s p la  y  e d 
much g rea te r rea lism  than  the 
social dem ocrats. I t  im m ed ia te ly  
set on foo t a sm all W h ite  arm y, 
the backbone o f w h ich  was the 
27th Jaegers b a tta lio n  o f the 
Germ an a rm y, composed of 
young F inns — about five  th o u ­
sand a ltoge ther. A  fo rm e r gen­
e ra l o f the Russian a rm y, a 
fjwcde by b ir th , M annerheim , 
took com m and o f these troops 
and prom ised to  “ re-establish law  
and order in  fifte en  days.”

A t  the beg inn ing o f ho s tilitie s  
the Red G uard was composed of 
o n ly  fifteen  hundred po o rly  a rm ­
ed men. The W hites, who were 
m asters o f the B o thn ian  G u lf c i­
ties in  add ition  to  the ag ra ria n  
provinces, took the offensive 
along a f ro n t  th a t stretched fro m  
the G u lf o f B o thn ia  to  Lake L a ­
doga.

There were Russian garrisons 
in the c ities o f Sveaborg, V ybo rg  
and T am m crfo rs . A  section o f the 
B a ltic  fleet was anchored in  H e l­
singfors. A ntonov - Ovseyenko, 
S m ilga  and Dybenko had form ed 
Bolshevik organ iza tions among 
these troops and sailors. The Rus­
sian ga rrison  a t Tnm m erfors , 
commanded by the revo lu tiona ry  
officer Svechnikov, repulsed Man- 
nerhe im ’s f i r s t  a ttacks. Thus p ro ­
tected by the Russians, the F in ­
nish Red G uard could have armed 
and organized. B u t a t th is  m o­
m ent the B re s t-L ito v s k  tre a ty  
forced the Soviet Republic to 
w ith d ra w  its  troops.

G E R M A N Y  T U R N S  T H E  
T ID E  O F  B A T T L E

There rem ained on ly  a tho u ­
sand o r so vo lunteers in co rp o r­
ated in  the Red Guard. Svechni­
kov toge ther w ith  a F inn ish  so­
c ia lis t, E ro  Happolinen, d irected 
the operations. The governm ent’s

e ffo rts  a t o rgan iza tion , fro m  Jan­
uary 15 u n til A p r i l 1, resulted in 
a w o rke rs ’ a rm y  o f about s ix ty  
thousand men ( th ir t y  thousand 
o f them  in reserve), and in nu­
merous p a r t ia l ly  successful b a t­
tles.

The leader o f the W h ite  gov­
ernm ent, S v inhu fvud, obtained 
the help of the Kaiser. T w en ty  
thousand G erm an soldiers under 
von der G oltz d isem barked a t H a ­
gue, H e ls ing fo rs  and Loviza, ta k ­
ing the Reds fro m  the rear. The 
capture o f H e ls ing fors, a fte r  a 
stubborn  street b a ttle  in  wh ich 
the Germans and the W hites used 
w orkers ' w ives and ch ildren as a 
cover (one hundred were k ille d ), 
was fo llow ed by ferocious re p ris ­
als. A r t i l le r y  bombarded the 
W orkers ’ House. A  Swedish 
newspaper published the fo llow - 

lin g  in fo rm a tio n : "F o r ty  Red wo- 
! men, who were said to be c a rry ­
ing arm s, were led ou t on the ice 
and shot w ith o u t t r ia l . ”  M ore 
than three hundred dead were 
picked up in the streets.

S O C IA L  D EM O C R ATS AS S U R E  
T H E  W H IT E  V IC T O R Y

The m oderate tendency in  the 
social dem ocra tic governm ent, 
represented by Tanner, prevented 
rigorous measures aga inst the 
W hites in the in te r io r  u n t il i t  was 
too late. The cou rts  frequ en tly  
condemned coun te r-revo lu tion is ts  
to no th in g  m ore than a fine o r  to 
the m ild  pains o f im prisonm ent. 
I f  there were any sum m ary ex­
ecutions, they w'ere e n tire ly  on 
the in it ia t iv e  o f the Reel Guard. 
The indecision o f the governm ent, 
differences am ong the leaders, re ­
fusa l to  push fo rw a rd  w ith  the 
revo lu tion , the half-heartedness 
of the ag ra ria n  re form s, and the 
effect of the B re s t-L ito v s k  tre a ty  
weakened the Reds. The a rr iv a l 
of G erm an troops dem oralized 
them ; a t th is  m om ent G erm any 
was a t the he igh t o f her power.

M annerheim  surrounded Tam - 
m erfors, where ten thousand 
Reds under Russian officers re ­
sisted fu rio u s ly . The c ity  was 
taken house by house, a fte r  sev­
era l days’ ba ttle . Tw o hundred 
Russians were shot. Several thou­
sand o f the besieged go t aw ay; 
tw o  thousand were shot o r m as­
sacred; five  thousand were made 
prisoners.

A t  Tavestehus, between Tam - 
m erfo rs  and H e ls ing fors, the de­
cisive ba ttle  was fough t. T w en ty  
to tw en ty -five  thousand Reds 
concentrated on th is  po in t, driven 
back fro m  the N o rth  by M anne r­
heim and fro m  the South by von 
der G oltz. T h e ir re tre a t to the 
E ast was cu t off. In  defiance of 
orders they had b rough t th e ir  fa-

] m ilies. and o ften a ll th e ir  meagre 
I possessions w ith  them. I t  was 
m ore a m ig ra tio n  than an arm y. 
These masses, w ho easily became 
/x rou t, could ha rd ly  maneuver. 

! The W hites raked them  w ith  
shrapnel. A ltho ug h  surrounded, 
they fou gh t he ro ica lly  fo r  tw o  
days before they surrendered. 
Several thousand o f the men 
managed to  open a re tre a t to ­
w ard  the East. The surrender 

: was fo llowed by a massacre. The 
k il l in g  of thé wounded was the 

’ rule. There remained the ten 
thousand prisoners, who were in ­
terned. V ybo rg  fe ll on M ay  12. 
Several thousand o f the Red 
Guard took refuge in  Russia.

F IN N IS H  "C U L T U R E ”  E X ­
PRESSED TO T H E  D E F E A T E D  
W O R KERS

The v ic to rs  massacred the van­
quished. Since ancient tim es class 
wars have always been the m ost 
fr ig h tfu l.  There are no more 
bloody and atroc ious v ic to ries  

I than the v ic to ries  o f reac tiona ry  
classes. Since the  blood-bath in ­
flic ted  on the Paris Commune by 
the F rench  bourgeoisie, the w ork  
had not seen a n y th in g  com par­
able to  the ho rro rs  o f P'inland. 
F rom  the f irs t  shot o f the c iv il 
w ar, “ be longing to a w o rke rs ’ o r­

g a n iz a t io n  in  W h ite  te r r ito ry  
m eant a rre s t; to have been an 
offic ia l in  such o rgan iza tion  
m eant execution. The massacre 
o f socia lists reached such p ro po r­
tions th a t i t  ended by in te re s tin g  
no one.”  A t  Kum m en, where 43 
Red G uards fe ll in  ba ttle , nearly  
five hundred persons were exe­
cuted! There were “ hundreds”  ex­
ecuted a t K o tka , a tow n o f th ir ­
teen thousand inhab itan ts . “ They 
d id n 't even ask th e ir  names; they 
ju s t led them  aw ay in  groups.” 
A t  Raumo, according to a  bour­
geois newspaper, “ five hundred 
prisoners captured on M ay 15 go t 
the punishm ent they deserved the 
same day.”  “ A p r i l 14 in  Toeloe, a 
suburb o f H e ls ing fors, tw o  hun­
dred Red Guards were k ille d  w ith  
m achine guns. . . . The Reds were 
hunted fro m  house to house. 
M any women perished.”  A t  Svea­
borg the pub lic  executions were 
set fo r  T r in i ty  Sunday. In  the 
neighborhood o f La kh tis , where 
the W hites took thousands of 
prisoners, “ the m achine guns 
w orked several hours a day.”  “ On 
one day alone tw o  hundred w o­
men were k ille d  w ith  dum dum  
bu lle ts ; pieces o f flesh flew  in  ev­
ery d irec tion .”

