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In order to force through Congress his “ neutrality”  legisla
tion liftin g  the embargo on arms, President Roosevelt per
petrated a fraud on the American people.

A  grave accusation? But here are the facts:
How did Roosevelt get a m ajority in Congress? By promis

ing and appending to the embargo-lifting proposal a provision 
that neither arms nor anything else would go to belligerents in 
American ships.

Here are the exact words used by the Democratic leader, 
Senator Barkley:

“ Whether it  be wheat, or corn, or tobacco, or shoes, or 
typewriters, or tanks . . .  or anything that can be recalled by 
mind o f man, it cannot be shipped to a belligerent nation or 
through a dager zone anywhere in the world in an American 
ship. . <. Because I want no war I  am supporting and propose 
to vote fo r a measure which involves the greatest sacrifice ever 
made by any nation in the history o f mankind in order to 
avoid war.”

AUTO BARONS MOBILIZE FASCIST 
GANGS AGAINST CHRYSLER UNION
S. W. P. Polls Anti-W ar Vote

Promise— And Performance
That solemn promise, embodied in the legislation, netted 

Roosevelt a majority.
Nobody hinted or dreamed of hinting that Roosevelt would 

not abide by his promise fo r at least a few weeks. But he 
didn’t.

During the very hours that this promise was being uttered, 
Administration spokesmen were scheming with the shipping 
interests to violate it.

Their scheme was— because the promise was so concrete—  
threadbare in its brazen dishonesty. I t  merely consisted o f 
transferring the registry o f American ships to the “ foreign”  
registry o f puppet Panama.

I t  now comes out that, in the midst o f the debate over the 
neutrality legislation, the Maritime Commission— Roosevelt’s 
appointees— had quietly approved such changes o f registry for 
seventeen tankers and two freighters and, four days before 
the enactment o f the Neutrality Act, had received the applica
tion fo r transfer of registry from the United States Lines, one 
o f the biggest North Atlantic operators.

Behind the Back of Congress
Nobody heard about this at the time. Because i f  the news 

had gotten around, Congress would never have dared to l i f t  
the embargo. The transfers o f registry were “ published” — no 
newspaperman heard about it— in the monthly bulletin o f the 
Bureau o f Navigation. The application of the United States 
Line remained a secret between the Maritime Commission and 
the shipping company.

Suppose Senator Barkley, in making that solemn promise, 
had added: “ But o f course the American ships can change 
their registry and thus continue to deal w ith belligerents.”  
Would the government have gotten a m ajority for lift in g  the 
embargo then? Not i f  the loud outcry from Congressmen who 
voted it, is any indication— let alone the reaction it  would have 
inspired in the American people.

Yet, last Monday, the Maritime Commission approved the 
United States Lines application. We challenge anyone to 
argue that these appointees o f Roosevelt could have made this 
move— as with the previous changes o f registry— without an 
understanding w ith Roosevelt.

American ships, carrying war materials to England and 
France, are certain to be torpedoed by German U-boats. That 
means a series o f “ incidents,”  such as happened in 1915 and 
1916 under identical conditions, and which enabled Wilson to 
drag us into war. Everybody understands this. That’s why the 
one popular item in the Neutrality Act was that which barred 
American shipping from the war zones. And that’s why 
Roosevelt is conniving to violate that provision. For Roose
velt is heading fo r war as fast as he can drag the American 
people along.

W aiting for the Storm to Subside
In  the face o f the widespread protests against the Maritime 

Commission’s action, Roosevelt had to order the Commission 
to hold up final approval until further investigation. Or, more 
accurately, until Roosevelt thinks the storm has subsided. For, 
according to the New York Times (Nov. 12) Roosevelt has 
already “ expressed the belief that the transfer would not im
peril American neutrality.”

W hy didn’t Roosevelt tell the country about this before the 
Neutrality Act was voted on? Because he couldn’t get the 
votes i f  he had told the truth. So he lied. He perpetrated a 
fraud.

Here is an instructive lesson fo r the American workers. 
When Roosevelt swears he is against American entry into the 
war, there is as much tru th  in his words as in his promise 
that American ships would be kept out o f war zones. When 
Roosevelt says he is not planning a war dictatorship, his 
tongue is in his cheek as it was when he signed the Neutrality 
Act.

Don’t trust a capitalist politician. That’s the simple but fun
damental lessor to be drawn from Roosevelt’s latest maneuver.

The Only Road to Peace
The only way to keep America out o f war is to take the 

control o f this country away from the capitalists and their 
politicians. There’s no short-cut to peace and security. There’s 
only the one road. Every strike, every struggle o f labor, car
ried to a successful conclusion, is a step on that road— if  we 
know where we’re going.

Shachtman Receives 
2,259 Votes in 
New York Election

N E W  Y O R K — 2,259 f ir s t  choice 
votes were cast by  B ro n x  bor
ough w o rke rs  fo r  M ax Shacht
man, c ity  council candidate o f the  
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty .

I t  was the f ir s t  tim e  th a t the 
S.W.P. had pa rtic ip a ted  in  a N ew  
Y o rk  election. Shachtm an’s cam 
pa ign was conducted on a  p ro 
g ra m  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  s trugg le  
aga ins t w a r, c a llin g  upon the 
class-conscious w o rke rs  to  u tiliz e  
the c ity  elections to  re g is te r th e ir  
opposition to  bo th  the ''dem ocra t
ic "  and the H tile r -S ta lin  w a r 
camps.

H ow  m any w o rke rs  voted fo r  
Shachtm an as th e ir  second, th ird  
o r  fo u r th  choices— fo u r  council- 
men are to  be elected fro m  the 
cause the ru les fo r  coun ting  the 
B ron x  —  w i l l  n o t be know n, bc- 
ba llo ts  do no t p rov ide  fo r  count
in g  beyond the f ir s t  choice votes 
fo r  those lo w e r down on the lis t. 
Shachtm an’s ba llo ts  were d is tr ib 
uted a f te r  the f ir s t  choice votes 
were counted, the  second choices 

Ion his ba llo ts  go ing p ra c tic a lly  
[a ll to  Sa lva tore  N in fo , A m erican  
La bo r P a r ty  candidate, who 
polled 40,000 f ir s t  choice votes. 
N in fo  was elected.

The C om m unist P a r ty  candi
date in  the B ro n x  polled 9,365 
f irs t  choice votes, a l l o f w h ich  

[ w en t upon d is tr ib u tio n  to  M ichae l 
Q u ill, S ta lin is t stooge ru n n in g  as 
an independent.

The fin a l coun t has no t ye t 
been completed. A  fu l l  s to ry  on 
the elections w i l l  appear in  the 
ne x t issue.

O ver five  thousand w o rkers  
signed the pe tition s  w h ich  secur

e d  S hachtm an’s place on the ba l
lo t. The B ro n x  B ranch  o f the 
SW P had done its  w o rk  so w e ll 
th a t a  T am m any challenge a t  the 
Board o f E lections fa iled  to  d is
lodge Shachtm an fro m  the ba llo t.

George L ym a n  Paine, SW P 
candidate in  M anha ttan , was r u l
ed o ff the b a llo t on a te ch n ica lity , 
as were a ll the C om m unist P a r ty  
candidates.

SEVEN TEAMSTERS'UNION LEADERS 
FRAMED BY F.B.I. IN SIOUX CITY

Progressive Unionists Had Borne Brunt 
In Organizing Over-the-Road Drivers

S IO U X  C IT Y , Io w a — The w a r 
o f the  F B I  aga inst organized la 
bor led to  the conv ic tion  o f seven 
Team sters U n ion  leaders here 
Nov. 3 by a hand-picked ju ry , and 
sentences o f tw o  years each in  
the p e n ite n tia ry  by Federal 
Judge Scott.

T rade unions th ro u g h o u t the 
N o rth  C entra l A re a  provided 
$5,000 bonds fo r  each o f the  de
fendants, as the la b o r m ovem ent 
prepared to  appeal to  the h igher 
cou rts  aga inst the  fram eup.

T h a t i t  was a fram eup  is obv i
ous fro m  the know n facts. In  
Ju ly , 1938, a tru c k  was damaged 
d u rin g  a S ioux C ity  bake ry  
s tr ike . The un ion charged the  in 
c iden t had been engineered b y  the 
em ployers to  influence pub lic  
op in ion aga inst the s tr ike rs . I t  
was a m in o r inc iden t and, w ith  
the  successful te rm in a tio n  o f the 
s tr ike , was fo rgo tte n . Hundreds 
o f such inc idents have been pass
ed by  lik e  th a t.

W hy the  F ram eup 
B u t the  team ste rs ' m ovem ent 

has been m a k in g  e x tra o rd in a ry  
headway in  the  N o rth  C entra l 
A rea , o rg an iz in g  the  unorganized. 
The locals in  S ioux C ity , Des 
M oines and Omaha, Nebr., con 
nected w ith  the bake ry  s trike , 
have been key lin k s  in  b u ild in g  
the new un ion ism  in  th is  tw e lve- 
s ta te  area, successfu lly bearing  
the b ru n t o f the em ployers’ a t
tack . A n  area c o n tra c t was re 
cen tly  signed, the sing le  docu 
m en t covering  350,000 over-the- 
road d rive rs  and helpers w ith  b ig  
increases in  wages and im p rove
m ents in  w o rk in g  conditions.

So the l i t t le  inc iden t o f the 
tru c k  was picked up by the Fed
era l Bureau o f In v e s tig a tio n — the 
G-men connected w ith  the U.S.

Behind the Lines
B y G EO RG E S TE R N

D e pa rtm en t o f Justice.
A n ti-L a b o r Police

W h a t was the  F B I  do ing in  the 
case anyw ay?  A f te r  the  n o to r i
ous P a lm er days o f the  po s t-w ar 
persecutions o f labor, the F B I 
was "re fo rm e d ”  under A tto rn e y  
General Stone. He prom ised th a t 
the  F B I  w ou ld  n o t be used 
aga ins t labor. The F B I  appeared 
in  no la bo r cases— u n til suddenly, 
d u rin g  the la s t few  m onths, a 
series o f cases has revealed th a t 
“ New  D ea l" A tto rn e y  General 
M u rp h y  has gone back to  the 
days o f the P a lm er ra ids fo r  his 
model. In  the M inneapo lis  W P A  
tr ia ls , in  persecutions o f the 
team sters in  W ashington, D.C., in  
a series o f cases be ing cooked up 
aga inst bu ild in g  trades unions a ll 
over the  coun tyr, the F B I has ap 
peared as the persecu ting  agen
cy.

W herever the y  can tu rn  a  case 
in to  one fo r  Federa l ju r is d ic tio n , 
the F B I  is m oving  in . The a lleg 
edly damaged tru c k  had crossed 
the s ta te  line, and th a t was 
enough excuse fo r  the F B I  to 
take  over the case.

W a lte r S tu ltz , p resident of. 
General D riv e rs  Loca l 554 o f 
Om aha; Lou is M ille r , 554 o rgan 
ize r; Jack  M aloney, H ow ard  
F ou ts  and R a lph Johnson, un ion 
officers and organ izers o f D rive rs  
Local 383 o f S ioux C ity ; F ranc is  
Q uinn, o fficer o f D rive rs  Loca l 90 
o f Des Moines, and E a r l Carpen
te r, fo rm e r office r o f Loca l 554, 
were the v ic tim s  in  th is  case.

L a b o r Defense O rganized
A  sta tew ide La b o r Defense 

Conference o f unions and friends 
o f la bo r has been called fo r  Des 
Moines, Dec. 3, according- to  the 
Des M oines F edera tion is t. O rgan
iz in g  the pro test aga ins t " th e  use 
o f the Federa l D e pa rtm en t o f 
Justice  as a  un io n -bu s ting  in s tru 
m e n t" and repeal o f the  Iow a  
C rim in a l Synd ica lism  la w  w i l l  be 
the aim s o f th e  Conference.

One Man Doesn't 
Hate War —  DuPont

Business is boom ing— fo r  the 
chem ica l corpora tions, backbone 
o f m odern w a r prepara tions.

E ig h ty -s ix  and a h a lf  m illio ns  
o f p ro fits  in  the f ir s t  nine m onths 
o f the yea r!

T h a t’s 53% h igh e r p ro fits  than  
la s t .year. T h a t’s because w a r 
p repa ra tions th is  yea r were 
stepped up th a t m uch above la s t 
yea r’s.

N e a rly  h a lf  the to ta l p ro fits  
in  the in d u s try  w en t to  the g ia n t 
w h ich  dom inates the fie ld— Du 
P on t— som eth ing over fo r ty  m il
lions. The o th e r pow der and 
chem ica l companies had to  be 
con ten t w ith  sm a lle r p ick ings, 
b u t p re tty  good p ick ings  a t tha t.

I t ’s a nice th in g  fo r  the fa t  
cats, th is  w ar.

G. Smith-Coughl in 
Enlisted in Drive to 
Smash A uto Union

Strikebreaking Mohawk Valley Formula Is 
Coupled with State Aims to Starve Men 
Into Submission; Workers Plan Resistance

EAST INDIAN 
TO SPEAK AT 
DEFENSE MEET

A d o lf H it le r  was recen tly  cred
ited  w ith  say ing : " I f  you w ish  to  
conquer by force, you m ust be 
strong . I f  you seek to  conquer by 
nego tia tion , you m us t be s tro n g 
er.”

Because he could n o t fu l f i l l  the  
cond itions o f th is  shrewd m ax im  
o f power po litics , S ta lin  has 
fa ile d  in  h is a ttem p te d  squeeze 
p lay  on F in land .

A s  in  the case o f h is d ip lo m a tic  
fa ilu re  w ith  T u rkey , S ta lin ’s 
th rea ts  have dw indled, fo r  the 
tim e  be ing a t least, to  newspaper 
b lus te r in  the  m ost approved H it -  

[le rian  sty le.
W ith  the im m edia te  ba ck ing  o f 

the three Scandinavian countries

t io n  o f A u s tr ia  and Czechoslo
vak ia . A c tu a lly , w h a t the  K re m 
lin  now  w a its  fo r  is  a new tu rn  
in  events w h ich  w i l l  enable i t  to  
resume its  crude ap ing  o f H i t le r 
ite  d ip lo m a tic  b lackm a il w ith o u t 
r is k  o f w ar.

F o r S ta lin , u n lik e  h is  a l ly  in  
B e rlin , is  com pelled to  shy lik e  a 
fr igh te ne d  m are fro m  such 
r isk , even when i t  comes fro m  so 
t in y  a foe as F in land . H is  s tra te 
gy  is  designed to  weaken the  oth 
e r powers to  h is own leve l o f  In 
se cu rity  in  hopes then o f becom 
in g  re la tiv e ly  strong .

So w h ile  the F in n ish  p o t con
tinues to  sim m er, S ta lin  m ay tu rn  
h is a tte n tio n  once m ore to  the

and the n o t inconsiderable m o ra l - B a lkans where the in te r-p la y  o f
support o f Roosevelt, F in lan d  
was able to  p u t up m ore res is t
ance to S ta lin  th a n  the B a ltic  
states could m uster.

The re s u lt was a  jud ic ious 
c lim b-dow n b y  the  K e rm lin . I ts  
demand fo r  a "m u tu a l assistance 
pact”  was dropped as were sev
e ra l o f its  te r r ito r ia l proposals. 
B u t  the  continued dem and fo r  a 
nava l base on the  n o rth  coast o f 
the  G u lf o f F in land , presum ably 
a t Hangoe, was refused by  the  

l F inns.
The nego tia tions were conse

quen tly  broken o ff and the  o ft-  
threatened bo lts  o f S ta lin is t 
lig h tn in g  ricocheted harm lessly  
across the pages o f P ravda  in 
stead o f descending upon the 
F inns.

In  M oscow the correspondents 
p re d ic t a le n g th y  cam paign o f 
pressure, m il ita ry  economic and 
jo u rn a lis tic , s im ila r  in  s ty le  and 
tem po to  the  press w ars  waged 
by  G erm any p r io r  to  the absorp-

B r it is h , I ta lia n , and G erm an in  
fluences o ffe r a f r u i t f u l  fie ld  fo r  
inexpensive in te rven tion .

The o n ly  ba r here is now the 
A n g lo -F ra n co -T u rk ish  pact w h ich  
opens the Dardanelles to  the  B r i t 
ish in  case R um an ia is  attacked. 
T h is  the Russians were unable to  
prevent, because the T u rks  
sh rew d ly  w ith d re w  th e ir  bets 
fro m  the Russian board and 
placed them  on the B r it is h  fleet 
instead.

B u t w h a t the K re m lin  m ay try ,  
in  co llusion w ith  the  Reich o r 
w ith o u t it ,  is  a bloodless advance 
in to  the B a lkans w h ich  w il l  fa l l  
ju s t  sho rt o f fo rc in g  A llie d  in te r 
vention. S im ila r ly , the  nego tia 
tions w ith  Japan are lik e ly  to 
proceed a t a  fa s te r tempo.

