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No Collusion with the W ar Department!
On the  eve o f the  AJF. o f L. and C.I.O . conventions, A ss is ta n t S ecre tary o f W a r Johnson’s lia ison offi­

cers con fide n tia lly  showed the A .F . o f L . and C.I.O. leaders the  M -D a y  plans.
Behind closed doors, the  labo r leaders pro tested— in  va in— fo r  the  M -D a y  plans mean v ir tu a l e x tin c ­

t io n  o f the  unions when the  w a r s ta rts .
B u t a t the  A .F . o f L . and C.I.O. conventions they endorsed Roosevelt’s fa ke  n e u tra lity  p rogram , the  f irs t  

step on the  road to  w a r!
L e t the  A .F . o f L . and C.I.O. members know  w h a t th e  governm ent officers said behind those closed doors! 

No secret d ip lom acy between the  governm ent and labo r o ffic ia ls !
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------------ On Its 22nd Anniversary

Long Live 
The Russian 
Revolution!
Twenty-two years ago this month— it was October by the 

old Russian calendar-—the workers and peasants in the Czar’s 
former empire rose, arms^ in hand, and put an end to the 
bloody war. The guns put into their hands to fight the external 
enemy, the masses turned on the enemy at home.

The Russian Bolsheviks showed by example that it is en­
tirely possible for the millions o f suffering men and women 
who daily are herded for bestial exploitation into factories 
and mines and mills and fields— and battlefields— to take their 
fate into their own hands.

This great lesson o f the Russian Revolution is more alive 
in the minds and hearts o f mankind today than ever before. 
I t  is the specter that haunts the oppressors. I t  is the hope that 
animates the oppressed.

October Is S till Our Guiding Star
The liv ing example o f the October revolution cannot be 

erased from the memory o f the toiling masses— not by the 
defeats sustained by the revolutionaries nor by the victories of 
capitalist reaction in the intervening years.

For the passage o f years has demonstrated still further that 
the victories o f capitalist reaction are altogether hollow. Cap­
italism itself is no longer viable. I t  is torn up and devoured by 
its own contradictions. I t  can no longer assure security and 
peace to anyone. Crises and wars, the slow starvation of un­
employment or the sudden death o f the battlefield— these are 
the only alternativse capitalism offers mankind. The tempo­
rary defeats that the armies of capitalism have administered 
to the revolutionaries have only succeeded in prolonging the 
death agonies of capitalism.

The Fight Against Turncoats
The counter-revolutionary policy o f the Kremlin clique has, 

to be sure, dealt heavy blows against the international work­
ing class. In  seeking to preserve its own parasitic privileges, 
the Stalinist bureaucracy has been of the greatest help to the 

(C o n tin ued  on P age 2)

Behind the Lines
_________________ B y  G E O R G E  S T E R N ---------------------------------

. .  C onstan tin  Sm etanin, the  new 
S oviet ambassador to  Japan, has 
a rrive d  in  Tokyo . He is ex-pected 
in  the  nearest fu tu re  to  open ne­
go tia tio ns  w ith  the  Japanese gov­
ernm ents pa ra lle l to  ta lk s  a lready 
go ing on in  M oscow between M o l- 
• to f f  and the  Japanese envoy 
there.

In  Tokyo  a ll the  newspapers 
th a t re flec t the v iews o f the Jap­
anese a rm y  com m and are de­
m anding m ore and m ore in s is t­
e n tly  th a t Japan take  the road 
• f  an accord w ith  Russia ra the r 
tha n  w ith  the U n ited  States.

I t  has gone so fa r  th a t Y om i- 
a r i  Shim bun— one o f the m ost in ­
f lu e n tia l T okyo  da ilies— already 
boasts th a t Russia w i l l  be the 
f ir s t  na tion  a fte r  Japan to  extend 
recogn ition  to  the pro jected pup­
pet cen tra l governm ent in  China 
to  be headed by the renegade 
W ang Ching-wei.

Capt. A lexander Kovalev, the 
Soviet m il ita ry  a ttache in  Tokyo, 
was quoted by the Dome! News 
A gency as dec la ring  in  an in te r­
v iew  th a t  “ in  so fa r  as Ch ina is 
concerned, the re  is no reason fo r  
d ispute between Russia and Jap­
an.”  H e was also sta ted  to  have 
warned Japan aga inst fa ll in g  fo r  
A n g lo -A m erica n  propaganda “ de­
signed to d rive  a wedge between 
Japan and the S oviet U n ion .”  He 
added, f in a lly , th a t  Sm etanin 
m ig h t soon meet a t  some undis­
closed place w ith  Panuchkine, 
the  rece n tly -a rrived  Soviet am ­
bassador to  China.

The Y o m iu r i Shim bun said 
b lu n tly  th a t the Russian-Japan- 
ese deal w ou ld  be based upon So­

v ie t abandonm ent o f a id  to  the 
C h iang K a i-shek governm ent and 
Japanese non-in terfe rence w ith  
the Soviet “ sphere o f in fluence”  
in  w est and n o rth w e s t China. 
T h a t reg ion w ou ld  be made the 
s ta r t in g  po in t, the paper added, 
fo r  a Russian d rive  tow a rd  Ind ia .

T h is  program , o r som eth ing 
ve ry  m uch lik e  it ,  now has the 
open approval o f the Japanese 
m ilita r is ts . A n o th e r 180 degree 
tu rn  to  amaze the h is to rians  of 
th is  tw is ted  era!

N o t th a t  the  Japanese m il i ta r ­
is ts  have abandoned th e ir  funda ­
m enta l h o s t ility  to  Russia! N o t 
by a  long shot. They have e ither 
a c tu a lly  concluded th a t  a  deal 
w ith  S ta lin  w ou ld  be m ore p ro fit ­
able r ig h t  now tha n  a  deal w ith  
B r ita in  and the U.S.— or else they 
are t r y in g  to  ra ise  the  A ng lo - 
A m erican  ante.

The issue in  the P acific  m ay be 
forced sooner than  m any expect. 
Invo lvem en t o f the N etherlands 
in  the w a r  w ou ld  raise a t once 
fo r  Japan the question o f the ric h  
N etherlands E a s t Ind ies a t a tim e  
when B r it is h  nava l forces in  
those w a te rs  are to ta l ly  incapable 
o f dea ling  w ith  Japan. I t  has long 
been assumed th a t  the U.S. N avy 
has been assigned the task  o f po­
lic in g  the P acific  in  prec ise ly  such 
an even tua lity .

B u t i t  is  obvious th a t i t  would 
be m ore expedient to avo id con­
f l ic t  w ith  Japan a t th is  ju n c tu re  
— i f  on ly  the Japanese ¿rice does 
not come too high. T h a t is w h a t 
has ye t to  be determ ined. A nd  
u n t il i t  is, the  Russo-Japanese 
rapprochm ent w i l l  hang fire.

The W ar Deal

GOVERNMENT WITNESS ADMITS 
COACHING BY G-MEN IN TRIAL 
OF MINNEAPOLIS WPA STRIKERS

Confirms Charge of Defense That Federal 
Agents Are Behind Frame Up —  Sentencing 
O f 8 Convicted in First Trials Deferred

CIGAR STRIKERS SPIKE SCABBY 
'BACK TO WORK' MOVEMENT

( Specia l to the S o c ia lis t A ppe a l)
M IN N E A P O L IS , Nov. 9— The h ig h - lig h t o f the  f ir s t  ten days o f 

tes tim on y  in  the  th ird  t r ia l  o f W P A  w o rke rs  came suddenly Tuesday 
m orn ing , when Police Sergeant John J. F in n  b lu rted  o u t the  fa c t 
th a t  he had been coached in  h is tes tim on y  by G-men.

F lus te red  on the  s tand under the  p rob ing  o f defense a tto rneys, 
F in n  had sho t a t h im  the  question: “ D id  you discuss y o u r tes tim ony 
w ith  anyone?”  F in n  answered: ■'

“ I  ju s t  m ere ly  rehearsed— I  
mean, ju s t  w e n t over m y  te s t i­
m ony w ith  Noonan and J . H .
Rico”  —  tw o  opera tives o f the  
F edera l Bureau o f Inve s tiga tio n .

F in n ’s adm ission caused a  buzz 
in  the cou rtroom . B u t i t  m ere ly  
prov ided o ffic ia l con firm a tio n  o f 
the  fa c t, a lready know n  to  the 
labo r m ovem ent, th a t  the  perse­
cu tio n  o f th e  W P A  w o rke rs  fo r  
th e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the  n a tion ­
w ide W P A  s tr ik e  la s t sum m er 
was be ing engineered d ire c t fro m  
A tto rn e y  General M u rp h y ’s office 
in  W ashing ton. The G-men are in 
h is departm ent.

A  gents-Provocateu rs 
La s t Ju ly , d u r in g  the s tr ike , i t  

was discovered th a t the F B I had 
p lan ted G-men, disguised as 
s tr ike rs , am ong the p ickets, and 
th a t these G-men had been pres­
en t when police, on J u ly  14, fired  
on pickets, k i l l in g  one and w ound­
in g  a score o f others.

The 25 w o rke rs  now  on t r ia l  
were on th a t p icke t line  a t the 
W P A  sew ing p ro jec t, and are be­
in g  tried , ■ presum ably, fo r  hav­
in g  dodged the bullets.

U n w it t in g ly  the governm ent 
has its e lf  tes tified  to  the w ide­
spread s tr ik e  sen tim en t among 
the 1100 w o rke rs  on the sew ing 
p ro ject. O n ly  a  hand fu l o f them  
reported to  w o rk  d u rin g  the week 
o f the s tr ike , despite a ll the 
s tr ik e b re a k in g  th rea ts  made by 
Roosevelt, M u rp hy , G overnor 
Stassen, M ayo r Leach, etc.

(C on tinued  on P ag e  3)

FIRST RETURNS 
INDICATE LARGE 
VOTE FOR S.W.P.

E le c tio n  resu lts  in  the New  
Y o rk  C ity  contest fo r  the 
C o u n c il1 are s t i l l  unknow n. I t  
w i l l  be several days before the 
coun t is fin ished. F ir s t  re ­
tu rns , however, ind ica te  a 
la rge  a n ti-w a r vote. In  p a r­
t ia l re tu rn s  fro m  the B ronx, 
M a x  Shachtm an, SW P can­
didate, has a lready po lled w e ll 
over one thousand votes. A s 
soon as the  com plete figures 
are ava ilab le , the  S ocia lis t 
Appea l w i l l  pub lish  the  fu l l  
vote received by M ax Shacht­
man, as w e ll as the w r ite - in  
vote received by  George L . 
Paine in  M anha ttan .

{¡S pecia l to  th e  S o c ia lis t A p p e a ls
A L L E N T O W N , Pa., Nov. 10—  

The s tr ik e  o f m ore tha n  650 
w o rke rs  o f the General C iga r 
Co. continued in  fu l l  sw ing  th is  
week despite the f ra n t ic  e ffo rts  
o f the fa c to ry  owners to s ta r t  a 
“ back to  w o rk ”  movem ent.

S ince the 100 per cent w a lk o u t 
w h ich  was called several weeks 
ago by  the  C ig a r M akers In te r ­
na tion a l U nion, Local 91, p icke t 
lines have managed to  c u r ta il 
production. F ra n tic  e ffo rts  o f the 
bosses to  h ire  scabs were m et 
w ith  defeat.

M r. Josephs, superin tendent o f 
the  fa c to ry  to  see w h a t they 
could do to  supp ly  w o rke rs  fo r  
p roduction . Josephs to ld  them  to  
use w ha teve r means the y  w a n t­
ed and the stooges have been 
w o rk in g  in  the un ion to  s ta r t  a 
"b a ck  to  w o rk ”  m ovem ent. T h e ir 
f i r s t  shady m aneuver was to  send 
o u t a postcard to  the  m em ber­
sh ip  p in n in g  a fa lse  s ta tem ent on 
the un ion president, Lou is Se- 
ge ti, say ing th a t  the president 
was fo r  an end to  the s tr ike .

The s tr ik e rs  called a show­
down on W ednesday n ig h t, and 
by  a three to  one vote the y  de­
cided to  rem a in  o u t u n t il v ic to ry

is won. The “ scabs”  in  the un ion 
were routed.

Josephs also tr ie d  to  ge t the 
loca l h igh  school superin tendent 
to  ge t h im  500 school g ir ls  fo r  
w o rk  in  the  fa c to ry . The school 
superin tendent called up and 
w ro te  post cards to  hundreds o f 
students u n t il he ran  in to  one 
g ir l  w ho knew  about the s tr ike . 
She to ld  h im  th a t she w o u ld n ’t  
w o rk  as a scab and warned h im  
th a t m any paren ts  w i l l  be up 
in  arm s aga inst h im  w hen th e ir  
k ids  bum p in to  the p icke t line. 
The school superin tendent decid­
ed i t  wasn’t  safe fo r  h im  as a 
s tr ike b re a ke r and called the 
whole th in g  off.

In  the m eanw hile organ izers 
have m et w ith  success in  o rga­
n iz in g  General C ig a r Co. fa c to ­
ries o u t o f to w n — W ilke s  B arre , 
P e rth  Am boy, K ings ton , N a n ti-  
coks, South R iver, and Evans­
v ille , Ind iana. W orke rs  every­
where are urged to  a id  the  s t r ik ­
ers by sending funds to  the  un ion 
secre tary, Johanna Semon, 408 
A lle n  St., A llen to w n , Pa. and to 
boyco tt cigars made by the Gen­
erad C ig a r Co. —  “ W h ite  O w l,”  
"W ill ia m  Penn,”  “ L i t t le  Bob­
bies”  and "R o b e rt B urns.”

Vote W ith  Feet as Boss Politicians Avoid 
Issues of W ar and Jobs— Results Indicate 
Advance of Reactionary Forces

Tuesday’s election results showed three chief features:
< (1 ) The apathy and lack o f interest shown by vast sec­

tions o f the electorate;
(2 ) The petering out and even collapse o f nearly all the 

local “ good government”  and reform movements, together 
with the resurgence o f the local machines;

(3 ) The continuing advance o f conservative and reac­
tionary forces, though as yet still in a comparatively cautious 
manner.

Low as were the registration figures this year compared to 
the preceding six or seven years, millions even o f the regis­
tered voters did not bother to go to the polls.

A ll indications suggest that it  was particularly the unem­
ployed and the workers who^-jj^yy— ^  C alifo rn ia , the largest 
stayed away.

ARREST  GROUP 
ASKING RELIEF 
FOR NEEDY MAN

Union Rejects "N o " 
Answer of Home Re­
lief Bureau

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y , N ov. 10—  
Charged w ith  d iso rd e rly  conduct 
fo r  dem anding th a t D av id  Spom, 
a 65 year old s ta rv in g  m an be 
placed on the home re lie f  ro lls , 
seven members o f the U nem p loy­
ed and P ro je c t W orke rs  U nion, 
Local 22, were g iven suspended 
sentences by M a g is tra te  A ndrew s 
in  M ag is tra tes  C o u rt today.

