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WORKERS OF THE  
W O R LD  U N IT E !

LE T THE PEOPLE 
VOTE ON WAR

BRITISH BID TO GERMANY AIMED AGAINST USSR
The Kremlin's A im  
In the Finnish Crisis
U ntil a few days ago it appeared that the original demands 

of the Soviet government upon Finland would be peaceably 
compromised. Suddenly, however, all indications of compro
mise seem to have disappeared. Why? What has happened? 
You cannot tell from the preposterous and w ild  vituperation 
in the Soviet press or its repetition in the Stalinist press. Nor 
can you tell from the anti-Soviet propaganda which dominates 
the “ democratic”  press. As in all other questions connected 
with the Second W orld W ar, we in the “ th ird  camp”— the 
camp o f revolutionary struggle against the war— must make 
our analysis independently o f both the warring camps.

The general international situation is characterized by con
tinuation o f tlie attempts o f Britain to reach an agreement 
w ith German imperialism, minus H itler. Such a peace would 
be made at the expense o f the Soviet Union. “ Every big war, 
irrespective o f its in itia l motives, must pose squarely the 
question o f m ilitary intervention against the USSR in order 
to transfuse fresh blood into the sclerotic veins o f capitalism.” 
These words, from our international theses on war (1934) are 
now receiving fresh confirmation. Chamberlain in the House 
o f Commons on Tuesday made a new bid to Germany— the 
very same day that the Soviet government denounced its non
aggression pact w ith Finland. The Soviet bureaucracy is 
aware o f the mortal danger which the prospect o f a British- 
German peace would signify fo r the Soviet Union. I t  en
deavors to ward o ff that danger. But its endeavor is condi
tioned by the nature, history and ingrained methods o f the 
Soviet bureaucracy.

Only Real Defense of the USSR
The only real way to defend the Soviet Union against the 

encircling capitalist world is to put an end to that capitalist 
encirclement. Only successful proletarian revolutions in the 
advanced countries can save the Soviet Union; otherwise the 
Capitalist world -is certain to put arr end to-the Soviet Union. 
But this method o f defending the first workers’ state is one 
which the Krem lin w ill not and cannot undertake. I t  has no 
faith in either the Soviet masses or the international working 
class. Its own rule at home is based on a totalitarian political 
system, which can last only so long as the Soviet masses re
main passive; revolutions abroad would break that passivity 
and put an end to the Kremlin oligarchy. I t  fears socialist 
revolutions as much as do the imperialist rulers.

Having no faith in the international working class, the 
Soviet bureaucracy has placed its fate on pacts w ith one im
perialist power or another. For five years it deluded the 
workers with slogans for “ defense of the democracies.”  Now 
that H itle r is the ally, the Stalinist press whines that the 
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Behind the Lines
_________________ _ B y  G EORGE S T E R N  __________________

The w a r atm osphere so care
fu l ly  created by Roosevelt, by 
the  S ta te  D e pa rtm e n t and by  the 
en tire  press, n a tu ra lly  assumes 
its  sharpest fo rm s  the closer you 
ge t to  the probable zones o f US 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  ac tu a l ho s tilitie s .

W hile  W a ll S tree t d ip lom acy 
hopes to  b r in g  Japan in to  con
f l ic t  aga inst Russia and thus save 
its e lf  p a r t  o f the overhead ex
penses o f the  w a r, Japan rem ains 
the p r in c ip a l prospective foe. F o r 
even i f  i t  realizes its  cherished 
hope o f sm ashing the Soviet 
S tate, US  im p e ria lism  s t i l l  has 
the  p r im a ry  task  o f c rush ing  the 
Japanese th re a t to i ts  suprem acy 
in  the  Pacific.

The m ost spectacu lar A m e ri
can w a r moves are consequently 
d irected a t Japan— fo r  the  im m e
d ia te  purpose o f e xe rtin g  pres
sure upon Japan’s own policies 
and fo r  th e  u ltim a te  po licy  o f 
ending fo re ve r the  Japanese 
dream  o f conquest.

T h is  is apparent enough fro m  
the pub lic  declarations o f h igh  
offic ia ls  lik e  S enator P ittm a n , 
fro m  the in fla m m a to ry  ed ito ria ls  
in  lead ing papers lik e  the  New 
Y o rk  T im es and H e ra ld  T ribune .

B u t in  H aw a ii, W a ll S tree t’s 
p r in c ip a l P ac ific  outpost, these 
moves are fe lt ,  seen, and heard 
in  th e ir  m ost subs tan tia l fo rm . 
There th e  in h a b ita n ts  a re  closest 
to  the actua l w a r preparations. 
There  the w a r - jingoes in  the 
press are loudest, m ost b la tan t.

Take fo r  exam ple an e d ito r ia l 
in  the H a w a ii Sentine l, a H ono lu 
lu  weekly, w h ich  has take n  as 
its  ho ly  and sacred m ission to  
ge t W ash ing ton  to  crack  down 
on the  la rge  Japanese popula
tio n  o f the  islands as spies, a l
iens, and tools o f the hated N ip 
ponese emperor.

"T he re  is  a fee ling  o f un rest 
in  H a w a ii,”  th is  paper says. . . 
A m erican  ba ttlesh ips a re  en te r
in g  and leav ing  P earl H a rb o r . . . 
T h e ir  com ings and goings are 
p ra c tic a lly  under a censorship.

“ In  the s k y  above H ono lu lu  
can be heard fro m  tim e  to  tim e  
the ro a r o f planes, th a t  are being 
deta iled to  d u ty  a long the a ir  
bases, now  fu n c tio n in g  on the Is l
ands th a t  m ake ,us A m e rica ’s 
b iggest M ag in o t line  in  the Pa
cific. O ther planes are ta k in g  o ff 
in  fo rm a tio n  fo r  the P hilipp ines. 
D estroyers and subm arines o f the 
la te s t type drop in to  H a w a ii po rts  
and then sa il under secret orders 
tow a rd  the w est in  the  Pacific.

“ A m e rica  is  on guard  in  the  
Pacific . T here  is  some g r im  busi
ness a foo t. H a w a ii is  the  hub o f 
th a t  g r im  business.

“ W h ich  b ring s  us to  the  ques
tio n : w hen is  U ncle Sam go ing 
to move in to  H a w a ii and see th a t 
the elem ents behind A m erica ’s 
M ag in o t line  in  the P ac ific  are 
no t a menace to  a ll th is  g r im  ac
t iv ity .

“ H a w a ii, w he the r she likes  i t  
o r not, is  be ing prepared fo r  a 
g r im  role. H e r s il ly  days, as the  
p layg round  o f s il ly  tou ris ts , are 
ove r; as is her ro le  a t p la y in g  in 
du lg en t god fa the r to  Shinto- 
Americ.ans . .

In  H a w a ii the Japanese fo rm  a 
good th ird  o f the popu la tion ; and 
the num ber o f those born in  the 
Islands, thereby m a k in g  them  
A m erican  citizens, is fa s t reach
in g  the p o in t where they w i l l  no r
m a lly  come in to  vo te -con tro l i f  
pe rm itte d  to  do so.

T h a t is w h y  also when the 
“ g r im  business”  comes to  the 
po in t, H a w a ii w i l l  be one o f the 
f ir s t  to  fee l the heel o f the w a r 
d ic ta to rsh ip .

<*>

PACKINGHOUSE 
WORKERS WIN 
NLRB ELECTION

Dies Investigation 
Fails to Break Sol
idarity of Workers

B y  W M . S IM M O N S
C H IC AG O , 111.— In  sp ite  o f the 

m ost adverse high-pressure pub
l ic i t y  the  CIO  packinghouse 
w o rke rs  un ion w on an election 
fo r  co llec tive  ba rg a in in g  las t 
week a t the  Chicago A rm o u r 
p lan ts, by  abou t tw o  to  one.

I t  ju s t so happened th a t the 
Dies C om m ittee  reopened its  
hearings in  Chicago a  couple o f 
days p r io r  to  these elections. A nd  
by a m ere Coincidence i t  chanced 
to  p ic k  on th is  p a r tic u la r  un ion 
as the  f ir s t  v ic t im  to be in v e s ti
gated in  the  search fo r  “ un- 
A m erican ”  tendencies. N a tu ra lly  
the d a ily  papers made the m ost 
o f th is , never fo rg e tt in g  to  m en
t io n  the scheduled elections jo in t
ly  w ith  the  hearings.

B o th  H e rb e rt M a rsh  o f the 
packinghouse w o rke rs  un ion and 
his ass is tan t d irec to r, Johnson, 
were c ited  to  appear before the 
Dies C om m ittee. B o th  denied 
m em bership in  the  C om m unist 
P a rty . Y e t the  p redom inan t S ta l
in is t  in fluence in  the leadership 
o f th is  un ion is no secret. I f  
n o th in g  else the  m iserable rec
o rd  o f b e lly -c ra w lin g  and ko w 
to w in g  to  A rm o u r and Co. by  
p ra c tic a lly  a l l o f the  h igh e r o ffi
c ia ls  w ou ld  be a  su ffic ien t ind ica 
tion .

A lso  c ited  to  ap pe a r,w as  the 
T o m e r  pres ident ' ò f  T hè  dh icago ' 
A rm o u r local, w ho com pla ined 
th a t several tim es the hea t had 
been p u t on h im  when he res is t
ed jo in in g  the  C.P., and th a t  f i 
na lly , when he persisted in  his 
re fusa l, found  ano the r occupant 
a t the p res ident’s desk.

P ro te s t was made to  Dies of. 
h is a rb it ra ry  m anner o f p ick in g  
on on ly  one un ion w h ile  there 
was ano the r in  the  fie ld  contend
in g  fo r  the fa v o r o f the  pa ck in g 
house w orkers . So as a m a tte r o f 
fo rm  he subsequently in v ite d  a 
couple o f o ffic ia ls  fro m  the  A m a l
gam ated M ea t C u tte rs  and 
B u tch e r W orkm en  (the  A F L  
a ffilia te ) to  appear and have th e ir  
say. W h a t the y  said could no t 
have been m uch; nobody payed 
any a tten tion . B u t now the sum 
to ta l o f these v a lia n t e ffo rts  by 
M r. D ies is a resounding v ic to ry  
fo r  the CIO.

W in  Resounding V ic to ry
There were 7,253 w o rke rs  e lig  

ib le  to  vote in  the Chicago A r 
m our p lan ts  e lections— those in  
the  p roduction  and m aintenance 
departm ents  who were on the 
p a y ro ll Oct. 28, excepting  ce rta in  
superv iso ry  employees. O f the 
to ta l 785 did  n o t vote, and 161 
o f the  ba llo ts  cast were d isqua l
ified o r challenged. The tab u la 
t io n  showed 4,006 votes cast fo r  
the C IO  union, 1,047 fo r  the A F L  
union, and 1,254 w o rke rs  vo tin g  
fo r  ne ithe r union. O bviously  a 
la rge  m a jo r ity  o f the pa ck in g 
house w o rke rs  in  Chicago, Dies 
C om m ittee o r no Dies C o m m it
tee, are p e rfe c tly  conscious o f the 
fa c t th a t  they  w a n t a un ion r ig h t  
in  the  yards, an in d u s tr ia l un 
ion, w h ich  the y  know  to  have 
been associated w ith  m il ita n t  ac
tiv it ie s . Hence th e y  voted fo r  the 
CIO. They have done so once be
fore. To d isappo in t these w o rk 
ers w ou ld  be c rim in a l.

Democracy on the Home Front

Defense Riddles FBI Frame-up 
Against Mpls. W P A  Workers

NEUTRALITY LAWS 
DON'T APPLY TO 
BANKERS

O T T A W A  —  A m erican  bankers 
do n o t w o rry  abou t U n ited  States 
n e u tra lity  law s o r  the Johnson 
A c t  w h ich  p ro h ib its  loans to  be l
lig e re n t na tions and those who 
defau lted on the  debts owed fro m  
the la s t w a r. They expect to  g e t 
th e ir  share o f w a r p ro fits  th rou gh  
loans to  Canadian m u n itio n  cor
porations. In  recent weeks repre
sentatives o f N ew  Y o rk  in ve s t
m en t bankers have been frequen t 
v is ito rs  to  the offices o f Canadian 
arm am en t concerns a rra n g in g  fo r  
loans fo r  p la n t expansion.

Government Acted as Scab and Strikebreakerf
f

In Enforcing Woodrum Law W ith Armed 
Force, Attorney For Defense Proves

M IN N E A P O L IS , Nov. 23— Since last Wednesday, when 
the parade o f 158 government witnesses in the third W P A  
strike tria l finally came to an end, the defense has been pre
senting its case.

As was expected, Judge Joyce denied the defense motions 
for dismissal o f the case, although the parade o f government 
witnesses had failed to establish the indictment charges that 
the strikers had violated Section 28 o f the Roosevelt-Wood- 
rum Relief Law by “ intim idating”  W P A  workers and that 
they had “ conspired”  to that?, 
end.

In his first speech to the
jury, defense attorney Tom 
Davis termed the tria l an his-

toric case and one o f the 
strangest in American ju ris 
prudence.

“ The indictment,”  he said,
(C ontinued on Page 2)

The Socialist Appeal Returns 
To Weekly Publication

O w ing  to  e x tra o rd in a ry  f in a n 
c ia l d ifficu ltie s , the S oc ia lis t A p 
peal is  obliged, fo r  the  tim e  be
ing, to  d iscontinue tw ice -w eek ly  
pu b lica tio n  and to  re tu rn  to  a 
w eek ly  basis, beg inn ing  w ith  th is  
issue. The price  o f s ing le  copies 
re tu rn s  to  the o r ig in a l p rice o f 
five  cents. The subscrip tion  ra te  
rem ains as before.

F o r ne a rly  ten  m onths we have 
published the  A ppea l tw ice  a 
week w ith o u t sk ip p in g  >a single 
issue. F o llo w in g  the ou tb reak  o f 
the w a r  cris is  we even m anaged 
to  b r in g  o u t the  paper three 
tim es a  week. A l l  th is  was done 
a t the  cost o f exceptional e ffo rts  
and financ ia l sacrifices on the 
p a r t  o f ou r p a r ty  m em bership 
and the frien ds  o f ou r m ovem ent.

In  the  recent period, as a  re 
s u lt o f  a  com b ina tion  o f c ircu m 
stances, the financ ia l s tra in  has 
become too grea t. In  sp ite  o f a ll 
economics and the  generous con
tr ib u tio n s  o f p a r ty  m embers and 
friends, the  w e ek ly  d e fic it w h ich  
had to  be made up b y  c o n trib u 
tions continued a t such a figu re  
as to absorb ou r fina nc ia l re 

sources, p lunge us in to  debt and 
d is ru p t the p rope r balance be
tween l i te ra ry  propaganda and 
o rg an iza tio na l w o rk . U nde r these 
circum stances a te m p o ra ry  re 
t re a t became unavoidable.

T h is  alone w i l l  g ive us the  pos
s ib il i ty  o f re a d ju s tin g  ou r bud
g e t and p re p a rin g  fo r  another 
step fo rw a rd .

T h is  step, d ic ta ted  by  econom
ic  necessities, does not, however, 
re lieve us o f the ex trem e ly  d iff i
c u lt  fina nc ia l problem  o f the m o
m ent. In  v iew  o f o u r accum ula t
ed and pressing debts the m a in 
tenance o f the  w e ek ly  pu b lica tio n  
and the developm ent o f ou r fie ld  
o rg an iza tio n  w o rk  w i l l  be pos
sib le on ly  i f  the  organ iza tion - 
press fun d  cam paign, prov ided 
fo r  by ou r la s t convention, is 
ca rried  th ro u g h  to  a successful 
conclusion.

The plans and provis ions fo r  
the  com ple tion o f th is  cam paign 
w h ich  are now before the  p a r ty  
branches w i l l  be reported in  sub
sequent issues o f the  w eek ly  
S oc ia lis t Appea l.

PREPARE STRIKE 
IN NEW JERSEY 
CRUCIBLE STEEL

Company Stalls in 
Negotiations with 
Steel Workers

N E W A R K — N e go tia tion s  fo r  a 
new c o n tra c t between the C ru c i
ble Steel Com pany and the  Steel 
W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee, 
begun Oct. 17, reached a  stage o f 
f in a l breakdow n and pending 
s tr ik e  th is  week, as i t  became ap
pa ren t th a t  the Com pany’s a t t i 
tude o f tem po riz in g  on un ion de
m ands is an a tte m p t to  weaken 
ra n k  and file  m ilita n cy .

