
Labor’s B ig  Chance 
Is Now! —D on’t 
M u ff the B a ll!

A N  E D IT O R IA L . «

“ Ruthless”  labor leaders were going to take advantage of 
the war boom “ to advance their campaign for the closed 
shop, and all that implies, in such basic industries as steel, 
automobile and packing houses,”  complained a boss spokes
man the other day.

Well, we certainly hope so! The industrial pickup pro
vides organized labor w ith a new opportunity to regain lost 
ground and make the gains which were possible in 1935- 
1937 and which were unfortunately not realized.

Organized labor has been on the defensive since the loss 
o f “ L ittle  Steel”  in the Fall of 1937. One of the main 
causes for this situation has been the decline in production; 
it is tenfold more difficult for the trade unions to advance 
when factories are slowing up and many are shutting down. 
But that organized labor could make gains even in the midst 
o f industrial production has been demonstrated by the one 
bright spot in the unions— the phenomenal transformation 
o f the Teamsters’ Union from an old-line craff setup into a 
semi-industrial organization o f over 400,000 men.

The new type o f leaders in the Teamsters’ Union who 
made this growth possible didn’t make the mistakes which 
stopped the CIO in its tracks in steel, packing and other 
basic industries. They didn’t lean on the National Labor, 
Board and the government, but put everything into organiz
ing the fighting strength o f the workers on the job.

As was shown by the warning uttered by the CIO con
vention against much use o f the Labor Boards, the CIO 
leadership now appears to have a more sober estimate of 
the role of the Roosevelt Administration toward the work
ers. I f  it sticks to this, we shall have no repetition of “ L ittle 
Steel,”  where the strikers cheered the incoming National 
Guard . . . and had the strike broken.

The industrial pickup means that the bosses have plenty 
of money to disgorge, i f  the unions go after them. Earn
ings o f .leading industrial corporations fo r the fu ll year 
„939 are expected to be 70-per cent above 1938 levels and 
close to 1936 and 1937 levels, according to the conserva
tive estimate of the A F L  “ Monthly Survey o f Business”  :

“ Especially in the following industries, earnings may be 
expected to improve: A ircra ft, chemicals, machinery, metal 
fabricating, non-ferrous metals, petroleum, railroad equip
ment, shipbuilding, steel, sugar, automobiles, automobile 
parts, paper, railroads, retail trade and textiles.”

Here, then, are the fields upon which the labor movement 
can immediately concentrate!

Wage increases are necessary even to provide the work
ers w ith the same purchasing power that they had a few 
months ago. Labor Department figures show that retail 
prices o f basic foods were 11 per cent higher on October 
17 than on August 15, and prices have continued to rise 
since.

Labor has the opportunity, it has the wisdom based on 
actual experience with the anti-labor strategy of the Roose
velt Administration— if  only the labor leaders w ill use that 
wisdom— and it has a case for higher wages and better con
ditions which the bosses w ill find it hard to controvert.

The next few months w ill be an acid test fo r every man 
in a position o f trust and leadership in the unions. The rank 
and file should see to it that any man who fails to meet the 
test is put aside, to make room for m ilitant progressives 
w ith backbone enough to lead their men successfully 
through the coming battles.

The industrial pickup has created this opportunity w ith 
out, however, providing many additional jobs. Some ten 
million unemployed remain to be taken care of. This vast 
reservoir remains as a reserve army— an army o f labor or 
an army that can be turned against labor. The employed 
workers must link their fortunes w ith those o f the unem
ployed.

The general slogans under which the labor movement 
should fight the coming battles are clearly indicated. They 
are :

A  rising scale o f wages as prices rise!
A  30-hour week w ith no reduction in pay! A  $30 m ini

mum wage on all jobs!
A  job and a decent .living for every worker!
A  Twenty-Billion Dollar Federal public works and hous

ing program!
A ll war funds to the unemployed!

*  *  *

The opportunity is there. Labor must not let it slip b y !

Behind the Lines
_________________  B y  G EORGE S T E R N  -------------------------------

Tw elve years ago the f ir s t  K uo - 
m in tang -C om m un is t un ited  f ro n t  
was sha tte red  when C h iang K a i-  
shek made a deal w ith  the  im p e r
ia lis ts  and sealed i t  in  the  blood 
o f thousands o f w o rke rs  and 
peasants.

Today i t  begins to  look as 
tho ugh  th e  second “ un ited  f r o n t ”  
is  go ing to  end as a  re s u lt o f a 
deal between S ta lin  and the Jap
anese.

A lth o u g h  the M oscow -Tokyo 
nego tia tions are s t i l l  on ly  in  a 
p re lim in a ry  stage, th e y  have a l
ready resu lted  in  a w iden ing  o f 
the fissure between the  K uo m in - 
ta n g  and the Chinese S ta lin is ts . 
M a tte rs  have on several occa
sions appa ren tly  a lready reached 
the  stage o f ac tua l arm ed con
f l ic t  between them.

M ao Tse-tung, the  Chinese 
S ta lin is t ch ie fta in , is  quoted now 
as accusing Ch iang K a i-shek  o f 
n o t es tab lish ing a  dem ocra tic 
governm ent. B u t  w h a t a  fra u d

th is  is ! W hen i t  su ited the needs 
o f th e ir  m aste r in  the  K re m lin , 
the Chinese S ta lin is ts  came to  
te rm s w ith  Chiang K a i-shek 
ne a rly  three years ago. A lth o u g h  
they  also spoke then abou t “ dem
ocra tic  governm ent”  i t  rem ained 
a h yp o c ritic a l phrase, fo r  the 
K uo m in ta ng ^ . d ic ta to r  n a tu ra lly  
never, took any steps to  c a rry  ou t 
th a t p a r t o f the barga in . Instead 
the S ta lin is ts  pa rtic ip a te d  lik e  do
cile lackeys in  the fa rc ic a l “ Peo
ple ’s C ouncil”  w h ich  C h iang set 
up to  s im u la te  the appearance o f 
popu la r support.

T h rou gh ou t the  course o f the 
w a r under Ch iang’s leadership 
the  w o rke rs  and peasants have 
been bled w h ile  the  b ig  cap ita lis ts  
and bankers, rode high, w ide, and 
handsome in  the  tre a ty  po rts  held 
by  the  Japanese. A g a in s t a ll the 
ven a lity , ha lf-heartedness, and 
o u tr ig h t treachery  th a t has 
m arked  the  K uo m in ta n g  f ig h t 
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ROOSEVELT NEUTRAL-IN A PIG’S EYE!
50,000 Auto  Workers B last 
Chrysler Union-Busting Plans

<$>•

Union Strength Forces 
NLRB Revision of Early 
Ruling on Bargaining

D E T R O IT , Nov. 16 — M ore 
tha n  50,000 autom obile  w o rkers  
jam m ed in to  C adillac Square to 
day in  a solid f ro n t  o f defiance 
to  the M ohaw k V a lle y  plans o f 
the C h rys le r corpora tion , the 
“ b a ck -to -w o rk ”  m ovem ent o f 
H om er M a r t in  and the fasc is t 
gangs o f F a th e r C ough lin  and 
G erald L . K . S m ith .

Some 4,500 M u rra y  B ody w o rk 
ers q u it w o rk  on the  day s h ift  
tw o  hours before c losing tim e  
and the n ig h t s h ift  m en w e n t in  
tw o  hours la te  to  take  th e ir  
place in  the  dem onstra tion . H ud
son and Packard  w o rke rs  were 
provided w ith  a special flee t o f 
buses and autom obiles to  tra n s 
p o rt them  to  the square.

F o r the second tim e  in  tw o  
and a h a lf  yea r period the w o rk 
ers o f D e tro it  dedicated th e ir  
g re a t assemblages on C adillac 
Sq. to  the education o f the coup
on-clippers o f the C h rys le r Corp. 
The dem onstra tion  g o t resu lts  
even before the  m en came in to  
the streets.

N L R B  Backs Down
On the same m o rn in g  the N a 

tio n a l La bo r R e la tions B oard  an
nounced th a t the  U A W -C IO  had 
been certified  as the exclusive 
b a rga in ing  agency fo r  the  C h ry 
s le r C orpora tion , thus chang ing 
its  previous decision o f c e r t ify 
in g  the  un ion on a p la n t basis.

The dem onstra tion  too k  place 
in  a s e ttin g  o f the  com plete f iz 
zle o f H om er M a r t in ’s scab-herd
in g  b a ck -to -w o rk  m ovem ent. On
ly  a fe w  hundred men, even ac
co rd in g  to  the  he a v ily  biased 
loca l press, tu rned  up to  re tu rn  
to w o rk  a t the  C hrys ler, P ly 
m ou th  and De Soto p lants. A nd  
m ost o f these were forem en and 
m aintenance w orkers. T h is  des
p ite  the fa c t  th a t no p ickets 
guarded these p la n t gates.

W here M a r t in  gets nowhere in  
b re ak ing  the  s o lid a r ity  o f the 
C hrys ler, C ough lin  takes up the 
cudgels fo r  the corpora tion . 
W ith  the aid  o f d a ily  free  pub
l ic i ty  in  the boss press, he is 
c a llin g  a m ee ting  in  h is Royal 
O ak C hurch w h ich  was b u ilt  by 
non-union labor. I t  is to  be hop
ed th a t  i f  any sizable group o f 
C h rys le r w o rke rs  tu rn  up fo r  h is 
m ee ting  they  w il l  tu rn  % i t  in to  a 
jam boree the ye llow  p rie s t w i l l  
never fo rge t.

P ressure on W e lfa re  Bosses
Steady pressure o f the  auto 

un ion on W elfa re  offic ia ls  has a l
ready forced a re tre a t fro m  th e ir  
o r ig in a l hard-bo iled  a ttitu d e  in  
re fus ing  to  c e r t ify  C h rys le r 
w o rkers  fo r  re lie f. B u t th e ir  f ir s t  
concessions are s t i l l  made w ith  
enough loopholes to  smash the 
w o rke rs ’ ranks. Joe Pagano, 
Ass’t  N a tio n a l W e lfa re  D ire c to r 
o f the U A W -C IO  characterized 
the “ w o rk  re lie f”  the a d m in is tra 
t io n  is o ffe rin g  as “ forced labo r.”  
The genera l sen tim en t o f C h rys
le r w o rke rs  is fo r  a continuance 
and a s treng then in g  o f th is  
pressure to  fo rce  the w e lfa re  o f
fic ia ls  to  feed the w o rke rs  lo c k 
ed ou t by  the  C h rys le r corpora
tion .

The C adillac Sp. dem onstra
t io n  roared its  approva l fo r  a 
reso lu tion  c a llin g  fo r  an in v e s ti
ga tion  by  the C ity  Council <jf the 
procedure adopted by the*W elfare  
a d m in is tra tio n  tow ards C hrys le r 
w orkers. I t  also adopted a  reso lu
tion  p ro te s tin g  the 30-day sen
tence g iven T ra c y  D o ll, un ion o r 
ganizer, fo r  v io la t in g  the a n t i
p icke tin g  in ju n c tio n  in  the  F re d 
e rick  S tearns s tr ike .

N. Y. MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING SUNDAY

A n  im p o rta n t m em bership 
m ee ting  o f Loca IN ew  Y o rk  
o f the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r
t y  w i l l  be held th is  Sunday, 
Novem ber 19th, Beethoven 
H a ll, 210 E a s t 5 th  S treet, a t 
2 p.m. sharp.

The W ar Boom

THE SECOND OFFENSIVE

Push for the $10,000 
Organization-Press Fund

“ The Second O ffensive is  about to  begin.”

T h is  is a  w a r com m unique. B u t i t  isn ’t  fro m  the  W estern fro n t.

I t ’s w a r  news fro m  the re vo lu tio n a ry  f r o n t  fo r  socia lism  in  the  
U n ite d  States. I t ’s the  General S ta ff o f the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  
m a k in g  ready fo r  a  b ig  fro n ta l a tta c k .

The ba tta lio ns  are organized. They have th e ir  orders. A i l  they 
need now is  the  fig h tin g  equipm ent.

. . .E a r ly  la s t sum m er the f ir s t  offensive in  ou r w a r  was organized 
in  the  fo rm  o f a $10,000 press-organ iza tion  fun d  drive.

M ore  than  one -th ird  o f th is  sum was raised by  the  branches 
o f the  p a r ty  fro m  N ew  Y o rk  to  ’F risco. I t  was a ll done w ith o u t 
any b ig  noise, w ith o u t any ba llyhoo. The branches ju s t  came th rou gh  
qu ie tly— b u t e ffec tive ly .

W ith  th e  new a m m u n itio n  provided b y  the  funds raised, the
p a rty  m achine w orked  on m ore cy linde rs  than  ever be fo re  espe
c ia lly  in  the  usu a lly  dead sum m er m onths.

Loca l branches developed a  sys tem atic  and concentra ted p o lit ic a l 
a c tiv ity .

The tw ice-a-w eek A ppea l was li f te d  o u t o f its  fina nc ia l do l
drum s. D u r in g  the  f ir s t  weeks o f the  w a r c ris is  frequency o f issue 
was jum ped to  th ree  tim es a  week.

A  na tiona l N egro  depa rtm ent was organized and a  fu ll- t im e  
d ire c to r m ain ta ined .

M ore fie ld  organ iers  and m ore assistance fo r  fie ld  organ izers 
provided th a n  ever before.

Several new pam phlets were p u t on the  S oc ia lis t m a rke t.

N ow  we a re  ready to  go fo rw a rd  aga in ! W e ca ll i t  th e  Second 
O ffensive ! I t ’s an offensive aga ins t th e  w a r and fo r  the  re vo lu tio n 
a ry  soc ia lis t p rogram .

B y  Feb. 1 we w a n t to  be over the  to p  w ith  the  $10,000 fu n d  
quota  m e t 100 percent. So th a t  we can have m ore organ izers in  the  
fie ld, m ore lite ra tu re  on th e  w a r cris is , on fascism , on th e  tra n s i
t io n a l p ro g ra m  fo r  w o rke rs ’ ac tion  aga ins t the  60 ru l in g  fa m ilie s ; a 
so lid  floo r b u ilt  under ou r tw ice -w ee k ly  A ppea l and m o n th ly  N ew  
In te rn a tio n a l so th a t the  s tr ik in g  power o f our press sha ll no t be 
affected by  some s il ly  f ina nc ia l shortage.

W e sent a  le tte r  to  the  branches to  f ind  o u t how the y  fe lt  about 
m a ltin g  good on the  re s t o f th e ir  ob ligations. They can be summed 
up best in  the  succ inct com m ent o f Oscar Coover fo r  the  M inne 
apolis B ranch :

"Y o u  m ay  te ll the  w o rld  th a t  M inneapo lis w i l l  be on the  line  
before the  date set.”

Y ou  have y o u r quotas. The branches need on ly  go to  w o rk . M ake 
the  M inneapo lis  m o tto  yo u r ow n!

“ On the  line  b y  F e b ru a ry  1st! E v e ry  la s t dim e raised fo r  the  
$10,000 o rgan ia tion-p ress fu n d  d r iv e !”

FIGHT GOV'T 
WAR MACHINE 
IN CANADA
Armistice Day Leaflet 
Distributed Despite 
Rigid Censorship

( Specia l to the S oc ia lis t A ppe a l)
TO RO NTO , Nov. 14— Despite 

the harsh w a r-tim e  repressions 
imposed on la b o r o rgan iza tions 
here, coupled w ith  the constant 
v ig ilance  o f the police,"'the Socia l
is t W orke rs  League o f Canada, 
Canadian section o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, is c a rry in g  on the 
f ig h t aga inst w a r in  the  best t r a 
d itions  o f the  class s trugg le .

A s  the  au th o ritie s  prepared fo r  
the annual m em oria l service in  
connection w ith  A rm is tic e  Day, 
they were con fronted by  the ap 
pearance o f an openly c ircu la ted  
lea fle t aga inst the  w ar.

The lea fle t was d is tr ib u te d  in  
w h a t the comrades ca ll “ B li tz 
k r ie g  fash ion .”  Before the a u th o r
itie s  had, a chance to  even read 
the leafle t, i t  had a lready been 
w id e ly  c ircu la ted  in  the  w o rk in g  
class d is tr ic ts  o f Toronto.

R em em ber!
E n tit le d , “ Rem em brance Day, 

Novem ber 11th,”  the lea fle t de
clares:

“ Rem em ber the la s t w a r! N o w  
th a t Canada is  once m ore en
gaged on the bloodstained fie lds 
o f Europe.

“ R E M E M B E R  th a t  the  G reat 
W a r was fo u g h t ‘to  m ake the 
w o rld  safe fo r  dem ocracy,’ and 
ye t today there  is less dem ocracy 
tha n  a t any tim e  in  the la s t f i f t y  
years.