A f te r  the  home re lie f bureau 
repeatedly tu rne d  down S pom ’s 
request fo r  food and ren t, a com ­
m ittee  fro m  the unem ployed un­
ion w e n t to  the bureau offic ia ls. 
They expla ined th a t the m an was 
su ffe rin g  fro m  a he a rt a ilm en t, 
th a t he had no th in g  to  eat, no­
where to  sleep, and needed a tte n ­
t io n  im m ed ia te ly . The bureau o f­
f ic ia ls  refused to  lis te n  to  the 
case.

The un ion refused the f la t  “ N o ”  
answer o f the re lie f ad m in is tra ­
tion . They demanded the Spom  
case be heard .The answer o f the 
home re lie f bureau was a rre s t fo r  
the  un ion com m ittee . The f ir s t  
a rrests  in  the case b ro u g h t ja i l  
sentences fo r  the un ion com m it­
tee.

B u t the m an received no food. 
The ne x t da y  one o f the loca l un­
ion m embers saw S pom  search­
in g  th ro u g h  the neighborhood 
garbage cans. Approached by  the 
un ion m em ber, Sporn ad m itte d  
asham edly th a t he was t r y in g  to  
find  a b ite  to  eat.

A g a in  the un ion com m ittee  
w e n t to  the home re lie f bureau. 
A  conference w ith  the adm in;«- 

(C ontinued on Page 3)

A  drop in the total number 
o f voters is to be expected in 
those years when posts in the 
Federal government are not at 
stake. Nevertheless this is not 
sufficient to explain the size of 
the decline this year.

A vo id  M a in  Issues
The reason is undoub ted ly  to  

be found in  the fa c t  th a t m any 
m illio n s  o f persons rea lized th a t 
the ch ie f problem s concern ing 
them  received no expression 
w h a teve r in  the  contests. The un ­
em ployed and the  b u lk  o f the 
w o rke rs  are occupied above a ll 
w ith  tw o  questions: the  w a r, and 
jobs. On the whole, the p o lit ic a l 
pa rties  bent eve ry  e ffo r t tow a rd  
keeping these tw o  pa ram oun t is ­
sues o u t o f th e ir  cam paigns. Con­
sequently, m illio n s  o f vo te rs  fe lt  
th a t they had n o th in g  m uch a t 
stake, and showed th e ir  a tt itu d e  
by keeping aw ay  fro m  the polls.

In  C a lifo rn ia  and Ohio, in  con­
tra s t to  the res t o f the coun try , 
the prob lem  o f jobs and a decent 
l iv in g  entered the  elections 
th rou gh  the appearance o f pen­
sion p lan referendum s on the  ba l­
lo t. In  these tw o  states, as a re ­
su lt, the v o tin g  was ex trem e ly

on record.
N e a rly  a l l the  "good govern­

m en t”  and fus io n  groups, w h ich  
on ly  a  few  years ago w ere  cap­
tu r in g  the  po pu la r im a g in a tio n , 
made a feeble show ing. They fe ll 
lik e  ten-pinB before the  w e ll-o ile d  
machines.

T am m any Sweep
In  N e w  Y o rk  C ity , Tam m any, 

pronounced dead tw o  years ago 
by a ll the “ c iv ic  leaders," made a 
clean sweep. E v e ry  s ing le  candi­
date favo red  b y  the  g ilded l i ly  o f 
c iv ic  v ir tu e , M a y o r LaG uard ia , 
was defeated.

In  P h ilade lph ia , the o ld -line  Re­
pub lican  m achine ousted the  N ew  
Dealish m ayor. In  Tennessee Boss 
C rum p guided his sh ip  sa fe ly  to 
po rt, as d id  the K e lly -N a sh  boys 
in Chicago. So i t  was in  every 
im p o rta n t c ity .

In  Reading, Pennsylvania, the 
Socia l-D em ocrats, w ho  are s im p ly  
Q uaker S tate LaG uard ias, were 
re lieved b y  the  Republicans o f 
the  com fortab le  offices w h ich  
they  have been so happy to  ho ld  
these m any years.

T h is  h u m ilia t in g  end o f “ good 
governm ent”  is  in  its  ow n w a y  a 
recogn ition  b y  the  people o f w h a t 
a fra u d  these m ovem ents re a lly  
are. A dve rtised  as the so lu tion  
fo r  the il ls  o f society, th e y  show

(C o n tin u e d  on P a g e  3)

The Anniversary of the Russian Revolution

Right of Revolutionary Optimism
__________________________________  B y  L E O N  T R O T S K Y  __________________________________

In  the weekly of the well-known newspaper Paris-Soir o f August 31, 1939, an ex­
tremely instructive conversation is reported between the French ambassador Coulondre and 
H itle r on August 25, at the time of their last interview. (The source o f the information is 
undoubtedly Coulondre himself.) H itle r sputters, boasts o f the pact which he concluded w ith  
Stalin ( “ a realistic pact” ) and “ regrets”  that German and French blood w ill be spilled.

“ But,”  Coulondre objects, “ Stalin displayed great double-dealing. The real victor ( in  
case o f war) w ill be Trotsky. Have you thought this over?”

“ I  know,”  Der Fuehrer responds, “ but why did France and B rita in  give Poland com­
plete freedom of action?”  etc.

These gentlemen like to give a personal name to the spectre o f revolution. But this of 
course is not the essence o f this dramatic conversation, at the very moment when diplomatic 
relations were ruptured. “ W ar w ill inevitably provoke revolution” ; the representative o f im­
perialist democracy-, himself chilled to the marrow, frightens his adversary.

“ I know,”  H itle r responds, as i f  it were a question decided long ago. “ I  know.”  Aston­
ishing dialogue !

Both o f them, Coulondre and H itle r, represent the barbarism which advances over Eur­
ope. A t the same time neither o f them doubt that their barbarism w ill be conquered by socialist 
revolution. Such is now the awareness o f thè ru ling classes of all the capitalist coun­
tries o f the world. Their complete demoralization is one o f the most important elements in 
the relation o f class forces. The proletariat has a young and still weak revolutionary leader­
ship. But the leadership o f the bourgeoisie rots on its feet. A t the very outset of the war which 
they could not avert, these gentlemen are convinced in advance o f the collapse o f their regime. 
This fact alone must be fo r us the source o f invincible revolutionary optimism!

M A S S  M E E T I N G ! ON THE 22nd ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

W h i t h e r  Soviet Russia?
The M ean ing  o f  S ta lin ’s R ole in  the European W ar

Wednesday Evening, November 15th,

H e a r the
Answer by

3 9 
oclock

Sarah Rice and
Formerly National Organizer, F.S.U.

IRVING PLAZA, ™ ^ ACE

J. P. Cannon
National Secretary, S.W.P. 

Socialist Workers Party— 4th In t ’l.

Admission: 25c

c^ Ü § ? îl' 1*7

Labor Offered Nothing, 
Stays Away from Polls 
In  National Elections
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Long  L ive  the H e ro ic  Achievements o f  1917!
$

IN THE 
LABOR 
UNION

•By B. J. WI DICK= *
Fresh examples o f how  the la ­

bor bureaucracy becomes p a rt 
and parcel o f the w a r machine 
appear a lm ost da ily .

The Canadian section o f the 
C IO  announces its  au tonom y be­
cause i t  w an ts  a com ple te ly free 
hand to  a id  the governem ent fo r  
B r ita in .

The Canadian C IO  leadership 
pu b lic ly  declares i t  w i l l  do its  
p a r t  to  help B r it is h  im peria lism  
keep over five hundred m illio n  co­
lo n ia l peoples in  v ir tu a l slavery.

Chauvin ism  perm eates the la ­
bor bureaucracy so deeply th a t i t  
even w ants  to  d iscard a sem­
blance o f in te rna tiona lism  ex­
pressed by the u n ity  o f the A m e r­
ican and Canadian sections o f 
the  CIO.

The Russian Revolution Paved 
The Way fo r  the World October

Serve Masters
B r it is h  and F rench  labo r lead­

ers are do ing th e ir  best in  the 
service o f th e ir  c a p ita lis t m as­
ters. A  special com m ittee  headed 
by S ir W a lte r C itr ine , p rom inen t 
B r it is h  fake r, and Leon Jouhaux, 
F rench  se ll-ou t a r t is t,  are go ing 
to  con fer m o n th ly  to w o rk  ou t a 
close s o lid a r ity  o f the w o rke rs  in  
these tw o  countries behind the 
w a r machines.

M r. W ill ia m  Green, president of 
th e  A m erican  F edera tion  o f L a ­
bor, doesn’t  have to  pe rfo rm  
qu ite  th a t openly ye t fo r  his mas­
ters. However, he is do ing a fa ir ­
ly  good jo b  o f w a rm in g  up.

N a tu ra lly , Green w ould  go a f­
te r  the m il ita n t  w o rke rs  w ho are 
f ig h tin g  fo r  th e ir  e lem entary 
r ig h ts , nam ely the autow orkers.

The crim e o f the CIO  au to ­
w orkers , accord ing to  Green, is 
th a t they resorted to  s low-down 
o r s it-dow n  s tr ike s  in  pro test 
aga inst the te rr if ic  speed-up in  
the au to  p lants.

O f course, the effectiveness of 
the auto w o rke rs ’ tac tics  and 
th e ir  s o lid a rity  are w h a t Green is 
re a lly  ob jec ting  to.

B u t there  is som eth ing m uch 
m ore insid ious in  Green’s b las t 
aga ins t the au to  w orkers . A f te r  
a ll, he a lw ays opposed m il ita n t  
action.

Green’s c r it ic is m  o f the auto 
w o rke rs  in  re a lity  is a b id  to  the 
A m erican  w a r m achine fo r  be­
com ing "th e  ou ts tand ing  labo r 
leader in  w a r tim e .”  T h a t is, 
Green says in  so m any words, i f  
you played b a ll w ith  us we g u a r­
antee there  w o n 't be any s trikes. 
W e’l l  keep la bo r pacified. The 
C IO  leaders w on ’t.

The whole purpose o f the Green 
s ta tem ent is to  express h is w i l l ­
ingness to  be the agent o f the 
bosses and the m il i ta ry  m achine 
d u rin g  w a r-tim e .

These examples serve to  in d i­
cate w h a t revo lu tion is ts  mean 
when they  c lass ify  the labo r bu­
reaucracy as agents o f the cap i­
ta lis t  class.

But Not the Workers
The a ttitu d e  o f the ra n k  and 

file , however, is d iffe ren t.
The a tt itu d e  o f the ra n k  and 

file  on the  question o f w a r is no t 
g iven any vocal expression be­
cause o f the censorship and pe r­
secution.

A  h in t o f how the B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers are rea c ting  is contained in  a 
b r ie f d ispatch te ll in g  the s to ry  o f 
a young w o rk e r who was called 
before a special c o u rt a fte r  re ­
fu s in g  to  be d ra fted .

“ I  am a slave o f the ca p ita lis t 
system. I t  is  th e ir  w a r, no t the 
w orkers. I  refuse to  shoot down 
m y fe llo w  w orkers , even though 
you line  me up aga inst a w a ll and 
shoot me,”  the w o rk e r declared.

H ow  m any o th e r unknow n he r­
oes o f the p ro le ta r ia t are there 
in  E ng land, F rance and Canada? 
They are the rea l voice o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t. The labo r bureaucrats 
m ere ly  repeat th e ir  m aste r’s 
voice.

(Continued fro m  P age 1)

imperialist masters o f the world.
But the working class has seen treachery 

w ith in its ranks before. Labor has seen the 
huge machine o f the German social democ­
racy drag the workers into the last war and 
smash the German revolution. The treachery 
of the German social democracy— and of the 
French and British, now being repeated—  
llowed from the same source as that of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy: having arrogated to 
themselves special privileges, not shared by 
the workers, they sought to preserve those 
privileges by conniving with the capitalists 
against the workers.

Shall we despair because there are traitors 
in our ranks? The Russian Revolution an­
swers that question too! W hile faint-hearted 
pessimists despaired as the Second Interna­
tional joined the war-makers, the Bolsheviks, 
under Lenin and Trotsky, wasted no*time in 
bewailing what had happened. Three years 
after the black day on which the German 
social democrats voted for war credits, the 
Bolsheviks were able to achieve the October 
revolution, and thereby proved that the 
forces o f the working class are strong 
enough to overcome even the blackest treach­
ery w ithin its own ranks. The betrayal per­
petrated by tlie social democracy was an­
swered in the only way it could be answered 
— by the launching o f the Th ird  Interna­
tional.

Why the Bureaucracy Triumphed
Today the Th ird  International is as 

treacherous as the Second International. It  
is a mere appendage of the Stalin bureau­
cracy, a corrupt tool o f its foreign policy. 
That foreign policy consists of an uninter­
rupted series o f betrayals o f the independent 
interests of the international working class. 
Whichever imperialist power it suits Stalin 
to curry favor w ith at any given moment, 
that power has delivered to it, bound hand 
and foot, as many workers as the Commu­
nist International can delude. Yesterday Dal- 
adier and Chamberlain were the benefi­
ciaries; today it is H itler.

But they lie —  the social democrats, the 
“ liberals” , the reformists o f every stripe—  
who say that the treachery of the Soviet 
bureaucracy is an outgrowth of the doctrines 
o f Lenin and Trotsky. The responsibility 
for the degeneration of the first workers’ 
state rests first o f all upon the reformists 
who, as lackeys-of the capitalists, destroyed 
the German, Austrian and Hungarian rev­
olutions and left the Soviet state isolated 
amid capitalist encirclement. The reformists 
seek to jus tify  their treachery by pointing to 
the treachery o f the Stalinists; but to every 
thinking worker —  especially today! when 
the Second International is repeating its 
treacherous role o f 1914-1918!— there is no 
choice between the reformists and the Stal­
inists.

Hemmed in by the capitalist world, de­
prived o f systematic access to the technology 
o f the advanced countries, the first Soviet 
state, built upon the meager resources of 
backward Russia, fell victim to degenera­
tion. A  bureaucracy rose and triumphed, 
thanks to the passivity into which the Soviet 
masses had fallen after their heroic efforts 
of 1914-1923. Lenin and Trotsky foresaw 
this danger, fought against it, and explained 
its causes.

Revolution to End Bureaucracy
The Kremlin bureaucracy, like the social 

democratic and all other bureaucracies, more 
than anything else in the world fears a work­
ers’ revolution in the advanced countries. For 
such a revolution w ill awaken the Soviet 
masses, give them outside support, provide 
the Soviet Union with the economic collab­
oration it  needs, and thereby put an end to 
the Kremlin bureaucracy.