The f ig h t fo r  the  new con tra c t 
was in s titu te d  la s t June by  the 
Jersey C ity  and H a rr is o n  lodges 
o f the SWOC. W o rk in g  conditions 
in  these p lan ts  had reached such 
a m iserable s ta te  o f a ffa irs  th a t 
the li fe  o f the un ion was endan
gered. The Com pany refused o u t
r ig h t  to ba rga in  w ith  un ion  rep
resentatives» M in o r  grievances 
were re fe rred  to  “ im p a rt ia l a rb i
tra to rs ”  fo r  se ttlem ent. M a jo r  
cases were deferred fro m  m on th  
to  m onth . U nse ttled  grievances 
were the  rule.

The Com pany ins is ted on the 
use o f the s tagger system  —  a 
p lan o f w o rk  week whereby the  
w o rke rs  are fleeced o u t o f tim e  
and one h a lf for- S a tu rday  and 
Sunday w o rk  under th is  system  
the p lan ts  w ou ld  be in  opera tion  
365 days o f the year. Officers, 
shop-stewards and grievance 
com m ittee-m en were con s tan tly  
in tim ida ted ., and d isc rim ina ted  
against. A  new c o n tra c t g ra n tin g  
these basic demands became a 
life  o r death issue fo r  the union.

R is ing  Prices A n  Issue
A n o th e r im p o rta n t fa c to r  a g i

ta t in g  the ra n k  and f ile  was the 
rise in  the  cost o f liv in g . The 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

RACE RIOT 
AGAINST AUTO 
UNION FIZZLES

Corporation Organ
izes New Vigilante 
Groups in Detroit

( Specia l to  the  S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
D E T R O I T ,  N o v .  27 —  The 

C h rys le r C o rpo ra tion  is  now  ta k 
in g  the  f ir s t  a c tive  steps in  
launch ing  a  bac.k-to -w ork m ove
m ent. T h is  m o rn in g  200 N egro  
s trikeb rea ke rs  w ere escorted u n 
der heavy po lice gua rd  th ro u g h  a 
p icke t line  o f m ore tha n  5,000 
w o rke rs  in to  the  Dodge p lan t. 
The scabs were jeered by  the  
p icke ts  and a  clash was averted 
on ly  because o f shouted orders by 
R icha rd  Frankensteen, U . A . W . 
E xecu tive  B oa rd  m em ber, and 
P a t Q uinn, P resident o f the  
Dodge U .A .W . local.

I t  was c lear to  observers here 
th a t th is  s tr ik e b re a k in g  move 
can have no o th e r s ignificance 
than as a provoca tion  by the cor
po ra tion . The 200 Negroes are a l
m ost exc lus ive ly  fo u n d ry  w o rk 
ers and the  co rp o ra tion  cannot 
hope to  operate its  Dodge p lan t, 
w ith  a  no rm a l capac ity  o f 25,000 
w orkers , w ith  tw e n ty  tim es the 
n u m b e r  t h a t  w a s  escorted 
th rou gh  the p icke t line  today.

A tte m p t to  F om en t R ace-R io t
U n ion  leaders accu ra te ly  peg

ged the aim s o f the  corpora tion  
w hen they  ca lled i t  an a tte m p t to  
fom en t a “ race r io t ”  in  D e tro it. 
The clash th a t  com pany offic ia ls  
hope to  provoke between N egro 
and w h ite  w o rke rs  is  in tended to  
create a  b a ttle  between the  w o rk 
ers themselves on a ra c ia l issue 
and the reby fa c il ita te  w idespread 
s tr ik e b re a k in g  and u ltim a te  s ta te  
in te rven tion .

The corpora tion  js  pe rs is tin g  in  
its  den ia l th a t  i t  has no in te n tio n  
o f o rg an iz in g  a b a ck -to -w o rk  
m ovem ent. B u t i t  is  obvious th a t 
run n ing  scabs th ro u g h  the p icke t 
line  has no o th e r purpose th a n  to  
b reak the  m ora le  o f the  un ion 
men w ho have now  been s tarved 
in  th is  lo cko u t fo r  some 46 days.

N egro  Appea l fo r  S o lid a rity
A  long step tow ards c rea ting  

cooperation between N egro  and 
w h ite  w o rke rs  was take n  in  a 
s ta tem ent issued b y  D e tro it  N e
g ro  com m u n ity  leaders in  a le a f
le t o f 15,000 copies d is tr ib u te d  in  
the  N egro  d is tr ic t.  The lea fle t 
condemned the back to  w o rk  
m ovem ent s ta t in g  th a t,

“ A n y  e ffo r t to  p u t Negroes 
back to  w o rk  in  th e  fac to ries  
over the  m a jo r ity  o f th e  w o rk 
ers w i l l  spe ll doom to  N egro  
w o rke rs  in  the  fac to ries . N egro  
w o rke rs  m us t n o t a llo w  them 
selves to  be used by irrespon
sib le  leaders.”

T h is  la te s t ba ck -to -w o rk  move
m ent, as in  a ll o th e r cases in  the 
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Roosevelt 
Also Seeks 
Jap-USSR
Conflict

In  the very midst o f inten
sified warfare on the sea, 
Great Brita in this w^ek made 
a new and very definite bid to 
Germany for a reshuffling o f 
the cards in the European war 
deck.

“ None o f us kfiow how long 
this war w ill last,”  said Cham
berlain in the House o f Com
mons on Tuesday, “ in what 
direction it  w ill develop or, 
when it is ended, who w ill be 
standing at our side and who 
against us.”

This unmistakable b id  to  

Germany came a t a t im e  w h e n  
S ta lin  seemed to  be rea dy ing  his 
grab o f F in land , a move th a t  
G erm any cannot possib ly re lish, 
fo r  i t  w ou ld  p u t S oviet Russia 
as tride  G erm any’s v ita l n o rth e rn  
trade  routes.

I t  is  a t  th is  hour th a t  Cham ber- 
la in  once aga in  says to  the  Ger
m an generals and to  any o f the  
N a z i leaders w ho care to  lis te n : 
I t  is  s t i l l  n o t too la te  to  stop the  
w a r  between us and jo in  hands 
a g a ins t tbye Russian menace. A l l  
ydu ’ve g o t to  do is  rem ove H it le r  
and w e’re ready to  ta lk  business.

The a lte rn a tiv e  the  B r it is h  o f
fe r  is  s tra n g u la tio n  o f G erm any 
th rou gh  its  blockade on im p o rts  
and exports.

U S  A n ti-S o v ie t Moves
W ash ing ton  and W a ll S tree t 

are m eanw hile  w o rk in g  m ig h t and 
m a in  to w a rd  the same end— the  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f the w a r in to  a 
w a r aga ins t the  Soviet U n ion.

I t  is  to  th is  end th a t A m erican  
pressure on Japan is g ro w in g  ev
e ry  day. T h is  is  the m eaning o f 
the th rea ts  o f an em bargo aga inst 
Japan —  i.e., the  th re a t o f open 
w a r. Jus t as C ham berla in  says to  
G erm any; tie  y o u r  wheel to  o u r 
c h a rio t o r  w e w i l l  c rush y o u !—  
Roosevelt is now  in  e ffec t w a rn 
in g  Japan to  stop its  dealings fo r  
a pa c t w i th  Russia, to  become the 
spearhead o f an a tta c k  aga ins t 
Russia, o r  else fee l the m ig h t o f 
W a ll S tre e t’s N avy .

T h is  is the rea l essence o f w h a t 
is w ro n g ly  called the  “ phoniness”  
o f the  w a r. Cham berla in , spokes
m an fo r  the B r it is h  E m p ire  a t 
w a r, says ten weeks a f te r  w a r ’s 
ou tb rea k  th a t i t  is  im possib le to  
p re d ic t w ho w i l l  prove to  be 
frien ds  and who the foes.

(C ontinued on Page 3)

Announcing
MUT I NY!

A New Senes o f Special Articles, Beginning in  This Issue. . .

I. "We Want To Go Home!"
T H E  M U T IN Y  O F  T H E  R U S S IA N  B R IG A D E S  O N T H E  
W E S T E R N  F R O N T

II. “ . . .  At Least I Know Why I Am Dying!"
T H E  1917 M U T IN IE S  IN  T H E  F R E N C H  A R M Y

III. " We'll Make Peace Ourselves!"
T H E  K IE L  A N D  W IL H E L M  S H A K E N  M U T IN IE S  IN  
T H E  G E R M A N  F L E E T

IV. "We're Fed Up!"
T H E  P O S T -A R M IS T IC E  S T R IK E S  I N  T H E  B R IT IS H  
A R M Y

V. "Comrades! Why Are You Shooting
Your Brothers?"

T H E  B L A C K  S E A  M U T IN IE S  IN  T H E  F R E N C H  
F L E E T

VI. "Your Only Enemies Are Your Officers!"
LES SO N S A N D  C O N C LU S IO N S
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“ Lost Colony” —The End o f the ’Croppers T ra il
99 Families Live in Starvation and Squalor 
On "Squatters" Land In Missouri A fter 
Government Had Hounded Them O ff Highways

B y  R O B E R T  L . B IR C H M A N
N e a rly  500 ex - sharecroppers 

face s ta rv a tio n  and death in  a 
colony near P op la r B lu ff, M is 
sou ri. The colony is  rem in iscent 
o f  the w o rs t H oove rv illes  and 
Rooseveltburgs, b u t i t  is  home to 
the  men w ho were evicted la s t 
Jan ua ry  when the p lan te rs  decid- 

' ed to  h ire  day laborers, so th a t  
they  w ou ld  no t have to  share fed
e ra l subsidies w ith  the  croppers.

There n ine ty -n ine  fa m ilie s  live  
in  ra g  ten ts  and ba rre l-s tave  
shacks.

“ R e lie f”  fo r  Croppers
They live— i f  one can ca ll i t  l i v 

in g — on re lie f. A nd  w h a t re lie f! 
Each fa m ily  receives fo u r  pounds 
o f corn g r i t ,  fo u r  pounds o f meal, 
tw o  pounds o f beans fo r  a m onth. 
No sa lt, ba k in g  pow er o r  grease. 
M an y  fa m ilie s  num ber as m any as 
ten. There is on ly  sp rin g  w a te r 
fo r  d r in k in g  and cooking. Coffee 
is made fro m  reboiled grounds, 
and d ru n k  w ith o u t sugar. There 
is no m eat and a ll the  m ilk  is 
supplied by  three po o rly  fed cows.

M ost o f the 160 ch ild ren  are 
under ten  years o f age, inc lud ing  
16 babies, three bom  a t the camp. 
M os t o f the adu lts  are over 40.

These homeless croppers took

refuge on 93 acres o f uncleared 
land good o n ly  fo r  “ squ a tting .”  
A f te r  hav ing  been hounded a long 
the h ighw ays by the  police and 
loca l au th o ritie s  fo r  m onths the y  
located a t the “ Lo s t Colony.”  The 
land, hard-scrabble h i l l  land, w ith  
a th in  la ye r o f so il over its  grave l 
and rock  bed, was purchased fo r  
$3 an acre by  m oney donated by 
sym path ize rs in  St. Louis. The 
land a t the  best could no t furn ish- 
sustenance fo r  m ore tha n  five  fa 
m ilies.

L ive  In  R ag Tent»
M any o f the fa m ilie s  live  in  rag  

tents. A  num ber o f shacks have 
been b u ilt, us ing  sm all logs fo r  
the fra m e  and discarded b a rre l- 
staves fro m  a nearby b a rre l m il l 
fo r  the roo fs  and som etim es the 
sides. L a ck  o f na ils  has held up 
com ple tion o f m any o f these h a lf-  
fin ished shacks. Holes have been 
chinked w ith  mud, w h ich  the  f irs t  
heavy ra in  w i l l  wash out. O n ly  a 
fe w  have obtained lu m be r fo r  
doors. A l l  have open w indows, 
screened by  paper, sacks, o r 
clothes. The bare ground is the 
on ly  floor. W hen i t  s to rm s the 
ra in  sweeps - down in  gusts th a t 
o fte n  soaks the ten ts  and th e y  
are overturned.

N o t One Good Stove
There is no t one good stove in  

the camp. The cooking is done in  
the open and such m eals as there  
are, are eaten outdoors.

M any fam ilies , those w ith  sev
era l ch ild ren, run  ou t Of beans be
fore the end o f the m onth . M o th 
ers feed th e ir  ch ild ren  a t the 
breast fo r  tw o  and three years—  
there is  no th in g  else to  feed them . 
A  num ber o f the fam ilies  have 
adopted ch ild ren  and aged depen
dents. Some o f the  aged wom en 
had applied fo r  old age pensions, 
b u t received such techn ica lly  
worded rep lies th a t the y  dropped 
the m a tte r then and there.

M edica l a tte n tio n  is im possible 
to  secure. M ild re d  G. Freed re 
p o rts  in  the  N ew  Y o rk  P ost th a t 
she saw  a young N egro  w om an 
toss ing feve rish ly  in  bed f ro m  a 
m isca rriage— her th ird  w ith in  a 
year. W hen she asked i f  a  docto r 
had been called the rep ly  was 
“ P riv a te  doc to r he w on ’ com ’ 
’cause we a in ’t  go t m oney an ’ 
coun ty  doc to r he said he a in ’ t 
never gonna help us.”  .5

Forb idden to  F ish
W h ile  the r iv e r  is a t the  edge 

o f the cam p and woods a ll around 
it ,  the colon ists are fo rb idden by 
the s h e riff to  h u n t o r fish. One 
old man, who was deaf and had 
n o t heard the she riff read the 
la w  w e n t fish ing  and was a rre s t
ed. A  boy was shot and wounded 
when he was found h u n tin g  in  
the woods.

The “ Lo s t C olony”  is composed

of the rem nants o f the  1500 vas
sals o f K in g  C o tton  and th e -c o t
ton  n o b ility  who were ev ic ted la s t 
Jan ua ry  fro m  th e ir  m iserable 
shacks when th e y  refused to  ac
cept a change in  s ta tus  to  th a t  o f 
day laborers. The p la n ta tio n  ow n
ers were m a k in g  th is  change in  
o rder th a t the y  w ou ld  n o t have 
to share the co tton  reduction  p a r
ity  paym ents w ith  the croppers.
. In  1938 the cropper received 

p a r ity  paym ents o f approx im ate- 
$100, about on e -th ird  o f th e ir  in 
come. The labo re r received fro m  
75 cents to  a $1 a day fo r  100 to  
120 days and no advanced c re d it 
fro m  the p lan te r, w h ich  the crop
per receives. The increase in  day 
laborers would b r in g  the day ra te  
dowja to  as lo w  as 40 cents fo r  a 
10 to  14 ho u r day.

H ad L ived  on H ighw ays
L iv in g  under a ty ra n n y  o ften  

worse than  under cha tte l slavery, 
the croppers revo lted  by the hun
dreds la s t Jan ua ry  and advertised 
th e ir  p lig h t and homelessness to  
the na tion  by cam ping in  te n ts 'o f 
rags on th $  M issouri h ighways. 
The local, s ta te  and federa l au
th o ritie s  found one p re te x t a fte r  
another fo r  n o t supp ly ing  the 
croppers w ith  re lie f o r  homes. 
A f te r  some days they gave m eag
re hand-outs to  the  croppers. The 
St. Louis C IO  Council sen t tru c k  
loads o f food on the th ird  day o f 
the dem onstra tion .

The p lan te rs  pro tested aga inst 
g iv in g  re lie f to  the  croppers and 
blamed "a g ita to rs ”  fo r  the 
“ dam nable scheme”  and demand-

Cotton Kings Howl for Government To Cut 
O ff Miserable Relief; W ant To Force 
Croppers To Become Day-Laborers

ed an investiga tion . Owen H. 
W h itfie lds , loca l leader o f the 
croppers and vice-president o f the 
Southern T enant F a rm ers  U n ion 
was threa tened by  the plan te rs. 
Since then he has w orked  in  St. 
Lou is to  secure, a id  fo r  the  crop
pers. J. R. B u tle r, pres ident o f 
the U n ion, was "escorted”  to  the 
sta te  border by the s ta te  police 
when he sought to  advise the 
croppers.

“ Menace to  P ub lic  H e a lth ”
The S tate H e a lth  Com m ission

e r declared the  croppers “ a se ri
ous menace to  pub lic  he a lth ”  and 
forced them  fro m  the highw ays. 
T w en ty -th re e  fa m ilie s  were piled 
on the M iss iss ipp i levee; th ir t y -  
tw o  fa m ilie s  were dumped in to  a 
tw o -room  abandoned b u ild in g  and 
tw e n ty -fiv e  fa m ilie s  were crow d
ed in to  an unused church. Soon 
the owners o f the bu ild ings  in s ti
tu ted  proceedings aga ins t the 
"trespassers.”  F riends o f the 
croppers and the C IO  in  St. Lou is 
then bought them  the s tr ip  o f 
land where th e y  now  live.