A t  V ybo rg  s ix  hundred Red 
Guards were lined up three deep 
in f ro n t o f the fo rtress  m oat and 
co ld ly  picked o ff w ith  m achine 
guns. A m ong the in te llec tua ls

who were m urdered we m ention 
the ed ito r o f the Social Demo­
cra t, Jukho Raino, and the w r ite r , 
Irm a n i R antm a lla , who w h ile  be­
in g  led to his execution by boat 
“ th re w  h im se lf overboard hoping 
to drown, bu t his coat p reven ting  
him  fro m  s in k ing . The W hites 
k ille d  h im  in  the w a te r w ith  gun 
fire .”  There are no figu res on the’ 
to ta l num ber massacred. C u rren t 
estim ates run between ten and 
tw e n ty  thousand.

“ P E A C E ” T A K E S  ITS  T O L L  
IN  T H E  PRISO NS

The o ffic ia l figures fo r  the num ­
ber o f Red prisoners in te rned in 
concen tra tion  camps was seventy 

I thousand. Fam ine, ve rm in  and 
I epidem ic ravaged the prisons. A  
rep o rt signed by the w e ll known 

i F inn ish  doctor, R. T ige rch tc t, 
stated tha t, “ F rom  J u ly  6 to  Ju ly  
31, 1918, the num ber o f prisoners 
in the T am m erfo rs  concen tra tion  
camp and the ne ighboring  prison 
varied between 6,027 and 8,597. 
O f the prisoners 2,347 died in 
these tw e n ty -s ix  days and the 
average m o rta lity  am ong the 
prisoners reached as h igh as -407 
per 1,000 per week.”  On Ju ly  25, 
there were s t i l l  50,818 re vo lu tion ­
is ts  in  F inn ish  prisons. In  Sep­
tem ber o f the same year, 25,800 
were s t i l l  w a it in g  tr ia l.

F o r a tim e the bourgeoisie 
tho ugh t o f e xp o rtin g  the “ labor 
power”  o f its  prisoners. A  law 
was passed a u th o riz in g  the sh ip ­
m ent o f those condemned to hard 
labo r to fo re ign  countries. Ger­
many, depopulated by the w ar, 
was ready to  exchange chem ical 
and m inera l products fo r  th is  
penal labo r force. The German 
revo lu tion  ha lted the p ro ject.

Th is social purge continued fo r  
m onths in every section o f the 
coun try . On M ay 16 w a rra n ts  
were sw orn ou t fo r  the fo rm e r 
social dem ocra tic  deputies who 
had rem ained in  the cou n try  (the 
revo lu tion is ts  had a lready perish­
ed o r fled). Three o f the deputies 
“ com m itted  suicide”  in  prison 
d u rin g  the n ig h t o f J u ly  2. A  doz­
en m ore were condemned to 
death. The supreme co u rt upset 
th is  decision in January, 1919, 
and passed one death sentence, 
six sentences to  life  im prison 
ment, fo u r tw e lve-year sentences 
one eleven-year, five ten-year, 
five nine-year, fifte en  e igh t-year, 
and tw'o seven-year sentences. 
“ M any o f those condemned,”  K a- 
taya  w ro te , “ were social demo­
c ra tic  tra ito rs  to socialism , who 
had spent a ll th e ir  lives serv ing  
the bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie 
revenged its e lf  b lin d ly .”  A s usual, 
the W h ite  te rro r  made no d is tinc-

| tion  between the re fo rm is ts—
I whom  the v ic to rious  bourgeoisie 
no longer needed and the revo­
lu tion is ts .

i
W ith  law  and order re-estab­

lished, the F inn ish  bourgeoisie 
began lo  consider a m onarch to 
be chosen fro m  the Hohonzolle rn 

1 fa m ily . The m ore and m ore p re­
carious s itu a tio n  in  G erm any, 
however, pu t an end to the plan.

TO C R IP P L E  T H E  W O R K E R S  
FO R  M A N Y  D E C A D E S

I t  w ould no t be an exaggera­
tion  to say th a t m ore than one 
hundred thousand F inn ish  w o rk ­
ers were s tru c k  down by the 
W h ite  te rro r, e ith e r shot o r given 
long sentences— a lto ge th e r about 
one q u a rte r o f the w o rk in g  class. 
“ E ve ry  organized w o rk e r has e i­
the r been shot o r im prisoned ," 
w r ite  the F inn ish  com m unists in  
the ea rly  p a r t o f 1919.

T h is  in fo rm a tio n  pe rm its  us to  
make an im p o rta n t observation 
on the W h ite  te rro r, w h ich  has 

's ince been confirm ed in  H ungary ,
1 B u lga ria , I ta ly ,  etc. The W hite  
te r ro r  is no t to be expla ined by 
the fre n zy  o f ba ttle , by the v io ­
lence of class hatred, o r by any 
o ther psychological fac to r. The 
w a r psychosis on ly plays a sec­
ondary role. In  re a lity  i t  is the 
resu lt o f a plan and o f h is to rica l 
necessity. The v ic to riou s  ow n ing  
classes realize c le a rly  th a t they 
can on ly  assure th e ir  dom ina tion  
on the m orro w  o f a g re a t social 
ba ttle  by in fl ic t in g  a b lood-bath 
on the p ro le ta r ia t th a t w i l l  c r ip ­
ple i t  fo r  years to come. A nd as 
the w o rk in g  class is m uch m ore 
numerous than the ow n ing  class, 
the num ber o f v ic tim s  m ust be 
ve ry  large.

The to ta l ex te rm ina tion  o f a ll 
the advanced and in te llig e n t ele­
m ents o f the p ro le ta r ia t is the 
ob jective o f the W h ite  te rro r. 
Thus a  defeated re vo lu tion— re­
gardless o f the circum stances—  
w il l  a lw ays cost the  p ro le ta r ia t 
in fin ite ly  m ore than a v ic to rious  
revo lu tion , no m a tte r w ha t ha rd ­
ships and sacrifices the  la tte r  
m ay require.

One m ore observation. The 
S laughter in  F in land  took place 
in  A p r il,  1918. U n t i l th is  tim e  the 
Russian R evo lu tion  had shown 
m a g n a n im ity  tow a rd  its  enemies 
a lm ost everywhere. I t  did no t 
tu rn  to  the Red te rro r. We have 
m entioned bloody episodes du rin g  
the c iv il w a r in the South, bu t 
they were exceptional. The v ic ­
to rious  bourgeoisie o f a t in y  
country, th a t was counted among 
the m ost advanced in  Europe, re ­
m inded the Russian w o rke rs  th a t 
Death to  the Vanquished! is the 
law  o f social war.

In  This Corner
by MAX SHACHTMAN

The H ue and C ry A b o u t 

'P oor L it t le  F in la n d '

A lm o s t everybody is jo in in g  the pack in a hue 
and c ry  over Poor L it t le  F in land. M r. Hoover is 
co llecting  funds; P resident Roosevelt is g ra n tin g  
a m o ra to r iu m  on the F inn ish  debt; Congressmen 
are ye lp in g  fo r  a b reak ing  o ff o f re la tions w ith  
Russia; A lexander K erensky  is s to u tly  fo r  the in ­
dependence o f F in lan d ; the F inn ish  W h ite  Guards 
in th is  cou n try  are load ing re c ru its  fo r  F in land  
on to  ships; and the libe ra ls  and social dem ocrats 
are po u ring  ou t a sea o f tears on w h ich  to f lo a t 
the ships The rea rguard  is b ro ug h t up s m a rtly  by 
N orm an Thom as and the ed ito r o f h is o ffic ia l o r ­
gan, who are ready to f ig h t  i t  o u t fo r  F in land  to 
the death.