The international revolution w ill put an 
end to all bureaucracies by putting an end 
to all special privilege. For the existence of 
all bureaucracies flows from the scarcity of 
goods, which makes control and consumption 
of them a privilege. Science and technology 
have provided the foundations for an econ­
omy o f plenty. The forces are at hand which 
make possible abundant satisfaction of the 
needs of humanity. What stands in,the way 
arc the old, obsolete forms of property re­
lations, and the ruling classes who are their 
beneficiaries. What is needed is a world rev­
olution that w ill throw on the garbage heap 
o f history these strangulating obstacles to 
human progress.

Assets of Russian Revolution
In our struggle for world revolution, we 

have at our disposal the invaluable assets be­
queathed to us by the Russian Revolution. 
The Bolsheviks, marked out the road for us! 
And, not least among the assets they have 
left us, are the conquests o f the October 
Revolution that still remain in the Soviet 
Union.

State property, the indispensable condition 
for building socialism, still remains in the 
Soviet Union in spite o f all Stalin’s under­
mining of the conquests o f the October Rev­
olution. Even i f  Stalin were finally to suc­
ceed in destroying the nationalized property, 
the record o f the accomplishments of nation­
alized means o f production would remain as 
irrefutable proof o f the superiority o f that 
form o f production over capitalist anarchy. 
Fortunately Stalin has not yet succeeded. 
That asset o f world revolution remains.

Capitalism during the course o f this war 
or after w ill undoubtedly seek to overthrow 
the Kremlin oligarchy in order to reintro­
duce capitalism and divide the Soviet te rri­
tories into capitalist colonies. The world 
working class w ill defend that asset o f world 
revolution as part o f its struggle against 
capitalist reaction. I t  is our task to destroy 
the Kremlin clique, fo r that is what defense 
of the remaining conquests of the October 
Revolution means. The only real way to de­
fend the Soviet Revolution is to make the 
world revolution.

The Trail Has Been Blazed!
There were few voices raised at first 

against the F irst W orld W ar: Lenin and 
Liebknecht »Trotsky and Luxemburg and so 
few others! But their voices became the 
voices o f the great masses who, by the Rus­
sian Revolution and its reverberations, put 
an end to the war. So today there are few 
enough voices raised against the Second 
W orld War. But those voices begin where 
the revolutionists o f 1917 left off. We shall 
'complete what they began. We shall do it  in 
the spirit o f the Russian Bolsheviks who 
carried out the first successful workers’ rev­
olution. Long live the Russian Revolution! 
I t  has blazed the tra il to the world revolu­
tion !

Chicago Holds 
Anniversary Meet 
On the Revolution

C H IC A G O — N e a rly  250 people 
attended the 2 nd ann ive rsa ry  o f 
the  O ctober R evo lu tion  meeting; 
held here la s t week by  the Socia l­
is t  W orke rs  P a r ty  and the Y oung 
People’s S oc ia lis t League (F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l.)

A lb e r t  Goldman, labo r a t to r ­
ney, and B. J. W id ick , o rgan izer 
o f the  Chicago SW P, were speak­
ers. The m ovie, “ Ten D ays T h a t 
Shook the W orld ,”  com pleted the 
program .

ANNOUNCEMENT
N E W  Y O R K — The Greeks had 

a w ord  fo r  i t — O lym pics. The Y P - 
S L ’s have a w ord  fo r  it ,  too— A n ­
t i-W a r  O lym piad— the f ir s t  in  the 
series.

W h a t are we ta lk in g  about ? 
I t ’s the Novem ber 12th fracas 
w h ich  w i l l  include—

1. A  heated fo o tb a ll fracas be­
tween the E rb e r E b u llie n t Ends 
s ta rr in g  Bone-crusher E rn ie , the 
te r ro r  o f the T re m b lin g  Terp is- 
choreans and G ould’s Burlesque 
Bolsheviks, fe a tu r in g  the set­
backs and w ro n g  ends o f B o l­
shev ik  foo tba llydom .

2. A  Penta- and Decathlon, in ­
c lu d in g  the “ R eactionary fo o t 
race”  and a special re lay, the na­
tu re  o f w h ich  cannot be d ivu lged 
a t the present tim e.

T im e : Nov. 12, 11:00 a.m.
Place: E n trance  to  A lle y  Pond, 

S ta te  P a rk , Queens, N . Y.
Bus Q43 goes to  entrance.

D O U B L E  ROOM W A N T E D  fo r  
tw o  people. M u s t be furn ished. 
Address a ll le tte rs  to  S. S tan­
ley, care o f Socialist Appeal, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N YC .

HARLEM
EDUCATIONAL

FORUM
186 L E N O X  A V E N U E  

•
Lectures E v e ry  Thursday 

a t 9 P.M.

N O V. 16 —  W hy Negroes 
Should Oppose the W ar. 

NO V. 23— The Negro and 
the Trade Unions.

NO V. 30— The Heritage of 
Slavery.

P rom inen t Speakers 
Questions &  D iscussion

A D M IS S IO N  F R E E

Auspices: H a rlem  Branch, 
S.W.P.

1939 Bound Volumes
of

SOCIALIST APPEAL
now ready!

52 Issues of this ye ar neatly  
bound together. H a ve  a f irs t­
hand survey of the historic  
events of this year rig h t a t your 
elbow.

($2.00— including postage)

SPECIAL!
1938 Bound Volume

N O W  O N L Y  $1.00

O R D E R  N O W  F R O M :)
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116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E  

N ew  Y o rk  C ity , N . Y.

Labor and 
The Second 
World War
By J. R. Johnson

Let the People 

Vote on W ar!

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

V I

The Treachery of the Stalinist Bureaucracy
In  the early years the Soviet government maintained a 

tru ly Marxist policy, building up the internal economy and 
working with the Communist International for the world 
revolution.

But the bureaucracy quickly became so satisfied with its 
position, so anxious to avoid the international complications 
o f a revolution, and, as is the way o f bureaucracies, so 
short-sighted and cowardly, that it missed opportunity after 
opportunity to assist the workers in the overthrow o f their 
own capitalists. The Communist International assumed the 
leadership o f the revolutionary movement in nearly every 
country, and the Communist leaders took their guidance 
from Moscow. But in Germany in 1923, in China in 1925- 
1927, Stalin and his bureaucrats, at the critical periods, 
restrained instead o f encouraging the workers. The climax 
came in Germany in 1933, when the bureaucracy, after three 
years of vacillation, once more gave the signal fo r retreat. 
Always obedient, the German Communist Party, without 
even a show of resistance, allowed H itle r to take power.

The Stalinists Embrace "Democracy"
Every defeat o f the workers weakened the Russian work­

ers in their struggle against the bureaucracy. And every de­
feat of the workers weakened Soviet Russia in the struggle 
against its unsleeping enemy, world imperialism. A fte r 
the German defeat, Stalin began to look for salvation by an 
alliance with either fascist Germany or the “ democracies,”  
soliciting now one and now the other. H is policy in face of 
the workers’ revolutions in China and Germany had forced 
him into this position, and there was no escape. But to fu r­
ther his ends he committed yet another terrible crime 
against the working class. Seeking an alliance with France 
and Britain, he converted the Communist International into 
an agency for the support o f the “ democracies”  against 
fascism. For five years the whole force of the Stalinist 
International, supported by the resources o f the Soviet 
state, was directed to making the workers support one 
group o f imperialists against the other, condemnation of 
which distinguishes the revolutionary movement from all 
others.

The Stalinists could not stop at words. To secure his 
alliance with the “ democracies,”  Stalin and his Communist 
parties perpetrated some of the most cynical betrayals in 
history. In France in 1936 the workers seized the factories. 
Stalin used the Communist Party to stifle the movement for 
the sake o f his alliance with French “ democracy.”

The most powerful revolution o f modern times broke 
out in Spain a few months later. Stalin’s Communist Party 
and the agents o f the GPU hounded down, murdered and 
imprisoned thousands who were leading the struggle for 
socialism. The Spanish revolution, he insisted, was a revo­
lution for “ democracy”  and no more. Had either o f these 
revolutions followed their normal development, the result 
would have been such a resurgence of working class m ili­
tancy all over Europe and elsewhere that we would have 
been saved the second world war. In France in particular 
the workers turned to the Communist Party, thinking it 
was the party o f revolution. The French capitalists were 
helpless. But it was Stalin’s Communist Party that saved 
French capitalism.

Stalin Seeks A New A lly
Capitalists do not deal in gratitude. A t Munich the “ de­

mocracies”  made obvious their international policy for 
years past: to encourage an attack on Soviet Russia by H it ­
ler. Stalin turned hastily and negotiated again w ith Hitler, 
this time secretly, and got his alliance. The revolutionary 
workers had been deflected from their real enemy, the enemy 
at home, fo r five years. The incipient French revolution, the 
triumphant Spanish revolution, had been destroyed by Stal­
in ’s agents, all for the sake o f his alliance w ith “ democra­
cy”  in the cause of peace. Then suddenly the workers were 
told that peace and “ democracy”  were best served by the 
pact between Stalin and the most powerful fascist state 
in Europe. H itler, given the green light by Stalin, marched. 
A t that moment o f desperate crisis the revolutionary work­
ers in Europe, stunned by the pact, were thrown into help­
less confusion and the imperialists slid them smoothly into 
war.

In the United States the Stalinists, hoping to include 
Roosevelt w ith Chamberlain and Daladier in the alliance 
w ith Stalin, lay on their bellies for five years licking the 
dust o f Roosevelt’s boots. They clamored in favor o f the 
New Deal. They rooted for every move Roosevelt made 
toward war. They opposed the Ludlow amendment. They 
were ready to shed the blood o f millions o f American 
workers to defeat fascism in Germany. Came the Stalin- 
H itle r Pact. The American Stalinists turned about face, 
and today they are as active for H itle r’s victory as yester­
day they were for his defeat, are busy whipping up workers 
everywhere in the “ democracies”  to oppose the war— to 
make things as easy as possible fo r H itler, Stalin’s, ally. 
But i f  Stalin is forced to an alliance with Brita in tomorrow, 
venal robots as they are, the Stalinists w ill once rpore 
clamor fo r a holy war o f “ democracy”  against fascism. 
Long over are the days when they were leading the revo-

C O M F L A IN S  A B O U T  
A P P E A L  A R T IC L E S  
Dear Comrade Editor,

I  am w r it in g  you to  p ro te s t 
ce rta in  e rro rs  made in  the  A p ­
peal.

F irs t ,  the  issue o f Tuesday, 
Oct. 24. The headline reads: 1. 
J .L . Lew is Opens D rive  In  C IO  
to  "C lean House”  o f S ta lin is ts . 
2. S trikes  F ir s t  B lo w  by  Remov­
in g  CP C lique F ro m  S tra teg ic  
Posts. 3. Lew is  Crusade Spells 
E nd o f S ta lin is t U n io n -W re ck ­
ers in  CIO. T h is  sounds as 
though  the SW P approves o f 
Lew is ’ actions in  c lam p ing  down 
on the CP. A l l  o f o u r comments 
are d irected aga inst the CP, c a ll­
in g  them  cliques, un io n -w re ck­
ers, etc. W e know  th is  is true , 
bu t nevertheless, we don 't ap­
prove o f L e w is ’ bu reaucra tic  ac­
tions aga inst the  CP. O ur posi­
tions a lw ays w as and should be 
th a t when the CP is to  be k icked 
out, the m ilita n t,  progressive un ­
ion men w i l l  do th a t  job.

N ow  fo r  a l i t t le  constructive  
c r it ic is m . M uch  too o ften  the

f ro n t  page carries news th a t con­
cerns N ew  Y o rk  m a in ly  o r  a l­
together. N o w  we rea lize th a t 
N Y  has the  b iggest section o f the 
p a r ty  and sells the m a jo r ity  o f 
the Appeals. B u t th a t hampers 
the rest o f the  p a rty . So I  
th o u g h t o f th is  idea to  handle 
the  s itu a tio n . M ake the f ro n t  
page fu l l  o f na tiona l news, a ll 
headlines denouncing the w a r 
and the w a rm akers . B u t on the 
fo u r th  page also have headlines 
th a t concern N ew  Y o rk  and in ­
clude specific N Y  news. F o r in ­
stance, the  Appeal of Oct. 27 
carries  the  headline Shachtm an 
On N ew  Y o rk  B a llo t, Boss P o li­
tic ians  D rop  Challenge. W h a t 
s ign ificance has th a t outside o f . 
N Y ?  B u t i t  is v e ry  im p o rta n t 
th a t  N Y  have th a t  headline. I f  
i t  were on the fo u r th  page the 
comrades could ho ld  the  paper 
w ith  the  fo u r th  page fac in g  the 
public.

To sum  up, le t o u r paper have 
tw o  f ro n t  pages.

Com radely,
J. D.

A n Unusual Opportunity 
Offered Workers in 
Marxist School Courses

The F a ll T erm  o f the M A R X IS T  SCHOOL, w h ich  begins on 
M onday, Nov. 20, offers the prospective s tuden t a splendid oppor­
tu n ity  to  ge t the M a rx is t v ie w po in t on a num ber o f the im p o rta n t ’ 
problem s o f the day.

Do you w a n t to find  o u t abou t A m erica ’s ro le in  the  w a r?  James 
B urnham  and D w ig h t M acdonald w i l l  g ive you the inside in fo rm a ­
tion  in  a course on “ T H E  W A R  D E A L  IN  A C T IO N ” . In  the in t i ­
m ate s ty le  o f th e ir  colum ns in the S ocia lis t Appea l, they w i l l  discuss 
w ith  you the A d m in is tra tio n ’s d rive  to ge t the U.S. in to  the w ar, 
N e u tra l ity  leg is la tion , M -D a y  plans, the la te s t fina nc ia l and indus­
t r ia l  trends in  re la tio n  to  the w a r, etc.

Have you ever been puzzled ove r w h y  M a rx is ts  condemn some 
w ars and ju s t i fy  others, w h a t defeatism  and defensism are, how the 
social conquests o f the U.S.STR. can be defended in  the present con­
f lic t,  w h a t M a rx , Lenin, Luxem berg, K au tsky , etc., th o u g h t on the 
w a r prob lem ? M ax  Shachtm an w i l l  te ll you. In  a course on “ SO­
C IA L IS M  A N D  W A R ”  he w i l l  consider the  w a r prob lem  in  its  
h is to ric  and the o re tic  aspects.