B u t r ig h t  now, s it t in g  s ilen t 
behind the  K re m lin  w a lls , S ta lin  
know s he Is no th in g  b u t a  papier- 
m ache Sph inx. H e doesn’t  w a n t to  
le t  anybody ge t near h im  w ith  a 
m atch.

TROTSKY SECY 
ESCAPES GANG

8— One 
a

M E X IC O  C IT Y , Nov. 
o f Leon T ro ts k y ’s secretaries, 
refugee fro m  H it le r ’s persecu
tions, n a rro w ly  escaped violence 
a t the  hands o f S ta lin is t hood
lum s a t a mass m ee ting  called in  
honor o f the O ctober R evo lu tion  
when he was recognized by 
M rs. A lice  G. H a rris , ostensib ly 
an A m erican  to u r is t  b u t also an 
avowed pa rtisan  o f S ta lin  and 
the M oscow T ria ls .

M rs. H a rr is  had succeeded in  
g a in in g  an in te rv ie w  w ith  T ro ts 
k y  tw o  m onths ago th rou gh  
le tte r  o f in tro d u c tio n  g iven her 
under m isapprehension as to  her 
true  p o lit ic a l beliefs by a person 
com ple te ly  w o rth y  o f the  confi
dence o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n 
al.

D u r in g  the in te rv ie w  M rs. 
H a rr is  declared th a t T ro ts k y  
was g u ilty  o f e ve ry th in g  Prose
cu to r V ysh in sky  had accused 
h im  in  the M oscow T r ia ls  in c lud 
in g  th a t o f be ing in  league w ith  
H itle r .  (T h is  *w as before the 
S ta lin -H it le r  p a c t!)

A t  the mass m eeting, w h ich  
was packed w ith  S ta lin is ts , she 
a ttem p te d  to  in c ite  phys ica l ac
t io n  aga inst the secre ta ry  whom  
she had recognized. B u t her 
Spanish was so m ixed w ith  E n g 
lish  th a t the S ta lin is ts  could no t 
understand her, g iv in g  the secre
ta r y  tim e  to  m ake h is  w ay 
th rou gh  an ex it.

A l i  Khan, leader o f the In d ia  
W e lfa re  League; Theodore Bek- 
os, a refugee fro m  Greece; M il-  
ton  W inston , labo r lw a ye r; and 
J. R. Johnson, N egro  au thor, 
w i l l  be the fo u r  guest speakers 
a t an open m eeting  o f the A m e r
ican Labo r A id , to  oe held F r i 
day, Novem ber 17, a t 8:15 p.m. 
a t the C u ltu ra l Center, 125 W. 
33rd S treet, Room 201, in  M an
ha ttan .

M r. Khan, who was rece n tly  
arrested as a re s u lt o f h is a c t iv i
ties on beha lf o f H in d u  aliens, 
w i l l  rev iew  his case and its  im 
p lica tions. M r. Bekos w il l  g ive 
an account o f refugee w o rk  in  
Greece s im ilia r  to  th a t  done in  
th is  c o u n try  b y  the  A m erican  
La bo r A id . M r. W inston , who 
has acted as a tto rn e y  fo r  the 
A L A  in  m any o f its  cases, w i l l  
te ll o f the  m any a rrests  made in  
connection w ith  an ti-C ough lin  
ac tiv itie s , and how  the cases 
were fough t.

M r. Johnson, au tho r o f the  re
ce n tly  published "W h y  Negroes 
Should Oppose the W a r,”  as w e ll 
as m any o ther books and pam ph
le ts, w i l l  ou tlin e  a p ro g ra m  o f 
ac tion  by  w h ich  the N egro  can 
f ig h t  fo r  social and p o lit ic a l 
equa lity .

The A m erican  L a b o r A id  is 
the successor to  the A m erican  
F und fo r  P o lit ic a l P risoners and 
Refugees. I ts  purpose is to  g ive 
a id  to  w o rk ing -c lass  prisoners, 
bo th in  th is  c o u n try  and abroad!

HOODLUMS RAID 
C.P. MEETING 
IN DETROIT

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

D E 1 R O II,  Nov. 13 The Chrysler corporation is open
ing all the sewers o f reaction to smash the union of the 55,000 
automobile workers they have locked out o f the plants.

Ihe rats are out in the open, from Gerald K. Smith, the 
ranting fascist spieler down to Pat McCartney, goon and gun
man of the M artin  rump union and probably stool-pigeon of 
the corporation. Ih e y  are well-heeled with company cash and 
company blackjacks.

A fte r five weeks o f hedging and stalling in conference 
looms, the fact now sticks out like a big sore thumb that the 
merry-go-round ride the corporation has been giving the 
U A W -C IO  is part o f the deliberate strike-breaking Mohawk 
Valley formula.

°  Full-page company ads have 
been appearing in local papers 
over the weekend blasting the 
union with all the open-shop 
arguments Chrysler’s publicity 
agents could dig out o f the 
files.

P am ph le t A tta c k s  U n ion 
A  la rge  pam ph le t re p r in t in g  a ll 

the ye llow  scab a rgum ents 
aga inst the C h rys le r w o rke rs  
fro m  t lie  e d ito ria ls  appearing  in  
the boss press n a tion a lly , has 
been m ailed to  a ll business and 
professional men. Lodged w ith  
ba llyhoo abou t a lleged "s low 
downs” , abou t “ sov ie tiza tion ”  
p lans o f the au to  un ion to  take  
con tro l o f p roduction , the obv i
ous purpose o f the pam ph le t is  
to w h ip  up a lyn ch  s p ir it  o f so- 
called “ pu b lic  sen tim en t”  aga inst 
the au to  w orkers.

The co rp o ra tion  pu ts  the 
squeeze on the C h rys le r dealers 
who are fr ig h te n e d  to  death  by 
ha rd-boiled th rea ts  and a  s ta te 
m en t appears in  the press d r ip 
p ing  w ith  com pany s lim e aga ins t 
the un ion men. The unorganized 
dealers, a t the m ercy  o f the  co r
po ra tion , a re  made to  appear as 
the  in d ig n a n t "p u b lic ”  su ffe rin g  
fro m  un ion " te r ro r is m ” .

A  M rs. S h ind le r is  dragged ou t 
o f he r ra t-ho le  to  appear on the 
Dodge p ic k e t line  c a llin g  on 
C h rys le r w o rke rs  to re tu rn  to  
w o rk . T h is  M rs. S h ind le r is  p ro b 
ab ly  on the  p a y ro ll o f the  corpo
ra tio n  fo r  the specific jo b  o f o r
gan iz ing  a “ b a ck -to -w o rk ”  m ove
m en t by in c it in g  the w ives o f 
C h rys le r w o rke rs  aga ins t the 
union.

Cops Arrive Just in 
Time to Be Late; 
Workers Slugged

D E T R O IT — F o llo w in g  closely 
on the heels o f o ffic ia l announce
m ents by  the D e pa rtm e n t o f 
Justice  th a t  “ p a tr io t ic ”  c itizens 
keep a steady v ig ila nce  on “ sub
vers ive”  groups, bands o f A m e r
ican Legionnaires, aided by the 
Veterans o f F o re ign  W ars  and 
goons fro m  the H om er M a r t in  
au to  w o rke rs  union, descended 
on a  m ee ting  o f the  C om m unist 
P a r ty  in  th is  c ity  la s t F r id a y  
n ig h t, N ov. 10, severe ly in ju r 
in g  seven w o rke rs  and sending 
a t leas t tw o  persons to  the hos
p ita l in  a c r it ic a l condition.

The S ta lin is t m ee ting  had been 
called a t F in n ish  H a ll to  hear 
W ill ia m  Z. F os te r speak on the  
tw enty-second ann ive rsa ry  o f 
the  Russian R evo lu tion . Soon a f 
te r  the m ee ting  began, f i f t y  A m 
erican Leg ion  p icke ts  appeared 
outside the  h a ll c a rry in g  signs 
decla ring , "Save A m erica— L iq 
u ida te the  Reds,”  "Send These 
B olsheviks B ack  to  Russia,”  and 
s im ila r  a n ti- la b o r slogans.

(Continued on Page S)

Curran Approves Fink  
Schools for Seamen

A  long step in  the reg im en ta 
t io n  o f m e rchan t m arine  sea
men and the crush ing  o f th e ir  
independent un ion  o rg an iza tio n  
was taken  by  Roosevelt’s M a r i
tim e  Com m ission th is  week. 
“ T ra in in g  bases”  are to  be es
tab lished by  the  M a r it im e  Com
m ission and operated b y  the 
Coast G uard  w ith  the  a im  o f 
sup p lan tin g  the  un ion ha lls  and 
p ro v id in g  docile scab labo r fo r  
the  shipowners. Roosevelt has 
long been know n to  fa v o r ths  
p lan and his fo rm a l ap p rova l is 
m e re ly  a m a tte r  o f tim e.

These " t ra in in g  bases”  have 
been in  opera tion  fo r  tw o  years 
b u t they have suffered fro m  one 
defect— an uno ffic ia l boyco tt on 
the p a r t  o f bona fide seamen. 
T h a t d id  no t p reven t bases fro m  
supp ly ing  scab labor, a long w ith  
the ra ts  rec ru ited  fro m  Com m is
sion F in k  ha lls, to  b reak the  re 
cent ta n k e r s tr ik e  fo r  S tandard  
O il on the  E a s t Coast.

The C u rran  leadersh ip  o f the 
N M U  have become the open ag 
ency o f the f in k  com m ission in  
he rd ing  unem ployed and h u n g ry  
seamen, beached b y  the  so-called 
N e u tra l ity  B il l,  in to  the Coast 
G uard  camps. The camps hold 
o u t the  te m p ta tio n  o f three 
square m eals a  day and $36 per 
m on th  and C u rran  counts on the 
em p ty  be llies o f the  seamen ov
e rcom ing  th e ir  f irm  sup po rt o f 
independent un ionism .

Open announcem ents and ap
peals fo r  re g is tra tio n  in  the 

t ra in in g  bases”  are d a ily  made 
over the  “ m ik e ”  a t the N M U  
ha ll. Seamen are "u rged  to  spend 
the w in te r  in  com fo rtab le  su r
round ings.”  C u rra n  has com 
p le te ly  fo rg o tte n  the  demand he 
made a t th e N ovem ber 8th  J o in t 
M em bersh ip M ee ting  fo r  W P A  
jobs fo r  seamen. The P ilo t, o ffi
c ia l organ o f the  N M U , has re-

( Continued on Page 3)

Social S ecu rity  Denied 
W h ile  the  corpora tion  concen

tra te s  on propaganda, the s ta te  
a d m in is tra tio n  uses m ore fo rce 
fu l m ethods to  s ta rve  the w o rk 
ers in to  subm ission. W ith  the  ex
ception  o f one vote— th a t o f the  
P resident o f the M ich iga n  Fed
e ra tion  o f Labor, John Reid— the 
S ta te  Social S ecu rity  Board  re 
fuses to g ra n t a  d im e ’s w o rth  o f 
com pensation to  the 55,000 C h ry 
s le r w orkers . On the spurious 
grounds th a t  the  C h rys le r w o rk 
ers are invo lved in  a  " la b o r d is 
pute ’ th e ir  r ig h t fu l com pensation 
is denied. J u s t how  th is  squares 
w ith  g ra n tin g  10,000 B rig g s  
w o rke rs  unem ploym ent insurance 
— locked o u t ju s t  as the C h rys le r 
w o rke rs— is n o t made clear. B u t 
th is  Board  needn’t  exp la in  such 
"s m a ll”  p o in ts — a fte r  a l l C h ry 
s le r’s m ilfiohs  are invo lved, and 
th a t should be reason enough.

H and in  hand w ith  the  S ecu rity  
Board, the w e lfa re  a u th o ritie s  are 
jo in in g  in  to  m ake the securing  o f 
re lie f tough  fo r  the  C h rys le r 
w orkers. They are undoubtedly 
recom m ending some o f  G overnor 
D ickenson’s knee-action to  the 
Good L o rd  as a  sub s titu te  fo r  po
tatoes and beans.

How ls fo r "S trong-A rm ”
N o t everybody agrees w ith  

Dickenson. The s tro n g -a rm  po l-
( Co « tin  ned en P ag e S)
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The im portance o f la bo r u n ity  

Is emphasized every tim e  any 
k in d  o f a m ee ting  between C IO  
and A F L  offic ia ls is reported in  
the  press by the prom inence g iv 
en to  those reports.

A nd  when P resident Roose
v e lt ’s conference w ith  John L . 
Lew is  and W illia m  Green was an
nounced i t  n a tu ra lly  was given 
w idest p u b lic ity . F o r  th is  was a 
ve ry  im p o rta n t m eeting.

E ach week th a t  b ring s  Roose
v e lt ’s de te rm ina tion  to  p a r t ic i
pa te in  the second w o rld  w a r to  
a  s trong e r convic tion , also em 
phasizes th a t the continued r iv a l
r y  and s tru g g le  between the la 
bo r o rgan iza tions d is rup ts  the  
plans o f the w a r m achine. Th is 
has o ften  been expla ined in  p rev
ious colum ns in  the  S oc ia lis t A p 
peal.

Since “ uno ffic ia l”  in te rve n tio n  
by  Roosevelt th ro u g h  M adame 
P erk ins  ' b ro u g h t no resu lts, 
Roosevelt took the b u ll by  the 
horns and sumomned Lew is  and 
Green to a conference.

W ill Lewis Agree?
Proposals- fro m  the W a r De

p a rtm e n t to the C IO  and the 
A F L  on the ro le o f unions in 
w a r tim e  had been studied by the 
labo r ch ie fta ins . A  genera l p ic 
tu re  o f these proposals is g iven 
by R obert B endiner in  the cu rre n t 
issue o f The N a tion .

“ In  the M -D a y  p rev iew  now 
show ing before an exclusive au
dience o f trade  un ion executives, 
the p rog ram  fo r  la b o r is re lia b ly  
held to  look  som eth ing lik e  th is : 
F ir s t  an em ergency period w i l l  be 
procla im ed, even before the dec
la ra tio n  o f w a r, du rin g  w h ich  the 
P resident w i l l  suspend the p ro 
vis ions o f the W a lsh -H ea ly  A c t, 
w h ich  requires the m aintenance 
o f specific la bo r s tandards in  the 
m anu fac tu re  o f products bought 
by  the federa l governm ent. D u r
in g  th is  period, and subsequently, 
the E m p loym en t Service, now re 
moved fro m  the ju r is d ic tio n  of 
the La bo r D e pa rtm e n t and 
placed under the supervis ion of 
Pau l V. M c N u tt, w i l l  become a 
key agency, geared to  d is tr ib u te  
and fu rn is h  adequate supplies of 
sk ille d  la bo r to  a ll w a r indus tries  
and to  preven t its  d ive rs ion  in to  
arm ed forces.”

War Dictatorship
O u tr ig lf t  c a p itu la tio n  to  these 

to ta lita r ia n  —  and shock ing  a l
though  no t s u rp r is in g - -proposals 
o i the W a r D e pa rtm en t would 
sound the death kn e ll o f un ion in 
dependence, and expose Lew is 
and Green beyond a ll repa ir.

However, a lready a section o f 
the  A F L  and the C IO  leaders 
have accepted in  p rin c ip le  the 
ideas o f the m ilita r is ts . The b las t 
o f the N a vy  D e pa rtm en t aga inst 
the  C IO  re flects its  a g g ra va tion  
a t the  resistance i t  has thus  fa r  
m e t fro m  -part o f the  top  CIO  
circle.

Is  i t  a wonder th a t Lew is  en
te red  the  W h ite  House w ith  tre p 
id a tio n ?  A nd  th a t he was ve ry  
s ile n t a fte r  the conference, in  
m arked con tra s t to  h is  bom bastic 
u tterances a f te r  the  conference 
la s t S pring  w ith  Roosevelt and 
Green ?

Roosevelt ta lke d  cold tu rk e y  to  
the labo r leaders a t the con fe r
ence la s t week. L a s t S p ring  he 
tr ie d  to  use a b ig  s t ic k  b u t i t  
d idn ’t  have m uch w e ig h t behind 
it .  F o r th a t was in  the  p re -w a r 
period. N ow  Lew is and Green u n 
derstand, i f  the y  had any doubts, 
the  deadly seriousness o f the 
Roosevelt demand fo r  la bo r u n ity  
behind h is  w a r program .