W ith o u t exception, a ll the “ frien ds  o f F in la n d ” 
arc serv ing  one ob jective : the w h ip p in g  up o f a 
chauv in is tic  w a r s p ir it  fo r  the “ dem ocra tic ”  im ­
pe ria lis ts  and fo r  A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
w o rld  s la ug h te r on th e ir  side.

Kerensky Somewhat Belated
As we reca ll it ,  M r. Kerensky, head o f the Rus­

sian P rov is iona l G overnm ent some tw e n ty -tw o  
years ago, was then not qu ite  so strenuous in  his 
demand fo r  the  independence o f F in land  fro m  
M uscovite  rule. In  fa c t, he fo u g h t both the B o l­
sheviks and the F inn ish  na tiona lis ts  who demand­
ed the r ig h t  o f se lf-d e te rm ina tio n  fo r  F in land. W e 
fu r th e r  reca ll th a t i t  was the Bo lsheviks under 
Lenin and T ro ts k y  who, as soon as they  were in  
power, p ro m p tly  g ran ted  F in land  its  indepen­
dence. M r. K e re nsky ’s love fo r  F in lan d  is a l i t t le  
— how sha ll we say?— belated.

Where Were Roosevelt &  Co. Then?
We do no t reca ll any ve ry  vigorous a c t iv ity  on 

the p a rt o f Messrs. Hoover, Roosevelt and Co. in  
beha lf o f A lban ia , E th io p ia , Czechoslovakia, A u s ­
tr ia ,  Spain and o th e r v ic tim s  o f rea c tion a ry  as­
sault.

W hen the im p e ria lis t gangste rs were c u tt in g  
up the w o rld  m ap to  su it themselves, and w ith ­
ou t bo the ring  to inqu ire  o f the w ishes o f those 
they were ca rv in g  in to  g re a te r empires, we heard 
ba re ly  a w h ispe r fro m  a ll the Congressmen, 
statesm en and o th e r illu s tr io u s  c itizens o f o u r 
G reat Dem ocracy. They did no t then demand the 
b re ak ing  o ff o f d ip lo m a tic  re la tions  w ith  I ta ly  o r 
G erm any. A nd  fo r  good reasons. M usso lin i and 
H it le r  were, a fte r  a ll, on ly  do ing w h a t every im ­
p e ria lis t na tion , the U n ited  S tates included, has 
done th rou gh ou t its  existence, and continues to do.

B u t d idn ’ t  the " lib e ra ls ”  and “ soc ia lis ts ”  o f the 
N ew  Leader and the N a tio n  and the S oc ia lis t 
C a ll p ro test then? Yes, the y  protested when the 
fasc is t band its  ca rried  ou t th e ir  abom inations. 
B u t n o t even fro m  them  was there  a w o rd  o f 
p ro tes t aga inst the s im ila r  abom inations o f the 
“ dem ocra tic ”  bandits.

N o t a m u rm u r, fo r  exam ple, when F rance so 
g rac ious ly  ceded to  T u rk e y  the S yrian  province 
o f A le xa n d re tta  a sho rt tim e  ago, pu re ly  fo r  the  
purpose o f w in n in g  T u rk e y  to  an a lliance w ith  
A ng lo -F rench  im peria lism . The people o f A lexan ­
d re tta , non-T u rk ish  in th e ir  m a jo r ity , were o f 
course no t consulted by e ith e r the T u rks  o r the 
French, any m ore tha n  the S yrians as a whole 
were ever consulted about being p u t under the 
heel o f the F rench a rm y  and the F rench banks.

The yea r 1917 was the h igh 
tension po in t o f the las t w a r. The 
peoples o f a ll the be lligerents 
were w a r-w ea ry , the arm ies were 
“ fed up ” . There were s tr ikes  and 
peace dem onstra tions in  B e rlin , 
London, Paris. The socia list 
peace conferences o f S tockholm  
and Z im m erw a ld  th a t year d ra m ­
atized the issue. The German 
fleet was paralyzed by a  long 
d raw n -ou t m u tin y . In  Russia the 
s tr ikes  and m utin ies  led to actua l 
revo lu tion . A nd in  the sp ring  of 
th a t fa te fu l year the F rench A r ­
m y was swept by a series o f m u ­
tin ies  w h ich, a t th e ir  he ight, in ­
volved hundreds o f thousands o f 
men in  sixteen a rm y  corps. The 
F rench A rm y  reported 509 deser­
tions in  1914. The 1917 to ta l was 
21,174. “ So general was the r io t,”  
w rite s  L idde ll H a r t  in  his H is to ry  
o f the  W orld  W ar, “ th a t, accord­
ing  to the M in is te r o f W ar, on ly  
tw o  div is ions in  the Champagne 
sector could be re lied on fu lly , 
and in  places the trenches were 
scarcely even guarded.”

The im m edia te cause o f the 
m utin ies  was the fa ilu re  o f the 
N ive lle  offensive in A p r il,  1917. 
General R obert N ive lle  had suc­
ceeded the incom petent Jofifre 
e a rly  in  1917 as the com m ander- 
in -ch ie f o f the F rench  arm ies. 
N ive lle  was a dashing sold ier who 
won fam e a t Verdun and whose 
slogan was, "Speed! Force! B ru ­
ta l i t y ! ”  (N o t u n t il too la te  was 
i t  discovered he was a rom an tic  
dream er who like d  to  pose as a 
"m an o f ac tio n .") H is  rig h t-h a n d  
man was General M angin, know n 
to his troops as “ The B u tch e r” .

N O T H IN G  D IS T U R B S  T H E  
G E N E R A L ’S P E A C E  O F M IN D

N ive lle  prom ised no th in g  less 
than a com plete b reak-th rough  
and the speedy end o f the w ar. 
He planned to smash the G erm an 
lines "a t  a s ing le  s troke  by a sud­
den a tta c k  in 24 o r 48 hours”  and 
to  achieve “ the des truc tion  of 
the p rinc ip a l mass o f the enem y” . 
H is rep ly  to  a ll doubters was the 
same: “ La v ic to ire  est c e rta in !”

N ive lle  was no t a t a ll pe r­
turbed when the Germans cap­
tu red  his com plete p lan o f a tta ck
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MUTINY!
The 1917 Mutinies in the French Army

by " S p a rta cus"
tw o  weeks before the offensive 
was scheduled to  begin. Even 
when, a few  days la te r, a ser­
ge an t-m a jo r was captured by the 
Germans bearing  on his p e rs o n -  
c ith e r th rough  gross b lundering  
or actua l treachery— the detailed 
o rder o f a tta c k  o f the  French 
F if th  A rm y , N ive lle  s t i l l  refused 
to  m ake any change in  his plans. 
"D o n ’t  ge t hys te rica l,”  he ad­
vised his s ta ff. "Y ou  w on’t  find  a 
Boche in  those trenches. They on­
ly  w a n t to  be o f f ! ”  A nd  when, a t 
the zero hour, av ia to rs  reported 
the G erm an defenses had not 
been e ffec tive ly  destroyed by the 
bom bardm ent, M ang in  is said to  
have answered: "Pooh! I  said I  
w ould take m y  afte rnoon tea in  
Laon. Come a lon g !”

They “ came a long". B y  n ig h t­
fa ll o f the f ir s t  day, the French 
should have advanced s ix  miles, 
accord ing to  N ive lle ’s plans. 
T h e ir actua l advance was six  
hundred yards, a t te rr ib le  cost. 
“ The a tta c k in g  troops were 
trapped in  a web of m achine-gun 
fire ,"  w rite s  H a rt. “ The Senegal­
ese broke and fled, even s to rm in g  
hospita l tra in s  in  th e ir  an x ie ty  to 
ge t aw ay." A nd  the  Senegalese 
were shock troops. . . .