F o r the trade  un io n is t the course to  be g iven by  E. R. F ra n k  
on “ O R G A N IZ IN G  L A B O R ”  is a ll- im p o rta n t. The lectures w ill deal 
w ith  the trem endous events in  recent la b o r h is to ry . E . R. F ra n k  as 
a p a rtic ip a to r in  the g re a t o rg an iz in g  drives in  auto is w e ll qua lified  
to  g ive  firs t-h a n d  accounts o f the g re a t s tr ik e  s trugg les  and close- 
ups o f the lead ing  pe rsona lities  involved.

W e believe J. R. Johnson to  be the  fo rem ost a u th o r ity  on the 
Negro question in  the la bo r m ovem ent. A u th o r  o f a num ber o f books 
and pam phlets on the sub ject, he now  gives a course on “ TH E 
D E S T IN Y  O F  T H E  N E G R O ”  fo r  the  M a rx is t School in  w h ich  the 
ch ie f so lu tions advanced fo r  the N egro  prob lem  w i l l  be examined.

Haye you ever taken  a  course in  economics and been disap­
pointed because w h a t you le a rn t had no apparen t re la tio n  to  the 
everyday w o rld  abou t you? W e are sure F ra n k  D em by’s course on 
“ H O W  C A P IT A L IS M  O P E R A T E S  T O D A Y ”  w i l l  n o t d isappo in t you 
in  th is  m anner. F o r  th is  course takes as its  s ta r t in g  p o in t the  every­
day rea lities . H ow  does a F asc is t economy fun c tion , w h a t is the 
re la tio n  between w a r and in fla tio n , w h a t is w ro n g  w ith  the  fa rm e r?  
The lectures w i l l  ap p ly  key  concepts o f M a rx ia n  economics to  these 
and o th e r questions.

W e urge a ll students to  re g is te r a t  once. R e g is tra tio n  can be 
made a t the Labo r Bookshop, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  C ity , 
between 1 and 6 p.m. o r  by w r i t in g  to  the same address in  care o f 
the  M a rx is t  School. A l l  courses consist o f 6 sessions and cost one 
d o lla r per course. Some scholarships are ava ilab le  fo r  unemployed.

The fo llo w in g  is the schedule o f courses:
I .  H O W  C A P IT A L IS M  O P E R A T E S  T O D A Y

Mondays, 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.
U . S O C IA L IS M  A N D  W A R

Mondays, 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m.
H I .  T H E  D E S T IN Y  O F  T H E  N EG R O

Tuesdays, 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.
IV . E L E M E N T S  O F  S O C IA L IS M

Tuesdays, 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m.
V . O R G A N IZ IN G  LA B O R

Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.
V I. T H E  W A R  D E A L  IN  A C T IO N

Wednesdays, 8:50 p.m.-10:15 p.m.
A L L  CLASSES W IL L  B E  H E L D  A T  T H E  W O R K E R S  C U L­

T U R A L  C E N TE R , ROOM 201, 125 W E S T  33rd ST., N . Y . C.

Socialist Appeal
116 U n ivers ity  P lace  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

I  would like to get better acquainted w ith  your paper, 
the Socialist A ppeal. P lease send m e sam ple copies for 
the next few  weeks.

N am e

Address

C i t y ................................................... ' ...............

lutionary workers in every combat against imperialism in 
all its forms. Never before has such shamelessness, such 
degradation, such corruption been a part o f the workers' 
movement. In less than twenty years Stalin has trans­
formed the world revolutionary vanguard into a procurer 
for the prostitution o f the international working class, in 
the interests o f Russian bureaucrats. No institution in 
human history has fallen so fast and so far.

This cynical deception o f the workers, this pushing them 
about, like pawns on a chessboard, here and there and even 
into war for the sake o f the bureaucracy, well explains not 
only the opportunist zig-zag o f the Stalinist parties. I t  in­
dicates also the bureaucracy’s role inside the Soviet Union.

( Continued in Next Issue)



NOVEMBER 14, 1939 S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L

By J. R. JOHNSON,

HAVING A GOOD TIME!

The Greatest Event in History
A  re vo lu tion  is the g reatest event in  the h is to ry  o f any society, 

and the Russian R evo lu tion  is the g rea test o f a ll revo lu tions. B y  
th is  up ris ing , the w o rkers  and peasants o f Russia sha tte red the 
c a p ita lis t system  on one-s ix th  o f the w o rld 's  surface and took the 
road to  socialism . On Novem ber 8, 1917, the n ig h t a fte r  the seizure 
o f power, Len in  rose to  address the Soviet congress. G rip p in g  thi 
ra ils  before h im  he spoke the m em orable words, “ W e sha ll now be 
g in  the con tsruction  o f the soc ia lis t order.”  On th a t same n ig h t and 
fro m  th a t same p la tfo rm , was sounded the ca ll fo r  the w o rld  revo lu ­
tion , u tte red  m any tim es before, b u t now, because i t  came fro m  the 
leaders o f the f ir s t  w o rke rs ’ s ta te  in  h is to ry , reve rbe ra ting  across 
the oceans and m ounta ins fro m  con tinen t to  con tinent. I t  was heard 
in  C entra l Europe and in  C entra l A sia , by m illio ns  o f Ind ians  and 
Chinese, heard too by the m ost oppressed people in  the w o rld , the 
Negroes in  A fr ic a , in  the W est Indies, and in  the U n ited  States of 
A m erica.

A  few  days ago the revo lu tion  achieved its  twenty-second an- 
. n ive rsa ry . B roken and besm irched, a ttacked  fro m  w ith o u t and be­
trayed  fro m  w ith in , ye t i t  lives. F ro m  the g re a t peaks scaled in  its  
e a rly  years, i t  has fa lle n  fa r . B u t i t  rem ains a basis and a banner, a 
banner to rn  and bedraggled, sta ined w ith  crim es and blood, carried 
by treacherous hands, b u t s t i l l  a  sym bol o f the g rea tes t e ffo rt y e t 
made by downtrodden h u m a n ity  to  r id  the w o rld  o f economic ex 
p lo ita tio n  and p o lit ic a l ty ra n n y . To r id  the w orld , no t on ly  Russia 
Today Negroes, weighed down by  s t i l l  heavier burdens than  those 
they carried  on Novem ber 7, 1917 m ust celebrate th a t  never-to-bo- 
fo rg o tte n  ann iversary, m us t re flec t on w h a t the Russian R evo lu tion  
has m eant and s t i l l  means, to  them  and to  a ll m ankind.

I t  Shook the Foundations of Imperialism
T w e n ty -tw o  years ago the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f Negroes in  A fr ic a  

and th e ir  b ro thers  and sisters in  A m erica  were l i t t le  m ore than 
slaves, no u rish ing  th a t hope o f freedom  w h ich  is unquenchable in  
the hearts  o f men, b u t feeding i t  on the illus ions and m isconceptions 
and im potence bred o f w h ite  dom ination  and the steel w a lls  o f im  
p e r ia lis t slavery. B u t the Russian R evo lu tion  in  1917 razed to  the 
ground one g re a t fo rtress  o f w o rld  im peria lism , and so shook the 
whole s tru c tu re  th a t today, tw e n ty -tw o  years a fte r, i t  s t i l l  rocks 
on its  foundations. In  the years th a t fo llow ed 1917, the C om m unist 
In te rn a tio n a l ca rried  the g re a t message o f the w o rld  revo lu tion  and 
the example o f Russia to  the m illio n s  o f Negroes th rou gh ou t the 
w orld . Negroes fo r  the f irs t  tim e  understood th a t fo r  them , as fo r  
a ll the exp lo ited  and oppressed, there was a road o u t and upward, 
understood th a t they  were no t alone, th a t in  F rance and in  B r ita in , 
in  B e lg ium  and in  A m erica , a ll over the w o rld , there were m illio ns  
o f w o rke rs  and peasants whose enem y was th e ir  enemy, whose a im  
was th e ir  aim , whose destiny was th e ir  destiny, no t on ly  to  destroy 
ty ra n ts  and oppressors, b u t to  destroy the system  w h ich  gave them  
b ir th , no t on ly  to  o ve rth row  im p e ria lism  b u t to  create the soc ia lis t 
society.

The Russian Revolu tion , the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l th a t grew  
ou t o f it ,  by precept o f b r i l l ia n t  propaganda and fearless ag ita tio n , 
by  example o f heroic s trugg le  and se lf-sacrifice, ta u g h t the lessons 
o f im p e ria lis t ba rbarism , o f the necessity fo r  p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tions 
in  the im p e ria lis t nations, and na tiona l independence in  the colon ia l 
countries; preached and p racticed  the u n ity  o f a ll the oppressed, 
irrespective  o f re lig io n  o r race, in d e fa tig a b ly  po in ted to the tw o 
roads th a t la y  before a ll m ank ind— im p e ria lis t w a r and ca p ita lis t 
reaction, o r v ic to riou s  socialism  in  Europe and A m erica  and the in ­
dependence o f A s ia  and A fr ic a .

A Blow at Colonial Exploitation
There are Negroes w ho have seen and s t i l l  see l i t t le  fo r  th e ir  

people in  the propagation  o f revo lu tio n a ry  doctrines. They are 
e ith e r selfish o r ig n o ra n t— selfish because they  are anxious on ly  to 
preserve and extend the mean p ro fits  and p a lt ry  prestige they  have 
managed to  scrape toge the r fo r  them slves; o r they  are igno ran t, no t 
w ith  the ignorance o f the masses, w h ich  comes fro m  lack  o f oppor­
tu n ity  and w h ich  the g re a t school o f the class s trugg le  can correct 
b u t learned ly ig n o ra n t th rou gh  too complete an acceptance o f im ­
p e ria lis t education w h ich  is designed to  b lind  and no t to  open the 
eyes o f the masses, to  perpetuate and n o t to  destroy the im p e ria lis t 
system . L e t those Negroes who ta lk  so sup e rfic ia lly  about “ Reds" 
exp la in  w h y  the B r it is h  governm ent, when A n th o n y  Eden v is ited  
M oscow in  1935, demanded as the f irs t  cond ition  o f B r it is h  fr ie n d ­
ship w ith  Russia the discontinuance o f re vo lu tio n a ry  propaganda in 
Ind ia , in  the W est Ind ies, and in  A fr ic a  .These B r it is h  im peria lis ts , 
w ith  the experience o f three centuries, know  the cond ition  o f the 
people they so m erc iless ly  exp lo it. They fe lt  and s t i l l  fee l the shock 
o f the Russian R evo lu tion , a t home in  B r ita in , and in .e v e ry  corner 
o f th e ir  em pire. They know  th a t, in  A fr ic a  fo r  instance, there  has 
arisen no th re a t to  th e ir  power d u rin g  the  three hundred years i t  
has lasted, so s tro n g  as th a t represented by a fe w  thousand copies 
o f a B o lshevik  paper c irc u la tin g  am ong the Negroes, and a few  men 
w o rk in g  devoted ly to  bu ild  a  B o lshevik  p a rty . They can foresee the 
ove rw he lm ing  pow er o f the N egro  masses when m obilized behind 
such a p a rty . They know  w h a t th is  revo lu tion  w i l l  mean to  th e ir  
power and th e ir  p ro fits  and th e ir  priv ileges. They the re fo re  curse 
the Russian R evo lu tion  and the day i t  was bom .

N o Southern c a p ita lis t o r  p la n ta tio n  ow ner celebrates the an­
n ive rsa ry  o f the Russian R evolu tion . Should a  N egro  in  the South 
w a lk  down a pub lic  s tree t c a rry in g  a banner m arked  ‘.‘Long L ive  
the Russian R evo lu tion ,”  he m ig h t be lynched before he had gone 
f i f ty  yards. A nd  w h y?  Because i t  stands fo r  the des truc tion  o f the 
ro t t in g  c a p ita lis t system, w ith  its  unnecessary p o ve rty  and degrada­
tion , its  im p e ria lis t w a r and its  fasc is t d ic ta to rsh ips, its  class dom­
in a tio n  and ra c ia l persecution. E v e ry  N egro w ith  an ounce o f po­
li t ic a l understand ing o r a spa rk  o f re v o lt aga inst oppression w ill 
recognize the  s ignificance and celebrate the ann ive rsa ry  o f the 
October revo lu tion  in  Russia.

The Fourth International Carries On
True, we have seen the re vo lu tion  ou traged and degraded. We 

have seen, r is in g  ou t o f the ru ins  o f Bolshevism  in  Russia, the mon 
s tro s ity  o f S ta lin ism . W e have seen the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l 
change fro m  the va lia n t defender o f the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
in to  the m ere too l o f S ta lin ’s fo re ign  po licy. The developm ent and 
decline o f the Russian R evo lu tion  are described elsewhere in  th is  
issue, and in  m any o f o u r books and pam phlets. B u t  the princ ip les 
o f the w o rld  revo lu tion , w h ich  f irs t  assumed flesh and blood in  
1917, s t i l l  rem ain. Today a new in te rna tiona l, the  F o u rth , m a in ­
ta ins  the tra d it io n  and w o rks  fo r  the goal. T hough we condemn and 
ceaselessly expose S ta lin  and a ll h is w orks, we celebrate the Russian 
ann iversary  and we ca ll upon the Negroes and a ll w o rke rs  to cele 
b ra te  w ith  us.

B y  a  curious t r ic k  o f fo rtun e , Leon T ro tsky , whose name is in ­
separably associated w ith  Le n in ’s as the leadership th a t gu ided the 
revo lu tion  to  success, was born  on Novem ber 7th, the ann iversary  
o f the  revo lu tion . T h is  year he celebrates h is s ix t ie th  b irthday . 
H is to ry  is the s tru g g le  o f economic and socia l forces expressing 
themselves in  the w ords and actions o f men. A nd  sometimes the 
life  o f a s ingle in d iv id u a l epitom izes the h is to ry  o f a  movem ent. 
Second on ly  to Lenin, T ro ts k y  was a t the head o f the Russian Rev­
o lu tio n  d u rin g  the g re a t days o f October, the w a r o f in te rven tion , 
the found ing  o f the S oviet state, and the o rg an iza tio n  o f the Com- 
m u n s t In te rn a tio n a l. B u t w ith  the decline o f the revo lu tion , he found 
h im se lf lead ing the opposition to  the bureaucracy o f S ta lin . He was 
d riven  o u t o f Russia and exiled to T u rkey . H is  ch ild ren  and fa m ily  
have been sys tem a tica lly  ex te rm ina ted . H e has been slandered as 
no o th e r m an in  h is to ry  has been slandered. He has been d riven  fro m  
cou n try  to  c o u n try  and fo r  years has been guarded n ig h t and day 
to save h im  fro m  S ta lin 's  assassins. A l l  fo r  one reason only. Because 
he rem ains today as he has a lw ays been, the enemy o f ca p ita lis t 
society, the o rgan ize r and theo re tic ian  o f the w o rld  revo lu tion , and 
the unspa ring  opponent o f the bureaucracy w h ich  has betrayed the 
g re a t revo lu tion ; concerned n o t w ith  personal revenge no r the lu s t 
fo r  pow er b u t w ith  the lib e ra tio n  o f the  w o rke rs  and fa rm ers  in  a ll 
countries fro m  c a p ita lis t chains and slavery.