E ducation  A m ong  Croppers
The few  w h ite  ch ild ren  in  the 

camp m ust w a lk  tw o  m iles to  a 
ju n c tio n  to meet a school bus. N o 
p rov is ion  has been made fo r  the

m ore than  n in e ty  N egro  ch ild ren 
o f grade school age and they 
manage the best the y  can. Sev
era l o f the h igh  school students 
in  the  cam p are m a k in g  a ttem p ts  
a f te r  th e ir  school hours to  teach 
the ch ildren. The Federal govern
m en t has offered to  prov ide W P A  
teachers i f  the croppers w i l l  p ro 
vide a school bu ild ing . These peo
ple w ith o u t resources are bu ild 
in g  a combined m ee ting  h a ll and 
scheool. The w o rk  is  held up fo r  
lack  o f na ils, roo fing  and w in 
dows. A nd  unless a  he a tin g  sys
tem  is provided, no school can be 
held.

The S outhern T enant F arm ers 
U n ion  has asked fo r  Federa l aid. 
The colon ists have w r it te n  to 
W ash ing ton  themselves b u t are 
a lw ays re fe rred  back to  the  loca l 
au tho ritie s  w ho do abso lu te ly  
no th ing.

“ There are no jobs fo r  them ,”  
says Pres. J. R. B u tle r  o f the S T- 
F U , “ and they  can’ t  ho ld o u t un 
t i l  S p ring  unless th e y  ge t re lie f 
fro m  some place.”

N o longer needed by the  co tton  
n o b ility  now  seeking new w ays 
to  ga rne r p ro fits  fro m  cotton , the 
croppers are th ro w n  on the scrap 
heap to  s ta rve  and freeze to  
death.

WORKERS’ FORUM

Defense Riddles FBI Frame-up 
Against Mpls. W P A  Workers

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

“charges violation of Section 
28 o f the W oodrum  re lie f law . 
The governm ent m ust no t on ly  
prove th a t Section 28 was v io la t
ed, b u t th a t the defendants CON
S P IR E D  to  v io la te  it .

“ The tes tim ony w i l l  show th a t 
on the  n ig h t o f June 30 the W ood- 
ru m  la w  was passed and th a t im 
m ed ia te ly  a fte rw a rd , a ll over the 
coun try , s tr ik e s  broke ou t. On 
J u ly  5 in  M inneapo lis the  B u ild 
in g  Trades Council voted to  
s tr ik e  in  p ro te s t ag a ins t th is  law .

“ M aybe some o f you ju ro rs  
th in k  you can’t  s tr ik e  against 
the  governm ent. The c o u rt w i l l  
te ll you th a t  you C A N  S T R IK E  
A G A IN S T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  
A N D  Y O U  C A N  P IC K E T .”

G overnm ent a  Scab
D avis  b it te r ly  condemned the 

re lie f la w  as show ing a  to ta l d is
rega rd  o f the  en tire  wage s tru c 
tu re  o f the qoun try , and th a t the 
a c t made the governm ent a  scab. 
• To show  the rid iculousness o f 
the charge o f conspiracy, D avis 
po in ted  ou t th a t  in  St. Pau l a t 
th e  fa i r  grounds, p ra c tic a lly  ev
e ry  w o rk e r w a lked  o u t on s tr ike , 
y e t the ch ie f W P A  w o rk e rs ’ o r 
ga n iza tion  here, the Federal

W orke rs  Section o f General D r iv 
ers U n ion  Local 544, d id  n o t have 
a sing le  m em ber on the p ro ject.

. A lm o s t a ll the 25 defendants 
in  the present t r ia l  are m em bers 
o f the Federa l W orke rs  Section.

The t r ia l  revo lves around the 
sew ing p ro je c t, w h ich  was closed 
down by the s tr ike . W hen the 
governm ent, a f te r  i t  had been 
closed by agreem ent fo r  several 
days, a ttem p ted  to  re-open i t  on 
J u ly  14, police fired  in to  the  p ic k 
ets, k il l in g  one and w ound ing  a 
score o f others.

, ' t  *

E d P a lm qu is t, M a x  Geldm an 
and Eddie A lb e rts , defendants 
and leaders o f the Federa l W o rk 
ers Section, were the p r in c ip a l 
persons ca lled to  the s tand so 
fa r  by the  defense.

A rm o re d  Cars Used
A s U S D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  A n 

derson toyed ne rvously  w ith  a 
photograph, P a lm qu is t to ld  o f 
the m urderous police assau lt on 
the p ickets— how  the cops had 
no sooner opened the doors o f  the  
sew ing pro jects, tha n  th e y  d i
rected a h a il o f bu lle ts  and tea r 
gas a t the p icke ts  across the 
street.

“ I  saw a m an fa ll.  I t  was E m il 
B ergstrom . He was k illed . A rm -

Marxism In  Our Times
by Leon Trotsky

A N  IN T R O D U C T IO N  T O :

Living Thoughts of Marx

ored cars were run n ing  in to  the 
crow d, com ing fro m  a ll d irections, 
shooting. I  ■ saw F red  Johnson 
shot f u l l  in  the face w ith  a tea r 
gas shell. I  caugh t h im  and help
ed guide h im  to  safe ty, then I  
saw P a t Roselle o f the Federal 
W orke rs  Section, sho t th rou gh  
the  a rm  w ith  a bu lle t. I  g o t some 
help and to o k  them  to  the  hospi
ta l.”

M ax  Geldman was able to  show 
the na tionw ide  cha rac te r o f the  
s tr ik e , a fa c t  w h ich  by its e lf  
shows up  the  absurd  “ consp iracy”  
charge levelled b y  the F edera l 
G overnm ent a g a in s t1 the  M inne 
apolis unemployed. \  ■

C om ic R e lie f ‘ ’,
One o f the lig h te r  m om ents 

came when defense a tto rn e y  D a
v is  called D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  A n 
derson to  accoun t fo r  h is  in s u lt
in g -b e h a v io r to w a rd  the  w itness
es. Anderson excused h is  sections 
by  say ing  th a t  people som etim es 
a c t th a t  w a y  “ in  m om ents o f 
righ teous in d ig na tion .”  W here
upon D avis pressed A nderson and 
g o t h im  to  a d m it he  was no t 
“ r ig h teo us ly  in d ig n a n t.”  In  o th e r 
words, he w as ju s t p u tt in g  on an. 
act.

B u t the same a c t has a lready 
succeeded in  co n v ic tin g  e igh t 
W P A  w o rke rs  in  the f ir s t  tw o  
tr ia ls , w ith  the a id  o f the  judge ’s 
exceeding ly broad d e fin itio n  o f 
consp iracy and ju r ie s  convened 
fro m  ou t-s ta te  ru ra l areas.

PREPARE STRIKE 
IN NEW JERSEY 
CRUCIBLE STEEL

A  200 page abridgement of 
Marx’s C A P ITA L, including 
the fundamental principles of 
modern day events. An entire 
newer reformist movements, 
“New Deal.” Also examines 
American and International 
movement.

the first volume ot Karl 
a brilliant exposition of 
Marxism in the light of 
section is devoted to the 
especially the Roosevelt 
the perspectives of the 

labor and revolutionary

T h is  book, P R IC E D  A T  $1.00 by the  publishers, 
Longraans-Green Co.,
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A. Phillip Randolph 
Speaks in L. A.

LOS A N G E LE S , Nov. 19— A . 
P h ilip  Randolph, In te rn a tio n a l 
P resident o f the  B ro therhood o f 
Sleeping C ar P o rte rs  (A F L ) ,  
speaking a t  the Second B a p tis t 
Church today  presented his p ro 
g ram  fo r  the N egro  people.

He c le a rly  po in ted ou t the 
cause o f unem ploym ent and eco
nom ic in s e c u rity  as being the  ob
solete c a p ita lis t system  and de
scribed the present w a r in  E u 
rope as a co n flic t between r iv a l 
im peria lism s seeking to  p ro tec t 
o r  acquire co lon ia l in terests.

Nevertheless, he u rged  the N e
groes to support the “ progress
ives”  in  the  R epublican and Dem- 

, o c ra tic  pa rties, especially Roose
v e lt and the New Deal, com plete
ly  d is rega rd ing  the fa c t  th a t 
these pa rties  bo th  represent and 
defend th a t  same cap ita lis t- im p e 
r ia lis t  system . N o t one w ord  was 
said exposing Roosevelt as a w a r
m onger, o r c r it ic iz in g  recent ad
m in is tra t io n  moves w h ich  have 
converted the  N ew  Deal in to  a 
W a r Deal.

A N N O U N C E M E N T
The extensive G erm an pam 

ph le t b y  H . D av id : The New 
W orld  W a r and the In te rn a tio n a l 
Labo r M ovem ent is on the press. 
I t  answers m any questions and 
c la rifie s  no t a  few  problem s th a t 
have arisen d u r in g  the  present 
crisis.

O rder i t  fro m  Dale Edw ards, 
P. O. B ox No. 173, Sta. D , NYC . 
(20c) U nser W o rt w ith  the  decla
ra tio n  o f the  IK D  w i l l  appear 
sho rtly .

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) •-
w o rkers  found themselves in  a 
perm anent s ta te  o f financ ia l 
b a nk ru p tcy , fo r  th e ir  w eek ly  
wage was insu ffic ien t to  pay th e ir  
d a ily  l iv in g  expenses. ,.

Though the W a lsh -H ea ly  A c t  
set an h o u rly  m in im um  o f 62% 
cents pe r ho u r on govem em nt 
con trac ts  in  the Steel In d u s try , 
the p roducts covered by the A c t 
fa ile d . 'to  include Ordnance and 
o th e r m un itions  w o rk . T h is  d i
re c t ly  a ffected the  H a rrison  
p la n t— p r im a r ily  a  w a r ordnance 
p la n t w h ich  m anufactu res shells, 
torpedoes and cannon. . F lo w in g  
fro m  the te x t  o f the A c t; a  gen
e ra l'd e m a n d  fo r  a  62 % c m in i
m um  w ith  a general 6c pe r h o u r 
in c re a s e 'fo r  a l l classes o f  labo r 
is on the .order a t the day. The 
m in im u m  a t present is 5 6 ^ «  per 
hour. • v' ’ ’  ' ^

O the r demands' include a  un ion 
shop, a bona-fide se n io r ity  clause, 
an eq ua lisa tio n ' o f wage rates, 
one week vaca tion  w ith : pay a f te r  
one y e a r o f  accum ula ted service, 
check-off, efe. 1 •

Delegates fro m  ten lodges o f 
the  C rucib le  Steel, headed by 
N a th an  Cowan, representa tive  fo r  
the  SWOC, m et In  N ew  Y o rk  
w ith  1m S. H a rd in g , la bo r re la 
tion s  d ire c to r fo r  the  Com pany 
and1 negotiations^ continued fo r  
severa l/days.

B u t they were rude ly  b roken  
o ff a t  the  end o f t i e  fo u rth  day 
when H a rd in g  presented a  com 
pany-d ic ta ted  co n tra c t to  the  de l
egates fo r  acceptance. The N a 
tio n a l Office o f the un ion im m e
d ia te ly  ordered the  lodges to
hold s tr ik e  votes:

•*
Lead Steel S trugg les

The h is to ry  o f the C rucib le 
Steel W orke rs  has been one o f 
m ilita n c y  and sacrifice. Since the 
rise  o f the CIO, they  have been 
fru s tra te d  in  th e ir  f ig h t fo r  a 
genuine con trac t. The m istakes 
o f the  SWOC in  the  C rucib le 
t ie  Steel s tr ik e s  o f 1937 were a 
trem endous set back in  the  o rg a 
n iza tio n  o f steel as a whole. T h is  
had its  re flec tion  in  the  s treng th  
o f the SWOC. in  the Crucib le 
Chain,

N o t on ly  were the  C rucib le 
w o rke rs  forced to  c a rry  the b ru n t 
ot th e ir  own f ig h t b u t also the 
leadership in  the f ig h t fo r  o rgan
iza tio n  o f Republic, Bethlehem  
and In la n d  Steel. Num erous s it-  
downs and ra n k  and file  s tr ike s  
have been th e ir  m ethod o f w a rd 
in g  o ff the a tta cks  o f the Com
pany.

Newspaper O rganizes F ig h t
The fo rm a tio n  o f the  N o rth  

Jersey Steel W orke rs  Council 
composed o f tw e n ty  lodges in  
no rthe rn  N ew  Jersey has been an 
im p o rta n t fa c to r  in  m a in ta in in g  
the s tre n g th  and m ilita n c y  o f the 
ra n k  and file  in  the area.

The "S tee l W orke rs  O rgan izer,”  
m o n th ly  pu b lica tio n  o f the  Coun
c il, ca rried  on the  f ig h t  fo r  a new 
con tra c t in  the C ruc ib le  Steel Co. 
in  an uncom prom sing fash ion. 
C rucib le  w o rke rs  in  a ll ten  lodges 
o f the  Com pany are av id  readers 
o f the "O rg a n ize r”  and look  to  i t  
fo r  leadership.

D u r in g  the week o f October 
2S th-Novem ber 5 th , fifte en  th o u 
sand C rucib le  Steel W orkers , an

Guns Instead of 
Vitamins For 
British Workers

V ita m in s  a r e  im p o rta n t. 
They p reven t r ic k e ts  in  ch ild 
ren and scu rvy  in  grown-ups.

F resh f r u its  are the  cheap
est w a y  o f g e ttin g  those a ll-  
im p o rta n t v itam ins.

B u t .th e  B r it is h  w o rkers  
a re n 't going, to  ge t the  v ita 
m ins they need.

The B r it is h  Food M in is try  
has ju s t  ba rred  a ll im p o rts  
o f fresh  f r u it .

O ffic ia ls o f the M in is try , 
com m enting  on the  ban, as
serted, accord ing to  an Asso
c ia ted  Press d ispa tch :

"B r i ta in  can h a rd ly  squan
d e r 'h e r  fo re ig n  currencies in 
f r u i t  .. when there are such 
th in gs  as w a r  m a te ria ls  to  be 
bought and pa id fo r .”

ove rw he lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f the 
w o rke rs  in  the ten  p la n ts  o f the 
C rucib le  S teel .v Co., voted 
to  S trike. FUced w ith  the  th re a t 
o f s tr ik e , the com pany no tified  
C lin ton  S. Golden, no rtheaste rn  
d ire c to r of’’ the SW OC th a t the 
Com pany was ready to  reopen 
negotia tions. A f te r  a week o f 
continued conference, nego tia 
tions bogged down Once more. A. 
deadlock exists a t  present.

U p  to  Leadership
A  tem po riz ing  a tt itu d e  am the 

p a r t  o f th e  S W O p w i l l  weaken 
the ra n k  and file  before a a  in 
tense Com pany barrage o f' fake  
rum ors. A n  im m edia te  s t r ik e  ca ll 
w i l l  b r in g  fo r th  a  m il ita n t  d is
p la y  o f s o lid a r ity  and de te rm in a 
tion . A  v ic to ry  fo r  the  CrucibJe 
Steel W orke rs  w i l l  pave the w ay 
fo r  a  v ic to ry  in  the f ig h t to  o r 
ganize L i t t le  Steel. A  decision eg 
p rim e  im p o rtan ce  faces the  Nav 
tio n a l Office o f the  SWOC.

RACE RIOT 
AGAINST AUTO 
UNION FIZZLES

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
C h rys le r s tr ike , was organized by 
the  scab o u t f i t  o f H om er M a rtin . 
M a r t in ’s o rg an iza tio n  has been 
w o rk in g  hand in  hand w ith  the 
s t r i k e b r e a k i n g  rad io  p ries t 
C ough lin  and the fasc is t h ire lin g  
Of the  corpora tion , G erald K . 
S m ith / In  each case however, the 
m idw eek ' appeals over the rad io  
fo r  s trikeb rea ke rs  tu rned  ou t to  
bé a  fizz le on the  fo llo w in g  M on
day '  m o rn in g  '. w here p ic k e t lines 
w e re 'la rg e r  th a n  ever and few  
scabs dared, to  en te r the p lants.

G e ttin g  C ough lin ’s N u m be r >.
On the p icke t line, the w o rke rs  

are beg inn ing to  g e t the  m easure 
o f the rad io  .priest. Com m ents 
such as these are n o t in fre q u e n t: 
“ T h a t d . . .  d C oughlin  sold o u t to  
the  co rpora tion . I  w onder how 
m uch they pa id  h im .”  '

A n o th e r step in  the crea tion  o f 
v ig ila n te  bands to  a tta c k  un ion 
w o rke rs  was take n  in  the  o rg an 
iza tio n  o f a  “ C itizens L a w  and 
O rder C om m ittee.”  T h is  „ new 
gang m ovem ent goes hand in  
hand w ith  a  new appeal o f Rep
resenta tive  C lare-,Hoffm an u rg in g  
D ick inso n  to  send in  the  troops.