“ R E M E M B E R  th a t  the G reat 
W a r was ‘a w a r to  end a ll w a rs ’ 
and no t a  s ingle ye a r has elapsed 
since, in  w h ich  w ars, g re a t o r 
sm all, have n o t been fou gh t.

“ R E M E M B E R  th a t we w e n t to  
the la s t w a r s ing ing  to 'th e  tune 
‘W e’l l  hang the K a ise r on a sour 
apple tree ,’ and today  the  K a ise r 
s t i l l  lives as one o f the richest 

(Continued on Page 2)

Neutrality Law 
Full of Loopholes 
For Intervention

State Department Interpretation of Law 
Maks Clear tha t Pacifist Talk Covered 
Plans for Speedy Participation in W ar

T he loopholes in the Neutrality Law enacted Nov. 4 are 
wide enough, with the help o f government “ interpretation,”  
to send through them to England and France enough arma
ment for an endless war; and to extend sufficient credits to 
them to link America’s fate to theirs and make America's 
participation in the war inevitable.

That is the meaning o f the “ detailed analysis”  o f the law 
which was issued Thursday night by the US State Depart-

4'ment.

FBI ATTORNEYS 
CLOSE FRAMEUP 
CASE IN MPLS
Coaches Witnesses to 
Perjure Evidence 
Against Pickets

( Specia l to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , N ov. 16— The 

F edera l governm ent yesterday 
a fte rnoon  concluded the  presenta
tio n  o f its  case aga ins t the  14 
women and 11 men charged w ith  
“ consp iracy”  in  the  th ird  W P A  
s tr ik e  t r ia l .

The governm ent had taken  
eighteen days to  pum p an ou t- 
s ta te  ju r y  fu l l  o f ha tred  aga ins t 
the  organized a c t iv ity  o f the  
W P A  w o rke rs  d u r in g  the  na
tion -w ide  W P A  s tr ik e  la s t sum 
m er.

A s  in  the f irs t  tw o  tr ia ls , 
w h ich  resu lted in  e ig h t convic
tions and fo d r  acqu itta ls , the 
governm ent is a tte m p tin g  to 
p.rove th a t the W P A  s tr ik e  con
s titu te d  a "co nsp iracy ”  to  " in 
tim id a te ”  W P A  w orke rs . U nde r 
the Roosevelt - W oodrum  R e lie f 
Law , in tim id a tio n  o f p ro je c t 
w o rke rs  constitu tes a crim e. U n 
der the judge ’s ru lin g  in  the  f irs t  
tw o  cases, the "consp iracy”  
need n o t have a c tu a lly  resu lted 
in  in tim id a tio n  fo r  the  ju r y  to 
conv ic t the  defendants.

G-Men Coached W itnesses
The governm ent witnesses, 

w e ll coached by the  F B I  agents 
w ho prepared the t r ia l,  reeled o ff 
the m ost as to n ish ing ly  detailed 
stories o f the events o f fo u r 
m onths ago. The stories are a ll 
too good, too pat, too w e ll-re - 
hearsed.

M an y  o f the w itnesses are 
W P A  w orkers , ev ide n tly  cowed 
by the  G-men, g iv in g  every e v i
dence o f be ing under s tra in , in 
tim id a te d  and fe a rin g  the loss 
o f th e ir  jobs i f  the y  d o n 't pe r
fo rm  accord ing to  schedule. O th 
e r governm ent w itnesses show 
a ll the  cha rac te ris tics  o f be ing 
pa id stool-pigeons.

A  “ M iss iona ry ”
M inneapo lis  un ion l e a d e r s  

were p a r t ic u la r ly  in te rested  in  
the tes tim on y  o f a M rs. E liz a 
beth Thom , em ployed on the 
sew ing p ro je c t w here the  p ickets  
were who are now on t r ia l .  In  
1934 she was a W P A  superv isor 
in  .another p a r t  o f the state. A f t 
e r she came to  M inneapo lis  she 
was fo r  fou rteen  m onths a  m em 
ber o f the  F edera l W orke rs  Sec
t io n  o f Loca l 544— the o rgan iza 
t io n  o f W P A  w o rke rs  sponsored 
by  the G eneral D riv e rs  U n ion— 
and attended its  m eetings up to 
and even a fte r  the  s tr ike .

M rs. Thom as id en tified  17 o f 
the  25 defendants as be ing a t the 
s tr ik e  scene. E v e ry  day o f the 
s tr ik e  she came dow n and 
w atched the p ic k e t line, observ
in g  in  m in u te  de ta il e ve ry th in g  
th a t  transp ired . She w ou ld  go 
am ong the p ickets, u rg in g  them  
to  re tu rn  to  w o rk . In  the  la ng 
uage o f the  pro fessional s tr ik e 
breakers who tes tified  before the 
L a F o lle tte  C om m ittee, th is  s o rt 

(Continued on Page 4)

Issued in a technical form 
unfam iliar enough to make 
difficult reading for the aver
age reader ,and Unostenta
tiously published on inside 
pages by the daily press, the 
“ analysis”  cleared away the 
last lingering doubts o f Amer
ican financiers and industrial
ists. “ Go the whole hog’ was 
its dfinite implication.

Roosevelt’s h y p o c ritic a l speech
es and the equa lly  h y p o c ritic a l 
debate in  Congress led m any 
down a  s t r ic t  p o lic y  o f “ cash 
and c a rry ”  under w h ich  the bel
lig e re n t powers w ou ld  have to  
pay cash fo r  e v e ry th in g  th e y  
bought here and tra n s p o rt the 
p roducts in  th e ir  ow n vessels. 
The exceptions prov ided by  the 
law , however, n u ll i fy  the fun da 
m en ta l conception o f cash and 
ca rry . H ere  are the loopholes, as 
made p la in  by  the S tate De
p a rtm e n t "a n a lys is ” :

1. A m erican  vessels can c a rry  
cargoes to  a ll p a rts  o f the 
B r it is h  and F rench  E m pires 
outside the  sm all w a r zone su r
round ing  the  B r it is h  Isles. T h a t 
means A m erican  vessels ca ll 
take  over fro m  B r ita in  and 
F rance the task  o f p ro v is io n ing  
and sup p ly ing  m anufactu res to  
the  huge em pires o f  the  “ de
m ocracies”  in  A fr ic a , A sia , etc.

2. B r ita in  and F rance  do n o t 
have to  pay one c e n t cash fo r  
th e ir  purchases as ou tlined  
in  1! The “ cash”  p rov is ion  o f 
the la w  is lim ite d  to  the p u r
chase o f arm s a n d . o the r m a te r
ia ls  go ing to  the  sm a ll “ com bat 
zone”  in  Europe.

3. The n e x t exception m akes 
a jo k e r  o u t o f the. “ cash”  p ro 
v is ion  in  the com bat zone also, 
so fa r  as concerns; a ll m a te ria ls  
except a rm s! F o r, says the S ta te  
D epartm ent, the la w  "does no t 
fo rb id  the extension o f c red it 
to  an y  person in  a be llige ren t 
S ta te  who is n o t a c tin g  fo r  o r on 
beha lf o f a be llige ren t govern
m en t . . . A rt ic le s  and m a te ria ls  
o th e r than  a rm s m ay, there fore , 
be sold on c re d it to  p r iva te  
firm s  .or persons in  be llige ren t 
s ta tes . . .”  T h rou gh  th is  loop
hole a re p e tit io n  o f the  M organ  
loans o f 1914-1918 is  fa c ilita te d , 
the  be llige rents  m ere ly  re fra in 
in g  fro m  co n tra c tin g  the  indeb t
edness in  the  names o f the  gov
ernm ents.

T h rou gh  these three m a jo r 
loopholes A m erican  business 
can ta ke  the road to  w a r. 
T h a t’s w h a t the  loopholes are 
the re  fo r— de libe ra te ly  con trived  
by Roosevelt b u t covered up by  
h is  “ n e u tra l ity ”  speeches and 
the fa ke  debate staged in  Con
gress.

HOW THEY FIGHT 
HITLERISM IN  
A "DEMOCRACY"

E A S T  ST. LO U IS , 111.— 'The 
L ib ra ry  Board  here has o rd e r- , 
ed the  lib ra r ia n  to  bu rn  his 
three copies o f John S te in -; 
beck’s “ G rapes o f W ra th ,”  
the  fam ous novel describ ing  
the p lig h t  o f C a lifo rn ia ’s ag
r ic u ltu ra l w orkers.

The w a it in g  l is t  fo r  the 
book is the  longest in  the l i 
b ra ry 's  recent h is to ry .



2 S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L NOVEMBER 21, 1939

A New Anti-W ar Pamphlet-------------------------------------------------------

Labor and the Second W orld War
By J. R. Johnson

V I I I
Committees calling themselves “ Keep America Out of 

W ar”  profess to be lovers o f peace. One such was composed 
o f Lovestoneite communists, socialdemocrats, and isolation
ists like Hamilton Fish, the reactionary Senator from New 
York. On<;c you understand that the fight against imper
ialist war is the fight against the whole capitalist system, 
it becomes patent that the anti-war pretensions of these 
committees is demagogy on the part of Ham Fish and 
opportunism and publicity-wooing on the part of the Love- 
stonites and socialists. Fish is a die-hard supporter of the 
capitalist system. Any communist worthy o f the name 
maintains ^s his first aim the overthrowing o f the system. 
Is it any wonder that this united front of reactionaries and 
treacherous so-called communists went to pieces even before 
the European war broke out? Whoever is not opposed to 
capitalism root and branch is not opposed to war.

Pacifists refuse to fight and instead go to prison. How 
does that help-to stop any war? How does it help to mobil
ize the masses for the death struggle that stopping imper
ialist war demands?

Stalin's Agents in America
The Stalinists, with a great revolutionary past and 

backed by the financial resources o f the Soviet Union, have 
.for five years confused the workers with their talk o f sup
porting the “ democracies”  against fascism. Now that Stalin 
is working so closely with H itler, they wish to keep Roose
velt from joining Britain and France. They call the war 
an imperialist war. I f  the cooperation o f Stalin and H itle r 
continues to increase, more o f the leaders, corrupt as they 
3re, w ill denounce the Soviet Union and seek cover under 
the wing o f “ democracy,”  driving the masses into the im
perialist war. But those who stay with the Stalinist bureau
cracy w ill merely be carrying out orders and w ill change 
their policy as soon as Stalin makes a change in his. The 
revolutionary workers must see the Stalinists fo r what they 
really are and must realize that they represent a corrupt 
and treacherous bueaucracy and not the world revolution.

Karl Liebknecht's Great Example
I f  the workers do not awake in time and stop Roosevelt, 

the revolutionary movement w ill see some dark days. But 
a sense of historical perspective w ill help to keep our forces

together. In 1914 no single voice in Germany was raised 
against the war. Karl Liebknecht wanted to denounce the 
war-mongers and to rally the opposition for resistance, i f  
even it could not at that moment stop the war. But the lalx>r 
leaders imposed party discipline upon Liebknecht and he 
was weak enough to submit to it. Some few months after 
he broke the discipline and spoke out. He was arrested. But 
even from prison he and Rosa Luxemburg continued to 
oppose the war by underground means.

And in November, 1918, the German workers brought 
the war to an end by the revolution. The masses came to 
Liebknecht’s point o f view in time. They w ill come to ours, 
and they w ill not take four years.

The German revolution gives us another great warning. 
Our revolution must not stop at the mere destruction of 
one capitalist government and its replacement by another. 
The workers must sweep away the whole system and estab
lish the socialist state. For i f  not, then as Germnay shows 
us, monopoly capitalism w ill take its predestined course. 
I t  w ill resort to fascism, crush the revolutionary workers, 
enslave the working class. I t  w ill then seek to destroy its 
rivals abroad by yet another imperialist war.

The war in Europe may come to a crisis so quickly that 
Roosevelt may not have had time to take America in. We 
cannot go into all the possibilities here. But as long as 
American imperialism remains, it w ill wage imperialist war.

A Glorious Future for the Workers
The American workers must aim at establishing the 

United Federation of American Socialist Republics. The 
workers o f Europe must have as their aim the United So
cialist States o f Europe. While each people w ill retain its 
ow nlanguage and national customs, together they w ill abol
ish national boundaries, quotas, customs duties, tariffs, and 
the burden of national armies, which now weigh like moun
tains of lead upon the common people in every country. 
The national rivalries and jealousies w ill disappear with 
the disappearance of the causes that give rise to them. Free 
plebiscites w ill give minorities an opportunity to decide with 
which larger group they want to live. The Jews have no 
future except with the victorious working class movement. 
Wherever the workers still have their organizations the 
Jews can live. As soon as the working class movement in 
any country is smashed the reactionaries make the Jews a

scape-goat for the evils o f capitalism. Socialism alone can 
stop the persecution o f Jews.

The revolutionary workers w ill encourage and assist the 
millions o f colonial workers to free themselves from their 
imperialist jailers. This is one of the greatest crimes o f im
perialism, its strangulation o f the creative capabilities of 
mllions o f colonials for the sake o f a few hundred thousand 
bondholders in the leading imperialist countries. While hun
dreds o f millions work for ten cents a day, modern indus
try  cannot realise its vast potentialities and must continue 
to decay. And wThat but the socialist revolution against im
perialism can release the colonials from their bondage? 
I t  is in such a reorganization o f American and world econ
omy that the American Negroes w ill find equality. They 
w ill never get it under capitalism.

The world is crying for a true internationalism, not be
cause this is a noble ideal, but because world economy has 
reached a stage where it can go forward only by breaking 
the control o f the finance-capitalists and hy abolishing na
tional states. A  worldwide crisis, th irty  million unemployed, 
fascism and imperialist war— that is what the capitalists 
have to offer. They must be broken, and only the workers' 
revolution can break them.

The Struggle for the Fourth International
“ Only along this road can the proletariat liberate itself 

from its dependence upon the chauvinist bourgeoisie and, 
in one form or another, more or less rapidly, take decisive 
steps on the road to the real freedom of nations and on the 
road to socialism.

“ Long live the international fraternity o f the workers 
against the chauvinism and patriotism o f the bourgeoisies 
of all countries!”

Today the Fourth International, with its cadres in every 
country, hold fast to these words o f Lenin. The Fourth 
International seeks, by precept and example, to make 
Lenin’s doctrines a m ilitant reality fo r the workers and 
farmers o f the world, crushed and demoralised by capital
ism. Those American workers who recognize the enormous 
importance o f revolutionary socialism for the world today, 
who see that we must be socialists or perish, w ill seek their 
fellow revolutionaries and assist them in the building o f the 
Socialist Workers Party, the American section o f the 
Fourth International.

T he End
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B. J. VV/D/CK—
The C h rys le r s tr ik e  assumes 

g re a te r and m ore s ig n if ic a n t p ro 
po rtions w ith  every new develop
m ent.

L a s t week, a C IO  endorsed 
candidate defeated the incum 
bent M a yo r Reading, la bo r-b a ite r, 
c re a tin g  qu ite  a  s t i r  in  D e tro it, 
cen ter o f the  s tr ik e .

O f course, the new m ayo r is  no 
tabor man, and a ra w  deal can 
be expected fro m  h im  in  the long 
run, b u t the dem onstra tion  o f la 
bo r’s po ten tia lit ie s  a t  the  po lls 
had a good psycholog ica l effect on 
the s tr ik e rs  and the en tire  un ion 
movement.

Coughlin's Move
T h is  week in te re s t was focused 

on the a rro g a n t in te rve n tio n  o f 
F a th e r Coughlin, fasc is t dema
gogue, in  the '  s itu a tio n  th rough  
a  rad io  appeal to  the s tr ike rs .

He had the  nerve to  suggest 
th a t the auto w orkers , a fte r  these 
m any weeks o f s trugg le , go back 
to  w o rk  and' le t  the  se ll-ou t a r 
tis ts  o f va rious m ed ia tion  boards 
Settle the  d ispute !

O f course C oughlin  pa in ted a 
g low ing  p ic tu re  o f the hardships 
o f  the unemployed, etc. b u t in 
stead o f b lam in g  the  C h rys le r 
Corp. fo r  ' its  an ti-un ion  po licy, 
Ò oughlin seeks to  d iv ide  the un- 
ibn  ranks, ru in  the m ora le  o f the 
s tr ike rs , and tu rn  the m en in to  
an ti-un ion is ts .

C ough lin  revealed h im se lf to  be 
a 100 percent s tr ikeb rea ke r, scab, 
and fasc is t demagogue, once 
aga in  b y  th is  la te s t move.

New Strikebreaking
I t  is  ve ry  s g in ifica n t th a t the  

C h rys le r Corp. had to use Cough
lin  as a stooge fo r  its  ne farious 
plans. F irs t  o f a ll i t  dem onstrates 
the power ò f the  auto w o rke rs  
aga ins t a ll previous a tte m p ts  to  
de fea t the s tr ike .