C lubb ing was n o t necessary fo r  
Green. He has ind ica ted  o ften  
enough th a t  he is ready to  serve 
as an agen t o f the  w a r machine 
a t any tim e. B u t Lew is  has been 
a bad acto r, as h is  La bo r D ay 
speech ind icated. Lew is  is m ore 
sub ject to ra n k  and file  pressure. 
H is  coolness and re luctance to  
the Roosevelt p ro g ra m  has been 
obvious.

N ow  comes the b ig  test. W il l  
Lew is  t r y  to  outdo Green? Seek 
to  u t iliz e  the  plans o f the  W a r 
D e pa rtm e n t to  estab lish h im se lf 
as the ch ie f lieu te nan t o f the A r 
m y  w ith in  the la b o r m ovem ent? 
O r can the  ranks  o f the C IO  p u t 
on m ore pressure and fo rce  L e w 
is  to  res is t the rea c tio n a ry  p ro 
posals o f Roosevelt. Can the  C IO  
c a ll fo r  labo r u n ity  aga ins t the 
w a r p rogram , instead o f be ing 
fo rced in to  a  u n ity  behind the 
p ro g ra m ?  T h is  is the v ita l issue 
before the A m erican  la bo r m ove
m en t today.

The fu tu re  o f the  la bo r m ove
m en t rests on its  accepting  the 
road o f s tru g g le  aga ins t the 
Roosevelt w a r  plans, u n it in g  be
h ind  a  p ro g ra m  o f m il ita n t  ac tion  
to  preserve its  libe rties , advance 
its  o rgan iza tion , and ob ta in  its  
r ig h ts  in  co llec tive  ba rga in ing .

Labor and 
The Second 
W orld War
By J. R. Johnson

V I I
The failures o f Russia, the degradation o f Russia, are in 

the last analysis due to the failure of the workers o f the 
world to establish socialism. Had countries like France, 
Britain, Germany, and the United States followed the road 
to collective ownership and planned economy, what they 
would have done in twenty years would not only have lifted 
the workers and the entire population o f these countries 
to undreamt o f heights of social well-being and equality. I t  
would have prevented the emergence o f such a hydra-head
ed monster as the Stalinist bureaucracy and its corrupt 
spawn, the Browders, the Fosters, the Fords, and their 
kindred throughout the world.

Those who have studied the true causes o f the rise and 
decline o f Soviet Russia know that its history is an argu
ment not against, but for socialism, an indictment not of 
collective ownership and planned economy but o f the chaos 
o f capitalism. I t  is capitalism that, using the cowardice and 
selfishness o f the Stalinist bureaucrats, has managed to 
stave off victorious revolution and slowly drags the Soviet 
Union down into the blood and muck of world imperialism.

W ithout the socialist revolution in one or more o f the 
advanced countries, Soviet Russia is doomed. That is the 
key to the understanding of Soviet Russia, yesterday, to
day, and tomorrow. No wonder that Lenin in the five years 
o f his working life  as ruler o f the country publicly repeated 
this profound truth little less than fifty  times.
Against War Means For Socialism

From all the above it follows that the struggle against 
war is the struggle against capitalism for the socialist so
ciety. The workers must fight against their own capitalists 
at every turn— in the factories, in the legislatures, against 
the W P A  cuts, against the anti-alien bills, against the arma
ment budgets whether large or small, against Roosevelt’s 
foreign policy, against his ceaseless propaganda that Amer
ica must prepare for a war in defense o f “ peace”  and “ de
mocracy.”  Any concession to the capitalists on any front 
means just so much more freedom for them in their relent
less drive to war. I f  war does come, the word w ill go forth 
that we must have “ national unity”  against aggressor. Then 
more than ever it w ill be necessary to continue resistance, 
legal and illegal.

The masses may be swept into the war. But those who 
recognize the true nature o f imperialist war, though they 
may have to submit for a period, must never for a moment 
relax their opposition, but continue to seek ways and means 
o f influencing the masses against the war. For history 
shows us that though the people, under the stimulus of 
fright, propaganda, and mass hysteria, may enter a war, 
the strain that it imposes upon them is such that revulsion 
soon begins. This can culminate, as it has culminated be
fore, in a determination to sweep away those responsible 
fo r the slaughter, the suffering, the privation. In their rec
ognition o f the real enemy at home, they forget the sup
posed enemy abroad. That is what we must work for.

The revolutionary fighter against imperialist war must 
remember that it was not the statesmen who brought the 
last war to a conclusion. I t  was the revolutionary workers 
o f Russia who, by the Russian revolution o f 1917, made 
the first great break in the war. And the German workers, 
by their revolution against the Kaiser and his government, 
brought the 1914-1918 war to an end.
The Sham Fighters Against War

I f  the workers do not succeed in stopping Roosevelt from 
dragging us into the war, who w ill do it? Many so-called 
anti-war groups and persons tell the masses it is they who 
w ill. Test them all by their stand on the capitalist system. 
I f  they are not fighting to overthrow it, they belong to 
capitalist society and are in the camp o f the enemy. Isola
tionists like Senator Borah fill the public press. But it  is 
the finance-capitalists like Morgan who decide, and when 
they give the word and Roosevelt drags the people in, 
Borah w ill not call upon the workers to stop Roosevelt. 
He and his kind w ill say, “ M y country, right or wrong,” 
and support the war with the rest.

The labor leaders like Lewis and Green follow Roosevelt 
like the trained lap-dogs that they are. In Germany, in 
Britain, in France, when the last war came these pampered, 
well fed, capitalist-aping lackeys called the workers to the 
colors. And in 1939 as in 1914 they have shown once more 
that as long as they can sit in the offices, draw their fat 
salaries, visit the best hotels in the company of “ good 
society,”  they have no quarrel w ith  capitalism and w ill 
support their imperialist masters in whatever way they are 
told to. Look for a moment at their record.

In  1918-1920 the capitalist system was rocking in Eu
rope. The capitalists, utterly discredited, were hated by m il
lions o f workers and farmers in every country. A ll that 
was needed w’as resolute leadership. But these labor leaders, 
who had talked about socialism for twenty years or more, 
went to the rescue o f capitalism and, having the confidence 
of the workers, preserved instead o f overturning the sys
tem. The capitalists le ft them in control for a time and, 
when the revolutionary energy of the workers had been dis
sipated, rewarded the social-democrats w ith the fascist 
terror. Against fascism as against war the labor leaders 
were helpless, and fo r the same reason. W ell paid and com
fortable under the capitalist system, they work to preserve 
it, w ith the resulting ruin o f both them and the workers 
who follow them. In  America as elsewhere the social-demo
crat leaders support capitalism. They must be bracketed 
with the imperialist war-mongers and fought on the war 
issue without quarter.

(Continued in Next Issue)

S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L

The Last Time the Stalinists 
Peddled That “Radical” Line, 
The Nazis Took Power . . .

B y G EORGE C L A R K E
W hen a m edicine m an "m akes 

a p itch ,”  as the y  say in  the c ir 
cus vernacu lar, h is one hope is 
th a t the crow d has changed fro m  
the  day before. A f te r  a ll, the 
poor sucker w ho purchased a 
bo ttle  o f colored w a te r to  cure 
diabetes o r an In d ia n  herb to 
cure a sk in  in fection , is  n o t lik e 
ly  to  g ive the  fa k ir  a fr ie n d ly  
reception, c e rta in ly  he w on ’t  b ite  
the second tim e.

B u t when the g rea test m edi
cine m an in  the  h is to ry  o f ou r 
tim es, the S ta lin is t leadership, 
brazen ly set up shop a t the same 
old stand fo r  a second tim e, a 
lo t  o f people e ith e r th ro u g h  ig 
norance o r th ro u g h  design pass 
o ff h is wares as the rea l a rtic le . 
A nd  the com m od ity  be ing ped
dled here is n o t some harm less 
pa ten t m edicine, b u t a poisonous 
p o licy  th a t has de livered the 
w o rke rs  in to  c a p ita lis t s lavery  
on every con tine n t o f th is  planet.

W e are n o t addressing o u r
selves here to  the o ffic ia ls  and 
leaders o f the  C om m unist pa rty . 
They know  be tte r. They no t on
ly  know  w h a t the p o licy  was be
fo re  th is  recent tu rn  and before 
th a t change o f line, b u t they 
know  w h a t the po licy  o f the 
C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l was un 
der Len in  and T ro ts k y , when the 
In te rn a tio n a l was revo lu tiona ry . 
These S ta lin is t o ff ic ia ls  are cyn
ica l and co rru p t. They are 
bought o f f  a t  so m uch a week 
and they  know  how to  serve the 
boss. They t r y  to a lib i a defeat 
in to  a g lo rious  v ic to ry : the y  seek 
to  m ake the fou les t o f treachery  
look lik e  heroic re vo lu tio n a ry  ac
tion . W e w on’t  waste ou r tim e 
w ith  the p itchm an, b u t we’d like  
to ta lk  to  his audience.

Thousands o f revo lu tiona ry  
w o rkers  in  theh C om m unist P a r
ty  s incere ly  believe th a t a fte r  
M o lo tov ’s speech in  M oscow and 
B row de r’s speech in  Boston, the 
C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l has 
made a genuine tu rn  tow a rd  a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  po licy . They be
lieve th a t now the Com m unists 
w i l l  wage an uncom prom is ing

s trugg le  aga inst cap ita lism  and 
fo r  socialism .

T H E  “ N E W  L IN E ”
IS  O LD  S T U F F

W h a t m ost o f the new fo llo w 
ers o f the C om m unist P a r ty  do 
no t know  is th a t the cu rre n t 
wares o f S ta lin ism  were peddled 
once before to  the  w o rke rs  o f 
Europe and A m erica— w ith  fa ta l 
consequences.

The yea r 1929 m arked a com
plete g y ra tio n  in  the line  o f the 
S ta lin is t In te rn a tio n a l. C a p ita l
ism, the y  announced, had en te r
ed its  “ th ird  period,”  and was 
b re a th ing  its  la s t gasp. The 
w o rke rs  were engaged in  a va'st 
“ re vo lu tio n a ry  upsurge.”  The 
task  o f the C om m unist P arties  
was set fo r th  as the conquest o f 
power.

G erm any, i t  was declared, was 
a t the ve ry  cen ter o f  th is  revo
lu tio n a ry  strugg le . A n  o ffic ia l 
reso lu tion  declared th a t  “ o f ex
cep tional im portance  to  the  fa te  
o f the  re vo lu tion  in  Europe and 
the whole w o rld  is the revo lu 
tio n a ry  upsurge in  G erm any."

A nd  th a t was a tru e  enough 
sta tem ent. The new economic 
cris is  th a t broke loose in  1929 
h it  G erm any m ost o f a ll. G erm an 
economy had never fu l ly  recov
ered fro m  the depression i t  had 
sunk in to  fo llo w in g  the w a r. M il
lions were unemployed. The m id 
dle class was discontented and 
restive. Cabinets were made and 
remade in  qu ick  order. The labo r 
organ izations, the Social Dem 
ocra tic  and the C om m unist pa r
ties, p iled up huge votes run n ing  
in to  s ix  and seven m illio ns  each 
fo r  the w o rke rs ’ parties. Each 
election saw a g re a te r sw ing  to  
the le ft.  I t  was tru e  -there was 
a re v o lu tio n a ry  s itu a tio n  in Ger
m any. H ow  d id  the S ta lin is t pa r
ty  m eet th is  s itu a tio n ?

W H A T  S T A L IN  D ID  TO 
T H E  G E R M A N  W O R K E R S

The fa te  o f the G erm an w o rk 
ers was c le a rly  in  the hands o f 
the C om m unist P a rty . No class 
conscious w o rk e r expected any
th in g  b u t compromise, be traya l

and de feat fro m  the Social Dem 
ocra tic  P a rty .

B u t s t i l l  m illio n s  o f w o rkers  
fo llow ed the Social D em ocra tic  
P a rty . T h e ir  p a r ty  num bered a 
m illio n  members. The trade  un 
ions under th e ir  con tro l a lm ost
5.000. 000. They po lled up to
7.000. 000 votes in  the elections. 
B efo re  the  w o rke rs  could estab
lish  th e ir  ow n ru le  in  G erm any, 
i t  was indispensable th a t the  in 
fluence o f these c o rru p t leaders 
over the labo r m ovem ent be 
broken.

The issue was a t hand. G er
m an la bo r was menaced w ith  
des truc tion  by  the  r is in g  fasc is t 
hordes o f H itle r is m . The w orkers  
clam ored fo r  u n ity  and fo r  a 
s trugg le  to  the death aga inst 
th is  menace. The Socia l Dem o
c ra tic  leaders had no th in g  to  o f
fe r  b u t the pious hope th a t  “ Ger
m any was no t I ta ly ”  and an 
a rm fu l o f reso lu tions “ deplor
in g ,”  and “ v ie w in g  w ith  a la rm .”

The C om m unis t leaders had 
the m agn ificen t o p p o rtu n ity  to 
fo rce  the  bureaucra ts o f the  la 
bor un ions and the  Social Dem 
ocra ts  to  the w a ll w ith  a con
crete p ro g ra m  fo r  un ited  action  
aga inst the fa sc is t gangs. The 
course o f th is  s trugg le  on the 
im m edia te issues w ou ld  have 
soon b ro u g h t the  whole la b o r 
m ovem ent square ly  before the 
issue o f who was to  ru le  in  G er
m any. I t  w ou ld  have smashed 
the Fascis ts  lik e  an e g g sh e ll-- 
as Goebbels la te r  ad m itte d  could 
have been done w ith o u t d iff ic u l
ty-

B u t the C om m unis t leaders 
d id  no th in g  o f the k ind . E v e ry 
th in g  the y  d id  was designed to 
d iv ide  the w orkers , to  p i t  com 
m un is t w o rke rs  aga ins t social 
dem ocra tic  w orkers . In  no case 
to  u n ite  com m un is t and social 
dem ocra tic  w o rke rs  aga ins t the 
fascists.

They began w ith  the  insane 
theory  th a t social - dem ocracy 
was the tw in -b ro th e r o f fascism . 
F ro m  th a t i t  fo llow ed th a t  the 
m ain  enem y o f the w o rke rs  was 
no t the fasc is ts  b u t the social 
dem ocrats. They pronounced 
T ro ts k y ’s p rog ram  o f un ited  
f ro n t  “ coun te r - re vo lu tio n a ry ," 
and expelled fro m  the  p a r ty  an y 
one who advocated it .

T H E  “ U N IT E D  F R O N T  
O N L Y  F R O M  B E L O W ”

In  the trade  unions, the w o rk 
ers were abandoned to  the ten
der m ercies o f the bureaucrats. 
A l l  o f the  m ilita n ts  were w ith 
d raw n  in to  a pure "re v o lu tio n 
a ry ”  trade  un ion organ iza tion  
dom inated by  the C om m unist 
P a rty . The in ev ita b le  resu lt was 
the d iv is ion  o f the la bo r m ove
m ent, the  Social Dem ocracy 
do m in a ting  the  trade  unions and 
the re fo re  the em ployed w o rke rs  
in  the fac tories . O n ly  the unem 
ployed fo llow ed the C om m unist 
P a rty .

On the streets and in  the ac
tions aga ins t the B row n  S hirts , 
the m ovem ent was d iv ided as 
w ith  a kn ife . The social demo
c ra tic  w o rke rs  were called upon 
to  q u it  th e ir  o rgan iza tions and 
jo in  a “ red un ited  f ro n t  fro m  
below.”  (D im itro v  now revives 
th is  slogan.) N a tu ra lly  th e y  did  
no th in g  o f the k in d  a lthough  
the y  w ou ld  have e a g e rly . en te r
ed a com m on fro n t  th a t respect
ed th e ir  o rgan izations.

Then, as i f  de lib e ra te ly  in te nd 
ed to  enhance the d is tru s t and 
suspicion o f social dem ocra tic 
w o rke rs  in  C om m unis t leader
ship, the S ta lin is t gang jo ined 
w ith  the  fasc is ts  in  1931 in  P rus
sia  in  w h a t came to  be know n as 
the in fam ous “ red re ferendum ”  
to  oust the  socia l dem ocra tic  
P russian governm ent.

W h ile  th e  Fascis ts  g re w  in  
num bers and in  boldness, the 
S ta lin is ts  continued to  p lay  in to  
th e ir  hands by th e ir  d iv is ive  tac
tics  o f "S ocia l fasc ism ." The So
c ia l D em ocra tic  leaders could 
h a m s trin g  the  s tru g g le  o f the 
w o rke rs  aga ins t fasc ism  by  c it 
in g  the record o f the Com m un
ists. A n d  the record was ro tten . 
In  the Reichstag, Remmele, the 
C om m unist fra c tio n  leader, 
made h is no torious speech: “ We 
are n o t a fra id  o f the fa sc is t gen
tlem en. They w i l l  shoot th e ir  
b o lt qu icke r tha n  any o th e r gov
e rnm en t.”  L e t the  fa sc is t take 
power, we w i l l  come n e x t! T h is  
was how the loud “ revo lu tio n 
a ry ”  line  o f S ta lin  w o rked  o u t in  
practice.