W h a t the co rpo ra tion  and its  
flunkeys in  the s ta te  ca p ita l w i l l  
m eet w ith  in  th is  c ity  i f  the y  ever 
a tte m p t s tr ik e b re a k in g  on a la rge 
scale ag a in s t the C h rys le r w o rk 
ers was w e ll-p u t by a General 
M o to rs  w o rk e r on the  C h rys le r 
p ic k e t lin e :

“ I f  th e  corpora tion  tr ie s  to  
break th e  s tr ik e , we’ l l  ca ll o u t 
the  e n tire  U .A .W . and have a 
general s tr ik e  in  t lte  c ity . ”
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S ir:

Y o u r M oscow correspondent in  
a le tte r  on the fo re ig n  p o licy  o f 
the K re m lin  (N e w  Y o rk  T im es, 
Novem ber 12) a ffirm s th a t th is  
p o licy  is d ic ta ted  by M a rx is t doc
tr in e . M r. Gedye re ite ra tes  in s is t
e n t ly : ' “ They are M a rx is ts  f irs t,  
la s t, and a lw ays.”  Thus M r. Ged
ye agrees com ple te ly  w ith  th is  
eva luation  w h ich  the heads o f the 
K re m lin  are g iv in g  themselves 
and w h ich  is necessary fo r  them  
in  order to  susta in  the  rep u ta tio n  
o f th e ir  in te rn a tio n a l agency, the 
C om inte rn . I t  is im possib le o f 
course to  en te r here in to  a  d is
cussion upon the K re m lin ’s 
“ M a rx ism .”  However, there are 
m ore concrete a ffirm a tio ns  in  M r. 
Geidye’s -le tter w h ich  I  cannot 
pass over.

K re m lin  F a ls ifica tio ns
"T he  leaders have n o t adop t

ed,”  w rite s  M r. Gedye, “ the  the
o ry  o f Leon T ro ts k y  o f ’pe rm a
nent re v o lt ’ and the v ie w  th a t 
Socia lism  in  one co u n try  is im 
possible. F a r fro m  th a t, they are 
as convinced as ever th a t  Len in  
was r ig h t. . . These tw o  sen
tences contain , m ild ly  speaking, 
tw o  m isunderstand ings. Len in  
never propagated the the o ry  o f 
socia lism  in  one coun try . On the 
c o n tra ry  he affirm ed con s tan tly  
th a t the u ltim a te  fa te  o f the so
c ia l o rder o f the USSR depends 
com ple te ly upon the  fa te  o f in 
te rn a tio n a l cap ita lism . P e rm it me 
to  re fe r to  m y  H is to ry  o f the  
Russian R evo lu tion  (V o l. I l l ,  pp. 
378-418) where, I  dare believe, 
i t  is proved ir re fu ta b ly  th a t  Len
in  stood on the conception d ire c t
ly  opposed to  th a t w h ich  is  now 
ascribed to  h im  by  the K rem lin . 
Even a f te r  the death o f Len in  in  
the S pring  o f 1924, S ta lin  s t i l l  
continued to  exp la in  in  h is com 
p ila tio n , P roblem s o f Lenin ism , 
how and w h y  Len in  considered 
i t  im possib le to  con s tru c t a so
c ia lis t society in  a  s ing le  coun try . 
O n ly  in  the ne x t ed itio n  o f the 
same book in  the F a ll o f 1924 
did S ta lin , moved by p ra c tica l 
and n o t theo re tica l considera
tions, ra d ic a lly  change his posi
t ion  on th is  n o t u n im p o rta n t is 
sue. F o llo w in g  th is  tu rn , the 
K re m lin  made an a tte m p t to  
fo rce  Len in  to  change h is concep
tio n  too. M r. Gedye u n fo rtu n a te ly  
supports  th is  a ttem p t.

N o t less erroneous is the asser
tio n  concern ing the the o ry  o f 
“ perm anent re v o lt”  a lleged ly  sub
scribed to  by  me. The the o ry  o f 
"perm anen t re vo lu tio n ”  (n o t " re 
v o lt” ), s ta r t in g  fro m  an analysis 
o f the class re la tionsh ips in  Czar- 
is t Russia, reached the conclusion 
th a t the  dem ocra tic  re vo lu tio n  in  
Russia m us t lead in e v ita b ly  to  
the  conquest o f pow er by the p ro 
le ta r ia t  and thus open the e ra  o f 
soc ia lis t revo lu tion . I  don’t  be
lieve th a t  the  la te s t events have 
re fu ted  th is  theo ry  p rom ulga ted  
a t the  beg inn ing o f 1905. In  any 
case i t  has n o th in g  in  common 
w ith  the th e o ry  o f “ perm anent 
re v o lt”  w h ich  seems to  me s im 
p ly  nonsense. The to ta lita r ia n  
press o f M oscow m ore th a n  once 
o f course has represented m y  
views in  a caricaturad fo rm . M r. 
Gedye obv ious ly  has ass im ila ted  
th is  c a rica tu ra l p resenta tion .

Correspondents "W o rke d  On”
4

I  m us t say in  general th a t  no
where are the fo re ig n  corres
pondents so p e rs is te n tly  and suc
cessfu lly  w orked  upon as in  M os
cow. In  the past years we have 
observed how  some A m erican  
jo u rn a lis ts  sys tem a tica lly  induced 
A m erican  pub lic  op in ion in to  e r
ro r  by th e ir  a rtic le s  upon the 
“ m ost dem ocra tic  c o n s titu tio n  in  
the w o rld ,”  upon the K e m lin ’s 
pro found sym pa th y  fo r  the  de
m ocracies, upon the K re m lin ’s no t 
less pro found ha tred  fo r  H it le r  
and so on. A s  a resu lt o f such 
in fo rm a tio n  the la te s t tu rn s  o f 
the K re m lin  too k  the pu b lic  by 
surprise. In  a co u n try  w here the  
books devoted to  the h is to ry  o f 
the p a r ty  and the revo lu tion , the 
h is to r ic a l plays, h is to r ic a l film s, 
h is to r ic a l pa in tings , a rc  no th in g  
b u t consciously fab rica ted  fa ls i
fica tions, the fo re ig n  correspond
en t should prov ide h im se lf w ith  
a good deal o f c r it ic a l d is tru s t i f  
he re a lly  w ishes to  in fo rm  pub lic  
op in ion  in  h is own c o u n try  and 
n o t s im p ly  m a in ta in  fr ie n d ly  re 
la tion s  w ith  the K re m lin .

S incere ly  yours, 
L . T ro tk s y

CoyoackM, D. F.

P. S. —  P e rm it me to' u tiliz e  th is  
occasion fo r  ano the r correction . 
Several tim e s  I  have encountered 
the a lleg a tio n  if f  you r paper th a t 
Len in  characterized T ro ts k y  as 
the “ m ost c lever m em ber o f the  
C entra l C om m ittee ,” !  am  a fra id  
th a t th is  tra n s la tio n - n o t o n ly  in 
correct bu t tenden tious —  o r ig in 
ated also fro m  one o f the  too 
t ru s t fu l M oscow correspondents. 
The w o rd  “ c lever”  in  th is  con tex t 
has an iron ica l, a  somewhat' de
basing conno ta tion  o f w h ich  the re  
is no t a trace  in  the so-called 
T estam ent o f Len in . “ Sam i spo-

sobniy,”  the  exact Russian wordfl^ 
used by  Len in , can be tra n s la te d  
ih to  E ng lish  as “ m ost ab le”  b u t 
in  no case as “ m ost c lever.”

L . T .

C A P IT A L IM  H A S  NO 
N E W  F R O N T IE R S

E d ito r :
S peaking in  Boston, before the  

League o f W om en Voters, E lio t  
Janeway, Business E d ito r  o f 
“ T im e,”  said, “ A  trem endous ca
tastrophe, s im ila r  to  the Chicago 
fire  o r  the  T ok io  earthquake, 
here in  the U n ite d  S tates w ou ld  
be an economic blessing, p ro v id 
in g  us w ith  a fro n t ie r  ready a t 
hand and fo rc in g  us to  go ahead 
and rebu ild ."

W hen spokesmen fo r  the  c a p it
a lis t system  open ly a d m it th a t  
wholesale de s tru c tion  o f the  p ro 
ductive  m ach ine ry  is  title o n ly  
w a y  to  in s t i l new blood in to  the 
s t in k in g  corpse o f the c a p ita lis t 
system  then i t  is tim e  to  scrap 
th a t system .

W e can see o th e r fro n tie rs  
such as e lim in a tin g  disease, g iv 
in g  eve ry  fa m ily  enough to  eat, 
clothes to  w ear and a decent shel
te r  over th e ir  heads. These f ro n 
tie rs  cap ita lism  does n o t and can
n o t tack le .

H ow ever m uch cap ita lism  ra is 
es p roduc tion  i t  w i l l  never be able 
to  o ffe r the w o rke rs  an y th in g . 
A t  the present t im e  p roduc tion  
has reached the 1929 leve l b u t 
unem ploym ent continues u n d i
m inished. The reason fo r  th is  is  
th a t new in d u s tr ia l techniques 
have been in troduced so th a t  the 
produc tive  capac ity  o f the in d i
v id ua l w o rk e r is g re a tly  increas
ed. Hence the y  need few e r w o rk 
ers today than  the y  needed yes
te rd a y  to  produce a g iven quan
t i t y  o f goods.

B u t o u r m asters say, “ Aha, 
b u t we do have a fro n tie r . I t  is 
on the  R h ine ." W e answer, “ We 
also have a fro n tie r . I t  is  r ig h t  
here and you are o u r enemies 
aga ins t whom  ou r f ire  w i l l  be 
d irected .”  L e t them  th in k  th a t 
over before they add s la ug h te r o f 
the w o rk in g  class to  the  s ta rva 
t io n  a lrea dy  in flic ted .

M A C  IN G E R S O L L  
Boston, Mass.

“ T H A T  T H E Y  M A Y  L IV E ,”
A  R E A L  A N T I-W A R  M O V IE
D ear Comrade E d ito r,

The o th e r n ig h t a couple o f us 
socia lis ts  w e n t to  see the F rench  
movie, “ T h a t They M a y  L iv e ,”  
because we heard i t  was an a n t i
w a r p ic tu re  lik e  "G rand  I llu s io n ."  
W e were no t so h o t abou t go ing  
as we kn o w  th a t rea l a n ti-w a r 
p ic tu res  are even scarcer tha n  
rea l a n ti-w a r figh te rs .

W e go t a  p leasant su rp rise , 
though. W e found th a t  the  p ic 
tu re  was made a f te r  the  a u th o r- 
d ire c to r became convinced th a t 
the ou tb reak  o f the new  w a r  was 
certa in . W h a t’s m ore, the c lim ax  
o f the s to ry  is the f ig h t  aga ins t 
w a r  a f te r  I t  has s ta rted .

The hero o f the  p ic tu re  is a 
F rench  so ld ie r w ho  sees a ll his 
buddies die on the  la s t day o f 
the W o rld  W ar. He sees th a t  they 
d idn ’t  die fo r  a n y th in g  w o rth 
w h ile  and swears he w i l l  s top  Any 
new w a r. D u r in g  the fo llo w in g  
years o f peace he lives in  Verdun 
where the re  are 100,000 graves 
and where the crosses stand a l
m ost as close tog e the r as corn
s ta lks. There he inven ts  b u lle t
p ro o f a rm o r fo r  a n ti-w a r figh te rs . 
The a rm o r is sto len  by  the  fac
to ry  owner, the  old v e t’s  boss, 
and is  sold to the  governm ent fo r 
w a r purposes. Then the p o lit i
cians come to the  fa c to ry  to  in 
c ite  the  w o rke rs  to  w a r fo r  “ f in 
a l v ic to ry  and freedom ."

The o ld  so ld ie r loses h is m ind 
and goes b lind . A f te r  w a r is de
clared he goes back to  Verdun 
and ca lls  a ll the  dead soldiers 
and sa ilo rs  fro m  th e ir  graves. He 
te lls  them  to  m a rch  aga inst the 
rea l enemy, the  p ro fitee rs  and 
tra ito rs  a t home. T h e ir wounds 
m ake them  look ho rrib le .

W hen the people see w h a t’3 
happening they take  the  b lin d  
o ld  so ld ie r and t r y  to  b u rn  h im , 
ju s t  lik e  the y  burned and to r tu r 
ed a n ti-w a r f ig h te rs  in  the  la s t 
w a r. B u t the dead a n t i-w a r vets 
rescue h im  and a ll the  ig n o ra n t 
and c o rru p t people ru n  aw ay lik e  
ra ts.

The m ovies is fine because i t  
is based on t ru th ,  Mot «0 gov
ernm ent lies. O f course, We can 
no t expect the ten  m illio n  dead, 
w ho learned the lesson o f the l& st 
w a r li> ge t up and f ig h t fo r  US, 
W e 'll have to  do the  f ig h t in g  our-' 
selves. I  th in k , comrade ed ito r, 
th a t  the m ovie  is good en te rta in -* 
m en t and a good lead fo r  w o rk 
ers who s t i l l  t ru s t  Uncle Sam.

C om rade ly yours , 
3. P ,

N ew  Y o rk
P. S. The F rench  governm ent 

ou tlaw ed it .

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party



■DECEMBER 1, 1939 S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L

r p u  -T1 “ LABOR W ITH  A W H ITE  SKIN CAN-
1  XX MlJ  NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE

LABOR W ITH  A BLACK SKIN IS 
BRANDED“ — KARL MARX.

NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R. J O H N S O N ,

British Empire Faces 
Rising Tide o f Revolt 
In  African Colonies

Destiny of the Negro
(O u tlin e  o f the  course a t the  M a rx is t  School)

The sub ject fo r  th is  w eek’s discussion is “ E m ancipa tion  fro m  
S lavery  and the D e s tru c tion  o f Feudalism .”  The New  In te rn a tio n a l 
fo r  December, devoted e n tire ly  to  the N egro  question, includes an 
a rtic le , “ R evo lu tion  and the N egro ,”  b y  J. R. Johnson, w h ich  de
scribes in  some de ta il the re vo lu tio n a ry  con tribu tions  o f the  Negro 
to  the  de s tru c tion  o f feuda lism  in  E ng land, F rance, and A m erica . 
A l l  w ho are in te rested in  th is  sub ject should secure a copy o f the 
December num ber and s tudy i t  closely. Here we sha ll m ake some 
p o lit ic a l ana lys is  o f the  ro le  o f the N egro in  th is  phase o f the  devel
opm ent o f W estern  c iv iliza tio n .

F irs t  o f a ll, w h a t is feuda lism ?  T h a t is n o t easy to  answ er in  a 
sentence. I t  is  a  fo rm  o f socie ty  based on landed p ro p e rty  and sim ple 
m ethods o f c u ltiv a tio n . Y ou have a landow n ing  class w h ich  ru les; 
a t th e  o th e r end o f the social scale you have the serfs, who ge t a 
p a r t  o f th e ir  produce to  feed themselves and con tribu te  th e ir  su r
p lus to  the landow n ing  a ris tocracy. Side by side w ith  the  landown
in g  a ris to c ra cy  is the c le rgy. The m a in  ch a ra c te ris tic  o f social life  
in  feuda l socie ty  is the  fa c t th a t  the a ris to c racy  and c le rgy  have 
g re a t priv ileges, and the serfs and others have ve ry  fe w  o r  none. 
T h is  is  no t a m a tte r  o f custom, b u t a question o f law . ( In  ca p ita lis t 
society, in  theory, a l l men are equal before the law .)

Feuda l economy in  Europe did  no t in  any w ay have con tac t w ith  
A fr ic a . I t  was essentia lly  a subsistence economy; th a t  is to  say, i t  
produced w h a t i t  needed to  feed and clo the its e lf. A b o u t the  t h i r 
teen th  and fo u rte e n th  centuries, however, there g re w  up in  Europe 
a new class, the m erchants. These were the f irs t  rea l cap ita lis ts .

Europe's First Dealings With Africa
Soon th e ir  business began to  be o f g re a t im portance in  the  state. 

W ith  increasing w ea lth , the y  g ra d u a lly  changed the economies o f 
ce rta in  countries fro m  produc ing  ch ie fly  food and th e  s im ple th in g s  
th a t the com m u n ity  needed, to  the m anu fac tu re  o f goods on a la rge  
scale. T h is  p a r tic u la r  class was concerned as m uch w ith  p roduction  
fo r  trade  in  o th e r p a rts  o f the c o u n try  and abroad as fo r  use a t 
home. I t  was th is  d rive  fo r  trade , fo r  ra w  m ateria ls , fo r  m arke ts , 
and fo r  p ro fit, th a t created the necessity o f expansion, and in  the 
f ifte e n th  cen tu ry  f in a lly  sent expeditions to  A m erica  and to  A fr ic a . 
Thus i t  was the developm ent o f ca p ita lism  in  Europe th a t  b ro u g h t 
the m illio n s  o f A fr ic a n s  in to  con tac t w ith  W estern  c iv iliza tion .