A ll the o ld  baloney against 
s tr ik e rs  no longer gets anywhere 
in  a c ity  lik e  D e tro it  w ith  its  
rhany g re a t s trugg les and exper
iences o f thè  recent years.

The b ig  in d u s tr ia lis ts  have to  
tu rn  to  new and o th e r means to

smash la bo r —  fasc is t m ethods 
and a fa sc is t movem ent.

Today, C oughlin  inc ites  a ll 
those who lis te n  to  h im  aag inst 
the  un ion m ovem ent. Tom orrow , 
he w i l l  urge s to rm  troopers to  
m arch th rou gh  the p icke t line.

C ough lin ’s a tte m p t to  fom en t 
re lig ious ha tred  and u tiliz e  re lig 
ious differences am ong the s t r ik 
ers received an im m edia te set
back when the D e tro it  B ranch o f 
the Association o f C a tho lic  Trade 
U n ion is ts  challenged his s ta te 
ments.

E stim ates have been made th a t 
the s tr ik e  now involves over 150,- 
000 w orkers , as the com plete 
sh’u tdow n o f C h rys le r p lan ts  
b ro ug h t the c losing o f re lated 
p a rts  p lan ts, etc.

The “ U n ion  Shop”  rem ains one 
o f the m a jo r issues o f difference, 
a long  w ith  the m any grievances 
o f speed-up, etc. U nde r the “ U n 
ion Shop”  the em p loyer m ay have 
the r ig h t  to  h ire  a non-union m an 
bu t th a t a f te r  a <30-day proba
tio n a ry  period the  employe m ust 
jo in  the union. U n ion  m en should 
in s is t th a t  the “ U n ion Shop”  re 
m a in  a ca rd ina l p o in t in  neg tia - 
tions, and res is t every a tte m p t to  
trade  i t  aw ay in  negotiations.

»  *  *

Names to Remember
In  re p o rtin g  the action  o f the 

Canadian C IO  to  support the 
B r it is h  and Canadian govern
m ents in  the im p e ria lis t w a r, we 
did  no t pub lish  the names o f the 
people invo lved because they 
were reported in  the la s t issue o f 
the C IO  News and the y  should 
be remembered by a n ti-w a r m il i
tan ts.

The Canadian na tiona l council 
o f the C IO  w h ich  made th is  sell
o u t decision consists o f: S ilby 
B a rre tt  .cha irm an; C. H . M illa rd , 
secre ta ry ; Sol Spivak, A m a l
gam ated C lo th in g  W orke rs ; H a r 
ry  H un te r, Steel W orke rs  O rgan
iz in g  C om m ittee ; C. S. Jackson, 
U n ited  E le c tr ic a l and Radio 
W orke rs ; George B u rt, U n ited  
A u tom ob ile  W orke rs ; Tom  
Church, M ine, M il l  and S m elte r 
W orke rs ; Joseph M ackenzie, 
U n ite d  R ubber W orke rs ; and 
R oger I rw in , Newspaper Guild.

D. W . M orrison , pres ident o f 
D is tr ic t  26 o f the U n ite d  M ine 
W orke rs  represented the unions 
in  the m a ritim e  provinces, and 
R obert L iv e tt ,  In te rn a tio n a l 
Board m em ber o f the U M W A  
represented those fro m  w estern 
Canada.

Join the Socialist 

Workers Party

The S oc ia lis t A ppea l and the 
M exican press o f the F o u rth  In 
te rn a tio n a l have on several oc
casions exposed and re fu ted  the 
S ta lin is t slander th a t  ou r M ex
ican section, the P a rtid o  Obrero 
In te m a c io n a lis ta  ( In te rn a tio n a l
is t W orke rs  P a r ty ) ,  is  sup po rt
in g  the rea c tio n a ry  pres identia l 
candidate, General J. A n ijre u  
A lm azan. N ow  th is  same slander 
is repeated by  th a t paragon o f 
an ti-B o lsh e v ik  "m o ra lity ,”  The 
Call, N o rm an Thom as’ personal 
organ.

The Novem ber 18 issue o f the 
C a ll ca rries  an a rtic le  on M exico 
by C larence Senior. The a rtic le  
supports  the  candidacy o f A lm a - 
zan’s r iv a l,  the bourgeois p o lit i
cian, General M . A v ila  Camacho. 
I t  a tta cks  A lm azan, candidate 
o f rea c tion a ry  forces. Then it-  
says: “ D iego R ive ra  and the 
hand fu l o f T ro ts k y ite s  have 
jo ined w i t l j  the  reaction  in  back
in g  A lm azan ."

The S oc ia lis t Appea l, ou r
M exican press, and even the 
bourgeois press o f bo th  M exico 
and the U n ited  States, a ll c a r
ried  the news o f R ive ra ’s break 
w ith  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
several m onths ago. The Appeal, 
as o u r M exican press, has car-

Fight War 
in Canada

(Continued from Page 1)
men in  Europe, w h ile  tw e n ty  m il
lion  dead lie  ro t t in g  in  th e ir  w a r 
graves.

They D ied in  V a in
“ R E M E M B E R  th a t even fro m  

the p a tr io t ’s po in t o f v iew , the 
tw e n ty  m illio n  d id  die in  va in , be
cause today G erm an im peria lism  
once m ore challenges the  hege
m ony o f F rance and B r ita in  on 
the w o rld  m a rke t.

“ R E M E M B E R  the  A rm is tice  
and the peace w h ich  fo llow ed it .  
Rem em ber th a t  the  im p e ria lis ts  
on bo th  sides w ou ld  no t ca ll a 
h a lt u n t il the soldiers demanded 
a stop to  the b lood-bath by 
th re a te n in g  to  shoot th e ir  ow n 
officers.

“ R E M E M B E R  the  in fam ous 
V ersa illes T re a ty , w h ich  has been 
a m a jo r c o n trib u tin g  fa c to r  to  
H it le r ’s rise  to  power.

“ R E M E M B E R  th a t  F ra n k

i ried several s ta tem ents on the
- M exican elections. O u r M exican
■ section ca lls fo r  no support to  
: e ith e r A v ila  Camacho o r A lm a -
■ zan, b u t ra th e r cam paigns to
> spread sen tim ent fo r  the eventu-
■ a l b reak fro m  a ll bourgeois pa r-
- ties and candidates.
1 The T ro tsky is ts , thus, are b it-  
i te r ly  opposed to  A lm azan. The
■ C a ll re p e titio n  o f the S ta lin is t 
f s lander is due e ith e r to  abysm al 
; ignorance o r de libera te  ly ing . 
1 Someone w r i t in g  an a rtic le  in

the C a ll office in  Chicago m ig h t 
, sham efacedly plead ignorance o f 
' w h a t he was w r it in g  about. B u t 
; M r. Senior w ro te  th is  piece o f 

slandeir r ig h t  in  M exico C ity , 
where, i f  he is a t a ll lite ra te , he 
m ust have know n th a t  he was 

; »y‘ng.
' S enior is the fo rm e r N a tion a l
> S ecre tary o f the S oc ia lis t P a r ty  
' o f the  US. T h a t gives us the

r ig h t  to  presume th a t he knows 
how to  read as w e ll as to  w rite . 
T h a t fa c t  gives us the r ig h t  to 

r assert th a t these "S oc ia lis ts ”  o f 
i the Thom as stripe , so anxious to 
) cover up th e ir  surrender to  so-
- c ia l - dem ocra tic  p a trio tis m  by 
t a tta c k in g  the re v o lu tio n a ry  so- 
I c ia lis ts  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a - 
, tiona l, have gone to  the S ta lin -
■ is t sewers to  bo rrow  libs.

W atson, here in  Canada, has been 
th ro w n  in to  ja i l  fo r  a yea r be
cause he said, ’The governm ent 
could no t find any m oney fo r  the 
s ing le  unem ployed in  peace tim e  
b u t can find  $1.30 a day and 85 
cents l iv in g  expenses to  send 
them  overseas to  serve as can
non-fodder.’

"R E M E M B E R  th a t you, the 
Canadian people, can p u t an end 
to  th is  im p e ria lis t w a r by  r id d in g  
yourselves o f the c a p ita lis t w a r
lords who dragged you in to  it .

“ R E M E M B E R !”

Unem ployed U n ion A c tiv e
In  Y o rk  Township, ju s t outside 

o f Toron to , the A m algam ated 
Unem ployed U n ion  calls upon the 
jobless to  jo in  the organ iza tion  
and f ig h t fo r  an im m edia te 50 
percent increase in  re lie f to  meet 
the increased cost o f liv in g . The 
leafle t also calls fo r  a con tinua 
tio n  o f annual elections so th a t 
the w o rke rs  m ay e lect th e ir  ow n 
labo r candidates instead o f the 
boss p o litic ian s  who are s ta rv in g  
them . E lections to  the m un ic ipa l 
council have been cancelled fo r  
the f ir s t  period o f the w ar.

A n n o u n c in g
t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e

M  o d e rn  B o o k s k o p
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A n Unusual Opportunity— 
Marxist School Courses

The F a ll T e rm  o f the M A R X IS T  SCHOOL, w h ich  begins on 
M onday, Nov. 20, offers the prospective s tuden t a splendid oppor
tu n ity  to  ge t the  M a rx is t v ie w po in t on a num ber o f the  im p o rta n t 
problem s o f the  day.

W e urge  t i l l  students to reg is te r a t  once. R e g is tra tio n  can be 
made a t the  L a b o r Bookshop, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  C ity , 
between 1 and 6 p.m. o r  by  w r i t in g  to  the  same address in  care o f 
the  M a rx is t School. A l l  courses consist o f 6 sessions and cost one 
do lla r per course. Some scholarships are A va ilab le  fo r  unemployed.

The fo llo w in g  is the  schedule o f courses:

I. HOW CAPITALISM  OPERATES TODAY
Mondays, 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.

II .  SOCIALISM AND WAR
Mondays, 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m.

m . THE DESTINY OF THE NEGRO
Tuesdays, 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.

IV . ELEMENTS OF SOCIALISM
Tuesdays, 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m.

V. ORGANIZING LABOR
Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.

V I. THE WAR DEAL IN  ACTION
Wednesdays, 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m.

A L L  C LASSES W IL L  B E  H E L D  A T  T H E  W O R K E R S  C U L 
T U R A L  C E N TE R , ROOM  201, 125 W E S T  83rd ST., N . Y . C.

WORKERS’ FORUM
A P A P E R  W H E R E  W O R KER S 
W IL L  F E E L  A T  H O M E
E d ito r:

W hen the Tw ice-a-W eek A p - I 
peal f ir s t  came out, fu l l  o f good 
features, w e ll w r itte n , popular, 
a tte m p tin g  to  address its e lf  to  
w orkers  and become a mass pa
per, we used to  take  200 an is
sue, and dispose o f them . O ur 
Sunday m ob iliza tions, w hen the 
comrades used to  assemble to 
go door to  door in  the w o rk in g  
class sections o f to w n  w ith  the 
paper, were fu l l  o f enthusiasm  
and good na tu red  com pe tition  to  
see who w ould  sell the m ost pa
pers. A las, a ll th a t is  s low ing  
up. To organ ize each m ob iliza 
t io n  requires m ore e ffo r t  than  
the previous one. W ho is to  
blam e?

Comrades N o t A t  F a u lt
Some w ould  say the  comrades, 

and w ith o u t a doubt, th is  is tru e  
to  a m in o r extent, as the w o rk  
began to  become a fa m il ia r  ro u 
tine . S till,  th is  is n o t by fa r  the 
m ost im p o rta n t fa c to r. I  th in k  
m ore resp on s ib ility  fa lls  upon 
the paper its e lf  because the com 
rades find  i t  m ore d iff ic u lt  to  
sell the paper now tha n  when 
the Tw ice-a-W eek f ir s t  appear
ed. O ur own comrades do n o t 
have the w il l  to  sell the  paper 
when i t  is no t w e ll w r it te n  and 
no t d irected to  the w orkers .

Before the Tw ice-a-W eek, our 
m a jo r o u tle t was the  rad ica l ga
the ring s  and rad ica l contacts. 
W ith  the appearance o f the 
Tw ice-a-W eek, we had been hop
in g  fo r  a change in  the paper, 
w h ich  fo r  a b r ie f period was re 
alized. In  th a t period we a t
tem pted to  address ou r paper no t 
on ly  to  the old elements b u t ge t 
new readers am ong the w orkers. 
B u t th a t period seems to  have 
come to  an end.

A n  A la rm in g  S ym ptom
I  w ou ld  lik e  to  take  up an

o th e r po in t, and th a t is the ques
tio n  o f repeat sales. A f te r  se ll
in g  a paper to  a w o rke r, when 
we come back to  sell i t  to  h im  
again, we find  g re a te r sales re 
sistance. In  o th e r words, even 
a fte r  read ing the paper, w h ich  
we hoped w ould  b reak down his 
ind iffe rence o r h o s t il ity  tow ards 
us, we ne a rly  in v a r ia b ly  find  th a t 
i t  is  m ore d iff ic u lt  to  sell the  pa
per again. The answ er to  th is  
d ilem m a is  found in  the d iffe r
ence between o u r sales ta lk  and 
the paper. W h ile  a tte m p tin g  to 
sell the  w o rk e r o r w o rk in g  class 
housew ife a paper, we p la y  up 
w h a t we th in k  the  w o rk e r would 
be in te rested in . In  o th e r words, 
we p a in t fo r  h im  a p ic tu re  o f an 
im a g in a ry  paper w h ich  arouses 
his in te rest, b u t when the w o rk 
er looks a t the  A ppea l, i t  is 
qu ite  d iffe re n t tha n  the descrip
tio n  o f i t  g iven b y  the  comrade.

O f course, we, here, do n o t 
agree w ith  the  comrade fro m  
D e tro it, who said th a t  the w o rk 
ers are no t in te rested in  Ind ia , 
Ire land , etc. I t  is  the task  o f the 
paper to  show the im portance  o f 
the events to  the w o rke rs ’ im 
m ediate s trugg les, b u t i t  m us t 
be done in  an in te re s tin g  fash 
ion, and the in te re s t and con
cern o f the w o rke rs  in  in te rn a 
tio n a l problem s w i l l  be b u ilt  up.

W h a t Is  Needed
A n  average w o rk e r  does no t 

fee l a t home in  o u r paper. I t  is 
on ly  the  rad ica l w o rk e r who 
does. I t  is im p o rta n t to  keep 
these in fo rm ed  o f w h a t goes on 
but, i t  is as im p o rta n t th a t  the 
w o rk e r fro m  the shop, o r on re 
lie f, also be in te rested  in  the  pa
per, and th is  is proven by  the 
fa c t  th a t he does no t w r ite  fo r  
the paper. W here is the  w o rk e r ’s 
correspondence th a t the  paper 
should have? W here is the co r
respondence fro m  the un ions? 
W here is the question box th a t a 
w o rk e r’s paper should have? 
W here are the in te re s tin g  stories 
th a t a paper should have ? W here 
are the  absorb ing lessons on 
W h a t is Socialism , w r it te n  s im 
p ly  and understandable to  a ll?  
T h is  l is t  could be continued.

I  hope th a t  th is  w i l l  no t be 
confused w ith  the phenomena 
th a t o ften  appears in  o u r move
m en t o f a n ti-a n ti-S ta lin is m . The 
s tru g g le  aga ins t S ta lin ism  m ust 
no t be g iven up, b u t n e ithe r 
m ust i t  be “ ra ised”  to  the  level 
w h ich  on ly  a few  w o rke rs  can 
understand. The basis fo r  our 
opposition to  S ta lin ism  m ust be 
made c lear to  even the s im p lest 
w o rke r. M uch o f ou r a rtic les  
aga ins t S ta lin ism  is aimed, i f  no t

a t the sum m its  o f S ta lin ism , 
c e rta in ly  no t to  the ra n k  and 
file CP m em ber o r sym pa th ize r 
who cannot understand i t  and fo r  
th is  reason, ignores it ,  o r looks 
upon i t  as a s tru g g le  between 
tw o  groups o f "co llege pro fes
sors.”

I  w ou ld  lik e  to  aga in  repeat 
the cen tra l slogan: The S oc ia lis t 
A ppea l m ust be a paper in  w h ich  
every w o rk e r w i l l  feel a t home. 
Los Angeles C. C u rtiss

T H E  R O A D  TO A  R E A L  
W O R K E R S ’ N E W S P A P E R

Comrade C u rtiss ’ le tte r  m e rits  
the a tten tion , n o t o n ly  o f the 
s ta ff o f the S oc ia lis t Appeal, b u t 
o f a ll p a r ty  branches and w o rk 
ers who read ou r press. The fac ts  
he adduces are a ttes ted  to  fro m  
a ll p a rts  o f the coun try . W here 
is the so lu tion?