He has w r it te n  l i t t le  spec ifica lly  on the N egro question, as he 
has w r it te n  li t t le ,  fo r  instance, on the Ind ian  question. The c ircu m ­
stances o f h is life  and the  necessities o f the s trugg le  have compelled

The Needle in the Haystack---Or

The W ar A im s o f  the B r itis h  C ap ita lis t
Lo rd  H a lifa x  was selected to  the B r it is h  pub lic  s t ir r in g  tales 

make the long aw aited  s ta tem ent o f the U -boats sunk by the B r i-  
on B r it is h  w a r aim s, and the I t ish  navy.

W a lte r B. C h rys le r— sip p in g  champagne... W orke rs  in  h is au to  
p lan ts  are s tr ik in g  to  m a in ta in  decent l iv in g  standards— aga ins t 
inhum an speed-up, and fo r  un ion conditions. -

GOLDMAN ENDS 
SUCCESSFUL 
SPEAKING TOUR

G-MAN COACHED 
GOV'T  WITNESS 
IN WPA TRIAL

A t  the conclusion o f a speaking 
to u r fo r  the S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  th a t took h im  th roughou t 
the eastern and M iddle W estern 
states, A lb e r t  Goldman, w e ll- 
know n labo r a tto rn ey , declared 

h a t  h i s  l e c t u r e s  o n  
the E uropean w a r, the f irs t  
stages o f w h ich  he persona lly  ex-- 
pcrienced in  F rance e a rly  th is  
fa ll, had been received w ith  the 
g reatest in te re s t by hundreds of 
w orkers.

Goldman, whose to u r  began on 
the east coast and wound up in  
the T w in  C ities, stated th a t his 
la rge s t m eetings had been in  
M inneapo lis and a t the U n ive rs i­
ty  o f M innesota.

Speaks to  Negroes 
H is  m ost in te re s tin g  lecture, 

Goldm an re lated, took  place in  
the N egro  d is tr ic t  o f Chicago, 
where a la rge  body o f Negro 
sym path ize rs o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  tu rned  ou t to  hear 
him .

Speaking on the a ttitu d e  o f the

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
The governm ent is seeking to  

prove th a t on ly a fra c tio n  o f the 
w o rke rs  came to  w o rk  because 
the rest were in tim id a te d  by the 
p icke t line. “ In te r fe r in g  w ith ”  
W P A  w o rke rs  is a crim e under 
the Roosevelt - W oodrum  R e lie f 
Law . The evidence has ac tu a lly  
ind ica ted som eth ing qu ite  d iffe r­
ent— th a t the ove rw helm ing m a­
jo r i t y  o f the W P A  w orkers , ac t­
in g  o f th e ir  own free w ill,  s im p ly  
refused to  w o rk  fo r  the scab 
wages and conditions embodied 
in  the new re lie f b ill ju s t  passed 
then.

U.S. D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  A nder­
son ind ica ted he w i l l  ca ll m ore 
than  150 witnesses, and i t  the re ­
fo re  appears th a t a m onth  w il l  
pass before the governm ent con­
cludes its  case. The fee lin g  was 
g ro w in g  am ong labo r leaders th a t 
Anderson is seeking to  pad the 
case w ith  such a m ounta in  o f 
‘evidence”  th a t the cost o f an 

appeal w ou ld  be a lm ost p ro h ib i

choice is n o t w ith o u t p o lit ic a l 
significance. L ik e  a ll the recent 
ru le rs  o f Eng land, a cou n try  w ith  
a long-established p o lit ic a l sys­
tem  and a m atu re  ru lin g  class, 
H a lifa x  conform s to some special 
na tiona l cha rac te ris tic . Ram say 
M acdonald was p a r excellence the 
labo r leader k iss ing  the hem o f 
the a ris to c racy ’s ga rm en t. B a ld ­
w in  was the jo lly  c o u n try  squire. 
N e v ille  C ham berla in  is the busi­
ness m an (he was prepared to  
ba rga in  aw ay eve ry th ing , except 
o f course, the B r it is h  E m p ire ). 
W ar-m onger C h u rch ill ( the  E n g ­
lish  Roosevelt) was b ro ug h t in to  
the Cabinet on ly  when w a r be-

H a lifa x  is p reem inen tly  the 
churchm an. U n lik e  some o the r 
B r it is h  m agnates, H a lifa x  be­
lieves in  God lik e  he ll, and is a 
p i l la r  o f the Church o f Eng land. 
He is also a p i l la r  o f the B r it is h  
E m pire , and he defends them  
both. F o r  o rd in a ry  m en th is  
m ig h t present some d ifficu lty . 
N o t fo r  H a lifa x . F o r h im  God, 
the Church o f E ng land, and the 
B r it is h  E m p ire  are a ll one, one 
in  three and three in  one.

T h is  w a r-a im s  business is 
“ damned aw kw ard , don’ t  you 
know .”  So the Cabinet p u t up 
H a lifa x  to  deal w ith  i t  ,

"W h a t is the rea l purpose o f
gan, and over the rad io  he te lls ; ou r s tru g g le ? ”  H a lifa x  adm its

Labor Offered Nothing, 
Stays Away from  Polls 
In  Tuesday’s Elections

French w o rkers  to the w ar, Gold -1 t iv e  to organized labor. In  case o f 
m an pointed ou t a t h is lectures j appeal, the defense m ust pay fo r  
th a t a lthough  the w o rke rs  hated the p r in t in g  o f a tra n s c r ip t o f a ll 
the idea o f go ing o ff to  the  testim ony, 
trenches in  the service o f th e ir  | Sentence D eferred
im peria lism , they saw no w a y  o u t ; On Saturday, Federa l Judge 
ot th e ir  d ilem m a because both , Joyce announced he “ was de fe rr- 
the S oc ia lis t and C om m unist pa r- j in g  in d e fin ite ly ”  the sentencing o f 
ties had no p rog ram  fo r  f ig h t in g . the e igh t w o rke rs  convicted in  the 
aga inst the w a r. The w o rk in g  ¡ f irs t  tw o  tr ia ls . The judge stated 
class pa rties, Goldm an expla ined j h i w ou ld  postpone sentence a t 
a t his m eetings, fa r  fro m  f ig h t - j least u n t il he receives reports  
in g  aga inst the  w a r, were div ided fro m  p roba tion  officers and pos-
am ong themselves as to  w h ich  
im p e ria lis t cam p to  support.

Goldm an dea lt a t le ng th  w ith  
the p rog ram  o f the F rench  Com­
m un is t p a rty , tra c in g  its  g y ra ­
tions  fro m  P opu la r F ro n tism  to  
support o f the S ta lin -H itle r  a l i i ,  
ance.

G roa t Interest-
G rea t in te re s t was m anifested 

a t each o f his m eetings, Goldm an : 
stated, when he called upon th e 1 
w o rke rs  to  lea rn  the tra g ic  les­
sons o f th e ir  European brothers.

“ I  called upon the advance 
guard  o f the A m erican  w o rkers

s ib ly  u n t il a ll W P A  s tr ik e  defen­
dants have been tried .

The judge ’s action  was taken 
to ind ica te  some hes ita tion  in  
governm ent c ircles concerning 
next moves. The f ig h t  th a t M in ­
nesota labo r is p u ttin g  up, and 
the suppo rt i t  is  rece iv ing 
th rou gh ou t the coun try , has the 
governm ent w orried .

FIGHT AGAINST THE 
WAR;

(C on tinued  f ro m  P ag e  1)
no th in g  b u t a few  pious speeches 
when they ge t in to  office. T he ir 
a ttra c tio n  wears o ff, and no one 
pays them  any m ore a tten tion . 

N ew  Deal Gone 
In s o fa r as general trends could 

be observed, conservatism  and re ­
action  made undoubted gains 
Here, too, th is  resu lt can be a t­
tr ib u te d  to the w e a rin g  th in  o f 
the libe ra l, progressive and pseu­
do-rad ica l disguises o f the serv­
ants o f cap ita lism . N o th in g  is le ft  
o f the New  Deal in  re a lity , and 
less and less o f i t  rem ains in  the 
m inds o f those who once were 
fooled by it .  U nder such c ircu m ­
stances, w ith  no o u tle t to  the 
le ft, m ore openly conservative 
candidates could ge t in to  office by 
m achine methods.

The defeat o f the pension plans 
in both Ohio and C a lifo rn ia  was 
reaction ’s m ost d ra m a tic  and no­
tab le v ic to ry . “ T h ir ty  do lla rs ev­
ery  T hu rsday”  lo s t in  C a lifo rn ia  
by ap p ro x im a te ly  a m illio n  votes, 
fa r  g rea te r than  any com m entât 
o r had predicted.

T h is  defeat seems to have re ­
sulted fro m  the fo llo w in g  causes: 
In  the f ir s t  place, the pension 
plans, especially the C a lifo rn ia  
plan, were so fu l l  o f  economic 
holes th a t, in  sp ite  o f the le g it im ­
acy and progressive na tu re  o f 
th e ir  aims, th e ir  opponents had a 
substan tia l basis in  fa c t fo r  p ro ­
paganda aga inst them.

Secondly, the o ffic ia l leadership 
o f bo th  the Ohio and C a lifo rn ia  
m ovem ents was in  the hands, to  a 
considerable extent, o f shady p ro ­
m oters w ho ta u g h t th e ir  fo llo w ­
ers to p u t a ll fa ith  in  the p ro m ­
ises o f po litic ian s  o f the tw o  m a­
jo r  boss pa rties. The po litic ians , 
a fte r  being themselves elected 
la s t yea r by pension votes, l ig h t-  
hearted ly  broke th e ir  promises, 
as the y  a lw ays do.

T h is  was m ost p la in ly  i l lu s t ra t ­
ed by G overnor O lson o f C a lifo r­
n ia  who, a fte r  a llow in g  h im se lf to  
be regarded as the M essiah o f the 
pension m ovem ent, made a  v ic ­
ious a tta c k  aga inst i t  on the  eve 
of the election.

T h ird , the  la bo r m ovem ent in  
both states, though  m ore o r less 
sup po rting  the pension m ove­
m ent, was am biguous and h a lf­
hearted in  its  a ttitu d e , and made 
no e ffo r t to  take  the leadership 
aw ay fro m  the cha rla tans and, 
by p u ttin g  the plans on a sound 
basis and conducting  a vigorous 
strugg le , to tra n s fo rm  the move­
m ent in to  a serious popu la r offen-

to have occurred in  D e tro it, 
B rid g e p o rt and in  connection 
w ith  the A m erican  La bo r P a r ty  
in  New  Y o rk  C ity . These seeming 
exceptions, however, o n ly  re in ­
force the observations a lready 
made.

In  D e tro it, the conservative, 
a n ti - C IO  Republican M ayo r 
Reading was defeated by the 
D em ocra tic  candidate. Reading, 
however, was also in  h is own w ay 
one o f the “ good governm ent” 
re form ers, and he tro d  the same 
p lan k  as La G ua rd ia ’s candidates 
and M a y o r S tum p o f Reading. 
A u to  un ion is ts ’ resentm ent p rob­
ab ly  figu red  in  increas ing  the  v ic ­
to ry  o f Je ffries— M ayo r Read­
in g ’s opponent— b u t Je ffries  was 
a t g re a t pains to  repud ia te  any 
suggestion th a t he was a  “ la bo r 
candidate.”

The old  war-horse, Jasper M ac- 
Levy, pu lled th rou gh  in  B ridge ­
po rt, b u t w ith  a som ewhat d im in  
ished m a jo r ity  fo r  h is  p r iva te  
“ soc ia lis t”  p a rty . W h a t g o t h im  
by seems to  be the fa c t th a t he 
has b u ilt  up a p re tty  s lic k  m a­
chine o f h is own, bu t also the fa c t 
th a t, w ha teve r h is numerous 
fau lts , he s t i l l  has gu ts  enough 
to  run  on a t ic k e t th a t ca lls its e lf  
S ocia lis t— and a good m any 
w orkers , i f  g iven the chance, w i l l  
vote fo r  the idea o f socia lism  ev­
en when th a t idea has so weak 
an em bodim ent in  li fe  as M ayo r 
M acL evy ’s sewers.

th a t people in  m any qua rte rs  are

to  do in  th is  c o u n try  w h a t th e 'o rg a n iz e  themselves aga inst the 
Germ an, F rench and E n g lis h ; w a r and to  jo in  the Socia lis t 
w o rke rs  fa iled  to  do,”  G o ld m an !W orke rs  P a rty , the p a r ty  o f pro- 
w en t on. “ I  called upon them  t o ! le ta ria n  revo lu tion .”

sive.

ta r ia n  revo lu tion  in  Europe. B u t he has a lw ays seen and ta u g h t th a t 
the s tru g g le  in  the la s t analysis is one, th a t the blows he gave and 
d irected a t w o rld  im p e ria lism  in  any coun try , weakened the whole 
system  and the reby  fa c ilita te d  the v ic to ry  o f Ind ians in  In d ia  and 
Negroes in  A fr ic a  and A m erica . I f  today the S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a r ty  has placed w o rk  am ong the A m erican  Negroes as one o f the 
m ost im p o rta n t tasks before it ,  and has a c lear p rogram  and po licy 
on the problem s o f the Negro, i t  owes m uch to  his insistence on the 
im portance  o f the N egro to  the A m erican  revo lu tion , h is sym pa thy  
w ith  th e ir  oppression, h is boundless fa ith  in  th e ir  power to  s trugg le , 
th e ir  w i l l  to  conquer, th e ir  capac ity  to  a id  in  the crea tion  o f the 
soc ia lis t society. Negroes w i l l  jo in  w ith  us in  ce leb ra ting  his ann i­
ve rsa ry  and to  w ish  h im  and his w ife  N a ta lia , h is devoted helper, 
m any years o f life  and hea lth  to  continue th e ir  w o rk , o f such im ­
portance to  us today and to  the generations y e t to  come.