C ap ita lism  demands above a ll else landless laborers. In  Europe 
the c a p ita lis t class created a class o f landless laborers b y  d r iv in g  
them  o ff the land whenever possible, fo r  i f  the  se rf o r  the peasant 
had land on w h ich  to  w o rk  o r earn  his keep fo r  h im se lf, n a tu ra lly  
he w ou ld  n o t h ire  h im se lf ou t to  any c a p ita lis t fo r  lo ng  hours and 
sm all pay.

W hen the c a p ita lis ts  discovered A m erica  the y  tr ie d  to  use the 
Ind ians as landless laborers. B u t the Ind ians died. There was so 
m uch land th a t i t  was im possib le to  g e t landless laborers fro m  
am ong the  e a rly  colonists. Because o f th is , the cap ita lis ts  in  Europe 
and th e ir  agents in  the colonies b ro u g h t m illio n s  o f Negroes as 
slaves to  A m erica  and the reby prov ided the colonies w ith  the neces
sa ry  labor. B y  th is  means cap ita lism  enorm ously expanded its  ca
p a c ity  fo r  m a k in g  p ro fit.

B y  means o f these vast p ro fits  th a t  th e y  made a t home and 
abroad, the  cap ita lis ts  in  B r ita in  and France, fo r  exam ple, no t on ly  
b u ilt  up trem endous trade  and business, bu t, w ith  the p ro fits  accu
m ulated, they began to  organize fac tories , and extended the  app lica 
tio n  o f science to  in d u s try . The s tandard  o f c iv iliz a tio n  rose, and the 
pow er and p ro fits  o f the  cap ita lis ts  increased also. B u t the  govern
m ents o f F rance and B r ita in  s t i l l  continued to  be under- the  dom ina
t io n  o f the  o ld  feuda l no b iliy . W hen came m uch troub le .

Capitalists Make Their Revolution
Trade and fac to rie s  were m ore im p o rta n t th a n  land. Y e t the 

ru le rs  o f the  c o u n try  were 'princes, dukes, lords, bishops, and a rch 
bishops. T h a t was a il ve ry  w e ll w hen th e y  had the economic power, 
b u t now  i t  had passed fro m  them . N o t on ly  were the y  proud and 
a rro ga n t, b u t they tr ie d  to  keep the law s and the governm ent s u it
able to  land  ow nersh ip when, ow ing  to  the s h if t  in  the  economic 
basis o f the coun try , the law s and the governm ent should have been 
organ ized to  he lp trade  and in d u s try . I t  was no use p o in tin g  o u t to  
them  th a t they should g ive w ay. I t  too k  revo lu tions to  do t i.

In  B r ita in  there  were tw o  revo lu tions. One to o k  place in  the  sev
enteenth cen tu ry  and lasted o ff  and on fo r  ne a rly  s ix ty  years. In  
France, revo lu tion  began in  1789, and b y  the  tim e  i t  w as ove r the 
power o f the  a ris to c racy  and the  c le rg y  was w iped aw ay com ple te ly. 

W h a t p a r t d id  the  Negroes p la y  in  a ll th is ?
The cap ita lis ts  w ho f ir s t  p ro fite d  by  s lavery  were com m ercia l 

cap ita lis ts  and the p lan te rs  in  the  colonies. These p lan te rs  were 
p a r t ly  c a p ita lis t in  th a t the y  traded  th e ir  produce fa r  and w ide, and 
p a r t ly  feudal in  th a t they k e p t th e ir  slaves in  a  s ta te  o f sub jection  
com parable to  the old  serfdom  and b u ilt  up a  type o f feuda l society. 
B u t as cap ita lism  developed, these com m ercia l trade rs  and the p lan 
ta tio n  owners collabora ted closely w ith  the aris tocracy , and m any o f 
them  became a ris to c ra ts  themselves. B y  the tim e  the in d u s tr ia l 
cap ita lis ts  were busy developing th e ir  fac to ries , the  a ris tocra ts , the 
p lan te rs, and the  com m erc ia l c a p ita lis ts  form ed, ro u g h ly  speaking, 
one reac tiona ry  group.

B y  B R IT A N N IC U S
F ro m  the beg inn ing  o f th e  w a r 

i t  has been the p o licy  o f the 
B r it is h  governm ent to  p la y  up 
the  idea o f a un ited  people and 
a un ited  em pire. A lre a d y  in  these 
colum ns we have shown th a t 
the re  is a t present a f irm  core o f 
revo lu tio n a ry  resistance in  G reat 
B r ita in , sm all though i t  is. W e 
can be ce rta in  also th a t i t  w ou ld  
a lready have been m uch la rge r, 
had i t  n o t been f o r  the  fa c t  th a t 
a t the  ve ry  beg inn ing o f the  w a r 
the  B r it is h  governm ent arrested 
some 6000 persons as “ spies.”  ( In  
m uch the same w ay President 
Roosevelt, th ro u g h  his stooge, 
A tto rn e y  - General M urphy , is 
w h ipp in g  up the lyn ch  s p ir it  
aga inst “ spies”  in  th is  coun try , 
in  o th e r words, ag a ins t persons 
who are determ ined to oppose the 
w a r.)

In  its  p r in c ip a l colonies, how 
ever, the  B r it is h  bourgeoisie is  
con fronted by  a r is in g  tide  o f re 
vo lt. The S oc ia lis t Appea l has an
alyzed the  ra t lik e  scam per o f 
G andhi fro m  p ro -A lly  conversa
tions w ith  L o rd  L in lith g o w , the 
V iceroy, to  f ra n t ic  shouts about 
the  necessity o f B r ita in  g ra n tin g  
independence to  In d ia  as the price  
o f In d ia ’s sup po rt in  the  w a r. 
Gandhi, the representa tive  o f the 
In d ia n  m illow ne rs  and the  land 
lords, has n o t changed his pro- 
B r it is h  subservience between Sep 
tem ber and his present f ire  
b re a th in g  po licy. I t  is the In d ia n  
masses w ho are determ ined n o t 
to  g ive  an y  support to  th e ir  300- 
yea r-lon g  ja ile rs . A nd  G andhi 
m ust p ro tes t o r  perish. The I n 
d ian  masses are fo r  w a r  b u t fo r  
w a r aga inst B r ita in .

N o w  A fr ic a  takes th e  fie ld  
aga ins t B r it is h  im peria lism .

B r it is h  W est A fr ic a  has a  c li
m ate n o t a t a ll su itab le  fo r  E u r 
opeans. The p o lit ic a l s itu a tio n  
there, the re fo re , is  n o t n e a rly  so 
acute as i t  is  in  B r it is h  South 
A fr ic a , Rhodesia and Kenya, 
where the  c lim a te  a llow s E u ro p 
eans to  live. A m on g  tw e n ty  m il
lion  people in  W est A fr ic a , there 
are o n ly  5,000 Europeans and in  
Lagos, a  to w n  o f 150,000 in h a b i
tan ts , the re  are o n ly  1000 w hites. 
Inasm uch as in  the  e a rly  years 
o f B r it is h  dom ina tion  no B r it is h  
se ttle rs  w anted land, B r it is h  im 
pe ria lism  was g ra c io us ly  pleased 
to  guarantee to  the  A fr ic a n s  the  
possession o f th e ir  land. Recently, 
however, L o rd  Leverhulm e, o f  the  
fam ous f irm  o f Leverhu lm e B ro 
thers, soap m anu fac tu re rs , has 
rea lized the im portance  o f ta k 
in g  aw ay th e  A fr ic a n s ’ land, and 
is in tr ig u in g  aga ins t them . H ow 
ever, the A fr ic a n s  havb had th e ir  
land  fo r  a hundred years under 
B r it is h  ru le  and w i l l  lose i t  on ly  
a t  the  cost o f a  desperate c iv i l 
w ar.

An End to Slavery
N o w  one o f th e  th in gs  th a t the in d u s tr ia l cap ita lis ts  w anted  to 

do was to  fin ish  w ith  s lavery. I t  was too expensive. Slave p roduction  
was backw ard  com pared w ith  m odern m ethods and m ore h ig h ly  
developed c a p ita lis t p roduc tion  in  a g ricu ltu re . So th a t  you had on 
one side the in d u s tr ia l cap ita lis ts  determ ined to  destroy the slave 
power o f the  a ris to c ra ts , the  com m ercia l cap ita lis ts  and the p la n t
ers. I t  was in  th is  p o lit ic a l s tru g g le  th a t  Negoes g o t th e ir  chance 
to  f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  freedom . They played a sm all p a r t  in  the  E ng lish  
p o lit ic a l s trugg le , a la rg e r  p a r t  in  the  F rench  s trugg le , and a de
cisive p a r t in  the A m erican  s trugg le . T h is  was n o t accidental. A  few  
figures w i l l  show us w hy.

In  1789 B r it is h  co lon ia l trade was five  m illio n  pounds o u t o f an 
exp o rt trade  o f 27 m illio n . B r ita in  had los t A m erica  in  1783 and had 
few  slaves in  the W est Ind ies. W e can the re fo re  see th a t s lave ry  was 
p la y in g  a v e ry  m in o r p a r t  in  B r it is h  economy. The B r it is h  Negroes 
on the  whole played l i t t le  p a r t  in  the des truc tion  o f B r it is h  feu da l
ism.

Negro In The French Revolution
In  F rance in  1789 the exp o rt trade  was 17 m illio n  pounds. The 

colon ia l trade  was 11 m illio n  pounds— tw o  th ird s  o f th is . The ques
tio n  o f a b o lition  was the re fo re  o f trem endous im portance. I t  to o k  a 
p ro m ine n t p a r t  in  the revo lu tion . The Negroes fo u g h t m ag n ifice n tly  
and be ing thousands o f m iles aw ay, gained th e ir  independence. T h is  
is how H a it i came in to  being.

In  A m e rica  in  1861 th is  com b ina tion  o f the com m ercia l bo u r
geoisie and the p la n ta tio n  owners was n o t a m in o r p a r t  o f A m e r
ican economy. I t  was a  m a jo r p a rt. The com b ina tion  was n o t a  co l
ony thousands o f m iles aw ay. I t  occupied hundreds o f thousands o f 
square m iles inside the  coun try . To de feat th is  com b ina tion  took 
the g rea test C iv il W a r in  h is to ry , and the  N egro ’s share was fa r  
g re a te r than  i t  had been in  France.

T h is  is the w a y  we m ust lo ok  a t h is to ry . People w ho o n ly  see 
b la ck  men in  general, be ing oppressed by  w h ite  men in  general, and 
are unable to  trace  the h is to r ica l d ia le c tic  do n o t understand an y 
th in g  and the re fo re  cannot lead. T h a t is the  g re a t value o f be ing a 
genuine M a rx is t, an adherent o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. Y ou  can 
s tudy h is to ry  and understand where we are to  today and w h y  and 
where we are g o in g  tom orrow .

B IB L IO G R A P H Y
The B la ck  Jacobins by C .L.R . James.
H is to ry  o f N egro R evo lt by  C .L.R . James.
The series o f a rtic le s  by George N ovack w h ich  are now run n ing  

in  the  N ew  In te rn a tio n a l. They are the  on ly  M a rx is t s tudy o f the  
p re -C iv il W a r period and the y  are inva luab le .

The re levan t chapters in  Beard ’s Rise o f A m erican  C iv iliza tion .

B A C K G R O U N D  O F  P R E S E N T , 
N A T IV E  STRUG G LES

T hey are on the a le r t and in 
c reas ing ly  hostile  to  B r ita in . In  
1929 the wom en o f N ige ria , t h ir t y  
thousand s trong , led a  re vo lt 
aga ins t taxes w h ich  resu lted  in  
ne a rly  tw o  hundred be ing e ith e r 
k ille d  o r wounded. In  1937 there 
was a general s tr ik e  o f the Gold 
Coast fa rm ers , w h ich  was jo ined 
b y  th e  tru c k d r iv e rs  and dockers. 
The B r it is h  governm ent sent ou t 
a com m ission, w h ich , w ith  m uch 
verb iage, f in a lly  decided essentia l
ly  th a t  the Gold Coast fa rm ers  
had as m uch r ig h t  to  fo rm  com 
b ina tions  and to  p ro te c t th e ir  
prices as the em ployers had to  
fo rm  th e ir  combines.

The W est A fr ic a n  you th  is also 
m il ita n t  and organized. They 
have had b e tte r op po rtu n itie s  of 
education tha n  Negroes elsewhere 
in  A fr ic a , and, social d isc rim in a 
tion , fo r  the  h is to rica l reasons de
scribed, is n o t as s tro n g  as else
where in  A fr ic a . W ith in  recent 
years the re  has developed a W est 
A fr ic a n  y o u th  m ovem ent, s ix ty  
thousand s trong , w h ich  is in  op
pos ition  n o t on ly  to  B r it is h  im pe
r ia lis m  b u t also to  the  caste o f 
na tive  law yers, doctors, m ag is
tra tes, and o th e r governm ent o f
fic ia ls , w ho can be found  in  B r i t 
ish W est A f r ic a  and ’in  no o th e r 
B r it is h  A fr ic a n  colony.

The leader o f the  y o u th  league 
is W allace Johnson, a W est A f r i 
can Negro, w ho has been active  
in  p o lit ic s  in  W est A fr ic a  fo r

m any years. H e organized a  la 
bor un ion in  W est A fr ic a  and led 
several successful s trikes . H e ra n  
a paper, was arrested fo r  sedi
tion , and was d riven  o u t o f  the 
coun try . He w e n t to  E ng land and 
fo r  a  tim e  was secre ta ry  o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l Service Bureau, 
w h ich  has a lw ays taken a m il i
ta n t  re v o lu tio n a ry  pos ition  
aga inst the w a r and whose m an i
festo  has been published in  the 
S oc ia lis t Appeal. E a r ly  in  1938 
Johnson re tu rned  to  W est A fr ic a  
and organized a p o lit ic a l cam 
pa ign  o f progressive A frica n s  
aga inst the  o ld -line  m un ic ip a l 
councillo rs, who were as subser
v ie n t to  the  B r it is h  governm ent 
ss G andhi and his m ill-ow ners  are 
iu  Ind ia . In  a  fierce p o lit ic a l cam 
pa ign  la s t y e a r f ive  candidates, 
supported by“ the  W est A fr ic a n  
Y o u th  League, w on a  sm ashing 
v ic to ry  over the old fa ke rs  who 
fo rm e r ly  m isrepresented the  peo
ple in  the Lagos m u n ic ip a lity .

H IT L E R IT E  C O N C E N T R A T IO N  
C A M PS O F  T H E  B R IT IS H

N o w  comes the news th a t  W a l 
lace Johnson has been arrested 
b y  S ir  D oug las Jard ine, the  E n g  
lish  governor, and th ro w n  in to  a 
concen tra tion  cam p w ith  Ger
mans and others as a “ m an lik e ly  
to  d is tu rb  peace and o rder d u rin g  
the w a r.”

W e can ge t no fu r th e r  news 
about b is  a rrest. I n  the  House o f 
Commons Cam pbell Stevens o f 
the  Independent L a b o r P a r ty  
asked M a lco lm  M acDonald, Sec
re ta ry  o f  S ta te  fo r  the Colonies, 
to  s ta te  the crim e fo r  w h ich  
Johnson was arrested. M acD on
a ld  refused. The h yp o c ritica l 
B r it is h  governm ent kne w  qu ite  
w e ll the  sensation th a t  w ou ld  be 
created i f  i t  were sta ted in  the  
House o f Commons th a t  Johnson 
was open ly c a rry in g  on a g ita tio n  
aga ins t the im p e ria lis t w a r. I t  
w ou ld  la y  bare to  the  B r it is h  pub
lic  the  lie  about th e  u n ity  o f the 
em pire and, com ing  so q u ic k ly  
a f te r  the reve la tion  o f the rea l 
s ta te  o f a ffa irs  in  Ind ia , w ou ld  
help expose B r it is h  im peria lism , 
no t as the fr ie n d  o f “ dem ocracy1 
and c iv iliz a tio n  b u t as the  g re a t
est enemy o f the dem ocra tic 
r ig h ts  o f people, hated by  the  m il
lions i t  oppresses, w ho w ish  no
th in g  b e tte r th a n  to  see Brit
a in ’s do w n fa ll in- the  present c r i
sis.