A  European comrade w ith  the 
riches t experience in  the mass 
m ovem ent some tim e  ago e s ti
m ated the paper in  these te rm s:

“ The paper is ve ry  w e ll done 
fro m  a jo u rn a lis tic  po in t o f v ie w ; 
bu t i t  is  a paper fo r  the w o rke rs  
and no t a w o rke rs ’ paper.

“ A s i t  is the paper is d iv ided 
am ong various w rite rs , each o f 
whom  is ve ry  good, b u t co llec t
iv e ly  they do n o t p e rm it the 
w o rke rs  to  pene tra te  to  the  pages 
o f the Appeal. E ach o f them  
speaks fo r  the w o rke rs  (and 
speaks ve ry  w e ll) ,  b u t nobody 
w il l  hear the w orkers . In  sp ite  o f 
its  lite ra ry  b rilliance , to  a ce rta in  
degree the paper becomes a  v ic 
t im  o f jo u rn a lis tic  rou tine . Y ou 
do no t hear a t a ll how the w o rk 
ers live, f ig h t, clash w ith  the 
police o r d r in k  w h iskey. I t  is  
ve ry  dangerous fo r  the paper as 
a re v o lu tio n a ry  in s tru m e n t o f the 
p a rty . The ta sk  is no t to  m ake 
a paper th ro u g h  the jo in t  forces 
o f a sk illed  ed ito ria l board, b u t to  
encourage the w o rkers  to  spe 
fo r  themselves.

“ The whole p a r ty  m ust p a r t ic i
pate in  the paper n o t on ly  f in a n 
c ia lly  b u t p o lit ic a lly  and jo u rn a l
is tic a lly . The paper m ust have 
correspondents, researchers and 
repo rte rs  everywhere. Three lines 
fro m  a shop o r a m ee ting  can 
o ften  g ive m ore than  a w e ll w r i t 
ten a rtic le  by the s ta ff. O n ly  such 
a paper can penetra te in to  the  
masses and receive g re a t suppo rt 
fro m  them .

“ A  rad ica l and courageous 
change is necessary as A, condi
t io n  o f success. The paper is  too ' 
w ise, too  scho la rly , too a r is to c ra ts  
ic  fo r  the A m erican  w o rke rs  and 
tends to  re flec t the p a r ty  m ore 
as i t  is  than  to  prepare i t  fo r  its  
fu tu re ."

W hy  We H a lted
The course o f the  paper began 

to  move in  th is  proposed d irec
tio n ; th a t was the period o f w h ich  
Com rade C urtiss  speaks as the 
tim e  when the Los Angeles com 
rades were able to  sell the paper 
easily. However, since the o u t
break o f the w a r the re  has been, 
to  a considerable extent, a re tro 
gression. One reason is  th a t the 
comrades tend to  separate the 
d a ily  events o f the class s tru g g le  
fro m  the  w a r s itua tion , and fa i l  
to  w r ite  in to  the  A ppea l abou t 
the ac tua l li fe  in  w h ich  the y  are 
engaged. T h is  is the m a in  exp lan
a tion  fo r  the  cessation o f d ire c t 
reports  fro m  the fie lds o f s tru g 
gle.

A n o th e r reason fo r  the fa ilu re  
o f the  Appea l to  con tinue its  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a rea l w o rk 
ers’ paper is the necessity, im 
posed by the w a r, o f devo ting  a 
considerable p a r t  o f the  paper to  
a n a ly tica l a rtic les , in  o rder to  
a rm  the advanced w o rke rs  fo r  
the s trugg le  aga ins t s o c ia l-p a tr i
o tism . B u t i t  is  c e rta in ly  possible 
to  combine th is  w o rk  w ith  m a te 
r ia l m ore d ire c t ly  a ttra c tiv e  to  
the w orkers , to  con s titu te  a  pa
pe r w ith  a popu la r tone.

W h a t’s To Be Done
The s ta ff's  m a in  sho rtcom ing  

a long th is  line  has been its  fa i l 
ure to  rem a in  in  re g u la r con tac t 
w ith  the fie ld, suggesting  subjects 
fo r  d ire c t reports  and w o rke rs ’ 
correspondence, e n c o u r a g  in g  
those who w r ite  in, etc.

The S ta ff, however, in  and o f 
its e lf, cannot solve the problem . 
A  w idespread understand ing 
among p a r ty  members, Yipsels, 
and o u r w orker-readers, th a t 
th e ir  voices m ust be heard in  the 
paper, is  the beg inn ing  o f the 
so lu tion. L e t the w o rke rs  w r ite  
o u r paper!

The A P P E A L  S ta ff

ANNOUNCEMENT

B R O N X  E L E C T IO N  V IC T O R Y  
S O C IA L. The Low dow n on how 
we d u n n it!!  G uaranteed: One 
ho u r o f e n te rta in m en t in c lu d 
in g  S ing ing, Dancing, Im ita 
tions and an exp e rt M a rx is t 
m a g ic ia n !! A b so lu te ly  no bubi- 
la x  o r  general fund. Satu rday, 
Nov. 18, a t the n e w ly  renova
ted headquarters o f the  L ieb 
knech t U n it  o f the  Y.P.S.L., 
1334 W ilk in s  Avenue, Freem an 
St. S ta tio n  on the E a s t B ro n x  
line. R efreshm ent S pec ia lty : 
O ld-fash ioned A pp le  C ider.

D on;t m iss i t !  A  good tim e  is 
a lw ays assured a t a B ro n x  so
c ia l!

T H E A T E R  P A R T Y  tendered by  
the  F riends o f the  R ussian ’ Op
pos ition  B u lle tin . “ Chaver 
N achm an,”  by  I .  J. S inger, a  
Jew ish p la y  based on the  Rus
s ian R evo lu tion , w ith  Joseph 
B en -A p ii, Celia A d le r, and L u d 
w ig  Satz. A t  the  N a tio n a l The
a te r, 2nd Ave. a t H ouston St., 

N .Y .C ., on Tuesday evening, 
Dec! 12. T ic k e ts  are ava ilab le  
a t  the  N a tio n a l Office, 116 
U n iv e rs ity  PI. G et you rs  e a rly  
fo r  choice seats.

The “Call” Borrows 
A Stalinist Slander
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*  i  "LABO R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  CAN-
I  H  | U  NOT E M A N C IP A TE  ITS E LF  W HERE

LABOR W IT H  A BLACK SKIN IS 
BR AN D ED ’1 — K A R L M ARX.

NEGRO QUESTION
By J. R. JOHNSON,

Negt

j .  r . Johnson is g iv in g  a  course on the  D estiny  o f the 
N egro a t the  M a rx is t School, 125 W est S3 S treet, N ew  Y o rk  
C ity , each Tuesday evening fo r  the  n e x t s ix  weeks, beg inn ing 
on Tuesday, N ftvem ber 21. To fa c il ita te  the  s tudy o f N egro 
h is to ry , h is  colum n w ill ou tline  each S a tu rday  the  sub ject of 
the  fo llo w in g  Tuesday’s lectu re. The series begins below.

To know  where the Negro is go ing one m ust know  where the 
N egro  comes from . C a p ita lis t h is to ry  and c a p ita lis t science .taken 
as a whole, are designed to  serve the needs o f c a p ita lis t p ro fit. T h e ir 
studies o f the  Negro and his h is to ry  have aimed a t ju s t ify in g  his 
exp lo ita tio n  and degradation. They have excused the slave trade 
and s lavery  and the present position  o f Negroes as outcasts in  cap i
ta lis t  society, on the ground th a t the N egro  in  A fr ic a  had shown 
h im se lf incapable o f developing c iv iliz a tio n , th a t he lived  a savage 
and barbarous life , and th a t such elements o f cu ltu re  as A fr ic a  
showed in  the past and shows today  were d ire c tly  due to  the in flu 
ence o f A rabs and Europeans. A l l  o f th is , fro m  beg inn ing to  end, is 
lies,

jroes in African Civilization
F irs t  o f a ll, the c a p ita lis t sc ie n tis t’s a ttem p ts  to iso late the 

"p u re ”  Negro fro m  o the r A fr ic a n  peoples is ad m itte d  today to  be 
pure rubbish. Though there are broad d iffe re n tia tion s , the Negroes 
in  A fr ic a  are in e x tr ic a b ly  m ixed. There are people o f H a m itic  s tock 
who derive e ith e r fro m  the N ear E as t o r the easternm ost peninsula 
o f A fr ic a , (today B r it is h  and I ta lia n  S om a liland). There are the 
sho rt-s ta tu red  Bushm en in  the South, and the supposedly “ pure " 
N egro  is  found on the W est Coast alone. I t  is  as i f  a  sc ie n tis t said 
th a t the “ pu re ”  E uropean was found on ly  on the coast o f P o rtu ga l 
The t ru th  is th a t even the E g yp tia n s  had a  s trong  N egro id  s tra in . 
There were N egro dynasties in  E g yp t. Queen N e fe rta r i, one o f the 
g re a t conquerors and ru le rs  o f E g y p tia n  h is to ry  ,was repu ted ly  a 
Negress. A m ong the m odern E th io p ia n  ru lin g  class can be seen 
types ran g ing  fro m  the p u re ly  S em itic  th ro u g h  the M u la tto  to  
types ind is tingu ishab le  fro m  the Negro.

The ch ie f ob ject o f these sc ientis ts  is o f course to  deprive the 
N egro o f any share in  the fam ous c iv iliza tio n s  o f E g y p t and E th iop ia . 
Today, ingenious Negroes ca ll the E gyp tian s  “ b lack  m en’ and by 
th is  means place a ll E g y p tia n  c iv iliz a tio n  to  the c red it o f the 
Negro. R acia l theories o f th is  type, w he the r fro m  w h ite  c a p ita lis t 
centers o f le a rn ing  o r fa n a tic a l Negro na tiona lis ts , are ne ithe r h is 
to ry  no r science, b u t p o lit ic a l propaganda. T h is  m uch is c lear and 
fo r  the tim e  being su ffic ien t: the  E g y p tia n  c iv iliz a tio n  began where 
i t  d id  and flourished because o f favo rab le  c lim a tic  and geograph ica l 
conditions, and the Negroes had a g re a t deal to  do w ith  it .

The a tte m p t to  deduce fro m  h is to ry  th a t  Negroes are subhum an 
con tin u a lly  breaks down. The Bushm en are am ong the m ost p r im i
t iv e  o f peoples. Y e t th e ir  d raw ings have been un ive rsa lly  ha iled as 
some o f the m ost m arve lous exam ples o f a r t is t ic  s k ill.  A n d  since 
when have m onkeys been g iven to  produc ing  g re a t a rtis ts  ? In  South 
A fr ic a  the ru ins  o f Z im babwe are evidence o f a  g re a t anc ien t c iv i l i
zation. Whose ? Nobody knows, b u t num erous professors are rack ing  
th e ir  b ra ins to  prove th a t, whoever created it ,  i t  w asn’t  Negroes. 
M uch good m ay i t  do them . They w i l l  n o t stop the  w o rld  revo ltu ion  
th a t way.

B u t the grea test s tum b lin g  b lock in  the w a y  o f the  an ti-N e g ro  
h is to rians  are the  em pires o f Ghana, o f Songhay, Mosi, and others, 
w h ich  flou rished in  the  basin o f the  N ige r. People w ho sneer a t the 
M a rx is t phrase “ bourgeois ideo logy”  s im p ly  have no conception o f 
the dishonesty, co rru p tio n  and scope o f c a p ita lis t lies, and p ropa
ganda.

The Ghana Empire
F o r ne a rly  a thousand years (300-1300) ‘ betweefi th e  R iv e r Sen

egal and the N ig e r flourished -the Ghana E m pire . W e do no t know  
how  i t  was founded. Some people say th a t a H a m it ic  people fro m  
E a s t A fr ic a  m ig ra ted  there. O thers say th a t they came fro m  S yria . 
W h a t we do know  is th a t th is  em pire a t its  zen ith  em braced m any 
m illio ns  o f people. I t  produced wool, cotton , s ilk , ve lve t; i t  traded in  
copper and gold. M any .houses in  the ch ie f towns were b u ilt  o f stone. 
A t  one tim e  its  a rm y  consisted o f 200,000 soldiers. I ts  schools, its  
law yers, its  scholars were fam ous a ll over the M ed ite rranean area. 
A nd  th is  em pire fo r  ne a rly  a  thousand years was an em pire o f b lack 
men, o f Negroes.

A n o th e r fam ous em pire was th a t  o f Songhay (600-1500) w ith  
its  dynas ty  o f Askias. A s k ia  M oham m ed I  (1493-1528), was no t on ly  
a g re a t ru le r. He surrounded h im se lf w ith  scholars. T im b u k tu  and 
Gao were the  centers o f trade and learn ing .

The la te s t ed ition  o f the E ncyclopedia B rita n n lc a  (Volum e 23, 
page 522) says o f these kingdom s, “ Long  before the rise o f Is lam  
the peoples o f th is  N o rth e rn  p a r t  o f W est A fr ic a , consis ting  la rge ly , 
as has been seen, o f open p la ins w ate red by  la rge  and navigable 
rive rs , had developed w e ll organized states, o f w h ich  the oldest 
know n, Ghana (o r  G hanata ), is  th o u g h t to  have been founded in  the 
3rd cen tu ry  A .D . L a te r  arose the  em pire o f M elle  and the  m ore 
fam ous and m ore po w e rfu l Songhoi (S onghay) em pire. . . . M a rk in g  
the im portance, com m ercia l and p o litica l, o f these states, la rge  c i
t ie s  were founded." The idea th a t Is la m ic  in fluence founded these 
states is now  exploded, and th is  is ad m itte d  by  the B rita n n lc a  
W rite r. He fo llow s, however, the th e o ry  o f “ pure”  and ‘" im p u re ”  
Negroes. The Negroes on the coast were “ pure.”  B u t even these, he 
notes, founded c iv iliza tio n s : “ . . . the Y oruba, the  A sha n ti, the 
Dahom i, and the Ben i created po w e rfu l and w e ll organized k in g 
doms.”

The Beni, b e tte r know n as the  Benin, a re  fam ous today fo r  th e ir  
bronze scu lp ture , o f a r t is t ic  m e rit  and techn ica l s k ill,  unsurpassed 
by  any people o f anc ient o r m odern tim es. W hen a f te r  m any cen
tu ries  th e y  were "d iscovered”  in  1891, the  im pudent im p e ria lis ts  a t 
once a ttr ib u te d  thse bronzes to  "P o rtuguese”  influence. T h a t theo ry  
has now jo ined the others in  the  w aste -paper basket.

The High Water Mark
W est A fr ic a  was the h ig h -w a te r m a rk . B u t a ll over A fr ic a  

organized c iv iliza tio n s  flourished. The f irs t  Portuguese to  v is it  
E ast A fr ic a  some five  hundred years ago d id  no t re m a rk  an y  no tice
able differences between the A fr ic a n s  and themselves; w h ile  less 
than f i f t y  years ago E m il Torday, the B e lg ian  exp lo re r discovered 
in  C entra l A fr ic a  th  Bushongo epople. A  wise k in g , as fa r  back as 
the seventeenth cen tu ry , had p ro h ib ited  a ll con tact w ith  Europeans, 
and, aw ay in  th  in te r io r, the tr ib e  had survived. T o rday  found a 
free and happy people, l iv in g  in  v illages  w e ll la id  out, the huts 
b e a u tifu lly  decorated, th e ir  scu lp ture , te x tile s  and household ob
jec ts  o f a ra re  beauty. P o lit ic a l o rg an iza tio n  was a p e rfe c t democ
racy.’ The k in g  had a ll the honors, the council a ll the power. Repre- 

' sentatives, tw o  o f them  a lw ays women, were bo th  reg iona l and 
vocational. Today they  are degraded savages. T o rda y  sta tes th a t 
before the com ing o f th  Europeans such c iv iliza tion s , p e rfe c tly  
adaptd to  th e ir  environm ent, were w idespread over A fr ic a . The 
p ic tu re  o f w a rr in g  tr ibe s  and savage cannibals is a ll lies. A s la te  as 
1906, Frobenius, tra v e lin g  in  the B e lg ian Congo, could s t i l l  see 
the fo llow ing .

“ A nd  on a ll th is  flou rish ing  m a te ria l, c iv iliz a tio n  then was a 
bloom, here the  bloom on ripe f r u it ,  bo th  tender and lu s tro us ; the 
gestures, m anners and customs o f a whole people, fro m  the  young
est to the  oldest, a like  in  the fa m ilie s  o f the princes and the w e ll-to - 
do and o f the slaves, so n a tu ra lly  d ign ified  and refined in  the sm a ll
est de ta il. I  kno w  no no rth e rn  race who can bear com parison w ith  
such a  u n ifo rm  lev l o f education as is found am ong the  na tives.”