T h is  jo in t  an n ive rsa ry  bears fo r  a ll Negroes a special s ig n if i­
cance a t th is  tim e. I t  comes a t a m om ent when the im p e ria lis t b a r­
barians are engaged once m ore in  th e ir  pe riod ica l org ies o f destruc­
tio n  and s laugh te r, when the m asters o f Russia have a llied  them ­
selves w ith  the im p e ria lis t c rim ina ls , when hopes o f lib e ra tio n  seem 
fa in t  and d is tan t. B u t in  the e a rly  days o f 1917 ju s t  such a pa ll 
seemed to res t on the poor and oppressed in  a ll countries everywhere. 
Y e t th a t gloom  was the pre lude to  such an u p ris in g  o f the  m asses 
as had never been seen before. Negroes were unprepared then. To­
day, thanks to  the Russian R evolution, they and a ll o thers who su f­
fe r  w ith  them  can see m ore c learly . Know ledge is power. L e t us 
celebrate these anniversaries, no t on ly  in  m em ory o f the g re a t deeds 
th a t have been done b u t o f the s t i l l  g re a te r tasks th a t  face us in  
the days th a t are ahead. Negroes m ore than  a ll others have no th in »  
to  lose b u t th e ir  chains. They m ore than  a ll others w i l l  p lay  th e ir

Some Exceptions
The on ly  im p o rta n t p a r tia l ex­

ceptions shown to the general 
trend  o f the elections m ig h t seem

ARREST GROUP 
ASKING RELIEF 
FOR NEEDY MAN

A . L . P. V ote  
In  N ew  Y o rk  C ity , the  A m e ri­

can Labo r P a r ty  polled w h a t 
looks a t f ir s t  lik e  the ve ry  low  
to ta l o f about 240,000. However, 
when analyzed, th is  tu rns  ou t to 
be a s lig h t ly  h igh e r percentage o f 
the en tire  c ity  vote than  a year 
ago. T h is  vote was secured in  the 
face o f the de fac to  s p lit  in  the 
p a r ty  between the H illm a n -W a ld - 
m an clique and the S ta lin is ts , and 
in  sp ite  o f the sham efu l fa ilu re  o f 
the p a r ty  to  measure up to  the 
demands o f the n a tion a l and in ­
te rna tion a l crisis.

The s p lit  gnd the cha rac te r o f 
its  present leaders p u t the A L P  
in a pos ition  where i t  m ay w e ll be 
w iped a lto ge th e r o f f  the p o lit ic a l 
map tom orrow . B u t th a t i t  did 
no t lose g round in  the face o f the 
local obstacles and the na tiona l 
trend ind ica tes th a t the w o rke rs  
in  N ew  Y o rk — as elsewhere—  
would be m ore than  ready to  ra l­
ly  to a p a r ty  genu ine ly  th e ir  own 
and con tro lled  by themselves, 
whch would p u t fo rw a rd  a bold 
and uncom prom is ing w o rke rs  
program .

ask ing  th a t the a llies should de 
fine "w ith  g re a te r precis ion w h a t 
are sometimes called w a r a im s.’ 

“ Som etim es.”  H a lifa x  obvious 
ly  does n o t lik e  the te rm  w a r 
aims. God fo rb id . I t  sounds as i f  
the B r it is h  were a c tu a lly  f ig h tin g  
fo r  som eth ing. The B r it is h  are 
fig h tin g , accord ing to H a lifa x , fo r  
no th ing. They are fig h tin g  fo r  
w h a t the Church o f Eng land 
figh ts  fo r :  “ in  defense o f freedom  

we are f ig h t in g  fo r  peace . . . 
se cu rity  . . . aga ins t the  su b s titu ­
tion  o f b ru te  fo rce  fo r  la w  . 
s a n c tity  o f trea ties  . . . d isregard 
fo r  the pledged w o rd .”  A lm o s t 
the ten com m andm ents complete.

SERMONS ON 
DEMOCRACY

B rita in , says H a lifa x , does no t 
w ish  to  in te rfe re  in  G erm any’s 
a ffa irs . ‘B u t when the challenge 
in  the sphere o f in te rn a tio n a l re ­
la tions is sharpened, as today in  
G erm any, by the denia l to men 
and women o f  e lem entary  hum an 
r ig h ts  . . . .”  then, then w h a t?  Is  
he fo r  a “ dem ocra tic ”  G erm any? 
T h is  sanctim onious scoundrel has­
n ’t  even the nerve to  go th a t fa r. 
D em ocra tic ”  G erm any means 

w o rke rs ' p o lit ic a l pa rties  and 
a g ita tio n  fo r  socialism , and God 
knows w h a t else. H a lifa x  takes 
re fuge in  the l i tu rg y  0f  h is be­
loved C hurch: “ We are the re fo re  
f ig h tin g  to  m a in ta in  the ru le  o f 
law  and the q u a lity  o f m ercy  in 
dealings between m an and m an 

•”  F o r m any reasons the w ord  
‘dem ocracy”  is anathem a. F o r  

M usso lin i, whom  the B r it is h  are 
cou rting , c a ro l o f Rum ania, 
Franco, M etaxas o f Greece, w ould 
n o t a t a ll m ind being included as 
figh te rs  fo r  “ the ru le  o f la w ”  and 
the ‘q u a lity  o f m ercy .”  B u t i f  
H a lifa x  ta lked abou t w a r fo r  

dem ocracy”  in  Germ any, he 
would have these hoped-for a llies 
a fte r  h im  lik e  a pack o f hounds. 
So th a t the sermons on democ­
racy  are k e p t s t r ic t ly  fo r  home 
consum ption. A lso, In d ia  is hav­
in g  a lo t  to  say about “ democ­
racy .”  H a lifa x  does no t w a n t to  
have to exp la in  w h y  he is f ig h t­
ing  to  g ive  dem ocracy to  60 m il­
lion  Germ ans w h ile  a t the  same 
tim e  he fig h ts  to  keep i t  fro m  
375 m illio n  Ind ians. No. T h is  w a r 
fo r  “ dem ocracy”  business is , no t 
fo r  in te rn a tio n a l broadcast^ I t  
served in . 1914, b u t you have to 
go easy on i t  today.

he know s is th a t h is precious B r i­
t is h  em pire w i l l  be there. F o r the 
rest, “ we sha ll see.”

Butf a f te r  a ll, there is a w a r on. 
They are f ig h t in g  about some­
th in g . Colonies ? The B a ltic  
sta tes? Road to  In d ia ?  The m a r­
kets o f E ase trn  Europe? I ta ly ’s 
c la im s on F rance? N e a r E as t?  
M idd le  E as t?  F a r  E a s t?  N o t a 
word. He does say e a rlie r th a t 
the B r i t is h ' hope “ as fa r  as we 
can, to  re p a ir the dam age w ro u g h t 
by G erm any upon he r w eaker 
ne ighbors.”

T h a t is the s tra w  by w h ich  the 
Poles and the Czechs are to  save 
themselves fro m  drow n ing . H a li­
fa x  is  concerned about the B r i­
t is h  E m pire . F o r the rest, “ as fa r  
as we can.”

SHORT ON CONCRETE,
SHORT ON ABSTRACT

B u t i f  he is sho rt on the con­
crete, he is long  on the  abstract. 
“ Acquiescence is d ishonor . . . m y  
own conscience . . . supreme d is­
honour. . . .”  T w o lines low er, 
“ supreme dishonour,”  and tw o 
lines low er, “ The supreme dis­
honour o f the G erm an G overn­
m ent is now open to  the w o rld .”  
So now H it le r  knows, the d is­
honorable rascal. ,

A G A IN — “ THE W AR  
TO EN D  W AR ”

W h a t about peace ? He is f ig h t ­
in g  fo r  peace, he says. B u t how 
do we know  th a t we w il l  no t have 
to f ig h t fo r  i t  aga in? W e fo u g h t 
fo r  i t  the la s t tim e  and d idn ’ t get 
it .  H a lifa x  takes care o f th a t: 

“ W ith  th is  purpose in  v iew  
we sha ll use a ll ou r influence, 
when the tim e  comes, in  the 
bu ild in g  o f a new  w o rld  in  
w h ich  the na tions w i l l  n o t pe r­
m it  insane arm ed r iv a lr y  to  
deny, th e ir  hopes o f fu lle r  life , 
and fu tu re  confidence no t be' 
fo re ve r overborne by  g r im  
fo rebod ing  o f d isaster.”

A s  the poet says, “ B u t w ho is 
th is  and w h a t is he re? ”  W e seem 
to have m et th is  gentlem an be­
fore. Indeed we have. H e is o u r 
old fr ien d , “ the w a r to  end w a r,”  
bu t dressed up in  c le rica l coat 
co lla r tu rned back, and u tte r in g  
the meaningless m ou th ings o f an 
O x fo rd  c le ric . A s  is f it t in g . F o r 
H a lifa x  is v ice -chance llo r o f O x­
fo rd  U n iv e rs ity  . jo in t s trongho ld  
o f B r it is h  cap ita l and B r it is h  p i­
ety. *

W h a t is th is  new in te rn a tio n a l 
o rder go ing  to lo ok  lik e  ? H a lifa x  
does no t know  and says so. “ We 
have no idea w h a t the shape of, 
the po s t-w a r w o rld  w i l l  be.”  A l l

As he goes on, Parson H a lifa x  
becomes insp ired : “ hum an equal­
ity ,  se lf-respect and m u tu a l to le r­
ance.”  He hopes th a t a f te r  the 
w a r  the B r it is h  w il l  be "b e tte r 
equipped in  s p ir it ”  fo r  the new 
life ; “ in  th is  m a tte r, as indeed in  
a ll life , i t  is  f in a lly  the s p ir itu a l 
side th a t counts.”  He a c tu a lly  re ­
fe rs  to  the doctrine  o f the atone­
m ent. T o  m any i t  seems s trange 
th a t we should look to fo rce  w ith  
a ll its  su ffe rin g  to  b r in g  redem p­
tion .”  A nd  again, “ a n n ih ila tio n  o f 
s p ir itu a l values”  and “ those hours 
in  w h ich  we s treng then  ourselves 
to take  up h igh  reso lutions. . .

These, accord ing to  H a lifa x , 
are the w a r a im s o f the B r it is h  
G overnm ent. T h is  is the b ilge  
th a t H a lifa x  has the nerve to 
read in  a broadcast to  the w o rld  
as the re p ly  o f the B r it is h  Gov­
ernm ent to  the question people 
“ in  m any q u a rte rs ”  are asking.

W ho chooses to  say he believes 
th is, can do so. There m ay be 
w o rke rs  backw ard enough to  be 
taken  in  by th is  sermon. We 
doubt it .  B u t a l l A m erican  p ro ­
ponents o f a w a r fo r  “ democ­
racy ,”  lik e  the New  Leader and 
others, when they say the y  be­
lieve it ,  the y  lie  in  th e ir  d ir ty  
th ro a ts  and the words should 
choke them . H a lifa x  is f ig h tin g  
fo r  the land and the* fac to rie s  o f 
B r ita in , fo r  the 100 b illio n  do lla rs 
o f investm ents abroad, fo r  the 
r ig h t  to  e xp lo it 500 m illio n  s ta rv ­
in g  colonials, to  crush the G er­
m an challenge to B r ita in ’s im p e r­
ia l suprem acy. W e can judge  o f

t h !  <R °^ U uUOn’ and ro «eness o f 
the B r it is h  system  by the sup­
reme in a n ity  o f the defense its  
ru le rs  m ake fo r  it .  B u t, as the  ex­
am ple o f In d ia  shows today, and 
as the B r it is h  w o rke rs  w i l l  show

pe0ple aren>t sw a llow - 
m g th a t s o rt o f dope any more. 
The w a r a im s o f the B r it is h  bour­
geoisie now face the class aim s
th . the  n r m iS h  P ro le ta r ia t and 
th e ir  m illio n s  o f allies.

T H E  B R O N X  BR A N C H  o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  re ­
quests a ll sym path ize rs  and 
fr iends  who liv e  in  the West 
3 ro n x  to purchase the Appeal 
2n V  *  f0 llo 'v ing  newsstands:
K it v c l '  mnd V a len tine A ve .; 
K ingsb ridge  S ta tion  A rm o ry
C o rn e r; M oshulu S t a t i o n  
E a s t; 3889 Sedgwick Ave •

iaF °hdha™ R° ad and Jerome';’ 
loou i and Concourse S. W.

p a rt in  the des truc tion  o f c a p ita lis t soc ie ty  fo r  th e y  have m ost to  
h im  to  devote m ost o f h is a tte n tio n  to  the g re a t centers o f p ro le -w in . y 1

(C on tinued  f ro m  P ag e  1)
tra t io n  b ro ug h t no resu lts. The 
com m ittee  o f un ion m embers re ­
m ained and insisted th a t the case 
be heard. A g a in  the po lice were 
called and aga in  the com m ittee 
was arrested. I t  wa,g th is  second 
a rre s t th a t b ro ug h t the seven 
suspended sentences.

i Gets Food
The action  o f the  un ion has a l­

ready b ro ug h t p a r tia l success. 
D av id  Sporn was g ran ted  a food 
a llo tm e n t by the home re lie f bu­
reau. H is ren t, however, s t i l l  has 
no t been granted , and the union 
com m ittee  in tends to continue thc| 
v igorous f ig h t i t  has p u t up  u n t il 
the re n t is paid.

MINN'SOTA LABOR 
GETTING TOO HOT 
FOR GOVERNMENT

Labor, o rgan  o f the 21 ra i l­
road unions, pred ic ted in  its  
Nov. 7 issue th a t the  present 
t r ia l  o f W P A  w o rke rs  in  M in ­
neapolis w ou ld  be the las t, a l­
though over 100 o th e r defend­
ants are a w a itin g  tr ia l.  The 
g re a t f ig h t th a t M innesota la ­
bor is p u tt in g  up is ap pa ren tly  
g e ttin g  too ho t fo r  the govern­
m ent.

“ I t  was reported on the 
h ighest a u th o r ity ,”  sta tes L a ­
bor, “ th a t these w ou ld  be the 
la s t re lie fe rs  to go on tr ia l.  . . . 
O rganized labo r in  M innesota, 
w h ich  is back ing  the s tr ik e rs  
w ith  a ll its  resources, w i l l  ap­
peal the convic tions o f the 
men a lready tried . T h a t w i l l  
place the m a tte r in  the  hands 
o f S o lic ito r General Jackson, 
and i f  he doesn’t  move fo r  d is ­
m issa l o f the  cases ca re fu l ob­
servers in  W ash ing ton  w i l l  be 
g re a tly  surprised. . . .”

A n n o u n c in g
t i l e  o p e n i n g  o f  t l i e
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E d ito r  :
M A X  S H A C H T M A N

A ssoc ia is  E d ito rs  : _______
E M A N U E L  G A R R E T T

A ss is ta n t M a n a g e r: 
S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  jo b  and a decent l iv in g  fo r  every w o rke r.
2. Open th e  Id le fac to ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
3. A  T w en ty -B U llon  do lla r Federa l pub lic  w o rks  

and housing program .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty — $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 30- 

hour w eek ly  m ax im um  fo r  a l l w o rke rs  on a ll jobs.
5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eek ly  old-age and d is a b ility  

pension.
0. E x p ro p ria te  the S ix ty  F am ilies .
7. A l l  w a r funds to  the  unemployed.
8. A  people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. N o  secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  Independent L a b o r P a rty .
11. W orke rs ’ Defense G uards aga ins t v ig ila n te  and 

F asc is t a ttacks . .
12. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic eq u a lity  fo r  

the  N egro  people.