P R O D IG A L  L IB E R A L IT Y  
W IT H  W O R K E R S ’ BLO O D

The second day was a lm ost as 
bad. A nd the th ird . A nd the 
fo u rth . However, w rite s  T. H. 
W in tr in g h a m  in M u tin y , "N ive lle  
persisted. H is plans in  ru ins and 
his finest troops pounded in to  the 
reddened earth , he drove d iv is ion 
a fte r  d iv is ion  in to  new a ttacks, 
a lm ost as fu t i le  and disastrous as

the firs t. D iv is ions were no t re­
lieved. They died, and new d iv i­
sions poured th rou gh  them , u n til 
Craonne and the Chem in des 
Dames were w on— a few  m iles of 
shell-scarred land .”

A cco rd ing  to  W ins ton  C hurch­
i l l ’s The W orld  C ris is, i t  was no t 
N ive lle  so much as P rem ie r L loyd  
George who insisted on con tinu ­
ing  the massacre. W’hen he le a rn ­
ed th a t the French h igh  com ­
mand was about to a d m it fa ilu re  
and stop the s laughter, L loyd  
George w en t to P aris  and ad­
dressed to  the w a ve rin g  French 
“ strenuous exho rta tions  to  con­
tinue  the offensive” . (Even s ta ff 
officers cannot be as generous 
w ith  o the r people’s lives as a 
re a lly  idea lis tic  lib e ra l p o litic ia n .)

T H E  P O IL U S  T IK E  
O F D Y IN G

“ Upon the ve ry  day o f the con­
ference in  P a ris ,”  w rite s  C hurch­
il l,  “ there had occurred a deeply 
d isqu ie ting  inc ident. A  F rench d i­
v ision ordered in to  the line  re ­
fused to m arch. . . .  I t  was the 
f irs t  drop before the downpour.”

T h is  “ f irs t  d rop”  was the  120th 
in fa n try  reg im en t w h ich  on M ay 
19 refused to  leave its  b ille ts  to  
go up to  the fro n t. The 128th in ­
fa n try  reg im en t was ordered the 
next day to  take the place o f the 
m utineers, and also refused. 
“ Down w ith  the w a r ! ”  cried the 
ranks. “ Death to those who are 
sending us to d e a th !”  “ W e’ve had 
enough o f being k il le d !”  “ W e’ll  
hold the line  b u t we w on’t  a t­
ta c k !”  M eetings were im provised. 
Sold ier o ra to rs  began to  ta lk  of 
ending the w a r, o f the Russian

revo lu tion , o f Soviets.
The e lec tric  cu rre n t o f revo lt 

ran th rou gh  the whole a rm y, f la r ­
ing  up here and there, leaping 
from  reg im en t to reg im ent. Soon 
whole d iv is ions were “ in fected", 
then brigades, f in a lly  en tire  a rm y  
corps. “ Colonel H e rb illio n  in ­
fo rm s me o f new m utin ie s ,”  
w ro te  P resident Poincare in  his 
jo u rn a l. “ Men have refused to  go 
in to  the trenches. . . . O rder is 
menaced everywhere. . . . The 
feve r is spreading. . . .  A t  D o r­
m an a few  days ago soldiers cried 
ou t: ‘V ive la  R evo lu tion ! Down 
w ith  w a r ! ”
T O R TU R E D  B O D IE S  C R Y :
W E  H A V E  H A D  E N O U G H !

In  an exce llent chapter on 
these w o rld  w a r m utin ies  in  her 
book, M  Day, Rose S tein quotes 
a descrip tion  o f a ty p ic a l m u tin y  
fro m  a book by Jean de P ie rre - 
feu, a F rench s ta ff officer:

“ A  reg im en t ordered to  the 
f ro n t  line  had sent delegates to 
th e ir  Colonel to  in fo rm  him  
th a t they refused to  obey. A t  
the same tim e, s im ila r  inc idents 
occurred in  o ther un its . In  one 
place, a co llection  o f m utineers 
had fo rtif ie d  a v illage, form ed 
a Soviet, appointed a leader, 
and set up a so rt o f indepen­
dent governm ent. They took 
provis ions fro m  the shopkeep­
ers by re g u la r ly  draw n up 
requis itions. T h e ir delegates 
imposed conditions on the o f­
ficers: increase o f pay, reg u la r 
leave periods, and guarantees 
th a t a ttacks  w ou ld  no t be o r ­
dered before the enemy’s 
trenches and w ire  had been de­
stroyed. I

“ In  another place, a general 
had been hustled and assaulted. 
Elsewhere, a reg im en t equipped 
w ith  m o to r trucks , on w h ich  
were m ounted m achine guns, 
had been stopped in  the a t ­
tem p t to m arch on Paris. They 
had sta ted th e ir  in te n tio n  o f 
go ing to  the Pala is-B ourbon 
and p resen ting  th e ir  demands 
to  P a rliam en t. These m anifes­
ta tio ns  o f re vo lt were accom­
panied by seditious shouts o f 
“ Down w ith  the  w a r! Down 
w ith  incapable leaders!”  A nd 
the red flag  was d isplayed.”

In  l ’ a ris  F ro n t, an ex trem e ly  
in te re s tin g  jo u rn a l o f the w a r as 
i f  looked to  an “ ins ide r”  in  Paris, 
M ichel. G orday describes another 
m u t in y :

"F o u r hundred men b a rr i­
caded themselves in  the v illage  
o f M issy-le-Bois. They were 
surrounded by lo ya l cava lry . 
The soldiers were fed by  the 
v illagers . A f te r  fo u r  days, ne­
g o tia tio ns  began. Then three so l­
diers, who were p riests serv ing  
in  the ranks (acco rd ing  to the 
C atho lic  who to ld  me the 
s to ry ) b roke out and denounced 
the organ izers o f the m u tin y . . . 
The w hole com pany surrender­
ed on the f i f th  day. S ix  men 
were shot. P icked troops ca r­
ried ou t the execution.”

These accounts are typ ica l. The 
m utin ies  were o rde rly , the men 
show ing th a t same capac ity  fo r  
spontaneous o rgan iza tion  the 
Russian m utinee rs  showed a t La  
C ourtine. E xcep t w hen they were 
attacked, there was no bloodshed. 
A  general was tied  up and fo rc ­
ib ly  taken in to  the f ro n t  line 
trenches, a m a jo r was deprived 
pu b lic ly  o f his trousers, some o f­
ficers were shu t up in  th e ir  quar­
te rs  by the m utineers, others 
were to ld  to go home. “ The offi­
cers,”  w rite s  Jean de P ierre feu, 
“ though no longer obeyed, were, 
w ith  ra re  exceptions, respected. 
They were to ld : 'You have fo u g h t 
as w e ll as we. W e do no t w ish  
you any harm , b u t we have had 
enough. The w a r m ust stop.’ ”

First Things First
The p ro tes ta tions  o f o u r g re a t A m erican  p a tr i­

ots and war-m ongers, fro m  H oover th rough  
Roosevelt to  G erry  A lla rd  w ou ld  sound a spot 
m ore conv inc ing  i f  they prefaced th e ir  a c t iv ity  
by a decla ra tion  th a t th e ir  f ir s t  and m a in  f ig h t is  
aga inst the v io la tio n  o f n a tion a l independence 
and sove re ign ty  w h ich  is perpetuated by th e ir  
own ru lin g  class, th a t is to  say, by  A m erican  
im p e ria lism  in  P uerto  Rico, Samoa, the P h illip ine  
Is lands and elsewhere.