News fro m  W orld’s 
War-Torn Capitals

PARIS

French Workers Seek 
Leadership As Bureaucrats 
Trap Them in War-Machine

P A R IS , Oct. 31 (by  c o u r ie r)— N o t even a fte r 
tw o  m onths o f the w a r is there any serious sign 
o f p a trio tis m  am ong the F rench w orkers. The 
w o rs t one finds is sheer, exhausted, d is illusioned 
apa thy ; the best, a m ilita n c y  look ing  fo r  leader
ship.

The advanced w o rkers  are encountering ex
trem e d ifficu ltie s  in  re-estab lish ing com m unica
tio n  w ith  th e ir  comrades in  o th e r countries, even 
w ith  nearby E ng land. The seve rity  o f E ng lish  
customs con tro l (search ing no t on ly  the baggage, 
b u t also the persons, o f a ll people en te ring  o r 
leav ing  the country , con fiscating  every scrap of 
paper, to be re turned la te r by m a il)  is b u t one 
exam ple o f the handicaps we w o rk  under. 
M ilita n ts  Sent to  C oncentra tion  Camps

U nder the p re te x t o f round ing  up P a ris ’ gang
sters, and keeping them  in  a concen tra tion  camp 
a t the Stade Roland-G arros, the police have also 
been round ing  up the m ost m il ita n t  o f know n 
ran k-an d -file  rad ica ls, and sending them  to  the 
same place tem p o ra rily , fo r  la te r  tra n s fe r to 
la rg e r camps in  the A rie ge  and the Lo ire -e t-C her.

Those m un ic ipa lities , hundreds in  num ber, 
w h ich  had S ta lin is t m ayors o r councils, were d is
solved, and are ru led  by p re fec to ra l decree. A l l  
S ta lin is t headquarters have been seized, as w e ll 
as th e ir  funds, inc lud ing  the p r iva te  p ro p e rty  o f 
any arrested leaders. T h is  governm ent repression 
has had a m a r ty r in g  effect, w h ich  has stayed the 
defection o f m any w o rke rs  who were on the po in t 
o f leav ing  the S ta lin is t p a rty . P ra c tic a lly  a ll the 
S ta lin is t in te llec tua ls , on the o th e r hand, have be
come tr ic o lo r  p a trio ts  o f the m ost d isgu s ting  de
scrip tion .
S ta lin is ts  E xpe lled fro m  U nions

The top  com m ittee  o f the CGT (G eneral Fed
e ra tion  o f W orke rs ) expelled its  S ta lin is t m in o r
i t y  and called upon a ll a ffilia ted  federa tions and 
locals to expel th e ir  S ta lin is t leaderships. In  
those cases where the S ta lin is ts  con tro lled  the 
unions and refused to  y ie ld , the CGT tops, w ith  
the aid o f the police, seized the headquarters and 
funds.

Once th is  stage had been concluded, the  social- 
p a trio ts  passed on to  the next, w h ich  consisted 
o f expe lling  fro m  the unions any ran k  and file  
S ta lin is ts  w ho did  no t p u b lic ly  knuck le  under. 
W hen necessary, the  cops helped.
A greem ent Gives Bosses “ E v e ry th in g ”

W hen the CGT tops la s t week signed a general 
agreem ent w ith  the  bosses a t the  H o te l M a jestic , 
Leon Jouhaux, CGT head, proc la im ed th a t an end 
had been p u t to  class s trugg le , causing the  bosses 
in  the  Com ité des Forges (steel t ru s t)  bu lle tin  
to  crow : “ I f  these words fro m  his m ou th  are 
t r u ly  m eant, e ve ry th in g— eve ry th in g  is possible.”  
Leon B lu m ’s reaction , pred ic tab le  enough, was to  
say th a t the H o te l M a jes tic  agreem ent wasn’t  
qu ite  as good as the H o te l M a tig no n  agreem ent 
bu t we m ust do the best we can.

(The H o te l M atignon  agreem ent ended the rev
o lu tio n a ry  s tr ike s  o f June, 1936, g iv in g  the fo r ty -  
hour week, pa id  vacations, etc., a ll o f  w h ich  has 
now been o ffic ia lly  abrogated.)

On Sept. 16, the new wages-and-hours decrees 
were p u t in to  effect tw o  weeks e a rly  by the 
bosses; the de ta ils  are ha ir-ra is in g . A  seventy- 
tw o  hour w o rk  week, etc. The w o rke rs  called on 
th e ir  delegates to  raise he ll; the delegates 
w ou ldn ’t. F ore ign  w orkers , p a r tic u la r ly  Belgians, 
s im p ly  refused to  accept the new conditions; they 
w en t home to  B elg ium .

Some F rench  w o rke rs  tr ie d  to  th ro w  up th e ir  
jobs. B u t under the  decrees re q u is ition ing  fa c 
tories, w o rke rs  can’t  th ro w  up th e ir  jobs: the y ’re 
tied  to  them  exa c tly  lik e  serfs. Those w ho did, 
go t tw o  m onths in  ja il.  The w o rke rs  are ra g in g ly  
angry , b u t so fa r  fee l baffled and helpless. A  m a r
vellous o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a re v o lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  to  
come fo rw a rd , and prov ide the w o rke rs  w ith  a 
new  perspective, he PSOP, held down by  its  r ig h t 
is t  leadership, has so fa r  missed the o p po rtu n ity . 
R evo lu tion is ts  A s  “ F o rtif ic a tio n s ”

The one p a r ty  th a t  possib ly could serve, the  
PSOP (S oc ia lis t P a r ty  o f W orke rs  and Peas
an ts ), held down by  its  r ig h t is t  leadership, has

Labor Movement in Strait-Jacket 
of Dictatorship and Repression

so fa r  missed the o p po rtu n ity . M any o f its  rev
o lu tio na ry  elements are a t the fro n t.

The revo lu tion is ts  a t the fro n t  are in  grave 
danger, in  sp ite  o f the l i t t le  f ig h tin g  th a t is go
in g  on. F o r they are being sys tem a tica lly  placed 
in  the m ost exposed, pos itions- advanced m a
chine-gun posts in  N o -M an ’s land, etc. T h a t th is  
is being done consciously is qu ite  ce rta in . F o r 
example, in  one case, when a w e ll-kn ow n  revo lu 
t io n is t was trans fe rre d  fro m  a com bat u n it to  a 
lia ison post o u t o f danger, he was sent back to 
the f ro n t  by d irec t o rder fro m  a m in is try  in  P aris

PRAGUE

Czech Students Rally 
In Teeth of Most Savage 
Hitlerite Repression

A ccord ing  to  an Associated Press dispatch 
fro m  Prague, A d o lf H it le r  is g e ttin g  his f irs t  
case o f ind igestion  over the Czech te rr ito r ie s  he 
swallowed a yea r ago w ith  the aid o f Cham ber- 
la in  and Dalad ier.

The report states th a t 2,000 u n iv e rs ity  students 
dem onstrated in  Prague on Novem ber 5 aga inst 
the G erm an p ro tec to ra te  governm ent. A no the r 
reason fo r  the dem onstra tion  was the death o f a  
Czech student k ille d  by r if le  f ire  d u rin g  clashes 
w ith  police on “ independence day” , O ctober 28.

The students re form ed th e ir  ranks, dem onstra t
in g  in  various pa rts  o f the c ity , m ore than five 
tim es a fte r  be ing dispersed by m ounted police 
and E lite  G uards’ th rea ten ing  r if le  fire . Ten a r 
rests occurred d u rin g  the dem onstra tions b u t no 
reports  are availab le  o f how  m any occurred sub
sequent to  the dem onstration.

The p ro tes t actions o f the students is on ly  a 
p recursor to the rea l revo lts  bound to  fo llo w  in 
due tim e  when the solid con tingen ts o f Czech 
w o rke rs  raise the banner o f s trugg le  aga inst H i t 
le rism  in  the  fac to ries  and on the streets.

To paraphrase a Russian p roverb : the student 
pro tests are on ly  the n a tio n a lis t blossoms; the 
revo lu tio n a ry  berries are y e t to  come.

TORONTO

How They Dragged the 
Canadian Workers Into 
A  War They Don’t Want

TO R O N TO — Canada’s be llige rency was set
tled , no t in  O tta w a  o r even in  London, b u t in  
W ash ing ton, and here in  lies .the f irs t  o f m any 
im p o rta n t lessons w h ich  the A m erican  w o rk e r 
can d ra w  fro m  a s tud y  o f Canada’s w a r. I f  
Rooseveltian cap ita lism  had any serious in te n 
t io n  o f p reserv ing A m erican  n e u tra lity , i t  w ould 
have b ro ug h t such economic and p o lit ic a l pres
sure to  bear upon O tta w a  th a t the be llige rency 
and M acKenzie K in g  and his tra in ed  p a rlia m e n t
a ry  seals would have disappeared ove rn igh t. A  
c o u n try  o f eleven m illions , in  A m erica ’s sphere 
o f influence, could n o t have moved w ith o u t the 
benediction o f W ashington.

Thé A m erican  w o rke rs  m ay lea rn  fro m  the 
Canadian experience no t on ly  how the masses in  
a. c a p ita lis t s ta te  are plunged in to  w a r aga inst 
th e ir  w i l l  b u t also, how the y  are exp lo ited a fte r  
they are p u t in to  i t  .Canada is in  m any w ays a 
pocket ed ition  o f the U .S.A. I ts  peoples repre
sent ano the r m e ltin g  pot, th e ir  economic prob
lems closely s im ila r ; th e ir  hab its  o f though t, t r a 
d itions, reading, even th e ir  speech, are v ir tu a lly  
lik e  A m erica ’s. The la rg e s t trade  unions are 
tied  w ith  the A m erican  unions. The fa rm ers  
have the same m a rk e tin g  and c lim a tic  problem s.

W h a t is happening now in  Canada is w h a t w i l l  
happen in  the U.S. unless the A m erican  w o rk 
in g  class awakens to  p reven t it .
W A R  U N P O P U L A R

T h is  has been, fro m  the s ta rt,  an unpopu lar 
w a r. N o t on ly  are there  now  m ore class-con
scious w o rke rs  in  Canada tha n  in  1914, as re 
flected in  the  g ro w th  o f trades unions and a le f t  
social dem ocra tic  m ovem ent, b u t the re  is also a 
b it te r  l iv in g  m em ory o f the la s t mass m urder.

In  1914 Canada sent h a lf  a  m illio n  men fro m

a c o u n try  w ith  a popu la tion  o f seven m illio n . 
S ix ty  thousand died overseas and as m any m ore 
succumbed from  in ju r ie s  a fte r  re tu rn in g . I t  is 
ra re  to  find  in  Canada a veteran o f the la s t w a r 
who was no t a casualty. The c ity  o f W elland was 
s t i l l  engaged in  un ve ilin g  its  expensive m em or
ia l to  the la s t w a r on the day the new w a r 
broke out.

N o r is i t  fo rg o tte n  th a t the dec im ina tion  o f 
the younger generation was fo llow ed by  the  de
pression o f 1919-20, c iv il r io ts , a general s tr ik e  
in  W inn ipeg, and w idespread m isery.

The num ber o f E ng lish -bo rn  Ang lo-Saxons in  
Canada is m uch less th a n  in  1914, and the p ro 
po rtion  o f non-Anglo-Saxons m uch greater. This, 
p lus the s treng then in g  o f the social and econom
ic ties w ith  the U.S. over the la s t 25 years, has 
led to  a s trong  and w idespread iso la tion ism , in  
ad d ition  to  the tra d it io n a l iso la tion ism  o f the 
F rench-Canadians (w ho resorted to  arm ed re 
sistance to  p reven t th e ir  conscrip tion  in  1917).

On top  o f th is , the  sm a lle r cap ita lis ts  hoped 
they m ig h t be le f t  free by  “ n e u tra lity "  to  en joy 
the p ro sp e rity  o f a w a r boom w ith o u t pay ing  
the pe na lty  o f w a r-taxes , reg im en ta tion  and 
conscrip tion . F in a lly , ne a rly  a ll sections and 
classes were un ited  in  a deep d is tru s t o f the 
B r it is h  governm ent, w h ich  had n o t on ly  m uddled 
its  w a y  in to  w a r bu t had, in  its  re la tions to  
Canada, p e rs is te n tly  in te rfe rre d  aga ins t the na
tu ra l developm ent o f Canadian autonom y.

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’S S T R A T E G Y
Faced w ith  such conditions, the K in g  govern

m en t took the line  o f in tim id a t in g  the masses 
w ith  an accom plished fa c t. K in g  had prom ised 
th a t “ p a rlia m e n t w ou ld  decide”  peace o r w a r; 
bu t p a rlia m e n t was n o t assembled u n t il B r ita in  
had begun fig h tin g , and then i t  m e t to  lis te n  to  a 
"speech fro m  the th rone,”  announcing th a t Can
ada was a lready “ in  a sta te  o f w a r”  and th a t the 
W a r Measures A c t— abolish ing c iv il lib e rtie s —  
had been in  force since Sept. 1. On th is  speech, 
se ttin g  fo r th  o ffic ia l governm ent po licy , no vote 
was taken.

K in g  had a ffirm ed th a t no exped itiona ry  force 
would be sent abroad. B u t then he in troduced 
the W a r A p p ro p ria tio n s  B il l fo r  a hundred m il
lio n  do lla rs  fo r  m il i ta ry  opera tions in  “ and be
yond”  Canada. A t  th is  p o in t the Canadian Com 
m onw ealth  F edera tion  (socia l dem ocra t) m em 
bers forced a d iv is ion  on an am endm ent to  
change “ beyond”  to  "a d ja cen t to .”  The amend
m en t g o t the support o f on ly  s ix  CCF and 10 
F rench-C anad ian members.

The governm ent s t i l l  hesitates to  impose con
scrip tion . I t  even pretended, fo r  a wh ile , to  be 
s tag ing  re c ru it in g  on ly  fo r  home defense. Now , 
however, the newspapers announce plans to  d is
pa tch  tw o  com plete d iv is ions to  Europe before 
C hris tm as. In  Vancouver, three hundred re c ru its  
were asked by  an inspecting  colonel how m any 
wished to  serve overseas. E ig h t stepped fo rw a rd . 
The colonel m ere ly  rem arked : “ T h a t ’s a ll r ig h t. 
Y ou ’re a ll go ing  anyw ay.”

(C ontinued in  n e x t issue)

BRUSSELS

Belgian Fourth International 
Appeal For Workers 
Action Against the War

A f te r  a de lay o f several weeks, in  the  course 
o f w h ich  comrades W a lte r Dauge, Leon Lesoil, 
Lemmens, and o the r leaders were subjected to  
repeated arrests, L a  L u tte  O uvriè re , o rgan  o f 
the R e vo lu tion a ry  S oc ia lis t P a r ty  (P S R ) has 
once aga in  resumed pub lca tion  as a w eekly.

In  its  f ir s t  issue a f te r  the persecutions, L a  
L u t te  carries a long appeal to  the w o rke rs  o f 
B e lg ium  e n title d : “ The S trug g le  A g a in s t W a r 
is the S trug g le  fo r  Socia lism .”

“ The present w a r,”  says the  appeal, “ is  the 
fa ta l and log ica l consequence o f the T re a ty  o f 
V ersa illes w ith  w h ich  the la s t im p e r ia lis t w a r o f 
1914-18 was concluded. The A ng lo -F re nch  im 
p e r ia lis t bloc, r iv a ll in g  the fo rm id ab le  im p e ria l
ism  o f G erm any, c u t up cen tra l Europe in to  
s tr ip s  o f sta tes w h ich  w e n t c o n tra ry  to  the 
m ost le g it im a te  na tion a l asp ira tions. Thus a 
s itu a tio n  was created w h ich  engendered new 
conflicts. They are responsible fo r  th is  s ta te  of

a ffa irs  who today  pose as defenders o f ju s tice  
in  in te rn a tio n a l re la tions. The fra u d  o f ju s t  
w ars is beg inn ing  a ll over again. . .

"The w o rke rs  o f B e lg ium  need no t have too 
m any illus ions about the  n e u tra lity  o f B e lg ium . 
Everyone knows how precarious i t  is. . . The 
g re a t B e lg ian press is now  p re pa ring  pu b lic  op in
ion fo r  e n try  in to  the w a r  on the  side o f F rance 
and E ng land. . . . The social - p a tr io ts  are 
shou ting  L o ng  live  F rance . . . They are un
doub ted ly speaking o f the F rance o f D a lad ier, 
whose p o litic s  th e y  endorse so aggressive ly. 
W h a t we love in  F rance is "the m ag n ificen t 
re v o lu tio n a ry  tra d it io n  o f its  p ro le ta r ia t, the  
P aris  Commune, the g re a t days o f the s tr ik e s  
o f June 1936 . . . The B e lg ian  w o rke rs  have no
th in g  to  ga in  fro m  choosing between H itle r , the  
bu tcher o f the G erm an w orke rs , and D alad ier, 
the m an w ho broke the  general s tr ik e  o f 1938. 
Doesn’t  every one know  how  anxious D a lad ie r 
is to  defend "dem ocracy”  in  com pany w ith  M us
so lin i, the assassin o f M a tte o ti?  . . .