The Munich Bomb
German anti-fascists planted that bomb that 

nearly got H itler. We can dismiss the Nazi claim 
that the British did Tt. That’s merely a lame way 
to avoid admitting that, after six years o f Nazi 
terror, there are still plenty o f people— especially 
among the thirteen million workers who voted 
fo r the workers’ parties in the last election H it ­
ler permitted— who are ready to dare anything 
in the struggle against fascism. v

We can likewise dismiss the Stalinist alibi, 
which is simply a word for word repetition of 
the Nazi bunk. H arry Gannes, foreign editor of 
the Stalinist Daily W orker, writes, Npv. 10: 
“ The bombings indicate that the Chamberlain- 
Churchill oppressors of the British people have 
instructed their Nazi agents w ith in Germany to 
conduct war for the Anglo-French side by means 
o f terrorism.”  Leave out the clumsily-added 
word “ Nazi” , and you have a carbon-copy of 
Goebbels’ press release. That’s how far the Stal­
inist scribblers are going to buttress Stalin’s al­
liance w ith H itle r!

Anti-fascists planted that bomb. For the im­
perialist rulers, in their wars against each other, 
don’t k ill each other. They only k ill the millions 
o f worker-soldiers. They yelled, “ Hang the 
Kaiser,”  but they didn’t, and it was the German 
workers who made him flee, and not the Allies. 
In  fact, as we now know, the Allies and the Cen­
tral powers had a “ gentleman’s agreement”  dur­
ing the last war not to bomb each others general 
headquarters —  that would interfere w ith  the 
war!

Too bad that bomb missed H itle r— how many 
millions o f workers, in Germany and out, felt 
that !

I t ’s certainly too bad that H itle r hasn’t been 
done away with. But could a bomb do that? 
Could that bomb, i f  it  had killed every last Nazi 
official who had been in the room that night, put 
an end to Hitlerism?

No. I f  Mussolini, Franco, Salazar o f Portu­
gal, Metaxas of Greece, Carol o f Rumania, were 
all bombed to smithereens tomorrow morning, 
the reactionary regimes in those countries would 
still remain in power. The dead fascist fuehrers 
would be replaced by others, and the bombings 
would be used— as H itle r is in fact now doing— 
to jus tify  redoubled persecutions of anti-fascists.

We honor the bravery of terrorists, and we’ll 
jo in  in their defense against capitalist persecu­
tion. But they pursue a futile course, which 
serves no progressive goal.

That daring and heroism should be geared to 
the real job : the education and the organization 
o f the working class fo r the revolutionary strug­
gle against fascism and capitalism. Only the 
masses can overthrow reaction— the masses, led 
by a revolutionary party. There are no shortcuts 
on the road to freedom.

Is It A  Victory?
Two and one-half years ago G irdler’s gunmen 

and vigilante mobs, assisted by the National 
Guard o f Pennsylvania and Ohio, smashed the 
“ little steel”  strike.

5,000 union men were victimized because of 
their participation in the strike.

Their case was sent to the labor board and 
a victory recorded. The labor board ordered the 
men reinstated and “ back”  wages of $7,500,000,- 
000 paid them. But Girdler refused to acquiese 
and the case went to the courts.

Now after two and one-half years o f stalling 
from one government body to another, the case 
finally bolted its way into the courts. To all in­
tents and purposes, the decision of the Third  
Circuit Court, upholding the verdict of the Na­
tional Labor Relations Board is a victory for the 
union.

A  victory, except for one little but—
The 5,000 men w ill not return to work tomor­

row. Nor w ill they receive their “ back”  wages. 
The company still has the right and has served 
notice of excercising that right, o f appealing the 
decision to a higher court.

Thus while moralizing editors and columnists 
w ill beat the drums for the “ fa ir” , “ jus t” , and 
“ equitable”  processes o f the American courts 
where poor and rich alike can get a square deal, 
the steel workers o f Pennsylvania and Ohio re­
main just as they were when the strike was 
crushed. W ithout jobs, and on the border of 
starvation.

The steel workers slugged, fired and victim ­
ized by “ little  steel”  have learned this bitter les­
son, a lesson pounded into their homes and lives 
for two and a half years:

There is no victory fo r workers except the 
victory they win through there own independent 
action on the picket lines.

There is no democracy except the democracy 
wrested from the rulers of industry and the gov­
ernment by unions and militancy.

FBI In Action
Attorney-General Frank Murphy was passed 

off as a Great Liberal when he took office, just 
as Roosevelt has been since he became President. 
Social Democrats, Stalinists, all the varieties o f 
liberals, hailed Murphy as a great Friend of 
Labor.

In more recent times, Murphy’s F .B .I.— the 
“ G-Men” — has been painted up as pretty as you 
please. Murphy, and after him all his supporters, 
have sworn the most solemn oaths that he had 
not the remotest intention o f engaging in heresy­
hunting, much less in anti-labor activities. As 
fo r the G-men, all they woujd do in the recent 
world-war situation would be to hunt down for­
eign spies.

The two latest exploits o f the F.B.I. give the 
lie to all the oaths and promises. As American 
participation in the war draws closer, all the 
agencies o f the government are being mobilized 
to clamp down on labor, to coordinate the labor 
movement under the domination o f the m ilitary 
machine, to keep it  docile, and make it  swallow 
the war and the war-mongers without a murmur. 
The F.B.I. has become one o f the main instru­
ments in this d irty work. Examples: Minne­
apolis and Omaha.

In  Minneapolis, aided by agents-provocateur, 
the F.B .I. proceeded to frame-up 150 W P A  
workers, whose terrible crime was their refusal 
to accept without protest and struggle the W P A  
cuts. The Murphy-Roosevelt-F.B.I. combination 
proved to be more vindictive and more antagon­
istic to labor and the labor movement than even 
the local Minneapolis Republican administration. 
Three trials have already been held and- the. 
F.B.I. has driven relentlessly to railroad the de­
fendants to the penitentiary.

The government may be your employer in the 
most direct sense of the word, as in the case of 
W PA, but you can’t strike against the govern­
ment. That’s the decree o f H itle r; that’s the de­
cree o f Roosevelt. And the F.B.I. is there to see 
that it is carried out— or else.

The second exp lo it-o f the F.B.I. occurs in 
Omaha, Nebr. This open-shop state has a grow­
ing thorn in its side: the m ilitant teamsters’ 
union o f Omaha. This union has, by its aggres­
sive actions, endeared itself to workers through­
out that area by its successful campaign to in­
crease the wages and improve the working con­
ditions of the drivers. Every reactionary, every 
Chamber o f Commerce man, hates the very men­
tion o f its name. The bosses lia^e not been able 
to make a dent in it, much less to break it, and 
it wasn’t fo r lack of trying.

So the good old G-men, the unterrified heroes 
of the F.B.I., are brought into the picture. For 
fifteen months, the F.B.I. has been at work on 
breaking that union. Finally, they have brought 
eight o f the union leaders to tria l on as hack­
neyed a frame-up as you would expect from 
small-town dicks.

W hat does labor have to say about our Demo­
cratic administration, w ith its Democratic A t­
torney-General, and his Democratic G-Men?

J U S T  O U T ! !

Why Negroes Should Oppose the War
By J. R. Johnson

A message that affects the life  o f every Negro!

O R D E R  N O W !

•
Price— 5c per copy. Bundle rates— 10 to  50— 3c per 

copy. 50 o r m ore— 2 1/2 c per copy

S P E C IA L  R A X E S  TO O R G A N IZ A T IO N S

•
P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S  

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N .Y.C .

ARRESTED WHEN THEY DEMANDED FOOD FOR A HUNGRY MAN

Socialist. A ppea l S ta ff Photo  
Seven o f the  above, m em bers o f the  Unem ployed and P ro je c t W orke rs  U nion, Leca l 22, were found 

g u ilty  in  a boss cou rt, and given suspendedsentenc.es. T h e ir c rim e ?  They w ou ldn ’t  ta ke  “ N o ’ ’ fo r  an 
answer when they  asked the  R e lie f Bureau to  p rov ide D av id  Sporn w ith  food and she lter. F u ll s to ry

appears elsewhere.

The Workers of England 
Oppose the Boss W ar—I I

By B R IT A N N IC I'8

On O ctober 12 occurred the 
f ir s t  by-e lection  o f the  w a r, in  
the C la c k m a n n a n  and E ast 
S te r lin g  constituency o f G las­
gow.

F o r m any years C la rckm an- 
non has been represented in  P a r­
liam en t by  a La bo ur member. 
W hen the seat fe ll vacan t a few  
weeks ago, the Labour P a rty , in  
accordance w ith  the election 
truce  concluded when the w a r 
began, nom inated A r th u r  W ood- 
burn, who w ould  a u to m a tica lly  
receive the suppo rt o f the Con­
se rva tive  and L ib e ra l vote in  the 
constituency. A n  unpleasant s u r­
prise, however, aw aited the L a ­
bour P a r ty  and the G overnm ent 
when the  N o C onscrip tion 
League and the S co ttish  A n t i-  
W a r Council nom inated A nd rew  
S te w a rt to  contest the election.

S te w a rt ra n  on a s tra ig h tfo r ­
w a rd  pa c ifis t p la tfo rm . H is  elec­
t io n  m an ifesto  read, in  p a r t:  “ I  
beg the electors to  vote fo r  me 
as the  sym bol o f the vas t and 
unheard mass o f people who de­
s ire  Peace, and who, i f  they  
raise th e ir  voices, can sweep the 
w ar-m ongers fro m  power. Stop 
the  W a r! E nd  C onscrip tion ! 
P lan fo r  a rea l Peace! . . . We 
are ra is in g  the s tandard  o f a 
new crusade fo r  Peace and 
Freedom. W ith  w a r there can 
on ly  come a colossal loss o f life  
and the pe rfection  o f the Fascis t 
reg im e in  th is  coun try .”
A  S IG N IF IC A N T  
A N T I-W A R  V O TE

S te w a rt received the  support 
no t o n ly  o f the  organ izations 
w’h ich nom inated him , b u t also 
o f a considerable section o f the 
loca l Labour P a rty , and the Scot­
tis h  S ocia lis t P a rty , in  add ition  
to  several Labour m embers o f 
P a rlia m e n t w ho oppose the w ar. 
The Independent Labour P a rty  
gave h im  c r it ic a l support, p o in t­
in g  o u t th a t  as a pa c ifis t candi­
date h is p o licy  conflic ted w ith  
the irs  in  m any respects b u t tha t, 
as a w o rk in g  class candidate op­
posed to  the G overnm ent and the 
w ar, the w o rke rs  should vote fo r  
h im . In  its  s ta tem ent on the elec­
tion , the IL P  declares th a t i t  
“ refuses to  suppo rt any c a p ita l­
is t  governm ent in  any w a r w h a t­
ever. . . . The con flic tin g  in te r ­
ests o f B r it is h  im p e ria lism  and 
aggressive G erm an N azism  have 
provoked a second w o rld  w ar. . . . 
The qu a rre l between tw o  ca p ita l­
is t  S ta tes is n o t a w o rke rs ’ quar­
re l.”

In  the  c ircum stances i t  was 
in ev itab le  th a t S te w a rt should be 
defeated. B u t the figu res o f the 
vo tin g  are in s tru c tiv e : W ood- 
burn  g o t 15 thousand odd votes, 
thanks to  the suppo rt o f the 
C onservatives and L ibera ls , 
w h ile  S te w a rt polled ju s t over 
1,000. A  thousand w o rkers  o f 
G lasgow dared to  vote aga inst 
the  w a r, ba re ly  a m on th  a fte r  
i t  s ta rted , and in  the  face o f an 
unpara lle led  ba rrage  o f p ropa­
ganda n o t alone by the  G overn­
m ent b u t by  th e ir  t ra d it io n a l la ­
bor leaders. E q u a lly  s ig n ifica n t: 
in  the previous e lection  the to ta l 
num ber o f vote rs had been 35,- 
000; in  the present one o n ly  16.- 
000 voted. The om inous silence 
o f 19,000 w o rke rs  thunders in  
m ute condem nation- o f the im ­
p e r ia lis t w ar.

W e have m entioned the No 
C onscrip tion  League as support­
in g  S te w a rt in  the by-election. 
T h is  is one o f three sizable o r­
ganizations, each o f considerable 
size, w h ich  are conducting  an an­

t i-w a r  s trugg le  in  E ng land to ­
day. Founded a few  m onths be­
fo re  the w a r to  com bat the con­
sc rip tion  b il l in troduced a t th a t 
tim e  by  the G overnm ent, thte 
N .C .L. has rece n tly  been reo r­
ganized and has changed its  
nam e to  the La bo ur R igh ts  
League. I t  is a broad un ited  f ro n t  
o f la bo r and p a c ifis t o rgan iza­
tions and ind iv idua ls . A s such 
its  p rog ram  is necessarily some­
w h a t vague and tim id , and in  no 
sense revo lu tiona ry .

Nevertheless, in  sp ite  o f th is, 
its  cha rac te riza tion  o f the pres­
en t w a r is c lear and as fa r  as i t  
goes co rrec t: "T he  N .C .L.,”  Wrote 
its  organ izer, W . H. M o rris , a 
few  days before w a r was de­
clared, “ ins is ts  upon the funda­
m en ta l fa c t th a t the  w a r fo r  
w h ich  m il i ta r y  and in d u s tr ia l 
conscrip tion  is desired by  the 
B r it is h  ru lin g  class w il l  no t be a 
w a r o f dem ocracy aga ins t fas ­
cism, b u t another im p e ria lis t 
s trugg le  s im ila r  to  the G reat 
W a r w h ich  broke o u t in  1914.”