D isorien ted b y  the tac tics  of 
S ta lin ism , the w o rke rs  rem ained 
passive and quiescent in  face o f 
the  fa sc is t th re a t. H it le r ’s B row n  
S h irts  g re w  in  s treng th , unm o
lested, lik e  a snow ball ro llin g  
dow nh ill. They became m ore a r 
rogan t, m ore ru th less. U n t i l  on 
a fa te fu l day in  Jan ua ry  1933, 
H indenburg— the hero o f the so
c ia l dem ocra ts— called H it le r  to  
the chancellery.

The Fascists had a rrived . T h is  
was the  la s t chance fo r  the 
“ re v o lu tio n a ry ”  ac tion  the  S ta l-

A n Unusual Opportunity 
Offered Workers in 
Marxist School Courses

The F a ll T erm  o f the M A R X IS T  SCHOOL, w h ich  begins on 
M onday, Nov. 20, offers the  prospective studen t a splendid oppor
tu n ity  to  ge t the M a rx is t v iew po in t on a num ber o f the im p o rta n t 
problem s o f the day.

W e urge a ll student» to reg is te r a t once. R e g is tra tio n  can be 
made a t the  L a b o r Bookshop, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  C ity , 
between 1 and 6 p.m. o r  by w r it in g  to  the  same address In  care of 
the M a rx is t  School. A l l  courses con»lst o f 6 sessions and cost one 
do lla r pe r course. Some scholarships are ava ilab le  fo r  unemployed.

The fo llo w in g  is the schedule o f courses:
I .  H O W  C A P IT A L IS M  O P E R A T E S  T O D A Y

M ondays, 7:15 p.m .-8:40 p.m.
H . S O C IA L IS M  A N D  W A R

Mondays, 8:50 p.m .-10:15 p.m.
H I .  T H E  D E S T IN Y  O F  T H E  NEG RO

Tuesdays, 7:15 p.m .-8:40 p.m.
IV . E L E M E N T S  O F  S O C IA L IS M

Tuesdays, 8:50 p.m .-10:15 p.m.
V . O R G A N IZ IN G  LA B O R

Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m .-8:40 p.m. 
T H E  W A R  D E A L  IN  A C T IO N

Wednesdays, 8:50 p.m .-10:15 p.m.
A L L  C LASSES W IL L  B E  H E L D  A T  T H E  W O R K E R S  C U L 

T U R A L  C E N TE R , ROOM 201, 125 W E S T  33rd ST., N. Y . C.

V I.

A n n o u n c in g

t l i e  o p e n i n g  o f  t l i e

M  o d e rn  B o o k s k o p
27 UNIVERSITY PLACE 

NEW YORK, N. Y
T e le p h o n e  G R a m e rc y  3 -0 9 1 7

a ro u n d  N o v e m b e r  18
*

F u l l  L in e  o f  B o o k s  on L a b o r ,  

P o lit ic s ,  E co n o m ics  
♦  *

T h e  C e n te r o f  P o l i t ic a l P a m p h le ts  o f  

a l l  shades o f  o p in io n

Dr id  b t#rop m and browse around
L A T E S T  F IC T IO N

Lending Library Greeting Cards

WORKERS’ FORUM
“ LO N G  L IV E  T R O T S K Y ,”
S A ID  G E R M A N  W O R K E R S
Dear com rade:

There is a typo g rap h ica l e rro r 
on the f ro n t  page o f the  N ovem 
ber 3rd issue o f the  S oc ia lis t A p 
peal (V oi. I l l  No. 84) w h ich  
could have p o lit ic a l significance.

In  the s to ry , “ The F lam e of 
R evo lu tion  S t il l B u rns  in  G er
m any,”  w h ich  quotes the Sept. 24 
re p o rt o f the  B e rlin  correspondent 
o f the P aris  Tem ps as to  the un 
derground re v o lu tio n a ry  a c t iv ity  
cu rre n t in  the b lacked-ou t c itie s  
o f Germ any, the red-bordered 
p lacard found by the  N a z i police 
on num erous w a lls  in  the old 
C om m unist sections o f B e rlin  is 
quoted by  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l as 
read ing: “ D ow n w ith  H it le r  and 
S ta lin !”

The slogan as reported by the  
P aris  Temps a c tu a lly  read: 
“ Down w ith  H it le r  and S ta lin ! 
Long  L ive  T ro ts k y !”

A s the  readers o f the S oc ia lis t 
A ppea l w i l l  rea d ily  grasp, the re  
is m ore than  a  s lig h t d ifference 
in  the tw o  slogans.

Com radely,
JO S E P H  H A N S E N

P O L IS H  E X -S T A L IN IS T S  
C O N T IN U E  P R E V IO U S  L IN E
E d ito r:

I t  is te r r ib ly  sad to  see the 
P o lish  - A m erican  w orkers, who 
fo llow ed S ta lin ’s A m erican  ag
ents u n t il the invasion o f Poland, 
flee fro m  S ta lin ism  d ire c tly  to 
c a p ita lis t reaction. Ins tead  o f 
ca llin g  on the p ro le ta r ia t to 
b r in g  abou t the  in te rn a tio n a l 
revo lu tion , w h ich  w ou ld  b r in g  
federated soc ia lis t repub lics in  
Europe, am ong them  the Socia l
is t  Republic o f Poland, they are 
c ry in g : Revenge on S ta in , sup
p o rt the A llies , no class s trugg le  
now, we w a n t to  bu ild  a s trong  
Polish State, and a f te r  th a t we 
sha ll ta lk  abou t class s trugg le .

W e heard these id en tica l words 
a f te r  the la s t W o rld  W ar. M a rsh 
al P u lsudsk i ta lke d  lik e  th a t. 
H u n g ry  fo r  the independence o f 
th e ir  na tion , the  Polish masses 
believed him .

Poland is a poor coun try . Over 
90% o f its  popu la tion  eked o u t a 
liv in g  fro m  p r im it iv e  a g ric u l
tu re . To m ake the s to ry  short, 
the whole burden o f b u ild in g  a 
g re a t m il i ta ry  m achine was 
th ro w n  on the shoulders o f the 
a g r ic u ltu ra l and in d u s tr ia l p ro 
le ta r ia t, over w hom  there ru led a 
semi - d ic ta to rs h ip  o f  c l e r g y ,  
landed a ris to c ra cy  and police. 
A nd  a t the  end o f th is  road . . . 
the  dom ina tion  o f Poland by  H i t 
le r.

The P olish a rm y  officers are 
now  im prisoned in  Rum ania. 
The F rench  and B r it is h  im p e r
ia lis ts  don’t  w a n t them  freed, 
fo r  the P olish a rm y  officers, i f  
a t  lib e rty , m ig h t expose the 
treacherous fa ilu re  o f the  A ng lo - 
F rench to  fu l f i l l  th e ir  prom ises 
to  Poland. The A ng lo -F rench  
are spread ing fa lse  rum o rs  about 
the  im prisoned P olish offic ia ls, 
and have organized a puppet 
P o lish  governm ent in  Paris. 
Some e ig h ty  m illio ns  o f Polish 
go ld  were transp o rted  before the 
collapse and are in  the  hands o f 
the B r it is h  and F rench  govern
ments. Those im prisoned  cannot 
defend themselves, so the  im p e r
ia lis ts  and th e ir  reac tiona ry , 
c le rica l agents have an easy job  
o f it .

I t  is  n o t m y  in te n tio n  to  de
fend the P olish a rm y  officers, bu t 
even th e y  are no t rea c tion a ry  
enough fo r  the A ng lo -F rench . 
C e rta in ly , when w o rke rs  g ive 
he lp to  thef P o lish  “ governm ent”  
in  Paris, the y  are n o t p ro m o tin g  
the cause o f the  la bo r m ovem ent. 
Y e t th a t  is  ju s t  w h a t the  ex- 
S ta lin is ts  are doing. The degen
era te  top  agents o f the  K re m lin  
— Brow der, Foster, Radw anski, 
Gebert, K ow a lsk i, etc.— so pois
oned the m inds o i these w o rkers  
th a t  they cannot d is ting u ish  
r ig h t  fro m  w rong , a bourgeois 
in te re s t fro m  the  in te res ts  o f the 
w o rk in g  class. W hen lis t in g  the 
crim es o f the S ta lin is ts , th is  one 
should n o t be fo rgo tte n .

S. D zieng ie lew skl 
D ick inson  C ity , Pa.

Bundle paym ents f 6r  the So
c ia lis t Appea l have been slow  in  
recent weeks w ith  several o f the 
la rge cities. I t  is im p e ra tive  th a t 
the various agents and P a rty  
u n its  proceed ve ry  q u ic k ly  to 
m ake sub s tan tia l paym ents on 
th e ir  bundle accounts, o r the  So
c ia lis t A ppea l w i l l  find  its e lf  in  a 
m ost d iff ic u lt  and acute s itua tion .

The M anagem ent has exercised 
unusual leniency w ith  several o f 
the de linquen t accounts on these 
m a tte rs , b u t a  pu b lic  adm on ition  
is hereby g iven th a t, unless pa y 
m ents are fo rth c o m in g  fro m  
those de linquen t accounts, th e ir  
bundles w i l l  be c u t off. The u n its  
need no t be named here, since 
the y  have been advised by  m a il 
o f the s itua tion .

The P h ilade lph ia  organ iza tion  
is now  m a k in g  special e ffo rts  fo r  
S oc ia lis t A ppea l c irc u la tio n  and 
to  liq u id a te  its  b ills .

The F l in t  B ranch, F . D a rt, 
A gen t, has m oved n ice ly  recen tly  
in  c irc u la t in g  the paper, and now 
th a t several o f its  m em bers are 
em ployed again, expects to  be 
able to  increase the c ircu la tio n .

The Los Angeles organ iza tion  
recen tly  c u t its  bundle order, b u t 
nevertheless im provem ent can be 
reg istered, because both the  c ir 
cu la tion  o f the S oc ia lis t Appeal 
and The N ew  In te rn a tio n a l are 
now on a m uch sounder and su r
er basis.

M inneapo lis  and St. P au l are 
m a k in g  ano the r d rive  to  ob ta in  
new subscrip tions and renewals, 
re a liz in g  th a t bu ild in g  the  c irc u 
la tio n  o f the  press is a  m ost im 
p o rta n t task  a t the presen t tim e.

In  Youngstow n, S oc ia lis t A p 
peal sales recen tly  have no t been 
so good, la rg e ly  because, the com 
rades w rite , the  headlines in  the 
recent issues dea lt w ith  problem s 
in  loca l areas. However, Comrade

in is ts  had p ra ted  so lo u d ly  about. 
Soon the  fasc is ts  w ou ld  ride  over 
the sku lls  and bones o f the 
G erm an w orkers. B u t the S ta lin 
is ts  l i f te d  n o t a f in g e r o f res is t
ance! The leaders had th e ir  pass
ports . The w o rke rs  were aban
doned to  the fa te  o f concen tra
t io n  camps. The C om m unis t P a r
ty  collapsed lik e  a  house o f 
cards.

The cold fa c t was th a t  S ta lin  
had helped H it le r  to  power. A s 
T ro ts k y  p u t i t :  “ S ta lin  he ld the 
s t ir ru p  fo r  H it le r  to  m ou n t the 
w h ite  horse.”

N ow  the m edicine m an is  back 
aga in  w ith  the  same k in d  o f 
poison- in  his bo ttle . Y este rday ’s 
poison w ith  a re v o lu tio n a ry  label 
on the  b o ttle  gave the G erm an 
w o rke rs  the  w o rs t reaction  h is
to ry  has ever know n. Today’s 
poison, labe l the same, w i l l  g ive 
the w orkers , i f  th e y  sw a llow  it ,  
reac tion  on a  w o rld  scale.

Dawes w rite s  th a t th e y  w i l l  s t i l l  
be able to  dispose o f th e ir  o rder 
o f 100.

The Chicago o rg an iza tio n  is 
fo llo w in g  up a ll con tacts fo r  con
tr ib u tio n s  to  the  press.

The recen tly  organ ized A n n  
A rb o r  u n it  has placed an o rder 
fo r  20 copies re g u la r ly  o f the  pa
per.

The Colum bus u n it  o f the Y.P. 
S.L. is  now m a k in g  renewed e f
fo r ts  fo r  the m agazine and the 
S oc ia lis t A ppea l and hopes to  as
s is t in  im p ro v in g  the  precarious 
pos ition  o f the press.

Subscrip tions were slow  in  re 
cen t days, 16 new subscrip tions 
hav ing  reached the N ew  Y o rk  o f
fice and 7 renewals as fo llow s :

Re-
New  newal

New  Y o rk  C ity  . . . .  4 —
N ew  H aven .............  2 1
M inneapo lis  .............  1 2
Los A n g e le s ........... 2 —
Chicago .................... l  _____
Cleveland ................. . 1  —
Glen E lly n , 111........ 1 —
W ellesley, M a s s ... . .  1 —
Rochester .................. 1 —
E vansv ille  ...............  1 —
H ouston .................... 1 —
A n n  A rb o r  ...............  1
St. L o u is .......... l
P it ts b u rg  .................. l
St. Pau l .................... l

T o ta l ...................16 7
In  New  Y o rk  C ity , p a r tic u la r ly  

In  the  B ronx, the comrades are 
confident o f increas ing  the  c irc u 
la tio n  o f the  S oc ia lis t Appea l. The 
m em bership o f the B ro n x  B ranch 
a ll entered ve ry  a c tiv e ly  in to  the
recent e lection cam paign fo r
councilm an and d is tr ib u te d  and 
sold the  paper w ide ly . The vote 
fo r  M a x  Shachtm an fo r  counc il
m an is in d ica tive  o f th e ir  e ffo rts , 
and the comrades are v e ry  confi
dent o f be ing able to  fo llo w  
th ro u g h  on the  election resu lts  
and ob ta in  m any readers fo r  -our 
press.
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The Negro in Steel
W e m ust ge t some general conception o f the  ro le the N egro 

w o rk e r has played and p lays in  in d u s try  in  th is  coun try . We have 
f ir s t  to  recognize th a t the race question, the co lo r question, p lay  
th e ir  p a rt. B u t we m ust see be low  the surface o f th in gs  and recog
nize th a t  the co lo r question is n o t decisive. I t  is  n o t the fa c to r  w h ich  
p lays  the g reatest p a rt. U n t i l  we understand th a t, we cannot o rg a 
nize fo r  s trugg le  and p lan ou r cam paigns. W e have n o t o n ly  to  
understand i t  bu t m ust have i t  deeply rooted in  ou r m inds as the 
basis o f a l l ou r th in k in g . Q uite  recen tly  an able s tudy has appeared 
on the N egro  w o rke r. I t  is called “ B la ck  W o rke rs  and the  N ew  
Unions,”  w r it te n  by  Horace C ayton and George M itch e ll. W e sha ll 
use i t  h e av ily  in  these a rtic les  on the  N egro ’s role in  in d u s try , and 
we recom m end a tho rough  s tudy  o f the book to  a ll w o rke rs , w h ite  
and black.

F ir s t  the  N egro  comes in to  the steel in d u s try  as a s tr ik e 
breaker. F ro m  1875 to  1914, whenever the w h ite  c a p ita lis t w an ts  to  
break the neck o f w h ite  w orkers , he sends fo r  Negroes, m ost o ften 
to  the  South ,and uses them  aga ins t the  w o rke rs  o f h is ow n color. 
F o r the g re a t steel s tr ik e  in  1919 the w h ite  ca p ita lis ts  b ro u g h t in  
30,000 Negroes. F o r  these cap ita lis ts , the  race question was c e rta in ly  
n o t the  m a in  question.

Negroes Enter Industry
T h is  sending fo r  Negroes to  help b reak the  s trugg les o f the 

w h ite  w o rke rs  was p a r t  o f the general economic m ovem ent o f the 
tim es— the m ig ra tio n  o f ove r a  m illio n  Negroes to  the N p rth . Thus 
in  the A llegheny d is tr ic t  o f P ennsylvan ia  in  1910, the re  were 100 
N egro  steel w o rke rs , in  1915 there  were 2,500, in  1916 the re  were 
8,325, in  1923, there  were 16,000.

A s an o ffic ia l o f the  Carnegie Steel Com pany said in  an in te r 
v iew  g iven to  Messers C ayton and M itc h e ll on J u ly  6 , 1934:

A s  fa r  as I  am  concerned I  believe th a t the N egro  has been a 
life save r to  the Steel com pany. W hen w e have had la b o r disputes o r 
when we needed m ore men fo r  expansion we have gone to  the  South 
and b ro ug h t up thousands o f them. I  don’ t  know  w h a t th is  com pany 
w ould  have done w ith o u t Negroes.”  (B la c k  W orke rs  and New 
Unions, P. 7.)