“ W ha teve r th e ir  n a tio n a lity , be the y  B e lg ian  
o r E ng lish , F rench o r G erm an, I ta lia n  o r Span
ish o r A m erican , the  w o rke rs  are a ll exp lo ited  
by cap ita lism  a like . The rea l cause o f the w a r 
is no t H itle r , b u t cap ita lism  w ith  its  im p e r ia lis t 
r iva lr ie s , its  greed fo r  p ro fits  and its  chase fo r  
la rke ts . . .

“ H i t le r  is  h im se lf o n ly  a p ro du c t o f decadent 
cap ita lism . The o n ly  w a y  o f de fea tin g  Fascism  
and o f ending w a r  is the  ab o litio n  o f the c a p ita l
is t  reg im e w h ich  heads h u m a n ity  tow a rds  the 
w o rs t k in d  o f savagery, and its  rep lacem ent by  
socialism .

“ The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l continues the  proud 
t ra d it io n  o f the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l o f Lenin. 
I t  shows the w o rk in g  class o f the w o rld  the o n ly  
road to  safe ty. T h a t road alone leads to  the abo
li t io n  o f the c a p ita lis t system  o f the e xp lo ita 
t io n  o f m an by man, to  the fou nda tion  o f  a 
U n ion  o f S oc ia lis t Republics o f Europe, to  the 
estab lishm ent o f socia lism  w h ich  alone can give 
to  the people bread, peace and freedom .”

DUBLIN

Irish Nationalist Patriots In 
Forty-Day Hunger Strike 
Against De Valera

W here are the I r is h  persecuted m ost?  In  
E ng land  w here the E ng lish  judges are sending 
to  gaol every m il ita n t  Ir is h m a n  w ho dares to  
speak up aga ins t B r it is h  oppression o f Ire la n d ?  
O r in  Ire la n d  its e lf, where an “ I r is h ”  gove rn 
m en t is m erc iless ly  pe rsecu ting  the Ir is h  Re
publicans?

In  the EngUsh cou rts , a t  least, the con
demned can stand up and speak out, as d id  
you ng  C h ris to p h e r K ennea lly , ju s t  sentenced 
in  the dock a t L ive rp o o l Assizes to  th ree years 
o f serv itude . The .^9-$re.ar, lad  .said ffi:

“ Today E ng land  and F rance  say th a t  th e y  are 
sav ing  the hum an race fro m  aggression. N o 
c o u n try  under God's sun has suffered m ore 
fro m  aggression than  m y  coun try . The cause 
fo r  w h ich  I  am go ing  to  be sentenced is a 
cause w h ich  w i l l  never die.”

B u t even th a t m uch the I r is h  arrested in  I r e 
land cannot do, fo r  under the law s o f the  De 
V a le ra  governm ent i t  is  enabled to  a rre s t men 
and hold them  in d e fin ite ly  w ith o u t t r ia l.

O n ly  one means is le f t  to  these arrested men 
to  re g is te r th e ir  p ro te s t aga inst such tre a tm e n t, 
the  dreaded means em ployed by  I r is h  m a rty rs  
aga ins t the B r it is h  when th e y  open ly ru led  in  
Ire la n d — the hunger s tr ik e . A nd  so, fo r  a  m on th  
now, fo u r  prisoners, P a tr ic k  M cG ra th , R ichard  
M cC a rth y , John Lynch , and Jerem iah D a ly , have 
been on a hunger s tr ik e . A  m on th ! T h in k  o f the  
heroic fo r t itu d e  i t  means to  undergo such su f
fe r in g ! B u t the y  do i t  fo r  I r is h  freedom .

De V a le ra  has stood up in  the D a il E ira n n  and 
to ld  Ire la n d  th a t  these m en m ig h t die, b u t he 
w ou ld  n o t free  them . The la te s t re p o rt is  th a t  
th ree o f them  are in  hospita ls, n  c r it ic a l condi
tion , and th a t the  fo u rth , Je rem iah  D a ly , “ had 
abandoned his hunger s tr ik e  and been released.”  

W h a t is c lea r beyond a ll doub t is th a t  p rison  
in  Ire la nd  is the  place fo r  I r is h  p a tr io ts  as i t  is  
in  E ng land. Ir ish m e n  are n o t ru led  by  themselves 
b u t by  agents o f the B r it is h  E m p ire

Slave Trade Destroys Africa
I t  was the slave trade  th a t destroyed A fr ic a , the  depredations 

o f A rabs  and European im p e ria lis ts . They ravaged the con tine n t fo r  
three centuries. W h a t the trave le rs  o f the n ine teen th  cen tu ry  d is
covered was the w re ck  and ru in  o f w h a t had existed fo u r  cen turies 
before, and even then enough rem ained to  d isprove the idea o f the 
subhum an Negro. A fr ic a  is a vas t Continent and m any m illio n s  o f 
people in  v a ry in g  degrees o f c iv iliz a tio n  have lived  there  over the 
centuries. There  was m uch ignorance, ba rba rism  and supers tition , 
b u t the  h is to ry  and achievem ents o f Negroes in  a rt,  lite ra tu re , p o li
tics , em p ire -bu ild ing , u n t il A ra b  and European im p e ria lism  fe ll 
upon them  in  the  tw e lf th  and th ir te e n th  centuries, is  an in c o n tro 
ve rtib le  re fu ta tio n  o f the  m ounta ins o f lies  and s lander b u ilt  up by

LONDON
O nly the Fourth International 
Fights In Revolutionary Opposition 
To The War in Britain

U nde r the acid tes t o f w a r, a ll 
the w o rk in g  class pa rties  in  E n g 
land except the F o u rth  In te rn a 
tio n a l have crum p led  and are 
subscrib ing  in  one fo rm  o r an
o ther to  the p ro g ra m  o f the  ca
p ita lis t  w ar-m ongers. O n ly  the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l rem ains 
f irm  in  its  re v o lu tio n a ry  opposi
tio n  to  the Second W o rld  W ar. 
T h is  is the  g is t o f a re p o rt fro m  
the B r it is h  Section w h ich  has 
ju s t been received.

On the  ou tb reak  o f the w a r 
thousands o f leafle ts ana lyz ing  
the S ta lin -H it le r  pac t and ten 
thousand copies o f an a n ti-w a r 
m an ifesto  toge the r w ith  a  special 
a n ti-w a r ed ition  o f the “ M il i
ta n t,”  o ffic ia l organ o f the M il i 
ta n t Labour League (F o u rth  In 
te rn a tio n a l), were d is tribu ted .

Special a n ti-w a r m eetings have 
been held re g u la r ly  since then 
on s tree t corners, in  locals o f the 
Labour P a rty , and in  trade un 

c a p ita lis t apologists in  defence o f c a p ita lis t ba rbarism . A fr ic a n s  
w orked  in  iro n  countless generations ago and m any h is to rians  c la im  
th a t i t  was the y  who in troduced  m eta l w o rk  to  Europe and Asia.

C ap ita lism  developing in  Europe p re c ip ita ted  the d iscovery o f 
A m erica  and sent its  na v ig a to rs  and exp lorers to  A fr ic a . In  the 
fifte e n th  c e n tu ry  began the use o f N egro  slaves on the  p lan ta tions  
o f A m erica . B r it is h  cap ita lism  drew  one o f its  m ost pow erfu l 
sources o f w e a lth  fro m  the slave trade. The greatness o f L iverpool, 
the second c ity  o f G rea t B r ita in , was founded on the  trade  .The 
w e a lth  o f the  F rench  bourgeoisie was based upon the slave trade. 
The rise o f m odern Europe is inexp licab le w ith o u t a  know ledge o f 
the economic ram ifica tion s  o f the  slave tra d e ..
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C unard ’s N egro . F o r  easily ob ta inab le m a te ria l on s lavery  
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ism , b y  W ilson  E. W illia m s  (The H a rv a rd  U n iv e rs ity  S tu 
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ion locals where F o u rth  In te rn a 
tion a lis ts  exercise influence. The 
“ M il i ta n t ”  has been increased 
fro m  a m o n th ly  to  a tw ice - 
m on th ly .

IL P  Loses G round
The Independent Labour P a r

ty , a ffilia ted  w ith  the  London 
Bureau, has lo s t ground ra p id ly  
because o f its  reversion to  pac i
fism  and its  re jec tio n  o f revo lu 
tio n a ry  defeatism . A lth o u g h  its  
jo u rn a l, the "N e w  Leader,”  ed i
to ria lizes  on the p o ss ib ility  of 
revo lu tion  in  G erm any i t  has 
no th in g  w hatsoever to  say about 
the po ss ib ility  o f re vo lu tion  in  
G rea t B r ita in . A lleged “ secret 
reports ”  w h ich  they c la im  to  
have received fro m  th e ir  s is te r 
p a r ty  in  G erm any (the  S .A .P .), 
rega rd ing  un res t in  G erm any, 
have been broadcast by  the  B r i
t is h  governm ent as an o ffic ia l 
p a r t o f the governm ent w a r p ro 
paganda. The I.L .P . is co llabor
a tin g  w ith  a pe tty -bourgeo is  pac
if is t  o rgan iza tion  called the 
C h ris tia n  Peace Pledge Union.

In  the recent C lackm annan 
(S cotland) p a rlia m e n ta ry  by- 
elections, the  pa c ifis t a n ti-w a r 
candidate w ith  the fu l l  support 
o f the  I.L .P . polled o n ly  1,000 
votes as aga inst 16,000 fo r  the 
Labour P a r ty  candidate. P re v i
ous ly  in  th is  same d is tr ic t  the 
I.L .P . secured 2,000 votes.

“ The I.L .P . is on ly  a shadow o f 
its  fo rm e r se lf,”  continues the 
repo rt. “ I t  is  now a skeleton w ith  
m ost o f the bones m iss ing.”

S ta lin is t F lip -F lo p
The C om m unist P a r ty  has 

made a com plete about-face 
since the  beg inn ing  o f the  w ar.

A t  the ou tb reak o f the con flic t, 
th e ir  o ffic ia l o rgan  published a 
s ta tem en t o f the  C e n tra l Com
m itte e  w ith  the  heading: “ W hy  
B r ita in  M u s t W in  T h is  W a r.”  
T h e ir leader and p a r ty  secre
ta ry  H a r ry  P o llit t ,  the E a rl 
B row de r o f Eng land, issued a 
pam ph le t o u tlin in g  in  de ta il the 
ta c tics  and m ethods w h ich  the 
B r it is h  ru lin g  class m us t pursue 
in  o rd e r to  “ w in  the w a r.”  N ow  
P o llit t  has been dismissed fro m  
office by M oscow and the E ng
lish  C om m unist P a r ty  has come 
o u t fo r  peace— on H it le r ’s term s.

The effect o f th is  change in  
line  d ic ta ted  by  the  new exigen
cies o f S ta lin 's  fo re ig n  po licy  
has been devas ta ting  upon the 
fo llo w in g  o f the C om m unist P a r
ty  especia lly am ong the p e tty - 
bourgeois supporte rs and “ fe l
lo w -trave le rs .”

The leaders o f the B r it is h  
T rade U n ions in  tra d it io n a l s ty le  
are a tte m p tin g  to  th ro t t le  the 
d iscon tent o f the  w o rke rs  and by 
w o rk in g  hand in  glove w ith  the 
governm ent s tifle  any in c ip ien t 
re v o lt engendered by  the w ar. 
Thus the y  urge loca l bodies to  
cooperate w ith  the  loca l w a r 
com m ittees set up by  the  gov
e rnm en t’s M in is try  o f In fo rm a 
t io n  (P ropaganda) and to  oper
ate as p a r t  o f the w a r machine. 
The trade  un ion ch ie fs  are also 
seeking a  lega l ru lin g  fro m  the 
governm ent to  avo id ho ld ing 
th e ir  re g u la r ly  scheduled na tion 
al conferences w h ile  the  w a r 
lasts. These la b o r lieu tenan ts  o f 
the c a p ita lis t class so fa r  have 
done m ore to  repress w o rk in g  
class op in ion tha n  the  govern
m en t itse lf.

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
aga ins t Japan, the  S ta lin is ts  nev
e r breathed a w o rd  p u b lic ly — un
t i l  now, when th e ir  m aste r in  the  
K re m lin  b ids them  prepare to  cu t 
loose fro m  the  anti-Japanese 
s tru g g le  In the  in te res ts  o f a  deal 
between the S oviet bureaucracy 
and the Japanese im p e ria lis ts !

In to  w h a t new m uddy w a te rs  
w i l l  the  K re m lin  now  lead w h a t 
is le f t  o f the Chinese C om m unist 
P a rty ?  A s  a  w o rke rs ’ p a rty , i t  
long ago ceased to  ex is t. I ts  
s treng th  has rested exc lus ive ly  
upon the m il i ta ry  fo rce  i t  has 
con tro lled , the  fo rm e r peasant 
Red A rm y . Today th a t Red A r 
m y  has n o th in g  in  com m on w ith  
the heroic fo rce  o f peasant f ig h t
ers w ho resisted s ix  K uo m in ta n g

The B r it is h  section o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l expects a 
rap id  le ftw a rd  sw ing  am ong the 
masses as an e a rly  re s u lt o f  the 
w a r, and a new  “p o w e rfu l move
m en t o f the  w o rke rs  tow a rds  so
c ia lis t revo lu tion . In  p re pa ra tion  
fo r  th is  sw ing, the F o u rth  In 
te rn a tio n a lis ts ' have been pe rs is t
e n tly  en trench ing  themselves in  
the mass o rgan iza tions o f the 
w orkers.

“ We can con fiden tly  assure 
you,”  the re p o rt ends, “ th a t  the 
B r it is h  section w i l l  p la y  its  p a r t 
in  the s tru g g le  o f the  F o u rth  In 
te rn a tio n a l aga ins t im p e r ia lis t 
w a r.”

offensives in  C en tra l Ch ina fro m  
1930 to  1934. A s lo ng  ago as 1937, 
S ta lin is t leaders ad m itte d  on ly  a  
hand fu l o f the  K ia ng s i veterans 
remained.

Today the “ Red”  a rm y  is 
scarce ly d is tingu ishab le  fro m  the 
m ercena ry  forces o f the  K uo m in - 
tan g  generals. Nevertheless, i t  is 
a fo rce  recru ited , tra ined , and 
tr ie d  in  the s tru g g le  aga ins t Jap
anese im peria lism . H o w  i t  w i l l  re 
act, i f  S ta lin  orders abandonm ent 
o f the  f ig h t  aga ins t the invaders 
and converts i t  instead, in to  an 
in s tru m e n t fo r  Soviet pe ne tra tion  
in  the  west, rem ains to  be seen.

In  any case, the  d iv is ion  takes 
place over the  tram p led  and d is
regarded body o f th e  Chinese na
tio n a lis t cause. In  1927 thousands 
o f C om m unists pa id  w ith  th e ir  
lives In  a  needless sacrifice to  the  
m ls leadersh ip  o f th e  K re m lin . B u t 
they d id  f ig h t in g  fo r  Chinese lib 
e ra tion  w h ile  C h iang K a i-shek be
came a  spoke in  the  wheel o f the  
im p e ria lis t cha rio t.

In  his subsequent developm ent, 
C h iang K a i-she k  m ere ly  con tin 
ued to  re flec t the pressure o f A n 
g lo -A m e rican  im peria lism . W hen 
they  entered in to  a  pa c t w ith  
h im , the  S ta lin is ts  were w oo ing  
the  same m aster. B u t now  the 
o rder is to  sw itch  camps. A n d  
th a t is a ll the S ta lin is t tu rn  
am ounts to, in  China, as else
where.

The s tru g g le  fo r  Chinese lib e r 
a tio n  m u s t and w i l l  go on, despite 
and aga ins t bo th  camps o f its  be
tra y e rs  and enemies. I ts  s tandard  
bearer is  the  sm a ll, he ro ic  o rgan - 
ia tio n  o f th e  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
w h ich  in  m any p a rts  o f C h ina 
continues in  th e  fo re fro n t o f  the  
s trugg le .
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tial amount of capital available for that kind of 
employment which offers a sufficiently assured 
reward. Undeveloped natural resources in many 
of our countries offer possible fields for such in
vestment.”

When Mr. Welles talks about “ sufficiently as
sured reward”  for American capital, he has in 
mind such things as puppet dictators, their offi
cial and unofficial gunmen to rid the scene o f 
anti-imperialists, efficient police forces, prisons 
filled to the brim with those who don’t like Amer
ican business methods in the colonies, and, in the 
background, the American marines ready to 
plunge into the breach.