1 . "We Want to Go Home!"
M U T I N Y !   1917: The Mutinies of the
 Russian Brigades in France
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JO H N SO N ’S V IE W S  IN  
A F R IC A N  M A N IF E S T O

W e have no d ire c t news o f 
w h a t Johnson has been doing, 
b u t i t  is  enough to  quote fro m  
the w a r m an ifesto o f the In te rn a 
tion a l A fr ic a n  Bureau to  w h ich  
he subscribed:

“ We denounce the whole gang 
o f European robbers and enslav
ers o f the  co lon ia l peoples— G er
m an Nazis, I ta lia n  Fascists, 
F rench, B r it is h , B e lg ian  and 
D u tch  dem ocra ts —  a ll are the 
same IM P E R IA L IS T  B A N D IT S  
whose comon a im  is the  enslave
m en t o f h u m a n ity  th rou gh ou t the  
w o rld .

"T o  the w o rke rs  o f B r ita in  we 
appeal also. Y ou  m us t u n ite  in  
the  s tru g g le  o f the  co lon ia l peo
ples a g a ins t the  com m on enemy, 
who is in  y o u r own coun try . To 
w h ite  and b lack the so lu tion  is 
the same: O rganize and be ready 
to  seize the o p p o rtu n ity  to  ove r
th ro w  the enemy.

FO R  C O M P LE T E  E C O N O M IC  
A N D  S O C IA L  L IB E R A T IO N  O F  
T H E  C O L O N IA L  P E O P LE S !

D O W N  W IT H  T H E  IM P E R 
IA L IS T  B A N D IT S !

“ W O R K E R S  O F  A L L  LA N D S ,
U N IT E !”

W e can s ta te  w ith  confidence 
th a t  th a t  is  the  sen tim en t o f 
hundreds o f m illio ns  o f colonials, 
in  In d ia  and in  A fr ic a . W h a t 
they  need is p o lit ic a l c la r if ic a 
tion , o rgan iza tion , and a perspec
tive . M ore th a n  ever we can see 
the c ry in g  necessity o f a  pow er
fu l re vo lu tio n a ry  o rgan iza tion , 
w o rld -w ide  in  scope. W allace 
Johnson was once a fo llo w e r o f 
S ta lin , b u t b roke w ith  the  C om in
te rn  when i t  preached th a t  "dem 
o c ra tic ”  B r ita in  should be sup
ported aga inst fascism . There are 
hundreds, nay thousands, o f such 
leaders in  the colonies. We have 
to  ge t to  them  somehow!

'T ’he first flames of mutiny on the Western Front were
lit by sparks from the Russian revolution. Some twenty 

thousand Russian troops fighting in France were the fuel for 
the fire. 'v

These Russian soldiers had been sent to France in the 
freighters which landed munitions for the Czar’s armies at 
Archangel, Murmansk, Vladivostok. It  was a fine business 
transaction. The French had plenty of munitions but needed 
cannon fodder; the Czar had plenty of cannon fodder but 
needed guns. Furthermore, the French boats avoided an un
profitable return trip in ballast.

There was no trouble getting volunteers for the trip. 
Incredible rumors were circulating in the Russian ranks about 
conditions in the French army. It  was said there was no flog
ging, that rifles were so plentiful that every man got one all 
to himself, and that even privates wore leather shoes.

The Language of the Whip
When the first of the Russian regiments landed at Mar

seilles, they were greeted with cheers and flowers— even more 
enthusiastically, according to eyewitnesss, than the Americans 
were later on. But the soldiers soon found their existence as 
wretched under the Third Republic as it had been under the 
Czar. They were kept together in two brigades— about twenty 
thousand of them altogether— under Russian officers, and 
floggings and brutality flourished on the democratic soil of 
France just as much as on the autocratic soil of Holy Russia. 
‘‘That’s the only kind of language the Russian soldier under
stands,” explained their officers. Furthermore, these Russian 
regiments had terrible losses, being “spent” by the French 
General Staff in the reckless way they had with colonial troops 
of “inferior” races. Even Winston Churchill, in his history 
of the w’ar, admits that the Russian brigades “were used by 
the French in a ruthless manner”.

“Unrest began,” writes T. If . Wintringham in Mutiny. 
“A  paper called Nashe Slovo ( “Our Word” ) was printed in 
Russian in Paris and copies of it reached the brigades; it pro
tested against the abuses of w’hich the men complained. The 
Russian command decided to employ Tsarism’s usual meth
ods: to send into the ranks agents provocateur, who would 
lead the men into some sort of riot; then severe punishment 
could be inflicted, an example made. A  man called Vining, 
from the Russian Embassy in Paris, seems to have done his 
work too well: a Colonel Krause was set on and stoned to 
death. Eight men wrere shot for this, Nashe Slovo suppressed. 
An almost unknown journalist called Leon Trotsky, who had 
helped to run the paper, w’as expelled from France.” Thus, 
for a moment of history,_the fates of these twenty thousand 
Russian soldiers and of the future leader of the Red Army 
were joined in symbolic union.

"We Want to Go Home!"
In  March of 1917, the Czarist regime was overthrown, 

cast aside in a few’ days of almost bloodless struggle by the 
awakening Russian masses. Despite the strenuous efforts of 
the French authorities, news of the revolution quickly reached 
the Russian brigades. At once, delegates were elected, secret 
meetings called, and finally open assemblies— Soviets. Out of 
all the talking and voting, one basic, simple demand emerged: 
“We want to go back to Russia!” A ll through the long drawn- 
out affair, this was the only-demand made: (“Send us back 
to Russia. We want to go home!”

Indian Workers in Mass Strikes 
Against British Im perialist W ar Rule

(C o n tin ued  f ro m  P age 1)
W h a t i t  bo ils down to  is th is : 

the c a p ita lis t powers caugh t in  
the mesh o f the cris is  o f th e ir  
ow n system  lunged fo rw a rd  in to  
a  w a r am ong themselves. They 
a ll kno w  the probable conse
quences. T hey  kno w  w a r  w i l l  
b r in g  in  its  t ra in  the  re vo lu tion  
th a t w i l l  destroy them  all.

T h a t is w h y  they hope desper
a te ly  even now  to  postpone the 
decision— and the y  hope to  do i t  
b y  tra n s fo rm in g  the  w a r  in to  an 
eastw ard push aga inst the S oviet

U n ion  by des troy ing  the  basis of 
the  w o rke rs  s ta te  and w in n in g  a 
p a r tia l resp ite  fo r  themselves by 
open ing up Russia fo r  ca p ita lis t 
exp lo ita tion .

T h is  rem ains the  nub o f  the  
w a r s tra te g y  o f the  g re a t powers.

News concern ing the  a n ti-w a r 
a c tiv itie s  o f  In d ia ’s 375,000,000 
people is f in a lly  beg inn ing  to  
p ierce th ro u g h  the heavy B r it is h  
censorship.

In  previous issues o f the  So
c ia lis t A ppea l we have reported 
on the  r is in g  wave o f  a n ti-w a r 
sen tim en t and a c t iv ity  fo r  In d ia ’s 
freedom  th a t  is  now  sweeping 
the coun try . The nego tia tions be
tw een the  conservative G andhi 
leaders o f the Ind ia n  N a tio n a lis t 
Congress and th e  B r it is h  a u th o r
it ie s  broke down com p le te ly  be 
cause o f the unw illingness o f the 
B r it is h  to  m ake even the  s lig h t
est prom ise o r concession. A t  
th a t tim e  w e p red ic ted  th a t  a 
period o f d ire c t mass action  on 
the  p a r t  o f In d ia ’s w o rke rs  and 
peasants w ou ld  begin.

W h ile  the  G andh ist leaders o f 
the N a tio n a lis t Congress have 
continued th e ir  fu t i le  p la y in g  
around w ith  the  B r it is h  V iceroy, 
the  masses o f people have no t 
been inactive .

W orke rs  Take  the  Lead
■t

O f u tm o s t s ign ificance is  the  
emegence o f the in d u s tr ia l w o rk 
ers— the In d ia n  p ro le ta r ia t o r
ganized in  th e ir  m il i ta n t  trade  
unions— as the leaders o f the  op
pressed na tion . In  the  c ity  o f 
Cawnpore the re  is  now a general 
s tr ik e  o f a ll tx e tile  w o rke rs  
w h ich  is th rea ten ing  to  spread to  
Bom bay, Ahm edabad and o ther 
te x tile  centers. T h is  localized 
genera l s tr ik e  can eas ily  become 
a na tion -w ide  s tr ike .

In  C a lcu tta , one o f the w o rld  
centers o f  the  ju te  in d u s try  
where m illio n s  o f sand bags are 
now  supposed to  be produced fo r  
B r it is h  w a r  needs, 31,000 H indu  
and M oslem  ju te  w o rke rs  w a lk 

ed o u t on s tr ik e  a t the  beg inn ing 
o f la s t week. T h is  too w i l l  spread 
ra p id ly  and s h o r tly  invo lve  the 
m ore tha n  100,000 ju te  w o rke rs  
who to il in  the  B r it is h  fac to ries  
around and in  C a lcu tta .

Massacre N a tio n a lis ts
In  K a ra ch i, a  m a jo r seaport o f 

the c o u n try  and a cen ter fo r  na 
t io n a lis t propaganda, the  B r it is h  
applied some o f th e ir  “ dem ocra t
ic ”  p ractices la s t week. In  cold 
blood, B r it is h  troops and police 
shot down and k ille d  20 Ind ian  
na tio n a lis ts  w ho w ere  conducting  
an a n ti-w a r parade and demon
s tra tio n . The num ber o f w ound
ed is  unknow n, b u t th is  ac tio n  o f 
the  po lice w ho were con fronted 
w ith  abso lu te ly  unarm ed people 
can on ly  be labe lled  as ano the r 
exam ple o f ty p ic a l B r it is h  c r im 
in a l massacre. B r it is h  ru le  in  the 
colonies is  based prec ise ly  upon 
such actions as the  K a ra c h i 
s laughter.

M eanw hile, the  B r it is h  are 
m a k in g  eve ry  e ffo r t  to  re lieve 
the c o n s ta n tly  g ro w in g  pressure 
b y  s t ir r in g  up H indu-M oslem  
com m unal discord. There a re  re 
p o rts  o f num erous H indu-M os|am  
r io ts , m o s tly  in  the  N o rth e rn  
sections o f In d ia — th a t is, where 
the  ha tred  o f B r it is h  ru le  is  
deepest and m ost m il i ta n t ly  o r 
ganized. I t  is undeniable th a t 
these e ffo rts  to  p i t  H in d u  aga inst 
M oslem  has had some success. 
T h is  is p r im a r ily  due to  the  ac
tions o f the p ro -B r it is h  M oslem 
League w ho w o rk  fo r  the  im p e r
ia lis ts , and the fa ilu re  o f the 
G andhi leadership to  prove in  ac
t io n  the  p o ss ib ility  and need fo r  
H indu-M oslem  u n ity .

Leave D oor Open 
A t  its  la te s t session the  Con-

gress W o rk in g  (execu tive ) Com 
m itte e  adopted a  reso lu tion  
w h ich , w h ile  a ff irm in g  the  de
m and fo r  im m ed ia te  indepen
dence and a  po pu la r C o ns titue n t 
Assem bly, le f t  the door open fo r  
fu r th e r  nego tia tions. N o p ra c tic a l 
actions were proposed. T h is  is  be
cause the  G andhi leaders fe a r the 
masses a t  least as m uch as do 
the  B r it is h .

B u t the  in it ia t iv e  is  no  longOi 
in  th e ir  hands! I t  rests f irm ly  In 
the hands o f the  w o rke rs  aajj 
peasants w ho have passed beyond 
the  conservative boundaries o i 
th e ir  “ leaders”  and w ho  a re  a$ 
ready reach ing  o u t fo r  freedom  
and power. Rebel In d ia  is  indeed 
on the  m arch  aga in  and its  pad* 
w i l l  increase ra p id ly  w ith in  the  
n e x t weeks and m on ths!

The Unofficial War
G re a t B r ita in  scored a  b ig  po in t 

th is  week in  its  s tru g g le  aga inst 
the U n ite d  S tates over con tro l o f 
South A m e ric a ’s m arke ts .

The governm ent o f A rg e n tin a  
Tuesday repud ia ted its  A ug . 23 
dec la ra tion  fo r  m u lti la te ra l trade  
— w h ich  opened the  w a y  fo r  the 
US to  ta ke  ove r B r ita in ’s A rg e n 
tin ia n  m arke ts— and, th ro u g h  A l 
fredo Louro , D ire c to r o f the E x 
change C on tro l Bureau, declared: 
" A l l  requests fo r  exchange fo r  
im p o rta tio n s  o f o th e r countries  
o f m erchandise th a t  can in  some 
fo rm  be acquired in  G reat B r i t 
a in  w i l l  be refused.”

W ants  N o  1914 R epe tition
D u r in g  the  la s t w a r, the  U n ite d  

S tates in te res ts  too k  advantage 
o f B r it is h  preoccupation in  E u r 
ope to  fo rge  ahead a t a  trem en
dous ra te  in  L a t in  A m erica . W a ll 
S tree t, w h ich  p r io r  to  1914 p layed 
second fidd le  to  B r it is h  cap ita l, 
was enabled by  the  w a r  to  ad
vance by leaps and bounds, w h ile  
its  B r it is h  r iv a l was in  no posi
t io n  to  th ro w  ca p ita l across the  
sea. In  the period o f the w a r  and 
the recons truc tion  th a t  fo llow ed

“Very soon after the February revolution,” writes Trotsky 
in his H istory o f the Russian Revolution, “the first brigad* 
broke discipline. I t  did not want to fight for Alsace or foi 
Lorraine; it did not want to die for beautiful France. It 
wanted to try living in the New Russia.” A  simple, reasonAb#| 
desire, certainly! So little» and yet— from the viewpointol 
French G.H.Q.— so much! Colonel Netchvolodov, a battilidfl 
commander, indicated most dramatically just how the 
command felt about this simple little request. When a delejp  
tion presented it to him, he fainted on the spot. The delegates 
had to pick up the Colonel out of the mud and carry h im iw  
doors to be revived.

Casualties: Sixty-six per cent
The men made no immediate attempt at mutiny. T h &  

pressed their simple request, but continued to obey orders» 
In  April, General Nivelle, the new French commander-in*- 
chief, launched his grand offensive that was to smash the Ger
man lines once and for all— and that almost smashed the 
French military machine once and for all. The Russians were 
ordered up into the line. They discussed the matter in their 
“Soviets” and decided to obey.

One of their brigades, nine thousand strong, was given 
the task of capturing one of the main buttresses of the Ger
man line: Fort Brimont, a fortress with deep concrete re
doubts, almost impregnable to infantry attack. Nivelle had 
planned to outflank it after the break-through and take it from 
the rear. But the break-through never came, and so the Rus
sians were ordered to take it by frontal attack. They had to 
go up hill, in full view of the German defenders for two and 
a half miles, crossing a deep canal and getting through twenty*' 
six lines of barbed wire defenses. Day after day they strug
gled on, dying in whole companies under the German machine 
guns. When they finally reached the earth-covered slopes of 
the fort itself, they had lost two thirds of their original 
strength— six thousand killed and wounded. The exhausted 
survivors were unable to take the fortress.

Even after the Nivelle offensive, the Russians did noli 
mutiny. But now began those widespread mutinies in t H  
French army which will be described in the next instalmefl 
of this series. As we shall see, these French mutinies nevdS 
became politicalized, thanks largely to the efficient work Os 
the French authorities in isolating the troops from all contact 
with workers and revolutionaries. The Russian troops were $ 
dangerous source of political infection, with their increasingly 
militant demands, their close ties with the Russian revolutions! 
and their “Soviets”— the word sent shivers into the polishes 
boots of the General Staff!

Wintringham quotes the frank words of Paul Painlev« 
French Minister of W ar at the time: “The example that thc£| 
Russian soldiers give in their Soviets, their deliberation» 
their attitude towards their officers, demoralized the Fren<j| 
troops alongside them and repercussions of this were felt d j
the whole front. The only remedy was to transfer them to tint 
interior of the country.”

(N E X T  W E E K : French G.H.Q., fearing the spread o f  thy 
Soviet idea to its  own troops, isolates the Russian soldiers in  
camp at La Courtme. L e ft to themselves, without officers 
men organize a model democratic community. G.H.Q. finam  
suppresses the Soviet when it  orders the camp surrounded by 
artillery and at bayonet-point forces one o f the brigades to  j i t |  
upon the other.)

British "Peace" Bid

it ,  the in ves tm en t o f B r it is h  cap
ita l was p ra c tic a lly  a t a  s tand
s t i l l  in  com parison to  the  in roads 
made by  U S cap ita l.

F ro m  1913 to  1928, B r it is h  cap
ita lis m , even w ith  i t s  postw ar 
p a r t ia l recovery, had o n ly  in 
creased its  investm ents b y  ap
p ro x im a te ly  f ifte e n  percent. In  
the same pe riod  Yankee c a p ita l; 
ism  advanced w e ll over a  th o u 
sand percent. D u r in g  th a t  pe rio ij 
W a ll S tree t s tre tched in to  B ra 
z il and o th e r countries. B r i t é ï ï  
has no desire to  see the  san tt 
th in g  happen again.