In  the  weeks preceding the 
ou tb reak o f w a r, the N .C .L. grew  
by leaps and bounds. M orris , 
w r i t in g  on the eve o f w a r, thus 
sums up its  s rte n g th : “ W ith in  
the la s t few  weeks o u r in d iv id ­
ua l m em bership has risen fro m  
4,500 to  over 5,000, and we have 
now 111 branches fo rm ed and 
in  course o f fo rm a tio n , toge ther 
w ith  7 area com m ittees fo r  co­
o rd in a tin g  branch a c tiv itie s  in  
London, Y o rksh ire , Lancashire , 
G lasgow, etc. O ur a ffilia tio n s  in ­
clude 327 W om en’s Cooperative 
G uilds, 15 Cooperaitve Parties, 
E duca tion  C om m ittees and M en’s 
Guilds, 46 Trades Councils and 
Trade U n ion  Branches, 50 Labour 
P arties  and W om en’s Sections, 
41 I.L .P . Branches, 13 Y ou th  O r­
ganizations, 66 Peace Pledge 
U n ion Branches, 23 o th e r pac i­
f is t o rgan izations, 8 S co ttish  So­
c ia lis t P a r ty  Branches, and 6 
m iscellaneous soc ia lis t o rgan iza­
tions, m ak in g  a to ta l o f 595 a f­
f ilia te d  bodies." D u r in g  the f irs t  
week o f the w ar, i t  was announc­
ed a t the  G lasgow conference, 
the  m em bership had g row n  so 
fa s t th a t i t  was a problem  to  find  
m eeting-places la rge  enough. 
R E V O L U T IO N IS T S  A LS O  
U N IT E  A C T IV IT IE S

M ore im p o rta n t because o f its  
c lear re v o lu tio n a ry  program , 
though as ye t n o t so s trong  in 
num bers, is  the  S oc ia lis t A n t i-  
W a r F ro n t. Founded ju s t over a 
yea r ago a t the  tim e  o f the M u ­
n ich  crises, the S A W F  is a 
u n ite d -fro n t o f soc ia lis t and re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  o rgan iza tions w ith  a 
f irm  basis in  the mass m ovem ent 
o f the  L a bo u r P a r ty  and the 
trade unions.

The o rig in a l m an ifesto  o f the 
S A W F  a t the  tim e  o f M un ich  
was supported by  delegates rep­
resenting  the D iv is io na l Labour 
Parties, the Coop P a rty , Trade 
Unions, the IL P , the IL P  G uild  
o f Y ou th , the Labour League of 
Y ou th , and the tw o  T ro ts k y is t 
organ isa tions, the R evo lu tiona ry  
S oc ia lis t League and the M il ita n t  
La bo ur League. T h is  long and ex­
p l ic it  m an ifesto  stated, in  p a r t:  
"H is to ry  has th ru s t respons ib ili­
ties on the w o rke rs  o f the w orld . 
C o llabo ra tion  w ith  cap ita lism , 
support fo r  im p e ria lis t w ar, 
means the abandonm ent o f the 
S ocia lis t s trugg le  and the v ic to ­
ry  o f the forces o f reaction  and 
barbarism . The on ly  road fo r  the . 
w o rke rs  is the  road o f re vo lu tion ­
a ry  s tru g g le  aga inst c a p ita lis m ,!

fo r  socia lism  and peace.”
In  A ug u ls t, ju s t before the 

present w a r s ta rted , the S A W F  
issued a m il ita n t  m an ifesto  de­
c la r in g : “ In te rn a tio n a l Socialism  
is the  o n ly  w a y  by  w h ich  w a r can 
be ended and the th re a t o f Faso 
is t  dom ina tion  dispelled. There­
fo re  the S ocia lis t A n t i-W a r  F ro n t 
sees opposition to  c a p ita lis t w a r 
as a p a rt o f the w o rk e r ’s f ig h t  fo r  
p o lit ic a l and economic power. The 
s tru g g le  fo r  peace cannot be sep­
ara ted fro m  the s tru g g le  fo r  so­
cia lism .

The S oc ia lis t A n t i-W a r  F ro n t 
seeks to extend the scope o f its  
a c tiv itie s  in  these c r it ic a l day3. 
The centers fo r  opposition to  w a r 
measures be ing the unions, the 
trades councils and the shop com ­
m ittees, i t  is p a r tic u la r ly  to  such 
bodies th a t we appeal fo r  support 
to ra l ly  the m ax im um  resistance 
to  threatened encroachm ents up­
on conditions, r ig h ts  and lib e r­
ties ; to  s treng then  the  fig h tin g  
f ro n t  o f the organised w o rke rs ; 
to s treng then  the weapons o f 
class s trugg le  as the surest w ay 
to  Socialism  and peace.”  
W O R K E R S  N O T  AS 
D O C ILE  A S  IN  1914

The ch ie f s tre n g th  o f the S A ­
W F  is in  the local Labour P a r­
ties and trade un ion branches 
where i t  seeks to g ive expression 
and leadership to the ever in ­
creasing opposition o f the ra n k  
and file  to  th te  be tra ya l o f the 
re fo rm is t leadership. L in k in g  up 
the sporadic opposition to the  ec­
onom ic effects o f the w a r, w h ich  
we described b rie fly  in  o u r la s t 
a rtic le , w ith  the genera l revo lu ­
t io n a ry  s tru g g le  aga inst w a r  and 
cap ita lism , the S A W F  a t once 
com bats the  sabotage o f the 
c r im in a l leadership and gives 
c lear perspectives to  the isolated 
economic s trugg les o f the w o rk ­
ers. I t  holds regu la r, w e ll-a dve r­
tised m eetings on such subjects 
as “ T o ta lita r ia n  W a r,”  “ S ta lin ’s 
F o re ign  P o licy ,”  "C onscrip tion  
and the W o rk e r,”  etc. These 
m eetings are w e ll attended and 
the response o f the w o rke rs  is en­
thusiastic .

E v e ry th in g  ind ica tes th a t in  
th is  w a r the w o rke rs  w i l l  no t sub­
m it  as long and as doc ile ly  as 
they  did  in  the la s t to  the ru th ­
less repression o f the G overnm ent 
and to  the servile and sham eful 
be traya l o f th e ir  own leaders. A l­
ready in  the Labour P a r ty  the op­
position is seething. In  his “ So­
c ia lis t D ia ry ”  in  the N ew  Leader 
fo r  O ctober 13, Fenner B rockw ay 
reports  a m eeting  recen tly  held 
between A r th u r  Greenwood, dep­
u ty  leader o f the La bo ur P a rty , 
and a num ber o f Labour M P ’s 
and candidates a t w h ich  the  po l­
icy  o f the La bo ur E xecu tive  was 
discussed. Greenwood’s s ta tem ent 
th a t the  “ na tion  was never so un ­
ite d ”  was greeted w ith  derision. 
A m ong 15 speakers, on ly  one 
supported him . B ro ckw a y ’s in ­
fo rm a n t considered th a t a s p lit  
in  the Labour P a r ty  was in e v ita ­
ble.

A m erican La bo r A id  
125 W est 33 S tree t 
New  Y o rk  C ity  
Dear F rie n d :

I  P LE D G E  M Y S E L F  to  
con trib u te  $ ........... to  th e  de­
fense o f F ra n k  W atson, im ­
prisoned by  Canada’s govern­
m ent fo r  the  crim e o f speak­
in g  ou t as a w o rke r aga inst 
the  w a r o f Im peria lism .

The S ta lin is t 
T u rn  and  the 
Lewis Purge

A N  E D IT O R IA L

The “ new”  S ta lin is t line  w il l  f ind  e a rly  app lica­
t io n  in  the trade  unions, p a r t ic u la r ly  the CIO, and 
affords new a lib is  fo r  the  purge o f S ta lin is ts  now 
in  p repa ra tion  by the Lew is machine.

A s  fa r  as the w o rke rs  are concerned, the  S ta lin ­
is ts  w i l l  become ne ithe r m ore progressive nor less 
reactionary . The leopard cannot change its  spots. 
B u t the new pseudo-revo lu tiona ry  line  o f th is  
rea c tion a ry  fo rce  w i l l  serve as a  v e ry  convenient 
p re te x t fo r  the p u rg in g  opera tions o f the  Lew is 
bureaucracy.

F o r the  f irs t  t im e  since the  incep tion  o f the  CIO, 
the S ta lin is ts  are tra v e llin g  in  a d iffe re n t p o lit ic a l 
d irec tio n  fro m  th a t o f the Lew is, M u rra y , H illm a n  
leadership. S upport o f the  Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  
was the cem ent th a t bound the tw o  bureaucracies 
together. In  essence th is  was a sup po rt o f W a ll S t  
im p e ria lism  made pa la tab le  to  w o rke rs  by  New  
Deal re form s.

Use Workers as Pawns
The line o f the  K re m lin  agents w ith in  the  trade  

unions yesterday— up to  the change in  line— was 
determ ined by  the  desire o f S ta lin ism  to  demon­
s tra te  to  Roosevelt th e ir  e l ig ib i l ity  fo r  the  job  o f h is 
w a tchdog over A m erican  labor. Roosevelt was the re ­
by  expected to  understand the advantages o f an a l l i­
ance w ith  the K re m lin  ru le rs . A nd  S ta lin is m  served 
Roosevelt as a brake upon the n a tu ra l m ilita n c y  o f 
the  w orkers , b ind ing  them  hand and fo o t to  the 
W a r Deal.

N ow  th a t  S ta lin  has sw itched his system  o f in ­
te rna tion a l a lliances and is open ly p la y in g  the game 
o f H it le r ,  the  fo rces under S ta lin is t in fluence in  the 
trade  Unions and elsewhere w il l  be ca lled upon 
to  b r in g  pressure upon the  A llie s  and A m erican  im ­
pe ria lism  to  come to  te rm s w ith  H itle r .  The w o rk ­
ers are to  be used as pawns in  th is  game. In  the 
U n ited  States, S ta lin ism  w i l l  a tte m p t to  stampede 
the  la bo r m ovem ent in to  w ild , a d ve n tu ris tic  actions 
— doom ing i t  to  ce rta in  de feat— in  o rder to  em bar­
rass Roosevelt.

The new line  o f S ta lin ism  w i l l  b r in g  them  in to  
sharp con flic t w ith  the Lew is  bu reaucracy o f .the 
CIO. The Lew is bureaucracy cannot and w i l l  n o t 
to le ra te  any fro n ta l assault on the  Roosevelt adm in ­
is tra t io n  w ith in  its  unions, even i f  th is  assault is 
o f the  spurious S ta lin is t va rie ty . The Lew is  p u b lic ity  
agents w i l l  b rand the S ta lin is t un ion o ffic ia ls  as 
“ reds”  and “ revo lu tion is ts ,”  no t because the cha r­
ac te riza tio n  is accurate, b u t because i t  w i l l  help them  
sm ear a ll progressives and m ilita n ts  w ith  the  odious 
s tig m a  o f S ta lin ism , w h ich  has r ig h t ly  come to  mean 
the unscrupulous fo re ig n  agency o f the  K re m lin .

Who Must Conduct the Purge?
Progressives cannot g ive any possible suppo rt 

to  the d iso rgan iz ing  actions o f the  S ta lin is ts  w ith in  
the  unions, actions w h ich  w i l l  create havoc w ith in  
the  unions and weaken them  before the class enemy. 
F o r the hea lth  o f the trade  unions, fo r  th e ir  progress 
a long progressive lines, the  purge o f the  S ta lin is t 
disease is a v ita l and im p e ra tive  necessity.

P u rg in g  the S ta lin is ts , however, is  a jo b  th a t  can­
no t be fa rm ed  o u t to  the  Lew is  bureaucracy. The 
w o rke rs  alone can e lim ina te  the  ev il o f S ta lin ism  
fro m  the  trade  unions. A n d  the ra n k  and file  w i l l  
n o t be helped to  understand th is  ev il by the w itc h - 
hu n tin g , re d -b a itin g  d rive  c e rta in  to  be ca rried  
th ro u g h  by  Lew is and h is cronies.

To p e rm it Lew is  to  purge the  C IO  unions o f 
elected offic ia ls, the de m ocra tica lly  elected repre­
sen tatives o f loca l and in te rn a tio n a l unions, w ould 
be equ iva lent to  sanc tion ing  a d ic ta to rsh ip  over the 
trade  unions. W e are no m ore inc lined to  sanction  
a d ic ta to rs h ip  o f the agents o f W a ll St. over the 

trade .unions tha n  we are to  sanction one by  the 
agents o f the K re m lin . B o th  o f them , w h e the r sep­
a ra te ly , o r un ited  as the y  were ove r the  pas t fo u r  
year period, can have on ly  a pern ic ious in fluence on 
the developm ent o f the  la bo r movem ent.

For Democracy in the Unions!
W h a t is invo lved in  the  present and com ing 

s trugg te  w ith in  the  C IO  is  n o t the  rep lac ing , d is­
cha rg ing  o r transference o f th is  o r  th a t appointed 
S ta lin is t o ffic ia l. These incom petents and d isorganiz- 
ers were usu a lly  saddled on the w o rke rs  in  fla g ra n t 
d isregard  o f th e ir  desires o r th e ir  needs. I f  Lew is 
now wishes to  d ism an tle  h is  m achine o f appointees 
o r to  rebu ild  i t  w ith  m ore lo ya l flunk ies— th a t is his 
concern. P rogressives and class conscious w o rkers  
have long fo u g h t fo r  the dem ocra tic  m ethod o f 
e lec ting  un ion offic ia ls. The s tru g g le  fo r  th is  p r in ­
cip le w i l l  continue regardless o f the change o f ap­
pointees in  the  C IO .

W here the Lew is machine, the  agency o f A m e r­
ican im p e ria lism  in  the  labo r m ovem ent, invades 
dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  where the y  do exist, to oust e lect­
ed offic ia ls  on the charge o f S ta lin ism , progressives 
have no o th e r choice b u t th a t o f open resistance. In  
th is  s tru g g le  the y  w i l l  f ind  a w a y  to  m ake i t  c lear 
beyond question th a t w h a t the y  are defend ing is 
the dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f the ra n k  and file , and no t 
the a lien  p o lit ic a l in te res ts  fo  the  S ta lin is t bureau­
crats.

W e repea t: o n ly  the conscious re v o lt o f the  r a n t  
and file  fo r  clean, dem ocra tic  and m il i ta n t  un ion ism  
can eradicate the curse o f S ta lin ism  fro m  the  trade 
unions w ith o u t b r in g in g  fo r th  ano the r ev il no less 
dangerous and no less obnoxious.

No support to  the  d ic ta to r ia l m ethods o f Lew is!
N o sup po rt to  his bu reaucra tic  purge!
F o r the purge o f S ta lin ism  fro m  the tirade unions 

by  the  conscious dem ocra tic  m ovem ent o f the ra n k  
and file !

R evo lu tion a ry  Greetings 
to Comrade T rotsky

R evo lu tiona ry  g ree tings to  ou r com rade-in-a rm s 
on his 60th b ir th d a y !

We are proud to  ce lebrate th is  an n ive rsa ry  in  a 
l i fe  so r ic h  in  service to  the  w o rke rs  o f the  w orld . 
A  li fe  dedicated to  the  g re a t cause o f hum an eman­
c ipa tion  fro m  c a p ita lis t ba rbarism .

On yo u r 60 tli b ir th d a y  and on the  22nd ann iver­
sa ry  o f the  lie d  October, we are con fident o f the 
com ing v ic to ry  o f the  W o rld  O ctober!