A nd once the y  made such a decla ra tion , i t  
would be o b lig a to ry  fo r  them  to add a s im ila r  
s ta tem ent w ith  reference to  th e ir  allies, th a t  is, 
to  those on whose side they are ask ing  us to  
fig h t, E ng land  and France. They w ou ld  have to  
say, i t  seems to us, th a t before they presume to  
say a w ord  in pro test aga inst the v io la tio n  o f 
F in la n d ’s independence by S ta lin , the y  denounce 
the con tinu ing  v io la tio n  o f the independence o f 
Ind ia , Indo-C hina, S yria , A lg ie rs , m ost o f A fr ic a  
and a ll the o ther colonies, p ro tecto ra tes and 
"spheres o f in fluence" o f B r it is h  and F rench  im ­
peria lism .

I t  goes w ith o u t saying th a t they w i l l  do n o th ­
ing  o f the k ind . They are too busy w o rk in g  up the 
cam paign fo r  A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w a r 
to bo ther w ith  such trifle s . H ow  does the fa te  o f a 
few  hundred m illio n  Ind ians com pare w ith  so 
noble and id ea lis tic  a goal as m a k in g  the w o rld  
safe fo r  dem ocracy a second tim e?

I t ’s a ll ve ry  c lear and sim ple. You can com m it 
any crim e in  the ca lendar o f S ta lin  o r H it le r  o r 
M usso lin i on one cond ition : ju s t ca ll you rse lf a 
dem ocrat. I t  w i l l  no t on ly  s a n c tify  w h a teve r you 
do, bu t con s titu te  an u n lim ite d  license to  con­
demn y o u r opponent in  w o rld  po litics  fo r  do ing 
exa c tly  the same th ing .

The m u tin ies  were sporadic, spontaneous, w ith ­
ou t any cen tra lized d irec tion  and la rg e ly  w ith o u t 
p o lit ic a l leadership. They had m ore the cha racte r 
o f s it-dow n s tr ikes  than o f re vo lu tio n a ry  over­
tures.

The m utineers demanded m ore pay, m ore f re ­
quent leaves, a re laxa tibn  o f d iscip line. B u t th e ir  
one simple, basic demand was th a t the w a r be 
stopped. "W e have had enough.”  I t  was a n .e ru p ­
tion  o f deep hum an d isgust w ith  m onths and 
years o f s la ug h te rin g  and being slaughtered, o f 
liv in g  lik e  an im als in  burrow s, o f organized, 
senseless, ba rba ric  destruction . “ W e have had 
enough.”  In  h is f irs t  re p o rt to the Council o f 
W ar, General Peta in , w ho replaced N ive lle  as 
com andm er in  chief, came to the p o in t r ig h t  
aw ay: the men w a n t peace, he reported. “ W E  
H A V E  H A D  E N O U G H .”

(To be continued in  ne x t issue.)
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the Idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
3. A  Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public work» 

and housing program.
4. T h irty -th irty — $80-tveekly minimum wage— 30- 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
5. T h irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 

pension.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An Independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, political and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

Trotsky and Dies
The announcement in the press that Leon 

Trotsky accepted an invitation to appear before 
the Dies Committee lias caused a good deal of 
comment. The Stalinists, who in the persons of 
Browder and Eoster, voluntarily appeared be­
fore the Dies Committee to slander the “ T rotsky- 
ites", are piously objecting to Trotsky appear­
ing to reply. In addition, however, more honest 
people have written us asking for an explana­
tion as to how it is possible for a representa­
tive of revolutionary Marxism to appear before 
a reactionary committee. There are also com­
plaints that to condone the appearance of T ro t­
sky before the Dies Committee would constitute 
a reversal o f policy on our part.

In the first place it should be understood that 
the reports in the press as to the contents of 
Trotsky’s projected testimony are ninety per cent 
false. Elsewhere in this issue we publish I  rot- 
sky’s own statement to the press, which makes it 
quite clear that the sensational stories published 
by the American press were invented in their 
home offices. He w ill offer neither secrets nor 
“ documents", nor w ill he have a word to say 
about the situation in Mexico or the rest of 
Latin America. He w ill speak only under the 
proposed conditions: in reply to references made 
to him by witnesses before the Dies Committee, 
and in answer to questions submitted in advance 
about the history of Stalinism.

Now what possible objections can there be to 
taking advantage of the platform of the Dies 
Committee in order to expose and discredit the 
most malignant disease the labor movement has 
ever been infected with?

Because Dies is a reactionary and wants to 
utilize his committee for reactionary purposes? 
We of course insist that he is one of the most 
reactionary figures in the political life of this 
country, and we shall continue our struggle 
against his committee and its reactionary pur­
poses. But since when is a revolutionary Marxist 
prohibited from appearing before any parlia­
mentary coUimittee, no matter how reactionary, 
in order to explain things to the public from his 
own point o f view? Only a sterile radicalism 
that is afraid of itself would dictate opposition 
to such a policy.

Would we refuse to send representatives to 
Congress because we recognize Congress is a 
reactionary body? And is there any difference 
between a Congressional investigating commit­
tee and Congress itself? I f  we had a representa- 
tvie o f our party in Congress he would make a 
serious attempt to become a member of such a 
committee in order to bring his own point of 
view into the investigations.

I t  is true that on some occasions the Socialist 
Appeal contained articles, dealing w ith the ap­
pearance of renegades before the committee, that

contained some careless formulations from 
which it could he deduced that we arc opposed 
to any revolutionary appearing before the com­
mittee. We did not distinguish in a sufficiently 
clear manner the appearance of ex-revolutlon- 
aries before the committee with the appearance 
of a revolutionary. But in an editorial written 
as a reply to a letter received from Joseph Zack 
— published in the Oct. 20 issue o f the Appeal— 
we corrected whatever incorrect formulations 
occurred in a previous issue.

“ Revolutionists,”  we then wrote, “ have not 
only appeared in the past, either voluntarily or 
under compulsion, before governmental bodies, 
but even in capitalist courts. In every such case, 
what was decisive was the capacity in which they 
appeared and the attitude they took when they 
spoke."

The important thing to consider is not the ap­
pearance before a reactionary committee but 
what one's purpose is in appearing and the con­
tent o f one’s testimony.

To expose and discredit Stalinism before the 
working masses is the sacred duty of every rev­
olutionist, and not to take advantage of the 
forum offered even by a reactionary committee 
would constitute a violation of that duty.

We are confident that any worker reading the 
testimony of comrade Trotsky ( i f  he should 
actually be permitted to appear before the com­
mittee), w ill be freed of all doubts as to the wis­
dom of his appearance there from the standpoint 
of the interests o f the international working 
class which he has always served.

FDR On Minneapolis
On Friday, July 14, in the midst of the na­

tionwide W P A  strike, Roosevelt permitted the 
press to quote him directly, a rare event. He said, 
addressing the W P A  w o r k e r s Y o u  cannot strike 
against the government." Emboldened by the 
most direct possible support from the president, 
the police everywhere proceeded to clamp down 
on the strikers. The evening of the day Roose­
velt made his statement, police— aided by FB I 
agents scattered among the pickets and disguised 
as strikers— attacked a Minneapolis W P A  pick­
et line, k illing unemployed Emil Bergstrom and 
wounding a score o f others. Then followed A t­
torney General Murphy’s order to his Minneapo­
lis office to initiate prosecutions of the W PA 
strikers, resulting in the indictment of 162 and 
— so far— three trials and 33 convictions on the 
charge o f “ conspiracy”  against the government 
and its laws.