On the whole, between 1890 and 1930, the  num ber o f Negroes in  
the  iron , steel, m ach inery  and vehicle industries, increased fro m  less 
tha n  25,000 to  250,000.

The Dirty Work for the Negro
W h a t so rt o f jobs d id  Negroes ge t in  the  in d u s try ?  N a tu ra lly  

n o th in g  b u t the  unskilled , the low est paid, the m ost unpleasant jobs. 
Between 1910 and 1930 the N egro  made l i t t le  progress in  g e ttin g  
the  b e tte r k in d  o f job. Take fo r  instance the w o rk  in  b las t furnaces 
and s te e l-ro llin g  m ills . In  1910 there  were between 45 Negroes ou t o f 
every 1000 w o rk in g  as laborers in  these industries. In  1930 there  
were 85. Thus the num ber o f Negroes a lm ost doubled. B u t i t  was 
ch ie fly  la bo re r’s jobs th a t the Negroes got. In  1910 o u t o f every 1000 
laborers, 69 were Negroes. In  1930, there were 165 Negroes ou t o f 
every 1000. B u t whereas in  1910 there were 29 Negroes ou t o f every 
1000 sk illed  w orkers , in  1930 there  were on ly  40. Thus 96 m ore la 
borers go t jobs, p ro p o rtio n a lly , b u t on ly  11 sk illed  w orkers . T h a t is 
a p o in t we have to  keep ou r eye on. A s fo r  office jobs there  were 3 
Negroes ou t o f every 1000 in  1910, and o n ly  one o u t o f every 1000 
in  1930.

A l l  the nasty  jobs are fo r  the Negroes. B u t here aga in  we m ust 
have some h is to rica l perspective. A l l  the  w h ite  groups, A m erican  
born and fo re ig n  bora, d isc rim in a te  aga inst the Negroes. B u t the 
A m erican -born  w h ites  d isc rim in a te  aga inst the fo re ign -bo rn  w h ites. 
The A m erican  born  usu a lly  take  a ll the best jobs fo r  themselves and 
the bosses encourage them . (F o r the boss loves, how he loves to  sec 
the w o rke rs  d ivided.)

Discrimination Among Foreign Born
B u t th a t is no t a ll. Even the “ fo re ign e rs ”  d isc rim ina te . S ix ty  o r 

seventy years ago I r is h  d id  a ll the d ir ty  w o rk . A f te r  a generation 
they moved up in  the  scale and the Poles, Czechs and o th e r cen tra l 
Europeans did  m ost o f the d ir ty  w o rk  in  th e ir  tu rn . The Negroes 
came la s t in to  the in d u s try  and so qu ite  n a tu ra lly  Poles, Czechs, and 
these la te s t im m ig ra n ts  d id  to  Negroes w h a t the  I r is h  haul done to 
them. The bosses n a tu ra lly  encouraged th is . The class-conscious 
w o rke rs  tr ie d  to b reak i t  down. O n ly  whereas the A m erican -born , 
Ir is h , and C en tra l E uropean w o rkers  were a ll w h ite , the y  could ge t 
tog e the r m ore q u ic k ly  as w o rke rs  than  th e y  could get tog e the r w ith  
Negroes.

Was the Negro an Inferior Worker?
W as the N egro  an in fe r io r  w o rk e r?  The bosses a t one tim e  used 

to  say so, b u t as they found  i t  necessary to  use the N egro  m ore and 
more, they changed th e ir  tune. Take th is  in te rv ie w  w ith  a B u ffa lo  
superin tendent o f a steel p la n t:

“ W e found m ost o f them  good w orkm en. There  a re  some 
who are poor, b u t in  general they a re  good men. I  don’t  see any 
d ifference between the races.”

O r th is  s ta tem en t by the  assis tant superin tendent o f a  steel 
p la n t in  C leveland:

“ Some o f th e  ve ry  best w o rke rs  we had were Negroes— I  
w i l l  say th a t  the  colored are on a p a r w ith  the  w h ite .”

Take th is  fro m  a S uperin tendent o f S a fe ty  and W e lfa re  in  
Homestead, Pa:

“ The Negroes th a t  we b ro u g h t up are superio r to  the  w h ites  
th a t  we b ro u g h t in . W e g o t one group o f w h ites  fro m  K en tucky  
H ills  d is tr ic t.  They were ju s t the  poor w h ite  trash  and were no 
good a t  a ll. W e also g o t a  sh ipm ent o f w h ites  fro m  around B u f
fa lo  b u t th e y  were ju s t  r if f - ra f f .  The Negroes are superio r to  
them  as w orkm en and m ora lly . A lso  I  believe the y  are be tte r 
ph ys ica lly .”  (B la ck  W orke rs  and N ew  Unions, P. 35.)

W here d id  the w h ite  bosses learn  th is?  They w ou ldn ’t  have said 
i t  tw e n ty  years ago. Some o f them  deny the N egro 's  capac ity  up to  
today. B u t on the  whole they have been d riven  by economic neces
s ity  to  accept the N egro in  the in d u s try  and then to  recognize th a t 
he can do the job  as w e ll as any other.

B u t the w o rke rs  were hav ing  a m uch longer tim e  to  recognize 
the  Negro. F ir s t  i t  seemed to  them  th a t being w h ite  m eant a b e tte r 
chance to  ge t a  job  and a  be tte r-pa id  job. W h ich  was true , though  
i t  w asn ’t  the whole tru th .  A nd  secondly, a lthough  the w h ite  bosses 
were forced to  recognize the  a b il i ty  o f the  Negro, they d id  n o t go 
ou t o f th e ir  w a y  to  he lp  the w orkers , w h ite  and b lack, to  overcome 
the prejudices. F o r them  to  do th a t w ou ld  have been suicide. I t  
w ou ld  have m eant the u n ity  o f b lack  and w h ite  w orkers , w h ich , fo r  
the bosses, is the beg inn ing  o f the  end. So in  some p la n ts  Negroes 
and w h ites  continued to  be segregated in  the lunch-room . In  another 
p la n t the com pany b u ilt  a sw im m ing  pool w ith  m oney collected fro m  
bo th  w h ite  and b lack  and they p ro h ib ited  the b lacks fro m  us ing  the 
pool. In  G ary, Ind iana , the  U n ited  S tates Steel Com pany to o k  i t  
upon its e lf  to  see th a t Negroes were kep t o u t o f a l l the m un ic ipa l 
pa rks  except one.

B y  th is  means the com pany aimed a t  keeping the  Negroes and 
w h ites  in  the p lan ts  d ivided. The superin tendent and o ffic ia ls  o f the 
p la n t a c tu a lly  to ld  the  N egro w o rke rs  th a t i f  the y  used a ce rta in  
p a rk  they w ou ld  lose th e ir  jobs. W h y  ? E v e ry  w h ite  w o rk e r and N e
g ro  w o rk e r should ask h im se lf th is  question and th in k  over i t  u n t il 
he g o t the answer. W h y  were the  bosses so anxious to  p reven t 
N egro  w o rke rs  and th e ir  w ives and ch ild ren  fro m  using a p a rk  along 
w ith  w h ite  w o rke rs  and th e ir  fam ilies?  W as i t  because the bosses 
loved the  w h ites  so m uch th a t th e y  w anted to  save them  fro m  N egro 
con tam ina tion?  B u t since w hen have bosses been so concerned abou t 
w h a t happens to  w o rke rs  a f te r  the y  leave w o rk  ? The reason is ob v i
ous. The boss w anted  to  keep them  apart.

N a tu ra lly  the  w h ite  w o rke rs  should have opposed th is  im m e
d ia te ly , should have demanded th a t  the Negroes be allow ed to  use 
w hateve r p a rk  they w anted, should have ins is ted upon it .  B u t the 
w o rke rs  are no t as qu ick  as the bosses a t seeing these th ings . They 
see them  in  tim e, however. In  succeeding a rtic le s  we sha ll see how 
the w h ite  s tee l-w orke rs  as a whole, recognizd the necessity o f co
op e ra ting  w ith  th e ir  N egro  b ro thers  in  in d u s try . W e sha ll have to  
note p a r t ic u la r ly  w h y  they recognised it ,  and how th is  recogn ition  
expressed its e lf.

(C on tinued  f ro m  P age 1)
itic ia n s  are beg inn ing to  h o lle r 
fo r  n ig h t s ticks  and r io t  squads. 
O ver the a ir  goes the voice o f 
R epresentatv ie C lare E. H o ffm an, 
m outhpiece o f the auto barons in  
W ash ing ton : “ E n fo rce  the  la w  by 
le tt in g  those m en w ho w a n t to  
w o rk  go th rou gh  the C hrys le r 
p icke t lines.”

In  the m eantim e, the corpora
tion  is go ing  ahead fu l l  b las t o r
gan iz ing  the v ig ila n te  and fasc is t 
mobs to  be used fo r  purposes o f 
s tr ik e b re a k in g  a t the f ir s t  fa v o r
able op po rtu h ity . A  b ig  m eeting  
is organised fo r  G erald S m ith  in  
the O lym p ia  stad ium . The papers 
ba llyhoo the m ee ting  to  f i l l  the 
ha ll w ith  a b ig  an ti-u n io n  mob. 
S m ith  ran ts  aga ins t the U n ited  
A u tom ob ile  W orke rs  and aga inst 
"com m un ism ” . On the same p ro 
g ram  are P a t M cC artney  and 
W ill ia m  N ow ell, posing as la bo r 
leaders bu t s p illin g  the fa m il ia r  
un ion-busting  line  th a t a lw ays 
parades under the name o f 
"A m e rica n ism ”  and "p a tr io t is m ” .

M a r t in  Goons w ith  S m ith
N ow e ll sp illed  his gu ts  about 

hav ing  been a m em ber o f the  
C.P., about a  t r ip  to  the  U.S.S.R. 
he had taken  financed by  the 
S ta lin is t p a rty . He fo rg o t to  te ll 
th a t he had jo ined the Lovestone- 
ites a f te r  leav ing  the C.P. I t  
m ig h t be added th a t the  on ly  ser
vice M cC artney  a f te r  saw  in  the 
service o f la bo r was squeeling on 
m il ita n t  w o rke rs  before the  Dies 
Com m ittee o r s lu gg ing  them  on 
p icke t lines. M cC artney and N o w 
e ll are organ izers fo r  H om er M a r
t in ’s A F L  union.

H om er M a r t in  has ju s t  an 
nounccd an 'o rga n iz ing  d rive ”  in  
hte C h rys le r p lants. The on ly  
men he w il l  organ ize w i l l  be scabs 
and s trikebreakers.

W ho is fina nc ing  G erald S m ith  
who hgs suddenly appeared on 
the scene w ith  u n lim ite d  re 
sources? F o r the la s t few  
m onths S m ith  has been dodg ing 
process servers a ll over the coun
try .  The hotel keepers are t ry in g  
to  co llect b ig  unpaid b ills .

\y h y  the sudden in te res t o f fa s 
c is t F a th e r Coughlin  in  the C h ry
s le r lo cko u t?  Yesterday the fas 
c is t p r ie s t w en t on the a ir  to  de
nounce the corpora tion  and the 
union w ith  “ equa l”  vehemence. A  
d ir ty  d iscred ited nam e— w h a t o f 
i t?  I ts  another voice in  the back 
to -w o rk  cam paign.

AN EDITORIAL
When American Legionnaires and other hoodlums attacked 

a public forum o f the Communist Party in Detroit, last F r i
day night, they did so w ith the assurance that it  was in line 
with the Roosevelt government’s policy. For that was the 
meaning o f the Federal government’s indictment o f the head 
o f the Communist Party on a patently flimsy technicality.
The government was putting the Communist Party outside 
the pale, and reactionaries everywhere are taking the hint.

The assault on the meeting was, o f course, facilitated by 
the growing isolation o f the Communist Party. Its brazen 
justification o f the H itler-Stalin alliance has branded it among 
workers as a tool o f the Ilitle r-S ta lin  war camp. Tens of 
thousands o f workers, formerly friendly to it, feel nothing but 
hatred for this agency o f Cain-Stalin. How else explain the
attack o f the hoodlums— these creatures are scarcely daring__
unprecedented, certainly, since Detroit became a stronghold 
o f the labor movement.

war

Gangs Invade C.P. M ee ting  
The gangs o f reaction  are be

in g  g iven free  p lay  in  th is  c ity  to 
beat and te rro r iz e  a ll m il ita n t  
w o rkers  and create a m ore fa v o r
able atm osphere fo r  s tr ikeb rea k  
ing. T h is  gang made its  appear
ance on the scene la s t F r id a y  
when a m ob o f 5,000 hooligans 
led by  P a t M cC artney set upon 
w o rke rs  a tten d in g  the Com m u
n is t P a rty  m ee ting  here.

A l l  o f the p re lim in a ry  steps o f 
the M ohaw k V a lle y  F o rm u la  in  
c re a tin g  “ pub lic  sen tim en t”  and 
o rgan iz ing  v ig ila n te  gangs have 
now been taken. The open s tr ik e 
b reak ing  moves come next. B u t 
here the corpo ra tion  w i l l  find  i t  
is  ove rp lay in g  its  hand.

Despite the w eak p u b lic ity  o f 
the un ion and the fa ilu re  to  issue 
any d a ily  s tr ik e  b u lle tin  to  coun
te ra c t the propaganda o f the  cap
i ta l is t  press, the fig h tin g  s p ir it  
o f the w o rke rs  w i l l  bo il over a t 
the f ir s t  ove rt s tr ike b re a k in g  
move. M ore than 500 p icke ts  ap
pear a t the gates o f the Dodge 
p la n t da ily . The p icke t line  has 
been res tr ic ted  to th is  num ber 
because o f the adm on ition  o f un
ion leaders in s tru c tin g  w o rkers  
to s tay aw ay fro m  the  line  so as 
no t to  in te rfe re  w ith  th e ir  rece iv
in g  social insurance. The f irs t  
s trugg le  w i l l  see the lines swell 
w ith  in v in c ib le  power.

Part of Roosevelt's War Drive
We have previously condemned the increasingly generalized 

attack by the government on the Communist Party, and the 
latest incident serves to underline the importance o f this prob
lem. The government is attacking the Communist Party as 
part of the government’s drive to crush all real opposition to 
America's entry into the war. The Stalinists are being at
tacked, first and most prominently, precisely because the Com
munist Party today meets with so little sympathy in the labor 
movement. But this attack is paving the way fo r attacks 
against all anti-war militants and against all labor militants 
who w ill resist the regimentation o f labor by the war machine.

Browder and his mates are o f course reaping what they 
have sown. The Stalinists, up to the S ta lin-IIitle r pact, were 
the most vociferous supporters o f Roosevelt and his war 
preparations. They covered up every attack that the govern 
ment made against labor. They tried to create a lynch spirit 
against all anti-war elements. Their present attempt to pose a< 
anti-war martyrs is poppycock. They remain war-mongers 
with this difference: they are now whooping it up for the 
camp to which Roosevelt is opposed.

Only Labor Can Cleanse Labor
I t  is not for the sake o f the Stalinists, but for the sake o f 

t le labor movement and the real anti-war fighters that cal 
upon the working class to condemn and oppose the legal 
illegal pogroms launched against the Stalinists.

We are for cleansing the labor movement o f the poison o f 
Sta mism but that’s labor's own job, which cannot be farmec 
out to the government, reactionary hoodlums or, for that 
matter, to John L. Lewis and W illiam  Green. Only the con
scious, democratic action o f the rank and file o f labor can out 
an end to Stalinism.

I t  is necessary to emphasize sharply this fact, because there 
is a dangerous tendency in certain sections o f the labor move
ment to refuse to condemn the persecution o f the Communist
Rarty. For example, the Socialist Party organ declares editor
ially :

I t  (the Socialist Party) does not believe that the 
present legal difficulties o f Browder and his men are civil 
liberties or labor issues. Not any more than the legal d if
ficulties o f F ritz  Kuhn, Father Coughlin, and other for
eign or native fascists.”  (The Call, Nov. 11.)
And the organ o f the Independent Labor League (Love- 

stone) says:

anc

The Communist party is in no sense o f the word . . . 
a bona fide part o f the labor movement o f whatever ten
dency. . . .  I t  is a force outside o f and hostile to the labor 
movement, its organizations, aims and aspirations. I t  is 
on the same plane with the German-American Bund o f 
F ritz  Kuhn, which is notoriously an agency o f the Ger
man Nazi regime and the Gestapo.”  ( Workers Age. Nov.