A rg e n tin a  is one o f the fe $  
countries where B r ita in  s t i l l  re 
ta ins  a  la rge  m easure o f contro l, 
and the B r it is h  are f ig h t in g  hard 
to  m a in ta in  th a t  co n tro l. , The 
A rg e n tin e  bourgeoisie, a lthough 
la rg e ly  lin k e d  to  the  B r i t is h , ' l l  
e x e rtin g  its e lf  to  ta ke  advantage 
o f  the  w a r  c ris is  to  b a rg a in  w lt£  
bo th  sides o f th is  f ig h t  w ith in  th |  
“ dem ocra tic  bloc.”  The sw eat and 
blood o f the  A rg e n tin e  w o rke r* 
and peasants are ju s t  m ere item s 
o f trade  to  be pushed ove r thé 
counter to  the  h ighest buyer.
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job and a decent liv in g  fo r every w orker.
2. Open the idle factories— operate them  under 

w orkers’ control.
3. A  Tw enty-B illion  dollar Federal public works 

and housing program .
4. T h irty -th irty — $S0-weekly m inim um  wage— 30- 

hour w eekly m axim um  fo r a ll w orkers on a ll jobs.
5. T h irty  dollar w eekly old-age and d isability  

pension.
6. E xpropriate the S ixty  Fam ilies.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum  on any and a ll wars.
0. No secret diplom acy.

10. A n independent Labor P arty .
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against v ig ilan te and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, po litical and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

The Kremlin's Aim  
In the Finnish Crisis

(C ontinued fro m  P ag e 1)

British are attempting to assassinate H itle r and 
replace him by a regime which would agree to 
turn its guns against the Soviet Union. There
fore— this is plainly indicated by the Stalinist 
press— H itle r should be defended against assas
sination or overthrow !

A t the same time, however, the Kremlin lives 
in deadly fear of the possibility that, despite all 
its courting of German imperialism, the latter 
w ill make peace with Brita in and turn on Russia. 
I t  is against that dread day that the Krem lin’s 
moves in the Baltic are calculated. The m ilitary 
and naval outposts secured from the other Baltic 
countries, plus similar outposts from Finland, 
would close the defensive circle o f the Baltic 
against Germany.

But since the Krem lin is simultaneously woo
ing H itler, it cannot very well explain the real 
meaning of its Baltic moves. Hence one o f the 
most repulsive aspects o f its propaganda— its 
patent fraudulence ; as fraudulent as the declara
tion that the Stalin-H itler pact would help Pol
and and the democracies, which the Stalinists 
were making until the Red A rm y marched into 
Poland. This cynical lying confuses and disori
ents the class-conscious workers everywhere ; and 
nothing can so weaken the Soviet Union as the 
development o f an attitude o f suspicion and dis
gust toward it  among the workers in the capital
ist countries.

When, in the days of Lenin and Trotsky, the 
Soviet power led its armies up to Warsaw and 
conquered Georgia, the class-conscious workers 
understood the necessity of these steps and de
fended them, for the foreign policy o f the work
ers’ state was clearly in the interests of the 
world revolution, was developed and executed 
before the eyes o f the international working 
class. The contrast between this and the duplicity 
o f the Krem lin ’s policy is but one index to the 
vast degeneration which has taken place in the 
first workers’ state since Lenin died.

The methods employed by Stalin in the Baltic 
are utterly alien to a revolutionary-international
ist policy. Lenin and Trotsky called upon the 
Polish and Georgian workers to revolt and came 
to their aid w ith the Red Army. Stalin calls 
upon the Finnish people —  not the workers —  
to . . . change Premiers! Instead of arousing the 
masses w ith in the Baltic countries to overthrow 
their capitalist rulers, and establish Soviet Re
publics which would guard the Baltic against 
Germany, Stalin prefers pacts w ith their bour
geois rulers. The only kind o f “ revolution”  he 
wants in the Baltic is the kind he “ made”  in 
backward Polish Galicia— under the direction of 
the GPU.

In  our criticism o f the m ilitary interventions 
o f the Soviet bureaucracy, we sharply distin
guish ourselves from the social-democratic, an
archist and bourgeois critics o f the Kremlin: 
These anti-revolutionary critics denounce the 
Soviet fo r using m ilitary force and fo r violating 
existing borders. For us, however, the borders of 
the capitalist world are not at all inviolate, and 
m ilitary force in the hands of a revolutionary 
government may very well serve the revolution. 
That the Kremlin's m ilitary intervention serves 
only the interests o f the Kremlin and its imper
ialist ally (H itle r in Poland) ; that it is carried 
out without consideration o f the w ill and feelings 
o f the workers o f the Soviet Union or the occu
pied territories or the international proletariat

that it compromises the Soviet Union and dis
orients the world working class— these are our 
criticisms, which in all fundamentals runs coun
ter to the standpoint of the Krem lin’s non-revo
lutionary critics.

The social-democrats and other lackeys of the 
“ democratic”  imperialists call upon the Finnish 
workers to defend Finland against the Red 
Arm y. We, on the contrary, apply to Finland as 
to every other bourgeois country our fundamen
tal attitude toward imperialist wars. The F inn
ish government refuses to yield to Soviet de
mands for m ilitary outposts only because F in
land is assured o f the support o f one or more 
great powers against the Soviet. The New York 
Times makes that plain enough, in its Nov. 28 
editorial calling fo r a holy war against the 
Soviet Union. «We are against the support o f any 
imperialist power in any war, let alone a war 
against the Soviet Union which remains, des
pite the Krem lin gang, upon the economic found
ations laid down by the October Revolution.

The task of the Finnish workers is to make 
their own socialist revolution. Nothing else can 
avail them! They must destroy the Finnish bour
geoisie before they can cope with Stalin’s de
mands upon Finland. I f  a struggle breaks out 
between bourgeois Finland and the Soviet U n
ion, it is the duty of the Finnish workers to be 
Soviet partisans in that struggle.

I f  the Soviet Union were led by revolution
aries, the Finnish revolution would be made by 
the Finnish workers w ith the assurance that they 
would receive the aid o f the Red Arm y against 
intervention by the imperialist powers. Instead, 
however, the brutish and provocative tactics of 
the Kremlin against Finland drive the Finnish 
workers into unity w ith the Finnish bourgeoisie. 
In  this incident as in all others, the tactics of 
the Kremlin serve to strengthen the imperialist 
front which w ill eventually attempt to destroy 
the Soviet Union.

Here is but the latest proof o f our conviction 
that the defense o f the Soviet Union cannot be 
le ft in the hands o f the Krem lin clique. The 
armed overthrow by the Soviet workers of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy —  it w ill not yield its 
power by any other means— is vitally necessary 
i f  the Soviet Union is to be saved and become 
again what it  was under Lenin and T ro tsky : 
d rill ground of the world revolution.

Into the Abyss
“ In this Thanksgiving season, it is not a pleas

ant thought to realize that two out o f three 
Americans are sliding down into an economic 
and moral abyss from which there is no escape 
save by the bitterness o f social reform at best, 
or at worst by the bloody ladder o f social up
heaval.”

These arc highly interesting words. They 
come 'from M r. Jay Franklin, pro-Roosevelt 
Washington correspondent o f the New York 
Post.

M r. Franklin wrote them while reeling under 
the impact o f the report o f the National Re
sources Planning Board.

Basing itself on a study o f three representa
tive income groups during 1935-36, the Board 
discloses startling conditions.

The income groups it  studied are: “ the lower 
th ird,”  which earns $780 a year or less; the 
“ middle th ird,”  which, earns from $780 a year 
to $1450, and the highest group, which earns 
upwards of $1450.

The “ lower th ird ”  spends more than half its 
income on food alone.

I t  spends more o f its income, proportionately, 
on medical care than either o f the two higher 
groups, showing clearly the close relations be
tween poverty and disease.

Exclusive o f its expenditures on food, cloth
ing and shelter, it  has only $31 a year, or sixty 
cents a week, to spend on other things : medical 
care, amusement, dentistry, movies, sport, liter
ature, drama, religion. Sixty cents a week!

Unable to make ends meet, this group goes 
increasingly into debt each year.

Each year it has an average deficit o f $92. 
(This contrasts w ith the annual 19 percent sav
ings made by the highest income group, even 
after its outlays for g ifts  and taxes have been 
deducted.) Even the middle group, earning from 
$780 a year to $1450, loses money, winding up 
a fam ily deficit o f $19 a year.

This is the real situation after seven years of 
“ social reforms”  by Roosevelt. The inescapable 
fact is that the poor are getting poorer and the 
rich richer. The figures disclose that not one 
third, but two thirds o f the nation is, in Mr. 
Franklin ’s words, “ sliding down into an ecnom- 
ic and moral abyss.”  .

As fu lly  aware as anyone o f the bankruptcy 
o f hit; social program, Roosevelt has thrown it 
overboard fo r a more “ realistic”  one. Unable to 
patch up the fabric o f a rapidly disintegrating 
capitalism with internal measures, the Roosevelt 
administration is turning to the only other “ solu
tion”  which capitalism provides: W A R !

From New Deal to W ar Deal, that is the road 
travelled by Roosevelt.

But, as M r. Franklin fearfu lly suggests, i f  
not social reform, then “ social upheaval.”

The spectre o f the socialist revolution which 
haunts both warring camps today in Europe and 
paralyzes their m ilitary operations casts its shad
ow across the war maps in Washington too.

In the World of Labor
-By Paul G. Stevens

How the French Workers 
Are Mulcted for the War . . .

L a s t week th is  co lum n gave some general in 
d ica tions o f the fa c t  th a t  the F rench w o rke rs  are 
bearing  the  b ru n t o f the  w a r economy on th e ir  
shoulders and th a t they are in  a s ta te  o f in c ip ie n t 
rebellion as a resu lt. T h is  week we are in  a posi
tio n  to  g ive  o u r readers m ore concrete in fo rm a 
t io n  on th is  score, as gleaned fro m  ille g a l organs 
th a t have reached us since then.

The 60-hour week has been established as a 
m in im um , a lthough  in  the m ore im p o rta n t w a r 
indus tries  a w o rk  week o f as m uch as 72 hours is 
in  force. O f the m in im um  60 hours, 45 hours w o rk  
is requ ired fo r  the pay o f 40 hours established by 
an old decree. T a k in g  10 francs  as an average 
ho u rly  ra te , a w o rk e r receives 400 francs  fo r  45 
hours w o rk . The 15 hours supp lem enta ry w h ich  
now m ake up the 60 hour week a rc  supposed to  
be paid a t the re g u la r rate, th a t is, 10 francs  fo r  
the average w o rke r. Thus, a w o rk e r should ge t 
550 francs  fo r  his 60 hours o f w o rk .

In  a c tu a lity , however, here is w h a t happens. 
One decree, established since the beg inn ing o f the 
w a r, levies a 25 per cent ta x  on “ ove rtim e”  o r 
supplem entary hours beyond the 45 o r ig in a lly  set. 
Thus, the average w o rk e r gets on ly  112 y2 francs  
"o ve rtim e ”  pay instead o f 150. Then 4 per cent o f 
the rem a in ing  to ta l sa la ry  goes to  “ social in su r
ance," and 2 per cent goes to  the governm ent un 
der the Reynaud emergenfcy decree established 
before the w a r, leav ing  h im  a  to ta l o f 482 francs  
ou t o f the 550 francs  he is  supposed to  g e t fo r  60 
hours o f w o rk .

B u t even these 482 francs was deemed too m uch 
to  g ive a w o rk e r fo r  the 60 hours he is  now  re 
qu ired to  w o rk . So the w a r governm ent o f D a l- 
ad ier decided to  slap ano the r 15 percent w a r ta x  
on his wage, reducing the average w o rk e r ’s pay 
to  some 409 francs. Thus he is re a lly  requ ired to 
w o rk  60 hours fo r  the same pay as he p rev iously  
received fo r  40 hours w o rk , a t the same tim e  
th a t the cost o f l iv in g  keeps cons tan tly  m ounting .

T h is  la s t tax , however, m ay prove to  be the 
s tra w  th a t breaks the cam el’s back. F or, a lthough  
the 15 per cent has a lready been o ffic ia lly  decreed, 
resentm ent is  so w ide-spread th a t the governm ent 
has up to the  present re fra ined  fro m  en fo rc ing  it .

. . .  And How the Prolos 
Answer in Action

A t  the  L o rra in e -D ie tr ic h  w o rks  in  A rge n te u il, 
the whole personnel ca rried  on a s tr ik e  fo r  sev
e ra l hours, shou ting  re v o lu tio n a ry  slogans and 
s in g in g  the “ In te rn a tio n a l.”  They w e n t back to  
w o rk  o n ly  when the m anagem ent assured them  
th a t the 15 per cent ta x  w ou ld  n o t be applied 
there.

A t  the “ com pteurs de M on tro ug e" departm ent 
store, 300 wom en w o rke rs  dem onstrated fo r  20 
m inutes w ith  the same ob ject in  v iew . T h e ir dem
o n s tra tion  m e t w ith  a s im ila r  success.

In  the C .A .P .R .A . fa c to ry  a t Courneuve, the 
bosses announced the governm ent decree w ould 
be effective w ith  the next pa y  envelope. The 
n ig h t-s h if t  w e n t on s tr ike . A s a re su lt the 15 per 
cent was n o t deducted fro m  th e ir  wages. A t  the 
"P e tite s  V o itu res ”  fa c to ry  in  A u b e rv illie rs , the 
w o rke rs  q u it  one hour ea rlie r, c a rry in g  o u t a 
s tr ik e  ac tion  a long id en tica l lines. Same re su lt 
here too.

F ro m  the looks o f th ings, the F rench pro los 
are no t go ing  to  take the w a r deal there ly in g  
down.

Need of the Hour:
A Revolutionary Party

Conditions a t the f ro n t  are n o t any b e tte r fo r  
the F rench bourgeoisie then  they are a t the rear. 
E v e ry  b it  o f in fo rm a tio n  com ing fro m  France is 
tes tim ony to  the fa c t th a t a trem endous fe rm e n t 
is m a k in g  its e lf  fe l t  in  the popu la tion  as a whole.

W hen you keep in  m ind  the recent revo lts  in  
Czechoslovakia and the reported disturbances in  
the Reich you have here a m ore tha n  am ple ex
p lan a tion  as to  w h y  “ a l l ’s qu ie t on the W estern 
F ro n t.”

The s itu a tio n  ju s t isn ’t  set fo r  an enthusiastic  
w a r. I t  is  m uch m ore rip e  fo r  re vo lu tio n a ry  ac
tion . W h a t is la c k in g  m ost is the existence o f a 
f irm ly -k n it  revo lu tio n a ry  p a rty .

Here too, however, the tre n d  is becom ing more 
favorab 'e . W e learn  fro m  re liab le  sources th a t  the 
groups adhering  to  the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  
France, w h ich  were h ith e rto  d iv ided over tac tics  
w ith  regard  to w o rk  inside the W orke rs  and Peas
an ts ’ S oc ia lis t P a r ty  (P.S.O .P.), have recen tly  
reun ited  and are c a rry in g  on comon a c tiv ity .

The P.S.O.P. its e lf  has undergone a  consider
able change. A t  the  ou tb reak o f the  w a r, the p a r
ty  seemed to  have disappeared. La te  in  October, 
however, i t  began to  show signs o f life  again. 
I ts  paper, Ju in  36, has reappeared as a  legal o r
gan. A n  illeg a l ed ition, m im eographed, is also 
m a k in g  the rounds o f the P aris ian  w o rk in g  class 
quarters. The leadership o f the p a r ty  has passed 
over to elements designated as " le ft-c e n tr is ts ” . 
The freemasons have been expelled fro m  the o r
ganization . I t  is rum ored th a t included among 
those expelled, is M arceau P iv e rt, fo rm e r leader 
o f the p a rty .

The S ta lin is ts , w ho regained a  measure o f the 
w o rke rs ’ confidence by th e ir  new fake  “ tu rn ” , 
are s t i l l  paralyzed, and in  sp ite  o f th e ir  trem en
dous appara tus and the aid  o f the G.P.U., d isp la y  
ha rd ly  m ore a c t iv ity  than  the  sm all re vo lu tio n 
a ry  groups. O f la te , there has been a  steady trend  
o f m ore advanced m ilita n ts  fro m  th e ir  ranks  go
in g  over to  the P.S.O.P.