On Tuesday of this week a reporter at the 
president's press conference made a reference to 
the Minneapolis events, and to proposed march­
es, in Ohio and elsewhere, in protest against the 
cutting off of relief. Whereupon the president 
repeated his prohibition of strikes o f W PA 
workers—-and went further. “ Workers on W PA 
relief projects have no right to strike against the 
Federal Government, nor to create a disturbance 
or disrupt the peace, President Roosevelt said to­
day." (New York Times, Dec. 13)

That means: you can't strike, you can’t march, 
you can’t hold demonstrations, you can’t arouse 
public attention to the plight of the W P A  and 
relief workers, i f  you’re a W PA worker. You 
can organize, said the president; but you can't do 
any of the things which labor organization 
means.

A fte r his July 14 statement, strikers were k ill­
ed and wounded and others railroaded to jail. 
What w ill happen after this new statement? 
More repressions and persecutions are in pros­
pect against the labor movement.

I t  has become thoroughly clear that every 
single move of the Roosevelt administration 
against the labor movement must be fought back. 
Above all this is true o f the Minneapolis cases. 
Labor can permit the convictions in the three 
W P A  trials to stand only at its peril.

Every labor organization in the country can 
and should participate in the fight against the 
Minneapolis frameups. Get the facts presented 
on every union meeting floor ; adopt resolutions 
denouncing the prosecution, and send copies to 
Roosevelt and Murphy and to the A F L -W P A  
Defense Committee, c/o Central Labor Union, 
18 N. 8 Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota. See to 
it that every union paper tells the story. Do ev­
erything you can to make workers understand 
that the Minneapolis prosecutions are a foretaste 
of the war-time oppressions which are planned 
against the labor movement.

By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS

POOR M A N N E R H E IM !
"The W h ite  G ua rd is t generals, in c lud in g  M anner- 

heim, were deprived o f v ir tu a lly  a ll economic and 
p o litica l power when th e ir  estates were confiscated 
and divided. M annerheim  has played no role w h a t­
ever in po litics  fo r  m any years.” — The S ocia lis t Call, 
Dec. 16.

Yes, M annerheim  has been reduced to  comander- 
in -ch ie f o f the F in n ish  arm ies.

Not Fit to Print
Those who read the m id n ig h t ed ition  o f the 

N. Y. T im es fo r  F rid a y , December 8, found on 
page 5 a s to ry  headlined, "A N T I-W A R  S E N T I­
M E N T  IN  U.S. R ISES, G A L L U P  S U R V E Y  
F IN D S .”  Readers o f la te r ed itions found th is  
news s to ry  s t i l l  lis ted  in  the index, but, on tu rn ­
in g  to  page 5, they discovered the s to ry  had been 
removed. N o r was i t  to  be found elsewhere in  
the issue.

The T im es is fam ous fo r  its  boast, “ A l l  the 
News T h a t’s F it  to P r in t."  The a n ti-w a r s to ry  
appa ren tly  was judged by the ed itors less f i t  to 
p r in t  than the fo llo w in g  item s, a ll o f w h ich  ap­
peared in  the la te r ed itions on page 5: (1) P r in ­
cess Hohenloe leaves Eng land a fte r  los ing her 
su it aga inst Lo rd  R otherm ere; (2) the f irs t  death 
o f a wom an in  the Royal A ir  Force is recorded; 
(3) a le ng th y  s to ry  headlined, "L O N D O N  DOCKS 
H U M  D E S P IT E  N A Z I M IN E S .”

"To Make the World Safe 
for Kaiserism"

The las t w a r was fo u g h t to get r id  o f the 
Kaiser. Th is w a r— according to  ce rta in  conserva­
tive  statesm en now in  the B r it is h  cab inet who 
are ta lk in g  o f s e ttin g  up again the im p e ria l 
throne o f the Hohenzollerns— is be ing fo u g h t to  
b r in g  back the Kaiser. “ Plus ca change, p lus e’est 
le  meme chose,”  say the French, w h ich  means, 
"The m ore th ings change, the m ore they rem ain 
the same.”  Or, A m erican  style, “ No m a tte r how 
you slice it ,  i t ’s a lw ays baloney.”

Perfidious Albion
The same B r it is h  ru lin g  class circ les w h ich  

now are f ig h tin g  the w a r to  restore the Hohen- 
zollers, no t so long ago were the loya l a llies o f 
the N a z i regime. The B ank o f England, fo r  ex­
am ple ,was fo r  years no to rious ly  fr ie n d ly  to the 
Nazis, ta k in g  the lead in  extending to  H it le r  the 
vas t cred its he needed to  com plete his rea rm a­
m ent program . Then H it le r  m arched in to  Czech- 
slovakia , and the B r it is h  ru lin g  class suddenly 
"a w oke”  to the fa c t th a t his plans fo r  expansion 
w ould in e v ita b ly  come in to  con flic t w ith  the B r i­
t is h  E m pire , and th a t the rea l th re a t to th e ir  
class in te rests  came fro m  N azi G erm any and no t 
fro m  S ta lin is t Russia. There fo llow ed the m o­
m entous change o f p o lit ic a l o rien ta tion  w h ich  c u l­
m inated in  the ou tb reak o f the war.

The ru p tu re  between the Nazis and the bank­
ers of London, however, is no t as com plete as 
you m ig h t th in k  fro m  lis te n in g  to  W inston  
C h urch ill's  speeches. A cco rd ing  to a recent issue 
o f Uncensored: "Today, three m onths a fte r  the

ou tb reak o f w ar, the B ank o f Eng land is accept­
in g  G erm an paper as co lla te ra l fo r  loans to  B r i­
tish  banks. Since B r ita in  s t i l l  regards German 
cred its as sound, i t  is qu ite  possible th a t she m ay 
sell G erm an paper to  ne u tra ls— fo r  example, to 
Swiss bankers who have a lready made cred it 
agreem ents w ith  the Germ ans— and thus help 
prom ote a liv e ly  trade  w ith  G erm any.”  I t  is an 
especially con fus ing tw is t, in  th is  m ost pe rp lex­
in g  o f a ll w ars, th a t the g re a t N ew  Y o rk  banks 
refuse to accept G erm an notes and securities as 
co lla te ra l fo r  loans, and in  fa c t have been t ry in g  
desperately to liqu ida te  the $50,000,000 w o rth  of 
German paper they held a t the ou tb reak o f war. 
Thus the bankers o f be llige ren t E ng land  show 
m ore confidence in  and friendsh ip  tow ards the 
H it le r  regim e than  do the bankers o f "n e u tra l”  
A m erica.

Stalin's Automata
Som ething I  have tho ugh t a good deal about, 

especially in  the la s t few  m onths, is  the effect 
on ind iv idua ls  like  B row der and M o lo tov and o th ­
e r S ta lin is t mouthpieces o f hav ing  to  g ive expres­
sion co n tin u a lly  to lies— and lies, fu rthe rm o re , 
w h ich  any ch ild  can see are in  con tra d ic tion  to  
o ther lies they have u tte re d  a few  weeks earlie r. 
I t  is notable th a t S ta lin  is no o ra to r, th a t  he 
ra re ly  breaks his silence, a t least n o t fo r  pub lica ­
tion . Shrew dly, he leaves to  his puppets the 
s p ir it-d e s tro y in g  task  o f fo rm a lly  ju s t ify in g  in  
pub lic  the c y n ica lly  op po rtu n is t tw is ts  o f “ the 
general line .”

The recent pub lic  utterances o f M o lo tov and 
B row der would m ake one ashamed o f the hum an 
species—were i t  no t c lear th a t such po litic ian s  by 
now can ha rd ly  be considered men. A  cen tu ry  ago 
a F rench noblem an named De Custine trave lled  
w ide ly  in  C za ris t Russia and w ro te  a perceptive 
book about it .  H is  descrip tion  o f " th e  hum an 
pa rts  o f the grand m achine o f s ta te ”  applies also 
to th e ir  successors o f present-day Russia.