Quite illogically, in p o th e r article on the same page, the 
Workers Age goes on to register a protest against the indict
ment o f Browder, correctly pointing out that it is directly 
linked with Roosevelt’s foreign policy, and that in the pro
cess o f persecuting the Stalinists, vital democratic rights and 
liberties are bound to be sacrificed. Quite illogically ,we say, 
because the Workers Age does not dream o f protesting the 
prosecution o f F ritz  Kuhn although it puts him on the same 
plane with Browder.

We don’t give a damn what the government does to Kuhn, 
except to point out its significance as an index to Roosevelt’s 
commitment to the Chamberlain-Daladier war camp. For the 
quarrel between Roosevelt and Kuhn is one between two im
perialist bandits. I t  does not touph the labor movement, be
cause Kuhn is an avowed enemy o f the labor movement and 
any Nazis found in the labor movement should be thrown out 
forthwith.

Against Patriotic "Log ic"
But to lump Kuhn and Browder into the same category is 

a dangerous error. I t  can only be done by one kind o f logic 
the logic o f “ democratic”  patriotism, whereby the enemies o, 
the “ democratic”  war camp are all on the same plane. That is 
precisely the logic by which the war-mongering New Leader, 
organ o f the Social Democratic Federation, supports the per
secution o f Browder.

How Gandhi 
4Fought’ the 
Last Whr

B y  S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y
I t  is in s tru c tiv e  to  c o n tra s t the  

records and a c tiv itie s  o f  M ohan
das K . Gandhi, leader o f the 
5,000,000 s tro n g  In d ia n  N a tio n a l
is t Congress, in  the  la s t w a r and 
the present w ar.

Gandhi, ju s t  re tu rn ed  fro m  
South A fr ic a  where he had f ir s t  
developed h is  theories and m e th 
ods o f  non-v io len t, passive res is t
ance, ra p id ly  asserted h im se lf as 
the lead ing fig u re  o f In d ia ’s na
tio n a lis t cause.

The Congress, w h ich  p re v io us ly  
had been a sm a ll p ro -B r it is h  o r 
ga n iza tion  o f w e a lth y  In d ia n  

lib e ra ls ”  and c iv i l service bu
reaucra ts, began to  g ro w  ra p id ly  
under h is leadership. I t  became a 
mass o rg an iza tio n  o f  the  In d ia n  
m idd le  class.

** •
A  S U M M A R Y  O F  H IS  
1914-1918 R EC O R D

W hen the w a r began, G andhi 
in  consu lta tion  w ith  lead ing  B r i t 
ish au th o ritie s  in  Ind ia , gave his 
unqualified and u n h e s ita tin g  sup
p o rt to  the  w a r. He p roc la im ed 
th a t  i t  was a w a r fo r  r ig h t  and 
justice .

A nd  
should

The Socialist party and the Lovestoneites, in their identifi
cation o f Kuhn and Browder, have done what they are doing 
m so many important issues today: they are yielding to the 
pressure o f the democratic imperialist war camp. M ilitan t 
labor can follow the Socialist party and the Lovestoneites in 
this false course only at the peril o f surrendering entirely to 
the war-mongers and the war dictatorship.

Earl Browder is part o f the labor movement in exactly the 
same sense as Louis Waldman, leader o f the war-mongering 
social democrats. The Communist party and the Social-Demo- 
cratic Federation are on an equal plane. One is the agent of 
the Ilitle r-S ta lin  war camp, the other is the agent o f the 
democratic war camp. We would like to see labor free itself 
from the influence o f both these agents o f the war-makers. 
Nevertheless, so long as they are part o f the labor movement 
so long as their members play a role in the trade unions and 
secure the adherence of-workers, both in the unions and to 
their own organizations, our quarrel with them is a quarrel 
w ith in  the labor movement. In settling that quarrel we want 
no “ help”  from anybody outside the labor movement. Govern
ment repressions against the Communist party and the Social 
Democratic Federation are repressions by the capitalist class 
against a section o f the labor movement, and we defend all 
sections o f the labor movement against the capitalist class.

Our position is the only class position on this question. The 
factional position o f the Social Democratic Federation, the 
Socialist party and the Lovestoneites, plays into the hands ot 
the class enemy.

Hoodlums Raid 
S ta lin ist Meeting

W orkers  W ill F ig h t
The w o rke rs  w i l l  f ig h t. The 

biggest tu rn o u t thus fa r  o f local 
un ion officers was seen la s t 
T hursday n ig h t a t  a special m eet
ing. A t  th is  m ee ting  i t  was de
cided to issue a tab lo id  paper fo r  
c ity -w id e  d is tr ib u tio n  exp la in ing  
the un ion ’s pos ition  on the lo c k 
out. T h is  W ednesday a huge mass 
m ee ting  in  C ad illac Square in  
support o f the C h rys le r w o rkers  
w i l l  be held by the U A W -C IO .

In  a f ro n t  page e d ito r ia l in  the 
U n ited  A u tom ob ile  W orke r, the 
au to  w o rke rs  un ion gives corpora 
tion  and th e ir  stooge press the 
on ly  answer they can understand: 
“ We A ccep t the Challenge!” , the 
headline reads. “ S o lid a r ity  W ill 
D e fea t the  C o rpo ra tion ’s U n ion- 
Sm ashing D riv e ” .

“ W e know  the co rpo ra tion  is 
ac tin g  tough. B u t we have an 
answ er th a t  - has hum bled 
m ig h tie r  w ou ld  - be - d ic ta to rs  
than  the C h rys le r coupon-c lip
pers.

“ W e have s o lid a r ity ; and we 
have a ju s t  cause. W ith  th a t 
com bination , we can m ore than  
m a tch  the  C h rys le r Corp. and 
a ll its  mouthpieces. W e w i l l  
bo ld  ou r ranks. N o  m a tte r  w h a t 
th e  co rp o ra tion  m ay fo rce  on 
us, we w i l l  w in .”

(Continued fro m  P age 1)
M eanw hile, tw o  blocks fro m  

where the  CP m ee ting  was ta k 
in g  place, m ore than  a thousand 
hoodlum s had gathered a t the 
Church o f the Rev. F ra n k  N o r
ris. N o rr is  aided the Leg ion 
hoodlum s in  p re pa ring  th e ir  a t 
tack. Tw o years ago, a t the tim e 
o f the B la ck  Leg ion inves tiga 
tion  here, N o rr is  assisted in  the 
free ing  o f one o f its  vice-com 
manders, H a rv e y  Robinson, and 
made the la tte r  an usher in  his 
church.

M ou n tin g  a sound tru c k , the 
Rev. N o rr is  led the goons in  
s in g in g  p a tr io t ic  songs as they  
m arched tow a rd  F inn ish  H a ll.

A s the indoor m ee ting  ended 
and w o rke rs  filed  fro m  the ha ll, 
men and women were in d is c r im 
in a te ly  a ttacked  by  the Legion 
mobsters as the hand fu l o f poliefe 
under the d irec tio n  o f Inspecto r 
Lochb ile r stood by  s ilen tly .

A tta c k  Jews and Negroes 
So ferocious was the assault 

th a t men and wom en acc iden ta l
ly  passing the h a ll were beaten 
by the goons. Those w o rke rs  fo r 
tuna te  enough to  receive even 
the p i t i fu l  p ro te c tion  offered by 
the police were aga in  fa lle n  upon 
blocks fro m  the h a ll once th e ir  
police escorts had le ft.

The hoodlums, scores o f whom  
were d ru nk , made Negroes and 
Jews the ch ie f v ic tim s  o f  th e ir  
a tta ck . A t  least one Negro, H a r
ry  W illiam s , o f the N a tion a l N e
g ro  Congress and the N A A C P , 
is in  the h o sp ita l su ffe rin g  se
vere s k u ll frac tu res .

A t ta c k  P rem edita ted 
T h a t the a tta c k  was prem ed

ita te d  is confirm ed by  evidence 
in  the hands o f the S ta te  Office 
o f  the  C om m unis t P a rty . Be
fo re  the  m ee ting  was held, in fo r 
m a tio n  o f an im pend ing a tta c k  
upon the h a ll was re layed by  the 
loca l CP to  the D e tro it  police.

B u t th a t the  police in tended to  
keep its  hands o ff the hoodlums 
w h ile  they w e n t about th e ir  
beatings o f  w o rkers  is evidenced 
by the fa c t th a t when the m eet
in g  s ta rted  on ly  tw e lve  p a tro l
men were outside the  ha ll. A l 
though the num ber was la te r  in 
creased to e igh ty , the y  a rrived  
ju s t  in  tim e  to  be too la te .

Even the D e tro it  News, re p o rt
in g  the a ffa ir, commented, 
“ There were cries o f ‘Lynch  
Them ,’ and fo r  a tim e  m ore than  
80 policem en under D is tr ic t  I n 
spector Lochb ile r were unable to 
res tra in  the rio te rs .”

T h is  la te s t ou trage  aga ins t the 
c iv il libe rtie s  o f w o rke rs  can be 
la id  a t the door o f the Federal 
G overnm ent w h ich  has ta c it ly  
approved the fo rm a tio n  o f  v ig 
ilan te  bands aga inst labo r o rga
nizations. The increasing moves 
tow ards c lam p ing  down on la 
bor’s r ig h  to  m eet and speak 
fre e ly  is the log ica l outcom e o f 
the governm ent’s p repa ra tions 
Cor to ta lita r ia n  w a r. T h a t De
tro it ,  w ith  its  hundreds o f thou
sands o f w e ll - organized au to 
w orkers, has been the scene o f 
such an a tta c k , is am ple p ro o f o f 
the Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n ’s 
d rive  aga ins t the whole A m e r i
can labo r movement.

L»t the People 
Vote on W arf

CURRAN BACKS 
FINK SCHOOLS

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
m ained abso lu te ly  s ilen t, thus 
fa r , on the  “ tra in in g  bases,”  The 
leadership fears to  p u t its  posi
tion  in  p r in t.

No referendum , no consent o f 
the ra n k  and f ile  o f the N M U , 
was ever received fo r  th is  f in k  
plan. A  re ferendum  vote o f the 
ra n k  and file  aga inst the  “ t ra in 
in g  bases”  and fo r  W P A  jobs fo r  
the unem ployed seamen w ould  
sweep the coast lik e  a p ra ir ie  
fire , and p u t the w a r-m a k in g  
“ f in k ”  p lans o f the Roosevelt- 
M a ritim e  Com m ission - C u rran  
com bination  behind the e igh t- 
ba ll.

V ig ila n t ac tion  and organ iza- 
the w a r conspiracy o f the  Roose- 
tion  o f m il ita n t  s tru g g le  aga inst 
v e lt M a ritim e  Com m ission can 
save the N M U  fro m  a sm ashing 
an ti-u n io n  blow.

ANNOUNCEMENT
D O U B L E  ROOM  W A N T E D  fo r  

tw o  people. M us t be furn ished. 
Address a ll le tte rs  to  S. S tan
ley, care o f S oc ia lis t Appea l, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N YC .

L O C A L  P H IL A D E L P H IA  is
pleased to  announce the open
in g  o f a new headquarters, a t 
1836 W est P op la r S treet. There 
w i l l  be a  H ousew arm ing  P a rty  
there S a tu rday  n ig h t, N ovem 
ber 18th, to  w h ich  a ll comrades 
and sym path ize rs are co rd ia lly  

inv ited .

B R O N X  E L E C T IO N  V IC T O R Y  
S O C IA L. The Low dow n on how 
we d u n n it!!  G uaranteed: One 
hour o f en te rta in m e n t in c lu d 
in g  S ing ing, D ancing, Im ita 
tions and an exp e rt M a rx is t

w h a t o f In d ia ?  W hy 
she suppo rt the w a r ’  

G andhi accepted com p le te ly  cer
ta in  vague prom ises (w h ich  were 
never k e p t) made by the  B r it is h  
V iceroy. N o th in g  concrete was 
given. G andhi became an open 
re c ru it in g  agen t fo r  the  B r it is h . 
He toured the c o u n try  ra is in g  
m oney, troops, etc. He urged H in 
du and M oslem a like  to  jo in  the 
B r it is h  arm ies.

W h a t was the  re su lt?  In d ia  
sent m ore men in to  action  than  
all o f the B r it is h  dom in ions com
bined (close to  2,000,000). They 
fo u g h t in  France, China, the G al
lip o li peninsula, A rab ia , etc. H u n 
dreds o f thousands died, p a rtic u 
la r ly  in  the Dardanelles. A  
stream  o f w e a lth  poured fro m  In 
d ia  in to  the B r it is h  w a r chest. 
The B r it is h  plundered the coun
t r y  to s a tis fy  the needs o f the 
w a r. In d ia  m obilized its  huge 
m an-pow er and resources fo r  the 
B r it is h  . . . and obta ined abso
lu te ly  no th ing.

G A N D H I’S R EC O R D T O D A Y  
A N D  W H A T  l x  M E A N S

, I ,W ,hjen the Second im p e ria lis t 
W orld  W a r opened up, G andhi 
expressed his im m edia te  w ill in g 
ness to  pe rfo rm  his 1914 ro le  a ll 
ove r again. He alone o f the Con
gress E xecu tive  C om m ittee  w a n t
ed to  g ive  uncond itiona l s u p p o rt' 
to the B rit is h . He d idn ’ t  even ask 

prom ises as he had in  
1914! H e was prepared to  b e tra y  
the n a tio n a lis t cause even m ore 
sha m efu lly !

B u t n o t the  m illio n s  o f w o rk 
ers and peasants. I f  G andhi had 
proceeded in  h is f ir s t  in te n tio ns  
when the w a r began, he w ould 
have been knocked aside ancf up
rooted lik e  a  sap ling  in  a  thun - 
derstorm . He w ould  have lo s t his 
en tire  fo llo w in g  . and influence. 
F o r  In d ia  refused to  suppo rt dy- -  
m g B r it is h  im p e ria lism  under any 
conditions. T h a t is the w i l l  o f 
the people.

T h is ¡3 the exp lana tion  fo r  the  
m il ita n t  stand taken  today by 
Gandhi. He re flects  the fe rm en t, 
the action, the de te rm in a tion  o f 
In d ia ’s masses. H is  la te s t demand 
o r im m ed ia te  independence 

(w ith o u t go ing  th ro u g h  stages) 
exp i esses the  desire o f  eve ry  In -  
dian w o rk e r and peasant. The 
Congress s logan o f a fre e ly  e lect
ed C onstituen t A ssem bly fo r  In 
dia is the b u rn in g  re vo lu tio n a ry  
slogan o f the hour, ra l ly in g  tens 
o f m illio n s  to  its  banner. Gandhi 
d e s ir in g  to  s tay  a t the head o f 
the masses so as to  p reven t the 
m ovem ent fro m  developing too 
ra p id ly  and becom ing revo lu tio n 
a ry , is  forced to  sw ing  in to  line.

E v e ry  re v o lu tio n a ry  w o rk e r 
w i l l  g ive  h is fu l l  sup po rt to  the

s t . l o u i s  M e e t i n g  

Can American Labor 
Win the War?

Speaker:
B. J. W ID IC K

T U E S D A Y , N O V E M B E R  21
8 P.M .

O L IV E  H A L L
3830A O live  S tree t

S ocialist A ppeal
116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

I  w ould lik e  to r e t  b e tte r acquainted w ith  your pap er, 
the SociaUet A p p eal. P leaae send m e sam ple oaplas fo r 
the n ext few  w eeks.

N am e ....................................................

▲¿dress ...........................................................

C tty .....................................................

m a g ic ia n !! 7bso7u£ iy  and endorse the
9 proposed C onstituen t Assem bly.

B u t he w i l l  have n o t the  s lig h t
est t ru s t  o r  confidence in  M a h a t
m a G andhi o r  the conservative 
ledaers w ho surround  h im . T h e ir 
desire is no t fo r  a genuine revo
lu tio n a ry  s trugg le , b u t to  rem a in  
a t the head o f the masses so as 
to  ho ld them  w ith in  the bounds 
o f le g a lity ”  and pacifism .

W h a t is the m eaning o f the 
com plete change in  G andh i’s a t-

Since 1116 w a r began? 
W ith o u t the s ligh te s t hes ita tion  
we can s ta te  th a t In d ia  today  is
a t 7 fv h ln g  cau ld r°n , b u rs tin g  
w ith  the re v o lu tio n a ry  energy o f 
the masses. I t  is  the w o rk e rs a n d  
peasants o f In d ia  who have a l
ready g iven the f ir s t  ca ll to  re v o lt 
aga ins t the im p e ria lis t w a r. They

d h L ? i ' n ir f Dd fo rc in S Gan- dh is ts  to  ac t w ith  them . The re v 
o lu tio n a ry  upsurge o f In d ia  has 
ju s t  begun!

la x  o r general fund. Satu rday, 
Nov. 25, a t the new ly  renova
ted headquarters o f the L ieb - 
knech t U n it  o f the  Y.P.S.L., 
1334 W ilk in s  Avenue, Freem an 
St. S ta tio n  on the E a s t B ro n x  
line. R efreshm ent S pec ia lty : 
O ld-fash ioned A pp le  Cider. 
Don t  m iss i t !  A  good tim e  is 
a lw ays assured a t a B ro n x  so
c ia l!