So when he plays the genial grandmother to 
the little Red Riding Hoods from down South, 
let the little folks beware. Grandma has great 
big teeth to eat you with.

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  jo b  and a  decent l iv in g  fo r  every w o rke r.
2. Open th e  Id le fac to ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
3. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F edera l pub lic  w o rks  

and housing p rogram .
4. T h ir ty - th ir t y — $30-w eekly  m in im u m  wage— 30- 

hour w eek ly  m axim um  fo r  a l l w o rke rs  on a ll jobs.
5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eek ly  old-age and d is a b ility  

pension.
6. E x p ro p ria te  the  S ix ty  Fam ilies .
7. A l l  w a r funds to  the  unemployed.
8. A  people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. N o  secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  independent Labo r P a rty .
11. W orke rs ’ Defense G uards aga ins t v ig ila n te  and 

F asc is t a ttacks .
12. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and econom ic eq ua lity  fo r  

the  N egro people.

Coughlin and Chrysler
One o f the banners carried in the gigantic 

demonstration o f the Detroit auto workers 
against the Chrysler Corporation read : “ Cough- 
linism Is Chryslerism !”

In  that slogan the auto workers summed up in 
three words the role of the fascist priest far 
better than all the mountains o f words written by 
book-worm college professors and professional 
liberals.

Coughlin is not the tool o f A do lf H itler, the 
mouthpiece o f the German American Bund or a 
crackpot priest too insignificant and ludicrous to 
be given any serious attention. That is the opin
ion o f the harebrained crew of intellectual jug
glers, just as it  was their opinion o f H itle r and 
Mussolini before they became all-powerful dic
tators.

Coughlin is the agent o f big capital in Amer
ica. The auto workers have him sized up to a T. 
H is role in the present Chrysler lockout— de
nouncing the union over the radio in the same 
Invective he denounces Jews and reds, giving aid 
and comfort to back-to-work movements, organ
izing and officering fascist gangs against the 
union— makes the auto workers understand that 
all the fine-spun speeches against “ international 
bankers” is demagogy to keep his real backers, 
America’s sixty ruling families, out o f the spot
light.

Coughlin talks against “ bankers,”  “ profiteers,”  
“ war-mongers.”  Coughlin is really against the 
working class, organized labor.

The auto workers say : Coughlinism is Chrys
lerism. We might add : Coughlinism is Morgan
ism. Coughlinism is Rockcfellerism. Coughlinism 
is DuPontism. And the workers in all industry 
can add to this list the names of their employers 
and exploiters.

Grandma Has Teeth
Sumner Welles, Under-Secretary o f State, is a 

great friend o f the peoples below the Rio Grande. 
In  fact lie has made a vocation out o f being 
friendly to Latin Americans. .

Not so long ago that we can’t remember, Mr. 
Welles was United States Ambassador to Cuba. 
The workers and peasants of that island who 
were fed to the sharks or pumped fu ll o f bullets 
by the then dictator Machado’s gunmen grew to 
appreciate M r. Welles. Welles was Machado’s 
advisor— and some pleasant advice lie gave him, 
as you can see. When Machado was booted out 
o f Cuba by a mass rebellion, Welles hung around 
to help w ith new advice. (Th is advice— we say it 
in a whisper— was backed up w ith all the finan
cial might of W all St. and all the gunboats o f 
the Atlantic fleet. He overthrew the Grau San 
M artin  government and engineered the murderer 
Batista into power. Washington is still “ advis
ing”  Cuba, along the line carved out by M r. 
Welles.

Now we are pleased to learn that M r. Welles 
has expanded his field o f operations. The other 
day, he was appointed Chairman o f the Inter- 
American Financial and Economic Advisory 
Committee .He began his new function w ith a 
pretty generous dose o f advice which the Latin 
Americans should soon learn to appreciate much 
as the Cubans learned to appreciate his advisory 
gifts. Said M r. Welles:

“ There exists in this hemisphere a large poten

Onc Law for A ll
Washington is a great place for circuses. The 

best performance is usually staged at the monop
oly investigations. Out of one o f these carnivals 
came the Sherman anti-trust law.

To the simple-minded person who believes the 
law operates like it reads, the Sherman anti-trust 
law was meant to prosecute trusts.

The other day a Federal Judge in Indiana fined 
four General Motors finance corporations $5,000 
each fo r forcing dealers to finance sales of cars 
through the General Motors Acceptance Corp. 
A t the same time all the big shots o f General 
Motors who were engineering this squeeze play 
on the dealers were exonerated.

Less than a year ago a Federal judge in Phil
adelphia had before him another case of “ res
tra int o f trade.”  I t  concerned the Apex hosiery 
workers who staged a “ sit-down”  strike in their 
m ill to compel better working conditions. The 
judge socked a fine o f almost three-quarters o f 
a m illion dollars ($711,932) on the union.

The Sherman anti-trust law, as we said, was 
enacted to prosecute trusts. The Sherman anti
trust law, as it operates, prosecutes unions. Or, 
i f  you want to be accurate to the dot, it fines a 
rich corporation $5,000 and a union o f the poor 
three quarters o f a million.

The law that is made to prosecute poor men 
and workers prosecutes poor men and workers. 
The law that is made to prosecute rich men and 
corporations prosecutes poor men and workers. 
Heads they win, tails you lose.

•  • •

Labor Looks Through 
The Press

-----------  By A rthur Hopkins ------------
“ P E A C E  R U M O R  B R IN G S  SC A R E  TO W A L L  

S T R E E T "— heading in  M inneapo lis S ta r-Jou rna l.

* * *
’N U F F  S A ID

Messrs. Sharp and F ox  are the au thors o f a re 
cent book e n title d  "Business E th ics .

* *  *
S U R P R IS E  IT E M : A  h it- ru n  d r iv e r k il ls  a St. 

Paul W P A  w o rk e r; no m oney was found in  his 
pockets, the s to ry  relates.

* * *
D A IL Y  D O U B T

A ccord ing  to  W . W inche ll, “ the people w ho fe a r 
th a t T om m y M a n v ille ’s extravagance is w h a t 
b rings on revo lu tions, should be rem inded th a t there 
are oodles o f o the r sons o f r ic h  men w ho o ffset M an- 
dev ille ’s nonsense. Such sons, fo r  exam ple, as Edsel 
F ord , Jock W h itney , Sonny W h itne y , P h il W rig ley , 
E d S te ttin ius . The l is t  could go on fo r  m iles.”  B u t 
i t  doesn’t. A n d  those he names are no b e tte r tha n  
Tom m y.

* * *
T om m y M an v ille  embraced E lin o r  T roy , 23, 

N ew  Y o rk  and H o llyw ood  beauty, when she a rrived  
a t N e w a rk  A irp o r t  on h is  specia lly  charte red plane, 
and ho expla ined th a t he had sent fo r  her because 
“ the w a r news was bo ring  to  me.”

# * *
I t 's  go ing to  be a lo ng  w a r, in  the op in ion o f 

Lo rd  M arley , depu ty  speaker in  the B r it is h  House 
o f Lords, w ho ju s t  a rrived  in  the U n ited  States. He 
said th a t the B r it is h  are determ ined to  f ig h t  to  
he end, i.e., to the end o f the la s t w o rk e r ’s life .

* * *
Says R obe rt Olson, p res ident o f the  M innesota 

Federa tion  o f La bo r: “ I t  m ust be ad m itte d  th a t  a fte r  
the action  o f the la s t convention (o f the A F L )  in  
endorsing a p a r tic u la r  candidate to  ru n  on a p a r ty  
p la tfo rm  fo r  governor, and los ing  o u r endorsee, we 
were no t in  a ve ry  good pos ition  to  ask fo r  favo rs  
f ro  m the successful candidate.”  T h is  is the cap-in - 
hand the o ry  o f la bo r leadership, h a p p ily  e x tin c t in  
m ost sections o f M innesota.

Just Out!

WHY NEGROES SHOULD 
OPPOSE THE WAR

A message tha t affects the life  
o f  every Negro

By J. R. Johnson
P rice— 5c per copy. Bundle ra tes— 10 to  50—
3c per copy. 50 o r m ore— 2'/2c per copy 

S P E C IA L  B A T E S  TO  O R G A N IZ A T IO N S  
O R D E R  N O W !
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You Can Tell the Minn. 
Frame-up Is Raw-Even 
A Congressman Raps It

(R eprin ted  fro m  the Nov. 16 N o rth w e s t O rgan izer, organ o f the 
M inneapo lis  Team sters J o in t C ouncil)

W hen even a congressman can’t  stom ach the assault o f the fed 
era l governm ent upon the unemployed w o rke rs  of M inneapolis, th a t 
is news! .Yet ea rly  in  Novem ber Congressman Lee E. Geyer o f C a l
ifo rn ia  took the floo r in  the House o f Representatives to  pro test 
the persecution o f the local W P A  w orkers . Even more, Geyer named 
names. “ I  p ro te s t i t  to  the Congress . . ., I  p ro tes t i t  to  the A t to r 
ney General . . .  I  p ro test i t  to  the P resident o f the U n ited  States, 
and I  in v ite  every m an present w ho believes in  the fundam enta l 
r ig h ts  o f the people to jo in  me in  th is  p ro tes t so the people in  M in ne 
apolis and elsewhere in  the cou n try  m ay know  th a t there  are men 
on the flo o r o f Congress who refuse to  a llo w  such f la g ra n t a tta cks  
upon th e ir  and ou r c iv il libe rtie s  to  go unchallenged,”  Geyer said.

The C a lifo rn ia  solon s ta rted  his ta lk  by saying he believed the 
m embers o f the House “ should know  how, in  M inneapo lis, M inne 
sota, a la w  recen tly  passed by th is  body is be ing used in  an a tte m p t 
to  destroy the  c iv il r ig h ts  o f labor, to persecute A m erican  citizens, 
and to  fu r th e r  the p o lit ic a l advantage o f ce rta in  in d iv idu a ls  and 
groups.

“ The basis o f th is  v ic ious a tte m p t is the  M inneapo lis W P A  s tr ik e  
and the present mass tr ia ls  o f 163 defendants charged w ith  c r im in a l 
conspiracy as a resu lt o f p a rtic ip a tin g  in  th a t s tr ik e .”

Geyer then b rie fly  lis ted  the de ta ils  o f the s tr ike , know n to  w o rk 
ers th rou gh ou t the na tion ; th a t the s tr ik e  was a spontaneous p ro 
tes t aga inst the new re lie f law , th a t  i t  was led in  M inneapo lis by 
the unions, th a t s tr ik e  leaders asked G lotzbach to  close the pro jects, 
th a t the papers lied  upon a M inneapo lis cop being k ille d  in  the 
s tr ike , and th a t the s tr ik e  ended when the cops a ttacke d  the  p icke t 
line  a t the  sew ing p ro ject, w ound ing scores and k il l in g  one man.

“ W hy  O n ly  in  M inneapo lis? ”
Geyer denounced, am ong o the r phases o f the governm ent’s con

d u c t o f the case, the excessive b a il requirem ents and "th e  inep t 
m anner in  w h ich  pub lic  o ffic ia ls  handled the s itua tion .

“ I  am  p u tt in g  m yse lf on record,”  he stated, “ in  p ro tes t aga inst 
p e rm itt in g  under the  name o f ‘prosecution o f lawlessness’ the per
secution o f scores o f decent, la w -ab id ing  fe llo w  citizens. I  am m a in 
ta in in g  that- under the  c loak o f b r in g in g  the g u ilty  to  jus tice  we 
should no t p e rm it an a tta c k  upon la b o r’s hard-w on r ig h ts  to  organ
ize and a fu r th e r  a tta c k  upon the  basic r ig h ts  o f c itizens genera lly  
. . .  I f  some s tr ik e rs  become hot-headed and ge t in to  f is t  figh ts , 
w h y  were they n o t de a lt w ith  as police co u rt cases, w h ich  is cus
to m a ry ?  W h y  w ere  they, instead, charged w ith  conspiracy and 
faced w ith  p e n ite n tia ry  te rm s?  Is  th is  a w fu l consequence o f s tr ik e  
p a rtic ip a tio n  a th re a t to  in tim id a te  labo r?  W hy was the re  such a 
wholesale round-up o f M inneapo lis people whose crim es were no 
g re a te r tha n  m ere presenc w here  a f is t  f ig h t occurred, o r who were 
no t even present b u t were s im p ly  officers o f a  g roup  agree ing to 
leave th e ir  p ro je c t when the p icke tin g  began, W H IL E  IN  NO  
O T H E R  C IT Y  IN  T H E  C O U N TR Y  W H E R E  W P A  E M P LO Y E E S  
P A R T IC IP A T E D  IN  T H E  N A T IO N -W ID E  S R IK E  W E R E  S T R IK 
ER S P E R S E C U T E D ?

Needless to  say, no t a' s ingle boss paper p rin te d  the C a lifo rn ia n ’s 
rem arks. The boss press is too in te rested in  jo in in g  in  the  fram e-up.

A n d  needless to  say, ne ithe r Roosevelt no r A tto rn e y  General 
F ra n k  M u rp h y  and his G-men, no r V ic to r  Anderson, no r Stassen, 
no r Leach, has answered Congressman Geyers po in ted questions.

HEARING ON APPEAL OF 
ANTI-WAR MILITANT THIS WEEK

TORONTO , Nov. 16— P repara tions fo r  the  appeal aga ins t the  
one yea r prison sentence Imposed on F ra n k  W 'atson under the  re 
pressive W a r Measures A c t  are com pleted, as pub lic  in te res t m ounts 
in  support o f the  young Eng lish-C anad ian w o rke r arrested here on 
Sept. 15 fo r  m a k in g  a s tre e t com e r speech described by the  a u th o r
it ie s  as “ lik e ly  o r in tended to  pre jud ice  re c ru it in g  o f H is  M a je s ty ’s 
Forces.”

The appeal aga inst the  sentence imposed on W atson w i l l  be 
heard in  T oron to  on o r abou t Novem ber 22.

W atson was Canada’s f ir s t  v ic t im  o f w a r- tim e  repression, b u t 
o thers have fo llow ed hin# to  ja il.

A m ong the m ost recent a d d i-^  ■ 
tions to the W atson Defense 
Com m ittee here is D r. C a rly le  
K in g , m em ber o f the Saskatchew
an P rov inc ia l Com m ittee o f the 
Canadian C om m onw ealth Federa
tion.

FBI FRAMEUP 
IN MINNESOTA

“ M ost N o tab le ”  Case
The Canadian Forum , lead ing 

lib e ra l jo u rn a l, in  its  Novem ber 
issue, re fe rs  to  the W atson case 
as the “ m ost notab le”  o f the pros
ecutions under the W a r Measures 
A c t, lin k in g  the case w ith  th a t o f 
the seventy-five c le rgym en o f the 
U n ited  Church o f Canada who 
have been threatened w ith  a rre s t 
fo r  issu ing an a n ti-w a r m anifesto. 
“ Canadians,”  w rite s  the ed ito r o f 
the Forum , “ are no t a ll un ited  in  
approv ing  o u r p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
th is  w a r, and a  wise governm ent 
w i l l  no t in s is t on too m uch en
forced u n ifo rm ity .”

Three thousand m iles away, in  
V ic to ria , B r it is h  Colum bia, the 
D em ocra tic  Book C lub has en
dorsed the W atson Defense Fund 
and ind ica ted its  support o f the 
case w ith  a check fo r  s ixteen do l
lars. S im ila r support and dona
tions have come fro m  the Scar- 
boro W omens Cooperative G uild, 
fro m  fa rm ers  in  W iseton, Sask., 
fro m  w o rke rs  in  Saskatoon, 
Sask., and fro m  in d iv idu a ls  o f 
v a ry in g  occupations and p o lit ic a l 
v iews in  Toronto, M on trea l, W in 
nipeg and Vancouver.

A m erican  W orke rs  He lp
G reat encouragem ent has been 

given the Canadian Defense Fund 
by the support o f the A m erican  
La bo r A id . A lso  as a resu lt o f the 
cam paign launched by  theSocia l- 
is t  Appea l on beha lf o f the W a t
son Defense, con tribu tions  have 
come in  fro m  persons in  the 
U n ited  States. A  la rge  donation 
has come in  fro m  the A m erican  
L a b o r A id  and has been welcomed 
here as an act o f in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk in g  class so lida rity .

The C om m ittee is prepared to 
extend its  a c tiv itie s  to  the de
fense o f o th e r cases a r is in g  ou t 
o f the W a r Measures A c t  o r a id  
accredited o rgan iza tions c a rry in g  
on the defense o f persons v ic t im 
ized by w a r-tim e  repression.

(C o n tin ued  f ro m  P age 1)
o f th in g  is “ m iss iona ry  w o rk ” —  
go ing am ong s tr ik e rs  to  dem or
alize them  and covincen them  to 
go back to  w ork .