“ Such pa rts ,”  w rite s  De Custine, "a c tin g  under 
an influence w h ich  is no t in  themselves,, lik e  the 
w hee l-w ork  o f a clock, are called men in  Russia! 
The s ig h t o f these v o lu n ta ry  au tom ata  inspires 
me w ith  a k in d  o f fe a r: there is som eth ing super­
n a tu ra l in  an in d iv idu a l reduced to  the sta te  of 
a mere machine. I f ,  in  lands where the m echanic­
al a r ts  flourish , wood and m eta l seem ‘a lm ost hu­
m an’, under despotisms, hum an beings seem to 
become as ins trum en ts  o f wood. We ask ourselves 
w h a t can have become o f th e ir  su p e rflu ity  of 
tho ugh t?  A nd  we fee l i l l  a t ease to th in k  o f the 
pressure th a t m ust have been exerted on in te l­
lec tua l creatures before they  could have been 

reduced to mere th in gs ."

S ta lin ’s Real C rim e 
In  F in la n d

(Continued from  Page I)
the Soviet ambassador and w ith d ra w a l o f Soviet recogn ition , i.e., 
the im m edia te p re lim ina ries  o f w ar.

B u t alongside these fa m il ia r  w a rrio rs , m any new ones have 
been lined up in  these las t few  days, fo r  w ith  the im p e ria lis t support 
to  F in land  goes a tid a l wave o f chauv in is t pressure here a t home 
to  line everybody up fo r  the w ar. Y este rday ’s pacifis ts  and "a n t i­
w a r”  f ig h te rs —R oger B a ldw in  and N orm an Thomas are typ ica l 
specimens— are o u t there side by side w ith  Hoover and Roosevelt 
y e llin g  fo r  th e ir  side. T h is  is the inev itab le  prologue to  the b ig  push 
on a ll fro n ts : the collapse in to  "d em ocra tic ” p a trio tis m  o f a ll the 
"h ig h  m inded”  rad ica ls  and libe ra ls  of the s tripe  o f the Keep A m e r­
ica O ut o f W ar Com m ittees.

*  *  *

Don't Cross the Picket Line!
The Soviet U n ion, in  the la s t analysis, is a g re a t trade union 

w h ich  w en t fu r th e r  than any o ther trade un ion; i t  a c tu a lly  go t r id  
o f the Russian cap ita lis ts  a ltoge ther, b u t no t o f the in te rna tiona l 
c a p ita lis t class. B u t lik e  so m any unions, i t  has fa lle n  in to  the 
hands o f agents o f the class enemy, the w o rld  im p e ria lis ts . O ur 
a tt itu d e  tow a rd  i t  is lik e  ou r a tt itu d e  tow a rd  unions in  th is  cou n try  
w h ich  have degenerated a t the hands o f agents o f the class enemy.

John L. Lew is and B il l Green are agents, lackeys o f the c a p ita l­
is t class. The on ly  w a y  to regenerate the unions they bu reaucra tic  
a lly  dom inate so ru th less ly , is to  d rive  them  ou t o f the unions and 
p u t in a clean, m il ita n t  leadership. We w a n t to clean o u t Lew is 
and Green here, and S ta lin  there.

B u t m eanw hile? M eanw hile, in  sp ite  o f th e ir  co rru p tio n , these 
unions get in to  b ig  strugg les w ith  the bosses. Because we hate and 
abhor John L. Lew is  and a ll th a t he stands fo r, we don’t  the re fore 
go ou t and cross the p icke t lines o f the U n ited  M ine W orke rs ! I f  we 
did, the m iners w ou ld  ca ll us scabs, and they w ou ld  be r ig h t. T h a t 
goes fo r  the Soviet U n ion too. We w a n t to  clean ou t S ta lin , and 
under the m ost fe a rfu l conditions o f repression ou r comrades in  the 
Soviet U n ion are w o rk in g  w ith  m ig h t and m a in  to  th a t end. B u t 
m eanwhile ? A g a in s t the bosses— the im p e ria lis ts— the y  support the 
union in  sp ite  o f its  leadership, in  spite o f th e ir  irreconc ilab le  ho s til­
i ty  to  S ta lin ’s annexation o f F in land  and the whole degenerate 
K re m lin  scheme o f th in gs  fro m  w h ich  th is  la te s t c rim e flows.

Here in  A m erica  ou r ch ie f task  is to  p reven t the w ar-m akers  
fro m  u t il iz in g  the F inn ish  events to  plunge th is  cou n try  in to  w a r 
aga inst the S oviet U n ion. To c a rry  o u t th a t task  we have to c le a rly  
exp la in  w h a t is happening, and in  th a t process a p rom inen t place 
m ust be given to exposing the crim es o f S ta lin ism  before the w o rk ­
in g  class. B u t a ll th a t we say and do about F in lan d  has th is  funda­
m enta l purpose today: to  f ig h t aga ins t the w a r-m akers  here a t 
home.

(Continued from  Page 1)
could no t be replaced by Japan­
ese-Soviet fr ien dsh ip .”

I t  becomes clear that Wash­
ington ha» now definitely in­
formed the Japanese th a t they 
have to choose between play­
ing the American game against 
Russia or facing American na­
val m ight in the Pacific. For 
Japanese "cooperation” in a 
war against the Soviet Union, 
the Americans are apparently 
ready to pay a fa irly  stiff price 
at China,’» expense, to recog­
nize Japan’s "special position”
In East Asia.

D u rin g  the la s t tw o  m onths 
the Japanese governm ent has 
been d iv ided on w h ich  course to 
fo llo w — w ith  Russia and G er­
m any aga inst B r ita in  and the 
U.S.A., o r w ith  the la tte r  against 
Russia. P ow erfu l elements among 
the m ilita r is ts  have favored the 
fo rm e r po licy , as g iv in g  the  a rm y  
a p o w e rfu l lever in  d is lodg ing 
B r ita in  fro m  its  entrenched po- 
positions in  China.

The o rie n ta tio n  tow a rd  Russia 
has a lready moved qu ite  fa r. As 
we know, the truce  ending the 
border w a rfa re  in  the F a r  E as t 
was signed the day before Russia 
invaded Poland. Since then ne­
go tia tions  have been con tinu ing  
fo r  a broader accord and la s t 
F r id a y  a border dem arca tion 
com m ission m e t a t Ch ita , in  P a r 
E aste rn  Siberia.

However, the Russian invasion 
of Finland has introduced a fresh 
factor in the situation. For the 
first tim e the Japanese m ilita ­
rists as provided w ith  an op 
portunity to see the Red A rm y  
in action on a scale larger than 
the Japanese ever dared provoke 
in the F a r  Eastern border fight­
ing. M ilita ry  men all over the 
world are narrowly watching the 
Russian m ilita ry  performance in 
Finland, but none more atten­

tively than the Japanese.
A nd  the Russians are no t ex­

a c tly  g iv in g  an im pressive de­
m on s tra tion  o f th e ir  m il i ta ry  e f­
fectiveness. Instead the w o rld  is 
g e ttin g  a g lim pse o f the exten t 
to  w h ich  the purges and the dis­
location  o f Soviet economy has 
affected its  m il i ta ry  s treng th .

A n th ropo lo g is ts  have ca rried  ou t m any in te res tin g  
studies o f a w idespread h is to rica l phenomenon w h ich  
they som etim es ca ll "c u ltu ra l la g .”  A  c u ltu ra l la g  oc­
curs, to  take a s im ple instance, when a set o f ideas 
re levan t to a p a rtic u la r social con text, pe rs is t as be­
lie fs  in the m inds and words o f men when th a t con­
te x t has disappeared. In  the new con text, the ideas 
are a ca rry -o ve r fro m  an e a rlie r c u ltu ra l s itua tion .