R E L A X  A N D  B E  M E R R Y  a t the  
gam e tou rn am e n t and dance 
th is  S a tu rday, Nov. 18th, a t 
the  D ow ntow n  L a b o r Center 
51 E a s t 7 th  S tree t, N  Y  C a t 
8:30 p.m . ' ‘

T H E A T E R  P A R T Y  tendered by 
the F riends o f the Russian Op
pos ition  B u lle tin . “ Chaver 
N achm an,”  by  I .  j .  S inger, a 
Jew ish p la y  based on the  R us
sian R evolu tion , w ith  Joseph 
B en -A m i, Celia A d le r, and L u d 
w ig  Satz. A t  the N a tio n a l The
a te r, 2nd Ave. a t  H ouston St., 

N .Y.C., on Tuesday evening 
Dec. 12. T icke ts  are ava ilab le  
a t  the N a tio n a l Office, 116 
U n iv e rs ity  P i. G et you rs  e a rly  
fo r  choice' seats.

I t  is  c a rry in g  G andhi a long  in  
spffe o f h im self. Once i t  begina 
to fee l its  fu l l  s tre n g th  and to  
reach o u t fo r  freedom  and revo lu -

ssl sis sir10“e"“«■»

The Difference Between 
Fritz, Kuhn and Earl Browder
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F E L IX  M O R R O W
General M anager : 
M A R T IN  A B E R N

E d ite r :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N  

Associate 1WM#r£ i 1A N U E Ll q A R R B T T

Assistant M anager : 
S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1.
2 .

3.

4 .

5.

A  job and a decent liv in g  lo r every w orker.
Open the id le factories— operate them  under 
w orkftrs’ control.
A  Tw enty-B illion  dollar Federal public works
and housing program.
Thirty-thirty— fSO-weekly m inim um  wag&-30- 
hour w eekly m axim um  fo r a ll w orkers on a ll Jobs. 
T h irty  dollar w eekly old-age and disability
pension.

8. E xpropriate the S ixty  Fam ilies.
7. A ll w ar funds to  the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum  on any and a ll ware.
9. No secret diplom acy.

10. A n independent Labor P arty .
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vig ilan te and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, po litical and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

Roosevelt’s 
Russian Policy

W ith  the careful deliberation that marks all 
its moves in the field o f foreign policy, the 
Roosevelt administration has set about prepar
ing the ground for American intervention in an 
eventual war o f the imperialist powers against 
the Soviet Union.

Besides the open espousal of the Anglo-French 
cause in the present war, this is the cardinal 
premise right now o f the Roosevelt foreign pol
icy.

I t  is demonstrated in scores of ways, big and 
small. H itle r has theoretically been the main ob
ject of hostility but never after any o f H itle r’s 
many open attacks on the U.S. government did 
Roosevelt have his secretary make a public re
ply, as he had him do after Molotov’s recent 
speech. Roosevelt stepped into the Finnish busi
ness in a manner precisely calculated to fan 
American hostility to Russia— and let it be per
fectly plain: this hostility is not aimed at the 
perfidious Stalin, his crimes against the work
ers o f Russia and o f the world, but against the 
root and branch o f the workers’ state itself.

On the broader diplomatic field the chief field 
of American intervention is w ith respect to Jap
an. American diplomacy is engaged in try ing  to 
woo Japan into a bloc o f powers fo r war against 
Russia. The Anglo-French reduction o f garri
sons in China is part o f this game.

Just as Chamberlain tried at Munich to bring 
Germany and Russia into conflict rather than let 
events slide toward an Anglo-German clash, 
Roosevelt is now try ing to embroil Japan and 
Russia and thereby spare W all Street the ex
pense of dealing itself w ith Japan first and Rus
sia afterward. Where Chamberlain failed, Roose
velt thinks he can succeed.

The New Y ork Times, which speaks with the 
voice o f W all Street imperialism, last Sunday 
drew a pregnant parallel between the present 
U.S. attitude toward Russia and the relations 
between the young American Republic and the 
revolutionary government in France nearly 150 
years ago.

“ . . . Relations w ith France, not long after our 
Revolutionary W ar, were embittered to the ex
treme,”  said the Times editorial, “ when the tran
sitory sansculotte government at Paris, overrid
ing all considerations o f international propriety, 
undertook first to interfere in our internal poli
tics, next to blackmail our evoys fo r the safety of 
our ships upon the seas. The return o f friendli
ness w ith France, now unbroken fo r a century, 
came when orderly diplomatic relations had been 
restored by the ending o f the regime o f fanati
cism.”

W ith  the vicious anti-Red campaign already 
in fu ll swing and the City o f F lin t hullabaloo 
echoing in our ears, we have no difficulty in un
derstanding just what the Times means. I t  means 
that this country aims at “ ending the regime o f 
fanaticism”  in Russia in order to restore “ order
ly diplomatic relations.”  I t  issues a call for the 
overthrow o f the Russian regime and w ill work 
toward that end, just as the B ritish capitalists 
worked for years to crush revolutionary France 
150 years ago.

W e’ll fight that attempt, not because we are 
interested in defending the foul regime of Stalin

ism, but because we are vitally concerned ‘in the 
defense o f the workers’ state that Stalin rules 
today as a usurper. And we’ll defend that best, 
we’ll ensure the end o f all the Stalins, Hitlers, 
Roosevelts, and Chamberlains, by first establish
ing our own workers’ power right here.

The War Boom
“ Well anyway, the war’s going to provide 

jobs” — how many hungry lads have though that!
But it isn’t  so.
The war boom is on. Industrial production has 

gone beyond the peak levels of 1929. But ten 
m illion unemployed, even by the government’s 
conservative estimate, still walk the streets in 
vain search of non-existent jobs.

Madame Perkins made a speech in Washing
ton, Nov. 13, boasting that “ this Fall industrial 
production has gone to the peak levels o f 1929.’ 
But she immediately had to add: “ That does not 
mean that employment w ill be correspondingly 
quite as high, since machine processes are in
creasingly efficient and the amount of goods pro
duced by each worker averages more than it did 
ten years ago.”

I t ’s a mad world, my masters, as even Shakes
peare’s fool knew. More is being produced now 
than-was being produced ten years ago; every 
worker turns out more, goods than each individ
ual worker used to turn out. And the result? 
Disaster for the working class.

Where does the money go that used to be-paid 
to some ten m illion additional workers to turn 
out the same amount o f goods ten years ago? 
That money now goes into the pockets o f the 
bosses. Instead o f more money to the workers 
because they produce more, and less hours of 
work so that everybody can enjoy the improved 
productivity, ten m illion workers and their de
pendents take the rap.

The war’s going to provide no jobs fo r the 
unemployed .What it w ill provide them w ith is a 
uniform and early prospects o f a coffin.

The war is a good thing for the fat cats and 
for nobody else. That’s why we’re against the 
war and why every worker who wants to live 
should be against the war.

The real fight fo r jobs is a fight against'the 
war and the war-makers. A ll war funds to the 
unemployed! Expropriate the Sixty Families—  
the war makers! A  job and a decent liv ing for 
every w orker!

The New York Vote
In  its first appearance on the ballot in New 

Y ork City, the Socialist Workers Party polled 
2,259 recorded votes in the borough o f the 
Bronx for its Council candidate, Max Shacht- 
man. The results o f the Manhattan write-in fo r 
Lyman Paine w ill not be known until the final 
official tabulations are made public.

The votes recorded for Shachtman were the 
first-choice votes given him under the propor
tional representation system. As soon as he was 
eliminated the second and th ird  and fourth choice 
votes given to the S.W.P. were naturally lost in 
the division o f these returns among the other 
candidates. Shachtman’s actual vote undoubtedly 
ran many thousands above the recorded figure.

But this is not the important thing. The fact 
that we won a place on the ballot, securing thou
sands more than the required signatures to get it, 
represents a long stride forward for our party. 
More important still is the fact that in this cam
paign w ith leaflets, street-corner meetings, and 
indoor meetings, we brought to many more thou
sands o f Bronx workers the firm, uncompromis
ing anti-war program of our party.

The boss parties and the American Labor Par
ty came before the workers as the avowed sup
porters o f the Washington-London-Paris axis in 
the present war. The Communist Party stood as 
the representative o f the Berlin-Moscow axis. 
We emerged as the fighting representatives o f the 
th ird  camp that uncompromisingly fights all the 
war - makers and strikes fo r a workers’ peace 
through workers’ power.

That our vote was small was a reflection only 
o f the fact that our party is still small and its 
voice barely heard apiong the thunder o f its op
ponents. But its ideas are great and powerful and 
w ill one day encompass the world. The New 
York campaign was one step in bringing that day 
nearer.

J U S T  O U T ! !

Why Negroes Should Oppose the War 
By J. R. Johnson

A message that affects the life  o f every Negro! 

O R D E R  N O W !

•
P rice— 5c per copy. B und le  ra tes— 10 to  50— Sc per 

copy. 50 o r m ore— 2 '/2c per copy

S P E C IA L  R A TE S  TO  O R G A N IZ A T IO N S

•
P IO N E E R  P U B LIS H E R S  

116 U n iversity Place, N .Y .C .

----- By Dwight Macdonald —

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
The Food Stamp Plan again

W hen I  w ro te  in  the  N ew  In te rn a tio n a l several 
m onths ago about the G overnm ent’s ingenious 
orange and blue s tam p p lan fo r  feeding the  un 
employed on Federal 'surp lus com m odities” , 1 
looked long  and ea rnestly  in to  the m ou th  o f th a t 
p a r tic u la r  g i f t  horse.

There was a t  th a t tim e  a p lan to  extend the 
sale o f food stam ps to  fam ilies  n o t on re lie f 
whose income was less than  $19.50 a week. A s I  
po in ted o u t then, th is  move, a lthough  i t  m eant 
an im m edia te  ga in  in  l iv in g  standards fo r  these 
non -re lie f poor fam ilies , had some dangerous 
long-range im p lica tions .

One o f these was th a t i t  tended to  extend the 
stam p p lan  as a sub s titu te  fo r  re lie f, since in  
m any com m unities loca l offic ia ls, regardless o f 
the in te n tio ns  o f W ashing ton, w ou ld  so use the  
plan. A no the r, w h ich  applies to  the whole food 
stam p p lan  despite the rap tu res  w ith  w h ich  the 
lib e ra l press has greeted it ,  is  th a t the su b s titu 
t io n  o f food stam ps fo r  cash re lie f Is a step back
w a rd  tow ards the old  food basket re lie f o f Hoov- 
erian  days. F in a lly , th is  extension o f G overnm ent 
con tro l over the consum ption hab its  o f those on 
re lie f— and, in  th is  la te s t developm ent o f the non
re lie f poorer fam ilies— was one m ore step in  the 
process o f t ie in g  down the masses w ith  bureau
c ra tic  regulations.

Too Many Guinea Pigs!
The W P A ’s p lan was to  t r y  o u t the new exten

sion o f the foo dstam p idea f ir s t  in  P o ttaw a tom ie  
County, Oklahom a. Recently, "a fte r  considerable 
de lay” , th is  in it ia l te s t experim ent g o t under 
weigh. A  re p o rt in  the N . Y . T im es exp la ins the 
reasons fo r  th is  delay. A t  f irs t,  a ll no n -re lie f fa m 
ilies  w ith  an income o f under $19.50 a week were 
declared e lig ib le  fo r  food stam ps. " A  survey o f 
the county, however, showed th a t such a m a x i
m um  w ould  place on the  e l ig ib i l ity  l is t  a lm ost 
h a lf  the  fam ilies  in  the coun ty .”  >

Thus the social breakdow n o f A m erican  cap i
ta lism  has a lready gone so fa r— h a il the A m e ri
can S tandard  o f L iv in g , a t $19.50 per fa m ily  per 
w eek!- th a t  i t  is  now  found im possib le to  in 
crease the income o f the masses even in  the  n ig 
g a rd ly  and bu reaucra tic  w a y  proposed by  the 
food stam p plans. The W P A  offic ia ls  te m p o ra rily  
avoided th is  d iff ic u lty  by  a rb it ra r ily  re s tr ic t in g  
the te s t experim ent to  fo u r  hundred fam ilies . B u t 
the o the r thousands o f fa m ilie s  w ith  incomes o f 
$19.50 a week down s t i l l  e x is t in  P o ttaw a tom ie  
County. A nd they  m ust s t i l l  be reckoned w ith  
once the new p lan gets ou t o f the tes t tube stage.

Footnote on Girdler
I f  the Supreme C ourt upholds the recent de

cis ion o f the T h ird  C irc u it C ourt o f Appeals, Tom  
G ird le r ’s Republic Steel Com pany w i l l  have to  
reh ire  5,000 employees fired  du rin g  the 1937 steel 
s tr ike . I t  w i l l  also have to  pay each o f them  back 
wages fo r  th  eentire  period since the s tr ike , an 
act o f enforced p h ila n th ro p y  w h ich  w i l l  p robab ly 
cost Republic in  the v ic in ity  o f $7,500,000.

Republic, w h ich  was p u t tog e the r ju s t  before 
the 1929 crash by  the h ig h -fly in g  Cyrus IJaton, 
has never been able to  accum ulate the fa t  cash 
reserves o f the o th e r b ig  steel companies. F in a n 
c ia lly , Republic has a lw ays been the w eak l in k  
in  the cha in o f the steel in du s try . I f  i t  a c tu a lly  
has to  pay ou ta n y  such sum as $7,500,000, Re
pub lic  m ay be cripp led  o r  even p u t ou t o f bus i
ness.

T h is  w ou ld  be tough  on Tom  G ird le r. B u t I  
m ust ad m it th a t th is  p a r tic u la r  hum an trage dy  
leaves me unmoved. I f  ever the re  is a  fasc is t 
d rive  to  pow er in  th is  coun try , G ird le r w i l l  be 
one o f the ring leaders. Even in  the steel indus
try ,  G ird le r stands ou t fo r  h is personal ru th less
ness and ba rbarism . There is som eth ing warped 
and subhum an about h is pe rsona lity . He is a 
g re a t h u n te r and horseman, and he makes i t  c lear 
th a t he in fin ite ly  pre fe rs  horses to  men. The on ly  
tim e  I  ever saw h im , years ago, long before the 
L i t t le  Steel S tr ik e  and the M assilon and M em 
o ria l D ay  massacres, I  received an un fo rge ttab le  
im pression o f in h u m a n ity  and even pos itive  m a l
evolence.

Like Shooting Rabbits . .  .
Republic had ju s t taken  over the C o rrigan-M c- 

K inney  steel p la n t in  Cleveland, and was “ ra t io n 
a liz in g ”  i t — th a t is, f ir in g  abou t h a lf the em 
ployees. In  describ ing  th is  opera tion, G ird le r 
d w e lt w ith  ev ident pleasure on the  «hundreds o f 
C o rriga n -M cK inne y  w o rke rs  he had been able to  
e lim inate . He to ld  how  he and fo u r o r five  o the r 
top  executives made a to u r o f the en tire  p la n t 
the day Republic too k  over, c o n s titu tin g  th e m 
selves a s o rt o f f ir in g  squad to  “ execute”  on the 
spot the superfluous w orkers. “ W e’d see five  o r 
s ix  men w o rk in g  around a b las t fu rnace ,”  he 
rem inisced p leasantly . "W e ’d go up to  them  and 
po in t ou t three o r fo u r— ‘You. . . you. . . you. . . 
ge t y o u r pay check. Y ou ’re th ro u g h !’ ”  T h is  
seemed to  amuse h im . W ith  a g r in  he summed 
up w h a t the episode had m eant to  h im ; “ I t  was 
some s la ug h te r! L ik e  shooting rab b its  s it t in g ! ”

In the World of Labor
Py Paul G.

French Labor Under the Heel 
of the War Dictatorship—

O nly  the  scantiest scraps o f in fo rm a tio n  re 
g a rd ing  the la b o r m ovem ent have m anaged to  
come o u t o f France. Labo r news fro m  th a t  w a r- > 
to rn  c o u n try  is a lm ost as ra re  as fro m  Germ any.