A Note on the Work 
Of Our Belgian Comrades

The circum stances su rround ing  the govern 
m en t’s persecution o f ou r lead ing  B e lg ian  com 
rades are on ly  now com ing to  l ig h t . . I t  seems 
th a t, a t  the ou tb reak  o f w a r, a ce rta in  Vereecken, 
the leader o f an u ltra - le f t  g roup w h ich  s p lit  fro m  
ou r R evo lu tiona ry  S oc ia lis t P a r ty  (PSR ) about 
a yea r ago, to o k  i t  upon h im se lf to  “ prepare”  the  
re vo lu tio n a ry  vanguard  fo r  il le g a lity . . . . T h is  
was done by means o f a m im eographed c irc u la r 
con ta in ing  deta iled Ins truc tio ns  w h ich  was 
m ailed, am ong others, to  a l is t  o f ou r comrades 
w h ich  he had purlo ined fro m  the PSR when he 
sp lit.

N a tu ra lly , the governm ent, w h ich  was lo ok in g  
fo r  ju s t such a p re te x t, was g re a tly  relieved o f 
its  troub le  by th is  piece o f s tu p id ity . The resu lt 
was th a t every lead ing m il i ta n t  in  the  cou n try  
was in s ta n tly  p icked up. C onfron ted w ith  the 
evidence, some of the comrades arrested found 
i t  ha rd  to  deny the id e n tity  o f the p e rp e tra to r 
before th te  in ves tig a tion  judges. A f te r  being 
held fo r  weeks, a ll the  m ilita n ts  arrested, in c lud 
in g  Vereecken, were f in a lly  released.

U pon his release, Vereecken a ttem p ted  to  pro 
voke a s p lit  in  the ran ks  o f the PSR because o f 
the repud ia tion  o f h is “ docum ent”  by  some o f 
the. comrades arrested. T h is  a tte m p t fo r tu n a te ly  
has fa iled . A t  a  recent congress held b y  ou r Bel 
g ian  p a r ty  under the m ost d iff ic u lt  conditions, 
th is  m a tte r am ong others was settled  de fin itive ly . 
The “ ille g a l c irc u la r”  o f Vereecken was condemn
ed unanim ously. The ac tion  o f those comrades who 
iden tified  the  c irc u la r as h a ilin g  fro m  Vereecken 
was censured. The p a rty  swung in to  ac tion  a fte r  
the  congress, resum ing pu b lica tio n  o f its  w eek ly  
organ, the L u t te  O uvriè re, and beg inn ing a v ig 
orous a n ti-w a r cam paign in  the m in in g  fie lds and 
in  the- in d u s tr ia l cities. In  sp ite  o f the in it ia l 
crisis, b ro ug h t about b y  the governm ent action  
w h ich  has resu lted fro m  the s tu p id ity  o f the 
u ltra - le fts , the p a r ty  has rem ained in ta c t. A s  a 
m a tte r  o f fa c t, the reports  to  the congress even 
showed a sub s tan tia l ga in  in  m em bership, com ing 
m a in ly  fro m  the ranks o f the  S ta lin is ts  in  such 
centers as Brussels and Liege.

Canadian Workers 
Take Their Sweet 
Time in Enlisting

n .

TO R O N TO — B y the end o f the second m on th  o f w a r, 60,000 
re e fu its  had been enro lled “ fo r  w a r o r in su rrec tio n .”  The w ay 
the y  go t these vo lunteers illum ines  the na tu re  o f “ dem ocracy.”  
M ost o f these rec ru its  came fro m  the unemployed. W hen w a r broke 
out, sing le  unem ployed were g e ttin g  no re lie f a t a ll, and the 
average m arried  unem ployed were ge tting , in  a la rge  cen ter like  
Toron to , the equ iva lent o f 4 Vz cents per m eal per person, in  re tu rn  
fo r  hard  m anua l labo r tw o  o r three days a  week. Canadian a rm y  pay 
w as boosted to  $1.30 per day, p lus 85 cents l iv in g  allowance fo r  
each dependent. C iv il servants-?- 
w ho en lis t are g iven an ad d ition 
al bonus. Several f irm s  are ge t
t in g  cheap adve rtis ing  b y  p rom 
is in g  to  m ake up the w age -d iffe r
ence fo r  employees who en list.

M u n ic ip a litie s  began la y in g  off 
re lie f w o rke rs  o f m il ita ry  age o r 
ho ld ing  up th e ir  p itta nce  to  scare 
them  in to  the  a rm y. F irm s  in  
V ancouver and elsewhere fired  
young w o rke rs  and refused to 
take  them  back w ith o u t a c e rtif i-  
ica te  o f m il ita ry  unfitness. P e tty  
thieves and d runks  in  O n ta rio  
m ag is tra te  cou rts  were g iven the 
a lte rn a tive  o f s ix  m onths o r  the 
a rm y.

A n ti-S e m it ic  A c t
Pressure on Jews and others to 

en lis t takes m any form s. In  T o
ron to , home o f 50,000 Jews, an 
a rm o ry  is reported to  have d is
played the fo llo w in g  s ign : "R e
c ru its  enro lled today: C hris tians 
265, Jews 2.”  A  Jew ish you th  was 
a ttacked  by  soldiers in  the m a in  
s tree t and badly beaten. In  an
o th e r case s ix  men, in c lud in g  a 
soldier, beat up a you th  in  the 
s tree t who had refused to  te ll 
them  w h y  he had no t enlisted. 
Three o f the thugs, in c lud in g  the 
soldier, were no t a rrested; the 
th ree others g o t l ig h t  sentences.

T ha t, in  sp ite  o f a ll these m e th 

ods, on ly  60,000 have been hook
ed, is p roo f o f the  re luctance o f 
the Canadian masses to be bu tch 
ered in  f ro n t  o f the German 
W estw all. O fficers’ t ra in in g  un its  
are boom ing a t the  un ive rs ities  
(ne a rly  h a lf the m ale en ro llm en t 
is d r i l l in g  on the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
T o ron to  cam pus), b u t m a in ly  
because such e n lis tm e n t does no t 
com m it to  w a r service; mean
w h ile  i t  prepares the s tuden t fo r  
an "o ffice r’s li fe ”  and gives h im  
a tem po ra ry  answer to  the pres
sure o f e lde rly  professors and pa
t r io t ic  g ir l- fr ie n d s  w ho w a n t h im  
to  die fo r  them . S tudent rec ru its  
are n o t to ld , and n o t m any stop 
to  th in k , th a t  the m o r ta l ity  am 
ong second lieu tenan ts  is  h igher 
than am ong privates.

A n o th e r fa c to r  w h ich  has held 
up re c ru it in g  is th a t  the  n a tu ra l 
cannon-fodder, the unemployed, 
have been so p h ys ica lly  reduced 
b y  ten years o f depression th a t 
m ost o f them  su ffe r fro m  ro t t in g  
tee th , stom ach ulcers, o r  p la in  
m a ln u tr it io n . T h is  d iff ic u lty  has 
been p a r t ly  solved by  w a te rin g  
down the m edica l tests. One 
glance a t the undersized “ H ig h 
landers”  m a rch ing  around T o ron 
to ’s streets is su ffic ien t proof.

In  V ancouver the press re p o rt
ed the case o f an unem ployed

Their By James Burnham

Government

m an w ho had d raw n  s ick  re lie f 
fo r  five  years fo r  in fected tee th  
and o th e r resu lts  o f undernour
ishm en t; he was passed A - l  by 
the arm y.

In  m id  - O ctober the pressure 
fo r  conscrip tion  suddenly in 
creased, w ith  the announcem ent 
o f the B r it is h  p lan  to  spend sev
en hundred m illio n  do lla rs yea rly  
in  Canada to m ake i t  the center 
ot E m p ire  a irp lane  m anufactu re  
and a ir  schooling. T w e n ty -five  
thousand p ilo ts  are to  be tra ined  
annually. Some are to  be b ro ug h t 
fro m  A u s tra lia , b u t the  b u lk  w l i l  
need to  be found  here. Remem 
ber th a t  ten  men are needed on 
the ground fo r  every p ilo t. Re
m em ber th a t the phys ica l tests 
fo r  a irm en are so searching th a t 
the type o f s lum -p ro le ta rian , des
perate unemployed, o r p a tr io t ic  
bank-c le rk , w i l l  n o t do. O n ly  a 
sweeping conscrip tion  o f you th  
w i l l  m eet these plans, fo r  even 
the m ost flag -b linded  you th  is 
no t anxious to en te r a service 
w h ich  can prom ise an average 
li fe  in  active  f ig h t in g  o f on ly  
fo r ty  m inutes.

The h igh  costs in cu rred  in  
b r ib in g  unem ployed in to  the 
a rm y  is  ano the r fa c to r  lead ing 
to  conscrip tion . R e lie f w o rke rs  
have been doub ling  th e ir  income 
by en lis ting . A s  General Gries- 
bach po in ted ou t to  the Senate, 
“ W e could ge t five  sing le  m en fo r  
th a t m oney.”  The governm ent 
has a lready  responded by  b a rr in g  
en lis tm ent by men w ith  m ore 
tha n  fo u r  dependents. T om orro w  
the generals w i l l  be dem anding 
th a t the cheaper bodies o f single 
men be o ffic ia lly  seized.

A m erican  La bo r A id  
125 W est 33 S tree t 
New  Y o rk  C ity  
D ear F rie n d :

I  P LE D G E  M Y S E L F  to  
c o n trib u te  $ ...........  to  th e  de
fense o f F ra n k  W atson, im 
prisoned by  Canada’s govern
m en t fo r  the  c rim e  o f speak
in g  o u t as a w o rk e r against 
the  w a r o f im peria lism .

The Federa l Reserve B oard  index figu re  o f indus
t r ia l  p roduction  is c u rre n tly  reported as 125. In  th is  
sim ple num ber is concentra ted the agony o f A m erican  
cap ita lism .

T h is  num ber means th a t  in d u s tr ia l p roduction  in 
th is  cou n try  is now run n ing  a t the h igest ra te  in  h is 
to ry . W e have n o t m ere ly  re tu rned  to, b u t surpassed, 
the Golden A ge o f 1929! The average p roduc tion  ra te  
fo r  1929 was on ly  119.

B u t where, then, is the rosy hue th a t  colored the 
land in  1929? Today, w ith  p roduc tion  a t  its  new 
he ight, the re  are s t i l l  a t least 10,000,000 unemployed, 
and m illio ns  upon m illio ns  m ore sub-hum an ly  housed, 
ha lf-s ta rved , ill-c lo th ed . 1929 is back, and m ore than 
back, and i t  has the taste  o f ashes in  the m outh.

What Makes the Difference?
W h a t accounts fo r  th is  g re a t g u lf  between 1929 and 

1939? There seem to  be fo u r ch ie f causes:
E ach yea r there is a ne t increase o f ap p ro x im a te ly  

600,000 men in  the la b o r m a rke t. A l l  o th e r th in g s  be
in g  equal, the re fore, p roduction , in  order to  m a in ta in  
em ploym ent s ta b ility , w ou ld  have to  expand su ffic ien t
ly  each yea r to  be able to  absorb these 600,000.

U nder the pressure o f cris is , techno log ica l advances 
and new m ethods o f speed-up have d u rin g  the  past 
decade enorm ously increased the m an-hour o u tp u t o f 
labor. In  such indus tries  as steel, where the changes 
are especia lly s tr ik in g , th is  means no t on ly  th a t fe w e r 
men are required to  keep the p lan ts  go ing  b u t th a t 
Increases in  the ra te  o f p roduc tion  do n o t require  co r
responding increases in  the num ber o f w o rke rs  em 
ployed. T o  ru n  a t 35% o r 40% o f capacity , the steel 
m ills  requ ire  fa r  few e r men tha n  in  1929. To run , as 
a t present, a t 95% o f cap ac ity  (w h ich , by the w ay, is 
considerab ly m ore tha n  100% o f 1929 ca p a c ity ), re 
qu ires a s t i l l  sm a lle r fra c tio n  o f w o rke rs  than  a t 40%, 
so th a t the p ro po rtiona te  d is loca tion  is even greater.

A  th ird  fa c to r  is the e ve r-r is in g  debt load, bo th  pub
lic  and p riva te , w h ich  w eighs dow n upon the whole 
economy, and helps p reven t expand ing wages and 
p ro fits  fro m  being f r u i t f u l ly  re flected in  the  consum er 
m arke t. T h is  e ffect was exaggerated in  th is  past 
decade because o f the  devices w h ich  were em ployed 
to  fo re s ta ll w ide-scale bankrup tc ies  and reo rgan iza
tions  w h ich , in  prev ious crises, though  the y  smashed 
up in d iv id u a l enterprises, acted as h e a lth -g iv in g  s u r
g e ry  fo r  the economic s tru c tu re  as a whole.

F in a lly , the d isp roportions am ong the various sec
to rs  o f the economy have become deepened and m ore 
a w k w a rd  d u rin g  th is  decade. The genera l hea lth  o f 
the economy depends n o t m ere ly  on the v ig o r  o f th is  
o r th a t sector o r  even upon the average leve l o f the  
economy as a whole, b u t also upon a proper balance 
between in d u s try  and ag ricu ltu re , ca p ita l goods and 
consum er goods, in te rn a l trade  and fo re ig n  trade, etc. 
M onopoly con tro l, fa r  fro m  being able to  m a in ta in  
such a balance, in troduces its  ow n k in d  o f p lann ing  
in to  some sectors o f in d u s try  o n ly  a t the  cost o f a 
m ore v io le n t anarchy in  the econom y taken  in  its  
e n tire ty .

What of the War Boom?
O nly  a com p ara tive ly  sm a ll p a r t  o f the present rise 

in  p roduc tion  is d ire c tly  traceable to  w a r business. 
M uch o f the increase has been due to  dom estic orders 
g iven in  a n tic ip a tio n  o f a  com ing boom and as a 
guarantee th a t fu tu re  w a r orders w i l l  n o t in te rfe re  
w ith  the fu lf il lm e n t o f dom estic requirem ents. W ith in  
the  past fe w  m onths the curve o f p roduc tion  has risen 
considerab ly above the curve o f consum ption, w h ich, 
in te rp re ted , means th a t  inven to ries  are p ilin g  up.

W a r orders, n o t m ere ly  fro m  B r ita in  and France, 
bu t also fro m  the home governm ent, w i l l  undoubtedly 
increase in  the days to come. B u t i t  is  c lear th a t they  
w i l l  n o t be su ffic ien t to  b r in g  abou t a general p ros
p e r ity  even o f the 1929 v a rie ty , and in  p a rtic u la r th a t 
th e y  w i l l  not, by  m any m illions , be able to  absorb the 
unemployed. Indeed, w ith  the increased inven to ries 
and the la g g in g  behind o f consum er pu rchasing pow 
er, i t  is  no t u n lik e ly  th a t  a f te r  the  f ir s t  o f the year, 
even w ith  increased w a r orders, p roduc tion  w i l l  de
cline.

I  am, in  fa c t, convinced th a t  m uch o f the  ta lk  we 
have been hearing  abou t a “ w a r boom”  has its  source 

’ in  de libera te  propaganda designed to  w in  the masses 
o f the  people over to  the Roosevelt w a r  measures. I  
believe, fo r  instance, th a t m any w o rke rs  were led to  
an acceptance o f the  l i f t in g  o f the arm s em bargo by 
a t least the ha lf-fo rm e d  th o u g h t th a t, a t any ra te, 
the re  w ou ld  be p le n ty  o f jobs available.

The business men do n o t spread these illus ions 
am ong themselves. In  th e ir  own com m ittees and pub
lica tion s  the y  are v e ry  skep tica l about the ex te n t o f 
the w a r  boom, and m ake clear, its  p robab ly  lim ite d  
character. They have noticed, am ong o th e r th ings, 
th a t in  E ng land  unem ploym ent has increased since 
the s ta r t  o f the w a r, in  sp ite  o f the e n try  o f hundreds 
o f thousands o f young m en in to  the a rm y.

There Is No Cure
A  general conclusion th a t forces its e lf  upon us is 

th a t c a p ita lis t economy is even s icke r th a n  we th in k . 
The N ew  Deal, as a set o f p r im a r ily  in te rn a l meas
ures, was unable to  cure U.S. cap ita lism . B u t even the 
d rastic , present and pro jected, “ ex te rna l measures”  o f 
the W a r Deal cannot b r in g  hea lth  back.

F ro m  a m ora l p o in t o f v iew , i t  has been a  te rr ib le  
enough com m ent on cap ita lism  a lw ays th a t  i t  could 
keep go ing on ly  by  period ic  w ars, th a t  w a r was an 
in te g ra l phase o f its  l i fe  cycle. B u t cap ita lism  has now  
reached a p o in t where even w a r canno t re p a ir the 
ravaged organism . Peace o r w a r: the choice is now 
o n ly  o f a lte rna te  roads to  death.

T h is  is known, we m ay assume, to  the ru le rs  o f the 
c a p ita lis t w o rld , and is n o t the least o f those causes 
w h ich  m ake th is  “ the s trangest o f  a ll w a rs .”
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