No group in  society is a lto ge th e r exem pt fro m  such 
c u ltu ra l lags. As I  read, la s t week, the reports  o f the 
proceedings o f the annual “ Congress o f A m erican  In ­
d u s try ,”  sponsored by the N a tion a l A ssocia tion  o f 
M anufactu re rs , I  reg re tted  th a t no an th rop o lo g is t has 
as y e t taken as his sub ject fo r  exam ina tion  th is  au­
th o rita t iv e  group o f A m erican  business-men, to  place 
in his tex tbook  alongside the examples he gives fro m  
the life  o f p r im it iv e  tribes.

These men, so "p ra c tic a l,”  ru th less and flex ib le  in  
th e ir  business conduct, are in a tru e  sense o f the w ord  
p r im itiv e  in  th e ir  en tire  ideology. T h e ir sytem  o f gen­
era l ideas continues to  be m ere ly  a re-hash o f the cort- 
cepts o f the “ classical economics”  o f a cen tu ry  ago, 
re fe rr in g  to the e a r ly  stages o f in d u s tr ia l capitalism ’ 
w ith o u t the s ligh te s t s ig n ifica n t re la tio n  jo  contem ­
p o ra ry  society. N o t a sing le  one o f them  is capable o f 
g iv in g  any sc ien tific  o r ph ilosophic illu m in a tio n  to  the 
problem s o f today, n o t even to th e ir  own problems. 
T h e ir ideas are as outmoded as would be a chem ist’s 
w ho ta lked  about "p h lo g is to n ”  o r an e lectro -phys ic is t 
who argued about an "e le c tr ica l flu id .”  T h e ir ideal is, 
in  th e ir  own words, th a t o f “ no rm a l economic p ro ­
cesses, unham pered by a r t if ic ia l re s tra in ts ” : the ideal, 
th a t is, o f the im m edia te fo llow e rs  o f R icardo.

The Wisdom of our Masters
T his y e a r’s Congress o f A m erican  In d u s try  adopted, 

w ith  a unanim ous flou rish , a grandiose "P la tfo rm  of 
the Congress o f A m erican  In d u s try ,”  the Magna 
Charta , presum ably, o f the N .A .M . Few recorded doc­
um ents have ever been em ptie r.

There is no lack, o f course, o f self-confidence: “ I t  
m ust be made clear to  the pub lic  th a t in d u s try ’s en­
ligh tened se lf- in te re s t is linked  in e x tr ic a b ly  w ith  the 
w e lfa re  o f a ll o f these o th e r elem ents and w ith  the 
w e lfa re  o f the na tion  o f the w hole.”

N o r any absence o f tr ie d  and trus ted  phrases: “ in ­
du s tria l m anagem ent m ust continue to do a ll in  its  
power to keep a live  the fa ith  o f the pub lic  in  the 
tra d it io n a l A m erican  p rinc ip les  o f free  enterprise, as 
the g u a ra n to r o f in d iv idu a l o p p o rtu n ity  and se cu rity .”

B u t, incred ib le  as i t  m ig h t seem, the en tire  p la tfo rm  
does no t m ention in  a sing le  w ord o r phrase e ith e r un­
em ploym ent o r the w a r! N or, indeed, is there any con­
crete analysis o f any th ing .

Yet, fro m  another p o in t o f view, th is  P la tfo rm  is 
no t w ith o u t a purpose, and th is  purpose a t the same 
tim e  expla ins w hy i t  canno t be o ther than  stup id.

E ig h t requisites fo r  ach iev ing the “ go a l" o f indus­
t r y  are listed. The f ir s t  tw o  o f the requis ites are as 
fo llow s :
” 1. M aintenance o f in d iv id u a l in it ia t iv e  and free  en­

te rp rise . . . .
“ 2. R ecogn ition  o f the social value o f the p ro fit  m o­

tiv e  as a po w erfu l incen tive  to a ll p roductive  e f­
fo r t  and o f the economic need fo r  p ro fits  in  indus­
t r y  su ffic ien t to  m a in ta in  and expand e x is ting  
en te rp rise .”

These are the po lite  words in  w h ich  business-men 
re fe r to cap ita lism . P lac ing  these tw o  requis ites as 
f irs t in ach iev ing th e ir  goal means s im p ly : fo r  us, 
ca p ita lis t p r iva te  p ro p e rty  r ig h ts  come f irs t,  and ev­
e ry th in g  else is subord inated to  them , e ve ry th in g  else 
w il l  be sacrificed to them.

W ith  th is  as th e ir  cen tra l purpose, they could no t 
possib ly go on to  any sc ien tific  analysis o f the  econ­
om y. I f  they did, the y  w ou ld  o n ly  be able to  prove 
th a t unem ploym ent, s ta rva tio n , m ise ry , w ar, na tiona l 
and in te rn a tio n a l chaos are w h a t fo llo w  fro m  th e ir 
purpose; they w ou ld  have to  expose themselves to  the 
public, and— w h a t is p a in fu l fo r  m any o f them — also 
to  themselves. Therefore, they  can o n ly  fa l l  back on 
vague genera lities  and the  slogans o f A dam  S m ith.

The c u ltu ra l la g  in  the ideas o f these m en sym bo l­
izes accu ra te ly  the fa c t th a t the men themselves and 
the purposes w h ich  the y  t r y  to fu lf i l l  in  the w o rld  
have come in to  insurm ountab le  con flic t w ith  any sane 
and decent p lan  fo r  the  re -o rgan iza tion  o f socie ty  in  
the in te rests o f m ankind as a whole.

The N.A.M. and Washington
There is another notable fea tu re  o f the P la tfo rm  

and, fo r  the m ost p a rt, o f the speeches a t the  Con­
gress. A s  compared w ith  fo rm e r years, the tone is ex­
trem e ly  m ild . F ro m  1935 u n t il las t yea r there  were 
a lw ays a num ber o f b it te r  a ttacks  on the Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  and its  policies. T h is  year, the adm in­
is tra tio n  was h a rd ly  mentioned, and ob jections to  its  
policies too k  the fo rm  usua lly  o f fr ie n d ly  advice ra th ­
e r than sharp c ritic ism .

There seem to  be tw o  ch ie f reasons fo r  th is  im p o rt­
a n t change. In  the f ir s t  place, these men, so s tup id  in  
general ideas b u t shrewd in  p ra c tic a l a ffa irs , know  
th a t the N ew  Deal is buried. They do not, lik e  D ubin- 
sky  o r H illm a n  o r the N ew  Leader, bu ry  th e ir  heads 
in  a dream  o f the past, when i t  comes to a problem  o f 
do lla rs  and cents. They are w e ll satisfied w ith  the 
Roosevelt reaction  o f the la s t year, so fa r  as i t  has 
gone to  date. N a tu ra lly  they s t i l l  have th e ir  demands: 
one o f the p lanks in  th e ir  p la tfo rm  is th e ir  w a y  o f 
c a llin g  fo r  ab o lition  o f the closed shop. B u t the bogey­
man o f Roosevelt as a "serious th re a t to  business,”  
w h ich  haunted some o f them , is by  now dispelled.

And, secondly, they are, in  th e ir  own w ay, w o rried  
about the w ar. T h e ir  fea rs were expressed by E rnes t 
T. W eir, who has spoken s im ila r ly  on several occa­
sions du rin g  recent m onths. D im ly  they  grasp th e ir  
te rr ib le  d ilem m a: th a t they, the ru le rs  o f A m erica, 
cannot live  w ith o u t p lu n g in g  the na tion  in to  the w a r; 
and ye t th a t they  m ay no t f ind  themselves and th e ir  
system  s t i l l  l iv in g  when the w a r is over. They do no t 
know  how to solve th is  d ilem m a, w h ich  is in  fa c t in ­
soluble. A nd  m any o f them  are beg inn ing to  believe 
th a t they  w i l l  have to  tu rn  the w a r- jo b  over to 
Roosevelt, who seems so confident th a t he can handle 
it .