The la bo r press has been reduced to  a  shadow 
o f its  fo rm e r self. A l l  the S ta lin is t da ilies have 
com ple te ly  disappeared. N o r has there  been any 
noticeable S ta lin is t e ffo r t to  issue an ille g a l press. 
O n ly “ L a  V ie O uvriè re ,”  the S ta lin is t trade union 
w eek ly  s t i l l  appears w ith  a semblance o f re g u la r
ity .  The la s t issue o f th a t  paper whose contents 
have come to  o u r a tte n tio n  shows th a t  the S ta lin 
is ts  had no t y e t made th e ir  tu rn  fro m  social pa- 
t r io t is  m to  the new, camouflaged, “ a n ti-w a r”  po
s itio n  by the end o f September. Thus, G. M on- 
mousseau, the ed ito r, w rite s  in  a lead ing a rtic le :

"The s trugg le  fo r  l ib e r ty  aga inst H it le r ite  ba r
barism  does n o t s ig n ify  fo r  those who f ig h t in  the 
ranks o f the countries subjected to  th is  aggres
sion m ere ly  defense a t  any price  o f the  n a tio n  i t 
se lf aga inst fo re ign  oppression; i t  also means, at 
the same tim e , defense o f pub lic  libe rties , o f 
dem ocracy and o f a ll th a t w h ich  com prises the  
poss ib ilities  o f social progress and hum an lib e ra 
tio n .”

In the Middle of the Crossing
T h is  was w r it te n  weeks a fte r  the C.P. had a l

ready been dissolved by the  D a lad ie r governm ent, 
and o n ly  testifies in  p a r t  to  the  g re a t confusion in  
the ranks  o f the S ta lin is t func tiona ries , w ho fo r  
m onths now have been ju g g lin g  phrases w h ich  
t r y  to  reconcile "dem ocra tic ”  p a trio tis m  w ith  ap
p ro va l o f the S ta lin -H it le r  P ac t and the line  f lo w 
in g  fro m  it .

The g re a t trade  un ion da ily , “ Le Peuple,”  has 
been trans fo rm ed  in to  a w eekly. The social demo
c ra tic  press has likew ise  suspended m ost o f its  
d a ily  publications, w ith  on ly  "L e  P opu la ire ”  s t i l l  
appearing reg u la rly .

N a tu ra lly , as was to  be expected, the  en tire  
social dem ocra tic  leadership, bo th the  “ co llective 
secu rity ”  fa c t io n  under Leon B lu m  and the “ paci
f is t ”  fa c tio n  under P au l Faure, is  com ple te ly  
ba ck in g  the D a lad ie r governm ent in  its  conduct 
o f the  w a r.

Syndicalism —  Its Fruits
B u t even the p a c ifis t synd ica lis ts  under B e lin  

and D um ou lin  have g iven up every pretense o f an 
a n ti-w a r s trugg le . Thus, th e ir  w eekly, Syndicats, 
declares th a t  “ we w i l l  ta ke  care n o t to  g ive  any 
council (s ic) in  the  conduct o f m il i ta r y  opera
tion s ”  and fu r th e r , th a t  “ in  o rd e r to  m ake a ll the 
arrangem ents corresponding to  the  necessities o f 
such p roduc tion  as is  indispensable to  a rm am en t 
and to  the  hum an poss ib ilities  (s ic ), i t  is neces
sary  th a t o u r synd ica lism  be freed fro m  outside 
con tro l.”

In  o th e r words, th e ir  slogan “ fo r  the  independ
ence o f synd ica lism ”  tu rned  ou t in  prac tice  to  be 
a cover under w h ich  con tro l o f the  trade  unions 
was trans fe rre d  fro m  the S ta lin is ts  . . .to D a la 
dier.

T h is  inauspicious rea liza tion  o f “ independence”  
has borne some p re tty  ro tte n  f r u i t  fo r  the  mass o f 
the  w o rke rs  in  the  unions. Thus, th e ir  press is 
muzzled, hundreds o f th e ir  m ilita n ts  arrested fo r  
“ sed itious”  language, correspondence spied, com 
m un ica tions suppressed, agreem ents v io la ted, so-

Stevens = »
c ia l le g is la tio n  abolished and, above a ll— th e ir  
40-hour week trans fo rm ed  in to  a 72-hour week, 
th e ir  pa id  vacations abrogated, th e ir  wages re
duced anywhere fro m  30 to  40 per cent, no t to  
speak o f the wholesale s laugh te r o f the trade 
un ion is ts  sent to  the  fro n t.

B e lin  exp la ins a ll these f r u its  o f “ independent 
trade  un ion ism ”  aw ay as fo llow s ;

“ In  a period o f w a r i t  is  ha rd  to  see w h a t re 
m ains o f dem ocracy and lib e r ty .  . . .  In  tim es o f 
w a r, lib e r ty  and democracy, lik e  the m onum ents 
in  the pub lic  squares, are s o rt o f hidden fro m  
s ig h t by sand-bag em bankm ents. L a te r on, the 
sandbags w i l l  be removed. . . .”

Thousands o f w o rke rs  have rep lied to th is  
s ta te  o f a ffa irs  w ith  a mass exodus fro m  the 
unions.

The First Rumblings of Revolt
B u t the re v o lu tio n a ry  voices are no t silenced 

a lto ge th e r in  the trade unions. Thus, the Federa
t io n  o f Technicians,, w ith  w h ich  m ilita n ts  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l have long  been identified, 
has p u b lic ly  proc la im ed its  re vo lu tio n a ry  in te rn a 
tio n a lis t position. I ts  stand has been endorsed by 
several loca l unions and trade  un ion councils. A t  
present they are engaged in  a s trugg le  to  p re 
ven t th e ir  expuls ion fro m  the CGT.

Here and the re  in  a  fa c to ry , the  “ In te rn a tio n a l”  
is sung spontaneously by the w orkers . In  the 
P aris  m un itio n  w o rks  a mass m ovem ent aga inst 
reduction  o f wages has begun to m ake its e lf  fe lt .  
In  one fa c to ry  a social p a tr io t  c a llin g  fo r  support 
to  D a lad ie r was recen tly  sent to  the hosp ita l by 
a  group o f enraged w orkers . Even a t the fro n t, 
the soldiers are beg inn ing  to  grum ble  against 
the “ w a r  o f the  bosses.”  O ur comrades re p o rt 
th a t on a recent v is it  to  the fro n t,  D a lad ie r was 
booed in  the  trenches.

These are b u t the f ir s t  ru m b lin gs  o f a na tive  
“ bolshevism ,”  says one o f o u r correspondents, 
w h ich  the F rench bourgeoisie fea rs  fa r  m ore than  
the so-called im ported  v a r ie ty  w h ich  i t  has been 
able qu ite  easily to  suppress.

For International Solidarity—- 
S.O.S. From China

R ecently  a  comrade representing the Chinese 
section o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l passed 
th rou gh  here .The com rade gave an account o f 
the w o rk  o f th a t section w h ich  is  tes tim on y  o f 
an unquenchable heroism  in  the face o f un to ld  
dangers. M ore than  500 comrades, concentrated 
in  the m a in  in d u s tr ia l centers and in  the  g u e rilla  
arm ies f ig h t in g  Japanese im peria lism , are w a g in g  
a  d a ily  b a ttle  fo r  the  ideas o f re v o lu tio n a ry  in 
te rna tiona lism . Tw o m o n th ly  ille g a l papers and a 
lega l w e ek ly  m ake th e ir  w a y  re g u la r ly  to  the 
fac to ries  in  Shanghai and the o ther in d u s tr ia l 
cities.

W e have ju s t  received u rg e n t w o rd  fro m  our 
comrades in  China, however, th a t w ith o u t im m e
d ia te  financ ia l a id  th e ir  o rg an iza tio n  faces a lm ost 
ce rta in  ex tinc tion ; In  the past comrades here 
have responded p ro m p tly  and generously to  the  
appeals o f ou r Chinese organ iza tion . W ill we now, 
a t th is  c r it ic a l m om ent, fa i l  to  respond aga in  ?

W e m u s t n o t le t down ou r v a lia n t Chinese 
section in  th is  ho u r o f need! Rush donations, no 
m a tte r  how sm all, to  the S oc ia lis t Appea l, 116 
U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  C ity !  H o ld  social a f 
fa irs !  Take up co llections am ong yo u r frien ds !

O ur Chinese o rg an iza tio n  needs y o u r help a t 
once. Do yo u r b it !

T h e i r '  By James Burnham

G overnm ent
The dead end w h ich  im p e ria lism  has reached is 

shown w ith  s tr ik in g  c la r ity  by the in a b il i ty  o f any o f 
the w a rr in g  powers to  s ta te  its  "w a r  a im s.”  A l l  the 
rhe to ric  o f a ll the propagandists  is unable to hide the 
fa c t th a t the y  cannot te ll the people o f the w orld , in  
s im ple and concrete term s, w h a t they are f ig h tin g  
fo r.

Germ any, in  line  w ith  its  “ peace offensive,”  de
clared th a t  there was- n o th in g  to  f ig h t about. W hat 
th is  m eant, o f course, was th a t G erm any wanted to 
preserve its  conquests w h ile  i t  g o t ready fo r  new 
ones. The o lde r N azi ta lk  abou t “ re -u n it in g  the Ger
m an race”  no longer m akes sense, w ith  Czechs and 
Poles and S lovaks now  under N a z i rule.

C ham berla in  has been try in g to  ge t by w ith  the ex
pressed goal o f “ w ip in g  o u t H itle r is m .”  T h is  was good 
fo r  a speech o r tw o, b u t i t  wears th in  w ith  re p it it io n . 
Everyone is com pelled to  ask: w h a t w i l l  take the 
place o f H itle r is m  ? W h a t w i l l  guarantee aga inst 
worse than H itle r is m ?  W ho w i l l  do the w ip in g  ou t 
and how?

The m ora l weakness in  th is  in a b il i ty  to  s ta te  w a r 
a im s is a lready being w ide ly  fe lt  in  the  be llige ren t 
countries. A  c lam or is a r is in g —especia lly, i t  seems, 
in  E ng land— fo r  som eth ing m ore de fin ite  in  the  w ay 
o f a  perspective and goal. A  m odest enough request, 
su re ly : i f  we are to  die, we should a t least be to ld 
w h a t we are dy in g  fo r.

Here and there, pub lic is ts , jo u rn a lis ts  and even 
statesm en are t r y in g  to  p u t some so rt o f goal in to  
words.

The Federal States of Europe
I t  is  o f ve ry  g re a t in te re s t to  observe th a t, in  a l

m ost eve ry  case, when im a g in a tio ns  ge t go ing  they 
reach ou t tow a rd  the no tion  o f a “ federated Europe.”  
Even before the w a r began, Clarence S tre it ’s essay 
a long these lines (U n ion  N ow ) gained considerable 
p o p u la r ity  and a socie ty has been fo rm ed to  propa
ga te  his plan. In  recent weeks, several B r it is h  w r ite rs  
have presented th e ir  va rie tie s  o f s im ila r  schemes.

In  h is A rm is tic e  D ay address a t S w arthm ore  Col
lege, no less a figu re  than  the M arquess o f Lo th ia n , 
new B r it is h  Am bassador to  W ash ing ton, came ou t fo r  
the same slogan. T rue  enough, L o rd  L o th ia n  is h a rd ly  
y e t a fie ry  crusader. Nobody, he rem arked, had o ffe r
ed “ any p ra c tica l scheme o f F ede ra tion ”  and a  “ la rge  
scale European fed e ra tio n ”  was n o t y e t in  s ig h t; but, 
accord ing to  the T im es, the Am bassador fo resaw  the 
eventual app lica tion  to  Europe o f the  fede ra l p r in 
cip le tr ie d  f irs t  on the A m erican  C ontinen t a cen tu ry  
and a h a lf ago.

T rue enough, also, L o rd  L o th ia n  found th a t “ one 
necessary p re lim in a ry  is  the defeat o f to ta lita r ia n  
im p e ria lism .”  The B r it is h  are a lw ays ca re fu l no t to  
c lu tte r  up th e ir  w ars w ith  ideals; ideals are a lw ays a 
m a tte r  fo r  an inde fin ite  fu tu re .

B u t we cannot dism iss th is  spread ing ta lk  about a 
federated Europe as m ere casual daydream ing. There 
is m ore to  i t  tha n  th a t, and w e sha ll find  i t  c ropp ing 
up m ore and m ore p ro m ine n tly . W e m ust be sure to  
understand w h a t is a t  issue.

The Paralysis of Nationalism
I t  is  a fa c t  th a t the p o lit ic a l o rg an iza tio n  o f Europe 

in to  its  madhouse o f “ sovereign”  na tions m akes im 
possible a free  .secure and expand ing li fe  fo r  the  
peoples o f Europe. A nd , w hen today we lis te n  to  the  
Lo rd  Lo th ians, le t  us rem em ber th a t  i t  was the  v ic 
to rs  o f V ersa illes who fastened on Europe these po
li t ic a l lines, w ith o u t regard to  the economic, social o r 
c u ltu ra l needs o f the peoples.

N a tio n a l states, the  p o lit ic a l fo rm  under w h ich  a 
young and v igorous cap ita lism  pushed th ro u g h  the 
s tru c tu re  o f feudalism , have become a m os t te rr ib le  
obstacle to  m ankind . W h a t an overpow ering burden 
i t  is  to  E urope : these thousands o f custom s houses; 
the b lood-sucking ta r if fs ;  the dozens o f sw a rm ing  
bureaucracies; the border lines o f b illions  o f do lla rs 
w o rth  o f fo rts , w ith  a ll the n a tion a l a rm ies and guns 
and planes to  accom pany them ; the  passports and 
id e n tity  cards and w o rk  cards. N o ra tio n a l o rgan iza
t io n  o f economic and hum an resources as a whole is  
even conceivable under such circum stances. A n d  im 
m easurable hum an energies are squandered da ily , 
even in  peace-tim e, to susta in  th is  m ad n a tion a l s tru c 
ture .

A nd , though these th in g s  are m ost conspicuously 
true  o f Europe, they  ho ld fo r  the  en tire  w o rld . U nder 
the conditions o f m odern science, technique and p ro 
duction , the na tio n a l s ta te  everyw here paralyzes the 
progress o f m ank ind.

But Whose Federation?
T h is  is w h y  we, as socia lists, agree a thousand 

tim es w ith  the perspective o f a federated Europe—  
we go m uch fu r th e r , and ca ll fo r  a  federated w orld .

B u t the question does n o t end w ith  th e  bare con
cept o f a federa tion . W e m ust ask: w ho w i l l  do the 
fed e ra tin g?

I t  is n o t a t a l l im probable th a t, whoever w ins the 
w a r, some so rt o f federa l p lan  fo r  Europe w i l l  be set 
up. Too m any persons have come to  rea lize the  im 
p o ss ib ility  o f the  n a tio n a lis t s tru c tu re ; th a t s tru c tu re  
has been proved too dangerously  unstable.

B u t: whose federa tion?
H itle r , in  h is ow n w ay, has proved h im se lf some

th in g  o f a  fed e ra lis t. I f  he has the chance, he w ill,  
undoubtedly show g re a t ta le n ts  a long federa l lines. 
He has a lready  constructed a fede ra tion  o u t o f G er
m any, the Saar, A u s tr ia , Czecho-slovakia, -w este rn  
Poland. I t  was, am ong o th e r th ings , prec ise ly  the in 
sane V ersa illes-born  n a tion a l s tru c tu re  th a t pe rm itte d  
h im  to  do so.

A n d  H it le r ’s fed e ra tio n  o f Europe w ou ld  mean, ex
ac tly , the  reduction  o f the n a tion a l sta tes o f Europe 
to  N az i provinces.

L o rd  L o th ia n  is now  lo ok in g  fo rw a rd  to  a  federa
tion . I t  w ou ld  d iffe r  fro m  H it le r ’s o n ly  in  ha v in g  its  
ca p ita l a t  London (o r  possib ly P a ris ) instead o f B e r
lin , and in  the reduc tion  o f the  na tio n a l states to  
provinces o f A n g lo -B r it is h  instead o f G erm an im p e r
ia lism .

F o r L o rd  L o th ia n  and fo r  H itle r ,  a federa ted E u 
rope means m ere ly  a  new name fo r  an  advanced type 
o f im p e ria lis t ty ra n n y .

I f  fede ra tion  is to  mean freedom  and peace and 
progress fo r  the peoples o f Europe, there  is  on ly  one 
basis on w h ich  i t  can be constructed : on the  basis 
o f socialism . A nd  there  is on ly  one force th a t can 
set up such a  fed e ra tio n : the w o rke rs  and peasants 
o f Europe s tru g g lin g  aga ins t th e ir  im p e ria lis t gov
ernm ents and aga ins t th e ir  w a r. In  th a t s trugg le  
G erm an w o rke rs  f ig h t n o t aga ins t b u t alongside o f 
the w o rke rs  o f F rance and Eng land.

A  federa ted E urope? Yes: th is  is  w h a t we c a ll io t
as the  so lu tion  to  the w a r. A n d  we sum  up th a t goal 
in  o u r g re a t slogan: F or a  Socialist U n ited  States of 
E urope !