G overnm ent W itnesses B ack fire
Tw o or three o f the witnesses, 

whom  U.S. D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  
Anderson th o u g h t he had p rop
e r ly  prim ed, backfired  ,'on the 
w itness stand, denying th a t they  
had been pushed o r in tim id a te d  
by the p ickets.

D u r in g  the governm ent’s p re 
sentation . defendants amused 
them'selves by  chang ing seats 
w ith  each o th e r in  the row s of 
cha irs  a lo tted  them . N ew  w itn e s 
ses, w ho had ev iden tly  been to ld  
by G-men where a ce rta in  per
son was s it t in g , were thus o ften  
caugh t id e n tify in g  one defendant 
as somebody else.

Today the defense begins to 
develop its  case. “ W atch  fo r  
some surprises when Defense 
A tto rn e y  Tom  D avis places de
fendants and th e ir  w itnesses on 
the stand,”  was the w o rd  among 
un ion leaders th is  week. D efend
ants are confident the y  can ex
plode the lu r id  lies to ld  about 
them  by  the FB I-coached gov
e rnm ent witnesses.

New International 
Is Negro Number

The December num ber o f The 
N ew  In te rn a tio n a l w i l l  be a spe
c ia l Negro num ber. A l l  m a jo r a r
tic les  w i l l  be devoted to  an e luc i
da tio n  o f the various aspects and 
problem s o f the  Negro masses. 
Complete h is to r ica l surveys are 
given, as w e ll as reviews on the 
im m edia te  pressing and p o lit ic a l 
perspectives fo r  the  N egro  peo
ple in  the U n ited  States.

I t  is  also hoped here th a t a 
broad m ovem ent can be launched 
fo r  the repeal o f the  Defense o f 
Canada R egu la tions incorpora ted 
in  the W a r Measures A c t.

Fea tu red  are a rtic les  by  J. R. 
Johnson, ou ts ta nd ing  exponent 
o f the N egro  p rob lem ; by  George 
N ovack, Jack  W eber, R obert 

B irch m an  and others.

BRONX JOBLESS 
PICKET FOR 
CLOTHING
Horse Lives Better 
Than Relief Clients, 
Placard Reads

N E W  Y O R K — Spurred by the 
present C ity  C ouncil’s re fusa l to  
m ake adequate prov is ion  fo r  the 
w in te r needs o f the unemployed, 
Local 5 o f the Unem ployed and 
P ro jec t W orke rs  U n ion  carried  
th ro u g h  la s tiv fce k  a series o f p ro 

tes t p icke t lines in  the W ash ing
ton  Avenue area o f the B ronx.

W hole p icke t lines fo rm ed be
fo re  R e lie f Bureau 48 a t 1946 
W ebster Avenue ,a horse and 
wagon dep ic ting  the  p lig h t o f the 
Unem ployed toured th rou gh  the 
M idd le  B ronx.

W h ile  hundreds o f w o rkers  
looked on, the w agon rode s lo w ly  
a long W ash ing ton  Avenue bear
in g  the sign, “ W hen Y ou A sk  F o r 
Bread, R ent and Clothes, D is tr ic t  
Office 48 ca lls  you ‘N e u ro tic ’.”

A  s ign s lung across the side o f 
the horse read, “ I  L iv e  B e tte r 
Than People on Hom e R e lie f.”  

Dem and C lo th in g  
P ro te s ting  the LaG uard ia  A d 

m in is tra t io n ’s open re fusa l to ap
p ro p ria te  funds fo r  w in te r  needs, 
another s ign  declared, “ W e De
m and W in te r C lo th ing .”

B ernard  Ross, an o ffic ia l o f L o 
cal 5, po in ted o u t th a t overcoats, 
su its  and shoes fo r  m ale re lie f c l i
ents are as y e t no t ava ilable, a l
though cold w eathe r has a lready 
set in. The w in te r c lo th in g  a llo t
m en t fo r  women, he stated, is 
" f r ig h t fu l ly  inadequate.”

“ A t  the same tim e ,”  Ross de
clared, “ needy fam ilies  are be
in g  th ro w n  o ff the  re lie f ro lls . 
Even Com m issioner Hodson o f 
the W e lfa re  D e pa rtm e n t takes 
pride in  the  fa c t th a t  th e  c ity  
saved tw o  m illio n  do lla rs  in  the  
la s t few  m onths as a  resu lt o f 
the  tra n s fe r o f re lie f c lien ts  to  
the  W P A  ro lls . T h a t tw o  m il
lion  do lla rs, instead o f consti
tu t in g  a saving o f funds, m ig h t 
easily have been a llo ted  fo r  the  
purpose o f c a rin g  fo r  new 
cases.”

New  Cases Ignored 
N ew  cases, accord ing to  Local 

5, receive scant a tten tion . O n ly 
when fa m ilis  are a c tu a lly  evicted 
onto the cold s treets do the re lie f 
au th o ritie s  show any sign o f con
cern. A nd  even then there  is a 
maze o f red tape to  push th rou gh  
before fam ilies  are saved fro m  
actua l s ta rva tion .

The B ro n x  Locals o f the U .P .- 
W .U . are c a rry in g  on an active  
cam paign to  organize the  b u lk  of 
the unem ployed w orkers . A s a 
resu lt o f the Lo ca l’s m il ita n t  ac
tions, num erous em ergency cases 
have been opened up and c lo th in g  
d is tr ibu te d  d u rin g  the la s t tw o  
weeks. W ith in  the next few  
weeks, the Local announced, the 
B ron x  organ iza tions o f the U n 
employed U n ion  w i l l  hold a  mass 
indoor ra l ly  to p ro tes t the severe 
p lig h t o f the jobless.

STUDENTS FOR 
ANTI-WAR VOTE

P A S A D E N A , C a lifo rn ia — The 
Pasadena Chronicle , s t u d e n t  
w eek ly  newspaper o f the Pasa
dena ju n io r  college, came ou t 
w ith  an e d ito r ia l Novem ber 10 
us ing the slogan “ L e t the Peo
ple Vote on W a r.”

To express the campus a n t i
w a r sen tim en t the e d ito r ia l s ta ff 
o f the Chron ic le  adopted the po l
ic y  o f su p po rting  a w a r re fe ren
dum. Results o f a po ll on the 
w a r question in  w h ich  six-seven
ths ■ o f the 7,000 s tuden t body 
p a r t i c i p a  ted showed c le a rly  
where the ju n io r  college people 
stand.d They are opposed to  
A m erica ’s e n try  in to  any fo r 
eign w ar.

The C hron ic le  is push ing the 
m ovem ent fo r  a w a r referendum . 
F rom  the m ethods proposed to  
keep th is  c o u n try  o u t o f w ar, 
the re ferendum  was selected fo r  
support. I t  was judged as m ost 
effective fo r  ra lly in g  the opposi
tio n  to  the w a r.

D is tru s t o f Congress is w h a t 
the e d ito r ia l reveals. The deci
sion on w a r o r peace should nev
er res t w ith  Congress, the edi
to r ia l (states. W ith  the people 
who w i l l  do the  f ig h t in g  should 
rest the decision o f w a r o r not. 
T h a t is the  stand o f the s tudent 
editors.

Some o f the  a rtic les  in  the De
cember num ber are:

1. The Social R evo lu tion  and 
the N egro by  J. R. Johnson.

2. The A m erican  N egro  in  
P o litics  by  Jack Weber.

3. N egro  S lavery  in  the N o rth  
A fne rican  Colonies by  George 
Novack.

FIGHT AGAINST THE 
WAR;

They Alibi For 
Social Patriots; 
Insult Leninists

B y F E L IX  M O RRO W

To a ll ou r concrete ana lys is  o f th e ir  course, the 
S ta lin is ts  have a lw ays answered: “ The T ro ts k y is ts  
are fa sc is t agents.’ (N ow , presum ably, we are no 
longer th a t, b u t A ng lo -F rench  agents; ou r a lliances 
change always, in  the S ta lin is t p ic tu re , to  the opposite 
o f S ta lin ’s.) T h is  ‘answer’ has served them  as a sub
s titu te  fo r  specific answers on the issues we raise.

The N o rm an Thom as socia lis ts  have borrowed th is  
le a f fro m  the S ta lin is ts . To a ll ou r concrete analysis 
o f th e ir  course, the Thom asites answer: “ Bolshevism - 
T ro ts k y is m  leads to  S ta lin ism .”  H a v in g  said th a t, 
they  need no t answ er us (th e y  hope). The Lovestone- 
ites have evolved a s im ila r  fo rm u la  fo r  the same p u r
pose: “ T ro ts k y is m  is  in ve rted  S ta lin ism .”

In  th is , as in  so m uch else, the Thom as-Lovestone 
groups find  themselves in  the same cam p w ith  the 
dem ocra tic  w ar-m ongers. The Lou is W aldm ans, James 
Oneals, etc., have a lw ays ins is ted th a t Lenin, S ta lin  
and T ro ts k y  are o f one flesh. Thom as and Lovestone 
lend fu e l to  th a t f ire  fo r  the same reason th a t the y  
support the  p ro -w a r reso lu tion  o f the  A m erican  La bo r 
P a rty . They s im p ly  canno t conceive Of s tand ing  on 
th e ir  own feet. W here tw o  camps exist, they can 
conceive on ly  o f the ta c tic  o f jo in in g  one o r another. 
The fa c t th a t the tw o  camps o f any size in  the labo r 
m ovem ent are bo th  p ro -w a r camps— the H itle r -S ta lin  
w a r camp and the “ dem ocra tic ”  w a r cam p o f H i l l 
man, Lew is, Green e t a l— does no t de te r them  fro m  
th e ir  usual s tra te g y  o f jo in in g  one o f the camps.

To b u ild  the th ird  camp, w h ich  is today sm all in  
its  ac tua l existence, b u t the on ly  one w h ich  holds ou t 
a rea l fu tu re  fo r  h u m a n ity — the cam p o f re vo lu tion 
a ry  s tru g g le  aga inst w a r— th is  is beyond the m enta l 
and m ora l grasp o f the Thom as-Lovestone groups.

In  a series o f a rtic les  in  th is  paper, I  a ttem p ted  to  
engage these groups in  a serious discussion o f the 
concrete m eaning o f the s trugg le  aga ins t w a r. A  
num ber o f a rtic les  I  devoted to  the issues ra ised by 
the p ro -w a r reso lu tion  adopted by the A m erican  
Labo r P a rty , and in  o th e r a rtic les  dea lt 
w ith  the p ro -w a r positions adopted by the C IO  and 
A F L  conventions, the danger o f non-S ta lin is ts  who 
ca ll themselves revo lu tion is ts , y e t id e n tify  themselves 
w ith  d e m ocra tic -im pe ria lis t a ttitu d e s  to w a rd  the So
v ie t U n ion , etc. etc.; and on each concrete question I  
dealt conscientiously, i f  sharp ly , w ith  the fa lse  posi
tions w h ich, I  believed and sought to  dem onstra te , 
had been taken  on a ll these questions by  the Thom as- 
Lovestone groups.

Their "Answer" Avoids the Issue
The on ly  rep lies made by them  to  o u r detailed ana l

ysis has been:

1. The Call, Nov. 18, ca rried  a ha lf-co lum n a rtic le  
whose whole po in t is  contained in  its  t i t le :  “ T ro ts k y 
ism, a Chip fro m  the S ta lin is t B lo ck .”  I t  refers, to  
“ the v in d ic tive  m isrepresen ta tion ”  in  o u r press about 
the socia lis ts  and Lovestoneites, w h ich  “ is ra p id ly  
approach ing th a t o f the D a lly  W o rk e r in  its  o ld  T h ird  
Period days.”  In  the one sentence on the A L P  ques
t io n  in  the a rtic le  , i t  says th a t we hid  “ the fa c t  th a t 
th is  was no t made a m a tte r  o f d isc ip line  by  the A L P  
and socia lis ts  indorsed by  the  A L P  p u b lic ly  recorded 
th e ir  d isagreem ent w ith  th is  pos ition  . . .”

The fa c t  is, th a t w hen The C a ll f in a lly  broke its  
embarrassed silence on the Oct. 4 A L P  reso lu tion  
several weeks la te r, in  its  Oct. 28 issue, I  w ro te  an ad
d itio n a l a rtic le  dea ling  w ith  th a t "p u b lic ly  recorded”  
exp lanation.

I  po in ted ou t th a t  The C a ll d id  no t p r in t  the  resolu
tion , and w ith  good reason, fo r  its  descrip tion  o f the 
reso lu tion  continued to  be u t te r ly  dishonest. “ O f the 
fa c t th a t the fundam enta l m o tiv a tio n  o f the reso lu tion  
is p ro -A lly , The C a ll says n o t a word. O f the fa c t 
th a t the reso lu tion  denounces S ta lin  fro m  a dem ocra t
ic - im p e ria lis t s tandpo in t and fro m  no o th e r s tand
po in t, The C a li breathes n o t a h in t. O f the fa c t th a t 
the S oc ia lis t p a r ty  member, F ra n k  Crosswaith , A L P  
candidate, ‘expressed unqualified approva l o f the res
o lu tio n  as a w hole ,’ in c lu d in g  the sections suppo rting  
Roosevelt’s proposal to  l i f t  the embargo, The C a ll says 
no t a w o rd .”  In  previous a rtic le s  I  had analyzed , in  
considerable de ta il the con ten tion  o f the SP th a t i t  
was correct to  vote fo r  the a n ti-S ta lin is t section o f 
the reso lu tion, and had dem onstra ted th a t th a t section 
was w h a t its  au thors in tended i t  to  be: a w ar-m onger- 
in g  dec la ra tion  fo r  the dem ocra tic -im pe ria lis ts .

The C a ll “ answers,”  as I  said, by the m ethods em
ployed by the S ta lin is ts  to  avo id  answ ering us.

W ill Herberg Plods to the Rescue
2 . The Lovestoneite W orke rs  A ge  in d ire c tly  seeks 

to  answer us in  an a rtic le  (N ov. 4 ), “ The A L P  and 
the W a r Issue.”  I ts  a u th o r is  an ex trem e ly  ingenious 
fe llow , W ill Herberg. He is the a u th o r o f the cleverest 
defense ever made o f the M oscow tr ia ls — he d rew  an 
ana logy between the M oscow tr ia ls  and the  tr ia ls  o f 
the la t te r  days o f the F rench R evolu tion , tr iu m p h a n t
ly  asked who rem em bers today w h e the r the F rench 
tr ia ls  were tru e  in  de ta il, and concluded w ith  the 
p regnan t assertion th a t S ta lin  represented the co rrec t 
course o f H is to ry  and th a t was enough fo r  h im . I t  
is, the re fore , the m erest ch ild 's  p lay  fo r  H e rbe rg  to  
g e t around the A L P  reso lu tion.

The m a in  p a r t  o f h is a rtic le  consists o f a fr ie n d ly , 
in  fa c t com radely, discussion w ith  the  A L P  w a r
m ongers in  w h ich  he po in ts  o u t to  them  th a t  th e ir  
pos ition  in  sup po rt o f the w a r is inco rrec t. Then, 
w h ile  the reader is s t i l l  read ing— o r so he th in k s —  
a ll th is  is w h isked  away, and the reader, rub b ing  h is 
eyes, reads: “ I t  is m a n ife s tly  n o t on the  w a r question 
th a t the S ta lin ite s  are being ’purged,’ even though 
they  themselves and the T ro ts k y ite s  bo th  pre tend i t  
is ; i t  is  on the issue th a t the S ta lin ite s  are ‘b lind  
servants o f Russian in te rn a tio n a l ( fo re ig n ) po licy ,’ 
as the  A L P  reso lu tion  ve ry  p ro p e rly  pu ts it ,  and th a t 
th e y  fu n c tio n  as forces o f d is ru p tio n  w herever they 
are found .”

The consum m ate dishonesty o f the H e rbe rg  s le igh t- 
o f-hand w i l l  on ly  be apparent to  those w ho read the 
A L P  reso lu tion. The reso lu tion, ha v in g  declared its  
fundam enta l o rie n ta tio n  as p ro -A lly , then denounced 
the S ta lin is ts  fo r  “ th e ir  callous d is rega rd ”  o f the  fa te  
o f the democracies. T h a t was the crim e o f the S ta lin 
is ts  fo r  the dem ocra tic  w ar-m ongers, who, lik e  Leon 
B lum , had lived  a t peace w ith  the  S ta lin is ts  when they 
were in  the dem ocra tic  w ar-cam p.

A p a r t  fro m  these tw o  sentences, quoted above, the  
Thom as-Lovestone groups have m a in ta ined  a  d ign ified  
silence. F o r  th a ts  a ll they have w ith  w h ich  to  cover 
up th e ir  nakedness.


